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READWLITENS X COIS
4r0 909 US AhuY

4 REINFOLCED 1EGIMENT OPBRATING &5 & TWSK FORCE

1. Tactical Principles Emphasizeds Coiibat wiits in con-

tact with the eneuy must be prepared at all times o pass from
the offensive phase into the exploitation phase, Exploitation

is not only the natursl culnination of a successful oifensive
action, but also nay be the imuediate result of counteroffen-
sive action following a suceessful defensive action in which the
organization of enemy forces has been shattered, Tais latter
situation occurred late in May 1951 in the X Corps sector, when
our defending troops, having grudglngly g:'.{ren up ground in a
stubbom delaying action, had finally exacted sﬁch a toll of
life from the attacking units that counteroffensive wes initiated
to take advantage of the eneay!s disorgenizaiion, Coincident yﬂ.th
this offensive, a reinforeed infantry reginent vies organized as

a task force to advance rapidly along the UMYANG-NI - INJE -
KiNSONG exis to scize and secure KANSONG a8 a port for supply

AR PR

and cut off any cneny elenents south 'bhereof. (ap #1)e The
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roud over which the Tesk Foree was to operate winds through one
of the most mountainous arees in Fast-Central Koxcas It follows
narrow river valleys for most of its course and includss several
tortuous mountain passes, The operations of this foree, desige
nated Task Force Bzker, have been studied to ®zecod the outstend=
ing lessons lcarmed,

2, Ihe Task Force: Task Force Deker, coriianded by a
general officer, was organized by attaciing to an infentry RCT:
One tank battalion, one company of coirbet engineers, a battelion
of amored ficld artillery, a navel gunfire liaison teaa, two
transportation truck compa:xieé, end g signal detachment, 11
of these attachients were an addition to those wliieh nomally
operate with an KOT, This ask force wes assenlled and orgenized

in the vicinity of UMYING=NI, DT2105, 25 hMay 51. (lap #1).
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3« The AdVgg_og 1o the River: The mission of securing a
bridgehead across the SOYANG River from which the task force could

launch its attack was assigned to_snother force, To accomplish
this mission, a small task force consisting of an infantry bat-
talion, two companies of tenks, four sections of AA artdllery, a
company of engineers and a battery 91‘ artillery was formed, This
force wes scheduled to move repidly from HANGYE at 1300 hours on
2/ May but was slow in getting orgsnized, and the actual advance
did not commence until 1600 hours except for an engineer recon-
naissance party which moved out from positions north of HANGYE
eiong the road to the river in the vicinity of UMYANG-NI, 45 &
yesult of constant urging by higher field commanders, the re-
nainder of the task foree gtbacked at 1620 hours, and vwithin

the hour leading elements had reached the river, Constent failure

on the part of unit commsnders to gresp the spirit of the explod e~

tion resulted in sluggish movement of amor and slow deployment

e ——

of infantry to counter enemy resistance, This factor probably

P . e

pemitted some enemy elements south and east of the axis of
advance to oross the HONGCHON « INJE road epnd thus escape envelope

ment, Strong follow-up elements, designated in X Corps OI No, 188

to move by motor, did not join the battalion task force until the
following day, ths enabling additiopal enemy to infiltrate out of
the trep during the night and early morning of 25 Maye

4e The Injtiation of Qperations of Task Force Baker (Seg
Mep #2)s Just prior to dawn on the morning of 25 Mey, a rifle
compé.w pushed aocross the SOYANG River to selze the high ground
north thereof as a bridgehead, To support this operation, a tank
platoon moved to DI06073 and cstatlished a road block at DT235075
to secure the right flenk, These hblocks were withdrawn at sunset,
An ammored patyol consisting of two platoons of tenks and a platoon
of engincers moved across the river and secured a suall airstrip at

DT225063 between the river and the road, This patrol then continued
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to the west 2000 yards until it was halted by an cstimatced
ocoipany of CCF, This cnemy forec was ongaged and epproximatoly
25 encuy werc killed, 4 were ceptured, and several amimunition
vehiclos wexe dostroyed whilc attempting to cross the river,

During tho aftormoon, onc tank platoon was dirceted to
procoed north as far as INJE, This patrol advanced appyoxie-
matcly 1500 meters to DTR35075, where it was stopped by heavy
emall arms end mortar fire, and returned to the perimcter at
1645 hours, The task force spent a rolatively quict night at
tho bridgchead, recciving only light small ams and 12 rounds
of mortar firce

5, Ihg Follow Jhroughs At this timc tho task forco vas
consolidatod, reorganized and a covoring foree consisting of
one company of tanks, onec infantry company, an artillory battery,
a bridgo platoon and a minc detector squad was cstablished to

load the advance on tho succecding day, Traffic and road

‘conditions, and enemy action which intermittently cut the

MSR along which the task force was opcrating dclayed the
fomation of the task forcc and reduced the timo available in
the assaably aroa for coordination of communications and fire
plans,

The task force column was organized with onc tank leading,
followed by a tank dozer, Thosc vehicles were followcd by the
renginder of the tank platoon, Tho tanks of the comnmander and
the battalion CO were next in line, followcd by. the battalion
command vehicloy a halfetracke sinother section of tanks, the
Brockway trucks of the bridge platoon aﬁd a Soction of tanks
followed in that order, Infantry were mounted on all tanks with
the exegption of the tv;o that were leading,

The covering force moved from DIR306€) through the fricndly
front lines at approximatcly 0400 hours and had advanced about
1000 yards when it oncountered its first obstaclc in the fom of
a bridge at DTR32082 which apparently was not strong cnough to

« 3.
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carry medium tanks, The only available by-pass was hlocked by
a 3/4 ton truck which had been abandoned by the enemy, A4s the
lead vehicles approached the block they detonated anti-personnel
nines in the road without incurring casualties as no unprotected
personnel were riding on these tanks,

This block was successfully moved and the eolumn contimued
on the axis of advances Another bridge at DTR55104 also
appeared inadequate to support tanks, therefore a by-pass had
to be utilizeds 4s the lead tank tipped fotward to drop down
into the river bed to negotiate a by-pass, it was hit on the top
of the turret with an anti-tank rocket and the orew knocked out}
The dozer tank atteupted to pass the damaged vehicle but in so
doing caught the dozer btlade in an embankment, 4s the operatof
attempted to extricate it the hydraulic system failed, The by~
pass was finally opened, however, by placing a new crew in the
damaged lead tank and breaking down the shoulders of the stream
bed with the tank tracks, This opcration was further compli-
cated by enemy small ams fire., The enemy, including the
rocket team, was neutralized by the accompanying infantry vhich
deployed and took them under fire and pioneer work improved the
by-pass sufficiently to pemit the covering force to continue,

The advance continued to the summit of the pass at DT208104,
northeast of KARD=RI, before coming under heavy fire fron mortars,
small ame and anti-tank rockets. The lead tank was hit by an
anti-tank rocket, wounding the tank comiander and the leader,
The driver abandoned his vehicle vidthout locking the steoring
brakes and the tenk rolled forward, out of control, into the
draw along the side of the roade The second tank was forced to
Seck cover behind the crest of the hill, During this actdon,
the infantry company deployed and successfully Seized the high

ground on either side of the pass, This tactic showed g marked

improvement in battle perfomance as coapared to the similar

4
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situation at HOENGSONG as deseribed in Combaii’l‘\iit}_gg Noe 9e

fhile the tank colunn wes thus delayed, the two infantry
battalions farther back in the column were ordered to dismount
and sweep the area to the right and left of the axis of advance,
This action eliminated the threat to the advaneing colwan and
the covering force proceeded down the forward slope and into the
town of INJE after neutralizing emplaced enemy to the left of
the r0ad on the forwerd slope by tank and machine gun fire,

The town was entered at 1500 hours and by 1800 hours wes securaly
held by the task force, as was the ﬁigh ground to the noxrth,

6, The Thrust; On 28 May, Tesk Force Beker at{.empted a
rapid thrust along the INJE « KiNSONG Foad with a mechanized
advance guard; the objective was KiNSONG, 52 miles distant,

The advance guard consisted of one company of infantxy, one
company of tanks, en engineer bridge platoon and a battexy of
amored field artillery, and wes to precede the wain body by
fifteen minutes, Company L was substituted for Company I as part
of the advance guard at the last minute due to heavy casualtdes
in the lattor company the previous day. This change coused
Company L, with a TiCP and értillexy FO, to arrive gt the IP

just in time to join the remainder of the departing advance
guard. The late arrival of Company L pre cluded any p;‘lor plane

s e b ting

ning or coordination of conbat ams or communicationss Supply

———

vehicles wers intermingled with the tanks in the tactical codurn,

e —— T

The amored artillery bettery waa@o far forwaxﬁchat wuch of 1ts

fire capabllity wes nullified since it was impossible to render

close support as the forece becaue engaged, Riflemen rode on most
of the tanks with oxception of the t;;o in the leads

7« 48" the leading. elements rcached an exposed position at
DTR95169, (See map #2, Note &), the two lead tanks were disabled
by the eneny firing US 3,5 rocket launchers, Two hits weze‘

scored on each tank aznd the crews booame casualties from snall
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ams and wortar fire as they abandoned their tanks, . third
tarnk wies hit by a rocket but not disabled as the enemy poured
in small emms, nortar, and artillery fire, The riflenen dis=
mounted as tanks were rushed forward to engage the enemy fron
the flank, The infantry's entry into the action was delayed
by heavy firc which also disrupted the tankeinfontry comrmnie
cations to such an extent that the two elements were forced
to fight esmentially separate actions, The tanks fired against
the flanks of the enemy positions while the infantry advanced
and drove the cnemy from the doninating ground at DT290170,
(Sce Nap #2, Note B), The advance guard suffored 57 casualties,
including 8 KIiy the heaviest of any single action, Since the
plan required a rapid advance, units noved forward cach tinme
there was a lull in firing,

8¢ Eneny resistancc cgsed zs the nain body cleared the
high ground vest of the road at DIR95157 and a battalion fron
another reginicnt cleared the high ground to the easte

9¢ The toek force continued the advance on 29 May 1951,
to DT05195, (See liap #2, Note C), for approximatcly 3000 neters,
using nore extended attack formations, Fire poﬁer and coordinam

L

tlon between units were employed to greater advantage, Fever

troops were placed on the road and more on the high ground, and

a8 a result casualties suffered were much less severe thed:the
preceding day, & major cause for the casuslties appears to have
been inadequate dispersion and failure to properly digein vhen
objeetives were reached,

10, ction of an infantry regiment following Task Force
Baker in consolidating the gains mede by the task force uaterdally
assisted thec advance Ly relieving it on objestives that had been
seized; by attadiing to enlarge those objectives = thus removing
eneny fire fyon the ropd; and by the one battalion that attacked

28 May éast of the road in conjunction with the task foree to

Telieve eneny resistence to the advance guard, (Seo Mep #3).

6




ll. (asualty reports are as follows:
as Tesk Force BAKLus

Rte B M R fﬁxﬁ""" k.
26 Mey 3 2 34 &
27 Kay 10 4 51
2 uay 18 104 122
29 May ~10 ~2_ .

Total 4l 245 266

be Total for the followeup infantry regiment, 26 =~ 25
May, were 9 KIA and 63 WIA.

DR
e

12, e above described operation emphasized the noed for

the following correcctions in coabat methods;
as The advance guard must be organiged properly even
on short notice, so that proper coordination and establishment of
conmmnications can bec efiected for combate Leadership must be
ageressive and ever present,
b, Mank eetion was sluggish and inhibited in obecssion

4o follow the engiicers" who ye alearing aines that the enemy

' %had not had time to placel,

ce The task force wes organized for rgpid advance (pure a

suit tactics) and was slow in chen its formation gnd ¥

to meet the enemy dispositions when contact was made, Because

of this, units made physical advences along the road in socile cases

without clearing the doainating terrain on either side of the

?

de Siell units although properly aggressive in their

route of advance with fire and/or naneuver,

advence, failed to prepere the way properly with fire sup.ort, and
S — N

failcd to disperse and dig-in when tho local objectives ware
‘seourcd,

@y HeaVy equipment - Because ocraters and other obstacies
were antieipated, bridging and unamored supply vehicles were inter-

mingled with tanks near the head of the colunn, This delgyed the



tanks froa getting to the head of the column, where they could
deploy and properly utilize their crossecountry nobility,
£, Some of the amored artiilery was too far forward to

properly supyort the action by indirect ﬁie.
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14 July 1944

Dear General Yeems,

1 have not written before this time primarily
because I did not have anything of grest interest about whieh
to write and secondarily beceuse I was in a nogition where 1
was unable to write for several months. ‘

At the present time I am at the SBouth East Asla
command Headquarters holding down the job of Director of Pubdlioe
Relations (United 3tates). ¥y former chief, Lt. Colonel James
wWarner Bellah, 12 back in the States for an assignment with the
Army OGround Forcee, I belleve, He told me before he left that,
{1f there was s vacanoy in the position in which he was to be
loceted, that he would send for me, 1 ocan aasurs you that those
thoughts are still slipping around in the back of my head,

I have had, during the past five monthe, the most
interesting experience that I could imaglne. I was assigned
i{n January to the staff of Brigadier Oenerzal Frank D. Merrill
in two capsoities: One ss Officer Observer and the other as
Publie Relatiocns Officer in charge of a group of correspondents
who were to aceompany his forces in the field. As you probably
know, ‘Colonel Charles K. Hunter, Lt.4Colonel William L, Osborne,
Major Tom P. Senff, Captain Samuel V. wilson and Majcr Caifson
Johnson, all from Benning, were a part of the volunteer force
whioh General HMerrill was to lead in operations behind the Japa~-
nese lines. I wac with them throughout the entire operation
exoept the 1sst few daye when I was evacuated by liaison plane,

teneral Merrill'e operation was perhaps the most
interesting military operation in the Paciflc this year, I
kept a oareful dlery of everything that haprened and I weas in
the G-2 %Secticn of the staff which enabled me to have a complete
nioture all of the time, General Merrill moved with hie forward
maneuvering unit =0 that we were slways in a poslition to gt the
details of even small unit oreratlions,

I spent some 1ittle time with one of the battalions
on one oceaeion and had the opportunity to ro on a numher of
small patrols,

I gs all of the above mentioned peovle in rotion

- and T oan aseurc you that you can be prroud of vhat they 414,
Approzimately ninety nercent of the junior officers wer: graduates
of ‘he Infaniry “chool znd by the maJority of the senlor

officere wer: g¢rocustos of the Alvanced, Basle, or Comimunications
Coursase,

-1 -
* wnclassdied (7 2505
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My Diary ocompris¢e about 45.000 words and 1s now
in the hands of General Stilwell before eing released to G-2
in washington., I am planning to write a ghort book based on
the Diary LT Crieral Stilwell Adecldee T ecan use. enough of the
real story.

12 1m we -ere in the fleld, we often trlked about
you and our ha ny 4rys at Benning, General ¥errill knows you
well and a3mires ou grertly. I belleve that "Daddy" veems 18
rrobrbly the hcet-known officer in the United “t-tes Army for
almost everyvherc 1 go, when Benning 18 mentioned, your name
pope into tho victure and the fact that I hed served on your
eteff ie a rooomsendstion whieh I velue greatly,

1 son't know whether you xnew just what the
opportunity @ yvou were making cvallable to me l&at Oetoher
when you grve we the chence to tzke thie assignment., It has
been invaluablic ex-erlence no matter what I do in the rest of
my military 17c¢ -nd T heve made friends smong peorle whom I
would never hsva ha? the opportunit: to know or understand
exge~t for yoii,

L s recupersting at the present time from a oABe

of dysentery -u” an enjoving an-excellent climete and rood food.
However, if t:7 chance were ever of fered me to ferve with you
arein, sir, I cun assure you that I wouldn't hesltete an inetant,

I have often -oilers® vhether ycu repained ot the Infantry School
or whether you hz? ~ot a divielon, 1 am sure that it would take

s unit lercer than a éivielon to hold the officers that had

cerved vith vyou in the peet and who wanted to serve with you agaln,

-

“lerze give my best regards o Colonel Kron and
my other frinnde st Bennlng.

Sincerely yours,

(g8) John ¥, Jones

r 8. Ool. Wunter ws wounded at Myltkyina Burma but never left
hig eovan’ -— got hit in the neck by a sniper.
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By Major JOHN M. JOWES, Infantry
Train plenty of mes.engers - ol just any man, but & soldier with guts that
'illxtaka=; megsage over dnngordul country at night and get it through.

All messongers should be taught to ride a horsc.(If aveileble, Basic Cavalry)

SCR 6536 is good on the drop field, on murches and in bivousc ares, but
very little use in oumbat dus to range liuitation. SCR 300 is tops for
combat - each platccn could use one, Their range of 3 miles in the Junrle
covers most. tactical situations. SC% 284 is splendid\for units more

than § miles apart but noti more than 15,

In the jungloabthp tommy gun is tops - Junior Officers should carry them -
you need some hin:- with stopping pow:rrand a fast rate of fire - your ranges

usuall - are less than 40 yards - sometimes 10.

An extru canteen gover for carrying 2 or 3 grenades is yood. Some hsavy
weapons men should ocarry incendiary srenades to destroy mortars if you have
to abandon them quickly; flame thrower teams should carry an incendiary

grenade in case their flame thrower doesn't isnite - throw the incendiary

grenade and shoot the oil on it.

For perimeter defunse plenty of ;renades are essential - especially at night.

Evory man should have scme gulde or pamphlet to get information from natives -
un interpreter for oach platoon chould be provided if the natives actually

go with @ Combtut Tearm on an independent operation.

Somo simplo map should be provided for every soldier. Not only for possible
use in case he becomes lost but to oriemt himgelf on the situation.

In the jungle a kukrl or machete is uiout 504 as useful as the dah. 95/?:?’"

/

¥o .ne takes vitumin tublets in the jungle - why not use that spuce in the

Jungle let aid kit for a small osn of foot powder.,

"X" ration should be supylemented with "C" ration or the meat gomp..nent
as o'ten &5 cnce a week., ~no pound o rice per man per week wauld also

help - however 'they ret tired o it if they set it too of'ten.

wnclasscfied 1AW 3g5-5"
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#11, A drop of one can of fruit juice and } pound coffee per man per week would

help - he would drink the fruit juice on the spot and carry the coffee,

12, 10 in 1 rations whenever the unit 1s'stoppad for more than a day “elps morale.

)
»33. The sho-t wrap type leggings are very good .for jungle wear. They keep out

leoches and sre gasy to .ut on and take ofr, Most men cut G,I. Leggings
off 3/4 of the way up. The re;ular logging is too high on the leg for most

men,

14, A spoon and the bottom of your mess gear is onough wher: you have to carry

your own pack and rations for long periods,

»16, A drop of toilet paper in each ration would te & good thing, Irritation

almost always develops from using leaves,

16. Men should be trained to kee.. their heads up when they hit the groumd -
what they sec sometimes would make them move before they get shot and would

also enable them to see the enemy "irst, sometimes.

17. Be surs your code olerks and radio operators are well trained - it is botter
to have a good operator who can't shoot than u good shot who is only a fair

operator,

18. Some of the most valua.le men in our outfit were tho Nisei Japgnesw interpreters
not with battalion and regimental headquartera but with’a platoon in contact
on the perimeter, The Japs talk loudly sometimos before they attack - On
' seve-al occasions the %apanece interpreters told us exactly what the §tpl
were shouting and ena led us to pet set for an attack from a cottlin'dtr.¢tion.

Once an interpreter caused the Japs to attuck into a trap by shouting orders
to them,

19, Always have somebody elso read your megsu;es to oheak the msaning before

sending them out. Someti es important things are left out cven though you

are thinking about them,



20.

24.

28.

28,

27.

28.
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It is easy to teach a man to look for different type shoe printu on a trail,
On two ocoasicns s suspioious looking shoe print caused us to surpiise the
Japs whereas if we hadn't noticed it they probably would have surprised us.

Marching at night in the jungle is very diffiocult for men over good trails -
over fair or poor trails it {s almost useless and is practioally impossible

-

for snimsls.

When crdered to get animals off a trail quickly - take them off in pairs -
they go batter and don't bray so much.

If a man is busy under fire he doesn't got so scared or nervous - what is

bad however is to sit without anything to do but listen to them whistle over.

81 wm mortars are very aocurate and can be fired safely 850 to 100 yards ia

front of our front line. H.R. Hoavy is good for close-in work,

The Jap: is no suloide soldier - He will run and rotreat if surrounded aad

onos you get him on the runm he 1s not nearly so effective.

The best defense against snipers is to move fast - When you hit the ground
orawl & little further and keep your head up to see what's going on.

If your arches are 0.X. you will like jungle boots as they are much lighter

then G.]1. shoes.

Always ourry an extra piece of silk rope (get from parschutes after an airdrop)
You slways have to tie something on to your pack - and silk rope will untie

easily.

A G.I. shovel is worth {ts weizht in goldd when you start digzing. Pwo Oolonels
dug with helmets and knives while I dug with my shovel once when the shells
were coming over. That is something I ruarded with my life. Also 4f & man
has no shovel the chances are he won't bury his body waste.

Many men throw away helmets before they have been under shell fire - after that
they never throw them awsy. Although they won't stop & bullet they frequently
change its ocourse and they will stop fragments. No one ever uses the chin strep

undorhiachin-hookitonehohokotthohqmtoutotyournywtdon't

out 1t off - you'll need it when you want to oarry water in your helmst.
3. '
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Insist that men don't diy foxholes near trees - either dig away from them

or cut them down - tree burst are responsible for many unnecesgary casuslties.

Yatch your men carefully to see that they halascne their water - if they fail
to one time and get away with {t, then firat thing you kmow th-y asver
halaszone water and brag about it till somebody ocomes down with dysentery.
Educate them todtho value of atabrine and halasons - mans good frieads in
the Jjungle. |

The "K" ration tastes good as long as you ere doing hard physical work -
after that 1t is nauseating.

Flexible celophame bags to carry your maps in are imvaluable, The top of
your helmet is a good spot for mosquito head net{seldon used) and the mmp

you are using.

Practically everybudy used a horseshoe type pack - rations in the puk and

the blanket and pancho in the horseshoe.

It pays big dividends to have men and officers know as much about the situation

as possible - an officers meetingy in the field shoulld be arranged so that
they can get the news to their officers and men that day - Lefore it becomes

history.

The few offiocers who took enough interest in their men to write a short
letter to a mans family found that it produced amaging results in morale.
A letter from his platoon leader when a man {s promoted or does a good
Job has & good effest on the whole platoon - the word gets arousd.

See that someons in every platoon carries an oil stons when you go into the
field. They are worth their weight in gold to a mqn with a dull knife,

We drove a mule in front of us over s trall we théu;ht might ve booby trapped.

It wag, and the mule was killed.

Bxpeot knee mortar fire within 3 minutes from the time you hit Japs. It is

amazing how quick and how acourate they are with the lmee mortar,

An 8.0.P, for various situations is a -'cod thing even though you doa't us~

1t ~ Somehow 1t gives hoth men and offiocers confidence.
4.



4. It you do march at night a compass tied on the baock of a mans pack helps
ksep the golumn together - espeaially on & dark night, The phosphorescent

lines stand out clearly.

43. If you are in or near ememy territory don't walk around at nirht even to
relieve yourself. There is always a trigger happy guy whe shoots first

even though you arg miles from the enemy.

44. The Japs taught us & good trail blosk -~ It is in the shape of am "S" with
the trail running aoross the middle - autcmatic weapcns on the hu-pl' and

ends if aviilable, Riflemen are socattered in bomon.] R .
‘ v (3 U) ‘
48, Pleld glnub/; wore slmost never used by us in the jungle - and only %o

look for suipers in trees. ~

—~

46. Ome of our patrols took the same route that a previous patrol had used and
W anbushed. The Japs are cagey - they will follow a patrol sometimes for
long dietances then set an ambush in oase it comes out again,

47. Close order drill and a full field inspection one day after coming off the
front lines snapped one of our battalions back into shape quiek. They had
lost Non-Coms and Officers and had been fighting steadily for two weeks,

Their disci line and morale was low and they were tired and very sluggish -
Thoy were mainly veterans of Guadacansl and New Guinea and scnsidered theme
selves above thia aort/f(rolih:: gc»rdor dridl)- although they objected strenmously
they did it with suap - und the outfit benefitted grestly. It -ave the new
platoon leuders, platoon sergeants and squed lsaders a chanoe to see what their
men looked like and to give them a few orders. I believe prmtiohly svery

man in the organiaation recognised the excellent results obtained.

46. The new plastic oil filled wrist compass is excellent - preferable to the
new oil filled lemsatic compass Lecause it appeurs to be more wa terproof

and is easisr to read.

49. The Intelligence and Resonnaissance Platoon ghould have one more animal to
oarry a 60 mm morter and ammunition. At the present time it has mo machine

guns or mortars.
S.



{  v/80. 0.1, wrist vatehes don's stand up in the jungle. We need s good weterprodf

wrist watoh with an sasily read fuce.
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Forth Surmm-38 February 1944
At 1118 hours the Orange Combat Team Intslligence and Reeonnaissanes

Platoon under the commnd ef Lt, Logan B, Westeon was moviag ever a treil frem
Ndawng Ga to Nsang Os. The lead soout, Corporal Werner Kats, & vetersa of
Gusdadpaual, saw some irecks oo the trail that resembled Jap feotprints by the
pattern ef the sele. Kats alerted the patrol with a hand signal and Lt, Westen
osme up to leck over the trasks. IXats, clossly fellowed by Lt. Weston, advenced
cautiously and when Kats turnsd a bend in the truil he saw an usarsed Jep
standing abeut thirty yards up the tratl. The Jap smiled and motianed him fore
ward, As his arm came down two light machine guns opensd on Kats from sach side
of the trall, Katas was crouching low and when the shots were fired, he hit the
groaund firing at the Jap as he fell. A fire fight develeped and 14, Westom's
Patoen withdrew leaving one dend Jap which Xntz had killed sn the twrell. Eats
had beem weunded by & bulled hat grased his nose and left chesk, Sergeans
Gemes, the Intelligsnce and Nescmnalssance platesn medisal sid men, quiekly fixed
Kats up and the patrel moved bask te repert Wheir iafermation and ts coutimue
their recomnsigsence, Cpl. ﬁ“mﬁuh@rd’kﬂlm&ﬂrﬁhpﬂ
was also the first Marauder tounded in eombat,

. . . ’

A% about the sams tims & patrol from the seeomd battalien Imbelligemes
and Resomnalissance Flateon under the cssmand of Lt, William C. Orissem was
entering the village of Lauem Oa, Private Rodert W, lLandis of Youngstewm, Okie,
was the lead soout. Suddenly sn unsesn Jap meshine gun opened fire frem abeut
£1fty yards sway. Landis wes imstently killed, The I & R patrel sagagel the
m-mmuﬁnapum-unumuumuamn&.dnm
MWMMMNMMWMWMMMhmmi@.
the I & R patrel was 3ot able to resover his bedy, so they withdrew, reperted
" their informatien by rumner and threw s blosk on the trail nmorth of Lanem Oa %o
protest the solwms whieh would be paseing that way,

L J * * *

Defunse of an Alrdrop Field Behind the Jupanses Limes.
North Surma~37 Felrwary 1944 |
The defense for the drop fislds wus werked out by Golenel Mumter and




The following
1mage(s) may be of
poor quality due to
the poor quality of

the original.



SRCREY?
osnsisted of the follewing plans N
1. The I & R platecn blecks esch end of the truil at least one thousand
yards from the field.

2. mmmmuuwmrma:oym%
One Aifle Flatoon defends from 18¢ w0 380°
3. Machine Oum sections box the field with fire lanes out,

4. lNortars prepare barrages in fromt of the platooms blocking the Wwail,
on approashes % fiald sud on field itaslf,

5. The defemss pesitiom will be dug in and mules kept in ditches or
oovered positions,

8. One air liaiscn officer will report %o Lt. Fleming at Regtmsntal
Headquartars ons hour before the sehedules air drop for airerafd
identifiostion.

7. The Regimental Comsand Post wiil be dus north from the ocenter of the
field until further motiee.

'wrmummmrm
1. Ome Rifle Company will be used for lubor en the dropping field.

3. After the drep, mem rush on fleld, out chute eords, remove chutes
and hids them im weeds so they can't be sesn from the atr,

3. Bundles marked for Regiment or met merked at all will be plased as
the HRegiment staks on the fisld, Supply offisers werk in their om
ares making distridution of Wumdles dropped in their area,

4. Wales will drep leads im their bYivewss aven. Jules will beo returmsd
0 drep field with three men por mnle - e % Mald mle -~ 4w %0
lead, Tuke mile om field quiskly, lead it and ged off,

S. Bach Combat Team will have one 5CK 538 with an eparetor at their stake.

® L] L L4

 Wheum Fired On, Eit We Grewnd - But Keep Your Nyes Opem
Rorth Burma-3 Marshilddd

»
At dom all battalions were on the meve towards Walawbum, The third

battalion's leand ssouts were sautisusly moving up the trail near Wepu Ga when &
Jap patrol epmmed fire on them froem the opposite side of « smll opem field,
™he lead soout fell to the ground and the Japs thinking he weas killed, rushed
forward. The soout reised up and fired s full sagasine from his tommy gun
killing two Japs and putting five ethers to flight, - and ths thiad battalien

ary
28

moved om, Ce
[ ® » L] ]

Yor an Alert in the Jungle -~
dave Time by Lesding Males to Cever im Pairs

A Mlssouri mule, or sty sule fer that matter, dossn't like % be

dragged off the trail suddenly where he ean't ses: the other miles - and vham &

sSene
e
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mnﬁmwmmm.mm-u-mx. is's plemty tough
%o change his mind. Finally the system of taking the snimals off iu pairs
solvod the probleghnd the mules took cover satisfaotorily.

* L | t L

Sw’ziua'mmqm

North Burma-4 March 1944

Lt. Mnu;:”. Commanding Officer of 1 cow. had his company
doploy.dun&ouﬂ-d‘ootthdroppin‘thumunwtpnthm_h.
Mdﬂomﬁnﬁcmmﬁum&ﬂywwlrmﬂum
1uu;umunrm¢mmm¢ropmu. Absut 0030 hours a plateen
or-mmwummmnmdmm,orxmmmmswm
field from the north along the trail Lt. Rughes was oovering. Ls. Bughes’ guns
wupmmap-mmtmﬁnummumm After the
Lirst burst of fire, Prinhﬁihdm,anc&emummuﬂum
urmtmmr..m'mmaxm.mmuuuam.m
hgmdusbaokbyamamdobutbothmwuutowm.ﬂ.ringmtu
their assistant gumners would get to them. Sergeant Mayer's assistant gummar
was Ple, Adam J. Lamd of Bal timars. Bommhhﬁxlmhyumuu
mmrmmrmmmtmmuhummrmmm-am
m.Mnuanott. One Jap reised right up in froms of him %o Shrew
& grenado, Leag riddled him with a lomg burst from his gum. x.t.wmn
ummmmmnnummr-rm‘mnmﬁqm
leaving ten dead on the field.

LS. Bighes and & mmmll patrel went forward W0 seareh tue Jap dead and
in one small ares, they counted five bodies. When they returned to that spet a
few minutes later, they found culy four bedies. As three separate mem counted
wms.ttmﬁtmupﬂmmzotm mnnuptmﬂ
mmmxmuumtnnumm

L J * L J L 4

Patrelling en Horsebesk

No Bursa-$ Maveh 1944

The first battalion eent out patrols im all direetions during e day.
One patrol consisted of Lt. Willism O, Bvens, the Intelligence and Ressumaissanes
mmludwof_ldccﬁtthn. and Sergeant Hawk, cue of the bLost secuts in
the entire unit, ani ene other man, ﬂuyunmﬁ‘duh‘mc. riding wp &

7
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shallow: river about four hundred yards northwest of ¥esu Ga when they werse
lut_!flanly eurprised by rifle fire from & distance of twenty feet, UBoth Lt, Bvens
and Sergsant Hawk rolled from the sadile into the water orswling oa the bettem
while the Japs peppered the place whers they went under. L%, Nvans' herse was
killed and he was shot in the hand, Sergeant Hawk got a orease soross his cheek
and & bad brulse on his back where & bullet hit the saddle. The Jups fired adout
feorty ahots into the :n.tor. Pinally both Lt, Evans und Sergosut Bawk came up,
fho other man was tehind them and had galloped off into the Jungle as the Japs
Qpntiauod.'bo fire. All thres got bdack safely a half hour later. “ heevy patwel
way sent %0 $he gpot Lo take curs of the Jups. They had however disappeared
into the jungls and could mot be found. It was believed that they were a party
making their way tack from the north trying to reach their forcss xt Walawbm,

. » » »

A Mule Saves a Man's life

Borth Burme-3 Karsh 1944
At 2400 hours we withdrew towsrd Wesu Ga over the sams 4rail we had

cut two days before. Although we didn's think the enemy knew adout the weil,
we desided to drive a mule ahead of us just in ocase the Jap hed planted a few.
booby traps. %o hadn't gone more than half & mile when the mile axpleded a

heavy land mine killing him imstently,

] L ] L g
Ahww

North Burma-3 March 1944

Lt. Wileon, White Cembat Tesm Intelligence and Reconnaisssnes Platoon
G dsadsr, was lesding two of his sestions on & recommaissanse sud oombet patrsl two
"' und one hal? miles north of Shimak Us at sbowt 1000 heurs when the seout 'm the
eenter of his patrol saw somothing recembliag & horse's Wil move sear & smll
: stream parallel to the trmil. Lt. Wilsan quickly erept up to the river Wesk.
' When hs got about fiftsen feet frem the river bank two Jap seldiers cpensd fire
‘ with rifles snd threw hand grensdes. Ome gremade landed within five feet of i,
Wilson aud blew his helwet off and several fragments hi$ his pask but did net
injure him. A seetion leadsr openesd up on the two riflemen, killing ome. LS, °
Mnnho-rdunoinénullnrtmdmmhptrﬂn;hmWontbm.
He shot him with his earbine then shot the horse. By this time, his patrel had
slosed in snd was spraying the bushes, The Japs fled leaving two dead ineludimg

e Jap Kajor, and blood on the bushes indieated that some of these who essaped were

SECRET
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wounded, Lt. Wilson had a oritique on ths spot. Be showed his tommy pummers
that they could have gotten the other two horses if they had moved faster.
. . . .
Withdrewal idcross a River Under Attask
North Burme~8 March 1944

S5ix hundred yurds morth of Walawbum, Lt. Weston's Intelligsnee and
Reconnaissance Platoon began saking a heavy pounding from Jap mortars Just after
daylight. At 0730 hours he was attacked from the north - at 1030 frem the north-
sast - a little later from the northwest, The Japanese Fisei imterpreter with
Lt. Weston heard the Jap orders for attack at differsmt points and his wernings
euabled Lt. Weston to shift autometic weapons % the point of attask. The Jap
knes mertar fire was cless and very soeurate. At 1100 hours, Lt. Vesten was
surrounded on three sides by superior forees of Japs and almest eut of samwnitien.
Ko caluly agked his Comdat Toan Commander t0 let him direot mertar fire en the
Japs. This was quickly arranged - the mortars firing frem La Gang ‘a ene
thousand yards sway. Some casualiies were inflicted om the Japs for sereams
could be heard after an H.E. 1ight burst in a tree uear the river bamk. Major
Low saw that his Intelligense and Roconnaiscanse Platoon was gettiag inte & Jap
trap so he decided to get it out as quiokly as possible. He told Lt. Westen to
withirew under the eover of a squad on the river benk and a smske tarrege ea the
Jap positions overlooking the river. Yeston's men toak off their undershirts and
put them on the river bank t0 merk the flanks of the plase they were going to
ross so the squad on the opposite bank gould cover them. Then he oalled fer
smoke and started withdrawing & few of his wen to the river bamk, letting them
infilsrats uwoross under the protective fire of the Browming Automatic Rifles on
ths opposite bank.

The Japs had antioipated this withiramal snd had plased twe Nambus
near the bank. Tae BiRs opened on them however and the Nambus didu't fire mere
than ten shots at the mem withdrawing. A few asn frem eash side of hmﬁp}or
withdrew at & time. BAR and tommy gun wen were lust. Thw Japs were threwing
mortar fire oa the perimster all the time, The first four msn te eross earried
litters make of jackets stretehsd on bemboo poles on whieh they earried we
bedly wounded somrsdes. When they reached the spposite bank, the Medies Sook
the wounded and dressed their wounds even thoush bullets were flyiag abeut and
mrtar shells were buresting in the water tem tw twenty 7"“ oy .

§36RR2
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Lt. Weston was the last man to oross the river followed elosely by
”ih. Jups. TIhe withdrsmal had been & succesy - port‘oe’aly mmuiod plan -
Ommcatim by 300 redio had been maintained all the time.

”,c/"’ ‘me of Lt. Festen's snipers, Chior Janis, & full-blooded Ameriean
ﬂ:ndian had piciked off five Japs who had erept to the river bank and were firing

*'/ a#// olone range at thc infil trating members of Weaton's Intelligence und hgoon-

ﬂliaumu Platoon.

L J * L [

Jg Attack at Nalawbun

Borth Burmma-8 uarch 1944

The Japs opened fire on the Orange Combat Team Just afser damn. By

LOIS hourt they were throwing mediun artiliery into the perimeter and o sonstant
stroam of mortar fire. Orange was well dug in with logs over their foxholes wnd
tress overhesd hud been chepped down. ihe tnimals however were not s0 fortunate
and the shelling took s toll of eight killed and several badly wounded by 1200,
Orange answered the fire with s heavy barrage of mertar fire on the Jap concentration
&rea behind the villege and tcok a good toll of casualties frow among the Japs
still unlouding from trusks - cne 8l mu, H.E. light was ssen to buret in the bed
of & truekload of Japs throwing bodies in all directicas,

Sergeant Andrew Mung of imlden, Masw., olimbed thirty t;ot ~p into a
tree in his platoon pPorimeber with a 535 radio and direscted mortar fire and told
his platoon leader exnotly what the Japs were doing suabling him to wam the
platoan before an attaock, Finally a tree burst stunned him and he dropped his

w redio. His oantoen was blown off his belt but he 5ot down safaly though he wag
deafensd for a few days. ergeant Carl Hammond of Llevelsnd, Uhic, hit & lamd(
nine Just cubaide the Crange perimeter. It blew him #ix feet in the air, e
bad powder burns and couldn's hear for wn hour but otherwise was o.k. He said,

"I was really mr‘d' It udo 8 orater as iz as o foxhole™,

/ (At 1“0 hours the Japs aturted shelling the siretrip at La Leng Ga and
the shells were passing directly over Ceneral Yerrill's Command Post. Thig
artillery appeared te be sither 106 or 150 mm., ‘the Japs shot twe at a time
indicating they were using two guns. The shelling wes heavy for Pifteen ainutes,
Then we would get a ten aimute break. Some mem didn't have foxholos and Letween
rounds, the dirt flew as they dug with helmets, bayomets and R8S8 gesr. ‘ew zan

hed shovols - any available would have sold for $100,00 each at lesst.

- gr
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The first battalion which had meved dirsotly beshind the Regimental
Cowd Post at L 6ang Ga was taking the brunt ef the shelling and wers losing
qu/;iw a fow snimals snd some men. Liaison planes kept lmdﬂng to plok up the
wounded., They earned the etornal admirstion of every man in the 5307th that
day. Crews of men rushed on the airetrip filling shell ersters after sach barrag
then rushed off befors the next barraze ocsme over. In the middle of the :helling
about 1500 hours & Pfo. from the first battalien was digging a foxhole near the
river bunk a«t La fang Ga - about fifty yards from Gensral Merrill's Cowmsaad Post.
As he turned mund to dig in the oppesite direotien, he saw two Japs poorin;j
through soms bushes about six feet awwy. They threw a hand grensde - he ran,
then rolled on the ground, The grenade rolled over the river dank and sxploded.
He got up and again esoaped. The grenade explosion brought other men in the area
to the scene. Pyvt., Prunk Weber, of the Pionssr and Demnlition Plasoon of the
seoond battalica, Prt. Gereld Perms, & Brooklyn M.P. who ssorus s helmet, wearing
cnly‘u wool gap through rain or shine, and Private Gsorge Walulem, a muleskiuner,
attacked the two Japs with k-l and toumy guns and riddldd them before they had a
shance o get their rifles up. The excitemsnt caused by the Japs near the Comand
Post during the shel.ing was elsotric. Other men started firimgz at suppesed
saipers. However, no other Japanese Lodlies wers found in the area,

441800 hours Gsneral Merrill had to go through the artillery impast
area to see Colomel othwell G, Brown who had arrived at Wesu Ga with sows of hias
tanks operated by Chiness orews. It tock an hour to go a half mile, but the
General and his party finally made it. A oconference was held at the Chiness
Battalion Comaander's Commaad Post, who had just arrived to ossupy Welawbum when
and if we took it, Late intslligence information indicated that the Japs were
falling beck rapidly from Heingkwan but were trylng to bottle up eur fores with
8 th to the north and large reinforocements from the south. Genersl Nerrill
deoided that we would pull baok to Wegu Ga at 2400 hours. The taumks would comy
tinue to epsrate against the main Japsnese forces to the north as they eould net
eroas the river % Walawbum to support our attack. Opders wers lssued to e
third battalion to pull bask to the south of Wesu fia st £400, snd the seeond

PSR
——— .

battalion was to pull bask to the northeast side of Wesu Ga at 2000; tho firet

——

battalion was to hold the drop field at Wesu Ga and the area to the morthwest

of the towa.

SECRETY
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General Merrill and his party moved back to his Commnnd Post at dusk,
The snelling continued. He ordered sn immediate move to fesu Us and the Command
Post woved out at 1830 in the mddst of sosttered artillery fire all ever the
La Gang Ga area. Our lack of artillery was felt by sveryone, we knew that we
had %o have mmng to combai the Jup artiliasry.

( At ;T\OO‘ hours the Jap artilisry was losated and pin-pointed at six
hundred y-rd- lt 200° and one aile at 220° from the Orange Combat Team perimeter.
Dive Lombers were directed om it but after the boab!.ng) the guns opened rapid fire
on the Orange perisster opposite Yalawbum and the vap mortars kept up an ever-
increasing rute of fire on the entire perimeter, Om@ oxpeeted an sttaek and
wap all set. Our nutomutic weapons were silent as were the Japs but mortars on
both sides kopt up & steady barrage,

A 171; hours a reinforoed campany followed hy another sompany im
line of skirmishers under cover of evarything the Jape osuld throw tried to oress
the river. Thare was much shouting of Bansal! burrender! Bemsai and a lot of
Japanese words as officers prodded the men forward and iphome cases led thfn.
waving swords. Not & shot was fired ty the Marsudsrs until ths £irst wave was
sbeut forty yards away and had reached the water. Then all hell broke leess frem
Aeross the river benk - mschine guns opened full mﬂ.‘, tomny gwas, BARs,
mortars, sverything that would fire was turned on the Japs. The river wms
suddenly full of bodies and still the Japs ocharged oa. he Barauders in the
face of blistering Jap mortar, artillery and machine gun fire kept ealm and fired
ti11 their gun barrels were red hot., It seemsd that the Japs had devided that
they must storm our position or die - and that 1z just what they did. Our meam )
wore waving their arms yslling, "Come and Eov some more of it, you yellow son-of-
a-bitehes!” "Tojo eats shit" eto.

The two beavy mechins guns low on the river bank swept the river with
murderous bands of fire. Corporal Zarl B, Kinsinger, gunner en %dnlonnl. and
Corporal Joassph de Orio were the gunoers, They fired five theusand rounds sash
in the sourse of the attack. Ammmition began running low and the Japs ocentinued
% attrok on the flanks, A rush eall for ammunition brought five smle leads
from Khaki Combat Team on the run, but bofore it arrived the sttasck ws broken
and dead Jeps were choking the shallow stream in froat of our position. “nief
Janis, w sniper, lay olose beside one of the mashine guns and pioked off eight
Japs who almost got within grenade~throwing range of the maehine gua pesitions,

§RC !‘/ EY
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Private John 0. Grosse, Jr. told the machime gumners where to fire
when the dirt started coming in on them from ricochets aimed at tinir pill dvox,
Bomeone said & Jup yelled, "Hoosevelt eats shiti”, In reply to & Marsuder whe
yelled, "Tojo eats shit!"™ Them the Merauder yelled bagk, "Tojo sats corned beef.
The Jep replied, "Bleanor eats powdersd eggsi”™

The spirit of the mem during the attack was awe-inspiring. They didn't
notisce the shelle v:hipiu by or the mortars exploding ia the perimeter., Some of
then etood up and shook their fists, imploring the Japs tc scwe on,'

After the atisek, artillery shelling started again but finally petered
out by 2200 hours. The third battaliun quistly svacuated their positions at
2400 hours and withdrew %o the Wesu Ge area, A number of the boys who were on
Ousdaleansl, W.w Georgis wnd the fighting in New Ouines said that 1% was the
heaviest attack they had ever seen aund that the Japs threw mors lsad at them than
they hud ever secn bsfors. In the attack We had seven mem wounded but mot ome
man killed. Af least four hundred Japs were killed, not eountimg those killed by
mortar fire beyond the river bank.

c The Jups had tried to get us to fire ocur sutomatie weapens all day bus
Major Lew knew what they wanted. ‘he Japs did mot fire theirs until the main
attlci: late in the afterncon. |

Sergeant Louie Oliver of Princeton, Kentueky, is a baokwoeds markemsn
and squirrel shooter who zhoots empty cartridges out of his platoon sergeant's
hand us & stunt. e fired only twenty seven shots with his M-l but suys he is
sure he got nine Japs. Another smiper who did a good Job 13 s 1ittle fellow by
the name of Pater Porty. His friends cuil him Pe40. fis hus been shot et b, his
own men because he looks like & Japanese, but he got several, he says, in the
big attack. He was shot in the shos. lis scok was torn but his foot was not
toushed.

* * » L4

Jap Shoe Prinmts

North Burma.l3 March 1044

L4, Wilsen's Invelligense and Reconnaissance Platoan advancing several
miles ahead of the main column saw fresh Jap shoeprints on the trail and s few
minutes later slipred up an & group of Japs sitting around & fire Just off the

trail about four miles morth of Iabauyang. “reeping up as olose as possible

before opening fire, they sompletely surprised the Japs killing feur audbme
/S
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 Burmese. The surviving Japs r'sn.-’ l.bludoni.ng mrythinz and c‘ronod the Tinkrung
River.

» * . L ]

Jeapanese Trail Bloek

North Burma-l4 iarch 1944.

The Red Combat Team led out towards Tabauysng aad fought elght engege-
ments in one and a helf miles. ZIhe Japs had two heavy maehiae guns, two light
maohine guny and several knee mortars. They used the ground well and their tasties
were astutely sdapted to the ground they were fighting over. The sountry was
rough and 1t would be easy to get lost within ten yards of the trail. Ihe Japs
probatly inew we had a supsrior forase, but, by pinniug our lead squad down, theam
throwing in knes mortar shells fast before we could support it, they sucossafully
stopped our advance. A few minutes later when our mortars went into aatica and
an enveloping foroe was sutting behind the Jap flanks end uﬁr, they moved bagk
8 few hundred yurds and dug in again,

Approxim‘boly one ocmpanybf Japansse was opersting against us on the
trail and ocur scouts reported that the Japs had brought up supplies from the Jambu
Bum ares, & fow miles to the wess, and that they had evasuated thirty weunded
during the night. Lt. Colomel William L. Osberns, Commander of the first battalien,
pulled the White Combat Team back to Gensh Marker 918 for the night and left the
ligd Combat Tesm in comtast with the Japs., As these delays would vitally affect
the sohedule of hig attaak near Shadusup, he decided %o out & srail around the
Japs the aext day even though the going would bs extremsly teugh,

L - . L4

Jeps Harass aa Alr Drop Field

Forth Burme-17 March 1944

Our patrols had losatsd some Japs in the ares near whers éhs battalion
was bivousced. Colonsl Osborne, smelling & rat, moved the battulion te ano they
louﬁon. At O730 hours the drop planes came over and as they started dropping,
the Japs opened up with mortar fire on the wivouns ares from lhi‘0h Colonel Osberne
had Just moved the battalion. The Jups withdrew before we éould got to theam,

No trail sould be found on which they could have escaped, s appyreantly oanly &
fow had cut their way through and then had withdrewm by the same route,
* ' * L | L]
Selest Your Air Drep Fleld Wita Oare

North Burma-l7 Mare® 1944 /4-
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The air drop was only partislly succesaful due to mearby hills and
the planes had to stay up pretty high. Consequently quite a lot of the grain,
which was free dropped, went over the hillside and wis lost. A mmber of pars
ohute loads algo went over the sidebf the hill but wers searched out and feund,

L J ] » L J

If You Mave Native Guides, Use Them

Borth Burme-20 tisreh 1944

The first bat:alion marched over diffioult trails to Nprews where our
lead platoon hit a Jap machine gun blooking the trail. We had one msn killed
and iwo wounded before the gun and crew were wiped out by mertar fire on their
Bloek. |

Nther Japs in the bleck spperently withdrew and our platoon moved
forwsrd in close pursuit. Thsse wers the first essualties thut we had suffered

that oould be trsced to language barriers. As we moved out of Jaiwe Ga with

Keohins scoompanying our lead seouts, ths Xachins started suttering some umiate!.-

1igible 1ingo - our interpreter was mot around sud the men tried to feed the
Kaghins or rive them oigarettes when they started jabbering. Actually they were
trying to tell us that the Japs had & bleck somowhere along the trail we were
then using but before our interpreter cams up, our sdvance soout san into the
Jap ambush. We were lusky only to lose ome man killed. If the Japphad waited
& few minutes more they gould have had a much bigger target. The men learnad s

lesson, and from then on whensver a Kashin had scmething to say we pot sm inter-

Pr'uro

» * * w

Cut Your Own Treil for Surprise ia the Jumgle

Horth Buma-22 Rarch 1944

¥o loft Hpsuohye Ga with Lt. Harry B. Coburns' plateon leading. About

four miles soutimest of Hpauohye Ga our land patrols hit a Jep ambush. We had

Il

one man killed and two wounded but not seriously enough to be evasuated. Continued

soutiwest on the trail and hit the same Japs who had withdrewn up the trail and

had put in enother blosk. It appeared that the Japs wers pulling a delaying astion

agein, 0 Lt, Coburn out down a stream bed for adout fowr miles outting a trail

w8t of ths way, The geimg was very tough tut progress was being mads,

Lt. Coturn's advanoe scouts smelled out & Jap block at a stresn jumotiom,

orept silently up en it and killed seven Japs resting near foxholes while the rest

/7.
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of the Japs ran into the jungle., Lt, Coburn tuok up the Jup position intast and
rosted his men. ihile resting in the Jap pesition, the Japs sume back im strength
end Lt, Coburn's platoon killed four :cre of them. A reconnaissanse down the
trall whioch led from the stresm junotion showed the Japs had a bloek with mashine
guns and & dug-in perimeter so L&, Coburn led his platoon down the river around
the block and lats in the aftermocn bivouaced along the river bamks. As the Japs
soemed to have blocks on all she trails in this ares, Golonel Osborne desided to
aut his own trail for he considered it extremsly important that we have as little
oontust with the enemy ag pouiblo from now on in order to gain the element of
gurprige at their objeotive,

L ] | ® *

A Regonnaissance in a Jap Comp

¥orth Burma«27 March 1944

‘Lt. Wilgon reported to limjor Joluson about 1400 hours that his Imtelligence

and Reoumnaissance platoon had reashed the lau Kawng River and that the Japs were

in that general area in sonsidersble mumbers, Many Japs were seen in bathiang:, °

snd further down the river svme were gremading fish. It appesred ta Lt. Kilsen

that there was a Jap camp on the other side of the river between the river and the
rtad, iisjor Johnsen ordered him to break up his unit inte two patrols - ons %o recen-
moiter down the Nem Xswng Xiver from the stream jumction with the Chengum River,

and 4he othor patrol to resconnciter up the river from thats junetion. Lt, Wilgon
persannlly led the patrol which reconnoitered the area north of the stream junstion,
After a careful investigation along the river bank he desided %o cress the fifty

yord wids river 'tlkinx one manwith hiu snd sttempt to get 4 better idea &e to the
size of the Jap camp ard the losaticu of their defenses, and also to find sut if the
dnr'm fordable. 5lippimg quietly nto the water avout two hundred yards up the
L% river from tbe Jap camp, Lt, Wilsom with & earbine amd Sergeant Perles Iintary
with a tommy pun held their weapons over their heads and waded aa repidly as pesaille
in the swift flowing streem., As they wuded up to their necks in the middle of the
sirean, » signal from the man left on the riverbank brought their attentien to an

' pmulm towards the bank which they were approachimg. Lt, BFilson and
Bergeant Tingary strained svery musele trying to resch soms bushes on the riverbank
vefore thse Jap patrol resshed the bank. ‘hey suscesded in orawling imt ths bushes

only « minute befors the patrol passed

/€.
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thex moving on to the water's edge and filling canteens, then departing by the rovls
they oams - much to the rellef of Lt. Wilson and Bit. Tintary. Cautiocusly peering
out of thae bushesg they wormed their way on the ground inte the Jap ocsmp, which wags
spread out in & woods betwson the river and the romd. They estimated that o eceuphny
at least was bivouu/ﬁd in the area tiat they were in and it appeared that there was
unother camp to the gouth, Finally crswling to ths read they found it undefended
and saw Japs oagually walking cn the opposite side. Working their way back to the
river by s different route they observed great stores of food and olothing in Lashas
and under canvas btents. Reaching the river they waded in and made thelr way acress
&s another Jap patrol resdhed the water's edye, bub apparently they didn't see them
only fifty yards yp the river.

» | * L] ﬁ'

The Fight at Shadusup

Horth Purme~28 March 1944

| At 2400 hours ajor Johnson waded the river at ths point where he had
deaided %o mmke the maln arvssing - a lone Jap sentry about ssventy five yards down
the river was walking up and down oxrrying a smudgy lantern. Setisfied that the
river could be forded, uUsjor Johnason returnsd to his Command Powt on the east bank.,
In the meantime Colonel Osborne ordered the ied Combat Team to cover the east bank
of the river, The Chinege 113th Regiment remmined bivouscked on a hill about a
aile northeast of the river in readiness to ecoupy the positions whem tha first
battalion pulled cut,

At 0300 with Lt, Philip i, Weld's platoun leading and Lt, Weld the
load man, the White Combat Team moved outb nilcnﬂy. and slowly waded acress the
river. By s.me gtroke of luok, vnot & Jap sentry wag encountered and the platooms
slipped into place before deylight. !edioc eontuct by SCR 300 and SCR 538 was
\n‘intaimd. Ag dawn began to break and little fires started to pop over the Jap
camp, the signal for the attack was ziven over the radie by Major Johnson. The
darauders swept through the Jap camp. Consternation and confusion do not half way
desoribs tho soene. Half dreassed Japs without guns ran smuck - sore with puns fired
widdly - the Marauders with bayonets and grenades killed many. The first Japs seen
were at s somi-permanont latrine and they broke and ran, shouting exoitedly. They
were mowed down by & tommy gunmsr, Lt. seredith Caldwell's platoon wes the first
5 reach the main road and they were hardly there befors a Jap trusk from Kamaing

onne up the road., Shres Japs in the oab started to jump when they sew four tomy

/9.
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guns alnmed at them but had no chanse as = seoond later, the cab was riddled,
The trusk proved te be loaded with Jap uniforms and underwear and with a few saaks
of rioce th;'m in, The trusk was & Jap copy of the Yord truek, medel 1935, The
Japs in the bivousa aresa by this time were in full slarm and were beginning to
offer some resigtance, The Harauders in the camp proper wore stoppin; %o eat the
oookod rice and figh which some of the Japs had left cooking on small fires and
were already ohmg1n£ $nto the now Jup underwear. The camp proved to he welle
supplied with puns, equipment and food but the Marauders didn't have time to
inspoot it as they had orders to diz In a porimeter on the main road, to block
all supplies from Xemaing to Shadusup and to withstand the insvitable scounter-
attack, which wasn't laong in ocoming.

| By OTO0 hours Jap snipers were firing at men dig ing and at anyone
walking on the road., Lt. Keld's platoon at the northern ond of the Jap osxp was
putting {n W$%@ur and were making an effort to orogs the river at the tep
of the V-bend when they were fired on by Japs. L%, Weld's platoon pulled back but
left two wounded on & ssndbar under heavy Jap wachine-gun fire., S5gt. Allan N,
Obercy looated one of the Jap achine zsuns aoross the river, then exposed himssl?f
by running up and down the riverbank to draw fire so ss to find the best place to
cross to get the wounded mem out. Bullets were landing six inohes behind him as
he ran, He then dirsoted mortar fire at the Jap mashine gun. A mortar platooa
leader ssw the plight of the mem on the sandbar end spotted the Jap guns - they
threw a barrage of H.E. light on the Japs, then some smoke and more H.Z. light
while Lt. Xeld and another man waded to the sandbar and brought back the twe
wounded, The main Jap telephone line paralleling the rosd was out by & man
throwing a shovel on a rope over the wire, pulling it down and cutting it.
Apparently the Marauder’'s attack had hit very olcse to the Jap artillery positions
for within two hours after the sitas:, the Japs epened up on the Hed Combat Team
on the east side of the river. Apparently the artillery was too close to fire en
the perimster dug on the road, but by mid-morning the Jap artillery, 150 mm. and
76 mm. were keeping up a stesdy barrege - later another battery of artillery
opensd up at point-blank range on the perimeter. The Japs were turnimg their
\&tmtion from the Chinese to the noxfth to the Marsauders who were threatening
their rear, The Chiness, taking advantage of this, attacked sontinucusly and
made good pregress towards Shadusup. |

By noon the Japs were attacking the poriseter from the morth buplere
20 \
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repulsed with heavy losses. At ubo;t 1300 they attaocked from the west under
‘brx_riﬂo artilliery support bus were out down by our machine guns by seores -
all afternoon attacks by one or two plutcons continued always from a dirtoro.nt
point and all at & great loss to ths Japs. During the night the artillery oon-
tinued to fire both on the Red Combat Team on the sast side of the river and the
Wnite Combat Temm on the aain road, Sounds of truoks unloading reinforcements
oould be heard all nig;zt - and the artillery was being moved also. We rctﬁmed.
their fire with heavy mortar concentrations on the road where they were mloading
troops {rom trucks on known poiitions they were defending. Our men in the peri-
moter wers s bit jittery and threw grenades at the slightest noise. The Japs

fired machine guns intermittently all night,

26 Margh 1044

uring the pre-damn hours, acvording to plan, the Chinese 1134k
Begiment moved in, platoon by platoon into the perimetsr astablished by the hite
Combat Team., “y 1000 hours, the move was oamplete and the White Combat Team had
moved up the Chengun Eiver about a mile to whers the Seagraves Hoapital Umit wag
lecated. Ihe Ohinese puk artillery opensd up an the Jap pesitions en the
morning of the 20&h,

Ine Japs were relatively quist,

. » - -

”Uing Howl"®
_North Durma~ld March 1944

As we approuched Pabum eur lewd scouts garrying red and btlus rags en
thelir caps as an identification sign falt very fortunate that they had them there
48 the Chinese have a habit of standinz elilently behind a tree wuntil you get about
ten feot away, then yelling "Halt!” or sowethin; tha. sounds like that in OChinese.
You look at the tree only to see a barrel pointing in yeur direstion and a fioger
on the trigger.

. A quisk "Ding How!™ ueually will do the trick but it makss you mighty
Sdunpy to pass a few of these rcliowu and fail to sew them umtil you have pagsed by,
then have them cluskle and call out "“inz How",

L L 4 - . *

Elephants Don't Like iules

North Burma-l7 March 1944

The Command Oroup and seoond battalion departed at 0730 hours snd 0530
for Tate Ga. 7Ths third battelion received aﬂl}u;o food drop here at 1000 and used

SYORETY
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olephants belenginmg to 0.8.8. to help clear the fleld. The slephants had to be
kept olear of the mules as their mutusl distrust of sach other oreated a sunieky
nmﬁm A7 either was driven cless to the other - so0 mules worked at one end of
the large field aud elephants st the other, '

After today we wers destined to have elephants near us practieally all
the time and the funny situstions which developed when asoidently they ran head on
into sach other fumished a great deal of humor for the camp. It waghot se fumny
to the Mahout sarried on the basck of the elsphant on the dead run through bamboe
groves and thiok jungle until the elephant figured he was safe. JXor was it funny
- %0 the nmulsakinners who were towed in the opposite direction and could be heard
swearing st a rate never belisved possible even for a muleskinner,

After a few almost disast"rous sxperiences, a system was worked out
whereby the mules or elephants were led a few yurds off the trail .separately and
faged so one spedias soulda'’t sew the other pass by, |

* » » -

Pight at Inkangahtawng

North Burma-24 March 1944

4n hour before dswn Colonel loGee's situstionm leoked like thig: hig
perimetor was dug in morth of the town wbout & quarter mile and about three to four
hamdred ysrds esst of the main road. His east flank rested om the river aovering
the oroesiny,

Shortly after demn thw Japs started moving about, Shey sould be heard
to the north, to the south and to the west. Colonsl MeOes sont two reinforged
Mlatoons out to envelep the village but they hit fortified positions to the rorth
and to- the south of the villaje and were rapidly becoming involved in & heavy sction,
Colonel iicGee ordered them back into the main periueter by radic. Lt, Hesssell D,
Witton, Platoon leadar of P Companmy vn the west flank of the perimdter, was attacked
hesvily from the roed steut 0700 hours. The Japs orept through the Kunai grass smd
sesned to assemble in amall groups atout fifty y.rd; from our perimeter; then there
was much shouting and loud talkinmg and you could hear them charging through the
underbrush straight for our perimeter, |

e had been mortared heavily for fifteem mimutes but now firing
slackensd as the enssy got oloser. All of a sudden you eould see ane man here,
another there, through the brugh., Then they burst upon us sbeut twsnty yards frem
our perimeter. Everbyody was oalsm. Then one shot rang out and the whole perimster
opened on them. Corporal James Philiips was onn tho sxtrens wost flank of the peri-

P2
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moter - the olosest man to the Japs., He saw three Japs - one hesding direatly
towards him yelling "Bunsai!” and waving & eword in one hand sad holding gfistol
in the other, Philiips fired a shot into the Jap at fiftesn yards but he kept
ooming, until his body was almost cut in two, Hig Eead fou.on the parspet of
Fhillips' foxhole. His sword was in two pieses, shot in two by the .45 oalibre
bullets. Phillips reachad for another magazine only to find all of them ompty.
Carrying s hand grenade with the pin flattensd so it would almost fall out, he
ren about ten yards to »is squad leader's fox hole, grabbed some ammmition and
ran back in & few minutes,

Thers wus only soattarsd rifle fire as he returnsd to his hole but
when he got buck, the Jup officer's sword, pistol aud pogketbook hamd disappeured,
Another Uarauder alzost fifteen yaris sway saw them and risked his 1ife dashing out
to plok them up. Such will we do for souvenirs. A few moments later another attask
hit the sume spot. This time Private Gerald A, Eryant, a Bromming Automatic
Rifleman, was firin; when his gun jammed and failed to eject. “ryant said he was
"eoared s hell” as the Japs were yelling like s thousand-tongued shorus and were
running in every direetion. Dropping his automatic rifle he threw three hand |
grenadea nvh.u assistant rifleman, Private Julun Bell, fired with his =1,
Bryant took his gum, ran to the rear snd knoeked the oupty cartridge out with a
olosning rod, slipped in another magasine, tested the gun and ran bask to his hole.

The Japs next attacksd the Plonser and Demolition platoon under Sergesns
Rilly from the North. He was attasked hard and often "or almost three hours but
repulsed each attask. Lt. Philip Piessia was badly wounded in one attask by wullets
in ‘tho' head and shrapnel inthe foot 'hile he was moving back to the battaliem Conmand
Post with {nformation he had gathered around the perimeter, He fell durisg the
hottest part of one attuock snd scmebody yslled for the medics.

Lt. Piassia yelled "Stay baok! 1'll orewl to you”. Corporal Iarry
Fosshine, & medis, ren back and got a stretcher and two men then ran to where Lt,
Piassia was lying, Llisregarding his ém safety, Fosshine drag ed him into the
psrimster, bandaged his wounds and sent him to the rear on & litter,

At 0830 huurs the Japs opened up with another artillery batiery at
very close range. "It sounded like & dunl purpose anti-aircraft and anti-tank gun,
1% was really bad bsoause you heard twe oxplosions almcst us one. The Japs by now
were throwing u continusl artillery and morter barrage in the porimeter., Re
answered with mortars but felt the nced for artil lery support greatly, Coleoamel
MoGee salled for fighter bombers in a (-I radic messege to Osnerel lerrill, Withis

}3:
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two hours the first planes wers overhead and they tock & terrible tell on the Japs
s they bombed and strafed the snemy positicns as directed by owr afr liaison
officers over the air ground radic. They strefed the artillery from 1030 hours unti}
1830 hours and Golonel WeGes took this chance %0 get all his aaimals except ammumitisn
trains acrogs the Mogaung River two ﬂgrunymg for ovasuation to dlwmraw,

The Japs had attasked from north, south and west almnat eontinucusly
from Q700 hours this werning and oaly cne Jap had got inte the perimeter, He
stuck his bayonet imto s ¥arsuder's foxhols and the Marsuder grabbed the exd of 1t
as he couldn't got his own gun up fast onough, then jumped out of his hole twisting
and turning the rifle with the Jap on the other emdi. A Browning Autamatie Rifleman
in ;bhe next foxhole trisd to shoct the Jap but he eouldn't fire without hitting the
Marsuder who hupponod to be & big man, FKith a sudden lureh the Jap dropped the gum
end ran toward his perimster and the Biil man got his chance, lie mowed him dowm
before he had taken ten steps.

In the afterncon the Japs slipped ns close to the river as they sould
and attucikced from the south. They hit Lt, iobert Shearer's plutoon hard under a
heavy mortar and machine gun burrsge {ollowing & heavy artillery barrage. They
were repulsed but the sound of truoks unloading indieated they we. e getting feinforce-
wents. Colonel MoGee had orders not to ret aut off under any cirocumnstanses and had
rsceived & zoasage from Colonel Hunter that a batiallion of Japs appeared to be
®oving north frem Kemaing. By this tinme his ammmitiom supply was low and the use-
fulness of oontinuing the blook was lsssensd by the slow Chinese advance on Shadusup
so he decided to withdraw under fighter cover (to keep down the artillery) at 1630,

This was wcoomplished successfully and the seoond battalion pulled
through, Khaki holding the kridgehead on the Hogaung Kiver, and murched into
Kgahgshtawng where they bivouacked for the night, Befors pulling out Colonel MaGes
sent two platoons shosd to bloek all trails to the east and booby trapped everything
in the perimeter., A ocount showed that cur cmsusltisce were two killed and twelve
wounded and the Japanese known dead ran to over two hundred, The Japs mads sizteen
separate charges on our perizeter with a platoon or more of troops each time,

. . . .

Xachin-.amerioan Cambat Patrols

North Burma-35 Mareh 1944

At 1800 hours a XKachin woman came rumnimg into the village in & state

of great sxeitement, Zingtawng ¥aw, the zuerilla leader, talked with her. &he
2Y.
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1d hin that soms soldlers had jumped from the trail and torn her basket off ber
Wk as she was walkinp from the paddy field to the village. ling sent threu of
is xnﬁhin ,ﬁ!;ﬂﬁt“l}}lal to mvo;tigsh. They returned fifteen ninutas later with the
sport that abt;ét four hundred yards down the trail, they heurd volces thut mirht
# Chinese °f JtMco and saw two gun varrels stioking out of the bushes a few teoﬁ
trom the trali'l’. Zing took a party oonsisting of ten :achins, Captain Jones, Lt,.
Bigsine m two U,Ps. to investigate. Before leaving, Caneral Werrill warned us to
be mi‘:‘/o/thdy ‘wore mot Chinnse before we fired. Zingtawng Naw, the greatest gusrilla
Mr i Burme, the man who is reputed tc have kiiled mere Japanese than any other

I

’m India or Burma was leading the patrol, HNe sarried a tommy gup with a drum

W

[

-ngim and his barefooted guornlu curried everything from U.D, guns to wussle

Mcm.

i

; Filing out in single file withcut & Qound. the colum soved sbout two
hmldm;d yards before it stopped, and then Zing went into aotionm, Quietly he indi.
/ﬁlﬁd from a diagram drawn on the ground that he wanted three of them to s11p around
ﬁo t.ha rear of the place the Japs or Chinese wers supposed tc be loomted. He
ye-Lad off another group of three to ;0 around the othor side. Than he motioned to
the i&chin who gaw the zuns to lead ths way down the trail., %e meved slowly and
sautiously, every eye alert and every ear cocked for a gound that would tell us
nmtﬁ&ng. I heard a slight rustle in tho underbrush to the right and swumg oy gun
around :‘».‘1\:0 look fago to face with & water buffalo. At least five people had that
b'urttloh‘\povorod. Crouching oloss to the ground, psering imto eash bush, wekoved
down « dm then up over a little knoll. 7n the other side of this knoll, our lead
scout c.ﬁ, back to tell 7ing the guns wers just over the crest of the knoll shead of
us and thn\t the Chinese or Japanese were still there, ‘
1'0 orept closer sad could hear u twig snap and oscagionally s voice but
1t was quii’ti:a dark by now and it was fmpossible to identify the voices as Japs or
Chinese. zing docitod that in view of the diffficulty of f{dentifying them in the dark
and the !‘w‘h that we couldn't get closer to them without getting in 'heir fleld of
fire, thut: he would leave four men to watch them., W%e were to come baok et dawm »
surrgund t&na and have ocur Jup interpreter with us to find out if they were Japsnese,
As we roturn.d to Nhpusm fGa wa laft most of the Xachins to Llook the trall between
the \unkno'm onsxy snd our Commend Post at Fhpum Ue,
1t was dark when we reuched Nhpum Oa &t 2000 hours. ie found that anethar

women and hér amall child were w rking in that same paddy field whore the first woman

3 ] 3‘5“
hed been, and thas they SBECHRET
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m nbt returned., ¥#e spont s tense nijht and just vefores dawn the next morning,
hho_umo patrq,l woved out in the sacwe furmution to surround the unknown poople and
deal »ith thox;x agoording to plan, The taantical plan was the same, Finally we got
to the plage we had stopped the night bufore and orept slewly forward, At the crest
of the knpll where the guns could be seen the night before, there wes nothing to de
ss2n, Not a sound was heard, IZing astarted one of hisg guerillas down the trail te
attesot attention, butunot a sound was forthooming. ‘he man walkéd into the position
ogoupied ’the night before snd signalled us forwmrd, Our perty closed from four
sldes oﬁ an empty trap,

They had pulled out an hour before we yot there., I thought Zin: was going
to ‘m/n the scouts he had left to watch them when they told hix the Japs, as they
proved to be, had milled about and got awsy before they ocould oull him. Ihere were
two machine gun emplacemsats and Japanese cigarette paskagss seattersed slout,
;8.7;1*11 « 26 oaliber rounds, scraps of coocked ysms and about five bivousc areas where
at leagt ten men eaah ulopﬁ during the aight marked t.ho place.

Jap shoe prints could be found on the soft muddy trail leading towards
the river 20 we oontinued in thet -irection for two miles to no svail, Aii the
paddy field wo found the woman's Jacket und ¢ germent belongimg to the ohild whieh
the woman's husband identified., 4 bagha at the paddy field was turn up and the floers
raised, Apparently the Japs were hundry eacd were sesrching for food., Ihey were
traced to the river where they turned south,

As we had no foroe aveileble at lhpum (e to follow them, we retwned to
Nhpum Ca mnd reported to Comoral Merrill., He notified Cronge Conmbat T,am to Le on
ths lookout for them.

General Merrill's Command Post was lucky that wo didn't hit those Jups
fer therc was at least one platoon aund Kuchin reports later proved a . oompany
was in that mrea. We had about fif'teen Kachins and eichteen Harsudsrs at fhpum at
that time ani no machine guns or mortars. The Jups upparently didn't know we were
snywhers near thom. The w.man and child were cever heard from again Lut were ie-
lieved to huve been taken for guldes by the Japaunese or possibly killed.

. * » »

Emith and Weston P&trol_AJetbon

Nerth Burma~27 larch 1944

Lt. Logam K, Weston, Orange Inteliizencghnd Resonnaissance platnon leader

and Lt, Warren R, Smith, Leader of the fourth platoon of L Company, led their units
26
FZCLET
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in & patrol astion best deseribed iu their own brisf report to Colomsl Mwmter at
Aushe on 27 lnnhc

On the 34th of March st 1100 hours Lt. Neston'sintelligemoe and Recomnaissance
platoon prooseding frem Mugpin to Packua to install rced blooks on all trails south
of Packum, to be in place by 1300 hours. ,.

1145 houry Lt. Suith's rifle platoon procesding from Menpin to Warong to
establish read bloaks qn the Warong-Tatbum trail. '

1300 hours Lt. Veston's platoon took up positions to bloek trail by
aabush of any ensmy procesding north on Kemaing-Packum wrail,

1730 hours Lt, Smith's platoon took up positions with Lt. Nesten's as he
wag unable % reash Wyorong that night,
25th Maroh-1148 hours Lt. Baith's plateon arrived in Narong and established aa
ambush to blook all trails up from Tatbum towards Viarong. .

1410 hours. Bstimate thirty Wips hit Lt. Weston's ambush en the Wereag-
Peolaum trail. vhnln Nips killed, one knes mortar knocked out, five of our animals
wounded by mortar fire. Lt. Woston, the fighting pressher, had & Barrow essape -
o Inee mortar ehell landed four fest from him., It was a 44,

1430 hours. Lt. Smith received a message from soouts that three large
groups of enemy coming up trail from Tatbum towards Warcng. Order of -wroh was
one hundred followed by two hundred, followed by one humdred and fifty.
86th larch 1020 hours. A reinforved platoon of Japs hit Puckum treil smbush, wers
completely surprised. Inowm dead twenty eight, one knee mortar knceked out, one
mule losded with pack artillery killed. A dog with lead soouts of Japs pointed ¥
one of our positions. (M@)

1025. Approximatsly one hundred Japs were completely surprised en the
Tatbus ambush, known killed sighteen, one kmee mortar knveked owt.

1030 hours. On Tathun treil Nips withirew to small valley. We laid s
mortar bYarrage on them. Losses .mknown,

1115 hours. Main bedy ef Japs startsd an eavelopmmt of our flanks on
both trails by passing our ambushes. |

1130 hours. Both of ocur ambushws withdrewn up Srail towards Aushe,
During withdrewdl, Japs hit our right flank, Browning Automatis Rifles weant imbo
aotion oovering withdrawel.

1218 hours. Arrived at Aushe, set up perimeter.
27th Nareh 0930 hours. Our battalion arrived at Aushe relieving me. Amniting

further orders. 27.
SBCRET
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wdmmm&l
North Dursa-28 Marsh 1944

Atmw:MMtl‘mm.hmlmn;mtalwmtrdlh
FNapun Gn ens nile north of Aushe pulled out followed closely by the Blus Cembat
Tean of the sesond battalion. At 0630 hours the ssconjbattaliem perimeter at Auche
-mlhum»mhotdihmunmmsptrihofmmnnurﬁn;u
they prepared to move towards Nhpum Gm, Battalion Hesdquarbers followed by the
Gmﬁoﬁﬁh—mnnlymmupmmuoutormmmhuduplu
dmunhuﬂuluwhhr.alehuthumry-ththogrm,

The Jap artiliery had opened on them from the vicinity of Waromg, The
MhMuthmwmwﬁuri;htdmmuhtﬂght
on the nerth edge of the village. A moment later two mere esme whistling over a
34t4ke oloser, This time the colmm got up and started moving faster.

Gslemel MsGee ordered the PFioneer snd Demolition platoon and a mashine gun
Patoen §o eover the withdrawal and he rediced on his 30X 300 to the Blwe Gombat
mmummmmm-mupmy. Just as the tail of the
Oreen Sosbat Team eolwmm eleared the outakirts of Aushe, & shell burst olose by
wunding one man annd several animals.

The Jups Mad met got their barrage on the trail « and them all hell breke
lesss. They threw a stesdy steesm of shells inte the ares. One shell made a
direct hit on a heavily loeaded infantryman and he was blewn 0 bits., Another shell
hit & tres and the shragmel hit several men. Fortumately nome were injured sericusly.
These men were physieally tired. Ihey had marched seventy miles in three duys,
made ome Mundred and elght river srossings, fought off sixbeen separate Jep charges
sid had been soaking wet all the time.

, Now they were saught ia a place ne eccmmmnder sver wants to be csught in.
an sriillery mnn;m s withdrawal and the Japs apparently were getting
sbhaervation to adjust fire on the trail although our rear guard hed not seen s Jap
so far, |

Oslemel MeGee radiced the Xhaki Combat Tean to move as rapidly as possidle
nﬁdmmeaht!.-uuuptcmnumoout‘mtmﬂdﬁnﬂ\n
some cover., The trail frem Aushe %0 Mhpum Ga §s two and ome half miles of hard
elimbing. The Wwrail was sliek as ghuss and ankle deep in mud, Animals slipped and
foll, had %o be mlonded %0 got them on their fedd, them releaded. It takes a
brave man %0 do that duriag a shelling but it was done several times,

WQM&'M‘;W&% fasver®; them a littlie later

SX0RET



’3

S8RCRETY

Sgain "Move faster”. Nen were prastisally naming wp hill - falling te the
growd euly when & shell burst oless % thim. The word pedsed up the iine -
Nedien and riding horses % the rear. Some men becans exited at that., Then
maullhrnnrh&nr&ﬂo;lnﬂonwmniwcorammro—
™ fall to the rear. hnunmukyhurpummthmmm-m
atteoking. They didn's stop te think that they had heard no rifle ner mmehine
mfm.nwmwmmMMnnmm.

mmmmnumm-um-qmmmu.w
meﬁtmmMor&-tmxmxulp-rwnmwwma
by and not eee & man ten feet from the trail, Brave decds becams the arder of
Ws day - one medie heard there aizht have bees & wunded mea left by & tree
MM“M-Mnuﬁmnunmmrmulﬂimahrn.nuhg
Out and ssarahing for the fellew. |

Heo found hin dead boside the trail.

Mnmwhukhfomdm&ormlhpwm-imhdtm
oalf of his log miesing and a humk out of his arn. Calmly biading his wownds,
M put the wounded san on the horse and led hiam eut. The rear guard fellowed
ﬁ.ul-nmummm-uuma'tmw:mutm'
shelling searshed right up the trail. .

* L L L4

Digging in Under Fire

mmm 1944
When Colomel MeGee resched Mipum Gn, Genoral Nerrill ordersd him te
hold Mhpum with his battalion while the third battalion built and beld the air
strip ot Ksmmshingyang, two and one half miles further morth, Regimental
Headquarters would be at Hesmshingyan whers all wounded were o be evasuated.
As they talked, lajor Bernard Rogeff, second dattalien surgecn;, quiekly
004 up su aid statien In fremt of a bashe mear the center of Mapum Ga. Alresdy
tmorﬂuMWmmthlxmnmnmu(mw
thelr wownds sad gave them morphine, MeJor Bogoff, ome of the coolest mea under
fire I ever saw, ealuly started on the most serious eases and sm orderly lime
of patiwnts was soon getting plassa aud deing moved to & mere quiet plase on the
odge of e village ammiting evaowmation. A member of paychomsurvsis eases were
ooming in now, One man, a g burly follew with & Smmy gun, was shaking vislently
all ever, toars stresming down his face, BHe sried, "Najor, I'sm not sfraid, dems
sxei;r
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llﬂlll!’
1% I %all you, I'm mot afraid - I Just ean't stop shaking.”

Others in warse shape Jusped and soresmed ench time a shell went off sad
the ahell s wore getting sloser all the time, The swoond battalion eolum
cana up the hill into Mhpum Ga on the rum, smormmnu‘mmm
to speak; others were oarrying wounded or holding them on horses, One man
passed out as he reashed the aid station, With all the confusion end terror of
& shelling that you ars unable to oombat, the vast majority of the men, despite
averything, hnnnmm;m;nng their jobs., It was those men who gquiekly
vhipped the top of the hill at Khpum into a veritable fortress that was destined
% withhold two weeks of all the Japs ceuld dish out,

Colomel Melee salled hisz combdet team conmmadars together, They mede o
quiak reconnaissanse of the hill and desided the rough boundaries for the
perimeter. Them Colonsl MoGee sent word %o his rear guard at Xawri to hold there
mntil forsed to withdraw and then to bdeoby trap the trail. They replied they
hed already used up all their prepared bLooby traps between Auche and Xauri but
wore improvising.

The viilage of Mhpum Ga sits atop & mountain bus is also surrounded by
nife-11ke mountains on the sast and ssutheast. Yo the morth the ridge comtimues
W and down for one half mile, then there is a gradual desoent to Esamshingysng
%0 the south, It is down hill 800 yards, then up hill 800 yards to Xauri to
the south, dut thers s a high hill nesr Xauri, to ths east there is a sharp
desline gut by numerous ridges lesding te the river about ome nile sway,

The perimeter had to bs in about a figurs eight to hwld the high growmd
and to hold the water hols at the bettom of a 1ittle hill, the other side of
which 4% would be douddful if we sould old. The division of the perimster
roughly developed imto Blus Combet Team taking from 90° ve 220° sand Green
Genbet Tgem taking the rest. (8ve diagrem of Oempeny and Platoon pesiticas).
Colomel Mofee quiekly saw that his Aiffieulty was going to be to hold with ems
bettalien all af the perimeter he had to hold in erder %o have a strong position
and he worked te remedy this for the next few deys. The Combat Teams made
their e regeanaissance and Yy 1030 hours, the sutire battalion was digging in
their position as the adove diagrem shows,

In the mesntine Oeneral Nerrill whe had heen siek for s fow days under
& doster’s eure was practieally sarried $o his Commmnd Mast at Hsamshingyang.

The situation lecked better, kmmmm(wucmﬁictrum

defense
Wmmmnﬁtdinm-m“l
aow aly strip ot 0.
SBCRBY
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of the strip empesting an attask or at least a shelliing, for we ware "within®
renge of the Jap gums, A% 1700 hours Genersl Merrill suddemly became very siek
and the dooter advised thut he Do evasuated to the Twemtieth Gensral Nospital
for exsnmination, Ne, however, said he would not ge until every wounded men was
out and then only for an examination, Colcasl Munter advised Genersl Stilwell
of the situation and & redic message emme right bask "Evacuats General MNerrill
at earliest possidble mement thought safe”. The Gansral would mot go howsver
as wounded fram the seeand bastalion wore still waiting for evwsuatioa.

At Kauri the rear guard of the seoond battalien was still holding at
1530 hours. However adout 1348 hours the Japs bzgan shelling Kauri heavily and
our patrols were hit by overwhelming mumhers of Japeasse on all sides and at
1400 hours, the Japs started a genersl attask on the perimeter of the rear guard
shieh sotually was no more than a heavy trail blosk. The rear guard withdrew
munramummmmpummnummmm.bm
The Plonser aad Demelitien platecn lesder reported that he belisved the daps bhad
a reinforeesd datialien meving morth. At 1800 hours the men were still digging
in, slearing fire lanes and getiing overything set for the expested atteck. At
1008 dours the Japs opened with & hard artillery anjghertar sencentrstion right
in the perimeter and a few mements later, they attecked the first pleatesn of
E Coapany whieh held the extreme southera point of the perimeter. They were
repulsed with lesses. Cur morters opened up now and the obsesrver seon had o
barrage on the Jap ounsceatration aress to the seuth alemg the trail. The astask
was not heavy unmnduutor attacks -~ it mnhtoqhhly of feeling ont
our perimster -~ fimding owr automatio weapums end mmting for a seft spet, We
used rifie and taamy gwns mainly - und waited to sve what the dap would de,

All night the Japs kept threwing san cosasional merwar or artillery shell
in the perimster - apparently to keep us swake., The men were so physically
sxhausted however that they $oek sdvantage of each lull %o cateh a little slesp.
Most of the men dug two-men foxholes and ons man slept standing or sisting wp
wilie the other remained on guard.

L L & .

Borth Bumma-39 Marsh 1944
A% Xhpun Ga where the second battalion 1is dug in the Jap artillery
opened at daylight and aertar fire opend o fow mimutes later. At 0800 howrs
uapwmw”umu}:mmmmmbm
SECRSFT?T
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were repulsed with losses. A% 1000 hours and 1500 hours thay repsated e
seme prooedure expept the atiacks cane from the southwest and dus south, 7The
Japs meved very claose %o our psrineter on the south and west flanks and all dey
they eculd be plainly heard moving ‘about and proparing for an satisck. Hewsver
‘&t nightfall they pulled bagk aid started digging. One of our soouts found a
note on & dead Jap whish read, “Cook ries at 2100 hours at Warong and bring wp
% forward troops”. .

Apparently the Japs were feeding dwioh like the Chinese do - that 1s, their
sooks prepare rise for a platoen or company, roll it in dalls, wrap it in bensns
leaves and earry it in baskets slung on & panboo pole right up to the freat lime,

* . L] [

/ ¥aohin Ambush

Wreh 1944
AS Rsemshingyang the air strip was so muddy, only a fow planes were

eble o lend, No contact with the Japs was made t0 the east or to the south
towards Yhpum On but to the scuthwest one of our Xechin patrols reported the
Jsps were setive and that Japs were seen one half mile seuthwest of the air
strip. Pather #tuart said the XZachin patrels bad the,.Japs really confused with
the variety of their ambushes. |

The Japs have boen smbushed by Ksehins many times using panjis or
sbarpened stisks on the side of the trail to impale them whan they rum te the
flanks to envelop the Keshins. The enemy got wise o the way the Ischins set
wnrmummmm.pmwubm. Agogordingly & few days
age near Warong when the Xashins smbushed a Jap patrol, the Jdaps dida't run
ih.nmnummmz«nmm«ﬂummummmum
opened heavy fire on the Kaghins. 7The Kashins wure forced te withdraw due %o
superior fire power. The next day ths sams ambush was laid further wp the Sreil
and the Japs kit 1t « hit the ground azd opened fire.

™he Kachins withdrew, firimg cesasional shots as thay filtered up the
tpall., The Japs thinkingz the Xashins had completely withdrawn, got up and pro-
sseded down the trail, but when they zot a few feet, & Bren gun opsned on them
fyom the rear, Now it 1s the Japs' next move in the battle of ambush,

L L J L4 »
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m-“%mnﬁauumnm. Emurmpatmlsroundﬁuttho
Jsphnddngiaonhizhgnwntterﬂnmhr)»lanwlcthhm:nin
mortaring, At 0800 hours the artillery started again, This time it moomed
very oloss -~ prebably from Kauri, one thousand yards SwaAy or possibly from
only twe am'ahlf miles amay, |

Following the barrage the Japs atiacked from the emst and the northeast
and wore repulsed. Our 60 mm, nertars wore wozth thelr weight in zold now, Owp
uﬂmlquuco'.nghtmmrmtormhpmmwmymm
frem sur perimeter sad they hit their holes with a tree burst memy a tims. The
Bﬁmwhnﬂnthrclonw&m.gmmmmwwlym
ﬁmuu.m,mumymn-utuammumnm e used
tholﬂ'oimmtho.hpaavwmrlrodthmutm;qunhortum&yﬂu
yards with good resuits, ( Hve?) o o

. .. » .
and Trail

loﬂhr&-lmu“

AtmmMymcnmmtzmmmmmumaw
wm.dmmmm.nl day. The Japs withdrew again ~ but showed
more determination to hold grownd. Xheir seleotion of ground to defend was cxoel-
lent, It appsared that o Jap officer kept m distenss behind the fromt troops
marking emplecements for sutomstio wespons. ' The daps used & slover S-shaped trail
blmuihlubuonmmmm-MuMdﬂNcnuﬂuumuyM
up and down the trail, A:‘nﬂﬂmmhmluhm'mmu
Some were seattered baock aleng the trail. mdap:tMywmmm

e hit us in the ‘lenk,

¥ isade the inte a
Sergeants Boy K. mtevmato, o Nigel Japanese interpreter, proved isvaluadle
to the sesemd Yattalien during this siege at Mapum Ga. He and otier Nisei inter.

SECRET
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13

proters were plased at strategio points sreund the perimster where they eculd
hear the Japsnsse talking and shouting befere sn attack, snd frequemily wers
able 0 give us a little wming of what they were geing to de,

Wthmumuu_tm”hﬂuhppmmqwt
and saiped at Japs, He listened to them talk and seoured informatien. He usually
returned Just hefore demm. last night howsver he returned about 2300 hours and
reported to Lt. Biward A, Melogan that the Japs were guing o abtempt %o eut off
& part of the perimster that Lt. Mologan was cooupying. Lt. Molegan's peri-
aster stusk way out on a nose of groumd that sleped dewn hill. It was diffiouls
% defend byt 50 far they had held it malnly becauss they wanted to demy . he
Gefilade 1t would effer the Japs if we pulled back to the erest of the little
ridge.

Sergeant Matswmntc said the Jpp plan was to oresp up as olose as possible
te the perimeter defore dewm, then rush the 1ittls nose, which about twenty men
were holding., Lt. Nelogan figured that it might bde possible to give them & swr-
prize. He desided W pull his msm back to the orest of the ridge, consentrate
Somxy gwns snd BARs aleng thet side of the ries, boody twmp the foxholes they
wore leaviag and let the Japs attack the nose of ground, taks it and thez be
wmnihilated by his eutematis weapons.

AS &awm overybody was set. Sergesat Mtsumate Was in & two mam foxhole
overlosking the nose of ground with a tumy gun. Suddenly there were shouts of
Bansail Death te the Ausriesns! Diel Bangai! and a hail of hand grenades
hit arouwnd the nose of ground as a reinforeed platecn sweps up the hill, A
moamnt later they wers stiacking beyemets in fexheles, firing wildly, shouting
and gremading everything that lecked 1ike a g enplasemsnt, |
' Twoir subden secupation of the mose started them. Thay charged wp the
hill, sn officer leading them earrying s sword (which later proved wo be a
besuty), Lt. Nologen held his fire till they got within fiftesn yards of his
porimster. Them tommy gwms, Broming sutomatic rifles, grenades - everything -
opened ot onse. The Japs were falling like flleS. Ansther platoon or part of
s plateen was follewing the firet platoon and they started hitting the ground -
Junping in our besdy trapped foxholes. Then Sergeent Matswssto shouted in
Jupamese "Charge! Chargel” and they sharged. Thirty mimstes latver fifwy
four dead dodies were sounted en that slepe imeluding twe offisers

Sergeant Natmumate Lecams a legsndary sharaster svernight.

. « 7 o .
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Attack on & Jap Strongpetnt
Borth Durma~4 1944 '
¥ajor Lew, the Commander of the Orangs Combat Team, had the follewing

plan of attask: A, 1530 his Ploneer and Demelitliom platecn would move down the
east nide of the mountain to the valley below and have a sham battle mmong them-
selves. Carbines, whiseh sound something like an Arisaka, would represent the
enmmy while tomay guns and H.ls would méﬂmt the Marauders. It was hopsd that
%o commotion would draw Jap sttention and mortar fire while his main attzek

moved along the trall, |

\ thn Zrout wes only ome hundred and fifty yurds wide. It oonsisted merely
of % top of & lemg ridge with the Japs on one ond and the Maraudars on the other,
Major Lew's mortars wers set up to lay down a close in barrage with 81 sm. heavy
smemition to try to- psnetfate some of the Jap pillbozmes and aleo beosuse the

E.B. 1ight would be hitting too olose to our own front lime troops. Captain Bureh,
M&; Officer of the agssul t sompany making the attack, was employinmg three
plateons in a U-shaped formaticn. The bottom of the U would bs his oenter plateom
with the twe flamk positions esheloned cut as eless up to the Jap pesition as
pessitle. Colonel Beaeh, the Third Battalion Comvander, planned to have his air
liaison efficer direot the planes om the Jspiltrcng points for f£iftesn minutes of
bombing and strafing and then open vith the artillery at poimt blank range. At
the sans time his mortars were to pulverie the closed in positions, At & sigeal
aver the radin, the artiliery and mortsrs would aease firing and Burch's company
would rush the Jap pesitions befors they could recovur from the shook of the
artillery barrage. Then we would do the same thing over again, ounsolidating |
after eash attack. ‘ |

At 1600 hours Khaki Combat Team informed Colomel Munber that they were
engaged with the Japs and were temporarily pimned down by mortsr and mashine gua
fire.

At 1530 the ruse fight at the bottom of the valley to our weat get wnder
way. It sounded real snd five mimutes later the Japs started thwowing wortar fire
in Wt direction. A§ 1845 the planes wers oirsling and Lt. Paulscn was directing
them on to & target not more than one hundred emd fifty yards in front of our freamt
1ine. They made seversl passes from east to west snd at 1585 they strafed amd
bembed the tarzet, ‘At 1608 our artillery opened up at point blank ranre and the
mertars fellewed in & momant. What happened next omn best be teld from the &0 300
redis nst that was wsed to astually direct the attack, The force comanders weres

35
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ToMA - Lt. Golamel Charles E. Baach, CO, third babialion.
LUKE - Lt. Colemel Geerge A. Moles, Jr., 0O, seoond dattalien (surrownded
| in Migus Ga, one mile seuth of third dattalion).
LAR - Najor Lewrsuse L. Lew, CO, Orangs Combat Teen.
. BOSTON ~ iajor Bdwin J. Briggs, €0, Khaki Combat Team,
. PURGE - Captain Claremse 0. Burch, 00 of company making the assault.
| (He was with center platoon),
M - Lt, Thesdore T. Ghamelas, (0 of Bureh's right flank platodn.
/) VI < Lt. Vietor Weingartner, CO of Tureh's left £lauk platoon.

/ "Low from Yuma, Lew from Yusa - scms in Yuma”
"Law %0 Ivmeego ahead Yuma"
/ Lew from Tuma-the 'fatboys' (artillery) will ocpem at 1600-your mortars
/n 1608 and the jump-off your desision~Rojor on that”
/ "1808-Tuma from Lew-come in Yuma"
"Tuna S0 Lowege ahead lew"
'!hurmm-tu'tnbon'mmxdnghouuthmpnlmn
thcrlghtmpootthnml-;dinathitnnm-aﬁmtmhothr-mn
the fasboys’ utmtmmmmmmmummnorm
mmﬁﬁr;otthmmﬁairhrrag-upthslopcofthhlu-nuopnm
%o push off"
"Lew from Yums ~ Roger Roger"™
Lew to. Bureh « come in Buroh”
Burch to Lew ~ go aheand Lew"
"Lew to Burch ~ shove off Bey and good luwek”
"Bureh to Lew ~ Roger cn that ~ Boger”
"Burch t%0 Tom ~ enme in Tom”
"Tom to Burch « go ahead Buroh”
"Bureh %0 Tom « shove off and de sure tc cover that 1ittle draw om
your right with at least one squad” |
“fom to Bureh « Roger on that - the Japs are rumning from that pililbex
e my froat - our suipers got cne sure and lobbed a 60 mm. or twe on them «
believe W got some more”
"Bureh %o Vie - gsoms in Vie"
"Vio to Bureh - go ahead Bureh®
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"Burah %8 Vie «~ did you hear wy message to Tom? ~ same applied % you -

shove off mand kesp your eyes opsn for eagh ethor"

"Buroh from Vie - Bager - 1 undorctuxd you"
"Barch %0 lew ~ oome in Lew"
"Lew %o Bureh - go ahead Burch"
"Bureh to Low - have shoved off - am now moving my Commeand Post forward
with ocenter platoon « no ensmy firing yet
"L;w to Bureh - Roger on that - aud alose in fast"
(:’ "Yuma from Boston - come in Yuma"
"Boston from Yums - go ahead Boston”
"Yums from Doston - have Luke fire three rounds of 60 mm. twe Mrod
yords due wlt of porimeter - I am cloze but ocan't loeate him"
"Boston frem Yuma - Bogor on that®
"Yuma to Luke - some in Luke™
"Luke %o Yuma ~ I hesard Boston eand will fire in three minutee = Japs are
pressing us from the north - esk the bosbers to drop & few and steafe four hundred
yards north of Fhpum on that little ridgel
v "Lukes frum Yum - Heger on that”

‘ (A separate radic net worked the plunes and Yuma resched over and tald
kis m linigon offieer what he wanted. The air lisisom offleer gave the planes
mrhud the target)

' "Zom from Burch - owme in Ton”

! "Burah from Tom ~ go shesd Bureh® _

3 Wmmwwmdapnammllmmm:émmthonqu"
mp.r the wrail - can you throw some rifle grensdes on them?"

' "Burch from Tem - we just threw thres hand grenades - I dom't belleve

o
'

Yaose Japs are throwing tham - I'11 tell Bill (aquad leader) te wateh out - we're
;Alj;aontw the orest of the hill so don't fire on us”
| "I frem Bureh -~ Hoger old boy"

"Bureh frem Lew - gome in Buroh"

"Lew frem Bureh - o ahead Low”

"Bureh from Lew - yowr hfenmiamr-rmmouu-hmm
moving out s0 move that flank up fast”

"Low from Bureh - Roger on that” .

“lew %0 Tiga ~ cume in Yuma®

"fuma %0 lew « go ahead Lew" 29

SREORRET



. 1 ,
SECRET 3

Lew to Yums ~ how about that mortar Mtimi’ ~ wo need pome 81 baddy”

"Low from Yuma - ije sup.ly train is passing my Comssnd Post now - will ,
be with you in a ainute® | /

"Yuma frum iew -« Roger on that - iogererer”

"Burgh from Tom ~ oome in Buroh"

*Ton from Bureh - go shead Tom"

"Burek from Tom - we're over the top of the ridge oa our way down - three
pill boxes are blown t¢ hell ~ bloody Jap uniforms all over the plmé und one Hembu
maohine gun blown up « looks as if the Japs are in strength on next hill - we're
drawing inagsourste asall sarms fire and a little knee mortar - put scme 'fthbo#'

m that Aill but us but be damn sure it's on the hill?
! "Toa from Yuma ~ Roger on those 'fatboys’' = good work fellew - k-ep going"

"Surah frem Lew - are you on the trail yet"

"Low from Burch - we are ons hundred purds past the trail - there ate
ne Japs on the esst side of the trall ~ Japs Nave woved out of thelr positicns -
will de at top of :411 in {ive minutes!

*Tumh % Lew ~ come in Low"

"Low to Yuma » go ahead Yuma

"Lew from Yums -~ have you moved anything up to egcupy the ground you
have taken”

"Yuma from Lew - 1 am moving & platoor up now - how about the ground we
ave leaving”

"Lew from Yuma ~ 0.K. - I'll ocoupy it with 'nul‘;khmort"

"Boston from Yumh « ocoms in Boaton"

"Tuma from Beatdn ~ gu ahead Yuma"

"Bostom from Yums - you are caming in 3 x § (poor radiv reasption) -
have you osnteoted Luke yet!N

"Yuma from Boston -~ we've hit Jap perimeter -~ they heve machine gun
sovering this area - san't ged at tuem with mortars - am trying rifle grenades nowe
leeks like I may de held up here"

"Bosten from Yuma « tell Luke to put pre.sure on that spet - if noceasary
Wy further south”

"Tume frem bostom - Reger on that -~ it's getting dark down here « we'll
start digeing in soon*

"Bursh {rom Tom « some in Bureh”

“Tom from Pureh « go ahead Tom" Py

S§BORAXET : /
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"gurch frem Tom ~ I am pinnod down by heavy mashine gua fire from west
side of hill - artillisry is hitting too high oa hill %o do any good - my flame
thrower is way round om my right flank trying to knook that gun but d-ubt if he ean
gt close enough - am geing %o pull up to & little knoll ahead and dig in as it's
almost dark”

"Tom from Burch -~ good work - we may be able to help you whon we zet oud
mrhrl set up~ 1 .pee that maohine gun - keger em digging in"

"Burh to Lew - eome in Lew"

"Lew w Burch = I heard Tem ~ over"

"Bureh t0 Lew - I am held up by a position on the mext hill - like the
positions we jJuat took - belleve we'll have to0 have Ghoas 'fatboys’ in closs sgain -
it's almost dark - I am reorganising wd digging in."

"Lew to Bureh - fine work - I sm eoming up with the supply train now"

"Burch te Yums ~ have one and one - one killed « one wounded that :
kaow of” |

"Tuma to Bureh - semd hin right back « we'll notify a plame to stand by"

"Yusma from Burch - Lew hit by Jep mniper - suggest you come drn ut.
onse -~ cur perimeter is set up and we're digging in”

"Bureh froa !m"; « Hoger - am en my way"

[ ] L4 L L]

Jap Night Attaek

North Burwe~8 April 1944

About aidnight at ¥hpum Ga there was a little noise in the Jap perimster
to f‘our west, BSergeant Matsumato slid quietly out of his foxhole and moved slowly
Wrd. the Jap lines where he eould hear the voices a little plainer. He returmed
‘h"tha porimeter with the nwws thet he believed the Japs were gesting r«dy to
attecks A heavy rain had juss fallen for abuut twenty minutes and the water still
dripped fram the trees and bamboo overhead. Our perimeter was strong om the west
fIank and there was very iittle W do sxeept alert the men and wait,

Suddenly at 0200 hours the Jape attacked ~ rushing madly towards the
mmm A wave of hand grenades went cut to moet them but some Japs setually
reached the perimeter and were kilied by tommy gumners. One Jap fell dead in the

foxhole of & man he never saw, The startled iarsuder hadn't seen the Jap either
as hs wap fasing the other way, The slightest movemsnt drew fire and even though
~ ¥he Jops were repulsed, net & man slept for fear a wounded Jap lay olose eneugh to

e 37 e .

the perimster to shoot or threw a greaude,
»
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North Buraa Fight of 7 april 1944

At 0830 hours we zerced in our artiilery, » battery of four heavy maohine

guas, a batbory of four 81 mm. mortars using H.7. heavy. ¥e pinpointed these thirty
yards in front of ocur emn trcmpa. Thd\we serced in a battery of 81 mm. mortars for
E.B. 1ight about twe humdred yards in front of our position and finally gzerved hl
a bntory of four 60 mam. mortars firing for three hundred Yards along the main |
trail u)/iah ws the Ja unese supply route,

At P00 hours the set up for attack was the same we hud used on the 4th,

Gur eommuniocation sot up was & little dif erent. Te had scund powered
wire to ench of the two flank platoons - radio net from eoqmny commanders, combat
tean commanders, battalion commanders and also for nertars,

Bound powered wire to the forward artillery cbservar was usod part ér
o time. The rust of the time he used 5CL 300. Flares wers to Le used only for
&R emergmnay - red for atop firing - green for 1ift firing. |

The plan was to use a one hundred roumd artillery barrage at Jap strong
points thirty yards ahesd, follewin; s dive bombing and strafing attack. Use of
the H.K. heavy at the same point was simultanecus; ¥H.E, light shootiny from twe
bundred yards out and working back towards ourgwn perimeter, 60 mm, mortars to
fire at & medium rate along the Jap supply routs.

After a fifteen minute artillery barrage and seven Mh 81 mm. mortar
rolling barrage, the attack was to jump off under heavy machine pun support,

A% 0930 hours the attask went off examctly as plammed, In the firgt
attack we only gained f£ifty yards but by adjusting the barrages on to Jap strong
points the total advance for the day was three Mmdred .yards,

Three of the dead Japs feund alomg the trail wore using lel riflos and
ane Jap was wearing O.i. Jungle boots.

The Japs got saart after the first barrage and ran dback up the trail
£A%y or sixty yards to prepered positions - then when the barruge was 1iften, they
ran bagk to their weapens aud openod fire. Our lead scouts noted this and af'ter
the next artillery barrage they picked off four running back t¢ their runs,

Urange Cambat Team fired the following ammunition in todsy's attaoks

Asunds Irpe
1320 8l mm, H.B. uw
210 81 sm. H.R, huv;
L 7 ¢ 80 mm, ‘
36 78 .
18,000 30 oalider machine gun

SECREY?
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The Japs take elothing eff their dead. They must be short of el¢thing,
Mmmugammwmmrmmauum;w
spots for stromg points - net low ground s: they somotimes did in the Soutimest

S e Xl
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/,/ : Don't T ke the Same Route Twioe
Yorth Burma - 18 April 1944
/ At ¥hpum Oa patrvl estions continue in all direotions. A patgol from the

/

£irat battalion got witiin sght o a Sormer Jap artilisry pesition at Kauwri and
:mv pilef of empty shell cases. Bofore they could get to the position, a few
;. Jups showed up with a Hambu,

A few hours luter another patrol made the nistake of takimg the sewe route
the first patrol hed used to investizate the enemy position. The Japs ambushed
“mm - muag sn offieer sud wounding an euligted man, This taught the
_mm.hmmt ﬁykuu. Wt let alips - Naver use the same reute
twiee.

* * . L

Always Go Armed When Flying
mws_m 1944
mumﬁn at lhp-.h remuing the same, At 1600 hours an L=b with
mmwwmm%m.m Sergeant Aoker was acting s
artillery chssrver for our twe gun battery whish was preparing to fire on Jap

positions at Ksuri, As the plane gained altitude % oross a high ridge west of

the air strip, it tewshed a tree mnd creaked wp. One hundred men searched the
area for the plane. It was found abeut 1700 hours,

Sergeant Acker wus painfully ingured and the pilot was dead. u'mltm
mﬂloturhmtmnm;-mmymdmudmomhby
firing o revesal their pesitien. Colomel Munter gave sn order thas in the future
" all Galshad persomnel would carry a gun when flying.

.t * _ L4 L
Oloss Ordeybrill in the Jmgle
Jorth Burma - 20 April 1944

The third batmlion had been in the fromt lines for two weeks solid fighting
They had suffered a number of easunlties amang officers snd nonwccamissiomed offiger
To whip thom baek inte the best fighting trim, Oclonel Munter erdsred them out of

8}208!;/
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ths line, gave them extra rations, soms new clething and shoss and ordered that
they have a full fisld inspection and ome hour of closs order drill the mext day.

L L L L)
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