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SUBJECT' AGF Report No. 449 - Pathfinder: Teams 101st Airborne
DlVlSlon OReratlon "MARKET" '

SUBMITTED BY' COLONEL HARVEY J. 'JABLONSKY, INFANTRYV,

o 1. Pathflnder teams are trained at a spec1al pathflnder school in the
- United Kingdom, The school is a part of the lst Allied Airborne Army, The
IX T.C.C. of the lst Allied Airborne Army has established a provisional R
pathflnder group which spe01allzes in pathflnder worke - The XVIIT Airborne -
~ Corps has a pathfinder officer on duty with the IX T.C.C. prov151onal path= -

finder group, who has the _responsibility of tralnlng pathfinder volunteers
from the airborne lelSlons. Prior to an operatlon, each division paxtici=-

: patlng sends approx1mately 10 officers and 90 enllsted men to the ‘'school .

for a mlnlmnm tralnlng perlod of 1 month. ; ) .__.‘

24 -The follow1ng comments are. those of Captaln Frank L. Brown XVIII
Corps Pathflnder Officer, . They cover ‘the operatlon "hARKET" as pertalns to
the 101st Alrborne D1v131on' .

.

", Declslon of Commanders. . ; . o

Both alrborne and air corps commanders felt that pathfinders
should be emplOyed, but due to the fact that the operation was to take place
during daylight hours. it was'decided that a minimum number of personnel, = -
‘would be committed with only enough time to set the eoulpment 1nto operatlon
prlor to the arrlvel ‘of maln serlals._ : : :

' ' .7 be . The flnal de01s;on was that two (2) teams, each con51st1ng
of one (l) offiicer and nine (9) enlisted men,. would be commltted to each DZ
twenty (20) mlnutes prlor to arrival of the main serlals. B o

2. Personnel and Brleflng.

. A1l offlcers and men, with ‘the exceptlon of one (l) enllsted
man, had part101pated in a.combat pathfinder operatlon in Normandy on 6 June
l9h4 and had volunteered for a second pathflnder mission, :

: : be Preparatlon and brleflng Was very smooth due to past
-~  experience, : .
T Ratlons, ammunltlon, smoke, panels, etc., had been predrawn
- and were stored in the area occupied by the group" several weeks prior to the
" assignment of the m1351on.

S ds- PllotrJumpmaster conferences were held as soon as DZ's were
assignede Pln-p01nts were selected by Jumpmasters and pilot-navigator teamse
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: r:.of take-off.

-2

' dfﬁﬁ e Coples of the division and reglmental fleld ordérs were .
?’fu. shed 1o Jumpmasters for study in conjunction with maps for the opera-‘
tion.: Enlisted men were brlefed twenty—four (2A) ‘hours prlor to the time

;,f. All personnel were : restrlcted to the base from the. recelpt L

:”Vs;:of’flrst.orders untll the return of the alrcraft from- the m1851on. 4;*

: ff?"“"”! S vﬂg;' Each offlcer and NCO was 1ssued a 1/25 OOO scale map of the
Z_DZ areas *;. . i , _ : RYCERNEE L
S h. All personnel carrled coples of l/lOO OOO maps of area of

"operations. No maps were marked. CERTR o .

Lo Alr corps~alrborne teams had been worklng togetherlas such
for approx1mabely six: (6) monthS’betmost confldence and coordlnau.o fh, e
: ,been establlshed. e S e R , : R

o L ‘Ble. - Thompson submaohlne guns and M-l rlfles were carrled,‘w1th
H”a ratlo of 6~ in favor of the. TSMG.f A1l men carrled plstols, cal. h5,- R
_iautomatlc, 1n addltlon to thelr prlmsry weapons. go

i SR b. Each man carrled flve (5) D-ration bars. K—ratlons were.
jnot taken due to weight and . bulke :

e ol

ce o cg lelemen carrled two hundred (200) rounds Qf ball\ammunltlon,

st

- g v de Ammunltlon for TSMG varied accordlng to de31rcs of 1nd1v1—
: dual from two hundrer.(200) to- three hundred (300) rounds per Wcapon.;¢-~

?*e& All men carrled trench knives and entrenchlng tools.-,,

R f.- Each offlcer snd NCO carrled a watch and compass. (Four
__(A)~pervteam)p o : I : ~ SE

T g. Two (2) grenades, fragmentatlon and two (2) grenades, smoke
~,,'were carried by each man,- :

R Y
N

fh, Flrst ald equlpment carrled by each man 1ncluded‘ ;o

6. each, packets, sulfanllunlde |

2 each) packets, ‘parachute first aid

-2 each dre351ng, carl1lsc
e All personnel csrrled hallzone tablets for purlfylng water.
B . Je Due to bulk on CRN-A and nureka some men requestod porm;s*
"~ sion to jump w1thout reserve parachutes, -Such perm1531on was granted but

serves were carrled in the alrcraft for each man.

'rL. Unlform.. N
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‘ b. Men, in most cases;'wore woolen undershlrts or sweaters.
(Woolen ‘drawers wdre not worn due to the fact that they have’a tendency to
chafe ‘o ‘Torg- marches.) Extra socks were ca ed in pockets. s _

N

Co. Caps,.wool knlt w1th v1sor removed were worn under helmets.“'

5 Record of Events - Holland Jung.-

v

i

: The flnal pathflnder brleflng for alrcrews and paratroops:
was held at 0830 17 September 194 and 1mmed1ately thereafter, all personnel
proceeded to thelr a351gned shipss

/4

_ b.» M1s31on of Teams "l" and "2"

- ’ (1) Team agn, composed of headquarters personnel from the

- 501st, 502nd Parachute Infantry and- the 377th Field ‘Artillery- Battallon, L
commanded by. Captain Frank L. Brown, 501st. Parachute Infantry, was a331gned
to ship 964. (lst Lt Bob Centers, Pilot.)

‘ (2) Team‘"z" 5015t Parachute Infantry, commanded by lst
Lt Charles M.’Falth 50lst Parachute Infantry, was assigned to ship 981,
(2nd Lt Shauv1n, Pilot, )

’ . (3) The mission. of these two (2) teams was to drop upon.
and mark DZ "A" for. the main effort, preéedlng .said group by twenty (20)
‘ manutes.' o ’\

S (h) Teams took oﬁf at lOAO[from Chalgrove Alrdrone, 01rcled,.
- and followed a course generally eastuto the - oast. Somewhere;over the*channel

i MPH° Nery heavy antlalrcraft f1re was recelved and at 1232 i 5ﬁhf”"“” ity
:fIthRatlﬂw Belgium, ship 981 fell’ flaming into a steep dive, hit very badly
An L 1Eft englne and w1ng tank. Four (A) chutes were seen to leave the

J...v! San

: (5) Shlp 96h contlnued through Very heavy i‘lak belts, .

By taklng no eva31ve actlon,_untll the railroad running generally west to east
) At this" p01nt the pilot swung to a course parallel .
fthe ship to a stand-stidl over. the DZ and jumped.the ’
pathflnder team on:the exact spot des1red. Txme was - thh plus 50 seconds._

' o 2 (6) No 1mmedlate enemy r681stance was encountered upon f
the DZ 'llow1ng the team to put all navagatlonal aids 'inte operation in very
jllttle timeq ASSembly was’ not necessary 51nce dlspers1on was very sllght

~due to excellent drop speedo S . : : e SN
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- ~ L (7) “The Eureka was. assembled and in operatlon in one. (1)
iwmlnute, the panel’ "T" and the panel letter "A" took no more than two and ‘one
~ half (22) minutes,- , L e NIRRT -

(8) Same dlfflculty was’ encountered w:Lth ‘the CRN-L, antenna,
i*f‘but thls set was functo.om.ng within-five (5) minutes, (CRN-—A anterna-has
- been modified and faults: el:unlnated since operatlon.) Red 'smoke 'was em loyed
; when the main: ser:.als carme mto v:.ew.. i _ ‘ RN B S DN

L LR (9) The first serial, due at lBGA, arrived on: course three :
_ (3) minutes late at 1307 and’ dropped on the reserve side of the regimental

T ob,]ectlve, Vechel, . The second and third serlals, both' three~ (3) minutes
o late f) arr:Lved at 1311 and 1315 reSpectlvely, dropplng on the westerni half of

EAREE IR (10) The Eureka and CRN-h were left in operatl,on P
. _va.nutes after the 1ast serlal arr;wed. No stray alrcraft appeared,

R '(ll) S:ane the mlssn.on of ‘he pathflnder team was i‘lnlshedh
“(there belng no :glider landings or ‘resupply ‘drops scheduled on DZ MAM), ‘the
 team madeit!s way to Vechel where it established e road. block in the main,

- square with two- (2) men, cleaned a ‘street of buildings with ‘three (3), more .

. and. dlSpatched the remaining four’ (1..,) nen to take a brldge. Friendly troops

: ,‘{were contacted withln a half-hour. AT ,

‘ (12) Team "1" after the .mltlal dm.ve ” was used at "‘""1
. tmes as local securlty group, prn.son guards and as combat patrols,

s - c.' Teams "3" and "a"

— o (1) Team "3" 50204 parachute Infantry, e by2nd
- “'th Gordon UéRamus 3 »was ass:Lgned to Shlp 885, (lst Lt Dobblns, P:Llot).

\

S BT (2) Team "h" 506’01’1 Parachute Infantry, commanded by lst ,
t Gordon 0. Rothwell, was assn.gned to Shlp O% (lst Lt Gaudlo, Pllot). p

LoRE T (3) The mission of these two (2) teams was to arop upon o
. % and mark DZ's "B" and nen for the main efi‘ort and subsequent gllder landlngs '
a.nd resupply drops. ‘? ‘y e . . : i P o

Bl (1+) Teams took off the Chalgrove A:errome at lOAO w:Lth Shlp L
_"096 ‘in the lead. ‘Ships accompanled 96L and 98L over the channel, Upon | reach-‘ ,
¥ ing the coast: the" fllght c:chled twice to klll ‘bJ.me and then flew a course '
1dentlcal to that of Teams "l" and‘ "2" s P ,

R (5) Upon crossmg.v ,“fnemy 11nes ver:V heavy flak was. encoun
o _‘bered until the juip,” No evasixe actlon was taken but the planes speeded to
,"'180 mlles per hour. , § o .

e SEEDER (6) Slnce DZ’s "B" a,nd "Q" were, in- reallty, one (l) large _
& wies of fﬂ.elds ¥ the"teams dropped ‘side by side at 3.255, pln-pomted eXactly R
the locatloh des:.red‘ As-in the case of. Team "1U, assembly of men was .
~esary sinrfe disnersion was >llght. Pllots slowed shn.ps almost to
Moy g . .
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e T (7) Sllght enemy re51stance was encountered, but it w

Sovercome and: dld not slow the téams.in: their’ mission,. The Eureka was din oo

operation in less thah ore. (1) minute and no, dlff;cultj was. encountered 1n,""

sett%ng up panels and CRN-4, all of which were in readlness w1th1n four (h)
minu es.'.f :

' : (8) The main- serlals all arrlved on’ course three (3) .
mlnutes late at 1319, 1322, and 1325,. Since the DZ's were adjacent and. three
(3) serials were due on each, it was “difficult ‘to distinguish between them,
however, the main effort experienced an’ exceptaonally good drop, all: troops
hlttlng the DZ and assembllng w1thout hesxtatlon. . iy ,_@

_ (9) Pathfinder personnel remalned upon the DZ to 8ulde in e
: gllder landlngs and resupply alrcraft for six- (6) days at whlch tlme they were
_relieved of these dutles.‘ : R o - s

(10) on. D%? the entlre group of pathflnders were again .
placed together under~Capta1n Brown and performed varlous dutles under lelSlon
control, S - v . ) o . RN

‘vfdig Resupplv for Pathflnder3°.‘ﬂ"

’ Due to the welght and bulk of nav1gatlonal alds carrled
down by the pathflnders At was\lmposs1ble for them to carry in ‘enough  smoke
and batteries to. provide continuous éperation of all aids for subsequent . .

‘landing ‘of -gliders, - This problem was presented to CO, IX T.C.C. Pathfinder
Group (Prov) who ifmediately ordered a resupply mission to be flown on DAL .
to provide essential ibemss This resupply, con31st1ng of a complete CRN=L,

 extra batteries for both Eurekd and LRN-L plus additional smoke.was: dropped

on DAL by 1st' Lt Burkhardt from 086s The equipment landed approximately

. twehty (20) yards from the Eureka on whlch the alrcraft was’ homlng.

. a. Pathflnder teams accompllshed their m1351on efflclentl‘,due |
to excellent drops at slow speeds dlrectly over prevmously select pln—p01nted
-‘p031tlons. - :’": e - RET SRER LR S L :

RS

[

A b. Modhflcatlon of antenna for'CRNen was- 1nd1cated. (Thls'
‘1cat on has beenrmade by hasor Cloyd H. Derey, Pathflnder Radar,Offlc

moc

T Men hav1ng prevuous.combat experlence should compﬁ
least a part of each team. s ._rwpwl;,_ _ wgiﬁp S ‘

d. Allgmen should be briefed on evasion ‘and §hou1d carry maps
ver ’%route followed by aircrafte - (1lst Lt Charles: M, Faith. jumped from =
alrcraft 981" after left wing tank was burnlng and. plane out of control. He
feels he was able to’ evade the énemy dnd: escape “due to 1ntelllgence brlef,,g

o recelved from Group S~2 prlor to take-ofﬂ)
. :' L ) A . : \,.v

AT ey Men. should Jump only. such equlpment as is absolutely neces—’
sary for conbat. Extyg food and clothing, etc., can always.be cbbained from
: ’th 1es of casualt” s during a parachute operatlon and excess welght and




';bulk.added to bhe equlpment each pathflnder must jump may so 1mpede the
'v;lnd1v1dual's progress as to cause. death due to el enemy actlon or fallure of
v,?mlsslon.,;j i .v S = :
A ‘*f; The Commandlng General, lOlst Alrborne DlV;Slon stated that
the pathflnders dldfa 'beaut1ful Job' of brlaglng the, maln serlals into the
DZ'"' C S ) ) el :

. 3. Captaln Brown feels that the "uccess of ‘the alrborne pathflnders
L was, due entirely to the manner in whch the air corps pllots and nav1gators
:pln—pOlnted eaeh. team. from ‘aircraft i excellent Jjump altitude ab speeds of
eighty-five (85) to ninety (90) MPH. & further example of the manner in
_ which the air corps aided the: airborne »was_ev1denced on DZ "B" when Lt ' |
. Gaudio, pllot of aircraft. 096 returne_-totthe DZ after dropping, hlS ‘team of
- pathfinders an ’buzzed' the farm houses on the: center of the DZ in order to

'”draw flre away from the men 1nstalllng pathflnder alds on the ground.»

- N

: e LD T e T ,'HARVEY J. JABLONSKX,
LOE L e e R ST O AT Colonel, Infantry,v
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DAY MARKING FOR DZ
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