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HQ. XVIII AB Corps
Office of the AC of S G-

PI Section
PI CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF LZs and DZs OF

AREAS NOS. 1-5
OPERATION MILAN TWO

Area No. 1

Description of Fields: There are approximately 60 suitable fields
in this area. Average size as follows;

100 by 230 yds - 40 fields
125 by 250 yds - 12 fields
150 by 300 yds - 8 fields

Obstacles:

Rating:

Steep hills and wooded areas in North and West portions;
Vineyards and steep slopes. along the RHINE RIVER, and
other streams; Orchards and tree-lined roads.

LZs - fair
DZs - fair

Area No. 2

Description of Fields: There are 88 suitable fields in this area.
Average sizes as follows:

125 by 250 yds - 56 fields
225 by 350 yds - 25 fields
300 by 500 yds - 7 fields

Obstacles:

Rating:

Obstacles in this area are tree-lined roads connecting
towns; quarries, high tension lines, vineyards, orchards,
and wooded areas.

LZs - Good
DZs - Good

Area No. 3

Description of Fields: There are approximately 12 suitable fields
in this area, with average size as follows:

lnfl by 2O vds - 6 Liel(J
'30 by 2. - 1 fie&

btY 47u
0 T s'efields are n . - .;jether and are surrounded

by forests.

Obstacles:

Rating:

Steep hills and forests and high tension line running
through area.

LZs - Poor
DZs - Poor

Area No. 4

Description of Fields: There are only approximately 6 fields
suitable in the entire area. Average size of these
fields is 150 by 250 yds.

Obstacles:

Pating:

Steep hills and forests throughout area; orchards and

tree-lined roads in cultivated sections; many scattered
trees are found in the cultivated fields.

LZs - poor
DZs -poor



HQ. XVIII AB Corps m
Office of the AC of S,G-29
PI Section

PI CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF LZs and DZs OF
AREA NOS. 1-5 (Continued)

OPERATION MILAN TWO

Area No. 5
Description of Fields: Cultivated and open fields are found

scattered throughout area but are isolated by forests
and are located on hills and ridges. The few fieldsthat occur on gentle slopes are filled with scattered

trees.

Obstacles:

Rating:

Steep hills and wooded sections throughout area; Vineyards,railroads, roads, deep gullies and streams. Scattered
trees in cultivated fields.

LZs - poor
DZs - poor
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HQ. 1XVIII A/B Corps
Office of the AG of S
G- 2 PI SectiQn AREA NO. i

Information as of
19 Sept. 44

PI REPORT OF L2s and DZs

Location:

Topography:

Surface:

Des-cription

Area lies N of Rhine River and W of Wied River and extending
N from the Rhine to an E- W line through HAiQERSTEIN.

Steep hills rising to heights of 300 meters are found in
North and West portions of area. These hills taper to
gentle slopes in area between WOLLEORF and RODE'IACH
and between LtEUTESDORF and HULL BERGt

50% of entire area is heavily wooded. In the portion
between LEUTESDORF and HAMMERSTEIN extensive vineyards
cover the steep slopes along the Rhine River and extend
inland along small streams flowing into the Rhine. Less
extensive vineyards are found along the bank of the Rhine
from LEUTESDORF to junction of Wied River. 30% of the
are~uis in open cultivation, and the remainder is villages
and towns.

of Fields: Fields are made up of several different crop"
plots, but no obstructions can be seen between plots. The
fields are separated by secondary roads and fences. Although
an accurate count and measurement has not been made, there
are approximately 60 suitable fields as follows:

100 by 230 yds - 40 fields
125 by 250 yds - 12 fields
150 by 300 yds - 8 flIlds

Obstacles:

LZs:

DZs:

Steep hills and wooded areas in North and West portions;
Vineyards and steep slopes along the Rhine river and other
streams; orchards located in the vicinity of populated
places; and most main roads are tree lined. Some of the
secondary roads separatiqg fields are lined with trees;
however, the majority arlnot, leaving the approaches to
the fields clear.

The fields in the area are so grouped as to form two landing
zones. One is located between LELTESDORF and HULLEHIBERG and
extending northward. , here are approximately 35 suitable
fields located there ranging in size from 10Y x 230 yards
to 150 x 300 yards. The second landing zone is located in
an area bounded by the towns of RODENBACH, WOLLENDORF, IRLICH,
and the steep slopes of the Wied River. In this zone there
are approximately 25 suitable fields rangig in size from
100 x 230 yards to150 x 300 yards.

DZs coincide with LZs.

Ratins.: LZs
DZs

Fair
Fair

(Map Sht 32
GS&S 4416)

Sortie 106 G 2980, 19 Sept 44
3115-25, 4115-23
3176-79
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HQ XVIII A/B Corps
Office of the AC of S
G - 2 P I Section

nformationas of

AREA NO. 2 19 Sept. 44

P1 REPORT OF Zs an DZs

Location:

Topographj:

Surface:

Deserition

Obstacles:

LZsa:

Area ITorth of Rhine River between WIED and SAYNE Rivers,
extending Northward to East-Wet line through ISENBURG.

Flat to gently rolling from the Rhine River North to towns
of GLADBACH, HEIMBACH, AM WEIS. Increasingly hilly and
woody toward the Northeast, highest elevation 350 meters.

70% of the area cultivated; 20% is heavily wooded; 10%
populated and industrial places. The wooded area includes
the HEIMBACHER and WEISER forests In the Northeast portion.
Between these forests and the towns of OBR. BIEBER, HEIMBAGH,,
WEIS is a strip approxiuagely a mile Wide which is cultivated
up to 50%. Thin woods make up the remainder of this strip.
Portion of area South and West of OBR. BLEBER and HEIMBACH
to the Rhine River is extensively cultivated.

4;

of Fields: There are approximately 88 suitable landing fields
in this area. 27 of these are South of the R.R. between
NEUWIED and ENGER, and the remainder are generally South and j
West of GLADBACH and HEIhBACH. DistribUtion of fields accord-
ing to average sizes, and the approximate number of each is
as follows:

125 x 250 yards - 56;fiolds
225 x 350 yards - 25 fields
300 x 500 yards - 7 fields

Most of the fields are composed of several different crop

plots, but no obstructions can be seen between the plots.,A,

Three quarries averaging 150 yards square near the Rhine River i
Southeast of NEUWIZD, and a high power line (85 feet high) ' I
running from Southeast of Keuwled to ENGERS are the maJob
obstacles in the area South of the fl. . Other obstacles g
are roads separating fields; and thetR. to the North. North S.
of the R.R. and Just East of th road, between ENIGERS and WEtS ;7'
are six quarries averaging 100 x300 yards. Four quarries
averaging 100 yards square, and one quarry 60 x 900 yards are p2
located approximately one mile Southeast of GL&DBACH. Four % ',4-
vineyards averaging 200 x 250 yards are just South of GLADBAQ*4

There are two principi LZs in the area: (i) South of R.R.
between TE4UWIED and ENGERS with 27 suitable fields ranging
in size from 110 x 230 yards to 300 x 450 yards; (2) South-
and West of GLADBACH and HEINBACH with approximately 55 fields' ":
averaging from 125 x 250 yards to 225 x 350 yards.

DZs:

Ratings:

DZs coincide with LZs.

12s - Good
DZs - Good

(Map Sht 52)GS0S
Sorties: 106G2980

3126-33,
4124-33

Sortie: 7/3094
3040-45,

-q

4416,

3165-72.

4042-*45,

.
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HQ. XVIII A/B Corps
Office of the AC of S
G - 2 PI Section ARFA NO.

Information as of
19 Sept. 44

Pi REPORT OF LZs and DZs

Location: Area bordering Rhine River between SAY4 ahd LO Rivers,
North to ISENBURG and East to North-South line through
HILLOHIEDm.

Topography: Entire area composed of steep hills reaching elevation
from 300 to 340 meters.

Surface:

Description

Obstacles:

LZs:

DZs:

85% heavily wooded. Includes the SAYiER, BENDORFER,
VALLECDAR= and western edge of HO1U forests. Remainder
of area cultivated fields and populated areas. These
fields are in the vicinity of BENDIRF, STROBRG, OAA!,
iiAUO.T, ALSBACH, KAIQ-RFORST, HILGERT, and HOHat.

of Fields: Fields are made up of different crop plots,
but no obstructions can be seen between them. Although
no accurate couat has been made, there are approximately
12 fields as follows:100 by 290 yards - 6

130 by 235 yards - 4
150 by 470 yards - 2

These fields are located i2 isolated areas surrounded
by forests.

All fields are surrounded by forests. WUSTE and FER
Rivers run Northeast from VALLENDAR through area. High
tension power lines (approximately 85 feet high) runs
southeast from BEDORF to WARDHOF. Steep hills and forests
cover the entire area.

In the area 1600 yards Northeast of BENDORF are four
fields composing the only landing zone. These range in siz
from 130 yards by 190 yards to 100 yards by 380 yards.
The remainder of fields are isolated in forests.

DZs coincide with LZs.

'C

p L-

Ratings: L2s - Poor
DZs Poor (Map Sht S2

GSGS 4416)
Sorties: 106G/2980
Photos: 3135-3143

4135-4143
3155-3164
4288-4295
3196-3204

4-
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HQ. 17IIA/B Corps
Office of theAO of S
G - 2 PI Section

AREA NO. 4

PI REPORT OF LZs and DZs

Information as of
19 Sept. 44

Location:

Topography:

Suarface :'

SL4

Area extending along East bank of RHI E RIVER from the
LOER RIVER south to opposite theoenter of KOBLENZ and
eastward to North-South line through GOHAUSEL

Very hilly with irregular slope westward to RMINE RIVER.
Elevation ranges from elevation of 65 meters along RHINE
to 350 meters in Eastern portion of area.

Approximately 70% of area is wooded, including orchards,
the Eastern portion being entirely covered by forests
except in vicinity of NEUHAUSU. Orchard areas are
found Northeast of __31 G and scattered throughout
cultivated sections in cantral and western portions of
area. Vineyards are located-along steep slopes of
streams in the area.

Description of Fields: The number of suitable fields is reduced because
al some are widely scattered and isolated in wooded areas,
while others are eliminated by virtue of location on steep
slopes, hills and ridges. Fields are separated by tree
rows, fences, orchards, and hedges. An accurate count
has not been made, but it is estimated that not over
six suitable fields with an average size of 150 x 250 yds
are located in entire area.

Obstacles:

LZs:

DZs:

Ratings:

Steep hills and forests throughout area; orchards and
tree-lined roads in cultivated sections. Many scattered
trees are found in cultivated fields.

Suitable fields are so widely separated that no landings
zones are present. Steep slopes eliminate other open
places.

Presence of above mentioned obstacles and lack of grouping
of suitable fields eliminate possible drop zones.

LZs:
DZs:

- poor
- poor

(Man Sht--82)
GSGS 4416,•
Sortie: .106G/2980

3198-3226
4198 4226

p
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-HQ* A/B orps
Office of the AG of S
G -2 PI Section ARANO5

Informatioa as of
19 Sept. 44

Location; Area extending East along East Bank of RHINE RIV from
opposite the center of KOBLENZ South to village of BRAUBACH
and extending Eastward to N-S line through FACHBACH.

Topography: Entire area very hilly and cut in half by LAHN RIVER. Hills
on each side of this river rise sharply from a water level
of approx 65 meters to an elevation of from 250 to 350 meters.

Surface: 50% of entire area is heavily wooded. Widely scattered
cultivated fields make up approx 30%-of -area. The remainderis populated districts along RHINE RIVER. Some vineyards
are found along steep slopes immediately adjacent to LAON
RIVER.

Description of Fields: Cultivated and open fields are found scattered
throu0out area but are isolated by forests and are located
on hills and ridges. The few fieldq that occur on gentle
slopes are filled with scattered trees.

Obstacles:

Ls:

DZ's:

Ratings:

Steep hills and wooded sections throughout area; Vineyards
along steep slopes adjacent to LAHN RIVER; roads,, railroads,
and populated districts along RHINE U ; Deep gullies
and streams throughout area, and scattered trees in
cultivated fields.

Suitable fields are so isolated that no landing-zones are
present.

Above mentioned obstacles eliminates any possible DZ.

LZs - poor
DZs - poor

(Map: Sht $2.
GSGS 4416)

Sortie: 106G/ 2980
Photos: 3257-67

4256-67
3270 & 4270
3225 & 4225
3276 & 4276

Sortie: 7/3094
Photos: t4055-61

3057-61
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HKAD0JARI mu cxs (AueoME)
Office of the omadiug Geeral

APO 109, U.S. ,Amy
19 October 1944.

Subjects XVIII Oorps Airborne outline Plan -NAPLE8 II.
S4

to : Commnding General, First United States Amy.

1. Mission: To lad by glider and paraohute during daylijht of D Day.
in the giferalarea4 ZIMDORF- SEIGLAR - S1 RIVER- MIRE RIVER . (all e-
Olusive); seize, clear and secure that area to assist the rapid crossing of
FIRST AMff troops; and to be prepared for such further operations as FIRST
ARMY my direct.

2. qaders Major General .BRIDGWAY.

5. Foroos: 'eadquarters andIoadquarters Onpmy, XVIII Corps Airborne
-4th Si al Battalion (- Oompany o)
193d Field Artillery Battalion, 10 a Howitzer

6th Arborne Division (British)
17th Airborne Division (U.S.)

4. pie: s

a. Ar Movement: By IX Troop Carrier Ooind, Major Gemoral P. L.
WILLIAM, ommdingaT iect from departure fields in tbtted Kin&don on D Day
and such succoeding days a nweather ad tactical sitation dictate.

b. Air Suppo rt, Dosired:

(1) Details of escort from departure fields to lending ama:
Omitted.

(2) Prior to D D t

~(a) install radio and visual navigational aids in FlRST

AMY Zone Vest of MHINE.

(b) Destroy or drive off all hostile flak within range of
Troop Carrier Ooemad fli~at routes, (artillery with
FlEEST AMY to assi st).

(c) Attack awem troop cacatrations and invaaets, parti-
cularly armr and artillery, in or anroute to landing
area, except as noted in paragraph (d), below:

-1-

OOPY: Reproduced by AC of 8, 0-2, XVIII Oorps (AB). 23 November 1944.



Ltr, Hq, XVIII 0orpm AB, ubject: XVIII Oorps Airborn eOutline Pla -NAPLES Ii, dated 19 October 1944 (continued).

(d) No bombing of targets within the lauding area, para-
graph 1., above, except on specific request of XViiI
Corps Airborne. (Artillery fires on targets within
this area to be coordinated with XVIII 0orpm Airborne).

( ) O D Da:

(a) Small scale fighter-bomber attacks on desiviated vil-
lages and known defensive works in lending area be-
twea R-O and H-l5 minutes.

(b) Large scale bombings with heavies and mediums along
high ground East of linesLR FI - TKISDORF Iad
South of lines SIMBURiU - BEVE., if wind in westerly
between Ha-90 and H- 0 minutes, if wind is easterly be-
teen 090 ad R,4O.

(o) Continuation -of (2) (o), above.

(d) Fighter-bombers on air alert available to both divisions
until darkness D Day.

(4) Atber D Dat

(a) Normal air support missions.

(b) Escort for succeeding troop air movements or air re-
supply.

(5) Bomb line beginning D Days MDII South to PORZ - thece
Railroad to TROISDOIR and South to SIS RIVER Crossingo-
SING RIVER to junction with SIE - thee RINE South.

(6) All details of foregoing to bo worked out in .Air P1an.

o. ObJectives:

(1) 6th Airborne Division (Britiah): lear the areas UCKUDOR? -SImLAR (both exclusive) - North bait of 51I1- East bank
of MHINE - NIEDER KASSWJ (exclusive).

(2) 17th Airborne Division (U.S.): Clear the area: ZLUDORF-
LIBOR - UCKWNDORP - NICER KABSEL (all Mnolusive) - East
bait of MHINE.

d. Initial I4LR, contact points between divisions and reconnaissance

line shown on overlay.

- 2.-

COPY: Reproduced by AC of S, G-2, XVIII Oorps (AB), 23 November 1944,



Ltr, Hq XVIII Corps AB, subjects 6XVIII Corps Airborne Outline Plan-

NAPLES lI dated 19 October 1944 (Gontiaed).

0. Artillery Suport Desireds

(1) Divisional artillery of divisions on West bank in direct sup-
port of XVIII Corps Airborne beyond the general lines ZUDCF-
LIBUR - UOKDDORF - KRIWSDORF a USHLAR (all Inclusive)
to limit of range.

(2) Corps and ARMY artillery general support Northeast of Rail-
road from PORZ to SIB3LAR.

f. Ieinforcinz Units Desired: As quickly as possible tter H Hour,

and generally in order indicated, the following are desired:

(1) For each airborne divisions

I Field Artillery Battalion, 105 a Howiter, Truck Drawn
1 Tank Destroyer Battalion, 90 (Towed)
Service Elements

(2) For Corps: To be submitted when tactical plan becomes known.

g. Air 3esuvplys Two (2) days air resupply to be set up on departure
fields in United Kingdom.

h. narement of Bridaheads

(1) It is assumed that enemy strength will not permit advance be-
yond North-South Railroad at face of high ground until forces
in bridgehead have been rhinforced by one (I) reinforced
infantry division and reinforced artillery, tank destroyer,
etc., for the two (2) airborne divisions.

(2) It seems probable that a coordinated attqck Eastward by these
forces would not be possible prior to daylight D/2 and more
likely WDb.

(5) At the earliest time that troops and supplies are available,however, these forces should attack to seise the critical
high ground along the general lines ALTENRATH -RATE and
so deepen the bridgehead to roughly 15,000 yards.

(4) In the operation it is suggeeted that the airborne divisions
reinforced be aployed to attack on the shoulders with the
infantry division attacking in the center.

5. Commands

a. There are three (3) alternatives;

COPY: Reproduced by AC of SG-2, XVI C orp tAB), 20 Novaber 1944.
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Ltr, Hq XVIII Corps AB, subjeots 5XVII Oorps Airborne Outline Plan-
NAPLES II dated 19 October 1944 (Contizaed).

(1) Attach both eirborne divisions to the Corps whose Zone of

Attack includes the landing area.

(2) XVIII Corps Airborne to command all forces East of the RHINE
until the line in paragraph 4.h.(5) is reached and secured.

(5) XVIII Corps Airborne to command all forces on East bank until

such other earlier time as other Corps is prepared to assume

control.

b. Recommendation of this vital element is withheld unitl the scheme

of maneuver of the FIRST ARMY and its planned employment of the airborne divis-

ions subsequent to leaing are known.

6. tQestions:

a. What Corps and Divisions will AMY muploy in this crossing?

b. Where will the boundaries between units be?

c. What is the scheme of maneuver?

d. What command set-up will most effectively support that scheme of

maneuver?

a. If XVIII Corps Airborne is to control operation, will it control

Corps and Divisional Artillery on West bank? If so, how?

f. If some Corps other than XVIII is to control operation, what will

role of XVIII Corps Airborne bet

g. What is estimated time by which following can arrive on East bank?

(1) 2 Field Artillery Battalions, 105 mm Howitzer

(2) 2 Tank Destroyer Battalions, 5'(towed).

(5) 1 Infantry Division.

h. In the event of bad weather, is the ARMY prepared to withhold
the operation until such day as weather will pennit airborne operations?

i. After seizure of the West bank, how many days does ARMY estimate

will elapse before D Day?

j. When does ARMY estimate I-day will be?

O0PY: Reproduced by AC of SoG-2, XVIII Corps TAB), 20 November 1944.
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Ltr, Hq XVIII Corps AB, subjeots 'XVIII Oorps Airborne Outline Plan-
NAPLES II' dated 19 October 1944. (Oontinued).

N. B. RIDGWAY,
Major General, U. 8.'Arw

Ooaanding

COPY. Reproduced by AC at 8, G2, XVIII Corps (As), 20 November 1944.
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SUBJECT:- Operation NAHL> II.

Coin nding General,
XVIII US Coyps Airborne.

~.,-4;An/532.a

/
7

On being placed under your command for planning of NAWIZS II
I informed Lieut General Brereton tbat idid not consider that any
unit of xy division should be employed again on an operation until
it had mde one collective training junQ.

General Brereton concurred.
this is sound.

I am sure you will agree that

Action has been taken to arrange the training junps and I will
inform you as to their progress. It is anticipated that they will
be completed about mid October 0

AP0, England.
i Sep 44.

MaJ or General,
Conmander, 6 British Airborne Division0



* Auth CGS XVIII Corps(a)
a ZELai

IAH D Ats (ORP(AIBO E)Offl.ee of tne Corps _e

00 AO19q e80A'
24 Sepbeber

Subjeoti Operation Naples Two.

To * C ing Genral, First Allied Airborne Army,

1. Paraaph S of 'Outlinefla for0 peationRapt.Two,21 septber 1944 includes 6 th British Airbrne Division asavaflable e and aefte 1 OcoIber ,944

. T h e C a ig G V a l O f th is D i 8t t o n mthathe will have receivdtoss replseeumts anoqidp t

e - fa. 2

bean reduced from 600 to- thaam% tSSa guinfat batUloSwere .I- smwlht Ia o£
o lt is my; op o a t thi-s Divition should beo w#a absolute t u a rnof thirtyW days beg6Inning 1 IOctober 194prjor to being reecahtted to ac~tn Tisperiod will sufficeto aorb the large cabot of loss replaemets, reconstitute.

* 5 to tthe 3L~w eshec aifttiniprvideoatamutOf one tastleal 4Jep0for each Infatrahtebt
tlltn. tU6 las t five to &set ven days I n &Wy event5 be weeottre. tow -..roperat al pa n fora oveftto depature airfields, this minm a-- petted of thtl dashulbe inflamed to asxweeks Sflea the need for this Dfivision Is ofth owst urgent nature.

eored heaquarter at the earliest pflotioable date.

1. 3. )tIDWAY5Maj!or Genewal U. S. Any ,

AIL folk-



HEADQUARTERS XVIII CORPS AIRBORNE
Office of the Corps Commander

APO 109, U. S. Army
23 September 1944

SUBJECT: Operation NAPLES II, Outline Plan.

1. To drop two3ivisions by parachute and glider east

of the RHINE, between 0flfZ,, ALTEN Forest and the SIEG River

during daylight on D-Day, to seize, clear and secure a bridge-

head to permit the crossing by FIRST ARMY along the front

- RHEIDT.

2. For divisional missions and boundaries, see overlay.

3. To request maximum destruction of hostile flak de-

fenses within range of the objective area prior to D-Day.

4. To request following air missions during daylight

of D-Day, prior to H-Hour:

a. Maximum destruction or neutralization of flak

within range of objective area.

b. Attack of defended villages or other localities

within objective area.

c. Attack of known troop concentrations within strik-

ing distance of objective area.

5. Plan to provide for following contingencies:

a. Drop of maximum parachute and glider force of both

"C



a. • qae
divisions which available lift will permit.

b. Drop of maximum parachute force and only such

gliders as will p**ermit minimum heawy weapons support.

c. Parachute force only.

6. To provide for no more than one day's air resupply.

CB.XIDGWAY.
Major Gene al, U. So Army,

Commanding.



Memorandum concerning Operation NAPLES 2.

Colonel SCTELLHAM.M-ER, G-l, XVIII Corps, contacted a Major
STYLFS of the British Airborne Divtsion at about 30:00 AM,
September 22nd. He reached them through telephone SATSBUY
sub-trunk 34, Extension 66. He informed Major STYLFS that the
Chief of Staff, XVIII Corps, desired to have liaison officers
from his headquarters, representing administration, supply and
operational staff, to meet at Headquarters XVIII Corps today to
discu ss Allied Airborne operations.

Colonel SCFLLLHAWTR was informed that practically all
chiefs of secttons were on leave and that junior staff officers
wotld report at Hedquarters XVIII Corps at 2:00 PM today to
learn of the desires of Colonel EATON, Chief of Staff.

This Headquarters can be reached by telerhone through MOORE
Park, asking for British 6th Airborne Division, or through the
SATTSBTP.Y sub-trmk 34 Exchange.
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Col0 S '.CHdLLHAu.Ef.R," G-d XYII Cor1.s, cntacted a !tJor
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3ShIe.X'22nHe reaoii±& tiwii r oQ L I .&tuInI (A2
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sFct*A taft, 'to me e t at Ut iwrr~XZ2Ct 'to

.U-cms Allied Airborne oeritions,

Colouel SC1JLLLHA.;!LR was informed t..t t ejlj.' ajl
Oc4$ of seottuns were on leave and hIat -J wnIoe ;-4 ofgioers
wo tis V- ut t ledqurters XVIII Car -aoat tGa1 t t cxi; -to
le .ru-otf the desires of Coloniel CzT O, Ches t$ofL"t ,
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