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S ULLARY OF OF: ATIONS

The 7th Armored Division's stand at ST. VITH, Belgium from 17 to 23
December, l944,¢had split Von Rundstedt's Ardennes offensive, Directed to
withdraw from the ST. VITE sector, the Division was immediately cormitted
in the vicinity of Manhay, Belgium until relicved on 30 December, January,
1945, saw the Division return to ST. VITH, As the month opened the Division
was in an assembly area in the vicinity of AYWAILLL in Corps reserve of the
XVIII Corps (Airborne). The Division had not emerged unscathed from the
"Baitle of the Bulge". In spite of reinforcements, the effective combat
personnel was down to 70%. The Division's effective medium tanks were 56%
of normal strength, The Division absorbed reinforcements, rehabilitated
‘ personnel, and carried on maintenance of vehicles and equipment. On 20
January, an attack was launched against ST. VITH from the north. The fowns
of DEIDENBERG, BORN, and HUNNINGEN were taken successively in the course of
the drive and ST. VITH was re-entered on 23 January. 'With this important
road center secured, the Division continued operations to the South and
East of ST. VITH until relieved on 28 January. The Division moved into an
assembly area in the vicinity of EUFEN and on 29 January was attached to the
V Corps. As the month closed, effective combat personnel was up to 80%, énd
medium tank strength was 78.5%. The Division was again in Corps reserve un-
dergoing a period of rest, training and rehabilitgtion after its opersztions
in the ST, VITH sector.




Jamnry, 1945, opomc ﬁth the 'Ith Aliorod ﬁiﬁlipa i\c wrpp uum or ;
th- mn Gorpu(urbém) in an umbly aru near munn, Bolgmr. ‘.rho aivi-

s:l.on order of battle waa as follmm . '

Gombgt Qommgnd "3": Qombat Qormand "B®  Qombat Qommapd “R*

17th Tank -Bn, : 40th Tank Bn, - Ast Tank Ba,

23rd Am'd Inf, Bn, - 48th Arm'd Inf, Bn. 3Bth Arm'd Inf. Bn,

B{33rd Arm'd Bngr. Bn.  4/33rd Arm'd Bmgr. Bn. 6/33rd Arv@ Engr, Bn.
Division Artillery - Division Trging. : ‘Division Troopg.

43th orm'@ FA Bn, 129th Ord., Maint. Bn. ~ 87th Cav.Ren.Sq.Mees.

440th Arm'd FA Bn. 77th Med .Bn, m'd. 33rd Arm'd Engr. Bn.(w)

489th Arm'd F4 Bn, 4L46th QM Tr. 203rd AAA Bn, (-)

275th Am'd FA Bn. 3967th QM Tr .t 14th Cavalry Group

4 & 6/203rd AAA Bn. 1/D/203rd aAA Bn, o

Attached to the division were the 203rd AAA Bn., 446th @M Tr. Co.,
3967th M Tr. Tr. Co., 275th arm'd F4 Bn. (105 SP), and the 14th Cavalry Group.
The 14th Cevalry Group, however, was released from attachment to the Jivision
at 011320 Jammary., Attached to the division for administration only wei‘e CCB
of the 9th Arm'd Div. and the 814th TD Bn., the latter of which was under tac-

tical attachment of the 75th Inf. Div. The Division Artillery was also sup-

porting the 75th Inf. Div.

During the ST. VITH operation and the ensuing actior st MANHAY, in
December, *the division had suffered heavy losses in both men and vehicles,
Barly in Jamuary, reinforcements were received, trained and absorl.)ed. New
wogpons were fired and new vehicles and ecuipment issued.

Problems that confronted the division in the first part of Jenuary were
the snow and ccld that made roqu slippery and very difficult to travel, and the’

lack of suitgble billets in the areas assigned to the division. To be withir
the Gorps'boundary, the divigion had to move all of elements west of the




.
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mmu-mmaomm road on 1 January.

Combat Command ®"A® wes alerted to move on 1 hour notice after @12¢¢¢
Jamary, to block enemy penetration in the zone of the 75th Inf. Div. The
alert was 1ifted ek F209% 5anuary upon Corps order.

A new XVIII Corps (Airborne) boundery wes set end the division agein had
to move sll of its elements that were south of the TERBONVONT-FAMOIR roed to the
a}oa north of that roed. In spite of difficulty in obteining suitable billets,
the move was completed by #3313, Januery. , .

In view of the fact that the terrain in which the division was likely to
operate was close and rugged, the Commanding Genersl ordered training in the
use of small tesms of infentry, tanks, and éngineers. Where mass employment of
tanks would be impossible, these small teams could operate over roads or trails
to gain the reer of the enemy forces to make surprise selzures o? important
road centers or defiles.

The tank component of these tesms was to be smell; ravely, 1® ever, over
a platoon. The infantry component was to be comparatively large to provide
reconnaissance and security for the tanks, while the engineers were for mine
det;ction, removal of road blocks,and pioneer work.

In compliance with these orders the combat commends organized small task
forces and conducted special training and protlems throughout the entire first
half of the month, - '

The Division Artillery was relieved from the mission of reinforcing the
75th Inf. Div. and reverted to division control on $309¢F Jamery. un ¥51¢08
Jamary, the §75th Arm'd FA Bn.,as detached from the 7+h Armorea Division and

attached to the 22nd Airborne Division. The 8l4th D Bn. wes returned to divi-
sion control from the 75th Inf. Div. on ¢511¢¢ Jenuary.

RESTRICTED



A Cemouflage Team “vbm the First U. S. army visited tho division's bank
batkalions on 5 Jsnuary to give technical advice snd sssist in camouflaging the
vehicles; Or 1 Jamuery, the division beceame the first unit in the First T, S.
Army.to peint its tanks white for czuouflage. ,

The division wes civen a warning order by the XVIII Corps(4irhborne) at
gA1.3% Tamsry, to conduct s reconnsissance of the 2ond iirborne Division's zone
for pesgcsible routes on which to empley warts of the 7th armored Division. Com=
bat Commend "B" wes slerted for the mission. The nurrcse of any attac#that woulp
see the division committed, would be to relieve the pressure in front of the 3rd
Arq'd Division zone and on the 3AETOGNE sglient. The reconnsissence of the routes
was completed en 7 Jamuary, but it wes not necescor: to commit the division., /

/Combat Command "B" of the Sth armored Division, which had been attached to
the division during the defence of ST. VITH, and remained attached-“or adrninis-
tretion onlv, wes relieved on @7¢¢#l Jemsary.

The treining program continued ard an of “icer end NOO school wes held for
gelzcted mgmhers of sach unit., Schooling in Chemicel Jerfere Defarsive leasures
and the proper technique of directing and sensing srtillery fire was conducted.

It wes discovered during the problems that the snow on the grourd muffled +he
sound of the tanks. By caz?eml movement, tanks were sble to got to within 200-300
yards of an obiectite without being disccvered. This‘information was passed to
the divigion by Col. DVIGHT A. TOSERAUM, Gombat Command MA® Commander.

The elternate thawing end freezing of the snow had made the roesds very icy.
~ Grousers or similar traction ;ids for the division's full-trecked vehicles were
badly needed, but could not he procured. Lt. Col. NEGINALD H, HODGSON, G-4, and

Lt. Col. CEORGE E., HUGHES, Division Ordnarep Officgr, together devised a clest




to.ba instélled on the duck fest track extersi-rs of medium +anks so *rat they
might regotiate on ar icy surface. This traction aid wes tha dnck Ri11 o° 4
track extension cut in half +ith one tai< being welced irto the & e ¢ the
track extensions to stick over the surfece o< the trzck 3/4 ~7 an inch. These
clests were plsced'cn the medium tanks ‘racks, ten to eide, £vC uvon daron-
stration proved very “egsible makeshifts, although not exvected to les' for g
long +time. Dis*ribution was made to the tenk tgttelions, the T4 bat*slions end
the 8 1 4th TD Bn, |

At noon of 11 Januafy,‘the division becan g two-dav and ong-nicht march
by infiltration over two routes to en assemtly srea in the vieinity, VZRVIZRS-
SPA. The 2nd Battslion of the 517th Perschute Inf. "egt and the 50Gth Peractute
In?, Bn., were sttached to the division at 1179/¢ Jamary, T™e 275tk Lrm'd T4
Bn;, was returned to the diviesion at 111 27 Jeruary. The division was rotified
thet the 503th Parechuts Regt.(2 Battalions) would he av;ilable on csil, 4 de-
£achment of the 994th Engineer Treadwey Oridee Co., wes at'ached end "tre' 297 th
Engr C Bn., placed in direét suppert et 1227¢ Januery. The movemert o +lo pawr
assembly area was com~leted by 1215¢3 Jamery.

Field Order #16 was putlished by the division at 121 57 Jamary, besed on
YVIII Corns (Airborne) Field Crder #2(112/¢¢ Jerery), Corcs onac £cvaﬁ*bck et
137°¢@a Jamary to secure a 1line L4 ?TEI}'VIZ".'[.E.-}-?CIT‘?"“‘.CA'.‘-’E"- "I 2, The atteel s
‘to be contimed %o seize ard ceoure STVITH ard the high cronund alore the ceneral .
1ine BEHD-MAINLNCE-ST.VITH-f.2LEVE, .

. The 7th Armored Divisicn was to vemain in assembly srea prepared to sttack
on Obrpj order. The division's mission wss to "oass fapidly through ist Infantry

Divisio!tin zone %f acticn; sttack and destroy enemy wherscver “ound ip STLVITH

area;



degtroy his road traffic; seize ST. VIT!; and on further éorps or’er, creanize
and deferd this road centar; reconmoi+er to south snd esst of STWITH; pretect
Corps left (east) flank",

From 14 to 19 Jemuary, the Aivisi~n remained in Scrne reserve gnd completad
the final rrouecs*icns for its s teck 15¢¢ ~hite mattress covers -ere §ssued

to the mmits &s snow camonflace cermerts on 1/ Jamuary, 125 snow caues were
eiso meceived erd distriduted, On Jemary, 150f edditicnel two-piéce vhite
camouflege suils wa=o issued to hring the totel Aistributed to en smount suffi-
cient to equip cach line in‘sntrymen with a mattress cover or camouflers suit,
end in adcdition key p:rsonnel of‘tan}. battelions, artillery hat*altons, +he
Engineer bat*alion and the Cevelry Reconnaissance Saueadron.were equipped.

At 1€18¢¢ Jemary B o of the 73%th Tank Bn.(Mine Exoloders) and the
9S7th FA Bn., were stteched to the division.

Ths Combs* Commands were zrouped into the following task forces fo- the

coming operaticns:

Combet ngrn.an'i "L Combat Gommgnd "R"
Iask Force J (femnlel Task Force A(Chapnuis)
17th Tenk Bn. (-B, G, 1/D) /2th trm'd IBF. =n, (-3 & C)

R/22rd 1rm'd “nf Zn.

2/B/33rd 4rm'd Tner Tn. 4,D/) st Te k Bn.

1/4 33rd a™='¢ Engr, Pn,

2/4/814th T En. 1/C 1/th 7D Rn.
Task Force R (Thea) Tesk Torce 3 (Thomezik)
22rd iérm'd Inf. 2n, 509th Fcht Inf, =n, (-C)

C, 1/D 17th Tank =n.
1/3/32rd arm'd Znor. 2n.
1/4/€14th TD Bn.

3/31st Tenk °n.
v/)&+h i~m'é Inf. Tn.
3/4/7%rd am'd Engr, EBn.

Issk Force g (Seitz) Task Zorce G (Erlenbusch)
2/517th Fcht InT Fegt

, - 3lst Tank =n, (-4, B, & D)
3/17th  Tenk Bn, C/i2th rm'd Inf. ™n.
3/5 33r@ .rmi'd Engr.Bn. . n - Tnf., On
3/4 24tk TD ©n, B imfe Enpr. mn,
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The task forces were orgenized end the division prepered to attack ~pon Zorns

order, when on 18 Jamuary the :tyundsry tetween the 20th Inf. Liv., srd the 7th o'
. . . "

*

2 b
This charge in boundery removed‘%ye ST. VITH ‘eportion of the division's ohjec*ive

Diiv., was chenged by Corps dmd .to the slow progr@ig of the other gtMacling mnilts,

which then extended from the high ground north o7 ST. "ITHE to the nort» zrd erst
to ALEVE, |

The divieion CP moved to AIMLS on 19 Jenmiery ers Combst Commerd M. .M grr Oom ="
Co~mand "3" moved into the firal stieck positions, clos®r. "= - .
the vieinity of AIKES durirg the night 19-20 Janvery. 4 cortinstion o @ hil7y
terrain, snow, and ice made the movement difiicult.

At 20§73 Jemary, the 7th irmored Division becan its attack soufh through
the sectbr held bty the 1st and 30th Infantry Divisiors. The dey wes cold =xith sno-w
falling., The immedlate ohjective of Combaot Con#bna "N wgs the vi]?agé of
DEIDENRZ-G, TF E PLE at*acked the village from the north snd northesst =t ¢931,
and as enemy resistance was light, had taken it by 1¢3g., TF {UKA psssed through
TF TEMPLE and by 153 had secured the high rround to the southeast of the village
despite hesvy enemy small erms fire from hcuses in thet zone., 1o ertillery
or armor were encountered. TF SEITZ moved into posgition prevered to sttack throurh
the other two forces to take the A'F DIR EL DT woods to the south.

-

Cnmbet Command "B" launche’ a coordinated attack arairst ECRN gt 1624, tc-

cording to the plan of attack TF B was to attack astride the road fro 'Te =%

while TF € was to come in from the northwest. TF 4 was held in reserve prepared to

support TF B, The tanks of TF C were held up by mines and impassable terrain so

that the attack was launched with TF B and the infantry of TF C.

A
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Deep snow and cold eau d.a large mmber of frostbite casualties, It was estima-

"

i ,
ted thet the town was de’ nded by 200 infantry sypported by at leasst thee tanks
and ag'sault guns. TF A was committed at 1’71\{:12

the attack contimued through
the night and during the day of 21 Jamary. At @#8@¢ the 3¢th arm'd Inf. Bn.,was
released from Combat Command "R" to reinforce Combat Commend "B" and A/38 was used
to complete the mopping up from house to house entering B0RN at 17¢¢. By 18¢¢ or-
ganized ensmy resistance had ceaseds

In the fall of snow flurriea- and continued cold weather, the elements of
Combat Command "A® contimed to advance on 21 Jamuery. TF SEITZ took the high
ground to the south of DEIDENBERG meeting moderste enemy resistance in the form
;>f émall arms, mortar, and artillery fire. TF RHEA mcoved east to secure a more
advantageous defensgive .position to the south of EIBERTI'GEN., The 508th RCT Legan
moving into the area as péynned and upon detrucking was attached to ‘the 7th Ar-
mored Division and Combat Command "A" at 153¥. It relieved the Combat Command
"M task forces by 2325 and assumed the defense of the DEIDENBERG-EIBERTINGEN
region, The team was composed of the 508th Pcht. Inf, Regt., the 319th FA Glider
Ba., D/X7+h Engr. Bn., and B/80 AAA Bn.

On 22 Januery, Combat Command Reserve which hed been in division reserve,
‘occupled and asMed the responsibjlity of the dafensive positions held by
Gombat Cormend MAM, The 508th Pcht. Inf. Regt., was attaghed to Combat Command
"RM at @80, an)d/ the relief of Combat Oomménd MAM was completed by #93F. Combat
Commend "R elso relieved eléments of the 23rd Regivental Combat Team in the
vicinity of MONTENAU and IVELDINGEN, coﬁpieting the relief by 1548,

Combat dommand "A", after being relieved, w‘aé to attack south to seize
HUNNINGEN and the wooded sTea to.the east of HUNNINGEN.




4 tesk force from Combat Scrmand M M wos to assic* ir the ghigelz, Thic +ncls fapee

AN

known as TF ITATY, consisted of G/31st Tk Rn., B//Fth am'd Inf, n., /%70

-

ArmB Tngr, Pn., and 1/6/21/th ™D =n.

Tusk Forces IUITZ arc & rLE jumped o7 at 1/ ard »eridly sighed covth
in the "ece of moderate resisterce in +ha férm of amall grrg ond oprti-t oy Tiee,
The speedy aCvsrce disorpanized the eneny, ILit*ls g-tii" v “ire e rzcetval,

and no contect with avmor wss ve ortcd, *2 eremy irTentry Mocving 100 7 ovaag o"t*?

attack,

TF ZEATY, attached tc Combat Coriaand "4M gt 1735, nucghad foward 70 T 0777 o
) y !

by L70¢ had recched the villgge. TF TNITZ and T T D10 reached te olioetive ot
1745 and hy 190 the combined forces had erded 11 ereny resictance ttorg, TF
REEA followed Task Torces SZI"Z end £ .13, roooing ur -ockets of recictarce
that had been isolsted in the rerid advence, -svd fcck.up cogitions alo ¢ tre
southern cdge cf the IN Di% ZILT woods *to the northeast of il “/iLil. The civi-

sion now controlled the high ground overlooking the nile of ruhile tha*t had
once been ST VITH only 2,000 ysrds eway.

Late on 22 Jarmary, the 7+th Armored Division wss nrdarac by Corps to seizo
ST. VITH end sn a justed bhoundsry with the 20th Tnf, Div., =es 'O rocone oflve-
tive at midnipght of 22 Jenuary. "2" Co., of the 38th Amm'd Inf. m,,wvee sent
toward ST VITH es a reconnaissance in force during the night 22-23 Jrruery.
They resched the outskirts of the town but were foreced beck upon encountering
a roed block defended by artillevy ond mrchine gun fire,

The original plan of attack gavé Crmhat, Co;mand‘"R" the ~ission -7 fglirg
ST.VITH. On 231¢¢ the 4Rth arm'd Inf. ©“n.,(-) end C/°14th TD “n,, mre stteched

to 'Combat Command "R®, Flans were wcrked out cellire fop g cso-dinated ettack

Loy, "“-'*!.";‘
A
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employing the 87th Cav. Ren. 8q. Meos ., ‘the 48th. Armﬂd Inf, Bn., and two tenk

conpanies.lt ¢93¢, hovever, a change was made and Combat Command "5M was givan
the iob of ‘taking ST. VITH and the /2th arm'd Ine, Bn.,(-), G/814th ™™ Bn., and
€/33rd arm'd Ergr, Bn., wore detached from Combat Cormand "R# and attached to

Combat Command "BW,

Combat Gommand 3 's plan to teke ST VITH invulved fhe oryanization of

three task forces as follows:

TF CHAPPUIS | _TF BEATY IF ]

48th Arm'd Inf, Bn (-B) B/48th Arm'd Inf. Bn. 28rd Arm'd Inf. Rn. (-n)
A & B/21gt Tank Bn. C/3lst Tark Bn, C/17th Tank Bn.
' : 1/6/21/4th T mn. 1/D/17th Tank Bn, ‘
174/33rd arm'd Engr. Bn. 1/B/33rd Arm'd Ener. Bn,
1/4/214th TD Bn,

TF CHAPPTUIS wes to move parallel to the HUN“INCEN-ST.VITH road and west of 1t to

occupy the southern partion of ST.VITH, while TF RIATY moved nstride +he =TINNINGEN-

ST.TITH rosd to oconpy the north-es*ern rortion of the town. TF YHEA wzs to st*ack

due =outh “rom his position in the woods to the esst of HI “I:GEN to take the
northzestern pert of ST,.VITH. Some of the artillery battalions wevwe disnlaced
to suopoort the overation more sfTectively,

The atteck ecsinst ST.VITH Jumpsed off at 231415 Jamuary, =z2t%e- g heavy ar-
tillery preparstion. 0*1y moderste ground resistance of smell erms and machine
gun fire wcs enccun*ered in the attack slthongh artillery end natel verfer fire
wes vefy heavy. By 1745 ST, VITH ~as talen, and defensive ncsitions estebliched
srovnd the fown., it 15 en enemy counterattack o inantry and tangs from the
southers* as broken up by ertillery fire. inother a'tenrt to recsin 57.7ITH
mace at 2125 using gn estimated 200 infant rymen gusnrocted by at lesst *+on taniss,
a8 arain dispersed hy the -1se of gvtil) ery. Once sacein at 225¢ an gttacl of

ahomt a pletoon of infantry w s repelled,

P
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48 hed been previously planned, the 424th RCT with its sttached 591§t FA ™n,,
€/231st Medicel Bn., and ¢/ €1st Engr. Bn., was a*teched to the 7th irmored Divisicn
at 221545 Jamuary, to relieve the 508th Pcht Eng. Rest. The relief wes corpletad
by 2645 at which +ime the 50¢%h Pcht. Inf. Ragt., reverted to the control of *hre
g2nd Airborne Division. it 2411@¢ Jaruary, TF iEA wes veturned to Coita'. Comnend
"AM control from Combat Command """,

On 2 Jamary, Combat Command "2" was given the missior of seizir: *he high
ground to the south end southeast of ST, /ITH. Task Force 2°I 4 W57 ?1s* Tenk “n.,
(-4) an@ the 509th t'cht. Inf, Bn) erd Mssk Force CoaESTIS(/7Lh trmtd Irf, On., lus
4/33rd arm'd Ergr Bn) jumped of” et 163F. The srow wes so deen e~d the *er-ain so
bad that the tenks were uncble to progress co “ha whele hiredan o *he a' tapli “all
npén ﬁhg infantry. Pert of the obiective was teler by richtrfell, 4 tez “omae 1n
ty Lt. Co].'VIKCENT L. 20YLA, ernsisting of the £7th Zer, on. e, 30z, ~lug
5 and C of the 4Cth Tan' Bn, reco: ncitered to the o thesst & esst ~7 L7 ,VITHE,
D/7th was sttachec to Comlat Co.: and WM to aid in 3tg attecl at 15/¢.

Combet Cerinond "A" hed conselidected its nositions wn 2/ erwery v - marcwod

SO, TR R s te tee the toum,

[ 38e)
=t

nlere for gn attec: to  ceize end csrcure i

faakn!

T GRIFTIV wez to camhirg 1he hicr rround to re northoest of the teen hile

SIITZ wpz Yo secure the LIk crovrd Yo the part of LLLoATI, T LD war baid

lanh}

in reserve. it 251/7F Cemviry, “he sttach bo en, e sdwencd o froovs vel Taavyy

o

smell om:s, rechine ~un, e~'iller | vt r ond relel -y Tire, Y eomtiprad

G A

. oA . ) s . . -
until all tgsis Zorces hel t-len thedir ohl~ntiv g ¥ PP
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The 424th (0T atiacked et 24F715 t¢ *trke LW

(@]

small arre, - ectine fun fire ;zfjésssult; T Mo e cnor e et v 1R g

towr wes Eeonvred, Durinp the day, e elevanta of Jirhet Sorcend 1M amv ! e A
R R o Py B TERRE A S
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Tor the most nart, 2% Jemigry wos spent in corzolidation, ¢//Sth srmtd
Tnf, 3n., as cc mitted eb Frdg erc too TE U0 By 7e1f ir tre Tece of
14-ht ommosition,  The /24th SGT jumpad 277 at ¢RI ouc vy 11f¢ red teken

oy Z0DE enc the hipgh ;round *o the gouth of IY ODE with 1ittle ernoosition

Pesad d
taking the town tut meeting heavy stall arms end machine un fire in sacuring

the high ground. & 1inited enwmy counteratteck wos renelled ir disorder. Three

oatrols from the “7th Cev, “en. Cu. lecz., eTe dispatched from YIETDE ot

19f¢ to ovarste *o *he east. Two of the petrols ren into observed morter

and artillery fire afier sdvencing 1000 yards to the east ard were forced

tack to the line.

The division edjusted j*g rositions on 77 Jaruery nreperstory *o withdrgwing

frem +he sector., The 424th RCT pa’iaved *he Secord In., 517th Pcht, Inf. Regt.

completing the relief by 15¢¢, st wich Hime that nnit uss relegsed rom ot~

+gchment to the 7+h Armored Division end reverted to itc savent nnit. The

L2/ th 70T sytonded its zone of defense and consolida“ed its rocition.

In order that the g¢ond Airhorue Divisicn which wes to sttsck to the

sast through the positions of Combat Command "A®, wnomld have right Tlarnk poe-

tection, Comhat Cormand "2 s [iven +he mission of securing the high ground

to thoPast of PATTH3IRG, Dlements of *he Third U.S. Army hec not comg wp “or

that ~urpose.

After a five-ninute -rtiziery prevsretion the 22th irmored Infentry

. +tglion commerasd tc ~hteck &b J71¢¢7 JTemsry, while the 5C9th Pcht . Inf,

Bn,, junped off at 1¢25. Stiff resistence in the form of dug-in infantry

qunported by ssseult guns and ertillery held vp the attackers. At 1645 the

' BSth Apmored Infa~try Batt

»

”Yr’S,‘ dhat o st " y . .
{ - - .
- M ‘Y ; \ 3
' ' .

-

olion wcs attached to Combat Command "SY from




- Combat Ccrmend "RY, %o gid in the attack. The 32th Ara'd Inf, 2n., rascsed
through the lines of the /2th 4rm'q Inf; En., and *ha 509th Pcht, Inf, Pn.,
_ at'28¢115 Jamtéry, and seiz&d the high grournd kv @255 Elements o the three
battalions mopped up, clearing srd cersolideting the sreg until 1944,
Relief of the division' came on 28 January Zlerments of *he 82nd aiir-
borne Division passed through the front lives of Combat Gommend "ot gng

the 424'!:11. RCT et Z67F. The dafense of the zone was assuned by the 22nd

Airborne Divisicn st @215, Reliof of Combat Commend "3® by the ond ard 3rd

Bns of the 345th Inf. Regt., ®7th Inf. Div., becen at 220, and was completed

by 27215 Jamisry., The 42/th 3CT upon being withdrawh frcm the l4ine wes re-
11eved from gttachment to *khe 7th irmored Division ard veverted to 10ftk
Inf. Div. control at 2616 January,
After being relieved Srom *hoa 5~ . ¥VI™H sector, tre division wgs
- ordered to move to an assenbly srea in the vieiity cf TTIN. So-te* Gommand
" ™R® and Div, Trps. closed in the POw aSfouRlY ares an X Jamismo, Jembgt

Command "A® angd Combat OQmmnd N pesched the me s sten B WL Ll ~on o 37

- Jamary, respeofively. tn 293¢ Jawar\— the TN qemeved Divislon rps Com

‘tdched i"rom the XVIII Gorps(;drwrm) BDE stiaabed he dhe T Bewes, ™o Arcn
~ Poht, Inf Bn. reverted to the contrel of “¥e vrYYY Jes (Livherve) upen
g r.tthdraul from the linu. T}\o 987th N "h‘," e deteeked iy Nigoe ,‘ 270
Jamary 6nd reverted to corpa oonfml.
" The month ended with the division mmmag e WHSRR e% verialag gpd






WMWM

During the mnth of Januery, 1945, the 7th &rmored Divieion was under

the control of the Firet U. S. imy. On 2813¥ Joruary, 11 wes relievel of
- attachment to the XVIII Corps (Atrborne) and attached to the V Corps.

Wifh:ln the division there were also changes in the imroriant rositions,

on11 Jamiery, Col. WILLIAK S. TRIFLET succeeded Col. L {IGHT 4. ZOSIRPAM ps

Q@ of Combat Command nat, Major ROPERT 1, SNVDER rerlaced Lt,001, YIT1'AYN P,
MEYER as Inspector General on 11 Jemiary. On 20 Jemery Yajor TAVK F,TTTiS0H
became Acting Judge Advocate in nlace of Lt.Col. JO™™ P, CLIVZR, L4, Col.
JOEN V. MAXWELL wrs replaced as Acsistant Chief of Steff, G-1, on 24 Jar:ary
by Major CHARLES R, GRANT. |

Personnel losses of the division and attached units for the monih sre

as followss

Killed &nd Died of dounds..........., .29
Wounded in Action.................}....Aoé '
Injured In Action..................'...243
Missing In Action.......................?2

)‘on-Pattle Camalties..ﬂoﬁt.0‘000“...0707

. The enemy lost 1013 men teken as prdsoners ofeyar by the divieion

during the month of January,
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APPENDIX I (OONT)
During the period 1 Jamuary to 3 Jamery 1945 the Division used the

following amount of suppliesxr

| 27,342 gal . fuel

5,003 gal., oil

6,001 1bs. greése

1,020 tons ratiéné

374,320 gal. wete;'
493 tons coal | o :

- " 52 cords wood . | , |

4mrmanitions ’
Cal. .30, all thes----------"--'------203,245
/Cel. .45, Ball-m-=--=memeemcmmmaaccamac 47,890
Gal. .50, M.G., 2-2-l---=--cm=mem=mceam 7,422 -
%7mm Gun, all types-------=-====--r---- 170
60nm Mortar, all typesr==-=-=--<---<--== 524
75mm Gun, all types=-----=========c--== 1,114
~Mfan How, &ll types-----e===s-==-=-==e= 27
. 7émum Gun, all types----------<===c=e=--= 654 = -
81mm Mortar, all types---c=------=-=-== 1,669 - '
90mm Gun, all “typese=-----==----=---==e= 459
..105mm How.all types--==-==sm====c-camee 35,545 -
,  Qrenade, all typege-=---=-se=cmc-copzee 1,026
Rocket, H.B.s4.T.y MEAlam-cccmceammcmee ' 32
2" uortqr Smoko------------—-------—--- 12

)




Commanding Gerergl
Chief ot Starff
G-1

G2

G-2

G-4

G-5

é8iutert Caneral
Iustoctor Gar-ral
Judge idvocate
Sienal Cificer
Finance §f dcer,
C.S Officer
Frovost i'arghal
Niv, trty ., Cerrnand
Division Surgeon
Division Charlain
CCa
CG, GC»
noR
Div,
17th
2lst
40th
22rd
3?th
C, 42th 4IR
434th L7 Pn
, 440th &7 FL Bn
y» 429th AFA Bn
33rd 4EB

» 77th Yed, Rn,

Truins
Tk 3n
Tk Pn
Tk Bn
A4TR
LI®

129th Ord. Faint.

03rd AAA Bn
g814th TD Pn
, 278th arm*d FA Bn
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£7th Cev Ren Ser Vacz .,

Pn
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Porert |, Packrenck,
Jobn L, Ryen, ’r,,
Cherles R, Lrerg,
Bverett T, Turrav,
Cherleg W, ‘e*ﬂnﬁ er,
Tepirgld 1 Fodrson,
Aex Thom“fon

“rarciz =, C*r*,
Rovert L, Srycer,

Trerk I', © Zraach,
Ererson ° "clermott,
Jesse P, Zellamy,

Yrederic W, schroeder,
Janes i, Leariel,
COrville /., : ertln,
Stephen 7, Xarverehdi,
La rence H,. Fagtirg,
Millian S, Tr:hloF*,
Brioce C. C*nrke,

Frareis P, Thortking,
andrew J, Acrms,
Jorn ‘ormnle,
R0bert C. '"1Phbvsch
John C, “rerm,

Pobert: I R“ea,
Tarcus 8, Grifiin,
“ichard D, Chanmuis,

Jemnn G, Dukisenn,
Normen ¥, Eart,
Jures Y, “ilrer,
Clyce 4. Ke]fner,
John E., Doland,
Vincert 1 ”ovlan,
George E, turhsg,

ATTACHED UNI'S

Geacoree O©. Pc*arlen
Rovert B, Jones,
Roy U. Clay,

.

1%,
It.

Coloral
Gele nal
Ccloriel

-

Colonal
Colorel

Peoinp
Colerel

Th,
It,

Colonel
Coleonel

Colonel
Rripedier Corargl
Colonel
Colorel

I'f‘
It
It.
T‘!‘-o
It,
1%,
It,
It,
Tt.
1+,
I1t.
It,
Tt,

Colcrel
. Coleonel
Coleorel
Colonal
Colonel
Colnnel
Colenel
folorel
Colorel
Colorel
Colorel
Colorel
Crlonel

I+, Colenel
It, Colonel

Lt,

Cclonsl
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' TO THE OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE : - ' |
© 7¢h ARMCRED DIVISION AND ATTACHED UNITS: i o -

The past month hes seen our Division plqy a major role in two difficult
ope:ations, one defensive the other offensive., The splendid manmer in '
which you accomplished your assigned missions in both of ihése operations
reflects great cfedit upon each offieer and enlisted man in the Division
and of those units operating with us,

During‘the period 17 December 1944, to 29 January‘1945, you deult the

ehemy a tclling blow, the box score being estimated as followst

3095 Killed 18 Self=-preapelled guns destroyed
1984 Wounded 11 Fleld pleces destroyed, 7 €aptured
1188 Captured 68 Assorted vehicles destroyed

126 Tanks destroyed, 1 Cepturéd
Througﬁ your fighting ép%rit, courage and devotion to duty you have
won the pralse and respect of all the civilized world.
I wish to add my sincerc, personal appreciation for your accomplishments

and sacrifices that have won for the Division such an enviable record.

) ‘ A -

R, W. HASBROUCK
Brigadier General, U, S. Army
Commanding
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APPENDIX IV

LIST OF SUPFORTI'G DOCTIENTS

JOURNALS AND MESSAGES
. G=1 Journal snd Messages.
G-2 Journal gnd Messages.
G-2 Journal end Yessares,
_ G=4 Journel end Nessages,

REPORTS ¢ND CKDERS _
G-2 Periodic “evorts,
G=3 Pericdic Reports.
Operetions Instructions.
Field QOrder.
Generel Orders.

SUALS, NLIELAZS, GITUTS,

THE ATTER ACTION RIPOsTS AL SUEFPC-TING DUCUTEN U
D ATTLCHED UTIT I LT THE 71T

Al'D OVSRLAYS, 27C.,) OF T FOLICYIVG CCMiCIEry
ARORED DITISTON:

-1

e

-

3

~
Py

(]

@)

Comtgt Command A"

Comhat Command "R!

Comhegt Commgnd Reserve

7th Armored Divisicn Artillery

7th irmored Divisicn Trains

7th Armored Division Quartermaster

22rd (~wored Infantry Rettsglion

38th Armored Infantry Ba*tslion

4 th armored Infentry Bettalion

17th Tenk Rat'alion

31st Terk Szttalion

(0th Tank Bettalion

-4.3Lth Lrmored Fileld irtillery Re*telion.

440th frmored Field Artill-ry %agttalion

/2%th frmored Tield Artillerv Bg*talion

22rd Arored Engineer Fattalion

77th T'adice) Retiglion (armored)

#7th Cavelry ‘econraicsesncs S~uedron, [‘echsnized
129th {rénenca 'eintenance Tettelion

147th irmorad Lignel Comrenvy -
02rd LA Suto Teetons Pattelicn (SP) (4t'eched)
275th frmored Tield Ar'illery Pgi+talicn (Liteched)

The report of the 81/th TD Bn  (SF) (at*eched) hes Teen suimitted thmough
other channels.
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‘to be generally to the S and SE of LALVEDY), extensive study was
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G-2 KOTES
1 January - 31 January, 1945
4o ground contact wss made by the Division until the twentieth

of the month., On January lst, Division artillery fired on a few

targets 1in the genefal area to the south of IMANHAY, and irom that
tine until Jénuary 20, no ohysical contact was eftfected between

troons of the Division and the eneny.

The neriod was snent Ly the intelligence agencies of the Divisioni
' |

-in prenaring for offensive action against the ‘rermans that were |

continuiﬁg their extrication of units trom the "“bulge" into the
Western Front that had resulted from the winter ARDENIES counter-
offensive. It was apparent that the enermy was withdrawing much of }
his motorized force and arwmor, and tlie problem &t hand was to determine
just what forces would be left behind and what line of action they
would accept. All indications were that the Germans intended using
the forces that had previously held the shoulders of the salient to
gain time aud space for the turther extrication of more important
forces. These forces appeared to remain basicelly unchanged from
those that had previously been in contact along the shoulders, many

of ﬁhich had been 1. contact with the division before its withdrawal

to the north of LANHAY - characteristically Volksgrenadier type
forces. It further apbeared that the armor was being pulled out,
there being left behind only such strength as would be required
to seal off American penetrations &f the lines as they existed.

When the pending sector of operations was made known (that area

conducted in the area. ) ' -

- RESRCTED Il
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Hxnected i17reces were et ia the vivision'c drive > Jornverr 20,

action, too, wus basicully comsirratory 0 el ihectad.  MMe orees

)

met were not of the highest olfensive tyne, althoucn ¢il:-ernt in
g

their eftforts of defense, and followecd the _enercl ilnes, recurt
action in delfending against sﬁeedj orogress on oreaktnrougn,
establishing successive stron:; noints of ini atry ioreces brcied un
by a minimum of armor, »rimarily acsault gunige artillery, cererally
speaking, was light; mines, generally sreaxing, were tound caly on
normal z>proaches into eneny 5ositions.

On Jenuary 20, our forces were anle to telle DTIDLIT WG ar. inst
only lignht resistence, but troonrs wovirg ©o the souvtll ¢f e wova
net with lhiewvier resicstance., Iorces roorted 1ittle rorve Ohin. oo 1l
arns fire, mostly from nouses in the soutiv.rn Dert oF the town; o
little mortar and & ne;

[

ligible amount oI artillery without cie

abpearance ol arpor filled out the »icture in Cthe DLIDTII LU Scctor.

[ ]
—

Forces operating towurds ILRN, hovever, eilerlcoced 1uel, stifler
resistance wad were unable to occuny t e town on January 2C. Jhe
Germans were defending th: cown ~ith alsubstantial iorce, utilizliy
small arms end mortar fire suprorted by an abnormal amount of Lird
tfrom self-propelled asssult juns. There were threc tandss «<lco recorted
in this area. OCne tank and one self-pronelled gun were rocicl out
in this operation.

During the 20tih of January, a totul of 11Y »~risoners were takel,
and from thern the identifications of the torces on the Division
front were found to be, basically, the 18 Volks Grenadier #nd 2 Para-
chute Divisions, plus stragslers of seversl - Gd un’te toab G relien
back into the area and lad been either ahsorbed 1ato units disoosed

on the ground or formed into battle groups to def'end critical -oints.

- RESTRICTED 4o
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‘4 noticeable point oi enemy security thav had been sreviously a.
encountered wery little was discovered during the day. l.any of
the prisoners taken had either been completely stripped or had
stripned themselves of zll documents that woﬁld have aided in
identifyings their units. This lac!z o fractual evidence, however,
‘was a small factor in keeping Division interrbgators from deternining
the units opnosing the Divisiong for the enemy soldlers captured
tzlked onenly and freely. The status of morwle as expressed in the
opinions of the soldiers was generally low, the strengths of the
forces to our front seriously depleted Ironm Nrevious encugements,
and many of the units without knowledge °f the situation - friendly
or enemy.

During January 21, our troops moved well to the South of
DEIDZ T FRG, neetiny only token rassistance, end forces were able to
svercore the enemy rasistance in nCRM. Resistance wos veried
durin-s the oeriod over the entire sector % oper:tinis. .t sore
~oints, che cnamy hzavily encuzed our forces and Iomcht until they
were either :illed.or wers foread to surrender; at other ~oints,
the en2my sccunying ~ositions in the nath of our forees geve U2 Jith-
ovt a struc-le. It an eared thet thers wois a noticeable lock oF

leacCersiin ot soue o1 the pointe -n° th: hostile troo)s virtuully
- o ) & v

(¢

-

awoited our coming so that they night surrender,

Eo00 was tound, prior to finel entry, ©o e oceuried LY oan
cstimated 200 troops, supported by sevarol asscult -uns wntow few
tanis. artillery over the =ntire seccor was much licaevicr thaon curlng

the virst dey of operations in this areqn, and mortoer ire was  1so

quite heavy at sever:zl ints. Some webelwerfer fire wes recorded,

tOOo * “C*?*i‘m ,

(S
&
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During the 2lst of January, our troo-s took 7¢ 5risoners 2f var,
destroyed at least 14 armored vehicles, and dzmaged severzl others

by artillery tire.
TIdentifications added additional Divisions to the rorces oppocing

our advance, but with the reduction of strength effected by our
attack, probably did not increase the strengtl: facing us to any
material extent. The 25 S8 Panzer Grenadier Rezinent ol the 12 58
Panzer Division was identified, end it anpeared that this ferce had
been thrown in as a stop=-gap unit until forces frori nther sectirs
could be put into the lines, for about at the same time oI the
jdentification of this regiment, there were indications tial iorces
wére being disnatched from more quiet sectors for tie sare job that
was being done by this elite (so-called) force. 1n wdaition to
confirming identitications oi the 18 Volksgrenadier enc 3 i rechute
Divisions, the 246 Volksgrenadier Division wee clso icentified

during the day.

.

January 22 saw a repeat as far as the tactics ni' the enemy wWas

‘concerned. Our forces were atle to adv:nce without too ruch

difficvlty, meeting only srall arms end 1>riar tire, sunrorted

by a limited number of tanks 2nd assavlt jguns. Tiere was sore
artillery fire, ané some snti-tanls tire waos run iato., Jere appeurad
to be a total reluctance on the nart »7 thc elfiery to have his

arror engage ours oh the ground; t'e only a <zrances ne !al2 w1iT0

nis armor were at lons range oné then py su>orting firs i Ll

eneny continuved to deiend critic:l tocul noints with 1nlantrr, end

usually gave these noints up when ovr Iorces cloysad in on thaor,
Tlsewiere withia the sulient, the cwery wos o ooon’ L do

vithdeswels,  Alr reconneissonce sivvwved ot alwqiﬁy_n; o DL e gl
g 4

* 4... ‘w. | » . ,1 ';\,‘
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great columns of venicles »>f all descriptions leaving tha bulge
on all roads cthat lead bzct to Germany. lLany of the columis vere
ectually roving close enough to the fronts of adjacent units for
them to be engaged by ground weapons, and the air was attacking
constantly all those out of reach of the guns of our neighvoring
formations. Casualties inflicted on the enemy in this retrograde

movement were steadily mountirig.

51 orisoners were taken during the period, and their identificationg

revesled that the 3 Parachute Division was holding to its original
sector (that is, to the east of DEIDENEERG, from which our forces
had moved to the south), and that thesresponsibility.of defense in
the sector to our front was that of the 18 Volksgrenadier and 246
VolksGrenadier Divisions. Ilo contact was made with the Regiment of
the 12 SS Panzer Division as during the previous day, probably -
indicating that its relief had been accomplished snd that it, as
suspected, was moving to the east. Additionsl odd units, as
nreviously coﬁtacted, continued, ‘

Cn January 22, our forces captured intact seven 88mm anti-tank
guns which had héﬁvbeen moved from their original'emplacements. Thiw,
‘as much as angthing that had been encountered to date, showed at
what a low ebb the enemy's tranéportation facilities were. Ko attempt
had been made at destruction of the pieces, and there was an ample
supply of ammunition at the weapons' sites. |

January 23rd brought about the rirst show of aggression that
been made by the enemy during this Operation. After our forces had
'pushed southward and had captured 8T VITH against moderate resistanco,
‘the enemy began a series of movements up and down .the line AMEL -
8T VITH, said movements including bqth ar-or dnd inrnntry. Although
nothiag but the uaual rear, cuard and  fossnmdibet resistance &4

¥
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nad been encounterszd hy odur Lroo-s unp uatil nisht O-11, T2 CLQ:y
actually launched into nffensive action at several (olite clonc
the Iront a2t ~r shortly efter dar.i. Therae viere 0 cenetracions

~i our nositions, end it seened Tuud rnost of efvorts were 'ade

a relatively smell scale. artillery anc . evelmerler Iire inersased

during the day, compargtively spealking.
. 157 »risoners were taken durine Janvary 2211, 1 tanl. voo

destroyed, 4 assault zuns were destroyed ~nd 1 was cajtured irtzct.
Identifications of prisoners revealeC rothin ;articul%rly cstriicing,
excent that there were more enc¢ more 0dd units a euring in the '
line. Cne identificstion of the 326 Volks reaacler pivision weas

made - a forerunner to many others that were to core if tne suspected
dispositions of the division were eorrect. This division was cr.0ther
of the "sacrifice! outiits srotecting the witidraval from the
salient.

The enemy brought a halt to his aggres=ive onerations ofter &
few small-scele attaclks on the outsuirts of S¥ U1W aifter our
occunation of that town, all chortl, ailter pidnisnt on 24th canuire
411 of these attem:ts were in very smell strength, on’ were aropably
effected for the sole purpose of determining what we were _joing to
do with the town now that we had it. 4s it had long been a focal
point of much of the enemy's activity in the selient hecause of 1ts

\
situation on the center of a far-reaching network®sf rouads, 1t was
prebably belleved by the enemy'that we would. put it t»> ruch the seme
use.

Artillery fire was rather heavier in this »eriod than heretofore.

Tt was believed that we were approaching the nositions that had béen

taken up by the enemyfs artillery, therefore brianging us within L}L{'
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’range of thé pieces (rather than the enemy bringing up any
additional artillery strength).

52 prisoners were taken on January 24th, and one 88mm anti-tank
gun was captured intact. Two enemy tanks werelfound, abandoned but
destroyedf liost of the prisoners came from the 18 Volksgrenadier
Division and several were taken from the 326th, all in the
immediate vicinity of ST VITH,

The enemy continued tynical deiaying tactics on January 25
against our general advance to the east. Numerous centers of
resistance were hit - generally as had béen encountered during
previous days, with infantry forces occupying strong points with
sunport of mortar and artillery fire. No contact with armor was
reported e:cept in :EDELL, where a single assault gun suppOrted
‘the inTantry force defending the town. Ctherwise along thse front,
the enemy supported the infantry forcecs with gg:ﬁégé, ~repelwerfer,
an¢ nortar fire. |

ndvoences made. by our forces south of ST VIULH met with little
or no resistance. Defending forces of WALLLYRUDE oifered heavy
resistalice Lerore the town, but orfered little organized fisht in
the town itself, winding up the day with little but sniping from
a rew of the buildings in the town.

A heavy toll of »risoners was taken during the day -.319. of
the total numbder »risoners ta'ten, 153 were from the 404 Volksgrenadier
- Regiment of the 246 Vollksgrenadier Division. 4he original estimates |
of strength of this regiment were around 250; the toll exacted during
the day in prisoners taken, »lus some kil'.ed andéd wounded, removed

this formation from the formidabvle list of forces on the Division

rd y .o L
Inst of the other Hrisoners taken were irTom odd units ~ith e

- e . P R . N . St
~~il1ation to the Vollisgrenadier Divisions in the area, *f
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’?ih191n¢ trrived as replacemsnts within the past few days from
| othor ctors snd ﬁom inside" Germany. |

It appoardﬁ from prisoner statements and from all outstanding
fklieatione that the enemy had expected our primary attack to be
TVjt!?:!.e east trou ST VITH, and when our larger force.attacked towards
the town of WALLERODE, it ceught most of the enemy in a great state
of uﬁpreeerdedness. Thus caught, most of the enemy chose to .
eurzander rather than fight from unprepared nositions.

Against Division‘operations towards objectives to the east
(MEYERODE and the high grouﬁd to the south thereof) on Janﬁary
26 the enemy offered different temnos of resistance. i'orces in
MEYERODE gave up almost without a fight; those in defense of the
high ground to the south were extremely determined, anc even launched
a small scale counterattack which disintegrated uron the an ewrance
of our armor. Lopping un weas continued in the vicinity of

WALLEROLE which had been occupiled during the previous dayj; tihe only

enemy activity was in the form of the interrittent ertillery «nc¢ rortar

that fell on the touai c¢urins wost ot the day. <roors rovia; to cle
east of 3T VIZH on the rnein rocd raen into road vlocis =nd nesvy
srnall arms Tire. |
A total of (3 »nrisoners wes reccordei Jor tle day. 40 n=w

ddentifications were turned up, confirring further thet tre
German was more interested in gaining tire Jfor exiricating his
 forces rather than nolding ground r~reviously.retzliin.

it was 5n January 26th fhat a'patrol oi the troons of Jhe
Division operating to ithe Tast of ST Vi.u found = docvrent sub-
stantiating to a great extent the tleory that the eneny wes

drawing from the immediate sector all of the so-classi.ied alite"

§

. N
. ey
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panzer troops. The order was issued by the commander of the Sixth
58 Panzer army, and it orcderw=d the movereat of four of the most
widely known 88 Fanzer Divisions (183, 2S5, 985, 12 SS) from the
front. The order was dated January 19, and subsequent developments
‘nad altered the effect of the orders, put the document afforded
higher headquarters an insight on the enemy's intentions.
Janvary 27 brought little change in.the attitude of the enemy

Borces to the Division front. HJis defensive attitude was still
paramount, and Wpe nature and location 6f his little centers of
defense indicate that he waé playing for the time'necessary to man

a defense line in strength somewhere to the east, certainly the next

ldgical line - the SEIBFRIED defenses. Sporadic mortar and artillery

fire was recorded over the general~froht, nrimarily interdictory
in nature, directed at the towns (and roads from them)-tﬁat we
occupied on the main roads running eastward. Severe resistance
was offered to any attempt that we made to édvance moré to the east
on the foad from ST VITH. |

36 prisoner§~wére taken on January 273 no new identifications
were made. liany of the prisonefS'had deserted to our lines, taking
adVantage of the Safe Conduct Leaflets that we had fired into their
lines. ILorale of the enemy prisoners was at a low ebbj; they were
suffering from the cold, had inadequate. clothes, were without food
and'had been for varying periods,,én§ were gonerally of the opinion
that‘they were playing a losing game. It was'tnteresting to note,
however, that most of them were fairly well supplied with ammunition

and that the weapbns that they had were not below previous standards.

It appedred that 5he enemy's supnply system could not afford the

front line soldiers all items that were nseded, so their supply
ﬂa»to the things | 1ece STRE

S

had been ;Mt
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J‘/// orders sirply to defend where they were until the last round hkac

been fired.

roops of the Division were relieved

&

ot

i

On January 2t, most of the

in the line:; only those forces astride the road to the east ovte cf
)

ST VITH remained in position. 1Ipoops, before being relievec,

reported less artillery and rortar fire than during previous d=ys,

i " and the troops that remained in the line repnrted un alrost total

EWV' absence of Loth mortar and artillery b tie tine thelr liad reached
| :
their most advanced positions. teavy machine sunh and rifle fire

was encounter=d before tie troopds reac:aC tlese roints, hovev .
17 prisorers were taken cduring the Jerind.  Lz@in, 00 new
identifications were rade of the rris»ers Laiiet.

~ R}

rior to the tine ¢ fina eliel »7 the reroining rcesi
Prior to the tir f {inal relile rercining o n

the line on Jaauary 27, our troojs ro orted -l -ing as o crery
activities excepnt sporadic mortar and artillery Iive wid gome sroxl
‘arms fire. Seveﬁ vrisoners were recorded ior this final day of
action.

The remaining days of the month were spent in preparing for eny
eventual moves that might be made in the sector to the front of tle
corps to which the division was tﬁen assigned (VCorps). activities
of the enemy in the area had been quite parallel to those thet the
Division had been encountering. The basic differences in it'a ~ictrme
ﬁn the new area of interest were tliat thiere were fotces of Lo szne
tyve but’'in better defensive positions, ané that terrain rore hiolly
_favored the cneny's defen?e. aApproacl.es into erery territory 1od
fthrOugh the outer ring »f the 3TIGIRIED def:nses and to the QWLED
’friﬁer line and the lekes that made up the river's head-waters. ‘
‘ nam& tactics were generally unchanged; it dppeared that Le was 4%.39

"golng to sell his troops for time,gnd space.  RESTRICTED
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During the month of February, 1945, the 7th Armored Division was
billeted in the vieinity of EUPEN, BELGIUM aa; Corps reserve of the V
Corps , First U.S-. Arny. The division as.a. whole was never committed
during this period although some of its battalions saw action under at-
tactment to the 78th and 99th Infantry Divisions. Training and meint-
enance were carried on throughout the month and from 11 to 28 February,
the division helped in the First U. S. Army road maintenance program.
Division Artillery stayed in general support of the 78th Infantry Divi-
sion from 4 February tﬂmugh the end of the period.

LNTRODUCTION
7th Armored Division headquarters were located in the 1ittle
Balgien border town of EUPEN throughout Pebruary, 1945. On 1 Pebrusry,

the order of battle wass

Order of Battle Combal Conmand "A" Gombat Command *B*
23rd ura'd Inf, Bn,  48th irm'd Inf, Bn,

17th Tank Bn. Z1st Tank Bn.
B/33rd Arm'd Engr. Bn, 4/33rd &mm'd Engr. Bn.
4/814 T Bn. C/81/ TD Bn,
0/203rd 444 Bn. 6(-)/203rd 444 Bn.
Rivigion Artillery Dvigien Iraing Combat Command "R
A34th Armtd FA Bn,  129th Ord M Bn. 38th Am'd m,'gn,
" AADth Arw'd F4 Bn, 77t¢h Med Bn.,Arm*d. 40th Tank Bn,
489th Arutd FA Bn, 446th QM. Tr. Co. C/33rd Aorm'd Engr. Bn.
"~ Z15%th Aamtd M Bn, 3967¢h M. Tr. Tr. Co.  B/814 T Bn.

4/203rd MM Bn, | - D(=)/203rd aaa Bn.

87th Cav. Ron. Sq., Mecs.
331'd l!'l'ﬂ Mo Bn. (') .
203rd AAA Bn. (=).

814th TD Bn.




The attached units were the. 231 ALk Bn., ELith T Bu., TSt
ira'd Fi Bn., the 446th @i Tr. Oo., and the 39¢7¢h @ Tr.Tr.00.

The divisions activities during Ahe month oin be brokes down
into three phasess units in combat, the Pirst U.8.irmy Mead Maintes-
snce Program, and a traiming and maintenance sohedule. |

UELIS IN QOMBAZT .

At $790 Fobruary, the 23rd Armtd Inf. Bn., was detached from

Gombat Command "A® gnd attached to the 78th Infantry Division.
«Undor orders from that hesdquarters, they left

23rd Infantry B:m-mrm,mm.{lwmbyzﬂm
completed the relief of the 2nd Bn., of the 309th Inf. Regt. in their
sector 2} miles to the northeast of LAMMERSIORF, GERMANY, From
4 to 10 February, their immediste front remained quiet and 1ittle
enemy activity outside of an occasional mortar or artillery shell
was reported. . Agresgive action in the form of reconnaissance pa-
trols brought in much valuasble information as to the location of
pillboxes, booby-traps, Semines, anti-personnel mines, and barbed-
vire entanglements. At 1284 on 10 February, the battalion was re-
lieved from attachment to the 78th Inf. Div, and returned to the
control of Combat Command "A¥,

Combat Commgnd "R* played an important part in helping the
78th Inf, Div, seise the approaches to the vital SCHWAMMENAUEL DAM
at the headwaters of the FOER RIVER. At @6¢F Pebruary, Combat
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Go-aﬂl "R® was gttached to the 78th Inf. Div. and moved its advanced CP
from EUPEN to the vieimity of KONZEN,GERMANY. Here it prepared attack in
three task foroes constituted as followss

F I AR i 274 I B

, 38th Ara'd Inf, Bn, 3/70th Inf, Regt. 40th Tank Bn (-B&C)

o 404 Tenk Ba B/40th Tenk Bn. A/87th Cav.Ren.Sq Mecs
1/q/ 3rd Arm?d 3/B/%03rd . C/33rd arm'd Engr. Bn.

Ath ™ nnhgpt) | 1/B/814th TD Bn. (Spt) B/814th ™ Bn.(-)
D/203rd AAA Bn,(=)

The migsion was initially to seise and clear the villages of STRAUCH
and STECXENBORN thereby securing the 78th Division's south and southeast
flank,
At §63¢ on 5 Pebruary, TF LETZ crossed the LD (WITZERATH - KESTERNICH
rosd) under cover of derkness and by @7@#¥ reported that it was in posi-
tion on Objective Dot (010245) without having met any opposition,
Jrancis P Tomphing
N Taks - Col. Williem 8. Teiplet, the C.0. of CCR directed the Task Force
Stramch to remain there until it received his orders to advance, The Com-
ﬂ“?’m manding General of the 78th Inf, Div, had cancelled the planned
, born Artiliory preperation as early ropqrts showed all units were un=
opposed and reaching objectives with 1ittle or no organized resistance.
At @#7¢d TP MCDANIEL launched its attack and by @#8@f reported their posie
tion as 400 yards mortheast of the Objective HEDY (STRAUCH) with no Ger=-
mans seen. TF LUTZ now moved out again proceeding toward its next as-
signed mission, Objective Peggy (STECKENBORN). TF MGDANIEL completed the
occupation of STRAUCH and by 11g¢, the battered little village was rid of

the last sniper and secured. TF LUTZ in the meanwhile was meeting increas-

SR
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ing opposition from enemy installéd in pillboxes and strong points to

the east of STECKENBORN. At 13¢¥, TF LUTZ reported that it hed moved
into the western end of STECKENBORN and was bging held up by a mine-
field and by small arms fire from the pillboxes. Col. msérderad
immediate employment of available TD*s and tanks for direct fire on
strong points ====-- and aggressive contimatéon of the mission. At
1645, the last enemy resistance was overcome and TF LUTZ radioed in
that STECKENBORN was secured. The task force commanders were ordered -
to consolidate their po#ition. for the night,
The plan for the following day was for CCR to assist 1# and support
the attack on mcmsmn to be made by the 30th Inf. Regt. A plateon |
of B//0th Tank Bn. was to be attached and the attack was to
Relief  jump off at F6FF on the 6th, The next morning, tl;o 70th
Q—"—N I ;hl g Iof. Meet. took HECHELSHEID. TF LUTZ was dissolved at
@915, 1ts components reverting to their parent units. TF
MCDANTEL was reinforced by the following attachmentas 4/87th |
Cav. Ren. Sq. Mecs . D/203rd AAA Bn., and 1/B/814th TD Bn. 4t 1315, this
1% was o;derdd to relieve elements of the 78th Inf. Div. in HECHELGEEID
" and assume responsibility for that sector. Onee there, TF MCDANIEL estab-
lished a defensive position along the goenerel line (63292 - 048273).
Prom 7 te 10 February, Combat Commend "R* ref@ined in support of the 79th
Div. Their pﬁnry nisgion wis to nup up. the areas that this dividon
in;ud tw. They also did mo recennalssance work and utabliM e
. * screen to tho south end southeast of their sector. Gombat Command YR®
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was released from the 78th Inf, Div. and returned to the 7th Armored Div.
control at 1¢120¢ PFebruary.
Division Artillery was in general support of the 78th Inf, Div. during
the greater part of the month, Seventh Armored's organic artillery bat-
. talions plus the 275th. Arm'd F4 Bn., an at%hed unit, were

alerted on 3 February to move into the 78th Inf. Division's
The jrtillery .

In Action

sector. At @34#F, February, 489th Arm'd FA Bn, left its bil-

lets in VERVIERS, BELGIUM and had closed in position in the

_ HURTGEN FOREST, 7000 yards' NE of ROETGEN,GERMANY by 18¢¢ that
evening. They were to furnish direct support to the 23rd Arm'd Inf. Bn.

On 4 February, the remaining battslions in Division Artillery moved
. into the zone of the 78th Inf. Div. closing in firing positions neer
LAMMERSDORF by 18¢@. The 440th Arm'd FA Bn. was in direct support of
Combat Command "R® and was reinforced by the 275th. The 434th was in
general support. The 489th remained with the 23rd Armtd Inf. Bn, until
relieved on #5150¢ February, when they moved to an gpes: field on the hill-
gide outside of KESTERNICH and went into general support. The 434th to-
gether with the 440th and the 275th displaced forward to the outskirts of
the villege of STRAUCH on 7 February. . ' |
The week of 6 February to 12 Pebruary saw as heavy firing as any the

artillery had done since the initialf; landing in France. ..This congisted

Might gnd largely of TT s and comprehensive sll-night programs of har-

Interdiction ressing and interdietion fires requested by the 78th Inf.Div.
Mres

The object of this intensive fire was two-fold: first, to

RES(R\m



swpport the T8%h. w Biv. tn n& .M on the bitterly contested
11tte road mn of SCMEIDT, end ub-quomy o support both th.";; :
- 78th’' and 9%h Inf, Divisions in the opoutiou qaiut tho tw deme in

the vieinity of the NUR-URFT LAKES. Both dems, d‘tor, e couihrnblo.

struggle, were takew, tut mot until the enemy had dynmmited the fflood

gates and csubsed a rise along the dntire BOER RIVER.

After 12 February, the smount of fire called for dimimished notiece- )
ably although from that date to the end of the month, enemy pod‘uoll,
on the east bank of the JOER were pounded on a mumber of different
occasions. The 275th Arm*d u Bn. was relieved from attachment to the
7th ru'd Div. 2¥#fl Pebruary. The other u-u_n.m remained in their
positions in the fields and were able to accomplish some training and a
good deal of vehicular maintenance in addition to theiw contimious sup-
port of the 78th Inf, Div,

A & G/814th TD Bn., were released from Combat Command "A® and
Gombat Command "B respectively and returned to battalion control on
#7163 February. The 814th TD Bn.,(=) was alerted to
814tk ID Bo. move to the zone of the 99th Inf, Div, after #8¢8gd Feb-

; rusry. At §81¢9¢ February, the 814th TD Bn.,(-B) was
detached from the 7th Arm'd Div. and attached to the 99th Inf. Div. The
battalion was released from attachment to the 99th Inf ,Div, and attached
to the é9th Inf. Ddv. on 131¢¢¢.rebm.rj. On 1626¢¢ Februery, the 8l4ith

" 7D Bn. was released from assigmment to the 69th Inf. Div. and reattached
to the 7th Arm'd Div,




There was a possibility that Combat Command "B" would see action when
it was vleced ona six (6) hour alert for employment anywhere in the V Corps
G.C.B. sector at @4120f February. It was never called upon and relieved

two days later on the sixth at 143.
TU MAINTEN PROG

Operations Memorandum #3, Headquarters7th Armored Division reads in part

as followss 'Tﬁe Commsnding General desires that it be brought to the atten=

pera 8 %
Operation tion of each member of this command that the Army program to

Memorandum #3 restore the roads to a normal usesble state is an urgent neces-

sity. Roads along the front must be able to support lsrge scale

operations before the next offensive can begin; at present the roads will not
permit the leunching of an offensive, Our *fight! now is to put the road into
proper condition and 1is of equal importance with actual combat."

During the month of February, the division was split into two parts, helf
were in the POETGEN erea of Germany helping the 78th Inf, Div. in its attlack
_on the SCHWAMMRNAUEL DAM and the other half were in a rest area near EUPEN,
BELGIUM. In hetween the two was a rolling countryside, criss-crossed

Reasons

For by a network of secondary roads. The heavy traffic for which these

Program back roads were never intended combined with contimual rains and un-

seasonable thaw,,soon made them nearly impassable to gll traffic. Something had
to be done and done quickly. The main supply route must be kept open and supplies

and reinforcements flowing toward the front.
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Due to the poor condition of the roads both Combat Command *R® and
the 23rd L:nored Infantry Bn., were refused permission by corps to move
=3 back to the division srea when they had finished their mis-
Iratfic sion with the 78th Inf. Div. For the same reason, Division
el Artillery remained in position in general support of the 78th
Inf, Div. throughout the month of February.
On 10 February Di\.viaion was alerted for participatien in First U.S.
Amy Boad Maintenance Program. On 11 and 12 February, 2,000 men were fure
The nished by the 7th Arm'd Div, to work under the direction and
Sovontlx’i supervision of the 1111th Engr. (C) Gp. on road maintenance
Ee't  in the XVIII Corps (4bm) sector. The quota was mpped to 2,700
men to work under the direction of the 1110th End the 1111th Engr. (C)
Groups on roed maintenance in F;.rst U.S.Amy zone each day from 13. thfough
2 Februsry. From 22 to 27 Pebruary, 2,446 men worked under three Engineer -
(C) Groups, the 1110th, 1111th, and the 1159th, On 28 February, the divi-
sion was relieved from the program, furnishing 1,946 men on that date.

'nu units-of the division were assigned a quota based on the idea of
the relief of each individual one day in five. The working day was #7
| to 179. The majority of shovels and picks were taken off the
Details division vehidles and certain sdditional tools were furnished
' by the Arwy Engineers. A1l work groups were under the direct
supervision of the officers and N00®s of the 7th Arafd Biv.: -

R Ceaexe o



Throughout the month, much emphasis was placed on Treining and Maintenance
Program for those units and men not actually engaged in combat, or at work
on the roads. There were difficulties growirg out of such fac-

He

Accomplishedtors as a neéessity for extensive vehicular maintenance under

field conditions for cértain units ard the splittingup of other

units in order to furnish the required quotas for rosd work.
Much was accomplished, however. A Division Communication School was set up
and operated by personnel of the 147th Armored Signal Company. Selected
students attended. Stress was laid on Orientation. A rmumber of officers
from the division sttended the Army Information and Education Program
Orientation Course at ‘the CITE UNIVERSITY in PARIS and a divisional In-
formation and Education drive was put into opera%ion under the auspices
of Major Otto L. McBride of the G=3 Section, The film "Germany", was

shown to all men in the 7th Arm'd Div. during the first week of the momth,

During the month effective combat personnel strength increased from
83% to 95¢% of T/0 requirements, The mumber of meddum tanks was brought
Increases from 80.3% to 98.2% of the T/E allowance and Tank Destroyers
s jumped from 83% to 100%. As the month closed the First U.S.
Equipment Army had swept across the ROER and was closing in on COLOGNE.
The 7th Armfd Div. still in V Corps reserve, was making preparations for

action muich further to the East.
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AIMINISTRATIVE AND STATISTICAL SUMMARY
The 7th Armored Division was under the command of the V Corps, First U.S.

Army during the entire month of February, 1945.

On 10 Pebruary, 1945, the Division's Commanding General, Robert W. Hasbrouck
received confirmation of his promotion from Brigedier General to Major General as
of 4 Jamuary 1945,

During the period there were several changes within the division. Brig. Gen,
Bruce C. Clarke, Commanding General of Combat Command "B", was hospitelized on 9
February and was succeeded by Col. Joseph F. Haskell, who became Combat Command
"B® Commanding Officer.

The Division Surgeon, Lt. Col. Stephen J, Karpenski, left the division on 8
February and Lt. Col. John E. Boland, 00, of the 77th Medical Rattalion, Armored,
took the position of Division Surgeon. Maj. John D, Williams became the 00 of the
77th Medical Battalion, Armored.

The personnel casualties of the division and sttached units for the month are

as follows:

Killed and Died of Woundg==---ccecec-- 9
Wounded in Action----c-cmcaccmcaaao__ 26
Injured in Actione=-cccccccmcacaaoa o 15
Missing in Action==-----ccccccaaa-o ae=-=~0
Non-Bsttle Casugltieg~=---------ccuua 433

The only division units in contact with the enemy reported the cepture of

166 prisoners (162 by Combat Command "RM™ and 4 by the 23rd Arm'c Inf. Bn.).
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During the period 1 February to 28 February 1945, the Division used the
following amount of suppliess
116,365 gals. fuel
8,894 gals. oil
5,721 1bs. grease
990 tons ratidns

107,985 gals. water

Ammunition:
Cal. .30, gll types=--=--cc-cmccmmmaccaaoao 56,418
Cal. .45, Balle=-emcmcccc e mccceeeeee 4,000
Cal. .50, M.G,,(2=2-1)=ccmmommmcaeo. 2,700
37mm gun, gll types------=--cccoocaccaaao- 412
60mm mortar, all types------c-cccmcmccaaaa 262
75mm gun, all types-----c-ecmmccmeeooo 1,089
75mm how., all types-----=cecomccmmeaa__ 160
76mm gun, all types=-===-cc=ccccccmcocmnon T34
81lmm mortar, H.E., Lt=eccceemacaaaooaao 100
Omm gun, all types===----ccmccmmcccccaaa. 348
105mm how., all types-=-----ceccmcacceao 51,590
Grenade, hand, all types---==eccececeacao-- 252
Rockets, all types-=----c-ccccmmcamaaaao. = 456
2" Mortar smoke bombg------cccccmmcccaaaaa 20




"APPENDIX I =~ é-=s

LIST OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

JOURNALS AND MESSAGES
G-1 Journal and Messages.
G=2 Journal and Messages.
G=3 Journal and Messages.
G=4 Journal and Messages.

- REPORTS AND ORDERS

G=2 Periodic Reports.
G=3 Periodic Reports.
Operations Instructions.
General Orders.

THE AFTER ACTION REPORTS AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS (JOURNALS, MESSAGES, ORDERS,
AND OVERLAYS, ETC.,) OF THE FOLLOWING COMPONENT AND ATTACHED UNITS OF THE

7TH ARMORED DIVISION:

Combat Command "A™

Combat Command "B®

Combat Commsnd Reservs .

7th Armored Division Artillery

7th Armored Division Trains

23rd Armored Infantry Battalion

38th Armored Infantry Battalion

48th Armored Infantry Basttalion

17th Tank Battelion

31st Tank Battalion

40th Tank Battalion

434th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

4/0th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

489th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

33rd Armored Engineer Battalion

77th Medical Battalion (Armored)

87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, Mechanized
129th Ordnance Maintenance Battalion

147th Armored Signal Company '
203rd AAA Auto Weapons Battalion (SP) (attached)
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WATCH ON THE RHINE -~ 17th Tank Bathiion soldier watching

German positions on the east bank of the Rhine from an OP }

in the Dreeson Hotel, Bad Godesberg.
\ ‘ EFSINITTED
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 SUMMARY QF OPERATIONS

During the month of March, 1945, the Seventh Armored Division took
part in two major breskthroughs with a two-week period in between in
which they established and maintained an important defensive position.
The first breakthrough came .early in March when the Seventh, as part of
the III Corps, pushed east from the ROER RIVER to establish a defensive
position along the west bank of the RHENE. The second major breskthrough
came when the Seventh, still under III Corps control, took part in an
ammored offensive intended to bresk the thin crust ringing the REMAGEN
Bridgehsad and overrun the rich farmland to the east and north, In four
days (26-0 March), the division captured over 11,800 prisoners (a greater
total than all the previous months put together). It overran the northern
half of the -ancient principality of NASSAU, end then, crossing the LAHN
RIVER and. turning north, it penetrated deep into HESSE, almost to the
borders of VESTPHALIA. The Seventh came to a temporary standstill on the
last day of the month after having crossed the EDER RIVER and captured
intact the vital EDER SEE DAM. During the two weeks that the division
maintained a watch on the RHINE, it had its first large-scale opportunity
at Military Goverrment and for that reason, the running of BAD GODESEERG
has been set asside as s sepsrate cfmptor in this account. The town wes
captured intact, few of its inhabitants had fled, and its problems and

their handling were of importence and interest in view of the contemplated
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WATGH ON THE REINE

During the first few days of March, 1945, the Seventh Armored Divi-

sion was assembled in the vicinity of SIVMERATH, GERMANY (9824) alerted
. SUMMARY to drive eastward as part of the V Corps, First U, S. Amy.

The Division's objective was to be the KOMMERN (2824) - FIRMENICH (2626)-
SATZVEY (2725) sector, but in the rapid advance of other First Army units
this area was overrun before the Seventh Armored Division was ever com=
mitted. The Division then moved to an assembly area west of ZULPICH (2333)
on 7-8 March, coming under III Corps control on 7 March. Combat Command
"A" and Combat Command "R" were attached to the 9th Inf Div and ‘i:ook part
in the breskthrough to the Rhine River. On 9 March the division took over
the defense of the west bank of the Rhine from below BONN (5538) to the
22nd grid line north of REMAGEN (6420). Defeﬁsive positions were main-
tained until 22 March when the division was relieved. On 24 March, the
Seventh Armored crossed the Rhine for a new drive into NASSAU and HESSE.

As the month opemd, the Seventh Armored Division was astride the
GERMAN - BELGIAN border with Division Headquartersbset up in the battered

ORDER OF village of SIMMERATH, GERMANY. Combat Command "R" was |

BATTLE
closing in at LAMMERSDORF (9727) . Division Artillery was contimuing their
previous month's assigmment of reinfdrcing the fires of the 78th Inf Div
till 4 March at which date they switched their gttachment to the 2nd Inf
Div whose fires they reinforced till midnight of the 5th. Combat Command!s

"A" and "B™ were both in BELGIUM in the vicinity of the border town of
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Combat Command "A"  Combgt Commend "B®  Combat Gommand "R"
17th Tk Bn 3lst Tk Bn 40th T Bn

23rd Arm'd Inf Bn 48th Arm'd Inf Bn 38th Arm'd Inf Bn.
B/33rd Arm'd Engr Bn 4/33rd Arm'd Engr.Bn C/23rd Arm'd En%r Bn

2/6/203rd AAA Bn C(-)/203rd 4AA Bn D/203rd AAA Bn (-)
B/814th TD Bn

Division Artillery  Division Traing Division Troops

434th arm'd FA Bn 77th Med Bn Arm'd 87th Cav Ren Sq ('Meczg

440th Arm'd FA Bn 129th Ord M Bn 33rd Arm'd Engr Bn (-

489th Arm'd FA Bn L4L6th M Tr Tr Co 203rd AAA Bnh%-)

A& 1/D/203rd AMA Bn 3967th QM Tr Co 814th TD Bn (-)

| B/203rd AAA Bn
The units attached to the division were the 203rd AAA Bn, 814th TD Bn,
446th QM Tr Tr Go., snd the 3967th QM Tr Co. |
The plans for the coming operation were outlined in Field Order
#17. The division's mission was to follow the 2nd Inf Div across the
FIELD ROER RIVER at REIMBACH (1126) and then move out towards
% "their objective, the KOMMERIN (2824) - FIRMENICH (2626) -
SATZVEY (2725) sector. Combat Command "R" was to cross the HEIMBACH
Bridge and advance along three routes towards the oﬁjectivu. Combat
Commands "A"™ and "B" were to follow as far as KOMMERN and then pass-
ing through Combat Command "R"™ contimue the advance to the southeast.
The inttial jump-off was scheduled for 3 March. Operations Instruct-
ions were issued at @221¢¢ to move the elements of the division still
in BELGIUM to an assembly area in GERMANY, C(=)/203rd AAA Bn was de-
tached from Combat Command "BY and attached to Combat Command "A® at

peod. - RESTRICTED
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Combat Command "R" had be f the /8th

Arn'd Inf Bn at #1P9PP and & detachment (72 feet) from the 980th Treadway
——CCURN Bridge Co at #212¢¢. In preparation for the coming attack,
three task forces were organized to become effective at @21315. They were:

IF _CHAPPUIS IF BROWN IF_GRIFFIN

48th Arm'd Inf Bn 40th Tk Bn (-A1/D) 38th arm'd Inf Bn (-B,C)
A & 1/D//0th Tk Bn B & G/38th Arm'd Inf Bn A/48th Arm'd Inf Bn
1/B/814th T Bn 2/B/814th T Bn B/814th T Bn (-2 plats)

1/6/33rd Arm'd Engr Bn 2/6/33rd am'd Engr Bn C/33rd Arm'd Engr Bn(-2 plats)
Det(72t) 990th Trdwy Br Co

‘ The Seventh contimued to assemble ikg units along the west bank of
the ROER on 3 March, Combat Commands "A" gnd "B closing into their assem=
2 MARCH  bly areas at 1445 and 20¢¢ respectively. 4/814th TD Bn was
attached to Combat Command MA" at 113 and G/814th TD Bn was attached to
Combat Command "B" at 1215. Combat Command "a® organized two task forcess

IFR (REED) | IF ¥ (WEVPLE)
23rd Arm'd Inf Bn (-2 cos) 17th Tk Bn (-M cos & 1 Lt co)
C & 1/D/17th Tk Bn B/23rd Amm'd Inf Bn
1/B/33rd Arm'd Engr Bn 1/8/33rd Amm'd Engr Bn
1/a/814th T Bn 1/4/814th TD Bn

Suddenly on 3 March, the division was notified "The 7th AD show is
postponed 24 hours." Enemy resistance had collapsed with surprising speed
EAST OF before the First Army onslsught and our original objective
had% been taken. Pending further instructions , the division continued
%o prepare. On 4 March, the roads toward HEIMBACH (1126) and GEMUND (1320)
were reconnoitered. Operations Instructions issued on 5 March directed
billeting details to reconnoiter the srea around GINNICK (1734). On 6

March, the billeting details e division
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moved on Corps order to an a
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33) in the

vicinity of GINNICK.

Leaving behind the pine forests and misty pakes of the wild upper
ROER eountry, the division columns streamed out into the COLOGNE plain on

ASSEMEL I on 7 March. The countryside was very reminiscent of the

Z_Al%‘__;@ open, gently rolling farmland of northern Frence with its
tree-lined roads and church steeples of the next village always on the
horigon. Division Hesdquarters had opened at the village of EMBKEN (1832)
by 140¢. Combat Command "R" and the 87th Cav Ren Sq (Mecz) were closed in
the division assembly area at 122¥ and 16f respectively. Later in the day,
the division was notified of its release from V Corps and present attach~
ment to III Corps.

Combat Command "A" had closed into the divisional assembly area at
143 on 7 March tut at 213 were notified that they were now attached to

cenan the 9th Inf Div. Early in the morning of 8 March, Combet
Oomﬁgg%i" began a march to an assembly area near MIEL (4231). Here, they
organiged into three task forcess WEMPLE, RHEA, and GRIFFIN, and moved
out at 1% on the same morning. Combst Command "A" advanced in two columms

/

spearhesded by TF WEMPLE and TF RHEA and with TF GRIFFIN following in

. support. The objective was the west bank of the RHINE RIVER. The two task

forces met with no opposition and by 18¢¢ on 8 March had completed the
occupation of the west bank of this river from MEHLEM (6129) to UNKELBACH

(em3) .

mgem QA '
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Meanwhile, the First 1nd §eAV6 1§4§> towards the

RHINE with unforseen speed. COLOGNE fell on 6 larch and late on 7 March,

0 THE the spleridid news that the LUDENDORFF BRIDGE across the RHINE
RIVEmeat REMAGEN had been taken intact was received. The heart seemed to have
gone out of the German resistance along the west bank of the RHINE, their
defenses had crumbled, snd what was left of their deciminated units were
gladly surrendering. The Seventh moved rapidly, forward to wipe out the

last vestiges of resistance left in this area.On & March, Combat Command

B", the only major unit still under divisional control, moved from west

of the ROER to EMBKEN (1832) and prepared to move east again to HEIMERZHEIM
(4236) . At @#81715 , the Seventh Armored took over responsibility few the

9th Inf Div sector and the follow‘ing units from the 9th were attached‘:

é0th RCT congisting of: 39th RCT congigting of
60th Inf Regt (-1 Bm) 39th Inf Regt
¢/15th Engr (C) Bn (-1 plat) 4/15th Engr (C) Bn
1 Co T™'s (-1 plat) 1 Co ™'s
1 Tk Co (-1 plat) 1 Tx Co (& A/G plat)
G/9 Med Bn 1 Med Co
1 FA Bn (105 How) 1 FA Bn (105 How)
2 AAA Btrys
1 FA Bn (155 How)

Combat Commands "A" and "R" were returned to division control at 1735.
The division zone now extended along the west bank of the RHINE from
south of BONN to the 22nd grid line, north of REMAGEN.

The 48th Arm'd Inf Bn plus 1/B/214th TD Bn lsunched the CC"R® attack
at @63 passing through elements of the 60th RCT along the genersl northe

"R south line (515338) . The attack was made with two companies
ATTACKS
in the assault and one in
wuo Q¢ '
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alion seized
'the high ground southeast of DUISDORF (5135), continued east to take
IPPENDORF (5435), DOTTENDORF (5634) and FRIESDORF (5738) on the west bank
of the RHINE. By this time, it had }completed the relief of the 60th
RCT in the northern sector of the division zone and this organization
then reverted to the 9th Inf Div and preceeded south to the REMAGEN bridge-
hesd., The 87th Cav Ren Sq (Mecz) helped guard the Seventh!s northern
flank by patroling the wide highway between BONN and BAD GODESE¥RG.

The even_.’mg of 9 March saw the enemy con;pletly cleared from the

division zone on the west bank of the RHINE. There had been no aggressive

DIVISION action on the enemy's part outside of an abortive attack
ZONE
CLEARED _ in the general area STALAG VI, to the southeast of BONN

by an estimated 150 troops, attempting to reach the RHINE and escape.

The 39th RCT of the 9th Inf Div had marched into the prosperous resort

town of BAD GODESBERG on the night of 7 March after the city had surrend-
ered without a fight. By 9 March, it was under CC"A"™ control with TF
WEMPLE occupying the town and the 39th RCT relieved from attachment to

the Seventh Ammored. A little further south in the (CC"A" sector, the hills
edged closer to the river and it was a country of orchards, resort hotels,
and summer homes all perched precariously on steep hills, Division Headquar-
ters hed ;'noved to CASTLE GUDENEAU, a large estate given by NAPOLEON to the

femily of the present owner, on the outskirts of VILLIP (5527).

-
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The French governmen d four oflﬁmwm‘q ranking officers on

12 March, when Maj. Gen. FOBERT W. HASBROUCK, Commanding General; Col. JOHN L.
FRENCH AWARDS RYAN, JR., CHief of Staff; Col. ORVILLE W. MARTIN, Division
Artillery Commander; and Col. ANDREW J. ADAMS, Division Trains Commander, were
awarded the French Legion of Honor, grade of Chevalier, The presentation was
mads by Lt. Gen. KOELTZ, deputy to General JUIN, Chief of the Armed Forces of
France.

The next few days were spent consolidsting the newly assigned defense sector.
A geries of strongpoints and road blocks were established on all likely avenues of
THE DEFENSE OF attack. Observation posts were mainteined by day end listening
% to report any enemy activity on the river. The roads slong the
river were patrolled and combat posts were maintained in the southeastern sector
of the zone to prevent enemy penetrations to the REMAGEN bridgesite. Some re-
adjustment in the pombat Command Boundaries was necessary. On 10 March Combat
Command "B" moved to the vicinity of ROTTGEN and assumed responsibility for
Combat Command "R"'s former sector. At the ssme time, the 48th Arm'd Inf Bn
was attached in place to Combat Command "B®, Combat Command "R" went tem-
porarily into Division Reserve but on 11 March moved their CP to 3AD GODESBERG
to take over control of the town. BAD GODESEERG was originally under TF
WEMPLE but hed reverted to the 87th Cav Ren Sq (Mecz) when that unit relieved
TF WEMPLE end assumed responsibility for that area. The 87th came under CC"R"
control at 11¢9¢¢ as did the 38th arm*d Inf Bn.

By 10 March, all three of the division's organie artillery battalions,

the 434th, 440th and 489th had moved to new positions in the vieinity of

Ak TAG |
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BAD GODESEERG. The 434th (- AUG 4D fhe 429tk 1n
DI¥I§112N direct support of CC"™A", and the 440th was placed in gen-

eral support. They were now in a most unususl and favorgble situation. The
battle was raging on the east bank of the RHINE as the troops in this
shoulder of the REMAGEN bridgehead pushed slowly northwards. Our artil-
lery sat directly on their flank protected by a large expanse of water,
and our observers were able to sit in their front-row OP's getting an
excellent picture, tﬁrough binoculars, of the battle as it progressed.
They were able to pick up many targets of opportunity that could never
have been seen by observers battling with the troops from south to north .
This was quite in addition to the larger mumber of rounds expended on in=
terdiction fires on all cross-roads and key terrain features in this area
within our fire .po ssibilities.

On the evening of 10 March, Division Artillery received instruct=

ions to utilize all tanks and tank destroyers together with its organic

battalions to reinforce the fires of the Corps on the east side of the
TANKS AS RHINE RIVER.The 31st, 40th, and 17th Tank Battalions

and 4, B and C companies of 'bhe 814th TD Bn were placed under operational

control of Division Artillery until completion of their assigned mission.

On 11 March, the tanks and TD's completed their moves into firiu@ositions

and preparations were made for their omployment in indirect fire. One tank

battalion and one TD company were placed in a group under the control of

each artillery battalion.
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© 100,000TH ROUND SINCE LAMDING - M-7 of "B¥ Battery, 429th Ama'd FA Bn
firing the 100,000th round this battalion has fired sinee going into
action in France,on German positions iy W

(ETHINIREY



®

plus tank battalions and

14 AUG 1945

missions and

REST.icr—.
Downgaded Auth: TAG YOI ‘

’
35,261 rounds in support of operations on the east bank of the RHINE,
On the evening of 20 March, the three tank battalions, the 17th, 3lst,
and 40th, returned to the control \of ccnat, CC"B" and CC"R" respectively,
and the tank destroyers were released and reverted to their original
combat commands. The bridgehead had been enlarged to a point where nearly
all enemy positions were out of the Seventh'!s artillery range.

As the division sector lay just to the north of the LUDENDORFF
BRIDGE, "the Seventh was directly concerned with the safeguarding of that

SEARCH vitally important 1link. A good deal of artillery fire was
falling on the bridge and it was suspected that the enemy had both obser-
vation and  a radio transmitter somewhere behind otr lines. Combat Com-
mand "A" who held the steep hills in the southern sector of the division
zone was given the task of combing all woods, church steeples, and houses
in their asrea for any and all transmitters. The search was completed on
12 March, with one transmitter uncovered but no operatér. .

Precautions were also taken to guard the raillroad bridge and the
flanking pontoon bridges in the REMAGEN area against waterborne attack.

JATERBOU In the Seventh Armored Division zone, a net was
placed agoss the RHINE south of the islands (6327), GRAFENWERTH (east)
and NONNEN#ERTH (west). The division had theresponsibility of guarding

the net. A cable or boom was strung across the river from a small pen-

insula near the 24th grid line. It iras completed at 141215 March. At
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14175, 1/4/814th TD Bn and
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to Combat Com-
mands "A" and "R" respectively, and these TP platoons plus the asswult guns
of the 23rd and 38th Arm'd Inf Bns were placed in direct fire positions
to intercept any traffic on the river. Barges on the east bank of the RHINE
were disabled by these direct fire weapons to prevent their possible use
by the ememy. A platoon of four CDL!'s(Medium Tanks_ M30 with searchlights)
* from G/738th Tk Bn wes attached to the division at 1421¢¢ to light the
waters around the net. On 16 March the CDL's were moved due to the cons-
truction of a bridge by VII Corps engineers who requested that there be
no lightsbnear the btridgesite. The cable‘ remained in place until it was
broken by a U. S. Navy patrol boat, between 17¢¢ and 19¢@ on 17 March.

After the initisl crossing at REMAGEN, III Corps became interested in
locating ether possible crossing sites. There were two small islands (6327),

ISLANDS IN GRAFENWERTH end NONNENYERTH, lying directly across from
each oth?:lin the river towards the southern part of the Seventh Armored!s
gector. The division was ordered to occupy the western one of these is-
lands, NONMEN-ERTH, a low-lying sand-bar with only a large convent-hospital
gurrounded by a few willows on it. This was accomplished by 16@@ on 10
March by a small boat platoon of 50 men of the 38th Arm'd Inf Bn carrying one |
mortar, 2 MG's., They met with no opposition ‘and outside of receiving oc-
cakional S/A fire on the northern tip of the island, they held it unopposed. -
A ferry service to the island was soon established by thg '33rd Engineer
Battalion, and it wasn't long before the troops in the bridgehead had
reached sufficiently far north to occupy GRAFENWERTH, the eastern island,
LAy Y '
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The general picture of the Seventh Armored's set-up for defense

during the period 11 - 22 March was the 48th Arm'd Inf Bn manning the

SETUP

11 - 22 listening posts and strongpoints for CC"B" on the left
(nort)l"z glﬂank, the 38th Arm'd Inf Bn manning those for CC"R"™ in the
center, and the 23rd doing the same for GC"A" on the right(south) flank.
4,C, & D/203rd AAA Bn were under the operational control of the 11th
AAA group and helped man the tremendously concentrated anti-aircraft
defense covering the REMAGEN bridges from 12 to 20 March,

As this chapter in the Seventh's history neasred an end, intelli-
gence channels received the report that the Germans were going to at-
tempt a counter-offensive against the bridgeheasd area. This was to in-

INTERNAL volve a river crossing, large scale counter attack at-
temptig to split the bridgehead and parachute landings on the west bank
of the river in an effort to disrupt supply and communication. The
Seventh Armored Division was instructed to take strong defensive mess-
ures against any attempted parachute landings within the division sector.
411 units were alerted 19¥¥ and internal security defense tightened.
The tank battalions and TD's ;'eturned from Division Artillery to their
respective combat commands. The 2nd and 3rd platoons of G/87th Cav Rch |
Sq (Mecz) were released from Combat Command "RM and attached to Com-
bat Commands "A" and "B" respectively at 2#17¢@. A, C & D/203rd AAA Bn
were released from the defense of the REMAGEN bridges and returned to

battalion control. Batte tor of Combat
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a 8 sector. Batteries

Command A" while nRm Battery move
"C" & "D" moved to Division Trains to aid in the defense of the rear areas.
However, in spite of clear moonlit nights favorable to parachute operations,
the attack never materialized. The Germans were probahly too busy elsewhere.
The division was relieved from itg responsibility for the sector at
18%¢. on 22 March. There was no longer any divisional front (bridgehead

IHE WATCH  troops were in BEUEL opposite BONN), and the troops were
ready to move east of the RHINE,
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BAD GODESBERG

From 9 March to 22 March, the Seventh Armored Division occupied the
well-known GERMAN Spa of BAD GODESBERG (5932) on the west bank of the RHINE.
It also occupied a number of smaller places, along the river, both north
and south of this city, but BAD GODESBERG is of especial interest for g
number of reasons. It*avas the first town of any size (40,000) the division
had controlled since its entry into GERMANY, Further, as it had been sur-
rendered without a fight by its garrison, it was taken intact and with its
normal population still in residence outside of a few high NAZI officials
who had good reason to flee. As the town remsined part of the front line
till 20 March, when the troops on the REMAGEN BRIDGEHEAD pushed north into
OBERDOLLENDORF (6133) and NIEDERDOLLENDORF (£132) on the east bank of the
RHINE, a tactical headquarters under CC"R" was set up to man our defensive
positions and to control-the civilisn population. This heedquarters was
aided in its work by ;uch divisional attachments as members of the G-§ sec-
tion, the CIC Detachment, and the MP Platoon. All gained a great deal of
valuable experience in meeting the problems ofimilitary occupation in a
éonquered GERMANY .

The two reasons BLD GODESBERG was surrenderd without a fight were first
the GERMAN Commander felt that he had insufficient trbops' and equipment to
continue and secondly, thet throughout the r1ary this city had bezn considered
more or less open. It had no industries, fourteen hospitals, and a good many

partial invalids who lived there year around on accoumt of its favorable cli-
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was n2ver bombed, itg population swé]led during the war from20,000 to
somewhat over 40,000, Historically, there is little of importance---gn old
castle, passing visits of QUEEYN VIZTORIA and PRINCE ALBERT---tmut in recent
times, it suddenly beceme famous through DER FUHERER'S favor. HITLER hed
one of his few cloge personsl friends in KARL DREESEN, proprietor of the
DREEZEN HDTEL,and he used to pay the resort. a yearly visit. It was here,
sitting on the balcony of his suite overlooking the RHINE, HITLER decided
on thehorld-shaking blood purge of 1934, and it was here he mot CHAMBERLAiN
in 1938 to make the final arrangements preceding the infamous MUNICH PACT.
In 1°ne with the masterts interest, the little guidebook is full of photo-
graphs of torch-light parsdes and monster welcomes in horor of GOEBBELS,
GOERING and HIMMLER.

On 7 March, the smerican Firgt Army colimns, that had rahidly been over-
running the RHINELAND sirce launching their drive across the ROER two weeks
BAD GODESBERG befbre,had pushed to within g few kilometers of RAD

SURRENDE
GODESBZRG, The GERMAN General in charge had decideqd to surrender and enlist-
ing the aid of the SWISS Consul,the General sent thig neutral along with hig
aide and & member of the city council out to findkhe Americans. Walking west
towards VILLIP, +the SWISS Flag between two whik ones, they soon found troops
of the 9th Inf Div., The terms of surrender were quickly agreed on and that
night the GERMAN General had given himself up to the CG of the 9th Inf Div.

In the esrly morning of the 2th, troops of this division had completed ocecu-

patidn of the town but as th{Ewmm =ur—jrme sanganent( the Seventh
ad.dluh.‘l'm Q,‘ ’
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Armored Division was to + - for—bivka~gector as repidly

as practicable) these troops were accompanied by Military Goverrment Officer
of the Seventh, Lt, Col. REX THDM?@ON end members of the Seventh's CIC De-
tachment, By 9 March, CC"R" had relieved the 9th and wes manning +he river-
front defenses,
Lt. Col. REX THOMPSOVN, G=5 of the Seventh Armored, took charge immedi-
ately upon entering of the city and issued the SOP proclemation end orders,
MILITARY ~  all arms and smmunition were to be surrendered, all mem-

COVERNMENT
IAKES OVER  bers of the GERMAN Armed Forces we.*'e\to turn themselves in,

a dark-to-dawn curfew would be in force till further notice, and cevere res-
trictionsﬁvaéid down on circulation. 4 BURGOMEISTER was chosen and a capable
civil servant found in the rerson of a men who prior to '33 hed be-n BURGO-
MEISTER of BORNHEIY and since had occupied cnly a very minor nosition on ac-
count of outspoken anti-Nazi views. The BURGOVEISTER was asked for an esti-
mate on the food, fuel, and hospital situation. It was found that the local
food stores had sufficient stocks on hand for any immediate need and that the
town, located as it was in a rich and undemaged farming district, should rever
have a reel food nroblem, Fuel was low and it was imperative that some be
located for both cooking needs and heeting for the sick. A larfe supoly

was uncovered 21 miles from town, and es the municivality hed & number of
chercoal - burning trucks and busses, it was an easy hewl---and no gas
problem., The hospitals were in good shspe but typhus was far more prevalert
than expected. Many of the slave-lsborers working on gov:zrmmert projects

wers infected with the 1lo
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patients had taken house I > wo s fowii-neoesbary to put t'er

together in a hospital becsuse of the unsentdery conditions arising from
the billeting of the lerge rmumber of trocps in town, which in *urn
forced two and three GERNAN “smili®®s to shere the same house. 21 doctors
were givén a very limited supply of gas to ake the necessary calls on

the hospitals and their sieck end injured. The Fire Department was checked
and found ready to operate in case of a bombing or shellirg. Two days
after our entry on 9 March the benks were reopened under szsvere restrict-
ions. No large money transzctions were allowed btut the local housewife
could draw enough to pay the farmer snd the storekeeper.

One of Col. THCMPSON'!'S first acts was tosummon the locsl police
force and have fhem turn in their arms and NAZI insignia. They were then
reguiredto take a pledge to aid the Allied forces by enforcing the old

POLICE GEMAN Civil lew concerning persons and property minus the
race discrimination clsuses. Any infraction of this pledge was to te
punished most severely. All took the required oath. They were allowed
to remain in uniform becsuse since they were ncw our agents, it was
desired to make them as effectiveas possible. Previous experience had
shown that with only the little white armbend inscribed Mpolice", they
lost euthority over the community and were elso not recognized by our own
troops. The o0ld uniform is too close to the military to be entirely
desirsble from a psychological standpoint and one simpler in design but
easily rccognizable from a distence is probably the answer. But as this
last was not available, the temporary expedient of letting them wear what

T B |
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they had worked very wéll .

\

At first the people were allowed on the streets from F8gd to 18¢¢
but after four days, ciréulation in town was restricted from @#8g@ to
120¢ .A The reasons for this move were first to make clear to the people

CURFEW of this undemaged town that they were a conquered people
and secondly to impress on the troops that as conquerors of éERMANY the
people must be docile and obedient to the Military. It was mot intended
to maintain this rigid restriction indefinitely. It would be eased from
time to time bhit if it was found that the 1lifting of restrictions brought
a laxity in obedience, it would not only be put back bu; doubled. The
first day was difficult and a large number of people were picked up with
the usual excuses (that they hadn't heerd of the restriction, their watches
didn't keep good time) but when they sew it was meent, there was no fur-
ther trouble,

BAD GODESBERG had rather less displaced persons than a big military or
industrial town but those there were informed that they were now free. A
few made a tentative endeavor to act up by looting but they were quickly

DISPL ADED told 1liberty meant no license. 4s there was no transpor-

PERSONS :
tation for them at the moment and no place to go, the BURGOMEISTER was told
to give them food and shelter on a level with the rest of the population. 4
good many felt that now that they were free, there was no nécessity for
further work. However, Allied officers speaking their own language mede
them understand that they were now United Nadion's Msoldiers of production®
and in the absence of GERMAN manpower,and in order to avert chasos behind

our lines, they would be time as it was

14 AUG 1945 .4
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. All proved ver;giﬂuﬁgiggﬁre urmn--=-in thig

case to the farms---to help with the crops once this was explained.

Naturally, precsutions against sabotage were of vital importance
to our effort. Military Goverrment issued an immediate proclamatiopn that

) SABO TAGE suspicious persons and adjacent property would be ruth-

lessly dealt with in any effort of this sort. Thig way & population

could be expected to podice themselves in order to safeguard their om
interests. Weapons were called in by the Mﬂitarﬁ?oliee and the turn-

in was satisfactory. Everything from the medieval mace and halberd to the mest
modern small-arms in the GERMAN arsehnal flowed into MP Headquarters. To

make doubly sure, house-to-house spot checks were instituted with the lim-
ited MP personnel available. The CIC interrogated all former members of

the WEHRMACHT (500 - 600 persons) and by this method caught 60 men in civil-
ian clothes who were still actually part of the GERMAN Army. The veterans

of World War I came into the CIG office willingly, enough but most of the

60 POW's were caught by the sharp-eyed MP's on lookout for men of Military
age. It is not believed the majority of those planned to engage in under=
cover work but had merely hoped to return home directly without the necéssity
of become a prisonmer. A careful investigation wak also made of all men recent-
ly dismissed from the WEHRMACHT for seemingly insufficient ressons.

The orly serious attempt at large-scale spying and sabotage was uncov-
ered when three boys between 14 and 16 years of age were picked up hiding in
dpunker by the RHINE by soldiers of the 48th Armored Infantry Battalion.

{ALLER TOUTH by it/ 9
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These boys were brought . eadquar have a perfect
alibi with only one flaw---it was a little too perfect.The places, persons,
and dates mentioned dovetailed together without contradiction but all three
told the same story in almost identical words. Under prolonged questioning,
one of the boys broke down and revealed their plan, They were members of
a Hitler Youth gang of seven ard had been planted in BONN rosing as bombed-
out refugees. Here, they contacted & priest, who, taking pity on their seem-
ingly homeless plight, farmed them out to local homes. These three had come
to BAD GODESBERG and, when caught, were waiting for nightfall to attempt
to cross the RHINE with detailed information as to the Americen Army troops
dispositions. He further admitted they had a considersble stock of sabo-
tage equipment buried in the woods but as yet had received no instructions
as to where it was to be used. This equipment , two hesvy boxes filled with
8xplosives, was promptly dug up, the four other members arrested in BONN, and
the whole unhealthy group shipped back to Corps CIC where it was hoped fur-
ther juestioning might unearth an even larger ring of juvenile spys and sab-
oteurs.
4s has already been stated, most of the rabidly fanatical NAZIS had al-

ready fled town by the time the Seventh Armored arrived. And at first, little

HNAR CRIMINALS information was forthcoming from the townspeople about
possible Gestapo or died-in-the-wool party members. The front line was just
across the river snd their fear of these organizations wes by no means stamped

out. However, seizure of the records of the NSDAP yielded much interesting in-

formation, and firsj, & ried to Germans and the
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gave some good leads. ROBERT VON STEDMAN, hesd of the LANDRAT, rursl leader
of the KREIS, was found hiding on a farm. FRAU RICHTER, head of all NAZI
women's organizations about BAD GODESBERG, and her dsughter, a blonde bux-
om girl of seventeen and leader of the JUNG MABDEL, were among various
others subsequently unearthed. Most mainteined a discreet silence but
FRAU RICHTER let her displeasure of her arrest be known in no uncertain
terms. When asked for her party membership card, she said she had sent it
deeper into GERMANY to awoid baving anvthing #o"sacred"fsll into the hands
of the Mdespoiling American swine .

BAD GODESBERG was the first large town with the population not evac-
uated that the Seventh had to desl with inside GERMANY. In governing it,

SUMMARY the Division Commsnder's policy was one of disciplining

the people and avoiding the pitfalls of, on the one hand, wet-mirsing them
or on the other, of subjecting them to barberous treatment. The town had
surrendered and it was not to be looted or wantonly destroyed. It could
encourage other cities to surrender but only if the people in these other
places did not have cause to say: "Jell, look at the example of the city
Oof X%"~=--gnd then decide to go wearily on fighting to the bitter end, Then,
while the people muat be made to understand that the American troops came
as conquerors, 0 ly amall staffs and supplies were available Starvation
and 1ts brother, plague, was to be avoided as a serious threat to the
Allied war effort and acting with this in mind, it was.necossary the people
govern themselves in g large part. The people responded to this treatment
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willingly enough in g meek, submiss Ve, obedient way, with no serious

NOTE: The material from this section was compiled
from interviews with;
Lt .Gol. FEX THOMPSON, G-5, 7th Amm'd Div.
1st Lt. LLOYD ROBERTS, CIC Detachment, 7th Arm'g Div.
1st Lt. HENRY LOUGEE, MP Platoon, 7th Arm'd Div,
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THROUGH NASSAU AND HES§§

The Seventh Armored Division Jumped off at FiPF on 26 Mareh in an attack

that was to carry it almost without a halt and by many devious routes, to the

SUMBIARY EDER Da¥, 140 kilometers distant, by mid~af%e“noon of 30 March,
The attack (or gseries of correlated attacks) involved the crossing of the DILL,
LAHN, and EDER RIVERS and was mede through a course of three distinct changes
in direction The number of prisoners taken on thig 4=day drive exceeded by
several thousand, the combined figures of all the prisonera teken during the
Seventh's previous months in combat. From 26=31 March the division processed
11,800 prisoners through PW channels. The division liberated tremendous numbers
of Russiang, Poligh, French and Belgium slave-lsborers and PWs and freed sev-
eral hundred imerican and British soldiers. Resistance ranged from moderate to
negligible along the ‘route. It came from hastily organized rémnants of combgt
units that once held the fringe of the REN AGEN BRIDGEHEAD, from units engaged
in the anti-aircraft defense of rear areas, and from helf-trained units rushed
into the breach from the comparative quiet of DENMARK and NORWAY. The German
defense was characteristically that of defending isolated points that were of
more or less importance to our advance---ugually towns, where troops could be
quickly aasembled. and supplied. Indded, the speed of our edvance was so great
that many bridgea were captured intact, thereby elminating as serious obstacles
the rivers that interlaced the division zons.

On the morning of 22 March, orders were put out to send billeting details
to a division assembly area east of the RHINE. The billeting éefails selected
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2324 positions and instructions were units to be
prepared to move the nights 23-24 March and 24-25 March to those areas.
The division was relisved of the respénsibility for the defense of the
west bank of the RHINE as of 2218¢ff. Combat Command "A" and Division
Artillery ledkhe.way on the night of the 23-24, Division Artillery re-
inforcing the fires of the 9th Inf Div on the morning of its arrival.
CC"B" and CC"R" did not finish cloging in till the esrly morning of 25
March. The Seventh had now left spring and the RHINE VALLEY and inching
i1ts way east past the twisted shadow of the LUDENDORFF BRIDGE, it had
assembled for the new push in the rolling hill-country behind the RHINE.
The morning of 25 March, Field Order #18 was issued. Third Corps was
given the objective of bresking through the bridgehead in conjuncticn with
FIELD a coordinated push to be made by ell units of First Army.
_%ggg% - They were to teke the city of LIMBURG (2398) and the high
ground stretching north to the town of NEUNKIRCHEN (2616). The 9th Inf
Div on the left and the 99th Inf Div on the right were to make the main
effort initially while the Seventh Armored Division was to attack through
them, generally slong the axis of the AUTOBAHN, seize the corps objective,
and concentrate on the communications centers and bridges across the LAHN
RIVER in the LIMBURG - STOCKHAUSEN (4116) area. Upon securing these ob-
Jectives, we were to be prepared to advence to the northesst in the di-
rection of GIESSEN(6621). It was decided that when the Seventh received
the corps order to attack, two of the combat commands would move out along

three different routes down the axis of the AUTOBAHN. The third combat

her of the
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CCM"R" were chosen to make

other two and continue t
the initial assault with CC"B" in reserve. Orders were issued to by=pass
resistance whenever possible and maske every effort to take the bridges
intsct.

Combat Command "A"™ wes to attack astride the AUTOBAHN, capture
LIMBURG, and selze crossings over the LAHN RIVER. It was organized

C. G, 4, into the following task forces:

IF RHE4A IF NEMPLE
23rd Arm'd Inf Bn (-B,G) 17th Tk Bn (-B,C, & D less 1 plat)
C& 1/D 17th Tk Bn B/23rd arm'd Enf Bn
1/4/814th D, Bn 1/4/814th T Bn.
1/B/33rd Arm'd Engr Bn 1/B/33rd Arm'd Engr Bn
1/489th Arm'd FA Bn 1/489th Arm'd FA Bn
48! Trdwy Brdg Co. 24t Trdwy Br

TP KING
B/17th Tk Bn

D/17th Tk Bn (-2 plats)

6/23rd Arm'd Inf Bn

4/814th T Bn (-2 plats)

489th amm'd F4 Bn (-2 btrys)
Combat Command "A" closed in a forward assembly area in the vicinity
of EHLSCHEID (8113) at 223, preparatory to the jump-off.

CC "R" wag given edditional forces and assigned the two northern
routes. It was to protect the division left flank, seize the communi-
cations centems of OBERTEIFENBACH (2706), HECKHOLZHAUSEN (2010),

C. C. R,  NEUNKIRCHEN (2616) and LAGENDERNBAGH (2215), and take
crossings on the LAHN RIVER. At #99F on 25 March, the following attach-

ments were madefto CC"R'":
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C/31st Tk Bn °

A//8th pgrm'd Inf Bn
C/814th TD Bn (-2 plats)
B/87

72 feet Trdwy Br Co

Three task forces formed:

TF BROWN . TF GRIFFIN TF_JORDAN
40th Tk Bn (-4, 2 plats D) 38th Arm'd Inf Bn (-4,B) B/87th Cav Ren Sq (Mecz)
A & B/38th Arm'd Inf Bn 4 & 1/D/40th Tk Bn 1/D/40th Tk Bn
B/814th TD Bn(-1 plat) C/3st Tk Bn ¢/33rd Arm'd Engr Bn(-2 plats)
1/¢/33rd Arm'd Engr Bn" A/48th Amm'd Inf Bn 72 feet Trdwy Br Co

1/B/814th TD Bn
C/814th TD Bn (-2 plats)
1/¢/33rd Arm'd Engr Bn

Combat Command "R" had closed in a new assembly position at NOTSCHEID
(7223) at 2504,

CC "B" was to be the reserve combat command initially. Its troops

were divided as followss

C.C.B,
TF_CHAPPUIS o TF_ERLENBUSCH CC RESERVE
48th Arm'd Inf Bn (-4,B) 31st Tk Bn(-B,C,D) 4/33rd Arm'd Engr Bn
B/3lst Tk Bn B//28th Arm'd Inf Bn (=2 plats)
1/6/814th TD Bn 3/C/214th TD Bn D/31st Tk Bn(~ 1 plat w/tns
1/Plat/A/214th D Bn 1/P1st/A/33rd Arm'd Engr Bn

On the night of 24-25% March, CC"B" crossed the RHINE RIVER and went
into an assembly area near LINZ(6819) . .

Division Artillery had been augmented by the 400th Arm'd FA Bn
(105 SP) and "A" and "3" batteries and one platoon of "C" battery of the

DIVISION ~ 203rd AAA Bn. The 400th was formed into a group with the
ARTIIIERY
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attached to CC"R" when thi the firing
positions of Division Artillery in the vicinity of WILLROTH. The 489th
was attached to CC"A" and the 434th w,as held in general supporf und;r the
control of Division Artillery. At 120@ on 25 March, the 987th Arm'd FA Bn
(155 Gun SP) wes attached to the division. However, as plans were com=-
p.leted for the attack already,it was evident that the 987th would have
difficulty in joining the division before it shoved off, So it was de-
cided that the Seventh would do without them unless a situation devel-
oped in which additional artillery was needed.

The Seventh jumped off at ¢ on 26 March. Once otr forces were
through the thin crust of enemy ringing‘the bridgehead, opp'os:lision was

26 MARCH offered only at scattered podnts. The town of DIERDORF
(941’% off the AUTOBAHN, was fanatically defended, and the town
itself prese'n‘bed a serious obstacle to our taﬁks as our own bombing
had filled the streets with rubtle making them quite impassable. Some
three or four hours of bitter fiéhting,took place here. Otherwise, the
main trouble eﬁwuntemd by our troops was a series of demolitions car-
ried out on the AU'IbBAHN along the way to LIMBURG ythe initial objective.
However, thesé were not particubrly well defended,and our troops were
able to make rapid progress until halted to change the direction of
their attack. During the course of the fighting on 26 March, one of
the forces of the division, TF BROWN of CC"R", ran into the rear of
the columns of German tmopé retreating from the RHINE sector and did

an immeasurable amount of demage. It was estimated by seversl observers

14 AUG 1945




that there was enough equip : Yy outfit two German
divisions. Numerous positions were overrun, and the number of nrisoners
teken was very large. Their indentification was an OB headache. A sample
message read: "Have 69 prisoners, 31 units identified.® The westher was
cool and partly cloudy with intermittent showers.

) On the 26th of Merch at @42f, CC"am attscked through the 99th Inf
Div and pushed forward over 25 miles against light to moderate resistance.
Driving with speed, carrying out the order to by-pass, encircle, ~ush,
they moved rapidly down the AUTOBAEN towards the objective, LIVBURG.

conan ATTAGK§ Nearly every over=pass and bridge on this smooth-

flowing super highway had been blown by the eremy forcing the column to
by-pass the great piles of shattered concrete barring the way . By 15¢¢
the head of the column had reached MONTABAUR (0703) where contsct was
made with the 9th Armored Division. At this time, the advance was halted,
the combat command forces were regrouped, and preparations were made to
move to the new objective=-=bridgeheads across the DILL RIVER at
EHRINGSHSN(4523), WERDORF (4222) and ASSLAR (5721).

CC"R" moved from their assembly position at F¥¥ attacking through
the 9th and 99%h Inf Divs with two task forces abreast. TF BROWN under

CCUR" ATTAGKS Lt.Col.JOHN C. BROWN crossed the IP (VETTLECHASS) (7225)
at/P2¢ and attacking from a march column, had reached DIERDORF (9417) vy
779 . Here, the tanks could not enter the town because of the debris and
the great craters in +the streets. Nor was it possible to by-pass close
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OWIT ang covered by anti-tank

fire. A small foree under MAJOR EMERSON 7WOLFE, Executive Officer of the 40th,

by as the bridge over the

was

was detached and a crossing of the HOLZ at WIZNAU was effected. By 1709,
the entire force had by-passed the town. After bresking the crust, TF BROWN
travelled at such great spsed that it overtook the rear of a retreating
enemy column, catching them completely off guerd. Large concentrations of
German troops were trapped in bivousac and encouraged by a little machine-
gun fire, they flocked out to surrender. One Mark' V and two Mark VI tanks,
five 75mm SP guns, I00 motor transport, five 150mm guns, six 105mm guns,
fifteen 240mm fFuns, eleven 88mm ApA guns, two 82mm SP guns and over 100 horse-
drawn vehicles were emong the wreckare left strewn along the roeds. Many more
vehicles ocould Be seen sbandoned in the pine-woods off the highway---their
drivers having fled. By 17@@ TF BROWN hed taken both itg obiect ives0ER-
TIEFENBACH (2809) and HRCKH LZHAUSEN ( 3010). Meanwhile, the other CC"R™
task force , TF GRIFFIN crossed the VITILESCHASS IP at #245 and attacking
from a march column made rapid steady progress all day. By 1835, they closed
into bivouac at ATLERTGHEN .
Because of g change in the corps boundery, the direction of onr attack

ves shifted from east to northeast. At 14g¥ on 26 March TF CRIFFIN had

CHANGE changed the direction of its attack and at 19¢¢ TF 3rOWN

IN PLANS
did likewise. CC "AM with LIVBURG 8s an objective, also had to be di-
verted es this town now fell in the grea of the edjacent corps. At 2A183g
new Division Operaticng Instructiors ware sent ovt., The Seventh Armored

was to secure crossings on the DILL RIVER and then establish local inter-

rther téEsInkaed fﬁagdly elements both
Dowagreded Auth: TAG  WiHe ™!
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to the north ang south, Cesem——-

resistarce was hroken by columns thgt by=passed the main groups, forcing

them  to surrender or be cut off, On the south of the «divigion sector,

across the LAHN RIVER ang sorie anti-tank fire fell on the roads taken
by our columns in remching the DILL RIVER, This river was reached ang
crossed in strength againgst minor resistance, There was no artillery fire
received during the period snd no grmor was active againgt the division.
Vast numbers of slave-laborers and POWr g, Russians, Poles, French, Yugo-
slavs and othersg were being set free by our drive and gg motley a col-
lection of uniforms ag imaginsble congregeted in the little village
Squares to cheer our men, ‘The Germans, for the most part, stayed indoors
and peered out the Windc;ws, torn between fear ang curiowsity. The weather
was partly cloudy with occasional rain, but the temperature remained mild,
In the early morning of 27 March cCnan contimied the attgelk in their
Zone edvancin g during the day un to 15 miles. They seized and secured
C. C. 4, crossings over the DILL RIVER at 4osLAR (5122) and HRRWANN-
STEIN (5320) and by the end of the periog #oTe prevaring to continue the
attack east and northeast to capture GIZSSEN. The Plen was for TF WELPLE
to ettack successive objectiveg between WETZL4R and GIESSEN and to protect
e e |
14 AUG 1945 »
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'the axis of advance as TF » GIESSEN

from  the west. TF KING was to enter GIESSEN from the south,

During the night of 27-2March, Gol. WILLAY S. TRIPLET, Commanding
Officer of Combat Command "A" was wounded when his vehicle was “it by

CC man an enemy enti-tank gun. Despite a harrowing night spent

COMi' ANDER

#OUNDED in fighting off the attempts of two German soldiers to
take him prisoner and in finding his way back to his CP salone and on
foot, he remaj.ned in the field the following day, directing his command' s
operations in the taking of GIESSEN. He was then evacuated and replaced
by Col. ANDREW J. ADAMS.

CC"R" continued the attack in its zone, meking an advance of 18

miles. TF GRIFFIN secured crossings of the DILL RIVER at SINN (4229) and

CC"R" EDINGEN (2126) and TF BROWN secured one at KATZENFURT(2424) .

&

n—

conpn Plans were now made to continue east and seize crossings of
the LAHN RIVER at BELLNHAUSEN(6935), ROTH (6933) and NEIDER TWEIMER(7041) .,
CC"B" remained in Division Reserve displacing forward to‘assembly areas of; |
the west side of the ULM RIVER.

On 28 March our forces moving up to and across the LAHN RIVER from
generally south of KIRCHHAIN (8348) to GIESSEN encountered mno great

2 MARCH  difficulties in the northern portion of the zone £ the
south?Eon the approaches to GIESSEN, Combat Command "A"™ ran into the
former anti-aircraft defenses of the city, and here the defense was both
determined and well-coordinated. In the fight for GIESSEN, over 25 flak

guns that had been hastily convested to meet our ground attacks were either
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captured or knocked out. By the end of the perls ’ ops had broken

through the enemy's perimeter defense and were in the town rounding up the
usual large number of prisoners, A congideratide amount of military equip-
ment was found to be cached in GIESSEN'S depots, warehouses, railcars, and
dunps. By the end of the second day the Seventh had overrun the morthern
half of NASSAU, and was ready to turn north in a drive deep into HESSE and
Central GERMANY,

6C"A" in the southern part of the division zohe ran into continual
resistance slong the LAHN RIVER from WETZLAR to GIESSEN. By early afternoon,

GIESSEN tHéy had reached GEESSEN, but it was not to be taken without
a fighz. The first enemy resistance was encountered about two kilometers
west of the town and consigted of S/4 and A/W fire. Overcoming this, it was
discovered that the bridge over the LAHN RIVER was partially demolished and
impassable to vehicles so the attack had to be contimued by the infantry
on foot. Resistence consisted mostly of S/A and 4/W, converted anti-sircraft
guns, bazookas, am*hand grenedes. By 163, the engineers had put in a tresd-
way bridge over the ruins of the old one and the tanks, TD's and halftracks
rolled in to assist the infentry. By midnight enemy resistance, except for
8 few snipers, had folded and 675 prisoners had been taken.

At g9F on 8 March, Col. HASKELL, ComEat Cormander of CC"B", returned
from Division Headquarters with the following order: CC"B" was to march east,

cgnpn seize crossings of the LAHN RIVER north of GIESSEN, and secure
road centers beyond. At FéFF, the head of the column crossed the IP. Resistance
was encountered southeast of RODHEIM in the form of snti-tank guns. This was

by-passed to the north, and ﬁ\ WISSMAR (6627),
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where the advance guard wes fired upon by bazooka men in the cellars. Recon-

naissance to the north and  south of the tovm revealed terrain obstacles
that prevented its being by-passed. Tanks and infantry from TF ERLENBUSCH,
combined with heavy concentrations from the 434th Fa Bn, subdued the town.
Thereafter, TF ERLENBUSEH preceeded °ast again and by WPF had teken both
his objectives., the bridge at (6725) and WILSECK (6824) . TF CHAPPUIS turned
off at WISSMAR and taking a string of small towns on the way, was in ALTEN
BUSECGK by 214#. TF ERLENBUSCH now Passed through TF CHAPPUIS, seized CROSEN
BUSEGK (7225) and closed shop for the night.

TF CHAPPUIS of Combet Command "B hgd the pleasant experience gt
B15¢F of liberating about 300 British officers, including 14 Generals,

IBERATION held prisoner in OFLAG 12B. This German prisoner of war

before the leading elements of the task force reached it. at that time, the
German commander had assembled hig guards, numbering about 100, taken up
all their weapons and turned himself and his men over to the Britigh officers
in formal surrender. ag the rear of the column passed, the Britigh flag
could be geen waving from the enclosure pole.
"CC"R" pressed forward meeting only light resistance and seized crossings
over the LAHN RIVER in its assigned zone. By the afternoon, one task force
CC"R™ 'had captured seversl communicgtions centers 7,000 yards east of
—LAHN  the rifer and the other task force, in spite of stiffer resig-
tance, was rapidly approaching their objectives., Physical contact with 3rd
Armored Division was made at MARBURG at 1339,

—
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On 29 March, the d the north advancing

up to 13 miles and reaéhing the general line KIRCHHAIN(8348) - BURGEIN(7651)
29_MARCH with advance elements as far north as BRAGHT (7858) . The
Sevei%iEmet with some definitely coordinated defenses around the city of
KIRCHHAIN. A unit newly arrived from DENMARK (166th Inf Div) was identi-
fied in the KIRCHHAIN sector, and becsuse they still had some semblance
of organization offered more determined resistance than any met with to
date. This, however, did not Belp them much as they were troops of a very
inferior quality who in the current crisis had been upgraded from train-
ing to infantry division and promptly shipped out of DEMMARK to the Western
Front. They had only one officer per comveny and one experienced man (
platoan leader) per platoon, A1l but four men per company were in the 18-
year-age bracket, However, the town had actually to be stormed and fought
over thoroughly before the garrison gave up the struggle. The Luftwaffe
was exbremely active over the diviéion zone during the day. The weather
remained cool and cloudy yith little squalls of rain at odg intervals,
Towards the end of the day on 22 March, instructiong had been given
to all elements of the division to assemble in a peneral area north of
MARBURG prepared to attack north end northeast. Operations Instructions
were received the morning of the 29th to attack to the north and seize
the dembnd crossings of the EDER RIVER. For thig operation GG"RM was
given two routes of advance on the left (west) flank leeding to crossings

over the EDER. (Combat Command "B" had the mission of attacking on the

+the
right and seizing the dam and bridges across the river in 48 general
REST- . 7o
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‘vieinity negr the dam. The 87th Cav Ren Sq Wecz) 7as relieved of itg pre-

vious assignment of guarding the divisiontg prisoners sng given a new one
of protecting the Seventh! g right f1ank by blocking the main avenueg of

attack into the division Zone. CCMAM ywas retained in Teserve and was to

The morning of the 29th g11 elements of the division, with the ex-
ception of CCMRM mgde Tréconmaissance angd begap moving to the new assembly
SSEMBLY area north of MARBURG in order to attgck north ;?f the EDER
—AREA
SEE DAM and the EDER RIVER. g CChpmt g assembly area had not bsen cleared,
this combat command left the evening of the 28th to liquidate any resistance

éncountered there. At @43 on 29 March, GC mgm launched its attack to se cure

and MARBURG, Meeting only Scattered resistance they were ahle to occupy
the center ang southern portion of this area by go3,
TF BROWN struck directly at KIRCHHAIN mut the town proved to be heavily
defended by approximately 700 men of the 66lst Inf Regt.,166 Inf Diy, The
KIRCHHATN bridge approaching the town had heen mineg and was covereq
by heavy mortar fire and by amgll arms fire from deep foxholes, The amall
arms fire was silenéed by the tanksg while the artillery pounded the heavy
mortsrs. The town wag then set on fire by white phosphorus coneentrations,
In the ensuing confusion, the 'infantry establighed g bridgehead over the
stream and the engineers cleared the bridge. Even though the task force was

now  well in the tomn, the enemy chose to defend it to the last, and 1t

ry house. TF BEATTY was attacheqd
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By 16¢¢ TR BEATTY had completed an envelopment Trom The north ang hed en-

tered the northern f‘ringeﬂof the town. Meanwhile CC "B" had arrived at a
point just south of KIRCHHAIN and as the troops of TAF BROWN were still
fighting in the town, #he operational control of these troops passed to
CC"B" by verbal order of the Division Commander, There wasqfurther under-
standing that once KIRCHHAIN was captured, TF BROWN would revert to CGnRn,
move west into CCnRritg sector,leaving TF BEATTY attached to CC"BM, One
task force of both CC"BM and CCMR" then by-passed the town and éttacked
north against stiffening enemy resistance, while the other task forces
were left to clear it. KIRCHHAIN was entirely in the Seventh!s hsands by
2918¢¢ and at thisg time, TF BROWN was relieved and moved out to rejoin CCHR",
CC"B" was ordered to outpost the town for the night and continue the march
at first light on 30 March. X
CC"AM was relieved by 394th Inf Regt., in GIESSEN st 1807 and shortly
after moved to their new assembly area neer LIEDENHOFER in task force for-
ccnan mation. Some resistance in the form of an enemy roed block on
the edge of a small woods near WERMERTSHAUSEN was encountered, but it was
swiftly overcome, and CC"A" closed in bivousc by 19¢¢.
On 30 March, the Seventh Armored advan'oed 25 miles to the EDER RIVER,
seized crossings and secured the EDER DaM, Little difficulty was met until
MARCH the dam site itself was reached. The dam was defended by
GENERAL
elaborate anti-aircraft positions strategically located on the surrounding
hills, but the AA& weapons were quickly traversed to meet the threat of

our advesncing columns, and engaged them in e brief but furious firefight,

% |
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Our troops auickly storme
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attack, the dam was captu
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the EDER RIVER, In capturing thig objective, the Seventh gained possession
of a dem:'with the largest water cepacity in Burope. Its fifteen turbines
had generated power for a system serving Western Germany from HANOVER
to FRANKFORT-ON-MAIN. In the words of Gol. JOSERH HeSKBIL, CC'"B® GCom-
mander, at g flag raiging ceremony held a short time after the capture

of the dam: "The Seventh Armorsed was given the mission of capturing thig

very difficult overation. But with 1ightning speed ard daring resource-
fulness the dam wasg stormed by our troops and the enemy driven off gso
quickly that he had no chance to wreck or destroy it,m

At PPIIF, CCMBM attacked to the north from the vicinity of KIRCH-
HAIN , marching iq two columns. At LOHBAGH a task force made up of some
§EIZUED of the light tanks,‘ infantry, and engineers of TF

F
ERLENBUSCH, called TR LOHSE, was formed and given the mission of

seizing the dam and putting reconnaissance across the lak; as quickly

a8 possible . However, TP WORFE, under Major EMERSON WLFE, had reached
ROSENTHAL (7964) at #65¢ that morning. At FoPF, they received verbal
instructions from GCmr® to continue on past its present location and
seize the EDER’SEE DAM. The TF encountered numeroug partially prepared
road blocks in the form of deep ditches and logs. The tank dozer was
Placed in the lead andthe road blocks were reduced with a minimum

of dealy. Approaching the dem, leading elements of B/40 were tempora;'j.ly
held up by AA-4/T guns. The Assault Guns and the advance guard battery

of artillery went into position at NEU BRINGHAUSEN (8886) . The ensuing

action was an excellent exsm§le of the coo

o r
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server, Lt. NARVIN GRAFF of the 440th Arm'd Fa

attack, The Artillery air

Bn. spotted two 28mm f1ak guns and three 4Omm flsk guns near the road just
ahead of the advancing column. He radioed this information to the artillery
FD who passed it on to the lead tank, thereby bringing the column to a
halt. Lt. GRAFF then asked the advance guard battery, uC" of the 440th, to
go into position., In two mimites, the first round of the adjustment was
on the way, and after a two round adjustment, the battery was brought in
and the 88'5 sflenced. Shifting to 4Omm flgak prositions, time fire was used
with devestating effect. The smmunition exploded in the guns pits and the
crews were either seriously injured or killed outrighy. From the time the
guns were first spotted till they‘were destroved a little under ten minutes
had elapsed. Preceding on, TF WOLFE seized *he dam at 1334 and 3 bridge below
it.. They then crossed the river with tanks and infantry and established a
bridgehead on its north banks. At the end of the day, the south bank of the
EDEZR SEE was in our hands, CC"B" to the east and GCMRM to the west. Qut-
posts were already established on its far side,

The last day of the Qonth found the division remaining in the same
general area south of the EDER DaM. Defensive positions were esteblished

11 4R3CH and civiliar control enforced throughout the division

zone. The men were glad for a breather., To most, the past few Jdays
had recslled memories of the sweep through FRANCE in August, 1944. The
Divisior hsd gone over 106 miles in four days. It was now in H:SSE
where long ago, KING GEORGE III h:d recruited his mercensries and where

only yesterdcr, HITLER had recruited his finest Legions. It was an old

score and there was ples

. closed this account
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the division eou].—"'n‘o‘w'tmr'rrs‘ayes west

T .

- to 1ts omn satisfaction,

to the fingl phases of what General EISE'HOER was +o cgll N"The

Battle of the RUHR

For the Commanding General:

e e,

Monel G.8.cC,

Chief of Staff
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ADMINISTRATIVE AND STATISTICAL SUMMARY
The Seventh Armored Division was attached to three Corps in the

First U.S.Amy during the month of March, 1945, It was under the com-
mand of the V Corps until 7 March. Then it was transferred to III Corps,
under whose control it remained till the end of the period except for
12 hours (1924¢@-20120¢ March) when it was attached to VII Corps.

There were some cheanges in command within the division during
the perliod. On 7 Merch, Maj. FRANK P, ERESCH, was succeeded as Judge
Advocate, by Maj. JOHN R. PARKINSON, Col., WILLIAM S, TRIPLET, Combat
Command "A" Commander was wounded and evacuated, on 28 March. Col.
ANDREW J. ADAMS, was transferred from Division Trains Commander to
the command of Combat Command "A" on the same date. From 19-23 March,
Col. FRANCIS P. TOMPKINS was in command of the division while Maj.
Gen. ROBERT W. HASBROUCK was in ENGLAND,

The personnel casualties of the division and attached units

for the month are as followss

Killed and Died of Woundg=======ce=e== 39
Wounded in Actione====c--c-ccccccacca- 169
Injured in Action==-===c-ceccccccccnccas 8
Missing in Action====-ecceccccmaacaono 63
Non-Battle Casualties==-===cccccecau- 407

For statistics on enemy losses see APPENDIX III, G-2 Notes.
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APPENDIX II

C-0-P-Y

HEADQU ARTERS V CORPS
AP0 305
Office of the Commanding General

12 March 1945
SUBJECT: Commendation

0 : Commanding General, 7th Armored Division, APO 257, U. S. Army.

1. Upon the relief of the 7th Armored Division from sttachment to
the V Corps, I desire to express my personal thanks and apprecistion to
all members of your organization for the highly efficient and cooperative
manner in which they functioned while serving under my command.

2. Your artillery was called upon to reinforce the fires# of the
78th Infantry Division. Your Combat Command "R" was attached to that
division and supported the 309th Infantry Regimentel Combat Team in the
capture of Kommerscheidt on 7 February 1945. The wholehearted and ener=
getic manner in which nearly a third of your command participated in the
maintenance of roads in the First U, S. Amy area, when the results of an
early spring thaw threatened to render them useless, was_an outstanding

example of the esprit de ocorps and sodidarity which pervades the United
States Army. 4

3. My personal thanks and best wishes go with each and every one
of you.

/s/ C. R. Huebner

/t/ C. R, HUEBNER,
Major Gen., U.S.Amy,
Commanding., .
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. G=2 r&s (1 Mare_ﬁ - "3,1? March_ %)
| Ho eround contaet with the enemy wae made by troops of the Biv‘
sion unqer Division centrel before Hareh g On that date, troops we;

'dispatcned on the mission of - cleaaing a portion of the ‘area between
ROER and the RHIKE.Rivers, genarii kﬂenth“*‘ ﬁ@ﬂﬁ and»te;j st

the RENAGGEI‘ bridgehead. Lentact was 1igh ) al ’lﬁhe defenses

»eomoletoly breken by troops already having passes threugh th@
the banﬁs of ‘the RHINE Rivar were gained almest:w;ﬁpeut mekiag
The units contacted were . already badly decimated, ®ither thr 1g :

. losses dr turouvh escaoe to the East bank of the river, The;sﬁfﬁaa;eqv

‘iprisoneﬂa into the cages was extreme - the flow 1ncreasing asﬁ ur trbﬁps 45
| edVanced to fhe banks of the RPINE and denied the enemy ahy wny~5£

cape. The units represented were many and varied, represent ive o
most of ‘the units that had at one time or another neld more.@r lcls

firm defensive vositions to the Bast of the 'ROER River.

: hé only aggressive action undergaken by the enemy during the
period Was an abortive attack in- the general area -of SxALAG VI, te the
southieast of FOUI by an estiﬁated 150 troopns, atiemnting to reach the,,4
RUILE and escape. The'se attempts were easily coatainea, and most of

*he trodns were processes through the PW cages before the endnef»ﬁke : .

| On{march 9y the Divisioﬂ completedithe OCcupatioh of the‘banké bfe
the RIINE in the sector assigned, andlfdr-the acst part, the occupation,
per se, characterized the action Dart101nated in by the troops of the
Div151>n for tw? next few weeks. inere was aimOSt 1o eneny activity nated
on the friendly side of txe river during the werlod, but numerous sivnt-
ings of the enemy were made on the opposite silore ai the river - the.

enemy oullin~ Lack to the northward anc preparing defense against the
sdvance |d>f tie friendly troops from the north shoulder of the AE.AGGEN .

|
!
j
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tricieliead. Saveral !?‘ces oL enei, ~oualnrant wg cestroyed by fire

- 1 o o

on the oprogite siore, wol U nunber of

4

Caven during the

S
SITAEO0ers

nerind (7r11“1_lj those: that had been lelt bLenind Ly tl tstreat’ng

T

forces) nviidared 18, exclusive of the nwibers taken»u; the infantry
Rezineiits voriing under Division Logﬁrol in the occupation of the river
bank. |

Frd- tle 9th of iarch to the 17th, no activity of any importance
took pléce‘in the Division sector. %here vas occasional shelling of
area on 'ths West side of- the River from thoce 0031t10ns that were still
held by the ewemy on the op‘osiue siore, but most of thls was of a
harassing nature. Patrols on tne river line were occasionally fired
on by enemy small arms, and there was a counstant o@serVation of move-
mant and prepzaration of the enemy on the opposite side of the river.
The activities of t}e Gernan population in the Division sector was for
the 10st rart, and tlie greatest botlier was occasioned by prdblemsifni
volving the screeninz of the civil population for lilitary Government 
assignmdnts. it'might be zenerally said that the enemy, as far as
paséiveéwaffarefwhs concerned, was inactive within the sector.

‘Countefintélli»ence agencies were more than occuoied in taking
care of 'the civil nopulation, and in the process of screening the popﬁ-
lus, many prisoners were turned up, these sOldiers having deserted tha

armned ”érces to escape duty or were discovered ky in their homes, beiﬂ!

" eaught here on fuzlough, etc. Not a day passed that some nrisoners

.

were turned over/the Division Pid enclosure. | AT
On'larch 17, the Division felt, to a minor degree, the éne’myi's'A i
V-attempt to lijuidate the bridgehead, receiving in the Di\f;.sic;ﬁ u., "
several lof the V-2 missiles that thé‘enemy Eent‘in from the'Nbrth%'
destroy (or attempt to destroy) the bridgehead. A great deal of

damage was Cone by the missiles, but fortunately, all of it was Qﬁﬁ i




;’f;Division?area,

BRGT
>

g"&it‘;‘.sive of*miiitalfy‘megrial'and oersonel. The Qmpaign was short-
: lived; énd not more than -a half-dozen projectiles crashed in the
R The 18th and l9th of lLlarch passed without wnusual incident. Aagain
.'the trodps of the Div1sion were spectators of 'thé battle rdvlng on the
'.opposité shore of’ the river, watCMLng the enemy being pushed northward
in the ﬁrocess of the expansion of the REIAGGEN br;dgehead. There was
a little‘artillery fire'recorded in the Division area,'and a‘sfeat Ceal
of activity was neted‘acrOSS the riVer, but still there was notking of
any congequence happening ln the area OCChpled by the D1v151on ‘troops.
The only t.ing that amounted to more than a passing thought was the
occasional 1nterdictory artillery fire that fell on the roads in the
sector,' This was neither effective nor intense, and for the most part
was of light ‘caliber. _
~ On'Karch 20, the first conclusive evidence of t&e enemy's attempts

‘o organize forces to the rear of the front.line came to 11&ht with the
arrest of several members of the HUITLER JUGELD was made by CIC person-
nel in 'AD GODESEURG. <Lhese joungsters ha¢ been left behind by the
German forces for the nurpose of committing such acts of sabotage as
possible, but’were appretiended before the committument of a sinzle hos-
¢cile act. They Were equipped with elaborate derolitions kits that had
- been buried, and were evidently prepared to do their work efficiently.
Lheir training had been inadequate, but there was a servlance of organi-
zation, and it appeared that tuere was a delinite ergunlzatl)n of the
youths on the West bank of the RHIVE.

Cther than the above break in the monotony of activity in the Divi-
sion sector, there was no activity recorded until -the Division moved

across the RHIE River into the bridgehead area on 24 ikrch. True,
troops along the river were constant observers of the activit ies on
-3 - 56
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‘ﬁw;hdtwasn. The only extensive system cf obstacles to be foreseen was the:
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the opnosite éhorelli 4 and an occasional round’ artillery fell in
areas occupied, but bj larch 24, all of ihe srea along tie river occu-
pied by the Division was covered by the advance of troops on tue far
sliore. 'Little activity wes visible to our troops pricr to or after
this veriod. |

Prior to 26 ﬂardh, when the Division attacked to the Bast through
frienal} Infantry formatlons on the fringe of the bridgenead, the Cis=-
positiods of the enemy forces on the current ;ront were ialrly well
tied down, anc the job confronting the Division was stu01eu with this
information and the terrain and trends of past activities in mind. It
appeared that the maaor enemy elements forming the barrler to future
advances to the east were composed of what was left of the 326 VG
Division, the 11 Pz Division, the 277 VG Division, and the 5 Parachute
Division, which was reported to have been reforming in the LIMEURG area
to the southeast of -the present area being occupied by troops, other
than thd above, had been forced bo either the north or the south of the
Bridgehead.by the aggressiveness of friehdly forces —.the>majority evi-
dently having moved to the north to or'neap‘the SIEG River, from which
area they were offer1ng stubborn resistance against all efforts. JThere
: had beeht few perﬁanenﬁ derensive . works encounteréd by the 9th and 99fh
Infantry Divisians, through ‘which the Division‘was to pass in the attackn
to the Bast, nor had there been any armor other than single tanks or
1iassau1t guns reported for a snort period before the Division was. to

;5jattack._ Few mines had ‘been reported, and road blocks were few and far

jﬁd‘mglitions program hat had been rather effectively carried out along

i




the. aUTOE AR to. the S]*" the. ared now under frie‘.y control. There

-

was an apparent shortage of combat Uersonnel under the control of the
Division s forming the defen51ve crust around ‘the eastern porticn of the

brldwehéad ares.,

The Division Jumped off at O%00 .on 26 lMarch on’an attack that carried"
it in devious directlons, alrost without a halt to the EDER DAu over
a route that rneasured sver 140 kilometers.- all accomblished?by mid-'
afternoon on Harch 30.. The attack (or series of correlated attacks)
involved the cvossing of the DILL, LAYl and EDER T Rivers, aid was made
tnrovvn a course of three distinct changes in direction., 1he destruc-~
tion wrought auG the number of srisoners taken in tiils drive far ex-
ceeded all that had been accomplished in the months of previous combat
conbined ‘ues1stance varied fruu woderdte to neglible along the route.
Prlmarlly, the resistance that was offered cane from'hastily ofganized
remnants of the combat Liits that nad once held the frince of the'First
US army bridgebead over the RIINE diver, and from units tbat had been,
0rev17usly engaged in qntl-aircraft defense of rear areas, ancé units
that had Lsen rought in quickly from fields afar to stem the tide of
the 4111248 aclvances into the nheart 6f the Fatherland. The bressure was

o zreat on so gfeat a Iront that the enemy was unale to concentrate
his forces for a najor stand at .y one 2lace, and such efforts as he
was able to vring to o an effective‘béaring were.made Ly what troops there
Were on the zround. Lle sheed Oof our advance was s great that many of

the Lridges .er: cantured ihtac£, reioving .the streans in the zone of
action Iron the classification of serious obstacles.

e eneily's defense wus charactoristically thaf 2f defeading iso-
lated Hoiits that wore of more op less irportance t, our advance -
princijally touns, vhere XEXRE troops could be quicikly congregated and

supplied; or ulong the routes of our acdvance. SR "ﬁ;

.R; i f .
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- On imrch 20, snce our rorces were throuz ths crust of the
bridgehead defen&ing force, oppdsition wes offered aly at scattered
points. +4e toun of JDILIDIRT was fanaticaiiy defended, and the town
itself rresented a serinus obstacle becuuse of the fagt that our. own
bémbing nad strewn the streets with'rubble that nace ﬁhe streets im-
passalle. wore three or four hours of bitter fighting took pldce in
this toun. Ctherwise, thiz Lasic troulle encauntnred by our troops vas
foﬁad in ths gsaries of Zdevnlitions effected on tae AUIC ALY on the way
to LIIIURG, the initially wssigned objective. These were not particu-
iarly well defended, ALC out troops were uile to naize rather rapid
crozress until they were ualtnd to change direction of attack.

It was Curing the course of the rizhting on 246 llarch that one of
the Zorces of tlie.Division moving to tlie SE toward LIL1URG ran into ‘
the tails of the columns of troops retreating from the RII'E sector and
did an immeasurable amount of danuage. It was estimated by several ob-
servers that there was enough equipment destroyed to completvly outfit
two German divisions. Numerous positions were overrun, and the number
of prisoners taken reached astrononical figures. |

The uhits represented among the prisoners taken were numerous: -
too numérous, as a matter of fact, to mean anythihg as far as any -
organizétion Was concerned. 272 VG; 277 VG, 11 Pz, 26 VG Divisions
yielded nrisoners, as well as did numerous non-divisional units and'ﬁore
rear echelon and line of cormunication troops than interrogation pgr;

“.
sonnel c¢ould process.

lareh 27 saw mucgh the same sdrt of fighting as on the previoué

day - scattered pockets of i1solated troops that offered tokan resistance

or 13t57: ot 002, ew? surrendered in great numbers. The greatest

bother cane fron scattered groups that utilized small arms. fife and.
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broken by ccluins that by-passed t-e mein £roups, «li surrender ordi-
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narily rollowed. Cn the Soutih of the Division sectdr, sore siall arms
fire and entl-tank fire was Cclivered on wr troorps fror acroyss the Lokl
River, un sore antl-tenk fire was delivered »n routes thet our colvmns
took in reaciiing the DILL River, which was reached sid crossed in
strength against rinor resistance. There was virtually no artillery
fire roceived during the perind; uwll that wae received was Tronm light
caliber neayons. 20 arLor was active agi‘nst the Division, Lut several
siagle tanlis and assault ruas vere seen on the east sice of .ths DILL
River during the late alteranon. In acdition, air observation revealed
two coucentruations of vehicles curing the ceriod, one to the immediate
East of Division positious, and th= bther well to the south. Toth vere
sizeable concentratidns, and both cuused sone ccrcernl Later develop-
ments, however, rcvealed that these Iforces were evidently rwstering to
effect d more speedy withdrawal from the battle area, for they made no
appéaraﬁce on tlie Division front in such strength on the fullowing days.
The identifications of the prisoners taken during the day (which |
totalled more than 2000) ran in the same varied vein as on the nrevious
~ay, with several divisions belng represented, nlus mlscellaneOUS units
of less' than divisional strength - and more service elements than could
be conveniently handled by eyacuation processes. , _ !
On March 28, our forces moving to and across the LALN River fron
generally south of KIRCHLAIN to GEISoEn epcountered no material diffi-
culty id the northern portion of the Division sector, but in the south,
~on the approaches to GIESSEN forces ran 1nto the former anti-aircraft
'ldefenseé of the city, and the defense was both determined and well-co-
ordinated. Our columns, in reaching the outskirts of the city, ran into




"sector. Cue rlune, e« JE-30%, wus o ot dowin in the nidlle of the Jdey.

~r

* continual résistanoe along the LAV River from WETZLAR to the GIESSEN.

Original breakouts fron the positions that had been gained across the
DILL River were rather bitterly contested, as well, by small arms and

bazooka tire. ﬁ -

In 'the fight for GIESSEIT, over 25 Flak guns that had been hastily
converted to form the defense agd@tnst our ground attacks were either
captured or knocked out. By the end of pefiod, our troops had broken
the shell of the perimeter defense and hac gone through the thown,
again »icking up é tremendous number of prisoners.

Tr&ops on 25 larch met with some defiinitely cocrdinated defenses
around the city of “IRculaIL, and a gfeat deal of anti-tank lire in
moving east fron GIESSEN in the general vieility of DEEKTITaCl. & unit,
newly arrived from DEII.ARK (166 Inf Div)vWas identilied 1w the IIIRCL-

. ) !
IAIL sector, end offered nore deteriined resistamce (only lecausz »>f
sone seﬁblance'of coordination) tlan had lLeen offered during the attack
to date. The town actually had to be storred .l fought over throuchly
before tue garrison gave up the strugsle. Otherwise in the Diyision
sector, tre same rlscelldnmous toll of prisoners was noted, with little
or no resistance beigg offered except fron oceasional diehards wic
offered token resistance before _iving therselves up. Some w! D occu-
pied vi¢lage stronvoo nts offerecd deterrired resistence until their
positions were storned over by our advuance colunns,

Enemy alr was erxtremely active over tle Division sector cduring the
day,'jarticularly towards last liznht of dey, thoush few Lostils acts
were redorted Dy ths troo- s on tho cround. .ost of the activities of

the Lultwalle were Jdirected at e tensive recuiieisseiice 2F the Livieion

4 ] 1
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Troops of the Division adveiced Uo the ELIR River, zad secured the

RESTRICTED




ﬁDER Dam with little difficulty until the dam site itself was reacheds
A little sniper lire was encountered by leadin~ elements, and occasional

bazooka fire was placed on columns, but generally speaking, no resistance‘

of an organized nature was run into by the Division until the dam Was‘

reached. ' o - Y o 8 ',3f s ;Qﬁ
Prd’tect’ion of the EDER DA had been e‘st‘ablisheé 'pfiezariiy with the
view of nrotectlcu fron air attakks, but the weapons being utilized for' f;
this nurpose were quickly traversed to meet our advancing columns,'and ‘f
ngaged tber in a brief but furious firefight Our troops scored.their

succesg;by quickly storning the weapons nositions, and following the' i

~speed of thie advance and the attack, the dam was captured intact, as
were nuuerous bLridges over the EDER River in the vicinity. The short

but fmrious Lattle netted the Division something like 600 pfisoners‘ahd

about 100 killed and weunded, plus several weapons captured and more
destroyéd. | ;

after the Division settled albng tﬁe shored of the EDER lake, after
having cantured the dar-and the several bridges in the‘aréa, little
aetivity was evidenced by the enemy, except the occasional sbnearance
of':tra“;7°rs foruutions - soue of whom en g zed our trog9ns in limited -
fireflfhtg, sthers of whoit svrrendered without a fight. The main in-
terest, becinning with‘tke omnlete.eccuoation of'the Division objee¥
tive and carrying throuzh the end of the month, was the threat that
mounted fro- the west - from the eneny forces that hdo been poclleted by
Lne e101rcling activitiss Of the friendly trooos Hoth to the north and
the south.  The concern was ceatered around the fact that there were
sufficient forces in she pocket to create a foriidable defense, and
moreover, a. rorce capable of najor att.upts to uake Lreeks Ior the
non-ochpied areas to tle east oflthe corridor that nad besn driven to

. . \ . " b . " - .
th orth b the forces to Lot the right and left of the Divisions
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+drive, ~{here were [revalent rurnnrs to tle effect that two of the najor
Dorrttl 5 in She dc¥et to 1aediste vest of the Divisisn sector.

wold ke ¢ concerted affort to bregll dut to the east - Nanely, 130 Pz

Pz Orcnadier Divisions. this inrorratisn came from various

i

Serces, the prime one am)uv them, statements of bPrisoners thuat were

and 2

- N

cgptured from the Divisions. This mountinv threat -n the flank of ‘the

Division oceupied the tlouvhts of all concerned as the month came to an

end - ov there was certainly evyery reyson to helieve that the forcesf»
50 cut Oif from the inner anl still unoceupied Germany would attempt,

at,one time or wnotner, s nake their break for freedom (%)

s F T

(HGTE: 4s supplenent to these notes, there 1s appended a breakdowﬂ
of ‘the casuclties inflicted on the enemy on the drive ffrom the bridge~;“
hezd area east nf tha RHINE Rivar to the HDE? DAM, COVerlng the oeriod
fron 26 'to 20 ‘larch 194%) R ‘
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BNt GK&TE& The abova figures do not 1nc1ude as estimated 500 prisoners
that:we§a turned’ over to Infantry Divisions, nor does 1t include the medi—

 pal @taffs or the patlents: of 4 Germal Lili%ary ”ospitals that Were left

nnd as the Division adVanced i ,

'g“ '&1 y pes} were desﬁroyed 2 MV anks captureé@)
p:'ﬁw' Half-tracked -Vehicles destrayed -9,
) =£ Hotaor Transports 595 destroyed, 13 captureﬁ.
.~ Horse-drawn Transports 102 destroyed.
'»m~:r& - Dégtroyed - 75mm = 9. : ' :
. ‘: 5 o 105mm "‘3Qo
- 150mm - 5.
170mn & 240mm -25-
SP 75&11!1 - f—o i . \
- SP 105mm - 5.
16" RR - 2 captured.

.- ... _Destroyed Captured
; IR ngm, R ' . 4 _
s, C 47mm -
i ' k ’7gmm 1 63 .
| S DL 9

~ 105mm o A 3
One ﬁE-lOg ‘destroyed; two bl-motored Lombers captured.
S (a1 dverrun'and;captured)

1

'6 “R cars of miscellaneous military equipment,
?l RR cars.of ammunition (all calibers

military hospita 1ls (comnlete with ekuionent)
One ammunition dump (411l calibers of. ariunition,)
Underground ;unitions Tactory (with 2300 gallons >f fuel)

4 wagon-loads of miscellaneous military e ulpment,

One storeroom ~f miscellaneous Chemical Warfare equlﬁmert.
One storehouse of Gerican il naveeial (utensils and ‘lgnﬂeus)
One gtorehouse of miscellaneous Signal equlpment. .
Searchlights and range-finding e vlhment (1 vattery)
Une'stimated amoumts of abandoned personsl equipment and wea“?ns,
plus phenominal amounts of wilitary enulonent ubaadored 1J tae
Germans- in the varicus towns not occunied after capture Ly the
Div1sion-
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JOURNALS AND MESSAGES

REPORTS AND ORDERS

'G=1 Journal .
*G=2 Journal and Messages,
'G-3 Journal end Messages.
G-4 Journal and Messages,

. G=-2 Periodic Reports.

- G=3 Periodic Reports.
~Operations Instructions. -
+General Orders,

Combat Command A U

Combat Command wB®

Combat Commend Reserve

7th Armored Division Artillery
7th Armored Division Traings ,

23rd Armored Infantry Battalion

17th Tank Battalion
3lst Tank Battalion
40th Tank Battalion

33rd Ar-om Engineer Battalion
77th Medical Battalion (Amnd)

400th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

. 87th Cavelry Reconneissence Squedron, Mechanized
129th Ordnance Maintenance Battalion

147th armored Signal Company C
203rd AL Mto Wespons Battalion (8P) (attached)
814th Tank Destroyer Battalion (8P) (attaoched)

(Attachod)

P

THE AFTER Acmgaym's AND SUPPORTING DO
AND OVERLAYS, ETG7,) OF THE FOLLOWING COMPONENT AND ATTA
7TH ARMORED DIVISION: ‘ '

CUMENTS (JOURNALS,
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