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DEGASS"\m HEADQUARTERS

ARMY. GROUND FORCES
ARMY WAR COLLEGE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

24 NOV 1943

319.1 (NATO)(S)( %1 NOV 1943 GNGCT

SUBJECT: Report of Allied Force Airborne Board in Connection with
Invasion of Sicily.

TOs Commanding General, Airborne Command, Camp Mackall, N. C. i

For your information only.

By command of LT. GEN. McNAIR:

Asst. Greunrd Ad] Gen.

1 Incl.
Rpt - subj as above,
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- 24 NOV 1942
319.1 (M0} (D4 NOY 1943 ) omoot S L
SUBJEGT: Report of Allied Forse Airborne Board 4z Commestion with L
Invasion of &lcily. ‘
T0: Commending Genersl, Airborne Commend, Camp Msckell, 3- c. i

Por your inforastion only,
By command of 7. GBN, MoNAIRi

J. R. DRYDEN, *
Lt Col,, A.G.D,,
Asst. Ground Adj. Gemw.,

1 Inel.
Bpt - subj as above,
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AG 370-1(Airborne)GCT-AGM 13 October 1943
SUBJECT: “eport of Allied Force Airborne Board. 107792
TO : Secretary of the Navy,

“lashington 25, D.C.

Inclosed herewith for your information is a copy of the
aporoved proceedings of a board of officers convened at this head-

cuarters for the purpose of reviewing airborne operations conducted
in connection with the invasion of SICILY.

-

For the Cammander-in-Chief:

T.J. DAVIS, N
Brigadier General, USA,

1 Inel. Adjutant General.
Rpt. - Subject as above.
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COMINCH FILE UNITED STATES VLERET
HEADQUARTTRS OF 108 COMMANIE G I8 CLll F
NAVY DEPARTME I, WA LiNG O, .l' 4
23 Ootober 1943
MEMORANDUN \
Mrom: F-48
To: Secret Mail Room

Subject: Distribution of Allied Force Headquarters Report
of Allied Force Alrborne Board in connection with

the invasion of 8icily.

1. Please have subd jeot report distributed as follows:
CominCh

(F-105; F-48(2); P-30; F-46) 6
VOpHNav

(Oop-35(2) 2
Naval ¥War College 1
General Board 1l
CAinCPac 1l
CinCLant 1
ComAirPac 1
ComAirlant 1
ComdtMarCorps 1l
Chief of Starr, U.3. Aramy 3
Commanding General, U.S. Army Air Forces 1l
Comdt Army and Navy Stafrfr College 1
Comdt Command end General Staff School,

Fort Leavenworth, Kansas 1l
Comdt Marine Corg- Schools, Marine Barracks
Quantico, Virginia 1
Zﬁgnyvv//<7
A. D. CLARK.
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PROCEEDII'GS OF A DOAPD OF OFFICERS CONVENED PURSUANT TO THE FOLLOWING ORDER:

L

ALLYED FORCE HEADQUARTERS
G~3 SECTION

23 July, 1943

VIVORANDUK FOR: Brigadier Lcneral Sraly

irigadier General Crane
Rear adrdral Philip Vian (co-active Naval Lember) )
Colonel itoss .

1. D5y direction of the C-in-C, you are appoirted as a Loard of Officers
to revlew recent airborne operations in this theater, and recormmend such )

changes

(ineluding coordinaticn vith oth-r services) as ray bte indicated. Your
inguiry
the effectivenest or operations and toward findin; the remedy, such matters

ac:e

2.

or improvements in the tactics and technicque of such operatione

chould t= directed tovard discovering the factore which lessened

Selection of otjectives.
Selection of routes,
lLavization.
Yeather.
[(SOQrdination with laval, ;round, and other air operations.)‘
Icentification to other scrvices.
Tiring of the opreration.
Command during the various phases.

Ir its procecedinss the lLoard will avail itself of all avajlable .

export opinion, from 2l) servicer allcctad,

3.

The record cf the ;roccedinc of the ioard will inclucde the draft’

of a Training Lerorancum coverin; its recommercations and will be sutmitted
to =3 AF liq not later than 31 July.

IV /hls

July, 1943.

Fifteenth Arnmy Group.

s/ LOWELL W, ROC:.Y,
t/ LCWELL W. ROOLS,
sajor uencral, J.S.Cey
ssoistant Chief of sStaff, o-3, .

~The loard mct at Al [ursuant to *Le zlcve order at 1L30.hours, 2

Present: 'r: acier Jeneral . a. ereily; o C
“ri acier leneral Wie C. Crare, oSk
~clenel Fay Ross, Infantry

Atsentr llear idmiral Philip Vien, U

Cther conferees pree-nte S
ir ‘hief lars:all .. Tecder, C=in-C, Yediterranean Aiw
Yajor Ceneral ool Frovminz, Commander Airborne Pore

ejor Ucneral L. . llcoks, =3, AFHY . ‘
risjacier General R. A. Lunn, 4G, CO, Slst Troop Carrier
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Ixigadier Oesneral p. J, R, Richards, 25th AA Brigade
Captain G, Barnard, R.N., HQqCingcC, Nediterranean
Colonel S. J. Davis, A, Slst Troop Carrier .
Colonel R. R. Hendrix," CAC, 2626 cA Brigade (AA)/
Colonel H. L. Clark, AC, 52d Troop Carrier Wing,
Colonel H. L. LQ".B, Inf., 82d Airborne Division. .
Tieut. Colonel J.W, Oberdorf, AC Hq Troop Carrier Comd., NAAP . YENS
Lieut, Colonel D.R. Petty, AC, G2d Troop Carrier Wing. k.
Lieut. Colonel %.T. Ryder, Inf., AGF Observer (Airborne).
Lieut. Colonel C.D, Farr, AC,82d4 iirborne Division.

Lieut. Colonel 4.0. Wright, G (Airtorne) Hq 15th Army Qroup.
Lieut. Colonel i.G. Vialsh, "Hq Airborne Force.

Subsequent meetings of the board were as follows:
at 1000 hours, 25 July, 193:

Present: Rear Admiral Sir Philip Vian, KBE, Dso, koyal Navy
Brigadier General He. A« Craig
Brijadier General W. C. Crane
Colecnel Fay Ross

Other conferees present:
Erigadier General Re a. Dunn
Colonel W. T. Gardiner, AC, A=2, 5lst Troop Carrier Wing.
Lieut. Commander J.B.E. Vainwright, IN, Staff Officer (Opms). .

At 1130 hours, 25 July, 19L3:

Present: Rear Adniral Sir Philip Vian .
brizadier General . A. Craig
Yrigadier General . C. Crane
Colonel Fay ross

Other conferees present: .
Fear admiral S. S. Levis, USL, Chief of Stafl

At 1500 “ours, 25 July, 1943:

Present: Irigadier General l. i. Craig
Lrigadier General ... C. Crane
Colonel ray Rosc
Absgent: Lear Admiral Vian ¢

Other conferees present: - .
Condr George Dufek, Starf alr Officer, CUI:.....aw .
Brigadier General e A. Dunn :
Colonel Yi. T. Gardiner

At 1100 hours, 27 July, 19L3:

Present: Lrizadier General ... a. Crai;
Srigadier General W. C. Crzne
Rear admiral Philip Vian
Colonel Fay itoss

At 1100 hours, 29 Julr, 19.:3:

Present: 'rigadier Ceneral . A Craig
Iricadier Ceneral V.. C. Crane
ztear Admiral Philip Vian
Colonel I'ay Ross

e, t
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con-

4% 1000 nicurc, 30 Julr, 19L3:

Iresent: Irigadicr Ucneral . 4. Craig 1

: Lrigacdier General W.. Ce Cranc |
near admiral P:ilip Viar . j

Colonel fay licss |
i

At 1000 Lours, 31 July, 19L3:

Fresent: Irigadier Ceneral He ae Craig
Lripadier General Y. Co Crane
. rdear admiral Failiyp Vian
Colonel ray lioss

2¢ PROC:DUE A.D LIST OF JCOU.ETS CUiSID.IGD.

The procecure followec bty the board in conducting the investigatiem
and reaching its conclusioncs was ac follows:

|
2« ilourd tatle discussions, ucins the roints enuscrated in the ordel
convenins the tocarc as the zgenda.

Le Stuc; of the folloving decscribed reroric anc other documentss

Chart showing data on friendly aa fire of{ coutheast coast of
Sizilye (Inclosure io. 1) .

Tabulation of data tc accompany atcve chart. (Inclosure No. 2)

Chart showin_ data on #ricndly i~ fire off southwest coast of
Sicily. (Inclosure 0. 3) .

Le-ter Hdg. ILLF Troop larrier Cormend, 13 July, 1943, with
1st Ind. Hqe laAT, 20 Julyr 1943, and 24 Ind. Ige Air Cormand. (Inclosure .

lioe Ll)a
Letter Hq. LiF Trocp Carrier Command 1Y July, 1943. (In-
closur:z loe 5)e
Report of husky Airtorne Operations sulmitted by iajor General
Fe Ae lie Browming, iirtorne udviser to C-in-C, Allied Torce. (Inclosure Bo.6)
liotes on Lusky nirtcrne Operztions by Chief of Com 3
. tions, with corrent therecn ty C-in-C lediterrinean (Inclesure lios Y™ *f’
* Letter O-in-C lediterranear, to C-in-C .llied Force, 23 July, 194
. (Inclosure loe &). . -
lotes on routing of troop carriers during Husky Operations Yy
C-in-C lLediterrarean, 2 culy, 19.:3. (Inclosurc .0. 9)e -

Ce Study of stenographic record of conferences.
3. DZSC.IFUICL OF CPErATIONS.
Husly airborne operaiions viere as followss

a. In the first US operation one parachute combat team was dropped
on the rocd approaches to the “ELs arca or nizht 9-10 July, with the wime

~

-3
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of blocking enemy attempts to reinforce the GELA nctor. Because. 5! m;. 28
navigation, a contributory cause ofwich was a high wind (354PH), the i
ing zones were missed by all but one battalion. This battalion, M
captured its objective, and held it against counterattack. lorale effect ¥
considerable,anc losses slight. 220 aircraft were employed, of which 8

lost. NKone was lost as result of friendly AA fire. See report of Genu'l'.!,
Brownin: (Inclosure lo. 6) for detailse. o

b. 1In the second US operation approximately 2500 additional
the 22d Kirborne Division were flotm into the GEIA area on the night of 1
Julye The mission was merely one of reinforcement, the intention beinz $o |
drop rarachute troops within our ‘orn lines. This force, consisting of 170 “’? i
aircraft, wac subjected to AA fire from encry Found forces and friendly . gﬁ
naval and ground forces, with lossee of 23 aircraft and L10 personnel. 50% 7
of returned aircraft were damaged. This flifht arrived in the battle ared i
Just follovwing an enery tomting attack. The operation achieved its intentions
See rerort of General  rowning (Inclosure I'o. %), report of General willim
(Inclosure 0. L) and chart (Incloaure lloe 3) for detailse

ce The first British use of airtorne troops was a glider operatd.u
on the nitht of 9-10 July. This involved a trigace group (equivalent of 1
US comiat team) which was to be landed west of STraCUSE with the rissiom of - );,g
selzin: the river crossing in that vicinity and capture the Western o Y
of the city. 13L gliders were used. a8 result of errors in navigation M ;
in part to a high wind (35:FH) only approximately 12 gliders were landed .
on or near the obtjective, and approximately L7 were releasec too goon and
went into the sea. Others were so tadly scattered that they were able to
opnrc.te only in small ;roupse See report of General rrowning (Irnclosure
1'0. 6) for details. '

aqf.

de The second Iritish operation on the night 13-1L July had as:
mission the capture of the bridge across the Uailall: i +IVi: seven miles’
south of CATALIA. 12L aircraft transportin; a paruchute trizade (equiva}
of 1 US regiment; viere erployed. 17 of the aircrafi towed -liders. 56
cralt dropred their troors on or near the droppine zcnes, 2)4 nade drops-
vere widel} rcattered, 27 returned to their base vithout droppirg their
1C aireraft were lost, rrincipally due to friencly antiaircraft fire.
route ol the airtorre trocps was over a “riendl: naval convey vhich was v
attaci: - cnery a:’.rcrai‘t at the time. LO: of returnmg aircraft were dam
ry antia ircraft fire. :iesion was accomrlished. See rerort of General B
ing (Inclosure Feo. (), rerort of General .illiars (Inclosure !0 Sis c‘m.rﬁ B
(Irelosurc lol) ond tatulation (Incloeurc lo. 2} for details.

€+ oSwrary of aircralt erployec =nd losses (aryroximate)s

Sorties liscing Out of commission
as result of Ad .

Troop Carriers 666 L2 118
Cliders 134 L7 (a) :

(a) Landed in sea. Of the remaining 67 lanced in SR St
on casualties is not yet available.

e oCLULILSICLS

anfter careful consideration of the discussions z2nd availlﬁll:
ary evicdence the toarc reaches the folloving corclusions:

ae That the principal factors centrituting to the destrug
troop carrying aircraft ty friendly antiaircraft fire were as foll
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(1) Delay by nﬂitu;y cmﬂders in reaching exscutive deo.i‘liw
_to employ airborne troops resulted in time being insufficient tos |

(a) Communicate nécescary information to minor war veasels

Y : o
merchant ships and ground forcese o

(§) _Allow necessary adjustment to routing of surface vmk

. o (2) Lack of wiformity in fitting of downward recognition lights ",
to all types of aircraft employed led to hesitation in allowing their em-
ployment in all cases. (Operation described in 3d.)e :

(3) Flying at such low altitudes as to become vulnerable to ‘
all types of antiaircraft fire. (A1l missions).

(L) Low altitude of flights in combination with vicinity of
high land, rendered RJD.F. (radio direction finder), and therefore I FeF.
(identification friend or foe), equiprent, largely inoperative. (A1l missions)e

difficulties, and proximity of friendly fire (Operation described in 3 b. and

[ | (5) Straying from prescribed routes, due to weather, navigational |
3dd).

, (6) Troop carriers flying over friendly naval and ground forcen%*
|during enemy bombing attackse. (Operation described in 3 b. and 3 d.). {
(7) The unexpected late sailing of Convoy MeE.Se 37 from SYRACUSE
resulted in convoy and escort paralleling the flight path of the airborne force
proceeding via :ALTA to CATALIA area. (Operation described in 3 de)e

(8) The losc of gliders on the night of July 9th - 10th was
~ caused ty the inexperience of the pilots in the operational conditions pre-
vailing at the time. : : -

The conditions met weére darkness, high wind, Jake

The standard of navigation of the pilcts was not adequate-
to meet these conditions. Craft were unable to keep their routes, gliders
were released too far from land, and in some cases gliders broke adrift as
a result of maneuvers by the tugs to turn away from c¢istant flake.

No evidence has been available to show ty whom the decision
was taken tolaunch gliders in the prevailing winde

b. That strayring of troop carrier aircraft from prescrited sea »
routes is protatle at night unless come system of marking the route is employede.

c. That special tralaing of froop carrier crews is required in pre-
paration for each specific operation.

de That the standard of training of troop car:sier crews should de
the sare ac other operational comtat cre.s. ' :

[T

e. That specially trained ®rathfinder" aircraft should preceds .
\/ the. airborne flizhts tc the drop;ing zone anc drop marking lizhts for the = -
guidance of troop carriers and gliders. &

£. That departure from prescritec routes 1o avoid AA fire or

other causes, is dangerous, anc likely *c lezd to lire from friendly
. or ground forcese :
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. hat for overwater-operations a zone approximately 5 miles on either
side of the route should be established, and surface vessels kept clear of this
zone so0 far as operationally practacatle.

h. That it must be recognized that naval forces must and will fire
without warning at night at approaching aircraft umless aircraft are identified
‘as friendly; that under the forgoing conditions the onus of identification
lies witn the aircraft. This does not preclude the necessity for issuing
timely warning to naval forces.

o That routes for the aprroach to dropring zone should be as nearly
a straight line as the situation will permit.

o That aircraft crews must recognize the fact that Recognition
Cartridges (or Very Lights), if fired by aircraft after ai fire has teen opened
on then, ra; not te cistinguishatle to the grounc or naval forces

ke Thzt dowrvard recognition lights (telly lights) should be fitted.
to all troor carrier aircraft employec in an operation.

1. That ground force comanders rust realize the importance of
raking an early executive decision on use of airtorne trocps.

me That wherever :ossitle vessels should be erployec to mark troop
carrier aircraft routes at night.

n. That there was a lack of a well understooc, uniform definitiomn
of the responsitlilities of the sqgeral authorities concernec in all stage cf
airborne operations and of command in the various stages.

o« That armorec and armed combat type troop carrier aircraft should
be providec at earliest practfcable date.

Se XECELEDALIONS

The board recommencs putlication of the attached draft Training D
Yenmorandum, subject Bmployrent of Airborne Forces, to all ground, naval uﬂ oD
air forces of the Allied Porce. (See Inclosure io. 10). e

He Ao CRAIG ¥. Co CRANE
Tricacier General, AC Prigadier Ceneral, USA
F-ILTF V1A, KFE, DSC TAY ROSS

Rear idmiral, Colonel, Infantry

Royal lavy el
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BT+ Pollow-up Lift 82nd Airborme Division.
t. Commanding Jeneral, Foroe Bhﬁ. e

3.  After the initial assault by a combat team of the 82nd
‘ Division on night D-1/D, two or more combat teams will be

into HORRITIED on subsequent nights.

2. In order to speed up and simplify the procedure in launching
these 1ifts, the following arrangements, in respect to code words and

e - timings will obtain, AOC, NATAF has comcurred in these arrangements.
Combat Team Code Viord Night Aircraft Route Time
. C or TI0: 1= First Aircraft
3 o ‘ later nite (Approx- thence to lane landfall 6n
Tl as ordered imate) thru shipping to coast of
-~ : ) landfall coast of  HORKIFIED
ROMKIIAED o 2230L; - last
aircraft Approxi-
mate 2310B.
fo. 3 TR0 DALDF2 150 I v
- or later (Approx-
. night as imate)
ordered
¥o. & ATEDEL D 7 2/D £ 3 i L
or later
nicht as
‘ . orcered
foo 5 —POEAURSPD £/ 3/D £ L - L
: or later
night as
ordered

3. The Cormanding Jeneral, Force 343, will decide ty 1730 ¥ each
day whether or not an airborne team is to te flom in to I'OR:ICTED.
If the flizht is tc be made, the approximate code word followec by
BTCNIGHT™ vAll te wirelessed direct to 82nd airborne Division .aue
Airfieléd (52nd Troop Carrier Command i.in_) to reach there not later
-than 1800i. If the combat team is nct to be launched, the cocde viord
will te sent as early as possitle lollowec ly wLLTI I,

he - The message will in all caces be repeated ty Tac and iain
Hq, Force 1L1, and to the troop Carrier Lormancs

S/ de Oe :-E\l'.k.;b,
Serieral,
volzrande r=in=Chief.

Hq Force 111, '
Copies to: Tac ilq, Force 141, Airborne acvicer rorce il {2), .
- 82nd Airborne Division, IATAF, Troop Carrier Corzaanc, 4 < . & Llie




Corrected Copy Annex IV Air lovement Table for .O4th CT TO Accampany Husky FC 41

[

HEAD(UART™RS
52nd TROOF CARRILR VING AAF
APO 650 US Army

R ————

VAEKALL
D plus 1
or D plus 2

SERIAL  A/C A/B A/C DEPART TILE OVER TDE OVER ‘
NO UNIT UNIT R UIRED  AIRPCRTS _ DEP POINT e DZ HEMARKS o
6f 313th TCG A/B Unit 37 N0 20335 B S 22:43 B De prepared to take-off 1830 D Wq'; -
. 1st Bn 504, Information reg arding times,
Routes, and DZ's, will be fum.htu‘?
> as soon ble, : iasallP
¥( i 61st TCG 2bd Bn 504 37 M&K 20145 B ] 22155 B " " ol
a# 3L4th 1CG Reg CTHQ 8
S50k
Btry A 376 FA 12 J&L 20155 B s 23105 B " n '
Btry B 376 FA 12 _
32
9 316th TCG Hy Bt 6
Btry .?376 12 G 21305 B S 233115 B " "
Co C 307
A/B Eng 9
Btry D 376 FA_8 G
35

NOTE:s last eight (8) planes indicated under serial number 9 will be loaded and flown if aircraft are available, If aircraft are

the Wing they will be assigned to 316th Group for this serial.

OFFICIAL: LOEL L. CROUCH, A=3.
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Hq 82d' A/B Div.
: AFO # L&9
. 291400B June 1543
" - h '
'}%@ﬁ . Flan for Ct 504 (less 3d En)
i * '
‘, !,., I CT 504 (less 34 Bn) ‘ ,
‘4 To move by air and drop on HORRIFIED as stated belows
.a. Cormanders Colonel R. H.Tucker SOLth Prcht Inf.
4 b. Troops: 504th Frcht Inf (lesc 3d bn)
v 376th Frcht FA Bn
* : Co G 397th 4/B Engr En
To drop on DZs of CT 505 prepared for ground action as ordered.
CT 505 will mark DXs as follows
A
a. Provide radars and operators for two DZs. ?
b. LUisplay visual siznale day or night as indicateds
At time of drop or upon approach of transports red lights .
will te displayed thus: #*
Dar and liizht * S0 yds
* A ettt
5C -3
yds
A vee of panels (.P50) thus: )
Day onlye.
" Ge Cne com:and plane vwill recede flijht, verify Dks, éon ct
€1 S5CE by racdio (Frequency 5170 l.c, code sign D Day, C\Zj
U plus 1, YCDs
L plue 7, SLig
D plus 3, aiSs
L plus k, CrU;
’ D rlus €, OC:;
direct TC cquadron to DZs.
- ‘ d. CT 507 will notify lst Inf Div of time anc place of dror.

« 2n¢ Troor Carrier Wing will notify L.l cof time arc place of drope

B LR -— L ]
e Flon ITL :

—— . - i .

¢ drep on e in the vielnity of ..2IIt anc ve prepared for

yround action as ordered.

CT 50f will mark NXc in the sumc manner as described in Flan RED.,

-1-
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3. Pan HUE

Tod rop on DZs near FIBULA and be prepared for ground action as
ordered.

‘Preht Lnd with 3d Inf Div will be responsible for marking DZs as
described in plan RED. -

4. Plan GREEN
To mover Serials 11 - 1l inclusive, Division Hq Forward Echelon and
.1st. Bn CT 325 Clider Inf, by glider to land in the vicinity of
FATELIO prepared for ground action as ordered.

Em 505 will mark two or more landing fields as described in Flan

- CT 505 will prepare landing fields by removal of otstacles, inc—
luding mines, cutting down trecs, etc., ueing prisoner lator, if
available. d

5. Plas PURPLE :

Dependent upon gliders or planes available, to move Serials 15-26
inclusive, consisting oft

Glicder Loads Plane Loads
Btry A 3 19th Glider FA Bn (less det) 16

A LST Plat Co A 307th A/B Engr Bn 4
g H & S Co 325th Glider Inf 27
;g Regtl lied Det 325th Clider Inf 2
B 2nd Bn 325th Glider Inf 64
2 S Ptry B 319th Glider Fi In (less 3 glider
loads) 13
319th Glider FA Bn (less Det) L7
" 320th Glider FA Pn 50 ‘
307th A/B led Co (less Adv Det) . 20
Co A 307th A/B Engr En _ 9
82d A/B Div Rear Echelon (leéss Base Echelon) 15
80th A/B AA Pn 73

Prepared to go by clider to land on airfield or landing stripe.
" 6. Plan FROWN

- 2d Bn 509th Prcht Inf (39 plane loads) tc e preparec to ‘ulle off
four hours after return of planes from :revious lifts,




VEMORANDUN: . ‘ B ‘

K}

This document hes Jjust been received, and 1ls issued to you at this

time for cursory exarination only, in order that you may determine whether -

»

sy

vou wish to make a more detailed stucy of the document. OQther sections
have an interest in this document, and should have the same early opportunity
for cursory examination. Your ccoperation in prompt return of the document

to G=2, for further circulation, will be apprecciated,
\

It will assist the G-2 Section in issuing the document to you at a

.

f you will cell for it by the "G-2 No." shown on the face of

later date 1
1- AN
.the document,
r7es ;s
/ eopies cof this item keve been received and ere in circulation.

, DL
31 dul 43 - rr ‘ G-2



HEADGUARTERS 82nd ATRECKE DIVISICH
Ae Fo 00 469, U. So &rmy

3C June, 1943

SUtJECT: xec, Vhite, Flue, Greer, Purple and Erown Lessages.
0 ¢t Chiefl of Staff.

1. kecormend the following prearranged code tetwveen
General Rid.rxy and Seneral Taylors

Leaning : kessage
Put# rlan into efi'ect ats
l. D Da}' - le Wears Pyjanas
24 D Plus 1 2 Car:'y‘l- Hat
3. D Plus 2 3. Prea bottle
L. D Flus 3 he Opemw ™ Knife
Se D Fluc L 5. Closew Door
6e D Flus § 6. Eat# Arrles
7. D Plus 6 7. Print» Letters
€. D Flus 7 8. Yours Eves
. 9. D Plus 8 9+ Dirty# Shirt
10. D Plus 9 100 Drink* hine
11. D Flus 1C 11. Llilke Cove
. 12, D Plus 11 12. Scrartles Ezgs
13. - D Plus 12 13. Tiew ot
1. D Plus 13 1. Picks Cherries
15. D Plus 1 15, Kiss# ~Lips
16. D Flus 15 16. Watch* light

* Insert one c¢f the following colors: Red, White
Elue, Jreecr, iurple or Prown.

Re Ko LOYD,
Lt. Col. G. S. C.
AC of S, G=3

- e et S o e Snalicl TR ol
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EIGHTY SECOND A/B DIV

, ' MACKALL TONIGHT WEAR WLITE FIJAKAS WILLIAM HOW TW SEVEN FIVE
- TWO SEVEN DARK FRIENDLY ACKNOWLEDCUE FC TAYLOR FROM RIDGWAY

118830

Recd 1030 .

i
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T0: Commanding General II Corps

R L R R

: " " h3rd Inf. Div.
o " "  1st Inf. Div.
- " ol 2nd Armored Div. - )
‘ " " 3rd Infe Dive ’ .
?;* ' Your will warn your command that om each of the nights of D/D plus
A 1 to D plus 6, all inclusive, they are to expect flighte of friendly
Sl troops omrrying TE transport planes, C-47 type, approaching coast

vicinity SAMPIXRI following northwesterly courses, generally two to
four miles inland at altitude below 1000 feet, leaving coast in vicinity
Iicata. (Bights will pass between 2230 and 2400 hours approximatelye
Length of flight approximately forty minutes. Flights will drop .
parachutists of release gliders. Advise respective laval Commanders.

N COPY

This message sent by CG, AF, to all ground units.
Copy was furnished me by Gen. Swinge.

/s/ He. L. CLARK
Commanding.
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HEA UASL £2°5
821D TROOP Chii.lE:. WwIliG, Al
650, UeSe army

12 July 1943
FRClls  GBOO, 11 Jul; 1943
TO : 02CC, 12 July 15
0T lue to the circumstancec urder which this report is rendered report
w11l consis® cnly of a nission report for LUSKY lLo. 2-for waich this wing
vias ordercc 11 <ul-r 1943,
l. Orcups: (lst, 313th, 3luth, 314th.

2o Scuntrons: all corciitted.

3. Liscion Identification: HUSEY lo. 2 — Ll airplanes (C-L7 and C-23).

L. Yeriod Cov.red ty ieport: 1500, 11 July 19L3 =- €300, 12 Julv 1943

£. Route Followed: is designated:s iIrom rencezvous over KURIATE IS14ANDS,
thence to Scuthern ti; of LALL., thence to prescrited corridor at
Southern tip of SICILI, thence lorthiezt to designated DZ. Houte
varied in many instances due to fire from rresurably friendlj naval
and greund forces compelling airplanes “c turn irland in many instances
after entering corridor and to fly lorthwest ¢l D2 for many riles
tefore leaving SICILY for hore.

Ce Weather ancd VisilLility: Gemerally sood, acccrdin: to varied rerorte
om Groupse. Scattered stratus clouds from LALTA 4o SICIIY. daze
cver SICIIY and light scattered clouds over DZ area. W.ing maviiator
vho {lew mi:sion reports weather eneraliy as forecast as to winds
and viei%ility.

Te iir Contact with Inery: Three Jroups report rone. 213th Group reports
one ene night fighter seen over lanc. alsc reports surmise that .
raval vessels off-shcre were teing bomtad from high altitude. This
report ma- te irportant. If true, it may rartially erplain firing
on cur 2irrlanes by our ovn naval craft. “hres y:.lot‘, this Sroup
report enert a/c firing on naval vessels anc straffin’ teach positions.
tevever, af/c have not definitely identified at this hour,,

e air Contarct vith . Friendly aircraft: Three Jroupc rejort rncne, with
exceLtion of C=4f and C=53 tyye. clst arcug re;orte deeing one P-hO
vicinity Lic.T. on return flisht

9« air Contact with Unicentified aircrafis: Lan;* unicertilied airplanes
are reyorted off-shore. also scme airplanes unicerntiried at Do area.
6lst Group reports 1 a/e atiacked ot DZ by tiin-en-ine fighter. L
1i;ht torters with tlue licht on wins tif seen ne .r lilke. Une un-
identified pursuit leavingDZ. One sin:le teil t:in =i_ine a/c negr
LiCatae 1 a/c seen tc crash neir . (UiCa. -~

10. Contact with Enemy Naval Craft: All groups report none. -
1l1. Contact with Friendly Naval Craft: Many naval and nerchant mséla, -
presumat 1y friencly, off @"m, ¢l LILCSA, off ITRIATE ISIANDS, off = ===

SICIIY. iieavy naval fire on aur airplarec reportec ty all grcups at
varying locations. One grour reports naval fire on our airplanes at
TALTA (313th). Two pilots report firing stopped when pyrotechincs
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1A,

17.

12.

L Wy e

S
t

A
were displdyed. Other report naval fire continued, repardless of
recognition signals.
Contact with Unidentified Naval Craft: TFive small craft in formation
heading for TALUAL Seven freighters heading to sca from SOUSS®. Six
frclﬂhters off 1I.OSL. Two battleships between MALTA and SICTL
Vessels not definitely identified. Generally, all renorts indicate
heavy 4a fire from practically all vessels enccuntered.

Contact with Enemy Cround Install.tions: Fire frem aa (Loth light and
heavy ), fire from shore Lavierics, fire from nachine cuns along entire
corridor route reported Ly all c1emcnts. wxbremely leavy Lire from
ULLA and LICATA areas irom ; presunably friendl; trooLa. Vo grougs
(313th and 6lst) report ¢Jrlnb on parachuiists at DZ arca fronm cround
forces telow. ,

Signal Communicatirns: .adio silence naintained bty all Creougs with
exception of Lmerbencv ~+ir Sea Tescue yrocedure. udlMOLAL Leacon con-
tacted. Leacons-at [alTda and FArTTIIE-IL wealk., Al pyrotechnics
expended Ly majority of a/c. In many instlances naveal vescels did not

S

challenge and did not reco:mize gigrals. i‘ecormition gigrals ignored

b yround forces. ’ ' \
Cacgualties: Cusualties were treat with many azrp¢ane Crevs ce louf%v
A !

wounded and ruany dewd from Crgfhes. -t this hour it ic too carly to
definitely determine total casualtiec. Fowever, with 2¢ a/c rissins it .
is rafe to ascure that casuvaltier verc a: ‘trenely heuvy, Enow ceat at
this hour tetal 20. inovn vicundad at thic heur tolal 10.

fauipment Loct or Damaged: 20 a/c are reported miesing at this hovr,

S
rany of vhich vere scen to crash by our airri~ne creve. lst Zrou
rerorts cne a/c !mown to huve Leen shot ¢own by naval convoy, 3 a/@
Lelieved to have cruched after having teen fired upen. In addition -
to 25 missing, Ving A-3 rerorts 37 additional ¢ 2/c rendercd non-opera-
tional by ground and naval artion. ’ '

Difficulties Incountered £lct Crouwp rejort @i fliculty in locating
DZ cue to rmachine [uns f¢re at this point vhich killed and wounced
aratroopers seneraelly, all sroup elcrments recched desiznated TZ on
J 3 g od &

schedule desyite heavy aa fire long route and despite poor sround
visibility cue to haze and sncke. Jeoula not hold stirai_ it course due
te Jrownd fire. 313th Group reporte:  YOn what information indicated
vas friendly tcrritory was found to te more “enferous tran vhat in-
forrmation indicated as hostile territory

vas lriefin, adecuate? 411 <roupe agrez that irformation as tc roube
te DL and return vir correct. All ~roups agree thot Irnt<llizence ag
to enay installations was correct. sovever, all Jredre urree that
clearance that {light over SICITY ac friendly wervitor wme definitely
incorrect., ’

- -
f}

Vas hiccion Succersful?
“nd airkerne opceretlicont tac
succercful. rsor eraryle, 3134:
carried at or neur DZ, with ereey

i1l, the other iprsterizal)., 2104 \

dh crteey tien oI throe lowls 1510” woers retarned to howe tase due

te Au Tire, ord inulZlit to reach L2 crea ofbap 2 parses. I% is not
‘move at this hewr 10 w1 afc -is ;lﬂg cro“xeo their losde. 21lLth
vreur rorerts incomylete at tnic “cux/rluh Cafe L1531n.. tlst Sroup
drervred - aoritve cf ruratroorers at feociiroted DI, desyite henwvyr

roint of view of trancportation of troops
2 t 2 desi nated aren the riscion vies

D Sreup reroris drosping ail raratrocrers
‘t cnr of Wy men, (Cnn naratrocyer
torerorts ¢rorrin all paratroc crers

/
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ground fire. b

Conclusions: The mission was successful so far as dropping equipment
and personnel was concerned. It was disastrous so far as losses to
this Wing are concerned.

liscellaneoust .issing a/c and crews at this nour are as followss

©lst Te Co Group.........h
313“1 Te Co Group...o.....B
BIhtlt Te Co ;rroup......-..h
316th Te Co JrcuUpessesesel?

TOLAJI..................23

appropriate conclusion to this report is cxpressed in woras of 7/0
Anderson and Lt. larpster, rilot and co-pilot of a/c lio. 505, LSth
T« Co Squadron, 316th T. C. Groups

"Sometdng should be cone ubcut friendly naval eruft Ifirin:

on use On the whole, the mission vns extremely dangercus

and costly whereas it had ro rcason to be. iswvidently, the
safest place lor us toni_ht while over SICILY wouli have been
over enemy territory",.

Jor the vormanding Cfficer:

100 Fo 2lbaloy diey
Captain, air ccrps,

a=2

e
-~

adccnda:  eport juct received: 31uth T. C. Jroup rports 3i Offi
and 2l; kEnlisted l.en rissin;’ in action as '

c
LS $ b N i
sisegion loe. 2

e

<
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. EISAY S E) G SRS T3




i ‘J.sJJ%U.' e ki At
. - PR T
Taew St ntd

52116 T-;OU‘ Ct‘.;
prs of oL 7 (J U v. t.I'}"’:,'

SULJECT: Operational Heport.

¢ : Comnanding General, ..-F Troop Carrier Command
PI’O‘/), 111"0 760’ Lo 50 p‘.m .

1. 6lst Troop Cerrier Sroup:

27

Ke

. - Crass anc burned in Il L 5 0= ‘issirg uninotne.
1 ashed anc burned in flal,; 3 - iissing unlnomn

Ie.

€. 995

3w

£. ‘telieved all shipus miszing or losi due.to friencly ... fire,.
& 2. 313th Troon Carricr Zroup:

a. 36

0

jre
°

c. 38

de 1 - gun fire, 2 - wnlncm. X ‘

e. 957 '

£+ Heavy and intense flak from ffiendly forces.

3. Lth Troop Carrier lrour:

de L - reasons unknovm.

€. .rOom Tar rooperc standpoint 907 efficient - From air Corps
standn01nt due domage 357 ef“icient.

—

be L unalle to rewch I3

[
*
T
Q
AV

Poor liaison between Air, Cround and Kaval

J i
*

By orcer of Colonel CLaRK:

#a. # 4/C participating in mission)
b, A/C not reaching destination) ' S/ WILLIAY 7. FATRAN
Ce f A/C returnec, after mission )
de # £/C missing. VILLIAL F. LavRal,
€e rerccntabe of efficiency of mission) 1st. Lt., 4ir Corps, .
f. teason for railure to complete miscion.) adjiutant 23/
ul

_
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HEADQUARTERS

NAAF Troop Carrier Command (Prov), '
A. P, 0. 760, U.S5. Army : F-l-gcb

15 July 1943

SUBJECT: Operation FUSTIAN (Subsequent Mission 51st Troop Carrier Wing
and lst British Airborne Division).

B\ Commander in Chief, Allied Force Headquarters,
THRU: Commanding General, Northwest African Air Forces.

1. The second assault mission in connection with HUSKY Plan for
occupation HORRIFIED was performed on night of July 13-14, or D plus 3,
by subjett units,

2. Originally, plans showing routes, altitudes and schedules to be
used were submitted for approval and for information to Ground and Naval
forces to effectccordination., These plans were approved but exact routes
could not be prescribed at Conference at 141, 22 June 1943, However, ten-
tative routing from "Malta to the East of Cape Passero, thence North to
Dropping Zones" was established at conference, One 12 July 1943, message
was received from Hq, 15th Army Group establishing the following route for
FUSTIAN, quote "Aircraft Routing for Operation FUSTIAN an follows - South
of HOBGOBLIN as before. Five miles east of Cape Passero, five miles east
of Cape Surro di Porco. Five miles east of Cape St. Croece. Thence to
Dropping Zone. Return route as previously arranged", end quote,

3. a. Message received from competant authority states that in
order to expedite airborne movement, the "Seventh Army will ad-
dress to 82nd U.S. Airborne Division and Troop Carrier Command,
Eight Army will address to lst British Airborne Division and
Troop Carrier Command. Both Armies will repeat message to C,
in C., Mediterranean Air Command, "

b. At approximately 2:35 Peme July 13th, 1943, message was re-
ceived by 51st Troop Carrier Wing from lst British Airborne
Division that the mission FUSTIAN would be performed. In accor-
dance with instructions, it was assumed that the proper coordin-
ation had been arranged and Naval and Ground units notified as
to routes, altitudes und time that Troop Carfier Aircraft would
be in their area,

¢+ In response to message, this headquarters, requesting infor-
mation as to operational restrictions, we were advised as fol-
lows by 15th Army Group, quote "No report no operational restri-
ction for FUSTIAN operation anticipated definite decision will
be made if any operational instruction necessary early 13 July,n
end quote,

Troop Carrier representative at Malta reports that the Navy was con-
tacted by General Browhing's office when cecision was made to the Affirma-
tive, and were given exact courses, timing, altitude and aprroximate number
of aircraft involved. A check was made with the Navy Operations to see
that this information was sent to @ll Navsl and Shipping craft.

It was also reported from Malta Control Room that excellent Naviga-
tion to and from the traget through corridors designated was displayed by
sircraft crews. lessage received from Malta Operations, quote "Lt, Simpkins,
Pilot, slightly injured, Lt, Mason, Co-pilot, killed, other personnel
injured, dumage resulted from flak from convly about fifteen miles northe
east of Island near Cape Passero, Damage to plane flown by Kajor Nowotny
who landed with Simpkins at Cozo was damaged by same convoy," Many reports
indicate sume stroy as above, ,
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Hq. NAAFTCC, Subject: Opera{tion FUSTIAN, dated 15 July 1943, Cont'd.

There is no question but that the Allied Navies in water on our
‘routes fired upon and destroyed Troop Carrier aircraft. This is not in
form of accusation but a further effort to assist in effecting coordination,

Le MISSION:-

as The mission "FUSTIAN" as set up and put into effect.on D plus
3 day (13th July 1943) was carried through with the following
commants and effects.

b. The prupose of the mission was to attack and hold strategic
positions on the.Island of Sicily in the vicinity of Catania,

c. The force involved consisted of one hundred and five Troop
Carrier aircraft, twenty threecAlbermarles (RAF) aircraft and
eight Halifax (RAF) aircraft, the latter two types towing eleven
Horsa and- eight Wacco gliders. The land forces involved were
made up of the lst Airborne Division (British). There were

one thousand nine hundred and forty seven officers and men of
this organization involved.

d. At the scheduled time of take off, approximately 1900 hours,
one hundred and twenty-nine of the scheduled one hundred and
thirty five aircraft became airborne and proceeded on. the
assigned mission., Of the one hundred and tventy nine, twenty-
six aircraft returned early due to engine trouble and intense
flak both off-shore and over the Dropping Zone. Pilots report-
ed flak from the tii e they left Malta to tlme of return.

5. losses Suffered in Personnel and AMrcraft:-

a. Estimate forty-four (44) officers and men missing.

b. Ten (10) casualties and two (2) deaths were verified from
return ships.

c. Estimate 1300 paratroopers dropped on "Dropping Zone." Two
hundred (200) missing and four hundred thirty seven (h37)
returned to base with aircraft. '

d. Total of eleven (1l1) ships missing, of which four (4) are
RAF. One ship confirmed destroyed, 40% of aircraft out of
commission.

: 6. Report of 5lst Troop Carrier ¥ing, which is attached and made a
part hereof, indicates the following:-

a. Attack upon our aircraft by friendly Naval forces, after
assurance our entry corridors were approved and all concerned
notified.

b. Obviously there existed a definite lack of coordination be-
tween Air and Sea units.

c. Mission successful as paratroop operation, costly due to
friendly Naval action. .

d. Enemy fire inaccurate, Allied Nuvul fire very accurate and
concentrated. e need their cooperation.

7. Recommendations:-

a. That a more rapid means of control be established for dis-
patching emergency air missions. Complicated proceedure now
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Hqe NAAFTCC, Subject: Operation FUSTIAN, dated 15 July 1943, cont'd.
exists and involves going through too many commands.
b. That Maval and Grougd units be instructed not to fire on

aircraft unless proven hostile when there is a possibility
that Troop Carrier aircraft are in vicinity.

0 c. That definite entry and exit corridors route be establi-~
shed to avoid necessity of coordinating each individuel
emergency resupply mission between our forces.

8. Our losses in aircraft by friendly and enemy action have been
large, but both missions wherein we hzve been fired upon by friendly forces
have been highly successful. This ccntribution to the effort justifies
any losses we have sustained; it is the responsibility of all to avoid un-
necessary losses due to lack of coordination. The future development and
progress of airborne employment depends on coordination of land, sea and
air forces. Every effort must be made to profit by this bitter experience
and provide adeaquate dissemination of information as rapidly as possible.

s/ Paul L. ‘illiams

t/ PAUL L. “ILLIAMS

Brigadier General, USi
Gommanding.

TTTTT
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SUBJECT:

1.
2.

3.

4e
5e

6.

7.

8,
9.

10.

S

@

HEADQUARTERS FIFTY FIRST TROOP CARRIER WING

Report of "FUSTRIAN"

A.P.0. 760

mission.

,

L, July 1943

Commanding General, NAAF Troop Carrier Command (Prov),

Groups: 60th, 62nd and 38th RAF Ving.

Sggadron': All committed.,

Mission Identificati

Period covered by report:

on: Fustian - 135 a/c (108 C-47's, 23 Albe-
marles, 7 Halifaxes, 1l Horsas, 8 Vacos), ‘

1900, 13 July - 1600, 14 July.

Route Followed: As deéignated from rendezvous over Kuriate
Point, and thence 40° for 68 miles,

Islands, to Delimare

thence 26° for 32 miles,

thence 348° for 16 miles, thence 326°

for 14 miles, thence 273° for 13 miles to the DZ area., A
left turn and a course of 93° for 23 miles, thence returning
slightly to east and south of route out. Numerous variations
from this route were made in the general target area, in
attempt to take evasive action from anti-aircraft fire,

Weather:. CAVU, A sample report was: "iind Wi 14 mepehe
from Halta out. 90° wind, 8 m.p.h. from Malta in." A few
reports mention slight haze in DZ area.

Air contact with enemy:

Only one of our a/c reports having

two enemy fighters on his tail going into DZ area.

AMr contact with frieadly aircraft: None,

Alr contact with unidentified aircraft: Above 70% of our a/c

report that they experienced anti-aircraft fire from naval

vessels directed at

or near them,

This action took place in

some cases as much as ten miles off shore, especially off

Cape Passero and in the Cape lurro di Porce area. One a/c

at 3 miles ¥ of Syracuse. Stick #8 reports
seeing one a/c crash into sea near Calabernardo ¢nd three

a/c crash into sea Just south of the Simeto River mouth,

reports being fired

apparently from anti-aircruft fire from friendly ships

nearby. One a/c reports that at this point the colors of the
day were fired, but that the barr«ge continued. 4 few others
report that fire from the naval vessels ceased at this signal.
A large convoy was sighted directly below at 2340 between

Linosa and Malta, flyi

Halifax making report.,

ng ballons at 1000' according to the

Contact with unidentified naval craft: Several ships of the

60th Group observed a boat firing on them from the mouth of
river Simeto. It was not determined whether or not this

vessel was friendly,




. : ; G TN
OIS - 3
- p; , p
S 2 f
M bt
pas -

-Ltre. Hqe 51st TC Wg, Subj.: chort of FUSTIAN Mission, cond't.

1.

12,

13.

15,

16,

17.

18,

Contact with enemy gfound installations:

&. A number of a/c report a barrage of light AA fire along
beaches south of Catania, and probably machine gun fire to
the north and south of Simeto River mouth.

b. In the area of the DZ's, 50 cal. machine gun fire was
reported S, of DZ #4 and S.W. of DZ #1, and intense light
flak well to the north of the DZ area,

c. The consensus is that from 3-6 searchlights were operating
along the coast S. of Catania. One or more a/c were caught
in these lights, but escaped them after making landfall. One
searchlight, variously reported as being slightly south and
slightly north of DZ #4, caused considerable trouble and ob-
liged several of our a/c to take evasive action.

Signal communications: ' There have been no criticisms thus far
of communications discipline or of facilities provided for
navigation,

Casualties: 60th Group: 5 casualties (one, Capt. McCormack,
serious, 1 killed, Mascn ., 2nd Lt.)
62nd Group: 3 casualties
38th W;ng : 2 casualties,

. Equipment lost or daﬁaged' At the present writing 13 of our
a/c are still missing: 8 CO47's of the 60th Gp., 1 C-47 of the
62nd Gp., and 3 Albermarles and 1 Halifax of the 28th Ving.

Difficulties encountered:  Above any other difficulties encoun-
ered was that the following the prescribed course in the face of
constant anti-aircraft or machine gun fire along the route

and the approached to the DZ area., The evasive action of our a/c
not only made it difficult for them to locate the DZ's, but

also injured some parachutists, thus preventing jumps.

Yias briefing adequate: Individual reports from pilots not yet
received by A-2 section, ifing Headquarters, .

Was mission successful? From the point of view of the trans-
portation of airborne troops, the mission can be counted about

75% successful, but was disastrous so far as losses to this 'ling
are concerned. In spite of the difficulties encountered, prelim-
inary reports indicate that 62 aircraft dropped their parachutists
or released their gliders at the appointed location, and 17 more
within 1/2 mile. (Report of sticks dropped by planes down at Maltz
not received at time of this repori).

Missing personnel: l/e must assume, for the present that the crews
of the l4 aircraft still missing are also lost.

For the Commanding General:

OWEN C, BIRT.VISTLE,
Lt. Col, Air Corps,
Chief of Staff.
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Report on Alrborne Operations.

'HU 5 K '

Between nights 9/10th July, 43 and 16/17th July, 43.

l. Plans.

(a) I (Br) Airborne Division.

Three operations were planned.

(i) Night 9/10th July (D-I/D) - Glider Operation.

Force - 1 Airlanding Bde (Two Bns. A/Tk guns, R.E. &
Medical

Mreraft - 137.

Gliders - 10 Horsas
127 Viacos.

Objectives- lst. - Bridges over canal (127293) and ry
(115294) SOUTH of SYRACUSE.
2nd. - Western outskirts of SYRACUSE.
Exploitation into the town if little
opposition.

Timings. Gliders to be released between 2210 hrs and
2230 hrs 3,000 yds'out to sea at height of
1,900 ft (?acos{ and 4,000 ft (Horsas).
Landing Zones - WEST of PENISOLA DELLA MADDA=-
LENA for Viacos and in fields near canal bridge
for Horsas.

Routing, Via S.E. corner of MALTA - CAP PASSARO (S.E. é;
corner of SICILY) - thence along EAST cocast ’

keeping 3,000 yds out to sea to landing Zones,
Aircraft to return same route,
RESULT.

Weather Conditions.

There was a half moon at 230° from the Landing Zones.

- A high wind got up during the afternoon of the 9th July and at

the time of cesting off the gliders it was estimated as 30
m.p.h. This made conditions bumpy and should have only increa-
sed the difficulties of navigation to a limited extent but in
fact caused considerable errors.

Pilots were briefed correctly on the strength of the wind
s¢ that allowance for drift should have been calculated. '

The following figures are estimated from information
collected up to date. ‘

‘Take Off.
Aircraft - 134
Gliders - 134
Release and-Landings/....

- Vi




Release and Landings.

12 Gliders approximately in the correct landing zone.
75 Gliders somewhere in the S.E. part of the island,.
The remainder landed in the sea. .
There were no tug aircraft missing from this operation,
- These figures are still subject to amendment.

Effective Force in action on Landing.

Only 8 Officers and 65 OR of different units reached the canal
br during the night 9/10th July and held it till 1530 hrs, 10th July.
At that time there were only four officers and 15 ORs unwounded and
this force was closely surrounded by approximately a Battalion of
the enepy supported by Field Artillery and mortars. '

By 1530 hrs the small party had been forced to withdraw along
the SOUTH bank of the canal almost to the edge of the sea. The enemy
were in control of the br which he was in a position to blow if he
had time and material available. This critical situation was relieved
when patrols of the 17 Inf Bde, 5 Div arrived and drove the enemy NORTH
of the br which was found to be intact.

The Airborne party took over the defense of the br again while
the 17 Inf Bde advanced across it.

At 2100 hrs, 10th July, H2 1 Airlanding Bde arrived at the br.

Glider loads of the Airlanding Bde which landed in the wrong

Landing Zones attacked every Italian post found and contributed greatly
to the general disorganisation of the beach defenses.and reserves.

CONCLUSION.

The operation was a reasonable one and well planned. Its object
was achieved i.e. the canal br was held intact and SYRACUSE was
cleared by the 5 Div without trouble.

‘The route via MALTA and CAP PASSERC was straightforward and easy.

The high wind was not allowed for sufficiedtly either during
navigation or for the height and distance from the coast gliders
were cast off.

Although there was no flak within thousands of yards of the glider
release point, there is no doubt that the inexperience of the pilots in

flying near Flak induced them to cast off too soom and too far out to
58a. .

Judgement of distance out to sea from a coast line had not been
practised suificiently. A ¢.oast line appears to be almost underneath
" the aircraft when flying at 1,500 ft and 3,000 yds out to sea.

Navigation generally was bad. This is proved by the small number
of gliders which landed even reasonably close to the Landing Zone.

With the present standard of navigation, it will be essential

in the future to lanu small parties of troops, piloted by picked
aircrews, before the main landing to put out lights or other aids..

The results acheived/...s




The results acheived on this, our.first glider landlng, do
not shake my confidence in the value of gliders for carrying
alrborne troops to the battlefield by night.

It is a matter of obtaining good aircraft, good experienced
crews, and above all, of training.

CASUALTIES. (22 July)
(

29 Officers and 583 ORs are still mlsslng, but this number is being
reduced daily.

(i) Night 10th/11th July (D/Dfl - Parachute Operation.

This operation was planned to capture the br at 042498 and the
high ground WEST of and overlooking AUGUSTA.

Owing to the disorganisation of the defense and the speed of
5 Div's advance this operation was cancelled during the afternoon of

A/ o
(1ii) Might 13/14th July (D{B/D/a) - Parachute Operation.

The objective was the-bridge over R. SIMETO and is the only
crossing over this obstacle which controls the exits from the high
ground into the CATANIA plain.

. The only chance of prevénting the blowing of the bridge was
to lagnch an airborne force to surprise the defenders, seize it
and hold it till the arrival of the leading troops of 13 Corps..

Force. - 1 Parachute Bde (less half a bn) and Gliderborne

A, Tk guns, R.E. and Medical,

Aircraft. - 124

Gliders. -~ 11 Horsas
6 Wacos

" Timings. - 2220 hrs - One Para Coy to drop close to.
bridge to overpower the immediate defence and
remove the charges.
2240 hrs - 2328 hrs -~ iain body.
2353 hrs- - Glider force.,
Routing.

Owing to the shipping traffic and the A.A. defence zones around
the peaches vhich extended 11,000 yds out to sea, the aircraft vere -
routed ten miles clear of the SICILIAN EASTERN coast after leaving MALTA.
This made a correct landfall at the moutn of R. SIMETO difficult.
RESULT
The following is the summary of the take off and landings.

Tzke Off Parachute aircraft - 107
Tugs and Gliders =~ 17

Parachute dropping.

56 aircraft dropped tiheir troops on or near the D.Z.'s.
27 returned to base without dropping owing to losing their way
or Fla-ko )

-2l dropped their/....

;"‘_—3_ - - 39
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- 24 dropped their troops in variocus places a long way from D.2's,

Gut of all parucnute zircraft which took off ten are missing but
five of the cre.s are safe.

Glider Landings, 13 Gliders were released successfully and
landed except for 1 which crasked.

3 gliders damaged during take off.

1 landed in the sea off Sicilian coast.

1 tug aircraft is missing,

Effective Force in action on landing.

Approximately 200 Parachute troops and five 4. Tk guns got into
action agiainst the br, captured it and removed the charges. The br
was intact, .

Throughout the following day 14 July the strength of the force grew
as those of the Bde vho had been dropped astray rejoined their units.
The br and the high ground SOUTH of it was held throughout the day
but owing to casualties and enemy pressure the Bde Comd ordered a
withdrawal as soon as it was dark to the high grougd to the SOUTH the
loss of which would have prejudiced the advance of the 13 Corps. Early
the next morning the 13 Corps reached the br which was still intact.

COHCLUSION.

1 Para Bde carried out the task it was given. The loss of this

crossing over R. SINETO would have produced a serious delay in the
EIGHTH ARMY'S advance,

The operation was not a satisfactory one from an airborne point
of view as it entailed flying through Flak and dropping in or very
near enemy defences. :

It was well planned and, except for too many aircraft failing to
reach the correct dropping zones, it was well carried out against
considerable odds,

CASUALTIES. .
18 Officers and 470 CRs are still missing (22nd July).

The number of missing is gradually being reduced as ships returning o 2
from SICILY come in, , ot

(b) 82nd (U.S) Airborne Division. | .

, One assault operation and a aurker of foiiow—up lifts were planned.
The latter were to take place in the daylight with fighter escort.

The plan was received very late, it entailed a decision by the
C-in-C as to the feasibility and value of carrying out the follow-up -
lifts and little or no warning of its scope had been received by
Airborne Adviser.

(i) Night 9/10th July;ﬁD—l/D)'~ Parachute Operation.

Force. = R.C.T. of One para Regt plus one para bn, one
Arty para #n and R.E. and Medical,

Aircraft. - 220 (all C47s)
Cbjectives/....
-l -




Obgectiveé ~ The high ground and rd junctions six miles
EAST of GELA.

This controls the exits of the beaches four .
miles to the SOUTH over which 1 (U.S.) Div was
landing. 1t vas a well chosen objective and
a fitting task for airborne troopse

Timings. = The first aircraft was due to drop at 2330 hrs
and the last at 0006 hrse

Houting. - Via S«E. cornér of 1iiLTa, thence NOKTH to coast of
SICILY, ‘then WESI along coast to lake two miles EAST
of CELA, then due 1'ORTH to dropping zoneSe

IESULT

The same weather conditions obtained as for the Lritish operation.

Owing to bad navigatior the 1.0 .T. were dropped very widely
dispersed, but the objective vas captured, counter-attacks which
jincluded tanks were successfully beeten ofi and lhe operation had a
decisive effect on the successful landing and the advance inland of
the seaborne forces. There ic little coubt that the action of the
American airborne troors speeded up the landing and advance inland
by at least L& hrse :

Losses. Aircraft - 8 missinge
(ii) Might 10/11th July (D/Del) - Fly in of second lift.
Approximately 170 aircraft flew in a second ReC.1e Dy night.

In spite of early verning to the Navy and Tth irmy, and a vide
lane six miles wide being laid dovm by the havy, twenty=-three aircratt
were lost mostly due to action of cur own /A

(iii)

Day 16th July. (Deb)

. The Hy persornel of 2.C.T!'s were flown in successfully, escorted
by fichters, in 51 aircraft..

2 . R COICI.:Q. SIONS .’ N
(a) Control and Stafi.

It is not realised :et that the plannin‘, staffvork anc¢ control
during opcratiions of airtorne forces inigd te centraliced to & very
sre.t extent. The experiencec in HUSIY are cuoted ac a typical
exoample and it hoe tornme cut vievc oy resso rapectedly in the past.
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(17.5.) iirtornc Division under SLVIITH AITX.
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(v) Apart from this planning of the battle on the ground, all
information, photographic cover, aircraft: routing which intimately
congsrns the Navy, Air Support, dropping of dummies, provision of
stores and equipment, reconnaissance and setting up of training and

. airborne bases, was dealt with direct betwsen Airborne Forces Adviser

15th Army Group, and 1 (Br) Airborne Division. This is the correct
and most efficient procedure and worked well, ‘

The 82 (U.S) Airborne Division, on the other hand, attempted to
do everything through their 7th Army H.Qo The latter do not know
what is required nor should they be bothered with the many details
which are entirely airborne affairs, ' '

(vi) It has been abundantly proved that, although Airborne Divisions
may be used sub-allotted to formations, centralised planning and
control of all airborne matters, apart from the detailed ground plan-
ning between formations with whom they will be working after landing,
are an essential., '

(vii) The responsibility for sanctioning the launching of an airborne
operation rests with the Air C~in~C, or Senior Air Officer at Air H Qe
cohntrolling the air operations.

(b) Routing.

From the earliest stage of planning an operation which necessitates
crossing the sea, a lane or lanes must be kept permanently clear of
all shipping, and across beaches along which troop carrying aircraft
can be routed, This applies more particularly to operations after
D day when the sea traffic is less controlled than in the initial
seaborne assault, and beach defences, both sea and land are fully
organised.

A conservative estimate of our own troop carrier aircraft shot
down by our own ships and beach defences is put at 25 aircraft i.e.
over half of aircraft which are missing. The patrolling and light-
ing of these lanes by the-Navy and our own beach parties are dealt
with below under navigation, ' ,

(¢) Navigation.

In spite of the clear weather, suitable moon, the existence of
MALT: as a check point only 70 miles from SICILY and the latters
very obvious and easily recognisable coast-line, the navigation .
by the troop carrier aircrews was bad,

In the first assault by 1 (Br) Airborne Division it is estimated,
that only twenty-five per cent of the aircraft reached the correct
point for glider release and a number of these released too far
out to sea to enable the gliders to reach land,

The remaining 75 per cent released their gliders on a front of
no less than 30 miles with the result that a few only of the force reached
their objective,

In the parachute operation on night De3/De approximately 50%
of aircraft dropped their sticks on or close to their correct
Dropping “ones,

In the 82nd (U.S) Airborne Division assault the paraéhutists were
dropped as far apart as 50 and 60 miles i.e. from NOTO to LICATA.

The troops comprising both British and American Airborne Divisions
are of a very high quality and their training takes time and is
expensive, They are given important tasks which may acutely affect
the operations as a whole,

-6 - It is essenti&l/u.. /%2‘
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It is essential both from the operational and moral point of view that ener-
getic steps be taken to improve greatly on the aircrews' performance up to

date,

Intensive training in low flying navigation by‘night especiglly over
coastlines, must be organised and carried out continuously. This mugt form
part of the aircrews' training tefore they reach a theztre of war and the

standard set must be very high.

Every aid which can be made available must te used to assist the aircrews
to find the night landing or dropping zone owing to the present standard of

navigation. The lanes across the sea should be patrolled by vessels especially
detailed and trained, and lights on these vessels marking the lane must te used.

In the initial assault and at -the risk of sacrificing surprise, Qicked crews
will have to be used to land small parties to put out homing devices and lights
to guide the aircraft in. After the initial assault these parties and our

own troops inland must be warned early of the routing of troop carrying aircraft.

It is emphasised that these lanes and .routes must be laid down in the early

stages of planning. The mistake made was being over—confidgnt in the standard
of training reached by the aircrews after two months intensive training.

(d)  Follow-up operations and codewords.

The launching of an airberne operation entails the closest co-operation
of Navy and Air Forces, Codewords will envariably be used. As an instance
the follow-up assaults in Husky affected the following,

The Navy, ~ For routing over the sea. ilthough all ships had been previ-
ously warned of the routes to be flown it was necessary to
ensure that every ship of many hundreds were warned that the
flight would take place, giving time, route, height, and re-
cognition signal.

Alr Forces.- 4.0.C. MALTA for night-fighters, anti-searchlight operations,
routing past the S.E. corner of the island, warning to airfields
to look out for damaged aircraft landing and Air Sea Rescue.

HAC - for agreement that the airborne operation couldbe launched,

orders to Troop Carrier Command, Light Bombers, dummy dropping
aircraft and Air Sea Rescue. :

It is essential, for decision to be taken by the command ordering the oper-
ation as early as possible and certainly not later than 12 hours before the
time the operation is due to start. It is emphasised again that the sanction
of the Alr Officer Commanding the Air Forces in the operation must be given
before the airborne operation can be launched.

(e) Signals.

Two direct links must be established. One from the Army Commander order—
ing the operation to base airfield control and the other to airborne control
at irmy Group H..d.

‘These links must have their own frequency and must not be used for any
other purpose.

3. Parachute or Glider.

The advantage of glider-borne troops over parachute troops, wherever,
it is possible to use the former, have been demonstrated. Troops carried by
glider land in formed, even if small, bodies and can carry with them a more
liberal supply of ammunition,.transport and comparatively heavy weapons. They
can land in most country that is suitable for parachute troops but their range
may not be quite so great. Gliders can be released at a distance from their
landing zones and thus the aircraft may not have to run the same risks of
Flak that they might experience when carrying parachute troops; this is part-
icularly important while our main troop-carrying and tug aircraft are the wyl-
nerable C47s as at present. Gliders themselves, having been released in the

-7 - correct placesse.oo
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sorfect place, are difficult flak targets. On the other hand, it is almost cer-
tafnwthat in future emall advance parties will have to land ahead of the gliders
to mark landing gones with small lights; this should normally be perfectly
feasible and should not forfeit surprise unduly. -

There is probably more risk of parachute éroops being dropped in the
" wrong place than.thmro.is'of gliders being released incorrectly.

Le Summary of aircraft losses and navigational accuracye.

, It must be emphasised that the C47 (or DC3) aircraft, which forms the
major part of the troop-carrying and tug aircraft available, was designed
as the standard pre-war freight and passenger carrying A/C in America. It
is a reasonably suitable aircraft for the moment, as regards load-carrying
capacity and range, and it is extremely reliable and maneuverable,

. It suffers, however, from the very serious disadvantages that it is un-
armoured and unarmed and has not got self-sealing tanks. The latter disadvan=-
tage, besides making the aircraft very vulnerable, has a particularly demor-—
alising effect on the pilots. It is of the greatest importance, if we are to
continue using these aircraft in large numbers for airborne operations that
self-gealing petrol tanks should be fitted urgently. '

An armed and armoured airecraft capable of dropping parachutists and towing
both the Horsa and Waco glider is an urgent operational requirement if the
great. future of airborne operations is to be realised,

The B24 (USA) is the type required and it is understood that production
has reached a formidable figure,

(a) Total aircraft used - 352
(v) Total sorties flowﬁ - 666
(¢) Total missing - 42 (At least ten crews known to be safe-
up to the present time),
(d) Percentage losses: : .
’ Total sorties - %
Total original number
of aircraft - 11%

(e) Air Chief Marshal
Tedder's estimate of ‘
losses before the operation - 20% per operatien.

(f) Percentage of pilots who .
failed to drop their - 15% (Proved on De3/De4, 1 Para Bde
troops ' operation),

(g) Percentage of pilots who dropped - 60%
their troops or cast their gliders
over the wrong area owing to bad
navigation.

5 Preliminary Bombing.

Great care must be taken to ensure that preliminary bombing, and nearby
bombing actually during the airborne flight and landings, does not so light
"up the ground by explosions and fires that recognition of routes and landing
or dropping areas becomes difficult. As an instance of this, a large fire
near the lake east of GELA made the lake itself, an important landmark on the
route, very difficult to see and many aircraft lost their way at this point.

6. F‘g&}x - ’ _

In spite of the fact that only 30 per cent of aircraft released their
gliders or dropped their parachutists fairly accurately (a lesser percentage

-8 - really accurately);... /L;#'




really accurately) the airborne assaults were successful in achieving theéir
object and carrying out the tasks glven them by the Army Commanders,

Furthermore, the energetic and determined action taken by airborne
troops who were dropped many miles from their objective caused widespread
alarm, rumours and confusion among the enemy troops.

Commander, 7th Army estimates that his swift and successful landings
followed by a rapid advance inland would not have been achieved at such a
light cost or at such a speed without the action of his Airborne Division,

Commander, 8th Army has stated that the assaults of the two Bdes on the
bridges SOUTH of SYRACUSE and CATANIA, coupled with the widespread confusion
referred to above, accelerated his advance by no less than seven days,

It has been proved that the action of airborne troops, can have a decisive
effect on the battle, This has been proved in spite of the very small number
who were landed on their correct landing zones,

Specially trained crews and suitable aircraft are urgently needed if the
Allies daily increasing air superiority is to be taken advantage of in all
operations to come, .

Many mistakes were made and many lessons learnt. It should be remembered,
however, that these airborne operations at night, involving the simultaneous
use of over 350 aircraft (plus gliders) and 5,000 troops, are the first large
scale efforts of this type in the history of war to be made by any nation.

The operations started from airfields and airborne bases set up at short
notice in the bare desert and involved an outward and return flight over the
sea of about 4OO miles each way. ‘

In addition the time for training and organisation was very short. My
conclusion is that these operations were probably the most difficult which
will over be carried out by airborne troops but they completely achieved their
objectives and a corner of the veil over future pessibilities has been lifted,

(SIGNED) F.A.M, BROWNING

Major -« General
Mrborne Forces Advisor,

24th July, 1943
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Locétion of Air Connanders. 

1. The fiir c. in C. and Comﬁ&ndcra of his main forces (%Tacticel,
Straiegical, Cozstal and Troop Carrier) should he located sg\\tha{ the
Commanders of the main forces or their deputies can attend the Air L. in

C.'s daily meeting, with reprecentatives from the aruy and lNavy Ce's in Ce

‘Deily Joint Meetinrs and air Leetin:s.

973

2.. . ~ Althouzh in HUSLY difficultics vere e.periencecd in getting the
Army Inteiligence properly analysed tefore 1000 daily, the Air lLiceting had
to be held as éarly as possible for orcere itc take effect in view of the
time required for bhriefing crews and deciding tomb loads. In HUSKY it was,
therefore, neceésary to hold the Air Meeting befo;é the Joint lieeting, which
meant- that the Air lleeting had to antibipato the requirements c¢f the otner

+ - services. In future ecver; effort should te made to have the Joint leeting

first.

Airtorne Troopse.

3 lo airborne operations should be undertaken cr even nlanned
withqﬁt the prior concurrence of the .ir Ccmmander. Airborne opcrations
are air operations until the drop of release is made. wuettions of fighter
protection, routing, neight, time of despatch arc air matters upon vhich
the Air Commarder must have the_finai say.

L. | There shouid be a Jeneral Officer in charge of all airtorne
operations; who should worl: in clogce touch with the Tactical Air Force
Cormander.

5.‘ The standard of navigation of transvort aircrafi pilots mpst'bé
very highe

6. Tfansport pilots must have had some pfevious operutional
exp.rience in order that they will not te confused L3 intense s.h. firé.

Te- _ Clear and effective weurning must te given to all ships and

vean, ub
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craft over which the transport aircraft are likely to fly. :

8. Routing must be arranged so that aircraft avoid passing over

large concentrations of ships and craft. In fact proper #safety lenes" must

be allowed for as on D day of HUSKY to avoid aircraft veing shot down by

our own forces, &s happened both in the U.S. and lritish secﬁors after

D day,‘althouéh detailed routing had been agreed vith Naval and Army

Cormanders. ‘

' ( Fe Airborne troops should only ée used in their sfecified ascault
roles, they should not he used as ordinary military reinforcements, wﬁich
should be fed in by sea.

10. In airborne operations Qiréraft must te given concidcrablé

letitude in conditions of approach, and other services should, within reasonabfc

linmits, zive wey to air considerations, especiclly when night operations

are entailed.

application of Air Dffort and Eomb Line.

1. It is the Air Commander's responsibility o aprortion air eftort
tetween Ilaval, iZilitery and Air Tarcets. It ic essehtial that he has
almost hour to hour information on intentioné of Lavy ancd Army Commanders.
In particular the Arrmy must ;ive a lomb line twice a day: vithout precise
information on the bomb line, no uir effort cun le risueé cloce to the '
area of land cpcrit;ons.

12. In operation LLGITY there wus little dilliculty on the haval cide,
bat there vas considerukle difficult:r in bltainin; an oaecureie picture of

land cperaticn, and of the intentions of the Army Corminderc. For examnle,

on the U.S. frent onlyr one reyreort vac received in LE hours.

Alr Sumremant,

R ald

13. During the firot four dwrs of HUSYY ithe nuibar of allied sorties
vas wore tain ten tirmes a5 reat in the tattle arca as encmy sorities, and

the propertion was sicadily tecomin; jreater. wrther, our aircralt rerained
Jor much lon cr jeriowe In fhe Lattle area, so thot lhe cﬁunces of airor;fﬁ

P

teing driencly wae 20 or 30 to 1. lL.cvertheless, Loth wchore and afloat
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aircraft, even vwhen in formation above the agrced height, were shot at. We

suffered more 1osses in alrcraft shot down or damaged by our own fire than

we suffered from enemy action.

. It seems clear that special rules will be needed in future

combined operatiens, depending on—the -degree of air superiority attainede.

Offshore Air Defence Organlsation.

'115. " The Qffshore Air Defence Orﬂanlsation, both day and night, was

well set up and worked extremely well from the start, resulting in many
successful interceptions,‘especially‘at'night.ﬁﬁln this respect the

lessons of TORCH have been well learned.

. Movement of Sguadrons Forwarde

16. The A.L.C. Orgénisation, R.AWFo Servicing Commandos and ReAWMe

‘Beach Organisation worked well.

15th July, 19L3.
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Office of Commander-in—Chief,
Mediterranean,
MALTA .

23rd July, 19L3.

COLMENTS Ofi LOTES BY CHIEF OF COMBINED OPERATIONS
ON ALK ASPECT OF OPERATION HUSKY.

1. Location of Air Commanders. This is fully agreed anc is
conditicned only by various physical factors vhich made it impracticable
in the case Husky.

2, Daily joint meetings and Alr meetings. No Naval comment other
than joint service meetings are of the hignest importance. .

3. Airbcrne troops. S -

(a) Wwhile agreeing that the air Cormander-in-Chief must have
the final say on the route eventually used by airborne troops, it is
considered that nis decision rwust be tempered by the Naval and air
situation prevailing at the time.

¥, Fully concur in the vital necessity for a very high standard of
navigation by transport aircraft pilots. :

7. Fully concur in need of clear.and effective warninge. One of the
outstanding faults during the operation was the failure to take decisions
+o move airtorne troops in sufficient time to allow of this effective
varning to the large number of units at sea and having in mind the
inevitable delays in communications when major cperations are in progress.

8. Routing is arranged to avoid passing over large concentrations

of ships and craft tut conditions may well arise vhen "safety lanes®™ are-,, ...

not practicable and the only remecy is & considerable detour. It must
then e consideraition wnether the detour is justifiable or whether the
operation cannot teke place.

10. Agreed that all possible latitude must be given to aircraft in
conditions of approach but it must be realised that ships are slow moving
instruments and cannot be displaced at short notice to clear approach
lanes. An essential, as already stated above, is to ensure aircraft
follow the vath designated for them, which in jts turn emphasizes the need
for efficient navigation.

11. Application of air effort and bomb line.

11 & 12. Agrecd in so far as the lNavy is concerned.

13. Air supremacy. There is a fundamental difference between the
liaval and ground situation as regards the presence of small numbers of
enemy aircraft. While a ground force can accept a low scale of air
attack with comparative equanimity, this does not apply to ships vhere
ore torl or torpedo may sink a valuable ship full of personnel and stores
+ith consequent most serious effects on the military situation. For this
reason at night the presence of friendly aircraft in the vicinity of
ships is unacceptable. The staterent that “rules were broken" needs
cfurther investigation before it is accepted. On at least two occasions
friencly aircraft viere over cConvoys at tne seme time as hostile formationse

/In one casessocs
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In one case a friendly aircraft and an Italian bomber were shot down 5
simultaneously. In another, friendly aircraft were dodging about over o
ships in the light of aircraft flares dropped by the enemy. Both these

cases were probably due to the aircraft being navigationally incorrectly
in that position.

15 & 16. Concur, othervise .no comment.
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, Office of Commander in Chief,
Mediterranean Station,
= MALTA.
' /
23rd July, 19L3.
No«Med+/00358A/Rele ‘ - - |

ALLIED COMMANDER IN CHIEF. -~
ALLI®D FORCE HEADQUARTERS.
(Copies to := Commanding General,
15th Army Group, .
Air Commander in Chief, ...
Mediterranean Air Command)'s

- AIRBORNE TROOPS - ELQUIRY.

I fully concur with your cignal Koe89L2 of 21lst July,-
but sugzest that the emphasis placed on the alleged lack of Adie

discipline to the exclusion of other causes may tend to prejudice -

the findings of the enquiry by Senior Officers which I understand-
it is intended to holde '

2 I would stress that at night, which is when the < |
operation of airborne troops took place, no question of AoAs
undiscipline can arisee All ships fire at once at any
aeroplane particularly low flying ones which approach them.
Nothing less is acceptable without incurring grave risk of the
loss or damage to valuable merchant vessels or flcet units.

3e the preliminary discussions on the routing of the
airborne troops this was constantly kert in the foregrounc and
pointed out by my staff. It would appear, therefore, that

the reason for these most unfortunate incidents must be either
in bad routing or bad navigation on the part of the aircraft

pilO‘bS .

(Signed) « B Cunningham

aDlIRAL COF THE FLEET.

St
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NoeMed«/003584/Rele

Office of Commander in Chief,
Mediterranean Station,
"MALTA.

2Lth July, 19L3.°

REAR ADNIRAL SIR PHILIP VIAN, K.BoE.,De5.0s,

( Copy to := Captain G.Barnard, DeSeOe,
v Royal Navy)e

The attached notes on
Carriers during HUSKY operations
information in connection with t

‘assembled to investigate the emp

the routing of Troop

are forwarded for your .
he Board of Enquiry being
loyment of airborne troopse

Commander -in Chief, Mediterranean's message 2%?250.refers;

(Signed)

Kayan Dick

for ADMIRAL OF THE FLEET

ey
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ROUTEING OF TROOP CARRYING AIRCRAFT

The routeing of troop carrying aircraft presented throughout
a difficult problem, with the navigational needs of the aircraft
conflicting awkwardly with the absolute necessity for keeping them
clear of own ships gunfiree

Many changes were made as the operational pln developede
The routes finally used &n the night of D - 1 vere defined at a
conference at the Commander in Chief's Operations Room on D - 3.
General Swing, General Brovning and Commander Power were presente

The routes so decided worked, as far as is known, admirably on that

date and no untoward incident occurred with the exception of loss of
gliders off SYRACUSE owing to wind being misjudged. Ly

The first difficulty arising from own gunfire occurred during
the operation carried by 82nd Airborne Division on D ¢ 1. - .
Aircraft had been routed at the request of General Swing through a -
corridor between MARINA Di RAGUSA and PUNTA HELIGIONE, an area in
which no ships were expected to be (see attached)e

As far as is kmown no ships were there: but it is uqderstood
that considerable fire from ground troops was experienced. VWhether
due to this or to some other cause it is understood the aircraft did
not leave the area, as routed, N & W of LICATA, but passed S. of LICATA
and over the shipping in DIME area during an Air Raid vhile flares were
still burning and German aircraft were still in the area. A number of
troop carrying aircraft are believed to be missing as a result of this
erroxr. :

The only other untoward incideht which is known occurred to -
troop carrying aircraft of 1st Airborne Division on the night of
De3/Debe ~ |

After considerable false starts and cancellations it was finally
decided to lay on Operation MARSTON at extremely short notice on the
evening of the 13th. Doubt was expressed at the time as to whether
my 13174k (attached) would reach all ships in time.

The only major convoy expected to move in the area was MES 37.
which was expected to leave SYRACUSE about 1600 or 1700-and;should have
been clear to the Southward of the aircraft track by 2100. '

N.O.I.C. SYRACUSE 131738 (attached) which was received in the
Naval Operations Room about 2000 confirmed that the convoy would still
be clear to the Southward. :

_ In fact the convoy was unfortunately delayed .and was not finally
formed up until 2100 steering a track of about one to two miles inside

(i.e. to Westward) of the stated route for the troop carrying aircrafte.

WISHART (S.0. of escort) had received my 13174k, realised that
this would mean troop carrying aircraft flying in the vicinity of his
convoy and took all possible steps to warn the convoy. It is unlikely
in view of the lateness of the notice and the activities of forming up

the cCONVoYeesseo
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the convoy that the warning got through to all shipse They had
hoviever been charged by 1ieCeSe0e ALEZALDRA that unlecs cefinitely
attacked they were not to fire on unicentified aircraft by night.

Conditions were ideal for air attack. WISHAKT concealed
his convcy W th smoke against Torpedo Aircraft and viaited developmenise
Air attack was in progress on the Acid beaches on nis starboard hand.

From 2130 until midnight troop carrying aircraft streamed
in pairs low directly over the convoy. Full details are not
available but it is considered these aircraft must have been to
Viestward of their course to pass actually cver the convoye.

) In spite of everyitning WISHART could do to prevent it the
Mercnent Ships fired at these aircraft.

At 2223 enemy aircraft joined in, night fignter cannon fire
wee (leerved overnead and bembs were dropped among the convoye

Ls far as is known one troop carrier aircraft was shot down,
the crew being rescued by KANARIS, and one Italian bomber almost
simultaneously the crew also being recovered by VEKCHOUS.

Both rescuing destrcyers were either bombed or had torpedoes fired at
them.

It was fortunate that this incident did not end mcre
disastrously.  That it arose vas cue )

(2) To the lateness of warning of passage of aircraift,
vhich did not ellow routeing to be adjusted.

(t) To the delay in the sailing of the convoy, which in
ijtself was unavoidatle and which was not kmovn in
tine for action tc e takene.

The routeing of aircrait to clear convoys is alvays a difficult
matter. It is corsidered that the co-cperation between Airborne
Divisional ccmmands and Eaval routeing authorities has in fact been googd,
both doing their test to see and surmount each cther's difficulties.

What is essential is early warning of movements. It wes
originally arranged that such varning should be given at 1100 daily.
It vas due, not to the iirborne Division, but to the changing cemands
of 8th Army that this was not finally achieved.

Further loss of troop carrying aircraft on D 4 3 may be
attributatle to aircraft flying along the shore in the ACID area.
Full reports have not been received but it is xnovn that a number of low
flying aircraft were shoi covn off ACID beaches on that night. o
If these were in fact troop carrying aircraft they rust have been 3 or L
miles Westward of their course.
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SECRET CYIHER

NeCo 'JJ! 10th July, 1943. 10 1034

TRMEDLATE
TO::= All ships operation HUSKY FROMS $m C=in-C Mede
(R) UeSe and British alQ Malta.

MeAoCo Nellalele

Troop carrying aircraft of 82nd airborne division about 150
in all, will pass close South and East of Delimara lalta between 2200
and 2230 tonight 10th thence due horth crossing Sicilian Coast between
Punta Religione and Marina Di Ragusa thence keeping L miles inland and
return North and West of Licata over Pantellaria. Yellow dovmward re-
‘cognition lights.

T«0e04 10,1034 B

" MD/LG/CB

(CoPY)

!
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NCe 'Y! W/T 13th July, 19L3. 1301738
Se 6300
Gps ° 86.
DIEDIATE

To te VeAdle B ) FROM := Ne0.I/Cs SYRACUSE
(R) Admiralty

s C-in=C Med.

NeCoEdT oI

S.0. Force A

Intend to sail convoy MEF.37 at 1800 to-day Tuesday July 13th
for Malta speed 12 knots adjusting speed to arrive at hialta 0530 Wed~
nesday July lhthe 11 ¥/Vse. escorted by HelfeSe VWishart, SWALE, Wither- .
ington, Hasty, Easton (Harworth ?) - Adrian routed through 89 EB FC QKBol1lL6
request appropriate air protection. Codeword VIGOHOUS. Callsign DEULL

T+0s0e 1317382
ToOulte 131925

(CCPY)
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(COPY)
'NAVAL MESSAGE
_TO = EASTERN TASK FORCE (R)  AHQ MED. FROM 3= C IN C MED.

TV AR (ORISR LTI

Operation MARSTON tonight 13th/llith. Troop carrying aircraft
will be routed close South and East of DELIMARA thence five miles East
of the following points.

; CAPE PASSERO MURRC DI PORCO CAPE SAN CROCE
thence to dropping zones.

REturn by reverse of outward routes

" Pass DELIMARA between 2120 and 0001,

Te0.0s 13 17LL B,

(COPY)
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 EMPLOYENT OF AYABORNE FORCES |
_ Reférences: U,.S. Fleld Marual 51-30, Tactics and 'l’echhifque,
VR - - of Airborne Forces, : S ‘
R ' U.S. Fleld Manual 100-5, Field Service Regulations
.+ (Chapter 13). ..

8. -Large-scale airborne operations in conjunction with the invasion
of Sicily have produced lessons of incalulable value to naval; air, ground, and
airborne forces. A thorough study of these operations and their results by all ‘
arms, and ‘services in. this theater is directed. The lessons developed will be
promptly and effectively disseminated to all concerned and will be applied to

future. operations. .

- ..' _..bs In the application of the principles.set forth in this memorandum
it'will.be realized that.certain responsibilities and- command ‘channels prescribed
herein arc based 'upon the relationship of the Commander-in-Chicf, Mediterranean
Air Command, Commandér-in-Chief,-Mediterranean-(Navy), and the General Officer

. Comnander-in-Chicf, Fifteenth Army Group, under the Commander-in-Chief, Allied
foréé, X ' . . -

2. | ATRBORNE,OPERATIONS . - .

. - & Missions. The use of airborne troops should be confined t6 missions
suited to théir role, -and the force commander's decision to use.them -must be made
only after he is positive that the mission cannot be accomplished by other means
mors economical or equally well suited to the mission. In weighing the decdision,
it must be recognized that airborne operations -are both hazardous and difficult

.of coordination, and can be justified only by a situation which clearly shows
the use of such troops to be imperative. . - : v

. b. Coordinatiori; Full coordination of all elements involved is
paramount to the 'success of airborne opcrations. Such coordination myst. provide
for possible changes in plan and other contigencies that may arise. All sexvices
involved must participate in the planning and must be-kept currcntly informed
throughout all planning stages. The decision to use airborne troops must be made
in time to permit complete communication of zll esscential information to wair
'forces, ground forccs, naval forces including minor naval craft and merchant
ships, and to allow for completion of neccessary adjustments in the routing of
surface vessels. ' The minimum time from the dscision to the commencement of .
operations is -governed by the existing situation, the mission, and the number and
size of forcos involved. In all large-scale airborne operations in which troop-
carricrs use routes over fricndly ground and naval forces, a minimum of 12 hours
,from the decision to the operation should be considercd as a guide. The effective
use of warning orders is essential for all echelons ofrll organizations. These .

should be issucd ecven though there is a probability that the operations may be
cancolled,

¢+ . Control and -Staff. - -
L 1) Airborne opcrations arc air operations until the drop or re-
lease is madc. Questions of fighter protcction, routing, height, time of dispatch

e 3t o




~ Employment of Airborne Foreces(Cont'd):

and use or non-use of downward recognition lights are air matters upon wbicﬁ<
the Aip Commander-in-Chief must have final say. The air and naval situation
at the time must accordingly be taken into consideration. The final decision

whether or not the operation as planned can be carried out rests with the Air

Lo (2) Apart from the detailed ground planning between the formations
with whom they work after landing, control and' planning of all airborne matters
should be centralized in one headquarters. Deeision to call for previously
planned airborne operations is mede by the Army Commander. to Army Group Head-
quarters. Army Group, if concurring in the call, relays it o the Air Commander~
in-Chief, who has the responsibility for sanctioning the launching of the air-
borne operation and promptly notifying naval and other authorities concerned.

. (3) The Troop Carrier Command should operate under the direct
control of the Air Commander-in-Chief in order to simplify command and com-

. 3. OPERATIONAL DETATLS

-~

sures, and Sip

el i tentniioa ey

: &0 ng§§5;~Alt;§p§g§LARggpigitiqn Mea znals. Routes to
and - from the dropping zones should avoid ship convoy routes, and naval and
ground force concéntration‘areas. Detours may be necessary to accomplish this
requiremént, and calculation of fuel nceds should be made accordingly.

- Altitudes during flight to and .from drop zone should be above the range of

- 1ight antiaireraft fire whenover practicablc, depending on-cnemy air situation.

- In the briefing of aircpaft crews, the pilots must be warned that they may
become exposed to antiaircraft fire from friendly troops and ships if they
stray from preseribed routos.. It is important that downward recognition lights
be installed in all troop carrier aircraft used in operations. Rocognition
cartridges (Very Lights), if fired from aircraft after AA fire has been opened
on them, may. not _be distinguishable by the naval or ground forces. Aircraft
crews must be warned that, should they be flying low and/or in the vicinity of
land, their I F,F. identification device is unlikely to register in the warning
receivers_of fricndly ships and land forces. :

. b. .Alrboine Corridors. In airborne operations over water, corridors
for. the routes of troop-carriers should bc cstablished., These corridors should
appréximate a width of 5-miles on either side of the pPrescribed route; and all
surface vessels should be, kept clear of this zone insofaras is operationally
possible. Dcpending on aveilebility of vessels, for night operations the
corridors should be marked br naval -surface craft wherever possible. It is
important that guide ships: be ‘located at. points where the course changes,

' €. Use of Pathfinder Aircraft. Pathfinder aircraft with highly train-
ed crews should be employed to precede the leading airborne flight to the
dropping zone and drop marking lights to indicate the zone, . Provision should
be mede for ‘marking the zone for later airborne flights.

d. Flight over Nzval Surface Craft. The speeial hazard of flying over
friendly naval surfaoc craft must be understood by 21l concerned, There is a

.fundemental differcnce betwcen the vulnerability of naval surface craft and
ground forces ‘to-attack by smzll numbers of enemy aircraft. Ground forces can

accept a smell-scale 2ir attack with comparative ‘equanimity, On the. other hand,;
naval surface vesscls are highly vulnerable. . One bomb or aerial torpedo can
sink a valudble ship, and for this reason naval forces cainot accept the pre-
sence of friendly aircraft in their vicinity at night unless the aireraft ape

' positively identificd. Aircraft crews will be warned that naval vesscls arc
required to fire without warning on approaching unidentified aircraft, The onus
of identification rcsts with the aircraft.

4. TRAINING A
Realistic and thorough ccmbined training fer air forces. and airborne
troops must be provided for all appropriate units., - Thorough training in the
technical aspects is not alone sufficient. Training for spscific operations

B
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Employment of Airborne Forces(Cont'd)

must cover all details and contingencies, znd culminate in a rehezrsal of the
opcration with conditicns approximating zs closely as possible those of the
actual operation., Intensive training in low flying navigation at night,
especially over coastlines, must be included. Special attention will be given
to the training of glider pilots, including the maintenance of courses despite
the effects of adverse winds, and the coordination between glider and tug in
determining the glider release point,

The standard of training of trcop carrier crews is the same a2s that
of other operational combat erews, Wherever possible in training for a
specific operation the troop carrier crews should mzke 2 flight on 2 bombing
mission over the route and area sclected for the cperation in crder to
familiarize them with terrain fcatures,

By command of General EISENHOVER:

W. B. SMITH,
Major General, GSC,
Chief of Steff.

OFFICIAL:

[{}‘6i (Eﬁtl«vﬁ

oS s,

Major General, G.S.C.,
issistant Chief cof Staff, G-3.

DISTRIBUTICN:
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