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APPENDIX "C"
OPERATIONS, 143rd INFANTRY REGIMENT
anuary 1944

At the begluning :xfsfaawy Regiment, in bivouac at
SAN ANGELO D' AL FE, 1T?,ia’f;fY. was tmﬁ%fgﬁiﬂ another series of training |
‘. ~ éaﬁigned to maintain the regiment in a constant state of readiness to retarn

t notlce 0 the  front Unss. ‘The most dif ‘; em tavol ',"‘v_"i‘:frac@ivmg,"" o

iment sy as " ',:"_-*,vfatiag to 956 ea“ aid
e@ Wﬂ’é ﬁlléﬁ Ming m mﬂw .ay"a §8 1 } v Z 1 1 s
s sod 90 _e:wm s conpezsd vith

mg Espec:saliy mfarmaa;e was the ; t‘hat many af these mma, Iag jast
arrived in a strange land and aasignad to a new argamzatim, were go quickly
 be carried iate ;me eaf the most bitter operations to be experienced by

Aat  across the RAPIDO RI’VER against the German

tﬂsmv Line.

The Gustav Line ran from the smthwest alg the GARJ LIANQ to the jaamwn
of ﬁae RAPIDO RIVER men mm%ag msv‘ f‘"_the west baak of the RAPIDO t

LE the Ix "-5 he had falian baf:k a:: is nne with tha in-
tention of holding at all cesr what was belteved to be the last major defensive line
before ROME. Before taking a crack at this line she mt wem: ﬂarwgb ama:h@r
"dry run" crossing on the VOLTURNO near SAN ANGE
out to be very successful and gave confidence ¢ unit Co! el ﬁgh here
were so many new men who had received but m}a training since laaviag ﬁw states
It may evan 33@ saiﬂ that the morale of the troops and cmﬁ&ace of the commanders

he regiment left SAN ANGELO D' ALIFE on 15 January 1944 and cwaed into
hivw&a in the vicinity of MT LUNGO ove mile north of MIGNANO by midnight, a
motor march of approximately 33 milaa Under cover ei' dnﬂmass on the night of
1‘? }aﬁuary the lst and 8rd Bantalione forw LUNG!
fr@aﬂin&p@a ns on the east bank ¢

m L try. on the left. The 2d tion

. h ¢ of 18 January from MT LUNGO to a reserve position in rear of

the 1st and 3ré Battal eas. West of the 1st Battalion's right flank on the west bank
the RAPIDO the town f SAN ANGELOQ appeared to be a formidable fortress,

BXpE ;ienaes we E;wé learned ahat the boche used buildings in



towns to an excellent advantage by running self-prope elled mounts througha
knocked out wall, the mount resting iaaiée the hutiéing and ﬁriag_":.». smal;
openings or the muzzle pmtrwnug slightly over a low wall. Antitank guns,
machine guns, and mortars were mpleyeﬁ similarly. Qur arﬂilsxy was not
oo effective against these positions

Sscribed by Colonel WILLIAN
ander, from Houston, Tma. wh@ was an actual eye
Jiete 'y Kﬁiﬁi f@mrt iﬁ %_wﬁs*—z

"The 143d Infantry }

two (2) points, night 20-21 Iamary, eimeai initial crossing .
‘crossing was preceded by heavy artlllary weyara:i@n sta: *‘,’.:}.,
fa ling West of river as far as 500 yar This fire was placed  on & <
be or ized as strong points, aﬁd w&s lﬁted f%m East to Westm z =
e schedu t included : rom 133d Field Artillery m. 132@3%@ :

} Ragimem ami me}va (,12) aﬁmr haijjjﬁ‘? lons from Divisis
~ in the areas on time schedule, bat in 3&!&3? 31 support «
Close in fires started at H m&nua 30 and lifted :
100 yard shifts on a prearranged time sezh_ dule dasigaad to k@@p armlery ﬂm
famn wiﬂ:ia 1:". to 200 yards of advancing troops at all times. Companies "B"
al Chemical Battalion were uged to tm::k@n the five of ‘he artllery, -

ermi&g pﬁ*m the RAP;,{ RIVER, carrying pneumatic reconnaissanc t
from the 19th Ei;ginaem to forward boat assembly areas. Eﬁgiﬁaexs aaaisted in
guiding the initial elements to the river crossing site. A heayy g hu wer m
river and vigibility wae nil. Intermittent armk-;ry and mor » was falling in
the vicinity, but no small arms fire at this time. The 3d Pla
led by Second Lieutenant RAYMOND NU NEZ, 0~17030001,
wag the ﬁmt s@ Cross ané ‘_aé‘medlawiy came undey small arms and mortar fire
Some of the rubber eci by mortar fragments am! small arms ﬂm,
A ught down to get the other two rifle platoons across under

By thizs 11 the rubber boats had been d/tyaé and the Eagmeat dav
mﬁs were h&eﬂy @lsm'gaﬂiwd aaﬂ dispamed. Germa llery and r r fire

was falling on and near the ¢rossing site, and mere had haen rather
~ in Companies "C" and "B". No report from Company “C" on |
river, but heavy small ayma five was heard from ma: 8
went to the river to find out the situation and was accon
~ Qeneral KENDALL of the 88th Division, and ky i:’.“ stal

@-«5938. Battalion Executive Officer, of Huntsville,




DAVID M. Fﬁ , Battallon Cormmander,
head of his battalion em the @ast han

" al boats for the ::mssmg of his nest ¢ m";f,- " Ne

- organized a carrying party from Company '
area where we fou j'an ﬁuginsw Lim; nant an men of the 19th Bogineers ug
in and in thelr fox holes. These men were xx&eﬂw 1ssist > Company "B men
carry the five M~2 boats from %&is@ﬁmmthe crossing site. Upon arrival of the

boats Major FRAZIOR started his compan

. y “B" msaf”f - the viver. All during this
time German mortar and artl. lory ﬁw was sweeping the fsmaaiag ‘ama’ aﬁd casu-
. a&tias wm mounting. By 0500, 2 ery. m Bartalion was placing two foor
ges war the m@w and completed the ing of the entire Battalion by Qi!l»
, lestroyed in hy enemy ﬁm, but one of them still had
suffl «w ﬂ@atag@ !er @rmmng |

“At ﬁa@ southern croseing site, over which zha 3rd Bantalion was ordeved to
cross, considerable difficulty was enco untered m&re the inma; mvea rea:ﬂ ed o
river. Engineers leading the boat groups to the river lost their divec '
d@ﬁﬁﬁf@gmﬁg@ti 4 mine field. The rubb were
A occurred among both the Emws aadzhei‘g}.“i.iy, g on
agwm. Mmh time was iwwwgaumat* 3, -after which the Battalion

foot bridges forward with the view of usieg them a@ﬂy m

effect zzae fzmsaing, A;’-f liery an ar fire held Bp the momaaé to the river,
and disorganization and emfuaiaa resulted in the dark 'j;ﬁ@ﬁ were
heavy, and at daylight the battali not succeeded in getting anyone a
and were ordered back to thelr @rigmai positions, under coves

| "By 0716, the lst Battalion, on the west aide «ﬁ‘tﬁeﬁ ’_ unable to
maka any progress :agamatmﬁ' rman prepared smm;s. and were under heavy
nachine gun, moriar, and artille: ey had b farmﬁ iat@a"r@t.

omme ;;ing t:%e:m'al. Bﬁf@re ttaeﬁ& i'-,
had become so tntense as 10 meke his pos!
threatened with b@ing wiped out e@mplataly. H&:**M

ﬁvaf m his initial pos tions, using the partially d 'fyad bﬁdga. cle
~ bout 1000, 21 January.

‘ /,-..,.:xtexfs.ffrm ﬁ-a,n_lﬂm atta ck would be



, ying out the order were 1 made and bastalion snd ar
_ manders were g;ven oral orders at 1030 houss, 21 January, 1o P
a:taek as early as 1400 hours, 21 Jamafy The time was later houy
ams tha amz:k jampecl oﬁat that time. Heavy smoke fron am@k@ pa&s, etwmi
| artillery was pl ced al«m@ the fax and near side of the river, and
-d Battalion troops reached the river bank, under mortar and artillery fire
30 ho ,j“j«s. Rubber bosts were used to carry Con paniw ug", 1% and ”'L.“ mmﬁs,
‘which the first foot bridge was put in the water. The entire Battalion was

ached unit com=
pect remwal of .

i ésﬂ the river at 1830 hours, and had been under heavy machine gun fire from

the time the firgt wave hit the water. Casualtles were heavy, iant evacuation emaw
tinued across the foot hriége to near side of river.

"'The 1st Battalion crossed north of Blue, starting at 1600 hours. The river
had been smoked heavily and boats were taken to the crossing site, under fzavar of
the smoke. Enemy artillery and mortar fire began falling as the first troops
reached the river, and when C@mpany "A" sent the flrst wam across, it met heavy
machine gun fire. The company completed its crossing under heavy fire ana
Company "B" followed, both companies being over by 1835. The Battalion C
mander crossed with Company "B" and mparaaé m ‘._:.{. ;,;:ess a_, :_‘mt heavy msis~
_ tance. Company "C" had not been able to ¢ 1 A\t 203 ‘
manding Officer, lst Battalion, 19th Engineers, repor
river, and that one foot bridge was ',.“galetad aaé : " being
ported one foot bridge under construction at the 31*:! tialior
hours, information was received from 1st Battalion that C

b ‘imy "f;’“ hazi net ym:
crossed the river, and Battalion Commander was dirmwé to speed the crossing of
his Cor rparxy "C". Heavy machine gun fire and mortar fire was holding up the
progress of both lst and 3rd Battalic ng. Litde information was received from
either, fter the crossing, but the 3rd  Battalion was making their way through the
wire and was taking out some of the machine guns in their zone of action. In the
3rd Battalion, Company “1" was on the right, Company "K" on t@m left, and Com-
pany “L" to left rear. They were advancing with extreme difficulty and receiving
h@avy casualties. Reports fi rned pext etay. indieated that the

rom men who ret

wchine gun wsitimﬁ were wired in and the bands of fire were mwr§c>¢:k~ Cenie

»ing . Many men were wounded in the lower extre
low grazing fire as they moved or crawled forw

emities, or in the buttoc

"“The Znd Battalion was ordered to cross at the 3rd Battaiim site, at 2340
hours. As the battalion approached the river, they were met by Engineer guides,
1t they wem unabl@ to fiad the :‘.t hri ige, mer wiaieh xhia bma;ian was to cross.
C :_-ifomia, ga&ded them tha briége anszlt aewss into tlze enem pesiti@n on the
right of the 3rd Battalion. Companies "E" and "F" crossed and "»"‘a__;mpany "G" was
beld back in position near the foot brie}ge to protect the rear. At 0800, 22 January,
these two companies were held up about 200 yards wes: of the river am:l raceiving
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mvm atw pmgmm Hand grenad LR
on the enemy machine gun positions. Movements forward SRS
eIy e and movement. imanm amnery mé mortar ﬁre  both

t ©900 1 1000 hours 11 'th bﬂ%@ Bﬁ.ﬁ aa oBt completel)
pyed. M@‘B wam j: 1 -ﬂﬁ driven back toward the rivar from both battalions
; eition became am&abie‘ -

“m {3135, 22 mmaz*y. Maj@r FRAZIOR, Commanding Officer 1st Battali o
pporte b? ﬁw m mg evaeuama‘wma aa&r smaéf

} ] mﬁy - S

1474, cﬁ ‘wam, ’rem, *was w&t ™ gﬁiée him it wos
le to reac Battalion Command Post, where Majm‘
ém .:,..,jiiiving miuaed%lawe his mt until he could ac~
ith the itengant ;maal MEA’I‘H

%ﬁt siﬁaﬁf the river. ’m xim bmlga miﬁ a!l = ‘;3 ée:f yed, T was i
reorganize, as Comy "B", and "C" had 1@@3 zheir _m, ders and



2 mmt hs mplaeed, aml ;he Cor hm‘, aiﬂc!a ey

: ) gamble against odds
, asam him m his efforts to defeat us. It
id t} suecess in |  upon the leadership of commanders;
it ¢an be wru 7 ‘y sam ﬂm as long as lwa@em wm have the guts to plum inﬁ@ ,
h@peiaas odds sueh as this @pwaﬁ@n, are sacrificed like cannon fodder, our success

vill suffer in proportion and disaster will eventually come. "

attac 8 were m@ﬁﬁi& fﬂgh Includin all
tal 8 m:ed W ¢ : ] \- 'ews‘andenizaﬁe 1 men,

re e aéiu“s wzsrané&ng“
Commanding 'g__,mpany "‘F"-

. Tama, was kmedwh;ie Iiag 1is cor pﬁ y in the attack afte
theriver. Cap BFFEN, O*éﬁﬁ%& Executive Officer o
la: Bmtaﬂm. 9f Hum:svﬂle. Texas, and Captain HENRY C. ERA!;}AW G 581,
ng Company "K", @f Winﬁ;_i-, North Ca alina, were missing after the
s:agagamenm Majm' DA’VID M. FRAZIOR, 0-222230, Commanding the 1st Battalion,

‘ on, Texas, was wounded ém'tag the engagement and evacuated, and it was
faiz that ha muld not return to the regiment. The loss of these courag ;tm leadam,
_ e loss of many others, seriausly weakened the regiment. The
iemive line held by the ragimem. afwx the two unsuccessful attacks, was z;ew by
a thinly spread line of weary troops.

" As a matter of ;fac;t, the eifeativemss of the regiment haﬂ been reduced to
- such an extent that Capta OMA LUNDAY, 0-387366, Regimental 5-2, of
Ma:da, Texas, made a rax!wr

,r"r@us, unofficial statenent c»cerning the enemy
apabilities; "The Germans can h@lﬁ and occupy their present positions, or they
can withdraw, or they can occupy our p@s»mzms, " Although no prismars were
cap eﬁ Ming thfa pefi t:tae re”a~ -_‘ut tamed. by patrolling prior to the attack,
f gun emplacements, barbed
wire, anszi minas. Three éiﬁerent patmis had zmasaﬁ the river before the night
af the ﬁrst atft;ack aad were fired on, but their mission of locating the enemy de-
: mplishe so0, from the intelligence reports received from highe
that eiemaats of the German 104 Panzer Gwnadi@r
_ ent occuple siti@as which we were to attack. Intelligence repor
mcaived after the aﬂaﬁk disclosed that we had inflicted heavy emualﬁes ma rhe
Germans.

‘mamrism of his aggresﬁve and determined spirit Colonel MARTIN had
personally directed both attacks across the river. For his courageous actions on
the afternoon and night of 21-22 January 1944, he was awarded the Silver Star by
Major General FRED L. WALKER, Division Commander. His actions are des~
wiised in the citation which accompanied the decoration:
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