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ERYIEW WITH T B, HUTOHING

(stef14an Qampaten end Tnitisl
é‘a&seﬁ 3% &ﬁpmﬁﬁm Campalgn)

Q. Vhat were ghe general failures of motor §r nsportation

oveép there?

A. ( The worst fallure we had was the amphiblous jeep, which
dldn't funotion at all. It won't go on roads that are
‘pough, snd csused ue mugh motor trouble. Ve had more
troubie with this jeep than enything elee, ) The 25 ton
truck was exsellent. It would go anyvhere, and vas the
e vehicte in the whole combat ares - British, Gemman
or our own. It sulted our purpose better than anything
elge we had. When you caryy supplies in 1%, you can
Garry & 1ot. We had troyble with broken axlee, due tao
overioading, besause we didn't have enough transportsa-

the infantry regiment. We need additional trans-

Q. D4 you have 7/0 transportationt

A Xege

Q. Do you have any Ades what onuses most of the fallures
:‘M pravented use of the vehicles = %ires, motors,

A. T can't andwer that exaotly, I was snaged at how well

, they performed; whethey that was because of my mainten-
ange seotion, I don't know - they did a magnificent Job
and we seldom had vehicles on the deadline.

Q. témhg%%h%&iy your maintenance section gets credlt for

A. ge 414 instet on freguent shecks and had i eogngg
Lie o the

¢ devoting s lot of time and trouble

vehi . Most of the troubles were emall. HNothing
radieally wrong. , .

Q. Then you had vm-'& 1ittle requirement for replasement parte?

A. We had some, but I gouldn't say what ﬁhe»!{ were. The norugl
result of wear and tear mostly. The vehicles were used all

g, Overloaded all the time?

A. Yes.

Q. That's ebout the beat news I've heard.

A. We had éxcellent support from our vehicles.

Q. Did you say that when you went in, each time you had a
full complement of vehlcles? ,

A. ¥e, not a full complement, due to shipping space, We took
approximately 70% of our vehioles %o Sieily. When we went
to Italy we carried 60f of the vehlcles.
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Did you say you lost a lot of vehicles due to astusl combatt®
Hot a 1o%, bBut we 444 lose some by shell fire and in gome
inetanges from running aver the eide of a road.

Were replacements of vehleles availsble for that type of
acaident? »

I van't answer that, but we did receive them about & month

after we put in a request. Sometimes we dAldn't get thenm
-quite so soon.

You have indicated that your &rivers were operating practicals

-1y twenty-four hours a day; what system did you use?
Ve ﬂgﬁ%m&ls@ie& ‘the practice of having sn extra driver for

Where 444 he come from? -

We went over L5 ever-strength in officers and men and T took
sone of gur over-strength to add to the serviece e¢ompany foy
extra drivers. Any repladements came in, we used them too.
You d4dn'% attempt to operate on T/0's? |

Ho, T doubt 1f you ean. The men drove twenty-four hours a

dagy. In our cagse we were moving very rapidly.
L1y then, the vehicles in your regiment were apt to be

Actually the
#erving some other regiment?

Yes; lote of times. Not only that, we had equipment (A and
B bage) while we moved forward. We tried to keep equipmenty
in wapehouses close by go we could give it to the men, That
meant an extra 20 or 30 miles of hauling] and a constant
ugé of vehioles. . ‘ :

What type of security did you use on bivouao?
I had an SOP drawn up with bivouse area in the shape of &

hub of a ﬂg;h;sel iﬁ %ﬁah x:mieles eam: igﬁ m@ 78 gwda
apark. Ghey used the extra personnel and drivers Tor prow
feation. We folloved that syoten tasomimour vers for pro-

3 % 4

D44 you indioate the dirvection of the eneny from thie
bivouasa? _

That was left up to the service company commander. He always
44 that. .

D14 you have any monthly or semi-annual 1&3@@6%&11?

Yes, as near as we could, We made a 1000 mile check. The
usintenanee officer was conetantly working on checks.
Usually at the end of an operation the division motor
offieer inspected the vehiecles, checked up parts needed and
condition of vehieles. Maintensnoe officers made frequent
spot chedka of their vehicles.

When vehiocles are gsin§ twenty«four hours a day, how often
would they get sepvice

The only way we could do thie was to have the drivers
inspect thelr vehioles and report anything wreng to the
maintenance officer.
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In your dviver-training, is there anything in partiewlar
that the drivers are weak in or ngﬂ.zgh t in « anything

that should be emphasized to improve ely maintenance
of the vehicles?

No. I think they need constant chegks: x and mz;,w“ vieion
1 think the firs$ eshelon setup le tm .ng. There's

wmw your tmuble starts, your firet «mxm nalntenance.
It'e 1 ng something go too far. If you have good first
ew:m muintemae. you gave s lot of trouble.

It might be &n‘mmﬂiu@ ,W you, Golonel, that we emphasize
that her ! ' anything e€isé.

'n &ﬁMﬂ#‘ #lsd to hear that.

n wﬁ‘amw to convoy movements, did mx make moat uf then
at night, and 444 you use blackout ugm

A% night. Blaokout lights exmmam
Did you have sufficient maps? :
wqa m .em,em naps, both in sicily mﬁ naw. T believe

sem through the British. They had the maps and we
mmmmmm ‘them, They were very gﬁm! and very accurate.
What wae the smallest unit they got down to?

¥e hed encugh to get down to the compsny commander and in
some mstan es down to the platoon leader.

Did you make use of strip maps for arivers?

r:;a we iesued strlp maps ususliy on every move we had to
UARGs

Doss the Eﬁ%@i&igm&e» geotion produse them within pegiment¥
Yes. The B+2 would meke them up.

The srmy maintenance as eet up in echelon - from information
we have avellable here, there are some indlcations that in
some unite 24 e elon in a«am% 38 schelon's work and in some
instances 334 echelon is assieting - encroaching en work in
other unite, imw d4d that work out in your organization?

1 there is quite a question between 24 snd 34
enanee. As soon as a vehidle gets back to 34
eohelon there's always delay in getting it back; therefore,
your maintenande sectione in order to cave Mia{ will do
some of 34 echelon's maintenansé. They echouldn't but it
does gave time and where maintenance sections have tools
they are doing the repairs.

In reports from Africa there was quite a lo% of alenantling
of vehicles there. The vehiclea go along and are deadlined
and another organization takes everything ¢ they have to
employ a vehiclej did you see any xmxoaeiem of that?

Lots of it in 8%eily. WYe had quite a lot of diffieulty
after the Sicilien campalgn in getting our vehicles an
equipment back again. In Italy they had taken steps o
corvect this and we did not have this trouble.

DPAd you find drivers in the maintenance gection had to do
nuch combat work or 414 they stick So driving and maln-
tenance work? DECLASSIF& 2, -
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@14 not in my organization. ¥ think this was isma
‘ﬁm &1%13&%:{. ¥e used thum for guara.a orly

Vhat owtem a1a you use in refueling?

LC kmd ﬁ.v allon ¢sns and earried an extra auams
of ga a!f timesg. When necesgary dx*iwm Wul stop

&t ~m w dusps and replace emply cans with fl ones.

That worked very nicely.

m re ard $o toole for maintenance work, did sfm have
thet throughoutt

war ‘used the kit as lesued, the mechanic's set. r couldn*t
+ whether §$t was cupplemented or not. I never heard any

poladnite about laak of Sools. :

Any patroliing forward?

Yos, by ¥ehldle and foot.

You spoke of losing vehieles. Wes an acoount kept and &id
&# gone m@k sfter action was overy

, 105t in combat, of course, wasn't sccounted fm.
sm 6. a w & record of our vehicles on a form provided.
If we Lost one, we repovted it by number; if one was de-
etroyed by shell fire, we Just asked for replacement and
MM wash't any aceountability.

Whew youy trudks were dsed for hauling other than for your
own erganization, did your drivers go with the trucke?

Yos., The driver went with the vehidle. On all ctoasiong
ve gend & notor officer along teo. .

Pid you have any use for the wrist compase?
Ko, we did not. We gave the divere strip mape. Vhen

Did you ses any use of the 2i-ton amphiblous truek?
They are excellent for amphibious operations.,
Do they go slong as part of the amm»ﬂ

Yes. They serve an exoellent pm@u in unloading eupplies
from shipe to shove. -

Did you have eaummn to completely motorise éach battallion
for quiok movement?

Di4 you have enough in your vegiment to do that?

Ho.

Pid you have any trouble in division?

We had difficulty in getting the pumber of trucks required
at oné time for our movement.
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When you left thie sountyy and went to the P/E, 414 they give
you new vehiclesg? Or did you use training vehleles?

They gave ue a1l new vehiclee., Our training vehicles had had
an €xcessive amount of use in amphidlous training at Newport
D44 that stand you in geod stead?

Tes. =

Did they Glesr the beaches when they landed? In the Selomons
they hall a conglomeration of everything on the beach; is 1%
$5411 the same way? |
Yeg, You can't help 1%, They did pretty well though, in
epite of German bombing and mﬁ&#&mmﬁﬁgﬁ

But you do think that training was vorihwh!

Abgolutely. I don't think an amphiblous landing should be
made unless the troops have hed such training, You can't
congeive of the inmumerable problens that go inte an
amphdblong operation.

T wae talking with Major Collier this morning and we were
vondering in sctual combat whether the infantry s responge
ible in loading the vehicles,.

We had to lead our own vehicles on the two amphibious lande

inge I made.

Vere they treated for amphiblous landing?

ALYl vehieles weve waterproofed. I am sure you sre familiay
vith how this is done. We took sleng chargers Hir batteries.
We found the batteries would go down. The day before we
landed we checked ell batteries in vehieles and those that
were down were chavged.

Did you have ficlent gao?

AlL vehieles went over fully gneged, and severa) days' extra

aupply of gas wae taken,
A queetion on location of your supply installatisens st night,

were they marked?

Yes, they Nad signe on the road. ,

How couwld the drivers find the losation?

Ordinarily there wae & gus»d or guide on the roasd.

There weren't any tin can mavkers with lights burning inside?
Ko, We aidn't uwee them.

You mentioned that you had an 80P for security of the bivouse
ares: Did you have ocoasion te use that? Did your bivouse
eren ever beoome attacked?

No, never. Tt was bombed but never attacked by sny patrels.
T kept 4t back around five miles from the front. I wouldn't
want it any ¢ldser than that,

“ b -




G~

A
Q.

a

A.

Q.

A,

Qe
A
Q.

B

Q.
A
[

A
2.

A.

. reglments in the divielon.

Did you operate at all time¢ as a part of the division or

were you detached? . S
We workted as a division at ell times.

As part of our instructions we teach day end night driving,
convoys, organization of bivouae area, defense of forward
area, e ta. We algo teach drivers firat ald, map reading,
eto., glong that point, ie there anything you would
emphagize that would eall for specialized tralining?

The men should be well grounded in map reading. Also,
they should have anti-aiveraft fire - know how to fire
the 60 ealiber for protection sgainst alr atteok. Mineg
and tsnke aren't so eszential.

Do you feel that with the infentry divielon there ie a
need for a transportation corps or an additional truck
und®, which dould supplement movements and be directly
unier the division commander? '

I think 1t would be a big help. They have s quartermaster
Sruck gompany now. That isn't neariy suffieient, so much
is moved by vehiele and on such short notice. An addition=
el truck company for that gw;mase I feel would enhasnce the
operations of the precent division. : .
Perhaps e bettalion with a few companies under division
control when you had to meke shuttle movements and movee
mente of that kind would be a very flexidle unit.

I a%:m with you. Ae 1t is now 1t is not eufficlent. The
aivision calle on the regiments too much. '

You have to sacrifice and an unit of thie kind can %ﬂh

up ard help them out on thelr hawle and shuttle work.

I agree.

I belleve you mentioned that you hed radlie communication
from youy regimentel CP back to the bivouse ares. Was
that a radlo osrt ’
Ho. It was the 284 set. As I remember, that ien't normal.
We found the radlo eomehow. Some communications with the
train bivouac, I found, was absolutely necessary.

That wae the troudble we found and I wondered if angone hed
done anything te help the situation.

I don't know whether that ap?i ie¢d in the rest of the
think 1t 4id. T think our

gignal offlcer made arrsngements for that.

There 46 now a radie in the 7/E for the e ervice company.

That's very fmportant.

Did you have any oecasion for a driver se an individusl
to demolieh his own truek?

Fo, I atdn't,
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Yo‘u é.i&nt‘h have 8 ﬂ&meliti.@& ki‘b?

T don't think we @id. We gave them tnﬂmeﬂma on how
to m«mm i%, sma as firmg or breaking i up.

on a large march by uetom; yau useza M},y cm 5@ eal&bar '
ae protéetiony ‘

Yﬁﬁc
A novement W one vehmle. am %ha‘% hav'e any pmteetim?

w: unieds 4t hap emé Yo have a 50 ealiber., Ve had an
extira driver and ? think he sarried sh ¥l or BaR.

You wouldn't try to plek a wMew with a 80 eaMbw -
1% would be anyons? ‘

'mﬁ, wme that happened to be there,

Do they still have BAR for protesction?
T think they do.

We have heard a 1ot of good reports of the 45th and thely
m@h m«nm. Can you ve us any aamm}mtangfaawm to

They are¢ rathey an old unit (s Netional Guard wnit) and

when they came in most of the officer personnel knew vme
anathey @hwugh agseelation at the summer camps and
thet way bullt up a vertaln tie smong themeelves, They
did do well in the Louielsna maneuvers, which puffed
them up a 1ittle bit, and that probably added to theip
morale. Genevally, the nfﬁw&a knew each other well
from sssoclatlions e&thw in bnsiness or some othey way.
whieh seemed to help.

In connection with that, gmz think that the boys of
the 45th, being from the waa and being outddor men and
Rnwﬁng how to 1ive in woods, had anmmg to do with 4%%

Ko, I don't, ¥e omly lmd 38-1/5% of the élca.'mn left
in our cutfit. :

Didn't they btresk the other boye in pretty well® They
knew sl the kaﬁ:

Yes, thef's true. smzs dtvigion apent & Yot of time in
the fleld, and had a lot of indiane smong them. They,

‘of course, are at tmme in the woodse., In fact I think

they can eee at night in the woods. Their direction is
80 good gbu could never lose them.

Pié you tmve cocasion to practice sandbagping of vehloles®

Yos, we used sandbags ir Jeeps « usually four - twe in
bagk and two in front. 4 Jesp 18 net very good againet
& German Teller ¥ine. Ordinarily you are a "dead duek
when you hit a mine with a Jeép; with a command car,

29 tinmes out of 100 you sye only wounded., It asgeme to
be higher off the ground and ae a vesult 1% dcesn't get

the full effect that the Jeep does, which is lower down.
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sandbagging s effective then?

1 would eay it helpe.

Deos the weight of the esndbag slow 1t down? Out down 1te
powert

'-I‘.am?t t’m.zak‘m does, If we needed speed we gesned to

make At without trouble with the sendbage in the jeep.

 1'4 1ike to aek & question asbout the defense of the
_ bivouag svea. Did you have sentries walking or were they

dug int

They dug in. They had foxholes and they were more or lesd
gcattered to observe eround the perimeter. They didn't
actuelly walk their pest.

Were there ususlly two in a foxhole?

Yes.

Were there any times when aireraft took a single vehicle
Yes. The Gemans would attack anything. We had inhuwser-
eble gases where they did eweep down and strafe a mingle
vehicle. I wouldn't say 1% wes the ordinery thing but we
had to be on the alert at sll Vimes.

Pid you bring your kitchen trucks vp every night?

No, we didn't, We lived mostly off X and G rations and
the wmen heated coffee with the stoves lasuwed. I brought

the kitchens up every time it was possible. I think we
¢ah get them up eleser. Any time we can, we should do i%.

It maked a great difference.

When actually engaged, you 41dn't make any attempt did you?

Ko. Wen were go scattered out in front 41¢ would be an
fmpoasibility.

Did you run into any road traps Shst the Germane ave putting
out now where they cemouflage them?

Ko, we never ran into any trape - we 414 run into lets of
mines. Every bridge that the German withdrew over, they
Wew up, eo it was s centinual jJeb for the englineers to
keep the bypasses open.

You mentioned something sbout replacementa. Did you have
difficulty An getting replacements for the men los®?

Replacenents came 1mguiar}.g Somatines you would get
them when you were ascfually in the front lines.

You had to take what you got at face value?
That'e right.

Speaking of night movements, what provision was made in

the way of guides other thsn trafflc guldes? e,
B

vherever possible we always established guldes along the

route of movement, using XP detachment and ﬁﬁbem of

the band. DECLASSIFED:
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8. 'ftm hsd o veg
' :me ﬁhﬁt you backed Hhes 1

A. Yes, 1 plaged full reeponeibility on him for the regiments
al vohicles.

Gs In othep wmﬁs yw kept your motor transportation through
your motor offi

T & PP ;M with him as s speelsl service offlcer.
Q. ¥e find oy maneuvers 80 nany vommsnders don't know how 6o
o dm gnd doeantt do his Job of keeping ths commander
Ly %&&&h ﬁiﬁ ‘3&@’
ve be should operate directly under the Peglmental

Amental motay nta‘m%% 444 you? Did everys

B

G What weapons aid you 7ind that A4dn't ceen to live up %o
~ the duty they were male fort
atf

%y officers didn't Like the Tomun
been taken out mew. They dldn't 1
tos A1ffioult to carry; also, they werent 3
aeeuracy. ) They were the main complainte. M ¥
BAR snd the ¥l. The heavy mhzmgw tw by ,'
wenpon over there, but 1t lg Aifficuls Yo 'emm z'y
movement. It'Ss too heavy o move @@t-ﬁs s the waxm hille.
We supplewented them with 1ight machine gune when we went
eff capry snd operated them wntll we could get the heavies
in position. ey were eszler to earty and net as Tatipi
ing on the men,

Q. D4 you dee the bazooks
A. Yes we d14, but T think the ssmunition they pave ug was
mﬂ the men 1oet econfidence Ain 1t entively. In
T4aly we %z beotter basooka ammunition snd the men liked
the betooka., We found a good wee for 4% sgalinst snipers.
Q. What type of vehicle d14 the Germans use?

A. They hed halftrack, ZD.ten Ford trusks, lighter 2h-ton
mamna&mam@ wmma mid motoroye ea.

G. Bid you see sny of
mxz@m& to have?

Ge In wm&ag up truske, sbout how fap forward 4in a normsl
ggégék would you feel m the safety Tastor for your
4%

& We tried to move them where they wevre out of smsll arms
pangé and srdiliery fire if possible.

G. Your veapans carcier?

1 “&Mxﬁ; %}a{éﬁ haa

A. They would ge as fay forward ss they could go. The
larger trucks I Rept back at #11 timew.

Qe Did you have any booby trapg end if e6, were they a#fwﬁwf

 DECLASSIFIED.
- ORE o .




Qe

A

Qe

B

We ran inte a Lot of booby traps, especlally if thove
was any vehicle the Germans left. It is betler %o leave
their vehicles alone. In one instange the germane lefy
a few vshicles in a garage and a eivillan, in opening

the door af the garage, was killed. Our engineers went

~ in to ingpeet the vehicles later and found all of them

booby trapped. Hot Just one, bub se¢veral on each vehicle.
The Gemmane use a Lot of booby trape and trlp wires. We
loet & ot of men by hitting tr g@v&ms., The Geymans would
put wmines any place vhere they thought you would go, on the
shoulders of the roads and likely CP locations. They are

What wum ou gay the American soldier's aakéwmmg aualite
fes and faulte are from the viewpoint of what we should A

T think the Amerlcan soldier 1g as good ae any over Shere.
In my opinion, he ean hold his own ageinst the Gemmi A1
just ee emart end as good a fighter. He's not as finished
a Pighter as the German - anything we can do to improve the
finish of our soldlers we should do. The German has had

four years of combat - they know all the tricke of the. trade -
they know how to take sdvantage of terrain; better than that;
they are pact masters in the use of mortars. Our soldier .
fan't fmbued with that f&gmmg spirit, eonsequently he is not
ag hamdebolled or as eruel. It Just 4sa't our nature. 1
don't say we should be thet way but we should teach him hets
up against & dirty fighter who will kill at the first
opportunity and won't hesitate %o kill, and he shouldn't take
enything for grented with him. In Sielly the Germans came
forward with a white flag and when they got within a short
distence they dropped Lt and started firing, killing a lot of
men in the firet divielon. I think our soldler hes =il the
gats in the world and does a fine Job, but wvhaliever we oan éo
%o instill in him that he Le againet an excellent fighting
mgx ;; the German will improve him end keep hin from being a

One colonel made a statement that etayed with me - he sald
the American goldler is laszy, especially whem 1t comes to
doing thinge he doeen't like to de.

1 4idn't £ing 4t that way. . I think you have to set a
s%anbari. If the men are accustomed to that standard they
will follow i%. I had very lLittle trouble with them digging
foghiglen; they were al vago ¢leaning theiy vifles, and 1% wag

al
amazing how much pride ¢ g @id take in them. I wouldn'%
say they were lasy, not after seeing how they came through
in my regiment. I feel very proud of them. They d1d everyw
thing I asked them to do, and they hed a lot to do. Ye
should etress to them thet 1t izn't a 1ight natter and that
they must be prepared in every way - physically and otherw
wiee - to survive. The man who ig prepared and is on hig
gaard is the one who is golng to eome out alive.
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