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O e L BATTle horCiT . N

- On 1 Sept 44 the front line W&o!v%ﬂmu@ Verdun=-monthairons-

Tilly, bridgeheads having been established at these three points across the keuse River
on 31 ,ug Lke with the exception of outposting, troops of oC & remained in bivouac
throughout the periods On the afternoan of 1 September enemy I guns and KGs were repor-
ted in vicinity of Clermont-iuzeville, a supply column approaching the CC A bivouac was
attacked by the enemy at Clermont. 1he column consisted of two trucks, 2 1/2-ton, one

a kitchen truck of hq Co CC 4, the other a ratian truck of Service vo, 4Cth Tank Bn. The
truck of the 40th Tank En was set fire to and destroyed, ane man of the crew of five
being wounded, st this writing no of:icial word has been received of either the men ar
the truck of Hq Co CCa., Reported missing in action near Clermont at 1900 1 Sept L4 were
Sgt avery, Tec 5 Talarski, lec 5 Selliken, and Tec 5 Carpenter, all of "D" troop of the
87th Cav ken Sqdn (kecz). From 2245 to 232 an the evening of 1 Septenber enemy planes
were active over Verdun, bombing that city. a8 &« result or this actiom S Sgu caputo, Pfc
o Lowns, and Ffc swith, all of Jo b, 48th armd Inf bn, were reported killed, and the
following men of the same Company were reported seriocusly wounded, Tec 5 Lundrigan, Pfec
Strickland, vt kcClanahan, Tec 5 Frey, Tec 5 Williams, and sfc Barre .lso reported killed
was Fvt Horton, Co A, 48th rmored Inf In. These companies were posted in Verdun on 1
vept 44, The bombing attack was made by three enemy planes, two of which were destroyed,

-y

Un 2 September 1944 CU & moved from bridgehead areas, Verdun-:onthairans-Tilly to
asseuwbly area vicinity bras. No enemy activity was reported during the day. Fram 2235~
<3¢p the CC A bivouac wWuas under enemy air attack with no casualties reported.

On 3 Septewber 1Y4i tDn Troop of the 87th cav hen oudn (Aaecz, and D Co of the
4Luth Tk bn moved frow Tilly to 1,2 wi 3 oras, thus completing the movemsnt of the
Combat command from Tilly to assewkly srea vicinity of iras. ANo enewy activity was
encountered during the daylight hours; from 223p to 23¢P enemy pl.nes, in number about
three, came over the area. bombs were dropped, as a result of wiich nc casualties were
reported,

a
Ine period 4=5 ceptewber 1944 CC "4" remained in pivouac with no activity reported, © ;
Time was devoted to maintenance of vehicles and rensbilitation of personnel. Ny,
F} o

CU 4 departed assembly area in vicinity of hiaS at l4gf © Sept 4h4e ihe Combat h\ |

Command advancea in two columns with the wission of seizing bridgeheads over the koselle (» |
and Saar Rivers successively, Colum D, the North coluan, ol Chappuis commanding, was °
composed of the 48th Al (-, B), b/4Uth Ik I, 095th AFA in, 2d rlat 4/8lith TD fn, and ,{
<d rlat 4/33d kngr n., Colum y, the South Colum,“Gol mcUonnell commanding, was composed \ |
of the 4LUth Tk m (-b,0), i/48th »lBn, 489th wia I, 3d Flat 4/8lsth TD bn, 1lst Plat A/33d
bngr M, accompanying the South Column, and following it, was a task force under kajor o
Brown consisting of C/4Uth Tk En, b/48th Albn, A/8L4th TD (-2,3 Flats), A/33d Engr f
(-1, 2 Plats), Hg CCa, Tns, D/4Oth Tk In. D Clm, North, crossed 1D at 1455 moved along ’
route prescribed, continued along this route turning south into Briey. it Eriey bridges
were blown, Frior to this time commanding officer of this task force was informed that

he would turn Morth and try to cross koselle River in the vicinity of Richemont. However,
he located a crossing South of Briey and requested permission to use it and was granted
same. Column crosaed Orne River at hatrize and then continued North along the south bank
or the Urne River with mission of seizing crossing of Moselle River near Junction of Orne
and “oselle Rivers. about 2209 this column ran into considerable mines which delayed them
and forced them to move due kast rather than in Northeasterly direction, Their positian
at pLppP 7 Sept was in the vicinity of Malancourt. ¢ Glm, South lm, commanded by Colonel
keConnell, moved forward in the prescribed fesmation and met considerable traffic, 9Cth
Infantey Division Abtillery. howsver, after clearing this heavy traffic colugn was a ‘

to proceed at m.derate rate as far as Contlains, where the colusm ran into elementy ,\ th
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87th Cav Ren Sqdn (Mecz). At this juncture, Colonel hosebaum decided on his new plan;
that of moving Task Force Chappuis toward Richemont and moving South Columm, C Clm, east- .
ward, well to the north of town of Metz. South Colum continued movement as far as Don-
court where it turned toward St. Marie, At St Privat South column encountered consider-
able machine-gun and mortar fire, minefields and road blocks which held up the colum and
forced it to deploy. By 23¢gP Infantry patrols of Colum had entered town of St Privat.
One Tank Company had deployed on the Southeast of town and ocne Tank Company had deployed
on the North. Enemy resistance at St Privat was stubborn and they were using grenades
extensively along with shifting machine-gun fire. The enemy was reported to be well dug
in and numbering about 2000, 48 of PéPP 7 Sept our operations for the day had resulted
in the eastward advance of D Clm to Nondeknge, and C Clm to St Privat, Advance elements
of D Clm had reached the Moselle kiver. ' ' .

On 7 Sept 44 Task Forces of Combat Command A were disposed as follows: Task Force
Chappuis in vicinity of Mondelange on the Moselle River; Task Force McConnell in vicinity
of St Privat; Task Force Erown in the same vicinity as Task Force McConnell, The 489th~
AF4 bn was in firing position in the vicinity of St Marie. Task Force Chappuis which
already had been on the Moselle River began a methodical search for crossings and by nocn
of the 8th had reached a point slightly north of Maizieres where it received artillery
fire from all directioms all afternoon and evening. about 1@ Co D 40th Tank En was
sent forward to contact CC A and reinforce them. Contact was made but i Co 4Uth Tank BEn
was returned to CC A, Division reported forces of tanks and infantry withdrawing from
the Northwest to the Wortheast in the vicinity of briey. Combat Command 4 was ordered to
send a force to Hriey to block the avancing enemy and secure flank of the Division. A
Co &4th TD En, less one platoon, and one platoon A Co 33rd armd kngr In was dispatched
on this mission. Result of their operation was to make the necessary defensive disposi-
tion Southwest of Eriey. Later during the day they reported few enewy tanks and enemy
infantry in Brieys No further reports were received. it about 1199 Task Force McConnell
was sent by way of St Privat, Roncourt, FPisrrevillers to reinforce Task Force Chappuis,
Task Force bromn followed Task Force %cConnell. Task Force kcConnell contacted Task
Force Chappuis who had already reconnoitered for crossings over the koselle LHiver in the
vicinity of Houconcourt. Aabout 113¢ Hq CC A moved forward over the routes followed by
Task Force icConnell and Task Force Erown, moving very slowly in bounds never exceeding
one thousand yards, #hile crossing small dirt road atabout 154, MW of silvgnge, the
column came under heavy artillery fire where casualties resulted ana hq CC ad to with-
draw from the interdicted road. Une battery 48%th AFA In had been in firing position
about 1000 yards west of point where Hq CC A was and alsc came under artillery fire
making it necessary for them to withdraw to the isorth. . Co 4Zth ~rmd Inf I received
instructions to make crossing of the Canal des kines and the =oselle iiver west of the
town of Talange. .t about 18¢¢ the CG 7th irmd Div visited this site with the Di i
G-3., Combat Command A was informed that bridge equipment ana assault boats were x:
sent forward for the crossinge C0 CC A had already moved forward and set up his oW’ kq
in the vicinity, South of Talange where Col Chappuis' Task Force had dug in due to very
heavy artillery fire. No further action except occasional artillery fire resulted during
the night and at Yé@P 8 Sept 4L disposition of Combat Command "a" was as follows: Task
Force kcConnell vicinity Talange; Task Force Chappuis Worth of Houconcourt and vicinity;
Task Force brown vicinity Sylvange, Hg CC A in field about 200 yamds northwest Pierre-
villers. Trains immediutely south of rierrevillers.

Personnel losses on this date included: Pvt O'Connor, . Co 4Uth Tk I, KIA, Lt
George M. Hook, 4 Co 40th Tk im, and Sgt Wickham, A Co 4Cth Tk I, Swas Upl Vincent J,
Bearder and Tec 5 George #. Harrison, of Hq Co 4Uth Tk I, KIA, Ffc ailton E. Jones, Hq
Co 40Uth Tk I, SWa. Lt William S, Vilda and Tec 4 Henry W. Hellyer, both of Hq CC 4
were seriously wounded in action, Vehicular losses reported e k=5 Tank of O Co 4Wh
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Throughout 8 Sept 44 the CC A situation remained the same as it had been on
the previous day. The front lihe was at Maizieres and the Command was engaged in
holdaing that position. Enemy artillery was active in placing concentrations on
all parts of the CC A area throughout the day. 4 task force was organized from ele-
ments of this Command to assist and cooperate with the 2d Inf in their attack from
Verneville toward Tignomont. Col McConnell commanding C/40, A/48, 489 AFA, 3A/8lL4 TD.

48 a result of enemy shelling on 8 Sept 44 it was reported that Capt Eyberse of
the 8l4th TD Bn had been killed, and that Joe L. Manning (rank unknown) of B Btry,
489th aF4 Bn, had also been killed,

On G Sept 44 CC 4 position remained the same with the front line in the vicinity
of kaizieres, Enemy artillery and mortar fire continued to harass all elements of
@ A, it Pierrevillers, Lt hobert A. Schaaf, S Sgt ilfred J. Blackfish, and Cpl John
we Weir, all of 4 Co 33d armd tngr In, were killed in action as a result of enemy ar- *
tillery fire. Seriously wounded of the same company were Tec 4 Kraskiewicz, Pfc Cara=~
madre, and Ffc Kassey, nhile holding a roadblock one mile South of Talange, the 2d
Flatoon, . Co, 84 TD Bn, reported the capture of 25 FW's. This platoon reported cne
Ji-10 out of action as a result of enemy artillery fire.

It was reported by Liaison Officer, 4Oth Tk En, that the Task Force commanded by
Col kicConnell sent to cooperate with the 2d Infantry in their attack from Verneville
toward Tignomont had encountered stiff resistance at St Privat. South of St Privat
the enemy was firmly entrenched in the woods with well-concealed concrete pillboxes.
Two strong forts were also of great aid to the enemy in their defense. It was rumored
that for the past several years, since the German occupation, no civilians had been
allowed entrance into these vwoods., In the attack on this date, Col McConnell's Task ,
Force lost seven tanks, one k-1U, and one k7.

10 Sept 44 - CC "A" continued,to remain in place with front line at maizieres.
snemy artillery fire again was laid throughout the day on the positions of elements of
this Command. During the major part of the day P-38's and P-47's were active in dive
bombing and struafing enemy positions in the vicinity of St Privat and in the general
direction of wetz, Lesults of this bombing could not be readily determined. The
Task Force under col kcConnell, cooperating with 2d Inf, established CF at Habonville
where <d Inf also had CP. The results of operations of this command on 10 Sept 4L was
to maintain positions secured.

CC & continued on 1l Sept 44 to maintain their positions in the vicinity of
laizieres with intermittent enemy artillery fire being laid down during the day. During
the night enemy patrols were active, it was reported by the Cu 48th Albln, These
patrols were driven of: with cne FW taken. The latter was sent to CF CC A for guestion-
ing. C Company, 4Uth Tank bn, part of Task Force under vol McConnell cooperating with
2d Inf, reported engaging the enemy at Mannville, six casualties resulting. Forward
elements of thet Task Force were reconnoitering for the 2d in 208th German Inf. Re-
ported killed in action on this date was Pfc Yannace of C Company 48th albn, and from
the same Company Ffc babinski was reported seriously wounded.,

There was no change in the CC a position as of 12 September 1944e Intermittent
artillery fire continued fromacross the river into the aica, Contact «ith the 90th
Infantry Division was established on the North., Task Force cconnell spent the day
in reorganization; night patrolliing was carried out by them to determine strength of
eneny forces in bois de Feves, Reports reaching this Command revealed that Capt (Ch)
karvin Z, Utter, CC 4, was eligicle to receive the lrurple heart as a result of wounds
received from enemy artillery fire at Hagendingen, rrance on § Sept 4h4. also eligible
to receive the Furple Heart was Capt Darwin .. orock, hq vo, 48th Alln, for wounds
received from enemy artillery fire at hagenaingen, krance, on 8 Se tember Lh.
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13 Sept 44 - CC & position remegined the ssme on this dete. Intermit+ent ertillery
fire was sgain reported by elements of this Commend to be hsrrassing their positions.
7.ck Force ifcConnell was ectively engeged in petrollinrg et FCRET de JA4UUCNT in an effort
to determine enemy strength, Four explosions of undetermined oripin were reported by
4 Co 33d irmd Engr Bn, No casualties resulteds

4t 141¢ 13 Sept 44 Hq CC & CP was contacted by telephone throuch Iig CC & ty the

440th &F4 Bn of GC wgn 7th irmd Div, The 440th &FA Bn inquired if liasison Officer €95 FA
Bn wes et CF CC "A", They were told that he was not tut ths® CF CC MA" wes in communica-
tion with 695 Fa Bn on Fll redio. The /0th iF4 Bn wented the €95 F4 Bn to place artillery
fire on Reilroad Triewgle at J3G72,,~ith eir observation to be furnished by them, the 440
AF4 Bn, This was done, with observation dete being relayed by telephone from L40th AFA
¥n, thru CC "R", to CC "a", and thence to 695 F4 Bn by Fli redio. 4s a result of this

* cooperation &nd coordination egmong the several units, the terget was destroyed at 175

13 Sept 19 44,

1/ Sert 44 - CC "A" rosition remeined the ssme on 14 Sept 44 with the front 1line in «
the vicinity of LAIZTiEES, Task Force leConnell continued its patrolling activities, i
It wes reported thut at or ebout 19¢¢ on this dete one platoon of infentry, patrolling
~or Tas k Force xcConnell, was ceptured by the enemy in the vicinity 785063, Tezk Force ;
"-oConnell was to be relieved this dste by & Combat Teem of the ¢0+h Inf Div at Agd. No |
contact wes made with more then the I & R platoon of this Combat Team, The Task Force !
remeined in position, awelting the arrivel cf more troops to relieve them, They were “
then told thet there would be no more troops arriving to relieve them and that they were ,
to move out st thelr convenience, Early in the morning of 15 September Ll Task Force §

iicConnell began to move out,

On the afternoon of 14 Sept i4, = mobils Putlic sddress truck from the 3d I‘obile Unit
stteched to XX Corps wes brought to the CP CC "A", Under the guidance of lizjor JOSEPH
F. FORD, S=-2 CC "A", the truck was driven to & point 100 yards Southeast of the CC A" Cr
where, through the Fi system, an attemp t wes made to preveil upon enery colliere in the
vicinity to surrender. Getting no response at thet point, the party moved one mile fur= |
ther on, in the vicinity of SEMECOURT. Two attempts were made here to induce the Jerries
to surrender, informing them that if none came out within five mimtes of the second
attempt, fire would be opened on them, mris was met with hesvy caliber fire from the
enemy position, end so the party returned to CC "AM CP efter their couragious but un=
succszsfil ettempt to bring the enemy in the ares to give themselves up.

15 Sept 44 = ilaving been relieved of maintaining positions secured In vicinity TAL®
LNGE-SILV.IGE by elements of the 90th Inf Div, CC "A" moved out on the morning of 15 Sept
Ll to assembly sree in vicinity XONVILLE. 4t 152f, all elements having closed in assembly
sres, instructions were received to follow CC "R" across MOSELLE RIVER when that unit
moved out, Early in the morning of 16 Sept 44 CC “A" began its movement to cross MOSELLE
RIVER to LD in prepsra tion for attack in sccordence with FO #17, Hq CC "i", which had been
iecved verbelly by Commsnding Officer, CC"A", at 15@@ 15 Sept 44




- . *
16 Sept 44 = On the morr.ng o! the 16th CC A crossed x0SouwE RQE end went

into sssemhly positions vicinity ARRY-MERIEULLES. Col kcConnell reported to Colonel
Rosebeum that due to the fog and slippery terrain over which his tanks would heve to
move to comply with the attack order of CC "A" that it would be impossitle to comply
under the circumstances. Col ilcConnell requested that the atiack be a dismcunted In-
fantry attack, Colonel Rosebsum dispatched the 48th 4rmd Inf En on this mission. Two
companies which had been in sssembly area vicinity Arry moved on foot over the hills
to line of departure generelly 1000 yards Eest of the Rivers The &attack was begun
Eastwerd down slopes direction of VEZON. The attack got under way about 1/¢¢. The
North flank compeny came under heavy ertillery fire from a great distance to the North,
causing slight casualties. The attack was continued by the company slipping to the
South and they went into position South of MARTEULLES. Colonel Chappuis came to CP
CC "A" at about 173¢ requesting tenk compeny to support his 48tk armd Inf ettack,
Company 4/40th Tk Bn wes dispatched from ARRY through LORRY to attack MARIEULLES in con-
junction with the 48th by attacking in a Northeasterly cirection, The attack jumped
off about 1945 but was thrown back by heavy artillery shelling, The Tank Compeny which
was to attack and support the Infuntry received shell fire while moving forwsrd end
consequently was not able to assist in the attack, The 40th Tk Bn, which had been at
the head of the draw, sbout 1500 yards east of the crossings remained there ell after-
noon and night, and was unable to support the infentry due to very rough terrsin des-
cending toward the Esst, This was the resson for dispatching Company 4, 40tk Tk Bn
to assist the 48th Armd Inf Bn in their attack on MARIEULIES,

Artillery shelling contimued intermittently during the day and night of 16 Sept
44 in the vicinity of CC “A" CP,

At @63¢ morning of 17 Sept 44 CC "A" cortimued their attack in the direction of
MARIEULLES. The 23rd Armd Inf Bn had been attached to CC "A" as of 16f3pf Sept 44
It wae reported that in MARIEULLES there were 500 enemy infantrymen, At about 1f¢g
our troops were receiving direct fire from enemy 88's, Division Artillery support was
requested and at 1@/F two battalions of 155-mm artillery were fired at MARIEULLES.
Tanks were unable to perform their mission due to the rain end terrain, The atteck
on MARIEULLES was ordered to be resumed in the afternoon; 48th Armd Inf Bn fallowed by
23rd Armd Inf Bn with the 40th Tgnk Bn in support from defiladed positions., After a
concentration of Artillery at 153 Infantry attacked and were met with MG fire from
the enemy, Tanks were sent through the infantry and at 172f our troops entered MARIE-
ULLES. 100 P¥'s were taken and a Sherman Medium Tank which had been captured previous-
ly by the enemy, and was being used against our forces, was recaptured, Some AT guns
were also captured by our troops, After tseking the town our elements were receiving
hostile artillery fire but despite this the town was outposted and held,

18 Sept 44 - Effective upon relief bty elements of the 5th Inf Div at @635 on the
morning of 18 Sept 44, CC "A" was placed in Division reserve and this dsy was spent
in rehabilitation of personnel and maintenance of vehicles,

19 Sept 44 - Elements of the 48th Armd Inf Bn were relieved from CC B control
and reverted to CC A control at 0@ on 19 Sept 44, These elements were ordered by
CO CC A to move to assembly area S of LORRY, which movement was completed by &g
20 Sept 44e The 4Oth, Tank Bn wes directed by CO CCA at 194F 19 Sept 44 to relieve
CC R immediately at NEY,

20 Sept 44 = CC "A" relieving CC "R™ at SELLIGNEY attacked to the Zast toward
SELLIGNEY with mission of crossing and establishing bridgehead across the SEILLE RIVER,
Intense enemy artillery and mortar fire pinned down this attack and ceaused advance ele-
ments to retire to point West of the road running North and South through SELLIGNEY.
Elements of our inféatry attempted to cross the river but cesualties were inflicted,
enemy fire was intense and they were forced to retire,
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21 Sept 44 = In the vicinity of SILLEG.EY the situction remeined staztic for
the most pert during 21 Sept 44. Recomaiscance putrols were actively engsged through-
out the dsy probing for disposition of the enemy. Intense mortar fire end artillery
shelling was pleced on elements of this command during the period, It was believed
that this fire wes coming from the vicinity of POLLERIEUX and during the night our
ertillery was engsged in firing concentrations on the Suspected enemy positions,
. Pvt lcl Raymond Stinson, 48t 4rmd Inf Bn, driving an RO peep &nd following e
vehicle of medies on their way to aid snd pick up wounded men, wes halted by e German
officer and some enlisted men, They were going to tske }im end the vehicle prisoner
but he succeeded in convineing the officer th:zt he was following the medics in order
to help with the wounded, The officer blieved his story, conducted him safely behind
the enemy lines, aided the party in loceting the wounded &nd evacuating them, Stinson
was turned lonse but ke enemy reteined the peep,

22 Sept 44 - The period of 22 Sept 44 wes Spent in engineer reconnaisssnce for
crossings of the SEILLE RIVER. Heavy concentrations of artillery were placed on the
- enemy positions during the dey end night, Positions secured were held at &ll points,

23 Sept /4 - OC "AM contimied to remain in position on this date, with the CC na®
CP at ARRY. Elements of the Commend were engaged in continuing to hold positions
secured, During the night our ertillery was sctive in firing on enemy positions,
4t a ceremony held at the CC "AM CP on the morning of 23 Sept 44, Tech Sgt Grady
H. Blazier was given a battlefield promotion to the grade of 2d Lt, Mejor General L,
McD. Silvester pinned the bers of a 2d Lt on the new officers raincoat while an assem-

blege of officers of the Division looked on, Following the brief ceremony, liejor Beneral

Cilves ter held a meeting with the battalion and combat command commenders of the Divi-
sion, Generel Silvester took the opportunity of this meeting to introduce Brig Gen
Devine, who recently assumed command of CC wpw,

24 Sept 44 - Relieved on this date by the 5th Inf Div at vicinitp ARRY-LORRY-
SILLICKY, CC "A" began movement to new assembly area in the civinity of XONVILLE. By
@815 25 Sept 44 withdrawal of umits of CC WAN was completed and the movement to the

new assembly arec wes completed by 11f 25 Sept 44.
4 report from the 40th Tk Bn received at CC™4" on the morning of 24 Sept 44
brought word that Lt Col Edward T. McComnell, commanding the 40th Tk Bn, had been

seriously wounded in action,

25 Sept 44 - Having closed in new &sseubly ares vicinity XONVILLE, elements of
CC "A™ spent this dey in rehabilitation of personnel and maintenance of vehicles in
preparation for move to new assertly area vicinity HASSELT, BELGIUM.

26 Sept 44 = CC "A" en route on this date from assembly aree vicinity XONVILLE,
FRANCE to new assembly erez vicinity BOCISIIZIN, Dl “IU...

27 Sept 44 = CC "A" completed road merch from XONVILLE, FRANCE to new a§8emb1y
area vicinity BOORSHEIM, BELGIUM end spent remainder of period in rehabilitetion of
persomel and maintenence of vehicles,

28 Sept /4 - Remained in assembly sreas, continuing rehabilitation of personnel
and meintenance of vehicles,

29 Sept 44 - CC "A" began end completed on this date movement to new assemhly
érea one mile South of DEURNE, NETHERLANDS. At 21 28 September 1944 FO #12 7th Armd _
Div had been issued and CC "A" moved to this new area to prepare for attack on 0 Sept

in complience with FO #12 7th Armd Div,
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30 Sept 44 = CC "A" moved on this date from assently srea vicinity DOUXIE, METEER-

LiNDS, to new assembly area vicinity OPLOO, NETHERLANDS, closing in to the new sres at
11¢¢ this date. 4t PF 29 Sept 44, Commending Officer, CC "4, had issued verbelly FO
#19, Hq CC "A", CC "A" Lad the mission of et*acking to secuire eres Zsst of WEERT. At
113@ CC "A" was in atteck position with two Task Forces stresst, Task Force BiU.N, urder
command of M:jor BROWN, 40th Tank ©®n, end Task Force CHAPPUIS, under Lt Col QHAFIUIS, of
the 48th Armd Inf Bn., A4t 1145 30 Sept 44, enemy sartillery fire wss plsced on the position
of each Task Force, resulting in three men killed and fifteen wounded., At 1535 the sttack
begen end was met with artillery, mortar, &nd rocket projectile fire from the enemy.
Counter-bsttery missions were prepared and fired on suspectied enemy positicns. Leavy
resistuence was encountered causing our troops to dig in and meintgin positions for the
night near OVERLOON,

Shortly after the attsck tegan on the sfternoon of 30 Sept 44, two com:nies of
Germans indicated that they we-e willing to surrender. ailmost at the sgme tine our
artillery opened up in the vicinity (coordinates 7333) &nd the enemy soldiers fled back
into the woods,
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1 October 1944 = Un 1 Cctober 1944 GO "ut CF was located 3/4 of a mile South of
OrIL(, w.Th .duiDoe (n this dute elements of CCi, divided into two Task r.rces
sttacked to the wouth for tie town of CViilOON. The Task Forces were as followss
Teak Jorce Brown, comanded by major B.L., CO 40th irmd Tank Bn, and Task Force
Chap uis, comnandec by Lt Colonel chaFrUIL,, CO 43th Armored Infantry Bn. The former
wne conposed o the 40th armd 1k 3n (-i,B), BComany of the 4cth Armd Inf Bn, lst P
toon, . Company, 8l4th Yank Destroyer Bn, G Coupany, s2nd Incr Bn, and the 489th ar
mored »isld .rtillery Bn. Elcmentz of Task rorce Chappuis were the 43th Armd Inf B
(-B), D Compeny and A Company of the 40th Armd Tk Bn, A Company, 3l4th Tank Destro
Bn (~1lst El'), ~ Compony, 33rd armd Bogr Bn, and the 440th armd Field artillery Bne.
The a.tack be.an ab ubout Po3f and continu-d throughout the day under stubborn resi
tance. Tanks were held up by 4T fire but our infantry succeeded in entering the ou
skirts of the towm despite heavy artillery and AF fire from enemy positions. 4t 19
1 Cctober 194/ our troops were aig ing in on the outskirts of town to maintain yains :
made during the day. Tagk rorce Commanders were informed on the nizht of 1 October 44
that a two minute fire mission would be fired by 7 battalions of artillery at 0628 to
0630 on the morning of 2 October 44, immediately following which the attack was to be
resumed. .

i

5 Getober 1G4/ - On this date the artillery fire mission from $628 to P63@ was
fired and the attack on GV .:{IQON was vesumed immedistely afterwards. Frogress was
slow s the enemy met the attempted advance with hi end AP fire. AT and mortar fire !
was also brousht to beer by the enemy on our infantry and tanks. Throughoul the day !
the atlack was carried on but agaein it wus not possible to clear OVESLOON of the enemy.:

air support which hed been requested was received by us between 132@ and 1438 4
with ¥-47 fighter bombers strafing and bombing enemy positions. The effect of this
air support as known was that one Tizer Tenk had been knocked out and that it had
csused a diminishing of enemy fire. as a result our troops were able to move forward =
but not enough to occupy OV .0, '

Cur known losses for the day included 6 Tanks, among them 1 Lirht Tank and 1
105=mm SF .

st 1845 2 Cctober 1944 an enemy counter-attack was repelled with at least 50
casuelties inflicted on the attackers. ’

éz -/ ledy)

3 October 44 - At P63@ 3 October 44 our troops resumed again their attack on
0VEICCH. Progress was slow and two enemy counter-attacks were repulsed during the
day; one at @715, the second one coming at 13@@. Both counter-attacks came from the})
woods Southwest of OVI:1OOL. Our troops succeeded on this date in maintaining pre-

viously secured positions. A ' A
our artilley was subjected at @f@@ this date to hogtile counter-battery fire.

lio casualties were reported.

4 October 44 - At P63@ 4 eept Oct 44 the attack on enemy positions at OVERLOON
was resumed. acain the efforts of our troops were bitterly resisted and progress was
slow. An enemy counter-attack from Southwest edge of woods around OVERLOC. was begun
at P81g and was stopped and $83¢. At 1445 sir support which had been requested by
GC win arrived. Twelve P-38's bombed and strafed enemy positions in woods Southwest
of OV RLOOi. At 1535 hostile artillery fire was laid on our troops and was followed
by e savage counter-attack by the enemy, using infantry and tanks. The fury of this
sttack made it necessary to again call for air support. For the second time during
the afternoon, twelve P-38's bombed and strafed the enemy. This air support arrived
at gbout 17 and while they perfored their mission our artillery laid concentrations
on the emmy- enemy. At 1745 the counter-attack was broken up but not until our
forces had suffered severe losses in personnel and vehicles. During the attadck some

(f d lost by our troops but was regained and sitions remained the same as
tﬁ?«‘;nhaga eeg on %he pre‘vioaa day. As oi‘ the mrnigg of 5 October '« these positions

were still being maintained. '”0N REMOVED 1 gg\(‘{ , 4

»
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and bazoak. . -
‘ & fire. One of our half-tracks was destroyed by

® e ¢

5 October 1944 - It was reported on this date that enemy losses in their counter-
attack of 173@ 4 October 1944 were estimated to be about 75. This figure was deemed to
be probably inaccurate due to the difficulty of counting casualties in dense woods.

Twice more, on the morning of 5 October 1944, the enemy counter-attacked, at gé63¢@
and at 07/5. Both of these counter-attacks were repulsed by our forces. In each case
the counter-attack stemmed from the woods Southwest of OVERLOON.

Word was received on this date that CC "A" would be relieved of its positions in
.the viecinity of OViHLOON by Combat Command "B", 7th airmored Division. This relief was
to be effected on the merming-ef-5-Oebe evening of 5 October 1944 and the morning of
6 October 1944.

6 October 1944 - By @550 this date units of CC "A® had been relieved in the
vicinity of OVLRLOON by CC ™", CC "A" was entirely closed in the new assembly area,
(Coordinates 748373 - Maps Central Europe, sheet 5) by @856/. Outposts were establishec
and liaison maintained with friendly units on all flanks. No enemy activity was re-
ported and the remaingder of the period wes spent in rehabilitation of personnel and
mgintenance of vehicles. : _

7 October 1944 - At @83@ 7 October 1944 FO #13 7th Armd Div was issued. CC "A"
wes to be relieved by units of the British 1lth Armi Div and move to new assembly area
North WEERT to prepare to carry out its mission as assigned by Division. At 144¢
FO #2B, CC "A", was issued verbally by Commanding Officer. Units of CC ®A® began move-
ment to new assembly area and by 248¢ 7 October 1944 all had closed in to new position
North of WEERT, '

8 October 1944 - On 8 October 1944 CC ¥i" began mowement out of assembly area .
North of WEERT to new positions (Cood575945, Maps Central Burope, Sheets 26 and 36, .
27 and 37) to relieve British units operating in that area. Composition of GC mpw |
was as followss 4Oth Tk Bn, 48th Armd Inf Bn, 4 Co 33rd Armd Eng Bn, A Company 814
TD Bn, D Troop 87th Cav Ran Sqdn (kecs). All units had closed in to new positions & nd
relief of British units was effected by 1725 8 October 1944. CC "A" submitted to Div
plans for accomplishing assigned mission which included establishing patrols and main-
taining contact with friendly units, setting up defensive positions.
> D Troop 87th Cav Ren Sqdn patrols guarded bridge (Cood 617@22, contacted friendly
units at ,EDERWEET. There was no enemy activity reported during the night. ,
At this date 7th AD passed from XIX Corps control to that of British VIIiCorpe
@ October 1944 - During the daylight hours of 9 October 1944 sporadic enemy art-
illery and mortar fire was reported but not fn the mkim immediate vicinity of our
positions. - The 489%h Armored Field Artillery Battaliem fired six comcentratioms af
during the might, requested by the 48th irmored Infantry Batialion. No enemy contact

was reported by our patrols but G Company 48th Armd Iaf Bm reported receivimg mortar
fire, although mome of it was close.

10 October 1944 - Our patrols oontimued their activities. At 1480 position #4
reported receiving eneiy MG and 37-mm fire; our tanks returned the fire. Intermittent -
mortar fire was received by our troope. CC "A® contimued to maintain patrels and
fire artillery concemtratioms at points of ememy activity. Divisiom ordered that ;
agressive patrols be pushed to determime pessible eneay withdrawals. |
11 October 44 - GP CC "A" contimued to be located Coerdinates 5759.5. Our patrols ;
continued acti ' :

ed actively in our sector during the Right and day, ::o::vugbm.n arms, mortar,
ed v:hnoondimtodpntml It was believed tha Cetivitioch; one B !
s hd t en :
‘owr Artillery fired on them at two poiats, Coordinates 672934‘-’ a;dcg%g&:. &3 .-&b:r ‘
madateined with Belglan wnits who reported little activity in their secter. !

g.
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Maps Central Burope, Sheets zge !, 21 & 37. '

12 October 1944 - GCC "A® GP continued to be located at Good 575495, During the
night and day of 12 October 44 our units continued their active patrolling and main-
tained their positions. Artillery concentrations were fired by the 489th AFA Bn
as requested.

Five enlisted men were reported wounded in patrol activity during the day, two -
by MG fire, three by S-mine placed by enemy in ELBUAG WOOD. Enemy casualties were
unknown.

13 October 1944 - Active patrolling was continued throughout the night and day by
CC mA® units.

It was reported that the woode in grid square 6494 were heavily booby trapped
and mined. CC "A" was ordered to use present or attached supporting troops and
clear area. The 40th Tank Battalion was assigned this mission and was to be aided
by & Co 33d Armd Bngr Bn. This work was to be completed by 128 14 Oct 44.

In patrol action during the night in vicinity of BOEVEN one enlisted man was
Killed, one wounded. Two German patrols were encountered near SCHOOR end driven off.
On this date outpost positions within Company areas were altered slightly to

improve defensive positionse. .

1/ October 1944 = CC "AM units contlnued active patrolling. Our patrols were receiving
mortar fire and WG fire. In Elburg Woods one of our tanks was knocked out, by a land
mineo ’

Engineers were engaged in clearing woods of mines and booby traps; work was to be
continued on 15 October.

15 October 1944 - active patrolling was sti11l being carried out and the clearing of
mines. and booby traps in ELLBURG VKOD was completed at 1238.

Two German patrols of 6 men each attacked STEENVWEG at P23 15 Oct. They fired
Buzooke snd MG fire. One of our troops was killed, three wounded, and one reported
missing. At Coordinates 622972 a German patrol wes contacted. It consisted of 7 men.
Five of them were killed by our troops, and two escaped. One of our men was killed.
ﬁt 627963 a German patrol of 8 was met. Ome of them was wourced while we suffeéered no

0S8e . :

16 October 1944 - GG "AM CP still located at Coorcinates 575945, Active patrolling
was continued. A concentration was fired by our Artillery at Cood 655976 at 16gp.
wesults two vehicles set afire - three driven away.

17 October 194/ - ictive patrolling continued. Contact was maintained with adjacent
friendly units; little or no enemy activity along routes of patrol.

1€ October 194/ - active patrolling was carried out. Fatrols reported intermittent
morter and small arms fire on HUN3EL from across cenal curing nigkt. rour rounds

ggytar fire fell on ZiiTBOX from P45 to P65f. Long range sniper fire from vicinity
L. .

19 October 19/ - active patrolling continued. .4 patrol of fifteen enemy reported
entering KUNUZL at 1545 18 Cet 44. They went into a house about 2£8f vards E;st of
town and fired small arms into town. Our patrols destroyed the house at about 1645
und no enemy was ssen to leave the house. During the night 19 Cctober nc hostile

patrols reported in our sector. Long range MG fire on ELL from Bast of canal was
reported. ‘

/;%9



Maps Oentral’z»-EJrop§ (. | - ‘ ’
sheets 26 & 36, 27 & 3 S

20 October 1944 - Active patrolling continued. It was repoerted that ¢
mortar fire put out of action enemy mortars and MG in the vicinity of 65094
ober 44 &t 1615. o « e T ;

Effective at F8fP 20 Oct 44 the 4Bth Armd Inf Bn was attached to CC R. The 38%h
Armd Inf Bn became attached to CC "A". Relief of the 48th Armd Inf Bn by 38th Arnd Jaf
Bn was to be effected by Companies. Movement of 38th Armd Inf Bn into CC A ares was ol
pleted at 115 20 Oct mm 44. : : . TR

21 October 1944 - Active patrolling was carried out. Ab STEENWE: during the night . {
German patrol of four men was repulsed; no casualtlies were reported. : ) : =
From across canal between Hunsel and Steenweg heavy small arms and MG fire was %

received by Tr D 87th Cav Rem Sq (Mecz) at 164f. No cssualtiss resulted from this m‘o

g8

)

52 Ootober 194/ - During this dey patrols contimued to operate. No enemy actdvity repor- |

23 October 1944 - Active patrolling carried out. No enemy activity reported.

dinates 578962. Movement was begun at 1435 and ‘completed at 1538, : T
Troop D 87th Cav Ren Sqdn (Mecz) reverted to oontrol of 87 Cav Ren 8qdn (Mees)
from CC A control at 1725. Ren Co Harold (814 TD) was attached to CC A as of
25 QOctober 1944. , : : *
 ictive patrolling was carried out. Patrols reported heavy intermittent mortar fire
falling on Hunsel during the afternoon. -

24 October 1944 - Headquarters CC "A" moved this date from coordinates 575945 %o ooor-

25 October 1944 - Active patrolling was continued and it was reported that enemy mortar
fire was being received from ROEVEN. In a house at coordinates 618961 a patrol of the
38th Armd Inf Bn captured three prisoners at 1230,

Ren Co, 81l4th TD relieved D Troop of the 87th Cav Ren Sqdn in position at g83g.

26 Cctober 19// - Active patrolling carried out with little activity reported.

o7 October 1944 - At 145 27 Oct 44 the lst Plat Ren Co 8l4th TD Bn reported a unit of °
the €7th Ren Sqdn was in trouble in the vicinity of NEDERWEERT. 87th Ren Sqdn position
at coordinates 616f22 was receiving heavy mortar snd srtillery fire. The 40th Tank Bn
was ordered to dispatch one company of tanks with one platoon of infantry and ID attached
to area 613052 at 13@5. This TP was attached to CC R by Division order ab 163¢. The TF -
reached its destinstion at 613@52 at 17f1. TF known as TAsk Force Nelson. ' o

28 October 1944 - The Tank Platoon of TF Nelson returned from patrol and had nothing to -
veport. 4s of fof TF Nelson was relersed from GG X and attached to GC A, also A troop
74k Cav Ren Sqdn was attached to CC & as of foff this date. TF Nelson was directed to
~separe for attack direction South and est on order at pgopp. Task Force moved to line
817023 to 638¢21. Task Force began attads but progress wes slow as it met determined
encny resistence. 4t the close of the period TF Nelson line was located at coordinates
616025-632£23. On the remainder of the OC A front active patrolling was cerried out.

20 Getober 1944 - TF Nelson resunmed treir attack at @@ this date. Frogress was slow
ond the enemy wss sble to maintuin their positions. On other sections of the 40 A front
active patrolling was carried out. h



30 OctoWwer 1944 - Task Force Nelson was ordered to maintain and outpost bridgehead
and extend to original position, starting at P63f¢ this date. Task Foroe Nelson acoom-
plished this mission with the loss of one tank, one other dameged.

At 2128 29 Oct 44 it was reported that enemy tank heavy vehicles were in the
vicinity of SCHANS and it was believed that construct work was being underteken by
the enemy. Our artillery was called upon to stop this activity and sucoeeded in doing
”. P . .
Between the hours of P43f and f6ff three attempts were made by the enemy to oross
canal at NEDERWEERT. These aftempts were halted by our artillery. '

At coordinates 648948 and 653936 there was enexy activity attempting to put bridge
across the canal at those points. A :

M #22, Hq CC ®"A", was issued at 1715A.

CC "B* relieved CC "A® at 1845A.

31 October 1944 - Units of CC "A" completed move into positions as per I #22, Hq 0C 'W}}
30 October 1944. '
Hq of CC "A® moved on this date to coordinates 61272. ,
While the 38th Armd Inf Bn was moving into position om the morning of 31 October
1944, 70 enemy foot soldiers began an attack in their vicinity. The 8l4th TD Ba
covering the movement of the 38th AI Bn into position brought direct fire to bear on
the enemy and hastily quehled the attack. Of the 7f Germans attacking, 3f were taken
prisoner. .




Cummm ©

5 November 1944 - CC "A" units ha maintained their positions during the night 'i
of 4=5 November started out again at §73f and advanoed slowly owing to the heavily ;
mined area and units receiving artillery, machine gun, and mortar fire. t !
the day requests for artillery were dispatched and artillery missions were fired with |
good results. The movement of tanks was hampered by the extensive mine fields and |
their attempts to move forward drew heavy artillery fire. )

Engineer troops were again utilised probing sone of advance for mines. |

At 20#f on the evening of 5 Nov 44 relief of the 4(8th Armored Infantry Battalion |
was begun by the 23rd Armored Infantry Battalion and relief was completely effected
at 0445 on the morning of 6 Nov 44.

Information was received from Division Hq that one battalion of the 227 Brigade
ﬁritieh) would relieve the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion on the evening of 6 Nov

6 Nov 44 = The 33th Armored Infantry Battalion jumped off on their attack at 1445
this date and in cleaning out area 678f58 - 673056 encountered AP minefields. Engi-
neers were employed to clear mines. '

At 1815 this date word was received that CC A would move with Division to new
assembly area.

Positions were consolidated for the night of 6-7 November 19.4.

7 Nov 44 = Positions were maintained during the period. Bngineers guarded and
maintained two bridges at 614855. They searched for and removed mines in the vioinity
of 661@52 and 667@55. :

The 40th Tank Battalion was relieved in position and completed move to new
assembly area vicinity MAARHEESE.

8 Nov 44 = CC A relieved in all positions and moved to new assembly area vicinity
Maarheese.

9 Nov 44 - CC A.moved from assembly area vicinity Maarheese, Holland, to new
assembly area vicinity Ekelrade, Holland.

9 - 21 Nov 44 = Period spent in rehabilitation and maintenance.

22 Nov 44 = CC A moved from vicinity Ikkelrade, Holland to new assembly area
vieinity MUSSOHBMIG, Holland. Hq CC A at MUSSCHBMIG, coordinate 76#571.

23 = 30 Nov 44 Negative report.

/3 I
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HEADQUARTERS COMBAT COMMAND A"
APO #257, TTH A. D., U. S. ARMY

AFLER ACTION REPORI

1 Nov 44 - PO #23, Hq CC "A", was issued at 23ff on 1 November 1944. This field
order confirmed with verbal orders issued previously by the Commanding Officer,
Col Dwight A. Rosebaum, To comply with these orders, units of CC "A" were engaged
on this date in moving into positions and to prepare to attack at 1gf§ 2 November
1944 as ordered. Hq CC "A" was located at coordinates 61274 (Maps Nedsrweert, south
portion, scales 1/25,000) Comsiderable ensmy ackivity was encountered by the 38th
Arad Inf Bn, with enemy reported digging in in the vicinity of coordinates 648f55.
There was also activity reported to the south of the 38th Armd Inf Bn. The composi-
tion of CC "A" units was as followss Task Foros Puller (commanded by Lt Col Puller, -
38th Armd Inf Bn) consisting of the 38th Armd Inf Bn, attached A Company 4Oth Tk Bnj
C Company 4Oth Tk Bn, a platoon from A Company 8l4th TD Bn, a platoon from A Company
33d Armd Bngr Bn; Task Force Brown (commanded by Lt Col Brown, 40th Tk Bn) consisting
of 4O0th Tk Bn, minus A and C Company, attached A Company 48th Armd Inf Bn, a platoon
of A Company 814th TD Bn, a platoon of A Company 33rd Armd Engr Bn. At 1745 the 48th
Ammd Inf Bn was attached to Combat Command "A".
’ Throughout the day intermittent artillery harrassed our troops. Our artillery
was called upon to fire many missions and did so apparently with good effect.

Our troops succeeded in capturing about 2 of the enemy in activity throughout
the day, including one officer, a lieutenant.

2 November 44 — During the nite of 1 November 1944 our front line units dug in and
prepared to attack on the morning of 2 November at 1gf. At 1117 2 November 44 TF
Fuller crossed LD. TF Brown crossed LD at 111@. At 1225 contact was madd between
both TF's. Battalions were sbreast at coordinates 617£25-623p27-63ff3@. Mine fields
were encountered but by 136 two lanes had been cleared through mine field at 635035
At 1645 the front line was at 617§22-624822-630025-640#34, and at 183f the leading
elements of TF Fuller were at 618¢18-63pF23. ‘

At the beggming of the attack both Task Forces were receiving AT fire. Artillery
was called upon to place concentration on possible gun position. This was done and
as a result the AT fire ceased. Other missions were fired by our artillery upon re-
quest with good results.

During the day's aciion a total of seven (7) PW's were taken by troops of CC "A".

3 November 1944 - Having consolidated and reorganized on the mite of 2 November 1944
both Task Forces moved out on the morning of 3 November 1944 to continue on their
mission. Light enemy opposition was met and both Task Forces succeeded in moving to
and reaching their objective. Artillery missions were fired on request and their
effectiveness, contributed to the advance of our troopse.
During the day's a dion a total of six (6) PW's were taken by troops of CC "A¥.
Task Forces dug in for the night along line 653@12-648022-643¢36. '

4 November 1944 - Both Task Forces resumed the attack on the morning of 4 November 19/
abd sgcceeded in making rapid advance during the morning hours but were held up in the
afternoon by artillery fire and mine fields. The mine field contained a large amount
of AT and AP mines. Bngineer troops were dispatched to sweep mine field from supply
route and zone of advance. Our forces dug in for the night. In the vicinity of
coordinate 67@532 the field was heavily strewn with AT and AP mines. 4s it was sus-
pected that the remainder of the area was mined an additional Engineer platoon was re-

quested to clear the area and do 8s0.
= " /v
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CLASSIFIGAT.ON REMOVED

HEADQUARTERS COMBAT COMMAND "Aw
APO #m, 7m Ao Do’ Uc Som

3 December 1944.

Subject: Letter of Transmittal.
To 3 Commanding General, 7th 'Arlgd Div, APO #257, U. S. Army.

Transmitted herewith is After Action Report covering the. period
1 November 1944 thru 30.November 1944.

For the Commending Officers
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ALVIN L. m:,.ht,‘

Lt Col, Inf,
Exec 0.
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1 Junuary 1945.

Subjects Letter of Transmittal.

To s Commanding General, 7th Armd Div, APO #257, U S Ammy.
(Attns Div Historian).

Transmitted herewith is After Action Report of Headquarters
Combat Command "AM covering the period 1 Dec 44 to 31 Dec 44, inclu-
sive. .

For the Commanding Officers

Lt Col, Cav,
Executive Officer.

Inclosuress GCC "i" 7th irmd Div Journal 1 Dec 44 to 31 Dec 44, incl.,
includes FO's iscued during month und Feriodic Reports
for December, w/msgs, overlays, etc.
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. Hq GG "AM 7th AD ER ACIION REPORT - .

December- 1944 o . \

18 Dec 44 = In compliance with Operations Instructions which were received at 2300 on 16
December 194/ and fragmentary orders received by telephone, the Commanding Officer CC nan
Tth Armd Div, Colonel Dwight A. Rosebaum, had issued FO #27, Hq CC "AM, at f#24F 13 Des 44
and megsage at @33¢ 17 Dec 44. This field order and message covered the movement of CC "A®
from Scherpenseel, Germany, to Beho, Belgium. On the morning of 18 December 1944, Hq CC ®A?
was located at Beho, Belgium (760816) with units located as shown on overlay accompanying
Periodic Report #125. Instructions received from CG, 7th Armd Div, alerted units of GG "A"
to move on 30 minutes notice after @@ 18 December 1944. At 1ffl§ 18 December 1944, CO,

CC "A", issued verbally FO #28 for attack on Poteau, Belgium. Hostile forces were reported
in Recht (P8@1945) and Poteau (P775918). The mission of CC "A" was to attack Potesu moving
via Maldange-St Vith-Sart les St Vith-Poteau, without delay. CC "A" was composed of the
Advance Guard, consisting of Co C 48th AIBn, Co C 40th Tk Bn, under Lt Col John C. Browm,
CO 40th Tk Bn; the 40th Tk Bn (less C,D) following advance guard; 48th AIBn (less C) follow-
ing the 40th Tk Bn (-). D Troop of the 87th Cav Ren Sqdn Mecz was to occupy outpost posi-
tion vacated by the 4Sth AIBn vicinity Thummen, Espelen, Deyfelt. A Co 33rd Amd Engr Bn-
remained in position vicinity Rogery (725842). Hq Co CC "A" (less GO, Ex-0, S-2, 5-3) FPe-
mained in position with €0, Ex-0, S-2, S-3 following the Advance Guard. The Advance Guard
moved out at issuance of FO #28, 1flf 18 December 1944. As units approached Poteau contact
was made with the enemy; a hostile tank being engaged. The infantry company dismounted and
were entering Poteau at 132f. Hostile résistance was strong and by 1530 units were still
held up at Poteau. A message from OG 7th AD to CO, CC "A", informed Col Rosebaum that it
was impreztive that Poteau be seized and held the afternoon of 18 December 1944. By 1708
RJ at Poteau was in our control. Our infantry moved into town to assist one platoon of
tanks receiving MG and tank fire from the East at 1655. By 1755 our infantry and tanks
were in Poteau and CO, CC "A" informed CG that the condition of the units was good and
recommended remaining in position for stabilization before launching limited objective
attack. At the end of the period 18 Dec 44 Poteau was in our hands and outposts hkd been
established and strong offensive meaffres on avenues of approach to Poteau were organized.
Hq CC A" (Fwd) was located at 79f9¢S. .

19 Dec 44 - D Troop of the 87th Cav Ren Sqdn (liecz) was detached and relieved of all
CC "A" missions as of P8¢ 19 Dec 4. :

On 19 Dec 44 enemy resistance at Poteau continued to be strong.

Flans were prepared for attack of Recht and withdrawal via Petit-Thier-Vielsalm in
compliance with message received from G-3 Division at 1959 lo Dec 44.

AG and tank fire was received from North of Poteau by our nnits commencing at gesg.
At @9/8 the 489th AFA Bn reported into radio net and fired artillery missions on request.
A heavy artillery concentration was received in Poteau at 118f. As of 14#f there was no
change in the situation and the woods Zast of Poteau were being cleared. The attachment
of a TD Co was requested to engaged 9 enemy tanks in position North of Poteau at 1435. 4
friendly’ column entered Poteau from the ‘fest at 1535 and withdrew after receiving fire
from enemy tanks Nosth of Poteau. It was reported to CC "B" thet 2 roadblock had been
established at Rodt 1615. Contact West of Poteau was made with CC "R" at 1860,

Throuchout the period of 19 Dec 44 our units wwcceeded in maintaining and further con-
solidating their positions at Poteau despite strong hostile resistance.

20 Dec 44 - At P625 20 Dec 44 a message from Division ordered GC "AM to hold position at
all costs. Force on South Flank was not to be withdrawn because of need by Division. It
was imp€fative that CC "i" command the road leading into Poteau from Recht. 4t 125@ CC ng
was directed to gme go arcund Northwest flank. €O 48th AIln was instructed by Combat Com-
mender to send two platoons C Co 4th AIBn and tank platoon Co "C" 4Otk Tk Bn through Fo-
teau astride Vielsalm-lecht Road at 183f.

All throuzh 20 December 1944 units of CC "A" held and continued to consolidate posi-
tions ~ained cdespite stif# resistance. -Our artillery gave support upon request. sour
encmy tanks werc known to have been knocked out by our troops on this date.
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14 OC "AM after action Ref‘wt‘nec!..(conx'd).v“ o ,
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21 Dec 44 = it the beginning of this period C Company 43th AIBn && (-1 Plat) moved from
Foteau to position North SR and astride the Vieslam-3echt Hoad and established a defense
line to the Zaste. A4t @3f 21 Dec 44 there was in position astride the Vielsalm-Recht road,
1f¢ yards West Poteau, two infehtry platoons and one tank platoon. The CO, 48th AIBn was
directed to send out putrols to determine enemy strength. GC/4Sth ATBn wam (-1 Plat) and
one platoon C Geo 40th Tk Bn was sent to occupy high ground 772923. Stray enemy patrols
began to harrass the road at 796896 with small arms fire., A platoon of B Co 40th Tk Bn
wes went to repulse enemy patrol at 796896. A platoon of B Co /8th AIBn was sent to area
where patrol had been reported. This platoon returned after recovering eight 1//4-ton
trucks from which personnel of the coumand had been captured by enemy patrol.

4 counter attack from the enemy Northwest Poteau was engaged with tanks and artillery
and by 133¢ 21 Dec 44 was under control. Throughout the period positions were msintained
and the road St Vith-Poteau was kept open despite harrassing of enemy patrols. Another
strong hostile counter-attack with mortar, MG, and artillery was repulsed at 20@f. At
2345 road block at 798896 drove off hostile patrols. :

22 Dec 44 - At the beginning of the period a messsge from Division was received in-
structing that present position be held and that control of Road at Poteau be held at all
costs. Two platoons G Co 38th AISn were attached, effective g8ZF. Two platoons C Co

3sth ATsn arrived via Petit-Thier-Poteau. At @83@ approximately one company German infan-
try was encircling position of B Co 4Sth AIBn. Co C 38th instructed to move vicinity 89 .
and patrol wooded area to North and East. 4 platoon of B Co 40th Tk Bn was sent to weicinit
wodt to repel company encircling tracks at 812887 from Northeast at 0945, At 1148 a pla-
toon of B Co 40th Tk Bn and platoon of A Co 40th Tk Bn was engaging 16 enemy tanks in vici-
nity of Rodt. TD's were requested. At 765913 the vehicle area of C Co 48th AIBn was in-
Tiltreted by the enemy. Hostile tanks controlled Rodt. 4 message from Division advised of
strong enemy attack Southwest from iHodt and instructed CC MA" to take action to retard
right flank. ‘lithin and Northwest of sodt platoon of A Co 40th Tk Bn and platoon B Co 4Oth |
Tk Bn still hcld on. Vehiecles of B Co 48th AIBn and Service.Co 45th AIBn and A-traing were |
knocked out. iemaining vehicles were withdrawn to Petit~Thier. FPlatoon A Co 40th Tk Bn |
and B Co 40th Tk Bn deployed Northwest iodt with G Co 36th AIln along woods. The GCC MAM i
plan was to establish our units on line 77491§-77292f beginning 16,5, Hq CG "AM left po- |
sition at 79@g9gSat 1634, Ha CC m4" closed in Petit-Thier at 742915, The /Sth AIBn CP was |
established at 742013; that of the 40th Tk Bn at 743914; G Co 38th AIBn (-) at 748912. At |
221 a hostile attack by tanks and infantry with bazookas from the Zast at Poteau resul- i
ted in the loss of two of our tanks. . !

|
23 Dec 44 = Barly in the morning of 23 Dec 44 S-3 CC "AM returned from Division with plansJ
from withdrawal. I-hour for withdrewsl was sct at Pé@f. At 1fPF 23 Dec 44 FC #30 Hq GCC "A*
was iesued covering withdrawal. At 1#35 a hostile counter-attack was begun by infentry at
770924  Counter-attack was stopped by artillery and tanks at 1115, Hostile tanks moving
Zest on rocd at 77@913 were taken under fire at 123@. Air support was rendered and planes I
bombed and strafed encmy positions at 7777922f. This support was very effective and con - !
tinued throuchout the daylizht hours. Support for the withdrawal wes also received from™ |
the 275 AFa Bn beginning cbout 1/4¢. Jithdrawal was made through CC "R" which also “
covered the movement. .t the close of the period units were enroute or closed in to new
assenbly area vicinit: Harze. Eg GG M"A" was located at Harze.

24 Dec 44 = GO GG maM" reported to 18th Corps as ordered early in morning of 24 Dec /4.
Crne Co &l.ith TD was alerted to have one platoon for movement by ¢6ﬁ¢ 24 Dec 44 and this
plztoon was attached to CC "AM task force. CO CC "A" returned from Corrs and issued verbal
orders to have B Co 40th Tk En, A Co48th AL.n, and one platoon i Co 33rd armd Engr Bn move
to .anhgy without delay. Intire commend was to be moved into 558911 and 52393@; troops
to be disposed there at once, remainder of command to follow at earliest possible time,
Verbal orders from GO GG "a" were issueds All movement was afiected and positions were
taken up as shown on position overlay accompanying periodic report 3132. Contact wast‘ ?
a

gained with 2nd Bn 325 Airborne st Fraiture. liaison with 531 F4i was establishhd
- 2 -
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Hq ac ngw ifter Action Report W . ’ <«

4 1708, Alr support was received from 143¢ until darkness.HX At 17¢¢ the 23rd AI Bn was
zttacﬁd to CC ".I!ir':. One Bn 424 Inf Regt attached to CC "A" at 17p¢ but reverted to control

of Division at 17454 At 143@ thé CC "A" sector was changed to include Tri-les-Cheslaing
(5591) end the high ground iWest of Grandmenil (529f). Hq CC "A" was located at Manhay. At
about 2220 a severe hostile attack was begun by the enemy after a heavy artillery concentra-
tion. Plans had been made for withdrawal of CC "A" units to line Grandmenil-Vaux Chavanne as
coordinated with adjacent units. The enemy attack was made almost simultaneously with this |
withdrawal. GCC "A" units fell back-and established a strongpoint at 537945. During the
enemy attack a German tank infiltrated through our lines and caused destruction of one half-
track, one light tank, and 2 1/4-ton trucks. Severe losses were inflicated on tank and in-
fantry companies. ‘

. 25 December 194/ - Defensive positions were organized as shown on overlay accompanying
Periodic Report #133. Heavy concentrations of artillery were inflicted on enemy positions.
By the evening of 25 Dec 44 our troops were sgain entering Manhay.

26 Dec 44 - BEnemy troops succeeded in re-entering lianhay the morning of 26 Dec L4. However,|
through this period elements of CC "AM succeeded in maintaining and consolidating positions
in sector assigned. Heavy concentrations of artillery were directed against ememy positions
in jianhay and beyond. :

27 Dec 44 = Consolidation of positions continued. Two Cos of the 517th Parachute Regt
attacked and took the town of Nianhay supported by Division artillery.

28 Dec 44 - No change in the situation took place. Positions were consolidated and
forward listening posts were established which rendered hourly reports to Combat Command
Headquarters. Active patrolling was carried out and intermittent artillery fire from the -
enemy was reported from front line positions. v

29 Dec 44 - All positions were maintained and listening posts continued to render hourly
reportsto Combat Command Headquarters. Active patrolling continued.

30 Dec 44 - CC "A" was relieved in position on this date by elements of the 29lst Infantry
Regiment. CC "A" units completed movement to new assembly areas in the vicinity of Xhoris.

31 Dec 44 - Negative.




SUBJECT: After Action Report, January 1945.
To : The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D. C. (through channels) «

Under the Command of Colonel WILLIAM S. TRIPLEI, Combat Commend njgn, divided inte
three T:sk Forces, Task Force WEMPLE, commanded by Lt Col JOHN C. WEMPLE, 00 of the 17ih
Tenk Battalion; Task Force RHEA, led by Lt Col ROBERT L. RiEA, 00 of the 23rd Armored In-
fantry Battalion, and Task Force Seitz, under Lt Col RICHARD H. SEITZ, CO of the 2nd
Battalion 517 Parachute Infantry Regiment, wento into the attack on the morning of 20 Jan=- |
uary 1945 with their immediate objectives belng DIEDENBERG, the high ground Southeast of
DIEDENBERG, and the clearing of the AUF der HARDT WOODS. Tesk Force WHRMPLE obtained its
objective, DIEDENBERG, by 1§3 meeting only light resistance. Task Force RHEA succeeded
in securing the high ground Southeast of DIEDENBERG by 153f despite heavy enemy resistance |
from houses in their zone of action. During the remainder of the period positions were
consolidated and plens made for the attack on 21 January 19/5 of the AUF der HARDT WOODS.

At @4@f 21 January 1945 Task Force SEITZ moved out across the LD toward their objec-
tive, the AUF der HARDT WoODS. Very little ppposition was met and by §o@p Task Force
SEITZ was on the objective. Task Force WHMPLE and Pask Force RHEA moved out from thel
positions at §8@P to tie in with the flanks of Task Force SEIIZ. By 120¢ this was ac
plished and a small force was then ordered to seize the high ground at 879964, which
mission was accomplished at 14#@. '

Task Force SEITZ in advencing to clear the AUF der HARDT TWOODS met moderate enemy
resistance, consisting in the main of small arms, mortar, and artillery fire. Five me
bers of an enemy patrol, captured in the area of TASK FORCE SEITZ's advance, brought to
light the fact that units of the 12 SS Pz Div were defending against CC nAnt g advance .g

Artillery and Nebelwerfer fire was used by the enemy  in considerably heavy concen
trations on this date in the area of the AUF der HARDT WOODS. %"

The Command Officer of CC "A" issued Operations Instructions to assembled Task Foro®*
Comnsnders at & meeting at the CC "AM CP at @2f 22 January 1945. These Operstions In-
structions set forth the plan for the taking of HUNNANGE and the wooded area East of
HUNNANGE. At 1f@@ on the morning of the, 22nd January 1945 the movement for the attack
began and, moving through small arms, anti-tank, and artillery fire, Task Forces SEITZ
and WEPLE put themselves in position to jump-off to take HUNNANGE. At 170 both Task
Forces jumped-off and by 1745 had reached their objective and were consolidating positiong
Task Force FHEA in the meantime had taken up positions on the South edge of the IN der
EIDT WOODS, having followed Tesk Forces SEITZ and WBMPLE, mopping up such resistance as
remained behind those Task Forces. Small arms fire and anti-tank fire was met by our ad-
vancing troops but was swiftly reduced. Speed of advance was the "order of the day" for
our troops and in carrying this out they succeeded in disorganizing the enemy to a large
extent. A few enemy tanks were observed but these did not engage in ground fighting ex-
cept for firing at long range.

Bnemy units efforting to oppose our advance this date were revealed through PW in-
terrogation to be elements of the 18 VG Div, the 246 VG Div, and the 12 SS Pz Div. Ar-
tillery fire was not in as great amount as on the previous day and enemy infantry bore
the brunt of defense without much support. The result was the capture intact of several
isolated enemy groups of resistance. ;

Upon reaching its objective CC "A" assumed control this date of Task Foree GRIFFIN
commanded by Lt Col GRIFFIN, CO of the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion.

Throughout the period of 23 Janusry 1945 units of CC MA® were engaged in changes of
boundaries (as shown in allied documents to this report). Positions held by units of
CC "An were consolidated. :

. CLASSIFIEAT ON REMOVED K¢
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Turing the vrariod 2/ Jarvary 10/5 sctive rctrolling: was maintezined and consolidotion
~f a3l nositions was continued. Task Loice RHEA reverted tc CC "AM control as of 1,80
2/ Jaruary 1645 having been cetachied from CC MAM and attached to CC "BM control on 23
January 19.5.

it lABVS 2/ Janmary 1945 FO #35 Eq CC "A" was issued by the Commanding Of.icer. The
linc-vp of Tu.l. Force Fia, Tnsk Force PLYE, T-sk Force :FITZ, =nd Task Force GRIFIIN
was assirned mission as follcws: Task rorce RHEs to seize, secure and defend '/ALLi-0Di;
Task Forew G J¥FIL to seize ang defend hish ground Northwest of ALl “RCDT: Task Force
~IT. to seize =nd defend high crcund lorth of WaLll2#0DZ. Task Forcw "MPLF, in reserve,
took un rositions from which to bring direct fire on the objectives. I-hour was set at
1887 25 Janusvv 1945 and at exactly 1@@F that date Tesk Forces 53ITs, Fa, and GRIFFIL
wrmped-cff for their obiectives, Smcll arms, machine-gun, and ertillery fire resisted
tre advance of the troops but desnite this, and despite heavy mortar and sporadic liebel-
werier ire, a1l Task rorces succeeded in securing objectives before nightfall.,

The orcun- on.osition in thie attack on WALLTRODZ and vicinity consisted chiefly of
well du~-in infentrv whose emplacemen*s were connected by tuimnels and by dusouts. The
roints of hirh crcund were well defended by dug-in infentry supported by mortars and
machire ~uns. In addition, tre houses snlons the route of advance ‘jere organized for
defense. But the coordination of plans, the determination and bravery of the troops on
the line, the combined nse of all weapons in the attack added up to the success which
this oneration, and z1l overo*ions reported herein, enjoyed. Juch was the character of
the attack that.at the close of the period patrels were pushed forward in the direction
of the Division objective line when reports were received of an enemy retreat.

For the Commanding Officer:

Lice 3/, .
THEO T. KING, ‘j

Lt Col, Inf,
Ex-C CC MAMW,
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Subjects After Action Report February 1945.

To i The Adjutant General, Washington, 25, D. C. (thru channels).

- \

.

~

Headquarters Combat Command "AW, commanded by Col WILLIAM S. TRIPLEL,
was located throughout the period 1 February 1945 to 28 February 1945, in-
clusive, at LeBRUYERE, BELGIUM., -

Units under commend of Combat Commend "A", 7th Armored Division, at the
beginning of the period were the 17th Tank Battalion, the 23rd Armored Infan-
try Battalion, B Company of the 33rd Armored Engineer Battalion, 4 Company of .
the 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion, and the 2nd Platoon of G Company of the
203rd Anti-aircraft Automatic Weapons Self-propelled Battalion.

The entire period was spent in rehabilitation of personnel and vehicles,
care of weapons, training and renge firing. In addition to these activities,
personnel of the units were at times engaged in road maintenance work in the
Corps area. soad maintenance in the Combat Command area was done throughout
the period. A4 GPX and llap exercise, in which Headquarters Combat Command "A"
end wits under its command participated, was conducted by Division during
the period 15=17 February 1945. 4 critique was held for CC "M and units
on 19 February 195 at the GP of the 23rd Armored Infantry Battalion at
HENRI CHAFPELLE, BELGIW, on 19 February 1945. v :

is of P2233@ February 1945 the 23rd Armored Infantry Battclion reverted
to Division control and reverted to CC M"al control at 14@f 1f February 1945.
During their absence they assumed defensive positions in vieinity 984312.

A Company oi the 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion reverted to control of
the 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion at 163@ on 7 February 1945 and at the end
of the period had not yet returned to CC "A" control. During their absence
they were engaged in assuming defensive positions in the areas of the 69th
and 99th Infantry Divisions, maintaining them for the purpose of supporting
those Divisions in the case of an armored enemy counter-attack.

For the Commanding Officers

LD Te KIN
Lt Col, Inf,
xecutive Q.
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e Subjects After Action Report of GC "A" 7th Amd Div March 1945.

7,7 To $ The Adjutant 'Gsieral, Washington, D. C. (thru chaamla).

i _

i Transaitted heremith is After Action, Report of, for this Command
for the month of March 1945, together with supporting docments. o
,%," * For the Gomandin'g Officers

4 THEO T. KING,

| .. | Lt Col, Inf,
o : - Exec0 /

J[:;? - ih

- Incls S-3 Journal March 1945, _ . i

S ~ msgs, overlay, Opns Instrs, ‘

 FOs, and Allied papers,
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489 AFA Bn wes attached at
_serve. P .

DQUARTZRS COMBAT COlumAl:D M"A"
&0 #257, 7TH A Do, U. Se A}NY

A

1 April 1945

Migps: 1 liar - 2 iar: France & Belgium, Sheet 70, 1/50,008,

3 Mars' GSGS 4040, cheets 70, GIGS 4507, Sheet 20, 1/50,000

4 lar - 7 iars GSGS 4507, Sheet 20, 1/50,000
& Mars GiGS 4507, Sheet 40 and 60, 1/50,000

9 ar -22 Mars GSGS 4507, sheet 60, 1/50,000

23 Mar -25 Mars GS 4507, Sheet 60 and 80, 1/50,000
26 Mars S=2, 1/100,000 ‘ ,

21 Nar =31 Mers R-3, 1/100,000

Ty S p————

1 Mar 45 - The CP of CC "A" 7th Armd Div was located on this date at La Bruyere,

Belgium. Under its command was the 23 AlBn, 17 Tk Bn, B Co 33d Armd Engr Bn. Commanding
CC "A" was Colonel #ILLIAM S. TRIPLET. There was no contact at this time with the enemy.

2 Mar 45 - At 1500 2 March 1945 CC "A" was alerted for movement anytime afteér goge
3 Mar 45. At g8ffg 2 Mar 45 C Btry 203 AkA AW Bn (-) was attached to CC "A" in place.

H

3 jar 45 - CC "A" moved from vicinity LaBruyere, Belgium, to vicinity of Konzen, Ger-

, closing in their new area at #31445 March 1945. A Co 814 TD Bn was attached to f
CC Min at @31445 Mar 45. At this time GG "A" was formed in Task Forces Wemple and Rhea,
with a OC Reserve, embodying TF King, and the Hq & Hq Co CC "A". These Task Forces were
led by Lt Col Wemple, CO 17th Tk Bn, Lt Col Rhea, C0 23 AIBn, and Lt Col King, Executive
Officer of Combat Command "A". |

/=6 Mar 45 - CC'"A" remained at Konzen during this period conducting training, preparec
to operate in the Division Zone. :

7 siar 45 - CC "A" moved from Konzen to vic Fussenich, Germany, closing at @#71430 Mar
L5. CC was prepared to operate tc NE, E, or SE. The 489 AFA Bn and the 38th AIBn were
atteched to GC "A" at F720fp iar 45.

8 Mar 45 - Early on the morning of 8 Mar 45 OC "A" began a march from Vie Fuseenich \
to Assy area Vic iliel, Germany, closing at gogopd Mar. At 1¢3% CC "A" advanced in two i
‘columns, TF Wemple, TF Rhea. Following in support was TF Griffith, under Lt Col Griffith,
00 38th AIBn. The objective was the West bank of the Rhine River., The two Task Forces
were met by no opposition and by 18@g & Mar 45 occupation of the West bagk of the Rhine
2iver from iehlem to Unkelbach was completed. CP CC "A" at close of period was at Berkum,
Germany. The 489 AFA Bn fired one round to be the first Arty Bn of the Divigion to fire |

East of the Rhine River. ‘ \

9 Mar 45 - Positions of CC "A" were consolidated and boundaries readjusted. CP re-
mained at Berkum. ' ' _

10 Mar 45 - CC "A" on this date organized and maintained newly assigned defense éectoi‘.

11=22 Mar 45 - The Combat Command continued active patrolling, strengthened and main-
tained defense in sector during this period. On 20 Mar 45 internal security against.
possible enemy airborne attack was organized and maintained and this remained in operation
wmtil the Command was relieved of ite responsibility for same..

23 Mar 45 = On this date CC "A" was relieved of responsibility for defense and internal
security in its sector on W bank of the Fhine River. ’

24, Mar 45 - During the night 23-2/ Mar 45 CC "A" completed movement across the Rhine
River and closed into Assy area, with the GP of CC "A" located at Ginsterhahn (724197).

25 Mar 45 - CC "AM moved into Fwd Assy Area prepared to attack on Divigion Order. The
gogp 25 Mar 45. CC "A® formed into two Task Forces and CC :
at 1925 25 M o
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26 Mer 45 - Warly in the morning of 20 iiar 45, CC A jumped off on an attack which was
to carry them SE down the Autobahn; the objective, Limburg. Driving vith speed, carrying
out the order to by-psss, encircle, and push, the attack was marked with success. Before
reaching Limburg, plans were changed and the Commend swung NE and drove toward Wetzlar.
German wreckage along the route, thousands of surrendering enemy soldiers, absndoned guns
and equipment gave testimony to the fact that the drive was creating havoc among the enemy
forces; they wers given o opportunity to set-up a defen:e capable of halting the attack.
Wetzlar was cleared on 28 Mar /5 and CC Mi" s three Task Force columns, ‘emple, rhea, and
King pushed Bast towards Glessen, Germany., Stiffer resistsnce was offered at Giessen than

|
\

at any of the other places along the route of CC "AMs advance but the town was cleared and

outposted at 213f 25 kiar 45. Included in the bag for operations on this day were 19 38-mm
guns, 7 2C-mm guns, and a number of AT weapons of unidentified caliber. It was in the Vic
of Giessen that a German PW camp containing approximately 1000 4llied Prisoners of War,
the majority Americun soldiers, was overrun, freein; the captives. ’

29 wiar 45 - CC "4" was rilieved in the Vic of Giessen by the 394 Inf Regt on this
date and, in TF formation, the Command moved to a new Assy area in the Vic of Liddenhofen,
Germany. The CC was reorganized into two Task Forces, and prepared to operate in the Div

Zone.

30~31 biar 45 - CC "A" remained in Div reserve until the end of the period.

Col W. S. Triplet, Commanding Officer Combal Command "i", was wounded on the night

of 27=-20 Mar 45 when his vehicle was struck by an enemy anti-tank gun. Despite a harrowing

night spent in having to fight off the attempts of two enemy soldiers to take him prisoner
or to kill him, and in trying to find his way back to his GP alone, Col Triplet remained

on the field the following day. He directed the operations of the Command wntil the taking

of Giessen, He was then evacuated and was replaced by Col A. J. Adams,

|



Subjects After Mtioa' My & rdl 1945. | ‘
To t The idjutant General, Mashington, 25, D. C. (thru channels).

At the beginning ef the period, 1 April 1945, Hq CC A wus estiblished at Kllere
hausen, Cormany (809767). A three hour alext was placsd on OC A for attadment em eall
to the V1I Corps for possible employment in the general vicinity 625840. Routes to the
Northwest toward possible area of employmeat were reconnoitered.

Fatrols to the Rder River in the assigned sone of CC A were maintained. |

At 1700 on 2 April CC A was atteohed to the V1l Corps and im tumn to the 104 Inf
Div. At 2000 on 2 April CC A began movement from the Viginity of Kllershausen te Asgy
area Vic Medebach, Germany (6789,. '‘he CF CC A alosed at Medsbach ot 0100 3 spril end
the entire command elosed as of 0545 effecting relief of the lst Battalion of the 41
Infantry Hegiment. CC A was ocrgamsied in three Task Foross, TaskForee Wemple, W
Lt Col Wemple, (O of the 17%h TXx TF Fhea, commanded by Lt Qol Fhea, 00 of the
Armd Iaf Bn, and TAsk Foree Daley ty Maj Daley, Fxedutive Offiesr of the 17¢%h Tk

In. Their eomposition was as f wes
23 AIB (less two(3)0Oos) gig
&/27 ¢/

ule

1; Tk Bn ?1«- two(2)

Cos(X) end /17 less

one (1) Plat /17 (less 2 Plate)
gﬁm 1‘%‘;“"' 2 Plate)
1/8/33

Por Operations Instructions isswed by the GO of CC A, Col A. J. Adams, CC A was %o
0930 on 3 April to seise and seouwre

wore given the misgion of sssomplishing these objeetives, while TY Inley was te move
t0 Medebash and estebligh elose in seowrity in that area. The 489th AFA Da attadhed %o
CC A was displesed forward to fire preparatory fire afford
other fires on eall. The objectives were seised against light eppesition and Yy 1100

3 April 1945 the positions were comsolidated. TP Daley was then assigned the task of
assisting the 3d Battalion of the 145 Infantry lisgiment in seising sad sseuring the

tom of Kustelberg (CO7920). TF Daley moved to earry out this migsiem at 1745. Direet
fire AT gung, tamks and 5P guns were encomtered and T. Daley eould net get inte
the towm wmtil or darke Kustelberg was fimally entered at 1930 3 April 1945.

AS 2400 3 April CC A was detached from the 104th Inf Div and attached the the b
ry Division. CC A, less TF Dalay, moved from Vieinity Medebach to sttack pesitiems
in the vicinity of Kustelberg. it 12004 Apr 45 all elemsnts of CC A were in Kustelbe
relieving the 3d Bn of the 145 Infantry Regiment. The CP of CC A closed at Nedebesh
0900 4 Apr 45 and opsned at Kugtelberg at 1015 4 Apr 45.

Operations Instrustions issued ab 2200 on 3 Apr 45 gave TY Wemple the missien of
moving from their pesitions at ledsbach to Kustel erg to oscwpy and defend the North
section of tom. Thay wers to block all entrances to ares; destroy all direet fire
werpons oapable of firing imto the ares and prepare to continus the advanos to ths North-
west. TF aley was given a similar mission, coowpying and defemnding ihe South seetien
of Kustelberg. TF Fhea was to seeure Kedsbach, Medelon (654863) and to maintain esntest
with elements o the 60th Infantry Regiment.

At 1000 on 4 april 45 T7 Wemple attached to seise Gronebach (57928). Kegvy mtie
tank, artillery, mortar, and mall ams fire was encowntered and the attask was halted
at 599%1. After recrgani::.iion, the attack was resumed at 1600 assisted by elements
of TF Rhea and 1¥ Daley. The objestive wus seiszed at 1636 4 april 1945. AS 1230 4 apr
45 TF ‘thea attacked and seimed Hildfeld (580944), securing objeetive at 1356. T¥ Daley
attacked at 1700 and seized liedersfeld at 1945 meeting heavy anti-tank, srtillery, more
tar und amall amme fire. Seaurity of all objestives seized was organized and Tusk Foraes
prepared to oontinue abtaek.

AS 2830 4 April 1945 CC A vas reinforoed witn 1 sttalion of the 47th Infantry Regli-
ment. Operations Instructions isewsd et 2150 4 April 1945 assigned missions t¢ Task
Foross of CC A. The attack begun at 0800 5 April 1945. Attacking lio thwest from Kiedsrse
feld toward ileseringhausen (5399) owr orces were met vith hesvy AT fire and a Foad
block in the vielnity 547974 defemded Wy 5I' and 3/a fire. It wus believed tiat the enemy
was employing elght P wusault ‘w s to bolster hia defersa. aifter clearing ewt this
resistance, owr truops advwiced to within 200 yard: Southeust of Wleneringhuusen where
they received heuvy 20-mm fire. The town mas cleared and from that poimt korth only
light resistance was enocumtered. During the lute aftermoon our force: lswiched s altlnak
om Brinaksprei (5399) from the Worth. The advanee wuas held up yy heavy &, 8¢, mertar,
arblllery, ana staid i iio.. W1 cowny resisted very stubbormly. at the close of J.('A*#
the period our forces were prepwring to atéeck tre towmn aguin. (ne & gun reported et
the edge of woods at 515991, 120-am mortar fire :eli on 'iedersfeld throughout the duy.
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o-owxwqu.dt.d-nom-h-.co.otthomhxnmw
of the 87 Cav Ren Sqdn (Mees), eoutimued the gitack from
Usen, moving eut at 0805, A road bloek at 545060 was reduced at 0835, At
0930 a1 m‘WMﬂn‘.ﬂﬂ\w-.nMMummutmd. At 1300
Bigge was sttasked, sngownterirg moderate artillery and mortar fire and beavy small ams
fire. nxvoo.mmm.mnmud-wunmwtmm-
five, Mtfeld wmys seised gnd semured, Task Foros Wemple moved out from Drwnskeppel ab
0900, set wp & road block wb 525020 &b 1035 end seeured Assinghausen. Task Fores Mhea
s OK10 6 April 1945, fellowed Task Fores Daley throwgh
Olsberg and Bigge, tumed SswAh from Bigge and attacked and seeured Helmeringhausen ad
133, Atﬁod..d‘hpﬂlo‘ﬁn@&&uuhnmdmm.
Q0 A remained o defengive status in the Zome He » Aatfeld, Olsberg,

&
8
]
5
j
:
E
;
3
b
g
g
%

3
!
:
g
4
g
<]
:
i
]
1]
:
h 3
e.

£ep
i
:
itf
29
v-ﬂf
b 4

g

:

-4

4

:

§

:

3

&
E
£d
3
:
:
#
g
!
®
' 4
f
§
;
]
;
i
E

cc order of the 7th Arad v
erberg (555889)« Lengowsise (507345) and

CC A eontinwed in 7¢h Armd Div reserve to be
00!?'.
assmbly area in the vicinity of Gleidorf prepared
Ay Qleiderf %o Arpe - Kukelhein - Kebbearods.
attasked and siesed Isingheim ot 1810, They
CC R &t Bremscheid at 1830, Retuming, they
Daley formed in the vicinity of Schwartmecks
xinefield o 208988 and attadked Obr Valbert.
assubly area in Arpe and Kvkelhein gad was put em a thirty
tine

this t0 positions in the vidinity of Eslshe
at 1615 11 April 1945. CF OC A was loeated

AVA Bn was attaghed to CC A end Kk Co of the

m' date.

forward Asswmbly ares vic Ralohe-Ndr Salwey=Seipere
elements of the 2nd Infwiry Regiment at Hellefeld at 0720,
seined Yembenfeld, Selecheds, Rohre, Redklinghausen, iiedfeld
Nellem, EKlbersleh, Melsched, Fovel, against light to moderate
Sumed left at Kasberg, attasked and seised Langenholte
toward Balve at the end of the period against light to
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mederale resistanee. TAsk Fores Dalsy tumed left at Kesberg, prepared to spport Task
Jorees Wemple in attesk en lLangenholthausen and Balve until the end of the period. The
489 AFA In displaged forward en the axis of advanesj provided censtant artillery support.
AS 3055 12 aprid 1945 the CP of OC A was opsned at lLangmbolShausen.

A% 0830 13 April 1945 the 34 Bn of the 395 Inf Regt end Task Foros Chappuis, wnder
command of 14 Col Chappuis of the 48th Armd Inf En 7¢h Armd Div were attached to CC ...
Tagk Fores Wemple attadked North from Volkringhausen at first light but heavy fire end
mmmmmmnumnumuuu suall gains and at the end of the peried

attack was o 4% 2000 elements of the 5th Inf Div were passing through in
Spport of thelr sttack. Task Fores bea sttacked at first light on 13 April from Hovel
(B1308) Southwest %o Beckwm (B110065) which was taken at 1330 and continued West to come
tast the infantry of TF Wemple at 1450 after working through a road bloak. At 1200 en
atteck to the Northwest was lamched by TF Ghap;uis, TF Daley, and the 3d battalion of
the 390 Iafantry Regimemt, Task Fores Chappuis jumped off from Hovel at 1200, eontaotec
elemsnts of the 10 Inf at 125106 and cleared woods R of that point at 1330. Considerable
opposition wus met 500 yards Rast of Risborn (Bl02099) at 1800 and at the end of the
perdod Task Foros Chappulis had seised the tom. Duley attgqoked from Balve to the lorthe
st over diffieult terrain, sypporting the attack on the town of Deilinghofen (B0430:3¢)
3d Battalion of the 395 Inf Regl, K Co having reverted to battalion eontrol at 0200,
attasked Northwest at 1200 from Balve, cleared the woods Northwast of the town und st the
end of the period were attadiin; to capture Deilinghofen and landing ground 1000 yards 'or
th of Dellinghofen. The GF of A moved from Lanycnholiligusen to Valve at 1400 13 April
and from Balve to Redkun at 1630,

Om 14 April 1945 The P CC A remained at Beckwm. Task Force iwmple from Volkringe
hausen oonfiinwed attack North te 093079 with elements of the 5th Inf v in supjori,
The attack was halted at 084087 gt 0200 due to stiffened enemy resistanoce. Tho attaek
was resused at 0615. Hpgustadt was seixed and secured at 0612, . vunethal gt 1014, Broske
hausen ab 1100, an ernemy - ' Comp in the vicinity of Hemer wus seised at 160" and " .ak e
Fores Wemple naintained positions wntil the eud of the peried. Tusk Foree ihes situcked
Ssixed and seeured demke st 1300, Aprike &t 1400, holdiny dnfeneive p-itien 1 1/2 }}.7
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Cn ) My /5 Oombygt Oorrizyd 1%, Tth Armored Divison, wder cosmend of (xlenel
WOLIAE e THIFLIT, arrived ab o now ‘ndna‘.;u in the vicinity of ESGIEIN-DALL S
WS DERLY. < wBUDERGLDIE IC P, S . & 0MY, in G7.HANY,

Cn 2 ey 45 ot 0730 Cparations lungtrustions were issied eovering movenat of the
Conbet Comnand t0 a new dsserily grea in the vicimity of VMILAEK, CTUNY, Wnder

oomsgnd of this b ar: wore Tusk Foree WINPLE, led by I8 Col AIPLE, Comaniing
Officer of the 17tk Ted: Jovoe wmder I8 Ol ® of the Dl Amnd
€ Bnj Task Foroe DAILSY, omuanded by Major THGIAS -, » Rxeowkive Offiger of
the 178k Tk Bny end Task Forcs 147 ULS, led by It Col GLAPFULS, Commending Offieer

S Ammored Infantyy Betialicne nder direst esmtyol of the headguarters wms the
sadguarters and licsdquartor: ‘copany, the 489%h Amd Fleld Artillexy Beit -d
Gompamy of the 33vd Amored ‘hginesr Baftalisn. M the end of the perdod e 2 Rey
45 the Comdbat Cormand was clcsed 4n its new ave in the vicinity of KLODCRM,

45

On the Commenct spain moved, this time %o new area in the viainily of
Red 785 00 R¥e AOGG BN 00 [ DAL 3, e (31T 7 s RN BleXAMKROLS, Here in this area wWite
of the Cormand were egaged in cporgting Prismmer of “arenslo okablighing local
sesurity snd enforcing oivili:r comtiale CC A was loonted ot IWEOR amdng
%otiu%o‘:&wdéﬁww,latwmu e 5th of lay to POLT /RN on the sheve

(] San. :

The moves of (C A &uriny o Lirdd dayw of May ware part of the vhidh was to
exot s the arive of the T4 .uncred Mvisten, opersting olo with the Egnd Alsbome
Mvidion, and sttactied t¢ the (tish Seemmd Ammy, aoross the MBE RIVIE and te the
Paltic Ser, further splittin the Al wall a‘ wp Coman Atnies. The plans wewe
ocmocalved, axecwticn of ther wes Zade « opposition was nil, Unesnditionsl Surrender
of all Gersan Yorces facin, the st Ammy Group allowed for the Command to eawsy owd
$ts qporetions without the Tidng of a single shot. Eut ane ocbwtesle was in the peth
oi’ the advanesy, tle thousands ef Gomman tsveps, end vehiales,using the sowte of advence
of CC A g0 thadr mite of rtireved S0 Prissner of War enclosures,

00 A remainod at the vicialty of BOLT NA el Y 5 MEL e DASSON wntil the At of
Moy vhen 1t bggan novenart ic 1dnity of "TLEABURLLLI Tel SGTAU, AL the ed of
Moy the (F of CU A naa locited 1t 7JGOAl, C7 AT,
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Sidjests Letter of Trensmittal.
fo 1 The AMiwient General, Mshingten, 3. O,

Tranmittod horoulth 1s After Asiion Report for Ahis Wit for
the nemth of Jwne 1945 together with allied papers.
Jor the m&u Offioer
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ERADQUART ERS QUMBAT COMMAND "A®
APO ¢257, TTE A. Do, U. 8. ARNY

13 Jaly 1945.

ATLER ASKIGN RIPOK JUNR 2945
Napst Ga&S 4416, Seale 1/100,000, Sheets U3 and U4

Throughout the month of Jwme 1945 GC "A* 7th Armd Div was lo-
cated within the Divigien sone, shich was in the viainity of HALLR,

. QEMUNI. The O of OC A was ab SSCHOKTAU ( RZL0OZ6) CEBANY,

Units wader eonrtrol of Ocmbat Cesmand *AY, wader the esmmand of
Oel WILLIMM S. TRAPLET, mﬁommdxnfm,tholmrmkh.-d
the 33rd Amd Bagr Bn.

Operstiens for the period cemngisted of malmtaining read patrvels, read-
bleeks, k@ installations (everlays) were guarded by OC t!oopa. carrying
out measures for ¢ivilism esmtrel, Military Goversmmut, and maintaining
an airstvip, Baslc training was putformed snd rmges were found mmd whi~
lised for preparstewy narkmansghip and practice firing, Maintensncs of
vehicles and equipment and rehgbilitatien of personnel was comtimued
throughout the peried.

A Oombat Oommaend Resexve Task Force was mgintain companies al-
temating within the battaliens forming armor and infantry T“l

‘of the task forece. This force made ralds em all towms v ¢ Oom-

bat Command aréea searching for Gemen seldiers without p:cr discharge

Such retlds
were nade on a total of 58 loealitiss, ronltmuﬁom.tiu '
persons, the finding of a mall -out of equipment.



