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v « o 33 Days of action without relief, without replacements.
_Bvery mission a2complished. No ground gained ever relinquished.
(Report of Major General RIDGWAY.) -
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COMDAT EFFIGIENCY: Excellent, short 60% Infantry, 90% Artillery.
(From G~3 report as of 062400 June 1944,)
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SECTION 1 — PREFACE

The 824 Alrborne Division arrivel in the Furopean Theater of Operations on
9 December, 1943, bronzed hy the summer sung of NORTH AFRICA and SICILY erd
bled and battle-tested in enmpaigns in SICILY ard the IMALILN mainlande One
Jisgimental Combab Tean, %he 5C4th, had bsen leit behind when thc Tivision sailed
from ¥iPLES, ITALY, on 19 November, 1943,

The 504th Regimental Combat Team, (consisting of the 504%th Parachute In-
fantry. the I76ih Pa;ra;khu‘ e Field Artillery Babttalion, and Toupany 3, 307th Air-
borne Enginecr Battalicn) was detached from the Division and was 11,gwn. ng in
the momntaing north of the VOLTURU(Q River when the 82d& salled Ironm WiPLES,

Later it was‘&to spend rmore thaa £0 days of gruelling warfarc on the famous ANZIO
Deachhead before rejoining the Division in May in IGLAVD.

The Division disembarked at BEL¥.iST, NORTH IRELAND, and occupied an area
northwest of that ¢ity. Division Headquarters was established at CASTLE DAWSON,
which was approximately thirty miles from BELFAST, The Division was attached
to XV Ccrps.

A shorta{,e of adequate training facilities, the short days and long nights,
and no facilities at all for airborne mancuvers, handicspped training, The need
for such facilities and training became increasingly important with the attach-
ment to the Nivision on 14 January. 1944, of the 2d Airborne Brigade; which in~
cluded the Brigade Headquar’tero and Headquarters Company and the 507th and E08th
Parachuts Infantry Regiments, and prc;_para* ons were made for the 82d fto move to
the NOTTITGHEAM ~ LELCESTIR - MARKET HARDORO area in the English Midiands, 3rig. .
Gen, MsXWELL B, TAYLOR, Division Al'trll.l. ery (ommander, rejoined the Division
gfver duty with tihe North African Theater of Operatiorns.

The move to the midlands was nade in mid-February, 1944, and an intensive
progran of airborne and cther types of training was begun, A parachute school
“was opened to train reinforcements, and a series of parachute problems was map—
ped ous to Degin with baitalion dfops and to culminate with a drop of three re—
giments, Glider personnel trained with the British Horsa gliders as well as.
with the CG~4A (Waco) gliders, took training rides of more than two hours dura~
tione

Division Headquarters was established in a hutted camp in Braunstone Park,
LEICESIER, The telephonc code names of ¥Leader" and "Keystone", employed by
the Division in NOLTH AFRICA, SLCILY, and (TALY, were droopped and the Division
became known as "G-.wnplon‘” The 486 vh Parachute M 0-‘.0_ Lrtillory Bavt ﬂ.l:?cn,
which had seen much of its personnel detached and left fn TTATY, was roorganizeds
The 24 Battalion, 401lst G~4.<1er Infantry, 10ist .AL-b"'n" Divs ;\,"1, wes attached
to the 2325th Clider Infarinys; This move gave tho 3205th a votal of uhree babbta-
lions. 3Brigadicr General TAYLOR left the Division to become Cozmanding Goneral
of the 101st Airborne Division. The D1v131on was sstached ’m VITI dervse

Meanwhile, prepara%ions were being made for the Divisionis partici pation in
the invasion of the NOR{AIDY, FRANCE, Peningula by Allicd forces in "Opemation
NEPTUNIM . Brigadier Gennral JAMES M, GAVIVN, the asslsh :n“', ivision Commander,
had preceded the Division on ite nmove from TTALY anl ha boon a menher of the
airborne planning sta’f eghablished by the gilies in ;T.-f; v e Division Shaff
began prelininavy planning work in Jonuary and starsed norv ive planning in Febe
ruary when the Divieion &itvation Roor was cpened ab ip ra L8 enss - The Divie
sion Commandcr. M’a‘.,o-ﬂ General MATTEBRW B. RTIGWAY, was the j ,znnr1 can fiv-
borne representative on an inicr-Allied airborne planning

"eDay", the day by which all plans were to be cOmrleted, had been set by
Supreme Headquarters, £llied Expeditionary Torces as 1 June, Regimental staffs
were "briefed® cn y-60 and haticlicn ktuffs on y-&& in wceurdanca with instruc—
tions received from the Fircst Tnited ¢ \teﬂ A:my and VII Corps to which the Divi-
sion whould be attached wpon landing., )
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. SEOTION II - NABRATIVB

, Dy 26 May 1944 all plans and preparations were completed for the Division
to carry out the mission assigned it by First United States Army. ‘Fleld and
adninistrative orders had been published and distridbuted,  In a series of mup
naneuvers on a speci.al 1/5,000 map regimental and battalion commanders. had cut-
lined their plans in order that all commanders nmight be briefed thoroughly ovi
the prospective Division opemtions. Div:ts:.onal seaborne echelons already el
departed for the r.arshalling yards and were assembled in camps scattered zlovg

the Welsh a.nd. southern .:«lnglish co'msts. 'I‘hei Division n‘lssion was- to ba as fol:s

lows:

cb

e

' MLand by parachute and A{,lider ‘befc.re and after dawn of

D-Day west of ST. SAUVEUR LE VICOMTE: seize, clear and
secure the general area ST, JACQUES DE NEHOU (136985) =
DESNEVILLE (137928) . (both inclusive) ~ ST.. SAUVEUR LE y

VICOMTE (exclusive) ~ BLANDAMOUR (167982) (Incluswe).

end reorgenize; selze and destroy the crossings of the
PRAIRIES MARECAGHUSES north of LA SANGSURIERE (188898) ’

at ST, SAUVEUR DE PIERBE PONT (145890) destroy the ‘
crossings of the OLIONOI\TDE River in the vicinity of STe

10 D'OURVILLE (090894) and block crossroads vicinity LE
CHEMIN (102902); prevent enemy forces moving north between
ST, I0 D‘OU’WILL'EJ and Junétion of DOUVE River with PRAIRIE

| MARECAGEUSES (220921); and protect the south flank of VI -
‘ Gorps north of the sare line," : BT

The. missﬁon. howover, was changed by the I’lrst ,Army COmnander on 26 Na,r
due to confirmed intelligence rep@rts the cneny had ‘strengthened his forzes on
the COTENIN, (GI-IEEBOU‘QG) Peninsula with the a.de.t:Lon of the 91st Infantry Divie
sion in the general nrea of ST, SAUVEUR LE VIUOI«’TE. The revisedL misszon ci the
824 Airborne Div:.s:Lon was to bes . S E

#Land by parachute and glider before and after dawn of
D~Day -astride the MERDERET River, seize, ¢lear and. secure
the ‘general arca: (R (261938) ~ CR (265958) ~ CR (269975)

 ~ R (274982) ~ BJ (283992) - Dridge (408967) -HNEUVILLE

AU PLAIN (340985) ~ DANDIENVILLE (36098’7) within its zonei
capture ST, MERE EGLIST (349965); seize and sacure the :
crossings of the MERDERET River at (315957) and (321930),
and-a bridgehead covering then, with MILR along the general

“lines. (R (261938) - CR- (265958) - CR (269975) ~ RJ (274982)

~ RJ (283992); seize and destroy the crossings of the DOUVE

"River at DEUZEVIILE LA SASTILLE (309911) and ETIENVIILI
. §also known as PONT L'ABBE) (269927); protect the northwest

flank:of VII. Corps within the Bivision Zone: and be prepared

 to advance west on Corps ordér to the line of the DOUVE
north of its junction with the PRAIRIES MARECAGEUSES."
New or&crs and other adninistrative details nade necessary by the new ale-—

sion were workecd out quickly and disseminated within four days. Tho clun se 1.4
not effect the basic. plm for movenent in three echelons whlch had Vveen wirkid
out as follows: :

Eorce "A"f - commanded by Brigmdier General JAMES M. CGAVIY. -":-)L Sl
Division Commander, to be committed by parachute oefo:e Grwn D -
Do.y and. to include :

-~ Det Hq & Hq Co, 82d Abn Div. . L
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Pathfinders 9
Det Hg 824 Div Arty 2
Dot 824 Abn Sig Co = ‘ ' 3
Det 456 Prcht FA 3n: (atehé 505 Prcht Inf)
4ir Bupport Party (atchd. Hq 82d A'bn Div)
505 Preht Inf _ 117
507 Preht Inf SRR , 117
508 Prcht: Inf : B 117
Co By 307 Atn Engr Ba - 9
Naval Shore Fire control Party (atchd . o
505 Prcht Inf) , RS
A mom, ,378

: Force "BF . Gommanded by Ma.jor Gener'al MATTHEW R BIDGWAY.
Division Comnander, to be conni tted by glider Defore and.
after dawn of D—Day and to 1nclude. ; - v

Q;’_ ;derg_' -
_Hq&Hqco82Abn DLv (--) '
Hq & Hg 3try,. 824 Abn Div A:rty (-)
824 gbn sig Co (=) ~
325 GLi Inf T D S
39 @i FADn - PR ;1 .
320 @i FA Bn e

Dtrys 45 B & Gy 80 Abn AA 3!1 (AT)
'@A,EO?Abnhg!'m o
207 Lo Med o (=)

824 Abn 2cn Plat (=)
4ir Support Party ', S L
conmand vehicles - Prcht Regts R

. N A
e .

I‘orce vﬂcﬂ - Oommanded by Brigadier General Gm'lGE P. mWELL. COmmand,-
ing General of 24 Aj.rborne Infantry Brigade,. 1o Ye comnitted 'by sea.
" to land. between D plus 2 a.nd I) plus 7 and to inciude. :

: i

3»456 A n (=) 87 Armd m Bn,. atchd .

80 Abn 44 Bn (=) .. - © 899. TD Bn, atchd .

307 Abn Engr 3n (=) . Tr B4 Cav Sqdn, atchd
782 sbn Ord Maint Co - .Co. C, 746 Tk 3n (M), atphd.
407 Km QM Co. - .. 3009 QM-Trk Co, atchd

82 Abn MP Plat S . ..3810. o Trk Oo. atchd

orps Hod Deks: - .. - o dst Tlat, 603 Qf (na) oo, atehd
' : Seaborne elements of umts 1n Forces o

. "'A" and LU ’~::3

 Under the plan Force "'A" :ln its entirety was to approach the CIEEE?BOURG
(COTENTIN) Peninsula from the west and to drop between 0100 and 0315 hours on
the night of D-1/D-Day on three drop zones. The 505th Parachute Infantry
Reglment and it attachnments were to land east of ‘the MERDERET River about
1,000 ya.rds northwest of STE, MEBE BGLIS® (3397). The '507th Parachute Infantry
Raginent was to land west of the MERDERET River about 1,000 yards north of
AMFREVILLE (3098). The 508th Parachute Infantry Reginent and Force "A" Hoad-
quarters were to land west of the MERDERE‘JJ River a'bout 1, 000 yards north of
PICAUVILLE (2995). SRS il Ed e | |

l‘ifty-two gliders of I‘orce "B" were to approach the GHER'BOURG Peninsula
from the west prior-to HeHour and 1and on ‘the 505th drop zone. The remainder
of Force "3" was to approach the peninsmla fron ‘the cast and was %o land late

._,,- 3’-
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or. D=Day and early on D plus one on landing zones astride the STE, MERE BGLISE
~ BLOSVILLE Road (3694). In a last—-mnute cha.nge of plan General RIDGEH BYAY
parachuted with Force "A" :
Aerial resupply pissions were scheduled automatically for the morning of
D plus one and on call thereafter if neededs The automatic mission was the
nly narachu‘e nigsion Wltinately flown but a small amount of eguipnent and
su.ppllc were re,cuved. later by glider.

All alrborne el cments of the D1v1sion had - c..osed. and wemn sealed in spec-
ial camps at the tcke-off fi elc_a. by 24 hours befnre the s.,nohﬂ ed. b L’c—oﬂ
times Parachute elenents were located at seven. airfields in the (Ral"THIM
mT ESMORE — LAKGAR area of the Br 1’0:Lsh Midlands, and glider n.,.eﬂe:.n,, were at
seven ﬂsl"*fleld.s in the ALDITRMASTON ~ RmISSUP.Y - ui"‘RR"’“’“T.D area. See Annex
lo. 3 A

All nen were briefed thomoughly on their missions, a recheck was nade of
all ecquipment and personnel, -and planes and glidersowere 1 loaded with equipment.
The Allied D-Day was postponed 24 hours because of weather conditions, and the
first planes of Force "4 took off at 052515 June 1944,

. The nmain flight was preceded vy “the th_ree p egimental pathfinder teams
which dror*vecl one-half hour prior to .the first geroup. The patbfinders sustaine—
od nany cnsuvlties and had difficulty in usinglights, but they acoorpll shed
their rission and set up beacons to gu.ide the #ncoming wianes to the bhvee
desmg:aatea drop zones. . - §

S
TR

Al . N ) .

The flight over the Enbl1 sh cha.«mel was in good formation and withoubt in-
cidert, but vetween the west coast ond the dropR zones a heavy fog bark tended
to break up the forrzamoa of the plancse Flak ‘and sotie eneny right fighters
activity coused gome oi the troop carrier plangs fo take up evasive wchlon,
and by the time the dvop zores were reached nany nlanes were scabiered. rad
were flying at excessive speed.s ncl at alti tudes hloher than 'bl"Oue ,.(‘c.u for
Jumpings --

The 505th Parachute Infa ntrv* Regiment landed bencrqllv in the viciaity of
its drop rmone. .The 507th Parachute Infantry wns acatt v@. one elencnt dropp-
ing in the vicinivr o* Mri TEDOULG, ancthor south of CARIFTAN and the remsinder
astride she MERDIRTDT Rivor eash of the drop zone, Tihe &08th Poaracivke Infantg
Regiment wes 1ilsewise scattered widely, the bulk of its l,curxvm.ui sts dropping

east of the Drop Zone and some personncl. landing as u\r away as nine kilometers
gsouth of CHIR OURG.

ticlreraft Bat-
C_ Division
0 landing

Head.quarto*'s g‘roup; fo.Llowed the mnain body of oca‘ar,zc'ocﬂc*'K £ e
at 0404 hours. The.gliders also .encountered fog and flak. Tacy v
scattered, and many of them were damag sed upon cr wSill”).b 1nto the small f.wl.nle
and high hedg erows.

Eneny reactlon to the landing of the SBd&roor*me Divigion in the WCRMAND S
area was proapt and severe, but from the tlme%be first medber landed uniil 23
days later, when the Division was finally rel sved, every fission was aco .1p~
lished and.no ground. @mcd was eve1 rcllnqméé ed.

day~by—~day account of the :D1v1sﬁon's activities follows:

D-D&Y, 6 IUVE 1944—_( Ses snnekes ;5__0’_3_,1&& 6)

The first element of the main Doly of the I):v: sion dt’*‘i’l’)ed ot C15L hours,
havz.ng, been preceded 30 minutes by the Pafhflnier teans. - 3y 0312 Louw s 1L
paratroopers had laszded, and at 0404 hours the first of 52 giidcrs 1w -
itial glider serial crash landed, 3oth parachutlsts and’ gliaers wor:
g - e i

\d
[ R

Saall gi‘oups and some u.riit's attacked to g,eicurg the Bivision zone. Groups
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end of I, FIERE Bridge and contact was made with elements of the 505th Parachute
Infantry on the eastern end at 1430 hours. The enemy recaptured FLAUX and drove
this patrol from the westernm end of the LA FIZRE Bridge. 4nother force of the
regiment joined with Force "A" Headquarters and at 1130 attacked to secure the
CHEF DU POYT Sridge (321930), meeting extremely severe resistance, The eastern
end of the bridse was finally secured by nightfall., Leaving one company to hold
the bridge, the remainder of this second force moved to an assembly area at 1715
hours in the vieinity of the railroad overpass at 323960. Still another group,
‘led by the regimental cormander, landed on or neer the scheduled drop zone but
had no contact with other elements of the Division: during the day.

508th Parachute Infantry Regziment

The 3d Battalion jumped at 0208 hours and the entire regiment was on the
ground by 0220 hours, JFour separate groups were assembled, One group was in the
vicinity of LA FIERE, fought along the railway and attacked the La FIERE Bridge.
This grouwp was later relieved by the lst Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry
and moved to an assembly area in the vicinity of the railroad overpass (323960)
to orzanize a defensive position. Two other groups joined forces west of the
MERDERET River in the vicinity of PICAUVILLE after taking part in heavy fight—
ing avound GUETTEVILLE (300948). and.north of PICAUVILLE. An officer of this
group shot and killed the comm.nd.in{«> zeneral of the German 91st Divisione The

combined group then seized the high g;round west of the MERDZRET.River south of
@UBTTEVIILE at 310940 during the night of June 6-7., A fourth group dropped in
the vicinity of STE. MIRE EGLISE, fought with the 507th Parachute Infantry to
takze the CHEF DU PONT 3r1d{re (321930) and later organized a defensive position
covering this bridge.

325th glaer Infagtry Regiment,

" Company ¥, 3d Battalion, supporting Company €, 746th Tank Battalion, landed
on Utah Red Deach at 1400, de-waterproofed vehicles and moved inland at 1600 to
make contact with the Division. Heavy artillery, mortar and small arms fire held
up this task foree at crossroads 363933, Two tenks were knocked oute The remain-
der of the regiment prepared to take off frem airports in B}np-land.

824 Anrborne Dlvision Artillery

Parachute elements jumped at 0210 hours, Jjoined a group from the 508th Para—
chute Infanitry and assisted 'in the attack on the LA FIZRE Bridge. At 1330 hours
this element joined the glider element at the Division CP at 532965. Glider
elements landed at 050N hours and moved directly to the Division CP. At 2305
hours Headquarters and Headquarters 3attery of Division igrtillery, the 319th
Glider Field Artillery: Battalion and the 320th Glider Field Artillery Battalion
glided into NORMANDY and encountered severe enemy small arms and mortar fire.
Reorgonization cormenced immediately but wéms handicapped by intense enemy fire.
The section of the 456th Parachute Field Artillery 3attalion attached to 505th
Parachute Infantry jumped with the 3d Battalion, but was able to assemble onlyone
on of the two 75mm pack kowitzers which had been dropped.

80th sirborne intiaircraft Dattalion (AT

Dotteries A and 3 landed by glider at 0405 hours. Six 57mm antitank guns
had been recovered and were in postion by 1730 hours. Dattery € glided into the
area at 2100 hours and began assembly and reopganization. The remainder of the
Sattalion salled from BRISTOL, ZEIGLAITD, a2t 0645 hours.

307th :ﬁr‘oorne Fnoineer Battalion

Gompasny 3 (loss one platoon attached to the 505th Parachute Infantry)

e e e wTe e G w2
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,jumped witk the 508’m Parachute Infantry a‘b 0210 hours., Some Engineer personnel
took up defensive positions ab L4 FIZRE Inrsapport of one group of. the 508th, and
other perssinel Jomed the 508th group west of the MERDIRET Ri ver, . One, Tigtick",
which inciuded the Battalimn Commander, was dropped over ST. SAUVIIR LE VICOMIT.&.,
and only a few.escaped, Part of :Ieauquprte s ond Company A Landed by glider at
2300 hours and started to. assenble under heavy eneny avtiilery and small arme
fire, -The. renund.ez of the: battali on prenared to take off from azmor’rs in
LNGLAND. N EEEED R b - '

.,,‘».

30'7th Airborne Medlcal Gompany

- . e . : N B
Elements of the oormany 1anded Dy *:lid.er about 2100 and immediately began
agsenbly, recoverlngr by use of life ‘rafts much equivment. from gliders that hbd
landed in she xll W water near the. ormks of the MHIRDERIT xz-ver.. A clearmb statian
was seb up at a crosc:rwmd north o I-OSVILLJ«.-

32@ ,a,_irbome stgmgl 00:;___;,_{ : , _ J . C

. P'u'achute fmd gglider elemonb.s of the compan*f wﬂch landea ")I.lOI‘ to HE-Hour
 were’scattered ond assembled with- d,li‘llculty.' fuch equipment was lost. Only
one of the three SCR 193 radios. lended during D-Day was- operative, and it was not
until the night of June 6-«7 that radio contact was estgfollshed w:Lth the 4‘0& Infar
try Div1s10n and with-the Diws:Lon base. in, BI\GL;QTD, S R ,

D L uS 1, .7 JUIE 1844

The Dlvz.sion contmued. to assemble, rcorganize, and securc its :-w:c‘eu against
extz‘emely govere eneny: resistance which includod armor. , Eneny troons, identified
as the 9lst Infantry Division, were held a.‘i.onh $he MIRDE ‘?3'“ River to the west
and were drivem. back to the morth and nor’cbwcst, Gontact was establisaed wa.th
the 4th Iafmﬂﬁr,,r Division during the day, and. tneeVII Gcfrm Conmrwmaer v;,s.‘.ted
the D;L'flsion Conmand. Post late in the daye The 325th Glider Inmnvrv arrived -
by glider during the rornirgs Additional personnel which had heen scabtered in
’the orirlnal 1andlnt,s cnntmued to report back to their units., S

Dur:mg the ai'ternoon garbled radio messages slened "CD 507” were received.
ot tne Iivision Cotmand Post,:and it vas finally determined that they oribinated
with ‘hhe —ie"ll’:‘e’ltul Commander 'wbo. wasg isolq‘ted with a Trw:o of abc u‘c 500 men
west of" ME‘RJIL_&J. : oo - b e

’3201:13 Glidcr Infmtry Repiment e . «;.f. s . -

e

'l’“e firs t f’lider olements began landing; at 0700 hours q’bout 2. 500 ,/ards
southe 286 of ST, MIRD EGLISY, Theres were many. cnash landings, and caou wltles
totalled LL_@DI'OXlI'""tely 7.5 per cent. . Assembly wae rapid, however, and by 1015
hours all battalions were reported.. .The &d Battalion moved out toward CARQUEIUT
ab 1415 hours end reached LE PORT (330918) wlt‘.ouu e:rzcound;ﬁr:v.nh opposi‘olcn. The
renainder of the regiment proceeded to, move into an assembly.area nortneast of
CHEF DU POPI it 1600 hours tha 24 Battalion was ordered to. move into an assem—
bly ercs east of Li FIERE in’ the vicinity of 325962 and later was abtached to the
"505th Pwrachute Infaentry at 2100 hours. The 1lst and 34 Brxﬂ'calions were ordered
to move into snd to oubpost the regimental assembly area.. Compgny & 3d Battar
lion: in supyort of Company -Cy ‘7161111 Tank: Rattolion, end the lst Flatbon, abttack
 towards S$TH, MERE SGLISE- from the west at 0630 hours and made contac’c with glider
borne elements o of the 325th by 0900, The 325th's re; rimental strergth at the clos
of the day was approx:,mately 85 per cent. N

RN

S

,bOSth Pg,racnute Ini’mtry ;;egluent

Tz e &d _-mcl od. 3attqlions contlnued. to holrl $TE. IEEZE L‘C-LISE against severe
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attaeks fm»am the north and south. The 24 Babttalion patrols contuced elements

of the 8th Igfantry Rs-i.ent of tha 4th Iaf.otry Division at STE. MARTINE
(384973) at . 00 hours and attacked nowih to clrar the outskirts of STE: MERE
BGLIST., Tuc 1lst Battulion witi stood ssveral counberatbacks an® puchzd the enomy
back-tc the eastern bank of the ME RD;RZT PJch in the vicinity of the LA FITRE
Bridre, They were supported late “in the uay by onec platoon of tanks from Company
C, 746%i Tank Butiulion., A%t the close of the period of 24 and 3d Battalions
prepared to attack north toward NEUVILLE AU PLAYY in conjunciion with the 4th
Infantry Divicion's &rive on the right. Tie 24 Battzlion, 325th Glider Infua Ty
‘was attached at 2100 o sssist in this sbtack, ot

-~

_507th Puracdutu qu_ntLy R‘ Jsont

The .e,im nt moved into an area west of ST, MIRE ZOLYSI in the vieinity of
335960, rested and reorranized. &t 1600 hours the regiment moved into positions
south ot the La FIERT - STE, MERT TOLISE Roud w.st of the railroad to sssist’ the '
1st Buttalion, G0LthL P.rachute Luluitry, afainst a threatened countcrattack at:
the LA FIERD Bridge:. A% 1900 hours the 507th, at anpraxinately 25 per cent
strength, successfully pushed the snemy Lack to *he wost bank of the MERD.:ET
Rive. in its sector, .

506th Purachute Infuntry Ro.iment |

~+ Onz esreup near the railroad ove rpdbs (s22960) UOV“@ into positions in the:
vieinity of the road junction 334977 to protect the Divisi...'s sorth flank
against enomy penetration. Thio .roup was in position by 0630 hours, but 1t

1ater moved to join another group of the regiment 1n pOQitLon de fendlﬁv the . CHEF -~

DU PONT Brid.e, It «.pped up numerous enemy strons p01nts surrounding CHEF DU .
IONT ané established pﬂtrol contact with clexents of tho rogiment west of the
[TRDTRET River on the ik _round in the vicinity of 310940, Tho =roup ou tho
hl ;L groudd, . now rocovnized as the 2d Buttalion, had completed organizztion of
its position by 13C0 hours, wiping out a number of cnemy morter and artillery
positions, 4 road block was set up on the wastern upprouches to the CHER DU
PONT Brid,e¢ ond contact was establisted with forces in. CHEF DU FONT. Regimental
stren_th at th. close of the day was avnroxlmatﬂ]y 25 per Chnt.' £

&Bn Awruuruu Division A LiLL*rf

Various proupb of the artillery were 1nvolv0d in indiv1dual sklrmlah’s with-
the enemy as they found their way back to their perent units, The 0l9%L Olidcr
Fiecld irtiliepy Bultelion -assombled east of S'E, MERE EGLISE in the viecinity of
&71974 with sl% 75mm pack howitzers. The ”’uth Glider Field Artillery Buitalion

was placed inm.direct support.of the 505th Parachute Infantry. Aftcr sslvaging
two 105mm M3% howitzers and takins over the 75mm pack howitzer of the 456th Para-
chute Field Axtiller, Battalion detachment with the 505th, the 220th went into
sition 400 yurds wost ofi STE, MERZ EGLISE, The first round was fired at 0911
hours. Ths g seaborn: vchclon of" the 456th Parachutf Figld hrtillpry Battalion
arrived off Utah Buuch but did not land. : .

80th Airbbrne'Antiaircraft’B»ttalion

uatteries Ly By, wud C cont1nu<d 50 rborggn*vc aDd by 1800 hours -8ix 57mm
antitank guns of. Battery C aka threc juns each Lrom L-utvgipb A and B-wers in
position covering the two bridges over the MERDERET hxvur.\ Tho remainder of
the Battalion ,wmain,a on board sbipo prﬁpuring to disémbark on Utah Beach.

B07¢h Airiorse Boviiwer Bribul ion " o .

ot

The rﬂmbindoL, of eompany A lguafdfb glider: at 0700 houro dnd mOth to 301n
the 325th Infantry in the vieinity of CHEE.DU PONT ot 0930 hours, Bridges and
culverts south of % PORT (028918) and rear LIESVILLE (¢ol303) were blown.



ERESTRICIED
Aerial Resupply o , s

. .

An aerial renunnlj missior,- ifc?udlqw 148 of the ?46 G~47 planes which had
taken offj ¢ rtiveo over the area at 0620, They dropped 155.5 tons of ordnarce,
cuartermaster and medicgl: stppliesy 7%/ of: the oriyinull" gscheduled load. The.
drop pattern was noor wvd bunmbas we Cuttorﬂﬁ, wany of them f:1ling into enemy
hends or heing coverad y enomy 11re. Linitv@ recovery was affscted initially.

T

;wayum~2 ‘5 JUE 1944

The P1v1sinn continued to attack nlong itg nowth flank, ! dintdined its posi-~
- tions along the MERDELAT River, snd cl”qroq re southern flqu arca to estublish
contact with the 10lst A14~Jrns Divi slun. »

T

During the ni:zht of'7~8-Iune~avmas CnEeT from tber*bOldtﬁd :roup =zast of

ANFREVILLE. erossed the MERDMIET River on o suken bridze. north most of LA FIERE
.ind reported to the Division Command Post. It was now evident that there were

three isolated »roupn we e t of th@ VERDIRET River, as followe:

as A strong force oP 20 BvauliOﬁ, dﬂut‘ P.puchute Indantry, on hi_h ground
in the vieinity of 210940 south of GEUTTEV LLQ (7 00946) ‘

b, The 22 Babtslien, 507tk Purschute Infuntr,, located north ef FLAUX in
the vieinity of 305968 , R \

¢o A force of = pprOYi elv 485 men, mnost 6f them from the 507th eruohut
In;antrj, loc tﬂd west of AerT"ILudu

As the above nituation became cluar, tno Division Comnander developed(a'plan
to relieve the isolatsd groups west of the KERDD BT and slso sstablish a clear
cut brid;,baao over, the River. The lst L“ttulion, 395th Glider Intrabiy, wos to
cross the MERDERET River on bhe sunken bridrs ngrth wost of LA FIERE, sstablish
contact with the 2d Buitilion, 507th Psrachute Iafentry, and swin south to cap-
turc the westsrn approsches to the LA FIERE Brid.c. Th: BO7th force wost of Alie
 TREVILLE was to attack to the east to gontact the lst Battulion 335th, snd 24
Battslion, 507k, 24 Buttulion, B0O3th P;rachut“ Infentry, was to rnmdin in
place, . . - :

325th Glider Infantry Rebim@nt
u'2030 tn 1st Bat. ¢11un croscod the M
bV‘m@ans of = sunken roaid and 3 railroad em

o

TRDERZT River northwost of LA TIRRT
nkment asainst 1ittl¢ enemy -opposi-

tion to =ot Mlljh»a bridgehead end contact the isolatcd foress of the 507th Pora-.
schute Infﬁntr 4% the close of the period the lst ‘Battnlion hed cross.d tho
river suc "fuJ v end wag marching towards tho wostern approact to the LA FIERE

- Bridge. ‘ ‘ ey

505th Purachute‘Infantrv R“”imfn

, Tne let Baitalion iritiaily remained in position north of LA FIE E fuuLatiQ“
thé 507th Porzchlibe Iufuntry in _wardins t > MERDUAET Rives ¢rossin,, at thst polnt.
Tne 24 and 3@ Bottalions attacked bet‘“t to the north =nd seized NEIUVILLE AU
PLAIN by 0430 hours a aingt slight cpposition. Supworted b, tho 24 Pluaicon, COwme=
wuny Gy 746th Tank Battalion, these two battslions eontic t:tlr attack to the
north and seizzd GR.INVILLE by 2500 hours. Tpe lst Pattalion relicved wbe 34
Battalion, ths 3d thon taking up o resorve position southwest of RnImVIELE in the
vicinity of 308993, Attached to the 505th, the 2¢ Battalion, 3205th Glider Iudanse
try, assumed defensive positions we sst of tho town and prepared to abttack to the
north toward FR..J‘fILL7 on the DLV‘Si\n'° corth flank at the close 9% the periods

adt
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507th Parachute Infantry Boviment

‘One force af 175 men isolated qincc DiDay ‘on- th vmst bank of the MERDERET
River north of FLAUX in the vicinity of 305968 was still intact but suffcred from
heavy end.y artlllury, mortar, and famnstl nrns “fire, e ;ttxmtt@d uhsuccessfully
%o cross the Pivmr to the yagt to rwjoin thﬂ rQVimwnt. Part of the 507th force
west of [MFRTY ; ) =ust of the town; but another
portion of th: daep, was, awbushua and taken
nrisdﬁbr., Thi oortlon ot thu 07th Ga8 t of t“ ZRUGFET coobinucd 10 Leli a line
between 327945 and 333978, maintaining ¢ontact Alth adjscent regiments,

Soath Pﬁlachutﬁ Infantr R@aiment
:».1 [ e .

Attacking with two "winfdrCUd ‘companies, the wecirent cle@r@d the area on
the Division's south flauk to incluuo the towns of Iﬁ FORT, CiRQTIBIT, ‘and BT R
VILLE by 1920 hours =nd sstzblished contset with the 10lzt Airborne DlVL*lQn at
Road Juuction 563930 rorth of BIOSVILLE, Resistanes was severs, but 16% prisoners
were takeu, The 24 Battabﬁbn'on % ¢ west bank of the MERDWAET River repulscd
scveral sharp en tmv tank counternttodks dir stern caussewny to thi
CHEF DY FONT ?;x‘”«.~ Quukdet with the ropise ust bank coula not be )
maintaib >d bechuge of \AcwsuiVQ’, iy activitj snd ob rvation,

82d hirborne Diviqion nrblllerj

The 319th-Clider Ficld Artil_ery B.ttalipn maved ssoven 75mm pack howitzers
in%d p0a1t10n ast of "CHEF Df PONT in suprort ofsthe 507tk a2nd 508th Parachute
Infént%y Rsblmbntb. Tre 320th Glider Fiold 4Azbills vy Battulion moved eicht 105mm
M3, "ﬂmitzork into position west of 5. MTRE TIGLISE ip direct support of the 505th
Papracrute'and 325th Glider IhluutAJ_hv‘ ntw.  Ths 87t Fleld ~rtillery Battalion
was relinsvéd- of atia achment to the Divi 5ior he fore .t was iu p051t10n to‘firﬁ G -
shot in supnort of| our op raﬁions. : . , o “

.

—y v

Seaborr Zehelon H'

‘:‘

The s.aborne ﬂckOl@@, Force "CH “hn landing at 1500 hours and moved into
Ca blvouqc arag prwnarqtorw to joining Qho riet of the Divigions, “Troops included
the 4u_tH.Parwcnut> Field Artiller; BuTtdliOh, By ttbrneﬁ ¥y E and F of ths 80tk

airborng srtiaireraft Battalion, Hea&quar :rs Company of the 307th airborne Bl -
negr Battulion, sofe attached: trowps and.-sgaborne slements of unilts that had ar-
rivpd b PQTQCJutD and lld SN e BN . .

D PLUS 3 - 9 JUNu l9i4

g TuC Divisien ,«1ned & clgar-cut brid/ 'r » over the NFRDT”ET River, relicved
two 6f the. three is s0lntdd rojos and some n ; s and covtlnu d. its
attack to bh& northwknt 1n the LE HAM sector. -

320tk Gliﬂbr Infani ry {@Qiment

. 4 .
mhﬁ.th Buiiaiion continusd %ijre°s.fpfw3fd to h the western approaches
of tx La FIERD Biidj uat t 0400 hours zd down by heavy fire of all types
in the Vieinity of Cail U | 15 minute artillory prepara-
tion, the 34 b;;t z1lion ett‘ckeg aeroy s tru Iu FILRM Bridge =t 1030 hours with two
companios of the 307th Porachute Infantrv ang,uu sported gy Conmpary C, 746th Toun.
Battalion. A brldbehewu WAS hevabliske despite heavy lossus. Ciad . LIONY was so=
cuved by 1530 hours and the 3d B- LwdAl»u wss linked up with the lst Buitalion,
S?Jth, on the left and with the B-tbaliday, oO?th on the rixht. Only a smzllo:,
portion of the group west .of AMPHE: TLLE: suegesded in reacking our lines. An cnemy

countﬁrittapk Lasting from: 1900° tQ 2100 s %:opulspg,@ut sesively by the Sd‘Béttaf
llon and the. 507th Parachqu Il#uutraa:ﬁ v e R
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e ,‘th Parachutc Infantry qugment

,"

R G ,I‘VILLm and the bridge over: the ItRDﬁRLT Rive* at the town wers seized
"By 01004 - The rerrimeht attacked "'vain at 0530 with 2d Battzlion on the left, 24
Battalion, 325th Glider I“f“ntr ), attached, on" the. right, and lst B-tialion fol=-
lowingi  The reelment reached a 1ihe’ 300 yards south of the canal,.300008 to
sozoov, by 1200, The 24 But:alion then moved throu h positiono of 24 B tt diohj o
325%h nd dontinuod the attac& with the lst Battallon. o N S

l

507th Pazachutp Iﬂfuntry Rcmiment ._‘;Q , t ~\

. Two dompanius attacked across the LA FITRY Bridee with thL 325tb G11u~r Iva
funirj at 1030 %o uBtﬂbliSh a-firm bridgshead in-a fieree and "savage sttacki
‘Thede two’ cowpanl :8 Gaptured. “LE MOTEY (999962) d\snito heavy fire of all. types.
Contact wag made with he zd Batbalion) 607, and the two companies moved into a
reserve position 500 yards east;of LE- mbTEY. Tuc Tegiment aﬁain assistéd the

 325th, st 2000 hours, in repellihg a. str@ng enemny éountrvattadk. th@ r*pulse of -
which dbour\d a; flrm hold on the MERD” f Br;u uhcadc Co

SCBth Paruchute Ir fJnury R‘~1mwnt '7 .; \

. fre 3@ Bittolion cxossed over Li. FInRE Briaéghead at 1200 hours and atthéked
rsbuth to cleaP the area betwesen GUETTIVILLE (&.0948) zud the hi h cround at

310940, Contact was established with the 2d Buttalion, and the MERDEZRET Bridge-
‘beuad mas thus exterusd .to include -both tuu‘causevavs at LA TIERE and southwegd
“of CHET DU PONT. i A sharp enemy counterattack from the direction of}jAMFREVILLE
was. rupuls 3d successfully. betweon 1930 and 2100 hours, The remainder of the .
regimunt maintained position holding the Chur DU FONT Bridge. It rac»iv~d spas-
modic ortillbry fire during the QVening.r o e P

. £
i

Soh Alibothe Division Artiilery o o

- The 456th Parachute Field Artillery Batualion and se abornu olmments of the
remainder of Division Artillery units arrived, Groupment was wade of the 456th
Parachute apd 320th Glider Field Artillery Battalions in direct support of the
325th Glider and 505th Paractute Infantry Reglments.  The 456th went into posi-
‘tions west.of WZUVILLE AU PLAIN with seven 75mm pack howitzers and fired its
first4roun&s at 2130 hours. The 90th Division nrtillerj and one bgttalion of th

; 4th Dimlslbn nrtiLlory wexe in gene al support. R SRR L

o ; '
v . : : ) oY

SOVth A;;bornp Lngineer Battalion e

The lst Platoon, Compan" }rcross .4 the MERDZPAT Riv:r with 1lst Battalion,
32544 Glider Infantry north.of LA FIERE. The remainder of Comp: Hy A supported ~
the attuck across LA FIERE Briditels The remainder of the Battzlion salva: '
Pouipmpnt and resupply bun&lew; SGt up water pélnts and. ussamblcn one ml;w
of . STT. N“Rm HCLIwm.v o - : '

1“. R s

Seabgrn> Eeholon: -jf f£?}':m
f Force "C", unde“ comm@nd of Briqadier Gbneral G‘OR P. FOWELL) closmd 1nto
: the-ST,. SB;? bGLIDu Amea ‘at: 1550.; : L

._‘—"(

Resu@nlg

Two CG~4A glide*s landed near STF. MH B BGLISE carfyinp greatly needed
siqnul utpment. This constitutod thé: SbCOﬂd air-resupply mission flown.

D PIUS 4 - lO JUFF 1944

The Division was relieved within the bridg head aeross the MEPD RET River by

.,,-11-1.. IR
ESTRICTED . ‘
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the 90th Inf-mtry Dunsion, whi ek Passed throush ‘the 824 and continued the attaek
to the weste Despite the secattered parathute drops and isilation of some Dakts-
lions, the DiVlSl’\IL within four. days sccured. the WRUVTITG 477 FLATH . s SIERE
EGLISE -~ CHEF DU POHT area and’ establi ehod o r£iTIT ‘bridgchead across the MFRDEnET
River fron its Juncuon with the DOU“VL River %o and inc,lud_mg the railway bridge
34600 yards north of Lf- FIERE. Re,;gtance had been stubborn and severe. 'though
it suffered hecavy losses in “the uettle of the MERDERET,: the Division vir tuahy i
destroyed the Gerrian 9let Inf"nbry Divis:.on and prevented it fror;) con’mc‘c:.nr the
boach assault forges of thc F:L;L‘st Uc So ArTiye. : o .

. Althoufh rol:.cved. in the MERD%T nridgehead. Div1 sion troops cont:.nued the
“attack in the nor‘l:h° . ; , ) L

325th Ql;der Infantry Reglment N R

: ‘The 357th Infantry, 90th D1v1sion. passed through the 325th front line at
0540 hours, Tho lst and 34 .)attalions remalned. in position throurhout the day
and ni ght as a rGserves v . v )

505th Para.chute Infantry Regiment -

Supported by qrtillery, the 1st and 24 .;attalinn" Jumped off across the canal
at 1400 hours tc seize LE FAM (2€0013) and MONTEDURG STATION (289024) , The lst
Battalion by-passed LE HAM and seized the station by 1800 hcurs in the face of -

- stiff resistance throughout the advancé, XYlements of the 24 Battalion were forced
to withdraw from the outskirts of LE HaM at 2310 hours, attemps to retake the
town during the night were- contosted. savagelys. The 34 Dattalion renained in ro-
serve, and the 2d Battﬂ,llon, 325th Glicler Infantry. attached, - protected the regi»
nentls southwcstern flank _ .

1 50'7th Parachute’ Inf-antry Re,'iment

. The 357th Infantry, 90th Dlv:l.sion. assed thrnu,,h the 50’7th 11nes ab o&40 ‘..v.‘-»'
bhours, The regiment, asgembled cast of the MmD:'RE"" Ri\rer in the vicinlh‘y of LA 1
FIEBE a.nd. reopg,anized ond rested, » . : T

SQBth Pa a.chute Infantry Iie;:lment ‘

. The 358th Infantryi 90%11 Division,. passed throubh the 508th lines at 0510
hours. The regiment, ; éSs one-. conpanf}* 'still at LE PORT, assembled on hlgh g‘ound
west of the MERDERET River in the Hcinity of 310940 and reorg anized. i

82d Alroorne D:.v1sion Artlllery

The :320th Glider and - 6>th arachute Field. Artlllery Battalzons, relnforced
by ‘the 915th Field Arti - Jattalicn, 904k Division; continued to- fire harassing
and interdiecticn mlisi:e;xfs in support of the 505th Parachute Infantry.

’losuypl;g
» Two OG-4A gliders landed at STEL l GLI SE c-arry1n~ signal equxpmen'c. -

D PLUS 5 _AND: D PLUS 6 alL» 12 JUl\"ﬁ‘ 1944

The Division secured the area north of STE. MERE BGLISE after fierce fn.ghtinb
on: the part of the 505th Parachute Infantry, with 2d Dattalion, 335th Glider Infan-
try attached, seized LE HAM and drove the enchy north snd northwest. By this
action tho 824 Airborne Division delayed cons iderably the German 243. Infantry Divi-—
sion fron contacting the beach ass ault forces of the First U. Se Army. :
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325th Glider Infantry Resiment

: After being )assed throuhh by the 359th Infentry, 90th Infantry Division,:

the reziment closod in an assombly area in the vicinity of GUETTEVILLE (303948),
and rested dnc‘ reorr,amzed. The 24 uattalion renained. attachcd to the oOo‘bh Pare~
cmte Iafantry.

505th Par'xchutc Infqntry "iegiment ‘

The 24 3a 2ttalion with the 24 Dattalion, 325th Glider Inf'antr,,r, attached.. on

‘the left, at‘backed at 111130 hours to capturc LE HAM. Overcoming severe opposi-
‘tion in vebmncl difficult terrain, the 2d Eattallonn 325th, seized LE HAM ot
2025 hoﬁrs. By 2300 hours vositions wore . consolidnted along the entire MIRDERET
River tp to ‘and including tho MOTTERURG railroad station at 289024, Coatact with
the 6th Infantry, 4th Infantry Division. was made by the lst Babtalion ab MONTES-
BURG staﬁiom , The bridge over the MERDERET River at 277015 was blown by our

’ ti‘oogé at 2145, The rezinent remained in position; patrolling west across the
f{ver until relieved by tho 3::’7th Infnntr,;, 90th Infantry Divismn. du.r:.ng* the .
night of 124'-13 Junes : _ _ : e -

. 507th P-arqcnute Infantry Re$ inm}

The re; :me'mt continued to reat md reormnize in the vﬁciniﬁy of LA; FIE?E¢

508th Pﬂrachutc Infantr*’ R%Lcnt

The reg,ment continued. to.rest and reorg“ranize in the vicinity of ﬁhe hihh
ground west of the MERBIRET River at 310940, Contact was meintained with $he .
101st Airborne Divisicn on the lefte. Preparations were completed on 12 June fer .
anattack to establish a bridgehoad cver the DOUVE River at B“UZEVILIE LA ‘)AsmeL
on: the nli,ht O.L 12-13 Junes ‘ -

to r ni‘orc(, fires of %he 319th u-lld.CI‘ Field Artlllery .Vat‘ca.‘llon and moved.'
of. PIC.UVIILE., The 319th, in direct support of the £08th Parachute Infantry,
noved wést across the DOUVE River into positions north of BEUZEVILIE La .)ASTILL..J.
The 915th Ficld Artillbry Battalicn, attached from 90th Infantry Division, was
rclieved ot 110600, The 180th Ficld 4rtillery lattalion (105mn howitzer) was at-
tached at 11’18’)0 and mved 1nto nos:.tmns to reinfnrce the fn'es of the Slgth.

@'Mh ,&ﬁ’borne Ingzineer Dattalion

The _mttallon‘ continued to sa].Vm 6 resupply bundles nnd cperate waber points
in thc area.  Extensive surveys of the DOUV'E River were conducted c’i.u.mn{9 this
per:.ml -and orldi_in& naterisl, ;;ssnult boats and other wiver crossing equipnent
were’ o‘otm.necl. ' ‘ :

gttgched unlte ' | | _ (
/

“mpﬂnj c, 746th Tank ?attalion, was relieved o attachment to the Divie
-gion at 110800 J'@.-e. . .

D PI:US"7 — '13‘JUIT’-’ 1944 S -
: The Division, using the JO8tf’. raracbute Infnntry, extended. its right flank -
by establishing a bridgehead across the DOUVE River ot SEUZEWILLE LA BASTILLE and
contactcd the l\)lst Mrborne Divxsinn g ,oln at SAUPTE, Other eluments of tha
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Bivz.sion continured to reopban.u;e zmd. regroup preparatory to passing through
the 90th Infantry Division and attackihz *o the west in conjunction with the
9th Infantry Division, The Divismn Command Post moved 0 a po:.n’c near PIC*
AUVILLI} et coordlna.tes 294928° Co :

Sthh G—liaer Infantxv Rcbiment

" The 24 .nﬂtahon re,;o:.ned “the re{'iment at lOCO hou.rs. e reginent closed
in o few asserlb-Ly area sou’rh of PICAUVILIE at 1630 hﬁurso Preparationd were
ade to a.ttwck ‘o thc west ‘the follom.n., day. : !

505th Parachuto Infqntry Re ment ‘ <

The 2d Dattalion, 325th Infantry, was relieved fron attachnent., THe regi-
ment noved from. the LE HiM arca to &an a..sﬁnbly*h::ea east of PI(/AUVILLB, rested
~and reorgenized. _ T

07th Parachute Infantry Repiment

The reginent moved from the LA FIERE area to an assembly arca north of PIC-
AUVILLE, Preparations were made to attack to the west the following day.. ‘

508th Parachute Infantry Re;:ment

& combat team composed of the regiment, ‘the 319th Glider Ficld Artlllery
Enttalion. Satttery 4, 80th Airborne Antiaircraft Dattalion, a detachment from
the 307th Airborne Engineer Dattalion and one platoon of Troop B, 4th Cavalry
Reconnaissanee Squadron, attacked south acrosssthe DOUVE River. Company F cross—
ed the DOUVE by assault boabs at 0001 hours and seized BEUZEVILLE LA SASTILLE.
The remaindcr of the troops crossed the river on a footbridge, otonstructed by
enginecrs beginning at 0400 heurs. The 1st 3attalion cleared CRETTIVILLE by
0745 hours, dcstroyed considerable encmy equipnentiy; including 12 light tanks,

- and occupicd defensive positions at COIGNY, The 24 Battalion met determined
resistance outside of JAUPTE but oceupied the town by 1800 and established con—
tact with the 10lst Airborne Division to the south, The 3d Dattalion securcd
the area between PONT AUNY and HO0TOT. Drring the entire action 14 light tanks
were knocked out and sizeable. quant1t1es of enemy equipment captured or destroy-
ed. . _ ,

824 Aii-borne Division Artillery

The 319th and 320th Glider and 188th Field Artlllery Battal:.ons fired in
support of the BO8th Parachute Infantry's crossing of the DOUVE River at JEUZE-
VILLE LA BASTILLE. These three battalions expended 1,860 rounds in 50 minutes,
and their fircs were reinforced as well by the 90th D:Lviolon Artillery., The
319th Glider Field Artillery Jattalion displaced south of the IDUVE River at
1800 hours. The 456th Parachute Field Artillery 3attalion moved from the 1E
HAM sector intc positions north of PICAUVILLE at 1800 hours.

80th girborne Mntiaircraft Jattalion

Enttery A knocked out five enemy 1light tanks in conjuncticn with the lst
Battalion, 508th Para.chute Infantryls nttack scuth of the IDUVE Rivers \

30'?th Airborne Enmneer Battall'»n :

" Company A operated assoult boats across t#e DOUVE River at 3EUZEVILLE LA
JASTILLE begiuning at ‘0001 hoursiin support of the 50&th Parachute Infentry., A
footbridsge was constructed first, and, with the assistance of VII Corps Engineers
a 3Bailey bridge was completed by 0830 he urss The 3d Platoon of Gompany 3 was
attached to tho B08th Parachutc Infantry and. prepared the bridge south of DAUPTE
for deholltlon‘ , , :




Attached Troops - Bl

' Gompany 4 746th Tank Dattalion, was attached to the Division ab 1700
- houPse v [0 ey B R e A PO o .

_ Vgiﬂeven(gii&éfﬁ'ﬁdfryiﬁgfgrdgnnébuaﬂdwsignal‘equipment landed qt‘STE;IMEEE
BGLISE. = B . ‘ o ' <
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 fhe Division continued td'mopvup;in,Ehe BAUPTE_aréa:aﬁd also passed throug
tho 90th Division to attack west toward ST. SAUVEUR IE VICOMTE. ‘

PO

The attack, with the §2d airborne Divislon on ‘the left and the 9th Infan-
try Divislon on the righta"orinjnally wWns gbhcduledito.bqgin shortly after
dawn but was delayed until 1007 to pormit. uaits boing relieved additional op-
portuni ty t seizc.the contuplatod line of departure. The attack began at 1000
egen though the line of departwre had no% been seized. The fighting was bitte:
hedgerow~to hedgerow onslaught, bu£_ecnsiderable progress was made,” ‘ '

stth'Glider Infantry'ﬁeaigpnt, S o

The rezinent attacked at 1000 in colum of battalions with the 3d Batbe-
‘1ion leading. The B07th Farachute Infantey was to the regiment's righte . As
the scheduled line of departure had nct heen setzed, the 325%h attacked to the
‘risht of tho m5Gth Infantry, 90th Division, instend of through it but later
swung in front of that regineat, The nnia highway due west of REITENVILLE was
gtrongly defended by the encmys but he was driven off the rcad by 1820 hours
efter exooptionally.hard»fighting and ropeated thrusts by both the 3d and lst.
Battalions supported by one pintoon cf Gompaay A 746%h Tank Dattalion, ‘The
1st Battnlion continued to nttack and advanced west 400 gurds, The reginent
 consolidated its positlons at 2100 hrurs, established firm conbact with the
. B07th Infantry on the rizht and prepared to eontinue the attack to the west,

. B05th Porachute Infantry Regiment
- | fThe rogiment reinined in Division reserve. Company I noved to securc the
"U. bridge south of BTTENVILIE (FONT LYABLE), holding postilcns ab the north end
of thq bridge. - Company H wns attnchod to the 325th Glider Infantry Regiment
"at 1400 hours to act as Infantry escort for a platoon of Company A, 746%h Tank
Dattaliqﬁrthrough and beyond HTIENVILLE, but the company reverted to regimentas

Ceontrol at 1940 hours. The resinent was ordercd at 2100 hours to move into

" position 3,000 yards nerth of ETIEFVILLE. = Company I remained at the ETIENVILLI
Jridge and established patrol contact with the 508th Parachutc Infantry in ‘the
TEUZAVIILE LA DASTILLE Brifichoad. ‘ ' -

507th Parachuto*IhfantryARégimeng , B

« ALtbacking in column of ‘battalions with the 34 Battallion leading, the regi-
nent crossed the creek between RENOUR and TTIEINVILIE at 1000 hours, passing
through the S0th Division. The 385th Glider Infantry was on the left and the
- i@oph‘Infantryxﬁgth>Division, was on the right{ Zmeountering heavy pounding cf
. eneny artillery, the 3d Jabfdlicn turned north-to block RENOUF and nrotect the
=+ ‘porth flank of the Division. while the. 9th Divisicn spent the better part of the
- day scizing the fown, Enony rosistance wag severe.. Countor—attacks in the ove

“ 1M were ropulsed with the assistance of one nlatoon of tanks from Company A,
. ,.746%h Tdnk Babtalion, -The 2d and 1s% Nattalions in that order, followed the
T d Dattolion nnd continued the nttack to the west; reaching the oubskirts of

LA BOUNEVILLE by 2200 hourse After consolidating positicons and reorganizing,
- allDattalicns prepared:-to continue the attack the next daye - - -




508th Parachute Infantry Rogiment

The 1st Bavtalion moved from the v*cin*ty off COIGNY to aszsist. tk 2 Battalion
clear BAUPTE ot 0130 hours. The 3d Battsalion repellod a ﬁwrp counta~uttack at
0700 hours. in.the vicinity of HOTOT. - The enemy sttempted to break throu xh the 34
Battalion positions again at 1005 hourg; but the attack failed after tho enenmy
sustained heavy casunltiss, The highway and railrosd bridzcs soutbwest of POTOT
were blown by attuched elements of the 307th Airborne Fngineer Battalion moved
from BAUPTE  to the northwost at 1030 and attacked PONT AUNY to dis lodre an enemy
concentration building up in th t aren: &fter 2 sharp fire fight the lst Butta-
lion brok: contact at 1600 hours wnd withdrow tqward nhUPTL agsemblin in a re-
serve position in the vieinity of FRACIUEZTOT: The 24 - tt:110n left Corpqnv D ut
BaUPTE and moved «ut 2300 hours to » position in the v1ciritj of COIGNY.

(%7

824 Airbornc Division . ‘rtillery , . o, .

The 319th Glider Field irtillery Battalion remsined in dircct support of thﬂ
- 508th Parachute Infantry and firce 600 rounds againgt cnemy bultrups in thv HOTOT ,
area. The 320%h Glider and 456%h Puracrute Field artillery Battsalions worve plwc>d
in direct support of the =ittmeking 325th Slider and 507th Parackute Infantry Regi-
ments, rCepuCtiV‘lY. The 188th Ficld artillepy Battalion was in dircct support.
More then 2,200 rounds were fircd in support of the attack towsrd the west., The-
87th A:morod Field artillery Battulion waz nttsched %o tho Division =t 0%00 hours
and moved into position nosti- of ”TIJJXI.LJ. : o ‘ .

80th airborne intiziroreft Buttrlion

‘Batteriws'g +né¢ B remsined attached to the 508th P,rnchutu Infantrv Rogiment.
Battery C wttached te the 507th Parachute lnfantry The rem:inder of the Bat-
talion rﬁmaiund in resseve. - o .

307th Airborne Enginscr Battalion

One platoon of Company B, was sttached to the 508th Purachute Infantry and
blew thc culvert and the: railr01d bridge qouthW(st of ‘HOTOT =% lu\O hours, The
bridge at CRIT WVILLYE wss blown by £08th Paracchute. Infantry. The Pl :foon reverted
to Company -control : t 2300 hours. Comp= ny A contirusd to provi ide smcurity for
bridees at PEUZEVILLE Li BASTILLE and psrformed rocownnissxno= work rlong the
508th Parac: ute and 5> thClider Inxﬁ1trg fronts,

Attached Troops

Company /4, 746th Tank Battalion, suvnperted the Uiv1sion's ‘attack to the w st,
with one pl“t :on euch nttached to the 325th Glider »nd 507tk Parsc-ute Infantry

Regiments, Tanks wors withdrawn =t nightfall 1nto o awscnh‘x area north of
FICAUVILLY, - : o : . .
Resupply

Four VJmm pack howitzers w¥r) flown by C-46 to 3TL, MERE ZGLISE.

D PQUS 9 -~ 15 JUKE 1944

The Division continued the hedgerow-to-hedserow sttack, but shortly after
ni-htfoll 1t bscame apparent that the crust of the snemy resis ance west of the
DOUVE River had been broken. The 505th Psrachute Infantry relieved ths S07€H

Parachute Infantry ofter a stronc anemy countoratteck in the flank, supported by
tanks, halted the 507th advance. The Division Command Post move@ to coordinates
251 /95"& weast of HETTANVILLY, ‘

T w Gt e e W
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325th Glider Infantry Resimont

1

- In the order 1st, 24 and 2d Battalions, the reciment attacked 2t 0500 hours
and reached the croek southwsst of LA BONNEVILLE by 0810 hours, mecting only
moderate resistances Tanks from Company A4, n46th Tank Bsttalion, supported the -
attacks. ' . . ' .

'505th»Parachuta‘Infantry Regimént

\

The regiment attaclksd to ths west, passing through thg 507th Parachute In-
fantry in the lattor's zone at 1500, Battery C, b Lirborne Antizmircraft Bat-
$olion n~nd one Platoon of Compsony A, 746%h Tank Battelion, were sttoched. Hode-
rotely strong enemy opposition was encountered and by nightfall the riment had
advaneed to the cresk lino north @f CROSVIILL (2289:8); Company I, guarding thoe
pbridge at ETIENVIILE, wes relieved by the 507th Prrachute Infantry ond roverted o
rogimental control. : o

507th Parachute Infantry Rogiment

The regiment attacked at 0500 hours snd advenced 600 yards, meeting 1ittle
opposition up to 0620 hours. One Pletocn of Compeny A, 746th ank Batvalion,
moved up to forward positions &% 5615 to support tho rogiments A heavy counter~-
attaek supported by 1eunched by the enemy ot 0230 hours from the rignt
flanlk, hslted the advence of the resimont, Dowscer, the DO7th, recovering from
the hesvy artillsry «nd wortsy fire, ejected the cnemy forcs which had penctrated
1ts lines ond reestablishedilts front by 1500 hours, -t which time the 505th Para-
chute Infontry passed trrough ths 507th. The Tegimont then assemblod, moved te
ETTENVILLE, =nd later crossed the DOUVE River into the CHAITSVILLE - BAUPTE area
preparatory to relisving the 50cth Parachuts Infantry Reglment. Compnny B ralie-
vad Company I, 505th Porachute Infantry, 2t the bridge ot ETIENVILLE. '

508th Enrachute Infahtry Regiment

renge of the CRIVTIVILILE - B-UPTR suctor, rTo-
pulsing cneny - mpts to break. throush in vicinity of FOTOT =nd BaUPTH. The 24
Pattsalion r@lievwd tha B3¢ Battallion near PONT LUN7, The 3¢ Battalion nagenbled
and moved north of the DOUVE River into Division raserve ong-half mile west of

1i BONNEVILLE. The remainder of the rof .~¢d to join the 3@ Bettzlion
upon completion of Tolisf by the S507tb Purochute Infantry durins the night of
15-16 Juna. ' ' . _ ‘ )

The reciment continusd active 4o

82d Airborne Division Artillexy

\

The 319th Glicer Tisld Lrtillery Pattolion rerpeined in position and pre
to support the 507tk Popachuts Infantry movingz into the BEUZIVILLE Li BASTIL
Brideehead.  The 456%th Prrachute Field artillery Battalion ehmngod to support tho
505th Parachute Infantry when the latter relisved the 507t ané with thie 220%h
Glicer Ficld Artillery B-ttzlion disgplecad to positions nortl and wosy of TILul-
VITLZ. Division sr¥illery, with the 87th srmpored Fisld srtiller: Battalion
(105mm howitzers) and the 188tn Fisld Lrtilisry Sstislion (155mm bowitzors), in
general support of the Division's attoek to the wast, fir:d morc than 4,800 rounds
in =11 typss of missions. Compuny B, &7th Chs ‘pptar Battalion (4.2 ineh
mortars) was attocicd in the vieinity of LIV 4__,}1150 hoursy

80th Airbofng éntigircraft Battalion

Batbery A was relinved from attachront to the BOSth Parachute Infantry. Bat-
toriss B and C were attachod to tho 507th and 503th FParachute Infantyy Regiments,

~respectively. - L
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AESTRICIED

Attached Troops

In the abttack to the west the following trosps were attacked to the Dive
islon and assisted materially in the accomplishrent of the wheglons

Company A, 746th Tank Jattalion. One platoon was attached to the 525th
Pany A, atvi. D :
Blider Infantry Regireat and c¢ne was attached first to the S07¢h and later to
the 505th Parachute infantrey, '

Troop D, 4th Unvalry Deocennnigsanoe Sgundron
87th Armored Ficid Artiilery satbalien

188th Field Azdiilery At o
Conpany ¢, 8 Tunk Deghroyer Battalion (In Division reserve) ,

Company T, 87th Ghemicali Mortar Baltalicn (Abteched to Division Artillery)

D PLUS 10~ 16 JUNE 194

.‘;.
“

The Division, attackin: to the west and protecting the southern fladk of
VII Corps during the Sorpig eperating to ceize CHIRMCURG, frrged ahend againg
the German 77th lnfantry Division. Uhe Divission reuted the cneny fn ite sector
drove across the DOUVE River and established a firm bridgchead around §7, .

SAUVEUR LE VICOMTE., -

The orders from Corps were to 'gelze tho line of the ICUVE and prepnre to
continue the attack to the west, hoewever, upen arriving on the east bank of
the DOUVE it was quite obvioug that the German frvces were in a state of com—
plete confusicn, The Tivision (o dor imnedintely reguested Corps for avihor
ity to crogs, Lutbt besause of difficulties in cotmmnicabion, an mnediate saswor
was not obteined. Seizing the ipitviavive, afbex persenunl reconnals ance,

Genoral RIDGWAY ordered the 2d Labtalicn, 505th Parachube Tutantry o cross
without delay. By the %ine clenvance had boen obtrined from Gorps two Batba-

lions lLod crossed the river -nd had established a secure bridgchend for further
operntionse. ) ‘

In threo days of fiorce bbdsoréwéto,whédgerow fizhting tho Divi
4 '*. . A v . " L. L -
b¢

2 sion pushed
nnde 1t possible for the 9% g

-

the encny steadily westwards a: 1 Infantry Divigion
%o drive to the seca and ocubt the CEEOOURM Peninsula in two. A forward IMvisien
Commiend Pogt was established in a chabeau Just east of ST, SAUVEUR LI Vi 0MwE

and the DOUVE Hiiver., A now Toreo "4 was ferned to irclude the 305%h ana BoSth

Parachute Infantry Lesiments and_established,its headquarters in ST, SAUVEUR LE
VI COLTH, ' o ‘ - I :

225th {lider Infrntry Regsiment

The 325th continued the attack and reached its assiemed objectives on the
east Deni 'of the DOUVE River overlooking ST, SAUVAUR ILE VICCMTE at 0950 hours,
The re-inent consolidnted positions and patrolle az@ressively across the DOUVE
River, ) - o U

L \

S05th Parachiite Indgntry Reaiment

The regimeént continued to attack to the west ond reached its objectives on
hish sround cast of the UTE Rivor,HQvor;;oking ST. SAUVEUR LE VICOMTE, by 113
hours. Fiadin: the eneny in o hish state of confusirn; the 2d Baiialion crossed
tae river ond seized ST, SAUVEUR LE VICGOMTE. The lst Besttalicon foilowed and
pressed on to gsecure an arca 2,000 yards in depth, The 34 Battalion was reliove
ed by the 34 Dabtalion,; BOBtL Parnchnte Infantry at 1540 of its nission to pro—
teot the right fiank of 4he Divisira. This Bntbalion bhen erossed the river and
attacked to the moyrth »%.87, SAUVELR L VICOKIZ to seize and hold the crossronds
at 189958, "Iy 2230 the bridochend wog secure and approxinstely 2,000 to 3,000
yards in depth. T SRR T _




5056th Parachute Infantry Regiment

The 505th cleared the SUN SAUVEUR LE VICOMIE Bridgshead to a d=pth of 3,000
vards of =1l enemy pockets oflrpsistance, consoli”~ted defsnsive positions north
and wast of ST. S.UVEUR L% VICONTHE, and effacted passage of ths 47th Ingnutr], 9th
Infantry Division, through its lines to continue thz ottack to th\ wests The
'regim ont patrolled oxteﬂ81vclv, rest 4 “ﬂd r@Oﬂ“trlﬂcﬂ.

507th Par:chute Infantry Rw;im ont

Tho rkglmmnt continhued to hold dofensive positions in t%e CRETTTVILLE-D UPTE
arca and pstrolled uat(HQinly concentrating 1ts =fforts “lOL@ the wostern fronte.
Contsct was ma 1r' 2inaed with adiagent units.

508%th Parachute InLWntrv Rewlm nt

The 1st =nd 24 Batt=lions clenred the brid-ehdad of all snemy,resistance
south snd west of ST, SAUVIUL LE VICOLIE. Company € estoblishe” a road block and

blew ‘the bridee on th 3T 34UVEUR L3I VICCMIY - L. HAYE DU PUITS Highway across
the PRALIRIES MAREC CEUSES. Compniny 4 reinforced Company C on 18 June, The 3d

nk of the Division until
3t of ETIENVILLE.

Battalion remained in nosition protacting the no:sth Fls
18 Juns wrhen it moved to the brnk of tho DOUVE River

824 Airbornc Division irtillory

The 456th Parachute Field artillery Battalion, reinforced by the 1724 Ficld
Artillery Battalion, continued to suprort ths 505th =nd 508th Parachute Infantry
Regimonts in the ST.. 3.UVEUR L& VICOMIE Pridgchead.  The remainder of Division
Art11ler., less the 319th Olider Fleld artillery Bsttalion which supported the
507th Parac -ute Infantry in the CREITEVILIL - BAUPTT area, moved back into posi-
tipn north of ETIENVI.LZ and made preparstions to supprort the attack south of
ETTIENVILLE across the DOUVE River. o

80th Airbornu muthircrﬁft Battslion
BDattery A was atis chuu to tha 34 Batt= 110n 508th P,?;chute Inf: ntry, qnﬁ
Battery D (.50 calibsr MG) moved into position protscting the bridse at 3T. SaU-

VEUR LE VICONT:Z., Battery E made preparations to support the =ttack of the Divi-
‘sion south of ETIWNVILLE across tha WOUE“ River. '

307th Airborne Enginser Battalion

Company A procurced river crossing moterial 3hd'prﬂpéred‘to assist the cross-
ing of the DOUVE River south of ETI?IVILLE. The Battalion continusd to rescon-
‘noiter the DOUVE River. o ' ' .

Attached Troops

Tanks of Company 4, 746th Tank Battalion, =2nd armored cars of Company C,
899th Tank Destroyer tattalion, moved into rsserve positions and preparsd to re-
vert to parent units., Troop B, 4th Cavalry Reconnuaiss:ince Squadron,. patrollad
~extensively to the west and nortl and south, reporting vazluable information on
gnemny movements and dispositions.

Resuggla

The last alr resupply mlxsion W1s flown on 18 Juno when 5 ,000 Gammon Grenad
“were landed by C-47 st STE. MT:E
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The Division crosssd the DOUVE Rix >T south of BETIENVILLE and established
firm bridgehcad extending south to PRETOT. Contact was made with the troops in
the CRETTEVILLE - BAUFTE ered and the entire Division arsa south of the DOUVE
wad- ¢leared of enemys The 90th Infantry DlJiSiOn relieved the-82d4 of the rospoin-
sibility of guarding ST. SAUVEUR L& VICOLT ™. The Division was attached. to VIII
Corps which had the mission of protecting the south flank of VII Corps in the VII
Corps fssuult to t‘e nortl on CH&RDOURG,

Szath Gli”@r Infantrv vaimen . ‘ . : ?

ThP 28 Battallon crossod th DOUVE Eiver sout @ sﬁ of LTIENVILLE and west of.
MONTESSY by agsault boats 'at 2350 hours th: nizht of 18«19 June, The crossinm
was accomplished without incidents & foing by one squad &1otr cted the encmy's
“attention to the arca west of ZTLNVILLE. Supported by an artillery barrage, the -
lst Battalion, followed by th: 34 alion; crossged over an enginser foot-bridze
bezinning at 0215 hours snd attacksd mgainst slisht opposition to the south to
join forces with the 24 Buttalion wilch was 2ttocking from the rear. the enemy -
force defending the brli'ehogd arss By 0730 hours the £3 Batta liop”'am bsen-
passed through by the lst and 34 falions and tre rostment held an arca extone
ding from LE HAU DI H.UT (242920) =longz ths =dze of the FOIS DE LIMORS, t% nee
north of LA DANGURRIE TO VINDEFONT.INZ. The 3@ Battulion, 50St: Parachute In-
fantry, was attoched to the 325%h =nd eroased ot the same point as the 24 Battal
lion, It dttiCﬂeﬂ ou the pegiment's left flank to- pass throuph the 1st Battn ]ion,
507th Pirwcnute Infantry, in VINDEFOUTAINE and to. soize PREITOT. Enemy rpsdst‘ co
inereased but the resiment flna]’V broke through and’ eﬂtendvd 1ts lines securcly
to a depth of 3, 000 yurﬂs gouth of tho DOUVE River by 2000 hours., The PF”in’bTo
completed a brid? south of EYIENVILLE by 1730, phrmittin% supporting artillery
and V(hibl@b to join the ruplmnnt.'

SObth Poe AChute Infqntry R“ im»rt

L"tn in the mvenln bho'renlmvnt movpl by truek from the 8T, 84 EUR.LEb
VIGCUTE ores to sn gssembly area sout of LES MOITIES LN B.UFTOIS (269920) in
the brifiF sad LSt blisbmu during the day by the 325th Glider Infqntpy.\_‘~

507th Paraohute Infqntrv Rewim&nt

K

The lst B ttﬁliOﬁ qtt*ckcu across the bridge west of CRETTEVILLE st 0015
hours to seize VINDIFONT.I!Nn in conjunction with the attack by the 325th- Glider
Infantry to ﬂbt”bli sh. o1 bridgéhead south of ETTANVILIE, nftOf biltter fighting
end consicderzble sniping the Batte .lion resched its objsctive bJ 0740 hours and
spent the remainder of the day elaaring ths town-of snipers snd huCLutb of anemy
,rﬁs1st4ncc. £ 1405 hourq the ‘33 Pattalion, 308th Parachute Infxntrj, passed.
through thé 3d Battalion lines. The rom: ilﬂar of tno 507 th staysa in position in
the CRETTWVILLE ~ BaUPIL scctor, :

5d8th.Parachu£@ Infantry Reviment

' The regiment wos ,”“ll“vcd of T prLSl iWity of . runrding the 87, SAUVEUR LE
VICOVTE ores @t 1440 end assémblad prior to movins. to join the remainder of the
DOUVE River in.o sseult. boats southeast of ETIMUVILLE aud west of MONTESSY at
280915 . at 0700 hours. - The crossi: 18 made without incident and the basftalion
procaeded south, meeting incrsasing resistance. At 1405 hours this battalion
passed through' the 507tk ‘Parachute Tufﬁﬂtrj positions. ot: VINDEFONTAINE and pushed
on to ths outskirts oi IWFWOT. Here .an enemy strong point held up the adwance
tcmporqrilv."w_ S S S S

o

Bl

S5IRI 9 Izl

LJ

i
=
Hes



 ;80th”A1rborne Antialrcraft Dattalion

824 Alrborne Division Artillery

The 320th Glider, 87th Armored and 188th Field Artillery Battalions, sup-
ported the attack of the 325th Glider Infantry and crossed the river into the
bridgehead area during the late afterncon and night. The 1724 Figld Artillery
Jattalion was relleved fron attachnent to the Division., The 319th Glider Field

- Artillery Jabttalion moved into the bridgehead area and was placed in direct

support of the 325th (lider Infuntry. The 320th Glider T«‘:‘mld,ﬁrtillc:c'y Batta-
lion was placed in direct support of the 505th Parachute Iniagtr

&

Dattery I supperted the attack of the lst Battalion, 507th Parachute In~
fontry, Two 57nm quns were ferried across the river with the 24 Jattalion,
325th Glider Infantry, At least threc eneny light tanks were knocked out in
the action in the brideehend, Iattery € crossed into the bridgehead late in
the afternoon., Datteries D and I went into Los1t1~n to porvide antiaircraft
prﬁtecti\n to the DTIENVILLE Drid B ~ :

1

307tk Arborne Enrlneer Sottalion

company & used 25 assault boats to ferrJ qttacklnh troops across the DOUV
River southeast of B ITIENVIILE and west of MONTESSY at 280915, Company 3 ercet
ed footbridbes ‘at ETIENVILLE and VIKDEFONTAINE for the infantry and later,
under eneny shellfire, erccted a vohlcular bridge at VINDEFONTAINE by 0400
hours and o clags 40 bridge by 2210 hours, assistance was given to Corps

enﬁlnuors in repairing the bridge and causeway Sfuth of FTIANVII LE,4

‘Attached Troous

Gorpqny G, 399th Tanlz Destroyer Baxtalioh, was relieved from attachment

~to the Division at 1400 hours, and Company Ay 607 Tonk Destroyer Zattalion

was attached at 1800 hours., Company 3, 87th Chemical Mortar Dattalion, sup- ©
ported the Z25th Glider Infantry from positieons in the vieinity of the 24

‘Dattalion crossing, - Ccnpqny Ay 746th Tank Sattalion, was attached to the 325

th Glider Infantry. Treoop 3, 4th Cavalry Reccnnaissance Squadron, continued.

patrclling activities. The 87th Ariiored and 186th Field Artillery Dattallons

renained attached to the Division, but the 17”d Fleld Artillery Battqlion was

relievcd at llOO hrurs. , =

i _D'PLUSM-—BOJUi\T“?1944

Thc Division Confand Post noved soutn of DTIEWVILLE and 50uth of tbe

.DOUVm'nivor and was establlshed nt coordinates 2066912,

3°5th Glidor Iniantry ?criucﬂb

The reﬁlnent consolidated po 1tirns, Qtrnngtﬁbned the defenses of the
orld ohead and patrrlled into eneny” lines. o

SODth Parcchutc Infantry Ra 1ment‘

The 3d \attallﬂn moved 1nto the uOIS DE LIMORS and ccecupied positions
along the western edge after enconntcr;n" enly slight enemy oppeosition ine
itially, Ioter it came under intense portar and artillery fire. The rest
of the reginment remained in an asgenbly nrea south of LES HOITIZERS N »AUPmOI

: hav1nb‘clOSud 1nt0 the area, at OlUO hours.

”'507ta Parqchute Infantry ?e;iment v

The lst .attqlion reaained in pos tion qround VIND?FONWAINE untll 3330
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redned m the ORE‘J?TuVILLE - BAUPTE sector. prcparing to be relieved by the 90th .
Infa.n‘ary Divzsion. ‘ o . g .

T

$Q8 §h' :Pg r.achut ¢ Infantry Roglment

The ¥oginent was passed: through by 90th Infantry Division ‘troops west of

' gP, SAUVEUR LE VICOMTEZ and moved south of the DOUVE River, closing into an as-

dnnia

sonbly arca southwest of LES HOITIERS MIABAUPTOLS by 1330 hours - The 3d Batba~
lion launghed a -detoermdned attack a,galnst PREIOT at 06CO. hours - ana seized the
town and took up Ealaasive: pmsi’clfns alter a sharp, shor’f ‘bm‘thr . The Battalion
was subjected to heavy artilliery and uortar shelling thious shoub the day, . 4% 1600
hours the Dattalion moved %0 positions west of PREICT and was relieved in place
at 2330 h')urs bv the lsb .;a.ttalion, 50740 Paracbute Infamry. Ty o

D,PJJS 15 TO o) PI:US 2% - 21-—30 JUNT

During this poriod, which wag narked by sharp local actions, the Division
gecured md held its area with a front generally that of D plus 14, An ViTI
Oorps attack: had been planned for late on 22 June in which the Division was %o

“ seize the high grouwnd overlooking Li HAYE DU PUITS while the S0th Iafaniry Divi-

slon, thru; ting from both' flanks, woukd pineh the Division out end seize the

. town. This’abtaok was postponed watil 3 July Vecause of a wery geverc storn in

' 505th

the mz,lish Channel ‘which interruptecl lines of communication and supnly ond neces—.
sitated restrlction of armunition and ordnance lines, The First U. S, Arny placed
p /ority oniits attack to solze the vital port of CHERBOURG, which fell to VIT

“on .36 June, Meanwhile, the Division reoxs anized, regrouped and pwtrollod

_A : és'aiv“ y:ond extensively. On 26 June the Divislon participated in a, smulnt—

j\}l__tack. firinb akl: posqible wonpons betwecn 0730 and 0800,

Tho Bd. 3attaln.on vas rellevcd on 24 Jme by 3d Battalh n, 506th Paracnute
Infantry,' zmd. tho roginent then held a line between the 508th Parachute Infantry
on the rif"*t and tho 507th Parachute Infantry on the lefte The lst Dattalion was
. of the regimentd sector, 24 Battallon on the left and 34 Battalion
-uurin&, the entire period the: ‘reginent renained in pos:.tion, p atrolled
extcns:vely e.md nade preparations :f.‘mr attack to the wests - -

El

ar chute Inf ntry Regigent s AT IR ' .

: 'I'he 36, n.ttnlion remained in posttion in, the wes'oern sector of the .LOIS DE
""LIMORS until relieved by lst Dattafion on 22 ‘fune.' The 2d Battalion took ova' de~ -
fense of tho: sastern sector at the aane times On 26 Junc the 34 a.ttal:,on relie
ved 2d Battalion, and, in turn, the 34 Battalion was relieved by the 1st Batftalion
508 th- Porn.cnute Infontry, attached, on 29 June, During the entire period it oo~
cupied the BOIS DE LIMORS tho re{riuent suffored lossos from heavy eneny mortar
md?’artlllery concentmttons. ‘Extensive patrolling was carried out, contact with
‘ units was. established firmly, and firing was held. to a minimwa_ in order '
positions w“uld nof, be disclc»scd. . _

The 1st Battalion reuained. :ln poaitiﬂn on the hig“h g*round west of PMTOT.. o
The 2d. and 3d Battalions in the CREITEVILLE - BAUPTE sector were relievod by the

"’Ssgth Infantry, ‘90th Infantry Division, at 2401%0 June and moved into roserve:.

© posltions

' period. tn ) !

PO

"“bagking up the lst Dattdlon tp tho no rth of PRETOT, The. 2d Bmttalion
relieved the: 3d ﬁattalion, 508th Prrachute Infantry, in the latter!s sector on.

30 Ju.ac afid becne attached to the. 50BN Parachute Infantry. mring the entire
:g,imenb patro],led. nmessimely 1nto enemy lines. e
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908th Parachute Infantry Reziment

N

The lst Battalion occupied defensive positions northeast of VINDEFONT..INE
on 22 June and remsincd there until. relieved by the 507th Paraschute Infantry on
24 June, On the same day the 34 Bett lion relieves the 24 Battalion, 525%th
Glider Infantry southcast of the BOIS DO LI ORo and established contact with the
505th Parachute Infantry on the rigzht 2 Sth Glider Infantry on the left.
The 2d Battalion moved into roge rVe pOSlthL behind the 3¢ Battalion, wnd the
lst Battalion took up positions belhird the 3¢ Battalion, BCEth Forach ute Infautry.
The lst Buttalion took up 1 091010d§ in the rosr of the 2d. Or 29 Tune the 1st
Battalion relisved the 3d B Jattalions. -305th Parachute Infautry and becams attached
to the B505th. The 34 “wttﬂinon was relieved by the 24 Bettslion, 507t: Parachute
Infontry, <tteched, -nd moved into the lat t Battalion's former vosition on 30
July., The reginment patrolled

‘CtiV“1y along the front during the entire period.

&2d Lirborne Division Artillery

Tee 519th Glier Elclqartlllor" Butbalion was in direct suonort of the
S87th Par: chutp Lifantry, 320th Glider Field artillery Buttelion in éirsct sup-
port of the 325th Gliucr Intantry, 458th Parachute Fisld artiliery Bottulion in
direct support of the 505th znd wath En %chut@ Infantry Regi ents. The 37th
Arecred and 188th Fisld Artillery “J0¢talions, attached, we:
The 319th Gli.er Field Artlaiery Beotolior ﬂ“lul iced in dire I
508th Parachute Infantry on 24 Juns and the w\ith ‘Parachute Field Artillery !
talion was placed in direct Support of *he 505%h Pa arachute ln;antrf Durlrﬁ
remainder of the period support missions of tl@'bdt;uLlOP' ware not chs
Division Artillery continusd to hurass and interdiet enemy troops and lin
communication, : : : ‘

80th Airborne Autiuiréraft Britelion

“ttpry A was placed in support of the 505th Purachute Igf;atry. Buttery B
sup;ort‘o the 507th Parschute Intautry and Buubery C supgorted the 503th Fars-
fchute Infantry, The iachine  un batteri sy D, B, and F, prov1i,\ antiaircraft
protection for the ITIENVILLE and VINDIE AINE Bridoes, ’

307th airborne En.inver Butb.lion - . .

Tue: Bouvtualion durin7 this peried built roads tlroush the RPOIS DT IIMoP%
checked tho Division arca for mines and booby traps, operated wate
ground enginear_rbconnaisaincc, and sercensd the ITIT
wuard talnst obsorvation from Hill 131 (1:5875).

i S1NE woere suarded by sousds from COminainy Lo

utaCde Tr.opas ‘ .o

il

_ The 87th drwcred and 188th Ti.ld artillery Battalions remained attsched to.
Divislon Aitil.cry, Troop B, tth Covalry Reconnaissance Soy wnaron, was relicved
from attached to the Division at 231435 Junc, Compsny 4, T46th Took Batialion,
was relisved from attachnent on 21 June, Tho ouvist Tack Dustro,er Puttalior was
attached on 30 Tuuc, and Cowy .ay A, 607th Tuok Destro. er | tha. lon, remainzd at-
tached durinz the perivd.s  Cowmpony B, J7%L Chemical Murtor A.ttalion, was relieved
in the early part of tha period. ’ :

D PLU3 25 TO D PLU5 By t- 1-B IULY lo44

The Dlvl ion continucdto m&lutdln positions in the LTTENVILLE Bridgehead
with a fron cens ally #dlong the line as of D cles 14, srations were comple-
ted, reorsanization affectod, and new troops attached for the attack to the west

3 July. The Division was firmly in contact w1th ths 79%h Iuiantry Division on
the rizht and the QOth Iuliutr, Division on the left. 4i wivincs Divisicn Coriand

- “3/& —
RESITRICTZD
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Post was opened at 260895 at 022330 hours.,

385th Glider Infantry Resiment

The regiment continued to hold.p031tions southwest of LA ERALGUERI@
(207875), maintaining contact with the 508th Parachute Irfantrv on the right and
- B07th Parachute Infantry on the leit, The lgt Dattalion remained on the right,
‘2nd Battalion on the left and Sd ﬁattallon in reberve. v _

505th Parachute Infantry Reaimqgl-

The regiment continued to hold positions in the BOIS II¥ LIMORS, with the
1st Dabtalion, 508th Parachute Infantry, attached, on the left, the lst Batta~
©  lion on the right, Patrolling continued. Contact was maintained with the 79th

. Infantry Bivision on the right and the bOBtb Parachute Infantry on the lefts

07th Pargchute Infantry Resimon

The regiment oontinued to hold pos itlong in the vieinity of PRITOT, maine

taining contact with the 90th 1nfqntrv Mivieion on the left and the 325th Glider
Infantry on the right., The lst Jattalion held front line positions with the 3d .
Dattalion in reserve., The 2nd Dattalion rewained attached to the 508th Parachute
Infantry, :

824 Alrborne Division Artillery

Preparations were made to displace ond supvort the attack of the Division
on 3 July, The 319th Glider Field Artillery Battalion remaincd in direct support
of the B508th Parachute Infantry, the 320th Glider Field Aritllery Battalion in
direet supvort of the 325th Glider and 507th Darachute Infantry noglmenta. thp ‘
4£66th Parachute Ficld Artillery Battalion in direct supvort of the 505%th P
chute Infantry. The 87th Armored Field aArtillery 3allalion, less Battory B,
were in genoral sqpport, Company . D, 86th Chemleal Mortar 3attalion (4,2 inch
'mortars), -was placed under Division Artlllory control wnd,attachod to the 505th
Parachute Infrntyy at 011600 July.-- : : o

80th Airborne Antialrcrqft BQttallon

Datteries o and B-were attached to the BOSth Parachute Infantry, Dattery B
to the 507tk PJTEChutG Infahtry dnd Dattery © to the. 508th I qrqchuto Infzntry for
tho 3 July attnck. o :

307th A;rborno Engsincer I attallon

, Two platoons of Company A wore attachod to the 3’5th Glider Infantry. One

Squad -of Coupany 3 was attached to the 507th Parachute Infantry, and two squads

- from Company B werc attached to cach of ‘the 505 and 508 Parachute Infantry Regi-~
menbs, Squada of Company A guarding the brldneﬂ nt JTI“NVILME and VINDJFON;AINE

Wwere' rclloved by Corns engineers on 2 July. :

fgttached'lroopg o

: Company A 712th Tank Battalion, attached to the Dlv1s1on 011150 July, moved
into the bridgehovad aren late on 2 July, The lst Platoon was attached -to the
507th Parachute Infantry and the 2d Platoon to the 325th Glldbr Infantry. . The
80lst Tanmk Destroyer Battalion was relieved from abtachment on 'L July, and the
8034 Tank Destroyer Daktalion was attgbhed on 010100 July. Company A, 807th Tank
Destroyer Gattallon,.renalncd attaclieds compnny D, 86th Chemical Mortar Dattalion
was attached at ‘011600 July, placed undcr control of 82nd Div131on Artlllerj and
later attached tp t§e BOBth Parachute Infwntry.
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 DPLUS 27 ~ 3 JULY 1944

The Division attacked despite heavy wemimfall at 0630 hours after days of
walting, reorganization and preparation. The Division's misgion was to attack,
goize and secure Hills 131 (195875) and 95 (188855 and the high ground mortheast
 of LA HAYE DU PUITS known as the LA POTIRIE RIDCE, -Flanked by the 79th Infantry
Division on the right and the 90th Infantry.Division on the left, the 82d was to-
be pinched out of the VIII Corps atiack and was to assemble and awalb further
orders., The Division attacked according to plan, with the B05th Parachute [nfan~
try on the right, 508th Parachute Infantry. in the ceater and 325ih GLider Infantry
on the left, The 2d Dattalion 507th Parachite Iufantry, initially covered a small
draw between the 3Z25th and 508%h, gtubbora resistunce was offered initially by
the 265th and 353d Gernan Infantey Divisions reinforced by OST Battalions, The
eneny had made good use of the 11 day delay to orgavize an elaborats defense.
However, by ageressive action the Division moved ahead %o selze Hill 131 by noon
and to secure the eastern edge of the LA POTHRIE Ridge, exclusive of the town of
1A POTERIE (221857) by dark. Fighting was sharp and severe and eneny defensive
positions were heavily mined and booby trepped. Many casuelties were inflicted
on the cnemy, The forward Division Counand Post moved to AUVRAIRIE (209887) o

325th Glider Infantry Régj.ment

with the lst Dattalion on the left and the 2d Battalion om the righty the
reginent jumped off at 0630 hours, meeting considerable small arms and nortar
fire, In the vieinity of LA IRANGUZRIE the 3d Battalion was cormitted tempora-
rily to close = gap that had developed between the 2d and lst Battalions at 1000
hours, The 90th Infantry Division on the left flank was held up, leaving the
Tlank exposed and under pressure, Iy 1600 hours the 326th had reached the town oi
FAUDEMER (240868). 4t 1550 hours the regimental objective was changed from Hill -
95 to the eastern cdge of the LA POTERIE Ridge to include the town of LA POTERIE.
The 24 and lst Battalions continucd to attack towards the town, tub increasing
encry opnosition prevented the capture of the town by nightfall, The 34 Dattalior
was again placed in the line, and the reginent dug in preparatory to attacking.
and scizing LA POTERIE the following day, - '

505th Parachute Infantry Reginent

The regiment attacked at 0630 hours initlally with the lst and 24 Battalions
in coluun, the 2d Dattalion leading. DPassing the creek line at ‘VARENGUEDEC, the
24 Battalion scized DUPINERIE Ridge (north of Hill 131) by 033Q hours and resumed
the attack at 1015 hours with the lst Battalion abreast and on the right. These
two battalions, by bold advances, secured the north slope of Hill 131 and the 8T,
SAUVEUR LE VICOMTE —~ LA FAYE DU PUITS Highway by 1225 hours despite heavy enocmy
artilloery fire, nines, and booby traps. The 3d Battallon followed the assault -

" battalions to rop up by-passed pockets of resistance. The rogimental zone wns en-
‘larged at 1550 hours-to include all of Hill 13l. Thke 84 Battblien moved into
position through the 2d and into the 508th Parachute Infantry!s aresn on the south-
‘ern slope of Hill 131, The regiment dug in oy the end of the day along a line
fron LA SANGSURIERE south to LES POULAND and then to a punction with the 508th
Parachute Infantry at BLANCHELANDZ, Prcparations were made to continue the attack
on 4 July. I ' : :

507th Parachute Infantry Regiment =~

The 2d Battalion, under reginental control, attacked at 0630 hours, flanked
on tho left and right by the R 5th Glider and:508th Parachute Infantry Regiments,
‘respectivelys - The Battalion cleared all enemy from its area and reached its ob-
-jective, LA FAUVEMIE (233869), by 1700, Preparations were then made to attack to
the south the noxt day. Other units of the regiment remained in Division reserve
south of VINDEFONTAINE and prepared to follow the advance of the 335th Glider In-
fantry on. Divisien order, The regiment moved to the vicinity of LA DRANVGUERIE at
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1650, Tho lsb Batbalion followed and maintainad contact with the 326th Glider

Infantry, and the 3d 3abtalion protected the Division left flank to the left rear.
of the lst Babttalion. @ - I o T : :

508th Parachute Infantry Regimbnt

gLth the 24 Battalion on the right and the 3d Battalion on the left, the
roginent attacked at 0630 hours, passing through the 1st Battalion!s positionse
The high ground between VARENGUEDRC and LA DAUDIRIE was secured by 0900 hours,
and the lst Battalion moved into reserve in the vicinity of LA COTELLIRIE. The -
24 Tattalion reached the scuthern slopse of HiXlilZl by 1145 hours and was Joined .
by the 3d Battalion by 1600 hours. The reginent nmoved gouth at 2000 hours to oc~.
cupy a zone in the vicinity of LLANCHELANDE, dug in and prepared to attack south
towards the LA POTERIE Ridge. Eneny opposition was moderate heavy during the
action., Extensive nincficlds were encountered. .

‘824 pirborne Difisicn arbillery

, All hattalions fired a preparation to precedg the Division's attack, and durs
ing the entire actlion the battalions‘firedﬂharassihg, interdiction and counter—
battery fires with telling effect despite inclement weather which precluded ac—
curate observation, Reconnalssance was nade to displpes battalions into more
favorable positions closer to the ddvaneing infantry. 4 total 7,727 rounds were
fircd durin;: the period. . ' :

Attached Proops

One Platoon of Company 4, 712%th Tanls Battalion, svppoyted the 325th Glider
Infantry during its attack near LA MMANGUERIE and anothew Platoon supported the
24 Battalion, 507th Parachute Infantry in clearing ibe ponoeiand then wenbiinto il
positions near LA TAUVRERIE. cormanding observabion of the LA POTELIE ~ PRETOT -
Highway. At 1315 one Platoon of Gompany‘A,:803d Tank Destroyer Battalion, moved
to support the 2d Battalion, 508th Parachube Infontry. Company D, 86th Chemical
Mortar Dattelion, was relieved fron sttachrent -to the 505th Parachub e Infantry at
1920 hours snd was abtached to the 325th Glider Infantry. - :

D PLUS 20 —— 4 JULY 1944

The Division reswied its attack at 0800 and by thé end of the day hod secnred
Hill 95 and the LA TOTZIRIE Eidge,against a determined eneny. Many severc counter--
attacks were driven back and any ground lost as a result of the counter thrusts
was rebalzen, MNore than 500 enemy killed and rore than 700 taken prisoner in the
bitter fighting. ' ' '

225th @lider Infantry Regiment

The lst and 34 Dattallions resuned the attack against the town of LA POTERIE
at 0800 hours ond secured it by 1250 hours: The 24 Battalion renained in rescrve.
after passing throuch LA POTERIE the reginent occupied‘defnnsive positions within
its sector and established contact with the 90th Infantry Division on the 82d Akr-
borne Division's left flank. o o : ' : ’ -

505th’Parabhute Infantry Reginent

The 1lst and 23d Dattalions attacked at 0600 to seize the northern slope of Eil
95 and secured this objective by 1150 hours. Mrm contact was made with adjacent
“units. Contact with the 3d nattalion, 3l4th Infantry, 79th Infantry Division, on
the rizht, was nade at 2100 hourse. oo e : .

507 th Parachute Infantry Reginent

The 24 Dattalion revertoed to regimentaijcontrol and moved &t noon to the

(PR A )
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breakthrough positicn in’‘the vicinity of BAYUHELAND, The 34 Battalion noved
into an assenbly area north cf LA POTERIE rnd ablacked att2015 hours through the
508th Paracaute Infantry to seize the wesicra bhill mass at 210850 on LA POTIRIE -
Ridge., The 3d lattalion reached the hiil and was consolidating positions and
establishing contact with adjacent uaite by 2400 hours, The 24 Battaiion attack-

ed at 2200 hours between the 24 and 34 atisiions. 508th Parachutve Infaniry, and

pushed up to the center bill mass of LA PCUTRLE Pidgs dirccily cast of HILL 95,
This Dalbalion.cireiwi *he hill in the darknecs cgainst considerable small arms
and artillery firc and prenarcd to selze it complstely before dayligat. The lst
Jattalion, meanwhile; remained in position to the rear of the 328th Giider Infan-
try olong the Divisionis right flank.

5@8th Parachute Infantryv Regiment

At 0800 the Regimeutv attacked scuth ngainst Hill 95 and the LA POTERIE Ridge.
The 24 Battalion, passiiag throuzh elencuts of the 505th Parachute Infaniry,
seized Hill 95 at 1220. Iacny roesistance was particulariy strong and losses were
heavy on both sides. an encuy couatcrattack at 1400 hours fovced thenld Batitoe
lion back but it retook ths position by 2400 hours despirte considerable ariillery
and small arms fire. The 36 ond lst Dattalions attacked at 0800 ¢unithe left of
the reginental zone, Heavy concentrations of mortar, artillery and suall aris
fire pinned the units down aicng the general line rumning due west from the town
of LA POTERIE and all abtbterpts to reach the objective were repulsed during the
day. The 2d Battalion, B507th Parachute Intantry, noved into position between the
2d and 3d Battalions and launched an atiack against the 3d Babtalion's objective
at 2200, The 34 3attalion. B507th, passed through elements of the 1st and 3d
Dattalions in tts attack at 2015 hours on the eastern edge and northern slopes of
LA POTERIE Ridge.

824 Airborne Division Artillery

Reinforced by eight battalions of VIII Corps artillery, the battalions of
Division Artillery fired numerous concentrations in support of the infantry ad-
vance and succeeded in breaking up eneny countcrattacks in the vieinity of Hill
95 and along the Li POTERIE Ridge. ‘ ‘

Attached Troops

Company D, 86th Chemical kortar Zattalion, was relieved from atbtachment to
the Divieion at 2300 hours, Company A, 607th Tank Destroyer lattalion, was re-
lieved at 1115 hours. One platoon of tanks from Company 4, 712th Tank Battalion,
was relieved fron the 325th Glider Infantry and supported the 508th Parnchute In-
fantry in ropulsing counternttacks in that sector. Guas from the 8034 Tank Des—
troyer Bnttaliion were placed on the scuth slope of Hill 131l to maintain fire on
-the woods south and west of the 506th Parachute Infantry front.

B PLUS 29 — 5 JULY 1944

The Division secured all of the area within its zone of action, nopping up
all remaining pockets of eneny resistance, consolidating defensive positions and
naintaining contact with the adjacent units in their advance to pinch off the
Divisione Corps orders restrained the Division from further advances. Defensive
positicns were cstoblished along the general line from Hill 131 south along the
ST, SAUVEUR LE VICOMTE ~ Li HAYE DU PUITS Highway to the southern slopes of Hill
95 and thence along the southern slope of the LA POTEXKIE Ridge. .

32bth ider Infantry Reqsinent

 The reginent cstablished a defensive line on the forward slopes of the LA
POTHERIE Ridge with the 34 3attalion, 507th Parachute Infantry, attached, on the
reginent!s right flank, "Contact was maintained with the advancing 90th Infantry



Division on the left.

505th Parachube Infantry Réidont | o

. : The‘regiment*maiﬁtainédfdefensiVe nositions on the reverse‘slope of Eill 95
and fron that point north to the bage of Hill 131, Contact was naintained with
the 79th Infantrijivisionfgn‘the ight and:the;BOSth'Paruchuteflnfentry.

507th Prrachute Inféntry”aegiment '

The 2d Dattalion eontinued firting to secure thepwesternmost»hill of the
L4 POTERIE Ridge due énst from Fill 95, ~This ridge was under control at 0700
hours. During the remainder of the doy this vattelionk:illed or destroyed all
enemy within its area, cstnblished contact with adjacent units and strensthened
positions., The 3d Battalion scoured the casternost hill of the LA POZIE
Ridge and was abtached to the Z25th Glider Ianfantry after having established cone—
tact, Tho lsb Dattalion recained in reserve.. ~ .

508tk _Parschute Infonfry Regiment

The lst Bettalion moved into roserve positicns in the vicinity of JLATCHE-
LANDE, The 24 Zattalion clearcd encmy from the forward slepes of 711 131 and
naintained contsact with the BUSth Parachute Infentry. The 38 Oattalion, in the
center of LA POTIERIE Ridse, estaplished defensive positicus between the 2d 3at-
‘talion, BO7th, end the 3d Jattalion or 11 131, The reziment suffered fron
encLy concentrations of artillery fires Aall eneny were cleared froi the reginen~
‘tal scetors : R

824_arrborac Divisgicn artilloery '

oAl battalions assisted in hreaking wp eneny counterattacks,1particular1yrin
the 5C7th Parachite Infantry arca. Ehe 4564h Parachute Ficld artillery Dattalicn
was ordered to reinferce fires of the 319th Glider Field Artillery Tattalion whick
was still in direct support of the 508th Parachute Infontry. ammunition exponded

during 4he day totalled 2,733 rounds. H

D PLUS 50 T D PLUS Bl = 6-7 JULY 1944

~* The Division nalntained and. strengthened defensive positions, drove out all
attenpts Ly the eneny to infiltrate natrols through the sectnr, and naintained
‘contact with the 79th Infantry Division cn the right and the %0th Infantry Divi-
sicn on tho left. The 24 Tattalion, 325th Glider Infantry, neved into position
between the 2d and 34 3attaliﬁns, 507th Porachute Infantry. The 505th Parachute
Infantry sector was enlarged to include the eastern slopes of #ill 95, and, with
24 Dattalion, 508th Parachute Infontry, attached, clearcd the area of infiltra~
ting ereny patrols. 4t 070800 July the Division regrouped its forces, nlacing
225th Glider and 508th Parachute Infontry Reginents in reserve and naking £05th
~and B07th Parachute Infentry Resiments responsible for the rizht and left portivns
respectively, cf the Division'!s front lines.

g

- p.PILUS 32 T0 D PLUS 35 = @-11 JULY 194%

e

~ The Division reverted to Corps reserve and was relieved of all attachments.
‘The 8th Infantry Nvision passed thrcuzh the Divisionls positions to continuc the
attads Bo the gouth on € July, D plus 32, The Division agsmmbled and on 11 July -
withdrew into Flrst Afny Teserve, It then moved to Utah Scach preparatory to.its
roturn to bage corips in ENGLAND. oo o

.Upén"rdturning'ﬁq“base‘Canés the division {rrediatbly bogan an inteasive
training progrom, Tho dgivision had-not rectived reinforcements in Irance. and the
Infantry losses wero particularly heavy, cne.company coning-out. of -the lines with
a strength of only sixteen officers and enlisted men. ’
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Refitting also occupied much of the time: however, by mid-August this phase
had been nccomplished and training doninabed the nctivities. One phase of the
training included teosts to deternine the possibilities of employing heavy bombers
in air landing operations. Doth %ae 17 aud 3-24 were used in these testse

Major General MATTHEW 3, RIGELY l.afi: ths Tivisicn to.becone Jomnanding
General of XVIIT Corne (Alrborme!. =nd Twigadier Geweral JAMES M, GAVIN assux.led
ccormand of the 24 Alrvorne Diviglion,

As the nonih of August ended the Division was noving %o takeoff airfields in
the 3ritish Midlande 1n J)m::")cmM ioa ftor a ..«1...s's’:or. in TELGI u;!I 'i;hat'. was cancelled
less thaon 24 ncuars pricr Yo scheddled Takcoff e, The Div ‘s next nisgsion
bezan 17 Scpvenber when 1t junped and giided into the NIJME _:u.\f 4,{8,,,\]” :GROBSDEER
area of tho NETHERLATDS,




© 82D ATRBORNE DIVISION

ASTIH 1IN NORMANDY, FRANCE

SEeTION 111

HHMHEFRRO D0

UISTRIBUTION
Airborne Headquurters Offices Within Division
FaA 2 CG 1
11th Abn Div 1 Asst CG 1
13th Abn Div 1 c/s 1
101 Aibn Div 1 1
17th Abn Div (?) 1 G-2 1
Preht School 2 G-3 1l
Abn Board 2 G4 1
' G=5 il 1
Hi?ner Headquarters ' AG File 1
- Sp Trs O's Club 1
AB of S G-2, +ID, ‘ IG 1
WD GS ' 1 S1z 0 1
FUSA 1 Chem O 1
VII Corps 1 Fin O 1
VIII Corps 1 JA 1
o . . . : Div Surg 1
Lower Headquarters \ Ord O 1
QM 1
325th G1i Inf 50 SS0 1
504th Precht Inf 50 ' Eangr 1
505th Preht Inf 50 TRO- i
S08th. Prcht Inf 50 Div Assn , -8
Hq & Hq Btry, Div _ Div Historian 2
Arty 10 ) : Hg Cmdt 1
319th G1i FA Bu 1R , . :
520th G1i FA Bn L 10 . Courtesy Copies
376th Preht BA Bn 10 : )
456th Preht FA Bn 10 Gens Eisenhower
80th Atn AA Bn 10 ) Gsne Bradley
307th Abn Epsr Bn 10 ‘ ' Infgntry School
407th Abn QM Co 5 v C & GS School
307th 4ibn Med Co S Supt. USHA
782d Abn Ord Maint Gen. Ridgway
€o 5 Gen, Gavin
824 ibn Sig 6o 5 Gen. March
Div Hg Co 2 Gen, Eaton
Sp Trs _ 2 Col. Tucker
82d Prceht Maint Col. Ekman
: Co 2 Cole Wienecke
82d 4bn Ren Plat 2 Col. Billingslea
824 Abn MF Plat 2 Cole Griffith

Field O's with Div at
time, one each 60 (est)

RESTRICTED

—————-.—.-—.——--—.
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ACTION IN NORATDY, FRANUE

JUNE ~ JULY 1344

SECTION IV -- NNEXES

1. Fersonel
ns Command and Staf?
b, Trcop List

(1) Orgarie
(2) sttached

¢. Consolidated list of aircruft,
Personnel and Vehicles of
FOI‘COS f‘A" , "B" and "C?' R
4. Casuclties
(L) casunltvies resulting from _
Parachvte drops and Glider
lclnd.l fl"'s [y
(2) Consolidated cﬂsuxlty reports
by units.
(3) inalysis ofcBfisrnprmocanvh’iiles.
(4) Analysis of e=sualties by branch,
2+ 4lr Resupply
3. Alr Movement Table

4« Chart: Departurc Airfields
4. Drop cnd Landing Patterns

a. Parachute Drops

b, Glider Landings

5. Statistical Study of Glider Landings

6., @hart: D-Day to Df2

7. Chart: DZ3 %o DL (MERD hhT Ranr Crossing)

8. Chart: Dg7 (CRETTEVILLanBAUPTE).

9« OChart: DF8 to DAL2 (ST« SAUVEUR LE VICONTE)
10w Chart: DF13 to D18 (ETIENVILIE BRIDGEHEAD)
11. Chor%: DA25 %o D33 (Hills 131 and 95 - Li
FOTERIE RIDGE)‘

RESTRIGTED

e aw gt e o -t wv —



—

ANVEX NO, 1 A 'TO
ACCOMPANY HISTCRICAL .
NARRATIVE TOR NORMANTWV

COMMAND

DARYL

4 J.LJ. X‘ CI0W T4 f 'f

Comuannding General
Assistant Commanding General
Assistan? Comnanding General

€86 Glider Infwibry Regiment
504 Parachute Tnfantry Regiment
- 805 Parachute Infantry Resiment

8507 Parachute Infantry Regiment

508 Parachute Infantry Resiment

82nd Airborne Division aAriiilery
teiion Lisutenant Colomel JiiES C. TODD
lery Zatitalion Lieutenant Colonel PLUL IZ. WRIGHT

319 Glider PField Artillery 3¢
320 Glider Field Artil
376 Parachute Field ari»ilery

Battalion

456 Parachute Field Artillery
_)'a.tt'al;.o

80 A.J.rborno Antiaircraft Dattalion

307 Airborne Engineer Battalion
(Less C Coupany)*

307 Alrborne iedical Company

407 Airborne guaseruaster Company
782 ,Airborne Ordamnce Maintcnance

Company

82nd Airborno Division Headquarters

Com:
82d Airborne Sismal Company
82d Airbornc Reconnaiss

sany

5L

82d Airborno Military Police Platoon la jor FR
82d Parachutc Maintenance Compary

(¥rovisional)

Chief of Staff

AC cf 8, G-1

$oF S &8

AC of Sy G"‘$

.-.—..—....—.—..._.—.-—....

nce Platoon First Lle‘)tcnmt JOSEH V.

Major Genmeral MATTHAYW 3. RIDGWAY,
Brigndier Ge‘u;a.'_ JAMES M. GAVIN
Brigndier General GHORGE 2, HOWELL

Colonel EHARRY L; LEWLS

Colonel REULIM ’I. TUCKER

folonel WILLIAM B, ZEMAW .

(Colonel GSCaG_u 7. MILLET (Ceptured Dy enemy c

or atout 8 June 194

(Lieutmar't Colonel ARTHUR 4. MAIOKEY (Fron o/
: 8 Junc

(Colonel EDSCH D 7 (From 15 June 1944)

Colonel #OY Z LIFIQUIST

Colonal FRANCIS A. HMARCH

ooy

4

- Lieutenant Colonel WILDUR ., GRIFFITH

Lieutenant Colonel WACHIR J. D'ALFSSIO
Lieutenant Colonel HATHOND E. SIVGLETON
(Licutenant Colonel ROSIRT S. PALMIER (Capturec
by eneny on or about § June 1944)

(ilajor BEIVIN A, LEDZLL (From 8 June 1944)
(¥ojor WilLI&M H., EOUSINY (Kilied 6 Junc 1944)
(dajor JER"Y J. BILDZN (From 6 June 1944)
Captain SAVUEL H. LAYS ' .

Captain JZFF DAVIS, JR.

Captain GEORGE J. CLAUSSHV

First Lieutenidnt RODERT 3., NZRF
DIMASI
EDEAICK 6. MO COLLUM
Ca‘atain uAu__vS E. GRIFAIY

(Colonel RALPH P. BATON (Injured in glider c
5 June 1944
(Colonel ZDSON D. RAFF (Acting &-15 June)
(Licutenant Coloasl ROSTWE H, vIWECKE
(Acting 15 June il July)
( Lieutenant Coloncl »’%m:/ 1«; O We SCHELLHAMM:
(Hisabsaant ofonel
(Iieutenant Colonel

VTS has B Hifrine
(Licutenant Colonel HZWERY 4 ADATS (Acting 3
June - 5 July)
(Lisutenant Golonel B“T\T‘\I*’ Ae ZITN (Wounded 7
) . June 19“.:‘)
(11 eut-enemt Coloncl FRAT W. MOORLAT (From 7
' June 1944)




Inspector iGeneral
Signol Officer

Adjutant déneral
Judge Advocate
Surzcon

Finmice Offiscr -

Chaplain:
Ordnance Officer

Quarternaster Officer
Headquarters Comnandant
Provost Marcghall -

Special Service Officer
Military Governm ent Officor

HOTES: *During NORMANDY Operntion rounined in base eaps in the United

Kingdon.

.

. Tdentenant Colonel CHARLES M. DARRETT

b( Capusin ROZEZRT H. FU’RMAN (Agtln ;j‘rom B i

| ‘(” ubenant Colonel WOLOTT L, ETIENE
(Major WALLZAM G» 1INDSTROM (&cting from
. Iu eutenant Colonel WTT
(Tieutensmt Coelonsl JOSHUA A FINKLE
" (Captain WILLIAM 3 MO GUIRE (Acting from
Iieutenant Colonel JOHN M. MO"IRL AL

 Major FREDIRICK G. MG GOLLUM

tennnt Colonel TRANK W. MCORMAN

June

..|

Licusenany Colonel RAYMOND M. IBRIT’I‘ONV‘
.ulult(; neat Colonel CASIKIR D, MOSS

-4

(4vvnded 6 June 1944)

7 June 1r4d)
Lo B, JOENSON
Ieabenan® Coloual GROL

, ?
+F Do RIDDLE

(Wourded 7 Jume 1944 .

Ma"OI‘ ID.U Ca FA.IT.LJ.~

Capbain “RUDRIL CK R. 0ITO
Gap‘oaln PEEER QBOUVALOF““



ANNEX NO. 1 B'TO o o o
ACCOMP/NY HISTORICAL :
" NARRATIVE FOR NORMANDY

TROOP LIST

ORGINIC*

Headquarters and Headquarters Company, €23 Airborne Division
Headquarters and Headquarters Compzny, 23 Alrborne Frigade
Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 824 Airborne Division nrtLllC
325161ider Infantry Regiment

504 Parachute Infantry Regiment*

505 Parachute Infantry Regiment

507 Parachute Infantry Regiment

8§08 Pzrachute Infantry Regiment

319 Glider Field Artillery Battalion

320 Glider Field artillery Battalion — -
376 Parachute Field Artillery Battalion*

456 Parachute Field Artillery DBattalion

80 iirborne Anti-Aircraft Battalion

397 Alrborne Engineer Pattalion

307 Alrborne Medical Company

407 Airborne Quartermaster Company

782 Airborne Ordneznce Maintenance Company

82 Alrborne Signal Company

82 Airborne Military FPoliee Platoon

82 Alrborne Reconnszlssance Platoon (Provisional)

82 Airborne Parachutc Muintenance Cempany (Frovisional)

UNIT |  ATTACIED DATES
C Company, 746 Tank Battalion v : 1 June =-~11 June
A Company, 746 Tank Battalion - ‘13 June --21 June
& Company, 712 Tank Battalion 4 . 1 Tuly -~ 8 July
C Company, 889 Tank Destroyer Battallon 1 June -<19 June
A Company, 607 Tank Destroyer Battalion. © 19 Juné =- 4 July
o 801 Tank Destrover Battalion . B 30 June -- 1 July
= 803 Tank Destroyer Battalion ' 1 July -- 8 July ' Y
B Troop, 4 Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron 1 June --23 June
87 Armored Field Artillery Battalion ] 1 June -~ 8 June, 14 June -
188 Field Artillery Battalion o ' 12 June -~ 8 July & July
172 Field Artillery Dattalion 16 June --19 June ’
D Company, 86 Chemical Mortar Battalion = 'L July -- 4 July
B Company, 87 Chemical Mortar Battalion - 15 June 8&-21 June

. 3809 Quartermaster Truck Comapny
- 3810 Quartermaster Truck Compahy
1 Platoon, 464 Ambulance Gompany, 31 Medical Group
493 Collecting Company, 179 liedicgl Battalion _
374 Collecting Company, 50 Medical Puttalion @
- 429 Litter Bearer Platoon o
591 Collecting Cos:pany
1lst Platoon, 603 Quartermaster Graves Registration Gompany

NOTE: *504 Parachute Iufantry Regiment, 376 Parachute Fiold Artillery
~Battallon, and C Ouipany, 307 Airborne Encineer Battalion remain-
ed in base camps, United Kinmdam after returing from ANZIO, ITALY.

R ESTRIC T ED

e e e - e iy v o




ANEX 1 CTO
ACCOMPANY HISTORICAL
' NARRATIVE FOR NORMANDY -

CONSOT.IDATEB LIST OF ATRCRAFT, PER&JO}.\I\ EL AND MAJOR
EQ,IIIHJE“IT OF FORCES "A®, "B J\;D el -

Fozacﬁc MAM (PARACHUTE)

UNIT &¢  DERSONNEL - GUES

Div Hg, 824 Abn 9 ' : 105 -

508th Proht Inf ur 189

507tk Preht Inf o 2004 -

505th Prcht Inf 117 " 2085- 2 7Emm Pack How
307th Abn Engr 3o 9 I 7O |
82d son P/F Grps  __9 - _ 54

TOPEL . 378 6396

FORCE " 3" (GLIDER)

-

wir A/C  PIRSONWEL  GWNS  TBKS 1/47  ILRS M‘
Div Hy, 824 Abn Div 19 185 | _ 12 g 4
624 ibn Bem Plat 13 . 49 B 4
824 Abn Div Arty . 11 50 4 3
624 #bn Sig 0o 15 82 o 4 5
80th 4bn AADn 57 228 24 57um AT 27 . 15
307th Abn Med Co .20 144 18 14
2074k 4bn Eagr on 0 e 5 3
819th Gl Fi o ©  m2 127mEow 2 17
320th GL FA3n 54 343 12 105m How 30 20
&26th Gl Inf . - 129 1841 9 57om AT . 28 15
2d n, 40lst G Inf 43 459 - 6 5
| Comd Vehs, 505, 507, | |
508 Proht Infs 15 22 . .13
| WL - 4B 3871 193 - 105 13



_EQRCE not ( SEMOB;IE')‘

HIlT.I_T. 1 ERS- 2% T lT l?,T 3/4T ,4‘3'1'“ -7 Bmm 3/4’1‘ 1/4:3... 1/41
' ONITEL TRE IR TRE W/$ - DUME HOW . AMB . TRK TRT,

824 4bn DivHg ) W 1 e w1

505th' Prnb.t In:f.‘ 83

PR
i X

'softh Prcht Tnf ’{ v
508th P.ccht Imf 64
Soseh @' Tat - T

Hy & Hq Btry, o g |
82d #bn Div Arty 19 3 .3 1

/310t O 7 Fn A
320th GL FA B s 8 3 12 1
456th Proht FAB 471 15 15 13 10 a1

80th 4bn Ak Ba, L | o
Bn Hg & Yed Det - 258 24 (36 50-cal . AA mg) 12 6

307th g’anarl‘n.' 65 2 2z 4
820 Abn Slg - e T
\30'7th Abn Mad o 26 ‘1(_1"“’32@‘)', 5 .8

87d Abn Ord Maint \ . , -
G 68 6 3 - ; 3

3

407thAonQM Co 59 _ o | 3 3

1

82d fbr-MP Blat © 30 1 ' .3

3809 O Trk Go- - 115 53 - TR

~ 3810: QM. Trk: Co. - A5 8% LTI . 3
TCEALS . - 1712 140 37 C60 34 4 10 8 55 53

o

s\ S . '- s ‘_
FORCE "B" - BgYL LT

- N

FGRCE ?Is Al gwqg_ o ‘ Tt

'TOTAL ’119":9;.

!
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RESTIRILCIED

ANNEX 1 D TO
ACCOMPANY EI STORI CAL
NARRATIVE FOR NORMANDY
CASUAITIES
1o 82D ATRBORNE DIVISION CASUALTIES:
a, Recapit_txlation —
" | NUMBYR, .  PER CENT
* Committed Strength 11,77 10000
Total Casualties - 5,436 46,18
Killed in action or" L o
died ¢f wounds ‘ ‘ , 1,142 9,70
Wounded - 24373 . 20616 -
Missing or known : ' .
captyred . . : : - 840 - 13
Bvacuated Sick : 377 o 320
Bvacuated Injured ‘ 704 5,98 \

¥0rganic Troops Only

be Casualties from. Parachute drops and glider landvings:‘ See Annex
1D (1), -

Cce Consolidated casualty reports by units: See Annex No. 1 D'(Z).'

‘ de Analysis of Officer Casualties: See Annex Wo. 1 D (3).

NOTE: The tabulation shown in this annex was prepared on information available as
26 July 1944 and therefore is somewhot inwomplete in respect to final adjusted
figures., It does, however, give a reliable indication of casualties among officers
of the Division. ' ‘ '

es ftnalysis of casulties by branchy See Amnex Woo 1 D (4.
NOTE: The tabulation shown in ‘this snnex was prepared on information available as
of 26 July 1944 and therefore is somewhat incomplete in resrect to finzl adjusted
figuress It does, however, give a relinblc indication of casualties by branch of
service, ' - ' o '
. 2. EVRMY CASUALTIES:
&e Personnel ~-

(1) ZEstimated krilled in major battles only —— 1,500

(2) Coptured = 2,156 T ‘

(3) During its compaien in NOAMAWDY the 824. Airborne Division was
engaged with all or major portions of five different enemy divi-
slons, including the 9lst, 243d, 77th, 265th and 353d, It is
estimatcd that the 91st and 265th Divisions were virtually des—
troy=d as effective fighting units,

- . bs Materiel; The return of the Divisbon to the United Kingdom prevent..
ed a thorough search of territory gained during the period 3-8 July 1944, However,
a summary of enemy materiel known eapturcd cr destroyed by the 82d Airborne Divisiam
Iin NORMANDY is as follows: . : :

Tanks, all types 62
Iight Recornaissance Vehicles A 2

It
It
I
=
[
e
la
I3
It
fo
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RESZRLCOL

e
=

D

4nti-tank gmns (all calibers)
Anti-aircraft guns (all calibers)
Self-propelled guns (all calibers)

Artillery field pieces (all types).

;
)

e
o m T o
 RESTRICIED
. »
. -
~e - -

24

14
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ATTEX 0. 1 D (1) TO
ACCOHPANY HISTORICAL .
VARRATIVE FOR VORMANDY

Tollowing is a report of
Division Inspector General -n

“1944:

i submitted

CASUALTIES RESULTILG FROL. PARACHUTE IROPS

A'D GLIDER LAVDITGS

for your information:

n. Dispersion: See anncxes 4 and 5

b. Landingsg 6296.pératroopers dropped.

(D)

Casualties:

an officinl investigation conducted by the
d submitted to the nNivision Commander 25 July

In compliance with your directive dated 13 July 1944 the following data

- A
Imown drowned as a result of the drop S 36 .56
Paratroopers abandoned to the enemy ns a result of
jump injuries . h 63 .98
Injured in jumping and evacuated by friendly forces . 173 2.7

(2} One complete stick from the 507th is still missing.

(3) Yo sticks were destroyed completcly by loss of aircraft before
jumping. ' .

(4) oOut of 337 CG-4i's and 187 Horsas used, five (5) CG-4a's are
«till unaccounted for. These five (5) 0G-4A's were cub loose
shortly after making a landfall on the west const of the
peninsula and are all from the 80th .iA Battalion. Two are
reported to have been the result of tow ropes severed by A4
fire, : o ' ‘

(5) Cosualties iff ZLIAGT serinaksy 5

DAYLIGHT  DARKITESS

Total corried 2975 ‘ 957.

0. % ro. %
hiad 28  1.35 23 2.4
AN 204 7.29 118 12.2
CKIa 14 1.4

0 0.

(6) The percentnge chance of becoming a cAsualty:'

Zorsas
CG~4A

)

DAYLIGIT
10.5%
5.8%

 DARKNESS

.16.2%
10.7%

6

The following equipmen® was unservicenble due to landings:

TRAILERS

AN

GUITS

T0. CARRIZD ¥0. 9

70, CARAIED

Daylight

Horsas 5
ce-4A 14

§0. % ¥0. CARRIZD  10. &

12.1

20. 7 -5

. <.

41 3 9.3 . 32

2 25

2 22.

8
9
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' ~JEPS SRR . TRAILTRS _ __ous
1‘.‘0 . ) b{? ?L»O K Cf‘RP.I :JD " . ‘l—O v 'j’.) . }.\_O . \/.ar) 50 0 -‘:o . .‘ 49__ 4.'0 . G;LRRIQD

o -®l.6 . 60 .11 28, - %™ 7 B8, 12
CG-44 11 ¢ 47,8 2 1 0. 57035 28

(8) Tﬁcré +st ore lﬂowﬂ cwse oocurrod of tow rope breaﬁln& during
flighty ”hls was a “ﬂuaA.‘;

7;wses of gliders Dulliré 1oo e in flight durlﬂa

| /s/t/ 0.7. BARRATT, JR.,
.,,.,t Col'., I ’rD, -
i Inspector General,
FOTE: There'are minor diserepancies betweon this report and innexes 1 C
s and 3 in respect to numbér of gliders and numbor of vehicles.
.
b
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o
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ANNEY %0, 1./D;(3) TO. : T ‘ - ' ~OPERATION NEFTUNE
 HISTGRICAL KiRRATIVE ro o . | 82D ATRBORNE DIVIDION -

\ORNANDY . , B S - ANALVSIS GF CFFICER CLSUALTIES
. : ' A R v (AdJu%ted Julv 26, 1944)

L3

STCK 1N

s

. T TFOONDED
KTA  : INJURED
JINF. 0QTH _: INF OTH

“TOTAL %
CASUALTIES

COVTITIRD :  TOTAL
STRENCTH : CLSUALTIES .

N RETURNED |
: HOSPITAL CART T0 DUTY

:_INF__OTH

MIA
INF OTH

e o .

ee o0

anfise oo s
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{ ANNEX NO. 1 L (4) 40
LCCOMPLLY HISTORTC: L
WAITTIVE FC! O NDY

——

STRENGTH

T CONMITTED T

~TOTAL

AVALYSIS OF CESUAL‘TES BV “R HCH .

:  CASUALTIES

Q EM

e m mt e eren eme

C\.

.
.

ETE .

TOTALY. i

<L QTT, T
C ";"\J:T

R
C

— . —— ——— — -

- e ey o e it - e o — e v —

. OPERPATION NEPTUNE
- . 82D ATRBORNE :TVIS

RS i YILLED ¢ 7
meoe O '”E" :_AC

TSEINC

S TON

(:DIUTED as of 26 Julv 1044)"

: Oi

e ol i

CATTERED
M

TTTEY

: 0 BN

Sick.

‘:Ov'

VECUETHD -
:Injured

Mo

: Woinded
0 BM

vDIV.TROUPv 57144’ 1282 ¢ 33 '239 : 2.9 - 18.7: 5 37: 8 6L : '2,3“23”9 7 37 :10 81
GLIDLE Liw : 104 2177 + €8 1263 : 65.3  ©8.0: 21 18%: 1 70 = D 4149 1 13 17€ 1 29 683"
'PRCHT INF %; 452 5622 : 268 3166.:,59.5 =6.2: 70 534; 54 738 : ;=5 164 ; ?1 338 :114 1392
DIV ARTY | : 121 1256 : 23 104 : 19.0  1%.4; 11 40z 2 i 1 6 2 71 . 775
JEDICAL ~ : 64 548 ¢ 10 156 s 20,6 28.4r 1 173 4 32 c2 20:. 3 :12 84
@rAL:  : 88% 10885 : 411 K018 + 46.4  46.1: 108  813: 67 903 115 362 @45 €25 1172 2315
AGCREGLTE i 11770 't 5420 i 461+ 921 1o 970 s 4 ;377 i 670 i 2487
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| ANNEX §O. 2 10 | .
ACCOMPANY HISTORI GAL - !

NARRATIVE FOR FORMANDY

i

: AIRBISUPPLY.
o b S Bl o

Following is a repobt subhiticd by the Ascistant Shief of Staff, G-4 on
25 July 1944, A h s

L _Resupply duringéoperqtioq FEPTULS breaks down intovﬁwo phases.,

_ Ehase-f} Antomﬁtig resupply dropped by‘parachuté»the morning of D
plus 1l.. o : . C : .

- Phase II. Resupply on call delivered by glider at various times
aften break through occurred and beachead was sufficiently orgrnized to
permit gliders to land on the beach or large fields without opposition.

i

‘gﬁ Phase I. This was 2 preanrangc& deiivery,of hbout 250:tons of all
types of expendable. supplies —- moinly ammunition. Of the 250 tdns, only

about 200 tons left the UK due to non—availability of equipment in UK. This
was dropped in énd around the Division aren. About 50% was'picked up at once

—— gome items reacking small groups who were still isolated west of the
KERDERET River: Some undoubtedly fell in Germon hands. L continuing search
was made for these bundles and' it is believed that we evensually found aboutb
70% or 140 tons of this equipmenti o

”

3, TFhase II. Deliveries during this period were in response to our
requests for siunal equipment, crow-served wespons, insluding artillery
pieces, and GAMHOY grenades. 41l of this eouipment nrrived safely and
renched this Pivision except for 6000 GaHMOY gronndss- logt due to our .not o
sending a represcatative,to follow this property through to this Division.
4 1list of major items of those shipments follows: :

1

4 -'57mm,‘AT guns 3 - lOSmm,‘Mﬁ‘HbWS

19 - 8imm : . 11,000 - GAMHOE grenados
20 - 60mam e e L. 4 - 8CR-193 '
10 - MG - .. 74— SCR-RB4
20 - HHG . S 7 3 - S0R-200
£0 - ATRL. L ' A5 miles wire, 130
4 .. 75mum, Pack Hows , .1 ton batteries |

i

;

h s N
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RESTRICTED

AWWEX FO. 3 TO ‘
ACCOMPAFY HISTORICAL
FARRATIVE FOR SORLAVDY

AIR MOVTZNT TABLES
. / ’
Extracted from officinl air movement tables mublishced in Field Orders of

the 824 Airborne Division and the 52d and 534 Troop Ca¥rier Wings. Codc namcs
were thosc assigned by Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary Force.

AIZ TOVAELEYT TABLE - PARLCHUTE

Takeoff

Dz

DZ

NS A L A A Y- . 4

'sér« Airborne Unit UsTse Yo.
ial Unit /¢ sirficld , Tine
4 824 Pathfinders 1st P/F 3 T. “dithan o 0121
5  82d Pathfinders 1st P/F 3 T, *itham 0138
6 82d Pathfinders 1st P/F 3, ¥. vitham T 0202
~ 1ISSION MBeSTON!
: (>~ DI‘;Y)
17 2 Bn 505 Prcht Inf 316 Gp 36 Cottesnore 0 0151
18 3 Bn 505 Prcht Inf 316 Gp 36 Sottesmore 0 0157
19 1 Bn 505 Proht Inf 315 Gp 36) | -
Hq & Hq Co 505 | - 9)48- Spanhoe 0 © 0203
. Plat 207 Abn Engr 3n - 3) -
Det. Eg 82 ibn Div - :
20 2'Bn 508 Prcht Inf 314 Gp . 36 Saltby. i 0208
21 Hq & Hq Co 508 314 Gp 9)
’ Co B (~) 307 Engr ) 24 . © Saltby it 0214
Force WA" Hg o 9) '
22 .1 Bn 508 ?rcht_xnf' 312 Gp 36 Folkinghom iy 0220
23 3 3 508 Prcht Inf 313 Gps . 36 Tollkingham T 0226
24 2 Bn 507 Pocht Inf 6l Gp 36 Barkston T 0232
' . - Co Heath
25 3 3Bn 507 Prcht Inf 6l Gp- 36  Barkston T 0238
» B : ' ' ’ Heath
26 1 Bn 507 Prcht Inf _ 442 Gp 36) 45 Fulbock T 0244
. . ) 9)
1iI SSI0F "EFREEPORT!
(D PLUS OFE)
- (RESUPPLY)
%8  Resupply 61 Gp 47 Barkston 0 0811
- Heath ‘




Ser--
ial

Airborne Unit

- Takeoff

Airficld

Dz-

Dz

Mne

- 40

41

Ser-
ial

" Resupply

Resupply

Resupply

- 318 Gp

46

FAMAT. AT _--;
TOTT AIRCRAFT

AT LS ey AT
FOLITIIL N

Saltby

fottosmore

378

DEs

fA/C ,

- AR IDVET TANLE - 611
. i R .
Lirborne Unit Usmoo ife. Glidors -
Unit C& Hor~ .

LA s -

Tak coff ZZ

Alrfield -

0817 -

0623

0629

LZ
Time-

28

30

31

32

24

_ 82 "Abn

Btrys 4 & 3 80
Abn A4 Bn .
Hq 83 pbn Div (=)
ASP (Glider)

Div arty

82 sbn Sig Co

Btry ¢ 80 Abn
" Aa Bn

Hq 82 sbn Div

md Ve, Div Eq
82 Abn Sig Co
ASP (Glider) -

82 ibn Div Arty .

HEg 80 ibn-AA Bn

507 ibn lied Co

182 Ren Pint

82 iba Sig Co
Hg 82 bn Div
ASP Vehicles (Prcht)

319 Gli 7 3o
720 Gli FA Bn
82 Abn Div Arty -

. 207 Apn Hed Co

Co 4 307 4bn
‘Engr BEn (=)

320 Gli Fa Bn

1 Bn 325 Gli Inf

Co A 307 Abn

. o prcer
CLISSIOL

486 Gp -

1 " IETROT A

(o-2: ;Y\; :

437 Gp 52

HISSIGY "FLIRAM
{(D-DaY)

Gp 26

50

435 Gp 60

42

DO

13

O W0

e S

12 38

MISSICL “GALVESIONM

(LD PLUS OKE)

437 Gp 50

Ingr 3n
: ; RESTRITSTTED
-~ I . : oy -

28

4 3

T

Ramsbury O

Rmsbury ¥

“Greenhanm W

Comrions.

Membury W

Welford - ¥

Remsbury W

0400

2110

2120

2310

0700



RZSTRICIZID
‘Ser=  Airborne Unit USTSC Yo. Gliders - Takeoff Lz = 1Z
ial ‘ - Unit alc oo For- Arfield Time
— e sa -
35 ° Hq & Hq Co 325 424 Gp ‘50 40 ildermaston ¥ 0710
Gli Inf : :
82 Abn Div Arty 5
Co » 307 Abn ZEngr Bn : 2.
82 Abn Ren Plab -2
Cmd Veh 8508 Prcht Inf 1
MISSION MEaCIKEN 54CK!
~ (D_PLUS 0r'F)
36 2 Bn 335 Gli Inf 439 &p 50 10 15  Uppotery ~ ¥ 0900
: 2 Bn 401 Gli Inf 10 15 :
37 2 B 325 Gli Inf Sply “lop 0 18 0910
2 Bn 401 Gli Inf Sply 18
Serv. Co 325 Gli Inf . 3
(md Veh 505, 507, 508 1
Prcht Infs : e
TOTALS 428 240 188
- HOTZE: Figures for Hg., 82 ibn Div Hq include Div Hq Co and 82 Abn MP Plat, -



