
Maneuver Center of Excellence (MCoE) Libraries 
MCoE HQ Donovan Research Library 

Fort Benning, Georgia 
 

 
 
 
Report date: 12 December 1944 
 
Title:  Pathfinder teams of the 82nd Airborne Division in Operation 

“Market” 
 
Author:  Headquarters, European Theater of Operations (ETO), United 

States Army, War Department Observers Board 
 
 
Abstract:   AGF Report No. 449 – Pathfinder Teams of the 101st Airborne 

Division in Operation “Market”. Submitted by COL Harvey J. 
Jablonsky, Infantry, with comments from CPT Frank L. Brown, 
XVIII Corps Pathfinder Officer, as it pertains to the 101st 
Airborne Division.  

   
Number of pages:  8 p. 
 
Notes:  From the MCoE HQ Donovan Research Library, Fort Benning, GA. 
Documents collection. Call #: D731.1 .E91 #449 
 
Classification: Unclassified; Approved for public release 



The following
image(s) may be of
poor qu.alit y due to
the poor quality of

the original.



LA

~RS
,.-.. ...-.. .. . ; .-. .. ,..

.... EUROPEA THEATER;OF :OPERATIONS :
..-. ,. ,. UNITED STA PS- 'A -. :Y ,
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SUBJECT: AGF Report No.449 -Pathfinder.Teams 11St Airborne-
No.. .49 a . r.. 116 iron

Division Oppration "MARKET".-

SUBfITTED BY:- .COLONEIL HARVEY Jo JABLONSKY, INFANTRY.

1. Pathfinder .,teams are trained at a. special pathfinder school in the
United Kingdom.,. T.he. school is a part of the 1st Allied Airborne Army. .The

IX T.C..*,C.. of the 1st. Allied Airborne Army has establiShed a provisional
pathfinder group -whih specializes-in pathfinder work. The XVIII Airborne
Corps has a pathfinder officer on duty with the ....T.C.C. provisional.path-
finder group, 0ho-has the responsibility of. traning pathfinder volunteers
from-theoairborne divisions. Prior to an operation, each division partici-
pating., sends- approxirately 10 officers and. 90 enlisted men to.. the school
for aminimum training.:period of 1 month. "

2.-..The follovng comments are.. those of Captain Frank L-. Brown XVI.I
Corps Pathf-.inder Officer. They cover the operati-on. "IMARRET" as pertains to.
..the 101st Airborne Division:,

"1. Decision of C.ommandersi'
a...Both airborne and aircorps coifimanders felt that: pathfinders

should be. empl6yed, but... due to the act hat the operation .was to. take place-ah •rs. i ,.ad . h . o . s n.-

during daylight hours it was.decided that a minimum number of personnel,
wou d be committed with only enough.tie to.set the equipment into operation
prior"to-the-arrival..'of main.. serials. .

of.on b. The final decisLon wa s that two (2) teams., each. consisting..
of one (1) of.Dicer and nine (9) enlisted men,. would be committed .to "each"DZ '
twenty (20) ainutes prior-to arrival of the main ..serials. "

.2. :Pers.onn,. el .and .Briefing., .I . . IIi .III :

".. " a,. All officers .and men, wi~th .the exception of one (1): enlisted ii

" .. man, had part1±cipated ina a:-orbat pathfinder .operation in .Normndy on 6 June..:i
1944! and had volunteered' for a second pathfinder mission. .. " , .- !: .

: .. b.." Preparation..and briefing'- .vas very smooth due to poast " .
.. experienceo"- .'" .. ',--:<

4 .....- . .:

c. Rations, amunition,.smoke, panels, etc..,. had been predrawn
and were stored. in the area occupied by-the groiup-several weeks.prior to the
assignment of the mission.

, d. iotJpma0ster conferences.-ere held as, soon as DZ's were

assigned. Pinv-points were selected by jumpmasterS.and pilot-navigator.teams.
C-4"9 -l "
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e. Copies the division and110  regiental field orders were
fu-n~ishedt6 • jupmasters for study in conjunctio n ith maps for the opera-

. ,tion.. Enisted men were - briefed twentyfour (2) ours .priorto. the ime
of.take-off.bf -a-m-

- ." .f :A personnel .ere restrictedto .the base.-from .the. receipt

o of first:x dersunr
el the return-of'the "aircraft":frm-"the"mission.

25'.0W.,qQ a -the--and:. NC.Oz* 'islac-h'-' of fRe, mas.. sued a
.DZ: area:.

" ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 0a " .". a . .. " "
. .All 'personnel.carred .copies .f 1/100,000 m.....aps of. area of

operations. No maps. .were rked .

' Ar .corps-airbrne teams- had.been"Worng together.as..such

for. approm ely six (6) month-s:r ..q Ut ustconfidence and coordia-.Qn had
ben-esablshed.

i ,i e~wcar ri e, d ,
a.Thopn sublmachL inegus -and 14-1 rifles .were crri: 1,wit

a ratio of6-L in favor-of the TSMG. -. men carried pistols, cal. 45,
automatic, in. addition to their prinarj weapons.

b. Each man carried five (5) D-ration bars. K-rations were

-not -taken due to. weight and bulk.,.

c. Riflemen carried two hundred (200) rou dsYPf ball amrunition,
,crint 

ei, -

*di. Ammunition'.forTSMG varied accordingtofdesires"of-indivir o ft ....
dual- .. fro wo h :.dreC ,(200) t(300) rounds.per weapo..

e' .. .All.men. carried-rench knives and entrenching tools.

f. Each officer andNCO carrid a watd:..and comass.. (Four,

(4)- per -team)

were :-carri(
g..byi

.:Two (2) grenades, fragmentation and two (.2.) grenades,. soke

each man.•"

h, First -aid equipment carried by each m icluded:

'.6 .each.packets; sulf aniliide .
2. each; packets, parachute first aid;
-:2.eachc drssing, c arli-0o.
-• All personnecarried..halizone tablets-fOr purifying.water.

.-. ~ ~ ~ A • ... . •. .,. . ...so m e- c ......- a ..... ... _o.

j. Due.to bulk on CRN- enEureka some. menrequested permi."s

s...:on to jump without -reserve parachuteS; Such perission 'wasgranted but .

serves-erecarried in-...the aircraft for .each man'.

.4.-Uniform.

d

• °
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rn .. .., : ,.- .: ,! Suits;" two-(2) piece,.co bait ,. aS .oterx""garment wiitli' YO.D.

s .rt:and:.. .r 'sW rs !. nde rneath..-.i-.. :. . .: > "- .

b,.Men,. in.most cases,-wore. .woblen undersirtsoraters,.
(Woo'I 0e,-draiors'-re not worn due to the fact that theyhavea:-atendetcy to '

chafe T- .1l0ngm rch-s.) ).. Ex so s:-sre,.ca red in pockets..
c. Caps wool kit, with"visor removed,wre.worn under helmets.

.,i " .. .t he' t,

:5. :Record. oEvents -.. Holland... -O. -.. . .

a.-* The ! final . .,pathfinder. briefing for aircrews and paratroops
wa.s heldat-0830, 17 September 1944 and.immediately"thereafter " all personnel
proceeded to their, assigned shtps.."

b. Mission .of Teams "1l." and "2"..

(1) Team lC, composed of headquarters personnel.fromthe
501st, 502nd Parachute Infantry and the 377thField ArtilleryBattalio ,
commanded bC.aptain Frank. L,...Brom,.501st... Parachute- Infantry, s-assigned
to ship 964. (1st Lt .Bob -Centers' Pilot...)

P:.9640 • :

(2) Team. -2,, 501st Parachute Infantry, commanded by 1st
Lt Charles M. Tith, 501st: Parachute Infantry, was assigned to ship 981.
(2nd Lt Shauvin., Pilot.)

(3) The mission of these two (2) teams was to d'rop upon.
and mark DZ "A. for the. main ef.fort, preceding said group b --twenty (20)
-mnutes.

.: (4).Teams-took.oI at, 1Q 40 f-IomChalgrove Airdrome, circled,
and afo d a course generly east.,t o the .oast. Somewhere over the c:h-annel
P' w.as contacted which escortedthe f iht tothe coastof FSnc.' .
escortwas seen-from the tie our..ships z-e&chedthe coast untji .i.Um o fjump "

SAt. a point .where the British spearheadwsd est' into nei& ..g'rtdry; .
o" rship .bore noth.. .and continued. 4t 1500. ft. ,. Orange smokewas observed

marking the fronat lnes nd-the two:(2), shps. incr.eased .teiir' peed to 180
-M' PH. IVey heavy ant.iaircraft:fire was received and 'at 12 2, Th ". .Vcityo'" Rati- i, Belgium) ship 981 felliflaming into a steep dive, hit very bady

c/ob: efor&.  the... ship cra hed, explodngi a s;-'heet: of flame.i "-:"' ...
J (u5)- Ship 96.c t.tiyued throUgh-Very:,heavyflakbelts,

Staklng no evasive action, until t(he- railroad ruing generaly.-west-to east
i bnto V o.chel.:waspobe sv.ed, At hispoint the pilot swrng..to a COUrSe parallel

to :ithe:"tracks", slowed-."th$. ship to a& st and-s.t.iil over, 'the DZ a :nd. juxrped.. ,the
Pathfinder.: tear: on'. "the :.exact: spot"'.e~ired .":: 'T.i e.-was: 1244.,plus : 50.: se Conds .'? -

...,. ..".- ?,..- . -.' (6) -No immediate enemy resistance , was encountered Upon ..
- the "PZ alil6*ig the team to puit all navagational aids" intoe operati on in very
" little' time4 .' A:ssembly was ".iot necessary :s-i:ce 'dispersion :was very. plight,.

.due "to ex cellen t .drop : s.:peed i.. .. .. -: . ..-....• ... .. .. .. . .: • .. :- ., ....:- ." : ..::."

''4
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(7). TheEureka .wasassembled .and in operation in.one ()
minute, ..the. 'pane Tadhpanel letter "A" took nod more than two and one
half-(2 )minUtes..

(.). Some difficulty was encounteredwth the-CRN-antenna,
-but: thiS setwas :fuCtionin g&.'thin.fixe v @5.).nutes. (CBN-9+ a~te. na has
been ,ddiied and fauts elinated Since operation.) Red .smokewas emlyed

-when the main serials caie into view.
(9).Thefirstiserialdue at-1304, arrivedon..-cours, --three

(3) .minutes. late at 1307and dropped onthe reserve. side of .the regimenal
bjetie, 'Vechel,.- The Secnd and third serials, both three, (3)- iutes-late; arrived at 1311,.and 1315- repectively,, droppig on the: ,esternalf of

- theeThe)Z. o
: . ,. .- .. -* . *.".....

(1)The: Eureka and !CRN,- :were left in ope.r.a14Qr1 i'twJ :p (12;)
muites: aterithe last serial arived. Non srayircraft appeared ., -

. .,.. .. ,i:,,:: ,:,:--. (l)Sict:he mcsi'n :o -!he pthfinderr tea, was finished,

"(thei bgiifig ...io:.4Lider landings o.r :resupply.drops schedu2ed on .DZ :'!A").the:

te am mae"itt, a. w.y ,to Vecheli where it :e st ablish~ed e road. blqck
'int1'tie. ma.L ri.

square i~th: two : (2 ) men,: Cleaned al street. ofl- buildings :it1i thx i (i.1), :more.i
-and] dispatched( the.: remaining: four "(4)..nien to :tke a-bridge.. Friendly .t~'ops

. -

were" con'tacted within. a half-hour .... :?
as ' " local :!. '-""](1"i" :i( 2)/. "Team "","a"fter t:he" initial drive was ,use':v ..-,:at ; " rrou'";"' "s..

ti.- mes.:!. loasecurity: group,..prison guards and. as. combat. paro's,.-...

(2) Team "4", 506th Parachute Infantry,. ommad .lt

and resuplaprope

096-". iGrn helead hi.s a ained .hpD964,- ovr .tea cannel. pon-resh.

in the co: astherSson thesfih ice i e tolim an)the n flew ao copurse
ide" nti ak.,So hatofBe"m "1:":', " o th~an "2".."n..ubeuntgie nig

. , ()Uocrsige in~ts y er-  flak wase

150 miesrpe hour

(6) Sinc D. B" a n.d.- C were, .realt on..: ( large
• • i of. 'field, the .Tem drope sidfe by.. si.e a125,d o...poit e~ ip

gthelct h 4esid'ed Ascin the ce i ite m " assebl of menwa s

re si .e d . .ersi.n$ ..as ..l " ..t .Pilots slowe shp .

•~~~~~ 
de . . "t..r• , -p, ,I'.S..

.ma.-n.., ..:". n .t6• .. :: a- br. r...

..... o ' "ar -wiin.. A.erin a -haltf PloS. owe sis .lms ot

no. " -i iii'I



l(7) Sight enery :r resistance was ecountered but i1 a. w

ove~rcnme and did notslow the teams:in .-.their 's.sion .. The EUrek a... was .n....
operation in less than one (1) ainute and.. no d.fic uty wasencoutered..in"
settingup panels and CRN,4, all of w.hlich were in readiness within foUr (4)

, ' i.. ' -] (8) : The-.main . serials" all:-, arrived on' course" three e.:(3)i.:..:. :..
" ..minutes, late:at 1319, 1322,. and 1325.." Since the] DZt s were adjacent and three(3) .serial.s were due oneach,.itwas diN4icth wto distinguish between them;

.however, the-main effort experienced anexceptially good drop. all. trops
hitting theDZ and assembling wthout .hesi.taion.

(9) Pathfinder personnel remained upon. the DZ to guidein

Sglider.landings and -:recsupply .._ aircraft for six (6) days atwhich time they Were

(10)On. D.7 the entire group of pathfinders were again

control.we '-.- -"an bth- .athfndrsi was impad oSief r "t-hemtocarry inc en sm.k.e

on l t L u -Lt Irard from-6 ..heeipnld prit

twht 20.arsfrmth 'Eure onnhic theaircrafo.t wshoming. i

*-- __ __aIQ.. Dhfdrthestiraershe thi-rp iin eficie.tla du
to cel.let drops at low-speeds dcyer reviously selected na-.-onepostons. ... .. , --

.. . . Due'to the .weight and bulk: of navigationia ai,S Cr 1. 6d. •

aownbyif, . It nde---b .t a -. osible for themto carry" in -.-enonghske,

Stteriesto: ic uatio n o f aena f a ids fi d sUbsequent

moldificato has een jhis.prob C . H. Deeytt o - fCi,..1 R.aCa.r.. OPthffinder "S G r o up (P r ov) w h o. i .d iat-el y r e ed:- d '- -r s u p v . .ssi on :t.01 b e -.. l... .. i~ o l ~ ;-..": .

S odeMeassential'igems.Thi"espply .consisting sou coie :
etra.:baters .:or e oth Ereaa- .. , aiionalsmoke,was...dropped"

d. A~me soldb:refd nevsinrn shulmary ap

on g - "6s ro t Buollo by"arcraft., T LeCi nth...lande .. aithjumped fro

reeivardes.fm from e ureio t on..e.afrc

.Pathfinderte' oplished
e

aslow." seed r e y:ver. peiously s-ele dt-.' ,.pnp0nt ed;ecl* e 'a.o 8 es iety0r

': " :/ ..:, ::". :!../ii~:.:-:&*-L",-...".b . o f icat ion ..of antenna .1.f-or CRN i4,v s -Indicat . -.' " ..,.t.

• .m-ddIc. tih .' has beenh.. de'b ..zaj- or.yd ,H ,. DRe ,::,ahfiider..:Jada ~ice, )4-

e" Men.should, jump only such. quipment as is asolutely: nces,
Sary for • combat.. Ext. ....food and clothing, .etc, ,c.n always.be. btained.from
.thebod3es of.c..ialt~s..- .duringa parachute operation and. excess weight and
the b " • '' ')1 s. .... " " - e5- ."" "" o"'" "



bulk ]added to the equipment each patinder must3uip may so iede the

individfal' s progressas to cause-, dea.th due to enemy action or failure of

Mission.
..f.." The ommandin Genera,.1stAirborne .Dision stated that

'!th. pathfinders: did; a" 'eatifu uI"b of bringing the main serals in~o the

' "3. 'CaptainBrowin..feels -that, ithe: success of .the airborne. pathfindersI

• was.. due e ntirely to, the manner. in which,.t#he .ailr corps piosadnvgtr
pin-point,ed, eiaeh. team :,from 

:aircraft i.-n .excellent jump altitude at.speeds of,

eight-fiv (~5) to inet (90)MPH.A 0futer xampe of he annr i

which the air. corps...aided the: a.irbore. .s.. vdec : o D "B"ng whn Lte r ..

• ..Gaudio,. pilot . air.-craft. 096,. returne&-to. the DZ- after dropin i' tamopahfinders d buzzedthe' farm.houses on .the .center o the DZ !inorder to

'n'"far oirr 3 Y '

dw fieyfrom. the. men. installing.bpathinder 
aids. .on the ground.
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Diegram "A"
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LINE OF FLIGHT

EUREKA TO BE CODED WITH IDZUTTFYING IETTER OF DROP ZONE.
FOLLOWING INFORMATION WILL BE GIVEN IN IX TOC FIELD ORDER:

COLOR OF SMOKE
COLOR OF PANELS
FREUENCIES OF NAVAGATIONAL AIDS
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