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THE RUHR FQCKET

Toon learning thet the Seventh Armored Divigion was tc be committad
in oparations apainst the RUHR pocket, a vocket formed bv the function
of the Tirst and ¥inth Armies at "APEFTNN, inte-est was shiftod whole=

SUMEARY heartadly to this sector. The scens of the rrestast smount
of enerpgetic sctivity by the enci-~cled eremy foroces had “aen on the asst
side of the pocket, where several form-tions, including the 13'th 'z, Lahr
Div., 116th Pz Div,, and supporting infantry divisions hed baan gsthered
for sn sttempted breskout where the encircling forces were weskest. "ati-

rmates, mor: or less conourrent with the divisicn's employrent, put the

Cerman forces at about 150,000, The enemy supply situstion wes expectad
to be relstively good, partieculerly in the line of munitions an® vehi-
cles, for the pocket cenitersd on the grest RUHR industriel district which
had lons sustained the Germsn war effort, Food eurplies were unkmown
tat se much of YESTPHALIA wes under cultivation, for the militery st leass*,
1t was helieved to be fairly good.

The division closed in the new sssembly ares in the HALI FNHLRG(628()-
MEDRRACH(68%9) ragion on 4 April and begen preparstions to sttsck nothvest

PAT in the corps sone. Two platoons of A/27th Cav Pon Sq

Mess ., were detachod from Combat Cormande "R* and "R® respectively and at-
tached to Division Trains et FEf, The 400th and 440th Ama'D Fa Bettaelirne
were released from Combat Command "R* st 13¥ when that command closed ‘nto
the sseemhly gras, and rutm'n?d to the control of Division Artille.-y,
C. & 1/F/87¢h Cav Ren £q Mocs.,a:u returned to Squedron control from Comhet
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C
ommand "' % at #e@f. Division Trains wes given edded n~~tection by

the attachment of D/203rd A4A Bn at 15¢/. Com»g* Co~vand """ wp re-
inforced Yy *he e-tschment o” 3/F°5tr Inf agt., st J/oFF.

Fleld Order s, 17 waz fsmed the night of 4 2-ril, Tn cera=al,
the Pirst !, S, irmy was t~ attsck without delsy with 1tg “VI7I =rd

) A9 117 Corps tc cleer the preg held by the Lerrans south o7

the RUHE IVER in t'e First Arey 2cne, The ITI Corps vss to atiasck to
the northwest on 5 April to cleer the L:NME “IV'R on the south and the
'Ry SIVRR on the north. The 7th Infartry Divigion was to heve the ~ipht
or northern flank, the 97th Infentry Division on trea "eft op so tharn
sector and the “eventh Awmored Nivietor % ettack in the -~or!sr; destroy-
ing a1) enmmy encountered. ™he attack wes divided intc saveral ~hases
for the Seventh Armmored Nivision, It was to oren its sttock nn § 2 ri]
(=CCrA") with 3/795th Inf.Cagt., 29th Inf, Div,, -ttached tc "omiat Com-
mgnd "Pr, Comhgt Command "P" =wea ¢~ selzse the rerer:] cre *r the vi-
cinity of N a7 77 (4324) ,Cemany. /ter this hac tnker 1 s'e, ‘ortat
Command """ would take the left o the sector and Comtet Cowrgnd "M the
right, pushing on to our nex* ohiactive, The ca-ersl areag north -7 the
“"AL'YEY RIVER, The Yig pvlan of asttuck was to licufdete the ‘arre -~-~kat
of Gemans contaned in this ares through the linkup of the First and
Ninth Armies in the vieinity of PACF'RIGK,

then the divigion was committed tc action on 5 A-r!l to the sest
of the 1ittle mountain town of CBE:'«ZI*C}I?:.‘E(LGSS), it was ersinst a “{tiar
and determined snemy.  ™taor con ect with the enery had Yasn este*lighad pt

ut the day, “1irht sdvancea ve-e

#645, 201i¢ contact ans w
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—
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SR wede , Combat Commend "B* had
oow%ﬂum(mo end hed sdvenced on %o the villsge of WINKRAUSEN
(4384) snd 1500 meters beyend on its southern flenk, The dey'e sotion was
characterised by a series of loocal countersttscks designed to deny us the
favorable terrain that hed bLeen gained by diffieualt fighting. The snemy ef-
forts were made primarily with {nfentry troops supported by e grest masse

of anti-srmor wespons. An unusual festure wes the enemy's constant use of
his RUNR defense enti-siroraft wespons on gwownd troops, Almost all strong
points were defended by these flak guns wiich wers primary fastors in de-
laying our edvance. The use of these gums wes v-ry effactive sinece they were
invarisbly pleced to deliver fire on our troops while the support armor was
held up by roesd blocks,

At first 1ight of day on 5 April, Combet Commend *B* gttecked west
through elements of the 9th Infewtry Divisicn with twe infantry battalione
abresst. The Ird bettalion of the 95th Inf', Regd., wes on the right and

G the 48th Arm'd Inf Bn., on the left while the et Terk Bn.,
.nd%gh 0 Bn.,supported the sttack. The objective was SOMALL *NRFRG( W% 3)
and the surrcunding rosd net,

The 3rd Bn., of the 395th Inf Regt., crossed the LD st #53 end advanced
rapidly to & point esst of WINKH:USEN(4284) where they met strong resistance

ot 7645, Hard fighting brought the bettslion to within e
few hundred ya;d. 'o!' the town by the time darkness fell, when they dug in un-
der heavy srtillery snd mortar fire.

After jumping off at F6%, the 48th Ar'd Inf. Bmn,, took ALUFRT(4484) in
the face of direct fire from essssult gurs bty 1#4#7. The atteck was contimed

weszt trrou:h the woods cn t.!uﬁigh ground porth of ALMFRT, WINKEAUSFK wse bye
T . o
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84) north of CRAFSCHAPT

passed to the south and the high grou
resched in spite of direct fire from esssult guns, mortars, sutomatic
wespons and mmall arwe. B/iSth Arw'd Inf Bn., 1~ a flenking movement,
moved into position sonth of GR:PSCHAFT,

At 1745, the Germans lgunched the first of s seriss o” countersttacks,

using one tark and sbout infentrymen end edvencing from the morth on

countersttacked the elements of the 4fth imm'd Inf Bn.,from the wast and
foroed them to withdrew about 400 yerds to armother defensive position. st
199 about s compeny of infantry, sttempting te teke the hish pround tn
the morthesst of WINKHAUSEN, were ceught by our srtillery end et leest two
thirde destroyed.
The 28th Are'd Inf Bn., and B/R1/th TD Bn(= 1 plat) ¢-s attached

ATTACHMENTS  to CombsfCommand """ from Combat Co~mand "%* st 1%,
end occupled defensive positions in the viainity of OﬁFFKI”"R!B(U.FL) after
relieving 2/4{7th Inf Regt., st 1647,

During 5 A-ril, Combgt Commend "A" remmined attached to the 9th Inf
Division. Combet Cormand "R%, in divisgion reserve, movad to e new aspembly
srea in the vicinity of NEW ASTENBERG closing in st 16%. Ae for Diviafon

o{oded : Artillery, in support of the days operstions, the 4{3/th hsd
2% been pleced in direct support of Combat Commend RN the
4.0th in general support, prepsred to support Combet Cormand " * when commitied;
the 400th in direct support of the 3rd Bn.,of the 5th Inf."agt; end the
489th was attached %o aml&mpnorting Combat Cormand "A" to the north on *heir

detached mnission,
o o



On 6 April sew a contimation of the fierce resistance that hsd been

put up against the Sovonth on the previous day. Combat Cormand "B" was
strengthened by the attschment of the 87th Cev. Ron. Sq.

m.%%, st 790 and contimued to sttack to seise WINKHAUSEN,
GRAFSCHAPT, NEDER SURPE(4386) and GLIEDORF(4085) . Patrols in HOLTHAUSEN
were vigorously ecountersttacked snd forced to ‘withdraw after undergoing
the first ococordinated artillery fire that forces of the division hed ex-
perienced in some time. The identification of mmerous spearate units
fighting as infantry, pofnted to the fact that the enemy n+uin¢ anything
in uniform as infantry at a point neasrest its existing location. At the end
of the day, the diviasion's forces were on high ground to the west and morth-
west of SCHMALLENWBERG (3884) in position to attack thet town.

The outflenked town of GRAPSCHAFT was subjected to a terrific ar-
tillery WT and teken by the 48th Am'd Inf Ba eerly on 6 april. Re-

GRAFSCHAFT  sistance, in the form of mmall arms and machine gun fire,
was -odz%o. From GRAFPSCHAFT, troops of the 48th, swpported by tenks from
the Zlgt Terk Bn., pushed on %0 the rorthwest and eventually reached a posi-
tion én high ground to the west of NEDER SURPE(4386),

The Bth Ammtd Inf Ba,, was rolhvﬁl of the defense of th; ORERKIRCHEN
region by the 87th Cav Ron 8q Mees.,(-B). At first light on 6 April, the

FEDER SORPE MBth jumped off following an srtillery prepsration on
m%%?m by #6855 hed secured the towm. A strong patrol of infantry
was sent into FOLTHAUSEN to the merthwest, but before supporting tanks could
be brought up to the town, a ssordinated enemy countersttack of infantry sup-

ported by at lesst twe Tiger tanks, ggiged it te withdrew to NEDER SORPE.
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The atteok on WINKHAUSEN BY 3/95th Inf Rert., contimod on 6 A~rdl
sfter an artillery 10T on the town, The fighting was bitter and not until
JIMKHAUSEN 15 in the afterm~n wes the town clesred. The 3rd "n.,
mm stteck GLIEDGRF(4085). K. Co., passing through the Bth
Am'd Inf Bn., to enter the town st 199¢, followed by I Co., which hsd been
foroed to detour from the southern route by strong resistance.
Combet Command "A®, on 6 April, remeined attsched to the 9th Infantry
Divigion., Combet Commend "R™ remsired in Divisicn reserve and moved forwsrd
CC"A" %o s new srea in the vicinity of ORTRKIRCHEN(4585). Three tarks
1(2}'3: of D/40th Tenk Pn., were ~lsced on a special mission(under 9th
Inf cortrol) gusrding huildings in HALLENBERG conta‘ning captured signal
equipment, and two other tanks from D/40th Terk Bn., were ~ut on a similsr
misrion gusrding s tuilding in the sswe city contasining V-2 bomb -arts.
Fanstical defense of every inch of the ground was again in order for
7 4pril. The day opensd with two determined srd quite siseable count:re
JMMARY  attacks on GITEDORF both of which were repulsed »ith the
'n-’Z:g.EE.. drawing rorthwards towsrds FRYDEBURG, Combat Commend "P®
nede s bitterly contested entry into HOLTHAUSEN end Combet Command "R®
Yook SCRMALLENBERG(RR4), the largest town in the ares, sgainst moderate
to heavy resistance. Once imido the town, the troops wore aced with the
dual protlem of combetting fierce resistsnce snd poor observation csused
by the amoke of buildings turaing from our own artillery and air nrepe-
rations. The hlinding emoke conoealed mgny wespons which contimed to “elt-
ver a heavy volum@ of fire snd the {84k Arm'd Inf, Bn., wa= otliged to clesr
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The 43%th Arm'd Inf Bn., supported by B/3lst Temk Bn., .nder Combat
Cemaand "3, meneuvered into position to attaek SCEMALLENEERG from the

SCHMALLLEBLRG sast and southeast on 7 April. C/48th made & wide
envelopment through the woods to & position south of the town while A/48%h
moved through the woods and stopped east of the towm to ocordinate its
atisok with “C” Compmy. The two companiecs gumped off at 1118 after two

‘talions of artillery had hit the town with e« tem wminmute preparation,

C/45th enter.ng the town from the south was met with small arms end
mechine gun fire (rom the south. A/48th met withering small mn,vmu-
tank and self propslled gun fire as it entersd the towm from the east.
Just prior to their eatry, four P-47's had bombed and strafed SCHMALLENBERG
but it was still found necessary to fight from blook to bloek to clear the
tom. The Germens finally gave up after the combined assault of artillery,
tanks end infantry at 1940 and 350 PW's were taken. The 87th Cav Ron Sq
Mecg., oco.pied SCHMALLENMERG during the night 7-8 April, relieving the
48th Arm'd Inf Bn., who pushed on to swoure the high ground about 1,000
yards northwest of the town.

Early in the morning of 7 April 3/36bth roosived two ocounterattacks
against their position im GLI:DORF. Thu first et #3156 consisting of an

COUNTELATTACKS undetermined numbur of infantry supported by one
tmk, mlod without dosing sny ground. At 053¢ , another countere
attaok wes Blunohed on GLAIDORF from the north with five tenks and an
sstimated 250 infentrymem. By #7156, the sttack had buen repelled with four
eneny tanks dsmaged and 108 .risoners teken. Heavy resistance pr.veanted

attempts of 3/306%h to gain thegipah giwupd to the northwest of GLLIDORP
-l1Pe
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until 1790, at whioh time the Srd Bn., nad noved buU yerds northwest to
the high ground e.d by 19,M nad clesred the wuuds direotly northeast of the
tomn. ¢/318t Tauk Bn., 8u ;.rted the opiration.
A/57th Cav .om Sn Mecs., was attached Lo Combat Command " " at 150f.
At 12¢¢. the (o bat Command bucare opurational when it ass.unod responsioility
CC"R" BCub for the right flank of the divisin. lhe plan was Zor

Or. GATL WAL
TP oiIr. ik, cocanded by ite Cole L ARLE o GRIFFIN, €O toigo aue .egure

AULOAL ENe ‘he autack develo ed at 123f whe: ¢/38th atiack norihwest %o
sucure Lhu cumaand.ng terrain in the viecinit of «388 ai.d envolep o lTd/ Lok,

alter whioh fs/&:ﬂth launched its frontal attack at 142;’6 from pusitions noar

o B oo ohime UU" Company ..adu comparatively slow .ropress due W tne nature
of the terrain eand a line of dug-in enery infantry. ".:" recvived a hesvy
concentration o artillery and . ortsr rire out .rogrusscd favoratlye. .y
nightfall, the two forces had joianed :uside the town and had vein relir-
foroed o, 1/ /40th Vank ., and 1/u/81uth T Tie i /58th a8 now urdored to
)888 Lurou.g h o Lfhs .ok and secure thie town of noXull 18363 Thie atiack was
resisted priaci_ ally by suall arus firo and the t.w. «&s taken au £14b on 8
hprile

Cowoat Yo sang A" we. roluasced from atiecnnm.i T to e h dnlaory
sivieion as of P624@8(-u/17th aud A/Ulath which wers e em loyed only

Ut M om order ut the CG, { Corps  end reverisd u. conirol

-\7'1{

w44

of tiie 7th srwred ivision st the t.mw i thw.r reloase. Comoat (o oand 27

Al W viginiwy of L o.nl T oan assemol, arvé .n

woved trom wW.eir posi




the viocinity of HOHLLLYE (5088), where they n Placed in division reserve.
At 124d, the 489th Arm'd Fa Bn., andl/A/303rd AAs Bn., were released from
attachment to Combat Conmend A" and atteched to Division Apty llery. lhey
were placed in genersl Sucport as was the 309th Fa Bn., (166 H) whioh wes
sttached to the Seventh armored Division at 156¢4.
4 continusd defense was sncountered on 8 A, ri}, though not to quite
the same marked degree as in the past. Combat Command “E” w:s -ble to edmance
T selze the towms of UBRINGHAUSEN (3888) and 2BBINGHOF( 3587) againet roderate
resistance in the form o'f Small arms and maghine €m fire. Lomiat Command "R"
SULARY 8 APRIL enteredthe town of FREDe 5"RG(4088) and, encountering

fanatically minded troops, was obliged t. olear the ®wn in house to house
fighting that was still in Progress when the day ended. 4 éood many Volk-
St.rmers wore fo.nd fighting in the towns in the rea; they were not bLittere
snders.

Situated in a valley, the tom of FREDEBURG oonstituted the next bluok
in the road north. It was dominated by high grownd to the northeast, and it
was to scoure this that A & C/38%h Arm'd Ine Bn., under Combattommand "R,

FIGHTING IN lawnohed an attack at gogdesf apria, The progress was slow
in the Taoe of stubturn onexy resistance in the form of maohine gun, small
srus and mortar fire but by 1114 the high ground overlooking FREDLBURG weg
talsn. "A" and "C" compenies then regrouped and prepared to sei,e the town
in ocajunction with "B" oom.any and A/40th lank Bu., FiLDEB. RG had boun hit

the day before from the and & heavy artillery Preparation preceded the
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The first three days of A'ril found the Feventh Armored Division,
under III Corps, First . S. Army, centered about the town of Froty e,
Germany, gusrding the EDKF CEE DAM end the bridges over the ®DF= ~IVER,

It had come to & temporsry helt one hundred end forty-eight miles from ite
gtartirg noint sfter spearheading the sdvence of the First U. . Army in
their breslout "rom the RF:AGEN bridgehead. At 153¢ on 1l april, the Ninth
U. &. Amy snd the First ', £, Ammy lirked forces at LI &T+'T, thua cor-
pletely encircling the vital RUHF iniustrisl district. It was expected *hat
the encircled forces woulc attempt to cnen an escape rsp snd Firat Army G-2
called the EDF" AGH-%I'TEF "I C grea, cne o” the two most 1ikely breskout
points. At 17¢¢ on 2 April, Combet Command "A% was gttechad to the VIT
Corps for smpicyment in the vicinity of NEDE2ACH to counter thie threst.
The Seventh irmored Nivision moved on 4 April to s new ss-emhly area in
the vicinity of A1 7 URG=CACHTD CERG-FURSTHNRTRG, The 117 Corps wes to
attack 4 ihe nurthwest to clesr tha area bounded by the 170  "IVER on
the south snd the Rilit ~IVih on the north, The Ceventh Armored xsa to at-
teck in the center botween the 2th Infantry ani the 29th Infentrv Divislcns
destroying sll ensxv encountered, Iinuidstion of the T nocket veg the
final objective. “etween 5 April snd 16 Anril, desnite mountsirous terrsin,
which creatly frvored the Germens, the “eventh Armored drove to the hesrt
of his deferses. The sart o€ the rocket thev were to ~=duce, ceased to
exist at #£45 on 16 Aprid. T:,.76 rrisoniars worokakon and nrocessad in the

drive which unded in a mmass surrenier cf the Cermen ! IIT .‘enzer "nrps.

SeX%-CeReE=T -+



The commending enerals snd their~ staffs of the L7XYI Corps, the 1.IT1

Penzer Corps, 9th 'anzer Div’slon, 116th Penzer Division, 187th Irfentry
Division erd the 120th Tnfentry Division were msde priscner ir tha last
fou= days. Dver 24,000 Allied prisovers of wer were libersted. The amount
of eremy met*eriel cartured or destroyed wonld have ejuivped six to eight
divisions. At 12/# on 17 april, the “eventh Amcred wss detached from ITI
Corps and attached to V Corps. The division mow wmoved from “RiTPHALIA
to a new sssembly srea in ZRUNSICK neer the town of GOTTINGEN, Yhen it
Bed completely closed in on 18 april, it moved into SHAEF reserve. it 129
on 22 April, th: Geventh waz released from attschment to V Corps, remsin-
ing in SHAFF reserve tut reverting to First U'. &, Army control. From 18
Arrdl to 22 april, axtensive meintansnce of equipment snd rehsbilitction
of personnel wans carried out. 4t 120¢ on 25 April, the ‘eventh w:s at-
tached to the YVIIT 2irborne Corps, orerating under the "ritish ond Army.
Op 29 Anril the diviei-n started to move to a new gssenmbly srea in the
vieinity of CHl.E, Germany and prepared for future operstions to the
porth in the corps sone. The next move wonld take it east of the "1R™
in a dash to the Paltic end a linkup with the Fussians on the flat pleine

of * CKIINGWURC., The situation w<as repidly moving towards e smashing cli-

nax.
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Seventh Amored Division. . the largest water capacity in Burove, after its

capture by the




PEATHTNG 1. AT R ¢

The first three “ays of Anril found the Seventh Armored Divigion

centered stout the town of FRAMITMA in the province of KUTR-HWACE, CFRVANY,

crvge A Ex

In the f!ve days just nrevicous (36 Merch = 0 March), the

‘eventh hed spearhesded the advance of the 77, =, Firgt Army in their bresk-

out from the R“emegen Fridgehesd. A ter overrunning the northern half of

NAS AU @'d p larpe part ~f KITR<H"SCE, it had seized tha EDER U%f DAM ard

bridpe over the RDER RIVER and hed come to s temporary halt one hundred

and fortv-eight miles Trom the starting roint. Here the divisicn went into

ar sasemhlv area in the immediste vicinity of the dam, maintsining de-

fangive nositinne

wone.

ard anfareing clvilisn montrol messures in its gssigned

Tha "eventh irmored Division wes under III Corps, lst 'nited Strtes

irvy. The order of %sttle was:

TDRR OF RATTLE

RN e L A LT
17t Tank Rattalinn
2ard Arm'd Tnf. "n,
LROth Arm'd TA Pn,
A/1/4h ™ P,

B/2%%3d Arm'd Enyr. On,
1/8/2° 3¢ AR Tn.

pIvVISIoH A TniLTiY

a(=1/203rd AAR Pn,

TUNET QUi ARD w2

31st Tank Battelion
4fth Arm'd Inf. Bn,
A34th Arm'd TA Bn,
c/214th TD ™n,

A/33rd Arm'd Tngr. Tn,
1/3/203rd ARA On,

DIVIET. ) TRAIWS

129¢h 7d ¥. Bn,

74k ted .Bn.Ar'd.
AMEEH M Tr Tr Co.
THE¢h 8 Tr Co.

ﬂ/f"f h .CQV Ren f’q Er Y. ]
D/203rd AAR i,

UBAT QUTSAND e

4A0th Tenkx Bat*alion
¥th Arrmm'd Inf, ®n,
LANth Am:d A Tn,
A0Cth armm d ¥4 ®n,
¢/33rd Am'd Ener, Bn,
»/814th TD 9n.

a(-) & 2/¢/203rd As: Pn,
DIVISYI:Y IRNPS.

33rd srm'd Trpr. Pn,
#7¢h “av Ron lg Mece.(-)
203rd AAA P (&)

81/¢h ™ rp (&)




The units st*ached to the divigion were the 203rd AAA Pn., R1/th ™ Bn.,
40Cth Krm'd FA Bn., 446th QM T~ Tr Co., snd the 3967th o Tr Co.

"hile durin: this perind no line wes he'd by the enery in the “eventh's
sactor, the division troops still ocntacted many suall rroups of Ce mana.

il ] Some of these ¢roups voluntarily gv--ender=d while othors [ired
o few ghots hefore being token and evacusted to our P13 cage, 411 thece
prisoners were stragrle-s, streys, or furlourhed wen. "ne k-own wer c~im-
iral wae coptured 1 Acrdil, At AFFOLDRESN nmrr the 91EF TFE, the Mazis hed o
small concentration cemp (4CC men) for foreipn workers who trisd to esc e
from Germany., It was the scene ~f t'e ususl beatings, a:rdid living con-
diti ns ard seni-starvetion diet and wes m™in b nne PICFaD T T, 8 mem-
re= of toth the 'S and Gastapo. Yi‘h the ar-ivel ~f the imericansg, Ferr
HATZED heetily lost his uniform srd sttem:ted +~ ‘lae in eivilier clothes.
Ha was picked up by one of “48 forme~ charges ond Frought to the “JC hepd-
merters. liore, #ATTRI, 8 man of nhout £1ftyfith greying hair ard a cold
ereerin: face wapt hitterly when he wses separsted rom his wife.

Un 2 4°ril, ¥raule'n WiRTHA 4i07g, a mousey little sacre‘s-v “nrerly

ir the achocl denartment o the ~Ity o ALT'FH, wvnluntarily geve the frw

ARCVEY
QF'\I{‘I& < formgtinon that a mmber of that City's e::'[)}_oyges Ireln iy

hers~lf wera living in FIEINEER, CTTVERY, Che cove g lerd to har 1. (i1,4g
sup:ricr, HPTURTOY U U why o upon heing quest’-ned, to'd tha “17o 4rge
story: In “ertember, 1044, al) 4re city cffices of LACHPN moved +4- Rl
CRTZANY. Then, ps t“e Americans & rropched - VICNE, thev seeln - rag, tbig

tire 0 ©wir villapes, (7711 01w S y “<iLITe e L. T,




The noatal department a®d city a-~chivas vmﬁt to F ANKZ A, Thes ghoat ov-
a~mment wvas suprnsed to ©.nct’on t111 the city records were straightaned
ot anc all evacuses cared for. At noor cn 0 “a~gh, the Avoricsns wvere in
res ¥rifl e d 'he newest mvernment-inr-~xile auietly censed to farrtinn. The
Seventh C.T. . told 8l]l !ts members to stypy nut till tha eould he avsiciated
tgck to 7ACHEN ard sealed sll cof its records,

Combat Command "A" hnd been placed on s three hour slart -« of 7295
Yarch for -ttgchrent to the VII Corps and employment in tha rane-al ‘(% AQV-

ATTACHVENT TINTE 3'RG srea. The second of A-ril they were -ttrched

1 -2 P
t~ the VIT forps -8 of 1725 hours and st tho sgme time, Combat Command "=#

was plsced on g two hour alert for attechmant to VIT Corrs. CombatCormsnd "pn
had besr fMirther stteched to the 104th Infuntry Division and mvins to foin
thenm vig 7 I “CHASEN(£176) and GEISLAR(7976), closed ‘n in ar sssenbly areg
mar 1 TEBACH(R789) . B/87 had been sttached to O mhat Command "A" at #2 % on
the aecord. Tha day before two nlatoons of A/B7 had been attached to Combhat
Tommand "°" gnd fmmbat Co mand "R* respectively from Division Trains,
tt 16ff on 3 A-ril, the Seventh Armored Division was reliaved of resron-
sihility for the mecurity o the ED™® SEF DAM and the bridges over the FDER
CAV, TAK'S  RIVER by the 14th ravelry Group (-18 Sq). C and 1/F/27

CVER 7th SECTUR
were asttached to CO "Rn ot g8gf. 298¢h Engin~er Tresdway B-fize Company

(=1 nlat) was attached to the division at 1507 . The 0th Enrireer(C) Rad-
talion wns placed in direct support of the Seventh,

At #224F7 the awaited operaticns instructions were ismued, The Ceventh
Armored Diviesi-n »as to move on 4 April from its presant sssemhly sree to

the west ‘n the vic'ni

.ﬂA;imwmc((:z“o) y ACEENSERG(781) R CTE AunG(7686)
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COMPAT CONMMAND "a® OPERK

3 APRIL - 7 APRIL

Combat Command "A" hsd been placed on a three hour slert ss of A5

March 45 for attachment to VII Corps end employment in the pensral MEDE"ACH-

SUMMARY  HALLENBERG area. At 15% on 1 April, the 2nd Armored Division
of the Ninth United States Army and the 3rd Armored Division of the Pirst
United S*tstes Ammy linked forces at LI-FSTADT just northwest of FADF7TORN,
The had thus completely encircled the RUHR, deslt Cernany's industrial ef-
fort a stagrering blow, and trapped sn undetermined mumber of Germans. It
wes to ba expected that the encircled fnorces would sttemnt to oen an es-
cepe rep end the 1st Army C-2 celled the LI -PSTADT-PADERFORN ares and the
MEDEPACH-'YTNTERRERC area, the two most likely breskout points, P¥ informa-
tion seemed *o indicate tha* mot only did the Cermans intend to bregkout of
the pocket hut slso that the sres west of MEDERACH wes to be the scene of
their attempt. At 17¢¢ on 2 A-ril Combat Command "A" waes attach:d to the VII
"orpa and in turn to the 104th Infgntry Division. “nemy forces identified
in this area were elements of the A'th ~anzer-iehr, 3rd ~anzer Greng iar end
the 176th Infentry Division, Volksgrenadier.

Combat. Commend "A¥ wes organized in three t.sk forces, Tagk Force
WEMPLE, under Lt, Col. JOKN P, "RMPLE, 0 of the 17th Tk Bn.; Tesk Force

TASK FORCE SHEA, commanded bylt. Col. ROBERT L. RHEA, 0 of the 23rd

COMPOSITIC .
Arm'd Inf. Bn.: and Task Force DAILEY com-anded by #ajor THOMAS " DATLEY, Ex-

ecutive Officer of the 17th Tk. Bn, Their compoeition was as follows:




® | ®

TF_EMPLE TF_KHER TF_DAILEY
17th Tk Pn (less 2 23rd arm'd Inf. "n. B/17th Tk Rn.
Cos (M) and D/17 less (less 2 Cos) ¢/23rd Arm'~Tnf, Pn,
1 p}at) ¢/17th Tk 3n. D/17t% Tk Pn.(less 2 plats)
B/23rd Arm'd Inf. Bn,  1/D/17th Tk Bn, A/f1/th ‘D Bn.(less 2 nlats)
1/4/214th ™D Pn. 1/4/°14th 1D 5, 1/8/°3rd Am'd ®ngr, Bn,

1/R/97rd Asm*'d Ener. Bn, 1/7/33rd Arm'd Engr .Bn,
At ¢ on 2 April, Combat Command "iA% hegan a movement from the
vicinity of ELLERSHAUSEN to an assembly areas in the vicinity of MEDERACH(F789),
MO VEMENT GERMANY. The oolumn moved very slowly because of rsin and poor
?*Y‘.'I'Jmé?ACH visibility. The darkness of the night, almost contimuous down-
nour, and inte-mittent artillery fire mede the selaction of positions in the
now agsemhly srea & difficult job tut by #545 on 3 April, the entire command
had closed and relief of the lst Bn. of the 415th Infanty was ef“acted. The
Germans hsd made an unsuccessful counterattack on this tattali-n the day pre-
vious,
In accordance with operations instructions issued by the commending
officer of Combat Command "A®, Colonel ANDREW J. ADAMS, Combat Command "A" a8
ATTACK ON to sttack in conjunction with the 415th Inf. Fegt. at gon
on 3 il;;iﬁ) %o seize and secure GLINDFELD(6590) and R.J. 6589, and sstebl ish a
security screen, TF WEMPLE snd TF RHEA were given the mission of eccomplishing
these objectives, while TP DAILEY wss to move to MEDERACH end establish close-
in sacurity in that ares. The 489th Arm'd FA Bn,, attached to Combat Cormand
"A® wag displaced forward to fire preparatory fires on the objectives end to af-
ford other fires on call, The attack was to be made with infantrv mounted on

terks. In spite of a heavy ground hese at first light on 3 April, there were

good prospects for fa » the time for the attack. The

13
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attack sterted as planned and while the ssssult platoons receivad a few

rounds of small arms fire from s hewvily wroded hill on their right f1gnk
as they across *he orer sliphtly rising terrain towards C7 7' NTr] D,l Km £1a-
tant, the fire ceased ss the tanks reached the edpe of the woods and
eight enemy riflemen surrendered. The woded hill had becn geized ard se-
cured ty 117 and the tenks were firing on enemy infantry in GLI DF¥iD.
The ~ight platoon moved acound to the right of the hill, entered *he town
at 1#/¥, and by 11/%f, GLINDFFLD had been clesred. One German officer and
twenty-seven ¥ were tsken prisoner.

"F DATIRY «as now assigned the task ~f taking the town of K''STKLERR3C
(6192) in cotuneti~n with the 3rd “attslion of the 145th Infantry Regiment,
w TF "AILEY moved to carry out this mission at 1745 on 3

April hlt”“diuot fire from AT guns, tanks, end SP guns was encountered,
he was unsble to move his tanks into the <town urtil after dark. K''STFI RRERG
was finally ~ntered and secured at 19,
Operstions Instructions were igsued at 228¢ on 3 April rivine TF =voIm
the mission of moving their positions st MSDRUATH tn XUCTFIRTRG to ncouny
Qrﬁ‘mg and defend the rnorth seotior of the town. They were to
blodtwall 'on‘tinnou to the ares, destroy all direct fire wespons capstle of
firing ‘nto the ares, and prepsre to contime the advince to the rorthvwest,
TF DAILEY was given a like migsion, oceurying and defending thesouth section
of KUSTELEERG. TF RHEA wns to seoure NFDEHACH, “*U7LON(A586) and to mairtsir
contact with elements of the €Oth Infantry Reglmert. At 24%¢ 3 A-ril, Combat

Commend "A" was detsched from the 104th Tnfantry Diviasion and attached to the

9th Tnfantry Division. ~

-7.
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4 April wem the most critical cay of ¢ entire operation for Momhat
Cormand "A*, The originel plan wae for TP "EMPLE, upon resching KI'STFLFERG,
M%& to sttack and secure H1ll €93, one kilemeter west of town
ard then seize GRONERACH(5893), two kilometers to the west of that. TF HMEA
wse to pess through KUSTRLBERG end take HIIDFELD(5894), sbout 3 kilometers
northwest. "} DAILEY wes to remein in KUSTELBERG prepared % assist e!ther of
the other two. However, the wvector assigned TF “EMPLE lay flet snd open hetween
high hills. The German a=rtillary ohbse~vers had perfect otservation of ell our
movements and took full edvantege. TF MEMPLE encountersd heavy anti-tenk,
mortar, and a~tillery Tire and wmre forced to reorranize a sho~t distance be-
yord FU TRELRHG, It hed beco:me apsramt that the final attack on CRONFTACH
would have to wait on TF R'Fi's seisure of HILDFELD and the high ridge to
the north, Once this was accomplished, a coordinsted stteck was launched
by hoth task forces ard the dofo;n of GRONTIACH aollapsed . A division order
of the 176th Infsntry Division captured or the naxt dey revesled the Garmans
had er important defense line running tetween *he two towns and that nevly
reinforced Terman forces werc attaciing us at the same time the Combst
Command "A® attack was launched,

7 LR moved out at 9P on 4 April under hesvy srtillery and mortar
fire on KYITEI 3R1G and the srea fust to the -est, The sky wes overcast with
INITIAL ATT occasicnal rsin and snow flurries. The terrain wss
cnen%smrt distence over a wooded hill snd vhiio tha ground wss

0t it could be crossed. The gsssult force was composed of two platoons

of *anks sbreast and & pletoon o infantry following easch tank platoon in

their hgl f-trackg., The . left had one of 1ts tenks

15"




knocked out by an enemy ' ;un ot foy tut this in turn was destroyed by
enother tank in the pletoon a few seconds later. The infantry platoon fol-
Jowing the tanks becsme somewhat disorranised bacause of the hesvy artil-
lery, moctar ard SP fire tut the tenks went on into the wooded eree Villing
several enemv Infsntrymen. As the tenks reached the open sres on the othe
side, two mors were kmcked out by an enemy SP gun which was in turn kno cked
out by the remeining tank in that plstoon. The other nlstoon, neanwhile,
+ed henn unshle to flsnk Hill €93 on the right hecaues of an un~v-ectedly ateep
bark and had besn nulled back behind the left pletoon. It was mow decided
to reorganise T WHFIE and to weit for TF PHEA to take NIID™T D,
By 121¢ TF FHEA had tsken the town of HIINYRID and wes crdered to nssiat

TP #EVFIR in teking GROME“.CH by moving & trsk force down on the town's back-

gzg.)'ﬁDINA'!‘f«&D_‘ door from the morth, TF ¥E PLE wse to move in frcm the exst

w and south, At 16#7 1l vlans had been com-leted snd the
coordinated attack wes msde, By 162 the tnin forces were or the sti~ctive
and g ter Tirirp 8 few rounds of srall ams, the forces hold‘ng the town
gave 0 quickly, At 17@¢ " NE ACH was comrletely clesred and the task forces
reedy to move on to new obj-otives. "F DATLEY, mesnw-ile, had followed "F
RHEA through HILDFEID ard had attacked morthweat, seizing VI"DVCFF1L gt
1945 arairst haavy grtillery, enti-tank and morter fire,

Oparstions Inst-uctions for the next day were issued st @4215/ Ar+il.

Com™at Command "A" reinforced by the 1st 3B ttalinn, 47th Infarnt~y “Lrinent

QPTBATIONS  would seize and secure ™7 S AvPRA5298), #T: /7RI CIATCEY
INSTRICTION
§ - APIL  (54%), 7SI (AR (5401), and  TTUVEAUCEN(SRN3) 7T

"HEA wes to teke "YFUFR * RE. A llaldl "7 a'd be vrapsrad tc eccrtime
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to FLLERIMGHAUSEN(5603) . ‘!‘1" ‘#E&PLE ;vas to initielly follow TF RHEA rorth to
WIEMERINGHAUSEN and then turn southwest to AHUNSKAFPEL . TF D¢ILEY wes to make
a reconnaissance of routes north to BRUCHHAUSEN and be prepsred to aither assist
T™F RHEA or sttack "RTCHHAUSEN on Combat Command orders.

A+tacking northweat from NIEDTRESFELD towsrds WIFMFRI 'GSHAUSEN, at gegd
TF FHEA wvss met with hesvy AT fire and a road block in the vicinity of 5597

WIEMERINGHATSEN ~ defended by hoth SP and S/A fire. The enemy emnloyed

A§§1Y%HAU§§N eight SP guns to tolster his dafenses here. After clesr-

ing out the resistance, the tnsk forre sdvanced to within 200 yards southeast
of WITMRRI GSHAUSEN where it encountered hesvy 20mm fire. It was not until
1715 that the objective was taken and consolidated. Cont'miing morthwards,
TF RHEA, pushed on to ASSI'GHAUSEN which was taeken by 15¢¢ ecainat modarate
snemy resistasnoce.

Ay 177, TF WEMPLE was in position on the high ground west of
WIEMERIGSHAUSEN to attack sou‘h and seize BRUNSKAPPEL. The terrain wes such

BRUNSK APP'EL that the tanks could attack due south ascross country
over the crest of the hill snd into within sbout 600 yerds of thetown, Then,
it was necessary for the tanks to go west.and erter the town on the mein
north = south road; the vehicles could mot gc down the steep grade end
directly irto town. The road was the only anproach, The tanks were to at-
tack, two pletoons sbreast with the infantry sdvancing dismounted, TF T"MPLE
moved out in the ssseult at 18fF and as soon as 1t reached the crest of the
hill, 4t drew haavy AT and tank fire from the town., One of the tanks on the
right flenk wes knocked out and the rest pulled back in de*ilade position

and fired at possible gun positions wn. Mesnwhile srtillery fire
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in *he eres had derleted T antyy oh an o-tent thst @ compeny of

{nfantry frcm the 47th Infantry =8 atteched to the *task foros to ~zstat
«ith the sttack. The o~icinel in®:nitry =as reorganized, the at*ached 'n-
fantry wss in nlnce hv .45, snd at that time the firalreseult - n the *~wr
was lsunched. in ‘ntansive arti’lery shelling with white phosrtoms set
geve-s] tu’ldings on fire while, 'inder cover of darkness, otr ir entry
closed in ~n the town “rom t'e north and esst. Some smsll & m8 &°C 7 to-
metic weapors fire wes received ss tha troons antaved but the resistarce
<es soon overcone and by 227, it wes posaible for the infantry to lead
the +arks intc the town to ccusol idate the position s d estarl®sh hlocks.
As it was s tlack moonless night wen FRUNTELP T wes entered, it was mot
urtil morning that all the snipers were eliminated. The *anks and P Furs
2+hat had held un the troops initially, escaped by the scuth as the in-
fantry was entering the rnorthern fringe of houses.

on 6 Aoril, TF DiTIEY, to which wes attached "C"Company of the L7th
Infantry Regi ent and one nlatoon of """ Troop of the A7th Tev. “en. Sa.
Mecs., onntimed t'e o' tack from FII7 THCHAITEN, moving out at #*¢s5, A

G A'RIL  heavily defended road blook et 5506 wag reduced at #7735,
At O3 O157ERC was sttecked and seized with only small resis‘ance en-
countered. At 1%, RIGCE was taken in the frce of modr-ate a~ti™lery and
sortar fire snd considerstle small avms fire. At 1708, A TFFID(5108) Cel)
where resistance in ‘he form of basooka men si+tinr ir trees hed been cvar-
come. TF 'EMFLE moved out from PR KA PFL st J9Fg, set up a ~ed hloock
at 5302 to ocounter threst of armor {ron the west, end secured I ITGHETSHNL,

TF "HEA moved out from WILLMWY -INGHAUSEN st geig, followed TF PATIEY through
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OI.SRRRG(507) and BIGCE

st BIGGE, attecked and
sacured HELMERINGHAUSEN(5105) at 13,
Combst Command "A® remained on s defensive status in the scne
HELMZRTNGHAUSEN « ANTFELD - OLSPE'G and ASSINGFAUSEN until relieved
JC 7AY  the 3rd Battalion of the 4{7th Infantry Regiment at
™ _7TH #7788 April. On the previous night at 19% Combat
Command "A" had been relieved of its attechment to the 9th Infantry
Division. A/214th TD Bn. was atteched to the 47th Inf. Regt. in the
vicinity of OLSBERG and B/17th Tk Bn. wes attached to the seme or-
panization in the viecinity of ANTFELD st #7¢% on 7 April. The rest of
Combat Gommand "A" moved on order of the 7th Arvorsd Division to s new
agsenhly area in the vicinity of FINTFRNEEG(5689), LANGEWISE(5185) and
FOHYT EYR (508 3) ,
& commandation for the "hattle oefficioncy of Combat Command mpm
ve® received a short time after it returned to the Seventh Armored Di-
MWNENDATION ) vision in a letter sent from Msjcr Cenargl 1011IS

FRCK_9TH ]
DIVISION A. C-AIG, CG of the 9th Inf. Div, to ¥sjor Cer-

eral ROVERT #, HAZRROUCK, CB of the Seventh Armored Divigion., The follow-

ing i3 sn extract from the letter:

"This unit, under its commander, Col. ADAMS, lent their fullest
esnergetic support to the quick completion of a mission that

would heve taken much longer without its assistance. At mo

time, in the experience of the undergigred, has there been a

more satisfactory associstion of armored units with the infentry
of the 9th Division. The mobility and aggressiveness of the 7th
Armorad Division Combat Commsnd were outstanding.

"The ~ssistance is greatly appreciated, the combet effectivensss
of this unit is highly respacted, and you parsonglly sre worthy of
high commendsticn for f* development of the experience and train-
ing demonatrsted.® o




German refugees living in cave st FREDEBURG. Part of & group of 3,000 Germans who spent
five deys end six nights in cave prior to entry of town. The town wes tasken by the 7th
Armored Diviwion on 8 spril.,



attack, but the enemy continued & tenscious defense. A. ter bitter house to
house fighting, portions of the town were still in enemy heands at 213¢ when
operations were suspendvd Bor the night. 20:m flak g fire had boen r.ceived
from v he high ground to the northwest of the towa and this high ground sand
the parts of the towm still im enemy hands were suvjeoted to TOI's vy ous
artillery during the night. The remainder of FRED:BURG was clearsd on the
morning of ¥ April with little further opposition. ‘

Shortly after the entry of the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion into
FReDEE KRG, Lte Cole JOHK k. BULAND, Uivision Surgeon, went forward tc invostie-

‘CAV‘z. AT $AT e cave that had been housing oivilian refugees from
r;@ffm‘ﬁr five days and six nights. Three thousand citisens of FLilsBUKG
had 1rled to this ouve in hills abowve their towm to esca.e the air end ar-
tillery bombardment as the Americans approached. Col. BULAKD wal.od through
& narrow yate and found five large caverns, terraced and filled with stew.
In the thick darness, pushed back herv md there by an occasiocnal, inadequate
ocandle, he found these people sitting side by eash on the floor, packed so
tightly it was almost impossidle for them to either walk or move. The stale
suell was eiokening. le chased the wonen and babies out oaly to have a small
artillery liaison plame fly overhesd at precisely that moment when they emer-
ged into the sumlight after nearly a week's confinement. They took 2me look
and fled baok in mortal terror.

3/39b%h Inf fegt., oved out at FT45 to seours the hizh ground to the
northwest of GLEIDORF and shortly afterncon had oleared the area. Prom the

CC"B"'s
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position it supported by fire Combat Commend "R"'s assult on FREDEBURGand
the attack on OBRINGHAUSEW by B/48th Armd. Inf. Bn. OBRINGHAUSEN was taken
by B/48th against megligible opposition, after an artillery 10T had been
placed on the town. The 48th Armd Inf Bn was placed in combat ocmmsnd re-
serve at 14%0. The 23rd Armd Inf Bn had been stteched to Combet Command
"B" from Combat Command "A" at 12f§ aund 3/396th Iaf Regt. transferred to
sttachment to Combat “omesnd "R" at 20§, The 87th Cav Ron 8q Mecs(-B)
was sttached to Combat Command "B" at 164% and "B" Troop later attached
at 1046,

Combat Command "B" organised three task forces and continued operations.
By 1680 the following task foroes were formed in their res
areas:

CC"B"'s Task Foroes

TF BEATY TF BRiLNBUSCH TF RHBA

A/31st Tk Ba(-) B/31st Ik Bn Bq & Hq Co/23rd Armd Inf Ba(-)
Nortar Platoon/3lst Tk Bn Ron Plat/3lst Tk Bn A 23rd Armd Inf Bn

3 Assualt Guns/3let Tk Bn 3 Assault Guas/3let Tk Ea C/31st Tk Bn

B/23rd Armd Inf Bn C/2Srd Armd Inf Bn 1/C/814th Tk Bn

1/¢/814th D Ba 1/C/814th 0 Bn 3/4/33rd Armd Bug Bn

2/A/ 33rd Arnd kngr Bn 1/A/38rd Armd Engr Ba
TF Beaty attacked EBBINGHOF at 183%, and by 1938 ‘the town snd high ground
1,000 yards to the west had been taken and the task foroe oconsolidated for
the night. TF ERL&LKBUSCH and TF RHEA moved into new assembly arsas.

Combat Command "A" (-B/17th Tk Bn) and A/814th TD Bn) remained in division
reserve to be employed only on order of the Commanding General, III Corps.

Tan
CC"A"  The Division Artillery organized for combat ss follows:

o
t\)

DIV ARTI434th Armd FA Bn in direot support of Combat Command "B”,

1
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440th Armd FA Ba ia direct support of Combet Cesmand "R", 400th Armd FA Bn
in direst support 3/395%h Inf Regt., snd 489th Armd FA Bu and 800th FA B5n
(1688) were in gemeral support.

On 9 April, the enemy's astions were more veried than on the previous
days. Cowbat Command “R" after oompleting the oeoupatiom of FREDEBURG was
able to move westward to oosupy the village of HEMINGHAUSEN and resoh MAILAR
(3690), strongly defended by infantry supperted by tanks and self-propelled
woapons. Frogress in this ucqbr wes slowed by & smokes soreen that the encmy

% laid in the vqihy down which our forces were operating,

blotting out éverything till noon. The enexy defenses in the
OBER BERNDORF (3887) - ARPE (3388) -KOBUENRODE (3069) areas were not well or-
gonised and Combat Command "B" oecupied this area without teo much offort.
Perhaps the defenss of this sector did not seem too profitable to the enemy
as his position had aln.éy been compromised by the advences of friendly
troops operating to our ;outh. At tlz wud of the day the division had estab-
lished a gensral east-west line from MAiLAR to XKOBsSENRODE.

Task Force Wolf (“ombat Commend "R") oonsidting of b/40th Tk Bn, 1 squad
8/C/33rd Armd kngr ®n aud 2/B/814th 1D La, was organised in the evening of

T7 WOLYE ‘8 April end ordered to pass through PREDESSPS on © April.
The tesk rorn,w out at first light om © April snd moving through
PREDRBLRG, p&m up B/38th Armd Inf 5n. The infantrymen mounted the tanks
and the for‘o yroceeded towards HENMINGHAUSEN (3789). Progress was slow, in-
peded by road Vlocks and a smoke-soreen. In the first two hours, five un-
defended road llooks, comsisting oMu, rubbdble, destroyed vehicles
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and mines were engountered. m: onqy f£illed the valley that contained the
route of advance with a thick smoke soresn that reduced vieibility to sero,
further delaying the attack. Aotive resistance inoreased in intensity in the
afternoon and by nightfall TF WOLFL bad reached MAILAR (3690) end was opposed
by infentry, tenks and SP fire.

Joanwhile TF GRIFFIN (38th Armd Inf Ba(-B), A/40th Tk Bn, 1/C/33rd Armd
Engr Bn, and B/81l4th TD Bn(-) ) advenced at 1814 along axis FREDE:ZERG (4088)

OTHER - EBBINGHOF (3887) - BSRGHASEN (3688) - NEDERBERNDORF (3489)

SPEEATIONS - MENKHAUSEN (3391). This force also encountersd a series of
undefended road Bloocks similiar to those eacountered by TF WOLFE. The attack
of this co)umn continued slowly in the faoce of small arms, machine gun, and
mortar fire until resching BERGRAUSEN where poor roads trought it to a stand-
still. The enginsers repaired the roads, snd the attack wes pushed forward
in the face of inoreasing resistance. By the end of the day, the task force
oacupied positions on the southera odge of MENKHAUSEN. Tesk Foroe BROWN (40th
Tk Bn(-A,B,1/D) and 1 8q/C/33rd Armd kngr Bu) moved through FREDSBERG to the
vioinity of KBSINGHOF as acmbat commsnd reserve. IDere 1/3/396th Inf Regt. was
attached to the task force. At 1816, the task force was committed to relieve
pressure on TF WOLFi at MAILAR. 77 BROWH proceeded alomg the route BERGHAUSEXR
- OBER ULERLDORF - MNLDER EEH!DORI; and northeast toward MAILAR. The renainder of
3/395th Inf Rogt. oleared the woods soutimest of MATLAR snd outposted (KMING-
HAUSEN.

At first light on 9 ipril, s coordinated attack by IV ERLENBUSCH fram the
south end TF BEATY from the southeast was launched on the town of BERGHAUSEN and

by #0946 the town had fallen. GLBIDORF to capture
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CC"B" FELBLCKE (3485) against light resistance at #945, and con-
tinued north and west to oapture a string of small villages.
OBLR BERKDORF (3687) was taken against moderate resistence and ARPE (3388)
was cleared after a brief stubborn defense. The villages of OBER LAND:KBECK
(3190) and HENNINGHAUSEN (3688) were taken sgainst light opposition. At
KOBBENRODE (3889) resistance stiffened, but the town was cleared of onemy
before dark with over 200 prisomers taken and a quantity of equipment oap-
tured or destroyed. Here the task force consolidated for the night. In the
meantime, TF BEATY moved from BERGEAUSEN to OBER BERNDORF and from here
attacked KUKELHEIM where little resistance was met, TF ERLENBUSCK moved from
BERGHAUSEN te FELBKCKE at 11§ and took SELKRNTROP (3486) at 1406 with 1little
opposition. The task foree pushed on through WENTROP, BRACHT and LECEMARTE
to take SCHVARTMECK during the night 9«10 April, and by 1Ff3dd, the town was
secured. The 434th and 489th Armd P A Bms and 1/A and 1B/203rd AAA Bn were
attached to Combat Command "B" at 187,
Combet Command "A" returned to the full oontrol of the 7th Armored Divi-
sion at F946 on the 9th and the command moved forward to the v.cinity of
CC "A"  GLEIDORFs A/814th T D Bn revorted to Combat Command "4"
oontrol at M.
Agein on 10 April the enemy eleoted to continue his defense from &
series of iselated positions based in depth along the aveilsbls roads,
SUMMARY Most of the positions had ample support from tenks and from
m lolr-propoilod guas, which aoted in & purely defensive rols
and not agressively at alls The predaminancs of AA weapons was more marked

than ever, supporting virtually overy defensive position that the snemy
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ohose to ocoupy-, Por the first time in the oﬁrront operations all three

oombat commands were in aoction simultanecuslys During the day an advanee of

eight thousand yards was made and numerous small towns oaptured in the sone,

Eneny artillery, which had been rather light fer the past few days, oame

iato more prominence, though it was still not a dofinate or erganised program,
The division's main thrust to the northwest was made by Conuﬁ Command "R"e

Task Foroes RRONN and WOLFE moved out in & small pincers movement, TF BROWR

CC "R" following & route MAILAR - KEDER BLRNDORF - UBNKHAUSEN (3391)-
ATTACK GRIMMINGHAUSEN (3392) « LOCHTROP (3393) to meet TF WOLFE(who

CONTINULS had proceeded along the axis MAILAR - DORLAR) at FRIELINGe
HAUSEN (3394)e A heavy fog was the greatest delaying faetor,

and aotive enemy resistance was scattorad and light. At PRIELINGHAUSEN the
two task forces were consolidated under Lt. Col. BROWN, sand the attack to the
north continuede After & TOT on BREMKE (3396) by the corps artillery, that
town was cloared without serious oppesition, TP BROWN then preceeded to
secure the bridge over the WE'™E RIViR (3297) and outposted the surrounding
road net for the night, At the seme time that TF BROWN and WOLFE were attack.
ing, T? GRIFFIY advanced along the route HENGSBECK (3291) - BREMSCHEID (3094) -
ESLOHE (3095)e Light resistunce was encountered until reaching BREMS8CHEID.
Here the enemy defended the town with small srms, mschine guns, and mortars,
TF GRIFPIN advanced after s heavy concentration of marching fire and overosme
the resistances The same technique was employed at ESLOHE and only light
opposition was offered. 3/396th Inf Regt supported the attack of TF GRIFFIN
by clearing the woods %0 the northwest of BREMSCHEID.

After leaving SCHRARTMECK early on the mornin; of 10 April, TF ERLENBUSCH

went into sotion sgaim at noon, sending out patrols towards OBER MARPE (2789).
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At 1316, the task force Mnnood on the towm in force and by 1435 had cleared
C C "B" 1t of reeismtancs. Continuing, TP BRLENBUSCH swung northwest %o
_:mm take DOMMECKS (2691) snd the high greund 1000 yards to the

norchwest by 2@, iF CHAr:ULS also went into eperation at moon,
sttacking morth from KOBBESKODE to Seke BOCKHEIM at 133f. Prooeeding west
toward NEDSR WARPE (2801) etrong armor, srvillery, sand infaatry oppesition was
encountervd end s vigorous fight ensued. Four Mark IV teaoks and an s8em Bf
gun were destroyed and many prisouers were takena when the town was secured st

g@f. The task force theu moved va o KUCKnLAEI4 (279%) which was taxem with

little resistance and outyosted for the nignce IF BEATY was helc iu reserve

and followed the other uasx forges, prepared %o pass through citner on combat
commnad oruer.
Tue 25rd Armd lof ¥n was reattmched to Combat Command "A" at F#9@gon 10

April and taree task lorues, composed as J[ollows, were iormed;

C L "a™ GUrS 4NIO ACT1ION

TF Ridkh TE Ve bk IF DAILEY
23rd Armd Inf in (-2 ous) 176 Tk Bn (-4 oos, 1 1t %  4/17th Tk Bn
C/17th Tk Bn (-1 plst) 1 med plat) D/17th Tk Bu (-3 plat)
/17%h Tk bu. 25rd Armd Inf Bn 1/25rd Arnd Inf Em
1/A/814th T I Bn A/814th T D Bn A/814th 1D Bn (-2 plat,
/33rd Ared bng 3a /38rd Arad ung bn Ron Plat)

1/B/33rd Arad Eng Bn
Combat Cuommand "A" moved from GLEIDOKF to the vioinity of ARVL, olosing at
§o3J. At 16¢d, TP RHEA jJumped off from EOTBERRODE, attecking north tc sulse
ISINGHAM (3098) et 181g, The task foroe continued north to contact elewents
of Conb;t Comsand "R" in BREMSCHLID at 183, srd returned to sscure an outpost
ISINGHAM. TF DAILEY formed near SCHFARTMECEE end moved throw,h O08LL LARPE to
attack OBER VALBERT (2688). That town wes osptured at 211f sand the TF pushed

Borsh to clear SCHONDFRLT by 2:

p-
~

.



¢

Oy B T
i

The enemy followed the ssme general pattern of operations on 11 April,

us.ng road blocks, mines to a limited de.ree, stron; points of infantry
backed up by armor to delay our advance. Aerial observation reported much

SUAARY  apperently aimless milling about in rear enemy areas, point-
8 RIS

ing up the confusion being experiemced by troops that had not
beun able to esoape from the pocket. Combat Command "A" and the 87th Ron 8q
(Mecs) were given missions of cleaning out several bypassod enemy strongpointe
that our forces would need ‘to pass through, The 7th continued its attack to
the west and nortlwest against moderate enemy resistance, It oleared the towns
of XEDLR SALWLY (2796), OBER SALWEY (25956), SCHLIPRUTHEN (2498), SILPKRTING
(2996), and GREW:iKSTEIN (2701)s By the end of the period the division had
grouped in their respeotive assembly areas preparatory to a further atback bo
the west.
The task forces of Combat Comsmand "R" oontinued to attack northeast on 11
April. TF GRIFFIN proceeded to take SILPERTING (2996) and MATEMECKE (3099)

GREVENSTEIN against slight resistance and then eontinued to GREVENSTEIN
TAREN

(2701) where the atteok was held up by 20mm flaok gun fire.
one platoon of A/40 Tk Bawith the task force deployed,and went about athousand
yurds in the direction of the guns, firing until the flak fire ceasede The town
was then entered and outposted,

leanwhile TF WOLFE moved rapidly north and ooocupied WENTHOLTHAUSER (3199)
at #718 without opposition, arriving there simultaneously with other friendly
troops moving in from the north. TF BROWN moved from defensive positions near

CC"R" BREMEE to the oombat command assembly ares in the vioinity of
LES

RENTHOLTHAUSENe Tho OGombat cosmsnd regrouped in the assembly
ares preparatory to continuing the attecks The 440th and 400th Armd F A Bns

S
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were attached to Combat Command "R -{t 1294,

At #7137 on the morning of the 11th, TF CAPPUIS oontinued to attack to the
Dorthwest and oaptured NEDER SAINLY (2795) at e IF BEATY moved from

cC "s" KOBBENRODE at @945, passed through TF CHAPPUIS in NEDER SAIAEY

CORYINUES

IPEX st 1260, and turned west toward GBER SALWEY (2606)s Here strong
defensive positions were dug in around the town. After a coordinated sttaock by
dive bombers, artillery, tanks, TD's, and infantry, the town fell at 1440,
SCHLIPRUTHEN (8403) was the next objeotive and was caught in & pinoers movement
by TF BEATY from the cest and TP ERLENBUSCH from the west. Dive bombers and
artillery hit the towm, end as the task foroes converged, the burgomeister osme
out end surrendered it. TP ERLENBUSCH seoured the town for the night. TF BEATY
" returned to OBER SALWEY and consolidated for the night while TP CHAPFUIS remained
in MEDER SALWAY. The 489th Armd 7 A Bn was dotached from Combat Command "B" at
1%,

In preparation for further operations, Combat Command "A" moved from the
ARFE region to an assembly area around ESLOHE olosing there at 1615. The 489th

cCC"™a Armd ¥ A Bu, “WrmthtCM"B",mttmhodto

Oombat Command “A” at 13#f. X company of 3/396th Inf Regt was
attached to the combat oosmand and further attsched to TF RHEA at 1504,

On the afterncen of 11 April, operations instructions were received. The 111
'Corp. was to ocnum'to attack west and northwest to destroy or capture the

OPRRAT] ONS suemy foroes in its some; 6th Inf Div on the north, 7th Armd

T DAV im the oeater, and the 99th Inf Div on the south. The
Tth was to attesk on division order to seise the first ebjeotive- the ares south
of LAKE SORFPE STAUBECKEN. Combat Gammands "A" and "R" were to advanocc abreast om
the north (righs) and south (left) flanks respectivelye The jump-off was sche-
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i : ROUTES OF ATTACK
Bl (12 - 16 APRIL 1945)

————CC"A" Route
—>»CC"R* Route

Scale: 1/100,000
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The early morning of 18 April, division moved through olements of the Sth Inf-
antry Division to the immediate merth and then attesked west towards their firse
objeotive. By the close of the period, after sn sdvance of 10 miles, Combat

SBAARY Command "A" was fighting in the tewsn of BALVE (0808) snd Cembet

T Oomsmnd *R" had pushed forward threugh AFFELX (1097), BLINTROP
(0899), KUNTROP (0689), snd NEUENRADE (0388). Ihis sdvenos was made against
light to moderste resistexoe. ummmuhmm.mmhmfa
able to reach ocut to roads snd ocountryside that permitted limited operations
off the main axis, and oomsequently enveloping the enewy's road-bound defenses,
& spesdy advance was marked up. A huge toll of prisoners was taken immluding
meam-muwmm-mtmtohm:ﬁﬁumw
ating. Communications seemed to have completely breken dewn 88 far as the enemy
was conocerned for this Corps was out of touch with eves the general situstion on
their owa fromt.

The Tth Armored Mumi’if:fu be made with wo eombat ecemends sbreast;
Combat Command "A® om the right or north, snd Combat Cemmand "R" on the left
or south, with Combat Command “B" in reserve. Cembat Command "A" was given

CC"A" a spesifis route of attask snd this atteek was te be made with

g task foroes im ocolum, TP RHEA with one ecmpany of the 3984 Inf

Regt leading, follmdbyt.bmthlnlrl-.ﬂmmnﬂ
TF DAIIEY. ZThe infantry was to ride on tanks and eash task force was to shorten
their oohmunuohup.ouibhbywncnb' essentiel vehioles. TF REEA
attacked and osptured SELSHEDE at §7§§ and then, in repid suscession and sgainst
very light resistance seised RECKLINGEAUSEN (ag#l), SIBDFELD (1801), AMECKE
(1400), snd RJ (1111)e At 153, the TF oammanders attended a meeting with the




_

oombat commander and TP WEMPLE received orders %e attask west and north along
the exis LANGENHOLTHAUSEN (1001), BALVE (0804), VOLKLINGHAUSEN (1007) with TF
DAILEY im support. TF REEA Was 0 attack morth snd Sake MELLEN (1204),
MELESCHEDS (1406), end NOVEL (1308)c By 314, IF REEA's mission was acocmp-
1iehed against negligible resistence. IF WAMPIE moved out in the assault en
LANGENBOLYHAUSEN % 1689 and as scon as the lead tank reached the town, the
infantry dismounted and entered on foot. Atllllthotﬁm oleared and the
leading elements were pushing morth towards BALVE. The terrain was getting
inoreasingly difficult and the tanks could mot deploy and advance, the only
avenue of approach beiag down the rosd. An enemy tank held up the column for
soms little time but by 32§, both tanks and infantry had entersd BALVE.
Combat Command "R” moved out on 12 April initially in one oolumn-e= along
the axis GREVEESTSIN (2801), ALTENHELFELD (2602), LINNEP (2301), ENDORP (2199),
C 3 "R"  STOCKUM (1710), ALLENDORF (1588), ALTENAFFELN (0997). Order of
g parch for the attack was TP GRIFFIN, B/400th Armd F A Bn, TF
BUTLER, 400th Armd P A Bu (eB), TF WOLFE, 440th Armd F A Bu, TF BROWN. The
attaek Wd rapidly at rfirst against omly light resistance. However, in
the vicinity ef 3201 TP GRIFFIN was absolutely bloeked by impassable roads and
considerable diffieulty extricating his force. BNeering of these difficulties
by radic, Col FRAKCIS P. TGUPKIES, 0O of Combat Command “R" put the 400th Armd
¥ A Bn in firing pesition, seat out a recennaissamoe in foroe over a new route
and directed TF WOLFE to bypass TF GRIFFIN in the vioinity of LINNEP (2301),
then move south to RJ (2400) and from there west to ENDORF (2199)s In the
beginning some opposition was emcountered over this new route but nonetheless

the advanoe continued enoouraghtgiy. At STOCKUY the first sneny sricr wit
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encountered, and again between ALLENDORP and AFFELN. ?TF WOLFE was heavily
engaged until 173 when the opposition was reduced. At this point TF WOLFE
broke loose and moved rapidly, shootmg a3 it went, through ALTENAFFELN (0997),
AFFELE (0997), KUKTROP (0899), and NLULNRADE (0398)¢ The suecess of this
operation was brought ahout by the surprise and shock of the fest woving,
often firing, tank columns. During the current days operation Combat Commsnd
"R" 8eized sixteen towns and villages; destroyed five Tiger tanks, twenty
motor trausports, five artillery pieces, two personnel carriers, an unrecorded
number of horse-drswn vehicles; and captured eight officers and 2822 enlisted
men.

Among the prisonere taken on 12 April was the staff of the LIXXI Corps
(minus CG, C/5, G-3, end Senior Aide). They apparently hed been victims of a

EXIT hoax as not more than one msn was involved in their capture. He

TORRS hed said his entire cemmand was behind him but the Germans related
that the command was not seen until they had travelled cmrgl.kilmhn. All
were at & total loss to explain why fighting comntinued for there was little
samunition left, few supplies, and the existing stocks of fusl were fast being
used up by troops eager to escape an early capture or death. In the field of
Order of Battle, the total failure of &heir cosmunications had left thes with
only the hasiest imowledge of the dispesition of their own end the epposing
-forces. However all the staff uibou were well abreast of the everall situation.
The Corps Staff Interpreter stated that his source was the BBO, which hs believed
in implioitly snd whose information he passed on to his fellow staff members.
When asked what effect psyochological warfare would have on treops in the pookst
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(with a view te hastening eessation of fighting), two staff members stated
thats it would probably be only of looal value, for at least ninety percent
of the troops in the pocket kmew the situation and were waiting fer the
epportunity to get out under the eye of the few remaining fanaties so they
oould surrender, Of conditions inside Germany, the Judge Advoocate sagsly
put it, "All is kaput.”

When asked for eandid epinion of Uo S. divisions that had faced the Corps
at one time or amother, the G-2 effered the following: five best divisions

THE SEVENTH on the Western Front--~1lst Inf Div, $th Iaf Div, British

EXENY EYes Guards Armd Div, 2nd Armd Div, and Tth Armd Dive The

Assistant Gw2 who was asked point blank what he thought of the 7th Armd Dive
ision frem an intelligence point of view | evaluation of the unit as a
fighting ferce), stated that it was among the best, if not the best ever
faced on the Western rronfo He justified the ctnt@-ont by saying that the
changes in direotion and deception in the size of the force being employed
had wrought havoo with plans laid. ("We were oaught, weren't wet™). The

" Cerps had had available to it enly ome source of information en the 7th
Armored Division during the ourrent eperations, that of a single PW from the
25rd Arad Inf Bn. The soldier was identified by his patoh, and the battalion
identification had come from & slip of paper im his poocketo He had given
only nsme,rank, and serisl number. The G-2 was highly ocemplimentary of the
seeurity oonseiousness that had bdeen displayed by this soldier, as well as
other Ameriean treops. He did remark however that they unwittingly effer
much’ information by wearing their division patches and by carrying letters or

& oepy of Stars and 8Stripes.
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The LXXXI Corps went to bed after their 1nt§rro;ction, voicing the hope that
the remainder of the staff would turn up in the cage during the night, for"they

TgE GuNLRAL always had breakfast together." As per expeotations at ap-

ﬁgg%E?IET proximately 73§ on 13 April, s negotiation was effeoted
between the remaining staff members and an outpost of the 87th Cav. Rom. 3q.
(Meos). Prom a woodland hideout stresmed a convoy of Opels, Mercedes, and
Volkswagons bearing General der Infarterie KOCHLING (three stars), his Chief of
Staff, Artillery Commander, Ge3, Senior Aido; and a galaxy of orderlies and
driverse The General and his key steff members were ascorded s hasty evasuation
to higher headquarters.

The Seventh Armored Division oontinued attacking on 13 April to the northwest

over diffioult terrain and against moderate resistence; ospturing some small towns

SUAKARY and gaining up to 7000 yards. Combat Command "A" made most of the
IS APRIL

effort on this day while Combat Command "R" cleared the roads in

their area and repulsed a counterattack of tanks snd infantry in the vicinity of
the high ground southwest of NEUENRADE (0398). Over 6000 prisoners were pro-
ovssed during the period of which most were taken in a thorough screening of the
area to the rear that had been passsd through so rapidly on the previous day.
Broadoast appeals had some success in the bypassed areas., It was estimated that
over 1000 prisoners were gathered from wooded areas when broadcasts wero direoted
at them and surrender terms offered.

At ¢bs¢; the 3rd Bn of the 396th Inf Regt and TF CHAPPUIS wore attached to
Combat Commend "A". TF WEMPLE attacked north at first light but soon found

CC"A" themselves hopelessly canalized with & stroam on onc side,
steep cliffs on the other and s very effective road blook consiating of a
blown underpass barring their way. Tank-dozers, retrsivers, and cngineers

inued forward on foot and

-
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started clearing the road block while the infantry Qe
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seized VOLERINGHAUSERe By 153;1. the road block was olearod nd the tenks,
pessing chrough VOLKRINGHAUS:ER, pushed .iorth. Again they werv osnalized
b;:imaun the cliffs snd the stream with an additional obstaclv this uime in the
form of a reilroad grade. Attempts to move the tanks {orward reslteld an cneir
being pinned dowr by ‘enwmsy teank fire snd at the end of the perioa, vhe resulvs
wore livited to minor local gains and the attack was continuinge 1F hhibnA
attacked from HOVEL (1308) to the southwest with the mission or ospturing HECKUM
(1107)e Enemy resistance in BECKUs wus mod;ruta and comsistud of a iow tanis,
one or two SP guns, maohius guns, and swell ems firce 1t wes oapLured ai 1531
and one platoon of infautry amd & platoon of tanke continuec west tc help iF
WilkPLe get tlirough the «oad tlook which hmd been nolding up its RUVALCB. AT
12¢@, en atiack to the northweat was launched by TF CuAPPULS, Tr DALLsY, and the
3rd B of the 395 Inf Regt. TF CHAPPUIS jumped off from HOVEL at lig¥, contmoted
eleweuts of the 10th Inf ercd oleared the woods to their east by 153%, Consiger=
able opposition was wet GO0 yards cast of LISBORN (1010) et 18¢¢ but by the end
of the period TF CEBAPPUIS had ceptiured thet towue TF DAIL:Y alted ked 1rou balVe
northwest over diffioult terrain, supperiing Lthe attack of ‘é/SbS ixd ket on
DEILINGHOFEN (0508)e

Combat Comnand "B" ruxained in division reserve, following Corbet Coumuenc "A"

Combat Comuzand "R" remsainec in defensive positions in the vicinity of NLLrUROLE

cC "y" (0398), KUNTRO: (O€v9) und GARBLCK (C702)e 1IF LOLL was circoted
AN
c T " to send reconusisesance in force scutlwest i, the vieinivy of

WLAUOUL (0296). This reconna.scance not stiff rosiataice tha. evintually deve lop-
ed into a counteratiack frok the high _row.d nurtil oi' WEiNOHL. {he onewmy em.
ployed medium artillery, wortar, anc saall er:s fire and st luvast £ heavy tanks

in direct fire. TF WOLIE called for heav)” comceutratious of artilicry and




by this method contained the counterattacke Meanwhile, Before the artillery
could be brought down, TF WOLFE withdrow o its original defensive position near
NEULURODE, where it remained for the balance of the period.

The atteck to the north and west continued on 14 April with Combat Command "A"
making the main effort to ospture the airfiold (0401) east of HEMER (0310) and
the towne By 149¢ the landing field had been taken intact with muoch valusble

SUMMARY equipment, At 120 operations against the town of HEMER it-
T APOL

self were temporarily oslled off to nogotiate terms for declaring

the town an open city beoause of the presence of 34000 allied PN's just outside

the towne The terms of the CG of the German division opposing the attack were

refused and at 263§ Combst Command "A" resumed the stieck on UEMER, By this

time, tne RUAR Pookel was definately split in two parts and kmnowledge of this

was widespread among the Germans epposing our advance. The prisoner take for the
day was somewhal in excess of 45600¢

Combat Command "A* resuming the previous deys sttack st g618, continued to
the north and west. TF WEMPLE captured the village of HOSTADT at §812,

SAITLE  AONNETHAL at 1¢1¢, and BROCKBAUSEM (0709) at 114§ with little or

y

HEMEK  no opposition encountered. ‘he next importent objective was the
town of HiMizRe Operations against the town itself were temporarily suspended at
129§ while the CO of TP DAILEY, Major THOMAS DAILEY, Bxecutive offioer, 17Tth Tank
Battalion, was takon behind enemy lines in sn attempt to negotiate & pesceful
eutry of our troops imto HEMER, The Germans wished to declare it an open oity
because of the presence of oli;htly over 23000 allied prisoners. in a priilon

*.

camp just outside the town. However, the German Generalts terms were unsatis-

factory snd at #g3f, the attack wes resumed. Mesuwhile Combat Commend “A" had

oould be effected if necessary.
RS

moved up into position from which oBkLY.
L *
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This operation in the words of the 17th Tk bn After Action Renort was "most
pioturesque we have ever participated in or otserved. *he terrain was excul-
lent for the tanks and they moved in at about 15 mphe The formation was porfeoct
and the enemy artillery fire and sir-bursts were sufficient to make it more than
a dry run, in fact many of the rounds were very close misses and it is surorising
that we suffered no casualties$ At 14%F TF RHEA had seisod ths landing field
intaot where, contrary to usual procedure, the AA Guns were not mannsde TF
WEMPL: held control of the woods on the hizh ground southwest of HuxiR, TF
DAILEY had moved south of the town,and TF DANUBL (3/385) had attacked, seizsd
and secured SUDNIG (0385) under moderate artillur; and AT fire at 1254, ihese
positions were consolidated and tanxs and ID's deplo,ed 8o unat the: could fire
into the town. At 2#3# TF DANUBL s%tacked and ssourod HEM=R with TU auoi, T
WE:Plk, end TF DAILEY prepared to support with direct fire aoross their front if
they needed ite 3/395 Iuf Regt returned to tie ocontrol of the 33§th RCT in place
at HEMEBR at 2237,

At 162¢,the tank company commander end the batsalion 8«2 of the 17th Tk Ba
who were in the essault wave of TF WilNPLE,walked to the larze PX enclosure that

SURRXDER was at the foot of the hill west of their positions dere they

—F

PRISON CAMP were met by & German officer bearing a nots stating that there
were 23000 allied prisoners of war in the enclosure whom the officials were ready
to surrender to our forces, The tank CO and S-2 wire taken to ths Cawup (ommandant
where thay learned that Major THOMAS DAILeY, CO of TF DAILEY and at that time
negotiating for the surreunder of HEMER, had slready bwen there and instructed ths
Germans to keep control of the PW's until some of our forces could taks over, He
foresaw the impossible situation if all these half-starved prisoncrs werc turned

loose on the countrysidee Howe a8 most of the guards had already disjosed of
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their weapons and the pri;onoél were beginning to clip the barbed wire and slip
out in twos and threes, it was necessary for TP WEMPLE to send two platoons of
infantry and one platoon of light tanks to keep them in the oage.

A breakdown of prisonsrs in this camp by nationality was as follows:

BREAKDOWN AND LIVING CONDITIONS

19,411 Russiens
2,758 French
548 Belgiens
180 Italians
140 Polish
107 Jugoslave
‘ 99 Americans
30 Roumeniens
14 Creeks
4 Crecks
4 British
23,307 Total
The living oconiltions wers atrociouss The hospitel had 9000 pstients, with typhus,
pneuucnie, spolied fever, T B, and dysentery ragin; unoheuvked throughout the csmpe
There were ar. ovorage of 100 to 160 deaths a day end bodies were lying sround un-
buried. Ths prisoners olothes wers in rags, body lice were everywhere, and the
sanirary facilities were both filthy and woefully inadequate. The food situstionm
wad however nrobably the worst, There had heen no food whatsoever for the four
1)
fays nroceeding thc Amsriocaa arrival and before that the prisoners had been living
on barley ssup (one bow! per Russian per day and two bowls per other nathonalities
per day) and one loaf of bread for cv/ory ten mene Ihe Russians #ho had been there
the longest wors all suffasring from mlnutritio:.u The Americans, most of whom
had besn castured only a short time before, were in oonpardtively good oondition,
At 1997, » kitohen was operating and what evailable food supplies there were,
were beir; distributed. It was necessary at first to fire with small arms and a
FIRST light tank over tho hoads of tho prisoners to break up semi-rioting
HiL
grouzs in the chow line. They wers hard to control besause we were

handicapped by a lack of people who spoke Russian, lowever, & propagsnda tank




operated by 12th Amy*}mup.and attached to ™ TUPLE yug “~ought into
sction and after the situatinn was expleined, the trouble auieted down.
On the following morning, 15 Arril, es the di-ision bounderies were
shifted and the camp row fell the 9°th Divisicn's sactor, Corps re-
1ieved the Seventh Armored Division of this responsibility, 7F *E¥iIE
turned it over to the 395th Inf Regt. st 15115 ipril.

Combat Command "R vemained in Division reserve with TF CHAP'U'IS re-

attached as of 1. Combet Co-mand "2w contimed to maintain defensive

CCMB® rositions in KUNTRO™ , NSUEWRADT, and GARRECK until re-
£
cowpn lieved of this resnonsihi] ity by the 95th Infantry Regimant

of the 9th Infrntry Division at #ogy,
The mein preoccupation of the CIC in the RUHR Pocket wes deserters *n

civilian clothes. They‘aprrohendod some two thousand of these, most 0" whom

c.I.2, acknowledi'ed after s brief questioning. that they ware snlc-
ioru.g'hf majority hod pieces of paper saying that they were discharped and
permitted to travel home. Aprarently, in «n effort to ret soldiars threugh
our lims,conto"a had been set up where Cerman o ficers were {ismu‘nrg and
signing discherge certificates to anv Germen soldier om fo-t worker wo e ~ing
a8 uniform, Made by typewritey these certificstes 1:cked ofiicisl stamns,
destroyed by “"enemy" action. Another sympt-m showing the gick-oore of the
Nesi machine oaﬁo to 1ight on 14 Arri) when two ~gente of the CIC were
called to investigate o lyooting ir a civilian house in B0 CxTXHASEN .
onn investigetion they found FRAU JULIA “ILKK, FRAU SOWNNECHEN end C7ETA
WILER shot end lying on s bed in their home. CERTA YILKE was still alive




@ ®
and was evacusted, Gonalu:ivo evidence (tl:::htol in GERTA's hand)
pointed to the fact she had ghot the other two and then tried to take
hor own 11fe. "RAU JULIA WILKE was the locs! leeder NSDAP Freuenschaft
and FRAULEIN GERTA was the heed BDM, NSDAP .

On 15 April, the divigion ooﬁtimod the attack to the west advanoing
approximately 8,000 ysrds against stubborn resistance from dug-in ine
fantry supported by SP guns, 88¢ 8 20mm end LOmm direot fire pums. The

SUMM ARY main effort of the dsy was made by Combat Command ¥R®
whi% off st 9P from MENDEN, It sttacked slong two rontes with
8 task force on eanch route and s third force trail ing behind to sttack
thg flank of any resistance that presented itself. Most of the units
contected were AA units that had been committed to a finel defense of
the roeds lesding to the heart of the ;ocket. Gun crews were anritious
ard  fired vigorously on our forces, tut when their smsunition wes ex-
pended, they surrendered readily to the nearost troops without offering
further resistance, T ere apparently wre mo sttempt on their part to dis-
ahle ’the weapons when they were sbandoned.,

At #7% 15 april, TF BROWN moved out to the north with orders to
pass through units of the 5th Infantry Divis‘on st MENDEN (076). Then,
1t was to sttack to the west slong the morthern route, seizing and hold-
ing the high sround mortheest of the LENNE RIVER. At #9¢¥, the TF BROWN
forces launched their attack from MENDEN with TF SYEAT leading. Advencing
along the axis HAL.TNGEN(9918) = RJ (9516),he ran into maior opposition

while trying to move from G?ULAND(9617) to the road junction, Hers the enemy

gl



took full edvantage of natural defensive features and the rosd wes under
' CC*R® direct fire from well camouflaged Xmm flek gune and 8fRmm
AA=AT guns. Every soveme~' of our infantry brought Ido'n enemy artillery
end, in spite of counter-battery and direct tank fire on gun positions,

1t was impossible to push forwsrd. TF WLFE(who had heen following in column)
was directsd to proeeed via route YL INCEN(0018) ~FRTINGLOH(9P16) =X ALTHOF
(9614) and envelop the enemy flenk. This tuik force moved rapidly, nvorrun-
ing resistance in the form of snti-tank snd flak gun fire, and went

intc position in the sres east of KALTHOF, TF JFOLFE was now ordersd to take
KALTHOF in an effort to relieve the contimiing pressure on TR S#2AT,

TF MLFE with infantry of B/3th Arm'd Inf Bn. mounted on tarks of B//0th
Tank Bn, moved ranidly into the town after it had been softened by

the artillery. The tanks went in shoo*inr and KALTIDF surrendered without
gerious resistence, "F WIFE quiekly reopanised and, with infantry |
mounted on tanks, sttecked the road junction gimul taneously with TF S7FAT,
Both forces held up here for the evening and formed » terk=-infantry
strongpoint in the area by outposting the rosds and covering the probashle
routes of attack. In this squeese rlay, mmerous guns of 811 eelibras

and two Mark VI tanks were destroyed, enemy positions overrur, and shont

240 prisoners tsken.

TF GTIFFIN wes essigned the .outﬁorn route out of HMENDEY snd launchad
1ts attack from there along the axis MPNT EN-SInemaN(991 3) at 056, TP CRIFHIN
TF CRIFFIN ws halted by heavy oprosition in the form of artillery
end direct Tire from anti-gircreft wespons raking the column. V- gnwhile, 7F

M0LFE's envelopmeng,which hed “een Arimerily intended *o help out TF S TEAT,
:,g'_? X e 7.."',,&.: :g?it ie
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ves proving o great materisl assistanee to TF GRIFFIN, SUMMERN was

clearsd by 0 and TF GRIFFIN moved on to YALTHOF to seize and secure
R=FFI 1HGSRN,

The organisation o” the e-tillery wes changed considerably on 15
Actil. The 474th arm'd FA Bn. wae et‘ached to Combat Command "B« ag

g;vxsxg; of 1423f; the 440th and 400th Arw'd TA Bus, were
ettacgzd Lio Combat Command "mw; the 489th Amm'd FA Bn. wes placed in
foneral sunport as of 151 %4, A artillery battalions displaced forwsrd
es the tronps e'vanced. The night of 15 April, the crtillery made evary
effort to hit potential assembly or billeting aress of the enemy 2g herd
as possitle. Congiderable Corps Artillery was cal 1ed for and given.
Several American officars, P¥'s, reported that t;ﬂa fire was very ac-
curate and the most plentiful they hed ever witnessed, Later revorts
showed thst the night's fips ng complotely disrunted the shemy ocommuni-
cetions and thoroughly shoock the alreedy low morsle of the Germen troops,

TF "E¥PLY. and TF "HEA of Combat Command "A® remsined in nlace snd
nfwrmz was ralieved of the responsitility for the PW comp with the

cenan 22,000 e111ed ~risoners at 1615 by the 395th Inf. Regt. TF

1%'.&..—7 DAILEY withdrew from H™MER and consolidated nositions at
DEILINGHOFFEN(0509) at /#15. Combat Command "B with the addition of
TF DBRATY attached during the dey stayed in division reserve, following
behind Combat Command win

Comhet Command "Pn contirmed the attack at first 1ight on 16 april

with tuo tosk frrces abresst. 2t f6¥, the attack =as hslted when one af the

tesk forces iritiated roceedinee for the surrender of enemy troors,
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It foreshedowed the end of the enemy forces in the part of the nocket

SUYMARY where the Severth hod heen oners*ing. A negotinrted sur-
16 - APRIL 4
render was ef ected between Colonsl JOHN I. RYAN, JR., Chief of Staff
of the Seventh, representing the Commending Ceneral, and Major Gen~ral
FRITZ PAYEFLETN, OG of the LIIT Corps, who surrendered ell the forces
under control of his Corps. At 12% plans were complated for the sur-
render of the enemy troops snd the ~emainier of *ha ey =as svent in the
collection snd evscustion of orisoners. A finasl count of the mmber of
pris-ners taken was 20,300. By the and o¢ the period, Combat Commgnd """
had cecupied sll of its ohjectives slong the 1 7NME BIVEF and hrd es-
4¢ablighed road hlocks where necessary.
Colonel FRANCIS E. TOMPKINS, 00 of Conbst Commend "iv, directed

that an sggressive -ttack be regumed at “irst light on 16 Aoril, with

SU- “ENDER TFS BROWN and GRIFFIN atrerst. st #AF/, the et eck

NEGC TIATIONS
wes abruptly in‘errupted when a ermsn Certain, C-2 of the 114¢h
"anzer Division, ceme ~ut of the woods snd presented himself to leadirg
elemants nf TF "7TYVIN, He 4-dicated that he <asired to necotiate the sir-
rardar of anemy troops, 1.+, Col. CRIFFIN immedietely reported this inci-
dert to Gol. TMPKINS who wented to 'row exactly 7o the Csptain ren-e-ent-
od. He said he r presented the CG of the 116th Panzer Division. ‘e wrs
‘01d to return to his CP srd return #Ath someone who hed sufficient suthor-
ity to nepotiate a surrender, Col. T #PKINS reportad this mnvars-ti r to
valor Gereral FOIERT . HAT FOUCK, CC of ‘the ".venth, sho imiedie aly eart
Col. J HN T, RYAN, JR,, “ie ‘hief of staf® tc he dle the r:o"o*ﬁf:**f rs, Srort

1y sfter Col. RN @ rivac on the :cene, ‘he "ermsn ~unfain ~aturned «ith

(




Ceneral VON YALDENBERG, CG of the 116th Panser, wo said that he
was spesking not only for his own diviasion but had besn empowered
to spesk for Mejor Ceneral FRITZ BAYERLEIN, CG of the 53rd German
Corps. He was told thst we were mot Interested in any piacemeal
surrender of certain units and so he volunteered to take Col, RYAN
back to Corps hesdquarters where terms for the Corps surrender

might be disoussed.

Accompanied by Captain WILLIAM C., ARTHUR, Aidée toGenersl
HASBROUCK, and & group of MP's, Col. RYAN went with General VON
WALDENBERG to the headquarters of the LIII Corps. There General

SUR-ENDER OF  BAYERLEIN announced he wss speaking for the
ontireméorpl which included in addition to the 116th Panzer, the
120th Infantry Division, the 190th Infamtry Division and the rem-
nante nf the 9th Pangzer Division, Col. RYAN, as the represent g
tive of General HASBROUCK, l1aid down the surrender terms. All
troops would be assemhbled in the designated areas; all srms would
be stacked; no material wculd be destroyed; armed guards would
be placed over material until relieved by American troops. Fif-
teen minutes were given the Germans to make a decision and if
st the end of that time they felt the need of further persussion,
Col. RYAN pointed out that plsnes were available 80 the Seventh
and ro time would be lost in calling them in to bomb the area.

In less than three mimtes, the Germans
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anmunce;] their dect cidnx the surrender terms ware sc-epted,

The size of this mess surrender can he better approcisted by laov-
ing a* the total figures of nrisnnars teken. For the period 152:¢¢
to 162407, the SeveAth prccessed 20, 303 Cerman prisoners of war. 'Knovm

BX SOFE units thst surrendered intact o the division sre:
116th Penzer Divigion, 180th Infantry Diviaion, 190th Tnfantry Division
and remnants of the 9th Panzer Division. A mimber of nther Ad, "ngineer,
Artillaery, TD, venlecemant training, and service formatinng loceted in
the Corps ares turned themgelves in.There were four Gararal Hfee cers,
all with field commands, ¥ajor Genere] PRTT? CAYERIZTX, 0G, IITT Corrs;
Hefor Ceneral HAMMER, 0C, 190th Infantry Division; Qrigedisr General
KICST R IPZR, CG, 180th Infantry Division and rigsdiar Ceneral WX
WALDENW'RG, (G, 116th Panzer Division. In addition, thea M oF the re-
maing of the 9th Panger Divi sion, Colonel ZDIIEN KOPF, wss included in
the tske. ‘A- brief recapitulstion nf rr!isonars of war taken »v the d!vigisn
to date follows:

"risoners taken prior to crossing of RHINE R, 9,095

Teken between RHINE R, snd ©D«R - SE DAV, 13,771
T.k.n fmn th. mHR Pod(.t‘---------O-- 3&"&76
¥11itsry p-rsonnel in overmun hoapitals

(no% evacusted)~- -—-eoooo . 7 - 1,313
Crand total to date(16 A;ril 45)---n-_._ A0,945

The following sre conservativa estimates on {temg o militery en:ip-
ment thet were delivered to Division '™ ceges following the mass sur-endar
on 16 April:

MATERITL
Motor vehicles (all types)-----c-cee- - R50




Yotoreycl agemnemean 106

Ricycl ageee-eommmmee 200
Horseg==cccencuen == 200

Horse-drawn veh,---- 100

There wes mo flow of wesklings in the toll of prisoners heing rro-
cessed ofter the mase surrendar, but a cross section of GCermeany's ex-
ieting military machine. There were stifY, ~ulet Prussisn officers; over-

FINAL ¥ARCH age GAF men, s‘rong, young Grensdiers; crinpl-d Isnd-
sers, ar-ogant nanzer troopers, paunchy recervists, recently inducted teen-
afgers, monocle-vearing sristocrats and foreign natinnals. Many of the units
moving to the cages Qarchod as if in review haforas the WEEVER, others
slouched and straggled as if thoi had been »1d in s vise for months and
then suddenly releazed. Cerman officers barked orders and the soldiers obeyed
&8 they heve alwaya done. Thers was a ocnapicuous sheence of romorsge; 1t was
rot uncommon tc see a group gothered around an scoord‘onist singing 141ting
German songs, English-spesking nrisoners offered their gervices; other solde
fers bent evory off't'bl"t to answer the heck and csll of their conquerors. The
most nravalant ouestion was "7111'I remain in dermany? "3 the most pravalent
thought 3 "How sorn will I get heme? " In compliance with the surrender terms,
German trrops bagan to nour from all dirsctinons towsrd the four apnointed
collact 'ng points at noon on 16 April. The ™ow of prisoners contimied unin-
terruptedly until the next morning, Gnllect ng voints were nstabl ished in
TF BRO¥N's area, TF GRIPFIN's area, snd the #7th Cav Ren Sq (¥ecz) area.
From such cllacting nroints they were evacvat ¢ to divigion and tavond hy
their own rreatly varied trangortation end whatever vehicles wvo-a avgiletle

from the feventh . At 12/ on 17 April, the Seventh Ammored D'v{si n wss re-
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lieved of responsibi) tluding accpptance sand ev:cuse~

tion of prisoners,
In an Order ~f the Day dated 19 Arril from Major Cenersl RIPFRT v,
HASBROUCK to the officers snd men of the Seventh Armored Division, their

QRDTR OF part in the collspse of the RUHR Focket 1s outlined in the
D
following extract:

The "--~e=migsion was to chop up the pocket
you helped to create. Despite mountainous
terrain which greatly fesvored the enemy, you
drove to the hesart of his defenses. That
part of the Pocket you were to reduce cessed:
to exist at 245 on 16 April.

~==agnod hunting.®




After the hard fighting o the first few weeks in April, the Seventh
Ammored Di-ision mnved from the RTHR pocket and the mountsinous country of
UMM 4 RY southern WMMSTPHALIA to an essembly area near GOTTINCEN(532¢)
and tha onan m11ing farmlard of RRUNS™ICK, From 18 Anril to 2 April, ex-
tersive maintensnce of equipment and rehatilitation of pearsonnel 58 car-ied
out. 4 training directive to cover s seven day period wes issued on 2 Apri],
Tt deslt with calibration.of weerons, Information and Rducstion mbjiects,
training for vehiouler crews, employment of support ng weanbna ne g team,
militery courtesy, insgtruction in Military Government, and tactical walks.
Locsl sacurity was established and civilian contre? messures were enforced
ir the division sone. At 12¢, the Seventh wos detached from ITI Corps and
atteched to V Corps. 7hen it had completely closed in the new ereg on 18
April, it wes placedin SHAEF.reserve. at 120 on 22 A ri1, the division
wes relecsed from attachment to Vv Corps, remaining in SHAEF reserve hut
reverting to First U, g, Amy ocontmol,
On 16 Apri}, Combat Co-mand "A® 1oved from the vicinity of RROCKHATSEN
J (0709) to an assembly ares near COTTINLEN, G/27th Ren Sq(Mecs) was attached
st #7P¢ and the 489th Am'd F) Pn. at 23, C-mbat Commend *B® moved from
WENDRN (0516) to GOTT'NCEN with B/27th attached at 179¢. on 17 April, Combat

Co mand "Rt wgg relfeved in its sector along the RUHR and LANNE RIVRRS at
12/¢ by the 5th Tnfentry Division and begen to wove to the division assemhly

eres. Bv 12 April, all ~lements of the Seventh were closed in the new sesemhly

146-25 APRIL area. The 434th, 440th, 4R9th Arm'd FA Bns snc A& B/203nd
AAA Bn. a1l reverted to Division Arfﬂlary control, All elaments of the R7¢th

5?"'3,‘3
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Cav Pen Sa (Macz), the R1/th "D Rn, and the 33rd Arm'd Fngr. 3n. returned
to contml o division troops. Gn 20 Anril the //Ath OM Tr Tr Cn. and the

39€7th 0¥ "rk o, were ralessed to First 7., . irmy econtml,
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A FEX ORPS; 4 NEW pRuy

At 12 on 25 Aoril the division was attached to the XVIIT Corps
(Airborne) fo- future orerations in the sres to the east snd morth nf
RAMBURG, Cermany. Billeting detsils left for the new srea on 2R7¢H.

‘Smﬂié% At BH4F on the morning of 29 Acril, the :evheth Armored
Division beesn to move from COTTINGEN out through the farmland of BRUNSWICK
end onto the flat factory-dotted rlain st the eastern tip of the RUHR,
Pessing through bombed-out AFUNIATCK, they continued rorth into the semb-
rine sandy fields, snd toy-1ike vilieges, reminiscent of southesst 17 AND,
of the LUN! WRRCRR haath-country until they resched their ss2embly greg in
the reneral vieinity of CELTE(59590 . On the last “ey of April, all elements
of the divisfon larss the /46th Q¥ Tr Tr Co. end Resr Fchelon Augrented had
resched the new destinstion,

The Seventh Armored Division was row working under the gt Ammy Croup,

3t tish ond Army, Americen YVITT Airborne Corps. Other divisions in the Corps

N W rLaiis wore the Arerican 22nd Afrborne snd 8th' Infantry Divisions
and the Pritish éth Airborne Division., The YVITI Corps wes to secure orosa-
ings of the T "R or the ~ight flenk of the “ritigh 2nd Army, Moving reanarally
north and esst it wag +a both cut the morth German pocket in two hw sliecing
through to the Baltie and to affect s linkup w#ith the Russians somewhere on

the flat ¥"CKIFKRURG *1ain, The end was clearly in sight.
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6-2 NoTss (adhl 1945 - 30 April 14

As the month began, there was no appreciable difference from the
comditions that existed at the end of March. There was still a watoh
being maintained to'tho West, where the pocketed enemy was believed
most capable of intervention - through the manifestation of a break-
out of the pocket that had beem created during the preseding moath.
Other than a continued sereening of persons in the area, there were
few incidents of military impertamce to the treeps of the Divisioa.
By-passed enemy imdividuals and small groups contimued to come imte
the open to surrender to eur foroces, and ecoasiomally, a mere ambitious
eaemy soldier, in biddimg fatr to escape his predicament would fire
-upen members of the Divisioa. Such was easily breught te an ead, with
the numbers of persons being processed by the Division PW cage dimimish-
ing daily. Te the 5sh of April, at which time coatact was reestablished
with an orgenized eaemy, a total of 1,515 prisomers were takea by treeps
of the Division, most of which were stragglers or convalesceats takea
ia the area as the time permitted by the statlic mission allowed a more
or less thorough sereening of the entire area beiag escupied,

Upea learning that the Division was to be committed in operatims
against the formed pecket, se-called RUHR pookot. interest was shifted
wholeheartedly to what the pooket oontainodvnnd what the basie efforts
of the ferces within the emclesure had been up to the time eof the Divi-
sioas comaittment. iho scene of the greatest amount of eaexgetic ae-
tivity by the emcircled inony forces had been ea the Last side of the
pocket, where several formatioas, 1ﬁolndin; the 130 Pz Lehr Div, 116
Ps Div, aad supportiag Iaf divisions had beea gathered for am sttempted
breakeut where the emcircling forees were weskest. It was unknewa just
how maay ferses were coatained ia the pecket; ceacervative estimates had
ranged earlier from 50,000 te 80,000, Ilater estimates, more or less
esnsurreat with the Divisiea's empleymea$, had been boosted %o reughly
150,000 ememy troe$s. It was knowa that shere were ia the pecket many

formidable, or once-fermidable, eaémy divisieas. The supply lnuuonbb
wl]l e



was expected to be relatively good, particularly in the line of muni-
tions and vehicles, for the pocket was centered more or less on the
{adustrial Ruhr district, where many of the materiels of war had been
produced for the military machine of Germany through this struggle,
Feod supplies were umknown, but were believed to be fairly good, for
1t was also within the confines of the pocket that many commerdial
agricultural products were known to have been produced, |

When the Division was committed to action on 5 April %o the West
of the little moumtain town of OBERKIRCHEN, it was against a bitter
and determined enemy that eperations were immediately directed. It
‘might well be said that the enemy'was not overly strong in numbers, but
every avenue of approach into eamemy territory available to the Division
was of a camalized mature, and a serious development of the terrain by
the enemy had beem effected or was effected upon the approach of Divi-
sion treeps. Every imch of ground was contested by various elements of
the 130 Pz Lehr Division. After contact with the enemy had been estab-
lished bz 0645 oa the moraing of the 5th, solid contact was maintei ned
throughout the day. Slight advances were made against the enemy, and by
the eand of the period, we eccupied the town of ALMERT sand favorable ter-
raia to the West of it, and other troops had advanced to the villages of
WINKHAUSEN, while ferces had by-pessed this village to the South and
nad advanced to a poimt some 1500 meters beyond. Yhe action of the day
was characterized by an almost non-ending series of local counterattacks
that were do-ighod te deay us the favorable poimts of terrain that had
beea gained ia the dirriculs fighting.

The eaemy efforts had beea made primarily with infantry troops with
an everwhelming weight of sati-armor weapons, all directed at our foxoces
shat made their way sowa the sarrow mountain reads. Artillery and
mortar suppert was available and was used by the enemy to harass our
rear areas and te support the counterattacks that were launched againmst
foxrweard positioas. Seme armor was onoountorid during the eperations
of the day, but as the eperations ef armor were as hampered for the
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eAemy as they were for :r owa forces, it was blio.ally dispesed 1ia a
supportiag role for the troops that were emcountered ea the greumd. .

Oaly 33 prisoners were taken in the forward areas during 5 April.
An additional 27 were taken in the rear areas, from stragglers aad
convalescents and deserters - making the total for the day 60, tho
lightest day for prisoner toll oxp;rionpod since the Divisioa had
crossed the Rhime River, Basically, the identifications made in rbr-.
ward areas placed the epposiag olon.;tl as the 338 Iaf Div ;nd 130 Ps
Iehr Div., Straggler ideamtifications comfirmed that the 176 Ianf Div
was also present within the near vicility, and was a fermation that was
to be reckonod with in future operatioas. The predominance of AA fire
frem many weapons im defensive positions maintainmed by the eaemy laid
reason to the fact that it was supposed that AA defenses of the Ruhr
industrial district would be used extensively in ground roles as seoa
as taotical situations dictated such. (NOTE: News from adjaceat for-
mations confirmed the ever-increasing use of AA.GI ground weapoms, eand,
as'woll, bore out that resistance to pressure being exerted agaimst the
eastern perimeter of the pocket was universally fierce.)

The 6th of April saw a contimuation of the fierce resistamce that
had beem put up.against our forces on the previous day. Heavy fighting
was sncountersd by our forces aa they advanced te amd cleared the vilg
lage of GRAFSCHAFT early during the day. The resistance was primarily
from light weapons; there was a decrease in the amoumt of morstar and
artillery fire inm this, our seuth, sector. Later in the day, however,
several concentrations of mertar fire were recorded im or near this
towa, peinting to the fact that the enemy had displaced his weapoas to
the west to better apply them im & supperting role for further attacks.
our ferces te the morth pushed patrels to the little village of
HOTTHAUSEN; the patrols foumd little before the towm, but while there,
were vigorously coumterattacked and were foreed to withdraw. The XEXKEE

counterattack was made by a rather small force, or rather, two small
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ferees, that were supported dy armor ia the foxmm !lbnt least twe Tiger
" tanks., The Swe feroes ceaverged on the village from the mexthwest amd
the west, and were supperted by the first coordinated artillexy fire
that had beea experiemced for some time by feroes of the divisden.
Farthezr te the west, our fefoes were able %o gain eatzamoe to the sowa
of GLEIDORF, and were able te maimtaia Sheir hold on that towa despite
heavy fire frem beth mortars sad artillery. Muoh asti-teak fire had
beea sexperienced by eur troeps ia reaching the towa, much of it coming
from taaks themselves and rrunAuolr-pxopollcd artillery pleces.

Ideatificatiens made during the period frem 288 prisoners peinted
te a possible relief of the 130 Pz Lehr Divisioa, which was believed
$eo be pretty badly shattered and to be in the process of moviag generally
%o the morthward, possibly for the purpose of augmentiag forces that
were still attempting to escape the pocket ia the vicimity of PADERBORN,
where the 116 Pz Div was kaowa to be. Basically, the identifications
were made frem the 338 Iaf Div, whioh was rolt/:avc oome imte the area.
feor the simgular purpo-o of sealing off our attempts to break imntoc the
mentral pertioa of the pockot. What suppert it had was umknewn at the
time, but it was defimitely felt that it had more than ample armor at
its dispesal, possibly some remzining ¢ lemeats of the 130 Pz Lehr Div
or from separate formations that had coms imtothe area. The appearance
of nunﬁrous separate uaits fightiag as infaniry peinted to the fact that
the ememy's use of aanything thgt was in umniferm for infantry commitiment
at a point nmearest its existing lecation.

!hnltic defense of every inch of the greund was ggaina the order
for 7 April, after launching the dax's evenis with counterattacks against
our pesitioms in GLEIDORF. The first counterattack was launched at
0315, with an undetemined number of infantry and at least one tank.
This effort was repulsed, wi th the forces withdrawing to the northward
towards FREDEBURG. At 0500, @& determined coeunterattack from the same
direction (the morth) was launched on GLEIDORF, with a participgting
force of some 300 imnfantry and at least 5 tanks. The efforts were
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repulsed by eur ferces .tho Sewn by 0735, with a‘out 4 o She m
damaged, and over a hundred priscaers takea. The remaining tllkl‘!iilm
Grow tovards FEKDKBUAG, sad the isfaatry withirew to the woeded azee §oi
$he high greumd to the west of GLEIDORF. , .v.
Our tresps im the vieinity of HOLCHAUSEN, whe had beea nub:nuuac
%o artillery amd mertar fire during the presediag night, easounsexy i
dug-ia infantry armed with panser fauste and small ‘arms both/‘o
of the tewn amd in the tewa iSself. It was aet uatil 1900, and af
& bitterly centested eatry, Shat eur ferces semtrelled $he tuwa. v
lclILLlllnlaa. the largests Sewa ia the area, whieh was attae ly
sur forces during the day, effered resistance shat varied frem Mmﬁ

te heavy. Foxces shat attempted to ensexr the town from the seush wexys
-abjdctod to small arms and mmchine M t:l.x. fxrem pesitions seuth 'ot""
the tewn, and evea more on the seuthera sutskirss of the tewa sace i$

was ontAcrod . Bazoeka fire was glse emcountered in the southera eus-
skirts of the sewa, and artillery was played omn the towa from the aersh-
west and west - most of it from self-propelled pieces. ZElemeats eof the
Division that attempted to enter the town from the east met witherimg
small arms fire and fire from anti-tank weapons and self-propelhed

pleces within the town. Onoce inside the t;ll, fexces were faced with the
dugl prellem ef cembatting fanatiec resistance end poor ob-'oxution that
was ocsused by the buildiags burning frem our owa artillery and air prop-
nxatienﬁ. The blinding smoke concealed many enemy weapons that ocentinued
te deliver heavy welumes of fire on our ferces that were ebliged te clear
the towa heuse by heuse. The towa was cleared of eamemy by 1900,
Yielding over 300 prisoners.

The oaly substantial 1dnt1ﬁcat10ns made during the day were of
the 338 Infantry Divisien, which seemed to have takea over the eatire
defensive sector against which we were pittin‘ our efferts. The ceuater-
attacks made en GLREIDORF duriag the earlier part ef $he day had been
mede by ene regiment of the divisphea with the suppors ef a GHQ Heavy
Tank Battalion, and the defemnse of the city of SCHMALLENEERG was made
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Ay osather regimest of the divisiea, -1&& augaeasd frea & aumber of
small and sepazate uaits Shat were ceatered aroul the t/n N
A se%al of 472 prisencgs were takea d uxriag the po#io‘, ozzlnliﬂn
of & mumber of prisemsrs that wers left ia She Rospitals ia ac.n.xﬁnnb.
A ceatinned defense was enssuntered ea 8 April, theugh net te §a1t.
the sens marked dsgree s ia She pass. Our fexces in the seuth lMt
a relasively quiet aight, and were able to advanse o seize the tewas
of OBRNINGHADSEN and EBLINGHOF against mederate resistance ohn:notdFis.(
primarily by smell arms and machine gua fire, Foxces that moved to the
weoded area te the west and morshwest of GLEIDORF met seme small arms
ytzt iR reashing the téod-, but listle rxesistanece was offered duriag the
day te the ferces eperating ia the woods. Semé¢ tank and self-prepelled
gua fire was received by these ferces, mestly fiem the ¢ ommanding

terxraian te the seuthwest.
our ferces that advansed te $he west from HOITHAUSEN met some fire

~ frem iseolated gzihiu of ememy, and emcountered several lightly defended
positieas, primarily astride the roads that led imte FREDEBURG. Some
‘effert had beea made by the ememy to effect roald bleoks alemg the route
of advance. Outposts fer the defense of FREDEBURG were also eacountered,
aad as feroes entered the stowa of FREDEBURG, they eaceuntered a fanmatically
4inded greup of emexy treops. House by house fightiamg was necessary,
and was still in progress at the end of the dnyfl oporation-.
S00 prisoners were taken during the periog,iamnd the identificati ons
'woro still most persisteatly of 757 and 759 Regimemts of the 338 Iaf Div,
theugh seme rather substamtial identification was made of 901 Pz Gren-
adier Regimeat of the 130 Pz Lehr Division, iddicating that the entire
division had mot beea pulled frem the preseat conflict. In addition,
additional edd units without particular attributes exdept that they
seemed to be umder $he control of the 338 Inf Div were encountered during
the peried. A goeod many Velksturmers were feund fighting in the tewns
of the area; their inclinations t owards fighting were not strong. |

Or 9 April, the enemy's actioeas were more varied than duriag v /
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previeus days. His de esto the west of !'REDIB’ were as well org-
anized as his usual preceding pattera, and consisted primarily of
Physical blecks on routes of advgmoe that were well defended. Our foroes
in this sector, attoi completing the occupation ef FREDRBURG, were able
teo move westwazd to ocoupy the villages of HEIMINGHAUSEN and MALLAR,

beth of which were defended by small forces of iafantry supported by
tanks and self-propelded weapens. The moss diltnrb;ng factor in this
sector was a smoke soreen that the enemy laid ia the valley dewa whiech
our forxces operated, reduciang observatioan te an abselute mimimum uatil
abeut midday.

The enemy's defenses in the Obr EERNDORF-ARPE-KOBEENRODE sreas were
Aot as well organized as during the past few days, and eur tmeeps were
able te eccupy these three peiats, as well as interveaing poiats without
teo much difficulty, haviamg $0 everrua Rumereus AA weapeas pesitioas,
however, in the process. The towa of MANKHAUSEN, between the twe focal
reutes of operatioas, was particularly well defemded, and were not aa-
$irely oversoms by our troop- at the end of the day's eperatioens.

The eneny's defenses during the day, it might well be said, werxe
characterized by his usual defense of key terraiam features with all
weapons available. Though the defense was mot as bitter ian the extrexe
seuth sector, it might well be echarged to the faet that defease of this

rea weuld not have besn too prefitable to She enemy, as ths pesitions
ecoupied by our troops had, to a large exteat, beean eempremised by

tot;ans of friendly txoops operating te eur seouth.

All of the oembat elemeats of the 338 Inf Div were ideatified
daring the day's epexatioas, as were VL. 901 and 902 Pr Gremsdier Regts
of the 1%0 Pz lehr Div, plus aan asao#innnt o({ollAunilt that were be-
soming mere azd more prevalent. A total of 847 prisensrs were taken
duriang the peried - the largest h.g to date in the Division's acsions
agaiast the pookes; im Shis mumbey, Rewever, were 500 Whe Were everrua
ia $he five hospitals in YREDEBURG, |

Again ea 10 April the ememy ¢lected tecoatiaue his defemses by a

sexies of isolated pesitioams, not neeessarily eeanected, amd primarily
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based along tho‘ availa‘bl?rocds in the area, loat‘or the positions had
ample suppert from tanks amd from self-propelled guns, which acted purely
in a defensive role and not aggressively at all. Several isolated hasty
minefields were encountered duriug the psriod, as were road blecks and
demelitions. %he predeminance of AA weapons was more marked than during
previous perieds; they were smcountered in groumnd roles in support of
virtually every defemsive poiition that the ememy chose to occupy.

| Ia the north sector, BREMSCHEID was heuvily defended, and it wes
ealy after a brisk fight against small arms and machine guns that our
forees were able te eccupy the towa. The town of DORLAR was the only
?opnlotol peint shat eur foroes had eatered to date in this eperation
Shat was not defeaded. Less than a kilemeter rfrom BUMR, however, along
the route of advaamce, the reestablishment of a defensive bund was notsad,
what with emcountering a system of road blecks backed up by minefields.

In ether sectors, our forces were able to occupy the villages of '
MENKHAUSEN, GRIMMINGHAUSEN, and ILOCHTRAP against fire from all arms, and
the pepulated points of Ndr MARPE, KUKELHEIM, DORMECKE, and Cbr MARPE
were cleared after slight but fanatioc resistance from small groups of
iafantxymen supported by some armor and AA weapons.

Enemy artillery, which had dboen rather light for the past few days,
Jame more iato premimenee, though mot en a definite or organized program.
The greater part of the fire was played on ths southeramost froas and con-
sisted primarlily eof fire frem self-propelled weapons, although there
was a listle 150mm fire recorded. :

In addition teo *65 bxilonerl that were taken during the period,
Shere were 13 pieces of armoer deatreoyed, and numerous weapons, includiag
2 8ix inoh field piecces, 3 - 88am guns, 4 - 40mm AA guas, and 11 - 20am
AL guas. Ia esdditiea, nearly fifty assorted moter vehicles were destreyed.

For the first time in this fight, elements of the 3 Panzer Grenadier
Divisiea were ideatified in the enemy's ranks. Both the 8 and 29 Panzer
Greamdier Regimeats were identified, aleag with most of the slemeats of
the 338 Iaf Div and some clonn;gh'of,phe 130 Pz Lehr Div, plus an evea
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more impressive lot of sgller units. The most pre,ominant of these
"extras" weres the AA Battalions, of which there were at least eight
identified during the period. #1lso, there were several artillery for-
mations identified during the period, the personnel having been employed
in infantry roles, as there were few pileces left aund little_ammunition
for those that were still in firing condition. Several tank units were
also identified through the crew members that were taken prisoner.

The enemy followed the same general‘pattern of operations on April
11th, using road blocks, mines to # Jimited degree, stroang points of
infentry supported with armor to a limited degree to delay our advancs,
The reappearance of AA weapous- 1n ground role was a little more in pro-
minemce than during previous days, as the Division penetrated deeper into
the area wherein so many of the weapons had been used for defense agaimst
alr attacks. Aitillery fire was somewhat lighter ther during previous
periods, confirming to a certain degree the lack of artillery support
for the hasty organizations that were opposing our advance, and further
shortage of ammunition, or rather, lack of fransportation to forward
positions from possib;y existiug supply iustallations to rear of the
present frout lines, '

Aerial observation continued to show a great deal of movement ia
the rear areas, pointing mor: cenclusively to the confusion being ex-
perienced by the troops that had not been able to escape from the pocket.
Prisonars alsb reported some movement, primsrlly of armored formations,
those that were more or less out of coantact in the forward areas, The
resson was unknown. Perhaps the enemy was hopeful that he could con-
centrate his armor for further efforts at breaking out of the pocket,
or that he was of the opinion that a coucentration in the rear areas
would offer him a force that he could use as a mobile reserve to pos-
sibly press against the major efforts being pressed against him.

During the period, the first experience during this operation of
a town being surrendered by a non-military person was undergone by forces

entering SCIILIPRUTHZRN, wherc the burgomaster met forward elements and
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lO‘"P"l proferred ton’or surrender, whish .mlal a vexy
military garrisea present ia the village. | e
904 prisencrs sf war wers taken duriag she peried, ll"ll‘;‘g‘ L
were identified elements of the 338 Infantxy Divisien, xaorum
Divisiea, 3 Panszex Greasdier Division, 176 Infaasry Mvuiug 16
Division, 476 Iafantxy Divisiea, and aay numbexy eof scpnx!to n:::?\ahﬁll
fermetions, AA units, Heme Guard Battalioas, aad several nitoqllnnt.ﬂi
Aixr Oexrps Servige units, N
Gaptured amnd destroyed during the period !bro %8 motor tza;lpqiﬂp, .
8 AA guns (20mn & 40mm), 1 - 150mm Artillery piooo, 3 - TSam EQ;t-propgl;

led guns, and 6 tanks. In addition 2 - 88mm anti-tank guns vor;\hqpturol
(NN

intaot. _

On April 12sh, the Division was rianliy abls te use the serrain thas
s qnceuntorod %o break completely through the syssem of defenses thas
had beea attempted, and a speedy advance was marked up. The enemy was
badly erganised, and advances were made without serious difficulsy. A
serrific toll ef prisoners was taken, including mest of the staff of the
IXXXI Cerps, which had been eontrelliag the sester in which the Divisiea
had been eperatimg. It appeared that cemmunicatioas had completely
broken down as far as the ememy was cencerned, for this headquarters and

{ ethers were completely esut of teuch with one anosher, aad it had been
impessible for them to keep abreast of the situation on their own froats
er en adjacéat ones. | ‘

For the first time during the eperation, the terrain emcountered
was other than completely a hindranee to the Division's eperaticns. BY
turning weas in the sector, the troops were able to reach out to roads
and countryside that permitted limited opexations off the mein axis, aad
with this in mind, it was possible to get around the anemy's pxinarj
defenses and noutralize them without the reaulting*lnls.of speed of ad-
vance that had been experienced thus far im the operation. The Divisiea
was sble to roaéh into the rear areas of the ememy's feorces, and was
able to effeet a great deal of material damage to the troops on the ,

ground, beth in personnel and in equipment. The amount ef equipmens -7
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that was dutfoyid and overrun was 80 enormous th’ en ¢stimate was not
even to be attempted.

It was strange to note that while one force of thi,Division was
eble to record all of the aforementiconed advsnces, it was impossible
initiselly for another force to gsin anything like the same apeed due to
the fact that 1% was operating in cousitry in whioch most routes were
cenelized and even the feeblest efforts of the enemy were sufficient to
delay the forces to an immessurable degree. While the defenses that
the enemy had were not defended as in the past, the mere presence of
road blocks =nd the like were enough‘to slow down the advanceé, for
there were few detouring routes that were available for use by the
;attaoking foroes.

It was estimated that during the period, over 4,000 prisoners were
taken. In this lot were prisoners from all of the formations that had
been previously contacted, plus a miscellany of odd units that were
more or less employed without mission a2nd without adequate supplies. k
There was some armor cont:oted during the period, but mcst of the
prisoners from the armored units were fighting as infantry, if fighting
at all, when captured.

In spite of the striking success that the Division enjoyed during
the period, 1t was felt that the general scheme of the enemy's tactics
had not bcen abandoned, and it was expectédd that more contact with
terrain defenses and defense along roads would be encountered during
future operations against the pocket. It was not at this time believed
that the enemy was broken, but that he had suffered a temporary setback
because he hsd not been vrepared for an attack in the direction or the
speed with which it had been launched. It was felt that s continued
defense of critical features would be encountered, even though it might
be of token nature, and by troops that were not of the ooinion thst their
prosition was unimport:nt in the shole scnhneme of defense. The quality
of the prisoners pointed to this fact rather conclusively; it did not

appear that the general morsle of the enemy had been at all broken.
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The operations on April 13th bore out suppositions to a great
extent. The nature of the terrain ag=in afforded the enemy an excel-
lent oprortunitz to implementing hie defensive measures from critical
features. The roeds cut through nerrow mountain passes, and were dif-
ficult for srmored units to use except in narrow columns. The eneny
followed his past example, and deployed his anti-armor defenses astride
the roade in depth, permitting him to delay our advences to a great ex~
tent, Artillery fire was heavy on occasions, and even led one to believe
that the enemy had recuperated in realms of displacement of artillery/
pieces and in supply of ammunition for them. Direct fire from anti-
tank weapons was also much heavier.

There was even one display of aggressaion during the period, when
in an otherwise calm sector to the south of the Division!s area a
snall force of infantry with limited armored'aupport counterattacked
our forces in an attempt to regaln some features of ground that com=-
manded a portion of that sector. The counterattack was launched in
the vicinity of NEUNRADE, with the enemy foroces moving to the north.

It was contained without difficulty; our forces mmximzxitm were able to
inflict rathar heavy personnel casualties and knocked out one Mark V
tank that was supporting the attack,

Most of the strong points encountered during the period by advano=-
ing forcea offersd resistance in direct proportion to the amount of
preassure exerted upon it. After some delay had been caused the attack-
ing forces, and after artillery had been brought to bear on the points,
the troops manning the position surrendered. However, their missions
were fairly satisfactorily oarrioﬂ out, for fhc delay was a merked one
when the combination of all of the delays ocaused dy all of the points
were considesed on an overall basis.

Over 6000 prisoners ware pﬁboessad during the period{ which would,
if taken at face value, cause one to wonder why progress had been as

slow as it had been. The truth of the matter was that no&t of the

prisoners were taken in the soreening of the areas to the rear that -77
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hlad been passed through.) rapidly on the dar betc‘, and trhe will to
‘ fight was at a low ebd when these forces saw the power th-t was being
pushed through the area w-ich they ~=d been defernding. Amons the
prisoners was the remainder of the staff of the LXXXI Corps, including
the Commander, Ganer-:l der Infantrie EKOCHLING. These remains of the
staff had been separated only a short while from those cantured on the
day before and submitted to surrender to a patrol operating in the in-
active seotors towards the rear. Also surrendering in the rear was the
Transport Battalion of the 3 P-nser Grenadier Division, which had been
in hiding in a wooded area when our forces pushed through the day before.
They offered no fight and surrendered with all of the equipment of the
)battalion, which included a large number of vehicles,

Some success was attained during the period'in broadcast appeals
in the bypassed areas. It was estimated that over 1,000 prisoners were
gathered from the wooded areas when broadcasts were directed to them
and surrender terms offered. Most of them so taken were more afraid of
what would happen to them if they surrendered than if thev hed to be
rooted out.

The Divisioﬁ was able to make rather bold strikes again on April
l4th, primarily because of the fact that the forces were again in ter-
rain that offered them some latitude in movement. PFriendly foroces had
pushed up to the north towards HEMER, #nd as our forces attacked west-
ward in the corridor leading towards that city and its nearby airfield.
The enemy forces there had little alternati?i’bthe: than surrender, and
skbowed it. There was some display of their defensive attitude, but it
wes ﬁot as, pronounced as it haé been the day before. ITrue, the terrain
did not afford him the opportunity to employ defensive taetios as satis-
factorily as he had in the past, but even those defenses eatablished were
not held in the same spirit as they had been in the past. Armor was
contacted échernlly along all routes, though not in particular excess

at any one point. It appeared that the enemy was atiempting to get

-13 - 7€



L

g . e

ruffhor lofion. \
It wae by this time that the Ruhr pocked had bean definitgly out

in two parts, and the nowledge of this fact Sccanc more or less widely

known to the forces that were opposing our advancas. The priaonlr Sake

for the day was something in excess of 4,500; she exaot count was Qiﬁnff

fioult to determine deceuse of the great numbers that were -till on. thn;

roads marching back to the prisoner of war enelosures during the latter

hours of the period. | |
An Alliéd priaoner camp was liberated during‘thi period in the

near vicinity of HEMER, in whioh there were over 2FJ000.Allied prisoners

>f many nationalities. This was the greatest camp to dete that had béen

overrun by our forees; the conditions at the camp Were beyond the imegi-

ration of most of the men partioipating in the liberation.

The enemy czme back into his own as far as defenses werc‘eonnern‘i
on April 15th. Contact was made early 1n'tho period. HMost of the
units contacted were AA units that had been committed to a final defense
of the routes of entrance into the remsinder of the poocket. Fire was
heavy from the AA weapons that were emplaced along the routes, énd there

wes a éuccession of strong points that was being continually rum into

by our adv-ncing forees. There was only one action that was out of the

ordinery for the enemy. Gun crews were ambitious and fired vigorously
on our forces, but when their ammunitiog was expended in many ocases,
they surrendered resdily to the nearest troops without offering further
resistance. There appsrently was no attempt on the part of the ghn
crews to disable the weapons when they were abandoned .,

There were only 176 prisoners takxen during the period; almost a
diract ratid&@o the intensity of the fighting encountered. The only
meteriel taken daring the period was destroyed, end inoluded 14 pieces
of anti-tank and AA artillery that had been used on our forces.

April 16th saw the end to the enemy forces in that portién of the
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“ iua! poeke$ where the Pivision was operating. This end w agoomplished |
o ' 4n the period when a negotiated surrender was cfi cted between ouwr
m froses and a representative of the LI Corps, who sulmitted €e
‘swrrender all of the fovess under eontrol of that eqry;, the number of
whish was eriginglly estimsted ot something like !ﬁbﬂ I% soek the
!!ulﬁnltr of April 16th and sll day April 1T7¢h fer sll of the units to
repers to the celleeting points that had been clttbmithcd by the Divisiom,
and 1t was found that the German commander's estimate was either very
far wremg, or there were a let of units Shat had net deen affected by
the surrendgr that came to the eollcoting poi&ts of their own volitien.
. /f4mal oceumt of the numder of priseners rardrtint was 20. 3001

Inslwded in the surrendering ferces were th@ 190 In!hntry Division,

180 Imfantry Divisiom, 116 Panser Division, and what was left of the

9 Pamser Divisiom. Also, there were numerous s-nilcr units of regimental,
battalion, and separate units sise. The exact toll was impossible to .
obtain, |

In additiomn to the personnel surrendered, there were thousands of
vehieles of all desoriptions that were surrendered. The toll !!icp—
resented all of the organisational tramsportation of all of the formations
+hat surrendered, There wuwere also many weapons and armored vehicles that
v;rc either destroyed piior 40 capture or were surrendered along with
the remainder of the unit., The aurrcndcrcricprcacnted the total
elimination frem this war of all of the organisations that were turned
over to the Division by Major General Frity Bayerlein, the commander of
the LIIi Corps, speaking originally through Brigddier General Von
Waldenberg, commander of the 116 Panser Division.

Besides the adove listed general officers, Major General Hammer,
commanding the 190 Infsntry Division, and Brigadier General Klosterkemper,
commander of the 180 Infantry Division surrendered - all with their
complete staffs. I was the largest bag of prisoners recorded for the
division for any like period since landing on the shores of Prance! 80

A eonservative ontin-tc of theamount of materiel surrendered teo

the Division was arrivaﬂ at only after a few days. The estimate, which
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was undoubtedly less than half actually _urﬁkcd off from combat strengths
of German organisations, amounted to 850 vehicles, 100 moterogcles, 200
dieycles, 200 horses, and over a 100 horse-drawn vehicles. These
figures are not intended to include that materiel that was left dehind
by units when they marched to the prisemer cages.

There was ne eontact made by the Division foff the remainder of the
month of Apri; and all that happened was really am snti-elimax to the
mass surrender on the 16th. In all of the areas being occeupied by miop/l/ -
of the Division, there were prisoners being picked up, partieunlarly wl;tn
the Division moved from the Euhr area to the mear environs of Gottingen,

- and remained there awaiting assignment of further mission.

During this period when the Division was not in contaet with |
organised forces of the enemy, from 26 April to the end of the month,
783 stragglers and hospital dischargees and the like were taken
prisener, bringing the Divisien total te date to 61, 728,

As the menth ended, attention of the Division had been fosused
on the area well to the north that was being occupied - to the north
of the Flbe River east of Hamburg, and north therefrom to the Baltie
Sea ceast line. Vith this srea of interest now an assigned fastor, the
enemy forces, the terrain, amd the imdications of past setion were deimg
,.oloicly watohed as the month esme to an end. Vith the enemy ferces |
surrendering in ever. ingreasing numbers and more and more German
territery being ceswpied from the East by the rapidly adveneing Russian
foroes and from the Vest by all th/ Aluu. & Watehful eye was bdeing
kept on the entire situation as » ﬁhou. !hco appeared to be reasem
for the eptimism that was beceming apparent. |
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