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WRH in how you used intelligence and reconnalssance
8.
“ :

\)

We had & very extensive training schedule for our intelligence
personnel within the regiment before going overseas. (lasses
were held in whioh the ental 8- under the ervision of
the DW G-2 gave instruction to both the regimental intelli-
section and battalion seetion so that we were uniform in
ng the regiment. In the combat area the 5-2
sent out patrols and did thing in conneotion with
intell division order and my own. The battallons
would question the prisoners ¢aptured very casually and send
them bask to the regimental 5-2, where we had interpreters
smong the enlisted men who could speak either Italian or German.

Ie there thing in particular that you used the reconnalssance
phhmf.ﬁu ‘:t for, as a unit?

I weell the reconnaiesance platoon on patrels, establishing OF's,
defenae of 0P and anything of speecinal nature regarding intelli-
gence that ocame up.

Were they useful to you as eyes and ears?

Yes, I made great use of my section and relied on them to a
large extent.

How many of these le Aid you lose, either killed or tured,
wore €ageaitiss heaty? ; e

Not very heavy. We did lose some but not very many. B2
was oaptured. He was interested in seeing what at
Persona and when the Germans counterattaoked, was captured,
together with his orderly. His drafteman was killed by falle

ing flak.

Did you announged the essentlial elements of information
in a sit :lﬂllmglﬂumﬂhil:n;thﬂ-hntm
8-2 went about analysing 1%7

-
.
:

the information By emp n:‘

and the
&n.sl.u B=f'g. He them in any written orders.
An submitted & report te divielon day. I didn's
ordinarily give the essential elements of information. The

ordere were verbal mostly and I talked over the whole sltua-
tion at the time with the commanders..

Prier %o the attack, d4id have an opportunity to
find out ‘IHI[I-;htﬁ.;“ﬁl hill and that 31-

‘I:Hlm%‘ﬂﬂ'l and So definitely make plans to arrive
at ansvers

Very seldom - we moved quiekly and without very much informa-
tion. We had vm 1ittle opportunity for detailed reconnais-
sance or even limited reconnalssance. The information we
DECLASSIFIED.
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received was sketghy and not detalled enough from division. We

seéldom knew what nmﬁh ar force was ging us or what line
they were on. We u y had to start t off moving forward
without much information or reconnalesance at all.

Q. As to the mechados of the command post operation, how d4id you
l;lp your :!.tutl.nn'm and how d14 you fumnish your supply
of apetate

A. Ordinarily when we started out I left the CP in place, took a
forward CP consisting of the 5.3 and 5-2, a communications
officer, surgeon and represchtative of the B«d4, together with
liaisons from attached groups with me. Ve would move forward
and follow glosely behind the leading slements, maintai
wire and rafie, and wire communication with rear OP, The 5.3
garried an 8-3 map and one of the folding maps. The gergeant
kept the B=3 map under supervision of the 8«3, The S-2 had a
drafteman with him who kent the enemy situation on a map of
his own and would from time to time chegk with the 8.3 as %o
our situation and also give the 8-3 his situation. They work-
ed very clese together in the CP. It was a gonatant inter-
ghange of information between the 5.3 and the 8-2,

Q. W¥ere any trick methods uned?

A. Ve had a map case similar to one sold at The Infantry BSchool
that folded in the middle. VYe used this onat exolusively,

with asetats covering on map and pencils (eolored). This
worked very satisfaetorily. For overlays we kept a separate
work map so that we slwaye had the 8=3 map to refer to.

Q. Are these things available once exhaustedy

A. W¥We never ran short. We had a good supply and were able %o
get more from division when we ran shert.

Q. Using overlays, how 41d you come out in wet weather? I'm
u-.t:u. of ission of overlay from regiment to battal-

ion by messenger. Would they get wet?

A. Usually we had a conference of conmanders first and the over-
layes were issued to the 83 right there., They conferred with
the regimental 8-3 to be sure everything was correct. After
that we never sent overlaya.

Q. Did you use base lines?
A, We 414 on oceasion but not extensively.

Q. What seale maps 4id you have?

A. 1/200,000 or 1/100,000, reproduced from the British maps, not
eontoured but hashured, elevations in meters, with mile soale

on the bottom of the map. In landing we used the Jan grid
stem with the Navy. Tn the division we employed the thrust

line system for coordinates.

Q. In the regiment, do you think it possible to keep a situation
map onh one map?

A. Ve d'd v enw but in addition had a work map.The 8.2
kept a -:;u Inﬂ:h chowing the enemy situation, patrols,
ete, This information he transferred from time to time to
the 8-3 u‘. The kept the situation map and the
8-3 uséd 1t for pl ng and other purposes.
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Q. I am interested in the training of the 8.3 sergeant; when
prévaring %o give a verbal order, how much time did you
have %o allow him to prepare the ascommanying overlay?
A, It varied from a half hour teo asn hour, depending on how
much you had on 1%, He was an exoellent man and had an
assistant with him, a draftsman who assleted him, They

eould do it quiekly - it depended on the amount of ine-
formation T wanted on 1it.

§. Do you find 1t desirable to put as much of your order as
poeaible on that operations overlay?

A. I tried to get everything on it.

Q It P‘ had that information on the overlay, did you repeat
n your verbal ordert

A, Yes, always for emvhasis, and to be sure we all understood
eash other.

Q. How about map distribution, d4id you have them down Sthrough
battaliona?

A. HM.nmlnmrnfm-Mpﬂmmmn.
We never got mush ow the gompany commander.

Q. What geale maps 414 you have?
A. 1/A00,000 ana 1/200,000.
Did you have aerial photographs at any time?
A. m: in the ini erations. We had alr photegraphs of
the beaches

-1 = they were exoellent. They were
taken about a week before the invasion of Sicily and Italy.

Q. It is advant to have alr photographs for all opera-
tiona isn't 1!

A. Yes, especially if you were unable to get reconnalssance.

Q. VWhieh did you use moet, overlays or sketohea, and what
wére the relative ldmtq“i

A. The regiments used overlays mostly. No sketohes were em-
ployed to my knowledge.

Q. The battalions used overlays also?
A. Yes.
Q. ¥hat are the relative merits of the two in your opinion?

A. I would mush rather have the overlay than I would the
sketoh., T can put 1t right on the map.

Q. 88111 conti with sketsches, we have emphasized
panaramic sk ? nglm:, lia m find occoasion where
such sketehing would b

A. Net over there. Ve never used them.
Q. Information was copled on asetate by the gressed peneil?
If the information became obsolete, 'Ig:‘;‘éwnlﬂ to 1t
Af 1t was erased? DE "o
pop DIR 5208
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A. Ve had the information in the Journal.

Q. You 4idn't bether to make a gopy of your sltuation?

A. No.

Q. Did you keep a aopy of every overlay to higher quarters?

A. Yes, and to lower headquarters too.

@« You muet have had a master overlay in headquarters?

A. In ental headquarters we did. Our ordera were moatly
v from division. The regimental commander would
usually bhe called to the divisien CP and from the division
map the 2-3 made an ovsrlay.

€. Did you have any trouble with intereeption of 'phone messages?

A. Ne. T don't recall any instance when the (lermans tapped our
1ines. They came im on the radlo quite a Bi%.

Q. Did you have the 300 radio?

A. Ve had the 284 and the 288, plus the 511 and the 536. I had
a 610 set at my headguarters to ecommunieate with the battale
ion oommanders. e operated on a wide front and 1t was im-
possible alwaye to keep wire in. You don't get as much
servise out of wire as you think you will. We found this
volee radlio set of great lmportance and uwsed 1% in the cglear
with a prearranged ocode.

Q. The code wae handed down by division?

A. No, made wp in the regiment.

Q. DAd you get better service from the 610 than from the 2847

Q. How about the 535, was 1t satisfactory?

A. It was very saticfactory, exeept the batteries issued were
old and had to be changed frequently.

Q. Did you use messengers to advantage?

A, Yo more than we had %o - they were the least desirable meana,
Q. Did they get lost, killed and wounded?

A. Yes.

Q. Vas 1t nomal procedure to send by more than one means or
rely on one means?

A. If we had ially important we had lialson
officers -ﬂg’n.m‘nﬂ:nt and T would use them.

They were sufficlently informed to answer any queations
the battalion commander might want te ask.

Q. How 414 you ghoose these lialson officera?’

I shoose thoee who would make assistante for the 8.1, £ and
3. They weres ploked officers.

-
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Did they 411 in?

Yes. I always had replacements in mind for them too., I
selected officers for their education, training and ability
to 111 these partieular poeitions. ‘i'lht'l very important.
You should have a staff selection two or three deep - fowr
if posalible - within regiment,

Pid you rotate them?
Yes, apg much as I gould.

Along that same line of questioning, how deep did you try
to keep radio operations - 2 or 3 deep?

I always had two deep and tried to keep three deep. Ve
would train a man, let him go back to hie outfit and dring
in another man.

D14 you use radios for anti-alreraft warning?

¥e had a warning system in division in which they reported
any alr attacks.

You got that in regimental headquarters, how dld you assemble
it?

There was 2 certain code letter in S80I that meant anti-tank
or alr attask.

¥as your warning effective for alr attack?

Mo it was not. They usually lllggld in defore you ocould et
it. If it came over regimental we gsouldn't get 1t %o
division in time. For your own benefit, it didn't work -
espeoially for alr attack. Ve had no mass attack of tanks,
The tankes were always wlth infantry when they came in.

¥Was plane identification as taught effective?

It was not very effective. It's hard for anyons to tell
whether ith a friendly plane or otherwise., If a plane
aotually otrafed us the men opened fire; otherwiase they
had ordere not to fire. We had a lot of fire on friendly
rlanes.

Did the men fire when it started to make ite run?
When it was ecoming down.
¥hat is the longest mareh you made?

One we made wee between 25 and 30 milee! that was over
mountains.

¥hat were your orders to your motors in case of air attack?
They would s and personnel would try to get out of the way.
A souple of mn they came in before anyone saw them.

fly low - hopping. You can't hear the motors and 1t's
hard to see them.
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Q. What distanee Aid you have between vehioles?
A, Mo closer than 50 yards and normally 75 te 100 yards,

Q. Did you have anti-alreraft cecurity - d'tndhmt: out ahead
in vhat you deemed the eritical areas?.

A, Yea., Ve used our heavy weapons machine guns for anti-aireraft
proteetion and on every fourth 2% ton truck we had 50 salibers
in addition to security detachments,

Q. FHow about antl-tank and mechanized security?

A. The seme way.,

Q. V¥What can you tell ua on advanee guard formation?

A, We usually moved at night, anywnhere from 15 to B0 miles into

territory, and used the nommal advance guard formatlion

emnented with patrols. The battalions covered quite a
distance on the road. The 84 battallion in column was over an
hour's march from the head of the leading battallion.

Q. That was at night?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you maintain contaet from one unit to another?

A, Conneoting fllees and radlo. T usuwally followed behind the
leading battalion.

Q. Do you mean foot or motor patrol?

A. Ve used a platoon of the Division HReeonnalssaneoe Troops out
ten miles in the daytime; at night we used foot patrolas,
leading and on the flanks.

Q. They didn't go out very far?

A. Mo,

Q. One reason for thig question about advance guards and protec-
tion inat aireraft, there is a division of Paragrach 264 of
100-5 in which under anti-alreraft proteetion they say motor
eclumns will continue te mareh, not halt and dlsperse,

A. That's a good thing.

Q. Por the firet time in these problems we are going to teaech to
eontinue to mareh.

A. Our order was that we were to halt and get out but that len't
what happened, You didn't have time to halt and get out.
The times we were strafed the planes flew over and the
vehiolep didn't stop, Nearly all the shells landed between
the trucks - we didn't lose a man,

Q. DAd they eome over you?.

A. Yes.

Q. ¥hat dletange over the column?

A, I am unable to state, but you could see the nilot easily.

-6- SONPIUNTIAL
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Di4 you knoek any out?

We knoeked out one rlane with small arms fire,

Do you feel 1t would be well to continue %o mareh?
Yes, I think so, if in vehioles.

Do the planes make only one trin?

In this instance they 4id. Ordinarily they come back two
or three times,

How many nlanes would you get ag a rule?

We had air superiority but the Jermans came in threees and
sixes,

¥hat deviations from the standard T/0 of equirment 4id you
adopt within ynur unlt - any trick elementa?

We had %o organisze a mine detesting nlatoon which we added

to the mine rlatoon in the anti-tank eommany. We were

i1ssued 192 detectors and formed 3 squades of € deteotors each
and whenever the battallion moved out we attached a squad

with the battalion. If the battalion wanted more we attache-

ed two or three muads. They operated under the anti-tank
vlatoon leader. e took the men from the rest of the regiment.
We went over 15% overws h, which helped out but men wvere
taken from the rifle o es for this platoon.

How did you organigze your bagooka teams?

We A14n't have any bazooka teams as such. They were iasued
to the men by the company commander, as he saw fit, within

the gempany. _ .

That detector is the only srecial one you had?

Yes.

What did you do about proteetion of your CP?

I think the OP ghould have a defense platoon in 1t. e uced
the band and a E%ltnan from the reserve battalion to protect
the “a’.ﬂmm .

You found it necessary in both cases to organize the defense
guard from the combat troope?

Yes.

Pid you attempt to organige your operating rersonnel into
improvised taetical grours for your command nost nersonnel ¥

We used what we eould on guard to supplement the defense,

The radlo and visual sections were they organized into grours
for purposes of combat?

Net for purposes of ocombat,
¥Was the OF ever attacked?
We go% a tank soare which we stopred before it got to the OP

but ev man in regimental CP was deployed in this instanece
for its defense,

R CORPTDERTIAL
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Q. Did you run into any plastiec mines?

A. Yes, '

Q. Your deteotors worked on theset?

A. No., We had to prod. The Gemmans didn't have many of them.
Most of the ones we ran into were Bouneing Bettles and
Teller Mines.

Q. Did you run into any new tyne mines? The ones that you can
run two or three trucks over and the fourth will set 1t off?

. A« No, but some of the Teller Mines will do that.
Q. Did you suffer many casualties from anti-personnel mines?

A. No great percentage. As soon as you got casualties you would
geareh that area.

Q. Did the detectors nick up anti-personnel mines?
A. Wes.
Q. Does the fear of mines slow up the advance?

A. It slows it up quite a bit. Deteetors are usually behind the
leading group, searching along the road -~ neverthelesa, it
8till slows you.

Q. Would you run into minefields during night movementa?
A, Yes.
Q. What distanee 4id you make at night?

A. That varied according to the resistance we ran into; the
bridges that were blown] the bypasses that had to be fixed.
I know we started usually around dark and never got to the
objeotive some 18 or 20 miles until sometime the next morn-
ing = 1t wae an all night proposition. A goed 12 hours.

Q. What was the length of time from the time a nriconer was
captured until he was interrogated?

A, As poon as he was reported by battallion to us we had him on
the way baek to the stockade for questioning elther under
battalion or regimental guaml. Ye never bro t him
in the r ental OP. The battalion B2 used a battalion
vehiele if available; if not, the regimental interpreter
would go for him. The battaliones didn't hold him at all.

Q. Did you find in asking questions you would get information
you could use immediately?

A. Not very often, General information as to the company the
person was with, what he was doing or something like that.
Az the interpreter became more experienced he got more in-
formation,

Q. What was the interrogation team made up of?

A, We had a 1st Lieutenant and a gergeant for questioning German
prisoners and a similar team for questioning Italian prisoners.

- A -
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They were part of the division interrogation team?

Yes.

In a situation as it existed in Italy was 1t a matter of an
hour or seven or eight hours before prisoners got bask? I
notieed in one report that 1t took 18 hours to getback, is
that unugusl ?

Very unusual. I'd gay within an hour nomally, depending on
the route they had to go back.

They were brought baeck by the troops?

U'sually they were brought back tn the battalion CP and from
there the battalion 8-2 handled them, or asked regiment to
send for them.

He didn't have any recularly assigned troops for that purpose?
He had to take what he had there, We had “P'a,

You mentioned the 8-2 "m.tng aome rlace near the CP, 4id you
have any name for that place?

I think 1t was "Prisoner Colleoting Polnt," a nolnt wvhere we
had them brought in.

How much of a going over were they given there?

Yery 1ittle at the battalion.

Were they searched again?

Yes. T believe they were scarched, | They would turn in anye
thing they had to the battalion 8«2 who turned it over to the
interpreter.

Tagging was done in that divislon?

Yes. Close to the regimental CP we had a prisoners' stockade,
about 200 yamas from the CP.

What did you call that?
Regimental Btockade.

Operated by MP's?

Yes, a detachment with ue,
Under eontrol of the regiment?

¥We had one of our own officers tralned at MP gchool in the
divieion. He was trained and sent back to the regiment with
A detall of division MP's, They had transportation and
operated this golleeting point for prisoners, guarfied them,
and were used to take prisoners back to the division so we
wouldn't have to use our own men. The YP's were also used
to guard the OP, uTﬁnmu on the move and as guides to

ate traffie. ia worked better than having the MP
back at division.

Vhat sise M° outfit 4id your dlvision have when you left?

It was authorized 688 men. T don't know how big 1t got after-
wards.

-9- QONEIRENTIAL -
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It did get bigger?

I'm sure it Ald, T think they eent 15 men and an officer
to each regiment, Moat of the burden for the M" work was
rlaged on regiment. Going in a town we had to operate
with this detachment.

D14 you have an officer with the groun?

Ve did -« an officer from the regiment - a let Lieutenant
from one af the rifle companies.

At the elose of the Sieilian eampalgn, the prisoners were
I‘Eﬂ in mass, were they not? Were they handled different-
Yy

We brought them bagek the same way - 500 So 1000 at a time,
How about eivilians, were they any trouble?

They gave ua nr{ 1ittle trouble. Bometimes we had to
leave a nlato n a city as guards until the MP's took
over,

¥Were there any arrests of civiliana?

No. We questioned everybody; they were required to carry
identiflecation cards,

What kind of counter intelligence measures did you take
and how were they arrived at

We geldom employed any counter intelligence; we moved aso
rapidly, I can't give a sptuﬂhuu. Fowever, the
regimental S-2 was iven about §1000 to expend any way
he wanted to, 1. e., giving it to eivilians for infoma-
tion, ete, He would turn in what he didn't use. If he
needed more he would get 1i%.

Do you have any idea from where he got thie information?
We got a lot from oliviliang, some from nnnaﬂ, some
from the regimental OF obeerving} pﬂnog

elvilians and priseners.

How about from your own artillery, 4id you get information
from artillery?

Not very much - some - not a great deal,

Wa® there ever a oase you know of vh-rl‘{on requested
artillery to usé a rlane to get informa for you?

They had a lialson plane but I dldn't ask for information.
If they were up they would report in.

¥Was it your practioce to make prigoners comfortable or un-
confortable when questioned?

¥We save them gomething to eat and eigarettes before question=

ing by the interrogation team.
How about before the intelligense offlcer got them?
I don't think they did that.

- 10 =



e

~SSREIOENTIAL

Q.

Qs

A.

Q.

A.

Q.
A.

A,

Q
A,
Q.

A,
Qe

A,
Q.
A,

Q.
A,

Qe
A.

Q.

We are teaching that the companies will make very simple

ranh thﬂ battalions will make unit reports, ocon-
idating those other rerorts, did you find that eould

be worked? _

Ordinarily that's the way we 4id it,

How frequently 414 you require these rerorta?

Several timee a day, It should be frequent,

You would require an immediate report on any speeial ohange
in a situation? Did you have a periodical report or summary
for the rast two or three hours?

I had no summary report. They reported frequently, the
situation and immediately, any speeial change, .

What sort of reports were you required to send to division?

We had to send an =2 report at a certain time and alse an
3=3 report at a certaln time ench day - one a day.

A:{Ihuq ;ﬂmﬂ.. of eouree, you reported right away by
nev

Yea, by telephone, radio or lialson offiecer. The lialson
officer took notes of inastructions issued, overlay position
and reported the information to division in the morning.

In the afternoon he came back to the ent and brought
infomation on what had hanpened at dlvision,

In addition to the two reporte that wercin?

Yee.

As I understand it, you had 8«1, 2 and 3 in your forward
command post?

That's right,

Pid you have a telephone in your forward CP from tlm rear
CP to the forward OP?

Yes.,

Where 41d you keep your nersonnel?

At the rear CP. The messages that came in were flled by
the sergeant and his assistant at the forward CF and

golleoted by the chief elerk during the day for entry in
the Jjournal.

Pid you attemnt to keep a record of instructions you used?

Yes. A clerk took down everything T sald and that was in-
eorporated in the Jeurnal.

How far in the rear was your OP?

It varied with the gltuation but on occasion was five or so
miles in the wouh., At night we would move it wp,

Did you have a train bivouae there?

Our field train bivouae wae at another plase., However, at
times 1t was in the vielinity of the rear CP,

-12- "SQUFIDENTIAL —
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9s I wae wondering why 1! wouldn't have been as well to have
the executive officer up front and a few more clerke and
the company olerks back with division.

A. In the first plage, 1t was difficult to find cover for so
many men and in the seeond place, we found thie epot in
the headquarters to work more effioiently.

Q. W¥Was your personnel officer in the rear CP?

A. Baek with divielon,

Qs  Your executive officer wasn't able to keen apprised of the
situation was he?

A, Yes. A map was kept back at the CP and he made frequent
trine to the forward COFP.

Q. Every night?
A. Day and night.

Q. Did you have your staff organized so that some worked day-
time and some night time?

A. Yes, but we used the nrinciple of one duty officer on duty
at a time with a limited number of clerks. This worked
very suocaesafully.

Q. In effeet, you had a duty officer?

A. That's right.

Q. Amd your eclerical forees were divided into shifta?

A. Yes,

4. What use did you make of the headquarteres commandant?

A. He was gharged with the defense of the regimental CF =
extablishing the OF and commanded headquarters company.

Q. What did you have at regimental for gas offiser?

A. A lieutenant and NCO,

Q. Where did you get them?

A. Out of the headquarters comrany; also the regimental officer.

Q. Do you think that the supply sergeant has any time to
funetion as gas NCO?

A. Under our circumetances he could very well., We had no pas.
4: Under normal eonditiona?

A. T don't think so. The summly nroblem i= too mueh to handle.
4. Whe was responsible for laying out protection?

A. The headquarters commandant,

- 13 =



Q. In eomestion with enemy situation, did you know enough
of the enemy situation to make any etudy of the enemy's
oapabilities as we teach them here?

A, HNot verywll. I a14 wvork 8-~2 hard on this but our
information was so meagre that I wasn't able to
determine the strength or intentions of the enemy.

Q. Did you garture any prisoners?

A. Yes,

Q. You did study what the 8-2 had and tried to estimate what
foree they were in and what they intended doing? -

A. From guestioning of nrisoners you could get some informa-
tion on that - not mush.

Q. Colonel Molland told us that 206 minutes are usually needed
to reorganize battalion and continue baek, what was the
average in your case?

A. I can't answer that, Ve were on the move and I don't

recall any time when we had a time limit in which to re-
z0. That ocame up later - after I left the regiment

when the Germans took a stand.

Q. VWhat use did you make of standard operating proeedure?

A. ¥e had standard operating procedure for the OF setup;
for movement on roads for movement by vehieles, and
oertain thinge within the bivoume area such as guards,
outposts, ete.

Q. You had no 80P for attachments to hattalions?

A, No we dld neot,

Q. Did you have mueh of a problem with replagements?

A. Yep we did., lHowever, we -ﬁdo- got replacements until quite
awhile after the campalgn. PEIIO-HI" after Bledly
came the day before we went tu It We received replace-

ments in Italy irregularly and at no stated times. Usually
they were receilved at the most inopportune time for us.

d+ Do you get officere the name way?

A, Yes.

Q. Howwere they as to quality for replacementa?

A. Individually the men were all right but they lacked training.
Some were sed to be trained as riflemen but they weren't
rifiemen, rteen weeks aren't enough before a man goes
inte combat.

Q. How about the junior leaders?

A, eame in the same way. If we onuld have had them for
¢ before going into combat it would Have been better.

' S8 a
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Qs
A.
Qe

A.

Qe
A.

Qe
A.

A,
Q.

A.

A.

Q.

A.

In other words, when the untrained was doing u. {ou kent
him unsomfortable and when the trained man was doing the
questioning, you gave him all the trimminge?

That's right.

Tn this questio direoted by ental 8-2, dld they
try to get nartie 35-:- rleces of information?

The interpreters had gertain divieion instruetions and theh
T gave them the questions I wanted answered. They would
supplement this aceording to thelr own experience to get
the informmation desired.

Did you have suceess in determining enemy intentionas?
¥We tried to do that in the questioning and had suceess in it.
Did you make it a practiee to give FEI's to your 8e.2F

I tried S0, Ve seldom received EET from division in the
ﬂ':li plage, then we more or less govered KETI in the verbal
order,

These ocould be classed as FEI'es; thies continuing process
through the whole operation?

Yes.,

Do you know how the battalion 8«2 was generally mlnﬂd'
¥Were they used as reconnalscance officers?

We made the l!.ltlll in the h-gi.nn!. sending them out

with patrols but I stopped that. Eﬁ, got separated from
the OPF for a long time and were unable to fllﬂ.'l.lh me with.
information, I required them to atay e¢lose to the CP and
not go with ratrols) when ":H out with patrols they

got out of touch with every

Pid you find that officer patrols were necessary to confim
information that you had gotten by some other patrole?

No I 4ldn's. I sent officers on patrols but not to verify
what other patrols had brought in,

Is 1t true that the battalion eommanders are prone to use
him because he s a Junior officer?

They are prone to use him; and also not listen to his
1gnﬂm. The result was 1t was har to get 1nrnm-
tion.

Do you think i1f the battalion 8.2 were a captain 1t would

help any?

He should be a eaptain and should stay close to the OP,
The battalion commander gete go involved he forgets to
send back infommation., look to the 8<2 for information
rather than the battalion eommander,

Your company combat reports, were they suceesaful in giving
you information or were they irregular?

¥e had trouble getting them and they were snasmodie., I
would rather they to to battalion and let them furnish us
with what 1g hanpening. T think that the battallon
commander should see that those thinge get back to regiment.

-1 - ~CoNETDENTIAL—
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A.

Q.
l.

Qe
A.

Q.
A.

A.

A.

A.

A,

A.

Al

Q.

Do they assume responsibility readily?

Yes, from my observation. There were no more nervous oases
among the replacements than there were smong the older men.

Did you have much trouble with faked cases?

No., We didn't as I saw them. You oan ugwally tell whether
& man is faking or not.

Did you have any trouble in diseiplining them?

Not any more than is mormal within a regiment. T didn't de
anything while fighting. In the assembly area we oracked
down on thenm.

Plselpline is a good way to control that reaction len't it7

The doetors usually gave thes morphine and kept them around
the regimental ald station for a couple of days. A little
rest usually helped some of them, @ Worte cases were
aent bagk to a u:.lnﬁng gtation and stayed there for
about & week. Then Af there was no improvement they were
evacuated to the rear.

In regard to replacements, d4'd you have replacements of
field offloers? :

I tried to have no replscements above second lieutensnte =
that's a big morale factor. I never received any replace-
ments higher than a second lieutenant, exeept one captaln.

lu,m Tind your lialson officers to be of great value %o
you

Yes I 4id, for the reason that you have two deep in your
ataff to start with. are also invaluable when you
need to transmit infommation. They have to know tastles.
liajeon officers in the beginning were not so enc=
but after their Siecilian experience proved exce y
helpful and valuable to me.

In giving your order, do you give a signal for the lifting
or shift of supporting fires within the regiment or was
that BOP?

I never did give any. It was in the 850I. Our artillery
setup was sush that we didn't find a signal negessary %o
have fires shifted,

Pid your battalion commanders issue the ordera?

If they wanted fires shifted they did.

All heavy weapons were observed fires?

Yes.

You say you d4idn't issue instructions for artillery firing?
Iﬂi I 414 So commencge the attack and from there the

lery battalion commander handled it on eall from the
battalions.

How far baok was the forward OP from the line of attasck?

- 10 - '
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A,

A,

A
q.

A.

s
A,

A,

A,
Q.
A,

Q.

A.

A,

Q.
A,

Ordinarily, eolose up - around 1000 yards in an attack,
Yhen in dl"i'lﬂl! at falerno - around 1500 yards.

At that time how large a front would you cover?
A three mile front at that time,
How about frontages?

Ordinarily we had nothing on the right or left and were
ususlly in golumn of battallons.

¥hat was your frontage in Salerno in defense?
Three miles,

These delaying forees, ware they of considerable strength
usually?

It varied from a company on up.

In a long approach march asross country, dld your heavy
weapons comr any earry weapons?

They earried them, yes.

Pid you feel you should have had animal transportation?
On oseasions, yes.

Pid you go across gountry?

Yea. GHometimes along the read - gpread out,

Vhere did you get your light machine gunat

We got them through division.

Pid you uee pack-boards?

Yes. Ve had the mountain pask-boarda. They are very good.
I have geen the new standamrd, but we 4idn't use then.

ﬁ: supporting artillery generally an integral part of your
ap

No, but slosely associated with it, T released the artillery
battalion commander and kept a lisleon officer with a radio
with me. He kept in touch with the B-.2 and 8.3, and relayed
to the artillery battalion commander any instructions from me.

This maintaining gontact with the enemy drawing out, is that
as easy done as sald?

No. We didn't do it so well either., T don't know what was
wrong. Ye sent sut patrols but lost contagt. The Germans
were sugsoessful., They seemed to have some group that held

on %o us at all times. o ——

Pid Shey ever break elean and take the pressure off the front?

Yes they did, exmeept for contast natrols.

Ly
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3.
A,

A.

A,

A,

A.
Q.

A,

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

A,

What happened at night in the advance puard formation?

Ve used the normal advance guard formation at night,
supplemented with patrels to the right and left,

The firet ald men followed behind to adwinister first ald,
Do you have any idea of the disolipline of the American
soldier when gaptured?

All that I know is that a Cerman bulletin that was captured,
gited the American soldier as an example for (German troops

to follow when captured,

¥Was the Gemman seldler fairly willing to talk?

flome were and some weren't., The older (Germans, around X8 or
40 were about fed wp with thinge and were mﬂng to talk.
However, the younger Germar® were relu¢tant to talk. They are
surly and eruel.

It would be a good idea to separate them,

That's what we did.

Did you separate the officers and non-goms?

Yes.
If you had %o trailn a ent again, is there anything in
partioular you would ze?

1 think I would emphasize sooutld patrolling, terraln
sppreciation and more firing; g‘i:;'lg every man a good sourse

in every weapon and map ing

On scouting and patrelling, everybody says that, and I want
to know whether 1%t is a question of whether we don't have
enough patience to maccomplish seouting and natrolling.

I think we have the mechanios all right but our patrols lask

ssiveness. Also, they weren't very good on knowing the
information of interest for the higher commander in report=
ing back the situation.

These other people are willing to take a day to crawl acrons
] lﬂJ:I' of ground and T den't think we are - is that the
fault

No. I think our patrolling ie too oasual. It's hard to put
your finger on the fault.

don't reglate what they can accomnlish - what I'm
to at ie whether 1% 18 our doctrine or our
American temperament.

I think 1t's a laek of good grounding in the junior officers
of scouting and patrolling. I think our teachings are all
right but where the fanlt lies 1s in whether the offloers
themaslves have the proper appreciation.

Do you place great importanee onh marksmanship?

From the standpoint that 1t gives men gonfidence in their
weapons,
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Q.

A.

A,

A.
Q.

A.

A
Q.

As
Q.

A,

It might be more advantageous to teach more scouting and
patrolling and lefss markemanship.

I would hesitate to decide between the two., It isn't se
much what we quh as how it 18 carried out.

You mentioned terrain sppreeliation, would you pive us some
tions as te how to put that aercss to the junior
of fioera?

z.ullhnﬂr having officers actually take positions with
ir units.

In your attacks, your battallon objleatives were oritical
points, where you expeoted the enemy to be?

Yes .

Po you think in teaching terrain appreciation you eould
teach it well having them use mape and giving them the
ﬂ:::tlgl of us photo maps, or do we etress that toeo
mua

I advecate m « It 1s hard to tell what the country looks
l1ike from photo maps, other than woods and streaams.

Po you think that terrain appreeiation ean be taught beat in
a¢ctual problems on the ground?

That's the only place 1t gan be taught.

If only an introduetion to it, you might teagh a large class
by uee of the model and save a lot of timel?

Ko, I'd rather have them get out on the terrain itself.

You haven't always time to teach 1t on the ground - we have
two hours for a conference and then some ?rluunnl work.

We have a §' x 18' gand table, 1' to 1000', a contour m

Tor the same area, everything - do you think the sand table
has value where time is limited, in teaching terrain
appreciation?

Yes I do, You can see¢ what it looks like, but if you can
:3&!::“ it by astually plaeing trocps on the ground, it
better.
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vithin Anterlooking fire was possidle, dut
betwaen it was not. '
mlnu:-mMumlrmNmm

”mgtnmmpum-munm.m
attagk the position at Salerno Beach.

Was your cannon ¢ompany self-propelled?
Yesn.
How 444 you use 1t?

One pf 76's was attaghed to sach assault Dbattallion
n“*-um-fmtmmum

m’ummmmmm.mmh

Not to any extent. Most of our fire was direat fire,
What 444 you 4o with your tanks in defense?
o R R R R
P44 you ewer use tanke in defense?

Yes, at Salemmo,
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Fo; the British wore ten miles to our west and had been

UARMLO 30 SvaRes. Leoase
S e IR it the S in o oy pesteon

sending in tanks and metori infantyy ttack

rear. (Purther Iﬂlmﬁu‘: diagran. 1‘ . -
What direotion 4id you come from?

(Plagram). We went through Persano, with two battalions.

M?Hﬁﬂtlﬂ An suoh a manner that they
eouldn't go in and hit Gernans?

They were pimned down on the beash. (Plagram),
Your OF wae with the two battalions on the left?

- How leng was your supply line out?

For about Shirty-sixz hours.
I wonder AT knowl of defens here
“r:’. edge e as Saught was a

It wvas a big help %o me and T think it is absolutely correet.

the good sense enough to it their to
m?hntulumunt these tuations?
I think ghould teasch as are doing here, and on
the good senes of the offieers %0 18 Shelw kns the
situat 1 think w ve more to
than they are at present. I think mnth-r o
they ean mh-&ﬂum.uu:m
L]

How about your bagooka and anti-Sank guns?




A. It was attacked for three stmaight days, the 1 14sh
and 15th of September, by the Cermans, hpuﬂdmulih
Did you lose afy of your tanks?

We 444n't lose a tank. The tanks were plaged in defilade
behind the front line to support the try.

Was that a forward slope?
Yes. A forward slope.
Your positions were forward?
Yes.
Pid you have 67's?
~.¥We had 67's in the regiment; 37's in battalion.
‘mm-“ﬂﬂﬂumhthfmtnmt

They were plaged where they could fire to the front
looated the anti-tank gommander, coordinated ﬂ&
the He fitted his guns to sugnent the
defense the wvhole area - just vhere I can't
renember.

rererere re

Q. Vere they pretty well forward?
A. Pretty well forwam.
. @ +¥hat sugeess 414 the 87's have against German tanke?

A. They were sugeessful « knooked out several of them,
N__but are limited in range to 1000 yamds. Within ite
range A% s a very fine gun.

Q. Do the commanders state wvhether they would
rather have 37 or 67 in battalions?

A. never stated. They 4ldn't use the 7 - only the anti-
conpany had thea in the regiment.

Q. Vas artillery under your control or in support of you?
A. Artillery was in support of me. (Deseridbed by diagram)

e ——,



Here again the prineiples of defense were followed?

Tes, asyou teach them here.

Ve give 1000-2000 yards frontage %o a bastalion.

¥y battalion had about 3000 yards, but the country was open.

pia have riunity to obs
] e AT S BT X

had beén industed in 1540 and had hed twe
- 4 lhﬂ. years training before we went over. Prior to

Roy: '8 Dok Thee m“w i o i ™

‘wag An thelr seld .ﬂm.“
They lack evaluation and use of terrain?

Q.
A That's right.

Q. Had most of your officers been through a serviee sghool?
A,

Q.

rF £ royrroe

Everyone of then was either an 00 or ROW graduate,
Pi4 you receive replasements over there?
As Yo received mmmmmw
ﬂ- time %o know the nen or officers were %o do
we got in combat.

Q« Pid they have sush training?

A had Shirteen weeks, which T don't think is enough.
Mmmnm*whﬂu i »

Q. ll.llﬂlunlhthptl-l*m%mmﬁ
A. rﬂﬂﬂl‘m.mﬂiflm The terrain was rolling,

Vhere were the platoons of your cannon company in that defense?

A in in for

b et AN SN LTS
the ssotor.

Al airest fire?

The 78 platoons used direst fire. The 100 platoon, indirect

o

mmﬁdg. “ﬂiw ¥as there any
um-m:m-.
R S X e

. fr ® re

were sgattered out to the front and used the alternate

Af negessary. T g
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you have mugh lntlut itua f
““““ﬁ'ru a tion of Anfiltrating

Fo. They never 414 penetrate our line.

Were any of your front line platoons overerun?
o,

P44 you say those tanks were dug in?

nrd-:‘mmmmmm. Bome were dug

nmm-mmumm

I eortalmly wordld have, “
"“rlu‘mwmm the infantry

r o r r rerer eor

Q. hmmﬁu-_luu-hhouﬁ-t

-quuu. Tnat has o be ivonel out. The tamks we
a- Iﬂ“lﬂlm 8.

. mter b 88 B I v B 2

r

have to
A m!&r" I‘llm
E‘-_E“",.....mm"u-

utuumn-tnn-lutnmuh.:ﬁlm
say mortars are the most effective againet T
Yes. The mortars and the Browhing sutomatie rifle.

Is the six barrdled mortar a long range weapon?

W“lﬂllﬂlhﬂﬂ“m- T am not
-

¥hen going into a defensi tion and making a Sentatd
Mwn;u.m"ﬂ:“qlwi . i

A I slways sent reconnalesance ous,
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A. Tes, T followed t you teagh here reference to advanse
parties and mﬂnﬁu.ﬂh

Q: ¥What seourity dia have to the froms, if
outpest iagy I AN, o

A. Ve had an outpost line (no® Anditially) when sould.
nmum‘mmhn v -

Q.  From your front line units?

A. TYes. un?nummnm-m
outpoet later, -

Q. Losal ssowrity?

A, Yes.

Q.

Pid you use any anti-personnsl mines?

~ We didn't have any. Ve used hand grenades, and booby

How 4id the funetion during the three in
whish your pos was being attaoked? oy

well, 7he battalion had had experiense An North
< g they knew how %o fight.

& Ware the engineers frem the same veginemt attashed %o
the 45th? .

A. To. I Ml-lﬂ-thlu I hafin't seen
Ima h}lﬂll M'ﬂ“

then
here. From the &8 the
weskness I m"m
$ast dsante :"'.:.':&!,3
t dian's get ] mmtmltlll.
Q. %¥as that due %o Soo broad a fromt?

b B BRI e e, R
r
MIFEIDZ

Q. m m”‘rlmlulﬂnﬂihtlllﬂ-f

Mtﬂnmﬂuumumﬂh
2N umm.mm

oome and ul mo
% ﬁnﬂ.‘ 'm.- Our
H‘Illlh m
hrm « have you

A. the terrain. In
VLS B0l b e S P, e
us, take the

Q. mﬁtmmt

A. Tes., Pretty aush our expeotations,
.o — SRR
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front in contact with the

Yes. 'lllll't.‘l shell fire. It was done at $.
Other than spasmodic n.mamitmmm .

Pid you attempt to simulate your activity?
No, we didn's. Generally the Germans were quiet and we

Hl'v-hn‘ﬂhm-lumum-tmm
you

They were completely amnihilated.
How much later was this?
The very next day.

nmmmmm-m-mv Vhat wvas the
depth you had for the regiment?

Around 2000 yards in depth,

D44 you ever got your other battalion?

Not until the moming we pulled out.

So you never had a regimental reserve?

¥We never had a regimental reserve,
wmmmmmnﬂm-rm-mu

Ersscua
g.— EER e

oy ocould see everything that moved,
EEm L T

1 would rather have them wp front than further back.
Pid you have 4.2's attached?
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A,

A.

rerv

>

fhooting HE?

HE and gmoke.

How 444 they use them?

T used Shem by plateons with battalions.

In Sielly, some of your Dattalions did a 1ittle amphibdious
operation on the north shore? .

That was the 18th Infantyy; we didn't do that.

With the observation had, how 414 the Ttallans use
sivtars, by vattenyt | "

I never heard any report. I don't think so.
Pid had communieations So control all
T Tt e

Fo, I som that I hadn't seen hefore but
gy ¢ Tl Rt Tobitias St ol ey o
.*::.*"‘._.,*%mm:.-.: T .
commander wherever he was., Wire is
B e Do
and i1 Sakes Bime fo find the break.
PA4 you have 300 radios?
¥e hadl 284's and £88's.
Did you have 836's?
S S By
repl thes. W¥e ran times.

Gova finak protestive Tivess | e bringing

I'n sure Shey dida's. They were pretty well set at Salerno.

Do know whether the battalions had any trouble with
observers not to fire

axplEleny Soreentchssprere aos vanting %o Five argee

we A44n't have any troudle., I must commend the
am.-rmm they
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of them. battalion comnmanders
Vas there any instancs where an officer direscted the fire?
bt ot St % S0 oten T e SeBeen oo
zﬂ &:thmnh:ﬂm

lw:mm:mc—uuunu

'l-r Mu L
R LR

How about the sommander of an attashed unis?
The battalion sonmander stayed close to me.
Pid you got any alr missions in front of your area?

B STIA EIL v e

P4 you have Naval Adsison?
't;. na We had Waval 1iatson in Sieily but

¥ould they have besn of any benefit to you?
No. Wot with me. |
mummmmnnmpr

guns that they plcked
5 1n1 goniaet ke vAthin, clote rurgs. Chey vere very

Q% -RE:.%'&"B"‘"" %o have 37's or would 1% be

r

I bslieve vo should have the heavier gun.
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2A0TT0AL SRQTION .
JETERVIEN MITH QOL. RORERT B. HUTONINS
(84oilian and Tnitial
Fhases of the Campaign)
A Aprdl, A944.
What I 1ike to know is;, when took off in Sleily
was ah mhmm-mr:mmmt .

It was.
¥Was the eommander with you on the trip sver?
Yes, on the same boat.

mmpmm.mwnum
I an sure they were.

Vhat kind of artillery was used?

106's.

Pid artillery use dueks?

We used LSTVs.

Pid they have them in the vebiale?

They were unloaded on the beach by their prime movers.

AL T e

Rot We at 10 o'eloeck in the and
A e Y
Pid you break up the teams to centralize artillery?

Yes.

At what stage of the eperation?

¥hen we went in to our assembly area.

You didn't meet any resistance?

Ne. uuﬁyummm and 1t was quite
wa all the « ¥We landed at
30 PM the as
mmalnmll fore artillery v
You 444 41t as soon thereafter as you could?

Tes.
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A.

A

LR R I A

I never saw sush an order,

I nean they wouldn't accompany Shem.

um-nmmmmmnum- commanders.
I-lll ﬂ--ﬁwtnl%h

m To Intioate te siaces %o firet

hﬂnm&lﬂmh“na&
we

R"“Im. “Ve aele s To

wens over Ool. Lawson and

...'.'.".‘.'.‘... s ertatn position. o
i ==! e U0 Sty et | A0y SODETS Refere e

T

reger £ rerey

rerry

dia have
-ﬂ?{q Mnnm.fm“ﬂﬂr
No, we got in at 1000 and pulled out that night at 1L830.
This was a night mareh, in the face of the enemy?
Yos. 20 miles.

P4 you ¢all for any artillery fire during the night?

No: Ve had one but they were able to knook 1%
out without art fire,

T3 SN R SIS e e e
By observer.

They would probdably put 1t away out?

Yes.

You had one road to go up?

aE.mmw.::m::"m

us to our objeetive. the night

was made forwvard,

Te positions he had never seen before?

Yes.

Fewms going to positions he never saw during daylight?

That's right.
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¥e went % the £ the 1 moving
a3 0300 % next surviig, vn e o Relttanal’
battalion "sight. oy -

Where were the 160's at that time?

They wre way dack.
z'mmmihlcﬂ into a bdad tank attack, weren's

Yes. The Germans broke through a day later.
mM-mmmnnM!
Yesn.

Ta, e sttem ron demerived, 414 yew hataaiion emmenter

No. The aetion developed quickly.

mﬁl sommander Sake time to plan and have the
oftieer t the plan?

In this partioular action that mention,
r‘ﬂm:u hl’-“m'tﬂ-m 'ﬁ
whether or not would have fire

. Ne. Ve were in oolumn at that time.

Pid youmske a regimental coordinated attack in that position?
Ne.
D14 they give artillery support for the reserve battalien?
Ne. They dian't fire.
How long 414 that shortage of ammunition last?
About twenty-four hours.
They went in with full loada?
e T
ﬁ'mmmsmmnmmmr

'lhlu ur m“-?t*tiu mun

rounds per gum.

lll“llllhhﬂlt
u-mnmtnu.
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s hToame o Totaat, "I os Rty e aotien,
mmwmmutnntmw
a. 'm-nm:'umhﬂummw-

Fe. We mever got an attack at night on ocur positien.
Mﬂ‘ﬁn-ﬂﬂ;mm-wu of opportunity?

B S o e e

¥e had no reserve battalion. We had all three battalions
in 1ine.

rr PP rPr P

ol
*

Could that artillery battalion cover another fromt?

‘1 domn't think se.

Your own battalion couldn®t have covered 1%7

= I‘l“:nlﬂ.u. ¥We had another battalion in there,

z‘-ﬁ ::: !.J ﬂn‘hﬂ-lu uun{..
“‘3. ¢ slthough the 160%h was in direet

c-nnﬂ-m:-rm-rmmmﬂ

W"ﬁm . n‘l::ﬁ.
You had a battalion attached to the regiment?
R

Q mmfmmﬂumhﬂwmmm

P!’PF!’P!‘_P!‘F

T e

I believe so.
Q. ﬁnhmwnnmmt

As T didn' the battalion
Ny gave me with & radie
5@'-"‘*4"-'“" Tnrvugh
and at times Lawson eame up %o ¥ te
Q. That staff officer stayed all the time?
A. Yo, |

-4 “pemerm—;
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rEy v w9

Vhat pereentage of time was the battalion commander with you?
Very 1ifttle.
Was his exeoutive officer with you a major?

¢ his name was Jones. I think we monopolise

Hewwas a
=ﬂlﬁ' =t=lﬁm“:mrm
m-umﬂm

ll Anformation detween the two ztaffs percolate back
mmummmanu':éw-
E e o e
te the same with relation %o the two
GPie on avtadk and Sefonse’

nmmmmwm
c-:uuu. that was mot the wire that went

nmmuumm

They 41d4n't have a second line?

Fo. That 1line was entirely for the lialson officer.

IIIEHHH for communioation to
A use your ‘phone

That's ﬂm
o M ﬂ‘ln E reason m- lhﬂ

hﬂ. St

uttnﬂlu’b“h
Hﬂlm more dusoets.

Mxmnwmﬁ-ﬂumd

Ne. had the Gannon company work with the
m{mm never as a part of the .
That employuent is more applicable on defense?

t-l. ﬂmmummlm
ways back and support te
%ﬂ %mﬂmﬂuumxm.
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Vere your sappany and battalion sommaniers informed that
this commwniocations system was avalladle for thely wae in
cace theirs went out?

I am sure they were. They used 1% a lot.
mmmm-mmummumvr

Yeo.

How abeut on defense?
T T LS S S
munmn wﬂ

Were there any instanees of artillery shooting on your
own troops?

ot that I remember.

How close 414 you push your troops up?
About 200 yards. Closer on some ococasions,

Pid you have any preparation preseding your attack?
Yes we did. 10 to 15 minubes.

When the moved up to five, when it 1ifted, where
248 they go $ot ' '

It 1ifted on pre-arranged schedule.
when 4t 1ifted where was 1%t placed?
On any target that the battalion commander designated.

ﬂn the reverse slope
ﬂ- ﬁl:nwmln :
on that
'Ihllﬂm -itlt battalion commanders
mahhﬂ and worked out
mwnmuuﬂ-nmwm

?wnm-m"mwm-.

muﬁmmmh‘lmu.m”ﬂﬂ
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RONRRRNPTIAL
Q. PFor fires of mortars and oamnon what
BRI o v g, .

A. Ve Sried to tie in olosely with the artillery plan.
Q« Were the forward observers out there? Were familiary
with the mortar observers would be before it was
, out of the assenbly area?

ﬁuﬁlmr‘mm"lﬂ. T don't know whether

In for an a wad there ever an oceoss=
m.#mghmmt dur to the Sime artillery
set at some time?

A. Bieily. : t
WOhd gevtenipond. vur arbiLisry sippers wnd hed s hald W
: ery Oouid displace.

Q. FMMthfutmlmmitm

I geriainly 4l4. Ve 4idn't move unless they could support us.
Q: You discussed 1t prior to dlsplacement?
A. That's wight,

ﬂxtmﬂummm'ﬁ—mmuh

$'s haxd to #tate. In the movement from the beach at
xRk e i K Fec o
mawnmﬂntnhn-hm-u-umnu.

I read some reports 4.2 mortars being up there
mmmm'm -

A. Tes. Ve had a company attashed to the regiment in every
operation.

Q+ DPid they do most of the smoke missions?
A. Yes, They were sxosllent. They gave battalions a great
desl of support

when three bdattalions in this defensive posis
- &-.ml% have sufficient oh:mm to keep
sons under on?

A, I tive they did. Each battalion had an eobserver
vt Rin

Did they have one observer with sach company?
amﬁn had them with the two infantry battallions

i

battalion of the 38th engineers.
a tean for the 3 BatSalion.

Pid you have sn anti~tank platoen?
Yes.

r P

o R



Q. Our 7/0 has besn out - instead of 118 nen we have only 58,
A. T eouldn't have desired any better support than T had.

Of sourse you had an experiensed battalion eommanter vho
Rad Dok 08 S11 the artiliery Sehedls we nave

2

years and had been an
commander before that. In addition he had a
dommon semse. ¥e did some whish
H-n-m-. ﬂm’t. 11
a l[‘nlll-l.
&nﬂ anphibious operations.
at practical combat
Sain ........,....M"t:al
abmv-lmtm mtmmmm
of Aifficul ties.

Q. w&m;&nmm'uﬁmmnu-m
A. That's right.

Q. The ferward cbservers would know all the company commanders?
A. TYep.

Q.

nhltmw: oould answer this - do you
how they of the forward observers?

A. No I den's, I think they alternated when they eould.
Q. They had forwsrd observers with the reserve battalions?
A. No.

Q. DPid the Germans ever shoot artillery out?

A. TNeo, they didn's. The artillery got a lot of fire on thelr
ml“hthlmminﬁﬂu-ut.

@« They had to move many times %o get away from the shelling?

As “'MM“M“H"-

Q. The bdattalion of mertars attached was attached to the
fourth company?

ot :ﬂ.u o had Sve Gompantes bef what they 414

the bat I den't know.
Q. Vhen mmmmunﬂt they fumnished
m."ﬁu—-. '
A. That's right.

Q. You had a forward observer with each company?
A. Yes, and observers with battalions.

Q¢ ;D¢ you know how the scheme worked?

A. No, I.den's.

"".;'-.1*«
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4.2 mortars were used mostly?

Yes.

Your artillery 4idn't use mush smoke then?
Very 1ittle.

Pid you refer the approval of smoke missions?
We dddn't have an SOP. T would, however.
Any Sime a smoke mission would come in?

Yes.

Due to of ammunition, 4id artillery turn down
..,..mﬂ.‘:'“‘ ’

Net te extent. I think the ammunition allowed wae
ample. got me almost everything. -

Was there any complaint from commanders?
Ne.

¥hat was the greatest munber of battalions you have had
massed in front?

We had two battalions.

You never had 156%a"

ot unless called for. They wers in general support.

If an impertant target cane up?

They would fire them, upon artillery commander's request.
You slways got enough to do the Job?

Yes.
Fo, In the ty of cases we were in column. We never
g0t any

£ 0%, e vies e gt o

A. Ve had no sush trouble.

-9 - SRR
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had some preparation fire in front of you?
Tes.
na submit So the final tien for
l.n-r you prepara your

> o » o8

ﬁql' sed that with the battalion commander.
I m‘ll-lltlll. I knew the time. I made the

-

4

You d4idn't have it submitted again?
Ne.

issued instrugtions to your gtaff for attask, was
HIJ-‘ with you?

»
.

Always.

Did he leave or stay with you?

He left.

When you aetuslly issued orders he was present?
Always.

the conmanders te often have questions
you is the order? -

-. He would see¢ them and diseuss with them the artillery

rereqe f

3

=
E ]

“ﬂﬂlﬂﬂl““th

:mmau.
In o mortars, 4id artill inelude 4.2 mortars
hmhﬁtm i

tien?
Hot to my knowledge.
How sbout sannons?

I think used the 108's. The cannon company would
mm eonmander.

ryF rEy £ sy

;:—Mn:mmm:ﬂm-wwtm

your cannon “fndmﬂn
m"”'ﬁﬂmtnmmﬁg. :

m:".wﬂh!m!m&ﬂ“

ED.
pOD DIR 5200. ¢

Fr
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‘DA yéu have the sedf-propellied?

We had the selfeprepelled.
mmwumﬂmwmu

‘s, 1 "
a:tm"'nu- Iﬂa&tn n-ﬂﬂu

What was the usual target?
A tank, or mathine gun smplacement, eto.
Pid you have any anti aireraft attashed?

hl.-ﬂa- We used them defend the

a l.:nnll to ﬁnn-mhﬂ. u‘m as we m
the beach.

In what have told is right down alley.
Ve 'i'nill .:_lm':cmm# '_’
m‘mﬂm:unh Lawson hm
That's right. I relied on him.

M:ﬂm‘lﬁ'imnlﬂ.ﬂMﬂlﬁl

-n-um mmm

_’.. mm l

xnewiedge. b > gy oty B g
hmmmnmmmt
Yes.
wm—nmmmmnuumm

That's right.
Vers those positions seleeted on the map prior te landing?

=- MHN-hm He apparently went over

mm-gmﬂummmmnm

The went wp through the middle, the third division on
the ot (he FAvet ¢a She right’

m--tthuuﬁuuﬂnrmm-w-l
... &
mmmmmmm
Yes,
!Mnmmmunm-r-uumt

That's right. !Iﬂlnmﬁmhmw
artillery. DOD DIR 5200 ¢
-1 Tl
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P hiui the snly difference is in handling between pecple

who know each

A and of the two officers. If '
%i::n mum-mmuu“

r.'yre @9

rTYreYryy-v

re rerererioer

PAd yowm have much discussion on observation for artillery
prier to atSack? :

That always came up and a likely spot was always available.
hmﬁmmnnmmmu.umm

get observa ?
E‘E - YRR XY

LRI S e v e
If we were engaged, yes. If neS, we lespfrogged.

Pid they uwse artillery at Massena?

No. They may have used 1858's.

They 4idn't use Lawson?

He came bagk with me.

Yes. They specified what we should de.

T T T

Yes.

Pid the headquarters split up inte three pleces?
Ne.

How about ammunition, 444 they split that up?

T think seme to each tattery.

Pid you do any withirawals at all?

the artillery ed out
Ghadd. e Rept she battery in plae. |

It was reslly a replacement?
Yes.

LR N N N N N N N W A R N R

ED.
gCQLASSIF
u:’a OIR 5200 7
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A.

A.

(81eilian Campal Iﬁlm Initial

Phases of the ian Oampaign)

7_April, 1944.

The thing that confuses me is the matter of frontages -
we have heard all kinds of reports - 3 miles down to
600 yarde, in attack.

Well, that is a problem. The divielon had a 35 or 40
mile fromt on ch to land in Bieily. llg regiment
had something over a 10 mile front. In t vision
order the three battalions of the regiment were pre-
pared teo do ecertain thinge. They had three objectives,

What could be done that necessitated three battalions
on a ten mile front?

nn tnk the town of Seogliti to furnish a harber for
¢ and handle heavy equipment, another headed
: in to take Vietoria tng the other followed
!‘nrﬁur to the north and to the left of the other
battalionse to cut around the Comiso airfisld., The
actions of these three battalions were !mhg:ndlni andthey
had to meet any resistanee they ran inte. planning
At I tried to solve the problem by having as much of
the iment as possible give assistange. The third
battalion was an to the rear, te be used as
negessity demanded. 1In Sleily, from them on, for five
days, we operated on a front of about that width until
we struck the objeetive, Up to that point we advanced
with two battalions abreast on a ten mile front.
here I would like %o say that the battalion, with
its fire power, can hold out a long time and a
matter of two or three hours getting a battalion up as
needed, can be done without difficulty. It didn't worry
meé on such a big front, after satisfying myself that
this could be dome. From then on we advanced with
regiments abreast and mostly each regiment in column.

We were & ted some 5 or 10 miles from each other.
The um more or less under regimental
4umau in ecolumn on the side of the
ed to pin the enemy down.
e whioh flank we would
where the enemy would
tlo and all ether considera-
tlm. know the the situation
would il'ld f we stance. e same thin
applied in iR was either in columns o
regiments or front.
As I get this pletm taotie is what we call advance
nat discontinuned 3 B or advance in route forma-
t until you run In Shing. On other words, while

nt somewhere, you hadn't
“t‘ﬂ.l{.l a8 you ran into resistance you
s$ill couldn ﬁ' over a ten mile front,

and would have %o the ntage?

Yes, by employing battalions from columns.

=1 B



Q. This pleture is more or less a ploture of the higher
command, a pleture of provisional arms taetiecs. When
landing and going into the unknmown, when astually
ran into something, what would your battalion frontages
shrink to and what would regimental frontages shrink to?

A. Vhen you bump into gomething your intervals and distances
beoome approximately what you teach here. I uplnm my
regiment on that basis, developing from flanks wit
supporting distanece.

Q. In other words, the battalion's distance would shrink
down %o 1000 yards and regiment a couple of thousand?

A, That's right. And regiment was more or less independent.

Q. Did you try te keep your reserve battalion within support-
ing distance?

A. T daid, yes.

Q. We run into that one sometimes. V¥We have gsent a battalion
out 5, 4 or 6 miles. Is that sound?

I would say 1t ie sound.

You sald you were advaneing en a ten mile front - what
epecifie thing did you hold under your control?

I usually held one battalion in reserve.
Did you send all your regimental weapons out?

A. I had battalion combat teams and attashed a platoon of the
cannon gompany and a platoon of the anti-tank company with
a battery of artillery to each battalion.

Q. You retained mo powerful weapon under your control?

A. I divided them into ecombat feams. I think they ean held
out a long time this way. The Aifficulty we were havi
on the part of some was that they falled to recognize the
different stages of combat. This has folled a lot of
people, due o the terrainm situation, efe.

Q. But when 1% hits resistance it gets to be a regimental fight
and they have left the area?

A. It beoomes a regimental ploture.
Q. I don't see how we ean oversome that particular problem.
A. I don't elther,

Q. Did you get into coordinate attack at any time when the
situation was somewhat normal ?

A. Yes we 414 with the Germans at Fachio, Italy. Ve attacked
with two battalions abreast - a daylight attack.

Q. Did you use your reserve battalion guns initially?
A. No, because the reserve battalion was holding another Sown.

-SRI



Q.
A.

A.

q'

A.

Q.

Q.

A,

A.

And you had a two battallon attack?
Yes.

If you had a reserve battallion you would have used your
reserve weapons?

I would have put them all in there - everything, The
more you have the better 1t works out.

In other words, on your initial objective you would
deliver with everything - artillery, cannons, mortars,
tanks and anti-tank gunst

Yes. Everything. You have a better chance.

In that connection, in regard to heavy weapons, we teach
now in assigning machine guns to a company, we give both
machine guns mortars on an area and ¢ will loock
in that area and fire within sustained points. Contre-
versies come up in regard to the width for the mortars
and maehine guns, eould you recall anything that in any
way would limit that or give something as a gulde as to
how they use thelr weapons inltially in attack?

Initially we tried to mass all of them in support of the
attack and as for any speeific area, I don't think we
did partioularly that. The battalion gommander used them
wherever he thought best.

On the same subject, 414 they take part in the preparation
prior to the jump off?

For the mortars and maohine guns in the heavy weapons
company I would say they invariably took targets of
epportunity, but in addition we had a 4.2 mortar company
Ilﬂlll{ attaoched to the battalion, and it Ald take part
in putting down a preparation prier to the attack.

That's our teaching; there's no use for them to duplicate
firing of artillery. They could replage artillery in
some @ases, And yet we get a number of people from over-
seas who claim our teaching is entirely falge.

Everybody gets a different viewpolint.

In connection with heavy weapons, do you reeall the
roximate distanee behind the advaneing troops that
e heavy mortars usually stayed?

Around 500 teo 1000 yards. They tried to get to that
poeitien. That'es the best positien.

Pid you use sound power wire to the full extent of 800
yards?

Observation was excellent in Itll{ and T doubt if we
ever had %o go 800 yarde for our 'phones,

What I was thinking of = we find in training here,
observation has to eontimually move forward to k
abreast of the troope and I shouldn't think that situa-
tion would exiet in Italy where you have those great
towering mountains,

No, that 4idn't happen there,



COREEDENTEAL

Q.

A.

Q.

A,
Q.

Q.

A.

A.

Q.
A.

Q.

During the course of your operations there, did you have a
II'I:II similar to what we have here? ,

Initially we were on a flat plain at Salerne and at that
time the Germans were l.octl.gg deﬂn our threats. We were
handicapped by the lack of OP! We used the roofs of
houses and towers - an¥thing lﬂ unlﬁ find.

In hilly terrain your mashine guns would alse follow behind
the troops a good distance?

Yes.

Did they attempt to keep any heavy weapons up with the
attaeking rifle troops?

They generally followed the prineiple of supporting them as
u teach 1t here, putti em in position and leapfrogging
platoons as the situation demanded,

In these counterattacks, did your heavy machine s and
mortars get up on a hl.li me to repel a counterattack?

Due te hlnr!ln’g action we never got a counterattack
immediatel er we took an objeotive so that we had
plenty of time to organize under cover,

About the use of mertars = we have had discuesions as to
whether the 6-81 mortars should be aced more or leass
1ike a battery rather than as we teach - that you take
your sections of mortars one behind one unit and one in
aoe and one in the rear, not lining up all of them within
00 or 150 yards.

I ean't answer that question but I am sure if they employed
them like a battery I would have heard about it. I am sure
that they didn't. We probably employed them approximately
as you teash here.

As far as you know there was no battery employment?
That's right.

Would you say {n ever came aoross a situation where employ-
ment would be irable?

No I didn't. If you use what you have properly you shouldn't
have to do that.

About reo zation on the slope, d4id you reorganize on the
rear glope

Up until the time I left we organized our objective, because
wé had nmeo arnunl counterattack to come against us. I'd
say mostly on the forward slepe. I don't think there was

lnl intermingling.
How long 414 you take on reorganization?
It would vary.

Did yom have many instances of a holding attask belng made
in a battalion?

Yes we 414, We had a battalion at Guardia, a very diffieult

plece of terrain. The battalion held with one sompany and
made a double envelopment with the other two,

N - s



Q. How 4o you think the American soldler stacks against
the German individually? o

A. My own outfit was a National Guard Regiment, inducted in
1940, and they had had two and a half years experience.
I would say they were Just as good as the German soldier.
The small unit leadership was excellent (officers with a
year's training). It requires that length of time to
train an officer and I am of the opinion no man should be
sent over without a good year's training. 135 or 17 weeks
is not enough. You see a difference with an outfit like
ours - they know how to move and meet all the hardships
they run inte.

Q. How d4id the bazooka work out?

A. They liked it very much. They had a 1ittle difficulty due
to faulty ammunit but this was corrected with better
ammunition.

Q. How about the rifle grenade?
A, The rifle grenade was very effective too.
Q. VWhat personnel wae used to make up the rocket team?

A. We had no definite team established. T think they were
issued one toc a squad.

Q. In issulng regimental erders, whom 4id the battalion
er usually bring?t

A. E;uﬂ!i his 8-3 and heavy weapons company commander, plus
(] .

Q. Did he piek uwp the artillery lialson offloer there?

A. Yea, PRight there,

Q. A‘I.nf the subjeet of orders, in teaching rifle gompanies
we stress the importance of small unit leaders getting
information as far down as they oan before starting eco-
erdinated attack, how much time 4id you glve eo that they
would have time to lssue these orders?

A. I tried to give them e time. I think that's very ime-
pertant. th the American soldier, if they den't knew
what you want them to do they fall down and don't know
where to ﬁ' That didn't alwaye work because higher head-
quarters did not give us ample time. Personally, I always
tried %o give them more than ample time.

Q. In attask, would you have any idea of how much time the
oom commander had after he received his attack order
un e time to Jump off?

A. Thig varied oonsiderably. Most of the time there was not
sufficient time allewed by higher headquarters.

Q. We make a general statement here covering orders and speed
of iseuing orderes that the battallion commanders should have
af a minimum of time after he receives regimental orders,

14 hours before the attack 1s actually launmched. You should
have more than that, of course =~ do you agree?

A. I don't see how they could do 1t in that time. I have run
two to three hours. In other words, the more time you have

and the lower units have, the mush b-num..



Q. Ve pay that if anyone is to shortout the erders that
the r ental commander should shorteut his orders So
:::ttt-' smaller units would have the larger part of

.l

A. That's Juet what happens. That 1s absolutely correct.

Q. We feel that i1t's the lower unit that has to do the
actual fighting and they are the ones who should have
the bulk of the time,

A. That's right.

Q. 8o that heavy weapons in regard to attachment is in
centralized control when you aetually hit combat?

A. Our practice was to keep the heavy vugn- companies
under battalion sontrol wherever possible.

Q. De they have oceasion to be able to switech fires?

A. I would say they d4id. They could switeh the fires from
one¢ seetlon to angther if e gituation demanded it.

Q. Did you ever make use of radding parties in an attempt
to get information?

A, Net ralding parties such as to aetually go ever and
capture prisoners. We did use patrels to go out to a
certain point.

Q. Would you comment on your experiences in combatting anti-
personnel and anti-tank mines?

A. V¥e ran into a lo% of mines = prineipally along the avenues
of approach, roads, bridges that had beem blown, open
spaces, in front of any position the Germans were ocoupy-
ing. They had trip wires and booby traps mixed with mines.
Also any likely OP locations. VWe handled that by ente
ing the mine platoon of the anti=tank comp with t we
galled a mine deteotor platoen., We had 18 mine detedtors
assigned to the regiment and divided this platoon into
three aquades of gix detectors each. T attashed a squad to
the battalion as 1t moved forward. If it needed two, we
sent two if the other battalions 4idn't need them at the
time. These squads moved forward in advance 2“!!& forma-
tion, or if the ecompany was operating on a wide front,

ead out. They searched as they went forward and Af
t looated a mine they would mark it se that the men
wo take a different route along the road with the
vehicles. They were supplemented by the mine detecting men
of the engineers, who were attashed to us. If we were in
the field the neers would search the road. The mine de-
tecoting men would search shoulders of roads,

Q. DPid you find many of them covered by Germman fire?

A. VWhen there was a position, yes. On bypasses and blown bridges,
ne. n“ J"t buried them.

Q. VWould you say we make a mistake when we teagh that the men
should take advantage of natural approaches, provided we
waArn them are apt to find mines, arttlinrr concentra=
tions and mortars?

A. TFo. TIn mountainmous terrain you have to follow the ridge line.
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Q.

Q.

Q.
A.

A.

Q.
A.

People who have come back n{ that we should teach never
to go up the draws, because the Germans have them cover-

That's something you have %o find out.
Did you engage in any river crossings?

No. We weren't involved in the erossing of the Volturno.
The only atreams we orocssed were streams easily fordable
and at that time they were usually dry.

You didn't find mines aleng the banks of the streams?

Yes. The fermans blew every bridge. You would always
find mines thers.

Passing through, did you allow your forward elements %o
ge through ﬂth;ﬂ removing any mines?

The mine deteoting groups found them and marked them and
the mine platoon of the anti-tank ecompany would remove
thea, plus the englneers.

Pid you ever barge through a minefield?

You might say we did. We had a lot of casualties but we
would reconnoiter and see if we could find another way -
go around them.

We have a problem in whish if a positioen is 'hﬂ.n!.tmr
held hostile forees and there 1s a minefield 2
our ution 1s that we send around te attack from the
flank = send a squad or seotion or specially equipped

p:: to go in and get wire and get the mines out - is that
8o T .

You would have to do that,

In this particular problem, we have no attached engineers.
Incidentally, about your ioneer platoon, were they

equipped to do minor gapping?

No. We had a speeial platoon.

Do you think that is a sound solution?

I favor letting them do what they intended.

Vhat expedience did they find negessary to use to continue
to resupply mortar platoons within the heavy weapons
companies?

We had to inerease the sige of the squade in the heavy
weapons companies. We took the men from the rifle cempanies.
¥We were able $o do this begause we went over 157 overw
strength in officers and men and in getting replacements we
received them on that basis.

Pid they give you any specialized equipment suoch as miles,ete.?

We employed mules once in Sieily.

- -
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Pid you have the Phillips type pack?
Yes, the Third Division brought them over.
Pid you make any night attacka?

We made lots of them. We did an odd thing. We would
move out at night with a regiment, inte enemy territory,
thinking it would save us casualties - usually the
nights were moenlight, whieh hel a good deal. We
moved out in advansce guard formation until we hit resist-
anse. The battalions would then employ one or two
companies, with mortars, artillery and some antl-tank

ns to develop the situation. We made one deliberate
night attack Jjust south of Faschio, under the most trying
conditions any battalion ever executed a night attack.
The battalion commander had %o make & reconnalssance under
gover of darkness, taking all kinde of chances. The
battalion nmnl with two companies abreast, up a very
high hill. It really wae a mountain. The Germans were on
the side of the hill and put up a determined resistance.
@enerally speaking, the attack was made as taught here at
the sochool and was suscesaful.

Did they attack with the mem firing with fixed bayonets?

¥With fixed bayonets but not firing until they ram inte
the German 1line. The artillery put down a preparation
about 15 or 20 minutes before they jumped off; the men
followed 1t and went on through. We ran inte machine
guns as we went along.

You say you had a pincer movement - that wasn't planned?

It was planned but 1t was the result of how the com es
and battalions ened to be placed after the p ous
day's fight. W y wé had $o send a reserve company
between the two to get through.

Did they.do any flanking movements?

They attascked straight to the front -« they did have to do
gome flanking movements.

Of the two sehools of thought about that « attask by
stealth and by giving them the works - which do you
subseribe to?

I su be to giving them the works. It will save casual-
ties in the long run.

Did the regiment take part in any village attacks?

were involved in taking Vietoria but that wasn't a
village attack. It wasn't very strongly held or organiz-
ed, principally snipers.

The villages in Bloily and Italy, were they usually on
mountain sides?

Yes. BSome were fair sized, about 35,000, usually though
smaller than this « they would net cover any great mmount
of width or depth. The streets were narrow and the houses
lent themselves niesly to defense.
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Q. Do they have alleys in back¥

A. They have gourte. The houses are close together with
courts, usually of stone or stueceo.

Q. Would the troope go through the court yards?

A. 1If they ran into reeistance they would; most of our advances
were usually going on alternate sides of the streets. We
didn't have any attack of a fortified town as in Cassine.

Q. WAtk what type cannom was your organization equipped?

A. Ve had self-propelled 76's and 105's. I am in favor of
the self-propelled gunm.

Q. D14 you have 57's or 37'a?

A. 57's in the anti-tank eompanies. I like the 67 very much,
I feel it should be gelf-propelled. It 1s awkward to move
around but its effeot is so good 1t ig worth it., It has
the puneh necessary. :

Q. Did you find 1t effective againet inetallations of machine
gune dug in pillbexes?

A. I haven't any definite knowledge of that but it 1s effective
against big tanks.

Q. Did the infantry receive any training working with tanka?
A. We had very little,
Q. How dld the infantry uee the tanke?

A. T used my tanks %o agcomnany the attaesking infantry. If
the infantry were pinned down the tanks went out and
knocked down the resistanee ahead of infantry. The tanks
then would stop and walt for infantry to eateh wp. This
was very eucoesgful. I used them also as anti-tank guns
in the defense of Salerno behind the first defilade of the
front lines, and again they proved effective. ©On a third
oooasion I used them as a base of fire in attack at Guardia.
They reinforced the fires of the battalion and were effective.

Q. Did you have any souvenir trouble?

A. No, we d41dn't have that trouble. The men did colleot souvenirs
but not to the detriment of our own equipment. They captured
German !ﬂll and tried to use them but we had to atep that.

It was too dangerous.

Q. When ttt-ntlns forward and the attagk i1s temporarily stopped,
did they dig foxholes or keep on going forward?

A, V¥We tried to impreses on them to ¢ontinue forward.
Q. In other worde, 1t was dlctated by the situation at the time?

A. That's right. .

Q. In your experience, to what extent dld the German organize
and defend reverse slopes? :

A. I don't recall any instance of that. In my operation the
action wa® mostly delaying aetion by the Germans. VWhen we
ran on to them they were on the forward slope as near as I
can remember. They were on the topegraphical crest.
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Q. Did you feel they did a good job of delaying action?

A. An execellent job. They are past masters in fighting and
gelesting terrain.

Q. About the individual man in the attack, as you notieed,
wag there anything that resembled an old squad rush or
something larger than that, or was 1% all more or lese
oné man running four or five yards and etaying there?

A. Infiltration was generally what happened - individuale
geing through.

Q. If you had to go across an exposed area that you knew was
not eocupled, would you lttl:Et to get on the other side
of the terrain feature by infiltretion or get hunched
there in a hurry®?

A, Ordinarily they employed infiltration - small columne -
sort of a wedge.

Q. In the final assault stages of a position under cover of
fire, did they ever actually get up and go in with bayonets?

A. Hﬂ; I didn't see any of that,

@ In our Froblem 188 - Demonstratlon of Attack, we make a
final assault preseded by tremendous fire of all kind,
where artillery 1lifte and one platoon goee forward, can
1% be done that way?

A. I don't think it would be done,
Q. This 1s the last place, going intc position definitely occupled.
A. T den't believe it would actually be done that way.

Q. One group going in 1s better than two going on the right and
two golng on the left?

Ool., Hamilton -~ I don't think the enemy poelition 1= ever definite
enough tc know.

Q. Then what s the use of putting the time on 1t if 1t isn't
:#::t?s ; based on getting as many meén a2 we ean in the
o ég

Col. Hamilton - They went in by 1little groups at the Volturne
River. It doesn't work along a wilde line though.

Q. We plan to put everything in and get perfect coneentration -
the lnf:ntrvnfaln; within 180 yarda. We teach that here =
Af it ian't 1 right we should throw it out. The defender
will be in a stunned condition and if we can get on hls
sition soon eno the thing will work out. Of course there
8 a timing element there - that may lead men into death Sraps
and maybe we should teach infiltration. Ascording to ey
thin! you said about assault, 1t would ear * our tra
ing 1¢ more or less wasted. Do you think it 1s Aifficult in

gontrolling as assault?
A. It is, begause defense positions are so irregular.
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Q.

Q.

If we had recovered and we were =ble to control assault,
do you feel we should try it?

If you could get enough artillery, yes. If you oould
cover enough area. In all my experiences they went in
in individual groups.

In case of aseault by infiltration or small groups, 1%
would seem 1t would give the emmmy ortunity to put
all his fire in one plag¢e and then when the other group
advanees, put his there. In other words, we can 1ift
fire in a ccordinate assault but I don't like 1%, I
think our way ie better. I believe in ecoordination -
?:utﬂ.ng full foree of assault with protecting fires.

am for this growp going up into position dug inm.
I am thinking in terms of a 2:'&1:1“ and Af this is net
vorkable we are making a mistake.

I don't think you will get men to do that. It has te be
a small group.

Maybe it ie a question of what we mean by a small group.
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