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THE CARTNTAN CAUSEWAY FIGHT

The attack of the 502ND PARACHUTE INFANTRY across the CARBNTAN
CAUSEWAY on 9, 10 and 11 June, 1944, broke the back of the Ger-—
man defense of that clity. fractidaily no records wére kept by
the Legiment or by elther of the two Battelions which engaged.
Had & reconstruction not been undertaken by means of the Group
Interview method, there would have been little of record to me-
morialize the event. The reconstruction was begun with COLONEL
COLE snd ell of his surviving officers and men present. It was
the first tims thaﬁ the attempt was made by Histdry Section to
interview an sntire Battalion at cne time. The rature of the
action mede this necessary. Such diffusion had occurred during
the attack that all of the companies were mixed and scarceiy one
squad was able to stay together. The interview was begun in a
NORMANDY apple orchard near CHERBOURG on 8 July, 1944. It was
the first group interview tc be held on French soil, TWhen rain
vroke up the assembly, +the Battalion marched one-half milé and
the interview wag then contimued in a horse barﬁ. That night,
after a march bivouac,.the worlk ﬁas resumed, and it was extended
into the next two days while the Battalion was still on merch
and after it had boarded an LST bound for England. There were
two Iore full Dattalion assemblies at CHILTON POLIAT, ENGLAND.
So thet in all, it was necessary Ho form the Battalion six times
to coﬁpleta its portion of the narrative. 'Tn the case of FIRST

BATPALION, 502ND INFANTEY, however. 1t was not necessary to hald




a Battalion formation. COLONEL CASSIDY'S men; coming forward
into the action some hours after COLONEL CCLE'S THIRD BATTALTON,
remained fairly well collectéd according to platoons and sguads,
The variocus groups kuew very little about the action of any
other group and each composed a separate story. They were there-
fore interviewed as groups and when the work was complete, it '
became possible to put together the many interlocking pleces in
this strenge story, Each group interview toock place with the
Battalion Commander and his Staff present. Throughout the peri-
od of these assemblies, it wes necessary to check Back to the
Division Commander and his Staff and the Regilmental Commander
and his Staff to confirm or correct all such stateménts of sit-
nation or decision as would be more accﬁrately known-at the
higher levels, It was also necessary to interview COLONEL SINK-
end his Staff of vhe 506TH REGIMENT as to the recounaissance
which preceded the advance of the 502ND REGIMENT. While still
in France, the Historical Officer went over the ground with
COLONEL COLE (Leter KIA in HOLLAND.) An additional reconnals-
sance of the CAUSEWAY and the farm house and flelds was made

some nonths later.

S.L.A, MARSHALL
Col, GSC




THE STTUATICN

By 2200 on 8 June, 1944, the 101ST ATKBORNE DIVISION had com-
pleted all of the missions initially assigned it in OPERATION
NEPTUNE end was holding a defensive position along the western
and southern limits of the area where it had engaged the enemy
during the first three days. The 50187 PARACHUTE REGIMENT wes
assembled in the vicinity of VIERVIILE es Division reserve, The
S06TH PARACHUTE REGIMENT held a line from LES QUESNILS elong the
DOUVE RIVER to LA BARQUETTE., The sector of the 502ND PARACHﬁTE
REGIMENT ran northward from 1ES QUESNILS and the sector of the
327TH GLIDER RECIMENT extended from LA BARQUEITE to the mouth of
the DCUVE. The defensive position had been consolidated and
orders had been lssued by the Division Gommander for the B27TH
REGIMENT 0 oross the DOUVE ab 0100 next morning end move to the
high ground around BREVANDS. Thé Gorps Engineers brought forward
assault beoats along concealed routes during the day. (These fachs

are Trom statements by GENERAL TAYLOR and his G3.)

This was the begiuning of the operaticn ageinst CARENTAN, On the . T

afterncon of 8 June, however, an. Engineer reconnaissance party
looked fhe ground over and‘raporﬁed‘to the Division Commander
that an advance from the north, along the main highway out of
ST COME DU MONT, might be possible: it was a first view which
gradually chemged the whole form of the operation, r {From GCL -
VTCHATLTS ., ) | |
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The_chief obstacle to attack in thet direction was that the high-
way crossed & wide stretch of marsh Jjust before entering CARENTAN.
For more than one-half mile the routse was a coverless deflle.
After pushing the enemy out of ST COME DU MONT, the 506TH REGI-
MENT had out-posted the esastern abuﬁment end the first two bridges
of this CAUSEWAY. Oun the afterncon of 9 June, COL ROBERT SINK,
the Hegimental Commander, went up to look things over and found
that the lieutenant in charge of the outpost had put his men in
the houses at PCNT DE DOUVE and left the bridges uﬁcovered. SINK
asked why and wes told: "The ocutfit whiech we relieved kept their
men hers, so L did the sams.”. SINK replied: YGod dsmn it! You
get your men up thers now." He then went ahead with his party —

? 9 men. At first they drew no fire, At the second bridge, which

3 had been demolished by the enemy, they found an old bateau a

short way up the stream, tock some two-by-fours for paddling and

4 rowed eeross the gtream. There was still no fire, ‘Just beyond

| the third bridge on the right side.of the road there is a 30~yard

stretoh which is pecullarly barren of trees or any follage. 48

they moved from the bridge into this clearing, they drew strong

machine gun fire from the swamp off to thelr right and from the - |
solid ground ahead. SINK "recognized it unmistekably” as the |
fire of American machine guns. Stlll doubtful whether the troops
were friendly, he put up orange snmoke. ?rbmptiy, he got orange
smoke back from the arsa ahead. - The fire quisted momentarily,
then blazed more strongly than ever. SINK then withdrew the

patrol, leaving two men on the far side of the ruined bridge.




The bullet fire was so heavy at the gap that half of the party
decided to swim for it., SINK and two others went in the bateau;
to get out of the rain of bullets from upstream and speed the
boat along, SIMK used his arms as paddles while the other men
plied their crude paddles. There was heavy fire as they ducked
across the first bridge.. At PONT DE DOUVE, SINK found his lieu-
tenant gone. The men said he had moved ocut to ask for artillefy
fire to counter the German machine guns. SINK called Division
and told them what had heppened. He said: “We pub up orange
smokse and they raised hell with us, IT théy'fe Americans, they
ought to be shot.” (SINK’S account of what happened to him.)
But &g this intelligence was relayed to S02ND REGTMENT, its
subgtance was that “SINK.put out orange smoke and was lightly
fired on. The town seems to be lightly held."” (From MIGHAELIS
and CAPT HENRY G. PLITT, his S53.) That same afternoon, LIEUT
RATPH B. GERHAUF, S2 of 502ND REGIMENT, THIRD BATTALION, made a
route reconnaissancs past CARENTAN in an L-4 plane, locking for
the best road to LA BILLONNERIE, which was to be the Battalion
objective. He obtained no positive information about enemy dis-
positlons arcund CARENTAN and there was thus nothing to offset
the G2 estimate that CARENTAN was held by less thaen one Battal-
ilon. (GEHAUF end DANAHY , G2.)

THE GROUND

-

The CP . of S02ND REGIMENT was near LA CROIX PANS, about 4% miles







P northeast of CARENTAN. At about 2100 on 9 June, Division order-
b ed Third Battalion to attack toward CARENTAN, moving on such a

schedule that it would reach Bridge Number 2—-—the ruined bridge

——at around 0300. The asphalt highway from Lia CROIX PANS to
CARINTAN is quite stralgnt about 40 feet wide and with & strong
dirt shoulder. It has the same solid character where 1t Dbecomes

g CHUSEWAY crossing the marshes at the confluence of the DOUVE':
and JOURDAN WIVERS. The road runs along.levelly for the entire
digtance with its crown about 6-to-9 feet above the surface of |
the water, depending on whether the salt marsh is fTull or dfain-
ing. The marsh extends both ways from the roed for more than
rifle shot distance. Reeds and marsh grasses cover the water surr
face but the growth 1s not thick enocugh to provide more thaﬁ;tﬁe o
scantiest screening cover for men moving along the CAUSEWAY em-
bankment. Out in the swamp to the westward, between the CAUSE-
‘o WAY and the railrosd, there are a few large haymocks of fairlj
solid ground which might eccommodate a machine gun or .a few rifle
men, who would have fair concealment., On this side, the CAUSE-
é WaAY embanlment falls away sharply to the edge of the water. A

‘ rifleman way walk along this banlk, perheps stumbllng and Sllp—i

ping into the water occasionally. But he may not do more- than

that. There is not enough dirt on the right embankment to per~.
mit troops to dig in. The embankment of the'left is wider and
does not fell away as stesply. A man may burrew in there with
a spade, or even cut a Lwo-man foxhole running back 1nto the'

bank. ZEven so, the foxholes would be‘open to flanking tire,
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There is no concesalment slong the road itself: it is'naked e

fire from any direction. The drainage ditches which run along

the embankment are only & few inches desp. - i

The four bridges along the CAUSEWAY are simple, single-span af-
fairs. The DOUVE, the JOURDAN and the canals all run with Pair
swiftness and are deep-to-drowning. But all are narrow stireams.
The Germans hed put up roadblocks at Bridges 2 and 4. (Testi-
mony of French witnesses at PONT DE DOUVE.) They were of heavy
concrete postg about 4 feet by 4 feet. Iron gates of heavy de-
sign and great welght had besen fixed to the posts with steel o
cables. The demolition of Bridge Number 2 had eliminsted one
of these blocks but on Bridge Nuwber 4, the barrier still block- -

ed the rightofway.

Whet most threatened the approach by our troops, however, was
the comnlete exposure of the CAUSEWAY., Running straight as a
die and standing boldly ébove the marsh, 1t was a high-perfedﬁ
target to the enemy from three directions. $nipers ﬁﬁght hidse
in the reeds on elther side. Artillery could put it under fire
for its entire length. From the solid ground beyond fhe marsheg;"
eutomatic guns could be disposed along the cregts and hedgerdws'
where they would be B0 feet above the level of the CAUSEWAY and
in line to rake either embankment, (Data Irom the reconnais-- :

sance.)

[

 Thege were the risks which had to be sccepted. The stunted
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poplars along the CAUSEWAY banks were hardly leafed at all and
were too thin to provide any cover. Bridge Number 2 was still
down, and before the infantry could move up, a way had to be
found to cross the water. Why the enemy had not destfoyed ell
bridges remesined a mystery to our commanders. [MTCHAELIS and

COLE. }

The mission of Third Battalion was to seize end cccupy HILL 30
near L4 BILLONNERIE and so cut off the snemy line of withdrawal
Trom dAHENT&N. Inroute to this objective, it wes to by-pass

THE OVER-ALL PLAM : the clbty. The over-all plan 8n-

visaged that CARENTAN would be
taken by 327TH GLIDER INFANTEY which had started crossing the |
mouth of the DOUVE at 0145 on © June and had teken heawy lbssas
from our own mortar fire. The crossing was completed by 0800
on 10 June. The 3287TH then went on to within 500 yards of
CARENTAN where it came under 86 nm fire, waa.cheoked-and got
no farther., (327TH Journal and interview with COL HARPER.)

Too, it was ax@ected that elements of £9TH DIVISICN, coming up ”.1

from the south, would be moving towerd Lé BILLONNIZKIE at about

the same time and that Third Battallon might meet them there,

Such were the prospects as 5025D REGIMENT moved toward its as- .

signment . : ‘ ;

About one-helf hour hefore dark on 9 June, CAPT IENRY G. PLITT,

the Regimental S3, was told that an alternmate route might be

required Tor the advance and that it would have to be specifi




by 0300, He took & Piper Cub from HOUESVILLE and scouted the
railway line south of the DOUVE. The hour was 2130 and there
wag just enough light left for his purpose. Flying at 1500
feet, he could sese the hridge over the JOURDAN-DOUVE confliu-
ence and he noted that the bridse looked pagsable for foot
troovs. However, upon cireling from southwest to sast and
coming baclk along the railway line, he saw that a 10-yard sec-
tion of the CAUSEMAY and track hed been blown out cleanly at
376~855. The plane flew hack and forth above CARENTAN for about
30 minutes, but received no firs. On returning to the Regiment,
PLITT reported thet: {1) The rallway line was not a feasible
route of advance, and (&) CARENTAN had been svacuatad. (From
PLITT,} In consequencs, it was declded that the whole Kegiment
would go forward, with the other two Battaliong followling the
Third. They duly reached the assembly area at ST COME DU MONT
at aboubt 0530 on 10 June. The Third Batbtalion was already go-
ing forward when PLITT got bpeck. It had no chence to lsarn

that he believed the enemy would not fight for CAHINTAN, {COLE)

Moreover, Third Bettalion quickly established that PLITT was
wrong about tihe Germen intentionsg., The infantry had been told
that the 326TH ENGINEER BATTALION would repair the la-foot gad

THE NTCHT PLAN FATLS in Bridge Number 2 et arcund mid-

night and the structure would be
solid when time came for the infantry to go forwerd. LIZUT COL
ROBERT G. COLE moved his men out abt 0145. COne and one-halfl




hours previous, LIEUT GEHAUF, having completed his airplane
reconnalssance, had taken off on a road reconnaissance. The
night was fair and & thin mist partly obscured the full moou.
[GEHLUT) With GBHEAUF were 10 men under SGT ROBERT F. G'REILLY
— gix from the Treguiar feconﬁaissaﬂce section and Tour others
from Headquarters Compally. They.were armed with pistols and

rifles.

The party reached the ruined bridge at 0130. There were no En-
gineers at work but there were bridge beams, ropes and other
materiel piled along the bank. Several Engineers were under

FIRST CONTAGT - . cover near the bridge. They told

GEHAUF?S-mén that an 88 mn gun had
found their range and compelled them to Quit'work. (GEEAUF and
his men.) The infantrymen saw no dead or wounded and heard no
fire. Finding a small boat along the embankment, they crossed
the stream, three men at a time. As they crossed the 88 oyened.
fire again and dropped & rounds in their vicinity. From the |
far bank, they procesded single file, five men on each side of
the road, past the third bridge and to Bridge Number 4 whers
the iron gate stopped them. They could budge one end of 1% . -
about 18 inoheé and they managed to wriggle through, one man at
a time. PFC JAMES IHOACH aﬁd PV JAMES R. PACE led the others
through, and went on about 50 vards beyond the gate. GEHAUF
then got up to ROACH and tbld him.tb_hold it, én& give the Bat~-

talion a chance to catch ﬁp. Just then a mortar shell landed




came excited and fowgot. In the sum total of things, the error
aid not count. The movemant had been called off Tor the night, -
already. Battalion had called Regiment, and from.theQQ, MICH~
AFLIS hed oalled'Divisioh, telling that the infantry was bLiowked
by the Pngineer failure. At 0400 the attack order was cancel-
led. Battalion marched back to QUESNILS and slept Tfor a couple
of hoﬁrs in a field. Trucks had been promised for the Witﬂ—
drawal, but never arrived. OGEHAUF wasn't advised that BatQ
talicn wes pulling oubt. At 0500 he sent PFC ALLEN W. B ANT
back to leern what Battalion intended. BRYANT took along &
skotoh showing the probable location of enemy fire positions. .
Not rfinding Battalion, he reported back to GEHAUF. In the mean-
time, RO4CH had checked the fourth bridge, found it wired for
demolition, and had cut the wires. Thers was sporadic fire
until 0400. BEYANT came beck Standing up and walking down the
middle of the road. Thet gave the patrollnew confidence., They
returned to QUESNILS without draewing fire. But they found the.
little boat so full of holes that they could not use it and
they orossed.the water gap at Bridge Number 2 on a G-by-12
timber. OCOLE was just preparing tc sgend an officer after the

patrol when the men came in,

- 10 =~
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THE AFTERNOON ADVANCE

About 0830, Third Battalion was told that it would advance again

. some time in the afternoon. Divigion said that it would be sup-

ported by a substantial artillery. Detailed to that purpose
were the S77TIH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALTCN—~—an alrborne unilt
which had lost all but one of its original 75 mms during the
Jjump and had since captured two artillery pieces from the Ger-
mans--—-—the QOTH.BAETALION, a glider oputfit whioh had come by

sea With 12 »ack howitzer 75s, and 65TH ARMORED FIELD ARTIL-
LERY BATTALION, which had 18 self-propelled 105 mms, The firé
pogitions were in the general vicinity of ST COME DU MOWT, which
town cccupied high ground Ffairly dominating the CARENTAN marsheaé‘
The mass of the shells were delivered egainst the ensmy left, -
in and around POIRERANQUE, which was south of the Inundated area,
By 1200 these dispositions were set and GEHAUF'S information )
about the enemy poéitions beyond Bridge MNumber 4 had been ﬁade
known to the artillery. COLE and GEHAUP went on down to the

CAUSEWAY to see if the road was again solid.

Nothing had been done. So COLE grabbed hold of a rope and told
CAPT ROBERT L. CLEMENTS and two of the enlisted men to get pla:
ing from the stores which the Engineers'had left. Working tg»- .

THE INFANTRY REPATRS gether, the four men jury-rigged a

LEB BRIDGE foot bridge. OCOLE kept the detail

small on purpose to avoid drawing fire. By 1400, the bridge.

- 173 -




was complete, though a bit wobbly. (COLE and CLEMENTS.) The
heavy fence of iron on the far side of the bridge, which had
been part of the enemy}roadwblook, had bheen torn lbose'and Was:
used as a flooring. At about 1500, GEHAUF and PVI BRYANT cros-
sed Bridge Number 2 sheed of Company G's Pirst Platoon. The Bats
talion thus began its move imto the CAUSEWAY defile, bound on
both sides by the mafshes and insecure as to their rear because -
of the unsatisfactory situation at Bridge Number 2. The men |
hed to proceed single file when they came to the bridge. It
could not accommodate more than a single line of-men; and i
they jemmed up at all, an 88 mm gun whizz-banged awey at them

from up around CARENTAN.

This intermittent pob-shotting by the €8 gun, which had Tlushed
the Engineers the night before, harassed the infantry without
stampeding them. The first portion of the advance aldng the
CAUSTWAY was relatively uneventful, Several hundred yards off
to the right of Bridge Number 2 there was a patch of solid
ground in the marsh and across the front of it stretolhed cne

of the ublguitous hedgerows of NORMANBY. From behind the hedga,
a sniper cracked dovm on the mortar sguad of Compeny G. He
‘missed. CPL N. F. ELLIS sent PVT CLAUDE A. WrLras cut arter
him along & shoulder of high graund whlch jutted into the marsh.
WILLIAMS orawled along & ditch until he was close enaugh to arch
a grenade over the hedge. Then he walted g few minutes, but he

drew no return fire. S SGT 4. L. ZEROSKE had orewled alons be-
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hind WILLIAMS. Both men saw fhe German move behind the hedgs,
both fired, and when he went down with a screal, boﬁh felt that
they had hit him. That was the first casualty on either side.
Only one man was knocked out‘by the 88 fire on the Numbexr 2
Bridge; the blast toppled him over, but his ﬁead was clear again
in a few minutes. Realizing what & concentrated artillery fire
would do if it struck the Babtelion while they were still on
the CAUSEWAY, COLE moved up ;na down, swearing at his men and
pleading with them not to bunch. But nearly all he said was
futile, They kept herding together, and es rapidly as he broke
them up, they came back together. However; no penalty was ex- |
gcted for the time being. The enemy seemed to be paying no at-
tention to the advance. The men of the Battallon began to be-
lieve that the opesration could be carried off almost without .; -

cost. (This was their statement at the group interview.)

In the first three hours all of the Battalion except the last
half of Company H oroséed the narrow flanking'ﬁo the far side'

of Bridge WNumber 4, LIFUT DAVID IRVIN got Company G across the'
first three bridges without losing ome mwan. The files moved
Torward glowiy but steadily. The men moved along poth embaﬁk~;_l_
ments right next the water's edge. The footf%é here was loose

and ‘the walking was aifficult. This wes especlally true of the
right embankment. When the man_ﬁhere‘oame to any stretch where

the reed grasses thinned out greatly toward the solid ground:

on thelr front and far right , they sometjﬁes'crawlad aleng the
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bark and sometimes got out and walked through the water. FRun-

ning the entire length of the embsnkment om the right, there

was a drainage ditch about 8 inches deep which was approximately

a foot above the level of the marsh. Some of the men went Ffor-
ward along this ditch, crouching on thelr heunches or crawling.

This gave them a more comfortable feeling but no real proﬁeotion.

LIEUT GEHAUF and the Intelligence Section and five men of Compah'
ny G's First Platoon were on tlis south side of Bridge Number 4,
the other men of the Platoon were between Bridges Number & and

4 and the remainder of the Battalion was strung out all the
distance back along the CAUSEWAY to the solid ground at PONT DE
DOUVE. This was the sltuation when the enemy opened fire. It
was smell arms and autometic fire. Most of it seemed to ve com-
ing from the high ground forwsrd and on the right, ahead of
Bridge Number 4. On this bearing and only‘about 300 yards in

front of the head of the occlumn, & grassy bapk rose sharply out

of the mersh. In the center of this high ground was a capacious

farm house whose landscape, screened all around DY hedgerows, .
gave the enemy ideal cover. The first burst of fire broke all

around thﬁ leading platoon and the bullets zinged off the pave-

ment. But it was not well aimed. The wmen who were. in the. P01nt' .

went flat in the embankment ditches and inm a few minutes reswned

the orawl forward on hands and knees. GEHAUF urged the men 1o

keep moving.

So they carried on. The enemy mallets continued to search along

we l’q’ - ._ | .’_.

He told them thet motion was their best protection. .
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behind DE LECN there was a bulge in the embankment which pro-
vided them with a defilade. So he told the others to turn about,
and they crawled rearward for a few yards. The enemy must have
seen this small retrograde movement, for a Germen came worning
atong the ditch behind them, occasionally firing with a‘maahine
pistel. - So far as WASHKO end DEYAX knew, this lone-handed sniper
turned back before hitting anyone, though two more men of the
Polnt were it by mechine gun bullets during the withdrawal. The
FPoint had seen enough to make itg reconnaissance worthwhile, GE-
HAUF was now convinced that the real difficulties of the Gfossing
would be met at Bridge Number 4 rather than at Bridge Number 2.
The last bridge was right under the brow of the enemy position.
Further, the gate across the bridge, which had caused GEHAUR'S
detail to defile the night bvefore, was still jammed and unmovable.
Only one man could rush it abt a time. SGT DELWIN J. MC KINNEI,
the non-commissioned officer in charge of the Péint, had beén
going through this gate when the snemy opened Tirve.. He had saved
himself by Jumping inﬁo an old enemy foxhole whioch was on the em-
bankment, right next the gate. He haed an idea that the German
gung were zeroed-in on the road block. Also, GEHAUF had taken
another good look at the enemy fire as well as ab our own. He
came back to MO KINNEY with tho message that the American shells
were dropping far beyond the German fire posltions along the |
hedgerows and that the artillery should lower its fire about BOQ

vards., MC KINNEY velled the messagce back to IRVIN who was sbtill
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on the nigh side of the bridge, TIRVIN put it on the radio.

Bub it was 2200 before this megsage finally reached the artil-
lery. (Statement of COLE and supported by the ertillsry jour-
nal.) By that hour Third Battalion had been held in check for
somswhat more than four hdurs. The head of its greatly attenﬁ—
ated column had felt out the ensmy fire positions forward. The
right side of the column had becdme badly seared bty fire from
the flank. The few men who had made the passage of Bridge Number |
4 could not go forward., Every man who had run this gauntlet had
done so under a hail of bullets. The shattered Bridge Number 2
regtricted any withdrawal. On both sides the Battelion was held
by the marshes, In this manner the Battalion became largely 13-
mobilized through the remainder of the daylight hours, eXcept.
as 1t trickled forward painfully a man or a Squad at a time, ex-

tending the advance towerd Bridge Number 4.

COLE remained at Bridge Number 2 throughout the afternoon and
evening, jockeying the column forward. But he worked also to
get the men to maintain an interval so that they would'offer no
large targets. (COLE'S statement.) He had realized that the_
CAUSEWAY would become & dead end for the Battalion 1if the enemy
found it with artillery and that the main chance to keep down.
losses wes to prevent bunching. But he found it almost impos-

sible to get this idea over to his men. _Whenever he turned his

nack they ocrawled closer to one another as if bound by herd

instinoct. He noted also that his men would 1lie in the grasses |
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along the embankment mttering: "That god-damned sniper!" but
doing nothing about it. They 4id not answer Fire with fire un-
less specifically ordered to do so; though by this time, as

COLE saw it, his men should have been sufficiently experienced
°f the enemy to know that he usually put his fire pitse back of
the hedgerows and that volleys of fire poured against that line
would check him. COLE figured thet in his situation the séla
vation of the infantry would depend pretty much on the artillery.
(His statement.) LIEUT SPRUEL of the 377TH BATTALION, a forward
artillery observér, wag up with Company G. ﬁis radio was out,
but he was using Company G's radio to relaj fire sensings to
COLE and to CAPT JULIAN ROSEMOND, the artillsry liaigon officer.
As the slow creep forward along the CAUSEWAY went on, the chief
effort of the command and of GEHAUF, who remained in position

at Bridge Number 4, was to supply the artillery with as complete
fire data a8 possible, With swall srms and machine guns, the
enemy positions around the farm house wholly commanded the 1in¢
over which the American column had to advence., The conly aveil—
able offset of thls adventage was an artillery fire which would
compel the enemy to keep his head down and reduce his fire in
volume and aim. The guns worked over tpﬁ enemy ground from
about 1600 until 2330, when darkness closed the xaction, though,
s GEHAUF noted, most of the shells were going beyond the vital
area. The srtillery told COLE they could not put over amy night

fires. They did not expleln wﬁy and be never found oub.
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THE NIGHT VIGIL AND STRAFING

The limited protective measures which were taken during the
daylight hours proved largely unavailing and the infantry compa-
nies suffered quite heavily.- The bullet fire from the farm
house area contimued to build up steadily and-tb strike deeper
into the column. In Company G, the Second and Third Platoons
hed followed First Platoon across the first three bridges. Upon
reaching Bridgs Number's, Second Platoon deployedlleftward. A
thick dyke about eight feet high confines the canal to the left
of the third bridge. Riflemen and mechine gunners dug in along .
this dyke so as to bhuild up a fire position facing forward. A
little behind this line, one machine gun was set up on the right
side of the road to fire into the enemy positions around the
farm house. The guns on the canal line opened fire. Company G
then hegan 1lts move through the narrow opening in the road block
at Bridge Number 4. Six men got through. The seventh men, SGT
TOE L. CLEMENTS, was hit by & bullet while trying to squeeze
through the gate. CAPT RCBERT L. CLEMENTS ordered the rest of
the Company to hold up. The men gdt ropes and levers and tried
to force the gate. But it would not budge. 5o the body of
Company G stayed behind Bridge ﬁUmber 4 and more of the men de-
ployed out to the lcft where a stesdy fire from the enemy auto-
matic weapons peppered the muddy ridge along which Second Pla-.
toon had dug in. It did not seem to the men thet this fire was

woell aimed but therc was enough of it that they orawled around
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on thelr bellies in exitending the line along the dyke. They
kept their guns working and within less than two hours they had
run out of machine gun ammunition and had to send ank Tor more.
The riflemen also maintained & fire. They could ses little or
‘nothing of the ememy but the tracers from the guns around the
farm house gave them a line to the fire positions., The two 60
mm mortars were put up along the dyke and trained on the hedges
in front of the farm house. FVT ALIEN EMERY of Headquafters
Company, lugging an 81 mm mortar; pushed up to within 30 yards
of Bridge Number 4 and put 18 rounds on the enemy ground within
the hedgerows around the farm house., He opened fire at 4LOO
yards range, moved up to 350 yards and then back to 400 again.
He was almost out of ammunition when a German mortar shell burst
within seven yards of him. The blast was muffled in a sméll de~
filade just down the embankment. So he moved back 100 yards,
set up again, and fired another half dozen rounds‘inté the hedge-

I'ow3.

At ebout 1800, COLE left the situation at Bridge Number 2 in
charge of his executive; MAT JOMN STOFKA (later KIA in BASTOGNE)
and worked his way forward through the colum to the head of
Company G. As he moved along he found the men of Company I hug-
ging the low spots along the grassy embankment on the right side
of the road and trying to keep their heads below the level of
?_'the_reeds. They were doing nothing. (His statement.) He told

them: "GQod damn it, start firing and keep firing." He felt that
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| any action would give them confidence and build their morale
and that inaction might pro?e fatal. (COLE'S statement in froat
of the Battalion.) He told their officers to keep them firing
ané he cursed them also for not taking sterner measures in this
direction. He found that the machine gunner up on the left of
 the road in Company G's position was spraying his ammunltion
along the hedgerows; COLE told him to keep firing but just tap
the trigger and given them two or threc shots at a time as he
traversed, CLEMENT'S men were dug in around the angls of the
canal dyke and the CAUSEWAY embankment at Bridge Number 4. From
| within this angle, LIEUT IRVIN was putting bazooka fire on the
~farm house (this fire was at rather extreme range and we could
‘not find positive signs that it 4did any good}. The riflemen in
the foxholes along the ewxbankment were firing mainly agailnst the
hedgerows in front of the farm house. Intermittently; they took
pot shotg at any likely placee down the road where an enemy ma-
chine gun might be nested. All hands by this time were well
burrowed in the embankment. _Yet the enemy bullet fire took
- steady toll of them; mainly becausc of ricochetes. Some of
these bullets bounced off the pavement and into the fire line
~along the dyke but nmore of them caromed off the metal gate and
into the foxholes. COLE stayed up with the forward company for
about four hours watching this phenomenon. He did not sse hoﬁ
 he would be able to got his men across Bridge Number 4 if the
"enemy continued his fire. So he proposed to CLEMENTS‘that he

make ready to swim his Company across the last canal and that
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he reconnoiter off to the leftward to find a suitable place for
the crossing. COLE figured that if he coyld get one company
aero8s the canal he could throw some ropes to them and pass the

rest of the Battalion over the water, hand over hand.

Company T held the most exposefl ground in the colﬁmn———on the
right side embankment to the south of Bridge Number 3. There
was not emough dirt in this embankment for troops to dig inj; it

was without any cover except the slight screening afforded by

the reeds, TFrom somewhere way out in the marsh, some of the men

thought, a group of snipers were shooting into their open flank.
At about 600 yards off to the right of the road, a solid neck
of land sfood up in the marsh like the prow of a battleship.
They thought thié might be the source of the snliper fire. |
Others thought that the bullets were coming from a concealed
boat lying out in the reeds, Stiil others believed that an au-
tomatic gun along the high ground up ahead on the right wes do-
ing all of the damage and that there were no snipers in the
marshes, (These varying views were cxpressed by both men and
officers at the time of the group interview.] All that the
Company knew for certain was that the barren spot just beyond |
Bridge Number 3 on the right cmbankment had becomc an alley of
death and anyone who approached it becamc the choicec targoet for
the fire of the enemy. A&ftor 15 of their number got hit, the
men of Company I grow weary of running this gauntlet and weary

of the day. A Tirst aid man, PVT TKCYZKA, was hit in the head
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and died almost instantly. LIEUT GEORGE A. LARISH, leasder of
First Platoon, was shot through the'heart. LIEUT JOHN P. PATIN-
SCHAB was mortally wounded. The curious part was that the

rest of the column had a kind of insulation from the shock of
these losses, The Battalion was so spread out that it felt al-
most nothing as a whole. Juniors knew that their superiors

had become casualties only when someone passed the word along
the line for them to take over. The men on the right embank-

- ment had a general idea that the men on the left embankment
weré faring a little better than themselves and they would

have crossed over to the other side had that passage not bhe-
come ilmpossible., (Their statements.) Bullets were scratching
the asphalt of the road 1n two directionsz. The men méved for-~
ward crawling. Those who were hit got 1t while lying down.
Tnose who remained unscathed could see very little of what was

going onh except the heels of the man in rront ¢f them.

CPL LLOYD KING, PVT WESLEY JACKSON and PVT THOMAS A, PINON from
Headquarters Company worked their way up to Bridge Number 3,
carryipg a machine gun,., They then.crawled_under the bridge’

and made their way to the far bank by passing along the struts.
PINON'S ammunition carrier was hit during this passage and
'ldropped into the water. PINON got the gun set up in a foxhole
right‘beside the bridge and began firing rightward at an angle
90° from the road. The hour was about 1800. There was no

more sniper fire from that direction during the evening. Bridge




Number 3 began to cool off, although PINON'S action was the
only thing done to counter the bullet fire at this point. The

men of Company I had been under steady fire for about two hours.

CAPT CECIL L, SIMMONS got Company H up to Bridge Mumber £ about

1630, They went forward acoerding to STMMONS' instructiocns:

"Keep your heads down and try to follow the leader."™ One half
of the lead platoon crossed Bridge Number 3 before the general

movement of the column was halted by the coming of dark. Five

rounds of enemy mortar fire sgtruck around the bridge coincident
with their arrival and two men of the Company were hit. Also
woundsed by the morter fire was LIEUT ROBERT L. MC LAUCHLIN of
Headguarters Company. A patrol was sent out through the reeds
to right of the CAUSBEWAY. It waded for about 80 yards but saw
no enemy and drew no fire. Severai of Company H's men were
picked off by stray rifle bullets whils trying to hug the ditch
on the right embankment. But on the whole Gompany H stood the
eveniﬁg better than the others. COL COLE figured that if he
had to.swim any men across the MADELEINE that night, he would
move Company H up through Company G and let SIMMON'S men teake

the beating for a while. (COLE'S statcmoent.)

With the coming of dark the situation quieted a little because
the enemy could not ses the live targets wriggling along the
CAUSEWAY banks, Company G was still drawing heavy bullet fire

THE STRAFING up front and was taking losscs as

some of the men tried to crawl

Py
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across the road to get the better protection on the left sideu
The hour was about 2330. PVT HANS K. BRANDT had moved up to
Bridge Number éf He noted that the men were bédly bunched at
that polnt, seven or eight of them crowding into a ten-yard
space. From somewhers off in the reeds to the right—-he
thought it about 75 yards-—a German machine gun suddenly open-
ed fire and the.bullets began to bounce off the bridga; BRANDT
figured that with the wen bumched as they were; the fire would
get some of them. He took a grenade and started out thrcﬁgh
the reeds. At about this moment the men farther back along the
CAUSEWAY , being not so oclosely engaged; saw and heard a plane
coming toward them from the direction of CARENTAN. The men saw
that the planse's wheels were down and they recognized 1t as a
dive bomber., It came steedily along, flying the line of thek
road and about 150 yards up. No one yelled. Those who had
seen the plene still scarcely rveelized what it signified. Above
Company I the plane unloaded — gix or eight small peréonnel
bombs which hit along the flank of the road, dead on the ground

where Company I's men had been trying to hide from the snipers.

PVYT BRANDT had moved only a few yards when he heard a heavy-ex-’_'

plosion close to him. He looked up and saw the dive bomber.
In the same ingtent that he went flét next a stunted tree,
there was another explosion and he felﬁ a jar against his left
leg. The "whole place scemed to light up." BRANDT wont cold
for a few geconds. So aid the man just to his rear. BRANDT

got up and went on to his objectlve. Ho wadcd as far as he
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¢ould and then héavad his greuade in the general direction bf
where he thought the enemy gun ley. He didn't know whether

he hit anything but the position got no more fire from there.
Coming back; he found that the man who had got concussion was
still out and had slipped down into the water. BRANDT carried
him to the embankment, He noted that the men who had been only
lightly wounded in the bombing had now properly spaced them-~
selves. Those who couldn't move were still bunched together;
He got some of them spaced out, then started back for first
ald. There were so many wounded along the embaﬁkment that he
was blocked that way. Hs then walked right down the middls of
the road., There was no fire. After dropping its bombs~—or

80 the men along the CAUSEWAY thought—-the enemy plane went
right on down the position, blistering the column with machine
gun bullets. 3Between bombs and bullets; Company I lost another
30 men in those few seconds, the strafing taking the greater
part of them. About eight of the 30 were either dead or badly
hit. It was a curious thing that the men who were strung out
along the CAUSEWAY thought without exception that only one.
plane agttacked them (this was determiﬁed at the group eritique].
It is probable that they went flat so'quiokly that they had no
real view of it. For others, who had wabtched the attack from .

behind Bridge Number 1 on tho road to QUESNILS, saw clearly

‘that two German planes had crossed above the column at right

angles to one enother in a split sccond. Tho plame whioh had |

dropped the bombs had flown scross the marshes while the plene.
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wﬁich attacked with its mechine guns had come right along the
road from CARENTAN., They had seen the tracers "bouncing like
ping-pong balls off the paveﬁent". PVT PAUL J. MC EKENNA was on
the }eft slde of the road. He got bomb fragments in both shoul-
ders, his right leg and right hand. He walked on back for first
eid. PVT GLEMN A, MOE hed started digging a foxhole on the left
embankment and was about % feet down when the bombs hit. Two
shards struck him in the left hand and shoﬁlder; Two men who
were lying within 10 feet of him were also hit. He completed
digging the foxhole. Then he walked bn back to PONT DE DOUVE,
carrying one of the wounded., After getting his wounds dressed,
he returned and bhrought therother man back with the aid of a

stretcher bearer, this work taking him until 0400.

The air attack practicelly eliminated Company I from the reckon=-
ing Tor the time being. Having gons flat when the bombs fell,
the‘men of the Company did not arise agailn save for the few
whose first thought was to evacuate the badly wounded. The
others fell vietim to the deadly drowsiness of which infantry
are especielly Susceptible after they have experianced'heavy
shock losses. They had almost no interest in what had happen-
ed to them end no curiosity about who had been hit. (This was
the statement of their officers.) LIEUT ROBERT G. BURNS found
that he could not koep his men awake no matter how he tried.
lSOﬁﬂ were asleop within two or three minutes of thé bombing.

This confused BURNS becauso he could not tell which wero the
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gleepers and which were the wounded men. He saw men who had
tumbled down the embankment and lay still with their bodies

half in the marsh. He went to them; figuring they had been

hit, and then discovered that they were gleepers who had rolled
down the bank and had not been awakened when they slipped in-

to the icy water. Others lay there in their ODs and jump suits,
wet through and through, yet sleeping the torpid sleep of utter
spiritual exhaustion. The officers had to yield any attempt
to‘rouse these men and for the next four hours Company I re~

mained & cipher in the column,

But there were signs that the enemy also must have passed the
limlt of endurance, For the Battalion lay there open to him
and his guns knew how and where to fire, The night was fair
and the alr chilled. Visibility weas exeeptionally good. Yet
the hours of complete darkness ﬁassed and the moon rose, fully
illuminating the scens, without changing the situation. Over

the marsh lay a great quiet.

The way wes open for another try at the Number 4 Bridge. About
0130, STOPKA reported to COLE that CLEMENTS had said all of
Company G had crossed the bridge except a few men who were
right around him. CCLE told STOPKA: "COK, tell him to get them
all amcross.”™ At 0330 the commander went forward. He then
found that SIMMONS wes getting his men across the bridge bub
that CLEMENTS' men were all whore he had left them 5% hours
before, Cnly now LIEUT CORTEZ was up shead with a S-man out-
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‘post en the right embankment; and three men under a corporal
were ten yards beyond the bridge on the left-hand side. When
SIMMONS had come up, CLEMENTS had said: "I am not sending any
more men up. There's no cover.” SIMMONS had replied: "Iell,
there must be some if there's men up there." (CGCILE did not
know of this conversation but SIMMONS reported it,) SIMMONS
had then gone forward and made a recomnnaissance past the bridge,
finding the groundjas barren as CLEMENTS said. He crawled on
along the left side Af the road until he heard Germans talking
within a few yards of the spot where he lay in the roadside
ditch. Then he crawled on back to his radio and asked for ar-
tillery fire along the hedge where he had listened to the Ger-
mans; he was told by fire control center that the guns couldn't
fire at night. At 0200, COL COLE confirmed the arrangement

PASSACE OF BRIDGE of the companies as they then stood

NUMBER L

witih Compeny H taking over the lead
from Company G and moving =slong the left embankment., He fig-
ured that Company G was the more "beat up" of the two; and

as for Company I, he figured that he would have to wait another
hour or two before knowing whether they were ready to fight
again. SIMMONS, taking over the lead position, could hear wag-
ong creaking along the enemy front and calculated that the Ger-
mans were getting either more machine guns or mines into po-~
sition, CLEMENTS, dropping his Company back to support, did
not gel a chance to explain to COLE why he had ineorrectlyj

.. reported that his men had passed through Bridge Number 4; he
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was wounded and taken from the battle early in the morning.*

At 0400, COLE got back from Regimént with orders to contlnue
the attack., SIMMONS was pubting hie men through the gap at
Bridge Number 4 at a rate of one man per minute. Though the
enemy was not flring, SIMMONS bhought it best to space his men
that way so that if fire were opened suddenly; not more than
one or two men would be osught. But on comlng back to the
Battalion from Regiment, COLE had walked right down the middle
of the CAUSEWAY without one shot being fired at him. This made
him optimistic. (His statement.) He told SIMMONS to send his
men on through the gate as rapidly as possible and not to hesi-
tate about bunching two or three of them there. Company H cowm-
pleted the passage without loss., Company & followed. Company
I for the time being pulled back of Bridge Number 2. COLE had
looked the Company over and decldsd it would be folly to order

it forward immediately. There were only 21 men and 2 officers

*Note by Historical 0fficer: It seems possible that this 1s
another case where the lower commandor makes an overly opti-~
mistic report of his position to keep his superior mollified.
STOPKA had this to say when asked whether he was certain aboutb
what CLEMENTS had reported to him: "I could not be misgtaken
about the message. I harassed him at least seven times about
it." Probably any Jjunior commender would have felt some hesi-
tation about ordering men to run through the gate. GLEM@NTS
and the others all the way back along tho Ceusoway had witnes-
sad the spectacle of the afternoon. Telephone and elsctric
wires were down in a tangle over the gato. Whon cach man made
his run, diagonally through tho small breach, thosc who were
watching from the rear could seo scores of sparks fly up from
the gate and bridge iron and from the electric lines &as hullets
bit into the motal. The mon said it looked 1likec a "fire works
display". - .
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left to it of the 80 which had started the action.

Company H moved on along both sides of the road, toward the
hedggrows and the farm house, 84 men in the Company. Company

G, with 60 men, and Headquarters Company, with 121 men, moved

on to the solid ground on left of the road, thus entering a

very small meadow bounded by hedgerows. SIMMONS' men were go=
ing forward in column. They had been told to advance along
azlmith 195 which would take them on a crogs-country route

over high ground to HILL 30,

The lead scout, PVY ALBERT W. DIETER, went forward in the thin
light until he was within about five yards of the hedgerow
which ran at right angles to the main road snd behind the famm

THE ATTACK BEGINS buildings. The Platoons were

strung out behind him in squad

column for about 200 yards. A8 he tock his lasgt few steps to

oclose on the hedzerow, German fire——rifle, machine gun and
mortsr -~ opened up on the Company all along the line. ihether
the enemy hed beéen surprised by the advance or had simply held
fire until Company H had moved to within easy range wasn't
clear; however, the first firo was wild and did little damage.
DIETER, in the lead, got the full offect of it and his loft
érm was éhredded from wrist to shouldor by the opening volley.
Without ducking or Quickening his psce he walked right back
along the line of fire to whore SIMMONS had taeken cover in a
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ditch. There he stopped. He said to SIMMONS: "Captain, I am
hit bad, ain't I?" SIMMONS said: "Your éure arel!" DIETER
sald: "Well, I didn't fuck-up on you, did I Captain?" SIMMONS
‘replied: "No, you sure didn't.ﬁ The boy'than went on back.
COLE, who dnly a. couple of minutes before the wounding of DIE-
TER hgd yelled to SIMMONS: "The Gbm@any‘s too bunched. Those
God-damned Germens are here. They must know we're here," now
lboked around to survey the damage. Up forward, a couple of
men had been knocked down by machine gun bullets. Five or six
others from the leading platoons had been wounded in one way or
another and had orawled off to the ditches at the side of the
road. SIMMONS crawled over to dress their wounds. He needed
some kind of a table on whieh to work while putting rough
splints on one boy's arm. There was e dead Gorman in the ditch
1ying cold and stiff and ready for his purpose. He took the
corpse's pack off, rested 1t on the stomsch and went to work

with the first aid pack.

A sniper from the other side of tho road kept Tiring into the
ditch. From rearward, a light machine gun was pagsod up to

the position and SIMMONS end S SGT JOHN T. WHITE pressed 1t

over against the bank and fired about 250 rounds into the hedge-~
row from which they thought the fire was coming. WIITE kept
working the gun. PVT WILLIAM PEDEN came running out of the
field and flopped down beside STIMONS. SIMMDﬂS asked: "Are

you hurt, PENDEﬁ?" PENDEN answered: VHell no, they haven't got
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me yet." SIMMONS said: "Well let's keep firing at the dirty
devils." ' (However stilted this conversation may sound, SIM-
MONS said in fromt of his Company that these were his exact
words.} PENDEN then inched his way up to the ditch and fired
a few rounds. SIMMONS, putting a new c¢lip in his carbine about
two minutes later, noticed that PENDEN wasn't firing. He said:
"What's the matter, PENDEN?"., There was no answer. WELTE shook
PENDEN, then turned to SIMMONS end said: "PENDEN'S dead. The
sniper got him. The left side.” Another boy orawled to SIM-
MONS with a bad arm wound, spurting blood from an artery. SIM-
MONS told him he had no tourniquet. The boy said: "Maybe
there's something in this medical kit I've got in my pocket
that might help.® SIMMONS took a hemostat out of the kit and
pinched off the flow of blood. The German sniper kept on bang-

ing away.
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THE CHARGE

COLE crawled back along the diteh. Forty or fifty yards behiod
him was CAPT ROSEMOND, the artillery lialson officer. COLE
asked him to shell the farm house and the hedges, ROSEMOND
told him he couldn't get the fire because the artillery com-
mander wasn't present with the guns to appréve the request.
COLE said: "God damm it! We need artillery fire and we can't

wait for a general." He got the fire in 15 minutes.

The hour_was then about 0530 and for the next 25 minutes the
artillery pounded the hedgerows around the house. COLE and

ROSEMOND watched the shellbursts; it looked as if the stulf

 was getting in where they wanted it, Still, there was no slack-

ening of the enemy bullet fire., On COLE'S order, the artillery

fire was changed from air bursts to delay, and then changed

back again. Tt made no difference. Bullets still whipped through

the thorn above the dltches and tore into the embankments in as

great volume as before., (All hands at the interview agreed that

was the case,)

COLE was puzzled. He felt no assurance about what to do next.
Jor a fleeting moment, he considered moving his men back the
way they had come. He wondercd whether he should try to get
themlforward by infiltration along the main road, and against

this, he weighed the possibility of making a heads-up assault

f‘ against the house. But he did not weigh thess alternatives
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very long. He made his decision on impulse, not as a well-
reasoned thing, but with almost explosive force. (COLE was
asked to recall as carefully as he could whether -he had made
an sccurate estimate of situation pricr to declisicn and what

he said here is nobt an interpretation but a faithful account

~of his emotions and reactions as he steted them.)

STCPKA was right across the road. COLE yelled to him. He saild:
"Welre going to order smoke from the artillery and then make a
bayonet charge on theAhouse." STOPKA replied: YOK.¥ COLRN tcld
ROSEMOND what he wanted, Within a few minutes, the smoke was
being laid in an arc which had the house in its center and ex-
tended past the MADELEINE RIVER on cne end and over the mein |
road to CARENTAN on the left. COLE waited while the smoke was
being put down. About 15 to 20 minutes passed, COLE adjusted
the smoké further leftward to meet the wind. He was especially

concerned that the screen would be Jjust right.

Company G, deployed and pinned in the small meadow to the left
of the main rcad, was being sorayed Ly fire from a machine gun
and a machine pistol in a covert along the hedgerow on the
southern border of the Tield. The men in the meadow tried to
crawl over to the hedgerow next tha nain road as this fire Tell
among them., Others of the company who had nct gob up to the
meadow were sent sourrying from the road by Tire which swept
right down the CAUSEWAY, They dug in beside the road and re-

meined in their foxholes while tlhe action thickened around the
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farm house.

1ST SGT HUBERT CDCM of Company G, taking threse men‘and a ma-
chine gun, worked along the hedgerow which bounded the road to
the hedgerow covering the enemy fireltrench. The men moved
crouched over, walking in the ditch and sticking close to the
embankment, At the same time; FVT EMERY, the mortar man, went
to work on a house about 800 yards down the road from where
machine gun fire seemed to be gpilling into Company G's'po~
sition. He bracketed the house and hit it with his third round,
setting it afire, Then he put two more shells on the target
for good.luck. He picked out a second enemy position, and
working the. mortar by himself; contlnued to fire. ODOM was
still toiling forward with the machine gun. At 40 yards range,
he saw a German stand up behind the hedge and fire a burst

from a machine pistol. ODCM was 15 yards ahead of his own gun.
The German'slfirst burst hit all three men who were behind him,
carrying the gun. One of them, PVT WILLIAM P. EVANS, got the
gun in action and kept on firing, ODOM crawled forward through
the water of the ditch which ran along the hedge. He was low
enough that the enemy fire could not find him. He yelled to
SGT ANTHONY L. ZEROSKI to toss him some grenades. ZEROEKI diad
so. ODOM threw three grenades over the hedge and heard a Ger-
man scream., Then he saw a Gorman rise out of a trench and dis-
appear so quickly that ODOM had no chance to fire. ZEROSKI

crawled up and covered ODOM while he crawled on throush the
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his men had let him down. (His words.)

What had happened? Some smaell part of this slack was due to
men who had gone to ground at the first heavy volley from the
enemy and had remained mentally pinned. But there were othexr
contfibuting factors. COLE, concerned most of all with the

not checked to make certalin that

his whole command knew of the plan and were expecting the sig-
nal., STOPKA had not troubled to make a careful round of the
companies and be sure that the officers understood the plan
énd the signal and were getting the word back to their sub-
ordinates. He, too, was watcling the smoke screenhand after’
shouting what was intended to the officers nearest him, he

did not follow up to make certain that all hands understood.
In the din of the battle and the natural excitement of the
moment, it was not easy to get the word around to 2 command
which was widely distribvuted, and for the most part, hugging
earth. Nor was it certain that a clear signa} could bs given
which would reach the entire field. Some men, some officers,
never got the 6rder. They heard something”passed on to them
about "whistle™ and "bayonet"™ but in the confusion they could
not tell what was said. Others heard nothing. Still others
got the .order, but didn't know the advance was on until they

.saw the trickle of men crossing the field. Then a few raced

1
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on trying to catch up.*

0O0IE trotted half way across the field., Then he stopped knelt
on one knee and 1ooked back. Fire was clipping the grass all
around him apd more of it was passing overhead. He saw that
his men were trailing behind him simgle file., BSc he waved

both arms at them trying to get them to fan out. Instead, they
hit the dirt. He started working on them one man at a time,
urging them to get up and go on. He kept firing his colt .45
wildly in the general direction of the farm house and as he
fired he yelled: "God damn, I don't know what I'm shootin' at,
but I gotta keep on." (His exact words as recalled by COLE

and by éeveral of the men who heard him and who remembered

that they laughed at the spectacle.} About 5 or 6 men were
killed by bﬁllét fire as they lay there,while COLE was trying
to get them up. TEC 5 ROBERT E. DCRAN, CCLE'S radio operator
(Later KIA in HOLLAND), got up to his Commander, his SCR300

*When the critique was held and this point in the narrative
was reached, the Historical Officer asked COLE: "Why didn't the
men follow you?" COLE replied: "God damn it, Colonel, they
were afraid, .that's why." The Historical Officer said to COLE:
"I can't be satisfied with that answer and I would like to in-
quire into the facts with your permission,” as the evidence had
already shown that the men wers well spread out and both COLE
and 3TOPKA were preocccupied. About 30 witnesses were heard,
including 4 officers. Their tegtimony was substantially as is
reported above. COLE was then asked for his opinion. He re-
plied: "The men we have heard from are amcng the best men in my
Battalion, I would not question thelr courage for a moment. 1
am convinced now that the fault was largely my own." The testi-
mony as to STOPKA'S gctions was glven by STOPKA himself. As
both of these men are now dead it is in point to add that they
gire Willéng that the circumstances should be clearly stated in

e record.
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gradually clearing from the barrage fire and through the rifts

. his neck in water. He yelled back to DORAN: "Don't follow

on hig back. Then they ran on together. The smoke was

in 1%, they could see the farm house. STOPEA kept yelling:

"Let's go! Let's go!" end ran on, hurdling the first ditch.

COLE leaped a low hedge and came down in a ditch almost up to

me!" and DORAN tock both hedge and ditch in one leap. Others
caught up with the leaders and passed them. STOPKA saw two
men go down iﬁ fromt of him. He yelled to PVI EDWIN 3. PAS-
TOURIS, one of them: "How are you?" Said PASTOURIS: "I'm CK.
You keep going!™ Fifteen men from Company H and Headquarters

Company, who had come belatedly to the action, ran on up the

road to the hedgerow which formed the rear boundary of the
house, then turned énd ran down the hedgs on the outside till
they came to the building. They kept right on, going into the
orchard. That was the way COLE wanted it. He was standing by
the housse, waving the men on; all of them wanted to stop as
they came to the building. He told Gbmpany G to assemble on
the brush pile behind the house along with Company I, which
was now coming up from behind Bridge Number 4. Company H and
Headquarters Gumpany‘were to collect themselivis noxt the riéht
of the house beforc continuing. The cnomy machine gun groups
which had been well fortified on the high ground to the right
of tﬁe house hed now pulled back for the most part. There
were dead Germens lying thick over the ground end in the fox-

holes, but most of the live ones had retired through the



orchard toward the railroad. The American artillery contimied
to fire into this area. The Battalion had lost radic contact

with the artillery apd the guns contimed to fire at the last

asgigned target.

PVT BERNARD STERNO of Compeny H had started the charge with
COLE although his ML was jammed, Halfway across the field he
saw & dead German sprawled in a slit trench behind a clump of

ONE MAN'S PORTION . | bushes. Set up in the bUShe‘S in

Tront of the German was a pistol
with a cord leading back to the body. STERNO wanted the pistol,
but figuring that the cord might be set to a miné; he took his
knife out and slashed the cord. He felt something “bump into
& finger" on his right hand. But his gloves were on and he
didﬁ't realize at once that he had been hit by a bullet and‘had
lost a Tinger. He got the pistol and crawled on. A few feet
farther along STERNCO saw another men from Company H. He went
to the man but saw thet he had been shot through-the chest and
was near death. An aid man came along and tcld STERNO that his
hand was all bloody. He bandaged the stump of the finger and
STERNO kept golng. Then he heard somecne cal..® “Help mel It‘
was a sergeant from his own company. STERNC crawled up to him.
The Sergeant was hit in the stomach and leg. Next him wes the
medicel man who had just banduged STERNQ. But he was dead now
with a bullet through his head. STEENO got thce medical man'’s

kit'and canteen and gave the sorgeant rude firet aid. By that
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time, enemy fire wes breaking avound the OF in heavy volume
and COLE was telling the men‘to move away from the vicinity.
STERNO went on about 25 verds beyond the hausei found a place
in.ﬁhe fire line, flopped down in a water-fiile& ditch and
began to fire, using an ML he had taken from one of the wound-
ed. His bandege worked logse. Another first . aid man came
along, looked at the wound and told STERNO to get to the rear.
There were a numbef of woupded lying in the ditch along the
road and STERNC figured he'd batter help them, They begged
him to stay there and try to flag the ambulance that came
along. The ditch and the road were now being raked by 88 mm
fire from the direction of CARENTAN, One man lying next STER-
NO had hed an eye torn out by shrapnel. He didn't know whether
the eye was gone and he asked STERNO about it. STERNO didn't
want to tell him the trubth so he replied: "Well, even if it
is, you should bhe glad you have the other one,% He prepared

a sulfa pad and put it on the man's eye. Then he started to

- work on some of the other wounded. There was the sudden swish

of enother 88 shell, STERND jumped for the slit trench but

didn't quite make it. He felt "gomething terribly heavy" land

against his back— jarring him as if ho had been kicked hard.
He wasn't sure whether he was wounded again or had only felt
concussien, TIn fact, a shard had ripped into his back and
stopped in the groin although this was not.known until he was
thoroughly examined oﬁ the LST the next day. The man who had

lost an eye was now yelling: "My arm, O my arm, O my arm,”
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STERNC was groggy for a few seconds. When he looked at the
man he saw that his arm hed been smeshed by the latest ex-
plosion. Ancther man next him, wﬁd had been #live a few
minutes before, had lost half of his head. It felt to STERNC
as if there wes blood rununing from his own back but he wasn't
certain; he thought still it might be shock and imagination.
He looked at the others in the group of wounded. One man Who
was Just five feet from him hed blood streeming from his ears,

nose and mouth; he was conscious but was so shocked that he

couldn't utter words and was expressing himself in a little

babble. STERNDO figured that most of these men were beyond his

powexr to help. He crawled on rearward to Bridge Number 4.,

There was a foxhole and he dropped into it. About oneahalf'
minute later a mortar shell hit just outside the hole and a
piece of it got STERNO in the neck and another piece hit an
officer lying beside him.*

*Thig man returned to the Battalion from hospital in late
July. He geemsd to remember acourately overything that had

happened to him. His statements were made in the presence of
all Baettalion officsrs and such of the wounded as had returned

"to the Battalion. L number of the officers and men had sesn
him during the movements herein described and it i1s believed

that hig story is absolutely reliabla.
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ARCUND THE FARM HOUSE

18T SGT KENNETH M. SPRECKER and PVT ROACH of Company H reached
the farm house 20 yards in front of CCLE. They shot the lock
off the door and dashed inside, The place was empty. SPRECKER
moved on to thg brush pile and saw two Germans in the orchard,
rifles in hand, getting ready to fire. SPRECKER fired first
with the tommy gun, Both Germans fell.

2ND LIBUT EDWARD A. PROVOST of Gompany H had nine men with him
as the charge stsrted. Five got hit or lost crossing the field
and he carried on with the four who remained. They worked up
the road skirting the right of the house. A hedgerow parallelé
the road; Just opposite the house was a solidly.constructed
machine gun position which had been dug deep into the embank-
ment overlooking the MADELEINE, The men crept in bshind the
cover of the farm house wall. PROVOST was nobt giving them any
orders; they moved in silence. TEC 5 JAMES Q. BEUNE, the mail
orderly, threw a grenade over the hedge. There were five Ger-
mans at the gun and in the V~shaped fire trench which adjoined
it. The grenade hit and exploded fair emong them, Some were
stunned; others gtood there screaming. BRUNE and PROVOST saw
them so as they bounded up the eight crude steps from;tha road
to the gun position without giving the gun crew a moment to
recover. BRUNE started to fire aes he ran. PROVOST yelled:
"Don't waste bullets! Use the bayonet!"™ This was what phey

did but such was the exciltement of the moment thet leter they

b
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could not remember how meny of the five they bhad run through.
Then they retraced their steps and went on up the road, plcking
up men from Compenies T, H and Headquarters as they went along
—-ten men altogether. As they drew abreast of the orchard,

they looked leftward and saw about two sguads of Germans pil-

ling around" beyond the first few rows of trees, as if getting

Teady to pull out, The men with PROVOST propped up behind the
hedge and fired. A few of the enemy fell at the first volley.
The others went to ground immediately and formed a line, then
began shooting. PROVOST thought the Germans were at extreme

range for a grenade but he pulled the pin out and got roady to

throw. Then & bullet slashed through his cheek., Blood .spllled

‘all over him and he returned to the .farm house looking for

first aid,. There he met SPRECKFR who had come back in search
of other men from the Company. PROVOST told him what had hap-
pened and SPRECKER went forward and took charge of PROVOST'S
men. They had ceased firing when PROVOST left but SPRECKER
neld up the fight and five Germans ceme out of their foxholes.
That ended the skirmishing around the orchard for the time be-

ing.

When the German fire had broken over the head of the column
during the advance of Company H along the CARENTAN road, Company
I had been in movement from behind Bridge Wumber 2 to behind

Bridge Number 4. The survivers of

ADVANCE OF COMPANY I
ST Compeny I heard the sounds of battle
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up ahead; in and around the farm house. The Germans fire, how=-
BVET; had again engulfed Bridge ﬁumber 4 and bullets were rat-
tling off the iron gates as on the afternoon befora. The ﬁen of
Company I had to run for the narrow opening through this bullet
fire; they did it one man at & time with heads down. Those who
made it then Jjumped down to the pfotection of the eﬁbankment.
The last two officers, LIEUTS BURNS and GLEASON, were hit in
trying to get through the gate. About one-third of the other
survivors were lost at thls point. The rest went on leaderless.
They attached themselves as individusls to any gﬁoup they could
£ind and Jolned the skirmishing around the orchard and through
the hedgerows. For the time being Company I ceased to exist as

a unit. The entire Third Battalion was by now completely soram-

bled and the junlor leaders fought on with little soratch groups,

however it was easiest 4o collsct them.

The fire had not lifted from fislds which were immediately

south of Bridge Number 4. Most of the men who had been under
cover there when COLE and his group cherged the house were still
pinned. Many of the enemy were positioned behind the hedgerows
which ran at right angles to the QARENTAN road. It was from
this .direction that much of the “automatic fire had poured into
‘the fields and had kept the men from Company H.ahd Headquarters
Company confined to the.ditches. The charge had moved off
obligue to the right from the direction of this fire, though
the original movemenp, extended into the orchard, wduld have

outflanked it. The enemy's point of greatest'strength, inso-
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far as command of the CAUSEWAY was ooncerned, had been on the
ridge of high grognd betweén the house and the MADELEINE. The
charge had routed the force there and PROVOST'S dash-in with

the bayanet had stifled the last flicker of resistance at this

. position. HDWever; the Germans in the hedgerows along the op~

posite flank had not been dislodged by the charge. When the
smcke began to clear away, they could agein volley into the
fields south of Bridge Number 4. This was their naturel line
of fire. In fact, the hedgerows which the enemy was holaing
were on axial lines toward the fields where the Battalion rem-

nants were still loocking vainly for cover.*

*In the NORMANDY fighting the Germans almost invariably had
their Resistance Line behind, and running parallel to, the hedge~
rows. These are considerable obstacles, belng so thick with
thorn, vine and bramble that at most pleces, a man cannot force
his way through them. More than that, they are, in polnt of
sereening, a falr fire breastwork, in that they are thick enough
at the base that a man may lean up to them and fire through them
without being seen.: If the position cannot be destroyed by ar-
tillery or mortar fire, then infantry must find a way to move
around the flanks and enfilade it, For supported by fire, the
hedgerow is a stopper to any skirmish line which tries to assault
it frontally. Behing the hedgerows, the Germans dug their fox-
holes in perfect geometric proportion, square~walled and deep.

In fact they were so deecp that a man of average height could
stand erect in thom and just soc over. When two Germans stand- °
to from within a foxholo, thoy meintain thomselves in a sort of
half-crouch, back on their heunches, with heads eropot. They face
onc anothor. Bach man hes a rifle slung at his hip and pointed
up over tho cdge so that one man scos whatevor comeosg at the baok
of tho other and both have a fair flold of vislon. In NORMANDY
the machine gun strong points worc usually at tho corners of the
fi0ld whore the hedgerows came togothor. So positioned they
could cover the roads or a swoep of country. The foxholes were
along in a line direcotly back of tho hedges and spaccd more or
loss ovonly botween the machine guns. -The battle was complex bo-
cause of the out up naturo of the country. Yot its tactics wore
as simple as a run around end: flank the hodgorow linc and the -
whole section of front then must form on the next convenient
fleld to the rear.
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CAPT SIMMONS and SGT WHITE hadn't heard COLE'S order. Trying
to attend to his wounded, SIMMONS had heard someone yell some-
thing about a "whistle" and "bayonet" but the words didn't

register as an order. He shouted to WHITE: "Well what about a
t

- whistle?" but  he got no reply and he continued with his
wo:k, The charge across the field got away without either man

seeing it.

- It must have been only a few minutes later that a shell explod-
ed near‘SIMMONS and the concussion knocked him cold, He came

to, with WHITE shaking him by the shoulders. "What happened?™"
'SIMMQNS asked. WHITE told him that the Battalion had been order~
ed to charge across the field and that scme of the'men were al- .
ready at the farm house. SIMMONS gaid: “Then let's gat the hell
out of here." His head still wxs nct cisar. He motioned to the =
men Eround him to follow. 4 group got up. He didn’t notice how
meany. They advanced straight up the ditch and toward the corner
of the hedgerow which xan back of the house. A German machine
gun was still firing from that point into the field where SIM-
MONS' men had been. This last anchor of the German forward line
gave way as SIMMDNS gnd his men ran on toward the hedgerow. A&
few of the men with STMMONS fell.under bullet fire in ocrossing
the ditch. The Americans ran on firing their rifles toward the
gun. A few Gormans were xilled. A grenade knockod the gun out, :
SIVMONS set up‘é mechine gun on the same spot and pointed it in

the opposite dlrsction. The men then prowled arcund in the 1m--
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_medigte vioinity for a few minutes: About one heur after the
charge (This was COLE'S estimate) SIMMONS reported to him ab

the house. COLE told him that he should move over to the right
of the farmiouse where the rest of the Company was reorganizing.
He had started the day with 84 men. When it was over, he had
30, Most of them had been lost in the field during the first

oouple of hours.

The fighting slackened for a few minutes. The right flank hed
been cleared. The left flank was clear 1o the first hedgerow,
 though it was a question whether the enaiy hed pulled any far-
ther back on thet side than the width of the first fields COLE,
making a random estimate of his own strength without leaving the
farm house, sent PVI DOYLE BOOTLE of Healyuarters Company back
to LIEIT COL PA.TRICK F. CASBIDY cof Tirst Battalion to tell him
to bring his men on through. COLE figured that Third Battalion
was washed up at least for the time being. (His own statement.)
In point of fact his situetion was even worse than he knew; the
meager parties which had closed up to the hedgerows were not
even suffiocient to compose a thin fire line. Still, COLE be-
lieved that he had the enemy on the run. (His statement.) The
mission of Third Battalion remained unchanged; 1t was to go on
to HLLL 30. But COLE figured that a fresh Battalion would come
through in sufficient momentum to complete the assignment that
day and he so advised tho Regimental Commander. PVT BOOTLE

went om back and waes fired on by snipers all the way across the
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field to the CARENTAN road. The field was now clear of tToops
except for the deed snd wounded, BOOTLE saw. First Battalion
was still north of Bridge Number 4, But BOOTLE didn't get that
far. He gave the message to SGT JOSEFH H. GILLION of Company
H who sent it on to the Regimental CP from where it was relayed
to First Battalion. A few minutes after BOOTLE had left COLE,

- PROVOST showed up there; locking for o bandage for his face
wound, There was no aid man at the farm house. COLE told
PROVOST to keep moving to the rear. DURAND'S radio was again
working by this time but COLE didn't know it. So COLE gave
PROVOST the same message which he had given BOOTLE and told him
to deliver it to CASSIDY, PROVOST got the message as far &s a
- sergeant who was with the most forward platoon of First Bat-
talion near Bridge Number 4. He told the sergeant to send the
message back to CASSIDY. Right afterward, PROVOST saw one of
his own men lying in a ditch, shot through the chest. He stop-
ped to pateh him up. Then he noticed that a group of men from
CGompany H were hugeing the dirt around him and he asked them
why they weren't forward. P"We're pinned down," several of them
said. PROVOST couldn't understand it. Quite suddenly the fire
opened on him and he orawled on hands and knees back along the
ditch until he could yell to the Pirst men of CASSIDY'S Bat-
talion., They, too; were hugging the cover of the ditch. About
10 minutes later, he saw CASSIDY'S men get under way. As -

the leading files made thoir way into the field beyond Brldgs

Number 4, machine gun and rifle fire coming from far down on
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the left hand side of the CARENTAN road out into them.

They went on through a scéne aiready well listered with the
dead and dying.r'GOLE at the farm house hed his hands full.
During the charge two of his first‘éid men stopped to patch
up thelr comrades and the other wounded men in the field. That
left no one to care for the wounded from the fight which was
still going on up forward., PVI JOHN W, PIKE; a morter man
from Headquaitérs Gompany,‘came in with a wound through his
-shoulder. COLE and SPRECKER bendaged him. PVT TAMES W. EVANS
of Company H came in with a leg broken by a shell burst. FPVT
JOE JIMINEZ of Cempamny E came in with a bullet wound in the
shoulder. COLE and SPRECKER put splints on one man and bands
ages on the others. OCOLE got on the radio and asked Regiment
to "send up all kinds of ammunition, particularly machine gun"
énd also to send along an embulance and any aid men who could

be found.

By now; the Bnginesers had rigged a temporary span at Bridge
Number 2 and had torn awey the jamméd gate at Bridge Number 4.
It was possible for vehicles to come through to the farm house.
COLE was in the court of the farm house wherc he had just fin-
ished splinting EVANS' leg with a plck handle. Next the door
wes a young private from CASSIDY'S Battalion. He had taken off
his shoe and was putting suifa powder on a minor wound in his
heel. COLE said to him: "Get out of hore right now, This is

a dengerous spots" The kid sald: "I want to be safe, Colonel.
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I might get blood poisoning if I don't fix this," As he spoke
the last Word;lha was hit straight on by a flat trajectory mis-
sile which smashed him up against the stone building and dropped

him in & bloody heap on the flagstones.

The ambulance duly arrived, carrying emmunition. There were

no Red Cross vehlcles present and so an ordihary truck had been
rushed to th@ scenegs It bfought emmunition up and took the
wounded back, under fire in both directions. There were S0
many wounded thet they were carried cut double deck; some riding -
in the body of the truck and others in stretchers across the

top. Two jeeps were alse pressed into service.

The truck ambulance returned on ite third trip, bringing a

group of first aid men from FIRST ARMY with it. COLE'S Staff
got back to him. They had been scattered about with the various
elements, GEHAUF, dead beat from his exertions of the two pre-
ceding days and nights, had gone to sleep in a ditch in the
early morning and COLE had decided to let him slecp. He came

" into the CP cursing COLE for leaving him behind. IIEUT RALPH

' A. WATSON, S1, had been back with the radio section. CAPT ED-
WARD .J. BARRETT, S3, had been at the Fourth Bridgo and had then
gone on up the road which wound past the farm house to holp

organize the men.

The Staff collected in one room., COLE wes in the room next

them.wofking on the wounded. A shell— whether it was morhar.
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ADVANCE OF THE FLRST BATTALION

COL CASSIDY and his men had seen the first wounded from Third
Battalion's morning action streaming back along the CAUSEWAY
embankments, but they did not have any clear idea of how the
battle was going around the farm hcusé. CASSIDY suspected that
COLE had probably broken the baok of the enemy resistance but

had spent his own force in so doing.

This impression was gradually dissipated as First Battalion got
in motiom, - Company B came under hesvy fire immediately. It
~was automatic fire and the worst parbt of it ssemed to be coming
from well-concealed positions in the marsh off to the right of
the road. When the lead elements resched Bridge Number 4; the
bullet fire became so thick that “a man could egcarcely raise his
head." (Statement of LIEUT ROBERT ROGERS.) ROGERS had two of
nis machine guns set up on the embankment at Bridge Number 4 and
PUut a traversing fire over the marsh. Still, the fire from the
marsh did not diminish. OCompany B lost 8 men that morning —

5 of them killed~— just in finishing the move across the CAUSE-~
WAY

i

ROGERS led his men forward: he was still thinking that he would
crash them through & thin line of enemy and then march on to
HTLL 30. (His words.) They reached the open field across which
COLE had charged and wers able to deploy over toward the house
without many additional lossses. A&t that point COLE wafned them
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that the house was becoming & target for artillery and mortar
fire and that they had best get on quickly. They did so.

ROGERS found to his amazement that there were oﬁly small frac-
tions of squads from Third Battalion holding‘aﬁyEﬁart cf.the |
ground. §So he disposed his men generallﬁ up along the hedge-
rows to the right of the house and on the far gide of the road
which ran algngsidé the house. He saw that Third Battalion

"had no defensive position" and that he would have to relingquish
- for the time being any idea of advancing beyond-his initial liﬁé
among the hedgerows. (Hls words.) The advance of ﬁhelcompany“
stampeded the small number of enemy who hed comtimied to ciing
to the immediate foreground. They wers pursued bey@nd thé
houses at the crossroads and small groups from the Company kept
on going for several hundred yards farther. LIEUT HDMER J.
COMBS led six men all the way to the railroad track. Meanwhile;
another group of men got a machine gun forward to the orosg-
roads and then searched all of the houses. Imn this party was
PVT REDMOND WELLS who was to conduct himself conspicuously later
in the day. The men found the houses empty, except for a few
French civilians. The group which had gone on to the railroad
track saw Six Germans some distance away, off to thoir left.
They firéd at them. But as thoy themselﬁes wora already beling
fired upon by snipers, their aim was not good, Tho encmy van-
ighed. The group held a council of war, The men wanﬁxito g0
on, hunting for the six enemy. COMBS figqrod he was getting too
far awey from the mein body and led them on back. Thoey stoppe§




at the road and built up a fire line along it, distributing
themselves just in front of the houses and employing the ditch
and hedgerow cover abounding the road. This line—or rather

a part of it-~held until the Battalion was relieved late that
night. It had no moments of quiet. It was counterattacked
mumerous times. On one occasion, it almost completely shatter-
ed and during much of the day was subjected to a contimuing
pressure from 20 yards range. The Germens came back to the

road line almost lmmedimtely after COMBS' sortie, and took up
position in the ditches on the other side of the read, Thers
they were protected by a hlgh brick well, Thus locked with the
enemy and virtually isclated from their own main body, the men
at the forward line on the right maintained themselves by duel-
ling with grenades, and in two instances turning the Gormans
back at the point of the bayonet. They had one machine gun
which was set up initially to fireo diagonelly across the cross-
roads and into the ficld beyond. TFor a timc; this machine gun
position wes able to hold firm. The group, howover, had no line
of communication to the rear. Ono thing holped them. As they
had come forward, they had found a grim tablsau at tho cross-
roads. Set up therse was a Germen machine gun with & dead gun-
nor bechind it. Sprawled soross the gun and the gunner was a
dead Americen parestrooper, He had becn dead many hours but next
his hand were two boxes of Amorican machlne gun emmunition. The
group took this gift along and bofore the morning was out, they

hed noed of it. At first, thore were only a dozon men on the
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forward line. More came as the morning wore on, until at its
strongest the position had‘abﬁuﬁ two-thirds of First Platcon

and 25 men from the Third,

!
The backstop of the right flank nad been set up, however, at
the Number 1 Hedgefow; on the éide of the'hédgeTOW'which faced
toward the orchard. There 5 SGT HARRISON SUMMERS, who on D Day
had given as distinguished account of himself as any soldier

in the American Army, had set up two machine guns, one at the
corner and the other at the rear where it could sweep up the

road,

While these arrangements were golng on; disaster had alrsady
overtaken Company A, The two leading platoons came over the
CAUSEWAY and through Bridge Number ¢ under a heavy shelling by
artillery -and mortar. They lost & few men along the way. Then
they started across the clear field as Compeny B hed done. Ono
of the heaviest conéentrations of shell that day-— mainly mortar
but with some 88 mm mixed in it ~—fell right among bthe men as
they reached the middle of the field. Fifteen men were hit.

The shock scabtered the others in all directionsg and they scram-
bled four weys in search for cover. The deop ditech was dircct-
ly ahead of them. Some jumpod hoad-first into tho water. But
others ran back to Bridge Numboer 4. Tt took 1% hours to got
Itﬁe men togéﬁﬁdf again and up to tho firing linc; the mortar

fire continuing meenwhilo; though in lossor amounts. Third
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FPlatoon (These platoons had only 15-25 men apiece) then
came up, started across the field end gobt caught in the
same meat grinder. This platoon logt § men on the identi-
cal spot and the others scattered, looking for any kind of
cover. But cover was not easy to find by that time; the
more convenient ditches and foxholes were already filled
by the wounded and the stfagglers who had been caught 1in
the backwash of the battle. Company AL had lost & men in
crossing the CAUSEWAY, most of them from bullet fire. That
made it 30 all told before the Company apprciached the fire
line. |

t

It was at about 1100 that this first heavy blow fell on
Company A. The sems barrage had engulfed the farm house
‘where COLE wes sweating out the regulation of his artil-
lery and the finding of his own flanks. The American ar-
tillery was firing toward the reilroad and CARENTAN. This
COLE knew. He knew also that some elements of First Bat-
“talion hed gone on and were working at the hedgerows some-
where beyond. But he did not know how the battle was form-
ing or whether the men forward in the orchard and along
the hedgeEOWS'wére closely engaged. (His statement.) By
now most of the forward line—to call it that is an ex-

aggeration-—was manned by First Battalion, and hetwesn

COLE and CASSIDY on that day there was curiously little
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exchange of irnformation.*

In the long run, it probably wade very little difference. For
First Battalion's role "in the CARENTAN fight was simply to
build up on the ground where Third Batitalion had exhausted it-
self. Without actually relieving Third Battalion, First Bat-
talion took over, got its shoulder in the door, and there be-
came wedged., Such of COLE'S men who wers etill'in the fight
Tilled in along CASSIDY'S defensive line., Nobody reconnoitered
the front in detail-—it wasn't that kind of a day—and COLE
continued to imagine that his men were doing the lion's share
of ths work. After Company 4 had been ripped apart while try=-
ing to move up left of the farm house so as to push the enemy
from the high ground lying west of GARENTAN} five men who had
Jumped forward to seek cover in the ditch picked themselves up
and tried to keep thelr assigmment, They got as far ag the left
" ond of Hodgerow Number 4 whorc they roinforced the leftmost
elemont of Third Battalion-—rfour riflemon and a light machine
gun. At this posiﬁion two successive gunnors had boeon hit by
*This was bucause both commandors, who worc having their flrst
experience with wer, wore prooccupled with what thoy saw dl?OOt-
ly before thom. ILaftor, in talking together with tho Historical
Officer, thoy agrood that this was the caso. COLE end CASSIDY
- worc roommates and had & Demon and Pythias kind of friocndship.
‘COLE rode CASSIDY hard; tho latter, who is a guiot and non-as-
gorbtive Irishman with a gontlo soensce of humor, was able to teke
it. Thoy comsulted almost nono at all during tho battlo. Al-

though CASSIDY'S mon wero spreed protty much over tho genoral
front, he stayed maeinly on the loft and tried to run that part

of tho action,.
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bullsets bouncing..off the gun and hitting them in the face.
They tried to resume fire and did so twice., But both wers
bleeding badly and the gun finalj_y- went out of action because
they grew too weak and there was"r no one to ﬁalce-over. When
CASSIDY 'S men reached the hedge, all four of COLE'S men were
1ying in the diteh, bleeding baq'ly and unable to defand them~
gelves. The newoomers tock up fire positlons behind the hedge.
But the Germen automatic fire from the right swelled tb such
proportions that they ocould not raise their heads to take one
shot, They pulled back before noon, teking the wounded. But
they had reached the most advanced ground'to be held during
the day.

In that time, they hed not seen a single enemy, and indead,
this wag oharacteristic of the whole day's fighting. It was
like fighting an army of phantoms, the men said. (4ll of these

NATURE OF THE BATTLE details were supplied by numerous

witnesses during the oritigue.)

Keeping well covered, the Germans advanced along the perpen-

dicular hedgerows and dit‘ohes, then moved te the flank on the
inside of the hedgerows which ran at right angles to the road.
They understood this menner of advarnce vory well and rataly
oxposed more than a shoulder or tho tip of a nelmet. The men
of BOSND know thet a new line of fire had been bullt up op-
posite them only from tho rising rattle of the guns. Many of

them fought all day and saw no one. In fact, two-thirds of
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COLE'S men who wers under fire arcund the farm house saw Ger-

mans only after the Germans hsd become corpses. (This was by
count at the critique.) . They fought on, pouring their small
arms snd maohihé fira at the hedgerows;‘hoping that volume of
Tire elone would keep the enemy back, In this work the rifle
was their most useful weayon. (Their_statement.) Only 13 could
remember having made some use of ﬁhe grenade; only & were cer-
tain that they had killed any of the enemy with it. More by
accident than by design; about 10 of them c¢losed with one or
two of the enemy in the scurrying around the hedgerows and used

their-bayoneté.

Too, the serambling whioh had resulted from the manner in which
the two battalions were committed was made worse by the geo-
metric pattern of the countryside. The fields in this part of

‘NATURE OF THE CROUND NORMANDY are sometimes square, some

oblong and scome triangular in shape,

and of varying size. Their outline, rather then the rise and

fall of ground, determined the lines of edvance and of resist-
ance, The units had to accommodate Ehemselves tactically to
the situation as they found 1t. Large units could not remain
together as a.group; and for the same reason; could not be put
forward as a group. To greatly incrsase the strength along any
one stretch of hédge was to multiply the ohance that a number
of meh Would be killed. ©Snmall groups, ﬁoving out on separate

missions, sometimcs advanced on converging lines, or returned




B o o T oo AR A O ..,(A.,.-. i 18] ¥y iy 0 A 1 e T
3 A e b S e 2 30 o e e S A s i

from & completed mission to find their companions gone, then
Joined another group. Eéch company lost some of its number to
the ditches and other cover as the advance continued under fire.
When these stragglers were rounded up ang put into action by a

passing officer or non-com, they included men of every company.

The weakness of the general position, as COLE and CASSIDY both
realized (They discussed this with the Historical Officer on
three different ooccasions) wes that it had no resr. As the dif-

COMMAND WORRIES fusion of the asgsault forces ln-

creased, any chance for organization
which would allow for & local reserve was swallowed up. There
was nothing to fell baock upon. If the front cracked,; those wﬁo
were still on two legs would have to relreat baok over the CAUSE-
way, iTheir statements.) CAPT ROSEMOND, who was trying to di-
rect the support artillery from the second story of the farnm
house, was being plagusd by the hedgerows., They blamked out
the fields so that he couldn't see whers the shells were fall-
ing. So he had to sense and regulate in the manner of "jungle
warfare" ——judging by the sound whether he weas getting the shells
in where he wanted them., COLE wanted more delay firc— some-
thing that would got into tho ground at tho baso of the hodges
and root the Germans out of thoir holes. Ho folt thet too muoh
of the stuff wasg wasting in ailr. Howover, tho swmunition supply
didn't allow for it. What botherod both men oven morc during

the morning hours was the absenco of communications. ROSEMOND'S
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radio operator had gone down in the same ditch where CPEE had
taken hls bath and the set had been drowned out. That deprived
them of all contact with the batteries. Artillery fire was
bresking around the house at the time and ROSEMOND wesn't sure
whether it was his own or snemy fire. About 2% hours after he
had taken his post, thé first truck ambulance arrived, bringing
ammunition. Aboard it wes an SCR609. ROSEMOND took the cryse
tals out of his dead radio and put them in the 609. From noon-
time on for several hours; he did his forward observer's work
without a hitch. That should have been LIEUT SPRUEL'S work but
SPRUEL had been killed in the charge across the field with COLE,
SPRUEL had had a hunch about it. He said to ROSEMOND as he
arose to jump off: "Well, T didn’'t went to go back %o England;
anyway. They'd just glve us ancthsr reining sohedule." (A11

of this statement came from ROSEMOND.)

But until the sun stood high; neither Battelicn had gotten enough
Teel of the enemy to be sure whether he intended to stand end
fight or to out and run. During the first heavy blaze of artil-
lery and mortar fire which broke over the American front 1n mid~
morning, the rattle of the burp guns had crept closer and the

men had said to one another: "Thoyfre coming now.” Machine guns
from far over to the West of the CARENTAN road had put Bridge
Number 4 under heavy fire and enveloped the aree immediately
south of it. First Squad, Third Platoon of Company H lost 6 men
in less than 10 minutes while they were lying in the ditches;

the men said later that more of their comrades died in ditches
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thet day than died going forward. (At the critique.) 4 man
from Company G had a mortar shell land almost on his head as he
lay flat in a ditch with arms oubt-stretched. It wrapped the

helmet around his skull and he had to crawl te a medico to have

it pried loose.

SIMMONS had sent 8 men up beyond the first farm house on the
righthand side of the winding road. Three were hit by mortar
fire. The others jumped into a water-filled ditch. The bullet

fire above the ditch was such that they lay submerged for more

than an hour,

But this, too, passed and a lull held the front.
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AMONG THE CABBAGES

What caused the break in the morning aetion is not known for
certain though it may have had its source in certain moves which
at'this hour, unknown to the two Battalions; wers taking place
in the higher headquarters of both camps. But 1t was the great-
est boon that came to the 502ND REGIMENT all day, for it enabled
Firgt Battalion, whieh up till this moment had not been able to

teke hold firmly, to complete its defensive arrangements.

Go@pany C came forward and moved to ground just ahead of Hedge~
row Number 8 and along the main highway. The deep ditch which
forms the boundary of the fleld between the CARENTAN road and
the farm house turns about even with the Number 2 Hedgerow and
the stream flows under the rcad and through a cul#art. Beyond
the ditch at this point and extending almost to Number 3 Hedge-
row wags & large cabbage patch. This patch was 1o become the
pivot of First Battallion defense along the left flank. OCompany
C moved up among the forwﬁrd cabbages. There its rifles and

machine guns were positioned so &s to put a flanking fire on

the Germans as they crept down the far side of Hodgerow Number 3,

or with equal facility, to pour a frontsl fire on the enemy as

they ceme down the inside ditch and the hedgerow paralleling tho
main road. .Gompany A's lino was built up along the roar of this

one, teking in the base of the cabbage pateh south of the diteh.

From this ground the company could fire toward the top of the

orchard and ageinst Hedgerow Number %, The lins extendod across
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the road and past the culvert so that the machine guns stationed

there could fire frontally against the Germans coming down the
ditoh on the outside of the road. These wers to become the
lines along which the enemy was to press his further attacks.

The attacks varied hardly et all throughout the hours of the

afternoon.

In all of this, however, was a large element of luck. For in-
sofar as First Battalion was ooncerned; the decislve character
of the cabbage patch had not been carefully estimated. (The
statement of CASSIDY and his officers,) The men spread them-
gelves among the cabbages because the plants themselves pro-
vided falr concealment, They dld not realize at first that this
plot of ground was a hub covering the enemy's axial lines of
advance. CASSIDY had been over to COLE and they had discussed
where Flrst Battalion might find room to dispose its upcoming
platoons so that they would have some usefulness in the event
of a counterattack. They agreed that the area next the CAREN-
TAN road was the least lightly manned aﬁd the most vulnerable
sector of the front at the moment. 8So the platoons were told
to go that way and the men took up thelr positions among the

oabbages. (Statoments of COLE and CASSIDY.)

While tho two companies were fixing themselves on this ground,
TIEUT W. A, SWANSON and SGT JAY SCHENK of Company C, SGT STAN-
iEY CZARNTCK of Headquarters Company and two machine gunners

from Compeny G (unidentifiable) took adventage of the respite
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Trom mortar fire to go up to the main road to the house which
was on the left side of the roed. The house was just a little : H
beyond Hedgerow Number 4, They saw Germans in the next house. !;
The Germans saw them at the same time and engaged them with

rifles and machine pistols. Two Germans were hit by machine

.gun fire. OZARNICK then got hit in the face by a bullet from a °
machine pistol and he started back for a dressing. The machine
gun ran out of ammnition. (Tt was 1145.) SWANSON decided
he'd better fall back. The situation; insofar ag the enemy
infantry were concerned, was quiet, ,SWANSON had seen no enemy
activity off toward his right. But while ne was retracing his
steps lhe saw Germans moving along Hedgerows Number 3. am 4 to-
ward the road. IIEUT GEORGE R. CODY, who was then in the cab~
bage patoh, could look ahead and see these same activlities. No
one was Tiring at the enemy during this time and it mystified
SWANSON, | |

SGT ODOM, who had got up to this same forward ground early in

the morning, oontimued to hold it with his two men after knock~ |
ing out the enemy machine gun. He had been thore when SWANSON
came up and he remained there after SWANSON withdrew. But he
could not see what was happening to the SWANSON group hecauss,

though they were spaced only a few yards apert, a hedgerow in-

tervened. However, PVI ALLEN C, MG LEAN of Company G had heen e
koeping a solitery post in this samo field botween the roaed end

the house. Not far from him, altb_dugh MC LEAN did not know
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1t, were CFL LEROY DRUMMOND of Company H and & small graup of men
from First Battalion, DRUMMOND had stopped in the field to
help a wounded comrade, PVT CLAUDE F. FLETCHER, who had been

hit in the stomach by a shell frégmsnt. After getting FLETCHER
to the road he met the First Battalion men who were coming along.
- By now, SWAl\TSON_and the mechine gunners had already beguun their
retrograde move. As PVT MC LEAN saw it, a few German grenades
had fallen among SWANSON'S men and while no real hurt hed been
done to them it guickened their belief ‘thﬁt & lack of machine
gun ammunition argued for a slight withdrawal., DRUMMOND and the
others saw the Germens coming down the hedgerow on the right of
the road. It looked like thers were 30 or 40 of them. The
group figuréd it was time to move back. They withdrew careful~-
1y, not running or exposing themselves. At the position w‘here
ODOM had grenaded the German gunners early in the morning; they
found an American machine gun set up. The sight of the gun en;-
couraged them. DREUMMOND and three riflemen from First Battalion
and onc machine gunner thersupon decidod to make a stand, They
put down a line of firc on the men moving along the hodgerow',
killed a few of them and forcod the others to deploy and then
withdrew. |

During these actions SGT ODOM and his two men stayed right where

thoy were in the forward ground.

Well over to the right of the Rogimental front, PVD ROBERT I.

BOYCE and about five other riflomon movod up tho road past the
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, right-hand corner of the farm house. They éaw & Germen machine
gun‘ squad coming down the road. Two women were marching in |
front of the squad. 4t first they thought the Germans intended
& surrender. Then one man of the party saw that two of the
enemy were lugging the gun and he yelled to the others that it -
was a trap. They shot into the group and killed two of the Ger-
mans. The Americans had gone to ground as they fired. The

women ran, but where they dissppeared, no one noticed.

SIMMONS' men who had been in the water~filled ditoh finally
worked off flankward toward the RIVER MADELEINE. They reached
- 1ts bank just in time to see two squads of Germans pull out of
a dugout and flop into position behind a hedgerow. The two
Squads poured so much fire toward the Ameriocan party —rifle
fire supported by one meichiné plstol—that the men had to get
down into the water againr. Having spent one hour in the water

of the dltch, they spent another hour in the water of tho river.

SWANSON in the meantime hed gone on a sighi-sesing tour. He
hed made onse prior trip to reconnciter the situation on the ex-
Preme right where THdNE’SON and the others wore flghting at the
erossroads. Ho sgain moved forward to sec .how things were go-
ing thoreo. But boforc he over rcached THOMPSON ho bumpod bodily
into a group of Gormans who came from bohind a hedgoerow. Thoy
grabbod him and blindfoldod him and hold him for an hour. Then

they turnad him loose end he returned to his own ldines.

A1l of this mystified LIFUT SWANJON very much,
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ONE MOMENT OF ROUT

The enemy infentry had been pressing their only strong counter-
attack of the morning.‘ SWAN_SON had seen their right flank come
on along Hedgerow Number 4 as he had walked@ back along the CAR-
-~ ENTAN road but he had moved on before the two forces opened
fire. DRUMMOND and his men had turned back the attack on the
right flank without knowing that this was part of a general en-
gagement, But the fight had flamed along =ll the hedgerows

and through the orechard., Firing machine plstols and fifleS, the
enemy moved straight along the hedge bordering the orchard to-

ward the two machlne guns commanded by SGT SUMMERS.

LIEUT CLARENCE A. THOMPSON, JP, was moving along Hedgerow Number
& trying to round up some men. There were two or three 502ND
riflemen near him. They began to feel the heat of the German
fire as the enemy came on through the orchard. SGT WILLIAM A.
GRANT was hit in the arm and ran toward the Tarm house to get
first aid, The other men, seeing GRANT go, moved out fast along
Hedgerow NMumbsr 2 toward the highway. They had not scen tho
bullet hit GRANT but they had socen him run, =snd they tock alarm
and followed him. (This was detormined at tho critique but it
was agreed that in view of the circumstarices tho names of the

mon would not be entered in the rocord.) THOMPSON, soolng his

men run, took out after them.

LTEUT ROGERS, who was at the hodgerow noxt tho housc, heard the
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ory 88 1t passed along: "The order is to withdraw.” The word
passed from man to man: "Withdraw! Withdraw!® . Then an officer
repeated 1t. "Don't say that unless you're sure!" ROGERS yel-
led at him. The officer stayed at his post and was shot dead.

by a German bullet a few seconds later.

The rift ut Hudgerow Number 2 dropped the weight of the attack
squarely on SUMMERS' two guns, Fire from bhe enemy's burp guns
ripped the trees and cut the ground all around the gunners.
They gave back everything they had, raking the Orchard Hedge—
row and fedgerow Number 2 with steady fire. After closing to
within 80 yards of the gun, the Germans faded back. It is not
too much to say that the salvation of the position turned on
the offectiveness of SUMMERS'! fire at that moment, ooupled with
the courage of the few riflemen from Compeny B who supported

him.

For what TIHOMESON and HOGERS hed feared most had happened on the
left, The sudden run by the three men along the MNumber 2 Hedge-
row end the cries of "Wlthdraw!"™ brought panic to the stragglers
and the woundod who were lying in the fields and ditches to the
rear of the cabbage patch., They arose on all sides and ran to-
ward Bridge Number 4, Thore they were stopped and turned back

by a small group of supply end commnicatlons officers and non-
ooms. This retroast was not even felt in the cabbage pateh; the

men wore too busily Gngagﬁd in firing at the enemy to know that

it had takon placa.
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COLE, Wwho was still directing the battle from the farm house,
did not know there Iiad been a breach on his front. But of &
sudden he felt g vague uneasiness. He thought from the way
that the enemy fire was building up and from the prolonged rat-
tle of hils own machine guns thet the Germans were counterattack-

ing. K2 asked for more artlliery.

It was differ'ar}t with PVT ALLEN T. EMERY of Third Battallon,
Headguarters Company. He wzis in the hedgerow Jjust beyond the
house. The men who had been with THOMPSON werse a little to the
left in the hedgerow Jjust forward of EMERY, He sensed nothing
unusual until he heard a ery: "The Germans are countesrattacking.
Get behind the bridge!" He heard several men yell it. Then he
saw men from First Battallion come running back. At First they
were not running rapidly but at e kind of slow trot, as if

doubtful whesther they were doing the right thing.

EMERY, end PVT ZUGENE W. SAVER of Company H who was with him,
watched them go. Some of the Flrst ﬁattalion men were firing

as they fell back, EMERY and SAVER jumped in a foxhole to keep
out of the line of fire. In the héle they found a large bag of
food — sausage, butter, bread, snd fudge —and they proceeded to
eat 1t while they peered out of the foxhole and watched the Flrat
Battallion men stream back to the bridge. Mortar fire had been
falling spasmodically all along the line. Then it ocame quite
suddenly in large and persistent doses. 'I‘herla was a plek-up in

machine gun fire also Trom the hedgerows. Belng in the foxh
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EMERY and SAVER saw no Germans. They dldn't believe that any

were coming and they kept on eating and wondering why the others

had fallen back to the bridge.

They thovght that the fudge was very good.
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THE TRUCE

Noon was a few minuteg gone when Regiment sent word by radio

that all hands were to cease firing: The enemy wanted a truce.
COLE dispatched runners to ﬁell the men that they were to hold
their positions but that all hostile activities along the front o

were to cease.

Some of the groups never received this order. The men had taken
cover rin such a scattered way that it was impossiblie to circu-
late any message completely. SWANSON wandered right through the
early part of this truce without hearing about it. That was
how he happened to be captured when he blundered into an ensmy
position and how he happened later to be released without any

explanation.

The men on the right who had established the forward line near
the crossrcads heard nothing about the noon time truce, So far
ag bhey knew, the war was still going on. They had no radioc nor
were any runners getting up to them., Far off on tieir leflt,
they could see the CGermans moving around and concentrating to-
ward them with more freedom than before but they had no aware-
ness that the fmerican left had suddenly gquieted. The Germans
who were behind the well opposite them were still carrying on
the fighting with psrcusslon grenades, machine pistols and a few
rifle grenades, They'replied tc this fire as best they could
but thej;r were having to hoard the last of their ammunitic_»n. The

frae movement of the Germans up ahead of them during this ganeral'
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respite was something they could not o.urb in any case. The road
curved sharply beyond the 1ntersection. : That, and the inter-
vention of the hedgerows, made futile any fire toward the left

Tlank. The men there simply sweated out the German re-grouping

and wondered what was happening,

Elsewhere, among the men whe knew what it was all about, the

Teeling was general that the Germans werigj, using the truce to

-strengthen thelr small arms fire positions. They were sure the

enently would come on more strongly than ever if the truce failed.
A1l of the men felt this (Determined at the critique) but there
were only e few of them who saw any movement among the Germans
and thess few gaw little which could really support thelr sus-
picions. Rather than the tangibles of sight and sound, it was
the difference in the volume of powei' in the German bulld-up
before and after the battle which convinoed them that the Ger-

mens had abused the truce,

Among the men, rumor ran like wild-fire. Along the road some-
one yelled: "They've surrendered.® Amnother story went the rounds;
"We have captured & Germen field mershel.” However, those who
figured that they were through fighting for the day send that

the battle was over, were in a small 111ino;ity. The majority had
only a limited ides of the truce. They thought it had been cal-
led to permit them to remove the dead and cere Tor the wounded.
These things, they proceeded to do, The impression was strenth-

ocned a few minutes after the "Cease firing!" order came through.
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An pmerican officer with a Red Cross flag came across Bridge
Number 4 behind two Germans who were bearing white flags and
took the road into CARWNTAN, However, MAT DOUGLAS T. DAVIDSON,
MG, the Regluental Surgeon, was acting &s a direct agent of the

Divislon Cormander to ask whether the CGermans were ready to
vield CARENTAN,

His mission failed. The militery commsnder in CARENTAN wouldn't
See him. Nothing came of the truce except that the men got one
hour's rest. There was occasional firing by riflemen and mortar
men from both sides during the lull, coming epparently from out-
posts which hedn't received the order. One German macliine pistol
men in the forward hedgerows broke the silence with a few rounds.
A few riflemen joined him and others answered him. Fhegiment
heard these sounds and called COLE to ask who was Tiring. Upon
being told that the enemy was guiity, legiment replied: "'Doﬁ't

let our men fire excepd in self defense.”

During the truce all of the wounded were taken to the rear ex-
cept six who were behind Bridge Number 4. A& chaplain came up
into the forward ground, collected about 30 of the casualties

snd started them out.

MaT DAVIDSON got hack to his own lines about 1300. The men
didn't see him return. But they didn't need to be told that he
was back. As he crossed Bridge Number 4 on his way to the Regl-

mental CP, the Germens cut lcose with everybhing—rifle fire,
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mechine guns, mortars, and artillefy~*—in what was by faxr the

most intense concentration of the day.

It fell with power and Drecision over the eﬁtire area held by
both battalions, and casualtiss mounted all up and down the line.
COLE called Regiment and asked for permission to return the fire.
He was told to wait: as far as Regiment knew, DAVIDSON had not
returned. COLE waited. Then he called again. Regiment was
still hesitating. It had not received official notice that the
truce was ended. Just then a shell hit the farm house directly
above COLE'S head. "Listen to thaet!” COLE said: *"How about me

telling my men to fire?" They again told him to walt.

411 of this, however, wes slightly beside the point. The men of
the two battalions were already bsaring down with every weapon
they had., When the Germens had opened fire, the men had taken
the situation into their own hands and the belated order from

Regiment to resume fire wasn't even passed on to the men by COLE.

There was a little moral sag when the fighting started: The men
hed relaxed during the truce. But they hadu't expected too ruch
of it. OIIMONS heard one of his men say: "Well if the bastards
won't surrender we'll fight it out with them.'"™

*ROSEMOND 'S statement was: "I am certain that the enemy care-
fully prepared an artillery attack during the trucev Tt was the
heaviest ghelling they geve us at any time and quite well regu-

lated.,” The men along the hedges agresd unanimously that this
was the most destructive fire they Tfelt during the day.
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THE AFTERNCON

- The affernoon batble wore on mioh ag the morning Fight had dome
though to the men on the fighting line it seemed to have a more
deadly monotone, (This simply sums up many things which they
had to sey during the ocritique about their nervous reaction to
the combat.) In the morning the enemy had acted indecisively_;

as 1f not certain whether to fight or retire. Iz the hours which
f_ollowecl the truce, there could be no doubt that the Germans in-
tended to either drive 502ND REGIMENT vack across the G..AU'SIL‘V‘J.AY

Qr annihilate the two battalions on the ground around the farm.

ALl offengive vigor by this time had besn spent in the American
| force, That was almost as true of the indj._viduals; taken one by
one, as of the units, In COLE'S battalion, the last resldue

of offensive dagh had been exhausted during the charge acrogs
the fleld and the brief advance into the orchard snd the first
few hedgerows beyond. OCASSIDY'S men had bécome so spread over
the wide front that the separate groups could no longer feel the
strength of the larger unity. For both battalions, therefore,
the afternoon was a period of grim holding om. The volume of
German fire roge steadily, and the paratroopers felt agein the
pressure of an invieible ené&émy who revealed himself only through

the swelling of sound as his mechanisms pushed nearer.

PYT PETER P. DUNSKY of Company H spcke for the men all along the
1ine when he said: "We had to play it by sar. When we heard

rifles and mechine pistols fire at us from 200 yards away for
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1r :
ha an bhour, then from 100 yards, then from 50 yards, we Xnew

they were ocoming that much closer to ﬁs, The B-r-r-r-r sound
of the machine guns woula double.,.l_then‘treble in volung —not
more shots, but more sound, We could hedr them workiné the

bolts of their rifles. We could hesr thelr cartridge shells

rattle. 4nd the nearer they ceme to us, the more accurate they

bacams .

Up at the crossroads on the right flank, the on—fali was swift
and furious when the truce ended. The Germans swept in force
aroqnd and within the curved line of the American position,
throwing rifle, machine pistol, grenade and mortar fire ahead
of them as they .orept elong the hedgerows. They got to the
erossroads and from the ditches and trees just beyond the Inter-
gection they poured sutometic fire into the ground beyond the
road in great volume. The %5 men from First Battalion who were
situated there had to bi-eali back precipitately. There is a
place near the farm house where a long man-made inlet from the
marsh and river gets almost to the roadwsy. They fell back to
that neck of land and set up & new defensive line. So far as
they lcnewl,‘ the whole detachment on the right had been forced

to meke thig withdrawal.

But théy were wrong about it. Seven men on the extreme right
had stuck it. . They continued to stick-—a 1ittle island of re~

@3 stance which lasted throughout the day.
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Hour after hour, the Germans pressed on through the orchard and
along the abounding hedgerowsi. About 10 men from Company B had
taken position along Hedgerow fomber 2 next a smell detachment

from Company H. The fire from thse flank found them. Seven men
from Company B were hit by bullets and the others qult the hedge-

row 1n order to helyp their wounded back.

411 that. saved the Americens wag that the enemy did not have a
sufficlent artillery. There were rot mores than two guns. (Both
of them were 88s according to CAPT ROSEMOND.) After firing 6 or
7 rounds; each gun would bresk off for & while. The mortars
never let up. They had the range end they stayed on iti This
was just as true of the automatic weapons. After the men from
Company B had fallen back from the Mumber 2 Hedgerow, ths 10

men from Company H stayed on, holding it by themselves. They
were on the north side of the hedge in one spot and the Germans
held the rest of the hedge on the other side. Nelther group
could get immediately at the othexr because of the thickness of

the hedge.. But they grenaded each other.

The enemy kept coming. SGT SUMMERS' number 2 gun at the front
of the last hedgerow was knocked out and the three crsw members

were killed., The right hend gun kept on firing down the road.

Probably the interdlctory effect of this fire helped save the
7 men who were lsolated in ths forward position on the right.
PVI WILLTAM J. BURT, who was on the gun, hed no idea that there

were any Compexny B men up shead. But to him, firing along the




roed seemed like a good idea at the time. (BURI'S own expla-

nation.)

Thé 7 men——PVPS LUTHER DAVIS, JAMES PARHAM, BUKTON PECIT, JOHN
KCKRUGGA, ANTHONY FOGLIA, WELLS and SGT TED KAUS ——had watched
their originel numbers dwindle steadily . COMBS had been hit.
Fifteen others had been wounded and thres kiiled in the forward
line.

Late in the afterncon, PVT WELLS, who was the acting squad
leader, got a bullet in the shoulder. I think that's about
enough, " WELLS said to the cthers. "Leave me hore. The rest

of you had better drop ‘;:)aclc to the next hedgorow." Hls comrades
sald nothing., They Just looked at him and shook their heads.
The grenads battle went on. The 7 men were still holding out
when the Americen barrege came over and the Germans [eded back.
The closest shells were within 25 yards of them and some fell

behind their flark. They were glad to See 1t.

Twenty-?eigllt men had been helping SULRIERS and ROGERS hold the
ground around the machine gun positilion at the farm house. Twelve
remained in the fight. The others were dend or wounded, nostly

from bullet fire.

Company C and what remained of Company A hod had almost no hedge-
Tow maneuvering to do. In the cabbage pateh, where they had
been disposed during the late morning,, they held thelr ground

for more than & hours asgainst ell enemy counterattacks. They
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were in pretty solid. Alone among the units which had distri-

buted over the front, they had maintained & semblance of their
taotical orgenization, This was a marked adventasse. The men
knew one another and knew their leaders. Company A had about
30 men with thres mschine guns among the cabbages. Company O's
strength was a little less, They toolk losses from Germen fire
throughout the afternoon but as evening came on they were the
weaker by omly about 20 meh. There wag enough fire powsr dls-

tributed through the cabbege pateh that the flank never faltered.

Nor wes the posltion ever dented. In the Tirst CGermen on-fall

which followed the truce, the enemy came rigiht on down the hedge-.-”f_

rows, moving in parsllel lines toward these two compenies on the

American left.. At the same time, other enemy riflemén came
crawling along the diteh on the outside of the road. These
lines of advance were contimied taroughout the afternocon. Bach
attack had the same pattern. Though toward the close of the
action the Germens had trouble coming forward because they were

obastructed by the bodieg of thelr ovm doad, the mechine guns

covering the ditches were atill cutting down enemy riflemen with-
in 25 feet of their own muzzles. {This stetement is attested by -

gunners and those who were around them.) From both sides of the -

culvert the machine guns coversd Lthe two parallel ditohes. PFCS';

CHARLES I. RODERICK and FRANKLIN #. CAWTHON on the right hand

ditoh kept their gun going & hours, KODERICK got a hitv on the =

operating handle while hils gun was firding. It drove a piece af
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the handle through his shoulder but hg refused to be evacuated.
PVT LERO C. NICCLAI and P¥C ALFRID %f FITZSIMMONS stayed on
the lelft hend gun. They fired usu&}i& in bursfs of 6 or 7.
It took a lot of ammunibion, They ééﬁﬁted 10 derman dead with-
in 85 yards of thelr gun when the aé%ion olosed. The banks of
the dltch were irregular and thess eneny ﬁere able to crawl

almost to the gun position before NICOLAT ceuld got a clear
shot at them,

Through most of the afternoon the CARENTAN road could not be
travelled aa far as the culvert by either jeeps or men cérrying
ammunition, such was the intensity of the fire. To the rear of
the guns, the ditches were so fully clogged with wounded that
ampunition earriers could not come forward over their bodies.
Yebt one of thess hardships compensated for the others. DMen —
the woundod, the faltering and all of those who for one reason
or another could no longer face the fire—were strung out
along tio ditehes and mlong the CAUSEWSY for more than a mile
on hoth sides of the road. These two chains of battered human
beings sarved as a noving belt. Aumunition boxes wers given
into one palr of hands back beyond the CAUSTWAY. They passed
through hundreds of hands cn the way up. DBut always, they

name along. ‘The wounded would crawl thé‘three or four yards
which might be necessary to get the up-coming ammnition and

thon crawl back to pass it to the next man up the line.

The acotjestion at the road got worse &3 ths afternoon yvielded
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more wounded who tock cover in t%he aitcheé. As their mumbeTs
“inoreased, the need grew for new hands at the fromt. Some of
these men, rounded up by offlcers ané nen~coms working the Trear,
were stalled in the ditches as they tfiea to come up. SGT
CHARLES R. DEROSE, who hed stepped in & hole and broken his leg
just as he got up to Company A's position, stood up in the seme
hols on the broken leg for 4 hours and served as a traffic di-
rector. He shuttled the wounded back and he urged the able men

on toward the calbbage patch.

To all who witnessed, he was one of the most splandid.figﬁres
of the day. But the Germans had his number on one particular

shell,
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CRISIS

The hour wes about 1800, In the farm hpuse ROSEMOND stood at
the second story window for a few momenﬁ;s looking out over the
hedgerows. CCLE joined him there, He ‘noted the pitifully scant
numbers cof his men around the houée anci along the first two
hedgerows. They wers firing as rapidly as they could. Compared
with the velume of sound from the cloge-up enemy bullet fire,
hlowever, the sound of his own pileces gsemed to COLE like a dy-
~ing rattle. (COLE said that it was the relative noise from the
two fire lines which convincsd him thet he was beaten.) He knew

Then that his line was cracked.

Crawling alotg the inside of the hedge, CAPT SIMMONG mede a last
trip up to carry ammnition to the 10 men who were holding out

along Hedgerow Number &, Their machine gun was ja.mméd and they

wore engaging only with rifles and grenades. SIMMONS then came -

baok and with & handful of men eround him built up a line of re-

glstance in the last heageréw next the house. They figured this '

was the final reserve. If the Germans got through the second
hedge and the men there had te fall bacik from the last field,

they could at least be covered during the withdrawal.

There was ho longer any attempt to evacuats the wounded. They
movead baclc along the ditches if they could crawl., If they

couldn't, they stayed where they had been hit. The few remain- .

ing ald men tried to Qare for these cases on the spot after getv-."_
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18 WP to them through the ditches. So close joined had become
e bl ] et battle that the litters could not be brought up past
ldegze INumber 4. '

COLE and ROSEMOND, straining their syes toward the sastward,
Seemed now that the play was ended. They could ses nothing -
tlre eonemy but they could feel his presence all around them.
fle £ 3ire was buffeting the house from two sides and kuocking
ites T rom the roof above their heads. They said nothing.

3y S imply nodded their agresment to one another thet the fight
l been lost. (Their own description.) In ROSEMOND'S mind
re was a guestion whether it would be best to stay and go

m FIighting or try to retreat over the CAUSEWAY with all the
zard that such a rebreat entailed, He sald a prayer. (His

1 words.) In COLE'S mind theore was ho guestion at all. He
jurred that his men had already "fought to tha last" and that .
had 1o right to ask any more of them. He btelieved it was his
y Lo pull out. He declded that in pulling out; he would

we his wounded. There were 5 or 6 of them in the housa. He
4 the first aid men that if a withdrawal was ordered, they

v 1ot to encumber themselves.

1630, he talked by radio to LIEUT COL ALLEN W. GINDER, the
imental Executi.ve. GOI};J told him he'd had enough for the
. He said thab he thought the Regiment had bebber get set
rearward go thdt the forward battalions could be covered when

y withdrew. He asked that the Second Battallion build up a
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fire position on the dyke behind the MADELEINE anﬁ along the

righthand side of the highway so that a fire soreen could be put.

around the Tfarm house when the app:;;opriate moment came, He ask-
ed also for the artillery to get zf:eacly with smoke So that they
could put down a curtsin around the farm and the highway area

when the battalions began to funnel back into the CAUSEWAY.

But after he had given GINDIR the}‘se forewarnings, he marked time -

for e wialle and walted for a further sign that the battle was
turning more redically against him. STOPK&, moving around the
farm house to watch the fighting, could hear the Germans wqu—
ing their rifle bolts in the hedgerows, He sald to COLE: "It

ig getting God-damn hot."

There were few local arrangements for the withdrawsl, COLE
. thought the best thing was to get out as fast as possible. He
told STOPKA to regulate the movement on the right whilse he, COLE,

book it in the oemter. GAPT JAMRS H. HATCH of First Battalion

would do the same on the left.

One last chance remained. That was bhe Amesrican artillery. B_ixt"
ROSEMOND'S radio was jammed, The men had been working ‘over it
franticall‘y but were getting only German jaiming., (ROSEMOND'S
words.) What was coming over from the guns vas insuffiéient..i‘xi_

gquantity and too far from our lines to turn the enemy back. R

ROSENOND knew that the situation reguired everything the artil_‘—”

. lery could give 1t, planted just as close to the farm house &.sf_




possible. He got through at last to CAPT CHARLES ALDRICH at the

!
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artillery CP. As he made contact, COLE said to him: "Ef this
don't work we'll get the hell out of here right mnow." ROSEMOND

told ALDRICH what he wanted., ALDRICH replied: "We're almoat out
of emmunition.” ROSEMOND said: "EE‘or God's sake get somel®
.(These quotations are made exactly from the recollesctions of
the officers concerned,) lROSEMOND' was pleading with him as a
man pleads for his 1life ®Get 1t!" “We must have it!" ALDRICH
drew back for Just a moment to meke further inquiries. Then

he returned ﬁo.the instrument and seid to ROSEMOND: “Fresh sup-
plies of ammunition are ju.stﬁ now coming into the battery po-

sitions,¥ -

The shells came over et last and they sounded llke sweet music,
During most of the dey only two battalions had been -firing in
direct suppert of the farm position. This time every gun witli: :
in the command was brought to bear. Without aslcirig, COLE what,

he wanted, ROSEMOND pulled the fire back so olose that it was

just arching over the farm house roof and falling in the field

heyond.

Por some few who had survived the battle thus far, 1t was too
close. SQGT DEROSE was still standing in the hole next the road-
way, leg broken; doing his duty. Ile saw a shell land &5 fe_e.t
in front of him. He said to those around him: "The next one will |
fall here."  (Three survivers hesard him say this,) Dut he com-

tinued to stand thers, waving the men on. The next shell landed'
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within 5 yards of him end blew him apert. LIFUT FRANK MAGRIE,
already in a dying condition from & bullet wound, was also kil-
led by the burst. SWANSON end CODY escaped death by a few feet.

They heard & whistle and they dove head first into the water~
£illed ditech.

The men of Compeny A talked about these things afterwﬁrd but
they did not have the usual reaction of infantrymen who have
logt men through their oum artiilery fire. "We lost good men
but we had to heve that fire." one of them said, and the others
agreed. They had seen the last onslaught as the Germans came
down Hedgerow Number 2 and the hedgerow hordering t.he orchard
ané gtarted to close on the house from both sides. They knew

88 clearly'as COLE how olose a thing it was.

The barrage lasted not more than 5 minutes, The infantrymen

who heard the shells go over and saw then explods along the

line later described the fire gratefully as "very intense”. In
fect, however, the fields and the hedserows were not mueh knook-
ed about, and a day or so afterward one could walk about through _
this ground end scarcely notice & sign of a shelling. But the |
explosions took encugh of the advancing German infantry to' ‘burn__.
the tide of battle. When .the Arneriean guns ceased fire, COLE |
listened carefully. What he heard told him that the crisis had
passed, There was eneny Iire—bullet flre——still beating

around the farm house; But the volume no longer sounded owmi-

nous. ROSEMOND also listened and got the same idea. They walt«
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ed 8, 10 minutes. The recession continued. They could still

hear the crackle of small arms firse. Only it sounded now ag

if the pieces had been muted. The enenmy i‘ngchine gunsg wers mov-

ing southward,
“Listen to it!" COLE said to ROSEMOND. "Just listen to it!"

COLE went outside and sent about 10 men up to the field which
lay well beyond the farm house between the road end the MADE-
LEINE. They moved on as far as the cross.roads. Four Germans
came out of the woods sh.outing "Kamerad®™. But they still held
their arms. Two men of Company H hed been killed by this seme

trick within a few mndred feet of the same spot earlier in the

day. &So the patrol shot into theam, Two went down aund the other

two jump=ad back into the woods. Otherwiue the patreol foumd

nothing but 4238 Germang. They came bear: and reported 1t.

COLE sent a scoond force of 25 men undxr LIBUT GEORCGE H. (RATT
and 2ND LIEUT (CRGE E, BEAN, both of Company G, to prowl the

orchard. They crosged the first field 1n a skirmish line -~—a

gseratch force drawn from all four companies, Tlere was no Ger-

- man fire, However, the advancing line continued to fire into

the base of the lLedgerow as it went forward. The second ledge—

row and orchard were about 75 yards eway aud 1t was another 100

yai'ds across bthe orchard. TFrom the arsa embracing fleld and

orcherd hed come most of the enemy fire throughout the day.

The artillery had cut & few convenient holss in the hedgerow.
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Some of the men jumped through them. Others went by the gate.
They stayed in the field and oréhard for more than an hour. A
Gorman machine gun fired lecosely at them Trom far over on the
left. Next the hedgerow, they found en American £0 mm morter
which the Germans had been using against them. COLE came up to
them where they had formed a fire line along the hedgerow. He
told them to hold it untll Second Battalion cane to relieve them.
The German fire could still be I'Leard faintly in the distance.

But the whole Tront had cooled mlong the bank of the MADELEINE.

About 2000, Second Battalion mrrived and took over the position.
COLE ordered a roll call of his men, Thers were 132 left to

nake answer. While they were forming in the orchard aboﬁt 2100,
there wans one last burst of shelling from the German artillery.

Three more men wore killed and 8 were wounded.

Tha others merched off to ST COME DU MONT. They arrived, walk-
ing, at 2330. tme of the men said to CULE: "Did you know today

ig Sunday?" Said GOLE: "Jesus Christ, why didn't somebody tell

me?® (This conversation was witnesssd by about & men who report- .

ed it at the critique.) When morning cems, the enemy had dis-

appeared from this secter of the CARENTAN front.




CAWTHON and the others at the machine gun used direct fire. They
were able to see the enemy coming on. They killed about 50. The
men in the cabbages get only cccasional glimpses of the enemy.

Those fightling from behind hedgerows almost never saw the Germans

There was a large group of trees at the cormer of Hedgerow Number

3 which enabled the enemy to concentrate at that polnt behind
pretty good cover.

COLE got the Congressional Medal for his charge across the fleld.
He did not live to know that he had received it. He was killed
“when a sniper's bullet hit him between the eyes at BEST, HOLLAND,
in September. His family received the award about one month
later, (The menner of COLE'S death is fully covered in the his-
torical account of OPERATION MARKET.) STOPKA was given the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross for his pert in the charge. He got it
a few days before he was killed by one of our own alr bombs ab
BASTOGNE, BELGIUM, in January.
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