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THE IRFANTRY SCHOOL
Office of the Assistant Banmandant,

Port Bemming, Jeewgia
28 Pobruary 1045,

MEMORANDINM

The following articles were sudbmitted by Captain Lo,an E.

WUsston, now an instruotor at TIS. Ne served wit Merril's

Mavauders in the CBI theater and sommanded the I and R Flatoon of

one of the regimente. His experiences are passed on to instructors

at TIS beoause of the valuable information contained in thege

articles. Chiefs of sectlon are requested to give this memorandum
oireulation.

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH TRAINING REGIMENT
Infantry Replasement Training Center
Port XeClellan, Alabama

23 Oetober 1944

SURJECT: Recommended Tactical Fomations for Small Units in
Jungle Warfare

70 t G-3, Seot. A.G.7., Amay Yar College
(ATTENTION: Colonel Push) s

Sinee Deing assigned te an Infantry Replagement Unit, I have
soncluded that although we have ideal training for front line and
open terrain fighting, we are giving practieally no instruction to
the Jungle soldier. 1 have yot to observe my first demonstration
of tagtios that will work in the jungle. May I suggest that a train-
lug film be produced? Others have thought of this idea, I know,
bus what is being done about it, or even sand table exeraises?

A film on this tonlic could show tactics in operation that have
proven themselves to be suceessful. It could show the cause and:
preventative for casualities, treatment for the patient, living off
ﬂ!’ 1m0 ."o

¥e have the best fighting men and equipment in the world. Ve
are in position now to am these men with the benefit of past ex~
perience. Our IRTC Camps have suffigient memders of i ¢ oombat
vets that could be used for demonstrating units, or for filme pro-
duction purposes. All of these men have ideas that they have seen
worked outl successfully in combat,

Fellowing, you will find some sketshes and remarks of ay own
that were dlscussed with you when I visited your office about a
month ago. Enclosed aleo, are = few gleanings from Capt. Heinmlller's
experisnoe in Jungle combat in the 3outh West Pacific Area. Capt.
James Hapkins whe recently returnmed with me from North Burme, and
whe was re-asgigned through Camp Meade, M4, would also be delighted
t0 contribute from a mediorl point of view.

' In introducing these tested suggestions to you, I shall leave
She basic of the suggestions speak for themselves. In twenty-three
battles and skimmishes, my platoon lest thiree men killed and four
wounded, It was ageredited with a Xmowh two hundred fifty four
(284) and a probable additional four hundred sixty (460) members
of gnemy forges killed. The number of enemy wounded could not be

estimated.
1. _Sketeh number 1 shows the 80P (S%anding Operating Preecedurs)

of the vlatosn formation in bivouase, This was our exelusive for-
mation at eamp, in trail dlocks, or in any eituation requiring all
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arcund securisy. IS works very satisfasctory for wnits from the
size of a platoon on ¥p. Our platoon consisted of four squads, but
on numerous occasions, we 2leo used the three squad formation shown
in sketeh number 1-B. Pairols smaller than a platoon in sizs ean
hi:g‘:ut rather than attempt to establish security by defensive

e 8.

The unit moving eingle file down a jungle trail will marsh
direotly inte $.0.P. fomation which results in the troops getting
more rest amd time fer care of person and equipment. It alse places
each individual in position to fend as eriy Attagh from any direetion.
Pinally, 1t sesures She unit perineter i & wide band of oross fire
from both antomatiec wearons and riflemen. (%See sketch #1 for dls-
tribution of fire.)

Before we began to use this fermatinn, (80P} the men were con-
tinously strung out along the trall for a long time while awaiting
assignment of areas. During this time, they were vulnerable to
enemy flank attack., They were alao kept waiting vhile they could
have becn reating or eleaning thelr equirment - a great moral faator
13 involved, slso the physical 2nd mental fastors must be considered.

This wars the 4irficulty encountered when the unit wag using
the oircular perismeter, The reason being that thers was only one
point to vuild from, inctead of the suggested four. This one point
being the forward squad from which the perimeter must extend on
both the right and left flanks,

2. The mast satisfactory platoon Tormatinn on the trail 1s
to havs twn seauts out. They ars follewed by the platoon leadsr.
Next in line is the shook up of three men, then the first squad
lemnder followed by the rest of his squad. Tollowing the first squad
oomes versonnel of Platoon Headquarters, then second, third, and
fourth squads respectively. The Platoon Sergeant usually remains
near the reayr of the Platoon. The Platoon Guide 1s with Platoon
Headquarters Personnel. 9ketoh number two shows the Qispoesition of
the Platoon menmders and the wespons garried by each.

3. If the unit is sdvaneing down a trall and the sgouts sontast
the enemy, the platoon moves into pesitinns shown in sketeh #3. In
this case, the Platoon OGuide direets the vespective squads to their
desination. He merely nointe in the direction they are to go, and
orders the scouts t9 proceed 40 yards then stop., (Distance will vary
in secordanoce with terrain festures and foliage thickness). Wwhen the
seouts halt, the squad will build a wedge on their podtlien.

The Platoon Leader gets an estimate of the situation amd by

the time he returns to the Platoon C.P. with his decision, the Squad
Leaders have sheoked thelr units, eoordinated their lanes, established
their sectors, and are at the plateon C.P. ready to recelve nesessary
information, (Biveuac orlers, vlans for agtion, ete.). This method
i3 quiek and gives the unit a perimeter vrotection within five or

ten minutes after oppesition has been encountered. The Platoon is
thus prepared for a flank or counter-attaek launched by the enemy.

4, 1f the Platoon Leadsr has decided %o use 2 aquad as a
maneuvering fores to hit the enemy flamk, he san take the squad
covering the rear, and oross fire the two flank automatic weapons
to give rear zuaré oretection, He may need a rifleman or two to
;}il the gap, These men can be taken from Flatoon Hesdquarters.

s If the platoon i to be withdrawn from sontaat with the
enemy, or if 1t is te withdrawv in delaying mesion, this can be doRe
by using two squads as a team and leap-frogging the teams backward.

(Sxeteh #S)@ Our eperations proved the enemy would attempt te rlank
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‘Sie pexition was hit, If he flanked as in A%, Sket J:‘

Wy weile wiAbeew #8 and $4. X he flanked as in "B,

2ol ouplle i and #3. If it werve a double suvelopenent meve,

we weedd Sufld wp a 1tme with squad #3 and withiraw the men (by
) baek Shrough the third squad, then rca:;aniaa and

"the sestions BueX as shown in sketeh #5.B, ter squads
#d with the fowrth, would set

withiraw threugh them and that
ap the next digplacement.

8., If the unit had reseived ordsrs to establish a trall dloek,
the eheny should be permitted to advanse to poins "A' (Sketch #6).
The squad femder should be with his B,A.R, team, and plan to use
the element of suprise. The initial burst from the nuﬁau?tic weapon
should Be @ signal for sll men on line C snd D (Sketch #8) to

. Al)l Yungle fighters to whom I have spoken agree that it is
Syploal of the snemy to lawneh a2 counter-attack or flamk moveament,
GEIAElYy as pesasidle sfier they have Been hit, This necescitates
o 811 around security veing quiokly established. In over three

mieths of opereticas dehind enemy lines in Burma, we aleo found
- ¥hat she ensemy wsuld invariably start a flank movement immediately
uwpon rusning into one of our bdlooks,

Por that reason, regardless of whether we are on the offensive
or defensive, the faot remaims that the dispesition of our wnit te
give all around seourity is immedlately essentlal when contaci is

In sase of a unlt larger than a platoon, for example, a company;
the umit eoxwld use the same type of 2 perimeter, have plateen
wedges in plage of squad wedges. This of oourse would require &
meve careful designaticn of fire lanee and disposition of menmn,

Thanking you for your oomsidersticn, I remain ready to assist
in any way possible.

LOGAN &, WESTON, O-170850%1L
et Le., Infantry.
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Tn the Waladum battile, awng Valley, Nerth Bumma, the
following aotions egourred on Mareh 3, 4, and 8, 1944.

My I. and R. (Intelligemss and Reconnaissanse) Platoon was
moving westward on the !unngttng trall, toward our edbjective of
establiehing a road block at Walabum. The rest of the battallon

was adout four fﬁ) hours behind my platoon., The mission wag to cub
the only supply route of the enemy which supplied thelr forces
engaged against the Chinese seversl miles to our north.

We me$ opposition at Legan Ga, and had only driven the sneny
a short distance when the rest of %ha batsalion caught up to us.
The Battalien C.0. ordered another platoon %o go through mine and
take the offensive down the trall toward our objestive. They
grteoa&oa down the eouth side of the river to position at about
A% on sketeh X=2, where they were halted by darkness.

My plateon, after being rellieved, was ordered to oross the
river i protest the right flank of gho column which stayed on
the south trall,

Nightfall of Narch 3 found my platoon dug in at posltlon shown
o Overiay X-1. We met very 11i:%le resistance that day. Morning
of Narsh 4 was very fo and wet., Wp could hear the advance
platoen So our eoutheast, still driving westward, Having slightly
cemmanding ground, being dug in and im a pesition from which we
conld fire both up and down stiream at any enemy attempt to oross,
T Agetded to remain in position untll the rest of the Battalion
payslleled us.

The platoon was ordersd to improve positions. At 0720 om
Nayeh 4. An enemy patrol came down trail #1 amd hit our automatle
wespon eressfire (one auto. weapom on point snd one oR each flark
of gach squad wedge). Ve aceounted for their lead ten men. The
Pass of the hostile unit halted, and Swenty minutes later, made an
attaok at arrov #2. This attack was repulsed with orossfirc from
the right half of Squad #1 amd the left half of Sawad #2. Just
prior to the second attack, Pfg. Peter Leightner of the second
sq@uad was about fifteen yards out im front of his position gathering
maSerials to camouflage his foxhole near the left flank of Squad
#2, A single shot from an enemy rifle hit him in the lower abdomen
and penetrated from left to right side of the body. His teammate
st111 back at the position could net see the enemy. This shows the
importange of team members working yithin five yards of one another.
The wounded man was dragged back ¢ center of the perimeter
where the ald man, working under sever provided Dy a depressien in
:g: ground, administered morphine amd sulfa drugs and them bandaged

The enemy, after deing repulsed at #2 arrow, reorganized and
about thirty minutes later hit us again at #3, About helf an hour
later, they hit us in foroe at #4, |

Ag they continued toc searech for a weak place, they left a thim
line of riflemen in the area of their previous at%ompts.

When th;{ hit us at $4, we sould hear reinforeenents ocoming
ia on trall . They apparertly rlamned to surround us in fores,
then close AR on our perimeter. As the reinforcements arrived, we
witte sudjested to a heavy darrage of mortar fire, A tree purst
frem this shelling sent shrapnel oyt sver the Shird saquad, wounding
Sergeant Lionel Paquette mortally (hesd wound) amd sutting a vein
in the wrist of Pfo. Tom Farren. These men were given iumediate
first ald treatment and placed in covered pesitioms within the

perineter,
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AfSer attask No. 4 wvas ropulsed, we contasted the Battalion
nartar erev by walkie-talkie and zeroed them in at arrow fl.
After sensing there was scourete, we ordered sons fire and dirscted
1t in an are around owr perimeter, traversing to the right. This
relieved the pressure, 2nd lightensd the attack at #3, .

By this time, the forward elements of the Battallon had
reached the objee§1ve at perimeter B on Overlay X1 and we received
arders to withdrav to the south side of the river and foin our unist.

The eneny at arrow #1 and #8 had our south flank covered by
fire, and we were unabdble %o withdraw. ¥e esalled for a2 squad Trom
the Battalion to bulld up a skirmish line on the South bank of the
™MvVver fron vhere they could sover our vithdrawal. ¥Yhile swalting
thelr arrival, we lzprovised 1itters for the two litter patients
and planned our retreat.

After the coveriny force took thelr pesitions, they opened
fire on the enouy aeen 2t arrows #. and #5, and Xept the banks clear
while ny men infiltrated szeress the atrean. Vhen we reached the
far dbank, we reinforced the holding squad there. As our wnit
wWihirew, the enemy frlloved us right through our vacated nerimeter.
s wvithdrawal was made undey cover of nortary smoke, which was not
oompletely deseptive to the foe. The eneny attenpted Se oress the
river on about a 150-yard front, but ran into heavy small awms fire
fron the skirzish line on the south bank, and were repulsed,

The waunded were taken to the Battallion A14 Btation, where they
reteived further treatment,

After ths enemy's attemmpt to hit the Batisllon right fianmk
wAs unsucessaful they withdrew, and we, with mission aecomplished,
e joined the Battallion at perimeter B,

Had Leightner been nore earefwl abosut geing out in rreht of
the perimeter, he any not have bBeen a ¢asualty. WNothing ocould be
done about the Sree buret whish inflieted the other two easualtigs.

sozgoant Paquette hed lest his glasses on the march dowm the
Ledo road seversl weeks hefore, and had beem umadle to have them
wplaced, ¥hille awsy from the plztoon, in an atiempt to get &
refit of glaeses, he 1ozt his helmet. He rejolned the vlatoon

when it wag Jmwoasible to supply him with another Nelum:l, He uay
not have bDeen a casualty o»roviding he bad beem proverly araored.

The helmet definifely saved the lives of 1% least elght men in that
Platoon during numerous angagements. These man, wlth one exception,
were all sa from flat trs jeatsry fire =1 polat Lisnk range.

LOGAE E. #Z3TON
1=t Ls., Infantry o

-
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ACTTON OF INTFLLIGENCE AND RRCONNAISSANCE PLATOON IN BURMA
FROM 24 MARCH UNTIL 28 MARCH 1944

On the morning of 24 Marsh, my platoon left it's bivouas at
Fhpum, and centinued southward to Aushe, then to Manpin. Ve reached
Msnpin at dark en 24 March, and established cur normal perimeter.
At dawn on 25th Mareh after a quick reconnalssance we established
our security as indicated in sketoh #1, accomping this repert. Ve
were dug in and resdy for aoction by 0730. At roximately 1030
the combat team (erange) arrived, and by 1230 I had received orders
to preeeed to Poakum and establish a block there. Our pesitions
were ogoupled by mean of the Orange combat team, and only I & R
platoon advanced to Poakum, We reached our oblective unepposzed,
anpd were dug in and ready for action by 1800 on 25 Mareh,

Boon as we reached Poakum at about 1300, I saw the need of
mortars and mashine gune, so radioced dack to the Orange Combal
Teem for a section of each. These weapons arrived and our block was
completely establiehed by 1700, on Mareh 285th.

About 1900 of the same date, Lt. 3mith arrived with a 23 man
platoon. HRe was enroute to pass us and establish a block on the
¥arong Tatdum trall at Warong., Belng oversome By darkness, he
deoided to spend the evening with me, and oontinue on the next
uarni:g. His men were nlaced arocund the verimeter with ay men, and
we used doudble sentry system that night., Abeout 0715 on 26 March,
Lt. Smith pulled out and advanced to Warong.

At 1040 on 26 Maroh, the enemy soming north on the KXamalng
Heindukawn trail hit ues at Poakum, This was & light force of
estimated platoon strength. They tried 2 flanking infiltration
play, but were soon Adiscoursged, so withdrew back down the Xamaing
trail. At about 1130, one unit hit our defenge at the same place
on the Kamain% trail, and another thruet was made at our west flank
{sketoh 2). Thie attack waz made by unit of comrany stresgth and
laster until 1300. After our mortar fire disrupted their plans,
and evidently caused heavy casualtiesn, they retired down the Kamaing
trail. At 1400 the third attack hit us with & thrust at cur south,
one from the west and one from the east. All hit us at about the
same time, and we eetimated a battallion opposing us. Terrain limited
their maneuvers, and when we realized they were nut to gel us, we
gave them everything we ocould offer. They withdrew the attack at
about 1420 and we began preparing to withdraw up the Warong trall
with hopes of getting past thelr flanking movements before they
completely eurrounded us. All prevarations belng made, we hit the
eneny's conoentration point with heavy mortar fire, then pulled out.
Qur radio was xnocked out of aotion from effects of the first attack,
80 we were unable to contact the Orange Cnmbat team. Ue withdrew
from Poakum st gbout 1520, and a short while later, heard the Nipe
shooting ur owr vagated mrea in an apparent Banzal attack. They may
have been fooled into thinking that we were 2tlll there by the
osoasionzl explesion of the fuased T.N,T. charges e had left and
ignited at time of departure.

We arrived at ¥Warong at about 1800 =2nd coordinated ocur foroes

with Smith's vlatoon. Smith hed 3 {six men) outposts at positions
and on sketoh #5. Ve distributed my men in order

to reinforce his blocks, and ordered them to dig in, The outfit
was setfled for the nigﬁt by 1915. After issuing those orders I
$00k three men on a reconnaigsaned nission. We disgscovered that Smith
had mistaken trail @ (whioh was not marked on mep) for the Aughe-
Tatbum trail, and had plseed his ocutposts at the wrong Junetion.
‘His outpest at wag al&e in wrong loeation, because that trail
led only to a spring, and not to Tatbhum. At 0700 on 27 March, I
had shifted the nen from $o junction and took my men
fronm leaving only Smith's men there) plaain§ then at .
A small vatrol was then sent down the Tatbwum trall. The mortars
were set up to support our bdlocksin al) direetione. The 1izht mashine
gun section was eplit up and each zun osrozeed fire with a B.A.R. team.
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Ixpeoting the snemy $o follow us frem Peakwm, I remained in
Sl area of our block on that trail. At abeut 9720 I dispaleled
a mounted messenger to goptast Nerrill's Hspadquarters now ad lgn,
apd taform them of our setions, and meesd of ammunition. A% 100
the mesaenger returned with infamation that a forae of 100,
followed by 200, followsd by 300 Japs were on the way north in the
Tathum trall, At 1010 my Tatbum palrol returned say :g that they
had sontasted the Japs about a mile out. They obhserved pagk
aninmals with the hostile unit which appeared to be guite large ia
size. Expesting then that my Tatbum block would get hit, I went
%o that area, and ordered Salth %o take over 17 anythiing happensd
an the Poakum twail,

A% 1020 the enemy hit us at our blosk on the Tatbunm trail.
The fTirelight lagted for sbout ten minutes, then the enemy withdrew
a2 shert alstanse, and we oould hear ha organising for an attack.
A% 1088, the Jeps coming up from the Poakmas t¥ail hit our bleek
heret ihua. after a shert fight, alsze withdrew for organmization,
I% was soon digcovered that both enemy forses were spreading out
% & doudls envelopment, ARd trying to infiltrate through ewr
defenses. The enemy continued to werk around pur block feeling
the defense sut until their organised attacks hit us simvltaneously
fyon both the Poskum and Tatbum trails, This attaeck was repulsed
by shout 1500. The enemy still remaingd agtive on our East, Bouth,
Wost and Northwest. Their tacties were strictly infiltration the,
and med in force at any purtiemlar plase. It appeared that by
18580, the right flank of the Poakum fOroe had contagted the left
.,aai of the Tathwm foree, and there wers indtcations of a strong
sffensive Deing prepared to hit us from the %outhwest. A% the
same time, the left flank of the Poakum fores had shifted a large
foree (estimated company) into position slong the North trail
leading to Auche.

Vhen it besame ovident thaf our only route out was Deing ous,
and that the enemy would bypase our block, we issued the order to
withédray wp the Auche trail. Before pulling out of position, we
gave the area to our Zouthwest a barrage of mortar fire, in
anticipation of delaying thelr atiack. ¥e also sovered the area $e
our Northwest with morter and maghine fire, in emdeavoring to slow
up the eneny attempt to out our route of vithdrﬁmnl. Flane were
nede, and ordere were lssued requesting the withdrawal. We divided
the unit into two teams, and Began displaciag teame. Northward
at about 1630. The endPy Xep! hamumering us back by hitting us frem
the south, as we witha Horthward. Ve held with cne Seam wuntil
the hostile astivity om our Yest flank endangered the pesition,
then would withdraw the endangered tesam through the other Sesm
whieh had received suiffiglent time to prepare for their stand., Teans
- displased Hortinvard in the lespfreog tastics until about 1800 at
wilch time contagt with the enemy waz hroken. And we withdrew %o
haghe where wo went into pesition a2 shown in sketeh #é. W
estimated » battalion of snemy hit us from the Tatbum trail, and
about the $me size foriy from Poakwm. Ve later discovered thas
they 41d have some artillery with them. Reaching Auche at about
%g:g o?ng Mareh, we established our security, dut were not molested

night.

On eariy moeming of 28 lareh, the Japs were dlecovered atiempte
ing to fesl out our pesition. They harassed our lines until abowu
ten thirty, then apparant’y withdrew. My small patrol advanced
South sn the Warong trail, and discovered that the Japs had ee~
tablished an outpoat about 800 yards to our south.

At adont 1000, our emergency supply drep of rations and
ammunition reashed us and was intersepted at Auche. Reasdquarters
at ¥hpum was metifled that we were in positien at Auche and were
usking our last etand there. We asked for.help to be sent as soon

as possidle. KeS TRIC IFD |
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The enemy gave us little troudle that day, but we antioipated
a2 heavy attack would hit us. Only ocoasional skirmsishes took
plaes Ddetween ¢lashing patrols throughout the day. About 1800 of
28 Marsh, L%. Wilgon m A Battalion remched us with his platoon,
and we reinforeed ocur perimeter for the night. B and ¢ Battalions
reached us adout 1830, nassed through nur defense.

At daybreak 29 March, Wilson extended our verimeter farther
south by placing hie platoon along the Wareng trall. About 0730,
the eneny begm to pound nur bYleeck with artiliery, fired from the
vieinity of Warong, BEnemy hit us from after with his ;lnrmtrﬁ
améd we Immedintely received ormiers to delay action up the tra
leading Nerthward to Nhpum.

My plateor was composed of 82 men for this entirse aotion.
We had gixteen weapons men attached, making a total of 48 m::{
then when we joined Smith at Wareng, the ocombired forves %o gﬁ
91 men. Ve had no easuslties, {exsent minor wounds on aninmale
but enemy losses wers quite severe. It was impossible o comnt
thelir lostes, due to the retropgrade tyne of sation we fought.
About 75% of our mortar fire was definitely effective, all emall
apmy Tire was made t- count. WYe used up sapnroximately two unita of
fire in thie motion.

; After evasuating Aushe, we withdrew up the Nhpum trail, and
finally passed through ® Battalion.

Notes 1in my letter 23 Ootober 1944 on the subject *Aecommended
Tagtieal Formation For Small Units,” will infomm yeu about the
agtion that took place for the next two weeks.

By order of the Aggistant Gommandant?

PHILIP H. KPON,
Colonel, Infantry,
Seeretary.



B Battslion, being completely surrounded at Nhpum, called foy
help., Om 1 April 1944, § Battalion at airstyip (see Area "O¥ of
Overlay X%-3) received orders to drive couth sn the Napwm trail and
release B Battalion. that time, the enemy had organized his
pesitions along the treil clear to the north end of contour lines
on enlargement of Ares C of Overlay X.3.

On the morning of April 3, the Intelligence and Resonnalsasnce
gtatooa was ordered to spearhead the drive. The Srail had to opened
use it was the only pessidle mute of withdrawal for B Battalien.

Beginning at the 150-ft. contour line, my platoon advanced
through the leading elementg, and by using our two wedges abreast
we pushed to the pesition shown at arrew, April 3rd. In this actien
we shuttled squad wedges forward about fifteen yards at 2 time and
warked ferward by fire and movement. Ve reinforeed the asgault
sgualds with the Tourth squad and Rept She third squad in position
to guard our right rear, also to a8% as a reserve. The rest of
the Battalion was strung out on the trail and kept right up to omy
platoon, thus protecting the rear and left rear.

By evening of April 4 we had advanced to position at arrow
showing said date. enemy were dug in on both sides of the
trail with heavy weapons, They ne¥Wer extended over sixty yards %o
either flank, so by using this formation, my platoon was agzz‘{e
deliver erossfire on their installations. The hostile fire Qelivered
:fzgﬂ from the enemy flanks was oonsidered minor and essily dlspensed

The enemy had high commanding ground to our lmmediate front,
apd were well Aug in. Ve attempted to soften them up by use of
avsillcrg and moysar fire; also, with air suppert. Ytvery time the
barrage lifted, the two assault squads would attempt to gain ground
oaly to be driven bagk to the previeus position. In seven attempts
made that day, T lest three men wounded and one killed. The wounded,
Pfo's Lappier and Avery, were both Browning autematic riflemen.

They both repeived hits in the left shoulder from enemy sniper fire.
- Avery was hit while attemnting %o dig in hefore the unit was Adrivea

hagk to the 014 positions, and Lappier diasclesed his posltion when
he fired a8t an enemy mschine gun nest. HNelther of these sasualties
eould he avoided as the enemy were so high above ue. Aleo in this
astion, Corporal Gomes (Platoon Ald man) recelved a head wound frea
a mortar tree burst, He waer way bagk behind the front lines by
Fifty yarde when it., Wis helmet saved him from certain death,
theugh his skhull was severly fractured.

Pfe Carrigan wae killed when he advanced to about six yawds
from a well camouflaged hostile maghine gun empladsement. .8 death
wag aleo probadbly umsveldadle. He might have been more observant,
but later investigatien vroved that the position could not be
detected until one advanced $o a line parallel with the enemy guR.
There also is the poasiblliity that he was overconfident in the effeets
of the mortar barrage and bessme oareless in using what little greund
cover the terrain offered.

The day of April 6 was without gain of terrain. Early morning
of April 6, we 1aid a relling barrage on the snemy starting it about
thirty yaxds in fremt of our squad points. As the barrage rolled
back, we advaneed oclese behind it in mepning up operations, amd
thus suaoeeded in seguring the enemy pesitions on the bhigh knell.
The enemy attempted to return after the barrage, but were net by
fire coming from our men who had oeeuvied their foxheles.

RESTRICTED
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On April 7, we again were halted by reinforoed cnemy fire. The
Serrain here afforded possidility of a flunk movement se0 we rolled
our platoon as deserided in Annex "AV,

By evening of April 7 we were in position as shown by arrow
marked szme date on enlargesent of Area C, Overlay X~3. Y¥Ye were
relieved here by another platsosn on the merning of April 8. During
onr five a:zc of offensive combat a steep mountain trall, the
platoon lost four men against an estimated company of eneny forces
Eilled. The ether plateons whioh used the old styaight skirmish
line on their four :;{s of spearhead fighting, lost adout thirteen
aen killed and seve wounded. They met the sane opposition as
we d1d, over the same type of terraln, and advanced y fire and
HevVement. All of their drive was fyoatal, hewever, where owr
fomation gave us the benefit of as much flanking fire A8 possidble.

My platoon had gained two of the four miles of trail which we
Rad to tako im order $o reach our ohjestive. Ve required five days
%o take what the other unit had recovered in four. We 414 so, howe
evar, At a loes of consideradly less men. '

luurt for mumerous meeting sngagemente and minor skimmishes,

this terminates the actions of the platoon in the Mogawn and
RARg Yalleys of North Burma. Later, the outfit used the same

kind »T tactics down the Myitkyins Valley with similar results.

The engagements mentioned reveal how satisfactory the
regennended formation of the platoon is im a)l kisds of Jungle
warfars, in all xinds of terrain, under all conditions. Ws have
showed dofensive, offensive, delaying action, $rail Wlecks, sad
bivours sesurity plus the all-lmportant mcthod of giving quiek
sllearound sesurity when contaet is made.

LOGAN K. WESTON
1st L$., Intantey

RESTRICTED
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