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HEADQUARTLRS
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATTIONS

I | . UNITED STATES ARMY @%&A%SEFMB

WAR DEPARTMENT OBSERVERS BOARD |
- - APG 887
- 25 November 19LlL

SUBJECT: Army Ground Forces Report number L16 - Air Support.

SUBMITTED BY: Colonel Albert G.'Wlng, Infantry Observer.
e 1, Forwarded herewith, copy of a report on Air Support in operatlons
against BREST, by the 24 Infantry Divisione: o

2. A1l commanders interviewed on thlo subject were favorably impressed

with the value of air support and expressed confidence in the ability and
w1¢11ngneas ‘of the air arm to give them all possible support. Instances of
bombing and strafing of friendly troops were reported, but in all cases

~ this was: W1111ng1y accepted in view of the excellent support afforded.

"3. Major General. Troy H. Middleton, Commandlng VITI Corps, expressed
Ehthese conclusions in a report to the Commanding General, Ninth Army, based

‘Qbon experlenccs gained at BREST, Franoe.

, a. "Fighter bombers are more effective than medium or heavy
bombers as an aid to ground troops in this type of operation. '

\“,

@ © bae "Fighter bombers on air alert are more effective in the support
of ground troopo than fighter bombers used ox pre—planned m1881ono.

c. "Fighter bombers on air alert ald in the advance of a lelSlon

' or its elements as follows:
(1)v There is a noticeable,decrease'in enemy artillery fire.
while fighter bombers are in the aire.

(2) The enemy is pinned down and unable to move reserves
. or maneuver’while our aircraft are overhead.

\

§(§§' (3) Enemy strong p01nts and personnel in front of the ground
AR g ©, .units are degtroyed by bombing and strafings. -

IR -
%* © "~ (L}). Continued activity of our aircraft has a destructive
o E? effect on enemy morale and a correspondlng increase in
g .the morale of our troops."

o O . !

P! (2 jor Daniel VWebster, G.5.C., G-3 3981Stant for air, 2d Infantry
2 g‘ Division, ¢. VITH, 8 Noveumber 19Uk, reports: "We had considerable air

at 5, support a% FREST. Had 705 aircraft. FleW'97 separate-m1531ons. Dropped
© & 360 tons e¥ bombs, Strafed on 9l of the 97 missions. PR
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; '”We'ﬁééaﬁﬂﬁé“éiffalerfgplan with most success, .The fightér bombers -
were the P-L7 except 12 p-38, ‘In addition to the above support, there were
considerable heavy and medjum bombers from our air force and the RAF.

~wprisoners' reports indicate that they feared strafing much more
than bombing, This view of bombing no doubt was caused by excelleat shelbers

- available to the enemy in BREST.

I "Panel marking with flourescent cerise panels'has‘not been satisfactory
in all cases to mark the front lines, for these reasons: ";
. a. ‘Armored forces use them on most of their carse ‘ :

be. Infantry foremost elements cannot use them due to close contact
with enemy. e - L L

¢, The German army Knows their use and used them on occasion,"

‘Major Je P._Dﬁnne; A TaAoCes ASP officer with the 24 Infantry

Division: Tomoke is the best method we have of marking the targets. “When
planes are on air alert or similar mission and report in by VHF radio, I can
give them the smoke signal (color) with a description of the target,  If the

enemy tries to use the same smoke, I can instantly change the color, and

when the artillery gives me the ('on the way' signal, I relay it to .the

pilot. : We experience no trouble 'talking the pilot! on to the target, By

a1l means, use air alert on close support. Tt is flexible and control is
absolutely assured". S e - : '

Major F. C. landers, A/C 29 TAC, Bth Infantry Division (Has been.
ASP Officer Since division landed in France): ~"We had close support by air.
from our landing and through the BREST campaign. Air alert is best for us.

if we have sufficient targets to warrant it. Planned missions were not so
satisfactoryibeCause,of;constant'changeé in the situation. Briefing cannot
be as accurate as localncontrol.' The situation changess, the mdst;profitable~
targets cannot always be predetermined. Mission does hot;always,arvive
exactly on time and the rate of advance of infantry units varies. We are
urable to communicate with the planes and make changes to fit the latest '

. situation. Targets cannot be identified as exactly from a map_opvphoto as |

they can be by control from the ground,
\ . ) .

- "Whéther air alert or a Similar sysﬁeﬁ is used,_dontrql offers no
problem if the planes check in with thetairksupport officers.

" sét,ﬁp'my VHF radio awéy’frdm the division 5P,'if possible on

_“high‘grOHnd where T can see the target, I have a line to the artillery and

a line to the CP, When the planes check in and they are over the area, I

' describe the target, give them the position of our troops, and, if smoke 1s

to be used +to.mark the target, give them the color of the smoke to be -used

~and call oﬁ-thefartillery for smoke« . The cub observers get the smoke on the

 target or give the location of the smoke to the target, I relay this to the

planes, I use red, green, purple or white smoke as the situation indicates.
Rarely use white and prefer red,. If the enemy tries to throw smoke to confuse
us, changing smoke is simple and-takes only a few minutes. . I also get the:

- results, if possible, through cub or other channels and give this to the
,gganes before they leave, They are.abéut as keenly interested in the results

W
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e’ like the bombing and strafing to be parallel to our lines or

froﬁfthe rear of our lines forward, if the sun and weather permit. We ask
the pilots to take initial evasive action over the enemy lines to avoid
accidental bombing by a thung' bomb."

Major General Donald A. Stfoh, Commanding 8th Division: ‘"The_c1ose

support given This division Dy air has been most satisfactory. Partibularly

was ‘this true on the CROZON peninsula.

The same squadron and group supported

us in. this campaign. We got to know some of the pilots personally and they
to know us. They appeéared to take the same interest in our advances as we
did, We have had the same ASP officer since landing and this has helped.
‘He knows our‘needs’and understands us, Our men like to see the air support
‘come in and follow it.closely. iThe tair alert' method was the best. It
was flexible. We could use it where and when we wanted it" i '

1 Incl:

As indicated

. above

P

/s/ Albert G. Wingy .
ALEERT G. WING,
_Colonel, Infantry,
WD Observers Bd,

N
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HEADQUARTERS' 2D INFANTRY DIVISION
APO #2, UsSe Army, 18 Scptember 19L);

i

SUBJECT:~1Air Supportiih-Operations against BREST. .-

TO : Commanding Géhéral, VIII Corps;'APO,#BOB,‘ﬁ;fS. Army o
. 1, .In compliancé with Memorandum, Headquarﬁérs VIII Corps, 11 September
194k, regarding-air support in the BREST operations, the following report is
submitted: . - : SR FELE :

- . /

S A A e EERICN SR W S

a. (1) Normally air support did not directly aid the advance of
small units in the sense that it was a close support '
weapon, such as artillery, mortar, or machinc guns. The
principal value of air support lay in destroying or

~ neutralizing strong points 1000 yards or more behind
the. enemy troops in the front line, This normally had
no immediate effect on enemy troops in the front lines

_ except to weaken morale. The value of air support was
felt by our small units only after they had progressed
‘to the target area and saw the extent to which enemy
supporting weapons and strong points had been reduced,
Close air support did aid materially the advance of small
units by: Restricting movement of the enemy, particularly
of reserves; by keeping enemy gun Crews under cover and
hence away from firing positions; and by limiting hostile
observation., ‘ :

(2) Two notable cxamples of very close-air support are cited,
although in both cases planes bombed and strafed consider-
.,ably‘CIOSQrfto friendly troops than had been rcequested,.

(a) On 27 August 194k, from 1L15B to 1505B, twelve (12):
thunderbolts (P-L7) bombed and strafed "Battery

! Domaine" located at coordinates (005047), Map,
“France ~ Guipavas, Sheet, 1/25,000,: This position
'corisisted of bunkers and gun emplacements of rein-
forced concrete, - The. bombing had a-marked effect in
the destruction of the,buhkers and 105mm gun emplace-
ments. Direct hits were observed on the positions

.. -« only 200 yards from battalion front lines.. Planes
- e .. were repeorted to have strafed two hedgerows away from

B " and parallel to-Company "L¥, 234 Infantry front lines.

(b) On 3 September 19hl, from 1730B to 1732B, eight (8)
thunderbolts (P=L7) bombed and strafed cnemy positions
150-200 yards in. front of Companies “K" & "E'", 23d
Infantry, at coordinates (001030), lap, France -

" Guipavas, Sheet, 1/25,000, ,

_ " Due to requirements of troop Safety; this type of air support is not
-recommendedy ' B ‘ :




a2

, b, Close air support missions have not been requested by frbnqiﬁ“’*
" line companies, due to limited facilities for observation and to the-fact . ¥
that air support may not normally ‘be used against close-in resistance nolding '
up a front line company. IR ST T IR 2,

, , D Cet Novair\miésiphs were.reduested.by'assaﬁlt §Ompanies. -Aﬁtotal" B
of ‘nincty-seven (97) missions (involving-705 aircraft) were flown in support

of the operations: of this’ division after 23 August 19LL, About sixty-five.
percent (65%) of these missions were the ‘results of requests of front line v

 battalions or were based on informatioh“sﬁbmitted,by infantry battalions or
- through artillery channels from artilleryiforward obsexvers or liaison
officers with infantry battalionss . - v L S
ds TFollowing comments by infént?y&cgmmandefsiindicaﬁé;thé general

attitude of.éombat'soldiers towardvcldse{§{r;éupport: REEURET T

(1)7,Regimenfal‘Commahdér, 9th Trfantry: @ "As long as_the‘planés
arc on the‘designated Target, the.fﬁpnt-line\soldiers«have
utmost confidencg,infphemﬁybut a stray bomb or two, and |

<  yild tracers behind front lires shakes the confidence and
affects morale. . IR » z S C

(Q)Z_Regimental'Comman‘er,'23& Infantry: Tt is believed that

_our recentgqperations{have developed in the combat soldier

an attitude .of confidence in close air support. A number
cases are on record where bombs were dropped in or behind.
our lincs, The introduction of & well—-defined system for:
marking front lines by the employment of cerise fluorscent
pancls, largely femedied;the»poééibility,fcr crror and

.

distruct thus deve;oped;injthe'mindS‘of the troops'.

(3) Battalion Commandef,”léﬁﬁBattalion, 23dﬂlﬁfantry;_ "The
Averaege soldier 1szEIly,aWare ST Ihe importance of air

support and is highly in favor of air support, - A small

i .pe.rcentag’e\ dO not, : favorclose—ln Support due to .the ine-
frequent miscalculationéjin,droppingqbombs and in -
stiaf ing (friendly troops)'s = = L

(L) Battalion Commander, 3d Battalion, 23d Infantrys "General:
- attitude of the combat soldier vovard air support: can be
~ summed up in a statement overheard .recently =—'307, I11l
. never bitch about the Air Corps againta" . -

(5) Regimental Commander,138£h Infantry: "Men in the line and .

» o Commanders of all grades ToTTccted an attitude of appreci-

T ,_ation'of ajir support and gencral acceptance of misplaced '
- or accidental bombing in our ovm arcass In onc .case, '

Company "B"»waS'strafgd}by our own plancs at the beginning
of a run‘thatrsuccecdédVin'reducing an cnemy emplacement

that wquld_havefbeen,a‘more serious danger than the small

. zone accidéntally;straﬁed.e The men remarked on taking thc

~ position that they were glad to have the closc support's °

N . . ) PR -
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eo Statements by reglmental commanders relative aid of supportlng
aircraft in capturlng key terrain features and strong p01nts

(l) mental Commander, 9th Infantry: "Thus far in the
EFE%T operation air support has not figured in the capture
of strong points or key terrain features by the 9th
Infantry".

(2) Reglmental Commander, 23d Infantry' "On 8 September 19LlL,
pinpointed targets on Hill 90 were pounded and strafed
almost constantly during the afternoon, Previous heavy

1 opposition from fortified installations had been holding .
;' ' up all efforts to take the hill. That night, patrols -
: - reported that the remnants. of. the enemy who had not ‘been
‘destroyed during the day had withdrawn. At 0630B the
following mornln<r we ocoupled the hill w1thout resistance",

(3) Regimental Commander,. 38th Infantry YHil1 100 which is
The dominating terrain feature av vhe eastern edge of ‘
BREST was completely neutralized by air missions. The .
enemy had excellent observation to the east and northeast
and with the large antiaircraft guns (with 360 degrees
traverse) were able to harass our troops and retard our
: . advance.x With the large guns and operating installations
Y estroyed, the Hill 100 fell without excessive. loss to
' the 1nfantry" '

~

fo. A1r alert missions have the followlng advantages over planned
missions:
(l) Enable ground commander to concentrate air power on active
targets at closest pOSSlble dlstance, consistent w1th
troop safety, at the ‘time of aircraft over target

(2) Proclude the briefing of pllots at their base on targets
~ which are at a safe distdnce «from front line. troops at
‘time requests are submltted, generally from fifteen (15)
to twenty-four (2l) hours in advance of actual time of
© planes over target, but which are unsafe at time of Bir-
craft over target, due to our troops advancing in the
 interim. Numerous planned missions have had to be diverted
" or cancelled,
(3) Enable m1531ons to be chosen 1nte]llgentlv from latest
G-2 information and PW reports, thus permlttlng active
targets to be hit on short notlce. o

g; Methods and technlque employed to obtaln and- control close air’
support missions: | v v Cc

A 7’ “ (l) A llst of active or suspected targets is prepared; copies iai;
: furnlshed to air support officer and to d1v151on artillery.

e
-
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' (2) Ground observer of'infantfy and artillery report active
~L - targets, and aircraft are. directed to highest priority

., . target at time that planes are ovner tapget area.

~g

(3) “Airiéupﬁoft'bffi¢é§7briefs pilots,,giving,'in addition o™
a description of the target, such‘additional information,

- as may be of value to the pilot in‘pérforming'adcurately‘ o
‘ﬁiS’hission,‘as_location of nearest friendly elements,
‘preferred direction of attack, peculiar conditions existing
in the .target area, as smoke, burning buildings, prominent
landmarks. On completion of “the briefing, the target is '
marked withedlamd smoke and the pilot‘inforped.thatﬁsmdké
‘has beep laid on the target, ‘The flight.leader'réﬁdrts
4o the air support officer when he has definitely located:
his target and colored smok?féndﬁrepofts‘again*dn;completiqn"
", of mission, giving observecd or*estimated results. At the
same time, ground observers report the results and this’
information is given to the pilote s e
i - ha In this operation, following have been excellent sources of .
L information in selection of air targets: ' Tt S T

(1) Division artillery - including ground OP's, shelling
‘ reports, corps observation battalion. g '
() Infantry units - including,ihformation‘submitted oy front

‘1ine companies and infantry battalion observation postss.. -

Te

(3) Civilian evacuees.

(L) Prisoners of War,
R i, - Effectiveness of heavy and medi um bombardment is.difficult to '
_ .estimate accurately, but questioning Pi's has brought out the following
.. “points: R ’ ' _ n » ' S
Do (1) Civilians from BREST state that very few casualties to.
personnel have occurred there since 2ir raid shelters are o
sufficiently strong to protect personnele Practically all
. buildings. have been destroyed, many of them hit long
before the invasion when American bombers, tried to hit”
‘German warships in the harbore = = - S
(2) - Almost all Pi's state they nave had casualties within their.
© families in Germany from Allied strategic bombing. ) .

(3) Ground observers are unablefﬁo‘givc;dbtaile@finfOfmétiQn":"
on heavy or medium bombardment. missions. e
- ‘ - B . Gl S {,‘J ST
(L) P7 information indicates the German soldier.fears strafing
‘considerably more than bombing;“though:bombing causes far -
"~ greater damage to, guns, vehiélés and other material.

,.:$;£$_g@5‘; jo Fighter bombers have been much more effective than heavy and
- % imedium bombers in assisting this division in the BREST operation, for the
followjng reasons: - o

4 "Ib : O . , C -
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.on enemy personnel than do medium and high altitude bombing.

General Comments: -

) . ‘I’ | ;wwn‘.. D '
! ‘ ' ‘ ‘
S L , -

Fighter bombers aré~emﬁloyed on targets which directly-affect
the tactical operations . : - -

" A degree of control may be exercised over fighter bombers

in order to mass air power on critical targets at critical
times, This is not possible with heavy and medium aircrafis

Dive~bombing and éﬁréfﬁxﬂ;-have'a more terrifying éffect

)

(2).

- (3)

W

In a static situatiqﬁ,kpanels displayed on Vehiclés in rear
of front lines tend to confuse pilots as to actual location
of forward elements, - : :

Small units are unanimous in the reecémmendation that air-
craft make bombing’or/Strafing runs parallel to friendly
front lines or perpen&icular‘to and away from friendly front
lines. to prevent overs, hung bombs or wild Cal. .50 machine

gun bullets from landing within friendly lines. Also,

initial evasiVeféctionvshould.be over.enemy positions, as
a number of hung bombs shake loose during such action.

used in support of future operations. ‘

Recommend that air-alert, rather than planned, missions be

Recommend that available chamnels on VFH radio of air

‘support officer be divided equally between air support

parties working in givén area to minimize congestion of

.radio traffic, S

'For'théfcdmmand Géneral:_.-’

: .. [s/ John Hs Stokes Jrs,
A S o JOHN H. STOKES JRs,
oL : ' T - . Colonel, G. S, C.y
- Chief of Staff,

i




