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This document is presented as a brief report to outline
the operations of the XXiV Corps in the Battle of LEYTE,
omitting insofar «s posecible the bulk of routine ang SQP
material which operates to clutter up reporis.

Tactically and scxateglcally the operation presents
nothing new in the annals of warfare, However, it did pree
sent the first real opportunity for American troops in the
Pacific to make full use of maneuver and fire power, and to
demonstrate conclusively their superiority over the best the
Jap can offer in open warfare using the sound principles
enunciated in our training literature,

No material change has been noted in the attitude of
the enemy over that shown in other Pacific campaigns, He
still fights to the last man when cornered and locally is
always a dangerous antagonist, He is still prone to lose
control of any situation where he is surprised or unexpectecd
events occur, I feel that all ranks engaged in this battle
are now fully convinced that the Jap is highly susceptible
to maneuver and will withdraw readily when trapped and there
is room to move to another area from which he can hope for
offensive actlion,

In my opinion the difficulties of terrain and weather
encountercd were fully as difficult if not more so than was
the cnemy, The assault was simultaneous with the beginning
of a rainy season unsurpassed in any area I have experienced,
Most of the open country was ricc paddies or swamps, with only
a few roads, all of which went out for various periods at some
time or other under the heavy traffic. All streams were sube
jeet to floods, The hill country was rugged, muddy and woods
ed, cut by deep gorges and with only extremely poor foot
trails, .Supply problems ranged toward the impossible, and
solutions in forward areas included the use of the M29C
(Weasel), caribao packs and drags, horses (captured), para-
drops, Cub plane drops, native carriers and frequently in
the most forward areas, as much as half of a command had %o
be used as carriers to supply the other half in battle, Most .
individuals of the command were constantly wet for pcriods
ranging into weeks, ,

I wish to express ny deep appreciation and thanks to all
nembers of the Third Anphibious Force who so ably planned and
handled the transporting and landing of the Corps on the LEYTE
beaches, 'Their support, cooperation and assistance in all
matters affecting joint action was outstanding. qnd reprcsents
a high peak in tearwork between the services,

-The splendid performance of the Headquarters and two
(2) battalions of the V Phib Corps Artillery (USMC) loancd .
to this Gorps by CINCPOA in the absence of all but two (2)
battolions of XXIV Corps Artillery on SAIPAN left nothing to
be desired,
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- I take this opportunity to-pay highest tribute to the
splendid representatives of the Anerican nation. who constit~-
ute this Corps, both in combat and service units, Worst .
possible conditions were accepted as routine and without corw
plaint, Seeningly impossible missions were all accomplished
without .quibbling or delay, - Contlnuous offensive was naine
tained only because of %the highest order of - Anerican. courage,
determination and-patriotisnm combined with full ability to
cooperate  in teanwerk. The success of thls campalgn was due .
alnost entirely to the brave spirit and the high norale of

the individual rnen and - officers who fought 1%,

'“5fiﬂb,ﬁ<22£{/;/i‘f'

" JouN R, HODGE, 1 -
‘Mdjor Genpral, United States Arny,
. - [/ Commanding, . :
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OPERATIONS REPORT
. XXIV CORP3 IN LEYTE (PI) CAMPAIGN

' 20 October - 25 December 1944

PART ONE
BRIEF NARRATIVE OF EVENTS

-Section I - = General, Paragraphs 1-6;'

Section-II = Seizure of Beachhead,
_ Paragraphs =15,

‘Section III - Expansion of Initial Beach- .
. - head, Paragraphs 16-22,

Section IV - Japanese Airborne Counter-
' attack; Paragraphs 20=28,

-Section V - Operations'bn West Coast,’s
S ~ Paragraphs 29-36, -

Maps -~ 1/50,000 LEYTE ISLAND, '

. SECTION I - GENERAL -

1, The XXIV Corps was activated 8 April 1944 at SCHOFIELD
BARRACKS, T.H., with Major General John R. Hodge, United States
Army in' command, Personnel for the, Headquarters and Headquart-
~ers Company was obtained from sources available to-the Commande

ing General, Pacific Ocean Areas (ComGenPOA) (Lt, General
‘Robert C, Richardson, Jr,) and began assembling at SCHOFIELD .
BARRACKS soon after activation of the unit (Annex A - Rosten

of Headquarters and Headquarters Company). ‘Training of all
‘available elements of the Corps and attached units was conw
duoted in the HAWAIIAN ISLANDS, using the excellent facilities
provided by ComGenPOA, o R AR :

- 2¢ The inltial operation assigned to the Corps was parte
icipation in a projected attack on the PALAU GROUP to be Cone
~ ducted by the Commander in Chief, United States Pacific Fleot

. -and Paoific Ocean Areas (CinCPAC) (Admiral C. W, Nimitz),

Planning was_promptly initiated for an assault landing on
BABELTHUAP, PALAU by the XXIV Corps in conjunction with an
attack by ‘the III Marine Amphibious Corps in the southern

islands of the PALAU GROUP,

o, 8e By 7 July 1944 the concept had been changed to osEign
to the XXIV Corps the mission of capturing YAP ISLAND following

S
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a lénding’byfthe IIIfMaiineaAmbhibiOusfGorps'on-PE@ELiU;égd¥ig:;

. ANGAUR TSLANDS of the PALAU GROUP.

" 4. The Corps completed planning for the YAP operation;

cdﬁductedra%rehearsal;at MAUI,JT.H;‘andslogded~into.thegas~h‘;7

e e

signed shipping. ' The Tractor-Groups,'slowestwelementsvofpther_f~“

" convoy, sailled from PEARL HARBOR on 11 September 1944, ‘Codne = |

cident with the departure from PEARL HARBOR of the Transport

: “Groups on'15“September~19445»the;Objectivé”offthe\XXIV»CorpS}ﬁ~:=,f
‘»was_changcd‘to.LEXTEangla,rThe Corps Commander with key - - = =
members: of his stoff dissmbarked and moved by air to Heade .

~quarters Southwest Pacific Area at HOLLANDIA to draw plans

’fwaﬁd~QrdérS‘for the new operation, -The last olements;of'théffj,fgcr»"

©Corps sailed fromaPEABL-HARBQR{Qn;lﬁiScptember;194é.{Inqlosure/ﬂ o

© No.'1,%6rgantzation Ghart and page 7, Leading Ohart)s —

,'§.‘“'45;“ The-opér_ : _ : : :
by -the Commander in Chief Southwest Pacific Area (General

. Douglas MacArthur) with the Commanding General, Sixth Arny

.. {Lt, General Walter Krueger)*in“cpmmand’ofuthewlandingsforce,~
- which consicted of the X Corps (Major General Franklin C ‘

‘Bibert) and the XXIV Corps, The Third‘Amphibious*Force;zV1ceg B

‘Admiral T, Wilkinson), chorged with movenment of the Corps %o

'

1ts objective and establishment of the Corps ashore, was placed

gtibﬁsfor;théfcapturejbf-LEYTE was conducted ~

undor.the;control’dfjthe,Cpmmgnder;;?tp’Fleet (Vice Adniral T.(r.fl

6.'VThe,COr§s’compléted re&ééembi}ﬁat'ENIWETOK7dn325 1

I *Séptember 1944, The Corps qumanderrand'kgy.members;of his_f‘ ,
‘staff rejoined by dir, condusted conferencés, issued a proline.
~‘ihory order for the assault and returned to HOLLANDIA:for come :

pletion of detailed plans, The Corps again reassembled ot

A ;

S S

peton o Ot TRATTY TSLANDS on B Octover 1944 where all

  p1qnst9nQ&Qompleted}and-final orders issued. '

e Preccded'by'beaCh;ﬁedbnnaissﬁnce by underwator dcmole

"ition teans, air strikes and naval gunfire bombardment, the

XXIV Corps began landing according- to plan on assigned boacheé““

“on schedule.at1IOOO'I;'ZO'Octoberj1944; with the mission of .

geizing the initlal beachhead on the cast coast of LEYTE, = The |

X Corps landed simultanecously. The late hour ¢f landing was

" neccssoly to permit daylight entry of the Tractor and Transport

. Groups into LEYTE GULF, the entrance to which was known to be
" 'nincd (Inclosure No. 2, Map of LEYTE),. - .©' - - . ~

. g, The landing formation of the Corps was largely dice

 _tated by the manner in which units had been loaded for the YAP

,Qperation,'“The‘QGthQInfantry Division (Major General Je. Le' -
" Bradley) on the right and the 7th Infantry Division (Major
- General A, V. Arnold) .on the left Tirst put ashorc four (4)
assault battalion landing teaps, each using LVTs carried to

. the launching area in LSTs. Due %o the*absence-of,a'fringingv»”-'

1‘;rcef qt_LEYTE, later‘waves_1n‘landing>craft were able %o

\ . .
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proceed ﬁireotly~from the‘transports‘tocbeaches;. (Rehearsals
preparatory %o the projected YAP assault included transfers -
fron LCVPs to LVTs for passage across the reef). :
the 96th Infantry Division was to bypass on both sides tHe

- dominating terrain feature of CATMON HILL (59,4-35,4), tHen

' to attacdk north and northwest to make junction with X Corps,
secure the northern boundary of the Corps beachhead and seize
" the TANAUAN.(60¢5m45¢7}mDAGAMI_(47°3m5908),highWayg CATMON -
HILL was to roceive cspecial attention of air and naval gune
fire support during the preparation and landing, Neutraliza=
tlon of the hill wae to be dontinued by all availdble neans,
including artillzry as doon as landed, This plan proved
highly ecffective, Hostile fire from CATMON HILL was ncver
severe enough to interfere seriously with opcrations, The
7th Division was to make i%s main effort west on the road,
to BURAUEN (46,0-29,0), capture the airfields and then turn
north and capture DAGAMI, all the whilc covering the south
flank of the Corps., These schemes were carricd out without
naterial change, L TR .

9. The preseribed scheme of maneuvér-(Map; page 5) of |

- 10, Due to the strong preparation and effective naval
gunfire and air support, initial eneny resistance from the
extensive field fortificationg along all the landing beaches
was lighte (Map, page 8, Estimated Location Hostile Units on
A Day), Alnost unlinmited beaches, coupled with excellent
weather and absence of serious hostile alr resistance, perm
- nitted the early landing of all elcments of the Corpse By :
24 October (A plus 4) all shipping was unloaded and the cntire
Corps of sone 55,000 nmen with 85,000 weight tons of cargo had
been firnly established ashore, This is believed to set a
- record for Pacific operations to date, The cargo included .
supplics to meet the expected expenditures during approxinately -
thirty (30) days of operations, The Corps CP was opened at
CALBASAG (62,3-27,7) at 1200, 23 October, the CP aboard the
USS Mt, Olympus (4GC 8) closing at the same hour, At 1500 on

the sane day the Corps Comnander agsunied conmand ashore,

- 1l, On the left the 7th Division drove rapidly west
fron DULAG (62,7-26,5), capturing DULAG airficld on 21 Octo=
ber and the town of BURAUEN (46,0-29,0) on 24 October,
Isolated centers of fanatically resisting Japs were cncouns
tered during this advance but except for one counterattack,
by tanks and infantry west of DULAG on 21 October, the defone .
slve units appeared to he scattered and lacking in coordinated
- control by higher headquarters, The 17th Infantry (7th Divie
sion) initially in Corps Rescrve was relefscd to the division
on 22 October, ' : o o ‘

12, During this advance, the right of the division overw
- ron the SAN PABLO (50,9~30,3) and BAYUG (48,0-29.7) sirfioids
~but encountered a strong defensive position protecting BURI
(47,6~31,3) field, The mass of the division turned north
after leaving a garrison in BURAUEN %o protect its flank .
and rear, and advanced toward DAGAMI, A coordinated envole
oping attack resulted in capturc of BURI airfield on
27 October 1944 after a bitter fight, The 7th Division conee
tinued 1ts advance north and capturcd DAGAMI on 30 October,
- The resistance encountered in this advance was deternined,
particularly in the vicinity of BURI (town) (46,8=34,0), &
BUINARONA (47,3-34,9), and DAGAMI, - o
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13, Meanwhile the 96th Division in a two-pronged attack,
drove inland through almost impassable swamps south of CATMON

- HILL and sent a force north on the beach road to TANAUAN,

‘where contact was made with X Corps unite on 25 October, The
advance inland met little resistance until it reached the vice
inity of TABONTABON (54,7-37,0), which place was Ca?tured on

27 October 1944 after a bitter fight, The division's left . -
then advanced in two columns, reaching the TANAUAN-DAGAMI
road at the unnamed road junction 2,500 yards east of DAGAMI.
~and at KILING (55.2-41.,4), Capture of the latter place -
which wag stubbornly defended - was expedited by a simultane
eous attack from the east by elements of the division which
had previously occupied TANAUAN, . The asslgned misgion of
_securing the beachhead line was accomplished on schedule on
A plus 10 (30 October), when the 96th and 7th Divisions made
.. eontact in the viecinity of DAGAMI, - o : ~ _—

14, CATMON HILL which had been initially bypassed and

isolated was completely occupied on 30 October by the 381lst
Infantry (96th Division) which had been releaged from Army

- Reserve for this purpcse., This regiment, attacking up the
~ . ridge from the southeast, encountered only scattered resig-

tance, ' : ’ '

.15, The latter part of the operation to selze the beachw

“head line was complicated by the progressive deterioration

of existing roads, the increasing difficulties of Crogse S
country movement due to frequent torrential rains and by the
withdrawal of naval combatant forces, including aircraft,
This latter event, causcd by the necessities of the situation
- which resulted in the "Second Battle of the Philippines Seas,"

- removed all naval gunfire and close air support from the land
operations after 24 October, For the next fow days friendly
alr support was practically non-existent and Jap aviation wasg
‘active, a S

SECTION III - ANSION OF INITIAL BEACHHEAD
- (Note: Coordinates refer %o Map of LEYTE
1/250,000 (TInclosure No, 2) 50,000

S ‘ ’ - (4nnex E)., ' *

, 16, The Corps promptly inltlated operaticns to complete
i%s misslon of liberating southern LEYTE in conjunction with
X Corps operations in the north (Map, pagel0). At this time
the Corps! plan contemplated an eventual disposition with the
- 96th Division making the holding attack from east of thc moune
tains while the 7th Division drove north up the west const ,
from BAYBAY (33.6-92,5) tc complete the destruction of the
enemy., Early selzure of the ABUYOG (69.8-02,0)=-BAYBAY road -
the only cne across the mountains in the Corps zone of action -
was essential to this plan, " This mission was assigned to the
7th Division which was to be gradually released from missionsg
in the¢ beachhead, At this time the 7th Division was algo

.

-~ directed to..send a reinforced battalion to PANAON STRAITS

(southeast LEYTE) (70-30) to relieve X Corps units in that
area (Inclosure No, 2, Map of LEYTE). N :

17, The 96th Division was assigned a .zone which included
the original beachhead and was directed to begin the progrog-
'sive rclief of 7th Division elements in this area, The 96th
also started an advance to the west to destroy the hostilc

.
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forces in its zone of action and to locate and secure all
trails over the mountains, o

.~ -I8; Enemy resistance remaining in the hills west of the
beachhead was centered in the DAGAMI area, It was later dee
termined that.the remnants of the 16th Japancse Division = -
the original garrison of the island - had withdrawn to wolle
preparcd defensive positions in difficult terrain west and
southwest of this place, These positions blocked the eastern
entrance to available trails for withdrawal to, or reinforce~
ment from the west coast. Reduction.of these positions and

. destructlon of the remnents of the 16th Jap Division east of
the principal mountain range occupled the 96th Division for
sonetime and resulted in numerous bitter fights under extremecly
difficult conditions., 4bsence of all-weather roads and the

<:location of successive strong eneny positions on high ground

. behind the rice paddics and swamps along the road complicated

j this job, BSupply and evacuaiion were extrenely difficult, -

1 Recourse to caribao and hand-carry to support forward elements

_was the rule,

19, The 7th Division inmediately initiated its advance
to the south of the beachhead with such forces ag were availe
able, cleaned out hostile groups south of the MARABANG RIVER
(south boundary of the beachhead) and secured ABUYOG (Map,
page 10), It selzed and repaired the road to BAYBAY against
1ittle opposition and by 5 November had g reinforced battalion
in that place. Reconnaissance in force was inmediately started
northward up the coast toward ORMOC (10,8-32.3) to meet and
block the anticipated enemy advance southward from that place,
By 10 Novenber a strong position was established on the coast
in contact with the enemy near DAMULAAN (24,8=15,2)., From
observation posts on the west coast the 7th Division units
during early Noveuber repeatedly reported enemy shipping in
ORMOC BAY apparently delivering considerable reinforcenents,
This fact was soon verified, o -

20, The eneny eventually brought in the 35th Army Heade .
quarters (reputedly under cornand of Lieutenant General -
Yonashita) with the let, 8th, 26%h, 30th and 102nd Japanese
Divisiong, in whole or in part, Although our air strikes .
succeeded in destroying portions of these organizations, it
1s estimated that the Japs succecded in bringing in at least
60,000 reinforcenents, a ‘ .

21, The appearance of substantial hostile reinforcenents
on the west coast caused a shift in the Sixth Arny's weight
toward the north to ncet the threat against its right flank,
The Corps was assigned a new Lission of securing the DAGAMI-

- JARO (31,0-54.5) road and a new zone of action which cxtended
to the JARO~PALO (57.5~51,2) road (Highway 2) on the north
(Map, page 10), This new area and mission were given to the
96th Division, which was ordered to suspend relief of the
7th Division in the beachhead and to turn over to the latter
that portion of its recently acquired zone of action lying
south of GUINARONA (on the BURAUEN~DAGAMTI road).. In addition
to these. changes, the Sixth Arny directed that one combat teanm
be held innediately available for motor movement to the north
and that another be available on order for g proposed operae-
tlon 1n northern MINDANAO ISLAND, These changes in the situae
tion caused.a delay in the displacenent of the 7th Division
to the west coast until the 11th Airborne Division (Mo jor

ﬁ"’ll"‘
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General J, M, Swing) arrived on the island and was placed

-under the operational control of the Corps., By 22 November

this division had taken over the 7th Division 'zone of action

~in the BURAUEN area, releasing the latter for an attack in

force on the west coast. A battery of Corps! 155mm guns was
moved to the west coast, attached to the 7th Division, and -
pushed forward to enab’e this division to place artillery
fire on ORMOC, The 2%6th Field Artillery Battalion (155mm
gun) moved %o DARO (27,1-53,1) under operational control of
the X Corps to fire on thé ORMOC vicinity. The 7?7th Infantry

Division (Major General A, D, Bruce) arrived on- 23 November,.

was attached to the Corps, and by 24 November was in reserve
pogitions on the east coas%t. During this pericd plans for
an amphibious landing in the vicinity of ORNMOC were abandonedJ’i

"duc to lack of shippjng and .absence of ‘naval support.

22; By early December, uhe 7th Division had completed

assembly 'in the BAYBAY. C‘QJTA‘ (28,0-11.3) arca on the west

coast and had repulsed several st“ong attacks on 1ts covering -

- force, This displacement of the 7th Division to the west

coast and advance toward ORMOC served to draw all Jap local -
reserves from the ORMOC area, The mass of the Jap 26th Divie -

sion was also attracted south by this threat to its rear,

At this time, sufficient LSMs and LCIs to 1ift & strong force,
together with destroyer support, were made . avallable and. plans

‘were completed to take advantage of this enemy situation by

an amphibious operation directed against the ORMOC area,
The Corps established an advance CP at BAYBAY on 5 December ,
to permit close contact with this operation, which is described
in Section V. i : .

SECTION IV - JAPANFSm.AIRBORWE COUNTERATTACK (5—11 December) -
B ISKetoh.‘Soene of Junanesg Alrborne Attack page 13)

, 23. Just after dark 26 November, several Japanesc trans=

- port planes of DC~-2 type crash-landed in the surf on Corps

beaches, Two landed safely, {ne other, attempting to land

at BURI Airfield, was shot down by AAA units. All carried
- fully equipped demolition personnel, some of whom were killed

in the landings. Several of the Japs who landed safély were

'killed by our troops in the vicinity but an estimated thirty
- (30) Japs escaped and started in the direction of BURAUEN, ,

All our units were alerted and vigorous patrolling was started

. immediately. During the next few days, most of these Japs

were killed, Documents carried by these troops gave indication
of . plags for an airborne operation directed against airfields .
on LEYTE, _

24, Beginning about 4 December, a marked increase in

‘-enemy ground activity west of the BURAUEN Airfields was apparw'
~ent, with a considerable number of Jap troops infiltrating -

through our outposts and hiding in rice paddies north of the
airfields., These fields were used only for Cub plane and

‘casual operations, no- combat air units being stationed in the-
“area, During the evening of 6 December large numbers of Jap

airplanes were reported over LEYTE by various agencies on the -

~1sland, At about 1840, a. formatie.,*f trangports, supported

by bombers and fighters,‘dropped an estimated two hundred and
fifty (250) paratroops at the northeast end of SAN PABLO Air-
fields Other paratroops were dropped in scattered areas.

i
v
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During this attack an estimated thirty (30) airplanes =
bombers, fighters and transports - were shot down at various
parts of the island. : . .

. ‘ 25, From captured orders and prisoner of war statements,
it was later learned that the 35th Army had planned to parti-
cipate on a major scale with .the airborne operations of the
1lst Parachute Training Regiment, which made the attack, The
CP of the 35th Army was apparently moved to the east side of
the mountains in anticipation of this operation and orders.
for a coordinated attack were issued to the remnants of both
the 16th and 26th Jap Divicions., The former division noved
a considerable force to the area west of the airfields and
- succeeded in infiltrating some 400-500 through our outposts'
into BURI airfield. The 26th Division, however, appears to
have been blocked by the attack of our 1lth Airborne -Divislion
through the mountain passes, Captured orders indicated that
threce (3) echelons of paratroops, totalling ome one thousand
(1000) were to be dropped. Apparently, only one (1) echelon
of about two hundred and fifty (250) para%roops actually made
the attack, ' , o ‘

26, The paratroops who landed on SAN PABLO field Jjust-
before dusk on 6 December created considerable confusion
anong the service troops, aviation ground personnel, aviom
tion engineers, antiaircraft crews. and miscellaneous personnel
bivouacked in the area, generally without prepared defensive
positions, Elements of the 1llth Airborne Division (which was
charged with defense of the area) located south of SAN PABLO
field and a battalion of the 96th Division which occupied a
defensive position along the road west of BURI field held -
their positions during the night of 6-7 December,

v ‘27, . Early the next morning, available elements of the
11th Airborne Division, conslsting largely of artillerymen
and headquarters and service personnel, attacked SAN PABLO .
fron the south but were stopped before reaching the strip .
The 149th Infantry (less one battalion) of the 38th Division
which had just arrived at LEYTE enroute to another operation
was made avallable to the Corps and placed under operational
control of the 11lth Airborne Division. This regiment noved
to the vicinity of SAN PABLO prepared to attack toward the
northwest on the morning of 8 December, During the night,
however, the Japs withdrew to the northern side. of BURI
field, A coordinated attack, supported by artillery and
nortar fire, eventually succeeded in clearimg the entire area
by the evening of 10 December, - -

28, During the night of 10«11 Decenmber, Jap remnants
‘began evacuating the alrfield area, encountering our out=
" posts in their withdrawal to the hills, On the 1llth, a few
. scattered Japs were killed in the vicinity of the fields,

By nightfall 11 December, the area was considered secured
with only scattered dindividuals remaining, Between five
hundred (500) and &ix hundred (600) Japs were killed in the
airfield area during the:."Battle of the Airfields%, @ =~

SECTION V - OPERATIONS ON WEST COAST (5-25 December)
| : +  (Map, page 15) - i

29, Meanwhile the coordinated Corpé attack to capture
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'ORMOC was well under way, The 7th Division launched its
attack north from DAMULAAN on 5 December, at which time the
1ith Airborne Division attacked west through the nountaihs

© to complete the %pincer' on the Jap 26th Division, Thesc

aftacks were progressing satisfactorily when the 77th Division
(less dctachments) noved by water from the cast coast and
londed successfully at DEPOSITO (14,.8-27.0) just south of
ORMOC on the morning of 7 Deccember, Task Group 78,3 (Rear’
Adniral Struble), of the 7th Fleet successfully conducted
the amphibious phase oI this operation in spite of strong air
resistance. Thie landing placed the division behind the 26th
Jap Division which had been opposing the advance of the 7th
Division north (ronm BAYDAY and in rear of eneny troops operos
ting in the uppsr 04400 VALLEY ogainst the X Corps. The 7th

" Division, using all avollable fire power and making cspecially
‘offective usc of amphkibian tanks noving by water to deliver
flanking 7onm fire on Lostile defensive positions along the
coast, had reached a point about 8,000 yards south of DEPOSITO
by the time of the landing of .the 77th Division at that placc.-

30, The 96th Infantry and 11lth Airborne Divisions od
vanced through the mountains fron the east, completing the
envelopnent of hostile positions on the west coast, Thesc
opcrations which were conducted withcut motor vehicles in
extremely rough terrain prescnted supply and evacuation proe

/blens as difficult as can be imagined, The 1lth Airborne .

~Divislon encountered extrenely bitter resistance in-the

~ MAHONAG-ANAS (29-27) area but after nuch hard fighting at
‘close quarters broke up organized Jap resistance in the
passcs and eventually succeeded in reaching the west coast -
and naking contact with the 7th Division., Reinforccnent and
+-supply of this force was accomplished to a great extent by

- +air, Medical personnel and equipnent, declivered by parachute,
established a hospital at MAHONAG, Evacuation from this hose
pital was largely by hand-carry to the west coast after the

.~ pass had been secured, supplemented by Cub planes opcrating

¢ fron a strip at LUBI 130.9926.4). ~In some cases, it required
. twelve (12) days to get wounded to clearing stations in these
Leircunstances. ' - o : o S

3l, The landing of the 77th Division at DEPOSITO caught
the enemy by surprise and was net by little ground resistance,
The division's advance to the north proceceded rapidly until
CAMP DOWNES (11.8-31.0) was rcached., At this point deternined
‘resistance was encountered and overcome, CAMP DOWNES being
capturcd on 9 December, This was followed closely by the
capture of ORMOC on the 10th. Especially bitter resistance

- was encountered in the advance north from ORMOC with frequcnt
. strong Japanese counterattacks from stubbornly defended duge
- in positions, VALENCIA (07,0-43,8) was captured on the 18%h
by well executed flanking nmaneuver, however, and LIBUNGAOQ '
(0545=50,1) and the strategic road junction Just north thereof
were captured by 20 December, In the fighting near the road -
Junction the Japs comnitted fresh troops from the 5th Infantry,
8th Division (which had just landed on the west coast at o
PALOMPON (84,5-37,0)) in a counterattack from the west, On
21 Decenber contact was made with the X Corps at CANANGA
(0542=53,4) on the boundary, . . o

32, On the night of 11-12 December, one of the wildest
nmelees of the LEYTE campaign occurrcd when a Jap reinforcenent
and resupply convoy of two (2) ships and onec (1) barge cntered
ORMOC BAY and, in thc bellef that ORMOC was still in Japanesc
hands, attempted to beach at the sanc time and near the plnce

- 16 -
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o United States resupply convoy was beaching, One Jap ship
and the barge were sunk and many of the Japs 'killéd by fire
of AA weapons, amtanks, MB8se, tanks and artillery. There was

no loss to United States shipping,

33, In the meantime the 7th Division reached IPIL
(13,6-28,2) on 11 December and took over-west coast supply
installations at that place. Soon thereafter, one infantry -
reginent of the 7th Division moved to ORMOC and took over ‘the
defense of that place, under operational control of the 77th
Division, On 24 December the 7th Division zone of action was
-expanded to include all of the west coast south of the line
PATOMPON~VALENCIA, o ' o ’

34, After paking contact with the X Corps the' 77th Divi~
sion changed direction and odvanced west toward PALOMPON - ..
against continuous resistance from wellwlocated enemy positions

. dominating the road, Oh the night of 24-25 December it dige
patched a-reinforced battalion from ORMOC in ariphibian tractors,
supported by amphibian tanks and screened by PT boats, to land
near PALOMPON and selze that place, This movement requiring .
a "swin" of over forty (40) nautical miles, was successfully
accomplished with the loss of only three (3) vehicles and no
personnel, The landing, which was unopposed, followed by

selzure of the PALOMPON area the same day, marked the close -

of the campaign under the oommandAoﬂkih¢v81xth Army ..

- 35, The initial operatioms-on mhe west coac#gyerc: sup=
¢/ ported alrnost exclusively by truck heuls over the narrow onew
i way nountain road between.ABUYOG~and}BAIBAY;»;Accumulation',
' of sizeable stocks of supplies was never possible., The,shipe=
. ping availlable to the 77th Division was sufficlent to carry
- only enough supplies for initial needs, The supply sltuation -
renained critical on the west coast until regular LSM convoy
rage fron the east coast were lnaugurated in mid-December,
Despite frequent alr attacks these convoys eventually suce .
. ceeded in transporting .adequate supplies to the west coast
- unitse ' S o iR
36, While the foregoing action officially ended the
"organized resistance" on LEYTE, the XXIV Corps continued
operations in 1its zone un%il early Jahudry when it took over
all of the LEYTE=-SAMAR-CAMOTES area, Active mopping-up
- operations, including an amphibious operation by a reinforced
battalion -against the CAMOTES ISLANDS, fully occupied the
troops of the Corps for another month and a half. During
this latter period, 14,221 Japs were killed and .considerable
additlonal supplles and equipnent were destroyed before the -
Corps was relieved by elements of the X Corps early in . '
February. These' operations under command of ‘the Eighth Arnmy

~will be covered in a later report, -

«
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PART TWO
INTELLIGENCE -
; 1, General.

a, The fact that a complete change of target oc=
curred after the Corps was embarked greatly increased the
normal problem of providing pre-landing intelligence, Disw
tribution of all avallable material prior to sailing from. .
OAHD, however, supplemented by additional issues at each
; stop, resulted in a satiquetory solution, ~ -~ ‘ :

. b.. Lack of air reconnaissance and photography dun&
" ing most of the operation reduced avallable 1nformation of -
this type below the desirable mininug”

3,2. Map ggd Aerial Photographs.

. ‘a. Avallable maps (scales 1/25, OOO '1/50,000 and
1/250 000) were generally inaccurate and 1acking in vertical
'control. They were of extremely limited value to units
smaller than regiments, Except for coast lines and major
road nets, horizontal control was uniformly poor. Repre=
sentation of the interior of the island differed from the
terrain by as. much as several thousand yards 1n many cases._

o ‘ b.v Good aerial photogruphs, including obliques,

of the beaches were available prior to the landing, Later, .
although addifional photos were furnished, conplete coverage
of the arca of operations was never obtained, The time lag
between: a request for photo coverage and receipt of the prints
was usually so great that the value of the photos was greatly
reduced, For example, a request for strip .coverage of the
area just west of the BURAUEN~DAGAMI road was forwarded ape
proximately 22 October 1944, ‘Prints of this area were del=
ivered to the Corps on 7 November 1944 long after the area
was. eonpletely under our control. ,

Ce The dlsadvantages of this lack of accurate maps
and photos, in appropriate scalos, are obvious, These dife
ficulties were exaggerated in this campaign where converging
operations by large unlts were the rule, Small units met
the situation by continuous extensive patrolling and soon
had accurate local maps developéd from sketches submitted by
the patrols. Captured maps and sketches and buerrilla ine -
formation also-proved to bo extremely valuable.

3. Conbat Intelligencg. S R -f".'[' o

Qe Initial intelligence information providod prior
to the. landing proved to be aoourate. The. enény order of
battle and troop dispositions were especially good,

. Do BeLinninb with the pre-landing reports of undere
water demolition teams, assault uhits sent back the great ‘
'volume of rinformation which’ constitutes the backbone of cone
 bat intelligence, As these units became ‘indoctrinated w1th
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the value of such information end the necessity for accurate
reporting, the efficiency of 'the combat intelligence system
increased. Native reports, although habitually greatly exXagw
gerated, were valuable, especially in looating enemy stragglers
and small patrols in rear of our lines and in providing ncgaoe
tive enemy informatlon, : - .

4., Reconnaissancge,

as The scarclty of air observation, except by ,
lialson planes organic to .the Corps, placed the ground units
~"on their own" for reconnaissance to'an: unusual degree, -
Patrolling was on such a scale that early in the campalgn
all parts of LEYTE under control of thé Corps were covered
by a network of patrols, Especially in the mountainous intere
ior, such patrols often lived away from base for as much as
ten (10) days with only such supplies as could be carried or
obtained off the country, They located all sizeable groups -
of Japs and maintained contact with the latter until they.
were either destroyed or scattered, e ' »

be Artillery lialson planes, despite frequent = -
impossible weather for Ilying, did.-an excellent job of visual
reconnalssance, Attempts to use K~20 cameras from these
planes produced only fair results, however, -

. C. Water reconnaiséancé by PT boats when available
and by all manner of craft including amphibian vehicles was
extensively used, C ,; R A '

_ d, - The lack of a Corps reconnaissance unit wag
keenly felt in this operation, Such a unit would have been
very valuable in all phases of the operation, Its absecnce
resulted in additional loads on division agencies overtaxing
their capacities and required formation of special task units
for misslons that could have been more. efféctively accomplishe

ed by a regularly organized reconnaissance unit,

5, Guerrillas,

*

~a. It was hoped that contact would be made early

- with a reliable, well=organized and equipped guerrilla ore -
ganizatlon. Such was not the case, however, Individuals,
claiming to be guerrillas, streamed into command posts. of
all echelons., Corps G=2 was soon forced to establish an
organlzation to receive and investigate these individuals,

| b, Guerrillas became increasingly valuable as ‘the
campaign progressed. Organized unlts became available and
worked under control of division commanders in whose arcas
they were located. These guerrillas provided much valuable -
informatlon of the enemy and the terrain, acted as guides, -
and under Amerlcan supervision guarded bridges ‘and ‘other 1N
stallations, In the unoccupied areas in the southern part
of the island, guerrilla units were the only troops present,

o ‘¢, On 25 December 1944, guerrilla units were funce
tioning with divisions as follows:

' 7th Division - 94th Guerrilla Reglment
(less one battalion)

11th Airborne Division - 3rd Battalicn, 95th
, Regiment (=) plus 30 men fron
combat company and 100 men fron
service company '

o 19O -
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- 77th Division - 96th Reg iment

96th Division « 95th Reyiment (~3rd Battalion
c - - and Detachment)

- B Qounter-Intelli;ence,“-'

_ In view of the 1arve nunbers of civilians pro=
sent and the impossibility of preventing their passage through
our lines-in both directlons, 1t is probable that Japancse
sympathizers and spies among them kept the enemy well informed
about our dispositions. It is difficult Bo get the American
gsoldier to exercise the necessary harshness to keep natives,
‘particularly women and qhiidren, from going to thelr homes-
or from wandering at wikle uhrOJQhout the entire area, CIC .
. units were confronted with a most:difficult job in investigat-.
~ing and locating pro-Jap and subversive natives.

b; The CIC organization was as follows:

AXXIV Corps CIC: : ‘ ' ' '
- DULAG - Corps area investibations, routine
-checks, etc.
RIZAL (61 5-22,4) = Corps CP area security.
BAXBAX~ORMOC -~ Assisting 7th Division detache
, - . ment with security checks and.
- in securing infornation on
- CAMOTES, .

| 7th Division 016 - ORMOC~BAYBAY - Tactical in—\
"~ formation on CAMDTES routine
checks, etc,

77th DlVlSion CIC - VALENCIA - Routine chccks,.
© - tactical information, etc.

96th Division CIC -~ 96th Division CP = Routinc
i checks, security,“etc.

7. Prisoners of War,

» s a. - The usual acts of treachery occurred early in
the canpaign reducinb the enthusiasm of the troops for taking
prisoners, The Japanese when captured universally appearéd
to tell all they knew, Although much valuable information was
obtained from prisoners, most .of then were stragglers w1th
Jlittle late information of their own units..

A b; The interpreters teams‘(NISEI) again proved their
, great value in interrogation of prisoners and translution of
aptured documents. .

' c. Cumulative totals of prisoners captured by 25
December follow iseeschaptfen page 21)

. 7th Division ‘ - 87
11th Airborne Division - 10 -
77th Division - 49
96th Division - 49
97th AAA Group - 2

: -1

Navy .. . _
- ’TOTAL .;,;;;vige
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- 8 gap 1880 Caggg;gn on LEYTE,

a., The 16th Jap DlViSiOn (Lt General Makino) T Coe
inforced by 4,000 troops, with a total strength of abeut
20,000, is believed to have been the garrison of LEYTE, Exw
tensive field fortifications covered the landing beaches on
the eastern coast., Pre=lnuvasion alr strikes destroyed many
vehicles on roads and apparently disrupted. enemy plans to
occupy ‘these posirions. The preliminary. bombardment further

‘disrupted enemy plans so that resistance at the shore line

was negligible, Only a few Jap dead were seen 4n the beach
areas during and after the aspsault,

be Our drive 1nland soon overran the only lateral
beach road and evenfumliy cut the defending force in the Corps
zone into three (3) lbO“af°d groups, Resistance by isolated:
groups was determined, Local counterattacks were delivered
with enthualasm, Little sign of divisional control was ap=

"parent in any of these init*al defensive activities, however,

- ¢, When the success of our operation to seize an

'1nit1al beachhead was assured, the 16th Jap Divislon appare

ently made an organized effort to reassemble in strong posi=-
tions generally west of DAGAMI ‘and to secure the trails over
the mountains ranging between the cast and west coasts for
later operations. Extremely limited and ineffective use of
demolitions was apparent both during this phase and also-
throughout the campaign,

- . de It was apparently the enenmy's 1ntention to employ
the bulk of the reinforcements landed on the west coast of
LEYTE in an offensive to the north and east of ORMOC %o break
out of the western coastal plain, The 26th Jap Division with
the apparent mission of protecting the rear of this offensive
advanced south down the coast and delivered a series of

strong attacks against clenents of our 7th Division north of
BAYBAY,  With the repulse of these attacks the Jap 26th Dive
1sion .assumed a passive defense of the West coast,/with strong
elements attempting to puch east over the mountains to sew

'cure the ALBUERA (21.,8--20, 6)~BURAUEW trail and attack BURAUEN,

: e, The paratroop attack on the BURAUEN airfield
ares on 6 December was part of a coordinated attempt to cap— -
ture airfield installations in. the BURAUEN area, The 16th
and 26th Jap Divisions were ordered to attack overland and

assist the alrborne forces, The attack of the 16th Division .
constltuted little nmore than a nuilsance since it involved -
only some 400~500 troops, The 26th Division was stopped and
destroyed in the mountains and never reached BURAUEN in '
force, .

: f, Our landing at DEPOSITO on 7 December and establ-
ishment aghore of the 77th Division split the Jap forces on
the west coast. ‘Our rapid seizure of the western coastline

" trapped many eneny troops in the area to the east whilec ocCe

cupation of all roads on the west coast cut the remalning
hostile forces into several small groups, Destruction or
capture of the major supply and hospital installations left -
these groups little logistic support, The capture of
PALOMPON on Christmas Day, 1944 closed the last feasible
evacuation or reinforcement port
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Ze At this time the Jap forces probably consisted

of some 15,000=.16,000 troops asscmbled in small groups in

the mountains and the western coastal plain, Lt General
Yanegata, 26th Jop Division connander, had his CP in the S
mountains east of ORMOC and consistently attempted to assemble
all eneny remnants in that area, It 1s thought later on he
succeeded in collecting some 3,000=4,000, Other eneny troops

oh the west coast evenuually assonbleo north of PALQMPON in
a group of some 2,000-~3, OOO : . . :

. hi Estinated number of eneny killed by majori
elements of the Corps up to 25 Decerber were:

7th Division o B A9,857
77th Division - 12,789
96th Division . - 7,296

* 1llth 4irhorne Division - 4,247
Corps and Service Troops - - 287
Guerrillas - 557

o«

TOTAL™ 3% %0 enss.s 35,013

’ 1, The following is an analysis of conparative |
friendly and eneny casualtieu in this campaign (page 24a)s

TOTAL CASUALTIES ' TOTAL FRIENDLY

PER 100' ENEMY. KIA'PER 100
| (KIA and gows) __ENEMY KIA

7th Division - 15 (1:6) 3 (1233) .

77th Division = 10 .21:10)- .2 (1:50

96th Division S 16 “(1:8) 5  (1:20

- 11th Airborne Division 12 . (1:8) 5 1220

Corps Troops . L 4b# (1:2) e (1l:14)

XXIV Corps = . . 7 14 (1:7) 3 (1'55)

¥ Probably due to Corps Troops being subjected to eneny
raction against which only passive resistance was
possible, Variables render this figure inaccurate,

Corps’Troops include. Hq and Hq Co, XXIV Corps
j . - Attached AA, Ord, Engr, QM Troops
‘ ‘ Guerrillas
Naval Personnel (who turned in 1 PW)
XXIvV Corps Artillery

This does not include casualties suffered by guerrillas.

Enemy Xkilled by Fuerrillas, however, are o negligible factor
in conputations above, ,

" 9., Encmy Tactics cnd Woapons;

o, Japanese tactics as encountered on LEYTE were
about as had been expected, with no outstanding novelties,
Most of the eneny attacks were made at night and usually ine
volved stall nuobers.,. Several small hostile daylight attacks
were -executed with marned skill, The Jap artillery was selw

dom able to mass its fires but on several occasions delivered .
good preparations in linite& areas.

- b, In defense the ind ividual Jap, as always, was a
determined fighter, skillod in camouflage and use of ground.

..23-.
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His quickness in attacking - and often destroying - tanks
separated from infantry support was consplcuous, - An oute
standing fault was an almost universal failure to noke gfe
fective use of demolitions to hinder or delay our advance, -
Attenpts to destroy bridges (of which there were hundreds)
were usually only partially effective, leaving the bridges
easy to repair. o : A .

':. . ce Enemy security was weak. Numerous incidents were
reported of our units surprising Japs sleeping or eating., .
- When surpri=zed the'Jﬁ@;@@ﬁggasilyﬁkilledJas‘he seldon redcted
aggressively., S | AR o ' | A
v e Continued.aggressive attempts were made by small
enemy groups to destroy important installations, especlally
'155mm guns. Satchel charges were the principal weapons ems
ployed in such attempts, some of which were successfule .

: e, The only weapons encountered new to this command
were the Model 90, 7bmm gun - an excellent plece of artillery -
“and the so-called "lunge mine", a shaped charge mounted on a
stick for use against tanks, ‘ .

10, Atrocitics.

' Instances of atrocities comitted by Jap soldiers
against civilians, especially by isolated Japs attempting to
egcape, were numerous, . - ; Coon R :

‘ j11.>_Pr6Qaganda Leaflets,
. ;_,' Although sorne Japs,surrenderedwreporxedlyfaéfafreél
sult of reading surrender leaflets, efforts in this direction
could . not be considered successful, Special letters directed
. to enemy division commanders and dropped near faidy well ldene
tified CPs had no noticeable effect. The understandable re-
luctance of our troops to trust any Jap Jdoubtless contributes
to the difficulty of inducing the enemy to surrender.

12, ‘Public relations, -

- Considerable newspaper space was glven to the LEYTE
canpaign in newspapers and magazines in the United Statesse.
That this was due to-the inherent news value of the camvaign
rather than to any coordinated effort on the part of CorXps
Headquarters is self-evident when it is realized that the -
current T/Os make no allowance for public relations in any . -
_headquarters, Public relations work is a necessary and vital
function of a Corps Headquarters. -Public relations, as eXe
pressed in complete news coverage of what the individual
soldier in-the line and the service forces ls doing, is a
najor morale factor, both on the fighting front and the ‘hone
fronte It is felt that in order to provide such coverage
. the current T/O should be revised to include a public rela-
tions section in both Corps and Division Headquarters, While
- the Information and q&ggyr%pglnTeams will £ill this need in -
part, a permanent orgoliization is required so that public
relations work can be conducted on-a’ loglcal, coordinated
and planned basis at all times, A recommended T/0 for .a’
Corps Public Relations Office is’ shown under paragraph 13c
below. (Increase.in strength of Corps Headquarters and Heade
‘quarters Company recomnended in paragraph 1, Part Scven,

.24 -
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page 58 will provide required ‘persbnnel;)v o ;
| 13, Lgcssons Learned and Recogg@ndaﬁ;pns.l

o e Corps Headquarters has a ¢ontinuing requires
ment for liaison type eirplanes, A source of such airplanes
indcpendent of Corps Artillery should be available,

o Recommend tiggél That the Corbs‘be furnished
a squadron of eight (8) liaison type airplanes including
four (4) of L=5 type., | | o

b, A Corps operating with an open flank has a de= °
finlte need for a Corps Ground Reconnaissance Unit, In this
theater, this unit should be equipped for amphibious reccone
nalssance, ' : ‘ 1 ﬂ '

| Rocommendation: That a reconnalssance squadron
be assigned to the Corps for any operation where need of such
~a unit can be anticipated% ' '

o ¢, Assignment of public relations personnel to
Corps and Division Headquarters is believed both desirable
and necessary. o .

. ‘ Recommendation: That the following:Public‘Re~
: 1at19ns Segtion be assigned to the Corps-on a permanent basiss

Public Relations Officer Major, Branch Immaterial

Copy and Assignment Chief = Technical Sergecant
 Reporters and Rewrite Men ' Two (2) T/4s -

Photographer, - : T/4

Clerk : : . T/5

Equipment: Two (2) typewriters (one standard, one portable),.
. 1 Camerp, Speed Graphic (4 x 5), ‘ '
' -1 Camera, 35nn, e
Necessary photographic supplies,
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 PART THREE
" OPERATIONS

1, General. | | |
" a. The operations on LEYTE confirmed previous Opinm
jon that tactics and technique of ground forces as presently

established are sound and satisfactory, Nothing novel was
disoovered.ﬁg our forces in this campaign.

v be The Japancsc parachute attack of 6 December was
the first cxperience of this command in this tﬁpe of action,
Defense in such cascs is dilscussed in paragraph S belowe

A The LEYTE campalgn was conducted on a land mass
'1arge enough to permit maneuver, The terraln on thec eastern
coastal plain and on parts of the west coast was flat and
contained an appreciable amount of rclatively open country,
 The eentral mountain range was extremely rugged and traversed

only by foot trails, few in number, In this area, the action
- was restricted to small unit nountain fighting. ‘

2. QggogsiVe Opegat;ons.

o a. The Corps was on continuous offensive from the
date of'landing (20 October) to the close of the reporting
pcriod (25 December). - . o

RS The offensive on the east coast was’ charaoterized
by initial rapid thrusts, gencrally following roads, to scilze
important localities and to divide the Jap forces, . This was
followed by envelopments from as many directions as possible
in the circumstances to contaln and destroy the remaining
enemy pockets. ‘This method proved to be eminently successe
ful, as in no case did the Jap. reaotion develop a serious
threat. . ,

Coe The .advance up the wost coast as far as ORMOC
was made in a narrow coastal plain, dominated on thec right
(east) flank by extremely rugged terrain, which was in the
possession of the enemy (see Part One, pagel5), ORMOC BAY
on the left flank was controlled by Jap naval surface forces
in the initial phases of this campaign, as no friendly sule.
face forces were permanently based in that area until near
the end of the period covered. by this report. A water .Clise
veloprnent by the 77th Division coordinated with land attocks
by all other dlvislions was suocessfully used to gain full cone
trol of this- critioal arec.; . o , )

o da Capture of the ORMOC-LIBUNGAO~PALOMPON triangle
was accomplished by a combinaticn of the above methods, The -
initial advance north from ORMOC .was a rapid thrust along the
road axis ORMOC-CANANGA, followed by a change in direction
to the west. The advance west was TOlayed by resistance fron
excellent positions blocking the road, - The 7?7th Division
sent a battallion landing team largely transported in amphibn
ian-tractors to land in rear of these peeitions and scize

."> ) ' r ‘e ®
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PALOMPON, This actlon was highly successful, During the
above operatlions, the 7th Division took over :reas fron the
77th, ropping up remalning eneny resistance and assuning
logistic responsibilitics in rear of that Aivision.

'3« Defensivce ggérations;

' . 2, The Corps as a whole was never on the defensive -
during this operation. Snall units rcpecatedly proved their
ability to hold defensive positions against attacks by nuncri-
cally superior forces, Elenents..of the 32nd Infantry, 7th
Division, in their.actlon.in holding. against repeated strong
‘attacks north of BAYBAY in late November, provided an oute
‘standling exauple, S ' DA )

3 be The paratroop attack on 6 December provided o
test of the Corps plan to nect this type of threat, Each of
our units, regardless of size, had been indoctrinatod with
the necesslty for a completely organlzed perineter, coordine
ated with its neighbors, and g rnobilec reserve, This proccds
ure had becn, in cffoct cver®$ifiéé the landing on LEYTE and’
by the date of the parachutist attack was an habitual practice

of Corps units,. The attack was delivered, however, in an arca
- largely. occupled by Air Corps ground crews and service units:
and antiailrcraft units, Dofensive preparations of these
troops were far below the standard required of troops of this
Corps and the reaction to the attack was not sufficicntly
deternined to prevent the cneny fron effecting a firm lodg=
nent, The cneny was able to assenble in favorable posltions,
which our combat troops scon contained, His elinination 1ge
quired a full scale coordinated attack by infantry and ale
lied arns, DelayAin;isolating the attackers in this instance
resulted fron inadequate defcnsc of the airfield area and
‘prevented qulck crushing of the crery airborne assault, This.
ig considered as additional eviilcnce of the soundness of the
dootrine of defensc asapplicd by trocps of the Corpse -

4, Artillery,

' ae Artillery fire was extensively used and was -
probably the most cffective Jap killer avellable, Forward
"observers accompanled d11 but the smallest patrols, thuos -
insuring adjusted fire onh eneny groups as soon as Adiscovercd,
be Corps Artillery, - - =~
(1) Orpmanization,

- o (a) Headquarters and Hecalquarters Bate
toery, V Marine Amphibious Corps Artillery (Brigodier General
' Te E. Bourke, USMC) was attached to the XXIV Corps when it
becanc apparent that the organic Corps Artillery (which was '
engaged in the MARIANAS campaign) would not be available fop

the initial phascs of the LEYTE operation, For thec sane
reason the 5th 155nnm Howitzer Battalion and the 1lth 155mn

Gun Battalion, both USMC, were attached to the Corps, These
units, with the 198th Field Artillory_Dattalioh'(155mm'ﬂow~,W
1tzor5,,the 226th Field Artillery Battalion (155mm Gun) and
the 287%th Ficld artillery Observation Battalion constituted
the Corps Artillcery until relief of the Morine units on 11
Decenber 1944, . The uq;}s_of~the.00rp5'Artillery; incidentally,
ﬁergEgg%GP qgsembled,on‘gyc}191and until -after their landing
on- . i T
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' ’ (o) The remainder of the XXIV Corps
Artillery arrived on LEYTE from SAIPAN early in Decenber and
relieved all Marine units on 11, Deoenber 1944 The new Arny
units were: . _ Cwe . ,f,A
Healquarters and Headquarters Battery, XXIV Corps
Artillery (Brigalier General Josef R. Sheetz)

Headquarters and Healquarters Battery, 419th Field
Artillery Greup j LA

- 53lst Field Artillery Battalion (155mm Gun)
©t ssend Fiold Artillery Battalion (155mn Gun)

Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 420th Fisld o
' Artillery Group .

) 145th Field Artillery Battalion (155mm How)
225th Field Artillery Battalion (l55mn Howo

(2) suiizurrxrss

: v Reconnaissance parties of Corps Artill y '
1anded on the east coast of LEYTE ISLAND 20~21 October 1944,
All elerents of Corps Artillery were in position on LEYTE
ISLAND by 1500, 24 October 1944 at which time Corps Artillery
Cormander assuried control- ‘of .Corps Artillery aahore.(sketoh
page 29}, The 287th Ficld Artillery Observation Battalion
effected common survey control for both X and XXIV Corpss
Corps Artillery with the mission of general support reinforc~ .
ed ‘the fires of the 7th Division Artillery with one 155mm. .
Howitzer Battallon' and the fires. of the 96th Dvision Artillery
with one 155mm Howitzer Dcttalion. The 226th Field Artillery
Battalion (155mm Gun) was placed under operational control
.of the X Corps during the perlod 4 November to 4 December :
19444 Corps Artillery battalions displaced forward commencing
‘1 Noveciuber 1944 (se¢ sketch, page 2943, From their forward

 positions the 155mm Gun Battalions maintained continuous

‘4nterdiction on ORMOC, VALENCIA and the ORMOC-VALENCIA road,
The amphibious Operation in the vicinity of ORMOC was sup=
ported Dy the 226th Field Artillery Battalion under- operation~
al eontrol of X Corps fron advanced positions near DABO.,~ .

' ' R Total anmunition expenditure by XXIV Corps~
Artillery fron 21 October to 26 December 1944' A

© shell, HE, Me107 16,451 -

Shell, WP, M~105 and M-110 776 - -
Shell, Snoke, ‘BE, M-116 7
TOTAL .., 17, 254";:

lo5nm Gun Amnunition o

Shell, HE, M-101 . \9;350

Shell, WP, M-104 .48l
'Shell AP, Nellz e 68

. Total Rounds, Gorps Artillery cerecaes 27, 115

~ BESTRICTFD
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. Coordination of Artilier

, ay From past experience and analysis of reports
from recent operations, the problem of coordifiation of
artillery, alr and naval gunfire was given particular atten-
tion with a view to giving maximum support to the ground operw
ations wlth the least possible int erference between these
supporting agencies and the minimum of danger to friendly
elements %including alrcraft) from our own fire, Many intere
staff and lhter-service conferences were held to acquaint
‘each agency wlth the problems of the others and with infantry
requirements for close support, R ,

. - , be Prior to the rehearsals, this Corps promulgated
an SOP (see Annex E, XXIV Corps SOP) designed to encourage
the maximum coordination of these supporting elements., The
Corps Artilliory Officer was designated to represent the Corps
Commander in determining the type of support to be provided
and to take appropriate safety measures, This procedure was

tried out on the rehearsals, improved and promulgated.

. Ce Prior to the landing of large nasses of artills
ery and mortars the problem involved prineipally naval gune
fire and alr support, and was further.simplified by the ex=
cellent communications avallable on the command ship. Bee:
ginning with A plus 1 day, as more and more artillery units
became avallable ashore; the time involved in coordination
and transmlsslon by radlo of necessary firing restriction on
artillery inherentl¥ became increasingly longer but in no case
exceeded thirty (30) minutes, When the Corps Artillery moved
~1ts command post ashore on A plus 3, the naval gunfire = air «
artillery coordinating team moved into this CP, Artillery
telephone communicatlon belng available ashore, the time bew.
tween request for support or detection of a remunerative tar—
get and the reactlon thereto was sensibly reduced, '

- de The Coordination obtained between the supporting
units was most satisfactory and the principles employed were
considered sound, The naval gunfire and carrier-based aip
support provided untll the departure of the fleet on A plus 5
were excellent, . R -

es After withdrawal of the naval air forces, no
close alr support was provided for ground operations. Due
‘to scarcity of alrcraft for ground support missions, requests
for alr strikes had to be arranged through many channels well
ahead of the time needed and were often delayed in execution
or were not delivered at all, ‘ .

6, Antiaircraft,

S ‘ae -The battalions of the 97th AAA Group were ate.
tached to divisions for movement ashore and occupation of
initial firlng positions, All gun and AW battalions had at
least two (2) batteries in posifion by A plus 3 and were
fully emplaced on A plus 4, . Targets were available daily
‘beginning A plus 1, g . o

be The Commanding Officer, 97th AAA Group, assumed
operatlonal control of all (orps AAA on 22 October 1944,
Command of allAﬁﬁA units on LEYTE was assumed by Commanding
General, 32nd Brigade, 291200 October., The following
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table indicates the activity of Corps AA units during ‘the bine
. they were under operational control of Corps: :

SUMMARY OF AAA OPERATIONS* 20-20 OCTODER 1044:
. ' B . » | T
NO OF EST NO OF . PRODABLY

DATE RAIDS _ PLANES IN RAID DESTROYED DESTROYED DAMAGED
20 Oct 0 o o o0 0
21 Oct 0 0 0 - 0 o
22 Oct 2 3 0 0 -0
23 Oct 1 4 1 5 1
24 Oct 4 12 4 3 2
25 Oct 5 8 2 4 2
26 Oct 7 29 58 4 4
27 Oct 9 3 7 9 4
28 Oct 9 24 - 5% 5% 6
‘29 Oct I 2 __ 0 0 0
(officially creditéd to automatic wpns 18 20 16)
(Offiéiélly credited to 90mm gﬁns I : 9 _3)
Total 38 113 25 29 19

*#*XXIV Corps Antiaircrofit Artillery:

97th AAA Group
vet, 230th AAA 8/L Dn

- Btry A, 230th AAA S/L Bn
5024 AAA Gun 3n ,
004th AAA Gun Dn
485th AAA (AW) Bn

866th AAA (AW) Bn

727th Sig AW Co (attached to 97th AAA Gp)

IR c. Prior to the landing all units had been indoce
trinated in the Corps '‘SOP which prohibited firing against -
aircraft by any except AAA units, unless directly attacked,

In practice, this rule was frequently violated during the

early days of the landing, Many individuals ashore and prac-
tically all landing craft present in the harbor fired on any
unidentified aircraft as long as it was in sight, This dong-
erous practice was finally stopped anong ground.- troops in the
Corps CP area by.use of a public address system and by sunnarily
fining each individual caught in the act of firing, and in other:
areas Wy lncreasingly rigid enforcement with disciplinary action
against violators. . , - .

R d., The Pacific Ocean Areas! terminology for alerts
and control of fire was used initially but, -after withdrowal

RESTRiT )
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of naval forces, was superseded by the SOuthwest Pacific Area
‘aystem, This - ‘with other. differences in technique - caused
some confusion early in the campaign.

B e, The 5024 AAA Gun Battalion was. used to Lelnforcem
the ground fires of the 7th D1VJ51on Artillery during the
period & plus 1 to A plus 5., A total of 1,782 rounds of 90mm
- ammunition was expended on day and night m1ss1ons, which were
effectively. accompllshed Aerial adgustment was used durlng
daylight hours. s SR .

- f. The 7th AAA AW Battalion (attached to 77tn DlVlu
sion)” destroyed nine enemy aircraft 6-9 December 1944 during
the landing of the 77th Infantry Division on the west coast,

Units of this battalion also fired with good effect on Japanese

craft which attempted to land troops at ORMOC on the night of
11-12 December 1944,

| g%esmwnzn'
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PART FOUR
LOGISTICS

1. General.

‘a, The operation for which the XXIV Corps loaded out
of OAHU was the capture of YAP — a short, independent operation
on a small land mass, Logistic support was to be provided by
Army and Navy facilities of the Pacific Ocean Areas, The ship-
ping setup to provide this support was well balanced and was: -
scheduled to arrive at YAP as rapidly as it could be handled by
the estimated capaclities of the beaches and ports on that island,
This shipping was scheduled as follows:

(1) Assault eohelon,fcohtaining assault units and
equipment, with initial supplies including
minimum reserves, R S :

(2) Resupply echelons containing additional units
- as required and maintenance supplies for all

troops ashore for 120 days.

(3) . Rehabilitation shipping containing rear
‘ echelons of assault units and additional - )
units and equipment not 1lifted with the assault
echelon, Most of this shlpping was .scheduled
%o rejoin the Corps at NEW CALEDONIA where re-
habilitation was to be accomplished, ‘

b, For the LEYTE operation, the assault echelon of
the Corps as leaded was assigned to the Commander~in=Chief,-
Southwest Pacific Area, Support of the Operation was %o be
provided generally as previously planned, to include resupply
echelons scheduled %o be avallable on call to the target as
required, Rehabilitation shipping was to be diverted to
LEYTE, After A plus 120 days, all maintenance supplies of
the Corps were to become the complete responsibility of Soutbhe
west Pacific Area, - o S ' .
: ¢, Actual echeloning in of the shipping at LEYTE
was delayed by a number of factors; including commitment to
- the campaign of more forces than expected in. original plans
and extensive use of the meager port facilities available
at LEYTE for staging and mounting of units.for the LUZON
operation before completion of ‘the LEYTE campaign. In addi-
tion, some XXIV Corpszsupplies'and'equipmeqt,had necegsarily
to be furnished to SWPA.organizations duriiig the course of
the campaign., . A ' '

’ de The Corps at all times during this operation -
functioned in varying degrces as an administrative unit ale
though almost all of its scrvice troops were absorbed into . '
the 808 port activities, Daring the operations of two' divie o
sions in the ORMOC arca, supply of these clements was handle ‘
ed completely by the Corps, . e : :
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a.“ General, , »

, On 16 Auouut 19ﬁ4 1oading was startbd at HONO~ I
LULU, T.H., for a- roneorsal prior to- departure for the objecte
ive, Upon return from rechearsal, top~loading was completed
making a total of ‘65,000 personnel and some 85,000 wclght

tons of cafgo for the assault echelon,

—~

Do The Third Amphlbious Force, charged w1th land= .
‘,1ng the Corps,. had its headquarters at PEARL HARBOR, readlly
available to Corps Headqparters and to the various agencies
involved in the loading-cut process,  Close joint planning
was. effected early and contlnupd untll the Corps was ashoirc, .

' ¢, The Transport Quartermaster and Port Operations
Section, Headquarters XXIV Corps had been organizel on 6 June
1944 from.personnel furnished by ComGenPOA on detached ser~

vice and was. the Corps staff agency directly responuible for
the loading Operation. , L ' o

!d.. Available shipping was wllotted as followse =
' APA AKA AP AGC AH APH LST LSM LSV LSD~7

o =" ———— ——— ——— =1 ——— ——— bt "

wth Division 9 3

. 3 2.1 - 1 25 = 1 2
96th Division 10 3. 2. .1 - - 24 L - 3
Corps Troops | 5} 2. = 1 = _= 8= 2. =

TOTAL 4u0vv 22 8 4'*_3'."~' 18  f<’;*57 5

_ o. Units of Corps Troops were embarked as indlctted
\below. It should be noted that most of these units had ele= :
ments on several ships and that they were ocattered throughout-’
shipplng allotted for lifting the divisions, - :

1 AGC 3 APA 2 AK 2 LSV, 8 L3T

Hq & Hq Co xx1v Corps R X X T x
Six Teams X @ R X
Co B 724th MP Bn (=2 Plat) o X g o

Hq & Hq Btry V Amph Corps: nrty X
287th FA Obsn Bn

>¢

" 198th FA How Bn (155mm) .
11th Marine Gun Bn (155mn) .
226th FA Gun Bn (155mm)
828th Amphib Trk Co
Hq & Hq Co 20th Armd Gp
- 727th AW Det

voond AWS Det (Port) ’ ‘
'10lst Sig Bn (~Co C) Reinf X
284%h Ord Hvy Maint & EEIS Tnm
3259th QM Sv Co (-1 Plat) -

Hq & Hq Co 1118th Engr Gp ‘
Hq & Hq Btry, 97th AAA Gun Bn - X
968th Engr Meint Co (1 Plat)

Prov Engr Topo Plat

202nd Port Co & Hg Det 504th Port
7lst Med Bn

165th Sta Hosp

76th Sta Hosp ‘ _

A=3 Cub 12 (Port) _ '

Hq & Hq Det 492nd QM Bn

Prov.Graves Reg Co (=3 Plat)

722nd Engr Depot Co

o -

e seme  wm  Gmee e

Mook MMM
BB NN

s

b4 34 54
b4
BB DB BB B B4 B4

DDA DA DA DI D P DD BB DS B
54 5
T
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2 AKX 2 LSV 8 LsT

L AGC 3 APA \K
Navy Beach Parties X X
Island Comdr and Staffl o | X
Hq Det 88th Cml Bn .- : X -
Air Delivery Sect = V Ampaio x X

‘ f,"(l)‘ Supplies smbarﬁed were as follows.

Class I - 30 days = }:_ { IEB
‘Class II ~ 20 days -
, Clags III - 20 days’ '
i Class IV - 20 days (Medical - 30 duys)
Class V = 7 U/F 105 Arty and AAA; -
{ . o

5 U/F all other typcs

" (2) 'Of the above supplies, one-third was 1ssued
in bulk to divisions and the other units for loading aboard
LSTs, Approximately one-third was palletized and loaded
aboard APAs with units concerned, The remaining one-third
was bulk~loaded in AKs and AKAs for direct unloading 1nto A o
-dumps upon arrival ut the tgrget ' o

8. guipnent=

" (1) Since the’ equipment 1oaded was based on the
YAP operation, wheeled vehicles were sacrificed for amphibians,
with the result that less than 50% of T/E allowance of general
- purpose vehicles accompanied the units, - This shortage of :
transportation caused by the change-in targets was the principal
"hardship resulting therefrom, In addition, extra items of
“heavy engineering equipment to assist in cargo handllng, beach
" operation and road construction were.carried in lleu of approx-
imately 50% of T/E dump trucks, -This lack of dump trucks
seriously hindered necessary foad construction during the
Opel atlon. o . . ) ) ' o

(2) Rear echelons which by original plan were
to rojoin their parent units in the rehabilitation area in
'NEW CALEDONIA were acconmpanied by many items of orgqnizationsl
equipment which would have been most.welcome in LEYTE soon
after the landing. . None of the ships. carrylng rear echelons
reached LEITE until Jdnuarj, 19;5 ‘

3. Movement to. Target and Unloadin ng.

a, The movements from OAHU %o LEYTL tod&place as
follows: _

 LEFT  ARR EN- LEFT'EN- -~ ARR LEFT  ARR
HAWAIL IWETOK — _IWETOK ~ MANUS MANUS LEYTE

Practor = 11 Sep. 25 sep, 26 Sep 4 Oct 11 Oct 20 Oct
,mmmm ‘ ‘ e o N o

Transport 15 Sep 25 Sep 28»Sep 3 Qct ‘l410ot_20'OCE ‘
Groups , . . ‘ .

In this connection, it should be noted that all troops were
- aboard ship at least thlrtyaflvo (55) ays. . o

'b.; Unloading.

, (l) The approach of Japanese surface task forces
' caused an acceleration of the unloading program in order to
permit early ‘withdrawal of the transports, Supplies, equipe
ment and troops were put ashore faster than was desirable,

.
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‘This resulted in some confusion on the beaches and con31der~
able misplaced equlpment. : S

(2) mxcellent beaches, smooth water, light
initial rcsistance and absence of a fringing reef facilitated
unloading, which was accomplished in what is believed to be
record time. All shipping, 1nvolv1ng some 55,000 men and /
85,000 tons, was dlscnarged oofore cvening of 24 October. '

(5) Corps troop shipping was hot organized into
a separate transport division for unloading but was distributed
throughout 96th and 7th Division transport divisions, This.
lack of a separate naval group containing the shipplng utilized
by Corps troops units resulted in a lack of unified control
‘which caused confusion: both in loading and in unloading. The -
need foxr an organization in which Corps Troop .shipping is cone
solidated into one unit, controlled by a single naval head=

. quartcrs, was clearly demonstrated.

S (4) Beach and shore parties worked together in
an- excellcnt nanner. B _

;/ 4 Shore Partz Oper tions=

a. Each bnttalion landing tcam came ashore with one
engineexr company from the engineer group attached to 1ts dive
igsion for shore party dutics, These companles were. proeress—‘ .
jvely augmented as higher echelons and service units from the -
assault shipping came ashore mnd assumed control of shor
party activities.

TN

b. Corps Shore Party, under overall conmand of the"
Commanding Officer, 1118th mnglneer Group, took over fronm
divisions on 23 October 1944, This organization (although
later absorbed in. the Service Command) continued to function
“ throughout the operation, Overall control of the port active
ities together with Corps service troops passed successively
under the ASCOM (Service Echelon, Sixth Army) on 3 November. .
1954 and USASOS. (Serv1ce Echelon, SWPA) on 28 December 1944,

: " Ce On 29 Novembor 1944 the Corps obtained authority
to operate an unloading point at ABUYOG. ' This task was assume

ed in order to speecd up unloading of resupply shipping which
could not be handled by facilities already existing on this
island and to establish supplies under Corps control for opcle
ations on the west coast (see Map of Port Installations, page. 37).

' 8 . Supply dumps established on the cast coast COonw
tinued to serve (under various controls) as Corps supply
points for elenents of the Corps. -

be The operations on the west coast at the peak in~
volved some 32,000 men, Additional Corps supply points .were
established at IPIL early in December, and later at ORMOG
stocked with supplies of all classes and used until the cnd
of operation. Supervision of the physical operation of these
supply points had to be delegated to the Commanding Genoral,
7th D1v151on due to lack of” Corps oerV1ce units. :

| . The mofre important deficiencies in supply and
equipment whloh dchloped during this operatlon are listed

below: : Ht@ i RICTED
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