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XTKTANTR 50OOL
Office of the Assistant OemmanAant

The follewing articles were submitted by Captain Logan 3.WeetonR now an instruater at TIS. Xe served with Men 's
oaaders in the OBT theater and oommanded the I and R Platoon of

ewe of the regiments. His oxperienees are passed on to Instruotore
at TIS beeause of the valuable Infomation contained in these
aftlee. Ohiefs of eection are requested to give thle memorandum

IWAWaUARTrS SITNflAXNIG WflGIXEVT
nfantry Refplaemenn ?mtniag Centertort te~lellam, Alabama

03 October 1944
SVRtCTs Reeomented Tactical fomations for Small Units in

JuIle tartan

TO 7wS t. AG.?O.., Amy tar College
(A W~owto e nel bu")

Since being assigned to an Infantry Replaement Unit, I have
esnolud ed that although we have tdeal training for front line and
open terrain fighting# we are giving raotieally no instruction tothe Junwle soldier. Z have yet to observe my first diemonstration
of toastles that will work in the Jungle. Ray I suggest that a traini
ta film be *predueed? Others have thought of this idea, I know,
but what is being done about It, or even sand rtable exe*eies?

A film on this tople could ahow tatls In operation that have
proven themselves to be sueoesful. It could show the cause and
p"Ventative for easualities, t reatment for the patient, living off
the land, etc.

Wie have the best rilghting men and equipmentl in the worl.d. Weare in position now to arm these men with the beneft of past e x-perience. Our TWI Camps have sufficet! members of Jungle combat
vets that could be used for demonstratting units, or for films pro-d uction purpses. All of these mten have ideas that they have seen
worked cut sucoessfully in eecmbatg

toflowing, you will fit s ome sketfles and remarks of my own
that wore discussed wth you when I visited rour office about a
month ago. Inclosed also, are s few gloeanings from Capt. !Ieinmiller's
e#erieaoe in jungle combat in 1the South West Pacific Area. Capt.Jaaee Hopkins who reeently returned with me from North Burma, and
who was re-assigned through Camp Neads, Rd, would also be delighted
to eontrbut*e from a medieal point of vlow.

S n Inte uoing these tes*ted suggestions to you, I shall leavnthe basic of the suggestions speak for thenselves. In twenty-three
battles and skimishe, my platoon lost flree. men killed and four
vomited. It was aeredted with a kaovi two hun4ed fifty four(24) and. a probable additional four hundred sixty (460) members
of enemy forces killed. the number of enemy wounded could not beest imated.

1. ktoteh tamber I shows the SOP (Standing Operaing Pneedure)
of the *platoon formation in bivousi This was our ezeiuslte fo r,nation at camp, In trail blocks, or in any situation requiring 11
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annA seewt. fl warts ery satisfaotory for uits tn tM
size of a platoon on up. Our platoon oonsisted of four squads, but
on numerous soseasons, w# also used the throe squad fouaties shova
Im Sketch number 14. Ptvle maller than a platoon in ewse Oan
hide out rather than attempt to establish seeurity by 4efnsiVe
ue~fls.

Tb unit moving single tile down a jungle apl rill arh
direcly Into 8.0.P. ofewation vhioh r*esults in the troops getting
wore rest and tme for eare of pe ron and equipment. It also plae
eaeh individual In positin to .LtnJ S nt Z4IflI m any direetton.
Finally, It sesur.s the unit per and of oross fire
rm both autovatic weapons and riflemen. (See sketch #1 for die-
tributton of fin.)

Pefore we began to use this formation, (SOP) the men wert oon-
tinously strung out along the tal for a long time while awaiting
assinent of areas. During this time, #they were vulnerable to
enemy flank attack. They were alo kept waiting flle they eould
have been rettng or eleaning their equipment great more fasteo
is involved, ilso the physical and mental f otore must be considered.

T his sac the *difficulty enountered when the unitv as ising
the circular prleter. The oeason being that there was only one
point to build frs, instead of the susgeste fnx. This erie point
being the ftor rd quad from vinh the perimeter must extend en
both the right and left flanks.

t. The Nest satisfa oY platoon formation on the trait is
to have two secuts out*. They are follewed by the platoon leader.
Next in line is the shok group of three met, then the oirs squat
leader felloved by the rest of his squad. Pflnwing the first squat
eomes. eaennel of Platoon Headquarteore, then seeond, third, and
feurth squds respectively. The Platoon Sergeant ausuallyreins
nar the rear of the Platoon. The Platoon ftide t with Platoon
Readqaarters Personnel. Sketch ntber two shows he 41ispetion of
the Platoon membes aAd the wea vps med by each.

8. If 'he unitt s advansting devn a %il aM the couts eontact
the enesy, he platoon ove Into peostions shown in sketeh #3. Ia
this ase, t* he Platoon 4kide direots the reseetive squats to their
deeination. He nerely "we in the dlection they are to go-, ead
orers the scounts to p oeed 40 yars then stop. (Distance ill vary
in seerdance vth lo-rin festuns and foliage thiskness). When the
scouts halt, the sqad will build a wedge ont their- poflia.

The Platoon Leader gets an estimate of the situation ami. by
the time he rveturnsto the. Platoon 0.?. with his decision, the Squad
Leadhers have checked their unite, ooord!'n~ted t:heir lanes, established
their sectors, and ar e at the platoeon C."'. ready to recei ve neeessary
information. (Bivouac orders, iflans for action, ete. ). This method
is quteok and gives the unit a perimeter pratest~rn wit~hin five or
ten mntues after opposti;on has been encountered. The Platoon is
thus prepared for a flank or counter-at tack launched by the enemy.

&. It the Patoon Leader has teeided t use a squad as a
maneuvering fone to hlt the enemy ftank, he can take the squad
covering the rear, and cross fire the tvo flank automatic weapoas
to aive rear guard oreteetion# Be Nay need a Afleman or two t

Sp, These men an be taken from Platoon Headquarters.

e I f the platoon is to be w itrawn from ontact with the
eaeiy,or if it is to withdraw In dolaying aettn, this can be Gene
by using twoe squsds as a team and leaopfrogging the tears backward.
(Sketch #') Our epe*rtions proved the enemy vould attemt to flask
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tuinrwn ee)ObuUs-.he tird squsat, thenrow ise*t

bit tbi he 0.0.?,t . then the tbird squa zozl4
tg rough tho and thtt Iwith the fourth, would setup the next tisp ,aeeamtt.,

8. the ti ha t nnived ernre to establish & tz a tl beek,
thed.sy iOwlbe emit toto alaet pointk 'A f(skt oeen).

. squa4 ,w ifte thrh his 119A .R. ,team#aMeparto use
the f i a efn supries. be ini tial Mn frthe atnr toveapa

sh14l bMt sigAl tow afalmetonIne o0 aMd D (Sttki#6) to

l UI. fighters towho*aW Zhaespoken agr e tha t Is
*~4 .ote e neemy to lawseh agowst*.6a tak or flant movemet,

a.0 pesebie after they hay, bees hit., Thi e 9ssitto
:around security betag quickly established. tn over three

th f operetioui behind enemy Its.$ In Burma, we a110 foundthal t e nemy nuU ~dinvartabiy start a flank moviment immetil
u AA.a * one of our bieks.,

fter *a.Oat reason, regarless of wether ve are ea the offensive
w (*ftns, *tho faot r eins that the dispoition of er unit to
4te . anou eurity is imediately eesential when oontaot Is

I Qse of a uit larger than a platoon, for example, a #oapasW
te at *ouA use the sao ty of a perimeter, have platen
wp La taoe of squat wedso This of eourse would requare *a
nwe .ea rofual stsnatten of fire lanes ad dispepstion of sea.

basking you for your oenvidention, I rmain ready to assit
Is any soy peossible.

LOU%# SX* T$Ow,17Qm-llO~
iet Lt., Inatat,
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a the Wiabum, batte, Yalley# Wor th Risev ts e
fulloving aetias *snrn on W a oM 3, 4,ant d 1944.

MY . and I. (ltelligenee and Reconaissaee) Platoon was
MoVln vustward on the U waku trail, towa our objeotive of
*stalishing a sad block at Walabus. The rest of the battalion
was about four1 (4) hours be hind my platoon. The mission was to oeut
the only spiy route of the enemy which supplied thelr foroes
engaged against the Chinese several miles to our north.

We met opposition at Logan Ga and had only driven sthe enemy
a short distance vhen the rest of the battalton caught up to us.
the Saltalien 0.0. ordered another platoon to o through mne and
t the offenaive down the trm ) o1wrd ourebjestive. They

preeeded dews the ou#th tid of the oriver to position at about
'A M sketseh *-t, where they were halted by darkness.

My atoon, after beins nliet was orde id to oress the
river X teet the right flank of the oelumn thch stand on
the south trail.

WKtfall of Naroh 3 feud my platoon dug In at position sh wa
e ve~ay 14. We met very little ressta*fo that day. y Mormng

of naoh 4 was very feg ant vet. We could beer the advanee
patosto ou soutbheast, still driving westvard. rNavn .lightly
em ndiagrout, being dug in and in a pesitia from whiah we
et fire bth up and dona stream at any enemy attempt to aross,
1 4.i A4 to remain in position uati the rest of the Battalion
parallel ed nus.

The platoon was ordeod to lmupove positiens. At 720 on
breb 4. An enemy patrol same down tfl # and hit our autostic
w p aerosfires (o. auto. reason on point and one on each flank

o~eah squd wedge). We aeeewated hr their lead ten ma. The
flit of the hostile unit haled, at twenty manutes laterm ade an
attck at aro w ft. This attaek was repulsed with crosefre frot
the uijht halt @f Squad #t at the left halfof Squad ft. Just
p tero the seeondattack, Pc. Peteor Leightner of the second
1d was about fifteen yards out In 1ront of his position gathering
aterials to camouflage his foxhole near the left flank of Squat
#2, A single shot from an enemy rifle hit 3dm in the lover abdomen
ind -enetrated from le ft to right Ade of the bd3y. His teammate
%iU back at the psitlon could net see the oneay. This shows tho

imortane of team sambers estiLng five yards of one another.The woune nan was drgged back to- c-enter of' the perimeterP
whene the *1i4 man, workin under seer providd byF a depr-ession 1*t

The easy, aft~er being repulsed at+ #2 arrow, reorganiz~ed and
about thirty minutes laterP hitl us again at #&, About halt' an hour
later, they MAt us in fore at #4,

As they ost~imued to search for a weak place they l eft a thin
line of riflemen in the area of their prenious attempts.

When they hit us at 4, we oould hear reinfereements oaing
in on trail #1. They apprertly r eaand to surround us in foroe,
then close 19kon our perimeter. As the reinforsements arriveo we
u~ sub joeted to a havy barrage of mortar ftn. A tree br
tt this ehofiag seat ebrepael . t ever te third squaod, woaUnL
S eoant Lionel Paquette merarfly (hst wound) at outting a re in
in the wrist et fPc. Toa arren. Those men wre gives g i mediate
first aid tAwetment and plaeed In covered p esitias vthin the
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Aftr attaek *Do 4 was ropulsed, we conta4ted the Batt2on
ertar rew by n-kleflw* e eM s ef then in at ar w IL.

After easing there was aennte, we ere4 e sos sfle ant direted
It IsMa an roudo erm ter, tavrsin hergt.Ti
r1eieved the pressure, sa. lightened the attack .t #514

'By this time 'he florard elements of the Battalion had
reached the objeotive at perater U n Overla y J-l and we reeeiret
ordere to withdev to the south side *othe river and Join our unit.

The enemy at arrow #1 and #5 had our south flank covered by
fire anO we were usable to vithde .Vs ealled for a squad from
the fattalion to build up a skirmish line on the south bank of the
river from where they could sever our rith iraval. While awaiting
thtlr arvals we iprovised 11tters for the w1o litter patients
eat planned ur retreat.

.Aft er Qhe eov*riL fore took their e itlons, they opened
fire ON tb#e enet at arro #a.^ant #,and ke P the banks clear
mhile my men inf1ltrated wes*ss the stream. When w,e rehed the
tr bank, we retnforoed the holding squad there.As our ut
vth ww, the enemy follove ds right throag our vaoted p erimter.
Th wifthtewsl was mate inerm rever of mrta meke, which was not

upetely deeptive to theete.t eanmy attmpted t 4. the
r*Wtr o au t aO.15yard tet, but ran Into beavy sAll axS tire

the skirish line on the south bank, and weo repuse4v.

The vned were taken to thq ttsl n. Aid Statlin, vhere they
nnVed trther treatment.

After the enemy's att*empt to hit th att liow right flank
fl nnousa ssul they withdrew, and we, vith mission aeoomplised,
rejoined the ottallon at perimeter U.

NM Leightner been t .trj e areful about ging oat In front of
the Perimeter, he ay not have been a eaaualty. Nothing eoEUld be
done abouthe% fte, burst wie nflieted the other two efualties.

Se 9ost ; ,Vqette ha4 lost his asse*s on athe march own the
Se veral woks before, o tw d bsoa snable to have them

W * 004. Whit away from the plateona In as &ttenmpt to got N
of gl*ases, he lest his helmet. le rejolned the platoon

when It was Imossibe to supp"ly him with another helaet. We way
not htne beon m esualty roflAing he had been pro-prly araored.Th elmet definitely saved the itve. ot t least et~ht men in that
latoon during numerous enga gene. These sea, 4th one exception,
were all saved from flht twaject:ory fire t poiftt bhrnr range.
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AOTTOW 07 INTLTqWNO AND OONNAISSAN Ct PLATOON IN BIJIA
tOM 24 MABX UNtIL 28 MARCH 1944

On the morning of 24 Xarsh, my platoon lef it s 1Abiv#a at
bpua and continued southward to Aneh, then to Manpin. We reached

VaipIn at dark on 24 March, and established our anal perimeter.
At dawn on 20th Mareh after a quitk reconnalssance we establishA&
our security as indioated in sketoh #1, acoomping this report. We
nre dug In and ready for action by 0730. At approrimately 1030PQe rteot od
the combat team (orange) arrived, and by 1230 C had received ortei
to proeed to Poakum and establish a block ther. Our positions
nere ted b mean of the Orange combat team, and only I & R
platoon earmnoel t Poaktum. We reached our objective unopposed,
And. were dug in sa read.y for action by 1800 on 25 March.

Boon as we reached Poakum at about 1300, 1 saw the need of
iwrtari sid machine gtun, so radioed back to the Orange Combat
Teas for a section of eaoh. These weapons arrived and our block was
completely establiehed by 1700, on March 25th.

About 1900 of the same date, Lt. Smith arrived with a 23 man
platoon. We was enroute to pass us and establish a block on the
Warong tatbm trail at Warong. Ieing overcome bY darkness, he
4ee*tsd to spend the eventng with me, and ooatine on the next
uonin . is men were oslaed around the rerimeter with sy men, and
w Ue d ouble sentry system that night. About 0715 on 28March,
J6t. Smith pulled out and advaned to Warong.

At 1040 on 25 March, the enemy coming north on the Kaalng
tndkawn trail hit us at Poakus. th s vas a light force of

estimated platoon strength. They tried a flanking Infiltration
plaj, but were soon disoaaed, so withdrew back down the Easing
trail. At about 1130, one unit hit our defense at the same place
on the tasting trail, and another thrust was made at our west flank
(sketeh 2). This attack was made by unit of eomany strength and
laster until 1300. After our mortar fire disrupted their plas,
an evitdently caused heavy oas alties, they retired down the Kanting
trail. At 1400 the third attack hit us with a thrust at our south,
cne from the west and one from the east. All hit us at about the
Bate time, and we estimated a battalion opposing us. Terrain limited
their maneuvers, and when we realized they were out to get us# we
gave them everything we could offer. They withdrew the attaok at
about 1420 and we began preparing to withdraw up the Warong trail
vith hopes of getting past their flankinl movements before theycompletely surrouded us. Afl pre'naatilorw being made, we hit the
enemy's contoentratiow point wit;h heavy mortar fire, then r uled out.
Our radio was knocked out of action from effects of the first attack,
so we were unable to contact the Orang e Combat team. We wit)Alrew
from Peak at about 1520, arid a short thile later, heard the Nips
sheeting ur our vac~ated area in an apparent Bansal attack. They¥ may
have been feooled into thinking that we were still there by the
peoasional explosion of the fused T.N.T. char ges ,;e ha6 left and
ignited at .time of derrature,

We arrived at Wanng at about ]800 nd oordinated our fores
with Smith's riatoon. Smith had 3 (six men) outposts at positions

and on sketoh #3. We distributed my men in order
to reinforoc hi. bloeks and rdertthem. to dig in, The outfit
was settled for the nith by 1915. After issuing those orders I
took three men on a reconnalisaaeIt mission. We discovered that kmith
Wad mistaken trail0 (whlih was not marked on mp) for the Anche-
Tatbm trail, and had placed his outots at the wrong Junction.
its outpost at was ale in wrong looatictu, because that trail
led onlyx.to a spring, and not to atbum. At 0700 on 27 March, I
Mad shifted t x men fro" to Jnetion and took my men
from (letting only Smitht s m-en 'there) nlsoi ng the at

A small atnl lwas then sent-down the Tatbus trail. The. mortars
vere set up to suport our blooin all, diretionse. The light maehine
gun section was split up and-each gun ressed fire with a EA.R. teas.
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tzpnting the enamy to follow us twNakusre mate& in
tb area of our bloao a that Sra . At abt 073 1 JispaMtoe
a tlttd messenger to couttt Rerrfls Raatqnters now at

aS ~ ~ a Atrthnof our *%aetis# ian of mauzitl.,.a1
temessenger returned with lnfrration that a fore of Vo0,
NUewd by 200, tollovw by 300 lapserveo o theUwaynorth Inth
Tatbum trail. At 1010 my Tatbum patrol returned saztj 21at th ey
bat soameted the Japs about a ml e out. Thy obuerve paf
animals with the hostile unit whioh appeared to be qulte lare $A
else. tieting then thaot my Tatum hise vould get hJ, I tn
to that areas, and ordered $ih to ta~e over if anythinig happenhd
n the Poskum trail.

At 1020 %he enemy bit a at our b1nk ow the tatbom trai.
The firelisht lasted for about en miaautes# then othe enemy wit rw
a Swt 4dans., at mee heariiorur sisas for an att&a.
At 102$ he Jap s coiAag up frm theNank traithil; our bleak
! ngm 6ba# after a short tight, sn dlr for orgaasatioa.
ZI vae soon dloovered that boh enemy fores were spreading out

An a toVol ese os, t ryla" g toinf irtethrough ew
4.tnsne. Th. enescoutinuet to wit anuand our block feAlUtoase ut until thei r orauset attats t us ei ttasasly
xM boh tohe Poakun and TatibUm ta ils, This ttaek was repulsed
b7 O 1 00. The ewesu l a a*Uv o net an derthwset. Theti tat tl ata outho,
at t4in fes, a say pearfetar pae ItU appeare that br
150 the right flank of the Peakus f~rce had ontacted the left

of the Tat to., at there w roiW satinU sof a stoag
ttWsI've being prepared to htit us from the outhveet. At the

osfme tme, thbe ,lef fnk o the Poakum trere bat shifted a large
r*ee estimated oopny) into position along the North trafli
)sn&gsto AMse.

When it heowe evident tha our osly route out was being eu,
and that the enemy would bypase our block, we issued the order to
wtt~nav us the Mueh trail. Refere pulling out of positaon, we
gave the area to our Jouthwest a barrage of mortar fire, in
antietpatio ef delaying their attes. We also eave"d the *ara to
our forthwest with ortsr and machine fire in uadeavoring to slow
up the enemy attempt to eat our nete of wl t: rml. flaw were
ate, and orders were Issued requestling the withdrawal. Woe tivide
the unI Into two tes. ad begandisplatag teams. Norhur%
at about1 0,0. The ntkept hamering us back by hitting us from
the southy aewe Aertwart. We held with one teamunvtilthp hosti e activiy on our W est flank endangered the p:sition,
then would withdrw te ewd~ang~ere tem through the ~eam
which had reeived suffietent time to prepare for their stan. ?eaS
UhL plated Ievthvat is the leaping taatios until about 1800 at
tia1 nm, ontiet itl the nay ns broken. AnI we withfrew to
tush hor e wi went late peuitlow - uitowa in sketch #4.W
estimated ! .batalion of enemy ht .us from the Tatbu trafl, and

they did have some artiflery with then. eohing Atoh. at about
1,00 on 27 Natih we estblished our security, but were not mtolested
that night.

On early morning of 8 M arch, the Saps were discovered ate
lug t. feel. ou our position. they harassed our lines until about
ten thirty, then apD*rntty withdrew. My small patrol advaed
South em the Wrong t3al, and disovered that lthe Jape hat ew-
tablithod ann outpost about SOO yarde to our south.

At -about 1000, our emergency supply drop of rations and,
mmmualionabeo us ad wes tntersepted at Aehe. Reaquat*e s
at uu was Mtitie thatWe re *In position atoMUa* aid were
makg 10u st stan there. We asket forfheWto be sent as seen

s poail. TRIC TED



n Tle 0W37T. gave us little trouble that Lay, bat We nt&tpsatet
a heavy attack wuld hit 's. Only occaeonal skirmishes took
plaon between slainghl trls thnwgnt the dy. About U00 of
U8 bnAah, Lt. ls% t h Altaios rechedL us with his ! tatooa,
and we reisfoeed oar perimeter for the aiht. U and Q Ba an
v*ashed us about 1930, M pase through our efense.

At dybr^eak 2" Mareh, Vitlon extended our prmeter farther
south by placing his platoon alo the Warongtrail. About 0730,
the enemy beon to wound our 1 ek- idth artillery# tired from the
vicinity oflar, ney U hit us frm after with his InluYs
man vs immetiately reeeived odlere to delay action up the trail
leading Northwar4 to Nhpu.

My plaonvaacoposed of ft sen for Shis entire aetion.
We hat sixteen weapons men attached, making a total of 88 men
t~hm when we joined Smith at Wae"i.nb, theeombia foeste
ft men. 'e had no esalttes, (exee-t minor wounvs on animals)
but o1 e7 losses were quite sev . It was impossible to nt
their losses, due to the retr*ogwade ty'De of ation we ropx.
SAu t5% ef our mortar fire was defint1ely effeettve, 4M small
*as tire was made Vl eount. Ye used, up atrrrozmately unit tof
fire Irs this aetion.

After evaeuating Auhe, wewi thdrew up 'thef t.ral ,ad
finally Passed throughA R !attali~m.

Note. in my letter 23 Oatobear 1944 on the subject 'ieoo ended
TtefOal Fomation For Small Units,' will infoin you about the
aetion that took p1 Ace for the next tw weeks.

By order of the Aessetant Goeudants

PULXP E. irn,

Qolonel, Tfantry,
Snta.
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MtflLa~bs
S altiliao being eqietey su wte at net" for

kehdp. On. I1 Ard 1944, 4 SatalItnA aht airrp (see Ann 0' #1
Wnay 24) resnea erder to drive outh aR the Rhp tral ant
release Sattalio I. Dy that time, the enemy had organlsedtIts
positions along the tnfl f1ear to the north end of eontoar lines
on enjargemant of Area 0 of @veYlay X-.

On the uerani of Alpr1l3, the Intelligenee and Re*ennaissn*e
flateonwasortr to spearhead the drive. The trafl had topee

Wsean it was tho only possible ute of withdramal for B Batton.

Beginning at the 150-ft. oontour line my platoon advanced
through the leading elemenlta t by using o ur two wedes abreast
ve twhed to the osition shown at anApril&C &. xt this nenwe shuttled s q A wdgs f ad abut fiften yards at a time ant

worked forward by fire anid movement. V. reinforlted the assa4t
soads ith the wft siS ant kep* the third squad In position
to paart our rixht rear, also to sot as a reserve. The rest of
the Battalion was streag out on tho ail and kept right up to our
platoon, thus reeing the rear and left r*ear.

By eveni ef A pri 4 we had advanced to post Ica at arrow
shoving said date. Theenemy were dug I an both sides of the
trail t heavy veapaons. They n ? exoenodl ver sixty yait to
ethe-r flank, is by using this for'ation, my platoon was ablto.
deliver ernsfireon their tustallations. ?e hostile f treflvere
on us frqm the enemy flanks was onsuidered minor and easily dspesAed
with.

The enemy had high commanding pound to our Imamedtat . nt,
apd .were well dug in. o e attempted to soften then up by use of
artillerw and mortar fire; also, with air supper. tvery t me the
ba"rage lift.d, the ,two assault sqwds would atempu t gain growad
osly to be driven bask to the previous position. * seven attempla
made that day, lest three men wourAed and one killed. Tho nuldted,
Pft's Lapleor art Avery, were both D owning autoatle riflemen.
They beth neetved hit s in the left shoulder from enemy sniper fire.
Avery was hit while attemoting to dig in bofore the unit was drivea
bazk to the a14 positiong, and lAppier diselosed his position when
he fired at an enemy maehine e asst. Nelther of 4hese easalmtes
could be avoided as the enemy were so high above us. Also in this
astion, Corporal Gomes (Platoon AA man) received a head wounmd t
a mortar tnee bu"t. R# was way baek behind the front lines by
fifty yards when hit. I helmet aved him from cert an death,though his etti wase severly faeutede.

Pto Carrigan was killed when he advanced to about six yrd
ffroem a well eameuflaged hoestile machine gun emplaoement. fits death
nas also probably umasveidable. He might have been more obervant,
but later iavestigatiea oved that the postion could not be
d etected until .me advaneed to a imne parallel with the enemy gum.
t here also is. the posibility that he was overconfident in th effeets
of the mortar barrage an& bee'se eanie.. in using what little gnsuS
cover the terrin offend .

Tho day eo April 0 was without gain of terrain. Early morning
Of April 4, we laid ae lling bar,; on the enem starting It about
trty yards in front of our squad points. As the barrage rolled

back, we advaeed 4os behind it in mopning up operations, at
tks sueeted in ur ing the enemy positicne on the high k .
The enemy atmpted to r t*ur after the barrage, but were meot by
fire comr from our men who had eounied their foxholes.

RESTRICTED
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Os APri 7, we agsa we r hal ted by rotafoed enemy fiae. .
tnea here af t possiblut yt of a l svane e tl*&e
our platoon as deweribet ix isAnm R".

By evenin of April 7 vs wre in position as shown by aTrW
aa4t same cat on nla0e0sast of Area 0, 0Oor.aq 4X y were
relieved here *y another platon on the morning of April 8. During
eur five Lay. ofofftIv*e .a*upaIsteepmoutAntaf0 tieplatoon lost four men against an egt:ated eompany of enemy foren
hilleL *The other platens whiok used the 41d freight sflniuhline their four Lays of spearhead fighting, lost about thirteA
sa 4ld ad sa erfl wteod. theyr met the sane epposLe t asVe dI over the easeltyle Oftran, and ad-Vanoedhyfire-an
M#VAelltt AU o1 thei wie was foMtel hewever, where our
formation gave us the benefit ofi as uah flanking fire as possible.

Ny platoon hat gained two of the fionr miles of trail vh4h weI bn takeS i otr to oah ou objeflive. We requiret flve ay sto take what the other unit had reoavor In four. We Aid so,hew.few, at a lee of oesienbly iess man.

h. Ezeent Nw nurmerousanti 1~O " tae oute ad minor ai i. ,
thi ,,tl *t8e# the aetions of the patoon in the Magauna

mlsy. of wbrtbhBurma, later1 theoutfit vStA the ntaotics down the yuitlna Valley with similar reevi .

'Th engagemenlts mentionet reveal how satisfai ory the
fen1 nte of the steex As all k s of mu o

wrfln, in all kinds of Uer atn, eader all onitions. We have

bi sa, * eourt.y plus the all-aportant method of giving quiek
at snty wha eeataet Is sate.

L a z. wsOW
lot I.tat ntrty
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