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This document is presented as a brief report to outline
the operations of the XXiV Corps in the Battle of LEYTE,
omitting insofa:l- s posi.ble the bulk of routine and SOP
material which operates to clutter up r eporus,

Tactically and stategically the operation presents
nothing new in the annals of warfare., However, it did pre-
sent the first real opportunity for American troops in the
Pacific to make full use of maneuver and fire power, and to
demonstrate conclusively their superiority over the best the
Jap can offer in open warfare using the sound principles
enunciated in our training literature,

No material change has been noted in the attitude of
the enemy over that shown in other Pacific campaigns. He
still fights to the last man when cornered and locally is
always a dangerous antagonist. He is still prone to lose
control of any situation where he is surprised or unexpected
events occur. I feel that all ranks engaged in this battle
are now fully convinced that the Jap is highly susceptible
to maneuver and will withdraw readily when trapped and there
is room to, move to another area from which he can hope for
offensive action.

In my opinion the difficulties of terrain and weather
encoUntered were fully as difficult if not more so than was
the enemy. The assault was simultaneous with the beginning
of a rainy season unsurpassed in any area I havo experienced.Most of the open country was rice paddies or swamps, with only
a few roads, all °of which, went out for various periods at some
time or other under the heavy traffic. All streams were sub-
Ject to floods, Thie hill country was rugged, muddy and woo-
ed, cut by deep gorges and with only extremely poor Loot
trails. $upply problems ranged toward the impossible, and
solutions in forward areas included the use of the M290
(Weasel), caribac packs and drags, horses (captured), para-
drops, Cub plane drops, native carriers and frequently in
the raost forward areas, as much as half of a command hacd to
be used as carriers to supply the other half in battle. Most

individuals of the command were constantly wet for periods
ranging into weeks,

I wish to express my deep appreciation and thanks to all
members of the Third Amphiblous Force who so ably planned and
handled the transporting and landing of the Corps on the LEYTE
beaches. "Their support, cooperation and assistance in all
matters affecting joint action was outstanding and represonts
a high peak in teanwork between the services.

The splendid performance of the Headquartors and two
(2) battalions of the V Phib Corps Artillery (USMC) loano
to this Corps by CINCPOA in the absence of all but two (2)
battalions of XXIV Corps Artillery on SAIPAN loft nothing to
be desired.
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I take this opportunity towpay highest tribute to the
splencid representatives of the American nation who constit-

ute this Corps,. both in combat and service units. Worst*
possible conclitions were accepted as .routine and without cor-.
plaint. Seemingly impossible r.issions were all accomplished
without quibblng or delay..Continuous off enbive was main-

tained only because o" t5-e highest order off American courage,
determination, andt. patriotism .combined with full ability to
cooperate in teanwo.Ik. The success of this campaign was due,
almost entirely to the brave .spirit and the high morale of
the individual men and officers who fought it..

QEN Re HCDGE,
Major Gen ral, IUnitecl -States Army,

on. Commanding.
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Section I General, a±'agrVaphs 1-6.

Section . II -SeizUre of Beachhead,
Paragraphs 7-15. .

Section III Expansion of Initial Beach-
head, Paragraphs 16-.22.

Section IV - Japanese Airborne Counter-
attack, Paragraphs 23-28.

Section V - Operations. on West Coast,
Paragraphs 29-36.

Maps - /50,OOP LEYTE I SLANDo

SECTION 1-GENERAL
!. The XXIV Corps was ac~tivated 8 April 19.44 at SGHOFIELDBARRACKS, T.H., with Major General John R. Hodge, United Stwtes

Army in' command. PersOnne, for .the, Headquarters and Headquart-ers Company was obtained from sources available to- the Command-ing General, Pacific Ocean Areas (ComGenPOA) (Lt. GeneralRobert C. Richardson, Jr..) and began assembling at SCHOFIELDBARRACKS soon after activation of the unit (.Annex A -Rosterof HeadLquarters and Headquarters Company) . Training of allavailable elements of the Corps and attached units was con-.ducted in the HAWAIIAN ISLANDS, using the excellent facilities
provided by ComGenPOA.,.

2. The initial operation assigned to the Corps was part.icipation in a projected attack on the PALAU GROUP to be con-.ducted by the Commander in Chief United States Pacific Fleet
,.and Paoific Dcean Axeas (CinCPACS (Admiral C. W. Nimitz);Planning was promptly initiated for an assault landing onBABELTHUAP. , PALAU by the XXIV. Corps in-conjunction with an
attack by "the III.Marine Amphibious Corps in the southern
islands of the PALAU GROUP.

3. By. 7 July 1944 the concept had been changed to 01. gn

to the XXIV Corp$ the mission of .capturing YAP ISLAND folowing
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laniding by the' III,-,arine Amphibious. Corps on. PEfjELIU .:._arid
ANGAUR- ISLANDS of the' PAU GRO

4. The corps Ompleted planning for the YAP operation,

con t M, T. andloadedinto the-.a.s-.

n d c e . ',ler a a t T o 1 1 , -a.lmf - h

signe pping. , slow estelement o

C oiVoy saled fro PE! R HBOR on11..Setmr194 Con
cdent, wth the depar e fromPEARu oHARBOR of 'the-.Transport-Gou'soN15Septembe the objfth ''XXIV Corps

.- 5 -
,.. •m 

b

was canged to LEYT ET The Corps O.hmmander pwite

members of his r~afcnbore and no ve d b y airt ed
qute Souhasa f at .4.H LANDA nto plas.
sianed es'ifor The ..'for opot. T jst elements of the.
Corp sailed from:PERL"HRORon 15 September 1944,Inclosur

-No. 1S Org.anizti . art.r a page 7 Loa ding Cht.

-. The opertIon fo r the -apture of LEYTEw X con pscte

bth'0Commander in., Chi ef 'Southwe st PaC'if i. Ar ea ,(Genera
Dolas Mhag th) 'ith the Cormmanding Gener Sith Ary . .
(LtbGenra ter uer br, inecommand' of,. the adin orce

whi h consisutetdr of' the X -:Corps-, (Maj:or,,. Geherta. F/ranklin s C.

:~ ~ ~~ XI --."Co-ilo fp, Te . TEL hABO .on 1r: do -0 es e -c9ri c- sue

Sib ext) and-,the XXVCrs h hr mphibious IForce Vic
Adcia . T. Wilkinson), chargedp with.'.oment ofhe C r.: to

k..

-:it objecTive anestablishment o the Cre orps ashre waspaced': "

" uneb teyorl fthe Commanderin 7if ouhe th fc Fleea (VienAdmral.,

6. The Corpsr completed r assemblea EWOnn 25
Setme 1944.sted oThe C0=aorps key, members of hisMASep SbAr 1944A TheY IsLA nder ander lemere all
plnstf were ompleteani ednl onferenced., is

. ary oreer ded' f bor the bcassault acnl i eturned tby nDIAefor cor
ton teams, air ikedplans.d nava sagau n re o embet ate

nU s.le aADMIRALTY ISLANDS on 3 ctobe i1944 where s o
Pilcns,*.wer,,Q-..,,:C ohplet'ed, and- . fina 1... orders . ...i~ u ... .. . . ""

seizing the initial beachhead on 1:the cast coas.t, or-: ' ne
X Corps landed.simultaneously. The late hour of landing was
nec ssa y to permit daylight entry of the Tractor and Transport,.
Groups into LEYTE GULF, the,.entrance to which was known to be

mined (Inclsure No-. 2, Map of LEYTE). '

.8. The landing formation of the Corps was largely die-
tateclby the manner in :which units had been lo-aded for the YAP
.peration,. The 96th Infantry Division (Maj or. General J. L.

B'rachldy ) on :the right and the 7th InfantryDivision (Major
General A. V. Arnold) onthe left first put ashore four (4),

assault battalion, landing teams, each using LVTs carried -to

the laUnching area in LSTs. Due to the absence of* a fringing
reef at LEYTE, later waves in landing craft were able to

-4-
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proceed cirectly-from the"transpo.rts to.beaches. -(Rehearsals
preparatory to- the projected YAP assault included transfers
from LCVPs to LVTs foZ' passage across the . reef)

th 9.The prescybe scheme of' maneuver (Map, page 5 of'
the 96th Infantry Diision was to bypass on both-sides til
dominating terrain feature of CATMON HILL,. (59 4354.), then
to attadk north",nd northwest tomahe junc'tion with X Coips,
secure the .northern b0Undary of the-Corps beachhead and seize
the TANAUAN (60o,.,5 ?)'$AG-AMI (47,,398) hiha.CATMON!
HILL was to rece.,ve especial attention of air and naval run-
fire support cW,,"n , the preparation and-landing Ne.traliza-tion Of the iP was 'to be dontinue. by all ava Ible moans,
including artill' .. aSoon. as landed0  This plan.provec1lhigly efffective., -Hostile .ire fm OATON HILL was ne'Ver
severe enough to inte 'f ere sorious 'with optti~ns, The
7th Division was to mke its main e ffort west oh the rotad.to BURAUEN (46t0-.29.O), capture the airfields, and then.tUrn
north and capture DAGAMI, all the while covering the south
f lank oC the Corps.,. These schemes were carried out without
mateiai change.

10. Due to the strong preparationand effective naval.
gunfire and air support,, initial enemy resistance from the
extensive fiQld fortification's along all the landing beaches
was light, (Map, page 8, Estimated Location Hostile Units on
A Day). Almost unlimited beaches-, coupled with excellentweather and absence of serious hostile air-resistance, pe re
mitted the early landingof, all elements of the Corps. By
24 October (A plus 4) all shipping was unloaded and the entireCorps of some 55,000.men with 85,000 weight tons of' cargo had
been firmly established ashore. This is believed to set a
record for Pacific operations to date. The cargo included
supplies to meet the expected, expenditures, during applroximately
thirty (30) days of operations. The. Corps CP was opened atOALBA$AG (62.3-27.7)- at 1200, 23 October, the..CP aboard the
USS Mt. Olympus (AGC 8) closing at the. same hour. At '1500 on
the same day-the Corps Commr rander assumed command ashore.

11. On the lef't the, 7th Division drov, rapidly west
from DULAG (62.7-26,5), -capturing DULAG airfield on 21 Octo-
ber andl the town of BURAUEN (46.0-2-9.0O) on 24 October.
Isolated centers of' fanatically resisting Japs ,weire encoun-.
tered during this advance but except f'or one counterattack,.
by tanks and .inf'antry west of' DULAG on.21 October, tt~e def'en.
sive units appeared to" be scattered and lacking in. coordinated
control by higher headquarters. The'l7th Infantry (7th Divi-
sian) initially in Corps Reserve was released to the. division
on 22 October.

12. During this advance the right of the division ovexr
ran the SAN PBLO (50.930.35 and BAYUG (48.0-29.7) airfields
but encountered a Strong defofisive position protecting BURI(47.6-3l.3 ) field. The mass of the division turned north
after leaving a garrison in BURAUEN to protect its flank
and rear, and advanced toward DAGAMI. A coordinated envel-
oping attack resulted in capture df DURI airfield on
27 October 1944 after a bitter-fight. The 7th Division con-
tinued its advancenorth(and captured DAGAMI on 30 October.
The resistance encountered in this advance was determined"
particularly in the vicinity of BURI (town) (46.8-34.0),
8%UINAHONA (47.3-34.9), a cd DAG-AMI.
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13. Meanwhile the 96th Division in a two-pronged attack,
drove inland through almost ..mpassable-swamps south.of CATMON
HILL and sent a force north on the beach road to TANAUAN,
where contact was made with X Corps unit!y on 25 October, The
advance inland met little resistance until it reached the vice-inity of TABONTABON (54.7"37.0), which place was captured on
27 October 1944 after a bitter fight. The division's left
/then advanced in two columns, reaching the TANAUA4N-DAGAMI
road at the unnamed road junction 2,500 yards east of DAGAMI
and at KILING (55.2-41.4). Capture of the latter place-
which was. stubbornly defended- was expedited by a simultan-m
eous attack from the east by elements of the division whichhad previously occupied TANAUAN. The assigned mission of
securing the beachhead line was accomplished on schedule onA plus 10 (30 October), when the 96th and 7th Divisions made
contact in the vicinity of DAGAMI.

14. CATMON HILL which had been initially bypassed and
isolated was completely occupied on 30 October by the 381st
Infantry (96th Division) which had been released from Army
Reserve for this purpose. This regiment, attacking up the
riadge from the southeast, encountered only scattered resis-
tance.

15. The latter part of the operation to seize the beach-.
hecad line was complicated by the progressive deterioration
of existing roads, the- increasing difficUlties of cross-
country movement due to frequent' torrential rains and by the
withdrawal of naval combatant forces, including aircraft,
This latter event, caused by the necessitiesof the situation
which resulted in the "Second Battle of the Philippines Seas,"
removed all naval gunfire and close air support from the land
operations .after 24 October. For the next few days fri.endlyair support was practically non-existent and Jap aviation was
ac tive.

SEC ION II AN ION OF NI IAL BEACHHEAD

16. The Corps promptly initiated operations to completeits mission of liberating southern LEYTE in conjunction with
X Corps operations in the north (Map, pagelO). At this time
the Corps' - plan contemplated an eventual disposition with ithe
96th Division making the holding attack from east of thec moimu-

uu.Lmiwili-L u ,v'rui viv sion drove north up the west coastfrora BAYBAY (33.6-.92.5) to complete the destruction of theenemy, Early seizure of .the .ABUYOG (59..8m2'.0 )_BAyBAy road -
the only one across the m_untains in the Corps zone of action
was essential to this plan. This mission was assigned to the
7th Division which was to be gradually r eleased from missions
in the beachhead. At this time the 7th Division was also

..irected o... send. a_ reinforced bat.talion to PANAON $TRAITS
(southeast- LEYTE) (70-30) to relieve X Corps units in that
area (I.closure No. 2, Map of LEYTE).

17' The 96th Division was assigned a .zone which included
the original beachhead and was directed to begin the progros-.sive relief of 7th Division elements in this area, Tho 96thalso started an advance to the west to destroy the hostile

E.. F-
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forces in its zone of action and to locate and secure all
trails over the mountains,

-.-IS Enemy resistance remaining-in the hills west of the
beachhead was centered in the DAGAMI area. It was later cle-
termined that the remnants of the 16th Japanese Division-
the original garrison of the island - had withdrawn to well-
prepared defensive positions in difficult terrain west and
southwest of this place, These positions blocked the eastern
entrance to available trails for withdrawal to, or reinforce-
ment from the west coast0° Recluction.of these positions anddestruction of the r ezmnnts of the 16th Jap Division east of
the principal mountain range occupied the 96th Division for
sometime and resulted in numerous bitter fights under extremely
difficult conditions, Absence of all-weather roads and the
location of successive strong enemy positions on high ground
behind the rice padclies and. swamps along the road complicated.
this job. Supply and evacuation were extremely difficult.
fRecourse to caribao and hand-carry to support forwardc elements

,was the rule,

19. The 7th Division immediately Initiated its advance
to the south of the beachhead with such forces as were avail-
able, cleaned out hostile groups south of the MARABANG RIVER
(south boundary of the beachhead) and secured ABUYOG (Map,
page 10). It seized and repaired the road to BAYBAY against
little opposition and by 5 November had a reinforced battalion
in that place. Reconnaissance in force was immediately started
northward up the coast towaird ORMOC (10.8a32.3) to meet andblook the anticipated enemy advance southward from that place#
By 10 November a strong position was established on the coast
in contact with the enemy near DAMULAAN (24.8-15.2). From
observation posts on the west coast the 7th Division units
during early November repeatedly reported enemy shipping inORMOC BAY apparently delivering considerable reinforcenents#
This fact was soon verified.

20. The enemy eventually brought in the 35th Army Headl-
quarters (reputedly undler c omand of Lieutenant G'eneral
Yamashita' with the lst, 8th, 26th, 30th an~d 102nd Japanese
Divisions, in whole or in part. Although our air strikes
succeeded in destroying Portions of these organizations, it
is estimatedl that the Japs succeeded in bringing in at least
60,000 reinf orc emen ts.

21. eTh appearance of substantial hostile reinforcements
on the wost coast caused a shift in the Sixth Arny's weight
toward the north to meet the threat against its right flank.
The Corps was assigned a new mission of securing the DAGAMI-
JARO (31.0-54.5) road and a new zone of action which oxtended
to tho JARO-PALO (57.5-51.2) road (Highway 2).on the north
(Map, page lo), This new area and mission were given to the
96th Division, which was ordered to suspend relief of the
7th Division in the beachhead and to turn over to the latter
that portion of its recently acquired zone of action lying
south off GUINARONA (on the BURAUEN-DAGAMI. road). In addition
to thesec4anges, the $ixth Army directed that one combat team
be held immediately available for motor movement to the north
and that another be available on order for a proposed opera-
tion in northern MINDANAO ISLAND. These changes in the situa-
t"ion caused a delay in the displacement of the 7th Division
to the west coaslt until the 11th Airborne Division (Major

- I -
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General J. '. Swing) arrived on the island and was placed
under the operational control of the Corps. By 22 November
this division had taken over the 7th Division zone of action
in the BURAUN area, releasing the latter for an attack in
force on the west coast. A battery of Corps' 155mm guns was
moved to the west coast, attached to the 7th Division, and
pushed forward to enable this division to place artillery
fire on ORMOC. The E26th Field Artillery Battalion (155mm

gun) moved t o DARO (274l53.1) under operational control of
the X Corps to fire on the OFBMOC vicinity, The 77th Infantry
Division. (Major General A, D, Bruce) arrived on- 23 November,.,.
was attached to the Corps, and by 24 November was in reserve
positions on the east coast. During this period plans for
an amphibious landing in -the vicinity 'of ORMOC were abandoned
duo; to lack of shipping and absence Of naval support.

22- By early December, the 7th Division had complete4
asby in the,]AYBAY-r.CARDAO, (28 0llo3c) area on the west

coast and had repulsed several strong attacks on its.covering
force. This displacement of the 7th Division to the west
coast and advance toward ORMOC served to draw all Jap local
reserves from the ORNx(OC area. The mass of the Jap 26th Divi-
sion was also attracted so'uth by this threat to its rear.At this time, sufficient LSMs and LCI"Sto lift a : strong force,

together with destroyer support, were made available andplans
were completed to take advantage of this enemy-situation by
an amphiblousoperation directed against the ORMOC area.
The Corps established, an advance CP :at BAYBAY on 5 December
to 'permit close contact with this operation, which is described
in Section V.

SECTION IV-JAP ,SE AIRBORNEC0JNTPUATACK(5-I1 December)'( ketch: n , , , ,...,:! *,:;. Ai b rn . ack ..-P e 1
o ai- Aie ntt Ack ae 13)

23. Just after dark 26 November, several Japanese tranS-
port Planes of DO-2 type crash-landed in the surf on CQrps
boaches. Two landed safely, Cine other, attempting to land
at BURI Airfield, was shot down by -AAA units. All carried
fully equipped demolition personnel, some of whom were killedin the landings. Several of the Japs who landed safelywere
killed by our troops in the vicinity but an estimated thirty

(30) Japs escaped and started, Fin the direction of BURAUEN.
All our units were alerted and vigorous patrolling was stated
immediately. During the next few days, most of these Japs
were killed. Documents carried by these troops gave indication
of plans for an airborne operation directed against airfields
on LEYTE.

24. Beginning about 4 December, a marked increase in
enemY ground activity west of the BURAUEN Airfields was apparxl
ent, with a considerable number of Jap troops infiltrating
through our outposts and hiding in rice paddies north of the

airfields. These fields were used only for Cub.plane and
casual operations, no combat air Units being stationed £n the

area. During the evening of 6 December large numbers of Jap
airplanes were reported over LEYTE - byvarVus agencies on the

island. At about 1840, a fOrmati 6f tr ~ ports, supported
by bombers and . fighters, dt pped n-est in$_ed two hundred and
fifty (250) paratroops at the northe:tst en d of SAN PABLO Air-
field. Other paratroops, were dropped .in. scattered areas.

- . .-
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During this attack an estimated thirty (30) airplanes-
bombers, fighters and' transports - were shot down at various
parts of the island.

25. From captured orders and prisoner of war statements,
it was later learned that the 35th Army had planned to parti-
cipate on a major scale with the airborne operations of the
1st Parachute Training Regiment, which made the attack* The
CP of the 35th Army was apparently moved to the east side of
the mountains in anticipation of this operation and orders,
for a coordinated attack were issued to the remnants of both
the 16th and 26th Jap D;i.ions. The former division moved
a considerable force to the area west' of the airfields and
succeeded in infiltrating some 400-500 through our outposts'-

into BURI' airfield, The 26th Division, •.however, appears to
have been blocked by the attack of our llth Airborne Division
through the mountain passes, Captured orders indicated that
three (3) echelons of paratroops, totalling tme one thousand
(1000) were to be dropped0  Apparently, only one (1) echelon
of about two hundred and fifty (250) paratroops actually made
the attack.

26. The paratroops who landed on SAN PABLO field just -

before dusk on 6 December created considerable confusion
among the service troops, aviation ground personnel, avia-
tion engineers, antiaircraft crews. and miscellaneous personnel
bivouacked in the area, generally without prepared defensive
positions. Elements of the llth Airborne Division (which was
charged with defense of the area) located south of SAN PABLO
field and a battalion of the-96th Division which occupied a
defensive position along the road west of BURI field held
their positions during the night of 6-7 December.

27. Early the next morning, available elements of the
11th Airborne Division, consisting largely of artillerymen
and headquarters and service personnel, attacked SAN PABLO
from the south but were stopped before reaching the strip .
The 149th Infantry (less one battalion) of the 38th Division
which had just arrived at LEYTE enroute to another operation
was made available to the Corps and placed under operational
control of the l1th Airborne Division. This regiment moved
to the vicinity of SAN P LO prepared to attack toward the
northwest on the morning of 8 December, During the night,
however, the Japs withdrew to the northern side, of' BURl
field. A coordinated attack, supported by artillery and
mortar fire, eventually succeeded in clearirrg the entire area
by the evening of 10 December.

28. During the night of 10-Il December, Jap remnants
began evacuating the irfield area, encountering our out-

-posts in their withdrawal to' the hills. On the 11th, a few
scattered Japs were killed tn the vicinity of the fields.

By, nightfall 11 December, the area was considered secured
With only scattere ndividuals remaining. Between five
hundred (500) and ik hundred (600) Japs were killed in the
airfield area during the.-"Battle of the Aiifieldst.

SECTION V- OPERATIONS ON WEST COAST (5-25 December

29. Meanwhile the coordinated Corps attack to capture

-14-
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ORMOC was Well under way. The 7th Division launched Its
a ttack north from DAMULAAN on 5 December, at which time the
lith Airborne Division attacked west through the mountaihs
to complete the topincer" on the Jap 26th Division. Theseattacks were progressing satisfactorily when the 77th Division
(less dotaohments) moved by water from the cast* coast and
landed successfully at DEPOSITO (14.8-27.0) Just south of
OPMOC on the morning of 7 December. Task Group 78.3 (Rear"
Admliral Struble), of the 7th Fleet successfully conductec
the oaphibious phase o this operation in spite of strong air
resistance. >Y:s: IandiL:g placed- the division behind the 26th
Jap Division w,.h had been opposing the advance of the 7th
Division nortL )L'c AX3!.Y and in rear of enemy troops operc-
tin.- in the v c,%-. VALLEY against the X Corps. The 7ti
Division, using ca-, r v1alble fire power and making especixally
effective use o_ anphibian tanks moving by wateX' to deliver
flanking 75n fire on hostile defensive positions along the
coast, hacd reached a point about 8,000 yards south of DEPOSITO
by the time of the landing of the 77th Division at that place.

30. The 96th Infantry and llth Airborne DiVisions ad-
vanced through the mountains from the east, completing the
envelopment of hostile positions on the west coast. These
operations which were conducted without' motor vehicles in
extremely rough terrain presented supply and evacuation pro-

/blems as difficult as can be imagined. The l1th Airborne
LDivision encountered extremely bitter resistance in the
MAHONAG-ANAS (29-27) area but after much hard fighting at
close quarters broke up organized Jap resistance in the
passes and eventually succeeded in reaching the west coast
and making contact With the 7th Division, Reinforcement andsupply of this force was accomplished to a great extont by
air. Medical personnel and equipment, delivered by parachute,
established a hospital at 4AHONAG. Evacuation from this hos-
pital was largely by hands-carry to the west coast after the
pass had been secured(-supplemented by Cub planes operating

4 from a strip at LUBI (30,9-26.4), In some cases, it required
twelve (12) days to get wounded to clearing stations in those
'circumstances.

31. The landing Of the 77th Division at DEPOSITO caughtthe enemy by surprise and was met by little ground resistance.
The dlivision's Advance to the north proceded rapidly until
CAMP DOWNES (11.8-31.0) was reached. At this point determined
resistance was encountered and overcome, CAN? DOWNES being
captured on 9 December, This was followed closely by the
capture of ORMOC on the 10th. Especially bitter resistance
was encountered in the adlvancie north from. ORMOG with frequent
strong Japanese counterattacks from stubbornly dlefencded dlug-
in positions. VALENCIA (07.0-43,8) Was Qaotured on the 18th

by well executed- flanking maneuver, however, and LIBUNGAO
(05.s-50.l) and the strategic road Junction Just north thereof
were captured- by 20 December. In the fighting near the road
Junction the Japs committed fresh troops from the 5th Infantry,
8th Divislon (which had just landed on the west coast at
PALOMPON (84,5-37.0)i) in a counterattack from the west, On
21 December contact was madc with the X Corps at CANANGA
(05.2m53.4) on the bounclary,

32. On the night of 11-12 December, one of the wildest
melees of the LEYTE campaign occurrod when a Jap reinforcement
and resupply convoy of two (2)'ships an one (i e ntered
ORMO BAY and, in the beliof that ORIMOC was still in Japanese
hanLs, attempted to beach at the same ti e and near the plce

16
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a United States resupply convoy was beaching, One Jap ship.
and the barge were sunk and many of the Japs !killed by fire-,
of AA weapons, amtanks, Ms, tanks and -artillery, There was
no loss to United States bhipping.

33, In the meantime the 7th Division reachedr.IPIL
(13.6-28.2) on 11 December .and took over-.west coast supply
installations .at that placeo SOon thereafter, one .infantry
regiment of the 7thDVision moved to ORMOC and. took over the
defense of that~place, under operational control of the77th
Division. On 24 December the 7th Division zone of action was
expanded to include all of the,west coast south of the line
PA L0MON*VAEN CIA.

34. After making contact wLth the X Corps the 77th Divi-
sion changed direct:on and, advanced west%' toward PALOMPON
against continuous resistance -from well-located enemy positions
dominating ..the road, OP the night of 24-"25.:-December it diso
patched a. reinforced battawion from OROC in: amphibian tractors,
supported by amphibian tanks and screened by PT boats, to land
near PALOPON arid seize th.t place. This movement requiring,- .4
a " swim" of over forty ,(40) nautical miles, was successfully
accomplished with the loss of only three (5) vehicles and no
personnel*. The landing,, which, was. unopposed, followed by
seizure of the PALOMPON area the samrt day, marked the close

of the campaign under the command o he Sixth Army.

5. The .initial opexatoxs:--,on ,he wes t .oas re asup-
(ported almost exclusively by truck hauls over the narrow one-
way-mountain road between ABUYOG .and B.AYBAY, •..Accumulation.
of sizeable Stocks of supplies was never possible. Theihi
ping available to the 77th Division was.sufficient to carry
only enough supplies for initial'needs. The supply situation
remained critical .on the west coast until regular LSM convoy
una from the east coast were inaugurated in mid-Decehber*
Despite frequent air attacks these convoys eventually suc- ,.
ceeded.in transporting adequate supplies to the west coast
units.

56. While the foregoing action officially ended the
"organized reslist'ance" on L~TE the :?XIV Corps continued °
operations in its zone unti! early. January. when, it .took over
all Of thaLEYTE-SAi v -CAIOT2ES area. Active .mopping-up
operations, including an amphibious, operation by a reinforced
battalion .against the CAMOTES IS.LANDS. f'ully .occupied..the..
troops of the Cor'ps for another :month and a half. During
this latter period, 14,.221 Jams Were killed andconsiderable
additional supplies and equipment were dlestroyedbefore the
Corps was relieved by elements of the X Corps early in.
February. These.operations under command of 'the Eighth Army

will.be covered In a later;report.

-17-
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a.. The fact that a complete change of target oc-
curred after the Corps was embarked greatly increased the
normal problem of providing pre-landing intelligence.. Dis-
tribution of all available material prior to sailing.from
OAHU, however, supplemented by additional'issues at each
stop,. resulted in a satisfactory solution.

b. Lack of air reconnaissance and photography dur*
ing most of.-the, operation- reduced available information -of
this type below the desirable minimu;

2.20. a s._ Aerial P.I-otogroh.'

a. Available maPs (scales 1/25,000, 1/50,000 and,

1/250,900) were generally inaccurate and lacking in vertical
control. Th.eywere of extremely limited value to units,
smaller than regiments. Except for coast lines and 'major
road nets., .horizontal control was uniformly_ poor, Repre-
sentation of the interior of the island -differed from the
terrain-.by-as much.as several thouseand yards in manycases.

.b. Good aerial photographs, including obliques,
of the-beaches were available prior to the landing. Later,
although add1l.onal photCs were furnished, complete coverage
of the area of operations was never obtained. The time lag
betwe'en.a request for photo :coverage and receipt of the prints
was usually so'great that the value of the photos was greatly
reduced. For exmple, .a request for strip .coveage of the
area just wost of the BURAUEN-DAGAMI road was forwarded ap-
proximately 22 October 1944. 'Prints of this area were del-
ivered! to the Corps on 7 November 1944 long after the area
was c~mpletely under our control.

c. The disadvantages of this lack of accurate naps
and photos, iln appropriate scales, are obvious. These dlif-
ficulties were exaggerated in this campaign where converging
operations by large units were the rule.Small units met
the situatiOn by continuous extensive patrolling and soon
had accurate local maps developed from sketches submitted bythparl.Ctuempsndktcsadgeriai-

the patrols. Captured maps and sketches zand --guerrilla ins".
formation also proved to be extremely valuable..

3. Combat Intellirzenca.
a. Initial in telligence info ation provided prior

to-the landing proved to be accurate. The, enemy order of
battle and troop dispositions wore especially good.

b. Beginning with the pre-landing reports of un der-

water demolition teams., assault, uhits sent back the greatvolume of -,information which" constituts:.,the backbone 'of com-
bat intelligence As these units, became-,indoctrinated with

st 4hE4



the value of such inforn toqq.,and Je necessity for accurate
reporting, the efficiency 6f.'the combat intelligence system
increased. Native reports, although.habitually greatly exag
gerated, were valuable, especially in loating enemy stragglers
and small patrols in rer .of our lines and in providing nega-
tive enemy information.

4. R ennaissancaeo

a. The. scarcity of air-observation, except by
liaison planes organic to .the Corps', -placed the ground units
'on their own" forreconnaissance toan unusual degree.
Patrolling was on such a scale that early in the campaign
all parts Qf. LEYTE under control of.. the Corps were covered,
by a netw6rk of patrols -Especially -in the mountainous inter-
ior, such patrols often lived., away from. base for as much as
ten (10) clays with only such supplies as could be carried orobtained o.Xf the country. They located' all sizeable groups

of Japs and maintained contact with the latter until they,,.
were either destroyed or scattered.

b. Artillery liaison planes, despite frequent
impossible'.weather for flying, did r..an excellent Job of visual
reconnaissance. Attempts to use-K-20 cameras from these
planes produced only fair-results, however.

c. Water reconnaissance by PT. boats when available
and by all. manner of craft includin, amphibian vehicles was
extensively used.

d.. The lack of a Corps reconnaissance unit wa8,
keenly felt in this operation. Such a unit 'would-have. been
very valuable in all phases of the operation. Its absende
resulted in-additional loads on division agencies overtaxing
their capacities and required formation of special task units
for missions that could have been more effectively accomplish-
ed by a. regularly- organized reconnaissance, unit.

5. Guerrillas.

a. It was hoped that contact would be made early
with a reliable, well-organized and equipped guerrillaor-
ganization. Such was not the case,, however. Individuals,
claiming to be, guerrillas, streamed into command posts of
all echelons. Corps @-2.was soon forced to establish a.n"
organization to receive and investigat'e these indivi~duals.

.b. Guerrillas became increasingly valuable as. 'the
campaign progressed. Organized units ...became ax~ailablc and '
worked under control of division Com~manders in whose arcas
they were located. These guerrillas-provided 'much valuable

information of the enemy and the terrain, acted as -guides,.
and under American. supervision guarded bridges 'and other in-
stallations. In the unoccupied areas in ,the southern part
of the island, guerrilla units-were the .only troops present 9

c., On 25 December 1944, guerrilla units were func-
tioning with divisions as follows:

7th Division - 94th Guerrilla Regiment
(less one battalion)

llth Airborne Division.- 3rd Battalion, 95th
Rogiment (-.).-plus 30 men from
combat company'and 100 men from
service company

1• 9a.
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77th Division- 9.th Regiment

96th Division 95th Regip ent (-3rd Battalion
and Detachment)"

6. Go-unter-!n tell! ence, .. _

a, In view of the large numbers of civilians pre-
sent. and the impossibility Of preventing their passage through
our lines-in both directions,. it-is probable that Japanese.
sympathizers and spice among them-kept the enemy well informedc

aboutour dispositions. It is difficult to get the Americn
soldier to exercise the nece'ssary.harshness to keep natives,
particularly women an" qhIld-ren, from goingt their homes
or from wandering at wiMS'fi houghout tho entirearea 010
units were confronted W.1.t'.amost difficult job in investigat-
ing acnd locating pro-Jap ancd subv ersive natives.

b. The CIC organizati6n was 'as follows:

XXIV Corps CIC:
.DULAG Corps area investigations, routine

checks, etc..
RIZAL (61.5-22.4)- Corps CP area security,
BAYBAY,-OROC - Assisting 7th Division 0etach-a

ment with security checks and
in securing information on
CAMOTES.

7th Division CIC- 0RMOC-BAYBAY 'Tactical in-
formation on CAMOTES, routine
.checks, etc.

77th Division CIC - VALENCIA.! Routine checks,
tactical information, etc.

96th Division CIC- 96th Division CP Routine
checks, security, etc.

7. Prisoners of War.
a. The USual acts of treachery Occurred early in

the oampaign reducing the enthusiasm of the troops for taking
prisoners. The Japanese wheil c p ured universally appe~ed
to tell al&l they knew. Although much Valuable information was
obtained from prisoners, most of then were stragglers with
little late information of their own units.

b. The interpreters teams~(NISEI) again provedl their
great value in interrogation of prisoners and translation o0f
captured documents.

c. CumulatiVe totals of prisoners captured by, 25
December follow ( s e e. chal i , Pae, 21).:

.7th Division -87
l1th Airborne Division- 10
77th. Division - 49
96th Division - 49
97th AAA Group - 2
Navy. -1

TOTAL...... 98

20
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8. Jaipanse0apgn on LEYT~t.

a. The 16th Jap Division (Lt. General Makino) re-
inforced by 4,000 troops.,/:with a total strength of about
20,000, is believed to bave been' the garrison of" LEYTE. Ex-
tensive field fortifications covered the landing beaches on
the eastern coast. Pre4lnvasion air strikes destroyed many
vehicles on roads and apparently disrupted.enemy plans to
ocupt' these positions. The preliminary bombardment further
disrupted enemy plans so that resistance at the shore line
was negligible. Only a few Jap dead were seen 'in the beach
areas durilng and after, the assault.

b. Our drive inland soon overran the only lateral
beach road and eventu lly ,mt the def ending force in the Corps

zone into three (3) i oatd groups, Resistance by isolated'
groups was determined3  Local counterattacks were delivered
with entuasm, Litt\e sn lgn of ivisional control was apo
parent in any of these ini.al defensive activities, however.

c. When the success of our operation to seize an
initial beachhead was assured, the 16th Jap Division appar-
ently made an organized effort.to reassemble in strong posi-
tions generally west of DAGAI-TI and to secure the trails over
the mountains ranging between the east and west coasts for
latr operations. Extremely limited and ineffective use of
demolitions was apparent both during this phase and also
throughout the campaign.

d. It was apparently the enemy's intention to employ
the bulk of the reinforcements landed on thewest coast of
LEYTE in an offensive to the north and east of ORMOC to breoc
out of the western coastal plain. The 26th Jap Division with
the apparent mission of protecting the rear of this offensive
advanced south doivn the coast and clelivered a series of
strong attacks against ele.nents of our 7th Division north of
BAYBAY. With the repulse of these attacks the ap 26th Div-
ision assumed a passive defense of the -est coast,'with strong
elements attempting to push east over the-'mountains to se-
cure the ALBUERA (21.8.--2) .6) 3URAEN trail and attack BUP-AUEN

e. The paratroop attack on the BTI-AUEN airfield
area on 6 December1 was part 6f a coordlinated attempt to cap-
ture airfield installat ions in the BU -tAU;N area, The 16th
andl 26th Jap Divisions were ordered to attack overland and
assist the airbOrneI forces, The attack of the 16th Division.
constituted little more than a nuisance since it involvcdl
only some 400-5~00 troops, The 26th Division was stopped andl
deostroyedl in the mountains andl never reached BURAUEN in
force. ..

f. Our landing at DEPOSITO on 7 December and establ-
ishment ashore of the 77th Division split the Jap forces on
the west coast. Our rapid seizure of the western coastline
trapped many enemy troops in the area to the east while oc-
cupation of all roads on the west coast cut the remaining
hostile forces into several small groups. Destruction or
Capture of the major supply and hospital installations left
these groups little logistic support- The capture of
PALOMPON on Christmas Day, 1944 closed tlhe last feasible
evacuation or reinforcement port.

-22-
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g. At this time the Jap forces probably consisted
of some 15,000-16,000 troops assembled in small groups in
the mountains and the Western coastal plain. Lt. General
Yamagata, 26th Jap Division commander, had his OP in the
mountains east of O0A0C and consistently attempted to assemble
all enemy remnants in that 'areto It is thought later on he
succeeded in Collecting-some,3,000-4,000. Other enemy troops
ohn the west coast eventually assembled north of PALOPON in
.a group-of some 2,000-3,000. •

h4 Estinated number of enemy killed by major
elements of the Corps up to 25 December', were:

7th Division - 9,837
77th Division - 12,789'
96th Division - 7,296
llth Airborne. Division 4,247
Corps and Service Troops - 287
Guerrillas 557

TOTA---35,013

i. The following is an:. analysis of comparative
friendly and enemy casualties in this campaign-(page 24a):

TOTAL CASUALTIES TOTAL FRIENDLY,
PE 10O, E KIA' PER 100
(KIA ndPOWs,)ENEM IA •

7th Division 15 (1:6) 3 (1:33)
77th Division .10 (1:10) 2' (1:50)
96th Division 16 1:6) 5 -.1:20)
11th Airborne Division 12 (1:8) 5 1:20
Corps Troops 45* (1:2) 7* 14)
XXIV Corps *14 (1:7) 3 (1"33)

* Probably due to Corps Troops being subjected to enemy
action against which only passive resistance was
possible. Variables render t his figure inaccurate,

Corps'Troops include: Hq nd Hq Co, XXIV Corps
, • - Attached AA, Ord, Engr, QM4 Troops

Naval Personnel (who turned in i PW)
: ,. .FXXZV Corps Artillery

This does not include casualties suffered by guerrillas.
Enemy killed by guerrillas, however, are a negligiblo factor
in. computations above.,

9. EnayTactics md Wa ons.

a. Japanese tactics as encountered on LEYTE twere
about as had been expected, wVrith nooutstanclng novelties.-
Most of .,he. ener.yattacks were macic a night and usually in-
Volved small numLbers. ,Several small hostile daylight attacks
were -executed. with marked skill, The jap- artillery. was sel-
dom able to mass its fires but on several occasions delivered.
good preparations in l.iited areas,

...... b. In defense the individual Jap, as always, was a
determined fighter, skilled in camouflage and use of grotlci..

-23-



His quickness in attacking- and. offten estroying- tanks
separated from infantry support was conspicuous9  An out-

standing ffault was n almost universal ffailure to make eff
fective use of demolitions to hinder or delay our advance•
Attempts to destroy bridges (of 'which there were hundreds)
were usually only-partially effective' leaving the bridges
east -to repair.

c. Enemy security was weak, Numerous incidents were
reported off our units surprising Japs sleeping or eating.
When.surprled tIhe Jap .11U. 1sily killed..as he seldom .reacted
aggressively.- .1 } ;

c-, Continued. aggressive attempts were made by small

enemy groups to destcroy important installations, especially.
155mm .guns. satchel chr:es were the principal weapons em-
ployed in .such at.tem pts, some .of which were successful.

e. The only weapons encountered new to this command
were the Model 90, 75mm gun - .an excellent piece of artillery
and the so--called- "lunge mine"-, a shaped charge- mounted on.. a
stick for use against tanks,

10. Atrooities.
Ins.tances off atrocities committed by Jap soldiers

against civilians, especially by isolated. Japs attempting to
escape, were numerous.

i. ad Leaflets

Although some Japs surrendered reportedly as.a re-

sult of reading surrender leaflets, effforts in this direction
co uld .not be considered successful.- Special letters directed-
to enemy division commanders -ind dropped near faJly well iden-

tifiecl CPs had no noticeable effect. The understandable re-

luctance of our troops to trust any JaP oubtless contributes
to the cliffficulty of inducing the enemy to surrender.

12. -Public relations.

Considerable newspaper space was given to the LEYTE

campaign in newspapers and! magazines in the United States.
That this was due to the inherbntnews ' value off the camoaign
rather than to any coordlinated efffort on the part off 0o~ps,
Headlquarters is selff-eviclent when it is r ealizedl that the
current T/Os make no allowance ffor public relations in any
head~quarters. Public relations work is a necessary and vital

ffunction off a Corps Headlquarters° Public relations, as ex-
pressedl in complete news Coverage off Wha.t the indiviclual

soldier inthe line and the service forces is-doing, .is a
major morale ffactor, both on the fighting front and the home
front. It is felt that inorder.to provide ,such coverage
the current T/O should be revised to include a public rela-
tions section in both Corps -nd Division Headquarters. While
the Infornation and tri:ovl ,,Teams will .fill this need in
part, a permanent or i , .oatn'nidsrequired so that public
relations work can be conducted. on.-a-logical, coordinated'.
and planned basis at all times. Arecommended T/O ffor a

Corps Public Relations Office is shown under paragraph13C
below, (Increase in strength off Corps Headquarters andl Heads--
quartersCompany reconmended in paragraph 1, Part Seven,

244
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page 58 will provide required pers0pnel.)

13. tossons Learned and Recomm6ndations.

a,, Corps Hea dquarters has a continuing require-
ment for liaison type airplanes. A source of- such airplan.es
independent of Corps Artillery should be. available.

10Recmm1 ton: That the Corps be furnished
a squadron of eight(8) iaison type airplanes including
four (4) of L-5 type,

b. A Corps operating with an open flank has a del*"
finite need. for a Corps Grouncl Reconnaissance Unit,. In this
thcateri this unit should be equipped for amphibious recon-
naissance.

Reo gndt on. That a reconnaissance squadron

be assigned to the Corps for any operation where need of siuch
a unit can be anticipated.

c. Assignment of public relations personnel to
Corps an. Division Headquarters is believed botl desirable
and necessary.

Recommendation- That the following Public Re-
lations Section be assigned to the Corps- on a permanent basis:

Public Relations Officer
Copy and Assignment -hief
Reporters and Rewrlte Men
Pho tographoe.
Clerk

Major, Branch Immaterial
TechniCal Sergeant
Two (2) T/4s
T/4
T/5

Equipment: Two (2) typewriters (one stanclard, one porable).
1 Camerg, Speed GraphiQ. (4 x 5).
i Camera, 35raa.
Necessary photographic supplies.
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PART, THREE

OPERATION-S

a. -The operations on LEYTE confirmed previous opinoo
ion that tactics and-technique of ground. forpes as presently
established are sound and satisfactory, Nothing novel was

discovered ky our forces in this campaign.

b6." The Japanese parachute attack of 6 December was
the first experience of-this command in this type of action.
Defense ain such cases is discussed in paragraph-3 below.,

c. The LEYTE campaign was conducted on a land mass
large enough to permit' maneuver, The terrain on the eastern-
coastalplain and on parts of the west coast was flat and
contained.an appreciable amount of relatively open country.
The central mountain range.wao -ext emely rugged and traversed
only by foot trails, few, in number, .In this area, the action
was restricted to small unit mountain fighting.

2. Of f _esive OPerations,.

-a, The. Corps was on continuous offensive from the:
date of,-,landing (20 October) to the close of the reporting:
period (25-December)

b.- The offensive on the east coast was-characterized
by initial rapild thrus ts, genorallyfollowing roads, to seize
important localities -and to divide the. Jap forces. This-was
fo.11owed by-envelopments from.-as many directions as possible
in -the circumstances to contain and destroy the remaining
enemy pockets, This method proved. to be eminently SU.Ccess-fUl, as in no case didl the Jap reaction develop a serious
threat.

c.-. The ,advance up. the west coast as far asORMOC
was made in a narrow coastal plain, dlominated on. the right
(east) flank 'by extremely rugged terrain, which Was in the
possession of the enemy (see Part One, p6gel5),""ORMOC BAY
on. the left flank was controlled by Jap naval surface forces
in the initial phases of this campaign, as no friendly sur-.
face. forces were permanently based in that area until1 near

the end of the period covered-by this report. A water en-
velopment by the 77th Division coordinat ed with land attacks
by all other divisions was successfully used t o gain full con-
trol of this-critical area.,.

di. Capture Of the ORMOC-LIBtUNGAO-PALOMPON: triangle
was accopli shed by a combinati on of the a'ove methods, The
initial advancenor'th from OOC was a,.rapid thrust along t. e
roal axis ORNOC-CANANGA,. followed by a change in direction
to the west, The advance west was [Ielayed by resistance from
excellent positions blocking..-the,ro,ad. .. The.. 77th Division
sent a battalion landing team largely transporte in amphib-
ian-tractors to land in rear 'of .hose.pesitions and seize

C>R E.T'



PALOMPON. This action was highly Successftl. Duringth
above operations, the 7th Division took over roas from the
17th, mopping up romaining enemy resistance and assuning
logistic responsibilit-es in 'rear of that division.

3. D vfenslverztion

a. The Corps as a ,rhole was never on the defensive
during this operation. Small units repeatedly proved their
ability to hold def ensive positions against attacks by numeri-
cally superior forces. Elements_.of the 32nd Infantry, 7th
Division, in their.actionin 'holding against repeated strong
attacks north. of BAYBAY in late November, provicled an out-o
standing example.

b. The paratroop attack on 6 -December provided a
test of the Corps plan to meet this type of throat, Each of
our units, regardless of size, had been indoctrinatod with
the necessity for a completely organized perimeter, coordirn-
ated. with its neighbors, 'ancla mobile reserve. This "proce.-
ure had been, in offoct OverAJsdjj6 -( the landing on LEYTE andby the date of the parachutist attack was an habitual practice
of Corps units. The attack was deliverel, however, in an arealargely occupied by Air Corps ground crews and service units
and antiaircraft units. Defensive .preparations .of those
trpops were far below the standard requird. of troops of .this
COrps and the reaction to the attack was not sufficiently
cleterminecl to prevent the hemy from effecting a firm lod-ment. The enemy was able to assemble in favorable positions,
which our combat troops soon contained., His elimination re-
quired a full scale coor-:inated attack by infantry and al-
lie. arms. Delay in. isolating the attackers In this instance
resulted from inadequate defonse of the airfield area and.
prevented quick crushing of the enemy airborne assault. ThisiX cpnsid'erecl as additional evi.enCe of the souncless of the
doctri.ne of defense as applied by troops of the Corps.

4. Artl ! r .,. ... •
4,o~ 

,.ji

a. Artillery fire was extensively use, and. was

probably the most effective Jap killer av.ilable. Forward
observers accompanied. alI but the smallest patrols, ths '
insuring ad!Justedl fire on enemy groups as soon as rlisovrl.

b.Co• ..tislcry

" (a) HeadquartranHequtrsat
tory, V Marine Amphibious Corps Artillery (Brigacier GeBal
F. E. Bourke, USMC).was attache. to the XXIV Coros when it

oecamo apparent actfa the organic Corps Artillery4 (whicah was
engaged. in the NJARIANAS campaign) would not be available for
the initial phases of the LEYTE operation. For the same
reason the 5th 155n HOwitzer Battalion and the 11th. 155m
Gun Battalion, both USMO, were attache-c to the Cnrps. These
units with the 198th Field Artillery Dattalion(155nn Howo-
itzor, the 226th Field 'Artillery'Dattalion (155mm Gun) and.
the 287th Fiolcl rtillery Observation Dattalion con-stitUtec
the Corps. Artillery until relief of the Marine units on 11
December l2944. The units, of the Corps-Artiliery, incidentally,
Vere never assembled on ise iSlanl untilafter their landling
on LEYTE.

,• .,.I
.... i
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(b) The rerailnder of the XXIV Corps

Artillery hrrivecl on LEYTE from SAIPAN early in December and
relievede all Marine units on Ii. Decenber. :1944.,.. "..The new Army.
units were:

Heaclquarters and. Headiquarters Battery, ,. XXIV Corps
Artillery (BrigcLdicr General Josef R. Sheetz)

Headquarturs ancl.eaiquarters Battery, 419th Field

Artillery'_ Groul...
531st FielC.Ar.tillery. Battalion (155mm Gun)

'532nd Field Artillery Battalion (lSmm Gun)

Headquarters an d He adquarters Battery, 420th Field
Artillery Group

145th Field. .Artillery Battalion (155mm How)

225th Field Artillery Battalion (155mm Ho*)

(2.) Ooerations. .

Reconnaissance parties of Corps Ar ll'y
landed on the east coast of LEYTE ISLAND .20-21 .October 1944.;.
All elerents of Corps Artillery were in position on LEYTE"
ISLAND by1500, 24 October 1944-at which time Corps Artillery
Cormancler assumed control of.:Corps Artillery aahore.,(sketch,
page 9), The 287th Fiel .Artillery Observation .Battalin-

effected' common survey control for both X and XXIV Corps,_'
Corps Artillery with ithe r mission of general support reinforc--
ed the fires of he 7th Division Artillery with one 155='_
Howi.tzer Battalion ..and the "-!fires. Ofthe 96th Dvision Artillery
with one 155mm Howitz'er Battalion. The .226th Field Artillery
Battalion (155rm Gun) was placed- under operational .control

. of 'the X Corps duringthe period 4 November to. 4 DeCember
1944.- Corps Artillery battalions ,.dlisplaced forward commencing
1-Novoniber 1944 (sec sketch, page 29 -From their*fotwarcl.
positions the 155mam "Gun Battalions maintained. continuous
interdiction on ORMOC, VALENCIA and the. ORMOC-VALENI4 .roadThe .amphibious operation in the .vicinity ofORMOC, wa sup--
Ported by the 226th Field Artillery Battalion undler.operyatiorn-
al 'Control Qf X Corps :from advliiced positions near !DABO..

• " Total ammunitionexpendliture by XXIV Corps
Artillery from" 21.. October to 26 December 1944:. -.

" 155mm -How. Amm~ntion

Shell, HE, M-107 16,451
She111, WP, m-l5 and ,-I0 776
Shell, S.oke, IDE, 1-, 116 7

TOTAL ... 17,234

155mm Gun A.iunition'

Shell, HE MlOl 9,350
Shell, WP, M-104 461
Shell AP, -12 .68

TOTAL ... 9,879

Total Rounds, Corps Artillery ........ 27,113

,y
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5. OoArd4natlon1, of Artlery. Air and. Naval Gunfire.

aj From past' experience and analysis of reports
from recent operations,, the problem of coordilation of
artillery, air- and naval gunfire-was given particular atten-.
tion with a View to, giving maximum support to the ground opera'
ation.6 with the. least possible Int erference between these,
.suppozting agencies and the minimum of danger to friendly
elemeits (including aircraft) from our own fire. Many inter-
staff and ihter-service conferences were held. to acquaint-each agency. with theproblems of the*others and with infantry
requirements for close support.

b..Prior tothe rehearsals, this Corps promulgated
an SOP (see Annex E, XXIV Corps SOP) designed to encourage
the. mckimum coordination of these supporting elements. Thedor"ps Artillory Officer was designated to represent the Corps
dommander in determining the type of support to be-provided
and to take appropriate safety measures.. This procedure was
tried out on. the rehearsals, improved and promulgated.

c. Prior to the landing of large masses of artillery and mortars the problem involved principally naval guno"
fir e and air' support., and was further, simplified by the ex-
cellent ,communications ;a.'ailable on the command ship. Be-ginning, with A-plus 1 day, as more and more artillery unit s
became available ashore, the time involved-in coordination
and transmission by radio of necessary firing restriction on
artillery inherently became increasingly longer but in no case
_exceeded thirty (30) minutes. When the Corps Artillery moved

its comand post ashore on A plus 3, the naval gunfire - air-
artillery coordinating team movedinto this CP,. Artillery
telephone communication being available ashore, the time be#-..tween request for support or detection of a-remunerative tax-
get-and the reaction thereto ,was .sensibly reduced.

d. The 0oordination obtained between the supportingunits was most satisfactory and the principles employed were
considered sound, The neavalgunfire and carrier-based air
support provided until the departure of the fleet on A plus 5
were excellent..

e. After withdrawal of the naval air forces, no
close air support was provided for ground operations. Due
to scarcity of aircraft for ground support missions, requests
f or air' strikes had to be :arranged -thr~ough many channels well
ahead of. the time needed and were often delayed in execution
or were not delivered at all.

6. Antiarcraft.

-a. The battalions of the 97th AAA Group were at-..
taChed to divisions for movement ashore and occupation of
initial fIiring positions, Allgun and. AW battalions had atleast two (2) batteries in position by A'plus 3 and were
fully emplaced on A plus 4,. Targets were available daily
beginning A plus 1..

b. The Commanding Officer, 97th.AAA Group, assumed
operational control of all OCpe AA on 2..October'1944.
Command of all .4AA units. on LEYTE was assumed'by 0Ommanding
General, 32nd AMABrigade, 291200 October. The following



table incdicates the activity of Corps AA units d:,uring "the time
they were under operational control of Corps:

SUPMOMY OF AAA OPSATIONS* 20"29 OCTODER 1944:

NO OF EST NO OF PRODADLY
DATE RAIDS PLANES IN RA-lD DESTROYED DESTROYED DAMAGED

20 Oct 0 0 0

21 Oct 0 0 0' 0 0

22 Oct 2 3 0 0 0

23 Oct .1 4 1 3 1

24 Oct 4 12 4 3 2

25 Oct, 5 8 2 4 2

26 Oct 7 29 5. 4

27 Oct .9 31 7 9 4

28.Oct 9 24 5 5L 6.

O29ct 1 2 ,0 0 0

(Officially cre~dited to automatic wpns 18 20 16)

(Officially crecitei to 90mrm % uns 7 9.3

Total 113 25 29 19

*XXIV Corps Antiaircraft Artillery:
97th AAA Group
Det, .230th AAA S/L Dn
ftry A, 230th AAA S/L 1n3
502d AAA Gun Dn
504th AAA Gun Dn
485th AAA (AW) Dn
866th A41 (AW.) Dn
727th Sig AW Co (attached to 97th AAA Gp)

c. Prior to the landing all units hac been indoco-
trinated in the Corps SOP which prohibite'd firing against
aircraft by any except 'units,: unless -directly attacke.
In practice, this rule was frequently violated during the
early J ays. of the landing. Many inclvidcuals ashore ancprac-
tically all landing craft present in the harbor fired on. any'unidentified aircraft..as long as. it was in sight. This dang-
o.'ous practice was finally stopp.ed among ground. troops in-theCorps CP area -by -use of a public address systemand 'Iy sumr iy
fining each individual- caught in the act of-firing, and in .... thcr.
areas by increasinly. rigid enforcement with disciplinary action
against ,"violators.

c. The-Pacific Ocean Areas' terminology for alerts
and control. of 4Xire was. usecl initially, but,-after Withdr'awal
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of naval forces,-was superseded by the Southwest Pacific Area
system. This with other. differences in technique - caused.
some confusion early in the carapaign.

e. The 502d AAA Gun Battalion was used to reinforce-
the ground fires of the 7th Division Artillery during the
period A plus 1 to A plus 5.. A total of 1,782 rounds of 90mm
ammunition was expended On day and night missions, which were
e'ffectively. accomplished. Aerial adjustment was used during
daylight, hours.

f, The 7th AAA AW Battalion (attached to 77th Divi-"
sion)'destroyed nine enemy-aircraft 6-9 .December 1.944-duringthe landing of the 77th Infantry Division on the west coast.
Units of this battalion also fLred-.with good effect on Japanese
craft which attempted to land troops at ORMOC on the night of
11012 December 1944.
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PART FOUR

LOG-IgSTI-CS

1. General.

a. The operation for which the XXIV Corps loaded out
of OAHU was the capture of YAP -- a short, independent operation
on a small land mass. Logistic support was to be provided by
Army and Navy facilities of the Pacific Ocean Areas. The ship-
ping setup to provide this support was well balanced and was
scheduled to arrive at YAP as rapidly as it could be handled by
the estimated capacities of the beaches and ports on that island,
This shipping was scheduled as follows:

(1) Assault echelon, /containing assault units and
equipment, with initial suppliea including
minimum reserves.

(2) Resupply echelons containing additional units

as required and maintenance supplies for all
troop.s ashore for 120 days,

(3) P.Behabilitation shiiolng containing rear
echelons of assault units and additional
units and equipment not lifted with the assault
echelon. Most of this shipping iras scheduled
to rejoin the Corps at NEW CALEDONIA where re-
habilitationwas to be accomplished.

b. For the LEYTE operation, • the assault echelon of'
thc Corps as leaded was assigned to the Commander-4n.Chief,
Southwest Pacific Area, Support of the Operation was to be
provided generally as previously planned, to include resupply
echelons scheduled to be available on call to the target as
required. Rehabilitation shipping was to be diverted to
LE(TE. After A plus 120 days, all maintenance supplies of
the Corps were .to become the c0omplete responsibility of South-
west Pacific Area.

c. Actual echeloning in of the shipping, at LEYTE
was delayed by a'number of factors,. including .commitment to
the campaign of more forces than expected in. original plans
and extensive use of the meager port facilities* available
at LETE for staging and mounting of units..for the LUZONoperation before-completion of:the LEYTE campaign. In addli-
tion, some XXIV Corps supplies and equipment had necessarily
to be furnished to SWPAxorganizaions durinig the course of
the campaign.

d. The Corps at all times during this operation
functioned in varying degrees as an administrative unit al-
though almost all of i-ts service troops were absorbed into
the SOS port aclivities, Daring the operations of tiro'div-i.1
sions in the O0RMO0area, supply of these eloments was handl-.
ed completely by the -Corps.

41.
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2. Loadin...

"a. General:...

On 16 August 1944 loading was started at HONO-

LULU, T.H. for- arehearsal prior to departure for the object-ive, Upon return fro rehoarsal, top-loading was completed

making a to'ta! of '55,000 personnel and some 85,000 weight
tons of. cargoLor the assault echelon.

b,* The Third'Amphibious Force, charged with land-

ing the Corps, had its headquarters at PEARL HARBOR, readily

available to Corps Headquarters and to the various agencio~s
involved in the loading-out process. Close joint planning
was. effected early and continued until the Corps was ashore.

c. The Transport Quartermaster and Port Operations

Section, Headquarters XXIV Corps had been organized on 6 June
1944 fom. personnel furnished by ComGenPOA on detached ser-
vice and was. the Corps staff agency directly responsible for
the loading operation..

d. Available shipping was allotted s follows:

APAAKA AP' AGC I APH LST LS L LSD

7th ,Division
96th Division
Corps Troops

9
10

3

TOTAL .. ,,. 22

33
2

22

8 4

1 1 23 - 1
1 - - 24 -

2.

3 - 1 55 . 3

3

.5

ee Units of Corps Troops were embarked as indicated.
below* It should be noted tha, t most of these units had ele-
ments on several ships and that they were scattered throughout
shippin'ig-allotted for lifting the divisions.

lAGC 3AP A',2AK 2-LSV.8LST

Hq & Hq CoXXIVCorps' X
Six Teams x
Co B 724th- PBn (-2 Plat)
Hq & Hq BEtry V Amph Corps, Aty' X
287th FA Obsn Bn

• 5th Marine How Bn (155mm)
198th FA How Bn (155mm)
11th Marine Gun Bn (155mm)
226th FA Gun Bn (155mm)
828th Amphib Trk Co
Hq & Hq Co 20th Armd Gp
727th AW Det
722nd AWS Det (Port)
101st Sig Bn (&-Co C) Reinf x
284th Ord Hvy Maint & EEIS Tma
3259th Q;4 Sv Co (-1 Plat)
Hq & Hq Co lllSthTEngr Gp
Hq &.Hq Btry, 97th AAA Gun Bn X
968th Engr Maint Co (1 Plat)
Prov Engr Topo Plat
292nd Port Co & Hq Dot 50,4th Port
71st Mea Bn
165th Sta Hosp.
76th Sta Hosp
A-3 Cub 12 (Port)
Hq & Hq Dot.492nd Ql Bn
Prov Graves Reg Co (-3 Plat)
722nd Engr Depot Co

X

X
' X X

x
x

X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

XX

X.X
X

X

X

X

X

x

X
x
x

x
x

X

x

X

x
X
x
x
X
X
x
X
x
x
x

X

X

X
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1.. C3 2X 3 2 AX 2- _L SVT_

Navy .Beach Parties X X
Island Comdr and"Ztaf X
HqDet 88th Cml Bn X.
Air Delivery Sect - V Amphaib x x

f (1) supplies embarked were as follows:

class I1 30 days k:3IE-D
Class II , 20 day..
Clads III - 20 day,
Class IV ova 20 ,days -.(Medical -30 days)
Class V - 7 U/F 105 Arty and AAA;

545U/F all other types

(2) Of. the abovesupplies, one-third was iss ,ued
in b-ulk to., divisions ancd the other units for loading aboard
LSTs. Approxiniately one-third I.,Tas palletized and loaded
aboard APAs with units concerned. The remaining one-third
was bulk-loaded in AKs and AKAS for dirQct unloading into
dumps upon arrival,"Lt the target,

g. • cn

(1) Since the equipment loaded was based on the
YAP operation, wheeled vehicles were sacrificed for amphibians,
with the result'that less than 50% of T/E allowance of- general
purpose vehicles.accompanied the units. This, shortage of-
transportation caused by the change-in targets was the, principal
hardshiP resulting. therefrom.. In addition, extra items of
heavy engineering equipment to assist in cargo handling, beach
operation and road construction were. carried in lieu of' approx-
imately 5p% of T/E' dump trucks. .This lack of dump trucks
seriously .hindered necessary road. cons truction -during the
operation.

(2) Rear echelons .which by original plan were
to rojoin their-parent units, in .the ,rehabilitation area in
NEW CALEDONIA-were accompanied.by many-items of organizational.
equipment which would have been mostwelcome in LEYTE soon
after the" .landing. None of the ships.carrying rear echelons
reacied LEYTE until January, 1945.•

3. MovemenA to.Taret and. Unloain.

a. The movements from 0AHU to LEYTE todtplace as

follows: . ...

. LEFT AHR ENq- LEFT-EN- ARR LEFT ARR.
HAWAII IWETOK IWETOK MANUJS MANUYS LEYTE

Tractor II Sep 25 Sep 26 Sep. 4 Oct 1!1 Oct 20 "Oct
Oroups - , "' ',

Transport. 15 Sep. 25 Sep 28. Sep 3 Oct 14 Oct 20 O.ct
Groups

In this connection, it should be noted- that all troops were

aboard sh'p at least thirty-five: (35) .days.,o

b, Unloadin.

(I) The approach of Japahnese surface task forces
caused an acceleratiorr of the unloading programn in order to
permit earlywithdrawal, of. the transports., Supplies, equip-
ment and troops were put ashore faster than was desirable.

3 . 5.
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This resulted in some confusion on the beaches and considel-
able misplaced equipment.

(2) Excellent bCaches, smooth water, light

initia resistance and absence of a fringing reef facilitated
unloading, which wasaccoplished in ..what iS believed to be
record time. All shipping, involving some 55,000 men and

85,000 tons, was discharged before evening of 24 October,

(3) Corps troop shipping was not organized into

a separate transport division for unloading but was distributed
throughout 96th and 7th Division transport divisions. This
lack.... of ........ a .separate naval group containing the shipping utilized
by Corps troops units resulted in a lack of unified control
which caused confusion both in loading and in unloading. The
need for an organization in which Corps Troop shipping is con-
solidated into, one unit, controlled by a single naval head-
quarters, was clearly demonstrated.

(4) Beach a-nd shore parties worked together in
an' excellent manner.

4, ShorePartOe ations

a. Ech battalion landing team came ashore with one
engineer company from the engineer group attached to its div-
ision for shore party duties. These companies were progress-
ively augmented as higher echelons and service, unitsi from the
assault shipping came ashore and assumed control of shore
party activities.

b. Corps Shore Party, under overall command. of the
Commandcing Officer, lll8th Engineer Group, took over from
divisions on 23 October 1944. This organization (although
later absorbed in the Service Command) continued to function
throughout the operation. Overall control of the port activ-

throuhout,-theQ..... po

ities together with Corps service troops passed successively
under the ASCOM (Service Echelon, Sixth Army) on 3 November,
1944 and USASOS (Service Echelon, SIWPA) on 26 December 1944.

c, On 29 November 1944 the Corps obtained authority
to operate an unloading point at ABJYOG. This task was assum-

edl in order to speedl up unloading of resupply shipping which
couldl not be handled by facilities already existing on this
island! and to establish supplies under Corps control for oper-
ations on the west copast (see Map of P ort Installations, page 37).

5. o

a., Supply dumps cstablished on the east coast con-
tinued to serve (under various controls) as Corps supply

points for elements of the Corps.

b. The operations on the west, coast at the peak in-
volveci some 32,000 men, Additional Corps supply points were
established at IPIL early in .December, and later at ORMOG,
stocked with supplies of all classes and used until the end
of operation. Supervision of the phsical operation of these-

supply p9ints had to be delegated to the Commanding General,
7th Division due to lack of Corps service units.

c. The more important deficiencies in supply and
equipment which developed during this operation are listed
below:

.SECT
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