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DIVISION 

AFTER ACTION REFDRT 

FINAL PHASE OF LUZON CAMPAIGN 

I JULY TO 21 AUGUST.I945 

R£~ROOUCEO II Y 9S!5TH E NG R . T<O,.O . CO • . , V N. 



HEADQUL.RTERS 6'!'H INF.lNTRY DIVISION 
APO 6 

22 August 1945 

· The follo1finc; .:tftcr-a'=!tion report covers the operations 
of the 6th InfD.ntl''Y D:i.vision in the CAGAYiU~ VALLEY of LUZON froLl 1 
July to 21 August l9h5 during which period tho Division -rvo.s part of 
tho XIV Corps opero.t.ing under Eighth Amyu This report is a con
tinuation of a previously subrJi tted report covering the o.ction of the 
Division prior to 1 July 1945 when Sixth Amy directed tho opcm:1:tions 
on LUZON .. 

At the tine of the cess.::t.tion of host:.i.li tics with Japan 
on 15 ~\ugust 1945, th.i.s "Division was prob.:tbly the r.wst hco.vily en
go.ged DiviRion in the u. s. Amyo 1.11 three Info.ntry D.cgimcnts were 
corrun:i.. ttGdo When hostili tics ended, the lst Infantry adwmcing cast 
fron B\N.AUE md m.dc junction Wi. th Filipino forces nee1.r 11\ YOYAO and 
were mopping-up a r..c.rd-v;on ridgz over--looking R"~.PAO on tho northern 
apprmch to HUNGDUANe The 20th Infantry bad turned tho nestern 
anchor of the forL.Ii.cl.o.blo J.:tp position on MT PULOY (h,5oo ft. oleva
ti0n) vrhich md 1ti thstood L'.ttaclc froB its froni:..c1.l approaches and 
11ero within sight of the Jo.p comnunic.:t tion center of KI!~.HGKIANG to 
the south of HUNGDUAN. The 63d Infc..ntry pushin0 south froB KIANGAN 
hnd captured JJ.NTIPOLO, o. lc..rgo food area, which wc.s sorely needed by 
too bc:;.oaguered Japs. The Division Artillery had an unusually large 
murrbwr of renunem ti ve tD..rgets 1..1pon which to bring their gun-paiTer 
to bear. Thz Division Engineers md cJ.cconplished o. r.u1.jor engineering 
feat in opening Now 1Ii.gl1rnJ.y 4 clear to RL..EAUE. Tho 6th llodical 
B..".. ttalion and all eli visional service units had porfon:1ed mgnificent
ly to overcone the problons of the nost difficult supply o.nd evc..c
U.".tion difficultioa tho Jivision h1.d ovor f.:tccd. Cortc.inly on 15 
J~.ugust 1945 tho situation of General Ym.nshi ta, Suprone Cor.:rr.1and~..;r in 
tho ?HiuPPINES_, conplotoly cut-off in the ruc:;gocl ::tountnins of the 
IFUGJ'..O PROVINCE, could 1.~o considerod hopeless. 

The final chc..ptor of the long o..nd so..vaeoly fought canpaiGil 
of LUZmJ ms been r;ri t·t.on., Sj_nco 9 January 19h5 vrhen the assault 
lc..ndi.r.g w2.s rJado in I.J:HGt,:tEN GULF, elonents oi' the Division rove been 
c..cti vcly co.c:.-d. tted in co1:ibo.t. It is believed that this record of 
219 days continuous c..ction is unsurpassed in tho Pc..cific Uar, The 
c..ction hc..s been bloody nnd our lo..ssos severo. It is to our innori:..c1.l 
dead, ro.ther than to us tho living, that we oYro our success in c::.rras. 

~ ~' .1' 1 

r.:-·· tritt?t!, J 
C. E. HURDIS 

:Mn.jor Genero.l_, u. s. ll..rny 
C om1ancling 

2.3 7 . 
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INTRODUCTION 

At 0001~. 1 July 1945J the XIV Corps took over operations 
in NORTHER..~ LUZON from the I Corps and c.t the same time, tacticc.l 
responsibility for LuZON passed from Sixth Army to Eighth Army. 
This d~to fom1d the lcndi~g clements of the 63d Ir.f~ntry ~ttncking 
northwest along Old c..nd Now HiGhways 4, in tho vicir.i ty of HUCAB, 
after 0...11 advunce fron ·the LAMUT RIVER v<hich h!:<.d bor;u .. 11 on 13 June. 
Tho 1st Infantry was in the process of moving to the o.roo. .north of 
the UU~T RIVER, as elements of tho Regiment were relieved in tho 
SALINAS-PINGKIAN-K/;,YAP.b. o.roa by elonents of the 32d I:nfnntry 
Division. At the same time tho 20th b.fo.ntry ho.d begun its move
mod cast from Bb.Gl.Eh.G to relio'vG elements of the 37th Iafo.."'ltry . 
Division ulo11g Highw~y 5 bot·aeen the MA.GAT RIVER crossing and 
IUtGAN. (Soc Fig. 1). 

The primury mission assigned the Division by XIV Co~pa 
wo.s to continuo the c.ttuck to tho northwest to seize KI.Al'VGAN_, o.nd 
to prepare for further c..dvc.nco on Corps order to s0ize BlffiTGDUAN 
and Bl...NAUE. Other missions wore to secure the CAGAYAN VALLEY and 
the uninterrupted usc of Hit;hwo.y 5 in the Division zone, to seize 
JONES a...."l.d to rccor.noi tor the DIBULUAN nnd DABUBU RIVER VALLt.~S, 
o.nd to rccor.noi tor ec:st from ILA.GAL'f towE...rds PAI...h.NAN BaY, destroy
ing uny enemy encountered. 

eluded: 
Combo.t units atto.chod to the Division ut this time in-

Bu~NA VISTL Regiment (PA) 
2d Prov-:isionu.l Bat.tr...lion_, 3d PJuiJGASINAN Rogir::ont (G) 
2d Provisionc.l Bo.ttc,Jion, 2c~ PANGASINh}T Rcginent (G) 

Buttery uBH, 4GEth Field Artillery Battalion (8 11 How) 
Bo.ttory 11A", l6:!.st AJ.Ji. Batto.lion (90m) 
2d Platoon, Bc.ttcry 11 B11

, 209th AA.A (AW) Battt.lion 
(M-51 t s 0:':1. Hc,lf-Trc.cks) 

Provisional Platoon, Bo.ttory 11A11 ; 209th Ab.A (AW) 
Bnttr.lion (M-·ol! s on H~lf-Tn,cks) 

Conpo.ny 11 B 11 ~ 85th Chomico.l Morto.r I3nttu.lion 
Compr...::1y "D", 754th To.nk Bc..ttc. lion 
26th Info.n.try Scdut Dog Plo.toon 

1 



FIG. \ 
OQ\I::NTA.TION MA-D A~O 
BOUNO~UitS \ JUL'( 1945 
1000 0 1000 21100 3000 4000 VD$ 

SCALI:- 1: 1.%.~6, 000 



C h e. p t c. r I 

THE CAPTURE OF KIANGAN 

1. Estim~~e of the S~tuution, 1 July: 

The total strength of enemy troops concentrated in the 
BOKOD - KIANGAN - BONTOC area was estimated at 12!000 to 15:000, 
including 2,000 naval personnel, ~nd 2,000 civili ans and laborers. 
Approximc.tely 2 ~ 500 were believed to be c..rmy c ombc.t troops, and the 
rest miscellaneous army line of communication units. 

In the advance from PAYAWb}T to HUCAB, the 63d Infc..ntry had 
been in contuct with three provisional infantry batta lions, had 
overrun their main positions, and reduced the units to rennant 
status. Noticeably absent up to that time was contact with l05th 
Division Combat units, believec'. to be in the vicinity of KIANGAN. 
This suggested th Ett these troops were still in reserve, possibly 
to man a defense line reported by ~ir observers to be about 2,000 
yards north of KL'\.NGAN. 

It wo.s anticipated tha t the o.c~vance toward KIANGM! :rolUO. 
bo extrencly difficult_. · To secure the toad necossi t a tecl the cross
ing c.nd traversing of deep rocky g;orges, v.:~d scaling precipitous 
mountain heights by troops who could be supplied only by ho.nd carry. 
All along the road, the enemy hc,d destroyed bridges, c urried out 
other demolitions, planted mines c.nd dug to.nk traps. In addition 
were obstuc les cause d by l o.:1ds lides and by friendly o.ir attacks. 
The maximum effort of the 6th Engineer Combat Battalion would be 
needed to open the road. Acditioual Corps engineers were urgently 
needed to support the o.dvunce us it went higher into the mountains. 

The enemy w~s in a position to defend from successive ridges 
o.lor~g Highway 4, E;.nd well si tu<.:.ted to counter our thrusts at his 
strongpoints. Flunk utt[~cl<_s on the supply r oute were probable, 
us were suicidal i:1filtrutions to huruss supply lines and areas 
further to the rea r c. long Highwo.y 4. 

2 . The Battle f or LAiiJE'S RII~GE, 1 to 8 July: .. (See Fi12:. 2 
r..nd sketch 

Operations along Highway 4 on 1 July were limited by la..l'ld
slides and heavy rains to rec or.naissance and security pu.trols, 
forward ~..nd to the flr.nks of leading elements of the 63d Infantry. 
A few enemy stragglers were encountered. A landslide on New High
way~ 500 yards north of BOLOG, it wu.s estimated by the Engineers, 
would take three duys to clear. A tempora ry dry weather by-pass 
o.rou.'1d this for 1/4 ton trucks c.nd tractors wc.s made impassp.ble 
by the end of the day by het~vy rains. 
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The f ol l owi ng ·~:£~y c. r e c onndss o.nce i n f orc e by a r e i n f orc 
ed pl c..toor.. c,f the l s t B~cth.l ior , 63d I n f c.rctry , c:::nc ount e r ed o.n 
estim:::. t od. 50 riflemor. ~.nc~ 4 MG 1 s nb ·:mt 900 yc. r ds northeast of HUCJ...B 
m1 New :Ii [;hvw.y 4 . At t he s n.me t in;.e t h e 2·:1 Bo.tt::.li on , 63d I nfc,:J.try , 
uclvnac e(~ 700 yLrc.l s t... l ollG Ol d Hi ghway 4 , ovorrunni ni; c, s mu.ll de l ayi ng 
positi on , but l ute r bein[ held up by an ur.knov.rn nu.-nb e r of J o.ps 
with c.utvmutic wc£,p .Jns , clefonC. i n t; f r om a riC.t;e a stride t he h i ghwr.y . 
The findi nr; of 29 ::JcH ... c' J<.~ps c:uri q~ t he c.t.y testifie c~ to the effoc
ti veness of our c.r ti llory [~;v~ c.ir stri ke s , while 20 r our:ls of eLemy 
47ril!ll or 75mm -.Nhi ch l c.n::loc~ i n the 63d. zone c a us ed no c~rune.c;e . 

On 3 July , elements of Comapny "G" ~ 63d I nftmtry_. pus heel 
up Ol e Hi ghway 4 r killing 16 enemy anC. c apt uring a U!D ~ t o a poi nt 
2, 500 ye.r ~:s northwest of !·:XCAB , where stiff r e sis t anc e -:":.eve l oped 
a l ong high gr o1-mr! l c..t e r nan;.ed 11 LANE 1S RIDGE " . A defens i ve position 
i nclud i ng 5 c aves was cleane d out , a t a c ost to the enemy of 45 
lives. UG fire f r om adjac ent enemy pos i ti ons forced the l ead i ng . 
p l at oon t o wi thdr aw for the n i ght . 

Company "G" c ontinued t h e attac k next mor n i ng , fo llowi ng 
an air strike , and s e t the stage fo r t r.e four day battl e of LA:-.TE ' S 
RIDGE, wl::ich l a t e r pr oved to b e the Jap 1 s f inal posi t ion guar ding 
the appr oaches t o KIANGAN. Compc.ny " Ga s ec ur ed c. positi on 400 
yards s out h of the ridge , p r epar G.tory t o an !.lt tac k on 5 J u l y . 
This attac k w:::.s l aunched c..t 0800, fo llowi ng e.n uir bombar dment c.nd 
ar ti l l e r y .:...nd mor t ar pr epc..r e.t ions . Company "F", in t he ass ault , 
advanced onl y 200 yur ds, meet ing det e r mi ned re s is t Qnc e f r om rifle s 
ancl 0....'1 estimat ed 5 MG 1 s . The Company he l ::~ t he gr ound gc..ineJ whi l e 
enemy posit i ons we r e po1-m:ioc. by artil le r y f i re , e.nd other ·e l omcnts 
of t he be. tte. li on hac ked their way t hr ough heavy bc.mboo tt. ic ke ts and 
u:.1clor brush , s eeki ng f l anking r out e s of appr oach . Tnnks c ould not 
be br (mt;ht forwa.r c~ t o supp0rt tho <,t tc..c k , bE.caus 8 of a l a r ge 
bor.1b c n .t cr b l ocking; tho r:md n. t the juncti on of the Jap cut - of f 
anc~ Ol d Ei ghwo.y 4. 

On 6 J u l y , EL r einforc ed p l a t oon of Compeny "G" sought t o 
c.-,ve l op t he enomy 1 s v!est .f l ank, cutting the ir VJD.y thr ough dE.ns e 
bo.mb oo Lnd up pr ocipi t ous r idCE> S only to be s t op pee by 6 MG ' s £md 
nurr!c r ous rifl cm.:m c ove r ing the weste r n appr o..:.chos t o the Jap 
s trorgpoint . The ph:t oon pul led back whi l e arti l l. ... r y c :Jncontra tions 
IT..:ro l aid on t he em::rrry 0mp l a c omcnts . b.n atterr.pt by Compapy "F " t o 
mc..ke a f' l ru-:ki :::1r:; appr oach to tho e&st was b l ockod b~r deep go r ges o 

I n an a ll- out effort on 7 J uly, fo llowi ng napB. l m :md c.emo
lit i on b omb air s t r ikes anG. pr epar :::.t i ons by a ll e:vc.i l ab l e s upport
i ng ·weapons , t he 2d Ja·cte.l ion, 63c~ I nfantry, a ss[,u l tod and t ook the 
forvmr d slope of U:TE ' S RIDG:b . Conti nuing l1.o rthwes t town.r d ICIAiiGAN, 
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lending clements ur..covered anothe r strong defensive position on the 
reverse slope of the ridge . This position was later found to c on
sist of 55 mutually supporting emplacements, including 13 pillboxes 
and 22 c e.ves, with enemy rifl emen and machine gunne rs well dug in. 
The position selected could only be assaulted fr ontally, a s the 
flanks were protected by almost impenetrable undergrowth and deep 
ro.vines. 

These emplacements were ove rrun l ate on the afternoon of 
8 July, in a determined attack following a heavy artillery and mortar 
preparati on , and under c over of a smoke screen and strafing fires 
of Quad 50 1 s. A t ota l of 51 dead Japs were counted .. and 12 addi
tional Nips were killed when an unknoWn number of them made an 
unsuccessful c ounte r attack about 2230~ raising the total Japs de 
stroyed in the LM!E 1S RIDGE fight to ove r 150. 

From the overall exc el l ence of this defensive position, 
the enemy's good physical condition, and his aggr ess iveness , it 
was believed that, as had been anticipat ed , the 63d had met train
ed tro ops of the l05th Division. 

In the meantime, the 3d Battalion, 63d Infantry , had push
ec. "K" Company forward on 5 July to secure the r ear of the 2d 
Battalion a l ong Old Highway 4. In conjunction with the 2d Battali on's 
7 July attack, a r einforced plat oon from Company 11 1 11 adv1:mced along 
New Highway 4 to a point 2,300 yar ds north of HUCAB, and then moved 
west in a wi:ie envelopment of I..JuiJE 'S RIDGE. High ground about mid
way between the tl.vo highways was secured with nil opposition . At 
0800 on 8 July, the 3d Battalion attacked northwest a l ong the high 
ground west of New Highway 4~ with their object the commanding 
ground 3,000 ye.rds north of HUCAB. 

3. KII..t'ifGAN Falls: (See Fig. 2) 

The 1st and 3d Battalions, 63d Infantry continued the drive 
on KIANGAN on 10 July. From LANErS RIDGE, Old Highway 4 turns west, 
while New Highway 4 runs north to the IBULAO RIVER. The 1st 
Battalion, passing through Company "F" ~ by the end of the day had 
ac.vanced 2,000 yards to a point ab0ut 4,300 yards short of KIAliJ'GAN. 
Scattered enemy fire, tank traps, l andmine s and numerous l ands lidos 
delayed the· ac',vance . Another 2, 000 yards was gc.ined next do..y by 
Company "B"t supported by four tanks and a Q.uo.d 50- 12 July saw 
the co.pturo of KIJ..NGAN. C ompn.ny 11 C /.:. moved thr ough C onpn.ny "D" and 
effected a juncti on with elements of Company 11 K'1 , advancing from 
the IBULAO RIVER. Together the two companies took what was l eft 
of the town. 
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The 3d Batt c. l ion 1s part in the s e izure of KIM~GhN involved 
four days of active f i r;hting a l ong t he New Highway. By 9 July 
elements wore over-looking the I BULhO RI VER, 1,000 yards s outh of 
the old bric:.ge site , af t e r b r eaking t hr our;h a s e rie s of on er.w delay
ing positi ons and r ..;a d blocks .• fl anked by steep slopes and b amboo
choked r avines. On 10 July~ two c ompani e s engaged i n an afte r noon 
firefi ght with an unknown numbe r of J aps ab out 200 yar ds f r om tho 
rivGr crossing . Company 11 1 11 , c ontinuing the advanc e on 12 July, 
reached t he I DULAO RIVBR crossing and t hen l eavi ng Nevr F...i ghway 4, 
pushed north ~~d wes t a l ong t he r ~ad to KIANGM~ . At 1200, at a 
point along the r oad c.bout 2,500 y a r ds fr om the rive r, Company uvr, 
63d Inf antry , mac.e juncti on with Company 11A11 , l eadi ng c ~mpct.11y of the 
lst Battali on, 1st Infc.ntry , which had a ss emb l ed nor,r Li.J'TE 1S RIDGE( 
the day bef or e , Lnd t hen had moved out agai n ::-. l ong Olcl Hi ghvm.y 4 on 
12 July. On the s ame clay , Company "Ktr, 63cl I nf tmtry, s triking out 
across cou.ntry fr om t he I BuU.O RI VER r eached KIJJJGJ.J.J agc.ins t sliGht 
opposition c.nd s ecured tho t own j oi ntly with Company 11 C", 63d 
Infantry. (See Fig . 2) 

44 Acti 1;i ti e s of Othe r Units, 1 t o 12 July: 

During the first f ew de.y s of July , t he 1st Battc. li on, 20th 
Infc.ntry, c.ntl l a t er t he 2d. Batt[~ li on , 1st I nfantry had been disposed 
c.lon g: Highway 4 t o the r e£, r of t he 63<2 I nf antry , t;ua r c.i nr, line s of 
cor~lli1ic ati Qns with the a i d of Filip i no GUerrilla Qnits. On 3 July 
a 1st Infantry patr ol cli sc ov6 r e Li a str ong t hough small J ap positi on 
some 3,500 yc.rds s out hwest of Pf.:..YAWAN . This t ook Compc.ny "F", lst 
Infantry, s ever ul days t o ove rc ome with t ho a i d of artille r y and 
r.ir support. Ab out 60 J aps vm r e killod or f ounc, dead . 'ivbile mopping 
up vms tukinf'; p h .c e in t h is l oc c.li ty~ patr ols we r e be i ne; s ent t o 
the north und west a l ong t hG Litlv:UT RIVER t o p r ot e ct t he l oft (west) 
f1cr.k of the Divisi on . 

The 14th Infantry Regi ment (Pl.) (-two Battali o~1s) ope r at ed 
in the DUI'I-Hh.LIAP a r ea, s out h of KIA~·JGi.N nne west of BOLOG, whe re 
they repartee. t he movements nne'_ d is p0si ti ons of J ap r emnants living 
off tho land in this a r ea . This r eg i ment wc~s <tttachcd t o the 63d 
Infcmtry on ll July. 

I 

On 10 July, t he ls t Inf antry wns g i ven t he missi o11 of 
pussinr:; through tho 63d I n f c.ntr y t •J s c i zo c.nd s e cure o. bridgehead 
north of tho I BUL.hO RIVER. By 12 July , l oad i ng e l ements of the 1st 
Buttu1ion1 1st In f antry , ha~ m~ved t o the ol~ cr ossinG of tho IB~L!tO 

RI'~R on Highway 4 <m~ hud r e licvcx1. e l ements of t he 63c~ I nfo..."'ltry i n 
th:::.t vicinity. 

The Divisi on a rtille r y and ::::..ttuchori Cor !:'JS arti lle r y f ur nish
c::l. exec llont sup port t o ::;.s s c.ul tine u."li ts c:o s pite poor r oads, 
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difficult ·weather conchtions and inadequate position areas. The 
fires of the 8ll hoHi tzors nere pa:rticularly effective in Closing 
cave positions on IAI,:E!S RIDGE. The 90mm AAA Battery proved 
valuable in placing haras3ing fires on KIANGl\.N and interdicting 
roads in that aroao 

Moz.·o than 4.50 sorties Tmre flovm during the 12 day per:!.od . 
In addition to trms of J:I[i;i 100.?000 eallons of Napalm Trere droiJped0 

For fcur days of the period3 bad ·wea thor prevented all air activity 
incl·u.ding the use of the Ir·5 controller plano.. Principal close 
support targets ·were IAllE J.S HIDGE, KIAEGAN, and the enemy position 
3_,500 yards southwes t of PAYAHAN . Targets north of tho IBULAO RIVER 
·rrere also hi tu 

Tanks and QU2.d )O!s nounted on half-tracks nore of great 
assistance in the reduction of the lANE 1 S RJ:DGE position~ A short 
distance beyond this point, however , they passed out of the picture , 
as all efforts to get these vehicles forward resulted only in 
getting them hopelessly bogged down . 

5.. The 63d Infantry llops up Around KIANGAN:_ (See fig . 3) 

During the per~od 12 to 24 J uly, operations of the 63d 
Infantry TJCro lil1li ted to local actions to search out and dostrDy 
enemy remnants in the KIAlTG: N area, as determined enemy ~roups con
tinued to resist to tho ;rest and south of the toiT£10 Tho problem of 
supply and evacuation for troops in the for-aard UT0as boccme in
creasingly serious .::ts continuing heavy r a ins and high ninds hampered 
engineer opera tions to open supply roads. 

On J.4 <Tuly_, supply vehicles moving on Old Highuay 4 could 
;et ni thin 4,000 yards of IITAEGAN and could reach the IBUL.I\.0 RIVER. 
By 16 July, hoYiever:; bad Trcathcr made Old Highr.Jay 4 impassable , 
and for the nGxt fl vo d;_ws, over 100 vehicles including a tank 
platoon and a Quad 50 pla·i:,oon, ·;rero marooned bet:rreen tho Jap cut-off 
and the junction of Old Hi gll:rro..y h with the IITANGAl'J...,IBUIAO RIVER 
road. Adverse iTea thor also prevented supply by air., NoTr Higrnrray 4 
uas blocked in four pla.cco by l a.rge rock slides and demolitions 
'oot':roen the Jap cut-off and tho IBUIAO RIVER. Evacuation and supply 
112.s accomplished by conbi~1od vehicle haul and h.:md carry . The 6th 
Lngi.neer futtalion Trorkcd 2 L~ haul'S a dc:!.y to cl ear Old tliG;hrro.y 4 
uhich could be used to supply both KIAIJGAN and IBUIAO RIVER troops . 
By 20 July, Old HighTTay· 4 uas open again to light t raffic under dry 
ucat.her conditions only, and all marooned vehicles had hoen 
e::tricated . Cleo..ring this road involved the removal of mines , fill
ing tank traps, clearing landslides , installing culverts, and 
corduroying rice paddy r.md holes . The 6th Engineers Trore o..lso busy 
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on New I-Iighvrny 4 from the IBUIAO RIVER northe By 16 July a foot 
bridge r.,1.d been completed ovor tho riven~, and on 18 July, 2.n in
proviscd jeep brid~e vrns open. to tr;::.ffic., This bridge , lo. tor re
inforced to to.kc l2-ton truc~cs s Yras built on top of captured Jap 
trucks cmchore<i in tho srrift, boulder-strovm mouniA"'.in ri vor~ New 
l-tighrray 4 north of the ri vo:r Tras oponod to GUROG on 25 July~ In 
the me::mtine, Corps Engineers rod to.ken over rcponsi'uili ty for Ncv• 
Hir;hw;::.y 4 as far 2.s tho ri vor on 16 July_. and on 18 July rod begun 
rrork on tho first largo slide north of the Jap cut-offc 

During the poriodJ the 6Jri Infantry and <1 t"\:><.".chod t:;uorrilla 
troops patrolled extensively in all directions froa KIAlTGAH~ 1ri th 
profitable resultso On 13 July, 69 Ja:ps were killed, o..nd 131 found 
dead in the area~ By 15 July, Company "K" had seized LOiTSA to the 
nest of KIANGAN ngainst light opposi tiono Strong enemy opposition, 
honovCJr, wo..s met by Comp::my 11 C11 , a tt.J.cking co.vc positions on tho 
high ground 500 yards to tho soutlw-rest of KIAi'JGAH, 1rbich Trcro re
duced on 15 Julyn Tho same <t:..y, a piltrol from Company ".'\.U, 
advancing to tho south on E\IAO, ran into two machine guns and an 
osti.rnated squad of riflemen 3500 yards south of ICIANGAN. Mopping
up in tho ICIANGAN-LONSA area on 16 July netted 37 Japs killed and 
85 found dead from recent <:.rtillory and moriA"'.r fire • Fifteen of the 
Japs were killed by Ifugo.o scoutso 63d Infantry po. trols made con
t2.ct the same do..y ·with ol ononts of the 14th Info..ntry (PA) in the 
vicini t~r of PAIAO.. Tltl.s Fi 1-i pino unit, disposed in tho PAlii.Q-DUIT
HAIIAP o..roa , h.ad sufforod nur11CJrous casualties in sc;::.ttorod conto..cts 
throughout tho aroo..:. ;::.nd 'u:J.cl.l:y~ needed supplies of all ldnds., Opor
~tions in this sector no1~e -very difficult, as tho only connecting 
tmil frorn KIA1JGti.N nont up over a high mountain o..nd crossed four 
irido streams which nero ir.rpassablo after rains e Activo pc:t trolling 
by tho 6Jd Info..ntry cof1tinuod in the KIANG.t\IJ sector until 21 July, 
rrhen tho 1st fu tto..lion., 20th Infantry, relieved 63d' Inf~.ntry· 
elononts in tho .:1roa 0 T~1is 20th Tnfcmtry & t-t.?.lion_, honovor, ro
minod under the cont2:'ol of tho 63d Infantry ur'l:til the 20-th Infantry 
c.ssumcd responsibi:'..ity for tho zone on 2h July:-

In the .:1.dv2.ncc on c:tnd seizure of KIANGAHJ tho 63d Infilntry, 
during the period 13 JFno to 21 July, killed, or found de2.d.~ 2,383 
J;;.~)S and ':.ook 119 FN 1 s . 'l'he Hcgiment, during tho sa:r.1e period, lost 
46 C.cad 2.nd 195 'iloundod o..nd injured., 
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' Chapter II 

OPERATIONS ALOlTG HIGH'fAY 5 IN THE CAGAYAH VAIZEY 

1.. Tho 20th Infantry is Cornni tted in The Cagayan Valley 
(Soc Figg-·I)---~------

On l July 1945, tho 20th Inf::mtry ini tinted relief of 
clements of the 37th Infantry Division disposed o..long Higlrrray 5 be
trroen tho MAGAT RIVER and I lAGAN (See Figo 1) o By 5 July, the 
Regiment with tho 3d PL:l.toon, 6th Cnvalry Reconn._;.issD.nce Troop 
nt-C.ached, had compl eted the relief., The 3d Bc.1tklion covered the 
northern part of the z.one in the IIAGAN area, tho 2d Bo.tto..lion was 
disposed in the CABATUAH-GAUAYAN arev., and the 1st Bo.tt.:.lion, with 
t.ho 2d B::lt"tt.:.lion, 2d PAITGA.SD!AH RegimGnt (G) a ttached, uv.s respons
ible for the ORI OUNG P.l\...SS--SAlJTIAGQ-JONES sector., 

In tho 20th Infant!'"IJ zone, there were ·cao areas to which 
tho onmay was known to l12.ve Tri thdr:1•vn i:Ti th some orgo..nizcd forces. 
One of these wo.s a long tho tro..il running cast from HJ'.GUILIAN 
to'r'rards PAL'~HA!J BAYG Guerrillas r eported t mt sill.2..ll groups of 
Jo.ps v•ero living in barrios loco.. ted along this trail. About 800 
wore reported in the PAIAHAN B.l\..Y o..rea. The second n.rca wn.s to the 
south of JONES. where it -,r;.-..s estimated th..a t appro:x::i.ma tcly 1000 Jap~ 
poorly equipped and in poor henlth, we re trying to li vc off the 
1.mde In the upper CAG..' .. l:.\.lT V..\.LIEY, enemy sm:tll-sco..le luro..ssing 
ntt.:l.cks on Highvray 5 fron SANTIAGO to I lAGAN, and cont,:.cts vri th 
isolD. ted Jap groups a ttcmpting to r ejoin their Ilk".in forces in 
oithor tho Cli.Ri~ Ef~L::-.D or sr:;:zrm.A MhDRE MOUNTAINS , could be expected. 

2. _Qpero.tions of 20th Infantry, 1 to 24 July: 

The 20th Infantry remained in this zone until 23 July. 
During this period, tb..c 1st lli.ttalion (and later the 6th Cavalry 
Reconnaissance Troop ) secured JO~ffiS , reconnoitcd to tho south up 
the DIBULU.h.N and DABUBU illVEP... and patrolled extensively in their 
sector, but only scattered contacts we~e Lude and no organized 
resistance •·;as encounteredo 

The 2d Battalion also made sea ttered conto..cts during the 
period, the majority of which were groups of Japs, ·who had escaped 
fron the CAGAYAN VALlEY and were a ttompting to Yri thdran a long 
the trail vvest of SAITT.l\.. CRUZ to join other Jpp forces in MAYOYAO 
and Bii.NA. UE e 

The heaviest action during the period occurred in that 
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part of thG 3d BattaJion sector c2.st of 1\L\GUILI.l\.H.. Fron 
NAGUILIAN to tho cast, rtms thr3 only trail tro.vcrsing tho SIERRL\. 
MADRE MOUNT~\.INS to tho cast coast of LUZON.. This trail is 
pD.ssable to weasels and SPIJ 1 s only as far as SAN Hi!.RIAUO, and 
then only in d:ry vroathor., Fror.1 S!1N Ufi.RIANO, tho trail crosses 
the PI!'-1\CU\.N DE IU~.CJ .. H P.IVfm. ·which is inpassablo for vehicles and 
too svrift for ueo.sols., Bcyon¢1. the river, the trail is very poor 
and pass.J.ble only to foot tr·o:)ps, The country is heavily wooded 
and hilly as f a :- o.s lJ:lBUBU, about half v:ay botrroen SAN lJ£1RIANO and 
Pfl.l!J'U~N BAY~ f.rou Ai.mUBU"' the trc-.il runs through the deepest 
juneles of LUZON and crosses r:10unta.ins up to 4,000 foot elevation. 
Ncar the coast_, the trail descends to PAIANAN TO.TN about 8,000 
ya:rds up tho PAL'\.Hfi.N RIVER from PAL\.liilU~ Bfi.Y~ 

Company "I", 3d B3. ttalion, 20th :r:nfe..ntry cccurcd SL.N 
MARIANO on 5 July, o.nd then crossing the PINli.CUAN DE IL'~G.iN RIVER 
on 6 July, pushed on for 2,2CJ0 yards Vfhero enemy rifle fire was 
received., Conpany :1IC'1 secure d the trail be t rreon Ni\.GUILL"..H and 
SicN ilhRIANOo B"".r Jl.J. July, Company "L" had joined Conpany "I" 
which had pushed 5_,000 yards east of SAN Ml~.RIANO and w2.s in 
contc..ct with an estiik""l. ted 100 Japs, dug in and supported by 
mortars and heavy r.nchino GUns . On 15 July, Conpany n L" and two 
Platoons, Conpany np, overran tms position and secured 
DIBULUAN, killing 12 Japs enrouto . SPU fire fron positions in 
s:~.Nll.f .. EIANOvYas very effective in supporting t:tc attack. J.bandoned 
Jap pill--boxes wore found in the area and considerable Jap food 
supplies and ammunition ·Hero destroyed. 'Ir.a next day, another 
Jap strong-point vro.s not o.bout 200 yards o<:..st of DIBULUAN . 
Heavy wee.ther brought opcre..tions to a practical standstill for 
the next five days. Horrover, e lo11ents of tho 3d Battalion did 
succeed in reaching .'J.iBUBU.s about 10:000 yc>.rds Trost of DIBULUAN, 
on 18 July. The trail froD SicN lJARIANO to DIBULUAH was now so 
slippery that even lic;lltly-·loadod co.rricrs took tvro days for the 
trip . Fron DIBUL1T.li.l'J to AH.21JBTJ w-as anotheT th:roo fuys rn.rch which 
only foot troops Yri thout 2_)acks could ncgotj_ate . 

In the noantine, the · 6th Cav,J. lry Recormaissancc Troop 
had relieved the lst ll.J.tkl.lion, 20th Infantry, in its zone on 
16 July. The lst Battalion moved to R'\.Gfi.Bil.G in Division Reserve 
on 17 July: and on 21 July passed to the control of tho 63d 
InfantiJr, .:md relicyed tho 1st Batb.lion of tlut rcginont in the 
KL\NG.-~.N area. 

On 22 July_, pursuant to XIV Corps orders, the Division 
zone vras changed to exclude the sector then held by the 20th 
Infantry and 6th C.::..v2.lry ReconnCl.issance Troop3 the llll.Gli.T PJ:VER 
beconing the east bounfury of the Division. Relief of 6t~ Infantry 
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Division elements in this sector by elelilents of the 32d and 37th 
Infantry Divisions W.:t3 initiated on 22 July, and was conpleted 
on 24 July, The reminder of the 20th Infantry and the 6th 
Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop moved to asselilbly areas north of 
the IAMUT RIVER9 where the 20th Infantry made preparn tions to 
relieve tl1e 6Jd Infantry in the KIANGA.N areal) The 2d fu. ttalion, 
2d PANGASIIiU-~.N Regiment (G) reD.D.ined attached to the 20th Infantry 
and moved to the BOJ_,OG-KJANGAN area on 26 July where it he lped 
to secure lines of c01m:.mnica tion., 

During the period, 1 July to 23 July, the 20th Infantry 
killed 382 Jo.ps and took 207 F!l; s vrhi le their own losses vrere two 
dead and 15 wou..11ded~> 
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Chapter III 

OBJECTIVE Bl' .. IL'I.UE 

1.. Estimntc of tho Si tu.:.;.tion, 12 July: 

It had boon anticipn ted tr..J. t KIA1K1UT i tsolf -.-rould be tnkon 
eo.sily, since it ho..d boon ostir..atod u.s oo.rly as l July, t:mt at 
l east a partial wi thdrn:rral fro1-:1 tho IITAUGA.H o..ron Tro.s taking place . 
Hi and civilian reports indico. ted furthe r till t tho onony Tro..s not 
Yri thdravring to tho north along llighlvny 4 tovmrds :a.~.NAUE, but vms 
retrea ting t o tho northrrost tovro.rds tho rice torro.cod nountnins 
o.round HUNGDUAH. At this time , it wo.s believed trot tho 14th 
Area Army headquo.rtcrs of General YL\l:fASHITL , Supremo Co!'lr.k.1.ndcr of 
tho Philippines, was i n the vicinity of HUIJGDUl\.N, and tm t rer;t
~Lnts of tho l05th Jo.panesc Division would be used to block the 
southern appr oaches to this position. Fron 3,000 to 4,000 troops 
were thought to be disposed between B\CDAN and HUHGDUA.N. 

To the south of KH.NGAN , it was estir:lfl.tcd tl_ut thoro 
night be as many as 1,000 Japs in the ll.NTI POL0-A!.IDUHTCG area, con
sisting prir..arily of ror.mo.nts of tho Geki Force (2d A.rnorod Div
ision) . These troops Troro thought t o be sea ttcred throughout t he 
area in SL'.:tll groups vrhorc they could forage off tho land. Little 
trouble in eliminating those pockets was expected. 

In the R'..NAUE o.roa , it was estimated that clements of 
the IO)d Jo.pancsc Division, about 2,000 strong, moving south from 
BOlTTOC, r:Ught oi thor defend Bfd'J:ii.UE or wi thdrmr further to tho 
south and west in tho d.:i..roction of HLP.\0 t o protect tho northern 
o.pproaches to HUl'JGDU.'I.N. 

Jap troops in· tho M../\..YOY£.i.0-BUlT.tiT.AN- N.:"I.TONIN area, ostinatcxdl. 
o.t botwGcn 1,000 and 2,000 in nUJilber, wore believed to be ror:mants 
of service, air o.nd naval units, orgo..nized into provisioml in
fantry units, nhich had escaped fror:1 the LONER CJ .. Q~ ... YAN VALLEY. 

2. Tho 1st Infantry Captures BA.NAUE : (Soc fig. 3) 

On the afternoon of 12 July, Company 11A11 of tho 1st 
Infantry r elieved clements of the 63d Infantry ncar tho dostroyod 
IBUL~.O RIVER bridge . Crossing the river des?i to high o.nd do.ngor
ously svrift water , the 1st Battalion, 1st Infantry, by 15 July 
md secured a bridgehead on the far side against only sen tte r od 
resistance . (Sec Fig. 3). Troops wore supplied ini tio.lly by 
h:.nd-carry across a foot bridge coraplcted on 16 July. I\.. t this 
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tine, the DiVision received orders to seize R\lffiUE ~nd destroy 
o.ny eneoy encountered in tho R'.Hli.UE- Mli.YOTh O arc~. 

Slight rosismnce n~s net 3,000 yards northrrest of L"~Gi\.YIE 

on 16 July by a conb.1.t patrol consisting of a platoon of Conpany 
111\.U and a platoon of Conpany 11 G11 of tho 14th Rcgir1ent (PA). The 
patrol>ti thdrew and artillcr'y vras laid down and dispersed tho group, 
after which the patrol proceeded and entered GURCG at noon on ::i. 7 
July. Thirteen Japs nero ldllod SOO y.1.rds south of GURCG by Con
pany 11 0 11 • 

Logistically, roads and bridges wore tho prino consider
ations. It was clear tmt tho advance to the north ·would depend 
on tho ability to open a rw.d and to keep tho IBUL".O RIVER bridgm. 
Engineers md decided th .. :. t it was not f~asi ble to keep Old Highway 
4 open during tho rainy season and rod, therefore, put the m in 
engineer effort on Nuw Highway 4.. This rood was blocked .1.t four 
plJ.ces botw·een the Jap cut-off and the IBUIAO RIVER, where stretches 
of tho road bod fran 100 to 287 feet in length had boon coopletely 
blovm avray fran the rocky sides of the oounmin. 'rho only pract:ia::al 
ncthocl of supply and evacuation was by coobinod jeep and hand canry, 
vTi th jeeps being slung on cables armmd these impassable points. 

· North of the river it was found that High'iray 4 was no more than a 
cart trail which had not been used for years, and which was blocked 
by landslides and overgronth. 

On 18 July against scattered small arms fire, the 1st 
Battalion advanced to a point 1,500 yards northrrest of GUROG, 
killing four Japs enroute . Strong combat and reconnaissance patrols 
on high gr ound to the e2.st and west of the Highr-ray made no contacts. 
The 3d futtalion uovcd in behind the l~t futtalion to protect the 
supply road,. 

The next day another 43 000 yards v.rere gained up the 
Highway by CoD.pany 11 B" of the 1st Infantry without contact. On 
20 July, the Company met 30 to 5o Japs 1,800 yards nest of BA.NAUE. 
TIOO Japs lost one man before fleeing to the bills north of BANAUE~ 
cnc Filipino carrier uas killed and t7No wounded in this sldrmish, 
uhich proceeded the entry into BANAUE on ..... the afternoon of 20 July. 
Patrols to the north on H:i..ghrray 4 towards POLIS PASS and to the 
east of BANAUE tow·ards DUCLIC1'\.N v-rere irrrrnediately sent out. 
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3. ~rtillery Support . 

As the advance of the Division progressed beyond IC:h~JGAH 
and the IBUIAO RiilEn, the problem of artillGr'J sup~Jort became in
creasingly difficulto To haul artillery pieces , po.rticularl y 
l))imn How 1 s and ammunition over J.wuntain trails ·ahich nere hc1.rdl y 
passable for light vch~.cles , vras no mean feat. To rr.ninta~n 
comw.unica tion2 with foi"ifal~d observers in this itl01L11t2.inous countr y , 
H often vr:J.s nec,)SS:J.ry to establish uvo or three relay stati ons . 
Position areas were· scarce , and those "t.hat could be occu~Jicd we r e 
entirely inadequate . 

The 1st Field Artillery Battalion during the period vras 
in position near HUCAB on a small spur runnin;; east from Hew H:i..gh
wq 4 just north of the Jap cut- off . The 53d Field Artillery 
DJO.ttalion occupied an um.l.Sl1.J.l position a top a ridge just south of 
·che Ja~J cut- off and bctr:een Old and Nev.- ~lighways L~, which was 
3000 feet in elevat:i.on and could only be reached in dry veather. 
The 80th Field Artillc:::-y r;a ttalion (Mod) was in position near 
fLYAVT1~N FARM . On 18 July_, Be. ttery 11 C11 , 80th Field Artillery 
Bat talion, displaced to ;_Jositions near tho lst Field J'.r-t,illery 
Battalion. On 16 Jul:r, Battery 11 C11 , lst Field Artillery B-:1 ttalion, 
attempting to displace :.Lo:;.""'l':ard, vras marooned on Old Higlnray L:. and 
·.rc:1t into position along ·~ho road, until it was .:':'inally able t o 
reach its original dest~m tion on the wes t side of the L91JI.AO RIVER 
cross ing on 20 July. Da·ctery 11 B11 , 465th Field .Artillery Battalion 
(811 How) , remained in position south of PI. Y:~WAH, until 22 Jul y when 
one platoon displace( · :~oruard to P.t\ Y..>.'dAN FARM (sou·th of BOLOG ) on 
22 July. Ba. ttery 11L11 , 16lst iLf.L"... Bn ( 90rru~); displaced from positions 
ilO<lr t he 8 11 Howitzer Batkry to tl1e vicinity of IIUCAD, ncar the 1s t 
Fiold i1.rtillery Battalion, on 14 July. From this position, the 
90.::..rn battery could e ffectively shell Kifl.i'·iGKI.lU'JG 2-nd j{'uiTGDUAN . 
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CHAPTER IV 

FINAL OPERATIONS IN NORTHERN LUZON 

1. The Division Zo~e is Extended: 

On 9 July~ orde:·s from XIV Corps changed the boundary 
between the DiYision and the force to its north, PhHippine 
Guerrilla forces, NORTHERN LUZON. The Division was now respon
sible for the entire MAYOYAO - BUNHIAN - SANTA CRUZ area, lJ~ng 
between the ALHIIT and MAGAT RIVERS. (See Fig, l) e This Corps 
order also directed that the llth Infantry (-:ct and 2d Battal
ions) (PA), ·with the 1st Battalion, 14t:i1 Infan"vry (PA) B.ttached, 
move south f~om their present locations in the lower CAGAYJ~ 
VALLEY in . the 37th Infantry Division zone, passing to control 
of the 6th Infantry Division upon entering the zone of the latter. 
This Filipino force on 10 July; was given the mission of seiz
ing BUNHIAN, prepared to advance to the west and secure Y~YOYAO 
on Division order~ 

Initially the CP, 11th Infantry, moved south to MARSAT 
GRANDE (See Fig. 1), where a 10 day supply dump was established 
at the riverc Two battalions were then ordered to converge on 
and secure UBAO, the Provisional Battalion, 11th Infantry ad
vancing west along the trail from Mh.RSAT GRANDE, while the 1st 
Battalion, 14th Infantry, advanced from the direction of Si~TA 
CRUZ. By 20 July, the Provisional Jtattalion, 11th Infantry, 
had secured UBAO and pushing on to the northwest, ran into 
resistance about 4~000 yards southeast of BUNHIAN. On 25 July, 
the Provisional Battalion secured BUNHibN against slight oppo
sition, and the 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry 0 reached UBAO, 
killing over 100 Japs enroute. On 26 July~ the CP, 11th Infan
try, opened at BUHHiill-T. T:·oops at BUNHIA.N had to be supplied 
by hand-carry from Mb.P.S.b..T GR.b.NDE, about 25 miles away. This 
supply line was p~otected by elaments of the 1st Battalion, 
14th Infantry, disposed along the trail. 

In the meantime, the 3d Battalion, llth Infantry, 
after a long murch to the south over rugged and slippery moun
tain trails and across swollen, swift running rivers, secured 
NaTffiTIN on 24 July, making only scattered contacts on the way. 
By 26 July, l eading elements of the 3d Batta lion had joined 
the ~rovisional Battalion, 11th Infantry, near BUNHIAN. 

On 20 July, the 11th Infantry was given tho mission of 
seizing MA.YOYJ .. O, The advance from BUNHI.t~.N was begun on 26 July 
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by the Provisional Battalion, 11th Infantry, which by 28 July, 
was heavily engaged with a st.:ong Jr.p force holding the high 
ground north and east of !~YOYhO o 

2. 1st Infan~!_'Y Operations in the BANAUE sector, 20 July 
to 15 .A.u.fl~St~ (See Figc 4)o 

On 20 July, the 1st Infantry was ordered to advance to 
the east fr am BANAUE~ secu:::-e DUC:LIGAN, and make junr.tion with 
the 11th Infantry which was orcered to secure MAYOY.A.O and push 
on to the west towards DUCLIG11.N. This same day, the 1st Infan
try wc.s also ordered to make junction with PGF troops at POLIS 
Pi~S to the north of BANAUE a:ong Hlghway 4o P~trols from the 
1st Battalion, 1st Infantry, made contact with elements of the 
1st Battalion, 11th Infantry (Filipino) at POLIS P.A.SS on 22 
July, and on 23 July, Compc..ny "C 11 of the latter Battalion joined 
the 1st Infantry at Bl~~hUE . In the meantime, the 3d Battalion, 
1st Infant~, ~~th the 3d Battalion, 1st Pa.ngasinan Regiment 
{Filipino), attached, moved forwc.rd to the B.t~NAUE areu, and re
lieved the 1st Battalion, 1st Infantry, which returned to an 
assembly area north of the LlilViUT RIVER on 23 July. 

By Corps order on 24 July; tho 1st Battalion, 11th 
Infantry, passed to the control of the Division. This battalion 
(less Company 11 C11

) was ordered to advance south from POLIS PASS 
along the SbPAO RIVER and make junction with elements of the 
1st Infantry pushing west from Highway 4. On the same day, the 
1st Infc.ntry was given the mission of seizing and securing 
HJ..PAO. Company 11 K11 , 1st Infantry, with Company "C", 11th Infan
try attached, depc.rted BANLUE on 25 July and on 27 July met the 
romainder of the lst Battalion, 11th Infantry, in the vicinity 
of GOHANG. 22 Japs were killed during the advn.ncc of the two 
colunms o .c.t this point, Company "C" r everted to battalion con
trol and the ls t Battalion, 11th Infantry, W£LS attached to the 
lst Infantry. During this period, the 2d Battalion, 3d Pang~
sinan Regiment was brought forward to B.hNJ~UE.. This unit was 
later to prove valuable in furnishing carrying parties to troops 
fighting west of Highwu.y 4, as civilian carriers were scarce • 

Supply difficulties continued throughout the Division 
zone and a:i.r drops became the chief method of supply in the 
BANAUE o.nd· HJ.YOYJ~.O sectors. Engineers continued their battle 
against time to cleo.r and maintain the roads leading ~o all 
fronts. General wE.uther conditions grew worse nnd landslides 
increased. With the roads reported clear~ convoys heading for 
the front with much needed medical supplies, ammunition and 
rations would s~ddenly find themselves cut off by new slides. 
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Old Highway 4 north of the Jup cut-off remained im
pc.ssable most of the time~ For brief intervals during dry 
weather g it was open 1 a.nd then only to lig.ht traffic. Supply 
and evacuation of troops 2n the KI1.NGilii a relo:. was , therefore ,~ 

large ly accc:nplishGd by c or:!bined hand -o~.; a.r:ry and motor transport 
means . For the 4_.0(8 troops in the KlnNG.tili area (not counting 
civilian lc..borers), this pr asented no easy problem. Som~ air 
dr ops were successfully made in this area ~ but priority on ai r 
supply had to go to the BLIJ1.UF. sector which was inaccessible to 
vohic les. .As a result, supply difficulties Eilld heuvy rains 
greatly hindered operations west of KIANGAN . 

Troops in the IBLTLAO - U.GAWE - GU!?.OG area , numbering 
about 2,000, exclusive of civilil:m labored, were ltlrgely sup
plied by combined vehicle end hand --c c..rry over New Highway 4. 
Corps Engine8rs hoped to have New Highway 4 open for traffic up 
to the last and most difficult rook slide south of the IBULiJ.O 
RIVER by 28 July. This would greatly ease the sup~ly and 
evn.cuati on situation in both tho ILGAVJE and KIANGJ.N n.ren.s , as 
hand-carry would only be necessary for a distance of 100 yards, 
Supplies could then be hauled by vehicle up New Highway 4 to 
this point, hand-c arried around the rock slide , and then taken 
by vehicle to truck he r.ds at GUROG and KIJ.NGJ.N . 

Supply of troops in the Bl.N.nUE area was l£: r gely by air 
drop .. Evacuc.tion became a serious problem, us it involved a 
hand-ca rry of more than 15, 0\)0 yards from BlJ.N,.UE . For troops 
fighting to the east and west of BANATlli , the hand -carry was even 
longer~ At this time there were about 1~500 troops in the area, 
exc l usive of civilian laborers. This number was expected to 
rise in the near future to about 3,500 when troops from the 
MAYOYliO sector arrived. North of the IBUU.O RIVER, vehi cles 
could go on New Highway 4 only as f a r as GUROGn From this point 
to a poin-t 6, 000 yards s onth of B1U-I.nUE , there were nine earth 
and rod:: s lidos on New Highway 4 for the engineers to clear . 

During the period from 27-30 July, substantial gains 
r ewarded both efforts of the lst Infantry ~ VThile the push to
wards w.p;~o was stubbornly r esisted yard by y a rd by well organ
ized Jap positions located on key high ground str etching from 
GORAJG to rlhPi.O , a strong comba t patrol advancing towa rds 
M.n.YOYAO made good prog::-ess , securing DUCLIG1J'i on 28 July with 
nil enemy oontacto By late afte rnoon on 31 July, the 3d Bat
talion, lst Infantry$ had r eached a position 1:000 y ards east 
of Hb.h.O and we;,~e &ttempting to dislodge a strong force of Japs 
dug in on the ridge running to the northoast . These Jap troops 
appeared to be well - armed and W8 ll··trained Infantry ·with ma
chine -gun and mortar support. 
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During the first two days of August the enernw launched 
a series of determined till -out counterattacks against 3d Bat
talion positions in tho r~AO sector. These attacks c~e from 
the north, west and southwest, and were supported by automatic 
weapons and mortars. The attacks were broken up each time with 
well directed small crms and artillery fire, and u total of 235 
dead Japs were counted, On 3 Lugust, Companies 11 111 and "K", 1st 
Infant~j, secured positions on the high ground 900 yards east 
of HAPJ;.O and 5.mmodio:tely dispatch(;d strong patrols to probe 
the ground be·tween this po:>ition and the town. 11.s a result of 
patrol action in this sector, 34 Japs were killed, and it was 
loarned that large groups of Japs were moving northwest up in
to the mountains. 

On 2 August, the 1st Infantry vms given the mission of 
securing TULl.ID to the northeast of DUCLIGAN £md exerting preE
sure on I.'ii.YOYil.O from the west to assist in the capture of this 
town. By 4 A'.lgust the 2d Battalion had relieved the 3d Bat
to.lion in the Bi.NJ,UE - DUCLIG;ili area, allowing the latter to 
concentrate in the HhPi .. O urea. 

On 5 August a strong combat putrol composed of one 
rifle platoon c..nd one weapons platoon of Company "G", lst Infan• 
try, and Headquarters and Company 11 K11 , 3d Provisional Battalion, 
Ist Pangasinan Regiment departed DUCLIGAN. This force secured 
TUI.J..ID on 6 August and then made contact vii th a Jap roadblock 
about 3000 yards southwest of MhYOYhO, where the 11th Infantry 
was engaged with a strong enemy force 1000 yards northeast of 
town. 

1st Inf~~try offensive action during the period 6-8 
August consisted mainly of patrol activity in the HnPAO - BANIK! 
sector. Company nFrr of tho 2d Bat-j;;o.lion was connnitted at this 
time north of BliliiKI to protect the supply line to the 3d Bat
talion. Funatical enemy counterattacks and desperate efforts 
to disrupt communications and supply lines occurred throughout 
this sector. ~ll were repulsed and heavy losses were dealt 
the enemy with~ minimum of loss to friendly forces. 

In an effort to shorten ever-lengthening supply lines, 
reconnaissance patrols from the lst Battalion, which had now 
moved up again into the LAGAWE area, were dispatched west from 
Highway 4 to seek a new trail to elements of the 3d Battalion 
engo.ged with the enemy in the HAPAO area. These efforts proved 
fruitless and the reports were all the same: "Entire terrain 
extremely rough and vovered with dense vegetation. A practical 
route of supply and evo.cuation simply does not exist in this 
urea .. " 
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On 8 August, Company "K", with elements of the 1st 
Battalion, 11th Infontry (PA): attacked north from their position 
900 yards east of Hi~Pil.O, and gained 1000 yards against small-arms 
fire. This opposition came from a strong, well-organized enemy 
defensive position. By 10 J.ugust , the attack had reached a point 
1800 yards northeast of ru.PAO along the ridge which dominates 
the HAP£0-BJ~LUE trail. 

By this time, troops of the 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry, 
and the 1st Battalion, 11th Infantry, fighting in tha HJ~AO area, 
had been reduced to a total strength of about 500 men as the result 
of battle losses and high non-battle casualty rate from sickness 
brought on by a high fly population and the inaccessibility of 
potable water . It was a four hour round trip for a man to descend 
from these ridge positions to water and climb back on his hands 
and knees with two canteens of water. The evacuation of casualties 
was by a long, difficult and hazardous hand-carry. Relief of these 
two battalions in the HAP£0 area was, therefore, initiated on 
11 J~ugust by the lst Battalion, 1st Infantry. This relief was 
accomplished on 13 August, and by 14 August, the 3d Battalion, 1st 
Infantry, and 1st Battalion, 11th infantry (PA) had closed into · 
BANAUE. Heavy rains limited the operations of the 1st Battalion, 
1st Infantry, to local patrols to continue the development of the 
enemy positions west and northwest of BANIKI . At 1720, 15 August, 
pursuant to instructions from XIV Corps, all offensive operations 
in the Division zone ceased. 

3. The Battle for 1'fAYOYAO: (See Fig, 4). 

On 26 July, clements of the 11th Infantry (PA), with the 
lst Battalion, 14th Infantry (PA), attached; advanced west from 
3UNHIAN to within 1~000 yards of MAYOYAO, encountering little 
opposition. At this point the situation quickly developed into 
what proved to be a fierce battle for control of the commanding 
terrain northeast of MhYOYAO, The enemy, estimated to be 800-1000 
in strength, and sup:9orted by machine guns and mortars, we.s strongly 
entrenched in a series of rock caves and dug-in emplacements on 
a high ridge northeast of and overlooking MAYOYil.O e This strong
point commanded tho soverul trails leading into MAYOYAO and had 
to be taken. 

Tho reduction of N'lAYOYilO was to be a tough job. Artillery 
support oould not be furnlshed and air support was unpredictable 
because of the frequency of unfavorable weather. Overland supply 
was c.bandoned and all supplies were thereafter by air drop. 
Evacuation, however, had to continue by an extremely difficult 
hand-carry to W.tARl!_ ... T_ GRANDE, forty miles awny . 

By 1 August after heuvy fighting, the 11th Infantry (PA) . 
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gdned a foothold on the enemy position. Although the situation 
was definitely improved; the po3i"tion of tho leading elements was 
still dominated by the ene"llyo A strong counterattnck was launched 
by the Japs that night, causing numerous friendly casualties, but 
no ground was given up. During the period 2-7 August, continuous 
pressure was maintained on tr.e Jap positions sti 11 firmly embeddGd 
in rock caves and entrenchments on th~ highest point of the ridge, 
about 5000 feet in elevatio~. By this time losses had been so 
severe that the Provisional Battalion, 11th Infantry, was disbanded 
in order to furnish replacements to tho 3d Battalion, 11th Infantry, 
and the 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry. 

On 7 August the last Jap was pushed off the once seemingly 
impregnable ridge, and the approaches to Mii.YOYAO were secured.. All 
intelligence reports indicated that the Japs in the MAYOYAO sector 
were evacuating in small groups both to the north toward NATONIN 
and the SIFFU RIVER VALLEY, and to the south toward J.LIMIT. On 8 
August the llth In:'nntry entered NiAYOYAO. In the meantime, orders 
had been is&ued dire0tinb that the llth Infantry assemble in Bi~~UE 
and that the lst Infantry take over the NAYOYAO sector. Leaving 
two companies in town, the 11th Infantry pushed on to tho west ~nd 
made ju:nction vd th Company "G", lst Infantry, near TULAID on 
9 J.ugust. 

On 12 ~ugust, Company 11G11
, lst Infantry (roiaforced), 

completed the reli ef of rem&ining Filipino troops in Ml.WOYAO, while 
Company 11 E":. lst. Infantry (reinforced), took over responsibil:\.ty 
for the DUCLIG".N o.rea. By l3 August, the 3d Battulion, llth Infantry 
and 1Gt Battalion, 14th Infantry.~~ were assemblE.d in B~Ni.UE, where 
they were to be rehabilitated for future cow~itmont in the direction 
of HTJNGDULN • 

The llth Infantry (reinforced) in the 1vlh.YOYAO operations 
killed over 350 Japs and capturE:-d a le.rgEJ and well-stocked rice 
area. Their own losses were over 50 killed and 200 wounded• 

4. 20th Infcntry Operations in the KIAHGAN-MT PULOY Sector, 
24 July - 15 August~ (See Figo 5 • 

The 20th Infantry, having relieved the 63d Infantry in 
the KIANGAN area on 24 July .• was assigned the missio!l of attacking 
to the west ~d northv.rest to seize KI.t>.NGKI.h.NGP and of destroying 
by-passed enemy groups to the south of KIA~W~N. By 26 July, the 
lst Battalion, 20th Infantry, had adve.ncsd o.l ong the trc..i l from 
KILNGl.N to within 400 yards of PLCD.f!.N, where it met serious opposi
tion from a steep, heavlly wooded razor-back ridge southwest of 
PACDAN. (See Sketch of PJ~CDA.L"f position). 

On 27 July, Compuny "B" succe&ded in gaining 
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foothold on u portion of this ob~ecti vo ridge, but wu.s um.b l e to 
udvc.nce over the crost due to mu:rdcrous fira from the reverse 
slope und c.djr.cent GF"Ll:'S <:end fov.nd th0ir pcsi tion tmtenable., 
The objEictivo ridge was repol·ted to be defended by at len.st 100 
Japs utilizing well camouflo.t;ed in·ccr-connecting spidor holes» 
with the reverse s ::.opo thick:..y studded with deeply dug 1 -:.·eiuforced 
caves o 

The next t.wo days vrero utilized in r egrouping forces in 
preparation for the next attack., Or 29 J1cly; following an uir 
strike, elements of the lst Bc.ttt.lion. 20th Infu.ntry, supported by 
elements of the lst Battalion~ Bu""ENJ~ VISTA Regiment, uttuckod the 
stubbornly dc:fended ri dge and) by the closE; of the cay Conpany 11A11 

hcd to.lcen the left (south) pu.rt of the ob:.eotive. From this 
ndvr.mto.geous position they g<-.ve close support to the n.tt·-.ck of the 
1st Ba~talion~ B1JENi1. VIS Til. Regiment~ enablinc it to socure the right 
(north) portion of the cb,iective afte r u fierce fire figi1t. The 
unemy immodiute:;_y 2.o.unched u countoruttuck, which proved futile 
und cost them ten kil l ed . 

It v;us found that the enery :bad transformed tM.s ridge 
line and revorso slope into a veritc.blc fortress, bristling with 
automatic weapons, orgcnized in depth Etnd e.:;..rcellently camouflaged 
against air and ground observatior... On the crest of the ridge_~ 
the enemy hud constructed nmnerous caves which were connected by 
tw:mels ~ Spider holes were uJso dug on the military crest n.nd tho 
reverse slope~ Many of these holes hn.d underground connecting 
tunnE-ls. Tho e:dr or.1e ly precipitous approaches to the top of the 
ridge made it difficult to assault, Some idea of how difficult 
is shown by the fact that it took two hours for t:;:-oops to scale 
the a lmost vertical slopes. 

In the process of softening up this objective, Division 
i.rtillery (roinforced) fired over 4,000 rounds , r unging from 90m!n 
to 8-inch, 4G2-inch mortars fired over 4)000 rounds of SE und V'IP, 
and 8lmm mortc.rs fired more than 8 9 000 rounds. In two air strikes 
nine tons of BE end 26,000 gallons of Napalm were dropped. In 
spite of this heavy concentration of supporting fires~ the Jo.p 
fought stubbornly, tenaciously and skillfully to hold his position 
until the finul assault succeeded. 

Following up the action; the 1st Battalion went on to 
secure the town of I-'ACDAN aguinst slight opposition on 31 July .. 
Twenty--two Jups were lei lled or found dead enroute £md an addi tionc..l 
53 dead wore counted in the town. P.,_CDAN hurl been extensively 
prepared for defense by the enemy •Ni th fortified building and 
r einforced dugouts. 

On l and 2 August, the lst Battalion, 
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mopped up in PJlCDAN: f:_nd:n:; T:lany dead J aps f rom arti lle r y f i r e 
n.nd air st:;.·ikes ~ n.nd pushed ):e::cnnaisse_nce up the trail t o the 
no::-thwost tov,c,rds MT PULOY. 7.h;.s for midab l e hi ll mas s 1 4 t o 5, 000 
feet in elevation~ ~i:=es prec::;.;;n tously to f orm a huge , hetwi ly 
wooded, semi-c ir<'ulc..r rc~k w:~.J.l around the bo·if.':·-shaped r ice tor
r aces of PACDLN: The top of this :ddge was over two mi l e s l ong . 
To turn its flunks required a long march through t~~ai J.-less j1.mgl es 
and ov0r even more precipi t.J·v.s country, The main t r a i l to KIJU-JG -
1\Iii.NG runs northvrest and north f r om PACDL.N , winding up long snd 
steep switch ~backs to t he sur.TIJi t of MT FJLOY . Turning sl1~~rp:!_y t o 
the west , the trail then descends the a l most vertical reverse 
s l opes of MT PUl,OY and r uns to the northwest tovrards KIAliGKIMJG . 
Al though sti ll rug;;ed ancl. mount n.inous , the terru.i n to the north
west of MT PULOY slopes doV>.nward into the KI.tJ.NGKIAlW - lHJNGDUlJ.T va l
ley . The MT PULOY bc..rrier forms a natural obstac le o.nd wc.s the 
most logical position from whic h t o defend the southern approaches 
to KIJ.JITGI\Il..J\;G . 

Cc..ptu.:red maps l e-ter i ndic a t ed that a Jap battal ion wr,s 
d i sposed in dep~h from MT PULOY to KIANGKIANG , wi t h a r einfor c ed 
c ompany dug in on the mountai n itself . llt least t:tree 7 5mm guns 
n.nd t wo 47mm guns were believed to be supporting: this dufensive 
position 4 

Company "B", 20th Infc.ntry , uttE:.ckins up the mountc.in 
trc..il on 3 Lug:ust, met hec.vy resistc.nce from artillery, morte.r s 
and :rr.achir:c guns n Progrecs was slow :...nd enemy oppositi on was bit
tero Not until e Lugust did Company '!B" finally r each a posit:! on 
roughly 500 yo.rds n. irline from the c r est of ~t.T fULOY , but about 
1, 300 yards measured c.long the trail . From herEJ or: W<;..:.S the stoep
est po.rt of the trail. Heavy r ains and dense fogs ho.mpcr31 the 
advance during this period, and enemy artillery ho.ra.ssed f riendl y 
positions night l y . In thE.: meantime; Compo.ny 1!i•" pr otec ted the 
rear and Company "C" the loft (southwt:st) flc.nk of Compa!JY "B" . 

From 7 to 10 August, Compo.ny "B" , 20th Inf::mtry , tried 
to find a wo.y to knock out the resisbmco atop MT PULOY without 
success. The enemy covered the trail from .Jomnu:~nding positions 
which coul d ~·10t be outflcmked. I t was now apparent that u fr·onto.l 
c.ssc..ult to tc..ko tho crest would be extr eme l y costly~ Durinb the 
same poriod , Company "C" probed along the truil leading southwest 
f r om P1,CDL.N, encounte r ing sligl:.t resist:.J.nce~ u..'1til rolie11ed by 
el0ments of the 2d Bo.tto.lion_ 20th Infantry, on 9 li.ubust . In the 
m6antime , Company "Jl." , 20th ]:nfc..ntry, attacking· north froM PllCD1.N 
on 7 J,ugust, fim•lly ;uined the top of n. narrow, knifo- eC.ge ridge 
to the southoo.st of MT FJLOY on 9 Lugust . Attempts to attac k to 
the northwest from this pos i tion were stopped by he~:<.vy fire rmd 
adverse terrain pr ecluded ru1;)' maneuver by fr i endl y troops . The 
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enemy, during tho period~ was u.t;~ressive c.nd mr.;.f'e several smc...ll 
night co1..mteratt n.cks ·' 

At this time , If,<go..o soo1;.ts reported the existence of 
c. new tr ail, loading ovE.or tho s ~uth.vic.stern purt of ~-~ I'ULOY 1 which 
hc.d been dovoJ.:)pvd by natives i n the .:1r e:::t to £.void J~:p units dis 
posGD. a l on; th:J m:.in trr.il. Thu 20th Infn.ntry , there:' oro , ordered 
the 2d :Octh:.li on to r e c onnoiter this r out e with th0 view of a ttack
ing in this directior.. cmd by- :t-·O.SSi'1.§; t he r.1oin J £-p position , while 
t he 1st Battalion c0ntnin8d the c:.nomy to thsir front. 

On 10 2·.ugust, Compu.nios "E" r~nd 11 F 11
, 20th In.fa~try , con

solidated positions gn.incd about 1, 200 yards west :::>f P.~.CDJ.J.'J against 
sco.tte:-ed opposition. o~ 11 LUgust) Compc.ny "G" pl.SSed throu.g:il 
this pos i tion and b~· 13 J.ugust, vrith the aid of the ProvieioP8.l 
Bat cc.lion , B'GT...:~J.. VTD'L'.k. .1~c;;imcnt ) h ·td sai~ed 1, 000 y:::.rds tc tl".o r..orth 
towards tho crest of M:T PULO'.:. Tho JL.p ·.vas nov; r er.ct:i.nb to tho man
euver o.nd p l a.ced 7 5rmn f ir0 ou Company 1:G 1 s 11 positi::m [:nd n.ade sm£:.11 
night infiltro.tior..s o One 75mm gun v:;:,s fino.lly spotted by a cub 
~)lc.no on the reverse slope of MT PTJLOY, bt.tt vrD.s found to be in such 
a location thct e-rtillory fire c ot:lci. not r each it . On 14 and 15 
il.ugust , e l ements of thl: Bucmn. Vlstc.. Regiment £,ttacked to v.i thin 200 
yc..rds of the cres t, only to be D.rivo~ bacJr b:'J' heavy J['.p fire . On 
lb li.Ug'lst , offensive operations c eased . 

5 . OperD.tions in t ho PALAO-ANTIPGLO ArEJr:. , _24 Ju.ry_:_~E .b:t:.:?;ust: 
""(See Fit, . 5). 

To the south of KIANG!..N, the 2d Bat tali Oil; 20th Infantry~ 
i"ro.S given the JTlission on 24 Jul;r to sec"J.rG the DUIT-F.u_LL_P (.,re £- , 
l:.tnd then <.<.dvn.nc e in the direction of JiliTIFO LO , destroying o.ny hos 
tile forces enc ounter ed . The 2d Bc.tt <::. li on and Company 11 1 11

, 14th 
Infar.try (PA), v:hich h~~d been c .. rryin.; on guorrill E'. m::.rfare against 
tho J c.ps i n this o.rea for thG past t hro0 mo.c1ths • were v.t t£..c:'.l.ed to 
the 20th Infrmtry, PAIJ.O wn.s sec ured on 26 July by Comp:....ny "F", 
20th I nfantr y a:1d on 27 July, Compm;.y "E", 20th Infant r y occupied 
DUIT, ldlling 54 Japs in scattered c o~t&cts throughout the &r ea . 

For the next f ew days, 20th Infu.ntry pe.trols s oc. rched out 
the a r e a to t he southwest, Com:;Ju.ny 11F11 working in the area south
vrest of PAI.J\.0 a:.1d :1orth of l~o."ViDffi'iTOG, whi h. Compc.n;v 11 E 11 opert:.ted i n 
the HJ:..LH_? area . On l y s mall rJ~p g:-oups, which avoided combc.t ~:,r..d 

v.ro r e quickly di spe rs e d by artillery fire, wer e contacted . It >r£,s 
believed thJ.t th<.> l c.r gost Jap groups v:ere i n t he lJ.JTIPOLO a.r en. .• 
wl"_or e it wr,s esti mated thl,t ::...bout GOO Japs, mn.i:n l y r er:m~-.r.ts of tho 
GEKI FORCE , Yrcro trying t o li vo ofi the l and . In the me£,ntime 1 

c l err,ents of" the 2d Battalion, 14th Inf::..ntry, utto.cking to the south
west from P.AL.i.O, on 30 July s ecur ed a hill -::.bout 800 yards north
cto:.s t of AI.IDTJNTOG, killing over 50 <raps i n the c~dvcncu . 
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In the three day period, l-3 August: Co:npe.ny 11 F11
, 20th 

Infs.ntry, with clements of the 14th Infantry killed or found dead 
from artillery fire , over 130 Jc,ps in the .hMD1J1'.TTOG-CLCCAJA area. 
Company 11 G"~ which had joined Company 11 E11 at DUIT on 31 July, 
advanced to tho south and southwest and on 3 August seized ths 
high ground 2,500 yards northeast of LNTIPOLO. The next day~ the 
advr.nce of this company to the southwest progressed anothe r 1,000 
yardsc 

At this time, in order to allow the 20th Infantry to make 
its maximum effort against MT PULOY, the 63d Infantry was ordered 
to relieve the 20th .Infantry in the J,NTIPOLO sector und continue 
operations there. On 5-6 Lugust, slippery mountain trails and 
swollen rivers resulting from heavy rains, restricted patrol move
ments in the area and delayed the relief, which was not completed 
until 7 August. 

Advancing through heavy undergrowth and up to their waists 
in water-filled rice paddies, clements of the 2d Battalion, 63d 
Infantry, on 8 August advanced south along the hig-,h ground which 
had been taken over from Company 11G11

, 20th Infr,ntry. By 11 August, 
the Batto.lion, assisted by Company 11H11 and Combat Company, 14th 
Infantry, hc..d secured the objective, the high ground 1,500 yards 
southeast of and overlooking l.NTIPOLO. Only slight resistance was 
met during the advancco From 11 1~.ugust to 15 .k.ugust , when offen
sive operations were terminuted, e lements of the 63d Infantry pat
roll ed the i.NTIPOLO are:J. . No organized resistance was encountered, 
but only small, poorly-arm0d, and disorganized Jap groups , which 
usually withdrew without making contact, were observed. It was ap
pc.rent that the <Tap in this area had had enough . 

Later .• after the 3d Battalion, 20th Infantry hr.d taken 
over responsibility for the Kii.NGJlN area, the Commanding Officer 
of that battalion carried on surrendbr negotiations for thr ee 
days, 18-20 .hugust~ with Jap officers in the vicinity of AMDUNTOG . 
These negotiations all fell through7 as the Japs failed to carry 
out instructions agreed upon. Those failures were probably brought 
on by the disorganized state of the enemyo 

6. Artillery Support (20 Ju~y- 15 .hugust) . 

Des pi to poor road conditions~ bad weo.th0r, e.nd sup ply 
difficulties, the Division Artillery (reinforced kept artillery 
units well forwe.rd and were ab l e to support effectively the &dv.;mce 
of the Division. Battery 11 B1

', 80th Field Artillery Battalion 
(medium) displaced to the IBUL!>.O RIVER near the position of Bat ... 
tery 11C", lst Field 1-.rtillery Battalion on 26 July. · By 27 July a 
platoon from each of these batteries were in position on Highway 4 
near GtJROG from which they could support the lst Infantry in the 
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HJ;PAO sector!" These guns hc.d to fire from positions on the trail, 
barely wide enough for v. jeep, since there wore no other position 
areas in this :rr..m.mtuinous country. By 2 l:..ugust, the remc.inder of 
the 80th Field Artillery Bt:.ttalion had closed into the IBULAO 
RIVER positio!l. On 4 August~ engineer work on Highway 4 had pro
gressed to the point where all of Battery "C", 1st Field Artillery 
was able to displace to a position 4,000 yards north of GUROG. 

In the :rr..eantime, the 51st Field Artillery had moved from 
an assembly north of the I~~¥UT RIVER to positions in Kiru1GAN, clos
ing there on 1 August. From here, effective support could be given 
the 20th Infantry in its udv&ncc on KIANGKIANG. The 53d Field 
Artillery Battalion was brought out of the line and r eturned to 
the Division camp area north of the LA~IDT RIVER for a well-earned 
rest. The 1st Field Artillery BattLlion (-B<::..ttcry 11 C11

) 1"/hich up 
to the time had been firing from positions near HUCAB, displaced 
to KH.NGAN, closing there on 10 J .. ugus t • 

During the period the Division Artillery lost the Corps 
90mm battery (Buttery "L.", 16lst MJ .. Battalion) which departed the 
Division zone on 4 August. Battery "B", 465th Field J.rtillory 
Battalion (8 11 howitzer), however, remained and continued to give 
the Division excellent support. This battery displaced forward 
from its position ncar PAYJ>WAN Fl:..RM and. closed into a position 
area near tho 1st Field !~tillery Butt&lion on 4 August . 

Artillery support was a primary factor in getting the 
Infantry forward in tho MOUNTAIN PROVINCE fighting. L.ir support 
was not always ~vailable, cs weather condition frequently caused 
the cancellation of strikes. Infantry attacking over rugged , 
mountainous, wild terrain whore only foot trails existed, could 
not always get adequate support fr0m its own weapons, chemical 
mort~s, and tanks. A"tillery, therefore, was tho only r eal 
support that could be depended upon, rain or shine, night or d::ty • 

7~ Engineer Operations& 

As r ains became longe r in duration and more intense, 
engineer work became increasingly difficult. Repeated landslides 
and mud-holes developed without warning, and bridges, culverts; 
and sometimes the road-bed itself, were continu~lly being washed 
out. The IBUIJ>.O :RIVER Jap-tn.~ck bridge wt.s twice washed out during 
tho period 6-J.l August: und the foct bridge was completely washed 
down the river. The !Jl.MUT RIVER bridge was also knocked out at 

, intervals, as well as smaller bridges along Highway 4 to the north. 

The major engineer feat was the opening of New Highway 4 
clear to the IBULhO RIVER by the 27th Engineer Construction Battalion 
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(XIV Corps).. This marvel of field engineering was completed on 
:!.l Auguet in extraordi.r.a!'ily good time~ considering the 
difficulties exper ier_)Cdc A BaJ.ley bridge over the IBULAO RIVER 
was completed by Ccrps ~:':lg ine-::rs on 16 Augusto In the me£>.ntime; 
the 6th Enginee;.· Battalion w0:dcing on Highway 4 north of GUROG 
made considerably better prot;l·ess than originally al.!.tid pa-:.ed.; and 
by lO August had opened the road clear to B.tJ.NAUEo With the open
ing of New Highway 4 to the IBUL/~.0 RIVER, Old Highway 4

1 
which had 

steadily detcrioratedj) was aba.YJ.doned and us ed only for tractors 
and dozers" 

During tho period, more and more difficulty was experi
enced in keeping open the road from the IBULAO RIVER crossing to 
KIAlJGAN . This road in places .;::mssod through rice paddies which" 
when wet, were bottomless o By constar~t work, corduroying, and 
filling vvi th rock, engineers were able to k:ep th:: roa d pe.ssuble 
to vehicles, v.ri th the help of tractors at the worst spots .. 

The Engineers played a vital part in the motmt~in fighting 
in the IFUGL.O PROVINCEo The advance of the Division high into this 
rugged rice terrace country was made possible only by the pro
digious l abor of the Engineers. 

The work of the 6th Medical Battalion was no less diffi
cult th~YJ. that of the Engineers. Long litter carries over 
extremely rough terrain and precarious mountain roads were but 
routine d£dly problomG, Partj_cv.l arly valuable in caring for emer
gency c asualties were the 24th and 55th Portable Surgical Hospitals• 
The 55th Portable Surgical Hospital packed overland into an area 
near the IBUIJ~O RIVER crossing well before the opening of New 
Highway 4, and tho 24th Portable Surgical Hospita l packe d up 
H~ghway 4 into BL.NAliE shortly after the 1st Infantry took the town. 

9. The Division Comes Out of the Line. 

With the cessation of offensive operations on 15 hugust, 
the Division immedi ately put into efr'oct plans which it had mude 
to receive tho surrender of General Yamashita, Supreme Commander 
of the PHILIPPINES , and what was left of his XIV Area Army. 
Panphlots giving surror:.der instructions wore dropped lind broad·· 
casts from L-5 planes were mada. ll.lthough some negotiations were 
carried on with Japanese local commanders south of KIAIIJGAN,. up 
until the time the Division was relieved~ there were no overtures 
made by General Yamashita~ Apparently the haughty "Tiger of 
~~alaya" was awaiting either further instructions from Tokio .• or 
the announcement tha t formal surrender terms had been signed. 
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Howeyer.:- on 19 Ausu.st? an .American P~·38 pilot, who hc.d been 
forced to bail 01-:t OliO.':" ~IT .?TJLOY on 8 August~ when his plane caught 
fire J and had been captured ·oy •~he enemy~ was returned to the 
lst Infantry Enos neaJ: ~{[1.:PAO by a Ja:;?anese escorto .A.~.though the 
Japs had not told this Ame:·lcan officer ·(;hat the war was over-"' he 
had suspected t>.s mu.oh_, since while he was held captive at the main 
enemy headquo.rt2rs (presumbbiy General Yamashitars), the treat·1 

ment accorded h::.m by tl'"le .Taps suddenly took a decided turn fo·c 
the better on t;.,.e morning o.f 15 August., The officer reported to 
Division Headquarters with a letter, dated 16 August, address~d 
to the 11Commander of the American Forces 11 from the 11 Commander~in
Chiof of the Ja::_Ja.."'1.ese Armyn, Although the signature was illegible, 
it was believed to have been signed by General Yamashi to. himse1.f., 
The Jetter had J.ittle to say other than that the Americo.n officer 
had refused to d:tvu:!.ge any information, had conducted himself 
admirably~ and since he WEts of no further vr:lue, was being returned 
to the American forces. On 2.1. August; just befora the Division was 
relieved, this officer was flown in an L-5 over the area southvrest 
of HUNGDUJ~~ m1d positively located the main enemy headquarters 
where he had been held captivee That this was General Yamashita's 
headquarters ~a~ later confirmed, when communications between 
General Yamashita himself and the 32d Infantry Division were estab
lished on 25 August after a Cub plane flying over the area had 
dropped a message to him the do.y before, Cub pilots also observed 
at this time that large groups of Jap soldiers were assembling in 
the general vicinity of the headquarters; a.pparaently in prepara._ 
tion for an actual suTrender~ 

On 16 August the Division w&s alerted for movement to 
Japan as part of the American Army of Occupationo XIV Corps issued 
orders on 18 August for the relief of the Division by elements of 
the 32d Infantry Division and the Division began its movement out 
of the mountainso 

Tho 1st Infantry was ordered to assemble in the Division 
eamp area north of the U~T RIVER, except for one Battalion 
(-one Company) which w&s to remain at tne IBULAO RIVER crossing 
until relieved, The 11th Infantry (2d Battalion)~ with the 1st · 
Battalion: 14th Infantry_, 3d Battalion 11 :tst Pangasinan RegimentD 
and 2d Battalion, 3d Pangasinan Regiment attachedi was ordered to 
assomb:!.e at BPJ~AUE awaiting further inst:·uctions ~ The 20th Infantry 
was ordered to assemble in the Divis~on camp area, except for one 
company to remain at KIANGAN untE re2ievedc The 14th Infa...Dtry 
(·,1st Battalion and 3d Batta:ion (~,Company 111 11 ) and BUENA VISTA 
Regiment were ordered to assemble in KIJJ'l"G.b.N; while the 2d Battalion, 
2d Pangasinan R0 giment and Company "I 11

!' 3d Pangasinan Regiment:> 
which had been securing Highwa:,:_ 4 11 wore ordered to romc.in in place, 
awaiting further instructionr. o Company :111. 11 •• 6th Engineer Battalion, 
elements of the 6th Medical Battalion~ and the 24th Portable 
S~gical Hospital were ordered to remain in the LAGAWE-KIANG~~ 
until all 6th Infantry Division troops had been relievedo 
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J..t 1800 : 21 L.uguat~ t he 3d Battali on, 128th I nf antry of 
t he 32d Infantr y Di v5_3ion 0omp~etcd t he r e lief of 6th Infantry 
Di vis i on c lcments in -':he fol~ward ar eas and a ll Filipino unit s 
passed to the c ontrol of tho 32d Infant r y Divisi on. By 24 1-.ug;ust 
a ll tr oops of the Di vi s ion had clos ed i nto their ass emb ly ar eas. 
The Division was fina lly out of' tho hills. 

· DurinG the c ampai t;n in the CAGJ.YAN V.h.LLEY, the Division 
killed 7,702 J aps , took 92 5 Ffl? s, and captured or destroyed over 
800 enomy vehicles ~ t ons of amnunition , and l arge amounts of food , 
mcdica lp s ignal ; and ordnance s upplies. Battle cas ualties of the 
Di vi si on were: 9 9 dead and 432 wounded and injured .. 
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SUMN!.ARY OF LESSONS LEARNED 

a. Beatint; the Jap At His Own Game J 

In the campaign fought along Highway 41 where in
creasingly rugGed, wild and densely vegetated terrain was met 
as the advance p~ogress edt it was again pointedly brought out 
that one of the best v1ays to defeat the Jap is to push t~1rough 
his position, and once in behind him, to keep moving fonvarJ 1 

keeping him off balance, and never giving him a chance to ~ecover. 
These are favcri te Jap tactics, but turned against him, they work 
even bette~: o V'fuen our troops get in behind him, the Jap becomes 
confused lll:ld does stupid things in his efforts to recoup the 
situation. From the LAMUT RIVER to KIANGAN, Highway 4 runs for 
20 miles, every foot of which is ideal ambush country. To keep 
pushing forward rapidly in such terrain, despite Jap infiltra~ 
tions and harassing raids on our supply lines, was a risk, but 
it shortened the campaign many weeks and saved many casualties. 
Had our troops stopped to secure the flanks of the road in this 
jungle-mountain country~ th& Jap would have had time to get set 
for our successive attacks. As it turned out, the Jap was knock
ed off balance, and was able to make only two major stands during 
this drive~ one near PAYAWAN FARM and the other at LANE'S RIDGE. 
It is true that during the earlier part of the advance, our 
losses from repeate~ Jap ambushes and raids on our supply trains, 
day and night, wera greater than our losses in the attack. Never
theless, these losses were justified. Lives were saved by 
vigorously pushing up the road wrrd avoiding costly attacks abainst 
Jap groups on our f:!..anks. These by-passed groups of Japs had 
only a limited time to harass our lines of communication, as they 
could not supply themselves, ~nd were forced to withdraw sooner 
or h•.tor. The ve-:y fact that those tactics shortened the cam
paign saved additional lives. 

b. ' Artillery and Air Preparations in D8pth: 

In this crunpaign our advance was tied to tho one 
existing mountain road, Highway 4~ because of the extreme diffi
culty of oross~oountry movemen~! By the aame token~ tho Jap de~ 
fense was also tied to the road. These conditions made tho 
employment of artillvry and air in depth particularly effective, 
as succeeding objectives, for days ahead, could be readily se
lected and a ll possible defcnsiv& localities in the area could 
be constantly pounded, day and ni~Sht. This had an accumulative 
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effect tl~t grew in intensity us the c.dvance progressed deeper 
into the onemy 1 s position. It immobilized him, disrupted his 
supply, ov~cuntion, end communications, destroyed his defensive 
positions, caused him constc.nt cnsuo.l ties, hurassed his reserves; 
gave him no rest, and lowered his morale to the breaking point. 
Against thone tac~ics, the Jc::.p hu.d no defense. To escape this 
relentless punishment, he had to either die, or withdraw fo.r to 
tho rea!',. Tho hm1drcds of Jtcps found dead from r:.rtillory. air 
bombint;, strafing and Napal;n strikes along Highway 4 during the 
adva.."lee; attested to tho de&dly effectiveness of these t&ctics. 
tt:an;y PW• s tes·d.fiod r.s t0 the devastating effect constant shell
ing and air s·trikos hn.d on the nerv'3s o.nd morule of their troops • 
not only i!1 the front l:tnes, but n.lso all along their lines of 
communico.tions ond in their rear arcc.s. Muny, who could not 
stand the punishment nny lnnger, conrrnitted suicide, r€U1 to the 
rcc.r, or mo.de suicidal banzai o.ttacks against our troops to end 
their suffering~ 

c, Tactics Used Against Jap Delaying Positions: 

The terrain encountered by our troops shortly after 
the crossing of tho LnMUT RIVER was a combination of very steep 
rugged hills, deep river gorges u.nd densely forested jungle 
terro.in with many bamboo thickets. 

Difficulty of cross-country nwvoment combined with 
limited visibility rn.ade the del&ying tactics of the Japs ex
tremely of'fcctive. Thses delaying, positions were usually found 
along narrow trails c.t c. sharp bend. Consistinb of several MGs 
supported by a few riflemen, these positions had to be flo.nkcd, 
as any frontal €~ssault along such a r:arrow trc..il \'.rould be very 
costlyo 

Flanking mover.10nts around such delaying positions, 
where the torrr...in would permit, were usually successful because 
of the lack of depth in ec..ch of' the Jap positions. Tho direct 
fire end crushing power of tanks and Quad 50 1 s in hnlf-trc.cks, 
where they could be used, quickly reducod many Jap delaying 
positionso 

~~ere the J~p position was a stronb point, it wr...s 
usually located so thut its fh.nks were secured by natural 
barriers made by cliffs or deep and thickly cove~ed draws. This 
necessitated the massing of all artillery t-nd supporting weapons 
to keep the Jap in his reverse slope defenses, while the Infuntry 
could advance, under coverin6 fi re, to the ridge und engage the 
enemy with small arms, bazookas, and grenudes~ 

29 



d . Air Support : 

Because of fog and l ow- hanging clouds pr evalent 
in the early morning hours~ close- suppor t air str ikes pr eceding 
an attack were frequently delayed or cancelled . The r esulting 
delay in the time of attack sometimes gave the attacking fo r ces 
insufficient time to consolidute their gains and plan defenses 
properly prior to dar ke S6vcral sharp Jap counterattacks at 
dusk were partially successful for this reason~ 

A Philippine Army unit engaged with a strons Jap 
force in positions along a high r idge used close air support to 
the maximum advantag(; . Friendly &rtillory was out of support-
ing distance of this action . During one air strike it was notic
ed that the Japs pulled out of their r idge positions and occupied 
caves o:t1 the slopss while the strike w::....s in progress e Tho follow ... 
ing day, after the strike -was completed , several planes continued 
to mako dunmw runs on tho Jap he l d ridge~ The enemy thinking the 
strike still in progress ~ stayed in his caves und ul l owed the 
Philippine l>.rmy units to t£J.ko the hill and occuiJy the · Jap posi.,. 
tions without a sing~o casualty. 

e . War Dogs : 

The Scout Doh Platoons were ver y effective in close 
te r rain. because tho dogs frequently pointed out Jap defenses 
and ambushes while they wore still :in-ITisible to the Infantry . 

f . Communications : 

For ward units in pl&ces accessib l e 0!1ly with great 
difficulty and where radio communication was lacking were 
frequently c ontacted by an observer in ::.... cub plane equipped with 
an SCR 300 netted with the ground commander !s radio . 

g . Self- propelled Quad. 50 1 s: 

Quadruple 50 cal J..:Ji MG \1 : Qounted on half- tracks , 
we r e successfully used in spn.ying bamboo- filled draws believed 
to contain Jap delaying parties and ambush groups . This fire 
eliminated the necessity for a tedious , tirr.e consuming search and 
thereby increased the speed of the advance . ·rhe half-tracks were 
used in several instancas to ev~cuate casualties along the roads 
which were subject to Jap ambushes. 

h . Conveyin£ Trains : 

M- 8 Scout cars and the half- tracks of 
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used to convoy supply tr~ins to und from for war d units . Thei r 
presence U."ldoubtedly :::.ccounted for the safe passage of many con
v oys and assisted in destroying J~p ambush par ties when attacks 
we r e made on convoys. Tho e l imination of such ambushes , hovvev-er, 
vms not complete until Infantr y und Guerr illa patrols o.nd out
posts had rushed out several thousand yards from tht.. rob.d and 
scour ed the country for possible hiding places of Jap r aiding 
po.rtics o 

i. J..:;:tiller y : 

TOT fi r es of several ~rtillcry battalions at irree 
ular inter vals were a0ain used to r,reat advanto.goa Tho effective
ness of the VT fuse vms further o.ttcstcd by many PW r eports. 

90mm iJ .. A guns , controlled and directed by the Division 
L.rtillery , were used extonsi vely in placing harassing and intur ... 
diction fires on Jap bivouacs in rear areas ~"1d on cr itical points 
along the nar row t r ails . 

Photo str ips were used extensively, part i cular l y in 
the late r and more stabilized phases of the campai gn . l~t times 
the strips pr ovided inadequate cover age , appar ently because a 
r egular pFtter n of photographic fli ghts had been impossible . 
Str ips we r e not always issued in sufficient copies . 1/ 50 , 000 
maps , •mile good for the plains , vrer~ distorted in both direc 
tion o.nd distance for the mom1tains. 

Many command , reconnaissance , li ais on , and supply 
missions we r e flown by Division .hrtillery Cubs for all units of 
the Division . There is an urgent need for the or canic assign
ment of two ( 2) L- 5 aircraft to Division Headquarter s and one 
(1) to each Infantry Regiment, these planes to operate under 
the technical control of the Divis ion J~.rti llery Air Section . 

Durint; the course of the car.1paic:n (July l t0 August 21 ) 
in the CAR.i.BALLO MOUNTi.INS , two methods of nullifyine; the enemy ' s 
combat efficiency proved to be particularly effective . The 
first was a 7 hour armistice on July 24, devised to allow enemy 
elements to surrender in comparative safety . The other was to 
employ pw: s to reenter ene~y lines voltmtarily and encourage 
demoralized gr oups to surrendero 

The armistice on July 24 was fully publicized before
hand by propaganda leaflets and br oadcasts from a Public Addres s 
system mounted in an L-5 . 1.1 though individual sur renders during 
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the period were negljgible, the truce evidently produced these 
pronounced effects: (l) Our strict compliance with the terms 
helped to d5.spel the enemy's preconceived conception of our 
insincerity and deceit, (2) The seven hours of inactivity 
provided time for the Jups to consider and evaluate their plight , 
and ( 3) A moral advantage was gained by offerinb a chance to 
surrender because it implies that the enemy's state is hopeless 
and that th0 truce is a generous gift fro~ a superior to an 
inferior forceo ~he reluctance to surrender on the day of the 
truce can be att.:-ibuted to the following conditions : special 
precautions were taken by enemy outposts to insure that none 
could approach the 1.JilElrican linos; many elements were stranded 
in remote areas and had no knowledge of the location of American 
lines; and the disgrace of surrendering dete!"rcd such an o:Jtcn
sible action during the spceified period . However, this unusual 
occurrence must have disturbed the stereotyped Japanese mind and 
further depressed the cnemyts m~rale. 

The technique of using PW 1 s to encourage their comrades 
and compatriots to surrender vras again tried during the campaign . 
After the care and attention afforded these PVIf' s, they wore 
enthusiastic about locating other enemy elements and revee.ling 
the unexpected kindness of our treatment . Formosans wore 
employed for missions because they had not been so extensively 
indoctrinated with the ignominy of surrender and wore therefore 
willing to face their comrades after huvin{! dono so . Howevor, 
this procedure is limited by certain c::mdi tions . It could 
hardly be expected that PW1 s could precede through organized · 
ene~J positions und return unmolested with any sizeable group# 
and ample protection from any retributions on the part of 
civilians had to be in.qured. Durint; August, when PV>T's c'JntactC}d 
enemy groups west of SANTA CRUZ,. NUEVA VIZCAYJ.., several Jap 
groups, mostly F0rmosru1, tho largest of which totaled 65, re
turned ~~th the PW's and s~rrendered to our troopso 

3. Supply and Evacuation1 

Early in July the main effort of tho Division was 
being made in the mountainous terrain west of the CAGL.YAJJ VALLEY 1 

where only one use.bJ.c supply route, Highwa.y 4, and mountain 
trails passable only to foot troops and in a few instances to 
pe.ck animals, existed. It soon became apparent thd.t the Divis ion 
would have to resort to air supply of combat troopsc hll combat 
units wore instructed to select the best available air drop areas 
within their zones of action as they advanced. 
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During the first part of July, the 14th Infantry 
Regiment, a Philippine Army ur.it, operating near DUIT, south 
of KiaNGAN~ came under control of the Division. This ~~it, 
with a strength of 1500,11 v.ras isolated frol'!l all roads, and on 
5 July the first air drop o.skod f or by the Divis ion in the 
campaign was requested~ Later, both 20th Infantr; and 63d 
Infantry troops~ were committed in this area ani air drops 
continued until friendly t:-oops were vri thdra.wn from the sector 
at the end of the campaign. Air drops in the DUIT area. were not 
always successful, owing to inexperienced Philippine Army troops' 
selecting air drop areas too close to the front lines; and on 
a. few occasions the enemy benefited as much from air drops as 
the Filipinos did. 

In KI/~G/ill~ air drops were used to supply 2000 to 
3500 troops for over two weeks. Air drops in KIANGL.N were very 
successful, as supplies dropped outside the drop area could be 
reeovored. 

At Bl>.Nl.UE: air drops of ammunition and rations for 
a strength of 1900 troops commenced on 22 Julyo By 4 August, 
the strength in the Bi.NltUE sector had increased to 4000, 
necessitating the use of pack horses and c~rrying parties to 
supplement the limited runounts of supplies that could be dropped, 
because of drop commitments in other urease Air drop at 
BlillAUE was disc onti!lucd on 10 Jiugust when Highway 4 was opened 
to jeep trafficc During August, a force of 400, sent from 
Blill1.1JE to DUCLIGAN by the 1st Infantry, and another 1st Infantry 
t~sk force of 1500 at HAPAO, were also partly supplied by air. 

On 25 July the 11th Infantry Regiment (PA) (reinf) 
under the control of the 6th Division, was cornnitted near 
BUNHIAN, where no road net · existed and supplies had to be hand
carried from Ml~AT GRiilliDE, located 25 miles to the east. By 
28 July this unit we.s heavily engaged 1000 yards from MAYOYAO, 
and could no longer bring f orward sufficient supplies from 
MARSJ.T GRANDE~ no7v 40 miles o.way4 Air supply was initiated 
27 ,July and continued every three days until 9 Lugust, at which 
time the 11th Infantry moved to BANAUEo 

During the period 3 July to 15 AuGust a total of 
53 airdrops were made to supply troops wh ose strength roached 
7000 at the peak of air drop supply during the last week of 
July and the first week of J~.ugust ~ Part of the losses was 
caused by damage to containers. 
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Total tonnage of supplies air dropped and recover
ed during the period 6 July to 14 August were as follo~: 

Tons Tons Tons % of 
Requested Receiv(3d Lost Loss 

Rations 506 374 132 26.1% 
Ammunition 213 157 56 26.3% 
Signal Supplies 11 8 3 27 .. 2~~ 
Medical Supplies 2 1.5 _.5 25 .. 0% 

Totals 732 540o5 T91~5 26.T'f%* 
* Average Loss, 

Air drop areas should be carefully selected and 
located well in rear of front lines to insure full recovery of 
supplies dropped, Markinbs of drop areas should be changed fre
quently to insure thut the snemy will not be able to set up an 
air drop area within his own lines and receive the air drops 
through the use of u.s. markings. The use of varied colored 
smokes to mark drop areas proved to be very successful and does 
away with the need for changing panel markings froquentlyo 

b. Hand Carriers and Pack Animals,\ 

In the area west· of KIJ~GB~, a total of two batta
lions were oporatinb in rough, densely wooded terrain, preclud
ing the use of air drops. Civilian carriers wore used in larGe 
numbers with excellent results. During the initial phases of 
operations in KI~GaN, supplies wore air dropped in a central 
location and hand-carried to the front line units. Later, as 
roads became passable to KI"~GAN, supplies were hauled in by 
truck to tho hand-carry starting point. 

J;. peak total of 4000 troops were deployed in the 
BJJfAUE sector, which required the use of civilian carriers to 
haul supplies into the area to supplement those dropped by air. 
J. total of 500 carriers wore employed to haul supplios 15 miles 
from GUROG to BANAUE, a tvm day trip due to the terrain, and· a 
trip in which only half of the carriers could Cflrry supplies, 
while the other half rested. 

Carriers had been used prior to this time in the 
LUZON Co.mpaign with only fair degree of success, because civilians 
were reluctant to work in areas where enemy snipers were found, 
but in the CAGn.Yl.J.'V VALLEY civilians would not quit under fire. 
This fact probably accounts for the great success the Division 
had in the employment of civilian carriers in the latter part 
of the campaign., 
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The Division found that owing to the large nu."'llbcr 
of troops in the B1-.NAUE and I:IJ..NGJili area, the combined usc 
of carriers available and air drops could not adequately supply 
the troops committed, and that other m0thods of supply had to 
be used to supplement those already in useo Pack horses filled 
this need.. By 3 August the Division Civil Affairs Section 
had procured 98 horses and had turned over 68 of them to the 
lst Infantry and 30 to the 20tll Infantry~ Heavy pack saddles 
wore avail~o~e in large quantities, but only 35 light wooden 
saddles, sui-table for smalJ Filipino ponies) were obtained" 
Cargo pack beards were found to bo an excellent substitute for 
pack saddles " In addition to hiring the horses, the Ci\~l 
Affairs Section hired one civilian to take care of each horse~ 
Pack teams consistinG of J.7-20 horses, were ort;anized and an 
experienced soldier pP.clcnastor was placed in charge o 

The success of the Division in employing pack 
trains indicates that plans for mountain operations should pro
vide for an ample supply of pack horseso 

Co Evacuation. 

Evu.cuc,tion was one of the most serious problems 
faced by the Di visiono When troops first reached the IBUL!>.O 
RIVER-KIJ .. NGJ.N urea 1 all evacuation from forward positions was 
by a long 1 difficult hand carry over precipitous mountain 
trailso Air evacuation by L-5's, landing on the road just north 
of the IBUlJ·~.o RIVER, was not fc,asible, since a safe airstrip 
could not be constructed in this rough terraine 

Litter bearers faced l onger and more difficult 
carries~ as tho troops advanced deeper into the mountains~ 
trails became loss distinct, and rains increased in intensity 
and duration, Ono of the most difficult carries was that from 
the .n.NTIPOLO po:;;ition to KihNGAN, The route.P e.lthough only 
about 8 milvs long, traveled over tho top of a 3000 foot moun·· 
tain, passed through rico paddy ureas three to four feet under 
water, and crossed four large streams which were unfordablc 
during rains~ The trip normally required two days for a man 
wulking in dry weather .. · In rainy wcat!:lor .• thu trip often took 
four days. Casual tics were often hand-carried, ·not by enlisted 
mcdic&l personnelp (this buck breaking job would kill a white 
man), but by Ifugao natives. Those brown,·nakod men, sixteen 
or more to a litter, curried casualties out with groat di:ffi·· 
culty, but more swiftly than could be done by American soldiers. 
Whore trails became narrryn ledges on the mountain side~ natives 
carrie;d tho litters on their heads with one man at each endo 
A sinble misstep would havo sent the c~su~lty hurtling down 
hundreds of feet to the floor of the canyon. Hovmvor 1 our 
casualties were evacuated without a sinGle loss. One 
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"puncture wound of the chest'• case was carried 8 miles from 
the vicinity of ANTIPOLO to KIJJ,fG.h.N by tho litter bc,arers of 
a Collecting Company and civilians. The trip required 28 
men and eight hours of gruelling labor. When the hospital was 
roached the casualty wns barc.ly able to murmur, "Thc.nk God and 
the Hedics, we 1Jl[~de it,'' · 

In the inaccessible areas in which the Divis~cn 
found itself open.ti:t.(;; portable surgical hospitals were packed 
into the mountains and proved their weight in gold. Their prcs
ono.e in mountain fighting is u. must, if seriously wounded men 
are to be given a chance to live. 

d. The Employment of Wcaseis. 

On 3 July, 12 weasels were rocci ved by the Di vi
sion, 5 each of which wcr0 issued to the lst Infantry and 63d 
Infantry, end ~ to tho 6th Signal Companya 

Weasels were used to haul su~plies and lay vnro on 
soft slippery roads, but in spite of cautious employment and 
driving, at the end of one week of operation, more than half of 
the weasels were deadlined because of broken parts and worn out 
track suspension systems~ In some places , 11vcasols were inuno;.., 
bilize by mud so thick that the tracks lost all traction. Be
causo of their inherent mechanical weaknesses, the usc in the 
future of weasels in mountainous terrain is not rocorunondcd. 

c. Enemy Equ~pment Salvage. 

Throughout the whole campaicn, larbe quantities of 
captured supplios presented a problem, because the Division had 
only one section of o. QuartermastEr Salvage Platoon attached. 
It was necessary to set aside quartermaster transportation and 
personnel to collect and evacuate captured, equipment and SU?
plies to rear collecting points. B8cause of the small size of 
the previsional salvage group, much of tho captured supplies 
could not be evacuated , but had to be destroyed to prevent re
capture, souvenirint; and lootinG• Unit conunanders arc not ab lo 
to carry on and supc.,rvise salvage operations simultancousl~r 
with tactical opera tions. This work should be ~one by quali
fied teams attached to a Division for an entire oporationo 

5. Personnel Matters . 

a . Casualties. 

Battle casualties during the period (1 July to 
15 August) avoragud slightly over 8 per day; non-battle casua!
ties were comparatively light. Living conditions in the 
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CJ.Gl;.Yill-1 V.hLLEY and in the mountains of IFUGi .. O PROVINCE wore 
fur from desirable. Howove~ 1 by continued curoful supervision 
and strict enforcement of S:J.ni tary moe.sures, illness wus hold 
to a minimum except in ono isolttcd instLncc. 

b. The Readjustment Program and Morale. 

Tho i~itiation of the Rvudjustmc~t ProGr~~ con
sunod considerable tir.1e tend plo.nning throughout the period. 
In June, 8 officers and 1C5 eniistcd non wore rcliovod from 
c.ssig;nne:1t vr1th the Division; in July 1 6 officers and 200 en
listed men; in August, 5 officers and 940 enlisted men, and 
later in August, 600 r.dditional enlisted mon. This rdievod 
from assit_;nmont v:ith the Division all enlisted personnel with 
J.djusted Rating Scoros of 85 or higher. 

The mor~:;.le of pL.rsonnc:i. of the Division was uni
formly excellent throughout the period. Initi£-lly, there was 
considerable quostion and some dissatisfactio~ ru~ong tho men 
concerning the Ro~djustm~nt Progr~m. ~s further inforno.tion 
was disscminf.<.tcd o.nd all !Orson.."lel co.mc to realize all the 
problems involved~ tho general outlook concerning the Readjust
ment ,Progrrun became ;norw favor£:blo. 

c. Lo.bor 

Because of poor condition of roads and the dis
tance involved, it ~~s nccvsso.ry throughout July ~nd tho first 
part of i.ugust to secure lo.rgo numbers of nati vc oo.rriors to 
furnish supplies of r~:ttions and amrnUl:i tion to tho front line 
units. From 1500 to 2000 of th0sc laborers vroro secured through 
the Division Civil affairs Office, dailyo When the usu of cur
riers wns insufficient, Civil .lSfairs secured horses which were 
org;o.nizod into ra.:.k trains. To secure this number of animals, 
it was neccsso.r~r to comb t!J.C entire c.rea.. Local ci vi 1 offi
cials assisted materially in the :·rocuromcnt of lo.bor o.nd pack 
carriers. 

6. ModicL.l 

As in previous operations, water was drawn from 
wells sunk near the bo.nlcs of streams and not from the streams 
themselves. Although the engineers locateu water points as 
close to forward troO;::JS o.s possible, hand ce.rry of vmtcr vras 
afton necessary. Troops wore frequently forced to resort to 
the usc of boiling and ho.lo.zonc tablets to purify wc,ter from 
s~rings or streams. The ro~trictcd amount of ~o.tor pr0cluded 
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adoquat8 storili~ation of moss-kits in sorr£ instanc vs . 

b . Insect Control: 

iflosqui toes of the ~~nophclcs num .. mus variety were 
found to bo breedinr; in lurge numbers o.long the banks of nec.rly 
c .. ll tho stree.ms in u.re:.:.s occupiecl by Amc;rican troops . V'lhonev~;r 

feasible the banks of streams within two miles of bivouacs v1erc 
sprayed wc::ekly with 5fo DDT in oil. 

F'lios wcrc present in indcscribr.blc numbers. Con
trol measures afforded by adequate field sanitation, buri~l of 
the munerous enemy dead, us::. of fly trl..ps and DD'l', and dest~·uc
tion of brooding plac0r. quic:Jtly r;;;duced the fly po~mlo.tion in 
fully occupied territory . In forward areas , how~vor~ tho ful l 
effects of swarms of flies "~~'TOrE: seen in the health of troopc::, 

c. Comm~~ic~blc Diseases: 

The problem of supply anC. evacu~tion in the BJ.PLO 
area produced nn excessive. nur..bcr of die.rrhc£. ce.scs in one bs.t
ta.lion . There were several contributory factors . Widely cis
parsed troops depended on r.ir ::lrops and pc,ck tro .. ins for food 
and water. Food containers rlroppod by air frequently burst, ox
posing the food to contc..mination . \',u.ter W3S sufficient in raany 
instc.nccs only for drinking £·.nC. cooking , Dnd not for adequate 
sterilization. Flies wero thick . Enf:my action prevented tho 
buriLLl of m.tmerous enemy dead· in the close proximity of our 
troops. 1;. FiliiJino battc..lion, whose sc.nitation stc.ndc.rds were 
poor, were fighting alon;sido the J~ericc..n he.tte.lion . Dic..rrhoc. 
and dysentery rapidly incre8.sed in number to 178 in the one 
American bdtc..lion in two weeks . This outbrea~< brought out 
forcibly how difficult it is to 0lim.inate diarrhea. in c. forward 
urea during combat, once it hccs become thoroughly infected . 

Many cc.scs of fevi:Jr of undetcrminEJd origin were 
admitteC. to Division hospitals, the greater part of' the 138 
cases of malaria adr.li ttcd between 1 July e.nd 15 J.ugust being 
frora troops in active comb[ct. One cc..usative factor wc.s th<:J 
failure of troops in combat to tc.ke the· rcquirec suppressive 
dose of two ~tabrine tablets rer day. One SUCCf...SSfUl method 
used by several units in combat, wc.s to adrninister 4 tablets 
daily, to nakc up for the periois of close contact when it was 
not c.lways possible to get atabrine to all men~ 

7 . Engineer. 

a. Le.ncls lidos : 

The engineer problem of opening 
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Highw~y 4 w~s conplicn.t~d by 0xcessivc landslides. These wore 
usually cleared in the normal manner by dozing tho debris over 
the s:.de of tho road a..'1d by restoring original grade and C.rain
o.r;e. However, in nWileroua cuscs the ro&dbed itself had slipped 
away froo the mo~'1tain sid0. In such cases, it was necessary 
to blast out found~tions, crib up revetments, and fill in a new 
roadbed. To speed up tho oporations, it was found th~t consid
erable time was savod, except in solid rock, by construction of 
lavv cribs, 2 or 3 feet outside tho previous roud bee'., E:.nd 4 or 
5 fee-t below. An initic.l lo1N r.8.rrow fill wus pushed ~cross. 
enabling light vehicles to cross tho dip ir.uncdi.:.tcly.. The ex
pedient was subsequently dovolopod by a strong retaining wall 
and filling to the for:r.1cr level: without intarrupting neccsst..ry 
traffic. 

b. Maintenance of Ole~ !righwa~; 4: 

J;. heaV1J drain on tho strength of the 6th Engineer 
Combat Battc.lion was tho maintenance of Old Highway 4, a narrow, 
one-way, hand-constructed ro~.d which had been abandonee: several 
years previously. Tho road ht..d been surfac0d with hand placed 
stone und was capable of cc.rrying six ton lo8.ds o Division 
traffic rosul ted in quick cJ0terioration of the road. It was 
found thc.t hand labor to place rock f:.'1d corduroy in the worst 
places wc.s the only satisfactory method of maintenance. Trucks 
were limited to half-ce .. pacity loads. J. continuous pick c.nd 
shovel di tchir:g t;ang vras ncccssury to countoract the innumer
able springs thut bubbled c.long r.nd in the road bed. Much of 
the time, two co:r.1panies Lnd 200 civili~ laborers ·were thrown 
into the fight to keep Old Highway open, und even then it was 
out 60% of the time. 

In the rugbvc moQ~ta.inous c.rca..of operations, 
bridging tho nWilerous rivers and gorges wus made doubly diffi
cult by fluctuatjng flm"l of nater, steep b~:mks, end inc.ccessible 
by-passes., Intcr:rr.i ttent rc.ins tr9.nsforrned dry v!e.shes into 
raging torre::1ts vri thin an hour. In order to keep a line of 
supply open behind the advance of infantry troops, bridges 
were improvised froM mc.teriuls at hand. A destroyed bridge 
to the rear provided a valuable su:"Jply of 12 11 stt..ndard steel 
I beams, 16 foct long~ c.nd 18 11 steol box girders, 30 feet long. 
Tjse of th ese mer:tbers res,..tlted in a 50% st.ving of t:i.me~ labor, 
fmd lu.~be:c. In ono cuse, t:1ese long box girders, used as 
stringers over a deep gorge, made possible a 35 ton bridge, 
saved 2,000 board feE-t of lumber, and allowed supplies to get 
to the &dvancing infantry 24 hours before expectation. These 
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salv-aged steel members expeC.ited wor k in five simi l c.r cross 
ings which would otherw:i.se have been de l ayed unti l standard 
timbers could be brought U'jJ from supply depots far to the rear. 
J~t the IBULtiO RIVER, tho e~1gine e:·s devised a unique solution . 
The river was ~::pproximately 300 feet wide and 3 to 4 f eet 
deep , the current was swift, and the river bed strewn with 
boulders that made fording tre£.oherous . The £.re[', wc.s scouted 
for abandoned J ~,p trucks, which were dragged :into the river 
to ser ve as bents, across nhich 6 by 12 timbers were laid for 
a treadway. Bulldozers maneuve:tred the vehicles into position 
and then hee.pod rocks :md boulders around them as anchors., 
High water occasionally rose over the bridge for four or five 
hours , but r epair cr ews easily replaced damaged sections in 
short time . This 8 ton bridge c c.rried the bulk of the s upplies 
to an Infantry Regiment plus 3500 Philippine J...rrrry troops fo:::
severo.l weeksJ until a Bailey bridge could bo brought forward 
and constructed c.t this critical point . 
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FINIS 

The LUZOH Cur.;~ui~n we s ove r. For 219 succ essive days, 
froT'l 9 LTanuary to 15 il.u~:ust 19 45_. trC'npe of the Division had been 
in combat, Landing in the ussc.ult ct"!; LiiJGAYEN GULF,. the 63d In
f antry (Cor ps Reserve) saw heavy fif,;hting in tho c apture of ROSL.RIO, 
while the r est of the Division pushf,d i n l £md 1 and fou;;ht the battle 
of the CLBARUJJJ HILLS and took !-ITI.JNOZ whe r e the l a r ,ses t concentr a 
ti on of Jap a r ::nor O.!lcount :;red i n tho P&cific War was liquidatcd o 
Aft e r suiz:..ng SAN JOSE, the gateway t o the CAG .. Yi.N Vi.LLEY _, t he Div
isi on advanced to B1~LER B11.Y o.nd DING.t.Lillv BJ.Y on tho et1s t c oast of 
LUZON . Eoving S7viftly covvn the CENTRAL VI..LLEY , th:} lst Infantry 
in a r apid advc.n;::e r etook t ho major part of the po:1insuJ.ct of B1 TlJt"N , 
while the nst of the Divisi on J.~:...u..>1ched the first as s t..ult agailist 
tho heavily fortified SEDIDU LINE eust of HAlU LA. Eer c were :'ought 
some of tho most s avc.go engagements of the Pacific l'iar c VJhen tl1o 
Division l oft this area_, the center of the SHDffiU LINE had. boon 
shattered~ e.nd its right anchor groc,tl~{ w;::akcned o J"ft e r mopping 
up in BJ,TiV\N and ZMffiALES Pr ovi nc e , t he Division moved t :) t he north 
up Highway 5 ~d relieved the 37th Infu.ntry Division in the ARITLO
BLG.b.BJ.G aroa c J.,.fter seizing SALINL.S-PINGKIJUIJ and KLYAPl. in rapid. 
success i on )/ the Division l aunched the drive up Highway 4 vrhich 
wound up the LUZON Ccmpaignc 

In this Clll\lpai gn. t he Divisior;. kill;;d 20,4-80 J u.ps and 
took 1,369 Ft'l[; s. Frienrlly los se s were he~•vy, bo.ttle c c.sue lt:i e s 
t ot alling 854 dead , 7 missing~ and 3,228 wounded o.nC: i njured" 
Tr oops attached to the Di vis.l.on during tho c.ampeign suffered an 
additional 62 dead and Z88 wounded ~.nd injured. T'lc. losses of 
the three Infantry Regiments of the Di '.-isi en wer e a litt l e ovt;r 
93% of the Divi sion totE;.l$ Bc..ttle c:o,s;.w.lties by r er: i :aent were as 
follows: 

KIA ~HA IIA Iv1IA DOVi TOTJ,L --·-
1st Inf::mt:.y 2~.2 660 2S8 4 46 19160 

20th Inf antry 205 719 296 2 46 1~268 

63d Infc.ntry 246 890 187 .. . 56 lJ 390 ... ----
Totals 663 2,269 731 7 148 3.818 

The fighting ~ms over . 0~1ce e.gc.in i n an c.s s cmo .Ly ur ea , 
the Division l ooked forward t o an active part in the Occupat::.on 
of J apan , and i nrrnedi c.t ely begc.n o.n intensive r ehabilitation pr o
gr um o 






