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SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS

The beginning of May found the 7th Armored Division in en assembly
ares on the LUNEBERGER HEATH as part of the XVIII U. S. Corps (Airdorne)
ubder the British 2nd Army. Om z Muy, the 7th Armored Division (minus
Combat Command "B") moved scross the ELSE to an assembly area in the
bridgehead held by the 82nd Airborne and 8th Ianfantry Divisions. Combat
Command "A" and Combat Command "R advanced to the north from assembly
areas in the viecinity of WITTENBURG on 3 May with tiu migssion of destroy-

ing enemy resistance in the division sone foreward of the line GADESUSCH-
RATZBURG. No resistance was encountered as our foroes raced to the BALYIC
S8EA and the only himdrance to the advance was the endless columas of mount-
ed and dismounted PW's streaming south to the division ecages. The offi-
cial PN tosal for the operation ELBE-BALTIC was $1,218 which brought ‘the
division total for operatioms simee landing to 113,041. At F116d6, Com-
bat Command "B" had been atw.hod to the 82nd Airborne Division end moved
eastward into their area across the ELBE. The eombat command assembled
its task forces as quickly as possible and nttuM to the cast on % May
to seise LUDWIGBLUST. At 16§ on the seme w«, "B* Troop, 87tk Cav Rea
8q Meos, was ;s.m the missioa of conmun; the mum. This was
accomplished st 3926 neas the towa of nnu\ru where A%. WILLIAM
KNUWLIUN, CO of "B" Troop, contacted elements of the Russism 191s% Infantry
Division. A% 4130 Combat Conmead "B" reverted to Tth Armored Division
Controle From 4 Mey to i9 May, the Seventh was bustly eaployed with the

oocupation and Military Govor-ut of ite uotor h the provimoe of
xscnxmu at whioch time it was relieved by ‘elements of the 8th Infenbry
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and 82nd Airborne Divisions. On 20 May, the Division began movement
south and east to a new security sector in the provinces of ANHALT and
SAXONY where, on 21 May, it became part of VII Corps, ¥inth U. S. Ammy.
Upon arrival, the Seventh relieved the 104th Infamtry Divisién, whioch
operation was complete by noon on 23 May. From 23 May to the end of the
month, the Division ass.med responsibility for oiviiiu eontrol, security
measures and the guarding of 79 key installations withim its area and

further carried out an extensive training and behabilitation program.
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The first day of May found the Leventh Armored in the LUKLFERGEK lbglH

region of Germany, prepared to cross the .LLE, and here, breaking out o1 the

SUMMARY

attack north to the BALTIC.

bridgehead held by the 82nd .irborne and &th Infentry Divisicns,

The Sevent: was attached to the Us 5. XVIII Corps

(airborne) operating under the british 2nd amy, tut remained assigned to the

Ninth U, 8, armye There was a tense feeling of expectangy in the air, On 27

4pril, the americans and Kussians had linked at TORGAU, on 31 April to the

roll of muffled drums, the German radio clectrified the world by aancuncing

"This aftermoon o . » our FURHKGR died," bhiussolinl was alreedy dead and on

display on the public square in MILaAk, It cowldn't last much longere

The division order of battle was:

QiBE OF BAITAL
Combat_Command “A"
17th Tk BEn

23rd Armd Inf bn

499th armd Fa Bo

4/8l4th TD Ba

5/33rd Arsd Engr in
1/4/203rd AM Bn

1 seq/87tn Cav Rom 5q Meos

Bivision Iroops
33pd armd Engr Bn (=)

84th TD Bn (-)
203rd AhA Bn (o)

Gonbat Comnars "t

31st Tk ln

434t Armd F4 ln

o/8L4t . TD in

A/3>rd Ammd ingr In

B/8Tt Cav Ren &q
Mecs

Rvision Traing

Tth Med Bn Armd

129t Ord ¥ Bn

4Lh6th Qi Tr Co

POTh Y ir Co

4/8Tth Cav sen 5q
Mecs

bat Commsnd B

40th Tk Bn

38th armd Inf Bn

440th armd FA Ba

B/814th TD Bn

G/33rd armd Bngr in

1/B/203rd Ada Bn

1 sec/87th Cav Ren $q
Mecgz

Pvigion Regerve

87t} Cav Ren Sq Mecz ()
48th Armd Inf Bn

Rivision Artillery

Hq and Hq Btry
4 (e) & B (e)/203rd AAL Bn



Combat Cosmmand "B" was reliecved fror divigion ooxitxwol and attached
/;

to tue 82nd idrborne Division at 228P on 1 waye kLarlier tiat night at

cerin 1745, they moved into t'e 82nd's area and now, oortinuing
east across t-e ALBE at BlilnilE, they closed in a bridge-
head assembly area near SUMTL at 02515, The Combat Command remained
under 82nd airborne Uivision control until 1 on 4 May at which time,
it returned to the Seventh Armored.
&t §1239¢ an operations instruction was issued dinctiﬁg all units
of tie division, less Combet Lommand "B", to begin movement aaross the
M KLLE to a new assembly ares in the vieinity of VELLAHN,
i BEilletin; details were sent cut and by early morning of
3 May, all units had closed in the new area, %i!e division was now in
MLOMLENBLHG, a sparsely populated agricultural province in the north
Gemman plain where the local set-up had been sharecteriged as feudal
even by BISMARK, The sandy Geestlands and peat bogs of the LUNEBEHGER
" 1EATH had given way to a comtry of lakes and impermeable clay. It was
a regicn of wndulating irregular relief with rounded ridges and hmmo cks
interspersed by lnw-lyine pockets contalning lakes or marshes. There
mere & fow scattered woods throughout the area, but tlie greater peroentage
of the land was cultivated under a mixed faming system of ocereals,
potatoes, sugar-beets snddairy farming.
The 3rd of Mgy at §3Pf Wn operations instruction was issued directing
the Tth armored Division (=CC*b") to attaek or corps order from thdlr
CRLAALARES present positions to tiie BALTIC 3EA. They were to
L siilitn destroy the enemy in tle some and contact British VIII

Gorps elements near FUTSNITZ (098998) upon reaching thelr ob ective.
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Loubet Lomnand "A" was to atiack on the rig. t and Combat Commard "K* on
tie left, Gernan Ph's, refugees, and displaced persons were not to be
permitted to flow west out of the division gzaie but every effort was to
be 1.ude to xeep thes in place. Units were to .et up colleoting points
for iw's within tlieir own areas of responsitility and were to initiate
searches for enemy mililary personnel and high Nusd officlalse
The disintegration of the once great Geman amy was already well
wmder way. o glanice at the Ge2 periodic reports 1or these days and you
Al _arY find such telling remarks as: gy lste"No gystem of
delenses was encountered an wiere in the corps sector®;
kay 2nd "XV1l1l Corps (abn) - No front line exi:.tms ilements of the corps
have rangsd almost at will in their assigted s.ctors during the period..."
Un Z liay elemeits of the british lith axmored .ivigion emtered LUBLCK and
eler-nts of the XVI1l Corps (abn) went into i = el t ereby sealing off all
wenues of entrance int the corps pockel and splitting the North German
army Group in two. Om 3 Kay, the 7th imored Mvision went back into action
and the following is the G-2 summary of the situations "“Our forces ed-
veuced from assembly areas Vie WIlTidBiiG (2151) with the mission of
destroyin, enemy resistuice in the Liv zone forward of the line GADEBUSCH
(2372) = KalZBUG (O171). No resistance wu. encountered as our forces
raced to the BALTIC Sha within our sone. The only hindrance to our
.dvics wus the endless colwmns of mountcd and diamounted Ph's who streamed
south on cur routes of auvances"

st 1190 en 3 May, Combat Command "A" and Lo.bat Command "R" left




their respective assembly areas at hlOLUi:GL wic WLulKCw and advancing
sgeinst 5o opposition whatsoever, reached their objcctives on the coast
LMk W PP, The entire day's advance was mede along a road
— packed for miles with a s0lid streem of Gexman vehicles
stresming in the opposite direction, It was probebly one of the most
motley collection of vehicles the world has cver seen. .ibsent were the beau-
tiful cars axd tanks of the propaganda movies tuti tiiere was everything else,
dlesel and wood-burning trucks emitting blue puifs of smoke, long lumbering
farm carts with an incredible cargo of huném and ho..sehold goods, little

Opels reserved for only the highest renk, suireys, tvhe inevitable bely
buggies and little carts of the refugees who travelled on foot, and even
s occasional ﬁro-omim.‘ Once the soldiers reached the haven of American
PW cages hastily improvised in the open flelds, it was as if the clook hed
been turned back a hundred years. The grimey, dustecovered men in gre-
gree uniforms gathered around a hundred little cunpfires, soup was being
ledled out of old-fashioned field ki tchens, an occesional nurse's uniform
fashed in and out among the soldiers, and everywhere es far as the eye
oould see were himdreds of thin, sorry-looking horses who hed been un-

\ harn;uod when there was no further need for them uid were now milling .
about sinlesaly in the neerby flelds. It might have been the end of the
Civil War ingtead of World War 1I, Two more events worthy of note during
this, the division's fingl day in oombat in burope, were establishing
contast with elements of the British 5th Infantry livision in DaSSOR
and receiving word that all German forees in ITAY had surendered. I

che /O




~  First JU 388, Germem exper
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imental observetion plene, to be seen by experts of the RAF.
intact by the 7th Armored Division at TARNEWITZ on the BATTT( .

It was captured
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our own sector, il wus only toc apperent that iti.e Germans cornsicered
all lost and were now doing tnair‘uu}aoat to eu,rmder'to iritish or
amcrican troops before they fell into imssian hands,
On 4 May the division received orders to ussune the responsibility
for the sone from the ELBE iuVik to the bal:iil Lk between the British
QILLANAEING V111 Corps on the left or v.:t and the 8th U, S.
infantry on the right or saste. Gexman military per-
sonnel continued to be pluced in organiged Pi Gam;s and a search was
made for all Nasi officials. ioad blocks were established, civilian
oontrol measures enforced and security patrols set wp. iHefugees and
displaced persons were not allowed % circulate into or cut of the area.
By 6 May, a total of 12 FN cages hold.ng ,uh6 priscners was estab-
lished in the division area. The official 7th armored Division toisl for
m. the operation plbb-babilG was 51,<1¢ and the additional 19,428
L4E3 were added wﬁm we assumed 001tI0l Of several cages previously
under the British, The ranking prisoner wzs hajor General SIEVLRT, oom-
mander of the ﬁth Infantxy Division, who drove into one of the division
cages on 4 May. The grand total of prisoners taken Ly the division since
. entering combst o the end of hostilities numbered sm impressive 113,041
among the more uhbli ingtallations overun by the Seventh's troops were
a fully equipped @lmo base with twenty pl:nes intuot, a hundred new
engines, and &0 wdeternined number of partially assembled plunes, and
also sn sirdrome with a few serviceable land planes and sbout twenty-five
unservicasble oraft in addition to a large amount of spare parts and

-5.
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Tesk Force Brown's PW Camp near GREVESKUHLEN, MECKLENBURG.
area after the collepse of the morthern Germen armies.
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miscellsneous equipment, Other prizes were an electrical equirment
rurehouse, an aircraft engine warehouse, anc wu airphoto laworatory,
all crammed with the lutest equipment,
The Military Government detachment of thc veventh accompanied the

troops in and ss usual, found the entire uwre i: administrative chaos.

w ; In all of the large tow.s. i.es, G VESHUHLEN, SCHUNELRG,

AL and Li5SUW, the porulation -as inaated to four times
its pre-war level and there were oonsequent kncvtty problems of housing
ad food to be solved, The greatest trouble was caused by Kussian and
Polish elave laborers who immediately began looting German property and
stores upon the an'ivgl of the imerican trovo, 8. However, a fim policy
by the military police und the eventual evacuation of all Russien
naticnals 1o a pre-arranged exchange point remedied this situation, 4
gr:at number of German refugees throughout the sone of responsibility
were put to work on farms whor;labor was sorely needed, On or about
9 Mey, the stores were reopened and the banks began transactions. Deposits
in the banks were greater than withdrawals for the remainder of our stay,
lhe clotiing stores operated under the rat:ion aysten in effect baro;'o
allied ocoupation., arrangements were made with the C.LLILS Wholesale
Grocery in LUbLCK to Vsnpply stores in the area. 4t the end of the period
all the utilities which had been shut off upon our arrival were restored
send operating.

At 05120 May, the followin. attaciments and detachments were effecteds

48th amd Inf Bn was detached from Combat Commgnd "A" and attached to

o 6=
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Combat Command "B", 4/48th imd Inf Bu was attached to Combat Gommand
"B* from Cosbat Command "k"s Companies "." and *B* of the &4th Td Ba
AIIAGHKENIS  were detached from Combat Comuands "4" and "R* respective-
1y and returned to battalion control at F5liffe G/&14th TD Bn was returned
to battalion control from Combat Command "B* at QW kay. The 489th Amd
Fi In was detached from Gombat Cosmand "4%, amd vith the 87¢h Cav Rem 8q
Meos vas ettached to the Divisien Artidlery at JOPEM May.
On 7 May, the following THX message was recelyed from SHAER
" 4 KEPRESENTAIIVE OF THE GLRIAN HiGH WOwsaND SIGNED THE
. UNCUNILTiONAL SUMRENDER OF ALl Giudah LAND, SEA 4ND AIR
FORCES IN BUIOFE T0 THe abiJbkD EX rduTiCNAKY FORCE #1D
bIMULTANEOUSLY 10 THE $OVI:T MIGH QLaiiND ATGR4) IDURS
' CENTRAL EUFOPEAN TIME SEVEN MAY UNDRR WHICH Abl JORCES
WiLL CEasE ACTIVE OPBHATIONS AT g HOURS 9 MaX.
LFFECTIVE DMMEDLATELY ALL OFVENSIVE OPERATIONG BY ALLIXD
AXPELITIONAKY JORCE WILL CEASE AND THOUPS WILL KaMAIN IN
PREBANT POSITICNS., MOVES INVOLVED 1IN OCCUPATIONAL INTIES
WILL QONTINUE, IUE 70 HIFFICULTIES L. COMMMICATION THERE
MAY RE SGME DELAY IN SIMILAR ORDERS REAGHING ENIMY TROOPS
50 FULL DEFENSIVE PRECAUTIONS WL BE TaAKN,
i INIOIMED JOW 10 AND INGLUDRG DIVILIONS, TACTION
ALK COMMANDS, AND GROUPS, BASE SECTIUNS JND BQUIVALENT,
NO RELE;SE WILL BE HADE 70 THE PRESS PENDDNG m
MANT BY THE MEADS OF ALL THREE GOVERM. LNIS,® L |
The war was over, mrmuumnwmmﬁuu
as a result, there was Wit a Bild eslebration, $%ill, May 7 was & wamm,
bemtiful day, appropriate for the M smuouneemens, and ﬁ- md-
feeling was one of "All's right with the wrlde® o
At 1500 on & May the Mhuu operations um wore iomed, In

all probabllity the division would Fensin in its pFeseat sester for s pesied

T




of three weeks, Evacuation of German Pi's would be scoomplished as rapidly
as higher echelons ocould provide facilities for thelr reoception. A search
w fbr and the gollection ¢f sneny equipment was to be
%ﬂm omourrent with the segre.ction ard control of allied
displaced persons, If and when, the Seventh was sssigned to a sone of
ocoupation, that sone was to be divided into four sectors, each controlled
by Combat Command "A", Combat Commsnd FB", Combat Command "R", and Idvision
Artillery respectively.
On 11 Nay a liaison officer was dispatched from the Seventh to the
S5th British Infamtry Division on order of the (G of the XVIIX Airbome Corps
ADIVSIING to begin arrangements %o shift troops in aceordance with
the intormnaticnal boundary. Aeeording to operations in-
structions issued at 1969 this date the Geventh Armored Division was % move
1ts troops 0 as to make its left (west) boundary uniform with the corps
overlay. The wdunty for the new sestor was to become effective at
1’7’. The dgy of 12 Iq was given over %o making mutual arrangecents with
the Eritish Commenders for the relief of the tioops in the areas involved by
the change in Wwdary. On 13 May the relicf wis uderta’en snd the adjust-
aemt of the left bowdary was completed ty 118§ on 14 May.

4 rest, resrestion, and rehebilitetion eemter for the men of the Seventh
was opened oh 15 May. The facilities of a large German airport at TARNERITE
 BRUBLLIATIGN  on the BATIC were utilised for the camp. Each of the

R division's nrganic gnd attached wmits were given quotas
a@d seat groups of men 10 the wodera buildings built in a pime grove an the
shores of the u.nc.' The morning was devoted to training, ealisthenies, sad

s
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close order urill, whiie the afternocn aud ¢vin.rn_ were given cver to
recrestion, an extensive program of athleitics, swimu‘in;, ghu boat rides
on the Lalil( were included ir the itinciwxy. . iher ifecaturcs were two
stage shows and a movie ecch night, and bw.d u certs by the Livision kend
assenbled for the first time since the divisi 1 left in land. & PA, branch
AP0, and hed (ross office contributed to the .icilitlese 1lhe ceuter closed
.on 18 kay as the divisicn prepared to move iculii to a new sector in u.X:MY,
On 16 kay a warning order was issued th t ... wnits should Le prepared
%o turn over thelr sectors to the 8<nd ,iric:.. iivision when a relief was
Alkilisdd FUK officlally a:nounced, lhe Seventh continued controiling
QY IAIRT |
its sector until 19 kay at v ich time it prepared to move
- south and east to the province of SAXUNY and . F.ui'l and the 82nd moved in,
The long trip from the Normandy Beaches to the Baltic had come to a peaceful

~end,






A 23 on i iHay, Combet Command "B was uttached 1o the 8znd airborne

vivision ahd slerted for movement eastward intc thel: sreae The combat
eenph command moved esst across the ilhb iilver at ELLUKXDE and
N
8gnd A8 WV closed in an assenbly are: in the viainity oi SUMIE at
g@515. un the march (" ocompany of the 8lith .iu .. was attached to the
325th Glider negiment und "uL® oorjany of the ilst sunk B was attached to
the S0.th Paracinte Infentry chiment. The 2ud . of the 325th Parachute
infantyy hegiment was attached to Lorbat Cosmand "." st Y@,

The troops were divided into tusk forccs &s ifciiowss

BTl Tk b NbLCH ‘ 4y BRAY
i/2/325th Para Ing iegt G/2/325th Pera Ini Hegt
3 Tk b (=) G/ st Tk Mn
1/4/33rd Amd kngr Ba 2/4/33rd Armd kngr Ba

1/M/&Rh Cav Ren Sq Mecs

2/325 Fara Inf Hegt (=) Hq & hq Co, CL"B"
b/31st Tk Ba 8/87th Cav Rem $q Mecs (=)
3/4/33rd Armd tngr cn A/33rd armd kagr Bn (-)

Combat bonmam "La mission was % assenvle L:sk forees as quickly as
possible gnd attack 9 the oaﬁt == objretive LubuiGblbble The plan was to
kdosdON  attack im three parallel oolums, Task koree "L" on the left
(north), Task Foros "b¥ in the center, and Task rorce "i* on the right
(southj. "B" troop, 87th Cav hen 8q Keeg (=) mcved out at F&88J on the
morning of 2 May to make a recomnalissance of the three routes for the oon-
dition of the roads snd for possitle enemy stron, points. According to
plan, Task Force "M® moved out at ¥y, followed Ly Task Force "B" om

the cmter route, The 434th Ammd } A Bn also noveu along the cmmter route

19
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Lt. Williem A. Knowlton, B Troop, 87th Cav. Ren, 8q., Mecz., CO of th

linkeup with the Russians at Lubs on the

Elde River, on 03 Mgy, 1945,

e troop that effeoted a



atter Task rorce "A¥ had mocved out,

The route for all task forces was from SUKTEL to NWULWS, then NE to
Ch east Of bLilMSLLLIIG where Task Forces "BY and "L turned north and
Wyis task ioree “i' turned east ut Lubilidi t FKUESY SISAR to
LubbENLGF to EELGH to oY AREMZLAN &Rd t0 GUEL.L at 1345, They were
ordered to remal: t.herel at that time and at 15§ 1ask Force "M" was dis-
solvea, the 2nd bn, 325th Para lnf hegt reverting to its parent unit while
b/5lst ik bn snd 3/a/35rd Armd kngr Bn were pluced in lombat Comuand tToops.
Frou WLUL11Z, I ek Force "i" went Ni to ianli:l % KUKY1 LRIDRF, thes 5K
10 bicbiiaw, aid to PICH.R where at Lugf they vere ordered to diascontinue
the allucke
The attuck was executed with maximum speced, »ll task forces enooun tered
di sorgapized oolumns of emeny infantry, CaVulIy, w«Imor, -end miscellanecus
RS LS ALCE vehicles retreating in confuglcn Lefore the advameing
TRV ) .
" fussians. The speed at which the task forces were advamaing
sliowed no time for the disorgeniszed enemy colwing to establish resistance.
1t becane necessary at 11§ to recall “B® troop of the &7th Cav Ren 5q Mecs
from their reconnaisssice mission ana give then a new Job of controlling P W's
pouring back so that the traffis might coutinue w the east. 4t 15§ Combat
Counand "B" wes relieved of the responsibllity ror the sscurity of LUDMIGELUSS.
At 150§ on 2 kay *8" troop of the 87¢h Cav iien b kees was given the
mission of proceeding eastward to make ecmtact with the Russian Army. 1lsb
Ehedie MR Lt WiLilAki & Mﬂ.l‘d, W of f‘B" tioop, was briefed by Gol.
S JOskri. F. HaskEll, 00 of Combst Cou.aud "B* before \luuu and
told that advanced Hussisn spearheads were reported to be between LUDKIGSLUST

-10- 2}



and 1UBZ. The commsnder of Whs Germam 12th Amy which lay .-nn the American

end Russiam lines had indiceted an umwillingness o fight our troops while still R
defending temsciously along the Russiam front. Lt. KNUNLTON was werned sgeimst |
gotiing himself to. entangled as there wo.1ld bs no help irmedistely available to
him, and told te npért his progress to higher headgaurters over s rasdio set opea
for that purpose. uawing contscted the Ruséim, he was to return to the American
lines with ome of their steff, giving sufficient sdvince werming so that a suitable
recsption coild be ready.

At 178¢, the troop moved out with two platooms snd fo.r hecdgquarters platoom
{ vebicles -~ 2 armored osrs snd 23-toms -~ leaving imstruciioms for the other platoon
| KEUSTADT to ostch up when they arrived in LUDRIGUIUST. Passing through
the Amerioam limes, they found the goimg extremely rough st first as Zleeing Germanms
were packed im three columns of vehicles yoing west. A good many wers drimk sad
upom seeing the rhite star, would shout amd throw away their weapoms. Their mctions
seenmed to keynote the situation and Lt. YN. LI N decided to push on as fast as
possible. Reaching NiUSTAUT, they foumd th. roeds so hopelsnsly ismmed that mll the
offigers wsre needed to walk at the h.ad of the columm 0 our vehicles off the road.
For the first time, $S begsn to appear amomg the -rocps tut even they were stroagly
cooperative. / German XP unit under a lst. Lieutenaat of the S& helped slear the

{ path through town.

The reads were in gimilar conditiom all the wey te PARCHIM. Many thousamds of
tro.ps sur.emdered, remging all the way from tank end assault gum umits, to horse

PARCHINM trains for supply work, Occasionally, there would be & tense momemt
whea the trovp cane ia sight of a new group. Some Germams woiuld lower their guas, aim
and them stop pussled as the imericans remsined seated im the top of their turrets,
sad made a0 :o0¥e towsards their weapoms. Them the Ge.man, rmemberiag he was retres-
ting towards the Ame.lcanm limes, snd that this wes probadly the vanguard of & mush
larger force, would shrug his sh.uldere, and lowerim; his gum, wo-1d come towards the

easmy. The surreadering scldiers werg formed inte battalions sad regimests usder 2
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their commende:rs, told to stack their wespons alongside the read, snd then to
procesd to LUDNIGSLUST. A& the troop. rude throiygh »AkCiIOH they wers .rected
by cheserin, crowds of Gernmam soldiers and civilisms, foreign slave laborers,
and prisomers in groups of five humdred, still under armed SS juards. Most
soemad to be under the nistsken inpression that for some resson the Americems
were advancimg to atteck the Russiams.

Lverywhers they stopped along the way to s sk the whereaboiLts of the Russiams,

the :mevitable reply oame back, "20 Kilometres.” VUpon enterimg lLubz just st

KIGHT dark, Lte Ki WLION found ouvt fror s :me SS officers thst the
= :
R A Russians were still a good fifty kilonetres away. As it was now

night, ¢as was rumnimg low and the Kussisms were still many miles sway, it w.s
decided to radio for iis tructions. T[he special CAH set was out of all contsot
with Combat Command "B". The situatiom grew steadily more tense. 1UH. was
Junmed with troops. -- the Germams had three divisions in axd around the towm
for defensé against the Ruuim.‘ and they were undecided whethe. to shoot or
not. German officers come owver to demand what the Americuns were doinm; there
88 they were tmder nv orders not to shoot them. There was no retreat possible
now, so there seemed Lo be noti.mg to do but stay there snd bluff it thro gh.
At this poimt, e Germem msjor and stxif, alomg with the burgomesister, came

up and surremdered he towm to Lte Kbhﬁﬂ,’rON.lzmdintoly, sesimg the advantage

IURN=-IN . their move gave him, h: set Lp & hcedquatters in the 8S traffioc
NEAVONS comtrol p.imt, ordered all eivilians imdoors, or _s«n zed =

police force of 55 sad parschutists from the famed :iiixAK 7w NG ivisiosm,
and taking over a brewery ss sn wrms collectim; pcimt, ordered all weapons
turned in there. As the steady strear of solciers fror the east continued to
pour thro.gh towm, they filed past the brewery and discarded their s sll arms,

TEC-R-E-T
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Soun both stories of the bx"«ory, the largest b ildimg im LUBZ, were corpletely
full, snd three more collec:img poimts had to be organised. The Gsrmams were
permitted to kcep their tamks, sssault gums amd camnom lerger than 88 MM as
they were ridimy om them, and the treffie problem wes already acute. The
commandant of‘. PARCHIN was called by phome and told to collest the weapoms of
all troops passiag through his towm, but this order wes difficult to emforce
ss there were no Americams withim twenty miles of that town, and the Germams
krew it, At about F1FF of 3 My, the Brigade Commsmder of the Panser Marime
brigade, defending s line from PLAU south, lnroimod LS. KN.WLTON that he ime
tended to fight the Russiams there and that he would not turm im his weapoms.
Lacking the ne: essary troops to disarm the brigsde by force, a compromise was
resched allowing him t keep h:s troops esst of LUBZ srmed, but still disarming
all troops coming west through the town.
By morming, the situstiom had come to a head. The Germem High Comrand
hed correctly guessed that mo sore Americam troops were withim 50 kilometres
. :;I?IIATIOR : of Troop "B"'s positiom, and Gemeral FPRONE:EIN issued orders
for al%%'ﬁ troops to retrieve their weapoas immediately snd qo forward to
meet the Hussiem omslaught. ihey were to sttack the Americams if they de-
murred. LUespite these orders, it was s%ill possible to control the situatiom
in LUSZ and freese all weapoms. Im PARCHIM, whers there were mo Americaa
troops and lh.l‘o.thl Gemeral's hesdquarters were, the situatiom probe)dy
disintegrated.
At 874 on S May, the commamder of the Pamser Marime Brigede informed
the troop that the Russians were closing im om PLAU from morth amd south.
%?%T: Forming a patrol with the 3rd Platooa, Lt. KNORLTON started
Rum towards PLAU. Forced to bypess to the south om agcoumt of
Wist
DIVISIOR & blowa bridge, he suddealy saw s columm of horses amd horse

drawn vehicles silhouted ageimst the sky om a hill bsyond the town. He
" ' >4
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sWitched fr.m hisé arfiired osr %o a % ton, and wemt fOoTward to invesiip te.
it wus the ied Army, sad at #9265 official contact was made with elements
of the kusalaa 131st in:sntry Divisiom in F.PPLLTIN. A Russiam Lajor
suided the “merican peep forward along the columm to the (olonel cormanding
it #nd when this individual was recached, he halted the columm and set “p
a GFe Hs called the Livisiom Commander, a full colomel, who said he would
come forward immediately. lhe Divisiomn Coumamder ar-ived at 1145 ntb
the C¥ which was in a farmhouse by the canal east of SCHL:MMIN. #hile
trsre, word arrived thet the commander of a Russian tamk divisiom had
contactsd other imericam troops near NEUSTADT. The Russiam Commsnder
conveyed nis r.speots to the imerican Commamdimg General ‘smnd agreed to
weet him st LUBZ at 19¢F, uoscow time. Lt. KN WLTON thoen left the
Russisns and sturted the returm trip. ite decided %o leave his lst and
2nd platooas in LUBZ and return with his 3rd plstoom. It wes mot half
sn hour sfter he 1s{t this town thut the Russimns emtered s:imultaneously
from north and southe
A8 theo fmericans proc-.eded bsck, they foumd Russism tank elements
hed cut the rosd esst of NLUSTADT. Passing through the Russiam limes
FIRST smd out agsin, they foumd thet they had also cocupied
Nﬁué%fgg%nginally arriving back at the 82ad Airborme Divisioan CP at
LUD:IGSLULT, the entire results of the misuion were reported to Major
Je Co He Libk, the assistant G-3, who bLefore troop B's arriwval had be-
lieved that comtact had first beem made near LUDWIGSLUST about 193¢
by reconnaisamce elements of the 82ad Airborme. 'Imn sdditiom to mekimg
the first coatsct with the Russiams, Lt. KN_KLTON amd the 100 offieers
sanc mem of "B" Troop at LUsZ mamsged im s desrimg game of skill smd bluff

to casuss 250,000 Germeam soldiers to lay down their arms im the belief
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that large iuericam troops wers behimd their tiny spearhesd.
The days of 3 and 4 %ay were spemt im saforcimg securit, ..oasures

in the Combat Command's area near BRESEGARD amd im comt.o0llimg the move-

¢c "g" nent west of thcusamds of P'.'s and displsced persoms.
R_VER |
70 TPH ARIORED  C/814th TD Dm was detsched from the 325th Glider Regt.

and reverted to Cowbat Comusamd "B" comtrol at #31837 amd D/Slst Tank Da
was detached from the H04th Para Iaf. legt. and reverted to Combot
Comzand "B" comtrol at g3183¢. "B" troop, 87th Cav Rom §q liecz returmed
from LULZ and closed in the Combst Conmamd "B" srus st gagosg. .t galepd,
the Combat Comeand wus relieved fror: attachment to the 82nd rirborme
Division sad reverted to 7th Armored Divisiom comtrol.
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QCCUPATION OF GALAONY

SUMMAKY ‘ ‘
At ¢6¢¢ on 20 Ma, to 7th Armored Divisiom os axn a woversnt

over two ro.tes to s security area comprising part of the German provinces
of CAXONY amd ANHALT. Th. division wes relieved fro: the XVITI Airborme
Corps and atteached to the VII Corps, iimth .. 5. Ar.y effective 21 MNamye

By 2218¢#, it had closed in the new area and head commenced relief of the
104th infantry Divisionm whioch had ve:n oodupying :he new area rior to

the 7th's srrivel. This relief wss comﬁlctod by noom of the 23rd st which
time the Tth sssumed responsibility for tue entire seotor, continuimg
civiliam comtrol, security, militsry Lov.rament sad the pusrdimg of

key installatioms. Thers were 4271 men om duty, gusrdimg 79 key instslle-
tioms. Approximltcly'ono-third of the com:and was maintaiend ss 2 tacticsl

emer gemcy reserve, units beimg sup lied by the major commands ss follows:

cCc A" ¢C "B" CC "R"

¢/17Th 1k 8m ‘ 5/31st Ik Bn ;/40tH Tk Bn

c/23ré Arnd Imf B Af4ith Armd Inf Bn £/38th Armd Inf Bm

¢/35rd Armd ingr Ba A/8lith IC Bn +/8Tth Csv Rem £q iecs
DIV ARTY | 1108 1120

Hq/ 434th Armd FA 3m tq & cv/ 237 .mgr (o/294

Sv/434th A.md FA Ba Hq & Sv/238 ingr Co/257

Hq/440th 4Lrmd FA Bm Hq & sv/49

Sv/1i40th Armd FA Bm
¢/489th Arud FA Bn
D/203rd AAA Ba.

The compositiom of troops during this peridd wes:

o

ORDER
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¢ "A" cc "y cC "R"
17th ok zZn 31st Tk Bm 40th Tk Bn
23rd srmd Inf Bm 48th Armd Iaf Ba 38th rrmd Inf Ba
d3rd Armd omgr Ba dl4ath .D Ba 87th Csv Qdcn Sq ieocs
LIV ARTY DIV TRB
434th Armd FA Bn 77th “ed 8 Armd
440th ;frmd FA Bx 129th Urd Mairt Bm
289th irmd FA 3m 446th Tr Co
206rd frad FA Br 3867 Tr Ir Co

SLP RS
Diq (Fwd & iter)
1106 nrgr Cu. GE
1120 ougre Goe Gp

“he 75Uth Terk bk wus ati.ached to the 7th Armered Pivision from the
104th ufuntry sivisiomn at 220fF) May amd firthar sttached to Combat Command
"L out 26124%.  Che 1106 smd 1120 - ng inecr Conbst Croope were attached to
the 7th‘Armorod Division at 2312%% yay but for seourity amd military
Lovernment purposes omly.

rfter the “th had becm relieved im the FLOYILEBE i sector by
elements of the 5th British Imfsatry Divisiox, the 8th Infsmtry TCivisidm, snd

the 62rnd Airvorme Divisiom, it moved via two routes to the gemeral

i Viwkoid T viciaity ol KOTiwk where it was im turm to relieve
v
SAXORY the 104th Iafsmtry Divisiom. LKoute "A"™ passed throhgh

the towms of UnLioliy BRAULSCH#-I1G, ACHERSLLBEN samd HALLE sad Zo.te "B
DANNLNBLRG AND MAGDLBURG. silletimg parties preceeded the maim body
by ome dey amnd made all mecessary arramgememts to ef’ect the relief of

the 104th, sad to billet the divis.omal troops whem they arrived. ;Lc?

A11 units bivouced overnight om the w.y dowm .m assembly aress desigmnated

l-l-qG!hSh!
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for the purpose. The nove was smooth smd Lmeventiul am¢ the déstimatiom
.rmed out tv be & {iat plaim rin,ed by smokestacks -~ rather like aa
ind.etrial iA.UAS. Ly no;a of 23 Miay all umits of the Division were
i3 LABAP ROW ares &RG ﬂad coupleted relief of the 104th Imfantry Sivisiom.
vperatioms im.tiructions issued 219§ om 23 Kay desigasted the divisiom
area o responsicility ss the srea Lnslal (2.4024) ««HECKLINCLN (£6187) ==
DCLreiobe (D6230) == KASOuN (B4024) exaludinmg the ares im the vicisity
of 1iiiibe Lo.mamders w.re w so disgose their trocps as to provide a
resorve of Oms compamy im uheir battalion srea. This reserve wse to be
rotated weekly cormemoimg /edmesday, S0 May, and was to be ready to move
on ome huur's motice to qugll sny riflos or dicorder im the civisioan zome.
ihere was To be wo movememt wcross the wULLL Wivik except for presrranged
exchunges of Allied Fis smd DS, mud sich umited Stutes and Hussiem militery
pursomnel ss were engaged im of Je-ting the tremnsfer. [ m oflicer w«s placed
1m charge of each of the thres Lridges ut Dusohl, RAGUHN amd ol LaN3ULG.
Migrants (civilisms of smy uatiosality with buysage) werv mot permitioed
in divisiom srea. Lhe owfew w«s to be frum #538 w 2144 and was to
pe strictly emioroed. Geriaan military po.sonnel with.ut ihe proper United
Staves dischsrge papers will De Cuien into cusvody sad delivered to the divisiom
W Ccagee.
The most importaat simgle problem that the Seveath Armored ook over

wnea it moved iato its new security area was uhe repatriatios of displaced

EAChALGL  persons and prisoners of war. Through tramsfer poimts at

Phjgﬁibas LILENBUG end BESSAU, two of the most Lﬁportant aloag th;
eatire Russiam-Americas lime, pasised an cimont steady otrcin of former

nglaves" and prisomers. Fremoh, Dutca, selgiam aud Luxemboury nationals
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went west, Russisms east, vwhile traizs were operated 1? the south with
displeced Csechs and Iulim; After beimg brought imto Dessau Ly train
from many sectioms ia nitcn Germany, the displaced Russisms were them
oarried by trusk to the river, where Russiam officers chscked off each
persoa by roster and semt them across.the footbridge. Vestbouad displaced
persons were checked by divisiomal CIC before beimg permitted to oross.
The trains which hed carried the RKussisms to DESSAU were them used to
oarry the Fremch, belgiam, amd Dutch home. At LILENBURG, truck transport
was used and tramsport plames lamdimg at HALLE airport were used to move
the former foroed laborers im either directiom. Xo Gormans were permitted
to eross the river.

A trainiag program was imstituted with three maim objectives, to maime
tain & high state of rilitary disciplime, health, sad moraleg to oorrect
wmit deficiencies and perfect all umits im basio tochniqu” Recessary for

ﬂuuuwa sgcomplishment of their primary mission; and to prepere umits
muntnunly for redeploymentyiimoluding persommcl rudjustnut. Ml
t‘elry discipline, marksmanship, ead ‘ulury. and physioal comditioming were
stressed, Im addition an agressive Iaformatiom and :iducation program was
planned and all men were givea every opportumity to participate ia the -
ocurreat educatiomal drive im keeping with their military duties. .
In addition to mimor acts of espiomage including wire cutting and de-
flatiag tires, a serious imoideat which still remaims a mystery, ocoured

WEREROLF  durimg the momth. At i on 28 May, ome of two sentries
AC s May o on

posted on the MULDE RIVER mear DESSAU left the other to awekem
the mext relief sleepimg about 200 yards away. He returmed f;in ninutes
later to fimd that the mam he had left on post had dispppesred. A search-
ing party was orgamised, bus mo trece of the nissing man was to be found.

Mhas.. 2




Four days later, the ’body of the missing men was found’x the MULDE RIVER.
The body was fully clothed with the man's trench knife still in his boot.
A preliminary medical exgmination revealed some marks on the body. The
results of a oomplete sutopsy are still pending.
A Division Officer's School under Colonel AXDR:W J. AUAMS, Trains
Comrender, was planned to start the first day of June. It was to instruct
DIVISION . §11 officers who had obtained battlefield appointuentg, in
T(Tﬁg%f- the fundamentals of non-tactical military subjecis, and in
addition to serve as a refresher ocourse foi' all company grade o.ficers.
The last few days of lay uﬁ little new. Division Artillery HRead-
quarters along with the 434th and 440th Armd FA Bns moved to the airport

END OF &t HALIE and relieved elements of the 104th Infantry Divisione
MONTH _

On 30 May, Memorial Day services were held throughout the dive
ision to pay tribute to, American soldiers killed in action in this and
former wars.

FOR THE COMKANDING GENERALs
~

%%W@Zﬂ%ﬂf‘m@-

" Colonel, G. S. C.
hief of Staff

»




APPENDIX _I_z

ADMINISTRATIVE AND STATISTICAL SUMMARY

During the month of May, 1945, the 7th Armored Division remained
assigned to the Ninth U. 8, Army. From the dbeginning of the month to
21 kay, the division was attached to the XVIII Corps (abm) operating
uider the British 2nd Army. On 21 May, it wes attached to VII Corps
under which attachment it remained through the end of the period.

Prom 9 May to 14 May, Colonel FRAKCIS P. THOMPKINS assumed the
command of the division is the absencc of Major Gcnou.l ROBERT W,
HASBROUCK, Commending General. Brig. Gen. BRUCL C. CLARKE returned
from the hospital to the division on 27 May and assumed the pesitioa
of Assist-nt Vivision Cemmender.

There were no battle casualties among the personnel of the div-
ision during the period.

Dufin; the period 1-3]1 May, 1945, inclusive, the divisiom used
the following amount of supplies;

361,800 gals fuel
5,426 gals oil
3,990 1lbs grease

997 tons rations

1,096,300 gals water

Ammuni tion;
Gal. +30, all types - - - « 3,000
Cale +50, MG, (2-2-1] - - = 630
7tam gun, all types - - - - 4
T6am gun, all types « « - = 40
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T we physical contact wes msde with an organised ensmy umtil 3 Wﬁ
though +ha ivision wes aengaged in :oliecing the area that was 'b.i..
oocupled, end in rounding up stiray nerbera of the Germean mﬂim
+aohine; 97 rrisoners were apprehended during this period,
" n 3 .my, s the ivision moved from sesembly are@s in the visine
14y of "I7C. B ¢, Germeny, with the mission of destroying enemy
sc3lgtance in the dvieion mone furwerd of the line CADFBURCH w
. 3BUEY, Mo organized renintance wae encountered initially or during 1
1he reoe that osyr ed the troops to tha RALTIC m::é.. - Theare were thews 1
aands of rrisonsrs suided into n4vision cages, however, li the aréa
8 quicxly overrun, The roads werd orewded with Germen -m.m
peraonnel moving reorwerds to wwelt cspture, The numbers weréd 50
crest, as a motter of fagt, that a comt was mmm. until the
prisoners were put into temporary oagu = a prooess thet engaged &
mejority of the command Tor several a/ayo. Not only was there persemnel
on the rosds, but the vehisles that h-d onoe delonged 1o the argen~
1zed forces. The grestest majority of the vehisles were used Wy %he
reporting orisoners for their e transpartatien %o the eages ‘
rhere wa® ntill no show of resistense on ¢ l-j', end with the
announcament of the negotisted surrender of all of the Gevmen m
4n nortiwentern Nurope, it was expeeted that there would e u ftwre
ghov of resiantance dy the eneuy that remoined in the Divisien's eves 1
t} % were not alrveady under the control of the Weeps opereting oele
Jecsing pints and enelosures. Although the count of jwisemers hed
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not been completely verifisd, the beat estimate svnailalle of thooe
comcenbers 0f the “ehramcht under divisional centrol by the end of
the day (4 KAY) was 48, 458, The take of aquipment was phenominal o
Typieal of zilitary installations that had been overrun in the quiek
yage te the Baltie wes a seaplsne base at DASSOY, where 20 intaot
planss were fomd, plog extrems smounte of allied equiprents, There
were, in addition, laberatories of all deseriptions, asse:dly plants,
redl yards filled =ith equipment, warehouses with all manner of aup=
plies snd equipment, training feoilities for the German militar:,
' and 8 trememdous number of vehicles of all descriptions.
The debacle thet had been vested on the Germsn 4n this final
move by the divisionWought te light the many things of which the mem=
bers of the division had hesrd, There were reserves of all manner of
materiel snd aquipment, and mechines of wer thet were idle beoause
of total lack of fusls, fmeilities thst ‘Ere everrun were revealing =
pny had gone undameged through the serisl onslaughts thst had been
tirown sgainst the enemy nation, others showed 1ittle damsge or slmostd
total repair of that whioh installations had suffereds
¢ The 1ists of ;risemers thet turned themselves in to the custody
of the Division were not impressive. The prisonerc were the mnifary
persennel that hed bBeen osught in the area, and they represented all
| olasses and units, The only outstanding personality spprehended during
the eleennp was e jor Oenersl (Gcmnl Leutnant) SISVERT, who wes
‘driven %o ene of the mlnuq in his ewn automedile.
he mul‘wu'lhvultmtyﬁw of the Divisiem 4in
romnding up edditiomsl military percornmel that had either deen over-
looked in the qum searehes or had taken the ruse of oivilian

3S



- RS TR e

¢« o : ]l’ '.’

elothes to evrde ¢n tures 5y mmnigm 5 . .ayy the number of “risouera
on hand in ~4yision enclosures nad roaéhed the astoundin. total oF
$4,218, this number represanting the "-iu:!.ze" from the . . “iver “o the
BAITIC Sea, and drought ths total prlaonera for the livision's emtire
‘perind of combat an the Luropean Sontinant to 113,741, |

There were n ‘ew isolated o .:ca of gontinuiy resinionee in iLha
Division srea, but none of these aff{orte ware on o laige or an orefne
4{red scale., On the night of 4 iay, @ patrol entered the t»m of
., mmmwar.and wss met by e wildeyed populus who revorted th:l T ¥roora
were raising hevoo in the town. The petrol quieted the tom nd re=
turned on the following morning, to becone eazaced with the U7 garrie
son, oomiaﬂng of 3 men, who were sll illedes ~uch w-s exernlory of
the uprising in the arcae

The mush tsunted WER: CLF was active to a certein extent as z"séll,
‘ .llthongh precise proof of their sotivitiea wae laking, “There were
some ineidents involving civilians or soldiers in olvilian 2lothes
zeported, dut neme Gf them of serious congequenode The epirit of the
_German militsry and persemilitary organ:sations was evidently dbroken,
/ The remainder of the month was apent in the total oreupntion and
poliaing of the ares, and the onretaking of sll of the risoners that
nsd been spprehended by the nivigion snd those turncd over to the
pivision by other unite in djacent aress. Mo problems of oremy action
of & seriocus nsture were reported far the remminder of the month,

'
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APPENDIX 11X

LIST CF SUPPORTING DOCUMANTS

JOURNALS AND WKB8SAGES
G-1 Jourmal end Messages
G=2 Journal and Nessages
G=3 Jouraal and Messages
G4 Journal end Messages

REFPORTS AND ORDERS
G2 Periodio Reports
G=3 Periodiec Reports
Operatioas Iastrustions
General Orders

THE AFTER ACTION REPORTS AKD SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS (JOURNALS, MESSAGES,
ORD:LRS, OVERLAYS, ETC.) OF THE FOLIOWING COMPONENT AND ATTACHED UNITS
OF THE 7TH ARMORED DIVISION: .

.Combat Command "A"
Combst Command "B"
Combat Command Reserve
7th Armored Divisionm Artillery
7th Armored Division Traims
23rd Armored Infaatry Battalioa
38th Armored Iafamtry Battalioa
48th Arxored Infaatry Bajtalion
17th Tamk Battdlion
3lst Tamk Battalion
49th Tamk sattalioa
434th Arsored Field Artillery Battalion
440th Armored Field Arsillery Battalion
. 489th Armored Field Artillery Battalioa
_ 33rd Armored Engineer Battalion
T77¢h Medical Battalion, Armored
87th Cavalry Recoamaissance Squadrom, Mechanised
120th Ordinsmce Maintensmce Battaliea
147th Armored Signal Company
203rd AAA Auto Weapons Battalion (SP) (Attashed)
814th Temk Destroyer Battalion (SP) (Attached)
760th Temk Battalion (Attashed) )



