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The following after-action report covers the operations

of the 6th Infantry Division in the CAGAYAN VALLEY of LUZON from 1
July to 21 August 1945 during which period the Division was part of
the XIV Corps operating under Eighth Army, This rcport is a con=-
tinuation of a previously submitied report covering the action of the
Division prior to 1 July 1945 when Sixth Army dirccted the operations
on LUZON.

At the time of the cessation of hostilities with Japan
on 15 August 1945, this Division was probably the most heavily en~
gaged Division in the U, S, Army, A4ll three Infantry Regiments were
committed. When hostilities ended, the lst Infantry advancing cast
from BANAUE had made junction with Filipino forces ncar MAYOYAO and
were mopping-up a hard-won ridge over-looking HLPAO on the northern
. approach to HUNGDUAN, The 20th Infantry had turned the western
© anchor of the formidable Jap position on MT PULOY (L,500 ft. cleva=-
* #ion) which had withstood attack from its frontal approaches and
.~ were within sight of the Jap commnication center of KILNGKIANG to
the south of HUNGDUAN. The 63d Infantry pushing south from KIANGAN
had captured ANTIPOLO, o large food arca, which was sorcly needed by
the beleaguered Japs, The Division Artillery had an unusually large
© mumber of romunerative targets upon which to bring their gun-power
.~ to bear, The Division Engincers had accomplished o major engineering
feat in opening New HHglway L clecar to BANAUE, The 6th ledical
. Battalion and all divisional scrvicc units had performed magnificent-
1y to overcome the problenms of the most difficult supply and evac=
" uation difficulties the Division had cver faced, Certoinly on 15
fugust 1945 the situation of General Yamashita, Suprene Comander in
~ the PHILiPPINES, conplutcl‘; cut~off in the rug gcd nountains of the
- IFUGAO PROVINCE, could be considercd hopeless,

The final chapter of the long and savagely fought campaign
TUZON has been written, Since 9 January 1945 when the assault
ding was made in IINGAYEN GULF, elements of the Division have been
actively committed in combots It is belicved that this record of
~ 219 days continuous action is unsurpassed in the Pacifie Uar, The
. ’ﬁ& lon has been bloody and our losscs severe, It is to our irmortal
) gﬁad, rather than to us the living, that we owe our success in arms,

F/ﬁ/ﬁé?{/z J

C. E. HURDIS
Hajor General, U. S, Lirmy
Cormanding

. - 2313
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INTRCDUCTION

At 0001y, 1 July 1945, the XIV Corps took over opcrations
in NORTHERN LUZON from the I Corps and ct the same time, tacticel
rosponsibility for LUZON passcd from Sixth Army to Eighth Army.
This dote found the leading elements of the 63d Infantry attacking
- northwest along Old and Now Highways 4, in the vicinity of HUCAB,
after an advencce from the LAMUT RIVER which hed begun on 13 Junc.
The 1lst Infantry was in tho process of moving to the. area north of
the LAMUT RIVER, as elocments of the Regiment were rclicved in the
SALINAS~PINGKIAN-KAYAPA orea by clements of the 32d Infantry
Divisione At the same time the 20th Infantry had begun its move=
ment east from BAGABAG to relieve clements of the 37th Infantry .
Division along Highwey S botween the MAGAT RIVER crossing and
ILAGAN, (Sce Fige 1).

The primery mission assigncd the Division by XIV Corps
was to continuc the cttuck to the northwest to seize KIANGAN, and
to preparc for furthor advance on Corps order to ssize HUNGDUAN
and BANAUE., Other missions wore to sccure the CAGAYAN VALLEY and
the uninterrupted use of Highwey 5 in the Division zone, to seize
JONES and to rocornoiter the DIBULUAN and DABUBU RIVER VALLEYS,
and to recormoiter ccst from ILAGAN towurds PALANAN BAY, destroy-
ing any cnemy cncounterced.

Combat units attached to the Division et this timo in-
cluded:

BUENA VISTL Regiment (PA)
2d Provisional Battalion, 3d PANGASINAN Regiment (G)
2d Provisional Battalion, 2J PANGASINAN Regiment (G)

Battery "B", 46Eth Field Artillery Battalion (8" How)

Battery "A", 161st ALA Battalion (90mm)

2d Platoon, Beattery "B", 209th AhA (AW) Battalion
(M=51's on Hulf-Tracks)

Provisional Platoon, Battery "AY, 209th A4A (AW)
Battalion (M-61's on Helf-Tracks)

Company "B", 85th Chemical Mortar Battalion

Compeny "D", 754th Tank Battclion

26th Infantry Scdut Dog Platoon
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Cheptoer 1

THE CAPTURE OF KIANGAN

1, Estimate of the Situetion, 1 July:

The total strength of enemy troops concentrated in the
BOKOD - KIANGAN - BONTOC area was estimated at 12,000 to 15,000,
including 2,000 naval personnel, und 2,000 civilians znd laborers.
Approximately 2,500 were believed to be army combot troops, and the
rest miscellaneous army line of communication units.

In the advance from PAYAWAN to HUCAB, the 63d Infantry had
been in contuct with three provisional infantry battalions, had
overrun their main positions, and reduced the units to remment
stotus., Noticeably absent up to that time was contact with 105th
Division Combat units, believed to be in the vicinity of KIANGAN.

" This suggested that these troops were still in reserve, possibly
= to mon a defense line reported by uir observers to be cbout 2,000
. yerds north of KIANGAN. '

It was anticipated that the advance toward KIANGAN i7omicd
bo extremcly difficults  To secure the road necossitated the cross=-
' .&ﬂg ond traversing of deep rocky gorges, and scaling precipitous
mountain heights by troops who could be supplied only by hand carry.
All along the road, the enemy hed destroyed bridges, carried out
er demolitions, plirted mines cnd dug tank traps. In addition
e obstacles caused by landslides and by friendly air attacks.
moximum effort of the 6th Engineer Combat Battalion would be
-&ed to open the road. Additional Corps engineers were urgently
3ded to support the advance us it went higher into the mountains.

The enemy wus in & position to defend from successive ridges
 Highway 4, end well situcted to counter our thrusts at his
ngpoints. Flank attacks on the supply route were probable,

w e suicidal infiltrations to hurass supply lines and creas

her to the reur clong Highway 4.

. 2. The Battle for LANE'S RIDGE, 1 to 8 Julyi (See Fig. 2
; and sketch)

Operations along Highway 4 on 1 July were limited by land=-
and heavy rains to reconnaissance and security patrols,
&nd to the flanks of leading elements of the 63d Infantry.
my stragglers were encountered. 4 landslide on New High=-
600 yards north of BOLOG, it wus cstimated by the Engineers,
e three duys to clear. A temporary dry weather by-pass
1 this for 1/4 ton trucks end tractors wes mede impassable
end of the day by heuvy rains.
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The following dcy ¢ reconnuissance in force by a reinfore-
ed pletoon of the lst Battulion, 63d Infartry, cncountered an
estimated 59 riflemen und 4 NG's acbout 900 yards northeast of HUCAB
on New Highway 4. At the same time the 24 Battalion, 63d Infentry,
advenced 700 yurds wlong 0l4d Highway 4, overrumning o small delaying
position, but leter being held up by an unknown number of Japs

with cutomatic weapons, defending from o ridge astride the hipghway.
The finding of 29 dead Jups during the duy testified to the effecw
tiveness of our artillery and cir strikes, while 20 rounds of enemy
4frm or 75mm which lended in the 634 zone caused no damafe.

On 3 July, elements of Comapny "G", 631 Infentry, pushed
up 01d Highway 4, killing 16 enemy and capturing a LMG, to a point
2,500 yards northwest of HUCAB, where stiff resistance 2eveloped
‘along high ground leter named "LANE'S RIDGE". A defensive position
including 5 caves was cleaned out, at a cost 0 the enemy of 45
ilivee, G fire from adjacent enemy positions forced the leading
* platoon to withdrew for the night.

Company "G" continued the attack next morning, following
len air strike, and set the stage for the four day battle of LANE!'S
SRIDGE, which later proved to be the Jap's final p0a1t10F guarding
W the approaches to KIANGAN. Company "G" secured o position 400
3nrds south of the ridge, preparatory to an uttaok on 5 July.
© This attack was 1ﬂuncnbu et 0800, following an air bombardment and

Bertillery and mortar preparstions. Company "F", in the assault,
hadvanced only 200 yards, meeting determined resistance from rifles
pand an estimoted 5 MG's. The Company held the ground geined while
Senemy positions were pounded by artillery fire, eand other elements
of the battalion hacked their way through heavy bamboo thickets and
mnderbrush, secking flenking routes of approach. Tanks could not
e brought forward to support the attack, because of a large
Bomb oruter blocking the road at the junction of the Jap cut=off
ant. 01d Highway 4.

On 6 July, & reinforced platoon of Compeny "G" sought to
glop the eneryfs west flank, cutting their way through dense

G0 and up precipitous ridges only to be stopped by 6 MG's and
grous riflemen covering the western approwuches to the Jap
gRgpoint. The plutoon pulled back while artillery concentrations
3aid on the encmy cmplacements. An attempt by Company "F" to
@ flanking approach to the sast was blocked by deep gorgese

In an all-out cffort on 7 July, follcwing nepalm and demo-

\Weapons, the 24 Battelion, 63¢ Infa ﬂtrj; , essaulted and took the
ird slope of LAWE'S RIDGE. Continuing northwest toward KIANGAN,




LAGAWE

OLD HWY 4

LANES RIDG
3-8July

¥

OLD HWY 4

(+3

MT. SANTO DOMINGO

Fig. 2
63™ INFANTRY OPERATIONS
1-12 JuLy
000 500 ] 1000 1000 vos .

SCALE: 1:32,500




leading clements uncovered another strong defensive position on the
reverse slope of the ridge. This position was later found to con=
8ist of 55 mutually supporting emplacements, including 13 pillboxes
and 22 ceves, with enemy riflemen and machine gunners well dug ine
The position selected could only be assaulted frontally, as the
flonks were protected by almost impenetreble undergrowth and deep
ravines.

These emplacements were overrun late on the afternoon of
8 July, in a determined attack following a heavy ertillery and mortar
preparation, and under cover of a smoke screen end strafing fires
of Quad 50's. A total of 51 dead Japs were counted, and 12 addi-
tional Nips were killed when an unknown number of them made an
unsuccessful counterattack sbout 2230, raising the total Japs de=-
s8troyed in the LANVE'S RIDGE fight to over 150.

From the overall excellence of this defensive position,
the enemyfs good physical condition, and his aggressiveness, it
wes believed that, as had been anticipated, the 63d had met train=-
ed troops of the 105th Divisione

In the meantime, the 3d Battalion, 63d Infentry, had push-
ed "K" Company forward on 5 July to securc the rear of the 2d
‘Battalion aloag Old Highway 4. In conjunction with the 2d Battalion's
i duly attack, a reinforced platoon from Compeny "L" advanced along
New Highway 4 to & point 2,300 yurds north of HUCAB, and then moved
west in a wide envelopment of LANE'S RIDGE. High ground about mid-
way between the two highways was secured with nil opposition. At
0800 on 8 July, the 34 Battalion attacked northwest along the high
W pround west of New Highway 4, with their object the commanding
| ground 3,000 yerds north of HUCAS.

1

3 8. KIANGAN Falls: (See Fig. 2)

The 1st and 3d Battalions, 634 Infantry continued the drive
$on KIANGAN on 10 July. From LANE'S RIDGE, Old Highway 4 turns west,
INWhile New Highway 4 runs north to the IBULAO RIVER. The lst
BBattalion, passing through Company "F", by the end of the day had
gdvenced 2,000 yards to a point about 4,300 yards short of KIANGAN.
@ittered enemy fire, tank traps, landmines and numerous landslides
dayed the advence. Another 2,000 yards was geined next day by
pany "B", supported by four tanks and & Quad 50. 12 July Saw
gapture of KIANGAN. Company "C* moved through Ccmpany "B" and
Bcted a junction with elements of Company "K", advancing from

6 IBULAO RIVER. Together the two companies took what was left
'tﬁhe town .
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The 3d Battelion's part in the seizure of KIANGAN involved
days of active fighting along the New Highway. By 9 July

ients were over-~looking the IBULAO RIVER, 1,000 yards south of
1d bridge site, after breaking through a serics of cnemy delay-
positions and road blocks, flanked by steep slopes and bamboo=-
d ravines. On 10 July, two companics engaged in an afternoon
refight with an unlmown number of Japs about 2C0 yards from the
ver crossing. Company "L", continuing the advance on 12 July,

ed the IBULAO RIVER crossing and then lcaving New Highway 4,

ed north and west along the road to KIANGAN. At 1200, at a
along the road cbout 2,500 yards from the river, Company "LY,
d Infantry, made junction with Company "A", leading company of the
) Battalion, lst Infentry, which had assembled ncer LiNE'S RIDGE
‘day before, tnd then had moved out again along Old Highway 4 on
July. On the same day, Company "K", 63d Infantry, striking out
085 country from the IBULAO RIVER reached KIANGAN against slight
ogition eand secured thc town jointly with Company "C", 63d

antry. (Sece Fig. 2)

4, Activities of Other Units, 1 to 12 July:

. During the first few days of July, the lst Battelion, 20th
ntry, end later the 2d. Battelion, lst Infantry had been disposed
2 Highway 4 to the rear of the 632 Infantry, guarding lines of
mications with the aid of Filipino guerrilla units. On & July
Infantry patrol discovered a strong though small Jap position
3,500 yords southwest of PAYAWAN. This took Company "F", 1lst
try, several days to ovecrcome with the aid of artillery ond
support. About 60 Japs were killed or found dead. While mopping
3 wes taking plece in this loczlity, puurols were being sent to
dmorth and wost along the LAMUT RIVER to protect the left (west)
of the Division.

The 14th Infentry Regiment (PA) (-two Battalions) operated
DUIT-HALIAP area, south of KIANGAN ancd west of BOLOG, where
orted the movements and dispositions of Jap remnants living
¢ land in this area. This regiment was attached to the 63d
'y on 11 July.

On 10 July, the lst Infantry was given the mission of
Bhrough the 63d Infantry to scize and secure o bridgechead
the IBULAO RIVER. By 12 July, lcading elements of the lst
n, 1st InfantrJ, had moved to the old crossing of the IBULAO
Highway 4 and had relieved elements of the 63d Infantry in

boicy.

The Division artillery and attuched Corps artillery furnishe-
nt support to assaulting units despite poor roeds,
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difficult weather conditions and inadequate position areas. The
I fives of the 8" howitzers were particularly effective in closing
" cave positions on IANE’S RIDGE. The 90mm AAA Battery proved
 vyaluable in placing harassing fires on KIANGAN and interdicting
. roads in that area,
]
More than LS50 sortics were flovm during the 12 day period,
15 addition to tons of HE; 100,000 gallons of Napalm were droppeds
For four days of the period, bad weather prevented all air activity
including the use of the I~5 controller planc, Principal close
s support targets were IAIEYS RIDGE, KIAIGAN, and the enemy position
3,500 yards soutlwest of PAYAUAN, Targets north of the IBULAO RIVER
‘Were also hit,

Tanks and Quad 50!'s mounted on half-tracks were of great
assistance in the reduction of the IANEYS RIDCE positione A short
distance beyond this point, however, they passed out of the picture,
i all efforts to get these vehicles forward resulicd only in
ting them hopelessly bogged dowm.

5¢ The 63d Infantry illops up Around KTANGAN: (See TMige 3)

BDuring the period 12 to 24 July, operations of the 63d

ntry were limited to local actions to search out and destroy
remnants in the KIANGAN arca, as determined cnemy Sroups cone
d to resist to the west and south of the town. The problem of
and evacuation for troops in the forward &rcas becene in-
ingly serious as continuing heavy rains and high winds hampered
gineer operations to open supply roads,

On 1 July, supply vchicles moving on Old Highway L could
Within 4,000 yards of KIANGAN and could reach the IBUIAO RIVER,
) July, however, bad weather made Old Higlway L impassable,

the next five deys, over 100 vehicles including a tank

foon and a Quad 50 platoon, were marooncd between the Jap cut—off
Junction of Old MHighwey b with the KIANCAN-IBUIAO RIVER

. Adverse weather alsc preventcd supply by aire New Highway
iblocked in four places by large rock slides and demolitions

| the Jap cut—off and the TBUIAO RIVER. Evacuation and supply
omplished by combined vehicle haul and hand carrye. The 6th
Battalion workced 2l hours a day to clear 0ld Highvwiay L
ould be used to supply both KIANGAN and TBUIAO RIVER troops.
july, 0ld Higlwiay L was open again to light traffic under dry
nditions only, and all marooned vehicles had been
Clearing this road involved the removal of mines, fill-
Braps, clearing landslides, installing culverts, and

jing rice paddy rud holes., The 6th Engincers werc also busy




B on New Highway L from the IBUIAO RIVER north, By 16 July a foot
S bridge had been comploted over the river, and on 18 July, an im-
provised jeep bridge wias opea to traffic, This brwdge, later re-
sinforced to take l3-ton trucks, was built on top of captured Jap
S trucks anchored in the swift, boulder-strewn mountain river, Now
; glmay i north of the river was opencd to GUROG on 25 Julys In
he meantime, Corps Engincers had token over reponsibility for New
NHighway 4 as far os the river on 16 July, and on 18 July had begun
Bfork on the first large siide north of the Jap cul~off.
}
During the period, the 634 Infantry and attached guerrilla
Foops patrolled extensively in all directions from KIAHGAN, with
fitable results. On 13 July, 69 Japs were killed, and 131 found
in the area, By 15 July, Company "K" had seized LOIISA to the
80 of KTANGAN against light opposition. Strong cnemy opposition,
lever, was met by Company "C", attacldng cave positions on the
h ground 500 yords to the southwest of KIANGAN, which were re-
ed on 15 July. The same day, a patrol from Company "AY,
ing to the south on PAIAO, ran into two machine guns and an
mated squad of riflemen 3500 yards south of KTANGAN. YMopping-
in the KTANGAN-LONSL arca on 16 July nctted 37 Japs killed and
found dead from rccent artillery and mortar firce Fiftcen of the
were killed by Iﬁt;;:.*.o scouts, 63d Infantry patrols made con-
the same day with clements of the 1hth Infantry (PA) in the
.ty of PATAQ, This Filipino unit, disposcd in the PAIAO-DUIT-
area, had suffcred numcrous casuhltlx.s in scaticred contacts
out the area, and badly needed supplics of all kinds, Oper-
in this scctor wexre very difficult, as the only connccting
‘£rom KTANGAN went up over a high mountain and crossed four
streams which werce impassable after rains, Active patrolling
63d Infantry continucd in the KIANGAN scctor until 21 July,
‘the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry, relicved 634" Infantry
39%n the arca, This 20th Infantry Bottalion, however, re-
undcr the control of the 63d Infantry until the 20th Infantry
regponsibility for the zone on 2l July.

In the advance on and seizurc of KIANGA II, the 63d Infantry,
period 13 June to 21 July, killed, or found dead, 2,383
gook 119 Hi's, The Regiment, d‘-‘lring the same period, lost
195 wounded and injured,




Chap:ber 13

OPERATIONS ALONG HTGHWAY 5 IN THE CAGAYAN VALLEY

& 1, Thc 20th Infantry is Committed in The Cagayan Valley
,..:1'.‘_!3 Fﬁ_g 2 l)

on 1 July 1945, the 20th Infantry initiated rclicf of

ients of the 37th Infantry Division disposed along Higlway 5 be-

| the MAGAT RIVER and ITAGAN (See Fige 1)e By 5 July, the

ent with the 3d Platoon, 6th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop

‘attached, had completed the relief, The 3d Battalion covered the
orthern part of the zonc in the ITACAN area, the 2d Battalion was

sposed in the CABATUAI-CAUAYAN aren, and the lst Battalion, with

2d Battelion, 2d PANGASINAN Regiment (G) attached, was respons-

0 for the ORIOUNG PASS-SANTIAGO-JONES sector,

In the 20th Infantry zone, there werc Wro arcas to which
eneny was known to hove withdrawvn with some organized forces,
‘of thesec was along the trail running east from HAGUILIAN

ards PAIANAN BAY., GCucrrillas reported that small groups of
were living in barrios located along this trail, About 800
reported in the PALAIAN BAY arca. The sccond arca was to the
outh of JOIES, where it was estimated that approximately 1000 Japs,
¢ equipped and in poor health, werc trying to liwve off the
In the upper CAGLYAMT VALLEY, enemy small-scalc harassing
eks on Higlway 5 from SANTIAGO to IIAGAN, and contocts with

id Jap groups attempting to rejoin their moin forces in

the CARABALZO or SIZRRA MADRE MOUNTAINS, could be expected,

. The 20th Infantry remained in this zone wntil 23 July,
this period, the lst Battalion (and later the 6th Cavalry
aissance Troop) sccured JONES, reconnoited to the south up
JIBULUAN and DABUBU RIVER, and patrolled extensively in their
sy but only scattered contacts were made and no organized

ce was encountered,

~ The 2d Batialion also made scattered contacts during the
the majority of which were groups of Japs, who had escaped
 CAGAYAN VALIEY and were attempting to withdraw along
\.'iBst of SANTA CRUZ to join other Jgp forces in MAYOYAOQ
el @

- The heaviest action during the period occurred in that
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‘part of the 3d Battalion scctor cast of MAGUILIANe Fron
MAGUIIIAN to the cast runs the only trail traversing the SIERRA
" MADRE MOUNTAINS to the cast coast of LUZON, This %rail is
passable to weascls and SF's only as far as SAN MARIANO, and
2 then only in dry weatbthcr, Fron SAN HARIANO, the trail crosses
S the PINACUAN D ILLGATT RIVER widich is impassable for vehicles and
%00 swift for weasels., Beyond the river, the trail is very poor
and passable only to foot troops. The country is heavily wooded
and hilly as far as AlBUBU, about half way betwcen SAN HARTANO and
PATANAN BiY, TFrom AIBUBU, the trail runs through the deepest
Jungles of LUZON and crosses mountains up to 4,000 feet elevation.
S Near the coast, the trail descends to PAIANAN TOTH about 8,000
yards up the PAIANAN RIVER from PALANAN BLY,

Company "I", 3d Battalion, 20th Tnfontry scocured SAN
RMARIANO on 5 July, and then crossing the PINACUAN DE IIAGAN RIVER
‘on 6 July, pushed on for 2,200 yards where cncmy rifle fire was
eived, Company X" seccured the trail between NAGULIIAN and
PSAN MARTANO., By 1h July, Company "IM had joined Company I
Which had pushed 5,000 yords east of SAN MARIANO and was in
eontact with an estimated 100 Japs, dug in and supported by

10 s and heavy machine guns, On 15 July, Company "IM and two
toons, Company "I", overran this position and sccured

BULUAN, killing 12 Japs enroute., SPU fire from positions in
HARTANOwas very effcctive in supporting the attacks I[bandoned
d pili-boxes were found in the area and considerable Jap food
ipplies and ammunition were destroyed. The next day, another

D Strong-point was met about 200 yards east of DIBULUAN.

By weather brought operations to a practical standstill for
ext five days, However, clements of the 3d Battalion did

d in reaching JIBUBU,; about 10,000 yards west of DIBULUAN,
July, The trail from SAN MARIANO to DIBULUAN was now so
pery that even lightly--loaded carricrs took o days for the
s From DIBUIULN to AMPUBU was another three days march which
foot troops without packs could ncgotiate,

Js The 20th Infantry is Believed:

In the meantine, the 6th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop
dieved the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry, in its zone on
By The 1lst Battalion moved to BAGABAG in Division Reserve

wuly, and on 21 July passed to the control of the 63d
iry, and relicved the 1lst Battalion of that regiment in the
Al arca.

On 22 July, pursuant to XIV Corps orders, the Division
5 changed to exclude the sector then held by the 20th
and 6th Covalry Reconnaissance Troop, the LAGAT RIVER
the east boundory of the Division, Relief of 6th Infantry
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Division elements in this sector by elements of the 32d and 37th
Infantry Divisions was imitiated on 22 July, and was completed
on 2l July, The remainder of the 20th Infantry and the 6th
- Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop moved to assemnbly areas north of
the IAMUT RIVER, where the 20%h Infantry made preparations to
| relieve the 63d Infantry in the KTANGAN area, The 2d Battalion,
' 2d PANGASINAN Regiment (G) remained attached to the 20th Infantry

and noved to the BOLOG-KIANGAN area on 26 July where it helped
%o secure lines of communication,

During the periody 1 July to 23 July, the 20%h Infantry
killed 382 Japs and took 207 Fif:s while their om losses were two
dead and 15 wounded,

10




PSea pitiair EEE

OBJECTLVE BLIAUE

1. Estimate of the Situation, 12 July:

It had been anticipated that KTANGAN itself swould be taken
easily, since it had been cstimated as carly as 1 July, that at
J6ast a partial withdroyial from the KIANGAN arca was toking place,
Bl and civilian reports indicated further that the cncny s not
thdrawing to the north along Highway L towards BANAUE, but was
treating to the northivest towards the rice terraced mountains
nd HUNGDUAN, At this time, it was believed that the llth
a Army headquartcrs of General YANMASHITL, Supreme Cormander of
phie Philippines, was in the vicinity of HUNGDUAN, and that rem-
ts of the 105th Japancsc Division would be used to block the
hern approaches to this position. From 3,000 to L5000 troops
thought to be disposcd between PACDAN and HUNGDUAN.

To the south of KIANGAN, it was estinated that there

t be as many as 1,000 Japs in the ANTIPOLO-AMDUNTCG arca, con-
ting primarily of rcrmants of the Geki Force (2d Armored Div-

« These troops were thought to be scatierced throughout the
in small groups where they could forage off the land, Iittle
ble in eliminating thesc pockcts was expected,

In the BNAUE arca, it was estimated that clements of

3d Japancse Division, about 2,000 strong, moving south from
0C, might cithcr defend BANAUE or withdraw further to the

h and west in the dircction of HLPLO to protect the northern
aches to HUNCDUAN,.

Jap troops in-the MAYOYAO-BUNHIAN-NATONIN arca, cstinated
ween 1,000 and 2,000 in number, were belicved to be remnants
e, air and naval units, orgenized into provisional in-
units, which had cscaped from the LOTER CAGAYAN VALIEY,

9, The 1st Infantry Capturcs BANAUE: (Scc Fig. 3)

On the aftermoon of 12 July, Company "A" of the 1lst

F relicved eloments of the 63d Infantry ncar the destroyed
REVER bridge, Crossing the river despitec high and danger-

Wift water, the lst Battalion, 1st Infantry, by 15 July

) a bridgehcad on the far side against only scattered
(See Fig., 3). Troops were supplied initially by

pry across a foot bridge completed on 16 July. At this

o
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- tine, the Division rcceived orders to scize RANAUE and destroy
‘any eneny encountered in the RBIHAUE-MAYOYAO area,

: Slight resistance was net 3,000 yards nortisrest of LAGAVE
on 16 July by a conbat patrol consisting of a platoon of Company

AN and a platoon of Company "G" of the llth Regiment (PA). The

patrol withdrew and artillery was laid dovm and disperscd the group,

‘after which the patrol procecded and entered GUROG at noon on 17

~ July. Thirteen Japs were ikdilled 500 yards south of GUROG by Con-

M ngn

) Logistically, roads and bridges were the prime consider-
ations. It was clear that the advance to the north would depend

the ability to open a road and to keep the IBULLO RIVER bridged.
neers had decided thot it was not feasible to kecp Old Highway
open during the rainy scason and had, thereforc, put the main

ncer effort on Now Highway L, This road was blocked at four
aces between the Jap cut-off and the IBUIAO RIVER, where stretches
£ the road bed from 100 to 287 feet in length had been completely
away fron the rocky sides of the mountain, The only practical
d of supply and cvacuation was by combined jeep and hand carry,
Jjeeps being slung on cables around these impassable points.

‘of the river it was found that Highway L was no more than a
trail which had not been used for years, and which was blocked
‘landslides and overgrowths

On 18 July against scattered small arms fire, the lst
on advanced to a point 1,500 yards nortlwrest of GUROG,
g four Japs enroute, Strong combat and reconnaissance patrols
i ground to the east and west of the Highway made no contacts,
3d Battalion noved in behind the 15t Battalion to protect the
ly road,

The next day another l;,000 yards were gained up the
fay by Company "B" of the 1st Infantry without contacts On
uly, the Company met 30 to 50 Japs 1,800 yards west of BANAUE.
lost one man before fleeing to the hills north of BANAUE,
pino carrier was killed and two wounded in this sldrmish,
roceeded the entry into BANAUE on._the afternoon of 20 July,
to the north on Highway li towards POIIS PASS and to the
f BANAUE towards DUCIIGAN were immediately sent out,




3. Artillery Support,

As the advance of the Division progressed beyond KIAGAH

» and the TBUIAO RIVER, the problem of artillery support became in-
 creasingly rl:LL‘f:LculL To haul artillery pieces, particularly

& 155mm How's and ammunition over mountain trails which wrere hardly
Passable for light wvehicles, was no mean feat. To maintain
*communications with forward observers in this mountainous country,
At often was necussary to establish two or three relay stations,
‘Position areas were scarcc, and those that could be occupied were
Pentirely inadequate,

_ The 1st Field Arti llt,ry Battalion during the period was

Min position ncar HUCAB on a small spur running east from Hew Highe
Way L just north of the Jap cut-off., The 53d Field Artillery
Ba.ttallon occupied an unusual position atop a rud"e just south of

€ Jap cut—off and betieen 0ld and New Higilwrays _;, which was

00 feet in elevation and could only be reached in dry weather,

g 80th Field Artillery Battalion (lfed) was in position near
SAYAVIAN FARM. On 18 Jv_ly, Battery "C", 80th Ficld Artillery
Battalion, di place(_ to positions near the lst Teld Artillery
talion, On 16 July, Battery "C", lst Field Artillery Battalion,
mpting to displace foxward, was maroone,d on Och Higlnay b and
at into position along <the rovi until it was finally able to

h its original destination on the west side of the TBULAO RIVER
sing on 20 July, Dattery "B", L65th Field Artillery Battalion
W How), remained in position scuth of PLYAWANW, until 22 July when
platoon displaced forward to PAY.WAN FARM (south of BOLOG) on
Nuly, Pattery "A", 161st AAA Bn (90mm), displaced from positions
the 8" Howitzer Battiry to the vicinity of HUCAB, near the 1lst
id Artillery Battalion, on 1l July, From this position, the
batiery could cifectively shell KIANGKIANG and HUNGDUAN




CHAPTER IV

FINAL OPERATIONS IN NORTHERN LUZON

le The Division Zone_}s Extended:

On 9 July, orders from XIV Corps changed the boundary
between the Division and the force to its north, Philippine
Guerrille forces, NORTHERN LUZON. The Division was now respone
sible for the entire MAYOYAQ = BUNHIAN - SANTA CRUZ area, lying
between the ALIMIT and MAGAT RIVERS, (See Fig. 1). This Corps
order also directed that the 1lth Infantry (~lst and 2d Battale.- | “’h;.
jons) (PA), with the lst Battalion, l4th Infantry (PA) attached,™ ) v &S
move south from their present locations in the lower CAGAYAN e Lot
VALLEY in the 37th Infantry Division zone, passing to control
of the 6th Infantry Division upon entering the zone of the latter.
This Filipino force on 10 July, was given the mission of seiz=-

ing BUNHIAN, prepared to advance to the west and secure MAYOYAO
on Division order,

e

Initially the CP, 1llth Infantry, moved south to MARSAT
GRANDE (See Fig. 1), where a 10 dey supply dump was established
at the rivere Two battalions were then ordercd to converge on
end secure UBAO, the Provisional Battalion, 1lth Infantry ad-
vencing west along the trail from MARSAT GRANDE, while the 1lst
Battalion, l4th Infantry, advanced from the direction of SANTA
CRUZ., By 20 July, the Provisional Pattalion, 1lth Infentry,
had secured UBAO and pushing on to the northwest, ran into
resistance about 4,000 yards southeast of BUNHIAN., On 25 July,
the Provisional Battelion seccured BUNHIAN against slight oppo=-
sition, and the lst Battalion, l4th Infentry, reached UBAO,
killing over 100 Japs enroute. On 26 July. the CP, 1lth Infan-
try, opened at BUNHIAN. Troops at BUNHIAN had to be supplied
by hand=carry from MiRSAT GRANDE, about 25 miles away. This
supply line was protected by elements of the lst Battalion,
l4th Infentry, disposed along the treail.

In the meantime, the 3d Battalion, 1llth Infantry,
after a long march to the south over rugged and slippery moun=
tain trails and across swollen, swift running rivers, secured
NATONIN on 24 July, making only scattered contacts on the waye
By 26 July, leading elements of the 3d Battalion had joined
the Provisional Battalion, 11th Infantry, near BUNHIAN,.

I On 20 July, the 1lth Infantry was given the mission of
geizing MAYOY4O. The advance from BUNHIuN was begun on 26 July
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by the Provisional Battalion, 1lth Infantry, which by 28 July,
was heavily engaged with a strong Jap force holding the high
ground north and cast of MAYOYaO.

2. 1lst Infantry Operations in the BANAUE sector, 20 dJuly
to 15 August: (See Fig. 4).

On 20 July, the 1lst Infantry was ordered to advance to
the east from BANAUE, secure DUCLIGAN, and make junction with
the 11th Infantry which was orcdered to secure MAYOYAO and push
on to the west towards DUCLIGsN, This same day, the lst Infane
try wos also ordered to make junction with PGF troops at POLIS ;
PAGS to the north of BANAUE along Highway 4. Patrols from the
lst Battalion, 1lst Infantry, mede contact with slements of the
1st Battalion, 1lth Infantry (Filipino) at POLIS PASS on 22
July, ond on 23 July, Company "C" of the latter Battulion joined
the 1lst Infantry st BANAUE. In the meantime, the 3d Battalion,
1lst Infantry, with the 3d Battalion, lst Pangasinan Regiment
(Filipino), attached, moved forwurd to the BuNAUE area, and re=-
lieved the 1lst Battalion, lst Infantry, which returned to an
assembly areca north of the LAMUT RIVER on 23 July.

By Corps order on 24 July, the lst Battalion, 1llth
Infentry, passed to the control of the Division, This battalion
(less Compary "C") was ordered to advence south from POLIS P4SS
along the SAPAO RIVER and make junction with elements of the

1st Infontry pushing west from Highway 4., On the same day, the
1st Infantry woas given the mission of seizing and securing
HAPLO. Company "K", lst Infantry, with Company "C", 11th Infan=
try attached, departed BANLUE on 25 July and on 27 July met the
remainder of the lst Battalion, 1llth Infantry, in the vicinity
of GOHANG. 22 Japs were killed during the advance of the two
colums, .t this point, Company "C" reverted to battalion con=
trol and the lst Battalion, 1lth Infantry, was attached to the
1st Infantry. During this period, the 2d Battalion, 3d Panga=
sinan Regiment was brought forward to BANAUE. This unit was
later to prove valuable in furnishing carrying parties to troops
fighting west of Highwuy 4, as civilian carriers were scarce.

Supply difficulties continued throughout the Division
zone and air drops became the chief method of supply in the
BANAUE end’ MAYOYAO sectors. Engineers continued their battle
against time to clear and maintoin the roads leading to all
fronts, General weuther conditions grew worse pnd landslides
increased., With the rosds reported clear, convoys heading for
the front with much needed medicel supplies, ammunition and
rations would suddenly find themselves cut off by new slides.
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0l1d Highway 4 north of the Jap cut-off remained ime=
passable most of the time, TFor brief intervals during dry
weather, it was open, and then only to light traffic. Supply
and evacuation of troops in the KIuLNGAV area wes, therefore,
largely acecemplished by combined hand-verry end motor transport
means, For the 4,000 troops in the KIaNGaN area (not counting
civilian laborers}, this prssented no easy problem. Some air
drops were successfully made in this area, but priority on air
supply had to go to the BANAUE sector which was inaccessible to
vehicles. &8 & result, supply difficulties and heavy rains
greatly hindered operations west of KIANGAN.

Troops in the IBULAO - LAGAWE -~ GUROG area, numbering
about 2,000, exclusive of civilian laborers, were largely sup=
plied by combined vehicle end hand-carry over New Highway 4.
Corps ¥ngineesrs hoped to have New Highwey 4 open for traffic up
to the last and most difficult rock slide south of the IBULAO
RIVER by 28 July. This would greatly ease the supply and
evacuation situation in both the LAGAWE and KIANGAN areas, as
hend-carry would only be necessary for a distance of 100 yards,
Supplies could then be hauled by vehiclas up New Highway 4 to
this point, hand-carried around the rock slide, and then taken
by vehicle to truck heads at GUROG and KILNGAN.

Supply of troops in the BANAUE area wes lergely by air
drop, Evacuation became & serious problem, as it invelved &
hand=carry of more than 15,000 yards from BANAUE. For troops
fighting to the east and west of BaNAUE, the hand-carry was even
longer. At this time there were about 1,500 troops in the area,
exclusive of civilien leborers. This number was cxpected to
rise in the near future to about 3,500 when troops from the
MAYOYAO sector arrived., North of the IBULAO RIVER, vehicles
could go on New Highway 4 only as far as GUROG. From this point
to & point 6,000 yards south of BaNiLUE, there were nine earth
and rocl: slides on New Highway 4 for the engineers to clear,

During ths period from 27-20 July, substantial geains
rewarded both efforts of the 1lst Infantry. While the push to-
wards HAPAO was stubbornly resisted yard by yeard by well organ=
ized Jap positions locuted on key high ground stretching from
GOHANG to HaP4iO, a strong combat patrol advancing towards
MAYOYAO made good progress, securing DUCLIGLN on 28 dJuly with
nil enemy contacte By late afternoon on 31 July, the 3d Bat-
talion, lst Infantry, had reached & position 1,000 yards east
of HAPAO and were attempting to dislodge a strong force of Japs
dug in on the ridge running to the northeast. These Jap troops
appeared to be well-armed and well-trained Infentry with ma=-
chine=gun and mortar support.
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During the first two days of August the enemy launched
a series of determined all-out counterattacks against 3d Bat-
talion positions in the HiPAO sector. These attacks cume from
the north, west and southwest, and were supported by automatic
weapons and mortars. The attecks were broken up sach time with
well directed smell erms and artillery fire, and &« total of 235
dead Japs were counted. On 3 Lugust, Companies "I" and "K", 1st
Infantry, secured positions on the high ground 900 yards east
of HAPALO ané immediately dispatched strong patrols to probe
the ground tetveen this position and the town. 45 a result of
patrol action in this scetor, 34 Japs were killed, and it was
loarned that large groups of Japs were moving northwest up in-
to the mountains,

On 2 August, the lst Infantry was given the mission of
securing TULAID to the northeast of DUCLIGAN end exerting pres=-
sure on MAYOYLO from the west to assist in the capture of this
town. By 4 August the 2d Battzlion hed relieved the 3d Bat-
talion in the BiLNAUE - DUCLIGAN area, allowing the latter to
concentrate in the HAPAOD urea.

On 5 Lugust a strong combat patrol composed of one
rifle platoon end one weapons platoon of Company "G", lst Infane
try, and Headquarters and Company "K", 3d Provisional Battalion,
1st Pangasinan Regiment departed DUCLIGAN. This force secured
TULAID on 6 August and then made contact with a Jap roadblock
about 3000 yards southwest of MAYOYAO, where the 1llth Infantry
was engaged with & strong enemy force 1000 yards northeacst of
towne ;

1lst Infantry offensive action during the period 6-8
August consisted meinly of patrol activity in the HaPAO - B4ANIKI
scctore Company "F" of the 2d Battalion was committed at this
time north of BANIKI to protecct the supply line to the 3d Bat-
talion, Fenatical cnemy counterattacks and desperate efforts
to disrupt communications and supply lines occurred throughout
this scector. A4ll were repulsed and heavy losses were dealt
the enemy with & minimum of loss to friendly forces.

In an effort to shorten ever-lengthening supply lines,
reconneissance patrols from the lst Battalion, which had now
moved up again into the LAGAWE area, were dispatched west from
Highway 4 to seek a new trail to elements of the 3d Battalion
engaged with the ememy in the HAPAO area., These efforts proved
fruitless and the reports were alil the same: "Entire terrain
extremely rough and covered with dense vegetation. A practical
route of supply ond evacuation simply does not exist in this
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'On 8 August, Company "K", with elements of the 1lst
Battalion, 1lth Infentry (PA), attacked north from their position
900 yards east of HAPAO, and gained 1000 yards against small=arms
fire. This opposition came from a strong, well-organized enemy
defensive position, By 10 August, the attack had reached a point
1800 yards northeast of HAPAO along the ridge which dominates
the HAPLO=BINLUE trail.

By this time, troops of the 3d Battalion, lst Infantry,
and the lst Battalion, 1lth Infantry, fighting in the HAPAO area,
had been reduced to a total strength of about 500 men as the result
of battle losses and high non-battle casualty rate from siclkness
brought on by a high fly population and the inaccessibility of
potable water. It was a four hour round trip for a man to descend
from these ridge positions to water and climb back on his hands
and knees with two canteens of water. The evacuation of casualties
was by & long, difficult and hazardous hand-carry. Relief of these
two battalions in the HAPLO area was, therefore, initiated on
11 August by the 1lst Battalion, 1lst Infentry. This relief weas
accomplished on 13 August, and by 14 aAugust, the 3d Battalion, lst
Infantry, end 1lst Bgttalion, 1llth infantry (PA) had closed into -
BANAUE., Heavy rains limited the operations of the lst Battalion,
1st Infantry, to local patrols to continue the development of the
enemy positions west and northwest of BANIKI., At 1720, 15 August,
pursuant to instructions from XIV Corps, all offensive operations
in the Division zone ceased.

B The Battle for MAYOYAO: (See Figs 4).

On 26 July, clements of the 1llth Infantry (PA), with the
1st Battalion, l4th Infantry (PA), attached, advanced west from
BUNHIAN to within 1,000 yards of MAYOYAO, encountering little
opposition. At this point the situation quickly developed into
what proved to be a ficrce battle for control of the commending
terrain northeast of MAYOYAO, The enemy, estimated to be 800-1000
in strength, and supported by machine guns and mortars, wes strongly
entrenched in a series of rock caves and dug-in emplacements on
g high ridge northeast of and overlooking MAYOYAiO. This strong=
point commended the sceveral trails leading into MAYOYAO and had
to be taken.

The reduction of MAYOYAO was to be a tough job., Artillery
support oould not be furnished and air support was unpredictable
because of the frequency of unfavoruble weather, Overland supply
was cbandoned and all supplies were therscafter by air drope.
Evacuation, however, had to continue by an extremely difficult
hand-carry to MARSAT. GRANDE, forty miles away.

By 1 August after heavy fighting, the 1lth Infantry (PA)
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geined a foothold on the enemy position. Although the situation
was definitely improved, the position of the leading elements was
still dominated by the enemy. A4 strong counterusttack was launched
by the Japs that night, causing numerous friendiy cesuaities, but
no ground was given upe During the period 2-7 August, continuous
pressure was maintained on the Jap positions still firmly embedded
in rock caves and entrenchments on the highest point of the ridge,
ebout 5000 feet in elevation., By this time losses hed been so
severe that the Provisional Battalion, 11lth Infentry, was disbanded
in order to furnish replacements to the 3d Battalion, 1lth Infantry,
and the 1lst Battalion, l4th Infantry.

On 7 August the last Jap was pushed off the once seemingly
impregnable ridge, and the approaches to MAYOYAO were secureds All
intelligence reports indicated that the Japs in the MAYOYAO sector
were evacuating in small groups both to the north toward NATONIN
end the SIFFU RIVER VALLEY, end to the south toward ALIMIT, On 8
August the 11th Infantry cntered MAYOYAO. In the meantime, orders
hed been issued directing that the 1llth Infantry assemble in BANAUE
and that the lst Infantry toke over the MAYOYAO sector. Leaving
two companies in town, the llth Infantry pushed on to the west and
made junction with Company "G", 1lst Infantry, near TULAID on
9 Lugust,

On 12 August, Company "G", lst Infentry (reinforced),
completed the relicf of remeining Filipino troops in MAYOYAC, while
Company "E", 1lst Infantry (reinforced), took over responsibility
for the DUCLICAN area. By 13 August, the 3d Battolion, 11th Infantry
and lst Battalion, 14th Infantry, were assembled in BANAUE, where
they were to be rehabilitated for future commitment in the direction
of HUNGDUAIN .

The 1lth Infantry (reinforced) in the MaYOYAO operations
killed over 350 Japs and captured a lerge and well-stocked fiece
arca. Their own losses were over 50 killed and 200 woundeds !

4 20th Infentry Operations in the KIANGAN-MT PULOY Sector,
24 July - 15 August: (See Fige 5).

The 20th Infantry, having relieved the 63d Infantry in
the KIANGAN area on 24 July, was assigned the mission of attacking
to the west end northwest to seize KIANGKIANG, and of destroying
by-passed enemy groups to the south of KIANGAN. By 26 July, the
1st Battalion, 20th Infantry, had edvénced olong the troil from
KI/NGLN to within 400 yards of PLCDAN, where it met serious opposi-
tion from a steep, heavily wooded razor-back ridge southwest of
PACDAN. (Sce Sketch of PACDAN position).

On 27 July, Company "B" succeecded in gaining a precario

19




i‘,"ﬁ-“"“ (e

..

JAP, POSITIONS OVERLOOKING PACDAN

Sketched From wic. LONSA




foothold on a portion of this objective ridge, but was uneble to
advance over the crest due to murderous fires from the reverse
slope and adjecent spwrs ond found their pesition wntenablea

The objective ridge was reported to be defended by at least 100
Japs uwbtilizing well camoullaged inter-ceonnecting spider holes,
with the reverse slope thickly studded with deeply dug, reinforced
CaVGS a

The next two days werc utilized in regrouping forces in
preparttion for the next attucks Or 29 July, following an air
strike, elements of the lst Battelicn, 20th Infuntriy, supported by
elements of the lst Battalion, BUENA VISTA Regiment, attacked the
stubbornly defended ridge and, by the close of the cday Company "A"
hed token the left (south) part of the objective. From this
advantageous position they give close support to the attack of the
1st Battalion, BUENA VISTi Regiment, enabling it to seccure the right
(north) portion of the cbjective after a fierce fire fight. The
cnemy immediately launched a counteratteck, which proved futile
and cost them ten killed,

It was found that the enemy had transformed this ridge
line and reversc slope into a veritablie fortress, bristling with
sutomatic weapons, orgtnized in depth and sxzcellently camouflaged
against air and ground observation. On the crest of the ridge,
the enemy had constructed numerous caves which were connected hy
tunnels. BSpider holes were ulso dug on the military crest and the
reverse slopee. BMany of these holes had undergrcund connecting
tunnelss The extremely precipitous approeches to the top of the
ridge maede it difficult to assault. Some idea of how difficult
is shown by the fact that it took two hours for troops to scale
the almost vertical slopese.

In the process of softening up this objective, Division
Lrtillery (reinforced) fired over 4,000 rounds, ranging from 90mm
to 8=inch, 4.2-inch mortars fired over 4,000 rounds of HE and VP,
and 8lmm morters fired more than 8,000 rounds. In two air strikes
nine ‘tons of HE &nd 26,000 gallons of Napalm were droppede In
spite of this heavy concentration of supporting fires, the dap
fought stubbornly, tenaciously and skillfully to hold his posibtion
until the final assault succeeded.

Following up the action, the 1lst Battalion went on to
secure the town of PACDAN apainst slight cpposition on 31 Julya
Twerty-two Japs were killsd or found dead enroute tnd an additioncl
53 dead were counted in the towne PLCDAN had been extensively
prepered for defense by the enemy with fortified building and
reinforced dugouts.

On 1 and 2 August, the lst Battalion, 20th Infantry,
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mopped up in PACDAN, findinz many dead Japs from artillery fire
and air strikes, and pushed rvecscnnaissence up the trail to the
northwost towards MY PULOY., This formidable hill mass, 4 to 5,000
feel in elevation, rises precipitously to form a huge, heavily
wooded, semi=circular rcck wuil arcund the bowl-sheped rice ter-
races of PACDAN. The top of this ridge wes over two miles longe
To turn its flanks required a long march through trail-less jungles
and over even more precipitous country. The main trail to KIANG-
KIANG runs northwest and north from PACDAN, winding up long snd
steep switch-backs to the summit of MI PULOY. Turning sharply to
the west, the trail then descends the almost vertical reverse
slopes of MT PULOY and runs to the northwest towards KIANGKIANG.
Although still rugged and mountainous, the terruin to the north-
west of MI' PULOY slepes downwerd into the KIANGKIAWG~-HUWGDUAN val=-
ley. The MT PULOY barrier forms & natural obstacle and wes the
most logicel position from which to defend the southern approaches
to KIANGKILNG.

Captured maps leter indicsted that a Jap battalion weas
disposed in depth from MT PULOY to KIANGKIANG, with a reinforced
company dug in on the mountain itself. Lt least thkree 75mm guns
and two 47mm guns wore believed to be supporting this defensive
positione

Company "B", 20th Infontry, attecking up the mountein
trail on 3 fugust, met heavy resistonce from artillery, morters
and machine guns. DProgress was slow and encmy opposition was bit-
ters Not until € August did Company "B" finally reach a position
roughly 500 yords airline from the crest of MI FPULOY, but about
1,300 yards measured along the traile. From here on wus the steep-
est part of the trasil. Heavy roins and dense fogs hompersd the
advance during this period, and enemy artillery harsssed friendly
positions nightly. In the meantime, Company "i" protected the
rear and Compeny "C" the left (southwest) flenk of Company "B".

From 7 to 10 August, Company "B", 20th Infwuntry, tried
to find a way to knock out the resistance stop MT PULOY without
success. The encmy covered the trail from commending positions
which could not be outflanked, It was now apparent that a frontal
asscult to toke the crest would be extremely costly. During the
same period, Company "C" probed along the trail lesding southwest
from PuCDAN, encountering slight resistance, until relicved by
eloments of the 2d Battalion, 20th Ianfantry, on 9 Lugust. In the
meentime, Company "A", 20th Infuntry, attacking north from PLCDAN
on 7 Lugust,; finally geined the top of a2 narrow, knifc-edpge ridge
to the southeast of WMT PULOY on 9 August. Attempts to attock to
the northwest from this position were stopped by heavy fire and
adverse terrain precluded any moneuver by friendly troopse. The
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enemy, curing the period, was &ggressive cnd made several smull
night counterattackss

At this time, Ifugco scouts reported the existence of
o new trail, leading over the southwistern part of LT PULOY, which
Hcd been devc19pvu by natives in the area to avoid Jap units dis-
poscd along the mein trail. The 20th Infantry, therefors, ordered
the 2d Battalion to reconneiter this route with the view of attack-
ing in this direction and by-passing the nmedin Jap position, while
the 1st Battalion contained the eneuy to their front.

On 10 iugust, Componiecs "E" end "P", 20th Infautry, con-
solideted positions gained about 1,200 yurds west of PACDLN against
scottered opposition. On 11 jugust, Compeny "G" pussed through
this position and by 13 August, with the aid of the Preovisional
settalion, GO VISTA Regiment, had gained 1,000 yards to the north
tcw;“ds the crest of MT PULOY. The Jup was now reacting to the man-
suver and y19 ﬂd 75um fire on Gompany "G's" position and made small
night infiitrations, Une 76mm gun was finally spotted by & cub
plane on the reverse slope of MT PULOY, but was found to be in such
6 location thet criillery fire coula not reach it. On 14 and 15
huzust, ¢lements of the Buena Vistsa Regiment attecked to within 200
vards of the crest; only to be crivean back by heevy Jep fire. Un
15 hugnst, offensive operations ceased.

el
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« Operations in the PALAO-ANTIPOLO Ares, 24 July-1& Auvzust:

TSec Fife 5)s

To the south of KIANG.LN, the 2d Battalion. EOth Infantry,
vwas given the mission on 24 duly to securc the DUIT-H.LI.P cres,
and then sdvance in the direction of ANTIFOLO, destroying any hos-
tile forces encountered. The 2d Bettnlion and Compeny "L", 14th
Infantry (PA), which had been c¢.rrying on guerrille warfare against
the Jops in this arca for the past thres months; were atteched to
the 20th Infantry. PALLO was sscured on 26 July by Compeny "F!,
20th Infentry and on 27 July, Company "E", 20th Infantry occupied
DUIT, killing 54 Japs in scattered contacts throughout the ares.

For the next fsw days, 20th Infantry petrols sccrched outb
the ares to the southwest, Comﬂuﬁv "p!working in the erea south-
west of PALAQ and north of AMDUNTOG, while Compeny "E" operated in
the HALIAP erea. Only smell Jap groups, which avoided combat &nd
were quickly dispersed by artillery fire, were contacted. It was
believed that the largest Jap groups were in the ANTIPOLO ares,
where it wos estimated thet cbout 600 Japs, mainly remmunts of the
GEXI FORCE, werc trying to live off the 1hu In the mewntims,
clements of the 24 Battalion, 1l4th Infantry, utt;cking to the south-
west from Pils0, on 30 July secured a hill cbout 800 yards north-
eest of AMDUNTOG, killing over 50 Japs in the advinco,
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In the three day period, 1-3 August, Compeny "F", 20th
Infentry, with elements of the l4th Infantry killed or found dead
from artillery fire, over 130 Japs in the AVDUNTOG-CACCAJA srea.
Company "G", which had joined Compeny “E" at DUIT on 31 July,
advanced to the south and southwest and on 3 August seized the
high ground 2,500 yards northeast of ANTIPOLO, The next day, the
advence of this company to the southwest progressed enother 1,000
yardse

At this time, in order to allow the 20th Infantry to make
its maximum effeort against KT PULOY,. the 63d Infantry was ordered
to relieve the 20th Infantry in the ANTIPOLO sector and continue
operations there. On 5~6 August, slippery mountain trails and
swollen rivers resulting from heavy reins, restricted patrol move-
ments in the area and delayed the relief; which wes not completed
until 7 August.

Advancing through heavy undergrowth and up to their waists
in water-filled rice paddies, clements of the 2d Battelion, 63d
Infantry, on 8 August advanced south along the high ground which
had been teken over from Company "G", 20th Infantry. By 11 August,
the Battalion, assisted by Company "H" and Combat Company, 14th
Infantry, had secured the objective, the high ground 1,500 yards
southeast of and overlooking ANTIPOLO. Only slight resistance was
met ,during the advence. From 11 Lugust to 15 August, when offen=-
sive operations were terminated, elements of the 63d Infantry pat-
rolled the ANTIPOLO area. No organized resistence was encountered,
but only small, poorly-armed, and disorganized Jep groups, which
usually withdrew without making contact, were observed. It was ap=
parent that the Jap in this area had had enough.

Later, after the 3d Battalion, 20th Infantry had teken
over responsibility for the KIANGAN area, the Commanding Officer
of that battalion carried on surrender negotiations for three
days, 18-20 hugust, with Jap officers in the vicinity of AMDUNTOG.
These negotiations all fell through, as the Jups failed to carry
out instructions agreed upon, These failures were probably brought
on by the disorganized state of the enemye

6« Artillery Support (20 July = 15 hugust)e.

Despite poor roud conditions, bad wesather, emnd supply
difficulties, the Division Artillery (reinforced kept artillery
units well forward and were able to support effectively the advence
of the Division. Battery "B", 80th Field artillery Battalion
(medium) displaced to the IBULAO RIVER near the position of Bate
tery "C", lst Field artillery Battalion on 26 July.’ By 27 July a
platoon from each of these batteries were in position on Highway 4
neer GUROG from which they could support the 1st Infantry in the
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HLPAO sectore These guns had to fire from positions on the trail,
barely wide enough for & jeep, since there were no other position
areas in this mountainous countrye. By 2 August, the remacinder of
the 80th Field Artillery Beattalion had closed into the IBULAO
RIVER position. On 4 August, engineer work on Highwey 4 had pro=-
gressed to the point where all of Battery "C", lst Field Artillery
was able to displece to a position 4,000 yards north of GUROG.

In the meantime, the 5lst Field Artillery had moved from
an assembly north of the LAMUT RIVER to positions in KIANGAN, clos=
ing there on 1 August. From here, effective support could be given
the 20th Infantry in its advance on KIANGKIANG. The 53d Field
Artillery Bettelion was brought out of the line and returned to
the Division camp area north of the LAMUT RIVER for a well-carned
reste The lst Field Artillery Battilion (-Battery "C") which up
to the timec had been firing from positions near HUCAB, displaced
to KIANGAN, closing therc on 10 August.

During the period the Division Artillery lost. the Corps
90mm bettery (Battery "A", 161st AAL Battalion) which departed the
Division zone on 4 August. Battery "B", 465th Field Artillery
Battalion (8" howitzer), however, remained and continued to give
the Division excellent support. This battery displaced forward
from its position near PAY/WAN FARM and closed into a position
area near the lst Field Artillery Battalion on 4 August.

Artillery support was & primery factor in getting the
Infantry forward in the MOUNTAIN PROVINCE fighting. 4ir support
was not always wvailable, &s weather condition frequently caused
the concellation of strikes, Infantry attacking over rugged,
mountaincus, wild terrain where only foot trails existed, could
not always get adequate support from its own weapons, chemical
morters, and tanks. Artillery, therefore, was the only real
support that could be depended upon, rain or shine, night or daye

7¢ Engineer Operationss

As rains became longer in duration and more intense,
engineer work becamc increasingly difficult. Repeated landslides
and mud=holes developed without warning, end bridges, culverts,
and sometimes the road-bed itself, were continuelly being washed
oute The IBULAO RIVER Jap-truck bridge wus twice washed out during
the period 6-~11 flgust, and the foct bridge was completely washed
down the river. The LAMUT RIVER bridge was alsc knocked out at

_intervals, as well as smaller bridges along Highway 4 to the northe.

The major engineer feat wes the opening of New Highway 4
clear to the IBULAC RIVER by the 27th Engineer Construction Battalion
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(XIV Corps). This marvel of field engineering was completed on

11 Avguet in extraorairarily good time, considering the
difficulties experierced

wies completed by Cerps Impine o) v In the meantime,
the 6th Engineer Battalion working on Highway 4 north of GUROG
made considerably belter progress than originally articipated, and
by 10 August had opened the road clear to BaNAUE, With the opcn=
ing of New Highway 4 the IBULAO RIVER, Old Highway 4, which had
steadily deteriorated, was sbandoned and used only for tractors
and dozers.

1 the period, more and more difficulty was experi-
enced in keeping open the road from the IBULAO RIVER crossing to
KIANGAN o hi cad in places passcd through rice paddies which,
when wet, were bottomless. By constent work, corduroying, and
filling with rock, engineers were able to keep the road pessable
to vehicles, with the help of tractors at the worst spotse

The Engineers played a vital part in the mowntein fighting
PROVINCE. The advance of the Division high into this
ed rice terrace country was made possible only by the pro=-
ous iabor of the Engineers,

fedical Support.

The work of the 6th Medical Battalion was no less diffie-
cult than that of the Engineers, Long litter carries over
extremely rough terrain end precarious mountein roads were but
routine daily problems. Particularly valuable in caring for emer=—
gency casualties were the 24th snd 55th Portoble Surgical Hespitalss
The 55th Porteble Surgical Hospital pecked overland into an arca
near the IBULAO RIVER crossing well before the opening of MNew
Highway 4, end the 24th Portable Surgical Hospital packed up
Highway 4 into BANAUE shortly after the lst Infentry took the towne

Qs The Division Comes Cut of the Line,

With the cessation of offensive operations on 15 sugust,
the Division immediately put into effect plans which it had made
to receive the surrender of General Yamashitae, Supreme Commonder
of the PHILIPPINES, and what was left of his XIV Arcs Army e
Pamphlects giving surrcnder instructions were dropped and broad-
casts from I~5 planes were mads. Although same negotiations were
carried on with Japanese local commanders south of LIANGAN, up
until the time the Division was relieved, there were no overtures
made by General Yamashita, /pparently the haughty "Tiger of
Melaya" was aweiting either further instructions from Tokio, or
the announcement that formal surrender terms had been signed,
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However, on 19 Auzust, an American P-38 pilot, who had been
forced to bail oub over MT PULOY on 8 August; when his plane caught
fire, and had been captured by The enemy, was returqed to the

lst Infantry lines nsar HAPAO by a Japsnese escort. Although the
Japs had not told this American cofficer that the war was over, he
had suspected as much, since while he was held captive at the main

enemy headquartsrs (p?esumbbly General Yamashita's), the treat-
ment accorded him by the Japs suddenly took a decided turn for

the better on the morning of 15 Auguste The officer reported to
Division Headguarters with a letter, dated 16 August, addressed

to the "Commander of the American Forces" from the "Commander~in-
Chiecf of the Japanese Army", Although the signature was illegible,
it was believed to have been signed by General Yamashita himselfe
The Jetter had little to say other than that the American officer
had refused to divulge any information, had conducted himseif
admirably, end since he was of no further wveclue; was being returned
to the Americen forces., On Z1 August, just before the Division was
relieved, this officer wes flown in an L~5 over the areas southwest
of HUNGDUAN en? positively located the main enemy headquarters
where he had been held captives Thet this wes General Yamashita's
headquarters waz later confirmed, when communications between
General Yemashita himself and the 32d Infantry Division were estab=
lished on 25 August after a Cub plene flying over the area had
dropped a message to him the day before, Cub pilots also observed
at this time that large groups of Jap soldiers were assembling in
the general vicinity of the headquerters. apparaently in prepara~
tion for an actual surrender.

On 16 August the Division wes salerted for movement to
Japan us part of the American Army of Occupatiornie XIV Corps issued
orders on 18 August for the relief of the Division by elements of
the 32d Infantry Division and the Division began its movement out
of the mountains,

The 1st Infantry was ordered to assemble in the Division
cemp area north of the LAMUT RIVER, except for one Battalion
(=one Compeny) which wes to remain at the IBULAO RIVER crossing
until relieveds The 1lth Infantry (22 Battalion), with the 1lst
Battalion, l4th Infantry. 3d Battalion, 1lst Pangasinan Regiment,
end 2d Bgttalion, 3d Pangasinan Regiment attached, was ordered to
assemble at BANAUE awaiting further instructions, The 20th Infeantry
was ordered to assemble in the Division camp area, except for one
company to remain at KIANGAN until relieved. The 14th Infantry
(»1st Battalion and 3d Battalion (~Company "L") and BUENA VISTA
Regiment were ordered to assemble in KIANGAN, while the 2d Battalion,
2d Pangasinan Reogiment end Company "I", 3d Pangasinan Regiment,
which had been securing Highwe; 4, were ordercd to remacin in place,
awaiting further instructions, Company "A", 6th Engineer Battalion,
elements of the 6th Medicsl Battalion, and the 24th Portable
Surgical Hospital were ordered to remain in the LAGAWE-KIANGAN area
until all 6th Infantry Division troops had been rellcvede
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At 1800, 21 fuzust, the 3d Battalion, 128th Infantry of
the 32d Infentry Division compieted the relief of 6th Infantry
Division clements in the forward areas and all Filipino units
passed to the control of the 32d Infuntry Divisione By 24 August
all troops of the Division had closed into their assembly arcas,
The Division was finally out of thc hiils,

During the campeign in the CAGAYAN VALLEY, the Division
killed 7,702 Japs, took 925 Fii's, and captured or destroyed over
800 enemy vehicles, tons of ammunition, and largce amounis of food,
medical, signal, and ordnence supplics. Battle casuslties of the
Division were 99 dead and 432 wounded and injured.




SUMMARY OF LESSONS LEARNED

1. Operational:

ae Beating the Jap At His Own Game;

In the campaign fought along Highwey 4, where in-
creaeingly ruzged, wild and densely vegetated terrain was met
as the advance progressed, it was again pointedly brought out
that one of the best ways to defeat the Jap is to push through
his position, end once in behind him, to keep moving forward,
keeping him of'f balance, and never giving him a chance to recover.
These are faverite Jap tactics, but turned against him, they work
even better, When our troops get in behind him, the Jap becomes
confused mnd does stupid things in his efforts to recoup the
situation. TFrom the LAMUT RIVER to KTANGAN, Highway 4 runs for
20 miles, every foot of which is ideal ambush country. To keep
pushing forward rapidly in such terrain, despite Jap infiltra-
tions and haressing raids on our supply lines, was & risk, but
it shortened the campaign many weeks and saved many casualties.
Had our troops stopped to seccure the flenks of the road in this
Jjungle-mountain country, the Jap would have had time to get set
for our successive attacks. As it turned out, the Jap was knock=-
ed off balance, and was able to make only two major stands during
this drive, one near PAYAWAN FARM and the other at LANE!S RIDGE,
Tt is true that during the earlier part of the advance, our
losscs from repeated Jup ambushes and raids on our supply trains,
day and night, were greater than our losses in the attack, Never=-
theless, these losses were justified. Lives were saved by
vigorously pushing up the road end avoiding costly attacks against
Jap groups on our flanks, These by-passed groups of Japs had
only a limited time to haress our lines of communication, as they
could not supply themselves, end were forced to withdraw sooner
or leter., The very fact that those tactics shortened the cam~
paign saved additional lives.

be "Artillery and Air Preparations in Depth;

In this campaign our advence was tied to the one
existing mountain road, Highway 4, because of the cxtreme diffi-
culty of oross~country movement: By the same token, the Jep dew
fense was also tied to the road. These conditions made the
employment of ertillery and air in depth particularly effective,
as succeeding objectives, for days shead, could be readily se=-
lected and uall possible defensive localities in the ares could
be constantly pounded, day and nights This had an accumulative
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effect that grew in intocnsity us the advance progressed deeper
into the cnemy's position.s It immobiliged him, disrupted his
supply, evacuation, and communications, destroyed his defensive
positions, caused him constent casualties, herassed his reserves,
gave him no rest, and lowered his morale to the breasking point.
Against these tactics, the Jup hud no defonse., To escape this
relentless punishment, he had to either die, or withdraw far to
the rear. The hundreds of Jeps found dead from ertillery, air
bombing, strafing and Napalm strikes along Highway 4 during the
advance, attested to the deedly effectiveness of these tactics.
Many PWis testified os ©to the devastating effect constant shell=-
ing and air strikes had on the nerves and morale of their troops,
not only in the front lines, but also all along their lines of I
communications and in their rear areas, Many, who could not y
stand the punishment any longer, committed suicide, ren to the
reer, or made suicidal banzai attacks against our troops to end _
their suffering. 1

P B T e TN T

c,» Tactics Used Agoinst Jap Delaying Positions: ¢

The terrain encountcred by our troops shortly after
the crossing of the LaMUT RIVER was a combination of very steep
rugged hills, desp river gorges und densely forested jungle
terrain with muny bamboo thickets.

Difficulty of eross~country movement combined with
limited visibility made the delaying tactics of the Japs ex-
tremely effective. Thses delaying positions were usually found
along narrow trails «t & sharp bend. Consisting of several MGs
supported by a flew riflemen, these positions had to be flanked,
as any frontal assault along such & narrow trail would be very
costlys

Flanking movements eround such delaying positions,
where the terrcin would permit, were usually successful because
of the lack of depth in eech of the Jap positions. The direct
fire end crushing power of tamks cnd Quad 50's in half-tracks,
where they could be used, quickly reduced meny Jop delaying
positions.

Where the Jop position was & strong point, it wes
usually located so thet its flenks were secured by natural
barriers mede by cliffs or deep and thickly covered draws, This
necessitated the massing of all artillery and supporting wezpons
to keep the Jup in his reverse slope defenses, while the Infeantry
could advance, under ¢overing fire, to the ridge znd engage the
enemy with small arms, bazockus, and grenudes-
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d. Air Support:

Because of fog and low-hanging clouds prevalent
in the early morning hours, close-support air strikes preceding
an attack were frequently delayed or cancelled. The resulting
delay in the time of attack sometimes gave the attacking forces
insufficient time to consolidate their gains and plan defenses
properly prior to darke. Several sharp Jap counterattacks at
dusk were partially successful for this reason.

4 Philippine Army unit engeged with a strong Jap
force in positions slong a high ridge used close air support to
the maximum advantagc. Friendly artillery was out of support-
ing distence of this action. During one air strike it was notic-
ed that the Japs pulled out of their ridge positions and occcupied
caves on the slopss while the strike wus in progresse The follows
ing day, aftor the strike -was completed, several planes continued
to make dunmy runs on thé Jap held ridge. The ecnemy thinking the
strike still in progress, stayed in his caves und allowed the
Philippine Army units to take the hill and occupy the: Jap posie
tions without a singlc casualty.

e, War Dogs:
The Scout Dog Platoons were very effective in close
terrain, beccuse the dogs frequently pointed out Jup defenses

and smbushes while they wore still invisible to the Infantry.

f. Communications:

Forward units in places accessible only with great
difficulty aend where radio communication was lacking were
frequently conteacted by an observer in &« cub plane equipped with
ann SCR 300 netted with the ground commander'’s radio,

ge Self-propclled Quad 50's:

Quedruple 50 cal ALA MG®3, mounted on half-tracks,
were successfully used in spreying bemboo-filled draws believed
to contain Jap delaying parties and ambush groups. This fire
eliminated the necessity for a tedious, time consuming search and
thereby increased the speed of the advance. The half-tracks were
used in several instances to evacuate casualties clong the roads
which were subject to Jap ambushes.

hs Convoying Tronins:
ying

M-8 Scout cars asnd the half-tracks of the LAA wer
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used to convoy supply trains to end from forward units. Their
presence undoubtedly necounted for the safe passage of many con=-
voys and assisted in destroying Jap ambush parties when attacks
were made on convoys., The elimination of such esmbushes, however,
was not complete until Infantry snd Guerrilla patrols and out-
posts had pushed out several thousand yards from the roasd end
scoured the country for possible hiding places of Jap raiding
perties,

i. Artillery:

TOT fires of ssveral artillery battalions at irreg=
ular intervels were ajein used to grest advantage. The effective=
ness of the VI fuse was further attested by many PW reports.

90mm AlA guns, controlled and directed by the Division
lrtillery, were used extensively in plecing harassing and inter=-
diction fires on Jap bivouacs in rear arcas and on critical points
along the narrow ftrails.

Photo strips were used extensively, perticularly in
the later and more stebilized phases of the campaign., Lt times
the strips provided inadequats coverage, apparently because a
regular pettern of photographic flights hed been impossible.
Strips were not always issued in sufficient copics, 1/50,000
maps, vwhile good for the plains, were distorted in both direc-
tion and distance for the mounteins.

Many command, reconnaisssnce, liaison, and supply
missions were flown by Division Artillery Cubs for all units of
the Division. There is an urgent need for the orgenic assign=-
ment of two (2) L-5 aircraft to Division Headquarters and one
(1) to each Infantry Regiment, these planes to operate under
the technical control of the Division Artillery Air Section.

2+ Propaganda Warfare:

During the course of the campaizn (July 1 to August 21)
in the CARABALLO MOUNTAINS, two methods of nullifying the enemy's
combat efficiency proved to be particularly effective. The
first was a 7 hour armistice on July 24, devised to allow enemy
elements to surrender in comparative safety. The other was to
employ Pllts to reenter enemy lines voluntarily and encourage
demoralized groups to surrenders

The armistice on July 24 was fully publicized before-
hand by propaganda leaflets and broadcasts from a Public Address
system mounted in an L~b5. Although individual surrenders during
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the period were negligible, the truce evidently produced these
pronounced effects: (1) Our strict compliasnce with the terms
helped to dispel the enemy's preconceived conception of our
insincerity and deceit, (2) The seven hours of inactivity
provided time for the Japs to consider and evaluate their plight,
and (3) A moral advantage was gained by offering a chance to
surrender because it implies that the enemy's state is hopeless
and that the truce is a generous gift from a superior to an
inferior force., The reluctance to surrender on the day of the
truce can be attributed to the following conditions: special
precautions were taken by enemy outposts to insure that none
could approach the imerican linesi many elements were stranded
in remote areas and had no knowledge of the location of American
lines; and the disgrace of surrendering deterred such an osten=
sible action during the spccified period. However, this unusual
occurrence must have disturbed the stereotyped Japanese mind and
further depressed the cnemy's morsle.

The technique of using PW's to encourage their comrades
and compatriots to surrender wes again tried during the campaigns
After the care and attention &fforded these PW's, they were
enthusiastic about locating other enemy elements and revesling
the unexpected kindness of cur treatment. Formosans were
employed for missions because they had not been so extensively
indoctrinated with the ignominy of surrender and were thorefore
willing to face their comrades after having done so, However,
this procedure is limited by certain conditions. It could
hardly be expected that PN's could proceds through organized °
enemy positions and return unmelested with any sizeable group,
and ample protection from any retributions on the part of
civilians had to be insured. During August, when PW's contacted
cnemy groups west of SANTA CRUZ, NUEVA VIZCAYA, several Jap
groups, mostly Formosan, the lergest of which toteled €5, re-
turned with the PW's and surrendered to our troops.

3« Supply and Evacuationi

8. Supply by hir:

Barly in July the main effort of the Division was
being made in the mountainous terrain west of the CAGAYAN VALLEY,
where only one wseble supply route, Highway 4, and mountain
trails passable only to foot troops and in & few instances to
peck animals, existed., It soon became eppearent that the Division
would have to resort to air supply of combat troops. All combat
units were instructed to select the best available air drop areas
within their zones of action as they advanced,
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During the first part of July, the 1l4th Infantry
Regiment, a Philippine Army unit, operating near DUIT, south
of KIANGAN, came under control of the Division., This unit,
with a strength of 1500, was isolated from all roads, and on
6 July the first air drop esked for by the Division in the
campaign was requested. Later, both 20th Infantry and 63d
Infantry troops, were committed in this area and air drops
continued until friendly troops were withdrawn from the sector
at the end of the campasign, Air drops in the DUIT area were not
always successful, owing to inexperienced Philippine Lrmy troops'
selecting air drop areas too close to the front lincs, and on
a few occasions the onemy benefited as much from air drops as
the Filipinos did,

in KIANGAN, air drops were used to supply 2000 to
3500 troops for over two weeks, Air drops in KIANGAN were very
successful, as supplies dropped outside the drop area could be
recovered,

4t BANAUE, air drops of ammunition and rations for
a strength of 1900 troops commenced on 22 July. By 4 August,
the strength in the B4NAUE sector had increased to 4000,
necessitating the use of pack horses and carrying parties to
supplement the limited amounts of supplies that could be dropped,
because of drop commitments in other &reas. Air drop at
BANAUE was discontinued on 10 August when Highway 4 was opened
to jeep traffic. During August, a force of 400, sent from
BANAUE to DUCLIGAN by the lst Infantry, and another lst Infantry
task force of 1500 at HAPAC, were also partly supplied by air.

On 25 July the llth Infantry Regiment (PA) (reinf)
under the control of the 6th Division, was committed near
BUNHIAN, where no road net existed and supplies had to be hand-
carried from MARSAT GR/INDE, located 25 miles to the easte By
28 July this unit wes heavily engaged 1000 yards from MAYOYAO,
and could no longer bring forwerd sufficient supplies from
MARSAT GRANDE, now 40 miies away. Air supply was initiated
27 July and continued every three days until 9 Lugust, at which
time the 1llth Infantry moved to BANAUE.

During the period 3 July to 15 August a total of
63 airdrops were made to supply troops whose strength reached
7000 at the peak of air drop supply during the last week of
July and the first week of August, Part of the losses was
caused by damage to containers.,
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] Total tonnage of supplies air dropped and recover-
ed during the period 6 July to 14 August were as follows:

Tons Tons Tons % of
Requested Received Lost Loss
Rations 506 374 132 26.1%
Ammunition 218 157 56 2643%
Signal Supplies 11 8 3 27 2%
Medical Supplies 2 1.5 oD 25.0%
Totais 3 B40.5 291,00  S0eiipk

* Average lLoss,

Air drop arcas should be carefully selected and
located well in rear of front lines to insure full rocovery of
supplies dropped. Markings of drop areas should be changed fre-
quently to insurc that the snemy will not be able to set up an
air drop area within his own lines and receive the air drops
through the use of U. Se markings. The use of varied colored
smokes to mark drop areas proved to be very successful and does
eway with the need for chsenging penel markings frequently.

b« Hand Carriers and Pasck Animals,

In the area west of KIANGAN, a total of two batta=-
lions were operating in rcugh, densely wooded terrain, preciud=-
ing the use of air drops. Civilian carriers were used in large
numbers with excellent results, During the initial phases of
operations in KIaNGaN, supplies were air dropped in a central
location and hand-carried to the front line units. Later, as
roads became passable to KI.NGAN, supplics were hauled in by
truck to the hand-carry starting point,

A peak total of 4000 troops were deployed in the
BANAUE sector, which required the use of civilian carriers to
haul supplies into the area to supplement thosc dropped by air.
41 total of 500 carriers were employed to haul supplics 15 miles .
from GUROG to BANAUE, & two day trip due to the terrain, and'a
trip in which only half of the carriers could cerry supplies,
while the other half rested.

Carriers had been used prior to this time in the
LUZON Campaign with only fair degree of success, becoausc civilians
were reluctant to work in arcas where encmy snipers were found,
but in the CAGAYAN VALLEY civiliens would not quit under fire,
This fact probably accounts for the great success the Division
hed in the employment of civilian carriers in the latter part
of the campaign.
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The Division found that owing to the large number
of troops in the BANAUE and KIANGAN area, the combined use
of carriers available and air drops could not adequately supply
the troops committed, and that other methods of supply had to
be used to supplement those already in use, Pack horses filled
this need. By 3 August the Divisiocn Civil Affairs Section
had procured 98 horses and had turned over 68 of them to the
1st Infantry and 30 to the 20th Infantry. Heavy pack saddles
were availavle in lerge quantities; but only 35 light wooden
saddles, suitaeble for small Filipino ponies, were obtaineda
Cargo pack beards were found to be an execellent substitute for
pack saddles. In addition to hiring the horses, the Civil
Affeirs Section hired one civiliian to take care of each horse.
Pack teams consisting of 17~20 horses,; were organized and an
experienced soldier packmaster was placed in charge.

The success of the Division in employing pack
trains indicates thet plans for mountein operations should pro=
vide for an ample supply of pack horses,

co Evecuations

Evacuation was one of the most serious problems
faced by the Division. When troops first reached the IBULAO
RIVER-KIANGLN areu, all evacuation from forward positions was
by a long, difficult hand carry over precipitous mountain
trails. Air ecvecuation by L-5's, landing on the road just north
of the IBULLO RIVER, was not feasible, since a safe airstrip
could not be constructed in this rough terraine.

Litter bearers faced longer and morc difficult
carrics, as the troops advanced deeper into the mountains,
trails became less distirct, and rains increased in intensity
and duretion. One of the most difficult carries was that from
the sNTIPOLO pogition to KIANGAN. The route, although only
about 8 nmiles long, travclod over the top of a 3000 foot mouns-
tain, passed through rice paddy areas threc to four fect uvndoer
water, and crossed four large streams which were unfordable
during rains. The trip normally requircd two days for a man
walking in dry weather. In rainy wceather, the trip often took
four days. Casualtics werc often hand-carried, mot by enlisted
medicel personnel, (this back brecaeking job would kill a white
man), but by Ifugao netives. These brown, nakod mon, sixteen
or more to a litter, carried casualties out with grecat diffi-
culty, but more swiftly than could be done by Americen soldicers.
Where trails bscame narrow ledges on the mountain side, natives
carricd the litters on their heads with one man at each end,

A single misstep would have sent the casuulty hurtling down
hundreds of feet to the floor of the canyorn. However, our
casualties were cvacuated without & single loss. One sovere

35

P .~ -

-



"puncture wound of the chcst" case was carried 8 miles from
the vieinity of ANTIPOLO to KTANGAN by the litter bearers of
a Collecting Company and civilians. The trip required 28

men and eight hours of gruelling labor. When the hospital was
roached the casualty was barcly able to murmur, "Thenk God and
the Medics, we made it."

In the inaccessible arcas in which the Division
found itself operating, portable surgical hospitals were packed
into the mountains end proved their weight in gold: Their pres-
ence in mountain fighting is a must, if seriously wounded men
are to be given a chance to live.

de The Employment of Weaseis.

On & July, 12 weascls were rcceived by the Divi-
sion, 5 each of which were issucd to the lst Infantry and 63d
Infantry, end 2 to the 6th Signal Company.

Wicasels were used to haul supplies and lay wire on
soft slippery roads, but in spite of cautious employment and
driving, et the end of one wock of operation, more than half of
the weasels wers deadlined beceuse of broken parts and worn out
track suspension systems. In some places, weascls were immow
bilize by mud so thick that the tracks lost all troaction. Be=-
cause of their inherent mechanical weaknesses, the usc in the
future of weasels in mountainous terrain is not recommended,

¢, Eneny Equipment Salvage.

Throughout the whole campaign, large quantities of
captured supplics presented a problem, because the Division had
only one secction of & Quartermaster Salvage Platoon attached.
It was necessery to set aside quartermaster transportation and
personnel to collect and evacuato ceptured, equipment and sup-
plics to rear collecting points. Because of the small size of
the provisional salvage group, much of the captured supplies
could not be evacuated, but had to be destroyed to prevent re=-
capture, souveniring and looting. Unit commanders are not able
to carry on and supcrvise salvage operations simulteneously
with tactical operations. This work should bte cdone by quali~
fied teems attached to & Division for an entire cperations

S« Personnel Matters,

2. Casualties.

Battle casualties during the period (1 July to
15 August) averaged slightly over 8 per day; non-oattle casual-
ties were comparatively light. Living conditions in the up
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CLGLYAN VALLEY and in the mountains of IFUGLO PROVINCE were
far from desireble. However, by continued careful supervision
and strict enforeement of sunitary mcesures, illncss was held
to & minimum except in one isolcted instence,

b, Thc Readjustment Program and Moralc.

The initiation of the Readjustment Progrem con-
suncd considersble time and plonning throughout the period.
In June, 8 officers and 1CH eniisted mon were relieved from
essignment with the Division; in July, 6 officcrs and 200 cn-
listed men; in August, § officers and 940 enlisted men, and
later in fugust, 600 cdditionzl enlisted mens This reliewed
from assignment with the Division all enlisted personncl with
idjusted Rating Scorcs of 85 or higher,

The morszle of personnel of the Division was uni-
formly excellent throughcut the period. Initially, therc was
considerable question and some dissetisfection among the men
concerning the Readjustment Progrum. As further information
wes disseminsted and all personnel came to rsalize all the
problems involved, the genoral outlook conccrning the Readjust-
ment Program bocame more favorable.

c. Labor

Btcause of poor condition of roads and the dis~
tance involved, it waos neccssary throughout July end the first
part of fugust to secure large numbers of native earricrs to
furnish supplics of rations and ammurition to the front line
units. From 1500 to 2000 of thesc leborers were sccured through
the Division Civil Affairs Office, daily. When the usc of car-
ricrs was insufficient, Civil Affairs secured horsecs which were
organizcd into pack treins, To secure this numbor of animels,
it was necessary to comb tne entire srea. Local civil offi-
cials essisted materially in the procurcment of lebor and pack
carricrs.

6. Medical

a, WVater Supply:

As in provious operations, water was drawn from
wells sunk near the banks of strcams and not from the streams
themsclves. Although the engincecrs located water points as
close to forward troops as possible, hand carry of water was
often neccssary. Troops were frequently forced to resort to
the use of boiling and halazone tablets to purify water from
springs or streams. The restricted amount of water precluded
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adequate steriligation of mess-kits in some instances.

b Inscet Control:

Mosquitoes of the unopheles minimus vericty were
found to be brecding in lerge numbers along the banks of nearly
£ll the streams in arsus occupied by American troops. Whencver
feasible the banks of strcams within two miles of bivouzes were
sprayed weekly with 5% DDT in oil.

Flies were present in indesoribesblc numbers. Con-
trol measures afforded by edequate ficld senitetion, burisl of
the numerous enemy doad, usc of fly traps end DDT, and destruc~
tion of broeding pluces quickly reduced the fly population in
fully occupicd tcrritorye In forward arecas, however, the full
cffects of swarms of flies were secn in the heulth of troops,

0. Communicable Discascs;:

The problem of supply and evacustion in the HAPAO
arsge produced en excessive number of diarrhes ceses in onec bet-
telion. Therc were several contributory feactors. Widely éis-
persed troops depended on eir drops and poack treins for food
and water. Food containers dropped by air frequently burst, ex-
pesing the food to contamination, Wuater was sufficient in meny
instences only for drinking &nd cooking, gnd not for adequate
sterilization. Flies were thick. Enemy action prevented tho
burial of numerous cnemy dead’ in the close proximity of our
troops, i Filipino battalion, whose senitation standards were
poor, were fighting slongside the fmerican battalion. Diarrhes
and dysentery rapidly increased in number to 178 in the one
Jmerican buttalion in two weeks. This outbreak brought out
foreibly how difficult it is to eliminate diarrhee in & forward
ares during combat, once it has bscome thoroughly infected.

Many ceses of fever of undetermined origin were
admitted to Division hespitals,; the greater part of the 138
cases of malarie adnitted between 1 July end 15 Lugust being
from troops in active combaet, One ceusative factor wos the
failurc of troops in combat to take the required suppressive
dosec of two stabrine tablets per day. One succussful méthod
used by several units in combat, was to administer 4 tablets
daily, to meke up for the periods of close contact when it was
not &lways possible to get atabrine to all men.

T« DBnginecr.

&: Lendslides:

The engincer problem of opening and maointaining
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Highwey 4 wes complicated bty cxcessive landslides. These wore
usually clcercd in the normal menner by dozing the debris over
the side of the road and by restoring original grade and drain-
age., However, in numeroua cuases the roadbed itsclf had slipped
awey from the mountain side. In such cases, it was necessary
to blast out foundations, crib up revetments, and £ill in & now
roadbed. To specd up the operations, it was found that consid-
erable time wes soved, except in solid rock, by construction of
low cribts, 2 or & feet outside the previous road bed, end 4 or
5 fect below. An initial low rarrow fill wus pushed ecross.
enebling light vehicles to cross the dip immediztely., The ex»
pedient was subsequently developed by a strong retaining wall
and filling to the former level, without interrupting necesssary
traeffice.

be. Heintenance of 01ld Highway 4:

L heavy drain on the strength of the 6th Enginecr
Combat Battulion was the maintenance of 01d Highwoy 4, o narrow,
ocne-way, hand-constructed rouad which hed besn abandoned several
years previously. The road hed been surfaced with hand placed
stone and wes ceapeble of cerrying six ton loeds. Division
traffic resulted in quick deterioration of the roade. It was
found that hand lebor bo place rock and cordurcy in the worst
places was the only satisfactory mcthod of maintenenccs Trucks
were limitcd to half-capecity losds. 4 continuous pick end
shovel ditching gang was nsccssuary to counteract the innumer-
able springs thot bubbled salong and in the road bed. MNMuch of
the time, two companies end 200 civiliuh laborers were thrown
into the fight to keep 0ld Highway open, and even thon it was
out 60% of the time.

©e Bridges:
In the ruggoed mounteinous arce .of operations,
bridging the numerous rivers and porges wus made doubly diffi=-
cult by fluctueting flow of water, stesp banks, end inaccessible
by-passes, Intermittent rains transformed dry washes into
raging torrents within en hour. In order to keep a line of
supply open behind the advance of infantry troops, bridges
were improvised from meterials et haend. A destroyed bridge
to the rear provided & valuable supply of 12" stendard steel
I beams, 16 fcet long, and 18" steecl box girders, 30 feet long.
Use of those members resulted in a 50% suving of time, labor,
and lumber. In one cuse, these long box girders, used as
stringers over u deep gorge, madé possible a 3§ ton bridge,
saved 2,000 board feet of lumber, ond allowed supplics to gZet
to the ndvencing infantry 24 hours before expectation. These
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salvaged steel members expedited work in five similer crose-
ings which would otherwise have been deleyecd until standard
timbers could be brought up from supply depcts far to the rear.
At the IBULAO RIVER, the engineers devised o unique solution.
The rivor wes epproximately 300 feet wide and 3 to 4 feet

deep, the current was swift, and the river bed strewn with
boulders that made fording treacherous, The urea was scouted
for abandoned Jep trucks, which were dragged into the river

to serve &s bents, across which 6 by 12 timbers were laid for
e treadway. Bulldozers maneuvered the vehicles into position
and then hesped rocks and boulders around them as anchorg.
High water occasionally rose over the bridge for four or five
hours, but repair crews easily replaced damaged sections in
short time. This 8 ton bridge carried the bulk of the supplies
to an Infantry Regiment plus 3500 Philippine Army troops for
several wecks, until & Bailey bridge could be brought forwerd
and constructed at this critlcel point.
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FINIS

The LUZON Campeimn wes over. For 219 successive days,
from 9 Jenuary to 15 fugust 1945, trcops of the Division had becn
in combat, Landing in ithe ass scult a4 LINGAYEN GULF, the 63d-In-
fentry (Corps Rescrve) saw heavy fighting in the capture of ROSLRIO,
while the rest of tho Division pushed inlend, and fought the battle
of the CABARUAN HILLIS and tools MUNOZ wherc the largest concentra-
tion of Jap armor encountered in the Pacific War was liquidated.
After scizing SAN JOSE, the gateway to the CAGLYIN VALLEY. the Div-
ision advanced to BaALER BaY and DINGLLAN-BAY on the enst coaa*i: of
LUZON. HKoving swiftly cown the CENTRAL VALLEY, thz lst Infantry
in a rapid advhnvc retook the major part of hﬂ peainsula of BATAAN,
while the rest of the Division isunched tlu first essault against
the heavily fortified SHIMBU LINE ecast of MANILA. Fere were fought
somg 'of the most savage engagements of the Pacific Tiar. Vhen the
Division left this area. the center of the SHIMBU LINE had been
shattered, and its right anchor groatly woaskened, After mopping
up in BATAAN ddd ZAMBALES Province, tho Divieion moved to the north
up Highway & and relieved the 37th Infuntry Division ir the . ARITLO-
BLGABLG arca. "+ev Seizing SALINAS~-PINGKIAN and HLYAPL in rapid
succession, the Division launched the drive up Highway 4 which
wound up the LUZON Cempaign.

In this campaign. the Division killyud. 20,480 Jups &nd
took 1,369 PA‘se Friendly losses were heuvy, buttie ctsuslties
totalling 854 dead, 7 missing, and 3,228 weounded anc¢ injured.
Troops attached to the Division during the campeipn suffered an
additional 62 dead and 288 wounded cnd injured. The losses of
the three Infantry Regiments of the Divisicn were a little over
93% of the Division total. Buttle cssualties by repiment were as
follows:

KIA WIA IT4 MIA DOW TOTALL

1st Infantry 2.2 660 238 “ 46 1,160
20th Infantry 205 TI9 @ 298 2 46 1,268
63d Infentry 246 890 187 1 - 56 1,390
Totals 665 2,269 731 7 148 3,818

The fighting wae over. Oace egein in an ossembiy area,
the Division looked forward to an sctive part in the Occupetion
of Japan, and immediately began on intensive rehabilitation pro-
&rw 18]









