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TFAGY 23 Mareh 1945

- SUBJECT: Coxwrection of Error in Suppiemental Oﬁeration.ﬂeport,
. 77tk Infentry Division, Leyie, Fhilippine Islands Cempalgn
for period 26 December 1944 %o 5 February 1945,

TO :  Commending Gensral, POA, APO 958,

Attention is invited to the figures a% bottom of pagss 1 and 32
of “Supplemental Operation Report, 77¢h Infantry Division, 26 December
1944 to 5 February 1945%, indiceting pumber of Japanese killed., The
7016 as shown on page 1 of the report is incorrect., The 7316 as shown
on page 32 of the report is correct, Request that =211 coplies of the
. report received by your headquariers be changed ascordingly.

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL;

/8/ W, H, Biggeratall

7%/ ®. H., BIGGERST,
c@l@nﬂlg fo Go D°0
Ad jutant Genersl.

FOXMS 052.9/774 1st Ind.

Headquarters, United Stetes Army Forces, Pacific Ocean Aveas, APO 958,
12 April 1945.

TO: Commandant, Army and Navy Steff College, New %r Depariment
‘ : Building, Washington, D. C.
Commanding General, Army Ground Forees, Washiagton, D. C.
Assistant Chief of Stalf for Operations, War Department Ganeml
Staff, Washingion, D. C.
. Comnandant, Command and General Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, Kan.
B owxemP-Gommandent, The Infantry School, Fort Benning, Georgia.
Commzndant, Fisld Artillery School, Fort 8ill, Oklahoms.
Commander, Task Group, 78.3, ¢/o Fleet Post Cffice, Ser Franeisso,
Californis.

l. Copy of subject opesration report was forwardsd to your head-
. quarters by letter, this hesdquarters, POGCT 052.9/77b, 21 March 1945.

2. For correction of subjeect report as indicatsd in besic.
FOR THE COMMANDING :

DATE_ (¢
0«358 hi flcua...o?l

”[ &,u‘,ngw,f

Ry = -V changed -t,OT j’m 7 b’»/ -
VY ol &@“%L_ - !'M — ﬁ@%”m WD



TFAGP 23 March 1945

SUBJECE: Correction of Error in Supplemental Operation Report,
77th Infantry Division, ieyte, Fhilippine Islends Cempalgn
for period 26 December 1944 to § February 1945.

TO : Commanding Genmsral, POA, APO 958,

Attention is invited to the figures st bottom of pages 1 and 32
of “Supplemental Operation Report, 77th Infaniry Division, 26 December
1944 %to 5 February 1945%, indicating numbsr of Japsneee killed. The
7016 as shown on page 1 of the report is incorrect. The 7316 as showmn
on page 32 of the report is corrsct. Request that all coples of the
repori received by your hesdquariers be changed ascordingly.

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL:

/8/ ¥, H, Biggerstalf

/%/ W. H., BIGGERST
Colonsl, 4. G. Do,
Ad jutant General.

FOXMS 052.9/774  1st Ind.

Headquarters, United States Army Forces, Pacific Osean Arsas, APO 958
12 April 1945.

TO: Commandant, &xmy and Ravy Steff College, New Waer Department
; Building, Washington, I, C.
Comnanding General, Army Ground Forces, Washington, D. Co
Assistant Chief of Staff for Operations, War Depariment Consral
Staff, Washingiton, D. C.
Commandsnt, Command and General Staff Sghool, For:t leavenworth, Kan.
Gommandant, The Infantry School, Fort B&ming, Georgla.
Commandant, Field Artillery School, Fort Sill, Oklahoma.
Commander, Task Group, 78.3, c¢/o Fleet Post Office, San Franaisuc,
California.

1. Copy of subject operation report was forwarded %o your head-
quarters by letier, this hesdquarters, POGCT 052.9/77b, 21 March 1945.

2. For correction of subject report as indicated in basic.

FOR THE COMMANDING CENERAL: ‘&

[/ 7 T Iy
T o Fo GILLIG
* Captain, AGD
Asst Aﬁ
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HEADQUARTERS XXIV CORPS
APO 235
TFAGD 23 March 1945

SUBJECT: Correction of Error in Supplemental Operation Re-
port, 77th Infantry Division, Leyte, Philippine
Islands Campaign for period 26 )ecember 1944 to

5 Feb bruary 7945. - : )
T Gommanding General, The Iﬁfantry 8chool, Fort Benning, Ga.
THRU: . Commanding General, Eighth Army, AFO 343. |

Attention is inwited to the figures at bottom of pa?es"
1 and 32 of "Supplemental Operation Report, 77th Infantry Di-
vigion, 28 Pcubﬂn sr 1944 to 5 February 1945", indicating num-

report is incorr euu, The 7316 as shown on page 32 of the re-
port is correct Request that all copies of the report re-
ceived by your neddquaf ers b changed accordingly. ,

FOR THE COUMANDING GENERAL

R - m,"“ ~\T\ kN '\.7,
s ’33 BrucgﬁsmAFﬁ%”if
Colonel,As G. D, s
Adjutant Ceneral. , v v {

e | "1st'Ind ' o , ‘ ‘ N R

'HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH ARMY, APO 343, 26 tarch 1945
TO: Commending General, THe:Infantry’ School, Fort,Begning, Ga.
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HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES, PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL
APO 958

In reply refer to:

052,9/77b . 2 m 1945,

(Copy NO- R-549)
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@  SECREL SECRET

, o ' PrAuth: CG, 77 Diwv:
tInit: f-L,7,UG~3'
:Datet 22 Feb 45 :

v—,.,..ceoooooouoooi_b

HZADQUARTEIRS 77TH LIFANTRY DIVISICH
A, P O, #77, c/oPM .
San Francisco, Calif.

22 February 1945

SUBJE 09: Supplemental Historical Reports'
I s See Dlstrlbuiion

In compliance w1t1iletter Headquarters XXIV Corps, subject as
above, file TFAGM 314.7, dated 30 January 1945, this supplemental
cperations report, coverlnb the perlod 26 December 1944 to 5 February
1945, is submitted.

For. the Comménding Genegalz‘

N

OLIVER E. G. TRECHTIR
Colonel, G, S. C.
Chief of Staff

_OFFICIAL~
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L JoHW W JuFéERIES
' Lt, Col., A, G. D
Adjutant General
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SECTION I

CHRONOLOGICAL  SUMMARY
' 26 December 1944
to |

5 f‘e‘b ruary 1945




. II\TTRODUCTION ‘
- e puroose of this supplemental Operations report is to outline the activi-
ties of the 77th Infantry Division during the mop-up phase on LEYTE from 26 Decer-
ber 1944 to 5 Pebruary 1945, While the island was officially declared sectred
on 25 December, large numbers of the enemy in small groups remained in the north,

northwest, and west portions., This report covers the part played by the 77th
Infantry Division in clearing up these portions of the island.

The period from 26 December to 5 February was characterized by a continuaw
tion of the attack to secure the PALOMPON Road, aggressive 'combat patrolling to
mop-up remaining pockets of the enemy, relief of the X Corps, and movemeat of
all elements of the division to the staging area near TARRAGONA. Section I of
this resort deals mainly in narrative form with the G-2 and G-3 aspects of the
operationss Section II deals with detailed enemy information, while Section III
offers a brief G-1 Summary, G-4 functions during this perlod were normal and
routine aand had no particular bearing upon the tactlcal situation, and for that
reason have been omitted from the reports : :

The period may be "divided into three phases although the distinction cane-
not ve clearly made because of overlapping. The first phase, from 26, Deceiuber
to 31 December 1944, is concerned with the continuation of the attack %o secure
the PALOMPOK Road and ends with the juncture of cur two forces on the PALOMPON
Roal on 31 December. The sccond phase, from 1 January 1945 to 27 January 1945,
embraces our relief of X Corps by this division, the operation of mop-up coMbat'
patrols, increased cnemy action in the vicinity of VILLABA, and the increased
concentration of remaining groups of the cnemy on the west coast of LIYTE, Tho
third phase, from 27 Januvary 1945 to 5 February 1945, includes a coordinated
attack by the 305th and 307th Infantry Regiments to effect final destructdon-of
all encmy forces on the west coast, relief of this division by the Americal
Division, and movement of the 77th Infantry D1v1sion to the staginﬁ area in the
ViCIHibJ of TARRAGONA.

For the most part, this report consists of a chronological summary of enemy
and friendly activity throughout the period. Sketch maps are provided to give a
clcar picture of the operation during the first and third phases. Areas of
re5ponsibility assigned to this division by Commanding General, XXIV Cor>s,
upon the relicef of the X Corps are shown on overlay #l. Outstanding instancos
of organized cmemy activity arc shown on overlay #2. The plan of attack for
27 anuary is shotm on overlay #3., Locations of all units in thc TARRAGONA area
are shown on overlay #4. 1o attempt is made graphically to indicatc in detail
each separate patrol sent out during this perlod but all ass1gncd arcas were
thoroughly scoured by combat patrols.

ﬂﬁrouéhoux this entire period enemy activity consisted malnly of atocmpts
at infiltration into our defensive position on the wost coast, nuisance raids
and ambushes against the supply convoys along the PALOMPON Roaa attempts to
 gathor and organize scattered enemy groups in the ORMOC Valley and the hills to
the east thercof, and to move these groups under cover of darkness to the west
coast, waere presumably he 1ntended to load them 1nto small boats ¢or evacuation
from L“YTE.

e » . "ﬂf"‘
P S S AR

Dvrlnf the period covered by this report a total of-Z@%G»analese were killc
and 80 PWs taken., It is fairly certain that only very small, poorly equipped
groups remaine Their evacuation has been effectively bloéked and their fate will
inevitably be a slow death by starvation in the hills to the wests =
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- At the official termination of the LEYTE campaign, elements of the 77th
Division were still actively engaged with the enemy on the PALOMPON Road, a
portion of wnlch was still in enemy hands. The 305th Infantry had been assmgned
the task of securing the PALOMPON Road, while the 306th and 307th Infantry Regi-
ments consolidated ip the vieinity of LIBUNGAO and VALENCIA respectively and
operated combut patrols in those areas. ‘

The 1st Battalion, 305th Infautry occupied a defensive position on tho west
coast in the vicinity of LOOK and sent patrols north and east along the road with
infrequent enemy contactss The 24 and 3rd Battalions were pressing the attack to
the west along the PALOMPON Road from positions as shown on sketch mep for 26
Decermbery ,

26 December ’

e lst Battalion, 305th Infantry continued its occupatlon of the area
around LOOK and operated ‘patrols to the north and east. Six (8) of the enemy were
killed on the night 25«26 December in the vieinity of LOOK but these were obvious.
1y stragzlers who had become lost in trying to reach the coast. On 25 December,
the 24 Bactwlion had completed a successful envelopment movement around the ene-
my's left south flank, while the 3rd Battalion engaged the enemy in a frontal
attack alonb the road On 26 December, the 2d Battalion withdrew %o tne rear of
the Brd Battalion and followed it in a resumption of the attack to the west, - In-
~creasing eacemy 'resistance was received from positions astride the rcad northeast
of DIPI, These positions were attacked with small arms and artillery fire through
out the day and the cnemy was forced to withdraw, leaving behind five (5) 70m
Guns which had been destroyed by our artillery fire.. The 24 Battalion sent out
strong patrols, accompanicd by light tanks, for a distance of 1000 yards to the
front, These patrols were sent out in the afternoon and encountered only light
encmy resistance, the main Japanese force having withdrawn previously,

The 24 and 3rd Battalions of the 306th Infantry were supported in tho attack
by the 305th Field Artillery Battalion., The 304th and 9024 Field Artillory Battel
ions remained in support of the 306th Infantry in the vicinity of LIZUIGAO and the
307th Infantry in the vicinity of VALENCIA respectively. The 306th Ticld Artille:
Battalion moved to positions in the vicinity of DIPI to suwpport the attack of the
305th Infontry. All guns of the Division Artlllerj fired one volley at 261200
as a salute to the nation on Christmas day. This was followed by one minute of
silent prayer for the dead and wounded of the 77th Division. Caristmes dinner
(December 25th at home) was scrved to all troops even in the front line,

The 308th and 307th Infantry regiments operated combat patrols in their
.respective arcas but made only scattered ‘contacts with small groups of the enemy;
patrol action resulted in eighty three (83) of the cenemy killed and 4 PWls takon.
approximately three hundred (300) of the. .enemy were killed by the 305th Infantry
in its ottack west on the PALOMPON Road. Friendly casualtics wore five (5) -
wounded. in actione -

114}
=t
Ia
‘,'iﬂ
1
I3



27 December = -

The 305th Infantry Regiment, less the lst Battalion, continued the attack

" to the west along the PALOMPON Road, jumping off at 0630. Enemy resistance was
heavy all along the. road and our troops advanced against steady machine gun and
small azus fire which prevented movement along the right (north) side of the
road. The 3rd Battalion succeeded in passing this resistance by an envelopment

to tho south, while the 2d Battalion continued its attack along the roads During
the night 28-27 December both battalions lit camp fires, sang songs and employed
other ruses to give the lmpression of a Christmas celebration, in order to draw.
the cnemy within range of our defensive positioms. These ruses attracted no eneny
action azminst the battalions themselves but similar ruses in the regimental CP
area ottracted several enemy patrols which were annihilated or driven offs The
1st Betialion (reinf) continued occupation of the PALOMPON area and gsent patrols
as far as 3000 yards to the front. Three (3) enemy planes bombed PALQMPON bub
caused uo. ‘damage. Seventy six (78) of the enemy were killed by the 305th Infantz;

' Thé/SOSth Infantryifemaiped‘in position?aﬁd operated combat patrols which -
succecded in killing forty-seven (47) of the enemy. = S : '

3 Patrols of the 307th Infantry on this date cncountered and killed oaly one
(1) Jap in the vicinity of VALENCIA. . e :

, At about 270100 an emergency call from airplanes returning from HINDOROC was
recoived by the 6th Support Aircraft Party at the Division CP near VALEICIA,
These planes were running low on gasoline and were prevented by weather conditions
fron crossing the mountain range to TACLOBAN, and were attempting to find some- '
place to land. The CO of the 6th Support Aircrafe Party, working through the
G-3 of the 77th Division, alerted the 307th Infantry to light VALENCIA Alrfield
with jecp headlights for an emergency landing. - The field was lighted within 10"~
minutes after the regiment had been alerted and word was passed to the plaones
that the Tiecld was ready for them. Six (6) planes, including two (2) Pd0's,
two (2) P~47's, ome (1) P-51, and one (1) B-25 werc safely landeds

The 774h RedOnhaiésénce Troop continued patrolling to the east of Eighway 2
and killed nine (9) of the enemy. : R ‘ ‘ -

Total encmy casualties for this date were 124 killed,’ while friendly casual-
‘ties weve one (1) killed and four (4) wounded. - :

i e s,

28 Degembér

Owing to inereasing cnemy resistance along the PALOMPON Road, it was dee
cided to.gnlit the force that was attacking west and transport a portion of it
by water to PALOMPON, from which position it would attack east along the road
in the cnemy's rear to effect a juncture with the remainder of the force abback-
ing west, - The 2d Battalion, 305th Infantry, less Company G and clements of
Company H, were selected for the task. ‘This Provisional Mountain TForce, as it
was called, moved by truck to ORMOC and thence by LCM's of the 2d Engineer Spe-
~eial Brignde to PORT PALOMPON, arriving safely at 1500. = = - = . E

The 3rd Battalion, reinforced by»Cémpany G andiélehents of Company H,:

o . SECRET - ‘..’
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continued the attack to the west against stuobom resistance from enemy artillery
and small arms fire from pill boxes. This battalion succeeded in advencing apﬁ
proximetely 2000 yards during the day. ‘

The 1st Battalion, 1esstompany B (reinf), continued occupation of the
PALOMPON arce »nd sent patrols to SABANG with no contacts. Company B (reinf)
started enst olong the PALOMPOY Road to secure a line of departurée for the Pro=
vigional Mountain Force dbut was held wp by mortar fire near a dastroyed briuge
in the vicinity of BITO, .

TMe 305th Infantry continued its operation of watrols in the LIBUNGAO area
and killed 49 of thé enemy. Captured enemy documents had indicated a possibility
of a counterattack against the 305th Infantry forces on the 'PALOMPON Road, and
accowcil zly one rifle company of the 308th Infantry’ relnforced by one heavy
“machine zun section, one 8lmm mortar section, one guerrllla squad, and 75 native
‘carriers was alerted to move to the. v1c1n1ty of the 305th- Infantry to counter
the thre nt of enemy action from the north or if. necessary to ass:.st in the attack
to the west,

| .
Tae 307th Infantry continued the defense of VALENCIA and operated patrols
in its assigned area but made no contactss One patrol in the area south and west
of Sili JOSE found three (3) native women raped and bayometed; -one still alive
"~ was retwrned to the Division Clearing Station. This regiment established a road E
block at the southern exit of VALENCIA to coordinate nxght traffic bc‘owecn VALIZ -
CIA »nd ORMOC with the 7th Infantrj Division. .

‘Lle 77th Reconnaissance Troop sent two (2) platoons, accompaniod by artillos;
.observers, to the vicinity of HOT SPRINGS to evacuate 3000 natives who were re~
ported heing held prisoner there by the Japanese. -The Reconnaissance Troop cne
comrtered scautered groups of the enemy throughout the day and brought artillery
fire to Bear on a group of about 150 of the enemy on a high rld.ge overlooking _
HOT $PRINGS. The wmnctatod natives wore evaceated and oscorto? BadR™ to VuIBICIA
thore i~ wore turned ovor o PCAY ﬂapmseut'\tdveﬂ for food, shclter, and
neddenl mtcn’omon. }

- Artillery battalions continued to support the attack along bl_ie PALOMPON
Road and furnished call fires for combat patrols of all regiments,

29 becem‘ber

Mo Brd Battalion 305th Infantry continued its attack to the wgs,’o along
the PALONPON Road at 0800. ZIEnemy resistance was becoming increasingly heavy from
dug in and camouflaged positions near CAMBUTOY, The battalion reached a point
" near TIPOLO where heavy cnemy artillery fire held ip its advance for the.rcmain-
der of the day. The 3rd Battalion dug in in that vicinity and preparcd to ro-
sume the attack on the following day.: The lst Battalion (=) continucd to send
strong ,xtrols to its front and flanks in the PALOMPON area. Company B (reinf)
occupicd .o position 800 yards cast of SAN MIGUEL, sécuring the linc of depa riure |
- for the Provisional Mountain Force, consisting of the 24 Battalion (-), which was
to attaclk east along the road. Tne 2d Battalion moved out from the wvicinity of
LOOK at 1200 to effect a passage through Company B a.nd. to continue the attack
eastward to Join wlth the 3rd .’Batta.llon (reinf). '

C-4s o
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‘ _‘<'The 50oth Infantry continued 1ts intensive combat patrolling in its assigned
area and accounted for twenty eight (28) of the enemy kllled. .
In the area in and around VALENCIA patrols of thu 307 Infantrv killed five.
(58) of the enemy and took three (S) prlsonerv of . war. ,

CArtillery battallons were actlvo in support of the attack of tne 305th
Infentry and in support of patrols operating from the 306th and 307th Infontry
Reginmeunts., Artillery fired direct. at a Japanese position in the foothills on
the PALOMPON Road west of DIPI, killed approximately 140 of the enemy, ond de=-
stroyed one (1) 75mm gun nearby. Counterbattery fire against the artillery
which hoed held up the advance of the 3rd Bmttallon 305th Infantry was: dullvered
- with booa effect. ’ .

‘ The 7th AAA (AMD Battalion passed to operatlonal control of the 82na AAA
 Group ond o Provisional Anmtiaircraft Group was formed to furnish antiaircraft
'pr0uccu10n of the BAXBAXuORMocuPALOMPON areas. :

- Me 92nd Bomb Disposal Squad completed its mlssion of assembly qnd destructic
of 2ll vnusable cnemy ammunition between VALENCIA and LIBUWGAO and oebaﬂ uoﬁk to .

cleﬁr the oumps to the norﬁh along d1ghway 2e K

Enomv cnsualtles for the day were 479 kllled and 4 prisoners of war, " wnile
frlenolf casualties were one (1) man wounded in actions : o

30 December e
: The 305th Infantry inten31f1ed 1ts operations along the PALOMPON Road qnd on
the west coasts. The 1st Battalion (=) continued patrolling around PALOMPON while
Company B (roinf) remained in its previous position east of LOOK. Company C made
& reconnaissance in force and an amphibious landing at ABITAO, The landing was
- met by en pmy mortar end small arms fire but the resistance was overcome, the enerny
driven out, and the town burned to prevent its reoccupation., Compony C proceeded
~ north along the coast to JORDAN without encountering any more of the encmy but
 succeeded in establishing radio contact with a patrol of the lst Cavalry Division
to the north in the vicinity of VILLABA. The 24 Battalion (-) continued its at-
tacl- east on the PALOMPON Road at 0930 and advanced against scattered resistance
to a point four (4) miles east of PALOMPON where they were held up by heavy and
accurate machine gun fire sighted along the road from well concealed positions,
The terrain on either side of the road was so precipitous as to -limit grecatly any
maneuver to the flanks; since the next favorable terrain featurc was too far aheal
to be reached before nlbhtfall the 2d Battalion dug in on high ground near the.
‘point at which its advance had been temporarily halted. The 3rd Battalion, alded
by mortor and artillery fire, succecded in overcoming the resistance vhich had
held up its advance on tho previous day and progresscd along the road to ‘a point
1000 yerds southwest of TIPOLO, ZIneny artlllery pieces werc sightod stratezgleally
at curves on the twisting nountain road from which they delivorcd point Olllu fir:
on our : vwk&vnh colurm. We lost one light tank through cneny artillery firo bus
succeoded in ‘ostrovin* three (3) 75mn guns and 1n capturing two (2) intﬂct.'

The 306th Infantry contlnued patrol action and kllled twenty (20) of the on-
 emy in its zone with no frlendly casualtles. The regiment inltlateﬁ a orellnlnaru

<"‘>“‘ | : ‘}, S= . ‘l’ :
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SEERED
reconnaissance in preparation for relief of X Corps and ssumption of responsibi-
11ty for. nogolng up areas to the north. .

Tie 307th Infantry ‘patrols cortacted 31xtyaf1ve (65) of the enemy and killed
twenty=four (24) of them with no friendly casualties.  This regiment alsc con-
ducted & reconnaissance with a view “toward assumln responsmblllty for a 1arﬂer
area upon relief of X Corps. :

One platoon, Company A, 706tn Tank Battallon was attached to the 305th Inf-
antry and prepared to move out at’ 310800 to assist the regiment in its attwck on
the PALOMPON Road. : .

The 92nd Bombd Disposal Squad began the assembly and destruction of wausable
enemy armunition to the north of LIBUNGAO Road Junction and by the end of the day
had cleared out all the anmunition from the rOad junctlon to a polnt tvo (2) miles
north alongz qi ghway 2. ‘ :

Enemv casualties for the day were 262 killed while friendly casualtios were
one (1) killed in action and two (2) wounded in action.

31 December

The 1st Battalion 805th Infantrv continued pqtrolllng around PALOMPON but
- made 1o encmy contacts. The remaining enemy force between the 2d and 3d Battal-
ions of the Z05th Infantry apparently realized its untenable position and de-
cided to withdraw to the north and west, rather than continue its defense along
the road. Between 350 and 400 Japanese were observed throughout the day crossing
the PALOMPOY. Road headed northwest. The 2d Battalion continued its attack east
at 0800 agoinst light small arms resistance and destroyed two (2) 75mm zuns and
small guantities of’ miscellaneous equipment. The 3rd Battalion continued its
attack to the west against scattered rifle fire from small groups of the encny
" left Dbehind as a delaying force. Juncture of the 2d and 3rd Battalions was made
at 311225 two miles northeast of SAW MIG JEL thus ending. organized resistance
along the PALOMPON Road and securing an overland route from Highway 2 to PALOMPOI,
Both buuﬁﬁllOng remained in that vicinity for the night,

Patrols of the 306th Infantry killed 12 of the enemy but patrols of the 307t
Infantry made no contactse The 2d Battalion, 307th Infaniry discovered four- (4)
tunnels.one-half mile north of the RJ Highway 2 - SAN JOSE Road containing an
estimated 800 barrels of av1at10n gasoline 500 500~pound bomhs and 100 bomb fune<

Tneny casualtles were 510 kllled and two (2) prlsoners ‘of war, whlle friené“*
casualties were four (4) men wounded in actlon. :

. Preoqrzulons were begun to move units of t#® division to the new defensive
areas o accomplish as51gned m1551ons for the rellef of X Corps and to beoﬂn re-—
hablllbablOA of personnel.

The Juncture of forces on the PAJOMPON Road completed what mig ht be consider
ed as Phase 1 in the operations for the 77th Infantry Division from 26 December
1944 to 5 Tebruary 1945, Phase 2, the period from 1 January to 27 January 1945

consisted mainly of combat patrol actiOn in all sectors. .

|
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. o ’ R v - Y

The lst Battalion, 305th Infantry, remained in the vicinity of LOOK and
sent an emergency ammunition resupply by LVT to ‘elements: of the lst Cavalry Di-
 vision vhich had engaged in a heavy fire fight with the. enemy near VILLABA on
it previous day, The 24 Battalion consolidated into a defensive position near
- SAV MIGUZL vhile the 3rd Battalion began movement to a temporary defensive area
in the vicinity of LOOK. - ' - a '

The division had been ordered to effect the relief of X Corps units to the
north ag soon as possible, and accordingly elements of the 306th Infatry began
‘movement northward to occupy its newly assigned area of responsibility, At 1430
the 2d Battalion en-route to CALUBIAN had closed into a temporary defensive area
~in.the vieinity of PINAMAPOAN prepared to complete its movement by water on the

following daye - ‘ ' - . BT

: There was no change in dispOSitioné of the 307th Infantry., Patrols of this
régiment killed three (8) of the enemy throughout the day. '

‘Artillery battalions remained in position to support patrol actions of all
regiments, A reconnaissance was wndertaken for new artillery positions from ,
which to support the infantry regiments in the agcomplishment of the newly assign—
ed mission of the division. = Coe : ‘ :

. The two (2) platoons of Company A, 706th Tank Battalion which had been attach-
od to the 305th Infantry were unable to reach the regiment in time to-ossist its
attock on the PALOMPON Road owing to bridge conditions and on this date they re-
verted to division control. Company A, 88th Chemical Battalion, which had Dbeen
attached to the 305th Infantry, reverted to its normal combat team assigament of
onc (1) »latoon to each.regiment.. ‘ ' ‘ '

Enemy casualties were twenty.foﬁr (24) killed, while ffiendfy casualties
were two (2) killed, three(S) wounded and one (1) missing. o

2 Jahuary

: e Lst Battalion, 305th Infantry, less C Company, remained in position
near LOCK, C Company (reinf) moved by water at 1300 to the vicinity of VILLABA
to assume responsibility for that area upon withdrawal of elements of the lst
Cavalry Division which had becn operating near theree ‘The 24 ond 3rd Battalions
and the Regimental CP remained in the vicinity of SAN MIGUEL, -

Continuing itsAdcéupation of the new area 6f responsility, the 1st Battalion.
306th Infontry, occupied a position midway botueon CANANGA and LINOY on Highway 2
The 24 Bottalion begen movement by water from PINAMAPOAN to CALUBIAN, The Advan-.

. ce Regimental CP opened at LINOY and the 3rd Battalion, Special Units, and Combst

Team abtachments prepared to move to that vieinity on 3 Januvary., Company I, 306%
Infentry, was still in the vicinity of DIPI where it had been sent to counber the
threst of enemy action from the north against the 305th Infantry during its attec:
westwerd on the PALOMFON Road. ~Company I, reinforced with M-8's and light tanks,

o
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attacked a oos:.‘tion hg by an estimated company of the'memy 1000 yards west
of DIPI which had been contacted earlier in the day by a patrol of the 306th
Field Artillery Battalion, After a brisk fire flght this patrol withdrey and
artillery was placed on the enemy pending the attack of Company I (reinf), The
bulk of the enemy forece is believed to have withdrawn to the north before Com-
pany I (reinf) was able to launch its attack, dbut this company killed 52 of the
eneny =ad destroyed approximately four (4) tons of food supplies and three (3)
anmunt tion dumps contalnlng small arms and artlllery ammunitlon.

The 907ta Infqptrv began its reassignment of areas to accomplish'its new
defensive mission and during the day the 1lst Battalion moved to the v1cin1ty of
LIBUFGAO where it relieved the 306th Infantry of the defense of that arcas

nrclllerv Dattallons commenced movement to new positions from which to sup-
port the infantry regiments in their new areas, 3B Battery, 304th Fiecld Artillery
Batuullon began movement to, CALUBIAN to support the 2d Battalion 306th Infentry.
The 305%th Field Artillery Battalion moved from DIPI to PALOMPOLN to support the
305un Infontry. A and B Batteries of the 306th Field Artillery Battalion' moved
to PALOMPON %o furnish “rtillery support for operations on the west coast, while
C Battery noved to the v1c1n1ty of CANANGA to support the 306th Infantrye. :

The 92nd Bomb DlSpOSal Squad employing native labor and capturbd Japanese
trucks, continued the assembly and destruction of eneny anmunition and begen
clearing 500~pound bombs from the tunnels dlscovered by the 307th Infontrya -ﬂ;

Bhenry casualties for the day were 97 killed and four (4) prlsgners of war,
while friendly casualties were two (2) killed and four (4) wounded.,

¢3'Januéiv

, anrﬂtlons of the. dlv1szon on this date consisted mainly of a contlnuatlon
of patrol activity and movement of units to new areass There was no chenge in
the disposition of ‘the 305th Infantry nor in that of the 307th Ianfantry. The
24 Battnlion 306th Infantry completed its move to the vicinity of CALUB STAN and -
the 3rd Battalion and. the balance of the Regimental CP and Special Units closed -
into the viecinity of LINOY and CAVANGA where they joined the 1st Battalion,

Artillery battalions continued on their normal missions in support of patrol
activity. The 304th Field Artillery Battalion completed its move to CANANGA,.
The 531st Ticld Artillerv Battalion (155mm How) (-) which had been occupying PO~
sitions in the vicinity of SAN JOSE reverted to control of XXLV Corps and moved
out of the VALEWCIA areas

N ”ﬂc 92nd Bomb Disposal Squad_completed clearance of eneny aimunition along
Highway 2 to a. p01nt extending 2% nlles south fron VALEHCIA.

unony 1ct1v1ty con51sted malnly of harassing action in the area ‘southwest
of DIPI., The cnemy set fire to a. brldge % mile southwest of DIPI but caused
only slignt damage to the treadway. Some - eneny mortar fire was received by en-

gineers who were extmguls‘nnb the fire on the bridge but no casuvalties were suf- -
fereda ,

Eneuny casualtles from patrol actlon were thirty-five (35) kllled and %hree
-8 -



(3) prisoners of war. Scventy (70) enemf'ﬁead were found which had hot‘preViOU$—
1y becn covnted, brihging the total to 105 killed. Friendly casualties were
 three (3) wounded in action. . S . . .
4 Janvary
| 'The lst Battalion, 305th Infantry, lessC Company (reinf) remoined in the
vicinity .of LOOK while C Company (reinf) remained in VILLABA., The 2d Battalion,
with one battery 205th Field Artillery Battalion, moved by water to VILLABA to
- estedblish a defensive position as a base from which to operate patrols from that
- areas - The Hegimental CP and Special Units moved to the vicinity of LOOK vhile
the 3d Bettallon remained in a defensivelpqsition‘at SAN MIGUEL, Owing to the

moveinent of troops, only local patrols were operated by the regiment on this

. date with %he exception of one_patrol’that was sent to RIZAL and another to aw
asphalt mine near BaLITIs e RS . L

~ Theye was no change in the dispositions of the 306th Infantry except that
remaining elenents of the 2d Battalion completed the occupation of CALUBIAI,
Six (5) long distance patrols were sent out from CALUBIAN, three (3) along the
PUNTA River, two (2) along the CATALATOLHAN River and one (1) along the TATABA-
GAY River. Taree (B) patrols were sent to the vicinity of PINA and two (2) to
CAAGAW, Pntrols killed 12 of the eneny, found twenty-four (24) dead during the
‘day,,ajd destroyed four (4) enemy artillery pieces. . - S
» o 7074h Infantry continued the defense of VALENCIA and VALZNCIA Airfield
and sent overnight patrols in the vicinity of VALTICIA, HUMAYRUWAY, AGUITING,
PAGLACSOON, CASULIHAN, HOT SPRING and TIBUNGAO, These patrols killed sixteen (16
of the eneiry and brought artillery fire to bear on another group estimated to be
a plotoon, Guerrillas operating with these pntrolskilled four (4)- of the enemy.
The 307th Infantry conducted a reconnaissance for the defense of ORMOC with.one
[battalioﬁ'iﬁ order to relieve elements of the 7th Infantry Division for opera- .
tions in the CAMOTES SEA. : S R ’ g

Bnttery 4, 225th Fiold Artillery (155 Gun) Battalion, departed from SAN J0ST

4

and rejoined its units Battery B moved from SA JOSE to VALENCIA prepared to re- .

join its unit on the fgllowing daye o

Tneny killed and found dead during period totaled 68s Mere were no friend=
1y casunltiese ' e L ,

- 5 Janvary

" The 205th Infantry sent strong patrols from VILLABA south to BALITI and
east to HALAS, A mechanized patrol operated along the PALOMPON Roade Other
patrols moved north from SAU MIGUEL to CaBAS and south from PALOMPON to RIZAL,
The regiment set up an ambush near some houses two miles north of SAl HIGUIL
and at 0100 opened firc on a group of the eneny approaching thé house, killing
five (5) of theme Irmediately thereafter enemy 8lmm mortar fire fell on the
 anbush positioﬁot'A‘reSUPPIy convoy of the B305th Infantry was fired on by enemy -

nortars coout one nile oast of SAN MIGUIL but no demage resulteds The convoy.
continued toward PALCMPON and encountered a group: of from 20 to 25 of the eneny
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SECRED

about one (1) nile §OUﬁhﬁGSfﬁéfﬁDfPI."Thfee‘(S)'Qfltheée were killed and the
others fled to the south, ' ‘ - S .- ‘

The Z06th Infantry sent out nine (9) strong patrols in its assigned areas
Three (3) operated in the. vicinity of CALUBIAN; one (1) to BULAU; one (1) south
through SAVTA CHUZ; and one (1) south to the ARTUSAN and CALUBIAN Rivers. Mone
of these patrols made any contactss -In the CANANGA-LINOY area a patrol operating
west to a point 500 yards south of AGAYAYAN wounded one Jap and killed four (4)

near TANGANTOY, Another patrol northwest to HUGUPITAY tance south to BUGASA

found 25 enemy dead and some enemy anmunition, Other patrols operated around

- HUBAS, PINA, HILL 1836, BISLUG and CATOL, Scattered contacts were made and se-

veral eaemy dead were found. ,

. The 1st Battalion, 207th Infantry, moved to ORMOC to establish closc in de-
fense in conjunction with all troops Stationed. there. Strong patrols covered the
area VALENCIA, AGUITING, HANGAKITANON, PAGLOCSQOW, HOT SPRING, CABALOW.AI, HABUN.~
WAN, TFifty (50) of the enemy were killed near HOT SPRING, - S

‘{‘Epemy casualties er the day were 154§l105H0£LwhigH wére ki11ed ahd‘49:fguné
deade One (1) prisoner of war was taken. Friendly casualties were three (3)
wounded in action. ‘ : . ar |

W

6 January

A Therefwhé no change in the dispositions of the SOSth_Infaniryé,uPatrgls_

operating north, east, and south of VILLABA to a distance of 500 yords. found

3

“several soattéred(groups of the enemy and evidences of recent enemy acyiVity;
" A guerrilla scout .in civilian clothing reconnoitered the ABIJAO~-BADIANLOHONON

area and renorted that natives claimed there were about 800 Japs scattered in the
arca three (3) miles northeast of ABIJAO, He ‘observed enemy OP!s on hills at

BADIAY ond LOMONON and Jap supplies of food and ammunition at LINGUNAY POINT and
at SABANG, h S - B :

;;'Thefﬁd Battalion, 306th Infantry, sent two (2) strong patrols from CALUBIAN

¥ $o TAGLAVIGAN through BAGACAY and return bub no contaets were made and no indi-

cation of cnemy activity was found, The remainder of the regiment operated pa~

trols around CARIGARA, PINA, BALUGO, DISARES, HUGAS, HIIL 1836, CATOLOGAN, CANA-

WAGAN ond to a point 4000 yards east of CANANGA, These patrols killed two (2)

of the enemy and found 42 deads

The 307th Infantry operated local patrols around VALENCIA, PAGLOCSO0N, and
HANGAKITANOW, Another patrol went west. from VALENCIA thence southwest to CABULI-
HAT and returneds Contacts were limited. Only three(3) of the cnory were found,
two (2) of whom were killed and the other wounded.' The lst Battalion remained in
the defense of ORMOC and the 2d Battalion reorganized its position to include a
larger defensive areas ’ o ' ‘ ' S

" Battery D, 7th Asd Battalion,TWhich.had'béen defending VALEUCIA Airfield,
moved. to' ORMOC and fifty (50) caliber machine guns of ‘the 307th Infantry were
displaced for antiaircraft protection of the airfield. '
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_ The ’chrée__ (3) platoons of Company &, '88th Gh@micav.l»Ba,ttalidn, were relieved
from attachment to combat teams and the entire company was attached to the 207th
Infahtry for employment in the defense of ORMOC, R

Firty (50) of the enemy were.killedvduring'the'feriod'and\sévehty;one,(71)

.

‘were found dead.1[Friendiy,casualtles were_twov(2) wounded in'actions

7 Jemvary

“Local security patrols were operated by the 305th Infantry near LOCK, - .
 SAN MIGUEL, and VILLABA but no contacts were made.: The motorized patrol opera-
ting on the PALOMPON Road received-some enemy rifle fire 500 yards north of ..

The 306th Infantry opersted patrols from the CALUBIAN area to RABIN POINT,
TUKTUK, and SAW ISIDRO with no contacts. 'Other patrols operated west of CANANG |
north of HUMAYBUNAY and in the vicinity of TANGUBAY, At the latter location
twenty (20) of the enemy were observed digging in, and artillery fire was placed
“upon thems - . S S e :

o The sector vo.i; i:he 307fh Infantry was vei‘y‘quiet'ml ﬁdfiois' thxjou,ghdu’é tﬁ_e
area found and killed only two (2) of the enemys : o ‘ :
The 2d Battalion, 96th Infantry Regiment (PA), was ordered by XXIV Corps

to asseémble by 10 Ja vary for attachment to the 7th Infantry Division to assist
" in the operation in the CAMOTES. SEAe ‘ ‘ o

~ Ten (10). of the eneny were killed during the day and twelve (12) were
found deads There: were no friendly casualties. - S

| 8‘Jé.n‘uary '

 Pstrols of the 305th Infantry killed 16 of tho enmemy near BALITI and re-
" duced.an enemy. roadblock 1000 yards north of- that village. Patrols to SAN DIAGO
and.ICAI;Ul\TAS.AN killed four (4) Japs and placed artillery 'f"j.«:e?on’ twenty (20) ‘mores

Patrols -of the 306th Infantry in the SAN ISIDRO area captured one (1)
prisoner of war but made no other contacts. Patiols from LINOY to AGAYAN killed -
'three(ﬁ) of the enemy and observed others who escaped and moved northwestes - Two
. patrols west of Highway 2 reported no enemy east of grid line 98, '

. Guerrillas attached to the’ 307th Infantry regiment killed nine (9) of the
enemy during the night in the vicinity of LIBUNGAO Road Junction and reported
seeing approximately thirty (30) otheys in that vicinity during the day. One
(2) was killed but the remainder escoped  through the high grass. Regimental
‘patrols from LIBUNGAO to GATOTOCAN sighted fifty (50) enmemy and killed seven (7
" of them, but the remainder scattered toward the mountains to the easts - in
overnight patrol returned from the HOT SPRING area and reported killing twelve
(12) of the enemy en routes ' ' s o

_ Seventy (70) of the enemy were killed by patrol action on this date while
friendly casualtie56re three(3) killed in action and two (2) wounded in action.

T ewe i e
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9 Jahuary

The 305th Infantry received five~(5) rounds of enemy 8lmm mortar fire
at VIILADA and also several additional rounds on the beach near that point,
Patrois of the regiment made no contact during the day but a truck driver IR
transporting natives in the vicinity of BUAYA reported seeing three (3) of the
enemy and receiving automatic rifle fire. ' : : ‘

Patrols of the 306th Infantry éncountered and annihilated a group of fifty
(50) of the enemy armed with mortars, machine guns and rifles north of HUMAY.
~ BUNAY, R S ST S R

A guerrilla outpost on the PALOMPON Roadfin the vicinity of the TAGBONG
River in the 307th Infantry sector was fired on by enemy machine gins during the
night and a telephone wire was cut and grounded by the enemy near the LIBUNGAO
Road Junction. Patrols reported an estimated 150 to 200 enemy troops two miles
northwest of VALENCIA, Artillery fire was placed on them and a subsequent patrol
investigation found 53 killed by this fire; the remainder fled toward the west,
Another patrol in the AGUITING area saw fifty (50) ‘of the enemy of which number
they killed 32, o S ‘

B Battery, 306th Field Artiliéry Battalion, moved from PALOMPON to VALENCIA
and went into‘position there, . ' ' , .

The 302nd Engineer Zattalion repaired a bridge southwest of MATAGOB, the
stringers of which had been cut by the enemy,

The movement %o the east side’of the island of heavy equipment of the‘divi-'
sion not needed for the accomplishment of assigned missions in the present area
was begun, - R : ' ’

v 190_of the enemy Were killed during the-pémiod and seven (7) prisoners of
war were taken. There were no friendly casualtiess : o

. 10 Janvary

" Patrols of the 205th Infantry made several contacts in the area around
VILLABA and succeeded in killing 41 of the enemy in that area. ZEvidence was
becoming increasingly strong that remnants of the eneny wert abtempting to reach
‘the coast near VILLABA, Motorized patrols on the PALOMPON Road, accompanied
by guerrillas, killed nine (9) of the enemy in the area about.800 yards east and
west of MATAGOB and captured four (4) prisoners of war. ’ o

. The 2d Battalion, 306th Infantry, was relieved of responsibility in the
CALUBIAN area by the lst Battalion, 96th Infantry Regiment, Philipping Army,
The 2d Battalion then departed for TACLOBAN on XXIV Corps order to operate as
~a port detail, The remainder of the regiment operated patrols in its assigned

arcas : ' 4 i

Local patrols of the 307th Infantry, one of which was a motorized patrol
operating on Highway.z, killed twenty-one of the enemy. 4n overnight‘patrol o

- 12 -
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returning from HOT sPRII\TG- killed 33 in the v1cin'lty of HANGAKITANON. ;K patrol
northwes‘t of SAW JOSE observed small groups of the. enenmy, . totaling apgroximatelv
150, moving west. along the PAGSANGAHAN River. “Five (5) were killed near BAD
bt the remainder cseapeds A Provisional Port Company, composed of elements of
- the 30’7ta Imantry and Divismn Artlllery departed VALE TCIA en route %o, DULAG
. i
. Do (2) Japs were k::.lled. by the s ‘Ordnance’ Company in. the VALI‘{mCIA area
. va.nd seven (7) were killed and one. (1) prisofsr. of war taken by the 77th Military
.',Pollce Phtoon ’cwo miles north of PAGSAJG.AHAN Rlver on Highway 2.

Ba.ttery B 225th Field Artlllery (155 Gun) Ba'btalion was relleved reverted’
to- control of XXIV COY‘pS a.nd depar’ced fro.m t‘ﬂe VALENGIA areze ~

138 of the enemy were killed and. seven: (7) prisoners of war were t:ﬂ:en durlnr
: ‘the o@,,r.: Fr:.endly casualtles were one - (1 wounded. in ac’clon. . ,

o , 11 January
me 305th Infantry 1ntens1f1ed its combat patrols d.uring the dwy and the

1st Battalion gatrol met resistance from enemy patrols numbering from 20 to 40. -
An enemy defensive poswlon was “located about 1000 yards northeast of TABURAN
held by four (4) machine guns and a considersble number of riflemen, Ten (10)
of the enemy were killed in this area. The 3rd Battalion encountered several
small groups of the enemy, 15 to 20 in number, throughout the day. [he 24 Bat-
ta.lion k'lllea 18 ‘of the enemy at GINARUNAN, Motorlzed patrols along ‘tho PALOM-
- POW Roé.d. made 10 contactss - Artillery observers operatlng with the 305th Infantry
. saw one group of 75 and another group of 50 .of the enemy near BUTNGA, Artillery
,"_,.flre wes placed on both o'roups. Patrols returning from H.A.LAS repor’ceq killlng
- 83 of the enemy in that vieinity and 17 at CAWBUTOY, : ;
. - The 306th Infmtry continued pntrolhng in its arca but fou.nr’ owle one (l)
- Jape “Patpolaiof the 1st Dabtalion. went from ABAIAIG wéé‘b 0. WU‘MQOJ* ’ :mawr
patrol fron tho 31?5. -m,tt-mlaon covcref‘u bhc MT BIUA arose BRSSO AT

" Me 307th. Infantry 1ntensif1ed its com’bat pa’crolling and made ceveral enemy~
vcontacts. A patrol of the 24 Battalion- opera'bing southwest of VALEWCIA encounter
ed a group of approximately 75 of the enemy 500 yards south of SAY JOSEs '“le'sren }
(11) of these were'killed and the remainder of the group attempted to withdraw -
to the east, ~ Thc,f were pursued by our patrols and thirty eight (38) more were
killed before the rémainder managed to'.escapes A patrol of the 3rd Battalion
‘operating around COLISAO saw approximately 25 of the enemy on the west side of
the PAGSAVGAHAN River.. The patrol fired on them but they were unable.to pursue
“them owing to the flooded condition of the river., This patrol succeeded in.
‘killing ten (10) of the eneny. -Another patrol operating northwest of VALZIICIA -
killed ten (10) Japanese, of which.three (3) were officers.  An overnlght- patrol
returning' from HOT SPRI‘TG ‘reported killing 28 of the .enemy in their area and .
talzing five (5) prisoners of “War,. 'Ihe l’st Battallon remamed in. ’che deTense o
ofO-uOC.r ‘ e T SR . : ‘

o T.:e 9026. Fiold Artlllery Battalion‘fired on’ two g‘oups ef the enemy :Ln ’che
VAIu-u CI*l area, but no, delinlte COunt o:n§ the number kllled could be mades. ;- -

Eneny casuall.’(;lem for the day were 161 kllled. and. f1ve (5) prisoners of ware

Friendly caswalties were two (2) !cil'led in action and ten (lO) wou.nd.ed. in action.
1 .

-
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12 January

Enemy activity was inereased in the VILLABA area. During the might, enemy
patrols of undetermined size carrying satchél charges and pole charges attempe
ted to enter the VILLABA defenses. Amphibious tractors operating between
VILLABA and PALOMPON were fired on by enemy 8lmm mortars 600 yards offshore at
ABIJAO, Although the patrols attempting to enter VILLABA were fired on by the
2d Battalion, 305th Infantry, no enemy ‘dead were found in the arca on the follow=
‘ing mornings Patrols of the'2d Battalion north and east “of PINARUT killed 25
of; the enemys The 1st Battalion moved out from its position of the previous
night and continued its sweep of its assigned areae During the day the battale
ion killed 150 of the enemy and took up defensive positions for the night two
and one-half miles north of SAN MIGUEL, The 24 Battalion, proceéding to TIBUR,
‘killed 25 of the enemy south of BALITI during the day. The 3rd Battalion,
continuing its sweep in its assigned area knocked out one enemy machine Zun
and. captured av. US heavy machine gun, taking up positions for the night near
the 24 Battalions , ' -

. Pstrols of the lst and 3rd Battalions, 306th Infantry operating in the
AGAHANG arca made no enemy contacts but found two (2) enemy dead. Guerrillas
operating under the 306th Infantry captured one (1) Jap at PALID southwes® of

LEYTE.LEYTE in the CALUBIAN awGae S , |

The -307th Infantry killed five (5) of the enemy in the vicinity of VALENCIA
during the night. The 2 day patrol returning from HOT SPRING reported killing
24 in that areas 4 patrol from CANANGA to BAGATOON made no contacte Another
“patrol killed six (6) of the enemy in the warehouse area north of VALEECIA;

~ Company A, 776rAmphib16ﬁs Tank Battalion ré&érted to XXIV Corps control .
and departed PALOMPON en route, by water, to IPIL, : »

Inemy casualties during the period, including those killed previously but
not reported, were 310 killed and one (1) prisoner of war. Fricndly casualties
werc one (1) killed in action and five (5) wounded in action, . ‘

13 Januafy ’
. : . JoL S a : »
. ¢ Tlements dfithe,ist.and‘zd'Battalions, 205th' Infantry landed between
ABIJAO and JORDAN and mopped up ABIJAO killing 15 Japs in the process. The lst

- Battalion moving north toward ABIJAO ran into ¢ 'ff opposition from a reinforced

enemy company and came under mortar and machine gun fire, One company of the

1st Battalion, working up the valley was forced to withdraw because the enemy
occupied the high ground and was rolling grenadeé-downvthe hill ond bringing
light machine gun fire to bear on our forces. 194 of the enemy were killed

in the ASIJAO area. Elements of the 2d Battalion encountered a position on .
MI CANGUIPOT which was held by an estimated 100 of the enemy, armed with machine
guns, mortars and rifless 43 of the enemy were killed before our forces withe
drew to VILLABA, The 324 Battalion advagced to a point 1700 yvards of BUTNGA

and extensively patrolled that dfea encotntering many small enemy Zroupse

This battalion killed 125 in artillery-infantry action at BUTHGA and 1000
yards south and cast thereof, Fnemy patrols, carrying land mines, attempted to
enter our lines at VILLABA apparcntly with the intention of destroying ouy
artillery. : - 14 e :
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and east of SAN MIGUEL made no céntacts. 3-and K Companies, reinforced were
sent to VILLABA to reinforce the 2d Battalion, ' ‘

A truck colum bringing supplies from VALENCIA %o PALOMPON was ambushed by
the enemy in the hills on the PALOMPON Road one mile southwost of DIPI, The
ambush was cleverly zrenared and caught the, convoy on a twisting section of the:
road betyeen two bridgoes with high zround on the north and a precipitous slope
on the south, Nine of our trucks were destroyed and persomnel were forced to
withdraw. S ‘ ‘

There was no activity of any kind in the 208th Infantry arcas The Rogie

- mental Headguartors and Special Units moved, by truck,‘to-TARRAGONA.«,Gompanyfl
moved to MATAGOB .to protect the 306th Ficld Artillery Battalion and to prepare
to clean out the ambush arca the following morning.. o - '

Pabrols of the 307¢h Infantry operating from TAGBONG Rivor o CAVANGA and
in the yicinity of PAGLOCSOON killed sewven (7) of the onemy. e .
: The 306th Field Artillerx Bat£a1ion, less one béttery at PALOMPON, moved
from VALEVCIA to MATAGOB to furnish long range support for the 305th Infantry
in the VILLABA arca. ~ ' , ' . : - S ,

Gﬁorrillas killed 20 of tho enemy near RIZAL during the day.

, An cnemy fighter plane strafed an amphibious tractor bolumn evacuating
wounded from ABIJAO to PALONPON at 151935 causing some casualtics,

4] of the cnemy were killed throughout the day and seven (7) prisonecrs
- of war teken, TFriendly casuvalties were (7) killed in action and 17 wounded,
in action, . ) ~

16»anuary , ,

- The 24 Battalion, B05th Infantry in the vicinity of VILLABA was sholled ‘
sporadically during.the night by 8lmm mortars and in the morning by 70mm ortile
lery piecess Patrols of the 24 Dattaiion operating to BALITI and around VILLABA
killed 139 of the enemy b artillery and small arms fire. Patrols of the lst
and 3rd Battalions operating around LOOK and SAW MISUEL made no encmy contacts.

- The 3xd Battalidn, 306th Infantry moved to MATAGOB with the mission of ,
- thoroughly scouring the hillg north of the PALOMFON Road. Company I, from its
position at MATAGOB, attacked west at ddylight to clear the area around the
ambush area of the previous nighte This company met only light and_ scattered
opposition during the day and bivouacked for the night one mile north of TIPOLO,
The 3rd Battalion, less I Company, attecked west from MATAGOB at about 1000,

killed 55 of the enemy in tie hills northwest of MATAGOB and bivouaclked three
5, Diles nortneast of TIPOLO, - ‘ s T . o

“Patrols-of the 307th Infantry were semt 46 MATAGOB and thence south back
‘to VALILICIA bub made mo enemy contacts. Other patirols operating west aad south-
west of VALENCIA and 44 ‘thé vicinity of AGUITING observed several zroups of the
eneny amé.@lacéd‘artiiiéry'fi?é“%ﬁ%%héhw.f%hugood results. Three(3) Japs attemp-
ting to enter the southeast boundary of the VALENGIA defensive position were
- ' . ! X - ) 16 . v-\.,‘« J . )
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T killed during tge n1 ht.v

' ‘aatcorv A 304th Field urtlllerJ Battallon moved into p031t10n in MALAGOB
© “to furnish closc ‘support for the mopping up operatlons for the 8rd Buttallon
vSOGUA Infantry 1n the hills in the northwest. ST

-Fron 1ts 0031t10ns -at MATAGOB,, the 306th Fleld Artlllery Batta lloa flre&on
Sevcral OUPS of the enomy numberlng from 25 to- 50 per group w1th e: cbllent
result s,

An cnemy Ilvhter planc attempted to come in over PALOMPOW at 161905 out
was driven of‘ by antiaircraft fire., ~The plane then turned west end strafed -
four (4) L¥I's carrying casualties south from VILLABA. One bomb was: dropped
“near the LVITg but no damabo resulted. SRR » v

Tnemy cesualties during the perlod were 64 kllled and one (1) oriqoncr of
war was token. Friendly casualtles were ten (10) killed in actlon and.- 26
- wounded in actlon.

‘ 17 January

The -@5t’ Infantry contlnued to onerate stronb combat natvols around LOOK
iVILLAJA and SAN MIGUEL, Several contacts were made and 78 of the encmy were
killed by vatrol action during the day. One Jap barge - loaded with artllle"y
- ammunition, was destroyed on the beach near BALITI, Patrols around VILLABA
found ‘33 paomv dead in addition to those already reported as a resvlt of the
Japancsc attack in that arca on 15 January. Artlllerv attached to the 305th

- Infantry, continucd to firc on:groups of .the encmy, ranging from 20 to. 50, with
excellent results, One patrol operating in the hills 3000 yards south. of SAN
MIuUEL, oncountorod scvural groups of from 20 to 60 of the enemy.- - .

In the 306tb Infantry sector, the lst Battalion rcmalned at CANA”GA»and
.operated local socurlty patrols w1th but few enemy contactse The 3rd Be .talion
continued mopping up in the area north and west of MATAGOB and contacted several
- groups. of thcenemy in that arca. 22 Japs were killed and onc heavy machinc gun
captuied by patrols of this battalion ncar RIZAL. 35 of the enemy werc killed
by the 3rd Battalion onc and onc~half mllos northeast of TIPOLOy and two of our
50 caliber machine guns, which had been ‘taken by the enemy: from our ambushed
‘truck convoy, were capturcd. The 3rd. Battallon blvouackcd for the night 1n
that v101nity., 4

T 307th Infantry killed three (3) Ja;ijs in the VALENCIA arce and three(3)
ncar LIBUNGAO during the night. Patrols operating throughout the regimental
zZono madO‘no onemy contactsg. : o ' ' . '

169 of the encmy werc killed while fr1 ndly_casualties were one (1) killed
in action and’ tw0'(2) wounded. in actlon. ‘ ' R

&

18 January

In the 305th Infantry soctor patrol contucts w1th the Ow“mJ COﬁtlnLLd and

— . — - - -
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artillor& units fired ¢» ~ovme vof tho anomy ranging from 20 to 75 taroughout
the daye The 24 Bati..ion so.. located an onemy defensive position 500 yards
northyest. of MT CANGUIPOT and on this date scnt a force cquivalent of -about
two companies to attompt to destroy ite The position was not taken but 52 of the
‘enomy were killed and onc machine gun was. capturcd, The 3rd Battalion sent two
reinforced companics to RIZAL to investigate a report of an estimated 200 of
the enemy in that arca but mado no contact, S ' :

The 3rd Battalion, 306th Infantry continued its mopping up opcrations in
the hllls north and west of MATAGOB, Two reinforced companics moved out at 0730
to clear an arca 4000 yards north and west along the PALOMPON ‘Road. from DIPI to.
the mountain range ncar Hill 1204, During this action, K Company cncountcred
approximately two platoons of the enemy and brought artillery fire to bear upon
them with undetermined results, ZTlcments of the 304th and 306th Ticld Artillery
Battalions in support of patrols of the 3rd Battalion, 306th Infantry fired on
groups of the encly and on native shacks believed to contain encmy porsonnel and
suppliess A direcét hit was made on one shaclk containing a large dumy of ommuni-
tion and gasolinec, . - ’ ‘

There was no activity in the sector of the 307th Infantry, and 1océlﬂpatrols
encountered and killed only cight (8) of the enemy, Guerrillas operating with
the 307th Infantry captured -one (l)-prisoner of war, - ' ' : ‘

One.battery of the 304th Tiold Artillery Battalion moved from CAVATGA to
MATAGOB bringing the total to two battorics of this battalion in thet vieinity,’

The remaining battery Stayed in position at CANANGA, °

During the day the qncmy‘lpst 24 killed and four (4) prisoners of ware
- Friondly.casualtics werc threc (3) killed in action and seven (7)- wounded in
actian, L : ; . .

lQ'January Y

Heavy casualties, which had been inflicted on the snemy in the preceding
several days had caused a decrcase in énecny activity im the 305th Infantry
soctors Threc (3) of the encmy were killed attempting to enter 24 Bottalion
positions ot VILLABA but patrols to CADWASAN, HIMARCO and SABAUG made no encmy
contacts, e = S o

The 206th Infantry reported no enemy activity during the night and a% 0730,
the 3rd Battalion moved out to attack an enemy position located the previous
day ITo? TISQLO, By 1005 this position had boon overrun and thc mission of
mopping up north of the PAIOMPOX Road and west of MATAGOBR was completed, The'
3rd Battolion returned to CANANGA at 1800, The lst Battalion, 308th Infantry
departed CANANGA at 0730 and closed at TARRAGOMA'&%’1900'preparatory to report-
-ing o Base K for empléymcnt as a Port Detail, S ' _ '

The enemy Position was initially bolieved to be held by two reinforced
platoons but as the attack progressed, the cnemy strength was found to be groater
than anticipated, Artillery time firc was brought on the position with oxcellent
results cnd with'this aséistancc, the: 3rd Battalion was able to overcome ite ‘
Patrols of the 3rd Battalion, destroyed a. Japanesc Flash Signal Station in tho
hills two miles northeastof TIPOLO which had been flashing signals %o thec south,

el 18 ‘
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The 507t1 Infantry cont1nucd its defense of VALENCIA and the 1st Battmllon
romained. in ORMOC Local patrols killed five (5) of the encmy ncar AGUI”IWG and
BAGATOOB ‘

Pat 'ols of tho 304th Fleld Artlllery Battalion klllod two (2) of hg cnemy
, and Doz ncd 37 shwcks 500 yar&s north of KAJAWAGAY ' o :

: The encuy lost 64 killed and one (l) nrlsoner of ware Thcrc were no friend-
“ly c“sunltlcs. ‘ : B ‘

o .

20 January
”ho 50oth Infantry contlnued operation of combat patrols around. VILLABA-
- LOOK and SAN MIGUEL but contacts weré very few. Artlllerv unlts contlgued no
'flrc on smﬂll groups of the enemy locatcd by patrols. ‘

A coant of the encmy killed by the 3rd Battallon 306th Infontry ﬁhilo
mopping u» north and west of MATAGOB was completed today and it was zepo.sed
that 164 Ol the eneny, not previously reported, had been killed during ti.1s
“opcration, ~ lost of thesc were killed in hastlly constructed squad and platoon
defcasive positions, Local patrols operated by the 3rd Battalion in the vicinit;
of CAlAﬂGﬂ.mﬂde no contacto

, Local natrols of ‘the 3D7th Infantry around VALENCIA and patrols oocrﬂtlng
near "ANGAKI“AJQH nade no eneny.contacts,

The 77tn BcconnalsSance lroog killed one of the cnemy near VALu-CIA and thn
' 92nd Bomb Disposal Sque L, clcarlng up onemy ammunitlon dumps near LIMON, Pillcd
~two noro. . o : o " :

‘ ' Ipcludlng 164f not previously roportcd enemy 1osses werc 193 glllcd.. Qur
own c«suwlul os were 2 killcd and nine (9) wounded._. : -

- 2 Jnuary

Tnemy activity in the scctor of the 305th Infantry was very limited. Small
groups of Japs were encountered by patrols, and artillery units fired on small
groups located in shacks around the. VILLABA arca. - One patrol cneountered end
'killed 21 of 'the enemy 400 yards west of CAYAYGIAW, Wative rcported that a
two—nﬁsteé sailboat had been making nightly trips to BALITI from somewhcre in
the CAMOTES SEA to bring supplies to BALITI and to-evacuate Japancsc troops
from that point., Local patrols of the lst and 3rd Battalions made no contacts
" during the day but a reinforced company of the 2d ‘Battalion encountered an-cneomy
pos1twon near. BALITI and rccelved scattcrud rifle fire from it.

- Local sccurltv patrols of the Srd Battalion SOGth Infantr; in the CAFANGA
arce made no contacts. o o ’
N\ .

llnom cw1v1ty was also. 11m1tod in the 307th Infantry scctors Onc Lwtrol
800 yards northeast of HIBUNAWAN located 25 of the cncmy and placed artillery
‘Tire upon tncﬂ wlth‘ﬂood resultss Patrols also dirccted artillery fire on an-
other group of 30 Japs 2000 yards northeast of HANGAKITANON, Guerrillas opera-

ting ‘with he 307th Iafrmt"y captured one . (1) prlsone‘f war necar JALUBON, -

- 19 -
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The 306th Plold Artillory 3attalion conducted observed firc on a group
of 25 to 30 of the onemy located in shack onc milo cast of AGOBOB, Approxinate-
1y 20 of tho cnemy were killed and the four shacks were destroyeds

Tho encmy lost 60 killed and one (1) prisoncr of wars There wore no
friondly casualtics, o - : ‘

22 Janvary

4 reinforced company of the lst Battalion Z05th Infantry, patrolling from,
LOOK to a point 2000 yards cast of TUBURAN, saw eight (8) of tho cnemy near
TUBURAN and killed two(2) of them beforc the remainder cscapede Elemecnts of the
B05th and 306th Field Artilicry Battalions attached to the 205th Infantry fired
on'torgets located by liairca planes at BUTNGA, HUBASAN, and AGOBOB with cxeol-
lent resultss Other fires were conducted on a group of 100 of the cnemy 800
yards north of Hill 1204 and on an ostimated platoon 800 yards to the west, &
radio dircction finder unit, oporating in the 305th Infantry sector, located
enemy radio stations at AGOBOB and BUTWGA and possibly one at HUBASAN, These
radios were belioved to be similar in power to our SCR 193, -

Local sccurity patrols in the GAVANGA area made no contact, Compeny I,
306th Infontry, was relieved of its mission of defending artillery units in the
vicinlty of MATAGOB by .Company K, 306th Infantry. Company I rcjoined its date
talion ot CAWANGA, S - LI . . »
Local patrols of the 317th Infantry in and around VALENCIA killed 16 of the
- enolmy and captured ono.(l) prisoncr qf_warﬁ : ’ ’ ‘

M1 artillery battalions continued to fire on 1solated grbmps'of-the:encmy
" located by patrols or artillory liaison planes, o :

, Bnomy losses were 18 killoed and two (2) prisoncrs‘of war.  Therc were no
friendly casualticse. ' , : S :

23 Jaﬁuary_

W

The 305th Infantry continued to operate patrols throughout its scctor but

cnemy contacts were limiteds A patrol of the 1st Battalion operating from LOOK
%o SABANG and HIMaRCO mct no resistance. 4 reinforced company of the 2d Bate
talion moved north from VILLABA toward SILAD and PINARUT, 33 wounds of eneny
artillery firc fell on thc .company 800 yards north of VILLABA, Tho artillery
picce was located one-half mile west of MT CANGUIPOT and was immecdiately silen-
“ced by counterbattery fire, . The company proceeded north and cast of SILAD 400
yards where they encountored a ‘strong defensive position containing an unde-
Yormined nwiber of the cnemy armed with at loast four (4) machine guns, aubom
matic rifles, rifles, and mortars. The fighting wes bitter throughout the day
bub no cstimate of the number of enemy casualties in this action was mndée, 4
patrol of the 3rd Battalion moved to CAMBUTOY and thence 1200 yards north and

killed 13 of the enemy with small arms and mortar firo., Casualiics were ines
flicted throughout the day on scatterodigroups,of.thé'enemy by artillery fire.

Locol security patrols of the Brd Battalion 306th Infantry in tho GAIANGA
arca madc no contacta, : : - .
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,]wnre 10 woundod in actions

“The 207th Infantry contlnued patrolling 1n its asaigned aroca ﬁnd killed 3

lm'“

- of the cnemy 800 yards northwest of COLISAQO and directed artlllory fire on an
OStl“”uO@ o*etoon 200 yards southeast of BAGAIOON

' Guerflllas operating with the 77th Dlvision CIG Detaehment were rcoorted
to heve kllled 7. Japs and cmptured one prlsoner of war on the prev1ous Qaj‘

Thc 77th Roconnaxssance Tr00p kllled one Jap 1n tho VALEHCIA dofonses.

Thc SOoth Eield Art111ory Battalion captured one prisqner of war neeyr

_.MALAGOB waa fired on small vroups of -the enemy throu&houx the daye

Bnomy Cqualties wore 24 killed and 4 prisoners of war. Our own losses”

24 January' _

Conbﬂb oatrols continued to operate throughout the sector of the 305th |
Infznurv but contacts were not as cxtensive as on the previous days 4 reinforer-
platoon patrol of the 3rd Battalion killed one Jap 800 yards southeast of SAN -
MIGUEL ond 19 more in shacks at MABINI, Othgr patrols killed 5 of the cneny -

- and knocked out.one light machine gun 800 yards east of Hill 838. Company K-
was scat to reinforee VILLABA, o

Patrols o;peratlnb in the CANANGA area made no enemy contacts.-

Potrols of the 307th Infantry operating from VALENCIA to MAﬂLILLTAD 1110&

8 of the cromy while another patrol in the HOT SPRING area killd one, Onc

prisonor of war was capturod west of SAN JOSE.

‘The 306th Field Artlllery Battalton oontinued to fire on small roupsaof

the encmy throughout the day and destroyed what was believed to be a Japanoso
warehousce 1800 yards southwest of CASA. IR o '

Wo dotalls of tho 302d Englneer Battalion took one prlsoner of wor near

: TAMBUCO mnd uorrillas killed two Japs in the MATAGOB areae

A ;ocoALnlssance was inltlated and plans were made for a COOrdlﬂ”teQ attwd’

,to ef*ect final mopping up in the hills east of ABIJAQ and on the west coaste
Mis atteck was: ‘to be. made by the 305th and 307th Infantrj Regiments as. soon as -

elements of the latter could be relieved from responsibility at VALLNCIA wad
ORMOCo The pla_n of attack was as shown’ on overlay #8. S .

Eneny losses were 43 killed and 2 prisoners of ware JFriendly casualﬁies
were 4 wounded in action and one m13s1ng in action.‘ SR S

1

25 J’anuary

: Dlms for the 305th Infmntry in the proposed attack were to ouplov tﬂo lst L
and 2¢ Battalions noving east and south from the VILLABA area whilc the 3rd

'Battqlion moved north: from LOoK to enclose: the encmy in a narrow torrovn corridc.




where they could be annihilated by the 307th Infantry driving west toward the
coaste In preparation for this attack, the 1st Battalion, 305th Iafantry, moved

' from the vicinity of LOOK to VILLABA to Jjoin the 2d Battaliéne Oorpony D was
alroady: ot VIRLADA and company X was noved from VILLABA to LOOK for cmployment

in the defenses of LOOK and PALOMPON while the 3rd Battalion (=) operated further
northe 4 reinforced company patrol from PALOMPON to SAN MIGUEL killed five (5)

of the enemy and destroyed one light machine gun. Artillery wits attoched to

the 305th Infantry continued to fire on groups of the enemy throughout the day.
Fire was delivered on a group of 100 1800 yards cast of HUBASAN with good results,

.ﬁocal securlty patrols in the CANANGA area made no encmy contactsi_

- Zocal patrols of the 307th Infantry made few contacts but killed 7 of the
encmys The 77th Reconnaissance Troop killed one Jap in the VALENCIA area and-
guerrillas operating under the 207th Infantry reported killing 13 of the cnemy

on the previous day.

| Too 306th Field Artillery Battalion, from positions at MATAGOB, continued to
firern_scatteer groups of the ceneny, : ’ o T _ -

The chemy lost 26 killed., Our 0wﬁ,casua1ties were 2 killed and onc wownded.

- ' ” . : - v26».January

4 patrol of the 305th Infantry operating from VILIABA to BALITI captured
a 20mm gun and 50 rounds of ammunition at BALITI, A guerrills patrol operating
under the 305th Infantry lkilled 3 of the enemy and located a 37mm gun 400 -yards
cast of Hill 838 and found a US 50 caliber machine gun nearby, Patrols during
the day observed an encmy company 400 yards east of Hill 1204 and saw a group
of 40 in the woods 300 yards southeast of 4BIJAO, Artillery units attachod to
the 305th Infantry fired on groups of the enemy ranging from§l0 to 75 throughout
the doye The 1st and 24 Battalions of the 305th Infantry were in' position near
VILLABA while the 3rd Battalion was in the vicinity of Hill 1204 prepared to
launch an attack on the following days = : - . '

The 3rd Battallon, 306th Infantry, loss Company K at MATAGOB, ‘sont strong
patrols northward along Highway 2 to PINAMOPOAY with the mission of .clearing -
all cnemy troops from the vicinity of Highway 2 ° hnorth of Grid Line 80, )
~enemy contacts were made during the day and the 3rd Battalion preparcd to mgke
_a swecp 1500 yards east and west of ‘Highway 2 from PINAMOPOAN south +to. VALENCIA
on 27 January, - o I g ‘ ‘v

- Local patrols of the 307th Infantry in and around VALENCIA made no eneny
contacts during the day but 6 of the encmy were killed in VALEWCIA during the
night, The 1lst Battalion, 307th Infantry, was relieved from the ORMOC defenses
and moved to VALENCIA to releasc the 2d 3attalion for participation in the €0
ordincted attack on 27 January, The 2d Battalion moved from VALEFCILA to CASA,
2000 yards west of MATAGOB, propared to attack west to the coast to clear out
the hills cast of ABIJAO, B v i , o 4

To 304th Tield Artillery Battalion, 1éss one battery ab HATAGOD, moved

fron CANANGA to VALENCIA to relieve the 9024 Tield Artillery Battalion so that
it night be moved to CASA to support the attack of the Z07th Infantry,
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Tho 7‘7’cn Mil:.tary Police Platoon 1f'i.lled One J’ap three mﬂ.cs sou’c_1 of
VALEL“GI,A. and ‘ohe 302:1 Eng ineer Battalion killed one in the VALEITGIA defensdsy

_ Enemy casUalties including 60 killed by the 1st Battalion 307th Infqrvtry
at OBNOO and not: nreviously roéported, were 84 killed ancl 3 prisoners of War,, .
Qur own ca smltics were one wbund.ed in action. :

. e 26th 6F January may be considered., as the end. of Rzase 2, curl'nv'ufﬂich ‘
operstions of the division wero confined mainly to combat patro].l:tnu in nll sece
 torss ‘T 27th of January begon the 3rd and lagt Phase of the division's operas
tions to offect the final mopping up in its area of responsibility in northwester.
IEYTE, On this date a coordinated attack was launched with the 305th and 307th-
Infantry Regimonts ., the plan of which was to enclose remaining groups of me
‘enemy into a large valley through which they could be driven to the coast or”
~ annihilated by infa.ntry and artillery aotion. . For the plan of attacl" sec. tne
"operetlons map attached. : o T S : , R

,.._

| 27 January
~ The lst and 2d Battalions uf the 305t.h In:a.ntry wers already in position
along a trail running from VILLABA to SILAD snd at 0800 thoy began their move .
southivard to sweep the cnemy down into the va,lléy near the PAGSANGAHAN Riwore

Originally it had been pla.nned. to mowe.the 3rd. Battalion northward by land %o

begin its sweep from the south, but the condition of roads and troils as well

as the condition of the troops affer their long period in combat made it adw
visable to move this force by water to the vicinity of TUBURAN from which poin$
it could proceed inland to accomplish its mission. ~The landing had been nadé anc
TUBURAN wos sceured by 0943, The battalion then proceeded inland dhd made its.
first contact with a small group of Japs 400 yards east of TUBURAW, At 1600,

the 3rd Battalion came under hoavy fire from 50 caliber machino guns, ri.Lles

- and mortars about 1000° ymrdé east of TFUDURAN and. the battalion hold in that
vicinity for the night. Te lst Battalion oceupied a position for the night -
1000 yerds cast of SILAD while the 2d Battalion remained near VILLABAe “An anomy
fig Hter plane strafed the 3rd Battalion position 1a'oe in ’che aftemoon. ‘

. The 2c1 Ba.ttalion 307th Inf'mtry, from its: position of the previous nibht
. near CASA, launched its attack ‘westward at 0800, Initial resistance was light
. but in thc afternoon’ the battalion encountered increasing eneny resistance inelv!

IR {7 wmwmeoo yards south of BULAN, The battalion reorganized 1ts posi~ |

tion for the night in that vieinity, The 1lst and 3rd Battalions 307th Infantry
remeined at VALENCIA and operotdd local patrols in that area, The 1lst Battalior
was awai’cinb orders to movo to CASA to Join the a’ctack on 28 J'anuar'yo ’

The Srd Battalion, 306th Infa.ntry, resmned 41ts sweep southward qlonf I-Iighw
2 at 0800, The battalion made relatively fefr contacts and killed 4 Jmps noar
 LINOY, 4 near CANM’GA and 8 near LIBUNGAO - Lo :

G

The SOGth I’leld Artlllery Battalion contlnued. et fire on’ groups of t‘we ene! v
‘ locgted by artillery liaison Pplanes and fired a preparation for the ﬂttﬂcl" of tic
307th Infantry. . ‘.‘L‘hey also fired. on the villabe of O‘I‘IN with good e:uoc».

mov casualtiecs du.ring the day were 127 killcd a.nd one prlsoner o:E‘ wnro
Our own casualties were 4 killed and 19 wounded,
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28 Januar&_

- The 305th Infantry resumed the attack against increasing enemy resistance,.
The VILLABA force consigting of the 1lst and 24 Battalions continued its sweep
southward vhile the 3rd Battalion continued the push up to the north, The attack
'of the 2d Battalion was terporarily held up in the morning by an organized cnemy
position defended with rifles, mortars; and machine guns. The position ‘was dow
stroyed and the attack continued south to a point 400 yards ecast of Hill 838,
- The 1st 3attalion, 305th Infantry, assisted in the swecp southward’on the left-
(east) flank of the 24 Battalion, By the cnd of the day these two battalions
had entirely cleared all encry resistance from the arca between SILAD and OTIN,
The 3rd Jattalion advencing northward nmet cnemy resistance throughout the day
including heavy mortar and machine gun fire, 14 Japs were killedsy onc 8lmm mortar
and one machine gun werc. knocked out, The battalion held for ¥ ngshd 1860
yorls fiorthbas¥ of Hill 838. In tho aroa southoast of VilaABA 71 dope viwo
kflled in smoll groups. S o

. The 2d Battalion, 307th Infantry, resumed its attack at 0800, They COlim

- tinued westward toward BUTNGA against mortar and machine gun fire and resis-

- tance from small groups of the encmy dug in on the tops of the meny high hills

in this areas ZEnemy rosistance was extremely difficult to overcome owing to the
naturc of the terrain and the method the Japanese chose to defend i, High hills
covered with tall grass could be approached only up steep slopese The Jopanese
defenders werc well concealed in the grass and, posecssing excellent observation,
withheld their fire until they could deliver it at point blank range, -

14 i

. The advance CP of the 307th Infantry and the lst Battalion moved from
VALENCIA $o CASA to aid in the attack, The 3rd Battalion, 307th Iafantry, still
1n the VALENCIA defenses, located a'group of from 100 to 150 Japs moving weste
ward about 800 yards northwest of the VALZNCIA AMrstrip. Patrols operating in
that area engaged the cnomy and were’ successful in squeezing him betweon the
patrols on the northwest and.the normal defensive position of the battalion on
the southeaste While the encmy was thus boxed in, artillery firze was layed on
him, Later investigation indicated that the Japanese killed in this arco come
prised portions . of the 26th Division Headquarters -and the Division Medical Unit,
Approxinately 25 of these were officers from the Division'H@adquagﬁe:s. It is
believed that these troops were attempting to reach the west coast to coordinate
_eneny activity in that area. A R T T

L o T T T
The 3rd Battalion, 806th Infantry, -continued its sweep .southward from -

LIBUNGAO to VALENCIA but mado no cncny contacts,

.

‘ The cnemy lost 301 killed and 6he7priédnér of war during the daye There
were no friendly casualtics, e e e R

S 29 Janbary |l

lery on the lst

d by our
regiment re-
doys Elemonts
out that area.

During the night the cnemy fired three rounds of 75mm arti
Battalion, 305 Infantry's position, . This.fire was. promptly sil
artillery and there was no, furthor activity during the night,
suncd the attack at 0800 and, made scattered contact throughout
of tho 3rd Jattalion landed at JBIJAO in’the' afterncon and ol
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BPRDL
A relu;orcca platoon patrol of tnls battallon ﬁdvanced to the v101nitv of *

'HUBASAIT #@ind Company L advanced %o a point one mile west of ite. The remsinder
of the battalion neld for the—nlsht in the v101nity of L Companv pos1tlon.

§

fEi
lEi

The lst and 2d Battallons;\807th Infantry continued their oporao;ons We st
ward from CASA, Patrols of both battalions were sent to SULPA and C Company
patrolled to AGOBOB. Patrols of the 3rd Dattalion killed 5 of the encmy ab
- PONOMA, The 2d Battalion sent a reconngissance in force northwest from 3BUTNGA -

o along o prominent ridge line and cncountered an chemy strongpoint defended by

and cstinated company. The battalzon adjusted its lines to permi% ﬂrtlllory
fire to bc olmced on tnc p031tlon with excellent results.

‘ The Zrd Battallon 306th Infwntrv now occupylng a portlon of the VALLNCIA
defenscs, killed 2 Jaos and wotnded anothcr in VALENCIA, The battalion arqparod‘
to nove to TXRRAGONA to ruJOln its reglment on 20 January.

,‘Arnlllery battalion3~continusd,to support ‘the attack and to fire on small
groups of the enemy in all scctors, The 306th Tield Artillery Battalion fired
two proparations in support of the ‘attack ‘on the 805th and 307th Infantry
Reg1m0Lts. AR .

. Tyo leuoons of the 77th Rcconnaissance Troop. moved fron VALLWCIA to HOT
SPRING to make s final swecp of that area. No contacts werorque end no evidence
of rcecent encmy activity was found, : o . o

- mHo 924 Bonb Dlsposal Squad continued- the destructlon of encmy amnunltion
durps aloag Hlﬂhway 2 and killod 4 Japs in the v101nity of LIMOH.

: JD ony caqualtlos were. 116 killed and 2 prisoners of war.~ Our owm cﬂsualtioq
"werc killed and 12 wounded in actlon.

30 January ,

' T1 attack of the SOSth Infantry was rosumed at 0800 agains t 1lcrowsinb .
encny rcflstance. 35 Japs were killed during the morning 1800 yards north of
HUBASAY, The advance of the 3rd Battalion brought it within visual contact of
clbnonus of the 307th Infantry moving to the west. The VILLABA force advanced
" to & point 500 yards southeast of Hill 488, Guerrillas operating with the regi-
ment lkilled 12 Japs 200 yards southeast of VILLABA, - Throughout the aey artillery
SUPPOLblub the roblnont fired on several vroups of the eneny.

© The 307u1 Infqntrv resuned its attqck with _the 2d Battalion in tno load at

~ 0800, During the morning the battalion ran into a strongp01nt held by on esti-

mated reinforced company one mile north of HUBASAN, 3By 1300 the battalion had
succecded in ovorruruing this p051tion killed. 150 Japs and capturcd 3 heavy
machinc suns and 2 knoe mortars. This battalion dug.in for the niz zht 800 yards .
~ west of AGOBOB "The 1st Bﬁttglion, usszsted the attack by:stnon~ combat natrols.
. to the ?ront and flanks. B T -

The 3ed Jattalion 306th Infantry had no actlvity in its portwon of thc .
VALETCIA defonses. On this date the lst Battalion 164th Infantry, Americal .
Div1s1on arrived in VALENCIA accompanied by the 245th ield Artlllery Dattalion.
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and relicved the 3rd Battalidn; 3d6ﬁh 1ﬂfantry and the -304th Fiocld Artillery
3attalion, The 3rd Battalion, 306th Infantry entrucked and left VALENCGIA on
routc t6 TARRAGONA. ' : ' ,

Enlisted personnel of the 77th Division CIC Detachment observed an esti-

" mated 100 Japs in a creek bed immediately south of VALENCIA at about 0800, The
detachment, with the assistance of guerrillas, engaged the enamy in a fire fight
and killed 31 of them before the rest escaped, : o

The following units departed VALENCIA for the TARRAGONA Staging Areas
Elements of Division Headquarters, Headquarters Company, Special Troops, 777th
Ordnance Company, 77th Quartermaster Company, 77th Signal Company and Division
Artilleryy 304th Tield Artillery; 3rd Dattalion, 306th Infantrys H&S Company,
202 Mngineer Battalions Company B, 302 Medical Battalion; and the 36th Tield
Hospital, Remaining at VALENCIA were only elements of Division Special Troops
and’ o small operational zroup of Division Headquarters and the 3rd Battalion,
307th Infantry, ' . : ' . '

During the day the cnemy lost 417 killed and onc pFisoner of wars Our own
- losses were 7 killed and 33 wounded, S

31 January

The drive on the west coast was intensified in an attempt to bring it %o
an carly termination., The VILLABA force turned toward BUGABUGA to cstablish - ‘
contoct with the 307th Infantry and met scattered resistance. The 1st Battalion,
305th Infantry, attacked the asphalt hihé:onc mile west of 3UGABUGA nnd cleaned
tho encny from that arca. .'The 3rd Jattalion (=) occupied a position for the night
1t HUBASAY, with L “Company about 700 yar the ‘fiorthwe d T “Compaty ot

t t e 1 . +7 i . P T FRN A e O:b
ABTJ 14 o1y convoy ‘of ‘the reginent wes attacked on'-th¢ PALOMPON Road
in' the vicinity of "CAMBUTOY, Onc truck was turncd over but the balance of the
convoy got through safely, L : S

v

A L Yo G e

particutarky in the zonc of ‘advance of ‘tHe 2d Battallon, which was rois

S 6 b bl of the' 307thInfantryneﬁconmdorable re's'i}s“t nea ‘during

Cﬁﬁoﬁbdﬁy;"This'baf%alioﬁ“édvhncéd“fb‘é?ﬁbiht'800,yards west of AGOGZ0B where
they held for the night, Patrols of the 1st Battalion ¢ rate in

the afen killed one “Jap ‘at PONOM The ‘reg nemy |
i - B
e | , ofe 217 killed and’ 6L “own

ction an ounde

1 Tebruary

R o) '”;ﬁh”gniéhﬁ”p_Cpmpany;305€h71nfiﬁﬁiy was attacked by an wndétermined”
numbéer of the encmy but’ the attack was successfully driven off by artillery and-
machine gun fire, ' The Japs also attacked one of our machine gun positions of
the 3rd Dattalion and harassed our.troops throughout the night with rifle and
mortar firc, Coordinated attacks against our position were made nt 2400 and
again-at 0400. 30.0f the ene > :




- 3054 1 ry had conpleted. 1ts miasiono elements of the_.l’s‘b

'\J,ions retumed.‘ to VILLABA and. conmenced a shuttle nove. fro*a VILLABA
Ae. L':»PAI;OM?ON” n preparation for tae Move -

of %hé“d
; and 20 Batt
 to. P‘L:OMPO?:T. - The. 3
_ of the' rer ﬂent to' ARBAGONA. R

In the f'inql mpping up 1n '?UGABUG "d"‘the surroundinb area, tne 305% :

‘ Infmtrv killed 115 Japs and in a swecp of the area from the Asphalt Mine cast
of BALITI southwest to.the coast the : led 57 more._ ALl of those were strage o
ghows and wore. not 1n orga.nized group ; . ' .

e ’f'he 30’7'0’4 Infantry cont:.nued its drivé westWard and 'by the end. of t.m clay,
-~ the 2¢ 'xtt"tlion plus C Company, had advanced - through ‘BUTNGA to” ABIJAQ ond

- killed 45 Japs . 1n amall groups en route. ':’Lhe reament also reportcd ’f:'J.ZLJ.inb :
'80 of Ghe- omemy near BUTNGA. P ST Ry _ o S
: 3y the, ond of the, day it was apparent that very few of the enely remﬁined
on the west coast of LEYTE,. Tnemy osses for tho day..were 303 lkilled jond ena

_prisoner o;‘ wars. Our ovm casualtles were one. killed. and 3 wound.ecl. 2 L

move to ’a.m' Sta Qing
. Imzmtry

v 1641:1’1 Ini‘ b Ty, arri,ved at “’PALQMPQ.LI to. rola.eve the'
se_of that _area. ,The ﬂlst Battalion 164’5‘1 Imantry..

defendwnf* the 1rea. Th
officer ‘stoatod k¥
firo "ad been received.

in- t’*o area and coq”ent
to Tzs.’?.Pul.GOT\A for
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SUPPLVMb TAL G~3 SUMMARX

“;Frpm:-QZOOOOI’I Dec‘1944'"
To : 052400 I Feb 1945

MAPy  Special Map, LEYTE 1: 50 000,
i, nubny Sltuatlon ab ond of Pcrlod.

. as s a résult of our mopping up act1v1tics conducted during the
perlod, no organized Jap forces remained in the Division 'sector by 5 February
1945, : ' : : ' : ‘

b, IHnemy Front Lines: None. For enemy positions during the period
refer to Situation Map, ' : :

~ ¢s Defensive Organization: No organlzed defenses existea at the end
of the period. During the period, however, a certain amount of control and
organizztion existed among and betwesen the groups of Japs in the area ¥ of HATA-
GOB and ¥ of PALOMPON, These groups ranged in size from 30~500 men snd in some
instances were able to initlate offensive action., At various times the enemy
occupied several defensive positions of reinforced company size or smaller, The
locauioqs 1dent1fication strengths and periods occupled were as follows:

._ o ESTIMATED o :
LOCATION o - sw‘*w.v& o  PERIOD HELD -
(1) Astrlde Palompon R4 Arty Bn 12 - w5 26 Dec - 1 Jan
in depth' (93, 3-46, o) - Guns L \
to (89 9-43.9) - . Other remmants = ST
(2) 94.0~48 0 - Company - Jan 2
(3) 85.,5-48,9 - ; - Company . 12.13 Jan -
(4) 89.4-4643 Cotpany L 12-13 Jan
(5) 87,2~55.6 o 10 . - 12 Jan
(6) 8645-49.8 - (No Report) = = 14 Jan -
(7) 92.1-46,2 Company . ‘ 18-19 Jan
(8) 85,%58.,9 - - - EBst Co S . 23 Jan .
(9) 87.7-51.3 ‘ .. .Est Co Reinf . 29 Jan »
(10) 88,1~50,6 ~ = Est. Co , - Bl-2 TFeb

The position mentloned in (1) was a series of de;ens1ve installations,.
The point where the PALCMPON RD c¢limbs into the: hills SW of MATAGOB is a natural
defensive position of great strength. The Japs utilized natural - ‘caves, gullies
and ridges on both sides of the roads. In addition many deep holes were dugs
Some of these holes were 8 feet deep, two feet in diameter at the top widening _
to 6 feet in diameter at the bottom. IMG erews were found under culverts, There
were several coconut log pillboxes carefully landscaped and camouflaged into the
forward sJopes of ridges., 7O0mm battalion guns and 75mm guns were empWaced and

' -28 -



2&&&&
and _camouflaged and ln addltlon were well covered by fire from ri’lemen‘an& :
machine gunners.  An OP at (91, 5-43,8)was-a superior installation, It was .

dug into a forward slope with observation over 8 miles of road to the ¥ end B

- AMhe observation port was’ almost invisible ‘and the- post was. SufficleﬂuT" lar 76

for 4 or 5 men. It had concealed entrance from the reverse slopeg-

;ff ﬂhe other 9051tions listed above were typical of JaD hasty defenses. These

were e aerally on ‘steep sided ridges or knolls; and- consisted of nune:ous “well

' igamouflaged holes for riflemen and maching zumnerss: - Positions - (3), (&), (B) =
"and (9) vere characterized by unusually wells site&~MGs and stubborn resistance.

7.

' d. Uhits in Contact' During the mopping up from 26 ﬂec to 5 Feb the
77th Inf ‘Div entountered, in 1ts gector, stragglers and small groups from araa-

_ticallv every enemy unit which had ever: heen on the island. Wiﬁh.a few excep=
,tions 0o’ orranized units were in opposition. e ‘

; Ay En the MATAGOB area’ the lst Bn - 8th Arty Regt, Bth D1v offered de=
termined well¢organized and well=led resistance. Further to- the Yorth another
Artlllery Unit,: the 68th Bde Arty. Unit, launched full scale ceunter—a;uadks.
Also ¢ ﬂcouaterod in the sanme general a;ea PALOMPON-VILLABA and, inland, were -
falrly we ll organized and cquipped service elements of the 1st D1v. S

7

l Semi-organi"ed Units were identzfied while trying to ¢ross Hlohway a

- 2. in the vic1nity of VALENCIA. These Units had been instructed. to cross the

highway and proceed to.the W coast in the vicinity of MT NAGUANG Tlenents of
these Units entered the 77th Div Sector although .most of the B - W.mevement
covered territory S of the Division Sector.» Uhxts positzvely ideﬂulllea were
the followings .= . . : . : v

. . NITSUI BUTAI (Belleved to have been headqaarters for all

S '+, - Shipping Uhits) IEEPE F
. N .Vlet Shipping Engr Regt S S
 IMABORI BUTAI - 12th IIR, 26th Div T e R . .
. 16th Div remmants. . . B . Ca
26th Div remants oot S
Otaer unit identifications were made but it is doubt¢ul ﬁhetner -
these were of any significance ‘since repeated contacts.were not made, nor was -

© there,sufficient evidehce to support the assumption that these 1denti410axion9' A
‘reproselued anythlng more than¢stragg1ers or small groups. - .

T Toward the end of’ the period the 8th Btry, 58th IMB A:t“'Ullu was
1denuii’iec1 in the vieinity of Eill 113 {North of ABITAO), - -This unit made de=
tormincd resistance, -4lso in this same general.area remnants of the HOSHI

HEIDAK were contlnuing to ‘resist whenever contacted.

"e; Pescrvcs and other Forces Capable of Intervention.

At the close of the period no crganized enemy forces remalned in

tho®Division Scetor. However, 500-1000 Japs.in small groups remained in the

ABIJAQ-ACUBOB-MT CANGU’PO&—SULRA Areaoc ' Although. dispersed and decimated by our
coordinated attacks of 28 Jan - 2 Teb the remnants of these Jap forces were

reasonaolv well armed, well equipped and well fed.

S v”—" Lo "',“‘%- . )
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: A force of aeprox1mately 2000 survivors from the 16th and 26th
- Diys and rssoclated tnits were'assembled in the vicinity of MT WAGUANG SE of
PAIOMPOY, -These Japs were in pror eondi +10n, crlticallJ short of eouiomen% and

were aw~iting evacuation from L?YTE, "

7 2e dnemv Oberations During Periods b '

‘ a.” General Summarv° “Enemy oper&*ions durlng the period were. almost ,
entirely defensive in nature. = The Japs fought a desperate delaying action as—
tride the MATAGOB-PALOMPON RD from 25 Dec to 1 Jan, - Thercafter, scattered, wellw-
armed ,roups resisted stubboanlJ against oud forces which patrolleo and attacked
various localities NE of PALOMFON, The only cffensive efforts by this enemy.
consisted of an unsuccessful, batialica-strength sbttack on VILLABA, 15 Jan, and -
unsuccessiul company-strecgth 1y attack on ABIJAD 1 T~“e’n and 2 attacks (o731 our
motar convogs SW of MACAGVJ« : .

Ghrono Logical Sumnarv of Enemy, Opcrations ~ See Qperations Summary,

- .Seetion I,

ke

Ca eny Artlllerv Activ1tv:

) (1) The enemy used his artillery during the period 26 December
1944 - 5 January 1945, in much the same manner as in: previous- campalgns, Guns
Mwere uscd either singly or in pairs. The pieces usually were 31gnted dotm roads
Cfor dirveck fire and used as AT weapons. Neiﬁher salvo firc nor massed llre :
were employed, - . . R _ N B

C18) “Mcre ‘were 9 instances of Japanese Artillery fire falling into
areas where our patrols were operating and where our troops were attacking. Three
_of these 1nsoances'dd€urred in the VILLABA arca. Damage caused by Jap Arty was
neglizg Able and produced only a harassing effect,' 4 total of 39 arty pieces were
actually destroyed or captured by our troops, The lack of mobile transaortation

,necosslueuﬂd tae abandonment bv the Japs of thei: Artlllery pleces.

(8) Counter-battery fire by Amcrican arty’ was employed 5 timee.
In 3 1nstwnces the enemy guns were destroyed or neutralized., Tho results of
. the other two missions were unobse rved, however in both cases the zuns ceased fire,
:No instﬂncos of Jap counteerattery fire were rcportcd. ;1 L S fV“

\

L (4) Ty Artw]lery chart describing onemy artillery action is abpenw
ded aereuo. See pagee A &eadd,

S

d;tlEnemv Air ﬁ 211 V"t"°
(1) Only 11 dan oo”tlvs were flown over the Dlvision DGGUOI durlng
the period,._n.minor harQSblag effect waw acmeved°

,62) Chronolo ical Account of Ain,\etlvity

e

Date Place . Mo Planeg:f] Bombs - Strafed
26 Dec 44  PALOMDON B 9= To ,
14 Jan 45  Off- ABIJAQ B R - LR Ambracs

.;5:Jan 45 PALOMRON %1 1 4 Antracs

VILLABA

873
=t
o
I
=
fis
(o Ne]



te - ~ Place No Planes
17 Jan 45  PALOMPON S .
- 18 Jan 45  VILLABA 1 (u/i)'
19 Jan 45 . % 1 (u/i)
-~ 21 Jan 45  PALOMPON 1 (u/1)
22 Jan 45 a N 1 (usi) -
24 Jan 45 % - 1 (u/i)
27 Jan 45 TUBURAN R | o
29 Jan 45 PALOMPON Wl.(u/i){ .
es Enemy Tank Act1vit2: “None
Michllaneous'

— v, o

as Enemy casualtles including PWs-

‘Bbmbs v

cooooco0o0o

ported ¥illed by the Division during the period 26 December to 5 Februarys

losses including KIA and DOW were 107,
- was 1 to 6546,

of Amer1Cans to Japs was 1 to 37.

. Bighty

prlsoners were taken during the period 28 Dec-5 _eb

»The total for the entire oampaign vas 124e

S

: bé Dnemx K111ed°

'PERIOD - ZCB Ip_‘_f_ -
"Dec 26 8
21, 43
. 28 385
29 172
- 20 216
B 294
Jan 1 -8
2. 14
3 w5
4 0 .
. B 41
6 18
7 2
8 27
) 46
10 81 .
11 } ’01: ‘
12 - 50
13 . 354
14 211
15 372
16 . B0
17 17

v
HE)
e}

" REPORTED BY

-,306 Inf ' 307 Inf -V302"‘Eng r
X 44 6',. s
410 0
- . | 0
30 ' 5 -0
20 34- 0

1 3 o
2 1 -0
62 - .1 \ o
R 4 0
36 . R .10 _
44 .- 68 1
73 3 0
12 '8 0
3 29 0
56 o \88' : 0
9 ~ B9 Qo
1 97 -0
0 35 0
0 .16 0
0 : 31 o -
0 66 0
4 5 0
114 12 Q'

- 31-..

I
I
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We lost 519 men.
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A total of 7 016 eneny were re-

Cur.

The cumulative Division total of Japs killed during the entlre
Western DLeyte campaign (7 Dec = 5 Feb) was 19 ,557%.

~ The ratio of American dead to Jap Cead.

The ratio
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t Co Morale. The remaining Jap forces were disonganized isolquuc, ill-
‘equipped” ﬁno poorly-fed,  This was especially true of those Jap groups whieh -
.. crossed. froim eastern LE YTE to the west eoast area, A few small grovps which -
were landed on the west coast in Decomber were in better condition, ALL “the
- factors cavsative of low morale were presont, Interrogation of PW's during the
period- 1ndlcatcd that most of the Jap soldiers were bewildered and downhearteds
However, bell' Japanese, many of these” soldiers were stlll willing to Ll‘“t ‘to -
_thc deatn vhen cornered. . S . S

‘:l : d; Enemy Eauinment Cantured and DestrOVed'

: (l) (During this period.) The enemy retreated away from his. ,

. supply bases, Heé was without transport and lacked sufficient individual woapons‘

. and eguipment, Therefore relatively small amounts of material were available to
be captured DJ our forccs. ‘ : o ’ o o .

(2) A classified list of materlal captured durinb uhc oerlod and
durla; the whole campaign follows?

Period— : Totalul‘
S : 26 Dec—s Ebb ~21 Oct~5_Fcb
Aviation , - L ‘ S
- Single motor seaplane B e 0 1
;:Pmracaute ' S c ' ' 0 -1
Drums aviation gasollne 0 800
Bomb fuses 0 100
50077‘ Boubs 0 500

Chemical Varfare : ~ . v e : .
Boxes type 94 smoke candles L el 0 6

- -me
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fen
Je
IQ
tisd
3

!
’

. TETEE , p(’oa. Total-
' ' ' 25 Jec—S Feb 21 Oct-5 Feh

Charical Warfare (con: f;_’_éz)

Gas mask repair kit : 0 1
Cases type S'decontamlnﬂtlng agent 0 15
Horse gas inasks : 0o . 12 .
Cases type 95 decontwmlnatlng agent 0 20
Enzineer : .
-Tons high ugplosives {picric acid, bla »ng powder,v' '
dynamite) : 0 8
Tons nines (AmmMagnn,Jﬂ\ o} 2
Water distillation sots mounted on trucks .0 3
Sacks . coment : ' 0 1000
Water purification sobs 0 - B
Poyer concrete mixer 0 1
Blanket charges 0. 2
Lunge mines ' 2 5
An westinated number of fect of manila rope. ’
Ordnance :
(2 .@@t’mﬁion’ -
Tons o 15cm semifix 0 i
"' Tong - 105mm 0 80
Tons - 75mn AA , o o . 28~
Rds -~ 81lmn mortar : : 0 5400-
.~ Rds - 3V v ’ ' 0 300
 Toris - 25mm A4 0 5
Tons - small arms ammo y 15 285
Tons - Porcelain gronades 0 B
-Cases - Fragmentary grenades - 0 200
. Tons =~ lO5mm semifix , 0 15
. Tons - 75mm HE AP 3 ™
Ris ~ 75mm ammo 75 . .75
Rds - 8lmm air barrage rockets [} 300 -
Tons - 37mm EE AP 0 10
. Rds — 70mn amm : _ , 30 30
Tons - R25ma HI AP _ ’ 4 v 0 20
Coses~ Knee mortar o 0 - %00
15" Aerial Torpedos . 0 2
Boxes Dyaamite 350 350

7% - Prima cord ‘ 10000 ~ 10000 -
An unestimoted number of rds of arsy ammo
An wnestimated number of safoty ;oitEes '
(2) Vehicles | ‘
Amphibious tanks

Staff Car

Trucks

Mediun tanks

Tarikette 7

Scout car

Roadrollers

Tractors .

Arty caissons
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(2) Venlcles (cont'd)
Carts - : o
Full trﬁa, oersonnel_carrlers
Mo»orcycle '

. Bulldozer

' Ordnanue repair shops on trks

-~ 4Arty caissons w/31gnal equipnent

~ heel bﬁrrows :

DMWOOOO A -
}'ANK'”HHC\);:‘_\

(3) Yeanons
150m sun
. 155mm gun
., 10Bmny How -
75nn How - : , S ce :
 70m gung T o o1
70 or 75mm guns ‘ ' ' :
75min pung
Cdrty zun (type not reported)
“37mm AT Gun : ‘
47 AT Gun :\’
571011 .A.T Gun ey
%MAA%MJ’
\Wmmms
'Zmpﬂpm$” 
Knee Dortars, '
LiGs -
IMGs (czechoslovaklan nanufacture)
3L Cal A liGs -~ double drum feed
701 Dual purpose guns.
20 MGs - - '
32 Cal duto wpn 12m barrel : oD
HilGs - ’ '
HMG (U.S.‘ moo.el)
Slmm mortars
- 751 .LL..
3"~uas
%mﬁA@m]
4" mortars
British Lewls Gun
50rm mortars S ,
Rifles -~ : : N ' ’ : ‘ L
Machine lele ’ o ‘ '

Qggrtermaster; .

Packsaddles

Tong - Horseshoes ™

Tons - Rations y
*  Bolts - Cotton eloth
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- Signal:
" Portshle radlos C
Snﬁll radio receivers w/transnltter and Power packs
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Signal (contld)

Medium transnitters 0 2 W
Switchboards 0 2 -
Battery charger 0 1 3
#120 Batteries ‘ 0 2 .
Smell Jan switchboard - 8 droos - grd return 0 1 g
Seml Portable Radios 0 2 .,j
Large transimitters w/dynomoter and ancbnnas g
tuning unit ~ 0 1 &
Telephones 0 6 .
Lar e radios 0 3. 5
Truck radlo 1 1 X
Miscellaneouss
Range finder 0 5
Barges ol 53
Iiex;ole landing craft 0 1
Supply parachube w/wicker baskets attached fllled )
with food 0 5
Gas (fuel, gas and oil) 2600 2600
Carrier pigeons . - 0 50 _
Jap Flametirower 1 1 ’
Blnoculars 0 1
Schooner, 2-mast, 80! long 0 1
Helght inaef 0 1
Large lifeboat 1 1l
Telescope 1 1

‘ ‘ (4) Captured material.was cvacuatod by road ta the anmpmoa Bony ‘ ;
Matcriul Durp ab VALEmGIA and by boat from PALOMPON to the Corps Dump at ORNOC. "

(5) Ammmition of all tywes was collected at various points along
the route of the Division advance under the supervision of the Bonb Disposal
Officer, JAmmunition that could be used.was sent to our capturod naterial dump
and the remainder was destroyed by demolition,

(6) A motor pool for captured Jap trucks was operatea under the
supervision of the Ordnancé Company. . Here Jap trucks were repaired and put
into operation and 1ssued to vavlous ornanlzatlons needing transportations

(7) Captured naterlel that was taken in forward areas was pladéd
mnder guard by the capturing wnit until the materiel could either be eVacuated
or destroyed, . o . o . "

es - Reconnaissance; Durlng the mopuup phasc ‘of the LEYTE 0qnpa1en eX~
tensive combat patrolling was. employed to locate and dustroy remnonts of Jap
forces renainlng in the division sector. In addition to acconpllsh1n~ combat
nissiong these patrols obtalned 1ntelllgence.

Patrols from infantry reglments and the 77 Reconna1s3ance Troop
operating B and W of Huwy 2 near thé southern boundary of the division were con-
stantly on tie alert to locate Jap groups which attempted to move from.tle Lake
Danao area to the W coast. These patrols were accompanied’ by arty observers
who directed fire on any conCGntratlons encountered.
s‘gRET



L ; The area B of Hwy 2 from the LIBUFGAO RJ to MT PINA was nﬁurolled
‘extensive to intercept any Japs atterptlng to move W thru the valley or H
from- the nllls. Howevcr fcw contacts were made 1n this area.

On the W coast patrols operated S of PALOMPOV to RIZAL ané S
. PEDRQ and ¥ of PALOMPON to TUBURAN and ABIJAO, E“ements of the division at
VILL,jd.patrolled N to SlemD and S to BLLITI and QEIOBOC PT. ‘

o Prlor to the flnal attack through the BUTNGAwSULPApAGOBQS area a
guerrilla patrol was sent from MATAGOB to SULPA to reconnoiter trails for the
noves:eint o*.oroops and for information of Jap concentrations. The information
_obteined by these guerrillas was. valuable to our forcess American patrols re-
connoitersd tie area B and S of VILLABA and B of BaDLITI ‘to- SULPA.prlor to the,
moverent of our. troops through tnis arcae

- “Ground ruconnalssance was supplemented by contlnuous daylight
" aerinl observation from artillery liaison planes.  These observcrs located and
direcueu fire upon nunorous groups of Japs.- L ‘ . :

' f Use of Guerrllla Forces'~”'

(1) Durlnb the periocd the attachment to the Division of unlts of
‘the 95th Infonbry (PA) .commanded by Major NAZARINO was augmented on 26 December b;
by the atbtodient of the AiEn Later the entire regiment came under Division
- Control, These guerrillasforces were faniliar with the terrain in the D1v151on
sector, had valuable contacts with the civilian populatlon and had an escﬁb—
liSuOO net of 1nte111gence operatives. \ :

! (2) Coordination and operatlon of nuerrlllas were supervised by
the 4, C, of G-3. However on intelligence matters' the guerrlllw intellie-
gence officers worked dircetly with regimental S<2's and A, C. of S., G-2.

Close lisison was maintained between Division headquarters and the 96 th Inf
headguarters as well as between our re&lnental headquarters and their ntoﬂched
guerrilla battalions. Ig Delfin Aguilos, Regtl $~2, 96th Inf, members of the

- Regtl intelligence sectlon and operatlves throughout the sector prov1dcd alnoot
daily ¢eworts on: encmy cct1v1tles.,'

(3) The 77th Division nade every effort to enploy the 'UCrillla :
forces e¢r1c1ently by . o

: (a) Prov1d1nb transportatlon to facllltate the «ssenblj of
» widely ole)ersad guerrlllm units, i
: (b) Assi~nin missions best suited to their training, ox-
perience ond equipment, S ' '
) : : { ]
(c) Furnlshlng weapons both Japanese and Amorlcan ond
limited, quantities of ratlons as avwilable. : -
*) The uses to- whlch guerrllla forces were put included the
accomplishient OL the following missions: : '

‘.(a)v Intelligence_Missions: ' , o o

-  ~37.;»“,:1
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(D) To o“ota.ingi’i';fomati'on of the cneny.

e

, L C (_) o glVO o btf¢n rellnblo in formabvop of terrain,
“roads, beaches, and rivers. To verlfv or reoort errOrs in our 1/60 OOO ap,

¢

(_) To roporﬁ the,loc_tion of grouns of Flllulno civi-
11aps held. cnotlve by'Japs.: e v

<

(4) Mo aselst CIC ln verifying the loyalty of clvillwns
report pro«Jmp civ111ans, and disarm c1villar rersonnel not authorized to carry'

weapons.
(b) Operational Miss:ons"v'

( ) ;1o'servd as guldeS'for and_members of, vpatrols;

\n) To act as 1rterproters between Americans and civili~A
ans WLO did not understaqd Eﬁ lmsn._ , o Ca

s

(_) ‘To guard bridges along Hey #2 and. the PM IPOH RD.

. AR (é) To set ambushes and protect the flanks of the D1v1szon
059901a11y N of ORMOC where they protected the left flank of the Division during.
the eénvelopment’ of VALENCIA and LIBUNGAO., ILater they secured the bridges along
the PALOMPON :RD . in preparation for our advance., The guerrilla activitics re-
stricted enemy moyement at night. : ‘

. (8) On several occasions- gucrrllla offlccrq who knew the
loca uions of concentratlons of Jqps were. flown in cub planes to adjust- wrtlllery
fire on the tvrgets.

(8) . To warn 01v1liﬁns and initiate their evgcugtlon from
areas wnlcn were, to be subJeeted to arrlllery or a1r bombardment.

_ . _) To asszst in the collectlon and return of nllltmry
equionent. vhldp civilians had picked up~in combat a reas. Coe

. ] . . - .
R _) To initinte and supervise preparation and movément of
alr mo teriqls to points along the PAAOMPON RD uhere these would be
1' : . :

rrival of our troops.

- bridre'ruy
needed on

>

e

(9) To aid in controlllp ‘the movements of c1v111qns 80
as to 3rGVﬁnt thom fronm 1np011nv n1]1t Ty movencntse

(5) In thc accomolls hment of intelligence ﬂlSSlqns the guerrilla
forceS‘ﬂrov1ded substantial quantities of information of the enony, terrain, :
- roads, L;alls beaches .and civilian concentrat:ons. Because of inaccuracics
. and om1ss10ns on.the 1/50 000 mens it was an asset to this Division to have
innedlﬁtoly available guerrilla officers fanilinr w1th the gcomraphy of the
region. The 1ntolllgence reported by the guerrillias from their own obscrvations
was procise and accurate. Their frechand sketches were 1nformat1ve and cxcellent,
However, as. the guerrillas themselves were careful to state, the VLenv 1nforna-
- tion gleoncd bJ civilians and. reported through puorr111a canvacl though generally
accuratc og.to subJoct tended to bevague as to’ LXcCu locatlons anc. ‘times and
conSdermslv exaggcrated as. to number of Japs. :
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(o) In the. qccomplishnent of operatlon missions the guerrilla
forces oroved cooperative and courageous. They relieved our assault troops of -
certain patrol and guard nissions thus reducing the number of highly trained
combat soldisrs which had to be devoted to ‘such missions. Flnally, they kllled
Jap strnr zlers and small groups and hlndered the enemJ's nlght act1v1ty.

o (7)- A.falr evaluatlon of the a931stance furnished by ¢ LGr;llla '
forces to the 77th Division during this cwnpalgn would be that they willingly
accouplished the missions outlined above, and in so doing served equally, sad
side by ‘eide with U, S, troops. Their cooperatlon shortened the cc r@ﬁifm.nnd
lesscned the auount of sweat and blood whlch had to be expended.

o g. szchologlcwl qufare.,
(l) £yprox1nately 18 ,000 Surrender leaflets were dlstrlbu ed

.~ fron ortillery liaison planes over arews known to be occupled by groups of eneny.

Of these leaflets 7000 were prepared by Division language specinlists. These
leaflets were. "tailored™ to fit the area and tactical situation in which their

‘use. wos )1&Jﬂud.- A few prisoners surrendered with leaflets and the majority of
- the prisoners token had read and been affected to some extent by the message thus

conveyele an* Jap dead werc found to have leaflets in their pocketss These
results plus the intengible effect upon the morale of all -the prwnese coused

by the dissenination of tbls literqture 1ndlcate that the use of leailets wws of

" value to our forces. Sy

: GuorrlJTﬂs ond’ adjacent CIC detachnents-”tactlcal information %nd coqtrols. .Thesef

(2) On Deconber 28th sevor~1 agpeals for surrender were ‘nnde over
publlc address system near Jap positions SW of MATAGOB. o Japs surrendered at
that tine, The effoct on the enenmy of the Broadcasts could not be détermined.

o

he G;O Apt;vities:

, (1) Missions: After organized resistance had ceascd on ‘the island.
of LEYTE, and ‘throughout the entire period durln which this division was engaged
in rwoapin0 up operations, the CIC detachment continued its mission in the forward
arcas., These nissions included the establishnent nnd operation of two field
offices * (VALINCIA & PATOMPON) ; - the supervision of military securityy arca
securliy;y sccurity controls: lialson with Provost Marshall, Civil Affairs, .

» ni331ohs will be treated under s»parate headlng.

) (2) Eélltarv,Securltv. No violations of AR 380-5 werc rCPOfted

or noted, by this detachuent., Allorganizations cooperated fully with intelligence

by rcnortln innediately any suspicious civillans and incldonts. MO . eases Of

sabot e or'esgionage were enoountered. e - o : - .
Te (3) éggg_§ggg;g§x Durlng the period arca searc. was conducted

in V,Lu,CIA LEYTE th the f g1
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nearbvy hills, steps were lnﬂealﬁcogy takeq for its disposal. 2600 '~llons of
Japanese Iuej was located a few hundred yards from the dynamitee - Search of all
the nipa shacks and dwellings in this same area resulted in the location of

additionnl boxes of dynanites The civilians who werc in posscu51on of this dyna—.‘

nite explained, "We thought it’ was; soap".‘~”hey had no” prina’ cord or safety fuses
in tlplr'OJSSbSSIOn. - =

2 s (4) Spcurltv Controls: From its office in PALOMPON dcuachnen%
prov1aed consal and port securlty for tne wcster1 coast of L“YTB 1ﬂbo con-
~'trols, and evacueo controls. :

~ (a) To prevent - 1nfiltratlon by tne eneny. in the mall fishing
‘ cruft thxn ply in and about the coastal waters, municipal officials were ziven the
respoa51011an for the registration of all ¢1sh1nb crafto“ Fishing eraft pemmits
- were issued by the Mayor, with a linit of 10 permits a day. 4 local p031ceman
was placed on coastal patrol registering the departure and return of boats fronm
‘their fishing ventures. No person without a permit was allowed to leave the
-shore, Sailboats and other craft from outside islands not oceupied by our forces
were beached nnd the crew and passengers were detained at CIC hosdguarters for
intcrro;nuloq obsorvqtlon and restrlctior to the 1mmed1ate ATCO. :

(v To prevcnt thé employment of former pro-JnJ collaborators
by th litary, a laborer's pass system was instituted, 3Bach capataz (1abor
forena ﬂ) rceormended by civil affairs was investigated and in turn rcquired to
subnit the nanes of all laborers under him, These names were then processed
through 21l existing "dlacik-lists”. In all, fifteen hundred laborers were pro-
cessed by this detachment, :

R (c) To gvcvcnt cv1°uecs fron boconlng a- hzndranco to the
Yactical.situation, no civilians wore permitted to lcave their rcsoectlve'bnrrios’
and hun1c1pa11t1cs unless mcoompunled by an’dncrieal- ‘patrols ~Mayors cnd munie
'cip,l oiflcials were requirecd to reglster all civilians’in their arens and by
worklng thru PCAU and this agency they set up evacuation control by means of
water trmnsportqtioni -In this way ci*lllans were’ precluded.: fron cubtting thru
our defensc oerlnctors. : - "
(5) L_n ,on, Constant ’1alson was naintained with Provost qushal,
Adjocent CIC depachments, Guorrilla forces and PCAU #14 and 17 throughout the
period, These- agencies wonked tOthhbr in e;voctlng and cnforclng the ,bOVD
sccurity. oontrols, Lo e - . R . S

-

e '\"' .
Got

chtical 1nfornation qLd controls‘:‘

.

“

) S (a) Durin tho perlod gubrrilla opcratlves vorklnb out of
this debachuent -killed 35. Jqpanese and .captured 2 prisoners, dOCunents identi-
ficotions end prisoncrs fumed over to G-2 langun 56 - scctlon. Cgpturq& weapons |
turﬂod over to cmpturcd matcrlel dump. -; R :

: ~(p)  On 20 Jaruary, detacanent's CP wns brought wder fire
by o zroup. of Jaoanose ostimated at 100,: Aﬂents of this detachnent doployed to
the rear of the CP and opencd fire on. the Japanose. The fire flgnt that ensued .
lasted : povotzlwtely one hour durlng w%icb we rccelvod automatlc tnd rlfle fire,

EEE
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‘Thi]'.'bV—Ou.\, Japanese wore killed and tne renainder excaped to the wes’c. Méchine
guns, knee umortars and documents recovered and turned over to G-2 lang guage section
and eneiy :nteriel, dunp., Onc Jap prisoner was taken and turned. over to &.2. .

o _ (e) Durlnb the period agcnts of this. detachncnt ﬂeconnanled
PT boat and native banea patrols along the coast of LEYTE and were also on recone
“nalssonce to outside islands still dominated by the Japanese. . Much tactical
inforaation. on troop disposition and armament pertaining to these islonds was
obtained thru native and guerrilla interrogation. Informaht nets wes =0 established
on these iglands and werc uséd to thwart the enemy - in any. poss1‘blc contom_olwted
COUAEOﬁblaﬂuln &8 agalnst tho island of LEYTE, : ,

(7) Counterlntellzgonco Infornation- The mssion of investig ating,
clearing rndf/or interning Pro-Japancse collabora .tors on the island was continued,
Appro wbely 100 collaborators were apprchendeds most of these were cleared
by ‘inviéstigation but 10 wore interncd and will stand trial by the Phllrop:.ne e
- Comnenwenl t‘w Government for their collaboration with the Japmoso ancl for t‘qe o
atrocities cormitted by thcm against the Fillplnos. - ‘

i; Pu.bllc Relations Activit:.es'

(1) Durlng thls perlod nows roleascs for publlca.tlon in hone- ’cown
newspa; JeI‘S wore handled exton51vely. A1l naterial 'was forwarded through S-2 '
chennels to the Division PRO, Emphasis was placed on awards, citations, promo-
tlons and hu.lm 1ntercst stories, Many of the rcleases were acconpmlecl by
pictures, A number of magazine articles were prepared and forwarded throush
© GHQ, Public Relations, to vmrlous Mlllta.rv Jourvnls. New rele ases are brokL,n
- down as followss. . : .

Awards- S
~ Silver Star . 11 )

Bronze Star " 246
Purple Heart = . 6
Combat Inf Badge = 52.3 :

Promotions 28

Featurc materiale
Newspopers . - 117
Magrzines = B

: Total 460 o o .
=Pho.tos ‘to ccompany honetown stones o 59. SRR
(2) Tho Public Rolations background. mterlal on t1e D:LVls:Lon, ‘
for use by civ111an correspondents and h:.sher headquarters was broug 11: up to
datc, :
\ (3) The Dlva.sion history was org'mized and work. begun on bringlng
it up to dates GoE

[

dy ”‘“wy CAPABILITIES:

ae (1) Remain in the hills of. wéstern LEYTE and avoid coabgt'when
possible, but defend when fixed. L o

(2) Employ small forces to harass our supply lines un.d rear
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(3) EVﬁcuate troops fron tho'NW cowst of LEVTE to CEBU or other
iSch‘ s i.fl 'b‘?.e VISAYJXS. , ‘.:\ ., 3 e .

: ' (49 Move reinforcenents fron CEBU ox other 1slands in the VISAXAS
to BW LEY’u - e

b., Relatlve Probablli ties:

A ’(l) This combined w1tn the hope of ﬁoss1ble'evacu ation is on ins
evitable consequence,  That the’ ronnanﬁs of the cnemy forces on LEYTE could ever
assgible -cnough troops and equ1pnont to become an’ ;offensive threat is crﬁremely
wlikely: " They can, however, withdraw to the NW hllls live off the lﬁpd organe
ize pos1t10us around likely ports ‘of evacuation and. defbnd to the last, In _
desperation the Japs have unployed these tactlcs on every Paclfic islm;é our
foroes hwve‘ua&eaav :

(2) Mis is a dezin¢te capabllltv inder any clrcumstznce ond at
cany tine, Host Jap troops scen nasters at infiltration tactics, At this stage,
their forning in search of food and supplies, their patrolling to contact other.
friendly rorces combined with o ever nresent desire for agare351ve actlon make
this » dhilﬂlte ‘capahility. Our extended supply ‘lines are- now. ‘especially VU1-
nerable %o this type 01vnctwon as recent events have provcn. Blocking ond nining
roals, blouin~ bridges, szmohg:’ins.j artillery suns and liaison planes, - destroying
supply. inscnllntlons and raldinb h03p1twl areas ar@ ‘the most llkeTy DlSSlOﬂS of

hars s31n; narties. : :

A (3) It is known that hth rankin offlcers and small nunbers of
troops were evacuated, by sailboat to CEBU, There WETre numerous indications from
PW's ~nd documents that' the- rermants of the 16th and 26th div131cns s pccued to
be evacuated from a point 7-Kns S of: PALOfPOH by Jap warships about 1l F Qrunry
1945, However, the acgtivities of our ground troops in MW L“Viu and the control

. exerted in mnd over. tbe CAMOTES SEA by our naval unzts and air 1“orc:;es render cxe
“trenely hazardoug any lange. semlc evacuntion, The. encﬁy oannot ﬂfLQrd to rlsk
- anything l°r56T than. snall eraft and sailbowts in thls attotPt.; ' : S

E (4) Tho eneny ¢an not supply hls forces now on LﬁYTE here is
little llkglihood,taat relnforceﬂent w1ll be sent to an island’ wnlcn is7 dexlnlte-
ly 103u to tbem» ’

L

ey Dlscussion' It was the stated intention of the Jmpqnesc high command
to nmLo IEYTE the decisive campaign for the PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, '‘This was conw
firmed by subscquent operations, . The Japanese expended nen,  material and shipe
ping lavishly but to no avails ' Therc remain on LEYTE perhaps 3,000 harried sure
vivors incapable of larsge scale cffen51va uctlon and deniéd. elthcr reinforcenents
or cpporbunity for evacuations ’ , R

¥ . ’ B . . . B
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Gl SUMAARY -
26 Dec '44 - 5 Feb 145
Le Qe VRations' Twrouﬁhout thle perlod a conbinatxon of B & G rwt;ons
was issued; Fresh meat was available occasionally, as was fresh butto Treshly
baked Tread was ~vailable at all times. o cgvs-wcre rccelvod Torkey was
served %o ﬂll troops on Christnas ond Mew Year's Day, C

2. IVACUATION |
E (6) Total cvacuations during period 26 Dec '44 to 5 Feb '45:

Discases
Injury
Battle Casualtmes
e, KIA  WIA MIA Tptal
Off 3 10 0 . 13
W.0. X 0 0 1
B.M,. 77 243 2 '+ 322
v 2 336

81 253
:b.  Burials

(1) TFuneral sorvices werc held daily at the cemctorics wider the
stpervision of the Division Chaplain, Prayers were said over cach grave 1a
full keenln. with the solennlty and dmgnity of the occasion. ~

(2) Beautification pro;octs of the Divisioh cemeteries at IPIL,:
CAMP DOWEDS, and VALENCIA were ncarly completed, All crosses are in places |
Walks have prn completed, and Division monuments placed in each conctery,
Flagpoles have been erected in each eenctery. Temporary arrangements werc made
with PCAU *‘@.”or the upkeep of the cemeterics after the Div1gion moved to

another areas

" (3) An impressive ceremony of dcdlcqtion was held on 26 Jan '45
. at thé TaLirCIA cemetery.

. Ce Prisoners of War: 73 of the enemy wére ‘taken prisdnur Couring this
pericd. They were confined in POW stockade at ORMOC under suporv131on of Dlvi-
sion Provost Marshal. Evacuation was  through normal channels.

3, TRAFFIC e - | o
e _Gontrol:

: (1) Traffic control posts were cstablished betwéon VAIECIA and
TABNAﬁO_n for the movgnbnt of the D1v1sion Jnto rehabilltatlon areas

4, Oni tied,
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ae . Durlng the curly part of this, p\,r:x.od stra. ler posts were m:m- o

o t,ln\.d in ORMOC, No stragcrlers were apprehcnd\,d..

Dee Surplus bagﬁage' Baggwe was cut dowm cons:.derc oly by ellmlnatlon
of individual duffle bags and by reduction of off‘ icers allowance to one piece of
hand lugg 2.ge (V'\.loo.ck or dufflo bag). , .

i

ce Mail »

(l) Ma:Ll dellverles, both 1ncomng and ou'bgo:mg, were . "nade with
3rd Postal Regulatlno Station, AP0 T2, at SAN JOAQUIN, ' An average outgoing

. shiipment consmted of eight .pouches of Air-Mail and V-Mail and f:Lf tecn sacks of

parccl oste During this perlod 12387 money orders were sold, ’chelr va 1ue be~-
1ng a,pé ,277. 7h2 money. orders were Dald, valued ot $2680L.,

(2) Christmas packages were received in ‘large nu‘nbers, a lerge

’ portlon of Wthh wore completely or par’clally ruined by water or hm'b.

da Snolter_ ‘
o The D:Lv:.olon rear echelon, absent 81nc° 5 July ')4).1, rc,,]oz.n\,d 27 Jdar
L;S s brlnglng with them the Division's heavy tentage, This, togcther with new

: 'canv'ws wa.s utlllzcd 25 shelter for Division: rehabilitation arca. . 411 men arc - -

now living in pyram.dal or sguad tentse. The supply of cots is amplce Kitchens'

- are scrcened, c.«nd Ain many’ cas~,s wallcd lc_,tI‘ll’lG screens are 1n place ) and . showmx'
1nstalled in all arcc.s. - : _ : . A

A e. Strength RcturnS' ~ Da:v.ly casu.“lty and strength rvports were render- :

‘ed to this headquc"rtors by all organizations, organic and attached, . Thesc rc-

‘- ports were trensmitted in abbreviated form through the use of symbols by radio

and telephone, This procedure cxpedited submission of these reports and has .
proven very satlsfactory. Thesc reports were consolidated and submitted to

- XXIV Corps dailye . 4 weekly periodic G-1 report ‘for-cach T day period. dumng the

campaign s . subm.med to XXIV- Corps.
o f. chlac\,mcnts., oo . o | e .

: (L) Rleven ‘of ficers. (11) and six. hundrud 51xty—s:Lx (666) enlistec
ropluccman ts were received during the period. covered by this reporte The orms

20 of M were received in advance of soldicrs, and assignments werc made by the

-~ Division Classification Officer. Men were p:x.ckgd up at. hr,h Repla cenent Depot

) ‘,}"',’_gnd\tr nsported dlroctly to reglmonts.

(2) *in Additional fourteen (1h) 01flcers and six hundred ’bh:LI"G}- -

" seven (637) cnlisted men have been assigned to the Division, but have not
- joined o fhen all assigned have Jo:Lm ‘?3 the Division will be short one hundred.

j Sley—flVO (165) offlcers and tvro hunc;red seven by-i‘:l.ve (275) enl:.stcd mene

6’. msmmwous

e quralc,. As nc JlVloiOl’l e*'xters o p«,r:\.od of rohg.bllltaumn oart1~

. Acula.r attention is oclnsr oa;.d to maintaining -the high morale which mrmed the
“Division through the J.u..YTE operation, ; Decorations werc being proccssed ropidl -
"The Cormending Gcncn 1, assistant Division Co:mnd°r, and 211 generel and” spec
ial steff officers. are moking frequent. visits to orgenizations checking en fooo

clothing, shelter, showors :and all other i tens affe ctlno moralc, Two Red Crov

Canteéns arc estoblished end two morc arc :m proc\,ss. ~These arc .operated by .ic



‘Cross girl workers and supply coffee, cookies, candy, gum, cigarettes, mage~
zines, books, writing material, and playlng cards. Pianos, ping-pong tables,
and vietrolcs with an ample supply of records are available, Mail is broken
down as soon as received and is promptly dispatched to units, All men are,
"off the grownd", and living in pyramidal or squad tents. - Special Service _
Officers .are nctive in supplying athletic equipment and entertainment. Moving -
plctures are shown nightly in eight different areas, Two stagc shows have been
furnished by XXIV -Corps, and arc playing all arcas in turn.. Chapels and iess
halls have heen built, and cvery day secs an added improvement in the arca.
Occan beaches are adjacent to all unit camps and all personnel arc cuncoursged

to swin. S : v ‘

bs Civil Affairs: PCAU #14 & 17 wero active in re—establishing civi-
lian 1ifc and aectivities. Hospitals were opened for the care of the native
population, Stores were opencd in PALOMPON, MATAGOB, SANTA ROSARIO, and VALEN-
CIA, but zreat difficulty was encountered in sceuring sufficient supnlics.
Lacking thesc, black market conditions arose, but the situation improved rapide
1y by the end of the period of this report. In attempting to resupply PCAU
~stores.in PALOMPON and MATAGOB, the CO of PCAU #17, a Colonel and four onlisted
men were killed when their convoy was ambushed, On 5 Feb Y45, PCAU 14 & 17
were released from attachment to Division and control reverted to X Corps,

cy Hoalth and Senitation: .
(1)  active moasurds were taken to enforee sanitary rezulations
in all bivovac arcas regardless of how temporary the area might have becn,
s. . s 3 N K3 / . ) -
 (2) Skin discasc is common with troops operating in rice paddiecs,
and carciul supervision is required by medical personnel to prevent thc sproad

of this diseasc, Exposurc to sunshine, use of showers, and swimming has cone
mueh to roduce numbers of skin discases, :

. (8) 3Bivouac drdas were drained and all stagnant water was elimi-
nated, High grass was ecut, and Jap diesel 0il 'sprayed freely oan favorite brood-
~ ing places for mosquitocs, Roads and walks were constructod, '

(4) 3Box latrines havé been provided for all units,

(5) . Instructions were issued prohibiting personnel'frbm bathing,
wadlng, etc in open strecams to prevent schistosomiasisg,. ' :

(8) A1) drinking water ie treated.

(7) An iﬁdividuai cating utensils are sterilized before cach meal
and clcansed in the preserided manner, : : ' _

.
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‘ © DISTRIBUTION

The Adjutant General of the Army
(Thru USAFPOA, AGF; with all
supporting documents)

CPD, WDGS '

Q- '

G, USAFFE

0B, AGF

CG, TOA

CINCPAC

CINCPOA

CG, Bighth Army
CG Sixth Army
CG Tenth Amy
Gen Dumas (c/o Tenth Army)
CG, XXIV Corps
w X Corps .
CG 7th Inf Div
GG 96th Inf Div

TG 78.3 c/o FPO, San Francisco,

Command & General Staff School

ANSCol

Infantry School 4
Field artillery School

CG, 77th Infantry Division

' ADG

c/s.
G-l
Gm2
03
04

Hq Special Troops
77 Ren Troop

77 Signal Co
Division Artillery
304 FA Bn ‘

305 FA Bn

306 FA Bn

902 FA Bn

%02 Med Bn

302 Engr Bn

233 Engr En

242 Engr Bn

7th AAA Bn . '
Co A, 776 Amtank Bn
Co- A 88 Cnl 3n
706 Tank Bn

305 Infantry

306 Infantry

307 Infantry :

77 MP Flaloon

392 JASCO ‘ : '

Calif.
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