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25 Aprll 1945

'GENERAL

~ 1. oOn or about 09 Febrhary 1945, whlle still engaged 1n
the ROER River area north of -SCHIMIDT, I received from the o
SUPREME COITIANDER, in peroon, ny flrsu instructions concern-
ing this operation. He informed me that :the XVIII Corps (Air-
borne) would successively command a three-airborne division
operation east of the REINE, in support of the 21st Army
Group; would be promptly Wlt idrawn; and shortly thereafter a
two-airborne division operation, likewise east of the PHINL,
in supoort of the 1atn Army Group , S

- . 2. The Corps was w1thorawn from the SCHNILT area, 13 Feb—
ruary, returned to base at EPERIJAY, FRANCE, and, in accordance
with directives from FIRST ALLIFD AIRBORNE nPVY began planning

- for "VARSITXQ, under plannlng control of ohe dlst Army Group.

i

PLPNI.

: - 8. R2lst Army Group dlrected the operation vould be in
support of British SECOND ARMY. The mission, evolved from con—'
ferences with General Officer Commanu’ng that Arnoy,. Commanding
General, FIRST ALLIED AIRBORNE thY, uno Commanolng General,.
:XVIII Corps (Alfborne), was: _

MTo olsrupt the hostlle defense of the RHINE in the
WESEL sector by the seizure of key terrain by airborne ‘
attack, in order rapidly to- decpen the bridgehead to be
selzed in an assault crossing of the RHINE by British
ground forces, and in order to facilitate the further
offensive operations of the SECOND ARMY."

The 6th British‘and the 13th and 17th U. 8. iirborne
Divisicns were made available to the Corps. British SECOND ARMY
and U. S. NINTH ARMY, both under 2lst Army. Group control, were
directed to furnvsh the neceSsary supporting troops and serv-
ices. -Both were furnished in generous measure, the bulk con-
. sisting of British formations, particularly artillery. Subse- &/
- quently, due to insufficient air 1ifte, the: 13th nlrborne “1V1~
sion was withdrawn from the opcratlon. : .

4. British SECOND ARMY agfccd to dofcr 1ts assault cross-
~ ing of the RHINE by as much as five days, if weather should com-
_pel postponement of the airborne effort, which the COMMANDER-IW-
CHIEF, 21st Army Group, and the General Officer Commanding British
SECOND ARMY, consilered essential to the success of the RHINE
crossing. Daylight was chosen for.the airborne ooeratloa, in
order to take full advantage of complcte Allied air supremacy‘:XV~
and the overwhelming superiority of available Allied artillery.

5. Decision was made that the airborne strike would follow . y
the ground force assault crossing, the first time during tho cm— AT
ployment of airborne forccs in which this was. oonc~ e .




M(Summary of Ground Fo*cos Partloloation in Operatlon "Var51ty"
Contlnued ) . : v

6. Development of tae oporatlon was plannod succe551voly
to clear and secure. divisional areas; to establish contact.
rearward with assc ultlng British XITI Corps end to exoaﬁﬂ“%he
pfidgehead—toterally—to ﬁﬁt”?Sﬁ%ﬁ“?E“gcal of f WESEL und meke
¢ontact with the Ui §: NINTH™ Y (WESEL Was to~be seized by B
& rapid-night assault by the Brit t--Commando Brlgade) ‘
to-further-deepen "the- Bridgehieid to o depth”of about” 10, OOO
yards by a coordinated Corps attack to seize key to”raln, to-
be prepared, on LRMY order, to ‘decpen this bridgehead to 15, OOO
~yards by an attack in conaunctlon with XII Corps on its ;eft
and thence to exploit eastv rd Ln accordance \1th ARWY orders

‘and the SltUuthH.. -

BRI X It wes de01dod tnot the YVIIL Corps (ALrborne), less
its lelSlons, would withdraw from this operation not later than

~ Df6, in order to mount the next olrborne OULT&thH, as dlrected
ﬁby the SUP A EME COF?nNDER. o ‘ : . :

w

8. 4Weather was excellent. Pxecutlon began on’ D Dﬂy,
24 Morch. Both division$ led. with their parachute echelons.
 The drops, commencing at 1000 hours, concluded with the:last
‘glider. element uhortly after noon.' Fifteen minutes later, :°40w/
-~ heavy . bombers dropped ‘one day'of "supply by parnchute to. each
‘division. “Ground’ contact boing*establlshod with British- XII\
‘Corps on D<Day, and. ferry;ng and bridging operatlons being @
~ahead of" schedule, the supply. situation permitted cancellation
~of all planned subsequent air- *eaupply missions. The cirborne s
“phase of "VIRSTTV" thereforo tormlnotca at bout 1530 on D Day.

“9. ‘The oporatlon was developed in’ full conformlty, phose

th the plt By the time¢ th flnul*plonncd“phase
‘llne, about' ;000 yards: dcco, was aboutito- bo‘rewcfo the -
Corps ordercdﬂtnls ‘line disregarded, and maximum exploltation
to- the eust, the. obaoct1Vo being to seize debouchment areas
beyond  the- deflles at DULMEN 'and HALTERN, in order to permit
_Brltish and Amorlcbnrurmor to bro g out ‘into the north Gbrnan
- plain.” JS T U

‘ lO Drlor to thls tlne tnc 6th Guards nrmored Brlg de
(Scots Guards, Coldstream Guards, Grenadier Guards) had been
-attached to this Corps.. Attaching the 513th Parachute Infuntry
4o this:brigade, it was pushed with maximum’specd and encrgy
‘to. the cast, and. ragloly seized the oebouohment areas-desired.
Immedzutely on the heels of this brlgudo, the 1nfontry of the .
17th Alrborne Division arrived, took over the defensc of these
areas, and freed: “the Guards ;rmored Brlgadc for its ruplé sub—
sequent movemont ‘on HUNSmLP ~ , 4

11. Mcmnwhllo, througo both the DULMEN and H;LTFRN dhfllLS
"~ the exits of which were now securely held, the U. S. «d nrmorcd
_DlVlSlon exp101ted ekstworo.v_‘.~ .

bTATISmICS

y o

12. Durlng the 51x~doy porlod 24 to %O March in- wnlch
this Corps controlled the OpbrcthL,’lt averaged o doaily advance
of over seven miles; took 8,000 prisoners; dastroycd the 84th.
ﬁInfantry DlVlSlon,,ond by verlfled but very 1ncomoleto count




(Summary of Ground ﬁorces Pa rtlclpﬁtlon in Operutlon "Vurslty"
Contlnued . :

capturcd or qestroyed 124 ﬂrtlllcry ﬂnd AV pleces and 26 tanks.
The withdrawal of the Corps on D6 made it impossible to get
full reports from the divisions. It is believed that the
amount of materiel cqp+urcd and destroycd gfeatly exceeds the
‘above- figures.,

a . A . L. . ot

NCLUQION

13. a. Concept an nlng wern souna ~nd thorough and
execu+1on PlqubSS. o : '

N The 1mpact of the erorne lelSlons, at one blow,
complctely shatterecd  the nOStllL defense, permitting prompt
link-up with the ﬂsswultlng 1T Corps thc lst Com“ nao Brlgade,\__
and the NINTH ARMV on the south. R :

R

C, Thv rapld dELDbnlng of. the brldguhoaa materlally
increased the rapidity of brldglng operations, which, in turn,
greatly increased the rate of ou11a~up on thc eust bank
essentlal to sub86quunt successcs. R . S

1n31stcnt erVL of thu Co ps to thp e@st ~and
~ the rﬂpld selzure of key “terrain in tl LMEN "chd . HALTERW areas,.

were decisive contrlbutlons “to-this- “;“1t10n3 and ‘to ‘subscquent
developments, as by it both British and U. 8. armor were able to
debouch 1nto the nort German plain at full strbngth ana mo- -
mentum T o

' - In- planﬂlng ana -in gxecutlon,fthc Coopc"atlon of
partlclpatlng alr forees botn Br“tlSﬁ and»‘mgflc n,‘l“cons¢der
completely satlsfﬂctory.K ; ; '
The Tighter=~bombers, ‘in thelir
tive -as could: have Been. eXpec ‘ )
bombers was timgly, and” mbt o cmlcvcul nuu TLOCP uellvcry
by IX Wroop Corflcr Comn na was or, - blme, ﬂnd w1cb mlnor eyccp-
tions, in the correct areas.’ : ‘ ,

f. I w1sn Dartlcularlj to record that throu hoat both
planning and exccution, the cooperation and actual uSolStunCe
provided by the Commanders, Stﬂ;f and  troops of the British
formations under which this Corps scrvea, xhlch it commanded,
or with which it was ﬂssoc1utcd left nothlng to be desired.
For my D“rt, T hove neveér had 101@ sa 1stLng professional ~
service in combat, nor morec “grububla pe rs Qﬂ%l@éblutlons w1th
Dﬂrtlcwpauwng commwnﬂbrs. - o S
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| R ,T I 25 April 1945

REPORT ON_OPERATION VARSITY .

1. PLANNING PHASE:

a. Headquarters, XVIII Corps (Airbcrne) was at ZWEIFALL, -GERMANY
‘preparing plans to cross ROER River when Major General M. B. RIDGWAY received
orders to report for conference 9 February.1945 with Commander~In-Ch1ef
TWENTY-FIRST ARMY GROUP. At this conference the XVIII Corps (Airborne) was -
alerted for Operation VARSITY, an airborne operation in conjunction with the
crossing of RHINE River by SECOND BRITISH ARMY, with date to be 31 March 1945.
The Corps was relieved from FIRST U.S. ARMY and proceeded to baSe in EPERNAY,
FRANCE, closing there 14 February 1945, , -

b. The 6th British Airborne D1v151on, 17th U.S. Alrborne DlVlSlon
and 13th U.S. Airborne Division were assigned for the alrborne operation. The
éth British Airborne Division moved 'to ENGLAND. from FRANCE for ‘training and
preparatlon 'for departure from airdromes in the UNITED KINGDOM.. K The 17th
U.S. Airborne Division was withdrawn from combat in the ARDENNES Area and
closed in the vicinity of CHALONS, FRANCE on 14 February 1945 for reorganl-
zation, reequipping and training. VARSITY was to be the first combat air-
borne operation of the 17th U.S. Airborne Division. The 13th.U S. Adrborne
Division had recently arrived on the continent and was reorganized under new
T/0 & E., It had not been in combat. This division was released from Oper—
ation VARSITY on 8 March 1945 . o

€. During tne ‘planning phasé pumerous conferences were held to-
"button up" the multitude of details as a pre-requisite to the successful
mounting of a combined river crossing and airborne operatioh. A detailed
account of all the general and special staff oonferences is not w1th1n the
scope of this report, but it should be recorded that the staff. planning of
the tactical and logistical aspects of the operation, both air and- ground, .
contributed in large measure to its successful ‘execution. Three (3) ma jor
conferences were conducted by Headguarters, SECOND BRITISH' ARMY resultlng
in adoption of the following broad plan ‘as it affected operations of XVIII
Corps (Alrborne) \ _

D Day - 2h March l9h5

‘ D-,3 - Anr neutrallze enemv air by bomblng alrdromes, parti-

Cularly those used by jet-propelled alrcraft' sweep
on D Day. S

D-1 - 1730 - RAF'heéﬁ& aircraft bomb WESEL.
1800 - Massed artlllery beg1n all night preparatlon.
2100 - 30th British Corps launch assault crossing of
RHINE on one (1) division front to selze a bridge-

head in the v1c1n1ty of REES.

2200 - lst Commando Brigade cross RHINE ard launch sneak
o attack on WESEL.

2230 to 2245~ RAF bomb WESEL at request 1st Commando
‘ Brlgade.

o«




!D.Day ~ OQOOvrtiéfh Briﬁiéh Corps lauhchJaSSadlﬁ crossing»of
C ' RHINE North of WESEL with 15th (Scottish) Divi-
_sion; seize BISLICH (A1L43) and advance on BOCHOLT

260 and BORKEN (43961). .. . . =« .

(P Hour) ~ 6th British Airborne Division and 17th
o . Airborne Division begin simultaneous drops .
§n'the area Northwest of WESEL indicatéd on' Sketch
‘No. 1, attached. Drops and lgndings to’be com-
" pleted by 1245, D Day. See Paragraph 2, "Plan of

" Commending General, XVIII Corps (Airborse)" for
- further details of initial mission and’ subseqient
L}_ﬂjf;ﬁ@lqymégtgofiairborne1nﬁis,@qjexplqitlthg;ppidgsv‘

5

~head, .

¢

© 1300 - Resupply by air.

2, PLAN. OF COMMANDING GENERAL, XVIII CORPS (AIRBORNE): {(Sketch No. 1)
' ¢ a.  Mission XVIII Gorps (Airborne)y To disrupt the hostilé defense

~ of the RHINE North of ‘WESEL by seizure of key terrain by airborne attack in

" order to rapidly deepen bridgehead, facilitate crossing by SECOND BRITISH ARMY
‘and link-up with .NINTH U.S. ARMY; then be prepared for further offensive actior
edstward on SECOND BRITISH ARMY Order. . = N T SR ‘ .

R -

' b.’ Initial Mission 6th British Airborne Division: - To drop during
daylight, 24 March 1945, beginning at P Hour: seize, clear and secure the Divi--
sion Area2 . with priority to the high ground in phé'gsheral1area’(160&757;J ' :
163468 =~ 170461), the town of HAMMINKELN, and the bridges over the ISSEL River
at (218497) and (222485); protect the left (North) flank of the-Corps; estab- -
1ish contact with the 12th British Corps, .and the 17th U.S, “Airborne Division.
Objectivés to be held at all costs. . " ‘ e y

. . c. Initial Mission 17th U.S. Airborne Division:. To drop during day-
‘light, 24 March-1945, beginning at P Hour; seize, clear and secure the Divi-
- sion Area with priority to the high: ground East of DIERSFORDT in the general
“area (181449 = 183443 — 191441),, and the bridges over the ISSEL River from
(253439) to (235458) (both inclusive); protect the right (South) flank of the
Corps; establish contact with the 1st Commando,Brigadé,:thelléth‘British'COrés
‘and the 6th British Airborne Division. Objectives to be held at all costs.

. 9. ‘Plan for subsequent operations called for advance to Phase Line
LONDON (Sketoh No. 1), by 17th U.S. Airborne Division by 0700, D plus 1; ad- .
vance to Phase Line NEW YORK by 1700, D plus 1 with 6th British Airborne Divi-
sion and 17th U.S. ‘Airborne Division (with lst Commando Brigade attached);
12th British Corps to relieve elements of 6th British Airborne Division North
of inter-Corps boundary during the night of D plus 1 and 2; advance to Phdse
Line PARIS on D plus 2; continue the advance on order of General Officer Com-
manding, SECOND BRITISH ARMY.. ' = . o e e :

X

3. PERSONALITIES:

General Officer Commanding, TWENTY-FIRST ARMY GROUP
Field Marshal Sir BERNARD L. MONTGOMERY, KCB, DSO
" General Officer Commanding, SECOND BRITISH ARMY
 Lieutenant General ®ir MILES DEMPSEY, KCB; DSO, MC ™
Commanding General, FIRST (ALLIED) AIRBORNE ARMY ™~
"Lieutenant General LEWIS H. BRERETON . A
f Cémmanding;Genéral,‘XVIiI Corps (Airborne)
“ Major Geheral MATTHEW B. RIDGWAY

A




REPORT ON OPFRATION VARSITY,'Hq;fXVIIIACorps (Airborne), dated 25 April 1945.

o

Dep.xtv Commander, XVIII Corps (Alrborne)
' Major General RICHARD:N. GALE, DSO, OBE MC General Offlcer
Command:ng, lst Brltlsh Alrborne Corps

General Officer Commandlng, 8th British Corps
Lleutenant General EVELYN H. BARKER . CB, CBE DSO, MC*:

General Officer Commandlwg, 12th Brltlsh Corps
Lieutenant General NEIL RITCHIE CB

»Commandlng General, 8th Bomber Cﬂmmand (ana Resupply)
ajor General FREPERICK L. ANDERSON

”“Commandlng General IX Troop Carrler Command
Major General PAUL L. WILLIAMS -

~ Commanding General 17th'U.S. erborne D1v1s10n
Major ‘General WILLIAM M., NILEY :

General Offlcer Commandlng, 6th Brltlsh Alrborne D1v151on
Mawor General ERIC L. BOLS DSO - '

-Z'General Offlcer Commandlng, 6th Guards_Armored Brlgade
_Brigadier W. . C GREENACRE MVO :

Geéneral Officer Commandlng, Ist Commando Brlgade A
Brlgadler DERCK MILLS—ROBERTS DSO M~ Irlsh Guards

Officer Commandlng, ‘SAS Ground Force
Lleutenant Colonel BRIAN FORSTER MORTAN FRANKS;, DSO, MC

L CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

a. 2h March 1945: (SketchoNq. 2)

The operation proceeded according to plan with drops and landings
being made in moderate to intense antiaircraft fire. Details of patterns - g -
-a matter of separate study, but in general they may be classified as pood.4 By
night fall reports were received that all objectives had been taken by both
divisions, except that the 513th Parachute Infantry, 17th U.S. Airborne. P1V1510n
was '’ launching a night attack to secure the high ground in the heavily wooded
area North of DIERSFORDT: Thls attack was successful: Five (5) bridges across
‘the ISSEL River had been seized intact -and HAMMINKEIN had been seized by 6th
Airlanding Brigade, 6th British Airborne D1v1smn. 194th Glider Infantry s l7th

U.S. Airborne Division held cross1ngs of the ISSEL River ‘within its zoneé. Con- -

tact had been made between all units.. 18t Commando Brigade held the western
half of WESEL. Build-up of supportlng units across the RHINE proceeded slowly
due to-difficulty with Class 50-60 Rafts., The Corps Commander crossed durlng
the afternoon and joined the Commanding General, 17th U.S. Airborne Division.
Two hundred and forty (240) B-24 aircraft dropped five hundred and forty (540)
tons of ammunition, food and gasoline at 1300 Hours. b6th British Airborne Divi-
sion reported capture of fifteen hundred (1,500) prisoners, 17th U.S.. Alrborne
Division two thousand (2,000 prlsoners,‘durlng the day, w1th 1dent1flcat10n

of 8hth Infantry D1v151on predomlnablng.

The alrborne drop was of Such depth that all enEHy artlllery and
rear defen51ve positions were. included and destroyed, reducing in one (1) day
a posltlon that mlght have taken many days to reduce by ground attack only.

Resupply mission by air for 25 March 1945 was cancelled.

3789 POW
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ib. 25 March 19h5 (Sketch No. 3)

S CXVIIT Corps (Alrborne) assumed control 1st Commando Brlgade at

‘ 0930 (which was confirmed later by Headquarters, SECOND BRITISH ARMY)'-and it
was attached ‘to 17th U.S. Alrborne Div151on. WESEL was not completelv clear
at openlng of thls perlod.‘fti¢.‘ : _.@,

: : 17th U. S. Alrborne Div151on 1aunched an attack w1th 19ath Glider

Infantry and. 507th Parachute Infantry at 1500 to seize Phase TLine LONDON “ The

194th Glider Infantry reported on 1ts obqectives by 1800 resistance c1&5$1f1ed

. as light with no enemy artlllerv or mortar fire encountered - 507th Parachute

. Infantrv with stiffer: r651stance in v1c1n1tV of WESEL had two (2) battalions o
on Phase Llne LONDON prlor to mldnlght. e . S

o

. Bu11d~up preceeded slowly w1tH each d1v1510n ‘reinforced by one" (1)
'battery self~propelled antitank: guns (17 pounder, British) ‘and 17th U.S. Airu"

~ borne Division reinforced by one (1) tamk company. 6th British’ Airborne Divi-
sion had been relnforced by the equlvalent of one (l) tank company (amphiblous)
“on D Day. e SR ‘ . L . _ e

Qe
P4

: 5.‘3,1. . . '
Das ,~v.‘. A

o R Corps Tactlcal Command Post opened on the East bank at DIE’RSFORDT
(178&&2) at 1400, and the same afternoon issued orders for attack" on ‘Phase

- Line NEW. YORK with divisions abreast, formation and boundariés as planned: pre=:

viously (see Sketch No. 1) -at. 0900, 26 March 1945; 3d Parachute Brlgade 6th

Brltlsh Airborne DlVlSlon 1n Corpe Reserve. . . _

8Ll POW -

26 March 1%5 (Sketch No. u)

_ 6th Brltmsh Alrborne DlVlSlon and l7th U S. Airborne D1v151on at—
tacked as’ planned and secured all objectlves on Phase Line NEW. YORK.' Resist—
ance classified as light along the entire. front. Only two (2) counterattacks
reported up to this tlme each ef about company strength.‘_ :

: ‘ Plans were completed for contlnuatlon of the attack on Phase Line
PARIS at 0900 27 March 1945, with arrangements made for relief of eléments of
6th British Alrborne Division by 12th British Corps North of the. prev1ously '
agreed 1nter~Corps boundary by 0200 27 March 1945.

. Bu11d~up of relnforcements proceeded more rapldly due to’ openlng
of Class LO Bridge shead of schedule and construction of two. (2) Class LO

- Brldges at WESEL by NINTH U S “ARMY.

: 6th. Guards Armored Brlgade after crossing RHINE during nlght 26 -
27 March 1945 was attached to XVIIT Corps (Alrborne), and plans were prepared ’
Yo relnforce it w1th the folloW1ng s

513th Parachute Infantry (less one (1) battallon)
lhhth Self;Propelled Antltank Battery

bth Field Regiment o :

1 A1r Qupport Tentacle

‘and to attack on Corps Order to seize the llne DORSTEN (h?LO) - RHADES (LASO)

, 17th U .S. Alrborne DlVlSlon secured brldge 51te at (323397) to
safeguﬂrd brldglng operatlon of XVI TSy Corps follow1ng day. ;i‘.f

o

_ . lst Commando Brlgade replaced 3d Parachute Brlgade at 1800 a8
Corps Reserve v1cln1ty of WESEL. ' : »

827 POW
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'REPORT ON OFERATION VARSITY, Hg, XVIII Corps (Airborne), dated 25 April 1945.

27 March 19&5 (Sketch No. 5)

During the nlght 26 —27 March 19h5, 6th British. Alrborne D1v1s1on
sent patrols as far out as Phase Line PARIS, -and upon finding no re51stance
quickly pushed two (2) battalions forward so that by daylight they were on that
line, The Corps Commander issued 1nstruct10ns to disregard Phase- Ling PARIS
and to advance apgressively on tht line DORSTEN —WULFEN (5047) — LEMBECK (L951)
with particular attention to bridges on the LIPPE River. Units were instructed
to push the attack relentlessly day and night in order to obtaln maximum ex—
‘ploitation with mlnlmum delay.- S .y B T

- The 6th Guards Armored Brlgade wiis delayed crossing the RHINE
bridges; but with 513th Parachute Infantry (less one (1) battallon) attached,
~ it attacked at 1500 and passed througn leadlng elements .of l7th U.Se Alrborne
Division durlng the nlght N . . e

Desplte stlff re51st“nce in the Forest WFSEL Area, galns up to "
‘nine thousand (9, OOO) yards were mace in the Oorps Zone. L -

XVIII Corps (Alrborne) Comm“nd Post opened at 1500 at 225&27,
North of WESEL. : , . o S A

| u93.fPow. .

28 March 1945% (Sketch No. 6)

. 6th Guards Armored Brlgade (relnforced by 513th Parachute Infantry)
enteréd DORSTEN at 0600, and at 1230, 28 March 1945, oral orders. were issued
by Corps Comhander to adva ance rapldly on the axis HALTERN (6249) — "DULMEN
(6859) ~ MUNSTER (9273). Resistance at LIPPRAMSDORF. (5546) consistlng_prlgr.n
cipally of self~pronelled guns held up the brigade untll darkness. This re~
sistance was bypassed durlng the night. '

' 6th Brltlsh Airborne DlVlSlQn COntlnued the attack, seizing the
town of ERLE . (hOﬁO) by 0800, and pushed on to meet stubborn re31stance at
LEMBECK ° whlch was shelled and also bombed by RAF. LEMBECK was seized during
night of 28 -'29 March 1945. 6th British Airborne Division and all ‘the sup-
portlng artlllery of 8th Brltlsh Corps passed to 8th Brltlsh Corps control at

‘ l7th U.Ss Alrborne D1v151on (less 513th Parqchute Infantry) con-—
tlnued the attack. 507th Purachiite . Infantry seized WLFEN by 2100; it was ’
then motorized and ordeted to advance rapidly to join the Guards Armored Bri-
gade in HALTERN where it took respon51b111ty for security of the town and sent
out securltv ‘to the East perlmeter of STAUBECKEN LAKE. . . .

1st Commando Brlgade rellevad from as31gnment to XVITI Corps (Air-
borne) and reverted to command 8th Brltlsh Cor ps upon arrlval in ERLE. ,

~ 'Plan for future operatlon~ 6th Guards Armored Brlgade w1th 513th
Parachute Infantry attached, to press advance on axis HAIEERN — DULMEN =
MUNSTER; 507t% P:irachute Iof ntry to sceure HALTERN; 194th Glider Inf: ntry to
rmové by motor on DULMEN to garrison znd secure that area. 17th U.S. Airborne
Division (less 513th Parachute Infantry) pushed rapidly forward by motor to .
- HALTERN and TULMEN, was ordered to secure."bridgeheads" at those places covering
‘exits and defiles, thus insuring openings through which Guards Armored Brlgade
and later  the 2d U.S. Armored Dlvlsion could advanoe rapldly and exp101t far
beyond.

. Corps TAC Command Post opened at 1700 v1c1n1ty REDDENBERG (313&15)

527 POW
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_5 29 March l9h5 (Sketch No. 6)

1 L 6th Guards Armored Brlgade, relnforced was relleved in HALTERN

by 507th Parachute Infantry prior to. dayllght and contlnued advance capturing
DULMEN by 1000. Further advance was blocked by extensive rubble instreets’

and marshy ground on outsklrts of c1ty. Englnecr fa0111t1es were. pusheﬁ for-
ward to clear path. By 1900 plans were complete to.continue advance night v
.29 - 30 March 1945 to BULDERN (7h63), whlch was occupled at 0505, 30 March l9h5.

19bth Gllder Infantry contlnued move by motor shuttle to DUIMEN.A,

. 17th U oS- Alrborne DlVlSlon Headquarters and bulk cf lelSlon T
u_troops aSSembled in v101n1ty of s ,

 he .‘2d’U'¥:S£ , Dlvmon, of XIXU S. Corps, NINTH U ,S. ARMY -

o at 1800 29'March 1945 advanced7 n-axis DORSTEN — HALTERN - DULMEN, to pass

>
8

through ‘and relleve 17th UsSe Alrborne Division in HALTERN -and DULMEN, 17th
U.S. “Airborne D1V151on'w1th all U.Ss ‘attachments upon being passed’ through td
‘come. under command XIX U.Se 'Corps. 0600 ‘30 March 1945, All Brltlsh units; -
‘remaining attached to 17th.U,S. Airborne Division and XVIII Corps (Airborre),

" to revert to 8th British Corps at 0600, 30 March 1945, XIX'U.$. Corps to as~
sume; respon81b111ty for that part of XVIII Corps (Airborne) Zone in NINTH U, S.
ARMY Zone .and 8th British Corps to assume responsibility for that part of
XVIII Corps. (Alrborne) Zone in SECOND 'BRITISH ARMY Zone. XVIIT Corps (Air--
borne) to revert to FIRST (ALLIEV) AIRBORNE ARNY'same date ‘and hour (0600

30 March l9h5) » -

-t

' {152'9 ‘Pow

30 March 19&5 (Sketch No. 6) S_

e

N\

K ,  XVIII Corps (Alrborne) closed Command Post at 0600 and departed
’for EPERNAY FRANCE

5.‘ SUPPLY AND FVACUATION

| Supplles for Operatlon VARSTTY proup themselves in the follow1ng
*categorles~ﬁ~cm’. » | | ; , R
":(1)‘»33310 1oads. o
“(2). One (1) day of air resupply (two hundred and fortv (2&0)
~ tons per, division) to be delivered on D Day 1mmed1ately
. cafter the airborne landing. = -

(3) Two (2) days of air resuoply to be dellverec on D plus 1
_ ‘unless cancelled. -
~(4)  Overland supply transported across the river by DUKWs from
 dumps established on the West bank of the rlver. ~ N
) Supplies pre~loaded on d1v151on landtails. ' -
) - Normal supply OVer the br 1dges from regularly eetablished
' supplv'p01nts.:

3

,b.J‘Bv the afternoon of D Day, it~ became apparent' »

'(l) That the basic 1oad and the’ D Day air - resupply had. arrlved N
; ~in good order,

-,,(2) That "the resupply by DUKWs was g01ng rather siowly over the'

- regularly established DUKW ferries, but: that the ‘bridges -

were being installed with a rapidity which would make it
_ " possible to route DUKWs across the bridges. ,
. /'(3) .That- sufflclent of the division roadtail could be moved acros‘

" ‘the river on D Day so that by the morning of D plus 1 each:
dirborne division would have a total of all classes of supply

from all the aforementloned sources to give them a reserve

. . .. . of at least two (2) days in addltlon to what was coming in
ST through the normal flow. o B

¢
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. é; Based on the abOVe estlmate, resupoly by alr, scheduled for D
plus 1 was cancelled - ,“ . ,

d. The flow of§traff1c over’ the brldges thereafter proceeded at ’
such a rate that by the ‘morning of 'D plus L each airborne ¢éivision had under
its cantrol on the East bark ;of the river.all of its organic and attached
transportation;and 2 minimum of five (5) days of ‘supply. This, in effect,

- marked the end of; the bulld n=anthhereafter supply proceeded in the normal.
'fashlon. L v e F e i o

- '1T Those casualtles held bi:fleld an\u,vacuatlon hospltals
S *g’ ‘establlshed “about five (5) miles to the weSt of the rlver.

' iThe holdlng unlt‘on the East bank ofi-the: rlver, 1ncludlng ar few?‘

was: estAbllshed on p Dav.” Evacuatlon from thls point o
i ‘y%DUKW and

Evacuatlon from :

Loaded am~
F'suff1c1ent brldges ‘were i) -
ank holdlng unit: to the :

! ,1nstallatlons, 1nterdlct10n of trafflc by the
‘bombardment of road nets and brldges, the protection of Troop Carrler Command
aircraft during the. d611VGYYf0f the airborne.forces, against both hostile air-
craft and flak, and close cooperatlon by the 2d tactlcal Alr Force w1th the
6th Britlsh and 17th U.S. . Alrborne Dlvlsions.::% i -

o b.l Qn D—3 all enEmy dromes whlch were. w1th1n effectz#e range of’the
VARSITY area were bombed with partlcular attentlon being: pald to those used by
jet-propelled alrcraft On the morning of D Day at first light these field were

ight i 't of the Bth and, 9th Air. Forces and the effectlveness

“‘{,On D—l at 1730 Hours RAF heavv alrcraft attacked the cltv of WESEL.

rs to.2245 on D=1 the RAF again bombed WESEL at the: request. of ‘the
ommando: Brigade. At the time of the bomblng, the Commandoes were within
1,500 yards of the target and no report was recelved of . any 1n3ury to the ‘per-
sonnel of that unit. :

: e., At 1000 Hours on D Day the 6th Brltlsh Alrborne Dlvlslon and the -
17th U.s,. Airborne Division started a simultaneous parachute drop and glider
- landings 1n the area North of WESEL. Parachute drops and glider landings were
completed by 1245 Hours. : The forces involved in this part of the opération
were the IX Troop Carrier Command and the 38th and 46th Groups-of the RAF,
The IX.Troop Carrier Command dropped six hundred and sixty seven (667) loads
“of paratroopers which included seyent y-two (72) C-46 type aircraft. This was.
the entlre parachute commitment of the 6th British- -and 17th U.S.. Alrborne Div1—
“The 38th and héth RAF Groups towed’ four hundred and forty: (th)'Horsa




- fgllders to the landlng zones of the 6th Brltlsh Alrborne D1v1s1on. The IX
- "Troop Carrier Command towed nine hundred and six (906)- CG LA gliders, five:
. hundred and ninety-two (592) of which were double—towed by C-47 aircraft. -
Seventeen (17) airfields were.used by the IX Troop Carrler Command and eight
(8) by the 38th and.L6th RAF Groups in launching this operation. Three (3)
alrflelds were used by the 8th Alr Force B-24's for resupply.- RTINS -v.\

s f. Immedlately follow1ng the gllder landlngs, a resupply m1ss1on of
flve hundred and forty (540) tons was delivered by B-2L type aircraft offthe "
8th Air Force employlng a total of two hundred and forty (2&0) a1rcraft. : '
r'fvvpttrg g. Durlng the alrborne dellverv and. the resupplv dellvery contlnuous
'-.protectlon was. afforded the aireraft of the IX Troop Carrier - Command and the

th Air:For ir Force, the 9th Air Force,. ‘the Flghter COmmand and

'the 24 TactlcallAlrrForc‘ The 168ses of | the IX Troop: Carrier- Command”are TEé-
ported to have approximated fifty (50). C—h7 and C-46 type aircraft. Glider
losses from antlalrcraft fire are known to have been. very llght.« B—2h losses
“were reported to have been approx1mately twenty (20) R

) . ’
e h.‘-Just prlor to last llght on D Dav, airflelds occupled by nlght
iflghter forces of the Luftwaffe were attacked by the 8th and 9th Air Force
. fighters. ‘Throughot the entire operation of the XVIII Corps (Alrborne), there
: were no reported enemy air attacks on 1ts forces. : , SR

»_ . s - -

. The 2df$act1cal AJr Force supoorted unlts of the XVIII Cﬁﬁps (Alr—

PDOA 1ngxa,_ .’

- Yo “ifthe. targets wer - not: of a; presslng nature, and 1n case of an emer— .
gency direct to the FCP, by-passulg Army. - ‘There wer€. very: ‘few targets submittec
by ‘the - two (2) ‘ajtborne- divisions to the air forces, because of .the dlsorgani-

zatlon of ‘the German forces-and scarcity of - sultable targets.; Targets whlch
ubmitted were qulckly and effectlvely attached. T Lo

u»j\x.A new, type of alr’support to the Corpe wasdmade -available- 1nrthe

o fo mbof medlum bombardment close suoport. Medlum bombardment azrcraft were .

standlng bv and ‘were prepared. to attack a target within 30 to 45 mimtes after

1ts submission to the 2d- Tactlcal Air Force: by the Corps. No suitable targets
“were encountered- ard hence. the effectlveness of thls type support could not
wbewappralsed. 4' S G T R COS I A .

ARTILLERYy

t;on VARSITY fell naturally 1nto two o
ombardment prior:to;P-Hour on D Day,
2 rborne . divisions by artlllery from:
HINE: River 1mmed1ate1y after the-airborne
~12th Brltlsh Corps planned: ‘and. -executed -the

- positlons’on ‘the West bank of the
troops had arrived on the ground

-preliminary bombardment. Commencing at 1800 Hours on 23 Mareh 1945 (D-1), the
‘bombardment - continued unabated until P Hour (1000) on D’ Day. Prior to the
commencement of the ‘bombardment a. 51lent policy had beén in effect, P031t10n314
wer zoccupled and ammunltlon dumped nearby under cover. of darkness. Radio gt
,e: c Was, malntalned. Gun crews were not permltted 4n the position. area '
dur; ‘ »,dayllght. ‘The strlctest camouflage dlsc1p11ne was enforced. A SpGCJ.al

pre aratlon was: devoted to neutrallzlng enemy flak 1nstallatlons. ‘Earller flres

had concentrated on neutralizing known enemy batteries, punlshlng -enemy - strong

polnts, dlsruptlng his communlcatlons, and denylng h1m any . rest. “iAfter day* ;

: llghtf’ D Day-the artlllery concentrated its flres on-the: area ‘short. of “the

. ‘ ’whlle the” RAF“'pammeled- the land to the East of that line. .Each air—
borne division submitted its requests for areas to be fired upon; these re-

quests were honored in the master flre plan.J Careful superv131on 1nsured that
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the Landlng Zones would nbt be pltted by shell holes, Worklng ln tha'most

~ thorough and painstaking marner 12th Britlsh Corps CCRA produged ‘ar most ex~.: .
‘cellent fire plan, admirably executed. The exact composition of. the artillery ' '
" massed for the delivery of the: preparatlon ‘may. be’ found in the Artlllery Report_f
It is sufficient ta record-here that llght medlum, and heavy callbers crowded
gach other to the river :bank and every-piece had 1ts several .hundred .rounds of
ammunition dumped hard: by.L The: general effectlvenees of the bombardment is
revealed by the answers of the ‘ddzed prisoners of D Day,'who, when .questioned
‘as to why they surrendered,: 806 often replled~f "It wis too much, it was more
than I could stand", As to the effectiveness of the counter~flak ‘fires. there

 remains the mute testlmonv of the forty-five (L5) planes of the flrst flight,

all of which returned in formatlon ‘to.the West bank of the r;ver. Later flight:
were not so fortunate, for. it was- olanneo, and rlghtly so, to cease. flrlng .when
~the first planes of the sky train appeared over the gun areas and to fire no..
more until the alrlandlng was. completed, #4t- that tlme XVIII Co*ps Artlllerv -
(Airborne) took actlve command of Corps Artlllery and second phase came 1nto
‘being. I i;; »1~' = S Sy i

’ _ b. For the close supnort of the amrborne lelSlOns after they were
on the ground a division artillery ‘field replment (Britlsh) in. position on the -
West bank of the rlver was placed 1n dlrect supoort each a;rborne d1v1310n._

medlum.reglments, the l7th U.S. Alrborne DlVlslon had three (3) fleld regl— o
ménts and one (1) ‘meditim regiment in direct support. The 6th Brltlsh Airborne
Division was allotted the extra medium (L 5" Gun) régiment’ to gain. ‘more fire

at greater range, for its division zone extended deepéer than did the area of
 the 17th U.S, Airborre Division. .In general support was 8th AGRA and the LOth

U.S. Group. On call were the artilleries of 12th Britlsh Corps on the left
and XVI U.S. Corps on the right. The key to: the whole problem of giving close
‘support. to the: divisions.was. to be fourd in the communicatlon svstem.h Radlo,
of course, was the only solution; radio and tralned observers - for all early
fires of nece351tv had to be observed flrcs./ he 6th British Aerorne Division
had its own. airborne forward observer unit. whlch answered the need adm;rablv.
No such organic unlt existed for the 17th U.S. Aarborne DlVlSlon.: As @ con— .
“sequence XVIII Corps Artillery (Alrborne) trained and: equlpped such a group
for that division calling principally on the lelSlon for the personnel,
Kctually the equipment had been procured and ‘the personnel trained for such

an operation prior to the Von Runstedt offensive, which pr601p1tated this Corps
into a ground role and: dissolved the school.: VARSITY, however, demanded
'TRANSLATOR ‘teams with the Brltish artlllery formatlons on'the West bank:in
order that U.S. observers' sensings could be translated into British fire. com—
mands. NINTH U.,S. ARMY supplied the necessary translator teams and equipment.
These teams, along with the airborne cbserver and liaison teams were given

a week's intensive schooling at EPERNAY and then went out. to join their units.
The details of the communlcatlon plan .can be found in the Artillery Report on
_the operation, That the communications system. worked was gratifying, that
- every airborne radio paradrovped and gliderborne, a total of fourteen (14)
‘radios, functioned during the operation was nothlng short of miraculous. The
effect of having a trained observer with each infantry battallon ‘in direct
commnication with an artillery regiment already in position is difficult to
evaluate. That the observers proved themselves, however, is.shown by the fact
_that one (1) infantry regiment had over one hundred and ten (110) observed fire
fm13510ns fired for it durimg the period P to P plus. 36 Hours.u The observers
_ ad1usted fire visually by'day and night and on occasion by sound, They re-
ported "Fire Effective" in every instancé, ‘When the divisions moved on east-
ﬁard the forward observers for Corps Artillery were ro longer needed. But.. ,
for fortyeelght (A8) hours they gave to the airborne dlv1s1ons eomEthlng unloue
“ih ‘airborne annals - observed: close--support. artillery flre in great mass during
the crucial period when the airborne lelSlon artilleries were seeklng to as~
_ semble and -organize on the ground. :

u\\bu)ﬁ .,d lote disin
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B ENGINEER FUNCTIONS'

Englneer plan for the operatlon covered 1n1t1slly the clearlng cf

' routesnthrough WESEL and bridging the LIPPE Rlver and the LIPPE zSEITEN Canal :
" on the maln road South of: WESEL._.J”‘HH_ "' j Lol B

/"‘

Based on a route plan prescrlbed by SECOND BRITISH ARNY an overlay

show1ng priority of clearanée of :routes; through WESEL was" prepared andfglven :
., to 16th Airfield Constz uctlon Group. Thls olan was coordlnated w1th NINTH U S

ARMY englneers worklng 1n the same area..

. ?econnalssance partles crossed on D Day to check the routes selected
and Yo’ make any necessary changes.g Late on D Dlus 1 troops and- equlpment of
léth Alrfleld Constructlon ‘Group crossed the river and began the work of clear-
- ing the town on D' plus’ 2. Addltlonal t'roops of the léth Alrfleld Constructlon
Group crossed and helped w1th work already-under way. *,' YAt S

- \':qi BV thls tlme two (2) routes through WESEL were opened to trafflc.irifi

On D plus 3 the balance of” léth Alrfleld Constructlon Group troops

’ and equlpment ‘together w1th addltlonal 8. CRE’ troops and equlpment arrlved. 4uk,l

Brldglng over LIPPE Rlver began by 8 CRE troops."

_',;'v.‘ '. N

On D plus L balance of 8 CRE troops and’ addltlonal brldglng equlpment

arrlved and a bridge over the LIPPE River was- completed. Troops of 503d

Field Company and one (1) Bailey Platoon cime under Corps. control ‘amd were_d"f:;'l”

“placed in - suppOrt of 6th Guards Armored Brlgadc.’ ‘Troops of 16th- Airfi
structlon Group and 8 CRE reverted to 8th Brltlsh Corps as. of l8OO th1

“0On D plus 5 troops of the 503d Fleld Company wlth equlpment loaned.
by 8th Brltlsh Corps cleared’ Toutes of obstacles as far as DULMEN and bv 1810
Hours had cleared two (2) s1ngle lane routes through DUIMEN.-‘u i e

/ .

| “"9._ SIGNAL commmcwlons

ere Communlcatlon" Prov1d1ng the Corps Headquarters W1th w1re :

communlcatlon for Operatlon VARSITY presented the problem-of obtalnlng wire

~circuits across ‘the RHEINE Rlver o the l7th U, S. ‘Airborne’ D1v181on and 6th :
British Alrborne D1v131on. To. fulfill this mission it waS*necessurv to have

a minimum of five (5) splral—four (L) cubles ‘from the Corps Command Post across
the RHINE River operating at all times. Prior ‘to 1200 Hours D Day’ six (6) -

spiral four (h) cables had been installed from the Corps Command Post to test 'iﬁ_
.point on the East bank of the river. In order to assure that a minimum of five -

(5) cables would be worklng at all tlmes, ‘sixteen (16) spiral four (A) cables
were laid under water across the river, eight (8) belng laid at one. (l) polnt
and eight (8) at a different point further up stream. “These cables WETE. con=-
nected to test points which: permltted selectionof any*flve«(5) of ‘the 31xtee
(16) cables. The first cable to.be 1aid across the river was ingtalled and

. operating by 0945, D Day. The wire teams continued to lay cable until elaht

(8) cables were installed.  The first crossing of eight - (8) cables was.com—
pleted lhOO D Day. The constructlon teams then moved up stream- and 1nstalled

another elght (8) cables, The ‘second set of eight (8) cables was’ completed by

1800, D Day. At ‘1630, D Day, wiré laying teams had arrived on the Bast bank’
of the RHINE River dand had begun to extend cables to the l7th U. S._Alrborne
Division and to the 6th British Alrborne Division. ~These wire teams had ex—
tended spiral-four (L) cables ‘as”far as MJHLENFELD by the evenlng of D Day.
They were unable to extend the lines any further due to-enemy action in- ‘the - :
area. through whlch they must. proceed and were forced to wait at- MUHLENFEID
untll the morning of D plus 1. At this time’ they continued towards the divi=’
‘sions' ‘command posts. At 1430, D ;plus l the first cable arrived at the. Come

- ‘mand Post’ of the 17th U.S. Alrborne DlVlSlon. At 1600, D plus 1 the first -

cable arrlved ‘at the Command Post. of the 6th British. Alrborne D1v131on. The
crews then proceeded to extend backwards from: ‘the d1v1s1ons to complete'the L
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second cable from each d1v1slon to the Corps Command Post. ~ After the initial
system was installed the crews. .continued to extend the cable to accommodate
the rapidly mov1ng command posts of the lelSlons.Tj

b. RADIO cowmmcmow e

(1) XVIII Corps . (Alrborne) Corrmnd Net C—-l ,Cbmnniniéat‘ion estab- -«
llshed as follows. o ,

(a) 17th U, S Alrborne Division at 1830, 2h March l9h5.

(b) b6th British Airborne Division at 12A5, 25 March 1945,
(Delav caused by radlo set not being avallable for net
untll 1200 25 March 19454) :

- (2) 'XVIII Corps (Alrborne) Command Net C-2: Communication estab~
lished with 6th Brltlsh Airborne DlVlSlon at 1430, 2 March
w945,

(3) XVIII Corps (Alrborne) Command Net C-3¢ Communication & st ab
' lished with 17th u.s. Alrborne D1v1sion at 1235 2h March

' 1945, | ‘

(4)  ‘Army Net Cel: COmmunlcatlon establlshed with SECOND BRITISH

. GRMY ard NINTH U.S. ARMY at 2330, 23 March 1945, .

~ .(5) SECOND ERITISH ARMY Command Net A-1: Communlcatlon estab~
©lished at 2330, 23 March 1945. -

.(6) FIRST (ALLIED) AIRBORNE ARMY Command Net C-5: Communlcatlon

“. . ‘established 101k, 24 March 1945, -
~. (7). 17th U.S. Alrborne Division Resupply Net C-6: The monitor
o \“__vstatlon at Corps Headquarters heard the 17th U.S, Airborne
“».. - Division establish comminication with the: FIRST (ALLIED) ATR=
-+ BORNE ARLY at 1158, 24 March® 1945, °
(8) XVIII Cor ps (Airborne) Administrative Net 0-8 Comnunlcatlon
. was sstablished with Corps Base at 0812, 24 March 1945,
~.  (9) 6th British Airborne Division Resupply Net C-9: ' The monitor
S station at Corps headquarters heard communicatlon establlshed
L _at 1235, 2L March l9h5. : /

10. Enemv units engaged 1ncluded 84th Infantry D1v1s1on (destroyed) Aééth
Division (BG KARST), elements of 7th Parachute Division, numerous Antlalrcraft
Replacement Volkssturm, Fortress, nglneer, Assault Gun, Slgnal Artlllery,
Fusilier, and other units. -

1. :fcoNcms'IoNf (S'k"etch No. 7)

Operation VARSITY in. 1ts conceptlon and plannlng env1saged seizure of
,kev'terraln to disrupt the hostile defense, and- the rapid establishment of &
deep bridgehead by airborne troops with early link up by other river cr0531ng
forces. Plans for subsequent operations to exp101t the surprise and confusion
gained, were based upon flexible and aggressive command and early: relnforcementv
by supnortlng armor, antitank weapons, artillery, and additional - supplles and
service troops, oartlcularly englneers, over very lJmlted crossmng fa0111t1es.

The successful execution of the alrborne,and exploitatlon operatlons
in which XVIII Corps (Airborne) advanced a total- of forty-one (L1) miles and
captured eight thousand and nine (8,009) prisoners in six (6) days was made

‘possible not by the remarkable circumstance of having events develop according
“to, schedule, but rather by the thousands of individuals who through bold and
aggres51ve actlon, by tireless and 1nte111gent efforts caused those’ events to
.OCCU.I'. . R . . K ) .




Tt is believed that strateglc and tactlcal doctrlne governlng the em=

ployment of airborne. forces were served in VARSITY and that it mav well serve,

as a model for- future alrborne operatlons..' Y

S M B RIDGWAY,: Y.
Major General, U 42 8% Army, b
- Commandlng. : j et \"’

1 ANNEX: k EEUR ’;‘ B TR A :f”:'bl o T i .
Troop List as~of~2hOQ,f25‘March,l945gkﬂfﬁ ; s

' SKETCHES: o 5 |
No. 0. 1 t0. 7 Inclu51ve,'attached s R

DISTRIBVTION: T LT e

Twelfth Army Gp =~ . . T T
_Twentv;Flrst Army Gp“ Lo . N R
First U S Army. -
Second Brit Army

~ Ninth U.S. Army
FAAA
IX TAC
IX TCC TR L I
12th Brit Corps . .. C .
“XVI U.S. Corps - R
6th Brit Abn Div. -
17th U. S._Abn DlV
. 1st -Cdo Brlg ,‘mf
- bth Gds Armd Brlg




ANNEX 1 to accompany REPORT ON OPERATION VARSITY, Ha, xvni Cor ps (adr borne),
dated 25 Aprll 19&5.

’.’TROOP LIST AS OF 2400, 25 MARCH 1945

XVIII Corps (Airborne)
Hg & Hg Co, XVIII Corps (Alrborne)
" Hq & Hq Btry, XVIII Corps Artlllery (Airborne)
'5,th Sig Bn (Airborne) .
- One (1) Graves Registratlon Plat (Atchc‘)
224th Fd Coy :
508th Corps Fd Pk Cov RE (Atchd)
Hq 106th Br Coy RASC (Atchd) .
Tipoer Plat, 8th Corps Comp Coy RASC (less Det) (Atchd)
Ore (1) BD ‘Plat RE (Atehd)
16th Airfield Construction Gp (Atchd)
- 25th Mechanical Equipment Plat RE (Atchd)
8th Corps Tps RE (less Fd Pk Coy) (Atchd Approx D plus 2)
Det, Tipper Plat, 22d Coy RASC
Det Tipper Plat 8th Corps Comp COV'RASC (Atchd Approx D plus 2)
1626th FBE Plat '
8th AGRA )
25th Fd Regt -~ o g
61st Med Regt , ' -
53d Hy Regt _\
547th FA Bn (155mm Gun) (U.S,) (Atchd)
548th F4 Bn (155mm Gun) (U.S.) (Atchd)
: 54,9th FA Bn (155mm Gun) (U.S,) (Atchd)’
_9th AGRA: (In general support for counterbattery)
' 9th Med Regt . ‘
11th Med Regt
- '107th Med Regt
. 3d Super Hy Regt
. 3824 HAA Regt (less 2 Btys)
- éth Airborne Division
; ‘ Division Hgs
i : : Hq‘3d Para Bde
? : .~ 8th Pszra Bn
- '9th Para Bn
1st Cdn Para Bn
" Ha 5th Para Bde
.- 7th Para Bn
12th Para Bn
© . 13th Para Bn
Hgq 6th Airldg Bdé |
12th Devon .«
2d Oxf Bucks
-~ 1lst RUR
- -* 22d Indep Para Coy -
© ~ 6th Airborne Armd Recee Regt
“Ho RA
53d (WY) Airldg Lt Regt RA
2d Airldg A Tk Regt
2d FCU
Hg RE
3d-Para Sqn RE
© 591st Para Son RE »
2,9th Fd Coy RE (Airborne) . o :
' 286th FD Tk Coy’ (Alrborne) L L2
éth Alrborne Div Sigs:- o L 5




195th Airldg Fd Amb

Hq RASC '
398 Comp Coy (Alrborne Hy) RASC
63d Comp Coy (Airborne Hy) RASC
716th Comp Coy’ (Alrborne Lt) RASC

224th Para Fd Amb

225th Para Fd Amb

Hq RAOC -

6th Airborne D1v Ord Fd Pk
Hg REME

6th Airborne Div Wksps -

 6th Airborne Div Pro Coy

Div. Postal Unit .
317th FS Sec - -
Sqns Glider P Regt

One (1) Sgn LLtH'R- Tks (less 17 Pdr Tks) Equipped w1th D Tks (Atchd)
One (1) SP A4 Tk Bty (12 SP M-10 17 Pdrs) (Atchd)

6th Fd Regt RA (Atchd Approx D ‘plus 1)
52d° (L) Arty Gp

63d Med Regt

146th Med Regt-

'79th Fd Regt

| 80th Fd Regt

180th Fd Regt =~

1 Bty, 382d HAA Regt -

17th Airborne Division

Hg & Hq Co, 17th Abn Div
Sp Trs, 17th Abn Div

. MP Plat 17th Abn Div

17th Abn DlV Band

Ren Plat 17th Abn Div

717th Abn Ord Maint Co

L11th Abn QM Co : S
517th Abn Sig:Co . Coee
17th Prcht Maint Co

22Lth ‘Abn Med Co-

l39th Abn Engr Bn , v

155th- Abn. AA Bn. :

Hq & Hq Btry, 17th Abn Div Arty
LéLth Prcht FA Bn

-g hééth Preht FA Bn

“680th Gli FA Bn
~ 681st Gli FA Bn
507th Prcht Inf

© 513th Prcht Inf -

I94th Gli Inf

1st Commando Brigade - (Atchd)

771st Tank Bn (Atchd)

605th TD Bn (3" Towed with 55 DUKws) (Atchd)
692d FA Bn (25-Pdr) (Atchd) .

387th AAA AW Bn (Atchd) ‘

Co A, 3d Cml Bn (Mtz) (4.2 Mort) (Atchd)

~ One (1) AT Bty SP (17 Pdr) (Atchd) _
53d (W) Div Arty Gp (In Support from P Hour)

8lst Fd Regt *

83d Fd Regt

133d°Fd Regt =~
17th A Tk Regt

25th LAA Regt - -

77th Med Regt 8th AGRA
1 Bty 382d HAA Regt

6th Guards Armoned ‘Brigade

,
1



XVIIl CORPS (ABN)

SKETCH NO. 2

SITUATION AT CLOSE

| OF D-DAY 24 MAR 45
ﬁ TO ACGOMPANY REPORT ON....

AP

MAJOR COMMANDS:

20 BRITISH ARMY
LT GEN SIR MILES DEMPSEY-KCB DSO-MC

I2TH BRITISH GORP35:

“/)} v conms (ail GEN NEIL RITCHIE B
X S (ABN)
:-.;‘!V/;' Ringenberg MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY

N Hﬂ,&%—’ DEPUTY COMDR XVIIl CORPS (ABN)
L = ——MAJ GEN R N GALE- GOE- OBE:DSOMG
6TH ABN DIV (BR)

MAJ GEN E L BOLS:DSO

MAJ GEN W M MILEY
IST COMMANDO BRIGADE (BR}———
BRIGADIER DERCK MILLS-ROBERTS DSO-MC

MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY
- GOMMANDING -
e _—
5:,-::# Brinen

I7TTH ABN DIV

ELMS. OF

3F'un:| Bda

CONTACT 44 Bde
‘Q‘HEOD

®

BY 6 ABN DIV

scfi ¥

A =77 | 5I3 INF ATTACK \
AT || NIGHT OF 24 MARGH\

N\

CONTACT 44 Bda.

o~ AND I7 ABN-242155 . ¥
Diersfnrdf _ )’

e
Peddanhar ,__._.e—-""”"#
_ 4
i WESEL e
. 7}4{/’///’ - { / }II' — /— —

N A10% B<Cdo Bde |
¥ . 41000 7 I

DESTROYED S 4 = 2\ Krudenburg )

e N

/ Y
/

1
]

il

-
L.B/APRIL 1945/3060 E/283 YARDS 1000 800 a lnlm 2000 3000 4¢Inn YARDS
|

F T T f
METRES 1000 500 0 I 2 3 4 KILOMETRES




| REGRADLD LFCLASSIFIED

lmm SEC ARMLY &V 125 CL39y |

XVIlIl CORPS (ABN)

SKETCH NO. 3
SITUATION AT CLOSE

OF D+1 25 MAR 45
TO ACCOMPANY REPORT ON....

1

MA&JOR COMMANDS
2D BRITISH ARMY
LT GEN SIR MILES DEMPSEY KCB DSO MG
I2TH BRITISH CORPS
LT GEN NEIL RITCHIE-CB

gy

.‘T 5 Paro Bde

XVIll CORPS ([ABN)
W MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY
b DEPUTY COMDR XVIll CORPS (ABN) ——
R 12515 ——MAJ GEN R N GALE-GOE-OBE-DSO-MC
< i 6TH ABN DIV (BR)

MAJ GEN E L BOLS-DSO

ITTH ABN DIV

MAJ GEN W M MILEY
IST COMMANDO BRIGADE (BR)—————
EHIG.&DIEH’_ EI-_F_.'.HC.IH .MILLE- HGE_E_ET_E-DSE-MG
MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY
* COMMANDING:

72 Brii
7% Brunen

XXX
XVl

TR

Diersfordt
7

:
E

~ 7
- Peddenberg®} #,_f--*"’""'ff
= 2
—"' HH#__H____..--*P-“ )
' ////////./////////// /% Drevenack
F <
o
5
DESTROYED 40 2/ Krudenb
// \ iz BB RIvy Ep //' =) ru en ”Wﬂh
/ . Hiinxe
/ /f/ % Biichholt &

LS/APRIL 1945/3080 E/263 4000 YARDS
|

1
3 4 KILOMETRES



G

ASSAULT CROSSING OF THE RHINE
BY BRITISH SECOND ARMY, SUPPORTED

BY U S XVIII CORPS AIRBORNE
23 - 30 MAR 1945

Goasfeld MUNSTER ©

!
|

Bocholt
O

QxBorken Dulme bl

I7TH (ABN) DIV _SEIZED AND HELD
BRIDGEHEAD THRU WHICH NINTH
ARMY EXPLOITED AND ENCIRCLED

6TH ABN DIV PASSED RUHR POCKET FROM NORTH

TO 8TH CORPS (BR)
- 282400 MAR

embeck -

XVill CORPS (ABN)

SKETCH NO.7
TO ACCOMPANY REPORT ON.

Pt
MAJOR COMMANDS:
2ND BRITISH ARMY
LT G SIR MILES DEMPSEY'KCB-DSO-MC

H ’ ‘ ' . [ o '
j 3’ QREA D H OF (LIEEE K. IST ALLIED AIRBORNE ARMY
ASSAULT - W“ INE SEIZED ARMD BDE (REINF) —LT GEN LEWIS H BRERETON
240200 i pPE \v\%—?mng D+3 0630 28 MAR I2TH BRITISH CORPS

Yiin®,
LA

—— LT GEN NEIL RITCHIE:- CB
AREA SEIZED D-DAY'\',| |NE SEIZED
I D el 24 MAR BY ABN TRS | 5g'\aR D42 XVIll CORPS MEM’EJ p————————
OB ERVE LiNe sEizeo DEPUTY COMDR XVIlI CORPS (ABN)—
UNTIL 28 MAR) e MAJ GEN R N GALE - DSO-OBE-MGC —
6TH ABN DIV (BR)
XVill CORPS ENGR BRIDGED BY XVIil MAJ GEN E L BOLS-DSO
CLEARED ROUTES THRU CORPS ENGR ITTH AIRBORNE DIV
MAJ GEN W M MILEY
6TH GUARDS ARMD BDE (BR)
Lgr?ll‘zr:lsnr:l 6TH ABNDIV ————— mmm — BRIGADIER WD GC GREEN?OR:F-HUD——
— ; |ST COMMANDO BRIGADE (BR) —m
::FF?ISGI-? HE‘I!:ITEDQB:FI:II:EDE— — 10 PAE LR 10 BRIGADIER DERCK MILLS-ROBERTS'DSO-MC
513 PRGHT INF ATGHD & & —— — _— -
E——— 10 0 10 MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY-COMMANDING
Et:_—_l-:—_-:-ilrf_:r- = - —_— _1 e = >ry q2————————
Kilometres

SEORET

1.5 /APRIL 1945/3060E /263

— —_——— B —



Pt

SITUAT I ON g}%i MAR
AND D+5 29

XVill CORPS (ABN) Stadtlohn

MAJOR COMMANDS:
2D BRITISH ARMY
LT GEN SIR MILES DEMPSEY - KCB - DSO-MC
2TH BRITISH CORPS 7 MMGCOESFELD
LT GEN NEIL RITGHIE -GB

XVIlIl CORPS (ABN)
MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY
DEPUTY COMDR XVIII CORPS (ABN)
——MAJ GEN R N GALE - GOE-OBE -DSO-MC 1
6TH ABN DIV (BR)

MAJ GEN E L BOLS -DSO

Nottuln

ITTH ABN DIV

MAJ GEN W M MILEY

6TH GUARDS ARMD BRIGADE (BR)
BRIGADIER W D C GREENACRE MVO

IST COMMANDO BRIGADE (BR)

BRIGADIER DERCK MILLS -ROBERTS -DSG-MC

MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY
"COMMANDING -

Buldern
194
29 MAR
DU‘mB’n IST & 3D BNS 194TH INF
CLOSED 29 MAR
[ cnm—]
29 MAR /
6 ABN DIV PASSED
7O 8TH BRITISH GORPS SO7 RCN \7
282400
ATTACK NIGHT
-29 MA
£
-
3o embeck .\ v s
©er) PARA . o OO % %5{) I7 TH ABN DIV
/" [28MAR & 28 MAR SEIZED AND HELD

%+ 3 BN 507 MTZ A N / BRIDGEHEAD THRU
* 32;;“ 290215 :rchH NINTH (U.S.)
194 TO WALIED " RMY EXPLOITED

17 5 AND ENGIRCLED
bl 0 RUHR POCKET
. FROM NORTH
2
XXX \7
X VI QSO A
—~ \7
\Cde Bde /orened 281700 : YK 4
|L|5 Schermbec & Gas| Arm
1]]
RELEASED TO-8TH S
(BR)CORPS 281400 e ¢
v P e m&';‘\_
Y WESEL x"'fb / c A ~NTRS B
A SCALE 1:100,000
L

1.5 /APRIL 1945/3060E /263



| ORDIR it

e

XVIill. CORPS (ABN)
~ SKETGH NO. B

SITUATION D+3 27 MAR 45
TO ACCOMPANY REPORT ON ...........

Operating, ..

1)
MAJOR COMMANDS
20 BRITISH ARMY ——— =
LT GEN SIR MILES DEMPSEY - KCB-DSO-MC
[2TH BRITISH CORPS
LT GEN NEIL RITCHIE-CB
XVill CORPS (ABN)-
MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY
DEPUTY COMDR XVill CORPS (ABN) ——
——MAJ GEN R N GALE'GOE'OBE-DSO'MC
ETH ABN DIV (BR)
MAJ GEN E L BOLS DSO
ITTH ABN DIV

MaJ GENW M MILEY
IST COMMANDO BRIGADE (BR)—————
BRIGADIER DERCK MILLS ROBERTS-DSC-MG
6TH GUARDS ARMD BRIGADE ——
BRIGADIER W D C GREENACRE M VO

[MAJ GEN _M.B. RIDGWAY
COMMANDING

o P

S
Py
TR Erle
y A P 7 CalE w.G\"-/T_' .
/// z-. f;';/ /;// ; S\EIED /'////'
\ g I‘ ] ]-’. /-'//'/ ’. # o //:/ .-"rl <
0 5 PARA\BDE ./ J,ff
iy ’;a”/ L
o /
i
- .-/
Briunen ~
.\ I LS para
5 3D PARA BDE (BR) RELIEVED 3 BoE < / \
[ o—a-NA 5I3TH PRCHT INF ON THIS g 'E) =—EFFECTIVE 28 MARCH Y
™ a1’

/
| # o+ &

I%SAL 19 — \
ﬁ% ._

513} 6 TH
a S |¥1¥H_\_..-—";_ I N\ "iz,;/'/’. o 7o 0 CONT e
~ -9{? | E] ; 7 i ;’// /f_f_:’ ._f/;//j\%i:?hﬂz;g;ﬂhﬂﬂﬂ
< //.":/'f_-'f/J ..'/_,./ : - j./’/-’f 4
i Schermbeck .
N % / 4
U 2 l94 j ,-'f
npiugg KETIEGG E
N
XVIIT <
. S L 6uARDS
\ z .
17 7 /
/L 1) 7 2 50507 D gl
31cd ) _ ey :
111 \ V E R #7GUARDS ARMD BDE - 513 INF ATCHD
—|6TH GDS AMD BDE (BR) Q';'k , PREPARED TO PASS THROUGH :
Pyddenberg ./' 507 TH pg%:g;gz T0 MOVE on EZ
~— Drevenack _ Gahlen v
CORPS Ve {6“5‘
rWE S B L RESERVE €
% % Bd o P oL+
/ - *~ ﬁ—gk‘t ;
W 7
| _ rudenberg _~
7 el —_
& o
;EQ‘_ i:::::—-:—---" ™1 Hiinxe
I.5/APRIL 1945/3060 E/263 YARDS 1000 500 o 1000 200¢ 3000
METRES 1060 ' 500 | & T Tl T = ““‘:" ijmm-:*rnzs




| ORUGR SEC ARMY 61 15 1Ly OF 394

XVIIl CORPS (ABN)
SKETGCGH NO. 4

SITUATION AT CLOSE

OF D+2 26 MAR 45
TO ACCOMPANY REPORT ON....

T yeAaLWr; '-.5.

MAJOR G
2D BRITISH ARMY
LT GEN SIR MILES DEMPSEY'KCB-DSO'MC
|2TH BRITISH GORPS:
LT GEN NEIL RITCHIE-CB
XVill CORPS (ABN)
MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY
DEPUTY COMDR XVIII CORPS (ABN)———
T TMAJ GEN R N GALE- GOE- OBE-DSOMC
6TH ABN DIV (BR)
MAJ GEMN E L BOLSDSO

|2TH CORPSIBR) TO RELIEVE
ELMS OF 6TH ABN DIV (BR)
IN THIS AREA BY 270200 MARCH

-0
5
MAJ GEN W M MILEY - §ls -%‘ % X > ot

ITTH ABN DIV

IST COMMANDO BRIGADE (BR}———
BRIGADIER DERCK MILLS-ROBERTS DSO-MC

S 6(BR)
MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY

L] |
- GCOMMANDING - Hummlnkeln 5/13TH PRCHT INF
— RELIEVED BY 3D PARA BDE
L ' % ON THIS LINE 26-27 MARGH
o

o EB“‘-‘\:“‘%
XV CORPS '
— RESERVE 17
/— EFFEGTIVE 270200 MARCH
Diersfojdt v
/ J PARIS ETGEU
| l""""

L
\CA
\%,

— ._-;;::-‘37:'1:::
g L z %f
RIMETYZ /
LA w/
rudenburg
—— W""
Hinxe

L5/APRIL 1945/3060 E/263
YARDS 1000 500 o 1000 2000 3000 4000 YARDS
.I.r_l.
METRES 1000 5 0 i 2 3 4 KILOMETRES




