Maneuver Center of Excellence (MCoE) Libraries
MCoE HQ Donovan Research Library
Fort Benning, Georgia

Report date: 6 April 1944

Title: Interview with COL Robert B. Hutchins — Sicilian Campaign and
Initial Phases of the Italian Campaign: The General Subjects
Section, Part 2.

Author: United States Army Infantry School, Fort Benning, GA.

Abstract: This report is an interview by COL Robert B. Hutchins on the
Sicilian Campaign and the initial phases of the Italian
Campaign. This is Part 2 titled: The General Subjects Section.

Number of pages: 23 p.

Notes: From the MCoE HQ Donovan Research Library, Fort Benning, GA.
Documents collection. Call #: D769.1 .U201 1944 Part 2.

Classification: Unclassified; Approved for public release



i

erna

Interview vith Col. Hutchins.

Part 2




" DECLASSIFIED. ' B
poD DR 5200.9

@. Did you seec any of the ¥-5 Minest?
4. Were any of the foreign mines used?

A, I don't knovw whether our engineerg ueed them or not.
We didn't, We did receive instructions on them as socon
as they were captured. We ran into non-metallic mines
agd had an opportunity in the assembly area to study

Q. Did you put out any minefields?

A, We 414 at Salerne, not in Sleily. Ye laid out mines, under
supervision of the AT company commander. Ve made an
agourate gketoh of where weé placed them and the number that
we placed. We sent partles out at night under the anti-
tank officer with guides., They laid these mines, marked
them well se we oould lscate them and covered all the
avenucd,

Q. How mény were involved - how big a coverage®

A. T couldn't say without the sketeh, but quite a few - as an
aversge, arcund 1000,

G« After you c¢ame back from Pepsano?

A. Yes. When we took up the defense of Salerno Beach. We latd
mines and installed barbed wire entanglementa,

Q. Your own unite
&q Y@a.
Q. Covering the same svenue of approach or different avenuesg?

A, Piffersnt. Bome miﬁea and booby traps were placed in the
W%Y&w ¥hen we left the area we sent back a detail to plek
them up, : .

Q. Was there any order from corps or srmy to plek them up?

A. T think 1t was a division order. We had to increase our
mine platoon in the AT Company. We weré ilssued elghteen
mine deétectors and formed 2 platoon consisting of three
squads with eix mine detectors emch. Whenever a bsttalion
moved out one mine detector squad was assigned %o it., It
search the areas for mines sround bypasses, along roads
and tralils.

. Were they from your anti-tank unit?

A. Ho. We formed the platoon frow the whole regiment - esch
battalion furnished so many men. 7T selected men who were
interested in that type of work. The engineere tralned
the Em’ww'pgcusswio. Q&\gg\m&& .
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Q. Would you search all the way up as you went along or would
you just look in the susplcious epota?®

A. Ye goarched élong the roasd. The mine detesting squad worked
with the advance guard. HNo vehicle would pass ahead of them.

Q. They actually searched the road?

A. Pull coverage along the road and especlally when they came
to bm&ﬁﬂ L5539

Q. What was thelr action in actual attaock®
A. They were employed as the battallon commander directed.
@. Did you have a great deel of trouble with these deteotors?

A. Yo we 4lé&n't, They worked well. They would plek up metal

We hed- @1fficulty in keeping ours in operation. I don't
Xnow what the trouble is. Ours apparently were new. They
game to ue after Sicily. Maybe they were a later model
than tiese you have. There may have been certain correc-
tiong made. They worked very successfully. The smmunition
and ploneer platoons initially had our detectors and we
found they were too busy to operate them.

S

6. Gouldn't that detall ocome very easily from the anti-tank
mineé platoon?

A. We a1dn't take the mine platoon.
Q. Why didn't you take them?
A, The platoon of anti-tanks is needed with the guns.

Q. TYou need the anti-tank mine platoon as a gomplement to
your gung?

A. Yes, they have to bhe there fTor protestion.

@. We malntain that here but there have been differences of
opinion on that. The resl reason is thet we can't get
engineers here st the school. The present direcetive says
they should regeive special training in every rifle
COMPARY.

A. That isn't going te work - you need those men %o fight,
Unless you have specifie personnel you oan't accompllsh
this task. You should have men right in the regiment
attached to the battalion ss needed. In our case 1%
worked splendid. Tf the regiment was going forward and
the ares was thick with mines the divielon commander
would take my mine detectlng platoon feor its use.

0. Dié they take esre of personnel minesg too?

A. Yesg, they marked them - with the assistance of the englneers.

@, D44 they Just mark them or remove them?

A. They marked them and 1f they had the time they would take
them out or e¢lse the engineers would. That rellieved the
engineers Yo some extent.

4. To return to the field laid on the beach, uas that a
deliberate fleld? DBJASQHE‘

g poo DR 5200, 9.
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I would say it was deliberste. Carefully buried.

Pid you have any diffieulty?

No report, We were about five or six miles from the beach.
The ground was like this out here - loam goil with sand
mixed in. They ralsed melons on it. The field was never
actually tested. Some of the minee were booby trapped.
bid they vee our @tandard device?

We used grensdes and caps.

Pid they use greénsdes with trip wireas?

Yes.

i3 1. yém have any warning flaree?

Ho we didri't., Our pyrotechrics were limited to the Very
pistel and yellow smoke grenades.

How much digging in 414 you do in defense of the beasch?

We dug in but hed no elaborate defensive gystem. Ve
d4dn't have the time.

¥hat Eind of foxhole did you use?

The slit trench.

For the whole regiment?

Yes.

What kind of barbed wive fence did they use?
Bouble apron.

P4 you sight 1t for final proteetient

Yos. : ' \
What type of atakes did you use?

Iron ploket.

Who sited yéur troops in attack positionr within 100 to
200 yarde¥

That was coordinated between battalions. Each battalion
commafider coordinated with the battalicon on the right and
left.

Ta reburn to the fie¢ld lald on the beach agaln, you say
1% war marked? Tn what way 844 they mark 1tV

A single gptrand wire with strips, I believe, to the company.
Who made that report?

Captain Wiley of the Anti-tank Company. HMajor Gibbone of
the 36th ¥ngineers attached assinbed.

Ma you have any cecasion to bLreach the enemy fleldg?
No. We had areas in whieh we had %o go thmemsh but no
o ad areas in whkich w a tﬁAggﬂewﬁq

bresching. DE
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. Bulldoszers?
_ A. Yes, ‘

6. Did you motice any difference in mine detectors in 8ieily
and TGalyt

A. Ho. ‘The Germans laid mines in all likely placee thoy knew
the troops would go.

@. Do they cover their flelds with fire?

4. They would initislly - until we drove them out, but wlthe
drawing slong the roade, no. They would blow the bridges
and mine the area.

. There's a conmception in our manuals where you have a pro=
teative fire, then we have a field corresponding to pro-
tective barbed wire, &id you run inte tactisal barbed wire?

'A. Fo. They ran inte it after I left. We had them moving
. back too fasgi. : : ,

" @. DAd the mine platoon ley mines around the positiona?
b, Yes.
. Would they be close in - or some &1s§anaa.enk?
A. ¥ think - dual - to proteet the gune.

ﬂj%, What about your asupply of TETT? Was that limited?

" A. We got everything we needed.

4. Did you do mueh demolitien work yourself?

4. Ro we aldn't.

9. How about the enmgineers - did they do very much?

A, I a@uidnﬁﬁ sngwer that. A

9. Di& you have to ford any rivers or streams of any size?

A. Yo we aidn't. All of ours were easily bypassed. The
moet @ifficult was the Uslore River - 100 feet wide.

@. If the Germane blew a bridge, were you ropmll bound in that
country?

A. Yes. You had to stick to the roads., HNarrow defiles with
high mountains on each elde.

n. We've heard a lot about the use of the Bailey Bridge .
A. Ye used that in Sleily.

g. How iong after you passed would 1% ne before the engineers
put 4t in¥

A. I can sive you one inetance. The Corps put up 2 Balley Bridge
near me within a day -~ 1t took them about thirty-six hours.

@. How wide a epan was that bridge?
&. I would say about a fifty foolt gpan.
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eaat of Cask el Buono, 3&6&1% The mgme,we
; ,;{1’@ e bmaq ut 4t Aave taki
the hﬂﬁge in. The Ba;

ng didn't men them 'mry well. In Slefly we
; wes. mw fwtmmtem the Itallans manning

mmmy; w,ha‘ & company &ttached to us. They worked un&ap '
ne, keep yade open, constructing bypasses, etc.

m far up?
e front lines.
, back under division control?
worked better when attashed to the ROT.

Jov »'%aim and engineer equipment that you had, 4id you
t you had nw&.gfw them? !

. I don't think tmy wem ever brought up.
od them onge but the engineers supplled us
yIit : ii:wy ire Just go mush
u :*a whiglm ﬂn&er

You think that alght be the better aysten still?

From wﬁat& T saw T don't see any resson why the engineers den't
being the toels with the wire.

What sort of compasé 4id you have?
We had the prismatiec compass.
Did you have diffieulty with that going out due to water?

We had & lot of 4iffleulty. I understand we have the fluld
type how.
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A,

photograrhs, d1d you
e oftioers’ to voad

S¢hool should give? We teach simple demolitio
training, some hsety field fortifications.
thing in partieular in nind that the engir
inglvde? ,

me Lne

. fig61 iong, removal es an
8 undervater ot lee. There should be some
strugtion with the ploneer platoon in bridges, aimple
struetion that thig platoon would encounter, v .
How about explosives?

Yes, er%:imsizwg and booby traps - how to set the traps and
remove them. ‘

You think every man should have soume of that?

Yes, every man. Camouflasge %oo.

%szg 1/100,000 and 1/800,000 mups, were they topographical
sapat?

Yee. Hrevat)
D8 you use the British system in designating points on the
mept ' .

6ng were given in meters,

We used the thrust system in the majority of sases, Somes

. bimes we would use coordinates.

Did you have a school in how to read mapst
Yes we aid. |

OB the subjeet of aeiisl photogrephs, did you *me m@e&
serial ﬁh‘ﬁ%!ﬁg?mﬁﬂ of %a%@ﬁm before xﬁ nding?

Excellent in Siefly. In Italy the matepisl was Limited.

¥e 414 have photographs of Salerno Beasch. We didn't have
muoh time for detalled study so what I eay I'm not definite
about., 4&s I remember, the merial photographs were not as
good as in Sieily. '

Prior to the S4eilian campelgn, you had pleénty of opportunity
to study the aerial photographs of the beaches?

Yea., We hind at least five dsye before we Left Oran and five
days on the ships befors we landed,

Bow far dovwti in the seale of units in your regiment 4id they

have opportunity to study?

The regimental commander and the battalion dommander were the
only ones sllowed agoess to aerlal photographs before we left
Oran. When ve sailed, July 5th, the company éommanders wvere

given an opportunity to study the serial photographs and
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ﬁmy were then pagsséd to the plateon leadors,
. 808 a ' ‘ )

for

%@n to eall on the Alr Corvpe

in*% and we weren't suthorized to,
I aeked that question mevely to detemine how long 4%

fe 444n't sall om them &% all. The calls we 4%d make
on them they never executed. They had too many wissions.

1 have aerial photograph interpreters as low as
Wo. Ve had them in divielen. We had & good interpreter
before we went to Italy. -

sz;m you received what you call

l6lde show on these photographs?
I'm sure they 4id.

¥ have oscaslon %o see vestographs « something

1r used by the Alr Corps? You can look &t

 palr used by the Alr Corp
yagh & §m 6f epeelal glasses.
atwm one in Siefly. The field artillery commander

Did you have & gadget called the sutograph?
DiA you have any ocoasion to use sketohing m@ﬁ%ﬁ@%

I atdn't. Our own battalions would make a sketeh and send
it bvask to me. :

undance of topsgraphicsl m@s‘?‘- Fienty for

When you gent in a defensive position and decided %o put
%gk g%r‘&, where 444 you get 1% from and how long 4id it

The only instance when we wsed wire was at Salerno Beach.
Emﬁ&{ one morning the Givision called me and inguired
about wire we would need. We gave then an estimate and
the point where we wanted 1%t brought and the englneers
delivered it late that afterncon, and that night we put
1% in. We were closeé to the beach and there was no
d1rfioulty or loss of time in getting it wp.




Q.
A,

.

A,
Q.
A
Qe
Q.
A«
e
A
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a
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fma you haw to bead the wires

Ro, we axam do anything with the wire ﬁme&f.

;k'a it tmi bema galvanwe& an& ﬁm‘e wme& f%ﬁe.

'M T remenber ours, 1t was that dark barbed w&m.
-¥hat mmm did you have peading forelgn maps?

¢ didn't have eny Toreign meps. We hed wpmauwwna.
You were mpmr%ea by the Navy to a certain extent?
Yes.  We went in with the Navy. |
What type of road traps did the eneay uase?

They felled trees and had the mine.

Any eribs bullt of loge?

Fot to my knowledge

P44 they blow meny craterst

Ha
ny voad bloek?
il atesi narrow roads at Olivette. Tt was mostly

Pid you find they were uslng more improvised mines of
were they nsing thelr atandard mines?

Their etandard minesj they seemed to have nilllons of theu.
What method did you use for mariting minee?

We used & 1i¢tle flag like & pennant. We marked them with

strips of bloth or anything we could get.

Bm our troops use any standavd markers ammg 5 feet high,
ninted red and white? :

He. Wé aidn't use any of those,
Did you sandbag your vehicles?
Yoe we d1d. Jeepe.

You mentioned elghteen mine detectors, sccording to the
T/€ there are nine per regiment.

We were isaued an sdditions) nine.
Who was responsible for repalirs?
I think the engineers.
Did you use map template?
few, we Aid use template.

- 8 e




A. They had maps smaller then the ones we had. They were
, excellent. The ones we got were a 1lttle more in detall.

Q. Larger sealet
A Yes, ag I vemember, & lLarger scale,
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(8ioilian Campaign and Initial
FPhases of the Italian Campalign)

Q. Based on the conference in which you stated that you loest
your S+4, among other members of your staff, I am curlious
to know what effedt that had the next day on supply and
whether another officer was prepared to take over?

A. Tt had no effect whatseever. I trained subordinatee two
deep for each position on the staff and the supply
offiger who took over was moreé than qualified. He had
been the regimental transport gquartermaster, in making
the invagloh in 8ieily and Italy and was well qualified.
He had been in hig gourse of preparation, munitions
officer, commanding officer of the service company, and
on oétasion he had been used as supply officer.

@. At the time, what was his assignment?
A. At the time he wig munitions officer.

Q. Vhen he stepped up, his assistant, the warrant officer;
could earry on?

A. Yes, that's what he did.

Q. Oan you tell us how close the echelons establiched supply
pointe? -

Gur divislon pushed up very elose behind - around 5 to 10
mileg; well within the conveni#hue of the reglment.
Did you have ogeasion to use pack~boards? \\

In Italy and in Sicily teo, but they were the mountain
pack=boards, not the standard pack-boards. They worked
very well, especially going aeross country.

Q. Were they assigned originally to the heavy weapons company? "-.\
A, Yes, they had a certain number. T think the proportion was |
about 39 in communications, 50 in the rifleé dompanies and
75 t0 100 in the heavy weapons companies.
Q. What personnel carried these pack-boards?

A. I don't remember exmotly; they weré designated by the
¢ompany Gommander.

it b e i

Did they earry weapons and mmﬂien too?

£

" Yes.

2 o

You 4ién't have special ecarrying groups?

‘A, No. ALl the men were taught how to lash and put equipment
on pack-boards.




Q‘

A
Q.
K.

2
A,
Q.
A
Q.
&,

You mentioned 50 fn gomnestion with rifle companies, is
that per company? Maas 1€«

That may be excessive.
Gould you get aleng with fewer?

Yes. T think T may be mistaken in that nusber (50 per

I know heavy weapons has 76.
I remenber 30 for communications but I'm not certain about

the rifie companies. _

Did you have occasion to use mules?

Once in Sigily. We got them from the Itallans.
You d1dn't use civilians for that? '

They assisted, |

Did regiment mske thowe arrangementa?

Yes. Regiment made the arrangements. We had funds and
hired the mules through the mayors.

They didn't go through¥Ne?t

No. You might be interested to know that the S«4 had a
large amount of money to expend ss Me sav fit, for hire
ing, supply,; ete. '

Who handled the voushers? } ‘

There were ne voushers. They required only statements.
Your officer wasn't involved? ‘

Ko, T think he received $4000 and was authoriged to spend

that without any questions asked. The same thing wae done
with the S-2 - he was given a certain emount of money.

Did you use all pack mules?

Yes, around fwenty within the regiment,
What were the mules used for?

wnition, mﬁiﬁﬁ.s and watey,

Do you remember what weight they could carry?
160 to 200 pounds.

About barracks bsgs - we heard reports of their being 8
nuisance - what dispositions were made in your regiment
of barracks bags? '

They were placed in the hold of the ship going over.
The *B¥ bag. The men kept thelr "A" bag. On landing
they left both the "A" and "B" bagse on the ship. They
weré unloaded on shore, placed in a dump, collected by
the 8«4 and moved to warehouses. A& we moved they
Jumped these bags forward to different warehouses.

This required a 1ot of hauling. A lot of them were lost
and s lot were ramsacked on the beach. Bedding roles
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-gspecislly were stolen on shore. Whén we had the opportunity
in B%oily, the B~4 delivered both the "A* and "B" bage to the
men. They extracted what they needed and the bags were collegt~
ed and returned to the warehouses.

Q. During the campaign?

A. During and after the campalign. ,

Q. De you feel that was an unedonomical way to do Lt?

A, jeconomical. 1'd rather see the quartermaster lssue
lothing ag needed. I think we should train our soldiers
to use @ light pack inetead of the heavy paek and have a
field padk, eonsisting of a shelter half, a blanket, extra
pair of choes, ete,, 1o be moved up with the zationsg at
night for the men. W¥hen the equipment 1s diminished 4t
could be resupplied by the quartemmaster,

In replacement of individual clothing and equipment - &i&S\
22; $uér%apmas%er start sending this up soon or after some
dmet o .

As goonl as we wereé back in the bhivouae avea - not while i
a¢tual combat,

Q. Ammunition - what s the expenditure of ammunition in these
operations - do you recall the dally average?

experienae in Sieily.
Q. T understand 1t's about half of the estimate.

A. Mot exsotly. We found the unit of fire we carried in fSlaily
was not suffisient in mortar smmunition, consequently, we
reviged 1t to indrease the amount of mortar ammunition
carried. Ye deoreased the amount of 30 e¢aliber, 45 caliber
and oné or two otheér types.

A. Y don't recall. We established & unit of fire based on our

Q. DPid you have a cannon eompany?

A. Yes, one platoon of 106's and two pletoons of 7S's - self

Q. How 41a you get ammunition for the 105's?

A. They earried vhat they gould on prime movers and when in
need of more, went through the munitions officer. He
‘got it up from the munitione dunp.

. Normally your 105 amaunition wae along with the 57 and

emall avme?

Q. On gagsoline and oil, was the method cf replenighment asg
covered in the doctrine here?

A. That's pight. Tt worked very succeesfully.
Q. ¥ere any cans lost?

A. I imagine so, but not an abnormal number.




Q.

A,
Qe

Q.
A.
Q.
&
Q.

Q.

A‘

A,

a.

pid regiment have extra cans?

They Lssued us extra cans vhen we went into Italy.
Wo tank vehleles of any type? | |
No, just the cans and we dldn't bave any trouble.

In connection with individusl cooking, 4id you have any

of the néw one-burner stoves?

Yes we did. We had one per squad, which ien't sufficient.
I think we should have at least two and possibly three
a@. With a squad including a group of twelve you
haven't equipment enough to heat enough coffee. When
twelve men gather around, that's too many te bunch up.

That brings up the point of where they are to be carried.
Couldn't they be carried in a light pack and shange the K

ration box¥

You would fa¥or one man in the squad carrying it rather
than garrying it on the kitchen truek? ‘

Yes.

The only engle i#, theres will be times when you can feed
s hot mesl from the B ration. .

We moved the kitchens up very close many timés - whenever
1% was poesible to do eo.

You méan the kKitchens themselves?
Yes. Right up in the reserve areas.
In the reserve company? _

Ye#, where we weren't in the front line, but close to it.
Whenever posgible we ueed the kitehen.

That was sll under cover of guards?
Yes, , .
You would lesve 1% there for supper and breakfast?

What about maintaining spare parts for vehicles, weapons,
communications®

Thepe was some lag in supply but not excessive. Replasenent
generally was very good and within a reasonably short period.

You mentioned Sioily - was that true during the Itallan
Gampalan? '

Yee.
Was the German gasoline the same octene as ours?
1 don't know whether 1t wae or not but we operated on it.

In connecdtion with train bivouac, did you use any means
other than organis protection of service company?
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A. W¥e had an S0P in the shape of a hub of a wheel for the train
bivouas.

Q. What sbout drivers? DId you have enough? -
ptover 15% over-strength and we did have enough drivers

Ve weit 15

Q. mn'pwﬂﬂézﬁﬁa&‘ of motor movement involved shuttling?
A.  Practically all of it.

Q. Using your own organie?

A Yes, plug what aivision sent from the other regiments.
Q. Did you ever make & move using your own only?

A.  Fo. ‘ .

Q.  DAd you use intermediate trucking pointe?

4. No, the 'ﬁméx;g‘- returned bask to the in trueking points.
Q. You az&n*%wan out to meet them? | '
A. . To. | |

Q.. How frequently was double banking prohibited?

A. T never eaw any orders on it, but I think everybody wae in-
strusted that there would be noné. It a@ld oceur though.

Q. D14 the foot troops interfere with motor movements?
A. No. We marched in single file on either side of the road.
%e;n ghuttle a8 a vwhole or would each regiment move

A. Ve moved by regiment, )

Q. Whatwre the average rates of movement? Day and Hight?
What was the speeéd of the motor columns?

A. We traveled somewhere between 30 and 35 miles and at night
slowed down to 20 to 28,

Q. Vere sny Lights used?

A. We used blackout lighte.

. V¥ho furnished the control on the roads?

A. Diviglon ordinarily had ¥P's out but we operated a little
differently than the procedure ordinarily followed. The
bivision broke up its MP Company and an attached detach=-
ment was placed within with an offlcer to each regiment.

The regiménte used thig detachment for guides at the
regimental CP for guarding prisoners an%?as guarde at the CP,

~5~ B




Q. Did your S5 make use of the graph in planning trocp
‘movements?

A No.

Q. We teach that he ghowld make hie own but not to iseue.
A. Ve dida't igeue any.

Q. You used the standard march order?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you have reconnaissange of route made by a party of
your own?

A. Yes, Yhenevey we moved by vehieles.

Q. How much shead was that?

A. Noroslly, an hour ghead of the movewent, o

Q. How about the quartering group? o

' wi:h the guides, approximetély an hour ahead

Q. Did you have your column unite organiged in march seriale?
&, Al the time.
Q. Battalion serials?
A, Yes.
Q. Did you uee open and olosed column methode of movement?
A. The closed column at night and spen in the daytime.
Q. What was the distance?
“A. 75 %o 100 yards. Never closer mm 60 yards.
Q. Was a gtandard order used for daylight?
A, No, 1t depended on the situation.

A, Wo. I 4aid with my regimental headquarters company.

Q. Do ym% remenber what vehicles were used for the advance
group? :

A. Ve used vehicles of the communicatione seotion plue
trucke of the regimental hesdquarters company.

Q. Did you use their trucking point or area?

A. Area. The truckse usually reported to the motor officer
and he dispatohed them to different intrucking points
seleoted. .

Q. Did you use the road at night?

A, Yes.
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A,
Q.
A

Q.
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A.
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Q.
A
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A.
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A,
Qe

ction wag Men by the truck column when attacked
by a plane?

We werée trained to have the ¢olumn etop and men deﬁmk,

but that Lentt vwhat happened.

Did the aolumn halt?

No. The column continued and this seemed to work better
than stopping.

Did you increase the speed or continue at a normal rate?

They probsbly ineressed it a 1ittle bit, I couldn't say.
They juet maintalned thelr distanoce.

Dia troops fire from the trucks?
Nove

v¥hat chargeteriatios of mareh Maa@pmﬁ@ weére violated?

There wag donstant double bsnking and instances of
getting too ¢lose together,

¥What aetion was taken when you ran inte a road bloek?

* Moving by motor?

¥ we never moved where there was s:road blook.
w«a x*eM oltered about time to insure there was no blosk.

D44 you ever have one blodk when making a move?

Ve never aid. .
In the bivouss area, were battalion motors aseigned parks?

They were asaignea battalion parks and dlspersed at certain
distances,

What was the minimum distance?

Around thirty yards.

Did you dig your vehiocles in?

No, we tried to get cover under trees and camouflage.

Did you use am&am‘t

r 1/4 tons. The mine didn't seem to
tons but in the Jeep 1t was

In foot mamhes, di4 the platoon leaders march in rear or
&t the heagd?

In th;e rear of their platoons.

what were the normal rates of foot marches, day and night?

In most of our marching we were goling againet the enemy -
they averaged about 2% milee per hour déay and night.
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D14 you have any set dictances - SOP distances between
platoons, sempsnies and battalions?

Ko standard SOP, Tn Italy we had to go off the road.
pid you have your men dig mxh@ies or slit trenchee?
Both types, but it trenohes mostly.

nta you have an S0P bivouse goruation?

Not for battalions; we did for regimental headquarters,
Would you brlefly desoribe this formation?

The message center was elosest to the road, then the S-1
tent centered with respect to the 8-5, 8+2 and €. O's tent.

Was there any set loecation for battaliona?

Ordinarily I tried to locate them with regimental headquarters
;n the genter.,

Did you try to maintain all-around protection?
Yes.

How ieve you informed if on movemente, by lack ot eontrol

of the roads by higher echelons?
Usually through the division HF Company.

How sbout organis and non-orgsnic units when they organiged
within the company?

pt organic vehicles in serisls and made additional
# for personnel carriers.

D44 you have them at the head of the organics?

Yed. _
Did you have any use for radioc on patrols?
Ve used #a:é:ﬁ;ﬂ extensively.

None of our movements were extended from darkness into day-
light. We moved almost entirely at night. '

The number of cases of psychiatrie disorders in relation to

leadership of junior officers, did you find there was an
inorease in the number or did you have an opportunity to
observe that? .
T don't think I can answer that. We had quite a few of
these gases. We handled them by sending them first %o
the ré@imental ald atation where they gave g@ |
morphilie and & day's rest. If the doctor though
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over 4% he would send them back to theiy unit; 4f not, the
patient wae evacumted to the collecting etation and stayed
thereawhile, He elther returned from there or was evacuats
ed to the rear.

Q.
&,

@
Ay
Qs
A.

Q.

A.

Q.

A,

.
A.
2.

A
Q.

DAQ you have much trouble with mess diseipline or die
position of garbage? .

No we 4idn't; we were 1iving mestly on € and ¥ rations.

They burded all the garbage.

Did you have trouble with fiieg?
We had lots of flles.

How about control of malaria?

¥e gave the men atabrine - one eaoh day for four days,
skipped a day, then four more consesutive Gays. We
found the men weuld forget about % in the front lines.
Finally we had to have an officer supervise then to

see thal they got thelir proper amounts, then the malaria

“ik e

15¥e any insect repellent?

Did they have mosquito bars?
What wag your method of coritrol of VDY

We had very 1ittle of thatj they were too active in the
first place and were restricted to the ares. .

Did you find you had to reinforce your medioal troops
with Litter bearers?

On one oocasion I sent some bearers fyom the regimental
seetion, and on another odoasion took a gection from the
reserve battalion to reinforece another sedtion.

Yeu took a medical seotion and reinforced your other
battaliong? ‘

Yes.

How far to the perr were your ald stations?

Normally, anywhere from 1000 yards or more to the rear.
We found that satiefactory. They were constantly ealling
back for something in the way of medical supplied.

Did you establish any aid posts in the company area or
did they ksep it in one aid station?

Generally in the battalion aid station.

Do you think the llalson wae pretty good between the
mediogl officers and unite?

It was very fine. I can't give the meddoml corps too
much ¢redit.
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Q. Did you have ogeasion o use pack animsls for evacuation
of the vounded? B .

I was with them. We used the Jeep as far as we

Q. Would you tell us how you secomplished burial®

A. Vhen we went inte Sielly we had not given & great deal of
thought to the burial of the dead and we had our chaplains
in charge of burial. In my case I used the band for
digping the graves. They d1dn't have any transportatien.
We had to get 1t when we couwld and 1t dldn't work satie-
factorily so we changed and made the special servige
officey head of the graves regletration and gave him &

2% ton truck and Jeep. @rzgmallz they went back to

division and operated under division graves registration
officer. This proved ungatisfactory so we changed the
eystem and made burlial the responsibility of the regiment,
with a detall of a speclal service offlicer and the band,

including a grave reglstration NCO. They were given a 2%

ton trugk and a jeep to operaté with. BEach time the

regiment was engaged in combat thie detail immediately
went out over the area and eollected the bodies, seleoted
the cemetery, reported to division and did the burying.

Thig eysten worked much better, They moved right in

behind the attacking troops. T understand later they worke

ed a gystem where division would establish cepmeteries and

the burylng detall turned the bodies over to divigion for
the sotual burying. Divigion had a labor company attached
to it for digging the graves, '

Q. What type of graves regietration 414 they have?

&. & platoon. I understand they were asking fmé & company.

Q. Did you attempt to make uge of smmunition vehicles?

A. No. We had a special vehicle which was ample.

Q. Buridl in gene#‘al was accomplished at the division cemetery?

A. Later. Initislly we selected the cemetery and reported ite
location to aivision.

Q. You &idn't give your chaplains any special training?

A. We @14, but 1t didn't seem to work too well. The

-~ Chap aine have a better use working through the aid statione,

sdninietering firet aid and lsst rights. .

Q. How was asssembly, 414 the litter bearers 'e-arr.y the dead baek
~ to the ald statione? '

A. Re. If they died they were left where they fell. The;
cdrried back only the wounded. The burying detsil combed
the area after the fight.

6. Did they mark the dead so they could identify them?
A. Yea.
J. Did they stick rifiee in the ground?

A. On occasions.
e
Q. Did divislon issue any directive to regiments in regard
te returning &als'vsﬂgggj_er bringing captured ememy material in?
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Yes, we had instructions from divieion.

Wae any captured material befew trapped®
"Iem eame of it.
You had a special salvage detall?

Ho. The 8-4 would gather 4t up and take 1t bask.
The division engineers did do a lot of it.

How often did you see your Be4 in the mm 1ines?®

The way I worked 4t, T required a representative of the Seq

to be at my OP at all times and the S-4 himself was ts beé
there sometime during the afterncon of each day. In that

way I kept contadt with the supply seetion.

Did you ever have to ‘e’l-zam%e a task plan due %o the supply
situation in the regiment? : _

Ho, we d4dn't, We had & lot of &lffleﬁlty in getting the
proper ration. The Se4 kept a ration dump at the train ,
area of ¢ and K rations and some 5 in 1 eo that 4f we got
#n order and weren't equipped with proper rations he could
1seue them without delay. When the train bivouae moved
this supply of extra rations would be moved with 4t. It
vas a good system. Our instructions lots of times were
iegued by highey headquarters without thought of rations.
Did you have any extra trucks thepve?

We had one or two we gaptured.

Was that in regiment?

Just my regiment.

Did the eupply officer have anything to do with that?

Pid they earry a reserve?

Did you ever draw on that?

Yes.

About what proportion of the three rations ‘would gou have?
I think seven days' extra altogelher - % or 4 "5 in 1,2

"0" and 2 "K* It worked out nicely.
In actusl combat did you ever feed "BY rations?
No.

In school we inetst on feeding hot meals to troope in
actual combat. Do the men care, or will they eat anything?

SSIFIED.
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hey will eat anything they can get their hands on.
They had these 1ittle stoves I eppke of to heat coffee,
In Selerno we had nothing for seven daye but "C* and

z¥ patlong.

Wag any part of your regiment ever suppliéd by drvepping
supplies?® ‘

ﬁr@"

How does our kitchen equipment ¢ompare with the German‘s?
Prom what I saw of the German equipment, ours was bettep,
in my opinion.

Pid you useé etandard gasoline in your kitchent

Yes.

In @‘ar?z'esent T/8 we have fio 6ogoa sete, do you think 1%
advigable that theee be returned?

Yes Y do.

Pid you have the battalion entrenchment aset?

We had regimentsl entrénching tools. If we are going in a
defengive position I don't see why the engineers can't
deliver these tools. We never use them. I think they are
puperflucus. When we wanted toole the éngineers brought
them to ug. '
Pid you have use for flame throwers?

o flame throwers.

Pid you have agsoult squade?
Kot when I left,

To what extent was the emmunition dump up there?

¥Wo triefl teo keep it mobile.

Dia you find that the vehieles of your train were sufficlent
%o haul ammunition? '

We had Yo put ammunition en everything.

D14 you find any roade mined?

The roads were always mined,

How did you overcome thatt

We formed a mine detegtor platoon, and made 1t a part of
the mine plateon and entim=tank company. We had 1.8
detectors igeued to ug and with them formed 3 faquads of
8 detectors each. Vhen a battalion moved we attached a
detached squad te the battallon %o search for mines,

If we needed more and other battalions weren't employed,
we gave them two or three. If we were in reserve and
division needed@ eur platoon for another regiment, they
would teke it from us. It worked very satisfactorily.
These men were right at the head and i1f they ceme to a
bypass they searched 1t befere the engineers reached
there. If we were golng acrose country the men tg% x‘%ea
along and searched as they went aleng. DECLA 5‘2‘ -
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Is there any place where we could out down on v‘e‘i;;ic-qie‘g;?
No. T don't think we should. |

I was thinking of the heavy machine gun and heavy weapona
cempany, eould they get along with fewer jeeps per equad?

I don't think so. They are all overloaded as 1% is. o
one took into eonsideration all the paraphernalia 6 be
earried and as a result there were a 1ot of broken axles.

‘What eouvemirs were allowed to be picked up?

We ddn't place any restraint on collecting souvenirs,
other than to prevent the men from stealing watches

snd peyasonal equipment from priseoners and ead. You
would find a lot of that before the graves regletration
Getall goﬁ up. We required that all capiured weapons be
turned in. They did keep knives and compasses.

Aﬁw‘ about replacement of troops and weapons, 61d you have

~any 30P?

fo HOP but we 414 sugment the heavy weapons company by
giving them additional personnel. ’

What 1f & machine gun was knocked out, how did you secure
replacemont? v | v

We requisitioned replasement through division ondnance

officer.
Norélly you would fend a vehlele back to get 149
Yes. Sometimes we got it and sometimes we dldn't.

You didn't operate a supply polnt? We teagh that here.
We think that's a eolution, o

Is that recent?
N6, the s¢hool has been teaching it for two years.
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