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nemarks xade to Colonel B. F. m«mw, by M. ¢olonal mwm
Ce @; W Foree, on 12 Ootober 1943, _

The Fieut ziawwr Battalion was 9plit %o form o total of three

'mmuens for the Sieilisn Cespuign. This wes os order of Allied

dquarters. Ve bave besn operating with u makeshift Foree
Hoodguarters. 4 Foreo | '&mtw is mm&mﬁ very bully - authoriges-
tion m wzma doun by the #ey Depu tmsnt. It maa me wonder wbat
oue mm 18,

iIn pmu%wﬁ for the Sioilisn Cumpeigs we treined at Nemwurs,
aAfpton, in oomjunetion with the Hevy. It wes very msuntainous countey.
e set up our oun training center. Our tvefuiang %o & grest extent
so:sisted of epeed marching, ﬁlﬁ‘f eimmg, aight work iucluding opepe~
tions with the Ravy., Dy mutuasl & ment botween the Uavy ool syeslif
we gontinually hué et cur ﬁmw:t 18 101, Ve used cbetsele sourses
similsr %o those used at the Commsnds Depot in ﬁwﬂmﬁ‘ o 444 o
great Gesl of eliff exmxw, ﬁ%@ : _.ma Mm‘t‘ ding oliffa) am
marehing, The sliffs wer :
the water. w@mmuw:r=~' ; : :
zen worked in peire over cbetucles, h . th 4 L m fwt MMM.
Theve wore targets thet would suddenly eppour aimmﬂm weiy others
sluuleting 0 nests, o%¢.. Cne men of the »&ix wes alweys protesting
the advesce of the atimv m. fiving over ble hesd, iAnother courde
wos the ¥e aund Uy Pe ds 1% vas prisarily ex am@*ﬁ fighting couras,
in «ll cuy imim 9 employed sombat firing extensively; dva't go ia
el for mm nsbip, we don't hove the ﬁw, Fire from the hip wﬁ
batile positions is stress

i

Great egpbasis is @I&eaﬁ or physicel csaditioning. In a.mr %‘ﬁk
we use the Buddy Bysten -~ the men slvays wovk in pairs. They
in psivs, thoy est in pairs, they 8o gunrd in palve, they mw: W m
pairs. Confldence in esch other is developed. The wes plek their owm |
buddy from within their platoon./ Moot of cur work &8 ptlgbt work., after
conditioning and herdening, we esploy L00% ailght w&) In cur training
we nover 4o snything without battle moises and effoots; wo always use
live ammasition. ¥%e use mines, barbed virg, bands of ¥3 fire extenaively,
The mon very quickly get sooustomed b6 heving live ssmunition flying
sbout them. If the problem is to capture a UG newt, ﬁmm zu awaw
& ¥ nest there with & MO flrieg in & fized directiocn. Gaptured
Imiw and Germun mechine gune end aaohine pletols eve uged By the

“gpoay” in our problems. These sre a grewt aid. Our men guiekly lesyn
to dirferestiate between the fire of our own wWoapoLs @il € ReNy WOGDOLS.
sleo the "ensuy® makes constant use of fluves. (Our typlesl problem te
4 lapding opersticn sceoupanied by all the %ﬁm&m&”. It 1 made as
difficult and realistic ee possible.) In all vur traisisg we have hed
one KOG killsd (shot in dack by reeruit during e iaaéiw @N&I@ww '
There have beun swarax {njupred, but nens serisusly,.

We alweys csrry our novmal load of ammunt
loaded. Any men whe wem%%ny dioehurge: e
reduged b privete and fimed 340,00, In cur wbrk we must Yo draes ia
agninst the acdidentsl a&.ﬁaimmw of wégpons, We lesrnsd our lesson in
Tunisis where the scoldental dischurge of = rifie “queerad® ¢ raid and
ssused e 24 bour deley in operastions. If & maw knows his weapon ie
Mﬁw, b wiﬂ. take Iw&@w gare of it.




' & use mﬁm fleshlights (éi8 selor) for recognition purposes
3 in n&t work, | G find them essemticl. Different slore ape used and
we ususlly hevd o cortain Light sigosl for ped Sdon, f Anstamse

“e® whieh would be 4ot dash. It gives o man great ounfort snd st

fidenve w&m working of night espeeiaily {u towns to be given 4 reoogs

sition sign W saoded. |
/ e wee %J solusn fﬁm%&u for approvch und sesault o - 7
It {s the gmly lrwmm whioh will work ut mm‘)) In ous wamxw .
stes

wm o m«», wa a‘kﬁwﬁw with ¢ : g% - gaing rmgmﬁiw
Lghits - ; By uﬁm & differont eolor. We bave & eoupanie .
£ 8 oftioers and %W* : ' .

v Sheck portsion svery
€m 888} or by vuomer, ]

sti~percounsl vespons, Theipy
wastebing. after o ﬁ%ﬂ%&ﬁ%@ﬁg%@gﬁ@%ﬁ%&
% mﬁ&w rotire under sover of our ok sortsr fire.

i% is Yy o eolleet youy men ma:m &fbor tho rell is Wu %o
8o this z wm fm atativeed %@m e line thwougk which we wm& mw et
intervale aud the men withdrawing pecs thls lime they are ot
aud collested by thoge who hove been stetioned there for that p

EQVPYe aro wloy ¢ bhin s asny wheh you ave teying Yo make
& gules, w&w@ i &.@ww {Britisk) ere silont sud sen
ﬁ&&p % unde e

. %&@ w&it@m vere W
R 4d vad over the beaohes.

you don't m BV G
ou ke bgach,

attelicn~inbor; w; mvmwu 3@@3@ mm- BUPE--Blue, Thepe
m mmﬂlam signal m sative foroe, (Note: Uy %&t@mﬂn ﬁﬁm
landed furtbop % &% LIOATA with %rd lufestyy Pivisisa),

The misalor @rwﬁ’@mwﬁm vas W cuptuve the town end hold
it 8t all m%., and pmﬁ«w% the loft flunk of the ist Lafastey Division,

L of this lending was ﬁﬁ tollowa: %@w vas & pher w&mﬁ:&m
m@h Just cbout 4ivided the town in helf. The lat

oy was to lamé west of this point end clear out the wost

town and plvet on wowt to elesn eut bostile shore batteries
gt of the Sown. Phe &%ﬁz Ravger Battalios wes %o Land

w P o




m&t of the pler end cleen 6ut the eset helf M the touwsn snd plvet o

the owe to take cut defenses oust of town. The lst %amziﬁn, 9tk

' Enginesye was to follow the sssault Mt%&xm @m take over dofense of
; aftys : ttulions bad giwm

oust and Wﬂ’% Wa@ive&m The Hanger bLalt 88 ki % }
end the Lugineer batialion at ﬁ# M: , To wwa% the force, the @2
&m ﬁ‘.&. mewmn was to lund st 8460, Tils wes followed by the m@
: st ion, 5% Euteoers ot W%i :

g to plus nd GELA wes §u Renger hands

The oporution went esyording
_bafove uson, & day {My wh

Gs D plus 1, GELA reoeived three ou
tanks penetrated the %oen end resed sround with everyus
mﬂzmm %ma &r Wwa tauke wore mmwm ws and W@ Wmuwi%aw.

WQ wm 80 m&t 1@&%&% some s&m ?.’i tanis, @,@ﬁa@& ~
i 3 primsrily by the lot Pivision 4rtillery snd the &,
» ¢ vhe Chamissl Buttalicn. The morters put down @ &
mwma wideh dousel conslderble snfesien auvng the tauks aw&
soupled with the w izﬁ“‘-‘-mry fire coused then %o withirsw, ¥Uhen %@
attask va the wight finully sottled dova thure wore § Yanks burniug,
oo of W Bnrk Vie

6n D plus 1. i wes opdoved to  San Hilook
: aired the let ﬁaﬁ%&&&m @Im srwie Re
Mﬁ%uw ww % e %a : % f: %iw T

mite *E??m i8¢ ﬁmy
; M ﬁmw wm nigh

tj: %m w@% ﬂw' of tm' é@mg

The lst Hunger Dettelion Gsoupled iﬁss w@s}wﬁw doring davknecs
e ylm %%w svsored Iofentey talion for some @ i oy othep
444 awt ressh ite o notive sud éayl&@@ ; '%m flstfseted, and
%ﬁﬁy wore w@wiﬁle& 3 Battepies of 14U%e. The 0.0. of fo. D, lot
mm@w Battalion £+, Lis positiom could see thene butberies, Ho by ~

wdic releyed their @awntm to we and 1 in tarn o the fovel &mma

Wﬁ&w wi%l us who hed nevel gunfive brought %o besy ok aee batterie
snd silepoed thes, Then the 4ist Infantey Sattali :
ohargod the hill end teck {t., Yhe @W Wﬁ@& ot m £
wine the roeds be: m@ then. Tais wes frustreted o & grest Wﬁt‘ﬁ by
W y&ﬁml& m Jwups with BO's mounted on tham uhieh were very sutive

SRTIERA

:mmw o8 ﬁw W& ) tumks. The ordey
1f wo did mot W mﬁm m w &t‘m@k the ArtAllc

"o
M
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the town uatil mw w lif‘&. de mi& then &%WW M’m Bill and

take the towm. | ’ N

The nﬁvma guard consisted of one plateon. " As §t sévanced up
the voed spproschbing Butters, it suldenly dves nachine gun fm m
supposedly cur surpriss wee lost. I frantie for foar ay ertill
would open up -~ but they 414 snot. The sdvence guard www M fwt
af m nm. The platoon sonumader Mﬁ hﬁtm mﬂ&ﬁﬁ The ¢
‘ or veorgonined the advencs guard quiekiy ond begen & mme
movenent @ ‘the ﬂmy hill. Guddenly tw emu o m &saaﬁ and heard
tonsidersble telking and sebivity. They wers suddenly upon & lavgs
grouy of the ensmy. They eut looge wi‘m a1l the fire powsy in the
ymmn s posulbs 77 killed end 14 WW Witk & 1ittle persuasion
on the part of the Hangors the Iteliuns ted in zmzm %ﬂ‘% '
stwoot, don’t shoot*. The piﬁm %%ﬁﬁa‘% furt ahie
tute the towun end oveup jed L Lai
consisted «wwm%& . -W@ ﬁmﬁm w& the remsin
rifles, %m&m Solonel ww steted She wﬁwm of Buttore
B s b happ .-;aa ey B m: and seoddont -« Jjust oo

Ho awmax equipmend arr ony kind ess used in the opuretion. Ho

wpwial sapplien were used and oupply prevented no etususl prodies,

o wope prepared to shell the townj the ertillery wes all set, dut 1
wos able to contest thaw by refiv im time to prevent 1% when th
sdvence gused flvst ren Into trouble, Ny ovders for the attagk ware
orel, frogmastery, ond bylef. The &w that we ren iate asppavestly
wore in the process of esplucing AP guus ‘There were *&w w m
road apd one obill on a trusk that m m been w o vithe
dreving, ﬁ@w@f"%f the enemy Bit some of ﬂww m mines, Ve t‘*wnsé
tham ovey -~ gnder gobblegtones in the streete. Ve hed not been
% ﬁmm mm m and Paryons wes very meé, W& hi!s %ﬁa WW

OOEN n@n wy@mw m tMa a@&ﬁaﬂt@m. 'ﬁ‘mm wee & ;S.if* m
a8 ve entered the town but we hendled it without @iffieulty, Ve
mw the Beron of Duttera and took ovar his wsneton. (m

AL m@@»‘sy officer kﬂﬁ axmyﬁ been aml@ to keep rgtions and
on pushed up to us. Wewwm%nﬁmﬁmmﬁmw
/% amg mgﬁ%&y on squipwent, ( Jo resove the mess kAY
;meﬁ: end book it on the belt, It mekes e £ine P :
¢ aﬁ 4 grm@w mﬁ m 1\/& x;mm& h}aﬂw of W,

in b squad carriss w& x;rmrw &n&: fﬁa&m 4 ,t@ﬂa W wa esn
esrry about 250 pounds of 'i"ﬁ% in one buttelion, @% use asuen
grensdes extensively Lo cur night work <- suoh move $han fregsentatios
grepsdes., Thay stus if they don't kill and follow up is easy, In the
paok wo carey painsoad, tollet articlss, K ration, mess kit (insluding
knife, fork, and spoon). We earry 1 gpare bandslier of mﬁ%@n-}

I like for men to cook own mesls s use mwes kit for sooking
You would be surprised how they sun dress up the ¢ ration with some
onions, peppers, eie, soilosted at vandum. It helps them. Ne did
w% im% kitehens in Sisily end we have bees in Itely e month without
, 8 of kitohens, I axmya have men nw& at lesst
- day § ._@ﬁ&miﬁ

{ne @f sur best masns of physicel econditionisg is spoed marebing,
finelly reachbing & point whore we msreh 10 mzm &t rate of & miles
por hour. Yo keep Lo condition we Ve celesthentes fiv
spoed marokes dally.

fi




iseiplinary drille ere oll importast. We have & vetrest fopune

tion daily, conditfons peraitting. At thls formation msn are inspected,
soms manusl of epms perfusrsed, folloved by retrest. Every Sundey i.b.
there ie s roview, followed by imspoetion in panks, followed by inspeotion

of quarters. In the training avea we have a lot of ceremonles. It

koops eway sioppiuses. Ve buve et lewst four perivds per week of close

ordsr drill snl menual of avis, One puriod & week every week is devoted

%o militsyy courtesy. It cannot be overstresssd, .

-

Wo are severe Liiour punichments, Sumsery court used oo nsldepadly.
Iafrections of diseipline, militsry ecurtesy, and uaiform violations
are deslt with quickly und rether severely. Acelfantel disoharge of
fire srms 8 redustion and §40.00 fine. The officers must bBoar down
on theso things. The Army &ms S0V stressed stple L diseipline encugh
and without 1% you sve lost., I fimd oy men slump after bettle. I
bolieve mst of it forgetfulmess. ) ' -

In conbut every mun carries a Botile of atebrine and » bottle of
belazone tsblets. Haoh offiver gerries & box of merphine syrettes
end five togs alresdy prepared excapt for the time entyy. Firet aid
is stressed in treining, Our medicel detuchusnt is emell e i efficer
and 2 met por battaligy ud L.eid man por cowpsay who lives vith the
compeny end dosy evergfhing with 1%, | ) |




