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| . HEADQUARTERS
‘ | | EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS
o ' B UNITED STATES ARMY

WD OBSERVERS ~BOARD

N 15 July 19kL.

A

SUBJECT: Operations of the 101lst Airborne Division in the Invasion of France,
Army Ground Forces Report No. 116.

 Submitted by: Colonel CHARLES H, COATES, Infantrye

. 1. Forwarded herewith as Exhibit A is detailed summary of operations
of the 101st Airborne Division in the Normandy peninsula from D=1 to D#2L
inclusive. Annexes showing actual drop points are not available but it.is
interesting to note the wide dispersion that can normally be expected even
in an airborne operation as well executed.as this one wase It is also ine

_teresting to note that this division fought in the line as an infantry div-
ision for approximately 20 days., ' - '

2. The source of the above summary is . Colonel Ge Jo Higgins, C/S,
101st Airborne Division. o s ?

| , : /s/ Charles H, Coates,
! ,  CHARLES H. COATES,
: ’ Colonel, Infantry,
. o WD Observers Board.
1 Incl: - :
Exhibit "A", ”
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-, . HEADQUARTERS 101ST ATRBORNE DIVISION

Office of the Division Commander . .

OPERATIONS OF THE 101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION IN -
f ' THE INVASION OF FRANCE L

June 5, 19hh. (D~~ 1)

At 0600 orders were recelved from 21 Army Group, and 1ater conflrmed by
First U, S. Army, that "D¥ - day would be June 6, 1SLkLe All units were notified,
and the day was spent 1n last minute checks of personnel and equlpment. »

By 2130, all parachutlsts were assembled at thelr respectlve parked planes,
Final instructions were issued, and the first serials began loading at 2230.
General Eisenhower and party v151ted the various departure airdromes beglnnlng
at 1930 and contlnulng untll the last plane departed.

All serials were airborne by 2330 and marshalllng of the alr fleet began.

",

'June 6, l9hh ( D= Day)

In the d1v151on headquarters serial number (13) check p01nts were eas11y
identified and the timing remarkably accurate 1n1t1a11yc The coast of France
was passed over at 0109, and the formation 1mmed1ate1y ran into fairly thick
fogs Up until this time the air was entirely clear, with a full moon that,
vhile low on the horizon, provided good visibility. Upon -entering the fog, the
planes took additional intervals For the next few minutes the fog was spotty
and some flak was encountered. At about five minutes from the coast, the fog
cleared somewhat and some flak was encountered while over Et1ennev111e - Pont
L' Abbe!, Almost 1mmed1ately thereafter afiother bank of fog .or clouds was
encountered and caused further dispersion of the planes, It is believed that
“this oomblnatlon of flak and fog caused the w1de dispersion of planes.

OppOS1t10n upon hitting the ground varied with the locallty but in generalh
was not strong. The enemy made little or no effort to dispatch strong patrols
to destroy the parachutists but stayed in positions and fired 1ndlscr1m1nately. .
Both small arms and artillery fire was encountered but due to the general con-
fusion had little effect. Machine guns at important road intersections caused
‘some casualties but their local protectlon was poor and most were ellmlnated
in short order: . . _ , . -

, Due to the extremely wide dispersion, method1ca1 assembly by units was
"almost out of the question. Commanders gathered up all personnel in the vic-
inity, regardless of unit, and proceeded toward objectlves. At "H" hour the
strength of units on the various obJectlves was as follows:

Elements of d1v1s1on headquarters, headquarters company, mllltary pollce
platoon, d1v151on artlllery headquarters and headquarters battery, d1v151on
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signal company, and about forty officers.and men from the 3rd battalion, 501

. (a total of about eight—five)’proceeded’to*PouppeviIle at daylight and-efter

& sharp skirmish secured the town and Causeway number 1 leading from the beach,
Contact was made with eleménts_of'the‘hthﬁDivisionf(Company'G; 8th Infantry)
at 1215, The Lth -Division passed through and began the attack on St. Marie de’
Monte, ‘which still contained German troops. The division®headquarters echelon
then proceeded to Hiesville where the division C,P. had been established by’
other personnel‘ofathéfheadQuartersfgchelonqqi, L Tl ‘ ’

At 1800 no word had been received frqmﬂtﬁé_SOISi*Pafachute Infantry, nor

the 3rd battalion, 506th Parachute Infantry. = The 502 reported scattered elements -

in the Varreville area with an overall strength of about 500 men, The 506th
had gathered some 350 in the vicinity of Culoville, "The 377th Parachute Field -
Artillery Battalion had assembled less than a hundred, with one howitzer, in,
the vicinity of Foucarville. ' SR S =

| The initial glider landing took plage at 0500 with the following resultss

The division CP\beganito;fpnctibn>a9§éuch.ét;1800 Deday with initial comm-
unication limited to messenger and SCR 300 radio. One wire line had earlier
been laifl to the 506 Parachute Infantry but. due to enemy infiltration could
not be maintained. : B R R I ‘ L

 The second glider échelon arrived at 2100 with the following resultss .~
- " As of 2L00, D-day, the division CP was located.at Hiesville with epproxi-
hately 50% of the division headquarters airﬁpﬁneﬁcombat-echélon,accguntédffof;’
the 501, with the exception of about one hundred and twenty officers and men
from the 3rd battalion at the division CP unaccounted for and, insofar as could
 be determined with missions incomplete; the 502 still widely scatiered but hold-
ing strong-points génerally north of St. Germain de Varreville with .approxi-~ :

mately 500 men; the 506 at Culeville with some 350 men, Wwith no word.of the 3d -

‘battalionj the 377th Field Artillery Battalion with some eightysfivé men with
the 502; Battery A-8lst AT, with five 57mm guns at the division CP.and Battery
’BVwith-siX~guﬂs;atFCuloville;.remaining,gliderfelements;Sdattered‘in’and around
Hiesville, in;many‘casésﬁunablé,to move because of scattered enemy resistancé
" an no waterborne elements of the division present in or enroute to the assembly
" areas, The following command and staff personnel of the division were present

~at the division CP: General Taylor, CG; General MCAuliffeg,ASS#]QG;'ColonéI
Higgins, C/S3 Colonel Sherburne, Div Arty Comdr; Lt. Col., Pappas,,Div Engr;
‘and Major Griswold (injured) Asst G-L, General Pratt had been killed in the
 first glidér landing; Lt, Col., Millener (G-3) Capt. Schweiter (G=2), Major
Danahy (G=3) were missing; Major Legere. (G-3) had been wournded and evacuated
_and waterborne’ personnel, due to arrive about 1LOO, were unreported. A skeleton
staff was formed and plans made to enable the units of the .division to assemble
and carry out the missions assigned. ' At 2000 the CO 506 was issued orders to
gather all available forces andiproceed‘tQ’the'southvat‘dawn\in,order to pro-
tect the south of the corps from enemy forces. advancing from Carentan. .

phmin

;Junél7;i1§hﬁ;-ﬂi}[ﬁj‘;;' '-t“;’zt' l'iyuf

At dawn the 506 with an estimated strength of 500 mén‘(graﬁps continued to - .

”arrivq{at_the regimental CP throughout the night) advanced to the south. At




Vierville determined gmy'reéistancé was encountered MW after sharp_fighting

- the town was won.and the enemy retreated on S: Come de Mont. Angoville au

Plain was captured about noon but the further advance was held up about a
thousand yards to. the southwest. '

- bﬁrihg the early'mofning hourswwdrd'was received that the lst Battalion,
,01st Glider Infantry, had reached its assembly area just southeast of. St.

Marie du Mont. Orders were issued to wipe out enemy resistance of unknown

strength in the vicinity of Le Groseillier. The battalion was engaged on this
mission when the 506th was held up at St, Come de Mont. About 1400 orders
were issued to disengage from the enemy at Le Groseillier and proceed on Vier-
ville to re-inforce the effort of the 506, The battalion could not be with-
drawn immediately and did not arrive in the battle area until about 1900. At

 that time it was decided to.Hold the attack on St. Come du Mont until'ﬁawn the

next day. -
" % In the meantime, the C.G« Lth Division was contacted and arrangements
made for the release of all elements of the 502nd Parachute Infantry and of
the 377th Parachute Field Artillery., Orders were issued to the 502 to proceed
on and bivouac in the vicinity of Haute Folie, The regiment (estimated stren-
gth about 700) arrived about 1500; at 1800 orders were issued to -establish a
road block in the vicinity of Ia Croix Pan to prevént any enemy movement from

. the south and attack at dawn the following morning with the mission of initially

preventing any movement of eneny in Houesville from re-inforcing the St. Come
de Mont garrison, then destroying the' enemy remaining in the Houesville - Les
Queenils - Liesville area. 'On moving out to establish the road block at 2200,
the enemy was found to be in some strength at the designated point. The road
block was then established about one thousand yards north of Ia Croix Pan.

During the day the' 3rd battalion, of the 501.continued to, gain strength
as dispersed units reported in, . At 1900 this battalion was ordered to proceed
to the vicinity of Vierville and attached to -the 506 for the assault on St.
Come du Mont in the morning; The strength of the battalion was about 280 men
at this time. L ’ . R o ’ I

. vThéflsﬁ'Battalidn of the ﬁbixaﬁdJtheyeiéhﬁléﬁéiiable tanks‘of-comgény D,
70th Light Tank Battalion, plus Battery 4, 8lst AT Battalion, were also attached
to the 506 for thé assault. e “~3_T"  S S o

At about 2100 the waterborne elements for the division staff arrived at
the division CP. B : - : -

No word of the 50lst Parachute Infantry (less the 3d battalion) or the 3d
battalion 506th Parachute Infantry. SRR e o P

Additional elements of fhevdiﬁision‘%ighal'cbmpany arrived, and communi-
cations were fairly well established by 2200. [ERRTER O ‘ :

Severai compahies‘of<the.327th Glider.Infahtry~affived,in the assemﬁly‘

- area southeast of St. Marie de Mont and it was estimated that the regiment

would be completely ashore by 0600 the following morning, .

The 65th Field Artillery was attached to the division early this morning,

and rendered excellent support throughout the day. . = . -
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" Ofie platoon of five tanks was dispatched to the 506 from the Lth Division,”
and participated in the attack on Vierville, L B ST

June 8, 19k, @£ 2)

, The attack on St. Come du Mont wasilaunched‘at;dawnfand very severe hedge -
and street. fighting took place throughout the day. The town was finally taken
and all resistance eliminated by'ZOOOgimThe”506vwas ordered to bivouac in the .~
vicinity of St. Come du Mont with strong protecting forces as far south as the
" main ‘bridge oyer,theiDoﬁve‘River.'”This bridge had been blown by a detachment
of retreating: Germans during the course of the day. S :

_ 'Tﬁev502‘like%ise‘ran ihtp étiff reé&stanéé at ﬁéﬁeSVille;andﬂit~was nét::
" until late in the afternoon that the enemy was eliminated: in this sectors- This:

‘regiment was ordered to bivbuacfinlthe;vicinityfof.HoueSViile with strong forces
to protectTthe,westgand;northﬂflank of”the divisipnﬂsectorgl B

) At about 1000 the first contact was established with the 50lst Parachute
“Infantiy and elements of the 3d battalion, 506, 'These units had been holding
out in the flooded areas just north of the Douve River, east of Carentan.,
 Colonel .Johnson and some 125 meén were relieved by elements of the 506 near La
Bdurqﬁetté;aotherpelements.werelrelieved by .the 327th late ‘the same afternoon,

C was Qisposed,occupying‘defensive’Sectdrsfas:follows:,.The 502 from' Chef du
Pont on the. north to just south of Leés -Quesnils§ the:506 from Les Quesnils .
along ‘the Douve River to La Béurquette, inclusive  irthe 327th from La Bour-

_quette to the mouth of the Douve, The 501 was 2 ‘'2d in division reserve

" in the vicinity of Vierville, . ST R <

:tBy ZQOO?the‘diﬁisiOn,ﬁad”acéoﬁplishéd;éllfas ighed“initia1-miséioﬁs and

June 9, 19Wh. (D43) _A
3 »Defensivéjpositions.WGreVcOnsoiidéted éhd‘ofderéfﬁerelissued:farathe”327thl
to effect a river crossing at 0100 the following morning to reach the high . o
ground around Brevands. Corps engineers brought up assault boats by concealed

_ routes during the day and all plans were completed by 1800+ . Lo

'In the meantime, ‘éngineer reconnaissance indicated that an advance on '
Carentan from the north along the main highway might be.possibles - A temporary
footbridge was constructed diring the day and the 3d battalion, 502 was ordered .
to move down and attempt a crossing by infiltrations The 3d battalion moved
" out under .cover of darkness and was prepdred to effect a crossing at 0300. the .

next morning, .The approach- was discovered by the enemy prior to midnight and
- ' considerable artillery, mortar and machine gun fire wasencountered,in moving.
“into'position. Dué to the heavy fire the crossing was cancelled-at 0200... -

'iﬁuﬁe'io;-léyh.:(ﬁ_¥;ﬁ)}' ;'i - ‘ 1 o '_"*‘fffl :

R

' 77 The 327th began the river crossing as of 0145, the actual crossing being
- preceeded by a heavy artillery and mortar barrage, including nine L2 chemical
mortars, = This barrage proved extremely effective and permitted all three .
_battalions to complete the crossing by 0600. At about 0300 the division comm-
;pderiaskedfthe.corijenginee% to begin the construction of a floating bridge.

CoTRm T e o A ¥"v:’f; N
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Casualties were very light. Units of the first battaliornproceeded east

through Brevands and at 13L5 made contact with the reconnaissance troop.of the
2nd Armored Division and Company "K", 175th Infantry (29 Division) just west

of the Vire Rivers With this meeting contact was establishec between the V ¥
Corps and the VII Corps and the allied beachhead now extended along the coast-

. line from Rivabella on: the east to Ozeville, on the wests.

“ordered to assembly positions just south of St. Come du Mont, prepared to

VJunevll,’l9§hQ;(D ¥-5)

* 'The 327th less the first battalion proceeded south and west on Carentan
and after brushing aside slight enemy resistance was held up, at 1800, by strong
enemy resigtance.500 yards east of the bridge crossing the canal on the east-
ern edge of Carentan, The two bridges at this point had been destroyed by the
Germans. Colonel Harper assumed command vice Colonel Wear relievgd;- s

AtgthO the 3d battalion of the 502 resumed the attack on Carentan from
the north by. infiltrating across the four bridges just north of the town. ,
Although under heavy rifle, machine’ gun, mortar and artillery fire ‘the batta-,
lion crossed one entire company by darkness. The remainder of the 502 was '

AY

renew the crossing at daylight.

Thé 50lst ‘Parachute Infantry was ordered: to take over thehdefensive sec~
tor previously assigned the 502, . el : S . :
- No éhéhées~ﬁere.mad@ in the dispositioné'of‘the.§06“andrthis‘regimentv '
remained in place after being passed through by the 502, .

finued to infiltrate person; '

At daylight the 5SO2resumed the attack#és i

~nel across the bridges. By 0730 all the 3d ‘Ba&tpelion was over and elements of

_to the south.

the 1st battalion began to crosse By 1030 this battalion was completely across
and the 2d battalion began their forward movement, Many casualties.were ..
suffered at this time due to well-placed enemy fire firom hidden pill-boxes,’

‘cellars, bunkers and other defensive works that were so placed as to bring -
‘effective fire on. the one route of approach ahd yet 'so well concealed tﬁé% it

was ‘almost impossible to 10cate,gn§ms IR . IR

At 0600 the 1st battaliongfh01;53f055éd\the canal east of the city in
the vicinity of the lock north of St¢ Hilaire and was advancing slowly on the
city along the:Bassin a Flot. e T -

>

- A$-lliS-ii’was,decidédvto;éend'tWO'Germah prisoners into. the city;.uﬁdef

‘a flag of trucé, to demand the surrénder-ofi'the city:by the commanding officers

All firing was® Suspended from 1115 to 1215, At that:time the two prisoners .

- returned with r‘i‘;;,lge'inforrriation that thé" commanding officer would not surrender.. .
‘Firing was re¢sumed immediately but progress by the 502 was very slow due to

the heavy fire it was receiving from the south and weste -

The 1st battalion of the LOL was held up by strong enemy resistance at

" a point about 100 yards from the southern edge of the Bassin a Flot, The 2d

battalid@@g#éﬁﬁé‘327th was still in position some 500 yards east of the canal
along the main road leading'intc the city and the 1lst battalion was protecting-

; :,;U“:5 ~ ,: ; "‘7'13 .; o v*!!!!llkf



At about 1500 it was.decided to move the 501 across the engineer bridge
now completed near Brevands to a,poSition{on'thé left flank of the 327, cross
the canal under cover of darkness, attack due west and isolate the town on the
south. Arraﬁgéments‘were;made to secure rubbef.bdatsvand other necessary equip-
ment and the 501 was moved to assembly positions just south of the 327the
General VcAuliffe was placed in command of the task force attacking Carentan
from the east. At about 2000 a message was received from the 502 that the
enemy appeared to be withdrawing. The 506 was immediately ordered to pass
through the 502 and advance to the south in order to sieze Hill 30 west- of
the city. The'mOvemént'Wés-éuccessfully,carriéd out and by 2300 the 506" was -
in control of Hill 30, Orders were issued to remain in place until dawn, then
advance on the city from the west.,'TheiEOZ vas then withdrawn to division res= .
erve in the vicinity of St. Come du Mont. . . = R -

 June 12, 19lL. (D £6) R ) -
At OO30h£he 501 began the crossihg of the canal east of the city. The
crossing was completely. successful and at O7LO contact was made with the 506 .
. south and west of the city. This completed the encirclemente . ’

At dawn thé_bOl;reSUmedﬁthevattagklfrom_the”Bassin a Flot and by 0730
was well within the citye. Mopping up continued until 1000 at which time the
~ ¢ity was under control and with the exception of a few snipers all enemy had
been eliminated. ' ‘ BT ' o . P

, ‘Immediately following contact at. O7LO the: 501 and 506 were ordered to
proceed to the west and southwest in order: to:establishdefensive positions to
hold the towns, The 327th was ordered to proceed to the south and take up a
defensive position protecting the left of the division sector, east -of Carentans,
The 501 and 506 reorganized and prdceeded”td the southwest and west along
the main roads in their respective assigned sectors. Very stiff resistance
~was encountered and severe fighting ensued throughout the daye Losses in the
2d battalion 506 on the extreme right or north flank were :highe A counter-
attack by the Germans about 1800 forced them to withdraw some distance, The
attack was stopped only when the final reserve element of ‘the regiment was
placed in the lines ' -
The 501 also met stiff resistance and was held up after advancing some
1,000 yards from Hill 30. Company upt,. 70th Light Tank Battalion was attached
t6 the 501 and some further progress was made. )» -
. By dark both regiments were heavily engaged with the enemy and dug in for
the nighte ST \ : T .
The forward echelon of the division CP was established in the vicinity .
of the Bassin a Flot as of 2100. ' S A o

The 3d‘Battalion‘of the-SOé; which had.beén’heldvnorth of the Douve in
~ division reserve was,released to the 506 as of 2200 and joined its parent unit
immediately, e S T

. \.‘
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o Preparatjons were made to motorlze the second battalion of the 502 in the
di-V1c1n1ty of St. Comé du Mont and the battallon was alerted to move out on an

: hour s notlce. :
The situatlon at 2200 ‘was crﬂtlcal W1th enemy pressure on the gouth, .south-
" west. -and west. contlnulnc untll well after dark, - - .

. June 13, l9hho (£/7)

~ Early in ‘the: mornlng the attack was resumed by botn ‘the SOlst and the 506
© committing thelr reserve battalions, The 501 was irmediately pinned down by
heavy small -drms fire ‘but managed to hold its position. The 506 was again struc
by a heavy enemy counter-attaok and forced back to W1th1n SOO yards of tne west
‘edge of the c1ty. '

. The 2nd battallon 902 was ordered forward and west 1nto posrtlon on the N
right flank of the 506, This halted the counter—attack and enabled the 506
© to- regain some of its lost ground. :

. " The enemy counter~attack on the nortn flank was characterlzed by strong

" mortar and artillery support and tremendous automatic weapon fires . (It was
fterwards Jlearned .that a. hlgh percentage of the attack1nv force carrled llght

- machine guns and machine’ plstols) : : ‘ o

At 1030. elements of Combat Command A . 2nd Arnored DlVlSlon, under.. command
of General Rose were reported to be in the 327th Infantry sector. An urgent
request to CoTps,. relayed to army,. resulted in this combat command belng att—
ached to thc lelSlOn. ‘ : : i : -

- Reconnalssance was Jmmedlately begun and an attack in the 506 sector set
for lhOO. ‘This attack Jumped off on t1me and by 1715 the obgectjve of" the
506 ‘was reachcd. : v

~ The 502, less the 3d hattallon, left o guard the northern part of the
division sector in.the vieinity of St. Come du‘Nont ‘but’ with the lst battalion
L0l attached passed through the 506 followed the- ‘tanks and. after bitter fight~
ing attained the- objective 1n1t1a11J asslgned the - §06. The reglment bogan
defen51ve preparatlons 1mmed1ately and by 2200 wnr “@11 dug 1n. ~

; " The 501 w1th the assmstancc o_ :hc tanks launched an atteck in ltu sector
at 1815, ‘Its initially 3581oned ‘objective was “taken at 2100 ‘and this regiment
llkGWlS° establlshed - defens1vc pOS1t10n and dug 1n. ' CoL )

.':-»The 506 was w1thdraWn to lelSlon reserve: in the v1c1n3ty of Bass1n a Flot |
‘&t32300.3 ,v:¢ - Lo o T ! . o N

‘ The 327th malntalned tts defcn51ve pcsmtlon along the ra:lroad east of
'Carentan.'- ' S , : : :

| jJune 1u, i9uu. o8

P T

. Mopplng up of scattered cnemy re51stance began at’ dayllght and contlnued
throughout the day., By darkness iny a few snlpers remalned in thO\sector. :

Y ; v ':, S ’.' Lo «‘; . . . { o N : ’ . : . B E.
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Defensive preparations went forward rapidly and strong points were wired in as
quickly as materials could be provided. - An anti-tank mine belt was established
along all likely tank approaches and every effort ‘made to provide a strong
defense.. - S v ST po

! 4 : . ) .

At 1600 contact was established with the 508th Parachute Infantry of the
£ond Airborné Division at Baupte. The 508 had crossed the Douve early in the
morning: and now held a defensive ‘1ine ‘through Beuzeville la Bastille = Crette-
ville - Coigny - Baupte. This relieved 'a possible threat to the westernfflank
in the northern sector of the division and accordingly. the 3rd battalion of the
502 was moved down to join its regiment.

._;The_327thﬂmaintaincd its'defensiyé secﬁbr?élong the railway from Cgféﬁtan
on the right to the crossing of the Vire River on the léft where it had estab-
lished contact with elements of the 29th Division.s The 1st battalion of the

01 was withdrawn from attachment to.the 502 when its 3rd battalion joined and,
with the exception of Qne,company:dispatChedftQ the division service areas in
the vicinity of Hiesville, wentjinthdiyi$;onfréserve'noﬁtheast of“Carentan.

. The 506th Eafaéhute.Infantfy;wésfqréer _to.prepare a strong reserve defen-
sive position just west ‘and: southwest of "Carentan and spent the day organizing.

“No;énemy action other than patrolling took}plaCe duriné"the day‘orAearly'
‘evening. ‘ : T I o :

June 15, 19U (D #9)

“At daylight the 120th Infantry Regiment of the Bch‘Division,(XIX Corps)
began to ‘pass through the 327th Infantry. By 2200 relief of the regiment had
been, completed and the 327th was ordered to assemble 'in a bivouac area north-
east of St. Hilaire. The XIX Corps assumed responsibility for protection of

the beachhead to the corps boundary just east of Carentani ‘

- As of 1200 this date the 101st Airborne Division was relieved from assign-
ment to the VII Corps and assigned to the VIIT Corps. S -

~Ali‘uni€s‘continued to improve defensive positions"and plans Wefe'made to
strengthen the defenses to the southwest by placing the 327th'in the line as
soon as it could bhe assembled and reorganized after relief by the 120th Infantrys.

Combat Command "A" was assigned the mission of reconnoitering to the south
and southwest, ‘Reconnaissance elements pushed forward at 1100 and after pro=
ceeding some 1500 to 2000 yards were hHeld up by artillery and AT guns, While
maneuvering in the area strong enemy. infanbry units infiltrated to their rear
and a company of medium tanks, supported by one company of infantry, was dis=-
patched to permit their withdrawal. Relief was accomplished by 1600 with few
losses of personnel or materiels A ‘ o R

At 1700 air reconnaissance reported a strong armored force_approaéhingr
Carentan from Periers. Plans were made to meet this expected attack by pushing
" the armored elements well forward and by putting two battalions of the 506 in
‘theiy>prepared defensive positions just west and southwest of Carentan. The
S . , o . ,

/
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.expected attack dld not materlallze and other than pat!lllng no further‘ enemy
‘ 7“action tooV place. S L L

"v_‘LJune 16 '19uu. (D £ 10)

o The 327th was ordered to take over a - defen31ve sector between the 502

“and the 501 thus reducing the front to be held by each units ‘The 1lst battallon

© +LO1 was released to the 327th and by 2100 the 327th was establlshed in the
'pfront ]1ne. . ‘ : , Co _

N Defen51ve work contlnued and’ by 1500 a contlnuous antl—tank mlne belt wasT
. in place along: the entlre d1V131on sector. : , S '

'.':.»June 17, 1,uu.. (D a 11)

S At 0800 plans Tere made to oush the outpost llne ‘some. dlstance forward on ..
“‘the left in order to improve observatlon to the south and southwest. ‘Limited
" objective attacks were planned bv the 501 and 327. . The attacks jumped off at..
- "1825 and very little oppesition was encountered. By 2200 the obgeotlves had
- been attalned and the new outpost 11ne establlshed.v,‘;u

. At 0830 orders wexe reConved rellev1ns 211 but one battalion of Combat
-};Command "A" from attachment to the d1v3s1on.

R Also on thls date the follow1ng unlts were roleased from aotachment'
;];Company "D“ 70th Light Tank Battalionj Troop MC",: ~Lith Cavalrys lst Platoon,
o Company npn, 899th Tank Destroyer Eattallon, the 238th Englneer Battallon.

June 18 191;1:. (D ,( 12)

No actlon other than patrolllng took place on thls date.

;f;June 19, l9hh. X(D f 13)

P Mo change., Intermnttcnt mortar and artlllery flre was reoelved, several
r&‘casualtles resulted..l R
v o

Jime'.'z_o,_ 1.9_qu,1; ‘(g yizlh) ;

B '1N0<Change.‘ :
t'_},:'June 21 191;11.; @ ,l 15)

T \ i i - N P
SR The 506 relleved tne 501 in the front llncs and the 501 went 1nto reserve -
ijrln the Vlclnlty of Ba851n a—Flot. B . R

| June 22, 19uh. (@ 7‘ 16)

No change.

k ;June 23, l9hh. (D f 17)

No change. 'f~
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_— o -0

-~ gune 2k, 19Mk. (D £ 18)

~ No chahge.." - ’ '

June_25;119hhif_(D'f 19)

No bhangé¢-v

/

Jun§.26,«19hh- (D ¥.26) ‘

Orders were received from the Commanding General, VIII Corps, at 1330 that
one combat team of the division would move to vicinity of Ste Sauveur Le
Vicomte and take up a defensive position astride the main road leading south
of St. Sauveur Le Vicomte through Prairie Marecageusess : The remainder of the
division would -follow the next day and the entire division would take up a

tactical bivouac position»generally‘west_of St. Sauveur Le Vicombtes

 Accordingly, the 501st Paréchute Infantry with the 907th Glider Field
Artillery and Battery C, 8lst AA Battalion attached, moved out by truck at
1800 and by dark had taken up the assigned: defensive positions Orders were
issued to move the remainder'of the division as soon as released by the 83rd
Infantry Division, Command and staff personnel ‘of the 83d reported in at th
division CP at about 1900 and plans were made for the reliefs - ° .

June 27, ‘19L_LLL. (D 7‘\‘21')

: During darkness and early morning, L infantry battalions and two’fieid
artillery battalions of the 83d Infantry Division moved in to the rear of the
division defensive areas During the day relief was effected by exchange of .
both divisions, Movement was made by motor in the vicinity of Carentan to'the
“vicinity of St. Sauveur Le Vicomtes The 2d Battalion of the 502d Parachute '
Infantry remained in position as a mobile reserve with the 1lst Battalion, 66th.
Armored Infantry. All other units of the division cleared the Carentan area
by 2330. Division CP closed at Carentan at 2100 and opened at Ste Sauveur Le
Vicombe at the samec hours g : _ o

June 28, 19LL. (D £ 22) | SRR T
. ‘ o v, :

The 24 Battalion, 502d Parachute Infantry joined the division as of 0930

and except for the rear echelon which remained at Heisville all elements of
the division weré¢ closed in the St. Sauveur Le Vicomte area at that time.

At about 1200 orders were received from army that the 10lst Airborne Dive
ision would move to bivouac area about 5 (five) miles south of Cherbourg and
would be responsible for the defense of the Cherbourg Penirsula north of an
east-westsling§$hnough:Mountebourg.r.Reconnaiséance»elements were dispatched
to the Cherbourg area and reconnaissance coriducted’ during the -day, Orders were
issued at 2100 for the movement by motor of all elements of ‘the division.:

June 29, 19hke (D # 23)

'E}eménts of the division began the .movement to the Chefbourg bivouac area
. %P 08 . Successive elements moved . throughout the day and with the excéption

~
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4f the rear echelon all elements of the division closed in the Qnerbourg area
by 2100, ' : A .

Orders were 1ssued assigning sectors of responsibility to the various
unlts and some reconnalssance was carrled out, :
i

June 30, 19hh.' (D £ 2h)

Detalled reconnaissance by all unlts began at 0600 and contlnued through~
out the day. ‘Continuous patrolling was carried out in all areas, Beginning
at 1000 the rear echelon elements moved to the division bivouac area. By .
1800 on this date all elements of the division were assembTed, for the first
time since D—day, in the Cherbourg areas . : : _ ’
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