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I - INTRODUGTION

1. Initial preliminary planning for the airborne operation in DRAGOON was
begun by the planning staff of Seventh Army in February 1944. The status of

sirborne units in the theater at that time materially ihfluenced planning at
this stage. At this period none of the units, airborne or troop carrier, were :
actually prepared for airborne operations. The 51st Troop Carrier Wing, com- ’
posed of three groups, had remoined in the theater after the inactivation of

thé ¥II Troop Carrier Command. However, only a portion of this Wing was avail- -

able for airborne training' because of the demends for troop carrier aircraft for
special operations, air-evacuatiqn,.and~general transport requirements. A few -
aircraft of this Group were attached intermittently to the Airborne.Training

Center where & limited progrem of sirborne training was feasible. At the Center,

the Tirst TFrench Perachute Regiment, two pathfinder platoons and the American
replacements received limited airborne training. The British 2nd Independent

Parachute Brigade was in the line as infantyy with-the Eighth Army. Thﬁ,ﬁgaih;ji

Parachute Battalion, and Batteries "A" and et of the 463d;Parachute Field

ArtiITery Bettalion were similarly in the line with Fifth Army. By May, however,
thig situation had been improved considerably. These parachute units were withe

drawn from the line and given intensive treining with a full troop carrier group
mede available in the Salerno areca following the displacement forward. of the .
51st Troop Carrier Wing from its former base in Sicily to Italy.. Subsequently,
 severel plans formulated for the use of the 509th Battalion end the British 2nd’
Parachute Brigade in the dperations of Fifth and Zighth Armies which would have
materially affected airborne planning for DRAGOON, did not materialize and ’

oroblems which would have arisen therefrom were consequently obviated. The War - -

Department was roquested to provide an airborne division for employment -in-
DRAGOON, but in lieu of this, a number of se arate units were shipped to the
theater. These were: 1st Rattalion, 551st Parachute Regiment; 550th Glider

Infantry Battalion; end 517th Parachute Regimental Combat Team. The two former -

units were attached to the Airborne Training Center, then located in Sicily, for
training. The 517th Perachutc Regimental Combat Team was attached to Fifth Army
for ten days of bettle expericnce in the line. , e

© 2. Thus; b& the middle of June there were considerable airborne forces in
the theaoter which could be considered available for operations. To sccure the
utmost cohesion end to obtain the optimum results, 1t was decided to move the
Airborne Training Centor with its attached units, as well as the troop carrier
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aircralt now increased to two full groups of the 5lst Troop Ca rrier Wlng, to the
Home area. Here was cstablished a compact forward base for all our airborne
forces. '

Sl

IT - ORGANIZATION : S

1. Alrborn@ Llements "

a. Toward the first of July the plans for Operatlon DRAGOON were made. .
firm, including the use of a provisional airborne division made up of the avail- ~
able units in the theater. Major General Robert T. Frederick, formerly commander
of the First Specisl Service Force and later commander of the 36th Infantry
Division, assumed commend of the composite force. Conferences wére held immed-
iately to secure the additional supporting units needed to organize such a bal-
anced airborne force., Certein units on the DRAGOON troop list were earmarked..for
this purpose. Authority was requested from the War Department to activate. those
units which were not authorized on the theater troop list. By 7 July, 1n1t1a1
instructions relative to the organization of the Provisional Airkornc DlVlSlon
were 1saucd to Genor11 “Paaerlck.

b, Troops to be made available were ‘then as follows: . ... e

hooaoucr+ors and H0ﬁdqugfters Comnuny, Prov181onul Alrborne
Division
‘ Uouc::MvAL of the Third Ordnence Medium Maintenance Compuny
5 Iriv Foohfinder Platoons (Unanthorized,. formed from
FO“C“ N bonﬁcl) . -
Pritish 2nd Farachute Brlgadc Group Lo~
%17th Parachute Regimental Combat Team '
509th Parachutce Battalion
1st Battalion, 551st Parachute Infuntry
550th Glider Infantry Bettalion
4634 Parachute Field Artillery Bettolion
6024 Pack Ficld Artillery Bottalion
Antitank Company,: 4424 Infantry (Japuncsc-ﬁmorlcan)
887th Airbornc Aviation Engineer Company
Compeny "A", 2d Chemicacl Battalion (motorizod)
Company "D", 83d Chemical‘ Battalion (motorized)
512th Airborne Signal Company
676th Medical Collecting Company. (Desivnated 29 July 1944).
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c. The Division was then given a five per ccnt ovorstrongtn in porsonnel
by the assignment of parcchute filler repldcements from the Airborne Training
Center. Meanwhile, the activation of the divisional headquarters and hohdquurters
company, two additioncl batteries of the 463d Ficld Artillery Battalion, the.
512th Airborne Signal Company and the 5523 Antitenk Compony all proceeded apace,
Becouse of the short time remaining before D-Day, it was decided not to attempt
to .prepare the 5524 Antitank Company for the operation, since the cntitoank
company of the 4424 Infantry was available. It should be noted here, however, -
thot it wes nccessery to ro-equip the letter antitank unit (from the Jopanese-
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d. Beccause of the shortage of qualified airbornc officers in this
theater, it was necessary to ask the War Department to meke available a division-
al staff for General Frederick. Thirt y-six qualified staff officers. called for
by T/0 71-2 arrived in the theater by air toward the middle of July. Most of
thSG ﬂ;flcoro came from the 13th Airborne Division-and a few from the Airborne
ConLor, Cﬂmp Meckall, Nbrth %prollnﬁ.

¢. Certain othor orgonizntions were mode availablc to General Frederick
on the basis of their being employed in the preparatory.stage but not in the
opefutlon itself. These units included detachments from a signel operations
compeny, & quartermester truck company and some four hundred replace mento from
the dlrbornc Troining Center,

- 2. Troop Cerrier FElements

a. 48 of the middle of July there were aveilable in the thezter for
airborne operstions, two groups of the 51lst Troop Carrier Wing. The third group
was oceupicd with speciel operations, To provide sufficient 1ift for DRAGOON,
additional troop carrier groups were called for by Lllied Force Hesdquarters.

The total minimum.of circraft required for the operation was 450. On 10 July
194/, orders were issued placing the 50th end 53d Troop Cerrier Wings of the IV
Troop Carrier Command {(thon located in United Kingdom) on temporary duty with

the theater. Fach Wing contained four groups of three squadrons each, rein-
forced by so]f-susta'ninr cdministrative and maintenance echelons and by the

IX Troop Corricr Commend Pothfinder Uniu, a total of 413 sircraft. In addition
to the personinel and oou1nmont moved in orgaonic aircraft, the Air Transport’
Commend augmented the movement by tronsporting the 819th Medical Alr EV”CUathH
Squadron, various signol QCtqumbnuup u%sort ed perapack equipment 'and 375 org-
anic glider pilots. The move, mede in- cight cchelons via GTFRAITAR and MARRAKECH,
_required but tuo: duys, Two aircraft wore lost en route. Brigadier General Paul
‘I, Willioms, in command of two wings from the United Kingdom, arrived on 16 July
194/ end activated the Provisional Troop Carrier Air Division. By 20 July,. the
entire Provisional Troop Carricr iir Division had arrived in the theater and

was stationecd ot its designated airficlds, prepared to carry out its missions. -

b. Since there were but approximetely 130 operédtional CG=44 and 50.
Horsa gliders on hond, hurried steps were taken to sccure the additional number
required for the Operdtion. TFortunctely, ¢ previous requisition for 350 Waco
gliders from thc United States had beon nudo. It wes necessdry only to oxpedlto

this requisition in order to previde the glider lift. The British airborne
forces hod sufficicnt Horso glldcrs on hand in the thecter %o provide for the
noods of their 2nd Pare Brigade Group. The shipment from the United States
arrived as scheduled end the gliders were assemblcd 1n rcecord time. They were
roady for opcrational use ton days bofore D-Day. aAfter COTSlQCTLblO discussions,
it wes decided to use two glider p1¢ots DCP‘ﬁildC?. iccordingly, on 1 August, a
reguest to Unitod Kingdom was made for pDTOXlMthlV 350 additional glider
pilots. PfCVlons arrangemonts made to secure these pilots on three days!
notice wore carricd out end oll the glider pilots crrived as roquested.
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3. Resupply Bguipment

Hurried preparations were required to assemble the necessary cergo
parachutes and gericl delivery equipment ncoded to organize and preparce for the
contemplated gerial re-supply effort. As lote as the 10th of July, the acting
staff for Genecral Frederick submitted an overall requisition for this equipment
to ALFSC/MTO. By air-and specicl water transport, some 600,000 pounds of these
supplics errived in the thecter in time for the Operation. The lest. large:
freight shipment was delivercd to the 334th Qu“rtermestor Depot on D-4. Every
item requestod arrived in time 2nd the prcpﬂr”'tlonq for the opcrations were
carried out as scheduled. .

il

4. Concentrotion of Units

Ls indicoted in perogroph 2,.Section I, above, the Airborne Training
Center ond the 51st Troop Carricr Wlno had becn ordorcd to the Rome area and
csteblished o compnet airkorne basc ot CIAMPINO and LIDO-de ROMA airficlds. By
3 July, an advance cholon of the lirborné Training Centcr was esteblished ot
CILMPIRC Lirfield, ready to opercte.’ By 1O'Jully 1944, the Center with its
attached units, the 551st Parechute Battelion, and the 550th Glider Infantry
Bgttgllon were compuotcl/ located ot the cirborne basc. The divisionel steff
ordered from the United Stotes for General Frederick could not arrive until
approximately 15 July. Thoreforc, all other. imerican cirborne units in the
theater werce ottached to the Lirborne Troining Centor so that its staff could
bo used to essist in cxpoditing tho concentration of sirborne troops. The 517th
Perachute Regimental Combat Team was ordered out of the line from Fifth frmy and
arrived: in tho Rome erce by 5 July 1944. The 509th Perachute Battalion, already
located at LIDC de ROMA wes similorly attoched to the Zirborne Training Center
for instructions. The various supporting erms ond services which had been
placed at the disposcl of the Provisionol Lirbornc Division weré likewisc
etbtached. By 17 July, General Frederick had moved his headquarters to LIDO de
ROMA and was rcady to procced with tho final organization and treining of the
improvised unit end the deteiled plonning of the Operation. On 21 July, Gencrel
Frederick requested thet the name of his prov131onul orgenization be chenged to
the "First .irbornc Task Forec", sincc the use of the term "division" was con~
sidercd = misnomer. This rpquost wes gronted by the Commanding Genercl, Seventh
Army, ond the provisioncl cirbtornc division was. rcdcs;gnated acoordlngly Herg-
after in this rcport, all rcfur01cc to it will be o8 "First iirborne Task Forcc',

H

IIT - PLABNING | L

1. Lithough continuous planning with rogord to the DRLGOON zirborne
operation had been under considerction since February 1944, no final deteiled
planning was possible until the First jiirborne Task Force and the Provisional
Troop Cerricr .ir Division were orgonized and prepared to function. Consc=
quently, this final plenning could not commence until elmost 20 July. On his
arrival, the Commonding Gonerzl, Provisioncl Troop Carricr hir Division
aporoved the suggested plon of utilizing the previously sclected Rome crea as
the troining site. Hc clso concurrcd in the choice of previously sclected toke=
off airficlds, ot CILLMPINO, GiLER/,, MLRCIGLIANO, FLBRISI, VITERBO, TLRQUINIL,
VOLTONE, MONTLITO, CLIINO, ORBxFALLO. OMBRONE GROSSEIO Fi LLONICL,'and PIOMPINO.
Subseguently, the Drov1s:Lon 1 Troop Camrior Lir Division undertock primerily
the planning aspects of the Operotion involving high' lovel. coordination, timing,
"'rOUuos, cogfloors, rondezvous, and traffie patterns ; Eale phound 5ﬁpor

KA . o - .
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the "selection of drop zones, (DZs), landing zones (IZg), and

- composition of lifts were left to the airborne and troop carrier units involved.

2. It was first decided that a pre-dusk airborne assault on D-1 should
not be mede, as this might jeopardize the success of the entire Operation.
Sccond, it was decided that it would be neither necessary nor asvisable to launch .
the initial vertical aettack after the amphibious assault had begun. The latter
decision was reached in view of the wide cxpericnce of our troop carrier crews
in night take-off operations, and becausé of the marked improvement that. had
been mede in'the pathfinder technique, Consequently, the basic plan called for
a pre-dawn assault. One proposed plan contemplating an immediate staging in
CORSICA was rejected becouse of lack of aveilablc CORSICAN airfields, and also,
beeause those fields available werc loceted on the eastern side of the island,
and their use would have nccessitated a flight over 9000-foot mountain peaks.
Such a flight would be difficult even for uncncumbered transport aircraft, and
for C-47's towing loaded gliders, it was considereéd excessively dangerous. A
further consideration was the fact that such an intermedicte staging would have
fequired the cstablishment of the airbornc corridor south of the main naval
channel, end wouhiﬁbvo'pocossitatod the adoption of a dog-leg course for the
flight, x “

3. Lfter several conforcnces had been hold at Seventh Army headquarters,
with all irmy, Navy, iir, end Lirborne commanders concerned, the rough plan was
drawn up and approved about 25 July 1944. This plen enviseged the use of an
airtorne division prior to H-Hour with the dropping of the airborne pathfinder
crews beginning at 0323 on D-Dey. The nain parachute 1ift of 396 plane loads was
to follow, starting at 0412 hours and onding at 0509 hours. The follow-up glider
landings, composed of 38 ¥laco and Horsa gliders, werc to take place at 0814 hours
and continuc on through until 0822 hours. ZLater in thc sime day, a total of 42
paratroop plene loads was to be dropwed, followed by 335 Maco gliders, starting
at 1810 hours and cnding at 1859 hours.' The autometic air resupply which was to
have been part of the D-Day late aftcrnoon mission, was postponed at a late
stege of the planning becausc insufficicent Troeop Carrier aircraft were available
anc becausc the Troop Carricr Commend would not drop supplies from aircraft
towing gliders in the afternoon glider 1ift. The final plan provided that 112
planc loads werc to be brought in automatically on D £ 1. The remainder of

supplias werce to be packed and held available for emcrgency usc by cither the 4‘
4dirborne Tosk Force or by any Sgventh Army unit which might become isolated. The
troop cerrier route selected was carsfully chosen after due consideration of “-.

the following feoctors:

a. Shortest feasible distance
b.  Prominent terrain foaturcs,
c
d

. Trcffic control for the ten troop carricr groups
. Navel convoy routcs

e¢. Position of wsscult beaches

f. Primory ccricl torgets

g. Incemy rader installctions

h. /voidance of cxcessive dog-legs

i. Pronmjident lend~falls :

j. Position of charted oncny'flek instollations.

._'5 -
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This route logically followed the Italion coast generally from the Rome area
to the Island of ELBA, which was used as the first over-woter check point. Then
it continued to the northern tip of CORSICA and proceeded on an azimuth course
over navael craft check-points to the landfall just north of FREJUS at AGAY.
Complete plans were mede with the Navy on the position of this airborne corri-
dor, and dctollod information ooncofnlng it was widely disseminated among the
naval forcps. -
4. Becavsc of high terrain featurcs in the target area, it was decided to
drop the paratroopers and to release gliders at exceptionally high altitudes,
varying from,1500 to 2000 feet.  Towed glider speeds were set at 120 MPH and
dropping speed at 110 MPH. The formatiorn adopted for the parachute columns was
universal i oof Vs" of nine ships, in serials of 45 aircraft, cach with 5-minute
intervels head to head between sericls. The glider columns adopted & "pair of
pairs" formotion echeloned to the right rear with o 1000 feet between pairs in
column. Sericls made up of 48 aircraft towing gliders in trail were used with
cight minutc intervals betweén seridl lead aircraft. Parachutec.aircraft
cmployed a maximum payload of 5430 pounds, Horsa gllders, 6900 pounds, and the
CG=4h (Waco) gliders, 3750 pounds, : :

5, Difficulty in the vrocurcment of maps and. models proved to be a serious
inconvenicnce in the plonning and preparations for the Opcration. Mep shipments
in meny instances were late in arriving or were improperly made up. -Terrain
nodels on a scalc of 1:10G,000 wero available but the most useful terrain model,
o photo~model in scalio-of 1:25,000, was available only in one copy, which wa
wholly inadequete to serve both the Provisional Troop Cerricr Division and the
First Lirborne Task Forcc. Even more desirable would heve been.a 1:10,000
photo-model of the DZ-LZ terrain. The blowmeup large scale photographs of the
DZ=lZ arces in perticular were excellent, but these arrived too late for general
use., The original cosstal obliques wore not of much assistance to the Provi-
sionel Troop Carricr iir Division .since the run-in from the -IP (First Londfz11)
wos not adequately covercd. It should be noted that these late photographs
uncovered the previously unknown element of anti-glider poles installed on the-
1Zs. A1l provious photographic studics had failed to reveal this pertinent
informetion. 4n cxccllent terrein-model was turned out by the British Independ-

“ent Parachutc Brigade Group which was of grcat assistance to that unit during

its preperation for the Opcration.
- i

IV - PRE~- OPER!TIOV TRLINING

1. By thc middle of July, necrly 211 the airborne unlts to be employed in

Operation DRAGOON had becn assembled in the Rome area. &n intensive final -

troining progranm had becen begun by the First Airborne Task Force in conjunction
with the Lirborne Training Center. OFf the girborne units to be used in the
Oporation, only the.509th Poarachute Battalion and the 2d Parachute Drlgade (Br)
had reccived any rccent combined airborne training with the troop carricrs.

The 517th Regimental Combat Team had just come out of the line with Fifth lrmy
as had the 463d Perochute Ficld Artillery Battalion. Other units, such as the
551st Parachutc Battelion and the 550th Glider Infantry Battalion had but

roeontly orrived oversces and hod been given a course in ground:and refresher
troining at the Lirborne Training Center. S

- b -
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2. Partlculcrly urvont was the task of training the newly organized glider-
borne troops. A combined glider school wags established and 1nstruction in load-
ing ‘end lashing for these troops wes boegun. The units involved in this difficult
lLst minuto nroceduro/wor0° ' : : ‘

602d Pack Ficld Art¢llory Battalion
4424 Infantry Lntitenk Company
857th ulfborqc iviation Engincer Company s
“Compeny .y, 2d Chemical Bettalion
Compony "Dh 83d Chemical Battalion
512th Airborne Signal Como@ny
Divisional units, such as the Division Ordnance Dotachme; and the .
DlVlSlon Medieal Collecting Company.

MmO o o

Lfter these troops had cbmnleted the course in loading and lashing, they were
given orientation flight's end finelly one skelctonized prcctlco operotlon(l
landing on' & SLmuletod LZ was conducted,. .

‘ 3. The Pathfindor Unit of the Provisional Troop Carrier Air D1v¢51on con-
ductcd joint: tralnlng with the threc airborne pathflndor platoons and testcd the
radar and radio.oids to be used in the Operation. This-training was divided into
three phases, the first being concerncd. with the tochnical training with "Bureke"
Svt89 M/F Boacons, lights, oand poncls. Tosts were mede to locete any deficien-
cics in either the training or the ”pparLtLS to be uscd. The second phasc was
devoted to practice by the crews in using the cquipment as a teanm. "411 tooms
precticed this procedurc uatil they hed perfected their tochnique and ability in
sctting up and- operating the cquipment under all p0551blb conditions. The third

phose cnphasized cetual drops with full equipment in which every attempt was made |

to sccurc the utmost recalism-in the preparatory exercises. . Small groups of
follow-up parachute troops were dropped on the preparcd DZs to test the accuracy
of the puthflndor aids., , v ‘
L. Shortage of time and thu dllflculty of re-pocking the parﬂchutes in
time for thc Operction prvcluaod the stoging of a realistic, large~-scale final
cxorcise, Thoe individual orgenizations did, however, meke practice .drops to the
fullest oxtont possible, ond generally uscé a skeleton drop of two or threc men
to represcnt o full "stick" of parctroopers. On such exercises, the remaining -

~clements of the uaits were placed on the DZ in order that practice in assembly

could be worked dut. Despitc the lack of time, 2 combined training exercise
with the Novy, however, wos scheduled. All vesscls carrying waterborne navi-"
gcquﬁ;l cids were pleced in the seme ‘reletive positions that they wére to

“occupy in the octual Operation. Thon o token fores of threc aircraft per serial

was flown by all scrizl loaders over thesc aids.  The flights werée flown on the
cxoet timing schooulcs, routes and cltitudes that were to be used in the Ope cras
tion. Two serials of 36 aircraft cach were flown over this seme route during
d“jllght in order that the Naval forces could become acque inted with-troop
carricr formations. Further practicc runs werc mede by tho. troop cerricrs in.
conjunction with the 3lst ond 325th Fightor Groups in order to work out the
detoils of the fighter cover DTﬂn ond the air-sca rescuc plon.

B ‘ . . ,
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5. In view of the fact that the Task Force was composed of units that had
not previously worked together, training of combat teams, as organized for the
Operation, was emphasized to further successful operations after landing.
Training of each newly organized combat team was conducted on terrain carefully
selected to duplicete &s nearly as p0551ble the combat team's sector in the
target area. . : '

-6, The problem of securing end organizing quaiified personnel and then
training those units which had to be activated on short notice, proved to be -
difficult. Such highly spccialized personncl as are required for an airborne
signael company or for an airborne divisional headquarters were extrengly herd to
find in an oversecas theater. Consequently, this personnel had to be located in
the reguler roplaccnpnt depots or at the iirborne Training Center and then had
to be trained  for the specific: p031t10ns they were to fill. The highest praise
is duc General Frederick, his staff, aend the Airborne Training Center; for the
noenner in which this task was accomplished. ' -

7. Foftunetoly, the larger clemcnts of the commond, purtlculurly thﬂ combat
teans, werce already well trained. Some of them were battle-seasoned organiza-
tions, and nearly all were occustomed to providing for thomselves, since each
was b¢81001¢y designed to be a separate regiment, battalion or company. This-
lotteor fact allowed the uni its not only to look nftor their own requirements, but
also permitted them to coid the Alrborune Task “Force as a whole, in many ways
during the period of training. - : | :

V - THE OPSRATION -

1. The night of D=1 was clecar and cool in the-toke-off areds used by the
airborne forces in Operation DRAGOON. The troop carrier units wore assembled
ot their stotions at ten cirficlds extending some 150 miles along the Italian ..
peninsula from CIANMPINO ncar Rome to FALLOWICA, north of GROSSETO. Duc to the
scrious lack of ground tronsportation, it was necessary for the bulk of the Task

Foree, except for the 23 Parachute Brigede Group, -to-commence the movement to -
the dlsporsgl airdrones by D-5. By D=2 the airborne forces had been shuttled
from their treining end concontrotloo grounds in the Rome orea to their desig-
noted airficlds. The C=47 aircraft had all been aeadllncd, checked thoroughly
and were in excollent mechenical condition for the flight. On the sdtellite
alrflolas to bé used for the glider marshelling, all preporations werc complete,

focling of assurancc end confidence as to, tho outcomp oF the Opé)atlon pre-
Vrl‘bd anong all olcmonts.

2. Ls to be cxpceted in nny oirbornc operation, prevailing westher was to
be on oxtrenely important factor and would conmsiderably influcnce the drop.
Once the to rgot dote for the entire Oper retion hod been sct for 15 hugust 1944,
it could not be:changed for the benefit of the airborne troops, cven though it
necessitotcd o drop without the assistance of moonlight, It had been hoped,
howcver, that the drop could be made on o clear night so that the troop carriers
could 1d0nblfj large hill masscs and coastel foatures as possible checkrpoints.
However, on 14 iugust, ‘a1l of western Turope was covered by & large, flat, high
prossure arca contered over the North Sca. .k portion of this Thigh" huQ brokon
off and hed scttled over the mein btarget arcos - This did preelude the: probabil-
ity of any sizeablc storam or hecvy winds, and the oply throat was one of

-
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accumulating fog or stratus. Conscquently, the forceast for tho Operation was
for clear weather to ELBA, followed hy decrecasing visibility until the DZs were
reached, at which time the visibility was expected to be from 2 to 3 miles.
Actually, the heze was heavier than anticipated and the visibility was less than
a holf mile over the DZs. The valley fog which completely blanketed the carly
perachutc operation, leter dispersed by 0800 hours in time for the morning glider
mission. Considerable nevigation difficulties were to arise from the 'fact that
the wind forccast was almost 90 degrees off the dircction initizlly indicdted.
Conscquently, the navigators could moke neccssary corrections only by use of
chock-points over the weter route. Fortunately, the wind did not reach high
clocity end was less then 6 MPH over the DZ. o

3., The Operation was prefaced by o successful eirborne diversion designed
to scrve two purposes in the cover plan. First, it was to create the illusion
of & southern airborne corridor; second, to ‘simulate a falsc airborne drop zone

by dropping rubber parachute dummics in sclected arcas. The six eircraft used %

on this mission dropped "window" en route to give the effect of a mnss flight o

oncé at 0205 on D-Dey thoy dropped six hundred dummics as planned on false DZ

selected north and west of Toulon. Germen radio reports indicoted the complete
success of this simplc ruse. The riflc simulctors and other battle noise
effeets used in this diversion functioned well cnd added to the rcalism of the
feint, ‘ : ‘ ‘
' A ' : o

4. The Lirborne operation begon shortly after midnight 14 - 15 Judy—
wireraft were loaded, cngincs were wormed up and tho marshalling of aircraft for
the teke-off was under way ot 0030. it the seme hour the first troop. carriers
took off Wwith thcir load of three pothfinder units. This first phase of the
Operation wes completely successful. During the centire period of marshalling,
only 3 aircraft suffercd minor demcge while taxiing prior to teke-off. One
aircraft was completely demolished whon it crashed shortly after its take-off.
ifber thelir teke-off, the pathfinder platoons nroceceded as & group on a dircct
linc to southern Frence, moking their first landfall just south of CANNES. By
ncens of the P.P.I. scts on cach aircraft, the pathfinders proceeded inland as
plenned, located the drop zones, end dropped their teams at 0323, 0330 and 0334
hours, rcspectively, on DZs "O", "AM™ and "C", T

5. Mcanwhile, approximatcly onc hour later, the nain parachute 1ift,
composcd of 396 aircraft in ninec seriols averaging 45 aireraft each, took off
and procceded on their courses. The flight toward the designated DZs wes merked
by no untoward incident.. Aimber.downwerd recognition lights were employed until
the final water checkpoint had beoen crossed, Wing formation lights were similar-
ly employed and no instance 6f fricndly naval firc on our aircraft was reported.
No cnemy eircraft was cncountered during the flight. Of particuler notc is the
fact that over four hundrod troop carricr circraft had flown in relatively tight
formation under opcrationcl stroin for some. five hundred miles without accident.,
The many hours devoted to troining in night formation flying hed produced
cxecllent results, ' ‘

6. The radio, radar and othor marker instollations were, undoubtedly,
responsible for the accurcey achicved in corrying out the flight mission,
"Furckas! had becn instelled at cach wing départure point, the command departure
point, the northcast tip of ELBA, GIRCGLI.L ISLAND ) n three
merker boecon boats spaced 30 milcs gport on the cg R
1. check-point. ot AGLY, YRANCE. These™

p-2 , .
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with an average rcception of 25 miles. . Holophano lights had 1so been plucod at
these p081t10ns and aided the navigators in corrccting their courses egainst
the contrary wind currents. Their roception averaged 8 miles until the DZs were
reeched ;. at which time they became invisible because of the haze anu ground fog.
Mr bCuCOH (the Radio Compess Homing Devices) werc instelled at ELBA, NORTH,
GORSICL, end on the center marker beacon boat, and were also dropped on the DZs
along with the "Furckes" and Holophane lights. Many pilots reported that they
reeeived thesc signals up to 30 milés. The MF béacons often kept the aircraft
on beam when thoy occasionally lost the "Rebecea® signal on their "Furckas®,
In-too mony cascs, the "Rebecea® signals exhibited a tendeney to drlit off the
froquency despite constant -operctionsl checking. - It should be empha31zed again
that the ontire parachutc drep was cccomplished in on ‘absolutely "blind" state
by the troop carrier pilots who had to depend entircly on the LF Boacens and
"Burcka! sets for their signal to drop the peratroopers. -Such evident function-
el dofocts in the "Rurcke-Rebecea! scts should not and must not be accepted in
futurc airborne operations.. Brlgﬁdlcr Pritchard, Officer Commending.,.2d Parachutc
Brigade, felt that this ﬁlnvle ue“lcl ey could hgvc 1oopardlzca the complecte
operation. ‘

7. In general, tho naruchuue drop was fully successful. Approxinmately

85 per cent, a far greoter percentege of troops then has been uccomplished in
previous opo rations in this theoter, landed on the .DZs or in the immediate
vicinity thercof, in areas which for o1l practical purposes can be considered
os contiguous to the drop zones, and from which terrain the parachute forces
were in positions which "1lowed then to cerry out their assigned missions. This
ves aCCOﬂhllShOd qcspite the hanlCrpS of no moon, gencral haze, and hoavy grouna
fog. in cstiméted 45 eircraft complctely misscd their designotod DZs. Some of
these dropped thedr troops as far as 20 niles from the sclected oreas., Among
the aireraft which misscd the DZs werc twenty in Seriel Number 8, which relcased
their troopers premoeturely on the .red light <1gnal The only possible cxplana-
tion that can be offcred is that probebly.a faulty light mechanism in one of the

/ lceding aireraft must hove gone on groen prematurcly and the troops in the lead

| croft jumped eccording to this signal. The troopers in the following craft, on

+ . sceing the leading aireraft's troopors Jump, probably did likewise, and gumpcd

' cven though the red, signol still showed in their own aircraft. This group

/ prlﬁc1polly compriscd clements of the 509th Parachute Battalion and about hélf

“ of the 463d Parnchute Ficld Zrtillery Bottelion. Two "sticks" of pdratroopers

/ londed in thc sce off ST TROPEZ, ncar CANNES. The remainder mode ground land-

/ ings in the vicinity of thesc two towans, u4though far from the d081gnotod DZ 5

| thesc clements orgonized themselves, mede contact wifh the FFI forces and pro--

'\ cceded to scize and hold ST TROPEZ. uporox1ﬁ?toly 25 cireraft of another group

v which nisscd their DZ, dropped their troops' some 15 miles north of LE MUY near
F.YANCE. The troops in this instance comprised part of the 5th Bettclion of
the 2nd Parachute Brigede (Br), and clements of the 3d Battgllon, 517th Para-
chutc Combat Team. Lilthough some 20 milcs from their DZ, thesc troopw ‘either
unuortook individucl missions or sought to return to th01r own units in-the -
propoer arce. By cvening of D-Day, most of this group were reasscmbled on DZs
LM ang "OW, . The UthA of Staff, along with the Division Surgoon and otne“ key
staff membors, was among this group, DZ % ", genorally west of Lu MUY had a
tendeney during the drop to beeome merged with Dz "O" sllghtly northwest of this
koy town on the VARGENNES VALLEY, which ezusced considerable confusior later on
in the day. This inedvertent merging of tho two zones also produced confusion
and QifflcuTty during the period of bundle rocovergdselt: At

"b 180 \vﬂb Bglsh Parachute Brigadec on DZ "O" wdl

- fri thot of 5l7th Roglmontﬂl Conbht Tcam on DZ
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o 8. huftorraln of the DZs. on which the peratroopers landed was in general
| ~excellent for such an operation. DZs "O" ahd "AM covered an area of small,
1 cultlvatcd farms consisting mainly of vineyards and orchards. There were very
. fow large buildings, tolophonc wires, tall trees, and other formidable ob-
.~8tacles, The anti-airborne poles established in the zones had not been shorp=-
cned or placed in sufficient density to obstruct the parachute laadlngs to any
, , material degree. It was reported that probably not more than a squed of troop-
- ~» crs suffercd injury from these obstacles. 4 total of approximetely 175 para-.
& troopers,. scarcely morc than 2 %, suffercd jump casuelties. Probably not more
than 100 of these initial jump casualtics were breaks or sprains sufficiently
serious to take the mon out of action for any length of time. DZ "C" on which’
“the 509th Parechute Combat Team jumped wes o hill mess morg ruggeo than the
< ground of the other zones, but cven tnlq rougher terrain did not interfere with
{ the success of the jump. :

- 9, Serial Number 14 (the first of the glider ‘serials) made up of support-
ing artillery and antitank weapons for the British Parachute Brigade departed
as scheduled for its 0800 hours glider landing, but was rccalled becausc of
hcavy overcast. The flight circled for one hovr and lended ot 0900, almost an
hour lateér then the scheduled time of 0822 hours. Onc glider and tug had to
turn back. One glider ditched offshore and another disintegroted in mid-air .
over. the weter (cause was laid to structural defects). The stakes driven into .
the ground all over the 1Zs did not prove to be difficult obstacles, cven
though the poles did cousc considerable damoge to the gliders and-in some in-
stences, to their loads. They served in many instonces as additional braking
power for the gliders, since the poles were smell, Dldntbd at shellow depth,
end -were too widely dispersed to perfcrm their 1ntcnded mission. Ev1dently, )
the Fronch formers who were forced to plant the anti-sirborne stekes had done
the minimum work they ¢ould in this forced construction. These polys were on
: the average of 12 feot high, and six inches in diameter. They had been driven
in the ground less than two feet and were gencrally more than 30 to 40 feet
apart. Serisl Number 16 was a purachuto lo ~d made up of the 551st Parachute
| ottalion. -~ It droppod eccurately on DZ ".i" at 1800 hours as planned. This
' drop was followed up repidly by contlnuou glider serials numbered from 17
through 23. Nine gliders were reportcd to have been released prematurely, four
of which mede weter landings. 4 large percvntagb of their crews cnd personncl
were saved by prompt action on the part -of the Navy. The landing skill of our
glider pilots was ‘highly satisfactory. Llthough the.1000-foct intervel adopted
for the howing ceuscd considerable jemming over the 1Zs, these pilots effected
- cxcellent lendings, Several pilots even ground-looped to avoid obstacles and
still brought’ in their porsonnel and cargoes safely., Another rcason for the
ecrowded conditicns over the londing zoncs was o notlccablo tendency on the
part of successive flights to scek additional eltitude as a result of the
normel "accordion movement' of the flights cn route.. In turn this progress- ,
ively croatcd o layer éffcet which rosulted in e greater mass of aircraft being
~over the LZs at any onc timc.than had been contemplated. Further diffigulty
arosc beeausc the pilots of tho carly glider 1lifts lended on the best and most
obvious scchions of the landing zones instead of in their own designatéd
b scctors. On their arrivel, the later 1lifts conscquently found that their
B essigned landing arces were almost entirely occupied with gliders which forced
t then to seck iltornato and. loss desiroable areas. 411 these factors tended to
" couse moeny heavy end short landings which seriously dn magaa the gliders in
largo Humbers. The pilots simply hod to '"dig inf—== :
the limited spaco. Although these abrupt, hoavy .
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. amphibious londing considorably by, cxtending dotechments down to the beach,
- fellowing their' carly lending. 'Of particular note is the fact that most of.

FREE

demege to the gliders, the glider pilots by presence.of mind, prompt action,
anG skillful maneuver saved many lives. and much valuable airborne equipment.

It wos established by D £ 6 that not more than 125 glider-borne personnel were
injured in these landings. Although not encountered in the operation, as a
motter of general interest, it is worthy of note that in the FREJUS area outside
of the Drop Zones, there was a second type of .anti-glider obstacle which con-
sisted of small but sturdy sharpghed stakes, some cighteen inches high, tirmly
imbedded in the ground and connected by wire which could easily badly tear up
the belly of any gliders landing on such obstructed terrain,

s

o

10, 1In general, the problem of air resupply did not become as urgent as
had been expceted. ibsence of serious cnemy opposition caused ammunition

- expenditure to fall below the anticipated smount. The initial plen for bringing
-in the first supplies by air on D-lay was consequently chaonged so that it was

not until 1000 hours on D # 1 that two troop carrier groups brought in 116 air-
craft loaded with suppliecs, The airerdft-oarrived over the DZs on schedule but
at an altitude well over 2000 feet which nade accurcte dropping extremcly - _
difficult. 4 rather stiff breesze, coupled with the high oltitude and the merg-
ing of DZs "O" and ™A', caused much of the dropped cquipment to get into the
hends of the wrong units on the ground. Well over 95% of the 1700-0dd bundles
dropped by parachute landed safely, but much of the specinlized equipment failed
to reach the units which had requested it. Subsequent resupply missions
carrying emergency signol and medical supplies were flown agoin on the night

of D £ 1., Although these drops had to be made at night by pathfinder aids,
the success of these missions was cbove average,. éxcept that again the high
altitude. caused cxeessive scattering. of cquipment. The 334th Quartermaster

‘Depot Comipeny (the US oir rosupply company), sided by the Parachute Maintenance

Section of the 517th Regimental Combat Team; packed over 14,000 parachutes and
1000 tons of equipment for the. Opcration, and deserves  compendation for the
superior work accomplished. For the 2nd Parechute Brigade Group, the British -
Allied 4lr Supply Bose, which worked side by side with the imerican resupply.
unit, likewise turncd in o very crecditabli job of packing: their rations, ammu-
nition and equipnent for resupply by air, AR

VI - GROUND iCTIVITIES

1. Oncc on the ground, enemy opposition cncountered by the Lirborne Task
Force was generally light. The objective of LE MUY proved rather difficult to
take. The mein bridge lcading into town was capturcd well aheed of schedule
late on D=Day by the British Perachute Brigode, but LE MUY:was not captured -
until the morning of D # 1, as the D-Day attack by the British Parachute -Brigade
feiled to teke the objective and the 550th Glider Infantry Battalion was later

' ordered to-attack and occupy. the town, which they accomplished as plonned. | The

Force quickly took LE MIT.H, L. MOTTE, C/STRON and - LES SERRES by noon of D-Day.
Contact was promptly made as- planncd with the 45th and 36th Infontry Divisions,
Elements of the 517th Regimental Combat Team, together with the 551st Parachute
Bettalion, took DRAGUIGNLN, while the 509th.Parachute Battalion assisted the

“

the howitzers of .the 460th and 463d Ficld /rtillery Battalions werc operative
and functioning shortly after the drop. Similarly, the 4.2 mortar compdnies
and the 6024 Pack .rtillory Battalion which came in with gli i




*',aéti Qﬁvery promptlj. Tho operatlon was a’ strong
of parachutc field: artillery.~ Almost all of the how1tzers were ‘in posibion - »
" and-firing by noon of D=Day and all werc.ready -for action by dark ‘of“D=Day. - No-””"‘
© other; type of - artlllcry could ‘have been used to- support ‘the '509th" Parachute ’
-.;;1'Infantry Battalion due'to ity 1so};t10n and 1naccessab111ty of the- p081t10n by -
‘[ - road. ' The surﬁmse achleved by the alrborne landlngs and. the cuttlng of 1lines’
-V of: communlcatlon by the'alrborne forces prevented proper- employment of enemy
- moblle reserves; this fact was erught ‘out - only only by the results. but also
'be the admission of Generel Neulln Who commandcd tho German Corps w1th houd-;_,i
\quartcrs at DuRGUIGNuN. " s S : :

1ndlcatlon of thc feaSIblllty}~

‘b .

LR Bv 18- uugust tho Force had commeneed to reorgunlzc in the vzclnlty of
LE MUY _ Following this reorganlzatlon it proceeded 'to advance & along. the. RIVIERA
“toward! CnNNES’ NICE, and" the Italian border. The” Britlsh 2nd Parachutel'rlgade
was taken out of action ond preparations were madé to return it to its base in
- . - the. Romé-arca .for further possiblc airborne ope”atlonui use. The Tlrst Spec1al
0 Sordide Ibrco rvplaced the ‘British Brigede, and the Airborne Task Force ‘then
"_Q’contlnucd t '“dvancc .along the coost, moetlng determined rear guard opp051t10n.
B ¢ opery ions 6f the Task Force $oward the Frsnco-ltallan torder wcre ‘riot
ryst; eted tothe . coast ‘but extended to a point some 65 miles inland. us has ,
- Aulway 'béen the, case whon airborne troops dre retained’in the line in ﬂn offen- ’
siverr ‘,,thoy cxpcrl enced backrbreaking dlfflculty in. tranSportlng thelr heavy
- supporting ‘arns and- ermunition. - The- fluid, rapid- advancd of  Scventh irmy as.a L
whole made. it dlfflcult for the Army o -provide; necessary vchlcles for the Force,‘ ;
isTa ros'lt, the’ parutroopors 1n many Cﬂses hauled thplr Pack 75 '
sixty or évonty niles o ng

ot

SRR Chur cterlstlc of th “1ght1ng qualltles displayed by the Alrborn‘
'Task Force was the enthusiastic¢ mahner in which its’ unldérunheS1tat1ngly e
- attacked successive obgectlves dBSplte the ‘nimerous’ hand:caps which prevalled S
- The hostile opposition’ encountered,: howover, was at no.tine sufflclently ‘

: serlous to test the full flghtlng capabllltles of the_Fbrce. =

B e ) L

o .j_v:c £ ~S’IATISTICS

AT - Durlng Operatmon DRAGOO"the Prov1slonal Troop Carrler Alr“Dlv
gf987 sor es and’ carried 95000 airborue- personnel, 2213 ngd:
s;”,“:pleces.: T%c sorties flownralso 1ncluded 07 towed;gllders and carried'a tot
[ v of over two nillion” pounds of equlp'nent into’ the battle area for the First: .
'ﬂ'Alrborno Task Force. -But'one aircraft:was lost as-a résult of the Operatlon SO
S 1f and the losses-in. ulrcraf% from the period of riovenent fron the. Unlted P
“j ’K1ngdom to.the ‘conelusioni-of ‘the onerutlon totalledf”nly fine,  No. troop LT
. carrier personncl other “than’ gllder pllots were khown: to{have been klllea, ER R
o dewere llstcd as- n1331ng, and .16 were hOSnltallzed The.. balance of the 746
: gdlsoatched on’ the Oporatlon had returncd %o thenr organlzatlon. S
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2. Tith respect to alrborne units; a total. 434hu, S. ﬁlrborne pcrsonnel
-were listed as killed, captured or missing in action on 20 August. In - ‘
adcdition, 292 were hospltallzea, farly reports indicated that. the British -

Parachute Brigade listed 181 men as nissing in.action and 130 men hosplta7lzea.f 

Leter -reports indicated thet 52,parctroooers of the Br ~itish. Brigade ‘had

. def1n1u9¢y been killed.- 500 replacenents had ‘been requested by the U. 8.

purcChubO units and 126 by the British Brigade. In the first two days. of.

; actlon, over 1,000 prisoners 'ha@ been token by the Anerlc i’ units ang necrly a

> 350 by the Br1tlsh Brigadé. By the 23d, this figure was well over 25000,

* The t6tal jump and. glider erash- 1n3ur1bs amountod ta 283 or appro tely

3% of tho personnol 1nvolved. i
. 3. Tho rocoVery of personnel and- cargo parachutcs can ‘be oxnected to

be very low, 48 of1 Soptenber, it wos apparent that not more than 1,000
parﬁohutes coul& ‘be sent to-the Rome base for salva 'ge and repair. Slmllcrly,
the number of ”llcers Vhlch can be used agein will be equally small. 4 cah-
vass of the larnding zones 1ndacates that fewer than 50 gliders of the 407 can
be. salvaged vlthout excessive - cost, Since there we re no- gu;rds left w1th

tho f"lldCI‘S 9 cvhn thls fl'UI‘O may ‘be optlnistlc. ‘

VIII - SU?‘P‘IL:BY

" The recently completed alrbornu Opﬁratlon.DRAGOON was without doubt
thc nost successful of its kind yet undeértaken by 41lied Forces in this
theater. The conme nders of both the airborne and. troop cerrier units and
their suborc1nates descrve full credit for-the excellent manner in which they
executed this nission. -'The results and expcrloncos of-this Operation are
bélieved to bo of vgluc to all theaters in order that those few nistekes.
m‘de 1n thls Oper oﬁon can be. known und av01ded in futuro ooergtlons.v"




