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l, MARKET wmas the code nams given to the Air Inwsion of HOLLAND by the

First Allied Rirborne Army. Operation MARKET was the seventh ma jor airborne

. Operation participated in by Troop Carrier Forces in the Mediterranean Theeter
of Operations and the Buropean Theater of Operations under the commnd of Ma jor
General PAUL L. WILLIAMS, Operation MARKET offered the first privilege for IX
Troop Carrier Commnd to perticipate in actual combat as the Air Thsk Force of
the First Allied Airborne Army under the commnd of Lieutemant General LEWIS H,
BRERETON, For Operation MARKET, General ERERETON designa ted ¥a jor General PAUL
Lo WILLIAMS as the Air ™k Porce Commnder, placing hunder him all units of IX
Troop Carrier Commnd, 38 and 46 Groups (RAF), together Wi th bomber aircmft of
Eighth Air Force which were utilized for resupply missions. Lieutemant Genemal
¥, A, M, BEROWNING was designated Commnder of the Airborne Forces involved,

2¢ Operation MARKET represents the largest, to date, of all troop earrier
employment in this war in numbers of troops, tonmage of supplies, equipment,
and overall air effort in one operation. It was also the most hazardous from
point of view of enemy resistance and enemy capabilities, both air and ground,
The courage, determination and high sense of duty of Troop Carrier Combat Crews .
. resulted in the highest praise fram airborne cammnders and others who particie
Pated, Although ultimate succeses was not achieved as Planned due to the imability
of units of the British 2nd Army to contact the British 1st Airborne Division at
ARMHEM, the entire troop carrier airborne effort ms, without a doubt, a staggere
ing blow to the enemy and a severe threat to the industrial area of the RUHR,
Opexation MARKET was highly successful from a troop carrier point of view. The
Serial delivery of troops and supplies was executed with superior efficiency.
Loss of aireraft and personnel rested at 2,5X% for the total number of sorties
flom. Reclammtion of gliders from the cambat 3one ws far higher than in any
previous operation. Ewcuation of glider pilots brought out a number of new
possidbilities as to their employment in future tasks. The air work of IX Troop
Carrier Commnd remined at a high level, the formations were goal, the timing
of interwals, although precise and close, produced a rapid comcentration of aire
borne troops and immedinte saturation of enemy held positions on the graund,

3¢ Agmin warious new ideas far effective employment of Troop Carrier Forces
have arisen fram experiences gained in an operation, The employment of Troop
Carrier Forces during daylight hours emerged as a triumphant success after having
been previously condemned because feared effectiveness of enemy air and ground
action during daylight hours. large mmbers of supporting aircraft provided
ai1perior escort cover and protection fram enemy ground installations, These
supporting forces deserve mich of the credit for the success of Troop Carrier

operations and are viewed with great admiration by the cambet orews of the IX
Troep Carrier Commend,

be It is the intention of this commnd to expand its capabilities along
both the tactical and non-tactiaal lines by acquiring C«109 type aireraft in
order to assist in the delivery of gasoline fram the United Kingdom to the Con-

Whigg)t 2nd at the mme time, provide opportunity for Troop Carrier erews to
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to check out on four-engine aircraft. Two hundred (200) C-46 type aircraft
have been allocated to the IX Troop Carrier Command and will be tactically
employed and the desired proficiency of combat crews attia ined.

5. Tests of the CG-13 gliders are being conducted, and it is hoped
these will soon be awmilable for tacticeal employment.

6. Steady progress and continuous study is being made for employment
of warious types of radar and radio equipment for use by pathfinder units and
combat crews,

7. It should be remembered that the experience gained from Opera tion -—
MARKET will not necessarily form the pattera for future troop carrier tactical
operations as opportunity tasks my require different techniques. However, it
wms exptremely gratifying to see the Allied Airborne Army reach out across
Germany held HOLLAND and prove its great worth. It has definitely cemented
Troop Carrier and Airborne Troaops relations as an Airborne Army and will help
to undertake future tasks with the confidence of experience.
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I, GENERAL

1, BHaving returned from the Mediterranean Theater after completion of the
inwasion of SOUTHERN FRANCE, IX Troop Carrier Commnd was imnediately alerted
for a possible airborne missions The Troop Carrier Tactical Plan for Operation
MARKET wa s an outgrowth of previous campleted plans for opemations not put into
- execution because of the rapid movement of the Allied Ground Armies. Although
very little time was available to plan and stage Operation MARKET, close and
speedy coordimation of Troop Carrier and Airborne agencies placed all units
in complete readiness for the cperation as well as for thorough briefing of all
combat crews and troops,

2. Upon receipt of a directive from First Allied Airborne Army, showing
the general plan of all forces in the operation, the mission of the TroopCarrier

Force, am the designation of Airborne Troops plus their task, the Troop Carrier
Commander and his staff{ took immediate action to complete plana.

3 Mission
aes It wms the intention of the Commnder-in«Chief, 21 Army Group, to

advance North across the MAAS, WAAL and NEDER RIJN, form a strong bridgehead

North of ARNHEM and continue operations North into HOLIAND and Bast against the
REICHs The main axis of the adwance was EINTHOVENGRAVE.NIJMEGEN-ARNHEM, which
wmas allotted to XXX CORPS,

be Airborme Corps were to capture and hold crossings over the amls
and rivers on Second Army's main axis of advance, fram about EINIHOVEN to in.

clude ARNHEM, T

¢. IX Troop Carrier Commnd, supported by 38 Group, 46 Group (RAF) mnad
Eighth Xir Force, transported parachute and glider troops anml equipment, together
v th effecting aerial yesupply to British and American Forces.

4. Order of Battle

a. Ground

Hq, British Airborne Corps

1st British Airborne Division
52nd (L) Diviaion (Airportable)
1st Polish Parachute Brignde
2nd Airlanding Light AA Battery

PHANTOM detachments on scale of one per Corps Hq & Division -

878th US Airborne Aviation Engineer Battalion

82nd US Airborne Division

101st US Airborne Division

Liaison Missions provided by SPHQ

Civil Affm irs Staff

Detachment Netherlands Army Comndoe

Such additiomal units as are provided by 2nd Biitish Army
to assist after the ground forces have join ed up.
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TACTICAL UNITS

Hq & Hq Sq IX TCC
Gra nthan

Hq & Hq Sq 50th TC Wg
Hq, 439th TC Group
Rear Hq: UPOTTERY
Adv, Hq: BALDERTON
91lst TC Sq
92na TC Sq
93rd TC Sq
94th TC Sq

Hq, 440th TC Group

Rear Hq: EXETER (Gr.Ech)
Adv, Hq: PULBECK (Air Ech)
95th TC Sq

96th TC Sq

97th TC Sq

98th TC Sq

Headquarters,

IX Troop Carrier

Command

Rear Hg:
Adv, HQS

ASSIGNED UNITS
203 Med Disp Unit

388 Sig Co Avn
122[‘» MP Co. AWvn

GRA NTHAM
EASTCOTE

ATTACHED UNITS
Det T, 21 Wea Sq

Det T, 40 Mob Com Sq
Det B, 32nd SCU

Headquarters, 50th TC Wing

Rear Hq:
Adv. Hq:

336 8ig Co TC Wg
2052nd Engr F/P Plat
1258th MP Co, Less "A*
315th Stn Comp Sq Det A

2139 Engr F/F Plat
1198 MP Coe Less "A"

EXETER
BALDERTON

Det DD, 21 Wea Sq
Det I, 21 Wea Sq

Det ZW, 21 Wea Sg

ALLOCATED UNITS
435 Q4 Flat, 29 ADG

49th Serv Gp Hq (T-A)
Llith Serv Sq

1471 Ord & Co

1070 Sig Co Less "AY
1079 QM Co Less "A"
2246 QM Trk Co Less "A*

49th Serv Gp (T-B)

6lyth Serv Sq
-1y72 Ord M4 Co

1070 Sig Co, Det A
1079 Q¢ Co, Det A
2246 QX Trk Co, Det A
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Hq, 551st TC Group
Rear Hq: MERRYFIELD
Adve Hq: LANGAR
99th TC Sq :
100th TC 8q

301st TC Sq

302nd TC Sq

Hq & Hq 8q, 52nd TC Wing

Hq, 316th TC Group
36th TC Sq
37th TC Sq
44th TC Sq
45th TC Sq
818th MAETS

Hq, 61st TC Graup
Hq: BARKSTON HEATH
1th TC Sq
15¢h IC Sq
53rd TC 8q
Sith TC Sq
817th MAETS

Hq, 313th TC Group
Hqs FOLKINGHAM
29th TC Sq
"47th TC Sq
48th TC S8q
49th TC Sq

— -

-

ASSIGNED WNITS

2013 Engr ¥/F Piat
1258 MP Co, Det A

315th Stn Comp Sq Less A

ATTACHED UNITS
Det H, 21 Wea Sq

Headquarters, 52nd TC Wing
Rear Hq: COTTESMORE

335 Sig Co TC Wing

2066 Engr ¥/F Plat
1185 MP Co, Det A
65th Stn Comp Sq

2051 Engr F/F Plat
1259 MP Co, less A
313th Stn Comp Sq

2014 Engr F/F Plat
1259 MP Co, Det A
81st Stn Camp Sq

Det NN, 21 Wea Sq
Det ZX, 21 Wea Sq

Det ZZ, 21 Wea Sq

Det ZE, 21 Wea Sq

o
A

ALLOCATED UNITS
100th Serv Gp Hq (T-a)
67th Serv Sq .

1468 Ord MM Co

1061 Sig Co Less A
1223 QM Co, Less A
2245 QM Trk Co, Less A

317th Serv Gp (‘I‘-A;
lst Serv Sq. (Prov
1461 Ora MM Co

1069 QM Co, less B
2248 QM Trk Co, less A
1100 Sig Co, Less A

78th Serv Gp (T-A)
302nd Serv Sq

1473 Ord Wi Co

1038 Sig Co

1093 QM Co, Less A
2247 M Trk Co, Less A

82nd Serv Gp (T-A)
383rd Serv S

1477 Ora MM Co

1040 Sig Co, Less A
1222 QM Co, Less A
224 QM Trk Co, Less A
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g TACTICAL UNITS

Hq, 314th TC Group
"Hq: SALTBY :
3end TC Sq

50th TC Sq

61st TC Sq

62nd TC Sq

Hq, 315th TC Graup
Hq: SPANHOE
34th TC Sq
43rd TC 3q
309th TC Sq
310th TC Sq

ASSIGNED UNITS

2143 Engr F/F Plat
1120 MP Co, Det A
320th Stn Camp Sq

Det XX, 21 VWea

2053 Engr F/F Plat
1185 MP Co, Less A
309th Stn Comp Sq

Det YY, 21 VWem

ATTACHED UNITS

Sq

ALLOCATED TUNITS ‘

317th Serv Gp (T-B)
357th Serv Sq

1462 Ord MM Co
1100 Sig Co, Det A
1069 Q¥ Co, Det B

78th Serv Gp (T-B)
95th Serv Sq

1474 Ord. M Co

1038 Sig Co, Det A
2247 QM Trk Co, Det A
1093 QM Co, Det A

Hq & Hq Sq, 53rd TC Wg

Hq, 438th TC Group
Hq: GREENHAM CQDMON
87th TC Sq
88th TC Sq
8&9th TC g
90th TC Sq
811th MAETS

Hq, 434th TC Group
Hq: ALDERMASTON

718t TC Sq
72nd TC Sq
73rd TC Sq
74th TC Sq
‘ 810 MAZTS

Headquarters, 53rd TC Wing
Hq: GREENHAM COMMON

337 Sig Co, TC Wing

2049 Engr F/F Piat
1183 MP Co, less A

Det ZG, 21 Vea

Det ZA, 21 Wea

2142 Engr F/F Piat
1229 MP Co, Det A

97th Stn Comp Sq

Det ZB, 21 VWen

82nd Serv Gp (T-B)

97th Serv Sq

1478 Ora MM Co

1040 Sig Co, Det A

1222 QM4 Co, Det A

224 Q4 Trk Co, Det A

2nd Q{ Depot Sup Bn (Prov)
490 Q¥ Depot Sup Co

318 Serv Gp (T-A)
4158th Serv Sq

1465 Ora MM Co

1075 Sig Co, leas B
1068 QM Co, Less A
2249 QM Trk Co, Less A
1st Air Cargo Resup Det

[




——— U

o

' 5 TACTICAL UNITS

Bq, 435th TC Group

Hq8

WELFQORD

75th TC Sq
76th TC Sq
77th TC Sq
78th TC Sq
815th MAETS

Hq, 436th TC Group

Hqs

MEMBURY

79th TC Sq
80th TC Sq
81st TC Sq
82nd TC Sq

¥ Hq, 437th TC Group

Hqt

RAMSBURY

83rda TC Sq
84th TC Sq
85th TC Sq
86th TC Sq
814th MAETS

Hq, 442nd4 TC Group

Rear

Hq: WESTQN ZOYLAND

.Adv, Hq: CHILBOLTON
303rd TC Sq
304th TC Sq
305th TC Sq

ASSIGNED UNITS

2046 Engr P/F Plat

1120 MP Co, Less A

21st Stn Comp Sq

2141 Epgr F/F Plat
1183 MP 0o, Det A
305th Stn Comp Sq

2054 Engr ¥/F Flat
1229 MP Co, Less A
69th Stn Comp Sq

2140 Bngr F/F Plat
1198 MP Co, Det A

it

ATTACHED UNITS
Det N, 21 Wea Sq

Det ZC, 21 Wea Sq

Det CG, 21 Wea Sq

Det G, 21 Wea Sq

o

ALLOCATED UNITS

10th Serv Gp (T-A)

13th Serv Sq

1463 Ord MM Co

1099 Sig Go, less A

1063 @ Co, less A

2243 QY Trk Co, Less A

3rd Air Cargo Resup Sq,
less A

318th Serv Gp (T-B)
459th Serv Sq

1466 Ord MM Co

1075 Sig Co, Det B
1068 Q¥ Co, Det 2

2249 @ Trk Co, Det A
2nd Air Cargo Resup Det

10th Serv Gp (T-B)

337th Serv Sq

1455 Ord MM Co

1099 Sig Co, Det A

1066 QA Co, Det 2

2243 M Trk Co, Det A

3rd Air Cargo Resup, Det &

100th Serv Gp (T-B)
330th Serv Sq

1470 Ord MM Co

1061 Sig Co, Det A
1223 QM Co, Det A
2245 Q¥ Trk Co, Det A



IX Troop Carrier Pathfinder Group (Prov)
Hq: CHALGROVE

TACTICAL UNITS ASSIGNED UNITS ATTACHED UNITS ALLOCATED UNITS
Hq, IX TC P/F Gp (Prov) 2011 Engr F/F Plat Det WW, 21 Wea Sq 204th Med Disp Unit
Hq: CHAIGROVE 1183 MP Co, Det B 37th Mob R & R Sq

1st P/F Sq (Prov) 62nd Stn Comp Sq

2nd P/F Sq (Prov)
3rd P/F Sq (Prov)
Lth P/F Sq (Frov)

IX Troop CGarrier Service Wing (Prov)
Hq: NORTH WITHAM

33rd Air Depot Gmup
33rd Depot Repair Sg
33rd Depot Supply Sq
876 Sig Depot Co
1911 Ord M Co

45th Q4 Supply Flat
433 QM Plat ADG

2207 QM Trk Co

1360 MP Co

29th Air Depot Group
16th Depot Repair Sq
96th Depot Supply Sq
1451 Ord MM Co

918 Sig Repair Co
1254 Q4 Trk Co
321st Stn Comp Sq

CROOKHAM COMMQN

33 Mob R& R Sq
26 Mob R & R gq
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' IX Troop Carrier Service Wing (Prov)
CHARMY DOWN
TACTICAL UNITS ASSIGNED UNITS ATTACHED UNITS ALLOCA UNITS

308th Stn Comp Sq
202nd Med Disp Unit

CHILBOLTON
67th Stn Comp Sq
205th Med Disp Unit

38 Group, Transport Comm nd
‘ RAF

EARLS QOLNE
296th Squadron

297th Squadron

RIVENHALL
295th Squadran
570th Squadron

GREAT DUNMOW
190th Squadron
620th Squadron :

WEATHERSFIELD
196th Squadron
299th Squadron

TARRANT RUSTON
298th Squadron

644th Squadron
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TACTICAL UNITS

512th Squadron
575th Squadron

48th Squadron
2718t Squadron

233rd Squadron

L6 Group, Transpart Comm nd
RAF
BROADWELL

ASSIGNED UNITS ATTACHED UNITS

DOWN AMPY

No, & Tvpe a/c
IX Troop Carrier Cammnrd
50th Troop Catrier Wing )
52nd Troop Carrier Wing )
53rd Troop Carrier Wing )
Bathfinder Group (Prov§ ) 127, C-47
38 Group (RaF) 191  Stirling
65 Halifax
65 Albemrls
46 Group (RAF) 164  C=47
Eighth Air Force (US) 252 B2l
v - {s

ALLOCATED UNITS

No, & tvpe gliders
2160 CG-LA
104 Horsa
552 Horsa
64 Hamilear
9 CG-4i
260 Horaa

<
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5. Commmnd and Coptrol

as The Advanced Commnd Post, established at EASTCOTE, was used by the
Ajir Commnders concerned as a Combined Headquarters from which point all activi-
ties were directed.

be All finmnl decisions as to route, air support and weather were mde
by the Commnding General, First Allied Airborne Army, through his G-3, co-ordin-
ated through Combined Headquarters at EASTCOTE.

II. ZIANS

le Procedure for the development of the Tactical Plan far this opematicn
wms that after an initial study of the suitability and capabilities of IX Troop.
Carrier Command, as applies to this particular problem, a coordinating confer-
ence wmas called of all Air and Airborne Commnders concerned. At this initial
meeting the overall problem was studied and both Air and Airborne Commanders
voiced their opinions as to the initial study prepared by IX Troop Cerrier Come
mnd. Uswally it is possible to decide staging airfields, serial camposition,
routes and location of Drop Zones and landing Zones. Subsequent to scheduled
commitments all awvilable operational aircraft were placed in readiness for em-

ergency missions of resupply and relieved fram further freight lnuling missions
to the Continent.

2¢ Selection of staging airfields was based on the present location of
Troop Carrier fields, distance from target areas, tactical camposit ion of aire
borne units, suitability for mrshalling gliders and location of supplies far
emergency missions of resupply to airborne troops.

3+ Airborne troop units were made up so as to coincide with the tactical

~air formation desired by the Troop Carrier Forces. ‘There were a few departures

mde fran the actual number of aircraft per serial desired by Troop Garrier when
maintaining the desired number far the air serial wuld bave meant poor tactical

~ composition on ths ground.

e During the initial studies, the Air Commnder and the Airbarne Commnder
decided, in conjunction with each other, on Drop Zones and landing Zones after a
careful examination of terrain estimates and enemy defense overprints, The fore-
going points all being decided firmly in the initial studies laid the foundation

for the fim1l tactiml air plan.
5e Irocop Carriaer Routes
as Routing of troop carrier aircraft was based on the following factors:

(1) Shortest distance to target area with considemtion given to
prominent terrain features. :

(2) Traffic control patterns for IX Troop Carrier Command and RAF
V Units.

9= |
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(3) 14Z and balloon areas in United Kingdome

(4) Epemy anti-aircraft and searchlight btatteries,
(5) Avoiding dog-leg turns over water.

(6) Making landfall at prominent irregular ccastline.
(7) Shortest distance over hostile territory.

be In establishing troop carrier routes, during the initial studies,
the Commander of Troop Carrier Forces decided to establish two (2) routes to the
target area, one (1) to the North, traveling over enemy territory fram the Coast
to the target area; the other to the South, tmveling over friendly territory
from the Coast on and through a corridor held by our own Forces, This was done
to provide greater security and to improve the flexibility in the execution of
the entire plan. By simultaneous use of both routes Troop Carrier Forces were
sub jected to a minimum of ground fire and caused the enemy to divert aircraft
over a much greater area in order to cover both cowrses, Froof as to the advis-
ability of such a plan was seen on D plus 1, when, due to weather conditions,
the Souther route was impassmble, but the Northem route wmas not affected, Troop
Carrier Forces were immediately routed over the Northern course, had this not
been done, the Forces could not have delivered on tat day. The delivery of
glider artillery on D plus 1 was essential to support the marachute troops drop-
ped on D Iny,

ce For additional information and study of routes used for the oper-
ation refer to ANNEX NO. 1.

6e MNavigatiopal Aids

ae The selection of location and type of navigational aids were chosen
in the smme manner as in previous night operations. Even though this was a day-
light operation, the idea was to mmke the problem of mavigation as simple as pos-
sible, It was again proved in Operation MARKET as in NEPTUNE and DRAGOON that in
presenting the mvigation problem as a simple one aided greatly in the success of
these migsions. :

be Each site wmas given a code mame for security reasons. Call signs
were assigned to the site mavigatiomal aids to correspond with the first letter
of the coded site mame. In same cases this was not possible due to the similare
ity of certain letters in code with respect to one another.

ce Prior to the actual operation, tests and careful analysis of each
mvigatioml site were made in order to guarantee positive performance.

de Situated at the Wing assembly points were Eurela beacons, M/F bea-
cns and searchlight cones. Aids of this nature were used toa great advantage
as a rendezvous point for Group and Serial formations as well as for Wing depart-
ure points, Departwre points on the English coasts, where serials started their

[
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North Sea crossings, were equipped with Burela beacons, M/F beacons and occults
flashing the assigned code letter. Approximately half way between friendly | 2
coast and the enemy coast along the routes were located two (2) mrker boats.
These marker boats were equipped with a Burela beacon and a green holophane
light sending the assigned code letter. These boats served as a definite fix
over water and added greatly in the accurate arrival times over the target areas.
landfall on the coast of HOLIAND was made by dead reckoning means, plus special
radar equipment in lead aircraft as it was enemy held territory. At the Drop
and landing Zones, Pathfinder teams established prior to the arriwal of the

main force, Eureks beacons, M/F beacons, panels and colored smoke, These mavie
@éatiomrel aids served for identification of individval Drop Zones and landing
Zones as well as for homing purposes by serial leaders. Fathfinder crews, fram
the boat marker, located the target area by means of special mdar equipment
consisting of SCR 717-C and GEE installations in each aircra ft.

ee For detailed informetion on types and numbers of mavigational aids
used in Operation MARKET, see ANNEX NO. 2,

7. ITiming A
ae Timing of troop carrier aircraft was based on the following factors: 4
(1) To provide safe intervals between serizls. »

(2) To provide for the shortest possible column time length.

(3) To allow sufficient time on ground for servicing aircraft and
resting combat crews between missions.

(4) To gain best advantage from elemnt of surprise.

(5) To have mmochute troops in early enmough ahead of gliders to
secure glider landing znes,

(6) To have a epecial number of gliders in as early as possible
after mrachutists in order to provide early artillery sup-
port to the troops.

< )
o ‘ ik b e

(7) Parachute serials were spaced four (4) mimtes head to head.
Glider serials were spaced seven (7) minutes head to head,

(8) Timing schedules are only a part of the origimal required for
this mission. Timing schedules were prepared using clock times
and based on H houre This wms necessary in case H hour wms
changed, due to weather or operational reasons, A quick cal-
culation could then be made to obtain times over turning points, 3

the Initial Point, drop and release times, See ANNEX NO. 3 and :
ANNEX NO. 4.

ey
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8« ZElans
a. Altitudes

(1) Altitudes chosen were chosen on a basis of avoiding smll arms
fire, heavy anti-aireraft fire, minimm smfe altitude for drops
and releases and clearance of aircraft coming in with those re-
turning from target area.

Altitude - DZs 500" MSL

Altitude - L2Zs 500! MSL

Altitude - Out 1500° MSL,

Altitude - Back 3000' MSL

be Spaedas flowp -

Parachute aircraft 140 mph IAS
Fathfinder airecraft 150 mph IAS
Aircraft towing gliders 120 mph IaS
Farechute airecreft from IP to DZ 120 mph IAS
Airspeed for parachute drop 110 mph IAS
N All aireraft returning 150 mph IAS

Corrected speeds were given fram Troop Carrier Commnd Post two (2)
hours prior to each mission after final winds and altimeter settings
were received.

9« Ropa Drop

a. Glider tugs were instructed to drop ropes in Predetermined rope drop
Zones cammon to all aircraft on retwrn after release. Each glider tug dropped

their ropes immediately after clearing the landing Zone areas, tmus facilitating
rope recovery.

10. Raylocds

ae The following is the maximm in payloads eahblished far the oper-

ation:
Farachute aircraft 5850 1bs max,
Horsa gliders 6900 1bs mx.
CG-4& (Waco) gliders 3750 1bs max.
Tug aircraft Nil
- 1le Formmtiona
a, Parachute columns
(1) Nine (9) ship vee of vees in serials up to forty-five (45)
aircraft, in trail, with fur (4) minute intervals head to
head between serial lead aircraft.
P *13- ‘




Pamacmte Column - Nim (9) ship Vee of Vees in
Tmil

Glider Column = P ir of m irs echeloned to the
Right
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be Glider Columns.

(1) Fairs of pairs, echeloned to the right, serials up to forty-
eight (48) aircraft towing gliders in tm il, with geven (7)
minute interwals between serial lead aircraf . '

ce The above interwmls and formetion patterns provided for sufficient
mneuverability of columm and gave excellent concentration to Paratroops and
gliders on the ground in the target area,

de In developing the famation column much consideration mas given to
keeping the column time length at a minimum to insure maximum benefit fram
fighter escort and permit the shortest time for opemtion over enemy territory,
Since the operation mas to take Place in hours of daylight, it ms possible to
tighten. the formtion intervals (beyond the minimum established for night in-
terwml) to fair (4) minutes head to head between serial lead aircmft for para-
troop formations and to seven (7) minutes head to head between glider formtions.
In addition to closing interwmls, three (3) marallel streams were provided to the
targst area, i.e., a left hand stream went from the IP to DZe and LZs in the
ARNHEM area with Paratroops and equipment for the British Airbarne Division;
aireraft in the center stream went from the IP to D2s and 1Zs in the NIJMEGEN
area with pamchute troops and glider troops of the US 82nd Airborne Division;
aircraft in the right hand stream went to DZs and LZs in the EINIHOVEN area
with parachute troops and glider troops of the US 101st Airbarne Division, a
distance of one and one half (13) miles existed between the center stream and
the outside streams. In addition to the above column formation there were ine

- atances where 38 and 46 Gm ups (RAF) parmlleled the center streamat the same

time, but at one thousnd (1000) feet higher al titude, thus providing dur (})

- 8treams to the target area at the mames time,

8 OnDIayall mrachute elements of the above three (3) Airbarne

Divisions struck the enemy smltanecusly at H Hour, placing from six to eight
- thoumnd (6000-8000) parachute infantrymen plus one hundred and twenty (120)

@lider lcads of artillery in each Division &rea within a period of cne hour
and twenty minutes, a fesrt which éained much from the element of surprise and
created much confusion to enemy forces in ‘the entire area,

12, ZEmargancy Ianding Fields

8¢ Arrangements were made for emergency landirng strips by notifying
all airdromes in operation in EAST ANGLIA a3 well as landing std ps in Northe
western FRANCE and BELGIUM, specific airdromes in EAST ANGLIA under Troop Car-
rier control which were CHIPPING ONGAR and BOREHAM, ‘

13. Bwaive Actiop

as In order to firmly inmire the maximm possible concentration on the
ground for paratroops ani gliders, directions were given and cambat érews brief-
od to taks no evasive action between the IP and DZs,
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1. Failure to Release or Drop

a. It was the responsibility of the Wing and Graup Commnders to en-
farce the Troop Carrier/Airborne policy that NO paratroops or gliders were to
be returned to staging a irdromes, but that all paratroops weres dropped and all
gliders released in the target area.

15. Air Support

ae Air support to Troop Carrier Forces and Airbome Troops wmas pro-
vided by the following agencies:

Eighth Air Force (US)

Ninth Air Force (US)

Air Defense of Great Britian
Second Taetical Air Force
Coa stal Commnd, RAF

Bomber Command, RAF

be The divisiom of responsibility was carefully desigmated to the
above units and specific tasks were assigned to each in accordance with the

following:

(1) Eighth &ir Force (US)
Escort and flak fromIPs to DZs and 1Zs.
Executed resupply to airborne troops on
D plus 1,

(2) Ninth Air Force (US) and 2nd Tactical Air Force
Air support to airbornme troops after drop.

(3) Air Defense of Great Britian
Escort amd fhk fram lamifall to IP,

(4) Coastal Comnand (RAF)

Executed diversion raids in connection
with the opemation.

% 4

(5) Bomber Commnd (RAF)

Carried out diversion parachute dummy drops
and bombing of enemy installations.

(6) 2nd Tactical Air Force

Pnoto Recon of target areas.
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cs The above agencies performed their assigned tasks with an except-
iomal skill and efficiency which ®ntributed vitslly to ths success of the Troop
Girrier Forces and kept the percentage of casmlties very low, For a day by day

 aotivity report of air support, See ANNEX NO. 5

16. Antiseircm?fi Gunfire Conixrol Procedure

a. All Allied agencies, Army, Navy and Air Forces, were informed of
the detailed flight plan for Troop Carrier © lumms., The Army Comms nder issued

_orders to all Allied troops in the area of routes and target not to fird on any

airermaft until further notice.

be In comsideration of the detailed day-by-day report of the activi-
ties of air support to airborne opemtions, it is warthy of note tlat no enemy
aircraft were encoauntered during the first day of Operation MARKET. It is also
excellent testimony to the effectivensss of air support operations that so far
as known, not a single aircraft of the 3990 dispatched by IX Troop Carrier Com-
mnd fran D day to and including D plus 10 was lost or damaged due %o enemy air
action, Oredit is, of course, due to the highly efficient fi ghter cover and to
the bombing and strafing of enemy ai rfields by both boambers and fighters assign-
ed to the support of airborne operationse.

ce In addition, losses due to flak and ground fire were held to a
minimum by the constant harassing attacks of supporting aircraft on flak posi-
tions, transports, barges, and enemy installations by the bambers, fighters and
fighter-bombers of United States Strategic Air Force, Eighth Air Force, Bouber
Command (RAF), Ninth Air Force units (AEF), 2nd Tactical Air Force and British
ratrols assigned in direct support of the ground forces. Fram the standpoint
of the IX Troop Carrier Commnd, the air support program was carefully planned
and brilliently executed.

17. Bacovary of Gliders

as SN airstrip in 1Z *WY wms constructed in the BINDHOVEN area
where the ma jarity of glider recovery was accomplished. An additional airstrip
wms constructed in 1Z *0* and mamed GRAVE, GRAVE airstrip ms also used for
&1 pply missions and proved highly stisfactoary. The purpose of cmnstructing
ol ratrips in the 1Zs was to provide s quick method of recovery. The termmin -
wms such that airstrips could be constructed and fly amy gliders mrshalled
with little difficulty. Inclement weather slowed down the recovery, however,
all operatiomal pickeup aircraft in the 52nd, 53rd Troop Carrier Wings and
Service Wings were ordered on detached service to the 50th Troop Carrier Wing
stationed in FRANCE, Gliders were stored om the 50th Troop Carrier Wing fislds.
As of 18 December 194;, one hundred amd ninety-nine (199) gliders have been re-
covered from the EINIHOVEN area, fiftye-nine (59) are ready for flyamay, one hune
‘dred and twelve (112) will be ready within a twenty-four (2) hour period end

“fifteen (15) will be ready within seven (7) days.

ol7- -




View of C=L7=s on GRAVE airstrip
in HOLLAND

18, Administretion

as All administmtiwve routine in conjunction with Oper=stion MARKET
prior to D Day, during the period of the missions and subsequent thereto, wms
aceomplished in normml manner.

bs There ms a deflinite indication that the lessons gp ined from
practical experience in handling personnel matters during the NEFTUNE oper-
ation were put to good adwantage during OPeration MARKET, An emergency ra-
quisition far glider pilots, which ws made for contamplated use during Op-
eration LINNET (later ecancelled), arrived at the eleventh hour prior to Op-
eration MARKET to create a comfortable margin of the glider pilot reserve de-
sired by Opermtions for the glider lifts. Redistribution of glider pilots
continued up until twenty-four (Z24) hours prior to H Hour on D Iay to meet
vwrying operatioml eormitments. This condition was undesirable due to un-
familiarity of personnel with organizations out of which they finally ocpema-
ted and 4id not permit the compatability to teamwork desired in the organi-
zations by canbat operntions. 4n attempt was mde to overcoms this by keep-
ing groups of glider pilots toge‘her going to tacticel sguadrans but in all
instances thia w3 not possitle. If tectieal comitments were maintained
within the scope of personnel and equipment normlly authorized for tactieal
units of this commnd, personnel disposition wu 1d present absolutely no
problem.
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Cs As in other glider 1ift operations, ndministrative ecocntrol of
casualty reports on glider pilots in the MIX category was controlled by the

highest Troop Carrier headquarters establishing a éate after which such ine
dividuals may be so reported. Due to the tremendcus success en joyed by this
operation, all active participants were mitably recognized by apnropriate

Hmr‘dﬂ--

Paratroops receiving last minute instructions
fran jumpma ster prior to take-off{ from a
Troap Carrier bass in ENGLAND
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I1I. OPIRATIONS

l. Briefi

ae Wing and Graup Commnders were briefed an Operation MARKET at
Troop Garrier Commnd Headquarters on D minus 2 by the A-3 Section of IX
Troop “arrier Commnde Group Commnders upon return to their proper stations
briefed Squadron Commnders and essential Squadron Staff Members who, in turn,
prepared the detailed briefing of all combat crews. DBriefings of canbat crews
were held at unit stations on D minus 1.

be Group S.3 officers covered the following points:

(1) Take-off times.

(2) Target Times.

(3) Altitudes to be flown to and from target area.

(4) BEmergency procedures.

(5) Reviewed SOP on drop procedure.

(6) Reviewed SOP on glider release procoduro.

(7) Formtione to be flown,

(8) Break-up of glider columns to the warious landing nes.

Ce Oroaup S-2 officers briefed on:

(1) Enemy installations.

(2) BEscape kits and escape procedure.

(3) Tactical situation.

(4) Prepared distribution of mps and photogmphs.

de Commiéation officers briefed on:

(1) All signals and equipment to be used.
(2) Recalls

. (3) Diversions
(4) TFrequencies

ee Radar officers covered all radar equipment awailable far the op-
eration and explained in detail the position of radar mavigatidmal aids, giving
their frequencies end call signs, along the route amd in the target areas,

fo Due to limited space allowed for briefings in most stations of
this camand, it wms necesmry for the Group Glider Officer, in con junction
with the airborne limison officer, to brief the glider pilote at a separate
brief inge

g+ Group Weather Officers presented in detail the route weather to
be éncountered to and from the target area. FPostponement of the operation due
to weather was to be relayed through channels fram a decision reached at Head-
quarters, First Allied Airborne Army.
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Gliders marshalled prior to take-off
on Troop Carrier base in ENGLAND.

50th Troop CGaxrier Wing
g+ Serial A-15 -« 439th Troop Carrier Group.

30 C.47s dropped pamachutists on IZ "N* at 1324+ Re-

sults were excellent. Light imaccumte moderate flak

in woods NW and SE of DZ., 1 C-47 ditched, 3 C-47s
damaged. No personnel camumlties.

be Serial A-28 - 439th Troop Carrier Group.

50 C.47s and CG=4A gliders released over LZ "N" at
1347. Results were excellent. Light immccurate

flak in woods NW and SE of 1LZ, Heavy accurate mod-
erate flak North shore of SCHOUWEN ISIAND, 1 accie

dental release, 1 CG-4A missing, 5 C=7s damged and
1 personnel missing.
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Ce Serial A-19 = [4lst Troop CGarrier Group.

45 C-47s dropped parachutists on DZ *T* at 1334. Re-
sults goode Heavy accumate flak at woods Nand S of

2, Light immccurate and moderate 8 miles before DZ

on route in to left, Medium inaccurate flak at SCHOUWEN
ISLAND, § aircraft dropped paratroops 3/4 miles short
of DZ, 1 C.47 missings No personnsl killed, wounded
or missing,

de Serial A-21 - 4)Oth Troop Carrier Group.

42 C.l7s dropped parachutists on IZ *T* at 1329, Re-

_ sults goods Smmll arms fire heavy E and W of 12,
Heavy accurate intense flak in forest NW and NE of DZ,
Light flak on coast and landfall. left side of SCHOUWEN
ISLAND immccurate moderate. 1 aircraft dropped on DZ ¥O*
due to mix up in signals, 1 C-47 destroyede 2 C.47s
non-flyable, 1 C=47 damaged. 1 personnel wounded, 6
missinge

e Serial A-23 = 440th Troop Carrier Group.

48 C-j78 dropped parachutists on DZ *N" at 1333 Re-
sults goode Light imaccurate modemmte to intense flak
Wand S of DZ, Light flak on ccast and landfall, Left
side of SCHOUWEN ISIAND intense moderate accurate. 3
C-478 damgeds No personnel killed, wounded, or misse
ing. ~

3¢ Serial Report = D Iny o
S2nd Troop Carrier Wing
a¢ Serial A-3 = 313th Troop Carrier Group.

43 C=47s and 2 C-538 dropped parachutists on DZ *N*
1300, load 751 pamtroops, 260 parapacks wéighing
57,947 pounds, Encountered accurate heavy and light,
moderate to intense flak at and near DZ "N%, 1 re-
fussl. Dropped 1} to 2 miles NE of IZ *N" due to
mavigation errore - 2 Ca}7s missing, 15 airecmaft damg-
ed by ground fire. .

be Serial A.5 = 313th Troop Carrier Group.

45 C=47s dropped parachutists on DZ *N* 1308, Load:

676 mratroops, 226 parapacks weighing 52,858 pounds.
3 refusmls, 2 jumped later 3 miles SW of IZ, 2 air-
craft damaged by ground fire. No. losses.

.
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ce Serial A-7 = 316th Troop Carrier Graup,

45 C-47s dropped pamachutes on DZ "N 1312, Load:

685 mratroops, 270 parapacks weighing 30,820 pounds,
2 refumls. No casualties, 3 aireraft susta ined
minor damage from sma 11 arms fire, 6 parapacks return-
ed due to mechanical failure.

Pamchute Serials enroute to HOLLAMD
DDay
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Serial A=9 = 316th~'l‘roop Carrier Group.

42 C.47s and 3 C-53s dropped parachutists on IZ 'b'
1315 Load: 677 paratroops, 270 parapacks wéighing
36,850 pounds. 1 Cal47 ditched.

Serial 4.1l - 315th Troop Carrier Group.

45 C-47s dropped parachutists an IZ “O* 1313; Load:

" 555 raratroops, 228 parapacks wéighing 39,950 pounds.
5 refussls, 2 woundede One aircreft missing, 1 aire
craft m jor dammge and 5 received minor damages.

Serial A.13 = 315th Troop Carrier Group. -

Cl;78 dropped parachutists on DZ *0* 1317; imda

85 paratroops, 245 pampacks wéighing l;6.825 pounds.
1l aircraft damged by ground fire.

Serial A«2) « 314th Troop Carrier Group.

36 C-47s dropped mrachutists on D2 *X* 1350; Load:
595 pamtroops, 120 parapecks weighing 25,110 pounds,
Rebeca«Eurela operation mtisfactary. 3 airecreft
received minor battle damge, 1 aircraft non-flymbdble,
due to battle damge., 1 aircraft non-flyable dae to
mechanionl failure.

-Serial A-25 - 314th Troop Carrier Groupe

33 Ca}j78 and 3 C-538 dropped paraclmtists on DZ X%
13563 Load: " 520 paratroops, 128 parapacks weighing

29,500 pounds, 2 refumlse 1} rarapacks failed to -
drop due to mechanieal failure. No Losses.

Serial A<26 - 618t Troop Cerrier Groupe.

36 C.4i7s dropped parachutists on DZ *X" 1403; Load:
559 paratroops, 216 parapacks weighing 29,610 pcu.nds.
Ro. Lossess No damages, =

Serial 4«27 - 6lst ‘l'roop Carrier Group.

35 C-47s dropped parachutists on D2 X" 1408; Load:
609 paratroops, 216 parapacks weighing 29,610 pounds.
All aircmft dropped on IZ, 15 prnrapacks failed to
release. 1 refusal due to sickness. No losses of
aircraft but 1 aircaft ms rendered non-flyable =
wing tip shot off anl aileron damaged.
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be Serinl Report - D Dy
iy Wi
a, Serial M - mth Trﬂﬂ‘p %T‘rhr ﬂ:h‘lup.

45 C-47s dropped on DZ "A® at 1301, Heavy flak and
ground fire encountered between IP and [2Z. J air-
emft lost, 10 airemft damged. Drop successful.

Aerial view of parmadrop taken by pammtroop
observer with cameras stmpped to chest =
D Day

be Serial A-6 434th Troop Carrier Group,

45 aircraft dropped perachutists an DZ *"A* at 1306,
ground fire and flak ranged from medium to intense
between IP and DZ. Drop successful, 8 aircmaft
damged, 2 losi.
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Ce Serial A-8 - 4)12nd Troop Carrier Group.

45 C-47s dropped parachutists in DZ ¥A* at 1311,
Heavy to medium flak IP to D2, Al)l loads in IB
or immediate vicinity. 2 aircraft lost over DZ .
after loads jumped. Results good,

d. Serial A-10 - 442nd Troop Carrier Gm up.

45 aircraft dropped parechutists in IZ *B* at 1314,
4 aircraft lost, 5 aircraft damgeds Flak medium IP
to DZ, Result excellent,

‘ee Serial A-12 - 436th Troop Carrier Group.
45 aircraft dropped parachutists an DZ *B* at 1319,
Intense Flak NE of DZ. 5 aircraft lost, 13 air-
craft damged. Result excellnt.

fo Serial A-1lj - 436th Troop Carrier Group.
45 aireraft dropped mraclutists in DZ *B* at 132},

11 aircraft damged by flak between IP and DZ and
return. Results excellent.

w)

8¢ Serial A-16 - }35th Troop Carrier Group.

36 aircraft dropped parachutists in D2 *C* at 1324,
2 airemft lost, 10 aircraft damged, Medium to
heavy ground fire amd fh k in IP to IZ, Results ex-
cellent.

he Serial A-18 - 435th Troop Carrier Group.

28 aircraft dropped parachutists in DZ *CY at 1328,

8 ai reraft damaged by light to heavy ground fire anml

flak from IP to DZ, Farachutists spread slightly in

area. Results good, =2

is Serial A-20 - 438th Troop Carrier Group,

45 aircraft dropped parachutists in center and NW of

DZ *C" at 1333s 1 aircraft damged by medium to ¢
heavy flak fram IP to DZ and return. Drop mde in

©rner of IZ. Results successful,

Je Serial Ae22 - 438th Troop Carrier Group.
45 aircraft dropped parachutists in center and NW of

1z *C" at 1338, 11 ai rcraft damaged by light to medium
flak on route in and out. Results successful.
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5e¢ Serial Report - D plus il
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Serial

Serial

Serial

Serial

A=36 = 439th Troop Carrier CGroup.

50 C-47s and 50 CG-4jRs released over 12 *N* at 1518,
Results were excells nt., Smll arms fire and light flak
in woods right of 1Z, Imaccurate and meager flak at IP,
Light inaccumte flak from IP to HERTOGENBOSCH, 20-mm
light inaccurate at 3500 feet. 2 CG-4R gliders aborted.
16 personnel missing in action.

A-M - 44,0th 'h'oop Carrier Group.

40 C-47s and 40 CG-4As released over LZ *T* at 1455.
Results were excellent. Accumte meager flak on N

and S edge of 12, Slight medium and accurate flak over
FLOKEE, Heavy accurate mesager south of village at IP
and light smll airms fire. 3 aircraft non-operatioml
due to dammges received. No personnel killed, wounded
or missinge

A«5h4 - 440th Troop Carrier Group.

40 C-47s and 4O CG-4As released over LZ 'T! at 1550,
Results sxcellent., 1 C-/7 and glider failed to reach
12, 1 C./;7 mising, 5 C-47s damageds Light moderate
imccurate flak and small arms fire NE anmd S of 1Z,
Light accurate intense flak one half mile S and NW
of IP.

A<l6 - 4hlst Troop Carrier Group.

40 C.l47s and CG-U4As released over 1Z *N¢ at 1511, Re-
sults goode No aircraft dameged or loste No personnel
casualtiess Light flak imccurate moderate to meager
and saml]l arms fire at 1Z, Modemte to intense flak at
junction of rced SW of MCERDYK., Light flak and machine
gun fire 2 miles SE of HERTOGENBOSCH.

A-5% = Lhlst Troop Carrier Groupe

4O C-47s and 40 CG=4AS released over LZ *N* at 1608, Re-
sults goods No aircraft lost or damged. No persmnnel
killed, wounded or missinges In woods SE of LZ smll arms
fire amd accurate meager flake NW top of SCHOUWEN ISLAND
6 to 8 heavy guns - imacourate moderate.
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ke Serial JL-29 - hj?th TI'Q'DP Carrier 'El‘ﬂl.lr-

35 aireraft and 35 gliders. 31 gliders released in 12
;F at 1348, 3 gliders lost when ships exploded between

and 1Z, 1 glider and tow ship unknown. 24 airecraft
damaged by heavy flak and ground fire, enccuntered be-
yond enemy lines. Results excellsnt.

le Serial A0 = Il.j?t-h Troop Carrier Group.

35 aircraft and 35 gliders. 28 gliders released in 12
*W* at 1355, 2 gliders lost when tow ships exploded in

. air approaching DZ. 3 gliders aborted on Continent due
to mechanical failure and 1 glider aborted over channel.
1 glider unreporteds 4 aircraft lost and 22 aireraft

damaged by intense flak in the IZ area and appreach there-
tos Results successful.




P

o

. 6. Serial Report - D plus 1

a.

be

Ce

de

Ce

b

(o

S520d_Troop Carrier Wing
Serial A-31 - 314th Troop Carrier Group.

36 C-47s dropped parachutists on DZ *Y* at 1406, Load:
626 paratroops, 89 parapacks weighing 244,160 roundse
Flak encountered on route from landfell. 1 aircraft
cra shed due to smll arms fire, no chutes seen.

Serial A-32 « 314th Troop Carrier Group,

33 C-478 and 3 C.53s dropped marachutists on DZ *Y", at
1412, Load: 591 paratroops, 130 parmpacks weighing
22,610 pounds, 3 aircmaft lost due to flak.

Serial A-33 = 315th Troop Carrier Group.

27 C-47s dropped parachutists on DZ *Y" at 1416, Load:
462 paratroops, 87 pammcks weighing 25,600 poundse
All but two \2) dropped on IZ, 2 aircraft crashed,

Serisl A-34 - 315th Troop Cairier Group.

27 C-47s dropred pammchutists on DZ *Y% at 1418, Load:
440 parairoops, 101 parapacks, 17 bicycles, 3 motorcycles,
2 trolleys and 2 bundles of stretchers weight 30,296
pounds, 18 aircraft dropped on IZ, 9 dropped up to 2
niles N of DZ, 2 persocnnel woundede 11 aireraft dam ged.

Serinl A-38 = 313th Troop Carrier Group,

40 C.;7s, 2 C=53s8 and 2 CG-4A gliders dropped on 12 “N¢,
at 1431, Load: 172 troops weighing 73,780 pounds. n
gliders released on 1%, 1 aircraft missing, 7 ai remmft
damged by ground fire,

Serial A.42 - 316th Troop Carrier Group.

40 Ca447s, 2 C-53s and 42 CG-4& gliders dropped on LZ #Te
at 1. Load: 175 troops, 2 photogrer hers, 21 jeeps,

2 75-mm howitzers, 4266 pounds of ammo and 13,532 pounds
of equipmente 1 glider ditched., 1 aircmft missing,

13 aireraft unserviceable due to flak; 6 aircrmft slightly
damged by flak,
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ge Serial A-48 -

39 C-478, 1 C-53 and 40 CG-4A gliders released an LZ *N"
at 1532, Load: 137 troops weighing 97,280 pounds (in-
cluding equipment). 1 glider was adbortive. 1 C.,7 damg-
ed by amll arms fire, 1 crew member alightly wounded., 4
other aircraft received minor damge.

he Serial A-50 = 61st Troop Carrier Group.

40 Cu)78 and 4O CG-4a gliders released on LZ *T* at 1537.
Lond: 108 troops, 17 jeeps, 7 trailers, 1 75 mm howitzer,
3 105-mm howitzers and 33,300 pounds of equipment. 30
aireraft released on L2, remsinder landed 12 miles SE of
12. No eireraft losses.

i, Serial A-52 =

38 C-47s, 2 C-53s and 4O CG-4A gliders released on LZ *N%,
at 1535. Losd: 209 troops, 11 trailers, 3 75-mm howit-
2ers and 26,160 pounds of ammo and equipment, 17 gliders
landed @Ip to 5 miles SE of 12, 9 gliders unknown. 6 land-
ed on LZ, 1 glider landed at DZ "0, / gliders landed )
miles fram 1%, 2 gliders released 25 miles SW of 1Z, 4
C-/7a wem lost due to flak.

7. Serial Report - D plus l
53rd Troop Carrier Wing
ae Serial A-35 ~ 434th Troop Carrier Group.

140 aircraft and 4O gliders. 36 gliders released on 14 *We
at 1437 3 gliders aborted on Continent due to mechaniecal
fa ilure and flak, 1 glider abarted in UK due to airborne
error., 2 aircraft were lost after release of gl idersat
1Z due to enemy flake 21 aircraft dammged by medium to
heavy flak and ground fire from IP to 1Z, Results success-
ful.

be Serial A-37 -~ 435th Troop Carrier Group.
30 aircraft and 30 gliders. 30 gliders released in 1% *w¢
at 1439, 8 aircraft were damged by light flak from land-
fall to 12, Results successful,

ce Serial 4.39 - }438th Troop Carrier Group.

4O aireraft and 40 gliders. 38 gliders released on LZ *W¢
at 1452, 1 glider aborted after take-off in UK due to meche

anicel difficulty and ane aborted off SCHOENWEIN ISLE due
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to flak cutting tow ropee 11 aireraft dama gad due to
graund fire and light flake Results successful.

Serial A<}l - 4)2nd Troop Carrier Group.

40 aireraft and 4O gliders. 39 gliders released at 12
"W' at 1515, 1 glider aborted in UK, 3 aircraft damag-
ed due to light flak. Results successful.

Serial A-43 = 436th Troop Carrier Group.

4O aircraft and 40 gliders. 39 gliders released at 12
“W' at 1505. 1 glider aborted in UK due to structural
failure, 1 aircrmft lost. 2 aircreft cmshed landed

at home station account battle damage. Results success-
ful, »

Serial A-45 « 437th Troop Carrier Group.

4O eireraft and 40 gliders. 33 gliders released in 1Z
“W* at 1515, 1 glider aborted in UK account m chanieal
failure and 1 glider crashed at HATFIELD for unknown

reascne Only 1 aircraft hit by enemy fire. Results
successful, ,

Serial A7 « 434th Troop Carrier Group.

40 alrcraft and 4O gliders. 38 gliders released in IZ
*W* at 1324, 2 gliders aborted in channel, 22 aircmft
received minor btattle damege. Results successful ..

Serial A-49 - 435th Troop‘Carrier Groﬁp.

30 aireraft and 30 gliders. 30 gl iders released in 1z

*W* at 1530, Light flak on return damaged 9 aircrafte
Results successful,

Serial 4.51 -~ [;38th Troop Carrier Group.
40 aireraft and 40 gliders. 40 gliders released in 12
'W* at 1533. 11 airemaft damaged by light flak and on
return route. Results successful, '

Serial A=53 - 42nd Troop Carrier Groupe

40 aircraft and 40 gliders. 40 gliders released in 1Z
"W' at 1615, 1 glider aborted near L2 when flak knocked

off wing, 3 airecmaft damageds 1 aircraft ditched. Re-
sults successful,

3l -




ke Serial A=55 = 436th Troop Carrier Group.

40 mireraft and 40 gliders. 2 glideras aborted in K.
37 gliders released in L% at 1522, 8 aircraft dams ged
by light ground fire and flak. Results successful.

l. Serial A=57 = 437th Troop Carrier Group.

30 aireraft and 30 gliders, 27 gliders relessed at 12
"W at 1557. 1 glider ditched and 2 aborted in UK due
to mechanical failure. 1 aircmft suffered battle dam-
age. Rasults sucosassful,

L1

Paradrop Mission on D plus 2

32 BEET
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Serial rt -« D plus 2

50th Troop Carrier Wing

ae Serial A-T4 - 438th Troop Carrier Group

40 C.478 and 4O CG-4As released over 1Z *"W*, Results
fair. 6 CG-4As releesed, location unknown. /4 CG-lAs
cut loose over Channel, 6 CG=jAs returned to home base.
4 CG-4As released in friendly territory on continent.

1 C-}47 destroyed, 1 C-47 dammgeds 12 personnel missing
in action. Heavy and light intense accurate flak along
both sides of course from IP to DZ.

sSerial Report - D plusg 2
5208 Troop Carrier Wing
aes Serial A-94 - 61lst Troop Carrier Group.

35 Co4476. Resupply mission to DZ YOV at 1530, Loci:
192,500 pounds. Mission 80% effective. 2 C.lj7s lost
due to flak, 1 personnsl (QM) bailed out over front
lines.,

be Serial A8 =

27 Co478s Paradrop on DZ *K* at 1517, Load: 3561 para-
troops anmd 141 parapacks. 25 C.)7s abortive due to
weathers Flak encountered on DZ, 1 C.)7 forced down by
flak, 1 aircraft damaged by flak and amll arms fire.

¢e Serial A-85 - 315th Troop Carrier Gm up.

27 C-47ss Paradrop on DZ *K" at 1708, Lomd: 250 pama-
troops, 120 parapacks, 19 bicycles, 9 motorcyles weigh-
ing 29,795 pounds. 2 aircraft abortive due to weather.,

d. Serial A-86 - 31th Troop Carrier Group.

27 C-478. Paradrop on IZ "K* at 1716. Loaed: 295 para-
troops, 112 pampacks, 8 motorecycles, 6 bicycles and 5
motor trolleys, weighing 31,400 pounds. 11 aircraft
abortive due to weather, Flak weapons and machine guns
surrounded the DZ area and fire was intense. No losses
but 4 aircraft received battle damge.
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Serial A-87 - 314th Troop Carrier Group.

33 C=47s. FParadrop on DZ "K' at 1712, Load: 1396

para-

troops, 116 parapacks weighing 29,183 pounds. 3 aircraft

aborted due to weather. No losses dbut 12 aircraft

b o =)

ceived battle dammge, 3 aircmft flyable, 9 non-flyable.
Heavy concentration of enemy fire noted about the DZ,

Serial Report on D plug 2

53rd Troop Carrier Wing
Serial A-72 - 434th Troop Carrier Group.

41 aircraft and 41 gliders. 29 gliders released on 12
*AY at 1437. 12 gliders aborted account weather, 9
landing on continent, 1 in channel and 2 missing, 2

aircraft failed to return and 20 aircraft suffered
battle dammge., Results partially successful,

Serial A-73 = 435th Troop Carrier Group.

31 aircraft and 30 gliders. 25 gliders released on 12

W' at 144lie 6 gliders aborted account weather.

3 land-

ed on continent, 2 landed in channel and 1 landed in UK,
1l aircraft failed to return, 2 aircraft damged by light
to medium flak and ground fire. Results succesaful.

Serial A~7lL - 438th Troop Carrier Group,

4O aircraft and 40 gliders. 19 gliders released at 12
W' at 1500, 2 gliders released within 12 miles of 1Z.
19 gliders aborted due to weather. 5 gliders returned
to home station. J gliders in Channel. 3 gliders in UK.
7 gliders on cantinente 1 aircraft lost and 11 dammged
by ground fire and flak. Results partially successful.

Serial 4.75 = 442nd Troop Carrier Group.

4O aircraft and 40 gliders. 28 gliders released at 12
W' at 1514, 12 gliders aborted due to weather and un-
known reasons. 3 gliders landed in Chamnel. 3 gliders
landed in UK, and 2 gliders released within 30 miles of
12, )4 gliders disposition unknown. 1 airecraft lost and
20 aircraft damaged by enemy fire., Results mrtially

succesaful,

Serial A=76 « 43th Troop Carrier Group.

41 aircraft and 41 gliderss 21 gliders released on 12
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WY at 1530, 20 gliders aborted due to weather, 2 glie
ders landed in channel, 11 Janded on far shore, 9 landed
in UK and 1 glider is unknown, 5 aircraft missing. 8
aircraft darmaged as a remult of emmy fire, Rosults
partially suceesaful.

A<78 = 434th Troop Carrier Group.

40 aircraft and 40 gliders. 33 gliders released at 12
‘W* at U5, 1 glider aborted in channel and 5 gliders
aborted on continent account weather, 1 glider is un-
known. 2 aircraft lost and 11 aircraft damaged by enemy
fire, Results successful.

Ae79 « 435th Troop Carrier Group.

31 aircraft and 31 gliders. 30 gliders released at LZ
“W* at 1554, 1 glider aborted in UK due to prop wash,
2 aircraft lost amd 11 damged due to enemy action.
Mission successful.

A<80 = }38th Troop Carrier Group. .

40 aircraft and 40 gliders. 30 gliders released at 12
"W* at 1546, 10 aborts due to flak and weather. 2 air-
craft lost and 11 damged by flake Results successful,

A8l - 4liond Troop Carrier Group. 4

41 eircraft and j1 gliderse No gliders released at 12
‘W' due to weather, 1 gliders relemsed within 8 and
10 miles of 12, 15 gliders returned to home base and 4
gliders landed in channel, 8 gliders landed on contine
ents 1 aircraft lost amd 16 damged by enemy fire. Re-
sults unsuccessful,

A<82 « 436th Troop Carrier Group.

40 aircraft and 40 gliderss Serial returned to home bage
account of weather. 37 glider knding at home tase, 1
landing at altermte field, and 2 crashing, Results un-
successful,

1l. Serial Report - D plua 3

Serial

20th Troop Carrier Wing.
A-104 = 439th Troop Carrier Group snd 442nd Troop Carrier
- Group.
-5~ L "
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47 C-4Ts (32 fram 442nd and 15 from 439th Gmoup) carried
out mmadrop and resupply missions at 1LZ *W* at 1748. Re-
sults were good. 1 C.47 miseing, L damged. 4 personnel
missing in action. Smll arms ground fire over 12 ine

accurate together with light modemte immccurate flak,
Fighter cover adequa te.
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Pers chute Resupply drop at D2 "O" on
D plus 3
=erial Feport on D plug 3
23xd Troop Garrier Wing

as Serial A=97 = 434th Troop Carrier Group.

53 airemft dropped resupply on DZ "O" at 1648, Drop
scattered. HResults partially successful.
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Serial A«98 « 435th Troop Carrier Group.
45 ei roraft dispatcheds 4 dropped on DZ *O* at 1700,
1l aircraft aborted accaunt pararack failure, Results
successful,

Serial A=99 « 438th Troop.Carrier Growp.

4y aircraft dropped resupply on DZ *0* at 1719, §
Packs failed to release, Results successful.

Serial A-100 = 436th Troop Carrier Group.

44 airermaft dropped'resupply on DZ "0* at 1738, Drop -
soattered, but effective. Results succeasful,

Serial A-101 = 436th Troop Carrier Group.
40 aircraft dropped resupply on DZ "O* at 1732, Run
in high drop scattered, but all in DZ Area. Results
pertially successful, .
Serial A~102 « [;37th Troop Carrier Group.

Il aircraft aropped resupply on DZ %O' at 1738, 4 mek
-loads failed to drop. Results successful.

Serial A-~103 « 437th Troop Carrier Group.
42 aircraft dropped resupply in 1Z *0Y area at 1749.
5 bundles failed to release. Drop aspread, but effective.
Results successful.
Serial A-10) « 442nd Troop Carrier Group.
12 aircraft dropped parachutists at 1831 and 20 aircraft

dropped resupply in DZ *W* at 1840, Results scattered
but effective. Results good,

Sexial Report - D plus 4

Qe

a3rd TIreop Carrier Wing
Serial A-109 - 437th Troop Carrier Group:

12 aircraft of 15 scheduled dropped resupply on LZ *we
at 1640, Drop spread because of weather. 3 aircraft
aborted and returned to home base, Results rartially
successful,

~37- L
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be Serial A-110 « 438th Troop Carrier Group.

15 al reraft dispatcheds 2 aborted account weathere 1
aircraft aborted account mechanical failure, 12 drop-
ped resupply on 1Z *W® at 1631, Drop spread because of
weather. Results partially succesaful,

Ce Seriml A-111 - }38th Troop Carrier Group.

33 aireraft dispatcheds 2 aborted account weather,
31 aireraft dropped on DZ *0* at 1700. Drop spread
because of weather. Results partially successful,

Serial Report - D plug 5
33rd Troop Carrier Wipg
ae. Serial A-105 = 436th Troop Carrier Group.

46 aircraft snd 46 gliders. 46 gliders released in LZ
"WY at 1632, Gliders included aborts of seriaml A-82,
Results excollent.

be Serial A-106 - 438th Troop Carrier Group.

38 aircraft and 38 gliders. 33 gliders released in
1Z at 1636, 4 gliders aborted in UK and 1 aborted on
continent. Results successful,

Ce Serial A-107 - 434th, 435th, and 436th Troop Cerrier Groups.

34 airecraft dispatched., Dropped resupply on DZ *W* at
1642, Spread drop. Results partially successfule

Serial Raport - D plus 6
50tk Troop Garxrjex -Wing
as Serial As91 - 4JjO0th Troop Carrier Group.

40 aircraft and 40 gliders released over 1Z 'N% at 1613,
Results partially successful. 21 gliders failed to be
effectives 18 due to personnel and 3 because of mechan-
ical trouble. 1 C-47 missing and 9 personnel missinge

1l aircraft RON in Brussels. Ir triangle formed by BOXTEL,
SGHINDEL and ST. CEDENRONE heavy light small arms fire
accurate and intense 3 mile 8 east of BOXTEL in woods a-
raind heavy light imaccurate meager flak reported.
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b. Serial A«95 = 440th Troop Carrier Group.

48 airecraft and 48 gliders released over 1Z *0% at 1710,

Results partially successful, 3 gliders Mailed to becom

offective, Light flak N and NW of 1Z #0%, Smml) arms

fire inmccurate and meagere N and W of IP heavy and light

imcourates No aircraft lost or dammged and no persomnel
. killed, wounded or missing,

c. Serial 4«92 = 4l1st Troop Carrier Group.

N 38 aireraft and 38 gliders released over 1Z *O' at 1526,
Results goods 1 aircraft missing and 1 destroyede 1
personnel wounded in action. ZFlak in wooded areas all
way to IPs Beyond IP in woods N and S of HENZHER 1light
accurate and moderate flak reported,

de Serial A.96 - 441st Troop Carrier Group.

50 aircraft and 50 gliders released over LZ %O¥ at 1717
hourss Results goods 1 glider inefective due to meche
anical troubles No aircraft dameged or missing, No

* personnel casualtiess 20-mm NW of EINDHOVEN. Smll
arms fire at IP,

160 Serial report - D plus 6

52nd Troop Carrier Wine

ae Serial A-88 « 313th Troop Carrier Group.

49 aircraft and 49 gliders. Glider tow and release on
12 "0% at 1603, Lomd: 403 troops and 72,929 pounds of
equipment, 2 giders shot down, 3 premture relea ses.

10 aircra ft damged by enemy fire,

. be Serial A-89 -

43 aircraft and 43 gliders. Glider tow and release on
1z "0 at 1602, Laad: 547 troops, 1600 pounds ammo,
‘ : 500 pounds sigmal equipment, jeep, trailers, weighing
. 3670 pounds and 50 pounds wter. 4 aborts.

Ce Jerial A=90 =

. 41 aircraft and 41 gliders. Olider tow and releass on
1z "0" at 1616s Loads 519 troops, 18,915 pounds of
equipment, ammo, and medical supplies. No aborts. 1
aireraft lost due to flak, 12 aircraft damged.

B .




de Serial A.84 - 314th Troop Carrier Group.

41 Cely7s, Famdrop on IZ *0" at 1645, Load: 540
troops, 219 parapacks, 3 motorcycles and 2 bicycles

weighing 55,459 poundse 40 aircraft dropped on DZ,
one dropped short. No losses or battle damags re-

ported.
¢e¢ Serial A«93 = 313th Troop Carrier Group.
49 aircraft and 49 gliders released on LZ *O" at 1658,
Load: 621 troops, 31,121 pounds of equipment. 46
aircraft released on 1% "0%, 3 glider released premature-
lye 1l esircraft missing due to flak, 3 ai reraft damged.
fo Serial A-94 - 316th Troop Carrier Group
48 airecraft and 48 gliders released on 1Z *0" at 1708,
Load: 195 troops, 112,085 pounds of equipment, 5,325
pounds ammoe No aborts. Heavy concentration of emmy

fire in vicinity of EINDHOVEN, 1 C.53 lost due to flak,
A]1l gliders landed on the 12,

17. Qexrial Report - D plug 9
S2nd Troop Carrjer Wing

ae Serial 4.107 -
29 C-47s. Airlanding on strip 2¢ miles W of GRAVE,
HOLLAND at 1350, Load:s 162 troops, 128,38, pounds
of freightse No enemy aireraft enccuntered.

be Serial A-1l12 « 315th Troop Carr ier Group.
36 C-478s Air landing near GRAVE at 1445 Load: 158
troops, 114,535 pounds equipment., Very good fighter
COvVere ’

Ce Serial A-113 - 315th Troop Carrier Group,

36 C-47ss Airlanding near GRAVE at 1515, Load: 331
troops, 129,857 pounds equipment.,

de Serial A-ll) - 316th Troop Cerrier Groupe.

36 C=l73 and 1 C-53, Airlanding near GRAVE at 1650,
Load: JO troops and 160,657 pounds of equipment.
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®e Serial A-115 - 316th Troop Carrier Group.

35 C-478 and 1 C.53. Airlanding near GRAVE at 1615,
Load: 65 troops and 162,823 pounds of equiprent.

fe Serial A-116 - 313th Troop Carrier Group,

36 Coy7s. Airlanding mear GRAVE at 1650, Load: 117

troops, 116,963 pounds of squipment. Mission ompletely
successful,.

C-47s with loanded parapacks in flight
during parachute resupply miasion
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18, Air/Sea Rescue Services

a. On Operation MARKET, from D Day to D plus 9, the willing and
efficient cooperation of the A/Sea Rescue Service was ma intained.

be Two (2) corridors were established fram D Day to D plus 2,
and despite the fact that short notice was given for changes of time and
route, one one corridor being used after D Iny, this service was able to
provide facilities which resulted in the rescue of many of our personnel,

ce Air/Sea Rescue Service cen be divided into two (2) parts:

(1) Nawal Coptrol:

(a) Equipment consisted of "R" motor launches, high
speed launches, and motor torpedo boats.

(b) It bad been the common practice before mrrow air
corridors were established far Air/Sea Rescue launches .
to carry out short patrols near their home base, 80 as
to be at immediate call for any emergency. This ms
effecient in the case of bambers returning from mis-
sions on the Continent, when they were not flying a-
long any organized course, and very sporadic.

(¢) Prior to Operation MARKET, representation was made to
Naval authorities concerned, that ir view of the fact
that two (27 air eoarridors were established, Air/Sea
rescue launches be placed at irregular interwmals a-
long these carridors, This was eventually carried
out, and in the Northern corridor alome, seventeen
(17) Air/Sea Rescue launches were so placed, while
in the Southern ccrridor, which was much shorter,
ten (10) were used.

(d) The efficiency of this move was well portrayed when
the entire crew of a C-47 (Dakota) forced to ditch
on return frar HOLIAND, were picked up even before
the aireraft had submerged. Aircraft were previously
briefed that Air/Sea Rescue launches would be placed
at interwmls along corridors, amd & ircraft ingtead
of idly ditching, were able to ditch somewhere in .
the vicinity of a rescue launche

(e) On D plus 2, weather over the sea was very btad, sea
fog minimizing visibility to about one mile or so. -
Gliders were breaking tows in all directions and ocae
r.otor torpedo boat, 80 placed along the corridor a-
bout forty (40) miles from the English ccast, was able
to pick up the entire crew of five (5) gliders.
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! (f) Discrepancies did arise, especially on one occasion
| when three (3) motor launches were detailed by Air/
| Sea Rescue aircraft to proceed to a ditched glider
in a certain position, only upon arrival to find
the crew already picked up. Fortuna tely, this only
occurred on mre occasions.

(2) aix Coptrol

(a) Consisting of Spitfire and Wa lrus aircraft of Air
Dofense of Great Britian; Hudsons and Warwicks of
. Caastal Commnd; Thunderbolts of US Army Air Force,

(b) Warwicks and Hudsons, engaged on Air/Sea Rescue were
very ussfully employed because of their long range
and durability flying alongside serials on the route
oute They were then able to plot and tmnsmit the

~ semct position of aireraft ditching, also go to their
» assistance in the event of their being no rescue
launch in the immediate vicinitye. This method was
not very efficient in the route back because of aire
cmft being spread out but Thunderbolts and Spitfires
. were then at hand to cover a much larger area, ina
much shorter time than Warwicks.

(¢) During Ope.ation MARKET, two hundred and five (2uy)
men were rescued fram ditched aircraft and gliders.

(4) The following figures give in detail, the patrols
carried out by air/sea rescue service:

Sorties by‘Spitf:ires & Walrus

of ADGB 8
long rangs sorties by Warwicks
and Hudsons of Comastal Commend 20

Sorties by Thunderbolts of USAAF 83
Total Air Sorties 251,

(e) A total of 1,243 hours were spent at sea by high
speed launches or Air/Sea rescus service,

19 Air Ewcuation

a. There wmas no direct a.r evacuation of casualties from advanced
- fislds during this operations Casualties (both British and American) were
routed through the normal ground evacuation cha in to BRUSSELS where the IX
Troop Cerrier Commnd had an airdroms cantrol ,arty, including an air ewmc-
wation section on dutye The Troop Carrier Commnd was directed by First
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Allied Airborne Army to support the RAF in air ewacuation from BRUSSELS, This
wmas done up to ten (lu) planes a day 1n accordance waith standard operating
procedures. Caswml.ies were evacuated to RAMSBURY and MEMBURY except for loads
which were entirely Brivish, in which case, they were landed at BLAKEHILL FARM,
There were no unusual incidents or occurrences durang this phase of the opera-
tion.

19, Public Relations

a. For this operstion, the Fublic Relations Section of the US
Troop Carrier Forces was autnorized by the Publie Helations Officer, First
Allied Airdborne Army, to deal directly with the press through existing face-
ilities at Supreme Headquarters (Minisvry of Infarmation). FPhotographic
coverage was supplied by detachments from the US Army Pictorial Service.

be Correspondents assigned to the US Troop Carrier Forces for
this operation included:

Robert Frey United fress

Judson 0'Quinn Associated rress

Sherry Mangan Time-Life

Grabam Miller New York Daily News
¥illiam Stringer Christian Science Monitor
Gil Robb Wilson New York Herald Tribune
Tom Hoge Stars and Stripes

Ed Murrow Columbia Bromdcasting System
Bob Ma ssel Blue Network

Mr, Andrews Planet Photos (Acms)

Mr, Candy Gaumont-British Newsreels

ce To facilitate correspondents, a B-17 aircraft was assigned to
the Public Relations Office. This aircraft served as a *flying press-box*,
and as such, enabled the correspondents to obtain a mich better over-all
view of the operation than they could otherwise have secured. An Army Air
Corps photographer and M., Andrews, of Planet Photos, riding in the B-17,
mde the bulk of the photos published during the initisl pheses of the oper-
ation, .

’ de Being a combined operation, stories dealing with the activities
of the US Troop Carrier Forces were much more acceptable to British pa pers, due
minly to the fact that numerous British paratroops and gliderborne infantryme
rode with American power and glider pilotss Space received in the British
papers was limited, however, compared to the smce devoted to the airborme.
mission carried in American papers -- arising, to a large degree, fram the
original SHAEF premise, all British carrespondents would ride in British planes
and American carrespcndents ride in American planes.

6e A great deal of credit for space received in both American and

British newspapers, goes to the Public Relations Officers of the 52nd and 53rd
Troop Carrier Wings who facilitated correspondents in every possible my to
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assure them of interesting aml adequa te stores perta ining to Troop Carrier
Commnd and Operation MARKET, ' '

f. Newspaper and wire service correspondents who flew in Troop
Carrier planes during the Operation filed exclusive stores to their papers.
The photographers were pooled, their pictures being mde available equally
to American and British services. Mr. Murrow and Nr, Magsel, representing
the combined American mdio pool, recorded an eye-witness account of the
D Iny operation which was heard later on the Columbia, Natiocmml, Mutual
and Blue Networks in the United States. A pilot, who flew on the D Dny
and D plus 1 missions told of the operation in an interview on BBC's
*War Report's Major Genemal WILLIAMS apoke on the week's airborne mission
over the Mational Broadcasting Company's "Army Hour®, 2i September 1944 ..

€+ Staries of the resupply and airlanding missions were released
by carrespondents of the Associated Press, United Press, Reuters, Press
Association (British), Movietone News, and BBC.

.« De Round-up stories on the cperations were written by Charles
Chamberlain and Abe Goldberg of Associated Press, Robert Frey of United
Fress, and Rupert Derny of the Sunday Chronicle. A complete story, with
Pictures, on the whole operation ms #ent to the London representative of
Air Bews Magnzine and flown to the United States.

i. A canpilation of all newareel footage made by camermmen of. the
Army Air and Oround Forces was mde at the London laboratory of the Army
Pictorial Service and shown the last week in September to Allied Staff Offi-
cers in Iondon. Almost twenty-thoussnd feet of film was shot of the airborne
operation, of which about five thousand feet mas rcleased to newsreels in the
United Kingdom and in the United States. The airborne landing film ms re-
shown at the Curson Street Theater in London m L October 1944« The demand
for a re-run of the landings "was the heaviest ever received at Army Pictorial"
according to officers of tmt unit.
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Iv. G FHASE OF OPERATION

1. The glider phase of Opermtion MARKET was a highly successful undere
taking, considering the number of personnel carried, the amount of supplies
landed, and the amount of equipment transported to the battle area. The suc-
cess of this phase of the operation wmas the result of careful planning and
cloee coordimation with the Troop Carrier Commnd and the chains of command
of the First Allied Airborne Armye. Another factor which greatly influenced
the success of this operation, was the fact that it mas a daylight mission
for all glider lifts, thus facilitating the landing problem.

2. Glider pilots, immediately upon landing, reported tc the nearest
US Command Post. As soon as the occasiaon permitted, they were evacuated
under orders of the US Commnd Post to Headquarters, US 10lst Airborne Div-
ision, or Hemdquarters, US 82nd Airborne Division, far further ewacuation by
air to the United Kingdom.

3. Yor same time prior to the actual operation, in fact, immediately
following Opemtion NEPTUNE, Troop Garrier Command bad been marshalling
gliders at the warious fields in ita command, anticipating a future camit-
ment of airborne forces. On D minus 1, there were a total of 2474 gliders
awmilable to the airborne units, and they were mrshalled on Troop Carrier
Command fields. This, in itself, represented a great deal of planning.

The gliders had to be ferrisd from the assembly depot at CROGKHAM CQUMON to
the fields fran which they did land on the landing zone. They carried 9566
people or 86X of the troops which tock-off. The gliders which did not reach
their objective were prevented from reaching the landing zone by enemy fire,
and by mechanical difficulty. Transportation, which is the main problem for
airbornes units, ms also delivered by gliders in the form of 705 {Ton Trucks,
13 motorcycles and 45 trailers for the {Ton Trucks. The bulk of these were
landed on D plus 1, D plus 2 and D plus 3. The staggering total of 2,476,5%
pounds of equipment and supplies were landed by gliders during this operation.
Had the weather and tactiocal situation allowed, this total would have been
much higher. During the opemtion, gliders were dispatched at the rate of
about two (2) per minute.

Le Immediately following the operation, after D plus 6, Troop Carrier
Comnd dispatched a team of officers and enlisted men fram the Service Wing
of IX Troop Carrier Commnd to the actusl landing zones to mke a survey of
the gliders in the landing zones with the idea in mind of recovering and sal-
vaging as mny as possible., The present plan uses both the glider pick-up
and landing stripe built by Airborne Bngineer Battalions in recovering these
gliders. The Engineer Battalions were flown in by gliders and C-47s and are
actually engaged in building additioml landing strips far the purpose of re-
covery of gliders and also with a view to using them for landing supplies for
combat units in adjacent areas.
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V. INTELLIGENGE

l. The A-2 Section began prelimimary plans for Operation MARKET in
¢on junction with the A-3 and A5 Sections on 10 September 194j.

2o Hak Studias

ae Maps scale 1/100,000. GSGS 2541, sheets 1, 2, 3, L4, and 5; GSGS
4336, sheets 2,3, ami l, covering the possible routes in and general landing
Zone areas were posted and individual AA installations plotted with fire
circles to aid in determining best routes and turns at DZs and 1Zs.

3. ZIhotogmuhs

a. Fran the mumeras sorties flown in the area, the IX Troop Care
rier Pol. officer selected tasic cover of D%/1Z areas, made up mosaics and
through P,I, study of stereo pairs made estim tes and recommendations as to
capacity and general characteristics of 1Zs and possible obstructions on or
in the vicinity of IZs. Since a large number of basic cover sorties had been
flown this work necessitated the handling and sarting of a tremendous number
of photographs. Once the DZs and 1Zs were definitely selected, "blowups® of
the moamics covering specific IZs and 1Zs were ordered in quantities suffi.
cient for planning, briefing, and to provide each glider pilot with a photo-
graph of his particular 1Z, Coordination was mainta ined with Intelligence
and P,I, of 38 Group (British) and photographs exchahged where common intere
ests existed. Origiml sarties were furnished IX Troop Carrier Commnd
through the Photographic Officer of First Allied Airborne Army. Requests
for photo coverage following each days opemtions were initisted to show
ratterns of ppradrop and glider landings.

Le Mipa

a, Opematiomal and mavigational maps were provided in scales of
1/500,000 and 1/250,000. Planning mps in scales of 1/100,000, 1/50,000
and 1/25,000 were procured and dissemimated to Wings and Groups. Sufficient
1/100,000 maps of the landing areas were included to provide each glider
pilot with a detailed map of his particular landing area far use in prelimin-
ary study of the area and for use on the ground,

5¢ During the planning stage of Operation MARKET sources of the latest
information on the enemy air and ground order of battle were established and
latest information kept up to date both during the planning and operstion
phases of Operation MARKET.

6o Activities during Operation MARKET

a, M o "Flash® reports were cleared through IX
Troop Carrier “ommnd Headquarters to higher echelons and consolids ted repcrts
for each days activity were checked with A<3 operationmal reports for accuracy
and completeness of information. %"Hot news" reports on "ditching" in channel

~and other vital information was channeled to proper headquarters.

L L - | W_—




be Dispemimation of informmtion to lower echelons. Iatest awailable
reports on changes in the enemy air and ground situation were disseminated each
day by telephone or TWX to A-2's of Troop Carrier Wings and a daily repart of
the front line and bomb line ms dispatched each day, together with a summry
of the previous days activities, both air and ground.

f the reas were dismt-

When changes in DZs and LZs were mde, "blowups®
ed to the particular Wings or Groups involved,

Te Fi Re

ae Yollowing each days operations, IX Troop Carrier Wing Sections
compiled written mission reports accompanied by traces showing where flak and
smll arms fire were encountered, and indicating pattern of drop or landing
as compiled from pilot reports. In addition, photographs were secured follow-
ing the completion of each glider or paradrop mission,

l. Organizmtion.

a. Weather service is provided the IX Troop Carrier Command by (1)
21st Weather Squadron detachments, one of which is attached to the Command,
to each Wing and to each Group, and (2) by the Staff Weather Officers of these
units who control the weather detachment of their respedtive units, land line
weather commnicationa exist at all Troop Carrier bases and the Adwvanced and
Rear Headquarters. The meteordlogical switchboard at. the rear headquarters of
Troop Carrier Commnd was used to dissemimmte all operatioml forecasts to
the 50th and 52nd Troop Carrier Wings and their Groups and the one at Headquar-
ters 53rd Troop Carrier Wing to Groups of that Wing. Forecasts were telephoned
from Headquarters, First Allied Airbornz Army to the Advanced Headquarters
above-named switchboards.

2. Opamtion

a. Co-ordipation of Foregmats

(1) Because this operation included both the RAF and USAAF and
because there were several headquarters concerned with the
weather decision, it was necessmary to ave close co-ordin-
ation in the preparation and issuance of forecasts. The
Staff Weather Officer, IX Troop Carrier Command and the
Senior Meteorological Officer, 38 Group, RAF, had been desig-
mted, in addition to their other duties, Weather officers
of the First Allied Airborne Army, and during the greater
part of this opemmtion, were at the Headquarters, First
Allied Airborne Army. Coordimtion was maintained fram the
meteorological section at this Headquarters, First Allied
Airborne Army.
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(1)

be Copfersnceg

Meteorclogical conferences were conducted from the meteor-
ological gection at Headquariers, First Zllied Airborne .
Army with &1l of the mm jor RAF and American forecasting
centers in the United Kingdom including the meteorological
seciions at Adwnced Hemdquarters IX Troop Carrier Commnd,
Headquarters 38 Group, RAF, and Headquarters of the Wings

of IX Troop Carrier Commnd. The schedule of these cone
ferences was as follows:

(a) 2t 1000 amd 1600 hours each day with the long range
" meteorological section of US Strategic Air Forces in
Europe = Colonel KRICK.

(b) At 0930 at 1530 with the Headquarters (REAR) Allied
Expeditiomry Air Force.

{c) BEach afternoon at 1530 and each evening at 1930 with
cambined American and RAF Meteorologiml section, Ad-
vanced Headquarters at EASTCOTE,

(d) 1In addition to these scheduled conferences, conferences
were held, whenever it was desirable, with meteorologi-
cal sections at Headquarters, Eighth Air Force, Hesd-
quarters (Rear) IX Bomber Commnd, Headquarvers, VIII
Fighter Commnd and with ETA at DUNSTABLE, Informal
conferences were canducted several times during the day
and night with tne combined American and RAF meteorolo-
gical section at the Adwanced Headquarters of iX Troop
Cairier Command at EASTCOTE so that the senior weather
officers at that headqua.ters and the senior weather
officers at First Allied Airborne Army bad the same opine
ion at all times on the weather conditions,

c. lamiance of Forecasts

(1)

(2)

(3

The coordimated farecasts were then issued at the following

approxmte times from meteorological section at Headquarters,
First Allied Airborne Army,

The weather outlock, issued at 1630 each day covering the next
four (4) days, was distributed to Lommanding Geneml, First
Allied Airborne Army and Commnding General and Operations
Staff, IX Troop tarrier Command and 38 Group, RAF, Analogues

were used to a large degree for this weather forecast and were
most helpful,

The weather outlook for the next days operation issued at '
H-1800 hours that went to Heamdquarters of all tactical units
concerned down to and including the Groups.
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(4) The operational forecast far tue next days operation, 1ssued
at Hely00 hours approximtely, wnich went to Headquarters of
all tactical units concerned, and any amendments to the oper-
ational forecast at 2-hourly interwals, to all tactical units
concerned, down to and as far as the Group.

(5) These farecasts, which were assembled at Advanced Headquarters,
IX Troop Carrier Commnd, were used for two (2) purposes:

(a) For briefing the Commanding General and the 2-3 Section
of IX Troop Carrier Command at their advanced Headquarters,
EASTCOTE, and

(b) For issue to the weather stations at each tactical Wing
and at each tag¢tical Group concerned.

(6) The first was easily accamplished by persomal weather brief-
ings at Advanced Headquarters, IX Troop Carrier Command,
The second was accomplished as outlined in the first paragraph
of this report.

de JBriefings

(1) 411 briefings were based on the operatiomal farecast mentione
- ed in the above paragraph. Since briefings in the Groups

varied as to time and place between H-1800 hours to H-0400
hours it wmas desirable to issus the operatioml forecast
according to the schedule listed above., Briefings in Groups
and Wings were canducted by their respective Staff Weather
Officers. Briefings at the Advanced Headquarters, LX Troop
Carrier Commnd and 38 Group, RAF, and the briefings at the
First Allied Airborne Army were not conducted according to
any schedule, but were made upon request by Commnding
Generals and Operations people of those Headquarters.

eo Raconmaissapce

(1) Meteorological reconmismnce fl ights were made at 2-hourly
interwals over the areas cmcerned by aircraft of the &th
Reconmaissance Wing, These fl ights were made so tat reports
would be called in by the Weather Officer ma king the flight
to the Meteorological Section, Headquarters, First Allied
Alrborne Army at H-8 hours, Hev hours and Hey hours. Heports
from these flights were of great walue.

f. Synoptic Weather Information

(1) During the first six (6) days of this operation there wms a
slow moving, high pressure system over tne area of operations,
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giving poor visibilities during a great part of the day
with some scattered low stratus. While the weather en-
countered could not be termed ideal, 1t would be termed
ideal, it would be termed ‘*above average' in favor of
the operation for this tims of the year, and smll deve
e®lopments that occured were more often in our favor than
egainst us. The most difficult part of the farecasting
which had to be done, wmas tiat of timing the dissipation
of ground fog and low stratus, and on the last day of the
eperation of forecasting a clear period in between two
2) frontal pmsssges.

Vii. &I COMIUNICA TTONS

1. During the staging and launching of Operation MARKET, direct talking
circuits were installed from the operatiomal headquarters, EASTCOTE, to each
of the following headquarters: '

1st Allied Airborne Army, ASCOT
* British Airborne Corps, MOOR PARK
AEAF, STANMORE
XVILII Corps, OGBORNE ST. GEORGE
lst British Airborne Division, FULBECK
* 82nd Airborne Division, GREENHAM COMMON
101st Airborne Division, LEICESTER
Polish Parachute Brigade, STAMFORD
50th Troop Carrier Wing, BALDERTON
52nd Troop Carrier Wing, COTTESMORE
53rd Troop Carrier Wing, GREENHAM COMMON
38 Group, NETHERAVON 4
46 Group, STANMORE

2+ Direct teleprinter channels were superimposed on all of the above
circuits except to the Polish Farachute Brigade, STAMFORD,

3¢ During the entire operation no wire facilities were interrupted or
suffered any failures,

be During the Operation, P,U.Ts (Permnnent Uninterrupted Termimn ls)
circuits were insta lled from EASTCOTE to command departure points at NCRTH
FORELAND, BOREHAM and ALDEBURGH, Service was excellent, These channels
provided adequate control for all missions.

S5e¢ Point to point redio channels were established fram EASTCOTE to all
units mentioned in paragm th 1, above, except to the Polish Brigade. 400 mtt
tranamitters were used. These nets were silenced and were at *stand-by" to be

- used only in the event of landline failure,

6e Air-ground stations, 400 watt power, were established at EASTCOTE,
NORTH FORELAND and ALDEBURGH, One (1) eircraft in each V of V's nine (9) at-
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craft ms desigmated to monitor this channel during the entire flight on each

nissions Only a few messages to aircraft in flight were necesary. The net
funct ioned 100%.

7« VHF sets, SCR-522, were installed prior to the cperation in each
Troop Carrier aircraft. These sets were used exclusively for air-air cammni-
cations and for VHF homing and s irdrome control voice chennels, Traffic on
these channels was very heavy; some traffic appeared non-essential, however,
conversation on the part of some pilots and co-pilots over flak areas does
definitely keep morale at a higher level,

8. - -, -

ae. Turning Poiptg

(1) Panges averaged fram 20 to 35 miles at all the turning
points locations, Beacons were ccded far identifieation
as gpecified in the Sigml Annex,

be IRAZ Beccons

(1) Panges averaged from 5 to 20 miles « On several instances
the first few serials reported no beacon and the following
serials would report the beacon at good ranges. This would
indicate beacons not being turned on in time. (On several
missions there was no time awmilable to get messages to
Par Shore to give parties the necesmry time date, Parties
bad to kesp watch and upon seeing the serisls would immed-
iately go into operation)s Some interference with Rebecca
operation was reported on D Iny., Interference was reported
as squitter and high frequency modulated CW, This might
very well have been locked pulses from too many Rebecca
sets being on, (British aircmaft all use the Rebecca
rather than just the serial leader).

ce 4 Eurekas beacon was picked up by several serials on D plus 1
operating on channels Baker Ciarlie but uncoded. Beacon was in the vieinity
of ZEVENBERGEN in HOLLAND, Units were informed to be on the lookout for
strange beacanse On D plus 6 another beacon was reported in the vicinity of

EINIHOVEN, Beacon was operating on channels Baker Charlie and Coded William
this time.

d. GEE

(1) GEE was used very successfully during Operation MARKET. GEE
ground stations on the Eastern Chain were beamed #0 as to give
good coverage over the DZ/IZ area. Frequencies Wyoming, 48
mes, and Quiney, 74.5 mca. were amilable on the Eastern
chain and frequency Jefferson, 68,5 mcs. on the Channel Chein.
Both Cha ins gave coverage at the DZ/LZ area but the Eastern
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Chain gave the better coverages A1l units were informed of
the fact that better coverage would be obtained from the
Eastern Chain when the GEE coordinates were distributed.
Some serials using the Southemroute operated on the Channel
Cha in to get good coverage along the route and then changed
to the Eastern Chain for the DZ/1Z area, Jamming ms ene
countered in the DZ/1Z area, but wmasnot heevy enough to
bamper operations, Reports indicate that frequency Wyoming
gave the best GEE results on D Day. On succeéding missions,
one day Wyoming would be jammed ‘more heavily and Quiney
would give better results ani the next day it would be just
the opposite,

es SCR 717-C

(1) Since there were no BUPS beacons available for Operation
MARKET, SCR 717-C operation wasg confined to search operm~-
tion only. Serisls using SCR 717-C reported excellent op-
eration with no failures. Ranges from JO to 60 miles were
obtained on picking up coastlines, The Northern m ute
offered a perfect scope picture for picking up landfall,
SCR 717-C was not used a great deal because of good visi-
bility and weather,

L )

9¢ Operation MARKET was entirely a daylight operation and the greater
Part of the serials had very good visibility. As a result, radar was used
only for spot checkings When the visibility was poor, radar did its job very
well and wms responsible for getting certain serials to the DZ/12 area =nd
back to their home fieldss In general radar wms used very successfully in
this operation.

10, In general, mdio facilities aside from the air-ground net were not
needed, although, they were awmilable, Sgver=l airerafti requested VHF homing
and obtained it successfully. Serials received time checks fram K69 (IX Troop
Carrier Command Station, EASTCOTE)es At certain times, due to interference and
"gkip®, the station K69 was reported weake Several serials reported another )
station blocking K69, This may have bsen a German Station as no other station
could be found with the call signe employeds A more powerful transmitter wac
put on the air and some of the interference was eliminmoted. In general, the
aireground radio facilities were very good.

1l, Because of the daylight operation, the only visual aids used were
amoke and panels used to merk DZ/12 arens In most cases all serials reported
seeing panels and smoke as scheduled in the Sigmel Annex.

12, Operatiomal message centers were set up at each tactical unit heade
quarters. Messages were delivered immediately fram the receiving agencies,
Necess=nry message center administrative work was accompl ished either on' the
carbon copies or on the originel after it had served its purpose. Immediste
delivery of these messages rendered material assistance in keeping the opera =

ﬂrunnlng smoothly.

. - —.




-— Wi

13 Sigm) supplies for the operation were obtained through IX AFSC,
Air trapsportation was used extensively for delivery. Air transportable
SCR-499 sets were sent in to the DZ/1Z areas with all airborne divisions in
CG-4& gliders. These sets were used for point to point communication to the
rear headquarters of the divisions left in the United Kingdom. The sets
performed in an excellent manner,

VIII. SUPPLY
1. legistical Preparation

ae The tactiml plan of Operation MARKET called for the use of the
stations at:

FULBECK IANGAR BALDERTCON
CHIIBOLTQN BARKSTON HEATH FOLKINGHAM
COTTESMORE - SPANHOE SALTBY
ALDERJIASTON MEMBURY RAMSBURY
‘GREENHAM CQ/IMON WELFORD BOREHAM
CHIPPING ONGAR CHAIGROVE

LANGAR amd FULBECK had been released to the British and BALDERTON was in the
process of being released at the time when units of the 50th Troop Carrier
Wing moved into theme The occupation of CHILBOLTON was an initial one for
this comend. It was neces ary, on comparatively shart notice, to establish
the essentia 1l housekeeping equipment amd personnel at these fur (4) stations
in order that tactical air echelons of the Troop Carrier Groups would be in a
position to be housed and meesed mr operly, as well as be in a pogition to per-
form the necesaary maintemance on aircrafte It was necessary to move certain
station camplement perscnnel, personnel from fire fighting platoons and general
anmd special purpose vehicles to these stations, in order to place them on an
operatioml basis. All fields were on such a status within twelve (12) hours
after the A«l Section had received notice of the fields that were toc be used.
Movement of the tactical ai r echelons of the 50th Troop Carrier Wing to stage
ing areas on fields awmy from their home station, establ ishing themselves on

a self-sustaining basis in less than twenty-four (24) hours, being reedy to
perform m jor tactical operations and mke battle damge repairs, again demon-
strated the tactical mobility of Troop CarrierCommand unitse

be In the preparation of airfields for Opemtion MARKET, it was
necessary to construct glider rarshalling areas at FULBECK, COTTESMORE anmd
BARKSTON HEATH, The weather conditions had been such that the marshmlling
areas on those fields had become soft with the result that it mag necessary
to lay pierced steel plankes Although the operation was postponed a number
of times, an original deadline of forty-eight (48) hours had been given, dure
ing which to prepare these three (3) fields. Through the services of the
878th Airborne Engineer Aviation Batta lion, the work was campleted in less
than the time allotted. Farticular emphasis is given to the fact that the
DPierced steel plarkwhich was used on these stations had been previously laid
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-on other fields, making the work extremely difficult for the Airborne Engineers,
condidering the time allotted to lay the plank.

ce Frevious to any tactical operation, it has been necessary to fully
equip all cambat personnel of both powered aireraft and gliders. Generally
speaking, the comtat crews of powered aireraft require very little additioml
equipment form one operation to the next in order to place them in a position
to meet their tactical role, However, a very difficult problem is presented
in connection with glider pilots., New glider pilots are assigned to tactical
units fran the United States and do not have all authorized individual equip-
ment; glider pilots are transferred between tactical units, often without
authorized indidivual equipment; and glider pilots returning fram previous
operations are short of many items of authorized equipment, Due to the arriwml
of new glider pilots anl the transfer of glider pilots between tactical units,
it ms learned tiat on D minus 2, considerable equipment was needed for this
Persannel. Such equipment included flak pads, flak mits, flak helmets, sub=
mchine guns, pistols and gremades. The gooperation received from SOS Depots
and the Base 4 r Depot Area, Air Service com:zmd. US Strategic Air Forces in
Burope, was such that on D mimus 1 all shortages of equipment had been obtaine
ed and each g.:der pilot campletely equipped with all authorized individual

equipment, following consolidated list of shortages of Ordnance equipment
bad been received fram the thres (3) Trop Carrier Wings on 7 September 1944 :
Flak Pade 1000
Flak mits 425
Flak helmets 500
Pistols 95
Pigtol clips 750

Subma chine gun c¢lips 1250
This equipment was in the hands of tactical units on 12 September 194/,

de The housing of Airborne units on stations of this command ms
handled entirely through the SOS Liaison Section attached to the A-} section
of this headquarters, This section tock care of all housing necessary to
handle the personnel involved. Somewhat of a problem was created, due to the
series of posiponements of the © ntemplated D day, resulting in the drawing,
returning and re-drawing from depots of approximately 15,000 rations,

es For Operation MARKET it was necesmry to procure approxim tely
1000 battle dressing kits and 1500 first aid kits, aeromutic. Battle dress-
ing kits were improvised as a substitute for first aid kits, @eronauatic, for
use in gliders, The containers for the battle dressing kits were improvised
by the Farachute Department of the Air Depot, In spite of the fact that the
actual dortage of these medical kite was not known until D minus 2, suffie.
cient were awailable far the cperation, again due to the cooperation fram US
Strategic Air Forces in Rurope.



2+ Air Corps Supply - Engineering & Mpintens pnce

a. The question of whose responsibility it would be to furnish load-
ing and lashing equipment in aircraft and gliders, was settled at a meeting
held with the G-4's of ths Airborne Divisions and members of the Aal Section
of this headquarters, prior to the Opemtion. At this meeting it wes determin~
ed that: .

(1) Troup Carrier units wc;uld be responsible for furnishing all
laching rope in powered aircraft.

(2) Airborne Divisions would be responsible far all leading and
lashing equipnent in gliders.

To ncet this problem, sufficient rope was furnished by this command to the Aire
vorre Divisions, ® that each glider would have an ample supply of lashing rope.
(In future opemtions, the Airborne Pivisions would be responsible far surply-
ing their own loading and lashing requirements for gliders). In addition,

15 lengths of rope 5/6" x 15' were placed in all powered aircrafte

be It has been the endeavor of this headquarters to equip all CG-4A
gliders with a protective nose, namely either Griswold or Corey Crash Nose.
24,00 kits were ordered fram the United States in February, 1944 and a constant
follow-up system has been in D rce in arder that these kits would be nrde avail-
able in this theater. For Operation NEFTINE, approximately 300 gliders were
equipped with the Griswold Nose. For Operation MARKET approximately 400 gliders
were equipped with either the Griswold or Corey Nose protective crash installa-
tion. The Corey Nose inste llation is not as satisfactory as the Griswld type
of nose protection, but information has been received that all future shipments
will be of the Corey type modification,

ce The desire to install De-acceleration Parachutes on CG-4A gliders
was not as prominent for Operation MARKET, The delaying factor of the installa-
tion mas due to the fact that shipments from the United States had not been as
scheduleds For this operation, approximtely 900 gliders were equipped with
erachute arrestorse

d. Fran experience gained in Operation NEPTUNE, a comprehensive
picture mas obteined of the overall camand requirements covering rivets and
rivet guns used in the repe ir of battle damage. Authorization had been re-
ceived for the procurement of one additiomal rivet gun per Troop Carrier Squad-
ron. Through both British and American sources, sufficient rivets and guns
were available for tactical units so that each Sguadron was in a position to
perform firsi, and the ma jority of second echelon type of btattle damage remire.
The Service Teams performed some second, all third and some fourth echelon
type of bettle darmge repair.

ee In spite of the fact that the 150 sets of British Paratroop Modi-
fieation Sets hed@ not been returned fram Italy, after use in Operation DRAGOON,
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tactical aireraft of this commnd were in a position to perform any required
comnitmsnts with British Airborne Units used in Opermation MARKET,

fo A foremost problem in any tactical mission is the awailability of
sufficient gasoline and oil, as well as fuel servicing unit, to fully service
every aircraft on any particular field. On scme fields, tactical units perform~
ed only one mission per day, causing no problem as far as refueling was concern-
ode On other fields, however, this section wmas confronted with the Pproblem of
refueling same 80 aircmaft in a turn-about in a period of from two to three
hours. Prior to Operation MARKET, all Groups bad sufficient refueling units
to refuel all aircraft within three hours so that they would be in a position
to perform another mission. To arrive at this status, it was necessary to pro-
cure on lcad a large number of refueling units from IX Air Porce Service Com-
mnd and US Strategic Air Forces in Burope. To add to the problem of a -turn-
about, was the fact that all refueling units of the four (4) Groups of the 50th
Troop Garrier Wing were shipped $o the Far Shore two (2) days prior to the oper-
ation. The load of refueling units from the 52nd Troop Carrier Wing helped to
relieve this situation. It is interesting to note that the fuel servicing units
arrived at the fields used by the 50th Troop Carrier Wing approximately 30 min-
utes after the arrival of the aircraft from FRANCE, even though this section
bad received only a five (5) hour motice that the aircraft were arriving at the
Northern fields. HEach station used by units of this commnd had awmilable stor-
age facilities for 144,000 gallons of gasoline, plus 2500 gallons of aviation
oil, i

ge After Operation NEPTUNE, plans were mde that far future opem-
tions, aircraft equipped with the Model 80 gl ider pickup mechanism would be
used to malwvage gliders from the Far Shore as quickly as Service Teams could
be made awmilable on the Continent to repir gliders and maks them airworthy,.
108 C.47 aircraft, equipped with this meclaniasm, had been shipped fram the
United States. 56 of these aircraft were assigned to the tactical squadrons
on the basis of 1 per squadron, and from the balance of the aircra ft the picke
up mschanism was removed and stored in Technical Supply.

he The training of persomnnel to operate the Model 80 glider picke
up mechanism required the use of these installations constantly. Such use
created a mintemance problem and due to the lack of spare parts to maintain
them, the supply problem became acute. At the time the aircraft had been re-
ceived in this theater, no repairs parts had been shipped from the United States
for the pickup mechanisme. Although this section bad taken action to obtain
the necesmary spare parts to mintain the pickup installations, it mas learn-
ed that no cantract far spare parts had been let in the States. Therefore, in
order to mintain as much pickup mechaniam as possidble, it ms necessary to
cannibalize many of the units. PFrior to operation MARKET it was decided to
aszemble all of the cannibelized units at the Service Wing Depot and to re-
build as mny as possible. This was done and a total of six (6) camplete
units were rebuilte Of the balance of the aircraft in this commend which had
pickup mechanism insta lled, 12 were tmnsferred to the RAF, based on a direc-
tive received from US Strategic Air Forces in Burope. At the time of Opera~
tion MARKET, there remained only 15 airecraft in this commnd equipped with Model
80 glider pickup mechanism.
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ie The asssmbly of CG-4A gliders at CROOKIAM CQMON averaged about
ten (W)to fifteen (15) gliders per day. Due to the very large camitments
required by Operation MARKET, it wes necessary to step this production up to
a mximum capacity. Through the efforts of the Troop Carrier Service Wing
(Prov), this production was stepped up to £ifty (50) gliders per day amd on
one rarticular day, reached a maximun of one hundred(100) gliders,

Je Approximetely one month prior to D day, a *red lined" Technical
Order wmas received, grounding all C-47 aircmaft mving a particular type of
engine mount which was claimed to be defective, A survey of this cammnd
showed thet sixty-three (63) aircraft were affected by this grounding order.
To keep these aircraft grounded would materially affect the number of aircraft
which could be made awmilable for the Operation. It waa learned that there
were no replacement engine mwounts in this theater and tmt it would be impossible
to obta in them fram the United States in time to make the necessary changes. A
thorough check was made of each of the engine mounts alleged to be defective,
but no indication of failure was noted. S ince the aircraft time on aircraft
involved averaged between 300 amd 400 hours and no failure had occurred during
this period, it was agreed that the reatriction would be wmived until the oper-
ation was completed. Instructions were so issued from this headquarters, auth-
orizing removal of the grounding condition until sich time as the new engine
mounts were received from the United States,

ke On the contemplated Opemtion TRANSFIGURE, a decision was made to
use two (2) Bolero tanks per aircraft., In order to avoid fire hazards, it wms
necessary to procure and install in each aircraft one COp fire extinguisher,
This fire extinguisher was to be used to purge the auxiliary fuselage tanks
prior to the time the aircraft would arrive over the DZ. The supply of C
bottles was extremely short in this theater. In gite of the fact that Bolero
tanks were not used in Operation MARKET, a smurce of supply was established,
o that a total of 564 CO, bottles were mde awailable for this cammnd for
immediate requisition, in"case the situation demanded it.

1, One week prior to the Operation, infamtion was received from
British Airborne sources that some of the 9'9" strops used when dropping para-
troopers were defective. This required an immediate physical inspeetion of
all strops installed in aircraft of this cammnd and the replacement of any
defective stropse.

3¢ Battle Damge Incident to Operstion MARKET

ae All Groups, with the exception of the G ups of the 50th Troop
Carrier Wing, had sufficient personnel, service and tactical, available to re-
Pair most types of battle damge. However, groups of the 50th Troop Carrier
Wing were in a peculiar position, in tlmt the largest percentage of their
equipment had been shipped to the Far Shore. It was, therefors, necessary
that Mobile Repair and Reclamation Units fram the Service Wing be assigned
to thess tactioml groups to assist them in the repair of battle dammage.

be During the actual operation, battle dammge in the 53rd Troop
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Carrier Wing was such that it was necessry to move other Mobile Repair and
Reclamation Units from the Air Depot to support the tactical unitse

4o Raclamiion of Glidarg on the Far Shora.

as The problem of salwaging gliders on the Mar Shore, following
Operation MARKET, has been handled by the IX Troop Carrier Service Wing (Prov).

be The overall condition of the gliders and the terrain was such that
®llowing a survey, it ws determined to construct a temporary landing strip to
be used in the remowal of the gliders. The grownd was such that the engineering
Problems involved were mainly f£illing in of ditches, construction of dreins, re-
moval of certain soft ground and the installation of steel mttings The Corps
of Engineer Section of this cormand made arrangements with the IX Engineer Come
mnd to use the 876th Airborne Engineer Aviation Betialion to construct the
strip. In addition, this section made arrangements with the 12th AGHE (British)
for the use of same heavy equipment for earth movinge Originally, the Rojal
Engineers agreed to allot 100 tons of square mesh track for the conatruction of
the air atripe However, it was later learned that this organization required
the mtiting for work of higher priority.

Ge Arrangements were then mnde with the 2nd TAF to obtmin 150 tons
of square mesh track, which wms located at a depot near BAYEAUX, Although
transportation of the square mesh tmmck presented somewhat of a problem, it
wa s trucked fram the depot to strip B.17, tim flown by aireraft of the 50th
Troop Carrier Wing to strip B-76 and then transported by trucks to the 876th
Rirborne Engineer Aviation Battalion same 30 miles, to IZ *WY, The time of
construction of the landing strip was one weel,

de The first gliders were lifted fram the landing strip on 20 October
194l by aircraft of the 61at Troop Carrier Group. In spite of the hea vy down-

pour of rain, the strip wmas in good ondition and the gliders were flown amy
without any delay.

_ee The events of this day represented the start of the actual re-
covery of gliders from the Far Shore to be returned to the United Kingdom,

IZ. PATHFINDER ACTIVITY

le Both Airborne and Air Corps Commanders felt that Fathfinders should be
employed in OpPeration MARKET, but due to the fact that the operation was to tale
place during daylight hours, it ms decided that a minimm number of persmnel
would be committed with only enough time to set the equipment into ope mation
prior to the arrival of the main serials., Final decision was that two (2) teams
each consisting of one (1) officer and nine (9) enlisted men, be comitted to
each D2, twenty (20) minutes prior to the arrival of the mina serials,

2e¢ All officers and men, with the exception of one (1) enlisted man, bad
Rrticirated in a canbat pathfinder opemtion in Normandy on 6 June 194 and
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had volunteered for a second pathfinder mission.

3. Preparation and briefing was very smooth due to past experience. .
Rations, ammunitien, smoke, panels, et cetem, had been predrawn and were stor-
ed in the area occupied by the group several weeks prior to the assignment of
the mission. Pilot-Jumpm ster conferences were held as soon as IZs were as-
signed. Pin-points were selected by jumpmasters and pilot-navigator teams.
Copies of the Division and Regimental Field Orders were furnished to jump-
ma sters who studied same in conjunction with mmps for operation, Enlisted
men were briefed twenty-four (2}) hours prior to the take-off. All personnel
were restricted to the base fram receipt of first orders until return of aire
craft from the mission. Each officer and NCO was issued s 1/25,000 scale map
of the DZ area. All personnel carried copies of 1/100,000 maps of area of
operations. No maps were markad. Air Corps-Airborne teams had been working
together as such for approximately six (6) months, Utmost confidence and co-
ordinmtion bad been established,

) he The firal pathfinder briefing for aircrews and paratroops wms held
at 0830, 17 September 1944 and immedistely following, all personnel proceed-
ed to their assigned ships. ‘ '

Se T U #o

as Team "1", composed of headquarters personnel from the 501st,
502nd Parachute Infantry and of the 377th Field Artillery Battalion, commnd-
ed by Captain FRANK L. BROWN, 501st Parachute Infantry, was assigned to ship
964 (1st Lt. Bob Centers, Pilot). ' -

be Team "2*, 501st Farachute Infantry, cammnded by lst Lt. Charles

M. h%th. 501st Farachute Infantry, was assigned to ship 981. (2nd Lt. Sheuvin,
Pilot)..

ce The mission of these two (2) teams was to drop upon and mark DZ
‘A" for the main effort, preceding sid group by twenty (20) mimutes. Teams
took off at 1040 from CHALGROVE airdrome, circled, and followed a course gen-
erally Bast to the Coast. Somewhere over the channel a P-)7 waa contacted
which escorted the flight to the coast of Fmnce before taking leave. No es-
court was seen from the time our ships reached the ceast until time of Jump.
At a point where the British spearhead was deepest into enemy territory, our
ships bore North and continued at 1500 feet. Orangs smcks waa observed marke
ing the front lines and the two (2) ships speeded to 180 mph. Very heavy anti-
aircrsft fire was received and at 1232, in the vicinity of Ratie, Belgium, ship
981 fell flaming into a steep dive, hit very badly in the left engine and wing
tanke Four (4) chutes were seen to leave the door before the ship crashed,
exploding in a sheet of flame.

de Ship 964 continued through very heavy flak belts, taking no evas-
ive action, until the railroad, running generally West to Bast into VECHEL, wms
observed; at this point the pilot swung to a course parallel to the tracks,
slowed the ship to a stand-still over the DZ and jumped the Pathfinder Team
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on the emct spot desired. Time wmsé 124} plus 50 secands.

- ee No immediate enemy resistance was encountered upon tﬁe Dz,

allowing the team to put all mavigatioml aids into operation in very little
time. Assembly was not necessary since dispemion was very slight, due to
excellnt drop speeds The Eureke was assembled and inoperation in one (1)
minute, the panel *T* and the panel letter "A' took mo more than two and

one half (24) minmutess Some difficulty was encountered with the CRNel
antenna, but this set was functioning within five (5) minutes. (CRN-} antenna
e 8 been modified and faults eliminated since operation)e Red smoke was em-
Ployed when the serials came into view,

\

fo The first serial, due at 1301;. arrived on course three (3‘) mine

‘utes late, at 1307, and dropred on the reserve side of the regimenta 1 ob jective,

VECHEL, The second and third serials, both three (3) minutes late, arrived at
1311 and 1315 respectively, dropping on the Western half of the DZ, The Bureka
and CRN-)i were left in operation twelve (12) minutes after the last serial ar-
rivede No stray aireraft appeared. . ’
€ Since the mission of the Fathfinder Team was finished, (there

being no glider landings or resupply drops scheduled on DZ "A'), the team mmde
it's my to VECHEL where it established a road block in the main square with
two (2) men, cleaned a strest of buildingswith three (3) more, dispatched the

- Temaining Sur () men to take a bridge. Friendly troops were ®ntacted with~

in a half-houre Team '1¢, after the initial drive, mas used at wmrious times
as local sscurity group, prison guards and as cambet patrols, -

6o 030 ahd 1,0

ae Team *3%, 502nd Farachute Infantry, cammnded by 2nd Lt. Gordon
DeRamus, was assigned to ship 885, (1st Lt. Dobbins, Pilot).

be Team "4¥, 506th Farachute Infantry, comanded by 1st Lt. Gordon

O. Rothwell, was assigned to ship 096 (lst Lt. Gaudio, Pilot).

ce The mission of these two (2) teams wee to drop upon and mrk
DzZs 'B* and "C* for the m in effort and subsequent glider landings and ree
supply drops. The teams. took off the CHAIGRGVE airdrome at 1040 with ship
096 in the lead. Ships accampanied 964 and 981 over the Channel. Upon reach-

ing the comst the f1ight circled twice to kill time and then flew a course
identical to that of Teams "1" and *2%,

de Upon orossing enemy lines very heavy flak was encountered until
the jump. No ewasive action was taken but the planes speeded to 180 mph,
Since DZs "B and 'C* were, in reality, one large series of fields, the teams
dropped side by side at 1255, pin-pointed exactly on the location desired,
A8 in the case of Team "1°, assembly of men was not necessmry sinece dispersion
ms slighte Pilots slowed ships almost to stall (85-90 mph) for Jump.
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e. Slight enemy resistance was encountered, but it was overcame am
did not alow the teams in their mission. The Eureka was in opemtion in less
than one (1) minute and no difficulty was encountered in setting up mnels and
CRN-4, 211 of which were in readiness within faur (4) minutes. The main serials
&ll arrived on course three (3) minutes late at 1319, 1322 and 1325. Since the
DZs were ad jucent and three (3) serials were due on each, it was difficult to
distinguish between them; however, the main effort experienced an exceptianally
good drop, all troops hitting the DZ and assembling without hesitations

fe Pathfinder personnel rermm ined upon the DZ to guide in glider
landings and resupply aireraft far six (6) days, at which time they were re-
lieved ofthese dutiese On D plus 7 the entire group of pathfinders were again
Placed together under Captain Brown and performed warious duties under division
®© ntrol,

7 Basupply for Fathfinders

ae Due to the weight and bulk of navigatiomal aids carried down by
the pathfinders, it was impossible for them to carry in enough smoke and bat-
teries to provide enntinuous operation of all aids for subsequent lamding of
gliders. This problem was presented to the CO, IX Troop Carrier Command Fath-
finder Group (Prov) who immediately ordered a resupply mission to be flown on
D plus 1 to provide necessary essentials. This resupply, consgisting of a came
Plete CRN-4, extre batteries for both Eurele and CRN-j, plus additiomel smoke
was dropped on D plus 1 by 1st Lt, Burkberdt fram & ip 086, The equipment
landed approximately twenty (20) yards from the Eurela on which the airecraft
wa s homing,

X, ERITISH ACTIVITIES DURING OPERATICN MARKET

1. During the early days of the operation, this commnd encountered
much difficulty in obtaining information as to the tactical situation in the
battle area of Northern HOLLAND. The AOC, L6 Group, RAF, rmde a special trip
to HOLIAND to bring back this informatione It will be interesting to read
the notes of A/C DARVALL regarding his visit, (See ANNEX NO. 6)

2. Glidar Phagze

ae The British pinse was conducted by 38 and 46 Groups, RAF, work-
ing in close cooperation with IX Troop Carrier Cammand,

be The two (2) cammnds coordimted together in armnging the time
schedule and the route to be used and followed; 38 and 46 Groups following the
Northern Route, which was used because it was the shortest and most convenient
route to their lZs,

Ce A great deal of the accurate informetion © ncerning the RAF
Phase of this operation is lackding because of the difficult tactical situa-

tion that existed in their area of opem tion prior to, and since their withe
drawerl fran ARNHEM,
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Xl, STATISTICAL SIRMIARY

le Bamsed on previous operations, plans had been made by the Statisti-
cal Control Office for the procurement of information prior to, during, and
at the conclusion of the operation under consideration. Aireraft and Combat
Crew Status reports were in effect on a daily basis and arrangements had been
made for the reporting of combat crew casualtiess Aircraft loss figures were
being reported on the Daily Aircraft Status Rejort and were to be kept up to
date by that reports The USAAF Form 34<C report provided for an accurate
statistical report of the operation fram Group level and covered all phages
such as number of aircraft dispatched, abortive, canpleting miassion and a de-
tailed breakdown of persomnel and mterial lifted, by mission. The inform-
tion so reported served as an ad junct to Flash Reports and as a source of in-
formation for final summrization of the operation, 4s a result of Prepara=~
tions mrde, this Office was able to meet virtually 211 requests for informa-
tion on Aircraft and Crew Status and for infarmation on the results of the
mission from a statistical view point,

2. The following are statistical summrizations prepardd by Statistical
Control am give a complete picture of Troop Carrier operations, from a facts
and figure viewpoint.

NEPTUNE DRAGOQN

MARKET
Total aircraft dispetched 1662 766 3990
Total aireraft destroyed & missing 41 1l 91
Percentage of aircraft abortive L.6% 8% 892
Percentage of airemaft destroyed & missing 2.5% 17 237
Percentage of aircraft dammged 2702 7% 19.1%
Aireraft sorties 1606 760 3791
Total gliders dispatched - _ 512 316 1899
Percentage of gliders not released at 12 1.6% l.2%2 B.9%Z
Glider sorties ) 512 312 1775

NUMBER OF TROOPS DROPFED

OR IANDED
NEPTUNE DRAGOON KARKET
Aircraft . 13215 4784 20915
Gliders 4047 2235 9566
TOTALS 17262 7019 30481
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STATISTICAL REPORT ON OPERATION MARKET

GLIDERS

{

DATE Dispatch~ | Relea sed | Not Releas- | Troops | Troops | No. of | No. of Lbse of Flying | Sorties
ed at 12 ed at 1Z not landed | Artill-| Jeeps Combat Time

Septe. 1944 Ismnded on ery Wea| land- Equipe.

on Object | pons ed & Supp~ Hours
DAY Ob ject ive | landed lies

ive Ianded
17 D Day 120 106 1 21 499 8 88+ 170583x 375 119
18D 1 904 868 36 193 4209 64 3660 1119721 2629 888

xx
19D 2 385 213 172 924 1386 61 116s 490010 1128 286
xxx
20D 3
21D 4
23D 6 490 448 42 294 3472 52 13588 | 696280 1553 482
25D 8
26D 9X
29D 12X
30D 13X
TOTAL *MARKET®| 1899 1635 264 32 9566 185 705 2476594 | 5685 1775
NOTE: 2 - 340 gallons of gnsoline landed * . 3 motarcycles landed.

x - 640 gallons of gasoline landed
xx - 520 gnllons of gsoline landed

15 trailers landed

*® . 9 motorecycles & 27 trailers landed

xxx = 25 gallons of gasoline landed
ss - 1 motopcycle and 3 trailers landed

i
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! STATISTICAL REPORT ON OPERATION MAHKET
A IRCEAFT
DATE Dispatoh-| Complet- | Abor-| Miss- |Dam g- | Troops | No, of | No, of | Lbs, of | Flying SortieJ
ed ing tive | ing & ed Drop- Jeeps | Artill- | Combat ing ,
Septe 1944 Mission Des- ped on | land- | ery Wea | Equip, Time
troy- Ob ject ed pons & Supp-~
| DAY ed ive Dropped | lies Hrs,
Dropped
17 D day 1174 1150 2} 35 219 16320 278 1008504 | 5991 1172
18D 1 1031 299 32 22y 204 2011 95741 5378 1015
19D 2 N 243 202 20 172 1425202 | 2121 321
20D 3 356 355 1 6 125 933376 | 16m | 355
27
21D 4 177 128 49 5 24 998 198181 797 133
& luo ¢ | s w |se | 9 | | =% 52399 |30 | s
25D 8 34 34 97500 177 34-
26D 9X 209 209 1 882 134p 757425m | 1267 | 209
29D 12X 11 5 6 20 32125 42 5
30D 13X 22 2 3 112732 105 22
3634 134 278 | 3430503
NCTE: y - Includes airemaft 42-93098, 439th TC Gp, 22 - 486 grllons of gasoline dropped.
no definite information. - m - 3374 emllons of gasoline landed.
P =« 73 trailers and 31 motorcycles landed. X - This mission all saircraft landed
# - BDased on Form 34-C reports revised as of Strip, GRAVE, HOLLAND
30 September 194l. :
aum
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SMARY OF AIRBORNE OPERATIONS FOR “MARKET*
38 AND 46 GROUFS, RAF

DATE TASK NO. OF | NOC. OF &/C| NO. OF A/C| NO. OF A/C| XO, OF &/C |Y0. CF #/C REMARKS
SORTIES | MISSING DANMAGED DAAGED SI'CCESSFUL UN-
BY F1AK BY FICHTER SUCCESSFUL
Septe. 17 {Pathfinder 12 - Nil 1 Nil l'o opposition fronm
(ay) Gliders 358 Nil 6 Nil fighters and Tlak
oprosi tion negligible
37C NIl 7 Nil 331 39 Bl
Sept. 18 | Resupply 33 2 i Nil Good fighter covere.
(Day) Gliders 297 1 30 Nil No opposition fram
fighters and flak
330 3 44 Nil 306 21 opposi tion consider-
able
Septe 19 | Resupply 165 13 97 Nil No opposition from
(Day) Gliders Lh Nil 9 Nil fighters, Flak cne
siderable. Fighter
209 13 106 Nil 185 11 cover bad.
Sept. 20 | Resupply 164 9 62 Nil 152 3 Low fighter cover
(ey) pcore N¢ enemy figh-
ters.Flak consider-
able
Septe 21 | Resupply 117 23 31 7 92 3 Interception by enemy
(Day) fighters. Fighter cov-
er poor.Intense flak
Sept. 23 | Resupply 123 6 63 Nil 115 2 Slight enemy fighter
(ny activity.Flak inten
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_TOTAL COMBINED SMOMRY

Total a/e | Total Gliders | Sorties |Troops Dropped on | Rounds of Combat Equip- | Missing
Involved Involved Flown Objectives in | ment and Supplies Drope a/e
_ a/c and Gliders | ped by a/c and gliders.
AMERICAN 4ah2e 1899 5803+ 22347 795109 7%%¢ 96eeee
BRITIsH 2018 701 1944 4731 5631030 (3
~ TOTALS 6260 2600 %7 27078 13562127 170
(» Includes 252 Ba2j aircraft used in resupply.
(**) 1Includes 246 B-2j aircraft completing resupply mission.
(**») 1Includes B+2) resupply mission.

(eees) Includes 6 B-2h aircraft of Eighth US Air Force.




COMBAT CREW CASUALTY REPORT

I

Pilot Co-Pilot Navigntor Radio Oper * Crew Chief Glider P1t
XKIMIw]T [x[uM[w][I Jx[m[wr [x{u[w]r [x[u[w][1]roraL crew| k| M] w] 1
UNIT Il1|1|1 Il (1|1 {1 |z {11 |1 I({1|1I|I|casmiriEs| | 1| 1| I ‘
Ala|a|a |a|lala]la |alalaa |alalala [alala]a Al Al 2l a
S0th Wing
439th TC Gp 1 1 1 1 1 5 2 1
440th TC Gp 1|1 1 3 2 8 8l 1|12
441st TC Gp |1 & 4 3|1 412 32 2k 1l 211
442nd TC Gp 2 211 1 1{1]2 1| 2 13 2|16| 2
TOTAL WING |1] 7|2 8|1 712 1| 8|4 1| 6] 2 50 3|28| 4| 2
| S— ==t
Win
Elat’I'CGp 2 2 1 1 1{2 |1 2 12 15| 2| 2
313th TC Gp 4 2 312 3 b} 31 7
31th TC Gp 3|1 2 3 5 4|2 20
315th TC Gp | 3| 3|2 2|2 2( 11 1] 3 1| 2 23
=F316thmGp s5l2l2 1|2 1112 2 2]l1|2 |[2]2 2 29 9| 5
. JOTAL WING | 3(|17 |5 |2 9 (4] 3[ 613 3|11 5|3 31131 2|2 98 27114 | 2
Sard Wing
434th TC Gp 6 5 1(1 3 42 2 2l 1 2
435th TC Gp | 2| 1 1 |23 1 {1fa 3| 3 3| 2 23 3| 4] 2
436th TC Gp |3| 1 |1 |2 1 3 (1f1(1 3/ 1(1 1l 2] 22 25 5| 2 1
437th TC Gp | 1| 3|1 4 1 1 1 4 3|1 20 2 1
438th 7C Gp | 1 1 1 1| 2 é 4| 3| 2
TOTAL WING [7/11 |2 {3 [3[13 5 2|42 iyl 4|2 1{13] 9 |2 96 9l10| 8| 7
CoMD TOTAL Fllss 9h5 |3 3015 6 5|17 7' |5 3613 |4 IS 32|13 3| 24 |12 6526‘11

RECAPITULATION

LB KIt M Wit I TOmL
KIA - Killed in action Combat Crew Personnsl 1 215 73 29 358
MIA - Missing in action Nonecambat crew Personnel _2 _§ _1 .92 __8_
WIA - Wounded in action COMMAND TOTML i3 220 74 29 366

IIA - Injured in action
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XII. OBSERVERS REPORT

le In order to appreciate the experiences encountered by ‘iroocp Carrier
crews and Airborne units while performing an opemtion of this kind, an obser-
vers report is included as a point of interest. <Ths observer who jumped as a
paratrooper on D Day relates his experiences as follows:

*l jumped with the 502nd Parachute Infantry. We tookeoff from GREEN-
HAM COMMON at 1040 hours and arrived over the DZ at 1338 to 1340 hours, The
weather was hazy, with cloud formations fram 1000 to 3000 feet and visibility
averaging around three (3) miles. Over the Continent, the clouds lifted but
the ha®e remined and the visibility was about the same,

Flak started coming up as soon as we crossed the lines and started
over enemy held territory. The flak was spotty, warying from light to medium
am from medium to heavy and I believe this can be attributed to the air sup-
port having elimimmted many of the flak positions prior to our arriwal. The
serial I rode in was one of the last to cross the target, so I interrogated .
personnel who jumped from the earlier serials and also talked to a power pilot,
Captain R, P, HANNAH, who had successfully landed his C-47 on the DZ and they
all said that the flak was quite heavy on the wmay in. I believe, however, that
most of the flak was encountered after the troopers had jumped and the ships
were turning around and starting back. The area to the West of the line of
flight - HEPPEN.VALKENSWAARD-EINDHOVEN was quite strongly held and the flak
particularly heavy MG and 20-mm cannon, was probably intense. There were four
(4) C-478 dcwn on the IZ, two (2) burning and two (2) ecmmsh landed and unburn-
ode Investigation proved that the orews of the two (2) unburned ships were un-
hurt. Information, tail numbers, et cetera, on these ships has been given to
operations,

The 4drop was excellent. The wind was about 5 miles per hour and both
regiments, the 506th on [Z-*B* and ths 502nd on DZ *C* had perfect drops.
Upon landing, I proceeded to ST. OEDENRODE with the lst Bn, 502nd and fram
there attempted to go North to DZ "A', the 501st landed there, to see what
sort of a drop they had, but enemy activity prevented this at tha't time.

There was little or no opposition directly on DZ *B* or *C" although
it was reported theat eight (8) tamks (German), MK IVs or MK Vs, had heen en-
countered by the first troops to land. These tanks were driven off by the
air support amd two (2) of them destrayed. There wmas also some mortar fire
falling on the DZ from enemy positions in the vicinity of BEST, but it aid
very little damge.

The 506th moved Sputh from the DZ to the town of ZON, but failed to
get the bridge intact because it had been previously prepared for demolitions
and when the Germans saw us caning down they mited only long enough to get
across the bridge and then destroyed it. The 506th crossed the camal on the
wreckage of the destroyed bridge, moved on toward EINDHOVEN and captured it
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early in the afternoon of D plus 1. In the meantime, the Farachute Engineers
removed the wreckage of the destroyed bridge and started construction on a new
one.

Early in the morning of D plus 1, I made another attempt to get
through to the 50lst and this time was successful. The enemy had pulled
out, leaving two (2) umemnned physical road blocks on the min rcad between
ST. OEDENRODE and VECHEL and these were circumvented by taking back roads.

- By the time I returned, the Dutch underground had them removed. I was ap-

Jarently the first one to get through to the 501st for they had no informa-
tion of the situation to the Southe The 501st had also a good drop, but they
did not drop, in either case, on the IZ. The two (2) battalicns that were to
drop South of the camal at VECHEL, dropped about 2000 yards short of the right
area, but they were all together in one place. The battalion that was to drop
North of the caml dropped North of the camml, but at KASTEEL and not at VECHEL,
However, they were not scattered and their operations were not seriously hamp-
ered once they got oriented. The situation at VECHEL seemed to be well in
bands The bridges were intact and one wms being reinfarced to increase its
load 1imit from a thirty-two ton capscity to a capacity of sixty tons., I re-
tarned to ZON that afternoon and after observing the glider landings, proceed-
ed to EINDHOVEN,

The glider landings were excellent, but it appeared from my posi-
tion that the ma jority of them were landing too far to the West of the area
and as a result, were coming under fire from enemy positions in the vicinity
of BEST, The 502nd was enga in extremely heavy fighting in this ares and
had been subjected to two (2) heavy couhter-attacks. The glider pilots, of
course, had ao way of appraising this situation. I do not believe that ma ny
of the gliders will be in a sufficient flyable condition to be sm tched off
the 12, The s0il is soft, sandy, lcam under cultiwmtion and when the gliders
touched down, their wheels were either tora off or they dug in so deeply that
their b ttans were badly mauled,

Rarly in the afternom of D plus 1, a British recon car reached the
‘South bank of the camml at ZON and this wmas our first contact with the Britikh,
1 arrived in EINHOVEN at about 1600 hours on D plus 1, at this time it mas
Fartially occupied by the 506th and at about 2200 hours the first British
tanks entered the city. The following day, D plus 2o I hitch-hiked to BRUSSELS
arriving there about 1700 hours. I returned to NORTHOLT the following day, D
Plus 3, in an RAF C.47,
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2¢ The following is an extract copy of a letter from Brigadier General
JAMES M. GAVIN, Commnding General of the 82nd Airborne Divisioa to Ma jor
General PAUL L. WILLIAMS, Commanding Gensral, IX Troop Carrier Commnd, dated
25 September 1944.

Dear Pe Le:

First I would like to point out that the mission assigned the
Division required it to land and seize bridges over the WAAL River,
the MAAS River, and the WAAL-MAAS camal and to seize, organize and
kold the GROSBEEK-NIJMEGEN hill mass domimating these bridgsse. The
area ms occupied and well held by the Germans. The accomplishment
of our mission required, above all else, precise and ascurate troop
carrier delivery, as well as agressive, determined action on the
grounde

The D lay parachuie landings, without exception, were the best
in the history of this Division. The acoumcy, altitude and speed
durang drop were considered ideal by all participants.

The Pathfiinder team landed on time on IZ "0' emctly as plan-
ned. Except for the fire of a few snipers, who were lardly more
than a muisance, there ms m enemy reaction. 7hey set up their
equipment and proceeded to carry out their mission as planned.

The 504th Parachute Infantry, in order to accomplish its mis-
sion, armnged saveral IZ's within its DZ *0* area. One was for
the drop of a company Weat of GRAVE. The others were ssparate
battalion drops Eaat of GRAVE. These drops were mds very acoure
ately. No men were drownesd by being dropped in the River, Des-
pite the flak, the pilots kept their formtions and flew the troops
into their specified areas. The regiment seized the GRAVE bridge
in a mtter of hours.

The 505th Farachute Infantry dropped Southeast of GROSBEEK.
There was considerable flak on their IZ. A number of shipswere
hit in the approach, Battalion Commnders astated that formations
were kept, drops were made accurately and that, in their opinion,
they were the best drops made in the history of their units. Ine-
itial parachute landings wiped cut the flak crews on the DZ's
promptly and there were surprisingly few persannel cammlties from
flake.

The 508th Famchute Infantry landed Northeast of
and went thru probably more flak than any other unit. Two ships
were shot down in the DA. Formations were maintained and acourate
delivery accomplished, by the Twop Carrier pilots. In the opinion
of the Regimental Commnder, it was the best drop the regiment las
ever had.
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Glider landings followed the pammchute landings on D Day ex-
actly on schedule .and as a result of the elimination of the ground
flak crews by the landing pamachutists gliders were landed under
excellent conditions and there was little loss except that caused
by terrain hazardse. ’

The D plus 1 glider landings were made on 1Z's *N¥ ang #pe,
Barly on the morning of D plus 1 the Germns launched a strong at-
tack agminat the 82nd Division's area from the REICHSWALD Forest.
A midemorning counter-attack by the Division drove the Germans to
the approximate line of the Forest, thus driving them fram the 12
but not denying them the opportunity to place cmsiderable flak
over it and amll arms fire upon ite. A message was sent back to
the rear base in an effort to direct the pilots to land on the high
ground along the Western portions of the 1Z which mas free of enemy
fire. It wmas considered too late at this time to attempt to brief
the pilots on a new IZ, and if the message, as sent, had reached
all the pilots, I believe it .would have accomplished its purpose,
The tugs and gliders arrived during ®nsiderable flak and ground
fire. Those lanling on the west side of the 1Z's generally landed
unscatheds Those that landed on ths portion near the REICHSWALD
Forest were genermally pretty well shot up. For same unexplaimble
reason, twenty-five (25) gliders of the 319th Field Artiilery ocone
tinued over the 1Z beyond theREICHSWALD Forest and landed about
five (5) miles into Germanys I was in GROSBECK myself at the time
and observed their flight. Seveml hundred gliders were landing
on the proper 1Z and the enemy fire from ths REICHSWALD Forest mas

"very heavy. Despite this, they contimed beyond the 1Z through

the heaviest enemy fire and landed beyond, suffering, no doudbt,
ccansiderable unnecessary loss. Of these, about ane half have re-
turned to the Division. The glider pilots stated that they were
not given the green light by the tugs and, despite the fact that
many landings were taking place on what they estimted to be the
proper 1Z, they thought it more proper to wait until the tug gave
them an indication to release,

Twelve (123 gliders of the 320th Field Artillery landed to=
gether three (3/ miles South of the 1Z. To date ssventeen 17
glider loads from the D plus 1 Field Field Artillery landings
were misoing. All things considered, I would sy that the D plus
1 glider landings were very successfully accomplished, There is
obviously, however, considerable room far improvements; but the
fact that so much wmas accamplished in the midst of a very tense
ground fight on the edges of the landing zones speaks well for
the training of the Troop Carrier pilots and the Airborne person-
nel they lift,
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The D plus 6 glider landings were made on 1Z %0", This area -
wms free of all enany amll arms fire and canpamtively free of
flake Several rounds of enemy artillery landed on the LZ during
the landing. Troop Carrier serials arrived in compact formations
with tims interwls tlat permitted landings on the same general
area without too great a possibility of collision. I believe,
however, tlat mare gliders could be put over the 12 without caus-
ing any difficulties if the fl ight plan could provide for ite
The personnel participeting in the flight reparted spotty and at
times intense flak enraute, particularly in the vicinity of the
graind engagement that mas then taking place on the XXX Corps -
line of communications at VEGHEL. Initial landings took place at
1600 hours. At 1800 hours, 75% of the 325th Infantry was present
and effective. Today, D plus 8, 90% of the regiment is present,
Miseing gliders landed all ths wmy from the UK to BRUSSELS, to
12 *0%, As well as can be determined, landings were caused by
tugs being shot down, gliders being shot loose, technical diffi-
culties with tow ropes and flight equipment. All things consid- '
ered, unit cammnders participating in the D plus 6 flight feel 1
that the flight was successfully accomplished. Again however,
there is great room far improvement,

\ Resupply missions, as viewed from this end, worked out as !
follows: '

Resupply on D plua 1 was by B2 bambers at a low altitude
into D&s *N' aml *T*, This was the only resupply mission flown
at the proper altitude. Considerabls dispersion resulted from
the varianee in releass points of the drop. The rssupply ms
well scattered, mart of it falling into enemy bands; however, it
served its purpose and we recovered about 80%, all of which mas
very vital to our contimed combat existence at this time,

The resupply mission flown on D plus 2 consisted of 30-36
shipse 1 was present onm IZ "O® at the tims of their arriwal,
They flew quite high, estimated to be 3000 feet, and dropped
their supplies over a great mnge of territory. Recovery ws
Practically nil,

Resupply on D plus 4 was evidently well over 300 ships flying
at variable altitudes, fram the proper low height to a very high “
altitude, and dropping the supplies in a pattern about six miles
long and two miles wide, with the center of it about six miles
northwest of the IZ, making recovery extremely difficult.

Air resupply was evry essential to guarantee the cntimed
existence of this division since, despite the fact that contact
bad been established with British troops, they were umble to
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furnish supplies of any class. PFarachute resupply is, at its very
best, an emergency means of resupply, and I believe to properly
function would require about one third of the mmbat farce being
used as a recovery detail to get the aupplies to the remained of
the cambat unit engaged. This is obviously an impossibility in

a hard faught combat situation such as we had here. I believe
that your pilots made every reasomable effort to meet our resupply
requiremsnts despite the enemy interference present in the area,
and I believe that the' mipplies delivered were an essential contri-
bution to the Division's combat success. Error, if any, lies in
Planning a mission that requires supply of an airborne unit over
aich a long period of time by this means. I hope in the future
training we will have an opportunity to work cut a few resupply
problems and establish closer resupply liaison between the ground
and air units,

I persomally did not feel that close enocugh lia imn existed
between my own headquarters on the ground where we were entirely
familiar with the local enemy sitwation, and your omn headquarters,
where the pilots were being briefed. The areas of intense enemy
aotivity, & r example at VEGHEL, should have been avoided. The ‘
325th Infantry, which is at present 90% effective, has been in the !
front lines foar twenty-four (24) hours actively and closely ene-
eaging the enemy. I feel that we should be able to accanplish a
better delivery fram the take-off airdrome to the firing line un-
der conditions now existing in this sector.

In locking baek over the mast week's operations one of the oute
standing things in my opinion, amd one thing in most urgent need of
carrection, is the method of handling our glider pilots. I do not
believe there is anyone in the comiat area more eager and anxious
to do the correct thing and yet so completely, individua lly and col-
lectively, incapable of doing it than our glider pilots.

Despite their individual willingness to help, I feel timt they
were definitely a liability to mes Many of them arrived without
blankets, scmwe without rations and wmter, and a few improperly arme
ed and equipped. They lacked organization of their own because of,
they stated, frequent transafer from one Troop Carrier Command unit
to another. Despite the instructions that were issued to them to
move via cammnd channels to Division Headquarters, they frequently
became involved in amall unit actions to the extent that smtisfied
their passing curiosity, or simply left to visit nearby towns. In
an airborne ocperation where, if properly Planned, the first few
hours are the quietest, this can be very barmful, since all units
tend to loss control because of the many people wandering about
aimlessly, improperly equipped, cut of uniform, and without indivi-
dual or unit responsibilities. When the enemy reaction builds up
and his attack increases in violence and intensity, the necessity
for every man to be on the job at the right Place, doing his assign- j
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ed task, is imperative. At this time glider pilots without unit
assignment and improperly trained, aimlessly wandering about cause
confusion and generally get in ths may and have to be taken care
of.

In this division, glider pilots were used to control tmffiec,
to recover supplies fram the LZs, guard prisoners, aml fimally
were assigned a defensive role with one of the regiments at a time
when they were badly needed.

I feel very keenly that the glider pilot problem at the moment
is one of our greatest unsolved problems. I believe now that they
should be assigned to airborne units, taks trei ning with the units
and have a certain number of hours allomted periodically far flight
training. I am also oonvinced that our airborme unit co-pilots
should bave flight trai ning so as to be capable of flying the glider
if the pilot is hit.

In summry, the Division captured the GRAVE bridge several
hours after landing, seized the key termain between GROSBEEK and
NIJMEGEN during the night of D, D plus 1, captured two bridges
over the MAAS-WAAL Capal by daylight D plus 1, and captured the
big NIJMEGEN bridge on D plus 3. The Division could not lave
accomplished any one of these missions, nor its canplete mission,
but for the splendjd, whole-hearted cooperation of the IX Troop
Carrier Command, “he drops and landings were the best in the
history of this Division. The courageous performance of the
pilots was magnificent and has been the subject of boundless
favorable comment by all ground personnels With all the sincer-
ity at my commnd I wauld like to express to you my appreciation
and that of every soldier of this division for the aplendid pere
formnce of your commnd.

Sincerely,

/8/ James M, Gavin

/t/ JAMES M. GAVIN

Brigadier Genem1l, US Army
Commnding.

.
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XIII. COMMENDATIONS
le On D Day and the days following, numerous cangra tula tory messages
Were received by this headquarters regarding Troop Carrier Commands martici.
pation in the Operations The following are excerpts taken from these mes-
Y- 1 1Y
as Iran h6 Gralp (m)

MANY THANKS FCR YOUR SIGNAL WHICH IS MUCH APPRECIATED
BY ALL. EVERYTHING SEEMS TO HAVE GONE EXTREMELY WELL.

Signed: DARWAL,
be From 10lst Airborne Division
PARACHUTE DROP SUPERBLY EXECUTED.

. Signed: TRYLOR,
¢e From Hq, Air Defense of Great Britain:
- MESSAGE CCORDIALLY APPRECIATED AND WILL BE CONVEYED TO

ALL WHO BAD PRIVILEGE OF SUPFORTING YOUR MAGNIFICENT
OPERATION.

Signed: RODERIC HILL,
de Fram 82nd Airbarne Division

CONGRATULATIONS AND THANKS FC(R AN EXCELLENT DROP ON
AREAS IN FACE OF HOSTILE FIRE.

Signed: GAVIN,
ee From 11 Group (RAF)
2 YOUR MESSAGE GREATLY APPRECIATED BY THIS HEADQUARTERS
AND ALL PILOTS WHO WERE PRIVILEGED TO TAKE PART IN
YOUR HISTORIC AND MAGNIFICENT OPERATION, PLEASE CON- .
SIDER US ALWAYS 100% AT YOUR SERVICE IN YOUR FUTURE
~ OPERATIONS.
Signed: BOUCHIER,

f. From 38 Group (RAF)

o

ON BEHALF OF THE OFFICERS AND MEN OF 38 AND 46 GROUPS
1 SEND GENERAL BRERETON AND YOU MY THANKS FOR YOUR MES.
SAGE OF CONGRATULATION. BE ASSURED THAT WHENEVER AND
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From

Fran

B

WHEREVER AIRBORNE OPERATIONS ARE CARRIED OUT 38 AND 46
GROUPS WILL BE AT THE SIDE OF THE GALLANT COMRADES OF
THE IX TROOP CARRIER COMMAND.

Signed: HOLLINGHURST,.
Airborne Corps Main:

HEARTIEST CONGRATUIATIONS TODAYS DAKOTA FLIGHTS WHICH
WERE EXCELLENT. BRING 878 AVIATION ENGINEERING BN
EARLIEST OR FURTHER DEVELOPMENT. ANTICIPATE VERY
IARGE SUPPLY DEMAND FOR AIRBORNE CORPS AND SECOND
ARMY TO HELP WIN THIS WAR QUICK. HOFE 52 DIVISION
WILL ALSO BE ALLOWED TO COME.

Signed: RIDGEWAY
Commnding General, First Allied Airborne Army:

GENERAL EISENHOWER ADDS HIS CONGRATUIATIONS TO ALL RANKS
OF THE FIRST ALLIED ATRBORNE ARMY TO THOSE OF GENERAL
MARSHALL, THE CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY
WHO CABLED:

*DEAR BRERETON: MY CONGRATULATIONS AND THANKS TO
YOU, YOUR STAFF, AND YOUR PILOTS AND CREWS FOR THE
COURAGEOUS AND DETERMINED MANNER IN WHICH THEY HAVE
CARRIED OUT THEIR DUTIES IN IANDING AND SUPPLYING THE
DIVISIONS OF THE AIRBORNE ARMY IN HOLLAND. I AM RE-
QUESTING GENERAL EISENHOWER TO TRANSMIT A MESSAGE TO
THE UNITED STATES GROUND UNITS OF THE FORCES WHICH
ARE NOW ENGAGED IN THE SALIENT."

THIS WELL DESERVED TRIBUTE IS PASSED ON TO THE ALLIED
ELEMENTS FCRMING MY COMMAND WITH MY FULL APPRECIATION
THAT IT WAS THE JOINT EFFORT OF ALL CONCERNED WHICH
MADE THESE PROJECTS SUCCESSFUL AND MERITED THIS C(M-
MENDATION.

Signed: BRERETON
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Gepneml URQUHARDT of British Airborme, congrmtulates
General WILLIAMS on splendid job performed by Troop
Carrier during Holland inwmaion. This was shortly
after Geneml URQUHARDT was ewmcuated from ARNHEM.
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XIV. CONCLUSIONS

l. Daylight employment of the Troop Carrier Forces was highly success-
ful. Excellent concentration of parachute troops and the pinpoint acouraecy
of all drops-can be partially attributed to the benefit derived from daylight.
Farmations tightened interwals, column time lengths were cut down, and air-
craft flew to the target in three (3) pamallel streams with one and one-half
(1}) miles between center and cutside streams. In certain instances where
38 and 46 Groups (RAF) marticipated, an additioml or fourth column appeared
one thousand (1000) feet above the Troop Carrier center stream. Daylight op-
erations thus shortened time of troop oarrier flightes over hostile territory,
contributed to the elemsnt of surprize and provided quick assembly of troops
on the ground.

2. It mist be emphasized here, that although daylight attributes much
to the accumcy of the mission, such employment can only be made possible
when the required air support is present, doing the vital work on enemy
ground installations to elimimate flak and smll arms fire in the troop car-
rier corridors, and keeping enemy aircraft away fram the columne. This sup-
port must of necessity be abundant at all times.

3¢ Establishing two routes to the target area was planning that paid
high dividends during Operation MARKET. Being prepared to switch from a
Northern approach to a Southern approach to the target, made the whole of
the tactical employment efficient and flaxible. The enemy did not find us
wearing our our welcame on one specific route, bad weather on one route was
ignored in preference to the good weather on the other, and employment of
both routes simultaneously provided necessary relief of traffic conjestion
during low visibilities on both routes.

4o Results of extensive pre-invasion tmaining of cambat crews, strict
air discipline, and rigid airfield organization were very evident during the
entire operation. This training cultivated a high ‘sense of duty in all the
crews and developed the pride necessary to retain unit efficiency and integ-
rity during combat. Tmining should never be allowed to bog down when re-
sults are so gratifying.

5e¢ Units should not be conmitted to more than one full lift per deay.
Hag troop carrier forces been committed as wmas originally intended, i.e., to
mke a quick turn around to provide tw camplete lifts per day, results would
have mounted into disorderly confusion. Insufficient time on the ground wald
have allowed no time far spot mmintemnce, quick repair of battle damage, and
little or no rest for cambat crews.

6o A8 in Operation NEPTUNE, the progress of the army in Operation
MARKET depended, to a large extent, on the success of the airborne asmult,
The results of the airborne effort confirmed again what could be done with
airborne forces properly employede All the airborne tasks were accamplished
-~ tasks that could only have been accomplished by airborne farces. There
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were, however, certain failures or only partial successes in the movement
of the army through the airborne carridor. This in no wmay resulted from
any failures on the part of the three airborne divisions.

7o The degree of accuracy in opermtion MARKET could hardly be improve
ed upon, However, it is still felt that there will always exist at least
the possibility far a certain degree of margiml error in addition to indi-
vidual error because of unforeseen circumstances. However, whenever risks

-are to be accepted, this margin is accepted with the risk. It has hereto-
fore beén granted that the Air Commnder cannot guarantee to the Ground Com-
mnder the camplete delivery of a given force on a specific point. The best
that can be guaranteed is that most of the force will be delivered Treasonmably
near the point, the balance, depending upon two partly known factors - -
weather and the enemy. The Air Commander in operation MARKET gave the Ground
Commnder far better accuracy then he was able to gmrantee,

8¢ The priviledge of participating in Operation MARKET has certainly
premred troop carrier and airborne foces to undertaks future tasks with
the confidence of experience.
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SCHEDULE OF NAVIGATIONAL AIDS
Place |Eureln Beacon | Compess Beac Lights Fanels Smoke |Responsibility (Except for
Rec| Trans [Code | Freq Code | Color Code | Color T]Letter|Color Occults & Searchlights
March B |C Searchlight
E |D M | 195 M |Coness* | M 52nd Tr Carr Wg_
Hatfield |B |G Searchlight ‘
E |D 1360 H__ | Conee** H 53rd Tr Carr Wg_
&ntiqua |B _|C
E |D A 1638 A Occult - A Hg, 1IX Tr Carr Comd
Attu B _|C
E _|[D O |25 0 | Occult 0 50th Tr Carr Wy
Bornec {B |C
E |D B Occult B Hgq, IX Tr Carr Comd
Tampa | B_|C Holophane
E (D K Green K Hg, IX Tr Carr Comd
Miami c Holophane
E _ID M M Hg, 1X Tr Carr Coml
Dz “ov E®* |[C» 0 1495% o . Yellow 0 v 82nd Pathfinder Co
. Dz UNVe % | v . . C 82nd_Fa thfinder Co
Wl Dz iTiw |[& % * 3 s R 82nd Fathfinder Co
12 *N"s | B* [D* N 1638 Ne White® N ) 82nd FPathfinder Co
12 "T%& [RB* |[De* N e Red®* T R 82nd Pathfinder Co ‘
Dz "A' [E_|D A (125 [ & Red A G 101st Pathfinder Co
D2 "BY B _|C B 1525 B White B R 101st Fathfinder Co
; DZ *Co%% | Ba$[Ces B#e | 1525%% | Bes Yellow B v 10lst Fathf inder Co
Lz "W |B [C L 1525 w ite L] R 101st Pathfinder Co
Dz "x* _[C & K — |wite | K B 21st Ind Pare Co
1z vy & |D L White Very L v 21st Ind Paxa Co
Pstl :
1z eg¢ C |IB S White Very S v 21st Ind Para Co
D2 "X* A |B X White X B _21st Ind Fara Co
1z "X [A (B
E |D X Red Very | X v 21st Ind Thra Co
Dz *Y' _[D |¢ Y Red Y G 2lst Ind Byra Co =
1z "2 E |D 2 Red Very Z v 21st Ind Para Co ‘
Supply DP*L* |A |D L White L 21st Ind Fam Co
Supply DE'VY [X |B v White v 2lat Ind Para Co
[ & e
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ANNEX NO

Continued

On first 1ift all aircraft for DZ/1Z "N' and DZ/LZ *T* will
use Eureka and MF beacons set up on DZ 'O, Green smoke on
*N* and Red smoke on *T* will be the only aids set up on
DZ/1Z4 "N* and DZ/1LZ *T* during first 1ift. A white panel "T*
may be awmilable ma IZ *N" for the glider serials of 1lift one,
All tug aircraft going to 12 *N' or 1Z *T* will use Eurel» and
MF beacon aids on DZ %O, Smoke and panels will be set np as
scheduled for 14 *NY and 14 T¢, All resupply missions (82nd
A/B Div) will use all the mavigatioml aids scheduled for lZ-

.'N..

Only one set of Eureke and MF beacons will be used for DZs
#B* & *CY, It will be coded as schedulede Manels and smoke
will be used as scheduled to distinguish between the areas.

Searchlight cone consists of 6 searchlights with apex of coe
at 5000', or cloud base if lower. Every other light will be
coded in turn,.

Aircraft on the carridor to 10lst A/B Div, IDZs and 1Zs will
Pass over a White Panel "T" and yellow smoke 5000 yards before
they reach enemy lines after passing DELOS (10l1st A/B Div, IP,
51-06-50N, 04-58-37E)

COORDINATES
MARCH 52=33=40N 00-0l4=10E

HATFIELD 51=45=538 00-14-45W
ANTIQUE 52-08-20N 0l=36=15E

ATIU 5)<4/t«00N 00=54-25E
BORNEO 51-22-25N 01.26=55E
TAMPA 51-55<55N 02=40=-00E
MIAMI 51<19-25N 02=13~-30E

NOTE: Under column headed panelg - letter shown is WHITE,
Under column headed gmgke colar, colors are represented
by arabic letter, V equels VIOLET, G equals GREEN, R
equals RED, B equals BLUE '

~i1- -—



Date: 13 Septemder 194k
t IX Troep Carrier Cosmasd

Al P 2 1087 129 123 12 1353 R
A2 PN 2 1110 12 1230 1249 51 Pere
A2 FE/F 2 pail 122 1230 127 19 Pare
A3 213 45 my 127 1300 130 U3 Fre
A A% A5 10 1242 1300 30 %2 PR
AS 313 5 123 125 106 1718 W0 Fare
A6 M 5 1 1246 130 1323 W25 Pare
AT R6 as nz 1255 808 B2 ww R
AB 2 5 18 1250 1308 1327 W29 Pare
Ay 36 as un 1% 10 ' 123 s Are
A0 M2 ] us2 125, 1320 1327 129 Fare
A1 315 &5 135 1306 13 1327 !“IQ Pare
A2 45 s 1258 LAY 13 33 Pare
ALy 35 &5 139 07 18 3 53 Fare
Al A5 1200 L 318 1335 ' W37 P
Al5 W39 30 13 v LV 1338 1500 Para
Ad 35 36 1204 1306 1322 1339 bl Fare
A17 M2 A5 147 315 1328 1343 1505 Pare
A28 M35 36 1208 1310 1326 1343 WhS Fare
A9 W &5 un 1319 1332 1347 1509 Fara
A2 A38 45 1222 130 330 1347 k9 Fere
A2l MO h2 1155 123 136 VR 153 Pare
A2 W38 L] 16 138 13 IR W55 Fare
A2} MO A8 n» vz 10 135, 1516 Fere
A2 O 3 ms 126 1300 1315 W7 Fare
A2 3 3% nz 1250 130, 139 w Pare.
A% & 36 126 125, 1308 1323 WhS Pare
A7 @a 35 3o 1258 1322 8377 Wh9 Pere
A28 43 50 us 133 ' 3% 1526 Glsder
A9 W 35 1205 1322 13 13% W38 Glider '
A30 437 35 1212 1329 146 03 1505 Glider
SECOWD _ LIFT
*D* Pus 3
Serial Tr Oarr No, of 10lst SM & Pr 101st 824 B DZ *Y" IZ "V 12 "N 1z “p* st 8204 Br 824 I 10lst Tesk
_Unjt MC _ap op r b3 > ® ar ar
A3 3 ' 36 oa? 0345 1000 1mé phil Fare
A32 3 3 0821 0549 100k 1020 142 Pere
A3 315 7 o825 0953 1008 1024 16 Rre
A3 325 27 os2y 957 1m2 1028 1150 Para
A3 A Y] 0826 0943 1000 17 1119  Glider
A W» 50 - {) loax a3 1029 usn Glider
A37 W35 30 0833 0950 1007 102, 1126 Glider
A3 313 &0 0826 1008 1022 1036 158 Glider
AX W38 L 080 0957 1004 1051 11353 Glider
A Mo 61 &0 0833 15 1029 1083 1205 Qider
AN M2 40 08,7 1004 102 1038 140 Glider
AR2 36 %] 0840 1022 1086 0% 1213 Glider
LY S S L] 085, 101 1008 1005 17 GHaer
AN, WO &0 oan7? 1009 2043 1058 1220 Glader
AMS W7 b0 090 1018 1035 1052 115 Qider
AN M 40 005, 1036 1050 110 1226 Rider
AN A3 40 0908 1025 1082 10% 120 clider
A8 0 0926 108 n22 0% 1258 Qe
AN M5 30 0915 1092 1069 1106 1208 Q@ider
A 5% a &0 0933 ms 129 1k 1306 Glider
ASL &8 A0 0522 1009 1056 m3 1225 Glsder
AS2 316 &0 090 1n22 13 1\ 115 Glider
ASS M2 A0 0929 1006 ne 120 1222 Qider
ASh MO L] o7 129 13 unse 1320 Glider
A 55 b3 »0 0936 1053 mo o o nz 1229 Glider
A% W w0 o5 1% s i - 120, 126 16 Glider '
AST M7 30 o3 1100 mz 103 Qider
e e
2 ps 2
Serial Tr Carr No. of 1(ist S ADr 10Ist SM AN 1 °F 12" IZ "N 1Z X" IE T 10lst S &P 824 &4 Br 101st Tesk
—_—Unit  Ac a®  gp x IP Ip I ae____ap
ASS W &0 0826 0943 1000 17 119 Glider
A% 30 L 060 09h6 1000 15 1137 Qider
A60 W35 n 0833 0950 1007 : 2024 1126 Glider
Al @& 40 (1) 0953 2007 1022 12 Glider
A62 W38 40 0840 0957 s 1050 113 Qider
A6 316 »0 ons 1000 100k 1029 nsn Gider
A6y A0 08,7 1004 1021 1038 10  Glider
A 65 &0 0825 1007 w04 1036 158 Glider
A 66 A3 &0 085k pU.:53 1028 1005 1147 Glider
A 67 40 0832 1006 1028 1002 1208 Glider
A BB - W37 40 0839 022 1038 1053 15 Gluder
A6 W37 &0 08n6 1028 1045 1100 1222 Glider
AT0O 313 &9 0853 1035 1009 10 1226 Clider
ATL W3 40 1239 1%5 00 w7 1519  Resgply
AT2 W35 &0 1283 VA9 Loh un21 1523 Resupply
AT3 W36 L) 1247 1353 08 25 1527 Resupply
T S 40 1251 1357 w12 u29 1551  Resupply
AT5 W38 3 1255 01 W6 W33 . 1535 Resupply
A 76 61 35 1220 1348 400 Tk 153 Resupply
AT 36 37 1224 1352 100N U8 15,0 Resupply
AT8  U4ho 35 1228 1356 08 W22 150 Resupply
AP M 35 1232 00 W12 W26 158 Rempply
A80 35 27 o816 09k 1000 1027 139 Pore
ia 35 77 0820 0948 200, w2 0k "
A& 3% 7 082, 0952 1008 1025 17 Pare
A8 3 27 0828 0956 12 1029 nsn Para
FounTy LYwE
D Pus 3
Serial Tr Carr No, of 10lst 824 & Br 10lst 8244 Br 1Z V" 12 "I 1Z *N* 12 "X* DZ "X* 101st 824 4 Br 824 & Br 10lst Tesk
—. Unit Al ar ap r__ b4 r __ oP _ae
A 8 (51 o 0803 [ ] 1000 145 137
A @ » o810 0952 1007 ’ 1022 Wi
A8 36 W8 oa7 095 103 1028 1150
A8 WMo 48 0824, 1006 1020 _ 1035 157
A88 M A8 085 1003 1027 10m2 120
A% 33 by 0820 0948 1000 1006 136
A% 35 1° 3 082, 0952 1004 1ms 1140
A9l 3 ) 0828 0956 2008 1022 120
A92 A3 Lk 0832 1000 nni N 1026 1148
SO0 _SPEED IDR INTERVAL A
= pem e e
Paraclmte Colums W 130 150 Rompply Column = head to head - & mbemtes
Gltder Colums 20 120 150
Reaupply Columm 0 0 150

All times are "A" times.
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MARKE?
Date: 13 September 194k
Hesdquarters: IX Troop Oarrier Comsand

2Ix: SCHEDULER

Serial Tr Carr No. of 18188
Unit AC  ae

Al 744 2

Pers
A2 PP 2  H-Q150 K-00L8 B~0030 B-0011 B+0051 Pare
A28 B 2 G150 H-008 H=0030 B-0013 HeOOW9 Pare
A3 33 45 He0"41 He-0013 E-Hour HeOOL  HeOL36 Fare
AbL o3 &5 H=0120 H-0018 H-Hour R+0019 HeO0121 Pure
A5 33 45 H-0137 H-0009 B+000k HeOO18  HeOLKO Pare
A6 WM M5 Ee0l2§ H00Lh H+000k ' Be0023 He0125 Pare
A7 38 45 H=0133 50005 H+0008 He0022  HeOL: Pare
AB 42 45 Be0L12 H-0010 H+0008 He0027 He0129 Pare
A9 316 5 H-0129 H-0001  Hv0010 Be0023  HeOLLS Fars
A2 w2 45  K-0108 B-0006 §+0010 He0027 He0l29 Pare
ALl 315 45 H-012l, H+0003  HeOCLs He0027  HeOLL9 Pare
A12 436 45 HeROM B-0002 Br0OYA B+0O031 HeO133 Pare
A1 315 45 H-0121 Be0007 He0018 B+0031  H.0153 Pare
AL 436 45 He100 He0002 B8 : Be0035 HeOl37 Pare
A15 W39 30 B-0117 Ee001) He0024 HeO038  He0200 Pare
A6 435 36 H-0056 H+0006 He002. H+0039 HeOUZ Pare
£17 W1 W H-0113 He0015 He0028 HeOOW3  He0205 Fara
A18 435 36  He0052 HeOQRO T He0026 He 003 HeOLW5 Para
A9 b 45 B-0109 He0019 H+0032 ’ HeOOL?  He0209 Para
A20 438 45  He00L8 Heo0ls H+0030 EeOOL? He0lh9 Para
A 21 Lo 42 H.0105 H+0023 He0036 He 0051 He0213 Fara
A 22 438 45 H=00b4 He0018 He0034 He+0052 He0153 Pare
A2} 40 48 H-0101 He0027 He00L0 HeOOSk  He0216 Para
A2 3 36 He0L42 He000k H-Hour He0015  H.0137 Pare
A 25 314 36 H-013b H=0010 B+000% H+0019 H+0141 Para
A2 6 36 H-C134 H=0006 He0008 He0023  HiQWLS Para
a27 @ 35 H-0130 H-0082 He0012 He0027  HeOLL9 Para
A28 439 50 H-0106 He8036 HeQ050 BeO20h  He0226 Clider
A2 W3 35  B~0055 He0022 Be0033  He00S6 ' H0158. Gliter )
A3 W37 35  B-00M8 80029 ) BeOOMG  H.0103 Be0205 Clides
'x- . m
SECOMD L1P? D" PLIS 1
’/43:1:1 'rl:"(hrrNo.of 0lst 8 & B 101st 824 &Br DZ ™Y IZ "W 12 "N° 1z °T" 101st 6244 Br 8234 Br 10ist Task
nit A/C___cw cop IP po3d 1P P cop cop
PETRETY 36 X-00k3 %0015 X-Hour Xs+0016  X+0138 Para
A32 3 36 X-0139 X=0011  X+000k ) X+0020  X+OL2 Pare
A3 35 27 %-0135 X-0007 %0008 Xe002%  X+0W6 Pare
AN 35 27 X-0131 X~0003  Xe0022 1+0028  X+0150 Pare
A5 L A0 X-GU3h X-0007 XeHour X4+0017 X+0119 Glider
A% 43 50 %011 X+0001 240005 ’ X+0029  X+0151 Glider
A37T 35 30 x-0127 X~0010 140007 X+002% X+0126 Clider
A38 33 &0 X=0134 ' X+0008 X+0022 X+0036  X+0158 Clider
A3 a38 M0 X-0020 X-0003 X+0C2A X+0031 X+0133 Glider
AW 6l 40 x-0127 X+0015 240029 X+00h3  X+0205 Glider
AN a2 4 x-om3 X+000k, X+0021 X+0038 XeOLWO Glider
AN 36 &0 X-0120 200022 40036 X+0051  X+0213 Clider
AL 436 A X-0106 X+0001 X+0028 Xe00kS5 Xe0L7 Clider
Abbh WO A0 X~0113 X+0029 X+ 0043 X+0058  X+0220 Glider
A5 W37 0 X=0059 X+0008 Xe0535 X+0052 X+0150 Glider
AW w2 40 X-0106 X+0036 X+0050 X010k  X40226 Clyder
ALY A3 A X=0052 Xe0025 Xe0042 X+0059 X+0201 Clider
AN 313 »0 X=0034 %0108 o012 X136  Xe0258 Clider
AM MBS 30 X-00A5 X+0032 Xe00h9 X+0206 X+0208 Glider
A0 @ v, X-0027 o115 X+0129 ' XeOIML  X+0306 Glider
A5 38 M X-0038 X+0039 X+0056 X+0113 X+0215 Glider
AS2 36 40 X=0020 X+0122 0136 X+0151  X~0313 Clider
A 53 A0 X=003) X+00h6 0103 X+0120 X+0222 Glider
ASh b0 50 X=0013 X+0229 XeOlh3 Xe0158  Xe0320 Glider
A55 436 40 X-00Zh X+0053 %0110 X+0127 X+0229 Clider
A% M &0 X~0006 0136 T xe@se Xe020h  Xe0926 Glider
AST M7 30 x-om7 20200 o7 C xan X023 Glider
P _nuR
JHDD LFr D" FIUS 2
Tr Carr Ko, of 10lst G2 &Dr 10lst GNA& N 10lst 84 & Br 8244 Br 10t
Sertal Usis Al aR  qQp r Ip __IZ°W 12" IS "W Iz X" Dz %" b+ PO Gp ek
A58 a3 40 P-03% R-0017 ReSour PeO017 P+0119 Glider
A% 3 ¥ P-0156 P00 Peliour POOL5  Pea@3? Qider
A60 435 31 P-0127 P-0010 P+0007 P+002% P+0126 Clider
A6l 6 0 P-0L49 P=0007 P+0007 Pe0022  PeCRl: Glider
A 62 38 40 P-0120 P-0003 PeO ReOO32 P+0133 Glider
A65 316 40 P-0Ly2 PeHour PeOCLA P+0RY  Rs0L51 Glider
AGh b2 40  P-0113 P+000k P02 P+0038 P+OLAO Glider )
AE5 Wk 40 P-0135 © Pe0007 Pe0021 Pe0036  Pe0L58 clider
A 66 W36 40 P-0106 P+0011 P+0028 : P+00LS P+0lA7 Glider
A67 W L) P=0128 P+000A P+0028 PeO0K2  Pe020h Glider
A68 437 &0 P-0121 F+0021 Pe0038 Pe00S3  Re0215 Clider
A6 M7 &0 P=012, P+0028 P+00k5 P+0100  P+0222 Glider
A70 313 ¥ P-0107 P+0035 P+00M Pe0L0K  Ps0226 Glider
AL 43 W0 Ps0239 PsO345 Pe0L00 PeOW17 P+0519 Resupply
AT2 435 LO  PeO243 P+ 0349 P+-0hOh. P+0L23 P+0523 Resupply
AT3 W36 40 Pe0247 P+0353 Ps0h08 PeOl25 F+0527 Resupply
AD 39 M Pe2S Pe0357 PoOMI2 PrOL29 F+0531 Resupply
AT75 a38 31 Pe0255 PrOML PoOMYE Ps0k33 P +0535 Remaply
A 76 61 35 P+0220 PeO308 P+0h0OO PeOlk  P+0536 Resupply \
AT 36 37 Pe022 Pe0352 Ps0b O PeOL18  P+OSKO Resupply ‘
AT78 W40 35 Re0228 P+0356 Pa0k0B P+0M2  P+OSA Resupply
A9 W 35 Pr0232 P+OW0O0_ PeONL2 PeON26  PeOSAS Resugply
AB0 35 27 P-Olk P-0016 PeHour P00L7 PeO139 Pare
am ns a7 o0 o012 PeOOON ROOZL  PeOMAS rora )
A8 3 27 P-0136 P-0008 P+0008 P+0O025  PeO7 Pare
A8 3 27 0132 P-000k 0012 Pe0029  P40151 Pare
FOURTH LIPY °D7 PIOS 3
Serial TrCarr Mo. of 10lst 62 & B JOlst 844 B IZ *W* L2 "®* IZ "N 12 "X DZ 'K* 10lst 6244 Br 624 & Br 1(dst Task
Unds c_ ae ar P b3 » P___ap  cw
ABh 6 e R-0157 R-0015 R-Hour Re0015  Re0137 Glider >
A5 @ % R-0150 R~0008 Re0007 Re0022  ReClivl Glider
A8 36 a8 R-0LA3 R-0002 R+0013 ' ' Re0028  Re0150 Glider z
. A8l hO A8 R-0136 R+0006 Re0020 Re0035  Re0157 GClider
T Y SR * ] R-0129 R+OOL3 R+0027 ReOOM2  R+0204 Glider Z
A8 313 YN B-0140 B~0L2 R-Hour ReOOLL  Re0236 Resupply
A9 315 o R-0136 B~0008 B+000k Re0018  BeOAO Resupply . m
A91 3 43 R-0132 R-0004 R+0008 Re0022  ReOLML Resupply
'Y a3 = 3=, T Re00R2 : N R+0026  Re0JAS R A Rl * i
PoD_srmm LT z
ST i ME Ghiter Solum < bowd o bead - } mimres O
Parsciute Oolusa ‘0 130 150 Resupply Column - head to head - k minutee
Glider Column 120 120 15 .
RBesupply U0 0 1% ,
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L Five hundred and three of 550 aircreft (201 P-47s
36 P-38s, 313 P-51l§ escorted airborme formations, bombed and streafed flsk

mw ie i

AIR SUPPORT ACTIVITY
IN CONNECTION WITH QPERATION
")ARKET™

1. Erlor to D day.

Over 250 Lancasters and Nosquitoes of Bomber Command (Br) attacked
enemy airfields night of D=l. One hundred aircraft attacked coastal batter-
ies and shipping in Dutch Islands area morning of D day, dropping 500 tons
with good results. Airfields and enemy installations in ARNHEN/DEELEN ares
attacked by Eighth Air Force heavies prior to D day.

2. Daay.

Two hundred eighty-one aireraft of Bomber Command made diversion-
ary and countermeasure sweeps. ‘

Eight hundred twenty-one of 875 B-17s hit flak batteries and enemy
installations in Holland, dropping 3139 tons G.P. and frags on 117 assigned !
targets and EINDHOVEN Airfield from 8,000 to 22,000 feet. Air opposition
nil, Flak moderate and inscourate ARNHEY, Meager and inaccurate WEERT and :
NIJVEGEN. Two B-17s lost to flak, Results 117 assigned targets: 43 good;
2} fair; 50 poore One hundred forty-one of 153 P-51s flew eacort cover for
bombers. No air opposition. No cleims, One P-51 lost, unknown.

positions. One hundred seventy-two airoraft dropped 44.5 tons frags on AA
and miscellsnecus ground targets. ITwo groups met enexy aircraft; one group
engaged 15 ¥E 109s north of WESEL,.another group, 15 Fw. 190s southwest of
WESEL, Claims 7-0-0- air ==1-0-0- ground. loss of 8 P-47s, 8 P~51s (6 to Aa,
1 to enemy airoraft, 2 category “E", 7 to other causes).

Strafing and bombing:

Cledms = Destroyed —  Demaged

AA Positions 32
Box cars 49
Trucks
Locomotives
Tanks
Barges
Staff cars
Barracks
Factories

Bridges
Ares sypport (ARAF)

Two hundred sixty-eight Spitfires, 67 Tempests, 36 RAP Mustangs

owouwrusgg
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mzde canncn attacks on barges, motor vehicles, flsk positions. One Nustang
mde el i e

Fifty Nosquitoes, 48 Mitchells, 24 RAF Bostons attacked barracks at
ARNEEM, NIJVEGEN, EDE. Four tons Heke. on NIJMEGEN, 27 tons H.E. on ARNHEN,
Burats seen smong buildings. Three missing, flek - fouwr damaged.

Night 17/18 September. Nine Mosquitoes on defensive patrols over
Airborre areas Holland. Nil.

3. D 21“5 1 MO

Fighter-bomber rte Three hundred ninety of 415 airoraft dis-
patched (99 P-47s, 315 P-51s) provided support for First Allied Airborne
Armye Sombed, strafed, escorted C-47s. Eight and nine-tenths tons frag
and thosphorus bombs dropped by 49 aircraft on 37 flak positions and other
targets--good results. One hundred single-engine enemy aircraft in two
main ccrcentrations encountered. Claims 29-0-1l, Losses 3 P-47s, 4 P-5ls
(2 % flak, 5 to unknown causes).

Bombi St
Claing Destroyed  Dempged
AA Positions 33 4
Half tracks 5 0
Radar Stations 1l 9
Ammani tion trucks 10 l
Stalf cars 2 -
Busses 1 -

Special operations. Two hundred forty-six of 252 B-24s dropped
suppliss to airborne in 3 assigned areas--good results. Escort by 192 of
193 fighters. Enemy sircraft opposition nil. FPFifty-nine fighters dropped
10.5 tuns frags on flak positions. Two groups strafed rail and road treffice.
Flak was moderete to intense, accurate, light and S.A. fire. Bomber losses
16, fignters 2l--all to flak.

Rombing and Straf

Claigs Destroyed Damaged
A4 positions 6 12
Locomotives 7 -
Trucks 3 16
Railroad cars 20 14
0il Trucks 1 98
Staff cars 5 -
Flek cars - 3

m eije YR
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Ehoto Reoces Seven F-58 and 1 Mosquito. No Losses.

Generel Area Supporgs Two hundred sixty-two Spitfires, 48 Tempests,
36 RAF Mustangs. No enemy aircraft combats. Attacks made on flak positions,
flak barges, other ground targets,

Night 18/19 Septomber. Two Mosquitoes carried out defensive patrols

over airborne arees.

4 D plus 2 dayp,

One hundred seventy-two of 182 P-51s escorted airborne. Forty plus
¥e. 109s engaged near ARNHEM, Thirty plus Fw. 190s engaged same aree. Thirty
pPlus single-engine fighters neer WESEL. Twenty to thirty single-engine
fighters near IJSSELSTEIN. Claims 23-l-l Losses 9 P-51s (7 unknown, 1 flak,
1 crash landing). :

Photo umlssjons. ITwenty-three aircraft dispatcheds Two F-53, 1
Spitfire, 1 Moasquito lost.

Ni Se e Thirty-eight Mosquitoes dispatched on enemy
movements WALCHEREN/SCHELDT areas Twenty-seven attacked--7 tons H.E. and 117
flares on /T, barges, trucks. One crashed on return killing crew,

Area Support. Two hundred one Spitfires and RAF Mustangs. Lnemy
aircraft encountered, Claims 2-2-0, Losses one aircraft wissing.

5« D plus j days.

Six hundred forty-four of 679 fighter aircraft dispatched escorted,
strafed and bombed. No eneqy aircraft encountered. (470 P-5ls, 183 P-47s,
26 P-388) 11 Squadron P-47s equipped 143 lbs rockets attacked flak positions,
fair results. Poor visibility hampered fighters, fighter-bombers. Two of 4
groupe prevented from bombing. Inoluding rockets, 4.7 tons dropped. Light,
intense flak encountered. Five aircraft lost (2 unknown, 1 mechanical fail-
ure, 2 cresh landed). Claims nil,

Bembing and Strefing
Claips Destroyed Damaged
AA positions 1 2
Flek cars 1l -
Trucks 4 -
Horse drawn vehicles 2 -
Buses 1 -
Trucks 1l -

v eiiie L
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Fhoto Recce. Six F-5s ARNHEK/NIJMEGEN area. All returned safely.

Night 19/20 September. Twenty-two Mosquitoes attacked barges,
river crossings, troop movements east to EMMERICK,

Ground Supporte Thirty-six Mustangs and 16 Spitfires abandoned
patrols SUPFORT GROUND FORCES BECAUSE WEATHER NIJMEGEN ares.

S rte Two hundred fifty-five fighters of AEAF (Spits,
Typhoons, RAF Mustangs) operated but made few attacks acoount weather.
Good bomd results on one enemy strong point.

6. D plus 4 deys.

Ninety of 95 fighters (71 P-47s, 24 P-51s) supported airborne
operationse One group bombed flak positions. Ten other groups held by
weather, Haze and overceste down to 100 yards recalled group of P-5ls,

One group P-47s Jettisoned frags in Channel. Enemy aircraft resistance
stronge Two P-47 groups met over 50 Me. 1098 and Fw 190s NIJMEGEN-LUCHEX
area, Some enemy aircraft attacked as other flew top cover. Square wing
tip Fw. 1908 seen. Bnemy pilots scemed experienced and skiliful. Combats
from 10,000 feet down to decke Claims 20-0-2, Losses 4 P-47s, all to enemy
eireraft. Intense, light flak in all enemy held battle areas.

Photo Recce. Iwo F-5s on P/R. Both returned safely.

Area Supporte One hunired fourteen Spitfires, 21 RAF Mustangs
sighted 18 enemy aircraft. Resulting combat 3 Fw 150s damaged. Poor weather.

7« D glua 2 mgo

Seventy~-seven of 79 fighters (sweeps over ARNHEX area)., No enemy
airoraft encountereds All back safely.

Photo Reccee Seven P/R aircraft over battle area in Holland. No
losses,

8. D Plus 6 days.

Five hundred fifty-nine of 586 Eighth Air Force fighters (136 P-47s,
410 P-51s, 40 P-38s) supported airborne operations near NIJKEGEN, These
groups assigned to attack flak positions. Forty-three airoraft dropped 10.4
tons frags on AA and miscellaneous ground targets with good results, Re-
meinder escorted and strafed ground positions. Enemy airoraft opposition
approximately 185 Fwe 1908 and Me. 109s. Three groups hsd ocombat, 4 other
groups sighted enemy airoraft but did not engage., Claims 27-2-6. Losses
13 P=478, 12 P-518 (3 to intense flak; of 17 missing, 12 believed safe in
friendly territory).

Bombing and Strafing
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Cladms Destroyed Domeged
AA positions 18 17
Trucks 23 2
Tanks 3 l
Vehicles 1l 1l
9. Dplus 7 devss
Photo Recges Two F-5s covered ARNHEM/NIJMEGEN. Both failed to

return, Seventy-nine Typhoons, 35 RAF Kustangs operated
GORINGHEM areas.

Bombing and Strafing
Claims Destroyved Demeged
Locomotives 7 7
RR Trucks 47 2
Treins 2 1
¥/T 3 6l

One Typhoon missing.

Twenty-two R.P. Typhoons provided support for ground forces ARNHEX
area attacking successfully infentry, mortar positions and heedquarters
building. One hundred twenty-seven Spitfires, 12 RAF Mustangs flew defensive
sorties without incident,

Night 24/2% Six Mosquitoes on recce over Holland. Forty-nine
Mosquitoes harrassed enemy movement between RHINE and MAAS Rivers.

10, D plus § days.

Sixty Spitfires and 36 RAP Kustangs provided escort for 33 Dakotas,
Fifty enemy aircreft encountered ARNHEX area. Forty enemy aircraft flying
east near HENNELO, Claims 2 Fw., 190s, 2 Ye. 109s destroyed; 2 Fw. 190s
damageds Losses two Mustangs.

Defensive Patrol. Seventy~-three Spitfires patrolled. One missing.
Twenty-one Mustangs and 11 Kosquitoess Xosquitoes destroyed 1 He. 111 in
ARNHEM area. '

Special Supporte Fifty-four Mitchells and 2i RAF Bostons dis~-
patcheds Seventy-four aircreft attacked 5 enemy gun and mortar positions in
support of ground forces. One hundred thirteen tons H.E. dropped. Six

" Mitchells attacked by 12 Fw, 1908, Claims 2 Fw. 190s probables. lLosses 2

¥itchells and 1 Boston missing.

s .‘
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Fhoto Recge. One F-5 operated West of NIJMEGEN and returned
safely.

1l. D plus 9 days.

Three hundred twenty of 336 fighters (173 P-47s, 96 P-5ls, 67
P-388) flew sweeps and escort for airborne operations. Two groups included
from Ninth Air Force. Encountered approximately 50 Me. 1098 and Fwe, 190s
in XUNSTER/HALTERN area. Ensuring combat claims 32-1-3 for loss of 2 (1
P-38 to unknown cause, 1 P-51 category "E" damage)e. Other groups swept area
uneventfully.

Recces Nine F-5s3 out. Some in battle areas of Hollande
Two were intercepted, 1 by 4 enemy aircraft, the other by eight enemy air-
craf t=-both evaded safely. All returned to bases.

12. Dplus 10 days.

Three hundred thirty-five Spitfires, 2,7 Typhoons and 93 RAF
Mustangs operated in ARNHEM/NIJMEGEN/APELDOORN ares. Number of combats
in ARNHEM ares. Foriy-one enemy aircraft destroyed, 2 probables, 16 dam~
ageds Six more enemy aircraft destroyed on ground, 3 damaged on ground.

Additional claims Destroved Demaged
/T 21 37
Locomo tives 4 22
Trucks 55 70

Six Spitfires and 4 other aircraft missing.

Other Supporte During day 66 Spitfires, 1.4 Teupests on fighter
operations over Hollande Two locomotives destroyed, many trucks attacked
with cannon--strikes seen. Two Spits and 1 Tempest missing,

avi- ’
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NOTES BY A.0.Cs NO. 46 GROUP ON VISIT
70 EELGIWK AND HOLLAND. 21.944 -
e Qo bide

1. As a result of the difficulty of obtaining infomation es to the
tactical situation in the battle arexin Northern Holland, and of the
casualties which the Group wes incurring in their re-supply operations of
the 1lst Airborne Division, I decided to visit the scene of operations,
endeavour to arrange that better tactical information was available, and
to appreciate the problem on the spot. :

2, I arrived at Brussels Airport at about 1630 hours, anmd proceeded
straight to Hesdquarters, 2nd T.A.F. where I saw S.A.S.0. and A.0.C. Both
appreciated the difficulties of attempting to get a true tactical picture
of the position in the United Kingdom, and of the embarressment that it
was to No. 83 Group being excluded from operations over the battle area,
for vital periods, while airborne resupply wes teking place. Both appre-
ciated the difficulties of laying on re-supplies from the West of England
to Holland when the weather was difficult, and it was difficult for
rendezvous to be made with Pighters with any accuracy over the area.

S+ 1 suggested that we should be wise to base a Squadron in the
Brussels area, where it should be able to get the latest availasble infor-
mation and be provided with intimate fighter ocover by No. 83 Group, all
of whese pilots knew the ares, and where close co-operation, without which
success is difficulty can be obtained, It was agreed that this was very
desirsble the only difficulty being likely to be the supply of aviation
fuel in sufficient quantity. Subject to that being available or being
brought in by air, it was agreed that a Squadron should be moved in as
soon as precticable.

4o SeAeS.0. 2nd T.AJF. drafted a Signal t0 A.E.A.F., C.A.T.0.Rs, and
46 Group recommending the move forward of a Squadron, and ssking for air
transport to be mede available to assist the move. It was clear, from a
visit to the Operations Room, and discussions with the Operations Officers,
that very little up-to-the-minute information was available in Brussels,
and that in order to get the picture, it would be necessary to visit Head-
quarters, 83 Group.

5¢ Accordingly, I drove to Louvain the next morning early to contact
the A.0.C, and Se«A.3.0. No, 83 Group. It was ascertained that since No. 83
Group was not concerned in any way in the airborne operations, they had
1little knowledge of the position in the Nijmegen area. This meant a flight
of something like 90 miles over country mainly in enemy hands and the enly
safe way to do it was to fly at tree-top height over the road, along which
transport columns were being moved forward, and which was controlled to
some extent by British tanks and armoured cars.

“ “ie o




6. Accordingly, S¢A.S.0. laid on an Auster aircraft and pilot, and I
left in poor visibility and low cloud at about 1000 hours.

7. We reached the emergency Auster stirip, made by the lst Airborne
Corps about 2 miles south of Nijmegen town at 11.30, after having appre-
ciated how narrow the safe corridor was, because when on one or two occa~-
sions, owing to bad visibility we deviated from the roadtop, we attracted
the unpleasant attention of hostile machine guns.

8+ I proceeded from the strip straight to Headquarters, No. 30 Corps,
where I met the GeS. and subsequently the G.0.C. Lieut. General Horrocks.
Both appreciated the vulnerability of the transport aircraft attempting to
re-supply the cut-off 1lst Airborne Division, and both expressed admiration
for the courage and determination of the crews who were flying in supplies.

9¢ We laid on medium artillery fire against the enemy flak artillery
positions, so that later in the evening there would be support for the re-
supply aircraft from the ground as well as Fighters. It was appreciated by
everyone the advantage that would follow the establishment of an Air Force
Liaison Officer in the forward area, who could get the Tremsport and Fighter
Squadrons employed on this duty intimately briefed with the latest situation.

10 It was appreciated nowhere south of the 30 Corps area quite how
tenuous was the hold on the road. A small area was held by our forces in
the Nijmegen district. North of Eindhoven, we literally held nothing but
the road itself until the bridge over the Meas River was reached, and then
the area occupied by the 30 Corps re-inforced by the 101 Airborne Division
was only about six miles wide. The whole of it was under shell-fire from
German positions to the North and East.

11, I then proceeded to Headquarters of the Airborne Corps where I
met General Browning, and his Chief of Staff. They explained the position
in which the 1lst Airborne Division was, as far as was then known, and stated
that they had very few messages from them, but it seemed as if the lst Para-
troop Brigade which had at one time captured the Bridge intact, had been
eliminated, It also seemed as if the rest of the 1lst Airborne Division were
in a bad way, and were restricted to an area of about 1,000 yards x 1,000
yards West of Arnhem, which was continually under mortar, machine-gun and
artillery fire., Everyone expressed their admiration for the crews of the
supplying aircraft. In spite of the fact that quite a large number were
being shot down in flames no following crew ever showed any sign of falter-
ing. They appreciated the difficulty of communications and were only too
anxious that a better system should be laid on if possible.

12. I discussed both with the Airborne Corps and 30 Corps the question
of using Fighters for dropping supplies, and thus cutting our losses down to
a minimum, and both were only too anxious to meke our task less hazardous
and wore certain,
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13. I went back to the Strip immediately on leaving the Airborne Corps,
to get back by air to 83 Group. Unfortunately some 30 miles back down the
road we ran into German opposition. The aircraft was hit, and we had to land
alongside our forward troops. It transpired that a German column of tanks
and Panzer Grenadiers had reached the road a few minutes after we passed up
during the morning, and had obtained control of 10 miles of it. The only
other two aircraft to fly at that time were shot down, one containing the
Chief of Staff of the 2nd Army, who made his way back to our lines, the
other has not been heard of since.

L. I borrowed a reconnaissance car from the K.D.G. and returned to 30
Corps Headquarters to report the road block. There was no communication
where it had broken to the forward area. It was subsequently confirmed that
the road was blocked; all transport was stopped, and operations were laid on
at both ends of the break to clear it. In consequence I was unable to re-
turn to Headquarters, 83 Group, and therefore, after a Conference with Gen~
eral Harrocks and Browning and Chief of Staff, 2nd Army, I sent a signal
asking for permission to move 575 Squedron from Brosdwell to Evere, so that
future re-supplying could take place under the best possible tactical situ-
ation, with the best information, and possibly at night.

15. Later that evening, I. visited Nijmegen Bridge which had been
captured the night before, and saw some of the fighting going on in that
area. It was extremely interesting to see the tank actions going on with
the local population watching them from the windows of nearlyy houses, or
from the shelter of trees in the fields, and apparently not being particu-
larly alarmed by the shells and machine-gun fire.

26. At most of our battery positions which were in action, and on
which enemy shells were falling, women and children were distributing fruit
to the gunners. They seemed to take the whole thing as part of the day's
work,

17. I stayed the night at 30 Corps Headquarters, being forced to re-
mein there until the road was open, since with the Germans in ocoupation,
it was not safe to fly back in an Auster. In any event, mine was not avail-
able.

18, I took the opportunity the next morning with the C.R.E. of the
Airborne Corps to do a reconnaissance for the landing grounds in the vioin-
ity, for I realized that if the road was likely to be blocked for any length
of time, we would be in a very unfavourable position in the near future,
owing to lack of petrol and ammunition. They were low as it was, ammunition
for the artillery being to below 300 rounds per gun, nothing nearer than
Eindhoven some 60 miles to the rear, and the Germans in occupation of the
road in between.

19, We found an excellent area which had in fact been under prepara-
tion by the Germans as a Fighter Airdrome Jjust West of Graves Bridge. We
gave orders for it to be marked out, and a strip 1400 yards long and 100
yaxds wide was easily available. To the East, there was another area which
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only required the removal of some wire fencing to meke it immediately avail-
able.

20, It was an interesting experience to underteke a reconnaissance in
a Jeep, with a Tompy-gun, with no troops between you and the enemy, and the
prospect of meeting an enemy patrol at the next corner, but the Army seem
quite used to this, and they show no concern whatever, except keeping a
800d look out, not letting the engine stop, and keeping their Tommy-guns
handye We even stopped to pick mushrooms in a field about 7 miles outside
the perimeter. I must say I was glad to get into it again.

2l. On returning to 30 Corps Headquarters, we reported the position
of this field by Signal, and had a Conference with Generals Browning and
Harrocks, discussing the results of the Airborne and Army operations wp
to date. Unquestionably, the 82nd and 10lst American Airborne Divisions
admirably supported by 30 Corps had been most successful in capturing the
vital briges which were their obJjectives. The Bridge at Ni jnegen in par-
ticular, which the 82nd captured, supported by tanks of the G. Armoured
Division was a great achievment, the main span being something more than
1,000 fte long, and the river a most formidable obstacle. As far as the
bridge at Arnhem was concerned, it was clear that insufficient provision
had been made for the taske It would have to be borne in mind in future,
that when an Alrborme force was landed for an operation of this kind,
sufficient troops must be made available, not only for achieving the
obJjective itaself, but also for securing the DeZ. for re-supply. It wes
also most important that a link up on the ground should be made as soon
as possible as opposition was bound to build up and re-supply in the face
of massed flak was not only expensive but often unsuccessful.

22, The first Airborne Division proved to be insufficiently strong
to achieve either result, and in consequence resupply had to continue in
the face of increased flask opposition, and large numbers of transport
casualties had to be accepted in consequence.

25 1t was also considered that although it was certainly right to
lay on the airborne operation from England as it was, with the tactical
support of the United States 8th and 9th Forces, resupply, after surprise
has been lost, is so much more ocomplicated a matter, that it can only
effectively be laeid on by the local Air Commsnier on the spot, who can
Judge the position from time to time, and who can arrange for the intimate
Fighter co-operation that is necessary. We watched the dropping of the
resupplies to the Divisional area at 1700 hours. It was most impressive,
but I was inclined to think "c'est magnifique, mais ce n'est pas la guerre",

2 On the completion of the dropping, it was reported that the roed

was open. Accordingly the Corps Commander arranged for a Jeep to take me
back to Headquarters, No. 83 Group, Bourg Leopold.
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25, It was an interesting experience to drive back along the roed so
lately the scene of battle, in the failing light, and to meet burning
vehicles, houses etc. and tanks and guns at instant readiness. A Jeep
seemed a particularly defenceless vehicle in the stretches of road between
the occupied positions, and we were glad to reach Bourg Leopold and Head-
quarters 83 Group after a drive of some 60 - 70 miles, at about 2130 hours.

26. The position was discussed with Air Vice Xarshal Brosdhurst and
his S.A«S.0s The A.0.C. said that he had his Typhoon W OQﬂppd for
supply dropping and that he would willingly undertake such work if he was
asked to do its He was sure that that was the right way to tackle such a
probleme No one far from the battle could have the best and most up to date
tactical information, and supply in such ciroumstances needed intimate touch
between the fighters and the supplying aircraft, either Typhoons or Dakotas.
We agreed that I should send forward a liaison officer to 30 Corps to keep
him in the picture and that he would orgenize resupply operations including
the provision of Typhoons if necessary, keeping in touch with 0.C. 111 Wing
at EVERE.

27. He pointed out how unsatisfactory it had been from his point of
view being forbidden to operate over the battle area during the periods
when resupply was in progress., He also referred to the proposal to use the
forward airfields now being made at Eindhoven and Graves for further trans-
port work since that would prevent the establishment forward of the fighter
wings and thus deprive the forward txoops of effective fighter cover ani
close support. It wazr for the Army Commander to decide what he-wanted most,
but he oould not guarantee effective cover at the ranges now involved and
the Luftwaffe was showing signs of being more aggressive.

28. I returned to Brussels by Auster the following morning, briefed
575 Squadron for their resupply mission to GRAVES, and instructed the Sta-
tion Commander to land there and inspeot the field from the point of view
of intensive use by Dakotas.

29, I then proceeded to Headquarters 2nd T.A.F. and discussed the
position with S.A.S«0. and AcOcAe Both were happy to base the squadron
temporarily forward and agreed to the control of operations by 83 Group.
A0eA. said that the fuel position was better since a petrol trein had just
been reported to have arrived. They pointed out the difficult position 2nd
TA e aml 21t Army Groups were in, being deprived of nearly all air trens-
port during the airborne phase, and hoped that more resources would soon be
put at their disposal.

~ 30e SeAdS«0. agreed to my sending forward a liaison officer so long
a8 he was clearly responsible to A.0.C. 83 Group. He had talked to Air
Vice Xarshal Broadhurst about the use of Typhoons for supply and agreed
that they were the better anawer.




3l. Before leaving for U.K. I sent W/Cdr. DUDGEON forward to report .
t0 A«0.C. 83 Group; and then proceed to Headquarters 30 Corps for temporary
liaison duties. ‘

/8/ Le Dearvell
/t/ L. DARVALL

A/Cae
26/9/4
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L - ANNEX No. 5

AIR SUPPORT ACTIVITY
IN CONNECTION WITH OPERATION
"MARKET"

1. Erior to D day.

Over 250 Lancasters and Mosquitoes of Bomber Commend (Br) attacked
enemy airfields night of D=1l. One hundred aircraft attacked coastal batter-
ies and shipping in Dutch Islands area morning of D day, dropping 500 tons
with good results. Airfields end enemy installations in ARNHEN/DEELEN area
attacked by Eighth Air Force heavies prior to D day.

2. Ddaye

Two hundred eighty-one aireraft of Bomber Command mede diversion-
ary and countermeasure sweeps. '

Eight hundred twenty-one of 875 B-~17s hit flak batteries and enemy
installations in Holland, dropping 3139 tons G.P. and frags on 117 assigned
targets and EINDHOVEN Airfield from 8,000 to 22,000 feet. Air opposition
nil, Flak moderate and inacourate ARNHEM, MNeager and inaccurate WEERT and
NIJMEGEN. Two B-17s lost to flak, Results 117 assigned targets: 43 good;
24 fair; 50 poore One hundred forty-one of 153 P-51s flew escort ocover for
bombers. No air opposition. No claims, One P-51 lost, unknown.

_ Five hundred and three of 550 aircraft (201 P-47s
36 P-38s, 313 P-Shg escorted airborne formations, bombed and strefed flak

positions. One hundred seventy-two airoraft dropped 44.5 tons frags on AA
and miscellsneous ground targets. Two groups met enemy aircraft; one group
engaged 15 MB 109s north of WESEL,.another group, 15 Pw. 190s southwest of
WESEL. Claims 7=0-O~ air ==1-0-0=- ground.
1 to enemy airoraft, 2 category "E", 7 to other causes).

Strafing and bombing:

Claims

AA Positions
Box cars
Trucks
Locomotives
Tanks
Barges
Staff cars
Barracks
Factories

Bridges
Ares_support (ARAF)

Two hundred sixty-eight Spitfires, 67 Tempests, 36 RAF Mustangs
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Loss of 8 P-478, 8 P-518 (6 to Aa,

h— Ty i




mzde cannd attacks on barges, motor vehicles, flak positions. One Mustang
miering,

Fifty Nosquitoes, 48 Mitchells, 24 RAF Bostons attacked barracks at
ARNEEM, NIJVEGEN, EDE. Four tons He.E. on NIJKEGEN, 27 tons He.E. on ARNHEM,
Bursts seen among buildings. Three missing, flek - four damaged.

Night 17/18 September. Nine Mosquitoes on defensive patrols over
Alrborne areas Holland, Nil,

Fighter-bomber rte Three hundred ninety of 415 airoraft dis-
patched (99 P-47s, 31% P-51s) provided support for First Allied Airborne
Army. JSombed, strafed, escorted C-47s. Bight and nine-tenths tons frag
and thosphorus bombs dropped by 49 aircraft on 37 flak positions and other
targets--ygood resultse One hundred single-engine enemy airoraft in two
main ccrcentrations encountered. Claims 29-0-1, Losses 3 P=47s, 4 P-5ls
(2 %o flak, 5 to unknown causes).

Bombi St
Clajmg Destroyed Dempged
AA Positions 33 4
N Half tracks 5 0
Radaxr Stations 1l 9
Ammuni tion trucks 10 1l
Staf'f cars 2 -
Bugsses 1l -

Special operations. Two hundred forty-six of 252 B-24s dropped
supplizs to airborne in 3 assigned areas--good results. Escort by 192 of
193 fighterse Epnemy esircraft opposition nil. Fifty-nine fighters dropped
10.5 tuns frags on flak positionse Two groups strafed rail and road treffic.
Flak was moderete to intense, accurate, light and S.A. fire. Bouber losses
16, fignters 21--2ll to flak.

Rombing and Straf

Clalms Destroyed Domaged
AA positions 6 12
Locomotives 7 -
Trucks 3 16
Railroad cars 20 1
0il Trucks 1 98
Staff cars 5 -
Flek cars - 3
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£hoto Reoces Seven F-5s and 1 Mosquito. No Losses.

Genopel Area Supporte Two hundred sixty-two Spitfires, 48 Tempests,
36 RAF Mustangs. No enemy aircreft combats. Attacks made on flak positions,
flak barges, other ground targets,

Night 18/19 September. Two Mosquitoes carried out defensive patrols

over airborne arees.

4 D.plus 2 dayp,

One hundred seventy-two of 182 P-51s escorted airborne. Forty plus
Ke. 109s engaged near ARNHEK. Thirty plus Fw. 190s engaged same area. Thirty
Plus single-engine fighters neer WESEL, Twenty to thirty single-engine
fighters near IJSSELSTEIN. Claims 23-1-l4. ILosses 9 P-51s (7 unknown, 1 flak,
1 cresh landing). :

Footo umissjons. Twenty-three aircraft dispatcheds Two F-5s, 1
Spitfire, 1 Mosquito lost.

Ni 19 Se » Thirty-eight Kosquitoes dispatched on enemy
movements WALCHEREN/SCHELDT areas Twenty-seven attacked--7 tons H.E. and 117
flares on ¥/T, barges, trucks. One crashed on return killing crew,

Area Support, Two hundred one Spitfires and RAF Mustangs. Enexy
aircraft encountered, Claims 2-2-0, Losses one aircraft mi ssinge

5. D plus 3 days.

Six hundred forty-four of 679 fighter aircraft dispatched escorted,
strafed and bombed. No enemy aircraft encountered. (470 P-51s, 183 P-47s,
26 P-38s) 11 Squadron P-47s equipped 143 1lbs rockets attacked flak positions,
fair results. Poor visibility hampered fighters, fighter-bombers. Two of i
groups prevented from bombing. Including rockets, 47 tons dropped. Light,
intense flak encountered. Five aircraft lost (2 unknown, 1 mechanical fail-
ure, 2 cresh landed). Claims nil,

Bombing and Strafing
Cleips Destroyed Damaged
AA positions 1 2
Flak cars 1 -
Trucks 4 -
Horse drawn vehicles 2 -
Buses 1 -
Trucks 1l -
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Photo Recces Six F-5s ARNHEK/NIJVEGEN area., All returned safely.

Night 19/20 September. Twenty-two Mosquitoes attacked barges,
river crossings, troop movements east to EMMERICK,

Ground Supporte Thirty-six Mustangs and 16 Spitfires abandoned
patrols SUFPPORT GROUND FORCES BECAUSE WEATHER NIJMEGEN ares.

Special rte Two hundred fifty-five fighters of AEAF (Spits,
Typhoons, RAF Mustangs) operated but made few attacks acoount weather.
Good bomb results on one enemy strong point.

6. D plus & deys.

Ninety of 95 fighters (71 P-47s, 24 P-5ls) supported airborne
operations. One group bombed flak positions. Ten other groups held by
weather, Haze and overceste down to 100 yards recalled group of P-Hls,

One group P-47s Jettisoned frags in Channel. Enemy aircraft resistance
stronge Two P-47 groups met over 50 Xe. 1098 and Fw 1908 NIJNEGEN-LUCHEM
area. Some enemy aircraft attacked as other flew top cover. Square wing
tip Fw. 1908 seen. Bnemy pilots scemed experienced end skiliful., Conmbats
from 10,000 feet down to decke Cleims 20-0-2, Losses 4 P-47s, all to enemy
eircraft. Intense, light flak in all enemy held batitle areas.

Photo Recce. Two F-5s on P/R. Both returned safely.

Area Supporte One hundred fourteen Spitfires, 21 RAF Kustangs
sighted 18 enemy aircraft. Resulting combat 3 Fw 190s damaged. Poor weather.

7+ D glus i Mgo

Seventy-seven of 79 fighters (sweeps over ARNHEX area). No enemy
aircraft encountereds All back safely.

Photo Recce. Seven P/R aircraft over battle area in Holland. No
losses.

8. D Plus 6 days.

Five hundred fifty-nine of 586 Eighth Air Force fighters (136 P-47s,
410 P-51s, 40 P-38s) supported airborne operations near NIJKEGEN, These
groups assigned to attack flak positions. Forty-three aircraft dropped 10.4
tons frags on AA and miscellaneous ground targets with good results., Re-
mainder escorted and strafed ground positions. Enemy airoraft opposition
approximately 185 Fwe 1908 and Me. 109s. Three groups hsd combat, 4 other
groups sighted enemy aircraft but did not engage, Claims 27-2-6, Losses
13 P=478, 12 P-518 (3 to intense flak; of 17 missing, 12 believed safe in
friendly territory).

Bombﬂlghand Straf}g
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Claims Destroyed Domaged
AA positions 18 17
Trucks 23 2
Tanks 3 1
Vehicles i l
9. D plus 7 dayge

Photo Recges Two F=5s covered ARNHEM/NIJMEGEN. Both failed to
return. Seventy-nine Typhoons, 35 RAF Xustangs operated REDA/
GORINGHEM areas.,

Bonbing and Strafing
Claing Restroyed Demaged
Locomotives 7 7
KR Trucks 47 2
Treins 2 1l
WT 3 6l

One Typhoon missing.

Twenty-two R.P. Typhoons provided support for ground forces ARNHEX
area attacking successfully infantry, mortar positions and headquarters
building, One hundred twenty-seven Spitfires, 12 RAF Mustangs flew defensive
sorties without incident.

Night 2/25%. Six Mosquitoes on recce over Holland. Forty-nine
Xosquitoes harrassed enemy movement between RHINE and KAAS Rivers.

10. D plus 8 days.

Sixty Spitfires and 36 RAP Kustangs provided escort for 33 Dakotas.
Fifty enemy aircreft encountered ARNHEM aree. Forty enemy aircraft flying
east near HENNEIO, Claims 2 Fw. 190s, 2 Xe. 1098 destroyed; 2 Fw. 190s
damageds Losses two Mustangs.

Defensive Patrole Seventy-three Spitfires patrolled. One missing,
Twenty-one Mustangs and 11 Kosquitoes. XKosquitoes destroyed 1 He, 111 in
ARNHEM ares.

Special Supporte Fifty-four Mitchells and 24 RAF Bostons dis-
patchede Seventy-four aircreft attacked 5 enemy gun and mortar positions in
support of ground forces. One hundred thirteen tons H.E. dropped. Six

" Mitchells attacked by 12 Fw. 190s. Claims 2 Fw. 190s probebles. Losses 2

¥itchells and 1 Boaston missing.
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Ehoto Recge. One P-5 operated West of NIJKEGEN and returned
safely.

1. D plus 9 days.

Three hundred twenty of 336 fighters (173 P-47s, 96 P-5ls, 67
P-388) flew sweeps and escort for airborne operations. Two groups included
from Ninth Air Forces Encountered approximately 50 Meo 1098 and Fw, 190s
in MUNSTER/HALTERN area. Ensuring combat claims 32-1-3 for loss of 2 (1
P-38 to unknown cause, 1 P-51 category "E" deamage). Other groups swept area
uneventfullye

Reccge Nine F-58 out. Some in battle areas of Holland,
Two were intercepted, 1 by 4 enemy aircraft, the other by eight enemy air-
craft=-both evaded safely. All returned to bases.

12, Dﬂm 10 Mlo

Three hundred thirty-five Spitfires, 247 Typhoons and 93 RAF
Mustengs operated in ARNHEM/NIJMEGEN/APELDOORN area. Number of combats
in ARNHEK ares., Forty-one enemy aircraft destroyed, 2 probables, 16 dem-
agede Six more enemy aircraft destroyed on ground, 3 damaged on ground.

Additional claims Destroyed Dempged
/T 21 37
Locomotives 4L 22
Trucks 55 70

Six Spitfires and 4 other aircraft missing.

Other Supporte During day 66 Spitfires, 14 Tempests on fighter
operations over Hollande Two locomotives destroyed, meny trucks attacked
with cannon--sirikes seen. Two Spits and 1 Tempest missing,
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NOTES BY A.0.C. NO« 46 GROUP ON VISIT
T0 BEIGIWK AND HOLLAND. .94 -
2he Fobide

l. As a result of the difficulty of obtaining information as to the
tactical situation in the battle areain Northern Holland, and of the
casualties which the Group was incurring in their re-supply operations of
the 1lst Airborne Division, I decided to visit the scene of operations,
endeavour to arrange that better tactical information was aveilable, and
to appreciate the problem on the spot. :

2, I arrived at Brussels Airport at about 1630 hours, and proceeded
straight to Headquerters, 2nd T.AJF. where I saw S.A.S.0. and A.0.C. Both
appreciated the diffioulties of attempting to get a true tactical picture
of the position in the United Kingdom, and of the embarrassment that it
was to No. 85 Group being excluded from operations over the battle aree,
for vital periods, while airborne resupply was taking place. Both appre-
ciated the difficulties of laying on re-supplies from the West of England
to Holland when the weather was difffcult, and it was difficult for
rendezvous to be made with Fighters with any accuracy over the area,

S+ I suggested that we should be wise to base a Squadron in the
Brussels area, where it should be able to get the latest available infor-
mation and be provided with intimate fighter ocover by No. 83 Group, all
of whese pilots knew the ares, and where close co-operation, without which
success is difficult, oan be obtaineds It was agreed that this was very
desirable the only difficulty being likely to be the supply of aviation
fuel in sufficient quantity. SubJject to that being available or being
brought in by air, it was agreed that a Squadron should be moved in as
soon as practicable.

4o S.AS.0. 2nd T.A.F. drafted a Signal to AB.AF., C.A.T.0.R., and
46 Group recommending the move forward of a Squadron, and ssking for air
transport to be made available to assist the move. It was clear, from a
visit to the Operations Room, and discussions with the Operations Officers,
that very little up-to-the-minute information was available in Brussels,
and that in order to get the picture, it would be necessary to visit Head-
quarters, 83 Group.

5¢ Accordingly, I drove to Louvain the next morning early to contact
the A.0.C, and S.A.3.0. No, 83 Group. It was ascertained that since No. 83
Group was not concerned in any way in the airborne operations, they had
little lmowledge of the position in the Nijmegen area. This meant a flight
of something like 90 miles over country mainly in enemy hands and the enly
safe way to do it was to fly at tree-top height over the rvad, along which
transport colunns were being moved forward, and which was controlled to
some extent by British tanks and armoured carse
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6 Accordingly, S«A.S.0. laid on an Auster aircraft and pilot, and I
left in poor visibility and low cloud at about 1000 hours.

7. Ve reached the emergency Auster strip, made by the lst Airborne
Corps about 2 miles south of NiJjmegen town at 11.30, after having appre-
ciated how narrow the safe corridor was, because when on one or two occa-
sions, owing to bad visibility we deviated from the roadtop, we attracted
the unpleasant attention of hostile machine guns.

8+ I proceeded from the strip straight to Headquarters, No. 50 Corps,
where I met the GeS. and subsequently the G.0.C. Lieut. Genersl Horrocks.
Both appreciated the vulnerability of the transport aircraft attempting to
re-supply the cut-off 1lst Airbornme Division, and both expressed admiretion
for the courage and determination of the crews who were flying in supplies,.

9¢ We laid on medium artillery fire against the eneny flak artillery
positions, so that later in the evening there would be support for the re-
supply aircraft from the ground as well as Fighters. It was appreciated by
everyone the advantage that would follow the establishment of an Air Force
Iiaison Officer in the forward area, who could get the Tramsport and Fighter
Squadrons employed on this duty intimately briefed with the latest situation.

10s It was appreciated nowhere south of the 30 Corps area quite how
tenuous was the hold on the road. A small area was held by our forces in
the Nijmegen district. North of Eindhoven, we literally held nothing but
the road itself until the bridge over the Maas River was reached, and then
the area occupied by the 30 Corps re-inforced by the 101 Airborne Division
was only about six miles wides The whole of it was under shell-fire from
Germean positions to the North and East.

11. I then proceeded to Headquarters of the Airborne Corps where 1
met General Browning, and his Chief of Staff. They explained the position
in which the 1st Airborne Division was, as far as was then known, and stated
that they had very few messages from them, but it seemed as if the 1lst Para-
troop Brigade which had at one time captured the Bridge intact, had been
eliminateds It also seemed as if the rest of the lst Airborne Division were
in a bad way, and were restricted to an area of about 1,000 yards x 1,000
yards West of Arnhem, which was continually under mortar, machine-gun and
artillery fire. Everyone expressed their admiration for the crews of the
supplying aircraft. In spite of the fact that quite a large number were
being shot down in flames no following crew ever showed any sign of falter-
ing. They appreciasted the difficulty of communications and were only too
anxious that a better system should be laid on if possible.

12. I discussed both with the Airborne Corps and 30 Corps the question
of using Fighters for dropping supplies, and thus cutting our losses down to
a minimum, and both were only too anxious to meke our task less hazardous
and more certain.
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13. I went back to the Strip immediately on leaving the Airborne Corps,
to get back by air to 83 Group. Unfortunately some 30 miles back down the
road we ran into German opposition. The aircraft was hit, and we had to land
alongside our forward troops. It trenspired that a German column of tanks
and Panzer Grenadiers had reached the road a few minutes after we passed up
during the morning, and had obtained control of 10 miles of it. The only
other two aircraft to fly at that time were shot down, one containing the
Chief of Staff of the 2nd Army, who made his way back to our lines, the
other has not been heard of since.

1. I borrowed & reconnaissance car from the K.D.G. and returned to 30
Corps Headquarters to report the road block. There was no communication
where it had broken to the forward area, It was subsequently confirmed that
the road was blocked; all transport was stopped, and operations were laid on
at both ends of the break to clear it. In consequence I was unable to re-
turn to Headquarters, 83 Group, and therefore, after a Conference with Gen~
eral Harrocks and Browning and Chief of Staff, 2nd Army, I sent a signal
asking for permission to move 575 Squadron from Broadwell to Evere, so that
future re-supplying could teke place under the best possible tactical situ~
ation, with the best information, and possibly at night.

15. Later that evening, I. visited Nijmegen Bridge which had been
captured the night before, and saw some of the fighting going on in that
areas It was extremely interesting to see the tank actions going on with
the local population watching them from the windows of nearby houses, or
from the shelter of trees in the fields, and apparently not being particu~
larly alarmed by the shells and machine-gun fire.

160 At moat of our battery positions which were in action, and on
which enemy shells were falling, women and ohildren were distributing fruit
to the gunners. They seemed to take the whole thing as part of the day's
work.

17. I stayed the night at 30 Corps Headquarters, being forced to re-
main there until the road was open, since with the Germens in ocoupation,
it was not safe to fly back in an Auster. In any event, mine was not avail-
able.

18, I took the opportunity the next morning with the C.R.E. of the
Airborne Corps to do a reconnaissance for the landing grounds in the vicin-
ity, for I realized that if the road was likely to be blocked for any length
of time, we would be in a very unfavoureble position in the near future,
owing to lack of petrol and ammnitions They were low as it was, ammunition
for the artillery being to below 300 rounds per gun, nothing nearer than
Eindhoven some 60 miles to the rear, and the Cermans in occupation of the
road in between.

19 We found an excellent area which had in fact been under prepere-
tion by the Germans as a Fighter Airdrome Just West of Graves Bridge. We
gave orders for it to be marked out, and a strip 1,00 yards long and 100
yaxds wide was easily available. To the East, there was another area which
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only required the removal of some wire fencing to make it immediately aveil-
able.

20, It was an interesting experience to undertake a reconnaissance in
a Jeep, with a Tompy-gun, with no troops between you and the enemy, and the
prospect of meeting an enemy patrol at the next corner, but the Army seem
quite used to this, and they show no concern whatever, except keeping a
good look out, not letting the engine stop, and keeping their Tommy-guns
handy. We even stopped to pick mushrooms in a field about 7 miles outside
the perimeter. I must say I was glad to get into it again.

21. On returning to 30 Corps Headquarters, we reported the position
of this field by Signal, and had a Conference with Generals Browning and
Harrocks, discussing the results of the Airborne and Armmy operations up
to date. Unquestionably, the 82nd and 10lst American Airborne Divisions
admirably supported by 30 Corps had been most successful in capturing the
vital briges which were their objectives. The Bridge at Ni jmegen in par-
ticular, which the 82nd captured, supported by tanks of the Ge Armoured
Division was a great achievment, the main span being something more than
1,000 fto long, and the river a most formidable obstacle. As far as the
bridge at Arnhem was concerned, it wea clear that insufficient proviaion
had been made for the taske It would have to be borne in mind in future,
that when an Airborne force was landed for an operation of this kind,
sufficient troops must be made available, not only for achieving the
obJective itself, but also for securing the D.Z. for re-supply. It was
also most important that a link up on the ground should be made as soon
as possible as opposition was bound to build up and re-supply in the face
of massed flak was not only expensive but of ten unsuccesaful.

22. The first Airborne Division proved to be insufficiently strong
to achieve elither result, and in consequence resupply hed %o continue in
the face of increased flak opposition, and large numbers of transport
casualties had to be accepted in consequence.

25, It was also considered that although it was certainly right to
lay on the airborne operation from England as it was, with the tactical
support of the United States 8th and 9th Forces, resupply, after surprise
has been lost, is so much more complicated a matter, that it can only
effectively be laid on by the local Air Coumender on the spot, who can
Judge the position from time to time, and who can arrange for the intimete
Fighter co-operation that is necessary. We watched the dropping of the
resupplies to the Divisional area at 1700 hours. It was most impressive,
but I was inclined to think "c'est magnifique, mais ce n'est pas la guerre".

2se On the completion of the dropping, it was reported that the rved

was open. Accordingly the Corps Commander arranged for a Jeep to take me
back to Headquarters, No. 83 Group, Bourg Leopold.
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25, 1t was an interesting experience to drive back along the road so
lately the scene of battle, in the failing light, and to meet burning
vehicles, houses etc. and tanks and guns at instant resdiness. A Jeep
seemed a particularly defenceless vehicle in the stretches of rosd between
the occupied positions, and we were glad to reach Bourg Leopold and Head-
quarters 83 Group after a drive of some 60 - 70 miles, at about 2130 hours.

26, The position was discussed with Air Vice Karshal Broadhurst and
his S.A:S.0s The A0.C. said that he had his Typhoon winga oqld.pped for
supply dropping and that he would willingly undertake such work if he was
asked t0 do it. He was sure that that was the right way to tackle such a
Problemes No one far from the battle could have the best and most up to date
tactical information, and supply in such circumstances needed intimate touch
between the fighters and the supplying aircraft, either Typhoons or Dakotas.
We agreed that I should send forward a liaison officer to 30 Corps to keep
him in the picture and that he would organize resupply operations including
the provision of Typhoons if necessary, keeping in touch with 0.C. 111 Wing
at EVERE.

27. He pointed out how unsatisfactory it had been from his point of
view being forbidden to operate over the battle area during the periods
when resupply was in progress. He also referred to the proposal to use the
forwerd airfields now being made at Eindhoven and Graves for further trans-
port work since that would prevent the establishment forward of the fighter
wings and thus deprive the forward txvops of effective fighter cover ami
close support. It waz for the Army Commander to decide what he-wanted most,
but he could not guarantee effective cover at the ranges now involved and
the Luftwaffe was showing signs of being more aggressive.

28, I returned to Brussels by Auster the following morning, briefed
575 Squadren for their resupply mission to GRAVES, and instructed the Sta~-
tion Commander to land there and inspeot the field from the point of view
of intensive use by Dakotas.

29, I then proceeded to Headquarters 2nd T.A.F. and discussed the
position with S.A.S.0. and A«0.A, Both were happy to base the squadron
temporarily forward and agreed to the oontrol of operations by 83 Group.
AO.A. 33id that the fuel position was better since a petrol trein had just
been reported to have arrived. They peinted out the difficult position 2nd
T.AFo aml 218t Army Groups were in, being deprived of nearly all air trens-
port during the airborne phase, and hoped that more resources would soon be
put at their disposal.

30s SeA«S«0¢ agreed to my sending forward a liaison officer so long
as he was clearly responsible to A.0.C. 83 Group. He had talked to Air
Vice Karshal Broadhurst about the use of Typhoons for supply and agreed
that they were the better anawer.
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31. Before leaving for U.K. I sent W/Cdr. DUDGEGN forward to report '
t0 A+«0.Ce 83 Group; and then proceed to Headquarters 30 Corps for temporary
liaison duties. ‘

/s/ L. Darvall
/%/ Lo DARVALL

A/Cde
26/9/ls
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/(\ \9"\ AcFelUs 230, U. S¢ Army
(J‘ \ In the fleld

24 Gctoder 1944

PART I - 17 September to 24 Septemder 1344.

506%h Farachute Iafantry emplaned im three 1ifts at LAHGAR and FULBICK

.nirnoldn. England, at 1000 hour, 17 September 1544. The weether was cloudy

vith 2 eeiling of 1000 feet over the flelds. The three liftis flew in lov
scattered clouds over ENGLAXD, but breke iato the clear whea they reached the
REOLISE CHALLEL. After departure from IEOLAND the westher was clesr and wera.

fhe flight reached the Dutch comst on schedule, and all check paints $0

4hs DI ware crossed 2t the scheduled time. JNo eneay fighterappositioa was en-

countersd.. Jome scattersd flak wes emcoumtered at the lemdfsll on the Dutch

" comste After leaving the coast of HOLLAET behisd no more flak was. encountered

until fifteen minutes before drop $ime. The last of fifteen minutes of the
f£1ight wvas mede through intense light and heavy flak. Machine gun, 20mm and
88mm fire was clearly viniblc. Casualties smoas the parachutists from AL fire
were light.

The regiment juzped in the folloving order - lst En, 2nd B, 2rd 5a, oa
Dz *T%, 2000 yards morth of GRORJEREK, NOVJAND, 1st and 2nd Bas wers dropped
on the DZ., 3rd Bn was dropped 700 yards southesst of the DZ. Lifts were
bunched on the drop faciliteting prempt assembly.

Initial enemy resistance on the DZ wag negligidle, amounting to fire from
a fev widely scettered AA crews and soms isolated lsder troopn. Gensrally, the
asaendly wvas mede vithout enemy iaterferencs.

Drop time wae 1328, 17 Septemder 44. All unite wers 90 percent assssdled
and emroute to objectives by 1500 hour. The lst and Ird Bns had captured their
objectives at 1855 hour, 17 September 44. The 2ad En met nore dctmi»nu! re~"
sistance and was on its odjective st 2030 hour. 17 Septemder 44.

Froa this point on the actioa of each battelien constitutes s separate u—
count and will de givea belov. . j

- JabJatiallant 17 September te 34 Septesber 1944

The 188 Battalion, 508th Parschute Infantry, cemmanded by Lt. Colensl
Shields ¥Warres, Jr.., landed on DZ *®* (765885) and sssembled rapidly. The
battalion had moved to and occupied its assigned initial objective in the vi-
cinity of BB PLORG (725594) by 1830 hour, five hours after landimg. Ihis oper-
ation inwsived a march through ememy territory to am odjective thre¢ miles froa

.the .mu ares.

At 2030 hour, 17 September, Companies A and B moved into the town of
KIJMEGES, to selse the road dridge acress the WAA'. RIVER, while Company C re-
xained in position holding the high gréund at DE PLOES upon entering the towm
Companies &4 and B met strong resistance from the snemy garrison supported by
armored vehicles. The attack vas made with no prior reconnaissance, based om.
informetion from Dutch civilians that BIJHEGRE wes prastically defemseless.
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. Aﬂu' tvo hours of street ﬂghtiic in' the dark, the ection had bdecome local-

ised to platoons, squads, and over smaller groups.

e aight of D Day, 17 September, fousd the 1st Bn deployed as follews:
Ba CP ia the vicinity of 7231891. Company A follawed by Company B, sttackiag to
selse the NIJMEORE highwsy bridge, had resched ard was fighting in the parkwy
at 716628. A platoen of Companmy C plus the Bn 8-2 Sectien, by a differeat route
and at an earlier hour had adwanced to and fought ia the same parkwey. This
unit returnsd to Compsay C sad the Ba CP respectively at 0800 heur, 18 Septemder.
Company C, less one platoom, was in bastalion reserve in the viciaity of she
Bn CP.

After bditter street fighting during the night 17-18 September, Company 3
had pushed through ths Compaay A position to viciaity 7086231 by daylight.
Shortly after dawva Company A was 1a the process of reorgaamising to push the
attack to the final objective vhen a strong German attack developed oa the
south regimental flank in the WILER area. 7Ths Germans were alresdy deginnisg
to overrun the glider landing seme there. At 0800 hour 1lst Bn was ordered %o
send Company C to the vicimity of GROOTE VI.IERENEERG (747584) to held the high
ground at that poiat and to secure a lime of deperture for s coatemplated
counter-attack to clear the landing soms. Compeay A and the Slmm mortar platoea
returaed $o0 the X PLOEG ares, reorgsaized, and moved out to ths southeast pre-
pared to either attack to elear the landing sone or to move east and attack the
N1JMEGLX pridge in conjunction with Company G which was making good progress
towards the bridge from the socutheast. Compsny 3 remained ia possession of the
park at 7186286,

By tais time Ceptain Adams and a platoon of Company A, still in NIJMEGEN,
had reached and destroyed what is believed to be the control room for the de-
molition of the bridge. Captailn Adsms and this platoen were cut off, surrounded,
and remained in NIJMIOZX, eventually rejoining their dattalion on 22 Septemder.
During the time they were cut off, this force wvas fighting constantly, eagaging »
superior German force. :

On the glider landing some Company D was engaged im Ditter fighting with a
mch larger German forece. By 1100 hour, 18 September, the snemy had surrounded
Company D and was threatening to overrun the regimental supply dump. The regi-
mental 5~4 had organized the supply personnel into & fighting unit and was
evacuating his supplies under enesy fire. The sericusasss of the situation
necessitated prompt and foroeful sssion. ,

The 1st 3z was ordered to attagck without delay to drive the eamexy froa the
landing zone with the KAMP-LAGRWALL road-the battalion objective. Oompany B
moved from HIJMEGEN to DE PLOES to rejoin She remsinder of the battalioa. From
there Colonel Warrem moved his unit to the line of departure at GHOOT: VLIERENe
BERG, pow secured %y Company C.

At 1230 hour the battalion attacked, Companies B and C abreast, Coapeny ©
on the right. 7The Cf group followed ia the center at 300 yards, with Compeny A

‘\ following Company B at 400 yards, ia battalion reserve. Emerging from ths woods

600 yasrds northwest of VOXNIL, the eompanies snsountered heavy small armb fire
but quiekly pushed beyond the first high ground. A 3a OPF was established ia the
vielnity of 762676. Contimuing the attack ad a rua, Companies 3 and C cleared
enamy apposition in the vicinity of VOXHIL-VOSSEEDAAL, 7787. Company A, less
ons squad which cleared the high ground on the left flaak (vic of 764583),
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“pushel raplily up YAIDORAAF ROAD %o the vicimity of VOSSESLAAL-WILZR (78188%).
::;‘ 1s% Bn selsed 1ts odjective at 14CO hour, as the gliders were coming ia te

Is this action the dattalion killed approximately 50 OGermens and captured
149. The battalion aleo neutralised 16 20mm guns which had been firing on the
landing sene. Up to this point losses were light, due to the speed of she st~
tack. (Pour VIA 1in the CP group, two KIA and five VIA in the rifle companies).

Two squads on the left flamk in the vioinity of 763583 reperted that am
indefiaite musber of Jermans were moving from the viciaity of ALTHORST (767887).

The 2a GO bhad Company A organise a defensive position ia the vicinisy of
the high ground 200 yards northeass of the VALDGRAAY ROAD near 763583. Com-~
pany B ocoupled the high grouad im the viclaity of VOXHIL, 767873-768587. All
coupenies satadlished an outpost aystem 200 to 800 yards in freamt of the MIR
before dark. 3n CP was established ia vicinity of 757675. Compeay C made

contast on the right flaak with the 505th Parachute Infantry ia the vicinitny
of KANP (782563). : : : ’ SR

During the night and early the mext moraing the lime was extended to vi-~
sinity of PEUFELS BEERG (764897) - ALPRORST (767587) ~high grouad (763883) =
high ground (766576), with a plaseon roadblock at WYLER and a point at 778580.
Company E took over the VOXHIL area on the right flaak.

Prinsipal features of this series ef quickly changing events wers!

(1) The excellent contrel of all echslons of the battalien from the

time of the drop throwgh the period of this narrative.

(s) The rapid sovemsat t0 and occupation of the first ocbjective.

(b) The daylight withérawl from the town ia the face of Jerman
resistanse. :

(c) The rapid move t0 a directionslly oppesite ebjoctive.

(4) The attack from the correct area after a 2000 yard deployed
march, such of it through heavy woods.

(e) The dashiang attack, almost on a rum, for 1000 to 1200 yards
in the face of 20mm, 40mm, and smell arms fire.

() The prompt resrganisation and movement without caswalty $o0 a
chosen defense Yiang, follewed by prompt ocutpesting and digging

in. : .

(3) The excellent timing in employment of the battalion reserve for
exploitation of a recling enemy on the landing zone.

(3) The rapid decisions and orders of the Ba CO, who after an sll might
street fight, throughout the next day, vigorously led the dattaliea _
on a rapid approach march followed by a fast astack and reorgeaisa- 1
tien. : . '

(4) The mevis-thriller sight of landiag gliders on the LS as the deployed
peratresps chased the laat of tre Germanms from their 16 20ma guas.

Ay 1530 hours oa the 19th 00 Company A (Lt Folley commandiag in the abseace of
Captain Adams, vho was still fighting in NIJMEGKN) was alerted for aa attack
on HILL 75.9. Compeay A at this tims comsisted of 3 officers and 42 men from
the origisal cempany plus ar attached platoon of Compeny O mumbering 34 men and
1 officer. At 1600 hours the Bn CO ordered Compamy A to seixe and held EILL

. 76.9 and estadlish 2 readdlock at its base, where the BAD WILER cguseway mst
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ih'-nu' highvey (765898). - )

The atteched platoon of Company G had beea deatern off the hill three times
during the meraing by an estimated company of German paratroepers. ¥“ith the
enexy on the eastera, western amd mortshern slopes of HILL 75.9 Lt. Foley led
his company through the woods, spprosching the crest from the mouth and arrived
at the LD undetected. 200 yards south of the crest Company A deployed and
charged the crest at a run. The Germans on the summit were literslly yslled eut
of their holes, dut recovered on the slepes and fought bitterly from positions
oa the hillside. They counterattasked repeatedly, supported by eizght LiG's, but
the men of Compeny A, fighting from hole to hole, graduslly drove them dowa the
very steep hill.

At 180C hours on the 19th Company A's five light machinme guns were emplaced
on the crest. from where they fired on the Germans ss they fled north acress the
open ground ard southesst dowvn the highwy to WYLIR, A Company lost ten mea
killed (all shot in the hend) and seven woundad. Enemy dead littered the hill~
sides. At the foot of the hill the ememy left three motorsycles. two staff cars,
& truck in running order and amother trusk vhich was damaged, two imtact 20mm
ceanpon with 300 rounds of aamunitien, thirty odd rifles, and most of their mie-
cellanscus individual equipment. At Swilizht the company reorganized end took
up positions in the foxholes vacated by the enexy. Owing to the long bsttalionm
front (spproximetely 2000 yards) Company A was almost isolated from the remain-
dor of the battalion, and it was extremely sasy for the ememy to iafiltrate in
force shrough the wooded hills around the company. During the night, however,

a earrying party of twelve mea under ls. Kelly (Ba $-4) reached the hill with
ammnrition. In the moraing Company C, on Lt. Col. Yarren's order, flushed the
area around DEViL'S HILL, seising 13 prisoners who had fled” from the hilltop
toward HOLLAND instead of into GERMANY durinz the previcus days' sttack. The
prisomsrs evacuated our wounded. Two British M-10s's approsching from the 3rd
3n area, picksd up 18 wounded Germens in the ares who had been unable tc retreat
with their compsay.

At the same time that Companmy A vas completing the capture of dJILL 75.9
Compeny B, less one platoea, was attacking WYLER, After driving out the Oermaa
garrison, estimated at one company, Companmy B quickly reorganized and established
a defensive position and a roadblock at the maia junction in the town. The rosd-
block was Peinforeed with two 57mm AT guns. At daylight the followving morning
four prisoners were captured ‘m the houses or the villags.

At approximately 0800 hour. oa the 30th, a Oerman truck carrying suppliss
and 10 men anprosched the road bleck from the southesst. One of the 57mm guns
fired snd o NG fired on the truck. The truck was dissbled and all except thres
Germens, vho escaped along a road ditch imto the woods, were killed. At abous
0810 a motorcycle approached from the ssme direction. The rider sav the de~
molished truck, turaed and rode away defore he could de killed. At 0845 howrs
eneny infantry, estimated at one company, vas seen moving across the open ground
from southwest to nertheast at s distance of adout 800 yards from the rdadblock.
Zhe exemy wes partially comcealed dy the heavy mist and moved out of sight im
the hedgerows sad ditches towsrds GERMANY. At 0930 hours the readblock rectived
tox rounds from an enexy artillery piece (88mm or 7Smm) located in ZYFILICH,
ORREANY (7859). Artillery fire was sdjusted on the gum position by 300 radie
and no more fire was received fram there. At 0950 hours the roadblock received
fire from two enemy 20mm guns located im ZYFPLICR, gnd from enemy W3's at 792887.
At the same time 1t was ciscovered that troops (estimated two companies of Infam-
try) 'sere advansing from the nortn and mortheast. An artillery barrage vas
ealled for immediately and it broke up the snemy attack om both fromts. Aboud
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