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The following is the introduction by MG A.V. Arnold: This is a
report on the part played by the 7" Infantry Division in the
Leyte Operation.

In the following pages are described the planning and
execution, the successes and mistakes and finally the price
which was paid.

In preparing a factual report, we are prone to describe each
operation in terms of battalions and batteries, yards gained or
prisoners taken. To do so ignores the vital factor of morale.
Perhaps morale is not susceptible to measurement in
mathematical terms but is very adequately evidenced by the
splendid courage of our Soldiers which played a major part in
every success.

To judge how well the 7™ Division carried out its mission in the
Leyte Campaign will require a perspective which only time can
supply. Nevertheless, there are many valuable lessons which
can best be derived by an analysis of recent experiences, while
they are still fresh. These lessons have been included in this
report in order that advantage may be taken of them in
coming operations.
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INTRODUCTION

This is a report of the part played by the Tth Infantry
Division in the Leyte Operation, . Co

In the following pages are'described the planning‘and
execution, the successes and mistakes, and finally the price
which was paid, ;

In preparing a factual report, we are prone to
describe each operation in terms of battalions and batteries,
yards gained or prisoners taken, To do so ignores the vital
factor of morale, Perhaps morale is not susceptible to
measurement in mathematical terms, but is very adequately
evidenced by the splendid courage of our soldiers which
Played a major part in every success.

To judge how well the Tth Division carried out its
mission in the Leyte Campaign will require a perspective which
only time can supply. Nevertheless, there are many valuable
lessons which can best be derived by an analysis of recent
experiences, while they are still fresh, These lessons have
been included in this report in order that advantage may be
taken of them in coming operations,

| Cif/(’ (“:Cj/zi;ll YU Cﬁ./

A. V. ARNOID
Major General, U.S.A.
Commanding
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In early August 194k, the 7th Infantry Division was assigned
the mission of assaulting and capturing Yap Island as a-part of the
- Stalemate IT Operation. During the period 15 August to 11 September
19UL, plans and training were directed to this end. Supplies and:
loading, particularly in the matter of transportation were planned
for operations on a very small land mass with short supply routes.:
Combat training conducted on the Island of Oahu, T.H. emphasized
~tactics in tropical mountain terrain, cane fields, and swamp areas, -
and the establisiment of a beachhead in assault amphibious landing, ‘
Combat problems ranging in size from squad to regimental combat team,
and extending over periods of from one to three days, were laid out
and units rotated through combat courses in order that all personnel
would benefit by training in all types of terrain involved. Particular
stress was 13id on the development of tank-infantry team tactics in
order that the maximum advantage might be gained from the coordinated
activity of these arms. The utilization of an amphibian tank battalion
as an integral part of Division Artillery was envisaged to provide
immediate overhead fire support to assault infantry during the period
from Jig Hour to the landing and registration of organic Division -
~Artillery Units. To this end, the 776th Amphibian Tank Battalion,
assisted by Division Artillery instructors underwent a course of
intensive training in conduct of indirect firing and the massing of
fire, controlled by Artillery Forward Observers, Division Artillery
radio and wire nets were so modified as to make this, activity possible. ‘

Supply by air drop to isolated infantry units was practiced in
the rugged mountainous terrain of Kaena Point. Replacements who had.
not experienced operations at either Attu or Kwajalein were given '
special training at the Waianae Amphibious Training Center. All
personnel of the Division completed an intensive course of training
at the POA Unit Jungle Training Center. ’ ’

A full dress practice landing was made on Beaches of the Island. -
of Maui, T.H, The transfer of troops from APA's to LST's and thence
to landing craft was conducted in accordance with .plans developed and .
coordinated by the 7th Infantry Division and CINCPOA staff representa-
tives. An assault beachhead was established against opposition by
- similated enemy forces, radio-controlled by umpire teams, Assault
elements of the Division, spearheaded by amphibian tanks, seized beaches
laid to the scale of the proposed target, established themselves ashore
in tactical dispositions, and pushed rapidly inland, Naval gunfire
and air support were in accordance with the plan for the operation,
except that ammunition was not fired. :

. _The Division was mounted in Oahu by the Commanding General,
Central Pacific Base Command., Palletization of selected supplies was
undertaken in order to improve the ease and efficiency of handling,
Approximately 4,000 sleds, averaging forty per cent of all gupplies
were loaded., Palletizing was accomplished by Division and gttached
Engineer Troops at Fort Kamehameha, T.H. under the gupervision of . the
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Division Engineer4 A unique feature was the assembly'llne designed and
used, capable of an output of up to 200 sled loads per eight hours.
Preparatlon of all supplmes and equipment had to be accompllshed in

the final two Weeks prior to shlp loadlng. : :

A spec1a1 cargo reculatlng sectlon of 6 offlcers and 12 enllsted
men, including supply service representatives under the superv151on of
G-L, directed the movement of all Division carge to the piers. 14,000 -
tons of general cargo were moved to:the piers in a period of 12 days
by three different nethods. ‘Bulk  supplies were hauled by‘truck and’ ‘
rail direct from base depots. Organizational equipment was moved by .
truck and rail from unit staging areas direct to the piers. Palletized
cargo was hauled by truck, ferry, and rall from the assembly yard at
Fort Kamehameha.» :

LST's commenced loadlng 17 August ‘and transports 22 Auoust l9hh
By 27 August, a total of 31,000 tons of cargo was loaded on the 12 APA's,
3 AKA's, 23 IST's, 2 LSD's, 1 1SV, and 1 ISH which had been alloted to
this Division. Division and unit TQM personnel, 56 officers and 102

" enlisted men, supervised the loading, Embarked troops furnished ships!'

worklng parties. After all cargo had been loaded, personnel were moved-
to piers by rail from Schofield Barracks, and by motor from other =~ = -~
staging areas.. The embarkation of over 21, 000 troops was completad

in a perlod of three days, the maJorlty of it by'llghters to shlps :
anchored in the. stream, ,

.0n 12 September 194k, IST Unit (TU 33.3. S) cleared Pearl Harbor _
T.H. and TransGroup Able cleared on 15 September 190k, : :

On 15 September, the Tth Infantry Div1s1on was notified that
Stalemate II had been cancelled., :

The voyage to Eniwetok was completed wi-thoutt incident. TU'33 3.5
and TG 33.3 arrived on 25 September. While at Eniwetok, the Division
received Tentative Field Order i3, Headquarters XXIV Corps, dated 2L
September 19kLL for the King II Operation. At Eniwetok, unit commander's
conferences were conducted -and tentatlve verbal field orders 1ssued.

T 33.3.5'sailed from Eniwetok on 26 September and'TG 33.3.
sailed on 28 September, The voyage to Seeadler, Harbor, Island of
- Manus, Admiralty Islands, was not marked by any unusual occurrence,
En route, a tentative Division Field Order for the King II Operation
was prepared, based on Tentative Fleld Order, #3, HEadquarters XXIV
. Corps.

TU 33.3. 5 and TG 33.3 arrived at ‘Secadler Harbor on 3.0ctober..'

At Manus, King II, Flcld Oroer #3, XAIV Corps, dated 28 Seﬁtember
19Lk was received, and King II, Field Order #9, Headquarters Tth Infantry
Division was publlshed and distributed to the units, lNumerous unit -
commander's conferences were conducted to discuss revisions, of the
orlglnal tactical and logistical plans that had to be adopted as a
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Inltlal transfer of assault troops from APA'S to IST's was
completed at Seeadler Harbor. Other than effecting tnls transfer
at the forward staging area, landlng plans remalned as rehearsed at
laui, T.H: :

result of the change of‘target

. TU 33 3 5 salled from Seeadler Harbor on 11 October 19hh and
" TG 33, 3 sailed on 1l October 19LL. ‘

During the period 18 October through 20 October, Army and Navy
air strikes and surface bombardment were conducted against the Island
of leyte by the Flfth Alr Force, the Thlrd Fleet and Tire Support
Groups.

A Day, the day of assault, was 20 October 19LL, and J Hour 1000, <——

At 0330, Attack Group Able entered Leyte Gulf and by 0700, TU
33.3.5 and TG 33.3 had arrived in the transport area., Naval prepara-
tion in support of the landing was conducted on schedule.

The initial mission of the 7th Infantry Division reinforced was
to land on Beaches Yellow I, Yellow II, Violet I, and Violet II, between
" the Calbasag and Daguitan Rivers, advancing rapidly inland along the
axis of the Dulag-Burauen Road, -seizing hostile airdromes in its zone
of action, securing the Burauen—Dagaml Road, and protecting the Corps
left (south) flank, :

Assault BLT's were landed as follows: Beach Yellow I, 1841,
Beach Yellow II, 184-3, Beach Violet I, 32-3, Beach Violet II, 32-2.

Elements of the Japanese 16th Infantry BlVlSlon occupying the
Division zone of action were disposed as follows: The 3rd Battalion,
20th Infantry Regiment, supported by the Lth and 5th Batteries, 22nd
Field Artillery Regiment, manned the Dulag Beach defenses. The 2nd
Battalion, 20th Infantry Regiment occupied heavily fortified beach
defenses at Rizal, while the Anti~tank and Reglmental Gun Companies
were in position to support Loth battalions in their respective sectors.
Regimental Headquarters, 20th Infantry Regiment had been established
in Dulag Jjust prior to A Day, and the 3rd Battalion, 33rd Infantry
Regiment moved into position on the left flank of the 3rd Battalion
20th Infantry Regiment in the Dulag beach defense area., At Buri,
the 7th Independent Tank Company was located. This unit was full
strength, but equipped with obsolete tanks, some of which were opera-
tional at the time of the landing, In addition, the Shth Airfield
- Construction Unit and the 11hth Airfield Construction Unit were located
at the Dulag and Buri airfields respectively, operating under the 34th
Air Sector Command. A transport Unit, Engineers, and the Lth Field
Hospital, 16th Infantry Division were also in the general area, Prior
to A Day, all units within the zone of action had orders to "annlhllate
the enemy at the beaches', ,

-3-



The first ane, onsistlng of amtanks of tho 776th Amphibian

Tank Battallon hit the behch at 1003, A fewt tahk obstacles were:
. encountered on Beach Yellow I, but opposition wis slights landing
of the first fourteen waves was completed with very minor varlatlons
from schedule and against light, sporadic opposition from ‘mortar,

rifle, and machine gun fire, Waves 2, 3, and L, consisted ofrassault'f

infantry in amtracs. Wave 5 conolsted of nedlum tanks in LGM'S.
Waves 6 through.9 consisted of infantry, command personnel and.
engineers in amtracs, Waves 10 through 1 consisted of LCV's and
LGI's carrying tanks, bulldozers, shore party and medical personnel.
One platoon of the 91st Chemical Weapons Company was landcd in the
8th wave to support each assault 1nfantry rewlment.«

As a result of the heavy air and naval prcparatlon, and

successful subsequent landing operations, the enemy force in the Dulag‘
arca began an organized withdrawal from thelr beach p051tlona, leav1ng_

suxc;de unlts to protect the withdrawal,

By 1016 the 776th.Anmenk Battalion had penetrated 200 yards
inland and gone 1nto position to support the infantry attack with'
overhead fire. Fire of the amtanks was conducted by fleld artlllory
- forward observers.

lBh-B advanced steadlly agalnst ‘sporadic rifle flre in the_
town of Dulag, reaching Highway #1 by 1320, 18Li-1 encountered only
scattered enemy riflemen and reached Highway #1 by 1300, 32-2 and

32-3 advanced against moderate opposition, and by 1043, had penetratedl

200 yards inland, Continuing the advance against considerable small .
arms, anti-tank, and machine gun fire, they had pushed an add:tlonal
300, yards by 1400, . o

At approx1mate1y'§300 18h-2 landed and moved into an assembly
area on the left flank, By 1530 18L-1 and 18L-3 were in comtact,

reporting no enemy in the interval between Beaches Yellow T and Yellow

II. By 1410, 184-3 had pushed 350 vards beyond nghuay #1.

At approxlmately 1500, 17-3 landed on Beach Yellow I and pushedz

west and south, seizing the Dao Bridge over the Dagultan River.
Opposition .was light, and by 2100, 17-3 had established a bridgehead

"~ south of the rlver, walntalnlng contaot with the lBhth Infantry'on 1ts
righte .

Route of Wlthdrawal of the Japanese forces - the 3rd Battallon,j

20th Infantry Regiment, Regimental Headolarters, and air and ground

service units was dloqg the Dulag~Buraucn Roads Coincident with this.

move, and after fighting a very ‘determined delaying action, the 3rd .
Battalion; 33rd Infzn*ry (on left fianx iacing toward sea) gradually.
withdrew inland. This unit defended teraclously from plleO es and

trench systems and during she night of A Duy Jost five tanks in their =

arca, expending the main strength of the 7Tth Independent lank Company.

Regimental Anti-tank and Cun Gompanies and the two Artlllery Batterlest

were overrun and desoroyed at tho beach.v'
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, By 2021, the Division Artillery Command Post, and all field
artillery battalions were ashorei In conjunction with the 776th
Amtank Battalion, rcgistration was conpleted.

The Tth Medlcal Battallon, 7’ch Cav a.lry Roconnaissance :Troop,
and elements of the 502nd AAA Gun Battalion, 866th AAA AW Battalion,
230th Searchlight Battalion, and 727th Signal Air Varning Conpany had
all establlshcd positions- a.shoro by 2200, -

At approx:.mately 1610, 32-2 gained contac’o with the 96th D:.v:Ls:Lon.

By 1656, 18L4-1 had advanced to a po:.nt 300 yards west of the. east
end of the Dulag Airfield, - o

' By approximately I’?OO all elements of the lBhth and 32nd Ini‘a.ntry
were ashore, and had estaol:.shed final lines for the nlght. :

. In the course oi‘ A Day, a firm beachhead was securod and ma;or
u.m.ts were established ashore to continue the attack on A plus 1.

At 0800 on A plus 1, the attack was resumed by . the lBhth Infa try,
with l8b,-1 on the left and 184=3 on the right, and by the 32nd Infantry,
with 32-3 on the left and 32-2 on the right. The 18Lth Infantry adva ced
' rapidly against light resistance and by 0900 had completed seizure of
the Dulag Airfield, It then continued the advance against sporadic .
rifle, and.machine gun fire. The 32nd Infantry advan ced against moderate
opposition from small arms, machine guns, anti-tank fire and from
artillery in position in the Catmon'Hills. It experienced considerable
difficulty in traversirg numerous swampy areas and thick underbrush,

In scveral :Lnstances s units werc forced to move around 1mpassable areas.

By O9h0 the Assistant D1v1s:.on Cormnunder was. ashore and the
forward echelon of the Division Commnd Post ¢stablished near Beach - !
Violet I. At 1300, when the Division Commander and his party landed,
the 18Lth Infantry, meeting very little resistance had advanced 1500
yards west of Dulag Airfield and a go p was bcmg created between the
184th and 32nd. Consequently, at 1530, the- l)u,r, Infantry was ordered
to discontinue its advance temporarily. The advance of the 32nd Inf-
antry was pushed forward with the support of medium tanks, Enemy ,
resistance diminished, and by 1800, the 32nd Infantry had established
lines nearly abreast 18&. Field artillery battalions, together with
units of the 767th Tank Battalion, and the 776th Amtank Battaln.on
" continued in general support of the advanco. . ,

As a result of the day's operatlons, all elements of the Division
had been landed with their equipment and as$ault supplics. The 184th
Infantry advanced its front lines approximately 3200 yards, and the
32nd Infantry, attacking on the right over difficult “terrain and -
covered fortifications, gained aaprommately 2900 yards. These advances
secured the Dulag Airfield. v
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. The speed of advance on the following day was controlled by
the progress of the 32nd Infantry on the right, which encountered
moderate resistance from small arms and machine gun fire. It was
jmpeded somewhat by the difficult nature of the terrain consisting
mainly of swampland and dense undergrowth. Effective air strikes
during the day reduced strong points to the front of both the 184th -
and 32nd Infantry Regiments, and by 1800, both units had gained
approximately 2800 yards. , By 1800, the 17th Infantry, less 17-3
which continued on its mission of protecting the Division left flank,
. had moved into assembly in the vicinity of the Dulag Airfield. -All
batteries of the 502nd AAA Gun Battalion were in position, firing
field artillery missions during the day, -and delivering harassing .
ground fires at nighu. ' a '

“ ' During this period, the Japanese 2nd Battalion, 20th Infantry
Regiment, withdrew from Rizal, assembled at la Paz and then moved to
‘the vicinity of Burauen to effect junction with the remaining elements
of the 20th Infantry Regiment, L e

On A plus 3, the advance west was resumed at 0830, with the .

18L4th Infantry, less 18L~2, on the left, the 17th Infantry, less 17-3,
184-2 attached, in the center, and the 32nd Infantry,; less 32-2, on
"the right, The 17th Infantry, preceded by the 767th Tank Battalion,
which spearheaded the attack, advanced astride the Dulag-Burauen Road
on a frontage of LOO yards with its organic battalions abreast in the
assault, and 18L4-2 in reserve., The 32nd Infantry, less 32-2, continued
its advance echeloned to the right rear of the 1T7th Infantry. The -
184th Infantry, less 18L~2, advanced echeloned to the left rear of the
~ 17th. Only sporadic resistance was encountered, and by 1330, the San

. Pablo Airfield was reported cleared, By 1715, the 767th Tank Battalion
had reached the west side of Burauen with little opposition, Terrain
difficulties contributed largely to the inability of infantry to main-
‘tain pace with the rapid tank advance along the road. During the day,
Julita, Tangnan, San Pablo, and San Pablo Airfield were occupied, and
the tank units which overran Burauen, disorganized hostile forces in -
that area. "By 1830, all units had assumed night defensive positions.

On A plus L, at 0830, the attack west was resumed with the three

Aregiments employing the same formmation as on the preceding day. Resis~

tance was light, and by 1200, the Burauen Airfield was captured, and .
the town of Burauen occupied,

The Division Command Post displaced to the vicinity of San Pablo, -

At 1205, the 767th Tank Battalion pushing north on the Burauen-
Dagami Road encountered a mine field a short distance north of Burauen,
Four tanks were knocked out and the advance was delayed until this mine
field was eliminated by artillery fire. . - , o :

At 1500, the 17th Infantry drove north astride the Burauen-Dagami
Road on a frontage of 800 yards. _By 1600, it had reached a point{mid-
‘way between Burauen and Guinarona}whe‘re it established a night perimeter.
DRI, A ,- 6 -
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At 1515, 32-1 was held up by approximately twenty well-
manned, strongly constructed field fortifications with overhead »
cover, in the area of the Buri Airfield. These werc marnned by
two companies of the 2nd Battalion, 20th Infantry, elenents of
the 3rd Battalion, 33rd Infantry, 1llhth Airfield Construction
Unit, stragglers from the 5Shth Airfield Construction Unit, and
16th Division Engineers. The combined enemy force totalled
approximately 1000 men who made a fanatical last-stand defense,
The airfield was heavily mined with 100 pound ‘aerial bombs buried
nose up in the runway and scattered throughout the dispersal area,
Some bombs were electrically fuzed and detonated by Japs hidden
.in foxholes a short distance away, a . s

At 1700, 32-1 repulsed a strong counterattack and consoll-,
dated positions to establlsh a defense for the nlght.

During A plus L, the 7th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop
reconnoitered south and southwest' to within 600 yards.of Ia Paz, .
encountering only occasional Jep snipers and one enemy patrol.

, As a result of the day's operations, the town & Burauen
was occupied and the Division front advanced up to 5,000 yards,

As our forces moved into Burauen, remnants of the Japanese
2nd and 3rd Battalions and Regimental Headquarters, 20th Infantry
Regiment, retreated west, thence northwest through the foothills
to the vicinity of Hitomnog, (west of Dagami)., By this time, a
new Regimental Commander had taken over the 20th Infantry Regiment.,
In its rapid moves from Dulag and Burauen, possibly moving tempo-
rarily to la Paz at some time during our attack west, 'the control
- of the regiment was shattered, Iater, apparently near Hltomnog,
the remmants of the 20th Infantry were reformed. . :

The 17th Infantry on A plus 5, conducted vigorous reconnaissance
in force with tanks and infantry as far north as Ginogusan, while .
awaiting the forward movement of the 32nd Infantry.

After holding its pos1t10ns under active enemywsnlper fire
‘during the nlght, at 0800, the 32nd Infantry, with 32-2 on the left,
and 32-3 on the ‘right, launched their attack on the Buri airstrip,
but heavily fortified strongpoints, and determined enemy r031stance
limited their geins to approximately 800 yards. :

Meanwhile, the 18lth Infantry, from positions on the southern
- approaches to Burauen, made distant reconnaissance to the south

with patrols of platoon strength, encounter:mU and cngaging scattcred
cnemy groups. :

At approx;netoly 2020, enemy aviation bombed ordnance and
engineer dumps just inland of Beach Violet I, causingextensive
fires and considecrable loss of ammunition,

At 0800, on the morning of A plis 6, the Division resumed the
attack. The 32nd Infantry, attacking north and west on Buri Airfield
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cont:.nued to meet heavy r‘esistance consn.st:mg of foxholes in high
grass concealed by thick brush, and mutually: supportlng machine gun
pillboxes interlaced with extensive trench systems. A-limited
Whanzai® attack was repulsnd 'vuth heav,r .LOSoeu, amd our llues remalned :
1ntact.

The l?th Ini‘antry, plus one conpany of medlum tanks, a.tta.cked
north along -the axis of the Burauen-Dagami ‘Read at 0800, 171 on the
left, ard 17-2 on the right, while 184<2 in Division reserve, remalned
in pos:Ltlon near the town of Paitan. By 1300, tanks lad overrun“Gino-
gusan and by 1400, 1nfantfy had commenced clear:mg the barrio. Resise
tance centered about individual groups of approximately 25 riflemen
under stilted houses. Many were in spider holes, and many were buried
when tanks crashed through the structures. Enemy casualties were heavy,
and by 1800, the barrio had been secured and a regimental perimeter .
defense established around the outskirts. The 18Lth Infantry, less
18L4=2, remained in position in the vicinity of Burauen, One company,
reinforced by a platoon of light tanks patrolled southeast to Santa
Ana reportln no enam‘y. . . ‘

At 0800, on A ‘plus 7, the 32nd Infantry contmued its attack L
agamst the Buri Airfield with 32-2 on the left and 32-1 on the right, .
By 1125, remaining res:.stance had been overrun, and the airfield secured,
It is believed that except for a small covering force, the enemy was
forced to withdraw during the night as a result of heavy ‘casualties
from the combined infantry-tank-artillery assault. The airfield had .
been carefully mined with 100 pound air bombs, - ‘buried nose up with - B
detonating mechanism one inch above or below ground, Standard land
mines were also utilized. By 1430, 32-2 had assumed defense of Buri =
Airfield, 32-1 assumed defense of Burauen Airfield, and 32—2 assembled
for rehab:.lltatlon in the ncmn.ty of Burauen.

~ . The 17th Im‘_‘antry, preceded by.one platoon of medium tanlfs
continued the attack north astride the Burauen-Dagami Road at 0700, with

‘battalions in column at 500 yard distances. After the repair of two
bridges, the regiment advanced rapidly against moderate resistance

and secured the road to a point 1300 yards south of Dagami, establ:.shmg

a permeter defense at the pomt of greatest advance. ' _

~ The 18)4th Infantry patrolled south, west, and edst from Burauen
on a radius of approximately 7000 yards. Patrols in force, with light
tanks and infantry, reached San Jose, San Andres, Santa Ana, Caridad
and Pusod, reporting no enemy, The Tth Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop
patrolled south to Abuyog vrlthout cncounterlng hostlle forces. '

At 0700 on A plus 8, 17-2 attacked north astride the Burauen- _
Dagami Road with 17-1 protectlncr the left flank and 17=3 followlng at - ‘
a distance of 500 yards. The bridge just north of Gmogusan, “tempo-
rarily repaired on the previous day had been washed out durlng the
‘night, and tanks were 1n1t1ally ‘unable to support the attac;. -« ‘
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After slight forward progress; heavy resistance caused full = = ™"~
deployment of the regiment, and intense fighting continued throughout

the day. The main enemy attempt to halt the advance on Dagami from

the south was made by the 2nd Battalion, 33rd Infantry Regiment, This
battalion had successfully withdrawn ftom the Dulag beach area , and

had had the necessary time to firmly establish well organized positions

in depth approximately 1000 yards south of Dagami. This unit was ‘
believed almost intact and under organized command, In"addition,

elements of the 16th Engineer Regiment, and scattered elements of the

gth and 20th Infantry Regiments were committed in the Battle of Dagami,
"Total enemy involved in the delaying action from Burauen to Dagami

was about 2500, of which about 500 later withdrew in orderly fashion

from Dagami. Enemy defenses consisted of interlocking bands of machimess =
gun fire from mutually supporting pillboxes of .coconut logs and sand :
reinforced. These pillboxes were very effectively camouflaged, Enemy
positions were on rising ground and could be approached only across

open rice paddies. Men advancing across these paddies were often immersed
in mud and water to their waists, '

Of the company of medium tanks attached to the 17th Infantry, ..

one platoon succeeded in crossing the first bridge between Ginogusan' .. .

and Guinarona. Three of these tanks were knocked out by enemy action = ...
-and the remaining two, were shortly out of ammunition. ‘

4 successful flanking movement to the right, supported by l-8's
rolled up the enemy east flank and broke through pillboxes in this .
se¢tor. Extension of the left flank to the west and south eventually
located the enemy's right flank., By 1545, the 17th Infantry had
destroyed over 15 pillboxes. As darkness fell, 17-2, and the committed
elements of 17-1 were able to push some 300 yards beyond the enemy
strong point, and tht regiment closed into perimeter defense for the
night, ‘ ‘ -

The 32nd Infantry, with the exception of 32-3, which was pre~
pared to reinforce the 17th Infantry, remained in positions held during -
the previous day, : '

' At 1700, the 18Lth Infantry dispatched a reconnaissance patrol
in force, consisting of one infantry company and a platoon of light
tanks to Ia Paz, securing the barrio, During the day, 18l4-1, less
one company, and 18L-3 departed for Santa Ana, and arrived just prior
to darkness, followed shortly by regimental headquarters which
established the CP at Santa Ana, _ C S

As a result of this day's operations, a formidable hostile '
defensive position guarding the epproach to Dagami had been reduced and
elements of the 184th Infantry had been di splaced for further operations
in the Santa Ana-Ia Paz area,. ' o o

At 0800,‘ on A plus 9, the 17th Infé,ntry, preceded by an

artillery barrage resumed its advance on Dagami., Resistance was
initially light and by 1130, thé 17th Infantry had advanced 1000
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yards from 1t.s lJ.ne of departure. In. contlnulng the advance, several
strong pockets of resistance were encountered, notably wn the Dﬂramw
Cemetery, where individual Japs had céneealed i cmseivos dn vonl

- ard graves; requiring flame throwers and vicious hand-‘oo-»nand flghtlng
before the area could be’¢leareds By 1655, the 17th Infantry had
pushed to the center oi‘ Danam:L. By 1800, .17-3 was briskly engaged by .
an enemy countera‘ctack wh:.ch wa.s broken, and rOpulscd rrth tne a.:.d of
field artillery. : . ’

18h-3 displaced from Sauta Ana to Ia Paz, and 32-2, preceded by
the 7th Cavelry Reconmaissance Troop displaced to Abuyog for the pur-
pose of destroying hostile forces occupying the area between the Abuyog-
Baybay Road and the Marabc.ng RlVOI‘.

As a result of the day's operations, Dagaml was selzed, and
) hostile resistance Wlthln the Corps beachhead was broken. '

" The initial mission of the ?th Infa.ntry D1v131on, relnforced
having been accomplished, the operatlon entered its second phase.
Durlng this phase, the Division mission was to secure Abuyog, destroy-
. ing all hostile forces south of the Daguitan River from the mountain . . _ ‘
range east to the sea; to advance west to seize and occupy Baybay
© securing Highway #1 fram Abuyog to Baybay, ~and to conduct patrolling
south and west of Abuyog, north, west, and east of Dagami,- and north
and south of Baybay. It was further ordered to protect the Corps
left flank, to continue mopping up hostile forces within its zone of
action, and to be preparcd for extensive operations 1n the southern :
port:.on of Leytc on the éast a.nd west coast.

- To the 184th Infantry was assigned the mission of securing la-

. Paz, and conducting extensive combat patrolling to destroy all enemy
forces in the arca bounded on the north by the Daguitan River, on the -
~ west by the mountain range, op the east by the sea, and on the south
by a line running east-west through Abu‘yog. Iater it was directed. to
maintain onc battalion in Abuyog, and to conduct aggress1ve patrolling
in-its assigned zones destroying all hostlle forces encountered. '

The 32nd Infantry was ordered to.maintain one battallon in the
vicinity of Guinarona to continue mopping east and west of the.Buraucn
Dagami road, to maintain one reinforced battalion at Abuyog, and was
further directed to move one reinforced battalion by water. to Panaon
Island, there to relieve the let Infantry, and malntaln control of
Panaon Stralt. _

On A plus 12, 17—1 resumned reconnalssance in force 1800 yards

west of Dagami to clear the enemy from positions in that area, Terrain
consisted of a series of rice paddies traversed by a single lane unlm-f

proved road. By late afternoon, this battalion had driven to the foot-

hills where well-concealed enemy, strongly entrenched and in considerable ‘
forcé were encountered. Machine gun fire from the hills pinned the . '
battalion effectn.vely in' the paddle Sy.- preventlng elthor forward or e
retrogradc movement. o Co0

"‘10-



S

[©]

! U

eyt TED
FEIRVER LU

raw .
-

g
30
s

32=3 from positions immediately south of Guinarona, resumed
operations against a force uncovered by patrol action of the previous
day. Artillery fire caused withdrawal of enemy forces. The advance -
was again resumed and it became apparent that the enemy, taking full
~ advantage of dense undergrowth was condvcting a fluid delaying action,
abandoning prepared positions to allow 32-3 to advance, and then
placing intense fire on both flanks, , :

: On the following morning, after utilizing the fire of two -
battalions of organic artillery, and three batterics of 155mm Corps
Artillery during the night, 17-1 resumed operations, Vigorous and
distant patrol action failed to divulge enemy flanks, and patrols ,
received heavy machine gun and mortar fire. At 1400, 17-1 was relieved
by clements of the 96th Division, and then withdrew to & bivouac area
about one quarter of a mile south of Dagami..

- Meanwhile ,.a.t 0800, 32-3 resumed opcrations west of Guinarona,
thrusting 700 yards beyond its most forward position of the previous .

_ 32-2 pushed Company G, re'inforéed to Baybay .Where it ciosed-at
22000 ’ ‘ ‘ o

The 184th Infantry continued patrol action in its zone, encoun=
tering only scattered individual Japs in an exhausted condition.

For the next two days, the units continued patrolling with only
minor hostile contacts. ' : oo

On A plus 15, the 7th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop reconnoitered
the west coast from one mile north of Caridad to L5 miles south of
Baybay.. . A, \ ' _

On A plus 17, -18L4-2 displaced from Santa ina, reaching Abuyog
at 1300. A dectachment remained at Abuyog and the main body moved into
bivouac near the concrete ford, The day following, the 7th Cavalry
Reconnaissance Troop completed a patrol 75 miles south of Baybay with
no enemy contact. , .

On A plus 19, weather grew increasingly stormy with.rain and
wind approaching typhoon velocity, This continued through A plus 20,
causing extreme detcrioration of roads, uprooting trees, and destroy-
ing buildings over a wide area, and disrupting supply and wire communi-
cations, Flash floods which followed the typhoon washed out bridges

on the main supply route between Dulag and Abuyog and caused the miring
of considerable heavy materiel.. . : ’

On A plus 21, the CP, 32nd Infantry, 32-2 less one company, and
32-3 less two companics consolidated positions at Baybay, with Company
G occupying positions nine miles north on the coast., Two enemy destroyers
passed approximately 800 yards off Baybay with no resulting action.

El
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- On A plus 22 s the .th Cavalry Reconna ssance Troop patrolllng .
north of Baybay, contacted the 96th Division Reconnaissance Troop E .
at Damulaan, while 32-2 remalned at Baybay, dlsplaolng Company G SN '

. to Carload. _ '

on A plus 23, 32-2, less one cox rpany, remﬁalned in defense
of the Baybay area, sending oa.’orols northeast to the foothills.
Company G dlsplaced south to San Avgustine, Conpany I, which: C
had patrolled from Union to’ Sogod Bay, and then wesi', to Bato, L
' returned. to Baybay at 1800. : D

Dumnc the day, 17-3 mOVed to a posn.tlon West of Gulnarona :
where it relieved 381=2 of the 96th Infantry Division and made
contact with the enemy. :On the following morning at. 0800, 17-3.
attacked northeast encounterlng determined enemy resistance. The
 engagement against enemy occupying well -oonoealed positions in R
.heavily overgrown and mountainous terram, was contimed throuﬂhout
the day.  Throughout A plus 25, 26, and 27, the attack was cond . . ‘
tinued, driving the enemy west, and reducing a series of strongly :
held p031t10ns dug in and concealed on the crests of precipitous
" ridges. On the morning of A plus 28, it was determined that all .
survivors of the enemy force in this area had fled west into the "
. hllls., ¢

. Thile this action was going on, 32-2 and Battery B, L9th
. Field Artillery Battalion, on A plus 26 pushed north from- Baybay,
and by evening, closed on Damuilaan. On A plus 28, 32-2 Admproved

- defensive positions just south of the Palanas R:.ver, extending
inland from- the beach approximately 600 yards. - The battalion. ,

- right flank was screened by guerilla . elements.‘ The. enemy occupied
lines on the high ground across the river, approxy.matel,f ‘L0o yards
to the north Patrols were pushed northeast. '

Durlnp the next six davs, unlts of the DlVl sion cont:mued
patrolling in their zones of actlon, reportlng only minor enemy
. contactss. The 32nd Infantry on the west coast oontlnued the im- ‘
.provement of positilons south of the Palanmas River, and pushed '
vigorous patrols to the right (east) flank, On A plus 31, upon '
relief by elements of the 1lth Airborne Division, 18L-2 moved from
_Abuyog to Baybay, and on A. plus 32, 32-3 moved north in sppport ,
..of 32-2, taking up positions in the Damulaan area on the follow- .

- ing day. At this time, the 32nd Infantry was supported by the

entire L9th Field Artillery Battalion, and Battery B, 1lth 155mm. .

Gun Battalion, USMC. Upon occupation of position by 155mm guiis,.

Japanese installations in Ormoc were shelled. The regimental MSR

from Baybay to:Damulaan was vu Jnerable to attack from the Camote s — e
Sea.. Sustalnod heevy rains made all troop movement oxceedlnglv dlfflcult. ‘

At thls time, The Japanese 26th Imantrv Division under .' o
comand of Lleutenant General Yamagata, was. assembl_ed in the
v:__el_nlt_y ‘of Ormoc., His general plan of actlon vas as follows. o

-12 -
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The 13th Infantry Regiment (Provisional) had the mission of holding
the Palanas River Line, while the remainder of the Division moved
east across the mountains to attack airfields in the Burauen area

in coordination with airborne units. The Provisional 13th Infantry
Regiment, commanded by Colonel Saito,.was composed of the 2nd
Battalion, 1lth Independent Infantry Regiment, lst and 2nd Battalions,
13th Independent Infantry Regiment, and the 2nd Battalion, 12th
Independent Infantry Regiment, with the 3rd Company, 2nd Battalion,
224 Independent Heavy Field Artillery Regiment, and elements of the
11th Field Artillery Regiment in support.

At the time that Colonel Saito moved his regiment to the
Palanas River Line, Lieutenant General Suzuki mdved with the for-
ward echelon of the 35th Army Headquarters into the Talisayan
River Valley. 1 o v '

At approximately 2115 of A plus 3k, the 32nd Infantry,
less 32-1 (at Panaon), received an attack on its right flank from
superior cnemy forces. In refusing the flank, lines in this area
were displaced slightly to the south and west. In addition to
the assaulting enemy forces, an estimated reinforced company
occupied the western slopes of Hill 918, A counterattack wa.s
launched by Companies E and L to secure more favorable ground,

'32—3 received heavy mortar and artillery fire of calibers up to
150mm, ' '

During the morning of A plus 35, 184-1, which had been 1
relieved by the 133th Infantry, arrived in Baybay and began a move °
north by foot. On this same morning, tiro companies of 32-3
advanced 2500 yards east of Damulaan where they discovered an enemy
force of unknown size, and killed 45 of them. Enemy air activity
made it impossible to employ cub planes for observation. At 2200,
32-2 received artillery fire, followed by an attack on the batta-
lion right flank by an estimated 500 Japs. Company I was moved
forward to reinforce this flank, and a heavy fire fight continued
until approximately 2315, During this fight, supporting artillery
of the L9th Field Artillery Battalion was taken under fire by enemy -
artillery, and attack by infiltrators with small arms and demolitions,
The lines of 32-2 remained intact., '

On A plus 36, the 7th Infantry Division, less the 17th Infantry,

(minus one battalion), was ordered to displace to the west coast in
preparation for an attack north on Ormoc, The 32nd Infantry, less
one battalion, was ordered to prevent any hostile movement south
from Damulaan, and to conduct active patrolling north and east to
determine enemy strength and dispositions, The 184th Infantry, upon
_ relief by elements of the 1lth Airborne Division, was to diplace

to the West Coast, and assemble the regiment at Caridad in prepa-
ration for the attack north, ' : '

During the course of A plus 36, enemy action against 32-2
was limited to strong night attacks on the center and right flank,
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These attacks were repulsed with heavy enany losses. ' 32-—3 helu its
lines, and the CP, 32nd Infantry displaced to Caridad. 18L-1

moved into position at Caridad in reserve, and 18L-2 continued in
defense of Baybay. The CP, 18Lth Infantry, and 18h~3, less one

- company, d:.splaced to Baybay.

On A plus 37, 17-2 moved to Baybay, rcl:x.eved '184~2, and assumed
defense of the Baybay area. 18)4-2 less one coupany, moved from
 Baybay to Caridad, 32-2 malntalned its lines to the north and east
of Damulaan, At 2100, this battalion received a strong enemy attack,
and 18L-1 vas attached to the 32nd Infantry to reinforce thls posn.-
: tlon in preparatlon for counnerattack. :

) Throughout the follow:.nv day, 32-2 and 32-3, vith 18L4-1

- attached, held their lines south of the Pﬂlanac River ard east of
Damulaan, At 2150, enemy mortar and artillery fire commenced
falling in the front lines, and at 2200, an undetermined number of
enemy attacked the 32nd Infantry lines, Supporting artillery laid
dovn a normal barrage , and enemy activity ceased. Company A, . .
18L4th Infantry made a limited attack north at approximately 0loo to
further improve our positions, and by 1600 had overrun 13 enemy ’
machine gun positions. _— : S T

On A plus 39, 18L-3 reached Baybay, and 17-3, having been.-'
relieved by elements of the 306th Infantry of the 77th Infantry
Division, began preparatlons for a move from Guinarona to Baybay.

On A plus 41, 17-1 rer«ched Baybay, and on A plus L2 it moved
to St. Augustine, where it moved into reserve. 17-2 was relieved
at Baybay by 305-2 of the 77th Infantry D1v1s10n, and moved : to a .
reserve- pomtn.on at Car:.dad.

At 2200, 18)4—1 and 18L4-2 attacked to the northea t,' gaining
high ground overlooklng erlemy positions in the PalanAS River Valley.
- After consolidating positions, these battalions on. the ‘following

‘day, continued probing hostile lines and meeting strong resistances
Patrols attempted to find weak spots in the enemy line, and ,
inumerous cnemy posn.t:.ons Were taken under effectlve artlllery Ilre.

Trhoughout A plus Lh, the 17th Infantry cont:.nued consoli-
~ -dation of the reglment. 32-1, having been relieved, commenced
movement by LGI's and LCVP's from Panaon Island to Coridad.. 32-2,
less one company, assumed the defense of Baybay, rellevmg 305-
of the 77th Infantry D1v151on.

The 18hth Infantry continued occupation of the front lines, .
with 32-3 in position extending to the SE of the lines of the 18Lth
Infantry, 18L-2 more nearly facing the enemy's positions on Hill
918, patrolled actively on the hill's north slope, receiving intense
* machine gun fire fron effectlvely concealed posz.tlons.




HESTREGHED

A provisional company of amphibian tracked vehicles, consis-
ting of elements of the 776th Amphibian Tahk Battalion, and the
718th Amphibian Tractor Battalion, which had moved by water around
the southern-end of Leyte, maintained beach defenses at Tinagan
and lagolago. The Division Command Post closed on the east coast
and opened at Baybay at 2000, . :

" On A plus 45, the 17th Infantry engaged in consolidation of
the regiment and movement of troops to forward positions. 17-1
moved into attack assembly area 600 yards east of Damulaan, 17-2
moved to a similiasr position 200 yards east of 17-1, Elements of
17-3 arrived at Caridad via Navy Craft and moved by foot and motor
to Tinagan. '

....The 32nd Infantry continued consolidation of the regiment, - -
with 32-3 continuing to hold front-line positions, 32-1, less
elements of Headquarters Company, moved from Panaon Island to
Caridad, arriving at 0130, 32-2, less one company at St. Augustine,
remained in defense of Baybay,: - ' ’

The 18Lth Infantry prepared for the attack by probing cnemy
positions to its front. A reconnaissance to the south edge of
- Balogo revealed a considerable number of enemy, occupying prepared
machine gun positions under shacks. '

The Divisibn Comnand Post closed at, Baybay, and opened at
Caridad. ' ' o ~ o

At this time, the Division mission was to attack north,
eliminating enemy forces to its front and sweeping high ground to
the northeast. Upon execution of an amphibious assault by the
77th Infantry Division in the vicinity of Florian and Deposito,
the 7th Infantry Division was ordered to continue its drive north,
- establishing contact with the 77th Infantry Division, and destroy-
ing all hostile forces within its zone of responsibility.

On A plus L6, the Division, with the 17th Infantry on the
right, and the 18Lth Infantry on the lcft, attacked at 0800 to
secure Hill 918, and the Palanas River Line. Moderate opposition
was encountered on the right, and by evening, the 17th Infantry
had secured the ridge west of Hill 918. .The 18L4th Infantry advanced
- against light small arms fire and one limited hostile counter-
- attack to secure a line extending from the beach 300 yards south
of Balogo east to high ground southeast of the Palanas River. One
-company- of -the 32nd Infantry was disposed to-hold the gap existing—
between the 17th and 184th Infantry. The reserve battalion of the
18Lth Infantry crossed the Palamas River during the day, and attacked
northwest against enemy positions on Hill 380, By mid-afternoon,
the first ridge of this hill had been secured. -

32-1, Headquarters and C Companies, closed on Caridad, and
by 2330, the battalion had consolidated near that barrio. The
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- battalion, less one compan moved to the’ v:Lc:LnJ.ty of Timagan, = 4
~prepared to displace in suppor‘b of the attack, or to repol hostlle
envelonment of the. DlVlSlOl’l right flanl

In coordlnatlon with the 1nfantry'attack, amtanhs of the5
Prov131onal Amphibian Company moved by water to Balogo where at
0700, they landed in assault on encmy'machlne gun positions. After
eliminating these hostile installations, and shellmg enemy, concen-
tration areas inland, the amtanks again moved by'water to a point
shortly south of Albuera. Here they made a diversionary demonstra-
tion of¢~s104,, and retirned to Balogo where they again landed and
shelled enzny p051tlons. At 0930, the amtanks returned to the -

- bivouac area. . :

Follow1ng an uneventful night,. the Division advance was resumud

Lat 0800 of A plus 47, with the 18Lth Infantry and 17th Infantry on
line, and the 32nd Infantry in DlVlSlon Reserve. The 17th Infantry

- —advance -met unrelenting pressure on the left, but forced a cr0531ng
_of. the.Palanas River by 1430, The reg:mental Tighty assaulting
Hill 918, was initially unopposed by other than extremely'rugvedj
terrain, but was forced to overrun a>nupber of enemy pillboxes
before Hill 918 could be secured, " This was accomplished by 1230.-
Pausing only for reorganlaatlon, troops which had securcd Hill 918
struck northwest to the Palanas River. At the river crossing, -
" heavy resistance was encountered, and the 1T7th Infantry rlght flank
Was: consojldated for the night at this point.

On the Division left, the 184th Infantry 1n1t1ally advanced '
to an east-west line through Balogo where at 1155, the regimeatal
rlght flank was hit by a sharp coordinated countcrnttack supported. .

" by intense mortar, machine gun, and light artillery fire. Calling~ .

" on support from artillery and chemical mortars, the :184th Infantry
repulsed this threat, - continued the advance, and by'lSBO had reached
the high ground south of the Talisayan Rqur. During the day, all
encmy forces were swept ‘from Hill 380. ’ -

- ) T

At 0700 on A plus h8 the U,S. .77th InfantrJ‘D1v1olon made
an amphlblous Jlanding just soutn of Dcposito with the missicnilof.:
dr1v1ng north to seize Ormoc. Initial opposition was very light,
and'by the close of the period, a strong beachhead had been estab-
lished extending approx1mauely 1500 yards 1nland and north to a p01nt-
several hundred yards beyond Ipll.

The 7th D1V1slon drive north was contlnued. The 17th Infmntry
advancing over extremely rugged terrain features- encountered
determincd resistance. from concealed mortars and  numdrous’ auto-"

matic weapons in sound tactical dlsnosﬂ;lons.~ This resistance. JRas.,
Tater augménted by a v1gornus counterattack, which the roglment ,
- repulsed with heavy enemy losses. At the closc of the period, the
lines of the 17th Infantry‘worc sllahtlv ‘echeloned to- the rlght '
roar. : , .
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On the lleft the lGhth Infantry moved forward slowly
throughout the day, encountering persistent light artillery
fire, When night preparatlons were complete, the regimental
left rested on the Tabgas River and the right tied in with
the 17th Infantry. , o '

The following day's assault carried‘all elements of the
attacking forces across the Tabgas River, drove enemy forces
from the southwest slopes of Hill 606, and secured the Tabgas
River Valley. During the advance, the 17th Infantry on the right,
was opposed by well-coordinated pockets of resistance, cleverly
concealed in the rugged terrain, Captured enemy arms included
six machine guns and several mortars. . The drive of the 184th
Infantry against Hill 606 wa.s heavily opposed by strongly dug
in enemy forcés iil”cdmmanding positions, During the day, the
Provisional Amphibian Company raided Albuera, and supported the
Division attack with flanking fire, While engaged in this
activity, the amtanks were taken under fire by machine guns;
mortars, and llghu artlllery.

On A plus 50, the 17th Infantry seized the high ground
north of the Sibugay Creek, while the 18L4th Infantry, supported
by a platoon of light tanks, seized the town of Albuera, and
advanced 600 yards beyond, meeting strong resistance from rifle,
automatic weapons, and artillery fire, Three 75mm guns, British
Army Model 1917, were captured. Patrol contact was gained with
elements of the 1llth Airborne Division at ILubi. _

. Continuing ‘the attack for the sixth consecutive day on A
plus 51, the drive north was sustained and by 1530, the 184th
Infantry on the Division left, advanced under light small arms
and artillery fire to reach a po:.nt 800 yards north of the
Talisayan River. The attack of the 17th Infantry on the right
met continued enemy resistance reinforced by bombing and artillery

" fire. The regiment moved forward slowly and seized the last
high ridge 500 yards south of the Talisayan River, The 17th
Infantry was now taken under 47mm fire, a prelude to heavy
shelling through the remainder of the day. One battalion moved
east into the foothills to envelop enemy artillery positions on
the following day., In the course of the day's advance, a large

number of enemy artillery pieces, and machine guns were captured
together with considerable stores of diverse enemy supplies in

the town of Binoljo,.

. By 1700, “this date, Ormoc had been taken and secured by
- the 77th Infantry Division,

on A plus 52, the Division resumed the attack with the
-18Lith Infantry on*the left, and the 17th Infantry on the right,
Dawn patrols from front-line companies reported the enemy to
be withdrawing, Pursuit of the main enemy forces was considerably
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retarded by small hostile -delaying elements and by ruggsd -
terrain, The 17th Irfantry on the right was forced to traverse -

a sories of steep ridges LOO to 500 fec
distance between crests of approximately
the Regimental left had crossed the Tali
resistance, while the envelopu.ng battali
seven enemy artillery pieces, and drove
By 1800, the 17th Infantry had secured
the Talisayan River, Ihﬂy'enemV'p031u
total of 12 art:.llery pieces capturcd.

The 18Lth Infantry on the left,
to capture Siguinon, and when' secured f

mental line ran from Binoljo on the left to a point anprox:.mately E

t high, with an alrllne ‘
300" yardg. By 1230, c

isayan River against.light

ion on the, right overran

forward across the river,

the high ground north of

ons were. reduced and a

overcame . 1ight‘-reéistance' -

or the night,- the regi-

300 yards north of the barrio-of Tallsa.lyan. 18Le2,. moving

rapidly north alonhg the coast, cut thro
positions to reach Ipil by 1020, Here
clements of the ‘77th Infantry Division,
security of the Ipil area, pa.ss:.ng to o
the 77th Infantry Division,

The very extended Division hSR,
from Abuyog to Baybay, and north to the

ugh and passed cnemy
‘contact. was made with

perational control of-

front lines was creating

a definite problem, Facllitles for supply by water were st:Lll

cxbremely llm:l.ted. N

Dunng 'y plus 53, the drive nort.
of the 17th Infantry was extremely rapi

.1_

h was contmued. Progress o

d with the enemy with- -

drawing before its advance. The 32nd Infantry, relieved of its’
reserve mission, displaced for front-line relief of the 17ths,
32-3" completed the relief of 17-2 by 1700, ahd the latter reverted

to Division reserve, prepared to defend

by foot to Albuera, and’ thence by motor
responsibility for the securlty of ‘that

and LCVP-to Albuerd, From here it proceeded by foot to posﬂ:lons o

behind and on the right fla.nk from enem
west from t.hc mountalns. o :

“By 1100, - thd 18hth Infantry ha.d secured that portlon of

the DlVls:.on right. 171
. was relieved of its regimental reserve mission by 32-<1, and moved

to Baybay, assuming
area. . 32-2 moved- by LoM-

y forccs reportcd moving

the Panilahan RJ.Vc,r within its zoné of action. Shortly there=

after, 18L4-3 was ordred ‘to displace to Ipil, where 1‘0 passed to

the opera.t.lon control oi‘ ‘the 77th Infan

try D1v1 s:Lon.

Although the mission of Colonel Sal to, holdn.ng the Pa.lanas
River Line and Hill 918, had been to defend o.galnst our attack
from the south, his repeatcd night attacks against our lines. )

seriously depleted the Japanesc forces

that he was unablc to de-

fond effectively., As Saito!s right flank was first turned, then
completely rolled up, and his escape route cut by amphlblous
- lendings to his rcar, he was forced to retreat castward into the

mountains near the upper reaches of the:

Talisayan River, where -

he agaln -came undcr the ‘control of:Licutenant- Gcncral Yamagata

-8

and 18L-2 assumed i

stretéﬁihg over poor roads




s T ED

whose attack east had failed,

Due to confirmcd observations of large forces threatening
the Division right flank, the attack north was temporarily
suspended, and the Division on A plus 5k, spearhcaded by the
32nd Infantry, wheecled cast, to destroy enemy forces in the
Bintoan~Libas-Capatgan arca, and to join forces with the 511th
Parachute Infantry driving west through the mountains. On the
avenucs of approach between the Talisayan and Panilahan Rivers,
the 32nd Infantry met very heavy resistance from high ridges.
Automatic weapons fire temporarily immobilized the leading
battalion. Rifle and mortar fire weve heavy, Covercd ‘ahd
concealed cnemy positions on ridge crests were not subject to
observation, Artillery fire was called for, and by nightfall
the battalion position was made tenable. : .

. Iate in the day, Headquarters 18Lth Infantry, with elements
of regimental special troops was ordered to proceed north to.Ormoc,
where it joined 184-3. 184-3 and 18L4-2 reverted to regimental
control. On request of the Commanding General, 77th Infantry
Division, 184-1 was moved north and by 1800 was also at Ormoc.
184~-2 at Ipil engaged an estimated 70 cnemy cast of the tovns,

The remnants of this force withdrew to the hills, :

On A plus 55, the 32nd Infantry drove east into the
mountains up high ground, from which intcnse fire had been R -
received during-the-previous day. IMovement of 32-1 on the left ~
- was severely retarded by the stecpness of the grade estimated
to average L5%. In a number of instances, grenades were rolled
downhill on the assaulting troops. Enemy rifle firc was accurate
and the percentage of machine guns, the heaviest yet cencountered,

- At 1300, a coordinated attack employing mortars, and artillery
was initially repulsed, but following continued softening up by
mortars, carinon:company, and artillery fires, the objective was -
taken, In defense of this commanding terrain feature, it is
estimated that the enemy employed three reinforced rifle companies.
From this position, excellent observation of cnemy held areas

was possible, and effective artillery tiuc fire was laid dovm,
Under cover of this artillery fire, the battalion advanced to

seize still morc advantageous positions and by darkness, the

cnemy held only & small portion of the ridge. -

32-3 on the right attacked the high ridge south of the
Talisayan River and adjacent to the objective of 32-1. lovce
ment up this ridge was retarded by steep grades and moderate
cnemy resistance, but by 1100, 32-3 had gained high ground to
the right of the enemy, Iate in-the day, one company occupied.
 the valley betwen 32-1 and 32-3 to prevent cnemy movement west.

At 0700 on the following morning, the 32nd Infantry ad-
vanced along separate, but mutually supporting ridges. In con~
trast to the previous day's operations, resistance diminished
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and by 1100, both ridges had been secured. The regiment
immediately reorganized and continued east into a bowl-like
terrain feature, where by 1530, the remaining scattered hostile
forces had been destroyed. 32-2 then crossed the Talisayan
River and moved east in a drive to deéstroy the enemy in the’ -
Capatgan area and to contact the 511th Parachute Infantry, of
the llth A:.rborne Dlv:Ls:Lon.

, - OnA plus 57 5 pos:Ltlons were consoln.d’xted and strong
patrols thrown out to locate hogtlle lorceo.'

© On A plus 58 at, 0800, 32-2 aftor an art:.llery propara—

tion, resumed the attacl' and secured high ground sevcral hundred.
yards to its front. In.continuation of the attack, the battalion

ran into almost :_mpassable terrain, high, heavily wooded ridges,
~ separated by gorges several hundred feet deeps The cnemy in
small groups, well hidden by dense foliage, occupied commarding
positions overlooklng the gorges, and with rifle and machine gun
fire forced our troops to use the most difficult avenues of
approachs At 1800, 32-2 dug in, ﬁ.:n.ng and containing the enemy
in thls aroa,

" On tho i‘ollowmg morm.ng , the drive was resumed towards
Capatgan and Anas, This attack continued to be hindered by the
extremely rugged terrain which gave very limited approach to
the eneny, dug in among caves and boulders in commanding pos:.t:.ons.

Meamvhlle, the reg:unent less 32-2 havmg been ass:.gned
the mlssn.on of destroying all hostile forces in thelr zone of
action as far north as the Ormoc-Patag Line, reconnoitered for.
suitable routes of advance north, By 1430, two companies had
reached the Panilahan River, and against light resistance, a . =
crossing was effected. The remainder of the force then joined
~ the leading elements and by dusk, all were in pern.metcr dei‘cnse

koo yards north of the Rivor, . ‘ o

At 0800, on A plus 60, 32-1 and 32-3 jumped off and pushed
the attack north ini‘l:.ctlng, severe casualties on the eneny.
The attack rolled forward and by 1800, the front lines were 300
yards short of the tra:.l Whlch extends from Ipil to Boroc.

At 0800 32-2 attacked an cnémy force occupying a comm:..nd:.ng
peak to the eas’o, placing 'small arms, machine gun firc, field
artillery and camon company firc on the position. 411 approaches-
to this peak were up steep, rugged, slopes and across areas of
open rock face. At the same time, reconnaissance was pushed to
locate a route by which the enemy strongpoint might be by-passed -
to the south.. Thls actlv:.ty wes continued through 4 plus 62.

Meammlle , on A plus 61, 32-1 and 32-3 Jjumped off at 0830
following dawn patrols. - Assault on the primary objective, a
canefield in whloﬁ "'%‘“ong eneny forces Wlth supportlng weapons
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were,éntrenched and concealed, Waéqpfeﬁeded by a boubing and

strafing attack, and supported by light tanks. By 1100, the -
troops had advanced 500 yards, but stiff resistance continued

" throughout the day. '

During the day, the 18Lth Infantry reverted to Division
control. = : ' e ’

On A plus 62, the 18Lth Infantry continued to hold and
defend the Linao-Ormoc-Camp Dowmes Line, pushing a reconnaissance
in force to the tovm of Dolores, driving the eneny from that
vicinity, and destroying a large quantity of eneny ammunition,

At 0800, 32-1 and 32-3 jumped off, imnediately destroying
a pocket of enemy and capturing shortly thereafter, six T5mn guns.
The advance continued rapidly against light resistance, and the
Ormoc-Patag Line was gained by mid-morning., Again the attack

was resumed, -and by 1530, the Ormoc-Canale Trail had.been gained.

on A plus 63, 32-2 driving forward from positions previously
held, seized the commanding. ground to its front, concluding a
vicious engagement. The ridge was honey-combed with dcep caves
on the reverse slope into which the eneny had withdrawn under
artillery fire. Hostile forces had held out bitterly, even the
seriously wounded taking part in the last stand. Shortly after
the cnemy strongpoint was eliminated, elements of the 187th
Paraglider Infantry, which had passed through lines of the 51lth
Parachute Regiment of the 11lth Airborne Division, crossed the
Ieyte Watershed establishing firm contact with the 7th Infantry
Divisions : : "\ o _ :

The 32nd Infantry, less 2nd Battalion, 18L-3 attached,
assumed responsibility for the Linao-Ormoc-Camp Downes arca,..
relieving the 18Lth Infantry.

Tne 18Lth Infantry, less 18L-3, was assigned the mission
of driving on Valecncia east of Highway 2, and destroying all
eneny encountered. This sweep continucd through A plus 65,
overrunning all enemy resistoncg,and securing the final Division
objective., ¢ T A plvo (L, tho Divicion o o

At 21,00, 25 Decciber 19hli, the XXIV Corps, including the
7th Infantry Division, passcd to control of Eighth Army, and
initiated the mopping-up phasc of King II. December 26, 19LL,
was A plus 67. On this datc, the Division was disposcd as
follows: The 17th Infantry from Beybey to Ipil sccuring the
MSR, thc 32nd Infantry in position defending the Ormoc perimeber,

~and the 18Lth Infantry in scparatc battalion perimcters on a

linc running cast northcast from Valcncia for approximately
4,000 yards. : o v ° coT

buring the first 66 days of conbat, the Division had
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driven from‘Duiag‘to Burauoh;,Burauen’tg Dagani; noved south to
Abuyog, west to Baybay; and fimally drove north.to Valencias It
fought as a Division over 37 -miles, moved over 105 miles, covered
in rcconnaissance 1,857 square miles, lbst?h70“of£icers and men
killed in action, 1,801 officers and men wounded in action, took
93 prisoners of war, and killed 10,167 of the cnemy.

Division operations during the mopping up period werc
based on the ruined town of Ormoc, lying .on thc west coast of
Ieyte at the head of Ormoc Bay. From this port, the Ormoc
Corridor, a swampy and roughly cultivated vallcy, cxtends
north northeast toward Carigara Bay. It is bordercd on the cast
by rugged hcavily overgrown mountains of the main Leéyte Watcr-
shed, and on thc west by a lower, parallcl mountain chain whikch
extends north to Rabin Point and south to the tip of Leyte
Peninsula., The Division MSR from Ormoc to Baybey followed the
shorc line closcly and traversed a nmarrow coastal plain.

On December 26th, remnants of the Japancsc 26th Division,
still under the personal command of Licutenant General Yamagata,
having failed in their attack upon Buraucn, had rctreated west-
ward through the mountains and were in the process of reasscmbling
in the viecinity of Hill L4101, approximately 12,000 yards cast of
Ormoc. The 13th Independent Infantry Régiment, (provisional),
commanded by Colonel Saito, after being forced from the Palanas
River Line with extremely heavy casualties, had rctreated north-
ward into the mountains. This unit was badly depleted in strength
and considerably scattered, Remnants of the 16th Divisien,
including the Headquarters, with General Makino, the Commanding
Gencral, werc reliably reported to have joined the 26th Division
in.this rctreat. :

Combined enemy forccs assembling in the Hill L4101 area,
humbcred three to four thousand, and included clements of the
following units: Headquarters 26th Division, 2nd Battalion,
11th Indcpendent Infantry Regiment, 2nd Battalion, 12th Inde-
pendent Infantry Regiment, 3rd Battalion, 13th Independent
Infantry Regiment (provisional), 26th Engincer Regiment, 26th
Medical Unit plus field hospital, 3rd Battalion, 77th Infantry
Regiment, Gigo Unit (Lth Air Army Demolition Unit), 2lst Indc=-
pendent Mortar Battalion, 11th Independent Field Artillery
Rogiment, 65th Independent Engincer Regiment, Headquartcrs
16th Division, 9th Company, 3rd Battalica,; 33rd Independent
Infantry Regiment, othcr 16th Division clements, and the Kurisu
Group, consisting of sick and wounded.

At the same time, Japancsc units which had been scattcred
by landings at Ipil, and thc advance of Amcrican troops. through
Ormoc to Valencia, werc being assembled in the vieinity 6f Canale.
This effort was being directed by Colonel Imabori, Commanding
Officer of the 12th Independent Infantry Regiment., The force of
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agproximately 2,000 which Coloncl Imabori. succeeded in -
~asscmbling and reorganizing, béeane knovm as. the Imabori Unit,
and was composed of remnants-of the 12th Independent. Infantry

Roginent, less 2nd Battalioh; the Meida Battalion, (prévisional -

battalion, 16th Division), -the 2nd Battalion, 77th Infantry ,
Regiment, the lth Raiding Regiment, the 26th Transport.Regiment,
the 21st Shipping Engincers, the Tth Battcry, 2nd Shipping AA
Regiment, thc 2nd Mobile Medical Unit, and the 26th .Engineer
Regiment, N . S o

, During this phase of the King II Operation, it was
necessary for the 7th Division to maintain defense of its area,
to patrol actively throughout its zone of responsibility, find-
ing and destroying scattered enemy groups, and attacking the
two main hostile conccntrationse Throughout the period, the
Division opcrated an-average of 30 patrols daily, in addition .
‘to major troop movemcntse - At no time, did the eneny maintain
" an organized main linc of resistance, and for the most part, '
sought to avoid combat. The period was,characterized by. small
engagements, which in conjunction with discase and starvation,
rcduced cnemy forces day by day. A high pcrcentage iof patrols
were accompanied by artillery forward obscrvation parties, and

maximun usc was made of supporting arms. o : :

Tnitially, the 18Lth Infantry moved southeast from cast

" of Valencia against forces under Colonel Imabori near Canale. .
On A plus 67, the 1lst Battalion displaced to the vicinity of

Dolores, and the 3rd to the vicinity of Soong. At thesc points,

patrol bascs were established, The 2nd Battalion cstablished
its CP at Cabulihan, S o L

Reconnaissance and combat patrols made early contact with
outlying encny groups. On A plus 69, an asscmbled group of L5
Japs ncar Canale was taken under surprise artillery fire and
decimated. L » : _

on A piﬁs 70, the 17th Infantry initiated patrolling in

force to locate cnemy in the vicinity of Hill 410l. One company, ‘

reinforced, moved on Boroc and ilagasue, laying long-range mortar
and artillery fire on observed cncmy positions. This company
established a night perimcter in the hills.  One reinforced .
company of the 184th Infantry moved west on the Valencia~-Palonpon
‘Road to join forccs with the 77th Infantry Division at Palompon.
Near Biliboy, one rcinforeced coimpany of bhe 32nd Infantry
engaged and largely decinated. approxinately 50 of the enemy.

During A plus 71, patrolling in force by the 1Tth Infantry
in the' Kancosia-lgocdoc=iiahilean aren eliminated. scveral srall
groups of Japancsc. An amphibious force, coiposcd of onc’ »
infantry company, rcinforccd, one platoon of the: 7th Cavalry . =
Reconnaissance Troop, onc platoon of the 91lst Chemical ieapons.:
Company, six amtracks and ninc amtanks, was dispatched for a . -
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three day reconnaissance of the Leyte Peninsula,  This force
established a base at Merida, and patrols rcconnoitcred Libas,
Ialunasang, Lundag, and Calinangan'Point without making cneny
contact. Two coupanics of the 32nd Infantry delivired a .
coorcinated attack agams’o an csbinated 75 cnemy arned with
snall arms, nortars and mechine guns in the vicinity of Biliboy,
Approxinatcly LO of the Japancsc were killed, and the remoinder
withdrew to the northeast, ' Two co.panics of the 184th Infantry
patrolling cast, contacted an estimated Japanese Compeny in well
dug-in pOolthhS.' In the cnsuing fire fight, 80 of tha, cneny
werc killed, und the remainder withdrew,

The cor xpany rnoving west to Palonpon offect :d a Juncture
with 77th Division troops without having made enen Yy contact.

On A plus 72, patrols of the 17th Iafcntry pushcd north,
northcast, and cast in an effort to locatc routes of g proach to
Mahiloan. Scattered encuy groups were contacted and amnihilated.:
On Leytc Pcninsula, patrols noved overland via Mount Lunday and =
Hunan to join LVT's at Matlan, At Quoit, a new defcnsive posi-
tion was established, and foot patrols worked around the Bay to
Duljugan and Sacay Points., No eneny were contacted. A rcinforced
company of the 32nd Infantry, and one platoon of light tenks,
drove northeast up the Ormoc-Conale Trail to a point 1100 yards
south of Dunghol ;#2. Herc contact was made with approximately
30 encniy. Driving forward ageinst stubborn resistonce from
increasing hostilc forecces, the compan, pushcd to: within LOO yards
of Dunghol, and in the coursc of its advancc, overran five light
machine guns, onc heavy machine gun, and one knee mortar., Numcrous
storage installations of food and armunition werc destroyed, and’
63 Japancsc killed. At approximetcly 1600, hostilc forces in-
this arca brokc contact, The 18Lth Infantry, less 18L~1 and
18L4~3, displaced to the vicinity of Dolorcs in preparation forqa
coordinoted attack to the southcc.st in con,]unctlon with the 32nd
.In:t‘an’t,rT . : A

During A plus 73, two companics of the 17th Infantry pushed
- northeast to the Magocdoc-lahiloam arca, climinating small groups
of cneny in dug-in positions.- Rcconnaissance of the Leyte
Peninsula was completed, and the patrolling force rceturncd to |
Albucra. Elements of the 32nd Infantry, continuing pressure on
the enenmy west of Dunghol #2, met an cstimatcd Japanese Company,
arnmed with light machinc guns, knce mortars and rifles. The
attack was presscd in conjunction with clements of 184-2, and
approxinatcly 67 of the cneiy were killed and several machine
guns destroycd. 32-3 dispatched an amphibious reconnaissance
force to Puerto Bello, covering Calvnasan, and Capisanan by foot,
and the swanpy area west of Ommoc by ILVI. - The 134th Infantry,
less 184=3, located and engaged hostilc forces of undetumlncd
strongth in the area southcast of Dolores. -

-2)'?—



§ ‘ - ‘ Secrect

“4 % ‘During A plus 7h; 17-3 presscd the attack of two companies
 agadnst cnemy forces in the area between Punta Blanca and iahiloam,
A hostile rcinforced company with fire power augmented by heavy '
nmortars and nuncrous machive guhs was :strongly entrenched on :
three finger-likc ridges and cffcctively concealed by 12 foot: . . -
grass. The attack was pushed along these”ridges. In the ensuing -
action, several light nachine guns were overrun, and approximately
65 cneny killed. By 1800, the companies had effected a juncture
“on high ground, and establishcd a rutually supporting perincter.
‘preparcd to reswic the advance, The 184th Infontry pushed onc
patrol of company strength toward ILoke Danao, and a sccond .
patrollcd the vicinity of Taluan. The company at Palompon moved
by water transportation to Omioc, and thenece by foot and motor

to Dolorecs. 184=2, with two companies abreast, attacked south-
cast toward Biliboy. -Throughout the day, it received: sporadic
mortar and machine gun firc and killed 20 of the enemy., - -0

On A plus 75, 17-3 continued offensive action in the
vicinity of Mahiloam with three companies engaged. Near the town, - .
approximatcly 100 well arnmed Japs, in dceply entrenched defensive '
positions,. were fixed and taken under fire by artillery, U=-B81's
and L,.2" mortars, By latc aftcrnoon, hostile forces had been . -
cleared from high ground in the Mahiloam area. 18l-2 continucd
its attack on hostilc forces at Biliboy. TFire was received from
cneny small armas, nachine guns, nortars, and 7o artillery, but -
by 1600, 81 of the Japancse had been killed and the-remainder -
driven from the town., = = - Lo o

On A plus 76, 17-2 combed the upper valley of the Panila=
han River in secarch of cncuy forces reported in that arca. Only
scattcered cneny groups were cncountered and taken under firee: .
17-3 continucd its attack generally east, clearing the cnemy .
fron finger ridgcs, and laying artillery fire on other enciiy .-
groups obscrved still farther cast. The 32nd Infantry displdced
_ 2 provisional platoon to Guincbatan at the scuthern tip of .
Icyte Peninsula in defensc of Battery A, 531st Ficld Artillery
Battaion, (155ma Gun) which was cmplaccd at this pointe The
18Lth Infantry continucd vigorous action against cnemy in the
Conale area, with two battalions attacking northeast astride
the Ormoc-Camale Trail., 18L-2 from the vicinity of Biliboy
advanced stcadily on Canale, mecting stiff rcsistance from
approximately 500 well cquipped cneiy, who cuployed all types -
of infantry woeapons, 18L4-3 met rmch lighter opposition. By . -
nightfall, 18L-2 had driven the cnenmy from Canalc, while 1843
had advanced to a’point 800 yards to the west. Inmthe coursc .
of this day's action, thc 18Lth Infantry and supporting artillery
killed 171 Japancsc. - = . L : P

-~ During A plus 77, combat patrols of the 1Tth Infontry .-
continucd to push northeast, mecting scattercd light resistance,
Reinforcéd patrols, W th attached artillery obscrvers, killed

an cstimated 68 Japs. Patrols of the 32nd Infantry covered.
Dunghol, Patag, Halunod, lbndaag, and Jalubon with minor cnemy
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‘con’.c,acts. 18l~2 on the left, and 18L-3 on the rlﬁhtssz}‘ g%%lﬁl%@TEﬁ

their advance astride tho Ormoc—Canaio Trail, again
resistancc, and by 1400, hcld a line from Paglocsoon to Tinogo.
18L-1 remained in the vicinity of Dolores mtrolllnb actively
to the west and north.

Following the capture of Canale, Colonecl Imaborits force
was ordcred to a position in the mountains on the Western
Peninsula., In noving, Imeborits troops werc systematically
divided into small groups, which procceded individually, noving
only at night, and hiding during thc¢ day. The novenent. of ‘
these small groups was governed by the terrain, and the dis-~
position of Amcrican Troops.

During A plus 78, the 17th Infantry maintoined pressure
on encny in the eastern mountains., Patrols visited Libas,
Balogo, Cantotoc, and Hill 606, cngaging scattered groups, and
placing obscuived artillery fire on draws and gullics t the cast.
The lst Battalion, 307th Infantry, 77th Inf%ntry‘D1v1suon caile
under control of the 7th Infantry Division, and wes attached
to the 32nd Infantry., Patrols to Tambuco, and northeast of
Patag elininated minor enemy groups. Patrols of the 184th
Infantry ranged widely from Dolores and Canale attenpting to
find and fix major enemy forces, but encountered only disor-
‘ganizcd groups. Strongest resistance was met in the rugged.
terrain near Cabadyangan.

On A plus 79, the 17th Infantry sent two companies
plus strong combat patrols northeast into the mountains,
Artillery obscrvers accompanying patrols, fired on eneny groups
killing approximately 50, These companies pushed to Kancosia
and lagocdoc with minor enemy contacts. 307-1 relieved 32-3
in the Ormoc Perimctcr, and 32-3 displaced and cstablished a
basec carmp near Punta Blanca, One coupany, rcinforccd, encouns
tered an estimated Japancse Coupany in a bamboo thicket four
hundred yards north of thc Ormoc-Liloan Road, This force was
taken under fire, but succeeded in disengaging and withdrawing
to the nortlwest. The 18Lth Infantry, less 184-3, noved to the
vicinity of Siguinon preparctory to attacking northeagt. 18L-3
less onc company, swept southwest from Canalc to Biliboy,
elininating enciy stragglers, One company patrolled thc Canale~
Jake Danao Trail.

During 4 plus 80, onec rcinforced platoon of the 32nd-
Infantry contactcd an cstinated 50 to 60 enenmy in the vicinity
of Liloan, These were taken under fire, but effeccted a with-
drawal. The 184th Infantry, less 184-3, from its ncw position
between the Panilahan and Talisayan Rivers conducted limited
patrolling northeast to a line running betwcen Pahagan and Libas.
This temporary liniting line was cestablished to pernit freedom
of cub spotted artillery fire. 18L=3, less onc company, patrolled
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for 2 OOO yards from Blllboy; ellmlnatlng mlnor enemy groups. w
Patrol of the Canale-lake Danao Trail by one coinpany wa s continued,
During the nlght hara551ng artillery flre wa s lald on Ponson
Island, :

| On A plus 81, four proV151onal port companies tqtalllng
825 men, dravm from combat troops of ‘the D1v1s1on, left for the
east coast.

1500 vards south of Bao, a COMpany of the 32nd Infantry o
received intense automatic weapons fire from well-concealed
enemy positions. The hostile group held its ground tenaciously
during the day, but withdrew under cover of darkness, 307-1
patrolled to. Liloan, Soong, and north 500 yards to Masin,
encountering an estimated 100 of the enemy. Small arms, mortar
and artillery fire killed 38 Japanese, and the remainder effected
a withdrawal, The 184th Infantry observed numerous enemy groups
in the sector between Libas and Maagonoc. One patrol of 18L-1 ~
reached the summit of Hill 4101, established an OP, and conducted
effective artillery fire on scattered groups of Japs.. 8h-2
sent three patrols to the headwaters of the Panilahan River, and
killed L5 Japs between Binabuyan and Pahagan, '18l4-3 patrolled -
to the vicinity of Lundon and establlshed a new base camp on the
Canale- Iake Danao Trail, .

During A plus 82, a relnforced comnany of the 17th Infantry ‘
discovered a large enemy concentration on a plateau located ina
deep gorge, approx1mately'2500 yards east of Purnta Blanca, Heary
artillery concentrations were placed on the area, killing at
least 100 Japs. A strong patrol descended into the gorge, bubt -
was unable to reach the plateau., The 32nd Infantry'malntaln d
one battalion in the vicinity of Punta Blanca. Three relnforced
companies were sent from thce Ormoc perimeter to destroy enemy
forces located in the ILiloan, Soong, lasin, Bao, and Catmon areas.
Near Bao, an estimated 150 Japs werc contacted, After losing
five killed, this enemy group retreated hastily toward Ilasin,

"where it ran into a Company of 307-1 already engaged with a group
of L0 Japs. Artillcry and mortar fire was placed on the larger
‘group, killing 40.  The remainder became completely dlsorganlzed :
and scattered, Patrols of the lBhth Infantry eliminated scattered
groups of stragglers, and the OP established on Hill 4101 placed
artllllrJ and machine gun firc on sevcrwl groups of enemy moving
north. : . _

_ on A plus 83, patrols of the l7th Infantry covered Hill
606 via the Tabgas River, the Calingatngan River, Candonaya via
the Sibugay River, and Kang Cainto. The patrol pushing toward:
enemy'concentratlons prefloosly locates cast of Punta Blanca
eliminated outlying encuy groups, but was delayed by extremely
heavy rain forests., 32-1, less one company, was rc¢lieved by
18L4~1, and displaced to the vicinity of Liloan. One company,
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relnforcei,patrolled the SoongsMasin area, encounterlnc and
annihilating a group of endmy in a bamboo thicket. One platoon
of 307~1 moved by DUKW to Puerto Bello, and thence to Binuhay,
Binoban, Ipil, Biasong, and returnedj crossmn the swampy area
west of Ormoc, without enemy contacts 18-2 dlspatched three
- patrols to the upper branches of the Panilahan River. 18L-3
initiated action to re-group its forces. One company patrolled
the lake Danao area extensively, and-a second company patrolled
the area west of Lake Danao. ‘ . : .

On'A plus 8k, General Yamagata's 26th Divisibn Headquarters
and units assembled under his command in the hills east of Punta
Blanca, began moving northwest through the mountains toward Lake .
Danao, their ultimate goal being the west coast of Leyte Penin=-
sula and eventual evacuation from the 1sland.

On this day, four combat patrols of tne 17th Infantry _
covered the area Palanas, Bacan, Tabgas, Calingatngan and Sibugay
Rivers, encounterin; few of the enemy. One company searched
the headwaters of the Panilahan River penetrating to a point -.
approximately 1500 yards north of Pahagan where it bivouaced for :
the night, Patrols operating farther south made no enemy con-
tacts The 184th Infantry, less 184-3, with 307-1 attached, . .
assumed responsibility for the defense of Ormoc, 184-3 commenced
assembly of its forces in the vicinity of Ipil for an assault
on' the Camotes Islands, to be known as the Sweet Potato Opera-
tion. The 32nd Infantry, relieved of defense of Ormoc, commenced.

- displacement of troops to the north, northeast and northwest to
continue mopping up operations in the northern portion of the
Division zone of responsibility. 32-1 from positions previously
held in the vicinity of ILiloan, sent two companies reinforced,
sweeping on a 2,000 yard front to Masin. Small enemy groups .
up to 30 men wetre eliminated, and by 1600, a perimeter defense
had been established at Masin, One company advancing on Bao,
engaged many enemy groups en route, and by 1600 had established
a perimeter blocking the Pagsungahan River Ford. .32-2 displaced
to the vicinity of Dolores: outposting the trail to Lake Danao
and Buena Vista., 32-3 outposted Biliboy and Canale. At 1930,

a hostile force of from 150 to 200, employing rifles, machine
guns, and knece mortars, made a strong night attack against the
perimeter of Company A near ibsini. Brought up sharply against
concertina wire of the final protective linc, the cenemy was taken
under fire, disorganized, and driven back, After réorganizing
their forces, and: evacuating some dead and wounded, the enemy by=
passed Company 4 and drove southwest. Approaching defenses of

Company B, the. Jap force was further decimated. by effective

artillery fire, and, remnants withdrew west, ‘

On A plus 85, the 17th Infantry pushed combat patrols as
far as 4,000 yards up the Panilahan River from Pahigan, 32-1,
patrolllng in the Tabugnapoc, Picoy, Colisao, Masin area, killed .
97 cnemy in numcrous small engagemonts. 32-2 in extensive patrol
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action covering the area from Cabulihan on Highway #2 to Hibunawan,
‘Dolores, Cablinan, Macalpe; and lake Danao encountered only 3.
enemy. Patrols of 32-3 operating from Dunghol made minor cnemy
contacts near lake Danao, 18li-3 remained in the vicinity of Ipil

~ in preparation for the Sweet Potato Operation. C ‘

On A plus 86, the 17th Infantry continued its effort to
locate and fix the Japanese 26th Division CP. -Effective artillery -
fire was placed on an estimated 100 Japs moving north in colum, '
and one company pushed through a lightly held eneny position.
Heavy, low-hanging clouds greatly impeded operations in the
mountain areas. Patrols of the 32nd. Infantry, sweeping north, -
northwest, and northeast of Ormoc, eliminated 58 scattered Japs.

a provisional amphibian company, composed of elements of the ‘776th
Amtank Battalion, and, the 718th and 536th Amtrack Battalions, .
completed assembly of vehicles near Ipil in preparation for the
Sweet Potato Operation. e - -

During A plus 87, the Special Task Force, composed of
18l=3, heavily reinforced,.sailed from Ipil at 0010, with the
mission of scizing the Camotes Islands, This force was embarked
on IVT's, LCM's, and LCVP's, Screened by PT boats, and covered
by P-LO's of the Fifth AAF, the movement to the objective was
completed without incident, and an unopposed landing on Ponson
Island was effected at OTL5., Advancing rapidly from the beach -
at Kawit, Company L drove northeast along the west coast to Dap=-
dap, and Company K pushed on the east coast to Montserrat., Both
companies immediately commenced intensive patrolling. Company '
I, waterborne in amtracks‘andAsupported‘by amtanks, landed at a
point approximately 1500 yards ‘southwest of Pilar and advanced
Tnortheast to that barrio. No resistance was cncountered during
the day. - - - ' S :

 The 17th Infantry continued its efforts to locatecthe: -
Japanesc 26th Division CPe Patrols of the 32nd Infantry encoun-
tered small enemy groups moving west across the.Ormoc Corridor,
and concealed among the western foothills. An additional '
provisional port company consisting of 100 officers and men
dravm from Division Artillery departed for the east coast,

. On A plus 88, the Special Task Force completed the ,
seizure of Ponson Island, and a strafing attack was made on Poro.
Tt was. evident that Japanese forces had evacuated Ponson, after

. systematically massacring most of the civilian populace.

By A-plus 89, the last of Colonel Tmabori's remaining
troops had completed their move west across the Ormoc Corridor
and assembled in a defensive position on the slopes of Mount
Naguang. Of the original 2,00C Japanese in the Canale area,
only 1,116 managed to reach Mount Naguang. These figures are
dravn from Colonel Imabori's official reports. lleanwhile,
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General Yamagata's unit moving. ‘horth from Hill hlo%ﬁhad reached
the southern end of lake Dana¢s Persistent American attacks,
coupled with starvation and disease, had reduced this group by

approximately 1,650. Yamagata's force now totalled approximately
2,000 starving and poorly equlpped troops.

During A plus 89, the Special Task Force completed plans
for the invasion of Poro. The 32nd Infantry continued aggressive
patrolling in its Zone of responsibility, in a detcrmied effort
to find and.destroy hostile remnants, and to locatec:amd block.:
enemy escape routes north in the vicinity of Lake Danao. 17-2
driving east with two companies, overran a. trail block strongly
held by approximately 75 Japse. One company annihilated an
additional group of 55,

v On A plus 90, the Special Task Forco 1n1t1atcd the second
phase in the seizure of the Camotes by landing on Poro Island at
0830, Driving ashore with two companies in the vicinity of Tudela,
the Force established a 1500 yard beachhcad by 1100, and swung
west, seizing the barrio of Poro. At 1950, an enemy plane bombed
and strafed the Tudela area. ' : '

The 32nd Infantry found little evidence of Jap act1v1ty
except near Lake Danao, Here patrols engaged 80 Japs defending
the trail at the south end of the lake, and killed L6, Guerillas
killed 13 out of 50 Japs found searching for food. Elements of
the 17th Infantry, driving east along”the northeast slope of
Hill 4101 killed 27 Japs and counted Lk prev1ously unreported
dead.

At 0730, on A plus 91, the Special Task Force CP on
Poro Island was bombed and strafed by one cnemy planc, Patrolling
was continued, and 15 Japs were observed and taken under fire
on the high ground northeast of Poro town,

On Leyte Island, minor enemy contacts were made, but in .
the vicinity of Hill thl operations were handicapped by slippery
trails, heavy rain, and 1lnlt0d visibility. :

During A plus 92, clecments of the Special Task Force
patrolled to San Francisco on Pacijan Island, and rcturning,
left one platoon to sccurc the causeway., Patrols to Kang Unit,
Tagis, and Mount Three Peak failed to contact enemy.

On Leyte Island, the 18Lth and 32nd Infantry regiments

- found only stragglers. In the vicinity of Hill L101, clements
of 17-2 reached the location of thc 26th Division CP, but found
the area descrted. One company, disposed astride the main trail
north, engaged and decimated two groups of enemy., .Apprecximotely
200 dead were found on the trail, Death was attributed to
starvation and disease, : : '
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~'eeé -On:A plus 93, General Yamagita commenced his movement
west from lake Danao toward Mount Naguangi = His route and
method of movement was similar to that employed by Colonel
Imabori, and progress equally bampcféd)by the activity of
American Forces. ‘ .

’ In theugamotés,‘the Special Task Force extended its
reconnaissance to Pacijan without enemy contact. On Poro,
Japanese Were ¢ncountered-on Hill 85k, R

" In the vicinity of lake Danao, clements of the 17th
Infantry killed L5 Japs and counted 300 dead scattercd along
. the trails. = = C : : ; ‘

o During A plus 9L, the Special Task Force continued opera-
tions on the rugged terrain between Poro and Tudela. Northeast
of Poro Tovm, the Japancse held commanding defenses, situated
‘on high ground and providing mutually supporting strong points. .
'8ix combat patrols supported by mortar fire probed these defenses
during the day. o R ' h

On Leyte Island, only minor enehy elements‘wére contacted;

S On A plus 95, troops on Poro Island continued to cngage

. enemy disposed.on the high ground between Poro Town and Tudela.
Company L drove northeast up the slopes of Hill 85k, engaging
a force of undctermined size, while a reinforced platoon of -
Company K engaged a small force slightly to the wost, A patrol -
to Esperanza made no cnemy contact, Artillery silenced hostile -
ficld guns and mortars which fired on the Battalion CP. . Lo

S During A plus 96, cnemy resistance on Poro grew ircreasingly . ‘
stubborn. Company I made an envelopment to the west of cnemy held : .
positions on Hill 85L, while Company L held on the south., Company

T encountered heavy smll arms and some artillery fire. Both

¢ompanics closed in but could not dislodge the: cnemy.

on Ieyte Island, there was indication of increased enemy '
activity west of Ormoc, A patrol of 307-1 engaged one enemy
‘group estimated at from 75 to 100,  32-2 displaced to the Pag=
sangahan River and two companies were disposed at Bao and Liloan
to prevent cnemy from crossing the river at these points. . '
- Companies L and M of the 17th Infantry dcparted by LSM for the
cast coast. 17-3 (minus) was relieved of defense of Baybay and
displaced to the vieinity of Damulaan. ‘

Following a friendly air strike on Poro Island at 0830,

of A plus 97, Company L rcsumed its attack to the north, assault-
" ing the south slopes of Hill 85L, while a platoon of Company I -
patrolled the northeast slopes in an effort to locate covered
routes of approach to the cnemy position. Intense small arms .
fire from conccaled spider holes held up the advance, and as ‘
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darkness fcll, positions wcre consolidated on fa*o&tﬁha ground,
Company K patrolled to Alta Vista, and having made mo teftact
bivouaced for the night in propurutlon for a coordinated attack
on Hill 85l. . .

Companies C and E of the 18hth Infantry, reclieved of their
position in the Ormoc perimetcr by Company.I, 17th Infantry, moved
by foot and motor to Soong where a basc camp was established. The
32nd Infantry in continued efforts to prevent mobllwzgtion of
enemy forces west of the Pagsunaahan River, movéd clements of
32-3, the Regimental CP and Special Units, to the vicinity of
Tambuco Road Junction, Along the river, trail blocks and out -
posts were established,

[

On A plus 98, the Special Task Force continued operations
against firmly entrcnched enemy on Hill 854, Following prepara-
tion by amtanks and artillery, Company K drove southwest in the
face of heavy fire from rifles, automatic wecpons and light
‘artillery, Advencing slowly against stubborn resistance, and
" closely supported by L.2" mortars, the company gained approxi=
mately 700 yards., Independent platoons of Company I rcconnoitered
both flanks of the enemy pos¢ulon, WhllC Company L held thc south-
west basc, of Hill 85L.

On Loyto Island, many scatteroa cnemy groups were chgoged
in sharp encounters west of Highwey #2, and othcr groups climin-
ated attcmptlng to cross.the road.

Durlng ‘A plus 99, the attack agalnst Hill 85l was pressed.
Company K resumed the advance southwest, and by 1500, following
intensive shelling by L.2" mortars and amtanks, had gained 500
yards against detcrmined enemy concealed in recessed splder -holes
on commanding heights., Iate in the afternoon, the advance was
stoppcd by intcnse and accurate fire from rifles, machine guns,
and two light artvillery pieces., Company I held the southern
slopes of the hill. On Pacijan Island, guerilla forces combed
as far as Union without. enemy contact,

On Leyte, numerous scattered cnemy groups were encounterod
along Highway #2, At least 15k cnemy werc killed and 16 POW!'s
taken., 17-3 Battalion Headquarters, and Cannon Company embarked
on LSH{'s for movement to the east coast for rehabilitation,

On A plus 100, the Spccial Task Torce continucd onoratlons
in the extremcly rubged terrain of Hill 854, The centcr of
encmy resistance having been fixcd in an area approximately 1800
yards long and 900" yards wide, heavy artillery laid harassing
fires throughout the night. . At agun, 75mm time fire from battery-
fired amtanks, and WP shells from 4.2" mortars paved the way for
ground troops. Company K resumed its advance southwest dowm the
slopes of Hill 85L, while Cumrany I, less two platoons, drove
‘northeast up the samc slopee Independent platoons of Company I,
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by aggressive patrol action and harassing fires successfully
contained the cnemy flanks, By 1700, the chemy pocket had
been further cdmpressed;bj approximtely 800 yards, and the
hostile forcec had suffered severe punishment, )

. During A4 plus 101, Company K continued to advance
southwest against small arms and machine gun fire from strong
cnemy defensive positions. In the course of the advance, one '
37mm gun, one 57 mm gun, and a light machine gun werc captured.

At 1430, a small cnemy counterattacking force was decimated, and
as a result of the day's action, the enemy pocket was rceduced by
approximatcly 600 yards, On Pacijan Island, patrols reached .
Esperanze without enemy contact, completing seizurc of the Island
‘Security of Pacijan was turhed over to Guerilla Forces. - :

On A plus 102, Company L of the Spccial Task Force, contained
the southwest end’ofithe enemy pocket, while Companics K and I
resumed the attack southwest ageinst stiff resistance. Considerable
progress was made, and fighting continued into the hours of darkmess.

On this date, the 900 remaining members of General Yamagata's
force reached the Japanese assenbly arca at Mount Naguang. Conse-
‘quently, the total estimated strength of the entire remnants of
the 26th and 16 Division then assembled on thc west coast of Leyte
was not more than 2,000 poorly equipped, ill-fed troops.

During A plus 103, at 0315, on Poro Island, 39 Japs
attacked the Battalion CP at the bridgehead of the Poro-Pacijan
Causcway. In a detcrmined effort to break through, this force
hit the perimeter in five different places, but the defcnses
held., At the same time, another group armed with satchel charges
attempted to destroy a platoon of amtanks in the near vicinity.
Tn this encounter, 18 Japs were killed and onc of the amtanks
slightly demaged. From positions held the previous night,
Companies I and K resumed the advance southwest at 0800, and by
1100 had joined Company L which was driving northeast, During
this advance no resistance was cncountercd, but 254 previously
unreported bodies were found, For the remainder of the period,
patrols failed to make any further contact. By 1800, the battdion
was closed in defensive positiors ncar Poro Towm, and the Camotes
Islands werc declared securcs o ' L

From A plus 104 to A plus 113, advance cloments of the
Division displaced to rehabilitation arcas on the cast coast of
Leyte. On A plus 107, the Special Task Force returned from
Poro Island, and integral units reverted to organizational
control, On A plus 113, defensc of the 7th Division zone of
‘responsibility was turncd over to the Amorical Division.
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During the mopping up phase of hlnn 11, t§§§51Vﬂ51on _
killed 6,382 Japs, and took il6 miots. During this period,
the Division lost a totdlof 91 officers and men killed in action,
and 316 officers and men wounded in action. Two large enemy
concentrations were attacked, pushed out of strongholds in the
eastern mountains, and forced to withdraw disastrously to the
west. An area of approximately 300 square miles was rigorously
patrolled and the Camotes Islands seized and secured.

During the entire King II Operation,;frqm 20 October 19LhL
to 10 February 1945, the 7th Infantry Division fought as a Division
over 37 miles, moved over 105 miles, and covered in reconnaissance
1,950 square miles, or 68,8% of leyte, including Panaon Island and
the Camotes Islands, .A total of 16,559 Japs were killed and 233
taken prisoner. 582 officers and men of the Division were killed
in action, and 2,102 officers and men wounded in action., The
Division suffered a total of 2,68l battle casualties, or 18,85%
of total strength; 6,68l non-battle casualties, recurrent, or
L43.9% of total strenﬁth A total of 9,368 casualties, or 6L% of
total strength, were suffered from all causes during the 110 day
period of combat, and 1,689 officers and men were evacuated.
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The beaches of lLeyte provided relatively few problems
for an amphibious assault, Calm waters in leyte Gulf, the
absence of reefs or coral heads, amd a favorable under~water
gradient permitted the smooth and unhindered landing of
persomnel and equipment. Directly inland from the beaches
however, the low-lying valley floor was dotted with heawily
overgrown swamp areas which formed serious obstacles to troop
movements, In addition, much of the Leyte Valley was cultivated
with flooded rice paddies, traversed by narrow unimproved roads.
This terrain condition necessarily canalized the movement of
heavy equipment at many points, and impeded the advance of
troops, particularly in the Buri area, and on either side of
the Burauen~Dagami Road., Occasion2l cans fields and bamboo
thickets provided effective concealment for eremy forces.
Roads themselves were too elementary in construction to support
sustained military traffic. With the commencement of heavy
rains, these roads rapidly deteriorated to the point of impass-
ability. :

The precipitous mountain range which runs north and south
and separates the eastern and western coastal areas of leyte,
formed a natural barrier to all but lightly equipped infantry
troops. Theso mountains were characterized by inter-lacing,
knife-like spurs and ridges, heavily over-grown with tropical
© foliage and cut by deep ravines,

Numerews révers fed by nearby mountain sources meandered
‘through the lowlands, and on the east coast temminated in flood
plains. With the advent of the monsoons, all watercourses
were subject to flash floods which washed out many of the locally
constructed bridges. On the east coast, streams were bordered
by swampy areas which made fording impossible in most cases.

On the west coast, a gravelly soil provided more natural fording
points, although these were in many cases affected by the rise
and fall of tides.
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Prior to the landing of United Statgs Forces, terrain
information of Lsyte Island was very linited, and existing
maps lacked completeness and accuracy, A, check of ground
distances ashore as compared with map distances revealed
 dnaccuracéies of up to fifty per cent, and stream courses .
‘wwore not as depicted. This cendition gave added urgency to
immediate and extensive terrain reconnaissance, :

The stepped up schedule of the King IT Operation did

- not permit couplete photographic coverage of the targot.
However, photos taken of inmitial obJective arecas c¢id provide
sufficient information for photeo interpreters to make an
accurate study of cnemy beach defenses., As operations pro-
gressed inland, the time delay necessiteted by developument,
‘delivery, interpretation and distribution of aerial photos
linited their value greatlys Good photos taken sufficiently
in advance would have saved many days of infantry patrolling.
Even at the completion of the operation, patrols were still
back tracking and searching their way among the many ravines
and forested ridges so poorly showm on existing maps. As eneny
forces were driven wostward into mountainous and heavily forested
areas, aerial photographs, although providing valuable terrain

- information, revealed only the largest enemy installations..

Effective Japanese carouflage contributed to this difficulty,
It is not necessary that complete strips of photos be given:
wide distribution. It is more important that photos of criti-
cal areas and of areas which are poerly mapped be printed in
sufficient copies that the small unit on the ground will have
a photo guide to the terrain, It is believed that further
coordination could be effected to accomplish aerial photograthy
with the planned requirenents of the ground foreces morc in -
mind, : L S

Aerial visual reconnaissance was provided relatively
early in the operation, and was used throughout in spot rocone
paissance of localized arcas, For this type of mission, the.
Artillery Iiaison Plane proved the most effective type of aire
eraft. Considerable stress rmst be laid on training pilots
and observers in concentrating on the information desired and
the neccasity for aceurate roports, On the other hand, G-2's
and S~2's must kecep pilots and observers infornmed of the tactical
situation, and specifically request those itens of information
- eurrontly needed. - : S . A -

: The ground reconnaissance plan for Division intelligence
units was mainly concerncd with long-range reconnaissance on
the flanks and in areas in which cneny contact hnd not yct been
- gained. On Ieyte, this Division operated on the south flank
of the Army -~ a flank particularly em osed because the initial
direction of attack envisaged a direct movenent westward with
a following movement to the north, No combat oclements were
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. The 7th Cava.lry,Reconnalssance Troop completely mechamzed,
with 10 M-8 Armored Cars, 9 1-29C Weasels and Jeeps, Was assigned
the mission of long-range reconnaissaziice to the south and south-
west, below the Daguitan River. ‘Vhenever possible, the Troop
operated with armored cars well forward. However, the condition

| ‘of roads and bridges, and dense vegetation made most patrols

dependent on the weasel and the Jjeep. Primarily, these vehicles
were used to provide transportation and a mobile base of fire for
foot patrols, This permitted coverage of a wide area, and by
providing heavy fire-power, effectively screened the left flank
from Jap reconnaissance activity. Bold thrusts to.the south.

~and southwest determined that the Abuyog Sector was clear, and

in conjunction with patrols. of the left-flank infantry regiment,

~ ascertained when enemy forces evacuated the vital la Paz area.

Mechanized movement across the. mountains to Baybay, and reconn-
aissance north and south of that point,. early determn.ned the

: lmlts of Japanese act:.vity on the West Coast. o

- After the Corps beach.head had been secured, contlnuous
comba.t patrolling by all units was necessary to fix enemy positions,
The value of information secured by patrols increased progress-
ively as patrol leaders realized the importance of reporting
fully not only information of the enemy, but.also details of
terrain, correct-place locations, distance and data regard:mg
roads, trails, and bridges.. Such reports are necessary in:

‘order that higher echelons may provide corrected maps giving . ’

 more detailed and complete information. - In order to forestall

B

duplication of effort, these data must be furnished units wh:z.ch
will subsequently operate in an area wh:.ch has already been:
patrolled. _

. It ha.s been found that confus:.on is. avelded and communl-
eation facilitated by daily assignment wi thin the Division of

‘block patrol numbers to reg:.ments. Regiments initially furnish
the size, type, des’oination, and route of each patrol together

 with its assigned number, . Thenceforth, the patrols are referred
Qto by number in all messages and reports. o :

A speclal aspect-of the Leyte Operation was the presence

: a.nd use of organized guerilla units. Guerilla troops had been

trained and equipped for raiding missions, reconnaissance,

patrolling, and maintaining surveillance on enemy groups through -

various civilian sources of information, - Although Cuerilla

. Headquarters restricted their actitvities to assigned sectors,

this did not decrease their value to United States-Forces. The
use of guerillas on combat patrols, ‘except as guides, was net
effective or even desirable, They were far more useful in -
locating the enemy, interviewing natives, and guiding the
American Forces which would actually engage the Japs in combat,
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Despite their shortcomings, which included inadequate training,
loose orgarization, and political jealousies, the assistance
provided by guerillas on Leyte added considerably to the rapid
completion of the campaign,

P
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The principal uses of water-borne reconnaissance were to
convey foot patrols from point to point, and to facilitate sur-
veillance of enemy activity in large and otherwise inaccessible
areas. IVT!s were used to transport combat patrols to points
along the west side of Ormoc Bay. Reconnaissance patrols,
operating from Panaon Island used both LCVP's and native craft
in maintaining the security of Panaon Straits and southern
Ieyte. The Tth Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop utilized native
craft in search of coast-wise areas and river courses. Native
craft were also used by the CIC Detachment in dispatching
guerillas to the Cuatro and Camotes Islands where enemy activity
was observed and reported upon,

ot
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In the King II Operation, standard methods of obtaining
combat intelligence were employed throughout,  The troops
themselves maintained a continuous flow of useful information
through the normal command channels allowing each S-2 to con-
solidate all available intelligence for his commander, Special-
ized intelligence personnel were free to perform their proper
functions in operation of distant reconnaissance patrols,

| INTELLIGENCE

' maintenance of OP's, search for documents, accampanying infantry

patrols when special sketches or reports were desired, and
assistance of language persomnel., Artillery aerial and forward
observers were extremely valuable sources of enemy information,
which was simultaneously reported to higher headquarters and
supported infantry units through artillery battalion S-2's ;
and liaison officers. The specialized experience of artillery
observers proved of great value in continuous confirmation and
correction of other intelligence repogts. ' '

: The presence on Ieybe Island of a large and almost com~
pletely friendly native population was a significant factor
in intelligence operations, Within the first few days of the

. campaign, it became apparent that reports from both organized

guerilla groups, and from civilians nust be treated with con-
siderable reserve., Natural eagerness to please the Americans,

- limited military knowledge, and a certain degree of language

barrier resulted in conflicting and inaccurate reports., It .
was early found that the best method of interrogating civilians
was through other Filipinos already proven reliable, Each
infantry unit was accompanied by several of these reliable
civilians, who were utilized successfully as interrogators
throughout the operation, Estimates of enemy strength were
the most imaccurate of civilian reports, and reports given by
guerilla officers were often grossly exaggerated. Many of the
natives selected to assist our troops were chosen by the
Division CIC Detachment. In some cases, CIC cent mpociallyy
selected natives behind the enemy lines in order to gain
specific information or to contact local leaders or guerillas,
Also, reports of the CIC concerning the political animosities
of guerillas assisted intelligence officers in the evaluation
of information. During the entire operation, the CIC supplied
G~2 with a great quantity of useful and accurate tactical
information. , '

_ In the first days of an amphibious assault, there is a
great need for obtaining copfirmation of previously gained
photo intelligence and for so developing a picture of the enemy
situation that there will be no delay in continuing the attack
beyond the established beachheads. The volume of operational
radio traffic necessary to control this phase requires that a
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separute Intelllgence Radio Net, including thc three regimental
S-2's, the Reconnaissance. Troop and G-2, be temporarily estab-
lished.

Prlor to the land:mg 5 photo-mtelll ence, aerial recont-
aissance and guemlla reports fixed major enemy installations,
troop d:.spo sitions, and the order of battle with considerable
accuracy. --For the first week, the principal information to
be obtalned from captured documents was the identity of small
units, and the location of more distant outposts. From priso=-
_ners information was secured regarding the location of p:l.llbo‘ces
and guns, the strengbh of urtlllcry, command post posn.tlons, :

- and plans for counto*"atuaclx. .

After the capture of Dagami, and untll the end of ‘the operation,
the importance of information: ‘obtained from document s and prisoners
increased greatly. With the landing of enemy reinforcements '
on the west coast, it became necessary to augment aerial and
guerilla 1nte111aence reports with specific data obtainable only
from prisoners or captured documents, -From these it was possible
to determine the number of enemy landed, the type and wality
of his equipment, 3 and hostile plans for defense and attack,

While there were a few occasions on which the enemy made an
effort to destroy documents, dog-tags, and other marks of -
identification which were subject to capture, it was generally
found that the usual Jap failure to take securlty *rnasureu
gave. us most of the materlal neoded. '

Ea.rly prlsoner interrogation by Nisei. Ianouage men W:Lth
the Reg:.ments and Division enabled commarders to act rapidly -
on current information. It was found however, that-a Language
Tean of 1 officer and 10 enlistéd men is entirely -inadequate
for a Division. There should be sufficient interpreters that
cach battalion commander may have ‘the benefit of immediate
- interrogation of prlsoners a.nd rough translatlon of mportant

documentu. ‘ : :

v In the interrogation of prisoncrs, G-2 informed the -

Language ‘Officer. of information desired. Interrogators were -
given free rein to adopt whatever aporoach they thought neccssary
in qucstn.onlng the individual prisoncr, This system is far more
effective than usec of the Nisel as merc irterpreters of questions
placed by an intelligence officer. The differcrce betwcen Orien-
tal and Occidental backgrounds and thought processces often con=-
fuses the prisoner when questioned in the lattzr manner.  In
addition, the kumiliation of the never-surrendor Jap, his physi-
- cal condition, and the circumstances of hig capture are all -

_ barriers which can be broken dovm only through faetful and under-
stanan.na 1ntc,rrogat:_on by a. mcm.’oor of hlu oWt iac,\,.

.~ .The. prellmnary socurlty of the Klnr 1T chmtlon was
guaranteed by the change of targct after cmberketion. Steps
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taken to prevent leakage of information at way-points were
normal with one exception. Since elements of the force were
cmbarked on many different ships, responsibility for security
after embarkation was placed upon troop commanders of ships,
rather than upon subordinate headquarters in the normal chain
of command,

Censorship regulations werc effectively disseminated
by the publication prior to embarkation of a memorandum con-
taining specific provisions to be followed during each phase
of the campaign. It is felt that Thenter Censors could further
simplify censorship regulations by additional study of the
security requircments of each campaign.

The presence of many civilians behind our lines presented
a serious security problems TWhile the bulk of these civilians
were friendly, some few remained pro-Jdapanesc, and many innocently
gave valuable information to the enemy when moving back and forth
between the lines. Every cffort was made to prevent this movement,
but the great number of civilians, and the large arca involved
made truly effective control impossible,

The CIC Detachment Worked tirelessly at the enormous task
of sorting out suspect ecivilions, goining tactical information
from matives and guerillas, and maintaining port sccurlty on
the entire west and south coast of Leyte.

Although the Detachment had been increased by SOWESPAC
for the King II Operation, its strength was still insufficient
for the problems at hand, The major CIC task of contacting
gucrilla leaders, and keeping G-2 informed of probable reliability
of individuals, would have been eliminated by the attachment to
the Division of ‘Guerilla ILiaison Officers prior to the landing.
Had the Division been dealing with a large cnemy civilian group,
the strength of the CIC Detachment would have been totally in-
adequate. Suffieient CIC personnel should be available in
higher echelons to rclicve Division CIC personncl of responsibility
for arcas which the Divigion has cleared, '



PSYCHOLOGIGAL iARFARE

During the King II Opecration, this Division enjoyed
unusual success in capturing combatant officers and men of the -
‘Japancse Army.. In effecting these capturcs, propaganda and
surrender leaflets locally prepared by Nisei of the Language.
Team were of the utmost value, Considerable propaganda -
material was furnished to the Division prior to landing. Of
this material, surrender passes proved useful, but accompanying
literaturc did not fit the situation. 1In most cases, the text
ridiculed the Japanese Air, Naval, and Ground efforts and was
accompanicd by caricatures of Japancse soldicrse It is apparent
that this type of propaganda would not be relished by the Japa nese,
and would only serve to insult and spur them to greater resis
tance, Captured diaries and prlscners' stutements have empha—
31zed thlu fact, : g

Surrender requests which were dropped consisted of mimeo=
~ graphed statements which took. into consideration the tactical
Situation at that particular time. These werc prepared by a
Nisei of the Division Interpreter Team who had an excellent
knowledge of enemy psychologye« His statements were sympathetic
in mood, and directed to both officers and men, yet considcred .
the dlffcrcnt mental attitudes of these two groups, Pamphlets
were dropped by cub planes and scattered by patrols. In all
_cases, they placed in areas selected by S-2's and G-2, often
being dropped on a pin-pointcd group of the enemy.

) Occasion did not arise for the cffective usc of loud-
speakers, Terrain permitted withdrawal and dispersion of the
enemy and thcre were few instances when battlc-weary groups of
Japanesc became cornered in caves and shelters,

In the future, surrender propaganda should be prepared °
either by Nisei or with the collaboration of Nisci. Very few
Caucasians Imve the necessary insight into oriental thought
~processes to produce effective leaflets. In writing propaganda
lcaflets, a thorough understanding of Japanesec psychology is
' necessary., The writer must understand the background and
indoctrination of the Japanese soldicr, and how he is most
likely to react under certain circumstances, Intimate familiar-
ity with the language is necessary because the Japanesc arc
scnsitive to camposition, especially that pcrtaining to honorifics.
Existing propaganda lcaflets have a tendency to address them in
a somewhat juvenile mamnncr, Leaflets must put the situction to
the Japancsc on a mon-to-man basis. Reaction to stock propaganda
is indicated by a captured document in which the statement appears:
WThe cnemy is dropping numcrous propaganda leaflcts. They scem
to ridicule our military establishment, and wc must do evcry- :
‘thing to show them how we can fight", e

. : ¢



Secret

S Propaganda. lea.i‘lets haVG essentlally a tr:.ple purpose, : . ‘
Their aims arc to capturc cnemy military or civilian personncl -

as a means of gaining military information,-to undermine .
morale in order to cause dissension and: dlsunlt.y within enemy
‘lines, and-to facilitate the mopping up campaign by persuading
the ‘enemy. to come in to us, relieving our troops of thc costly
and time=consuming task of hunting down 1nd1v1dual survivors
1n 1nacccssa.blc pos:.tlons. Saal : o

Somo POW's have pomted out especially effective: items
. within the message which should be emphaswed. .Some - have asked -
~ that points be deleted. The net result is Anprovement in the
~.eyes of POW's with whose point of view wé are most concerned..
Most of them say that locally prepared propagwnda has had a
marked effect. within their units, r(,qulrlng officers to issue
orders that leaflets may not.be picked up. . One well-cducated K =
‘prisoner who had held reuponable positions in Japanese civil ' _
life stated: "The contents of the propaganda leaflet gaw, me ‘
a new meam.ng in llfe > therefore I came out." _ o

, The i‘ollow:.ng order of presenta’c.:.on in situ: ation or.
appeal propaganda has been found effect:.ve. L

1. Address to the enemy off:.cers ‘and men stressmg our
respect for their bravery in the face of tremendous hardships.

2. A brief outline of the situation confronting them in
their immediate front, and the situation as a whole, Stress
the futility of furthcr resistance, and the desire of our forces _ /
to stop useless slaught.er. T . ‘ _ .

3. The purposc of llVlng through the war is the mbs’c ime
portant item to stress. Dare them to live through this wor,
to work for the rcconstruction of Japan, Tell them that it is
the most patrlotlc gesturc to their Emperor, and that death is
but an-escapes Clarify our trcatment of POW's to counteraét
the horror stories with which they have been indoctrinated.  Tell
them that when the United Netions win the war, they will be
‘returned home to Japan and that the outcome of the war will deter =
thelr people from hua.pmg dlsg“ace upon.. them.

o 44 Sympathy and und crstan.dlng of thc:u 51tuatlon nmst be

< written sincerely, and appeals should be. made to officers to -

 pardon their men if thoy come out. The fact-tiot we will pro-
. vide them with good food, clothing and medical attention should

“be made clear, Point out that Américans may be “devils" in
combat but otherv ise arc. TOTtMMlkC in cheracter.

S.J Condltlons of surrender should be wra_ttcn tactfully.
. The word "“surrcider" should be avoided if possa.ole.
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In the composition of surrender leaflets, it is well to
bear in mind that Japanese Troops arc forewarned about propa-
ganda and arc indoctrinated never to surrcndcre To break
through this shell, ecach mcssage must be composed flawlessly, .
so that Japanesc officers can find nothing to use against us,
while enlisted men camnot deny its logic. '
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No new methods of enemy attack were encountered in the
King IT Operation. In general, the Japs have tried two main
types of attack, 'One type, very similar to our own, utilized a
base of fire with supporting weapons, registered artillery and
mortar preparation, and infantry fire and movement. Usually, the
preparatory fire was absent and many such organized attacks: were
conducted without artillery or heavy mortar support. In either
case, these attacks failed due principally to the terrific fire
power of our infantry and artillery. ’ _

JAPANESE OPERATIONS °

Captured orders indicated that many of the enemy attacks -
had been well conceived, but often insufficient troops were avail-
able at the time of attack, Continual harassing by artillery and
air resulted in dispersion of Jap reserves and interruption of his
communications., In most cases, his well planned schemes failed to
come off. Documents repeatedly indicate that a unit failed tg -
receive its orders, or that ahother unit could ot réach the
- appointed place on time, or that artillery had created high casuval-
ties in equipment and men, On the other hand, there are indica-
tions that 'some Jap Commanders failed to realize the force neces-
sary to stage an attack against American fire power, g o

The other general type of attack was the localized charge,
in which the enemy attempted, by sheer weight, to penetrate our
defenses, Some such charges were evidently the organized attempts
of small units to accomplish their missions; others were the
fanatical rushes of yelling men. The latter were generally
executed when the enemy was in a desperate situation. Again our
fire power all but annihilated the enemy, o »

The enemy made many attempts at infiltration, which he
considers a tactic of either attack or defense. The objectives
were artillery pieces, planes,’ supply dumps, CP's, and other
key installations. In one enemy regiment, each company was
required to have in operation at all times two or more groups of
“from 6 to § men whose mission it was to make such- infiltrations,
using satchel charges and grenades. In one case only was such
an infiltration successful, when a 105mm howitzer was satchel=
charged by two Japs while covered by a rifle-firing diversionary
group. In another case, paratroopers who had succeeded in get-
ting through our perimeter whistled and sang while booby-trapping
two of our cub planes. The same ruse failed to work when they
attempted to pass back through the lines. ~Except for these two
examples, all attempts at infiltration were partially or entirely
disrupted by tight night perimeters. . g '

- The usual tenacious Jap defense was encountered on Leyte,
The enemy dug in well and used the maximum number of automatic
weapons available. However, fields of fire were usually sacri-
ficed for cover and concealment - a factor which made. hostile 7/

-
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pd‘{s::.tlons extremely dlfflcult to 1ocate. This was offsot by the
‘fact that automatic weapons did not cover all sections of the -

protective lines. ' The Japanese did not register artillery and.
mortars in front of their pos1t10ns , nor did they mass the fires
of these weapons, They built successive lines of- defense, . and
dug alternate positions; they covered their automatic weapons
with riflemen and so placed’ machine guns that" the,; eovered one
another, But when attacked from an unexpected quarter, these
defenses often crumbled in short order. : .

 Many locﬂl countef‘e.tt.acl’s were made s but these were
usually so poorly execcuted that the attacking force was quickly
destroyed or dispersed. Since the terrain permitted withdrawal,
there was no necessity for last-dltch suicidal stands, but the
enemy did occasionally relnforce an untenable posrblon untll é.ll o
of the dmenderq had been ks.lled. ,

Use of mlnes and demolitions wa.s poor, with mlneflelds '

hastily and obviously lald.

There were no new - enemy weapons encountered during the
operation, though many types of Japanese, Ameritan, and British

‘weapons, (captured during the campaigns of 1941-1942) werc avail=

able, ‘The cnemy was well equipped with artillery of calibers up
to and including 150mm, Howevcr, Japanese gunnery and. tactical

technique again.proved remarkably undeveloped and 1nefi‘ect1v<,. .

Guns were used . cingly, in pairs, and only in rare instances as
batteries. Gun positions were well constructed, but often’ so.
sclected as to allow limited fields of fire, - The Japanese
exhibited a marked preference for direct la.y:.ng. Elaborate fire
control instruments and compubing devices were captured, but there
were few indications from delivery of fire that they were used., g
Fires were not massed. Only one instance is rccorded of an actual
adjustment. being made and followed by a concentration of fires
Although' the -enemy held terrain more favorable for observation-

_than that occupied by friendly artlllory, this advantage was not

utilized, POW's indicated that only ro.relv was the forward
observer equlpped with comun:.c“t:.ons. .

 ilost Jap weapons are lnfCI‘lOI‘ to our own. HOWGVCI‘,Fl'b
was poor employment rather than ‘poor des:.gn whlch was partly
respons1b1e for our low- casualty r:xtc. : ‘

Inltlally, encmy reserve stores of dmmnition and other )
suppllcs were large for the original Leyte Garrison. °Howcver,

- the Japancse did not have sufficicnt reserves to supply or re-

supply the new divisions which were thrown into ‘this campaign. -
Thus it was necessary for these.élements to bring with them all
supplies possible. Navy and Air attacks against Jap shipping .
completely disrupted this supply plan, and only a limited quantlty
of supplies could be brought ashore. In many cases, artillery
pieces or the larger n.nfantry weapons could not be landed.

A
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- The Japanese had relied upon a poorly developed road net and
a small amount of transportation for the movenment of supplies,:
Their véhicles were for the most part two-wheel drive trucks of
American manufacture, totally incapable of movement through muddy -
and shell-torn terrain, In the mountainous areas, animals could .
not” have been used satisfactorily even had a sufficient number
been available. An effort was made to cache all types of supply

-at convenient points along routes of .advance and withdrawal, but
‘the amount in these dumps was entircly inadequate. :

The enemy was almost entirelyv dependent “upon hand-carried ‘
Supply during most of the operation, but the force which was employed
was entirely too large for successful use of. this method, :

, As the Japs withdrew, supplics which had been moved forward -
could not be taken with them, and consequently our route of ‘
advance was litteredb with Jap equipment,‘amunition, and food,

The systematic destruction of dumps by our artillery and
air insured complete failure of the Japancsc supply system, How="
ever, it is doubtful if they could have supplied their troops
successfully even without this continual harassment., It is not
believed that the Japanese system or equiphent would have been
equal to the task, : I .

Just as the enemy were not able to move supplies forward,
so were they unable to evacuate their persomnel and equipment to
the rear, The Japanese made every effort to evacuate their wounded,
and during the early part of the campaign were relatively success-
ful., Iater on, they werc forced to abandon both wounded and sick,
and left entire hospitals with hundreds of patients to fend for
themselves., While as yet there is little supporting evidence from
documents, it is doubtful that any real system of evacuation was
ever put into offect. Evacuation centers and large hospitals

were improvised, but these werc feeble cfforts, Whenever possible,
the dead were buried in hastily prepared graves. : ~

Iack of prior planning and inadequate equipment doomed the
Japanese evacuation attempts to failurc. It is possible that the

~ high command intended to gamble everything on a successful advance,

It is more probable that thc cntire system of supply and cvacuation
was inadequate, and would have been so despite disastrous losses
to both shipping and dumps, . T :

-The Japanese again demonstrated great carc and ingenuity in
conccalment and the use of camouflage., utilizing protection =
afforded by terrain and vegetation to the utmost. They soon
realized that to move when under observation by an Artillery Cub
revealed a positioh and drew artillery fire, and orders were
issued that Cubs werc not to be fired upon for fear of artillery
retaliation, Consequently, it was often extremely difficult for
acrial observers to spot cnemy troops. No new cnemy technique
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of camouflage or concealment has been noted during this opemtion. .
v \

lMost of the Jap units appeared to be well trained. The
1st and 26th Division wers ra.Led among the best in the Japangse
Army.- However, their erratic tactics and unpredictable actions
often made it difficult to deétermine whether poor training or
stupidity was responsible for many of their actions.. liarksmanship
~was generally inferior to our own, though these troops boasted
many better shots ther the Naval Garrison units cncountered on
Pacific atolls. There were indications that the enemy had been
trained in various techmiques, :such as the usc of artillery, yet
in most cases he failed to utilize eithcr equipment or training in
battle. His boasted ability m.bh the bayonet has yet to be. proven,
In the latter phases of the operatlon, some- chemy werce encountercd
with very little training, and ‘Iittle desire to stand end fight our
troops. Initially, the pﬂy51cal endurance and moralec of the enemy ;
- was excellent, But as’ his attacks were repulsed with heavy casualties, ‘
and he was forced to withdraw leaving many of his weapons and supplies
behind, a large number: beceme weak from hungcr and ey osure, Conse- <
quently, his morale, in most cases, became low, and individual sol-
diers were increasingly susceptible to propaganda. Many cases of  °
voluntary surrender are recorded; soldicrs deserted the officers
who were still trying to hold together and make effective the
remnants . of organized units, It is belicved that this attitude is
far more typical of the average Japanese soldier than is the
- fanatical bushido encountered in small island warfare. On a small
island, no other attitude is possible. However, this doecs not mean
that the great majority of Japanese soldiers will not fight to
the bitter end, regardless of hungor, casualties, and loss of .
supplics. Thore were very few cases where officers were not - - .
fanatically devoted to their mission - and as long as any officers 2
remain alive, the remna nts of a Jap force are capable of determined
action, ' : ’ o

/
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TACTICS |

During the initial and 01081no stages of the opcr . bion
the Division in most cases attacked with two regiments abreast,
and one in reserve., During the greater part of the operétion,,
the tactical situation dictated numerous independent actions of
subordinate units. Ordinarily, these independent actions, al-
though requiring coordination and control by Division, did not
constitute a concerted tactical Division effort. Among the sub-
ordinate units, the most frequently uscd formation was two units
in the attacking echelon, and one in r@scrv The attack in
column was also adopted wﬁon operating in a narrow zonc of action
or in those cases where the location of hostile positions was
indefinite, '

Expericnce of Division Artillery units indicates that in
most cases the use of a Diamond or "Wi" formation by firing bat-
teries is most effective in facilitating all-oround firc, and in
providing local security. ‘Battalion CP!s were normally ccntrolly
located between the Plrlng b&tterles. '

Tle relief of front-line units during the King TI Opcration
was not particularly. dlfflcult since enemy pressure at no time
wa s suf¢101on* to 1ntorfcro with the mocnanlcs of the cxecutlon.

During the early stubes oE the operatlon, many attacks
were made with battalions in column, and it was normal for the
leading clement to be reclicved daily,

, The most common method employed for relicf was the passage.
of lines, in which the reclieving unit would move up in rcar of
the unit being relieved just prior to dusk. The following morning
the passage of lines would be éxccutedwith the unit T“lluVCd
supporting the advance from its position.:

Hight operations were limited to the perimetcr defense,
Use of ncw type concertina wire, trip flares, and the 60mm mortar
illuminating shell, in conjunction with supporting auwbomntic
weapons, mortars, and artillery fire completely thwarted Jap
Banzai night attacks. In three attacks on successive nights against
two battalions, the - encmy, although possessing overvwhelming supcre
iority was thrown back with extreme losses, some units being deci-
mated.. Since it was always possiblc to reach ground favorable for
a jump-off on the following day, major night offensives were not
~undertaken by our forces. Night attacks would have been relatively
unprofitable. Extremely dense undergrowth would have made the
coordination of ‘night attacks extremely difficult and greatly
limited the usc of artillery and other supportlng'wcagono. Sure
prisc would not have becn obtained, since at thoe closc of each
dey's opcrations, close contact had been established between the
opposing forces. Nowhere has it been more clearly demonstrated
that the coordimated attack of American Forces by daylight can
consistently overcome the best organized Japancsc oppositions
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Tho close night pcrlmctor is an c¢fect1ve countcr measure to night
infiltration.and assault, and the consistently ineffcctive Jap
artillery and air activity does not constlnutc a threut to this
type of p051tlon. ‘

Iocal socurlty'of tho attacklnﬁ cche lon WS obt11nod by

" the. employment of security patrols to thc front, ilanks, and -

rear, In the attack, contact. patrols were mwlntdLHQd bctwccn
adJaccnt unlts, and gtrong p@trols operated on e cd flanks.

oocurltv of forward arcas vas prov1dcd by'D1v131on roscrve
combat- elements supplemented. by scryvice troops of the assault units,
These defenses were normally coordinated under Divisien supcrvision,
and responsibility for tho entire area dclcgatcd to an offlcer of

A

Roar ochclon egtabllghmpnts and CP's plOVldCd thelr own

- perimeter defensts, maintaining 50% alert during the hours of

dorkness. Tocations of organic scrvice units and CP's whenever

" possible were selected so that front-linc troops automatically:

covered the main routes of approach into the installations. The
problen of security for rear echelon establishments was increased
Dby the activity of cncmy termite patrols in areas occupied by .-

“scrvice unitss A Provisional Headquarters, provided with radio’

cand wire communications, and organized for the express purpose of

defending the MSR, coordinated the defenses of service units,
Intorior guards, road blocks, bridge guards, and outposts along ™
trails leading into the rear area and the ISR werce ¢sta bllshcd,

and night motor patrols maintained. As a further measuro, the

Ambank YSmm Howitzers were registered in on the flanks ox :rea
. arcas at llkoly avenucs of aoproach. L ‘ S

Dofenoo of landing beaches WA s accompllshcd by‘tnc Enplneor
Shorc- Party.Group supported by amtanks and ambracks organizced for
beach -defensc under Division Control.. The Commander of the 11L0th

.Englncor Group was designated-as the responolo“c officer to coor=-

dinate defense missions. of all units occupylng the beach areas”

The . fWat marshy tcrrmln and poor v131L114 gncourtercd
during initial stagesuof the operation, permitted ery'llmltod

~cmployment of automatic weapons for overhcad fWTuo and firing

through gaps. Thercfore; ~the usual practice was to place the
light machine guns and automntic weapons well up in- the front

lines. and the heavy machine guns to cover tho flanks. On.the

“western side of the Island during the later stages of the opurutlon,’

terrain permitted the normal employment ‘of heavy machine guns.
Weapons were: emplaced on high ground from which positions flank-

ing and ovcrhead fircis could be delivered and . the Flanks protccted

against envclopment, The light machine gun and automtic rifles

v‘movca forward with thc assault cchelons prepa rcd to furnish

,supportlng firecs on targets at close rangc. Durlnv duyllght hours

'
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when the ttack was stoppod for rcorganizatlon, or othcy reasons,
normal OP's were ostabllshoa,A.nd automatic weapons emplaced.

Supportkng artillery closnly followcd by assxzult troops was
used extensively. The effectivencss of this flre cnabled attack-
ing infantry to seizc. many well-organized, heavily manncd, and
cxcellently disposed hostile dcfensive positions with. llght
casualties, In the defense, the careful rcgistration of artillery
fires in close proximity to front linecs was extrbzciy‘0¢fcct1ve
in repulsing and decimating attacking cnemy forccs. Harassing
missions fired against distant targets, disrupted enemy communi-
cations and observation; prevented construetion of aGditional
- defensive p051t10nq in depth, and disorganized the movcment of

reserves, = '

During the initialﬂstages of thc operation, naval aircraft
on call were readily available and cémmunication through the JASCO
AGL Teoms was excellent., However, the terrain so limited obser-
vation by ground troops that extensive use of close support aire:
strikes was difficult. In the few instances when close support
~ missions were flowm, accuracy was superior and re ults'oxccllcnt,
~particularly in bombing and rocket strlkos against log pillboxes,
Numerous air strikcs werc made against hostile rcar arca installa-
tions, and although it is difficult to cstimate the exact amount
of damage inflicted, it is reasonably certain that cnemy communi-
cations werc disrupted, and many artillery and supply instelletions
destroyeds A's personnel of this Division were trained primarily .
'in the coordination of Hewval air strikes, a change to Army Air.
Forcc methods caused some difficulty. This was aggravated by the
unusual number of high: priority missions which the air force was
called upon to fly and which limited the aveilability of support
aircraft, However, all Army Air Force missions that were flown
gave superior resulis.

On thc one occasion that terrsin permitted, tanks were em-
ployed in battalion strength to spearhead the infantry -attack.
For the greater part of the operation, tanks werc camalized by
terrain difficulties, At these timcs, it was found most advantage
cous bo attach tanks to an infantry unit noxmrlly on a basis of one
company to a rcgiment, lcaving tanks in assembly arca close to the
front to be brought forward for a specific mission. On tic come—
pletion of cach mission, they returncd toi the assembly area.  There
were two main types ol mission upon which tanks werce cmployed:
first, the reduction of cnemy pillboxes; and sccond, flushing out
bamboo thickets. In the latter casc, infantry advanced with the
tanks in order that mutual protection might be obtained.

During the landing phase, naval gunfirc again-deponstroted
its extreme effectiveness in neutralizing all hostile beach defense
emplacements and rear arca installations. = Once our own supporting
artillcery had landed, naval gunfire was employed mainly to place
heavy concentrations and harassing fires on known cnemy installa-
tions in. rear areas.
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EFFECT J.VENESS OF HEAPONS

Employment of weapons on Leyte Island has demonstrated
the peculiar effectiveness of some foruse against the Japanese
in this climate and terrain, and has also emphasized certain
weaknesses, Basic United States Army Weapons have continued to
prove themselves entlrelj‘setlsfactory, and in every case,
markedly superior to those parallel weapons with which Japanese .
Forces are armed. The relative effectiveness of mechanically
adequate Japanese weapons was considerably diminished by the
manner of their employment. .In many cases this was evidenced
by limited tactical flexibility and ir the case of field artil-
lery, by a basic deficiency in the science of gunnery.

In consideration of American weapons, certain salient
features have been noted. The ,30 caliber carbine has proved
entirely satisfactory with the exception that bluing on both
weapon and magazine continues to be markedly inferior.

BAR's proved to be‘oarticularlysvaluable when employed
two to the squad. The increased fire power which bhey'prov1ded
wa.s espe01a11y efpectlve in night defense.

Among grenades, the fragmentation type was most favored
by our troops, with the offensive and phosphorus next in order,

During this operation, the 60mm liortar with T18E6 tube
and M2 base plate, bipod, and sight, weré employed. This
weapons has not proved as efficient as the 12 Mortar, since it
is less accurate.,

The 8lmm Mortar contimes to retain high estimation as
a close-supporting infantry weapon. An ammunition ratio of
- 80-10-10 for light, heavy, and smoke is desirable in this area.

The tactical situation required use of the bazooka in
relatively few instances. The weapon however, was effective in
knocking out several light tanks and in attacking coconut log
pillboxes.

The 37mm Gun was used only occasionally, since there were
few hostile armored vehicles, and because extreme. difficulty was
experienced in manhandling it into positions from which effective
fire could be placed on enemy machine guns and pillboxes. On the
relatively few occasions when the 37mm Gun could be emploveu for
the. latter purpose, 1ts extreme accuracy gave excellent results,

Use of the flame thrower ¥2-2 was limited by lack of suit-
able targets. As an incendiary weapon against bamboo thickets
and shacks in which hostile groups were concealed, it was highly
effective, A high mortality rate of this artlcle~das sustained
even with its limited use. The general construction is too fragile
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to w1thstand normal combat condltlonu. Flame thrower packing '
. boxes are. not serviceable after repebted wettings under field o
COI’ldlthl’lS.v Flame thrower tanks were of little value. The - ' .
tanks being old models, proseated a maintenance problem, and
frequent: mechanlcal failures of the flame thrower itself made
~employment eytremely'llmlted. ' :

-
’

_ The Chemical Mortar, L. 2", is an efferIVO acconpanV1ng
‘Weapon when attached to assault infantry elements., It s .
adversely affected however, by certain mechanical dcflclen01ee._
Elevating screws bend, and recoil and counter-recoil springs lose
elasticity when the. mortar is fired at maximum or near-masdmum
range. The base plates are too small and the base of the stan-
‘dard is too short, which results in burying of the mortar and
tlltlng of the base plate durll“ long—ranve flrlng.o S

The callber .50 uhcllno Gun conbinued +o beva'highly.
effective weapon against ground targets, and in the experience
of this Division on Leyte, was. the only Weapon which DI‘OVCd , .
dtself agalnst lowaflylng alrcraft. L ) .

,  The }-8, Self-Propelled How1tzer, due to its. sdperlor'
moblllty, proved to be the most effective close-support 1nfantry
weapon in the reduCulon of plllboxes. :

Lt

nbdlum tanks were. the most effectlve of all Weapons in
redu01ng enemy. plllooxes.\ In many'lnstances, medium tanks were
successful in destroylng covered emplacement which had withstood
intensive artillery concentrations. The major weaknesses demon-
_strated were marked lack of mobility in swampy terrain, and a
tendency to throw tracks when moving onto soft shoulders.

. The moblllty'of light tanks proved superior to that of

mediums, However, their light armament is not adequate to effect
reduction of coconut log pillboxes - a mission Vhlcﬁ accompanylng
tanks are frequently'callod upon to perform°

Demolltlone were not ueed extens1vely'by'tn¢s Division on
Leyte Island. However, patrols found them of considerable value
in the destruction of enemy ammunition captured.in inaccessible
locations, ard not poss1ble to salvage cdue to tactical exigencies. -
- On several occa31ona, field artillery units cmployed demolitions
in cutting dovm trees in rapid clearance of fields of firec, Prima-
~cord and half pound block charges of TNT werc very effectlvo for -
this purpose. :

All organic field artlllery battalions of the 7th Infantry
Division were equipped with the 105mm howitzer. A minimum of mech-:
anical difficulty was experienced with this weapon, and the speed,
accuracy and effectiveness of its fire was of 1nest1mabl value
© during all\phases of the operation. Despiteinumerouvs trials, VP




smoke proved unsuitable for burning buildings, canec, or hamboo

in this climate. Against personnel however, it was highly effec-:
tive, During the attack on Dagami, WP fire drove enemy from covered
emplacements into standing type open foxholes where the fire of

time shell inflicted extremely high casualties. Prisoners stated
that artillery is the most feared ard ccadly wespon of th American
Army.

Although the 105mm Howitzer is in itself a superior weapon,
a definite need for the 155mm Howitzer, 11-1, does exist within the
Division for general support missions, The general support batta-
lion of the Division was armed with 105mm howitzers instead of
155mm howitzcrs becavse the original plan called for an operation
involving the crossing of a coral barrier reef where the 105mm
“howitzer, DUKW-borne, would have been easier to land and supply
with ammunition. The character of the beach on Leyte was such
that 155mm howitzers could have been landed easily in LCOi's,
There were many occasions when the greater range and striking power
of 155mm howitzers could have been used to great advantage.

90mm AAA Guns, when not engaged in ant1~a1rcraft fire, were
employed and registered by artillery cub planes against distant
ground targets. The extreme accuracy of this weapon and its
ability to deliver an intense volume of fire gave excellent results,

155mm Gun Batteries of the United States Marine Corps were
attached to the Tth Infantry Division durln early phases of the
operation, and delivered extremely effective fires against cnemy
installations in the Dagami area. They were later re placad Dy
a 155mm Gun Battalion of Army Artillery.



AIR SUPPORT

Alr support during ti.e King II Operation was provided by
aircraft of the United States Navy, and Allied Army Air Forces.
During initial stages of the operation, the following missions
were successfully executed by aircraft of the Naval Air Arm:

The fast Carrier Groups as directed by the Commander
Third Fleet made air strikes against the objective area on A
minus 3, A minus 2, A minus 1, and &4 Day. On A Day, the
Commander Support Aircraft, Central Philippines, through the
Attack Force Commander Support Aircraft, coordinated these strikes
with local air group strikes and naval gunfire. The A Day strike
against leyte was completed by 0900,

Carrier Based night fighters were over the objective area
beginning on A minus 3 and continued through A plus 5 when they
ceased to be available. . :

Commander Task Group 77.L furnished CVE based aircraft and
air spotters for operation in support of the assault. Aircraft
assigned this mission were controlled by Commander Task Group 79.

Naval Gunfire spotting was conducted by VO-VCS aircraft
from fire support ships. :

At lanus Island, 3 Division air observers drawn from infantry

. regiments joined the Naval Air Arm under the Commarnder Support

Aircraft and sailed on three separate carricrs, These observers
were briefed with naval air personnel. Beginning at dawn on A
Day, and continiing through A.plus L, Division observers main-
tained continuous observation during daylight hours, reporting
friendly and enemy front-line positions, enemy activity, and
pertinent terrain information, This intelligence was of great
value. On A plus 5, the Support Aircraft Carriers were engaged
with the Japanese Fleet, and Division Air Observers ceased to
be available. This naval engagement also marked the end of naval
air support for ground forces, '

Each infantry battalion and higher echclon, as wsll as
the artillery command, was furnished an air iiaison party, suit-
ably trained and equipped to keep the Commander Support Aircraft
informed of profitable targets in their respective areas. The
Air ILiaison Party coordinated the artillery and air effort with
Division Artillery., It was habitually able to inform the Comman-
der Support Aircraft what targets were under fire, and when ordered
by competent authority, was able to check artillery fire to permit
air attack. Each liaison party carried suitable panels -for supple-
‘menting radio direction of aircraft to designated targets., These
- panels were removed immediately upon completion of each strike,
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*oll‘ovﬁ.ng- the withdrawal of naval'aircraft, air support -

_ for the Sixth Army was provided by the Fifth AAF. Within the Div-
' ision, strikes werc arranged and coordinated by the Liaison ’ .

Officer, Fifth AAF, prescnt at the.Division Command Post.
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 NAVAL GUNFIRE

Throughout the period of -Naval Guafire Support, the
7th Division Naval Gunfire Officer worked directly under the
Commanding General, Tth Division Artillery, to whom responsi-
bility for all artillery fires, including Naval Gunfire, was
delegated, and in close liaison with CTG 79. 1, who acceded to
his rgcommendatlons and suggestions in all 1nstances.

. Commencing on A minus 3 and continuing until A Day, the
Bombardment and Fire Support Group directed neutralization fires
‘against heavy guns and gun emplacements, blockhouses, pillboxes,
strong points, troop concentrations, beach defenscs and beach
obstacles, and ammunition and fuel dumps, At dawn on A Day, the
Bombardment and Fire Support Grouo conducted bombardment of the
landing beaches, Catmon Hill, and flark strong points. When the
leading wave was 800 yards ffon the beach, large caliber fire was
shifted 3,000 yards inland, Five inch fwre was shifted to the
flanks along the beach upon arrival of the leading wave at the
line of fire. A J plus 20 minutes, covering fires inland were
raised an additional 1,000 yards. FEighteen LCI gunboats pre-
ceding the leading wave, commenced firing rockets when about
2,000 yards from the beach.‘iNaval gunfire provided such effec-
tlve support that landing of assault infantry was accomplished
under a minimun of hostile fire, : '

Night harasqnf flres worc delivered on the night of A

Day and 4 plus 1, upon the request of the Tth Infantry Division,

on all cross-roads within and on the left flank of the Division
zone of responsibility. All requests for scheduled illumination
missions with star shclls were screened through the Division Haval
Gunfire Officer. Additional illumination recquired due to cnemy
counterattacks was obtained by direct request between the battalion
naval liaison offlcer and supporting Shlp.

Four fire suppdrt ships were made available to the Tth
Infantry Division for call fires., Each of the four assault infantry
battalions was assigned a [fire Support Shlp for direct support, and
fire of these ships was controlled directly by the Shore Fire
Control Parties under the supervision of the Battalion Naval
Liaison Officer.

Each\ spotter with his battalion Naval Liaison Officer and
. Fire Support Ship was assigned a separate radio ¢rpqucncy, However,
-no close support naval gunfire was requested by the assoult infantry.
This was occasioned by the fact thet 4.~ firs: wave o? assault
infantry was preccded by 56 amphlblan tanks which landed and moved
to a point inland from which a field of fire wos obtainable in
close support of the infantry, Amphibien Tank Fire was dirccted
by field artillery forward observers landed in assault waves, A
platoon of L.2" chemical mortars accompunlcd each assault infantry
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reglment, Landlno in ‘the clphth wave, and 1mmed1ately oceupying
positions from which closc-support fire was delivereds In addit=
ion, on A Day, all four battalions of the Tth uwv1°10ﬂ.Art1]1ery
were landed, moved into position, reflsuorod and supporving
missions were fired.. The flat trajectory of naval gunfire, couplcd
with limited observatlon, made it 1mp”actlc ble for use in close

-, support of assault infantry- when more suitable fire support was’

available, The zone of action of the Tth Infantry'dlv1ulon wa's
flat, ‘level terrain, heavily OVCTOTOWH‘Wlth -dense vegctﬂtlon whlch
prevented observmtlon in eyce°s of 200 yaros.

Although this D1v1Q1on dwu nob roqulro any close suoport by
naval gunfire; this does not meen that in futu e opcratlons close—
oupDOTt by naval gunilre should bo Gllmlﬂ?t S

A few dOLp support flrcs worc cullcd Por DY assault 1nfgntry
~ Other requosts for Naval.Gunfire’ wcre 1n1tlatod by the’ Fomnandlng
Generaly, Tth Division Artillcry. A schedulc of harassing and deep
support fvres for the Lollow1ng day, was pre pared each evening by
the Division Naval Gunfire. Officer. Thesc-fires were pluCud on
known oncmy strong p01nts, %nd«road 1nteruoctlons.

‘Du~ principally to flﬂt terrain w1th heavy'Jungle vegotatlon, ’
the SCR 536 Radio. functioned ineffectively, and the Radar Be;con '
Mark I, Model I, failed to Lunctlon. ‘

v\ The Gunfire Control channpl was used’ by TFire buoport Shlps
for administrative traffic, which clogged this chamel ald pro=
hibited its use for fire missions. It is felt tht Fire Sapport
‘Ships' common frequoncy should: be rostrlctcd solely to tactlcml
mattors.

’
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LIAISON

During the planning phese of the King IT Opcration,
liaison officers representing CIICPAC, XXIV Corps, the Scventh
AAF, and attached AAA commands, workcd in close conJunctlon with
Division Staff pcrsonnel, These officers acted in an adV1sory '
capacity in prcparation of plans which were incorporated into
the Division ficld order., CIFCPAC Liaison Officers assisted in
coordination of plans for boating, transfcr of assault troops to
I18T's, and landing of assault troops at the target. The XXIV
Corps Liaison Officer assisted in operatioral planning by the
respective headquarters. The Seventh AAF Liaison Officer served
primarily in an advisory capacity in prcparation of the Air
Support Plan. The Ail Liaison Officer worked closely with G=3
and Division Artillery in planning for the employment of Anti-
Aircraft Artillery against both air and ground targets.

Prlor to cmbarkatlon, Division &rtlllery'Llalson Officers
were exchanged between the 7th and 96th Division, to assist in
perfecting arrangements for inter-divisional reinforcing fires.

The 75th Joint Assault Signal Company, including air-ground
ilaison teams, naval liaiscn teams, and shore fire control parties
was also attached to the Division. ’

At lianus, a liaison officer of the Fifth LAF joined the
Division for the pupose of arranging air-support missions to be
flown by land-based aircraft of the Fifth AAF.

Upon initiation of operations ashorc, normal liaison was
cstablished between Division Lrtillery and organic infantry units.
At such timcs as the tactical situation indicatcd, univ liaison
officers were cxchanged between adjoining elements of the Tth
and 96th Divisions. This was especially veluoble in the Buraucn-
Dagami arca when battalions engaged in closely coordinated local
attack, and in effccting the relief of front-linc units.

A liaison officer of the 767th Tank Battalion remoined at
Division Headquarters from thc time of landing until the Corps
Beachhead Line was securcd, providing radio communication and
and assisting in the arrangement of tank missions,

During all active phases of the opcration, llalson officcrs

Ra's

werc exchanged with IXIV Corps.

When the Division attacked north from the Palanas River -
Iine, a Liaison Officer was rcccived from the 11lth Airborne:
Division. This officer rcmaincd with thc Division until i plus
65 when firm contact was estaeblished with the 11lth Airborne
Division. '

When the 77th Division made its amphibious landing at p
Deposito and drove north toward Ormoc and Valencia, Divisional
liaison officers were exchanged, ‘



COMMUNTICATIONS

, Signal Communications during the King II Operation were
normal with the exception that the following four nets were
citablished: _

A Division Voice Cormand Net, employing SCR 508, 509,
and 510 Radios. This net included the Division Commander,
Assistant Division Commender, Division Command Post, Division
Rear Command Post, and the three organic infantry regiments,

. Division Artillery maintained a listening watch on the Division
Voice Command Net.

A Division Artillery Voice Control Net employing SCR 508
608, and 609 radios. This net included Headquarters Division

- Artillery, and the four organic field artillery battalions. A

listening watch was maintained by the 776th Amphibian Tank
Battalion, the 767th Tank Battalion, and the 91st Chemical Weapons
Company. The 502nd AAA4 Gun Battalion, and the 866th AAA AW
Battalion were tied in with the normal Division Artillery Command

A G-2 Reporting Net employing SCR 508 and 510 Radios. This
net included the 7th Division Command Post, the three organic
infantry regiments, and the 7th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop.
Infantry regimental sets in this net were operated by I & R
Platoon personnel. This net was of value during the amphibious
phase, but proved dispensavle when communications were established
ashore.

A G-l Net employing SCR 508 and 509 Radios., It included
the Division TQM, the Control Vessel, the supply DUKW Company
(LBOth Amphibian Truck Compeny), the two assault infantry regiments,
and later, the G-L ashore. The net was used to control the
unloading of assault shipping. :

To facilitate the transmission of G=2 and G-l radio traffic
on the planned nets, a brief course in radio procedurc was held
for staff sections during the training period.

Ship to Shore Communications were handled by both the Navy
and the Army. All Army tactical radio channels were operated by
Army personnel using Navy radio equipment afloat, or Army equip-
ment installed on the decks of ships. As the various headquarters
debarked, ship stations in Army nets closed, . except for the
Division Headquarters stationed on the Flag Ship. This station
- was taken over by the ship's Marines and operated as a rear
echelon radio, thus enabling the admiral to have dircct communi-
cations with the Division. ‘

The Administrative Ship—to-shoré channels were provided
by the 75th JASCC on the shore and by the Navy afloat. This net-
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work wa.s adequute, but llttle usod bV'tbe Arwy'51nce thc G—h Supply

Radio Net duplicated Naval Channels in part. The. G-l channel o ' .
was faster since it 1onlvcd less rel aying of tf“fllC, o

o ulr-ground commun1cowlon durlng the 11nd1ng ohase was con—

trolled by the Naval Support Adrcraft Command, The 75ub JASCO

provided the air liaison teams for each 1ﬂfautry'buttallon and

roglmontﬁl headquarters. These teams  funneled 211 information on

possible air targets to the Support Lir Commander who filtered the
_1nfornatlon and as31gned targets.  This system worked satisfactor-

'ily. It is believed. howcvcr, that a581gned targets could have been
Vpln~p01nted more qulcklv and ccuratelj'haa the battallon or’

‘regimental teams been permittod dlrcct contact a‘tne attacking'ﬁ - ~
planes through thelr VIF radlo. B b :

‘When the flfth AAF oecame uCElVO and rteuCQQ_Naval Airy . “
the Air Force Officer a551vncd to the, D1v1 gion Staff provided air - #
liaison., He had radio eqnlpmonb to- establlsa dlreot contactvwith
the Fifth ALF and Wltn planes i fllghu. This is a oxcgllenﬁ'

‘manner of’ dirccting Air Support - for the Dnu51on, p*"omacd the
'llalson officer pcrsonully directs the air StranS.

+ . . -

: _ 1he problbn of comnunlcatlon on Loytc Islana Jau Lurgely
' condltloned by terrain, weatncr, and ‘the great distances over
which it became nccessary for Division v*umchdu to funct;on. The,
~ reduction of T/L vehicles by, flfty'per cent 1mposed by shipping -
limitations and original planning for opecrations over a . small .
land mass; was an additional contributing factor to the proolem
of DlVlSlOn signa 2l communication. Extremely poor road. condltlons,
d the “heavy volume of both wheeled and track-laying traffic. madv
1t necessary to ley lines off rozds and overhead in. nearly all . . .
‘cases. . Wire suspcndpd by normal ficld wire ties dpveloppd an._
excessive- nurber of shorts, crosses, and grounds at the tie,.

This was due to poor . insulotion .of wire, excessive moisture inm
the tree, and the strain created by wind, moving both trées and
wire,  Wire suspended by the marlinc or basket tie caused less
'oporwtloral 1ntorrubtlons ag it had no direct contwct with trees
and there was sufficient slack to relicve strains created by
movcmcnt of the. wirc. . Initial construction with the basket weave
tiec is slow, but is compons@ted by circuits remaining usable a”
greater porccntace of the time, ‘ R

, Tne probloms faccd by‘Wl”C construotlon toanq were grea L1y
1ncrcascd by'neavy tropical undergrowth, swamps, and flooaed rice
paddy areas. As the operation progressed, some trunk lines be-
tween echelons werc over thirty miles long., Distances such as
these and extrome wet weather conditions combined to ‘make Wire :
W-110 less than SutleuCtOI’yo - i distinct necd was felt for Spiral , .
Four Cable. As a esult of these conditions, tie volume of traffic

handled by‘radlo becamu dlsproportlonatelv lmrro as comnured Wlth

i
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that transmitted by wire, taxing message center to the utmost of
its capacity. During the period from 20 October to 26 December
194k, message center handled 21 OZh'messagcu, or an average of
309 per day. Of this: numoc;, 19 000 were’ clo r text or shackle
cipher, and 2, 024 were in code. The average time for emcoding
and decoding during the operation was 29 n;nptcs., Had coding of
all messages been required, operations would have bcen dclayod
materially. . ‘

The great number of hec vy’construc+1on V“thluS opbrwtlng
at maximum speeds in improvement of wéids'and construction of air-
fields, increased the tendency toward carclessness on the part of
drivers, and caused frequent cextensive brezks in wire lines. Ifis-
use of wire by civilians and soldiers for personal and domestic
purposes created a serious unnecessary aifficulty for trouble
shooters of the wire construction platoon. . In sevcral instances,
infiltrating enemy succeécded in tapping and booby-trapping wire
lines, High tropical winds reaching typhoon proportions uprooted
trees and destroyed bulldings over a wide arca. The number of
available wire construction personnel to handle these diverse
problems was inadequate,

The Cargo Carrier M-29C is not rugged enough to withstand
the constant rough usagc of wire construction. Equipment and wire
for a Divisicn Wire Team cannot be carried in suff1c1ent quantity
in this vehicle. Two weceks after the oneming of hostilities, all
1~-29C Wire Vehicles were wrecked beyond repair bocause of the over-
load., No vechicle smaller than a g/h Ton: Lxl truck rroved adequate
for wire laying. As a mount for vehicular radios however, the
M=29C proved of outstanding valuce The vehicle has a 12 volt
ignition system, permits adequate waterproofing of cguipnent, and
can be readily blacked out for night operation of radio sets. It
can cover terrain inaccessible to a % Ton Lx)i Truck and can carry
the necessary cquipment for a three man radio team, This the % Ton
Lixli Truck can do only with the aid of a trailer. ' '

Lfimong radios employed in this operation, 1ittle dif fficulty
was cncountered except with the SCR 300 when that set wa's used to
provide Cannon Company Communication. The distont transmission
required by Cannon Company is beyond the range of this set.
Experience proved that the effective range of radio sets using
whip antennas was reduced approximatcly fifty per cent. Whip
antennas were discarded in favor of long wire antennas, cut to
frequéncy, which materially increased the worllnr rangc. Ldjus-
ting antennas for rapidly changing frequencies is not feasible
unless syccnnl equipment such as a Tape Mo°sure unucnna is - .
provided,

‘ Linemen arc vulnerable when climbing poles or trees and
need a weapon which can be opcrated with one hand, The carbine
or M-l rifle must be slurg whilc the man is above  ground. This



makes the weapon 1nacc0351b e, ‘as. o?“ only ohe’
lineman is frece. The pistol, mutomﬂtlc, caliber.

holstcr would bo av@llable for 1nstunt use- undbx

Interforcnce fron cncmy'radlo tr nsmitters was noted: on
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hand of the
U5 in a’shoulder
unvcondltlon.v'

5*”many'occa51ons. This resuvlted from deélibcrate Jommvng and- the
fact that in nuny'lnstanccs froqubn01vs employod by thc Jdoanese

Wore very‘close to- our own.'
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- SUPPLY AND EVACUATION ot

: In the 1n1t1al landlng nhase, suaply of the assault troooq
was effected by'pre lOude DUKY ferries from sp601111y stocked
cargo LST's standing in close to shorc. The use of such a "Drug-
store Delivery! systen cnaoleo supply and evacuatlon to be carried
on without interruption whlle the porsonnpl and equipment necessary
for the cstablishment of normal Snore ;arty'oper tions were being
landed.

Shore Party opcrations were carried out by a three batta-
lion Engineer Group attached to the Division. In cooperation
with the Havy, complete beach area layouts werc prepared and &
detailed unloading schedule developed in advance. £[11 except
three cargo LST's were beached and unloaded irmicdiately. A4APA's
and AKi's were then unloaded by smell landing craft in daylight
and by larger boats and pontoon barges at night. Pontoon cause-

ways launched from IST's were utilized to facilitate discharge

of trucks and heavy equlpmcnt from these shlpu. By taking advan-
tage of the time made available by the initial use of the DULW-
IST supply systcm to land and organize, the Snorc Party was able
to undertake operations at Jig plus 4 hours and to start 1%su1ng
supplics to assault troops two hours later.

Cargo discharge from tho LST-DUKT system was sclective,
based on the needs of the assault troops ashore, Subsequently,
cargo was unloaded rapidly without respect to selection in order
to mect the sailing deadline imposed by CTF 33.1. By 1700 of
4 plus 1; 10 .\Pi's were complcetely unloaded (approylmatcly 8,000
tons of total cargo) and these ships departed Leyte Gulf, All
LXi's and LST's were unloaded by 4 plus 5. A total of 31,000
tons. of cargo was discharged: during this period. Of this, 1,000
tons were genecral cargo, the remainder vehicles. Inasmuch as the
principles of combat loading had been followed, representative
amounts of all types of suopllos were autonatlcally'alscharged
throughout the unloading period.

, Cargo was rapidly moved directly across the landing
beaches to initial beach dumps dispersed within the first 500

- yards. inland., In gencral, all types of supplics were distributed
approximately cqually among each of the threc contiguous beaches.
Vehicles were driven under their own powcr either to temporary
unit assembly areas or directly to their organizations inland,

Regimental dumps were initially cestablished within the beach
zone, but were quickly moved forward on 4 plus onc. Thereafter,
on L plus 2, forward Division DP's were set up for Class I, III,
and V supplies approximately five miles inland along the MMSR.
These were subsequently procr9581vely advanced as tic troops
moved forward. Because of the rapid unloading rate, only a limited
amount of supplies was hauled direct irom boats to these inland DP's.

Ly
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Losses by pllferlng ware moderate to large. MiTitary
pollce prooect*on in the beach dumps was inadequate in view of
the presence of a large civilian refugese popilation in the Dulag:
dump areas.Ab "is suggested that all civilians be- prevented from
entering mllltdry'dump areas.and that Civil Affairs Personnel be
‘landed at the earliest poss1ble opportunlbv in order to oontrol
he populatlon. ’ '

‘Damage bV'enemy'act1V1Ly'was limited to a s1ngle bonblng
rald on A plus 5 in which one bomb and the resultlng fire destroyed
an ammun1t1on dump; 12. 2% ton trucks, and over 80 per cent of the
armament and automotive spare - parts initiadlly carried by the”
Division. Dlspers1on within the bea:ch zone and promo* action on
the part of Shore Party personnel to contvol tho flre prevented
further serious losses.' L » . N

Some Class 1T Quarternaster supolles were damaged as a

_‘result of inadequate waterproof packing. Additional losses to .
“individuael clothing and equipment were. 8us tained because of m:Ll- .
‘dew and water soakage of duffle- bags. : '

- Unloadlng Laoslltles wcre aoequate. Efficiency: could-have
been- improved by increasing the number of wheeled vehicles in- the
Shore Party to one hundred. per cent-of T/E, bJ‘pPOVldng more -
gravity roller- conveyors for use in the dumps, %nd bya.ddlnr 2,

' cranes per Shore Party'Battallon. S -

The Palletlzatlon of aporox1mately'h0 pel cent of supollos
had +he foleW1n¢ favorable re ults. . : : :
- The speéd and exflClency of unloadlng both from °d¢p's holds
into 1and1ng craft as well as from boats, at the beach was Aincreased, .
,581nce the number of cargo lifts: ‘and the amount of personael requlred
to bandle cargo were reducec. ~ :

‘ It was possible to move cargo dlrectly'lnto beach dmes and
1later 1nto 1nland dumps’w1uhout re—handllng.

o ‘The prompt and ordexlj'eSoabllsnment of dumps was. Greatly
facilitated., Supplies were dellvered neatl y‘pacuagod watororoofed
and on dunnage. :

Pllferage and damage losses were minimized. Io is felt .
that palletdzauﬂon should be’ limited to an average of 50 per cent
of all supplies in order to utilize -assault shipping space
'efflclently'and to provide flenlblllty in unioadln

’

Because of the natire o“‘tne cav>a10n, the greatlv extended
supply lines, the extensive zone of Division. supply responsibility,
the heaVJ ralnfal the extremely rough and almost impassable
’ terraln, ‘and the llmlted road netwery, it was nccessary to ubtilize
ten different methods of transportation to. keep. LTODt—llHC troops

J
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supplied in this operanlon., Transportatlon by cargo carrier, \
11-29C, by DUKW, by amphlolous traotox, by Caterpillar tractor and
. Athey Trailer, by native canoe, by'mllltary'and naval landing -
craft (LCVP, LG, LCT, LSk, and LST), by water-buffalo train, and
by hand—carry'were used, deoendmb upon the need.. In several
instances, air drop from Artillery Liaison planes and from large
transports (CL7) was resorted to. At one time during the advance
northward along the west coast of lLeyte, it was necessary for the
Division to handle some supplies as many as eight dif fferent times
in moving them from Dulag to the front-line troops. Cargo was
ferried bV'LCP IVT, DUKW, and LCVP from Dulag to Abuyog, thence
transferred to cargo trucks and hauled by road to Buybay5 where
a second transfer was made to LCM's and/or DUKW's, and the cargo
ferried to points along the coast as.far north as Albuera and
Ormoc. All of this elgnty mile supply movement s coordlnated
and controlled by the DlVlSlon G-L oecblon.

As a result of shlpplnp space llmltatlons, and the logistical
plan requirement for loading a 20-day level of replcn*shment supplies,
it was necessary to restrict the number of general purpose vehicles
embarked to an average of LO per cent ¢ the authorized T/E allow-
.ance, Fortunately, the full allowance of Quartermaster Company
cargo trucks was loaded. ' Nevertheless, the reduced amount of trans-
* portation so.crippled the cargo hauling capacity of the Division

as to render the continuous supply and movement of the troops -
exceedingly difficult, - '

It was therefore necessary to operate all vehicles contin-
uously and with only very brief periods for maintenmance work. -
The activities of unit motor sections and D1v1s1on Ordnance '
personnel were so effective, however, that an average of less
than 15 per cent of general purpose vehicles was deadlined daily
for repairs. Operating conditions were extremely poor since =
heavy rains made roads noarly'lmpassable, while the lack o; “bridges
nece551tated a great deal of stream—fordlng.

DlVlSlon cargo vehicles were pooled and dlspatched by the
transportation officer under a schedule of priorities established
by G-L. Only a limited number of vehicles were made available

from scrvice command and other hoadquartcrs transportatlon pools.

In support of troops operating in mountalnous and Jjungle
areas, infantry regiments hired as many as 250 Filipino workers
for hand-carrying parties, Insufficient military personnel |
were available for the task, especially after depletion of ranks
by casualties. Hand carry parties covered distances of from two
to five miles. Standard issue cargo packboards proved eminently
~ successful for use in these opcratlono,

The "D" or choold+e 1"a.’r,lon was not oalatable in a troplcal
climate, ‘The "K' ration was found suitable for consumption during
the first few days of the amphibious assault because of the ease



- manner of packao“lM is far superior to

%3 ‘}'“‘

Cwith: Wthh 1t IS carried ¢nd prepared 'Tho special ‘assanlt o?_

nuy'“ﬂtlon, furn ‘shed* by QM, USAFPOR, is ideally sulted for

-vlandlng troops in- the ‘initial periody when, betause of excitément,
and lack of ‘time or means to prepare food elabora£e1y5 most per=

sonnel find that, the food and sustaining valuve of candy is
adequate for their needs. '~ Therealter, as ‘troops are activaly
engaged with the. enemy-or patrolling in less accessible berrain,
the "G ratlon is desirable, The new MCM ration. was oxceedlngly ‘
popular because of its accessory couponent and greater menu variety.
When cooklno facilitics become available, the 10-in-1 ration is-
preferred It contains squlclent variety of food and “ccessorlcs.
to compare favorably with straight "BY rations.  Ibs principal -
advantago is its ease in carrying, issuing, and preparation. The

; bulky, hard-to~handle,
13ki-component "B" ration;’ nevertheless, it is.felt that for -camp-. -

-aigns of 30 days or more the ration orogram should -dinclude at-least
oné-third ordinary "B".rations.. These should be used to feed rear

drea troops or combat. troopc tempor arliy‘reutlng, and ‘the 10-in-1
and emergency "CM" and "K' rations should be reserved ior tactlcal
uroops whose cooking fuc1113160 are. llmlted.

The llot of 1nd1v1dual clothing and equlpmcnt autho rized
for-the King II Operation contained 16 different articles in ex-

" cess of T/L allowances. For the most part, these as well as the

currently authorized articles were found desirable, although some
troops noticed that the combat pack was made excessively hec vy'by
the addition of certain comfort" items. '

The follow1ng mzjor articles of T/E clothng and equlpmont
were found to be partlcul%rly desirable in this area: woterproof

clothing bag, waterproof weapons covers, trench knife, and BT

uniform. T/E 21 is basically sound as a guide in cqulpplnp troops
for combat in tnls area.

of tbe special articles, the follOW1ng are bollevea parti-
cularly well suited for use in this area: extra 0il thong and case,

'-B-pocket grenade carrier, machete 18", jungle medical kit, combatb

boot in lieu of service shoe, poncho in lieu of raincoat, wool~knit
shirt, jungle pack, waterproof food bags, the HGW'pOulln combat
unliorm, and 2nd cantecn with cover,

It is felt that the *ollow1ng sp901“1 articles should be
eliminated as of insufficient value to be carried in this area:
sun glasses, sunburn cream, black gymnzsium shoes for patrols,
flanncl shirt, mosquito gloves, camouflage facc paint, waterproof

“match box, and ‘heat tablets wltn COll&pSLblb stoves.

- Evacuation of casualties during the King IT ODC“atlon'wgs
accomplished pr1nc1pa13y by % Ton. ambulances. Over swump{ terrain)
however, the cargo carrier, M-29C was utilized where the ¢ Ton

ambulance could not be uscd, In the foothills on_thh WLSt ‘coast,
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evacuation was by hand carry over distances up to two miles, Because

~of the rough roads in this area, collecting stations were evacuated

by DUKW to Clearing Stations, whereas the evacvation from Clearing
Stations to Field Hospitals was effected by LCM, In the early
stages of the advance north of Baybay, evacuation beyond the

‘Division Clearing Station was ﬂupcrv1scd and carried out by Division

ledical personnel using 3/l ton ambulances borrowed for this pur-
pose, Evacuation from field hospitals to station hospitals was

accomplished by 3/L uon\Lleld amoulance, by‘L&N and LCIL, and by
Cair: trancport (C-47).

Over mar hy terrain, the 11-29C was the most blfoctkve means

-of evacuation. On roads, the 3/l Ton field ambulance was found
-most efficient. One-quarter ton ambulances are too rough over a -
long haul, and because of their narrow wheel base and low carriage,

are prone to have difficulty negotiating deeply rutted roads. Wherewver
water parallels the evacuatlon route, boat transportation is extreme-
1y satlsfactory.



TABLE I
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CARGO SUMMARY==KING II OPERATION-=7TH INFANTRY DIVISION

Ttem Day's Supply - Sg Tt Cu Ft Tons

Initial issue, rations 3 days . - 3,445 58
Initial issue, ammo 1 U/F : 14,656 329
Ammo, Grenades, Chm smoke 4 U/F , ' . 1,482 33
Ammo, Grenades, HE 4 U/F 6,328 86
Ammo, high explosives 4 U/F o 134,879 3,546
Ammo, pyrotechnics 4 U/F 1,598 23
Ammo, small arms 4 U/F : 36,620 1,160
Ammo, shells, HC or WP 4 U/F . .9,784 320
CWS, class II & IV 20 days ) ’ 8,189 93
Engineer Explosives 20 days ‘. 12,243 207
Class II & IV 20 days _ 35,327 405
Water, 5-gal cans 2.5 days _ 35,454 751
Water, 55-gal drum 2,5 days ‘ 27,255 464
Medical, Class II & IV 30 days , " 2,583 © 38
Ordnance, Class II & IV 20 days : 15,119 201
Motor Parts 20 days 2,318 15
Rations, C,D,K, 10-in-l 27 days . 131,848 1,743
QM, Class II & IV 20 deys 61,198 ~ 719
Class III Lubes & Greases 20 days ' 11,948 202
Diesel, 5's . 20 days ‘ ' 3,507 61
Diesel, 55's _ o 11,975 229
Gas, &6's - . 20 days , 56,747 901
~ Cas, 55's : 123,544 2,286
Signal, Class II & IV = - 20 days ' ‘ 16,842 346
TOTAL SUPPLIES . : 767,896 14,183
Organizational Equipment . 415,712 1,821
Vehicles (2,207 vehicles) ' 277,227 2,080,608 15,010

GRAND TOTAL ' 277,227 3,264,216 31,014



DEFTCIEiCTES I EQUIPMENT

During the course‘of he King IT Operation, certain
deficiencies in eqguipment other than weapons, were noted. The
mos?t outstandlng of these may be summarized as follows

FGIIELR. D—o Trectors issued to the Engineer Rattalion
did not stand up under opordthw condivions encountersd. ALl .
three tractors were deadlined for long periods;  in all casés,

the breakdown was caused by mechdnlcal failure, and not by faulty
operation or by improper malnnen@nce.

The lack of gravel loading equipment neecssitated the use
of tractors and gravel loading ramps, thereby tying up dozers
which could have been used to better advantage elsewhere., In
some cases rock had to be loaded by hana.

The quantities of,hand tools provided were not adequate,
On more than one occasion, men were idle because hammers, sledges, -
saws, peavies, and shovels were not available,

The lack of heavy flatbed trailers was keenly felt in the
later stages of the operation, In order to move tractors from one
arca to another, it was necessary to "walk" them under their own
power over many miles of rough roads. This caused unnLcwssary
wear on the equipment, wear which could have been prevented with
the use of flatbed trailers,

Even though the T/E allowance was increased 25 per cent,
water supply cquipment was not adequate, A total of seven units
were in opcration at one time, which required borrOWLH{ two
complete units from other Enginecr Units. The number of canvas
tanks issued as replacements for T/E equipment proved to be
sufficient only for a sixty day period. At the last of the
operation, it was impossible to establish more than four water
points, because of a lack of tanls and hoce. The truck-mounted
mobile water unit proved satisfactory, orcent that parts of one
portable unit had to be used in conjunction with the mobile unit.,

With few exceptions, the amounits of erngincer supplies
procured by the Division were sufficient for the first twenty
days of operation, as originally intended. After that time, the
"resupply of Engineer materials was practically non-existent,
This was particularly true of hand tools and construction items,
such as nails and drift pins. . Fortuna tely, some rcund steel
stock was capturcd, from which drift pins were hand-made in
tiwe Enginecr Battalion blacksmith shop. This was accomplished
just in time to prevent the cessation of brlcge construction
completely, for lack of drift pins.

Iarger quantities of barbed wire and sand bags should
have been provided; the available stock was depleted by the end

7



Secret

of the first two weeks. SOm@ of ti is L&tCrlul Was lOwt to enogy
actlon in the bombing: and fire or A plus 5 days If this had not
occurred, OTl”lﬁ”l ‘quantities -of fortification matprlals mluht
thC been onLlC¢Ont *or tho lllSt Uantj'QJVS as Dl~DPud

. Approx1matoly 125 OOO board fept of heavy'brldgc-ulmber
was brought for this oper: ation. With the tremendous amourt-of

~bridge repair and construction to be done, this supply lasted
“about 1L days. Resupply of dechlnb, stringers, and treadiay

wes almost non-ex1utent, and the repair of” ex1st1ng bridges there-

by became increasingly difficult. Without the portable sawmill,

set up and operated by the Engincer Battalion, further \bild@
constructlon wou]a have been LﬂOCoSLblbo e 35?
OnLJ one portab¢e gteel urlage of the "BalleV" Lypc was-
DTOVlde for the exclusive use of the Division. In’ one’ ﬂnstanoe,
lack of Bailey bridge necessitated the wse of ponton trestle
equipment over-a stream subgccn “to flash floods. ~Almost: 180
feet of this’ ponton trestle equipment was lost in-one-ofithese
flash floods. The use of Bailey bridge would have prev“nted
this loss entirely.

In most - cases, the Division cannot OYpru ‘assistance
from higher echelons in meintcnance and ¢ons Gruction of roads)
and ‘bridges in the Division zone of operations. During the
Kﬂng IT Opcratlon; the 13th Engincer Battalion built, rblnlorced
or rebuilt morc than 65 bridges. It constructed 26 miles of

“road, of whlch 7~ miles wcre alonv thc front lines. At one- tlme/

the" battal on was “cqponglolo for the maintenance; COuSt u0uwon,

and repair ‘of roads and bridges over a L2 mile strvtc“. This - '
uoatnallon also constructed and vuo’lnto oporat¢or four cub air---

flelds,>removbd or neutralized five enemy mine ficlds, salvagpd
a local ferry and put it into oporatlon over a 250 foot trcmn.
A portable savmill was procured, 2 Dd placcd in operdtion to - ¢
produce 5,000 board feet of lumber a day. In addition, a portable
“11c-dr1v¢ng rig was constructed F‘rovn salvaged: maturlals and
cmployed in the construction of a 20 foot two way pile bridge,
the Jlumber for: whlch was produced by the sawmlll._ The neccssity
for: ynde rtuklng and’ com.plutlnn similar projects can normally
bc expoctod in operations of this kind. During King II, the
nlc ‘engineer battalion required not. onlv all equlpm01t which'
ha becn specially auuholeLd but full T/8 allowance of dump
trucks:and other engineer battallon vehicles. Experience- cyalaod
during the opcratlon indicates very strongly that to acnompllsh
its mission, the Division org%nlc engineer battalion must have
coqcldprably'moro cqulpmont ban is now authorlzmd oy‘T/E
QHARLEPVAST TR Amthblous oporamonn rcqulrm ‘huge
quantltles of fupl and Iubricants in 11f‘y~+hroc gallon drums. -
All drums were qandlod many ulmcs botwcen the tlﬂL thcy'werc .
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unloaded and the time the Tucl was consumed. On rare occasions,

it was possible to obtain a ‘cranc ‘equipped with barrcl chimes

for the loading and unloading of these drxmsg but in the ﬂMJOfi ty
of cascs, it was necessary to menhandle the four hundred pound
drums. It.is felt that the nan—uundllng of fucl drums is a definite

wste of service personnel, and could be obviated by the assign-
mcnt of enc or two cranes with barrel chimes to the Quartermaster

‘Comggnj.f LhC four motor-driven fucl dispcns uTS‘WHWCh accompanied
the Divicion proved to be :mv“luwblv in establishing and operating
fuel DP'S. s ‘

Scventeen 1-ton trallbrgg Jic—loudbg with prlorltV‘“u-pllbs
and cqulment were token on this operation by the Quartecrmaster
Company., After landlnb, the trailers werc pa rkod because.ﬁhey
could not be utilized in moving ounnllbs from the ships to the
dumpes It was later attempted. to usc the troilers for hauling /
qugﬂ’ but the muddy and 1mp,.ssnbln condition of roads made it
impossible to use them, One ton trailers proved to be of little
value, and are not desired for use in any opcration unless a
- hard-surfaced all-wea thcr road net prevails on the anticipated
target.

TM;%merpmﬁmmws’LMMﬂe wetEGQMmt he
King IT Opcration. The scrvice shoe, ich the cntizc
Division was LGUlﬁppd proved to be entirel ly inadequate for tear.
in the wet, muddy terrain encountered. TFurthemiorc, constant
soaking of shoes, with little opporbun¢uj to complctely urV‘thcw
caused shoes to wear e wcessively, and to qulpubgfat“ rapidly.
This condition raplaly'lcd to a shortage of footwear as the normal

replacement factor could not mect increascd losses., Tt is “eltb
tnau the hoo—pwc, with which tiois Divisicn vas equipped in the
Aleutians, would be a much more satisfactory item for usc in SWAIPY
tropical climate and iterrain, The new type combat shoc was made
available to infantry and reconnailssance troop soldicrs shortlv
before the end of the OOOfabLOH, but it has not as. yet been
determined whothcr it is atlsfactory.

ReoTabempnt etocks of rohs were evaﬂlaolb in 1ﬂsuff¢01c1t
quantlulog. As in the case of <hocs, constant immersion of socks
in water rapidly rotted them and decreased their potential 11¢c.
It is felt thet if socks, light-wool, were substituted for the
normal allowance of socks, cotton, tan, and if the maintenarnce
factor were increased to provide a minimum replacenent of two
pairs.of socks per man per month, the critical nature of. tle
replacement of socks in combat would be.somcwhot relie ved.

ORDIANCE: Effective maintenance is de Dcndgnt upon uh“
regular flow of replaccment parts, Matericl lost to sdunsny.
action in the bombing and fire of A plus &, crlqu"v hompered
repairs oy‘dustroyann meny of the parts carried by the Ordnance
Company as a combat load., Hod the accident not occu”réd, far
better service might hove been rendered. The lack of parts in
higher echelons prescnted fhy b¢b rest maintenonce problem, and
much equipment spent excessive time in deadline becausc of ite
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annlballz vtion of combat lossos wws effocted throuﬂhout the’

operation, bub. this source wa.s .soon cxh usted rcsultlng-':_n B '
1dle meohunwc hours.[-, : S

.

.. Evao atlon of work to hth and Sth bChclOﬂS of rcp ir wals
“hampered by road, COHQlthﬁSxaﬂd he dlstance of bhops from the
‘Division Ordnance Are. Had pcrt and . sscmbllcq becn ava 111bl
' 11ttlo work need h“ve becn sent to the rear. ' '

'

DU

dbh venvcular eqalpmenu need1ng the most Cafe and.malnten-
ance was tGF M-29C Amphibious Cargo Carrier (Uéasol) In view of
the. delicate - mechanisms . on thig piecc of equipment, and the
~performance expected of it, constent prcvﬂntatlvo nulntpnanco
~procedures nust-be obvervod.A Ixbrenme . care in. opcratlon, plus A
~gontinuous: first ‘echelon mulntcnance Wlll grcktly'reduce thlrdA”
cchu¢on rep vir of thls VGthl “ : S

. Vcrj'fcv 1nutanceo arosc in whlch as sembl*‘breacaosns\,
could be attributed to poor design. However, it was found thet
the truck,. 25 .ton rear axle asse@blv split type ((G112162380)
broke dornﬁundcr heavy -strains more road;*.,uhqn the rear axle.
assembl panjo. +Vpe. : ' e

; Tr cks lOf tnc M- 290 h@vo f&llCd to hOLO uo *or tho Job
expoctcd of them. The tracks, being 1inked with “wjbbr cablgs,
have. a tendency to: stretch beyond the point whclc ‘suspension ,' ,
~adjustment is effective. - This uouawly'rooulbs in o lost track ; -
--and demage to drive sprockftu. No cffective Pcdlflowonon has
as yet bcenﬁdov1scd Aver:go trpck 111@ WS, LSO to )OO mllco.j

Amunition pmrforncd S?blSl“CtOTllV with thc fo¢ldw1no
oycoptlon~ : C S

: Shel*, ﬂ.g., 50, w/PDF T 3, 81nn.dortar.' Duc to tcrr 1n,
,.uHLS typo mortar shell, having o fuse with a .15 sécond delay was
‘not as: cifective agalnst DersonQLl as Shell, H.E. JMBAI W/be
1573 with an instantaneous fuse, Tho shell uruld bu“v in. tho/
*ground and had vurJ’lltth¢xagmenu ation offcct. S g:? -

\.

AN

”1thJl 1tom qhortagoo aLtcr A plus bO wore Sﬂcll
T1luminating, 60mu Mortar; Shell, H.E. Mu3AL, 81mm-%ortar
- (light); .Flare;.trip, Para,., IL3; Flare, Ter, Wh9; . Signal
round, White Star Para, ML7AL; -Shell, W.P., 75mm - Hoalt er; . T
Snoll, e P., qumh Ho 1Dzor' and Shcll, W.P,. 1b>mr Ho;ltvor,
Lot mhe LollovunCr noncs on ordnance rosupply re bp¢1evcd ‘
1ﬂportunt. :Engine- asscmblncs were rcceived less cluto“ ’t',‘lrou--,t
. out ‘bearings so that unless. the old bearing was - available from
existing stocks; the enginc was of-little value, BIake parts )
and electrical parts had an unusually high. mortmlluV‘;Atco, A_;
‘Thigher than average:stock woulc be in ordcr on - oucn parts. in.
th_l s theater -




© JEDICAL: ' Evacuation of some casualties during the King
IT opcration was effected from marshy areas and rice paddies.
The 1/L Ton ambulance is limited in its ability to negotiate this
type of terrain. Collecting Companies found that under marsh
conditions, the Cargo Carrier, M-29C was-a more suitable-vehicle,
No weascls were assigned to medical units, but infantry reginents
‘cooperated in furnishing these vehicles when special evacuation
problems dictated. In operation in mud, and -in marsh areas, the
weasel would be a valuable adjunct to the mechanical conveyances of
“collecting companies and battalion medical sections,

TIf the 1/l ton ambulance is to bé used on future operations,

one deficicency exists which should be corrected. The frame of. the
top of the ambulance is-too closc to the upper-most litter. This
makes it difficult to load the upper litter rack and is uncemfortabdlc
for the casualty. The dcficiency was remedied in the field by.
welding on a 6" section of pipc to the top frame thereby allowing
the top to be raised. S . - 3

‘ The amount of tentage carried by the Clearing Company wes
insufficient to house all of the patients who were necessarily”
held during the intervals between evacuations.. The T/E allowance
for squad tents is 18; and it is felt that this should be
increased. When the platoons of the Clecaring Company operate
separately, two kitchens utilize two of these squad tents; two
more are used for admissions, two for major surgcries; two for -
miner surgeries, and two for pre-operative treatment. - This leaves
only 8 squad tents available for wards with a capacity of 1Ll beds.
In this operation, the Clearing Company on occasion had-a census
of 201, '

SIGNAL: The chain of supply was critical as the lack of
transportation and the distance to the basc dump was excessive.
In order to keep supply and repair facilities availeble to front-
line troops, it was necessary to move the Division Signal.Dunp a nd
Repair Section a distance of over 50 miles from the base dumpe
At times the MSR was blocked by impassable road conditions, Full
T/E transportation would be extrenely desirable and: supply would
be facilitated werc the base dump closér to the Division. o

Maintenance wire supplied at the target was found to have
defective insulation. This can be avoided 1f- supply agencies take
care that wire is at no timc overheated. - S ' '

The SCR 500 Radio was found to be less satisfactory than
the SCR 600 for the special purpose nets, as it is lcss rugged and
has a shorter range. The SCR 300 Radio is nobt a  satisfactory -
substitute for the SCR 509 in the =8 self-propelled howitzer as
its range is not adequate Tor Connon- Company requirements. The

SCR*536 Tank-Infantry Radio docs not have sufficient. range. and:
should be replaced by the SCR 300 as prescribed in: the new T/E.



" procured for the Stalemate Operation would be h
for the new target; in view of the large population, but no

CTVIL AFFAZtRS

Prior to departure from the Hawaiian Islands, A Naval
Civil Affairs Unit was attached to the Division th. revert to
Corps control after the landing phase of the operation had been
completed. This Naval Detachment consisted of three line
officers, one a Japanese Interpreter, one lMedical Officer, one
Supply Officer, and ten enlisted men, A plan for the operation
of Civil Affairs functions was developed and supplies for relief,
medical attention, and shelter of refugees were procured. As
plans were formulated for the Stalemate II Operation, the number
of civilian refugees was not expected to total more than three
or four thousand in the Division sector. On 15 September 19LlL,
the day of departure from the Hawalian ~slands, information was
released that the target had been changed to leyte, Philippine
Tslands. A new civil affairs plan was preparcd and published.
It was anticipated that the supplies and -equipment which had been
11y inadequate

method of procuring additional supplies was available.

The NCAU Unit disembarked at 0700, (dJ plus 21 hours)
21 October 194L. Upon arrival at Beach Yellow II, it made a
quick survey of the civilian area that had been allocated prior
to landing. The site was found to be a- swamp, and permission
vms obtained from Division to relocate the civilian carmp within
the town of Dulag. '

Approximately 1,000 civilians were found on Beach Yellow
II, and another 500 on Beach Yellow I.. These people were
inmedietely moved to the civilian camp, Within 8 hours, their
number had increased to approximately 3,000. As the civilian
site had undergone a 3 day naval bombardment, and was badly
littered with shell holes and debris, laborers were immediately
procured and employed to clear the arca. ‘'The officers and men
of NCAU were assigned specific duties consisting of water and
food procurement and distribution, and the orderly control of
the population. In this, they were assisted by Military Police
assigned to civil affairs. Emcrgency medical care was furnished
by 7th Division Medical officers and enlisted en. Hospital
cascs were cared for by a neardy army Ficld Hospital. Iarge
numbers of minor wounds, injuries, and bropical ulcers werc
treated. By A plus 2, at least 10C cases had been referred to
Lrmy hospitals. A4 survey revealed at lecast 15 civilian dead
lying unattended. The Filipino people showed little interest
in the identificaticn and disposal of their dead, and‘burial
was made in the Filipino Cemetery by NCAU. -

.
.

Due to infiltration from outlying districts, reportedly
due to Japanese pressure, the civilian population had grown to
approximately 30,000 by A plus 3. On this day, between the hours



 Dbeen peduqed;to‘appfcximately'15,000;
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of 1300 and 2300, tho‘ontirércivilian'pOpulace was moved to Beach :
Yellow I, a distance of about 2.milgs. This migration proved to ] ‘

be very difficult, and “sict¢eeded only when supplies of food and

water were moved tq:Beach’YbllQW I, and the people so informede
By the morning of A plus L, the civilian population had reached

_its meximum, estimsted to bc L5,000, this representing the greater

portion of the inkabitants of some 56 communitics. Army "C" ahd
MK rations were disbributed up to and including A plus L. P
Following this date, fish, rice, and meat were issued. -Originally,
food distribution was made“to individuale, but with the increase
of population, and organization of barriocs, it was found advisable
to distribute supplies.through barrio leaders. “This plan worked
satisfactorily and was continued until a general store was 'estab-

. lished. -

 Filipinos were found to be exceptionally .cooperative. On

A plus 1, local political and labor leaders were contacted, and
thercafter remained permanently-as advisors and assistants. Their - .

help was found to be invaluable, = Labor was procured in the follow-

ing manner: A Labor Office was established for Civilian Personnel; |
C (e . v > o o o 13 .

Army units needing labor, furnished this of fice with a request

for the number needed; labor leaders were contacied, and told to

have available on the following day the number requested. . Trans—
portation to the site of work was furnished by the requesting -

agency. A list of laborer's time and the amount. due having been
certified by a cormissioned officer, it was presented to the NCAU

~~ Finance Office, and payment made to the officer, who,in turn
-paid labor. -All laborers were classified and utilized according

to their various.skills. One hundred and eight nurses,nurses!
helpers, four doctors, and two dentists, were securced and . made

Lavailable- fo'ri duty. in dispensaries and hospita‘ls." Vages were - .?

“paid acpording'to the Commonwealth Govermnment scales. = On 4 S

plus 5, & maximun of 5,000 laborers were availablc. The average
however, wa’s approximately 1500 per day. The labor supply was
adequate at all times. SRR

- Ay medical persohnel cortinued to 2ssist NCAU medical
officers with treatments until A plus 6, the two units treating

. up.t0~2,OOQ patients daily. On & plus'S, and thereafter, as soon

as barries wore declared secure, civilians were organized into

‘barrio gzoups>and returned home., Transportation was furnished

where. necessary. On & plus 7, the civilias camp population had

\

‘Oon 4 plus 5, in order to relieve. congestion on Beach

Yellow I, a secondary civilian relief center was established at
- Julita.,. This centelr was operated entirely by Division personnel,
who cared for approximately 3,000 personss .+ - | :

_ » ' Following diSplacémgnt'of the Division Cormand Post to
San Pablo, civilians were hired “through municipal.authorities. -

Tt was found that the most efficient method of employment was



to arrange each group for work under the same foreman, the fore=-
man being designated by the local majyer, and the laborers
residents of the communitye '

on 26 October 194L, A Philippines Civil Affairs Unit
was assigned to the Division, Thi s unit, PCAU #7, consisted of
approximately 11 officers and 30 GnllStbd wen, and undertook
to supplement the activities of the KCAU. On 5 Novenber 19hh
- NCAU reverted to Corps control, ’

During the move west to BaybaV'and north to Ormoc, Engineers
used a great deal of civilian labor on roads and bridges. - This
labor was paid by the hiring agencies with funds procured from
PCAU if the latter was available, and otherwise from the Division
Finance Office. MNo difficulties in the procurencnt and handling
of labor were encountered,

In the Baybay area, the civilian population and municipal
authorities were found to be most cooperative and intelligente -
Any requests for buildings, for housing troops, or warchouses were
graciously complicd with, The local light and ice plants were
“placed in operation by arrangement with the ovmer for the use of

troops in the area. It was dOqumlned that the saving of 517nal
" and ordnance generators, as well as ¢uel fully justified opcra-
tion of these utilities. I :

A typlcul proolem oncounturcd was thc finding of a certain
number of venereally infectcd prostitutes. At Baybay, this wes
handled by the civilian hospitals, detaining and troatlng the
prostitutes during such time as the danger 'of infecting others
with the vencreal discase continued. Explanatlon by local physi=
cians of the effects of the untreatced disease was arranged, with
the result that detention became voluntary on the part of the
prostitutes. o ‘ ' “

As soon as the average soldier arrives in a cowwunlty, he
‘desires to obtain souvenirs, and will pay the first price asked,
or will outbid other soldicrs for goods. Bolo blades increased
in price from two pesos to ten pesos. Bolos increased from five
pesos to twenty-five pesose Other items increascd in like pro-

portion, the result being that the civilians' incentive to till
crops, to work on govcrnment projects, and to continue their own
cconomic life was lost. It is believed that on thé Island of
Leyte, the cconomic structure has been so disrupted, that lnrd
tines will follow upon departure of any substantial number of
troops. Another untoward result of bartering is the tendency
on the part of soldiers uo trade articles of Governnont issuc,

It is obvious that civil affairs control perscnnel provided
. for service within the Division zone of responsibility during the
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hlﬂo IT Oporbtlon Werc nunowlcally'lnaouquatc to nect and control
the Droolcms presented. Upwards of 100,000 civilian refugees

were présent within the Tth Division lanS ‘during dinitial- phases
of the operation. The five officers and ten enlisted men avails
wble from the Naval Civil iffairs Unit could -only begin to handle
the innumerable problcms prosented ‘It was.necéssary that: admini=

strative and medical facilities be greatly supplementod. by per-
sonnel of the Tth Division, a. diversion of 'skilled porsonnely
“which the Division~ could ill afford during the p(rlou of conout
4t no tine during the King IT Operaticn werc duly constituted
¢civil affairs personnel in the Divisicn zone of reegpuns s1bi 14ty
nearly adpquuto to handle problems of prOV1u1n food for relujees,
'bllletlng and re-location of homeless thousands, ,” the iimediate
necessitics of medical service, Of‘&ﬂlayfl@ﬂ uﬁd admi

ministration
of civilian labor, and the - rc—cstubllchneni ofsocial orders

A combat Division eng gmd in active. operas ions should not be
called upon to deal wita problems of this tho and.magnitude, It
‘is imperative that in futurc:operations a- sufficlent number of . .
highly trained and udequc.teJ_vc”n@pcd civil affairs personnel, '

of unhaquestioned cfficicney and proven . 3b111tj‘bo provided to .-

socufe 1nnbdlqtc and continuing control of civilian clomenbs.

Observatlon over a herlod of several non+hs and discuqsion-
with meny civiiians leads to the inevitable conclusion that the
actions and attitude of the Japanese have resulted in a genuine
and intense hatred on.the part of the Filipino populace. The:
attitude of civilians toward Americans has been extr@maly.cordial,
and efforts of civil-affairs porsonaol have maint ained'relations
onia most: anlcable bd"lu. B : R ST
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Upon receloo of orders annouﬂ01ng the Division's participation
in the Stalemate II Operation, steps were immediately taken to
procure additional personnel to bring the Division up to authorized
T/0 strength. Since an overstrength of 1p had been authorized to
replace absentees on the date of departure, L6S filler replacements
were attached unassigned to the Division. Immediately prior to

‘departure, those fillers not utilized were returned to the replace-

ment Depot, and all units assigned and attached 1eft the sta 1ng
area at full T/O strength. . ,

Embarkatlon plans anu tagtical gfoupings were prepared by .
G-1 in coordination with (-3 and G-L. In preparing these plans,

" personnel were assigned to ships in accord with the tactical .

groupings, taling into consideration the equipment loaded aboard
each shlp, and the necessary pPersonnel to maintain and operate

. . This plan facilitated the smooth embarkation of troops and
enabled units to function efficiently on the long voyage. It was
also designed to provide necessary unloading details, and to

‘facilitate assembly of troops after debarkation from many different
~ ships. ' '

ovement of troops from unit areas and embar&atlon was

executed in close coordination w1th G-L.

"All general prisoners who were.deemedvcapablelof combat
functions were restored to duty after examination by the Division
Psychiatrist and upon review of their cases by the Division J.A.

Aboard ship, recreational facilities were made available by
Special Service Officers., In coordination with Division G-3
and the Task Force Commander, all troops were taken ashore both
at Eniwetok and Marus for exercise and recreation. Officer
personnel were extended the privileges of the Naval ‘Officer's
Blub at Manus. During the operation, opportunities for troop
recreation and rehabilitetion were extremeley limited, since the.
great majority of the troops were continuously engaged with the
enemy., In the later stages of the operation, several regimcntal
rest camps were established, Al these camps, limited recreational
facilities were provided, American Red Cross Field Directors
working with each regimental combat team and at hospital installa-
tions, provided invaluable assistance.

Religious services of all denominations were observed

regularly both aboard ship and throughout combat operations.

Delay in the receipt of incoming and the forwarding of
outgoing mail was a major source of complaint during the opcration,
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A great portion of Christmas package mail which eventually did
reach the Division was water-damaged. It is generally recognized
that the receipt or non-receipt of mail has as great an influence
on morale as any other irdividual factor. '

Despite the addition of 26 officexs and 779 enlisted roplace-
ments, the Division was operating during the later phases of the
operation with front-line counpanies whosc strength averaged less
than 3 officers and 100 enlisted men. Although replacements were
requisitioned on a basis of branch requirement, personnel received by
the Division in November were untrained in infantry tactics and the

usc of infantry wearons. The majority of these replacements were
of basic branches ofher than infaniry, and 21l were in poor physical
condition, Most of the men were turned over to the Division without
individual arms. ' '
‘

The method of returning hospitalized personnel to units ffom‘
medical installations both on and away from Leyte Island, was a A
source of considerable difficulby during early stages of the operation.

Although 108 rccommendations for combat promotions were
submitted by. the Division during the month of November and the
early part of December 19k, no combat promotions had been received
by personnel of the Division by 25 December 19hl. Tt is felt
that cvery effort must be excrcised to have promotion channels
cleared to permit carly recognition for meritorious service in
combat. The prompt scrvicing of combat promotions is of impor-
tance not only to.moralc, but also to the tactical efficiency
~of units engaged in‘combat and suffering combat casualties.

The Division had authority to award only the Bronze Star
Medal and the Purple Heart., Although many rccommendations
for higher awards had becn forwarded during October and N ember
very few had been approved by 25 December 194k, TIn order that :
meritorious services in cembat be immedintely recognized, a simplified
board of officers for the screeningand processing of recommend—
ations for awards should be appointed from among those officers
whose duties during combat permits this activity. Efforts should
be rade to expedite the processing qf higher awards.



Initially, the Division inteérred its dead in the Dulag
Army Cemetery, but thereaftcr, in operations on the west coast,
dead were interred in the Tth Division Cemetery located at
Baybay. During the operation, the Graves Registration Platoon
originally attached to the Division operated under four
different headquarters; each with a different SOP on graves
registration procedure. Separation of the Platoon from the
Division on these different occasions, disrupted the orderly
recording of graves registration data. Assurance of rehabili-
tation with the Division at the end of an operation is an
important mental factor for porsonncl involved in this type
of duty, It is felt that the Graves Registration Platoon
should be made an organic attachment to the reinforced Division.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

.It is recommended that;

1. The organic Division Engineer Battalion be prOVLded
with sufficient transportation and heavy equipment to repair
and construct bridges, and to build and improve roads over an
extended hSR

2. Replacements be imnediately available on call by
Divisions and furnished on a basis of branch requirement as
requisitioned, well tralned armed, and in excellent phy51cal
condition,

3. A sufficient number of hlghly trained, and adequately
equipped civil affairs personnel be provided to secure immediate
and continuing control of civilian elements.

L. For campaigns of thirty days or more, the ration
program include at least one-third ordinary "B" Rations for rear
area troops and combat troops temporarily resting, while ten-in-
one, emergency "C" and "KM Rations are reserved for tactical troops
whose cooking facilities are limited,

5. Then at all possible,'full T/E allowance of Division
general purpose vehicles be authorized.

6. Theater Censors furoher simplify censorship retulutlons
by additional study of the security requirements of each campaign,
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