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INTRQODUCTION

I. MARKET us the code ams given to the Air Invasion of HOLLAND by theFirst Allied Airborne Army. Operation MaUET a the seventh najor airborneoperation participated in by Troop Carrier Forces in the Vediterranean Theaterof Opentions and the European Theater of Opera tios under the camnd of lbajorGeneral PAUL L. WILLIAMS. Operation MARC? offered the first privilege for IXTroop Carrier Command to participate in acttal cabat as the Air Tak Force ofthe First Allied Airborne ArWy unde the commnd of Lieutenant General L3115 H.U EU For Operation MUT t General ETON designz ted lbJor General PAMIL. WTILLIA as the Air Thak Force Cownder, placing hunder him all units of IXTroop Carrier Command, 38 and 46 Groaps (W), together t*th bomber aircraft ofEighth Air Force which were utilized for resupply missions. Lieutmnt'Geoneral
F1 A. M. NKMNDC ua desinted Comnder of the Airborne Forces involved.

2. Opeation MARKT represents the largest, to date, of all troop carrieremploymnt in this ur in numbers of troops, tonnage of upplies, equijaent,and overall air effort in one opeation. Itws also the most hazardous fromPoint of view of enemy resistance an eu c apabilities, both air and poutd.The counge, deteriation and high sense of duty of Troop Carrier Comlat Crewsresulted in the highest praise from airborne coanders and others who particitsated* Although ultimate sucess was not achieved as planned due to the inabilityof units of the British 2nd Arly to contact the British 1st Airborne Division atANEW, the entire troop earrier airborne effort me, without a doubt, a sa-gslng blow to the enemy and a severe tkrat to the industrial area of the RUEOperation MARKET was higly successful from a troop earrner point of view. The#erlal delivery of troops and supplies as eecuted with superior efficiency.Los .of aircraftand personnel rested at 2*59 for the total number of sortiesflom. Reclamation of gliders from the coat na uas far higher than in anyprevious operation. itcuation of glider pilots brought out a number of newPossibilities as to their employment in future taskso The air work of IX 1roopCarrier Comnd rem mned at ai high level, heformatin were god, thetmnof intevals, although precise and close, produced a rapid concentration of atr-brne w troops and Imdate saturation of enemy held positions on the r d.

3. Ap in various new ideas for effective employmat of Troop Carrier ForcesRave arisen from experiences ipined in an opera tion* The employment of TropCarrier Forces during daylight hours emerged as a triumpta nt success after Ravingbeen previously conezmed because teared effectiveness of enemy air and puttaction during daylight hours. large nmbers of supporting aircraft providedmperior escort cover and protection from enemy gound installations, Thesesupporting forees deserve ach of the credit for the success of Troop Carrieroperations and are viewed with great adiration by the combat crews of the IX
Troop Carrier Command.

4, It is the intention of this coamand to expeM its eapebilities alonboth the tactineal and nontetieal lines by acquiring C-109 type aircraft inorder to assist in the delivery of pseoline froma the thited Kinn a to the Con-t and at the sam tim, provide opportunity for Trop Carrier crews to

0-1 Smm



to check out on fu-engine aircraft. Two hundred (200) 0-46 type aircraft

have been allocated to the IX Troop Cerrer Comand and will be tactically

employed and the desired proficiency of comlat crews attained.

5. Tests of the CG-l3 gliders are being ocuducted, and it is hoped

these will soon be atilable for tactical mployment.

6. Steady progress and continuous study is being made for employient

of arious types of radar and radio equiiunt for use by pathfinder units and

combat crews.

7. It should be remembered that the experience ined from Operation

MARKET will not necessarily form the pattern for future troop carrier tactical

operations as opportunity tasks ny require different techniques. However, it

usa exptremely gratifying to see the Allied Airborne Army rea ch out across

Germany held HaLLAD and prove its great worth. It has definitely cemented

Troop Carrier and Airborne Troops relation as an Airborne Army and will help

to undertake future tasks with the confidence of experience.
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1. GUIMNKRL

1. Having returned from the Mediterranean Theater after completion of the
invasion of SOUtIElFRU C IX Troop Carrier Coand was im iedately alerted
for a possible airborne mission. he Troop Carrier Tactical Plan for Operation
MAET us an outgrowth of previous coapleted plane for operations not put into
encution because of the rapid mnvement of the Allied Ground Armies. Although
very little ti e us available to plan and stage Operation MA T, clo and
speedy coordination of Troop Carrier and Airborne agencies placed all units
in complete readiness for the operation as well as for thorough briefing of all
cota t crews and troops.

2. Upon receipt of a directive from First Allied Airborne Army, ewng
the general plan of all forces in the operation, the mission of the Troop0arrier
Force, axi the desigration of Airborne Troops plus their task, the Troop Carrier
Ccmander and his staff took imediate action to complete plans.

3. Mssion

a. It uns the intention of the Comnder-in-Chief, 21 Army Group, to
advance North across the MAAS, WAAL and C ERI, f cu a strong bridgehead
North of A and continue operations North into HOLLUI and East aipinet the
REICH. The main axis of the advance as EINUIHOS-GPAVLwNI -M1 AMEM hieh
us allotted to m CORPS.

b. Airborne Corps were to capture and hold cros s over them2
and rivers on Second Army's main axis of advance, frm about 3D1 to in --
elude ANEW. 

1,

c. IX Troop Carrier Con-and, supported by 38 Group, 46 Group (ELF> ad
Eighth Air Force, transported parachute and glider troops art equipment, tqther
tth effecting aerial resupply to British and American Forces.

Hq, British Airborne Corps
let British Airborne Division
5nd (L) Division (Airportable)
let Polish 1krachute Bride
2nd Airlanding Light AA Battery
IAWPW detachments on scale of one per Corps Hq & Division
878th US Airborne Aviation Engineer hattalion
82nd US Airborne Division
101st US Airborne Division
Liaiseon Missions provided by SffiQ
Civil Affh Ire Staff
Detachmn~t Netherlands Army Commandos
Such additional units as are provided by 2nid Etitish Army

to a ssist after the pout forces kae join ed Up.

cmw -1-DI-



b.Li

Headquarters, IX Troop Carrier
Commnd

Rnr Hqs GR4NTIW
Adv. Hq: ASTcRA E

TACTICAL I TS

Hq & Hq Sq IXIVCC
Urntbam

ASSIGNED UTS

203 Mod Dimp Unit
388 Si 8 Co Avn
1224 MP Co. Avn

ATU-WED UNITS

Dot T, 21 Wea Sq
Dot T, j40 Mob Com Sq
Dot B, 32nd SU

Headquarters, 50th TC Wing
Rear Hqa 3E3ITER
Adv. Hqa BAWNM'ON

Eq & Hq Sq 50th TC Wg
Hq, 439th TC Group
Rer Eq s UrfihY
Adv. HqsB&LJ)WCN
91st Tc sq
92 TC Sq
93rd TV Sq

Bar Eqs UJ3Tf (Gr.Ech)
Av. Eqs PaLBC (Air Xo)
95th TC Sq
96th Tc Sq
97th TC Sq
98th TV Sq

^% i8gCo TcWg
205d Rngr F/P Pat
1258th MP 0 o. Less "A'
326th Stu Coup Sq Dot A

2139 ir 7/F Pla t
1198 UP Coo Less 'A"

*4

Dot 1, 21 Wee Sq

Dot ZW 21 Wee Sq

ALLOCATED UNITS

435 QL Piat, 29 ADO

49th
44th
1471
1070
1079
2246

49th
64th
.1472
1070
10719
2246

ServGp Hq (TA)

ord WMCo
Sig CO 1488 'NA0
0f Co Les 'A'
M Trk Co Loss 'A'

Ser Op (T-B)
SorvSq
Ord W Co
Sig Co, Dot A
(p Co, Dot A
01 Trk Co, Dot A
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yil

Eq" 551st TV Grop
Ear %q'aii
A .v Eqt
99th TCOSq
100th 7c Sq
301st TO Sq
3 2dTO Sq

hIlTS

2013 F/F Plat
1258 MP Co. Dt A
315th StaOap Sq lass A

ana
100th Sent op Eq (T.A)
67th Sen Sq
IA68 Ond Hg Go
1061 Bieg Co Lss A
1 2 o, Less A
22SO TlkCo* LemsA

a S S a a 0 a a a e fm ama 1 a a a a a S a a a a a a a a a e a a a e a b a a a a a

Headquartera, .52nd TO Win
Rear Hqt CO XWM

Eq & Hq Sq, q2nd T Wing

Ie 316th TO Group
36th TV Sq
37th TC Sq
44th TO Sq
45th TO Sq
818th

Hq 61gst T Group
Eqs MtUU- E&T
14th TC Sq
15th 7C Sq
.53rdTO Sq
54th TC Sq
817th MA IS

Ej 313th TC Group
Eqs F&XflN-G AM
29th TO Sq
47th, TO Sq'
48th TV Sq
4t9th TO Sq

335 Sig Co T wing

2066 Enr1/? Plt
1185 Np Co, Det A
65hstacompsq

2051 rw F/F Pin t
,1259 P Coo Less A
313th Stn Camp Sq

2014 Eng rF/F Pint
1259 NP Co. Dot A
81st Stn camp Sq

Det NfM, 21 We Sq

Dot 21W Sq

Dotzz 21 We Sq

Dint U, a21WeSq

317th Senv Op.(T.A)
1.t Sn Sq.CPov)

109 (cWot lessaB
2248 QXTrk Cot LesA
1100 Sig Co, Less A

78th Sen O (TA)
302n Sent Sq
1473 Ohrd VWCo
1038 Sig Co
1093 QM CoLegaL
247 'F ?rk Go, Less A

82nd SenOGp (TwA)
383rd Serv Sq
1477 Ord M Co
1040 Sig Co, Less A
~24 Co. Less &
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I° TaTICAL INITS

Hq, 314th TO Group
Hqz s Sa Y
32ra TC Sq
50th TC Sq
61st Tc Sq
62nd TO Sq

Hq, 315th 7 Grcup
Hq: SPANHOR
34th TO Sq
43rd TC Sq
309th TV Sq
310th Tc Sq

Dot U, 2lWea Sq

Dot YY, 21 WasSq

317th Serv Gp (T-B)
357th Serv Sq
2462 Ord M Co
f100 Sig Co, Det A
1069 QU Go, Det B

2143 Eg F/F Pla t
1120 MP Co, Dot A
320th Stn Comp Sq

2053 Engr F/F 1a t
1185 MP Co, Lees A
309th Stn Comp Sq

serv Gp (TB)
Sev Sq
Ord. eU Co
Sig Go, Dot A
Q$ Trk Go, Dot A
Q Co, Dot A

Hedquarterso 53rd TV Wing
llq W OA

Hq & Eq Sq, 53rd TO W6

Hq, 438th T Group
Hq: 'mD CLUON

87th TC Sq
88th TO Sq
89th TC Sq
90th TC Sq
811th MARTS

Hq, 434th TC Grap
Hq3 ALTIUASIN
71st TC Sq
72nd TC Sq
73rd CSq
74th Sq
810 M -fl'S

337 Sig Co, TO Wing

2049 Engr T/F Plat
1183 I Co, Less A

2142Eg F/F Pla t
1229 MP Co, Dt A
97th Stn Comp Sq

Dot SO, 21 VW eSq

Dot 7Z&, 21 Wm Sq

Dot Z7, 21 Wa. Sq

82nd Serv Op (T.B)
97th Ser Sq
1478 Or MS Co
1040 Sig Cos Dot A
1222 Q Co,Dot A
24 QA Trk Co, Dot A

2 M Depot Sup Bn (Prov)
490 QM Dopot Sup Co

318 Serv Op (T-A)
£58t h Serv Sq
l465 OrdWMM Co
1075 SigCo, Less B
1068 gh Co, Less A
2249 QU Trk Co, Less A
1st Air Cargo Resup Det

0
I (ASW

78th
95th
1474
1038

2247
1093

I
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I CT1CAL UT.S

k_. 435th TC Group
Hq'3 WD
7.5th Tc Sq
76th TO Sq
77th TC Sq
78th TC Sq
815th MAlTS

Uq* 436th TV Group

79th TC Sq
80th TCSq
81st TO Sq
82nd TO Sq

Hq, 437th TC Group
Hqe RAsUN83rd TC Sq
84th TC Sq
85th Tc Sq
86th 2E Sq
8uth NUTS

Hqq 7c V Group
Bear Hqz WE ZOYIA D
Adv. Hqz CHILBOLT(2
303rd V sq
304th Tc Sq
305th 7 Sq
306th TC Sq

A&SIGED tInTED

2046 Engr FIT Pt
1120 MP Co, Los A
21stStnCampSq

21 Epg F/F Pin t
1183 NP Go, Dot A
305th Stu Cap Sq

20%4

69th

Engr F/F Plat
MP Co, Less A
Sn Cap Sq

140 Mr oF/F P t
1198 NP Co, Dot A

Dot N, 21 Wee Sq

Dot ZC, 21 We& Sq

Dot OG, 21Wee Sq

Dot G, 21 Wea Sq

1oth Serv Gp (T.a)
13th Serv Sq
1463 Ond MMCo
1099 Sig Go, .Los A
1063 QM Co, l £5A
224 3 OLTrk Co, L.L A
3rd Air Cargo esup Sq.

Leas A

318th ServO p (T-B)
459th Serv Sq
3466 Ord NlCo
1075 SieCGo, Dot B
1068 Go, Dot A,
2249 $1Trk Co,De tA
2nd Air Cargo Resup Dot

10th Srv Op (T-B)
337th Serv Sq
.455 OrdWMC o
1099 Sig Co, Dot A
iO66 Q Go, Dot A
2243 QM Trk Co, Pet A
3rd Air Cargo Resup, Det A

100th Serv p (TaB)
330th Serv Sq
1470 Ord Co

o6. Si5 cog, Dot A
1223 QUCo, Det A
2245 Q Trk Co, Dot A
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IX Troop Carrier Pathfinder Group (Prov)
Hq: CHAIOROVE

TACTICAL UNITS

Hq, IX TC P/F Gp (Prov)
Uqa CHALaROVE
1st P/F Sq (Prov)
2nd P/F Sq (Prov)
3rd P/F Sq (Prov)
4th P/F Sq (Prov)

ASS ED I UTS

2011 Engr / P Pat
1183 MP Co, Det B
62nd Stn Ocamp Sq

ATTACHED UNITS

Det WW, 21 Wo Sq

ALLOCATED UNITS

204th Med Dip Unit
37th Mob R & &RSq

IX Troop Crrier Service Wing (Prov)
Hq: NWTI WITHAM

33rd Air Depot Or up
33rd Depot Bcair Sq
33rd Depot Supply Sq
876 sig Depot co
19f Ord U Co
45th Vpply Plat
433 Q1iPUat AJO
2207 (P Trk Co
1360 mp Co
29th Air Depot Goup
16th Depot Beiair Sq
96th Depot Supply Sq

151 Ord mCo
918 Sig Repair Co
1254 QV Trk Co
321stcSta OacuSq

OBOO)XHAM CQLQ$K

3ji MobBI &B71Sq
26 mob 3R& R Sq
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f
TLTIAL UaTS ASSIGNED UNITS

UNITS I
308th Stn Camp Sq
202ndMo dDsp Unit

C1ILBOLTCN

67th Stn Camp Sq
205th Mod Dijsp Unit

38 Group, Tranuport Command
RBF

EARLS (DIM

296th Sqadron
297th Sqsdra

RIVARRIL

295th Squadron
570th Squadron

GRFAT DtRAM

190th Squadron
620th Squadron

raTHsRwIED

196th
299th

298th
644th

Squidron
Squadron

S0 dron
Squadron

TAJRANT RUSNK

a

Ef'

IX Troop rrier Srvice Win (Prov)
CRAM fDOWN

k) 4
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46 Group, Tinspcrt Coimand
RAF

BROADWELL

TACTICAL IJNITS

512th Squadron
575th Squadron

ASSIGNED UNITS ATTAHED UNITS ALLOCATED UNITS

DOWN AMPY

48th Squadron
271st Squadron

iAEMIIL FAW

233rd Squadron

IX Troop Carier Commund
Ns. asaL,/c No. & tIe uliders

50th Troop C!,rier Wing
52nd Troop Carrier Wing
53rd Troop Carrier Win,
Pathfinder Group (Prov

38 Gxoup (RAF)

46 Giroup (PUF)

Eighth Air Force (US)

1274 C-47

191 Stirling
65 Halifax
65 Albenarls

164 Ce47

252 B-24

tsr

r

I I

2160
104

I

co-$
Hors

Hors
Hamilcar
CG-4A

Horse

552
64
9

260

'4 w~$
41

I
it
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S Commn an! Control

a.The Advanced Cormand Post, established at EASTIOTE, was used by the
Air 0 ommnnders concerned as a Combined Headquarters from which point all activi-
ties were directed.

b. All finl decisions as mto route, air suppo~rt and weather were uado
by the Comnanding General, First Allied Airborne Army, tbrough his G-3, co-ordin-
ated through Cozbined Neadqarters at ASTOTE.

l Procedure for the development of the Thctical Plan for this operaticn
us that after an initial study of the suitability and capabilities of IX Troop,
Carrier Gomand, as applies to this particular problem, a coordirating confer-
ence was called of all Air and Airborne 0 omanders concerned. At this initial
meeting the overall problem us studied and both Air and Airborne Comunders
voiced their opinions as to the initial study prepared by IX Troop Carrier Cc-
and. Usually it is possible to decide staging airfields, serial conposition,
routes and location of Drop Zones and landing Zones. Subsequent to scheduled
commitments all aiailable operatiozn1 aircraft were placed in readiness for em-
ergency missions of resupply and relieved frcn further freight auling missions
to the Continent.

2. Selection of staging airfields was based on the present location of
Troop Carrier fields, distance from target areas, tactical composition of air-
borne units, suitability for arskalling gliders and location of supplies for
emergency missions of resupply to airborne troops.

3. &irborne troop units were made up so as to coincide with the tactical
air formation desired by the Troop Carrier Forces. "There were a few departures
unde from the actual number of aircraft per serial desired by Troop Carrier when
maintaining the desired number for the air serial muld bare meant poor tactical
composition on the pound.

4. During the initial studies, the Air Comiander and the Airbcrne Conrander
decided., in conjunction with each other, on Drop Zones and 1ending Zones after a
careful enmimation of terrain estimates and enemy defense overprints. The fore-
going points all being decided finnly in the initial studies laid the foundation
for the fial tactical air plan.

5o M rfiesr.,wutas

a. Routing of troop carrier aircraft us based on the following fctors:

l) thortest distance to target area with wnsideration given to
proeminent terrain features.

(2) Traffic control matterns for IX Troop Carrier Coumnd and RAP
Units. " '!!" '

1a-



(3) UZ and balloon areas in United Kinom.

(4) Enemy anti-aircraft and searchlight batteries.

(5) Avoiding dog-leg turns over inter.

(6) 4king landfall at prominent irregular catbline.

(7) Shortest distance over hostile territory.

b. In establishing troop carrier routes, during the initial studies,
the Commander of Troop Carrier Forces decided to establish two (2) routes to the
target area, one (1) to the North, traveling over enemy territory fran the Coast
to the target area; the other to the South, traveling over friendly territory
from the Coast on and tirough a corridor held by our own Forces. This as done
to provide greater security and to iwrove the flexibility in the execution of
the entire plan. By simultaneous use of both routes Troop Carrier Forces were
subjected to a minimm of grocnd fire and aused the eneey to divert aircraft
over a much greater area in order to cover both courses. Proof as to the advis-
ability of such a plan vas seen on D plus 1, when, due to weather conditions,
the Souther route as imnasable, but the Northern route was not affected. Troop
Carrier Forces were imnediately routed over the Northern course, lad this not
been done, the Forces could not have delivered on that day. The delivery of
glider artillery on D plus I 1as essential to support the parachute troops drop.
pod on D iy.

c. For additional infonmtion and study of routes used for the oper-
ation refer to ANNEX NO. 1.

6. na i~ioml Ai

a. The selection of location and type of navigational aide were chosen
in the sam manner as in previous night operations. Even tkugh this as a day-
light operation, the idea us to nake the problem of navigption as simple as poe-
sible. It was agin proved in Operation MAIT as in EI and WAGOON that in
presenting the navigation problem as a simple one aided greatly in the acoess of
those missions.

b. Each site us given a code ni for security reasons. Call signs
were assigned to the site navigational aids to correspond with the first letter
of tin coded site rain. 'n sate oaes this use not possible due to the similar-
ity of certain letters in code with respect to one anoter.

c. Pr ior to the a ctual1 opera tion, tests art cartful analysis of ea ch
navigational site were mde in order to gtnrantee positive perfcrnnce.

d. 3 ituated at the Wing assembly points were Eurela beacons, K/I bea-
cons and searchlight cones. Aids of this nature were used to a great aduantage

an a rendezvous point for Group and Serial f ations an well as for Win depart-
ure points. Departir e points on the English coasts, where serials started their

-10-6 a
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North Sea crossings, were equipped with Eureka beacons, IM/F beacons and occults
flashing the assigned code letter. Approxiuntely balt my between friendly
coast and the enenw coast along the routes were located two (2) uarker boats,
These narker boats were equipped with a lure). beacon and a green holophene
light sending the assigned code letter.These boats served as a definite fix
over water and added greatly in the accurate arrival times over the target areas.
landfall on the coast of HOLLAND ms unde by dead reckoning meane, plus special
radar equipment in lead aircraft as it ma enenr held territory. At the Drop
and landirg Zones, Pathfinder teams established prior to the arrival of the
main force, Eurea beacons, pI/F beacons, panels and colored smoke. These Vavi-
ptioml aids served for identification of individual Drop Zones and landing
Zones as well as for homing purposes by serial leaders. Pathfinder crews, from
the bt uarker, located the target area by means of special radar equipment
consisting of 3C 717-C and GE installations in each aircraft.

e. For datailed inforration on types and numbers of navigtional aids
used in Operation MAm, see ANE NO. 2.

7.fWnD

a. Timing of troop carrier aircraft as based on the following factors:

(1) To provide afe intervls between serials.

(2) To provide for the shortest possible column time length.

(3) To allow sufficient time on ground for servicing aircraft and
resting combat crews between missions.

(4) To lpin best adwnag from elemnt of surprise.

(5) To have ;arachute troops in early enough ahead of gliders to
secure glider landing mnes.

(6) To have a special number of gliders in as early as possible
after parachutists in order to provide early artillery sup-
port to the traops.

(7) Parachute serials were spaced four (4) minutes head to head.Glider serials were epeced seven (7) minutes head to head.

(8) Timing schedules are only a pert of the original required for
this mission. Timting schedules were prepered using clock tims
and based on H hour. This as naeesery in case H hour me8
changed, due to weather or opsratiomal r easons. A quick cal1-
cula tion could then be undo to obtain times over turning points,
the Initial Point, drop and release times. See AIEX NO. 3 am!
A NNE o. 4

elow ,



a. Altuoa

(1) Altitudes chosen were chosen on a basis of avoiding small arms
fire. -heavy anti.airereft fire, minimmsafe altitude for drops
and releases ad clearance of aircraft coming in with those re-
turning from target area.

Altitude e Ls 500' MSL
Altitude e 12. 500#
Altitude Out 1500' MSL
Altitude - Bck 3000' MSL

b. Sasfon

eraobnte a irra ft 140 mph IAS
Pathfinder aircraft 250 mph XAS
Aircraft towing gliders 120 mph TS
Phreate aircraft from IP to'LM 120 mph IUS
Airspeed for parachute drop 110 mjt IaS
All a ircraft returning 150 mph lAS

Corrected speeds were given from Troop Carrier Command Post two (2)
hours prior to each mission after final winds and alltimeter settings
were received.

9. Butk-a2=

a. Glider tugs were instructed to drop ropes in predetermi ned rope dropzones common to all a ircraft on return after release. Each glider tug dropped
their ropes inediately after clearing the landing Zone areas .thus hcilitating
rope recovery.

100 Payzoa

a. The following is the naximzm in payloads established for the oper-
ations

Prachute aircraft 5850 lbs ax.
Horae gliders 6900 lbs mas.
GG-4A (Weco) gliders 3750 lbs mar.
Tug a ircra ft Nil

4. a. £hrechute columns

(1) Nine (9) ship mee of vees in serials up to forty-five (45)
aircraft, in trail, with tbur (4) minute intervals head to

hd between serial lead aircraft.

aMheadbeteeseral a arrat
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ParaEchute Column - Nim (9) thip Vee of Vees in
Tra il

Glider Column - Pair of a irs echeloned to the
Right

tt4%S0
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b. Glider Columns.

(1) Pairs of pirs, echeloned to the right, serials up to forty-eight (48) aircraft towing gliders in trail, with seven (7)
minte intervals between serial lad a ircrafto

a. The above intervals and fomation patterns provided for asfficientaneuverability of columzn and pro excellent concentration to paratroops and
gliders on the ground in the target area.

d. In developing the fomation column much consideration us given tokeeping the column time length at a minimu to insure maximum benefit franfighter escort and permit the shortest time for operation over enemy territory.Since the operation was to take place in hours of daylight, it u s possible totighten. the formation intervals (beyond the minimum established for night in-terval) to fair (4) minutes heed to head between serial lead aircraft for pare-troop formations and to seven (7) mimtes head to head between glider formations.In addition to closing intermls, three (3) parallel streams were provided to the± targpt area, i.e., a left band stream went from the IP to W~s and LZs in theARIH area with aratroops and equipment for the British Airborne Division;aircraft in the center stream went from the IP to a and 12s in the NIMEOEarea with parachute troops and glider troops of the US 82nd Airborne Division;aircraft in the right hand stream went to l s and LZs in the KINflOVEN aremwith parachute troops and glider troops of the US 101st Airborne Division, adistance of one and one half (1j) miles existed between the center stream andthe outsid,#streams. In addition to the above column formation there were in-stances where 38 and 46 G ups (R4A) am11eled the center stream at the sametin, but at one thousand (1000) feet higher al titude, thus providing tur (4)
streams to the target arm at the mae tino

e. On D Day all parachute elements of the above three (3) AirborneDivisions struck the eney taneously at H Hour, placing from six to eighttcua nd (6000000) para chute lnfntrymen plus one hundred and twenty (120)glider loads of artillery in each Division area within a period of one hourand twenty minutes, a feat which pined much from the elant of surprise andcreated much confusion to eny forces in the entire area.

12,

a. Arangements were made for emergency landirg strips by notifyinall airdromes in opera tion in ELSAJLT as well asa landing stt ps in North-western PWCE and "ELGIU, specific airdromes in EAST AINLIA under Troop Ceretier control which were CHIPPNG NR and BFMtM.

1:3 . Z . . A t

a. In order to firmly intro the maximum possible concentration on thepr22nd for paratroops at5 gliders, directions were given and combat 6rews brief-Sd to tale no eusive action between the IF and Was.
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14. Fa i==r to Release or PrCo

a. It wes the responsibility of the Wing and Grip Conmmnders to en-

fcrce the Troop Carrier/Airborne policy tiat NO ;ara troops or gliders were to

be returned to staging a irdromes, but that all paratroops were dropped and all

gliders released in the target area.

15. LAJ .uart

a. Air support to Troop Carrier Forces and Airborne Troops a Wroe

vided by the following agencies:

Eighth Air 
Force (US)

Ninth Air Force (US)

Air Defense of Great Britin
Second Th ical Air Force
Coa sta 1Comnnd, RA
Bomber Cotuand, RAP

b. The divisiom of responsibility Ua ncarefully desigated to the

above units and specific tasks were assigned to each in accordance with the
following:

(1) Eighth Air Force (us)

Escort a nd flak frcmlPs to M~s and LZs.
Executed resupply to airborne troops on
D plus I.

(2) Ninth Air Force (US) and 2nd Thctical Air Force

Air support to airborne troops after drop.

(3) Air Defense of -Great Britlan

Escort and fk k from Isandfali2 to IP.

(4) Ccmstel Coanand (R&F)

Executed diversion raids in connection
with the opera-tion.

(5) Bomber Conn nd (PAP)

Ca rried out d iversion pa ra chute dwin drops
and bombing of enm installations.

(6) 2nd hcticel Air Force

Photo Recon of target areas.
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a. The above agencies pertbrad their assigned tasks with an except-
loal skill and efficiency which ntributed vitally to the succss of the Troop
Carrier Forces and kept the percentaV of iaalties very low. For a day by day
aetivity report of air support, See *211 NO. 5

16. od

a. All Allied agencies, AOay, Navy and Air Forces, were informed of
the detailed flight plan for Troop Carrier s lumna. The Army Coma nder ismed
order. to. all Allie4 troops in the are of routes and target not to flr on an
aircraft until further notice.

b. In consideration of the detailed day-by-dy report of tb activi-
ties of air support to airborne operations, it is worthy of note that no eaw
aircraft were encuntered during the first day of Opera ti MAnKET. It is almo
excellent testimony to the effectiveness of air support operations tht so fr
as known, not a singe aircraft of the 3990 dispatched by IX Troop Carrier Con-
rand fran D day to and including D plus 10 was lost or da oged due to enemy air
action" tCedit is, of courm, due to the highly efficient ft ghter cover and to
the bombing and strafing of enexy airfields by both bombers and fighters assign-
ed to the support of a irborne operations.

a. In addition, losses due to flak and pund fire were held to a
Minim by the constant barassing attacks of supporting aircraft on flak poei-
tions, transports, barges, and enmy installations by the bombers, fitters atd
fighter-bombers of United States Strategic Air Force, Eighth Air ForceOser
Comand. (Mr), Ninth Air Force units (AM), 2d Uhetical Air Force and Britit
patrols assigned in direct apport of the ground forces. Fran the standpoint
of the IX Troop Carrier Comand the *i support progam uas carefully planned
and brilliently executed.

17. kmxnzz of J1daz

a. SM a irstrip in LZI W$ s constructed in the ZIOVD area
whore the ajority of glider recovery us accomplished. An additicl airstrip
uas constructed in 1Z '0' and named WAV& G A airstrip uas also used fcc
apply missions and proved highly atisf&ctory. The purpose of ecstract
tirstrips in the b s vas to provide a quick metl of recovery. The terrain
us such that airstrips could be constructed and fly amy gliders marshalledwith little difficulty. Inclement weather slbe down the recovery, however,
all opeatioral pick-up aircraft in the 52nd, 53rd Troop Carrier Wings atd
Service Wings were ordered on detached service to the 50th Troop Carrier Wing
stationed in UAJC.o Glidars were stored on the 50th Troop Carrier Win fields.
As of 18 Deeer 1944 one hude atd ninety-nine (199) gliders have been re-
covered from the INUIVEN area, fifty-nine (59)are reedy for flyway, one hun-
dred atl twelve (112) will be ready within a twenty-four (24) hour period and

Vfifteen (15) winl be ready within seven (7) baye.
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View of C-47s on GRIVE airstrip
in HOLLAND

18. AdministratIon

a. All administrative routine in ccnjunction wjth Operation MAET
prior to D Day, during the period of the missions and subsequent thereto, ws
accomplished in normsl mnner.

be There was a definite indication that the lessons pined from
practical experience in handling personnel mtters during the NEPTUNE oper-
ation were put to good advantage during Operation MALKET. An emergency re-
quisition far glider pilots, which is made for contemplated use during Op.
eration LL4NET (later cancelled), arrived at the eleventh hour prior to Op-
eration MRET to create a comfortable mrgin of the glider pilot reserve de-
sired by Operations for the glider lifts. Redistribution of glider pilots
continued up until twenty-four (24) hours prior to H Hour on D Ehy to meet
mrylng operatiornl cornittments. This condition was undesirable due to un-
familiarity of personnel with or&,nizitionis out of which they finally opera-
ted and did not permit the comp.tability to teamwork desired in the orgni-
zations by combat operations. kn attempt ms nnde to overcome this by keep-
ing p'oups of glider pilots together going to tactical squadrons but in all
instances this vps not possible. If tactical coxmrnitments were naintained
within the scope of personnel end equipment norunlly authorized for tactical
units of this command, personnel disposition vou Id present absolutely no
problem.
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c. As in other glider lift operations, ndministrative control of
casualty reports on glider pilots in the UIA category was controlled by the
highest Troop Carrier headqiarters establishing a date after which such ins
dividuals ray be so reported. Due to the tremendous success enjoyed by this
operation, all active participants were suitably recognized by appropriate
award s.

Paratroops receiving last minute instructions
frcn jumpmn ster prior to take-off from a
Troop Carrier b se in ENGIAUD
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III. OPEkTIONS

1. Briefing

a. Wing and Group Co uanders ice briefed an Operation MARI at
froop Carrier ComMnd Headqiarters on D minus 2 by the A-3 Sect-ion of IX
Troop arrier Commnd. Group Cmander upon return to their proper stations
briefed Squadron Commanders and essential Squadron Staff Members who, in tun,
prepared the detailed briefing of all coizint crews. Briefings of cabhet crews
were held at unit stations on D mians I.

be Group S3 officers cowred the tolloving.points:

(1) 1ke-off tis.
(2) krpt Tins.
(3) Altitudes to be flown to and from target are.

(4 Amergecy procedures.
() Reviewed SOP on drop procedure.
(6) Reviewed SOP on glider release procedure. I
(7) Forutione to be flown. j
(8) Break-up of glider columns to the various landing nes.

c. Group 32 officers briefed on:

(1) Enemy installations.
(2) Escape kits and escape procedure.
(3) haotical situation.
(4) Prepared distribution of ups and photog phs.

do Ccmication officers briefed on: I
(1) All si as and equipment to be used.
(2) Recallsj
(3) Diversions
(4) Frequencies i

e. Ihdar officers covered all radar equipment amailable fcr the op- ..
eration atd explained in detail the position of radar .avigati~ml aids, giving "
their frequencies and call signs, along the route an8 in the target ares.

f. DNe to limited spece allowed forbriefings in iwst stations of
this cunt~, it as neesary for the Group Glider Officer, in cpnjunction ,
with the airborne liaison officer, to brief the glider pilots atea septrate I
brief ing. "A '

g. Group Weather Officers presented in detail the route weather to e/

be hncountered to and from the target area. Postponement of the opeation due
to weather was to be relayed through channels from a decision reached at Head..
quarters, First Allied Airborne Army.
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Gliders narshnlled prior to take-off
on Troop Carrier bese in ENGLAND.

2. Serial Reort - D ,,v

W0th Trp Crrier WiU

a* Serial A-15 - 439th Troop Carrier Group.

30 C-47s dropped parachutists on IM 'N* at 1324. Re-
suits were excellent. Light ieccumte moderate flak
in woods NW and SE of Me. 1 C-47 ditched, 3 C-47s
damagedo No personnel casualties.

b. Serial A-28 - 439th Troop Cerrier Group.

50 0-47s and CG-"A gliders released over LZ N at
1347. Results were excellent. Light imecurate
flak in woods NW and SE of 12. Heavy accurate mod-
orate flak North shore of SCHOUWEN L IA 1 acci-
dental release, 1 CG-4A missing, 5 C-47s danaged and
1 personnel missing,
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c. Serial A-19 - 441st Troop Carrier Group.

4.5 C-47s dropped parachutists on LZ 'T' at 1334. Re-
sults good. Heavy accurate flak at woods N and S of
MB. Light im urate and moderate 8 miles before DZ
on route in to left. Mdium imccurate flak at SCHOUWEN
ISLAND. 5 aircraft dropped paratroops 3/4 miles short
of LoB 1 C47 .missing. No personnel kifled, wounded
or missing.

d. Serial Ae2l w440th Troop Carrier Group.

42 C7. dropped parachutists on LB 'T' at 1329. Es-
slts good. s all rms fir heavy K and W of LM.
heavy accurate intense flak in forest NW and NE of DZ.
Light fhk on coast and landfall. Left side of SCHOUWEN
ISLMD courate moderate. 1 aircraft dropped on 13 '0'
due to mix up in sigalso1 1 0-47 destroyed. 2 C-m47s
non-flyable, 1 0-47 daunged. 1 personnel wounded, 6 K
missing.

e. Serial Ae23 - 440th Troop Carrier Group.

48 C 47s dropped parachutists on LB IN' at 1333. RN-
slts good. Light iccuzate moderate to intense flak
W and S of LB. Light flak on ecast and landfall. Left
side of S2IOUW ISLAND intense moderate accurate* 3
Ca47s danaged. No personnel killed, wounded, or piss-

3 .SeriAl Renort - D I v

a. Serial A-3 - 313th Troop Carrier Group.

43 C-T47s and 2 0-53 dropped parachutistsaon LZ 'IN
1300. L d 751 paratroops, 260 parapacks tighng57,947 pounds. Encountered accurate heavy aid light,
moderate to intense flak at at near LB 'N'. Int-
fusel. Dropped lj to 2milesNHEofLB' N' due toa
nvipation eor',. 2 C47s misn,15 aircraft cang- A

ed by prcazn tire.

1b. Serial t-5 - 313th Troop Carrier Group. + +i

45 C-.47s dropped parachutists on LB 'N' 1308. Lcadi
676 paratroops, 226 paznacks weighing 52,858 pounds.
3 refuels. 2 jumped later 3 miles SW of LB. 2 air-

crft damgd by r ound fire. No. losses.btU



c. Serial A-7 - 316th Troop Carrier Grcup.

45 C-47s dropped parachutes on DZ No 1312. Loads
685 paratroops, 270 arapacks weighing 30,820 pounds.
2 refusals. No camalties. 3 a ircraft sustained
minor danage from ma UI arms fire. 6 parepacks return.
ed due to mechanical failure.

Para chute Seriqls enroute to HOLLAID
D1 Day
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d. Serial A-9 -w316thTroop Carrier Group.

42 C47w and 3C-53 dropped prachutista oa nM '0'
1315. Led. 677 jaratroops, 270 parpacks utiging
36,850 pounds. z C-47 ditched.

*. Serial A-ll - 315th oop Carrier Group.

45 C-47s dropped Parachutists a an 0 13131 Lad:
555 taatroops, 228 pmyarcks w6itbing 39,950 pnds.
5 refuals 2 wouted. One aircraft ssin, I air-
caft =jo dange and 5 received minor damps.

f. Serial &i,13 - 315th Troop Carrier Group.

C47s dropped parachutists on EM 80' 1317; Load
85paratroops,.245 pansacks wighig 46,825 pounds.

1 aircraft dainged by rouM fire.-
k

g- serial A24 - 314th Troop arrner Group.

36 047 dropped paraehutists on M 'K' 1350; Lond:
595 xratroops, 120 parapcks weighin 25,110 pounds.
Rebectureka operation atisfactcry. 3eireratt
received minorb attle daimp, 1aircraft non- f ble
due to battle angae. 1 aircraft non-flyable dfl to
rebaniea 1 fatilure.

ho.Serial A-25 -w 4th Troop Carrier rhp.

33 -C47s and 3 C..53s dropped paraentists a Z 'X'
1356; Led. '520 paratroops, 128 ;araacks welighin
29,500 pounds* . 2 refumls. 14 arapacksfailed to•.
drop due to mcknial tailure. No ,Losses

J. Serial Af-26 - 61st Troop Carrier Group.

36C-47s dropped parachutists ac u ' 1403; Lad:
559 paratroops, 216 jaracpack weig ng 29,610 poundso
No. Losses. No danaeso

j ,Serial A-t27 - 61st Troop Carrier Group. IL
35 O-4 7s dropped parachutists on ES 'K' 1408; Lead: .

609 paratroops, 216 parapacks weighing 29.610 pounds. ;
All aircraft dropped on l2. 35 para-jacks hu ted t o .-
release. 1 refusal due to sickness. No losses of

aircraft but 1 aitra'aft us rendered non-labl -

wing.tip shot ott atn aileron dainge. .

a,
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4 .Serial R rt - D LY

53rd Troop Carrier_ Wi,

a. Serial A-4 - 434th Troop arrier Group.

45 C-.47 dropped on DZ 'A' at 1301. Heavy flek and
ground fire encountered between IP and L2. 4 air-
craft lost, 10 aircraft danmged. Drop successful.

Aerial view of paradrop taken by paratroop
observer with camera strapped to cbest -

D Day

b. Serial A-6 434th Troop Carrier Group.

4.5 aircraft dropped parachutists ca DZ 'A' at 1306.
ground fire and flak ranged from medium to intense
between IP and DZ. Drop successful. 8 aircraft
danmaged, 2 lost.
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o. Serial t-8 e 44d Troop Carrier Group.

45 C-47s dropped parachutists in LB 'A' at 1311.
Heavy to medium flk IP to MB. All Icads in IZ
or immediate vicinity. 2 aircraft lout over IB
after lads jumped. Results good.

d. Serial A-lO - Troop Carrier r upo

45 aircraft dropped parachutists in I 6B' at 1314o
4 aircraft lost, 5 aircraft dauaged. Flak mdium IP
to LB. Result excellent.

'ee Serial A-12 -m436th Troop Carrier Group.

45 aircraft dropped parachutists cn DZ "B' at 1319.
Intense Flak NE of MX. 5 aireraft lost. 13 air-
craft damaged. Result excelbnt.

f. Serial k-14 - 36th Troop Carrier Group.

45 aircraft dropped peahtists in LB 'B' at 134
11 aircraft daraged by flak between Pand Z and
return. Results excellent.

g. Serial A-16 - 435th Troop Carrier Group.

36 aircraft dropped iarachutists in M 'C' at 1324.
2 a razaft lost, 10 a ircraft dampd. Medium to
heavy flound fire ad fa k in IP to LB. Results ex-
cellent.

h. Serial A-18 - 435th Troop Carrier Group.

28 aircraft dropped parachutists in LB 'C' at 1328.
8 aircraft damaged by light to heavy ground fire ad
flak from IP to LB. Parachutists spread slightly in
area. Results good.

i. Serial A-20 - 438th Troop Carrier Group.

45 aircraft dropped parachutists in center and NW or
Ut 'C" at 1333. 1 aircraft daunged -by medium to
heavy flak frmnlp toLI and return. Dropunade in
0orner of LB. Results successful.

j. Serial A-22 - 4t38th Troop Carrier Group.,2

45 aircraft dropped parachutists in center and NW of
LZ 'C' at 1338. 11 ai rcra ft danagod by light to medium
flak on route in and out. Results successful.



5. SerialReport - ) plus 1

5otb Troop Carrier WjnL

a. Serial A-36 a 439th Troop Carrier Group.

50 C.47s and 50 CG-4As released over LZO NO at 1518.
Results were excele ut. Small arms fire and light flak
in woods right of LZ. Inaccurate and meager flak at IP.
Light inaccurate flak fro m IP to HDTOCENBOSCH. 20-am
light iraccurute at 3500 feet. 2 C.G-4A gliders aborted.
16 personnel missing in action.

b. Serial Ae44 - 440th Troop Carrier Group.

40 C47s and 40 CG-WA released over 1Z IT' at 1455.
Results were excellent. Accurate meager flak on N
and S edge of IM. Slight medium and accurate flak over
FLOKEE. Heavy accurate meger wuth of village at IP
and light all airms fire. 3 aircraft non-operatioral
due to darages received. No personnel killed, wounded
or missing*

c. Serial A54 ,440th Troop Carrier Group.

40 C-47s and 40 CG-4As released over LZ T" at 1550.
Results excellent. 1 C-47 and glider failed to reach
Me. 1 c47 mising, 5 c47a damaged, Light moderate
ireccurate flak and well arms fire NE a nd S of LZ.
Light accurate intense flak one bIlf mile S and NW
of IP.

d. Serial &-46 a st Troop Carrier Group.

40 0 47s and CG-4As released over 1Z ON,, at 1511. Re-
sults good. No a ircraft daeaged or lost.* No pervonnel
casualties. Light flak izaccurate moderate to mafter
and all arms fir. at 17. Moderate to intense flak at
junction of' rued SW of M(ERIYYK. Light flak and nachineI
gun fire 2 mui es S of HERrOGENBOSCH.

e. Serial A-56 - 441st Troop Carrier Cr0147.

40 0-47a and 4.0 CG-4As released over 12' 'N" at 1608. Re-

stilts good. No a ircraft lost or damaged. No personnel
killed, wounded or miaing. In woods SE of 12' snall arms
fire anmd acocura te ,ne r flak. NW top of SCHOUWEN ISLAND

6 to 8 heavy guns-a iraccurate moderate.
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k. Serial A-29 ,37th Troop Carrier Group.

35 aircraft and 35 gliders. 31 gliders released in LZ
"I" at 1348. 3 glidbrs lost when ships exploded between
I and Le 1 glider and tow ship unknown. 24 aircraft
dauaged by heavy fbak and ground fire, encountered be-
yond enemy lines. Results excellent.

1. Serial A-30 - 437th Troop Carrier Group.

35 aircraft and 35 gliders. 28 gliders released in LZ
'W' at 1355. 2 gliders lost when tow ships exploded in
air approaching IZ. 3 gliders aborted on Continent due
to mechanical failure and 1 glider aborted over channel.
1 glider unreported, 4 aircraft lost an! 22 aircraft
damged by intense flak in the IZ area and approach there-
to. Results successful.

CG-A gliders landing in L Area on D plus 1

-27-



6. Serial Report- D plusI

'2Md Tron rrter Wn

a* Serial A-31 - 314th Troop Carrier roup.

36 C-a47s dropped parachutists on DZ aYt 1406. Loads
626 ruratroops, 89 peraptcks weighing 24,160 pounds.
Flak encountered on route from landf.ll. 1 aircraft
crashed due to sal arms fire, no chutes seen.

b. Serial A-32 - 314th Troop Carrier Group.

33 Cw47s and 3 C53s dropped parachutists on l 'Y% at
1412. Lo d: 591 paratroops, 130 parnpecks weighing
22,610 pounds. 3 aircraft lost due to flak.

c. Serial A-33 - 315th Troop Carrier Group.

27 C-47s dropped parachutists on IM WY' at 1416. Loads
462 ;ratroo s,87 pimacks weighing 25,600 pounds.
All but two L2) dropped an Z. 2 aircft crashed.

d. Seriel A-34 - 315th Troop Carrier (kvup.

27 C- 47s dropped parachutists on WZ 'y' at 1418. Load'
440 paratroops, 101 xampacks, 17 bicycles, 3 motorcycles,
2 trolleys and 2 bundles of stretchers weight 30,296
pomds. 18 aircraft dropped on JZ, 9 dropped up to 2
miles N of IM. 2 personnel wounded. 11 aircraft damged.

e. Serial A-38- 313th Troop Carrier Group.

40 C 47s, 2 C-53s end 42 CG-4A gliders dropped on LZ 'N',
at 1431. Lads 172 troops weighing 73,780 pounds. 41
gliders released on LZ, 1 aircraft missing, 7 aircraft
danaged by ground fire.

f. Serial A-42 - 316th Troop Carrier Group.

40 C-47s, 2 C-53s and 42 CG-4A gliders dropped on LL 'T'
~at 1441. Loca: 175 troops, 2 phot.ographers, 21 jeeps,

2 75-ic howitzers, 4266 pounds of aimin and 13,532 sounds
of equignent. 1 glider ditched. 1 aircraft missing.
13 aircraft unserriceable due to flak; 6 a ircra ft slightly

. danaged by flak,

.- 29-a
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g. Serial A-,8 -

39 C 47s, 1 C53 and 40 CG 4A gliders released an LZ 'Nf
at 1532. Load: 137 troops weighing 97,280 pounds (in-
eluding equipment). 1 glider urs abortive I C-s47 danag-
ed by mll arms fire, 1 crew member slightly wuaded. 4
other aircraft received minor dauge.

h. Serial A-50 - 61st Troop Carrier Group.

40 C-47s and 40 0M0-e gliders released on LZ 'T' at 1537.
laid: 108 troops, 17 jeeps, 7 trailers, 1 75 mm howitzer,
3 105-rnm howitzers and 33,300 pounds of equipment. 30
aircraft released an LZ, reminder landed 12 Atles SE of
IZ.& No ai rcraft losses*

is Serial A-52 -

38 C-s47s, 2 C-53s and 40 CG-MA gliders released on LZ 'N,
at 1535o. Lod: 209 troops, 11 trailers, 3 75-nn howit-
zers and 26,160 pounds of ammo and equipment. 17 gliders
fended Ilp to 5 miles SE of LZ. 9 gliders unknown. 6 land-
ed on LZ. 1 glider landed at DZ 0 e. 4 gliders landed 4
miles fran LZ. 2 gliders released 25 miles SW of LZ.4
Ce47s weae lost due to flak.

7. Serial1Reort- Dvlus1l

Vrd TrooD Co rner Wing

a. Serial A-35 - 434th Troop Carrier Group.

40 aircraft and 40 gliders. 36 gliders released on L21 WO
at 1437. 3 gliders aborted on Continent due to mechanical
fa ilure and flak, 1 glider aborted in UK due to airborne
error. 2 aircraft were lost after release of gliders at
LZ due to enemy flak. 21 aircraft danaged by medium to
heavy flak and ground fire from IP to LZ. Results sumess-
ful.

b. Serial A-37 - 435th Troop Carrier Group.

30 aircraft and 30 gliders. 30 gliders released in L7' '1'
at 1439. 8 aircraft were Gauaged by light flak from lamd-
fa 11 to 12.. Results successful.

c. Serial £-39 - 438th Troop Carrier Group.

40 aircraft and 40 gliders. 38 gliders released on IS 'Va
at 1452. 1 glider aborted after take-off in UK due to mech-

anical difficulty and ate aborted off SCHODIWEIN IZL due
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to flak cutting tow rope. 11 aircraft danagd due to
ground fire and light flak. Results successful.

d. Serial A-41 44m Troop Carrier Group.

40 aircraft and 40 gliders. 39 gliders released at L*We at 1515. 1 glider aborted in Me 3 aircraft danag-
ed due to light flak. *Results successful.

e. Serial A433 t436th Troop Carrier Group.

40 aircraft and 40 gliders. 39 gliders released at IzVW at 1505 1 glider aborted in UK due to structural
failure. I aircraft lost. 2 aircroft crashed landed
at hone station account battle damage Results success-
ful.

f. Serial A45 4 37th Troop Carrier Group.

40 aircraft and 40 gliders. 33 gliders released in 12'W' at 1515. 1 glider aborted in UK account no ctanieal
fa ilure and 1 glider crashed at HATFIE for unknownreason. Only 1 aircraft hit by enenr fire. Results
successful.

go Serial 47 f,434th Troop Carrier Group.

40 aircraft and 40 gliders. 38 gliders released in LZ
'O' at 1324. 2 gliders aborted in cbannel. 22 aircraftreceived minor battle darige. Results successful.

h. Serial A499 -m435th Troop Carrier Group.

30 aircraft and 30 gliders. 30 gliders released in LZ$W' at 1530. Light fak on return damaged 9 aircraft.
Results successful.

i. Serial A-51 s 438th Troop Carrier Group.
40 a ircraft and 40 gl ders. 40 gliders relea sed in L7Z
'W' at 1533. 11 aircra ft danme d by light flak and on
return route. Results successful.

j. Serial A-53 e 442nd Troop Carrier Group.
~0 a ircra ft aid 40 gliders. 40 gliders relea sed in IX
*P' at 1615. 1 glider aborted near 12' when flak knocked
off wing. 3 ai rcraft danaged. 1 aircraft d itched. Re-
stilts successful.
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k. Serial A-55 - 436th Troop Carrier Oroup.

40 ai rcra ft a td 40 gliders. 2 gl iders aborted in UK,.
37 gliders released in LZ at 1522. 8 aircraft danaged
by light ground fire ad flak. Results successful.

1. Serial A-57 - 437th Troop Carrier Group.

30 aircraft and 30 gliders. 27 gliders released at LZ
"Vw at 1557. 1 glider dithed and 2 aborted in UK due
to mechnical failure. 1 aircraft suffered battle dam-
age. Results successful.
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8. Serial Rport - D plus 2
4

50th TrooP Crrier Wing

a. Serial A74 - 438th Troop Carrier Group

49 0%478 and 40 CG%As released over 1. 'W* Results
fair. 6 CG-IAs reles sed, location Unkncmn. 4 CG=4As
out loose over Channel, 6 CG%4As returned to home base.
4CG-e4As released in friendly territory on continent.
1 C-47 destroyed, 1 C-47 danged. 12 personnel- missing
in action. Heavy and light intense accurate flak alon
both skies of course from IP to DZ.

9. SalA BElort - D IM 2

52nTroon arr ier Wing

a. Serial A-94 61st Troop Carrier Group.

35 047-s. Resupply mission to W. 4101 at 1530s-Lcxa
192,500 pounds. Misaion 80% effective. 2 C-47s lost
due to flak, 1 personnel (CM) bailed out over front
lines.

b. Serial A-84f

27 C-478, Fhradrop on 12 0K' at 1517. Load: 361 peme-
troops ad 141 parapacks. 25 C-47s abortive due to
weather. Flak encauntered on M2. 1 C-47 forced down by
flak, 1 aircraft daaged by flak and swall arms fire.

a. Serial A-85 - 315th Troop Carrier 0zM up.

27 C47s. Paradrop on 2 'K' at 1708. Load: 359 parea
troops, 120 paracks, 19 bicycles, 9 motorcyles weigh-
ing 29.795 pounds. 2 aircraft abortive due to weather.

d. Serial A-86 e 314th Troop Carrier Group.

27 C-47s. Thradrop on 12 'K' at 1716. Load; 295 pene-
troops, 112 pmpecks, 8 motorcycles, 6 bicycles and5
motor trolleys, weighing 31,400 pounds. 11 aircraft
abortive due to weather. Flak weapons and machine guns
surrcunded tks 12 area six! fire m s intense. No losses
but 4 aircraft received ba ttle damage.
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e. Serial A-87 a 314th Troop Carrier Group.

33 C-47s. Paradrop on IM "K0 at 1712. Lod, 396 pare-
troops, 116 parmpacks weighing 29,183 pounds. 3 aircraft
aborted due to weather. No losses but 12 aircraft rem
ceived battle dange, 3 aircraft flyable, 9 non-flyable.
Heavy concentration of enemy fire noted about the DZ.

10. Serial ReDor2t on D lua 2

rd Troon rrier Win

a. Serial A-72- 434th Troop Carrier Group.

41 aircraft and 41 gliders. 29 gliders released on LZ
$AN at 1437. 12 gliders aborted account weather, 9
landing on ccntinent, 1 in channel and 2 missing, 2
aircraft failed to return and 20 aircraft suffered
battle damage. Results partially successful.

b. Serial A-73 a 435th Troop Carrier Group.

31 aircraft and 30 gliders. 25 gliders released on LZ
OW' at 14. 6 gliders aborted account weather. 3 land-
ed on continent, 2 landed in channel and 1 landed in UK.
1 a ircraft ta iled t o return, 2 a ircra ft damaged by light
to medium flak and ground fire. Results successful.

c. Serial A-74 - 438th Troop Carrier Group.

40 aircraft and 40 gliders. 19 gliders released at 1Z
OW" at 1500. 2 gliders released within 12 miles of IZ.
19 gliders aborted due to weather. 5 gliders returned
to home station. 4 gliders in Ckannel. 3 gliders in UK.
7 gliders on continent. 1 aircraft lost and 11 daimged
by ground fire and flak. Results partially successful.

d. Serial A-75 - 442nd Troop Carrier Group.

40 aircraft and 40 gliders. 28 gliders released at LZ
lW" at 1514. 12 gliders aborted due to weather and un.
known reasons. 3 gliders landed in Channel. 3 gliders
landed in UK, aid 2 gliders released within 30 miles of
I. e gliders disposition unknown. 1 aircraft lost and
20 aircraft damaged by enemy fire. Results partially
successful.

e. Serial A-76 - 436th Troop Carrier Group.

41 aircraft and 41 gliders. 21 gliders released on L2.
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OWI at 2530. 20 gliders aborted due to wea ther. 2 gli-
dors landed in clannel, 11 handed on far msore, 9 landed
in UK and I glider i unknown. 5 aircraft missing. 8
aircraft damaged as a remt of emmy fire. Results
uartlally succesefl.

f Serial A.78 - 434th Troop Carrier Group.

40 aircraft and 40 gliders. 33 gliders released at IZ
'e at 145. 1 glider abcrted in chnnel and 5 gliders
aborted on continent account weather. 1 glider is un-
known. 2 aircraft lost and 11 aircraft damaged by enemy
fire. Hesults successful.

go Serial A-79d435th Troop Carrier Group.

31 aireaft and 31 gliders. 30 gliders released at LZ
IW' at 1554. 1 glider aborted in UK due to prop nah.
2 aircraft lost and 11 danaged due to enemy action.
Mission successful.

h. Serial A-80 - 38th Troop Carrier Group.

40 aircraft and 40 gliders. 30 glirs released at IZ
'W' at 1546. 10 aborts due to flak and weather. 2 air-
craft lost and 11 damaged by flak. Results successful.

i. Serial A^81 - 442nd Troop Carrier Group.

41 aircraft and 41 gliders. No gliders released at LZ
IV" due to weather. 1s4 gliders released within 8 and
10 miles of LZ 15 gliders returned to home base and 4
gliders landed in clannel. 8 gliders landed on contin-
onto 1 aircraft lost and 16 daaged by onemy fire. Re-
suIts unsu coesaful.

Jo Serial A-82 -n436th Troop Carrier Group.

40 a ircraft and 40 gliders. Serial returned to home base
account of weather0  37 glider k nding at AL basO, I
landing at alteriate field, and 2 crashing. Results un-
successful.

no. Serial Reoot - D tug

W0th TrooD Carrier Wine.

a. Serial A-104 - 439th Troop Carrier Group end 442nd Troop Carrier
Group.

3 am-35-w



S-

47 C-47a (32 from 442nd and 15 from 439th Group) carried
out ;aradrop and resupply missions at 1Z OWU at 1748. Re-
sults were good. 1 C-47 missing, 4 dauaged. 4 personnel
missing in action. Snall arms ground fire over LZ in.
accurate together with light moderate inaccurate flak.
Fighter cover adequate.
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Para chute Resupply drop at DZ 0" on
D plus 3

12. Serial ReDort on D pUs g

gird TrooD hrrier Wing

a. Serial A-97 - 434th Troop Carrier Group.

53 aircraft dropped resupply on 12 'o at 1648.
scattered. Results partially successful.
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b. Serial Aa98 -.4th Troop Carrier Group.

45 aircraft dispatched. 4 dropped on DZ '00 at 1700.
1 aircraft aborted account perarack failure. Results
successful.

C. Serial &e99 - 438th Troop.Cerrier Oroup.

44 aircraft dropped resupply on Z '0* at 1719. 5
ake failed to releae, Results successful.

d. Serial A-100 4 36th Troop Carrier Group.

44 aircraft dropped resupply on LZ '0' at 1738. Drop
soattered, but effective. Results successful.

e. Srial A-101 - 436th Troop Carrier Group.

40 aircraft dropped resupply on DZ '0' at 1732. Run
in high drop scattered, but all in D Area. Resultg
partially successful.

f. Serial A-102 m 437th Troop Carrier Group.

41 aircraft dropped resupply on ME "Oi at 1738. 4 rack
lcads failed to drop. esulta succesful.

go Serial A-103 a 437th Troop Carrier Group.

42 aircraft dropped resupply in LZ '0' area at 1749.
5 bundles failed to release. Drop spread, but effective.
Results successful.

h. Serial A4-l04 " 442nd Troop Carrier Group.

12 aircraft dropped jarachutists at 1831 and 20 aircraft
dropped resupply in ME W' at 1840. Results scattered
but effective. Rsults good.

13. &rlal Ra ort .- PD2 s a

S-rd TrooD Ca rrier.Wine

a. Serial A-109 - 437th Troop Carrier Group:

12 aircraft of 15 scheduled dropped resupply on L2. '1'
at 1640. Drop spread because of weather. 3 airraf~t
aborted and returned to hone lase. Results xwartially
successful.



b, Serial A-l0 - 438th Troop Carrier Oroup.

15 aircraft dispatched. 2 aborted account weather. 1
aircraft aborted account mechanical failureo 12 drop-
pod resupply on LZ 'W' at 1631. ,Dnp spread because of
weather. Results partially successful.

c. Serial A-ll - 438th Troop Carrier Group.

33 aircraft dispatched. 2 aborted account weather.
31 a ircraft dropped on 1Z ,O at 1700. Drop spread
because of weather. Results partially successfal

Slrd frooD CaPier Wins

a. Serial A-105w - 436th Troop Carrier Group.

46 aircraft end 46 gliders. e46 gliders released in LZ
OWN at 1632. Gliders included aborts of serial Ae82.

Results excollont.

b. Serial A-lO6 - 38th Troop Carrier Group.

38 aircraft and 38 gliders. 33 gliders released in
L at 1636. *4 gliders aborted in UK and 1 aborted on
continent. Results successful.

c. Serial AIO7m -434th, 435th, and 436th Troop Carrier Groups,

34 aircraft dispatched. Dropped resupply on DZ VW' at
1642. Spread drop. Results partially successful.

15. SarlalPancr -D nlus 6

'Oth TrEe Carrier -Win

a. Serial A-91 m440th Troop Carrier Group.

40 aircraft end 40 gliders release! over LX "N" at 1613.
Results partially successful. 21 gliders ihiled to be
effective. 18 due to personnel and 3 because of xnchen-
ical trouble. 1 0-47 missing ad 9 personnel missing.
1 aircraft RON in Brussels. In triangle formed by BOXrEL,
SOIINDEL aix! ST. OUDNRONE heavy light small arms fire
accurate and intense 3 nib a east of BOflEL in woods a-
round heavy liflit iraccurate meager flak reported.
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b. Serial Ae95 - 440th Troop Carrier Group.

48 aircraft and 48 gliders released over IZ 101 at 1710.
Results partlally suacessful. 3 gliders tiled to becon
effective. Liat flak N and NW of IZ 1009 Stall arms
fire inacura te and meaer. N and W of IP hvey and light
imcuate. No aircraft lost or denagod and no personnel
killed, wounded or mlstigq

c, Serial Ae92 e 44st Troop Carrier Group.

38 aircaft and 38 gliders released over IZ 0' at 1526.
.Results good. 1 aircraft missing and 1 destroyde 1
personnel wcnded in action. Flak in wooded areas all
way to1IP. Beyond IP in woods N and S of Hww light
accurat, and moderate flak reported.

d. Serial A96 - 441st Troop Carrier Group.

50 aircraft and 50 gliders released over LL 'O' a t 1717
hours. Results good. 1 glider Inefetive duo to mech-
anical trouble. No aircraft danged or missing. No
personnel casialties. 20-am NW of EILBOVIW. azall
arms fire at IP.

16. 8ealrk enort - DPlus 6

52nd Troop Carrier Wii

a. Serial A-88 a 313th Troop Carrier Group.

49 aircraft and 49 gliders. Glider tow and release on
I "0", at 1603. Lad: 403 troops and 720929 pounds of
equipment. 2 dders shot dom, .3 preature releases.
10 aircraft damaged by enemy fire.

b. Serial ".89 -

43 aircraft and 43 gliderso Glider tow and release on
IZ1 100 at 1602. Lead: 547 troops, 1600 pounds auto,
500 pounds sigal equipment, jeep, trailers, weighing
3670 pounds and 50 pounds inter. 4 aborts.

a. Serial A-90-

~41 aircraft and 41 gliders. Glider tow atd release on
It '0" at 1616. Liad: 519 troops, 18,915 poutds of
equipment, ammno, and medical supplies. No a borts. 1
ailrcraft lost due to flak, 12 aircraft damaged.
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do Serial A84 - 314th Troop Carrier Group.

41 C-4 7 8 s 2azdrop on i 0' at 1645. Lad: 540
troopso 219 parapacks, 3 motorcycles and 2 bicycles
weing 55,459 pounds. 40 aircraft dropped on ME,
one dropped short. No losses or battle daage re-
ported.

a. Serial A&93 - 313th Troop Carrier Group.

49 aircraft and 49 gliders released on LZ O at 16.58.
Loads 621 troops, 31,121 pounds of equipnent. 46
arcraft released on L7 e0. 3 glider released premture-
lye 1 a ircraft missing due to flak, 3 ai rcraft damaged.

fi Serial A-94 - 316th Troop Carrier Group

48 aircraft and 48 gliders released on LZ *0 at 1708.
Loads 195 troops, 112,085 pounds of equipnnt, 5,32.
pounds amnv. No Abortso Heavy concentration of ezsnrfire in vicinity-of NINOVEN. 1 C-53 lost due to flak.
All gliders landed on the LM.

17. Seria IRenort - Dlus9

i2nd. froon Carrier Wine

a. Serial A107 -

29 C-w47s. Airlandlng o strip 21 miles W of GRAVE,
HOLLA at 1350. Loads 162 troops, 128,384 pounds
of freight. No enemy aircraft encuntered.

be Serial A-f12 - 315th Troop Carrier Group.

36 C-47s. Air landing near GRAVE at 145i. Load: 158
troops, #14,535 pounds equimnt. Very good fighter
cover.

c. Serial A-113 - 315th Troop Carrier Group,

36 Ce47s. Airlanding near GRAVE at 1515. Loads 331
troops, 129,857 pounds equipment.

8. Serial A-114 - 316th Troop Carrier Group.

36 C-47s and I C-53. Airlanding near GRAVE at 1650.
Load: 40 troops and 160,657 pounds of equipment.
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s. Aerial A-115 - 316th Troop Carrier Group.

35 C-47s and 1 C-53. Airlanding near GRAVE at 1615.
Lced' 65 troops and 162,823 pounds of equipmnent.

f. Serial A-.16 - 313th Troop Carrier Group.

36 C-47s. Airlanding mar GRAVE at 1650. Load: 117
troops, 116,963 pounds of equipment. Mission completely
successful.

C-47s with loaded parajecks in flight
during parachute resupply mission
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18. 0Ai/f Rescue Services

a. On Operation MARKET, from D Day to D plus 9, the willing and

efficient cooperation of the A/Ser Rescue Service mima intained.

b. Two (2) corridors were established fram D Day to D plus 2,

and despite the fact that short notice vas given for changes of time and

route, one one corridor being used after D JDy. this service was able to

provide facilities which resulted in the rescue of muny of our pesonn*l.

c. Air/See Rescue Service can be divided into two (2) parts:

(1) NaM 1'Control t

(a) Equipment consisted of OR* motor launches, high
speed launches, and motor torpedo boats.

(b) It had been the cannon practice before mrrow a ir

corridors were established for Air/Se Rescue launches

to carry out short patrols near their home base, so as

to be at immediate ll for any emergency. This mia

effecient in the case of bcubers returning from mie-

sions on the Continent, when they were not flying a-

long any orgnized course, and very sporadic.

(c) Prior to Operation MARKET, representation vas unde to

Naval authorities concerned, that in view of the fact

that two (25 air corridors were established, Air/Sea

rescue launches be placed at irregular intervals a-

long these corridors. This was eventually cearried

out, and in the Northern corridor alone, seventeen

(17) Air/Sea Rescue launches were so placed, while

in the Southern corridor, tich mae much shorter,
ten (10) were used.

(d) The efficiency of this move was well portrayed when

the entire crew of a. C-47 (Dakota) forced to ditch

on return frar HOLAND, were picked up even before

the aircraft had submerged. Aircraft were previously
briefed that Air/SA Rescue launches would be placed
at intervals along corridors, an a ircraft instead
of idly ditching, were able to ditch somewhere in

the vicinity of a rescue launch.

(e) On D plus 2, weather over the sea was very bad, see
fog minimizing visibility to about one mile or so.

Gliders were braeking tows in all directions and one
motor torpedo boat, so placed along the corridor a-
bout forty (40) miles from the English coast, as able
to pick up the entire crew of five (5) gliders.
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(f) Discrepancies did arise, especially on one occasion
when tbree (3) motor launches were detailed by Air/Sea Rescue aircraft to proceed to a ditched glider
in a certain position, only upon arrival to find
the crew already picked up. Fortunately, this only
occurred on rare occasions.

(2) AIXCatrL

(a) Consisting of Spitfire and Wa lrus a ircra ft of Air
Defense of Grat Britian; Hudsons and Warwicks of
Co eta 1 Comand; Thunderbolts of US Army Air Force.

(b) Thrwicks and Hudsons, enaged on Air/Sea Rescue were
very usefully employed because of their long range
and durability flying alongside serials on the route
out. They were then able to plot and transmit the
emet position of aircraft ditching, also go to their
assistance in the event of their being no rescue
launch in the immediate vicinity. This method ues
not very efficient in the route back because of fire
craft being spread out but Thunderbolts and Spitfires
were then at hand to cover a much larger area, in a
much shorter time than rwicks.

(e) During Opetation MARKET, two hundred and five (2ub)
man were rescued from ditched aircraft and gliders.

(d) The followin figures give in detail, the patrols
carried out by air/sea rescue service:

Sortie, by Spitfires & Ialrus
of ADOG 148

Long rag sorties by trwicks
and Hudsns of Ccastal Conmand 20

Sorties by Thunderbolts of USF .f

Total Air Sorties 251.

(e) A total of 1,243 hours were spent at sea by high
speed launches ox Air/Sen rescue service.

19. aa t E -iaOn
a * There u8s no, direct t r ema cue tion of ca se lties from 4dyjnggd

fields during this operation. (a sialties (both Britisb and American) were
routed tibrough t he nonml ground eva cias on cha in to BRUSSL2 where the IXfroop Carrier Com aS bad a n a irdrome control ,arty, including an a Jr ema c-
'stion section on duty. The froop Chrrier Command us directed by First



Allied Airborne Army to support the RAY in air eacuation from BRUSSELS. This

us done up to ten (lu) planes a day in accordance with standard operating

procedures. Cesualkies were evacuated to RAMSBMY and IEMBUR! except for lads

which were entirely British, 3n which case, they were landed at BLAWLL TA

There were no unusual incidents or occurrences during this pbase of the opera-

tion.

19. Public Relations

a. For this operation, the Public Relations Section of the US

Troop Carrier Forces uas autnorized by the Puolic elations Officer. First

Allied Airburne Army, to deal directly with the press through existing fac-

ilities al Supreme Headquarters (Ministry of Infwuation). Photographic

coverage mas supplied by detachments frum The US Army Pictorial Service.

b. Correspondents assigned to the US Troop Carrier Forces for

this operation included:

Robert Frey United 1rems
Judson 0'Quinn Associated fless

Sherry Lenk n TimeeLife
Graham Miller New York Daily News

William Stringer Christian Science Monitor

Gil Robb Wilson New York Herald Tribune
Tom Hoge Stars and Stripes
Ed Mrrow Columbia Broadcasting System
Bob Meissel Blue Network

Mr. Andrews Planet Photos (A cme)

Mr. Candy CumonteBritish Newsreels

c. To facilitate correspondents, a B-17 aircraft us assigned to

the Public Relations Office. This aircraft served as a 'flying press-box',

and as such, enabled the correspondents to obtain a much better oversall

view of the operation than they could otherwise have secured. An Army Air

Corps photographer and 
Mr. Andrews, of Planet Photos, riding in the B-17,

nude the bulk of the photos published during the initial phases of the oper-

ation.

9 d. Being accmbined operation, stories dealing with the activities
of the US Troop Crrier Fbrces were much more acceptable to British japars, due
nainly to the fact that numerous British pjratroops add gliderborne inihntryme

rode with American power and glider pilots. Srace received in the British

mapers u8s limited, however, comrared to the since devoted to the a irborne
mission carried in American papers -- arising, to a large degree, fram the

original SIAEF premise, all British ccrrespondents rould ride in British planes

and American ccrrespondents ride in American planDes.

e. A great deal of credit for siace received in both Americen and

British newsyapers, goes to the Public Relations Officers of the 52nd and 53rd

Troop Carrier Wings who fa cilita ted correspondents in every possible uay to
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assure then of Interest and adeqia to stores pert ining to Troop Carrier
Conand and Operation MAST.

f. Newepaper and wire service correspondents who flow in Troop
Carrier planos during the Operation fibd exclusive stoibs to their zapers.
The photographers were pooled, their pictures being ado available equaflyto merican and Britith services. Mr.'Jtrrow and r ssel, representing
the cubinde Aerican radio pool, recorded an eye-witness account of the
D Day operation which as heard later on the Columbia, Ntionl, Mutual
and Blue Networks ix? the United States. A pilot, who flew on the D Dayand D plus 1 missions told of the operation in an interview on BDC's'hr Report Iobjor General WiLLIAIM spoke on the week's airborne missionover the National Brcadoasting Comany's 'Army Hour, 24 September 1944.

g. S6tries of the resupply and airlanding missions uere released
by correspondents of the Associated Press, United Press, Reouters, Press
Assoaltion (British)o Moviotos NNews, and BBC.

ho8. RoundOup stories on the qerations were written by Charles
Carbeilain atdAbe Goldberg of Associated Press, Robert Frey of UnitedPress, and Rupert Denny of the Sunday Chronicle. A ocuplete story, with
pictures, on the whole operation us bent to the London representative of
Air News Mazino and flown to the United States.

i. A acopilation of all newsreel footage rade by eameman of. the
Army Air and Ground Forces was mado at the London laboratory of the ArmyPictorial Service and shxwn the last week in September to Allied Staff Offi-
cers in London. Almost twentyothouand feet of film uas hot of thea irborne
operation, of which about five thousand feet usa released to newsreels in the
Unitqd Ki om and in the United States. The airborne landing film ua reshown at the Curson Street Theater in London an 4 October 1944. The deandfor a re-run of the landings 'us the heaviest ever received at Army Pictorial'
according to officers of tat unit.
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IV. UPHBASE OF OPERATION

1. The glider phase of Operation MARIE us a highly successful under-
taking, considering the number of personnel sarried, the amount of supplies
landed, and the amount of equipent transported to the battle area. The suc-
cess of this phase of the operation us the result of careful planning and
cloe coordination with the Troop Carrier Commnd and the chains of cmand
of the First Allied Airborne Army. Another ftctor which greatly influenced
the success of this operation, was the fact that it ms a daylight mission
for all glider lifts, thus fNcilitating the landing problem.

2. Glider pilots, immediately upon landing, reported to the nearest
US Comand Post. As soon as the occasion permitted, they were evacuated
under orders of the US Command Post to Headquarters, US 101st Airborne Div-
isions or Headquarters, US 82nd Airborne Division, for fnrther evacuation by
air to the United Kingdom.

3. For some time prior to the actual operation, in fact, immediately
following Opera tion NEPTUNE, Troop Carrier Cmmnd bad been marshalling
gliders at the various fields in its commnd, anticipatinga. future canit-
went of airborne forces. On D minus 1, there were a total of 2474 gliders
available to the airborne units, and they were marshalled on Troop Carrier
Commnd fields. This, in itself, represented a great deal of planning.
The gliders bad to be ferried from the assembly depot at C3X(KHAM CCAMON to
the fields fran which they did lard on the landing zone. They carried 9566
people or 86% of the troops which took-off. The gliders which did not reach
their objective were prevented from reaching the landing zone by enemy fire,
and by mechanical difficulty. Transportation, which is the main problem for
airborne units, us also delivered by gliders in the form of 705 Ton Trucks,
13 motorcycles and 45 trn ilers for the Ton Trucks. The bulk of these were
landed on D plus 1, D plus 2 and D plus 3& The staggering tatal of 2,476,594
pounds of equipment and applies were landed by gliders during this operation.
Had the weather and tactical situation allowed, this total would bave been
much higher. During the operation, gliders were dispatched at the rate of
about two (2) per minute.

4. Immediately following the operations after D plus 6, Troop Carrier
Coanard dispatced a team of officers and enlisted man fran the Service Wingof IA Troop Carrier Commnd to the actual lanin zonas to make a survey of
the gliders in the landing zones with the idea in mind of recovering and ml-
vaging as ,any as posaiblee The present plan urns both the glider pick-up
and landing strips built by Airborne Engineer Batta lions in recovering these
gliders. The Engineer atta lions were flown in by gliders and C-47s and et
actually engaged in building additional lanting strips for the purpose of re-
covery of gliders and also with a view to using them for landing applies for
combsat units in a d Jcent arteas.
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V. IThLL-2

1. The A-2 Section begn preliminary plans for Operaticn MAUMT in
conjunction with the Ae3 and A-5 Sections on 10 September 1944.

a. Iaps scale 1/100,000. GSGS 2541, sheets 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5; 0MS4336, osheets 2,3, an! 4, covering the possible rcutes infrnd general landing
zone areas were posted and individual AA installations plotted with fire
circles to aid in determining beat routes and turns at Ms and IZs.

3. hot aI

a. Fran the amnercus sorties flown in the are, the IX Troop Car-
rfer PoIo officer selected basic cover of DZ areas, made up mosaics and
through P.I, study of stereo pairs nmde estimates and recommendations as to
capacity and general characteristics of LZs and possible obstructions on or
in the vicinity of tte Since a large number of basic cover sorties had been
flown this work necessitated the handling and sorting of a tremendous number
of photographs. Once the ram and 7. were definitely selected, 'blowups' of
the mosaics- covering specific ram and IZs were ordered in quantities suffi-
cient for planning, briefing, and to provide each glider pilot with a photo.
praph of his particular Le Coordination was maintained with Intelligence
and P.I, of 38 Group (British) end photographs exchalged where common inter-
eats existed. Original sorties were furnished IX Troop Carrier comzand
through the Photographic Officer of First Allied Airborne Army. Requests
for photo coverage following each days operations were initiated to show
patterns of paradrop and glider landings.

4.0k

a. Operational and ravirtional maps were provided in scales of
1/500,000 and 1/250,000. Planning naps in scales of 1/100,000, 1/50,000
and 1/25 ,000 were procured and disseminated to Wings and Groups. Sufficient
1/100,000 maps of the landing areas were included to provide each glider
pilot with a detailed map of his particular landing area for use in prelimin-
ary study of the area and for use on the ground.

59. During the planning stage of Operation MARKET sources of the latest
informaticn on the enemy air and ground order of battle were established and
latest informstion kept up to date both during the planning and opera ti on
phases of Operation MAE.

6. Atvte uigOeainMRE

a. Renorts of Missions, 1F3sgh' reports were cleared through IX
froop Carrier omnand Headquarters to higher echelons and cmnsolide ted reports
for each days activity were checked with A-.3 operational reports for accuracy
and completeness of information. 'Hot news' reports on "ditching' in channel
and other vital1 inforuation uas channeled to proper headqitarters.
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b. * 2to__ fy 1to.o.L2. - latest available
reports on changes in the enemy air and ground situation were disaited each
day by telephone or Tfl to A2's of Troop Carrier Wings and a daily repot of
the front line and bomb line as dispatched each day, together with a smmry
of the previous days activities, both air ad groume

a. Premmtion and dissemim t ion of totona Dhaof Ds a nd Le.
When changes in DZs and LZs were vade, *blowups" of the areas were disnimt-
ed to the particular Wings or Groups involved.

7. .on2iatuon of Firi ReLx 2rts on OpermatioaM T

a. Following each days operations, IX Troop Carrier Wing Sections
compiled writtem mission reports acconanied by traces showing where flak and
sall arms fire were encountered, and indicating pattern of drop or landing
as compiled from pilot reports. In addition, photographs were secured follow-
ing the completion of each glider or pradrop mission.

lo

a. Weather service is provided the IX Troop Carrier Ccmnd by (1)
21st Weather Squadron detachmeats, one of which is attached to the Command,
to each Win ad to each Group, and (2) by the Staff Weather Officers of tea
units who control the weather detachment of their respedtive units. Land line
weather camnications exist at all Troop Carrier bases and the Advanced and
Rear Headquarters. The meteor6logieal switchboard at. the rear headquarters of
Troop Carrier Command was used to dissmmimte all operational forecasts to
the 50th and 52nd Troop arrier Wings and their Groups and the one at Headquar-
ters 53rd Troop Carrier Wing to Groups of that Wing. Forecasts were telephoned
from Headquarters, First Allied Airborne Army to the Advanced Headquarters
above-mamed switchboards.

2. 2]matn

a * Co-ordimItion of FoeaS

(1) Because this operation included both the RAF and UAF and
because there were several headqarters concerned with the
weather decision, it us necessary to have close co-ordin-
a tion in thm preparation and isunce of forecasts. The
Staff Weather Officer, IX Troop Carrier Coumnt end the
Senior Meteorological Officer?. 38 Group, ELF, had been desig-
mted, in addition to their other dutiese, Wea ther officers
of the First Allied Airborne Arm, atd during the greater
pert of this operation, were at the Headquarters, First
Allied Airborne Army. Cooriation us maintained frau tim
m eteorological section at this Headquarters, First Allied
Airborne Arn .
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b. Contaas

(1) Meteorological conferences were conducted from the meteor-
ological section at Headquarters, First Allied Airborne
Army with el of the =a jor EAT and American forecasting
centers in the United Kingdom including the meteorological
sections at Adusnced Headquarters IX Troop Carrier Command,
Headquarters 38 Group, RAF, and Headquarters of the Wings
of IX Troop Carrier Co, nd. The schedule of these con-
ferences wa as follows&

(a) At 1000 ed 160u hours each day with the long range
meteorological section of US Strategic Air Forces in
Europe - Colonel KRICK.

(b) At 0930 at 1530 with the Headquarters (REAR) Allied
Expeditiomry Air Force.

ci Bach afternoon at 1.30 and each evening at 1930 with
combined American and R4 Meteorological section, Ad-
unced Headquarters at EASTTCrE.

(d) In addition to these scheduled conferences, conferences
were held, whenever it as desirable, with meteorologi-
cal sections at headquarters, Eighth Air Force, Hasd-
quarters (Bear) IX Bomber Contend, Headquarters, VIII
Fighter Ucmm nd and with ETA at DUSTABLE. Informal
conferences were conducted several times during the day
and night with tue combined American and RAT meteorolo-
gical section at the Advanced Headquarters of LX Troop
Ceirier Uommand at E&SIVOTE so tbat the senior weather
officers at that headquai ters and the senior weather
officers at First Allied Airborne ArmV had the main opin-
ion at all times on the weather conditions,

C. Issuance of Foreca-sta

(1) The coordinsated foreast s were then issued a t the following
approna te times from meteorological section ert Headquarters,
First Allied Airborne Army.

(2) The weather outlook, issued at 1630 each day covering the next
four (4) days, was distributed to Uonzmnding General, First
Allied Airborne Army and omrmanding General and Operations
Staff, IX Troop (a~rrier Conmend and 38 Group, EAT. Analogues
were used to a large degree for this weather forecast and were

~most helpful.

(3) The weather outlook for the next days operation issued at
11-1800 hours tint went to Headquarters of all tactical units
concerned down to aid including the Groups,
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(4) The operational forecast for tae next days operation, issued
at H-l4OO hours appronmately, wnich went to Headquarters of
all tactical units concerned, and any amend mnts to the oper-
ational forecast at 2-hourly intervals, to all tactical units
concerned, down to and as far as the Group.

(5) These forecasts, which were assembled at Advanced Headquarters,
IX Troop Carrier CoUmnd, were used for two (2) purposes:

(a) For briefing the Conanding General and the A-3 Section
of IX Troop Carrier Command at their advanced Headquarters,
EASTCOTE# and

(b) For issue to the weather stations at each tactical Wing
and at each tactical Group concerned.

(b) The first was ea sily a ccamplished by personal weatber brief-
ings at Advanced Headquarters, IX Troop Crrer Commnd.
The second was accomplished as outlined in the first paragraph
of this report.

d. kiafinga

(1) All briefihgs were based on the operational forecest mention-
ed in the above paragraph. Since briefings in the Groups
varied as to time and place between H-lb00 hours to H-R400
hours it was desirable to issue the operatiozal forecast
according to the schedule listed above. Briefings in Groups
and Wings were coducted by their respective Staff Weather
Officers. Briefings at the Advanced Headquarters, LIX Troop
Cerrier Command and 3U Group, RAP, and the briefins a t the
First Allied Airborne ArM were not conducted aceording to
any schedule, but were nade upon request by Commanding
Generals and Operations people of those Headquarters.

(1) Meteorological reconmisance flights were nude at 2-hourlyintervals over the areas cncerned by ailrcraft of the t th
Reconraisasnce Wing. These ft ights were nude so tint reports
would be called in by the Weather Officer ma king the flight
to the Meteorological Section, Headquarters, First Allied
Airborne Army at H-tS hours, hi-c hours and H-j hours. Reports
from the se flight s were of gra t va lue.

f. Svnoxtic Weather Infomstion

(1) During the first six (6) days of this operation there us a

slow moving, high pressure system over tas area of operations,
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giving poor visibilities during a great part t the day
with sas scattered low stratus. While the weather fe--

countered could not be termed ideal, it would be termed
ideal, it would be termed 'above average' in favor of
the operation for this tins of the year, and smli dev-
olopuents that occured were more often in our favor than
epanst us. The most difficult part of the forecasting
which had to be done, es that of timing the disaipeation
of ground fog and low stratus, and on the last thy of The
ePeration of forecasting a clear period in between two
2) frontal passagses.

VII. SI21AL CIENaMTICqs

l. During the staging and launching Of Operation MARKT, direct talking
circuits were installed from the operati l headquarters, EASTCOTE, to each
of the following headquarters.

let Allied Airborne Army, ASCOT
British Airborne Corps, MOORPAJRK
ABA?, SNNOOTC

1.11 Corps, OGBOI ST. GEORG
1st British Airborne Division, FIBECK
82nd Airborne Division, WEM CCMKCN
101st Airborne Division, IZICESR
Polish Pare hute Brijpde, STAWM)
50th Troop Carrier Wing,. Bk-DSTN
52nd Troop e=ier Wing, CornTsaiz
53rd Troop Carrier Wing, O A CQK
38 Grcup, NHfIiVCI
46 Group, STAIMORE

2. Direct teleprinter channels were superimposed on all of the above
dircuits except to the Polish Parachute Brirde, STAMPR=D.

3, During the entire operation no wire facilities were interrupted or
suffered any ft ilures.

4. During the Operation, PU.T. (Pernanent Uninterrupted Termiznls)eircuits were inst- led frm EASTCO'rE to command departure points at NOMH
FWILA, ECIWIAM aid AWDStCII. Service uas excellent. These channels
provided adequate control fbr all missions.

5. Point to point radio channels were established from EASIVOI!E to all
units mentioned in pang~mt Ih, stove, except to the Polish Bripade. 400 uett
tranantters were used. These nets were silenced and were at 'stand-by' to be

used only in the event of landline failure.

6. Air-ground stations, 400 u tt power, were esasblished at 3AS 0VO ,
NOTC IOISLU and AWDEBIBGH 0ne C) aircraft in each V of V's nine (9) atr-
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craft ins designated to monitor this channel during the entire flight on each
mission. Only a few messages to a ircra ft in flight were necesary. The net
functioned 100%.

7- VHF sets, SCRM522, were installed prior to the operation in each
Troop Carrier aircraft. These sets were used exclusively for a ir-air ca i-
cations ad for VHF homing and airdrme control voice channels, Traffic on
these channels was very heavy; some traffic appeared non-essential, however,
conversation on the part of some pilots and co-pilots over flak &reas does
definitely keep morale at a higher level.

8. Thdar Results -Rbecca Aureha C n/AFT-2/ANPaI)

a. Train ita

(i) F nges averaged fran 20 to 35 miles at ali the turning
points locations. Beacons were coded for identification
as specified in the Signa Annex,

b, o I nna

(1) F nges averaged from 5 to 20 miles a On severalI instances
the first few serials reported no beacon and the following
serials iould report the beacon at good ranges. This would
indicate beacons not being turned on in tins. (On several
missions there was no time amilable to get mesmges to
lhr Shore to give parties the necesamry tim date. Parties
bad to keep watch and upon seeing the serials would Lamed-
lately go into operation). Some interference with Rebecca
operation was reported on D Day. Interference was reported
as squitter and high frequency modulated CW. This might
very well have been locked pulses fran too many Rebecca
sets being on. (British aircraft all use the Rebecca
rather than just the serial leader).

c. A Eurela beacon was picked up by several serials on D plus 1
operating on camnnels Baker Carlie but imcoded. Beacon mes in the vicinity
of MYEVBERGEN in HOLLAND. Units were informed to be on the lookout for
strange beacons. On D plus 6 another beacon was reported in the vicinity of
EINIHOVEN. Beacon was operating on channels Baker Oberlie and Coded William
this time. 4

d.

(1) GEE was used very successfully during Operation MARKET. GEE
gr'ound stations on the Eastern Chain were beamed so as to give
good covera go over the DZ/LZ area. Frequencies Wyoming, 48
inca. and Qnincy, 74.5 inca. were available on the Tastern
chain and frequency Jefferson, 68.5 inca. on the Channel Chain.

Both Cha ins seve coverage at the DZ/LZ area but the Eastern
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Chain ive the better coverage. All units were informed of
the fact that better coverage would be obtained from the
Eastern Chain when the GEE coordinates were distributed.
Some serials using the Southemroute operated on the Channel
Chain to get good coverage along the route and then changed
to the ha stern Chbain fcr the L/LZ area. amming Mas en-
countered in the DZ/LZ area, but e san ot bee vy enough to
ha nper operations. Reports indicate that frequency Wyoming
gave the beet GEE results on D Day. On succeeding missions
one day Wyoming would be jammed'"more heavily and Quincy
would give better results an] the next day it would be just
the opposite.

esCR. 717=Q

(I) Since there were no BUPS beacons avaikable for Operation
M , 717-C operation ws confined to search opera-
tion only. Serials using SO 717-C reported excellent op.,
eration with no failures. Nanges from 40 to 60 miles were
obtained on picking up coastlines. The Northern zo ute
offered a perfect scope picture for picking up landfall.
SOR 717-0 was not used a great deal because of good visi-
bility and weather.

9. Operation MARKET was entirely a daylight operation and the greater
Pert of the serials had very good visibility. As a result, radar was used
only for spot checking. When the visibility was poor, radar did its job very
well and was responsible for getting certain serials to the DZ/LTL area and
back to their home fields. In general radar was used very successfully in
this operation.

10. In general, radio facilities aside from the air-ground net were not
needed, although, they were amilable. Severdl aircraft requested VHF homing
and obtained it successfully. Serials received time checks fron K69 (IX Troop
Carrier Conmend Station, EASTOTE). At certain times, due to interference ind
'skip', the station X69 was relorted weak. Several serials reported another
station blocking X69. This my have been a Cenmn Station as no other station
could be found with the call signs employed. A more powerful transmitter was
put on the air and some of the interference was eliminated. In general, the
air-sground radio facilities were very good,

I Because of the daylight operation, the only visual aids used were
smoke end panels used to mark fZ/1Z area. In most cases all serials reported
seeing p3nels and smoke as scheduled in the Sigal Annex.

12. Operatioznl messege centers were set up at each tactical unit head-
quarters. Messaes were delivered innediately fran the receiving agencies.
Necesairy message center administrative work was accomplished either on the
carbon copies or on the origirel after it bid served its purpose. Inediete
delivery of these msssages rendered nnterial assistance in keeping the opera-
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13. Sigl supplies for the operation were obtained through IXAFSC.
Air transportation ins used extensively for delivery. Air transportable
SCR-499 sets were sent in to the DZ/Lz areas with all airborne divisions in
CG-.4A gliders. These sets were used for point to point comunication to tho
rear headquarters of the divisions left in the United Kingdom. The sets
performed in an excellent manner.

VIII. SUPPLY

I. Loistical Pre mratton

a. The tactical plan of Operation MARKET called for the use of te
stations at:

FUDECK LANAR ALDERTc
CHILBOLTCN BAUSTCN HEATH FOLNGHM
CorrESM , SPAMICE SkLTBY
ALDERHASION MEMUIRY RAMSBURY
GENM CCAION WE1LPO 0ECiDM
CHIPPING ONG&R ciGROVE

AWR and! TLBECK bIad been released to the British and BAI.DERf was in the
process of being released at the tinu when units of the 50th Troop Carrier
Wing moved into them. The occupation of CHILBCLTON us an initial one for
this coimnd. It ues neces ary, on comparatively short notice, to establish
the essential1 housekeeping equipment and personnel at these b ur (4) stations
in order that tactical air echelons of the Troop Carrier Groups would be in a
position to be housed and messed r operly, as well as be in a position to per-
form the necesairy mainternce on aircraft. It us necessary to move certain
station ccnplement personnel, personnel from fire fighting platoons and general
and special purpose vehicles to these stations, in order to place then on an
operationl basis. All fields were on such a status within twelve (12) hours
after the A.4 Section had received notice of the fields tiat were to be uset.
Movement of the tactical ai r echelons of the 50th Troop Carrier Wing to stage
ing areas on fields away from their home station, establishing themselves on
a self-sustaining basis in less than twenty-four (24) hours, being ready to
perform major tactical operations and rame battle damage repairs, ain demon-
strated the tactical mobility of Troop CarrierComand units.

be In the preparation of airfields for Operation MARKET, it uns
necessary to construct glider mrsha fling areas at FtLCK, CY SORE and
B&RIWTON HE&TH. The weather conditions had been such that the mrshalling
areas on those fields had become soft with the result that it us inecesary
to lay pierced steel plank. Although the operation us postponed a number
of times, an original deadline of fbrty-eight (48) hours bad been given, dur-
ing which to prepare these three (3) fields. Through the services of the
878th Airborne Engineer Aviation Batta liona, the work ums conpleted in less
than tia time a llotted. Partiouler emphas is is given to tien hot tlat the
pierced steel plarkwhich uas used on these stations bad been previously laid
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on other fields, making the work extremely difficult for the Airborne Engineers,
conidering the time allotted to lay the plank.

c, Previous to an tactical operation, it has been necesry to fully

equip all cantt personnel of both powered aircraft and gliders. Generallyspeaking, the comtat crews of powered aircraft require very little additional
equipment form one operation to the next in order to place them in a positionto meet their tactical role. However, a very difficult problem is presentedin connection with glider pilots. New glider pilots are assigned to tacticalunits fran the United States and do not have all authorized individual equip-meat; glider pilots are transferred between tactical units, often withoutauthorized indidivual equiptent; and glider pilots returning from previousoperations are short of many items of authorized equipment. Due to the arrivalof new glider pilots and the transfer of glider pilots between tactical units,
it was learned that on D minus 2, considerable equipment as needed for thisperscnele Such equipment included flak pads, flak w its, flak helmets, sub.maqhine guns, pistols and grendes. The cooperation received fram SOS Depotsand the Base Air Depot Area, Air Service 0ormnnd, US Strategic Air Forces inEurope, uas such that on D minus 1 all shortages of equipment had been obtain-ed and each Clider pilot completely equipped with all authorized individualequipment. be following consolidated list of shortages of Ordiunce equipmentbad been received from the three (3) Trocp Carrier Wings on 7 September 1944;

Flak Pads 1000
Flak an its 425
Flak helmets 500Pistols 95
Pistol clips 750
Subachine gun clips 1250

This equipment us in the hinds of tactical units on 12 September 1944.

d. The housing of Airborne units on stations of this comand mehandled entirely through the SOS Liaison Section attached to the A-4 sectionof this headquarters. This section took care of all housing necessary tohandle the personnel involved. Somewhat of a problem mts created, due to theseries of postponements of the c ntemplated D day, resulting in the drawing,
returning and re-drawing from depots of approximately 15,000 rations,

e. For Operation M&NCT it us necessary to procure approxinntely1000 lattle dressing kits end 1500 first aid kits, aeronautic. me-ttle dressesing kits were inpovised as a substitute for first aid kits, eronautic, foruse in gliders. The containers far the battle dressing kits were improvisedby the 2rachute Deprtment of the Air Depot. In spite of the fact that the
actual Storing. of these medical kits ues not Mnown until P minus 2, suffi-.cieat were available far the operation, agnin due to the cooperation from US
Stiategic Air Forces in Europe.
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2. Air CorDs Su -vv-E E.nerina & 16 inteane

a. The question of whose responsibility it would be to furnish load-

ing and lashing equipment in aircraft and gliders, vas settled at a meeting
hold with the G-4's of the Airborne Divisions and members of the A.4 Section
of this headquarters, prior to the Operation. At this meeting it WEs determin-
ed that:

(1) Troop Carrier units would be responsible for furnishing all
lashing rope in powered aircraft.

(2) Airborne Divisions would be responsible fcr all loading and
lashing equipuent in gliders.

To meet this problem, sufficient rope was furnished by this commnnd to the Air.

borne Divisions, * that each glider would have an ample supply of lashing ropee

(In future operations, the Airborne Divisions would be responsible for supply-

ing their own loading and lashing requirements for gliders). In addition,'

15 lengths of rope 5/81 x 15' were placed in all powered aircraft.

b. It has been the endeavor of this headquarters to equip all CG-4A

gliders with a protective nose, ramely either Griswold or Corey Crash Nose.

2400 kits were ordered fran the United States in February, 1944 and a constant
follow-up system has been in tbrce in order that these kits would be uade avail-

able in this theatero For Operation NEPTUNE, aproxinately 300 gliders were

equipped with the Griswold Nose. For Operation &RT approximately 400 gliders

were equipped with either the Griswold or Corey Nose protective crash installa-

tion. The Corey Nose insta lla tion is not as atisfa ctory a s the Grist Id type
of nose protection, but information has been received that all future shipments
will be of the Corey type modification.

c. The desire to install De-ecceleration Parachutes on C004A gliders
was not as prominent for Operation MRKET. The delaying factor of the installa-
tion mns due to the fact that thipments from the United States had not been as
scheduled. For this operation, approximtely 900 gliders were equipped with
pe ra'chute arrestors.

d. Fran experience pined in Operat ion NEPTUE, a comprehensive
picture was obtained of the overall cczinad requirements covering rivets and
rivet guns used in the repe ir of attle daumge. Authoriztion had been re-
ceived for the procurement of one additiorel rivet gun per froop Carrier Squad-
ron. Through both British and Americcin sources, sufficient rivets and guns
were Available for tactial units so that each Squadron was in a position to
perform first, and the najority of second echelon type of hattie dainage rerair.
The Service Teams performed some second, all third and some fourth echelon
type o f hattie damage repnir.

e. In spite of the fact that the 150 sets of British Thratroop Modi-
fic aon Sets bed not been returned frcr Italy, after use in Operation ThtGOWN,
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ta otica 1 a rc ft of this comand were in a position to perform any required
comitants with British Airborne Units used in Operation MARKETo

f. A foremost problem in any tactical missiQn is the avai ability of
sufficient pasoline and oil, as well as fuel servicing unit, to fully service
every aircraft on any particular field. On some fields, tactical units perform-
ed only one mission per day, causing no problem as ar as refueling was concern-
ed. On other fields, however, this section was confronted with the problem of
refueling s 80 aircraft in a turn-about in a period of from two to three
hours. Prior to Operation MAin?, all (roups had sufficient refueling units
to refuel all aircraft within three hours so that they would be in a position
to perform another mission. To arrive at this status, it was necessary to pro-
cure on load a large Mmber of refueling units from IX Air Force Service Come
rand and US Strategic Air Forces in Europe. To add to the problem of a turn-
about, uas the hat that all refueling units of the four (l) Groups of the 50th
Troop tarrier Wing were shipped to the Tar Shore two (2) days prior to the oper-
ationo The load of refueling unit. from the 52nd Troop Carrier Wing helped to
relieve this situation. It is interesting to note that the fuel servicing units
arrived at the fields used by the 50th Troop chrrier Wing approziately 30 min-
utes after the arrival of the aircraft from FRlCE, even tbugh this section
lad received only a five (5) hour notice that the aircraft were arriving at the
Northern fields. hch station used by units of this command lad available stor-
age facilities for 14,000 pallons of gpsoline, plus 2500 pllons of aviation
oil.

g. After Operation NEPTUN, plans were ado that for future opera-
tio!s, aircraft wquipped with the Model 80 glider pickup mechanism would be
used to salua gliders from the Far Shore as quickly as Service Teems could
be zado available on the Continent to repair gliders and alas thor airworthy.
108 C-47 aircraft, equipped with this mecianiam, bad been shipped from the
United States. 56 of these aircraft were assigned to the tactical squadrons
on the basis of 1 per aquadron and from the balance of the a ircra ft the pick-
up melanion was removed and stored in Technical Supply*

h. The tra Thing of personnel to operate the Model 80 glider pick-
up meebani requirqd the use of these installations constantly. o uch use
created a aintezance problem and due to the lack of spare parts to maintain
them, the supply problem became acute. At the tie the aircraft lad been re-
ceived in this theater, no repairs parts bad been shipped from the United States
for the pickup mebanism. Although this ection lad taken action to obtain
the necesary spare parts to mintain the pickup installations, it us learn-
ed that no contract for spare parts lad been let in the States. Therefore, in
order to maintain as itch pickup meclanian as possible, it as necessary to

Annillitze - any of the units. Prior to operation KINKS? it was decided to
assemble all of the annialized units at the 3 enviee Wing Depot atd to re-
Wuild as nyz as possible. This us done and a total of six (6) cmplete
units were rebuilt. Of the talanee of the aircraft in this c ,xand which lad
pickup mecanima insta fled, 12 were transferred to the RAF, besed on a direc-
tive received from US Strategic Air Forces in Europe. At the time of Opera-
tion MAI, there remained only 15 aircraft in this comnand equipped with Model
80 glider pickup melhaniem.
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i. The a ssembly of G-w4A gliders a t CROCQIM C2ZtON avera ged a bout
ten (X3to fifteen (15) gliders per day. Due to the very large canitments
required by Operation MARKET, it was necessary to step this production up to
a nexiimnn capacity. Through the efforts of the Troop Carrier Service Wing
(Prov), this production u s stepped up to fifty (50) gliders per day and on
one particular day, reached a maximum of one hundred(l00) gliders.

j Approxinately one month prior to D day, a *red lined' Technical
Order uns received, grounding all -a47 aircraft Iaving a particular type of
engine mount which as claimed to be defective. A survey of this cimand
showed that sixty-three (63) aircraft were affected by this grounding order.
To keep these aircraft grtunded would nnterlafly affect the number of aircreft
which could be made available for the Operation. It us learned tht there
were no replacement engine mounts in this theater and tint it would be impossible
to obtain them fron the United States in time to make the necessary Chenges. A
thorough check ues made of each of the engiza mounts alleged to be defective,
but no indication of failure uas noted. since the aircraft time on aircraft
involved averaged between 300 and 400 hours and no failure bad occurred during
this period, it ms agreed that the restriction would be wived until the oper-
ation uas completed. Instructions were so issued fr this headquarters, auth-
orizing removal of the grounding condition until such tie as the new engine
mounts were received from the United States.

k. On the contemplated Operation TRk WIGUM, a decision uas made to
use two (2) Bolero tanks per aircraft. In order tD avoid fire iazards, -itwe
necessary to procure and install in each aircraft one 002 fire extinguisher.
This fire extinguisher was to be used to purge the auxiliary fuselage tanks
prior to the time the aircraft rould arrive over the I2. The supply of C%
bottles ms extremely short in this theater, In 4pite of the fact that Bolero
tanks were not used in Operation MUrP, a cource of supply us established,
so that a total of .564 CO2 bottles were rade available for this camnnd for

ieate requisition, in case the situation demanded it.

1. One week prior to the Operation, infcnation was received from
British Airborne sources that some of the 9 I 9 3 strops used when dropping sara-
troopers were defective. This required an inmedlate physical inspection ofall strops installed in aircraft of this ocmnt an! the replacement of any
defective strops.

3. iettle. 1annp Incident to4ertnMAI

a.. All COrups, with tin exception of the Or ups of the 50th Troop
Carrier Wing, had sufficient perwonnel, service aid tactical, available to re-
reir most types of battle danage. However, poups of the 50th Troop Carrier

Wing were in a peculiar position, in that the largest percentage of their
equipnent bad been shipped to the Far 8ore. It was, therefore, necessary
that Mobile Repair and Reclamation Units frcm the Service Wing be assigned
to these tactical groups to assist them in the rvair of battle darage.

be During the actualI operation, battle darage in the 53rd Troop
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Carrier Wing us such that it was necesary to move other Mobile Repair and
Reclamation Units from the Air Depot to Support the tactical units.

4. Reclnxtion ofOlidert on the hr Share

a. The Problem of miging gliders on the hr Shore, following
Operation MAJt , has been handled by the IX Troop Carrier service Wing (Prov).

b. The overall condition of the gliders and the ternn was such that
following a survey, it uts determined to oonstruct a temp:rry landing strip tobe used in the removal of the gliders. The grot us such tiat the engineering
Problems involved ere minly fillin in of ditches, construction of dreins, re-moval of certain soft grouMd and the installation of steel matting. The Corps
of Engineer Section of this cG nand made arrangements with the IX Engineer Com.mand to use the 876th Airborn Eng er Avaetion etalion to caatj'uct the
strip. In addition, this section made armngemets with the 12th AWE (British)
for the use of sane heavy equilpent for earth movirw. Origimn fy, tbe Royl
Engineers agreed to allot 100 tons of squaremesh track for the construction ofthe air strip. However,, it was later larned that this orgnization required
the matting for work of higher priority.

e. Armngenants were then made with the 2nd TF to obtain 150 tonsof square mesh track, which us located at a depot near BAYU Although
tnsportation of the square nah t ack presented s wint of a probbm, it
u a s trucked frwn the depot to strip 3-17, tba flown by aircraft of the 50th
Troop Carrier Wing to strip B-76 and the transported by trucks to the 876thAirborne ngineer wAviation Battalion sans 30 miles, to 1Z W1 The time of
construction of the landing strip was one week.

d. The first gliders were lifted frcn the landing strip on 20 October1944 by aircraft of the 61st Troop Carrier Group. In spite of the heavy down-pour of rain, the strip as in good egndition and the gliders were flown amy
without any delay.

e. The events of this day represented the start of the actual re-
covery of gliders from the ar tore to be returned to the thited Kingdn.

I. Both Airborne and Mir Corps Coannders felt that Pathfinders should be
ewployed in Operation MAJW, but due to the kact that the operation us to tale
place during daylight hours, it uas decided that a mininm number of personnel

' .would be ecuntted with only enough tint to set the equipment into ope ration
prior to the arrival of the ain serials. Final decision us that two (2) tents
each consisting of one (1) oficer and nine (9) enlisted men, be conaitted to

. each LZ, twenty (20) minutes prior to the arrival of the ala_ serials.

2. All officers and men, with the exceptilon of one (1) enlisted an, had
participated in a ocanhet pathfinder operation in Normandy on 6 June 1944 and
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lad volunteered for a second pathfinder mission.

3. Preparation and briefing vas very mooth due to past experience.
&ations, aumanition, smoke, panels, et cetera, bad been predrawn and were sto-
ed in the area occupied by the group several weeks prior to the asaignmnt of
the mission. Pilot-Jumpm star conferences were held as soon as We were ass
signed. Pin-points were selected by jumatere and pilot-rvitor teems.
Copies of the Division and Regimental Field Orders were fnished to Jump-
n sters who studied same in conjunction with nps for operation. Enlisted -

men were briefed twenty-four (24) hours prior to the take-off. All personnel
were restricted to the base fran receipt of first orders until return of aire
craft from the mission. 1ach officer and NCO- as sisa 1/25,000 seale U&p
of the DZ area. All personnel carried copies of 1/100,000 aps ofarea of
operations. No * _W =zkM Air Corps-airborne teems lad been working
togetber as such for approximtely six (6) mnths. Utmnat confidence and co-
ordimation bad been established.

4 . The final pa thfinder briefing for air ve and atroops as held
at 0830, 17 September 1944 and inudately following, all personnel proceed-
ad to their assigned ships.

5 X. Miaaionnf TAms 11! ata '2'

a. Teem '1', co posed of hadquarters personnel from the 501st,
502nd Parachute Infantry and of the 377th Field Artillery Battalion, omma-nd
ed by Captain FRANK L. BROWN, 501st Parachute Inntry, ms a aipt to ship
964. (1st Lt. Bob Centers, Pilot).

b. Team '2', 501st arachute Infantry, cummanded by let Lie Carles
MI. Faith, o501st Parachute Inkntry, was assin to ship 981. (2nd 4. Smuvin,
Pilot)..

c. The mission of these two (2) teams was to drop upon and zark LZ
'A' for the main effort, preceding aid group by twenty (20) minutes. Tbama
took off at 1040 fron CHAL&ROVE airdrome, circled, and followed a course gen-
erally East to the Coast. Somewhere over the cbannal a P-47 a contacted
which escorted the flight to the coast of Fmnce before taking leave. No ee-
court vas seenfrom the time our ships reached the oceat until time of Jump.
At a point where the British speerhead as deepest into enemy territory, our
ships bore North and continued at 1500 feet. Oran sk was observed mark-
ing the front lines and the two (2) ships speeded to 180 mph. Very heavy anti-
a ircreft fire ains received and a t 1232, in the vicinity of Patie, Belgium, ship
981 fell flaming into a steep dive, hit very badly in the left en and wing
tank. Four (4) chutes were seen to leave the door before the ship crshed,
exploding in.a sheet of flame.

d. Ship 964 ccuntinued through var heevy flak belts taking wo evas-
ive actrion, until the raitlroad, running generally West to hast into VECHIL, as
observed; at this point the pilot swung to a course peallel to the tracks,
slowed the ship to a stand-still over the DZ and jumped the hathfinder Team
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on the eact spot desired. Time was 1244 plus 50 seconds.

- e, No innedla te enemy resistance Yes encountered upon the DZ,
allowing ,the. team to put all' ravirtional aids into operation in very little
time. Assembly was not necessary tince dispenon us very slight, due to
excellknt drop speed. The Eureka as assembled and inoperation in one (1)
minute, the panel 'T' and the ;anel letter 'A' took no more. thin two ad
one half (2J) minutes. Some difficulty was encountered with-the CRN-4
antenna, but this set vs functioning within five (5) minutes. (CRN-4 antenna
has been modified and frults eliminated since operation). Red smoke us eaM-
ployed when the serials came into view.

f. The first serial, due at 1304, arrived on course three (3) min.utes late, at 1307, and dropped an the reserve side of the regimental objective,
VWIL The second and third serials, both three (3) minutes late, arrived at
1311 ad 1315 respectively, dropping on the Western half of the IS. The Eureka
and CRW4 were left in operation twelve (12) minutes after the last serial ar-
rived. No stray aircraft appeared.

go Since the mission of the Pathfinder Team us finished, (there
being no glider landings or resupply drops scheduled on IZ 'A'), the team nade
it's wy to V where it established a road block in the nain square with
two (2) men, elganed a street of buildinwith three (3) more, dispatched the
reaning bur 1Z) men to take a bridge. Friendly troops were 0ntacted with.
in a half-houre Team 1%, after the initial drive,' us used at--arious times
as local secrity group, prison guards and as ccnbat patrols.

6.Misono T i 'ga 'k'

a. Teea '3', 502nd Parachute Infantry, comanded by 2nd Lt. Gordon
DePemus, ws assigned to ship 585. (1st Lt. Dobbins, Pilot).

be Team 4, 506th Parachute 1nfantry, comanded by lt Lt. Gordon
O Rothwell, ws assigned to ship 096. (1st Lt. Gaudio, Pilot).

ce The mission of these two (2) teems was to drop upon andn ark
Mss "B" and 'C' for the rain effort and subsequent glider landings and re-
supply drops. The teams took off the WII4.VE airdrome at 1040 with ship096 in the lead. Ships accanjanied 96j and 981 over the Channel. Upon reach-
ing the ocost the flight circled twice to kill time art then flew a course
identical to that of Teems '1" and '2'.,

d. Upon crossing enemy lines wery heavy flak us encomntered until
the jump. No evesive action us taken but the planes speeded to 180 mph.
Since UIs 'B' and 'C' were, in rea lity, one large series of fields, the teams
dropped side by side at 1255, pin- pointed emctly on the location desired.
As in the ease of Team '1', assembly of men ues not neceseary since dispersion
us aslight. Pilots slowed ships almost to stall (85-90 mph) for jump.
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e. Slight enemy resistance ws encountered, but it was overccme and
did not slow the terims in their mission. The Eureka vas in operation in less
than one (i) minute and no difficulty was encountered in setting up panels and
CRNw4, all of which were in readiness within four (4) minutes. The nain serials
&ll arrived on course three (3) minutes late at 1319, 1322 and 1325. Since the

S were adjacent and three (3) serials were due on each, it was difficult to
distinguish between them; however, the main effort experienced an exceptioally
good drop, all troops hitting the IZ and assembling without hesitatione

f. Pathfinder personnel rent imd upon the MZ to guide in glider
landings and resupply aircraft for six (6) days, at which time they were re-
lieved ofthese duties. On D plus 7 the entire proup of rathfinders were apin
placed together under Captain Brown and performed various duties under division
a ntr ol.

7. £aman for-PA thfJnA

a. Due to the weight and bulk of navirtioml aids carried down by
the pathfiiders, it was impossible for them to carry in enough smoke and bat-
teries to provide continuous operation of all aids for subsequent landing of
gliders. This problem mes presented to the CO, IZ Troop Carrier 0ammnd Path-
finder Group (Prov) who imediately ordered a resupply mission to be flown on
D plus I to provide necessry essentials. This resupply, consisting of a com-
plete CRN., extra baitteries far both Eureka and CW-4, plus additiorl smoke
Yes dropped on D plus I by lst Lt, Burklnrdt fran ip 086. The equipmnt
landed approximately twenty (20) yards from the Eureka on which the aircraft

s homing.

X6 BRITISH ACTIVITIES DRIfl OPATION

1. During the early days of the operation, this connd encountered
much difficulty in obtaining information as to the tactical situation in the
barttle area of Northern HOLLAND. The AOC, 46 Group, RAF, made a special trip
to HOLLAND to bring back this informatione It will be interesting to read
the notes of A/C 2MVALL reirding his visite (See ANNEX NO. 6)

2. £ U al br a aj

a. The British pkese was conducted by 38 and 46 Groups, RAF, work-.ing in close cooperation with IX Troop Carrier 0ommand.

b. The two (2) caimands coordiruted together in arranging the tiros
schedule and the route to be used and followed; 38 and 46 Groups following the
Northern Route, which was used because it was the shortest art most convenient
route to their u~s.

c, A peat dealI of the a ccura te inforation oncerning the RAP
pins of this operation is lacking because of the difficult tactical situa-
tion that existed in their area of operation prior to, and since their with-
drati from ARNEISM.
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le. Based on previous operations, plans bad been zmde by the Statisti-cal Control Office for the procurement of information prior to, during, andat the conclusion of the operation under consideration. Aircraft and CombatCrew Status reports were in effect on a daily basis and arrangements had beentade for the reporting of combat crew casualties. Aircraft loss figures werebeing reported on the Daily Aircraft Status Reiort and were to be kept up todate by tht reporte The USA Foin 34-C report provided for an accuratestatistical report of the operation fran Group level and covered all phasessuch as number of aircraft dispatched, abortive, ccnpleting mission and a de-tailed breakdown of personnel and material lifted, by mission. The informa-tion so reported served as an adjunct to Flash Reports and as a source of in-fornation for final smnmrization of the opeation. As a result of prepara-tions imde, this Office vas able to meet virtually all requests for inform-tion on Aircraft and Crew Status and for infcrnation on the results of themission from a statistical view point.

2. The following are statistical sunmarizations prepardd by StatisticalControl ad give a complete picture of Troop Carrier operations, from a facts
and figure viewpoint.

Total aircraft disatched
Total aircraft destroyed & missing
Percentage of aircraft abortive
Percentage of aircraft destroyed & missing
Percentage of aircraft darmged
Aircraft sorties
Total gliders dispatched
Percentage of gliders not released at IZ
Glider sorties

Ism- E DRAGON
1662 766
41 1

4.6% .8%
2.5% .1%
27.0% .7%
i6o6 760
512 316
1.6% 1.2%
512 312

NtRLBW01F WTOOPS DOPPED
ORIAIVED

-N §22LN Am
13215

LkQL&L

TOTALS 17262

4784 20915
S61

7019 30481

3990
91

8.9%2.3%
19.1%
3.791

1899

1775

Aircraft
Gliders
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REBJRT ON CPERATION MARKET
GLIDERS

DATE

Sept. 1944

17 D Day

18 D 1

19D 2

20D 3

21 D 4

23D 6

25D 8

26D 9x

29D 12X

arvar -- - I -3 21 1 1 1 1

Disetch-
ed

Relea sod
at LZ

Not Reles-
ed at LS

Troops
not

landed
on

Object
ive

Troops
landed

on
Object

ive

No. of
Artill-
ery Wea

pons
La nded

9

No. of
Jeeps
land-

ed

Lbs. of
Combat
Equip.
& Supp-
lies

Landed

I L..4. t ... t

120

904

385

490

io6

868

213

448

14

172

42

21

193

924

294

499

4209

1386

3472

8

64

61

52

880

l16s

135s8

170583x

1119721

490010
x x

696280

Sort ies

119

888

286

482

Flying
Time

Hours

375
2629

1128

1553

30D 13X

TOIL A 1899 j_1635 264 1432 9566j185 705 2476594
'TO~L568. 177

I

NOTE; z -
X -
5x-

340
640
520
15

pfl ons of psoline
allons of psoline

plions of epsoline
trailers landed

landed
landed
landed

s -

3 motcrcyclea landed.
9 motorcycles & 27 milws landed
25 jplons of psoline landed
1 motmcycle and 3 tilers landed

a a k

SECRET

STATISTICAL

I

im

IN- - --- -- M - - -- - -A- - - - --- I

lww-
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a
ST&TISTCAL REPE ON PERATION MAICT

A I'R C FII&F!T

DA T E Dispatch- Complete Abor- Miss- mhrag- Troops No. of No. of Lbs. of Flflha Sortiea
ed ing tive ing & ed Drop- Seeps Artill- Comle big

Sept. 194 Mission Des ped on land- ery Wea Equip. Tj
troy- Object ed pons & Supp-

DAY ed ire Dropped lieu Ers.
Dropped

17 D day 11074 1150 24 35 27 16320 2 78 c080 91 f7

18 D 1 1031 999 32 22y 204 20fl 95741 5378 1015

19 D 2. U5 243 202 20 17234 14252 2121 321

20 D 3 356 355 1 6 125 933376 164 355

21 D 4 177 128 49 .5 24 998 198181 797 133

23, 6 531 489 42 9 76 5.56 52399 391 525

25 D 8 34 34 97500 177 3-

26 D 9X 209 209 1 882 134P 757425m 1267 209

29 D 12.X 11 5 6 20 3215 4 $

30 D 13X 22 22 3 112732 105 22

TO.MA T.39903634 393 762 20915J134 j 278 343 2 1

m

NOTE: y Includes aircraft 42-93098, 439th TC Gp,
no definite information.

P - 73 trailers oand 31 motorcycles landed.
# - Bsed on Form 34-C reports revised as of

30 September 1944.

zz - 4486 rilons of g soline dropped.
m - 3374 1lons of irsoline landed.
X- This mission all aircraft landed

Strip, GRAVE, HOLLAND



wet
SELUIRY OF AIRIORNE OPB7MATIONS FC R"MARKr"

38 AND 46 anoups, rtar

DATE TASK NO. OF NO. OF A/C NO. OF A/C NO. OF A/C NO. OF A/C !10. OFA/C REM. KS
SCIT IES MISSING fIMAGED DA oD S"CrCESSFIL UN-

BY FLAK BY F RIwt SX.CESSFUL

Sept. 17 Pathfinder 12 Nil 1 Nil Uo opposition fron
(Day) Gliders 358 Nil 6 Nil fighters and £PIZ

_______ ________ ________ opposi tion ie4li
37C Nil 7 Nil 331 39

Sept. 18 Resupply 33 2 14 Nil Good figter cover
(Day) Gliders 297 1 30 Nil No opposition fran

........ fighters and flak
330 3 4 Nil 306 21 opposition conside

q ble

Sept. 19 Resupply 165 13 97 Nil N0 opposition from
(Da y) Gliders 44 Nil 9 Nil fighters Flak cn

.. ...... __ sidemable. 1i ghte:
209 13 o6 Nil 185 cover ad.

Sept. 20 Resupply 164 9 62 Nil 152 3 Low fighter cover
(Day) poor. No enemy fig

ters.Flak co nsider
able

Sept. 21 Resupply 117 23 31 7 92 3 interception by en
(D y) fighters. Fighter

er poor.Intense fi

Sept. 23 Resupply 123 6 63 Nil 115 2 Slight enemy fight
(thy_ _ctivity.Flak i

TOTALS 1313 .54 313 1181 79
tel i * I I I

a
ble

r

!he&

.emy

ak

er

I

a

4d
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I

Total a/@ "Total Gliders Sorties Troops Dropped on Rounds of Cankt Equip- Missing
Involved Involved Flown Objectives in ment and Spples Drop- a/c

a/c and Gliders pod by a/c and gliders.

AMECAN 4212 1899 5803" 2237 7951097000 96"

EITI 2018 701 194 4731 5631030 74

TOTALS 6260 2600 7747 2 8 13582127 170

(*) Includes 2.52 B24 aircraft used in resupply.
(") Includes 26 J-24 a ircreft completing resupply mission.
("*0) Inc hido 3-24 resupply mission.
(0000) Includes 6 B-24 aircraft of Eighth US Air Force.



COMaBT CREW CASUALTY REPORT

Pilot Co-Pilot Navimtor &adio O-ft rCrew Chief SiderPlt
xM w I KMWxI KMWI K M W I K M W I TOTAL KMWI

3LIT 1 111 1111 IIIICA SUALTISIIII
AAAA A A A A AAAA AlAA AAAA AA AA

439thTC Gp 1 1 1 1 5 2 1
40th TC Gp 1 1 1 3 2 8 811
latT CGp 1l4 4 31 42 32 24 121
n42ndlVGp 2 21 1 112 12 13 2162

&L.UIN 172 81 72 184 162 50 32842
= =2in = -W _ __n_ - -

61st TC Gp 2 2 1 1 121 2 12 1522
313thTclGp 4 2 3 2 3 14 37
314th IC Gp 3 1 2 3 .5 4 2 20
315th TC Gp 3 3 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 3 1 2 23
3l6th TSGp 5 2 2 1 2 11 2 2212 22 2 29 95

3 175 2 9 4 1 3 63 3145 3322 98 27142
- - = = fl = = = - - - - -um-ma-="

434thTCGp 6 5 141 3 2 22 21 2
43 5thTCGp 2 1 1 2 3 33 32 23 342
436th TcG 3 112 1 3 11 311 1221 25 52 1
437th VGp 1 3 1 4 1 1 14 3 1 20 2 1
438th"CQ 1 1 1 12 6 432

1 5 296
TOTMLWING 711 23 313 5242 114411 1 13 9 1 918

TOTAL.135 95 3305 6517 7 53613 4 53213 3 44
A -t---- I - -I T m m- ON-- I-

R EC AP IT U LATI TOTL

Killed in action
Missing in action
Wounded in action
Injured in action

Combet Crew Personnel
Non-c nba t crew Personnel

US TOVL

41 215
-2

43 220

VIA
73

_.1
74

29

29

358
8

366

I

VIIA
zu Sm

D

i
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DEi. S YIM REP=

l. In order to appreciate the experiences encountered by wroop Carrier
crows and Airborne units while performing an operation of this kind, an obser-
vers report is included as a point of interest. 'the observer who Jumped as a
paratrooper on D Day relates his experiences as follows

" unmped with the 502nd Para chute Intkntrye We took-off from SIR-
HA CCGIM at 1040 hours and arrived over the MB at 1338 to 1340 hours. The
weather us lazy, with cloud formations from 1000 to 3000 feet and visibility
avengi around three (3) miles. Over the Continent, the clouds lifted but
the has remained and the visibility u s about the ame

Flak started acomn up as soon as we crossed the lines and started
over enemy hold territory. The flak us spotty, trying from light to indium
a nd from medium to heavy and I believe this an be attributed to the air sup-
port having elimiated many of the flak positions prior to our arrival. The
serial I rode in us one of the last to cross the target, so I interropted
personnel who jumped from the earlier serials and also talked to a power pilot,
Captain Rs P, HANNAH, who had successfully landed his C-47 on the DZ and they
all said that the flak was quite heavy on the way in. I believe, however, that
most of the flak ws encountered after the troopers bad jumped and the ships
were turning around and starting back. The area to the West of the line of
flight - HKPPJVAISWAAEINIOVD was quite strongly held and the flak
particularly heavy M and 20-an cannon, us probably intense. There were four
(4) C-w47s down on the LZ, two (2) burning and two (2) cash landed and unburn-
ed. Investiption proved that the crews of the two (2) unburned ships were un-
hurt. Information, tail numbers, et cetera, on these ships las been given to
opera tions.

The drop usa excellent. The wind usa about 5 miles per hour and both
regiments, the 506th on 12-B' and the 50nd on IL 'C' bad perfect drops.
Upon landing, I proceeded to B. ORDNED with the 1st Bn, 502nd and fran
there attempted to go North to M 'A1, the 501st landed thero, to see wlat
soat of a drop they lad, but enemy activity prevented this at that time.

There us little or no opposition directly on DZ 'B' or 'C' although
it was reported tbt eight (8) task (Geonn), IS U s or UK Vs, had been en-
countered by the first troops to land. These tanks were driven off by the
air wipport and two (2) of them destrqed. There us also sore mortar fire
thlling on the IL from enemy positions in the vicinity of BUM', but it did
very lttle damage.

The 506th moved Spth from the ILZ to the town of TON, but frziled to
get the bridge intact because it had been previously prepared for demolitions
and when the Germans awe us cauning down they waited only long enough to get
across the bridge and then destroyed it. The 506th crossed the aeal on the
wreckage of the destroyed bridge, moved on touurd EDIflIOYN and captured it
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S 1
early in the afternoon of D plus 1. In the Mantis 4 the Parachute Engineers
removed the wrockap of thO destroyed bridge and started construction on a now

Erly in the ==ning of D plu 1, 1 aS another attempt to got
through to the 501st and tis tim was sazensful. The sno ad Pulled
out, leaving two (2) umaned physiael road blocks on the ala rcad between
UP. OCKEOI aid V and these were circuifented by taking lack rads.
By the time I returned, the Dutch undOrground lad th removed. I uas ap-
prntly the first one to get through to the 501st for they lad no inform-
tion of the tiation to the Soth. The 501st lad also a good drop, but they
did not drop, in either ease, on the IS. The two (2) battalicns that were to
drop 8 outh of the canal at VUCUIL, dropped about 2000 yards shcrt of the right
area, but they were all together in one pieceo The battalion tat us to dropNorth of the anal dropped North of the canal, but at EATR and not at VUCEL
However, theq were not mattered and their operations were not seriously hamp.
erd ones they got oriented. The sitiation at VCIHEL seemed to be well in
land. The bridge were intact and one us being reinforced to increase its
led limIt from a thirty-two ton capecity to a capacity of sixty tons. I re-
tared to ZM tlat afternoon and after observing the glider landi proeed-
ed to OI OVN

The glider land'. were excellent, but it appeared from my posi-
tion tlat the vajority of th were ]anding too far to the West of the area
and as a result, were comi under fire fro enemy positions in the vicinityof BES.The 5O2nd us anged.in extremly vy fight in this armaaid
lad been subjected to two (2) heavy caahter.attacks. The glider pilots, of
course9 lad n amy of appraising this sittution. I do not believe tht mq
of the g liders will be in a Sufficient flmble condition to be s tahoed off
the L.. The soil is soft, mndy, lea under cultivation and then the gliders
tuched down their wheels were eitbsr torn off or they dug in so deeply tat
their bottoma were badly muled.

arly in the afternoca of D plum I, a British recon car reached theSouth lank of the ami at Z(N and this was our first Ontact with the Britilh,
I arrived in IUOVEN at a bout -1600 hours on -D plus 1. a t ths tiM n it us
partafly oeCupied by the 506th a.nd at about 2200 hours the first British
tanks entered the city. The following day, D plus 2, I htch-hiked to BRUCIS
arrivng there about 1700 hours. I returned to NOt? the followi da y, D
plus 3*, i an PA? Cw7,
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2. The following is an extrat oopy of a letter from fBrigdier GeneraI
AS . GAVIN, Cinnding enera of the 82nd Airborne Division to t jar
eneral PAUL L. WrULIAS, Cm .ag Generalf IX Trcp ChrTrior Cad, dated

25 September 1944.

Dear P. L.a

First I wouldlike to point out tkat the mission assigned the
Division required it to land ad seize bridges over tbe WAAL River,
the liMB River, and the WAALmMAAS canl and to seize, crpnize and
hold the GNLJNK[RI kill ass demiting then brides. The
area us occupied and well held by the Germna. The acecoplitmnt
of our maaion required, above all else, precise and accunte troop
arrier delivery, as well as agreasve* determe action the

ground.

The D Day parachute landings, without excepton, wee he best
in the history of this Division. The acancy altitude and speed
dur.ng drop were considered idal by all participants.

The Patunder tam nded on t on 12 '0' enotly as plan-
ned. Except fowt the fire of a few aipars, who were hardly ce
than a n n a, there us ensq reaction.%laey set up their
equijuant ad proceeded to earry out their mission as planned.

The 504th Parachute Intantry, in order to accmlish its mis-
so arran B averal M's withi its DZ11 area. One ws for
the drop of a company West of GRAV. The others were separate
battalion drops bet of OV. Thos drops were ade y aeor-
ately. No man were drowned by bei d ped in the River. Des-
pite the flak, the piota kept their f ratios and fles the toops
into their specified arenas. The regment seized the oGAVE bridge
in a xatter of hours.

The 505th Para chute Int dropped Southas o
There us considerable flak on their 2. A mber of ipawere
hit in the appr oh Batta lion Conters slated tit formtions
were kept., drops are made accurately and tet, in their opinion,
they were the beat drops ade in the history of their uts In-
tial parachute lAnigA s wiped out theflak crews on the DZ's
prowptly and there were surprisigl few persel easmities from
flak.

The 508th racbnte Inkntry landed Northeast of
and went thru probably nre fbi timnany other unit. Two tips
were shot down in tin Ms. Porntions are ainb a& arnd accurate
delivery acceomplished, by the Tap Care pllots. In the opinion
of the Regitel Counter, it as the best drop the rojiat Ins
ever had.
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Glider landing followed the pacnhute landings on D Dey ex-
actly on schedule and aas result of the elimination of the ground
flak crews by the landing par chutists gliders were landed under
excellent conditions and there as little loss except that caused
by terrain hazrds.

The D plus 1 glider landing were zade on LZ7" sN' and 'TOO
Early on the morni of D plus 1 the Germans launched a strong at-
lack apinet the 82d Division's area from the RZCHSALD Forest.
A mid-amrning counter-attack by the Division drove the Germans to
the approximate line ct the Forest, thus drivin them fron the 12.
but not denying them the opportunity to place ansiderable flak
over it and small ars fire upon it. A message ws sent back to
the rear base in an effort t direct the pilots to 3and on the high
ground along the Western portions of the IZ which was free of enemy
fire. It usa considered too late at this tim to attempt to brief
the pilots on a new 17. and if the message, as sent, had reached
all the pilots, I believe it would have accomplished its purpose,
The tugs and gliders arrived during ensiderable flak and ground
fire. Those aling on the west side of the IZ 9generally landed
unscathed. Those that landed on the portion near the REICHSWAWLD
Forest were generally pretty well shot up. For s unexplaiable
reason, twenty-five (25) gliders of the 319th Field Artillery con-
tinued over the IZ beyond thelICSWALD Forest and landed about
five (5) miles into Germany. I as in GROSBEC myself at the tin
and observed their flight. Several hundred gliders were landing
on the proper LZ and the ene g fire from the PSICHWAD Forest us
very heavy. Despite this, they cntimaed beyond the IS through
the heaviest enemy fire and landed beyond, suffering, no doubt,
cnsiderable unnecesary loss. Of these, about one half have re-
turned to the Division. The glider pilots stated that they were
not given the green light by the tus and, despite the faet that
many landings were taki place on what they estimated to be the
proper ILZ they thought it more proper to wait until the tug epve
them an iniastion to release.

Twelve (12)1 gliders of the 320th Field Artillery landed toa
gether three (3) miles South of the LZ, To &ate seventeen (17)
glider lcrds from the D plus 1 Field Field Artillery landings
were misoing. All things considered, I would ay that the D plus
1 glider landings were very sucessfully aeccoiplished. There is
obviously, however, considerable room for izqroveen~ts; but the
fact that so mach us accomplished in the midst of a very tense
groun fight on the edges of the landing zones speaks well for
the training of the froop Carrier pilots and the Airborne person-
nel they lift.
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The D plus 6 glider landin were nadoa n LZ 00. This area
as free of all enemy all arms fire a-d caqaatively free of

flak. Several rounds of ens artillery landed on the F during
the landing. Troop Carrier serials arrived in comact foratioons
with tim intervals tibnt permitted landing on the a genezul
area wi thout too grat a possibility of collision. I believe,
however, that more gliders o ald be pat over the LZ without aus-
ing any difficulties if the f igkt plan could provide for it.
The personnel participating in the flight reported spotty and at
time intense flak enotes, particularly in the vicinity of the
groad enp gnet tbt us then taking place ca t XXX Corps
line of comnctinaUocxns at VECEL. iatial landings took place at
1600 hours. At 1800 hours, 75% of the 325th Infantry as present
and effective. Today, D plus 8, 90% of the regiunt is present.
Missing gliders landed all the ay from the UK to BRUSSELS, to
LZ '0'. As well as an be determdned. landins were causd by
tugs being shot down, glidera being esht loose, teehnical diffi-
culties with tow ropes aid flight equipnt. All things consid-
ered, unit c~Mnders participating in the D plus 6 flight feel
that the flight was successfully accomplished. AAin however,
there is great room for iwrovement.

Resupply missions, as viewed from this end, worked out as
fcllows:

Resupply on D plus I us by B -2 bubers at a low altitude
into =as 'N' aid 'T'. This us the only resupply mission flown
at the proper a ltitude. Consideambl d isperhion reslted frcm
the vartance in release points of the drop. The resupply as
well seattered, pert of it falling into eneh ands; however, it
served its purpose and we recovered about 80%, all of which was
very vital to our contined acaet existence at this ti0.

The resupply mission flown on D plus 2 consisted of 30-36
ships. I was present on IZ '0' at the tin of their arrival.
They flew quite high, esti ated to be 3000 feet, and dropped
their supplies over a great range of territory. Recovery us
practically nil.

Resupply on P plus 4 us evidently well over 300 ships flying
at variable altitudes, from the proper low height to a very high
altitude, and dropping the supplies in a pattern about" six miles
long aid two miles wide, with the center of it about six miles
northwest of the YE, inking recovery extreey difficult.

Air resupply ues evry essential to enarantee the cntitmed
existence of this division tanco, despite the fact tint contact
bed been established with British troops, they were tmable to
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futndh applies of any class. Paraebute resupply is, at its very
bet, an emergency mean of resupply, and I believe to properly
fumction would require about one third of the cmtat f rce being
ued as a recovery detail to Vt the applies to the remained of
the eatut T enged. This is obviously an impossibility in
a bard fought cona t situation such as we lad here. I believe
tVat your pilots made every reasonable effort to meet our resupply
requirements despite the enemy interference present in the area,
and I believe that the' sapplies delivered were an essential contri-
bution to the Division's 0omat success. Error, if any, lies in
plannin a mission tiat requires supply of an airborne unit over
sich a long period of time by this means. I hope in the future
training we will ae an opportunity to work out a few resupply
problems and establish closer resupply liaison between the ground
and air units.

I persozally did not fool tiat eose enough liairn existed
between my own headquarters on the groun! where we were entirely
familiar with the local enemy situation and your an headquarters,
where the pilots were being briefed The areas of intense enemy
activity, r emmple at vUCEJEL soauld have been avoided. The
325th Infantry, which is at present 90%o effective, has been in the
front lines*for twenty-four (24) hours actively axd closely en-pging the enw. ofeel tint we should be able to acccmplbh a
better delivery from the take-off airdrome to the firing line un-
der conditions now existing in this sector.

In looking back over the ;mst week's operations one of the out-
ataMing things in my opinion, and one thia in most urgent need of
corecticm, is the method of bandling ar glider pilots. I do not
believe there is anyone in tin ecat area more eager and anxious
to do the correct thing and yet so eowletely, individually and col-
loctively, incapable of doing it than our glider pilots.

Despite their individual willingness to help, I feel tint they
were definitely a liability to me. iany of then arrived without
blankets, sare withot rations and water, and a few improperly arm-
ed and equipped. They lacked oraniration of their own because of,
they sta ted, frequent transfer from one Troop Carrier Comand unit
to another. Despite the instructions that were issued to them tomove via cmnd cSannals to Division Headquarters, they frequently
became involved in nfl 1 unit actions to the extent tin t e tisfied
their passing curiosity, or simply ,left to visit nearby towns. In
an airborne cperation where, if properly planned, the first few
hours are the quietest, this can be very larmful since all units
tend to Ione control because of the any people uandering about
aimlessly, improperly equipped, out of uniform, and without indivi-
dual or unit responsibilities. When the oneuq reaction builds up
and his attack increases in violence and intensity, the necessity
for every an to he on the job at the right place, doing his assign-
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ed task, is imperative. At this time glider pilots without unit
assignment and iroperly trained, aimlesaly wndering about cause
confusion and generally get in the my and have to be taken care
of.

In this division, glider pilots were used to control traffic,
to recover supplies fran the LZs, guard prisoners, and finally
were assigned a defensive role with one of the regimnnts at a titu
when they were badly needed.

I feel very keenly that the glider pilot problem at the moment
is one of our greatest unsolved problems. I believe now that they
should be assigned to airborne units, take training with the units
a habve a certain number of hours allocated periodically for flight
training. I am also sunvinced that our airborne unit co-pilots
should have flight taning so as to be capable of flying the glider
if the pilot is hit.

In suminmry, the Division captured the (RAVE bridge several
hours after landing, seized the key term in between UtOSEDX and
NIJMEGEN during the night of D. D plus 1, captured two bridges
over the MAAS-WAAL Canal by daylight D plus 1, and captured the
big NIJMEGEN bridge on D plus 3. The Division could not have
accomplished any one of these missons, nor its complete mission,
but for the splendid1 whole-hearted cooperation of the I X Troop

Carrier Connand."he drops and landings were the best in the
history of this Division* The courageous performance of the
pilots ms magnificent and has been the subject of boundless
favorable corment by all ground personnel. With all the sincer-
ity at my comrand I would like to express to you my appreciation
and thnt of every soldier of this division br the splendid pere
formnnce of your consnd

Sincerely,

/s/ Tames M. Gavin
/t/ JA=Mo L.GAVIN
Bri dier General, US ArmyCouvinding.
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xIII. CCENDATIONS

. On D Day and the dys followi merous cagatulatory nsages
were received by this headqiarters reiprdng Troop (arrier Commends artici-
Pation in the OPeration. The following are excerpts taken from these mes-
anips.

a. ra cm46Grcuap (RtAF)

MNY 1TA1YKS 7(1 YOUR SIGNL WCH IS MU! APPRECIATED
BY ALL. f I SE TO HAVE GGUEXtR Y ELL*

Signed iDARVAL.

b. Frou 101st Airborne Division

PARACHUE DROP SUPSLY ECUTED.

Signed aTkYIAR

c. From Hq, Air Defense of reat Britain:

PMESSAGE CRIALXL APME TDAND WILL BE CONVEYED TO
ALL WHO HAD P&IV OF SUPO NG YR MAIFICE
OPERATION.

Signed. RODEIC HILL.

d. Frm 82nd Airborne Division

COWRTOTIO AND THANKS F(R AN EXCELT DROP GE
AREAS IN FACE OF HOSTILE FIRE.

Signed. GAVIN.

e. From 11 Group (RAF)

YOUR MESSAGE GREATLY APPRECIATED BY THIS HEADQUARTERS
AND ALL PILOTS WHO WERE PRIVILEGED TO TAKE PART IN
YOUR HISTORIC AND M&GNIFICENT OPERATION. PLEASE CON.
SIDER US ALWAYS 100% AT YOUR S ICE IN YOUR rUrtw
OPERATICNS.

Signed. BOUCHIER.

~f. from 38 Orcap (RaP,)

ON ENAIl OF ff3 OFFICES AND MW OF 38 AND 4 6 QOUPS
I EDGENERAL BRE 'ON ANDO YOU MY ThNK FOR YOUR M' s
SaGE OF CON(UIATION. BE ASURD ThAT WHENEVER AND
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W EAIRBORNE OPRATIONS ARE CARRID fOUT 38 AN 6
GROtTS WILL BE AT THE SETI3 OF THE GALLANT CAIhS OF
THE IX TROOP CARRIN CClNu.

Signed 0 HLL S .

g. From Airborne Corps Main:

HEARTIEST CONRATDATIONS TODAYS ICOTA FLIGHTS WHICH
EEXLLT. BRING 878 AVIATION ENGINEWING BN

tLIESP KmR FURTHER EVEORIMT. ANTICIPATE VERY
LAIRGE SUPPLY SHMND FOR AIRO E C(PPS AND SECOND
AMY TO HELP WIN THIS WAR QUICK. HOPE 52 DIVISION
WILL ALSO BE ALLOWED TO CWE.

Signed: RIDGEWAY

h. Fra Commanding General First Allied Airborne Army:

GENERAL KISRIHOWER ADDS HIS CONGRATUIATIONS TO ALL RAN
OF THE FIRST ALLIED AIRBOM AMY TO THOSE OF GENERAL
MARSHIL THE CHIf OF STAFF OF THE UNITED STATES AMY
WHO CA-BLED:

PEAR BIWDTON: MY GONGRATUIATICtS AND THANKS TO
YOU, YOUR STAFF, AND YOUR PILOTS AND CREWS FOR THE
COURKGEOUS AND NUAER IN IIC! THEY HAVE
CARRIED OUT THEIR DTIES IN LANDING AND SUPPLYING THE
DIVISIONS OF THE AIRBORNE ARMY IN HOLLAND. I AM RE-m
QUESTING GERAL EISENHOWER TO TRANSMIT A uMESSIGE TO
THE UNITED SPATES GROUND UNITS OF THE FORCES IMCH
ARE NOW ENGAGED IN THE SALIENT. 0

THIS WELL DESERVED TRIBUTE IS PASSED ON TO THE ALLIED
ELDA S FOIING MY COMN WITH MY FULL APPRECIATION
THAT IT WAS THE JOINT EFIORT OF ALL CCIIE NW4ED WHICH
MADE THESE PROJECTS SUCCFUL AND MERITED THIS C(N.
MENDATION.

Signed: BREU'TQIf

-78- S
9IA.



a-

I'4~ *

7

General URQUIAR7T of British Airborne, congratulates
General WILLIAMS on splenid job performed by Troop
Carrier during Holland invasion. This was shortly
a fter Genera 1 URQUArLRDT wa a eva cta ted from ARNHEM.
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XIV. COCUSIONS

I. Daylight employment of the Troop Carrier !crces was highly success-
fUl. Excellent concentration of janhuto troops and the pinpoint scanury
of all drops, can be partially attributed to the benefit derived frc dayligt.
Fcruztions tightened intervals, column time lengths were cut down, and air-
craft flew to the target in three (3) parallel streams with one and one-blf
(ij) miles between center and outside strams. In certin instances where
38 and 46 Groups (RAF) participated, an additiomnl or fourth lmn appeared
one thousand (1000) feet above the Troop Carrier center stream. Daylight op-.
erations thus shortened time of troop carrier flights over hostile territory,
contributed to the element of surprize ad provided quick assembly of troops
on the ground.

2. It must be emphasized here, that although daylight attributes much
to the accuracy of the mission, such employment can only be unde possible
when the required air support is present, doing the vital work on enemy
ground installattCons to elimin te flak and mall arms fire in the troop car-
rier corridors, and keeping enemy aircraft away from the column. This sup-
port must of necessity be abuntant at all times.

3. Establishing two routes to the target area uvs planning that p% id
high dividends during Operation MARKET. Being prepared to switch from a
Northern apprach to a Southern approach to the target, nade the whole of
the tactical employment efficient and flttble. The enemy did not find us
wearing our our welcome on one specific route, bad weather on one route uas
ignored in preference to the good weather on the other, aad employment of
both routes simultaneously provided necessary relief of traffic conjestion
during low visibilities on both routes.

4@ Results of extensive pre-invasion training of enbat crews, strict
air discipline, and rigid airfield orinization were very evident during the
entire operation. This training cultivated a high uense of duty ina all the
crews and developed the pride necessary to retain unit efficiency and integ-
rity during combat. Training should never be allowed to bog down when re-
tits are so gratifying.

5e. Units should not be ommitted to more than one full lift per dey.
ld troop carrier forces been ecnitted as us originally intended, i.e., to
nake a quick turn around to provide two # plete lifts per day, results would
have mounted into disorderly occnfusion. Insufficient time on the ground would
have allowed no time for spot naintemance, quick relair of tattle damage, and
little or no rest for conbat crews.

6. As ini Opera tion NETN, the press of the army in Operation
MARKE depended, to a large extent, on the success of the airborne asault.
The results of the a irborne effort confirmed apain what could be done with
airborne forces properly employed. All the airborne tasks were accmnlished
- ta sks that could only have been accomplished by airborne fces. There
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were, however, certain failures or only partial successes in the movement
of the amy throgh the airborne acrridor. This in no my resalted fo
any failures on the part of the three airborne divisions.

7. The degree of accuracy in operation could Iardly be improv-
d upon. However it is still felt that there will always exist at least

the possibility fir a certain doe.r of nargiml error in addition to indi-
vidual error because of unforeseen cirestanoese However, wbnever risks
-are to be acceptied, this argin is accepted with the risk. It has hereto-
fore bin granted that the Air under cannot sarantee to the Ground com-
rnder the ocnplete delivery of-a given force on a specific point. The best
that can be guaranteed is that most of the force will be delivered rasonably
neer the point, the bahknee, depending upon two partly known tActors me-

weather and the ene y The Air Counder in operation MAFT pave the Ground
Comander ar better accuracy than he as able to giarantee

8. The priviledge of participating in Operation A ha s ertainly
prepared troop carrier and airbore foces to unertan future tasks with
the confidence of experience.
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SQHEDVLE OF NAVIGATICKAL AIDSVR-
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Now ANNEX NO. 2
AIMSx

SCHWDULE OF NAVTrafQL AIDS
Continuted

(4) On first lift all aircraft for IZ/IZ N' and /IZ/ 'TO will
use Eurela and J7 beacons set up on DZ '010* Green smoke on
'N' and Red smoke on 'T' will be the only aids set up on
DZ/LZ 'N' and DZ/LZ 'T' during first lift. *A white panel "T'
may be available cm IZ 'N' for the glider serials of lift one.
All tug a ircraft going to LZ 'N' or LZ 'T' will use luree and
MF beecon aids on DZ '0' Smoke aid Panels will be set lip an
scheduled for LI 'N' and LZ 'T'. All resupply missions (82Md
A/B Div) will use all the navigtioml aids scheduled for LZ

("') Only one set of Eurela and MF beacons will be used for Is
13N & 'C'. It will be coded as scheduled. Panels and sirke
will be used as scheduled to distinguish between the areas.

(eu') Searchlight cone consists of 6 serchltghts with apex of ce
at 5000', or cloud base if lower. Every other ligbt will be
coded in turn.

Aircraft on the corridor to 101st A/B Div Ys and LZs will
;ass over a White Panel 'T' and yellow smoke 5000 yards before
they reach enemy lines after passing DELOS (101st A/B Div. IP,
5l.-O6-5CN. 04-58-373)

COORDIATS

MORH 52-33-4CK 00-04-103
HATFILD 5l-45-53 001445W
Amiq 52-08.20N o-36-53
AITU 51-44-ooN 00-54-253
BON= 5122-25N 01-26.559
TA% 51.55-55N 02-40-OE
MiAMI 5I-19-25N 02-13-30E

NOzE Under column headed an - letter shown is WHITE.
Under cofluxnn headed amo gglo, colors are represented
by arabic letter, V equals VIOLET, U equals (EEN, B
equals RED, B equals BLUE
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oNow'r~m m ,,,- ANURK' No. 5
SIP0K ACTIVITY

W OCNOWOTIOK WITH OPERATION

1. L SSLSoD.S

Over 250 lancaster M and Kosqttoes of Bomber CommaS (Br) attackS
inq airfields nig t of D-i. One hundred aircraft at coastal batter-
ies adshipping in TathIsl3ansarea worning of 1D day, dropping 0 tn
with pgod results. airfields at enci installatins in area
attacked by Eighth Air Force heavies prior to D d&y.

Two hundred eiahV-one aircrat of BoBer Coastl sde diversdon-
az7 ad counte=easure sweps.

Bight hundred tdwen-one of 875 B-17s hit flak batteries al enw
installations in Holland, dropping 3139 tons G.P. snditra on 117 asigned
targets and E ISYSAirfield from 8,000 to 22000 feet. Air opposition
nil. Flak wderate art in arate AW Meag at curate U art
NIJXEW. Two B-17s lost to flak. Results 117 assined targts: 43 pod;
24 fair; 50 Poor. One hturd fortr-one of 153 P-5s flow escort over for
bombers. No air opposition. No claims. One P-51 lost, unkinn.

S hiveu- dr-ed and three of 550 aircraft (201 P-47s
36 Paitsbo1nPa5) esor ted zib e forations, bodbed at strafe fla
positions. One hundr sevnty- airrat doppe 4.5 tons frog on AA
art t ellaneon grout targets. To pws met eneq aircraft; one pupengageM 15 0U9 north of W&91L..another group, 15 N. 190s southwet of

Clai 7-0-0- .air-1-0-0- groun. Loss of 8 P.47s, 8 P-51s (6 to A&,
I to enow aIraft, 2 catepry "I", 7 to other caues).

Strafing a a-ming:

Positions 107 32
Boxcars 98. 49
Trucks 20 9
Locowtitves 3x 7
Tanks 4 1
Barges 1 5
Staffo ars 3 0
Baock 12
Factories 1 0
Brildges 0 2

Arasvuort (ABA)

Two hundred sixty-eight Spitfres, 67 Tempsts, 36 RA Mu~stangs

a- able SM



mede cannal attacks on barges, motor vehicles, flak positions. One im tang
,c6

Fifty Mosquitoes, 48 Mitchells, 24 RAF Bostons attacked barracks at
AJCI , NIJ1CE'Y, EfE Four tons H.k. on NIJKW--, 27 tons H. onA eK
Bursts een among buildings. Three missing, flak- four damaged.

N±ht 17/18 September. Nine Mosquitoes on defensive patrols over

Airborne areas Holland. Nil.

3. Dplusld v.

Fixhter-bomber escort. Three hundred ninet of 415 aircraft dis-
patched (99 P-47s, 316 P-51s) provided support for First Allied Airborne
knly. Bombed, strafed, escorted C-47s. Sight aM nins-tenths tons frag
al --hsphorus bombs dropped by 49 aircraft on 37 flak positions other
targetsagood results. One hun-dred ingle-engine enV% aircraft in t
main cctcentrations encountered. Cl 29-0-1. Lses 3 P-47s, 4 P-51s
(2 to flIak, 5 to unknowncase)

Bombinjaa t~n

AA Positions 33 4
Half tracks 5 0
Radar Stations 1 9
AUnlition trucks 10 1
Staff cars 2 -

Busses 1 -

Special operations. Two hundred forty-six of 252 B-2 dropped

supplies to airborne in 3 assigned areas--ood resulta. Escrt t 192 of
193 figh rrs. Ene aircraft opposition nil. Fifty-nin* fighters dropped
10.5 turns frags on flak positions. Two groups strafed rail ant road traffic.
Fla was oxderate to intense, accurate, light snd S.A. fire. Bomber losses
16, fignters 21--all to flak.

Bombin and Straf

AA posi tions 6 12 3
Locontives 7 -

Trucks 3 16
Railroad cars 20 14
Oil Trucks 1 98
Starr cars 5-
Fleic cars -3

-ii



ba aW eo Seven 1-5s and I Mosquito. No Losses.

.2aaeLAM.swaa. Two hundred sxty-tv Sptfires, 48 Temest,36 Mtag. No en aircraft ats. Attacks made on fl positions,
flak barges, other gwuia targets.

N Ia 9. Two Mosquitoes carried out defensive patmls
over airborne ares.

4. tflJ. 2.m

One h indrsevernt-to of 182 P5s escorted airborne. Forty plusme. 109s engaged near f Thirt plus Pw 190 engaed same area. Thirty
pls s eengine fighters near WE SEL Twenty to thirty si e-engne
fighters near IJSEW-THI. Claim 23-1-4. Losses 9 P-51s (7 unkswn, 1 flak,
I crash landing).

Z tIR aong . Twenty-three aircraft dispatched. Two F-54, 1
Spitfire, 1 Mosqui lost.

NEht 18119 Setembr. Thirty-eight Mosquitoes dispatched on enem
uovresnts W t/EB/SCI3LYE ara Twenty-swa attacked-7 tons H.E. a 347
flares on MJ, barges, trucks. One crashed on return killing crew.

.%a - - TWo hundred one Spitfires and AP Mustanas Enemy
aircraft encountered Claims 2-2-0. Losses one aircraft mssing.

Six hundred forty-four of 679 fighter aircraft dispatched escorted,
strafed and bombed. No enew aircraft encountered. (4,70 P5s,. 183 P47s,
26 P- s) U2 Squai n P-47s equipped 243 lbs rockets attacked flak positions,fair results. Poor visability hampered fighters, fighter-bombers. Ti of
grou. prevented from bomi ng. Inoluing rockets, 4o 7 tons dropped. I4ght,
intense flak encountered. Five aircraft lost (2 unknown, 1 mechanical fail-
ure, 2 crash landed). Claims

AA positions 1 2
Flak cars I -
Trucks 4
lore drawn vehicles 2
Buses 1 -
Truaks I -



N

Photo Recqe. Six F-5s ARNHMC4LJBGE area. All returned safely.

Night 19/20 September. T ny-two Mosquitoes attacked barges,
river crossings, troop novements east to EI flIOK.

Ground Swr. Thirty-six Mustangs and 16 Spitfires abandoned
patrols SUPEVRT GROUND FORCES BECAUSE WEAfThR NLJ&GW area.

S129i9 SL=?r16 Two hundred fifty-five fighters of AEAF (SpitesTyphoons RAFMtangs operated but made few attacks acut weather*

Good bomb results on one eneq strong point.

I'60 &6. i!&tS dAyt.

Ninety of 95 fighters (71 P4.7s, 24 P-51s) support;ed airborne
operations. One group bombed flak positions. Ten other groups held by
weather. Haze and overcaste down to 100 yards recalled group of P-51ls.
One group P-47s Jettisoned frugs in Channel. Eneqr aircraft resistance
strong, Two P-47 groups met over 50 Me. 109s and W 190s NLI -UJOHW
area. Some eneey aircraft attacked as other flew top cover. Square wing
tip w. 190s seen. Enemy pilots seemed experienced and akillful. Combats
from 10,000 feet down to deck. Claims 20-0-2. Losses 4 P-47s&, all to enemy
airraft. Intense, light flak in all ene held battle areas.

?2ta&e. Two F-5s on P/. Both returned safely.

Area Support. One hundred fourteen Spitfires, 21 RAF Xustangs
sighted 18 enemr aircraft. Resulting comt 3 w 190s daged. Pbor weather.

7. D plus I_"a*s

Seventy-seven of 79 fighters (sweeps over ARHK area). No enemy
aircraft encountered. All back safely.

Photo Recc. Seven P/R airraft over battle area in Hollard. No

losses.

8. DPlus6 das.

Five hundred fifty-nine of 586 Eighth Air Force tighten8 (136 P-47s,
410 P-51s, 40 P-38s) supported airborne operations near NIJEGEN These4
groups assigned to attack flak positions. Forty-three aircraft dropped 104
tons frags on AA awl miscellaneous ground targets with good results. Re-
mainder escorted al strafed growtd positions. Enemy aircraft opposition
approximately 185 Nw. 190s and Me. 109s. Three groups had ombat, 4 other
groups sighted emqr aircraft but did not engpe. Claims 27-2-6. Losses
13 P-47s, 12 P-5la (3 to intense flak; of 17 missing, 12 believed safe in
friendly territozy).

Bombing .and. Sfrfins

______ aJV.a
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asDestroe&aM

AA positions 18 17
Trucks 23 2
Tanks 3 1
Vehicles 1 1

go D pu as

fs Two P-5s covered ARN ILMG. Both fied to
return. Seventy-nine Typhoons, 35 RP Mstangs operated/
GORIN areaso

Loootives 7 7
RR Tzuck 47 2
Trains 2 1

WT3 61,.
One Typhoon missing.

Twenty-two . Typhoons provided support for gwnd foroes ARM&
area attacking successfully infantry, mortar positions at headquarers
buin One hundred twenty-seven Spitfires, 12 RAP usa gs flew defensive
sorties without incident.

liht 24/25. Six Mosquitoes on recce over Hollsmi. Forty-nine
osquitoes harrassed eneW mveent between i and MAA Rivers.

10. DRIk&a .

Sixy Spitfires at 36 RAP Mutangs provided esort for 33 lhkotas.
Fifty em4 aircraft encountered ANX area. Forty enw aircraft flying
east near 0 C ms2wo. Claims 2 w. 190s, 2 Me. 109s destroyed; 2 w. 1o90
amazed. Losses two Mustang.

Defensive Patro. Seventy-three Spitfires patrolled. One missing
twenty-one Mustang aM U lMosquitoes. Mosquitoes destroyed 1 He. 11 in
AROWarea*

Special Siwport. Fifty-four Mtcohells and 246 RAP Bostons dis-.
patched. Seventy-four aircraft attacked 5 en7 gun and mortar positions in
support of groust forces. One bndred thirteen tons 1.3. dropped. Six
MiKtohefls attaced by 12 Nw. 1905. Claims 2 Pur. 190s probables. Leases 2
Mi tchefl aMd 1 Boston missing.



Phto RecWe, Oe F-5 operated West of NL and returned
safely.

n.., D-Rim- Asa*h

Three hundred twenty of 336 fighters (173 P-I7, 96 F-51., 67
P-38s) flew nweep. and escort for airborne operations. Two gro* iluded
fr Ninth Air Peoe. Enoomtered approximately 50X.. 109. at N. 1906
in MWST/HALMTE area. Ensuring combat claim 32-1-3 for loss 2 (1
P-38 to unl man ause, 1 2-51 catepry "E" damage)* Other groups swept area
uneventfull.

mto.s. Nine 1-5 out. Soe -in battle areas of HollaM.
Two were intercepted, 1 by 4 ene aircraft, the other by eight eney air-
craft--both evaded safely. All returned to bases.

12. Dplus 10 d vs.

Three hnred thirty-five Spitfires, 247 Typhoons and 93 RA?
Mustangs operated in AuX /IJ /APSD area. Nnber of combats
in A area. Forty-one eneq aircraft destroyed, 2 probables, 16 dam-
aged. Six ore eney aircraft destroyed on groun, 3 damaged on uuut.

V/T 21 37
Loco tive 422
Truks 55 70

Six Sptfire. and 4 other aircraft missing.

ith.§ a. hDring day 66 Spitfires, 14 Tewpst. on fighter
operations over HollsM. Two locomotives destroed, m trucks attacked
with oanowa-stztkes seen. Two Spits a d 1 Tempest missin
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NOSS By A.O.C. NO. 46 GROWUP ON VISIT
TO 33101 AND HOLLAND. 219o44 -

249044

iL As a result of the difficulty of obtaining information as to the
tactical situation in the battle are in Northern Holland, ad of the
casualties Which the Group was incurring in their re-supply operations of
the 1.t Airborne Divisions I decided to visit the scene of operations,
endeavour to arrange tat better tactical inforution was available, aid
to appreciate the problem on the spot.

2. I arrived at Brussels Airport at about 1630 hours, art proceeded
straight to Headquarters, 2nd T.AJ. where I saw S.A.S.0. aid A.O.C Both
appreciated the difoulties of attempting to get a true tactical picture
of the position in the United Kingdom, and of the waarasmnt that it
was to No. 83 Gru being exltded from operations over the battle area,
for vital periods, while airborne resupplye was taki. place. Both appre-
ciated the difficulties of laying on. re-supplios fon the West of England
to Holland when the weather was difftcult, and it was dfficult for
rendeavous to be mde with FightUrs with aiq accuracy over the aea.

3. 1 suggested that we should be wise to base a Squadron in the
Brussels area, where it should be able to get the latest available infor-
mation and be provided ith intimate fighter cover by No. 83 Group, all
of iwoes pilots knew the area, ant where close co-operation, without which
stoess is difficult1 can be obtained. It was speed that this was very
desirable the only difficulty being likely to be the supply of aviation
fuel in sttficient quantity, Subject to that being available or being
brought in by air, it was agreed that a Squadron should be wved in as
soon as pracible.

4*8.8.0. 2nd TJ..F drafted a Sigmal to A.E.A.F., C.A..0.L, Rd.
6 Group recomm- ing the move forwa of a Squadron, and akng for air
transport to be made available to assist the me. It as clear, from a
visit to the Operations Boom, and discussions with the Operations Officers,
that very little up-to-tbe-uinute information was available in Brussels,
ant that in order to get the picture, it would be necessary to visit Head-
quarterso, 83 Group.

5. Accordingly, I drove to Louvain the next morning early to contact
the A.0O ai SA.S.O. No. 83 Group. It was ascertained that since No. 83
Group was not concerned in air way in the airborne operations, thqy had
little kNowledge of the position in the Nijeteen area. This M eant a flight
of something like 90 miles over country mainly in eneq hatds aid the enl~y
safe way to do it was to fly at tree-top height over the road, along which
transport cola.s war. being macred forward, and which was controlled to
some extent by British tanks aid armoured cars.
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6. Accordingly, S.A.S.0. laid on an Auster aircraft and pilot, and I
left in poor visibility and low cloud at about 1000 hours.

7. We reached the emergency Auster strip, made by the 1st Airborne
Corps about 2 miles south of Nijmegen town at f1450, after having appre-
ciated how narrow the safe corridor was, because when on one or two occa-
sions, owing to bad visibility we deviated from the roadtopp we attracted
the unpleasant attention of hostile macne guns.

8. 1 proceeded from the strip straight to Headquarters, No. 30 Corps,
where I met the G.S. and ubsequently the G.O.C. Lieut. General Hor .
Both appreciated the vulnerability of the transport aircraft attempting to
re-supply the cut-off 1st Airborne Division, t both expressed admiration
for the courage and detennination of the crews who were flying in supplieso

9. We l on medium artillery fire against the enemy flak artillery
positions, so that later in the evening there would be support for the re-
supply aircraft from the growad as well as Fighters. It was appreciated by
everyone the advantage that would follow the establishment of an Air Force
Liaison Officer in the forward area, who could get the Tramport and Fighter
Squadrons employed on this duty intimately briefed with the latest situation.

10. It was appreciated nowhere south of the 30 Corps area quite how
tenuous was the hold on the road. A small area was held by our forces in
the Nijmegen district. North of Eindhoven, we literally held nothing but
the road itself until the bridge over the Kaas River was reached, at then
the area occupied by the 30 Corps re-inforced by the 101 Airborne Division
was only about six miles wide. The whole of it was under shell-fire from
Gean positions to the North an Last.

11. I then proceeded to Headquarters of the Airborne Corps where I
met General Browning, ant his Chief of Staff. They explained the position
in which the 1st Airborne Division was, as far as was then known, aM stated
that they had very few messages from them, but it seemed as if the 1st Para-
troop Brigade which had at one time captured the Bridge intact, had been
eliminated. It also seemed as if the rest of the 1st Airborne Division were
in a bad way, and were restricted to an area of about 1,000 yards x 1,000
yards West of Arnhem, which was continually under mortar, machine-gun and
artillery fire. E veryone expressed their admiration for the crews of the
supplying aircraft. In spite of the fact that quite a large nmber were
being shot down in flames no following crew ever showed azny sign of falter-
ing. They appreciated the difficulty of communications and were only too
anxious that a better system should be laid on if possible.

12. I discussed both with the Airborne Corps and 30 Corps the question
of using Fighters for dropping supplies, art thus cutting our losses down to
a minimum, and both were only too anxious to make our task less hazardous
and more certain.

swi.. amo



13. I went back to the Strip tmediately on leaving the Airborne Corps,
to get back by air to 83 Group. Unfortunately same 30 miles bk down the
road we ran into German opposition. The aircraft was hit, and we had to
alongsde our forward troops. It transpired that a German olun of tanks
art Panzer Grenadiers had reached the road a few minutes after we passed up
during the morning, and had obtained control of 10 miles of it. The only
other two aircraft to fly at that time were shot down, one containing the
Chief of Staff of the 2nd Arur, who made his way back to our lines, the
other has not been heard of sinoe.

I4 I borrowed a reconnaissazve car from the K.DoG. art returned to 30
Corps Headquarters to reprt the road block. There was noomuniation
where it had broken to the forward area It was subsequently contirmed tat
the road was blocked; all transport was stopped, and operations were laid on
at both ends of the break to clear it. In consequence I was unable to re-
turn to Headquarters, 83 Group, and therefore, after a Conference with Gem&
oral Harrocks art Browning and Chief of Staff, 2nd A#m, I sent a signal
asking for perssion to move 575 Squadron from Brdell to vre, so that
future re-supplying could take place unter the best possible tactical situ-
ation, with the best information, and possibly at night-

15. Later that evening, L visited Nijuegen Bridge which had been
captured the night before, and saw sow of the fighing going on in tint
area. It was etremely interesting to see the tank actions going on with
the local population watching the from the windows of near hous, or
from the shelter of trees in the fields, art apparently not being particu-
larly alarmed by the shells art machine-gun fire.

p.6. At most of our battery positions which were in action, art on
which enaW shells were fafling, women ant children were distributing fruit
to the winners. They seemed to take the tiole thing as part of the day's
work.

17. I stayed the night at 30 Corps Headquarters, pbeing forced to re-
main there until the road as openm, since with the Germas in occupation,
it was not safe to fly back in an Auster. In arr event, miAne was wt avail-
able.

18. I took the opportwaitj the next morning with the C.R.S. of the
Airborne Corps to do a reconnaissance for the land in ruds in the vicin-
ity, for I realised that if the road was likely to be blocked for aq length
of time, we would be in a very urtavoureble position in the near future,
owing to lack of petrol art munion. They were low as it was, aumud tionfor the artillery being o below 300 rounds per gn, nothing nearer than
Eindhoven seme 60 miles to the rear, sit the Germans in occupatiLon of' the
road in betwee.

19. We found an excellent area which had in fact been inter prepara-
tion by the Germans as a Fighter Airdrom Just West of Graves Bridge. We
gave orders for it to be ma out, art a strip 340 yards long art 100
yards wide was easily available. To the East, there was another area wh
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only required the removal of some wire fencing to make it im ately avail-able.

20. It was an interesting experience to undertake a reconnssaxe in
a jeep, with a Tomq-gun, with no troops between you Sit the en , a the
prospect of meeting an eneq patrol at the next corner, but the Arw seem
quite used to this, and they show no concern whatever, except k a
good look out, not letting the engine stop, and keeping their Tow-guns
haWy. We even stopped to pick Machrooms in a field about 7 miles outside
the perimeter. I must sayI wasgladto getinto itagain.

21. On returning to 30 Corps Headquarters, we reported the positon
of this field by Signal, ard had a Conferece with Generals Browning and
Harrac discussing the results of the Airborne and Arg operations up
to date. Unquestionably, the 82nd art 101st American Airborne Divisions
admirably supported by 30 Corps had been most successf n capturing the
vital briges which were their objectives. The Bridge at Nijegen in par-
ticular, ich the 82nd captured, supported by tanks of the G. Ar- rd
Division was a great achievment, the main span being something more than
1,000 ft. long, and the river a most formidable obstacle. As far as the
bridge at Armhes was concerndp, it was clear that insufficient provision
had been made for the task. It would have to be borne in mini in future
that when an Airborne foroe was landed for an operation of this k,
sufficient troops must be made available, not only for ahie&ing the
objective itself, but also for securing the D.Z. for re-supply. It was
also most iWortant that a link up on the groum should be made as soon
as possible as oppositin was bound to build up ard re-supply in the face
of massed flak was not only expensive but often unsuccessful.

22. The first Airborne Division proved to be insufficiently strong
to achieve either result, and in consequence resupply had to continue in
the face of increased fla opposition, and large niabers of transport
casualties had to be accepted in consequence.

29. It was also conasidered that although it was certain3y right to
lay on the airborne operation from England as it was, with the tactical
support of the United States 8th and 9th Forces, resuppl, after surprise
has been lost, is so mch more ooplicated a matter, that it can only
effectively be laid on by the local Air Commander on the spot, who can
Judge the position from ti to time, and who can arrange for the int te
Fighter co-operation that is necessary. We watched the dropping of the
resupplies to the Divisional area at 1700 hours. It was most inpressive,
but I was inclined to think "c'est manifique, mats ce n'est pas la guerre".

24. On the comletion of the dropping, it was reported that the road
was open. Accordingly the Corps Commnder arranged for a Jeep to take me
back to Headquarters, No. 83 Group, Bourg Leopold.
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25. It was an interesting experience to drive back along the road so
lately the mcene of battle, in the failing light, sit to meet burning
vehlcles, houses etc. and tanks and guns at instant readiness. A Jeep
seemed a particularly defenceless vehicle in the stretches of road between
the occupied positions, and we were to reach Bourg Leopold and Head-
quarters 83 Grovp after a drive of some 60 - 70 miles, at about 20 hours.

26. The position was discussed with Air Vice Marshal Broadhurst and
his S.A.S.0. The A.0.C. said that he had his Typhoon wings eqtipped for
supply and that he would willingly undertake such work if he was
asked to do it. He was sure that that was the right w to tackle such a
problem. No oae far from the battle could have the best anist up to date
tactical infoation art supply in such oiromistaes ,neee intimate toucbetween the fighters and the aircraft, ether ons or Dakotas.
We agreed that I should seda forward a liason officer to 30 Corps to keep
him in the pictwre ar that he would organise resuppl operations inouding
the provision of Typhoons if neoessazy, keeping in touch with QeC. lfl Wing
at STIRs.

27. He pointed out how unsatifatox7y it had been from his point of
view being forbidden to operate over the battle area durin the periods
when resuppLy was in progress. He also referred to the proposal to use the
forward airfield now being made at Eindhoven and Graves for further trans-.
port work since that would prevent the establishment forward of the fighter
wing and thus deprive the forwa troops of effective fighter cover art
close support. It war for the Any Comandr to decide what he wanted most,
but he could not guarantee effective cover at the ranes now involved art
the Luftwafe was showing signs of being more aggressive.

28. I returned to Brussels by Auster the following orning, briefed
575 Squadmn for their resupply mission to GRAVS, at instrtcted the Sta-
tion Comner to land there and inspect the field from the point of view
of intensive use by ktas.

29. I then proeeded to HeAdq arters 2nd T.AJ. at discussed the
position wtAh 8.A.8.0. art A.0.A. Dot were happy to base the squadron
teqporarily forward aM. agreed to the control of operation by 83 Group.
A.0.A. said that the fuel position wa better since a petrol tri had Just
been reported to have arrived. They poin~ted out the difficult position 2nd
T.A7F. anM 21st Arw Groups wer-e in, being deprived of nearly all air tas
port during the aiarne phase, art hoped that we resources would soon be
put at their disposal.

30. S.A.S.0. agred to sending forar a liaison officer so long
-s he was clearly responsible to A.0.C. 83 Group. He had talked to Air

Vice IashlBromaft t about the use of qYhoons for st~ply a agreed
that thq were the better answer.



31. Before leaving for U.K. I sent W/Cdr. DUDGM forward to report
to A.O.C. 83 Group; and then prooeed to Headquarters 30 Corps for temorary
lia:son dutieso

/a/ n hrva3ll
/t/ L. DWALL
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AIR SIPO ACTIVITY
3COOWOCTICK IT QYSRATION

Over 250 Lancter anr Mosquitoes of Bomber Couratd (Br) attaced
eaw airfils ight of Dl1 One hundred aircraft attacked coastal batter

lea and shipping in Dutch Ilands areamorning of D days, Xdin"5w tons
with od resultso Airfle3d a en intallatn inarea
attacked by Eighth Air Force heavies pior to D day.

Two hundr eighty-one aircraft of Bomber Garnet ad. diversion-
&ry at coUtemasure sweps.

Eight hzndredtwent-one of 875 B-17s hit flak batteries and ena
installations in Bofla, dropping 93139 tons G.P. ext tag on fl7 assigped
tareto and EIDMV Airfield from 8,000 to 22,p000 feet. Air opposition
nil. Flak iderate art inacurate AROU. eaor and inaccnte U l and
NIJEGNI. Two B-17. lost to flak. Resul t 117 assigned targets: 4,3 od;
24 fair; 50 poor. One hundr forty-one of 153 P-51s f1ev eort cover for
bombers. No air oppsiton. No claims. One P651 lost, unkmn.

atrs1twrfl Five Mndre .nd three of 550 aircraft (201 P47s
36 P-388, 33 P-53&) srte airborne formations, boubed and stmrfe d lak
podtions. One hundred s0etay- t aircraft dropped 445 tons frag on AA
ad miscellaneo gr target. M n met eneq aircraft; one vw
engae 153 I109s north of lBEL..anottwr potq, 15 1w. 190s soutiwet of
USE. Clas 7-0-0- air-1-0-0- mound. Los. of 8 P47s., 8 P-53t (6 to A,
I to ene aircraft, 2 catepry ' 7 to other causes).

Strafing atbombing:s

ALPositions 107 32
Box cars 98 49
Trucks 20 9
Lormtives 3'7
Tanks 4 1
Barges 1 5
Stafoars 3 0
Barcs0 12
Factories 1 0
Bridges 0 2

Two hundred sixty-eight Sptfire., 67 Tempsts, 36 RAP Mustangs
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mede cannal attacks on barges, motor vehicles, flak positions. One Mustang

Fifty ?osquitoes, 48 Mitchells, 24. RAP Bostons attaokd -barracks at
ARNIIM, NIJMY, EDS. Four tons H.. on NIJ t, 27 tons H.Ee on A4fHPX.
Bursts seen among buildings. Three missing, flak - four daged.

Nisht .17/18 Seteter. Nine Mosquitoes on defensive patrols over

Airborne areas Holland. Nil.

3. DpLus 1 .

Fighter-bomber escort. Three hundred ninety of * 1 5 aircraft dis-
patched (99 P-47s, 316 P-51s) provided support for First Allied Airborne
x . 3ombed, strafed, escorted C-47s. Sight aM nine-tenths tons frag
wrl thosphorus bombs dropped by 49 aircraft on 37 flak positions at other

targets--good results. One hundred sinle-enine enu airraft in two
-main cccentrations encountered. Claims 29-0-1. Losses 3 P-47s, 4 P-51s
(2 tc fl.aik, 5 to uown causes).

C1 es~r~ e

AA Positons 33
Half tra ks 5 0
Radar Stations 1 9
Amnitin trucks 10 1
Staff cars 2 -

Busses I -

Spial oerationg Two hundred forty-sx of 252 B-24 dropped
supplies to airborne in3 assigned ares-pod results. Esort by 192 of
195 fighters. Eneq aircraft opposition nil Fifty-nine fighter dropped
10.5 W s frags on flak positions. Two groups strafed rail an road tff c.
F k wasm derate to intense, accurate, light ant S.A. fire. Bomber losses
16, fignters 21-all to flak.

aA posi tions 6 12E3M

locouzotives 7 -
Truck 3 16
Railroad cars 2014
Oil Trucks 1 98
Staff cars 5-
FleY cars -3
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khfip.A 1a Seven F-5 aMd I Mosquito. No Losses.

Genema A&h2h§ i Two hudrA aix -two Spitfires, 48 Teests,
M36 w ustaons. No enev aircraft combats. Attacks made on flak positions,flak barges, other grot targets.

jAt. 3J'g fljg. Two osquitoes carried out defensive patrols

over airrne are,s

4. tlSJ.Aaa

One hundred smanty-b of 182 P-51s esorted airborne. Forty plus
Me. 109s ene de near A fl. Thirty plus ,. 190s engaged same area. Thi rty
plus single-engine fighters near WESEL. Twenty to thirty single-engine
fighters near IJSMWTIN. Claims .231-4. Losses 9 P-51s (7 unknown, 1 flak,
1 crash landi.g).

WIR As o . Twenty-three aircraft dispatched. Two F-5s, 1
Spitf"re, 1 quito lost.

izht 18/19 Sevtember.o Thir-eiWght Mosquitoes dispatched on ena
uements WAT l/R C WArea. Twenty-seen attacked--7 tons H.E. and fl7
flares on KA/, barges, trucks. One crashed on return killing crew.

A ME fl Two hundred one Spitfire. and RAP Mustangs. Enemy
airc4rft enountered Clais 2-2-0. Losses one aircraft missing.

5. kD Sim Ika.

Six hundred forty-four of 679 fighter aircraft dispatched escorted,
strafed and bombed. No enay aircraft encountered. (4.70 P-51s, 183 P-47s,
26 P-s) fl Sqywan P-7s equipped lbs rockets attacked flak positions,
fair results. Poor visibility hampered fighters, fighter-bombers. Two of 4
grw Prevented from bombing Ino-td0ng rocketa 4.o7 tons dropped. Light,
intense flak enoountered Five aircraft lost (2 unknown, 1 mechanical fail-
ure, 2 crash landed). Claim nil

Apositions 1 2
Flak cars I -
TrucksdrneHorse drawn vehicles 2 -
Buses 1 -
Trucks 1 -



Photo Reoe. Six F-5s AL area. All returned safely.

Night 19/20 September. Twenty-two Mosquitoes attacked barges,
river crossins, troop movements east to EIRICKe

Ground S~sa. Thirty-six Mustangs and 16 Spitfires abaxxdoned
patrols SUPIORT GROUND PORC BECAUSE WEAIfR NLkJGW are

S secal or.Two hundred fifty-five fighters of AEAP (Spits,
Typhoons# RAP Mustang-soperated but made few attacks afo unt weather.

Good bomb results on one enaw strong point.

6. D .1UAs S.

Ninety of 95 fighters (71 P-47s, 24. P-51s) aipported airborne
operations. One group bombed flak positions. Ten other groups held by
weather. Haze and overcaste down to 100 yards recalled group of P-51s.
One group P47s jettisoned frags in Channel. Ener aircraft resistarce
strong. Two P-47 groups met over 50 Me. 109s and Fw 190s NLfMe(-mWW
area. Some enenw aircraft attacked as other flew top cover. Square wing
tip 7w. 190s seen. Enemy pilots seemed experierced and skillful. Combats
from 10,000 feet down to deck. Claims 20-0.-2. Losses 4 P-=47s, all to enemy
aircraft. Intense, light flak in all enemy held battle areas.

PhoSgj-g * Two F-5s on P/il Both returned safely.

Area Support. One hundred fourteen Spitfires, 21 RAP Mustangs
sighted 18 enaw aircraft. Resulting combat 3 Fw 190. damaged. Poor weather.

7. PAfluLAy1 x.=

Seventy -seven of 79 fighters (sweeps over AIIi area). No enemy
aircraft encountered. Al back safely.

Photo R ece. Seven P/R aircraft over battle area in ollard. No
losses.

8. flD Pl.

Five hundred fifty-nine of 586 Eighth Air Force fightens (136 P-47as,410 P-51s, 40 P-38a) supported airborne operations near NIJflWE2. These
groups assigned to attack flak positions. Forty-three aircraft drpped 10.4
tons fraga on AA and miscellaneous ground targets with good results. Re-
maizxler escorted ad strafed grur positions. Ene q aircraft opposition
approximately 185 N.e 190s and Me. 109s. Three groups had ombat, 4 other
groups sighted enemy aircraft but did not engage. Claims 27-2-6. Losses
13 P-47s, 12 P-51s (3 to intense flak; of 17 missing, 12 believed safe in
friendly territozy).

asive. 
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AA positions 18 17
Trucks 23 2
Tanks 3 1
Vehicles 1 1

9. aiDalu2M Aa*

.aiea Two F-5s covered *. oBoth failed to
return Seventy-nine Typhoons, 35 RAP Mustangs operated AN0ftVBSIM/GORMN C. .a...:""

Looomtives 7 7
RTrUck 47 2

Trains 2 1
VT 36

One Typhoon missin

Twent-tw R P. Typhoons provided support for growd forces ANH
area attaclng successfully infantry, mortar positions art hemdquarer.
building. One hundred twenty-seven Spitfire., 12 RAP Mustargs flew defensive
sorties without incident.

Ni,t ./25. Six Mosquitoes on recce over Hollad. Forty-nine
Mosquitoes harrassed ena unvement beten a at M Rivers.

Sixty Spitfires sit 36 RAP Mtants provided esoort for 33 hkotas.
Fiftyr emq aircraft encountered -AR0f area Forty enw aircraft flying
east near HENLO. Claims 2 w. 190s, 2 Me. 109. destroyed; 2 w. 19s
damsaged. Losses two Mustangs.

Defensaive Pt . Sev(mnty-three Spitfire. patrolled. One missing.
Twenty-one Mustangs ard fl Mosquitoes., Mosquitoes destroyed 1 He. Ill in

Sjpecl! Susfl- Fifty-four Mitchells and 24 RAP Bostons i
patched. Seventy-four airrft attacked 5 ene= gun at morta posi'tiLon in
support of ground forces. One hude thtirteen tons U.S. dropped.. Six.._

itclnhlls attacked by 12 N. 190.. Claim 2 Nw. 190s probables. Losse 2
itchell. a 1 Boston missing.
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Phpto Reoct. One I-5 operated We.t of NIJUCK and ret
safely.

3. *D RIM9 .gA=.

Three hundred twenty of 336 fighters (173 P-47s, 96 P-5.s, 67
P-388) flew sweeps and escort for airborne operation. Two groups inluded
from Ninth Air Proo Snooumtrd p&p itely 50 Xe. 109 aM FV1. 190.
in XwSTxyHAUIlrm area. Ensuring combat claims 32-1-3 for loss at 2 (1
P-38 to unknown cause, 1 P-51 categpry "E" damage). Other groups swept area
uneventfully.

Dro . Nine 1-5. out. Some in battle areas of Holland
Two were intercepted, 1 by 4 eneqr aircraft, the other by eight e air
craft-both evaded safely. All returned to bases.

12. Dplus 10 dvs.

Three hundred thirty-five Spitfires, 247 Typhoons and 93 RAP
Mustangs operated in AIYYJWA/PEWOO3A areao Number of combats
in ARIHl area. Forty-one enau aircraft destroyed, 2 probables 16 dam-
aged. Six more eneg aircraft destroyed on ground, 3 damaged on groud.

Additional claimRk l

M/T 21 37
Loomtives 4 22
Tzcks 55 70

Six Spitfires and 4 other aircraft missing.

Qther S -wp t Dring day 66 Spitfires, 14 Teests on fighter
operations over Holland. Two locomotives destroyed, man trmks attacked
with oannon-strikes seen. Two Spits and 1 Tempest missing.
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NO BY A.O.C. NO. * 6GWP ON VISIT
TO BELILIL AND UOLWID. 21.9.44"

L As a result of the difficulty of obtaining information as to the
tactical situation in the battle are in Northern Hollard, art of the
casualties which the Group was irrurring in their re-supply operations of
the Ist Airborne Division, I decided to visit the scene of operations,
endeavour to arrange that better tact infomation was available, art
to appreciate the problem on the spot.

2. I arrived at Brussels Airport at about 1630 hours, art proceeded
straight to Headquarters, 2d Tt.AF whero I saw S.A.S.O. art A.O.C. Both
appreciated the diffiulties of attempting to get a true tactical picture
of the position in the United Kgdom, art of the ebeansmnt that it
wv to No. 83 Group being exclte from operations over the battle area,
for vital periods, while airborne resupply w taking place. Both appre-
ciated the difficulties of laying on. ro-supple from the West of England
to Holland when the weather as difficult and it was difficult for
rendezvous to be made with Figters with w accuracy over the area.

3. 1 ssuggeted that we should be wise to base a Squadron in the
Brussels area, where it should be able to get the latest available infor-
Nation be provided with intimate fighter cover by No. 83 Groups, all
of ten pilots knew the are, a where close co-operation, without which
success is difficult, can be obtained. It was apeed that this was very
desirable the only difficulty being likely to be the supply of aviation
fuel in stficient quantity. *Suject to that being available or being
brought in by air, it was greed that a d should be moved In as
soon as practicable.

4. 5..8.0. 2nd T.AJ.F drafted a Signal to AE.AoF., C.AoT.O.LR. and
46 Group romm ertng the move forward of a Squadron, a d asking for air
transport to be made available to assist the ve. It was clear, from a
visit to the Operations Rm, and discussions with e Operations Officers,
that very little up-to-theeinute infomation was available in Brussels,
art that in order to get the picture, it would be necessary to visit Head-
quarters,9 83 Group.

5. Accordingly I drove to Louvain the next morning early to contact
the A.0.0. art S.A.S.0. No. 83 Group. It was ascertained that since No. 83
Group was not concerned in any way in the airborne operations, thq hadlittle k ledge of the position in the Nijgen area. This meant a flight
of somthing lik 90 miles over country minly in eneq hands art the enly
safe way to do it was to fly at tree-top height over the road, along which
transport oltum were being moved forward, and which was controlled to
some extent by British tanks art aruvured cars.



6. Accordingly, S.A.S.O. laid on an Auster aircraft ard pilot, and I
left in poor visibility and low cloud at about 1000 hours.

7. We reached the emergency Auster strip, made by the 1st Airborne
Corps about 2 miles south of Nibnegen town at 11.30, after having appre-
ciated how narrow the safe corridor was, because when on one or two occa-
sions., owing to bad visibility we deviated from the roadtop, we attracted
the unpleasant attention of hostile machine guns.

8. I proceeded from the strip straight to Headquarters, No. 30 Corps,
tore I met the GoS. and subsequently the G..O.C Lieut. General HorcNk.
Both appreciated the vulnerability of the transport aircraft attempting to
re-supply the cut-off 1st Airborne Division, and both expressed admiration
for the courage art deternation of the crews who were flying in supplies.

9. We laid on medium artillery fire against the eneur flak artillery
positions, so that later in the evening there would be support for the re-
supply aircraft from the grount as well as Fighters. It was appreciated by
everyone the advantage that would follow the establishment of an Air Force
Liaison Officer in the forward area, who could get the Transport and Fighter
Squadrons emloyed on this duty intimately briefed with the latest situation.

10. It was appreciated nowhere south of the 30 Corps area quite how
tenuous was the hold on the road. A small area was held by our forces in
the Nijmegen district* North of Eindhoven, we literally held nothing but
the road itself until the bridge over the Kaas River was reached, art then
the area occupied by the 30 Corps re-inforced by the 101 Airborne Division
was only about six miles wide. The whole of it was under shell-fire from
German positions to the North and East.

11. I then proceeded to Headquarters of the Airborne Corps where I
met General Browning, ant his Chief of Staff. They explained the position
in which the 1st Airborne Division was, as far as was then knownp aM stated
that they had very few messages from them, but it seemed as if the 1st Para-
troop Brigade which had at one time captured the Bridge intact, had been
eliminated. It also seemed as if the rest of the 1st Airborne Division were
in a bad way, and were restricted to an area of about 1,000 yards x 1,000
yards West of Arnhems which was continually under nortar, machinm-gun and
artillery fire. Everyone expressed their admiration for the crews of the
supplying aircraft. In spite of the fact that quite a large number were
being shot down in flames no following crew ever showed any sign of falter-
ing. They appreciated the difficulty of communications and were only too
anxious that a better system should be laid on if possible.

12. I discussed both with the Airborne Corps and 30 Corps the question
of using Fighters for dropping supplies, and thus cutting our losses down to
a minimum, and both were only too anxious to make our task less hazardous
and more certain.



13. I went back to the Strip immediately on leaving the Airborne Corps,
to get back by air to 83 Group. Unfortunately sme 30 miles back down the
road we ran into Geruan opposition. The aircraft was hit, s, t we had to laM
alonpide our forward troops. It transpired that a German oolum of tanks
sit Panzer Grenadiers had inched the road a few minutes after we passed up
during the morning, a had obtained control of 10 .1es of it. The only
other two aircraft to fly at that tim were shot down, one contagtho
Chief of Staff of the 2nd Arul, who made his way back to our lines, the
other has not been heard of since.

14. I borrowed a reconnaissse car from the KDo. an returned to 30

Corps Headquarters to r rt the road block. There was no communication
where it had broken to the forward area It was subsequenty confime that
the road was blocked; all transport was stopped, and operations were laid on
at both ens of the break to clear it. In consequence I was unable to rem
turn to Headquarters, 83 Group, arid therefore, after a Conferenoe with Gen-
eral Harrooks and Browning and Chief of Staff, 2 Arq, I sent a sig l
asking for permission to Move 575 Squadron from Broedell to Eere, so that
future re-supplying could take place under the best posable tactical sit-
ation, with the best informatIon, si possibly at nito

15. Later that evening, 1 visited Nijmgen Bridge which had been
captured the night before, and saw om of the ftitinv goin on in that
area. It ws etely interesting to see t tank aons going on with
the local population watchin them from the w of nes&r houses, or
from the shelter of trees in the fields, and apparently not being particu-
larVly alarm by the shells .it machine-gun fire.

6. At most of our battery positions which were in action, aid on
which enew shells were falling, women at children were distributing fruit
to the gunners. They seee to take the whole thing as part of the day's
work.

17. I stayed the night at 30 Corps Headquarte"s, being forced to r
main there until the road was open, since with the German in occ tion,
it was not safe to fly back in an Auster. In aror ent, m was not avail-
able.

18. I took the opporttmity the next Worning with the C.R.S. of the
Airborne Corps to do a reconnaissance for the bitng~n pounds in the vilin-
itsy, for I realised that if the road wa likely to be blocked for aq length
of time, we would be in a very urtavourable position in the near future,
owing to lack of petrol sit amunition. They were low as it uas, amuntion
for the artillery bein to below 300 routds per gn, nothing nearer than
Sidhve seme 6o miles to the rear, aMd the Germans in occupation of the
road in between.

19. We f outd an excellent area which had in fact been wider preae
tion by the Germn as a Fighter Airtwoe Just West of Graves Bridge. We
gave orders for it to be make out, aid a strip 141,00 yards lon art 100

yards wide was easily available. To the Last, there was another area h
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only required the removal of some wire fencing to make it imedately avail-
able.

20. It was an interesting experienoe to undertake a re nnaissance in
a jeep, with a Tonuregun, with no troops beWeen you ait the eney, and the
prospect of meeting an eneW patrol at the next corner, but the Arq seem
quite used to this, aid they show no concern whatever, except keeping a
good look out, not letting the engine stop, ani keeping their Tomq-guns
handyP. We even stopped to pick umhrooms in a field about 7 miles outside
the perimeter. I mustsaylwasglad to get into it again.

21. On returning to 30 Corps Headquarters, we reported the position
of this field by Sigal, and had a Coferere with Generals Browning and
Barracks, discussing the results of the Airborne and Arm operations up
to date. Unquestionably, the 82nd ar 101st American Airborne Divisions
airab ly supported by 30 Corps had been most successful in oapturing the
vital briges which were their objectives. The Bridge at Nijegen in par-
ticular, I oih the 82nd captured, supported by tanks of the G..Arwuzed
Division was a great achievment, the m span being something ware than
1,000 ft. long, and the river a most formidable obstacle. As far as the
bridge at Arnhem was concerned, it was clear that insufficient provision
had been made for the tank. It would have to be borne in m in future,
that when an Airborne force w landed for an operation of Ihis kid
sufficient troops must be made available, not only for achieving the
objective itself, but also for securing the D.Z. for re-supply. It was
also most important that a link up on the grount uhould be mae as soon
as possible as opposition was bound to build p ad re-supply in the face
of massed flak was not only expensive but often unsuccesa .

22. The first Airborne Division proved to be insufficiently strong
to achieve either result, ant in consequence resupply had to continue in
the face of increased flak opposition, art large niabers of transport
casualties had to be accepted in consequene.

23. It was also considered that althoug it was certainly right to
lay on the airborne operation from England as it was, with the tactical
supprt of the United States 8th awl 9th Forces, resuppy, after surprise
has been lost, is so .rch acre osplicated a matter, that it can only
effectively be laid on by the local Air Commaner on the spot, who can
jttlge the postion from time to time, ant who can arrange for the intmate
Fighter co-operation that is necessary. We watched the dropping of the
resupplies to the Dilvisional area at 1700 hours. It was must impressive,
but I was inclined to think "c'est manifique, mais ce n'est pas La guerre' .

24. On the completion of the dropping, it was reported that the road
was open. Accordingly the Corps Ooaze arranged for a Jeep to taks me

back to Headquarters, No. 83 Group, Bourg Leopold.
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25. It was an interesting experience to drive back along the road so
lately the scene of battle, in the failing light, ant to meet burning
vehicles, houses etc. and tanks and guns at instant readiness. A Jeep
seemed a patrcularly defenceless vehicle in the stretches at road between
the occupied positions, at we were g to reach Bourg Leopold and Head-
quarters 83 Gromp after a drive of some 60 - 70 miles, at about 230 hours.

26. The position was discussed with Air Vice Marshal Broadhurst and
his S.A.S.0. The A.O.C. said that he had his Typhoon wings equipped for
suply dropping and that he would willingly underake such work if he wasasked to do it. He was sure that that was the right way to tackle such a
problem. No one far from the battle could have the best aw most up to date
tatical infomation, a s .yin such oira stames needed intimate touch
between the fighter and the si'plying aircraft, either Typhoons or D tas.
We agreed that .I sholdA sead forward a liaison officer to 30 Corps to keep
him in the picture and that he wou2d orgase resupply operations includIng
the provision of Typhoons if neessary, i n touch with O.C. m Wing
at EJVEo

27. He pointed out how unsatisfactory it had been from his point of
view being forbidden to operate over the battle area durng the periods
when resupply was in progress. He also retered to the proposal to use the
forward airfiel now being made at Rindhoven at Graves for further trans-
port work since that would prevent the establiment forward of the fighter
wing and thus deprive the forward top of effective fighter cover at
close support. It war for the Ar Cmner to decide what heawanted most,
but he oould not guarantee effective coyer at the ranges now involved ant
the Luftwaffe was showing signs of being more aggressive.

28. I returned to Brussels by Auster the following orning, briefed
575 Squadron for their resupply mission to GRAYS, an instr cted the Sta-
tion Com r to land 1 there a Inspect the field from the point of view
of intensive use by ktas.

29. I then proceeded to Hdeadquartes 2nd T.AJ * atdiscussed the
position with S.A.S.0. a A.O.A. Both were happy to base the squadron
temporarily forwad atd agreed to the control of operations by 83 Group.
A.O.A. said that the fuel position was better since a petrol train had Jst
been reported to have arrived. They pointed out the difficult position 2nd
T.A7. and 21st Azwo Groups were in, being deprived of nearly all air trans-
port during the airbrne phase, an hoped that more resources would soon be
put at their disposal.

30. S.A.S.O. a gred to q sending forward a liaison officer so longas he was clearly responsible to A.0.C. 83 Group. He had talked to Air
Vice Marshal Broadhtrst about the use of Typhoons for supply at agred
that thq7 were the better answer.

'A



31, Before leaving for U.K. I sent W/Cdro DUD(EL forward to report
to A.OoC. 83 Gronp; and then proeed to Headquarters 30 Corps for teqvrazy
liaison dut:eso

/a/ .. ]Mrvsll1
//L. tRVALL

A/Cde
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A..U. 23o, U. S. Army
In the field
24 October 1944

PAR? I - 17 September to 24 September 1944.

08th Parachute lafatry emplaae in three lifts at A B sad )VULDDL
airfiold. M lad. at 1000 hour, 17 September 1944. the weather as 1uy
with a aoilng of 1000 feet over the fields. The three lifts flew i low
scattered clouds over 014W) but besa into the clear aho they reached the
fOLISE CK* L. After depature ftm IGID the ether we clear and ra.

The flight reached the Dutch coast on schedule, ad all cheek pointe to
the DI wer crosed at the schedled time. Jo ensm fightorqWoetioa wes em-

entered.v Sone scattered flak w eomutorod at the laadfall on the Datch
coast. After leaving the coast of HLISID behind no ware flak ws -encountered

until fifteen minutes before drop time. The last of fifteem minutes of the
flight e ads tkrough intense lI ght =md heavy flak. Mchine g. 0 an
8mm fire was clearly visible. oCasalties smome the parachutists from A fire
erc light.

The regi at jumped in the folloing order- lt Is, B ad , 3rd in,.em
DZ *tts 2000 yards north of 6ROS * E , TJD. 1st an& and Bas wor draopped
on the DZ. 3rd. n as dropped 700 Myas southeast of the DZ. Lifts weore
buAhed on the drop faeilitati ng re t asembly.

Initial nesy resistance on the DIv s negligible. amoating to fire from

a few widely scattered AA creows and saw isolated leber troope. Gemrally. ti
assembly was dd without enemy iaterferemoe.

Drop time was 1328, 17 Setomber 44. All units were 90 percent assmbled
sad earoute to objectives by 1500 hour. The let and rd Bs had captured their
objectives at 18W hour, 17 September 44. The oad Ba not more determined r* -
sietance and we on its objective at 2M hour. 17 September 44.

Promthls point on the action ef *ah battelien Constitutes a sepaate 4-

Count will gi be ive below.

A.* a~ a a 17 Septetber to 34 Septeber94

Shedltn.Jr.tnted oma er" (75 )n as) semed rapi. thew
battas, wed to and occupied ts assigned initial ebjetive in the vi-
eiipi lPOS '364 y13 hsour. ive hours afe anig ti opet-
sties ,tavveL a asrch throug eaemy territory to an objetive three miles from
the as slyres..

A~t '2030 hour, 17 September". Colseniee A end 3 moved into the town" of
KINii,. to seise the road bridge aerse the WALL RflE, while Company C re-

mained in position holding the high brtnnd at D POE upon entering the tow
Companies A and B met strong resistane from the enem garrisom supported by
armored vehicles. The attack wes made with no prior reconmssasce. based on.
information from Datch civilian thst IUVYKU was prastiealy defeaseleas.
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After tvo hours of street figtin n the dark, the action had become locl-
Led to platoons. squads. and even smler rops.

te might of D Day. 17 Septomber. found th let An deployed as follovs
RA OPin the vicinity of "1591. Compan y A folloed by Company B attackiag to
seiSO the RUCGUv hghwybridge." bad roasbed aed was fighting in the parky.1
at 71035. A platoon of Compeas C plus the n -112Section by& a differeat route
and at an earlier her had advmcd to and fout in the emas permkw. thse
unit returned to Comnpay C and the PN ? espectlvely at 00 hour. 18 Septeber.
Company Ca les one platoon. vas in battalion reserve in the vicinity of the
An CF.

After bitter street fightng during the ntght 17-18 September. Company a
had pushed throh the Company A position to vicinity 708631 by daylight.
Shortly after dawn Compay A wse In the process of reorgaaising to push the
attack to the ftnal objective when a strong Goermn attack developed on the
south regimsatal flank in the MIR area. The Germas were alresdy beglang
to overru g the glider landing sa m there. At 0800 hour let an was ordered to
send Compan C to the victity of GOOflV1 Tl~hSS (747584) to hold the high
pound at that poit ad to secure a line of departure for a contemplated
coater-attack to clear the landing son. Comany A and the 81 mortar platoon
returned to the DR PLOEG area. reoralsed. and moved out to tie outheast pre-
pared to either attack to loaw the landing some or to aove east and attack the
NJUMFAtN bridge in oonjuactioa with Conpa whih v.a ma king good progress
towards the bridge from the seeuthaset. Company B remained in possession of the
park at 718635.

By this time Ceptain Adams and a platoon of C a. A. still in NIJXMZO
had reachod and destroy wat is believed to be the control room for the de-
molition of the bridge. Captain Adams and this platen were cut off. surrounded,
and remaLned in IJBm* eventually rejoining their battalion on 22 September.
During the time they were cut off, this force vas fighting constantly. enau a a
superior erma fern.

On the glider landing son ompa i was engaod in bitter fighttn with a
ouh larger Germn fore. B 1100 ebow 18 September. the ensm had erouued
Company 1 and was threatening to oerrun the regiental supply duMp. t*he regi-
mental 1-4 bad organised the supply personnel into a fighting unit and s
evac ating h1s supplies undeor enem fire. The seriousnes of the situatioa
necesstate prompt and foroeft action.

The let A va eordered to att ak vithout delay to drive the ene fre th
landing zoae with the AP-SGZATZ road- a battalion objective. Ompany A
moved from *UJMUSN to DR PLOWA to rejon the raiser of the battalion. Pomthen Colonel Warren moved his unit to the line of departure at tOt VLZZU5B-
WA). an soured Wj Company C.

At 123 hour the battalion attache. Companes B and C abreast. Coummp C.
on th right, t he O group folledo in the center at 300 y'ards. with Compaq A
following Company)• at 400 yards. in battalon resrv. Emerging from the wets
800 yard northwet of IQX hL, the sempanies enomntered heavy smll armb fire
but quiekly pushed beyond the first hig ground. A ]s OP ass established in th
vicinit of 782578. Continuing the attack at a rueupnines B ant C cleared
anyQ opposition in the vicinty of QXIIL,-YO55UAS.BII& 57. Coesym A, less
a squad wliceh cleared the high poeund on the left flank (vie of 76063 ).
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put. n l~l pVWALWRAAP ROAD jo o vicinity or TO*$$ AIIIM val
the 1st oleS itS ebjetVO at I10 hours as the gliders were casing is to
land.

Is this ation the battalion killed approxiatel 50 Gerans and tured
149. the battalion also seutralised 16 20m gns 1 had bees fiingontbe
lasti g SO. Up to this point losse. wee light, due to ther sped of the at-
tek. (Pour VI i e CP roup, two ILL and five VIA in the rifle eo s).

TW o squats On the lett flank i the viint of 738 rported that as
indefilte number of Qermei s were neiag from the viaity of ALUORST (76765).

rheAn 00 had o A A erizo a defoaesive position in th viciaity of
the high ground 2 0 yds stast o the V AAAY R s 7 .
pang ocupied' the hg pout in S e vieisity of TOhL, 70537"- 6?. All
enpies established an outpost pestem 200 to 600 yards in -fnt of the NX

beorero ark. sUOP vas otablshed in vicinity of 757678. Comny C made
eonaet oathe right flask wihtthe 506th Parachute Infantry is the viaiy
Of LAW(736)

During the night adear j the awt noraing the line was extened to vi-
cinity of IRFILS UG(764891 0,A*I? 7757 iah grut (635E)-
high grm (766576). with a platoon rablock at WYLSR ad a point at 7796M.
Compaq took over the YOWL area on the right flank.

Prineipal features of this er es f quickly cOngg evet two

(1). The ewallent control of all echelons of the battalion from the
tins of the o thiu h the period of this narratlve.
(a) the rapid ovmsnt to and ocaation of the first objective.
(b) he dayliht vithdrawl from the town In the face of German

resistanee
(c) The rapid move to a directionally oppite ebjoctive.
(d) the attack from *ae coemct area after a 2y00 ard deplopd

ar-eh. hsk of it trugh heavy oods.
(e) The dashing attack. almst on a rum for 1000 to 200 yards

in the faee of W0uas 40ma and emll arms fire.
(f) the prompt reogmisatien and movomt without casualty to a

hose defease ins folloed by prompt otpostin and Leb

(3) The excellent timing in eqplorment of the battalion reserve for
exploitation of areeligo eney on the landi tone.(3) The rapid decisions and oters of the 3. 00. who after an all sight.
street fight, throug~hout the neat day, vigorousaly led the battalon
on a rapid appoach arch folloeod by a fast attack and reorpalsa-
ties.

(4) The metle-thriller ight of lading gliders on the Li as t? teplet
paatrop chased the lst of tne Germs from their 16 am guns.

At 1530 hours on the lgth 00 Company A (tt Poicy couanding in the absence of
Captain Adms who ws still figtingl in NLIjMNGRN) ws aler'ted for as attac
on ILL 75.9. CompanIy A at thi tli consisted of 2 officers and 42 men fro
the origina oespsa7 plus an attached platoon of Company G saberin 34a at1

75 . sad establish a roadblock at its base, where the MAD VTUcaew&y mt
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Us attsy.Sod5 toonof oC G been beaten off the hill three times

during thea aning by an estimated ompany of Oerman paratroopers. Vith the
*neq ea the easten wetern and northern slopes of HILL 75.9 Lt. Foley led
his compaW through the woods. approsehingthe crest from the south and arriVed

* at the LD undetected. )200 yafl south of the crest Company A deployed .. d
charged the crest at a run. the oefrmns on the sunmit were literally yelled out
of their holes. but recovered on the sles sad fought bitterly from positions
oa the hillside. They oounterattnkmd repeatodly, supported by eight LMG. but
the men of Coupsny A. fighting from hole to hole, gradually drove theuadown the
verysteep hill.

At 1800 hours on the 19th Company A's five light mach, guns were emplaced
on the crest, from ere they fired on the Germans as they fled north across the
open ground ad southesot down the highmay to VTLR. A Company lost ton mnm
killed (all shot In the head) and seven ounded. Eqr dead littered the ill-

sites. At the foot of the hill the eneon left three motorcycles. two staff cars.
a tr ak in runing order and sether trask which wes damaged. two intact 20
cannon with 300 rounds of amunition, -thirty odd rifles, and most of their mit
coellaeo s-indivdal equipuent. At tvilight the compn reorganized and took
up positions in the foxholes voaated by the eneq. Owin to the long battalion
front (approximately 3)O yards) Cenmpey A wasl most isolated from the rela-
ter of the battalion. and it e extremly easy for the enew to infiltrate in
force through the wooded hills arunA the company. During the night. however.
a earryng party of twelve men wider Lt. Kelly (B 8-4) reached the hill with
laition. in the maring Company C. on Lt. Col. Warren's order, flushe the
area around DEViL'S HILL. seizin 12 prisoners who had fled from the hilltop
toward HOLAn instead of into QUEASY during the previous as' ttack. The
prisoners evacuated our waded. ewo Iritish -140s's approaching from the 3rd
in area. picked up 18 wounded erms In the area who had been unable to retreat

ith their compaay.

At the same time that Cocq A Ae oowplettik the capture of AILL 75.9
Company 3. less one platoon. wea attackingV WYLE. After driving out She Bera
garrisem. estimated at on* aomnF Copany 3 quickly reorganized and establish
a defensive position and a roadblock at the main ju tion in the tow. toad-
block was toinforeod with two 57mm At gs. At daylight the folloving mrning
four rioners e ecaptured La the knees or the vill o.

At approximately 0800 hour. on the 3th. a Ge rmatruc carrying supplies
and 10 me aproached the road block from the southeast. One of the 67Mta
fired ad a 14 fired on the truck. ?he track was disabled at& all except three
Germane,; who escaped along.a road ditch into the woods. nrc killed. At ebmt$
0810 a motorcycle aproached from the meo direction. The rider saw the de-
molished track, turned and rode any before he could be killed. At 0845 bot
enew nf a£ntry. ectinated at one ompany, was seen wiving across the opera gund
from sothweslt to northest at a distance of about 800 yards from the rdadblook.
t he new was partially concealed by the heavy mist and moved out of eight in.
the hedgrew ad ditche towards GEMNASY. At 093) hous the roadblock resflvo
tea ratl from an ews artillery7 piece (8am or 78m) located in Z17rfl192
Gl2ERMN (78o9). Artillery fine was adjused on the gan position by 300. ratio
ad no more fire wes received fi there. At 0950 hours8 the roadblock received4

fire from tvo enew 210m guns located i ZRYFLCN, and from enew I's at 79257,.
At the sam time it was discoverid that troops (ostimated two companioes of Unfan-
try) 'are adveacin from the norta and northeast. An artilley bar"a gw.alet& for immdiatel and it broke up the eneny attok on both fronts. About
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