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ZLIMINATION OF THE RUIHR POCET

XVII I AIRBORE CORPS
(FIRST U, S. ARMY)

Unit: 387th Infantry.-07th.pfantry Divislon

Interview with: Capt Milton'f Ponitz, Asst -Z, 387th Inf,-97th Inf Div
lot tt Robert W. McCaffrey, Ln 0, 387th Inf, 97th Div.

Place: Opladen* Germany,

Date: 19 Aptil 1945.

Maps: Germany, 1/500001 Sheets 38, 584 t9, 60, ?81 804

Interviewer: ist Lt Francis P. Halas 5th Info & Hist SVi VI1.1Airborne 6orp ,
Temporary)

Period coveredt 8 - 19 Apr 45

1.. On 4 Apr 45 the 387th Inf as a component of the 97th Inf liv was

holding a defensive position'on the W bank of the Rhine fram DORMAGEN (370730)

N to NEUSS (270890). On this day the Division received orders from the VII

Corps, First U. S. Army, to move to the Ep.ide of he Rhine River in the
vicinity of SIEGBURG, Germany (630440) to take'up a position on the left flank

of the First U. S. Army breakout from the RZMAGEN bridgehead.. The Regiment

moved at 040800 Apr 45 by truck and closed at ROTT, Germany (667387) at 1730

on the 4th. This was a 'rear assembly area, and the battalions then crossed
into the terrain just IT of ROTT.

2- The Zegiment was given the mission of relieving the 309th Infantry N.
of the 78th Division on the S bank of the SIEG River. The area to be taken _j

over by the 387th Infantry extended from the left Clank on the Reichantobahn
(FRANKFURT - COLOGNE) Highway at (650430) S along the southern bank of the
SIEG River to the right flank at (773409), a frontage of 9000 meters, "L
including HZII$F. The Regiment completed relief of the 309th Infantry at
050545B Apr 45, The Regimental Qommande? placed two battalions on line, the r
3d Sattalion on the left and the 1st 3attalion on the right. The 2d Sattalion
was given the mission of taking up break-threugh pqsitions to the rear of the

3d 3attalion, on the high ground *omuanding the plain SE of SIZG3URG.

The 5150 River flows SW into the RHINE River, just above 3ONN,. Germany

(550360). and it was on the S bank facing IT that the Regiment went into
position, From HENIIEF to the E, the $ bank of the river is a shallow open

plain, three to four hundred yards wide, cut by an .W road.. However, near the

right boundary, in the vicinity of BIANKEIBUR the high ground approaches the

river closely from the S. To the Wt of HENNEF the S bank of the river is a

,Clat, open plain, about 2000 meters in depth, which rises to the high ground

to the SW of HENNF. The flat ground-on the S bank of, the rtver., the. valleys

approaching this ground from the S, and the 1 side of the high gr6und
overlooking the river from the south were commanded by high ground on the N bank
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Rpt "Elimination of-the Ruhr Pocket0 387th Inf, (C ont'dl,

of the river from HOLBERG W to SELIGELTHALQ all of which was in German possession0

Movement on the flat open ground by day was necessarily limited to infiltration0
except in the larger towns where cover and concealment. were available.0  HENNEF,

in the centerb served as a strong anchor for our line0  The lst Battalion-on the

right in general extended from HENITEF along a road about 300 yar.ds S of the river,

to BLANKENBERG, excluaive0  The 3d Battalion0 which included the main W portions,
of HENIEF9 extended from the .N Portions of HENNEF through WEINGARTSGASSE

ZISSENDORF - STOSSDORF to the Autobahno

4o The wide flat plain between the Autobahn and HENNEF was suitable for use
by German Armor0 and was one of the most vulnerable locations oP the Corps front0
This plain was commanded by the high ground lying between HENNEF and the highway
and S of the plain0  For this reason the 2d Battalion in Regimental reserve dug

in on this high ground at (650405) to (e60405)0 Companies E and G were charged
with the defense of these positions0 Company F was further held in reserve at

SOVEN (680390)o *To further strengthen the regimental reserve position- Company I

the reserve of the 3d Battalion , dug in on the high ground S of HENIF (683405).

The 1st Battalion's left flank was at (685417), with right flank at (733409).

The 3d Battalion's left was just E of the Autobahn Highway at (650430) extending.

right (E) to tie in with the 1st Battalion's left flank at (685417). Both the 1st

and 3d Battalions had their CP's in HENIF, the 3d Battalion CP being in the W

and at (695417)o The Regimental CP was at ROTTo Cannon Company occupied positions

at DOMBROICH (650390)° TD .and AT guns were included in each battalion's fire plan.

5a The Regimental C00 Col William Do Long, immediately sent night patrols to
teel out the N bank of the river which was enemy heldIterritory0  intense lateratl

patrolling along the river bank was also maintained at night0  Reconnaissance

6roups were sent at night along the river to find points for possible crossings;

the missionoineluding investigation of the fordability, of the banks on both

Gides for easy approaches0 cohsitencies of the river bed and current and the

xiotutes of penetration away from the river to the N0

60 On 6 Apr 45 the Regiment received an order from Division to force a
crossing of the SI41 River on the 8th of April0 Orders included the further
mission of continuing the attack to the NW after crossings were secured0  At this

time the whole Corps mission was to attack to the N to crush the RUHR Pocket
formed by the link-up of the Ninth U o So Army and the First U0 So Army at
PA.TTEPBORN0 Germany0 further to the B0 The overall Corps plan was to use the

Sluft flank of the Corps anchored on the Rhine as a pivot and to swing the right
and center of the Corps to the NW, slamming the door on the pocket formed between
the RUSER River0 which flows EM' into the Rhine far to the N, and NS course of the

P±UINB its elf0o

7, The 386th Infantry on the right of the 387th Infantry was to cross on

the 7th with the 387th Infantry crossine on the 8th 0  This would necessitate an
attack across the river by the 387th.Infantry to the Yuntil it caught up with the

left flank'of the 386th Infantry0 Upon contact the 387th Infantry would then

have to wheel itself into line facing to the NW and thus take its proper plaoe

in the Corps picture0

8o The planformulated with this in view was as follows: Thd 1st Battalion
was to make a crossing of the SIEG in the vicinity of WELDERGOVEN (704425) and

drive to the NE, take as its initial objective the high ground at ALTENBODINGEN
(71743$ and BODINGEN (725425), (facing N)0  When this position was consolidated

and the pressure .thus taken off the crossing' the 1stBattalion was to 'continue

042-
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Rpt. "Elimination of the Ruhr Pocket, 387th Inf, (Cont'ki)

to the N and E and take the high ground (730440) (737438), (still facing-.,N5t)
Then the 1st Battalion was to pivot on its own left flank (730440) and BWing.
its right flank to the N and then to the NW to anchor at (747454), facing NW,
and thus becoming an extensipn of the 386th Infantryls left flank which was
already in position at (74744). "

9. The 3d Battalion and the 2d Battalion's left flank companies were to .'

maintain their defensive positions and guarantee the security of the tank
,approaches along the Autobahn while Company F, which Was Regimental reserve, was
to occupy the front line positions of both 1st Battalion front line companies
in the right flank sector. On Corps order the 2d Battalion was- to cross during
the day of 9 Apr at the same place and to anchor its left flank on the SIEG River
at (700428) and swing its right flank to the N andNW to (716431). Then the
3d Battalion was to cross and fill in between the 2d Battalion and the 1st
Battalion, with its left flank on the right flank of the 2d Battalion at (716431) 2
and its right flank on the left flank of the 1st Battalion at (730440). Thus
all three battalions would be on line facing NW in extension of the 386th
Infantry line and the attack could jump off to tht NW-to the RUHR River. As the
386th Infantry drove NNMW the sector of the 387th Infantry would widen naturally
as the lat Battalion maintained contact with the 386th Infantry.

10. The 922 FA Battalion was in support of the Regiment and. Cannon Co of
the Regiment was attached for the initial fire mission to the 922 PA Bn. Compriv
A of the 820TD Bn was attached to the FA Bn also for the preliminary artillery
fires. The TD's were to move into position for direct fire missions during the

.ctual crossing and attack,

11. The 3d Battalionts heavy weapons company was to support the crossing of

the lst Battalion by fire from HENNEF on ALLNER and vicinity. H Company was to
support the 1st Battalion crossing from positions in the vicinity of WELDERGOVEN.
but was not to cross with the let Battalion.

12, The SIEG River B of HENNEF is about 50 feet wide and varies from four
to eight feet deep, The current was very swift from recent rains, and no
suitable ford for a crossing in strength could be found. The crossing point
selected was at WBLDEhGOVZN (705424). On the S side this small village is
approached ovet open plains by several roads across bare ground commanded by
the high ground held by the Germans to the N, On the N. bank of the river,
across from WELDERGOVE, lies an open meadow which is bounded by the village of
LAUTHAUSST on the B and which is commanded by a spur which extends from
ALTfltODINGrEN nearly to AILLNER . The bridge at ALLNER had been blown, as had
also the bridge over the tributary of the SIEG some 200 yards to the NE of A~tLNW

13, In planning for this operationj it was intended to ferry one company

over in assault boats, while another company forded the river. However, nothing

approximating an adequate ford could be found, and the plan was altered to

include the ferrying of two companies over at two different point-.. CompanyO,

322 Engr (C) Ba, aseembled the crossing material in the village of WELDERGOVEN

and planned assault boat crossings at (707422) and (703426).

3
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140 At 081300B Apr 45 an artillery barrage optned Which was to last for one
hour. The let Battali6n had pulled out. ofitS 4efensive positions on the right
flank and now moved behind the mask of the high ground 200 ydtds S of the river
corssing into an assembly area0 a .(691419), A 1400 the 1t Battalion launchedL
its attack across the river0 . The tro6ps wen. over in oetafeb §dth Company A
using the assault boats at (707422) and Compny B, crossing ht (703426)4..
Company C followedq using both crossing.s0 Heavy niortal Tire Was falling on the
crossing area irmdiately, after the initial as&aufl% . MG fire was strafing the
crossing area from a ,a Ale at (696435) near ALLV1'Where it had a clear field
Qf fire and from a wooded spur at a bend in bOhe t9e of the crossing, firing
,priver toward the boats6 Attillery fire \ 'Z heavy MG fire,- and morters were
all brought to bear on this catle but alhoath it crumbledv the MG fire
continued0 Fire was also coming from the high ground N of the river at (700430)o
The assault units crossed the meadow8 at frun and in two hours had gained the
high ground at (717438)0 This gaVe The egiment a mask just N of the' ri-er which

permitted them to-put in apontoon sty fot'vehicles0  Two wire jeeps, the first
across the river on the ponto~di e.t0yo hit mines on the road at (705427), The

pontoon ferry was placed in opet-ation on the-river at (703424)£ By-1625 the 1st

Wttalion had consolidated Ite position and reorganized on the high ground0  At

1-750 Companies A and B la\anched their coordinated attack to teach the 2d phase

line of which was the high ground at (773440)o By 2130 the 1st Battalion had

sucessfully cleared i t objective and had reached a final phase line at

(74 454) and gained tontact with elements of the 386th Infantry on their right

flank, The communications were a terrific problem because the radio did not

work &nd the Wi!te jeeps had been damaged when they crossed the river, Regiment
was not TYhly informed of the situation of the lst Battalion uhtil the next

..orni flg

150 On the night of 8 -9 Apr 45, Co C, 322 Engr (C) Bn, put in a foot

bridge Just S of the pontoon ferry at WELDERaO (703424)6 At 0905 5B.Apr 45

the 2d Battalidn moved down from its position on the high ground. in the left

sector of.the -Regimental area and crossed the foot bridge. It encountered
little difficulty, and anchored its left flank on the 1-I" River at (70O426)
Artillery and. SA fire harrased but did not stop the river crossingo Company C
led out and anchored their left flank on the river0 B and F Companies followed
and went into position in extension of 0 Company with B on the right0 F'
Companys right flank was at (7l643l)° At 090600l Apr 45 the 3d 3attalion
crossed without incident other than harrassing artillery fire9 and took 4 a
iosit ion in the center of the Regimental line with its left flank contacting the
26d. Battaliont s flank at (716431) and its right flank in contact with th& lot
Battalion flank at (73O440)o The three battalions were now on line9 2,3,
and I from left to. right facing NW ' i

16, The battalions pushed to the NW as soon as the 3d Battalion was in

position with the mission of clearing the high ground to the IN overlooking the

river0 The 2d Battalion hit very stiff resistance at the ALLNER-Castle.(696426,

and on 'the ridge in the loop of the river at (695430)o Anti-tank company and

the TDts blasted the castle from the S bank of the SEG River and G Company was
able to clear it out. The hill beyond the castle was very steep and heavily

Wooded and gave the 2d Battalt'on the toughest fight of the entire Regiment

during the campaign , All three Companies ,of the Battalion were engaged in the-

step by &,ep drive up the steem hillside to clear the top of the cliff0,

4,'
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Until this high rbti& could be cleared, a, treadway bri6gefor,.the ith Armored
Divsi.n tanks whizho'were t6 follow ,the, regiment could not be built at ALLNBR
because the ohly sui t ble', iite for'such.'a brtldg was ctdmawle: by this high
grou.d.v . ". , "

17.* Orders 'were received from Diyision to expedite the:attack, to the high
groundNt of SIEGBUG, The cituationat this timewaderbughlyas fllows: The
1 lst..Battalion was mak.ing good-ptogress and keeping abreast of the left flank of.-the. 386th Infantry on the right. Company F had become hgav4 ,y....-nvo1ved with
opposition along the. SIBD River in the 'AUNEe snIGxnrHLarga., Company.,
in, covering the crossing :of othet troops over the rive.'r,,had, been", delayed: and
had not caught upwith the. remainder of the battalion, ', -the 34"BttAlion,
Company' L had: bepn "required-to remain in placeto cover the"epen p)Ai.S3 of
SIEBURG until our advance.'had moved further 'Walong the 4N bank o$'.tl".SiEG.

18.. At this tiie the Regimental Commandar to kpersonal. ia:ge o t, he
situation, ioving ta'HOPPESHOSS, where b made contact with the 3d Battalion

-r.Cdmpany L)," following which contact was also made with ,the 2d;Battalton
Companies P.and H) From this point the %taok was brt %he 2 nd 3

BattaliOns abteat, edch-in coltsn oft companies, .Movement. was cross country by
cQvered., rutes,, as. r 'idly. as the heavivbryeaposr.oould bA han4-carried. At
dark, the.two battalions halted for' tfle, nfght,% with the 2d) attalionS. of theSIBGBUR~ +" SCEOK rea4d .and-paralla t6 'it, with 4ts head.pinte& toward

•S isGtU near. , , .

In the morning,, the d BAttalion vas to move Ntacross.'he.i aand
tur e (SW) alongthe, highway, oLing up.abreAst of the 3d attaion. The

• " t, o'battalions were,thMr ..to"attack SV td"SIEGBURG,
- astride the STEGBURG W

SC!tCK;highway., This was done against nodopposition-. Both battadiohas'moved
obliquely,,tothe right later, the.2d Battalion crossingthehighway hen
otiung oparal-,lel :t."-'fltimti'y both battalion, struck'the. Aut-obahn.'*

• .ighay 'neat t ohe over,.pass, at .AUL'GASSE ,inI N SIEGBURG where the Regim6zitAl
Co5mmandpetrnade& contact Pwith right elements of the 303d, Infantry, already in

20, Meanwhile t;he engineers stdrted a treactway bridge:aft0t'.the battalions
had cleared the high grd'andN of' A124flRh This tridt.'e was, la5ep, .(6954?'25
which was quite olqse. to the 'castle thgt a&[ given: th 3di ,Batt~liion. eo',much
trouble, it was ''orplet ed 'for iight~ vehicle traffflc y 2200%tt"h'e 9th and at
100600W..Apr 45 me itm tanks, could. ctoss "it. corps had instituted a plan at
this t iA iih whibh. the regirlent was to hold its positions now ccupied and
Combat Command A,of the 13th ArmoredDivisi0,nss..to pa.s thtbu .h the raei&h
and sp.ear.-head a d rive tg the N. "The."Regtr:qntwa :.to..,foll'oP in. the wake -of the
i3th Armotet: Divisi-on &4d. mop :up p'6bket6 of re'sis'tance. On the morning of

10 Apr. the!15th Armored Division p!asqe fthrough thielft flank Qf the
regiment and the battalions r.e.sumed, the-attack to the NW against moderate
resistance, with. left flank .resting on the Autobahn Highway. Since the 13th
Armored was passing through,.the"-f'ftlank edtor of the regiment and this
was held by. the 2d Battalion, which had taken the toughest fighting so far,
-the Iegimental Cormander held the 2d Battalion in reserve and sent the 3d (left)
and llt Batta.isn forward in this resumption 6f the attack on 10 Apr 45.

5.



Ept0 "Blimination of the RuhrPocket",,38fthInfP.0 (Cont'd).

By nightfall the3dBattalion had taken HALBERG (652500) and LOHMAR, -while, the
lst Battalion' took BBUIX' (675508). The 2d Battalion was in reserve at

KALDiUN (665540)°

21, on the morning of the 11th of April 'at 0700, the 2d Battalion was

committed on the left and with the lst Battalion c otinued the attack to the N.

Moving across the rolling country ,the 1st Battalion took WAHISCHEID (658545)

rnd WXCXU (645562) by nightfall0  The lst Battalion was supposed to take
710FFNUNGSTHAL (635576) and Companr A moved xp after darkness in an attempt to

complete their mission of taking that town even though they had been on the

move since 0700 that morning° Company A-was stopped by 88's and M@ fire from.

the vicinity of (645.585) and WIELPUTZ (643520)° The 2d Battalion was justshort

of MEIZLINGEN (618550) at nightfall by resistance0  The 3d Bn was in reserve

at LOISAR (627492) but co'ntinued to hold th'e high ground at HABERG and the
high ground B of LOHMAR

22, Elements of the 13th Armored Division had crossed the AGGER River S of

TjOft4AR ard had moved N along the W bank of this river to ALTElATHO On orders

from Division the 3d Battalion was directed -to reconnoiter a crossing of the

AVR at LO14MAR and secure the high ground near ALTETATH In support of the

armored operation0  Shortly after this the left boundary of the Regiment was.

xtended across the highway to include a strip of land parallel to and S of

the Autobahn Highway about 1000 aters wide0 in the-direction-LOI1IAR SOH-A RET-

BROICHo Beyond this latter town the leftboundary of the Regiment was the

Autobahn Highway exelusive. The 3d Battalion was committed in the left eector,

attacking initially from ALTENRATH to the IW:

23. tt 0800 on 12 .apr 45 the 1st and 2dBattallons resumed the attack to

the IN. The 2d Battalion took MENZLINGBIT by nodn and ROSRATH-(6.10557) by 1300o

The 1st Battalion took 'fOFFNJNGSTHAL an' thus by early afternoon the. Regiment

was holding the line along the SW to NE road, ROSBTH- ULZE (62a587), Prior

to this time the Regimental Coifaander was ordered by Corps to increase. the.speed

of his attack0  Emphasis was to be placed on speed and not on screening

population in townso The Regimental Commander, had directed utili1ation of all

three battalions in the assault, employing organic moters,

24, The net result for the day's operation was to narrow the front of all

3 Battalions; and they were ordered to-move out with all speed0  Each 'Battalion

utilized all means at ,hand and attackedalong road nets and took all resistanceas it moved°" (By' nightfaZ,1 the'left flank of the Regimentwas justS of,

DELERUCK (540645) and the right flank was just W of BFERG &LADBACH (575655)° The

front line positions were on the road running .WE between these towns, with

the 3dBattalion on the left0 the let on the right0 and .2d in the center. The

Regimental OP was at GIERAH)o

25, .at 1308003 .A.pr 45 the Regiment motorized the 3d and the lst Battalions

for shuttli.ng by u tlizing the kitchen and baggaga trucks and. the. Cannon

Comnany vehicles and moved the 1st and Sd Battalions up parallel, road nets to.

the NWo The 2d Battalion followed the 1st Battalion as soon as possible to
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reserve positions near PAFRATH. By nightfall the Regiment was on the line just
S of the LW road from NITTUM (535962) to IPPERSBUR@ (550703) to 0DEMIR4 (566707).
On 14 Apr 45 the battalions, jumped off from this NITTUM - 0DENTHAL line to reach
a -point just S of the LEV3XUSEN - WUWPERTL River line. The 3d Battalion met
heavy resistance in the vicinity of SCHILDGBEN and NITTM. Numerous casualtiet
were incurred. The resistance in the vicinity of NITTUM was not broken until
Latd in the afternoon.

26. The Regimental Commander now shuffled his battalions around so that he
.,ad all three on the line for the next morning attack, Th'e 2d Battalion was on
the left, the 3d in the center, and the let on t he right, In this formation
t:hey jumped off at 0800 on the morning of the 15th. lt and 3d Battalions met
lIttle resistance in the movement to the line PATTSC1ZID (520770) - ROMBER&G
(530770), nor did the 2d Battalion in moving by SCHLEBUSCR toward HUSCKEID.

27. The attack had now become a pursuit, and every effort was made to keep
the enemy on the run. The order given to the battalions was to drive to the N
with all possible speed, using whatever battalion and company transport which

-l4 be utilized. No communication was kept between battalions. Regiment
'fpt battalions informed of progress on the flanks, The TD's were kept in very
iose support, with one platoon attached to each battalion. There were no tanks

with the Regiment...

2-. With the battalions sltting on the PATTSCHEID - ROMBERG line on the

Iht of the 15th, the Regimental Commander ordered all three battalions to maks
a night attack starting at 160200B, with the mission of crossing the WUPPER
River and securing the high ground to the N with all possible speed. This was

in compliance with the directive of higher headquarters to cross the WUPPER by
noon of 16 Apr 45.

2? The WUPPER River runs EW into the Rhine and is just S of a heavily
inustrialized area between the WTPIaR and the RtItR River further to the N. The
Qopulted environs of DUSSELDORF include the centers of SOLINGEIT, HZLDTHaN
& nd W4ALD.

30. The battalions jumped off at 0200. The 26d Battalion (left) was held up

by enemy resistance in the area around HUSOHEID and WEITSCHB (507775), where
• apparently the enemy aid not know that the "No flesistance" order had been given

to the rest of the units in the pocket. In the right sector, however, the let

Tattalion reached the WtWPER at 0740 and had captured two bridges intact. The
3d Battalion (left) was delayed at EtYSCHSID and did not cross the WtPIE until thc
early hours of the afternoon. The 3d Battalion met little resistance and was

ablo to have Company I across the WEJPPER River at approximately 1000, followed

by the bulk of the Battalion in the late hours of the morning. Company I

scured intact a bridee over the WUPPER which later proved extremely valuable as

a focal point on the combat team MSR. The battalions continued the advance and

by nightfall the industrialized town .of OHLIGS (480850) and RAAN (490885) were

taken.

31,. The Regiment was ordered to jump from OHLIGS and HAAN on the mortnan of

the 17th and to reach the Corps stop line which was several miles to the N along

the line (450930) (510930). The ist and 3d Battalions jumped off on the morning

of the 17th of April and by noon were sitting on the Corps stop line, thus

completin, the mission of the 387th Infantry in the closing of the Ruhr pocket.
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