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CENERAL OUTLINE Or OPEEATIONS.

Reference attached G.S5.C¢.S. .lop of ARVIEN area.

SITUATION PRTTX TO THE OPE=AT ION,

1. Ry mid-Sentember,1944, SECOND BRITISH Army had
reorsaniged after tne.r ranid advance to the BERLCOIAN
frontler ané were ready for furtbor acvances,

The intention of SECOHD Arsay was to advance nortin
neross the aaa™ VYALL and EDIR RIJE, fors o strong oridge-
hesd north of ARNHEL and continue operations north into
HOLLAID and enst ngsinst the REICH., The main axis of the
~dvance was to be TIUDHOVES - GRVT — HIJIECEN - ARVAR.
This nxis w.s allotted to 30 Cormns.

2. It was thought th-t the enemy must still he dls-
organised ~fter his long »nd hasty retreat from scuth of
the R. SETHE and that, though there might be numerous
smill bodies of enemy in the ares, he would not bhe camable
of oreanised resisinnce to any great extent.

3. It was %nown th-t, »lthourh the airfis21d =t DETLY
7285 was not in use, there wag »n very heavy concentration
of flak 1In 1ts vicinity and in ARVHEL 1ltsgelf,.

O=JECT OF THE OPT=ATTION,

J FRU2NA

4. The airhorne force avallanle consisted of -

HG “ritish Alrborne Corns

1 British Alrborne Division
82 US 4irborne Division

101 US Ailrborne ITivision

1 Polish Pora Fde Group

5. The task of the force was to capture and hold the
crossings over the c:n 1ls and rivers, which lay on 3C
Corns! axis of advance from inclusive ET.DHOVEN %o
inclusive ARKHE: [,

Y 6., The task of 1 alrborne Division (with 1 Polist *
‘ Pura Bde Gp under commnand) was to canture the bridges
at ARNHEY #nd to establish » bridgehead round them, so
th t formations of 30 Cormps and SECOLED Arny could wnass
through without delsy on their advance northwards.

7. . 82 (US) Airborne Division was to canture the
crossings at NIJUFECEL sind CRAVYE and to hold the high
ground bhetween UTJECEN .nd CGRDWSBEEX. Ff Pritisn
Alrborne Corms was $t¢ 1land with 82 (US) airborne Division.

8. 101 (US) airbhorre Diwv: i“n wpr~ allotted the tisk
of selzing the hridgses and "‘fi betwenrn KITDHOVENI and
CR4VE,

PLANVINM 4VD PREDY4RATTAN,

9. Tre first notification of the omer-tion was
recelved on 10 Sen 44, vhen a vrevious onreration anvis~-
£inge the canture of th~ brifess at 4ARNYEH, NIJURCEN and
CEAYE by 1 Airborne IDivigion with 1 Polish Pars Bde Gn
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Page_ 2 . -
under comm-nd was cancelled, The informstion obtainasd
for the cancelled operation was of considerahle value
when planning Oneration [{4ARKET,

10. At that time unitvs of 1 ilirlianding Bde and Divi-
s8lonal Troops ware in transit camps beslide the airfislds
of 38 and 46 Groups R.4.7. 1 and 4 Para Bdes, with
parachute elements of Divisional Troops, were in normal
loc~tions in the GRaNTHAM area, whence they could move
direct to the northern group of : irfields heing used by
the US 9th Troop Carrier Command. 21 Independent Para
Coy were at the 38 CGroup R.A.F. Station at FAIRFORD,
which was providing the pathfinder airecrafrvu,

11. A tac Div HG was established with HY Alrborne
Corns at MOOR PARX,

12, The Divisional Commander issued his verbal orders
to the Div '0O' CGroup at MO0R PaR® at 1700 hours on 12
Sep 44, The same evening information was received that
D Dny would he 17 Sepn 44,

13, Certain readjustments in transit cmmos, conaecuent
op a fresh allotment of gliders and troons to atrfields,
were carried out on 12 Sev, Cliders were lo-ded, and
briefing of troops hegan on 15 Sevp.

14, On 14 Sep the Divisional Comrander, accompanied
by the CRa, visited the three Rrigade Commanders and
Comm:inder 1lst Polish Para Bde Gp and co-orcfinated any
outst-nding points in the pluan.,

OUTLINE TLal.

15. It is appropriste to outline here the detuils of
the plan. The op~ration vas to be c.rried out in three
11fts on three consecutive days, weather permitting,

16. The availsbility of aireraft -nd gliders by 1lifts,
«nd the troops to be carrier in e2ach 1ift, wmere as
follows: -

(a) Fipst Lift.

12 Pathfinder aircraft of 38 Group
R.4.F. (Stirlings).

143 C.47 Parachute aircraft of US 9th
Troon Carrier Command. :

358 Tug alrcraft of 38 and 46 CGrouns R..a.7.
(Stirlings, albermarles, Halifaves -nd
C.47s). : .

345 Horsa gliders.

13 Hamilc :r gliders,

Thrse carried :-

Tac Div HQ.

Airlandine Recce Son.
Alrlanding Lieht Regt, Ra.-
A tk Bty, Ra. :
Para Son RE.

Fd Coy RE.

Parsa Bde.

W 0 - /1 iirlanding
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1 airlanding Bde (less ceértain sub-units).
16 Para Fd ambulance.
181 iirlanding F@& Ambulance.

(b) Second Lift.

126 C.47 Parachute aircraft of US
9th Troop Carrier Command.
301 Tug aireraft of 38 and 46 Groups R.i.F.
284 Horsa gliders. :
17 Hamilcar gliders.

These carried :-

4 Para Bde.

2 a4 tk RFty, RA.

One 2ty 1 sirlanding Light Regt, RA.

4 Para Son RE.

133 Para FAd aAmbulance.

Balance of Divisional Troons and 1
airlanding Bde.

Rr-supply (35 aircraft).
(¢) Third Lift.

114 C.47 Parachute aircraft of U3
9th Troop Carrier Command.

35 Tug ailrcraft of 38 Groun R..(F.

35 Horsa gliders. '

These carried :- |
1 Folish Para Rde CGp (less i1ts Light Bty).

17. In the first 1ift 1 Para Bde h«¢ as thelr first
resnonsibility the enpture of the m:in road bridee 1in
ARIHEI1, second priority the copture of the noncoon
hridge at 738774. 1 -~irlanding Bde were to vnrotect

the DZ and LZ area until the arrival of the second

1ift on D + 1, then to concentrete and form a perineter
defence line on the western outskirts of AHARNHEM.

18. 4 Para Bde, in the second 1lift, were to move
eastwards and continue the perimder line along the
high ground just north of ARNHEN, linking up with 1
Para Pde on the main road ARNHEME - ATILDOORN.

19. 1 Polish Para Bde Gp, in the third 11ift, were to
land south of the river immedistely oorosite ARNHEN,
eross the river by the m-in bridege and occupy . positlon
on the eastern outskirts of ARNZEM,

20. It was thus intended to form a firm bridgehead
round sRNHEM with a false front position and standing
patrols pushed well out in front of the main nosition.

21. All 1landing=were to take place in daylifht.

INITInL FLIGHT aND LANDING,

22. The weather on Sunday morning, 17 Sep, wng suitable
nlthough there was broken cumulus from 500 to 1500 or
2000 ft. This eventually cleared after passing over the

«..../English
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Enplish const «nd thoreaftpr it was fine exrent for slight
haZe.

23. The route taken by 38 Group and 46 Croup airecraft
fron their airfieldes in Oxfordshire and C“loucecetershire,
was flrst westwar~ss over the Rristol Channel then, after
#+ 180° turn back over the airfiesld area, to HuTTIELD;
thence north east tn about J3FIRD LTS3, rhere the co]umn
crogsed the coast,

24, Parachute aircraft from the 9th Trnop Carrier
Command airfields in the CR.FTHEA [ area flew south east,
and passed over the coast at the same nlace behind the
plider force.

25. The air ¢dlumn crossed the Duteh Coast at a noint
on the isl.and of OVER PLAXEZE, then flew eastward, south
of the river MAiS, to a noint south of HFERTOCENBOSCH,
where the column for ARNH7M turned north east and crossed
the rivers (saaS and NTOER 2IJN. Very little flak was
encountered, though rising columns of smoke in one or
two plmces gave evidence of e ffective action by the
escorting Qombers nd fighters.

26. Both glicers :nd narachute landings were acrcomplished
practically without onposition, :nd almost 100% on the
correct LZ and DZ commencing xt 13G0 nrs. Glider landings
took place hefore the parcrchutists dronned, Casualtles

on the LZ and DZ were slight, concentration in rencdezvous
was ouleckx and units moved off from 80% to 100% strong.

The time taken to concentrate was below, and the high
percentage arriving at rendezvous far greater than, any
thing so far rchieved on any exercise or op~ration.

OFERATIONS OF THE FIRST LIFT UP TO 1500 Krs, 18 SEP.

27. The division:l dperations up to 1500 hrs D + 1
were split into two separate parts (-

(#) The canture =nd holding of the north end
of the maln ARKNHE road bridee by elements
of 1 Parn Bde.

(b) The onerations of that »art of the Division,
less 1 Para Bde, which landed in the first
11ft. :

28. This snlit was inevitabls owing to the necessity
of disrersing the nirlanding bns to guard the LZ and
DZ for the second 1lift on D + 1.

29. The plan of Commander, 1 Papra Rde wng for 2 Para

Bn to capture the bridge, mnving via HEELSUNM along the
road running close to th° nerth bank of the R. RHINE

This Bn to hold the south end of the bridge and the north
end, facing west and north west. 3 Para ®n was to move
via thp road HEELSUN - ARNHEN to assist 2 Para Bn by
apnroaching the bridge from the north, then to assist 1n
holding the north end of the briﬁge‘by facing north east
and east. 1 Fara Bn was to move on orders of Bde HQ,
when 1t was clear that 2 and 3 Para Bns were satisfac-
torily launched nd was to ocrupy the high ground Just
north of ARHNHEI,

M v..../Che




Action of 2 Para
Bn on D Day.

Actlion of 3 and
1 Para Bns on
D_Day.

Action of 2 Para
BnonD + 1.

Pare 5

The canture ancd¢ holfing of the north end of the
ARNKEE.!l bridge by elements of 1 Para Bde.

30. By 1530 hours 17 Sen, 2 Para Bn had moved
off from their rendezvous at HEELSUM 6477, with

A Coy leading, along the road HERELSUM - OO%TERPEFK
7078 — ARNHEM. They advanced about two miles
before meeting opvosition in the form of MG and
Mortar fire. This.was circumvented by a move

to the south and A Coy reached the railway ahout
712774 without further trouble, Here an armoured
car and snipers caused some delay and casualties,
but the directing of B Coy on to DER BRINK 7277
and its canture overc:sme these, and by 2030 hrs

A Coy were occupying buildings cloqp to the nort
end of the main bridge at 7477.

31. Bhortly afterwards Lt. Col. J.D. FROST,

OC 2 Para Bn, arrived with Bn H% and HGQ Coy and,
later the same night, 1.Para Bde HG also arrived,
less however Brigadier G.W. Lathbury, the Brigade
Commander, who had remain~d with 3 Para Bn.

32. C Coy, 2 Para Bn, had been detached to

capture the railway bridege at 7076, but this was
blovn in their faces., They then tried to follow
the rest of their battalion, but were surrnunded in
an hotel which the enemy blasted with tanks and

SP guns. They were forced to break out and never
re-formed. '

33. Meanwhile, 3 Para Bn and 1 Para Bn had
noved off from their rendozvous by the Following
routes P- ‘ .

(a) 3 Para Bn - ¥ain rd UTRECHT - aRNHEH
(UTRETCHTSCHE WEGR)

(b) 1 Parn Bn - laln rd AMSTERDAM - ARNHEM
({J{STRERNAISCHE “ER)

34, 3 Para Bn's task was to assist 2 Para Bn

in the canture of the n:in bridge and then establish
a defensive position facing north east and east of
aRNHEM. 1 Para Bn were to occuny the high ground

in sgquares 7580 and 7279 so as to deny the e~nemy
direct observation on to 4RNHEM. S

35. Eoth bns however, were held up by enenmy .
opnosition ~anc by dark had not fot beyond about-
X roads 6920784 and Pt 23.2 (6879) respectively.

36, Both the Commandesr 1 Para Bde~and Divisional
Commander were with 3 Para BRn at this time as
enemy action preventpd thelr return to their own HQs.

37, Two- attpnnts wprp mado during the night
17/18 Sep to canture the south end of the bridge,
the first by a platoon of a Coy, 2 Para Bn,
attackling ncross the bridee, and the secnnd by
trying to send 1 Para Bde HG Defence Platoon
acrods the river by boat to attack the bridge
from the south.. Both, howaver,fuiled

38. Durinp the night 17/18 Sep abhout 1# . .

..... /pliitoons
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platoons of C Coy of 3 Para Bn managed 1o reach

the bridge At about 0500 hours on 18 Sen B

- Coy, 2 Para Bn, less one platoon and sonme casual-

'-“ties also arrived at the bridege. Later in the

Action of 1 Para
Bn on D + 1.

morning a party of about 25 Sapners under Captain
0'Callaghan also arrived. These were the last
of 1 Para Bde to reach the area of the bridge.

Lt. Col. J.D. FROST had by now assumed command of
_the whole force (comprising 2 Para Bn less C Coy)
~with Rde HQ, some Sanpers and elements of the Div

Artillery assembled at the bridge).

39 During the morning enemy arrioured vehlcles
tr190 to cross the bridge from south to north, a
total of about 10 armoured cars and half tracks
beinp accounted for - six by 6-nr antl tank guns
and four by Ps.I.4.7. In the later afternoon a
strong attack developed alone the river bank from
the east, sunnorted by heavy mortar fire and two
tans, Th@ attack was held after some house 1o
house fighting and at the evpense of some casualtles
Both tanks were knocked out, one by 6-nr and one
by T.I.a.7.

40. Just before dar% several of the houses
occuvied by 1 Para Bdé were burnt down, after
dark an attack from the south end of the bridge was
repulsed.

41. During 18 Sep and thereafter the area
occupied by 1 Para Bde was under continuous heavy
mortar and. artillery fire, in a“dition to special
close range attacks by tanks and 8P guns with a
view to setting on fire and destrcying the houses
held hy the force.

42, Meanwhile, during the night 17/18 Sep, both
'3 and 1 Para Bns had disengaged fron the enemy
who had held them on their original routes.

3 Para Bn moved on to 2 Para Bn route and 1 Parn
Bn anproximately on to 3 Para Bn route.

43. At 0100 hrs, 18 Sep, 1 Para Bn (lees R Coy,
which had suffered 50% casualties and whose
whereabouts was not known) moved south with the
object of linking up with 2 Para Bn via ARNHEM

town. They had no communicnation with 1 Para Bde HQ.

44, The Battalion was held up in aren road
Junction 709783, where efforts were made to dis-
lodge the onposition,

45, At 0530 hrs = nessapp from 2 Para Bn was
received via..the F,0.0. asking urgently for
reinforcements. C.0. 1 Para Bn @ecidnrd to
by-pass the onnnsition to the south and move on
to the bridge. -

46.. At 0700 hrs, en route to the bridee, the

Battalion pi: wed un Ko Coy of 3 Para Bn, which

had hecome s3parated from its Battalion during a
night march. Soon afterwards 1 Para Bn encountered

the enemy in strength along the ratlway. It

anppeared that the enemy had now blocked entry to

N ++ ... /ARNHEN




Action of 3 Para

Bn on D «

1.

ARNHEM from the west.

47. At 0900 hours a determinad attack was put
in to clear trn: opnosition on DEN BRIKK. It.
wag sunporied by lieht artiliery and- -the mortars
and medium machine puns of HG Coy, & Para Bn.
This was partially successful,

48. tHeanwhile, a Coy of 3 Para 3n (also narted
from its Battalion during the night) joined 1
Para Bn. A further attack was put in with 4

Coy, 3 Para 3n, assisting., This attack was
successful and the battallon reached just west of
ELTZaBETH Hosnital 729779 where it was held up.

49, 3 Para Bn on the night of 17 Sevp was held
un in area of cross roads 690784, in an all round
defensive position.

50. During the night there had be-n no wireless
conmunication. It was decided by the Brigade
Commander (who, with the G.C.C., was still with

3 Para Bn) and the C.0., to disengage the Battalion
before first light and move south throush D0STERREEK
7077 to the bridge, .

51. By 0430 hours 18 Sep, the Bn had success-
fully disengaped and moved towards the bridge.

No resistance was encountered until after crossing
the railway where there was some snioing from the
scuth. Finally the leading Comnony reached a
noint 300 ynrds west of ELIZARETH Hosnital at

0630 hours. here they came under heavy fire,

It was then discoveraé tnhat A Coy, H( Coy and all

the transvort (includins taree out of four anti
tank guns and the G.0.C's »nd Brigade Commnnder's
wireless Jeens) had becom» marted, They later
Joined 1 Para Bn, as has already been related.

52. There was no touch =ith the missing commanies
and 1t was decicded tc wush on. 4 furtner 100 vards
wag nace against omvosition.

53. 4% 0900 hrs a German counter attec developed
from ARNHEY and, from then until 1600 hrs, 3 Para
Bn was attacked at freauent intervals.

54. At 1230 hrs wirelecs touch was re-gained

with the missing '4' Coy, who were then about to
Join in 1 Para Bn's attack in the area DEN BRINK.
They were nureed to oot through together with the
reserve ammunition, badly reocuired at the bridge.

55. At 143C hrs th= remnants of 'A' Coy and

the Bn Defenc= Platoon (30 - 40 men), under the
sole survivin~ officer, arrived having suffered
severe casunllvze in “reakxing through. No
coharent information cnuld be obtained as to what
had hapnened ¢ 1 Pars Bn,

56, - It was decided to move vhat cvisted of 3
Para Bn through the gardens an? houses in the
town in the direction of the brifere, 4% 1400 hrs
the andvance bepan., The strength then was anout
130 - 140 all ranks.




Actlon of Div
H¢ on D day.

action of 1 air
Lanaing Bde on

D day.
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57. The ¢.0.C., Brigade Commander and Prigade
I.0., who had moved into the town with this bn,

as they were stlll unable to reach their H.Gs.,
went by the road leading to the ELIZABETH Hoso'tal.
On the way the Brigadier was wounded and had to

be 1loft in a cellar., The G.0.C. and I.0., had

to remain hidden in a house until 0700 hrs the
next morning, when they managed to get back to

Div H.Q. in a Jeep.

58. Iieanwhile, 3 Para Bn were unable to nake

any nrogress aad before dark they tock up fher
vositions in the houses, little more than 300
yards north of wher» the fighting had taken nlace
all day.

The Cperation of that vart of the Division (other
than 1 Para Bde) which landed in the First Lift.

59, As with 1 Para Rde, so the remninder of
the first lift was qulcekly concentrated after
landing and moved almost without onnosition to
occuny its nre-arranred nositions.

60. Py 1430 hrs, 17 Sev, Div H.Q, had on~ned

at 657799, The G.3.0.2(Int), R.M., R.A., and

the Chief Clerk had force landed in the U.¥. and
came in a later 1ift. Shortly afterwards the

two report centres, who had parachuted after the
glider landings, Joined up. Communication was
established between the Commander's rover set and
1 Para Bde nnd 21 Indep Para Coy, but was shortly
logt with 1 Para Bde,

61,  There was intermittent firing in the woods
around Div H.Q., and occaslional salvoesg of rocket-
projected mortars, which had the effect of sveesding
up the diggine of slit trenches,

62. The ¢.0.C. visited H.G. 1 Airl-.nding Bde
during the aftecrnoon.and, later, H.Q. 1 Para Bde
and 3 Pars Bn with whom, as . alrendy related, he
spent the night.

63. 1 Alrlanding Recce San, lees one troon,

was to 4vave utironted o 'coup de main' on the

main bridge at aRNHE, but found difficulty in
assembling and this plan was abandoned. One

troon was gent to ~ssist 1 Fara Bde and the remnanin-
der held in Div rrserve and occunied a vposition.in
the woods south of REIJERSHEIDE 6781, with patrols
east and wegt along the rond ARNHEM - EDE.

64. Shortly after dark Div H.Q. moved into 4
£liders on the neighbouring L.Z. about 855798,

65. Meanwhile, by 1600 hre, 17 Sevn, 1 Alr

Landing Bde H.&L. had ovened at 664806. Unite were
disposed for the nrotection of the L.Z, nnd M, 2Z.
for the second 1lift as follows :- '

2 5. Staffor”g (less two coys).

‘REIJERS CaMP 6681

e ..../7 K.0.8.B.




Action of Div
HQ and 1 Air
Landing Bde on
Ds 1.

P

SN

7 ¥.0,8.B.

2

PLANKEN WANBUIS 6685
1 Border
- RENKUM 6276
These-positions were held until the next morning.
66. After dafk one platoon of 7 K,0.8.B. at

633839 were atvtacked repeatedly. Patrols of
this Bn penetrat=d into EDE during the night.

"Otherwise the night passed almost witnout

incident.

67. Communications so far had not worked well,
particularly from Div H.Q. to 1 Para Bde with whom,
excent for one brief neriod, no wireless contact
had been macde,

68. On the morning of 18 Sep the situation was
unchanged in the Div H.Q. and Alr Landing Bde area.
At about 0700 hrs Div H.Q. moved to cross roads
665784, with a view to continulng eastwards later
along its axis of advance.

69. At about 0820 hrs reports were received at

Div H.G¢. of enemy in HEELSUM and that onecoy, 1
Border, had been surrounded, but as yet were not

in serious difficulties. Such little information

ng came in 1Indicated that 1 and 3 Para Bns were
nmeeting very stiff owposition, as has been described,
nnd that they were neadling assistance.

70. As the G.0.C. had not returned from 3 Para

Bn and no news of him hsd been received since 1800
hrs the orevious evening, Brigadier Hicks, Commander,
1 Air Landing Bde, took over the dutles of Acting
Div Coumander about 0915 hrs.

71. At 0930 hrs it wns decided that 2 S. Staffords
(who still hnd two coys 'nd other elenments to
arrive in the second 1ift) should reinforce 1 aund

3 Para Bns nnd assist them towards the bridge by
advancing along the mqin roand HEELSUM - ARNHEM.

72. During the morning the engagement by 1

Border »t HEELSUs continued ans the coy, less its
sunporting weapons (other than M.M.Gs.), managed

to withdraw along the noerth bank.of the river through
the other coy nositions.

.To the north 7 ~,0.S.8. were involved in
qomp LSEATT fighriny, to Drot@ct the D.Z. .of 4 Para

Bde . (who were arriving in the second 1ift) parti-
‘cularly in the woods ‘about 6382, where bitter hand
.0 hand fighting: took place. '

74, At sbout 1115 hrs avpprovimately 20 M.E. 109
alrcraft strafed the D.Z. and L.Z., areas and
several glidprs burst into flanmes.

k)

?5. By 1400 hrs 2 S. Stqfforﬁs (less two coys)
were held up about 708782, and it was then decided

that the remaining two coys (due in the second 1ift)

../shou}d‘
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should join the Bn as soon as they arrived.

11 Para Bn of 4 Para Bde woul? nlso be deflected
from its nlanned task with 4 Para Bde and moved
south to follow up and assist 2 S. Staffords in
their effort to help 1 and 3 Para Bns to get to
the bridga. The remainder of 4 Para Bde (10

Para Bn and 156 Para Bn) should continue with the
original nlan of securing the hiph ground north of
ARNHEM. This decision was communicated to Brig
Hackett, Commander, 4 Para Bde, on his arrival
with the second 1ift about 1515 hrs.

OPERATIONS FROM 1500 hrs 18 SEP TO 2359 hrs 18 SEP.

Action of Div

H.G.

76. The second 1ift was due about 1000 hrs on

18 Sep but, owing to wenther conditlons 1n the

U.X., did not begin to arrive until 1500 hrs.

As on D day, the drov and landing were very success-
ful. There was slightly more flak, both during

the flight and in the L.Z. and D.Z. areas. There
was also minor ground opnosition in the D.Z. area.

77. At the same time 35 alircraft dronned a

small re-supply. This was a scattered dron, but

a fair proprotion was collected by the Div R.a.S5.C.
and taken to the Div dumn at Div H.Q." .

78. As the second list was coming in, orders
were issued to move Div H.Q. along the main axis
to the area HARTESTEIN 6978. The Hartestein
Hotel 623783 was chosen. This had previously
been a German Officesr's mess. All the offices
were installed on the ground floor, Services w=are
placed in the groun s and the tennis courts were
usad as a P.W. cage.

79. Immediately H.Q. was set up all ranks dug
in and digging was more or less completed by
nightfall.

80. There was still no news of the G.0.C. The
B.M., R.4., and ¢.S.0.2(Int) arrived with the
srcond 1ift. At this stape no c:.sualtles had been
suffered by Div H.Q.

Action of 4 Para 81. The G.S5.0.1(Ops) met Brig Hackett, Commander,

Bde on D # 1

4 Para Bde, on the D.Z. at 1515 hrs, 18 Sep, and
informed him of the change in plan duer to strong
opnosition to 1 Para Bde.

82. The Brigade Commander issued orders as
follows:

(a) 11 Para Bn to move off at once and come
under comnand 1 Para Bde on arrival at
H4ARTRESTTIN,

(h) 156 Para Bn to be prepared to lead the
advance of the Bde along the line of the
rallvay,

(c) 10 Para Bn to remain firm in area 624842,

(d) Bde H.(. move as soon as posasible to
nrea 634823,

(e) 133 Para Fd aAmbulance toc follow axis of
advance as soon as casualty situation permitted.

o - ®



action of 1
iorder on D 4 1.

wction of 7
O3B on D +~ 1.

83. About 1700 hrs Bde H.G. moved to H.w.

7 K.0.8.B. at 634822 and released them from
their task of protecting the D.Z. 7 K.O.S.B.
then reverted to command of 1 Air Landing Bde.

84, 10 Para Bn were then ordered to move
behind 133 Para Fd Ambulance as soon as they
were able to move and to detach one coy to
take over from 7 ¥.0,5.8. in area track
Junction 634822, The Bn was then being
attncked from time to time in a desultory
manner and incurred some casualtles.

85. 156 Para Bn got on the move, skirting
the D.Z. to the S.%W., directed on area 663806,
Thelr axis was the track immediately north of,
and parallel to, the railway.

86. As it was getting dark, 156 Para Bn
were ordered by H.@. 4 Para Bde to halt and
reorganise, and to oush on down the axis of
the railway at first light.

87. At the same time; 10 Para Bn was ordered
to halt in the area of road and track junction
634823 and reorganige, preparatory to moving
along the Bde axis at 0300 hrs the next morning.

88. At about 1845 hrs (fust dark) Bde H.w.
moved to ares of hotsl 647813.

89, sbout 2300 hrs Commander, 4 Para Bde,

went to Div H.Q. and rec3ived fresh instructions
for the next day, 19 Sep. The intention was to
advance between 1ncluslive road ARNHEM - EDE and
inclusive railway to secure the high ground KOEPEL
712793, with a firm left flank on the road.

20. 11 Para Bn, which had been sent to assist

2 8. Staffords to reach the bridge, had movecd

south from WOLFHEZEN 6680 and by the early hours

of 19 Sep had contacted 2 8. Staffords ahout 726778,

91. We left 1 Border extricating thelr coy
which had been surrounded at HEELSUM. By
1700 hrs the coy had fought 1its way out and
rejoined the Bn.

92. About 1900 hrs the Bn moved and spent

the night digeing in with a coy each at GRAFTCOMBE
6878, WEG 6877, astride maln road 679784 and
ZILVERENBERG 6778,

93. after the second 1ift arrived, 7 K.O0.3.B.
were released from thelir duty of nrotecting the
L.Z. About 1900 hrs the Bn began a night advance
towards 1ts objJective, the high ground betwenn
54,2(764802) and 56.5(697797) via JOHANNA HOEVE
6979.

94, These pocsitions were very strongly held

by the enemy and Lt was not possible to locate

and deal with the onposition in the dark. The

Bn, after suffering casualtles, took up a nosition




i
-

1ust hefore daWn on 19 Sep, based on JOHAKNA
HOEVE,

OPERATIONS FROM 0001 hrs 19 S&P TO 2359 hra 20 SEP.

Action of 2
Para Bn.

95. From 19 Sep to 20 Sep the cneration fell
into thre~ definic~ ghases. Theee tcok nlace.
concurrentiy bhut, for the sake of clarity, will
be described separately. They were:-

(a). The action of 1 Para Bds, with 2 8.
Staffords «nd 11 Para Bn, in the bridge
ares.

(b). Thae efforts of 4 Para Bde (less 11
Pers Br) wivh 7 X..0 3 B. to secure the high
ground noxrtih of ARNHEIM

(¢). The actions of the remainder of the
Div in the perimeter about OOSTERBEEX.

Operations of 1 Para Bde with 11 Para Bn and
2 8, Starfords,

96. Our narrative left 2 Para Bn at the

polnt where they still held the north end of

the bridge and wire suffering heavy mortaring
and shelling. The morning of 19 Sep saw the
German attack from the enst resumed with increas-
inaly heavy mortaring and shelling and qttonpted

infiltration.

97. At midday 3 enemy toanks too'r up position
near the river and shelled some of the houses,
making them untenqble Three hite were obtained
on the ranks with Fs.I.4.T. and, despite the

‘arrival of two more tanks,nthey then withdrew,

- 98. Throughout the remainder of the day attacks
. support2d by tan%s and armoured cars continued,

and by evening at least five of the houses hqd
been burned down, including a key one just east
of the bridee, - ,

99. The enemy had occupied 21l houses north

and west of the position and, although not
attempting infiltration from this area, wers able
to keep our positicns covered by automatic fire,
to'which .2 Para Bn could not afford to reply,

due to qhoxtage of ammunition, which was now
acute, _

100. The numbers of wounded had assumed serious
progortiineg and were pll evacunted to th~ cellars

nf pdes H Q.

10). On the morning of 20 Sep (D + 3), the
atindts funm the 8ant wera again resumed. alter-
native pooitions %o the heuses and ruins had been
dug 1n ke gardens, These ware now shelled at

point Diank ronge LY enemy tanks.  Cur 6-pr. anti-

tan guons conis 0% L nanned as they were under
direct small aime 2ive, '

102. A party ot ersny attamted to set charces
under the bpidre Lhis warty, and atternts
At infiitracina, were 2cunter sttacked. Liout.




Action of 1,
3, 11 Para Bne
and 2 5. Staf-
fords.
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Col. J.D, Frost was wounded and Major C.F.H.
Gough took command of the area, referring
matters of importance to Lieut. Col. Frost.

103. The Bde wirdess set on the Div Comman-
der's wave was in communication and the Brigade
Maj)or spoke to the G.0.C. (who had returned from
3 Para Bn) and staff of Div H.Q., giving the
situation throughout the day.

104. During the afternoon 4 or 5 enemy tanks
crosged the river from north to south. Never-
theless the position held firm and the bridge
wnag covered by fire through gaps between the
burning houses.

105. By evening the situation was very serious,
Nearly all the houses had been fired. Just
after dark Bde H.Q. house was set on fire. The
wounded, now very numerous, were moved to another
house, but this was set on fire before the move
could be completed. There was now nowhere to

put the wounded. Lieut. Col. Frost ordered the
Bde H.Q. narty to move out and then gave the
order for the wounded to be surrendered, '

106. The strength of the bridge party by the
evening wag reduced to about 140, A further
50/60 were lost during the night.

107, Darkness and enemy infiltration made the
position worse. At 0500 hrs on 21 Sep (D 4 4)

an attempt to retake some houses filled and it

was clear that the end had come. Bde H.G. and

the remnants of 2 Para Bn split into small parties
and attempted to break out. The majority became
casualties or were taken prisoners during the day.

108. All opposition at the bridge now ceased.
The task of this Bde was to seize and hold the
ARNHEM bridge. Thils they had carried out and
held for 3 days and until they were physically
incapable of further resistance.

109, Our account left 11 Para Bn having caught
up 2 5. Staffords at 726778 on. the evening of 18
Sep. The invention was that these two bns
together with the remnants of 1 and@ 3 Para Bns,
should attempt to reach the bridge to reinforce
2 P:ara Bn.

110. To do this, 2 S. Staffords started to

advance at 0445 hrs, 19 Sep through the main
street of ARNHEM. They were followed by 11

Para Bn. Renmnants of 1 and 3 Para Bns, under
Lieut. Col. Dobie, O0,C.,1 Para Bn, a4t the same
time started alone the river bank. -About 0730
hre, Col.. Barlow, Deputy Commander, Alr Landing
Brig:.de was sent from Div H.Q. to co- ordinate this
movement, but he A4id not arrive,

111. By 0630 hrs, 2 S. Staffords had reached

the Monastery at 754780 but could get no further,
and had suffered heavy casualties. Efforts by

11 Para Bn to mount an attack against the high
ground north of the railway failed, owing to enemy .
counter attacks, and by 1100 hrsZE& Staffords had

W ...../exhausted "’




exhausted their P.I.4.T. ammunition and had
been over-run by tanks which had inflicted
heavy casualties. It was therefore decided
to withdraw to about 725777, where there was
an anti-tank screen. Here the Bn was re--
organized into a force of five platoons and
one M.MiCG. nlatoon. '

112. This force immediately attacked DEN BRINK
so as to secure a pivot for 11 Para Bn to attack
on the line of the road running north and south
through DIEPENDAAL 7278 and HEIJONOORD 7278.
The attack succeeded but, before troops could
dig in, the position was very ‘heavily mortared
and shortly afterwards counter attacked by

tanks and overrun.

113, About the same time as 11 Para Bn were
forring up for their attack, they were also
attacked by tanks. As a result theilr attack
never materialized.

114. The result of =1l these operations was

that the remnants of 11 Para Bn and 2 S. Staffords
fell back to about rd junc 705774 and OOSTERBEEK
Church 696773, where they were organized 1into

a4 comnosite force with what was left of 1 and &
Para Bns.

115. linjor R.J.H. Lonsdale, 2 i/c 11 Para Bn,
assumed command of this force, which was known
as LONGDALE FORCE.

116. So ended a gallant attemnt to bring
succour to 2 Para Bn at the bridge.

Operntions of 4 Para Bde (less 11 Para Bn) and
7 KOSE. :

117. We left 4 Para Bde (less 11 Para Bn) on
the ~vening of 18 Sep (D 4 1) with 156 Para Bn
and 10 Para Bn halted and re-organising.

118. The Bde Commander's plan for 19 Sep

(D 4 2) was for 156 Para Bn to secure KOEPEL
while 10 Para Bn formed a firm base about
693811. 4 Para Sgn, R.E. were to remaln in
area 638804, with one anti-tan troop!1l as a
back stop.

119. 7 K.D.=.B. at JOHANNA HOEVE were put

under command 4 Para Bde. One coy was glven

the task of protecting the L.Z. for the third
1ift, containing the Polish glider element,

due that afternoon, in area 6880. another .

coy was to take over the LICHTENBEEK feature 7079
after cavnture by 156 Para Rn and act as a firm
base for a further advance, while the remainder
of the bn remained firm in their present nosition.

19 Sep 44. 120. Early on the morning 12 Sep, 156 Para Bn

put in two unsuccessful attacks on the LICHTENEEEK
Peature, but were firm on 56.5(6979). 10 Para Bn
had also met strong opposition but, by about mid-
day, were. consolidating in the aren 690810. By
that time 4 Para Bde H.G. had been drawn up 1o
road and track junction 685799 and 4 Para Sgn, R.E.
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to ©72804,

121, At about 1400 hrs the Div Commander
visited the Commander, 4 Para Bde, It was
obvious that 4 Para Bde were unlikely to make
further precgress on’ their present axis and the
Div Commander dlscussed two alternative plens
with the Bde Commender., One of these was for
4 Para Bde to discontinue thelr present task,
disengage and pass through the northern half
of 1 Airlanding Bie's position with a view to
forming the eastern,flank to the Div position’
on the line rosd and railway crossings 712784,
715730 and 712774, It was still hoped that

4 Para Bde would by this action joln up with

1 Para Bde in the %own., Thus the Div position
wo1ld become & rectangular bBox with its west
and east flanks held respectively by 1 Ailrland-
ing Bde =and 1 Pars Bde, with.4 Para 2de in the
centre, the south flenk resting on the open
ground Just north of the river,

122. As a2 result of this discussion, and on
recelving informetion about 1500 hrs of enemy
movement eestward.from HIZILSUM and RENKUM,
Commander, 4 Para Rde, ordesred 10 Para Bn to .
disengmge forthwith and withdraw to the WOLFHEZEN
crossing, which wag to be seilzed =nd held as a
pPreliminery in case he was reauited to move his
Bae 1n accordance with the above plan, Shortly
afterwards confirmstion was sent to 4 Para Bde
from Div H.Q, that this plan was to be put into
operation,

123, Commander, 4 Para Pde, then gave ordsrs

for an immedliate withdrawal, 156 Para Bn were
to.R.V. -south of the railwsy about 679796,

7 K.0.S.B. were to move to area 20,5(672794),
reverting %o command 1 Airlendlng Tde on arrival,
Bde H.Q. were to move to Pt £3.2(672797).

124, 10 Para Bn found considerable difficulty
in disengaging.” and both other Bns were under * °
considerabhle gmdll hrmg,. mprtar and S.P. gun
fire from north of the area. R

125, Into this situation there arrived about-

1600 hrs the Polish glider.element,.landing in
area’6880., The-enemy résction was violent:
pressure and volume of fire immediately incressing.
This did not meke things eesler.for.156 Pars Bn

and 7 K.0,8.B., who had by then just received

thelr orders for sn immsdialte move, and some
congestinn, eplitting up af subd-units and temporary
logs cf directlon took place when they started to
withdraw, » ST .
126, By 1800 hrs 10 Para Bn had arrived at the
WOLFHEZZEN croseing, whlch they found partially
occupled, but managed nsvevtheless to occupy A
posltlon. just south of it, At the sams time
4 Para San, R.T., were engagsd 1n passing the:
Bde transport through the culvert at 658804 ;

a difficult task owing to deep, lodse gand.. ;

127, The enemy oulekly foiiowéd up these withe
drawals, but was not allowed'to det beyond the

P
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line of the rallway, 3By nightfall, 19 SepD,
10 Para Bn and 4 Para San, R.%., had reached the
points just given, 156 Para En (aporoximately
o70 strong) were holding a position from 678799
to 674797, with Bde H.Q. dug in about Pt 23,2
(6879)., Some of 156 Para Bn did not cross
the rallway but moved to a poslition about
673804, from which only the Q.M. and 6 men
ever re-appeared,

128. IMeanwhile 7 K.0.S.B. had been able after
considerable difficulty to concentrate at 1ts
appointed R,V, at 672794, excepl for A Coy who
were belng strongly attacked in thelr detached
position about 686813. (4 Para Bde reported
that later ~bout 40 men of 7 K¢0.5.B. jolned
them: these may have been scme of A Coy),

129. On reaghing thelr 2. V., no representative
of 1 Airlanding Bde could be found, so 7 K.0.S.B.
continuesd thelr move until contacting a Coy

of 1 Border about cross roads 679784.. The
gecond-in-Command 7 K.0.S5.B. had, however, gone
on shsad ~nd obtrined lnstructions from Div H.Q,
to occupy » position to the richt and north of
o1 Indep Para Coy, who were about 693793, They
nocordingly occupled that nisht the L shaved
wood and 2 small wood to the enst of it about
696791, '

20 Sep 44. 130. At 0015 hrs, 20 Sep (D 3), 4 Para Rde
reported to Div H.Z7. thnt 156 Para Bn and Bde
H.Q. Wwere now located At 682798, 10 Para En
©670799. :

5

131. This marked the end of efforts to cnpture
the high ground north of ARNHEM,

132, ‘It now remsains to relate the events 1nside
the Div perimeter in OOSTERBIEK from 19 SeD.

The sctlon of the remsinder of the Div in the
perimeter ~bout 00ST=ARBZEK frcm 0001 -hours 19
Sep to 2359 hours 20 Sep.

19 Sep 44.
Action at Div 133, At 0725 hours the G.0.C. returned from 1
He Qo Parn Rde, ~nd Brigadler Hicks returnad to command

e ratnoen r—

1 Airlanding Bde. A%t this stage communicatlons
existed with 4 Prra Bde, 1 Alrlending Bde ~nd
o1 Indep Fars Coy. There was still no communi-
cetion with Corps or Bfse, ‘

134. Colonel ®arlo™, Deputy Commander, 1 Alr-
1anding Bde was sent to co-ordinate the efforts
of 1, 3, 11 Para Bns ~nd 2 S. staffords who were
attempting to get through to 2 Para Bn on the
bridge. He was not neard of =~gnin, .

135. At 0845 hrs, CRA ~nd GS01(Ops) visited
H.Q, 4 Para Rde 2nd confirmed detalls of
objectives for 4 Para Bde's Attempt to selze
the high ground north of ARNHEM,

136. During the morning there was intarmittent
strafing by M.Ee., but little damrge mas done.

.‘ eeees/137.




. « . o * f v
. ‘ I

Actlion of 1

Alrlanding Bde

Action of

LONSDALZT

I'orce,

] < .
?age 17'

137, An &ir Bupply drop took plase at 1600 hours
on a pre-arranged DZ on the opsn ground about 7179,
Feillure in cammunications had precluded warning
Corps or U.K. that the D.Z, was in enemy hands,
There was consldereble flak to meet the aircraft
and all supplies fell into enemy hands. Tvery
effort was made with Tureka, yellow smoke, verey
lighte, ground strips and yello™ celanese triangles
to attract the attentlon of the pllots and get
them to drop thelr supplies on the =area of Div H,Q.
6978, Thils had only a very limited success,

138, The drop of the perachute slement of 1
Folisih Indep Pora Bde Gp, Wwhich formed the major
part of the third 1ift, dild not take place on
19 Sep. It wag now cleesr thot they could not
carry out their original task of landing south
of the main ARNHZM bridge, crossing 1t and occupy-
ing thelr positions east of AANHEW, It was
therefore decided to arrange a new D.Z. for the
Polish perachute element, north east of DRIZL
6875 and to glve them the task of holding 2 firm
bridgehead on the south bank of the river in the
area of thelr DZ.

139. At 0800 hrs 19 Sep, 7 KOSE pessed to
commend of 4 Pares Bde =2nd thelr efforts to
assist in gaining the high ground north of
ArHIM hnve been related. ;

140, As we have seen, 2 S, Staffords were under
command of 1 Para Ede ~nd were attempting to
reach 2 Para Bn 2t the bridge.

141, The dlspositions of the remeinder of 1
Alrlanding Bde early on 19 Sep were as followg$=

Bde Hq - -~ BILDZABERG 6878
1 Border - - From BILDERBERG TO HZVEADORP 8877

Glider Fllots- Aren GRAFTCOMZE 6878

¥ D.S. - Menr cross ronds 696784

142, 1 Border hed ~ frirly oulet day until
1900 hrs, hen ~ll thelr coy locmalities were
attacked. They repulsed 21l these attacks,

143, 7 KOSE reverted to command 1 Air Landing
Ede on reaching 696791 about midnight.

144, We hrve shewn how, by 2400 hrs, remnants
of L 3, 11 Parn Zns and 2 S. Staffords were
orgainised into a compnsite force about ro~d
Juncticn 705774 ~2nd OOSTZAREEZK church 696773,
The strength of these remnants was ng follows:-—

1 Pnrn Bn - 115
3 Fare Bn -  4C
11 Pare En - 150
2 S. Stafiords =~ 100
Glider Pilots -~ 30
F.0 04, - 2

09.0./20 Se 4:4:.
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145, We hevk seen that; at 0015 houre, the
locetions of 4 Para Bde were as follows!-

Bde H.Q. 2nd 156 Pnrs Bn - 6582798
10 Psra En - 670799

148, At =about 0S00 hrs heavy shelling Pnd
mortaring of the whcle Div area started, At

the same time 4 Prrn EBde started thalr move
eastwards, %o enter the Div perimeter, nlong

the route Pt 23.2(6879) - trnck junction

677794 — BAZEDE LALN - rond jJunction 683785,

in the order of 156 Fars Fn, Pde HO And 10 Para 3n,

147, Althouszh 156 Pspra Bn game under fire
almost At once ot 678795, they h~d by 0715 hrs
overcome thls. Later they ngaln met hervy
cpposition. A rizht flanking movement by C
Coy 2lmost resched the rord junction a2t 679784
but was hsld up r~bout 200 yds short of 1%,
However, by 1000 hrs the Zn had closed up ~nd
wag covering ths rond ~nd track Junctlion =t
682786, At this time the Bn .strength was nbout
90 all r~nks.
148, The enemy were now obviously 1n some
strength betweén 4 Farr Bde and 1 Alrlanding Bdes
10 Para Bn were thersfore ordered to move round
the east of 156 Bare BEn from track junction
682787 to road junction 687783. This advance
enteilad clearing away oppositicon nll the way
but,. hy about 1200 hre, they reportzd to 4 Para
Bde HEQ that they had renched the VALKENBIAG L!AN
6878 nnu vigre movina gouth,

" 1
149, Eneny fire h=ad been growing in intensity
81l the ‘time, with ~ttrcks which wers pressed
home strongly =nd. by 1215 hrs, =t lemst two
enemy tanks nad spperrsd on the scene.

150, 10 Prra En "'ere therefors ordared to

break through 5 the main Div position at all
cos*s and A% 131C ars Lt. Col: Smythe ~And Major
Warre, CU »nd 2 i/c¢ of Bke 3n, with rbout 60

all ranika Lné toiunl effac tvve strength of thelr
Bn. arrived At DLv n:Q. Thsy were told %o
reorgenice And ccoupy o position covering X rosds
7057683 from the enss. %

151, th rameindsr of 4 Pﬂr°‘5de;contlnued to

be sudbjestad te determinsd ntircls by infantry
suppo rr»a my tanke; viich ”e“w cunly prevxnted

Troi g20% Jpo ricat lome o) 1w.baLﬂte counter .
ﬁu ﬂn?s and gren~de thro”*n@ N 2

157, ’C’quﬁlulec had besen he“vy pqrticulhrly

in officsrs, and the enemy ceemed determined to
liqiildate the pesition before dark. .The Bde
Command=~-*ne“e9ure dooldad to try to break

out and male » dash for the m~in DPlv position,
This Wags pucs eSsFu~ and et 1850 hrs Brie. HACKETT
reported %b D17'HY thet~ 166 Pars Bn, about 70
strong, were.rsorganising sbout ©689784; Bde

«vess/JHO
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HQ\  were conrentroted about 691785, 4 Pars
San RE had #1lso arrived 1ln the same area about 50%
strong.

153, 4 Para Bde's strength, and events of

20 Sep con the Hastern flank, yet tc be described,
made 1t impossible for them to osccupy the line
orlginally intended. Therefore, with 10 Para

Bn alrsady helding a position round c¢ross roads
70578Z%, 158 Para Bn wmaere given.a similar area
with 1ts centre at 697787. This they occupled
at 19Z0.hours,

154, The #nstern front of the Div outside
AnlihE was very exposed for ths enemy was by this
time astride the railway and road approaches
Letween ARNHEM and OOSTERBIIZK and prevensed all
efforts to supply or get physic=l touch with 1
Para Ede in ARNHEM, Thers was little or nothing
at this stage to stop thas enemy if he attacked
in the directlion of OOSTERBEZK, from tha east,
wkere Div HQ and Div troops ware situated.

155, 1In the remsinder of the Div area, 20

Sep, Wwes chlelly remarkeble as being the day

when intense mcrtaring »nd shelling really started
followed by determined infantry attacks supported
by %anke or SP guns. The resulte of these were
that, on the FBestern psrimeter, the 1ins could
only be cestablished from cross rosds 702684 ~
OOSYEREZEX Station 703874 end evan then the

force 2vnllable wag insufficient to prevent
infiltretion, The KDS at cross ronds 697784

wag Ln e.eny iands.,

H

156, The Light Regt were very sctively engaged
21l d=ay in ecupport of 1 and 4 Para RBdes. The
sp:=c and accuracy with which support wasg given,
beih now 2nd later, prevanted many incipient
encriy Aattacks from developing,

.

157. Ths suppiy drop %ook place about 1700 hrs,
Oodugrtion wag Again intense. but the drop wasg
mere susnzsgful this time and unlts pleked up
such conteiners and peaniers as fell 1n thelr
vieinity. 20 Sen ended with a message from HQ
Arrborne Corps saying that the NIJMHIGEN bridge
ha¢ Leen captvred intact.
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188, AT 0900 hrs,; the Div Commander held a

cceriereroa n" Div HQ and divided the remalning
troops Lnto tvo forceg. Thatv under Brigedier
RICKS Meing responsible for the west slde of
the perimster, And that uader Brigadler HACKETT
for the ¢ast side:-

Brigaller Hilcks.

S ew—s

Recce &an — 694795 -
7 ¥,0 5.5. ~ 6C4791.
21 Tndep Pars
Coy . =, 690789
eves>/Glider ‘

. i ]
E o y o,




Action of

Erigedier
Hackett's

force.

Action of
Prigedier
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Glider Pllots - 687787
1 Para San RE)
< Fara Saon RE) About wood 688785
9 Fd Goy RT )

1 Border - Batween KOUDZT HERRBERG
6878 and HEVEADORP

Erigelior Hackebt, *

186 Para: Pn= - 897787
10 Pera Bn ) - Cross roads
Glider Fllots) 696784

Elements of 1, 3 and 11 - Chureh
Para Bns (Lonsdale Force) 696773

1 Light Regt RA and ,
2 8. Staffords. - 694774
(Thompson Force)

159. BRBrigadler Hackett established his H;Q.

at 696784, There was hervy nortaring and ghelling
during the morning, particularly in Lonsdale

Force area.

160, 156 Para Bn wasg attacked durineg the after-
noon as wasg 10 Para Bn, but both h=1d firm and
repelled the attacks, "Later a heavy ettack,
supported by S.P, guns, develonped Against 10
Para Bn., They wers cver run and most of thelr
houses vere set on fire. There were now no
officers 1n 10 Fara Fn and very few men. They
managed to come to tre curface m2gain and re-~
estarlisghed themsalves In some of thelr old
houses, “here they were subjected to constant
atteck for the nsxt two desys. Lurlng the day

30 Corps artill .oy gave veluable sunoort pﬂfti-
cularly in 10 Para Enis arsa,

161, During thls day Erig Hackett was Wounded
end handed »over command to Lieut. Col. Murray,
Gilder Pilot Regt,

1le2, 7 £,0.8.B. were troubled by snipers who

had infiltravead during the previous night, and the

Hick's Force.moraing was spent in carrying out miner attﬂcks

o w.
' : 4

to clear them cu%. JAhout 1630 noure the enemy

putl in a determined attack on 7 K.C.3.8, The En
replicd wlth A vigorous counter attack culminating
in a baycnet chargs, "hilch comple*ely cleared the
enemy from the aren leaving large numbers of his
dead 211 the field.

163, This Bn lost heavily in the estion, (4
Officers killed and 8 woundad)., It was therefore
decided tO slide step 2and fill the gap hetveen

them and 2L Indep Fara Coy. This move wag carried
out without major incident., The Bn subsequently
moved T¢ ares 60937388,

164, 1 Bowrder were also heavily attacked during
the day, and agein 1in the evening. One coy 7ere
driven from their positlon aboul 685770 and, desplte
gallant efforts to reterke 1t. were eVentuwlly foreed

....'/back
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back to the area 692774,

-

Actioh:of> 165. As has been related, the Div Commander.
Div HQ. held an "O" group at 0800 hrg and reorganiged . . ¢

the available forces,

166. At 1000 hrs the heavy shelling and-
mortaring set the Div ammunition dump on fire
and, after strenuous =fforts by Dlv HQ verson-
nel, the fire was brought under control,

167, An air_re—supply took place at aboﬁt
midday, The supply aireraft casme in "escortedt

by K.E.109s and it wag not successful, A CLe
further supoly drep 1n the sfternoon was more
successful,

168, There was véry 1ittle food throughout
the Division and scarcely any water. Ammuni-—
tion was also running very low.

169. During the afternoon advantage was

taken of the guns of 64 Medium Regiment, of

30 Corps, who carried out many shoots, bresking
up many attacks before they began or could
becoms dangerous, Throughout this and gucceed-
ing days the fire of this regiment wag of the

greatest assistance,

170, The maln wirelsss net wag still working,
except to Corps, The =2air support resr link
wag knocked out by morter fire, but had at no
time been in toueh mith 1ts control. Tvery
effort was made to eontact Alrtroops (Rear)

in U.X, and re-direct ths supply drooping aip-
craft,

Action of 1 171, e have seen that ths Polish anti tank

Indeo Poligh brttery landed in glliders on the 18th and 19th

Fara Ede Gp. Sep. They were pllotted tasks within ths Div
perineter, .

172, After two postponements of 24 hours
sach, the parachute element of the Polish -
Indep Ede Gp took off from the U.K. on 21 Sep,
At 1715 hrs they begen to arop on the new DZ
south of the river, The weather. was not good
and a number of aircraft returned. to U.X,
without drcpping their lo=4d.

173, At 2100 hrs Bde patrols ascertained that
the RZVEADOHP ferry 6876 had been sunk and the
north bank of the river at that roint was held
by the enemy, -

174. At 2230 hrs the Bde L.O, from Div HQ
arrived with instructions for the Pde to cross
the river, while the Div would endeavour to
attack the northern end of the ferry and ‘send
over boats anda .rafts. _

175. 'When the leading elements of the Rds
reached the river it wag found that neither
hoatsg nor rafts had arrived. The Bde Commender
therefore decided to move to DRITL 6875 and
establish defensive positions there,

ooovo/?'? SEP
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Action in the
Div Ferimeter.
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22 Sep - 24 Sep.

170, BSome re-adjustment was necessary before
first light on 22 Sep. The perimeter wasg ‘
contracted on the northern foce and the Recce
San camé under cormmand Srigndler Hackett!s

(now Lieut. Col, Murray'‘s) force and, tozether
with 21 Indep Fora Coy arnd 4 Para Sqn R.7,
were meved over to the eastern flank, The .
former cccupled positions from cross ro-ds
698784 to ASH7R0. and a detachment of Div

KA, S.C, extended the line from 695780 to . 695776,
4 Para Saon We g held in Ede reserve near 4
Para Bde H.N. about 695784,

177, The ground included 1n the Div perimeter
wag an odd combination of thickly wecoded country
and built up areas., The west and centre were
well woodea, and the north and tastern flanks
reeved in the streets.ana houses. The. southern
flank was the R, LEX, :

178, During 22 Sep the G.S.0.1(0Ops) and C.R.E..
left to cross the river to contact the Polish
Bde and 30 Corps. They returned durlne the
night 235/24 Sep. The British G.S8.0,1(L) from
tne Folish Bde also arrived at Div H.N.

179, ©a the night of 29/93.Sep AavOroxX. 50

. . " ‘. '

men of 1 Polish Pars Bde were ferrisd across
as reinforcsments 2and on the next night about
150, ‘These were dloced under Frigadiler Hicks,
Thrt greater numbsrs were not got Across vas
due largely to lack of facllitles,

180, Durlng the evening of 23 Sep a suvoly

drop took place, bHut only a very em~ll auantity
could ve pickea .vp. Thils chiefly due to the

wide dlspersion ana s2lso cwing to the sctlivity

of enemy snipers. That collected did, however,
slightly relieve the food chortaue for the "ounded.

181, On the night 24/25 Sep, 4 Dorset of 130

Rée (43 Div) ottempted » croscin:, but . the landings
made were very scattered, 2 large proportion

being in the area of the HIVELDOAP ferry, which

wag firmly in enemy hands. The En never concen-
trated 28 & Iightinp unlt fter cnoqsinz.

1e9. The prisoners 4n tha tennis courts

near» Div RB.7 wers beglnning to feel the effects
0# short racibng and of their own shelling =nd
mortg:tnﬁl anc were beginninc to‘ouote Geneva Conw -
vantiong ,
183. From 22 Sep until the movnind of 25 Sep

1T wa3z {'cr these in the perimeter 2 auestlon of
withesnading continucus attacks, mortaring and
sheiling - The forcs wag dwindling steadlly

in rumderg And svrength owlng to casunlties in
offlicers: D man mnd weapons, ~nd vas becomling
i1creny Jnnly choprt-of ammunition. fuch patching
bty emall varties and frequsnt minor rs-adjust-
meritia i Lo per_mater Were necessary, but, sxcept
for ths dellibereatc closing in of the north face

-0f the perwmater. 11ttle or no ground wes lost

and Trhe wenaswsal way oul remninad tha same
thrs:;u;““ “lie defencs. . From this time onrards

cees/rations
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in wood 795777 and ~ shoot by 64 fedium
Regiment wasg carrted out on thils ares which, .
1t should be noted, was in thes centre of the'
Div pos*tion-. At many othar »lacess snipers
and esome #.:i.Gg. "ers in position ineide our
lines, Aand most unitg vere to some extent
encircled #nd cut off from thelr nelghbours.
Suech was the position wasn the withdrawsl
began. :

190, Right from the time of lending, the

Dutch poovul~st on provsd themeelves most help-

ful in Liroviding Infornaticn ~nd guldes, and
agsieting with ths woundea, Thls they continued

to do on a2ll pecseible occrelons throushout the
operation, thoush during ths close encirclsment

of the Div perimeter from D + 3 till the evacuation
agslistance was lnevitably limited.

THE WITHDAAWAL TO NIJM SGEN

191, At 2145 hrd, 25 Sep the first units to
withdraw crossed the .etarting lins, which was
the rosd batween ‘road Junction 79?774 and CHURCH
796774, The enemy wag mortaring and shelling
very heavily at thnls time, whlch msade thinzs
difficult for the first units to move,

192, However, about 2200 hrg the snemy flre

slockened 2nda, thoush there wag o considerable
amount of sprsmodic shelling, mortaring, ITG
fire and qnioinp, 1t 414 not seriously 1nterfere
with movsmant, Ths enemy made no move himself
to prevant. the withdraval, for which 30 Coros
artillery concentﬂﬂtione ”ere no doubt largely
responsible.

193, The niIght was derk with =n overcast sky,
hervy roin 2na o etrong wind; most sultabvle
conditlions for thes ocersion.

19ﬁ. Ferrylng acrose the river beman at 2200
hrs as plannea, ~»nd continusd taroushout the
nizht. Ths behaviour of thne troovs durlng

the vithdrawsl ana the long woit thrt most of
them had in the cold rein beside the river was.
exenplary; perticulerly for m=n vho h~d ba
fi-hting continuously for nins d=ays, ~nd for
some who hed had practically neithar sleep nor
food n~nd only very little water.

195. By dswn on /6 Sep, when opsrations h~d

to cease, approx 1700 all renks of the Jivision
and 420 Glider Pilots herd besn farriled ccirosgs
About 300 men still remeined, =11 who could @wim
having ~lready done so.

196, - After eroselne, all ranks maPched to =2
RV, south of DalZL, vhers rum, tse, hot food
and = blenkst wers provlded by 43 Div, an
excellent snd much ~poreclnted reosation.'

197, Too much praise cannot be g1VDn to the:
excallence ¢f the srrangamants made by 43 Div for
thes crossing of tra river and subseauent transvort

aniafin

wag provided from DRIEL to #IJHIGTZHN where the

o o
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ratlons and water were very short and

the evacueticn 2anu care of ths wounded was
always & worry, Aas most of the time the ¥,D,S.
waes Iin snemy hands, Movement bacame very
restricted, oving to inflltratlion of enemy
smipers and, latterly, M,M.%s., BElockinz of
roads ang tracks by PQIlan trees, branches and
by demaged vehlcles mede the use of tne few
curvlving Jesne almost impossible,

184, At sbout 0605 hrs on 25 Sep, the Div’
Commander recelved a lattsr from Commander,

43 Div, whileh explained that SZCOND Army's
intention wag not now to form a bridegehead
owver the IIDZd nIJN nser Adﬂth, It also z~ve
the plan for th v:tnaravpl of ths Division
south of the rﬂver on whatsver date -should be
agreed, The ‘Div Commander thersfore 1nfonﬂ°d
43 Div by ®/T that the withdrawal must ta
place on the night 25/26 Sep and this was shorﬂy
after-agreed, It was to be known 25 Operation
'zonlINY,

135, At 1030 hrs on 25 Sep, the Div Commander
geve out hls orders, Crossing was to start

at 2200 hrs, 2and unlts were to withdarnvw on a
timed programme, by t7vo routes, In agneral
those furthegst from ths river were %to etarst
first, It was not exvected that elther of
these routes would bhs free from enemy inter—
ference, but they were thp begt vosgible; ohe
belng on the Weqt and on2 on the enst glde of
the Div mArea., 1'Airlsnding Bde ~nd + Pare
Ede were to post ruldes on the weest =nd- cast
routes respsctively And Div R.E, 7ere to mark
the way to the river from th- points whare
these routee mst the opsn ground north of the
rivear,

186, Units vers to move to the river in
parties of fourtean, mhicia number ag 20Droxi-
mptely » bostlond., 3oots vers to be mufflad

so ag to deadesn the noise and, 1f fired on,
parties were to toke =zvaglive nction, and only
fight if ‘edémpelled to, so ns to »void the danger
of indiscriminate firing, 0On »rrivel 2t the
river, partics were to 1lle down under covaer

of the bank and »walt thelr turn for = bo=t,

v

187, The gu=rd on the Div F,7, Jrce (211
volunte=rs) wag to ramein in pos'ticn till 0130
hours, 2u Sep, when 1%t as to wifndre™ sg un-
ostentatiously 28 posgible, Thars mere abouk
P00 prisoners. in the cega at thls time,

128, © BG Div K,f, arranged "1th C.C.a0 5., 30
Corne, for a comprehensive artilllary vrogrore
to cover tne holes withdreol, The efficis =ney
of thie then *h= wtthdrovwel haran undountedly
contributed very larzely to the success of %the
opsration, : '

189. 2& Sep "ns aulater then tha day Tefore,
.but by the, and ths doy =nen; infiltr-tion wes
considarable, he enamy —ers Tirnly estahlished

ceeee/in
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remaing of the Division were concentroted by
1200 hrs, 26 Sep. ~

FrOul NIJMEGEN TO .U, K.

198. At 1430 hrs, 26 Sep, the ¢.0.C, held =
conference at NIJUMEGZN, the chief vpolnts belng
the collection and rsorgenisation of units,
clothing of personnel snd composition of
nominal rolls by units of all those present.
Accomodation was allotted on th= basgis of

one bullding for both Para Bdes, ons for 1
Alrlanding Bde and a third for Div Troops and
Glider Pilots,

199, The 'Sesborne ta1l' of the Division had
already arrived in NIJuIGEN, and had been sble
to prepare thils accommodation. This ~lso

meant that ths great majority of the survivors
recelved thelr large packs containing = complete
change of clothing,

200, Adveance partilés were ordered to move early
on 27 Sep to GRAVE airfield in order %o

fly to U.X,, prior to the return of the Division
by alr to i1ts normal loc~otions. On 27 Sep,
however, 1t was found that GRAVE airfiesld could
not be used 2nd so a smell advance oarty under
the AJA, & 0,M,G, went by ro~d to BAUSSELS and
thence to U.K. by =ir.

201, The mornine of 27 Sep wag spent in reorg-
nnisation »nd clerring up vrior to the Division
belng paraded for » visit by Lt. Gen, FeA M,
Erowning, Commander Ailrborne Corps, at 1700 hrs.
He visited ~ll three bulldings, at each explained
the blg plcture of Operation 'MARKET', and compli-
mented the Division on its nchlsvemants,

202. On 26 and 27 Sep the G¢.0.C. visited 30 Corps,
43 Div »nd 64 lMed Regt, R.A., =and thanked them for
thelr ssslstance to the Division both during the
battle and the withdrawal, On 28 Sep G.0,C,
visited E.T., SZCOND Army and had lunch with the
Army Commander. He then went to Tac HeMe, 21

Army Group where he spent the night as the guest
of Fleld iMarshel Montgzomary.

203. Cn the evenling of 27 Sep, instructions

were issued for the move of the whole Division,

including Glider Filots, by roerd to DIEST the

next dey, prior to returning to U.X. by air from
BRUSSELS, This move wasg completed without

Icident by 2pprox 2000 hrs, 28 Sep, but to LOUVAIN
instead of DIEST, The former was much nsarer
ERUSSELS airfield and hod better accomodation.

Ths Division spent a most comfortable nizht in

'LOUVAIN, ms = result of the excellent arrangements

made by Rear H.Q,, SECOND Army. The route taken
from NIJTHZIGEN to LOUVAIN weg via EINDEOVZIN
and DIZST, o o

- 204, Jn 29 Sep, 21lthough the Weather,%as unpromig-

ing, 470 Glicer Pilots were evacuated to the U.K.
During the morning, Major Genersl 11liams, Com-

'manding General; 9th Troop Carrier Command, flew

over in his own aircraft to pick up the G.0.C.

vcooo/The
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The latter was met at CRANWELL by Lieut, General -
Brereton, Commanding General, Firgt Allied Alrborne
Army, and by M or General Crawford, Director of
Air, The weather was not very sood until about 140
hrs. when 1t cleared sufficlently, and bhetween

then and 1630 hrs the whols of the survivors of

the Div, less I ahd 4 Para Bdes and R.A.S5.C. had
teken off.. 1 Air Landing 2de We1u to WOODHALL .SPA,
Within walking ﬁjﬁlcn e of their tlilets and the
remainisr innded nt DARKSTON H‘AWH oAd SALTBY,

205, ©Cn SC Stp-theiremaining survivors vere
clecred during the morning and wéreg g1l back
in their rnornal lozetions by ebout 1400 hrs.

206. Thus ended operation HARKET, the sixtesnth
operation planned by the division since 6 Jun 44,

i
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ADMINISTRATIVE ASPECT OF THE OPERATION

GENERAL.

207. As the role allotted to the Division after 6 Jun <4 w.z in
effeet that of standing Tty .to carry out at shert notice, with or
without assistance of U.S. ‘Alrborie Divs, operations of’ wldely
varying natures anywhere 1n FnANGu or; later, in the LOY COUNTRIES,
any administrative pian had to be

(a) Flexible ~ to cope with the varying types of opera-
tions, varylng Orders oi Rattle and the varled numbers of
alrcraft allotted to the adminlecrrative echelon,

(b) sSimple - s0 as to be easily, assimilated by units in
the short time avallable for brieiing,

-

208, Theoontinual plannLng snd subseauent cancellation oﬂ~opera—
tions enabled the administrative drlill %o be worked out and the
adminlstrative plan to be thoroushly understood by all, All Ad-
ministrative Orders were based on two c¢cmprehensive Administrative
Ingstructions 1ssued prior tov € Jun and, for operations planned
subseauently, the only detalls to be sent out were:-

(a) Allotment to Transit Camps,

(b) Allotment of troop carrying transport to airfields.

(¢) Allotment of alreraft to sdministrative echelon,

(da) Detalls of re-supply.

(e) Locations of Div FMC and P7 Cage.

(f) Money exchange afrangements.

LAUNCHING OF OPERATION,

209, Transit Camps occupled varied according to the allotment of
units to airfields, which was nscessarily different for each op-
eretion, For operatisrn WAPKXET both Psrachute 2des, who ware
taking off from air‘LeL s 1in tne.FRAﬂlhAL area, utlliqed thelir
own billets, whilst the remainder of ule uwacion cccupled camps
on airfields in the South, extending rTrem MAHRGATE to TAARANT
RUSHTON, in Dorsetv. #Aliccaticn o trocps to camps 1s shewn at
Appendlx YA, '

210, The movement of troéps to transit camps and: thereafter to
alrfields reoulred more transport tnan could bte provided from
Divieglonal resources, Three extra War Office controlled RASC
Coys were, therefoie, QTtauJFu o th2 Div durianz the preparatory
period but, workirg on aih allotmsent of oae v hicle per stick of
parachutists, even thesse meh not have been sufficlent had the
whole Divislon hada to vake cif in ons 1ift,

MAINTENANCE PLAN,

211, Based on %the asgsturance tha% the Div wes to e llnked up
with ground forces afiér Touv dnye, The maintenance plan was as
fellows:~-

(a). Supplies. All troops to land with two P4-hr rations
, pPar mMAn, sSila gmersency ration per man.
. 4 Azl gli dn*% *2 carry one -tox of Compo,

weveo/(D)e '
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(b)., Petrol. 350 miles ver vehicle.

(¢). Ammunitioen. 1st Line Scales plus a considersble
. amount of certaln extra ammunition
carriasd in:-

(1) Spare contailners by Units.
(11) Airborne vehicles of RASC.

(111) Rulk loaded Hamilcars (see para
' 216 below),

It was appreclated that the following types of ammunition
would be particularly regulred and these types formed the bulk
of the load of the RASC vehicles and Hamilecars:-

75 mm, 6-pr. 17-pr, 3" Mor HE, PIAT

(4) Ordnance. It was not considered that a large Ordnance
detachment was necessary but only sufficlent
personnel to recelve, 1list and issue stores
recelved by alr. A certain amount of space
was, however, allotted to ordnance stores in
the bulk loaded Hamilears, See Aopendix !R!,

(e) REME. It was thought that the main task of REME
‘would probably be the maintenance of wireless
sets and weapons and that there would be no
time or opportunity durine the operation for
major repailrs to vehicles, All jespns were,
however, supolled with spares in order that
repalirs could be carried out by theilr drivers,

(f). RASC. One Para platoon drovped or landed with eaoh
. Ede. Five gliders were allotted to sach Para

platoon for the carriasge of thelr jeeps and
trailers which would be used to carry spare
ammunition for the Bdes in the 1initial stages,
but would later revert to control of the CRASC
for the use 1n clearing Div suvply drovs.
The balance of 18 Horsa Gliders were used to.
transport half one light transport platoon,
RASC, who were to carry Div spare ammunition
and to carry out normal RASC dutiss within
the Div.

(g). Provost. One Sec of Provost dropped or landed with
. each Ede and two Secs with Div HQ, Their
dutles were normal,

ORDER OF BATTLS.

212, For detslled Order of Battle of A/Q Staff and Services
see Appendix 'C',

SUFFLY BY AIR.

213, Refore departure, lists of 2mmunition =2nd stores reauired
for supply by alr, based on the flgures of alrcraft avallable,
had been given to HQ Airborne Troops., Certaln SDPs had been pre-
selected.

Marking of SDPs was to be carried out by 21 Indep Para Coy
using Zurekes on predetermined freauencles, After drop all

vesss/stores
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stores were to be cleared to Div Maint Ares by RASC ond icsued to
units on demand. Any curpluses bullt up were to be hended over
to HQ Alrborne Corps on its arrival,

21z, That the re-supnly of the Div was unsuccessful can be attri-
buted to varlous.factors, the main of which vers:-

(2) In the early stages lack of communications prevented
changes in SDPs being noti<led to Bnasge

(b) The strength of the enemy Flak defences caused consider-
able loss to a2lrcrsft, forced them to take evasive action
and preventsd aacurﬂte dropnins,

(c) The comprrativaly smrll sizs of the Div perimeter,
combined wita (b) above, meant that the major vortion
of the rssupnly f211 into enemy hands,

(d@) Lack of communic=ations betwesen ground and alr prevented
the exact locatlon of SDPs being notified to the air-
craft when overheand. Some form of VCP in future 1is
eesential,

(e) The constant shelling and mortaring and consCouant
loss of vehlcles made collection and distribution on
a Dlv and even Bde level 1n ths later staces 1mpos—
sible, Unlts merely recoversd what they could from
containers dropping in thelr own aree,

215, Detalls of stopes drovped, aircraft losses =2nd approximate
figures of the re-supply ectually recovered are shovn in Ap-
pendices 'D', 'E' and 'F',

EULK LOADED HAMILCARS.

216, A jeep 2nd traller carried in a Horsa Glidsr can never
really carry =sconomical loads of ammunition and suoplies =nd 1t
hed always been appreciated thet =2 supnly drop wasg at Hegt =
somewhat chancy business, It was, toerefors, daclded to experi-
ment in loading threse Hamllece~s completely with stores and

using RASC transport to clzar thsm to ths Div Meintenance Arss on
arrival. For loads ecarrisd sze Apdandix '2!,

217, All these Hemllcars landed saf2ly and tvo were complately
unloaaed, the taird falling into ensmy hands., The loads of thesge
two Hamllears proved inveluable 2nd formed the bhasis of the Div
Fi{iCs which wers set up early in the overation. With re-suovly
being the som=what doubtful factor thet 1%t ig, the Hulk losded
Hemllecars or Horers mould 2ppear to be the solution to ths maint-
enance of Alrborne Divislons providsd theat dlstances ars not too
great to prevent stores belng ferried from the LZ to ths troops,

v

SEAzOsNT TAIL,

218, The Dlvisional Seaborns Teil of 1,000 vehiclss had been
deevatched to FRANCE somes six wees oreviously, It 7as loaded
~1th Znd line ammunition, explosivss, 2 dnys Compe rations for
the whole Div, 50 mliles of petrol for svery vahicls, man'e
pecks, cookin; saulpment ond office eauivment. In ~<01t on £s
it was sporeciated thet suppliess of 75 mm How mig ht be dlffilcult
to obtaln overseas each vehicle carried 12 rounds of 75 mm How
givinp a totel of 4,500 rounds over =nd =bove 2nd line »llotment,
Numbers of vehicleq anta detalls of lords carried b7 _ASC
vehicleg are chown at Avpvendix 'G', Ths Officsr 1/c qpﬂhO“nP
transport waa instructed to proceed as clogs 2%ter the lesding
ground forces as possible 2and an order of priority for the movs
for the Seaborne vahicleg was laild do”n.

‘W

0,.../219
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?19, The Seaborne Tall arrived with the forward troops of the
Guards Armoured Div early in the Operation, and had tney made
contact would have been invalusble in rpplenishﬂba the Div, As
it was, they proved expremely useful-to HO) Alrborne Corms who
hended the 75mm ammunitlon over to the American Divs. nnd used
the medleal stores, rum, rations etc., for nits of the Airborne
Corps and for mﬂintaininv the Div. after 1ts. withdr~w01 ACTOSS
th? Ro LFK X

-

DIARY OF avzuTs.

220, Dey to day account of events g they affected the admini-
gtrative slde 1s glven at Anvsndix 'H',
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Appendix 'A' to Part II

ALLOTMENT OF UNITS TOC TRANSIT CAMPS

LOCATION UNIT REMARKS
KEEVIL 1 Para Bde (Glider Element)

4 Para Bde (Glider Element)

7 KOSB

Lt Bty, RA

FOU, RA

9 F4d Coy, RE
Sec 181 Air Lgd Fd Amb

HARWELL Lt Bty, RA
4 Para Bde
BRIZE NORTON HQ 1 Alr Lde Bde

2 S STAFFORDS less two coys
MDS and Sec 1 Air Ldg Fd Amb

BURFORD 1 BORDER ) In BILLETS
Sec 181 Air Ldg Fd Amb )ynot Transit Camp.

BLAKEHILL FARM HQ 1 Para Bde
2 Alr Ldge A tk Bty, RA

9 Fd Coy, RE
BROADWELL - 21 Indep Para Coy
DOWN AMPNEY Div HQ

HQ Lt Regt, RA
Bty Lt Regt, RA

TARRANT RUSHTON 1 Para Bde (Clider Element)
4 Para Bde (Glider Element)
1 Air Ldg Bde
1 Alrborne Recce Sgn
17 pr Gp, 1 and 2 A tk Btys, RA
Aviation Engrs (USa)’

MANSTON Two coys 2 S STAFFORDS
Lt Bty, RA
1 Air Ldg A tk Bty, R4
Sec 181 Alr Ldg Fd Amb :
Div HQ (Air Sp Sec- 4 Wacos)

e




Glider No.1l.

Glider No.Z2.

Glidser No.3.

o
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APPENDIX

'R' to PART II.

HAMILCAR LOADS

75 mm HE Fuze li 54
6-pr A t% APCRC
3" Mortar HE

17 pr AP

RE 10

75 mm HE Fuze M 54
6 Pr APCBC

3" Mortar HE

17 Pp AP

Barbed Wire
Mines 4 tk Mk 5
Tabe Mine o
Shafts,Pick
Heads,Pick
Signs,line

Pickets,Screw

RE 10
6 Pr APCRC
3" lMortar HE

Ord Stores

20 Panniers
1 5 H
5 it

80 Rounds

- 16 Panniers

lo "

30 Rounds
4 Rolls
40

4 Rolls

16

9 Pannilers
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APPENDIX 'D' to PART II.
ATRCRAFT fLOSSES

—— e e

{TBfEi a/c{Type of INumber ;Percentage|Net approx |Gross tonnags

Day | on jAlrcraft |Missing| logs by tonnage of weight. (incl
{ Mlission ; . Tyves Suns dropwred|containers;
- ; ‘ ' ' pannisrs &
; S chutes) .
; T
D+ 1l 33 Istirling| 2 6% 87 144
18 SeDP L33 '
|
D + 2 163 Stirling| 11 11% )
19 Sed 100 " 388 594
C.47 63 8__ . _12.7h) ) i
D+ 3 162 IStirling| 11 1% )
(20 o) 99 o 386 591
C.47 63 3 4, 78%)
D+ 4] 116 'Stirling| 14 22. 2%)
21 Sep) 83 _ o1 408
...C.47_ 85| 19 36k ) 4
D+ 5 , ,
©2 Sep) ! NO MISSION
D« 6 123 Stirling | 11 15%) :
‘23 Sep) 73 = 291 444 -
. : C.47 50 4 8% , ‘
D+ 7
248m) NO MISSION
D+ 8 4 C.47 4 1 | 25% 8 20
25%n) (46 Gn | - !
___ifronm Brusds) ' ’ '
Tt J f . '
OTAIS | 601 | 601 | 84 14% 1431 2201
NOTES:- 1In all drons loads were as follows:-
Stirling = 24 contalners, 4 panniers,
C.47 = 16 panniers.
PANNIFERS evnended = 5572
CONTAINERS no . = 8760
PARACHUT®ES n =14332
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PNy 'u' to LJaI.‘J~.l:_.L_

ORLEL OF BiTTLE ~ &/Q OTIFF sl LuEV . obS : -
Leriel Eranch H.C. . 4.0, Venus. Units strelgta o Unit Vehs.
unit .
1. yviey o 25 &G 1 jeep & treiler
’ IWAE 1 Lt wt w/e )
D..CHG 2 folding bicycles
Chief Clerk ./ T
2 clerks ..,/
3 orderlies
2 wedicel 2D 1 jeep & trailer 1ol Fa .mb 11 170 10 jeeps 6 trailers 5 m/cs *
D.LisS 133 Fd .aub 10 119 5 jeeps I trailers 2'm/es } Lt wt m/c
8 U.nS. 16 ¥4 .uib 10 110 5 jeeps 4 trailers 2 w/cs 1 Ll wt n/c
3. RaSC CR.LSC 2 jeeps & trailers 250 Lt Coy hu.oC 6 223 29 jeeps & traileys
Z i/c FusC 93 €Oy hubC - 10
JAdjt I‘u‘x.)a '
/53t Clers oG |
3 cleris hubC ]
2 dvrs RasC
53 0.ns.
kL. Jrdnance 1 offr, » ord Fd . gx 2 15 L jeeps & 5 trailers
2 OLKs. 2 w/es.
5. Rkl 1 offr. ’
3 0.hs. 1 jeep and trailer hiwk Wwksps 2 35 2 Jeeps, 1 welding trailer,
1 wireless trailer, 9 w/cs,
18 folding bicyeles.
6. Provost 3 ofirs. ' 1 jeep, 6 M/cs. - Pro Coy 5 6l L jeeps. 9 M/cs.
7. Cheplain SCF . 1 Lt wt w/cs.

* = 2 jeeps and 2 trailers on loan from 250 Lt Coy 1ub0
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APPENDIX '®!

TONNAGE OF RESUPPLY COLLECTED DAILY

(1) General

Net approx tonnage % collected out

Date @ o upplies collected of totsl dropped Source

D+1 14 66 3 Bulk loaded Hamilears
(18 Sep) 12 14 33 Stirlings

D& 2 21 5.4 tirli : "

(19 Sep) o Stirlings & C.4

D+ 3 3 ) ié'G lst drop from a few
(20 Sep) 38 ) . C.47 Moetly rations

from Stirlings & C.47

D+ 4 1

(21 Sep) 1 4 Stirlings & C.47

D+ 5 — , ~

(22 Sep) ’ _ No drop

D+ 7 NIL - |
D+ 8 NIL .= 4 Dakotas onl

- (25 Sep) L e y

TOTAL SUPPLIES COLLECTED ~ 106 tons, TOTAL percantage = 7.4

1, It is estimated that sanother 100 tons approx fell 1in unit
lines and was collected 2nd used by them, especlally in the case
of units in the neighbourhood of the river. But there are no
figures to support this estimation, ' .

2, The rate of colletion towards the end fell off steeply as
the number of Jeeps and Trallers available: for collection de-
creased., By D 4 4 the effectlve avallability had been reduced
by half, and on D + 8 only two Jeeps and Trailers remeined
gerviceable, ’

The shrinking of the perimeter towards the end =lso contributed
to a decreased .rate of recovery. ’

3., Nearly everything recovered was eventually lssued, with

the excevtion of some 300 galls Pet, 17-pr and 2" Mor Smoke.
There wag also a quantity of RZT minefield panniers left in the
dump,

evees/(11), Gun Amn



APPENDIX 'E' (cont).

(11) Gun Amn.

Date 75 nm 6-pr ! 17--pr,
18 Sep 80 | 20 g
19 'sep 250 80 )
L ) 24
20 Sep IO 140 %
21 Sep 400 170 ) 1
22 Sep NO REZSUPPLY
23 Sep 160 " 80
!
24 Sep ;} NO RESUPPLY
25 Sep | | NO RESUFFLY
ToTAL | 1229 500 | 24
r [
LOMPOSITION 14.48.960 | AP CEC 250 | APCEC. 24
| M.54. 50 |D.S. 180 | ,
Smoke 120 |H,Z. 70[‘ -t
We. 90 | o o
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APPENDIX 'F! to Part IT

LIST OF STORES DROPPED ON 1 AIRBORNZ DIV DURING

OPERATION 'MARKET!

WEAPONS
Stzn Carbine Mk V c/w Bayonet
2" Morter, Alrldg
3" Mortar (with modified baseplate)
Tripod folding Bren LMG
Rifle No. 4 Mk I (T)
PIAT
.303" Rifle
Vickers LMG ,303"
" 30, No,l

- AMMUNITION AND GRENADES.

Grenade Hand No, 82

Grenade Hand No., 79

Signal 2-star (Red-Green) Mk I
75-mm Pack How

20-mm Polston
Sten Carbine Mk V
303" Tandoller
. 3034 Mk VIIIZ
303" Tracer
PIAT

2" liortar

3" Mortar

.45" Automatic
« 38" Revolver
17-pr

SIGNAL EQUIPMZINT,

Wireless Stn No, 76R/109/A(Para)
i " no oo (Para)
" i " 18 (Airlanding)
i f " 68P(Airlanding)
i f " 38 Mk IT

ENGINEER STORES.
Worsop Drills

TACKING SETS.
Cushions packing 3" Mortar :-ombs: Set A

" 1 ] 0 H n B

{] i) ] L] i i C
Packing for W/T set No. 76

] fl ] . o0 : i

# Lt} f i\ 18 or 68

" " n fl 38

VOTE 8 STOKES.

Stretchers folding airborne

Valises Rifle

Rags sleeping slrborne

Eaulpment carrying 3" Mortar and ) Sets 1

: Rombs ) Sets 2
Sets 3

Shelter Fortable No, 12 (Torkehop shelter)

Crosses dlstingulshing-hospital alrborne

Ladders rope 22 f%

Ropes climbing 125 ¢t

18
162
o2
170
12
87
52
30

10240

6840
14616
19170

86559
96512
1272200
15641530
823756
18902
50352
30276
24000
17528
1114

29

17
57

648

N

~5

648 -

6483

29
72
57

1272
32
366
o2
o2
o2
31
30
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17 Sep.

18 Sep.

19 Sep.
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AFPENDIX 'H!,

DIARY OF EVENTS A3 AFFECTING THE ADM SIDE,

AA & QMG and ADIIS landed with Tec Div HQ and set
up in wood 658797, Farachute P1L 1 FPara Bde landed and
commencead to recover Ede res amn dropped in spare con—
tainers from DZ. One load of this amn was taken into
town in captured German veh and succesded in reaching dbr
party, Venh however shot up on its return.

Portion of 1 A/L Bde Para Pl lended with 3de and
moved into town with 1 Fara Eds to carry out assessment
of dumps of pet, amn. stores, etec. in town, Tils P1
reeched the Br area with 1 Para Bde, fought with them,
and the greater part were later taken orilsconer,

Ag further auantlitiss of res amn could not be

. got through to 1 Para Rde this ana other amn rollect-~

ed from DZs and LZs was tAaken to Div HQ at x-rds 665784
where small dump wag formed,

DAAG, DAQMG and Staff, togather with remaining Heads
of SerV10°s (CRASC, ADOS and REME rsp) and bulk of adm
echelon arrived auring the afternoon, Div EQ was then
in the process of moving to HARTHSm“IN 7078,

Iwo captured German vehlcles were put into running
order ana wWers used for ferrylng »mn to DMA =nd later for
delivery of gun amn to Lt Regt. The re-sup of 35 alr-
craft was carrisd out in conjunctlion with the arrival
of tie 2na 1i1ft but dropped largely on pre-det:zrmined-
SDPs which were then 1in the hnnds of the enemy; 1little
could thersfore be collected. In the evening at 2030
hrs the DMA opened on maln rd 693784, The contents of
the DMA came from the balance of the res amn from the
1 Para Bde, from thé sup drop amn above, ~nd from the
bulk loaded EAMILCARS which had coms in with the 2nd
1ift =2nd two of which had been completely unloaded. The
third was captured by the Germans before unloading could
take place., No pet wasg avallsbls in the DMA,

Owing to the gesneral situatlion message was sent
to Pase changing location of SDP for followin: day.

Convoy of G jesps 2nd 12 trallers loaded with amn
organized and stooa by resdy to go to 1 Para =dz. This
convoy never 1laft owﬁr“ to th= situntion, and part of the
load wag subseousntly transferrad to 2 carriers which
later got through to 2 S8 Staffords and 1 Para 2n but NOT

to br,

A11 Units informed that Sup drop would take vlace

on following day at 1030 hrs. SDP map ref 685783,

Pet pumps captured at map ref 696782, Units
notified to draw up to 8 galls par veh in own jerrlecens,

Sup drop for 19th dropped on pre~arrangecd SDP

owing to non-recelpt of message sent on 18th, Only

isolated conteiners recovered. Durlng this recovery
npbroxlmwtnly half the RASC Pl was lost in 2n ambugh,
Megsage sent to Base reauesting urgent re-sup on mpo
ref G91785 errlisst poseible 20 Sep., Possibls naw DHA
wes recced during morning but found untenable, As it
wag sppreclaizd the sup droo wags not lik=ly to e
succgssful, attempts were made through the Duteh Linison

—=

o.cct/Offl"S
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20 Sep.

21 Sep.

41

Page
Offrs to obtain local sups. Only very small quantities
could be produced, the main items being a sack of flour
and a pilg. These wers handed over to the ADS for con-
sumption ot the various DSs.

Mortaring and SAAA fire caused cas on DMA,

All Units warned utmost conservation amn, sups
and pet neceisary end re-distribution of remaining Compo
on basls of zrd ration per man as far as possible.
Units informed that limited auantities of amn were still
avallable from DMA,

Re-sup carried out in heavy flak but falr propor-
tion recovered incl 2,000 rations which were all 1lssued
and represented A general ration of 1 between 3, Very
heavy mortering on DMA continued 1in morning. Ces falrly
heavy. As a result of lncreased SAA fire issues from
DMA became impossible and it was moved within Div HQ
perimeter.

Further iscsues of =2mn made from DMA incl first
delivery of gun amn to Lt Regt by RASC, Some unlts
were, however, able to collect sdditlional sups and amn
from outlying areas.

MDS ceptured and majority of cas removed by Germans.,
Own med staff looking after remeinder under ADMS.

Two carriers loazded with amn attempted to reasch 1
Bde without success.

Cas in Div area heavy end meny RAST Jeeps Were
dilverted as Ambs and trailers for carrylng water to MDS.

_ During the evening of 20/21 Sep the.bulk of the
Div RASC were formed into 2 platoon under the comd of
Capt J. CRANMER-BYNG, MC.,, RASC., and took over a
portion of the Div perimeter from the 4 Para Bde.

Sup dropped carried out.in very heavy flek and
with high percentage of RAF losses. Proportion of Sups
recovered and issuss made from DMA, Speclal shortage
of Sten amn, Remalnder limited., Smell stock of Pet
heldo

- More gun amn delivered to Lt Regt during the day
by RASC. o

Div HQ dlspersed over wider area in afternoon to
avold possible casgualties. Tac HQ remained 1in house 1n
cellar, During this day heavy shelling and mortaring of
the Div HQ area caused firés and explosions in the DMS.

These fires were only put.out_with considerable difflculty,

Bo Re-Sups

During the day amn in the DMA caught flre twice
88 the result of mortar fire and a stack of 6-pr amn
exploded as a result of Aa’direct hit. All fires were
again -extingulshed, Issués were made to the lst and
4th Para Bdes in Bren Carriers. Message sent asking for
speclsl drop of FIATs, Mortars and PIAT and Sten amn,

Sup drop carried out deapite very heavy oppositlon,
small proportions sups collected 'and ‘dlstributed as far.
as poesible. A% this stege there were only a few service-
able jeeps and treailers which could be used, the remainder
having been rendered unservicesble by mortar and shell fire

i eeees/CRASC °

‘-




23 Sep.

{cont)

24 Sep.

25 Sep.

Page 42.
CRASC and DAQMG receed area towards the rlver for

-possible DMA without cuccess, oWlng to blocking of roads

by branches of trees, debris, ete.

More very heavy mortaring of DMA after re-sup, amn
stacks agalncatchling fire., - Very few rations recelved
and all were handed over to MDS8!'s. Stocks of gun emn,
PIAT, Mortar and Sten which were in great demand were
almost non-exlstent.

No re-sup.
Almost 211 RASC }eeps out of action,

DMA now empty exceot for stocks of 2" dor Smok,
17-pr amn and Pet,

On the night of 24/?5 Sep an attempt was made in
conjunction with 43 Div and Polish Para Bde to
ferry Sups, Amn, Pet and Medical stores across the river
in DUKWS. 9O DUKWS were loaded but opposition was so
heavy that only 4 DUKWS succeeded 1in crossing the river,
None of these stores could be unloaded as the DUKWS
were under heavy fire and 1t was impossible owing
to the state of the roads to bring the DUKYS up to the
Div area from the river bank, .

A re-sup drop of 4 ailrcraft took place. No sups
recovered. When the Div evacuated only 2 RASC Jeeps and
trailers remained serviceable and DMA was empty with the
exception of 2" lor smoke, 17-pr and Pet,
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F-ART III

OPERATION 'MARKET!

LESSONS,

INTRODUCTION.

221, The folldwing femarkstare of a general nature in mdéf‘:

cases,
$

PLANNING.

222, Seven days were found to be sadeauaste for planning, issue
of orders, move to ~irfields, general briefing and loading of
gliders, - This assumes .thet transport 1s Aavallable for such

moves and translt camps ars resdy for the reception of troops,

"It 1s doubtful, however, if thig time would be sufficient
for a Div which either had not earried out 2n alrborne opera-
tlon before, or had not had experilence of rapld planning and
l1ssue of orders. In an emergsncy; where the plan 1s -simple,-
troops are at Translt Camps and glidears loaded, an operation
has heen 1n1d on in 72 hrs. The operation d1d not take place,
but the drill wag worked out so that planning was completed in
that time, : . : . e
223, - An- Alrborne Division 1s designed to fight as a wmhole, . If
the Division 1s split and committed to & 2nd 1ift some 94 hrs ..
later then, owing to, the necessity of allotting part of the
first 11ft to protect the D.Zs. and L.Zs. of the following trocps,
the effectivé striength for immedlate offensive action of the Div
1s reduceda to that of a Rde, L

20y
Lo N .

224, . It 1s considersd that wa must'bé/prepared to teke more - .
- rieks.during the initirl gteges of -en Airborne oneration,: When
the balance sheet.of craunlties at ARNHZIM 1s- made, it .woplda =, .-
pppear 2 reasoneble rlsk to have landed the Div much closer to
the objective chosen, even in %hs fece of some enemy flak, It
hag alwaye bgen the rule when planning thet the maximum distance
from the D.Z, or L,Z., to the oBjective should not exceed 5 miles.
In the ARNEZW Operatlion thls distance ‘wag 7 miles eand in:some
cages 8-miles, An extre two minutes flying time 1in the Pace of
flek, if not too severs, would heve put the Di¥ - always. skp- .
posing the ground wag sultable - much nearer 1ta objective,. .

- Inltial surprise in this operrtion wag obtakned, but the effect
of the surprise was lpst owing to the time lagz of gome 4 hrs .
before the troops could srrive .at the objective chosen, .

. ‘A whole Bde dropped. nser the bridge site at ARNHEM might
heve been a major factor in the outcome of the battle; lonper.

deley on the enemy would have.bsen imposed and, if the SECOND

Army had managed to get through ELST within the first few days, '

the larger brilagehead formed by. the Bde might have hade just. the
dlfference to the further vrogress of that Army north:.of ARNHEM,

225, The forecast.of the photographic interpretation and of the
'I' appreclation. both RAF and Army; of the flak defences 'to.be

met in the ares proved very pessimistic,

‘The forecast as to the sultability of the D.Z. end L,Z2.
in the POLDER ecountry wes also pessimistic, From gsubseauent
examinaetlon 1t woula sppear that pbarachute trooos could have
been dropped practically anyviasre outside the built uo and
woodea area, Gllders could 2lso have been landed in places
previously consldersd as auite unsuitable, It is of course
reallzed that a good daeal of dispersion could have heen
necessary in this ense. c i

...../AIR
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ATlr SUPPORT,

226, Closge alr supoort during the first afterncon of the opera-
tion would have bheen invaluable.” If there had hHeen a "cab

rank" avallable then and on subseouent days, the effect on the
enemy would have been conslderable. 'Close air support during
the perlod when troops were in movement might easily have

turned the scale and =2llowed the whole of 1 Para Bde to have
concentrated near the maln ARNRZM Bridege. Alr formations must
not expect to be glven pin point targets always when alr support
1e demanded, It was found that when aress targets vere indlcated,
“oth for medium gun shoots and alr support, the results were
considerable and the effect on the enemy's morale immense. A
near miss within two hundred yds or so has a very shaking effect,

227. The cupport by Typhoon rocket alrcraft was a great success
and one could have wished that many more sortles of a2 similar
nature had besn forthcominz, Thsare 1s no doubt that in an
operation of thig kind, immediste 2lr suvbort must be avallable
at very freausnt intervels 1f weather vermitec, Tac R alrcraft
were asked for on many occasions but none were allotted., Roth
these 2and Arty R aircraft sre forms of supvort which should be
automatic 1in an Airborne operatlion, or any operatlon for that
matter, in the future,

228, It 1s considered that there should ™e one to one Signal
working between the ground formation and the alr formation whiech
1s acturlly detnalled to provided close alr support on c¢all, A
permenent allotment of a VCP to each Div HQ for use on training
as wgll as on operations ls a modern necessity,

PERSONNZL &n@’WEAPONs.

299, It was found thet the glider pilots, numberinz some 1100,
who landsd with the Divislon took thelr part with success in the
defengive battle which followed. The beneflt of their 1lnitlal
training .and thelr abillity to shoot wasg invaluable, If such
personnel had been untrained they would havs become a comdlete
1liahility very early on in the battle. In such numbers, 1f
untrainad, 1t 1s difficult to se= now how they could have heen
sucked swey without becoming s complete menace to our ovn side
and 2 1liability as regerds the consumption of the small amount
of rations 2nda water which wag avelleble,

230, It wag found that the RASC ara, of courss, the RE could
take thelr Hlace in the line of bnttle with very efflclent re-
sults, All p=rsonnel in the Alrborne Division, who are llkely
te hecome involved in a battle, must be glven the maximum
infentry snd weapon training that can b%e lmparted in the time

availabhle,

231, It 1s thought that we do not realise our ovwn strength as
rpwqrua the effect of the wesroons whicrh we vosssss, It was- nqt
until the Div wag put to 1t during the defensive bhattle 2nd’ 1h
the descrescing verimeter at ARNHIL that meny of the soldlars
anpraciatec hov ersily they conld =stop the Garman and destroy

him with thes wespons they posssssed., The converse of course 1s

very soon resalilead and over exa~geratsd durinz the errly stages
of a battle. A very few Garmers ~with light ~utcmatilo
sometimes mannged to hold up trooos for much longer than vas
anticivated., Te cen do this esoually ag woll, if not »etter,
but we must appreciste. what our wenDons are for ~nd e must
lerrn to do early what we hed to do in tkhs end,
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232. The value of the F.I,ALT. 1n thick country and in built

up areas as a tank destroying weapon igs lmmense. All ranks have
now complete confidence in its use and throughout the battle
there was a constant cry for mecre Ps.I.A.T. and more bombs. An
increased establishment of these weapons for Para bns and an
initial allotment for the Lt Regt and A tk Btys 1ls belng demanded.

MORALE AND DISCIPLINE,

233, Too much emphasis cannot he lald on the neccessity for the
strict insistence on discipline durlng training and preparation
for battle. It was borne out in every case that the better
trained and better discinlined the unit so the better it fought.
Where, 1n some cases, these factors were not as good as they
might have been, the results were very aulckly shown,

The discipline of units shown during the withdrawal wasg
quite first class and their behaviour on the river bank until
light broke excellent.

234, Leadership and determination agaln showed themselves to -

the maximum during this battle. Numbers of men are not of the
slightest use when the battle becomes really sticky, unless there
is en officer or NCO who can, and doesg, lead them, The succes

or otherwise of the actlon alwnys reflects sooner or later the
determination and guts of the particular leader who happens to

be resvonsible 1n that nelghbourhood.

235, There 1ls generally a certeln amount of sticklness amongst
units who are in the battle for the first time, This dlsappenrs
in most cases when the noilses of battle have been experlenced.

In.ordinsry formations units are broken in gently wherever possible
but thls 1s never the case with an Alrborne Divislon, who gsnsr—

ally drop straight into the middle of the battle With little or
no time to get its values correct. .

236, One Way in which this initial nervousness in bhattle showed
itself was in the amount -of indiscriminate shooting which went
on during the first 48 hours. Shooting at nothing in particular
by indlviduels 1s o contaglous disease and 1s extremely annoy-—
ing to everybody. This must be checked in the very early stages.
It must be impressed on individuals that they should shoot only
at definite targets or if there is a definlte suspicion of a
target in thelr area, Tnls restriction would not, of course,
apply when a wood clearing operation or one of a similar nature
1s taking place, when hosepipe methods or "marching fire" may

be just what 1s reaulred. : -

The need for pre-battle training under condit1ons which
are as realistic as possible cannot be over emphasised.

TRAINING.

237, More stress must be leid on the Trainlng of men to be more
1nd1v1dua11stic, expecially in thick and difficult country.
There 1s alweys a tendency to bunch tonether and to look to the
local commander before taking any action. e are well behind
the German when 1t comes to infiltration as shown by their
snipers. The value of nigzht training was borne out and there

we have & tremendous advant “ege over the German who very seldom
displays any 1initiative during the hours of darkness., This.
inactivity on his part during the withdrawal enabled us to reach
"the river bank. It is prchable that otherwlse very heavy
casualties would have been suffered,

.00'01/258.
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238, There 1s stlll far too much respect for enemy property or
property of the country in which opersatlons are taking place,
This results 1n a tendency 1n the early stages for the troops
to become road-bound and a fallure to infiltrate or manoeuvre
in the way that the situation requires.

GENERAL POINTS.

239. R.A.

The value of the FOU was proved. The immediate support
given by medium artillery was aulte remarkable., To shoot at
the range of 19,000 yards on a mep reference tarzet which'ls
surrounded by our own troops only a few hundred yﬂrds away,
and do thils without undue danger to them 1s a remarkable feat,
The tremendous confidence of the infantry was such that repeat
shoots were contlnusally demanded and the medlum ﬂrtillery never
falled in thelr consistent and accurate support.

The 75 mm gun 1s not a good anti-tank weapon at short
renge, owing to the lack of -2 shleld to protect the personnel.
It dld extremely well in =1l  other instences in the noraml role,

The need for 2 third Anti-~Tank Bty was shown, A third
bty had been organised out of D1lv resources before the commence—
ment of the battle and its vealue was found immehse. It was
found that anti-tenk guns, elther 6-pr or 1l7-~pr, cannot be used
as sniving weapons.. Once 1n position they must sta, in position,
If teanks have to be strlked thls must be carried out by anti-
tank crews Aarmed with Fs,I.A.T. 2nd treined in tank hunting
methods. This form of training must be practiced.

240, R.E,

It 1s considered theot 211 R,%. units within the Division
should be homogeneous., There 1s a distinct lack of eculpment
with the Fara Son as ~t present organised,

The velue of the sapper as 2n 1nfantry goldler weag proved
up to the Mlt, They cannot, however, be asked hoth to flght as
infantry and viork as stpers. They can only do one thing at a
time. nhe

Flame throwing enulpment meanned by sappers proved useful,

241, Infentry.

The value of carriers to battallions of botihh Fara Bdes and
Alrlsndling Bde were provad. At least two per Zn are essentilsal
in future.

N

242, Royel Signals,

Communicrtions within the Airborne Division and to the
Base 2nd the next higher formation need drastic revision and
improvement. The sets 2t present 1n use are not satisfactory
in 2J]1 cases. The range attributed to sets was nearly always
founc to be grosely sxsggereted,

243, 4& S C
The whole aduestion of sir resupoly needs reorganislng.
Some ralifble methad of communicatins = chanze of SDF must be

evolved, The VCP control for close support aircraft can be
used for controlling a2ir resupply.

eesso/Laree
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Larse nunbers of Jeeps were put out of actlon by =lr
bu~et mortar firs ond vehlcles must be dug 1n =as early es
possible in a wafsnsive battle.

There is no doubt that »1l ranks can fight with much less
in the way of supplies than ie normally prepared for. We ghould
concentreta on ammunition and be preparsd mentally to exlst on
very little food for considerably longer than 1ls normally the
case.

244, Fa Ambs should be homogeneous in future and contaln a
paraechute element, a gliderborne element and a seaborne element.
Soma medaical personnel should be allotted to each unit, however
small,

Medlenal supnliss during the battle raoldly beceme short
and in the majorlty of cases those wounded only recelved a
gervice fleld dressins, In splte of little attentlon for four
or five days the condltion of casualtles remalned extremely goodg¢

245, In general the organiestion of an Alirborne Division showed
up extremely well., Exceot for minor internsl 2ljustments there
1s 1ittle need for alterstion,

246, The lecsons learnt in meny cases ares not new and they
serve ag a reninder for constant attention during the preparation
period.

247, The Operation '#ARKET' wag not 100% a svccess and did not
end aulte as was intended, The losses vers heavy but all renks
~-pracinte that ths rieske involved were reasonanle. There 1s
10 doubt that all would willingly undertake snotiher operation
under simllar conditions in the future. "

Lrd
)
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e nave no regrets,

s/ R. E. Urquhart,.

Major-Gensral,
4£.7.0. England, Commander,.
10 Jan <5, -1 Airborne Divislon..
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