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2€TH INFANTRY DIVISION BRIEF DIARY X (‘.;\§ NN
Kov ;944: Cceptured MOYENVIC AKD VIC sur SEILLE. The 328th Inf
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attacked 0700 following a thirty(30) minute artillery preparation.
Cleared. BEZANNGE le PETITE:and;NONCOURT.
| | SEILLE; River, Bridge
9 “ov' 1944: At"ogoofnourgfrésk;Fobco A crossed at- LOYENVIC And:

attecked in the direction of MORVILLE ~nd EANPONT. Cleared

MORVILLE under heavy artillery fire, advanced to the hgih ground
northeast of HAXPONT. 104th Inf cleared twoethirds of CHATEAU
SELINS.

10 Nov 1944: The 10lst and 104th Inf Regts continued the attack
against medium resistance. CHATEAU SALIKS was captured. 4th
Armored- Division: passed: through.. '

il‘ﬁOV“1944:5 Counterattack: by”llth: Panzer:r Division:on.the lst Bn:

104th’ Inf at®* RODALRE’ brioken by~anrtillery-and direct fire from..

E attached AA Batthlion. HALBOUDANGE wCODS, OB.ECK, and high ground
) ; east of HAMPONT secured.
334 Battalion 328tk Infantry and 3d Battalion 1Clst Infantry began
cleering KOECKING WOODS. .

i

| 101st Infantry, plus Task Force B, plus 3d Battalion 328th Infantry
._x§t§gghed) protected division right flank and: mopped.up vicinity
" of H111. 210, |

’l?‘Nov 1944;i 104th Infarmtry, with CC#,-agygnced glowly to the(north

- east against heavy resistance., At 1500 hours, Jd4 Battalion 104th:

Infantry received violent counteresttack of infentry supported by

tanks. 328th Infantry cleared XOECKING FOREST, met resistance

vic EZRANGE PLRM.
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' Feirly cy..pTekensive _gterisl em wizter fig.tizg agaizat stTOng
i~ jefenses in wi1ly, weested ¢auztTT. Co-sista - essly of pattalicn iater=
f,, - Tievws, wkici :;stes'.a‘cicau.y grace daily enerations. dawn te cs.rales.
s S A geed desl of cetzil ef varieus seall-unit candats iz wesds and villazes.

- %“ T Interviowd T&ESS

| o5ta Inf Div asst G- 16

;rf";v - : 1018t I=L Regt S-3% - 15

i 236 Bn 1015t Iof - Sa3, Ceuun 0, Surgeen 16

zs3 Bn 10ls8% Iat co, S-3 24

[ Ce I 101st Inf Plat Ldr, CO Ce 11

! Ce K 10lst nt Plat Lix 5

b -3 3o 104th. InS S-1, Opns Sgt 11

¥ =rd En 1042 Int ¢co : 11l

z2gte ol Regt S=3 8

15% 3n 328tk Int co, S=3 5

224 Ba 328t Inf s-3, Bz O, Co. Ce G 13

2=3 3n 323%a Int S<3 w7
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528th Infantry attacked 0700 hours preceded by a

20

21, Nov: 1944

-ZZ‘Nov 1944:

thirty minute artillery preparation on DIEUZE. Met heavy re-

sistances Secured! KERPRICH - GUESBESTROFF line.
Infantry’ Regiments. continued, attack agalnst heavy resiastance
but: failed to take*BOURGALSTROPF &nds; BEKESTROFFL
MOV'1944: z28th Infantry supported by 5lst AIB and 76lst Tank
Battalion, attacked DIEUZE, seized the town without opposition,
secured the high ground north of DIEUZE. 10lat Infantry broke
through to TORCHVILLE and LCHR. 104th Infantry claered ZZlES~
mporT and MARIMONT: and advanced. to MONTDIDIER.
lpé;ﬁ~1hﬁap§r$*aq¢§§d;&ONTQ;D;;R;and:positibns:ovene

lookinng;$§§TROEﬁhm ThetSZBt@ﬁInignttif(mbtbrtzbdgimpved,to:

'szzna;rorvaneaztack;on:uuNSTtR;sndeOﬂsxrth; Advance. of.

lolst Infantry on” INSVILIER was: impeded. by flooded condition off
RODE River.’ -
104th Infantry adyanded slowly agalnst-heavy resistance

‘secured high ground southeast of ALEEST?O“F The 10lst Infantry

. begsn clearance of FENETRANGE WOODS north of SAAR canal. 328th
Infantry re~ched MNUN3ITER.
2% yov 1944: Division makes élow”prdgress in entire zone. 104th

24 Nov 1944:-

25 Yov 1G544:

Infantry- clears ALBESTROFF:
Divisionzreadjusts.poa}fionsgand;construct; bridgeé for.-
supplf routes.

101at Iafentry clears BOIS de BONYE FOHTAINNE. Clears
VIRTUSVIILIER sgainst heavy resistance, gSecures high ground

ove*lcokinc ALTUILIZR. 328th Infentry secures high ground vic

CoNSKIRCH. 104th Inf pinched out by 326th end elements of the

35th Infantry Divisdcn.- 5
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vas held sbreast farm by fire from pillbox emplacements and
heavy automatic weapons fire. The 10lst Infantry attacked un-
successfully against ST MIDARD. Received heavy concentration:
of direct artillery fire from the southeast. 24 Cavalry moved
up to HILL 310 and relieved the 101st Infantry.

13 Nowm 1944: Division attack slowing down.
34 Battalion, 104th Infantry, on north flank of division counter-
attacked by heavy infantry and armor attack. o28th Infentry
meeting heavy resistance in KOECKING WOODS. '

14 Nov 1944: Division attacke& with little progress. 104th Inf
holding the line on CONTHIL - LIDREZING road. 101st Infantry
in reserve. o928th Infanzry attacking, three pattallions abreast),

making progress in the KOECKING WOODS.

15 Nov 1944: 104th Infantry boldlng positions. 328th Infantry

oroke defensive positiohs along'lateral.road through KOECKING

FOREST. 10lst Infantry, with agsistance of 2d cavalry, put

patrols into MARSAL and HARAUCOURT.

16 Nov 1944: 104th Infantry nolding positicns. 328th Infantry

completed elearance of KOECKING woODS. 24 cavalry occupled
without opposition JUVELIZE, LEZAY, LEY, BLAKCEGLISE, HILL 257
(Q2118). ] I |

17 Hov'1944: 26th Infantry Divialon regrouoed;Iébok p?sitions on
“IR prepared te attack the GUEBLING = B_LdstOFF,line. The 24
cavalry cleared MULCEI and EAUT de la” CROIX.

18 lov 1944: 26th Infentry Division attaczéd 03800 hours p“eﬂeeded
by thirty minute counter=battery fire and thirty ninute artillery
preparation. 101st and 104th Tnfantry Regiments gavenced esainst
heevy resistance but penetratea ensny MLI.

{ 13-4 gt
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26 Nov 1944 pPositions reorganized for atteck 2geinst permanent
entrenc.vents and fortifications extending across divislon zone
from FONSEIRCH to ALTWILLER. 101st Infentry patrolling south
flenk on SAAR Canale

27 Nov 1944:-_10153'znfantryAsepured ALTWEILLZR. GCompany 328th
Infantry broke defenses of HONSKIRCH.

5 Nov 1944: ~ivision advanced withoﬁt rgsistance. 104th Infantry
occupied GUEBLANGZ, VENTZVILIZR, STEINBACH.

0g Nov 1944: 10lst Infantry occupied BISSERT. 101st Infantry re-
lieved by 328th Infantry. Moved to wOLFKIRCEEN in preparation
to launching attack 1in conjunction with sth Armored Division to
seize SAARE~UNION. 328th Infantry and 104th Infantry defended
and patrolled. '

3Q Nov 1944 Division made plans and reccnnalssance for attack on
SAARE=UNIONe.

1 pec 1944: iOlst’Inrantry attacking south of SALRE-UNIOK. I Company
sntered the town but withdrew for night security. 104th Infantry
noved to WQLEKIRCEEN to support 10lst Infentry. S28th Infantry
neld its pesitlons. i ’

2 pec 1944: 1lst Battalion 10lst Infantry, supported by 8 pbattalion
of the 104th Infantry cle ared and occupied SAAPE-UNION. 101st
Infantry out the escape routes from SAARE-UNION to the east.

3 Dec 1944: 26th Infantry DIV outposting SAARE-UNION, Received
counter attack at sAAHE#UNION.

4 Dec 1944: . 101st Infantry moved to O"RIING:I behind the 4&h

Armcred Divisione. 328th Infantry securecd nerth flank of civision

sbove SL!/RE=-UNION.
Eh

5 Dec 1S44: 328th and 104th Infantry Regiments passed throug *n the
' - 4 -
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12 Dec 1944y 328th Infantry attacking with 346th Infantry for Gernan

| - -
~ ~

the 10lst Infantry to positions for an assault on lNaginot forst
et WITTRING and ACEEN.

S5 and 6'Dect19443%- preperations for{attack on Maginot linew.

7 Dec' 19447 Artilm!ry~preparation; air atteck, end patrolling a=

 gainst:Uazinot’ £orLE. .

g8 /Dac’ 19442* 104th Inféntry. seiz’eda four NMaglnot: fortsr at: ACHEN«
328th Infantry unsuccessfully attacked laginot forts at WITTRING .«
(4th nrmored Division on right flank relieved by 1l2th Armored Di-
vision)e. ‘ '

9 pec 1944: 328th Infantry completed capture of WITTRING forts.
pivision, sdvanced: 0. GROS. REDERCHING and vig of, BOIS.BPU
szatntrhﬁantry~rece;ved-countara&tack ‘from BOIS BRUCKEN. lOlst

.In;antry, relieved by one: Regiment of the 87th lnfom try: Divislion,
began: mov.ement’ to METZ-

lgnil Dec. 1944 104th and. 528th: Infantry: Regiments attacked. to
slesr the S0IS BRUCKEN. 346th Infantry, 87th Infsntry Division,

relieved 104th Infantry during eventinge.

border. 1lst Battalion 328th Inf met heavy resistance but crossed
bbrder, 347th Infantry relleved 328th Infantry that eveninge

-26th Infantry Divisioﬁ'began;mevememt'toymérz;
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17 zanuary 1645

LORRAINE CAMPAIGN

o6th Infantry Divis icn
(5 OCtober*1944'tq,15 Decemuer 1944)

" one first elements of the 26th Infantry DIV arrived at ¥OEVILLE

( Y on S october 1944. Msin elements movea from VALOGNES ( )

by way of FONTAINSLEAU ( ) and srrived in the vicinity of HOEVILLE

on 10 Cctober. (See map.) on 12 -October, the Division of ficially took

over commana of ‘the sector ‘which was then held by cbe 4th trmored Dive.

At that time, the 101st snd 104th Infantry Regiments were with the Divi-

gion.

The month of Qctober was apent in defensive warfare. Llnes were

at:ai;héened ana units in the line were relieved by new units of the

Division. oOn 15 Octover, the 326th Infantry Regt was relieved from
attachment to the goth Infantry Div and moved to REZANGE LA GRANDE

( ) where 1t was placed under command of the 26ta infentry Dive.

patrolling by the 42nd Ccavalry sS4 on 20 October peyond the Divi-
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sionts Main Line of Resistance resulted in local night sﬁins of 2000

yardésobzthefDLVLSIOnﬁé south flanke.

_ on 22 October. the 104thaand, 101st Infantry Regts attacked and
setzed high' ground’ between BEZANGE ( )y and**ONCOURT™ (v1913). There
wzs a change of sectors between the 104th and 328th %egts on 24 october.

The remelnder of the menth waa spent 1in rellieving and relocating troops

on the =wain Line of Resistancse.

The first seven days of November vere sccupled with defensive

action gimilar ‘to that of. October. aAdaitionsal traininzg was carr;eu op,

{ncluding sggcial work with £lame» throwers..
on- B”Novembérvat 0600: the»26th.Iafantry" Div*participate&-‘n tae-

largesA llied4of;ensive begun. 1nzthat~montnw- Rnecsedea\by.aztillgryl

-prepangtipns.of Division and Corps Artillery, the- 104th Infentry Regt

aqvanced.rapialy‘towardAVIC SUR'SEILLE (v1120)y. The 101st attacked

toward MOYENVIC (v1320), anu'ihe'328th jumped off at 0720 ana clesared

BEZANGE LA PETITE (v1715) -and MONCOURT (V1913)

The 2nd cavalry GP protected the right Llank ot tne Divislon.

"and the 26tn Teconnalssance Tp.screened’the left flank ana maintained

contact with tpe 35th,Infantry pive.
4 Jﬁn the first day-of thefdrivel oanof~theaoutstandinggactions of:

This.iwas: tha . capture~ of MOYENVIC and‘Hillnle'

P

the campaign took places.

( )« Capt John 0. Dickerson;. 5—3, related that: ZnQ;Bn-lOlst&Ihfan-n'

i - ———— a7

junpea off at 080800 after a tremendaous artillery prnﬂaratio",

tr; efu
and scvanced across spen ground. The companies were in column, &, &,

%, snc ¥, heaéine north toward MOVENVIC. The estinéted enemy holalng
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‘peen blown and the remainqer-oi the compAny crossing in th

the town was of batnélion,strengtn. Enemy fire consisted of smell

arms, mortars, and six 75-mnts.

mhe town was~envelopea ‘at first. Co 5 moved airsctly'into the

town from the south, efter wntch Co F moveu around to the left (west)

and swam the SEILLE aiver; CoO = movea around the town €2 the rizht

(east), with some of the elements uaing 8 foot oridge which nad not

e river.

sefore the town was cleered (at 082130)~co = on the rizht anc co

® on the left attacked qill 310 ( ) This nill was the southwest

extenslion of a long riage which was nela oy the nermans. H1ll 310 was

teken at 090930, out the enemy still hela.around tn the nor*neast which

axtended into ‘the FORET DE BRIDS =T DE F.OECKING.

on 10 November, the 1018t and 104th,1nfantry pegts continued the

attack ana met only medium'resistance during the clearing of CHATZAT

SALINS (vog25). On tne 12th the 101st Infantry Regt S

(v1924). Om the 16th BLANCHE-EGLISE (v2222), JUVELEIZZ (veo18), LEZZY

(v1€17) and LEY (v2015) wepe secured. on the 7R 4AUT DE L& CROWN (

ond WUTCEY (v2123) were gaken.
on the 18th the formation was: 10lst Tnfantry Regt'on»the left,

104th on the right, and the 328tk in reserve.<~0n the 19th the 328th

secured KEPPRICE (v2325), GU”NWATROV" (V2425) and. GUTBESTROFF (ves26) -

on the 20th the 101st and the 3rd En of the: 328th seized HOPC""‘"I'Tc

(vsssaj end 81 prisoners by & aight attack. On the following day the

104th seized worTDIDIZER (v3237)

ecurec =7T. wETARD

and the 326%th advanced on wniSTER (v3935).

e
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ctnity of OERMINGEN

T

On the 26th theyDivision tookK. up & defensive’position temporerily, from
FONSEIACE (v4é38) tor ALTWILLER' (V4437), end on.the next day the 10lst
occupiea,tne,latten,town whilsCor C of,the”SQBthztookﬁthe former.

"on’ thel 28tha- the - 10lst~occuniau BOTS” LE. FREIWALD: the 104th. took.

GTESLANGE ( )y DEZNTZVILLER ( ), AND XTRYILLER (V445°9). du the
ogtn tne 1l0lst took BISSERT ( Y. On the 30th of November, the final
plans for the ettzck on SARRE UNION { ) oy the 101st were made.

nn 1 December at 0900, the 26th infantry Div attacked northeast to
seize SARRT UVION« Heavyftanks,vamxillery; and. morter [ire were usaed.
At dusk,. elements. of the sra.an?oﬂ’tneyldlst'ggtqned”ﬁgp;tgyn; but werer

forced‘to~withdraw~to tne*high sround'to*tﬂe“south‘ oﬁ*thQHZﬁd;Lthaa

lo4tq onvthaxloft and® the: 10lat: on’ thes right: took R IVSDoPﬂ'(A } dnd.
SAARﬁERDEN‘( Yo on- ther 4th: SARRE. UNION was, cleerad..

on S December, the 10lst and 104tk geized OERMINGEN ( Y,
;VOﬁLLERINGEN ( | ) SCHOPPERTEN ( ), KESPASTEL ( ), and HER=

BITZEZIM ( ~)e The pivision's galns on this aay were greater ther

f~» any otner-single’day'a operations since the LORRAINE CAMFAIGN had

pegun.

on 6 December, the MrGINTO linq»of fortscwas reached ana WITTRING

( y, and KATHAUSEN. ( )_werewentered; The- IOlst was in the vie

on the»?th:tno~1015$‘took§ETTING ( ), ana the
328th took SCHLOSSWALD and “THLENWALD woods. On the 8th ACHEN ( )
and forte in the vACINOT LIXNE were seized by the 104th after a thiry

minute artillery preparatlion, and straifing oy the 405th and 3482na

{gnter Zomdeer croups. The 328th was then at LT GR&ND BOIZ.
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(For the MOYENVIC story see Capt John 0. Dickerson,

-t

on the 10th the 101st moved to ¥ETZ ( ); the 326th cleared BOIS
DE BLIES. BRUCHREN ( ) was. not cleared due to heavy tank and infantry
fire. On the llth, the 104th was relieved by the 346th of the &7th Infan="’

try Div. On the 13th, the 87th assumed command of the 26th Div's zone.

rote No l. outstanding smaller unitgections were at MOYERVIC, GUEZ#
1,ING, SARRE uNIoN, and the river crogsings of the SAREE River. Principle
units involved were the 2nd. 2n 10lst, 3pd Bn 10lst, and 3ra Bn 104th.

e-3, 2nd 3n 101st.)

Note No. 2. Phases. of the 26th Infantry Division's.action in the

- LORRAINZE CA'PLIGN werev

12 Qct - COmmandhchangeAand.training. _
22-25'00t“-‘Attack,launchedfwith 1imitea objective to straizhten lines.

8 Nov - Big attack and continued push.

LN
.

15 Nov = 4th Armored Div units which had been attached to and jumped ==—==¢

off behing the 26th, went oack to their Division and, at DIEUZZ(V 2524),

took up & zons of the right flank of the 26th Infantry Div.

06-30 Nov Preparation for the SARRE UNION attacke.
1 Deec = Jump off for SARFE TNION.

5 Dec - Greatest ngingle day advance.”

~

capt James C. Popham, Asst G=3; caspt John °2 Dickerson,

sources -
————— Asat G"So

Interviewer - 15t Lt wm. J. Dunkerley.

pate of Interview - 11 January 1945. . i

wap Reference = GSGS 4416=-1:100,000.
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17 January 1945

LORRAIKE CAMPAIGN

25tb. nf antTy Siwic Yo
(5 october 1944 e 13 December 1544)

The~ffbé£-eleméntsvaf'tne ogth Iafantry DLV arrived at. HOEVILLE.

( y on 5 october'1944. pMain elements moved.fro3 yazoaNes® ( Y

Aby way of FONT AINBLEAU ( ) and arrived in the vicinity of HOEVILLE

~.on ;O'OQtober. (see map.) On 12 Octooer, the Division officially took

over comimand of the sector which was then neld -by the .4th Armored Div.

At that time, the lOlst and 104%th Inxentry Regiments were with the Divi-
sion. |

The =onth ot’October was- spent in dazansive‘wanfard.. Lines, were’

stralghtenedvanu-units in the:line werse- relieved by new units. of, the:

" pivisicn. On 15 October, the 328th Infantry Regt was reljieved from

attachment to the §0th Infentry Div and moved to BEZANGE LA GRANDE

( ) where 1t was placed under command of the 26tn Infantry Div.

Pétr\ by the 4¢2nd Cavalry sq on 20 pctnder beyond the Tivi-

-1l =
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_.tne campaign took place.

alonts ¥aln Line® of Reslistance resulted in 1ocal night gains of 2000

yards on the Division's south flenke:
n 22 Octobér the 1C4thsand 101st Inrantry Regts attacked and
There.

seized high ground¢batieen BEZANGE' ( ) and '‘ONCOURT (V1913).

wss a changs of sectors bestween the 104th and 328th Regts on 24 October.

The'remainder.or the month was spent in relieving and relocating troops

on the =aln rine of Resistanch.
7he first geven days of November were occupled with defensive

action aimilsar to that of october. Additional traininzg was carried on,

includling special. work with flame throwera._
on 8 Noveaber at 0600 the 26th Infantry Div partialpgted in the

lar~e Allied ofrensive begun in tnat monthe. preceedsd DY artillery

preparations of. Division and Corps Artillery, the 104th Infantry Hegt

aavanced.rapldly coward VIC SUR SEILLE (v1120). The 10lst attacked

toward MOYENVIC (v1320), and. the 328th jumped off at 0720 and cleared

BZZANGE LA PETITE (V1715) and.MONCOURT (V1913).

The'2nd\0ava1ry Gp protactad the rignt flank of the Divislion

and tne'zstn Reconnalssance TP acreened the left rlank and meintained

econtact with the 55th InfantTy Dive.
on the first day of the drive, one of the outstanding actions of
phis. was the .capture of ¥OYENVIC and g1l 310

capt John O. pickerson, 3 §=3, relatesd that ond Bn 101lst Infan-

at 080800 after s tremendous artillery preparntion,

( ° e

try Regt Jumped off

end gavenced @cross open ground. The companles were in coluz=n, G, E,

The aatimeted enec=y holaing

r, end E, neading sorth Loward MOTZXVIC

-2 -




the town wes Of pegoellion strength. LEnemy.rire consisted of small

L . -
&rusy-:crtﬂrs;)enu gix TO3-mm'se

mne town wWes enveloped 3t first. CO 5’ moved aifectly tnto the o

town LroT tnemsou,H, after wkieht Co. F moved. around €9 :he-left (west)

and Swem uh cr1LLT Rivers co T moved arouqq tne town tO tbe rizht

(enst), \.t1 sama of the elements using a foot bridge which nad not

peen -Dicwn erd the renaiuder of the eompary crossing in the rivere

cefore the town was cleared (8t Qg2130) <o ¥ on the ri-nt and Co

u

® on the left, attagkgd‘g}};,alq ( }. This hill was the southwest

qm&en;aon;of a\long*riage*wnitndwms:hgig;py"thdrnerﬁanuﬁv Qill 310 was

raker: at. CF0H30, 2U5. she cnemy\stillrhe 14t ppAldg. v ‘tWe. northeast vhich
extendad. . b the. FGRET DT BRIDE =7 ‘TE {OECKING

¢a 10 %wovembdeT) the 10lst and 104th infantny Pects cantinued the

attacx and @ et only medium’ reaistance during-the clear*n~ of CHATEAU’ .

SALINS (V0925). on the 12th the 1Clst Inrantr* Regt securec s7T. "”“ARD

(V19°4) an the 1léth 2 3T ANCHE-EGLISE (v2222), JU VV.E 2% (v2018), LEZEY

(v1817) and roy (ve20ls) werse sacured. On the 17th HAUT D= * A CROM (. )

. ané wwrcsY (.2123) uero'taken.

on the 18th the formation was:‘lOlst'Infantry Regt on the leflt,

" Jogun onEhen rtcht, and the:328%R. tn, reseryes. On ther19th the: 326th.

sem—red yTEPRICE (V2325), GU"?N‘"ATROFF’ (V24251 end:GUESESTROFE: (¥25269) .
on the Z0tn the 10lst and the 3rd Bn of thes328thmseized HoRcﬁEVILLEQ
(v3534) end 81 prisoners by & night attack. On the following daj the

104th geized wCNTDIDIEZR (v3237) and tpe 325th advanced on wrmaTER (V3E35) . |
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UNIT: 25th Infentry pivision

PE2ICD: 8 Nov = 12 Dec 1944

LCTION: LORRAINE Campelign ' e
SOURCE: Najor Wiliem R Porter, Asst G=3 '

o714 CE AND DATE CF INTEZRVIEW: PRACHATICE, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 14 June 1945
MAPS: ’1/100,000, Central Europe, Skeet sagrbrucken '

INTSRVIZWER: Lt Monroe Ludden

INTTRVIEW made with maps and reccrds.

-

NOT=: The Divisicn After Action Reperts fer the period of the Lorraine

Cempaign are very brief amd sketchy. Due to the time that was elapsed

~ gince the action, 1t was difficult to find pecple who had been in the

canpaign or remembered the action or" the command problems in &any detell,
and thnse-cOntactod bocams confused. in trying to pin down ths actlon. The

© 1nterviews follcwing in t+1is volumn must Dbe axamined carefully egainst

the division records.

The action of the 26th Inf Div during the campaizn was closely
armd Dive The 4th Armé Div had two separate perlods
of commitment, through and ahead of, the 26th 1nf Dive It can be presuned
that coordination between the two units 'was an important part of the
action, but at this late date the detalls of the coordination wers not
cleer either in the Zinds. of the infantTy of the 4th Armd Div when they
were later contacted. generally, the two anits had high respect for each
' other, but in the reports =mede listle reference to the otner unit.
puring the September battles for CHATEAU SALINS the 4th
armd Civ hsd worked into this area as far es BIEUZE, after a heavy tank

8o tank duel with the 1llth Pz Div, the 4th had withdrawn back to lines

anchored in the BZZANGE woods and extending to the southeast to the RHINE
csnal in the vicinity of LAGARDE (245105) . '

The 26th Inf Div took -ower these lines from the 4th Armd
piv on 5 October. This was X4 first battle commitment for the 3tk Div

and 1t took up positions similar to the ones held by the Divisions in

world wor I when during the last period of the War it made sn assault on
ths von Hindenberg Line defending DIEUZE. ;

NOT= e
tied irn with the 4th

puring the static peridd before the attack the 26th Div

gzve battle {noculation to all its units by rotating them Iin the defense

1ine. A4 number of 1i 1ted objective stteacks were mede to l=mprove the

positicns reld olong the plateau overlooking the 52
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‘prapid marching fire attacke

commend through the zsth Inf Div as soon &s the initial defense crust

nad, been broken. Due to the-rag .ed terraln 1n the zone of &dvance, de=

twt&edtplannipggwas‘leftftoabaisolved;by‘eacn subordinate unit on the

spple, yaneuvering was to be done in temms of small units working on
sep&n&te‘tertéig;ﬁe&tunea.wrthin the.-general.zones cf\aétipn.t

on the S-6th Nov, the wire and mine fleld cdefehses along
Oon the 7th the gdivision regroupece The 104th
zg (2209) asnd VIC#SUR

the ¥LR were picked upe
Inf took positions on the left flank facing SLLLON?

SEILI= (1121). The 101st Inf was in the vicinity of nfive points" (the e

nction,atr(1212))vfgcing;MpYEHVIc;and EILL 310. The szetn.:nf

road Jur
was on tbef richt* flenk i’n"tn‘e» vicu.r.ity of: MONCOURT. (19149 and. BEZANGEX

LA PtTITu.- AttachmentsLto*thﬂ?divésion were: 731stx Tk;Bn;(colored) 602;

D7 Brz. .g45th-FA. BN, 255th FX. Boy- 5434, FA Bn, , 168tH Engf C Bnoe

-t
The imitial plans- were for tne‘gszé; Inf to maeke 8 felint

at g-hour minus 1 at MONCOURT and BEZANGE LS PETITE.. Thls was the logical

and shortest distance to DIETCZE sand and a felnt there could be easily

qamouflaged to look like the main efforte The 1Clst Inf was to selze

a crossing of the SZILLE River at LGY‘FV;C and secure EILI 310 in a
The 104th Inr was to cross the SEILLE River

at VIC SUR Q“ILL;Mand move up on the right of CELTTAT SALINS in positions

to:werk on the KOECEIHG“rIdgeffrpmxtheﬂnortn. The, 104th Inf; wass meking:

the mein.efforts
TWO srmored. task forces were ccmpoaed,.to aggiss the:104th

Inf. TF "A" composed of A and C Cos 76lst Tk Bn, one-half pletoon

engineers, C Co G91lst TD Bn, cnd K Co of tke 101st Inf were to striks

frem VIC SUR SEILLE to MCEVAL. TF ngt gomposed of one pletoon 76lst

Tk Bn, B end D Cos 691st TD En end one-half pletoon of ergineers vere to
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pe kept es & reserve meneuvering element. The engineers were equipped

with geveral footbridges to nmake rapid crossings of the SEILLE River.

. The &ttack jumped off at 08CC on the morning of the 8th
preceded by one houwr of Corps artille Iy preparatlon followed by &DPTOX= ) ifée.
{mately one nour of division artillery preparation. The feint of the 328th | i f?i
nf &t wONCOTRT met heavy resistance and cost considereble casualtlies, ‘ %
but sccording to Major Porter, threw she enemy off palances 7The 101s%t ‘ %?Ehed
1af quickly gseized MOYENVIC and pmssed the attack on HIILZ 310 but werse , i 1
pinned down on the reverse slope of the nill snd tied up for the next : : {
two days 1in an attempt to maneuver around the hill to the left. The i ;;.

e

principal factors of the opposition were artiliery patteries at KARSAL

and EARAUCOURT. The 104th seized crossingsat Vi€ SUR sEILLE eerly im the

'day‘and moved up to high ground positions overlooking CHATEAU SALINS

;ﬂéfore darks. TF "A" was committed on the road from VIC SUﬁ sgILLE from

1CRVILLE (129249), but. (due to rauity maneuvering) were baaly chewed up

and made & disappointing advance. The enemy had been taken By surprise

in the CHATEAUASALINS.area out not on HILL 210 or to the southe <~he 2d

cav Gp wes unable to make any advance during the daye. That evenins 1t : 1 ;

was decided that the 101st and the 1ogtn would contlnue the attack and : -

the 328th 1nf would be brought up.for committment on the division : ' 3

yxept for the divi-

center as soon as %the zone opened. No reserves were

eione
mhe SEILIE River at vIC SUR SEILLE was {mproved for

bR A KN LA A
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ation with concrete embankments. The bridge had been blcwn, out in

- .-‘lﬁdﬁn

spite of tphe swollen river there wa3 only & 25 foot gap in the obridgee

~.

re during the first &ay's action snd v&s used

A oridge was ecplaced the

as the =s&in conmunication route for the 26%thb Divisione
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UKIT: 10lst Infarntry Regiment, 26tk Infantry Divisioxz
FzRI0Z: 8 Hovenber to 1% December 1944 e S iﬁ‘
. ,.“_ ) . ' '. ( . ~
ACTION: LORRAINT.CALTAIGN ‘ S e Wl’ -
S0UCEi. Capt Toomes ..'. Ryan, Regimental S~3 (Then asst 3=3) (1- 3
Capt William iI. Howle, 3-2 e «
Lagor ae. o, lic.jede;, C0,-&d=3n z(rormerlr 183L’16nua1 3=5) ' \ "
Lz jort .. C, -2rowa; "3<3; 10lst Fal ....u(iﬁ.d:l.rect support of 10lst Iaf Zacty)

PLLCE AT DATE OF INTLIVIEW: HOR PLal, .....ICI: SILOV.2ZT~, 17 Juns 1943

11.P3:  Seale, 1/50,000 Eastern France, Shects 33/14, 35/15, 3&/le, &£/13, 3$7/18, uad
37/14. ©

P ~;-v-— -1,

DITZOITER: 24 Lt lonroe Ludden

¥0TZ: This interview was first concucted with Carptain Ryan and Captain Howle at the
recimental CF with mass and the regimental After .ctiom ieport. Capt Jram gave tae

ruzjority of tae inforration in: a rather hesitant marrer cnd. depended greatly on the.
r.rter'.u.ctzon\?.eocrt ‘forrhis informztion. lAajorfiici/ade:was:latersccatacied:at the-

u Ba CP; without. records, and {rom him.considersble:more- detail was ‘fox thcomin:a
Lany additional points: of.. informition. inirespset’ to*terramafeayuresn'm“ critical-
elements.of  the- action*wererobtained fromrkajor -Brovm. of the lUlst It Zu-and several.
lie,ison ofticers: and’ forward observers who héd operated. with. the regiment- during:
"the’action.

The:command: of: the- regiment-during this.operation:.

Y
-

Colenel ‘ialter Scott, CO (How C/S of the division)
Lt Col Lawrence n.irk, 1st 3n

Lt Col Bernard Lyons, 2d 2n (now at Div Hq)

Lt Col James i, Feale, Jr, 34 BEn

Only Col Feale could be contacted for material ¢~ battalion action (see inter-
view, 3d 3n, inclosed in this volume),

In the action to be reviewed, ihe L0Lst Inf Regt wes in its first conbat opera-

W

ticz. On 9 Oct thesregiment- hadirelieved elements. of the-4td.airmd .Div in the vicinity

P T s b

i of ARPACQURT (1214), 1In this.area the,4ta Armd Divrhad:ifougat the severe tank- :
i _ Lo
r battles of the latter pert of September. N <
i

s \isen the regiment went into the line, the froxnt nad been statilized on a line

2

m.n:lng froz (10418l) on the edge of the FORET 1T ZEZAIKZ Li GRNTE to the soutkeast

to, EI1L 265 (170150) (see map). These positicns were cenerally on an uni{latins

e A
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en. ene=y Fa 3 at IDCOURT FARGS (171193), He also szowed tae disposivicas =2
epamy Corps Artillery in tae vicinity of JUVSLIZE (201188) apd ARl (173218).
Ke was akle to zive- the dispositions of enaay troops in +y1e woods south of 2IX=.

Tre 10lst Iaf hed been planning its attack for approxiately & weeik pefore the
jump-off. It laid on - a fire plan for tae artillery preparation,Acoveri;; thie kmovm .
targets to 1its frq;t. The prime,consideration ¢ the attack was a specdy crossing
of the SﬁILLE wiver and the seizure of EILL 310, "This entailed a movement of ap=
rroximately 6,00C yards from its present front line sositicns.

The regixment was disposed with the lst 3n on the nisa ground just west of
Zo1@EIY (1517), the 24 Ep on the edge of the FOSST DE EZE44IGE La Jldﬁxg'and the 3d
3n in retired positions aq,(lle). Twe plan of atiack called for the &d Zro o rake
the z=aixn effort tarouzh MOYZLVIC to FILL 310. |

The-day before the jump éfr, Gea Eddy, the Corps cgmxgnder, visits& the CF
of the 10lst Iﬁf Regt and. emphasized that the entire Cbrps action'depended on the
seizure of HILL 310, The Corps was to pivot to the northeast on tois gosition, leav-

inz the low ground and lake region south of DI=ULZ +o be occupied after & Tlacking
maneuver on the'norih.

42" ot

H-Zour for tae attack was(set at 0600 8 Nov. T=e artillery preparation {or the
attack siarted at 0400, with all units of the division and Ccfps ;rtillery_fifing
counterbatzery and destructive fires for one hour. i3 H-Hour approached, the
division artillery, upder its own control, worked on the close-in targets.

rihs the night'the 2d Bn inched out from its positions in the woods until it
was 1,000 yards from the road junction south of LOYZNVIC. The pattalion wes covered
oy i%s own E Co on the right in the ST PLALONT woods, and I Co om its laft et the
edze of tae 222AN3= woods. Just before dawn the 10lst F~ = (i2 dimect suprort) leic
neavy ccncentrations on ETLL 310 azd rolled a barrco;e back tarouzh VoTIIITIC to ke

TA Tem [ Lol -l
vl <o CO...-.L.“.M&'..

w

somwazd positioas of sne 24 Bz until it was 1iftad by 3
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company befoTe begizning the climb, but oance in the wooded arez ell rmen pushed

forwerd s fast as they could without regard for organization. ost of the compeny

officers pecexs casualtiss-on tbe hill. One of the platool sergeants #rom; = Co, with

ar 34 "nAan, reached thgbhousé}on’top?of HIIL 510. Irom that position he could see-

thg-eﬁemy.ppsitionS‘furzher down. ther ridgee de maintained his position for three

pours in spite~of'in€enseifire;fbut wastien .ceptured Dy an.enemy satrol waich came;

& wes evacuated througiy eneny positions on the

up cn :ais rigot rear. The serzean

east sice ol the ridze to EARAUCOURT, but shorsly after was 2bole t0O escape, noke

nis wey bask to friendly lines, and report what he nad seez.

G Co, wuich had remained in LOYZWVIC, was cormitted on tie hill at sbout 11luds.

Tae CC was it on tie. oridge just outsice. of the towms < CO could go;,rglieve tue

§;tg§;iqnfof T and ‘¥ Cos’apnd gemginéd”igvgpsiQiqg;to:the«rear:of B.ané. T Ces.

TRe-3d 2n%(-K:Coj which: had beentassiizied”ta. TE-"AT,  ansarnored: task, force~

waich, was~to: g0 through  MCYIIVIC to LOSVILIS. (125255) ) %iad.jioved up befors. tae, jukd

off to tn§12325R33'W6ods.v A4ty 1200 8.Novw the. 3d.2n-moved down tae road into

LOY.2VIS, ILt-was then committed piece-meal to relieve. the conuition oi Ui «d Zhe

T Co moved up Yo the left of tra hill end took positions o3 the left rear oi CO T

I Co came under fire but maintained its aspeuverabilisy. L Co attempicd to move oR

a2t reer of 3 co to the risut of HIIl 310 dut was immedictely nimned dowd a8

‘socn as it showed on tae lip of ground facing LLHAUSOUAT. ZurinZ the dsy, tae lst

va was relieved.at TUVRZCOURT by the 24 Cav Cp apd.was coved to L UYXVIC. The plan
was- to comnit it o2 tye west sige of 1L 210, Thz rezinental LT moved Lo LOYITIC .

probvlen of ths:regiment WS Lo sind 5oL GEuhS of

S,
1

sr the next taree deys tag
memeuverin; onto tue ridge line veaind EILL Slu. Tais ridge lizs coninnted HILL

o temeE Y =
oDl sOUAT anl e peRT

31 by rfire and observation. Znemy artiliery fiTc irs

vented any .movens

ot on tae foruerd or easiird slope 0f tiv picie.  snE eIy
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L

PN

SRR TS




3

e

. followed by approximately a company of infantry.

;oubled nack elo

positicms at SalLIval. The 18t Ex made DO advances curing the day. oY rovezect of

the battaiion irmediately drew small arms fire apd beavy acd accurate ecencentrations

of morter fire fron the forward slope of HILL 310.
The atteck to take place the afternoon of the 10th was directed at the tip

of the high grouxzd dominating the ridze line.at'(158252). 1n the first attempt that

morning the 1lst =4 had little success. The battal;on.drew vack and & gecond cooT-

dipeted attack was plenned for 101610. This tize C Co in 2 parcaing fire attack

following closely benind the artillery'barrage secured this tip of bish zround. A

snd B Cos swuRg to the left during this attack and began to work on the wooded

area. I=uediately after C Co. captured the nill positicz at (235145) on the west

slopse. of the ridge (101715), the enemy countersttacked wita mortars apnd artillery

C Co beat off the counterattack

wita small.afms tire but was. badly mauled. The. company dug in for the pight on the

ridge while- under tremendous enemy artillery fire.

‘From this tip of high ground it waa possible to observe the enewy positions

east of the ridge to DIEUZE, Artillery observers working from this position wers

able to lay accurate fire-on MARSAL, H/RiUCOURT, end ST }MSDARD., Infaatry weapons were

set u§ to}covar'the crest of the ridge'to the north vy fire. The seizure of this

sosition by C Co i3 the critical poinmt of the initial action of the 10lst Inf in the

LORZAING cexzpalsne

on the llth A end B Cos in spite.éffﬁgil’defended epermy dug-in positions cleared

the woods west of

—

tne ridge- and the .34 Bn, recovéiing K Co, moved Up the road trom

SALIVAL to the narthégét. These Bmopping-up actions were peavily fouzht asainst

pocketed enesy ragigtence but ﬁhey remainad exclusively popplac~-up actions after

fire from the east flazi.

+~a ridce lize succeeded in diminishing greatly tke enery

n

181255) oxd

(423

<

™ Td I, with tne support of ten¥s, finelly seaczed tze =0ed juzstion &% {

ne toe Tidge lims. Dusial gnis tizme, tze 24

-_7-
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many ._sualtles £0 the COLZALY.

positions o2 ETLL 210, and tke lst Sp took up positioms oz tae crest of the ridge.

1. taree dettalions nad lost heavily during tais action, but the 2d was in the

worst.condition.

During this action the 104th Inf had moved up ob tha.rigat flénk to the woods

psovieasy of, LOVIIL3s Oa the: '11%h end thn the-Z28th Inf, waica at the,vegiznnins

of tze operation naq been on tne right flenk of " tie 10Lst Iaf; was relievaed- there-

r Regts. Tte 328th

by the 24 Cav Gp and moved in betweeld tke 10lst and tae 10seta Ind

was co::iﬁted Srom KORVILIS (128246) with tae mission of clearins the ROSCIING

Trg 34 3n, 10lst Iaf, which had already begun thismission, was attached to

-

fores<,
f exdused on- the north side of the.road shrouzn KOECHING woods (see
. P ; . ¥

the 528%2 Izf

-:Tiem. 34 .Bhy. lOlst4Int),‘ The -$28th+ Iaf beggnithéir%attackgon the llfh..

’s{

g ther 328th Iofantry” andatne,Sd.Bn,}lOLéﬁxiﬁf; méféagt’§6gtn:t§§iw66as, tHe lsv

2n,» 1018t {5, extebded.to the: éast: to. gidrd. the: southera slenk of the KOSIING

woods, On. the 12th, C. Co attemptedstovattack'from the point of woods at. (172252) om.

Z:2.UCCURT, but. es the Compaxy shpwed‘on«the,aggg,gﬁ the, yoods,. it d;ewra~tremendous

volley of artillery from the southeast. The fire contxnuud for tas Tee Lours causing

C Co gave up the attack ond remaincd ia position

on tle edbe of the woods.

ot 191620 the 101st Iaf CP was set up at WUI33Z (25C3583) bdehizd the lines of

the 5"=z' Lnf, and tie 3d-Hm reverted to 1ts control. - wtile at UISss, the reziment o

got in bousesS.- Toe town?was relatively free.from egexy arcillery lire. There the

regiment renabilitated its troaps and' absorved rejnforcenents (759 Z. apd 16 of -

¢icers), During this time the sogth Inf pusted.out to toe castern edge~of KOZCIILG-

wocds, out met neavy opsosition and rade siow srogress. CCa, %ti Armd Div, and ikze

104tk I=f had been stopped on tae north by peavy oprositica from the 1llta Fz Div.

was guerding the assermply ares at

Oz the nigat of tre 13th-14ta, the 3d Em wkich

WO1SEE, beda srall coun»erat .50k from the rear Or exery wnizs whickh wels withiraw-

P ol } t n o i 3
inz Zrom tze poczet.on the zorthwest, Tzis counte:attaqz,wasneasily’beaten‘off.
' - B8 =
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- »,tained for six hours On these positions 0¥ the 10lst Fa

“
s s i o T T
v

Oz the morming of t2e 17th the 10lst Iaf zoved to tne eestern edge of the .. -

EOSC It TOREST to attack through the 328th Inf against the strongly neld enery

positioas guarding the ascape route from OIZUZE in the vicinity of CoIALDIG end 5

SOURGALSTROFF. (KOTZ: At this time attachments. to the 10lst were: = Co 10ist H

co 761st Tz =, D Co 6024 TD =, and A BLTY 550th ash BD.)

-

=f, 2

The sastern edge of the KO;C."::II\'G woods was om nigh ground which fell away rapidly

to the DORDILALCRZIK and a railroad embanizment peralleling the creek on the near gide, -
Opposite the creek was 2 series of hign gTound ‘posi.tions abreast of GUEELING and :;

BOURGALSTROFF. Prior to the attack of the 101st Icf, CC2 of tze 4th ~rmd Div had

made an attack in. tais erea waich had. drawn iz additional enemy troops from the

DIEUZS area, The 4th Armd Div- bad: been stopped in tais area after a. heavy enlage-

ment with tepks and artillery of tne 1lth Pz Div. The 4th iTmd Div vwas withdrawn

on,vth'e 14th and 15th, leaving the enemy two days to improve nis positions. The

‘pesitiors themselves covered the enemy escape routes fron DIZUJE which was still be-

irz streacly neld.

At 170800 the 101st. Inf attacked, with the %4 Zn moving % the northesst for

‘pTIL 273 (272315), apd the 24 B on the right sttacking o the Tigat of the maiz
road éirectly om CUZZLING. The attack was preceded DY & neavy artillery preparatiod.

The 104tn Inf was raking & coordinated attack on EDIESTROT (285342) axnd LLRTNGET

(302326) oa the left. The principal factor in the attack was that the enery nad per-

sect observation from the high ground positions, HILL 372, the two siide piles at

positions flanking GUZELING. szmoke was main-

the gquarry, and the two high ground

Ba during the stteck.

C= the left the 34 Ea attacked through heavy fire to tize sailroad enpbadizment,

tut nere was stopped b¥ grazing fire along the emnbani=ment jtself. nfver céditiozal

: on the querTy just benind the exbal ~-ezt, 1 CO was wb.e TO

poreuver across the rzilrosd track gorth of the quarsy azd cet a soenold ic the

-5 -
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. and then captured by three en

edge of the ETESTROT woods where it was in contact with the 104tk Inf. Tois attack

was nempered b the large number of fresh reinforcements in the pattalion.

On<tne*rfsht, +he 2d4,3n had greater success in. erossing the railroed embanment

and -wading. tke DOCTALcToek (ogs7). = Co took the: high ground' nortd of GUEZELING

and: F.Co.ski med'GUZEﬁ;KG}to~the-southtagd,kgpt moving well abead. Due to .the: en=-
velopiag move to the porth by the 34 2n there wasya Gap between'thetzd.and 34 Bns.

TUp to tiais sime the attack was going welle

At 131025 it wes jeerned that F Co ned reached posivions souta of 38DSSTROFT

(250302)« T Co had found a g2p i the ememy lines and hed been zble to pass toroust
without Teceiving frontal fire. Eowever, they were subjected to 3 cross-firs from

autqmamic,weaponssandazcmufduel,pu:pgse?AA guns {n, the, paten of tpe woods at
(261290) andgfrqp:the;neveféé,éid§§38f{31$;h273b 7 Co was) at. the- tine, corranded.

by'aw:Eplacemenp‘officeriin‘niS'rirstyengagement. 7 Co.went out oﬁ'cbn:actfagd

dcthins was heard from them foX several. nouTS.

reported that he saw approzimatqu 100 Aggpicangfbeingv zarched.bacx,by;the:Germans.

1t was presumed, ®Y v'ajor- kiciade, that F Co had been-pinned dovm by tae cross-fire

eny tanks cutting in on their rear since tnese eneny

tanks were seen in thne ared at the same tizme.)

At 1100 hours the lst Bn was comnitted veaind the.Ed 3n wnd cboempted To out-

.lapk =ILL £73. They reachad sne edge of tie 2.20.0TR0T weods out were stopped by

fire directed from HILLjEBS\anghﬁIL;%Baéﬂ st tais time.it was- decided wo nold up
any. further attacks of tae 10lst. Ind until the 1C4th Ind hed taken tie Eizh.oround
positions to tne porth around ATISSTROFF.,  (BMOT-: urinz tae,day tas &d dn cap=r

sured an eneay fire plan snhowing complete defenses im tus &
ot 1400 hours toe senme day, tonks asd tanik destrsy

+qe 28 ZZ. = and -+ C0S

sne cozniizuation of the atuack el

(About’goon*an;a:til;gry=air,obserweni

i

h ™Y
b aretiveman .
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laid oz tub it oxd¥ cucceeded iz rzising larger zmounts of eLény eTtililsTyr, XT-
«iculerly from the left flank. Three eneny tapvs (p:'sviously wnocked out by tae &t

N . mmen T
TTELING and ZITLTROEE

amad Div) had veen dug. inat the bend of the road betweel o DA<
(2722¢%). Taese tan'xs.rware firing automatic weapons dowl
uEIiG. & and 3 Cos succeedad in reaciain;;-&b’dfl&l?ﬁ?l" oy 1loduind ae Gul-il
tani positioms oR she porth, tut could not get ipto tie toun jsself, (In is

14 Ccl Lyoms, was wounded, 18 llov).

u

b M 3 - ~ M &
attoex the CC of tze Zd 3n,

The division plzzned 2 coordinated attack for tae i rning of ta Q:‘n with

the 328th Inf on the right attacking for DIXZZ, the 10let IS im tae ceantar con-

st

tinuing its attacil on AU LSTOTY and the 10&ta Inr oo tae couth on R OIS,

- i e = .o
Lne TL v 0 '%S5S

Jre ettoci of tie 101st Izaf jumped ofs with the 15T Bn ¢n

=~cuza the 24 In and tze 3d Ao working in cozjunction with the LU&ata Ini 2% hemdonile
1. th2 lst Zn pulled oacl its a Co O ut a 20T concentration on U

epery LanES coverinz the road at QU=ELLG. Tae attack wes unovle to st z3% the LD.

Z3 Im got to 1. 2ILCNT Sut was stopped at tpat point arver receiving very severe

Oon tne 20th, the attack wes contirued. But during the pizat toe enesy nad vita-

iraym. Toe lst Bn, without mecting any serious epany oprosition, went ilhrouzd

i Z aroucs LARILCET,

(315302), CUINTZ LG (315345), to LOER. The 3¢ 2o pesced LT

a Zorced nizat march reacned TORCELVILIL (_la’u;:"aO) where tiey ¢ap-

=5

tured approxn;ately 70 eneny tToopSe This preaksarousn Was appa:em:ly iue TO the

fact tzat the 3z8th Inf iz attackicg DISUZE nad forced toe final witzarewal from tke

town. The eneny withdrew froo the positions on-the escape routes to form a new

defense line suerdizs SAn2-TNTION.

Tre next day, the Zlth, the zlan for the lst 2n to contimie tiw Luviels wnd e
2n2en Inl O pass torouga the lilst. The lst I, tzel ymdes conorol of tie TLELn,

sattzczed Irol LoX2 tut found 5 the creex detweel TCE exnd ER PO TP S
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T=e lst Bn led off through the woods, meeting 2 heavy dut SpOTiY defense wrich

nad beed el,a,borote’y prepare

édug-in, positions., T"'e 2d.BEn cleared. the northerz edge of the woods from the lateral

robd to) the northeast. THe- 34 "Ensskinted: thejopen ground;porti.of the woods to

VIVIZRSTILLER:, The- 1st Ba. dropped back- ia reserve.
AL7245015 the 24 Bo; whichi oy that time+was. ]_.ee.'di‘ng the regiment on the south-

pert of the woods, =ade coptact with the enemy defending the chateau of BOIC:';‘.E_‘OI\ 4

(458345). (roT=: For details of this attack see 2d Za ipterview). The result of

'~

the attack was that Z Co got into the chateau but bad & platoon pinched off and cep-

tured tzere by aa epeny counterattack and G Co working to tze nmorth of the chateau,

through a heevy wooded and. well defended.area, became cisor"am.zed. It was ap=

parent b.a the chateeu was tha stron.,point of eney- resigtances. Twe 2d& 3n withdrew:

to: *eorgam.ze -that- mght‘ and- X c°-v.a5\attached .to. the:2d, =z o nelp support :thenate-
tacks -

The-2d4 Zn!s attack the. next: morm.ng wés delayed temporarily v while ¥ Co came up

to support positions, but the enpemy had pulled out and: during tae day the 2d 2

completed eclearing the wooded area.

At tois time tbe 4th Armd Div’ had begun {ts sweep across the 3442 River at

=TR.155 and were forecing the ernemy to withdraw to 2 close~-in defense of 3A45

(NIok. Fert of the %d Bn, on the 22th, had mst trouble on the north portion of the

woods opuosite ALTEILLER. 'I.‘here, the,-a»tack bogzed: dovwn uptil the o&ath. insantry,

by ta; ing =CirsdRCH, succeeded J.n kaocking -the enexy out’of‘:‘TT..:II.‘L_R Twe lst Bn.

noved into the town of H.L.l.qum and the. 24 . Bn+ cleered the‘~m§'11.’;f;:..¢.‘;i‘/9r;est up to’

the S ca:.al.. Trhis job was completad on the nisht of the L27tk. Thet nigat a-
cozbat pesrel of 33 troods succeeded in gaining an entrar.ce to ALT.ILIZH, cap-
tured siz men ~nd destroyed & cun of the TD platoon outpostiag tae towz 2nd suce

ceeded iz upsetiing +ne 1lst m's defense set-up. Tae patrel was iriven out without

azZy owler cemare, . ‘ . .
- 1 3 - '
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4 but poorly defended due to the flooding of mary ‘0f tae .
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Tne 10lst Iaf remainsd in these positions from the 47th to t:e S-th et which

time they agein received a number of reinforcements. Suripg tuis time the &th

armd Div had fougnt their way witain striking distence of SHAREUNION on the scuti.

. In order to close-in on. the city the 10lst Inf was attached to the 4th Armd Div

end by 300615 hed noved to the vicinity of BURBLCH (542338) with planms to nove

into the city along the right bank of the Sasr River while the 4th Armd Div encircled

SR R EES S 9

the city on the east. Ipitially, the 34 Za took éositions overlooking SaR.ERDEN,
apd the 24 2n tookApositions‘on 5711 331 (535355) facing to the northeast.

On the jump off tae 1st 3n passed through the 24 2n to reeched positions oz
sne southern edge of the oL 500DS where it wes pinzed down by machin sua,
nortar, nnd artillery fire which was dzrected from- the hill position 315 (555375)

to the northeast. In. this attack the 1lst Bn. lost its battelion cohﬂanuer. Tke 3d

B sterted. its. attack by 3ett1ng patrols inoto. Sand uaEEEn- by 1014 hours and fouad it

unoccupied, and continued to move on the city just right of the railroad traciks.

By 1015 on. the first, B Co, had pressed out from tae R.NEOLZ .CODS toward tae city, ——

but. 1,000 yards from the town were‘stouned by macuzne zun and As fire from. the ber=-

racks eand hospiial at. (526376). The 2d.En moved to follow up B Co into the town but
also was pinned dowa by that fire. At 1400 hours this attacxk of 4ae lat and Zd_ana
nad bogged down.

At this time I Co had taken positions on approxxna:ely <he 37 grid line, 1000°

ards snort of toe town on the souths 4 coordinated attack was planred for 2 fiﬁgl .

closing in on the city wiich begen at approximately 1500 nours. Tke attack jumped T

off. after an artillery preceration at 1521 hours, wits & and C-Cos meiing the mein !

effort on the soutinezst and I Co on the south. A end C Cos bad lite le auccess.

I Co howevel got iato the town by 18635 hours ard succeeded in roving ell tae way

througa She town to the eastera edse before dark. K Co followed I Co imto wae towd

-l -
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end wes sent azainst the uigh grouzd positions on +he northwest eizée I the town

wadco the command of 8 gergeant. E Co wes pinped dovn oy dug-ir autonutic weapoRs <
=]

sositicns. In the town itself, I Co captured some liznt maching 5ubs, onz &&rm

Froe o

piece, &nd orly two prisoners.

Since I Co-was-im{th3 tovwn alone;ii".v- was\de.cidad just’ before dark to pull them
soush” Tof sécﬁ;‘i{:y’ tha}';i nighth THq;néx;&md;ﬁiyjf,tﬁe,Sd _2n” was, to. clear| the -town ite
self and. securef tl;efhigh}g;‘éunq; positionsy to' the.‘northea"sto.; The lst-and 24 Zos

rznsed toe direction of attack to the northeast to cﬁt the mdin escape route from
S/LBEUTION to DOLTESSLE.

. Tne next day I Co led the 33 Bn back into SALRETNION ith the support of a tank
and TD platoon, and took positions oR the east edge of the TowWh. & Co again ‘cleared
to tae morih- pard of ther towny and L. Co. weat: in . to aid I Co. Late in. +<he afternoon
the. eney counterattaciked I. Co.with about’ ten, taniks.and & compny apd ope-=half of

infentrys This ‘eoggtemttargg"racap}:gr;egiﬁx about '.ong»,-»'hal;r‘ thestown, put . was -brokent

byrertillery fire: and’ drivexlxéout”.«.z Bs"_'thi‘sttime'the’j-f-.th.,elrzfid; niv -had broken* the de=:
fenses around- DOLFESSEL, .and .forced: a-withdrawal. f'rom:tnea defense: positio-ﬁs .east. of w_’ﬁ
UNICON. lThe 1st and 2d Zps jumped off at 020700 aided tHe 4th armd in this cction of the
left apnd moved up to the SCALOSSEDF T (552390) against diminished resistance;

) Thé ‘lst Tm then weat to OSRUING:N and the 2d Bo pealed off to tne soutncast of the

sowm cnd secured tae higd ground there., In these positions, tze regiment was

pinched out by tie 104th and 328th Inf Regtse

»- * ® *.

The 26th Iz=f Div contizued ths attack o the--northeast with the JLdth and. 104th

1af Regts. On 8 Dec, the lst Bnzof¢the 10lst. Inf R"eg‘g»dis'alaced‘ forward to. support
positions at SPTLING, and O outpost to the northeast on the flank of the 1C0&th Inf.’
Sefore ary elements of the regiment were corz.itted, the 1.1lst Inl was reiieved 2%

eleser s of the g7th Ins Div o ske 10 Jec. The 1015t witauwTew to "Lz Towr &I

- 15 =
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xwITs 2ad Battelion, 101st Infantry Regiment, 26th Infantry Diviéidh'}

~

FTRIOD: 8 Novezber - 12 December 1944

~

&4

ACTION: rLorraine Campalgn
) SOURCES: Major A. J. Mcwade, now Battalion Commander (curing campaign,
‘ - Regimental. S=3) .
2 1st. Lt S. D. Hunter, pattalion Adjutant (during cenmpaign,
Communications, Officer) (only officer left after the campalgn)
captain D. }¥. Anderson, Rattalion Surgeon
PLACE AND DATE OF INTERVIEW: LHENICE, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 20 June 1945

MAPS: Scale 1/50,000, Eastern France, 35/14; 35/15; :sé/le; 37/13

INTSRVIEWER: Lt Monroe Ludden

NCOTE: This interview was conducted with meps but.no records. Najor
TETade told the story of the 24 Battalion as he knew it from the regimen-
£al picture ana his story was supplemented by the two of ficers noted. In
the course of the interview Major Mcwade added considerable detail of the

regiqgntgl picture which could not be obtalned at the regiment itself.
Lt Col Bernard

The recissasal commander at ths beginning of this actlion,
A+ Lyons,. was wounded. at: JUBLING. The 2k - wag taken over by the

exscutive offlcer, Major De. £.S8tetson. ¢olonel Lyons has now returnsed to
the 26th Division with an assignment at Division Headquarters, but he
could 'net be contacted. Considering the Impartance of the 2d Battallion
action in the initial asssult on HILL 310, colonel Lyons sbould be con=

tacted.for’additLOnal material.

¥ILL 310
S ——
when the 10ls t Infantry relieved the 4th Armored Divislion in the

JUVRECOURT area 8 October the 2d gattalion took up positions in the for-

ward edge of the BEZANGE woods with outposts concentrated arouad road

junction 272 ("five points') and extending out on the 1ip of hizn ground

pointing towards HCYENVIC. These positions did not chenge during the

month of statlonary activity.

24 3attallon was designated to make the main effort of the regi-

el

. The
'%‘ " pent against LOYEXVIC and HILL 310 in the attack the morning of the 8th
Before-the attack the 2d Battallion was completely familiar with the tarrain

and the enemy positions to 1ts front. The battalion plenned to attack

-1-

(o & i e
A

B

kil o

LS el 4)
Al 0

!,v:: Y
B ebivdis aiaghs o 0d

T

o v 37k 1a 4 B ks
a4 6 e A e

TR

rvn T
U PRRER L




——y

e

eeve mt g e ra St

SEfLIE’River basin apd- attack HILL 310, 4,000 yards away, by surprise.

MOYENVIC on the right and F Company on the left. E Company,

'ana-gowed direcmlyzfon.tne'stillsintact bridge;ac?ossftnevSEILLﬁfnonthr-

cured intacts During this maneuver the company nad some casualtles, mainly

wita a column of companles down the road to MOYENVIC'witn K and ¥ companies

giving fire support on elther flank of the road. The reason for attack~

ing in column of caupanies was to make the quickest possible run of the

mhe- night before- the "attack the battalion inched up from t1e 1ip ofthetu.n °

withine
ground tokstriking.dfstancenof MOYENVIC 1tsells

) After'tne»artilléry preparation wagr1lifted. (0630) the battiallon
attacked along the road with G company leading of f followed by E and F
compenles. G Company took on the first opposition, machine zun enplace~-
ment at the road junction~206, while = Company fanne@ out to by-pass
in a double
time march reachdd- the: SEILLE;River 500. yards_dast of WOYENVIC and attempt-
ed.to meke’ a crossing by wading and. swimming: the river. geverel men were
swepzadown,tne nivenfby:the swift. and. awollen current. only one. man.

succeeded in setting acrosg. E’COmpanj‘tbbprcnpngpg*ita plan of attack.

east of NMOYENVIC, & distance of about 200 yards. from the- positibns then
neld on the river. The bridge was reached without serious opposition.
™he jeading elements of the company seized and overcame. the. two guards

tat*oned to set of f the charges on the bridge, and the bridge was se-

from:, the, enemy artLllery~and mortar fire coming in. from the east. About
the time E company selzed.the bridge, gix 75mm howitzers opened. up on the
company 8t the bridgesite from HILL.310, causing tne: company  to disperse..
In the meantime F company had rannéd to the left of MOYENVic;and'by ‘
skirting she edge of tne town, had reached positions along the river.

The Comgany was unable to make 8 crossinz by wading. 1t called for
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engineer support with a footbridge, as had been previously planned and pre-
parsd for in cese the HOYEKVIC bridge was not seized intact. G Company ., |

by this time had easlly overcome resistance on the southern edge of MOVEU- 3
o«

VvIC and moved into the town, catching most of the enemy there by surprise

bafore they could recover from the artillery barrage. The taking of
MOYZTHEVIC made it possible to bring up the bridging meterial without difri-
culty. The bridge was emplaced'tor G Company before 0830.

There were still enemy positions on the right and left rear of MOY=N-
VIC. The battallon h;ft these to be dealt with by the 3d Battallon which
was to follow. The battalion immediately launched ité attack on HILL 310
in an effort to seize this critical high ground before the énemy could
react in force. About 0830 E Company took off from the: road. junction
ﬁorthéast.of thé.tonn;x The company moved at double timefip the marching
fire-up:the*hill-tnroggn.a.ligntly'wooded area toward the crest of HILL
310. At the same: time F company crossed the river by footobridge ana
attacked on the left rear of E Company. _ =

For this attack both companlies were stripped of;:T:%hing and equip-

ment for the- fastest possible movement. There were no heavy weapons

cerrled in the assault. E and F Companies Dbecame intermingled, and .both

companies raced to reach the hill crest.

) o o Jrioly o virda D0 <3 Bl . d uh a2 it S A N e Aig 1 34 Tl vibi O A mar ons o R 2 BICT haaks 4 pr ek B9 y 40 TrRN -.lv: Y
Ehe i sk Aot s IR B IS $h I @RGP AR RAGC It L3 -wik ¢ b ¢ FACH W i (S P e e b An RS S APV R B R
POV d - ‘ g

The enemy opposed the attack with the battery of 76mm on top of tne
hill; mechine gunrpositions firing a cross fire on the slope, mcrtars
from behind ETLL 310, from the left rear of XOYENVIC, and from MARSAL, and
with artillery from the%east:

r and F Companies'attack slowed down in the woods as the men souznt

R RE O
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cover from the enemy fire. A few groups of both companies &id reach the

8 oy i
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far edge of the woods just short of the hill crest. One of the platoon

-
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‘gtons of E am G Companies, got to the 11

-s R .
3

A : ¢

sergeants of E cozpeny, with a BAR m&n, worked over the open ground to the

ni{ll crest snd took up positions thers in a house overlooking the ridge

to the northeast. He was,.able to maintain.this position for approkimatelyf

1:t:.r.-ee,m'.vsox.u's't:ei.'cre*r 5enbhy‘p&ttoi;ﬁorkednupfon hiseright rear and took -

hims prisoner. Both E-and F Companles. were- completely pinned down. in the
woodedm&:eéaaboutﬁsoo}ygrds short?of’ the. hill. crest.
The attack bogged down at 0900 Just two hours after the jump off.

Colonel Lyons then ordefed G Company, which had remained in VOY?NVIC, up

the hill to suppart = am F Companies. AS G Company crossed the bridge

snd moved DY the-road‘junction they received pneavy artillery fire:. The

Cco of G. company: becams. 8, casualty. G COmpany,. under command of 1its exacu-

:gye*ofgtcar}-moyeq,up to intermingle’w;th tne~men of companyf(see map

positionsy, but:weré*also-pinnsdiaowd'byxenemy”fire%r

syfnoon the - regimentalmcommand@gnonpf and tné&desattalion (minusmx.

Company) had mcqu-inxo;chEyVIc. The 3d Battalion’ cleared an enemy

mortar position.out of thaswoods-west'o£<McYENVIc,’ garly in the afitern=-

noon Colonel Scott, the regimental commander, committed the 3d Battalion

to flank the positions held. by the 24 Battalion and to work around either

flank of HILL 310. L Company; attacking on the right through the nosi-
p of the ridge overlooking HARAU-

COURT, but was pinned down by frontal and. flanking fire. 1 Company on the

lefti moved. around F° Ccnpany Eut’drewaheavyramall&anms»firaifrom;sgL;VAL

apd ST LIVIER as ;oon,aawit expowed 1tself on the- open: ground west off HILL.

310. This was the extent of the maneuvering on. tne gth- of Novembs I'.-

puring the aight it rained.

For the next two days, while the casualtles mounted the 2d Battallion

neld on'to the positions gained the first day. ODuring this time L Com- o
o

l
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batteries in the vicinity of ST MEDARD end the woods southwest of DIZUZE.

During this time the 24 Battalion was reorganized. It received
epproximately 250 replacenents. The battalion surzeon stated that from
the 12th to l4th the battalion evacuated a large number of trench foot
and exposure cases resulting from the period of exposure on HILL 310.

(The battalion had attacked HILL 310 without galoshes or fleld jecikets

and carried oniy ons dayt!s rations. During the 3-day period during which

it was pinned down there had been constant rain‘wnicn turned to snow on

the llth.)

NOTE: During this period. the 1ls% Battalion, 10l1st Infantry, extended
alons the south edge of the KOECKING WOODS to cover the flank of the
328th Infentry. On division order, C company attempted an -attack on ST
VEDARD but met heavy enenmy artillery on the edge of the woods. above the

town.

Colonel scott, the- regimental commander of the 1l0lst Infaniry re-
cormended. to the'division’coumander.that there was no need to make thils
‘attdck on ST MEDARD in light of the flanking manseuver which the 26th
Inféntry and. the 4th Armored Divisions were then making through the

KOECKING WOCDS. The division cocmander then requested from corps, and

_corps from the Army Commander, a change of orders relieving the 1:Olst

from this mission until DIEUZE was outflanked and the enenﬁy withdrawn.

This request was granted.
The 24 Cavalry Group relieved the 10lst Infantry on the 15th.

¥

The 2d 3attalion along with the lsﬁ pattalion of the 10lst was thén_l

assembled in the vicinity of WUISSE (205285) and remained there until the

328th Infantry hsad cleared to the far edge of the KOECKING ¥oODS. The
101lst was then given the mission of attacking tnrough the 3<8tn on
AEUSLING and 3OURALSTROFF. In this attack the 2d mattalion was on the

rizht flenk of tne regiment.
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=hg 2d Bettalion positiong prior to the atteck was oBb high grounc

g5) ovgrlook‘n; the DORDEL CREEX and the

town of GUEBLING. On the

of -the battalion wasy & corkscrew. road, in open terrain, leading

from the:hlgh ground. CC!

A oﬂ-tneb4tnyArmored Avision had attacked

tre;tals” area‘two’days*prrbr‘tb1tﬁb'attac&!of the.LOlst:Ihfantry. Thes

effec

t>of  this: attack- wag: to. drawrin heavy: eneny Gefenseszin the aret..,

mes enemy had placed high velocity guns so tha

olenk on the corxscrew road. Several ensmy tanks,

cut by the 4th irmored Division's attack, had

road

unit

gt (278299) as ermored pillboxesSe.

tment kpew from. dﬁbthﬁéa'dééﬁheﬁts“tﬁét'Shw

t they could fire point-

veen stationed along the

Major Mcwade stated that the

1s-ft flank of one enemy

waa'rn~tne-patcn.oﬂ wooda,at~(281290) and. that. the right £lank. of

another unit. was. in BOURGALSTROFF's.

'tenSe*artil;ery*preparatiop,vwith

On the. moraing” of’ the: 18th: the battalions

jumpeds of L)~ after-an in=:

E”ccmpany’on;thexle£t7andvacompany*on

tne riznt. The 2d Battallion attack was made well to the right of the

co“ksc“ew road 1in order

) rapid agssult, conpany crossed the railrosd

to avold the directAfire on the road. In a

embankment and the DORDEL

CRZEZX, but were held up on the hign ground just South of GOEBLING. F

Co=pany (belng lad by a Te€pP

hizn

of<BCU°GnLSTRG?F-

;rounu and, without maintalnling. contact,

""nree enemy tsuks were seen ma.neuver‘ing’ South

tize

TackK

lacement of ficer) moved tO the right of this

pressed on {n.the direction

Just what happgned to.F Company was never learned.

of BOURGALSTROFF, and some.- -

lauer an aerial observer saw apout 100 American trdops,marcninév

tc” the German rear under guarde

;OURGALS TROTF proved to pe the strong pol

I

nt in the enemy's defen-

which hsd been knociked

N
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ses on the bettalion front.

in enemy tanks were layina a heevy volume of fire on (CEBLING

bridge across the DORDIAL CREEK (a bridge ¥
the 4th Armored Division in its attack) was
brought up to ‘replace the bridge, losing se
down the - corkscrew road, but the bridge sit
the Englnee

fire. working under this fire,

1400 hours and tanks and TD!'s, snd ammunitl

E company. AL 1700 hours, E and G Companie
of the tanks and TD's to recover, if possib
pany. The TD'S knocked out the three tanks
road, snd E end G companles reached the wes

soon after cusk. That night the 24 Battall

onn the western out.skirts of BOURGALSTBGFFo-

At the bend in the road &% (27729¢)

The -
hich had bteen constructed by

destroyec. Englneers-were

veral vehicles as they ceme °

e was unaer ccrstant ernemy

rs completed the bridge at

on, were sent up to suppeort
s sttacked, witn the support
le, what was left of F Com=~
dug=-in at the bend of the
tern edge of ECURGALSTROFF
made a perimeter defense

on

The battallon occupied one

and of the town with the: Germans. in the other.

In this ettack the 2d pattalion had been heavily Rhit,

capture of ¥ Company and bj enemy artillery

irst by the

fire. CrDuring the day, Lt

Col Lyons was wounded in GUEBLING as he crossed the main street covered

by fire from the dug=in enemy. tanks.

fhat night the lst Battalion came up behind the 2d Bautalion and

the next
with the support of the

day to clesar the town.

the flahking fire from both the right and left rear.

left side of the line of the 10lzt Infantry
slgns of an enemy withdrawal.
mattelions got an rawful

-8-

day continued the attack to BOURGALSTROFT.

puring the 2d n

pasting of artillery sna t

The lst Battallon,

24 pattalion, fought s neavy battle curing the

considerable confusion was caused primerily by

Towards dark the
begen moving and there were

ight, the lst end 2d

ne next morning there

the dug="

{
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was not an enemy in the place", sald Major Nciade. when the enemy line
oroke, the lst 3attalion stepped out in a column rosad march to LOHR
(365325), end 'the 2d Battalion peeled off to the right. of BEDESTR®FF and
down to DOMNON (330294) .

: DuringuthLSratﬁack the: 3d Battalion of. the 101lst IAfantry, working
on. the~ le-f4~ and inicéhﬂunbxiop*wiﬁﬁ?thm*lO&th:Inrentry, had cleared the
last enery posutiod,oﬁ»tﬁia‘delayiné 1ine at?MARIMONT. \'hen this posi~
tion had been ¢cleared, ths 3d Battalion took off for TORCHEVILLE (350348).
tajor lcriads gttributed this preakthrough to & gep in the enemy lines.

The 104th' Iafantry end the 35th Infantry Division we= still meeting
heavy resistance North of this gap. While the 24 Battallon was in the
vieinity of DOMNON- and- BASSING T JAQUES, {4th Armored Division) canme
through BASSING in an attempt to reach MUNSTER (380385 »- This. move of
thag4xn:A:morqd;niyis;cnrhsd.baen;isdéfwituout:grior“pe§$iss#pnr,goprtgg

26t;:lnfEnﬁrny4vrgion: Thev appeerance: of the 4th- Armored: Divdsionyin

tnis~araaacnused;attraﬁtignjam 1n:thes v.icinityr of. GUINZLING, and;the.25th;:m=:£]1

Infantry Division ordered the TF to move éoﬁﬁn'out of the area.

~ The 2d Battalion moved up ©o LOHR to support the l1st Battallon's
attack at INSVILLER. The pattalion's main job there waa to give assis=-
tance in building ﬁhé bridge across the ROLE CREFK between LOHR and INS=
:VILLER, whlch was done under the sﬁpervision of the 2d Battallon £-4,
.t CLASSEN. The hridge»wds«improvisqd from\}ougp"lumbsr, furniture and
other odds and ends, but was suitable for .the 1st Eattallon to pass on to
,INSVILIER. The lst Eattalion® went beyond INSVILLER. to cléar' the;BOIS de-
HANNESBIEL, and the plan was for the 2d pattalion to pass tbrouén’the 1st
Battalien to finish clearing the woods to the SAAR CANAL, while the 3d
pattalion moved on JUNSTER and eliminated the artillery which was raking
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the left flenk of the lst end 2d Rattalions.
The next z=orning the o4 pattalion passed through the ls ¢ Battalion
but ran into heavy opposition in the woods along the lateral road. The

entire wooded area of. the BOIS de BONNE FONTAINNE hed been prepared with

dug-in positions arct. zig-zag trenches. Alonz the latersl rosd werse bends

of concertina wire every 100 yards with mines attached. 1any of the

enemy defenses had been made ineffective by wet weather which flooded out .

the trenches., The eneny apparently did not have enough men to msan the

positions. The principal defensive weapons in the area were 20mm duel

purpose AA guns.

The 24 Battzlion attacked, with E Company on the right, to clear'the

area between the SAAR CANAL and the parellsl road to the liorth. G Coa=

pany on the le-ft was to clear the woods from the road tb:tne~Northern-

edge. F Company was still.practically'non-existent, but. a few reinforce-

ments were available.. dajor Mcwade said that this was a hell of an area

- to clear with such 2 small number of men. After plercing the crusted

defenses slong the road, tbe-battalion'started out through the woods
meeting amall pockets of resistance. The advance contlnued steadily, and
by the second day (23 November) E Company neared the chateau .de BONKE '
FONTAINKE, and G Company was at the road junction #264 (442338). G
Company had been meeting the heaviest reslstence, particularly in. secur<
ing this road junction, and nad been consicerably disorganized in passing
througb the woods.'fr”company was out of contact with the pattalion.

The picture of what happened to E Company in its attack on the
Chateau, Major ¥cvade could not give. The Chateau was a nest of enexy
reslstance., Apparently £ Cozpsny attacked with one pletoon well in the
lead. This platcon was sble to get into the Chateau, along with the
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Company cé. Béfore defenses couia be established arourd the Chateau,
the enex=y pulled a flanking counterattack wnich cut of f the platoon arnd
cut into the other elements of the company. The platoen in the Chatesau
tr¥ed to hold off the eneny with anmall .arms but were finally captured
(abput 20 men). The CO of E company, ﬁt Ge P Penninston was teken.
grisoner-but shcrtby‘after?was'able to:escape- and. return back to the:
bgtﬁalion lines. )

Aé this time XK Company vas attached to the pattallon to help in
clearing the woods to the Fast. G Company shifted to the south. G
Company was to flank the Chateau de BONNE FONTAINKE on the borth. K
company was assigned on the Northern edge of the woods and given ihe
mission-of: clearing to tne*hign*groumw,uez (448356) F. Company was.
biouggt:up;tﬁdanpﬁo-to tHe.: reary of»tne»lakgxat (450545) ;

. Tﬁaﬂdext;dhz'G?CQmﬁény.gct'into>p05£tion North: of the: Chateau and.

+ and P'companiea>were,able,to‘re-enten~tha~Cnateau, K Company.reacne@

{ts objlactive on Eill 282 but were count%ra&tgpkegﬁpxra gggggny‘of ss §=J-:yi

m2n supperted by SP's moving down the road from ALTWILLER. ¥ Company
nad flrst run into the enemy SP guns on HILL 262 at about 5d yards rsnge.
The coxmpeany wag meneuvering to knock them out when the counterattack nit,
- preceeded by artillery at 1600 hours. Enemy troops mede & fanatical
attack with fixed bayonats. The enemy overran K Cpmpany and the fignting
degenerated 1ntb a. nand. to, hapd. coubat to a, depth of about. 200 yards.
During;this.attack Captain MUNSING,. thewco of X Company, was. @& ‘casualty..
¥ Company was dr‘ven back into the woods with. approximately fLiey casuals
ties, but tne enemy did not exploit the situation. K Company reorgan*zeq
that night at (440345) with about nalf strenth.

‘At this time the ist Battallon, 101st Infantry, was brouzht up to
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RINSDORF road amd overlooking SAARES-UNION &at 1500 yards distance. Tke
woods wes raked heavily by the enemy fire from three sides.

Tne gituation was relleved to a certain extent when TF CHURCHHILL,

4th Armored Divisicn, got into RIMSDCRF (554369) and threatened to press.

out to the North. K aand I Companies then came up to the Northwest ecge
of the SANNHOLTZ WOODS in preparation for its attack on SAARE-UNION.
(See later notes on SAARE-UNION Rattle). '

The plan was for the 1st Battallon to attack northeast with the
SCHLOSSHOFF FARM (551390) as 1ts objective while the 2d& mattalion swung
to the right around REMSDORF and attacked the SCELOSSHOFF FARM from the
southeast. The 3d Battallon was to clear SAARE-UNION. \

vnen this attack jumped off the 1lst Battaiion could make no progress

due to strong enemy defensive positions in. the ISERBCHL noaDs (550376)

- . and the ALTENBURG’WOODST(545382), At this time TF CHURCHHILL made. its

attack to the North of RINSDORF, outflanking the ISENBOEL 'wooDS, and C
Company following up behind‘TF CHURCHHILL was able to clear out the woods
from the rear. '

when thls pesition was broken both the lét ana 2d pPattalions were
able to work tnrougn the- ALTVNBERG WOODS and take positions,astride the
SAARE-UNION - DOMFESSEL road. shartly after the 2d sattalion advanced
on to kigh ground positions at (543390) overlooking SAABE-UbION from the
portheast. These were the positions held by. the 2d sattalion at the end
of the SAARE-UNION battle. The 10lst Infsantry then went intd division

reserve,'and before it was committed 1in tha_final division attack on the

Meginot forts‘nortneast of DOMFESSEL, the regiment was withdrewn to reer
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Major Mcvade's account of the SAARE-UNION Battle

Tn the attack on SAARE-UNICN tne right flank of the 10lst Inientry

was working with the 4th Armoredxnivision“and the critical objectives
wquyt%ken by thexé4th Armored Divisioni, The(2d and:3d. sattalions met
néayjinésigxancefandghad3med4um;casuaitiqg;,butithq»big stony of SAARE-
UNTON is7 with the33d Battalion: Kavtue0lOl$tth£antryuJumpgd-off,.tﬁe;
3d Sattelion moved under cover of a ridge line, which concealed it from
thé principal enexy positions East and Nartheast of SAARE~UMNION, was
able to get to the out skirts of SAnRE-UNION without serious opposition.
The 34 Battalion was advancing in a column of compmies, with I, X, and
n,.and.intendedxto;stay on the road and along the rallreoad leading direct-
1y to the toymn: Aécording“to“msﬁor’Mcw;dgi I*ﬁﬁgﬂﬁ‘nghanxgsrgdyanpedfg;
' glanngdﬁbut:fdr“scme reason. L CGmpany*staye&-on~thﬁ;méﬁﬁzr@bdﬁwni¢hm
~anrf§d'ityoff tofthe‘rigbt’and*brough& 1t urider~ fire. of eneny posazibnsL
in, the factory and Barracks. afea: (528376) south of SAARESUNION. L.
Company was hit neavily by this. fire and pinned down. ' I Company, in the
mesntime, had come %o the edge of the town without meeting reslstance ana
the éat;aliqn s-; gave permission to I bompany to go into the town ad

gee what they could find. The town was practically deserted. I compg:y

‘captured four machine guns and tnirty-six enemy before eneny fire.could

be brought to bear. 1 Company went tnrougb the town and then for gecurity
reasons pulled back to the southern outs&irts because~it waarfelt that the'
company could not hold down the town 1t:self. The next.morning, Z,Deceme- '
ber, ﬁhe'entirefbattalion went into the town us&ng:thqysame4rbuzg§1“
Company hed found the night before. This time the enemy nad managed 8
tentative defense and there waa some atreet fighting agalinst machine gun
positiohs set to rake the streets. The barracgs avea south of the town
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"and captured five of the pattallon anti-tank guns which were stationed

'{tgelf and, tsking positions at atreet intersectlions, laid grazing fire

ned been complgtely'alerted by this time snd was g "hot bed" of resis-
tance, throwing fire voth at the town and on the 24 and 3a Battallions to
tne southeast. Ths town 1tself was.cleared ebout noon. I Lompany se- -
cured positionﬁ on the northeast side of town along a road which was '
flanked by a few houses and orchards. I, .Company was outposting towards
the factory area and one element was on the north. X Compeny was on tae
northwast.

spparently, &s the battslion moved in the town, the enemy had be=
tween eight and ten tanks in well camouflaged- positions in the orchar

gast of the town. during the afternoon the enemy counterattacked after

a preliminary fire of mortars and artillery. Four of tne tanks drove into

the town from the east and four from the northesast, followed by epproxi-

mately a. company and one~-half of iafantry. This counterattack overran
near the graveyard.northeast of the town. The tanks drove into the town
on the streets particularly in the area which I Company was holding. A

line'of‘fire completely cut "of £ the build‘ng contalining the, 1 Company

Command GIoup. Under this protective fire the enemy infantry moved

ghrough the town to engage the 2d Battalion troops who had defended them= -

selves in houses. ‘The eneny counterattack was apparently very well
hendled anc caapletely crganized. The enemy sank commander was seen
directing the movement of the tanks from his command tank turrat.

The enemy counterattack succeeded in reoccupying, or clearing by
fire, most of the nprthern part of the town. The forward gartillery oG-
servor witn I Company (L% Clark, 101st FA Battallcn) succeeded in radlo-
tnz vack word of the countersattack, mad giving ulrections ter ilre. The
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men leid & sing

- @accallon who was 1in the SAA

- .

101lst Fa gattalion replied wita 380 rounds in ten minutes, using a four

‘oatt_:al'ion organization (its own three patteries and one pattery < six

guns, from. the Re;—_:;l;mental‘:‘,c,annon".cbmpgn_y under its control). 1.t CLARK,
gurfourded by enemy tanks, calléed for- fire on’ his'ovm posi tion and con=

¢ tnue:ds to-give {pe. directlons e van when he pa'dr tukenscover Iin tharbase~

me;xt"of the bullding . Just ocefore the artillery fire ceme* in, the I

company Command Group gpotted the enemy tank comuander, and one of the

le shot through tbe tank commander's perret. 7The artill-

ery fire croke the counteraf'cac.k and causaed the tanks to. withdraw. 'Two

of the tanks were knocked out bY artillery fire. The tanks stayed in

the: orchards, on the: edgs: of the:bown.dnd. doftinued to lay harsssing fire:

on the’ edgé of- the town antil-thelr -posttion. was 'chr.e‘&taned.' by the
advance of the: 4th Armored. Diviston and. the 2d; and; 3& nattalions” slong
the SAARS-UNICK - DOMEESSEL, roade

, escaper &0 the- »_r;’cvr.,tlfx‘o‘aalt”.,

nere is practically do one left in the 2d
RE=-UNION battle. To get a petter picture of
thts actlion .t col Peale should De reached and 1t goward . clark, who
.fs still with the 101st FA Battalion. .

NOTZ: At the present'tiﬁe £

The,ge’ tanks® sgC‘ce=q‘d;pd. in makingy their’
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UNIT: Od settellon, 1013t Infeniry Regiment, 26th Infant;y pivision
PTRIOD: 8 November = 12 December 1944

ACTION: orralne Qampaign

SOURCE: 1, Col Jemes Nixon Peale, Jr., 020684, pattalion co
Cept Jobn. Dennlis, Battalion s-s .

PLACE AND DATE & INTERVIEW: 19 June 1945, ZELNAVA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA
waps: Scele, 1/50,000, Eastern FRANCE, Sheets Nos 35/14; 35/15; 35/14;
: 37/13; 37/14 ‘

INTERVIEWER? L.t Monroe Ludden

NOTE: This interview was conducted with reference o meps and to a sketch
diary kept by COIOnel.Peale. Ke was not. always sure of the axact
datas and times, but appeared to have 8 Very clear conception of
the action of'his.pattalion. colonel peale called in gaveral of his

offlcerSAand,NCQS'to glve spot stories {ncluded with this report.
(Interviews.by Lt Howard). colonel Peale 13 a young West point
~officer with:a very firm graspvof the importance of the battalion

action.

The 34 Battaliod first moved into the Lorraine area on 6 Octeber 1944.
It relieved the 53d Armored Inta ntry Battallon, 4th Armored pivision, on

the high ground positions pear JUVRECOURT (1460) This was the first qombat

committzment of the battallion. Tne'ssdvArmored In1antry pattallion was

questioned very carefuily'on.tbe enemy'situation.

Battallon recommended that troops be kept out. of the woods ST PIAMONT a3

enemy artillery was zeroed on that position and giving it_periodic concen-~

tration. ‘
1 Company took up'positions on HILL 279 (148162); K Comp;nﬁ’weg

stationed just'soutn,of"tneﬂsT PiAmonrawoodssmand_Lwcgmpanzwon;HILL'Eés

(142159) . M Company was gept to the rear of JUVRECOURT »

puring the relief the battalion got its first taste of enexy fire.

Tgcn COmDPENY was accurately shelled &as 1t moved into position.

o : -1-

The 534 Armored Inientry




‘casualtie

, fire suppbrt with its U Company and be prepared to follow up °on the 2d

e g e

. wF -

NOTE: At that time there were still civilians {n JUVRECOURT wRo were,
posc.2ly, directing the enemy fire. This wes never proved, novever. The
civiliens were evecuated a few days later. .

The eneny fire was coming from batteries at JUVRELILZE and HARAUCOURT E.
(1702269. On-thgskligeﬁthe clo;eét positions to the eﬁemy were on HILL 273,
where  the- enemy nsd'mbntanfposition31and;ouzposxa on“tnpﬁforward slope
whilébL’Cﬁﬁpgny“dug"in:dn»thawn@V@tde slopei.

mherey wes:. 8° congstant’ exchange; of” fire: acrossr the- 1ines for the” nex&.,

month, but the lines remained stable. The 3d Battallon nad a few combat

s and due to wet and cold weather & few cases of eprsure. patrols

ware sent out, mos t1y witpout success, but one patrol did manage to gathelr
]

{nformation of enemy positions in ZANERY .

Just pfidﬁ:ﬁo.ﬁ?ﬁay (B‘November) the regiment vegzan detailed planning
for the actack-and.readjnated.ita positions. _Th@ lat B;;thrion;siﬁqs;;ppe¢
to.;ne;qut%and.rgliay@d:thp:Sd Battaliornie. jpe;5@:3§pyalibn:wa%:bnonsht“ B
back to reagryewpogﬁtggqs bebind."?ivefzpincsy, th@zrq&d.jynctron_atﬂ
(121179). The night pneceding;tna;attackttpe-2daaatthlipn;ihcﬁéd ip. its
positions toward HOYENVIC snd the 34 sattalion 5ok up positions on the

north edge of the BEZANGE woods. The plan called for the 2d Battallon to

‘haxe the initial assault towards HILL 310. The 34 Battalion was to give:

sattalion as soon as. needed.
The 2d. 3attallon atsack beggn.at'OﬂOOJ, At this. time M Company had &

Qlapoon.of heavy machine guna;at:(loglalj‘andfthe~mor$arsof”tna company’

atationed behind .the ST:PIAMQNT‘woodss Dﬁrﬁng{thewattack;tbe neavy wear

pons company fired on MOYENVIC &t long range on’terrainvtargeta;wnicnhcouldf

berely be seen for the miste. A8 the attack progressed, M Company wes

orcered to move up towards MOYENVIC. In moving up, the cocpany,coamgzder

of ¥ Company becane confused on airections. He moved from tne ecge of the
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. to the east. I Company was to take reserve positions on the hill Jjust

woods towérds VIC-SURfSEILLE ari was asmbushed by enemy machine gun fire in
the area (120200) which had not yét been cleared. The M Company CO was
killed and a few of his men wounded.

At 1100 (approximately) the regimental commander callea for the 2d
Battalion. It qoved in a column of companies to MOYENVIC and there re-
ceived instructions.to relieve the 2d Battalion which had been pinned cown
ard disorganized on the reverse slope of HILL 310. 'MOYENVIC was under
heavy artillery fire as was the bridge and road junction northeast of the

town. I, Company was first committed with the intent of flanking the hill

gbove the NEUF FARM (144216).

During this time: MOYENVIC was. being mortared froﬁ.unknown enemy poal-
tions west of tbe::own.” one- man from M Compayy cameé into MOYENVIC and sald
that he could lead the way to»thevenemy'positiéns. Captain E. R. Radzwlch,

co of I Vompany, gathered a few men to search out the position. (The

Rattalion Comzmandert's intention was that all of I Company would do the job).

The patrol moved to the woods weat (130203) of MOYENVIC, met enemy fire
which it returned ahd;gaused_tne qurrepdar of a platoon_of egemy‘with
approximately ten §lmm mortars.

I~Company had no success on HILL 310. It moved up on the fight of ©
Company but as soon a8 1t showed on the skyline on the lip of ;he ridgze at
(156223) it was subjected to intense eneny fire from EARAUCCURT sana EILL
310. L Company drew back. I Company moved to its positions on the hill
butlfefe nitvby a cross fire of automatic weapons from SALIVAL (141232)
end HILL 310, Colonel peale stated that the principal damage wes coming
from machine gun positions in a church at (150228). Zoth cozpanies were
ordered to hold thelr positions for the night.
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. support. The tanks (& negro tank outfit) would not move up as I Company

.tions in.the edge of the waods to the nortn (see map). I Company pushed

ik ]
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sbout 1lEQQ e 20-minute arclllery concentration from HARAUCOURT enc
vaRSAL fell on vovENVIC and the forward positions of the 2é &d 3d setsal-
ions. Colonel peale:. stated that this was the most intense artillery fire
the battalion.nas: eVel met.-

The; 3d- -Battallion tnougn)miuus K Company (which was with TF "a" -
see-note appendedo was the only maneuvéning~ﬁorce availsble: on KILL,310.
The next morning tne attack was to be resumed with [ Company’to 50 through™
£ coapeny di rectly to the crest of HILL 310. ‘I Company, with tne support

of a platoon of tanks from the 76lst Tank Battalion, was to attack the

enemy positions at SALIVAL Farme L Company got to the edge °f the woods

just short cf‘the ntll crest, but was pinned down. bY machine. gun fire at
qlpggfrazge‘frcm the hill creat*itself*and~by*mortar~ﬁirevjust ‘to the rear
of "the~hill. After several#houra*ofébeing&pinned»dcwnvcaptain Donakue’, CC
of;LJ06ﬁpany; nepbnxdd-hls;situation and Colonel peale ordered him to dis—
engage and. follow I Company to SiL IVAL. Farm.

1 Company's attack jumped off with the tank. plaxgonrgiyingnfife

4ttécked. I Company madeva marching fire agsault from the southeast

keeping under the protection of:a 1ip of HILL 310. I Company. overren
the oppesition at SALIVAL but tnere was difficulty when the supporting tank
platoon didAndt 1ift its fire.on the posit-ona after I Company reached it.
The tanks, following up the attack were stalled in the flooded.stirean Just
short of SALIVAL. 1In this attackAI Company’ .received fire on the flanks

from the woods on tne r'ght ‘and..met grazing: »ripre. from strong enemy posi-

on from SALIVAL, attacked this wooded area to the north and succeeded in

*etting e fomthold before dark.
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KoTZ: During this attaclk TF "A" moved from MOYENVIC elong the road west

5T SALIVAL toward MORVILE . All units mentlconing thls tesk force glve the’

fmpression thet it aid not acgcomplish enything, but met heevy fire and
nad high casualties. Tt appears however thet this tesk force must have

sgsisted.1 company, and Surned. the la £t flank of the 101s ¢ Infansiry, valeh %
eventually resultec in the taking of EILL 310. (See emall unit interview,

K Company, By 1.t Howard).

By this tiﬁeutne eneny defenses of BEILL 310 wers well spoﬁted. O
nad strong auﬁomatic.weapons positions on. the & rward slope of the hill
and on the nill crest. He nad two (some reports say six) TSmn infantry
nowitzers on the ridge crest itself commanding 1its entire length. There
were a number of mortaf positions behind the tip of high ground at

(158232) . Tt was later found that these mortars were Aug into X0 =-foot

pits. <he eneny artillery was all to the east of the hill positlons. The

34 cattallon which was on the wast of the ridge was getting practically
no artillery fire but werse meeting;inbensive.ﬁachine gun_and;small.arms

fire from infantry positions.on-;he wooded alopes.

puring the 9th, L Company was sent to SALIVAL. The plan was for the

pattallon to gttack with I Company on the laft and L Company on the rizght

up the ravine: to the northeaste.

| on the morning of the 10th, 1 Company resumed 1ts attack on enemy
positiohs in the woods to the north. It was sntended first to send the.
ganks up the ravine to the noftneast to blﬁnket the woods with flanking
fire. The 500 yards from northeast of SALIVAL there was a tank trap exX-
tending across the ravine and ahchored at both side
It was then ‘planned to send the tamks crogss=country directly at the

corner of the woods with the infantry %o follow. Tihls attack jumped’off

as planned but the tanks noved out too quickly and got wglll%@ead‘df the

{nfantry. Then pecause they were exposed, the tenks withdrew to s:L:vgi.

snother attack was made which was natter coordinated. mhis tlze oné
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platoon of I Cozpany plus a weapons platoon got {nto the woods and after

R

engeging in 8 nand to hend fight were able to clear an area sobout 300

(i ahon

yards ceep and 200 yards wide. ' :

At*this time COIOneineale?committed his. battle patrol to melntein

4

contact with units on the: left of"the:3d Battalion..

alion. has a battle patrol. composed.

(KOTE: IR the:loratszgimentﬂeaén{bwtt
have- volunteered for- commando

5??6ﬁa'o£f£cersandrfive“enIiated’meﬁiwh0~
mi'sslonsw)
Ths 34 Battallon patrol (Lt Howard A. Balm) worked up in the CEEZEL woods

(2524) and encountered a group of fifty %ermans maneuvering to make a

counterattack on SALIVAL. The patrol took them under a surprise fire at

50 tO'IOO yards range and dispersed the enemy unit. The patrol withdrew

bwckgﬁouyardsae&pecting;tﬁe onemy~ to-neghoup; £or & second engagemnent.
tn: 8. sho¥t: timé. the: ‘eneny d1d.make: a. sadond. attack. THE: PEEFSL stoppéd

thia,by“ﬂire“from-entrenchedcpcaitfonsa~ The”enemy'gpoup‘was-driven"ofr
for zood. ‘
Du:ing*the>aftgnnoon;Qf‘tbe 10%h; L)QQgggny’wgg;ggnt‘q;f to EQ?fleft“,é:::;:i

of T Company with the mission of clearing tne ravine to the point of open

ground at (158245). 1In moving up I “ampany circled through the wooded

he laft of the ravine (see map) and reuched.positiona'benind the

(Dufing this attack

area on ¥

tank trap Jjust short of the point of open grounc.
rehing fire in clearing a

E Captain Donanue taugnht his men the use of ma

wooded -area.) - t encountered

vhen L.Company. reachedithe abover position 1

enemy' machine gu§a~§§pfuppto,f£re,cirectlyﬂdownﬁthe ravine. This: fiire-

"““'"““wnaid*upvths”companyz

i Sipctsanslit Lol R S BRI R "
o RIS WTEVERTTRE YOO B SR s ety & 5
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By this time I Cempany had swung around to the left in the woocs

CTRATEENY

and began to push east on the point of the ravine. Under Colonel peale's

the

L e idd b - ssaBa

direction both companles pressed forward along eneny positions at
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i1t had been :educed to approximately 507 strength during {

-

i

E:

point of open ground. It was 1 Company that finally overcameé the enemy #
machine zun positions at thls point and cleared the road for further move= :2. i
ment. ’ 3

The two companies then formed in a column of twos on the road with

1, Ccmpany leading~and.moved out. to the Northeast with the road junction

at (161255) as the ohjective. Every 50 gards or so there was an exchang®

of fire with snipers along the road. Each time two or three men werse
casualties. Lt Col peals decided thet this kind of movement was too

costly, and L and T Companlies procured poaitions with a perimeter defense

{n tae middle of the woods at grid line 25.
Colonel peale sald that 1t was difficult to describe the extreme

napdship of this day's action. 1¢. was ralning; the woods were axtremely

heavy-and.spotted.by groves of heavy pine which tne enemy often used for

defenae positions. The area was much too large for one pattalion's

operations and both right and left flanks were exposed. puring the night

it was poasible-to get'aupplies to the pattalion. (That day the 1lst.

gattalion began to work on the wooda to the right.) several enemy patrols )

ﬁere»encountered. Tneae~werersuspectad,to_be'enemy units trying to with-

raw from cut off poaitions,
By the nizht of the 10th the 104ta inrantry had reached positions

northeast of MORVILIE. TF mam which had peen working with the 104th was

attalion during the night, bdut

=

dissolved. K Company reverted- to the 3d B
;taf;cglon“with
TP "A". ST T T T ’

It was planned to resume the attack on tne morninz of the 1llth with

g e reast on the rigbt and 1eft ot the road toward

two companies movin

the enex=y strong goint at the mead junction. This attacx wasd made with-

out artillery or mortar preparation. The 3d 3ettalion, t{pred ancé ¢col&,

-7




maede 8 despersate ettack to get out of the woods. With a hes&vy volume of

merching fire, they succeeded,in overcoming gll opposition. The wOOCS

werse cleared and a. few eneny automatic weapons positions"were overrun

stftheinéad?Junct;ohrbsﬁonewnoon. At this point an enemy oattalion CP

wéggtkgeg:wi;h,agp;oxiqgtelyslOOJ?W31
NQTE:: DMTLiNG tnerattaakdaeﬂﬁnhl enemyaﬁoﬁ%;mgrtans wgichrnaQ’been cap=-
Euf@déin‘tnqurev40u33day!s}accfbnsWemg.uapd?vemy,eﬁﬁbc&ﬁyelyxon.tne’enemyv

strong point at the road junction. Colonel Peale mentfbned.tnat the.
only way o control this attack in the dense jood snd rain was by Judsing

the nolse made by both friendly emd enemy fire. practically all the
armunition the battallon carried (each man with at least four pvandoleers)

wag used up during the attack.)
The-battalion gsecured poaitionS'at the road junction and sent its support-
ingnﬁank‘pﬁatoon gﬁarded by’amépmbat'pg;rol,dgwq‘tge crest of the riage
. to- the' southe By*tp;p_ti@gftne_létﬁsatﬁa%}ﬁnhhadasgizedgposixtons on.
._tnewnidggﬁfrpm the west andithg?Sd.Bﬁttglionapatréiwiﬁﬁilitti@.b%ﬁ%aifi&h
except'fidg:artiller&rfire.“ o ’ '
The~divisfon“feﬁiéﬁpeﬁ-dﬁringsthnfllrIthlof November. The 104th
nad_reacaed positions near HAMPONT (151269) . fhe 328th was moved up Lo’
be committed between the iOlst and the 104th Infantry Regiments. OB the
12th the 3d Baﬁtal;on, lOlst Infantry, was given orders’to push to the
northeast froo {ts positions at tne:road Junétion‘whiieltbe ist and the
24 Sattallons, whicn had been padly mauled in their fight on HILL 30
were to extend-out along the soutnern,edge:of the KOECKING-Eonest. on
tne morning of the thh Colonel~Pealembsﬂdnup;tﬁe-bgttalion;s;attgck

until he could make 8 reconnalssance oﬁ:enemy~positions.to‘hts front.

Captain pennis, the pattalion g-3, went out with® three li;nt*tanksm(761§t;

Tank 3attalion) end located an enemy strong point of macaine gund and AT
weapons at (162258) in the open ground in ¢ront of the road junction.
turins tnls reconnaigsance Dennis' tenk was hit by sm f£ire but nhe wss

able to Zet back to give his report of the positions.
. a- :
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gerching fire and I Company reeched positions along the road at (173259).

" =~ and wooded area to the front of the battallon was heavily mined. It

_tlons at certain points along the main road through the Kozcxlﬁs forest

to the esast were indicated on this . map.

pbout 1000 hours the pattzalion attacked with L Company on the left,

T Co=peny on the right, with the road. leading into the KOECKING woocds as

the axis of the attack. This attack was preceded by artillery raking the i

wooded area snd the strong point on opea ground to the left. I Company:
pushed forward along the road with tank support, but two tanks were
knoékedlout'by AT fire (probably two enenmy tenks) at the road junction

at (168295). The enemy anti-tank weapons were overrun by I Company's

L Company made 1ts attack on the strons polnt preceded 0y an artill-
ery_barrage-(firing white phosphorus @md hizh explosive) wnich was lifted
by radio as the company'approached.the.strong point. The company follow=-
ed Lmmediately with marching fire, overrunning the eneny positions before

tne Germans could get their heads up, and _according to Colonel Peale,
bayoneted most oﬂ‘tne-enemy while they were still in their foxholes:.
There were a few PWs taken. '

In this attack both companiea were led by thelr company commandsers
personally and botn companies raced to soe how far they could get.
waards the end:of ;hpvattack Plis were: picked up and interrogated on the

spot by Lt Freedman, the pattalion S=-2+« The PWS inaicated that tne road .

wag also lesrned from & map taken with the PWs that there was 8 reserve

pattalion of enemy on the tip of woods at (179252). Enemy howitzer posi-

Cclonel Peale stated that 1t would have been possible fr the
wattalion to advsance farther that day out concsrn for a gossalibls counter-
sttack by the reserve enemy battalion on nis right flenk ana lack of

9=
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knowledge of what was on nis left caused bim to nhold up a8t the positions

inaicated. During tae day the 3d pattalion 101st InfantTry ned been attache . #

eﬂ:to;tbaySZB&h,Lniehmrg:a;d4colonel peale's deoision.tohhold¢up was

agreed- to BY coYonel Jacobs, co~of; the- 328%tb. Colonelhpeale»adaed that.

the- battelion avd: not- whnﬁftojatogteﬁ tneaerpositianVaa\Lt -had la arned
by'tuis”timo tnat*anylhaixﬂmoanggtmatvthoéenémm\wgg;o reglster: 1n-antill=
ery very quicklye.- The battallon got @& shelling that nigbt, put received

only two small counterattacks from @& gwenty-man patrol which werse beaten

of f by rifle fire.
puring the night the 24 pattalion, 328th Infantry, relleved the 3d

Bpﬁ?@iion,,idlﬁﬁglﬁnanxry; on its ‘pights flenks end tne 34 Battalion, 10lst

Iﬁféhtny"_gnegarod,tovoonttnuexthm attack: on tne.left:ofthe,nogd,thnopgp

tne-KOECKINGlfozosx.

NOTE? During“tnat day o Q)“pany”offtheNIOlst‘ ingtnezextanding along-
Tne . KOECKING. wood s, nagd attempt%d*to ‘attack from: the tip of: the. woods at
(1722524 on ememy positious,rom aining’ &n< sT MEDAND - As<sooﬁ;eaxitfb¢gan

it's move G company waa~3ubjeoted-tortnree hours intense ertillary’fire~
' ‘ heavy oaaualties to the

company. At tahls point Colonel Jacobs of the 328th 1nfantry took over
suparvislon of ¢ Company and reorganized its positxons.) :

The next day the 34 Battallon, moving generally to the northeast,

cleared 2000 yards of woodod area without gerious oppositioﬁ. At the

and of the day's advancevsome opposition was met at the edge of the woods

t (191273)'rrom‘tni:ty enemy@dug_in:along a stream. bed. These werse

cuickiy overcome Y7y assaultgfire. Tnp<battalion moved up to-WUISSE’

(205285) ma held in tbere fopr the nightJ The battalion was able to.

rest and dry their clothes in housea that night during which tnreer inches’

- -
-3 -

of snow fall.

Tha next morning geveral of the men 11t fires to warml their "K"

rations in the wooas north of WUISSE. The snoke of tne fires apperently

drew enexy artillery fire. Several‘caaualtiea were received fron 8
’ -10=7 ’ :
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Serenses in the KOECKING woods. FoOr the entire length ©

"the objective with X compan§ follcwing. 1 Company %as

short but heavy concentration.

NOT=: AL this point in the interview Colonel peale Gescribed the eneny
f 15,000 yards

the woods was prepared for an elaborste defenseé witn foxboles, zlg-z8g

trenches ana. dugoutse. _
CONTEIL - DIZUZE road. However most of these positiorns were found un-

occuplede. Tberenemy~were'able to make only 8 spotty but stubborn gefense.
Along the main road were wire, mines, and strong points. A few tanks were
encountered along the road. The main enemy defenses in the woods were

overcome by 8 right flank maneuver on the part of the 24 sattallion 328th
Infantry (reference: Interview, 308 ¢th - Inf entry, enclosed in this volume)):«

On the morning of the 14th the 3d pattalion attacked to the lotersal

road'nortneast.of \UISSE. 1 Company leading out with HILL 296 (215296)

as objective. £nemy units which nad been dislodged ©Y¥ tne movement of

GCA, 4tb armored Division were still sctive on tne north on the 34 pattal-

jon front. One enemy unit get up machine gun positions slong the edge

of the woods northeast of WUISSE. Lt Krug, forward observer from the

2634 FA aattallion, called for- the éreparatory'artillery fire on this

enemy gun-position~but'a mistake‘was.made.of one grid square in the lay-

ing which caused the flre to fali short on the 34 pattalion. A few

caaualties“ierefcaused but there was no gerious camsge.

1 Company opened on the enemy‘position with thelr machine guns and

small erms and after 8 shert fire fiant accounted for rquite 8 few"

Gennans-dead or captured. 1 Company went along the edgé of the woods to

to be the maneuver=
ing elerents oOR the right flamks. L Company met organized eneny positions

on the hill put in 8 marching fire attack cap tured the position. riter

the hill was salzed, L Company continued‘east to the roed where 1t en-
countered two 7Sma SP guns on the main mad set to flre:to,thé‘norih,,

mhese SP .guns were knocked out by bazooka fire, small erm$ add;flfle}

grénades. Fifty pnts were taken and Shere were a good many ereny <ead.

L &G X Companies received approximstely thirty casuaslties cumi ng the

- - -11-
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attack.

I Company, werking up to the road junction (237), took up'pcsltions.
Just as the company had began operating thelr 284 radlo, it recelved a | -2
tremenduous-artillery concentration from thre i ght' flsnk. The Company

noved. away: from the-road junction 200, yards to the edge of the woods on’

-

.,&t,Y i Sk g
X .

ths~nbréﬁgbuﬁ‘inudoﬁng:tniérwaﬁkeduunder&a*muzbie“cf,an‘enemy SP gun

parked in the: woodSe. Tha'coﬁpghyzénggged the~ sp with machine gun ana %
rifle fire. Two of the Germans lLmmedlately came out to surrender but the %
rest of the crew decided to fight. I Comparny naed no bazookas or rifle ;
grenades. The SP withdrew to the north pessing in front of the positions g
of K and L Companies. As it passed, Pvt Q. J. cusic lobed 2 hand grénade % .
In: the top- of’ the: SPw The’ grenade set off” the gHmuniitidoh’ dnd destroyed. ﬁ

the. P puring the: engagement:. the' enemy SP- had: not returrned fire. The:
other- two sg:wegpona:whichfh&d?been;kngckedfoub by L. Company-blocxed. the
road.. |

vihile tne-battsiion~repatned&ih‘theae%gostxions; tn@nevwaaxconsﬁdera*::fﬂfé'
able enemy artillery fire falling'in the general area but It all fell
long or shor§ of the position held by the batts 1ion. When the resistance
was broken L Company took up positions in ARLANGE Farm (22?284) where they
fired in support of the 328th Ihfanfry into the KOECKING woods. At thils

time the 34 Battallion reverted to the control of the 10lst Infantry.

Note: During the. day~ (13' Novenber) the battalion neceiyed their first
reﬁIa&em@nts,(agprcxiggtgly¢2009@u Colpan;Pealezsxated,tngg~1n?subseguaht'<
actions‘ﬁhsge,mgn,wno¢were'mainly ASTP. and Regular- .rIay men turned: out.

9

2l

very well, but?@rgqgwénp»l;ckingiinwcertain"nekaesary“training#sucnhas

i extenced order Artll and hand. signals controlling,lt-ana the- use of” the; ~
- —3@CORGATY, WOGpPONS- Such as the- BAR; mortar,.etce _ &

E: o
B al

LR il di
s Easd. B

The battslion remained in positions in the vicinity of WUISSE for

ki

Ao ki
POp

several days, absorbing its replacements and rehabllitating its troops,

gy
S

during walch times the 328th Inmanﬁry cleared to the eastern ecdge of the
-12-
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KOZCRING woods ana CCA, 4th trmored Division, after its unsuccessful
attack on GUEBLI!G, was withdrawn on Corps order, The 10lst Infantry was
given the mission of cracklng the enemy defense line at GUEBLING. On the
eveninz of the 17th-18th of November the 1lst Battallion moved to positlons
above KUTZELING Ferm (255312) in preparation for the attack. (Refer to
interview, lClst Inﬁantry.and CCA, 4th Ammored Division).

The enemy had a strong front line pbsition on & railroad embenkment
along tne DORDAL creek. This line position was supported by high grourd
500 yards to 1lts rear fﬁom which artillery and morter fire could be
directed. (Colonel Peale gave scmse detalls of the enemy defenses. - At the
railroaza embankment, ties had been taken from the railroad track ad
machine guns dug in ﬁo(fire airectly up ana down the track -itself.
Another machirne gun position was in a culvert through the embanicment
abmad.to‘fire'blind, with the aid of = observer who directed the fire.
The critical strong point in front of the 3d Battalion was -a granite
quarry at (268320) with two large slag piles dominating the railroad em=
bankment. The 10lst. intantry planned to attack with two battalions

abreast, coardinated with. the attack of the 10lst infantry on the lefte.

Ths: objective of the 3d Battalion was HILL 273. On the morning of the 1l&th

‘under cover of darkness before the artillery preparation, the battelion

inched up to the railroad embankment, with the minimum loss of surprise.
After the artillery preparation, I and K Compenles attmnpted to secure
the embankment itself. By tnis time the enemy werse coaolesély alerted.
Every man who tried to cross ‘the emﬁﬁﬁkggggﬂcame under 1ntense flanking
zachine gun ﬂ.re grazing the track and frontal fire from tﬁe enemy posl-
tions on HILL 273, end from two large slag plles at a quarry (269320).

In this attack I Company was on the right enc L Compeny cn the lefte.

0y
.

— e e - O3
- R




el

K Company was in reserve. Tné pattalion had its OP.on the edge of the -

woods ebove KURTZLING Ferm end M Company gave fire support with onse _ 3

[

plsatoon of machins gunsxon;tne.edggtof the woods and 1ts mortar platoon
péeic? 17 ‘the» WOOGSe.

Both L and(ILbomgpniws found-it impos.aible. to get across the embank-
mqntfaswplégnQQQ* TnSffarwardéartillory observer; witht I Compangkbecame
separated :ron his radio and the ‘only artillery support I Lompany could
get was from the radio operator, & private, who directed the artillery
fire well but not accuratelye. About 0700, L vompany managed to cross the
tracks and get up on the reverse slope af HILL 273, There 1t received
a he.avy volumer of machine gun fire from the, front end the left flank.
Ckgtagg‘ﬁbnggg95 Company” CO,. yaaikilledfandzavery oﬁficer ot‘tne,cdnpany
were: casualtiesis Tbgfcompanyﬁlbsxlanaestr1pted thirty men. atvthiswtime.
Lt clark; the- forward observer of. ﬁiie': 101k FA Bettallion, &'d. & pletoon
SEigééh;:tbpkkévén.tﬁe company. |

goon after 0700, 1 company got: a; few.men seross the track but were.
K

unables to advance‘against the enemy positions in the gquarry. At Q&1s5,

company was committed with the mission of cleaning out the guarry with
the help o” 1 Company's fire. At about 1030 1 Company managed to.edjust
a hesvy concentration of time fire on the quarry itself and began to side-
slip to. the left of the quarrye.-

BY wmitingwunti;.IiCpmpany*got to flanking_ggsitionshnorth.oﬁvth&
quéfry, K Vompany’ was able: tordrivex>on: to the slag plles with assault
fire taking prisoner three ogflcers»ani«nzhetﬁéfive:menﬁwitnta,large,
number of ensemy Kkilled. With this strong polnt eliminate¢; 1 Company was

able to work along the edges of the. woods to the north but in colni so

came uncer direct end intense flanking fire from the enemy positions ip

‘front cf L Compeny on HILL 273. They pushed on in sgite of this tire snc

-4 ¥
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in the poaitiona noted. At this time Captalin gerald wilson took cherg®

reached positions in the BOIS de CORDES (B2321 - see map) .

At ]500 it becane possible to get artillery fire from the 180th FA
Battaliog on HILL 273 1in- front of L Company. This fire diminsihed the
enemy voluxe of fire, but there still remained three machine guns laying .
a cross fire on L Company's positione. Just at dark L Company'decided on

desperate attack. 1t worked up tha~nill with assault fire and attacked
machins gun positions with bazookas and srenades. Most of the eremy
were killed; six PYi's were tsken. Colonel peale stated that the cre&it'
for this attack should g9 mainly to T/sgt Sam A. Longbottom, who was
actually leading the companye. L and K Companies then moved up to posl-

tions held by I Company and. during the: night set up & perimeter'cefense

of L bompany.

Tne coordinated attack of the: 104th- and 10lst on the 18th hed broken
the enemy'defenae line in the GUﬁBLING - BENESTROFF areé. On the night
of 18-1g, orders. came down to the 34 Battalion by way of 1its rxecutive

fticer to continue the attack at 0700 the next mornin~ with successive
objectives; ‘the. BOIS D*MARIMONT; the FORET de MORLING and TORCHEVILLE

(3535). The battalion pad no idea what to expect in their next move &3
it bad veen able to make only @& lﬁmited reconnaisaance from its present
positions. During the night enemy vehicles were neard moving both 1in
the BOIS CCRDES and BOIs.de YARIMONT « Attempts were mede %O establish
contact with the 24 Battallon on the south but this was unsuccessful.

At dawn the»next morning as the attack jumped off, the battalion
received pneavy artillery fi1re on tne edge of the CORDES woods from posi-
tions to the northeast. I and K Companiesd moved off apreast with march=-
ing fire toe 800 yards to the B30IS ce YALRIMONT wnlle getiing artillery
-15=




fire fr&m tme north flank. AS the leading elements entered the woods
five enemy tanks were.located on HILL 289 to the north. Ceptain Jackson
got-an afféctive grtrlib:y'concentration on these tanks and drove them
off- the-hille. It~wag~suppggedgtnat~tb&ae:tanks ;enp carrying a forward
artiilermyobserver%whbg&irecténgtdewartﬁliery fife-onéthe«baxtalign.A
As'I ana K Compan les pressed into the MARIMONT woods they received
an intense fire of 120m mortars and 150mn artillery fire which colonel
peale sald was the most intensive fire that he had witnessed against the
battalion. This fire was greatly diminished in accuracy after the enemy

tanks. were: criven out, but still. continued.. The enemy fire had come from

JZABINMONT.

NOTES~ This?actibp;wﬁa*e;trsma&y?qonruﬁédlquﬁthe?eheﬁymanﬁilleny:kepp§
GRIca disorganized.- Golonalupealeaseomad to be sure: of the. sequence of
events, but not: of’ positionsi. 334féit;tbattthe“twofnangeax:daysffbr'ther
battallion dunrng;thevLorraineqcémQaign were. these, the 18th and. 19thw
This qrtil;eryﬁbggragp Rﬂ@_b@t chpﬁn}p@%I gndrﬁqugx*gmrd,,pnd;com%
pletely wiped out the light machine guns of both compaﬁies. The 2d Pla-

toon of M company was conmple tely wiped oute. The battallion strength was

reduced to abdut'ZOO‘efﬂectives.

After this concentration Colonel Peale committed L Company to cover
the southern edge of the woodse. At this time. the- 24 sattalion, 104th

‘1afantry,; was, noving up on the le:xt but;thdrp“was,no;contact between the:

battallionss: I and,KchmQanieaﬁwenexbadly}disqrggnizgd. The 8lmm.Platoon.

of U Companylmas_useé to evacuatewthe;WOundeduby nandcarry back to -the:’

Bd:s CORDES, and EQe.survivora of the barrage were as;embled along the

ot

road in the center‘gf‘tne woods. The scout platoon vas used to guard thse

rear of these elexzents alonz the edge of the woods. aboul thie time &
b

seconc shelling came in, nitting the woccs end wiping cut grecticelly tre

entire scout platocon. A patrol- of volunteerstwasusgntxup‘co,tne~hi;n.
=16=
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Captain Wilson took the company up the nill with asssult fire whers he met

' screxm.nb because its positions were shot up). L Company passed tarough

ground in the cénter aof the woods to reconnoiter that position emd lock
for %She 24 Battalion, 104th Infantry. before the getrol got well of f,
several enemy tanks were discovered along the road in the center of the

woods. At this time-a squadron of p=47's came over on & reque sted mlssion

to attack MARIDMONT. The p-47's spotted these tanks. They bombed and stral-

ed, dériving- out the enemy tanks, but caused several casualties to the 34.
sattalion. It was still only 1100 in the morning.
About noon, during a pause in the actlon, Colonel Peale personally

reorgenizea his pattalion. It was formed along the road and out in the .

woocds to the southern tip. BT this time most of the enemy in the woods had

withérew to positioms in MARIMONf- Colbnel pPeale decided thet the only
way he could get beyond the woods was to attack the southern ecge of MARI-
¥ONT to clear a route to the MORLING wocds. The st:engtn of the battallion
at tnat time was equal to op® good sized company with a few Supporting
heavy weapond.

L Company attacked to clear -the high ground in the BOIS D'MARIMONT .
tbe 24 2attalion of the 104th Infantry (the’Zd Battalion did consicerable

the 24 mattalion, 1O4th, and went acwn the hill toward the Chateau (502329)
t MA4RIMONT, recelving some automatic weapons, rifle, and zortar fire from
the town as it =moved in. Reaching the edge of the town 1, Cozmpeny spotted
a ¥k VI tank in the chateau on the right of the main roed and decided to
withnold its attack sirce the company haa no ba«ookas or. A renades. The
company began getting heavy tank fire from the WO Oc §7 east of _ VARIMOVT

(310328). The artillery liaison officer succeeded in la ing aruillery

fire on these tank positlons ard diminished the fire. The company then
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__ﬁ_w:....-ﬁ - "oods, eet‘ng no oppositiol

gecured positions far the night.

chat niza® at 2100 the enemy opened up wita every kina of weapon

tnag‘.ne&nad,_,, E‘iremas tremendous in. volume but- nostly {naccurate and

cauged no serious damags - It was pnesumea chat the enasiy; was pulling out

"e‘tting .ptd of 1t a;'«til;lbry‘ load.\ besﬁo po Lt movedds

During the ewvening Colonel. pealei -returned o the’ reigiment” and Ie=-

celved orders to conti,nue the ettack the . nexb mornling. Ee 1= arned that

the 104th Int antry was goling through NEBLING t° ALEES,LRO:: . - During the

evening the 3d Battalion moved across the road into the woods east of

VARINONT™ and in that position received 100 repl;acements. (At that time

tnere were nine: men.in L Co:npany»and.;

panies weref gssigned. twenty»fj,ve men and the resd of.tne; replac:ementa’

Hﬂ’éﬁt‘:“i‘ibdtfe‘d,,,to‘:‘ w and: I. companies; which were X8 pti as: the mgrin S striking

The- next. day I and. X. Companies. patrolled thrcup_n tne n'ORLI,N,-

‘‘‘‘‘

force.)

moods with I, Ccompany’ on‘“'cn"e: righ‘c andz s Company” .on: the” lefts: They- mak.

no resistance, put working tarough the wodds was slows Reachins ttie:

railrosd at (327330) at dusk and finding tnere was no way to get yehicles

across, tne‘jbaett'al‘ion planned to outpost there for the nisnt. - HoweverT,

colonel scott, Regimental Commander, insis ted that the pattallon con=

tinue the atsack %o TORCHEV.‘II;IE. in accordance with these 1pnstructlions

toerbatta 1ion. took of £ that evenning in the dark and. in 8 drizzling rain.

ALY ve—hicies« were 18 f¢ venind. 1, Company: led otf the- atzack gnrough the

a but finding seversl ebatis on the: roade

the pattalion, travelling in s chained file, worked out from tner edge®

of the woods towards TORCHEVILIE- Near the ecdge of the town tne lead

petrol picked up swo Germaln guards. They were in‘cerrogateo on the spot,

ers -0ld there were eigateen =en in TORCE—E‘JILLE and approximately fifey

mer. on the higa ground on eltheZ. side;of. the towne LT weunford, CO ol ¥
-1B5 ‘

10. in K. Company« cach of thess® com="

e




‘8

3

23

r————e—

Co=pEeny, took the- two Pws lnto the town, had them point out wnere ¢the
eneny were ststioned_and.took the eighteen prisoners without any resis-
tance.

L Company led by sgt Longbot ton and Sgt Murphy moved to the hill
south of the town, but decided.iﬁfwas too dark to search out the enemy
positions. At first lignt 1. Company moved over the nill «d after a
brief fire fight completely overrsn the enemy positions. Approxhnately
fif ¢ty Piis were taken there. The rest of the battalion nad moved in the
town during-tne»nignt. They kept several wounaed prisoners under guard
tn the town that night. The next morning an enemy tank got into the town
crom the north. mhe men prepared: to defend,thamselve$ {n the basements
af buildlings, during‘wnicn:tbe Pvwts escaped. The tank crew talked with
oné of the wounded pw's and then turned and- withdrew from the towil. The
cattalion expected &8 counterattack to break any moment, &and prepared
héstily for it. For some reagon the counterattack never came off. |
N ~o, The German 1ieutenant who nad commané of the position in TORCHE-~

¥*o said that he nad moved in late that afternoon expecting o be
followed by reinforcements. ge had had no time to organize nis positions

- pefcre dark. “mhis officer also gave~information on mines placed in the

road between GUINZELING and TORCHEVILIE. Before word of this could be
got back to the rear, reconnalissance parties from the regimental cannon

company mnoved on to the road and two peeps were blowne.

Tne battalion got artillery amd mortar fire in TORCHEVILLE but re-

ceiyed.no coun

having tfouble apound ALBESTROFF and the 2d Batiaii@@<of the 10Ist moving

ld

until the 21st and then went %o INSVILIER in regimental reserve.

The lst and od pattalions of the 10lst infantry continued the attack

tn BOIS de BONNEFONTAINE while the 3d gattalion was in regerve. On the
234, %the 34 gettallon was given orders to skirt the lorthern eGge of the

wocas to cspture VIZERSVILIER (4235). 1In this attack the za Battellon
: «19-

terattack. At the time the lOQtn infantry on the north was

out £Fom the LOHR to INSVILLER‘-’""""rh'e"“"i'at""0attal-lion “stayed in TORCHEVILLE -
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. BONNEFONTAINE end K Company wa

| Ject;Qé; EILL é82 éid,tﬁe road soﬁth of ALTWEILLER; ¥ Company made 1ts

was to pass thfougn the 24 Battalion~starting from the polnt of woods
(4133)} I Compeny moved North down the ravine, L Compeany circled to the
left of the towmn and, K Company was held in reserve vehind I Coempany.

Tnegsd,aattalxpnaggtxintb*tneﬁﬁomn:witngut¢a«ﬁ&gqt;and found the: enexy

had withdrawne
AbOut'l7OO‘hoursvAI;Comggrchontinued on-to the nigh- ground (4235)>
iortheast of tae town but met machine gun srd 20am AA fire. from & hastlly

unprovised strongpoint. This fire caused six cesualties before 1.t CLiRK,

the forward observor, could get artillery on tne strongpoint under which
I Company witndrew to the reversse slope of the high ground. That avening
ther 3¢ Battallon | nade. contactxwitn ;;q 2d Battallon of tpe.lOlst.Infan-
try: La the: cormer: of~thes woodss at. (435349) TﬁeﬁbridggzaplVIEERVLLLﬁ,
hads be'en secured: {atact;. end:in ordsr: fo guard: itLﬁﬁen3§;§htﬁﬁlioh-ph&ced;
L;Cbmpani'nortb.oﬂttne» ridgefin tHe' vicinity of ST EEIZ oTH FARY (415
365°) ' |

The next day the 24 3agtallon ran into tnbublp;a;rtbe’cnateau‘dq

s attached to it @& ordered to attack

along the edge of the BONNEFONTAINE woods to the Noptheast with the ob-

attack during tne afternoon and reached its objectliwe just pefore dark
after taking an enemy strongpoint on the edge of the woods by assault
fyrés.. »

Almo&t.immedi&tely after: K- Company: nad moved into.its objective it
recelived.a counterattack by @& company of fanaticel troops from the: north*'”
The ccunterattack was supported by nesvy 20=n AA firs end mortar fire.
K Company was cgugnt before its lines were firm. Its positiors were

overrun, after a hand to hand battle, and tae rema incer of the comp&ly
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the 4th Armored Diviaion:in~tne;GEISBUSCH wooDS. and on the high ground,

was driven back gbout 200 yards. It was estimatec thet 50 to 60% of
the compeany were either killed or captured in this counterattack. That
nicht K Compgny was brought back to VIBERSVILLER with tha effective
strength of about one good platoon. {(Refer to interview, 2d Battalion,

10lst Infantry).

while the 34 pattalion was in reserve the 1lst end 2d Battalions
cleared out the BOIS de BOHNEFONTAINﬁE to the SAAR canal. The 101lst Regls
ment was held for geveral days in division reserve. On the l=t of Decem-
ber the regimént was comnitted east ofrthe SAAR River to support the 4th
Armored Division's attack on SAARE-UNION.. The lst Dattallon moved

tnrough BURSACE (542336) and took up positlons relieving an element of

HILLS 317 axd 323, overlooking the SAAR River amd SAREEWERDEN to. the

weste The 1lst dattalion of the 10lst Infantry was on the right of the 3d

pattalion in the GRANDBOIS. The mission of the- 3d Battalion was to
attack along the river road to SAAR-UNION and to seize Hill 254 (525392)
North of tnencityb. Twe 1st and 2d Battallons were to go through the
BANNHOLTZ \OODS End.attack'SAAR-UNION from the goutheaste

At this timq-tng~;ino companies of the 3d Battalion,had.about‘firty
(50) men eache. During the day, K company cleared to the Southwest
corner of the GIESBACE wOoODS nd Col Peale took his pattalion command
group to gill 331 to establish and OP for the attacke L Conmpany- 8lso
took up positiona on gill 331. From this position it was possible to
observe SAAR=-UNION apd especially the nospital and pbarracks area south
of ths town. The OP at Hill 331 at tﬁis time had an enemy tank sniping
at it f>om about 600 yerda to the North, ard was receiving high vel=
oeicy'fire from the Northeast from tenks which coul@ ve seen on the

main road Zest from SALR=-UNION.
' - 21 =
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ring the 4a&y I and K Companies moved up tarousgd SARREADER!

-3

Du

and continued to the outskirts of SAAR=UNION along the rallrosad em-= i
3

panicnent without meeting resistence. ‘ -

Dus. o the: terrain, I.Company reached.the outskirts of the town

w&taoutxreglittngztnacﬁthey7were near igs. Lote in the afternoon, I

anéﬁKﬁanpgp;qﬁxwere»sbngf&ntb‘;b%bcip;}1n.order to explore the

opposition thernefs They‘methbwnes¢%thnce«50-I‘Cogpany¥conﬁinuad through:

veered off to the

to the tastern edge of the town, walle K gompany

left to selze & foot hold on nyll 254 walch was the battallon object~ %

ive. a8 K Company cems out of the town they met heevy machine gun

fire from hill 254, Thig fire pinned down the company and caused fif- -:
ﬁé?n*(l53'c§su&1t£esw- Wwhat: was leftldﬁ-K Ccmp&pi.wigndggw&back into i
the town after darke. Afterndaxk‘#;Cégqg§§9g§y7baCthqftheuoutaKirtsg ﬁ
. oA ?

4

south oﬁ”tngsc;xy’ﬂcr~securitywréh;oﬁgsr Dhnxnazﬁnegniggkzgt;Comégéy;

wga’mqud;ap:osa:countnm}tOJSﬁRREWADEﬁN:€o~be~inwpositidhgﬁb enter the
tbwnawhtb*IiCbmpany:the:ndxt#moininé;

NOTE:s This 1s the account aS'givew:by*cor peale, For funther details,
soms of tnem,conflicting, see interviews: K companyAby‘Lt yoward, and
interview 2d Bn, 101st Inf by Lt Ludden.

The morning of the 2d Decemberl, the battallon reentered the city in

a column of comﬁanies, with I Company leading followed bva Cémpany anc

n of K Company. This time the pattalion was Op=

the- fifteen remaining me

posed.by‘macnine guns along the railroad tracks in the outskirts of the

R=-UNTION statione. The bastalion™

town and several anti-tank guns in the- SAA
tank destroyers whicn.took;thase_enemy

TR 5 b S i i A ek Sdode o il e

was supported bY a platoon of
: snd an artillery TOT" was placed.onxthe towne. AN

posiﬁ%cns7hnder tire

1000 rours the battallion moved up in single fi1le using the railroac

IR A ARE

v
cEhutc s hie

embanicment 838 cover to 1its rignt,'and the leauling eloments cf the

4
SN AP

bettalion reachad the town without casualties. + Company agaiﬁ puérzd
- 22 =
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tnrough the town receiving machine gun {ire from the Northeast &and
'scme inaccurate mortar and anti-tank fire. It took up 1ts former
positio ns 6n the esatermn edge of the town.

colone; PEALE was not satisfled with the clearance of the town so
ne used.l Company to patrol the streets and then to take up positions
dovering both the right and left flank of I Yozmpanys The fifteen men .
fram K Compeny were crdered %o set up & road block on the road leading’
froa the town to the Northwest. K “ompany positions drew fire fram
mechine guns and mortars froam Hi1l 254 which caused several aaditional
casualties, and 1t was necessary te lay smoke on H1ll 254 1n order %o
withdraw K Yompany back into the tovn. During the afternmoon, L Company
mede en attack on the barracks area South of the town. By attacking
the barrascks from the resr, L Ccompany succeeded 1in dislodging the-
enezy defending there and in taking most of them prisoners. 3y evening -~
‘of the 24, L “ompany wsas also able to clear the area to the river on the
West which.inéluded the railroad yards and & few enemy positidna which
__were still nolding out. :nat evening the town_was outposted with I Co  ———
on the Northeast, L Company to the left of I “ompany, 8 platoon of

tank destroyers on the high ground South of the town, and the Battalion

" AT platoon portheast of the town. During the. hight the 3d Battalion

(X Company alone) of the 104th Infantry came into the town to reinforce

the outposts.
The battalion still nad the mission of taking Hill 254 North of the

town. +he next morning an artillery barrage was laid on the hill at
0930 hours. About the same time I “ompany regp:ted:;nai the enemy on

the bill were forming for a counterattack, using the road to the =ast

of Hil1i 254, Artillery was laid on the enemy concentration but the

ene=7 °y that tlinme nad advanced to the edge of the ctty, overrunning ﬁ
_ the entl-tenk platoon of the 3d Rattalion which was blocking tnls rosc. N
- 23 =
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The eneny counterattack was supported by ebout ten tanks and &0

infantrymen. It infiltrated into the positicns of I Co=pély end were
eble to capture the I Compeny eaaquarters nd most cf the enti=tank
platoon.. Tﬁbgenemy~raﬁks=moqed systgmat*qally-tnnough the town, leying-
a.haavy:crosa-fire‘onvtns'streeta wh*le'tne;ensmy~inﬁantr7 moved from
acusei to» house,, taking ori. thes men who.iwerse cefend1n~ .in. houses, in small
groups.

The snemy counterattack was beaten off primarily by the ection of
Lt Clerk (the forward obgerver from the 10lst FA Bn with I Company)e
He called for artillery fire on his own positions which were surrounded
by. the; eneny tankse This fire was he.avy: enough to cause the withcrawal
of" theﬂenemy'infantry; andr the uanksbbeceﬁe\dfsorgdﬁized‘rnqn-t“e
commanding Off-lcer: of: It Cémpany® shot, the: enemy” tankcomianden who. exX="
pé%k&&himself infths#tufrht“dﬁ hiswcommandstank., sy-evening, I
Company was able to pusn pack to its positicns: and I, Company pushed
up to occupy the road on the left:- of L vomapny. At this time tne

division ordered the 34 Battallon of the 104th Infantry to cpmplete the

clearance and outposting of SA/ R=GTICN ana gave the mission of taking

Bill 254 to enother pattalion of the 104tn Infantry. At the same

ime a company of tanks from the 4th Armored Dixision come Linto SAAR-
UNiON to reinforce the 104th Infian trye The eneny: tanks, used in this,
cqnn;e:attack first-withdrew ﬂb*th@horehar&arzist‘of the- town and then-

walted Tgunt}‘l cark and withdrew touthe: Nor‘ch*\witnou ybelng cut off.

At th&s time the:1lst Battalion weat! lnto Regimenta1 reserve and. befor:

1t was committed ageln, the 101st Infantry was relleved end moved back tc:

rear 8rease.:
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2 rwIT: I COMPANY, 101 IXF REGT, 26 INF DIV ,

PZRICD: 30 KOV = 4 DEC 44 : .
ACTION: SAAR=UNION ' ]

SOURCE: LT. WALTER A. YOUNW, PLAT LDR, 3D BN, 101 INF REGT
' CAPT. GAEBRIEL A. IVAN, CQ ¥ Co, 101 INF REGT

(&,

PIACE AND DATE OF INTERVIEW: SALNAU, CZECHOSLOVAKIA = 18 JUNE 1945
INTERVIEWER: 24 LT. CHARLES KING HOWARD
UAP S 1/50,000 SAAR~UNION, SHEET NO. 36-1l4, GSGS 4471

puring this period Lt YounggQas a 7/Sgt, 3¢ plat., I Co., 101
inf Regt. He was. awarded the DSC for his part in the action and later
received a battls:fleld commission during the ARDENNZS on 19 Jan 45.
capt Ivan was a8 lst L%, serving as Ex 0, I Co., 101 Inf Regte

‘o~ notes: were referred. to during interview., Lt Young's memory
was not entirely relliable nor was he informed regarding units- bayond i
his. immediate concerne. capt Ivan was not present for the entire inter-
view: but, during the time  in which it was a combined interview, ampli= !
fied the information of Lt Young and furnished the information on the
lst plat and wpna Plats.

on 1 December the 3d Bn, l0lst 1Inf, was in the vieinity of PISTORF
(5133). "I Co was on tpe left flank of the Bn, which was working 1its
way north along the east side of the SAAR RIVER to attackSARFE=UNION
(5238), Preceded by two ¥=E armored cars from a cavalry unit, I Co

moved north along the PISTORF = SAAR=UNION ROAD to selze S/RREWERDEN

&

. (5236), wnich is located less than 2000 yards south of SAARE=-UNION.
The enemy had pulled out of SARREWERDEN ard were shelling it heavily
o~ . when [ Co moved through the town. The bridge at (521362) had been

: blown and mechanized cavalry units, observed on the west side of the

river, would not be eble to cross the SALR until the bridge was re=

rleced. 3Turing the afsernocn enemy 88 and 120 morter fire lanaed
constantly on the north side cf the town. E7 15C0 I Cco wes 500 yarcs

north of SAKREVEIRDEN in the vicinity of the rosd 8sd rail coossing

\)-)
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and in the open ground hhedavof'tne-woods>rece&vfns'heavy artillery

l . //"
R

N :
at (522366), where a gete~keeper's house was located, This house :

served as the Coz=pany observation post, providing excellent obssrvatlon

over' the open ground toward{SAAR-UHION and. to the northeast across

HIGHWAY: 61%-
b cb~attenptad t'o~push=on, in\a;column oﬁ,platobns aionggtn&

SARRE-.oDEL ROAD which slopedygraduallm down: to' a treei lined creek

running southeast across the Bn front. The bridge (526372) had been

blown at the creeke. Acrosa the stresm the road continued on to Join

HIGEWAY 61 at (527374), & point some 1000 yards from the I Co OP at

the switch=houseée. From the RJ the EIGHWAY runs into SAARE-UNION, &

dystarice of 700 ysrds, past g: factory: located. on the east side of the

road. German;barnacka»had besn conatructedgjuat south of town” alsor

.on"tanegsxfside_of’th&‘roadw Theaﬂignwgy~servedm33ﬂaaboundary‘between*

Ifamm'K:Cogpan;es;, Tne;day\was . cold:. andi clear”annqI"CO&could.observw

K Co.on the-northwest ;LdeﬂofrtbayaANKHOL$Z;-OODS,,acrésé;fn@”hignway,

fire, as they moved forwarce

In moving toward the creek (526372) I Co drew artillery fire but

was able to observe enemy troopa on tne south side of town and & tank

firing from the factory (526376). Artillery was alse coning from

VIILENESUVE (5137) across the SALR RIVER, although the. Compeny. had .
been tola that this town was in friendly handse. mhe:Companyfwas;tnen

ordered to pull back, probably to the vicinity of the cP, 8as. the 3d.

plat was given the mission of withdrawing into defilade along & trall,

running almost dus sast from SAZREWERDEN to Highway 61 %o form a lige

of skirmishers, establish contact with K Co, &nd advance ezein on ths

attock. ADoOut 160D six men wers sent from the 34 Plat %2 contact I
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co and tne Plat edvenced, keeping the main highway oR its rizht.
A3 the Plat. drew up opposite the OP (522366}, artillery fire checked

its further edvance across tns'Open'ground.

Tnelsa.Platoon sgt was then {nformed thatthe Company would resume
the attack at 1900, whan it would be.dark, end that his plat ould press
the attack along the axis of the SARREWERDEN ROAD toward the ’J
(527374) ané enter town on the west side of the Himwaye. L Co was

in reserve, dug in around SARREVERDEN and did not particlipate in this

action. AR attempt was agaln to pe made to contact A Cco in order to

coordinate the attacke. At 1900 another contact pastrol was seant across

the.ngnﬁay to the east to dontacz K Vo, leaving two squads. of about
7-3 men to press'ths-Sd.Plht'attack. At the same time the eapons Plat

and lst Plat, under Lt Ivan, were to advance from tbe'op porth along the

west side of'tne railroad that parallels the SAAR RIVER and enter

SAAR=-UNION from across the railroad tracks. The /pn3 plat was to sup-

port the I Co attack and would be positioned-by 1t Ivan accarding to

the‘situation.

At 1900 the I Co “ommander ordered his urits to attack without

Gelay, as he nad received work from the Bn that 4 Co was already in

town. Ths men in ‘I Co were aware of the ?ecq that there were enemy .

tanks in SAARE-UNICN and therefare pelieved that K Co must be facing

a stiff fight within the towne. The 34 Plat moved out witd the piat

sgt‘leading e two reduced squads, wn;le the Co “omdr followed

benind with an porward Qbserver with en SCR 300. it was dark by now

put the =moon had come upe +he Plat acrambie d. across the creek on the

1eft of the blown bricge (526372) over the debris which was only partly

ix feel wide &nc three to four feet
1o outfit wES

suomergeds, Tae creels was esbout s
tank cCa&ve=ly

deaps Mtith the eid of the mocnli ht @ light
-3-
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geen acros: the river, The Plat cévanced over the now rision‘cpen
ground guiding left (weat) of the SARTE\'.?.RDE}I ROAT and of the RJ-
(827374), st£11l watching for K co cn its right flank. Since jumplng=
off;the” night hed; been extremely quiet and there had*been no szmall
arms. £ire-heard.. The-~plat advanced. ‘about 500 yerds bveing careful to
guide wedl lefty of} the. féctnry“(s26576)wwharbman‘anemy‘ménkiwag~sxtllf
belisved tio be* Locratede At this pcint;a hecgorov waSrpeuetrated and,
two ner: ans completely surprised, were captured from their foxholes.
Lo enexy AT posit 1on was then spotted directly ahead. The position
was occupled by Germans put the advance of the plat was not observed
until it was withirn 3-4 yards of the enemy. The Germans immediately
took off to the rear toward town and ﬂwe-5+.gun'anihasmavwere'captured.
The fleeing troops;alerted.a.MG,saction, for- almos:it at. cnco two. heavy .
zGﬁaand“sgmwyr;fIES’opened“up*abbut:?&&lgg,x§§gs~agggg?q:‘tansa;platnﬂ

No;workrnaaxbeen*received fromsK.Co: and’ the I‘Cb:stadswnow:be-~

II&Ved‘th&aselvemLtOibeﬁout?alpnn‘ ands were=of course-without MG supporte-

Artillery began %O land on the slope £o the south in the vicinity of thw
creek. A1t this time one German suddenly sprang up from penind the At \
poa*tion and ran oveT the BAR man, who quickly knocked hia down. The
German began to shout g1v115 away the Plat locations and it was necessary
to teke aummary action. About this time the cO andé FO went ts the rear,
as thesradlo waa out, to tell the Bn vYemdr that the 3d Plat. was meet=!
ing stiffl. reﬁistance and -that no contact nad been mede with X CO. #

The Germans:.now began to' advance on’ the- 3d:plat~-positions ana t he-cap="
sured mé wa;—read'ed to help counter tHe atcack. The plamoonamld'ita#
fire, watching the Germana'! shadowy figures coxze toward them Ln what
«”cmuare {nterviews = 24 “n, 101 Inf (Bn S=9) ani 3@ oa, 101 Inf (Ba

li ‘gr ogei %ﬂterpretations o the activitlies of ¥ and I Cos
ne ar -
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. without belng observed, when suddenly heavy firéng broke == to their

o _ | 0 ,

was now a dark nignt except for the moonlizht, wh.ct ajided the defend-
ers., At GO yards tbs eneny fire was suddenly returned with was bve-
1ieved to be decisive effect. The fire fight then continued for some
time-wit out the 3d- Plst: givingvany ground. A thermite grenade was

received,_whicnnnad.bzen\sent ﬁonward by the Co Comdr, and also wori

that the Plat was to pull Dack and break off the fight. 7/Sst (now Lt)
voung had his men fall back while ne blew the AT gun with the grenade.
The resulting explosion drew an increased volumne of artillery fire
put it fortunately continued to fall well to the rear of the 34 Pplat.
The: plat now completed 1ts withdrawal without 1aving lost any men during -
the ent;reftinea '

In the\neantimeathe»otner.unitslor‘I Co, under Lt Ivan, hag. also:
made contact with the: enem7. At 1900 the Wpns and lst Plat had jumped
of’ as planned, moving along the embankment on the west side of the
railroad tracks. “n this route into SA- R=UNION the men observed two
Gefman zuard details walking south along & road which rurs on the east
aﬂie of the tracks. The Germans did not see them and the patrol

continuede. Lt ‘Tvan let the two ‘platoon. throught the canter of town

rear. #1ll the men immediately took cover, but then 1t was realized .

that the fire was not being dirscted at them but was coming from south

of towne - -

1.t Ivan agssumed that his route had by-passed an enemy defensive

position phich the 34 plat must have run 1ntoe

The squads ywere reorganized and then went northwest to the ecge

of town. A Gernan of ficer stepped out of a Cp and was Qqu- tekly chote

soon after the patrol was challenged D7 two guards who let the m9n

come up close befcre nalting them. The two guards were Gu tetly
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taken prisoner. A Sgt, Henry H Hoffman, spoke German end in erman . 4

gie

threatened~tne;guards with.death if they did not reveal the location

og?tne*f@stiofftnﬁiggqrdi‘ Tba?intihﬂdatbdgcqrmansathen 1sd thestwo
squads- £os the guard=housey where. 16-Ggernans were coll cted. All of
thgaaﬁmshxwerens&eeging,atwthc*timeaexcept oné sman. Ths’ Sg§ of they

german guard, who was among the captives, was very {nsolent and told

nis captors that they would be hia prisoners pefore they ever laft towle
ge sald that thare were 2 Iﬁﬂ Sns in town and an AA flak regt was ol
the hills north of towne .t Iven 's med moved back into town with
their prisoners.,. where they waited. an. nour expecting to make. nomentany
contact with.otner.friendly unita., After“wwiting thts time, g*patrol
gggﬁsgg§;tofthgfeast throughfthe”town towtry*to'contact.tne:Sd,Plat"
and; K Co) wntchguas‘upposed'to.beﬂin 1EOWR ot Theﬂforcewundeant Ivan:
was@rbiuctantpto-pul;wbeck, We: Lt meant. 3Lving up. ground,while-otb:r‘
forces might st1ll be in thes towns No*contaccﬂwaszmade with other
friendly unlts. Finally it was decided to pull back, and the force
returned across ths tracks, collecting two more prisonerse Across
the tpacks, 8till in the town aresa, pt Ivan left his men, and with
two guards took the 20 PWa back along the west side of the railroad
eﬁbankmnnt. de was anxious to determine~whetner nis fonce should b#!
withdrawn from~town'or'whetberﬂitrwaawto remain in- towns In“thqufeanﬁ
probably in the- .vicinity of the 1.Co:0p» he met the. bn “omdr’ whob
approved'nis withdrawing. 1t Ivan tnen " had his ménidrawn back about
400 7ards to the rallrosd station (524376) south of town and almost

due wast froa the factory (526376) on wignway 5l. The platoons dug in

for the night in en arc around the station eand L CO also came up and

dug in.
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‘would thus be made through the town to the northeast

It was by néw the conviction of I.Co, stated as a fact oy the
officers interviewed, that K Co had been 30 geriously hit by artillery
{;re-during-tne.afternoon and had received so many sasualties that it
nad besn unable to advance into~SAARE-UNION. K Co, according to these

sources, nad- less than one platoon left "as 8 result of the shelling

during the early af ternoon®.

. 1 Co was ordered to attack the following morning, so at 1000 on
2 pecember the Company moved north along the railroac tracks, follow=
iﬂg the route taken Fne nignt'beforejby 1t Ivants platoons- M Co
set up position; which enabled them to neutralizévan'enemy'macnine;
gun nest near the factory at RJ (527374)e 1, Co was also to attack
SAARE=UNION,, and 1t may De presumed that L. Co moved north along Hizb=

wey 61, for 1 Co reports (to this interview) that L Co only held the

eerman»barrackn‘aoutn of’town'during‘tne'ﬁigpt of 2=3 Depember@ 1 Co

planned to attack‘thevtown~from>deployed positions along the railroad

tpreck once they reached a polnt opposite to and just east of the towns

gighway 61 runs. through SALRE-UNION on tne east side of teown perellel

to the railroad and about 100 yards west of the trackse The attack

with the 15t and

.2d platoons, whose personnel numbered altogether about one platoon,

beling combined as the 1st platoon with the mission tO clear the north

nalf of the towns The 34 platobn would at the same time De responsible

for the~aou£n palf of the town.

uoving_acrdss‘iﬁe tracks the 1lst plat drew fire fmm a German

machine zun and could see 8 German tank back in the towne Three men

vere killed 1n this platoon 1n the vicinity of the maln strest corner

(524380) . By this time the 3d plat was also along toa2 nhighway but were
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being subjected tO small arms fire and could not get 8cross the roede. .

1%, wes-about 1200 apd.the Bn Comdr) seeing that-the men WeTe getting ok

panfcky'undur‘the firs-which they wdré:drawingsﬁsteppediout onto: the
‘styreet. an@aﬁirea ar £ull clip .o, the! Mglﬁwhich‘he;was}canrying‘at»a
ausgqcxﬁd&gpemx positione This&aetion ateaaied tha'men and tshortly:
after l'squad from the 1lst plat, got across the road, using WP grenadese
this squad set about clearlng the north sector of the town which went
on throughout the afternoon in a series of small arms fightse. The

3d plat also finally got acro3s the road and during the late afterncon
¢ladred its ares wrtnout:muchatroubleu. 1t. was bacoﬁing apparent from
the‘deczeased resistance. tnat;dQSt”oﬂfﬁnz*Germans had pu’lad*out’of
towhe. T/sgt’young*had*ths~3d ?1at4clearvtne~bui1dinga in*theixasactcn.
room” by roomﬁand*also‘found.himself‘givingycons@ant,instructionvtoJ

the: replacements which had: been; added to.therplat Facentlye: For’ tHese

mén this was thelr firat experience in ‘town fighting. In moving

through their sector of towd, the lst Pplat moved to-the left of the

church which forms 2 nplock not indicated on the map" (the town was

devided on the basis of a map study) and missed a germen tank located

R eid RALERAL N RIS K 3 ckovisk (Bl r U R R Y- Calad ik oo Al S " P remr TN A
5 PP FV R . PR RE R ] PR IO ) g Y I PR R
&2 N

rear the church. -

Athnigngtne;cpmpany»recrggnized,on,tnb inner of.the two;arc=like

o etk B
PRSIt N ERP LIRS

stregts.wnicn are on the eeeterneside-of“towni In the  process tney;cames

LB

verys close to firing on each other in ree;thbl@shipgﬁcontact?between‘

the two platoons. The CP for I Co was set up An a:big notel. in* the:t

f e

town. puring the evening sgt Henry Hoffman discovered the eneay tank

o alin AR

{n the churchyarde.. while observing the tank he weas jumped by two

Germans. GHe succeecded in killing one of them and wou"aing the other,
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pbefore jeaving to report the 1ecatlon of the tank. The orficers of 3
' 2
I Co knevw that the reznants of K co had moved through the northeest .. ¥
, < i
side of town»duringjtha%day and had been pinned down. L co was hold= 5

ing the enemy pbarracks Just south of the town. Late the night of 2=3"

pecember 1, Co, 104tn Inf, ceame- .into the: town and took WP positions

on the north side of town, covering that flank for I C9e

The morning of 3 Decembel started quictly. A good nouse for the

¢? had been 1acated just east of town on the road toO DOMFESSEL (3739)

sligntly beyond the 1ine of r4f lemen wnich now nad positions on the

edge of town racing easte A TD W83 located just to the lert of the

R (528384)\and geveral AT guns were also in positicn covering this

arese The‘c?'vas-tnerefcve moved out to the newly chosen location (83

0384) and. directly across the road in-a-clearing south of the roade.

At least one-liasod plane was in the aiT during this time ana the OP3

were alert. About 0900 the OP8 reportedAtnat 5 enemy tanks were

attacking from the east, moving out of cover and carsfully camouflaged

v had been.located. Tneirfmovement forward nad

posit.ons in which the

~not been detected either Y tne-opsjga—hhe—c?s or the liason planese

This counter-attack was supoorted by 1afantrye The CP was soon iso-

f one officer who nappened to bs goling by to check

lated, cutting of
The I Co EX 0, Lt Ivans, was in

the Ops when the tanks came in aight.

the town 8t the time with the 30 Comdr. The CO of I co was in the CP

when the tanks ware seen come inge H® snoutad to the staff, nrets g9,

follow mei" and ran out firing 8 weapon at the oncoming tankse

Apparerc tly tney failed to react to nig order, for the supply sgt, the

1st sst end two runners were ceptured waen the germans entered ths CPe

cne sgt, ter Gilpin, went down {nto ths cellar and when tke Germans ;3

grtempted tO enter the cellar froz= the first fioor, he fired cne round
: - g =




' yerge’ tell

ynocking 8 ngurp=gun® out of & German's nends. “e wes nect Tother d

further end wes niiberated™ the following deTe
”he»eneay“infantry~inflltrated intovrthe-town durins~t.~ dey and
for I:C0;. it was 8 day of {ndividual sctions as they attempted to keep

thdin:pdsi&ioﬁs\well~fogwar¢honﬁtnzxeaﬁp*sicenof COWlle. | ‘“e =0 from,

the 101 FA Bh, 1t Howard c;ark; and’ hie'radio operatorwinstalled theme

selves in a house on ths eastern edge of ¢'he town ard adjusted clcsé

{n 105mm fire all daye. This deterred the enemy tanks which were nende

led with sxcellent de;ensive skill, taklng extrene advsntage of defllace

and: obstacle.s. so that: bazooka: fire oﬁ them was almost impossible. The

enemyvﬂanvvaere'fbrtunate&y us ing: aTmor plercingis neals which went

nroua.»tne nouseslwitnouc setttng tbéhzon £ ixie%. L“e§b WET S, some:
enemy’” ‘tanks. in. the’ “town &)l dayie At dushk the tanks‘gterted. to con=

nd the. I Co lines; go the Company withdrew to. the center of”

the town around,the«churcbyard. Lt Ciark;remained in his obse“v ;

post and adjusted artillery on the recently abonaoned I co,positions.

It was pelieved &t.Bn that ne was firing on nis own men out Lis euthe
crity to get fire at once on order had been established duIling the dey -
and 280 rounds fall on the amall areg which I Co had Just left. Fixe

vwas then 1if ted end the infaniry moved back to tneir former positions
ding‘tnet resistence” ,had been brokel. The:Germans aid not.satteck
again that night end I. Cco felt thet Lt Clark was: chiefly to ne. crecited.
for the facy that: the Compeny was still polding the towne puring, thei
day the Bn comér had attempted to zet tank and anti=tenk support for

= Co into ths town from units located on the southwest sides of tovh.

mhelir presencse would have nelped deter tha enemy SERZS, g0 1t had Leen

()
(4]

vrown to the enemy, vut this possitle support never materllizeC. ol

mosxx‘ﬁ"dsive cqot of thet day wag: fined (0y~& It
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ard killed. the gunner with cne round.

town during the counter-cttack. Five enemy tanks were cbserved pullirg

o 0y eryme W

cn froo &an unexpected qusrter by en enemy macninc-gunner. cowman

wheeled, remarking, "I think that son of & titch tried to kill me"

on 4 Decembder a.unit of the 104th Inf Regt moved into town agaln

mopping it up and finding a qumber of Germens who ha¢ infiltrated into

out to the norcth aiong the highway running west of the GRAND BOIS

(544C) but friendly tanks did not engage them. during the night of
3.4 December enemy ta@m ks were constantly heard but could not be located.
It wss leter believed thatthey ware covering the evacuation of the
éead . and wounded fron the artillery barrage. On the 4th I Co was

relieved by the 104th Inf end withdrew: from the town.
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. was_tricked. into ARRACOURT. (115145) and moved by £éot into VIC-sur-SEILLE
) (1152059 - THe,.1st. Dattalion noyed - into+the>1inel along at front.agproaching’.

‘perimeter defenses for self-protection. Lt Col JAMES C. MOTT took over

vo the 10lst Regiment's control. 7he 34 Battalion of the 328¢Ac Regiment

Tl o et Fom o 20 i <

PETITE, and Hill 253 snd outpost thils area. This mission was carried out

with not too much difficulty.
on 11 November the 328th Regiment was. relleved by the ‘2d Cavalry and

ths~Vest edge -of the KOECKHGZ‘,RORBST. , ':geynggg,me,nttal cp was; set up at
SALIWL(142.235). The 3d Battsllion 10lat Regiment, which was attached to
the 328th for this operation, was deployed al ong the (169261) 1line.

On the morning of the 12th of November a dawn attack started with the

34 Battalion, 10lst Regiment, on the left. The 24 Battalion, 322 th Regl-
ment; was abreast of the 3@ ~attalion to: the right, and. the lst Battal lon
was hald. in, reasrve. fo'r the. Regimant.. "rhs; 34, pattalion of the 328th was.
attached: to- theF 101&'@ Regmenttduzﬁ:ng this’ perlod and! was: scréening: Tabove”
MOYENVIC, (137206)% Asither attack” jumped’ of.f’ the~ enemy’ opened fire-: from.
three diréctiocns® on.the: two attacking, battalions. The small arms-and-
automatic ﬂra- from the eriémy was iﬁteﬁa’e’ and observed artillery was
coming in. On the 13th, the two battallons were still attacking thrdug'x
tﬁej forest. During the period from the 1llth through the 13th, the Regi-
ment had very little flank protectionm, o the battelions were formed lnto

command. of the- Regiment on the 13th of Novemben

On the morning- of the 14th; "he lst Battal"ion\ passed th.rougn the-34
Battalion of the 10lst" Regi.mentf, at’ which J:ime the-3d Batw lion reverted

was then relieved from the 101st and moved to the vicinity of WUISSE

(204287) in Regimental reserve.
when the 24 Battalion started {ts atteck cn the l4th, 1t was chacked

by intense machline gun fire. Here, according to the interviewee, & Very
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Battery) of the 263d. FA Battalion and the regiment's own cannon compal e

. compm'y C of th

TRCFF (285343). The 328th Regiment was to first take BEZANGE la PETITE

24 Cavalry to take LEY and. LEEZEY, screening the right flank, md to con-

losth Regiment then moved into the LA GRANDE FOREST taking over the pos 1<

tion of the 1lst. Sgttalion 328th and 10lat Engineers. This action resulted -

in a swap of areas by the 104th and the S28th . This action was completed
on 26 Yctober. On 27 October the:'3d Battallon was cormitted to clear the
woods at MONCOURT (183138), but when they encountered stiff enemy opposi-
tion they were farced to withdraw to their old positions to prevent une=-

necessary casualtles. The pericd from 27 October to 7 November was spent

{n a little last minute treining and preparation for the big attack on 8
NovembeT. Each battalion apent a given smount of time in reserve where
the men took showers and clean clothes were issued.

At 0700 on 8 November when the jump=off atarted the 2d Battalion was
on the riéht, the lat Battalion on. the left snd the 34 aattalion was held

in reserve (see sketch).

e 761st Tank Battalion was to attack with the. regiment.

The only objective given

(175152) snd ¥ONCOURT, md hold so as to act a3 & spring.-boa'rd for the

pos15 8117

tact elements of seventh Ammy.

The 24 Battallon attacked direct into MONCOUR?, amd the fightlng was
very difficult. casualt es for the bhattalion were hi as the enem had
v 5 4 AJ- u«,l&-fgb g v
well fortified pcs 1tionfpof flr_e cover.Lng the approach’ to MO OURT. The

enemy's use of small arms and automatlic wespons was on &_small scale;

however, a great deal of sniper fire was encountered during the advace
into MONCOURT. gixty-aeven PWS were taken during the capture and occups=
tion of MONCOURT. The 15t Battalion had the mission of teking BEZANGE le

-2 -
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The attack was supportad by one pattery (Charlle :

was & division objective which was to take BENES-~
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1’ UNIT: ‘zogth Inientry I}egiment, ogth Infantry wivision “‘v’D“; e CL;;;
; PERICD: 8 Novemberl = 12 December 1944 (s
i ACTION: LORRAINE CAMPAIGN
? SOURCE: Major PAUL S. CARRIER, §=3

PLACE.

. MAPS: 1/so,ooo gmmu SAL INS Sheet No. 35/14. PARROY sheet No 35/15.

; NOMENY t %o. 14, SAARE-UNION sheet NO. z8/14. SARREBOURG

INTERVIEVER: 2a Lt CARL w ELVINGTON sheet No. 36 6/15.

: ( 1/100 000 .SAARBRUCKEN sheet
( No. 5/1. :

A personal unit Histo

The LORRAINE CAMPAIGN was

Reglment first

sur-SEILIE (84735113

vicinity of BENICOURT (863332)

%e=e held in regerve.

ing action to al

. 3|
————— Y B S IR R R

units and patro ls. Compa1y

.October. On the 13th of octobe

ment of the gath Infantry Uivision

S At ———

‘on the l4éth of October, at
. North gide of the LA GRANDE FOREST.
until 24 October.

the 1ls ¢ gattallon still on line.

p=CHICGGRT (1531389

;
]
H
t
£
£
‘

:

e e ~—— pm——t e ——r—

D-Day for the "YD" pivision,
got the feel of the nne
relleved the 319th nfantry Regiment of th
1st Battalion vas deployed' m' 1ine: along 8 {ro

- 2d Battalion was deployed
rhe 3d Battallon, less-

This action by the 3281:h Regiment was
1on the 319th Inf antsy ©

The eneny W&s not encountered during this ho
1 suffered the first casualty at Q10O on 8”

Ths 10lst Engineers relieved t

ion, (which was pulled out of reserve),
) relleving the 104th Re

AND DATE & INTERVIEW: V‘LOCBOVO - BREZ.I, CZECHOSLOVA}.IA, 16 June 45 .

ry waa uaed for aates and location of towns.

and the 328th

on the 8th of Qctober when they

e 80th Iniantry Divisioene. The

nt in the vicinity of PORT~
al.ong & line in the
ccmpanies 1 and X,

just- 8 hold -

NOMENY (8953:55)
small

o flank arourd to
lding action except by s

r the 328th was relieved by the 317th Regir
and rejoired the 26th Infantry Hivision

which time they took up positions along the

The regiment remained in this area

he 24 Battallon leaving

The 24 Battalion and also the 3d sattal-

moved to within the vicinity of

gimert, 2gtn plvision. The

.v'ul.‘i‘.': et
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Ther 34, Bn-returned to, EGLHAUSEN on 8 Nov, end from there

moved: into ETTING Cempanies I.and X atracked, ACHEN, ‘above vhich a geries .

efjﬁort;%Werbﬁemﬁggeedy B,CO» 761st Tk(Bn, was, attached.to the battalion,
aqg}pu;e76:2mxériggvonmtherp;llboxes. "The - infantry then,moved»in with'
vhite phosphorous grenades and took the Doxzes. '

' on.9 def;%gr’battalion recelved orders to sttack the

woods and high ground north of ACEERe This attack was made in a column

of compenies, ard some& resistance was encountered in the woods. But

antillery*ﬁrre'was moving. ahead. of the advance, and. the battalion pushed.

to the nortn,edge~o£«tneiwoode; The. 328th-" Inf" ves moving»on~tbe¢left~and

-tryins' to taker the: tevrs -of” wz:svn.mn and: V-O..FFLI\IG' thar 18t Bn,- mmr :
Inﬁ, had: come? up; onvtneﬂimmediatbile’t ofrtire*3d.3n" to-take the> high 5round,
r‘attﬁek;ﬂaaineﬂ'srtnging_ncrtneest.

nertneast of" ACHEN Tne dinecuion*

m_achine gun fire vds coming down the main read that led from ACHEN to

SINGL ING, and there waa intense enemy gactivity all through the areas A

great many enemy tanks were to De seen moving over the hills to the east.

p=diTs were sining erfectlve support with their air strikes, uhing Napon

bombs on pillboxes, and gragaentation bombs in the wcods. <+he weather

ha@.turnedvfine,.and;t;nks:fizgta,were taking, placer: The 4th Armd Div

was active around sINGLING'sndxalxING;»and-tneEIZth Armd Div-had appeared;
~ to.relleve the 4th'Armored. A;trrtion~on‘the-infﬁntry units was very-
heavy. The 3¢ Bn was down,to- arcombat atrengtn_offlSS*men,,and'thetlate
3n was in even worse shape, with something like 100 men avalladle to ;ight.%

The morning of 11 Xovember, the 3d Bn received a resplte

whena the 3¢ Bn, 346th Inf of the completely frean and untried 87th Div

them on line, and ths 28th D‘v {nitiated ¢ rovement to

relleved entire 2

wETZ rect ond recuperstion.

s o et

for
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the road thet led northe Thc‘east-weét rosd north of KULHAUSZH #&s cute
companies L and I were to seiz® @BIDES&EIM. L Co sernt
patrols~intc the woods esast of VEIDESEEDM, who found cérmans in the-
woods. 1o & effort to geb positions east and northeast of the tosn, the
two compenies attacked down the sloping ground, but as they caz=e cut of
the_woods were completely stopped by pneavy small erms, "G, artillery end

mortar fire cozing from the town.

on 7 Nov orders ceme to teke WEIDESHEDH, 1¢ necessary using

the: full battallon. L Co attacked and was<sxopped agsin. nitt Co was
ordered %o movevdue*west'z,ooo yards t9 ECTTING, then due north o
'WEIDESHEIKL This company met shelling while proceadina_thzough HKUTTING,.
and 88 1t -reachec. 8 roaa,junctioﬁ at the edge of VEIDESHEDM received
heavy'mortar fire., The 328th was moving up on the 1eft at this time.
xeither I Co from the scuth, RnoT L Co from the northeas% could get into
tne”tbwn. K Co, which was still in KUL-AUSEN, was ordered to ccmé
northeast, following the cresk bank in ﬁo ﬁhektcwn. Kon came across &
bpén field, crossed the field, and got right into the town, capt reB00uf,
¥ Co CO, sent a message to Col Delleft that he was 1n tre towr and pro=

ceeding to clean ite An artillery parrage on the town was stoppe & Just in

time.

capt'LeBoéuf lster explainédz““It‘wa3mgatting-durkywanMIWMNQHE

dont't like to fight in towns after ddrke SO WO took the shortest way in."
In was at this time shat the pattalion begeén to run into
the defenzes of the PAGINOT LIXE. Tittle gctual use wes made of these
defenses however, the Ger:ahs using them mors aa terraln festures then
fortifications. And the eas¥ penetration of them came 8% comawhet of 8

esurprise to the battallion.
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grtillery was zeroed in and the attabks didn't get anywhere. Enemy KGS
were emplaced.on a hill north of SARRE UNWION, and from a dlstance of a=

pﬁﬁpxiqgtmlyga,OOQ»1&:@3,_werqnahlewto f£4{ re«.down the amln cross streets

of +he. towne The town was claarecd at 041315 December, but 1t ‘was necsss=

ary’ to-keeg,patrolasravingithrougn‘tﬁa-stﬁegﬁﬁ, sincg’occaaionalnsniper&
sti1ll held out.

o 5 December the order came for the 3d on to taks
K=ESKASTEL to tna northwesto» At the same ti e the lst and 24 Bns wers
attacking towards OE‘.RMING’:‘N.#Wh.le on the road the 3d Bn was ordered not

to go, into KESKASTEL but to get to OERMILGEN instead. Ths skor test route

tor O%INGBIY wass. tnrou,,n thes BOISEMEYERVELS, but. 1t.wes not: known'whether:

tnw:odas,nad.been~cleaned onbnotua 1@5ngdubeggn;raininggaggag,ranésit;

'ﬁéhﬁd?éfiéazﬁo;uabitneiroad;thzcugh;theuwbods@ The> march was-slow and

cautiousg,butzbne~batvalionvwalked:night to. the outskirts of OERMINGEN
without. meeting any. trouble: Tﬁgrgftapﬁmgggionfwgg;rgge@ygg;tc;ggptggpa
the high ground northwest of OERMINGEN. Two companles sta:ted.;owqrds

this ccrmanding ground about one hour before dark, when another order

‘came to abandon the last order that had been given, and to instead swing

east into OERMINGEN. The 2d Bn had gone through the south of the town,
and . without stopp;ng to clean the remainder, had. gone on to take the high
gnound. to  the: easts The 3d:Bn- swnnglineand ‘¢leaned the north portion cf

P

CRAINGEN- duriing the night" of’5: Deicembers. ’

e w5 - - .On 6-December- thewbattalion*aoved outhin a; columni of.
companies with a beavy patrol lesding (1 platoon), and K uomagﬁy as the

lead ccmpany, tcowards KULHAUSEN. Heavy artillery fire ves received along

the route of marche FULHAUSEN was taken by noon, and more artlillery was

received in the town. The road leaiing west to EUTTING was secured, 8g was
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an attack on. SARRE=UNION, and the 3d Bn, 101 Inf had gotten into the
northeast edge of the-town. The Germans still held the balancs of. the
t§Wn and wers holed up in bulldings.. The mission of the 3d Bn, 104th
Inf was to assist the other battalliom 1in securing the town, DY coming
up into {1t from the southe Heavy combat patrols from I and I Companies
wers first sent to secure two roads, one leading northwest out of SARTE=
UrION, the other leading northeaste This was to prevent a counter=

gttack by the enemye. Once. SARRE-UNION was. secured, the high ground north

of the town was %o be taken. (0 E was attached to the pattalion for the
operastion. The 3d. Bn got into the west portion of SARR.-ENION and.there
mctxanfenemyécoun:e*-attack mdde with infantry and ¢ anks. At*ached TDs

were in sARﬁzpunioN,Aand‘fired’at‘thefearman tanks every time they might

_stick thelr nose past a. building.

on 4 pDecember the decisicn was mada to clean the towm

building for building: the: Germans still held two thirds of the bulldings
apd'contact had not been established with the 3d. 8n, 101 In on the eastern
edge. There wére'five main streets, and 1t was decided to put two tanks
and a platoon of infantry up each street, and have them work through

each building until it was certaln no enemy remained inHSARREeUNION.
companies E, X, ard part of L, did most_of the work in this cleaning Jlob.
Cco. I was blocking the road leading northwest, and the remalning po;tion
of I Co was on the road that ran northeaét.- A tank company (Co A, 37th’
Tk Bn) {rom the 4th Armd Div was used to aasist the infantry. +he tanks
would advance one house at a time, end cover the infangry, four to six
men, as.fhev entered each house in turn. tach room and the cellar and

attic ware searched to make sure no-enexy remained in the house.

A counter-attack did materialize down the roads, cut the
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MONTIIDIER &nd after-attacking'dp the most cormandin ridge in the area,
got into the town at noon. Elements of the 35th Division were trying to
take>RENING' and meeting oppositions. On 22 .November the objective was
AIBESTROFF} and BILL 275, the high ground which commanded it. The plan '
was'tOiﬁakefthihznignvgroupd w&jh;thﬁ~3&-3ny ard to have the lst~Bn: by
pass ALBESTROFF and g:tﬁthe»high‘ground‘co the east. By taking this high
ground 1t was felt that cne'tcin 1tself would fall.

The 3d Bn ran into every type of fire the enemy had to
off&r, including a first experience ﬁith nebelwerfers, and perhaps the

mﬁin'regsog~for this was the fact the troops wers agaln mpéing out beyond

: tu;~35&&.ﬁtvision:andywerdzggtting?tnesenemyws%concantrated*firé%. The

Tst. B sents C. Go~ through, ALEESTROFF.- Shis cospany: was; Lrimediately.

countsr-attacked-and-driven backe More. men: were  thrown: into: ALBESTROFF

' during the- night, and at,tnat'pointrcommunicatbonsAfroz the 1lst Bn

_ceased.. The 3d"Bniwas/ not on the. gbjective’ by-nizhtLall.

By morning (23 Nov) Capt Leon D Gladd ng, CO of the 1lst
Bn had succeeded in getting his men out of ALBESTROFF. The next day the
2d Bn came through and took the objective. ‘The 328th Inf came up Amd
began cleaning the ALBESTROFF WOOLS. '

The 104th Inf consolideted their positions and remained in

thei ALEESTROFF area until 1 Dec, when the rsgiment, waa. motardzed; and

i ©  mowed:to the vicinity of WOLFKIRCEEN south’ of SARREPUKION.

(NOTE: Up to tnis point during the intervisw-Lt Col Dellert was’”
giving a regimental picture, raths’» than concentrating on the-
234 Bn. On Nov 24th Col Dellert (then major) took command of
the 3d Bn, when Lt Col Hugh G Donaldson was wounded. From
this point on hias story concerns the 34 Bn.)

mhe 3d Bn, on 2 pec moved through the woods east of

 WOLFSKIRCHEN to the woods east of PISDCRF. The 10lst 1nf was engaged in
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By 18 Ncvember the lines had ad{anced, with the 34 Bn in
the vicinity of ST SUZANKE Farm southeast of RODALBE, and the 2d Bn around
DORDAL Farm.énd patrolling agressively along the woods 'BOIS. DE BEHESTROFF .-
' Phese advances had occurred mainly beéause of the aggressiveness cf the s

troops, who could not be held back, armd took any opportunity to seize

more- ground. ‘
The orders given to the rigiment on 18 November were to take :

the road armd rail hub of BENESTROFF. It was necessary to take the woods
first. These woods wers filled with S=-ilines, boody trops, teller mines,
erd hand grenadés strapped to trees. There were only two approacheas:
along the raiiroad leading into BENESTROFF, and the unimproved road that
ran through bORDAL Farm. *here was no way in which to get tanki amd ve-
hicles into BENESTROFF. The:enemi:was‘defending‘the line with an extimated %
tenAcoipénies; 4 | ' '
| The:3d @n, which had received replacements by this time;
got into BENESTROFF with comparative ease, captu;ing the town at 191710
Ncvember, but the 2d Bn rﬁn into an extremely tough fight before gaining
the hizh ground,souﬁn.of‘the town. (The 2d Bn sction is detalled in
another interview.) The 10lst Infantry and the armor were having a& hard
rfgn: in GUEBLING on thse right: On 20 November the 3d Bn got the hligh
ground north of BENESTROFF And out the maln road that led north from
DITUZE. The physicsal resistance had broken early, although serisl photos
of the area had indicated the enemy woﬁid hold. Railroed bridges all
were blown, trough, and mghy road blocks with mines were encountered. This

same day tae 3d Bn took VAHL LES BENESTRCFF, end the 2d Bn succesded in

capturing ¥YARIMONT.
on 21 Novezber, Companies I end L were eent to taxe
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wad been able to {nfiltrate through the enemy encirclen ent and get back
to CONTHIL, whils@tmd;remaﬂhder~topk,up{ppSitions in cellarse. An eyer’

witnesapof ‘the-action, who*later- eacaped, saw”civilians come up to the-

) tankawand-ggide;tnem«to thq,buildihgsﬁwwicn the' Amewica1s?occupied. The*

manx:¢tpen'flredia?numbér“ofqfoundskintorthaxcellars~ofAtnesbuildinga,
caus ing very heavy casualties. MNeny of the Amerlcans were captursd, but
some managed to hide out in the town while the Germans occupied it sand
were found when the 104th drove back into the town many days later, These
were very few, some ten or fifteen, who proved resourceful enough to evade
captures
Tﬁ@fafﬂbt?ﬁistblbﬁﬁﬁﬁg'tﬁm idédﬁif&f”@s,rar:ﬁadk*is»fif;f

teen-milese The almost contlnuous rain made such a morass: of mud that
tbea4$ﬁ,Ar=bzaderv;tank5:wgnpaungblb~tg‘maneuvg:1 Althoﬁgp they' were-
weryvgggn§§;;y§;thg;wcgtﬁen-pgglppegpl}bkgdg end it-wvas: ngﬂ’tgg&sp:twoﬁ
action or terraln in which t he tanks could be used to advantggee

. cne small action in which the tanks did prove valuable wes
in the taking of HILL 330 (q2383li). Hereatho'Zd 3n coordinated beauti=
fully with the armored infantry battalion to selze the hign ground (Lt
col Dellert thought this Bn might have been the: 53d AIB, but was- not

certalns,)

The sitﬁhation‘rémainedeqinigyatggnant-fqrjpha;ngxt¢£eW~
days: while the 35th Inf Div cene up on the;left.. shex latter were: having:
a £ight at MORHANGE %o the northwest. The 3Z6th Inf (26th Inf Div)was

getting 21l kinds of hell in the woods o, the right.
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The disposition of the 104th Inf cduring this

~eut up 32 2n in the woods between CONTHIL end RODAL3Z, the 2¢ =n in the

?
vicinity of LIDRIZIKG on the hiag;ggound,.tnemlstfsg tn reserved:
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into CONTEIL, getting only sligat registance theres The 2& Bn et much

mepgvier reslstence against their attacke A repcrt was received 8t the

regimental CP the afternoon of the 12th thet the 3d Bn had gotten into

RODALBE. The cheracter of ths fighting up to this point had been such

<.
it was true, was fighting

that the report was pard to bhelleves The enem7,

S délaying actlion, put the resistance had been very atiff with each terraln

fecture utilized to 1ts maximum advantage. It was feared thet the 3d

with the 2d Bn faT bahind on the right, and

gn had gone out on a limb,
elements of the 35th Division on the left also behind. A patrol sent
into RCDALSE that night confirmed the presence,of the 3¢ Bn in the towm,
The battalion was ordered back, tut by that time the sns3y nad begun his
counterattacke Tne*counter-attack began about 1500, 12 Ncvember, with
{nfantry and tanks coverging on .the town from all sides. Soms of the

4th Amdored Diviaioﬁ's~tanks were .colled in a rield rather near to
RODALLBE, but werse too hoggced down to get moving and orffer some relliefs,
g, L, and erd T Co was sent to

them, but could not get in, since by this time the enecy

M Companies were in RODALBE,

‘rel fcrce nad the

.tcwh agrrounded with tanks.

The 34 Bn was out of radio contact with the artillery at

" this point, ard the artillery could not advance pecause direct countar

vattery fire wasd being reseived at that times

¢ Therse appeared to be some question about whether OT not the
artillery could have offered some hslp, and this was true
also of the tanks in the vicinity. Reasons given for falle

(NCTE

are to come to the aid of the pegieged -battalicn sre Putﬂinw;~“J__,;§

for what they sare WOTth o0 e ens)

purin:; the night the Gemans cerme into the tewn with tank3.

-

gore repcrts said three tanks were aighted in the atrsets, and other Te=

ports gave the number as ceven. BY this time some of the
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- large ammunition dumpe This ammunition dump was axploded by the eneny
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The next morning (9 Nev) the 3d Br took LORVILLE L=S VIC, ?iT ;\
wigh}u:efl;tfagiaawhnceingeon:the rig@tw)and the 24 Bn on the left. The §é
23 SnfﬁOOk,CHATEiﬁfSALINS5 &nd the ilst!Bn . met some trouble going through ~ ?
thé{wcpdggeust}offM@RViﬁEEfIESZVIép~ The front line the next.morning was é’
cn+thes edge~of- the ®Woods 1,000 yards= south of HAMDCHT.. g
on 10 November the 34 3h attacked for HAMFONT. In the vic- ﬁ

inity now wes Task Force Hunter of the 4th Armored Division. The task ?

force was unable to get moving because of the extremely muddy roads, and
was held up particularly by a lerge shell crazter in the road running

tHr3lUgh, the . 30IS BE. L% GELINE,

K- Co took HAMPONT during, the de¥: afid.L.lo took. the hill on-
.the: left f£lanke. A very heavy shelling was received in: HAMPONT, which
tncliuded. calibries up. to 150mm; 300 and 400 rounds. were-counted. in each con=

cen ration,. ‘MPbngwgg‘g;sugg}angp;qgrfor~tne'ggpqy‘and~¢ontgined'a

fire and more casualties were caused among nen of the 34 3n by exploding

amaunition than by the shell fire. A counter-attack was recelved the-

merning of 11 November by infantry elements of the 1llth peazer Division

in something like company strengthe The Cannon Co was cet up on a forward

s;pgg,sndhwaa“ablegtp;1azkaccughte;opsnnybdiﬁfgdhongbhe‘a;xack!r55 practes

icallyfelauzhtering them.. : ?“if? >
_&w.m;nw,KgCounent»cﬁ-to&ta&qﬁosﬂzcx;“whﬁié*elbﬁent?;of the: 1st>2n"

pushed on into the wcods narth of OBRECK., The plan at this time was for

the 34 3n to take CONTHIL and RODAL3E, amd for the 2d 3n to take CHATEAU=-

YOUE

Yuul e

The lst Bn was hsld in tke woods.

on 12 bovember the 34 Zn advenced rapidly with
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" observation for the enemy, was out of zone, and smoke shells were placed

wQRVIL-E 1=3 viCe.
About nalf the troops of the 1st and 24 BnsS were 8cross

the river wnen the enemy began to zero in with thelr mortars end ertillery”

on the cross‘ng site. The enemy, when the attack Dbegen, n=1ld the command =

‘ing ground, tut it was felt cartaln, however, tnax‘thm greater pert of.
the NG end mortar positions haed been picked up and neutralized with
arsille=Te. mnis proved to be the case wheh ens first infantry elexents
crossed, but tre eneny was soon able tc reorganize nis defenses. Lt
col Boward C pellart (st the time o the campalgn & major, and regimental
g=3) felt snat the reason the enemy was able to bring fire to bear on
the crecasing slte ‘during the darknoss;cf the early morning hours was
pecause the eneny Forward pbserver: nad. not been gottene It was necessary
for'tné troops to traverse threee thousand,yards of open ground. The
terralnl elgped gradually down to the river, and then ToSS up again to
the next hille This flat ground was the scene*of‘ﬂﬁny<casualﬁies to the
regiment «

| ~ The 34 Bn, which was conm;tted two hours after the otheT

two battalions, W8S nit herde. HILL 300, which provided some of the best

upon it with 155 shells to blind it. The z5¢h Taf Div was on the left of
rhe regiment and was going %o the left of CHAm“\J SALINS. The left bound-
ary of the 104w 7nf thus TEn roughly from the western edge of the FORET

DE BEZAKGE LA GRANDE tarough CHAMBREY and CHATEAU SALINS. The’initial i “i
: ‘_'3

objective of vORVIILE LES vic was not obtained during the first aays

BRI E He s
: e

advance by the 3d Bne spey did get up on the hizh ground just southwest

PR SR -

it 3

af the villege, with the farthest pont of acdvance the -2 tn roed tnat ren

soutneast re= C3ATIAU SLLINS to 1CYEhVIC. . 3
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UNITs™ 3d:Bn; 104th Infi (26th-Inf Div) ' [ythQ{:& .
ACTION:z  Thes LORRAINE" Campaign- ' | . . /
PERIOD: 8 Nov = 10 Dec 1045 ‘
SOURCE: Lt col Hoﬁard Cc Dellert, CO, 34 BA

PIACE AND DATE OF INTERVIEW: KRUMAU, Czechoslovakis, 1€ June 1945

INTERVIESER: Lt Hollls Alpert

MAPS e Central. gurcpees 1:100,000 = saarbrucken: sheet.. Eastern Frence:

lgso,oomS’anreggenj:iie‘s;(; sarre=ynion, chateau alins, Nozeny,
Kancy, Parrofe. .

INTﬁRYZSﬁfcbn@ﬁctpd@with:;ome?aidnfﬁom*unit:recbrdﬁ; This: interviews does’
CTTE A nott glve: & full sccount of the 3d: Bn action.. Gol Dellett was-
s&aioftthggloaxﬁzznﬂgduriﬁggapgnozinataiy‘nslr the~ capalizn,-
and. the earliqr:pontipn~o$¥ths'inﬁgrvipy,g§1e§«moreﬂqﬁ a.
regimental-than; a. vattalion pictire.. Sincet over seven nonths
had elapgad‘bthegn%thawaqﬁgon agd%thQJtiya*oﬂfinte?vi;WTcertainf
- details ‘will be found "to’'be vagus end skeétchye ‘A use of records
! will probably fill in some of these detalilse.

che 104th Inf (26th Inf Div) sttacked from the FCRET DE
BEZANGE LA GRANDE at 0600, 8 Nov 1944, after an hour long artillery pree

paration. The direction of the attack was northeast, witk the maln effort

of the 26th.Dpivision being, made by the 104th Inf;, and the.objective set

as the-rosd and rail hub of BENESTﬁOFF. Prior to the jump=cff a.platoon" ;
was. 3ent.ts the SEILLE River, over ‘which all crossings had been blown~ 1
by the enemy, and a footbridge put’in while it was§§§£l;*dérkz? A railer ;
rosd bdbridgs et (U093218) was blown.but it was possiﬁie te-walk troops j
across. The initial stage of the operation had the 2d Bn crossing the i
SZILIZ to take OHAMEBREY and the high ground ner<hwest of VIC SUR SEILLE, t
_ epd on its right, the lat =n was to cross the river west of VIC SUR 53
, SZILIE end, setze the bligh é;ound:nortﬁiofitheatown., The -2d;Bn was Lo O %%
/ ghrough the otzer tw¥o pettelions and teke ths 1nitisl cbjective of _ =
- © e | -1- :‘
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flamk. Ab 1600 a;rf.er heavy tanic resistance: the 2d Battglion was on tae approaches to

period af rest and rehabilitaticn = & period that was later to pe izterrupted bY tke

aot come until an bour later. At 1030 E end G Compenies poved cut and attacked FY i;

Achen (Northéast); it m captured by 1300 with surprising ease, The ex:{.g:.y had used the
sort to e=place pachins guns, and hed made DO use of the Fremelh artillery mounts. Fad .
Singling (West) was teked at 1500. Tha- forts had been zanned’ on;y by skeleton cTews,.
with machine gans; and few casualties wera.'in{:urred by the-2d Battelion.in capturing
them, About 100 Pits were takel. '

0z 9 December the battalion receﬁod orders to gein the higa ground east acd porth-
east of Gros Rederching., The 1st Sattalion was ob the left, and & coluzn of ihe 12+th

szmored Division o2 the right, with the 26th Recon Troop screening the immediate rigat

the town, and wa3 ordered to close for the night.

M

E Company moved out at 0800 the nsxt mornine, with F Cmpans following. The 1st

1

Bat‘ca.lion_moving up on the- left met tampic fiTe, put with the support of TD's the 24
Battalion got into Gros Rederching and found no reéistance in the towle.

AtQ30, 11 Descezber word was received that the 24 Battalion was to be relieved on
line at 0400 by the 24 Battalion, 346%th Inrantry (87th Infantry Division). The relief
weat slowly and it was nat. until the daylight hours bhad come that the 24 Battalion was

able to pull back  into Achen. Late that night the order came to moOVée to Netz ror e

battle of the Ardennes.
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#  Qerminges, and the big fight "was for the largest and best celless 2or billetizs and

0\

- was fighating inm the -ooda above Kal

" aipect 8&=m a.rtillery fire

cP pu-‘-"poses..."
About 1520 of th.is day (S Decezber) elemsnta of the 4th Armored pivision were To=

ported in in Kalhausen;. three: momters northeast of Oerzingen, and reports of the enexy

ghowed them %0 e withdrawing confusedly frod the weight of the attack.

By ths end of the day P and G Companies had moved east of Oermirged. Ccivilians in

the towd brought {pformation that eig,pt epexy tanks accompenied by infaniry nad with-

, drawd towards Achen.

The attack continued at 0730, 6 December. The vattalion advenced, but zet small

arms. end artillery firs from Kelbausede 1t took until nooa to eclear the tOWIe llean-

the 4th Armored Division.was'fighting in Singlinz and Etting, while the lst sattelion

bausezn, Le Grand Bois. A pupber of turret t¥yPe

forts had beend observed in thesge wods.
The 24 Battalion was to follow the 4th Argored Divisiod {nto Zttirg, but at 1400

this order was. changed, and the battalion ordered to by-pass Etting end to attack fer

the high ground overlocking Achen,. E end G Companles were outside Sttipg receiving

rrcn a fort of the Maginot Lime on F.“Lll 336 (585502). At

1600 = nig,ht of P-47's ceme in on this hill and su.cceeded in putting a stop o the

¢ire, Orders thed ceme for the 24 Battalion W contain the town of Ztting. The attack

to take the town began at 0600, 7 December. G CoEpaxy was to take the ‘oW itself, Z

Company was bo take the high ground %o the east and gcrtheast, and F Compeny was e

move behind E Cozpany to the seme positions.

Tanks of the 761st Tank Bettalion were to e in supporte

The atteck weat off as scheduled azd at 1100 G and elements of H Ccmpery were ic

Esting. Ta® enexy could be geen withdrawing into hchez. Petrols were sect to Ft Achen

(!{c:theast) and Pt Sizsling (west), and these patrole atscoversd ecey tezis iz ackel.

LiT suppoTY bad been scheduled to kit Achea at 0900, dut due to the cloudy weatber did

-10=
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gtrezsth led, with Compery F rollbwing. The general miss;on was to take a gseries of

e et i+ R et

Cic ' ) , .

Uzicz, ecd the pain effort wes DOwW being directed towards cbat tOwh. The 4th Azmored i A

Di':»jﬂ:’sibnhhad made .2 linited pre2kthrousgh, and.the alert of the 104th InfantIy was for

.

theap 'pose'o‘h their joining 1&%&4%@5@@% on:iSaexe-Union.

on.1 December the 24 Battalion was’ placed - on' & palf=hour.alert; at 1200 the 26th Py
Recox;‘r,a*.ssande-‘ Tegop relieved:the battalion onm’ ther1ing,. end,the companies. poved:, by foot
to Insming end there 'ent;uck_ed a.:l.d moved %0 en’agsembly-area. in the. woods east’of’ WelL=
gzirckhen.

Lete that night ke orders came %o attack the moraing of 2 December ¢or Seare-Unicde
The 34 Zattelicn led in this u.t.ack and th.e 24 Battalion closed in portk end nostheas®
of Pisdozf. 0.3 December. the 2d Ba.tt.alion was.still behind the 3d Battalion, end ele=
ments torvkei L018% zlﬁ;‘antry,.. who weresmeeting ‘heavy.’ « tank: opposztilon £rom: the. Siere-Unién, -
vicinitys zconpanx this. dsy;wass ordersd, thte $arTe= JRton to:Bald e 'Southwest: edge
ot éh‘ez.ﬁ“’aﬁ;z F* afid ¢ Companiss moved: up. to Sarrewerden: and were east. of the: towa bY-
1530, A% 2140, B-Coxpany’ and: the machins. gun platoon:of. E Compeny wg:g,,apﬂ;a'g%g«d to the:

34 Bettelion.for mOPPLng.uP of Sasre=Upion: The 1lst Battalion:was. northwest of ‘thes
" Tmg asxt DOruning. the attack continned northeast. A c;.onbat patroi of platoolR

1ipited cbjectives (defined simply as goose eggs oa the‘ mep) witb Oem;;nsen as the final
‘one.of 'the series. Tue 1st Battalioniwas attackingyon. the. l‘eft. By 0815 the rirst
objective on-the:edge ofieas woodsy had.l been-,sattaigq&&but?cox_gtacj’.’ hadnot’ yet: occurred with
the lst BeitalioZ. The contact“msamdenatgosso. Atsnoonthe 24(Battalion wes’still .
{n the woods south- of Oer=izgen, and a’ga%gngit rainsd. Thexroads™ in\_the\ zoze: were: r.;ned,'.
and enginee-s rollcwed close behird ths lead infaniry elemgnta, clqaring the ;o_agis a8

the sdvence proceeded. There was kO regigtancs, nor was eny artillecy fire kat,

At 1500 regiment ordered the pattalion to consolidate on the eastern eise of the

woods &nd W send pﬁ-‘:cls in Qerzinset. e entire gdivisicz geezed to Lave converzed 03
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on the edge of the woods west af Albestrolf.

This was Thapksgiving DeYe Tbe 1st Battaliod hed gotten into Albestref?l exd

had been. pushed bdack out. The lst Battalion had been oD the left of “he 2d Bettelica.

The.2d .Battalion was told to uold on the edge of the woods and to make- contact with +he

ucits on their jeft erd right. It was comparatively quiet.

Men were relieved fTom tha 1ins- a squad et a time and sezi to & defile.ded spot
500 yerds oxr SO to the reer where hot turkey dippers in ¥armite cans (msulated.food

conteiners) were served to thed. The kitched had been brouzdt up prectically to the

lige for the occasion.

‘The nsxt day the 24 Battalion was ordered to take Albestroff.

ren iato ‘rinss and boodY traps, but met no otherl resistance. Two of the tanks att tached

to the bat alion: were disabled by mines. G Cornipany gsecured the sntrances aad exists
to Albestrefl, while. the otheX companies outposted '1t. The troops were billetted in

Albestroff and. things were relatively quiet. during the 25th. and 26%h of Novezber. The
msn restéd, traiped, and contact was maintained with. the 1st Battalion ox the left and
the 328th IafantTy on the righte civilians, who had been hiding in the cellars of the

town, c&=e out and walked the. agtreets once more. A Red Cross wagon cerie up and ted the

pen the usual doughzuts and coffee.
By eveniz3 of 27 Novembel the 3201‘.)1 Intapntry (35th Izfantiry ‘pivision) kad positio::s

1n tte vicinity of Gueblange apd Hazembourge Advence slemsnt3 of the batta.lton Tro-

ceedad to Kappelkinger to initiate & relief of the 1st Battalion, z20th Iotentry. On
ze November t‘.he bat:.a.lion took over the positions at Gueblange and Schweix, Sub cade

no contact wif.h the ensty. The Germans bad witbdrawn 8¢TOSS the Sear River. Toe

pattelion rezained Ln this eompa.ratively quiet 7.0n€?or-the pert two deys, recelvizg

only spas.'.::odic artillery fire. on 30 November tae 24 Battalion wes elerted to move to

ax urdisclosed agsenmbly erea, tut no movemsnt took place that daye

crossizss of tre Saer River p=d been forced fartber o tke south, velow Saaxe=

B

G Comnpary sbed 1n,
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_in- the~ town of Nebing, to thernortheast, was. obse=ved. The enmery was withdrawing, and

. mained i3 it througbout the day. F Company occupied Marimont, &xd E and G Companies

_moved nortkeas:t towards Nebing, digging in in woods woutheast of Nebing, with & Company

Izcentcy. The high ground was obteimed by the storming of the objective by Lt Spiegel-
besg's platoon, in waich atteck meny casualties wers covered. It wes a slow, steady
slusgsingimeteh.up the. kill, e.:id casualties cwefe heavy on the eremy as well.

7.andy G’ Companies on the-.laft.and-right Tespectively of E Compeny; bkad some. bard.
ri’éc.:‘;m:s;upr the{hill), meeting ifire/rrémfeminlaced: nachine” guns’ and mortars; end;then
direct; 885K fire.of; ensfy, tdnksi. The. enjg;::fy‘:’\wa's.\tryfngkdeigp:erat,ely; to hold:the ground,
end evez after the ground was captured by the 24 Battalion, threw in a ‘number of
counter-attacks of platoon and company size. Tanks from the Negro tank battalioz
suppe-ted the ipfastry iag’e.:l.x:xst- these attacks, all of which came in the afternoox. The

night was spent by the bpattalion on the high ground, While there, a lot of activity

had. zany vehicles conceatrated in. the. towm.. Heavy artillery was thrown intoc tiem, and,
gome; of ~the* vehicles were.de stroyed; and.casualties-were obseived.-

'fﬁeiﬁqfning.» of” 20. Névmb‘qr_é thet 2d¢” Battalion moved into:tber town:of Marimont.ageinstl
modersts .resistances:. sniper. £ire; and: soms:88um; fire:. Road blocksyend anti-personnel

zines were encountéred during this ddvance. The town was taken, and the battalicn re=-

on the righ.t and E Compﬁné on the left. 'rh:oixghout the night petrols attempted to de-
termine whether or not Nebing was held by the enomy. None were ehcoun‘cered, 80 the
£ollowirg mornizg at 0700 E and G Continued into Nebing, found the. town empty of German

troops, 2rd went on to occupy- the high mortheast of. tbe town.

—The battalion went intd regimental reserve for” the next two days,.remaindingfin.

the vicinity of Nebing.

On 22 Noveaber the mission ceme ta g0 {nto Albestroff. = aad G Cempanies moved

to tke edze of the town and ‘found themselves upatle to advernce further because of nbsavy
=zmenies consolidzted positicss

tank fire, direct 85 exd small amms ?ire. The two cozpen
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just beyond tke trecks. Ta2 pattalion bad moved rapidly end thelr flen¥ks becene e8x- .

posed. The-whole attack bDecese pinned down-at ¢he reilroad, includizg tne assault of the !

1st Battelicn on the 1eft and the a2g8tk Iafentry-od the right.

7 Company, iz 8 brave assaull, attenpfed to storm acroé&s the railroed, and in 80 %

d.oi.ng.,s.xfrered heayil.y. Finally, it wes the agsressiveness of one sgued of that compeny

that did much to decide tle {ssue. This squad gtormed the machins guld nosition prevent-

Lt h
il o Ban B et

and succeeded 1im silencing the guas and penetrating the enpemy line.

iny taeir advance,

e B

Twanty~-Lfive of the enary werse xilled, and an equal pumber tazed prisoner. F Company &x-

ploited this breektirough end crossed the railroad jpto the woods o the eastern side.

The. whole vattelion g0t through this preak, and as & result, the enemy on the left -and

right withdrew to new positions, epabling the adjacént elements %o advence &lsQ. The

vattalion semained in the Bois. de Benestrof? {forest) that pight, with F and G Cozpanies

on the line: and E Company 200 yards %o their rear, in support.

The raind poured down steadily during the night, a.nd throughout the night mertar

and artillery ¢ire came iD. Patrols operated acti‘vely, a reported naving seem or heardzT = -’

at least three Ger:-..n tanks. Eelp from friendly armor was negligible, egain because

cr the zmdd:f mrasa.

On 19 Novenber the ‘attack continued. at 0700, E Compaly moved through F _and G

Conpenies, wnile the latter companies maintained their lins.

Eill 334 was the ground that commanded the terrain for whet seezad 1ike meny miles.

That knobd provided obsemtion over the sntire division ¢ront, and it was the key of the

division objective. E Conpany was. to take tiis ground. Gend F Corpexies awaited fur-

tbér orders.

E Cozpany had ndt advanced far when machine gui ¢ire hit them, end pimned the com-~

ded by lst Lt SpiegelDeTs, ‘was recelvizs >

pazy dowZ.

neevy automatic fire

gteadicg of b

A platooa of E Compary, comnan

¢rom woods to the southeas® = Bois de ‘erirozt. 1t was tite upier-

he 24 3zezelicz that these woods were W aeve beel clexzed By she 228tk
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fighting mea io tper. The 3d Battalion kad been all but cut cff when it shot out oz
a li.:b to Rodalbe on 12 Movezber, and the strong and successful counter-attack received

forced thejremnants of the ‘battalion bacggto§Cogtn11. Tﬁgginitial,objective, the. road

- apd reil hubd of "Benastrofl; still reme=inad to-be teken, but Lt was. almost. witbin/sight

DOWs
Tues2d’ Battalion remained -on- thes detensive foruthe nexti.few deys,. aod still it

rainad, and the roads still dissolved in muds Not only tanks, but all other vehicles

wers mired dowa in zn.:l. It was all but izpossible to move anything on wheels or trackse

The GEITRDRS WEI® active, pounding away at the patsalion positions. VYost frequently it

@s-ngrtu fire that was received, and more casualties were sufrered. The men hated

Fowh

thig: periodsmore thapswaen: they rioy'é’d;fd%. As ‘lonig,as yEdey pSved forward it  seemed

4 i

'cha.t less: ﬁremas.“broughnta‘g Bear; on ‘thel; by ‘eracking t’he: crust of resisiance. the:

chances’ of.

came ini. They brousht: the- pattalion. up- to. _about, tw to-thirds. of - its® novvua.l strensth..

Meny of these fresi, u_gggpe‘:;,»_eg.ced’;mn*loamtheir-lives within.a, dayeor: two. of’ their”

arrivel at the lime. "ALl through this,™ Captain Carnevale gtated, "I think we were

taking a worae beating than the Jerries. They fought 2 delaying action, all the waye

smed things got o tough they cou.liq witodraw to their next defense 1ine. And. when

. we sat for awbile, they pounded use"

On 18 November' the 104th Infantry renewed its attack for the objective of Bepes~

troff, end this wagiexpanded to include:: thejhighg ground. command ing: Marimont-les-denesa=«

troff, which -became . .ap .objective- . £67 7 the 2d1 Battalion.: An hour=lonss artillery, prepara-

tion began at 0700, F Company jumped;of:%mn the vicinity of Dordal; Ferm at. €800,

eastward toward the north-south railroad line abeut 1,000 yard

follwwed in coluxz. Resistance did not develop until tae epbenrmant cf the railred

wes approached, and at that point pachins gups ezplaced ell aloac the railroad bes2d

gginSe Otber c=ciine g£23S were ezplaced et a VeIry lerge GUETTY (Cerriere de Cypse)

S,

‘getting: shot- &t lessensd. The first: replacemsnts since the. attack had: stazted;

s eway; & andi G Companies™
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cafualties bad been suffered while enterizg the village ead medicel persccnel were 8
. L ;

in a.bout 1900, a security patrol Tidizg with tlhexm. e

gent fcT. A medicel peep was seat

Op the outskirts, &s tﬁey -approeched, gachips. guns. fired on thez, and they were uaable
to get in to admizister ‘aid that nights

Throughout ,the~n1°ht the. epemy tried to 1nriltrate into the American positions, and

the following ROTILNG siz dead Germans were discvvered et one door step with grepades

still in their hezxds, But by morning the Germansd had withdrawn to the edge of the 1

villege. The attalion CP was moved into Chateau Toue, and the vattalion rereined i3 3

the villege during the dey for & number of reasons: the enemy strecgth in the area was

a battalion or mMOTe; the 328th Infantzy was supposed to be clearing the woods on the

right but- nad Dot come up yoti and.damentsa- of the 4&th Armored Division werse supposed

to pass through the 24 Battalion that day. Machime gun and 88 fire wes coning. iz from

the woods, and an artillery’ vattalion which had coms-uUp behind the 2d Battalion was:
able to lay direct fire on.somes of the enemy positiocns.

The armor did come through th:l.h day (12 November) and 30t up to Lidrecuin, atout

5 kilometers portheast of Chateau. Toue. The battalion staff came in contact with Col

was commanding the. armored outfit which passed through (either

was not cert_ain), end foucd him fully

Creighton Abrams, who

a combat command or & tank battalion/ ~ the source

as. aggressive as. he was reputed to b _But. aséin, it was mud which 1imived end blunted

his attacke

cn 13 Novamber, E and G Companies moved out Lo get the high ground east of Lidre-

zing, the armor baving witbdrawn because of lack of mobility. T Comnany, whicc bad Tre-

painsd in reserve at Chateau Voue, was sent out on a side pission under the bvattalion

Executive officer to take Wuisse, two kxilometers esast of Chateau Voue. - Once these

objectives had been ettained the vattelion was palted, and reorganization took place.

rength of fify men, and the lst pattalion on the left

- Pd P g
~ne +o fifCest 3

a worse shape, with corpenles cantaining froz eizat

Cczpanies were now down to & st

ned stresgled up ia eve
—dye
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snow a3 the night wore 9l As the cold increased, the rain froze on the men's clotaixzg. 4

mae next morsing, at 0900, F and G attacked from the woods with temk support . . .:

(1 platoon, 761lst Tenk Baﬁtalion - Negro)jwith the objectiive of cepturing Cheteau N
Salirs, G.Cé=pany led.and was sood stopped by a mumberof’ well ezmplaced mackine zun
pests.. Therrern: .worked up-and knocked -out soms- of the guns with grenades, and the tapks
silezged others. about: 1530 G.Compary was in-Chsteau Salins, with Fr Company: following,.
end was rseting beavy sniper fire, and drawinz automatic fire fronm machine zuns em-

placed iz tuildirgs. Tke rachine guns were peutralized and geventy-five prisonsrs taken

out o2 bcuses. I Company moved iato the town and secured the southarn outskirts. The

night was spent by %the battallon in Chateau Salins.

Ip. 4he. morninz: the. division recon, troop came, 4in to hold the town g;;d the 2d Sattal-
ion. was. witadrawns The: companias tnen'mqved; up‘into aswoods? séuthwest'-. of Eemppont, five:
kiloseters: northeast’of"'cut‘eau;salinsis endiwenth.ioto; assembly: £OT the=nightss The~
‘?ll t\ovenber'thaﬁbattalionwcontinued. thecattack,. this timsswith, tHe ni'ssion

xnorn.:l.:;gv of

. of»'ta‘\:ix;gvopi“e“ck, dbout 1500. yards*beyond Hampont' T and F T Companies moved out apreast

] tntnn  ~

about 0700, by-passed Hampont to- the eas'c and' got into Obreck. about noom.. Infapily rew. ==

sistence did not raterialize in Obreck, but mortar apd 88mm fire was thrown in to the

tows, and casualties wers suffered, The raoks of the battélion were appreciably tiinned

-by this time, and no r_eplécanents’ pad been received. The men were 3howing & great deal

or‘. egsressiveness, in spite of the heavy, accurate fire they roceived and the cold,

sogZy weetheT.
The bat<alion was~ordered. to tal:'e%cntegu'..Vouorhtwo:akn;qx‘ngt_er“ssnorthgas.r.xof» Cbreck,

and E Ccz=peny was given:tiis missiony with F:Company to follow; and G Company. in Te=

gerve, Leevy packine gun rire was enmcountered onjthe: edge of the villa.ge,x but;,t.xe .posi~- :

ticns were sverccae exd the village entered ebout 1500, By the tize the center of the

village wes 0 to, Chateau Voue was found ‘o to be well defended. It was gettins dark by

~e g=d i4 weg decided for Zedf?F cO.:panies to hold their nell of the villege. Lore

-
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large scals assault. mhey kmew they werIe pert of theZ;énkee sivisior waich hed fought i

well in world Wwer I, and oddly, their riret big battle was to take plage over goound

that had been fought over by that. earlier division in 1918.
Coxpanies E and -G -were on-the-line, end they were to DYy-pass Sellonnes end capture

the-woodedvhighAs:ound‘tokthe.nprthaast., At 0600 the infantry begen to slip across the:

ﬁridge, the men of E Comperny in the lead. There wae 1o opposition at ¢irst, for the

artillery conceatration bad disorsanized the defensive line facipg ttem. But evidently

an enexy forward observer renainsd at hbis post acd was able to observe the crossing.

For while meg'vere gtill crossing thes foot brides, mortar end 8= artillery shells
bégan'to-rAIl in tho,1==ed1atesarsa.o:'tne bridge. E Cozpady siffered casuelties, Qenz
too far to the left in the darkness, end went inxoﬂSallonns;, whers cachine. guns.and
mcrtars;épaned»up>on,thsm. After thercompany had passed by, soms anpassed eneny
machine guns opened up, isolating:E cdipany fronn G Company which bhad followed. \

T Company was, then crossed at a point %0 the rigbt of the other two companies,

'(the'other crossing point used. by tha-104th Infentry wes the destroyed reilroad bridge

over which foot elenenta were still able to get scrogss) and was able to by-pass Sallon=

nes and get %o the;high ground against very 1ittle resistance. The CO of Compary =

contacted the 34 Battalion CO by radio apd informed bim of nis plight,'and was told to

withdraw from the town after dark had ¢allen. But 2 Cénpany was jovolved in a fire

right in the village all through the day, end it was not possible to get medical eid
to them because of iha{m§chine guns parring the way. During the course of the day the

company gucceeded in silenéfﬁ; the guns and withdrew after. dark, carrying their casual=

ties with them. G Company was also withdrawn, end the two companies were ordered to

swing eround to the right end coce up with F Company oo the hill. smen this was accom=

plished, 5 Conmpeny joined F Cozpany on tke lice, aad 2 Compeny was Flaced 4{n support.

) ——— K - * -t - >
= —oual w the ~arthesst O.

mhe f£irst zigkt after the jump-off wes spext oa this zig

Sallonss, end the tIoops guffered extrene disca=fors frcm the ~aip woicz turzed izto
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WNIT: 24, Bastalioz, l04th Infantry, 26th Infeatsy Diviston. * A

>
.

N
oy
g4
.

ACTION?- The,Lorfeibel Canpéignis R AR
PEAIOD:;, B<Novedbef «1l. Decamber-194<t. o , e ¢
‘— . i~ .i.‘r'vf.‘ . . / 4'.:
30USCE:, Captain Ezrry, M. Carmevele, S=l. 24.Battalion J° ' i ¥
S/Sgt Preni-T.. Nortonj Operations. Sgiv 9 A
; 3

PEACE AND DATZ OF INTERVIEW: Kremze, Czechoslovakis, 17 June 1945:
DTRVIESR: lst Lt Hollis C. Alpert

KAPS: Zastermn Frapce: 1/50,000 Sarreguexmines, Bitche, Saere-Unioca, Chatsau Salins,
Parroy saeets.

TN B W R 4

B P ey Ot o o

P A v et L s N L Ty srey g .
NOTE:/ Isterview~conducteds foryths: mogt, part. without. uiiit’ récérds, The' letter’ pheges.

were: gpvezj@_dt by,;*sggilgb_g\ta'mx;;. ands be- referred. to: thes jourpalihetkept. of thes opara=
tidn; g ’ E R I wE g Y B i . st B .

{hén ther Jump=ofL’ for-thex26th-Iacantry Division .cmze-onNovésber. 8, 1944; the 24
saitalion, 104th.IZfAntry wds’ p £86- Woods. Bégarge> La- Grande; with-the'lst Battalion of
thes gsme- regizent on.its right, and-elements of the 35th Enfantry Division o the left. === -2
The time of the attack was scheduled for 0600, end an artillery preparation was to 3
gurf one-half houxr ba_fore that times, and to ‘continue as a rolling barrage for one-half
rour efter the start of the infantry asseult. Captein Farry M. Carnevale, Battalion

" s«1, at 0400 took an engineer platcon down to the Seille River, and a foot bridge was
constructed. over the river. This bdridge wa.av.«put in to the west of’'a dezolished ;rail-
road bridge-over -the.same river. juat south of the village<of Sallonnes.,

The attack was-made. in Qaripsss’ and;rain apd mide. And it .was, i-ain apd .mud that

characterized the whole-Lorraine ‘Cempaign for the men who fought. tirough.its. THe,s2dw

Battalion hed been engaged in the vicinity for a full moath vefore the lerge scele
attack began, making smnall scale torays which bad as suair objective the straightening ’
of the l1ize ead tke obtaining of bish terrein features waich would omzmexd the ground
to the .mn:; Kany of tte msn of the battaliocn nad alresdy sxpericzced their oattle
{pisctrirotion, but it was-as’a relatively untTdediunit thet they-cade thelr first f:
- |
S
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the fighting, taree plat .sgts and the EX o as casuslties, and the CO

Comdr kad been killed early in toe operatlon.

_«

Tme infantry now moved out of town toO OCCUPY the gound to the

n, where the lst and 4th.plats.of K Co joined then, togeth§r~witn

However both the tnfantry

nort

the tanks which had been with this groupe

the tanks were ordered to pull back'into.tcwn, which they cid, oute=

posting the town for the night. ipe units spent & quiet night in the

town and the following morning K Co rejoined the 3d Bn, 10lst Inf in

BOIS de CZLINE in the vicinity of (158245) . %

R » :t-isvthe'znterviewer's belief that the principal.utility of the
abover account lles in tne‘information‘regarding.th& 1ng. Plats in
MORVILLE during g pecember. That the town was not cleared until the
middle of the afternoon 18
—— the attached armor are desirable and both the prol
. 1st.and Vpns plata and their actual opns are open

ected plan for the
to question.

.

established, but further detalls regarding

sad -
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_ the day in the town 30 that the total number of P

-

of the town whiie the rest followed the leading tank down the main
road tnrou;h the tovm. Twc-thirda of the way tharough the little town
a.bazoocks, loeated_aomewhe:e on the north side of the town with ob-
sgnyaxion“onr:ne?rbady,sudu&niyxfired‘aaround, knoekiug'out the» lead
tanki:- At-the same time an enemy'macnine gun. opened up from the same
dirpbtion,woandeing;a'pIgt sgte The~ damaged tank effectively blocked
the road and it was considered_imp:attical to attempt to drag the tank
out of the'roaduntil ths enemy AT weapon hnad been neutralized. It was
{mpossible to loéate the WG or the npazooka™ frca the vicinity of tae
damagéd tank as the enemy MG controlled the sarea around the tank.
A;ggtngl_ﬂagjgggﬁ;tyltggrea§tern gide of town to detect the MG
but:maﬁ:sma%l;armsaﬁinohb Tﬁoﬁakasbw&reatheng&ispatched&&b"tné‘wdat:

s&d@wcﬁ»tnqttown;tb"fiﬁgiinﬁo;ﬁnb;éﬁﬁig

" YGn- They weTer o' fire; dcrosa. the: damdged tank, engeging the enemy's

automatilc weapon, wnile”tho‘otb&r~patrol.maneuvered.to»locate the gun
and destroy it. mho,squadfnhader~locgted,thg-ngq;;ngfggp,_ A-Tifles
grenade tWen accounted for two Ggermana manning the position and two
more immediately surrendered. Salpers were by this time being pinned
down-by‘ths patrolls fire and four more men soon gave themselves UPe
An additional four Germans were driﬁen out into the main street where
they were picked. of £ bY riflemen located along the street. During the
qounspaofitnls¢acﬁiyi;ﬁfboth”thq;Mc*anqatheaAT'weappn,wdre neutralized
and 1tVWaa~nﬁwﬁpossiblawto*pgl;;tngaténkzorf'thefroadlaaq.continue

through towne. _ —

mhe town was cleared about 1500. 24 germans were captured during

risoners taken was

abcut 29. ‘+he paltoons of X Co had lost flive enlisted men killed in

-4-

of, the. sispectéd. Locatlon.of the
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of.ubRVILLE. observetion of ¥CRVILLE end of the road over which the
column wes NOW qoving'was‘cxcellent froon the HAUTE de CHATMONT north
west of MORVILIE. IR moving north of YWOYENVIC, Co K nad noticed the
104tt Inf on tneir left in the vicinity of VIC-SUR=-SEILLE (1121) and
pad seen units of the 10lst Inf moving across country on the riget of
their route in the region of the COTE ST JEAN (1522) |

The lst and wpns Plats nad already peeled off to the right to
move towaerd thelir designated aress and the tanks went into partiasl
defilede along the road in the vicinity of CR 273 as planned. 'Tne
tanks opened fire from a range- of 500-6C0O yards on the buildings anc
nadgerows on the- south gide of MARVILIE. The tanks then moved 8&cross
the- open ground with the infantry'dismounted {p close support. The
1nf antry had already begun %o return the small arms fire which they
were receiving. At the CR the ¢ Co Comdr, capt. Long, wes xilled by
fragments of a shell which landed nearby as he was conferring vith the
Tk CO comdr. Tna tank officer was not hit, as he was protected b§ his
tanits The attacking force moved across the-open groand and -elong the
road into NORVILLE Drawina artillery, mortar and smell arms fire, The
400 gyards from the 1D to the bedgerow'terd quickly covered and herse the
{nfantry picked up 15 Germens who of fered no resistance. mhe tanks
had now moved anead of the men of K Co, blasting & W&y througa & read
block encountered on the road at (127246)~ As the attack moved into
town the enemy ertills ry range could not be shortened due tO the pre-
sence of Gerzan troops holding the town. It therefore now fell benind
the attackers 14 wasg later estimated that the town vwes oeing hela b7y
epout 80 infantry=men with one ¥G and 8 bazoCkse

part of the attackifg infentry now moved up &lcong the weat sice
-l -
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" {om of CHATEAU-SALINS. (0925). “hé-advance on MORVILIE was to b8 made

using the amin highway &s an 1D for a direcﬁ assault on the town of

WISSICN OF THE TF: As understood by Lt rierney, the mission of the

task force wes to seize or neutralize MORVILLE-les=VIC (1224) by an

attack: fromthe south and then’ t6, wing northwest™ to aid in the reduct=

from the southwest through.MOYENVIC (1320), which was t.De taken by
tbaiinftntny-beférevthg-tast:foﬁée-moved~acro$3 the+*SEILIE RIVER.

Co K was to ride the tanks, aticking with them as far forward as
possible, in order to"supply direct support. The platoons of K Co
were to be utilized in this manner: As the tanks moved up the MCYENVIC
< CHATEAU~SALINS ROAD, the lst Plat and the VWpns Plat, with tank
supﬁonfslwahld~£8véioff ﬁhd\rOEGuin*tne;éiéinff?’dfyskﬁfﬁﬁLz(1423),
going noffh: aliong the western: edge of the BCIS, de la- GELINE (136247)
to oooupy'tneanigh.ground east: of) MORVILIE.  The mortars: were: to be:
set upmﬂor pnoxqpmion"againa;‘a counter-attack and were®to fire*on'
the nortﬁ%est”side*of’tha:tOWn:« ‘hia;fbrceawouidafonzf&:base*of:fire?
dur-ng the advance of the other units and wouiﬁ serve to help isolzate
MORVIIIE from the northeast by interdicting the ORVILLL‘EAyPChT RCAD
by fire. The 2d snd 3d Plats would continue on-with the majority of

the tanks, who were to deploy along both sides of CR 273 (l24241),

MORVILLE from,theaouthwest¢
AmTecx ON y@avrv... AOYENVIC fell on 8 November: ards a7 adzeable: bridge~s

head was- estahlfsned across the SLILL- RIVER during the:= day. . At 0700

on 9 November the Tf moved through ARRACOURT (1114) amd along’ the éirect

route <o MOV:TVIC _crossing the SEILLE RIVER without indicent. About
1030 the ;: had passed through MOYEKVIC and was on the road moving

nortn towsrd MORVILIE. AS the column drew up cn the high ground in
tne'vicih-ty of (130234}, a*tillery started, cozing in from tnhe north
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yNIT: Co X, 101st Infant:y Regiment = TF "A" ﬁ?

p=RIOD: B8-10 Kovember 1944. ‘ S
) /
ACTION: LORRAINE CAMPAIGN )
SOURCE: Lt Eémund . T Tiernej, platoon reader, 34 Plgtoon, Compeny K,
lOlstvInfantry'“agiment. ’

PFIACE KD DAT OF INTERVIEW: SALKAT, CZECHOSLOVAKIA = 18 Jure, 1945.

INTERVIEWER: 2d 1t Cherles King Howard

L ap~

MAPS? 1:50,000 TITE SEEET MNULBER GSGS KO
CEATEAU=~SALINS 35-14 4471

PARRCY 35-15 4471

This interview was made without reference to 805 notes or’
formal records of the period. 1t was made to determine. the actions of
TF A and especially‘ofJCO'K, 101st Inf, a-unit of the TF,. in the

¥ ORVILLE (1224) area during its;coumittment.

FORMATION QF TF At on 6 November Co K Wwas3 informed thet it was to

be detached from the 10lst Inf Regt and made a part of T® Ae <“he
Company was at this time commanded by Capte vharles F ~ong. It was
bveing n&ld ih Bn reserve- in the vicinity of JUVRECOURT (131€) fr=
which it moved on this day to the resr to 8 ﬁivouac area-(DQBizss oﬁn

the west side of the BOIS du BENANMON. Here 1t was joined bY other -

- units of the task fcrce, which was to be composod of the followlng

~
-~
e

= b+ ———

¢

cos & ad- c, 761 Tk 3n (Negro)

1 co, 602 TU °n

_ 2 sqds Engrs _ T
co K, 101 Inf Regt

units f#

1t is 1ikely that the above armored unlts werse under gtrength as “t

Tierney recelled that there were about 2] tanks in the column, in=

cluding & ~aintenance tank. “g made nO separate'mention of TDs &%t

any tize, 8O it mey oe presuzed thet they &I treluded in the above

figure. - : ‘
# Composition of TF supplied Ey -3 &s pert of 28 Inf SV tnterview.
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_and. GUEBESTROFF (254263) 1in the first day's f1gnting, and on the 20tB of
_November: the §1st Armored. Intantry Battalion of the 4th Armored bivision

Q) )
merolc action took plsce waen menk Destroyers were brought up to dislodge
and destroy the eney machine gun emplacements. on the morning of the

15th of NovemberT, the. 1st Battallon moved. through the 2d vsattalion and

continued.its advafncre-glearing. ths remainder of the woods and outpoatling
them along the. edge to the- gast and Southeast. The 24 Battallion took up
outpost pos itions to the south overlooking DIEUZE (255242). 'i'he 3d Battal-_.
yon cleared the wooads to the North and outpo.ated in that sectlon. The :
three battalions remained in this sector nolding end sending out patrols
for the next four days. On the 19th, tbe 3d Battallion pulled out and

sttacked Soutn with DIEUZE 83 their objective, taking GUENESTRO FF (243257)

waa attached to attack with the 34 Battalion in its assault ‘against DIEUZE.

Ths 25th Cavalry was also used
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in the attack coming in fronm the west. +hen the attack in full force hit the objec=

tiv;'é?cﬂ DEUEi‘,\ 1‘;’wa‘s,,;,discovered thggythe}ma}imenm’force- had pulled: out apnd &.very

small group  of the: enexy renained

tordefenifDIEUZE%vtney;weréaovercane very easilys

The: 5ist;armd 1ol Ba and'the- 2zth Cav.rémained 11 ,DIE0ZE; while ithei3d 31 ‘contimed

{ts”attack forward- inte’ VRGAVILLE | (2722697, and!by.nightrallﬁended their advance

{n BIDESTROFF (305282). This attask epcountered very lisht opposition all zlong,

and o opposition at all in entering BIDZSTRO:F. This light opposition was due to

tphe fact that the 101st Re

giment was far out front on the left [larnk, and the eneny

wag»withdgawxng 1n.rront of the 3d Bn, 328th Inf. On the mornina of the 213t of

Lovember, the 'lst and 2d

Ens: entrucked;and moved 1nt0akb§éiﬁb;(329323). The' st

Bn.moved into poéiiion'in~€ﬁé ViCinitywof,IQHR (365325) and” the’ ‘2@ B took:s up posi-

tions 1n the’ arear of. TORCEEVILLE (352348 ). The 3d: Boy which: entrucked later- in. the-

morning: on the 21st. of November, moved: into- GUINZELING (349515) and went imto regi-

mental raserve.

hours on the 224 of Nov,

nemy opposition was light in the woods as only small arms was occasio

nowever, all the ‘bridges.b

to be more difficult and Tre

@hiS‘QRQ;atiQn,W§§;a process. of* reJievins the: lOlst'Inrxaegt. At 1000

the 2d Bn attacked through the woods ipto LUKSTER (592055).

ad been blown approaching LURSTER, and once the 2d Bn left
sutomatic weapons and artillery was encountered which caused the advence

sulted in\many ¢asualties,. .The vattalion. commander,

Lt Col.Byors, was wounded inythe*ftght for. MUhSTZR, and. kajor ‘Hadbowenztook over com=

mand.of the battalion. The lst"Bnﬁmoved*intobthVI TR { 385324 whichiwas .a.very’

important place at tais time becausq&henafwasnlocatedaaggroup;of’danagwnicn,,'gf

blown, would have flooded tke enti

the dams were ‘g1l ‘prep

leaving ‘them unprotected.

¢ne enemy had 8 lerge Dumb

re division areaé. Strangely. &s it may seen,

ered with demolitions to pe blown but the enermy bad withdrawa

This action was believed to have been 50 peceuse OF the fact

er of troops and equipnent elso in ube area to be flooded,

waich had  not-beed withdrawn. Thanlst“Bg“belieyedﬂthe bridges-tO'beuout so they

nally encountered.
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palled beck into LOER du.ri.::° the night to prevent the enexy from cutting then off, &3
the battelion was stuck out front where support would be very difficult in case the
enemy were to attack. The 2d Bn. pulled out of VUNSTER on 23 Nov, leaving one company
in the town, and two companies ‘pulled around through the forest, aad attacked
GIVRYCOURT (402362) frog-the west: Thé area around GUINZZL ¢, TORCEEVILLZ, LMONSTER,
as- loaded with rmines, roaddlocks, and booby traps. All the bridges were blown,
and this made the advance alow and costly. On the 24th, a holding action for one dey
took nlace while bridges. were prepared and the campany left in LUNSTER came into
CIVRYCOURT. The 3:*3:: moved into VITTERSEURG (407394) without any opposition on 25
Kov. One Company (B co) or the lst, made an attack on HONSKXIRCH (429382) which was
a very well. fortified towne. Anti-tank ditches were in the valley between EONIKIRCE |
and VI"'I‘.RSHRG and ninerields covered vitn autometic fire, covered all approaches.
when the attack startsad, B Co was supported by 11 tapks fram tne 76lst Tk Bn, but the
lead tank hit a mine and was mcked out., Znemy direct fire caused the tanks
becone disorganized and B Co continued the attack a.lone. After suffering severe
casualties, the éompeny was forced to withdraw under darkness. On ‘the 26th, the
lst Pn was ordered to attack EONSKIRCHE again from the west, assisted by fire fron
the 24 21 and 3d Bn. The 1st En advanced to-the edge of the tovn but were- pinned
down so effectively by eney fire that smoke was used to allow'the battalion to
witndraw again. after their withdrowal, they went into seserve at TOXCHIVILLIZ.
on the 27th, Co G of the £d 3n sent & patrol into BoNSKInCH mthout meeting any
The 54 Bn moved forward into the forest northwest of VITTERS2URSG, en-

opposition.

countering very light. resistance. On 28 Nov the lst En moved out of reserve through

‘ the 24 Bz end took KIRVILIER (44£396) and HD..»II!G:I (455395) with practically no

opposition. The 24 Sn then went into reserve at TO"{C'.:."JI”- woere the men had

showers aod a period of rehabilitation. "hile there doughrut trucks came upe The

34 B remained in VITTLIASZORG for their rebabilitation &£ t:.8 lizne was Very wuiet. TLEY
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position. Cn 5 Deec, t

} while th;‘;'Sd, Bo. [

an advanced on WEIDESHEEIN and drove the enertyy out.

"Regt from the b Arpd Div and went

i )
then moved iato BISSERT (478384). The 24 2n moved into H3SiIRCIEN (45137<) on the

£9th, Zy the lst of Decerter, all three pattalions wiere somevhat on line z2l6Bg the

the &N

SL3T River, with the lst 2n at EINSINGZN, the 2d Zn at HEARSZIRCHIYN, and the 34

Snc et 3ISUERTS The..328th Regt-held; along this line-while tae 101st- Regt end 1O4th

Regt attucked SARRE UNION (5273812). The 24 Bn'faked en attack on SCHOFPLRTals

. LY . . : B
while the lOéth:_attach". SARRE. UNICN. The.ld.2n’ went. into

KJ’:CI-.;.::CFE‘ (538%61) to act as reserve for -tae’ 104th Regt~wiile tie~lst-remained, id_

ne 24 23 noved throush a small passage tn.s.u'?.‘,u‘. TiIOoN to ellow

1t to pass tarough SCEOFEZRTEN and EESKASTEL (493414) and Co E went imto SaRIEE

(4-8:»:48). The lst Bn had also started into SARRALES wut were pulled cut and ettached

to the 4th Armd. Div to assist in the attack on BRINING (647487). The 3d = foliowed

the- 2dn3is izdo. HESKASTEL.andi went sorth to withid: 3 kiloneters .ol ERAITIESIL

('52'5'4’5'6) Eiu}.in.g-ﬂﬁd‘h‘e right. of.5.Decqs OB the: 8tH, tie- 24 und- 24 ‘s were to wmove to

S’IROIG'EQF_‘,_EL'E, (544459) and: assemble. The: 104th. Regt had takeld FAlB UIZR (574471) 2ad.

ZTTING (594482) on the 6th. on. 7- Yee, thae 2d, Bn clesred EUTTING: azd outrosted” it’

rmoved izto '-‘JEIDES';E:IM .400DS to theerrightiof the tovmy, and.ip.doing.

o they ceceived ene=y fire from WEIDESESTE (535489 ) On the 8th of Dec, btze 2d

The lst Bn. retmned to the 358th
into regimental reserve. At 0320 ¢ Dec, Co &,
34 3n 338th Inf Rect, made an ettack on the JITTROG forts (536508). They learned

it could only be taken by the use of demolitions, SO they withdrew and moved back

up-ragain- withy .500 1bs of dynanlte\andsblew- the,. forte. Eere; after the enemy was:

driven out; was discovered an undergrbund factory nrOduc:.n.,, -products for tae; jet-

propelled planes:the eneqy was usins\;aga:.nst us. The;,za‘ Bn pulled through AC-:L

st bad taken on "the 8t of Dec and- attacked WOELFL ety

o~

(596494), w=ich the 104th Re

(551508),--«:11113 the 3d Bn coptimed its advence izto .u.ISUII....‘:R. The advancse oD

SIZSVIILER (584537) was agsisted dy tae a5th Div who just took ZZTTING (562525).

The 1st Bettelloz now roved into W TTRING, still iz regimerntal reserve.
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On 10 Dec the ati ack sterted with the objective to cross the Germen oorder, as

N

the regiment kmew they. were gomb to be pulled out of the line and they wented to
get. into Germany first.The 2d Bn.was on the right apd the 3d En on the left. The

=20th Inf- Regt, 35tk Inf Div, was on the left, and .the 346th Inf Regt, 87th Inf 3iv,

which was attached to the .26th I‘nf,_ Div, was right of the 23 Eme. nrter a hard day's

tighting yvith the enenmy putting up very stiff resistance, the attack got as far as
tho edge of the PUCEEN Forest along 2@ road at the. west edge. On the llth, tae
atteck started off egain'with the lst En moving through the 3d Ea oz the left, and
the 3d Bn send Co I to attack‘ between the two vattalions. again the enemy was
fignting with ell its might to prevent the americans from going into Germany, but
Co A, 1st én, commanded by Lt Clark E.. Reynolds, drove into uemw, this being the

£irst company of the 26th Div to set foot in Germeny. The pext morhing at 0950, the

12th-of Dec, the regiment was relieved by the: 347th Inf Regt, &7th I.n.f}Div, and were

merched by the woods into the: vicinity'of EUTTING (554474) where they entrucked for
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UnITs lst Bn, 328%h Inf Regt, 26th Inf DIV AP

r i o0 -
PERT.OD=: g fov = 12 Dec- 1844 .-(}JIJG..‘ v a
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: spﬂﬁbzgﬁ'ngcp%ﬁnaeiggi4ngzggdyy3n»cgmmaadam—
[ capt Elbert: L. :R¥ ly. BB S=8 :
PLACE AND' DATE( G INTERVIEWs. ZLEBYY, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 17 June 1945 "

wAPS: Scels, 1/50,000 chatesu galins No 35/14; parroy No 35/5;
sarre-ynion No 36/14; garrebourg §o 36/15; 1/100,000 sasrbrucked

No 5/1
. INTERVIEWER: 24 Lt cerl we. Elvington
INTERVIEW was copnducted with maps and special records preperesd by Lt

. Thpmiish MaFBHRL, , 4 Hed 1841 G L18Er dui g, tnferwetions

onz thexmorningg of thiss attacks: gs November: 1944y, theswesther: wis> -

o, . P R TON ALEe i B LT R i £, i T | Ao
cléarrand:colds. Ltzcglvnoeigz@wneygﬁﬂhasaambléaaniamd%ﬁﬁanyzdamé

AL T

‘maﬁdpraﬁaﬁd;iiﬁﬁﬁﬁfEfégfirﬁtﬁagg$rﬁﬁtf'nf:tan%mtt3025erdea~forrthe

campaigne Thprcompany-commandamawve:e~eachvzihwn,ounn;tha;anea¢xﬁéﬁﬁ
were to attack and knew of ths enemy position apnd guh-amplacementa. -

. ) |
SV . o e @A errg e . .
F i "‘"'}"""{iﬂn R o e et
b , RERMITIRN St .

had. helped in ‘the securing'or'enemyv1n£ormation,uand sketches

patrols
The batta=~. .

of the enemy positions had been made rraﬁ_roriard.rcxholes.

qrRYy.

[

" 1ton objectives were BEZANGE LA FETITE (175152) snd RILL 253 (179145).
At 0700 the:attack Jumped ofr 'itn~A;cgg_commanded_b7 CéEt‘Jknewf
G+« Roydas, on the- left '1tu.§h:§miasiongo@;aqgu:ingfBgzaﬂcg;;;@gggig;gl
B. Co,. commanded by Capt E-J,.boréx?}ghn;. ‘wagy on the:right: with:thes
" mission of securing and "nbminsi;ﬁ:;.n 2654 ¢iCo waa held/insreserve.. |
pefore the attack was launched, the Cannon Go had been firing on HILL 5

© 253, and mortar fire had been directed on the kpown gun emplacements . ’ E
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during the night and up until the American forces massed their fire.

.

A. Co moved. into ERZANGE LA PETITE very fast and on through to the out=
kirts of tha village. A platoon of C Co was commited here to clesar
out the town 88 A CO passed through, rapidly purauéI;g the withdraw=
ing enexy. CO Bvencountoredmatift.oppoaition in I%a'approach to
EILL 253, but the enemy were quickly overcome and ﬁhe objective taken.
That nlght the lat Bn was rglieved and moved back into ARRACOURT
(115145) and the 24 Cav tock over thelr positionse.

puring the period from the 9th until the morning of the 1l4th,
the battalion was moving behind the line on foot working into posi-
tion for the attack on the morning of 14 Nov, yhich found the batta-
lion‘on‘thovwest.edge'of'thz-KDECKING FOREST. When the attack jumped
off, B Co ;aa'on the ;1ght‘and Cc Co on the left. In tbisa attack the
battallon wag fighting three enemies = JeITY, cold, and rrench foot.
erench foot was causing a great mapy-caaualtieaxduring this period.
The weather was cold and rainy with visibillty poor.

The battallon had the mission of clearing the woods 88 far as
BEILL 325-(241286) and outposting the woods to the south averlooking
DIEUZE (253243) - A8 the two companles began their attack through
the forest, they encountered very stiff opposition rrcm‘the eneny
who was throwing observed artillery, ggs, and machine gun fire at the
Americans. AS the battallon reached the vicinity of BERANGE FYE (197-A;
268) 1t was stopped completely dY machine gun firee. rhis was the
¢£irast experiencs the battalion had had with 88s, and also with fight-
ing in woods. | |

on the morning of the 15th, Co A Wwas ordered up, with TD3 atteched,

to knock out the ene&xy machine gun emplacerente. The attack continued
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frecm bhere with & snd B Cos jeading and C Co in direct support. Very

Ve e

light enexy opposition was encountered during the remainder of the
clearing th:cugh“BZQ,‘wnsre*tha'battal;on outposted to the south:
and held untll. it vaﬁ'pulled out and entrucked for BASSING (315304 ) «
Frcn‘BASSING_it moved by foot into 1.OHR (365325), on 22 Xov, té re=--.
lieve the 1st pn lolst I»f Regts. CO A was sent into INSVILIER  (385="
324) amd found the ene&ay nad blown all the bridges approacning»the
village, and pad attachsd demolitions %o geveral dams which, 1if
blown, would nave flooded the entire division erea. co C was then
eent<torwardvinto-Insvlnxzn ta augpanf the forece already there. put
both A.and C Co8 vere;recalled‘during;the.nighé.becauaevthe engineers
were unableatoaprepare=tha bridges to- their rear, and. 1t was feared
they may>gat'cut;otr.: ' |

on the 234 the battalionrmaVedninto.regimental regerve and
gtarted moving toward HONSEIRCH (429382) through MUNSTER (392355) and
VITTERSBOURG (407394). The battalion v;s in the wooda west of
YUNSTER on the 25th of NOY‘Endvth thelir belated Thanksgliving dinner

thﬁre‘o

orr the 26%h, Co B aaaiated,by eleven tanks from the 761lat Tk BR,
gtarted 1ts attack on RONSEIRCH. "~ Juat as the attack was beginning
to move along, the~reg;m9ntal‘cannander gave oraders for the attack-
. Ang force to stop and pull back ingplthoir old positionaAbecauae ar-
tillery was being fired into éhs-toin of gpNSKIch. This caused many
to wonder, pecause of the fact the artillery had been called to as-
sist 1h ths attacke. After the artillery ceaged its fire oo
EONSKIRCH, the attack was crdered to start again. BY this time the
enezy had gotten out of thelr dug-in pocsitions and were ready to meet
tnwe attack. TRe ‘tanks were attacking alond the road from
: -3 -
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VITI‘ERSBOURG, as this was thelr only aveaue of epproach; & marsh waes i
A [

onreach side-of the road which prevented the tanks from leaving it. .

Att”ar»thewattack,,hgd progreasod;on_.l,y a short distance , the lead tank

struck a.mine and was disabled completelys At this saxe time the

eneny. cp_enegi‘__fir.e with anti-tank guns” .snd knocked- out> two’ of: the tanks.

in the rear of the co]:un;n; as thé other’ tanks-werer unable~to move:
they were abandoned by their crews. However, this did not keep ths

}doughbcya of co B from pushing on forward. BY nightfall they were

as far forward as the outskirts of the city where the enemy had row

agEer: row. of double” spron’ wires Unable: to get: any support from the

reay, CO+B was forced. to. withdraw. under: the: cover. of. da.\r.kngqg: that

'tho *tough figbting%,

night as: they- bad, auffered. nmy*caaualtiea- du.ring

that! day’s.
on; thermorning| of:27" NOv- at 0700 hours; the;battalion leusckeds

another attack on EONSKIRCH from the wost with Co. C on the right end
co A on the left. During the night of the 26th,

fire had been directed upon the defenses of HONSKIRCE and a very ip-

artillery and mortar

tense artillery barrage was being fired as the two companies attacked.

gowever, the eflect of the artillery and mortar on the enemy was not

too, great;, as. the: battalion egcountered g8a, 20mmj- ezall arms, machines e
guns,. and; s‘eiL:j‘-propkel.g{d . gg.nar:,aa;-theys advanced, to the outakirts of-
the- citys The enemy: fire Gecame: 80. effective: that/ 1t. was? necessary-

o call for smoke to’allew the two attacking companies of: the lst Bn.

to withdraw. The lst Bn was then rel:.eved by the 2d Bn and they moved

into TORCHEVILLE (352348) for rehabilitation and e few da‘ys rest.

ge.e and clean clothes were issued.

the men tcok showers,

- 4‘( -
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The lst Bn moved back into the line on 1 pec and were outposting
HINSINGER (455385), & holding action with some patrol activity.
casualties were causad>dgr1ng the patrolling action. This outposting.
and patrolling continued for the: lat Bn4unﬁil 6§ Dec whén they were
attached to.the:4th Armd Div and trucked into SCEMITTVILIZER(595452),
whers they were ordered to attack in front of the armor into BINIﬁG
(647487). A company of light tanks were to accompany the battallon

in its sdvance. The battalion attacked in a column of companies: G, o

3, and A in that order. Very light opposition was encountered in the

attack on BINING., However, after the battalion had got into the town,

the enemy opened.up with a. terrific barrage of mortar and artillery
fire. (It waa believed by the 3-3, capt Elbert L. Ryan that the enémy
had more: ammunition. than they could carry with them in their with-
drawal, 30 they fired it on the 1st Bn after they entered BINING.)
This caused many casualties among the battal%on. ‘phe 1lst Bn rejoined
their regiment on 8 Dec when they were trucked into FORT WITTRING
(569508) and moved to WOELFLING (591541) as regimental reserve. 0On

‘the llth of Dec it was 'learned that the regiment was going to be

pulled out of this sector, and the german border was in aight. when
the attack started the three battalions wers all in the line, and %to
cross the German border was tha desirs of overy man. The enamy Op= -
position was very great, however, and Co A or ‘the lst Bn was the only
company to zet on German. goil. The battdlion was relieved that night’
in place by the 347th Regt, B?th Int Div, snd marched by the woods to

the victaity of EUTTING (554474) where they entrucked for METZ, FRARCE.
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covered by Lt Howard, *

When the 26th Division relieved the 4th Armored Division south of the Seille River

in the middle of Gctober,

ocoeurred within the 26th Division prior to November Sth when the offensive was renewed

{n-thisrareai

the 104th. Infantisy on the.right flank of-the Division zone..

the left of the 328th Infantry oa &

800 yards northwest of Bezange-la-Petite (1715), to-the Bezangs woodss.:

try lins ran from northeast of Bezange-la-Petite generally south alons the 17th grid

lipa until it reached ths vicindty o

east to include the western kalf of

yerds where corntact ras ,establishedxith the 2d Cavalry Group, oo the right flaank of

given to Lt Ludden. afid in'a difforent session the'

considerable ad justment and shirts in regimental sectors

on- 26 October the 328th Infantry to0k-up;

O ..‘) - - JLL’? P U". . . 1 r%
CAT U e 3
, | : Py~ o I A &
WUIT: 24 Battalion, .328th Infantry Resiment, 26th Icfantry Divisiond - 2 L ; H
PR 2L
PERIOD: 8.November - 12:December 1944.. NP ABE ey It
,yu »- .‘V‘e'
ACTION: . Lorraine Campeign. ,\Tf‘ﬂ" Ju\«ﬁ .
' (P \v oo
SOURCES:” Kajor:Paul Se Caxrier; gesmgntgl—' S=3, CO’G‘etCang.w{&untiJ;wls November 1344,
Majer E. Gerdner Goldsmith,.Ezecutive Otsycer, 3afBattalidny. 328tH IRLARETYS
On;15 Novexber. assumed- commend“of-"G COmPanys
PLACE AND. DATE OF INTZRVIEWS: VALCEOVO-B3EZI & B, CZECHDSLOVAKIA, 18-19 June 194S. ;
EAFS: 1/50,000 TITLE SEZET NO. GSGS '
Chateau-Salins 35=14- 4471
Parroy 35-138 7l
Sarreguinines 36=-13 4471
Saare-Union 36=14 4471
INTERVIEWER:: Lts:-Ludden: (£irst- period:) and: Howard: (second: period).. -
NoTE:, Major. Ciintopis. TieLod BaEEaT ok $56: dNTIRE RIS opeTatLonLbEt . due: oL tHe:
'sgyerer.easga;};ti'esjvm‘-‘.;hwsé_isrsdgsxqecm tod;s;upjﬁ;tgnpqrg:y“*cqx;‘ﬁén@?pésit#ongﬁu.: .
K "and battalion: commend ‘et various’ times. EHe 1s apparently  the only" surviving
officer in thﬁnm‘;vhtmﬁbn’;win?Whi;hf;he&Baﬂ‘/ed:&&s;co,(ci Company:untirf.ls‘.‘ Novanber. His
r_a'port on: the 24 Battalion:action:was givea fromn: maps: and checked against the regiment
records. Hertold:the. story mainly-as-a: personal; account.rathier thansassa:battalion .
story, but’did his:best to ksep: the, tone: of”the. story. objectives: The-girsy’ period-of  ze==
the action was ! ‘pal period was' K

it5. final, positionsy. relieving.
Tre- 10l 8t~ Iafantry-was on =
static’line extending~from (168156) ;: ar point some”

The 326th.Iafan~f

£ the woods west of Moncourt (1913) where it turned

the woods, Then it ageizn ran south about 1,000

-ln} ¢
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the Third Azmy. The 44th Infantry Division was oo the left flank of Seventh Army
south of the Sear-Rhine Cansl and the 24 Cavalry group meintaiped contact between the

26th and 44th Intentry Divisions.
The,:positiona of the 24 Battalion were southwest: of 'Moncourt: {192139) around a

small patch of woods of which ¥ Company held one side and the ememy held the other. .
G Company was to the north of F Company in defilade positions against enemy fire from.
E411 253 and B Company was to the right’ roa'.r of ‘¥ Company. The lst Battalion was-on
the left of G Company, and the 34 Battalion was in reserve,

In the pericd prior to the jump off the battalion traded small arms fire with
the enexy cutposts to tﬁeir front and considersble enexy artillery fell in the woods
southwest of Momcourt. The positions held by the 23 Battalion of the 328th Iafantry in

the Loncourt woods. received the heaviest concentrations of artillery. This fire forced

the 24 Battalion to draw back ocut of the woods several times.
The division plan for the: attack on 8 November called for the 328th Iofantry to

zake a faint before  E-Hour on Bezange la Petite and Moncourt, while the 101st Infantzry

made the main. effort oa Hill 310, It was understood that after the feint the 328th. .

Izfantry would bbe relieved by the 2d Cavalry Group, and ‘;.he 328th Infantry would be
ecmitt‘od‘, in the Chateau Salins area.
S Shortly befare the jump off the Army Comnander visited ths positions of the 328th.

Ea- emphasized that Chateau Salins was the key to the Saar River baszin.

The day before the attack, 7 Company made & united obJective attack against dug-Ln *

. epemy infantry positions to c].ear Bpalf of the woods southwest of Moncourt as the line or

departure for ths feint attack at H-hour.

- The artillery preparation for the main effort was to be four hours lons., For the

tei.nt attack the artillery preparation waa to be l‘g hours starting at E-hour mims l.

-—

(App&rantky E-hcar zinus 1 was 0700.
Ops platoon C Company, n6lst Tank Bettalion, was %

This would mean that the feint attack jumped

o?? as it was gTowing light).
'
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support the 24 n..t.telion, 328th Infantry. The tanks were lafce in starting to join the
3281:11 Irractry axd never got imto position for the ettack. They laid fire on the 1st
Battalion assexbly area neer Recincourt. (It was stated that. during the day, wh,en c
Company* 7615%- was, corfittted;, 1% lost. communications and
The company Wwes reported to bave shot up ane of its own tanks at this time. (See iz~
terview with lst:Batgakion’ 328tnnIafantry)).. '

The enexy bad a spot defense wi,tﬁ. strong poizts {
and the high ground %o the sest of Moncourt. The attack jumped off with G Compeany on
the lett to clear Hill 279 and enter l(m:.t:om:‘te P Compeny oz ths right was to ¢lear

ths remeinder of the woods aoutheast of Moncourt then pass thrcngh. G Company and seize

the highrsrou.nd east of ’tpa‘ town,,

G Companyi, with.cloao}.eruuarr*supporeshandsmorta.r; andymachine-gun, rire’ from*H .

N’N B

traded fire amongrits own units. .

dug-1n tank) at Hill 279, Hill 253,

Compeny; seized Hi11. 279, and: t’He&:raad»iunc&imﬂth.little»reaismnce..,, Tha: Company-nave d,,

, {3¥ & colugh of p;{gt'aoﬁsr. to. MoBdourt: waile H COmpany, with) positions) oo Eish ‘grotnd; .
; éavo- overhead: £ire- suppart with a heavy blanket of" f£ire on.Moncourt., The: enemy was:
‘,.:L Lound to have outposted. Moncourt with'dug _{n’automatic: weapons. positions. G 'Company.
g E deployed short of the town and attempted to eater with assault fire., At tbis point \ -
: { Major Carrier's story became unclear, Appareatly the 33 Platoon of G Company lost |
directions on the left, swung around the town, and came under the fire of ememy posi-
? tions south of the town. DBefors the platoon .cduld, be withdrawn there were only three
g‘ men of the’ platocn leffhe, It probably’ had heavy qusual_ties but many were captured. The
L rest.of GiCompeny made: asmarthing; 1:1.:r:tgﬁ,a,ttaczln1 onu{oncom T!fgaegx;g;;m, out posti.pesitions,.
_tf nro(ovemn .and six to eight men captu:ed.‘ chozzpanywwent ,into. -the;town alon®i-
"‘{?" F Company had been delayed in clearing:outithe’ recainder orﬁthQyweodszgaouthwestaot'\

P e ai

‘Voncourt by a tepacious emexy defense of his positions in the dense woods, s was

£ipally dislodged about 1000 and withdrew to the portheast., At this time a platoon of

£ Company was com=itted with F Companye

.
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‘the 26tk Infantry Divisionm. Howsver, the 44th Divisian did not attack until three

C | D :
¥ Cozpany joimsd ‘iith. G Compeny a‘é the edge of Moncourt at 1100 and together the
corpanies: pushed through the town. The principal opposition was about fifteen enany.
with” automatic weapons inthe orchard. south of the town (it was supposed that this
epary group. had. caused the capture of the platoon of G Company). The town was. secured?
about 1130 and at.the time there wers. twenty-eight men left in G Company, and F Company
due to their iosae.s {n clearing the woods, was low in strength. The enemy laid heavy
céncentrations of artillery on Moncourt. 83 fire reked ths town from positions on the
reverse slope of the ridge to the east. During the aftermoon, F and G Companies tried
to mansuver against these positions. Envelopment was prevented because the slopes of.
the ridge were bare apd coversed by ensmy autcmatic fire frox the northk and south
flanks. A direct assault was attampted but the men.wers exposed to withering fire as
soon as they-reached the- crest of the ridge. com;nunications to the rear were hampered
by etiay harassing. tire.
4t 1600 the 24 Battalion got orders to withdraw from the town and. returnad to the
edge of the woods %o the southeast. Major Carrier stated that thirty mea of ;che
pattalion stayed in the towa u.ﬁtil they were relieved by the 24 Cavalry Groupe
" saked about the support on the Tight flamk by the 44th Infantry Division, Majer

Carriei' said that he understood tha.f. the 44th Division was to jump off on 8 Novenber with "

days later, but during the 8-9th, the 44th Diviasion Artillery th.re' f£ire to the frant
of ths 328tk InfantTy. ]

The 24 Battalion was withdnvn through Coincourt to Arracourt (120145) clos:Lng
there- the nérn:..ns of the 9th, Ths morning or the 10th the battalion moved to Vic-sur-
Seille, tut was beld up there by the trarric of the 4th Armored Division. At 1600
the battalion began moving to the edge of Vic-sur-Seille where it detrucked and marched
vy "oct to Morville (128246). At &'arviue the battalion received reinforcenenis,

At 1700 on the 10th the battalion received orders to move out the next moraing

e
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on the left rear of tne 3d Battalionm, 101st Infantry, to aid in clearing ths woods

e

TR

(Boig-de la Celine) south of Hampont- (1526). However, the enexy had. withdrawn. from
this axe‘as.bet‘csrewt;m vattalion movediout] and the 24 Battalion was,directed om ;ne'l;lth«‘_ _
td/rél'ieﬂf”effthg‘_Sdi‘Be.i‘_;'aliion‘ 101st insther heavilys defended area gouth of -the main. road
through Boisi desKdeckingi Thss 34* Battalionv ofi thaer IOlst was! givens the. lighﬁgrrmi§sion; ;
of clearing the part or the woods north of the main road. The 34 Battalion, 101s% |
Iznfantry, was attached to the 328th Intantry for contrcl.

Thet night Lt Col Bayers, the 24 Battalion. cormander, was evacuated for illness
and ¥ajor Robert Senatus, Executive officer, took over the battalion.

The- Bois: de. Koecking. covered.a ridgelins extending 10,000 yards to the northeast.

L

THe: road’ through’ thrwoods kept to) the c.rest of’ the- ridse.« meag;-pun,gg.r_ez;}; aqqyjra_pid"w-» _
1: ‘on’ either:'side. m wood s, was: largely’ beech which" at-this=time ol thgrySarswere” :

T atil) a,cov‘:ered.wl;h‘leazes., Throughout*athay-oods ,,wera* s '-5-._. copseaot densaa ﬁ.r',” DAny .

ora.th.ioh,the enexy: ‘ysed for”- -alitomatic: weapons positions. Ths" tor'e’s't-:had»Eean;-prepa:e‘d“
with trenches for & successive: delaying agtion throughaut- the- woods. A -

The moraing of the 12th the 24 Battalion moved out abreast of the 3d Battalion
101st Infantry, with ¥ Company o £he ieft, G Company on the right and E Cozpaly in 78~
serve, making a "T" formatioan for the attack. (The 3d Battallon 101st Infantry men-
tioped a concentration of approximately a battalion of enexmy iz the tip of woods at
(180252). which they said was taken oars ot by thaa 24 Battalion 328th, IafantI¥s.. The
s2gth- Intantry: did Dot mention any aetion at thigs poimtd)e~ '

'n:e?.d 3attelion advenced a.pparent,ly, with little difficudty: until theyﬂ*eachod\

gt etEte gy

LR PP SR

the clearing in the woods et (205265), At*this poixt they *we;,affst;bjaq{:ad~i;toyiﬁ\i’ddém;
and heavy barrage of noftar‘rira which caused a number of casualties %o the vattalion,
rilled Kajor (senatus), acting. Battalion Commander, and wounded Colonel Jacobs, the
regimental commapder. Captain ‘Freedman, Battalion 5-3., took over the battaliozm.

Captain Caxzier was then made Bettalion S=3, -
5=
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' pad heavy casualties, including all the company officers., From that time the enemy

Ia the reentime the 3d Battalion of the 10lst came up on the mortd flapk, [ue vto the

O S | )

0

Tqe battaliop moved another 500 yards from this position and made a perimster de=

fergse for the night. By this ti.me com:imications with regimeat and with the 3d Battal- .
ion, 10lst Infantry, (whaich had been held up on the right rear) were dirficult. The E

battalion ‘waa’largely operating under its own control.

(NOT2®: During the deleying action in the Koecking woods the enamy mads use of a trick o
encountered in Kormandy righting. Observers concealed in the patches of fir were lett”
bekind with wire commnications to their artillery and mortar batteries. This account-
od for the sudden and accurate barrage of mortar and artillery fire which was ‘laid

on the 2d Battalion, 328th Infantry. The 2d Battalion caught on to the tn ck and made :

a special search to cut the wires.) *

During the night of 12-13th the battalion positions werse harassed by enermy artill-
ery fron the south and east. The men bad no blankets. About three inches of snow
fell. About 0600 the next morning Major Medbourn, CO of the 3d Battalion, came up to

take cammand, The battalioa. received some replacements. .

o w11 9I¥

At this time the 2d Battalion 328th Infantry had contact with the lst Battalion

R ST TR

10lst Infantry, which had coms up to outpest the south flank of the woods.
¥%hile- the 24 Battalion-was in this. é.rea, F Company moved to the edge of the wbods
to make an attack oan the ereny positiocns at St Medard from (178251). At the edge of"

=
the woods F Company came under heavy artillery fire from the goutheast, The company

Fa X AN Y Wb A #0450 391 WA Ik 8

;rtulery raked the southern edge of the Koecking woods and made positions tnere prac-
tically untena'ble. A ‘ '
On the 13th tﬁe 24 Battalion continusd its advance reaching a position just short
of the road junction at (213269); There it came on well prepared ensmy delayingvpc.\si-
tions (erescent shaped treaches, dug outa', AT & AW fire) guerding the lateral roaci 4,"»- =
through the woods. F Company, on the left of the line attempted to tura the'flank ot
the poaition;. The strong point of which is referred to above n; concentrate"d at the

rosd junction itself, In the attack F Compeny took heavy losses but was unsuccessiul,

-6-




Rl

s pmmeey g

. |
w i el C T

- T AT T TR IRV AT AR Y S B kAL Ao etk et thc it

R L

/::.E‘"-;..- gy et K XK

O 7

s A

broadening of the woods there was a gap between the 3d Battalion 10lst and 24 Battalion [ 3

328th.. During-the aftermoccn the lgtiBattalion, 328th, was brought {n to - fill the gap-.
THe 24 Ba,ttanonxsecued.'po'stuo‘n.s; £47 the night short.of’the enery delaying positionsy’
The* 14th of November 'was-an" 1npprtantf day. in thet history: ofithe 24, Bettalion,
Early-in: the! morning, Colonel Bmo:sacq_nerbacl\q to.rtake-over: comxand’ of! thesbattalion.
Captain Freedman was made executive officer. The attack jumped off with G Company-
passing through F Company on the left and B Cc:npaw (Lt Swife, comandins) on the right.
The 1st Battalion was to make a coordinated attack om the left of the road (Chemin des
Eafeurs). G Company was to be the guiding company of the 2d Battalion, and see that 1¢
kept 1ts. flank.om: the.main, roads.. |
As. the. battalion. .moved. gut, automatic. weapons. : opened . up on: the; lett: flank whieh
wounded: G compa.:w'azl,ieutenant anﬁ"hiswa.cting; st/‘Sgﬁ. Thes auton&tic weaponsp position.«
mngez_.:mnsand\therbatf.ai.tionuconti.medw tor movesr Af. -tlie road:junction’ G Company losth
direction-and: moved.alongs. thevsouthemmroad» toethe southeast. 'I’he,kadvance continued
ip this direction, still receiving #1lapking fire, until 1t vraached the* road- junstion a¥
{217268) waich indicated the loss of direction. Colonel Bayors with the comnand
group came up to,‘ rectify ,t‘!_:e matter ‘but was pinned down .by an sutomatic weapons »position
at close range .ror approzmt':ely an hour and a half.

During this time the battalion continued the attack southeast across the road
whichrintersects at road junction. (217258) where they meti uother enenry’ position.
THerse was' a sharp fire fight during which & Cmpaw *eceived considercble casualties
before’ the po_sition was knocked outs At this time.Captain:Swift of,Z Company end.
Captain Carrier were commanding ths:movemsnt of thesbattalicn and sent. out reconnaiss
assence to see how they could get back to positions on the r:_l.ght of the maip road.

It was' decided to give the pattalion a complete left flenk movement which brougat
it beck to the m2in road at the 22 grid line (see zap)., This mede a pocket of epeny
behind the bSattelicd. At £irst this was nob nown. A rinner was sent back to get

S =R
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coptact with the battalion command group but no word was received from him. A secornd
rupner was sent out and returned {rmediately saying that there were Gerzans in the
woods to the ree.r. A patrol was formed to work baekwa_rds and word was passed %o B
CO...pe.n.y to.work up on the rear of" the pocket. After 2 ghort firs fight en enemy battale= V
ion steff, totalling forty-seven men, were captured from this pocket. During the fire
fight in the pocket the battalion.:eceived‘ ?en'casualtiee.'

The battalion’command group had been pinped down 'by’ f4ire from. the epemy: position.
to the left of the road junction (213269) which bad not ye;: been cleared by the 1st¢
Bettalion. Major Carrier said thet the lst Battelion attacked with C Company o its
right dut C Company had lost direction amd by-passed this position. A Company was
brought up o asseult this epemy position but was unsuccessful after Captain Royce,

the A Company ccmmander, was xilled. Eventually ths 2d battalion command group wes

able to withdraw and Colopel Byors went back to get a platoon of tapks from the 76lst

Ta.nl: Battalion, breugh.t them up along the road, and knocked out the enemy positien, at

the road junction.. Still the battalion comand group was out of contact with companies

of ths battallion. ‘ o e :

During the afternoocn the lgt Battalion came up velon'g the road to the lert, abreast
of the 24, and together the lst and 24 Battaliona advanced to the objective of the day
* meross the laternl road through the woods. Action was completed at 1700,
Captain Carrier made his way back to the battalion command group and was told
1.57 Colonel Byors to take comand of the troops of the battalion for the night.
On the 15th the 2d Battalion held up in its positions. Comrmunications were es=:

tablished to the reer and the wounded of the battle of the 14th were evacuatad. ‘At

3

this sexe tims 2 large number of cases of trench foot and exposure turned up since this ' M

was the firat letdown 1n-§;u><)1we continuous attacking apd movement since the Jjump oft. ‘

]
N7

The battalion bad abo ¢ 500 non-battle caguslties which were evacuated at this tize end
replacexments were hro:;\b-a?{ 4t this tims F Compary received an entire new officer

-8-
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gtaff. On the L5th.the 1st Battalion 328th Inofantry continued the attack to clear the
rest of the-Edeckiiig,woods. puring the. day. themsgro tamk: outfit, 76lstiTank Battalion,
came up the J.a.tera.i road, turned south, and in doing so laid fire on thke positions wh.ere
the.2d, Eattalion was’ assembled. , The. 34 Battalionyof the 328th -was -committed with thes

1st Battalion to work through the rest of the woods. This action continied until the

18th,and on the 19th the 34 Battalion swung back to positions southeast of the 2d Battale

jon assembly area to attack along with the S5lst Armored Infantry Battalion, 4th Armored
Division, to Disuze. The 24 Battalion from its positions assisted th.is(axtal.ck by fire
but, was: oot committed.

'rhaws&aattal:.on. Za‘th:;lﬁta.ntty*. eritarediDieuze. (25824 )« on:HovmboméOthwﬂb; they
24 Battalion:maintained-its- positionmnorthwinathe odB.- Ok, therfollowidg: “norning. the-
24 Battalion. entrucked &d.moved .Ut oL the: K5écking: woods toward: Porcheville (3534),

sdeveral milaés to. the*northeast. The. intervening area had been cleared.by thes 101st.

“apd. 104th Infentry Regimenta. The:3d Battalion, l0lst. Infantry; had taken Tozcheville;
where the 24 Battalion 328th Inrantry’ relieved it as part of a battalion-by-battalion
relief of the 10].81: Infantry by the a28th., The lst Battalion moved into position at
Lohr (3632). The 3d, in regimental Teservs, wms located in the vicimity of the regic
mental CP at Guin.zeling (3431).

The objective foT the-2d Battalion for 22 November was lunsier (3935;), located

ebout 25 miles-~to the east on the: other: gide-of the-.in interyvening: Albestroff’ ‘Forest. The- .

attack orcie,r -pequired clearing only that part of the woods: east and gouth .of Tcgchee
ville, after which the battalion would move directly on lunster. A plhtoon;of tankss
was to support the attack, moving elong the Torcheville - Vunster roed, which runs

elzost due east through the forest. The attack jumped off at 0900 with G Company on
the left of the road, £ Compeany on the right end F company moving in reserve. ™he

“eapons Cszpany was pc..cel.led out to the rifle compenies. The {pitial advazce %o the
wo'ods'm,:ade in a coluza of £iles, keeping in defilade.- Thexzerning was -cold; CGEmp
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ani isty. The men proceedad through the woods witkout incident end reorganized -on the g:-

far side fér the. noéenent on Munster. The tanks continued elong the road and tﬁeir

f£i1ring secured.a d.:Lrect'm.t on the church steeple in town. The platoons were di‘spersed

in. a.lins-of skirmishers., Just bvafore:E. Company. got into town, it was pinped down by ¢

s::e,.l.l-ams #ire from about tweniy men, but G COmpa.ny soon had a squad in Kunster that.

quickly rounded up the civilians, F Company followed G Company ani the town was

cleered., This action repoved the pressure on Company G waick now mqved into the towne.

2= exd SC== shells wers Iow being fired directly into town from the woods to the

porth and from the higher ground to ths portheast in the area around Givrecourt (4036).

Consideratls fire: also started coming in. A perimeter defense was set. up, the battal=~

ton CP established iz town, and the: battalion remaiped here for the rest of ths day . \

iod the, pight of 22-23 November. - The opposition to G Compaxy Bad came frem a pertial.

na.nk position on. their iett- across. a stream which runs porth of Munster, and ca break--

ing off the fire the enemy had. reti.ro\d to the woods north of the town. Both amall arms :

and arsillery fire inersased in intensity during the afternoon. The bridges around the
 ¢town had been blown, satting the maiil.. route from Munster to Givrecourt (4036}, whicﬁ.
_was 'the battalion's objective: for the next day. The small arms fire coming fran the

tip of the Albestroff forest yhich ren down just north of town indicated tha® the enemy
) nisht slect to make & gtand in thﬁ.a part of the woods to prevent its use in a movement

northeast W0 Givrscourt.

Under mertar and artillery fire Enginsers went to work repairing tte bridge _
(393357) to@en the road to Ginedéuft’ on the morning of the 23d. Meanwhile F a.nd G

Céompanies poved back along the porthwest road toward Albestroff (3537) before ‘daylight

T R R NN

and followed the 34 Battalion acrosa the bridge at (373365) to enter the northera
gsction of the Albestrofl Forest. Ths plen was foT the 34 Battalion to cleer tae
z::t:er:i »alf of this part of the woods while the 24 Battalien took cere of the section
{zmediately morthk of Mznster. Ths 24 Battallon was then to move down on Givrecoust frox=
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the northwest. Rocket firs was received as the battelion moved acrcss the Rose Creek
but the woods in the 23 Battalion zons was cleared at the cost of few casualties. Z

Compery then moved out of. the forsst to outpost the high ground northwest ¢f Givrecourt

- while, G.Compary entered the.town, Enemy- infantry resistancepcontinued. sligkt.. The

Bigineers had sétien their bridge m and E Company came up during the day along the
road from Muaxter to, entertGivrecourt {alao..

At 1900:a patrol was sent rrom. G Cmnpeny to reconmoiter Honskirch (4238), waich
was on high ground to the northeast oa the far side of a stream., The patrol reached
the viecinity of the town about 2100 and discoversd that the town was protected by nsAw
wire e;;placqmants. These wers laid in box sections running back seversl deep. Germen
out,pqsfc;. were. éegp;f s;lh‘o‘u.?zt,e;l;,aa@ei,ngt: the, skyline. A.continucus. lins of entrenchments
n‘sr—observed mnni.nai arcund‘ the townv alongbthe‘ ridge, '.men\ it ‘was-seen, ,th;afft—tg‘eg-"ggg;g*

wah, being-strongly held tne~patra]..,ceaaed»attemptmgsto'penetrategthe box-barriers-apd:

Feturned. This in:bmtioni&',s'—repor.tedz about: 2400 and: passed: dn=to higher-Headquarters: .

The: 24tk was: spent. condglidating positions: dnd’ -plasELng: £65; the attdck on:Hons<"
kirch, During, the-day: it. was: léarped: that the-lst Battalion:-was to move through- the- 2d

Battalion to make the attack on Honskirch, while the 3d Battalion would move against

Vittersbourg (4039), ﬁorthwest.of Homskirch. - The 25th found the lst Battalion attacking

Eonskirch where ‘the defenses of the town and its commanding location. :eghlted in heavy

cacsualties to the battalion without its being able to enter the town, Meanwhile the 3da

Battalion bad. enterod Vittersbourg without mich opposition. The. next day the lst .Battaks

1on=resu...ed 1ta;,attack against heavy rosijtdnce,. 'J(‘heu' tirs~was’ supported by - th.e 24"

Battalion.« Arsor- wasiused:.during *the: attack. but” eriemy:. rireuprotected* thei. minefields

and it was .not’ posszble.ato clear-the minafie].ds:whi.ch were Jhelding up- tne» tan.zs* Onj

the afterncon of the 26th (this date repeated as morn.ing» 27 November in 328tk Infantry

Regirent's {nterview) the 24 Battalion replaced the lst Eattalion and a platoon from

G Compery n-xoved into Eoaskirch, which was found by then to be unoccuried. G Compery
«ll~
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~end a platooa fren ¥ Cozpany then enta*ed and outposted the towR.

The 24 Battalion was relieve

to Torcheville (3834).

on the followig day tke 24

this. time the 3d Battalion was on its left at Bissert

d by the 1st Battalion on 28 November and moved back

'I‘he reaistance wast of. the sa.a.r River had collapsed by now end

Battallon moved east to occupy Harskirchen (4537). At

(4738) and the lst Battalion was

at Einsingen (4539). These positions were maintained during the 10lst Infantry attack

on Saare-Union which too

on Saere-Ucion a force from the 24 Battalion guarded the approac

(5137) to Harskirchen.
At 0100 December 5t
(5236), then porth throu

Union road.. Ia the dayl

Schopperton (4938) while

moved porth through. the

x place in the first days of December. Prior to the attack

h the 24 Battalion moved gsouth to cross the

h from Villeneuve

Saar at Sarrewerden

gh.Saare-Unioz, where G compa.ny cut the Schopperton - Saare--

ight F Company moved along the railroad tracks and entered

G Company mvad up.on its left flank, F &
woods above the ¢

(4941) followed by the rest of the battalion. The 1st Battalion

en the west side of the Saar during this time apd B COmpan.y went on

perminzen (5544) and crossed the Eichel River.

ciea:ing Kalbausen (5747

(5748). The 24 Battalion reached Kalhause

the Eichel River to clear Butting (5547). E Company moved then t

" to find part of the 1st Battalion also in the area.

), Btting (5948) and was in the vicinity of

(5649) while the 3d Battalion worked om its right flepk clearing the

pecesber 8th, while the 104th Infantry wes tgking Achen (

G Companies thezn

own and by 1500 G Company was in Keskastel

had been movirng north -

to Sarrable (4844)

Ths following day the 24 Battalion moved with the regiment to the vicinity of

The 104th Infantry was m.oving ahaad

the Grand Bois

n by dark and on the 7th moved west toward

o take Weidesheim

Grand .‘ois. On

5949), the 2d Battalion cleared

Weidasheiz, December °th the 24 Battalion moved by foot through Ackexn, viesviller

(‘7‘3) to Woelfing (5934

Dece:ber 104k the 2

Je

d Sattalion ettacked nmortheast into the Blie

=12~

s=Brucken Foresti
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with the Id Ba.tta.lion on its jeft, EHere both Battalions ren into neevy oppositiozm, A \

peetinz both en&xy tank and infentTy fire., The fii;htina went on in the woods all day

, but late in the afiermood the 23 Battalion was forced to pull back souttwest of the é
=b fopest. The: next deysat noom, Ei& F. Cozpanies resumed the attack pusning vack into the
& ' wood8e.
i
; Tﬁe",gzc;\.sa.a‘qiaﬂ.j.on was, rrelieved\at. 71900 by\eleneats,of” .,'ch‘e,jf .87th.rDivision;; whbo: teok- )
over, r-infgh;ag;the»clae:xgg\ot,' _Q;,woq,ds?,' I,t“was ¢rwkémbyﬁtne 2d,«3&tta1.1on.»,that‘
¥ it was en unfortunate spot to initiate the g7th into battle, especially as they appeared
to be short essential equipment, ipeluding radios, bazookas, and BARS. The 24 Battalion :
: ) , geve them an SCR 300 end sade bazookes and withdrew from the gector. The tattalion of -
B the 87th Diviéion was not recalled, but this was pert of the relief of the 328th Infan= :
Ly try by’ the; 347th: Infantry; 87tk pivision, which: wasscompleted by 12 December.. : A -
.
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goth. Div attacked to expand its MOSELIZ RIVER bridgehead. This period was without

s ey, e mmm e e

%D I, 328 DF REGT, 26 DIV L el
i e - . T ~
PFEIOD: © NOVEKEEZR = 12 Decezber 1944 , \\)\};,) R N
ACTION: LOBRAINE CAMPAIGN R » S
SRS - \
SOURCE: CAPT. ZINGDON W SWADNE, 34 Bn S=3. P S BV S
e \".‘.‘._."“\\ - ,
PLACE AND DATE OF INTERVIEW: DUB, CZECEOSLOVAKIA - 17 JOIE 1845 <% iV *\\\9/,
INTESVIEER: 24 LT CEARLES KING HOWARD - (j
uPS:  1:50,000 TITLE . SEETNO s GS
CHATRAU-SALIKS 35=l4 4471
PARROY 35415 4471
\ | SARSEGULMINES 36=13 4471
: SAARE=UNION 36=ld 4431
BITCHE 37-13 4471

Capt Swaeyme was with the 3d Ba for the period of this cempaiga. E° appearsd to
have a good grasp of ths Ent's action and referred to & upit history during the inter-
view., Observations. regarding adjacent units and the general gituation as it appear~
ed to Capt Swayne pave- been. fully set forth as it i3 believed they are of value,
when taken with other {igterviews, in clarifying the picture of the 26th . Dive During
"this campaign the 3d Bz was: frequently in reserve..

PFRTOD PRICR T0 8 NOVEMEER: = The 3& Bn, 328th Inf Regt, moved on October 13th fram
' :::hpositions in the POET~A~MOUSSON (7735) area by motor to the vicinity of ARRACOURT
(1114). The Bn was to Telieve the 166 Exgr C Bn the following dey im the HEZANGE LA
m Forest, occupying 2 sector running along the eastern edge of the forest from
tne SETLLE RIVIR southeast to the road et (030191). The 34 & moved into its positions
the 15th of Octob_er and found them to be: ax improvement over those which they had
recently left, This shift was a part of the prelief of the 4th Armd Div by ths 26th

Inf DAve |
The Bn's initial combat experience had started October Sti around PONT-A=KOUSSON,

where the Regt was attached to the 80tk Div. Hore it held static positions while the

perticular {pcident, except for ths ‘contimous rains, which the BEn was to enpdur= 7
the coﬁing two months, Axrtillery rire was received and the first casualtles were the

result of a direct bit on an KG explacexmente Dugouts: screped out by v*pulldozers" pro=

vided shelter, Tus nights were veIy dark and men got lost trying to locete their own
. -l =
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pozitions.
In the new positions cn the edge of the EEZANGE Forest the men cpuld move

rai:.'ly. freely without: fear of enamy observation f£rom across :the SEILLE RIVZR.

Germans: wers: observed-at VIC-SURSSELIIR (112 1) and enemjr patrols crossed the

SmI.I.‘B at/ cight” bu,t wereiu.nable to,peneu-atei tHevforestd. 'rha‘v flat’ open’“ground

by e

between; the-forestiand:-the river! prevanted amr\'move:nent, during the deye, The BB

' : remained in positicn in the ESZANGE #OODS until October 20th, when it was relisved
‘ by the 2d BEm, 328th Izf,

The 3d En was now pleced in division reserve and alerted to assist the 104tk
Int in attacking EEZANGE-1a=PITITE (1715) end MONCOURT (1913), The En was ot used
! fozr- this; purpose: and. on: October: 24th 1% was. attached: tor the 104th Inf- and: relieved the~
! lat, Bn; 104th,, in. their. positiona’in: the, vicinity: of {MONCOURT? The. positions. wers
located: in thg;woods: (1813~ southwWeat” of: the,towns. m,,wrﬂ%r‘lmgfm*mmﬂw*eesg:
R . ofythevwooda;to:the moses ot foteﬂ&&whiépuprdtrﬁdbéx at. (184137) ,. then: southeastsaczosss

the:road at: (185134) to.the.edge of' the. woods. s that:localitys. “Thgwfronts wis»80%

— amall that positions wers tenable for only two ‘gémpanies ‘en a.n ezpramsly conﬁn‘e“d
front which thus ran about half way through the woods. ru:d conmpany was kept in

regerve- u:zlediately south.weat of the foreste. 'l’he Ba CP was located 13 & npothole® at

———r

(172132) which was 15 feet deep, about 20 feet across and 40 foet longe The CP

o g p——

. tent was placed in ttis depression and the command installations were dug into the

gide of ‘the bank. When ther3d En qu'ved m‘,- the woods. offered good concealment’ but,

the "leaves. started falling ‘from the-trees exposing;the locations-to- tHe-enemy even '
as, ra‘i?be,ck as the:CP; The enew controllsd the highest ground ia the svicini;fc;*. in.tke’
POIS ds-la CROIX (2112), From a corner (211124) of this woods ra~German, CB~had commandé
ing dbservation. German artillery was located during this period east of the BOIS de
1a CROIX but was not used to shell the 34 En positions syste:natica.lly except in case
of unususl activity., Mortar rire fell in the erea fairly regularly. An ezemy aTt=

i illery observer;a zap which was captured later showed how completely the Ea area was
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covered from the 02 in the CROIX woods. Several paths were dug at least 5 feet deep
end 20 to 30 feet long fro= the CP in order to madk the eantrance of personnel,

The 3d Bn remained in ths MONCOURT WOODS fram October 24th to November Sthe-
During this tims ngm- than ons man mysteriously disappeared without leaving any clue
as to his fate.  An I Co Sgt named Sneesby was. summoned from the front.lines-one.
evening: to the CP a half hour before dark, He:-started back through the woods end was
never seea again. Ths following day the woods were scoured carefully without success,
Apother Sgt disappeared after visiting a contact point in mach the same fashion,

It was barely p'ossiblo that ﬁhe Germans wers slipping through the lines but that they
could feturn thrm this congested area ﬁth prisoners seemed unlikely., The woods and

high ground in the area was tunnelled to 2 considerable degree, Several of these

openings werse closed up by the infantry after inspectioz.

In ths line ome: platoon rrcn the right flank: company maintained positions on the
" right side of the road which cuts through the:woods at (185134)s Visual contact and
f£ire controlled the opon area south of the woods during the day., At night patrols
zaintained contact with the 2d Cav Gp on the: right flank of the Division.

It was soon realized that the German positions in the eastern half of the woods

were heavily fortified. Tremeandous dug-outs. of heavy log construction and earth-coversd

strong-points were notaed. Two of theae stradd.le@ the RT at (187135), beiz;g located |
fust west of the RY. Another was located south of the RJ in the woods and a fourth was
{n the cormer (211124) of the CROIX woods, Until the Germans had been driven out of
ths westerz half of the MONCOURT Woods by the limited attack of the 104th Inf about
October 224, they had controlled the entire patch of woods and it was evident that
they knew every inch of the gbund andall thefails through the area, It was believed
that their positions were improved World Wer 1 locations., Most of the 3d R positiona
were between two lines of fortifications. The right flank Co CP wes in an old Jorld

l’ar I'concra'ce and log pillbox., Generally the men dug two-zen foxzholes axd covercd the

tops with logs a.nc'. earth to guard againat tree-bursis. The better ones had two
. e 8. .
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E=twee openings cz# of which was utilized as a firing aperture. One or the foxe
Boles was covered with the turret of e; wrecked tanik, which may bave caused tis.
Germans.same anxiety,. The enemy positions were;located in many pleces as close as
750662100 yards frof: the«34. Bntas £éxsholes,

Dis to the prozimity of the Germans and- their knowledge of -the terrainy it was.
necegsary, to cut nei_‘"traﬂ‘s‘x for supply: and commiinieationsto avoid. the.mortar-fire:
which 611 on the established routes, During the entire time that the 3d Hu was iz
these woods, they expected to attack in en atiexpt to clear the remainder of the
forest, but wers never ordered to do s0e At night the Germans would sneek up to .ths
infentry positicns end throw grenmades and do-a great deal of smzll arms rir}ing,

80 the-usual sy;at;q‘g' of remaining quiet: and sitting at night was abandoned. f;vcr.l & system

of¥firingand’ "raising thell® toidiscourdgerthes eneiy:s Déspites the:kiowlodgs: that:

, ‘di‘s'ég;i‘g;.stz‘mctﬂe‘d;ndm:rmxaumgfthe'—.m; ,thé:diEgingwassdonseduringrthis tines:

Latein' the peridd a déétion.of. heavy MGa.was .8%.up; in. the rear. cfi the. woods? tos
place "interdictory" fire on. the’ town:of MONCOURT, which: wu.s termed "strictly’a map.
problsn" . TOT obsemtion;..ﬁs‘. out of the:question., It was- beginning tb be: suspectad. '
that the ensmy were occupying theu; ipoaitions lightlj during the day and werse only
manning them in force at night, when they would do their best to aamoy the 3d En.
Paey patTol scares at the Bn CP occurred practically every nighte *

on November 5th the 3d Bn was Telieved by the 24 En, 328th Inf, and withdrawn as

Division ressrve to the vicinity of (153122), It did notiparticipate in the initial .

*
s

The details regarding.the Zd En's occupation of. ther XONCOURT WOODS AND the aituatioen:
which it encountered:thers-bas been: set forth to; explain the difficulties ‘which*suc=-
cesaive bns met in these woods for a period of almost a,month. The losses. which the
84 Bn suffersd:hers:are perhaps the explanation f6r the:fact that theBEd .was, placed’
in reserve during a considerable part of the offensive which started’ 8 Névember, The *
tactical importance of the Tank Co which was to assist in breaking the stalesmate in
this sector ocn 8 Nov is also pointed up, it is believed, and the failure of the tanks
to get in position on 8 Nov may account for the confused and inconclusive results which

were obtained that day,.
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attack of NO‘V&E;‘.)Q].‘ gth but.kmew that the 1st and 2d Eus of the 328th Inf had the ob=
jectives of. EEZANGE-12=FPETITE (1715) and MONCOURT (1913)e The objectives were taken
with heavy cesualties in the case of the latter objective. The 24 Cav Gp was never
ngprugs” as the gro.u.nd wasd tgo soggy and the vehicles were ngitting duck” ta;geta
when moving.along. the two roads which le4d from the initial objectivea' to LEZEY (1817)
apd LEY (2015)e The Cavalry thprefore held up and screened i front of BEZANGEI-la=
PETITE and MONCOURT.

on Novezber 9th the developing Division gituation resulted in the right flank
of the Division, DOW held by the lblst Int, b ecomins very extended due to tbe north-
east prog.-ess of the 10lst. On the evening of November 8th the 328th In.z"s line Bus
had been relieved ty-the. 24 Cav Gp. On the 9th the- 34 En was thererore moved up %o
ra;.ievo“a. Bn of the 101at:and. gereen the. right f£lank of the Division. The- front line
at this time Tanm, for: the-E, along & 5000 yard front from MOYENVIC (1320) soutkbeest
along the treil extending from the RT at (143197) across the POSSE and SATLOY streanms
to the RJ at (153181). Z¥rom here the- line contimied tn the samé genéral direction
just east ot TANEEY (149171) toward EEZANGE~1a=FETITE where contact was made with the
24 Cav Gpe 'L'ha 3d Bn CP was. established at JUVRECOURT {1316) during this time, about
November 12th the gector from BY 206 (139199) gouth was turned over ¢th the. cavalxy,
spreading thea wyery thin® and ﬁh.e 34 Bn was ‘agsembled in Division regerve north of
YIC-SUR-SETLLE (1121) iz the vicinity of (115227).

November l4th the 34 Bn, still in regerve, moved to the vicinity or m.?om (1526)
where the biviaion C2 was locateds During this time the men always dug slit trenchg;s
and were ready o gove on short potice., 15 trucks Yere"stand.in.g by in the event t..at

-

1t was decided to commit the Ie
The following dey the 34 Bn was returned to the 328th Inf. Due to & confusida

{n orders the Regizent expected the x4 Bn to take positions in the center se_ction

of the EKOSCEING Woods but the Division orders wers %o orgenize positions 5 the
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gy d1ong: tEenorthesst gdge- Of; the® forest as. far-gouth: as’ the

S 4
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......

W"‘“ portheast of HUISSE preparatory to attacking through the northerz

pert{of‘theumczm ﬁOODS. Early in. the morning; rof Nov 15tk request for artillery:

preparation: on{the: woods: east: o:;.m.-,sx wag Mdﬁo-— The supporting Fi Bo demanded &

gggmntee {that’; there~wers. 'no‘—r'ria’ndl’r* trb'ops;, Ln.*fthis;areﬁ vepre’ fi:ﬁ:suthe\.mission.

m:twazi not-given and~ ths Atroops movde ahead” withouf.\ mil;’éryggsgpport“ ‘to* £ind thate

en Epzr Co of the 4th Armd Div had been sitting in shese woods for two deys. The

34 Pn moved into the woods at 0900 and by the ead of the day had walked through ths

woods known as. the BOIS de K=RFLBECES to the eastarn 1imit of the foreste

ok up positions around the EKUTZELING FARS "(255312). The 34 Bo line

gector of the

One company to
.medn: road which. comes-

out: of’ the forest-at (253300). The- 18t. and' 24 Ens. of the:328th. wers still.west. of!

theso positiou in th.o\ southem partyof; the’ woodss.

The next’ day~ a“reurorced combat: patrol mnmvendr goutheast- to*occupyj'thﬁa

regimental . objective-in- %he- southeastern .edge’ of: the: K.QECKENG‘JOREST Theanﬂanvwasa

now on & line extending from. the mmm‘- FARMS' sout,h to. (258285). No* oppositicn’

was encountered this day &nd the 34 Bn met the 1lst Bn at RT (245291 ).

Oon November 17th. the 1018t Int passed through the 34 Eo positions in prepa'ration

for attacking BOURGALTROFT (2830) end EELELIG (2729) and the 34 Ba was relieved

érofi 1ts line mission. 0 the 18th at 1200 the BB wag Laformed that it was to take

DIEUZEL(2524) o3 order-by 1600e At this wwche Ba wu,s.n an aseenbm aree: in the

portheast part of the-woods.. A poatponmnt‘waa effected: until the followingday.

The plans ‘devised called. for & dawn attack fraf an LD .alongithe,- southerm-edée\eof‘*-the,a?

pOIS de: GUENSTROFF (2327). " The initisl.objective tor K cogwas,mmi“‘ (2525), -7 2

1 Co GUENESTRCET (2425). Artillery poeparation was 1aid on
727) southeast t oward DIEUZE. It was planned that after K Co took its

the ridge runcing from

VERGAVILLE (2

objective that it would elipb the ridge, after cro3sing the atreanm which runs south

of m:?.—SI'ROFF , axd assault DIECZE from the east frollowirg the slopig ridge dowd &
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to the town. Morters erd M3 of the lst Bn end mortars fred the 2d Bn were attached
for supposte

The;attacnns-companiea noved out at dewn on the 19th, erossing the open ground

to their initial objectives without difficultye. K -Co entered GUEBESTROFF without

I S

platoon of the76lst (Negro) Tk En was with K Co at this time,

/punication burdea on foot messengers. The ground

f£iring a shote 1 Co did not encounter azw dirficulty either, vut aocon K.Co discbvered

that the bridge-at (256260) ,. south of the: town, had been blown. I Co also moved into

KERPRICH-1e8=-EREUZE. (2325), & town just southwest of GUENESTROFF. Theae towns were

under control by 0800. I Co was now ordered to bold up while K Co scaled the ridge

to the south and then the twe companies would make & coordinated attack on DIEUZE.

K Co started moving out of GUEBESTROFF to cross the wide but shallow stream

gouth of the towm. At this time machine guns and depressed 37&m. flak guns opened up

along the: ridge from the house at (260257}, to P

jcularly intense fire was. coming frem the RJ at (26025'7), which was the intersection

of the GUREESTROFT Road with the onse- runnins from VERGAVILLE to DIZUZE. Part of a

but sincs the vridge

was out below mrsmon they would be upable to support the attack should it move

across the. atread. pifficulty was sncountered in getting +hs tankers to maintain

their poeitions and support from that source was abandoned. Smoke was cille_d tor |

from the artillery to cover the ridge but either beceause of cm.micaéion trouble or

its unabambuity this protection was ‘not fortheoming. E Co was meanwhile suffering

a number ol casualties without succeeding in crossing the gtreem, Heavy mortar fire

was: coming in and both the K Co radio and the FOts radio went out, putting the cocn=

{n this area was ertremely soft and .

muddy. The lapd is low and the - several sireams in the area had been. flooded due %o

the contipuous rains. Ploughed fields outside the towd cade the walking even nore

difricult. From their cocmanding ground the enexy were able to pin down X Cd

throughout the dey, Iven the messengers were spiped at by morters wolch +racked

then acz‘-oss the muddy ground.
* - 7 -

ositions just west of VERGAVILLE. Part=-
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About 1600 the Ea C=ir, Lt Col Tillsen, received word that the 5lst Armd Iaf

Bn was attached to the 34 En and was prepered to support the attack on DIZUZE that

day, It.was also learned that the 5lst was with its vebicles. in the vicinity of

WUISSE, .whichsnmean}: that: 1r1:vwould. be darkibefore-tiey could:move Up to.attack

positions. It was then planned to resume the attack the following day with this

edditional suqurt'. Another factor:;also entered” ythe: pictuxe), ‘making it desirable to

postpons further attack for the day. The little stream aocuth of GUEB..ST?OH "WAS

getting wider throughout the day. It appeared that {t wag being backed by‘ a daming

operation in the vieinity of DIEUZE, thus making it almost {mpossible to cross the

streen as K Co had originally planned.

Zlaborate plans were made tor attaekins nmrzs the tollowingrdn.y. The tanks

and»Iocg ware-taos mnnsouthabothaalonga ths>

gmund Just east. of,this,road...

of; thisrroad,- koeping_ita‘lett £Yank dlong the. roads, L Colwds” to..replace*K.Co,

which was. put’ invreserve; and. was to work:dirsctly toward. the- factory- section. of”

DIEUZS on. the- northeast side: of town, witbout attempting. to. scale the ridge rirsts

Fire powsr was to bs used to a maximum by all weapons, Interdictory fire was

placed on the town all night by’ the artillery end a heavy preparation was laid down

’ just prio: to the junp-o,ff.

All units started off on the 20th with tan.ks apd ine

fantry engaging in a marching fire demonstration. The town wes entered without

dirriculty as the Germans had- evacuated it during the night.
ThHes25th Cav. Sq; 4thrAmmd Div moved- int03DIEYZE-along, thesMULCEY: = DIEUZZ.-

road preparatory o leading the 4th'-tA;¢nd£.D17:moyenent\nn_rtheastéalong,the :DIECZE .=

MITTERSEEIM Roads 4 mjor:tra:tic problem: 800D .developed as all. tYe ;min bridges:

nad been blown in DIEUZE., The 3d Bn discovered a bridge at (254244) which had not

beea blown and which freed ths armor to move towerd VERGAVILLE. Although the

bridges’ iz the center of town wers out, the 3d Bn discovered a.nother bridge intact

at (258243); Thig bridse was set for demolition and the ckarges were removed, The
. - e -

o am———
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_aftermcon & heavy downpour began.

replacementa coming up about this. time..

-
L i
-r

The Z[ith Caev Sq was able to nofe ocut of DIEUZE during the dey put the zein elements
of thes4th Amd Div did not move through tho town toward MITTZRSEEDM until the
following day.
Eu‘lyin the afternoon of the 20th the 3d Ea withdrew from DIZUZE und extendad the
division's flanks by occupying: the towns of’ CCERESTROFF (2526), VERGAVILLE (2727),
and BEZDESTROFF (2930). K Co toock the last two pamed towns without opposition,
round ing up & nalf-dozen stragglers in each toWde This further {ndicated that the
's stand on tbe GUZELING (2929) - VERGAVILIE - DIEUZE line pad been broken erd

eneay

that the enemy was probdbably withdrawing to the SARRE RiveT. The 20th was disting=

uished by the. fact. that no rain o1l during most of the day, although in tbe late

~

'!h.e' average company strength in tle 34 Bn was now about 130 = 135 men with & fow

A npumber of replacemeats had been received

for the losses sustained Ln the NONCOURT WO0JS wherse sach Co had lost about 30 men

and several officerse. One particuler round in the MONCOURT Wodds pad accounted for

a Plat Ldr, an FO, en Ener officer and a Regt AT Co officer. One officer's grave

~was later discoveréd {n the section. of the woods held by the GermansSe

At 0800 on November 21st the 3d En moved by motor and foot to GUI.NZEZ.ING (3431),

where the CP for ths 10lst Inf was located, It was plenned that the 328th Inf would

move ¢hrcugh the 1018t Inf ar_.d occupy the towna of TORCEEVILIE (3534) and LOER (5632),
sady taken by the 10lst Iafe. mha 34 BEn was to be in Regtl Treserve. The nexs 1 2

3 Bn moved to mcmm where ita CP was established while the tpoops took up

positiocrs in the m.m whieh was in the: southwestern part of the ALEESTROFF Foreste.

on the 234 of November the 3d BEn moved north with the mission of clearing the

portherd half of the ALBESTROFT Forest - le MOFLWALD - while the 24 Bn took car® of

the sector of the forest south of & lize running pnortheast frea (374367). I and X

Cos moved into the wocds using the ALBESTROFZ = ENSTER Road «est of the blovn tridse

et (372365) as e 1D, Lo Ge==axd weregr:et {n the woods waich was systecaticelly

(i ia A8
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. ‘edemy’ butg: that ‘ths SPITZWALD was' cYexr-and:

of this forests Since: DISAING. was. by Dow-known to be clea:ed,

, nrmsmunu Road. whilo 1 and X Co

the spit of woods nortl
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clearsde

At this time, the, s6th Div boundary, was close to the left flenk of the 3¢ B

e.;";g;;-the’ lo&thglnf. Swas.being’ pinched’ outiby. the 3I5th«Dive Not-much.pvag}]mown of the

enerys Situation porth.end west of the 34 BEn vut frem: the Bn"s’-sta'ndpoint it wes

nscessary: ﬁoﬁf;zf:a;oi\ whether’ the! 3Sth} Div"pl.énqed. to take: R ING: (3539 andy msxmxcn (3740),

as these towns and the road.s east through. then were: neededf by:‘tﬁeﬂasm Diy"for"movea

ment farther sast. A FFC Hermad { Vaden was R& pade the BEnts Lo NCO aand dispatched on

this missione He made the aifficult trip to locate @ unit of the 35tk Div and con~

tacted a Regt co with whom ne exchanged "big pic,turea" and effected & coordination

vetween, the .movemerts. ‘of: the. unitse Soon afier Vadau. waa made & S/5&%e

During-tae; nigb.t“oﬁ’themzsd A«ccmbas»papml was-sent toO n'm"'asaomm(uas)”

BN

A

a. tom*northeasmrron “the: ALE:STROET' Foreat»om he,ﬁm aide“or afgthé forest caued

patTol - _peturned; witht ike Foport that the' town-was. occupied: by the:
a—lso the-pateh: o7 woods: 1lying: directly north

it was die,,g},gl‘gsi;-g?;

aend.&tanxsn'rmthe 761'n;hm5uaaultgunaﬂthl.00along the INSHING=

g would attack portheast. across country through

h of the SPI‘!Z'MLD The ¥wo forces were to mOVS on VITISRS=

BOTRG in 8 tightly coordinated opemtion. m oyeration. gtarted afier daylight on the

rs. noved int'o'VI'rrERSBDURGhabcut 0930 to find tbat the Germans:
sward\ HONSKIRCH. (4538) o~ |

241:21 and. the e.ttacke

pad evacuated the’ town» a:'m:,snour;.«befﬁzesr withdrawingst

on tha*outan:ts'otsﬂmsmm@"a»road&lock,ror logs. with«:aycrater plown. in\ front

of i%'._held up the tankxs. The PO s=4 ceme up &b this time; with a-2pton truck;with,a

winch on it. Hith the aid of the winch the road block was dunped. into the crater

end the road was opened.

" after occupying tbe towh artillery came in witd aa 4ptensity ususual iz the

png exrperience. This skellins centizoued until HOLSZIRCE tell two days 1pter, Duricg

the wmmmtanks n_ov%d south along;the.rbadzmith?f pg:‘c‘?’ot;’the'ylgt Bdwnwha&%wrﬁgdr
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Fort WITTRING and fort GRAND EOIS, sgainst which taa 3@ H= was to meve on sec Btk

Cn the morning of the 8th, I and L Cos moved northeast th:ough. the woods, while K

Co swung to the west to emter tbe neck of woods rumning morthwest toward the town of .
WITTRING (57575 end the SARRE River. The. GRAND OIS is situated on & piece of sherply
rising ground with the forest forming a "V pinting northeast. 'Héll up into the rorésf
on the right, or mortheast side of this 'W", Fort GRAND 20IS was located, while Fort
“TTTRING was in tke left triangle on lower ground and mey have been located either in
the forest or in the open ground in the. vicinity of Y{5780)%.

As the campanies moved through the woods scattefed oppositioni ahd some MG fire

‘ot delwi.ngi nature was. encountered, I Co was pulled back inmserve as the. forces

split. asiis. to move separately toward the forts, with K Co moving egeinst Fort WITIRING

axd L Co continuiiz on dp ths hill foward Fort GRAND B)_IS.‘ Quite a number of Germans

were killed during this advance and a few were captured. Actually fewer _Gemans' were

" were. being encountered duringz this period than had been met by the previous day's

patrols., Before noon L Co was able to see its objective, a large fort facing east

with its rear wall, against which the attack was moving, rising some 35 feet above

the gound, Two- revolving cupolas for MGs could be seen on the top of the foTt.

.At least 6 firing slits and a large steel dooT bpig enough for a truck to drive through

were observed., The Fort was surrounded with an emazing tangle ot_wire. Ten complete
double-apron wire entanglemeuts ran around the Fort and residue wire appeared to have

/ Com

been.dumped in between the apr@l;’barriers. There was no road to be seen leadins. up.
o : :

to the building. The men of L Co were both startled-and gomewhat scaTed when 993’

-

~ looked at this building and its protection.

- <
gy VaOw,

*  he SAREZCUILINES Map {1:50000) was pot eveilable for this pert of the in Che mul
we ' g

sl
so accurate locations cennot be given, It was astablished tbat the 2 Forts (Lo
eelly supporting. A Dofense Overprint would be valuable in pinpointing the ';“ whe
cesc=ibed etove. A sketch was made fram memory by Lt Col Tillsoz, 3d Bo CoiTe Lo

described in deteil the actlon o2 E Co against Fort WITTRDNI. Capt Sweyd® "7 .. il
the Cos attacking Fort G2AND BOIS and described their ection end corroborm!'?

tails furnished by the B2 Cond>,
-1l -
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During the aftexxoon 1, Co set about attempting ‘o £ind a way through the wirs,

B

Szell erms fire was laid oﬁ. the apertures without much efiecte The fire would be :
returned just as soon 2s any glackening was poted by the eneye The woods had &
heavy. unde*growth in this/area and it-was: .possible to get witni.n~ 200 yards of the

Fort- withoutreraxlinge )Movement closer-than~that-was practically prohibitive; as> .
the. wireiwas. coversd, by, Mgs; £iring! 26" thei £6TEs. A TD was sbaked/up" theinill end put:
intsrar ftrimx_posftibn'. about 500 yards:fiomi the ~Foitse- 'rﬁeh'rem:‘m ghells bounced . ' X
% off the fort and cupala, which the gunner could s@e, without doing any demage othar .
than chipping the building, The attacking foree then pulled back and waited for dark.
After a recoanaissance, the night was spent trying to cut a path through the w:.re.
Bangzlore. torpedces were 1ot ava.j.lablo’ and it was lji.ght before the work had been ' 3
comipleted, 301t was, aseessdry to, mlls adk under: cover im’ ﬁﬁ?”eé"r”l%’i‘gi‘"ﬁ’iﬁgiiiri .
: Pécember 9the
E Co had menawhile. also been. busy. A. morning air strike of 4 planes. wﬁtlx oil
b@s@ z;.:g@‘.‘fﬁisged. both fortsa by a cqp.s;demblo distance’ and{ th.e! mminsﬂor Docenber :==,

8th wes-: snentwprobi.ns- througk the.forest. toward: ‘Fort- NITTRING. . waile~still, iz’ ths-

woods the men came upon & fagtory town where workem werse apparently exployed in an

'u.nder;'oun.d factory which was discovered dug into the aide of the hill. It was be-
lieved that the factory produced fiuid ror- jet-propeued planes. In the early after-=
poon the troopa moved through these buildinss which were not defended by the enemy.

. Séveral outpost piliboxes were taken with Geman troops aaep inside of them, More

than .once.during this operwl ozt ‘the poor quality of the Germn aoldiera“ guarding theser

- [P S L) s ket £

{pstallations wag remarked, Their appg.re'ﬁtr,beliefnm- the.impregnability of the forts
pade them feel that security outaide the forts was UDReCcesSarye By 1500 ‘Kz,Co was in°

pcait;on to observe Fort WITIRING, wkich ms;a‘seén to be a large fart su:ﬁﬁn&ed,oni

A iR gT T ¥R gt et

three sides by the factory dwellings. The fort was located on & bugh mou.nd about 20

feei h;ish azd was typically constructed with revolving cupolas ard firing slits.
-ll = '
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" vlow the Forte

- which was to be. pade during the night. S/Sgt Anthony F Pisano, who had-elready beez

pot kpows. Sbortly after 0530 2 derrific explosion was heerd, No orders were givez

. Usais llurary
N . .l FT BENWING GA
. y o ﬁf&@?mw OF THE
[V ?5‘3 ARMY

The TD which hed been sent up the hill against Fort GRAND BGIS was mow utiliz;ad
swam its positicn on. the kigh ground to the east to fire directly onm Fort «ITTRING.
This produced.couater fire from a 20mm gun in the WITTRING Fort but served no other
useful purpose, except to engage this gum. Petrols worked around the fort While.sx:.all
exms fire weas laid on the apertures of the Fort -to engage the enemy's attention. Duricg.
the- efternoon an. enlisted man, Sgt Uker, clinbed up on the mound of ta2 fort to within
two feet of a large dooZ, which was loceted between a corner steel firing turret and.
the flak gun position, and ettempted to hurl a grenade against the dooT. Ee threw the
grenade anc then was seen to fall, hit by X& fire, Most of th.é Co was located im ihe
factory buildings, some of which ware about 125 yar@s from the Fort. The FO with K
Co called. for artillery fire during the afterncon and 155mm ghells dropped on the fort-
{fication. without eflects An.other TD was brought up and fired 10 point-blank rounds
at a XG position in one of the turrets. w. hich only succeeded in chipping the ball turret.
Patrols during the: afternoon drew constant MG and flak f£ire but finally determined on
the likaliest place to approach aad blow the building. Just after this report bad been

made to the Ba Camdr, who was present with K Co, a Divisicn order was received to
A squad of ﬁnsrs and enother of K Co men was made up for tke assault effort,

on three petrols dt;ring the day, inmcluding ths final one meationed ebove, was wmt o
charge of the opexticn. At 0130 on December Sth, the assault group pmoved up to the

fort with 400 1bs of German dynpamite which had been taken rrc;m.a nearby bridse. This
was placed against the door of the Fort and exploded without blovd.na'the door. The only
result was %o drafv vigerous fire from the Grand Bois Fort. At 0400 the patrol returned .
and secured about 200 1bs of Composition 2C which was carried back to the fort.
During this sccond attempt the patrol was pot subjected to fire of amy king, but

whether this was beceusse the enery figured that 2 gsecond atienpt would not be made is

- ld -
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¢hen to enter ¢he Fort for it wes evident that the position had been peutralizede -
. B,

s/sgtl Pisano’ Jater .paceived the Siiver Star for. his work during these operations*,an,d

P

it .wes: m,&m;,cm}s* conviction a....’ter the night's work twav the success. of the under-

takins:was due»to»tnevteamwork of.thesassatly, force., - The* traming»nethods of teking

a;,szbiried*;position “with artillery). tanks). flame-i.hrowerw pad turned.out %o .be ;0of

1ittle valus, while BAR end amall arms fire to ksep the poaition buttened UP, prior

("‘ reconnaissance, apd then nguts and wnamite" had turned the trick.

Ab ‘d.aylight K Co picked up a German messen.éer with orders foT the men in the forts

to withdraw to the BELIESERICK Forest. Ee had apparently already delivered his message

40, FoTL. GF '-LJID - BOIS” and: was” on’ nis: way- to: For®: WITIRING when. captured. - From the cessation -
: §

of activity eround FORT GRAND. 301S. early. that,morning, it" wes’ ggg&‘rg.g.ngdif:tagfp this:
fors: was avecuated about 05005

‘S;i‘ic,e:gx;g'fti:g wasibeinsrdrawm £om ei‘cherﬂrort,ﬁx and* L.Cos:- skﬁt;’d-tﬁéi&

positions winswthemommse ot“December-eth rand,, the-:Sd Bo. reorga.nized ‘o the. roed
porth of the GRAND BOIS Forest. Botd forts were entered jater in the day by other:

elements of the regment. 'Imlm 22 Germns were found ngplattered aga.inst the

wells"™ as well as tha K, Co sgt who bad hurled the’ grepade’ against the do

Fort the previous arternoon.

There wers no Gemans ip the town of WITTRING (5750) so the 3d Bo made an approach

merch elong: ths. oad. towei ..._:b.__;". (22333) dur*.ng abich they drew 2 goattering

of small ares fires The towd of ,.'nsmm was entered where=six stragzlers were

picked: up snd one Italien who claimed.to have- baen {mpresscd into the German -ATEY e-

e e e TS £
.

He assisted ‘the guard in marching the prisonmers to the rear and .enforced discipline”

with a big stick which be applied whenever the perching did not suit bim. Wita the

assistozce of the 24 Bn +he oscupation of WOZLILING (5554) was also cozpleted witbout

incidenv.

Northeast of WOELFLING oped ground ertepds for less ghen two miles UP to the

o0 —————

pr TES-ERICGEES Foreste TBe sg Bn moved over this open ares turing the afLerRocR::
.15 -
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the sfterzoom. Just befors entericg the forest two ¥k IVs opened up on the

vettalion and MGs also started firing. At this time 4 TDs and 3 tanks which were

2N

supporting the 24 &, which was moving forwerd with the 3d Zn, came up ard the eneny

" broks off and withdrew into the foreste The Gerzans now began to shsll both WIESVILL‘.‘.R
o -.and WOELFLING heavibr, and it was believed that the German artillery had been displace
\j ing and getting inte position during the 328th Inf movement through these towns.

,At the end of the day th.e 3d Bn and the 2d B took up positions outposting the two

towns, with the 34 Ba on the left. Both Bns were mxing ‘preparations rer attack=

ing through the rorest the following mornirg.
The two-battaliocn a.ttaek jumped off on the morning of the 10tk across the open

greu.nd which was subject to enemy tagk fire. The 2d Bn was to make tbe pain effort

[

as the high ground e:tended into the forest frem WOILFLING just south of the road

running to the. edge of the woods. at (604549). The terrain in the vicinity of ths ;

woods dominated both towhde A. part of one company of the 24 En got up. to the woods :

‘ »bu.t. friendly tank suppoTt would not move up due to the exnsmy fire. However a tank

Ty .
duel developed at about. a 1000 yard rangs and one, and possibly moTe, ensmy tanks
was destroyeds A bouse and railroad station located ia the: edge of the forest at N
{:} (602552) were- also riddled. These buildings. along the railroad track appeared to be 7;

ths. center of German activity. No successful penstration of the BLIES-ERUCKEN Forest

was made during the dey but on the 11th the attack was resumed. S :

The Germans had already palled back out of the forsst to the high ground in the

woods to the north, which was Jocated on the German borders. This patch of woods is ;
j t

located jess than a 1000 yards west of OEZRGATLBACH (6257) on ground which rises !
e of the ELIES-ERUCKEN Forest. The *

s

steeply fTom a little stream on the northeast sid

EXUCKEN and reestablished contact with the enexy in i

-’

24 Bn moved tm'eugh the ELIES-
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their positions im the forest west of OEZRGAILRACH. In the afternoon en I Co patrol i

worked its way up the nill towasi the emexmy positicns and penetrated Germun soil foT
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the r‘!.rst time about 1515, thus giving the 3d Bn the privilege of claiming %o have

led the Division into Germanye ' L
on December/12 th 328th,Inf attacked with 3. Bns. abreast in an attempt to es=- ?

tablish ezirdotholdr in-Germany-and.tor seizesthethigh”ground and.forest west of’

OW. , Ther front wuB\.,tom natrovr‘ror R/ h.’etba‘ttaﬂ.ioxis,_tdwork-, and- 80. each’ Ea~

«©

‘furnished.acompany, for the push, . 'IQ,,Co,,; noving, alongrthe vyare, ridge on the. right'
. of A Co, wes caught by artillery and tank fire and lost almost an extire platoone
: C : Meenwhile A Co moved forward sufficiently to claim an established position inside
| ths bordez. During ths early hours of the evening the 3d Bn sent litierwbearers for=
ward to recover the woundede .Rifiemen wers sent along for protaction, After dartk .
Be’ gards’ reported: back that the:litter=téam .Bad "ivﬁia"’efe"d‘.‘o'r; afd  they wers: poaitivo’-
thgt- these men had been captixrod.:- About 2300 the: litterwteam: turned up, being as=
sisted by thres, Germans whom they had talked:into. surrenderinge.. ’ =
Before idaylight on! December lsth ths 34 B&Wnsf relisved by elaments, of-the: avth : *«;

D17 end. withdrew-fTem: the:liness. » . | |

' USAISLIBRARY -
- FT BENNING GA '
_QOPERTY OF Tﬂﬁ




