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The lLhth Tunk sattulion of tiw AL s rwored Ulvislion was jormwd 9
wetober 1943 wnen the l4bh .rmorsd neglament was reorgsnized pursusnt
to Jener.l urders H{umver ll,, eadquarters oesert Trainlng (enter duted
28 . eptember, 193 and ietter, Head uarters 9ti aroprud Ulvision dated
1 cetoiuer 1943, The reorgupbdaet.on of the lhth Arwored .egiment into
the lLth Tank nattslicn was mmgﬂismﬁ at Cump ILbis, near Needles,
,ulifomia

At the time of the reorganisation tie l4th srmored aeglrunt wes
conc: nded Ly Li. Colonel Glenn Fo Hopera, Cavalry, Us edey 03.8 366, who
ws deslpnsted as comm nding officer of the l4th Tans Bettallieon Ly .- Jor
~emeral John e Leonsrd commonding Lie Yin armored cLivicion,.

Tne lAth Tenk pattalion wus formed largely from tic 2nd tattalion,
4t Armored eginont, intact; Jo B, lst iiﬁttalion, th rumored qegizwent,
intuot; & portion of H, & il Compaay, ist Jattallon, L4th .rmored egiment;
and personnel from tie rovisional Battaddon, ihth armored jesiments then
personnsl wers in nwunr as follows

Frovisionsl satballon, l4tn arwored hKegiment:

: Gfficers #arrent (fficers .nlisted e
" HBq & H., Company i

Service Company 10 2 pJ- -]
dudntunsnce Coapany . I : 62 -
ilst Buttalion, lith .rmored nhegiment: “"(;
e >
H4 & Hq Cownpany > ! 46 \
gompany *p" 7 ‘ . ' ..
2nd Battsedion, i4th aArmored [egliaent: 6"”
Hy & Hy Compeny U 1 131 _:,,&
Company "D* 7 139 -
Coapany “i® , 8 139 .
Company “F® 8 1.223
kind Letaghuent '
TUTL "i§' kA e

By order of Lt. Colonel Glenn P. iogers gsommancing, the followling
Battalion .taff Ufficers wers announced by General (rders Kumber 1, Hq
4th Tan 3Battalion, dated § Letover, 19h3s

Bn ixeoutive Gfficer ajor Cyril C, Guatinyrer, U 342 920
C -3 , Yujor Gliver i, “shants, 0 3X 119
5 -2 Capt aubrey M, Hurt ¢ 335 950
5 =4 Capt Greckan J. Hoandng O 450 53
=1 ' mum).kwu@mmunm

Company Counsnders ol companies as indicated ag ordered by Lt. Colonel
a0zers were as follows: Do Mg -
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H. & H. Company

‘ervice Company let it Prangis £, Veegeld,
Coapany "a" Capt rFeter F. Zdlllick,
Company "p® Capt John he Chandler,
Company "C" gapt Vinosat J. Tranfaglia,
Company *pv ‘ Capt Harold (. .right,

oapt Frank X. .dmons, Jr.,

BEEE3%

oo LO
SEEERE

Companies at the date of the reorganization were of & strength and
orzanizution 8s proviued by Table of (rginization 17-25 dated 15 ept 1943,

the table of organization and actual stren;ti: in officer and enlisted

personnel was as follows:

I[V
Ufficors sarrent  ff ool Men
sattalion Hy 8
14 Company 5
service Co & 3
gmw AR 5
Company "p" 5
Cempany “C* 5
Cempany “p* 3
ed Detashmsnt <

TUTAL ki 3

" The Uts irmored hegiment was sobivated on 15 July, 1942 st Fort wiley,

Yy
105
32
17
07
a7

92

K2

ATUAL

1
4

EEovho

+

Qfficers jarrant .ff .ol oen

Yinsss, pursusnt to Lensral Urders Number 1, iige, 9th ired sdv, dated 15
July 1942, The lith irmored hegiment wa:s forsmed from the lith Cavalry
«eglment of the 2nd Cavalry Divislon =nd a Cadre from the 8th ..rud Div,

To the lith Javalry segiment :ng the adre from the 9th .rmd Dlv go
Tne l4th Cavalry was composed mostly
of regular srmy men and hardensd seleotive service awn who were fresn from
The lAth Cevalry had previously

at sarlier dates ssen seprvice in the rhilippines at two different perieds,

_the roots of the lhth Tank Bettélion,
border patrol assignments in arizona,

the kexiscan ingagements of 1916 and hed served at wany different stations in

the United tates and fostered the famous Genersl (fficer, Terry Allen,

Prom the officer snd snlisted sadre from the 8th Armored Livi:ion, then

- —— - — - —

€

at yort Enox, rentucky esme the technigul advice and experience whiash, coupled |
with the offioers and men of the lith Cavalry, scon fused togsther to form :

a Tanker's iegiment, the lhth armored iwgiment,

Proa these, tne personnci who made the lith irmored .iegiment, came the
personnsl who sade the lith Tenk Battallon.
personnel who served in tie lith Armored negiment, who came originally from
the lith Cavalry :egiment and the eadrc from the Bth irmored iivision sre
present today in the lhth Tank Rattalion,

sany of the offieer and enilsted




Prior to the reorganiastion of tiw lith irmored .eglment, the peglaent
on 8 June, 1943 moved to Cesap JLls, near Heedles [alifornis jursusnt to
movemsnt orver /3, i, 9th .rewred sivisiun, deted 3 June, Lyh3, for the
purpose of esert Laneuvers,

The .egiment departed from Camp Juis for Lesert ‘ancuvers in that
vieinity on 6 epteuber 1943. un 27 .eptember 1943 the 9th Armored .dvision
was ordered Lo return Lo Camp Ibis, Jalifornia to awedt tre reorgunisation
of Lie o rmored sdvision eénu the lAth sroored ueglnent,

#fter Lhe reorgenizetion of the lhth armored ..egiment into the lith
Tenk zettallon and the TLith Tank Latt:zlleon, the 14th Tunk Dettolion
remained st Cump lbls, California, going swout tLhe necessary adjustment
and training necessury for « new organisstion,

Cn 11 ustober 1943 the Battalion received orders to wove with the 9th
araored ulvislon to Camp lolk, loulslsns, pursuant Lo moveaent order Kumbar
10, H, 9th arad vlve, doted 8 Lotover 1943s an advanoe detail of 6 officers
and 12 enlisted xen was usent to Cadp i'olk, while zn advance deteil of
7 Officers and 65 enlisted men was sent 40 Camp Rarkley to take over yehicles.
The Battalion wes Lo leave Camp 1bis, Californisa on or about 15 (etober, 1% 3,
The ballolion moved in two treins as follows:

lst Train: _
Commanded by Lt Lolenel Glenn F. Logers,

Personnel; Qs%g W
Hq & Hq Company 5
&

Service Coupany
Company “A"

132
158
lied detachomt TOTAL -+ ﬁ"

2nd Traim
Comnanded by Major Cyril C. Gumbinger.
Personnel: | ggﬁ !5 ) snlisted i
~ Company 8" )

&

company *Q"
company "o 58

7
lied Detachment ‘ é _ﬁ.
TUTAL \
The tralns traveled s followss , ‘
iefh Camp Jbls Arrived Camp polk

[

let %z
-Cetober 1943, 1300 hours. 19 wotoher 1943, 0600 hours.

5; Oatober 1%3, 0900 nours, 20 (stober 1%33 G320 hours.



The Rattalion was Juartered in  outh Jemp rolk, Loulsiana, when it
took over weilcles wnd equipment, -nd jrepored to gird itself for Lhe coming
Loulslana Lansuver, :

The Dattalion deported for Louisians Mansuvers on 22 November 1943 and
proceeded on a hardening mission to prove its readiness for the defeat of its
countries enemiss., Thu following is the table showing the dates aovered by
the meneuver, the bivousss, .sad the distances .arched:

m ALRILYED ﬁvivﬁ~5ge ax 3T T
Farrsville, Texas 51 iiles

CWPM’LI.&NW‘&B 2l s@ of

Parraville, Tex, 29 Nov 43 3cd :E of Pineland, Texas 29 les
Pineland, Tex, 30 Nov 43 5zl NE of Pineland, Texas 9 14les
W.m, BDOGhB Ulﬂ&sd’dasm,l’m 26)&.10:
Jusper, Tex, 5 Dec 43 Vicinity of Brookeland, Texas

Rivoussed pear :ealig, Texas, & Deoc 43

enldg, Texas, 8 Dec 43 1} =d South of Yellow Fine, Tex

Yellow Fine, Tex, 9 Vec 43 2mi 54 of Dayon, Texus

3ayon, Texas, 10 Dec 43 &d N of Mcﬂil.h, ¥ 19

mﬂm‘p la, 19 ves 43 imd Bast of Hickc, bt o i Miles
M,U,ZODNAB MWMW'L‘O

Simpson, La, 21 Dec A3 Vie of Eurthwood, lLa,

rurthwood, ia, 22 Jeo 43 5mi mest of Mount Carmsl, la.
uount carmel, La, 29 Jee 43 Peason, la,

Poason, lLa., 3G vee 43 vie of Kurtimood, la,
Kurthwood, La., 31 Jec 43 S5ed 9% of iiarthaville, la,
Y¥arthaville, La, 5 Jan L hzd North of FL Jessup, la. 8 uiles
Pt Jessup, Lu., & Jun Lk vieiniiy of impson, La.
(dmpaon, Liey 12 Jan 44 vieinity of Anseoeo, lLa,
ADRGO00, lA., 18 Jan 44 6z .outh of Jesper, Texas.
Jasper, Tex, 23 Jaa 44 4e5 md HE of Newton, Texss, 27.5 miles
T Hewton, Tex, 25 Jan &b vicinity of Camp rolk, la. 75 ¥iles
louisiana Mansuvers ended
¢(n 1 February 1544, the lith Tenk Ba left Hivouas near North
Camp Folk, Louisiens on extensiod of "Kv/€ to the Battalions' new

nome between 2nd snd third strests in North Camp Polk, Loulsiana.

on 7 March 194k, Lt Colonel Gelnn F. iogers was ordered away froa the
satbelion to proceed for a well deserved overseas sssignaent. it Colonel
liogers, left the battalion, a beloved coswmnder by both officer and enlisted
personmsl, slike, of the battzlion. At this date the command of the
batt:lion was teken over Ly tne capable hands of iajor Cyril C. Guabdnger,
the former pattalion ixecutive uffieer, isjor Ullver .. 'ohants then
becsms Hattalion txseutive ufficer by order of Wajor Gumbinger, And
shortly thereafter Capt John .. Chandler, the former commanding officer
of Company "B, beoame the [attalion =3. Capt Fhilip B. rits then becane
the communding offieer of Company "B", ihth Tank Battalion,




S——

The Battalion proceeded on regular zarrison duties and oonoentraud
training until 17 May 1944, at which time (apt Pster P, Zilliok wh o was
cormanding Company "A", 141:h Tan: Aattalion, was ssnt to a general hospital
for physical disabllity, at which time lst Lt feorge Tete Soumas, 01 Gll 146.
Inf, assumed command of Q0 "4", l4th Tank Bn.

Pollowing this date, the Rattalien oontinued its rigorous training
prograr: in prepuration for a hoped overseas movem nt,

The Battalior had now geon much change in personnel from the orizinal
81 officers and 1038 enlisted men as of 9 Ootober 1943. The Rat:ullion
stron-th ag of' 1 June 1944 was as follows:

Ofiicers Bnlisted men -

Bavtalion Hg 8 -3 1
Hq Company 6 110
tervioce Jompany 7 118
Company A" b 116
Company “BY 5 117
Company "(C® 6 117
Jonyany "n® 6 94
lied Detachment 2 20

@ 72

On 17 -July 1944, en advence detachument was sent forward by the
battnlion to pmre the way ftor overseas shipment., The detachmunt was
conjosed ol 3 Oflicers and & Enlisted Ken, The: wers as followss

S« 1l e=]1ls8tlt, ¥ax D, oLaughlin

S w4 we Oapt Brecian J, ¥aming :
Mainteronoe Officer =- Qunt Cecil =, Koberts

8 e 1 (Qoerk = Tec 5 Raymond J., ‘antger

S « 4 Clerk == Tec 5 Villiam g Knisely
Maintenence Clerk =~ Tes & Faul J. Bouda
Muintenance Sergeent -~ ¥/sgt inthony Re zlegler
Y ersonnel ‘lnrk == Tec 4 denry Je Urban

The Battalion advence detachment left Camp Tolk, louisiana on 16 July
1944 vith the rest of the Division advance detashment which wae commanded
by Brizedier fomeral Tiburne Tho detail arrived at Fort llamilton at the
rew York Fort of .mberkntion on 19 July 1944. At Fort Hamilton the detail
was yrepured 1or overseas shipment and loaded on the (ueen kary for an
uninown destination. The detachrent sailed from MNew York lurbor 23 July
1944 and arrived in Inglend on 28 July 1944, The cetschment was billetted
at Ticworth Barracks, Tiav:or’ch sngland anc proceeded to drew supplies and
equipmunt ‘anc to prep.re billets tor the main bodys

on 31 July 1944 Major Qyril C. Gumbinger, who hed been previously
hospitalized, was trunsforred and reliewed from command, linjor Jliver Vi,
Schantg then assumed commend of the battalion,

The battalion continued its plens and proparation for ovaersecs
movement,

«b e
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‘ ml'zrn, 1944 Major Leonard B, mgeman was sesigned and %00k command
of the Ba fome MNajor Oliver W. Schants again beesme battalion Emseutive
0ffiger and Major Johm Ee Chandler who was promoted to Major om 37 July 1944
remained as Rattalion 85«3,

™o Battalion departed from Jamp Polk louisiana on 8 August 1944, by

. train for s permanent ehange of station, The battaliom arrived at Camp

Kilmer (Staging area) at the New York Fort of Embarkation on 11 August 1044,
Yhile at Oamp Kilmer the Battalion eompleted fimal preparation and oheoks
under Oamp Kilmer personnel,

Departure by rail from Camp Xilmer for the Rew York FPors of Embarkation
was aoccomplished on 18 sugust 1944, All personnel were loaded en thw
transpors Queen liary whieh sailed from New York Harbor om 20 August 1944,
During the voyage the battalion acted as the military polioe for the

military persommel traveling abomyd the Queen Mary,

On 2 § August 1944, the battalion landed at Greenoch, Seotlend, amd
departed by train for Tidworth Barrackse 28 August 1944 found the entire
battalion at Tidworth Berracks getting settled a now home in a friendly
but strange counmtry.

The prooess of drawing now vehioles and other mecessary supplies to
squip the battalion for oombet service was rushed by all persomel, The
morale of all peresomnel was "high® and on 29 Sept 1944 the Pastalion lef%
Tidworth Barrecks for Ommp D6, ef the marshalling ares, § miles south of
Dorchester, Bngland, AS this camp marshalling of persommel and vehioles
into eraft lowds was. sessmplished and the bastalion left Oamp D6 for the

~ Embarimtion Regulation Park at Portland Harbor em 30 September 1044,

Upom arrivel at Portland farbor the battalion was loaded on Ianding
Ships Tenk and landing Grafts Tank, and sailed fyom the Porslamd Harbor
on 30 sepvember 1944 for the destimation of Utah Beash, Franoe, The
orossing of the English (hwnnel was =seemplished without mishap as the
channel was caln and oomtast was not made with arny enemy vessel or airplame,

On ‘8 Ootober 1944 the battalion umloaded em Utah Beach, France and

prooseded to the Divigion Marshalling Area at Seint Marie DuMont, Franoce,

and then preseeded to bivowao at & point one (1) mile morth of Vierville,
Franess The Battalion remainded in this area. amaiting further erders umtil

15 Octoder 1944, At thig date the Battalion was ordered 40 meve forward under
the ocommend of Division Artillery Hesdquarters to the vioinity of Mersch,
Luxenbourge

Departurs from Veirville, France was made at 1230 hours, 13 Ootober 1544.
All personnel were in good spirits and ready to sse new territory, The followimg
is the table showing the dates covered Wy the movement, the biwvouaes, and the :

digtances marohed:

| LEPY . ARRIVED BIVOUAG AT Y
13 Ostober 1944 Eight (8) Miles Soush Fast Palalse, Franes 88 Miles
14 Ostober 1944 Tvo i!} ¥iles Fast Damville, Prunce 67 ¥iles
16 Ootober 1944 Two (2) Miles East Livryville, Prance 80 viles

o e



DIETANGE

LEF? ' ARFIVED BIYOUAC A}. NARCHED

- 16 Ootober 1946  Four (4) Miles East of Chaintrix, Franee W uiles
17 Ostober 1944 Ome (1) Mile Wees of Etain, Framoe 72 ¥iles
18 Ostober 1844  Pour (4) ¥iles South of lLengwy, Fremee 7 Miles

10 Ootoder 194¢ Two (2) Miles South Vests of Cttlebruok, Luxe 4¥ Niles

The Battalion remained in the viscinity of "ttlebruek, Luxembourg
from 19 October 1944 to 23 Ostober 1944, During this period maintemance
of wehiocles and personal equipment was accomplished while all personnel
awaited informatiom as to the rdssion of the Battaliom., Rouwes were
reconnolitered for possidle movemsnt and several trips were made to the
front lines by Battalisn Seaff Pereonmel, In the Divouas area for the
first time personnel heard the soumx of enemy artillery firing and heard -
allied artillery firing in return, All personnel dug slit trenches and fox
holes with an enthusiasm whish they had mever before exhibited in sush an eperation,

" m 22 Ostober 1944 the Battalion heard its first "Buss Bembd®, It pacaed
directly overhead dut was toe high to be sesn,

Kovement from the visinity of Etslebruck to bivouss two miles west of
L'nag;r. Belgium wat acgomplished on 23 Oetodber, 1944, The distance marched
"3 niles,

: The new bivouao area was s planted pine forest in Belgiume From this
position both Allded and evemy machime gwi and artillesry oculd be heard very
plainly., Foxeholes and slis trenches were dug by all personnel without the
issuanoe of an order. then shellfire sounded especislly leud and plain, al
slit trenches immediately were shoveled down & fow more inohwas, -

' %hile in this bivouns, orders were received %o send twe tank platoons
into firing pesitisms to fire indireot firs with the 16th Fleld Arunog
who were firing in support of the Bth Infantry Division artillery., Om
OQotobesy the 2md pletoom of Company ®A", who#e platoom leader was 2nd LS,
Sidney L. Meshovits, ani the 2nd platoom of Co "B, whoes plateon leader was
£ Lt Yorris J. Hamiltem, moved into firing pesision just west of

Feliswanpach, Belgium,

The first round of smmmition fired the 14th Tank Battaliom againet
the ersmy was fired at 0860 hours, 36 Ostvo 194¢, by Lt. Moskovits's
platoon, The Tank that fired the first round was Co "A" Tank ¢V, UsBede
$%=30100198, and was the lat tank of the Pnd platoom of 00 "A"s The Crew
of te tank were as follows:

Snad 1t Eidney L. Moskovits « Platoon Leader and Tank Commanders
Opl Derius 5. Foark, 36667136 « Qunner,

feo 4 Granger M, Roderson, 356686430 « Driver,

Pyt Fred lovely, 35636483 « Onxmomesr,

Fvt Henry C, Mounts, 35741178 « Asgistant Driver,

The other guns in the Ind platoom, 0 "A" wers registered en 26 Ostober 1944
and aleo those of the nd platoon of Company "B%,

o T e
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The rest of she Battalien remained im the bivouse area umtil
27 Ostober 1944, at whioh date Bn Hq and Bq Co moved 2 miles north to
the town of Sohmiede Lumembourge There the Bastalion Headquarters moved into
the gummer home of F. Dolml s mative of Lupembourg and & werchant of
Diekireh, Luxembourg. Hq was billeted in th- ad joining houses
and ares around the W Hq- quarders in the duilding seemsd quite
luxurious afber living in pap ents on the ground,

On 89 Ootober 1944, Companies A, B, and D moved to new bivouaose
Companies A and B moved west of Velswampaoch, Lusembourg =nd took up
firing pesitionss They were joined by mrr second platoons. Both
sompaniss eontinued 0 reinforce the fire of the 16th Field Artillery whe
were supporting the artillery of the 8th . Infantry Divisien.

-Oompany "D" moved into o new biwvouao area approximetely 500 yards
north west of their old bivouae positions There the company headquarters
ard mess moved in%o & house,: The remainder of the oompany bivouaced im the
pine woods near by,

Also on 29 Omlor 1944, Servioe Compamy moved into billets in the
tm of Deyfeldt, Relgium, three miles north of the old bivouae area. There
the entire company vas bilisted in houses,

Company "C* moved into a new bivouas position 400 yards west of the

eross roads at Temperhardt, lmmbourg. on 30 Oetober 1544:. The Company

::cdquamﬂ, Mess, and all but one platoom of the eompany moved imtoc &
Ul

The Battalion Assaul$ gun platoon oommanded by lst LS. Valter P, Rogos,
on 1 Kovember 1944, moved into firing position adbous 400 yards morth west
of Yeiswampaoh, Lumsmbourg. There the platoon reinforced the fire of thw
16th Fiesld Arsilleny.

After compenies had completed their moves all persennel ﬁogsn to make
themeelves somfortable for the winter. Log Huts and underground houses were -
built by those persornel who were not quartered in houses,

Exoept for oompsnies "A" and "B®, who were ocontimuing to fire in suppors
of the artillery, the dutiess of persprnel settled down %o routine duties
similar to garrison life even Shough the battalion was in the field and
partially engaged azainst the enemy. _

Tank Infantsy treining was scheduled for the medium tank companies of
the l4th Tank Battalion and the rifle edmpanies of the 27th Armored Infantry
‘Rattalion whioch was billeted nearly in the town of Huldingen, Luxembourg.
This training was initiated after Brigadier Oeneral }ibturn was trunsferred
from CC "B", Sth Armored Division to a new agsigmment. Brigadier Jemeral -
Hoge then tool: command of OC "B", '

During this pericd the dattalion sert men on pass to the aum
Honarch Eeoreation lenter, Arlom, aolg a movie was to the P‘f*
every two days. The morale was high and the command was excellent health,



fhe 1ass of Ostober saw the mil ocoming im very slow, All personmel
moted & desrease in the mail received. There was spparently rnothing that
oould be done by either the battalion or the Divigion to inorease the flow
of mail, as all the mail that the Divisien received was digtributed., In
the middle of Novewber, Chrigtmas packages began to arrive and all personnel
became aonvineed that the (hristmes packages were sloving the regular mail,

Thankegiving day was oslebrated by the battal jon with business as
usuals 4 ration of turkey with all the frills that could be provided
featured the noon Thanksgiving mesl,

on 27 November, 1944 Oompanies A and O exchanged positiens, Company c
joined Compary B in firing with the 16th Pield Artillery while Company A
moved imto the iormer billets of OCompany Ce .

" #ho bettalion table of organisation had been changed in emlisted strength,
the Dattalion 2/0 and Actusl strength as of 27 Novenber 1944 was as follows:

o ACTUAL

oFy., Worr, EM OFF, W, B
Headquarters § 0 20 Headquarsers 8 0 30
Hq Company 5 0 % Hq Oompany ] 0 ]
Servies O 4 § 108 Service 0o [ 3 108
Company "A* © 0 118 Company "A® 6. 0 113
Company "3 B 0 113 Company "B" ¢ 0 118
Ommpany "0C* 8 0 1132 Company ™“C" 8 0 100
Company "D" 6 0 89 Oompeny "D" 6 0 8o
¥ed Ded 4 0 18  Med Dot 0 19
poaa. B 3 [ ] 10TAL r' s e

Prom 27 November 1944, the Battalion remained im the vieinity of gsohme ide,
Luxembourg. .

on 1 December 1944, Major Leonard K. Engemsn was promoted to Lt. Colonsl
and remained in cowmand of the battalien. _

The battalion was alerved for movement, on 12 December 1944, ard ther
with the rests of CC "B®, P%h ,rwored Division was ettached to the nd oy
Division, The mission was partiocipation in an attack in the Dreiborn @res with
the ultimate mission of either destroying or capturing two dams on the Roer river,

The battalion woved from Sohmiede, Luxesbourg om 13 Decewber 1944, and
merched a distance of 24 miles to a biwvouac area one (1) mile porth sast of
Ligneuville, Belgium; map reference, Oentral Europe, Sheet #8 1, seale 1/100,000,

From 13 Lecember to 16 Deocomber 1944, the battalion remained in the vioinity
of Ligneuville, Belgium making map studies and resonnaissance for the battalion's
‘proposed part in the attack, Six oifiocers from the Battalion were attached to the
2nd Infantry Divigion as obssrvers.

At 0230 hours 17 Desember 1944, the battalion was alerted for immediate
tvonnt. AS 0330 17 Desomber 1944, ths battaliom moved from Ligneuville, Belgimm
an area one (1) mile enst of Breitfeld, Relgium marshing a distance of 41
miles. MNep reference: Oesrmany, sheet #6702, soale 1/26,000, The Battaliem
and OC "B" were attached to the 106th Infamtry Division, '

eode




The Battalion took up positions east of Breitfeld, the Asssult gun platecn
moved into positsion to support the fires of the 16%h Armored Ficld Artillery ‘
Battaliome Ab 1220 hours, 17 December 1844, the first platoon of Company A,
14th Tank Ba., was committed %o support an attaok of the 27th :rwored Infantry
Pattalion towards Eloheraths lst Lt John Grimball, 01013847, the platoon lsader
of this vlatoon lend his platoom on a ourving road leading up s ridgs. Upon
rounding & curve his tank, the loading tank in the platoon, was hit by a
basooks round im the right front final drive, The wirret jammed and the wmk
was Pondored inoperative, Lt OGrimball and his erew dismounted from the tank with
their shoulder weapors, and in front of and lsading the other tanks in the
platoon sdvanced into the draw to the left front, In the Dastle 87 prisoners
wera captured and two tanks from the platoon wers imocked oute The platoon leader
was recommended for the gilver Star, ‘

AS 1600 hours, 17 December Companies A (Less first plateon) B, and O left
the sssembly area for an attaock on Tinterspel® with line of departure on high
ground south of Steinbruoke This attack was cancelled at 1828 prior to the arrival
of the leading company at ‘he line of departure «nd ocempanies returned to the
assembly areas

At 1600 the pesition of the ls$ pletoon Oompamy A, 14%h Tank Bn was isolated
by the withdrawal of the 27th Armored Infantry Battalion and the plutoon was
recalled %0 the assembly area. The battalion:' position was outposted and o
perim:ter defense for the night wes 208 uPe

During this time Servioe Company of the dagtalion was in CC "BY, 8th
Armored Division trains park im the vioinity of Ligneuville, Belglum. AV
sbout 1430 hours 17 Deeember 1944, mh&ronﬂ:‘d Servies ompany bty fobt
messenger that emeny columns were two to three kilometders from Ligneuville and
approash from the morth and east, Small ams firing immediately followed by
larger calibre enemy tank weapons ococurred within ten mimutes af'ter the warning
was received, This company while becoming engaged in & fire fight with the
enomy, withdrew to orand Sart, Belgiume This withdrawsl was sceomplished through
offootive Fesr guard action by a bulldoser tank from Gompany "A" l4th Tenk Bu,,
whioch knocked oWt ¢ enemy tanks and prebably destroyed ome (1) more enemy tank,
The members of the tank orew were reeommended for she bronss stars This erew
aoted entirely on their own initiative and their unprecedented action had a large
ghare in the saving of the battaliom trains. Lost inm this action were the followings
one bulldoser tank; ome fuel and lube eargo trailer; one sompary hoadquarters oargo
trailer with records, mail, eupplies, and persomal belengings; one ocompary :
meinterance earge trailer containing supplies; one company kitohen truck and
trailer of Company B and ope disabled 106mm Assaul$ Gun of Hq (ompenye

On 18 December 1944, the Battalion CePewas moved to Breitfeld, Belgium.
Oompanies A and 0 and the Reeonnai ssance Plutoon were sent, on oxders of the
Commanding General, CC "B", %o £, Vith %o meot & German Thrust from the
Fortheast, Oompanics moved %o Ste Vith with Oompary ¢ leading, The eneny
Armored oolumn was ocontasted about 2500 yards northeast of fte Vith, Soven
enemy tenks inoluding one Merk VI tank were destroyed. Due to the obsaure
situation on the flamks, Companies A and G were unable to exploit their asuccess.
However the companies remained in pesition 8800 yarde Northeast of S5te vith until
relieved by the Tth Armored Division at abous 1700, 18 December 1944 at which
time the oompanies returnsd to the assembly area. ’
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Gapt Tranfaglia the sommanding ofiicer of Company C was injured snd
evacuated when his tank was hit and disabled by enemy basooka firs in thig
actions 1lst Lt. William Fe DeLaliater, 01 010 O8 then assumed oommand of
the Companys

A% 0830 18 Deocember 1944, the mortar plaotoon wns sent to the high ground
suthwe st of [reibutten to observe the progrees of an attack by onemy forces
against the TF4h Armored Infantry Bsttaliom, The platoon obaerved throughout
the day reporting odbservations to ths CeP, radio. The platoom returned %o
the battalion agsembly urea at 1730 hours, 18 Decemder 1944,

At 1000 hours, 18 December 1944, cmnz D, 14th Tank Bn was ordered to

& Joad recormaissancs of the roads north amd east of St. Vith, Belgium in
the vidinity of Schlierbech, Belgium where (OC "B” reported enmemy ooncentration
and had ordered that they be deweloped by rosd patrelss Oumpeny D contacted
the enemy at Sochlierbach, Belgium, lost ome tank, received orders to withdraw,
returned to the srea 50C yurds east of Breitfeld, bivouseed for the night and
oovered the Breitfeld « Sohlierbach road by cimmounted outpostss .

At about 1600 hours, 18 Descember 1944, the 16t¢h Armored Fleld artillery
Battalion, which had been cecupying a position to the immedi.te rear of the
Battalion, dizplased further to the rear, and the asssult gun platoom rejoined
the l4th Tenk Bne Oompany B, léth Temk Bn oooupisd the high ground 871849«
880856, At 1730 hours she seme day the battalion less Osmpany D reasserdled in
the origimal areas About 2 hours later, an overlsy was received in the battaliem
CoPe from the E74h Armored Infantry Battalion showing that she Infantry had
ostadlilhed lines %0 the south and east abous 500 %o 600 yards from the tanks,
An lnvestigation was made and it was found that the Infantry was in reality
in positions direetly around the tanks, strong security measures wers therefore
meoeseary. During the night of 18«18 December the sound of enemy vehieles cculd
pPlainly be hoard from the position of Company B,

At 1800, 18 December 1944, orders were reseived from the Commanding Oenera)
0C "B%, 9th rrmored Division, that the Combat Cowmand would defend Et, Vith
from its present positions againet attacks from the Southy and by making contach
with the Teh Armored Pivizion near Breitfeld, Dispositions for & defense in
depth were acoomplished during the hours of darimess,

At 0030 19 Desember 1944 the Eorvies trains were moved to a position just
north of Pauverns (ompany B moved farther back west om the ridge into defilated
firing poesitionsy, Oompany C meved into pesition to defend from the southwest,
Company A and the assault gun platoon were withdrawn at the sams time to reserve
Positions between Wissendach and 5t. Vith whers they oould support the aotiom,
™e mortar pl.toon went in to riring positions 50 yerds north of Oompaxy Be
The Butialion CePe moved to Breitfeld. Oompany D remained im position te
cover the a;proaches from iohlierbach,

The next day at 0840, Ovmpany B reported Imfantry 800 to 1000 yards to
the ir front but as the 274h Armored Infantry Battalion was reported to be in
that position fire was withheld. Combat Command "B" reported 10 omemy tenks
in the vioinity of Lesmersweiler and Infun patrols reported sromy armor
moving from Lommersweiler towards Schlierbach along the defile rumning northeast
from Sbeinbruok, .
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The tnd plateon of Company C was then sent to reinforoe 0o D agaimst
possidble onemy actior from the vioinity of Sohlierbache

D and the Battalion O were both shelled at about 1000, 19
Deoember 1944, Afbver the arsillery fire Company B spotted wn enemy tank %o
their direot front, knooked out the tank and set the woods on fire, About ene
hour later Company B received s heavy enemy artillory shelling, Company B
theh saw another ememy tank on the ridge %o the south front, the tank was hit
and the snemy tamk erew abandoned their tamk. At this time the exact positiom
of the 274h Armored Infantry Battalion imn front of Company B was both unknown
and unobtainable, 1lst Lt, Fogos the platoom leacer of the asssult gun platoen
came forward %o the Oompany B position to ast ag observer for hie platoen,
registered hig platoon in the area to the fromt of Tompany B, and prepared to
give direot fire support to that company.

Oanpnng B again ocume under cnemy artillery fire at 1128 ‘hourss The fire
wag evidently from high velocity {lat trajectory weapons, as some of the rounds
passed over Oompany B position, landed in Oompeany A peeition to the rear causing
casualties in Jompamy i

At 1237 hours, 19 December 1944, onemy mortar fire from the southsast was -
acourately layed om the road jumotiom 200 yards from the Battalion CeFe in
Breitfeld, There were mo camialties as & recsult of this fire, v

Another enemy tank was knocked out by Owmpany B at 1383 hours on the
ridge to the oempany's direct front, the tank was set on firs, and was belleved
to be an rmerican Sherman Tank in enemy hands. A%1500 hours, Compeny B was
aguin under emeny artsillery fire, Oompany B then fired on enemy personnel who
were condentrating in & weods about 1000 yards to the ocompeny's direot front,
The fire was belicved %0 de wery effective, (ompany B then fired on another
onemy tank, which retired behind a building, meking 1% impossible to deovermine
the probable damages At 1635 hours, (Company B reoeived a heavy u-unog
concentration from medium o0alidre guns, This fire wag them shifted to the
Battalion CePe, although the fire was asourutely edjusted, neither personnel
or vehicles were damaged,

At 1636 hours, enemy infuntry started advanoing through the draw to the
east of the Company D position. This infantry was observed bty the Jemmanding
officer of Company Ds lst L% Stanley J. Dawidexyk, 01013699 the platoon leader
of the 2nd platoom, Oompany Cp amd fad Lt Hugh R, Neorrisom, 01017961, the
platoon leuder of the 3rd platoon, Compamy Co The enemy was fired upon by
gompany D, amd 1lst Lt Dawidogyk and his medium tank platoon plus 2nd Lt Morriasem
and his medium tank platuom cherged and overran the epsxy in the dravw. fThe
onemy was mowed down at eloge range inflicting hsavy casualties and breaking
up the enemy attacke As the enemy retreated into the weods heavy mortar fire
was brought to bear on them By the battalion mortar platoom inflioting further
oasualties and adding to the disorganigation of the emsmy. At 1730 hours, the
3rd platoon of Company C returned to its orirzinal position with Oompeny Ce

Orders were received at 1616 hours rrom the Cemmending Gereral, CC "BW
to prepare for a withdrawal under cover of derkness to positions west of 8t Vithe
OCompany A was moved to a position on the high ground vieinity of Galhsusen to -
cover the south and east: The balaries of the bat.alien started withdrewing and
closed in she vieinity of Grufflingen at 2046 hours, 19 December 1944,
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o During shis period the ememy was denied access to St, Vith from the Southe
L YN . '

The reecnnaissance platédn was sent cut 0 recomoiter the route Grufflingene
NeubruckeBavvenn-Galhousen~Bovenknapp and to contast Treoop D, 89¢h Reeonmnaissanes
Squadson whioh was aleo patroling roads in this vieinity. The mission was blocked
by impassable rosds,

At 0800, 20 December 1944, Oompany B was alerted by order of the Commanding
Gereral, CC "B" and started towards 8t. Vith, The company was relessed by 0C "B*
at 0810 and was sent to a position in the vieinity of the south and of Orufflinge
to proteot againat any urmored threats from the visinity of Oudler, :

The 314 platoon of Company C at 0830 was sent out to blook sny armored
threat from Thommen,

. GC "B" ugortod enomy activiyy in the area south east of Grulflingen,

Company D was dispatohed at 0830 with the migsion of contaeting Troop D of the

89th Cavalry Reoormaissance Squedron axnd making a reconnasissanes in foroe of the
roads and trails to the south ea:t of Grufflimgen, OOntact with the enemy was

made 2 miles south east of Grufflingen by the lsé platoon lead by lgt Lt Paul

Mo Fisher, 01011309, At the time of somtact it was Delieved that the enomy

consisted of approximately 100 dimmounted mem, ome light tank, ond ome towed

anti-tank gun, At this position a line was formed over a fronmt of about

270 yards with (Gompany A of the 2T4h Arwmored Infamtry Battalion on the company's

loft flank and elements of the 424¢th Infrnatry of the 106th Infantry Divieion

on the right flamk, 8nd Lt Robert L, Trower, 010165151, the platoon leader of the

2nd Platoon Osmpeny D was wounded by small arms fire in the resulting setion and

was svacuhted,

Company O less the 3xd platoon was disposed on the high ground north east
of Grufflingen for sseurity, ‘

™he ares in whieh Company D was engaged was densely wooded making
deve lopments of the situation very slow for tanks. At 1026 an emesy AT gun
wis discovered %o the front and the engines of enemy wehioles oould be heard,
Aforward ocbserver was dispatched to (ompany D.

At 1150 hours, Company B came under fire frem flat tmjeotory artillery
from the south of south west, This fire contimued throughout the day and
appeared 0 bde direet fire but the emsmy guns eould mot be losated,

The dompany commander of Hq Oo, Oapt Frank M, Simons Jr., 0407788, and
16 enlisted men from that company at 1224 hours, 20 December 1944 were ordered
%0 the oompany D position as sn infuntry platooms The olose térrain in whieh
OCompeny D was fighting made sueh support a necessitys Two wounded priscners
~ of war were eaptured by Oompemy D at 1232 hours,

Artillery fire on the enemy infantry to the front of Company D was oslled
for at 1260 hours by On-qmy De The forward observer oould not contact the

"~ 16th Armored Field Artillery Battaliom by radio, so the fire was adjusted by

lst Lt Faul M, Fisher who sent his commands to the Battalion (P by rdio at

which place the commands were relayed to the 16th by telephone, One battery

wage registered on the enemy vith effective resultse the conoentration was ,
assigned the mmber of 110 for future reference, After thig Compeny D had onc tamk
knooked cus by enemy basocoka fire, and captured four more prisomere of war,

By this time the Battalion Mortar platoon was resdy to render fire support %
Company D if needed, but this support was not requested by the Commaniing Officer,
Company De AS 1541 hours Compamy D lost another tank by ensmy artillery fire,
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At 1706 hours, 20 Desember 1944, the third platoen of Company & lead by
2nd Lt Hugh R. Morrison was alerted to move to the vieinity of the Osmbat Command
"R¥ sommand post at Neubruok to protect against a tiger tank reported to be on.
the road between Neubrusk and St, Vith., This tank never did materialize, and

the plutoon rejoined the company at 201845,

A% 1800 hours the same day the Resomnaisrance platoon was sttashed to Company
D to asuist the dimmounted men already there in patrolling during the night,
Patrolling ordered by CC "B" inoluded contast with the 27th Armmored Ifintry Bn
on the left, the 424th Infantry Regiment in the vioinity of Alster, and probing
t0 the front at leust 1000 yardss Oompanies B and C were also directed to contaos
each other by patrolse ;

At 0530 hours, 81 Decerber 1944 the enemy made a light attack supported YWy
artillery on the eompanmy D position which was repulesds

Company O was ordered to move Northeast to vieinity 8562841 to suppors the
27th Armored Infantry Battalion in repelling a strong ememy attaek at 08185 hours.
This mission was acocomplished and the company returned to the Battalion Ares,
During this time ome platoon from Company B ceeupled the position of Co O mear
the battalion CeFe

A% 1115 hours, 21 Desember the Retormaissance platoon was detashed from
Compaxy D and was riven the mission of making contact between Oompeny D amd the
right flank of the 274h Armored Infantry Divisiom.

Company D kmooked out an enemy tank, either a Mark III or IV, at 1203, with
the fiie of its 37mm gans, The company then located a machine gun, enemy infantry
and an eneny tamk to its direst front, 1let Lt Paul Me Fisher of Company D then
oalled for a fire mission and brought very effective fire to bear in this oppesitien
silencing the machine gun and infliocting meny camialties on the enemys The company
than reperted an eneay AT gum, were again attasked by the sxemy and azain the
attack was repulesd.

The 334 platoon of Company B was sent to reinforoe the power of Company D
at 1630 hours. Agein at 1600 hours Oompany D was azain attasked dy onewy
infentry estimated cempany serength, along its entire compeny front, YThis enemy
infantry was supported Yy mortar fire and automatic weapons fire. _

Troop D of the 89th Cavalry Recomnaissanes Squadron, Mechanigsed whieh had
been attached to Oompany D gave way on Company D's left flamk and retreated %o
. the vioinity of Grufflingens Oompany D held their position without giving
ground and repulsed the attacke Troop D of the 80th Heconnaissance was rallisd
and returned to ite position at onoe.

At 1630 hours, Company A was under heavy snemy : reillery fire and was dlereed
0 be ready to move to the support of the 27th sArmored Infratry Battalion whish
was under ensmy atstack from the direction of Rreitfeld and Neldengen, At 1743
one platoon from Company A moved to the 27¢h srmored Infantry pesition for direct
support, the onemy attack was repulsed and the platoon returned to the eompeany.

S0 rifleman ard two offieers from the 424th Infantry stationed in Qrufflingen
were uttached to Company D at¢ 1800 for night patrolling missions of contasting
the 27th Armored Infantry Battalion, the 424th Infantry at Alster, and strong
patrols were also %o be sent to the front,
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Orders were reveived from the Commanding Ganeral, Ombat Commend B, Oth .
Armored Division, for Oompany "A™ to move to Beuvemn via Galhausen 0 establish a
road blook there, % ocontact the Tth Armored Division which was falling baek
Btra: ﬁ;‘wm and to oover withdrawal of the wehicles of the 27¢h irmored Infantry

atte .

During the early morning hours of 22 December 1044, oompany A held ite
position at Bauvenn while the vehieles of the 27th :rwored Infantry Battaliem
oleared behind it,

After the Infantry lad cleared this point, Capt feorge Pete Soumas, the
oormanding officer of Compuny A, attempted to make contact with the 7th Armored
Divisions The enly contact made was when an offieer from the Yt¢h Armored ,
appeared at Capt Soumss' position, with twu light tanks % establish & road blook,
One of these light tanks was kmooled out by enemy artillery fire whieh was
intermi ttent throughout the nighte The officer with the other light tank left the
orossroads and return d %o hig organization to secure reinforoements, and did mot
reappear,

AS QE00, 22 Deosmber 1944, the Covmanding Officer of Company A reported
that contaet had not been made with the 27th Infantry. Oapt Soumas wae instrusted
0 contadt the CePs of the £7th Infantry at Keubrusk and to arrange for sn immediate
oontacts This was done, and W'L' of the RV¢h Infantry was found alomg the
road 500 yards southwest of Neubrue This oompeny was senducted bask %o the
line Bawvenmm « Galho ‘sen and put into position with Osmpany Ae During this
period when Oompany A was holding this position without infantry support
oconsicerable enemy infiltration of the position ooourred. :

This position was under continuous enemy small arms fire with some artillery
support fram the time of daylighte: By 0018 hours Company B of the Infantry
started falling bask on Neubrucke This left Companmy A in an isolated position
and the compeny began to receive cnemy smsll aurms fire from their right front
flamk snd from thelr rear, '

AS 0030 the 27th Armored Infantry Battalion roporied that their Battalion
CePe at Neubruok was surroumid by the enemy and that they were unier attasks
The Gummanding Gemeral of OC *B" tranmmitted shis informatiom to the l4th Temk
und directed that help be sent %o the 7th Infamtry CoP. During this time the
situation at the infantry CePe became steadily worse, The 3rd platoon of Os
B wag detached from By D and returned to the eompeny areas The lst Platoom
of ‘ompany B eommanded st Lt David Py Duckw as sent to the 27th Infantry, GPe
along the Grufflangen Neubruek road to render any possible aselsteance to the 27¢h
Infantry. The F'th Infantry CyPe at this time had been captured and ocoocupied by
the enemy. The staff ani headquarters pergonhel of the Infantry had been captared

by the enemy,

Aftar lat Lt David 'y Dusk and his platoon hed left for the Infantry CeP.,
the Infantry Battalion S-2 and one other officer fram the Infantry arrived at
the l4th Tank M CePs These officers were in an exhausted eoncition but their
aid vas secured in the recapture of their dattalien OP¢ They were told to
sscure as many infantrymen ag they oould, %o meet lst Lt David P, Duck and Oapt
Soumss, and b0 ald in the recapture of the (P,

In the meantime 1st Lt David Ps Duck and his rhm; "éﬁ‘;:::‘.;h&;?fm
s "‘“""‘m“ 1::' :'nl::ir‘::k.h kaofu b:ohd eut by the AT gum,

1 south of . " :
3'.\'2: g:o:: mansuvered the balance of his platoon ani knocked out the AT gue
Lt Duok's platoom than ran into emsmy small arms fire,
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During this ¢ime Oompany A had fought its way baek to Neubruek arrivimg i»
that vieinity at 1130 hours at which time lst Lt Duok's platoom was nthomg "
Gmpany Ae Oapt Soumas then fermuluted a plan for the recapture of the Infantry
CoFe which involved the sending of ome tank platoon with attached imfamtry into
the vtown and actasking the house fermerly used as the (Ps Thiz house was at
this time used for the detaining of the prisomers captured by the ersmy from the
27¢h infuntry Battalion, ' : ' -

Approximately 20 to 36 infentry from the 27th Infartry Battalion arrived at
the company A position at abo:t this times Capt Soumas asked his tank platoen
leaders for a volunteer to-leud a tank platoon inte the village of Heubruek,
lst Lt David Py Duck voluntesred immedistely.

The mission of recapturing the 27th Infantry (P was undsrtaken at ones,
Lt Duck's pluto.m with about § infantrymen riding om each tanmk proceeded on the
road South of Neubruek leading down the hill into the villaze.

8#. lest plutoon of OCempany A was in direot support of L% Duck's yhmnp

As Lt Duok's plitoon proeseded down the hill towards the village his platoon
oame under heavy arsillery fire, The infantrymen on the tanis hit the ground amd
took cower, The tenk platoon proveeded into the towm, at this time there were
epproximately 6 infantrymen with the tank platoom. 7The tank platoom approashed
the Infantry C.Ps, LS Dusk sprayed the upper story of the houss with machine gun
fire, the enswy mmained 1n the house. At this time the rrisoners from the 27T4h
Infantry were-held by the enemy in the basement of the building.: At this time.

Lt Duok seelng that the machine gun fire did not have _eaffect on the enemy
fired ssveral rounds of Tésm HeE. inte the top of the ;:{‘hgc After this astion
several of the enemy same out of the ho :e0 and survendered. Seeing that the
remaincer of the ememy and the prisoners were still inm the building, 1zt L& Duek
then dismounted frem his tank and with the five infantrymen who had accompanied
his tanks advaneed on tho CF. WMilding under the wewer of the {ire from his tanks,
The cnemy then surrendered and swnewated the house, giving up the prisoners frem
the 27¢h Infantryes The sommanding of fiocer of the infantry, Lt Col Oumminge, then
agoomp«nied L% Dusk ard twe tanks Vo the other end of the town where the 27th
Infantry Med Det with its persomnel togethor with weunded persomnel were loeated
arxxd ware sent %0 the rear, In this adtion 19 prigoners were taken,

A% 1330 hours Company B was attacied by evemy imfantry from the weods %0
the souths This attaek was supported by artillery fires The attack was repulsed
and the enemy infantry was pinned dewms However, inammuch as Company B lacked
. Infantry suppert they were wmable %o "mep up” the enesy or te sounterattask,

A% 1430 hours, 22 December tho Battalion CP was moved to another :
building in the western edge of Grufflingen at 818827, As a result of orders
received from the (ommanding General Oombut Gormand "BY, 94h Armored Division,
the company commanders were oalled into the 0.Pe to receive new dispositions for

the ni#:t. .

At 1700 hours eompenios "K" and "L" of the 4Mth 'Inf!mﬂnn- -assignod: )o‘tﬂﬁu
to sappers eempanieg "B® and "0' 0 the south, The osmpaniee arrived in the
Battalion ares at 1000, AS 1906 hours, the 353d plateon of Company B was alerted
to b:lm ] o:v;x:; suppors of Company ? :!l‘ne:x;:: patrolling in and noxleh of
aruf * on frem Corpany A of the rgkbctr’yormm
was also attached %0 Compamy D vio assist in this operatien, ¢ o
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During shis entire night Oompany D was in congtant eentast with ey
patrols in and south of Grufflingen. Enemy tanks and other wehicles could be
pluinly heard by (ompany Ds A% dark Company D captured a horse drswa wagon
which comtained quantities of food whieh had been cooked by onemy sympathigers
in Grufflingen and was deing smugzled to the enemy.

The oivilian s tustion in Grut'flingen was bad as the majority of oivilians
appeared to de enemy sympathigers and were treated as such.

Company D took mmerous enemy targets under fire, One house belioved to
be oacupied by an enemy patrol for the purpose of adjusting artillery fire was
oot on fire by H.E. and destroyed,

The town of Grufflimgen was subjeoted to harras:ng enemy assault gun fire
and some mortar fire durigg the night,

~From 0001 to 0400 hours, 25 Lsoember 1944, Oowmpany D with the asslstance
of the attached Tank Destroyer Platoon contimued astive patrols im Arufflingen
and iow.rdi_ﬂlonono

Strong enemy pressure was exerted on the 27th Infantry position im Neubruck
&t 0130 hours and at 0300 hours the Infantry began to fall bask towards Orufflingenm.
This withdrawal was covered by Jompany A which frequently was between the 27th
Infantry and the opemys Oompany A experienced diffioulty in effectively using
ﬁk woapons as 1t was impossible to distinguish between frisndly and enemy
antry. : .

From 0200 to 0230 the Battaliom Xortar FPlatoom fired in an emwry colwmn
sdvanoing up the draw at 8356846,

Company A took up new positione at 824853 and held until 0930, At 0430
during the early morning two Oompany A tanke became mired in soft ground, The
Battalion Maintenanoe Ofiiocer, Oapt Oseil Eo Roberts with a tank recovery wehicle
was sent out and sucoessfully recovered the vehioles,

At 0830 hours, orders were received from the Oormarding Oeneral, CC "B*
for the withdrawal of the Combet command towards Maldingen.

D ~ During the night at aboutldO230 hours, 25 Desember 1944, an enery patrol was
reported in -hs western edge of Orufflingen, The Headquarters Company Cosmander,
Capt Frank M, Simons, was eent out on a patrol to investigates This ratrol
returnec to the CePe at about 0346 hours ard reported thet ememy horse drawm
artillery was moving into position north and west of Grufflingen,

The withdrawal of the Battalion was accomplished under the oover of Company
A with apaxy C of the Z7th Infantry sttacked and Cempany B of the 1l4th Tank Ba
with Compamy A of the £7th Infantry attached. C(ompany ¢ of the 27th Infantry did
not report to the campsny A position, but com A of the 27th Infantry did repers
to the company B position but withdrew inmsdiately. ‘

The withdrawal starved at 0830 with Company ¢ lead by that companies bulldezer
tank; all units were ¥ ithdrawn without imcident exvept Company A whioh was the
last unit of the ocombat command to withiraw,

VWhen Oompany A passed the orossroads at Grufflingen at 1000 and hsaded
towards Maldinger the eompany ocame under the fire of four antietank guns oowering
the Maldingen=Gruffl ingen road beyond Arufflingen. The first wwo tanks in the
column were kihnooked cut by the enemy antistank fires the anti=tank guns were
silenoed und deetroyed hy the eompany's cutflanking attack on the position, Prier

leavi t8 or positien Compamy A recovered three U.8. wvehicles whish hed
i:: mn?dxw &f"uﬁ. Three shemy eommend wehigles nn.kmehd out as
position,
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The Rattalien moved on the route Maldingen, Beho, Salmohatesu, Liermeux,
to Nalempre, AS 1630 hours 20 Desenber 1944, the Bastalion was assigned to the
Liernsux ares and olosed in bivouso at langival near Leirmeux at 2200 hours.

At 3000 hours 235 Deaember the Battalion was informed that it was attached %o
the 88nd Alrborne Division and that 1% was in the XVIII Oorps (Airborme). A%
2030 hours the same date the assistans divigion eommander, Colonel Ira P, Swifs,
of she 88nd Alrborme Division, who waz the former Hegimsntal Commanier of the l4th
Armored Hegiwment, arrived at the Battalion CePe O(olonel sSwift issued orders te
the Battalion (osmanier to establish a road block at the srossroads a$ Manhaye
Company C was immediately alerted and sent to Manhay at 2100 hours to establish
the road blook, One light tank from Company D was sent to the Forward Echelom
of the 82nd Alirborne Nivision at Bra ¢o meintain radio cortast with Company ©
at the ro«dblook at Manhay, '

On 84 Deoember word was received at 1080 hours, that the town of Regme,
Belgium had been eaptured by the edemy from a ocompary of the 376th Regiment,
82nd Airborne Divigione The 82nd Airborme Division then requested tank suppors
% aid in recapturing the town. Company A was assigned this migsion and moved
from Jansival to Viereumont at 1130, At this point the tank and airborn personnel
were briefed on the situstiom and the Lirborme Infantry Compeny was mounted om
the tunks and the oombined force moved to the high groumd just north of g,
osoordinates 617872 (Mup Meference: irance and Belgium, 1/50,000, sheet #68).
Two plutoons then attacked towards Regne moving ore on each side of the Regnee
Lierneux roac with the infuntry riding the tanks., The company hwadquarters and
the lst plttoom of Company A remained on the high ground to estadblish and meintain
& bage of fires Ae the tanks reached the edge of the town the Infantry proceeded
on foot ahead of the tanks into the town of Regnes By 1430 hours the town was
recaptuired,

After the capture of the town. the emesy did not make am at empt to reenter the
town, the en ry bLegan to use effeotive anti=tank fire from the high ground %o the
south of Regne, This fire was direeted at the (ompany A tanks, this fire was res
turned by Oompany A, and in the emsuing fire fight Oompany A lost three (3) tanks.
As part of tho fire came from ensmy tanks on the ridge, Company A kmooked out
five Lark VI tanks, :

A% 1616 hours Company B was sent % sssist Company A but was recalled prior
%0 resching Jegne, as orders ha: been received Ly the Battalion at 1610 heurs fer
a Ve to & different sreas Ome platoon from Company A of the 81lth Tank Destroyer
Rattalion was sent as 1700 hours %o cover the withdreawal of Compeny Ae

A% 1000 hours Oompany C and the rest of the Dat:alion as well as the whole
Oombat Oormard went under the direot cortrol of the XVIII Oorps (Airbome).

At this time Company C was ordersd to e relioved from its read blook
" mission, but these orders md not been received by ofiieers of the 3rd and 7¢h
Ammored Divigions who were in oharge of operations at the orossroads in Manhay,

In the meantime the Cormanding Officer of Company C, at 1500 hours, had
received orders to send one tank platoon on the mission of ocontacting suspeated
eremy anti~-tank guns, enemy tarks, ahd enemy infamtry or the read to La Foasse
from kanhaye 2nd Lt Hugh Re Morrisor and the 3m platoom of (ewmpany C were sent
on this mission, All went well with the platvoon until they reached the vieinisy
of La Fosse vhen four (4) tanks from the platoon were simulsanecusly knoocked
out IEwwn omx fire t Morrison withdrew hise k to rand wi
assistanoce of hias {. _toon' %ngml reorganized tgo {ll:goou. ”" personne 3‘ ;
this platoon were later 1 acocunted for" and rejoined the oompany,.



Throughout the day of 24 December, Company C was com.itted
on various local actions, ' .

, Finally, at 18500 huuro‘ Cownpany C was relleved when the
Comuanding General of CC ¥B® zade cuntact with the 82nd Alirborne
Division and caused the necessary orders to be lssusd, The
codpany than reassembled in the vicinity of Bra at 1800 hours,

The orders received by the Battalion at 1610 hours placed the
Battalion and CC WB* inXV1ll Corps (Airborne) reserve and ordered
the movement of the Battulicn at dark to an assembly erea east
of Vaux Chavanne, there to be prepared to move farther north,
After the disengagement of Companies A and C had been accomplishd
the Battalion moved from Lansival along the rcute Lierneux, Bra
to vieinity Vaux Chavanne, The Battallon: closed in the assem '
area at 2030 hours, Company C rejoined thne Batt.lion at Bra as
the column passed through that town, :

During this movement of the Battalion out of the Lierneaux
ares a traffic jam occurred in Company D's column, In attempting
to straighten out the traffic snarl, Captain Harold C, Wright
was erushed between & tank and a truck, He was imuediately
ewacuat#dd und 1st Lt, Paul M, Fisher assumed command of the

o] Ompw ™

Orders were rece.ved by Liaison Officer in the assembly area
that the Battalion would move to a position 3000 yards north of
Webermont vis Manhay and N15 passing Manhay at 2320 hours, The
Battalion left the assembly area at 2300 hours and moved towards
Manhay, As the head of the Colwm approsched Manhay it was noted
that friemdly infantry were digging in along the north side of
the road, Then tracer fire was noted couing frou the South
from the woodetk sstthmn, and appeared to be. aimed at the hca& of
the column, There was also tracer fore coming directly into
the town of which was being returned from personnel in
the tomn, The column halted about 400 yerds short of the town as
the vehicles of Battery D of the 482 AAA Battalion were parked
along the road in preparation to infiltrate into the cclumn, and
vehicles coming from the opposite direction blocked the road,

At this time, “ajor John E, Chandler, who was leading the
column in the counand half track, dismounted and proceaded to the
crossroads in Manhay ¢z a discounted reconnaissance, ajor
Chandler foumd that the trops in the town were in a panicky
condition, at that time, caused by erronecus reporis of enezy -
tiger tais in the town. Major Chandler, as he did not find any
evidence of tiger tanks in the town, retwrned to the coumand track
and lead the colunn forward, As the column reached the cross
road at Manhay it was under moderate and inaccurate maching gun
fire, This fire was being returned by troops in the town, As the
column turned the corner and headed north on the Manhay Werbomont *
road considerable difficulty was experienced as the road was
conjested with miscellaneous military vehicles driven in rost
cases by troops in a panicky condition,
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After the first part of the column comsisting of Battalion
Headquarters and the vehicle of Hq and Hq Company had eleared the
ocrossyoads at Manhay the fure fight and the congestion of vehicles
was such that further clsarance through the point was lupossibles
The Battalion Commander Ghmk direedsd that radic contact be made
with CC "B® which had moved northeast of Harse, the Headquarters
colusmn woved north until such contact eould be made,

At 0200 hours, R5 December the Battalion Heasdquarters srrived
at Houssenloge and established radio contact with CC "B" and expls
ained the situation at Manhay, Orders were received from CC ¥*B®
that an alternate routs was not available to the Battalion, and
that it would #ave to fight its way through Xanhay as best it
could, The Headquarters section them returned to Webermont where
radio contact was re-estadlished with the baslance of the Battalion
and orders from CC "B¥ were relayed to the Battallion Comuandery

Meanwhile the Battalion Commander had contacted Headquarters,
88nd Airborme Division at Bre and sscured clearange on the mi
Hablemont, and Webermont road, The column had been turned around
and was moving to Webermont on Mimipwad. The sarch was eqnpleted
without further misshap and the Nastaliom clesed in Biyouac at :
0830 hours, 88 December 1944 in an ares two mAles west of Harse,

, Dwy: the afternmoor of £5 December the Battalion sent dili-
eting xlmrt 8 to Les Baty Belgium, billets were secured and the
Battalion moved into Les Baty Coordinates gam (Map reference,
France and Belgium, 000, Sheet No, 80),

The Battalion remsined in Les Baty from the afternoon of Rb
December till 58 December, 1944, Perscnned were in fine spirits
tho tired and worn out, During this period personsl maintenance
and m were stressed, The Battalion was still in XV1ll
Corps ( | reserve, o |

At 1630 homrs 88 Decesber 1944, the Battalion moved to Bomael,
Belgiun marching a distance of 8 miles, and arriving at 1730 howurs,

The Bagstalion entered dillets in mb:{ At #96, Bomal the Battalicn

CP was estadllished in a acafe~garage lding, All tzoops were
again in BPillets, The BaStalion was placed on s 30 mipute alert
?:rmt s um$il £80R hours at which time it was plased on a one houy
& ™ . , '

The location of the CP was moved to a furniture store in the
genter of Bomal of 29 Degemder at 1500 homes, All eonpanies
shifted their Billets around to more oconfortadble quarters, The
eompany commanders were sent out $0 recomneiter the road net
between Bomal and Le Orands Pre, Belgium, The reconnaissance
Pla toom was also sent out on g4l reconnaissance missions,

On 30 December the Battalion was placed on the alert %o
repel possidbls snamy parashute attacks, One platoon of Company
P was alerted and sent on a road dlock mission at a rosd junetiom
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Just west of Eresee Belgium, 2nd Lt, Donald P, Lynn the rec-
onnaissance platoon leader was sent with the platoon as & guide
to the road Junction, When the platoon arrived at the road
Junction it was found that the 75th Infantry Division had already
- established a road dlock with taks in position at the road bluck
the platoon then returneu to Bomal, The Battalion was still on,
& one houp alert,

The day of 31 December wus qule’ but during the night
friendly artillery in positions near the clty raised quite a
rackist., . A buzz bomd ,assed over the CP its motor shut off,
the whistle of its plunga ccould be heard, and it exploded in
the air approximately 2 miles north of the CP,

. At this time the total losses of the Battalion 1n‘persannel
were as followss
i

The total offlcer and enlisted strength of each coupany was
as followsg

Bq.

Hqs Co, 5 0 “
80, Cos 4 k] 108
A Co, 6 0 93
B Co, 5 0 . 96
C OCp. 5 0 108
D Co, ) Q Yé

it - ~+ -

Late in the afterncon of 1 January 1lu4dd, CC *"B" called for
billeting parties, The Battalion departed Bomal at 2025 hours 1
January 1845 for buvouac area in the vicinity of Lorce, Belgium,
The distance marched was 13 miles, The Battalion bdvouaood in a
pine woods in the snow and cold, closing in bivouse &t <230 hours,

The Battalion CP moved into Chessions, Belgium on £ January
1945, Inasmuch as billets were not available for the belance of
‘the battalicn, the rest of the battalion stayed in bivouae,

From 1 January to 7 January 1945 the battalion remained in
this area, The Battalion drew MeAZ Diesel tanks and distriduted
them to the ¢ o8, During tuls period the Battalion was still
on a oné howr ert,
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At G920 h.urs, 7 January 1945 the head of the eolumn left
Bye Coy area 2 miles scuth of Lorce, Belgium with the destination
of Rosoy, France, The Ba, marched a distance of 131 miles over
treachercus icey roads through the Meuse River Valley, 4
~beautiful and historiec Buildings were noted on the march,
Ba., arrived in Rogoy, France at 0130 h.urs 8 January, 1845,

A 11 Companies of the battalin were billetted in the town
Rozoy exoept Company A which wus billetted in the town of
Fraillegourt, France, The Bn, was beck under the control of the
CG Oth Armored Division and was told that it wes in a rest arss,
All persomnel immediately started to cateh up on lost sleep, and
personal maintenance, Arrangements were made for all persacnnel
of the Bn to secure & bath and to trade all their dirty clothes,
This mission was never accomplished at this time, as at adbout
2000 hours 9 January, 1946 the En, was placed on & one (1) hour
alert for movement and alli recreational plans were dniediately
throm to the four winds, ‘

At about 0200 hours 10 January, lu45 the En, Liaison Officer
2nd Lt. Raymond L, Lewis arrived w&%h,ordar: for the Bus departure
in the morning, The Bn left Rosoy at 0800 hours 10, Janua o
1845 with the destination of Verdun ,France where the Battal
was to have the mission of establishing and maintaining bridge
guards, The Bn was attached to the 28th Infantry Divisionm, and
was again cut of 9%h Armored Division control, At 1580 hours
havi:ilzarchnd & distance of 89 miles the Bn arrived &t Verdun,
The otts were old French military barracks dut were in a
gitlrul condition as the window lights were nonexistent and the
ulldings in general we:e in a rilthy condition, The Bn arrived
in Verdtm less Companies B and D which were sent on seperate
missions to Stemay snd Montfoucon respectively,

At 1000 hours 11 January 1945 the Bn CP was moved to a
chateau at 11 Rus Saint Maar in Verdwn, The Pn was placed on a
one howr alerti. The Bn and the whole Combat Command were t. .
again placed under Oth Armcred Divisiom control as of 1200 houprs
11 Januvary,1945, '

The Bn then moved from Verdun at 1830 hours 11 Yanuary for
the 8th Armored Division assexbly area in the vieinity of Ftain,
France, Bm Hq,, Hq, Co, and Service Co:pany billeted in Xirwy
Circourt, France, Co, A billetted in Avilliers Prance, Co, C
in Doniprix, Co, D in Rechicourt, and Co, B 4in I ourt,

The Bn was alerted to move after 1000 hours, 12 January .
19456, billetting parties were sent out at 0800 18 January, i845.
The ﬁn woved at 1720 hours, 12 January, 1048, ﬁo the Div&sfon
assembly area in the vicinity of kets, France, The Bn arrived
at its new billets at Bettelainville, 8 miles north east of Nets
:; 2215 hours, 12 Yanuayy, 1945 having marched a distance of

> miles, ‘ '
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EqQ & By Owpany, Serviee Company and Oempany B were billeted in v
Bettela 1ley OCompeny A in Altroff; Osmpeny D in Hessdange; and OGompany
0 in Chelaincours Chau.

During the period 12 Jamuary 1946 to O Pebruary 1946 the Battaliom
proceedsd on personal maintenmanes, recreation, and training, On 15 January
. 1948, kujor Oliver W, Sehants, 0332119 was relioved from assigmment to the
Battalion and was transferred to the 2nd Tank Battalioms Major John E. Chamdler,
0361811, who had been Bn £=3 boseme the Battalion Exeoutive Offfcer, On 16
Jamary, 1946, @8 reinfordements were assigned to the Battalion, Oaptain Oeeil
E+ Roberts, 0400932, the former Battalien Noter Offiocer becams the Bn Se3.
Lte O0l, Pdward J. Rodden, 0281045 was sssigned to the Battalion on 24 January
1946, for the purpose of recelving training,

Captain Aubrey M. Hurt, 0336860, the Battalion Se2 was evacuated to the
hospital on 35 Jamuary 1946, Omptain Fhillp B, Pits, was evacuated to the .
‘hospital on 26 Jamuary 1946, 1st Lte Oarl B Linder, Jre., 01011420 then
aseumed ocommand ¢f Osmpany B, 14th Tank Battaliom. Om 26 Janwary 1945, lst
L%e Eax Dy MoLaughlin the former Bastaliom Adjutant decame the Bastalion 5«3
and aoting Adjutant,

The feollewing decorutions wers awarded to persormel of this Battalioms

silver star

ll'ro b:or:u ca ﬁm;rng;zi’::(:”nt. [: ] @ 12, Hq 9th Anox;o;! g:vuh-.
st Lt Jo rimbe i ‘Ay Hq S%h Armored Diviglen,
2. s20s028), %, 00 15,

8/8g% Geerge A. Varie, 3 M q 9th Armored Divigiom,
© Opl Remwman A, ih, ¢ s As 90 20, Hq 9¢h Armored Divisiom,.
Pfe Walter B, Oninm, 35867480, 0o A,” U0 30, Hq 9th Armored Divigion.
Teo § (larense A, Willisms, 36UTISS, Med Det, 00 30, HQ 9th urmored Divisiem,

" Brense SWar Medsl

Sgb Barry Petheff, 36158347, Oo G, 00 18, Hq Sth Armored Divisiem,
Thomas W, Chapman, Jr,, l, & a0 12, Bq 9th /mored Division,
Osl Lesmard B, Engeman, 0304490, Bn 13, Hq 9th Arwmored Division,
Tee & Trig L. large, 131} s ® A R Armored Divisioen, '
Cpl lement A, Vegman, MOBIITN'A. a0 19, Hq 9th Armored Divisionm,
Pvé Ouy W. Oareway, 35667472, G0 X1, 00 19, Ng 9th Armored Division,
Pvs Pred B. wels, 53636423, 0 19, Hq 9%h Armored Divisiom,
sgt Buren J, Jolmsen, 370004W9, Oo A, 00 16, Hq 9¢h Armered Divisienm,
Tee 4 Stanley Barases, smaou."'ré, G0 16, Hq 9th Armered Divisien,

AS 1400 hours 10 Pebruary 1945, the Bn Liaison Officer arrived in the Ba
with the news thut the Bn would send a billeting officer to Division Hq. a%
0800 hours 10 Pebruary 19456 and to expeet movement during 10 Februsry. A% 0500
hours he returned to the Battaliom with news that the Bn would be moving around 1000
hours 10 Feb 1945, Orders were actually received at 0700 hours and the Bn moved
. from Bettelainville at 1043 hours, 10 Pebruary with the destination of a mew-
division assembly area in the vioinity of Liege, Belgium. The Bm actuslly.
traveled a distance of 69,7 miles to Longwy when orders were received that the
Bn would turn around and return to Bettelainville as the move was called off. The
Bn errived in Bettelainville at 2246 hours, 10 February 1945, The Bn then
procesded with tsraiming and housekseping,
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On 22 Pobruary, the u-ttaliom agai~ bigsm a z:ch that was to take then
112 wiles %o Meissin, Belgium, and then to Diugne, closlng into the latter on
23 Pebruary at 1245. From the 24th tc 27th of February, 40 new sets of tracks
were regeived and installad. Pive MiAS tank:s were turned in and the new M6
4% ton Pershinge were received for the lst plioon of Oo A. These new tanks
were picked up as the ouwtfit moved through Aachen on the 25th, on the way to
cross the Roer River to the vieinity of Seller.

Immediately upon arrival at Soller, Germany, at 1730 howrs, the company
commanders were oalled together and a combat order was issusd. Three task
foroes were formed for the purpose of capturing the towne of Muddershein,
Disternish, and Severnich, all located on the lieffel River. The eomposition of
the task foroes (known as A, B, and Q) was:

L4 roags 4 JASK_JORGE Lak_FOROE G
Company 4, 18th Tank Bn Companyy B, 14%h Tenk Ba Gompany C, 13th lenk Ba

Qompany 4, 27th A.I.B. Qompany B, 2Tth Al.B. Company C, 27th A.leBe
~ Plat. Jo B, 9th Engr Bn Plat Co B, 9th Engr Bn Plat Co B, 9th Engr Bn

Oompany D of the l&4th wes given the mission of sereening the attack by
teking up positions on the right flank. A resonmsissamse unit of CC B had
previously reported the town of Froitzheim tc be clear of enemy troeps, se Co
D moved out shead of the attack to take up their position. As Vhe company
approached the town (Proitzheim) and when the load tenk wa: within 200 yards
of the first building, four enemy AT guns cuddenly opened fire on the coluam.
The order to withdraw was given, but before it could be sccomplished ‘one tank
wee struck and the entire erew lost. A second tank beo:me mired in the wud and
the orew brought under smell arme fire as they attempted to svacumte. A third
tank was hit by AT fire, dringing the total casuslties to seven killed and
two wounded.

4 The position of the AT guns was given to the worter plhoon leader, Li.
Guy R. Copeland, and he immediately laid down fire im am attempt to help the
wounded men return to our limee. Two men did return and were evacusted.

At this time, Tuell Forees A end B were re-routed to go through Veittwels,
and frow there t0 proceed on their mission.

The three task forces enecoumtered heavy twffic but no opposition as they
moved to their objeetives. At 2330, Tack Force O had reached their objectlive,
and was outposting it inm preparation of building a bridge across the leffel
_ 'River. Tack Forde A had been halted ot 2003 by order from OC "pe,

L & this time a few difficulties were encountered. The engineer officer

" with Foree O reported he did not have the wem or equipment to bridge the river.
But by O743, on 1 March, the town of Muddersheiw was clesred of enexy and the
bridge building began. After additions) material wae reaived, it was completed
' noon .

4% 0230 hours, Compary B encountered booby traps while moving through
Sievernich. The infantry dismounted end moved through the town, locating one
AT gun. Several ememy prisorers were captuwed, and patrols searched for a
bridge site. at 0915, the company had crossed the Heffel and held the existing
btidgt.

In the meantime, Company A had received orders to cormtinue on their alssion
and at 0150 reeched their objective end :ent infantry petrols imto the town of
Disternich. 4 few minutes later, ensmy artillery began to fall on their
positions, and the gompany retwrmed it by using the FO with Company @. Just at
dawn, a small smoumt of AT fire was resoived, but wad soon silenced. At OTH)
the company attasked Bisternich in fores. - B
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On 22 Pebruary, the uxttalicm azei~ bigsm a z:7ch toat was to take then
112 miles %o Maissin, Belgium, and thes to Diegne, sloslag into the latter on
23 Pedruary at 1245. From the 2Ath tc 27th of February, 40 new sets of tracks
were regeived and installad. Pive MiA5S tanks were turned in and the new M
4% ton Fershings were received for the 1st plioon of Oo 4. These new tanks
were picked up as the outfit moved through Aachen on the 23th, on the way teo
eross the Roer River to the vieinity of Seller.

Immediately upon arrivel at Soller, Jermany, at 1750 hours, the sompany
cozmanders were called together and a combat order was issusd. Three task
foroes were formed for the purpese of eaptwring the towne of luddersheim,
Disternish, end Severnich, all located on the leffel River. The eomposition of
the task foroes (known as 4, B, and §) was:

L4 PORGE 4 245K JORGE B 24 FQROE 4
Qompany 4, 14th Tank Bn Company B, 14th Tenk Ba Company C, 13th lank Ba

Qompeny 4, 27th A.1.B. Company B, 2Tth Al.B. Company C, 27th Ae.leBe
 Plat. Jo B, 9th Engr Ba Plat Co B, 9th Engr Bu Plat Oo B, 9th Engr Bn

Oompany D of the 14th was given the mission of saeresening the attack by
teking up positions on the right flamk. A resonmissance unit of OC B had
previously reported the town of Froitzheim tc be clear of enemy troeps, se Co
D moved out ehwad of the attack to take up their position. As the ecompany
approached the town (Froitzheim) and when the lead tamt wac within 200 ysrds
of the first building, four enemy AT guns cuddenly opened fire on the coluam.
The order to withdraw was given, but befors it could be sccomplished 'one tank
wes struck and the entire erew lost. A second tank beg:me mired in the wud and
the orew Wrought under emell erms fire as they attempted to evacumte. A third
tank was hit by aT fire, bringing the total casualties to seven killed and
two wounded.

4 The position of the AT guns was given to the wortar plhoon leader, Lt.
Guy R. Oopeland, and he immediately laid down fire in am attempt to help the
wounded wen return to our limss. Two men did return and were ovasuated.

At this time, Taesll Porees A end B were re-roubed to go through Veitiwels,
and from there %0 procesd on their mission.

The three taszk forces ensoumtered heavy tmffic but no opposition az they
moved to their objestives. At 2%30, Task Foroce O had reached their objective,
and was outposting it in preparation of building & bridge across the Neffel
_'River. Task Force A bad been halted et 2003 by order from 0C b : L

L 4t this time a few difficullies were encountered. The engineer officer

. with Poree G reported he did not have the wen or equipment to bridge the river.
But by 0743, on 1 March, the town of Muddersheim was cleared of ereny and the
bridge building began. After additioba] material was reatved, it was completed
ly roen.

Ab 02% hours, Comperny B encountered booby traps while moving through
Sievernich. The infaniry dismounted end moved through the town, losating one
AT gwm. Several ememy prisomers were captuwred, and patrols searched for a
bridge site. at 0915, the company had oroecsed the Neffel and held the existing
bridgc.

In the meantime, Company A had received crders to continue on their mission
and at 0130 reeched their objective and :ent infantry patrols imto the town of
Disternich. A few minutes later, emsmy artillery began to fall on their
positions, and the company retuwrmsd it by using the FO with Company §. Just at
dewn, a smell amoumt of AT fire was received, but wad soon silenced. At OTH5

et

the compary attasked Bisternich in foree.
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& midnight, Jompary D eomtacted Qompany C, 656 Tank Destroyer Battalionm,
and at 0237 was relisved by the latter and moved near Veitweis to fulfil their
original miseion of sereening the sttack. Enemy aotivity was observed to the
front, and the fire of Mortar and assault gun platoons were laid down. 4n eneng
minefield was located on the company'e right.

4t 0930 on the morning of 2 Merch 1945, the orders for the days stack
were received from CJ "B%. Ihe objegtives were:
Task Force A - Derkum, Germsny on the irft Oanal
Task Force B - Mulheim, Germany on the irf$
Task Force Q¢ - Aeillerwist, én the irft
The companies were tc jump off at 1500 howrs, but at 1130, Oompany B wac
committed on the orders of the 27th A.l.3. commender.

& 1400, Compmny 5 jumped off, and A and G followed an hour later. Hoavy
AT fire was regeived by all companies, Company 4 losing fowr tenks frow anemy
guns in the vieinity of #eiler, and C losing three from thece same enemy guns.
Plenty of artillery was brought dcwn in an effort to cilence these guns, and
petrcls were used to flush the woods near sievernich and weller. &t this time,
let Lt. #illiam F. DelaMater assumed command of Company C. A single enemy plane
ropeetedly strafed C and A with no effect of dammge to either.

At 1410, Coupary O was sttached to 2nd Bn of 310 Infarkry. All companies
moved forward slowly, emcountering eppesition. At 1710, B was on their objective.

During the night of 2-3 Marsh, 0 lost two more tanks and B lost one. Task
Force A Jumpsd the Roth River and moved intc Lommsrsum. Qompany D, with the
assault guns and mortars attmched, moved east of Heiderburg to observe the town
of Klein. Force C hurried to somplete treadway bridge, and finished it et 0330.
Force A lald a bridge across the Erft Camal! at Derkium.

&% this time, the entire combat command was attached to the 9th Infariry
Division. On the ASh Merch, Company O, D, the assault gun and mortar platoons
were relisved, and $ook over e large chateau et SJertrudehof.

On the Jth, Compeny B, along with B of the 27%h Imfumiry, teok the towam
of Esch, and the battalion moved there and outposted the town thet night. By
2145, B hed teken Ludendorf and lmd infamkry in Eseig.

At 0840 of the Sth Mareh, the bastalion moved to Ludendorf, where they
received a fow rounds of artillery and coon sfter started towsrd Miel, and
following this, Morehoven.

At this time s queer situation arose. The O3 feund the roads filled with
the advaneing colwan and ho had diffioulty in driving forward. BHe ordered the
battalion ceamander to clear the roads, and an alternete route was chosen and
pert of the column was sent along it. This new column had Company B, 27th
Infantry, D of the 14th and scsault gun platoom. After leaving Miel, [ fanned
out to allow A Company to go through, and follewed A,

By operating two columns, eaech converging on the same objectives,
suoccessive double envelopments folloved which were very sugeesaful. The
final objsotive wss Stadt keckenheim, and Jompanies A and B entered the town
simultaneously from opposite ends. 4s they were mopping up, Ompt 3oumas, QO
of Jompany 4 whose code name was "Greek" was heard to call Red (Capt Lindee,
® of Oompery B) to say *Be damm sure you shoot Krauts, we're getting pretty
close to sagh other".

The reconnaissance platoon of Lt. Doneld F. Lynn ocaptured the town of
Pepperhagen, including six prisoners.

AV 1700, the 0O of Gombat Command *B" arrived in Stadl Meskemheim and
outlined a plan for an immediste attack toward the Rhime River, seven miles
avay. & light tank platoom of Qompany D wes alerted t¢ ast as the point, b
before the plan could oe put imte sciion, all orders were camselled end inatead,
the town was owbpostied for the night.
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Stadt Meckenheiw ned been ~orkd over $horoughkly by frierdly air the
previous day.

: ine 7th of March, 194%, was a red letter d=, for the l4th Tank Battalion.

It saw the accomplishment of a feat that brought oredit tc be abvscrbed by the
entire 9th Armored Division, the whole U.8. ‘rmy, and the World. One of the
greatest single actions of the entire European war - the capture of the
Ludendorf Bridge at Remagen and the first allied troops to cross the Rhine River.

The action has been hailed: Time Magezine (19 March) "It was a moment for
higtory"; Gen. Cmar N. Bradley (8 June) "Onme of the major 'oreaks' the American
arcies had in aurope was the capture of the Reuagen bridge inteot®; U.8. Mirst
dray (8 March) *Taking of the bridge intact undoubtedly changed the entire
complexion of the war®; United Press (8 Maroh) ™. . . . the wer in the West
might have been held up indefinitely at the Rhine"; ‘asociated Press (8 March)
"The ewift sensationsl crossing was the biggest military triumph since the
Normandy landings, and was a battle feat without porallel since Nepoleons
conquering legions crossed the Rhine early in the last sentury"; eneral
Eisenhower, Supreme Allied Commander (3 Marsh) "The whole Allied forse is
delighted to cheer the United States Pirst Army whose speed and boldness have
won the race to establish the firet bridgehead over the Rhine®.

And now for the story. Qompani:<s O and B were to move to Jelsdorf, then
left through Eckendorf, and down to Sinmig.

The left ooluzn Was led by a platoon of Company 4, l4%h Tank sattelion,
and a pMoon of the 27th Infantry Oompany A. The eolumn moved out of Stedt
Meckenhein at 0820, amid =2 great desl of confusion and snarled traffic, and
captured the towns of Adendorf, Arzdorf, #erthhoven, and Birresdorf before
reaching Rezagen. Up to this point, very light resistance haed been met. The
infantry had dismounted before reaching Arsdorf to cleen out AT guns located
in the woods, and again between Birresdorf and Remagen to eliminate 2 small
enemy patrol. At one point in the woods, » large ordnance depot was disecovered,
containing both numercus vehicles and huge quantities of large ocaliber
esmunition. Throughout this advance, wany German prisoners could be seen
walking down the highwey toward the rear, being waved on by each elowent in
the column. '

4t four ziputes before 1300 hours, Lt. John Griamble, comunding the lead
platoon, reported that he was on a hill overlooking Remagen, and that civilisn
and military traffic was moving scross the bridge. Time fire was placed on
the oridge by the artillery.

Now was the time to set up a new plan, since it was learned that the bridgze
was intact. Lt. Col. Engeman wes designated as comusznder and he decided $o
send the infantry into Remagen under cover of the trees on the left of the road.
The tanks of the first platoon cf Coupeny A were to lead Qompany O of 27¢h AIB
into town on the main roed. The dissounted doughbecys were :siven a 30 minute
lead to coordinate the attack. )

At 1420, the firs: platoon of Company 4 jumped off to enter Remagsn. [hey
moved down to the brid;e, ensountering only samil arms fire, and progeeded to
lay down fire to cover the crossing of the infentry. The balance of Company A
then proceeded into Rema en. The assault guns and mortars, deployed on the high
hills overlooking the Rhine, and laid WP on the esst bank to screen the crossing.
The wind was very etrong, but the infsntry stated thet the smoke ssreen was
very effective.

At 12 winutes past three, lst Lt 3rimble reported that one demolition charge
on the bridge had veen set off by the enemy, but the brid;e was only slightly
danaged. The redic was jawmed with orders and reports - -

*Pull forward, driver - that's it - hold it there - Gunmey caliber 30

on $hat Krasut ruuning soross the strest. Holy 3moke ! - look at thet dama
big train -~ throw an AP into that sonofabiteh®.
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Two minutes later, Lt. Ool. ingeman ordered the infantry o oross,
covered by the fire of Coumpany A. The first doughboy, a sergeant, was
seen to Jump to his feet, and half esrcuching, start running scrces the
oridge. His squad followed close behind.

"This is S-2. A German PW reported that the bridge is to be blown
at 1600 hours®.

This message came through at 1520 hours.

The samoke screen was veaubiful to see. On the bridge, 300 yards long,
a line of doughboys was moving steedily across. They reached the esst bank at
% minutcs before four O'clock, and begen to fan oub. The engineers rushed out
to tear the wirss loose from the demolition charges.

“This is Qorn. There's a big boat coming down the river - should I
knook it offt®-

Chapliin Gibble stood on the high hill overlooking Remegen and beautiful
Rhine valley. He took pictures of the first men to cross, of the sudke and
HEZ landing in Erpel, the fast flowing Rhine moving below the tIree span bridge.
Many pioctures he took, kmowing well that it was a historic momemt. Later, e
correspondent from the Associated Press told him to name his own price for "The
only piotures of the crossing of the Rhine". But no - the camers and film had
veen lost in the cheplain's pesp, when he had loaned the vehicle to the wedios
to evacuate wounded. Early the next morning, the Chaplain was on the east bank
of the river, passing out "Libderated" candy to the tankers as they drove by.

The redic wes still jammed with messeges. Corn had sunk the boat, 0O "B
wes notified that doughs were agross, the engineers were ealling for 8 by 8
tizbers. Lt. Paris disaounted his light tenk platoon and went on a mission %o
slininate some 20mm flek guns thst had been causing Sroudble. Lis. Copeland and
Rogos went across the bridge tc set up CP's. Remagen wae pitech derk, and
snipers begea to work the streets over. You oould hear the fire of our M, and
the Germen M2 machine gun. Battalion CP was set up in a cellar, and everyone
waited for the help they knew would soon arrive.

At midnight, Company A vegen to move scross the bridge to set up road
blocka. The infantry reported a counter-attack, but nothing happened exoept
a few prisoners were teken. At 0235 on the 3th March, Oompany C of 656 1D
Battalion arrived to set up road blocks. An hour later, the 52nd Infaniry
began to oross the river.

At 0%00, the 2nd Battalion of 310 Infantry arrived. They had been pulled
out of the line, very quietly merched five milec to the rear where their trucks
waited, and drove straight soroses country to Remgen. They disamounted and
crossed the river. ‘

By now, Compani:s B end Q had rejoined the battelion, and these two, along
with Company D, the mortar and assault gum platoons, and bsttelion headquarters
all moved across the river into Erpel.

Company A sent s platoon &f tanks with the 2nd Battslion of 310 Infanmtry
to take Lins. Cne platoon of Compeny B wes sttached to the same outfit. Company
C was attached to 3rd Battalion of 311 Infantry. Sgt's Smith platoon of
OQompany D #as atteched to 52nd Infentry.

During the next few days, the area eround the bridge underwent a terrifis -
shelling, with artillery up to 210ma landing arcund the west approach of the
bridge. The Luftwaffe came out in force, a totsl of 350 planes, of which 111
were shot down (Yank, 3 July 1945). The first planes avpeared on the 3sh,
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Only ome way traffic was allowed on the bridge - thet going east in
Jermany. Onmn the 10th, the battalion meintennce platoon moved imto Erpel,
Company B lost a tank to enemy mines, Compeny A returned to battslion conmtrol.
Ten new tenks were received and distributed to the 1ine ocompanies. By the
12th of lMarch, the battalion was all under couwmend of Col. Engeman, except for
Company C, nhioh was fighting in Honnef with the lst Bn of 311th Infantry. By
the 15th, 0o C had returned to battalion conmtrol, and was set up in Honnef.
Service Company moved to Unkel, Company B $o Rheinbreitbach.

On the 17¢h of March, st 150%, the Ludendorf Bridge collapsed, having
withst-od the poundings of artillery, Luftwaffe, thousands of feet and many
tenks. But it had served its purpoee - the breaching of the Rhine without the
huge losses that would have accompanied an infetry assault. By now, the
engineers, who had been working unceasingly and slways under Tirs, had completed
two pontoon treadwey bridges.

On the 18th, the battalion moved to an open fisld near Linz, and three
days later to Rhelnbrohl. The folleowing day, B and C moved out to attack south
and capture a crossing serocas the seid River at Irlich. The attack was slowed
by roed blooks and mine fields, but the objestive was reached by noon. The
bridge had been destrcyed by the retreating Gerwans, both at Irlieh and at
Neuweid, so the tanks moved to high ground to support the infmtry im a orossing.

Company 3 swung left at Fahr to help the 60th, and ran into a wine field.
Thie was breached, and they assisted the infantry nesr Eiederbieber, regeiving
cnly small ares fire. On the 23rd, a bridge was found in the 2nd Infantry Division
seotor, and Co B began to move across. By O700 the next morning, a ailey
Wridge had been sompleted @ross the #eid River.

The 14%h Tenk Bestelion changed to OC "A" Qortrol and woved to Heddesdorf,
minus Companies B and C. The latter captured Engers and the 14th moved in to
town. Them, for a ocuph of days, the battalion remeined in reserve, with the
656 D tattalion attached, and our assault gun platoon attached to the 3rd Field
Artillery Batt$alion. On the Qéth, the battalion moved to Altendies, and again m
moved on the 28th by going to 3Schadeck.

During this time, several attack orders had been received md omcelled,
but on the 29th, the 14th agein spesrheaded a msjor attack that was to do mueh
towerd closing the Ruhr poeket. Oalled ®the greatest double envelopsmt in
militery history®, the scapture of the Ruhr sut off the zreat industry of Germany
and yielded a total of 537,000 prisomers. The l4th formed the right prong of
the adtion, first driving oest and later northeast to link up with the left columm
and enclosing this huge and very rich area.

4% 0515, the l4th moved out of Sohadeck, Germany, led by she 3rd platoon
of Gompany D. Following was:
1 3ection Go E, 38th Infantry
Assault Gun section (3 guns)
Go A, 14%h Tank Battalion
O E, 33th Infantry, minue 1 section
Platoon of Company A, 9th Engineers
Assault Jun Seetion (3 guns)
Ooumand Seetion
Headquarters Company
A and B Trains.

The attaock moved steadily, weeting very little resistance, and these towns
were ceptured: Arfurt, Aumensn, Elkerhausen, Blessenbach, Laubusecschach, Weil-
munster, MotSau, Kraftsalas, Cberquenbach, Cherwetz, Weidenhausen, Gross
Rechtenbach, Hochelheim, Harnscheim, Jrossen-Linden, Leihgestern, Steinberg,
#alzenborn, Hausen, Annerod, 3rossen Buseek, Beuern, (Geilshausen, Obonhauun,
Weitshain, Barnsfeld, Lomberg, Appenmrod, Ar-enhauee, and Kirtef.
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4 hospital ocontaining 67 smerican PW's was liberated, epproximate
large guns wp to 83 am were captured, and & total of 1187 prgsoners ta en%
the bsttalion. In Rechtenbach and Hornsheim, manmy new artillery pieces were
discovered in vhe yards, still covered #ith cosmoline. At Grossen-Lindey e
battery of 88ms AA gune were teken When the jarrizom surradered. .Jhilethe
leed platoon comvmed by Lt laris wag trying to ccmirol the huge flow of
prisoners in Steinberg, Lt. Col.ingeucn and Qapt Wl M. Pisher discovered
s room full of sleeping nmemy soldiers, end disarmd them.

The final objective had been resched at 1100 hours, at which time, Ool
Herold, comm.nding CF "i", inctructed the lesding platoon to ccntinue the
atteck. The 1,100,000 may zoon proved inmsufficiemt and the baitalion was
moving in en aree of ~hich thoy iad no maps. The day was finished by using e
mep of Jermany torn from Yank Magazine.

The Battalion closed into Kirtorf, Jermuny et 1715. Over a period cof sleven
hours und nine minutes, the sdvence had covered s di tance of 68.4 miles.

The wission of the 30th March wee to drive to Fritzler and segure a
bridgehesd over the bder River. The attask was led by the 2nd Zattalion
of tre 38th Infantry. Company B wes with the 60th Infantry asd had the
mission of securing the bridgehead when Fritzlar was reached. The wmission
was accouplished and sbout 4O vrisoners were taken. 4 particulerly viclous
group of Hitler Jugend, dug in wit: machine guns, held up ihe attack at
Pritsler and esused numsrous casualtise.

The following day the order of umarch reméned the same, the combat coumand
erossing the dega River at 0600. But at the town of Breuns, the 1Ath swung to
the right, and led by Oompary D, septired and oocupied the towns of Haueda,
Grimelsheim, and Dolheim. Ninetee:n towns were saptured, along with 150
priscrers, and A%.9 riles covered. The Lattalion closed at 1239, at which
time the 3rd platoon of Compamy D sccompaniz=d Lt. Zol. Tngsman on a recunnaissance
mission. The missicn was suceessful and returned with about 20 prisones wnd
one light meohine gun.

Thus slosed the end of March, = histcrie wonth for the 14th Tank Battslion.
For replacements, the battalion received 3 officers and 86 enlisted wen. Three
officers and 50 enlisted men had been killed in action; M officers end 46 men
wounded. The vehisulsr losses were:

21 M3 7J6mm tanke knocked out by enemy setion

1 %26 90ms tark knocked out by enemy aetion

2 M58 37em tenks knocked out by enemy astion
A total of 4,995 rounds of cannon amwunition of all typee was fired frow the
tenks, plus 27,320 rounds of %0 ealiber and 309,990 rounds of 30 ealiber
from the machine guns.

The terrain mear the Rhime was unsuitable for tank astion, Lut once the
infantry had pushed out far emough, the tanks took over. From then on, the
astion was aggressive, taking the encmy by surprise, keping the back on their
heels. Enemy action consisted generally of AT guns,some haety sinefields,
and 20um flsk. The weather was generally favorasble throughout the month.

The first of April 1545 sew the l4th lank sattalion comt:nuing the
attack of the 9th Armored Di ision against the enewmy. Crders were received
for the movement of the Battalion to Deseburg via Haweda, Grimel!sheim, Ersen,
Harunihauun and Werburg. The Battalion closed at Dhseburg at 0920 hours 1
April 4% having merched e distance of 10.]1 miles.

Por five doys the Battalion remsined st Daseburg performing meintenance

of personnel end equipmemt, and sending hourely patrols through the Battalion
Ares of responsibility.
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A% 1000 heurs 6 April 1945 orders were received tor the Batéalion to be
prepared to move anytime after 1400 houre. The move was not o tactieal move
was led by the Commend section and followed by the balsnce of the Battalien
less Company C and plus Company B of the 60th Aruored Infantry Battelion
attached. The Battalion moved southwest out of Deseburg besek to sarburg and
then to Kalenburg closing there at 1635 hours having marched a distance of
seven miles.

The area at Kalenburg was an sesembly ares where preparstions were to
be made for a move to the sest. At 0900 howrs, 8 Apr 45 orders were received
to move forward with the advanocing fronmt lines as far as Mmeen. 30 in
edcuinistrative order the Battalion moved out of Kalenmburg at 1245 houwrs 8
April towarde funsen pesssing through the towns cf Wellesingen, iberlistingen,
liedorlistingen, iber Meiser, Kalder, Immenheusen, Hohen Kirchen, Rothwesten,
3immershsusen, +ahnhausen, #ilhelmsha .sen, Hann Munden, Altmunden, Volkmershauszenm,
Neider Scheden, and Meemsen. The destinstion was reached at 2280 hours 8 Apr 45.

On 9 April one platoon of light tanks from Jompany D was attsched to
Di ision trains to assist in the gusrd of Division Headquarters.

At 2145 hours 9 ipril 194% orders were received for the comtinued attack
by the 9th Aruored Division. The division was to atteck with the three
comvat commende abreast peassing through the 2nd and 69%h Infantry Di-isions
to seoure a bridgh:ad over the Elbe River bypessing Leipzig in route. The l4th
Tenk Battalion led the oenter solumn of Combat Commsnd A. The order of march
wes Jompary 3 with the 3rd platcom of Company B, 60th 4.l.:. mounted on the
taenks, plus the psychologieal warfare loudspeaker tank; company B 60th AIB
mourieéd in helf tracks; Battalionm Commmsld section; ‘ssault guns; Motrar platoon;
Hq Company; attached engineer platoon; Company A; Company D minus; 3ervige
Company and treins; and ome platoon of Company D acting as rear security.

At 063010 April the column moved out of Meensen towards the line of
departure at Reinholterode twenty-five miles distance. 4it Badenrode a biown
out bridge eaused the Battalion to bypass to the south. For the next thirty-
five niles the Battelion did not meet resistance, upon entering towns white
flage were flying in cvery case.

4t 1500 hours however when the head of the solumm entered rbelshen, enemy
anti-tenk guns opened fire knoeking out one comp:ny B tenk and the sttachedwtillery
observers tank. The enemy comtinued to fire but did not infliot any further
dazage as Company B immediately pulled into the town, the infamry dismounted
providing security in the protestion of the buildinge. The belance of the Battalion
wert into pesition to cover the withdrawal of Company B and the infmtry from the
town. The asssult guns and mortars sturted firing on the far side of the town.
Company B then started its withdrawal using the tank omoke mortar to mask
thilr withdrawal. After the completion of the withdrewal all guns of the
Battallon began firing on the town. .ith the aid of air support the town was
worked over for three and one half hours. Finally a$ 1755 hours the Battalion
moved forward through the ruins. :

The advance then continued without incident till 2045 hours tiust evening
when Jompany B ran imo a fire fight in the woods north of Hohenebra. A% this
point the columm was turned eround and moved to @Qberspeir for the night, after
having gone a distence of 66.7 wiles.

&t O715 hours and in the same march order the lith Tank Battalion passed
through the line of departure at Oberspier. The column moved slowly and
cautiously, halted outside the town of Dilzingslihen while the air support
gave the town s ®Working over®, as enemy tanks were reported to bs in the town.
Meny dridges encountered were blown and the column picked alternate routes or
Bypassed as necessery. '
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1430 hours 11 Apri) saw the Bettalion outside the town of Seghsenburg where
stiff enemy resistance was snecountered. The greaster pert of the Sg$talicn was
spread sut over the flat of the vslley and came under heavy enemy high explosive
artillery fire. The enemy had good observation from the high ground to the
front and flanks but the damsges suffered were megligible. The Batialion -
moved bask to the town of Kenmawwrf for the night while dismounted infantry
wes brought forward to clear the enemy from the high ground beyond 3schsenburg.

The Battalion had merohed a distance of 23.7 miled during the day and had taken the
towns of Oberspier, sesteringel, Kirchengel, lolzengel, Trebra,Niederbose,
Aberbesa, Bilzingsleben, saonswarf, and 3achaenburg.

The spearheading ocwpany was chanzed Lo compamy 4 on 12 Ap2il, and at
0650 hours the Battalion moved out passed through Sachsenburg a2t 0705. One
platoon of Co B 656th Tank Destroyer Battalion was then attached to the
Bettalion. Ths columndd not helt until just cutside the town of 3ehofen
where white flcge were not flying. The lead elemeni: cleared the town with
e emell fire fight and the column movsd on.

During the course of the day three oimges in the routo were necessary
due to blown ocut bridges.

when the hezd of the sclumn approeched Weissenfel: resiztanse in the
form of bazooka fire, small arms and automatic weapons was received froa the
town iteslf. The tanks then moved to a supporting line out:ide the town while
the infuntry moved Torward. Battalion Hesdquarters moved bask to the town of
Pittstodt to prepare plenes for the next days operations.

During the day the Battalion passed through the towns of Sasheenburg,
Heldrungen, Reiusdorf, Cohofen, Donndorf, wiche, Allsrstedt, “emleben, Gross
sangen, Nabrs, Zingst, Klein Zinget, Fretita, Reinadorf, Steigra, Glieme,
Baumersroda, Storkew, and to #eissenfels.

a6 1400 nours 13 April 1945 the battaliom was ordered to lad the soufh column
of OC "A® and to continue the attask. The mereh order wae the same as the
preceeding day with Cogpny 4 leading. At O720 hours the Battalion pecsed
through Pettstadt for Pegau, the dys objective. After marching a distance of
32.8 miles the Battalion clesed in Pegau at 1130 hours. ‘4lthough rezistance
had been reported shead the Battalion arrived in Pegasu without diffieulty by-
passing through the towns of Pettstadt, Markrohlitz, Naumberg, wethsu, Gleskau,
‘Schaerdorf, Priestedt, stcssen, Kostplatz, irossuln, leuchern, Rumthol, Amt,
Gosserau, Zemschen, Hohenmsken, Steckel:erg, Grossgrimme, Grummu, and Stontzach
to Rg&u.

At 1210 houes 14 Apr 45 orders were received from CC "A" to be prepared teo
move on Kitz:cher; the head of the Battalion noved ot at 1Y10 howrs in the
right colunn of CC “A" behinc the 27%rd Infantry. The route was Grlet:zaseh,
Droses, Podelwitz, and Drossdorf to bivoume et Neukleritzsech alosing there
at 0210 hours 15 April A5.

When the combat coumend moved out at 0900 15 Apr 45 the Bettalion wes
placed in com.at reserve. JMany dual purpose anti-eiroraft guns and 88's were
engountered by the head of the eolumm. The l4th Tank Bettelion did not wove
oub £ill 1610 howrs due to the fact that stiff resistance was encountered st
Borna which wa® bypassed by the Battalion going the way of Lobstadi, Grosszossen,
Kleinzossen, Eula, Dittmannsdorf, and Kitzscher where the command post closed
at 2045 hcours after marching a distance of 9.5 miles.

Por the attak on 16 April the l4th Tonk Battalion was agein ordered to
lead the advence of the sombat command colwmn to the sou&h the gombet command
s¥taoking in three columns. The Battalion jumped off ah 0650 howrs for the .
town of Grinma to seize the bridge across the Julde River but the bridge was
desthreyed vaen W Betbalion arrived ot drizmn. P Nebtalion f9lloving orders
was fo thom prossed merth to Trebson to seize the hridge but that was aleo
destroyed. As the solumns to the left flank were meetimg stiff pesietanse the
Battalion continued on to the final Combat UDowmand objegtive ef Bennewitz. Nere
to et Bennewilz the bridge weu deeiroyeé oy demolitiors 49 the hwad of the
column approacked tres Widge. The Be¥$dl o> them sserred the srea wntil the
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remaining trcops of the combat command arrived.

Throughout the entire days march only smull arms and bazooks fire was
engountered. «+hen the Battalion was relieved it returned to Pensitz and thense
%o Altenheim where the Qomzand Post arrived at 1953 hours. During the day the
Bettalion had covered a distance of 23.5 uiles and the towns >f iitzscher, Steinback,
Lauterback, Bernbdbruch, dross Bardau, Jrimma, Bohnstadt, Trebsen, #alzig,
Rothensdorf, Bash, Pausitz, Schuslen, and Bennewitz were taken.,

Due to the concentrated push on Leipzig the 2nd Bsitullon of the 275rd
Infuntry waz relieved cf ita area of responsibility to take part in sleaning
up Leipzig. ihe 14%h Papk Ba¥tslion was then ordered to sacure the area the
Battalion then sterted moving at 1120 howr: moved e di tunce of three and a half
miles to Trebsen. while Hq and Hq compery, Company B, Service Comparny, end Co B
60th A.I.B. remsined in [rebsen.



5, 00% AJD was hit Uy o bagseka round in a weeded area, Sems small arms fire
ws 5100 tnssuntered, remlting in tw men killed and fourteon mesz wownded, Disw
mounted patrels were sont %0 thess ledatienms,

n as wach as there was sensidorubl
the epposite gide of the river amd .nonquﬂvt‘uh’t sides of e
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Asomls Guns of G0 and 14%h Tank Dattalien, and merier platosns ™
fores returned at 1640 hours afor flushing thw weds and surrownding
™ Wweudle was neted thereafier,

touns

™he Dattalion was erdered to move to Grimma on 30 April 1945 end meved
out at 1552 houre in ofninistrative erder, AfWr the dh ort meve of 6,8 niles,
the Batalion et @ nqﬂv for the night 1a Grimm,

on 21 spri) 1945, the Battalien was ordered 4 ¢ move to (resshomederf, Ithe
nove was mede in adnintstrative order, The reute follewsd, was Grimma, Rteckhein,
Hisedhor, Slemennsier?, Dorma, 1abstudt, Dorgloderf, Bruesnaderf, and Gresse
homedorf, The Batalion after s distanse of 21,4 niles, deesd at
Gveschemederf at 1780 heurs ea 51 April 1945,

In this ores ¥he Pattalisn was allowsd 4o rest smoeps for mees gk
m'l'ottbamw

and meintonsnes, AV hours on 18 April 1945, ny
revurned @ 1% wmit end 0-31'0'. 14% Battalion returasd %
Battalisn/é sutrel. t‘hﬁ mwl Battalion were in a carefres meod o8

:
E‘

rensrs wre stveng ond of ¥he war was vory near and tha
wuld 2ot o0 wgmere astien,

. Rewswer em 38 spril, %o Battalien was placed on a § heur ale
possidle move, Oxders were received, the Compesy Osumend
mmi and Whe Battalion in aiministratvive oxder, moved out o
2 Aspri i

|
*3

1848,




™he Battalien remained at Grogsromsteds in VIIX Corps Ressrw umtil 3 ug‘

1045, a8 wiieh vl "g%, 146h Tamk Battalion was agais attached te
60th ATD amd O A", AID was Sttached to the 14th Tamk Mn. Also attached
te $h9 14th Tenk Battalion, was one platosn of 0o "A", Pth Armered Enginsers,

he
and oms sestion 40M2 AAL Bn,

. Owders vore regsived f or the Jattalion to move en 3 May. Ombat Command “A®
s to fellow Ombat Geumand "BP in the first eelumm, The nen=tacticel mareh
wms b u.mbw.muanﬁeu&nmm olosing in the ares, tw
Battalion mesnder v » eomtrol, Bastalion at 1223 heurs, afber
smwling o distanee of o3 miles, the Batialion arrived in the vow aiea a8
0048 houre, 4 May 1945, The route of mareh was as follows: OGrossromstedt,
Issersteads, Jeva, Burgsu, lobeda, Ullersreuth, E irschberg, Tepin, .rit.,
Hof, Ober Intzan, Sehmursenbach, Kirchenlamits, Marktieuthen, Cher Inslan,
wnnsiedel, Marktrd dwits, % Nittertsdoh,

In the mew area; the Battalion was part of Gmbat Command "A", $th Armd
Divisiom, in reserve for wae 1lst Infantry Divielen, snd the Battalion was given
the miseion of blocking all movement from the Bast,.

All tw s of thw Battalion were leeated in Mitterteish exoept
Gmpany "D wiieh was loseted in Exzawrsreuth, An all areund defense was ot

Wpe
TThe merale of the Battalion waa very high as 1¢ was belioved swryone

that the Battalisn weuld not see e a0t as the war was owr. A
Meater, a womery and other astivitios were prometed 6o inmire sdequate
nmdmluﬁ thes,

Howver on § May 1945, a1l previous 1deas that e war we or W

Battalion were immdiately disenrded, as the Battalion was erdered %o lesd the daye-
1ight attaek of the 1st Infentry Divisien on 6 May, ¥ th the ebjective of
doeging and seeuring Farisbud, Csesheslovakia, : ‘

The Battalien mewed eut of Mitterteich at 0800 en 6 May in the folledling
order: Ressmmalssanee Platosm; ems platesm Tyeop *AY, S9th Recsnnaissenes
Squadrens O» A plve one platoon 0o "A", 0% AIB) Oosmand Sestiom; eue platecn
Company “A", n’-nna Asssult Gun platesn; Nerter FPlgiwen; Hesdquarters

3 Ompexy "BY; Osmpany "D%; exply halfedrasks) esee trains; Nedios}
and ry Nm. ™he kitchen trusks and traing remained in Mitterteieh to
awi S orders. ’

At 0001 hours 6 May 1945, the V Cerps and all its troops beoams mrt of
the 54 Umieed Stutes Arey,

0980 hours, 6 May 19048 found the Battalion meving inte Csschealevakia, The
Battal ion p threugh the lst Infartry Division limes moving slowly, and me
registanse was wt 1 4o towm of Kommev, AS this point the Batéalion
Commandey, Lt, @nlonsl Dngeman, degided that the lesding elements were teo thinly
ammered o he ordered Qompeny "A" vo leoad the attesk wntil ons platoen of light
mlux. Por the ree
mainder of the day, uuMuualnduwth:‘mmoobmaluuud



Another time, 88mm guns were knooked out by the leading elements,

After disposing of four more rosd bloeks, the oolums olesed at Rudilee
Cseshoslovakia'at 2145 hours having Sraveled & distance of 24,7 miles during
AYe

At 0815, 7 May, the Battalion continued the attack in the same order as the
previous dayes By 0700 heurs, the colusn was passing through Palkmov headed for
locket. Nor esistance was met in Falkmov as German troeps in the town were
resdy to surrender, Rumerous British and American former priseners of war wore
in the tewn and weloomed the Battalion,

T™he advanee conimued untdl 0946 hours at dhich time orders were received
to ceass all forward movement, to remain in place, and teo take looal seourity
noasures, The last shot fired by the Battallon was at 0926 hours, Leed elements
of the Battalion had sdvanoced into Csechoslovakia % a point about one half way
between Blbegen and Karlasbed,

The ¢ rders to osase all ferward movement caused rejoieing among all persomnel
of the Battalion as the orders were interpreted by all hands as meaning the end of
the war, First orders placed the Battalion in biwouaoc im Elbegen, but theee were
modified and the Battalion less O "A" moved inte biwuas in the tewm of C(hedev
and geowred the surrounding area, Oompany "A" moved imbe North Sedle. During the
day, the Battalion hed cevered a digstanceof 16,8 miles.

In this area, the Battalion was then faced with the problem of disarming and
evacuating thousands of German troops, taking eare of displaced perons, and svac~
uating liberated Allled Prisoners of War., The situation beocame very aocute due to
the surge of humanity that was rushing % pget cut of the way of the sdvaneing
Risgians who wre 11 fighting resisting 88 men,

Gontect with the Russians was first mede in Karlsbad, Osechoslovakia and egaim
in Chodov,

The aoction d May had resulted in 2 enlisted mem killed in action and fowr
enlisted men injured aotion,

Afbter final clearance of German soldiers exeept for mmall mmmbers, the
Battalieon was erdered ¢o move t» the area surrowmding Liechtenfels, Gemany % .
assume oces\patienal duties, Om 12 May the Battaliom e¢losed in Liechtenfels, Gemmany.

snios were loeated as followsy KEq & Hq Co in Lichtenisls; Serviee Gompany in
Susbelsdorf; 0o D and 0o B in Weisbeden; (ompsmy C in Redwits; and 0o A in Burg-

- kunstadt,

The Battalion proeseded with house keeping, polios eof the ares, msintensnee
of read blook, precessing of primners of wr, general ooceupatiomal duties.

Developements in the area caused Lt, Osl. Engeman %o move (o D to Mischelau
and Oo B to Staffelstein, Them becauss of the faot that part of the Battalion's
ocoupatien area was given to the 19th Tenk Battalion, 0o B was moved to gSolmey. The
Battalion was mow oocupying the Lichtenfels ssction eof the landkreis gtaffelstein

Lichvenfels,

On 18 July, 1945, Lt. Ool, Engeman was transferred from the Battalion and Majer
John E. Chandler assumed command of the Battalion,

The Divisien then began to process pers mmel with sufficient points fer
return %o the States. The iruugor of both offiocer and enlisted pers mmel finally
left the Battalion with a strength of 25 effieers and 244 émll am who had
eorved with the 14%h Tank Battalien, Transfer of hight point persnmel from the
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634%h Tenk DestToyer Battalion andéhe 68th Tank Battalien, thees men filled the
Battalion 4o full strength plus 10K everage,

Service Company was qwarded the Distinguished Service Flagque, and the
following awards were made as indioated to the followimg perse mnel:

mlﬂ:!udnd Service (ross

Oaps, George P, Soumas, 0o A.

lst Lt. Charies W, Miller, o A

lst 1.t John Grimball, Oo A

Sgte Wllian J, Geodaon, Co A

8gt. Albert B, Tayler, Oo D, (Posthumously)

Silver Star

Teo 4 Robert A, Jonws, & A

Pvs Berthold Freid, 0o A

8/8¢% Lawrenoe H., Swayne, (® A

Teo 4 Melvin R, Baker, (o A

Gpl Fred Lovely, (o A

Cpl Clemon Dnapp, Oo A

Teo & James K, Thomas, O A

2nd Lt, Bugh R, Morrieson, O C

8/8gs Carence E. Wallase, O B .

1st LS Oarl E. linder,Jr, , & B

2d Lt, Norris J. Hamilten, 0 B
Sgt Frank p, goardelle, ® D

27d Lt Mebert L, Trower, 0o D (Pesthumously)

8/8gt John L. MeParland, Oo ¢

m Luther Re Kolbe, O» ¢

dnd L%, Weston 0. Omdley, Oo B

Lte Osl, Emgeman,

Sgt Norman C. Davall, Oo D

o8 4 John Bregevieh, » C

Opl Curtis F. Esclmer, o C

Te0 4 Charles M, Moore, ® A

Brenge Star

Lte Ool, Leonard B, Bngeman, Bn R q (Oak-Leaf Cluster)
Major John E., Chamdler, Bn HY

lst Lt Paul M, Flaler, ® D

1st Lt Duek, David P, 0> B (Missing im Astion)
77/8gt Willism J. sweeten, Bm Hq,

™0 4 Baymond X, Winburn, G D

Te¢ 4 Lleyd T. Williams, 0 D

Te0o § Williem J. Arndorfer, & D

1st Lt Jerry H, Rubin, Med Det

Ffe Mward J, Amstroeng, Ned Dot

fo¢ 3 Mobers L. Rewelt, Med Det,

Teo 4 Jobhn E. Donehuwe, 0 D

Opl Praneis @. Molver, O O

apt woil R Toberis, L}

Oapt Geerge P, Soumas,

ey
>
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Bramge Star (oontd)

8/8gt Lloyd A, Alt, O €
18t BgS Joesph W. Matyskiela, ™ ¢
1/8g% Joseph J. Keoher, o €
1/8g% Lewis N, Ping, o D
&2 Lt Meron J, Thompen, 0o C
" Pfo Harry R, Anast, Med Det
Tes & Clarence A, ¥illiams, Med Det
Opl Leo J. Sobieralsid,  C
1st sgt Rudolph F. Cerveny, Co A (Posthumously)
8/3g¢ Taylor W. Glick, Med Det,
§g% Arthur G, Dean, Co B
&m Blland C, Root, 0o B
Pfo Ralph E, Thitaker, O B
s/fgt John J, Bires, (o B il’octhmully
8/8gt Jehn W, Ward, (o B (Pesthumously
Sgt harles W, Xyle, H ¢ O
o0 5 Dale D, Smedley, ® C
Teo 4 Thurmen L. Wilsor, & C
T/8gt Jossph J, Kooher (Oak-Leaf (Quster)
T/8gt Rebert T, Self, O B
Teo 4 Jon Brosovieh, & ¢
Too 4 Joessle J, Dowdy, Co D
Pfo Maymex F. Baddats, 0o D
8gte Norman C, Dawall, Ov D (Oak-Leaf (uster)
8gt Thomas ¥W. Chapman Jre,, 0o C
Pfe Jossph E, Fogner, Co D
Harold V, Swenson, CCB
a/m‘ Howard Jo Wooderd, O A
Sgt Barry A, Sehuldt, Hq Co
8/8g% Barley 3, Booth Jr., WY Oo
/58S Martin B. Paviook, Hq Ov.
8gt Jask N, Cenrell, O A
o0 4 Qarence J, Willisms, ® ¢
1st §gt Edwin M, Weaver, O A
Teo £ Stanley J, Halow, Med Det
Pfo Joseph P, Rossettl, Med Det
Pfe Gereld P, Thurstin, Med Det,
OND George Oandes, Persnml
&/sgs Williem B, Dmdeeley, Sv Oo
lat Lt Guy R, Copeland, O A
Teo 5 John A, Whitehead, 0o A
Pfo Rodbert W, Gerdamer, 8v (o
lst Sgt inthony R. Ziegler, Sv (o
Capt Bidney Oohm, Bn Hq _
lst Lt Jossph J, Miokalonis, O D
Ma) Osell E. Roberts, Bn Hq (Oak~Legf clumr;
Ma} John E., Chandler, Bn Hq,(Oak-leaf Oluster
18t L. Jerry H, Rubin, Med Det (Oak-Leaf CGluster)
2nd Lt ¥olan E. uﬁl. O D (M—Lo&f Cluster
tfec 5 Arthur L. Oritehlew, O» D, (Posthumously
Oaps Vinoent J, Tranfaglia, O C,
hptlbnyl.!uﬂ.lnl!q .
Oapt Max Do MeLaughlin, Bu Hq
w mk Me “u. ‘r.‘ !‘ e ]
1st L% Walter P, Rogos, Hq O,
1st Lt Edward D, Tripp, SY O»



Bronge star (scutd)

lst Lt, Demetri Paris, 0 D
lst L% Stanley J. Dawidosyk, o C
lst Lt (harles ¥, James, Sv Oo
let Lt Donald F. Lymm, Hq Co,
1st Lt, John Magura, Jr., @ B
2ndLt Charles M, Snyder, 0o B
204 Lt, Michael Burke, Hq 0o
WOJG Willism J. Green, Sv (o
WG Oarl Ressnbalm, Sv O
8/8gs Stephen J, Banks, ® B
8/8gt Bdward G. Caddy, O B

Pfe George Bmil, 8v ™

Teo 4 Paul O. Ford, Med Det,
l/m Artshar G, Gjertson, Bn Hq
f/“t lvia 8., laird, Co B
8gt Wlliam . Oraham, X q Oo
T/8g% Ira Bend, B Hq,

Tes 4 Ewerett C, Simmons, GCo D
Sgt Earl E. Norrow, o D

T/8gt Paul J. Bouda, Bn H q,

On 6 September 1945, the Battalion left Lichtenfels, Germany for Camp
San Antonio, PFranee, the assembly area for shipment to the United States. tThe
trip was made with part of Bn Hq, G0 D, O C, and ® A by train, while the rest
of Bn Hq, HqQ O», 8v (o, and Co B making the trip Ly motor transport, The
Battalion olosed in Qmp San Antonio at 2014 hours, 9 September 1945,

On 12 Septomber 1945, Lt. ol. Be O. Poociham, who had been transferred ¢o
the Battalionf rem the lst Infantry Division, assumed command of the Battalion,
The Battalien ocempleted proocessing amd on 17 September 1945, departed by reil fer
Oalas SSaging Area near Marseille, Franoce, Train aetually departed at 0116 hours
on 18 Sephember 1945, At this time the Battalion moved with a strength of 49
Offiocers and 2 Warrant Officers and 750 enlisted men.

The Battalion arrived at the (alas Staging Ares at 1915 hours on 20 September
19456, was Dillited in an area and proeseded with further prooessing. The de-
parture of the Battalion was delayed due to the faot that the U.8,8. Mount Yernem
was sent to Gibralter for repairs to a damaged propellor, Finally at 1000 hours
on 4 Ootober, 1945, the Battalion loaded on truecks and proeeeded to the "Port of
Eale" at Marseille, and loaded on the WeS.3. Mount Vermon for shipment to the
United States. AS 1530 hours em 4 Ootober 1945, the U.8.8, Mount Yornon sailed
for the United States. The Battalion now had a strength of 49 Officers, 2 Warrant
Officers and 738 enlisted men, The morale of all personmel was of the highest

and everyome proeseded %o enjoy the voyage,

The voyage was a smooth one exocept for 8 and 9 Ootober, durimg whioh time
the ship passed through fairly rough waters, KEJEIUOMRAXREKIK aggrevated by &
high wind and ccoasional rain squals.

Oon 10 Ootober 1945, all persomnel were informed that the ship wuld land
at Hewpton Reads, Virginia during the evening of the 12th/f Ootober, Orders
for debarkation were igsued for all persannel,

Land wes first sighted at 1600 hours, 12 October 1945, The boat docked at
2200 hours at Hampton Roads, Virginia. The Bn disembarked and moved to COmmp
Patrick Henry to be proesssed., The 14th Tenk Battalion and the $th Armored Divislor



wore ineotiveted at 2359 hours on 13 Ootober 1946, Persszmel wers sent %o
reception and separation centers for proocessing.
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