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CCR was formally activated as the 3rd Combat Command of the 5th Armored Division
in July 1944, VOCG. Upon its arrival in NORMANDY, CCR went into an assembly area in
the vicinity of ST, SAUVEUR LE VICOMTE. #ith the other major commands of the Division,
CCR departed from its initial assembly area, in preparation for active operations
against the Germans, on 1 August 1944. CCR began movement about 2200.

The line-up as CCR began operations was: Combat Commandd¥, Colonel Glen i.
Anderson, Inf, 08632; Lt. Colonel Kenneth P. Gilson, Inf, 0359160, Acting S-3 Air;

Lt, Colonel Willism H. Allen, Inf, 0223875, Unassigned; Major Alfred H. Johnson, Cav,
0266524, S-3; Major Alonzo R. Pierce, Inf, 0374814, S-4; Captain Richard 7. Wilkins,
Inf, 0416201, S-2; Lt. Yewell M. Farmer, Cav, 01011043, Liaison Officer; Major Raymond
T, Mc Farlin, MC, 0317687, Combat Surgeon.

Unit Commanders included: Lt. Colonel Howard E. Boyer, Inf, 0218680, Command ing
Officer, 47th Armored Infantry Battalion; Lt. Colonel William A. Hamberg, Inf, 0292156,
Commanding Officer, 10th Tank Battalion; Lt. Colonel James #. Mc Neer, FA, 0223703,
Commanding Officer, 95th Armored Field Artillery Battslion; Captain Charles Perlman,
CE, 01101162, Commanding Officer, C Company, 22nd Armored Enginser Battalion; Captain
; Fred C. Hopper, Jp., Inf, 01010215, Commanding Officer, CCR Trains.

! Before leaving the assembly area at ST. SAUVEUR LE VICOMTE, Colonel Anderson had
worked out & formation based on the married tank-infantry operations, practiced in
England, in which "A" and "C" Companiee of the 10th Tank Battalion habitually operated
with "A" and "C" Companies of the 47th Armored Infantry Battalion under the conmtrol
of the CO of the 10th, "B" Company of the 10th habitually operated with "B" Company
\ of the Infantry under the control of the CO of the 47th Armored Infantry Battalion.
With the addition of the Headquarters Company of the Tank Battalion, the former com~
H bination was commonly spoken of as the 10th; with the addition of the Headquarters

\ Company of the Infantry Battalion, the latter combination was commonly spoken of as
a the 47th, '

\'-\ Upon leaving its initial assembly ares, CCR moved into a temporary bivouac area
\  vicinity LESSAY, marching via ST, SAUVEUR LE VICOMTE, and FONT L'ABBE., CCR resched
. the LESSAY area approximately 0500, 2 August 1944. About noon, 2nd August 1944
Colonel Anderson was summoned to the Division Command Post where he received orders x{
to march with the rest of the Division on FOUGERES. CCR began moving at 1400, but
owing to the road congestion in the vicinity of PER1ERS, movement of the Combat Command
was blocked until nearly 2000 hours. Between 2400 August 2nd and 0200, 3rd August,
CCR was ordered off the road into temporary bivouac in order to clear the roads for
movement of elements of VII Corpsy, CCR was then southeast of GAVRAY in the immediate
vicinity of LE MESNIL VILLEMAN. The march was resumed at 1100 and by 2000, CCR was
closed in bivouac in the immediate vicinity of MARCILLY. As CCR was leaving the road
at least 13 German 109 MESSERSCHMIDTS pursued by four American F51s strafed the column.
This was the first contact of CCR with Gemrman air since the arrival of the command in
France. Three of the 13 planes were shot down. '

The 5th Armored Division, having been given the mission of blocking an antici-
pated Germen counterattack from Mortain toward Avranches, on August 5th CCR again
moved southward to the vicinity of St. Martin de Landelle, where it remained that nig

On the morning of August 6th at 0600, CUR marched on CHATEAU GUNTIER by way of
ST. JAMES, ARGOUGES, FOUGERES, VITRE., At 1200, the cambat command halted northwest
‘  pehind CCA which was engagig a small German rearguard at CRAON. The
CduARAAF DI Pounsed For | }g At ANSMNPRE-apd resumed the march the following day.
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B rLLSON was assignpd as CCR executive Officer, and Lt.
it 'Miﬂ“ EW:! as S-3 pir on the afternoon of 6 August.
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CCR, with the rest the Di » f18ad now been giv “ the mission o) marcning
. The

on LE LAMLS night of 7 August, CCK minus one marries slatoon of "A" companies aug
and the assault guns of Hdeadquarters anpany, 10th Tank futtalion, bivouaced vicinity
of ST. BRICZ northwest of SABLE. The married platoon of "A" “ompani.s, supportad L.
the assault guns of the 10th Tank Sattulion, engased an unidentified force of Jgerrmar
infantry, supported by Panther tanks, at CHIUL-Z, vicinity ST. DENIS D'.ikillN. Ihe
Germans ware attempting to maneuver into position to uttack ocur column from the scuth
flank when engaged Just at dusk by our flank suard., The Germans in the engagement
which was fought until past 0000, 8 August lcst cne ranther Tank ani & killed. Six
rrisoners of war were taken but wnit identification of these is lackin: in the rc crde,
°CL suffered no casualties.

At C60C, 8 August 1944, CUk resumed the march an LE “4aNS, marching by way of
BOUESSAY, ..SHNILRES, TASSE, KOYEN, ST. JEal U boiS, La SUZE, FILLZ, SEAY, . ULZabna,
The forward elements of C. R bypassed sone resistance at T1LLE, wilch the 47th Iciwclen
encountered about 1600, German resistaucs consisted of 2 ~p 4 macinine suns snd a few
snipers, all of which were quickly reduced. Ln*e in i - afternron of 3 Ausust Clk
moved into a defensive position in the vicinity of ST, sI! VAIS and L4iuNI with the
mission of blocking off Jerman re-enforcements moving from tue scuth towards L3 haded,
SCR remained in this position the following day and altiough aptroximately 40 crisconers
of war were taken, they were stragglers frem varicus uwnits. The ~nly important iden-
tification wes reccmnaissance elements from the sanzer Divisisn "Jas Reich",

Late in tne afternoon of 9 August, C. % wes ordered te marca nortiaward fronm
LE LANS to seize five crossings of *he ULNI VIR egst cof EALLON and in the viciqity
of NAKCLLES, "c" company and Recona:aissance Flatoon, €28 Tank vestroyer ELattslicn
with Cagtain HAL A, BURGESS, JR,, Fa, 0116c583, Cemmanding, was attached to 20X for
this operation. The order of march was 10th Tank married, Trnk Destrovers, 47th
infantry married, 95th Field srtiilery, Trains.

By 2000 our forward elements had reached BIUFAY and mocked out a roud btlock of
a small number of German infantry, "D" cempany, 10th Tank dattalion, elisaged in a
fire fight with g platoon of German infentry and inocked out ¢ne halftrack, lo pri-

soners were taken, however. The 10th Tan) <chelon of " " ang "c" companies married

meanwhile, had pushed on and seized two crossin_ s of the (nNz, "A" Comrany having
seized a crossing in the vicinity of PER.Y ang "o Corpany a crossin: vicinity of
WARCLLES. The command post of CCR at this time was immediately scuth of ICLED . T,
The 47t ichelon was bivouaced in the vicinity of L7AUFAY and the 25th rield artillery
was also in the vicinity of EzAUFAY. 4t 0200 10 aucust, SCR Corrand pest moved nortn-
ward to ST, AIGWNAN where it operated during the day's operations of the 10th,

About 0400, 10 August, the CCR Liaison Officer, Lt. FARMER, arrived from the
Division Comrand Fos+ with instructions to pPush on te +he rnorth wi<, e 68 the
objective. Battalion comanders wore sscenbled and orders issued but the day's ecvents
soon changed all plans.

At 0700 on 10 August a German compeny cf tanks suprorted by a batter; of 83mn gure,
a compeny of infantry, and probaoly a Lattery of light artillery countersttacled the
bridgehead force of married "(" companies. The tanks snd Jémm guns moved inte rosi-
tions deminating the ground occupied bty the "C" couwpany conbinaticn during the night
after our force had crossed the ORNE.  The maleuverability of the married "C"'s wae
hempered by the ORNE to their rear and dominating tervein te *heir front. io pris
were taken in the engagement wnich lasted for 2 %z houre end no identifications - ¢
made, as the Germans removed all identifications from their dead; and the two Kk uv
tanks destroyed in the action turned tefore markings on them could oba ideatifieqd,

Judging from the promptress with which the uVernmans ccunterattacked, their irfore
mation as to our location, and certainly the nature of the terrnin, must have beer vory
gocd.  Undoubtedly the engagement fought at COURCLACNT Just at dusk the evening velcre
had alerted the Germans in this area,
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The ~ivilians gav ”orce as to how . :eﬂtiy the wernans nhad
witnlrers Ahiesd ¢ us n the evening of 9 ~u,, ust. The civilian infcrmation acyuired
- " o-n 1
Ly v ~v~Tpauy <ormand.ots also indicated tha* sounds of movements h.ard ncrth of the

VR curing *the night cof ¢ and 10 August wer:s sounds of further retreat ty the Germans,
The Jirs*t YI-g* of dawn wnich revealed the vermans in prsition and ready to counter-
sttacis rroved *tnis infermetion, of course, incorrect,
“ne olan of meeting the ccunterattack w.s to enyg..e the German force south of
Vil 1L .lth the married "U" corpsuies already in pesition nortlr of the URN3; to

"0" ccmpanies with a platoon of Tus from "C" Ccmpany 628 TD Battalion and

the 744 Jleld rtillery, and Tactical air JSupport, The married "A" canpanies were
siticn et T.FAY aud in poscessicn of that cressing. They were in position to
wernar r2enforcements from the .iest and orthwest. The 47ih Zchelon was in
ol Jezervg. ohen ordegrei unorthuard to locations nsarer the battlefield,

HESRSS: SOUNN

<T tht eolelon experienced Jdifficulty ir noving northward, as uerman resistance

c.nslist* " oI infentry, anti-tank _uns, ani wortars in the viecizity of .EIiLERES west

o veliviiT, wuich nad been by-passad vy the column the night bLefore, sttacked the
west Jlann o *he reserve element, Abcut the same time this was happening, German
artil’ery ey un “ulling in the immsdiate vicinity of the CCR Cemmand Fost at 3T. AIGNAN
and Jerman iafastry attewpted to infiltrate into the area of the comzand post from the
Lest. agressive nction by *he reserve echelen (47th) and counterbattery fire by the

Ti fcrestslled hoth of these rinor altacis.

Two german dispositions had Yo be taxen into accuunt by the Combat Commender,

ar ouninovn nwlber ¢f verman wark 1V and 1Xx V tanks was reported at 1000 in the vicinity
of CiiluallonlT - T Cu8ks w3 VAIKe Also reconnaissance reports from the evening of

¥ au_ust inlicated a counsideravle werman feorce at BULLATaBLE and in the FCRET DE
2IL.07A La. Tactical alr support was available to the Combat Commander after 0800

and vas slfec*tive in breeking up tie uwerman counterattack, destroying twc German tanks
azi fercing the rest to withdraw. lhe threat of air attack, in addition to the ex~
cellent taectical position cof the "A" conpenies, prohibited am effective attack by the
german taux force east of JHALPAlSSANT end this ferce was nct committed by the Germans.
Te <rbst Commander ordered cne tacticel air mission employed against the FORZT DE

8.0 274 Le and nc threat of importance developed from the southeast.

by 1702 hours the situation was well urnder contrcl. "B" Companies relieved
Cempaanies married and pushed on toward MAvaumS and were alsc securing possession of
the crossing immediately west thereof. "4" Companies were engaged in seizing the
crossin: in the vicinity of NAUVAY. artillery support after 0930 was also good but
pricr to that time nad not been effective because observation planes were approximately
€0 miles to rear due to misunderstanding of responsitility for movement of planes; and
the time consumed in getting forward observers forward to their respective companies
owing to failure of the artillery Liaison Ufficer.

Casualties suffered included Captuin JCUHN M. CFarFTS, Company Commander "c" company,
47th Armered infantry Battalion, killed early in the action. Total casualties of CCR
were: )

By 1700 (C5 had come up benind CUK with the leading elements of the former some-
wiere ir the vicinity of CCURCEMENT and by 1600, UCB had begun to relieve CCE in occu=-
petion ~f the © crossings of the OkNs. At 2000, CCR Command Fost moved to a new loca=
tion in the vicinity of JALIE and plans were made and orders issued for movemsnt to
the north the following day.

CCR had nov: been given the mission of marching on SEES in two columns. The march
bYegan at 0723. The western axis of advance on whigh the 47th Echelon marched was via
&LoSNE3, CHAUFAISSANT, ST. VthbJT ST. REIY, LAMERS, AILLIERES, LCUZES, ChaSSE. The
sasterrn axis -n which the lOth Behelon marched was via ST. PIZRRE, ORIGNY, LE RCUX,
SURE, CUNTILLY, VIDAY, L& MiSLss The cclumns pushed northward steadily throughout
the morning agalnst strong German rearguard actions., German rearguerds consisted

generally of a platcon of infantry supported by a section or platoon of KK IV tanks.
The terrain was rolling, wooded country with good observation up to 5 and 6 miless
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On each flank of CCR's 1 of is o Raydf obsts The heavily fortified

FORET DE PERSEIGNE was on the west flank and the equa:ly hed¥ily fortified I KET DLy
BELLEME on the east flank,

The FOFET DE PERSEIGNE had been the headquarters of the 8lst FANZER CCKiL unt 11
the night before out push rorthward from ST. CUSLE. Fws captured throughout the rcrn-
ing and early afternoon were from the Corps Signal Battalion and had been sent out to
cut communications in the face of our advance. irisoners with similar miscions belcenged
to the 432nd, and to the 3rd and 4th Companies of the 897th infantry Regiment of the
362nd Division.

About 1500, the Combat Commander received orders from Division to combine his
two columns into one column so that CCA could side slip to the eest on what had been
our western route. By 1800 the two columns hed Joined at LE KESLE and the 10th Echelon
waited in place for the 47th Echelon to precede it in the order of march.

The movement of CCR northward against stiff rearguard action of the Germans had
been marked by close and effective air support by Tactical Air Supvort. Several German
columns meving northward on routes paralleling our route of advance were cbserved,
bombed, and strafed by P47's giving our cclumn air support. At 1457 the Air Corps
bombed German tanks & miles west of ALENCON. A4n unknown number were knocked out. At
1745 a column of tanks and hostile vehicles north east of ALZNCON and another column
headed northeast from LE 4ESLE were bombed. According to Air Corps tally and CCR
tally, by combined air ground action CCR destroyed on its march northward 29 kark iv
tanks and 1 Panther tank and 60 other vehicles.

By 1800, it was apparent that we had contacted the scuthern flank of a uerman
Division attempting to withdraw to the East. Though identifications were not available
at the time, from identifications acquired later it is estimated that this was probably
the 253rd Infantry Division. Mobile counterattacking forces were apparently drewn
from the 12th SS Panzer Division, Hitler Jugend.

But the heaviest engagement of the day's operations was fought at sundown at
ESSAI. The 47th Echelon of CCR had pushed on from LE MESNIL toward SE&ES gtout 1800,

At 1900 they reported contacting infantry, anti-tank guns, and tanks at £3.Al.  From
reports of tanks moving soutlward from NEAUPHE it was evident that the Gormans were
determined to delay us at ESSAI as long as possible. The artillery promptly went into
position and two air support missions were flown at dusk. The 47th Echelon attacked
immediately following the air attack and the tank and infantry attack proceeded well
after dark. The attack was successful and resulted in getting the leading elements

of 47 well out of the woods. The Germans suffered such heavy lésses in vehicles and
persomel as a result of this battle that during the night they withdrew. The total
number of prisoners for the day's operation was 135. It was estimated that German
losses in personnel were at lcast 300, \Our losses were:

The significant facts of the day's operations were the close and imredigte and
effective air support; the surprise affected upon the Germans as evidenced ty the fact
that the 8lst Fanzer Corps Headquarters moved from its location in the FCRET DB
PERSEIGNE only the night before we reached it; the by-passing of two heavily fortified
areas by our ¢ olumns without damage to ourselves; and finally the use of an Armored
Infantry Battalion Recomnaissance Platoon supported by a platoon of light tanks as a
reconnaissance agency for an armored column., )

In regard to the latter, the Reconnaissance Platoon of the 47th Battalion pre-
ceded the western column throughout the day's operations. Not until late in the
afternoon was it given the support of the light tanks in platoon strength. it had
had, however, the close fire support of the leading platoon of the married ¥B" compenies
throughout the day. Although this employment of an infantry reconnaissance platoon is
not recommended against an enemy defending in organized and prepared positions, during
the operations on 11 August this employment proved successful. The only casualty
suffered by the platoon was one man killed.

CCR's drive to the north was resumed at 0700 on the 12th with the cambst¢ command
marching in one column. As CCR was gotting under way the Division Commander arrived
to congratulate Colonel ANDERSCN én the remarkable progress of the combat command
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during the previous day' " 'perations. At°0800 orders wer \eceived to halt in place.
Imnediately the message w«s given to the Commanding Generax end he ordered us to dig=
recard the order and to continue the march.

The column by-passed SEzS by marching on secondary rcads to the east of town, and
did not contuct the Germans until the forward elements bumped into s Jerman rearguard
northeast of SEES at 1100, The rearguard was composed of a platoon of tanks apperent-
ly with no other support. The engagement was short, and although no tanks were lost
on either side the Germans hastily withdrew northward, Fushing steadily on against
moderate resistance, C:R by 1600 had its first echelon, the married Bakers, in JYCNANT
LS FIN,

Stragglers captured along the way were identified from the 10th Panzer Grenadier

'Regt, 9th Panzer Division, 84th Corps, the 17th SS Panzer Division and 3rq Parachute
Division., 4 pPrisoner cpatured early in the afternoon from the 12th Fanzer stated that
his cutfit was in the vicinity of GACE and that UACE was well fortified with mines and
Anti-tank guns, some of which were 38s,

At NCRANT LE FIN the CCR column divided into 4wo achelons. The 47th ECHELON
marched on RJ GC 16, GC 14, and N24; the 10th ECHELON marched on GACE. In the vicinity
of LA CORBETTZ, North of NONANT LE PIN, the 10th Tank Battalion, about 1700, encountsred
a German mine fleld, the first cont.ot of the campaign by CCR with German mines. Engi-
neers fram "C" Company, 22 Enginsers, cleared the mine field promptly, however, and by
2100 the 10th Tank in had established a road ‘block at the Junction of N24 gnd 4Cl4 south
of GACZ. This was accomplished against heavy resistance, the Germans having both anti-

The 47th Battalion meanwhile had advanced to the RJ immediately southeast of LE
“IN AU HATAS where it estnblished rogd olocks to block traffic moving south and east,
inzediately after dark a UGerman column moving south from ZUCGLES without reconnaissance
Sumped into one of *hege road blocks and wag totally annihilated.

The complete confusion existing amecng the Germans and the depth to which we had ‘
ran:trated in the German rear areas cau be measured from the identifications secured j
frem priscaers of war and documents. German units identified included:

RQeconnaissance vompany, Slst Corps.

€th Battery, 441 A4 Battalion,

9th Lo, 156th Papzer drenadier Regt, 116th Panzer Gremadier Division,

1st Zattery, 13200 A4 Battglion,

Vbservation Battery, 102nd Artillery Regiment, SS Divisiop "Das Reich",

+ 564th Transportation Battalion,

Trains, 10th Panzer Grenadier Regiment, 9th Panzer Division,

Headquarte'r"s, 18t Battalion and 2nd Medical Company, SS Leibstandarte "Adolf

ditler",

32nd Kedical Conpany, 3rd Farachute Division.

Headquarters Campany, 25th Panzer Grenadier Regiment, 3§ Divigion Hitler Jugend ., |

st Lator Battalion (kussian),

Early on the noraing of August 13th, the 47th with its married Bakers moved into
rosition at the Poad Junction gC 16, Gec 14, and N2g, effectively blooking, with the
Bupport of Tank Uestroyers, that intersection of highways. e 10th Tank Battalion
in the interim was fighting a steenuous battle south of GACE. To secure possession
of that road junction originally, the battalion had to combat four 88mm anti-tank
guns protected by infantry. The Germans, having sized up the situation south of &ACER
during the night, counter-attacxed at noon. The counter-attack was preceded by con-
tinuous and heavy artillery concentrations. The artillery was believed to be a batta-
lion of 105mm from the 102nd Artillery Regiment. The infantry attacked following the
artillery preparation but were thrown back repeatedly. By 1500, however, the®artil-
lery fire hal hecome so heavy that the cammanding officer 10th Tank Battalion came
to the Command Fost CUR, then located at the crossroads southeast of LE PIN 4U HARAS
to acjuaint the combat commandsr personally with the situation. He stated that in-
fantry re-enforcesments Were necessary if he was to continue to hold the road block
South of uaCzZ. Colonel ANDBRSON at this point was ordered to the Division CP for in-
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structions. During his ™ sence, abohtnd an,: &8 Halob 7. radiced that ke could not
continue to hold his ground. At this time the position of the 10th Tank was furtner
complicated by a flank attack by infantry supported by a section of self cropellea
guns approaching from the southeast cn highway GC 4. At this Jjuncturs, Colonel
ANDERSON, who was by now returning from Division deadguarters, radi-- 1 that re-snforce-
ments were arriving, that the 15th Armored lnfantry Battalion was alreaay moving norti-
ward, having been detached frum CCBb and attached to COR to relieve the situesticn.

The situaticn was now overhauled and 10+h Tenk Battalion origrel tu withdaraw
to tne crossroads at L4 CASTZLLE and to block the road leading to the e.st toward
L& MERLERAULT from NCNANT. Une company of the 15th «nfautry was ordered *o SIC.lLILIS
te block the rouds there. The remainder of the 15th infentry Zattalicn was jput in re-
serve.

1t was later determined that the German outfit ccunter-attucking tiie 10th Tank
Battalion was probably the 25th ‘anzer ureasdisr Regiment whose headjuarters was at
GACZ. apparently several replucements and stragglers vere in tho ranks of this Regi-
ment for prisoners taken were identified frum tine 116 Fanzer urenadier Lzgt, 156th
Fz Gren Regt, 60th Fz Gren Regt.

The 47th echelon wus experiencing the Jerman Nebelwerfer for the first tine, at
least six nebaelwerfer shells having landed in * ‘s position. Frisoners later were
taken from the Nebelwerfer Battalion, 8th Brigade, S3 ranzer Division "Zeutschland".
Prisoners were also taken from the 55 Panzer Division "Dac Reich” and it was estimated
that elements of this division were beirg used by the Germans as a mobile reserve.
This mobile reserve, however, was never committed by them probably because our role
at that time was purely defensive and the Germans were not sufficiently organized to
launch an attack on a scale that would compel us to withdraw. The variety of units
identified at this time as outlined in the S-2 Journal serves to illustrate aguin the
confusion existing in the German ranks.

On the 14th of August the situation was relatively juiet. The general action of
the Germans was an attempt on their part to infiltrate tanks, whnich had been trapped
by our rapid advance, northward to rejoin their units. The result was that the alr
Corps had a field day and day's tally for the 14th dugust showed that by combined air-
ground action 25 tunks were destroyed. Barly in the afterncon the reconnaissarce of
the 116th Panzer attempted to patrol our positicns on our left flank. The reconnais-
sance patrols approached our positions from the vicinity of L& BUURG ST. LillNahls.

Six prisoners were taken and the remainder of the patrol wiich initially made contac*
withour - positions was destroyed.

On the morning of the 15th August orders werc received by the Combat Commander
from the Division Commander that the 353rd Regt of the 90th infantry Livision wouild
relieve us in place; that we were to assemble and march on DREUX. The relief was not
completed until 1500 in the afternoon. with "G" Troop of the 85th Cavalry under the
command of Captain JOHN R, VANE, 01010690; and Company "B" and Reconnaissance platoon
of the €28th Tank Destroyer Battalion botn attached; and with the 47th armored Field
Artillery Battelion giving direct support, CCR began its march on LETUL at 1700. CCh
was assigned the northern route which was an exposed flank. information from Division
G-2 indicated that LCULINS La LARCHZ AND LAIGLE were German strong points and, as our
mission was to get to DREUX as quickly as possible, it was deeided by the Cormbat
Commander to by-pass these places. CCR marched in two columns with the 47th infantry
Echelon, CCR leadquarters, 47th Field artillery, 2 platcons of "C" troop, 1 platoon
tank destroyers in the scuth column. The 10th Tank Pattalion fZchelon, 95th Field
Artillery, one platoon "C" troop and 2 platocns of tank destroyers were in north
column., The South column made very rapid progress marching by way of GAFREE, 3T,
GERMAIN, LE PLANTIS, ST. GERMAIN DE MAKRTIGNY, ST. CUZN SULIGNY, FCRET US LA TRAFPE,
ST. MARTIN D'AFRES., By 0300, 16 August the south column had passed ST M.RTIN D'AERES
end cleared the road into tempcrary service areas for refueling, The northern column
was marching by way of WEUVILLEY, COURTCLER, TELLIERES, ST AGNAN. About 2000 in the
vicinity of TELLIERES the column was fired upon by hostile artillery and e delay of
several hours resulted. The 10th Tank echelon did not, therefore, reach the servicing

area east of ST. MARTIN D'APRES until after 0900 n;n'r; -
-o- RESTT2TER 7%

Bl b



© PESTRMCTED -

The southern column meanwhile had pushed om at daybreak and by 1100 Colonel
3¢7zK's €7th column was passing through BREZOUS and had made contact with the Germans.
8y noon the forward elements of the columns had reached the outskirts of DREUX and
a tlatcon cf light tanks which had been the advance guard drew fire from a battery of
88mm Anti-tenk guns dug in along the western approaches tc the city. One light tank
was lknocked out, and Lt. O'CONNOR, glatoon commander, was killed. Colonel ROYER
immediately deployed his married "B" companies and his artillery in preparation for
the battle. Reconnaissance of the German position disclosed that the Germans were
entrenched with artillery and anti-tank support and the general support of a few
tauxs. The German forces were apparently camposed of elements of the 10th Panzer
urenadier Regt, 9th Fanzer Division, and 2nd Reconnaissance Battalion, 2nd Panzer
Jivision., As the 47th Echslon was deploying for battle the German artillery, which
had exzellent otservation from the DREUX heights opemed counter battery fire on our
artillery fcrcing it to displace several hundred yards to the rear. The fire fight
began shortly thereafter.

Leanwhile, information had been received that the second column of CCR after
completing its servicing at 5T, LARTIN D'AFR&S and continuing its march, had encountered
strong rusistance in the vicinity of CRULaI. A platoon of Lk V tanks supported by a
company of infantry and four heavy mortars attacked the left flank of the artillery
column knocking out one M7 howitzer, one halftrack, and two smaller vehicles. The
artillery “ired direct fire at the attacking tanks, destroying probably one Xk IV and
two Xk Vs forcing the Germans to retire. This engazement delayed the arrival of
volonel IALIIXG's cclumn at DREUX until 1€00. By that time the Combat Commander had
seen ordered to withdraw from contact with the uermans and had been informed that CCB
had criginally been given the mission of seizing the city. CCR was given the mission
¢f tlocking re-enforcements moving toward DREUX from the north.

~eccrnaiszance of the area north of DRIUX and the crossings of the AVRE RIVER
begen in the late afternoon. it was determined that approximately two companies of
irfantry were cccupying the area. It was not determined whether the infantry was
suprorted ty teuks or artillery. Darkness had settled by the time reconnaissance was
completed and the combat commander decided that it was not wise to move northward
until the following morning. A4t 0700 17 August 1944 Colonel BOYER's echelen began
moving northward and by 0900 had encountered German infantry supported by machine gun
and mortar fire, north of DREWX in the vicinity of MUZY. 4Although the EURE was an
obstacle protecting our right flank, tie Germans had excellent observation from the
Nigh ground on the east bank into our advancing columns. :

Colenel HAMEURG's echielon was moving parallel to Colonel SCUYER's (47th married).
The mission of Colonel BCYER was to seize the crossings of the AVRE at MUZY and LOTEL
and the crossings of the EURZ at M.ITREUL. Colcnel HAMBURG's (10th married) mission
wes to seize the crossings of the AVRE west of MUZY exclusive of GERMAIN sur AVRE.
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Both columns ‘encountered much the seme opposition. 4 Few Ik IV tanle not exosaie
one company were ecncountered which refused to fight it out.e The Zerimn forces © ety
us were composed of elements from the 1st Compary of the Fortificati-n TG attelt Y
901st Panzer Grensdier Regt, the Defense corpany of the Panger .lehr Division, and e
38tk iachine Gun Battalion. Ir MOTEL the forward elements of Colecrel ROYHR's colinmn
contacted and captured prisoners from the 17th GAF Division. It wes learned fror the
prisomers that the 17th had been ordered from HOLLAID to stor our drive teward the IET™7,
Both the 33rd and % th Regiments of the 17th GAF Division plus the Anti-Tenk Rattalion
were identified.

Colonel FANBERG's column experienced little difficulty in Fushing to the AVI® tut
it was later decided to hold only the crossing at 30URG L'AGEE, Colonel BCVER's column
on orders of the combat commnder undertook to enter both MUZY and MOTEL about 1700 hut
was forced back by heavy artillery fire and anti tenk fire. later it was deterrineq that
the Anti tank battalion of the 17th GAF Division was in position along the rorthk benk
of the AVRE opposite us. )

The dey's operations ended with CCR firrly in control of g1l territory north o~
DREUX to the AVRE and westward from the EURE to the Railroad. "gn troop of th 85th
Cavalry had been given the aission of sereening the left flank, which it accomplished,
Tally for the dey was 12 prisoners, one ik IV, 3 "%k Vs, 1 Sclfpropelled gun, and 2
75mm Anti tank guns destroyed. Air support was used to good advantege in attecking Cerner
Tank assembly aress in which Gerzen tanks were so well camoufrlged as hay stetks and
bushes that the air support had to follow tank trecks until they stocped and then horl
whatever was there. Results were excellent.,

The followi ng day, 18 August, wes cemparativel: guiet. Information from "C" treop
of the Cavalry, however, indicated considersble activity on our left flank in the
vieinity of NONANCOURT. An unknown number of taniks was reported in tiet vicinity. The
married "C" company combination was kept in combet coirmand reserve to counter this threat.
The mejor activity of the day was an infantry couterattack by the Germans which deperted
from MUZYe It was quick ly broken up by the assault guns and mchine guns of the 47th
Infantry.

On 19 August, CCR was relieved in its position north of D"EUX by a combet corrand
of the 7th Armored Division. GCR had been given the mission on the afternoon of 18
August of moving northward to ANET on +the east side of the EURE where it was to protect
the left rear flank Of the Corps. At 0840 as the column was passing through DREUX cight
German fighters appeared overhead but were promptly chased out of the sky by friendly

air cover. At least one ME was shot down by friendly AAe Little resistance was encount-
' ered on the march to ANET and by 1330 CCR was in position as ordered. German air
recomeissance was active, however, and watched us comirg ine.

ANET was the strongpoint of the German defenses in this area, the oth, 6th, and 7th
companies of the 47th Infuntry being in tlet area. The mission of the 5th company was
to take the woods east of town, while the 6th Company was to teke and hold ANET with
the 7th company protecting it from the South. This plan wes foiled by our arrival,

A prisoner of war captured from the 17th GAF Division on our movement north
stated that his division was moving into the sector ST. GERMAIN on the vest to Nighvmy
143 on the east. It was also learned that the 2nd Battalion of the 26th Panzer
Gremmdier Regiment of the $S Panzer Division "Hitler Jugend" was loceted in the vicinity

By 1610 patrols of CCR had contacted the Germans at ANET and determined that there
were one Mirk IV tank and 12 vehicles at ANET; that 13 supply trucks of the American
79th Infantry Division haed been trapped in the woods west of ANENT by the Germans,

These were immediately rescued. '

CCR snjoyed the advantage of terrain in this sitwtion, as it occupied the nigh
ground immediate ly west of the town and this terrain dominated the surrounding country,
The Germans conscious of our terrain edvantage and apparertly assigned the mission of
ui&l that ground, attacked on the moz-niggrof the 20th with 2nd Battslion of the 47th

Infantry Regiment, 17th GAF Division, suppérted by at 1 st' on mtalion of the
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Divisdiongl artillery. The attact came across the BURE between ANET and IVRY but was
sWrped wita heavy losses to the Germans before it had even gained momentume  The 47th
achelor of CCR immediately rotalieated by attackinz German infantry dub in at IVRY.

3% 1200 or the 20th all activity had quieced and at 1600 CCR was aZain being relieved
in its positicns by elements of the 7th Armored Division. Late in the afterncon CCR
moved L0 an assembly area south of CRAVENT closing in the areg by 2100C.

ihrouhout the day on 21 August CCRwas in Division reserve on alert for movement
towards PACY 3UR EURE +to protect the lel't rear flank of the Divisione. The combat commar.d,
however , was not committed,

At 0300 on 22 August CCR received information fro- the Division G-2 that there were
18 tanks and au unknown smount of infantry in the FORET DE PACEY. At 0900 the Combat
Comuander departed for the Division comnand post to receive instructions on the
enploynent of CCR in clecaring the FOREST DE PACEYs At 1300 CCR moved out and marched on
LA I8UVIZRE waich it reached at 1600. The attack began at 1615 tut no contact was made
and by 1748 it had been determined that the FORMT DE PAGEY was completely clear of enemys

On the 22nd, Lt Col. ILSCN was assimed as Comnanding Officer 15th Armored Infantry
‘Battalion and Lt Colowel GLEMNN G, DICKENSON, Cav, 0197385 was assigned as Executive
Officer, CCRe .

. the morrine of 23 Aurust, CCR was ordered to move to the vicinity of ST.

CULOLBA to protect the left flank of the Division. And by 1700 CCR had ramched its
ggsenbly area without making contact with the enemye Reconnaissance quickly determined
that AUTHOUILI&T and AUTHEUIL were clear. The mission of CCR in this operation was to
prptact the reer of the Division agcainst an actack b;" German artillery and tanks report-
@d moving north from vieinity of GRAVINGNY towards LOUVIVIERS from which the Germans
Woro escaping across the SEINE.

At 0800 24 Ausust Colomel ANDERSON left the Combat Command post for the Division
vormand Fost where he ruceived orders to move his combat command to an assembly erea
south east of I'ANIRS GASSICOURT where CCR, under Corps control, would be a mobile
reserve to back wp the Cavalry Group then in contact with the Germans east of the MAULDRE,

"D" Troop 85th Cavalry under the command of Captain LEONARD § CARLSON, 01011717,
was attached to CJR for this operation. "B" Company 628th Tank Destroyer Battalion
remained attacheds Jther than this, CCR's composition remained as usuals

{ne r~ombat command with the 10th Yank ichelon in the lead began moving at 1300.
Marching in one column it moved by way o HOULBEC, LA HEUNIERE, DOUATNS, CRAVENET, BREVAL,
SOUSSQUVILLEe At that time, considemble confusion in orders resulted.

Urders from Division that CCR would g0 into en assembly area southeast of MANTES
JA SICOURT as Corps mobile reserve had not been rescinded. Corps, however, had issuwed-
orders directly to Colomel ANDERSON through the Commanding Officer of the 106th Cavalry
Group, Colonel WILSON, that CCR Was to cross the MAULDRE and attack to the north clearing
all eneny from the pocket south of the SEINE RIVER west of POISSYe Colonel ANDERSON
immediately informed General OLIVER of the situation by special dispatch and issued
orders to his command to move into an assembly area we#t of BEYNES in preparation for
crossing “he LAULDRZ.

Colonel AUDE2S0N and his S-8 then went to tiie comand post of the 106th Cavalry
for a conferonce Wit Colonel WILSON, Group oommander. It was learned that the 106th
Grouap Was screening the west bank of the JAULDRE from the SEINE to BEYNES. It was
also determined that a few German tanks had been seen in the ares but that the attitude
of the Germans on the east side of the river had not been/ﬁl aggressive,

In the nvuntime a radiogram had ordered Golonel BOYER and the Train Commander to
chanre their route of march at COURGENT and move their commands directly into an
assembly area southeast of LARCOe This was done. After retwning to his command

~post Colorel AIDESON ordered the 10th Tank Battalion and the artillery to marck on
'HEVIES. It was2200, hovever, before all of CCR had closed into the areas
The terrain on the éMt of the MAULDRE beyond DEYNES daminated the surrounding

area, with olservatiom under favorable conditions 0 12 miles. rm P$ had
appax"entl:i spotted our column eoming in, for a.boutu-%&BO %m'aasgng Bg:nn Hrg %eg&n
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falling in the aseembly . 8a. Although it was estimated over a hundred rounds

of 88mm Armor piercing shells were fired by the Germans into the assembly area not

ons round caused any casualties to CCR in personnel or vehicles. Interdictory arciliery
fire fell in BEWES throughout the night sgain without dmage to owselves.

"D" Iroop with elememts of the 106th Cavalry Group bezan reconnaisance of
THIVERVAL, DAVRON, CXESPIRRES at dwm, 25 Auzust. On® mmall German mine field wes
located and promptly remcved. By FORET DE ALIUETS east of CBSPIERES. Later it was
learned that a battaliom of irfantry, numbering about 500 thought to be the 3rd Starm
Battalion, a hastily organized battalior of administrative personnel fram PARIS, which
had no heavy weapamns, and w~hose troops were untra:ned and with extremely low moral, was
occupying the forest. In an attack by the 47th 3cheloa asainst this position which
began at 140C, it was estimated that ¥ casualties were inflicted upon the Jermans.
Our casualties wercs ;

By 1700 CCR was mo longer in contact witi the Jerrians as it aprarently had
cleared the area of whatever jerman cannon fodder rémained there. The cammander
moved into a bivouac area east of SCQUEVILLY for the right after havirg achisved a
tally for the day ofs 30prisoners of war; 4 105T Zcwizers and fo.r SS8mm uns all
of which had been a-andoned, captured, 4C ticveles, anc one transpart plane in gocd
condition, capturede.

August 26th was azain a day of conflicking orderse COrizinally the pdan had
beern to move Westward throush AUZERGENVILLE and ZFOUE two the ocriginal assently area
southeast of MANTES JASSICOURT, "D" Troop was reconncitering the route of march
and the combat command wWas on the march when orders were received at roan fram the
Division Commander to halt irn place and prepare tc 2siablish a bridgzehead with the
infantry from CCR across the SEBILE in the vicinity of MEULAN the following daye

Imnediately the combet cammander ordered a special task force from Colonel
LYaR's echelon to move to LES MUREAUX and seize she southern approaches to the
crossing there. Ihe task force haiBarely reached LES MUREAUX when the order to make
preparations for establishing a bridsehead was rescinded.

CCR, therefore, remained in the area of LES :TREAUX - VARNOUELLET-FOISSY out~
posting the southern bank of the SEINA wtil the morrin: of Aucust 30t . Although
the Combat Comnrand did remain in this one position during the five day period, it
Was not inactive. By tank artiilery, and mortar fire it continually harrassed
German positions and movements on the opposite side of the river. The 47tn Infantry
married outposted the river from LES MURSAUX T0 VARNOUILLET and the 10th lank
married outposted the river from there to POISSY inclusive. The harrassirg fire
of CCR across the river proved to be very helpfutl tc the Infantry Divisions of
the Jorns, who were tlien expanding their bridsehead across the SEINBe

rrom Monsier BOL.ET and iiadane HOC, two French Ajencs wiac had operated wish
CCR sirce 16 Aurust; from LII reports; from otservatlon; and throush “aprirg the
telephone line in LES LUREAUX conrected to a circuit in 1EULAN, CCR during =his
period acquired a vast amourt of information on whai the Germans across the river
were doinge. Detailed reporis of this intellizence are to be found irn the 3-2 Journal
of CCR Zor the period. _

Wnen the task force from "B" Comrany, 47th “ufautry enmtered LES LTURZAUX on Th
afterncun of 26 au ust, the task force commander Csptain FRAYK 3, PASQUALING, 0450327,
discovsred that the vermans nad evacuated the city so hurridely- so raprid that CCR's
advaiice across tne 1N LDX. been - taal they had abandoned several German planes con
a dispersion fielde i.oreover, in a nearby warehcuse, the Jermans abandoned 3¢
CE3SSRSSHMIDT motors, 35 propellors, 4C 20:11 -uns (Gernawn), at least 100 Jerman
machine ~uns, and thousands of dollars worth of svare partus, conressses, aund eleciric
bomb sights for German —~lanes.

Une German airplane .airplane [actory containing iesserscimidi olservation pla.os
Vesserscrnidt tools and arts and repairs facilities for 1o 1C8's was also a ndon2d
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ished alang the scuth bank of the SCINZ
troy the valuable militery propertye mhis
was the lar st amown: of German equipment CCR had captured at that time.

On the af ternoon of 29 Avgust 1944, the Division Cawsander issued orders for
movement of the Division throush PARIS and thence northward to the FORET DE COMPIRGNE,

CCR begmn movingz at 0900, 30 August and passed through the rFrench Capitol at
1100, olearing the city at 1330. A the Combat Comrmand was following CCB on the
wostern axis of advamce for the Division, it did not make contact with the Germans
throughout the day. AT 2230 CCR moved into a servicing area north of 14 CEAPELIR,

At W, Sl Aniss, tae Combat Commander received instructions fram the
Division Cammander by radio to march on the cextral axis of advance. The Combat
Command began moving at 0700 and, as ardered, sideslipped to the sast, marching on

the FCIET D3 CIMPIBGNE by Way of PLAILLY, BARON, AND BETHISY,

Shortly vefore 1215, the forward slerents of CCR, wnich at this time were from
the 10th Tank 3a<talicn, nad contaczed the g3rmans e :his took place immediately south
ol 387dISYe The German ‘orse had orizinalily cornsissed cI the 1st Battal ion, &th
SICEBRUN 3 REGIMENT suppartsd by the 10w Sattery of +i2 1143 Artiller; 3attalion,
1053 Sowitzer, tracior drarme. The Alr Ccrps nowever .had spotted the battery the
pPrevious day and ixocked ou: three of their nSe n the aporoach of our colurn, the
crews avandored the remeining two Zowitzers, anl the ~ive Zowitzers with prime mcvers
were captured by our orces,

3y 1435 owr 1l.adins elements hac en<ersd "I CISY, although German artillery fir.
was still Zalling in the vicinity. A this point the Combat “omnander divided his
Commard into two zolwwmse. Colonel AABURG's Jommand was ordered to enter the FORBT
08 COLPIBGLZ by way of ZEZTHISY and ORROUY. Colcuel X YEI's column was ordered %o
enter the forrest by Way of GILCJU.RT. Although it was 1700 when the columns were
preparec to start through the forress, ara thoug.: the heavily wooded terrain was
decidedly wunf'avoratle for arror, the columns nevertheless opushed one by 2000, toth
colurns had advanced only *wo ard a half to taree miles against deter.iined resis-ance
from infantry latsr identified as the 104+ slantry 47th Infantry Division, and the
512th 3chrnelle 3atialion, supporied by anti-tank jws and artillerys ./ith the
cominj; of dusk, CCR halted, put out its ouTo0sts, and serviced for the coming day's
perations. Total rriscrers for the dei, 7C; a- estinazed 150 Gerra:n casuslties
inflicted; five 10Fmm Zowitzars with Frine novers abandoned; *nree anti-tani jws
and elght trucls JIssiroyed was the day's Sallre '

«ne i ilicant fact of the day's Operations was that *lhe only artillicr-

T
it

-
soport civen to J0R was oze dattery of 135mm sus from the 987 Field Arti Loy,
it rad lradesuate commwrica<insns to furction with an armcred oomb at CJommaxd. e
Coth el tille e ‘28 giving direct. support to JCE and was not with OCRe

Art o aJu Iruck drawu was assigned direct swpport of CCR late in
insizaly 4@ o inadequate cormunications is was late zexting iro
26 L0 artillery fire suprport was aveilable “rom abvout 1500 wn:i

The 15€tlL went into action and the artillery was rezistered after
farx Ly Tlash ani scund of nmost effective concentrations were pluced in tle Jeruan
Ar defense along she § ed® of CHLFIZINE FOREST in rart ol Colonel “UYHRYs (47 narried)
co.'*;.*a:.d.“i-;m rexrcls irJo the Jerman posicion found uiter confusion and heavy

cesualtiese
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The following is review of the 8upply and evacuation of CCR during the month
of August. Upon the arrival in France the service elememts of the 10th Tank
Battalion and the }7th Infantry Battalion were pooled and called CCR Trains,
nd i i

individual and on the vehicle. Vehic
prescribed by Army. There we.ec no extra gasoline cans carried on the armored
but there were on the general purzose vehicles, (.- ton cr-1 can, 3/l

vehicles
ton QGR-2

CIASS T

cans, 23 ton truck 10-cans )

On each veaicle or person tia ere were €hergency rations f{or three .iays,
Gemerally 1 K, 1 C, 1p, resupply of
lished daily when possible. If this
rations .;as to be consumed and on arrival of the ration truck a like number of

rations ¢
ton truck
or so.

CLASS 1T
Class
submitted
of T and

onsumed would be replaced,
Was sufficent for rations i

either ¢, Ky, or 10 in 1 rations was accamp-
couldn't be done one of the venicular

In the tank and infntry battalions a 21
f the ration dimps were within thirty miles

IT was planned in the following manner, Units of the Combat Comrzand
requisitions twice a month to Division Class IT located in the vicinity

ITI. Requisitions were £ill

ed and bulk hauled on ration trucks s if the

load was not to great, or on gas trucks if it were.

CIASS IIT

CLASS Vv
When a
daily rep

cessed in

infantry
when an o
section b

by the task force S-L's of the CC calling

L of tie GC their requirements..CC in turn contacted trains and gasoline

where it was picked up by the task force

ficers and delivered to the task force., ‘then refueling was accomplishei I

task force expended any portion of its basic load it Was reported by
ort to the CC s-L4. ¢C §- contacted trains where by normal supply
channelsexpenditure was replaced that i

the same mannep but much faster, If the situation prevented the Amm-
rains fr.m going foward in general pur:-ose vehicles the armored infantry
campany present sent to the CC 8- sufficent -; tracks to haul the r:quired ame-
ounts foward to the area of engsgement, The task force being made up of tank and

companies

of two difforent battalions it was necess~ry that in tie trains

rder for ammunitions Was received competant bersonnel from each ammnition

e present to fil

MAINT SNANCE

necessayr

1 that part of tiie order trat pertained to them,

enance sections sould always find their particular battglion

running about the countryside. hen necessary on the march recovery
equiptment, for the task force minus the trains, was dispatched to reinforce the
‘company maintenance Section. Zvacuation by ordnance back up campay was to have
relieved the ¢¢ maintena ceof deadlined and destroyed vehicles that they coudd

BV CUATIC OF THE DEAD AND JounnzD

. .....vounded were_ evacuated b

Y vhe-attacned mediw ] det:éhieRt t ron | tig medical

co.pany in CC trains then to the hosnital prescribed in the divis on field order.
evacuated to the graves regristration point on ration =4 gasoline

were
trucks.

Supnly points, Evacuation of py to the CC trains and fram t:ere to division on

empty gas

flow of prisoners became so

ed prison
available

and ration trucks returning

§7eat that they couldn't be handleq, If time allow-

ers were shuttled, if not loads rore dumped ard tie necessary trucks made

to clear the c-~ge.

MR
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For the first 15 S

of the month of Ausust t.e is a brief day

by day log of the CC. The remainder of the month 16-3L is a Su mary of some

of the difficulties encountered.

29 July
30 July
31 July

1 August
2 Ast

3 August

l August:

SAugust

6-8
August

9 August
10 August

11 August

Landed on continent and into bivouac awaiting remainder of comnand.
Supply of I II and IIX started, sor di’ficulty in locating dun, s.
Paring to TO/E readying for o.erations.

Flan of CCR su, 1y a resupply puv into overation. Sone (10 el
coied 17 .ot having corled I ihic pimner oo,

Loutine our, Iy cicep’ ool oD TTT oL R

U7 wpuded and S Gl e TTT
L0 T, S0 0, 7 ire now in effect.

.- AL 2 e

Routine supﬁly with minor exceptions. Vehicles being worked on

by maintenance sections removing damages caused by short 58a VOy-
(1%

gﬁpply’reports of the first day of orer tion poor, @ause attrib-

uted to not having worked together before and the fact that Lhis

headquarters did not have sufficient equirment to function as

a CC headquaters, Being the third CC in the division and not

having the T/E of the other CCs and doing the same job quite

Justifys the difficulty,

Gasoline consumption runs about as follows:

Medium tanks % mile to the rallon
Light tanks . 1 mile to the gallon
Equipment is practically new.

Routine supply

Routine supply. P¥ evacuation found to be most difficult due

to the numbers involved, gas and ration trucks unable to evacaate
fast enough.

Gas.line resupply is getting to the point wher- distances involved
cramp org-nic transportation.

Entered first cambat with the Zerman., Ammnitation basic load
found to be sound for this fracas. (see history) System of re-
supply worked with some exceptions. Establishment of small inter—
mediary dumps of critical items ne r GP of GC (1000 yards; proved
very valuable. Machine gun and 75mm gun ammmition used in very

great quantities. Morphine syrettes proved of more value when carried in

12 August

13-31
August

vehicle 1st aid kit or on person, lHedical detachment should have

a hot drink available at 211 times during engagement. Blanket sapply
found to be inadequate. NMen evacuated from vehicles knacked out

by the enemy usually lost all their belongings and versonal equip-
mert by fire. Included in the trains at this time a small supply
8-10% of toilet articles. T/% individual equipment, blankets, and
arms. Class I emergency of 100 rati ns, 10-1, C, or K carried also.
Resupply of gasoline revised somewhat. Found better results if a
truck or so of gas, 1000-3000 gallons, accompanies each married
company. This makes refueling a faster process and does avray with
resupply after dark. Resupnly after d.rk over alarge area is not
advisable due to the dist-nees and terrzin that have to be covered.
Lost one truck aad trd ler by machine gun fire pascing back and
forth through the outposts at night with gasoline,

Supply during this time was according to vlan except that a> times
during the month the dumps were located 120 miles in the rear of
our service elements. e had nothing to haul Class I, I7, III, and
V, evacuate our wounded znd casualties exceptorganic transvortathon
augmented by twelve two and one half ton trucks. There were doys
when CC made marches of 100 miles ard had to resupply over 2,0
miles round trip. The trains per:o nnel worked twenty fomr hoursa
day altemating driving and sleeping on the road. The class IIT
dumps many times during the latter period .‘ere out of gasoline.,

We began experiencing a critical shortage of gasoline. The GC at
time was completly immobligedin place. Began to nobice the.amounts- - -

- ~of fuel used- is-increasing-som&what, Tanks were beginning to use

considerable more then any other wvehicle, Consumption rates at the
close of the month, medium tanks three gallons to the mile, light
tanks one ard one quarter gallons to tne mile. Isolated cases of
medium tanks using five gallons to the mile were encountered, No
new engines available. for replacement, spark plucs helped some-
what but quantities available not sufficent.
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Sumrary of salient failures and hardshivps, revisionsW g the month of
Auzust. . B

le The plan devised by the combat command was generally sound when Corps
and Army kept the dumps within reasonable distances generally 35 miles.

2. Class I during the month of August, CC ate absolutely nothing but
C, K, X0-1 ration, If the rations are rotated tnrougihout the command the meals
are good but if not they become monotonmus. This had a direct ®ffect on the
fichting sha .e of the command.

3. Class II plan failed entirely as tlere never was established until the
last week of the month a dump that could even begin to fill a requisition, Men
who were burned out of there vehicles had to borrow from other men and salvage
from ene:y vehicles suificent clothes to carry on.

L. Class IIIplan was sound and worked effectivlyuntil the distances became

more ard more exbreme. A CC cannot with its organic transcortation resupply

at the rate of 75-100 operational miles a day over a distance of 240 miles.,

To be really effective and run militarily sound the Corps amd Army dumps must
be within 35 miles of operatioms. Many times the gas trains would arrive and
cans would contain kerosene, a limited amount, ~vater md etc. Diesel fuel for
attachec tank destroyer units was a very critical item ad no provision had
been made to handle diesel fuel in the tra#ns. Plan had to be modified so that
a percentage of the transport could be made agvailable for this purpose, If
the attached unit arrived with su.ficent tr-nsport all well and good but
generally they did not and immediate steps ahd to be tzken for supplye.

5. During the month of August the CC received but a mere pittance of the
cle-ning and preserving maierials neceded for the maintenance of the weapons,
Shortazes were overcome by the use of enemy uniforms for rags amd motor oil
for preservative.

6. The CC had no means available for the evacuation of captured material
usually personnel had to come foward to get it. If tiis could not be done
the material was destroyed or left for the rear elements if there was no
danger of the ency closing on them again and manning.,
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HRADQUARTERS COUMBAT COMMAND R
STH ARMORED DIVISION
AP0 255, TU. S. ARMY

REPCRT AFTER ACTION AGAINST ENEMY 1-30 SEPTEMBER 19l

THE BATTLE OF COMFIEGNE FOREST
31 August to midnight 1-2 Sept.

CCR spent the night of 31 August, 1 September in the southern edge
of the Foret de Eagpiegne. A

s .
Headquarters Detaclhment, CCR, 5th Armored Division
Camanding Officer: Colonel (flen H. Anderson.

10th Tank Battalion (married Formation).
Commanding Officer: Lt. Col. William A Hamburg
Headquarters Company 10
A Co 10 married to A Co 47
C Co 10 married to C Co L7
1 Platoon D Co 10.

47th Armored Infantry Battalion (Married Formation,.
Commanding Offieer: Lt. Col. Howard E. Boyer

Headquarters Compguy 47
B Co 47 married t0 B Co 10

1 Flatoon D Co 10 Z‘
gm’g'éth Cavalry Recomnaissance Squadron o,
Officer: Captain John -~ R. Vane \
. )
x € 0o 22nd Armored Enginner Battalion <53
‘ Cammanding O0fficer: Captain Charles perlman E
Commanding ¢fficer: Captain Fred C. Hopper ‘
Sexrvioe Co 10
Servioce Co 47

Detachment C Co 127 Ord Mt Bn
C Co 75th Armored Med Bn (Det)
1 Flatoon D Co 10

“196th leld Artillery Battalion (Attached)
(105 =m Howitgers, Truck Drawm)

— one y 987¢th Field Artillery Battalion (A‘b:ba.cned)
I LASEE e e =2~ - (255-mm . Guns,_Armoxed, Self Propelled)
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- RESIRICTED -

During the night the battery of 155 SP guns mysteriously vanished. OCR
after sending out a search party to locate same, was told that this battery
had been withdrawn to Division Artillery Control.

CCR CP was set up at OUROY, FRANCE for the might 31 August to 1 September.
North of OUROY'and GILOCOURT, the southern edge of the forest was he
defended. Units identified included 1lst Battalion 86Lth Regiment; 348th
Division; 2nd Battalion, 111th parachute Regiment; 104th Grenadier Regiment,
17th Division. 'In addition to remmants of these regiments, it was estimated
that CCR was in conmtact with the entire 512 SCHNELLE Battalion. During the
night several German tarks sneaked imto OUROY in an attempt to withdraw to

the north through the FORET DE COMPIEGNE. A dismounted bagooka patrol fram
Headquarters CCR was sent out to destroy the tanks, but premature shooting

of a submachine gun caused the enemy force to bolt to the north towards the
10th Tank Battalion bivouac. fThe 10th Tank Battalion was notified and it
opened fire on the fleeing German column. The enemy tanks escaped as did

most of the persomel, but they ajandoned two towed 88 mm AT guns, L trucks,

2 anti-aircraft Sy guns, and two Volkswagons.

At 0101L0B September the C.0. of CCR Was notified that during the might
a combat team of the 28th Infantry Division would pass through CCR with the
mission of moving through the FORET DE COMPIEGNE. The S-3 of Combat Team 109
made contact with the C.0. CCR that night. Combat Team 109 assembled in the
are; north of OUROY, but south of the 10th Tank Battalion, prepared to move
forward at dam.

At gsvmn CCR h:e:ba dismoum;ddrecomaissance out to determine any local
changes mig ve occured during the night and guard against a possible
ambush of the armored column in passing through the woods.

Cambat Team 109 moved out at daylight, but made slow progress on foot.
At 011115B CCR began advancing and by mutual arrangememts with the C.0. of
the 1u9th Infantry, the leading battalion of Combat Team 1uU9 was carried
*piggy back® in and on vehicles of the 1Uth Tank Battalion. Traffic congestion
becage a problem in spite of good highways through the forest. It required ’
cotstant attention to keep the roads clear enough to permit the artillery
to bypass. .

Arrangemsnts between Colonel Anderson and the C.0. of Cambat Team 109
permitted leapfrogging the towed artillery battalions (one with each command)
by battalion instead of lsapfrogging individual batteries. This speeded up
. the rate of advance tremendously and the head of the column was never without
artillery support. '

The advance into the forest was made on two roads.(See ‘route map) The
two roads converged however, so the L7th Armored infantry Battalion, which
h:gk been :’;in.owing the eastermmost road fell into column following the 1Uth
T Battalion. ) .

By U11140B CCR Reconnaissance had reached 477012. Qerman ar§illery
was reported to be going into position sdth of CHOISY. Consequently, CCR

asked for air support. A R m‘m |
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The air mission which followed was unabe to locate the reported artillery
and was placed, in part, on a large defended road block, which had been reached
by € Troop, 85th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadraen. hether it was caused by
lack of panels, thick foliage, ox-too close proximity to target area is not

Nown, but the air straféd our own.forward elements as well as the enemy road
block, wounding 3 men and immobilizing 1 armored car and 1 s-ton truck. An
interesting incident in the FUREY DE COM:IEGNE was the capture by the married
A companies (1U-l47th) and the tank destroyer company of the cambat team 1lu of
Sv or more civilian designed sedans-—almost all Ford V-8ts. Most of the vehicles
had the doors removed and a bicycle rack constructed on +.2 rear. They belonged
to the 512th SCHNELIE Battalion which had abandoned them in the forest—
presumably because of the effectiveness of our air attacks on road traffic.

The C.0. of CCR was instructed to cross the AISHE RUIVER in the vicin:i..ty
off CHOISY. A reconnaissance of the bridges indicated that all suitaole bridges
had been blown and that the north bank of the AISN® RIVER was defended. A
request was made for either 1uu feet of Bailey Bridge o 350 feet of treadway
bidge.

At O11630B CCR Ck was located at 47803L.

Pefore the bridging materials requested could be sent forward, the C.O.

« off CCR was notified that the combat team of the 28th Division would take over

and build a bridge at CHOISY. CCR would follow CCB across the OLSE RIVER at
DOMPLEGHNE on a bridge being constructed by CCB engineers.

X XX X

Contact was made at this time with combat team 112 which had attacked
COMPIEGNE the night before. Arrangements were made to permit combat team 1U9
to pass through CCR to the AISNE RIVER. Colonel Anderson agreed to support
Combat Team 1U9 as long as possible(until the time CCR was scheduled to move
to CUMrIEGNE to cross the river there) by tank direct fire and artillery fire
from the south side of the AISNE RIVER. Some supporting tanks were in position
and avgilable to Combat Team 109, but these were not needed and were not cnlled

upon,

At U12310B CCR began crossing the M-2 Treadway Bridge at COL-IEGNE to
the north bank of the OLSE RIV:R, amd the battle of the COLrIEGNE FCREST
was over. -

Some cobservations made and lessons learned were:

1. Towed 105 mm artillery can support a fast moving armored column.

_ 2. The married tank-inf antry team as employed by the 5th Armored Division
is expremely effective-—especially so in close country.

3. 155 mm S.p. artillery is not suited to the role of close suppa t of
armored columns—~largely because of communications difficulties.

Lhe A Combat Command of an armored division can carry forward “piggy back"
the dismounted elements of two infantry battalions and still keep the forvard
elements of armor ready for instant use. By not loading the armored advance
guard, the accompanying infantry is not unduly -xposed to hostile fire. This
procedure results in the highest morale for the accompanying infantry since
they arrive at their destination in much less time and in much better condition
to fight., It is also extremely comforting to the armored cambat command to
know that supporting infantry in goodly mmbers arz ever present to assist
in case serious resistance is encounteredd over an extended front.
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THE ADVANCE FROM COMPIBGME TO VALENCIENMES 2 SEPTEMEER 19Llh

-~

At 020003B the forward elements of CCB advancing on higlway 132 on
NOYON were halted by resistance. Mot having sufficient space to remmin on
the road and still clear the bridge at COMPIEGNE, CCR was ordered to close
and bivouac beside the road. This was done and by 0320, the end of CCR
Trains, bringing up the rear, had cleared the bridge,

While in bivouac during the night 1-2 September, 5 buzz bombs were observed
overhead headed southwest.

CCR moved out at 021000B behind Division Troops advancing on NOYON-HAM-
ST QUENTINWLE CATELET-CARNIERES-HASPRES-VALENCIENMES. Head of CCR reached
the SOMME river at HAM at 1420. A part of CCB cut into the column from the
west. Division notified CCR to give CCB road priority. CCR did so, and the
bridge across the SOMME river was not clear of CCB column until 021535B. At
021810B CCR halted in the vicinity of 7836L0 to refuel. After refueling, CCR
contimed to advance after dark until 2300 when Division ordered the C. 0.
of CCR to bivouac. Bivouac was made with the C.P. at VILLERS EN GAUCHIES. No
contact was made with the enemy on 2 September, and there were no losses.

At 031037B the C.0. CCR received orders to "Protect left flank of Division
from RAISMES (980076) to NAVES (850880).n

Colonel Anderson ordered his forces disposed so as to execute this mission.
Half way through this deployment, CCR recekved orders to the effect that
the previous orders had been too emphatic. ALl that was desired was for CCR
to be alert to a left flank threat and to be prepared to move to counterattack
same if it developed. CCR was regrouped northwest of SOLESMES in keeping
with the new orders.

the afternoon of 3 September, many alarming civilian reports
came in to the effect that the Germans were shooting up all towns nearby.
Finally Division ordered C.0. CCR to attack enemy force of 250 men and
3 tanks in the vicinity of 090198. These orders were received at 120,
The mission was assigned to the 10th Tank Battalion who employed.the married
C Campanies for the job. By 031615B, C Companies had reached the assigned
area, but no sign of any German activity could be found. C Companies returned
Just before dark. At this time, word was received that the neighboring town
of THIANT was being ravished by 3000 returning Germans. Monsieur Rene Bommet
a French civilian agent with CCR was dispatched with a tommy-gun to clear up
the situation. No Germans were found in the town by this one-man patrol.

C.P. CCR was located at N928970 the night 3-l September.
PESTPICTED
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THE FORCED MARCH FROM VALENCIENNES AREA TO CHARLEVITIE-MEZIFRES ON THE MEUSE
’ ly september 194l

At 032040B a warning order was received that, "Division moves at
OLOT00 to the southeast. Orders will be issued tonight." CCR troops were
alerted for movement the following morming at 0700. At OLOO20B orders were
received. OCCR led the division on the march to the southeast. Originally
CCR was scheduled to asserble in the area LOGNY-BOGNY, but enroute to this
assembly area, General Oliver, the Division Commander, met Colonel Anderson
and instructed him to move directly into CHARLEVILLE, MEZIERES and build a
bridge across the MEUSE RIVER.

The route folhowed to MEZIERES is as indicated on the attached map

" viz: SOLEMES=-LE CATEAU-—GUIZE-~VZRVINE-~HIRSON-=}ON=-IDEEX-~TOURNES~-
CHARLEVILIE—MEZIFR:S. Thks was a march of 96 miles. It was made with
insufficient gasoline. There was not enought gasoline to refuel the entire
camand, so a policy was followed of allowing vehicles to drop out for lack
of fuel, amd then rejoin the column when fueled individually. By 1025 the
head of the column had reached BEAURAIN; by 1125 the head was at IE TI'CNT D7
PIERRE; at 1520 the head was at CLIRON; at 15L0 the forward elements had re-
ached CHARIEVIIILE. There, contact was established with a task force of C
Troop of the 2lith Cavalry, Reinforced by 1 Company of Infantry, which had
reached MEZIERES on 3 September 19Ll;. The 95th Armored Field Artillery
Battalion had been given the mission of direct support of CCR while the
command was still south of VALENCIENNES, bofore the march had started.

Due to the shortaze of gasoline, the 95th was unall e to march wi th the rost
of the camand. It joined later. The 196th Field Artillery Battalion(105 mm
Howitzers, truck drawn) did move with CCR, however. This concluded the
forced march from VALENCIENNES to CHARLEVILLE, a distance of 96 miles
ampleted in 8 hours and 10 minutes, Wl th rationed and insufficient gasoline.

FORCING A RIVER CROSSING AND BRIDGING OPERATIONS OF THE LEUSE RIVER AT
CHARLEVILIE~-MEZIERES Li-5 SEPTENBER 194l

A1l six bridges across the MEUSE river had been blown by the Germans.
The 24th Cavalry Reinforced had some elements across a branch of the river
dnd set up in an old fortress at MEZIERES.

Reconnaissance was started immediately for a crossing site. A bridge
was started at WARCQ at 1730. Before much work had been done however, it
was discovered that the mgp s available Were in error and that the bridge
as planned would get CCR across only half of the river. The MEUSE river
at MEZIFRES had the da#sign shown on the attathed map.

A reconnaissance in advance of building the bridge had been made and
had determined that Canal No. 1 had a substantial bridge capable of carrying
Division loads. This bridge had not been blown. The Canal No 2. was not
indicated on the svailable map. After the bridge at WARCQ had been started
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it was discovered that this canal existed——in fact most of the river flowed

< +hpough it. And all bridges had been blown. Strong German forces were on the
high ground immediately to the east of Canal No 2. This high ground was the

» rear of the MAGLINOT LiNE. The defending German forces consisted of the 1lst
Battalion, CT .HOLZEN, strength about 200 men, armed with machine guns, and
rifles and equipped with 6 or 7 armored cars. It had been organized from
remaants of the 2nd pZ Division. It was supparted by one battery of light
artillery, probably 105 mm. its mission was to defend east of the MEUSE
and to prevent our crossing. its morale was low and it had received no supplies

for two (2, days.

“~

s

Due to terrain, however, it was possible for the Germans, despite the
quality of the troops, to defend stubbommly. The bank on the east side was
a steep cliff with permanent fortifications built on the cliff sides and
undergpound passageways in the top of the hill. The cliff completely dominiated
the western bank and from the top of the hills on the east bank, the Germans
had observation to the northwest, west, and Soutlwest for 10 to 12 miles. Fram
this point they were able to observe our column approaching MEZIERES from
TOURNES on the afternoon of L September 19.Ll.

There were some elements besides terrain affecting the situation. ©ne
was the situation at SEDAN where CCA was also crossing the MEUSE. The pressure
exerted there by CCA occupied the German infantry and anti-tank batteries
known to be in that vicinity. The other element was the number and camposition
of mbbile reserves available to the Germans which might be capable of counter-
attacking our bridgehead before we had crossed our armor to the east bank
and occupied the high ground north of 1E THEUX.

MII brought information from civilians that fifty German tanks between
ST IAURENT and GRENELLE were heading north at 1700. That there was a battalion
of Germans at NOUZUNVILIE and another battalion between there and NEUFMANIL, that
there was a company of Qermans in GES;UNSART and at least 3 antistank guns at
NOUZONVILLE. Granting that the Germans were in some force at the places listed,
with the exception of the tanks, no German force was sufficiently moWwile
to move southward and attack us before we occupied the high ground. In regard
to the tank force, there was no other evidence to support the report of such a
lirge force of Qerman tanks.

on the ridge line of the high ground overlooking MEZIERES from the German
side was a German military school. The buildings were made of concrete.
The position was later discovered to be a model defensive set-up. Each foxhole
was provided with a range card of the entire visible terrain. In addition to
this prepared position, this ground was the back side of the MAGINOT L.NE.
The area contained many concrete entrances and exits to a network of underground
4nnels. All this was discovered during and after the attack.

At QL2120 the 47th Armored infantry Battalion, less L Company, attacked across
the river at MEZ(ERES to secure a bridgehead. B and C Companies made the
initial crossing. By UL2220, B Company of the 47th Armored infantry Battalion

had reached the high ground east of CHARLEVILIE and was preparing to attack
east to remove small arms and machine gun fire from the bridge site.

- . | - 2 S .
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Following the attack, construction was started on the bridre. ~owever,
during the nizht the enemy employing self propelied A\ rieces of 20 -m size,
counterattacked the bridge site which cost ¢ Commany of the I2nd “ngineer
Battalion same casualties and equipment including one bulldozer. The infa try
renewed its attacks at davm with increasec vigor, and 2 and C Compani's of the
L7th Armored infartry Battalion secured the vridgehead.

At U5U918, the 628th Tank Destro;er 3att:lion was at-acled to CCR. (ne
company of the 623th Tank Destroyer Battalion to be cormitbted on Jivision opder
only. At U51uU5, the 15th armored infarir- Jattalion wes atbtached to 3707
The 95th Armored Field Artillery Battalion joined CGR s .ortly after the bridge
was completed. ‘The 196th Field Artillery Battalion (15 mm truck drowm) was
still attached to CCR and assisted in the river crosskng.

At about 09U0 Company A& of the L7th Armored wnfantry Dattalion crossed
the river at IGHUN by ferry after B and C Companies had cleared the bridge
site. The luth Tank Battalion was ordered to ennloy A Compary of the LTth
to sieze the heights dominating the bridge site in a ferrying ove.ation ezrly
on 5 September. As a result of reluctance on the port of 4 Company of the I7th
the ferrying operation was not made until B and ¢ Corpanies had taken fire
off of the bridge site by moving to the southeast. .ork on the bridge »rocceded
rapidly and it was campleted at 135U. By US10U7R the luth Pank and the L47th
Armored infantry had crossed the bridge » and had remarricd, and had -ushed
the attack to the designated bridgehead line where thex took up defensive
positions on the high ground east of 18Z13:3.. The 625th Tank Destroyer Bast~lion
was at MEZIERES. The shortage of gasoline limited the advarce at the time
to the bridgehead line. The L7th Armored inforir; Battalion was] also in need
of rest after fighting 211 night long. The CCR Cr was located at 65,2337,

The might of 5 September 194l, Colonel Anderson assigned the C.c., of
the 15th Armored infantry Battalion the mission of estaclisning a line southeazst
of MBZ1ZU5> cu & Yo ot 11 ronds ¥ ading into [W7LINY Jion the enct or southe
east. The C.0. of the 15th Arnored Infantry Battalion was alerted to the
possibility of German vehicles attempting to flec to the ncrth tirough his
position. No great amount of action was experienced the night of 5-6 September
by the 15th Armored infantry Battalion, and it moved out in CCR'S colwumn the
next morning. '

Casualties for this operation were surprising small, mumbering only
three men killed and aporoximately 25 wounded. The reason for such lizht
casualties is believed to be that the main attack was made at nizht, and in
an extremely aggressive manner.,

During the day of 5 September, General Oliver visited Colonel Anderson
and gave CCR the mission of attocking SEDAN from the resr so as to secure a
bridgehead across the MEUSE RUVER at that point to enable CBA to build a
bridge. Colonel Anderson, after a careful terrain study decided to attack
SEDAN fram the east with the L7th married. The axis of agdvance Was to be
VLVDUR 9030, VRiGNE 9230, ST MENGS 9530, GLVUIME u288, SEDAL.

————————
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The 1uth Tank Batt~lion, married, and CCR Trains were held back on the
brid-ehead site and viere only to move south on SZDAYN on order. This provided
orotection to the left rear and still held open the option of using the northern
route or thesouthern route to the east in the direction of ARILON. The C.C.
oga wae given the eption & using any or all routes to the egst in the direction
of A:ICII.

The nmain body moved out at USUCOU. The reconnaissance echelon made first
contact at a road block at 9553u5 witich wasstrongly defended. The main body
reached the road block at 1lul5. The situation was too close to employ the
supporting air arm. This mrticular road block took several nours to overcome.
The terrain was quite mountainous and by- passing was almost impossible. et
weather and the poor condition of the chevrons on tank tracks prevented tanks
from climbing to the high ground to the east which dominated the route of
advance. Scveral nore such blocks were encountered during this day. ¥very
towvh had many wagons and other vehicles run into the center of the road so
as to block traffic. Road blocks were formed by felling large rcadside trees across
the road with an explosive charge. Trees required sawing or otherwise cutting
into smaller .ieces and then removing. All roadblocks were defended to a
greater or a lesser degree and consequently pro;ress was rather slowl

An interesting though brief engagement took place in IILY on this march.
Most of the day was cloudy and rainy, but as the head of the column reached
T1LY fifteen or twenty German vehicles were sighted. Alr support became
available at the same instant. A flight of p-47 s attacked simultaneously
with the 47th. The enmtire 47th force was committed. In the brief engagement,
all of the German venicles were destroyed or captured as were all but a
of the German soldiers. This beautiful air support was often within a few
hundred yards of our own vehicles. Air was also used on retreating Bosche
in a pocket near FLOING.

Recomaissance reached SEDAN at 16uT, after passing through an undefended
roadblock at GiLVUMIEE. Uvoon reaching GLVOIYE, the advance guard was informed
that a German headquarters unit had escaped to the northeast Just 15 minutes
prior to their arrival. The direct support alr was given the mission of follow-
ing and destroying this headquarters. in 10 mimites a report was received
that they had destroyed 15" out’ of 17 vehicles and requested another target.
Subsequent revorts from SEDAN showed this enemy group to have been the Outh
Corps Headquarters Company, which had been at SEDAN regrouping elements of
the German army. The citizens of SEDAN were celebrating our arrival when
the reconnatssance entered town. The Stars and Stripes was slightly in error
in reporting SWDAN liberated seven days berore it was cleared by CCR.

Prisoners for the day totalled seventy (7v) and were captured fram the
Lith observation Artillery Battalion which was fighting as infantry in the
vicinity of IILY; and from the Suth Corps Headquarters Company.

When CCR reached SEDAN, CCA had already started its bridge at BAZEILLES
(996225). Mearmhile, the L7th married, with the 15th Armored infantry Battalion
went into a position on the high ground overlooking SEDAN from the rear, and
the 10th Tank Battalion bivouaced in the vicinity of GLVONNE. Although
German artillery fire fell in the 10th Tank B ttalion assembly area during
the nizht of 6-7 September inflicting several’casualties, and in spite of
the shortage of gasoline, the liberation of SEDAN was completed with insignificant
losses, largely as a result of the ver of attack from the rear.

aile enroube o S 4 h Field Artille atbalion was, released
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from CCR to revert to GCB. Both of these releases were accomplished as ordered.
THE rURSULIT INTO THE GRAKD DUCHY OF LUXSMBOURG

At 070100 September 194, the following messace was received by the C.0.
of CCR: "You will halt your Combat Gommand in vlace. 28th Infantry Division
will attack through you in both CCA and CCB zones early morning 7 Sevntermber to
Secure a line running roughly from 2625 to 201l. (Clear all roads for use of
28th Div. (Clear area of ren elms prior to U700 September 7 so as to not
hamper 28th Div. Exert every effort to prepare your commands for continuation
of the attack through 28th Div on orders from theis Hq. More details later.n
Imediate emphasis was vlaced on maintenance and resupuly of all classes. A
liaison officer with radio was sent to the 1u9th Infantry Regiment. jersonnel

Wwere rested. At 1L15 orders were chanced telling CCR to remain in place all
that day. The liaison officer from 5th Armored Division arrived to tell
Colonel Anderson that he was to offer his recommaissance troop to the C.0.
of the 1ugth infantry Regiment, if same was needed. Troop was offered, accepted,
add dispatched.

During the night CCR received orders to follow Combat Team 109, prepared
to attack through them on order. CCR moved out of the SEDAN area at 1520.
The luth Tank Battalion, married, led. The L7th Armared Infantry Battalion,
married, remained in the vicinity of SEDAN =rd was to follow the 1uth Tank
Battalion by long bounds on orders.

At 1650 CCR was forced to halt behind the infantry combat team in the
vicinity of FLURENVLLIE. The C.0. of the L7th was ordered to bring up his
force to the vicinity of FLURELVIILE and to bivouac with the rest of CCR.
CCR bivouaced around the C.p. at 273237.

At 193u the CCR liaison officer with Combat Team 11U reported seeing

many German vehicles leaving FLORENVILIE. He gained additional information
about the fleeing troops from ground elements in close conmtact with the enemy

rear guards. Contact was made with the Cp of the 28th Division nearby to

work out a cooperative plan of attack. Colonel Anderson tool the forward

section of the CCR Command group to a position affording good radio camunications

possibilities, and proceeded to employ the air party attached to CCR. This was

accomplished by obtaining t,rgets through the liaison officer of CCR with

Combat Team 1lU. These targets were relagyed back for directions to the air

support. Within a period of one half hour fifty vehicles had been knocked out.

Numerous horse drawn supply wagons, guns s and caissons along the main route

t0 ARLOUN were also destroyed.

At V90700 Reconnaissance, which had reverted to CCR control, passed
through the 28th Division and proceeded on route to MERSCH, LUXEMBOURG. .
Information from artillery liaison plane indicated that the road leading west
fran VANCE 5021 was so cluttered with burned out German vehicles ad horse
drawn equipment that to use it would require considerable engineering work
to clear the road. This condition was a result of CCR air missions on the day
previous in conjuiiction with air support of Combat Team 11lu of the 28th Division.
Colonel Anderson therefore decided o by-pass VACE and to travel to II50n Ly
route HASAY T\ ITUVE L927—wLOTTERT 5525=<METZERT 5926-—OBRRiALTEN 6327
USELDANGE 7331--MZRSCH. This route was also selected with.a view of by-passing
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ARIUIN since French agents had reported German resistance at ARLON had the

use of a very nigh church steeple for observation. It was hoped that the
selected route would be defiladed from this OP.

Upon reaching HABAY LA NEUVE comtact was made with +aBk forces of the

28th Division which were attacking HABAY from the west. This force had been

held up since daylight by an enemy force estimated to be one compalny reinforced
with anti-tank guns. A Companies, married, of the luth Tank Battalion were

eamitted at once and the defenders were quickly put to roub. OrgM-L medium
tank received anti-tank gun hits on three sides in this engagement. All hits
penetrated the tank, but none of its occupants was injured, and the tank did

not burn.

Direct air support was used north and east of HABAY LA NEUVE and along
the route of march to the east. The entire march was made over roads which
had been cratered and on which the bridges had been blown and road blocks
installed. A few enemy anti-tank mines were encoumtered in conjunction with
the road blocks. Craters were by-passed and engineers with bulldozers fiilled
them for the rear elements of the column.

¢ Company of the 22nd Armored Engineer Battalion assisted by the Pioneer
Platoon of the 828th Tank Destroyer Battalién prepared the railway bridge at
MERSCH for veuicular traffic and at 1335 forward elements began to cross the
river. In the meantime, the 10th Tank Battalion had discovered a ford at
MOESDORF 8331 and had made its crossing there. The German force defending
the crossings was composed of the 503rd Mobile Battalion from CT VON FRITSCHEN
whose total strength did not exceed L0O, supported by a platoon of 81 mm
mortars, f¥wo nlatoons of heavy machine guns, and an unknown number of anti-
tank guns, but probably not more than four.

“hile CCR was enroute to MERSCH Colonel Anderson received instructions
that instead of halting at MERSCH as originally planned that he was to contimue
to the SIEGFIIED LINE at ECHTERNACH. Ab 1350 Colonel Anderson received new
orders through a visit of the G-3 to the effect that GCR would change direction
as soon as the ALLZETTE RIVIR at MERSCH had been crossed and would proceed

. north to secure an assembly area for the division immediately south of DIEKIRCH,

LUXEMBCURG.

By turning to the north, GCCR seemed to get on the south flank of a German
infantry unit defending the ALLZETTE RIVER from its eastern bank. At this
time CCR had no VHF workable for the control of air, however, alr support -
was amked for and obtained through the division G-3 Air. Air missions attacked
enemy elements in the vicinity of CRUCHTEN 8L3ly, SCHRONDWILER 8635, NOMMERN 8733,
{mmediately preceding CCR's movement inmto this area. The 10th Tank Battalion
attacking with this air support succheded in destroying or capturing approximately
70 venicles. 32 pieces of German artillery were also destroyed or abandoned
by the enemy at 6439. Forty(LO) vrisoners were talken during the day. CCR
mvaae 4 5h oF T of 10-11 “evivhor in the assigned area with the CP at 862335.

The CP of CCR moved 11 September to BRUCHERHOF, 895386, and the 10th
pank Battalioh, the L7th Armored Infantry Battalion, and the 95th Armored
Field Artil®ry Battalion grouped around it. The headquarters of the 626th
Tank Destroyer Battalion contimed to w rk W th and to augment the slender
staff of CCR, as it had been doing since its attachment to CCR at MEZIERES.
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During the period 11 September and 12 September OP's were set up on the
German border where the SIEGFRIED LINE could be observed. ¢ Company, 85th
Cavalry Recomaissance Squadron was ordered to send patrols across the OUR river
into the STEGFRIED LINE in an attempt to determine the extent to which the
pillboxes were manned and supplied with weapons. No patrols were ever sent,
and the company cmmander wgs relieved. On 13 September, on orders from the
Division Commander, a recomnaissance by fire was conducted against the SIEGFRIED
LINE in the vicinity of WALLENDORF, GERMANY. The town of AAEIDINGEN, GERMANY
was set on fire, but no return fire was received from the rillboxes.

THE PENETRATION OF THE SIEGFRIED LINE AND THE INVASION OF GERMANY 14-19 SEPT Bk.

Colonel Anderson received orders late in the evening of 13 September 194l
that CCR would attack the Siegfried Line in the Vicinity of JALLENDORF, GEIMANY
as early as possible on 1l Scptember 194l. Colonel Anderson visited tie Divisian
CP to obtain details and was not able to return to the Combat Command CP until
after midnight 13-1); September. At that time it was necessary to make plans
for the attack to take place the following day. Such a short time was available
that a preparation of fires was not possible in as great detail as might

have been desirable.

The terrain in that area was decidedly not suitable for armor. The OUR
and SAUER RIVERS came together at WALLENDORF. Though both are fordable, the
banks on each side are steep and precipitous, much like the HUDSON PALISADSS.
Fram the heights on the western bank of the OUR we had excellent observation
of Germany and fortifications in the SIEGFRIED LINE. And conversely from the
heights on the east side of the river, the Germans had good observation of our
positions and movements.

When orders were issued fop CCR to attack the SIEGFRIED LINE, we had this
information: Not all the bunkers and pillboxes were occupied. Where they
were occupied the crews were not full strength. There were no heavy calibre
@ anti-tank guns emplaced an any of the fortifications. In same cases the
Germans did not even have machine guns with which to defend the bunkers.
Prisoners had stated that on the lst of September, the water had not been
pumped out of the fortifications 5 and that within the past two weeks civilians
and soldiers had been busy digging anti-tank ditches. During the 3 days in
which reconnaissance of GCR had been in observation of the line our OP's had
seen German infantry coming into the area to man pillboxes which had not been
pPreviously manned.

Assault teams were hastily organized employing riflemen, bazooka teams,
pole and satchel charge carriers and flame tarowers. A fire plan was hastily
Worked out employing elements of the 628th Tank Destroyer Battalion, 10th
Tank Battalion, 95th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, 7lst Armored Field
Artillery Battalion, L4OOth Armored Field Artille ry Battalion, and one battery
of the 987th Armored Field Artillery Battalion (155 mm guns SP).

The combat cammand was divorced for the operation. At 1300 the forward
elements of the Lj7th Armored Infantry Battalion approached the river in the
Wi cinity of WALLENDORF. These elements received only small arms and machine
gun fire. At this time it became apparent that WALLENDORF was not a recular
village, in as much as artillery fire had small effect upon its for€like houses.

&

At about 1000 on 1l September, the 1st Battalion of the 1X2th Infa-ti
Regiment was attached to CCR and was assembled in the vicinity of MOESTROFF,
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LUXEMBCURG 9141, to await further orders.

At 13L0 tanks from B Company of the 1Cth Tank 2-ttalion crossed the
OUR RIV=R and moved imto the village W th the forward elements of the LT7th
Armored Infantry Battalion. It is interesting to note that the first units
into Germany were a platoon of medium tarks from B Company of the 10th
platoon leader, 2nd Lt Rollins, ad an armored infantry platoon from B
Comzany of the L7th, platoon leader, 2nd Lt. Lewis.

Contimed resistance from the fortified houses in the vi lige required
that the flame tnrowers be employed for the reduction of the town of .JALLENDORF.

Behind WALIENDORF is a r&dge running from northwest to southeast. The
roads leading to the top of this ridge are only two in mmber. The Germans
had constructed a very strong road block on the northernmost of these roads,
but the other was unblocked. The plan orgginally called for an infantry attack,
but when no anti-tank defenses developed, the plan was changed and tanks led
off with the infantry following in half-tracks so as to avoid the small arms
and machine gun fire from the houses and pillboxes. The tanks and infantry,
riding half-track persommel carriers, were able to ascend the sheer face of
the ridge by using the one unobstructed road. At the top of this road was a
bagooka team intended to prevéfnt armor from climbing the hill. A tank knowked
out at that point would undoubtedly have delayed the operation for several
hours, since then the road would no longer have been useable by our armor.
Fortunately, a lucky hit from a burst of machine un fire detonated the bagooka
rocket which had been readied for firing. All members of the enemy bazooka
team were killed or seriously wounded in the ®nsuing blast.

Before the tanks and infantry had finished mopping up WALLENDORF and
before the nigh ground behind the village had been siezed, the weather closed
down and visibility was almost zero. Observation for artillery became almost
canpletely impossible, .

By 1515 A Company of the 7th Armored Infantry Battalion had begun
crossing to the eastern bank of the OUR RIVER to the right of B Company.
Tank Destroyers were sent across shortly thereafter and a block was established
to the north and south of WALIENDORF to prevent an armored counterattack. These
blocks each consisted of one Tank Destroyer platoon. No counterattack came
at this time. The lst Battalion of the 112th Infantry was committed shortly
after the L7th(reinforced with all of B Company 10th Tark B=ttalion) had reached
the high ground to the east of WALLSIDORF. The mission of the 1lst Battalion
of the 112th Infantry was 1) to send one company to the northwest from WALLENDORF
to a distance of 1 kilometer to roll up the GERMAN flank; 2) to emvloy one
campany in the vill ge until it had been completely mopped up; and 3) to send
one company to the right flank to roll up the south flank of the German line.
This campany was to proceed as far as the road junction at 977433. Upon cam-
pletion of these missiors, a report was to be rendered. One platoon of infantry
was to remain With each tank destroyer platoon providing flank security.

L
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Reports from the L7th indicated that the valley between WALIENDORF and
BIESDORF was even more precipitous than the one along the OUR RIVER. In
short, the L7th Armored Infantry Battalion with Companies A and B of the
10%th Tank Battalion plus 1 platoon of D Company of the 10th Tank Battalion
were on the high gound, but could find no;ay(to get down so as to contime
the atbacke Therefore the 1st Battalion & the 112th Infantry was ordered to
make an attack to sieze BIESDCRF. The attack was started, bub due Lo Lle
iessened visibility and darkness BIESDORF was not taken that night. One
compary almost managed to capture the town, but cont®ary to the orders issued
by the Battalion camanding Officer, the company withdrew from its hard
earned position. The commanding officer of that campany was relieved the

following morning.

From prisoners captured in the first day's operations on the 1llith, it
was determined that CT HEUTELBECK and the 759th Homeguard Battalion were
manning the forward line of the SIEGFRIED defenses. Total prisoners for the
day were 69.

The night of the 1l-15 September found the L7th Armored Infantry Battalion
the 1st Battalion of the 112th Infantry, A and B Companies, aad 1 platoon of D
company of the 10th Tank Battalion, ad C Compary of the 628th Tank Destroyer
Battalion inside of Germany. CcCompary of the 22nd Armored Engineer Battalion
was partly inside Germany, as it built a bridge and a ford over the OUR RIVER
at WALLENDORF. ,

Reconnaissance was made during the evening and might of 1l; September in
an attempt to find some route leading down so that an armored attack could
be contimued. A route was finally discovered leading through NIEDERSGEGEN.
A plan was made which called for the L7th, married, to take hill 4O7, which
was deemed to be the critical terrain of the area. The 10th Tank Battalion
was to push straight ahead, axis of advance CRUCHTEN--HOM.ERDINGER--FRIELINGEN
MUSBAUM~-STOCKEM~-WETTENGEN=~MESSERICH==MASHOLDER~~BITBURG.

The 1st Battalion of the 112th Infantry Regiment was to attack on the right
flank of the Combat Command to clear the dense woods on that flank. This
plan was put into execution early 15 September. By dark, the L7th was on
hi1l 407, the 10th Tank was at STOCKEM, and CCR headquarters was with the
L7th ogF 7111 407. The lst Battalion of the 112th was still trying to take
BIESDORF.

Mobile reserves of the Germans were encountered early on the morning of
the 15th. At 0800 an under strength company of MK IV tanks fram the 90lst
Panzer Grenadier Regiment supported by a smaller force of infantry counter-
attacked our column in the vicinity of NIEDERSGEGEN. The Germans lost 3 tanks
and 6 half-tracks in the first few mimites of the engegement and promptly

 withdrew. The battle was fought on each side of a smallstream in an L shaped

narrow valley. Terrain was to the disadvantage of both sides, but our observation
was better than the Germans, and what is more important, so also were our gunners.
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The L40OOth Armored Field Artillery Battalion was on the high ground in
the vieinity of 9L8LLL. The 95th Armored Field Artillery Battalion had
started to move across the OUR RIVFR during the afternoon of 15 September,
to displace forward to the vieinity of HOMERDINGEN. Upon reaching the ford
at 'TZDERSGIEGIN the 95th column was fired upon from the north flank. The
Germans were blocking the ford at NITDEASGEGHN with machine guns and mortar
fire. Tnks was a serious threat because it effectively interrupted traffiec
on our main supply route and prohibited the early displacement of our artillery
forvvard., The threat wgs the more serious because the situation at BIESDORF
was not clear and the only alternative route of cammunications went through it.

When Colonel Anderson learned of the sticky situation at NIEDERSGEGEN
he sent a married tank and infantry platoon back to the ford with instructions
to remain there until all of the artillery and the GCR trains had cleared the
ford. ZEnroute to execute this mission the tank platoon leader encountered
one echelon of trains wnich had managed to find a way forward without using
the ford. This gave the tank-infantry platoon leader the impression that the
ford was clear. Therefore the tank-infantry platoon went imto bivouac for the
nicht. The overall result was that the ford was not cleared of enemy that
nizht and neither e 95th nor the LOOth field artillery battalions were able
to displace forward until late afternoon 16 September.

The troo in c.mbwct with the enemy were at the limit of artillery
suczort. Tais rejnired that the advaice of COR be limited the day of the
16t while the enemy -ras forced out of the NTWDERSGSE T area. The 95th aid
LOCth Feld Artiile ry Battalions did not «et into firing nosition umtil
approxdmatelyy 1700 of the 16 September 19L. By this time the gog had closed
in 80 thnt obsarvation was almost zero.

The afternoon of the 16th ¢ Companies, married, made an attack and siezed
tne :i:h ;round just east of WETTLINGEN. They were relieved in this position
by the lst B:ttalion of the 112th Infantry, w ich was to contimue the attack
the next morning to the east to secure a "bridgehead" on the BITBURG platean.
The terrain here was so precipitous that "Bridgehead" is actually the most
descriptive word. .

By lace afternoon of the 16th it was clear that the Germans were moving
in mobile reserves to counter-attack. Prisoners were identified from the
901st and 902nd Regiments of the Pangzer lehr Division. Increased artillery
fire at times in battery concentrations, indicated that the enemy was also

moving up his artillery.

During the night of 16~17 September the lst Battalion of the 112th
Infantry received a strong counteratt.ck by 5 campany of infantry reinforced
with a platoon of MK IV tanks and a battalion of light artillery. Their
outposts were overrun and many casualties were suffered. The battalion
was forced to fall back, but did pemain east of WETTLINGEN. For the remainder
of the night the Germans placed heavy artillery fire on this battalion and

it suffered still more casualties,
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General Oliver visited Colonel Anderson on 17 September and gave orders
to withdraw the 1st Battalion of the 112th Infantry if it was necessary. He
also instructed Colonel Anderson that his mission had been changed from one
of capturing BITBURG to one of holding the ground CCR then held.

Early 17 September D Company of the 10th Tank Battalion was attacked
by four Mark IV tanks. These tanks gpened fire at extreme range and D
Company lost two light tanks as a result. C Company of the 10th was ordered
to counterattack and did so, destroying all four German tanks. A Company
of the 10th had maneuvered in the meantime to a position in the rear of the
German tank formation and succeeded in destroying five more tanks and a 20

> mm SP gun. Some rem$nants of the enemy emcaped to BETTINGEN and were heavily

bambarded by our artillery and air, but the results of this bombardment are

unknown.

At dawm on the 17th, the Germans also launched an attack against the
112th Infantry, 1lst Battalion, which occupied the high ground east of
WETTLINGEN at the time. The attack was made by approximately 1 battalion
of infantry, supported by a ® mpany of tanks, reinforced by a battalion
of artillery. Though the exact position of the German artillery were not
located, the general locations of the enemy batteries at t he time were known
to be northeast of WETTLINGEN, south of DOCKEIDCRF, ad southeast of FERSCHTEILER.
The attack compglled the infantry of the 112th to relinquish the high ground
at WETTLINGEN and withdraw to the shelter of the buildings in STOCKEM, t.ough
the enemy paid with heavy losses.

Strong and effective enemy artillery fire was received all though the
17th of September by all units of CCR.

On the 18th of September, indications pointed to a shift of German
troops from th® WETTLINGEN area to the OLSDORF-METTENDORF area. An artillery
forward observer reported columns of tanks and infantry moving from BETTINGEN
to OLSDORF to NIEHL at 1230. Reconnaissance of D Troop, 85th Cavalry reported
at 1655, a German infantry unit moving southeast towards ENZEN from METTENDORF.
And at the same time another artillery forward observer reported a German
artillery battery going into position at OLSDORF. A prisoner stated that a:
battery of artillery was located west of NIEHL and that there was a task force
of battalion strength of infantry, tanks and artillery in the vicinity of LAHR.
At 2100 an unknown mmber of German tanks came into METTENDORF from the north
and were chased out by our artillery., Finally prisoners were identified from
the 125th Infantry Regiment; CT Thieme; 78th Infantry Regiment, and the 17th
Anti-tank Battalion of the 17th GAF Division, all of which were new identific-
ations on our front. Tt became clear that the Germans had assembled mobile
reserves and artillery on a scale sufficient to undertake 4o push us out of
the iIEGFRIED LINE and that the counter-attack initially would ®me from the
north. :

The evening of 17 September, CCR was informed by Division that B Compary
- of the 8lst TAnk Battalion married to B of the 15th Armored Infantry Battalion
was now in the vicinity of NIEDERSGEGEN and was in reserve. The company
cammander visited the CCR CP but there were so many strings tied to this unit
before it could be used that no use was ever made of it. At no time did
——————4his. company. ever have more than two married platoons available and usually

WML~ g0



- RESIRICTED -

there was only one. The force which remained was doing full time duty in
protecting the 7lst Armored Field artillery Bgtta]ion(mvision support of CCB).

The day of the 18th of September was relatively quiet. . The 1st Battalion
of the 112th Infantry was pulled back to the vieinity of HOMMERDINGEN. Flash
and sound facilities were requested of division, but none was forthcaming.

On the 18th CCR was told that the 2nd Battalion of the 112th Infantry was- to
relieve the 1st Battalion, but the 2nd Battalion was unable to come forward
on the 18th, and was scheduled to arrive on the 19th.

The night of the 18th of September was unique in that almost no artillery
fire was received by our troops. mur artillery, on the contrary fired a great
deal all night. In spite of this lull in enemy artillery the commanding
officer of CCR repeated his request for sound and flash facilities s but again
agon previous days he was denied them. :

Shortly after daylight on 19 September, the German artillery opened up
with the most vigorous fire yet received by CCR. The GCR command post and
. trains were heavily hit we were all other units of the command. At 0700
hours 19 September, tanks were reported approaching the left flank of the
L7th Armored Infantry Battalion, married, on hill LO7. At this time German
artillery in battery concentrations began falling on the forward slope of
Hill L4O7. Progressively the concentrations began falling on the forward slope
shifting towards the top of the hill and finally to the reverse slope until
the entire position of the 47th had been covered with artillery. vVisibility
was very poor as a result of fog. One platoon was moved to the left flank
Yo take positions behind the crest of hill L26/3. By 0800 hours visibility
improved and a force of 15 tanks and a number of persomel carriers was sighted,
Heavy frontal and flanking fire from all guns was brought to bear on the enemy
force which broke, scattered, and attempted to withdraw, and their withdrawal
was disordered. Our artillery, adjusted by liaison plane, shelled the
retreating Germans heavily.

After the battle Captain Frank Pool, the commanding officer of B Company o °
of the Tank Battalion inspected the destroyed vehidles which consisted of |
Mark V tanks, 6 Mark IV's, and 2 half-tracks. There were scveral more vehicles
~ of undetermined type burning in the distance. ©o

This was the first of a series of attacks made by the Germans on the 19th.
Following this first attack pressure was strongly felt from OLSDORF and BETTINGEN 2
then from WETTLINGEIN, then from SCHANKWEILER and ENZEN and lastly from NSSBAUM.

. late in the afternocon of 19 September the chief of staff of the 5th

A mored Division arrived at the CCR command post by liaison aircraft. He

brought instructions to the commander of GCR to withdraw to a more easily
def-nded position closer to WALLENDORF. Orders were issued ard troops set

in motion. Before the withdrawal to new positions had been completed radio
orders arrived telling Colonel Anderson that he ms to vrithdraw entirely from
Germany and to go into an assembly area south of DIEKIRCH, LUXE}MBOURG. This
withdrawal was executed quite sucdessfully under cover of darkness with few
casualiics. CCR headquarters closed in the new assembly area at.200L00 September.
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The remainder of the 20th was spemd in much needed rest. At 2021304
September, the commanding officer of CCR received instructions to move a
tank company to positions along the road from 963L20 to 957485 to prevent
movement of the enemy along the river. This mission was acm mplisted with
A Company of the 10th Tank Battalion.

On 21 September the L7th Argored Infantry Battalion was ordered back
into Germany-—dismounted--to reinforce CCB. The evening of 2l September,
Colonel Anderson was given orders to cover the withdrawal of CCB from

Germany.

CCB withdrew the night of 21-22 September and CCR took over the defense
of the western side of the OUR RIVER employing the lst and 2nd Battalions of
the 112th Infantry and the Li7th Armored Infantry Battalion and the 10th Tank
Battalion, both married. Some air was available on 22 September. It was
used on bombing-strafing missions on enemy persomnel and vehicles between
WALIENDORF and BIESDORF.

On the 23rd of September no great amount of activity on our side,
and no enemy activity was noted. He placed artillery fire on all observable
activity on our side of the river. Visibility in general was very poor, On
2l; September the same situation prevailed. On 25 S-ptember CCB relieved CCR
of its mission and CCR moved to a rest area at DIEKIRCH, LUXENB URB. Extensive
rest, relazation, and maintenance was the activity for the remainder of the
month of September.

For the Commanding Officer:

R. M. WALLACE )
Maj., Inf.,
m‘o. .
l} Inclosures: :

operations Maps and Overlays

8-2 Journal ,

SS-_-ﬁ Journal and supplement

Journal
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; T REPORT AFTER ACTION AGAINST THE ENEMY

. ‘ OCTOBER 1 - OCTOBER 31 L.
DATE: 11 Dec Lk }  COMBAT COMMAID "R,

On the 1st of Qctober 194, GCR was in DIEKIRCH, DUCHY of
LUXEMBOURG, undergoing a period of rehabilitation following the caunpaign
into gemmany from WALIENDORF. Troops at that time consisted oi‘,‘the following:

Hq Det CCR, 5th Armd Div

Commanding Officer, Colonel Glen H. Anderson, 08632
Executive Officer, Major Rufus M. '§ ce, 0362293
S-2, Captain Richard F. Wilking, OL16201

S-3, Major Gregg L. McKees 023

S-4, Captain John D. Webber Jr., 0101195L

S-3 Air, Lt Col Allen, William H., 0223875

Camn O, 2d Lt Rupert B. Park » 01843947

Surgeon, Major Raymord T. McFarlin, 0317687

47th Armd Inf Bn (married .
Commanding Officer, Lt Col. Howard E. Boyer, 0218680
Hq & Hq Co/L7

géc?’g%?& B Co/10

) .
Commanding Officer, It Col wm A. Hamburg, 0292156

& Ha Co/10
0
i P
Sv Co/10
- D/10

C Co/22d Armd Engr Bn
Commanding Offiecer, Captain Charles Perlman , 01101162

CCR Trains : ' .
Commanding Officer, Captain Fred Hopper, 01010215

¢/15 Med Bn
Det c%;g ord Mt Bn. .
On 3 October 19l GOR was moved to the vicinity of MODRRSGIELD (911997)

BELGIUM. The command closed in the new srea at 0315404 October 19LL.

The 95th Armd FA Bn was placed in direct support of CCR for this ‘Wove.
95 marched with CCR to the same general area,

. The CO OCR was notdfied on 5 October 19l that 's probable missioen
would be to suppert or work in conjunction with the Lth Infantry Division.

piy va¥ 2615304 October 19Uk, D Go, 10th T fn was attached to the Lth Int
\ 2 ; N : ‘
‘mésmcmxou CHANGLD TO:

lay Y OF THE ADJUTANT
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During the period 6 to 11 October no comtact with the eremy was made
by Combat Camand ®Rw. ' :

At 1230A on 11 October 19LLi, Colonel Andersan returned to the CP from
the 5th Armored Division Headquarters with instructions to move his o mmand

at once to KALTERHFRBERG, GERMANY; to occupy concealed positions and to be
prepared to repel any counterattack on KALTERHERBERG from the northeast, east
or southeast. C Troop/85th Cav Ren Sqdn and A Co 628 TD Bn were attached to

CCR at once.

CCR moved at 1500 (less its trains) and closed in assembly areas south
of KALTERHERBERG at 061800A. :

Iialson was established at once with the 102d Cav Gp who were in occupation
of the KALTERHERBERG area. KALTERHERBERG Wwas the north flank of the ¥ Corps
and concern for flank protection was the cause for CCR being moved into this
area. _

The following morning (12 Octoberj CCR headquarters moved into the town
of KALTERHERBERG. Contact was establsihed with the 1st Bn, 110 Inf who were
in HOFEN. Plans were made to support them in the event of attack. These
plans were 4 in number.

Plan A was in the event the enemy attacked with armor and or infantry
to seize the KALTERHERBERG platean.

Flan B was in the event CCR was cilled on to support the lst Bn, 110
Inf (HOFRI) by fire.

Plan G was in the event CCR was required to occupy the HOFNEN-ALZEN
plateau in conjunction with the 1/110 Infantry, either before, during, or

after a German attack on this position.
~ Plan D was in the event BOR was to counter-attack HOFEN-ALZEN to retake
it after a successful counter-attack by the Germans against the 1lst Bn 110 Inf,

A1l camanders, domn %0 axd incl platoon leaders were semt omto the
ground to study the terrain in anticipation of being called upon to exscute
any of the plans.

Engineer reconnaissance on the roads leading from KALTERHERBERG to HOFEN is»
indicated considerable difficulty for an armored move sou C.22 engaged in work
to continuously ove access and possible supply routes. ‘Yiaison was
established with the 2ith Cav Ren Sqdn located on the north of the ¥ Gorpe
sector. The 2ith had headquarters in MONSCHAU. _

on 13 October D310 was released to COR fram Lith Division and was
to the vicinity of x&gm. 0/85 was detached and returned to
Armored Division control. '

Fram 13 October to 21 October, CCR ® ntimed to mk's recomnaissance of
the HOFEN position, improve roads, mad to develop plans. Gonsiderable
training was conducted in tank indirect fire and in infantry defensive positiens.
Same enemy artilk ry fire fell into KALTERHEREERG, so CCR GP moved to KUCHRISCREID
BELGIUM LOOO yards away. .- |
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On 21 October 194k, %ie Commanding O'ficer o CCR received instrucv.ors
that CCR (L7th Armd Inf "n) would relicve 1st 3n/110 inf in ".(7°X on Division
order on -3 October. The 85th Cav Ren Sqdn to "Cume under coxtrol® o 5C.
at the same time."

on 22 October, the Commanding Officer of CCR Was irstructed to coumence
relief at once so as to have it com leted rrior to 2306004 Cctober 104,

The 95th Armd FA Bn reverted to ccntrol of Sth Armd Div Arty. A/028 D
Bn reverted to 5th Armd Div Arty comtrol to reintorce fires of the ¢tth, 05
Cav Ren Sqdn attached to CCR effective 230600, 737 222235A (ctover L~ [Tth
Armd Inf Bn recorted closed in new cositions at II(FEIl. Ko serious ¢ “tact
with the enemy was experienced that night. Eoderate artillery fire 211 ab
HOFZ , ‘ut cround cition vrs T o2ite’ to patreliling.

The L7th contimued to occujy HOFEN - ALZZN ror bhe rera’nder oi Octooers.
The defense was characterized by the defensive artiilery fires. @Hve. persivle
avenue of approach was covered by a prepared concentrations Squad leaders n d
knowledge of which mmbered concentration to call for in event of attacke The
defensive position was extremely large for one battalion=—-4800 yards freny~;ee
Puring this period nights were extremely dark, but contact was mairtained by
telephone. There were in excess of 70 phones on the nposition,.

Extensive anti-tank and anti-personnel mines were -ut oute. laintenance
was difficult.  The Germans each night drove catbile t rough the fields to
detonate the mines.

All avail ble automatic weapons were emplaced and readied for supnoring
fires. Fire from these weapons was rare, however, due to our desire tc avoid
disclosing the machine cun positionse.

An extensive counter-batbery OP system was set up. A1l pun flashes, scurds
and flare activity was reported by azimuth on coordinnted time throuch a
special FA Bn, Lorward switchboard in IOFLN. The OR's were 27 in number
with the result that night direct fire by the enemy em:loying SP guns and other
weapons was costly to ndm. .

The 95th Armd FA Bn was reinforced during this operation by ©ie LoCth
Armd FA Bn, A Co 628 TD Bn and always by one or another of the medium tank
companies of the 10th T 3n in rototlon. Tre 10th T: Bn sssault guns veve
also employeds

During the time CCR defended [OFFNAAZXEN elements of the 115 AL o0
ffred at ground targets ahead of our positions,. LOmm Bofors ond 1-18
mltiple mount 50 cal machine guns were erloyed irith nosivive effective
results. Iarge fires were start-d in ROHREN nad INGEIERCICH daily by these
weapons. These AA Eims were cammanded uy Captain Crndorif, 115 AL G

ENEMY ACTIVITY

During the entire period "Buzz" bomb activity was crneiderasle., As greatb
a number as 30 passed over Elms of the Command dvring a & nole dgy.  Ioone landed
close enoush to cause any casualbies “natsoever.

CCR was in conbtact with the enemy from 22 Gebober to 1 Noverer 194l
During this time, the L7th Armd I.L Bn, dismounted, supported ;- Division
Artillery, occupied a defensive sector on the high ground =t TGFI, Ti. ATY.

The German forces opposing the Hfth consisted of the k1 Jattaljon Sfaan
Regiment, 89th Infantry B’:D.visl,lj?%n, sugr)orbed by a number oI :Lmlvi)cc_{uzlxi af*me

pieces, and possibly one battery of 150mm howitzers o : uns.  10©
Germans l ;n—— Wit !7
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Germans vere not 2. all apgressive and vere content to dig in and improve their
positions. Theyr did on occasion send out sinll patrols, but tlese were quickly
chased back into tiweir owm lines of annihilated U;- our artillery fire.

german mortar Jire was active, as was lostile artillery, intermittently
throushisut the 1C dnps that the L7th occu izd the hosition. | Tarouwgh ouservation
fram 25 and :ore o.servations pocts md studious -lobting of flash readings
CC: in conjuncti:n with Divicion Artillery was able to locate s veral German
csun Hositions, amd Division Artillery fired counter-battery on these targeus.

The terrain occupied by our infantry was a long narrow ridge ‘extending
from MFUISCUAU to ALZWN. The villajes of HOFY and ALZEX bother were situated
on the topo;ra-hical crest of this ridge and our positions vere on the eastern
and scutheactern edges of the villages. Pram our positions on this ridge we
nad excellemt ouservation toward TUGENBROICII, EICITRSC IID, ROHREMN, and fim.oiy
w..¢ 20 ground southeast of ALZ M.

A\

Conversely tie Germans from their observation posts at each of these

places had excel:.»nt obscrvation of us and our movementse

-0

During the same period a large postion of the Headquarters and Headquarters
Company 3d Arrmored Group was integrated writh Headquarters CCR to form a provisiadial
teadquarters and Headquarters Comparny, CCR. Staff officers after the ~rrival of
3d Armored Groups officers were as follows:

camanding Officer
xecutive officer
5=2
S-3
AB85—~5=3
S-3 Air
Asst S-3 Air & 35-3
Asst S=3
Comn. Offic-rs:
Tire:
Radio:
Iiaison Section:

S-il

Surceon

I.'o'bor

Hg Co Cormander

Maint (CI{icer

Colonel Glen H. Anderson 08632
¥ajor Rfus . Jallace 0362293
Captain Richard ¥. 7Jilkins 0416201
Major gre;g L. McKee 023811

Sapbain-

It Col wWilliam H. Allen 0223875
Captain Robert =. Williams 0411189
Major Rav S. Treadwell 038976k

2d Lt Rupert Z. Park 01643947

1t Lt george G. Phillips 01015357

Captain Joseph (. Fowler O 9

1st Lt Leon C. Edenburn 01010878

2d It Raymond Il. Godsey 01297024
Captain Joim D. ‘yebber Jr., 0101195L
lajor Raymond T. licFarlin 0317687 M.C.
‘f+0. Claton G. Repzer 12120308
Caeptain Francis B. Freeman 01011683
1st Lt Allen R. liye 0466023
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.Submitted herewith is Report After Action Against Enemy for CCR
~ for the month of November, 19Ll. '

ANDERSON
0010 3] Irlf. b
Commanding

N
Q
N
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#1 Report A.fter Action Aga.lnst The Enemy(5 copies).
BEncl ﬁ 8-2, S-3 Air 3 & 8-l Journals.

£

#6

Bnel #3 S-2 Journal Supplement
. Enel S-3 Journal
Bncly S-3 Journal Supplement, 1-7 November

S-3 Journal Supplement, 8-l November

Encl #7 S-3 Journal Supplement, 15-18 November

Encl #8 S-3 Journal Supplement, 19-~20 November

Encl #9 S-3 Journal Supplement, 21-26 November

Encl #0 S-3 Journal Supplement, 27-30 November

Bncl #11 S-3 Journal Supplement, Lth Inf Div.

Encl #12 S-3 Journal Supplement, VII Corps

Encl #13 S-3 Journal Supplement, VII Corps Periodic Reports & Sit Reps.




the 1st of November, CCR was engaged
the m¥EN - ALZEN avea to CCB, 5th Armored Division.

in turning over the defense of

TRUUES

Asst S-3 & S-3 Air
S-i

Suggetn

Cammunications Offiecers:
Radie
wWire

1iaison Section

H#4q Co Commander
Maintenance (fficer
Motor Tramsport

C.Co/22 Armd sngr mn
Company Commander

luth Tank Bn. Married formation,
Commanding ufficer
Hq Co Av
A Co/lu &« A Co/uT
C Co/lu & C Co/N7
D Co/1u (less one platoon;

y7th Armd .nf Bn (Married formation,
Commanding Officer
Hq Co/L7
B/Coli! « B Co/10
1 rlatoon D Co/lv

88th Cav Ren Sqdn

' Hq &« Hg & Sv Troop
4,B,C,D,& E Troops
F Co

CCR Trains
Cammanding Officer

Colonel GLEN n ANDERSUN, 08632
Major RUFUS M wALLACK, 0362293
Captain R.CnARD R ol16201
Major GRKGG L McKEE, 023

. Major RAY S. TREADWKLL, 0389764

Lt Col wILLIAM n ALLRN, 0223875
Captain RUSERY B WilLIAMS, 0411189
Captikin JunN D WEHBER Jr., 01011954
Major RAYMUND T. MC PARLIN.

1st Lt GEURGE B. . ¢S, 01015357
2d Lt RUFERT K. FARK, 012139&7

Captain Joseph G. FUSLER, ollhlh9

1st Lt LBUN C. KDENBURN, 01010878

¢d Lt RAYMUND N GUDSEY, ul29702}
Captain FPRANC1S B. FREXMAN, (1011883
1st Lt ALLEN R NiB, uh66023 :
n.20s JG. CLAYTUN G. RETZER, w2120308

Captain FERLMAN

Lt Col wiLLiAM A HAMBURG

Lt Col nowardq B BOYER.

Cautgin FRED C. HOrrER




Because of activity caused by the turnover, an increase in the amount
of enemy artillery was noted. +the turnover, however, was completed by 17uuvA.
The 85th Cavalry Rcn Sqdn was at this time released from attachment to uuR
and attached to CCB.

~ Afterxr be relieved, CCR moved to an area in the vicinity of
FAYMONVLILIE (K86ul;, BELGLUM. Troops remained the same with the exception
of the 85th detached. Having settled in bivouac, the units began training

programs,

- November 2nd information was received that the 28th .nf Div was to
make an attack the next day on the north flank of the V Corps sector.. This
{ation was of interest to CCR as OCA was standing by for possible commiti-
n that area. '

November 3rd General Oliver, Commanding .General of the 5th Armored
Division visited the Cr to discuss possible future operations in conjunction
‘with activities to the north. The general also notified this head .uarters
that CCR was in ARMy reserve.

The Lth and 5th of November, CCR continued training. Ilq and Hq Company
CCR, taking advantace of the rest period, devoted some time each day aqu-inting
the new members of CCR :q and Hq Co with the organization and operation o the
Sth Armored Division and CCR.

: November 6th at 1150A Colonel Anderson was requested by the C/S, 5th
Armored Division to report to Division Cr to make a route reconnaissance
‘&nd a recomaissance for possible enployment in the WOSSENACK area. CCR

staff was alerted and commanding officers of the luth and L7th were called

to the Cp to participate in the reconnaissance. At 2ul5 that evening,. the
cammand was ,ut on a four hour alert. ZLater, Colonel Anderson and reconnaissance
party returned with information that CCR might be employed in the VUSSENACK

area in the event the 28th Division ran into trouble. This particular situation,
however, did not develop.

7 and 8 November, CCR remained in bivouasc in the vicinity of FAYMUNV.LIK.
interest was maintained in the developments to the north.

: U91715 November, CCR was attached to VII Corps for possible later employment
with the Lth Infantry Division. Liaison was established with Corps and Division
en the luth of N and the command was alerted to move to a vicinity
southwest of AACHEN, movement to take place on the morning of the 1lth.

, OCR Op closed st FAYMUNVILIE 11u9VUA November and opened at WAL:HURN (8132,

9 .




95th Armd FA En , CCR Traine
Hq & Hq Btry Sv Co/lv
4,B,C,& Sv Btrys sv Co/u7
Medical detachment . C C¢6/75th Armd Med Bn
C/387 AA An BN S: attched. Det C Co/127th urd Mt Bn.

C" Troop, 85th Cavalry Ren Sqdn was attached to CCR, 12th November.

During the period 31 November to 2l November, the command remained in
the vicinity of WALHURN preparing for coming operations. Liaison was main-
tained with VII Corps and the 4th Infantry Division.

un the 19th of Nowvmeber, CCR reverted to V Corps control and was attached
to the 8th infantry Division. The 8th had recently relieved the 28th infantry
Division in the HURIGEN - VGSKNACK area. _

The next day the y5th Armored Field Artillery Battalion with C/387 AA AW
Bn Si attached moved to the vicinity o k9934 to reinforce the fire of the
56th Field Artill ry Battalion. The 95th would revert to direct suppart of
CR upon camnittment of CCR. .

THE ATYACK ON nURTGEN AND KLEINHAU

The enemy and the terrain in the HURTGEN - KLEINAAU - BRANDENSERG -
BERGSTmuN Areas ; :

Elements of the 275th s d 89th German infantry Divisions were holding the
1ine. They were suppea ted by the 116th panzer Division as a movile reserve,
but this division was being withdrawn when UCR began its operations. Specl
the following battalions and regiments were in the Qerman seotor: the 2534
Engr Bn; the 6uuth Bngr Bn; the 275th Fusilier Bn; the 2d Bn of the 1055th
Regt; amd the 1st amd 2nd Bns 6uth ranzer Grenadier Regt. :

Normally, this im.osing array of order of battle would have cated
that at least eleven battalions, with more than adequate suppart the
diyisional artillery, 275th and 89th Divisions, were défending the sestor
where CCR was to make its attack.' Actipally, however, the listing of the
German order of battle is a listing of nominal units. informatiom from prisomers
indicated that all battalions were less than a third of strength. It Was estimated
that approximately a regiment in strength opposed CCR in the German limes.
Mortar and artillery support, however, was effective, adequate and damaging
%0 us. At least three battalions, two light and one mediwm were support.
the German infantry in our sone of advance. it is difficult to estimate
mmber of mortar batteries—-51 and 12v mm that were in the German sector, but
t®elve would be a conservative estimate.

Heavy mortar’and arsillery fire was not anymore of an cbstaclé than
the innumerable anti-tank mines, and antispersonnel mines and the terrain.
First, the mines: the two German enginser battﬂiem to a relatiwely
stable situation over a period of weeks had had -an ty %o lay )
munbers of SBHU minse in the HURTGEM fores$ amd ULTZ mines aleng the r .
and in the fields, In many cases, the fields were ndt defended by fire,
the mmber of mines in itself beimg a major Y '

:




; ' The terrain in the nURIGEN - KLE.NHAU - BRAYDENHERG - BERGSTH.K area
L was emphatically not suited for tank action. .Upen terrain was limited in
the area and surrounded entirely by woods and wooded draws which permitted
German infantry and snipers to stalk our tanks during darkmess and afforded
concealed positions for amti-tank weapons during daylight.

- The ground had been cultivated within the previous growing season and
owring to comtimual and heavy rainfall was too soft to insure good support for

§ the main GERMETER ~ HURFGN - KLE.N..AU highway, and once they had been sub-
Jected to the stresses of the battle field, proved difficult and awikward
routes over which to move armored vehicles. .

; The key terrain features of the area~ were, first nill hul, northeast
] $ HURTGEN: secondly, :1ill 4Ol northeast’ of KLE.NnAU; thirdly, the hill im-
; mdiately east of BERGSTELN; fourthly, the wooded valley between VUSSKNACK o
: ) HURPGEN and the wooded area east of KLE.NHAU and north of BRANDENBERG, - The
' observation availaile to the Germans from the first three terrain features
1 and the ease of defending the last two with a minimum of troops nade more
! difficult the takk of seizing and occupying the towns; which consistent}y
bad weather, sodden ground, and countless mines had already made difficult.

YROCES
& Hq Co, CCR , ' L7th Armd .nf rn (Married)
Bn (Less Armd Flat, Hq & tHq Co/Lt
¢/85 Cav Ren Sqdn - B/uT & 5/1u
Armd Flat, C/22
10th Tk Bn (Married) C/628 TD Bn SF (less 1 .lat)
Hq &« #q Co/lu Flail Pank
O & A/UT One M-16 multiyle Mt AA,
g//%g & C/ut C/387 AA AW Bn S¢.
1 Platoon, C/628 TD Bn SP CCR Tra.7xlas
Sv/lu
9Sth Armd FA Bn Sv /47
) Hq & HQ Btry Sv/95
sB,0,& Sv Btrys C/7> Armd Med Bn
ledical detachment Det C/127 urd Maint sn
C /387 AA AW Bn SF (-)
' THE FLAN

The 1218t +nfantry was to clear the woods southwest of HURVGEN to the
ID designated as the edge of woods at F0335. The Lth infantry Division on
the left was to mop up the woods northeast of HURIGEN and conmtinue the atvack
on GRUSSHAU FU538. wn our right the 28th infantry and the 13th tnfantry were
1o hold defensive positions in the VUSSENACK area and in the woods between
that tom and HURrGEN. Alr support would be available s Weather permitting.

. CCR attached to the “th .nnfantry Divigion . was to Attack, Seize and hold
HURT@EN and KLEiNnAU until relieved by elememts of the 8th Division.

The command, less trains, planned to move to assembly Area in RUTGEN
K9228 on the 23rd of November and attack the folloving morning at O73uA.

The 47th Armored infantry Battalion, married, pius att.ichments, was to

 WAECHOPD AFI8T) AFOBnSPATRET$508 1pyBUTGEN te an attack position west of
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tank maneuver. The roads were originally narrow and third rate, with the exception
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the ID. Crossing the ID at OT73ud, 47 was to attack, seise and hold HURLGEN
until relieved by the 13th infantry. The armored piatoon of G/22, 6/628 TD

Bn less two platoons, and the flail tank were to be released to the luth Tk
Ba upon caupletiog of the attack. : -

luth Tk Bn, married, plus attachments, was to march, following the
L7th, fram assembly area in ROTGEN to the attack position and attack on order
to seige and hold high ground \UbJ No 1) to protect right flank of CCR and .
seize and hold KLEiNHAU (Obj No 2). 1uth would turn over objectives to the
121st Infantry upon its arrival and would withdraw on order after being relieved.

C/<¢ Armored Bngineer Battalion would move to assembly area, mark route
é march fram RUTGKN forward to facilitate night movement and would be prepared
to suppart attacks of the 47th and luth by mine location and removal.

C/85 Cav Ren Sqdn was to move to assembly area in ROTGEN and provide
road guides from RUTGEN forward. ' '

95th Armd FA Bn plus attachments was to provide direct support to CCR.

Tni ATTACK ~ HURIGIN

Due to dense mine fields and heavy artillery and mortar fire s the woods
to the northwest and southwest of HURTGEN were not mopped up by the lth and
8th Divisions as was ordered. Consequently, CCR's attack was postponed.

‘At 123uA, 2l November, the Commanding General of the 8th infantry Div-
ision called by telephone informing Colonel ANDERSUN that the show looked ready.
Immediately plans were put imto effect and the Command (less trains) moved to
the assembly area in BOTGEN. Movement was completed before dark, November.

Slight change in plans was initita;ted in attachment of C/22 Armd Engr Bn.
The Armd rlat was detached from the Lrth and attached to the luth. One platoon
\unarmored) was then attached to the L7th to work dismounted.

: During the night and morning, 24 and 25 November, the li/th moved from the
assembly area to the attack _osition, B/liv dismounting from half tracks at 2Liu.
The luth followed the lyrth, leaving at u$uud.

At U315A S-3, 121st Infantry informed this headquarters that there was a
knocked out tank on the route of approach just short of the ID but that it was
being removed. 1t will be found ater that this one item was the cause of much
confusion and delay in the operation. .

The 47th Armd Inf Bn, married formation, attacked north thr:ough fbhe 121st !
Inf at UT2.A, 25 November (Ubj HURTGEN). B/L7 which had advanced to the ID,
mraited the arrival of the tanks, B/1®. i

The Company Commander B/10 reported his tmk o lumn had been held up by a
large crater in the road just shart of the ID. C.U., CCR was gvare of the crater
at the time, bub had received a report from the 8th Inf Div that a treadway bridge
had beer constructed spamming the breach. : T

rlatoon leacer, 2nd platoon, B/10, leading the tank column and knowing' noth-
ing of the crater had come upon it unexpectediy. Directing his tank to the side

of the road, he had attempted a crossing, but his tank had ed halting the :
entire tank’column. 6 7
)
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The Company Commander, B/1u immediately summed up the situation und besan*
operations to bridge the span as there was no other wey of” getting the tanic
through. Bridge, trucks were brougnt uy and the bridge was constructed. The

operation was very difficult however as i: Was accomplished under heavy mortar s
artillery and small arms fire.

At approximately 100UA, the tarks were able to cross the bridge, but rere
unable to break out of the W ods, because of dense AT mine fields.

CCR was at once regrouped giving the L7th its om A, 3, and C Comp.anies
and B/1u.

Another attack was made at 163uA employing principally infantry. This at-
tack made little headway, because of nuncrous eneny mines, booby traps amd mortar
and artillery fire. The element of surprise had becn lost.

: During both attacks the 95th Armd FA n furnisied direct support to 0-R.
C/22 Armd Engr Bn less attachments to batbtalions assicted C/85 Cav Ren Sqdn in

the route to the attack position. The Engineer ,latoon with the L7th
attacked with the 47th. Engineer sasualties were high.

Before daylight, 26 November, the li(th was withdrawn from the attac!- vosition,
ad reassembled in RUFGEN. B/1u and elements of C/620 TD Bn S, attached to L7 re-
verted to the luth Tk Bn,

The luth was not committed during the attack, but having followed the l7th
Iiong the route of attack had to move off the roads to vositions in the woods.
This was done the morning of the 26th.

vur losses during the attack were high, casualties amcunting to auproximately
150 of which many were squad and platoon P aders and tanic commanders. Threc of
our tarks were disabled, two by mines and one stuck in a crater.

The reason for the fdllure to take HURTQEN was the premature employment of
CGR. A L of D had not been secured at the North edge of the woods. The single
-road available as an extit had not been cleared of mines, aml the large crater which
e the road had not been bridged as was reported. The infantry of the &th
W&sion was not up to the road bend at the edge of the woods as reported. As g
Zesult CCR was caught on a cratered minsd road along which the sosche snipers
w tank commanders, with no other route of egress available. This necessitated
dging operations in plain view of HURI'GEN and under intensive artille ry and
mortar fire. Smoke was used contimially to cenceal this bridging operation but
over two hours elapgped before the Jirst tank could pass over the treadway. 411 .
element of surprise was lost. The first tank over the treadway hit a mine in the
read and further blocked the road, An AT gun was zeroed on the single road and
farther blocked egress. Had.the crater been bridged at the time it vas reported
bridged or had the road been swept of mines asit was reparted, there was- still
promant the element of success., Further operation was by infantry trying to get
through schu mine fields and booby trapped woods to get an exit from the woods.,
Rfforts were not successful on this day. .

26, 27 and 28 November CCR was engaged in regrouying and plmning operations
+ During this period CCR worked in conjunction with 8th Div Engrs
! roads sad mine fislds ani £i1ling oraters 27 November L47th Armd Inf mn
' Iried) moved from ROTGEN to vicinity x983309 J.nd remarried witQ the luth Tk
. The 10sh \sarried) then moved to the attack position and remained on adert
Wabus prepared to attack through HURTGEN to seize KLEINHAU. - g
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HQ « nq Co, GCR ) 95th Armd FA Bn
C;BS éav Ren Sqdn Hq & Hq Btry

1 rlatoon C/22 Armd Engr sn A,B,C,& Sv Btry's
1 _latoon /628 TD Bn Si Medical detachment B
, ~ C/387 AA AY Bn SP (Attached,
10th Tk Bn \married;

Hq o HQ Co/10 ’ CCR Trains

A?lu &« A/l 5v/10

C/1v « C/LT sv/L7

D/1u ' Sv A5

Armd ,lat ¢/22 C/15 Armd Med Bn

2 ,latoons /620 - Det G/12( urd lMaint Bn

Flzil Tank

Arnd 1nf Bn (maried;
Hq « 11q Co/LT
B/ &« B/1U
1 rlat G/22
THE PLAN

un the 28th of November enemy in KLELNHAU were reported as 3 campanies of
infantry, (U men each and 3 Si guns.

The 121st infantry holding HURTGEN was to clear the road through HURTGEN
as far north as RJ u52368. Friendly troops, 3rd Bn, 22nd Inf ard Go C/709th
Tk Bn in the woods west of KLELNHAU, were instructed not to fire into KIEiLNuAU
except on call. ‘he luth would be able to call them directly by radio.

The Lth Inf Div was to attack GROSSHAU at the same time as our atbtack. Une
gess fired on by high velocity weapons from the direction, the luth was not to
fire on GROSSHAU. )

The luth Tk Bn was to k ave the attack position and move through HURIGEN
tith the head of the colunn near the draw (Fuby36h) at first light, not later
than u73ua, 29 November. 1lu was to attack KLEINHAU, clear it eet and take hill
Lol (FU57376).

1st pn, 13th inf would follow under 8th Div eombrol and quuckly take over
the defense of KLEINHAU and hill L4Gl. N o

95th Armored FA Bn would be in direct support of CCR, L7th Amnd inf Bn to
stand by in reserve. '

THE ATTACK — KLEINHAU

During the morning 2y November, the luth Tk Bn had trouble getting the .
road cleared through HURTGEN. The road was finally repaxrted clear amd the luth
moved out at U638A. Upon going through HURTGEN at u715A the head of the column
was stopped by a crater with a tank parie d beside it. The tank was removed and
the column moved out, the head reaching the northeast edge of HURTGEN at U756A.
1t was Just getting light enough for the tanks to fire effectively. - ‘

At UBU6A the attack began to move, forward elements taking up firing pos-
itions just short of the cross roads southwest of KLEINHAU. Heavy artilkery and
mortar fire was pinning the doughs so they were having trouble staying with the
tanks.

moved into

At U858A our artillsry was lifted fram KLEINHAU the 2nd pla 3/10
Yo town ! toﬁmgmtﬁnggﬁ’t%l_

owmn. The lst platoon, C/lu was re
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west, pub was having difficulty keoping its <dowhs with the ttke.  The Sr.
platoon, ¢/lv was forming a base of fire fro a position near the croc-ron ©
outhwest of KLiiluU. At v9uBA, 2nd ~latoon, C/lu re crted being cn LiS
jective. Information was received ghat the hth inf Div wras not asiacing
HAU until 1luvA. As our ta ks were receiving nevy direct fire frou Lhat
ection, a clearance oS obtained and an arti ery concersration was [uL 0
tovm. Some of the enemy fire ceased. °

STR!CTE!I

N
DRV 4

Sy e

! S r-
e

.
W
.
¢
3
3

o]

‘ At 1,01A two platoons of tanks, C/lu were in Y1oLlL AU, sut no Tkien 1y

Q This was bad as there were many enem” Zouchs in town and s aerefore much
danger from bazookas. About ten minutes later, nhowever, our Jeughs reached the
south edge of tovn and began clearing out the ~ulldings. A7y wras 200 soving
up and at 1uS58A had one platoon of infatry in vom.

" A repart received at 11u0 indicated thab the 3rd and 9th anger Regos Were
moving south boward GRUSSHAU. AT rines anl TD's werc brouxt Ud. As 1110A the
company cornander of C/lu reported hearin: enery btarlss oving into tovmn. TwWO

40

platoons of TD's were well forward to talie core of the cituotion.

By 12L5A, A/lu was on the north edge of term and ¢/1u was woriing throurh
the town from the south tovard the north, ctill havin: Y oounle woriing the doughs

3

as enemy artille ry was neavy.

At 1327A the weather cleared and friendly aircraft were overnead. The nere
presence of the plares caused a noticeable (ecrcase in enerny crbillery, enatling
our doughs to proceed more effectively with house to huse operavions.

The remainder of the afterncon and evering 1y lovemver were soent in moning
upe white phosphorous and fragmentation grenades wers used to fTush: the Gerians
from cellkrs.

At 173UA, A/1u \married; was in the north edge of Lown and south to abouy
Fu5237u. C/1u (married, was in position fron, thod aedint south to Shn scuthern
edge of tom. 2 platoons of TD's wers= in Lown, bhe ovhier vaclt in rescrve. The
10th was ready to be rclke ved by the 13th Inlantry. The 13th was sicr in caring
up, but the relief was successfully conplated during darkness ¢Yy=3u lovember,
except that the 13th sent no troops to occppy our road block positions near [1ill
LUl located at PO5L5377v and at FUST53T6u.

The question of a rallying position had been decided earlier in the day.
It was the plan of the C. 0. of CCR to rally in the woods toward RUTGE .
This plan was refused by the GG V Corps and the luth was forced to rally
just west of KLEINHAU where it sat in an open field most of the 3uth under
intense concentrations of enemy artillgry and mortar fire. In the aft-rnoon
of the 3utih of November, CCR, now in the woods just west of KL®illnAU, paorganized
and resup.lied the luti. On toe 3uth of llovember the Germans brougixt up eignt
SF guns which fired on our troops from the edge. of the woods just east ‘of
GRUSSHAU. The 95th Arrored FA Bn immediately laid dom a concentration on
the enery guns, and knocked out a probavle three and put the others to £1i .
Ar was requested in order to get the guns while on the run, but woc refused
by the 8th inf Div as the enemy was in the Lth Division sector.

During the atback it was found that the attitude of tne Cermaon defense
was d@xceedingly stubborn, but it vas not aggressive. The eneryy was reluchart
to relinquish an, = 7L 2 7. L T2 a4 thab during the injtial
phame of CCR's att~ck no indications of a withdrawal woere szen and a cartured
£i#1d order of the 31st lachine Gun Battalion for the deforse of TLMAT-AU grve
as the mission "To hold KIZ.inAU at all costs.® unce he had bsen forced to
gurrender ground, however, ne did not counterattack in order %o r~hake it,
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mobile counter-attacking instrument.

During CCR's operations in the HURTGEN - KLEINnAU area, then, the
epitome of the German's defense was stubborn refusal to give groupd in
terrain which he was able to hold over an extended period with a limited mmber
of troops owing, first, to his clever use of obstacles and secondly, to

.very heavy artillery and mortar support. : '

Bnemy prisoners captured during the KLEINHAU attack were 1 offioer
and 54 enlisted men. }

'CCR lost approximately 6u men, one tank destroyer gun, 13 half-tracks,
mowt of which were recovered, and 8 tanks, two by AT guns and 6 by mines.

The next operation planned for CCR was to seize and hold HRANDENBERG
on order of the Cammanding Gemeral of the 8th infantry Division.
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REPORT AFTER ACTION FOR CCLBAT CCMMAXD ®pn
" STH ARMORED DIVISION

DECEXBER 19LL
- TRCOPS
Hq & Hq Co, CCR

C. O. COLONEL GLEN H. A'DISON, 080632
X. O. MAJOR RUFUS M. WALLACE, 3362293
32 MAJOR RICHARD R. JILITIS, ol1201
S-3 MAJCR GREGG L. MC K&, 023811
Asst. 8-3 MAJOR RAY S. TR_.:DI“LL 032976L
s-_-ﬁ, Air CAPTATY ROBERT T, WILITUD, OL111°9

CAPTATI! JOHIi D. TuB IR J., OL01195L

¢/628 T Bn SP

liaison Sections
CAPTAIN JOSEFPH G. FOTLER, ohho
1ST 1LT. LEOYX C. E’D”TBLR 01010€E7¢8
2ND LT. RAYMOYD M. "LEY, 0129702},
Cormmunication Section:

Radio 1ST IT. GEORGE G. PUILLIPS, 01015357
ire 1ST IT. RUPERT E. PARK, 018L30)47
Surgeon MAJOR RATMOND T. UC FARLIY, 0317607

Chaplains: CAPTAIL WILLIAM V. KIAUST.XX ;':R, 01110695
CAPTATY WILLIAM ¥. PORPPRLINC, 05228270

Hq Co C.O. CAPTATN MCL B. FRIAL, 01011?2‘3

laint Officer 1ST IT. ALL® R m 0456023

I"'otor Trans OJG CLAYTC! G. DETZIR 2, W21203C°

C. O. CAPTAIN RORERT C. JOIT3, 01822013
- ¢/85 Cav Ren Sgdn ' "
c. O. 1ST LT. GEORGE 1. DAZJZ, 01012910 >
¢/22 Armd Engr Bn ‘ \
C. O. 1ST LT. TUCMAS G. ARTCID, 01100860 \J
10th Tank Bn (llarried)
C. O IT. COL. JITIIAM A. “AIBURG, 029215¢
& Hq Co/10
A/10 & A/uT7
c/10 2. c/L7
n/10
L47+h Armd Inf Bn (larried)
C. O LT. 2CL. HOJARD E. BCTTR, 0218580
Hq & Ha Co/h7
B/10 & B/L7

horn '
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95t1 Armd PA Bn

C. 0. Lt Col JASS ¥ MC NEIR, 0223703

Hq & Hq Btry ' -
A,B, & C Btries .

Sv 3try”

C/387 AA &Y Bn SP (Attached)

'GOR Trains
C. 0. Captain FRZD HOPPER, 01010215
Sv/10

sv/L7 .
Det G/127 Ord laint Bn (Det Gomdr 1st Lt YILLIAM J MC BRIDE, OL66017)
¢/75th Amd Med Bn (Co G.Oe Captain NOSL F BARTONE, 0356625

On 1 December 194k, CCR was in the midst of the ITURTGEN - KLETIHAU -
BA D TR - BERGSTIIL operation, the command attached to the 8th Infantry
Division, V Corns. 1In the V Corps sector VO3SEIACK éFOHBB), HURTGEN (FOL36)
and KLSIIHAU (F0537) had been taken. SHAU (FOB38) in the VII Corps sector
nad been taken by the Lth Infantry Division. These four towns constituted
approximately the front lines in the immediate sector.

Both the 10th Tank Battalion and the L7th Armered Infantry Battalion
attacimenis(C/22nd Armored Brgineer Battalion, ¢/85 Cavalry Ren Sgdn
and Cf628 TD Bn) had shortly previous to the lst of December been committed
and were at the itime reorganizing and r‘:‘suppiyi , rallying positions located
as Téllows: 10t Tank Bottalion (Uarried less D/10) in the edge of the woods
west of KLETIMAU, approximately FOu38; L7th Armored Infantry Battalion (Marrioc
plus D/10) in the woods between HURTGEN and ROTGEN vicinity K9931. CCR Hq
and Hq Co renained at X9973L5 and the 95th Armored FA Bn viec K995335.

The command remained in these locetions on the 1si of December with the
zecption of D/10 which joined the 10th during the night of the 1lst.
»

THE ATTACK ON Z\IDZNBIRG

TROOFS

HQ & 1Q Co CCR

c/85
¢/22 1less Arad Plat.

10th Tk Bn (uarried)
Hq ¢ 4q Go/1U
A?’ ¢ e A/LT7
¢/10 2. ¢/L7

¢/628 .
Arad Ples G/22

.o
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L7th Armd Inf Bn (Mamried)

Hq & Hq Co/hT7
B/47 & B/10

95th Armd FA Bn
Tq % 0q Stry
A,B," & C Btries
Sv Btry .
C/387 AA A¥ Bn SP attached

CCR Trains

sv/L7 -
Det /127 Ord Haint Bn
¢/75th Armd Med Bn.

> - TIE PLAN

BRAMDENBERG was defended by the folloiing cnemy units:
Elements 1055th ond 1056th Regts, (9%l Div ‘
2nd and 3d Companies, 189th Engr Baitelion( “oti used as infartry)
189th Anti-tank Battalion (Tot2l arament, ten 75 mm anti-tank: uns
towed. @nly one section of two juns wuo cormitted from this
battalion in the defense of BRA DEIBE:G)
Blements of 2nd Gompany, 983d Regt.

These units were éupported by the 189th Arty Regs, the Divisional Artiller; oi
the 89th Division; at least two batteries of 120 mm morbtars and at lsast one
battalion of dual purvose AA and AT guns. '

BRANDEI'BERG and BERGSTEII! were each situated on a narrow ridge running
nortiwest to southeast. The riige, barren on the crost, was covered with
woods along the slopes. On the southwestern slope small creeks ran into the
TIEFEN river which in turn joined the ROER river between BERGSTET and HIDDCRGT .
The creeks on the northeastern slope flow into the REENE river which itself
flowes into the OBERMAUBACH equalizing basin. The daninating terra.a i3, ‘
) first a knob of a hill 410 meters high 600 due east of BERGSTET! »_@d secondarily,
a small hill mass 4OO meters in heighh on the east side of the ROTR and northwest
of NIDEGGEN. The only road along the ridge was a second class, unpaved road
runmning from KLEINHAU through BRANDENBERG to BERGSTETL. .

Elements of the 8th Infantry Division were rerorted as having troops
along the KLEINHAU -~ BRANDENBERG road SE to a point aprroxim tely FO563%8.
The front line at this point ran perpendicularly across the ro:d, 500 vards
KB then straight north. In the other direction the line ran Sy of the road
about 500 yards, then south to the MY end of VOSSENACK. Two corpanirs of the
8th Infantry Division were reported as being in the woods west of BRAIMDEI PG

at 10593la v —
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CCR vas to attacls, crossing the TP F056358 at 07307 2 December, and
tc seize and hold BRADENBERG. The 10th Tarnk Battalion (liarried) plus attachments
was to attuck SE on the main KIRTIUTAU - BRAVDELBERG road crossing the Ip at
0730A. The L7th Awrd Infantry Battalion (liarricd) would be prepared to more
on thirty mimntes! notice from its assembly area by the route through GERMETER
and ITURTGEN to assist the 10th Tank Battalion in the capture of BRAYDEVEERG or
to asccist in tac defense of the tom after its capture. The 95th Armored FA
Bn reinforced by the 56th FA Bn and 1 Bn of 155 1m funs would be in direct
sup ort of CCR on ¢ :11 &y concentration number.

Since neither the NI flank nor the SE flank had been seiged b: the 8th
Iof Div, the 10th Wac instructed to use D/10 as vrotection on the flanks
aftor pasca e of A companies married. Because ol the camplicated maneuver,
treons were Lo be supplied writh last mimnute information as to the exact location
of friendl;” troops. :

THE ATTACK

The 10th Tan* Battalion attached on the morning of th:z 2nd of December.
At O7LOA, the C. 0. of 10th Tark Bn reported that it was still too dark to
sioot. The cormanding officer of CCR instructed him to get his forward elements
ip anl lag belind with otier elements until it was light enough to shoot.

Bnzincers T2 swent the nain road between KLETNHAU and BRAIDEXBERG SE
to grid line 35. The southern route from IIURTGEZN to BRAIDWNBERG had not been
cleared of nines becouse of small arms fire from the woods. Last mimute reports
frar GO Liaiscor (fficer with the 121st Infantry indicated that infantry
clenents vere astride the KLEINIAU - BRAIDEIBERG road at the line of departure.
he attacl did not progress during the rorning. 'k‘he Gernans had the
mdad covered with AT ;uns located in KCI252:SCTEID and BRAYDENEERG and in
other positions whiich ould not Be located, because of excellent camouflage
ciunled with the fact that the enemy wonld fire only when our tanks started
moving. fhen our t-uls attempted to deploy in order to avcid being canaligzed
on the road and thus running into direct AT fire, they encountered dense AT
mine fields extending from F055352 to FO6135)4 on either side of the road to
thewods.  Enemy a tonatic veppons and basookas were located in the draw
Just ST of the road at FO55352. Much small arms and machine gup fire was also
caiing from the edge of the woods eart of the road fram FO66353 and FO66347.

In addition to small arms, tarks and artilk ry, CCR employed close air
support during the orning in an attempt to neutralize enemy AT cuns and
other weapons. The air corps officer attached to CCR directed the planes from
his vosition in the 10th Tk Bn Executive Officerts tank, in which was installed
a VHF radio Zor direct cammnication. Because of poor weather, only two Separate
flishts were a5le to work during the morrd.g the first contactirig the 10th's
ground station at 0835\ and the second st shortly after the first flight
nad depart~d for base. The second flight dep for base at 1020A and shertly
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thereafter the weather closed in, encing air activity for :lo NG
werec up, nhowever, they effectively bombed and str~T~d tar;~%<s in BRI ™. 0
BERGSTEIN and in the surrounding woods, :

By 12L5A the situation had become inactive, nending raorganization or 4,10
and development of a plan to 1ift the minefield already ercountered. 3\720

~which had lost four tanks by m:}.nes and AT guns had turned ovry  -ins o D0

i over eains L0 HIO
and had returned to the ascembly area to reorzarize and rér-ir camunlic icis,
since many radio antennze had been sihot off,

\  On the &fternoon of the 2nd, the camanding officer of CCR decidad,

with the approval of the commanding gener~l of the &th Inf Div, to ..0ld

what had been taken, reinforced with infanmtry, and to clear a rath In the

rine field during the night and resume the attack on BRAI DI ™NRG early the n~3%b
morning. A Co was to form a base of fire from the vicinity of FO6035 ard
C Co was to make the attack into BRAIDEBERG. The cormanding gereral o” .= ¢
Inf Div advised Golonel Anderson that the wooded draw S.7 of the road at 0T34
would be cleared during the afternoon, 2nd Decembcr.

At 02165 December, the commanding general, {th Inf Div ordersd the
commanding officer of CCR to move the married campamy of the L7th Armd Inf
Bn to the crossroads south of GERMETER and west of VCUSEIACK at 1021320 to
be readily available to assist in repelling a counteratt .ck on T(3357TIACIH.

- The L7th moved to GERMETHR during the night.

D/10 held the position across the road at FO58355 during the nisht, while

. 6/22 Armd Engr Bn cleared a path through the mine ficld west of the road. The

enemy was active with small arms and bazooka fire. 250 wooden bLox mines iere
removed by the engineers and several PT7's were taken by the 10th. Fatrols
sent out that night reported many Germens in the surrounding voodse

- At 0800A, 3rd of December, the attack began movinge A sSmoke screen
put out by the Germans slowed down mrogress slightly. At 0912, wowover
the base of fire at FO6035L was in position, our plancs were ' rbing and
s rafing BRANDENBERG, and the married company was ready 4o movs into town,

Just as the air attack stopped the tarks and infantry mcved in. The commanding

officer, 10th Tank Battalion reported #ission accomplished" at 11154.

The 28th Infantry had not as yet taken its objectives so the Sth Division
called on CCR for use of the L,7th to help. The !i7th was attached to the 28th
Infantry at noon on the 3rd.

The 121st Infantry also had not taken its objoctives. D/1C was msed th
assist the 121st in clearing up objective- mp", N7 of BRAIDEITIRG in the
vicinity of FO553L9 which was to the right rear of our troops in BRA'DENBERG.
Objective "AM wos cleared out and D/10 reported 1LO Pi's taken in that area.

At about 1430, the 10th Tank Battalion was attacked‘by cnemy planes,
three of which were shot down, The enemy air attack was not wffective.
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ition of forces of the 10th at 1550 was as follows: S TD's
and 140 infantrymen were in BRANDENBERG; 6 tanks and 80 infantrymen were
in position near RJ 058359 about half way between BRANDENBERT and KLEINHAU
on the main road to defend to the east; D/10 was being used to defend and
grol the MSR between DENBFRG and KLEINHAU; L tanks and 2 TD's were
cked out at RJ 058354 and were to be evacuated during the coming night.

The next morningk Lith December, the L7th attacked under control of the
26th Infantry &n the VOSSENACK area. There were many mines to the front and
it was plahned to use the flail tank to clear a pafth. The £lail tank was
with the 10th at the time, however, and had engine trouble during the night
and was unable to r-ach the L7th's area in time for the attack in the morning.
When it did arrive about noon, the flail was used in clearing the mine field
until it hit a mine and was disabled.

During the day the married ‘company of the L7th cleared out a fire trench
KE of VOSSENACK at FO50335 after which the L7th was relieved from control of

the 2B8th.

The 10th Tank Battalion held its position in BRANDENBERG receiving heavy
artillery fire,

THE ATTACK ON BERGSTEIN : e
Hy & Hg Co CCR

C/22 less Armd Plat
1 Plat ¢/85 :

10th Tk Bn (Married)

Hq & Hq Co/10
0 & a/h7

D/10 '

C/85 less one. Plat . .
C/628 TD less one Plat
Armd Plat, € /22

L7th Argd Inf Bn
Hq ° Hg Co/LT
B/10 & B/LT
1 Plat ¢/628 TD.
95th Armd FA Bn
Hq & Hq Btry

A,B,0,& SV Btries
¢/387"AA AW Bn SP
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CCR Trains | \
Sv/10
sv/L7
Det €/127 Ord Mairt Bn
c/75 Armd Ned Bn
THE PLAX

on the Lth of December, the camandirg officer of OCi was told to vropare

plans to seize BERGSTEIN as soon as possible and after talzing the towm to
defend it against attock from the esst, sovtlh, or west. To do t.:is, Colone™
Anderson maintained that he must hove, 1lst air support, o nd, the L47th
as well as the 10th. The commanding general of tac Gth Infartry Division
informed GColonel Anderson that thenﬁ'?th vould rejoin CGCR and that the atinck

) ~ on BERGSTEIN would be postponed until the flanks were securc, n2anring no
eneny in the south of TURTGEN and friendly forces in occuration of tie
woods just ME of BRAMDENEERG (Objective "B").

 BERGSTEIN was defended by the 2nd Bn, 920th Rect, with a strengbi of
approximately LOO men. It was estimated that the amount of artillry sup-orting
the defense of BERGSTEIN was equal to that suprorting the def~nse of SR DL LG
In addition, the Germans were defending BERGSTZIL with © self-premelled gurs,
the balance of the 1E9th AT Battalion not camnitted at BRA DINTERG, and twro
infantry 75 mm howitzers.

The 10th was to be prepared, after 05S0800A, %o attack on order to s:ize
and hold the north and northeast parts of BIRGSTEIL and also the high ground
-t F008338 just east of the town if the situation vernitteds 10 would orgonize
the defenss of the zone it takes with emphasis being placed on road blochs

" and AT defenses on all roads leading into torm from the rorth and east. D/I0
with /85 less one Platoon would be employed to protsct the re-r, BRAIDEI B G,
_and o keep the MSR (BBROSTEIN - BRANDENETRG road) open. 10 wonld establish
and maimbain contact with the 12lst Infantry on the northeastern flank.

the L7th Ammored Infantry Battallon would be prepzmsd, after 0500004,
& move on ovder from GERMETER to an assembly area Vic FO55362 south of KLEII'HAU.
 ¢h5 L7th would be prepared, after arrivol in the assembly area, to attack on
order on the west &f and following the 10th Tk Bn to seize and hold the south-
‘western and southern parts of town, and to prepare the sector for defence -rith
is being placed on AT defenses on roads leading into the toim from the
south and weste After camittment, the L7th would establish and maintaih
;pontact with the 3rd Bn of the 28th Infanmtry on the west flank.

v’

" 0/22 less the Armored Platoon would remain under direct control of GCR
«..8nd be prepared to assist the advance of 10 and K7 ard assist in preparing
for defsnse through construction of field fortifications, lagying

nine fields and obstacles andjor occupying a defensive sector.

T




The 95t~ Armered Ficld Artillery Battalion would be in direct support of
neR and wold prenare slons for defensive fires for the defense of BRRGST:IIN.

T 3rd 3n, C0th Infantry as to attacl: to the east on division order
tc ~lose the ;2p Hobvoen ite positions, which were at the time along the
edge of Shr wiods betvedn FOT3lL and FO633, and our forces at BERGSTEIN.
T 121ct Infa was to protoct our left flank north of BR-GSTRIN.

> have direct air s:port, +he planes being controlled by the
s ~fficer from 5/10's tank as before.

THE ATTACK

Duc to bad weabtier, the attack was not made during the morning of the
e  The weather began to break aBout noon, however, and our planes were up.
he chtacl: wos scheduled to move out at 1400. .

At U100 the forwvard elements of the 10th proceeded as planned. In
Thte ol ovsicast nnd confusion caused by the 8th Infantry Division plr
5. ort party in trying to divert the planes, air-ground coordination in this
hase was eixcellent. The air corps officer, knowing the location of the troops,
irected the nlanes to tarcets close to the front of the advancing tank-infantry
avis, ctrafing and vabing writh excellent results. Botween flights the P-LTs
ve. re osted to tstick around" even though they had used their bombs, as
v.ds factor lieped considerably in decreasing enemy artillery activity. It
wgs found that the pilots were eager to do this when told what a remarkable
efl~ct it had on the enemy. The planes worked until 1600 in the afternoon, -
bonoing engmy artillery jositions and AT locations when not enzaged in close
sup ort. The air support party, 8th Infantky Division continually interfered
and -t 1550 when our troops were in BERGSTEIN, tried to bomb the town. The
Air Corps olficer wiith the 10th called them off in time, however.

At 1430 elementsof the 10th were moving into BERGSTEIN from the north,
Tae L7th had moved to the assembly area south of KLRIMNHAU at 1400 and was
wow ordered t: proceed to the attack on the southern part of the town. At
X600, C/10 (liarried) was well into the tovm and was mopping up. A/10 (Married)
was coming in very well organized, and the B Companies were moving up. The
south end wos cleaned up at 1720 by the L7th. The reserve platoon, C/85,
was dispritched to the 10th and two platoons C/85 were put out ahead before dark
o5 outposts. The two reserve platoons, C/22 were sent to BRANDENMBERG to take
up defensive positions in the buildings there in case of a counterattack
on that tovm,.

During the day, enemy mortar fire and artill ry were heavy; the 95th's
for.;ard obeserver with WB® companies was killed, the forward observerts )
tok with A Companins was knocled out and the C Companies! forward -observer's
tork wvas digsa led. The latter still had ® mmunication, however, and was
remainin; in position during the night. Realizing the necessity of having
forviard observers out in the morning in case of a counter attack, Colonel
Andersion Lmediately requested replacements from the Cth Infantry Division.
Particular stress was laid on the importance of bbtaining at least one F.O.
tank. The comaanding general of 8th Division assured Colonel Andersom that
one would be supplind before riorning: When the replacement observers arrived,
the; had to use the dis:vled typks for cammnications m:xtil replacement tanks

were brought up two days laters , :
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At 1820 that evening, the comnanding general of the 2ty Infontry Division
jnformed Colonel Anderson thas the infanir;” would not get vp on CCR's nortl
fank that night, but that the ;ap would te cove red oy artilk 17 fire. COne

of the 8th Division, how-ver, wes in BERCSTEIN and was ab b.e dizpesal
of CCR to cover thec south flank, whieh had nct as yob been taken b the JUh Dive
The command .ng ceneral of th- ctn Infantry Divicion also asbached a conrmaly o’
T™ts less one nlatcon to CCR for use in helpin: ~gfend BEROSTTIN. Tnose TD!'s
moved up during She nizht 5-6 December, and wers pubt under diract conbrol of
CCR TD officer, the company camander, C/62C.

Casualties hid been heavy during the da; ~opecilally in infantry persontnl.

. Jehicular losses wers as follows: Hq/10--L asuaunlt suns; A Comranins (Liarrizd)

1 tank and 1 half-track; B companies(uarried)--z tanss and 1 2alftreck; C G anies
(Married)—3 tanks; C/628-- 1 TD. Stwengths of the various alements o LI
cormand were as follows: A/lO--S tanks, 3 officers, 23 mM; A/L7(vehicles
unknovm)3 offigers, 35 EM; B/10-~8 tarks, 3 oificers ard 43 ®; B/MT-—-
(vehicles unknown) 3 officers, 80 m; C/10--C tarks 3 oificers, L2 m5;
¢/L7--1 officer, 37 B c/628 6 DS, 3 officers, L8 ®my; Cf22-—about b0
fvll platoons.

- proops of CCR holding defensive rositions in BT GSTIN rerulsed heav”
German counter-attacks all day on the Gth of Decertar. leavy eneny artillery
and mortar fire vwere also encountered. TL0sceS dnring the day wrere creat for
both sides, elements of CCR rerulsing all comnber-atbacks stared. The wwertler
wgs bad all day, but our planes managed to ot oub 1ste in tlc olternoon AU 100
Fven then,: the overcast was low and th2 planes, encountaring much flalr over
the target area, requested counter-flal: fire. CCI artillery fired cornter-Iial
concentrations and the planes viere able to effec ivel; Somb and strafs. It -2s
learned later from fromt line doughs that bhis achion broke up an cnary’ countar-
attack coming at BERGSTEIMN from the soutiicaste 2V Lhe Sins e snemy nad ro-
organized his troops for another counber-ahback it had bocone carke

Other enomy counter-attacls dnring e Qi Tere rarmloed D Lhe Do
remaining tanks, ¥D'S and dsurrs (reinfore~d o ancinesr and ren nersonnel)
and by a large amount of defensive fire frem b 9550 Armor~d Fedl Dhe e

(N

battalion fired aprroximabely 2500 rounds dvring Lhe A2

At 0700, 6th of Decmibrr, the spitiz1 cerman counhar-atboc. was nade by
the 1st Battolion, 9000 e, it W el .. came from the SCHUVIDT ares Juring
the night to make the att:ck. In addition to very neany artille - SUDIOTU, VU
German infantry battalion was given the sup "ort of a ‘latoon of 5 lp~prorellcd
guns. By 1030, how-.ver, the initial oo unter-atiack hed heen reassed and our
positions restored. In s1is pathle, 6 enemy tamis ~O 5 AT SUns “rere. no@ G
oub. Ab 1least one comp-~ny of the wttacking ~erman Labtalion “rasl nleo destroyed
except for ten men, according to information i~ter obtained frem PUiS.

. At 1400 the Germens 1auncliad a second attrclz from the nertl aoalrst our
positions. The attack wras made by the 189tn Field Replac 7T aahtelien ard,
was quickly broken up by our supporting artillery.

By the end of the day CCR's strengbh was comsidera ) depletod. A
Gompanies had 3 torks operations’ and 30 dougns3 B Comanics had Lot
20 doughsy € Companies had awout 20 douhs(mumber of Lankg vnloorn); anc
c/628th had only one TD left. :
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AL 2000, the cvendng of the 6th, information wwas received that the 2nd
Ronogr dathalion, attached 1o the 8th Infantry Division, would pas< thr-sugh

osi tons aell b7 CCR and occupy the higa cround surrounding BERGSTEII. Tnls was
£o tle Tince early +he noxt morning. Ranger forwrard observsrs were to relay
B 0385 O ratio torouch the 95thts forvard 0OHSErvaIS. CCR was %o support

the att~c: of Lhe RAnjers by fire and send an officer cuide to meét a ren
officer fram the Raner Bn that ni_hbte The 1°1st Inf was also to a2ttack in

t e norming o seize and h0ld the “iga crovnd ab F0313LkL.

purin; the vtbnek in bhe merning, THa necermbar, the Oth Infantry Division
3st contect 1%l +he Rancers o CCR furnished coryrmunications for them through
artillsxry channelse At 0905 tne Ran’ers renorted nmission campleted® bt

it thel were ~eceiving heavy mortar and artillery fire. The RangecTs, however,
neld teir ositlons during the 4y apd nizit and akso the n=xt day, repulsing
gevornl syrong Gorman counberattacks. 1ate in the afternoon, 7 Decenber,, the
Geraans ith 2 Battalion of combat enginesrs, unit identity unknorw, triee
counsercsincied e gIGSTEIN area unsuccessitnllye

Weents of CCR renained in BIRGSTEIN on the St of Decembel, receiving
heavy rortaxr nd artilk ry fires The strength of the camand had been cut
dovm Lo only a fed £a ks and doushbe Although there 12d not been much

soeg 1t in LRUOANG the town, defending amd holding it once it had been taken
was extrer:2ly Qifficult dur to the heavy enemy’ artiliery and mortar {iree.
Jecuse O uie gtatic situation forced on elements of GCR, loss of tanks and

othar volicles from enemy artilkry was greab.

puring oo nicht and morning Sth=9th pecenber, CCR, less the 95th. Armored
Field ArtilleXy RBathelion, Vas relieved from its positions in the BRAIDEIBERG -
31ESTILL areE and v burned to “TAL-ORMN, BULGITK for racrganizatbion. As many

o7 the lmooked out vedicles as possible were rotrieved dnring the next few

Viaw

doys, nMany WerIc bogged in the mud and beyond repair.

In none oi the attacks betireen URTCEN and BERGSTHIL Was CCR able to
denloy its armor in order to make 2 stroygattacke This was due ghiefly to
1ivited terrain, mud and dense AT mine r4»1ds. Because of this limited area
for manewver and the single avermue for a - roach, the Germans writh ueavy artillexy
sunrort, rutonsive use of AT and AP mincs,wad a 1imited number of tLroops were
a-le to moie the padng of BRAIDEIBERG and JRRGSTEIN ~xtremely expensive for
cCR in Hoth men and naterial.

Maving baioen 2 position clements of CCR were forced to remain in a statilc

e

postion instead of boing r-Tieved DY infantry and pulling' back into a rallying
posiviuiie Tanks bous remaining in a statis mosition are extremely vulnerable
Yo enery artillery as demonstrated by tae high casualtics sustained by CCR at
DRADIDEG & BTRGSTZIN. o

——
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Troops

Hq & Hq Co, COR = ( JALIIORY, K8132)

c/628 - (RARCTROTH, K7C3lé \
c/85 - (IW of WALLCRL, K8C032:h)
c/22 - (¥ of KurTiniIs, K7928)

10th Tank Bn - (NE of 'FALICRN, K0233)
Hq & Hg Co/10(NE of JALICEN, K8233)
A,B,C,&D Cos/10(NE of YALHORIV,K8233)

L7th Armd Inf Bn- (LONTZINTUSCH, K7733)

Hq & Hq cm/h?émmzmrz,» 5CT, K7733§
A,B,& C Co/L7(1crTZErUsc, K7733

CCR Trains .
sv/10 . -(ASTII®T, KSO3L
sv/L7 ~(AST":ET, K803L
c/127 ~(ASTHWIET, KB03L
c/75 -(KBTTENIS, KB805285)

CCR less the 95th Armd F.A. 5n remained in the vicinity of AL,
(x8132) BELGIUM from the 9th to the 15th of December. The coamand was put
in V Corps reserve on the 9th, remaining in tids statur during 2 noriod.
The 95th rcnained in the URTGUY area atb KS¢6335 athache! to the Cth Inf Div
and furnished supporting ¥ires for the S55th Fede ML

During the period 9 = 15 December, CC. reccived roplacements in venicles
and personnel. Ranges were established in the arca and new persomel fired
small arms and tank weapons and wers given other %ypcs ox instruction. CCR
ordnance was engaged in the ropair and maintenance of hicles during the
rest period. AS many pass€s as poscible were given to the fighting elements
to Paris and to the V Corps recreation centsr at ZUPRM.

TIE DEFLKSE OF ROTGEN, GUTANY

Troops
Hg & Hq Co, CCR
c/628

c/8 » ' '
0722

10th Tk Bn (Married)

Hq & Hq Co/10
10 & A/ = ,
c/10 & ¢/L7 .
D/10 »
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_G5th Amd F.A, Bn R[sm‘mm

Hq & Hg Btry
A,B,C0, & 5v Btry
c/387

CCR Trains

Sv/10
sv/iT
c/127
c/75

On the 15th of December CCR was put on a 2 hour alert by V Corps for
corrittment in the MONSCHAU (¥9418) area SE of ROTGENe The plan was that,
pending developments, CCR was to attack IMGENBROICH (K9620) or EICHERSCHEID
(K9921) or both. This was in the 78th Inf Div sector but CCR was to remain
under V Corps control. The line in this sector ran between the towns of
SDPERATH (K992)) and KASTERNICH (KO02L) back to the SW and then South to KON-
3CUAU. . ’ ‘ :

on the 16th of December the command moved from WAIHORN to attack-as
planned. CCR G.P. was to operate from the vicinity of LAMVERSDORF (K9727).
_thile CC.> was enroute to the attack positions, the plan was changed and the
cormand less D/10th was stopped at ROTGEN. D/10th was attached to the 2nd -
Ranger Bn whose mission was to take over SIMTRATH while elements of the 78th
Inf Div thaclced KESTERNICH. D/10 was dispatched to the Rangers on the night
of the 16th. .

During the night information was received that- the Germans were making a
large scale attack to the south near the V anl VIII Gorps boundary. -Much -
onemy activity was reported all along the front. Enemy air activity was also
great and sarly in the morning of the 17th, paratroops were reported at var-
ious points in the V Corps sector. '

At 0580, 17th December, V Corps alerted CCR for movememt at a moment's
notice and called for one company of armored infamtry at once for the defense
of Corps headquarters. Imnediately A/LT was moved aml the remainder of the
cormanl, 1255 the 95th Armd F.A. Bn who was in firing position, was alerted,

L3

On the 17+h several German paratroope Were ceptured by elements of GCR
in the vicinity of ROTGEN. By interrogation it was learned that their objective
was to cut the main MONSCHAU - EUPEN road. In this case their plane had been
shot dovm and they had been forced to jump. Later it was learned that the en-
tire airborne operation had fd led because of bad weather and a lack of train-
ing. The paratroops became widely scattered. The main effort of the German
offansive was nore successful however aml reports from sev . sources in-
dicated that enemy spearheads had broken through imericam 8 at a number
of points to the South. : I : . -

Aft~rnoon of the 17th, COR was assigned the mission of defending ROTGEN.

Hq & Hq Co, CCR o
03325 less one plate -

C/22 less two platooms,

.




 BACH, LAIZTRSDORF and ROTGEN.

By & B 00, Qok (Oomtid.) mﬂm
One plat, 0/85
::pth ‘pank Bn (wribd)

DAL

thtachod
0/85 ha

L7th mid Inf Ba (Married)

fuTth
B}lOth & B/h7th
One phtg ) -
One Diat, /628

95th Armd Fedo B0

Hq & Hq Btry.
‘,B’ &- 6 »ﬁ“o

Wsm AL AW Bn SP

102nd .Cav QLW (noini‘)

102nd Cav Ren Sqdn

Troop A, 38th Cav Ren Sqdn (Plus
one plat, Co G, 893d TD Bn)

62n»d m ﬂ. BnO

CCR Trains-
s\r/h/_lmn
Sv
Det G/127
/15

A/lO ‘had jo:z.nod A/h7, both being atbtached to the L7th RET in the "0"‘
SCHAU area. The 102nd Cav Gp ad the 3rd Bn, 121s%t In? .rers a%boched to CCRe

The 102nd Cav Gp hal maintained defensivs positions in ilis ares for sone
times. These defanses were not altered, other cleoments. of UOR boing pub intbo
strengthen the line, i‘om a secondary defense line and to provide.a hwouils roe

‘ Sel"vao .
Ons named plarboon, B/L7, ~rd one *ﬂdov T ahts oo civvi Shoe dssion
of defending PAUSTZEITACI hill (K97“~9~°) ‘“he enginaer p]atoon a.t’;acnod to tha
L7th was used to lay mines and prepare other dafensive po: “%iors on the hill,

- The remainder of the Li7th was put in mobile reserve in bLls nclm.‘c.y o*‘ RUIGEN.

‘The 10'bh Tank Bn took uo defensive oos:.tions within a zone souvih and s®uth-
wast of ROTGENe The 3rd Bn of the 121st Inf and ¢/C5 dess one pialoon were used
for this purposes C Companies (married) were kept in mobile reserve. Elements

‘of the 10th initiated reconnaisance of LAITERSDORF, PAUSTENBACH, BICKERATY and

SIN FERATH with a view of possible employment in these areas. ¢/523+%h also- re-
connoitered these areas for firing positions.

e,

Tha 95th Aymd F.A. Bn preparcd defensive fires fcr the datanse of PAUT I -

%
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preparing d«-remin poaitiom maximun use was nﬁe of wmines, wire
booby traps and trip flares., RExtreme vi ilance was m ntmt enany par-

atroops.

A75>rnoon of the 18th OCR Was attached to the 78th Inf Dive The Cor
Doundary had bésn mpved and the 78th was now attached to VIX o The 102nd
Cav @ and the 3rd 3n, 121st Inf wers detached fram OCR and on 19th of Dec

thyr 704l Inf Div put the command in Div reserve for Limediate camibtmnb to
rdpol a Geman a.,tack in the division sector and tQ act as civilian comtrol in
ROTCEL. Xlensnts of CCR now in defensive positions were ’gulled back to ROTGEN
and the camand began operations to proparz delf-onsive position around ROTGEXN

by laying nines, putting up wire, digging trenchss, constructing obstacles and
reconioitering for other possible defensive positions. Patrols and check points
were also established in ROTGRN for the purpose of picld.ng up civilians not
authorized to He on the streets.

* During the entire period (Defense of ROTGEN) CCR was not molved in any
major en;sements with the enemy.

THE DEFRNSE OF EUPEN

Af‘cemoon of the 21st of December, con “ras ggain attached %o V Corps.
The cormand moved to the vicinity of EUPEN that afternoon and was g:bven the
miesion of defending BUPTH.

Troops

Hq & Hg Co, CCR

c/85

~Co Hg, C /628 .
106n Tari: on (Married) 105 A Goss

Hq & Hq €o/10

One platoon, ¢/628
i7th Amd Inf Bn (Married)

Hg & Hq Co/L7
0 & B/LT
One platoon, D/10
One platoon, /528 .

neserve: ¢

D/10 less one platoon

c/22 . :
One 7lstoon, c/628 -
Ren pL.toon, c/62° :

S#-- ¢iwad .s o¢\0 m
'q & HFq Btry.
A, B, & C Btries,
Sv Btry.

c_g_R Trains

sv/0

B
1
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Defensive positions were immediately established to the north, south and
east of BUPEN. Generally the L7th Armd Inf Bn was responsible for the area south
and southeast of EUPEN, the 10th Tt Ba the arca north and northeast and $hie Jo-
serve bthe area northwest, south and southwest. OCOR C.P, “ras locabed in EUPRN.

The L7th's sector included the road subth of 7PIN to BELIE~-CRCIX (KOOL1E2).
One platoon, D/10 was placed at CR 811175 and one pliatoon, /€5 at i [C1152 to
patrol the road between the tiro points. A bLridge guard consisting of onc squad
of infantry of B/i4T was placed on the bridge beltire-n the o cross roals at
K810170. Two married platoons of B Companies went Laso Dosibion at K796205.
The bridge at 809209 was prepared for demolitions with the A2, plotoon «f B/MT
covering the approaches. The L7th also =liced two inriied platoons of B Companies
on the read SE of EUPEN at k8192.9.

_ The 10th's sector included the road.soush oni of EUPT %o oR 838257. Ro d
. blocks were constructed on roxds rumning to the east and northenst of BUPT .

These road blocks were defendec by from 2 tarks and 2 squads of infanbtpy to 3
. tanks and 3 dquads of infambry.

The Reserve estoblished positions “n the vicinity of KT IS (K8C5290).
Two groups, each with a strength of one platoon o7 ~nginesrs and onc 7atoon of
light tanks, defended positions just S of KETTENIS at K812295 and KC0029G.

The 95th Armd F.A. n drew up plans for defensive fircs.

In addition, TD's of ¢/628 were placed in positions by L uni’is to rideh
abtached, swarai more bridges were preparecd for dmwlitions, mines were laid and
severgd abati were constructed. These obstacles constitutec the outer dafansas
o the defense plan end were coordinated vith the Cofessive fires of the' 9%bh.,

p P a gy 1OV -
The entire area was also patrolled by the 10th, LTth and ¢/C5tl.

on the 23rd of December C/628 wes detached froh COZ. G %20 rojoinsd its
battalion and moved with the battalion to a new area. One platoon, C/C5 was at-
tached to the L7th, the rest of the rcn company remaining widesr CCR coibrole

£l ' 2l pecember, the 5th Armd Div arrived in ths vicinity of EUPEN. CCR re-
aoi,md the divisien at this time but remained under ¥V Corps coutrol as far as the
o of EUPEN was concerned, contimuing to maintain defensive positions that
hidd-been established. A/10 rejoined CCR on tha 25th, A/LT reiaining with the
L7eh ROT in the MONSCHAU area,

“The 5th Armd Div was alerted and renained on an alart sholus et » 'la
2lithy of December and end of the month for poscible com itfnunt in sevaral are.s
along the First  fromt. CCR inibiated reconnaisance of roads and bivouac
areas in the areg NEB of AACITEN durdng the poriods . \

‘80 ended {lie mombh of December and the year -of 9Lk, -
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REPORT AFTER ACTION FOR OOMBAT COMMAND "R"®
STH ARMORED DIVISION

JANUGARY 19L5
TROOPS
Normal Formation
Bq & Hq Co., CC"R"

c. O. COLONEL GLEN H. ANDERSON, 080632.
X. O- MAJOR RUFUS Y. WALLACE, $362293.
8-2 " MAJOR RICHARD R. WILKINS, Ok1201.
- 8-3 MAJOR GREGG L. }MC KEB, oé3 811.
Asst. S-3 MAJOR BAY S. TREADJELL, 038976L. -

. S-3 Alr : CAPTAIN ROBERT E. mmms 0411189,

) St CAPTAIN JOHN D. WEBBER JR., 0101195k.

. Surgeon MAJOR RAYMOND T. MC FARLIN 0317687.
s. S. O. CAPTAIN BORIS B. BAMBALOFF, 01010621.
I. P. W. 1ST LT. JOACHIM ommz:a, $1169678.
co "' GO m LTO mm Lo mU 033]-]-29'
C.:I. C. 2D 1T. JOHN W. BROOKENS 01999838.
Maint O. ~ 1ST IT. ALLEN R. NYE, 0L66023.
W.0.Motor Transp. W.0.J.G. CLAYTON G. RETZER, W2120308. N
Hq Co. Comdr. CAPTAIN FRANCIS B. FRETMAN, 01011E83. ;
com. O. 1ST 1T. GEORGE G. PHILLIPS, 01015357. -
Chaplainss S
. Cathelic GAPTAIN WILLIAM W. POEPPERLING, 0522828 NS
= protestant CAPTAIN WILIIAM H. KIAUSTERMEYER, OL10695. \

Iialson 0O'S.:
CAPTAIN JOSEPH G. "‘ONLER ohahlk9.
1ST 1T. LEON C. mEmURN, 01010878.
2D 1T. RAYMOND N..GODSEY, 01297024

/22 armd Engr Bn |
c' 00 ‘ A lsT LT. THOMAS G. mmm, 01100860-

) - .
. ¢/85 Ccav Ren Sadn ;
C. 0. 1ST IT. GEORGE W. BARQUEZ, 01012910.
10th Tank Bn : :
c. 0. LTO coLo WII"LM Ao H.A.MBERG‘, 02921560
47th Anrd Inf Bn
Ce Oe : 1T. COL. HOWARD E. BOYER, 021.8680.
95th Armd FA Bn '
r.‘ “00' evwes " . . LTQ COL. Jum w. MC m, 02237030
UJAﬁJJL OO WL L e )

gy ‘
f 5 , WN FRED mprm 01010215,

N%I’Wﬁ"’n}. \3% R““En S 421




¢/628 T. D. Bn SP ‘
C. O. CAPTAIN ROBERT C. JONES, 01822013 ~

Fram the 1lst through the 2hth of Jarmary 1945, CCR maintained its defenses
around EUPEN, BRLGIUM. - - _

~TROOFS-

Q& Go., CC"R" - BUPEN
less one platoon.

10€h Tank Bn lnrried)-mof'mm\
g9
¢/10 & c/u7

L7th Armd Inf Bn (Married) - SE of EUPEN
BiO&B/hT

Oone Plat., ¢/85
One Plat,, D/10

RESERVE = KETTENIS

~—D/10 less one Plat.
c/22

95th Armd FA Bn - KETTENIS

T 1R & 14 Bury

A,gég,:,& Sv. Btrys

¢/387 AA AW SP
CCR Trains - ASTENET
Sv/10
- cm 7
Det /127 .

During the period CCR remained under direct control of ¥ Corps as far as
the defense of RUPRBN was concerned. Otherwise the Command was under vomntrol
of the 5th Armored Division, which was in ¥ Corps reserve on a four hour alert
to be camitted only upon approval of the cammanding general of the First U. S.

Army.

while in this static condition, CCR conducted several experiments and par-
ticipated in range firing and tactical exercises. Attached are summaries of
experiments conducted on: %Qperatio of the Flail Tank;® "Bffect of American
Anti-Tank Mine M~1 on Mark V¥, Panth Tank Tracki" and "pnti-Personnel Schu
Mine Exploding Tests, Brploying the }~29 Cargo Carrier (Weasle) with Schu
Mine Detonating Apparatus Attached.®

Experiments were also conducted on the German Panzerfaust and the U. S.
Bagooka as to their\ effects against spaced-armor. It was found that three
to four inches between spaced armor was satisfactory to protect the German
Mark Vv Tank against the U. S. Bazooka. The Panserfaust on the other hand
penetrated armor spaced four inces and made a hole two inches in diameter in
the turret of the Qerman tank, the armor of which was two inches thick. Other
tests were conducted on cold weather operations, tests being made on the effect

of sand on icy roads and of grousers in snow. 4

e - — T TN L oy o
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on the range, 37mg, 75mn, 76mm, and 105mm tank guns, mortars, bagookas,
rifle grenades and small arms were fired by elements of the cormand.

The 10th Tank Bn aml the L47th Armd Infantry Battalion conductéd tactical
exercises during the period.

( (A}éh?_ rejoined CCR on the 21st of January ard was put under control of
the 10th Tank Battalion. :

on the 2ith of Jamuary, CCR was relieved from its mission of defending
RUPEN. At this time C Troop of the 85th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron was
relieved from attachment to CCR and returned to squadron control.

the Gommand moved to the vicinity of WALHORN, BELGTUM on the 27th of
Jarmary. . .

TROOKES

& Hq Co., CCR — WALHORN
- (x825318)

10th Tank Bn (Married) - EYNATTEN

Tq & B4 Co - EYNATTEN
o0& Al - - (XB00300)
C/0 & C/A7 - - ETNATTEN

»/10 - EYNATTEN :

7¢h Armd Inf Bn (Married) -~ LONTZEN
q Co - 1ONPERN
B/10 & B/LT - LONTZEN

95th Armd PA Bn - HAUSET
, Hq & Hq Btry- HAUBET
A,B,& C Btrys - HAUSET
Btry NIZEN

m -
_ ¢/387 - HAUSET
oEB Tralie - 10
= LONTZEN
gv/L7 . # LORPZEN
pet ¢/127 ~ LONTZEN
/75 - ASTENET

. On the 29th of Jaxwuary, the Sth Armored Division was attached to the
LV Corps, Mimth U. S. Army for possible future operations in the Nineth ‘Army
Sector. .

OCR remained in the vicimity of WALHORN, BELGIUM up to and including the
- 318t of J 3945, Nonsngagememts with the enemy were experienced by CCR

'

/
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REFORT AFTER ACTION FOR CCLBAT COMIAND “R
: STH ARLORED DIVISION
FEBRUARY 19L5 ‘ J
." ] ] _; ‘); ‘
S © ORMAL TROOKS IN COMBAT COMIAND “R" fihi
BQ & Hq Co., GC"R® SN A
Ce Oe COLONEL GLEN H. ANDERSON, u8632.
X. O. MAJOR RUFUS M. WALLACE, 0362293.
S-2 fAJOR RICHARD R. WILLINS, 0L16201.
- 8=3 JOR GRECG L. }.C KiE, 033811,
st., S-3 MAJOR RAY S. TREADWELL, 038976L.
g:ﬁ Alr CAPTAIN RORERT E. ¥IILIAMS, 0411189.
* CAPTAIN JOHN D. WEBZER JR., U1Ul195L.
Surgeon MAJOR RAYLOND T. MG FARLIN, u317687.
- S.Ss.0. CAFTAIN PORIS B. BAUBALOFF, O0l010621.
I, p. W, 2ND LT. ENNO R. HOBBLNG, 010193L2.
C. AvC.. CArTAIN DANIEL A. GRUMDMANYN, U331129.
c. I. C. 2ND LT. JOHN W. BROOKES, u1999838.
Com. 0. 1ST LT. GEORGE G. PHILIIHS, ULU15357.
Chaplains: : '
Catholic .  CAPTAIN WILLIAM W. POEPPEUILIG, 0522828,
protestant  CAMTAIN WILLIAY H. KIAUSTERFY™R, ul10695.
Tiaison Otss _
1ST LT. LFON C. WDENBURN, 01ul0878.
© 1ST IT. RICHARD G. REEVES, 01lul2L25.
,  “Hq. Co. Comdr. CAFTAIN FRANCIS B. FREDMAL, ulull883.
. W.0. Motor Transp. W.0.J.G. CLAYTON G. RETZER, ‘T212u3ul.
i ¢/22 armd Engr Bn i .-
) - G O» 1S? LT. THOMAS G. ARNOLD, u110086u.
- 6/85 Cav Ren Sqdn ' :
' C. O» . CAPTAIN GEURGE W. 8ASQUEZ, U1012910.
~ " 20th Pank Bn . |
. G.0. | LT. COL. WILLIAM A. HALBERG, 0292156.
47th Armd Inf Bn . | | |
. S G0 g‘]‘:’r COL. }JOWARD B, BOYER, 0218680.
- e oW -
" |CLASSIFICATION CHakg
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soruary 1945, connt had no conbas with the enemy,
osting , lanning and preparing Ior future
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was done on roads Iron G1L Y KIRCiTI bo v CACH and PALENBERG,
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During the first five days of Februaryv CCU2M" remained in the wvicinisy®
of WALHORN, BELGLUM training and preparing for fuiurc opcrabiors. (On the
fourth of February orders were received for the noverent of “he Coriiob Coreand
to the vicinity of HEERLFRIITIDE, HOLLAD. On the fifth an advance »arty

camposed of elements of the Cp staff, wire crew, and 0AC lolt 071000 to set
up an advance Cp and to make billeting arrangenencs. .

in pr paration for the move grecatest secrecy wos maintoined. 417 mariiacs
were covered on vehicles, and 4 1 divisional pabciies srere removed Irom clotiving,
Radio silence was maintained and new telephone edll sicns were vsed, and 211
personnel were instructed to use the utmost care to preserve secrccy and ot
to identify their units.

The CP closed at WWALVORN, DELGLUN and opcned at ¥AWRI™S 773003, CIram
at 160UA February 6, 19L5. The Cormand was completel;r closed in its new
location at UTOQ3VA February 1945. -

TROUES AS OF UTUB00A FRBRIUARY 1945

Ha & H CO/CC"R" HTRL L0005, TG UM
c/22 TCRISYTUNE, H0ILAD
1uth Tank Bn (larried, TURCIILDE, TOITAID
& 1l Co/lu AT U7, HOTIATD
A/10 & A/LT OUTINITIE, JUTTAID
C/lU e c/l7 ITRITLITTOR, HOTTAID
D/1u MELI IO, TI0TTAID
L7th Armd ind Bn (larried, TROFRSK, (017 1D
Hq ¢ Tla Go/L7 THTEVRE, HOLTAIM
B/10 & B/t TRTITK, TOLLAID
CC™R" Trains _ ROZROBK, 'CTLAND
Sv/lu ROTAWTK, HOTIAID
sv/h7 . - IEUY - TuIDE, !OLIAID
c/15 . ULLBUT = NUTDE, 10T TAID
pet ¢/127 ' DOTMOBE, TCILAD

From the seventh until the 2Lth of Mebruary, the units of CC " enga ~4
in training programs which included gas mask drill, rance Tiring, faniliarizatio,
with British tanks, lectures on sex hygiene, and films on non-fraternization, )
Rest and recreation were also provided during this neriod. During tvhe same
period plans and preparations viere made for future oprations.

On the tenth of February extensive road maintenance was oezun by gonpn,
The road fram GEILENKIRCIEN to WAUBAC!H, GIXUANY was the rond  iven highest
priority and accordingly the nost work was done on it. A rubble foundation
was. given to approximately two miles of the road and holes were filled, siv:iders
repalred, and drainagé improved. The roads from PRILSIBIRG to GELLIIXINC'D!, and
from PALENBFRG to WAUBACH, GROENSTRAAT, and UBACH, GRUANY were also repaired,
yotholes were £i13d with rubule and a smooth surface loid. Yashboard conditions
were smoothed ocut, large holes and ruts filled, and dr:inage improved., fhe
. shoulders were resurfaced and repaired. On the 23 and 2hth of Pebruary stoc)
piles of rubble were placed at intervals along the road to help later maipt-
anence as well as contimuing genmeral maimtenance. .

MSTRCTD
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On the 2Lth of February final preparations for moving forward vere made
and -~a billeting porby was sent to PALZNBIRG, GERMANY. The Cp closed in
T SRICEUCIIDI, TICIIAID on the 25th of Webruary at 1330A and opened abt PALENBFRG,
Goir mev at 1020. The tail cleared !TEMZR TIDE at 1550. During the next day
preparations were made to cross tne RCER ATVER. At 0315 on the 27th the Cp closed
at PALT .m8 and operated enroute until O700UA when it arrived in bivouac in

ki

the vicimity of TIOTTORF, (¥022675; GETAIN.

. comit® crossed whe ROR RIVIZ in the Zone of the 102nmd 1ni‘am-,ry Division,
using the treadwoy bridge at LITHICH. The bridge ias strafed during the crossing
but no dana e resulted. .

¢/628 T Bn was attached to GG"RM and joined GCPRM in bivouac in the
vicinmity of JOTTURF, G AVY at 0815A Februory 19h5.

4 +he 20t 1 1a5t day o brus cownt was ordered to remain in place
bub pggﬁshﬁeret?ﬁl.agg i%r nov:?_'i{g gmgether?mone troop of British flail tanks of ?
Squalron G, 52nd Brirade, 79th Division vere attached to the Command on this
date. Dur n; ohe time CCwi remaincd in the vicinity of Hottorf the Command
maintained liaicon writh CCA, and was resnhonsible for protecting that portion
of the YILT Corps right [lank which was pehind CCA.

The end of the month found CC"R" with morale high, and W th all of the
wits ready and anxious to assume the attack to the Rhine.

[}

GLEN H. ANDERSON
Colonel, Infantry
e .
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(Letter, Report *fter Action Ageinst "nemy - April 1948, Eq CCX, S5tk AD, Come'd)

Chamree in the stove during the atk of &pril were as followss
28 April 1945 - 1t L*, RICA:RT G. R7EVES, 01012488 returmed frvom CCR to 104k
Tark Battaliom.
Be ATTACHWIE TS 2.0 ASSIGHYINTS » »ce narrative asoemt

Fo WOVINERTR, RIPY " fk@,-AF CCMANT FOSTS = Seo overlays smd nerrative aceowmmt,



(Letter, Re-ort After Aotion Against Tnemy - Acril 1946, Hq 0C2, Sth A.T,, ont'd)

NA.RATIVE ACCOUN Ts

¢ On the Slet of Mareh 1945 COR hed narched from hivouas tn the vieinity
of 8t, 70518 (140S) Germamy or the west side of the Rhine to or ansembly area just
southwest of WUNSTFR, The as-embly area had not tem eleare’ o it wmg nesessary
for the command o fight {ts way in,

The nex$ prodlem corfro:ting CCR was to estarlish a oricdcehoaf and build
& bridge over the D RTMUN-BMS Canal, Attew ts had “ae mace & tor Cark an 4the
3lst %0 cepture ocne of the bridges intacte All attem—ts had fe!lec ag “h- “ridres
had elther bem previcusly blom or were blowm a8 patrols eporonched,

Orders were issued to the 1Gth Terk Battalion %0 secure a hrid-eh-ed
at pncu. This was acoomrlished by N40(, 1 April, without oprosition,

At 0400 Ceptain CHARL™S PTRLMAN, the Comnanding ffieer of Compmy "C"
2204 Armmored Engineer Battalion,was issued orders to oonstruot a Bridee at that
8ites Ceptain P"RLMAN s*ated that the bridge would be ready by 1000 in the
mominge The brid-e ms oompleted and reconnaisse:ce ad grossed hy 0800, In
four hourg the bridge hed beg: completed, a most amasing piece ~f work,

The eommend proceeded in one eolumn, the 10th Tank Eattalion leading
followed by Troop “C" of the :5&th Cavalry Recon:raissance S;:adron, /the 10th Tank
Battalion hed g battery of the 95th Armored Fleld Artillery Sattalion ar 1ead
battery), , CCR Hesdquartars, 95th Armored Field Artillery Rattalion ninus the
lead hattery, and the ¢7th irmored Infentry Bettalion,

, The eolwmn moved from the bridge site to VFL:® (A37€61)y Baf roeds were
meomtered in the area AS0E1 end A9371e They were 7 bed- the tail of thre oclum
had to be re-routed, Wha: the head of the column rot to the violuity of ROSN A48
the colum mired into the mud, At that time Colamel AT Y ont.cted glemants
of the 44th Cavalry Squsdron in SEND™NIORST (B0B60), who gtated that ‘he bown had
been cleared smd that the rosds in the area were in exeellent condition, Cclonel
ANCERSON told Lt Colonhel HAMEURE to tum the oolum and get 1t fnto ™ “wun= .4,
The primary objeetive at this tive wag to seoura anoth:r crossines over he ~V%
CANAL in the vieinity of °RAL™Y (82870), '

At ST FNMORST, Golonel MWNDFRSON ingtructed | ientenmt Solonal TL: 1Ay
As BAN:TRG of the 10th Tank Battalion to lead off on the main road with one “arri of
company to RVERSWINKEL (BO769)e The rest of the command w:s ordered to follow,

The married "4" companies led off and reached the town in *wentv ninutes,
The ocmpanies met resistance at FYFRSWINYH, ané omptured an SS o’figer, ™o >ffiger
stated that his mission was to put i resistance as beat he oold ape ther notlty
.the Germans by taleph-ne when the Ameriosns hst ertared the towm, i'e had agcenwl{sh-
od hig miesion, Rereaftsr a ratrol was always zent t0 the tolmmbore axohan e e
200n ag 1:edire elememts reached a towm, In "VIASAT R-L al) +he swi tok:boarde were
in operati~g order with the drors woving and lights flickaering,

v
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(u‘m. l.oﬁ* Actien Againsts Waemy - Mpril . &, Hq OOR, 5th AJD. éut'd)

From TVFRSWISTEL the eslum moved east picking wp priemers aleag the
wy but @eswmtering no resistames. At FRWCYWRONSY (31660) leading el enents
picked wp mother Gornmm officer whose Job had be@n o eall WARRNTORP (R1773).
The telephone wires had bem eutl by machine gm fire and he had been mable  do
oo, Ho statel thet there were some 38 trosps and tw temks in WARWTORP,

A% this time, 1700 heurs, 1 spril, Celomel ANDERSON made the desision
that he wuld Vy-pass VARMITCRP, Colomel HAMBERG took off to the goutheast ®
WRSTKIRGEN® (BR165). At WESTXIRCEN: clenmts of the XVI Corps Oavalry were emn-
tactel, They were keeping comtast with 0GR and the M Armored Pivision, Approx-
imately 500 yards of the reedi frem WAREEDORF o WESIKIRCHEN was a mase of defemoen
reed Moeks, obes., for the most part wmmmmned,

At WESTXIRCHIN the eslum turmed merth to BEELWN (P2ST0), Eere meny
vehiclos wore moomtered, Approximately forty-five of them were destreyedd. Waam
the colwm reached SEELWN read Mlocks were sot out on the main WARPNDORF-SUTERELOR
(34488) resd, At this peint a nwmber of German vehicles were moeked out, Oomdat
Comnend "D® was flushing them out frem the vieinity of NWSTI™R (A9373) end COR
was eatehing them,

When leading clements arrived in BEILE they again hed troudle with the
Selephcme 1ines. Germens were invariably talking ea the telephone to the next towm.
They knew our resition all of the time.

Oolomel MIDERSON deeided o espture & passage over the TS CANAL at
GRRFFEN (9279748) d the 10th Tenk Dattalion was given the missiom of getting the
bridge intact. If they were net suseessful in this they were % cspture o bridge-
heof 80 that a dridge eould be built, At that time 96 feet of bridging equipment
was eu hand,

At abowt 1930 or 1945 1 April, the 10th Tk Bastalion reported thad
they had run inte fire at the site of the wridge md had killed a fow Krauts
and digeovered that the bridge had beem blowm,

Colenel ADERION issued orders seding the 85th Reeonnaissmnce Squadren
%8 ressmnoiter erossing sites on the east and west of the srossing at GREFF XX
(92876). He issued orders to the 47th Armored Infantry Battalion to be prepared
@ ressmnoiter the sressing on the 5MS CAYAL as far west as 1000 yards east of
WARBNDORF,

the resanmai ssance reported at 2030 that both the dridges at B26T4 and
BIOTS were intast. They further repertel that the bridge at 32574 would take the
divigion load smd that the dridge at BJ0TS with relnforeing would take the
divigion leed, .

Colonel IIDERION igsued orders at this time, 2030, for the 10th Tmk
Battalien to seoure a bridgehead at both bridges o that either bridge 0014 be
usel, Tanks were % be erossed over the “ridges to make sure they would hold,
By 2300 that might it had been fowmd that the dridre at B287744 would teke a
nediwmm tenk ,“.il?o

',/ﬁo coumend hed traveled some 150 miles n two days and had dean fighd-
ing a lof 0f the time, The Col'mel decided to allow the men some rest mnd to
eroes We omal at 0830 the follewing days Order of mareh: G Troep, 85th L

’
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" (Letter, Report ‘r Actior Azainst Rnagmy - gpru’a. Mg CCit, Sth A", asmt''}

Cavalry Reconnai sssnce Squadiron, 10th Tank Battallon, CCR deadquartere, SOth
Armored Field Artillery Battalion and the 47th Armored Infantry Battalion.

CCR trains had beer mable to get aeross the NOKTWUKRT -5 T4V Al the
previous day because of traffic of the other divigion wmits, The comman? -ro-
coeded without the trains on the 20 of ipril.

is the oolum turned east into BENFIEN a rosd blook 'as get 'm =% the
eross rosds at 268758 with the mission of giving vroteetion to the wmet mt'l the
column hed cleared. The rosd block was first established by "C" Comani-e then ™y
"8" Compamies sent up from the rear to take over, :

The primary reason for establishing the rosd hloock was :~0aure UC° usng
coming up on the left rear of CCR end Germsn e :ipment and person-el ha' r-er
flughed to the east into the comuand's rositions on nrevious ccocasions, To vrevent
denger of having 0CB fire on the colum, Colrnel ANT'“RS'N hed previously sent
messages direetly to CCB infor ‘ng them of the route CCR was to takes At ~b-nut
1200 reverts were received that elements of CCB were firing on the road ®lnok,

One hal f-track was knocked ~ut, ocne 57mm AT gun 'edly danaced and ore man =i
wowmded, : ‘

. During the eourse of operations on 2 April, CCk fought through fifteen
rosd bleaks, thirteen of which were defended by infantry and/or anti-tank ~unse
The comnand lost five tanks that day,

The firet resd dlock to cause real trouble was at 'HARSRWINNFL (R3X74),
Thig roed bloek consgisted of one 88 officer and four enli-ted men, Thay “erooked
the leading tank mmd dostroyet it, killing one nen am¢ wounding four »th rs, All
the Germans were killed, The next road block wus short of KTLV R3¢ (B3"78) de
feded by infeantrynem., Bere at BAI0830 the marriel "i" eompanies ocut ‘‘e mair
EALWB-G'TFRSLON (P438S) roed., A.ain vehieles ooming from G TWRLON trving to
osospe wore oaught. Four or five enemy vehicles were kmoeked nsut, Ar~ther de-
fended read dloek was eneountered at B411828, It took about an hour v~ eliminate
it .

While this was in proeess, Colanel A'I'ERS: deeided t» oontinue on route
A" even theugh it memmt geiny through NALF®, An 88 offiger told ng t et there
were 58 treeps in the owm md that the town was defended, Varried "A" comranies
wmt in ghooting end imnediately eolleoted aprroximately 300 prigonrra.

_ There was a defended road bDloek at the norther elre of HA! 7K, Strargely
wmeugh the pass threugh the hills was not defended., Mnother roed blook was enoowm-
tered at 3461061, One of "A" compenies' tenks »ae knocked out by & hataoka, The
tom was burned and fifteem or twmty K-quts were killed, The ocolumn drove on
through WERTHER (B46868) down Route "A". Resistanee was a-ain moountered at
JOLLNIEFGK after passing twe mdefended roed dlooks alemg the road.

Bo 10¢ses were sustained at JCLL™INYCK, but the leadin- terk wag only
0 yardg away from a mam firing a Pemserfausts who fired four rowmds miesing every
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As soon as JOLLENBFCK wag mopped up the column procesded dowm Route "2
® B615012, At thig point a bumeh of Kraut Mayelists were Modm tored--prodabl y
& Sopany of them. "A" eompanies fired om them killing four, Avout o dozen were

saptured end the rest esenped,

About 500 yardg further aleng the read, o Very strong rosd Nlook wne
meomtored, It wmgs dofended by & TSmn smti-tank fm md two 3Gmm high voloel ty
mti-tank gms, No tenkg were lost in the initiad mgagment, but tw tanks wers
Imooked out ia taking the pesition, The g were losated by forward obgervers,
precigios edjustnent was made and the pesitiens were then attacked by infentry,
The I auts hed lefs the pocitiens having had wéergromd twmnels inte the pesitions,
The three gwme were saptured Inte'in the afterneom, Just at lutn.q.. ™he comman¢
buttened wp for the night 3-8 april,

Interdiotion fire was sarried on during the night on the towm of NwrEFOND
(96092), The 1mitial nission for the M -¢ April was to cepture o dridge over

W e wuld possidly reach the Njeetive, N primary nigslon was the Autedelm
Bridge ot 37002, Becange of the recistence which had Do mecwmtered fn the oup
tkirts of NERFOIL it was believed the Widges wuld de Neom od that the oy
wuld be streagly defended, Troep "C® of the 8542 Cavalry Reommnat sommee Squad yem
e attashed 4o the ¢Th Armered Infmtry Dattalion for the ®peratien on the M of

Dt ssdums omtinungd w» Rove, the 10k Tank Bettalica dightly ta e
lead, Wi the 104 reached he avtedeln ot BTA30TY, the 4740 Armered Infemtry

firing en e, &.lOﬁMhﬂhWt-t“mutﬂmcu
then Mt they hed .mu—u”uu-uuu.tumuaatq-m
mdxhno.‘ﬁ““m Mﬂyﬂhn&nﬂ.‘* Ao oton ag
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(Loitor. Repers Af/m Aetien Against Enemy - April Yul, Hq COR, S¢th A,”,, cont'd®

$he 10%h Tenk Battalien engazed the 88's the ¢Teh wag able %o proceed acd was piven
orders % move northeast e the autebadn emd oap ture the highway end railroed tpe
fdges ever the WESER River while the 10th Tenk Battalion kmooked out the enti-

airereft pogitions.

At 1800 on the aftemmoon of the 3, the 47th Armored nfentry Battali-n
reporded that the autodelm dridge hed been dblowm, The 47¢th Armored Infantry
Sattalion was given orders to withdraw 80 thay would not he undar direet fire
fron agrose the WWS™R River. By 1800 the 1Cth Tank Battalion had mopred un the
mti-aireraft positions and hai captured and Cestroyed eight 8Fmm'g and about
100 nen with a loss of or¢ offiecer killed and four enlist:d men wunded,

On the same day about noo: two G- rmen medical officers from R OFY-

NHAUSEN had ecatasted the eoclumn and stated there were numerous hospitals locate
in the tom wmd that they wanted to arrange its surrender wmoond! timally, le-
otanaisomes elements aceompmied by the Corman mediocal -fficers were sent to
%he tom to aceept its surrender wder the ondition that all Germen »ilitary
permnnel would be turmed over mad that the town would not he uged for Gerrman
$reor movement, CCR IPW offieer, Licoutenmt HUBBING, aecomranied the surrend oy
party. Upon reqehing RAN-OFPYNHAUSHN it wag foumd that the telerhone sywtem wmas
o111 werking go LT HOB'ING immeliately called ¥IN * (B8010) end informed
them that the towm was surromded, Americm artil’ery was within reac: and unless
they surrendered the tom wnd bridge intast to the Ameriosans, "IN N would ‘e
loveled, The Burgomeister requested thirty minutes grace to think the matter
over, Durimg the thirty minutes r¢ oalled the head burgome! gter at HA' Y ' 9
(X3681) end was given ingtrustions that wder no oirounstsmess =0uld he surrender
the bridges intaes end that the situation was only a tem-orary reverge, ‘he

Army would rige again, The burgomel ster of MiL! ¥ was arrogant wher he
was ocntacted after the thirty minute interval,

At 1800, 3 April, GColemel A™ FR:CH t01d divigion thet CC% wn 1¢d ree
®ain in place for the night, At nightfall the 47th Armored Infentry “attalionm
nsde emtaot with OCP on the north flank,

The follewing moming, 4 April, in accordence with instruotions, the
oounend was to érive to the enst mnd sesure any bridige intact ‘n the Corpe soree
T™he order of marsh was 10th Tenk Battaliom, OCR Heacquarters, 95th Armored Field
Artillery Battalion, snd 47¢h Armored Infentry Battal ion, The oommend marehed
e Route "A", Some resigtence was neoumtered but no losses were effected,

AS$ 1000 in the merniny regonrai seence Plance re-orted thst the bridre A TRARAL
(39200) was intast. In order to Rave suprorting srtill:ry, Colonel 4"" rha .~ de-
layed the attask on the bridre wtil sfternoom five the artillerv a chanoce
® got into positien, in the area B:595, M-snwhile recomnat ssEnCe wa: getting
up OP's amd meving dom the river, Lesding elements o the force ™vaed ecg ‘ar
as MOLI "NOB¥FCK (BB89T),

Civiliems reported that the bridge at RIS ™LN wvag prepared for fe=
melition emd that preparations consigted of two 1000 pounds bombs in the middle
of the bridge, RINTILF was o hogpital tom, At least four larce hoso‘ tal s
esuld be observed from the OP',, o
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" (Lotber, Report As-  Aotden Aratust Maeny - fpri) Y Bq OCR, 6 4.0, Cont'd)

Upon recsmsmdation of ¥ajor RICEAND x, YILEING, Commemd 3-2, that he
%o authoriged % take o PAryy to the owm % ack for itg swrreader, Licutmmt
BOBMEG mnd he ware sent % the towm at 1430, ¢4 pri), aceompligh the surreder
of the omm md seoure the bridge intaet, ey were told¢ that Colemel ANTRRANE
omposted to gtart his attack at 1530, ¢ dpril, end to bring a deeigion baok by that
time, Najor WILKINS end Lieutenmmt NOBIING hed some diffieul ty n finding the
Oct—Iq.rho—-lorﬁupo-d when they did find him at 1530 in the

vated % bdlow the bridge, (The Party hed contasted the Germans on the north side
of the river). At 1828, 4 April, the dridge dlew wWe

The first word Celenel ADE2sO™ received of Major WILYINS wag at 1800
vhen the driver returued % the OPe In the memtime artillery time-fire ha:! beem
put en the tewm, As ssom as Oolemel ARDERSOY wag informed of the dtumtion he
st o pudblic eddress systen aleng with a gestion of the 85¢th Reesnnat sem oo
Squadren bask into the tewm %o breadeast ingtrustions. The instrustions stated
that sy demage that regulted to the towa would bde hesguse Germen comnend org hod
Fetained twe army officers who were \mder the peace flag wnd that the Gormen
commenders would be respengible for demage % the wwm, This party was % wais
forty-five ninutes and if nething heppened were to leave the towmn,

Memuhile the Germen nedicel officer foared that the two army offieers
had boen taken to the nerth benk of the river prior % the blowing of the bridge
od offered to go o the nerth back to see if he eould lecate and retum the

geined, betng troop commemders it would eertainly influmee their desisions and
48 & denesquence the offieers eould not be retumed wntil the dattle for RIN TRLN
Was over. Then they wuld be returned ot & tinme md plaee agresabdle with the
Cernmm Army, : .

Upom reeeipt of whis infernatim the pease |Yey was t01d to return
with this infermation that the previe-s instruetion, still steed md the tye
Mmeriom offieers were % be returned by 0900, 8 April, the follewing meming,

the

wmtil they were returned, Thig Celomel ANDERSON refuged besause he said he eould
Sakke the plase smy time he wmted % mmd teke them Prismmer myway. Them the
Gorman nedieal of fieer offered % sorve ag guide again the following moeming,

Golomel AFDERSON then wrote en wltimatmm % the Germen Commender of
Troops. The seeocnd Party inte the tom hed been adle o find ocut the name of
the Germmn troop eammmmder from e Grﬂn Metieal offfcer md the actual loo:tien

% -i. /O
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of his eommend post in the Pomona Pavilion., Colonel AS[ "RS). afresged hiw
letter to Majer "So and So", C®, Pomona Tavilion, Ue stated tha® the reason

the offieers had not oome into towm sroperly wae not his fault but the “ailt of
the Germsns themgelves, they oould have vlindfolded the affic-rs ard ‘aker their
size~arms, Ye demanded the retum of hils offigers by 1000, ~ inril, e told
then he had held -1s artillery and his "iearrar” tonbars off the towm the vrevious
day but that he oould not contdnue, that the loofl of the town nf : Y 7FIY won]c
be on the hends of the German commander and that he wiuld send a ooy of +hie
letter tc the comammder of eaz' of the G.rman nosritals in the tow and 10 ‘he
burgomel ster,

lieutenant LINT STY was selected as anvoy. “hig le*ter mg & 'e ugsd
only in esse the officers were not preses t at the burgomesiterta ffice the
following moming, When Lie tenant {18 5V arrived t'e rext moming st ‘he “wrro-
nelster's office, Najor TIKIAY and Lieutenant HCrB' ¥ were not ~resent, How-
ever, a note was there, simmed by ¥ajor  L¥INS, statine that he ms mharn-d
and for Colonel ANT'FRSON net to try to varrain further for his su’ety, “av-rthe-
less Lisutenant 1 TN SRY delivered the ul timatum. The altimatum wee deoli verad hy
nessenger then to the Germamn Commsnder of Troopse At 1000 the officers had not
arrived and artillery started t- work over the northam part of the towm, 't
1015 the two officers were released aud ihe artillery wms pulled nff the town,

®hile the incidents of the mom.ing of tre 5th ware takine nlaoce,
1 {eutensnt Colonel POY=K had beer giver instruotiors to drive on and try to get s
bridge intact at HY 3 CL! “HL.RF (C398)., At Gavlight on the momiing of the fth
of April, he moved from HTSST 'CRF (BSOY7) with the ¢5th armored Field Artil erye
_ The artillery was s emplaced thet it eould fire or both HF § OL ™1 ?F aend
RINTRLE., At noon reports arrived that the i ©° 1 © ©°F Aridee had heer 1own,

CCR was then given instruotions to teke up defensive nositions alorny
the west bank of the WESFR River and to reconnoiter for bridpe sites and 5 rest
end rehabilitate, Fositions were taken up as follows: 10th Tank Sattalion
mé "C" Compamy of the 22nd Armored Engineer Battalinn st LAvsMHO] 7 ‘nRr4ec s,
COR ocmmeand p- st at HTITWLBICY (B 792), 47th Armored Irfantrv Battalior at
FREDRICESB/RG - ( 59898), 95th Armored Field Artil’ -ry at UUSD i “iomAMT' /7704),
Traing at HON-VHN (8291),

An ideal bridge site was discovered and -econnoi tered at "°Q091 hut
a bridre was not bu’lt there.

CCR remained in defensive positio- s from 6 April wmtil noon on the ~th,
Duriag this time one plntoon of "C", 85th joined CCB to keep t-e command ir formed
on pregress of the bridgehesd of the A4th Infamtry Pividon east of TV N,
Alge en 5 April the 695th Armored Field Arsillery Battalim joined CCFR,

Om the night 7 April, CCR was informed by an offioer from Y177 Covrps
Artillery that the bridge the 24 Armored Divigion had uged ¢0 orosg the ve2™
River at HAN'LE was now being used for siministrative traffie. Colmsnel A1 ™A' X
reported this infermation %o division md requested olearmnce for his o mhat
csmmend to oress the bridge. At 1128, 8 April , Colonel AXTFRE&N was ir formed

e 10 -«
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that the bridge at HAVELY was reserved for orossing of his comdat comand from
120 to 180 on that date. The command was imnediately alerted and nut in rogd
march formation, The order of march wag “C*, 85th, 47¢n Ammored Infantry Battalion
married, CCR Feadquarters, 95t Armored Fleld artillery, 10th reni Battalion,
t85th Armored Field Artillery and traing,

wi thout orders because Colemel ART' SRSOK hed not retumed from divi on, ‘hen he
did retum instruetions had baen changed and olearmee on the bridre was from
1400 0 1900 ingteed of 1300 to 1800, Lesting qlement, erossed the bridpe o¢
1410 hevin: been held wp by traffie blooks, The oemmend orossed the bridge a4
HANTLK gnd ocmtasted the G-3 of the 0tk Infentry Divisteon who informed Colome)

[
(X2204) but that WRINGE (X2502) had not bee eleared and tnet sieny were kmown g
be entrenched there,

The command oontinued aleng the route emd Fan into two reed blookg
heither of which wag defended, T¢ iook 5020 time to ¢lear them however for they
Wore eraters in the roed, The first resistance was Bot at SPRINGT whore & heavy..-
barrage of Slmm morter fire was received, -AfSsr the Alr Corps had worked on the
tom, the eomand wmt into SPRINGK sheeting and teok the tom, 700 prisomers,

The eemmand dreve 0 end oontasted the d Armored Divigien whieh hed
rosd blecks at VOLKSRN them continwed wntil dark wmd went into ros‘tion with the
47th Armored Infmntry Battalfon gt Y3806, 95th Armored Fig)d Artill ery attalfon
at 18704, cen lodmllt X3%083, 10th Tank Bat qlion at SPRINGY gnd VOLKSEN,

The edjeetive for the next day wag to Seeure a sressing ever the LRINE
River mad them swing north to o Pesition just east of RANNOV'R, Again 1t wag do-
oided %0 uge two ool wmm g, .

At 830, 9 April, the 47th Armored Infeomtry Battalion Jumped orf, by
passed PoATTIYSEN zDBOO). ‘rove to the Nerth md gooured o orossing on the LXINg

at xalo.

$ 3400 {n ﬁ.uumumummno&nnauum-u
post at ll:l-x (X4212) whore he w1d Golenal MDXREEW gt hies miosion hed Vo

-u‘
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changsd and that COR was to drive on as rapidly as pessidle md secure a erossing
over the NL.BY River, Colonel ANIERSON {ssued erders 0 that effeet and s‘ated that

the 10th Tank Battalion would leed, :

Kemets of the ¢7th Armored Infantry Battalion withdrew from sesitions
in the vieinity of the BOCKMEN HOLZ FURTST (X4616) following the 10th Tank PMattalion
east in the gmeral direetion of PEINE (X7016). When the head of the 10th Tank
Battalion reached SCEYEICAELLT (X6413) they were fired on rom the vioinity of
IQUORT) (X6Z13). No losses were sustained smd the odlum moved on, After the lead-
ing oompamy hed passed, however, fire was arain received from the seme viginity,
Three Jaeger Panther tanks, 88mm gung on Mark V chassis, were see moving on the ,
ridge between EQUORI' emd SCHWFRCHELI T, The leading otmpemy of the 1M¢. Tank Battalion
was given orders to eontimue ite march while the support oo.manies were ordered to
mop up the position, At 2000 the lesding compmny reported it hed cut the autobahn
at X6620 amd hed kmooked out about twsnty Cermsn vehicles, Two copmnies that were
semt %o mop uwp the position in the roar knoored out one Panther at the orossroads
X621 4, foreed the erews to abamdor iwe othere then bdlew them up at Y5416 snd ceptured
intast aa Ameriemm M-20 reoomnaisseanee car. Tak destroyers recorted that they
Imoeked out a Jasger Panther ut X6441608, ™i¢ command buttoned up for the night of
910 Aprid, :

During the eourse of the night 5-10 April the burgomeister of PRINF¥ gone
tasted Lioutement Coloned TILI.IAY A, HAY-''RG emd offered v sirrender the towm wn-
oond{ tionally to the imericen forees. Colonel HAVBURG told him %0 go dack end orenare
the tem feor surrender by eollecting all fire-arms, placing ther ir the town square,
md gurrendering all German soldiers in the towm, The town was ot used for Germem
military movement during the night., All this was complied wi th end at O8N0, 10
April, the tows wie taken formally with 400 prissners sad three larre mi1i tary
hospitals,

That morning the nareh continued in the game formation, the 10th leeding,
As the lesding tank reached X713228 it weg knooked outg by hirh veloeity fire, The
half-tragk behind it was alsc hit and kmooked out, The tenk hetd-d 1t was hit dut
not damaged, Reeonraigsmoce md air diselosed that there were German tanks in the
ares, md {r the 'own of EDEMISSN (X7224). Alr worked over the town, flushed trree
Sanks end knoaked twe of them out. The tomn was enveloped maéd entered. ne Jaeger
Pather was fired on, it and abandoned by its orew It was then reptured intect
od destroyed. The comamnd gmtinued the mareh meating some resis' anoce all the wmy,
ramaing into rosd bleeks, on wp to FLTZ (X7281(, Trom there the colwm oontinued
north to the rosd intersestion at X7234 where more resis‘anee ws encountared,
The vositien was mopped wp snd four or five “azookamen and forty or fifty ri{r] emen
wore esptured, The columm then tumed eagt,

Every Belgimn prigcner said there were Germen tanks immecdintely ahead
all the time. PFresh tenk tracks could ¢ seen oonfirming these rencrts, The tir
Corps mocked eut a German tank at X7034, The oommend huttoned u- for the night
10-11 April with the 10th Tank Battalion at SEEHAUSEN,, ite artillery at X7734;
CCR Headquarters and the 47th Armored Infentry Battalior at MART U8EF (Y753F); the
95th Armored Field Artille ry Battalior was with the 10th, 95t% Arm-red T e1d
Artil: ery Battalion was with the 47th,

That night Colonel AV FR0ON deoided that the 10t» wo 11¢ move to GIFROSW
(X9:36' the following day, at which poist the 47th Armored Tnfa:try Battalion would
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pass through the 10th md take the leswi. The eomrand moved at 0%15 sn the moming
of the 11th, GIFHCRN vas reashed >y 1000, Three hundred prisoners were cer tured
there; the town did not offielally s..rrender Lut there was very l1ittle fi ~hting,

The 47th eneountered diffieul ty in doudling the column whe passing the 10th Tank
Battalion because of knocked cut and buming German vehicles on the roed, 7T gy were
usable %0 pet by the 10th until 1200, 11 April,

The 47th Armored Infantry Battalior s’ tacked at 1200, meving northeasts
in the gemeral direetion of FHRA (YO748). They wer: held p by a tank battle at
WS- %CK (Y9639) and two Germsn tanks were again kmocked out by firht-r bombaers
of our air oorrse.

At this time instrustiozs were reeeived from divigion that WITTINGEN ¢YO2¢3)
would be eleaned out 80 Lisutemart Col nel HAMBURG wag given the mies ~r of acoomy=
lighing this, The 10th deove Ju reeting hearvy resistance all the way, imsmerous
rosd blocks, defended by infentry tasocksmen. ‘hey lost one tank erd geveral in-

fantrymen,

During the night of 10-11 ipril at SEEHAUSEN, (37632), three Americemns
whe had been prieomers of the Gerasrs wsre ;icked up, ‘hey stated that they were
pars of a gzrowp of 1000 whe hed been working on the air field at “"SS™THR  (X8947)
md that a week ago the Germams had started ¢t march them 0 the east é¢ide of the
W AY River but they had slipped 0 t anc walked all the my te the Americsm treeps.
Thig air field at W*SSEXTORF was the hoavily defended field which the 10th Tenk Battale
fon emeowmtered now, Later aivilims renorted that the Cermsng destroyed all
plenes en the field as the Americmms spproached on the l1th, Tvideoe of this wag
seen wvhan the ewnamd moved “aek to the visinity of the airpoert, 285 April,

At 3000, 11 April, the heed of the 10th Tenk Bat alion column reaghed
WRSTFRHCLZ (X9148), the colum was fired on by a heavy eoneentration of Nebel=
werfers end rocketa from neardy pesitsicns, Thigse positions were fomd and eongider
able damage wag inflicted on the Kebelwerfer battalion in its withdrawhl,

At this time rerorts were reesived that the heed of the 47th Armored
Infantry Battalion hed reqched ROHRFSRG (Y2362), In order %o pre-emt hisz cawnemd
from being slit at darimess, Colonel AN! TRSOY ordered the 10th Teek Sattalion 0
withdraw from its rositions, follow the route ef the 47th Arwored Infantry Battalion
and close with them for the night, The 17¢h Tenk Battalion pulled back to the inter-
seation at CIFHORN, themee $0 RUHR' RG, '

At ROHRR G, the 37th Armore. Infantry Battalior ssptured the Lieutmart
"eneral Comtanding the YIth Germen Ceorps area. They also cap‘ured his staff headed
by a major reneral, the gecretaries and migtresses, oolonels (ochief's of sestions)
snd a large rrour of ¢ listed men, -hey were nerely driving dom the road, They
seid trat recon aissance :lanes had told them the Amerioan fOroes were not in the
areea md that thay bel {eved thay were driving on further north, Number of :risoners
for the day was oonside:ably better than a 1000, The nex! Jay they ware evacuated
in twenty truocks. There w.s one full tr.ck loal of officers, 4% of them, The
comand buttoned ur for the night of 11-12 April in the vioi- fty o€ ROHPITRG,

Colonel AMI'ZAS(N degided that the 47th wo :1¢ oontinue searheading the
drive on the next cay, The 47th left R0KHP FRO at 78X, 12 April, meeting resiste o~
in every towm, Fr m everv gide rosd throughout the day German vehioles sut into the
oclum, however nc “orranized® defenses were met at sy time during the day. L7[
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The eolumm left ROHRBRRG at 0830 and at 1200 it wag at DRUSF SAU (Y6780), The 47¢h
Armorel Infentry Battelion was etill leading, they made the 4C wile march n three
hours and ferty minutes snd took apcroximately 350 prigoners alone the way,

At TRUSYDRAU the oclwm was halted in order to olose it up and evacuate
the Jermen vehicles, and to give the men a chanoe to d0 some work om their tanks
after,this lmgthy march, A thirty minute dresk was taken there and ten Krqut
trusks were knooked out while the eolwm wag " ted,

At that tine informa‘ion was received that there mircht te a dridge intact
aeross the FLBE River and the eroesing et PITTENBIRG (Y7098)wae 0 b~ checked, The
4Tth Armored Mmfemtry Battalion was riven the mission of driving on to YTRPW (Yg8R))
ad recsmneitering the eressing over the river, If any bridces were irtsat they were
® seise them, : '

Memmwhile, the 10th Temk Battalion wags £iven the mission of driving north
through SFENAUSEN (Y7084) 4o capture the bridge st WITTNPERG, As soon ag the
head of the colwm of the 47th hit the STENT AL (YT953) =TI TTUBRRG highway their
progress was congideradly slowed by the siesdy traffig of German vehicles passing
in front of thems A resd bleck w-s set = om the hishway and the 47th drove on,
At 1400 the 474h reached WENTERMARY (Yé281), The eud plane reported that there were
B0 bridges acress the HE.BX in CCR's area exeert the ome at WITT™NR™RG, the 10th
Tank Battalion's ebjeetive, whioh was intacts Oolemel ANDFRTON {ggued orders )
the 4T%h %o withdrew from the river snd take up defense positions in ! NBBRIN (Y7278),

: The towmm of SEENAUSEN surrendered wmeonditionally to the 10th Terk Battal-
ion end a large awmder of primners were seized, Enough trucks were never avail-
able for evasuating the prissmers,

: - The veed frem SEFHAUSEN e WITTHENBERG was one geries of road bloeks end ‘he
10%h Tank Battalion fought through seven very heavily defemdod read blocks befere

it was able %0 bring direes fire on & the bridge at WITIRNETRG, As sden as 1%

was drought wder direet sk fire the Germans bl ow the dbridge. '

. As otem a¢ the dridre wme blem, Colomel ANTERZON fssued crders for the
10 Yk Battalion % withdraw o SEYHAUSKN, One Ssmpeny wag t0 0ome back to the
rear behind the artillery end -retest that Sreds All eommend pests exoept the 10th
Tk Battalisn were in DRESTAU, The 10tk was at BRRTSCN, The night 12-13 Mpril
was meven$ful,

Oompany "0° (marrief) hed ostadliched & roed btleock at Y6884, The firgt
Sing the aext meming two Gormeng on s mtereycle rode into the reed bloock from
e northwost, One was killed md eae wdel, The wwmded men stated that he hed
fArg (Y0088) at 1800 the
reetmnofi ter but he eculd find

Bowever & eiviliem was picked P during the mnming who gaid the prismers
b-:-“d Seress the ILOT and on the 12¢h they hed boem at ARTNDgER

foud as penels
th greas inseourasy
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with a pistol, "hen the obgerver saw that the Americens were under a very small
guard the pilot decided to lead, .

As he landed, some of the men rsm to the pilot and informed him that
the oub had been fired om by a Cerman 3§ offio-r who was in a barn naarby but that
he was unsble to fire at the vlane now becsuse nf the mass of Amerieans in the way.
He was t0ld by the Ameriosn sergesnt in charge of the men that there were spnrox-
imately 450 Americans there snd the Lisutenant piloting the rlane told him he would
bring helo imrediatelys

, Ae soom ne the oub hai rwdiced that the men had snslled out "T.3.A," the
married "C" Compauieg of the 10th Tark Battalien had been slerted mni were standing

by

Then the oub plane took off it was firet on arain. As soon as it radioed
fts information tack, the "married” "C” Companies, 10th Tenk Battalion, were ®old to
preceed with the rescus. The oudb plane meanwhila keaping them informed radioced the
"v* Compan'es that the Germans were lining the men up el ther for marching them some-
where or for shooting them, The resese was mede slmost immediately snd some 438
Americsns were pioked up in trucks and brought to the rear. Wemwhile all units of
the command ocontinued o piek up stray Am-ricsns who had drepned from the colum
on jts riarsh from WFSSENDCRF, The following day more then 600 of the original ¥600
were evacuates,.

Thie rroup of 1UOC hed begum & maroh from DANZIG in Jemuary t© work om
the TARRTNTCRF air field and hed arrived at the air field only a mont" or so age,
ap: roximately 156 Mareh. The Ueraans were able o work them only a month when they
hed to start them back Soward the east again baseause of the Amarioan drive,

The oammend reoceived ingtruotions v foree s brid-e erossing over ‘the BL"B
River the momning of the 1.th at first l1ight sbout 04%0, "lans were dram up for eroe:
{ng at SANDAT (Y9174) and HAVZLIERG (Y9378). The 1gt Battalion, 334th Infamtry,
84th Infentry Pivigion eomnamded by Majoer ALOEE PRTERS, end the 1st Battalion, 406th
Infantry,102d Infantry Divisien eomnanded by Lieuteamt Colonel SCNTT were attached,
The ©6th was to make the SANCAU attack smd the 334th to make the AAV"L*ERG atteek,

Cue to intellicence reports of the heavy resistance be expeeted on the
sast bank, higher ocsmmsnd cmncelled the operation at 2000 om the 14%h -f April, '

At 1400 om 15 Apri), COR was relieved frem nogitiens en the river and
given the mission of wmopping wp the ares in the viginity of WITTNATON (YO$63) end
the ares southeast thereef,

During the drive COR had esptured a Major Gemeral om leave with hie

ni gtreas in BOOCK (Y8673), He was a Najor General oemplete with eides mé migtress
end 1t was all dene in the Mo st DIOper mamner. T™e aidg came out on the road snd
stopped & tank, The sergeant frem Compmy 3, married, 47th Armored Infantry Battaliea
was sppreashed md the aide wanted %0 knew where hig commanding efficer was. The
sergeant imnediately disarmed hin sd took hin prigmer, The aide deran %o fear he
wag not going to aceomplich his mission md informed the sergemnt that hie purpoee
was to offer the surrender of Najor Omeral iperling, The surrender wag them executed

snd the rameral taken prissmer,

i
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Thie gmeral had overybedy aloamg, a oclcmel, o maj r, oook, mmd chauffeur,

On the 18th of April the command moved to the vieinity of #TYTFRFLD (3766
Gorneny with the mission of mepping wp its assigned area. OCR remained in the
vieinity of VINTERFEL wmtil the 18th of April - mesting only scattered resistamce

during the mopping up operatioms,

On the 183t of April, CCR moved to the vieinity of SALZ¥'D 1 (3078) Zarmany,
GP lecated at 341770, Mopping ur Operations were eomtinued and rod tlocks were
ostablighed, the 10th Tamk Battalion Just north of SALZW'TT,, the 47th or the south
in the vieinity of STA™ ENZXCK (X074),

At this time plens were heing drawn ur for en attack north to the "L 3K River.
The nission was to mep up the area oririnally in the GEritish Zone, CCR's boundary
om the left was a line approximately following the 20 north-soutr grid line, on the
right sprreximately the 40 north-south rri¢ line, CCA wag to attaok on the left of
COR emd the 244k Infantry Divigion wasg to attack oa the right,

CCA was at tho present time southwest of COR slemg the former Corps boumdary
oo COLONTL ANTCERSCF requested permigsion to delay his attack until CCA came abreast
of COR, This was to protect the command's exposed left flank, The regiest was

gramted,

GCA attacked north on the 20th of April, At this time COLONTL ANV FRSON
st clenmnts of 0/85 to reconneiter routes toward LUCHCW (3090), Fnemy rosd blooks
wore meomtered at 312880 amcd 3£288]1, inemy tanks smd infaniry flusheé snd h -
passed by CCA, were reported in the woods west of SALZVTT AL, The 10th Tank ®attalionm
00% v OP'p alomg the reilroad west cf the town,

On the 21st CC? waz ordered to attask, Ths enemy tenks aad infantry in
the woode west of SALZWIDA hed not bew clearned out so the Job was zive: to the
10%h Tank Battalion, In the meamtizme, the 47th Armored Infantry Battalicr wasg to push
on as far as LUCROW smd then await the advemce of the 10th. After LUCHO™ the ocommaend
wuld eemtinue in two eolumus, the 47th on the right, the 10th on the le ft, bowmdary
betwoen wmits, the J'BTIE River. CCR command rost wae to follow the 10th Tank
Battaliom,

A 1ime spproximately or the 56 esst-west grid lime was desimated as nhase
1ime "A%. Yhem the 10th and 47th roashed this line they were to ooil up end awalt
di oplacement of the artillery so it would be able to fire along the FLR® Riv.r at smy
point in CCR'y zome. The i7th attacked north at 1445 on the 2 at, route of advenoe;
the main SALZWWDTI L CHO™ 204, The 10th continued to aclean up the woolg W of SAL2TT oL,
~ The 47th first rst resistance at the rosd bloeck at 312870, Th's wag re=
dused emd the 47th moved on teward LUCHO®, Ag the column spproached the town, heevy
aobel werfor fire was received from a patch of woods at 3691, IMines were alrc en~
eountered whieh had to be removed as the colum r~roceeded.

The 47th was now practica:ly out of redic ocomtact 80 CCR ocomrmand pogt
was moved forward alemg the road nerth of SALZSIDFL, The 10th Tank Fattalic: was
%11l mepping uv the woods to the west. Fnemy tanks, infeatry ¢ -ctor trarmort
wre bdeing mecuntered, ’

The ocomnamd hutfad up at 2100, CCR comrand noet emd the 47th hsadquarters
at LUBEOW (3284); the married "B" compamies at SAASY (3] B)} the 104k resdquarters /‘)

\




(orser, Bapers atver B \mnM' VR, B 4D, Sem¥d) -

et SASEDE; ad the married “A° conpenies ;ad "C" companties west of MLIWER., During
%o day the 100 Tk Battelien hetd Inceked out 9 meny tmks (leng bdarvel od 75's e
Ssoshodlovakin Ghaoslie), 3 armerei vehiclen, 1 Volkpmugen eaf 12 trucks, %otal awmber
of prissmers optured by the 10th md ¢Tth dwring he day wme 300,

AS 0048 en Whe thad of April the 100 Tank Dattalien meved out in the
directien of LWV in Vw0 cclums, “C" companies via SHEDE (2200) emd LUCKAV (2386),
“A® esmpmies via IMIRTI (2679) snd WUSTROW (378€). At POLOOW (2787) the twe cclums
Joined ot wiich Sne "C" compmies tesk the leat into LUCIDR, Vo resiotemes wmas ene
oombered, LUCE ¥ surrendered wioediditienally mnd the 10 mé 47T4h prececied morth,
%o 100 . the 1efy, the ¢T0h m the right, OCR cemmmmd pest fellowing the 10th,

A8 1084 the leoft cadlum reashed phrge line "A" b 2350067, W right o lum
hd r@ inte o dofended mine fleld 2t SEERAV (518050) whioh was Deing sopped '3,
AS 1148 t%he 474%h al oo reached phase 1ine "A" at 514635, Doth cdlwms were now halbed
ad wre amaiting digplasenmt forvard of the ardiller:, ‘eoomnsissmoe wms being
nade W %he freat ad the srea mas being cleared eu the fimks, Wy 20bclwerfer md
Mgh veloel ¢y fire were ooning :in,

' Gslenel NANFERG requested permissien to meve hig left eslwmn forwsrd ag
sar as JANILY (349°). Request was granted and the move wag aseomplished,

As eten as the artillery was in pesiticn the %we eolums -uzhed s, weoting
heavier resistmes all the way. The coluns were esmverging on LAN'TEMERG (2006),

o narrisd “B" Compmies -2 the right met continueus heavy resistmmes s
et LOMY (5100). The reed was emalised by o net-work of gmall esnals md the m-_;v"-w:{f;,ﬁl

:z‘m dofamded by o large grow of Hitler Youlh whe wore exeselingly stubdomend ' o
die fighting rather thm surrender. The 47th's lesses were great, msly from
;iper fire. .

By derk the 474h hed reached NEBNYNSTHDY (2708), the 10th was on the southe
vestem oubskirts of PANITRG  Both eotlwms heri i {1t very heavy rosi stan oo,
The oammd buttaned wp for the'night, CCR conmand post and the 104k heefiguarters
at SENAAFEADSE (2402), 47th at NRBWWSTIOT, -

Duriag the night 23-23 ipril, all muiledle artillery was put en DA WEWRG
wd on forry sites sleng the ILBZ RIVER 1in COR's scme. It hed boen loarmed thet the
TRES were ferrying troeps from the far t0 the near side

AS 0730 em the 23rd DANNINIRRG put W the wvhite flag md demets of beth
cdlums entered the town, "eports wers redeived that the Germens were ferrying asress
the river at DONITE (3810) e0 70T artil) ery was plased ea that lecation,

During the day COR acsepted the surrender of meny mmell comewmities in 4he
vieinity md COA was esntacted an the left. The mtire aren was being mepped wp by
the 10%h sd 47¢h. Yo orgmised resistence was smeowm Sered during the doy dut mmy
prissaers md vehieles were saptured,

On the previous day, the 10tk Tk Battalion hai egptured a V-l essemdling

Plmt. The V-1's in the plamt wore of s new type in that they hel & soekpi® whieh
oarried eme men as pileote. This wms reperted % higher hosfquarters md a guard was

placet o e plant,
— A
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LACERTORY (7050),

-l

e s e

. ar- “1vision hed woved v @nd was to ralieve CCR momotine
The resh Infma On the rer ing of the 24th the 10th Tenk Batteli~-n moved

»:':ha“a:-o vie ”: ot LUCECW, battalion hesdquarters at 3 3%, (3298, ’C2% command
/Sored Infentry Battalion sud the 95t amd 395%n Arm ol F aléd

the 47 :
:;:&lm R.efalions remained in place,

9ril, CCR was relieved the 204" Imfantry I'ivision,
of 4R, 0STNG'Y (08588) Germemy, OOR oommand rost at

OR, OSINGES, 10%h (wmmarrief) at "'ANXTNIBUTT™L (9464) and the 47th ('mmarried) at
The movesant was al 80 exnouted in wmrarried formation, The 9%th

695th Armered Pield Artillery Battalions, C/85, C/628 wnd (/22 were detached from
befars the move,
CCR's new missior was to establich roed blocks, guard insthl]ations wnd
eoree and comtrol oivilimms,
The eomusnd remaired in the vicinity of GK., CSINGIN for the »ameinder of
he momth of April.

Or the 25th of The
someené moved 0 the vieini!

E wom

attached to Hq oc - o oprii April, Hq &« Hq Co 84
v e o ::n, 5} :ﬁ“;?"’éf ’; Lviston amd ag suon iy, rm:?;:;d u?"’"‘" wae
.‘ Co OOR, q 3 P o8 Hq Co sd Armor ed p ® psried w1}




