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REPOR? AFTER ACTION AGAINST ENEMY - AUGUST 1944

CAMPAIGNs Western .urope.

LOSSES IN ACTION:

Re

be

Personnel s

© Killed in Action

Seriously Wounded in Action
Lightly Jdounded in Action
Seriously Injured in 4ction
Li htly Injured in Action
Liissing in Action
Total
Vehicular:
Type
Car, Armored, Light 18
Carr., Ltr, 75mm How., .6
Carr., Mtr, 105mm How., .i7
Carrier, Fers, ¥/7, L3 . .:3Al
Tank, Lisht ..5Al
Tank, led., :4, M4Al, 14A3,w /75
Tank, Med, Li4,A3 W/76
Tenk, led, ir, w/105mm .cw
Trailer, Amm, l0
Truck 1/4 ton, 4x4
Truck, 2, ton, 6x6, Car;o
Trailer, 1 ton, Caryo
Vehicle, Tank Recovery, L32
Total

AMMUNITICK wXPZliDIURSS AND LOSSES:

Type

Carbine

Cale
G&lo
Cal.

«30
45
«50

60mm
8 Imm
3 Tmam
5Tmm

7 &mam

S

Tomm now
78mm
o4 "

Officers Bl Totel G - EI
T 14 11T 0T
1& 151 1€9
11 286 287
0] 14 14
7 69 T
1 24 20
T 855 766
Destroyed or Abandoned  Lvocheusd
T -t
1
3 1
17 g
S 7
2 1G
1
1
3
37 12
4
13 1
1
72 i
txpended loss due to Zremy Acticn
6880 1255
1732614 605250
233945 47430
114030 18350
1242
471 20
2302 1185
2ce
€502 20 3¢
4 BN

Nt
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S+ 155mm gwm : ' .27 ,
‘Gremade, hand 5717 2145
Grensde, rifle 421
Rocket AT 1278 150
Signels 57
Mines AT 120
Total Tonnage 728425 —BZ.99

4. COMMANDERS (Beginning of Period)s.

On 1 August 1944 units of the Division Were commanded by the following
named officerss

5th Armd Div - MAJ GEN LUNSFORD E OLIVER, 03536, USA
Combat Comd "A", 5th Armd Div ~- BRIG GEN EUGENE REGNIER, 08295, USA
Hq & Hq Co, Combat Comd "A" - CAPT KARL W ROTH, 01010340, INF
Combat Comd "B", 5th Armd Div - COL JOHN T COLE, 05256, CAV
Hq & Hq Co, Combat Comd "B" - CAPT JO& W PERRY, 01012397, INF
5th Armd Div Arty - COL DOUGLAS J PAGE, 04495, FA
Hq & Hq Btry, 5th Armd Div Arty - CAPT NORMAN W CUSICK, 0466787, FA
Reserve Command, 5th Armd Div ~ COL GLEN H ANDERSON, 08632, INF
Hq Co, 65th Armd Div - CAPT LARRY H GREENNOOD, 01283065, INF
Hq\6tb Armd Div Tns - LT COL GLENN G DICEKENSON, 0197385, GAV
Hq Ce 5th Armd Div.Tns - CAPT JAMES R BAGWELL, 01011081, CAV
MP Platoan, 5th Armd Div - MAJ ALEXANDER T NELSEN, 0335298, CAV
145th Armd 8ig Co = 18T LT GLENN A WELDR, 0453447, S0
85th Uav Ron 3q Mecz -~ LT COL KENT FAY, 0286301, CAV
. 10th Tank Bn ~ LT COL WILLIAM A HAMBERG, 0252156, INF
~ 34th-TREK Bn - LT COL YHOMAS B BARTEL, 022019, CAV
T COL LE ROY H ANDERSON, 0239452, INF
- LT COL JOHN S WINTERMUTE, JR, 022039, INF
2 = MAJ LIAM H BURTON, 0366028, INF
- LT OOL HOWARD B BOYER, 0218680, INF
. 47% 'Bn - LT COL JOFAN B ROSENZWEIG, 0246291, FA
. Tist Armd FA Bn ~ LT COL ISRARL :B WASHBURN, 0235387,.8
. 96th Armd FA Bn - LT ‘COL JAMBS W MC NEER, 0223703, P,
224 prmd Bngr Bn - LT COL FRED E RESSEGIRU, 020675, OR %
127th Ord Maint Bn - MAJOR ROLAND § BIBRSACH, 0318269, 0 '

T#h Med Ba, Arud - LT COL BENJAMIN H BADER, 0372570, MO
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" dhe Sth Armored Division, assigned. to the Third U.8. Arsy gnd u&}ﬁ!w{n -
XX Corps, landed at UTAH BEACH end Wes assembled in biveuss- 4m'the vicinity of
8T SAUVEUR LE VICOMPTE in NORMAM Vm; Ahs peried 26-31 July 1944.-
N 2 LT A Co e

At 0955, 1 August 1944 be Divis 102 Yar atbeobhd to WXV Cerps. An oral

novament order was issued by M .Jeasanding denersl: for the Division to assemhle
with the Division OP in the vicinity of LA FEBUILLIZ. e move was started a' (00 ,
1 August endioampleted by 1000, 2 Au-ust. :




At 1100, 2

MENAT erders were el . o 3 aotian b
The .\:' R ASREPA RN ® 5 3

ol

RES,

% nno ;’vg.génity 8 ‘WAF end “BT GEORGE for fwurther saotione.

-7 7 Mo Qemmending General issued orders te the Major Commands to drive south
with all pessible speed on two routes and to cepture FOUGERES. Order of marchs
Eest Routes - GGCB and OCR; West Roubtes - CCA, Division Headquarters, Division
Iroops; Division Trains te remain in viocinity of MINEVILLE. The movement was

started at 14_30,’ 2 August 1944, by the 85th Cav Ron 8q, Meos.

Upon dsparture from initial concentration ares duffel ‘bags and baggage were
left in open storage in the vicinity of ST SAVEUR LE VICOMTB with a Warrant Officer
and twelve men of the Band as a guard detachment and caretaking detail. Latrine
soreens, truck tops and extra tentage were utilized to cover this baggage. In
anticipation of battle casualties bass were systematiocally arranged to insuru
repid and eas8y access to baggage of any individual. :

The march of the Division was made difficult-by cross traffic of troops of
the XX Corps moving Bast into the First Army zone. Control was very difficult a#* i
many points. Columns were cut and held up for so long, at times, that the Division
CP coull not keep radio oontact with the heads of the Gombat Commands.

Elements of the 8§3th Cav Ron Sq nade first contact with the enemy, in tle
vicinity of the line ST ELLIER - FOUGERuS. Lnemy vehicles were pursued Ty o Jroop
patrols at 0850, and small arms fire was sncountered Bast of this line atv 093C.
Five prisoners were taken. . Civilian reports and recennaissance indicasted that the
enemy was falling back rapidly in a disorganized retreat, without attempting to
erect defenses or to establish road blocks or strong points.

At 0320, 3 Auzust a message Was received from XV corps to halt movement wntil
further orders. Combat Comnands and the Recomnaissance 3quadron wers ordered to
clear roads, bivouac in adjacent fields, and await orders. Ey this time the
Reconnaissance Squadron Was well South and in contact with some light enemy resist-
ence along the lines A Troop at LES VIEUVILLES, B Troop at LE PERHANDIER, C Troop
at MALVAL DES BOIS. CCA Was between ST DENIS and DUCEY. CCB was between ST D& IS
and SEE RIVERe CCR and Division Troops were im vicinity of ST DENIS. The Division
was attacked at various times dwring the night 2-3 August by enemy air. 4All
attacks were light.

At 0820, 3 August, the Commanding General departed for Headquarters, rhird
sy and returned at 1015 with instructions for continuing the action. The
uslvision wWas to occwpy positions in Jorps reserve with the leading Combat Cormand
2T LA CHAPEL URSE between roads GC 5 and GC 47, the socond Combat Command at ST
JAITS, wnd the remainder of the Division between the two Combat Commands.

The 79th Infontry Ulvision ceptured FOUGERES on this day,

At 0385, & Ausust 1944, CCA had first contact witl: the crem- w .o » o
survice Company of the 40th Armd Infaiirs Pahtelicn o | e : S .
1o casualties wer. " furod. AL L2 o, oA, s
Jortoal Qommeards ir vrosent Hcoiiluny - PR _ .
South ol Sululiu AVmR; Divisicn Jraics to moe . v 1rinity ol 5L JaMas;

naissance to start patrol of line VITRY -~ LAVAL - LAYE &, contact

being
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Hgat 1944, Hq 5tthrmd Div, cont'd)
, Aen on laft.’
sigmted line encountgréng small

lemimts wiioh were mllynoppnd up. Enemy aviation was active during
3d ovening hours, strafing ocelumns by day when allied fighter cover was

stressed & absence of transportation with enemy straggler groups which were
nlgviag,ut aight along roads towards LAVAL and DOMFRONT.

On 4 Angust a directive was received from XV Corps to furnish one hundred
trucks immediately to help motorize elements of the 79th and 90th Divisions.
Asgurance wes given that no movement of the Division would be ordered until these
vehieles had returned. Fuel and lubricant trucks of the unit combat trains were
dumped to provide this detail.

At 0730, 5 Amgust, orders were received from XV Corps stating that the Corys
mission was to seocwse orossings of the WMAYENNE RIVER from LAVAL to MAYENNZ. [ue
Division's mission was to advance, echeloned to the right rear of the 79th .Infantry
Division, prepared to support the attack of the assaulting divisions; to extend
the front to CHATEAU-GONTIER or extend Corps front as far South as ALGERS.

By 1600, 6 Aug, units were encountaring scattered roadblocks and defensive
positions, cevering small retreating enemy groupse Tanks and artillery were
reported by olvilian sources but were not encountered by owr troops. The Division
on this date had taken 80 PW's, identifications beings 5th Prcht Div, 2nd SS Pz
Div, 266th Inf Div, 17th SS Pz Gren Div, 918t Inf Div, 319th Inf Div aad sca‘tersd
servioe wnits. Bivouac areas were again strafed and bombed by enemy aircraft with
sane casualties,

The Division prepered to move on 6 August, using main route 37 JAZ3 -
FOUGERES = VITRE. However, the 100 trucks hed not returrned from their detail
with the two infantry divisionse On the night of 5 August the 3912th Q. Truck
Co was attached and ordered immediately to fill trucls with gasoline at the army
Cl III Trkhd and join the column at ST JAMAES the rnext morninge. Gasoline was no%
made available at the Trkhd in sufficient time tc permit the Company to carry out
orders. AS a result of our movement this information was not received wntil Div
Hq8 haed reachéd VI'RE. An officer was sent back to locate the Truck Company and
to lead the gasoline train forward. Due to delay in the loading of trucks at the
Trkhd and traeffio congestion at ST JAMES and FOUGERES, these vehicles did not reach
the combat elements in time to pormit refueling of combat vehicles wmtil the early
morning hours of 7 Auguste.

At 1430, 6 pugust, orders were received to push forward repidly on LE KANS:
by all possible routes in Corps Zone that would not interfere with advance of the
79th Irf Div. The advance Was to be made as follows: CCA to cross the AV
RIVER in the vicirity of CHATEAU GONTIER, to proceed East on the axis CHATSAU
GONTIER - GREZ EX BUUFRE - BOUBSSY - CHANTENAY - CHSMIRE L3 GAUDII - LE IAls, *.
stay North of SARTHE RIVER, Ssieze and hold LE L’AI‘S, to block all meuement of o a v
to South and Egst; CCBE to cross the MAYENIE at CULSAY, “rocced movrs o0 o is
VILLIZR = CHARLELUAGIA =~ LuolAY = SonVilLls = LOVS =~ 0w = 50 0
vod to follow CCA; Division neadyimrters, L viol o - ,

A

‘38.:MM*s ‘and 16 enemy dead Were reperted by the Division, Civilian reports



Joiwow o pxis ol 33%e 11w li~ht enemy resictarcs was met aud the d(IV[LDCG was rapide.
S A o arrach Yt fhe o Tl Al Thers sono o roslstoase Wosd met s The ';'r*ﬁje

feee Lozt Ul et ool Tint resicuance and at 15C0 had I‘6<;.Che<.s wne UOWL
ol JmLuf. CCA at 1800 had rbachad LAIGNE af ter by-pa.ssmg a blown bridze at CRACN,
The Divis.on CP was in the vicinity of COSSE LE VIVIEN. By 2200 CCB was in HOUSSAYe.
The bridge at HOUSSAY was taken intact by CCB and its columns were crossing at 0005,
7 August. However, lack of fuel resulted in the halting and bivouacking of the
column; the major position of CCB on East side of river, Division CP on West side
in the vicinity of HOUSSAY.

In the meantime, the organic fuel and lubricant trucks had been released from
their detall with the 79th and 90th Division. They returned tc their old areas,
picked up dumped loads and joined their parent organizations about 0530, 7 August.
An additional 100,000 gallons of gasoline was moved by Third Army to COSSE LE VIVIEN -
on trucks which arrived 070700. This was moved across the MAYENNE RIVER in the
vicinity of VILLIERS C:iAMFAGNE where a Division Class III Dump was established
under the control of the assistent Division Quartermastere. A platoon of Engineers
was left as a security detachment until the Civil Affairs Section could secure a
sufficient number of FFI to provide adequate guard for the Dump. Cammunication
was maintained with Division thru the SCR 399 radio of the Division Quartermaster
station in the Admimstrative Net. .

Prior to cros sing the MAYENNR one platoom of the attached Quartermaster Truck
Company was attached to each of the three combat commands to carry a fuel reserve.
This was deemed necessary due to the wnocertainty of being eble to maintein supply
points at a reasonable distance behind sn Armored Division operating on an
oxploitation mission deep in eneamy held territorye. This plan proved to be sound
in subsequent operations throughout FRANCE where distances between supply points
and the using elements were habitually abnormele

With the arrival of fuel at 0530 en the morning of 7 August the units of CCB
were ready to push on within a half hour. .

The resistande in front of CCA at CHATRAU GONTIER proved to b%e about one
company, reinferoed. The bridge was repaired and orossing started at 0700. &fnemy
resistance was much less at this time and by 1100 CCA was in GREN BOUERE and CCB
was at. MESLAY. The advance of the Division centinued throughout the day and night
of 7 Angu'b. ;gl:lmt enemy dﬁaying actions on both colums.

nd xv w ordor for the advmce from the MAYENNE RIVER to LE MANS designated
a ‘sone ‘of advambe for the Sth Armdred Division and fer the '79th and 90th Infantry
Divisions, whe Were to shuttle. ‘The 5th Armored Division, was given permission to
use any routes in the Gorps Zone providing the advence of the infantry divisions
was not m The. eriginal Division plan was fur GCB to out Nartheast shead
of the F9th 9ath Iafantry Divisions and by passing on the West side of LE MANS
to meve %o -the North and Best of the oity to p nt escape of the ememy gherefram
; ol Haste mvu te sapproasch oity from the South and Southwest
pﬁgpo of'my therefrom to Raat md South. The 7%“%
; wer 'Mk tho city ﬁm the West.
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siadry Division moved via a route which entered the Sth .umored Divis.ow w-.i€e and
so conflioted with the advance of CCB that it was necessary to completely re-route
both CCA and CCB by shifting to the South. Fortunately the road net peruitted.
dowever, this also necessitated a complete chan;® in the tactical nlan for t

containment of LE 17ANS, as is snown below,

‘he enemy was using AA wnits for scattered Al positions, two iark IV Janks
were imcoied cut by our troops. Snipers continued to annoy our columns but with
little effect. A moderste nimber of tanks and sonc artillerv were reported b

civiliens as retreatinr; toward LAVAL. (n this date 55 F's and 2 evemy 1illed
ore r‘nporredo soring this period cornsiderable ifTiculty was exp e‘r’en(,cd sy
adty of ¢ Pivisioun, helow major bO'mLa.:‘ldS, due tc the lack of oneratioral maps.

p to t}"lS sime they had bsen using lichelin road naps, wngridded. lio other

rnaps were available.

Reconnaissance by 8 Auzust was natrolling North and wast of LE LALS alon;
line BOW BTABLE - BOULOKL - TRE5ZCNYe L LIALS Was being used as a stra ;;lor
point by the edemy, whio there reor anizcd men into brov1510nal wits for delaying:
actions. Seome artillery was encowuntercd tut was of lituvle ConsSequence . Vorbu+
aviation lessened its activities on “oth 7 and 8 jujuste Demoliticns by the
enemy were e ins carried out in La A5 and HAIGHD.

At 080900 the Division was adv aincing on L& MANS with hesds of columns —hree :
kilometers from their objectives CCA and CCB both crossed the SARMIE RIVax scut:
of the city; CCA swung in a wide arc Zust of and around the city and took a '
position North and liortheast of the city fram the river to the main LE MgS -

FARIS roed; CCB took position South and Southeast of the city, covering the

section between CCA and a point midwey, to the river; CCR took position irmediately
Scuth of the city coverins the section between CCB end the river. The Division CP
located five kilometers Southeast of LE LAISe. All exits from LE !'ANS were closed

by 082300. Units were instructed to make all possible preparations for a further

move, possibly to North and Easte ;

Our casualties were lisnt throushout this operation. 3ix enemy tanks were
destroyed in various engajements wast of LE MANS and enemy infantry activity
had considerably increased. Znemy killed were reported for this date as 50, PA's
200.

At 0400, 9 Auzust, orders were received from XV Corps to reconnoiter line
ST MARTIN DES MONTES =~ COSME DE VAIR -~ COURGAINS =- FRESNAY SUR SARTHE, prepared
to advance to North and to protect East flank of the Corpse. At 1940, 9 Auvust,
the Division was given the mission of seizin7 and holding the crossings of the
ORNE RIVER between MONCE and STE JAMME, and to reconmoiter to line NOGENT LE
ROTROU = LORTAGNE ~-. ALENCON.

During the consolidation in the LE MANS area normal maintenance and evac-
uation was accomplished and basic loads of most items were reconstituted. Diosel
fuel end /P amaunition were in short supply and neared the coritical point. hore

was some delay in providing adequate stocks of (€l I, III and Toswp, 1 los At hne
Army Dumps lortheast of LE MANS but reserves carricd b ool o e
to provide for such continyenciese
: Do -
3 S b CI 3
»'.P""”T-(-.,:;
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At 0300, 10 August, information was received that XV Jorps would aviaci ab
0800, 10 % ling. QEES - QLEROUGR, W Jivision was to attack in

- the BuslINRG Wil ¥a Feeuih frmored Division on the left. The Division crossed
the line of departure at 0800 with CCA on the left and GCR on the right, and at
1100 both columns were meeting sirong armored and artillery resistance. Some

50 enemy tanks were active and several counterattacks were repulsed in securing the
river orossings. Hostile e)ements identified were portions of 708th Inf Div on
the left, 9th Pz Div in center, and 130th Pz Lehr Div on the rizht. AT units were
found at road junctions and critical points. © tanks and 2 armored cars were
destroyed on 10 August, with 84 enemy dead and 116 P:'s, Lorgle of the enemy wans
reported by IPW teams as somewhat better and greater resistance was noticed in
enemy positions. ‘Weather continued warm and drye

By 1700 ell elements of CCA had pushed North of the river and the situstion
Was more favorable in its sector. By nizhtfall 10 Au.ust CCA had contacted strong
tank forces in vicinity of LORROLLES snd CCR was in contact with the eremy in
vicinity of MAMERS. fhe enemy had been steadily Withdrawing before our pressure
all day. Both Combat Commands remained in position for the nisht with instructions
to continue the attaclk at 0700, 11 August on the seme objective with same axis
of advance, JCA to by-pass the town of LIOROLLES and CCR to by-pass LALxRS. .ne
79th Infantry Division wWas to take the towns. Reconnaissance was to stay forward
and ors the Dlanks,

It was -boring this duy's action that the Division eéxperienced its I'irct
locs wmon; battalion commanders. Lt Col Johr. § Yintormute, or, Commandi a7 Off'icer
of 15th Armd Inf Bn, anr elanent of «C3, Was seriousl-r weunded in actior e
evacuateds. Iiajor foneyr giorlando, sau olion #mxec tive Ol fizer, 15tk ired Inf
1, assumed command.

Mhe advance of the Jivision was nuch slower during 11 Awust dus to eneny
road-blocks and armor. Dit*er resistance Was encountered at some road tlocls,
and the rear juard acticu of the eremy continueds Concentrated firc from 105
and 150mm artillery hewitzers was roporied for the 7irst tiues pgdvanco

rocenrnaissance had rogchcd line 3outhwest coriier POLLY DE FuilhISND - aan -
300l BE = R0ZITY IE ROILLU - Zast urownd FOoad O& FAS8IGNA - lorthesst A

Yg BEILELG = Jorth to JRLd AY - RV CHALES - LAUVES e

the Division nlan contem-lated ciat Jua should cass throush the FORL Ja

RSCi0NE ard directly lourth to the obiectivo. Iv7criatiown indicatod thue tl.e

LoDLIUNY aX ¥ o
enemy held the FOREY in some sirengt. and that i* vias & tauk trepe  CCA Was,
therefore, ordered to by-pass the ORST to ths _sst and to push on to the lorth.
rurther information wWas received thet tlie 0] was +o e Tenpsd with 211 Lenvs
o the Tollowing dey, wut tho Yoohin was sihse bl canicallade.

Ci P a N U R T o [N B . e LI . e o e
AV 180C JUX's coluw wos of La.us Liva and CUA Wae SuS Sl YU thie oo .
Sedes Twmon Psaa s a UL lad bhe pplearancs ol eLA S an ey tra, e
H . . Dt s S e S oy bt AT Y
W Uil . N S N S R R VI woutinn oo LAl L A
. LT L wriacnea o othe Divison
: s8Nt ooveresioo sy oo
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(Lotter, Report AfCor Acul o Agai.xt Enunmy -

At 1545 orders: werae received giving a new objoctive and at 221c s ur o oo

oo ‘ el MAMRES to prepare plans for new advance. The

& bl o Wel given ission of ocontinuing on to ARGENTAN, to cut all corruwiicu:.

| to North, and to help olose the "ARGENTAN - FALAISE GAP". The Division. Ar=iliory

|  was ordered to have fires prepared to catch onemy trying tv et out to the must.
CCA We8 to cut communications to Northwest, CCR to lcrtucast, and CCB to fill in
the zap to South and East. At this time the head of CCR's colum was in contact
with the enemy in vicinity SEES, and CCA was iorth of the FORmI DE PLRS&IIlE.

The resistance in front of CZA cu the worning of 12 August Waes very 1i %,
CCA having turned in the direction of $gZxi *to velieve the pressure on CU%. (.2
town of SEES was taken by the combination of CCA - CCR at 1000 and the advance
continued to the Liorth. The Division CP was in vicinity of LiS LL3LE at this
time. The advance of the Division wis iield to a slow pace until noons. 2y
afternoon *the main lire ol c: *'w., wpo orth of FORET DE BilLliis - 5i VUVmA D&
‘ DINVOV = GuULanlas su ;,'A;{ﬁu.-, -~ lorsh ol Lwin[REBe [he enemy continued withdruwin ,
i attenpting to evacuate troops to =v:wAUX, DRAUX and BERIAYe Armored [forces
; sppeared in sreater numbers in sun cifort to stop tue advence, az muny as 20C to 1
being reported in the .eneral arca. .Jociss replaced AT at some roadhlocls, snewin
more tenacious defensive tacticse.

i

i

| support frem cur Alr Forces nuterially assistoed in realilsa; erd vedooonis o)

! the rapid rae ol acdvauce. At 1440 O cul the railroad ot LAULUILLG and oo 1077

; was advancing on GACE. Uthe Division Jr abt tais +J’:me was in the vicinity <0 L.

| By 1700 CCR had the railrosd cut a% wi additional point and had reedslocks cul
the Northwest on iighway N 24. (he 1llu. Jank In, d*.r::;;cin;; on tne towvi . L.lad,

; ran into e well defended mine fileld in vicinity ol ilC.awle mnomy sppewrc. .

{ consicerable numbers, with several tarli to Horth end Rust of 40 Ag looe av

! Lead of CCA Was ab LOILasse 5y 2000 JCa wos five nidlles sSoass ol AdLalllinll ~us

was wnable to carry out tho atbtack due wo the la,b.f ol uhels Durinothe o Lariois
and early eveninz a column of a corves comrand o the 2d rrench Arwcred Jivision
blocked the supply route throush 3z88e Szuud Was sone I'ive kilometers Hast or t.‘a
boundary betwesn the 2d irench Armored Division and the 5th Armored oivieloen ioiwla
Refueling of CCA was delered six hours by this conflicting treflice. Conseruentl:

5

UCA'Ss attack towards ar jentan was not launched ‘til Just helore derit et Voo
stopped short of the tovn by daranesse During the ni hI ratrols did enter the
towne

uasualtles of the emewny this daw.e were; 1lled ’\1, septured 362
destroyeds 70 tanks, tov niscellencous rmotor velicles, 2 zrmered cars,
of artillerye. Units identifisd tarou h Pd interroations 2d 35 r2 Div, Lo
rrceht Div, 9th Fz Div, ©th Su Pz Ulv, 10ch 38 Pz Div, lith 38 Fz Biv, 17ta oo
Bz iGren Dlv, ISOtn Pz Lehr Div, and scauvtared service and GnQ aniitce Tusstlod

irdicaked that loilviduals en leave or returnin; Jrom hospituls were tvandedtue
| in tempor.ry "*;g;*_ons, no ngtter w.gt *leir proser vnits.

: o A entane It med o
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At 1200, CCA was reinforced by the attachment of the §39%h [arlk Lesiro ver
Battalion and Reconraissance was started with a view to = ing arocucd the town.

At thic point orders were chan ed sxud rechun ede  Corps crdervy the chs
of ARGENTAN be taken. Alter tiie attack was ajain Started by CCA, this order was
coumnternandeds Orders were als» recuivewn to suad g combat ¢omnand U the AWDIIAL
FALAISE Hichway in en attempt to Joir ... Jenaediens in the viocid ty ol FALAISH.
fhis plan also was chaned befor. ir could v rut inte effect. Tho Division was
then ordered to i'ollow g plan as 7vilows: e 24 Froench Armered Diviciosr would
relieve COA at ARGENTANe CCA Was tu ¢ -t in%o osition Southwest ol AR ONIJ40; Gl
which had put irn additional ruadbleeks at AGAISE, to remain in position on road-
blocks, veiny siven the 165th armd infantry 2n from CCB to pedbri this mission;
CC3 to move into position jus< lorui or 3ulS. The necessary moves to put this
plan into effect were accomplished on 13 ju-wuste The Division was ordered to
perform as much maintonance as possible and et ready for further mcvemente

At 0500, 14 Au-ust, orders vere received to withdraw gll patrols from AxTa 04l
and shell the towne In the jap ..orth o AGITAN the enemy continued to pour
throuch under our heavy air attacks, scampting to escape from the ;ap. The
artillery concentration was bejun at 0620. uUrders were received gt 0800 to wit.draw
CCA from its holding mission South of ARGENTAV and move it Bast of the railroad
to the vicinity of ALMENAGHSS. This was accomplished without delay. Duriu. the
morning of 14 August, CCB repulsed a harrassing attack by ten enemy tanks. At
this time enemy disorganization became seneral throughout the entire area. Golwws
of various sizes, from three to fifty venicles, wers reported in all sections of
the Division Zone as well as in the zones of other friendly divisions. T[he onl:s
known major wit facing us at the time of withdrawal was the 33lst German L. D.v,
which was holding North half of sector Zast of NOULIKS - PLANCHES line. CQur air
Force was actively engaged in bombing and strafing. it 103C a colum o enemy
foot troops and tanks was bombed betwsen the CF of the S5th Armored Division and
the CP of the 79th Infantry Division (vicinity of LE LESL&S). [wo enemy tauks
were destroyed at ST HILAIRE. &Enemy casualties resulting from the Division's
action were 410 PW's, 215 killed; 1 tank and 6 motor vehicles destroyed, and 3
armored cers and 16 trucks captwred.

Colonel Gustin M Nelson, who had been serving as Executive Officer of oC:
returned to his former command, Headquarters, Division Trains, taking over 1.
Lt Colonel Dickensons

At 2240 our wnits were alerted for movement early 15 Aurust. Jho Divicion's
new mission was to prooeed East, sieze line of SEINE RIVER between AmUL gl 82
VERNON. Formations two Combat Commands abtreast, CCB on the ri zht, CCR on taa
left; CCA in reserve; both CCB and CCR'marched in two columns. The Division
Headquarters, Division Troops and Division Trains followed CCB in the rizht zone
with CCA following CCR in the left zone.

On 15 August the enemy front line was in the vicinity of DREUX with iscluw o
strong points in the bend formed by the junction of the AVRE, EURZ end SLi .
RIVERS along a general line with a salient facing directly i <. .

Our attaoks wes to bve in the direction of the EUiws . i... . -
DREUX to the North and Southe olcmonts of lst .3 7o 0 . .. .
- g -
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wer oo ddiotifisd moar DOLUX e oo conesniration c;‘ "-vrl'.s, InTectry aud sanillery was
ool ut il o allore iionts of 35lst Infaanlry Jdivisiow and elenents ol
1172%n pz2 Livizion werc ruported in addition to tne other twe reanzer Adivisionse

Z)“rin’ the day (15th) the 90th Infautry Division relicved the Divisicn in
ihe WGRTPAY - GATE sector and the Uivision started on itc new missicne CI3
noved at lGOO and CCR at 1630« Curin: the march naintenzice of redic comaunications
was ver. difficult due te eneny intorference and wif'avorable terrain features. At
nunerous tirmes the Scnbat Commanders lost contact with heads of celumns, which
made control difficulte. The enemy resistence on all routes was lirtht, consisting
mos*ly o road hlocks. hese were not strongly delended, an occasional axul-uanc
pun hein; the only armanente The enemy withdrew 1o DREUX and Zast of The U
IVaRe 8% ereny wers killed, 160 capturcd. .Jeather was sood.

At 11C0 on 13 Au-ust, 18944, CCu had accemplisiod its mission, a cressing
naving bsen seized and held to the Jouth of DREUXe Our lorces lcund the town
defended, with, lorze forces of enemy fleein; to the kast out of the town. Ihe
enemy resistance was reported to be strong tank forces and anti-tank defeuse.

Al this point the beuadary hetween CCB and CCR was chanjed tc jive the town of
DRILX to ClBe The eneny 11re alon;; the AVRo RIVER oxtended CLOSIUS = .iluuady -
SRISSARD - then alon: bak of AVRS RIVeR from Jaucu.'.on Jest to VARD ul. DACURS.
leconndissence elemennis of ow Division were pushing Last and Jlortheast to
estublish a line L7 TS -~ GASSICIOURT - POISSY - TRATFPESe Uf two eneny battalions
lelt in DROUX one was destro;=d on late afterncon ol 16 Auzust, and the other
rotreated acrocs the U RIVAR rursued ‘\y ocwr 2cn 3quadron. AAA fire was
active during this nara.od anid artillery fire was roported in vicinity DANILIIARIE
and ;;’01.’%.: ABEe 4njineérs denelishoed hridies geross gUE RIVER, loaving only
three. (ne comrany of taw.c was revported v:.cmlty of HUUDAL and we enjza. ed a
company across the wURE 2IVER, damiajing 7 out of 30 taiks. Iostile pla.zes were
active, 6 attackin: once, and 13 et aanother times 129 enemy were killed, 181
captured, anu. £ mobtor vehicles were de:ziroyed. (Civilian reports indicated that
tho Jerman withdrawgl throuch this arva “ad been Joinz on for gbout 7 deys, 5SS
troops eerliest.

e Division CP closed in bivouac this day in vicinity of MAXVILLE, having
rarched omehundred ten (11C) kilometers. {CA, following L.GR, had met some tank
opposition,. alsc heavy artillery fir:, and hau dropred hehidinde CCA Was ordered
o push repidly to just liorth of LREUL by any routes. The town of DUX was
taze.u vy CC3 at 17456,

Py 060C, 17 Aurust, GCA Was irn bivouac in viecinity of BLAINVILLE, Southeast
of DREUX, and the assembly of the Divisicrn in the DRIUX area was completed et
0835. At 1035 CCR was jiven tho mission of securing cressings from DREUX to
TURY inclusive. At this time, 1035, 17 August, the Division QP received its only -~
strafing.-tc datee C(ne plane only was euployed and it was shot down on its first
attecks At 1420, 17 Ausust, orders were received Irom Corps that not more than
four crussiags cver bhe Bu.B 2AVER were desirsd for use of the 2d French Armored
Division ot LIOUTRIVIL, MARCILLY ~ SUR - BURs, CROT.! and EZY - SUR -~ EURE, but
that the @Gorps Commander did not went the Division .to become .imvolved in a ul'iotu
fight to secure these crossings. CCR had secured a crossing at wzx a.nd hnd '
considerabla enemy opposition in tanks, infantry and u'ti llerye
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+he enemy rosicted suuhbornly along the ZURE AIVAR to allow Lis trogps
oscaping [rou ARGENTAN GAP to withdraw sefely. Reinforcements from 17th GAF
Division"arrived on QCR's front. Small groups of tanks were reported arownd
HOUDAN and ST LURTL DI L4 JAYEe Bnemy front lines were South bank of AVAE RIVER
LE LESNIL - thencc Northwest. The Jeconnaissance Squadron found a line of
resistance fram TILLY Soubi, for about & milese The 17th GAF Div was to our North
and West and along the AVie XIVeR, having come from the channel coast to defend
DREUX, too lgte to acconmplish thal mission. (me iE~-11C was shot dovm by CoR bat
little air activity was roporsed in the areue A USAAT €5CupsC 'rui\orted that the
enemy Was meving everything cub of the SCLLE end 3wlid (IV3R areas.

The action was carried on througiout the a fterncon and at 1045 U3 reported
that the bridge at 4RVE could te usced, but enery opposition made it impossible to
cross pefore dark. .The Commanding Officer, GCR, was ordersd to keld alon, A05
Yor the night. (03 had crossued the IURE RAVER To the iorth by 1900U. At 2030 a
Warning order was issued to all wii%s for a prebable move of the Division on 16
Aazuste The enemy opposition had been strong throughout 17 Ausust but owr losces
wore light in both personnel and equipnents nemy casualties durin: the day were
€5 killed, 44 captured; and ¢ takis, 2 artiller- rieces, and 8 mo*or vehicles
destroped; £ ~ctor vehicles and 9 artillory rieces captureds. .orale of the 17th
SAr Divislon wes reported hi h Ly one r.J, duve to prumices o g cou torctiensive.

AL CS1E o 18 Auust 1344, new ordors werc recoiveds nt gorps mission was

Py
~

to o scenrt T FegLive i Ehe vicdh it e LTS - FASSICUURTe [he Divisien wes
to occupy the MANTEZS - GASSICOURT area, to interdioct the SLINE ViR and roads
wast of the river and to protect the left [lan): ol +the Gorpse QOrders wore issued
at 1015, 16 august, for movement of the Livisicn, with CCB on the rizht, CCA on
the left, CCR to protect the bridsehead at Ji30X w-il relicved by elemants of
remain in vaiciuiitos of BLALLVILIE, the

Y

the i Corps (7th Armd Divisicn), frains o
Division CP to follow in the ri ht zone. QU ncrec out al 1220 and ¢Cx at 1230.

N

muemy resistonce on this march was very ligh<. J0A nad Pirst coutact at
1363, some light machine ;un resistance wnich was Casily reduceds CCB Lad its
irst resistance at 1735 a.d citier drove cut or deéstroyed the opposition. 4t
L5C0 CCB combat elements had closed in assemly areae Urders wers receivud from
rps that CCR, won teiny rolieved of its missisn in vi inity of DX, was to
o
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rroceed to and hold hizh ground fouwr Zlometers Zash of ALl to rreven’ movenent
of enemy to Last of the KWURE RIVER in that vie inivye Orders were sent to Division

srains to move to vicinity LES IC3SIS early 15 AUTS Te L conbat elements of (C4

closed in their assembly arcea at 2215, 13 Aduste the Divicion CP bivouacled i
the vicinity of Lis “03SIS at 20245. ‘ .

On 10 Au vst enemy voah was alons line LI AVE Du SREAVILLE - CRAUFCUR LE3
0L lares = ILLaGASS - SWlILeUils vur rowdblocks alom - €123 line wore picidn
Uy rats comin g fron scantered dicor janized yours, wio ol Cered no onpesiticn. o
ernemy of fered oli ht dulaying acvion at isolated neints, such as roud Juareniong e
fne 20d arnored .v cincer Zattalion column Was attacked anout 100, wihen Tas nin
Tarvugh SILLGS, Ly 100 infaavry with G'se  fhe colum lost 3 vebhicles.  Sea
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rroulsed ceveral coimiterattacks wouth of AV 21Vo2, BN N S G SRS o y

, -t I 1 " - Ty, sl D N :r . ) . X .. . i .

woorertn, 3 tanks and D 7S A7 nise AL BREVAL .. -~ ., .. L. v o N 1
L Tt ~ A PRI AN e T (O - - . - . T . . v

e pve Do 12t ol Sheooenoos IlZUiolzoolv, " T, L



e

-

(Le Jtor, Reports After Action Aceinst Bnemy - Au ust 1644, Iy S5th Armd Div con ’:’V.)

Other Pilts were cantwed during the ni-ht, when overrun by the advance of tne
Combst Commandse Al guhs were reported in several localities in roadblocxs, but
little armor was reported. .ostile aviation was extremely active. 3C planes
attacked CCR's colum in the moruirz, and other columns were attacked; plarnes
were over our erea both day and night.

fhe Division CP moved from LE3 FCGSSIS to vicinity CRAVENT at 1%5. During
the day of 19 August CCA placed interdictor; {ire onm PACY=SUR~EURE and swrround=
ing roads and CCB placed fires on roads and terzets of opportunity in its sector.
The Division Trains closed in their assembly area at 1840 completin; the move of
the Division from the DREUX area. At 1920 both CCA and CCB reported tanks to their
front. Artillery firs dispersed those in CCA sector to the Northeaste. ZCB
repar ted that two enemy tanks have been ¥nocked out im its sector, others dispersing
into the FURAT DE Lu2ZKTe OCCR reported that wmemy had withdruwn from the town of
ALEQ; that enemy mortar fire was falling in the town and thav the enemy had with-
drawn anti-tank s from that area by nhande. At 1800 on 19 susust the Cormanding
General ordered the Division zngineer to blow a locl: on the 3silis RIViRe At 2130
the Zngimwer reported the lock out of commissione The Division Artillery.was .
placing fires on kncwn enemy assembly areas at 2100e At 2030 orders were received
from Corps that a new nission Was planned for the Division with probable opcrations
early 20 Auruste. Jotal enemy casualties this date: killed 100, captured 200;
3 tanks, 6 motor Vez.lcleb, 1 armored car, 20 3P 10 suns, and three 78um AL [ws
destroyeds PBil's irom scattered divisions had epparcntly been bandced intc l.arch
battalionse. T[he units of the 17th GAF Div predemiratued iu ri's rom reqqlarly
raniged units.

At 0700, 2C hiuzust, OCA was ordered to move Lorth betwean the ZUl2m an
3L RAVel3 to bleck crossing st Loo AIDLA and to occupy gsrownd at tlagu o UVILLa
uz;d sut road net thera. CJCA -«u’irtuu this action at (ow. A% OCK: erders vrere
issued to 325 tc move llorth beouween UL exd 8kINm T Va2d to ocoupy plateau South
£ AVMHEUIL and to cut road from ANIIEUVIL to GAILLON, *the limit ol iis sector on
the ZURE to be from GAILLY inclusive 5¢ CiAMBRAY ineclusive, and to secure a
supply route from iis zorne to CJ4 zone. CUR Was ordered to move iorth to the
vicinity of LA HalWImRE to cut rouds runia betwaen EURE AVLR and PAbY +0 Vao0n
and te secure supoly rovtes in Divicion zone to JCh zowne, the linit ol its sector
to ‘e along SUgD IVER from CHakaw? exslusive to a peint siX hundred yerds
scutneast of PACY, the town of FACY exclusive. Tho S5th ')w.r icn 3g was tc
reconnoiter line wURE RAIVaR from point iy oagdrod vards Southeast ol FACY to
road junction at (396£883), *u protect thne wivision Jrains and *o sesuru supply

I3l

route from Trainus zone to 374K zone.

ct O
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At 0500 20 Aurwss (G Was atiacxéd Southeast ol Allll by upprorinately three

-~

corraries cf enemy infentry with some wrsillery oo rcrts e actack was repulscd
ard the cormand continwsd €L Lius new "ih?"-f\r. Av 1120 SCa, moving up hilghway GG
Th, Led itco Cdirst contacy, Seoe vnemyr nachire i Jire. e onresitlon was cleared
aray axd the a.ivance VoA.,n.wd. AB lZLO ’”A ad Toriher contact with sn enenmy
corsce of 15 Sanks a.d some iniarirve.e Jie anenyy was cutooed Ly oartillory fire,

alir supvort aseisted 3,4 to resume its advance by lduoo AT 1415 CCA agair net

surons imemy resistance {rem tank, anti-taiu and infantr; olements. Losses of
CoA W tLis Time wicre three it tanie end thres satlached 110 tank destroyers.

T LoD R qlsered nd sarried wrly one ouorser oile, Lut by 18520 S04 was by-
cesrisc e tue est T wn efiort Lo regain Alcnualr 78 in vielnity 3T VINGZUT DB
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Lorth off DOVALLS and was Lelu up by relatively sirong resistances ol4 conninco
its atlack, and at 2345 its advance guard was holding the town of LA IULIEE
wWith outguards on the Bast-Test hijhwar Horth o' the towne C3R, at 2000, went
into bivouac in vicinity of CAAVIEL L, having haa no 2wrther contact with or e

ihe eneny frent line cn 21 AUTUST Was oTiuwd DYAULTILE - 57 &lIfhd
SUUS BAILLEUL - VILLEE 30US tAILLOUL = CHAMPENA:De :he enemy rosisted o-ar
advence with road vlocks and strong Felnts.  lwrs were still eneny forces in
the FOREI DS BIZY and vicinity FACY JUR 5uliide 1he Bast bank o the mull, IVal
Scuth of PACY was clear ard “he enemy was drivon oub of CUAULSSE D'IViVve sl Was
reported at SOTTIERES and SU.l .ol e Dual Tuwrrose Sdra uns Were locatod in Bio
PUREDY DB CIZal and newrt: {ownc, bein; used as Ale  mnemy taric c.ocr - toron

)

increased in nuaber, Aruillery fire also ircrensode sostile aviatic: wes liriized
to reconnaissunce at ni‘hte.

Ac OC1S5 21 4u-ust the mair bodyy of Ul corntinued the attac. end ancounsered
sreny small arns and anti-tanl fire from “orces whick had infiltruved hetwesn tho
two elements duri:; the nizht. In this actior Wador Jilliam H Turten, covendiag
Clficer of 4Gth arpd Inf Bn, was slishtly wowidode

At 0845 the Corps Commander visived the Livision C¢F and stated that tle
cnemy was reporied atiempting to cross the SURE RIVS - to the Last tetweal L7
and IV]Y, the G5tk Yav icn Sq Was direcicd to observe the road net hetwee, “heos
two towns and to report any major moverent across She river to the Baste COR Wss
alerted to move to the South ir the event o a cerinus threat to *the Divisicn rosr
ana lines of communication.

The Jivision Commandcr visited tiw frent, retuired Yo the OF and a4 1100
ordered CCB to proceed as soon as possible to the FOREI Dk “IZY to relieve the
prossure on CCAe CCB was ordered not to operate North of nor in the vicinity of
Highway GC 75, so as not to interfere with tue opcrations ol UUA, aud not to
advence North of Highway N 181 without orders from Uivisione The Division Artillerwy
Was ordered to furnish all available artillery swport to Ula and UCBe

[}
-
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At 1100 CCA's advance suard was still holdin; LA dsUNIsa®; the rain vody of
CCA had not yet effected a junction wita it. fnere were still sume eneny tais
and ground machine guns between the two forcese At 1100 our reconnaissa-ce made
contact with reconnaissance of XIX Corps in vicinity of IVRYe At 1600 GCD sbharted
its attack into the FORET DE BIZY with dismounted infantry and had nade no contact
by 1700« The cormanding General ordered JUB to continue to its objective, to
probe the town of VERNON, and if no serious opposition Wes encountered to take
posgession of the town, and to continue to cloar out woods alonz the West Lauk
6f the SEINE RIVER as far to the Northwest as the streamr which runs from GOULAT
Southwest to LA CHAPELLE. At 1720 CCR Was ordered to block the two main hi hways
ruming East and Hortheast to PACY SUR EURE, to be prepared to move early £2
August to clear out FORET DE PACYe By 1720 GGA was approaching AERCY. Some
anti-tank oppositio: had been met and overcome at ST VINCENT. At 1800 0B had
a medium tank company skirting the Southwest edge of the FORET DE 3I2Y procesding
to Northwest. Its infantry at this time was halfway through the forest, me oting
no opposition. At 1845 the advanced elements of CCA were at 1MRCEY. AL tlLis ~oint
there had been a misunderstanding or the timo of s corcontration of artiller: lire,
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wod slerenty of oUh sdvanced too closcly to ths point of consentrobione e
voowle woo i casualties ircluding the former anccautive VI “icer ol SC4J, Lt Col
Seouh L Sewe e Lnd tecn pleced in command of the 46th arnd Ind 21, and who was
soricasly womdeds At 2030 the infantry of CCB had passed turoush the FORLT Da
.12Y and were on the main higiway to VERIONe Here they stopped for the night,
havinj reported VERNON clear at 2300 By 2045 CCR had the road blocks placed,
in twWo cases using German mine fields rein’orced witn ouwr mines. At 2235 CCA
nad reached a point just South of CHAMPZNARD, and stopped for the night, probing
the town b;r dismounted reconnaissance. Lo strong enemy resistance appeared:at
tiiis timee. .

CCA resumed its attack at 0700, 22 Auguste It reported that two enemy
"Paanther" tanks had infiltrated into its position during the night and had
knocked out three 1lizht tanks just after degylighte The infiltrating tanks were
destroyed. CCB continued its advance at 0800, 22 Ausust and at 0940 was still
moving North without opposition. At 1030 CCB had made contact with light resistance.
e advance continued with artillery supporte At 1045 thé Infantry of CCA had
taken the town of CHALPENARD and was deployed in the fields Worth of the town,
opposed by some infaniry and two "Panther™ tankse The fog was so dense at this. ;
point that observation of artillery fire was impossible. The weather cleared by ‘
1230 and at that time Air Support and artillery were used on targets in front of
CCA,. jJust Horth of CHAMPENARDe

At 1245 CCR was taken under Corps control and ordered to dislodge the enemy
from the area within the boundary MENILLES ~ DOUAINS -~ CHAFOUR LES VONNIERS -~ the
main highway through PACY - LINILLES them to return to original position. By 1315
the right colum of CCB had reached the stresm rwning Southwest from GOULET to
LA CHAPELE, and was waiting to cross. It crossed behind the left column at 1335 ;
and at 1550 was Opposed by enemy anti-tank guns and dug=-in infantry. At 1600 CCB T
was attacked from the air by ten ME-109's, bombed and strafed. Casualties were
ten wounded. "By 1700 on 22 pugust, Combat Command A had penetrated North of
CHAMPENARD and was facing Combat Team WAHL~FRANKE, which had about 30 tanks and
10 assault guns, plus 500 to 600 infantrymen. A fortified line was reported im,
front of them. Combat Command "B" was through the FORET DE BIZY to 8T ETIENNE :
SO7S BAILLEUL where about 200 infantry opposed it, backed up by an estimated .
reserve of 200 infantry, with ¢ne tank in the vioinitye. CCR on-the North side of - .
the FORET DE PACY was confronted by a Combat Team of 20 tanks, and 300-400 infantry i
in the North half of the forest. The 85th Cav Ron §q was holding & line along the
Bast side of the EURE RIVER South of PACY, facing elements of the 1Tth
Combat Team WAHL~FRANKE, including elements of 1lst 38 Panser, 17131# LT §
Grenadier, 4th 88 Panger Grenadier, 71lth Infantry, Tth 88 Mo ;
Divisions, scattered AA and replacement wunits. The em ,hul' :
reorganizing alagg the front between EURE and SRINE BRI’ ‘
compossd of tanks and infantr'y were delaying us at- ctrmg pdh‘h e
Tenk fighting was heavy in the vicinity of CEAMPRNARGWbere enemy
from dug-in positions. All three combat commsnds were bombed mmd
hostile aviatiom. Oue plmo was ahot down by ccu o

RN g

At 23007 CCB rqvo:-ted tht.t itl té!‘ll?’d ‘#I
Four British paratrocpers, having eluded, Gesi
Total enemy oaih)fies for the 24 how's period™
tanks destroysd‘”?. Vilibil:lty weas pmr
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¥ 1944, Hq 5th ammd Div cont'd)

The "bt“’k,w qontinmd 0“1??, y L .7 ko5 istance continued as the
streye: b 0 Us frog harrassing the armer esaeping bomm and

Sl grovps o infantry, anti-tank guns, and srmor all stubbermly

\ ‘advanse up the narrow neck of land borderéd'hgithe two rivers. The
front l:lnc wes in vicinity of LE PIPET and West of GAILLOR. Progress was sil)
slow theugh enemy resistance did not appeesr as strong as the night before. At
1030, the camtrol of CCR was released by Corps. CCR Was given orders to move to

" an area West of LA HEUNIBRE and to proceed along the East bank of the EURE RIVER
to clear qut the woods on the Division left flank as far as the road between ST
CALOMBE snd CHAMBRAY. tpon resching the road it was to establish limison with
CCA and if the situation pemitted to proceed Northwest to the main highway
running Northeast from ANTHEUILe Upon reaching the highway it was to request
instruotions from Division. CCR Was also to maintain liaison with the 30th Infantry
Division to ouwr left. The Division Commander®™lirected CCB to form "Tesk Force 15"
under the Commanding Officer of 15th Armd Inf Bn,4consisting of the 15th Armd Inf
Bn, less ome ocompany, With one platoon of light tanks, and one platoon of Tank
Destroyers attached. This foroce was to proceed from its position in viocinity

ST PIERRE DE BAILLEU in the direction of GAILLON, to clean eut woods between
present location and GAILLON, as far as the main road leading Southwest from the
towne At this point the Task Force would pass to the control of CCA until CCp
reached' its objective, at which time the task ferce would be returned to control
of CCBe The reanainder of CCB was to clear out the dug~in enemy position reported
to its fronte The 744th Infentry Regiment of the 71lth Infantry Division, as

well as elements of 17th GAF and Combat leam WAHL-FRANKE continued to oppose use.
No artillery or aviation was reported. CCR moved on its mission at 1130 and by
1630 the combat el ements had reached the objective. They reparted the area clear
of enemy by 1700 and contact made with friendly troops in AUTHOUILLET at 1800.

The only enemy contact reported on this nisgsion was fifteen ememy at CFALBRAY,

all killed by Troop D, 85th Cav Ron Sge

OCB's Task Force 15 moved at 1250, and at 1420 had reached its objective
astride the highway Southwest of GAILLONe. No emomy resistance was met during the
advance. CCA's prozress, thouth slow, was steadye. Artillery fires were placed
on the town of AILLY at 1200, and a heavy concentration was requested for 1600.

The advance continued watil 1700 at which time elements were in contact with

enemy at LES QUAIZES - AILLY - GOURNAY. The enemy was estimated to be one enemy
infantry battalion reinforced with some tanks. Lieison had been established with
Task Force 15 which was being moved up on the righte At 1450 the 85th Cav Ren

Sq was relieved of its mission of sscuring the left flank of the division and
moved to reconnoiter and secure the rizht flanke Our infantry grenaded infantry
pos:.tlons in wheatfields wunde: shocks of wheat with great success. Four out

of nine tanks w.ich opposed CCA near CIAMPZIARD were destroysd. The Cavalry
reported tha% Jcnoans rmtamed to the town of AIGLEVILLE orn the nizht of 22 August
after we had passed through, kil 1ing 21 civilisns. Citizems of VERION were alraid
of the sane sltua+1on. German outposts were visible across the  SKINZ from V.Y 'ui,
aud enemy trocp crossed by a footbrid-e, which was still usable, when americar
~gtrols Merc nch present. Znemy losses during this day weres Killed 265, cu LTl
oL vehicles destroyeds 15 tanks, 1 anti-tank sun, and 1 nortar. USaas dooiroowu
&7 +o A0 vehicles vicinity CAUDEBEC Li3 SLEBEUF. Visihility was bul, wie e Tl

p -~ 15 -
'§ECRET .
ﬁ- —— - _— . t-:




=TT e

(Letter, Reports After Action Azainst Enemy = Ausust 1944, Hy Sth Arnd Dis cont'a)

IR CCA continued the attack early 24 Au-ust. Observation was very poor due to

si#-fog, At 0855 CCA Wes preparing to attack the towns of GRUCHET, GCURIEY, +OLliTAli,

88 and HEUDEBOUVILLE in order. The artillery preparation was

: ‘timge ‘The Division CP was now located one and one half

el TonaYors t of CHAMPENARD. The Division Commander received oral instructiorn.
from Corps ﬁu‘ move one Combat Command to the vicinity of JUMEAHVILLE to clean out
ares st of MAULDRE RIVER north of BEYNES; to coordinate action with 106th Cawlry
Grow (Meos); the remainder of the Division to assemble and move on Corps order
"to assembly area South of MANTES =~ GASSICOU I prepared to oross the SEINE RIVER.
This Gembat Command mission was given to CCRe CCR, 95th irmd rA Bn attached,
moved at 1330 and at 1600 had reached 3REVAL. At 18C0 it mede contact with 106th
Cavalry Group Bast of ARMOURVILLE. Orders were received by CCR, direct from
Corps, to oross the river at BEVILLSS and clear out a pocket North of SEINE; to
recormoiter to POI3SY but not to cross mast of the I’AULDRS oxcept on Corps ordere
The Combat Commend was assembled in vicinity of BEVILLES for the night. CCA
continued its attack through the dsy iu heavy rain and mud which hLemperod move-
ments of all typ's of vehicles. 3y 1800 it was about one half mile South of
HEUDEBOUVILLE, with an artillery concerntration heing {ired on the town.

GELLENGER, ING

. .~

The 85th Cavalry Reconraissarcs Siuadron moved O OppOsSe a revorted infantry
rogiment otserved alonz Bast bank ol LU 2IVER vicinity PACY. sStrong fortified
positions were rcported along revorse slope area on toth sides ol the riverin
vicinity of LICIDS. Ailr reconnaissance was active durings the nicht. llinellields
were reported in vicinity of Va2l cr the wuust hanls of' the SEIVL RIVIRe

At 1820, 24 Avpust, information was received that XV Corps hrhad been attacnsd
to the First US Army at 0600, 24 August. At 1800, orders we:rg recsived to nove
the.Division to the LAl Is5 - JASSICULRLY aros, *the 85t vav ez 87 to te lel B0
soreen EEUDBBOUVILLE - GAILLOL exd S-e roed net Northwest of ViRmioNe iz TP
cav Was to be rclieved by 1607, 25 susust, by the 113th lev Trowp. The Division
less 85th Cav Ren 8q, was crdered to the Scuth of the line LCIEI&R - PACY by C3CC,
25 Auzust. The march was sherted at 1980 on the 2%%1 Uy *the Divisicn Headjuarters,

Ny

followed by Division Iroops and 33Z.

CCA had released Yask sorce 15 at 1738 and at 2100 wroke contact, .econnaiss-
gnce screenins the withdrawal. At that time the cenemy had been driven Srom
HRUDEROUVILLE and Wwas retrcating Lorth. CCB likewise withdrew, aund S04 contir.ed
its Corpe mission sust cf Lalldia JVaR recomuc it=2ing area [iIVigval = DAV -
ORCEVALe CCR encountered heavy C6ma fire at Lud SLivds, end a saert cortact was
made by 121st Cavalry Jroup, workins with it, with a Iorce ol about 4CC .cornauas.

A trarnsport plane was csptured irSact with obier air corp. equipment neoar IIOVaRVAL.
125 Germens were 1A1ed,5T sgutured; 5 teuks, 3 srmored cars, 1l canucn all 1 netor
vehicle destre;ed by the Division durin; the daye

av JC7A fL. 20 Awrust the Divisiown JP was in “he.vicinisy ol _LILVIIIZ, .
0128 all wlwwnt. <vcept the cconralssance Squadren Were tolew the dadinatel 1o .
Jod c0.tinutd Lt sorns mission, recormeitering wlong the Test bank of Fhlolala

VAR fron VILLLT LS ‘o iXRUKXe  the latter tovm was found clear. Iililtr o Lion
vy 2lements of Fth ssourity Regimeut and 3rd Sturm Zattalion "Faris™ weo woveloL

ir wroe CRGeVAL end 5sINd RIVE®S vielnity Lad ALLTVETS La 0 VILla' . Lo, 0000 o
L0Is Da VL TISUIL o0 1 lIROUKe S reczived wrdirt JAroot oo orio LYoo
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guc L 20 Loant In lirgcudon off CRuSPIsiuwsy - CGeVAL = Voo iLile LU an e
Was A pesivicn Jw v ot ol La Sulhlalue 40 S00007d 5% MAVOT 6l oaliae ue el
ad attacked at 1200, wcowmntering encmn  .-twle trooms Lorth of DAVICLe wlecori
2 ? O . z (3

:}'xe woods in the area Was a $1ow procuc® u. .. .i¢ advrnuce Was carried slowl: 4o ‘L
#ill line extending Worthwest ol Falc.iu.aalose o 1300 cenbat elemente were novin:
fon the towm of ICRAIN VIMLILAS, disposca to Lo Clrouln Latwival and VaoLiLlLol
~end swing left for a crossing of tic LILDi4 IVile GCCA at 1530 wes closed in new
assembl y positions in the .ANTES =~ JAS.TCUL20 ereae OCCR roverted to Livision
control at 150C, 23 gususte 4t 2015 JCR iiad reached the line SARBAIVAL = CiaFsy
and Lad sent strong patrols into il wla ~nd Jd:4uVIWLE, to rully for the niht
East ol URGAVAL between CEAPSR and :.iUsalli vILLIZZSe At 1500 the Divisicn Commander
had received orders to be praepared to wiva.ce one corbet command across She Spilin

A

RIVER in vicinity cf imULaAlie CC3 was alerted for this missione ’

CCR continued mission ca 7€ Au'ust wnd at 0050 Was drivin enemy out of
the woods in the vicinity of V.WalIL and K EUXe It moved fost through
ECQUEVILLY - FLINS - EPUNE at 1230, Laving cleared the ontire areae

At 1330, 26 qurust, the 65tk Cuvelry .econnaissance Squadron wes relio ol oo
its Corps missicn and imrediately siarted to move to its assembly arca with the
remainder of Division. Its commandi. olificer reporled that the Squadroin had
been strafed by enemy aircraft and that hostile air reconnaissarce had buen active
early in the worninz. At 1430 all ordors witin refcrence to an ettack across Lhe
3uI'E RIVER by the Division were cancelleds The Division would instead assiss
the attack of infantry division of the Corrs by artillery fire from poci slous oo uth
of the SEINBE, reconnoiter routss to the vicinity of §7 CYR, and be rreparca oo
move to that vicinity on order of First army throush XV Corpse hen released vi-
XV Corps the Division would he assimed to V Qorpse iy 1500 GCR had completed tos
mission and had outposted the river line froum LEULAY and POISSY. fhe outposiing
Was necessary due to the return of the enemy to areas which had been cloared
earlier,

On this date numerous givilian reports were received of fortifications in .
the PARIS area. Germans were also reported fleein; towards the frontiers, via
BRAUVAIS ~ AMIENS -~ GISORS - GORNEYe The Division reported this dete 90 eneuy
killed, 30 captured. Thirteen guns werc destroyed: nine 88's and four 105'Se
Forty bicycles were also destroyed. Among PW's werc some from 3rd Sturm Battalion
"Paris", made up of civilian workers in Paris who had been given wniforms, rifles
and a few days training, and from the 6th Security Regiment which was originally
used to guard military installations around PARIS but had recently been sent out
as infantry. There were 100 men per company, of ages between 38 and 45 yeers .

On the next day, 27 Aujust, CCR reparted that the enemy was withdrawing
further to the East, and Military Intelligence reported troops massing in the
vieinity of PONTOISE. Some artillery and morter fire was received vicinity Lilla.u,
7 troining planes were discovered and destroyed by CCR in BOIS Dk VERNEUIL. some
were marked with swastikas, others with British insigniae '

A report from CCB stated that the sector along the SEINE had Leen aciive with
enemy all dey, that the enemy had considerable installatious arowd IELLA ol Lo
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tne Last and also in the FOISSY loop of the SLINEe Artillery was used on ull
known tarzets. air suport was used or the town of LENUCCURT a_ninst a reporied
concentpation of enemy motorized infanbtr:r, a.d on UIIATRAU VILLETIE, reported to
contain an enemy headquarters. [he _eneral wovoment <l the enemy had been to
the East along the North bank of the SEIIs and it was reported that anti=-tark
suns, mortars and machine guns were heirn; :.isteglled in considerable numbers.

All day the Division artillery survorted = 7ith snd 30th US Infantry Divisions
in their brid;ehead across the Jiliw JvwR, Iirinc on enemy retreating in direction
of the IEULAN RAVsRe' (nits oppocing thuse 2 divisions were from left to rights:
4%th Infantry Division, 17th GAF Division, 1&6th JaF Division, FParachute Re siment
Lehr (6th Prcht Division?).

At 2230 the Division Artillery was rslisved of its mission of supporting XV
Corps and the Division was released from attachment to XV Corps and attached to
V Corpse. Forty eitht Eil's were taken this date: four 105mn zuns werc destroyed;
Iwo warehouses in MAREUX were captured, with an estimated two million dollars
worth of GAF equipment,

_ During,.the period 25-30 Aurust the Uivision utilized all available time for
heavy maintenance, for which this was the first opportunity. Needed tank parts,
enjsines, tracks and replecement venicles were received and veniculgr roehabilitation
accomplished.

On 28 Auzust limjor Williem H Burtcn returned to duty with the 46th Armd Inf
Bn and resumed oommand. Lt Col Gilson, who had been assizned to the battalion
to command during Major Burton's absence, was transferred to the 15th Armd Inf
Bn and assumed command of that unit on the same daye.

Unit commenders of the Division as of 28 August weres

5th Armd Div - MAJ GEN LUNSFORD E OLIVER, 03536, USA

Combat Command "A" - BRIG GEN ZUGENE REGNIER,. 08295, USA

Hq & Hq 6o, Combat Command "A" - CAPT KARL W ROTH, 01010340, INF
Combat Command "B" - COL JOHN T COLE, 05256, CAV

Hq & Hq Co, Combat Command "3" - CAPT JOE W PERRY, 01012397, INF
5th Armd Div Arty - COL DOUGLAS J PAGE, 04495, FA

Hq & Hq Btry, 5th Armd Div Arty - CAPT NORMAY W CUSICK, 0466787, FA
Reserve Command - COL GLEN H ANDERSON, 08632, INF

Hq Co, 5th Armd Div - CAPT LARRY H GREENWOOD, 01283065, INF

Hq 5th Armd Div Tn - COL GUSTIN i NELSON, 014512, INF

Hq Co 5th Armd Div T - CAPT JAMES R BAGWELL, 01011081, CAV

P Platoon, 5th Armd Div - MAJ ALEXANDER T NELSEN, 0335298, CAV
145th Armd 3ig Co - 18T LT GLENN A WELDE, 0453447,' SC

85t. Cav Rcn Sq Mecz - LT COL KENT FAY, 0286301, CAV

10th Tenk Bn - LT COL WILLIAM A HAMBERG, 0292166, INF

34th Tank Bn - LAJ GLEN L FOOTE, 0450438, CAV

8lst Tank Bn -~ LT COL LE B®Y H ANDERSON, 0239452, INF

15th Armd Inf Bn - LT COL KENNETH P GILSON, 03659160, INF -
46th Armd Inf Ba - MAJ WILLIAM H BURTON, 0368028, INF

47th Armd Inf Bn - LT OOL HOWARD B BOYBR, 0218680, INF -

47th Armd FA Bn - LT CCL JOIY 3 ROSHLZWBIG, 0246251, FA
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(Lotter, Reports After Action Acainst Enemy - Avust 1944, iy 5ta Armd pov, corit dj
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7lst armd §A Bn - LT COL ISRARL B-WASHBURN, 32 5367, FA
96th Armd FA Ba - LT COL JAMES w MC WERR, 02 5, Fa

22d Armd Engr Bn - LT COL FRED E RESSECIKU, 020575, CE :
127th Ord Maint Bn - MAJ ROLAND 3 BISRSACH, 0318269, ORD
75th Med Bn, Armd = LT COL BENJAMIN i 3ADER, 0372570, MC

On 29 Aurust orde: s were received Iror: v Jorps for the Division to move on
30 August through the city of FARIS:on three routes; Routs "A", Highway N 13
throush ST GARMAIN EN LAYE to N 310; oute "3", Highway N 30 through ROUQUENCOURT
and N 307 through AUBERVILLE; Route "C", i hway N 10 throuzh V.RSAILLAS and N 188
to § 30¢ to N 24« All routes rarn throush PARIS to a line of departure sbout six
kilometers Norticast of AUBLRVILLE. CCA was given Route "G", CCB Route "a",
followed by CCR; Division deadquarters, Division Troops end Division Trains

tank company to and through PARISe :

moved on Route "B", followinz a married infantrir-s
O )

The march of the Division startod with 0B moviag out at 0625, 30 Aul;usﬁ,

CCA moving out at 0C30, ond the Divislicn ucadquarters moving out at 0740 e
feadquarters moved through JANTS = S CLOUL - CQISPIRRES - BAILLY and onterod
the outslkirts of the city of FARs at 1000, clesarirg the city at 1130, Urders
'.wsre issued to the 3hth fav Ren 8g to contiuve on aad report condition of uarcs siiss

OI"" M VER over [ive routes in the Livisica zones At 1800, o8 had reached the
town of CLAYE - SOUILLY, and CU3B el reached 33NULIS, were 1i cht enemy resictince
was encountsred. Troop 5, U6th Cav Ten 314, cwtlred rinety prisoners at tiic 7
scinte The Jivision CP was locatcd Jasl ouuath el DUCY, witl the hesd of tiho
colum held qp Ty oneny auti-tank s wod infartry. Lt Gol Kent oy, commandiug,
oHth Cav Ren Sg, was hilled in this wcexzlicne linjor Johw P Jerald, wxecutlive vl licur
of the Squadron, assuned ccorrmande (he Division cwdjuertors and Division Jroups
colums werc shelled by oneny artillery rire at this location. One casualty
resulted from shrapnel. "4t 1700 OC4 was refueling at 1Zs3Y. CC0B's lelt colum
vias in comtacty With the sneny at LAMORLAYE, and its risht cclum was still oncaged
ot 34l1ISe. The reconnaissance of COUB Was woviiiy on DARSwRY, the remainder of the
task force and the CP wers Southwest of CHALANTe The Divisior frains went into
bivouss Just 3outh of LA .

Both CCA and CCB were iver instructions to move forward wntil dark, then
bivouac and report locaticns, noth to continue attack at dayliht 31 Ausust.
CCB took the town of SuiLIS at 1845 and reportcd enenmy tc yortacesy end o Jess
of tha town. At 2330, 30 Auzust, orders viere icsusd Lo SUR Lo move at da- slisht
to clear route Lorth of Divisicn bwadquarterse Jurixn; tie dav 3C Augus®t, UCA
had no enemy contact alon: iis routes. 25 was ¢ill in contact with ernemy at darke.
Iireu honl the darr the enemy had fousht a delejying action as e ratreaced liorth,
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launchins small scnier aotacks to slow down owr wdvance elements and - stoady
shelling from Lis rowr ward @itse During tnis neriod tie snauy Was withdr-orin
ivon ols h;,, Sl ’le about two hours beforo owr ferward olements vupolod
SoSile  mnenmy Cul univilis Jor 30 Auwust vere: (dlled 104, cuptured 154, e loob.
Ses Wit .sa:‘:cii@;l ving ":~x-acticall<' wived cut duriig the day as it ‘'ried i.. va.o ,
:“_,Jf':;i:_ Cdespurately frow road blocks supported by amti-tank [wus, to suon v
slditients o CB.
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(Letter, Reports After Action Against Bnemy « August 1944, ilq 5th armd oiv, conb'd)
On 31 August the delaying taotios of the enemy continued, as he r-treated

- Hértheast, in order to koep an escape route open West of OISE iiVax
D& COMPIEGNR snd the FORET DE L'IGUB for wnits in the path of our

ulengi;t;m :
advenas, '

The advance of the Division was resumed at 0600 31 August. CCB made contact
with an enemy roadblook at 0630 just Noi ca of SENLIS, quickly reduced the rusistance
and oontinued a rapid advamce. At 1000 both columns of CCB were moving forward
without Opposition in an attempt to obtein crossings over the OISE RIVAR at
COMPIBGNE and Southwest of COMPIEGNE. At 1100 CCA, still advancing, lLiad made no
contaot with enemy. At 1115 CCB reported -he bridme et VERBSIIE blown. Also
reported by OCB was the capture of an air field near VERBERIE with concrete
runways not greatly damaged and believed repairable for heavy bomber.use. Jig
reported contact made with the enemy at BEH at 1216, that bridges were blown
axd the enemy observed digzing in across the river. At 1315 troops A, 5 ard C,
85th Cav Rcn Sq wers attached to Combat Commands A4, B and R respeéctively and the
Squadron less A, B and C attached to uivision Trains in vieinity of BAXL %o
furnish protection. At 1430 JCR Was closing in on the river. Enemy resis :ncc
was strong but wndetermined. CCB r.ported that an enemy norse-drawn artillery
column had run into its column and was being destroyed by tanks. 4t 1500 cib
reported the tridge out at CRIEL. CCA nade first contact (small arms fire)
with the enemy at the same hour. At tnis noint in the advance all routes rar
through heavily wooded areas and the edvance- slowed considerablye The brid_es
at COMPIRGNE and FOLLIZRS were reported intacte

EBffort was bein; made to force crossin ;s the nisht of 31 qurust and SRV I
forward to a line CIAUNY = NOYONW - Las-IullYe 4t 180C tio risht column or CeA
crossed the river at FOILIiR3, wopposed. At 2CC0 GCB was five hundred vards
South of COMPIECIE, preparing to attack tu secure brid_ss there. JCg Vas meeting
heavy enemy rosistance in the forest liorth of ORACUY and GILOCOL RTe Enemy
resistance made it impossible to oross eny wiits over river on 31 Ausust, except
the right element of CCA. Juis crossing was nudo a2l ru.llsls on the extrens
flank of the Corps zone. at 2310, 31 Ausust, the lel't column was 1. tae vicinity
of PONT ST MAXENCE helping the 28th Infauntry Division to hold & bridge head tl.ore
util a bridge could be built. ke right column of CCB was just short of COLFISGL Se
The 112th Infentry Regiment was passiag throuzh to attack the town and secure
orossinge During the day 180 ecemy were killed and 194 i%'s captursd. .he edvance
was fast and the enemy were forced to abandon five Russien 76.,2mm AT sws, {ive
105mm howitzers complote with prime movers, and 12 trucis intact. 4 tanis and
13 artillery pieces were destroyed.

Total enemy casualuies for the month of Autust wercs snemy J-illed 2811;
captured, 432(;  tanks, captured and destroyed, 200; ermored cars cantured and
destreyed, 11; wotor vehicles captured and desiroved, 40%; artillery vivces
captured and dcstroyed, 121.

Jhile tic Oivision was enrazed in operations in the FUWY Di Cuvilloing, ils

swrly points were locaved Sout'west of PARIS, resuvlting “n g lew -l 2 d
“rallic com,eutic and mugh confusicn arcund FAGS covnliseo Lo . L
resw plye
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\ssttor, sejoris after aciylim agul ot wnci, - augus - 1044, IV S
€ Cunaannls,.

{he Division's first month of combat brought forth a ruzber of lucsens ooe
lieved worthy of being recorded. These ccirwits are divided into four ravts corres-
rending roughly to the activities supervisei o, the rour usneral Steff Sec*i- rs.

Section 4 - ierscunel .atters

a. Jeplacements: During the Divisicn's first 1onth in combat, ths first group
of replacements wos received in the vicinity of Jerier, France. This Erouz, male up
of 22 enlisted men, was picked up at the 31 x2p lacement Depot, reguiring s round trip

of 100 miles. :

Groups of 50 or more plcked up during ‘he month, and the total “or Lu_ust, were
as follows:

Cfficers Inlisted sexn
15 Au_, Vicinity of .ees, rrance 6 130
22 Aug, Vicinity of les bossus, i'rance 14 141
23 Aug, Vicirity of Les Lbossus, Irance . 7 17t
27 aug, Vicinity of Tahoiry, France 3 147
Total received during august 37{Repls) £22(le;ls)
: 7(RTD's) 65(Liuts,

All groups picked up required lou trips back to Xeglacenent Derots. Cor
exauple, at Les Bossus, a 300 mile rcund *rip was required.

All replacements were received under coxlat conditicns. The uni‘s te w.icn they
were to go were constantly in action cr on the march. imnediastely upen pick-up of
replacements, & roster was made wad checked. They were then placed in charge of a
billetting NCO working under the direction cf the Commanding (fficer, ideaaguurters
Company Division Irains and the Division Classification vfficer. The replacenments
were quartered and rationed with deadquarters vempany, Division Trains, and remained
with that unit during processing and classification ard until ferwarded to their
assigned units.

included in this period was an Ordnance check of perscnal weapons and amnunition
a8 well as checks by the Juartermaster of personal eguipment and medical check for
- questionable or limited assignment personrel. Further, a brief orientation talk was
given by the Classification Cfficer. A resume of the tactical situation by the Cem-
manding Cfficer, Division Trains was given and, whenever time pernitted, a brief his-
tory of the Division from its activation to date. Also included were talks which in-
cluded new AFO, allotments and insurance. Every effort was made to make the men feel
they had finally found their permanent home., .

Throughout this period assiguments were being made by the Classification Section.
They were based on qualifications, personal interview and unit requisitions and needs.
Upon coampletion of ussignments a final check was made and the replacements were then
ready for shipment.

Units were notified of the number assigned to them and when they would bte
aveilable. Usually, direct contact was made with units concerned. ihen this was
impracticable because of lack of communications, the information was relayed thru
the Combat Commands. Replacements were then picked up by or shigped to the urits.
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\wetter, seports after action a_alinst Lanewy - nuv;sf 1044, ug oAl ol
io replucements were noved from deadguarters Comvauy, Livision Trulre with o f sl e
ance from unit te wioch assigned. Thus, units had & supoly of replisemer s :ovin
o them, but only at such times =35 they wur: in a :rsition %o receive thoa.

Difficulties have been encountered in severwl instances, namely:

(1) Replacement Jatalicus ware a* ©irzt .ot cognizant of the type of personnel
needed by an armored Yivisiou and did not carry the stockape required. This was
rensdied by rcerscnal interviews tetween uivision and Army and later with the zeplace-
ment Ze_ ot or Battalion Classificatica «fficers,

(2) iuch checking was necessary tu ‘racx dovn non-recsei t ¢f replacements wio
were on order to the 2ivislon. Ihe wsual result wus a los, *ri, to pick up the
nissing replacements.

\ . . . . N . ‘ . a
(3) shile Division wus on the narch or in acticn, transportaticn of replace-
ments obtained but not sent cut te thue uails, Tren 0ld Trains arsa to new Tr-.ius
area, preseuntad a transportation protlem hﬂlch wa: usually overcare by suuttling.

{4) [Replucements were reczeiv.d in s.:e Cases over-eyuipped and irn cthers wita
les: then reguired equipment. This cundition was remedied by personal contact with
the leplacement battalions. Very fw ID's'were received in August.

(5) By making almost duily rejuisitions it was intended that a steady stream
cf replacsments be maintained, consisting of yroups small enough that transportation
problems could be reduced to a minimum; rrocessing and assigning mede easier; and
absorption of the replacements by the units jreatly simplified.

bes Graves ng}stration and burial: Duspite the nature of the Division's mission
during August and the speed with wnich it moved, practically all men killed in action-
were avacuated for burial in the Army Cemetery. Of more than 100 killed in action,
all but four were evacuated and for these, though interred by hasty burial, it was
found possible tc accurately mark the location of the graves and insure the identi=
fication of the/soldiers buried so that leter removal for burial in the Army Cemetery
was possible, 1in only ten cases was the tactlcal 81tuation such that it forced the

abondorment of men killed in action.

Positive identification was made of killed in action by the presence cf identi-
fication tage or Soldier's individual Pay Record Card. In their absence, unit com-
manders were required to submit certifiicates of identification. Except for this one
requirement the units were relieved of all administrative requirements. Final checks
were made ggainst the bBattle Casualty Reports and Admission and Bisposition Reports.,

The primary difficulty encountered was lack of transiortation. Despite the
commands teing either ccnstantly in action or on the march, and with all units having
sustained wehicular losses, it is felt that this difficulty was overcame by the whole-
Hearted efforts of all concerned. The exiremely small number of hasty burials
clearly ovidences the determination of every unit to never sbandon its dead.

c. Decorations and Awards: During she first month of operations--August 1944;
2 Distinguished Service Crosses, 11 Silver Star Medals and 51 Bronze Star hedals were
awarded for extraordinuary heroism, sallantry in acticn or nitglanding achizvenent.

1
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(Letsor, le orts after .ction Against Lnemy - aAugust 1944, dq Fth Armd Div cont'd)

~ur.e. the two wonthe that Poliowsd many recommendations from Division units
were res - ved ead apiroved for nsts that had eccurred during au_ust., These hud
coer leyed Lecause of faa constaut combat in which the Division wan engaged. 1n
4] ovasing the decorations wen oy the Division during this month it is, therefore,
necessary to survey the crmbat period for not cenly this month but for September as
well, toward the end of wiich action had slackened to the point where many decora-
tions won during sugust were recommended and awarded in September and Uctober,

d. Irisoners of .Jar: The securin,_ and evacuation of Irisoners of dar by an
armersd division is a problem that for its solution depends upon the availability
of sufficient personnel and transportation. Juring Auzust 1944 neither was avail-
able to the extent rejuired. 1in that wonth more than 3000 rrisoners were evacuated.
The mualer captured by the Livision alone, based upon a head count at the many
irisoner of .ar Cages, was 2,960, To this must be added many sent by the various
wni*s *o Irisoner of ia= Caes cther than those of the Division. The rapid advance
of *he Tivisicn rejuired that mauy cages be established; the long marches meant
evacuation back over correspondingly leong distances. The prot.lem was met by
"ioilng, available, in the Zivision deadquarters Fprward ©chelen, sufficient Kilitary
Telice t0 ot cnce es*taclish a cage as the necessity urose; and at the smme *ime
~losin; *he cage to the rear and leap-frogging the jerscznel forwurd to take over
anl relzase the Lilitary iolice for the establisiment of the next cajre The Wi nly
mebile nature of the Zivision opera*icns made traffic control largely unieceesssry,
asd this i~t Leen true it woul”d haeve lLecgn necessary to emplcy crmbat tpoops in the
grardin  and cvacuaticn of rriscners of Jar.

‘noonly cue cuse was it necessar; *o turn over Irisoners to the Frencn Resis-
tance. Juis nccurred when approxlaately T00 were Yaken at the name time “hat orders
the wivisien *o move were receivel. e the turn-nver was made 2xplicit
instroctiios vere Sivea to *he reveh as te the treatment to he given the nriscners
and arrsacnerte wore meage for anctier Wit tn tuke over and evacia*te these prigsoners.

]

e vivili alfairs: Tae highly wellle operatic.s o the Jivisiecn during august
1944 made a greet deal i sc*ivity Ly ‘he 1 affairs Section not only largely un-

Ji\'i
nacessary tut, in tiost cases, impracticuile.
The syster set-up try higher lLeaujuarters wuerety a we*acument was made availatle

to toar over o community, reqalning ceulnl es the Divirien moved on, worked very

o

Jo evaguatlicon 2f 5isiligns wes n-cessary; ner 4id they c-rotitute auy provlen
in impeding progress Ly uslug reads on walcn the Civisicn wae moving. vecasinnelly
the enfiuclastic eorowde "o citisr il wrs waich welc med the Ji.isicn's advance
viiled cver *he siuewalks wnd into the stregts. when necessary the Jivil Affaire
.FPigers ob*ained *he covperatios of rwziipal authoritics *o prévnpt injury to

O .
iang Jrenm cur moving veaiclas,

the elvil .
Tecasionally duties invilving clvilians ercose wuich Olvil Affairs was par-
Piralurly well aduptel *o nandle. .n exenile cccurrsd in the vieinity of Raudin
winw Large load of gascline sed b0 bDe Jdwnpsd and the tucticwl situstion made it
~aniuisalle to use vombat trocps Lo juwra it. Frees rrench to the nuaber of about

A .

“ro osecurel, arued wid 1o rmoted fhru Yis efforts of ocur Civil Affairs ufficers.
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(Letter, Reports After Acti  Against Enemy - August 1344, « 5th Armd Div cont'd)

Food stuffs, clothing, medicxl supplies and the like were frequently located by
civil Affeirs Section in areas the Division had liberated and arrangements made for
guarding and distributing them. '

In every case where looal conditions warranted and where the Division remmined
long enough to mke it possible, the circulation of civilians was regulated and curfews
put in effect. Local mniocipal authorities were found to be fully cooperative.

f. Religious and Special Service Activitiess

(1) Religious. During the month of August despite the rapidity with which
the Division moved, the spiritual welfare as well as the emtertainment of the men was

met to the full extent permitted by the tactical gsituation. Division Chaplains made
approximately 700 vigits with the sick and wounded ; conducted 2800 communions and more
than 1000 confessions; and held 150 gervices.

(2) Special Service. Two "live" shows anda bout 20 moving pictureswere shown
during Auguste. rs and Stripes was distributed throughout command on an average of
every other day, on & ratio of one for each four men. Yank Magazine proved more
difficult to secure but sufficient copies were obtained for circulation throughout the

Divisgiom.

. P4

Gratuitous PX rat ons first received in the Marshelling Area were continued on
the Gomtimemt; but cue to trensportation problems distribution was somewhat below the
average that was originally established for each man. This was particularly felt by
the men, first, in so far as cigarettes were concerred end sec.nd, candy. The use of
10 and 1 rations partially alleviated the situation.

SECTICN II - Imtelligence Matters

‘It is felt that on the whole, imteliigence gsections and agencies of the Division
functiomed very well for their first combat test. It is believed that the considerable
emphasis placed on Intelligence Training curing the prec-Combet Training of this
Division has peid good dividendss] The operation during this period, being as it vas,

a very rapid pursuit of a fleeing enemy, and with the Division operating far behind
enemy lines in enemy territory, it wes extremsly important that the Division and

jts units have as accurate and timely informmtion of the enemy es pocsible. Generally the
reporting of enemy jnformation was very good. Practically no deteiled information of
the enemy was given to the division before it went into the first engegement ; and
actually at the time very 1ittle deteiled information was aveilable due to the

rapid break-through which had been made. Soon after cortact was esteblished, anc
generally thereafter, the Division was able to keep & fairly accurate picture of the
enemy. Much of the credit ‘or this can be given to Commanders and unit §-2's who

were aggressive in obteining informetion.T All of S-2's hac been in the position

for & period of at least 5 months before tne action started; and were trained in tieir
duties and had to gome degree been able to indoctrinate their units with the importance
of timely and accurete reporting of informetion. It is telieved also that the
repeated emphasis placed on Intelligence Treining by the Division Commencer had

imbued unit commnders and through them other officers and men of the Divisicn witn

the mportance of reyorting informtion. The informetion obtainec from Reconraiscsarce
was generally good. |

-~

The reporting of informetion by all units oi the cosdmend e g“:"(:}“ﬁl Tyoracte
~ Although at tires conlused :ES:LA&pES were received, it io . 1t Thoot the reciuie vritire
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progroam by valch every nan ia tals Division was rejulred to writs - nsauies, o Tl
worth wiile and _waid divideusas. 1t is believed every man, befcre caterin. el

shculd be re juireu 1o write et loast one message describing scme wobtval hap en.
This would do much to elimirate ccafused messapges.s’
e

Pis proved to be a very fruitful scurce of infermation., If *here ic cne + ° o
in which the derman army has failed, it is in the giving cf security training tc i+,
soldiers, Throughout the period approxiriately 4,325 Fi¥s were taulen. ocut of this
total number hardly a single one refused *o tulk and _enerally the information civen
by them wes ac.urate and reliatle if iroperly evaluated. P7 interrcgaters were kept
forward with the combtat units so thet interrogaticn could be msde cn tue s;ct aud in-
formation was ottainsd guickly in this way. d4a so e instaaces interrogaters travelled
with Kec:nraissance units., weneraily, *ie ;ractice of “esrin; =& train-d nterrogator
and 2 assistants at each wajor Comaand en.a_ed works cut very satisfacterily, \Lctes
Fi Gocuments yroved tc be a very valuwile s~ rce ¢f information, althougn they were
frequently inadeguately marked as to ti.e, place, etc.).

French civilians elsc proved very :xcellent scurces of information, although
many re orts received from civilisns were _reatly exaggerated. ircperly eveluated,
however, theso civilian regorts often ,a.e waraing of enenmy waich saved wany lives
and much equipment. Seversal French vfficers, French vor at Volunteers and ..l in-
terrogution of civilians jathered :auch valuable and timely infcrmation.

it is telieved that there should bo at least cne person, who speaks the language
cf the particular section in which the fizhtin_ is oc urring, with each ‘attalion.
It is well worth any effort it tukes to ,et *hem. v

During this psriod the mep supply was tetally inedequate and for the first week
the Division operated on limited supply of ungridded road maps, which made accurate
reporting difficult. Throughout the wiiole period nc adequate supply of maps was
furnished, and supyly received often were maps of areas over which we had already
rassed.

Considerable information was obtained from fi_hter-bomber rlanes, tut it is

not felt that this source of information was fully exgloited. Perhaps the most

disappointing failure of information was frcm Tactical aiir Reconnaissance, wiich,

it is thought, should have proved a very valuable source of information in an cpera-
tion of this kind. Actually, during the period cractically no information was re-
ceived from Tactical Air Reconnaissance, and although repeated requests were made,
it was not possible to obtain information from tnis sc.rce or to obtain an snswer

a8 to whether requested missions would te flown.

The movement durin, t.is period was sc¢ last that little inform tion was obtained
from aerial photography since it was not possible tc cbtain shotogra hs +to keep up
with the movement. ‘

Coumunicution with Sorps was inadejuats. Telephone was often impos:ible «n3
frequently the necessary radio link to span the distance between Corps and Divi-liem
was not advanced far enough forward. At times this resulted in poor dissemiaantion
of information both to and from Corps. :

During this month this Division was in actual contact with sizesile elercats o-
22 different divisions. The Divisicn was alsc in cont ot with 28 ad'iticu.l veric.s

-3 - |
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(Letter, Reports After Acti. Against Enemy - August 1944, H th Armd Div cont'd)

caswl unitss Dwing the day of 17 August 1944 in the vicinity of le Mns, PR from
27 differemt divisions and numerous other cesual units were identified. The enemy's
lack of communication and lack of knowledge of the situmtiom of their forces apparently
added greatly to their downfall. The known damege done to the enemy during the period
is listed below. Much additiomel equipment wes certainly destroyed but not reported.

VEHICLES (Destroyed)

1201 Tenks
8 Armored Cars
384 Motor Vehicles

VEHICLES (Captured)

36 Tanks
3 Ambulances

AIRPIANES (Captured)
—

ARTILLERY

20 SP Guns

72 Arty Pieces

59 Infentry Weapons

18 Arty Pieces (Captured)
Enemy Killed 2,811
Enenmy Captured 4,325

Section III ~ Operations

During the month of August 1944 this Division covered well over 1000 miles; it
moved rapidly and both dry and night. This rapid advence brought out the following
pointss

(1) rln armored division, if given a mission of reaching a certsin distent objective
deep within enemy-held territory, should rot attempt to clean out everyobstacde in its
path, but should by-pa#s and proceed. After reaching its objective, then should it act
to destroy and cripple enemy personnel and instellestions. If an ermored column on an
exploitation mission attempts to mop-up every town anc every patch of woods that ccntain
enemy, it will 'mevdy Pesch its objective. Main routes should be avoided, the enemy,
it was found, invariably defends these routes. Secondary routes, circultous though
they may be, are far better. The ememy cannot be strong everywheres

(2) When an armored cclumn meets strong enemy resistance et night, it is far
better to wait for deylight. Enemy infantry with bazookas can get in close to tanks
in derkness.

(3) For tanks to attempt to fiyht in heavy woods egeinst an enemy who is prep- red
to defend that wcod, is suicide. Tanks must be able to maneuver end must be able to
see whet they are fignting.

(4) This division utilizes & system which it knows as the "married formetion”

The armored infantry platoons are marriec to the tank platoons; they live
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\=tter, :.;[\!‘fi‘, nltar et [T e Wt s T e oA, e TR e w L L'\A,
Pgitar o DL Lt togotuor. Taos taal Crowdde Yoo Lt ow Lt flvl R S VLU S
snfertryy vl LTty rova corarony for the talks Aga. T oniGh oo TG e o
vazoVas, eropent, atc. aue 0 up whal the tauks over-rioi. Thus S R
voers engresolal, particalarly in the close country found in za. tral aurcle, s oo-
e~Tww bt othe dacert. 4t iust te aaded o i narriing rrecess Aoas not lun oanc

we;  recludeé the separate use of the anfirtr, wier Fro situcticon o demards. Purtuer,
the addition, to each taukx »latcwn, of o Squiws 71 araored infantry as ano. intogral
part of the tank platcon, nas already s rec..o o= a7, This wo 1o Jrouide protec-

ticn for the *auks without tying o, *tue normal aroo-d lareatry unttalione,
AN . N . C. . . R . . . e e
\5) When oag anfantry ~i2ici~v, otorive sauttled, fol ows an irmered Sivicion

thru 2nery territcery, it nmust Le rome.iored tint: (1) The armor ic usuzlly having to
advance by Linting =zgainst eremy deleylin, forces wuich are bounu to slow Jovm the ad-
vance, and (25 Litantry, novin, 4l trucks et s ee Up 20 Z0 mipeits over rouds alreudy
orened up U the mruer, e touia !t L2 Lol oa ;o e armored colunns.  Thers muct,

therefore, te some tine Litervel silowedl, o 3 aroor gl infantry nust ‘e _iven ob-

Jectives far enough apart in depth to off:ot +.is 1if ererce in speed of movement for-

. 11 . ey N N s e .

ward and to permit the armor to "tuck-u:; its tail", Lt may Le added that thic division
. . " . N y . 5 -
at least partially solved the provlem of w "lonj tuil", Ly adopting the :rocelure or
"reiling-up" into fields, of” the roade whesever “orward movesent was halted for any

arc.reciable tine.

(6) 1in a regid al aace such as el «rienced Ly tais Division durin; august 1749,
it was found thet reconnaissance in front of aracred celums must ve dene b, ligat
fast veaicles such as hue Truck ¢ ton. . cecinsissance .le.onts attempt tc ":ilug
it out" tney lose taeir value and hold up ‘uw I21lowing aimered colwans. 4 missico
to a recomnaissauce element should give he elerent an cbjective to rsach and upca
whhich to report, n t cinply 8 route to ve rec.onucitercd. fecoanaissance, i expectea
to furnish information shculd not ove usel us ao advance guard.

vection iV = sup;ly and .aintensnce wutters

Third echelen maintenance fuuctionsd juite satisfactorily during the month by
aaving cne naintenance cimpany sugport each of the Ccombat Commards, a4 forward letaci-
ment of 4C-80 men of the sutomctive repair, parts and recovery sectiins operated with
the combat trains while the remairder ci the company operated frem the Civislon Traine
area. This forward detachmert vas alle to make "on the spot" rerairs anc adjustments,
including engine replacements, to keep a maximum number cf veuicles in ccndition for
combat. Liaison was maintained at all times vetwcen forward detacnment and the parent
company.

The need for a lurger reconnaissance section in Division Trains deadguarters was
brought out in the operations. The wvivisicn passed rapidly through enemy held *erri-
tory without mopping up end many disorganized grougs of the enemy were encountered by
the rear elements as they trailed at variable distances beliind the combat elements.
Bivouac areas had to be cleared of such groups before they could be occupied. a8
at present ccnstituted the.reconnaissance pletoon of Train deadguarters Conpany is not
large enough to effect recounaissance cn multiple routes of sdvance.

Lieisun vetween u-4 and the ¢ Section was maintained bty having the Divisicn Ju
or the Asslstaut UJivision 4w in the forward ecnslon. The Qi officer made a daily trijp
toe the Gl 1 and 41l supply point and returned to the forward echeloa each evening. The
Livision ¢l 11 section was established at the Cl I-1l1l Trkhd serving the DJivisicn aud
weved with the Trkhde Thus all Qi supplies were picked up at oume place.

Urdnance liaison was maintained by using an officer of 43 o of tie vrd baint
Bn as lieison betwesn «-4 and the Battalion.

Goasidering *the type of operati~ns iuvelved, Swpply, meiilonance gau ¢ vacult Lon
present no ma jor problems. 21
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(Letter, feports after Action Agninst Eneny, dugust 1944,'Hq 5th Armd Div cont'd)

For the Commanding General:

B, FEarraud__

COlonel, G. S, CQ.

~Chief of Staff.
6 Incls:

Incl 1 - &1 Journal

Incl 2 - -2 Journal
Inecl 3 - u=-3 Journal
incl 4 - &3 Air <ournal
in¢cl 5 - G-4 Journal
Incl 6 - G-2 Cverlay
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at 0187 1 September 1944, CCu with the 47th and 400th arrd Ta Pas
attached was attached to the 4th iafantry Livisicn. fusk Force Burton of OCL
was sdvancin:g rapidly Lorthwurd in the Z.storn pact of the Corps Secter.
Tie wtt .ck on the town of CULILLGL rogressed slowly with elem~uts of

the 11:th Inf Eegt, 28th infantey Jivisior, sutering the tewn ot 0123, 1 S.p-
tember. 3ridges were destroyed by the iy hore und at othsr plices ca tac
river, buf our Zngineors rapidly constructed bridrss, und the Jivision pus.y d
ore During the carly hours of 1 &.ptembor . conmt .2 toum ¢f the 2dth fni- ntry
2lvigion was wttuched to assist CUR to clour th. “orsot i ar bk in th:
Hroction cof CllVissY. Centuct Lutoon thl 27 and “CR wars moc. ot 0730, Lt
Lils, OCR r..orted that both coluvwis woro movii. s.biafaciorils Joeiast miaor
vesistanes, nd that tne infuntry o s boiry sirrild forw.rd on to., t ks, Lt
1402 they woere moving into CACISSY _nd found th. brid;vs there huad boeorn bliown.

=28t ¢f the oprosition in the FONET DI COLIZWE com. froa Jlomonts el
hs 47th infntry Uivision und tug 512th ~0bil. F.ttailion. Toth th. 10ith

S

«nloitry Rogiment of the 47th ‘ifmtry Jivision .nd the 312th kobils I tt.lion
s rodo very suvore lossss ot th. honds of CCR bofor. th.y withdrow cross

tho ISLE [AVIR to thu borth. The 248th -Iuf ntry Division, sh ring the d.f.ns.
otae Gran tiith the 47th Udvisien, s slso driven te tiw lerth, bus m.niged
o itharay cdithout heuavy lossus.

soomhile, 100836, ordurs for the Wvarcu of th. Divicion . .r. r.oociv 4,
“nv mlssion Jas to proco.d ropicly borth to th. Gorps Cb joetiv.: CDﬂgﬁ cn th.
~1lgin bordur,

CCE wos ordirud to cross the river ot the Lorli.st possibic Sin . te
prococd rapidly Horth until couat et s m.d. sith ch, 4%h snf oirv Division or
loroats of CCuy, thon to follow on th.ir exis. 1I% . - Prostun. ! .t h. 4%l
Division writh Clea would .£f ¢t . cro i the mo sing

of tae- Lth Lrwor.d Vivision & Clurl sulia
CTas bridg. v i0NT ST UKD QR oo cornl b % 100) 1 Septoedr. Th. 1oP%
colimn of CCB erogocd .t i) d wav.oncud cto iily vith no inumy rocislLons .
Th. Divisicen CI ot this tim. w .o bout thr. (%) “ilon_tors South of DOl FLuGN D,
&t 1700, CLx wrs ordir.d to muk. cnt et .ith CCR .t C_UFIEGYE _nad b s porad
te tolicy % Division lrcops' column ~croo. t... bride: nl to nmov. sorth fol-
1.5 g route, propg.red to uove (lruastc .0 tn fh right of 2CB f{oiloving
o Divisoen Jloraonts. The bric o ot COlTat .. e ccaplot . d -t 1817 wnd +he
S0 0C3 eghartod eroseing, ot 18200 Ta. dv omo. -rls repid until 2270
; 7 r.sistines cecasistia: of nti-t ak rtill ry .nd dupg=in L.fotr;,
170 fockut lounchors'wias _acount.rod Just Zorth ~f CHIRY.

.

<oyt cloue of opuriticns .t midnizht on 1 Soptombor, the mlia bouy of

iy as horth of WOYON.  Thl Lamy was usisc rood tlocrsn, rtill Yy G
ctr fire to Lipudecuwr adviaico. diiny cosw.ltios for ta d yoo.ros o wilila

w9, e powed 115, ¢ .pturcd 190 bieyelos“us. 4 by .nry E.cenag iso e,

troeps, d 35 motor wehicl.s, e wllll s 100w cnl. suns.

guring 2 Soptember, the Caomy withdr 0oy oidle te £ Jortn Yub bl .-
rot sulficichtly moterized Ut kais tiie te Ut cus i .5 iroops nl oo turill,
St Yos, howover, he fought with oLt rain %ion, using roinfore. A isl ntry
L %t licns ol th. 348th infantrr o visict wad v rious Ll.m.nts of cth.or Division.
rooslor derm our advanec. At D035, 2 Septoablr, th. 1.0t solumn of CCPR _ncoute
T onmy cati-t nk trocps womd il try b GLGUT. Lt 0525, toth c-lumns w.r.
cv reing slonly Lguinzt stiff rosirtace. Ths right cocluminn v s . poreacn-
ool fr porowching LLGlY, -3 -
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(Letser, Repors After Aotion Agntnst fnemy « Beptumber 1044, g Btk Armd Div gon

The left column had found that bridees over canals vwere out and = cross iy vac
not found until 0845, after which time t.e advance of tais column wes el
rapid. The right.column cleared NOYON et 0315, The enemv resistence vis no
longer heavy. Some enti-tenk troops end surc infantry were encountsred. At -
2225 the task force of CCB which composed the Combet Commend's right colunn,

Wes in'bivousc in vicinity CONDE-sur-IXCAiL. The reneinder of the Division wes
bivourcked off the rord to the' South vitn tre Divigion QP in vicinity of IAIr.
At 2230 orders were received to halt the ¢ . w.noc on the genorel line 14 DRILIC -
LE CATZAU - CAIBRAI, to ewrit ordsrs tnd protect the Corps!' left flanl, ./t

this time howewer, thc Division hud ¢ lrc: & revcnnd the origin 1 Coerps objceti-z
well north of the line mentioncd in the now oréur.’ Envay e su ltics for tao a
killed 200; eccpturcd 219. We destroy-d 21 cncovr wehicles -nd or ptur=d two Lot-
terivs of 105mm howitzers intect. CCA roveri-d to civision control 2 Sspt b r
“nd w.g orcdercd to ¢ ssemble in the vicinit; of “S.BS. Lt Col Frrl L. Schiircr
“rs essigned to the Z4th T nk B ttr lior, on this &1, cnl cssuncd cormeic.

£ jor Foote rumiincd with the B tt-lion -s Sceutive Officor,

»

On 3 Sentember roed blocks were estrblish.c ané poclets of resists ice “ere
cleared in the vicinity of the BELGIAN border around COMME, and tetween tist
city end VAIZICIEITES. BRITISH troops pacssed to the North during the drv, se- .
ing off tre Germen troops in & pocket. .11 ey isolated grouns of Germens, sor o
of them elreedy bivoweins in the rres vher tn: Divi sion errived, made frentic
“fiorts to broak through the lines but feiled. CCL completed its assembly in
vrer vieiprity of ESWES. Division Treins were wowed toen essenbly arece in tle
ieinity of TAUTEVILLE. During the dey the Division killed 150 e¢remv g o -
turcd 31, its bigpest bug of prisorcrs sitce 13 Lugust. Fift: cuems motor
vehiclus vwere destroyed. Botvecn midnizht of 3 September rrd 0700 or 4 Szt
oer, the Division coptured en sdditionel 179 prisove re v vire trying te
sscepc to the Fest.

Orders word rocoivod from Corvs Jor woviwort of tin Ti3af on to tiw Sout-
-est. Th. Division» Comrand.r ordir d ¢ o o 4 Septimior to rge mhly s s i
the vicinity of ™ASIGHY; CCi to rorch in .. rizht zor., CCR in th 1-7t » »r-
of the Divisicn; wpor crrivil inr v rrore R to booproptred to push rocomn cir-
sance to s.iz. erd hold erossinrgs of the AR 2ivor; CCE to neve by ver of 0O -
VALERCIEIVES - SCLISIES, thomn to follow Diveed om in tdgurtors cnd Di-risics Tro P

Vhil. on the w rch, on the morning i 4 Sortorbor tle Divieilor tvg ord r.a
not to stop in assenbly srous us previousl; color & but to pusih on to ta o et
trd securv two croseings of the BAR River ¢ "IUSE River in the Sout™ ~orgion’
7t the Di~isivn Zonoo Inforimction was sont to CCL thet reports indis ¢ ool
widges to hiwe been blown by the cncay end the Combet Commend wie ordor. d
soerri trides hoveds cnd build bridges. Tho rLcossery bridg: couiom b ¢

“tochud. CCA wes clso to mk. comtect witn the 4th Inp ptry Li~iei-n v 4k
~fv ead dawnte of the XX Corps un the right. The merch continued o sgle oo
t 1140 CCA reported thrt the bridge ~t ORICHY weg out, : vd th t it wg i ldie
“rother. At this tim CCR hrd reoched LE FOIT d. FIZRRI. Th. Divigi = CP - ¢
°t NANAPPES. Lt 1650, the muin bedy of CCR hed rorched MEZIDRES, snd b @+ 4
conteet with Troop "C", 24th Covelry Riconriisny .o Squndron, vhich rorrt o
1l bridges in the vieinity LEZIERES to bo bl w-.  Th. troop ws roconn it rine
for sitcs there ond et MOHOW, L shortege of fuol mrowventod CCR from o Ving cny
Jurthor e.dvinec. AT 2345, CGR wr.s ettocking (dismeunt.od) with or c.mm.ry ~f
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(Letter, Report ~fter etion Lgainst Inemy ~ Soptenbor 1944, Hg 5tk ..rwd Div)

Infantry from the high ground Dast of CILRIAVILLD to remove saall craf ard
machine ‘gun fire from the brid:v site at 11070Ke Ordors woru isesusd for OGR
to relivvo such units of the VII Corps as were in vicinity of MIZILRIR. ce..

Was haltod Wost of VINDRI$SZs The Division 0P Wes at 1L3SICKY.

. CCR Was in contaot with cnumy throuzhout tho night of 4-5 Supturbor aad
Was wnable to got a sizoable foreo woross the rivor wtil 0300, 5 Son*ombor.
The vnony wes foreod back by 0600, so that work could continus on %ho MOICH
3ridgo sitce OC. at this time was rueonnoiteriag the river for suitabloe
crossingse = - ' ' ' '

~

4t 0740 CCR roported hoavy rusistance frow Fortilisd positions; all of
its infontry 1’?a3<cngagud in trying to koup the bridps sic. clonra Py 1040
the vork on the bridge at 1I0ON wes progrussing ropidlye Tac wrid o wias
canploted at 1500, and the romaindor of the comiad crossod imnedict .l to
the high zround Bost of MIZIERDS. The Division CP moved to th. viciity of
JOETIGNY 3UR vien,

4t 2050, CC.. had seewred o bridz. site ot ELITRILIDS and stort.d Lrid-e
construction at nidnight 5 Suptusbur. it C30C, € scptuabar construetion was
interrupted by an vnimy eountur -ettncke  The, aitack Was repulscd -nd word: wes
rvsuned on the bridg. at 0855 and complct.d ot 1220, :

CCR l-uached its ~ttnck ot 0800, 6 3vptuabiy in the dircetion of S8DLT,
with axis of ndvine. VIVIOR = VRIG'E = ST iZFCES - GIVCIiLe 4%t 1015, twe -
nevanes hod eurrind only about two (2) kiloa.tors, dau. t0 .nimy reoad-blocks
covor.d by cnti~tonk suns, mortars und autoa-tic woaponse [his rusisvence
s redue.d ond tho city of SEDAY Wes takun ot 160 le Th. advanee of bokh
CC.. and CCR throw hout thu dny wus nede ned 8% o ooontinuous suriuz of rocd-
tlocl:s; CC.. progrossed sbout sixtoun kilow.tors, nd GCR bivousck:2 o bwee-
GIVATS end V..IG Ye [he Reeonn.issnnes Jyvadron bivousdes® ot VILLI2=0LRVLY,
cud Lhe Division CP waa loeatud iv the vicisity of NOYUR3. Lnony cosw . ltics
for § Suptitbor wor. 48 kill.d wid 116 cuntwr od, danony foreos {acirg our
Sroope hore wer. the 196th and 1994h S-cwrity, Acaiionts .

.t 0o, 7 S;,)tprxbor', CCl.. mnd CR vere I:foracc thot the zith lm“:-.nﬁ:ry
Divizio:. ould ettack Shrough them orrly in tho dave 11 ro.ds wor. clucred
for the adirec of the 28th Divisiones Both oo hat camiends wor dircetud to
bl priversd to otacl: through th. 28th Divi.ir:. o order. This tri.f n-1t
come 5 e epportun. bl for th. Divicio:.. There had been o Shertez. of
Tl or the nast thirty cix howrs ard rost gesoline tenks vicre ~bout Gipptys
4t 1380V Corys Stot.d thet the linit.d supply of gesoline rmede it neCousanr:e
tc susnund furtacr cdvineo of the 5tk -ruorsd Divisione The 284k Infioptre
Jivision rould cortinue th advanee ~nd ordurs for 8 Scptunber vionld denosil
J- Progross node by ther. o th. 7th ond or the se8oline supply,

e swply ad uninionance ©itustion rogUires sone roview cnd co-s id.r-
atior. hirce Progress thru the PORIT DE Ui PIDGLD hed beor_rothor tlo nd
wits worc thurefory ably to reeonstivut. besic 1onds gaf E‘s'&_‘rtiull_v rafill
resorves of Cless I end ITT suplivs froy 4he L 3 rucknthd Thich tieg 1ocetud

in the vicinity of BRMONVILLI. gz c,a'f’)at wiies wh ieh pushicd Nor st
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(Lyctor, Report [ftar  otion ,ifninst Bnony « § ptonbu 904, Tg 5th rad Div)

L

fron the vicinity of COIPIDGHE to ithe R lrias border Yorthuest of V,LENCIZ T3S
covired a distence of approxinatsly ono hundred (100) nmiles in thirty (30)
nourse Sovoral vehicles werus dstroyod by cnviy action during this operotion
rad scvoral others wure drmegud and roquircd crcountione No resupply of fuel
Wes aveilable at tho .rmy Truckhoads to roconstitute basic loads of Class III
Swplicse Swpply trucks which nornmally uvecuctud PTs woere waiting back at
the jrmy Truwkhcad so the cvucuation of priscnors bocoriv « ngjor problene

In suvornl ccsos thoey wore loft in chargs of thy FiT to be twrned owr to

Ue S, Troops who woro following. Whun the Division wis shiftcd to the area
Scouthwust of SED/N a nmarch of eapproxirct.ly ninvty (90) miluswas  involvud,
CC..s which h-c bouen dotachud, rovertud to Division control vory low on
zesclince Many vohicles arrivod at the assunbly arog vidth anpty vohicular
tenkss Sonc toenks hed to drop out cnd aweit fwl trucks wihich had b.oun bl
to draw o very linited anowmnt of grsoline ot the Truelhocd in the vicinity
of S0ISSOSe Vihicles which hid £-1len out due to mechmnieunl trowble or
wnuny action viers scatturcd clong the path tekei. by thoe cuabet olorints in
the drive to V/LINCIEMVESe Repoir rnd cvecuntion cruws riede "on tho spot!
repeirs in most cascs, but were thun coenfrustel with the problum of 7utting
suf ficient fwl to drive the vehiclis throushe The clesnup of this crcg roe-
guired approtinately o wock bufore all vohicles woru cvicunied or r.turniuGe
=rginc rnd trock ruplaceacnts wire beconing criticnl,.

The supply of zosolire continucd to be critical ord operations were on
. day by dey besis dependont worn availability of gasoline :nd dicssl fuol.
Corps nllocctud gasolinc to tho Division and the broslzdom te wnits of tho
Jivision was indicated by Division Eu-dqurterse bt ono tine Division furii-
ished Tifty (50) trucks to tremsport sesolin. fron the Jrmy Reilhecd ot
3SCISSOUS to the Truckh.ad in the vicinity of iTG2I3RESe The Truckhe«d ronairced
in this location until after LUXEMBOURG hod buen occupiud by tho Divisione
Tho supply linc to the ocubat cloments bucanc clongeted t0 sueh o duzrec thet
tho aore advonced sleuents wore r:oking a turnecrocund in oxcuss of two hundrod
(200) wiles to pick up thuir daily supplicse

Replaconont cngines cnd trocks for tanls wert roccived in considerable
nuabur 80 thot the ncchenicnl and conbat ¢fficicney of these vohicles was
naterially increnscde The reapid moveunent over cobvblustone roads had couscd
~bnormal wioor on tank trackse Mony radizl orngincs which wore roplaced had
cperet.d in tanks in oxcoss of fiftcun hwdred (1500) nilcs,

4t 1730, 7 Suptunber, orders were ruecived from V Corps for ncwericnt of
the Division on € Scptumbure Tho 85th Cav Ren Sq was attachud to tho 28th
Infrntry Divisione CCL was to nevs bushind the 28th Infontry Divisic: on oxis
DOU2Y - S.CHY = C.RIGITAN - FROMY - THOMT L/ LONG - SOM2 TIIONE -~ HOUDRIGNY =
ST .URP = L.TOUR and bivouac in tho vicinity of L.,T0TRe Thu Division Hunde
qrarturs would follow CCL to the vicinity of VIRTON; He.adquertors Divisicn
xtillory would follow Division Hendquortorse CCB wos to oross tho rivor -t

TCIT (uIGI8, follow Division Jrtillory cnd bivouae in vicirity VILLERS L.,

L0UZe Tho 22nd [rnd BEngr Bn wias ordorcd to follow CCB r1nd bivouac in thc
vicinity ¢f the Divisicn urtillery; Division Troins te cross bihind tho z2d
Jrnd agr Bn ot POUT MAUGIS and bivouac in the vicinity THOIMZ L. 10iGe CCR
wes ordorod to iove at 1200 behind the 28th Infentry Division on axis
VID,IGNE = VILLERS CERN.LY = FRUICHEV,L - HSCOIBRUTS - IL3SSITCOURT - CH.SSD-
PICRIE =~ FLOREI'VILLE PII" V.)OIGLD - TIFTIGYY mmd ovivouac vicinity 1.RIB,

LT
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(Lotter, Report ..ftor .ctic.: w3ainst dreinc - Sesia bor 1904, Ag &EhoLroal Div)

The rowve was ctartod by CC., at 0815, € &:nue-bor. t 160C, & Supturter
orde:s viere received rro; V Corps that ti.e 85¢- Cav lern Sq iecz “rovld be

relieved froa attachiert to the 28th Irf Uiv st 08ls, 8 Sep and thas surly 9 5S¢

the 5th ,ruored -Division vould pass throu ™ the 20th Inluntry Division.
Ordors were issucd to CO. to advaice or uxis VIRION = 400005 - LUX3I507RG
to CCR to-advence on axis IZDL - ST :"RID - LRLCH = GUIRSCI = [TRUCY; the
renainder of tho Division to follow route of CC..e The Corps Corwuder
authorizod the Cortiending Gonersl, 5th .riorod Division to oontinue «t his
discretion to the Horth - South railroad throuwsh the ¢it;” of LUXITTOURG cad
reconnoiter .t@ the Gorman Border. .11 wnits of the Division were closcd in
bivouac by 2300, 8 Scntuuber and CC.. and CCR wore yrayarcd to ctteck carly
9 Suptunbor,

‘When the advanco was rosued on 9 Svptirder She enouy rosistarce had
stiffuned soncivhate Nuncrous roadblocks, or:tors and blow: bridges wxro
found in tho path of tho Divisions Tho first vy contect was at 13c0 by
CCi, Dast of FRO!NYe CCR at this tinc nad rocehcd BT,LLS whore ¢ ford was
uscd to cross tho stroen locctud therc. Wl SuppoLt wes boutbii g wrnd str firg
in froe.t of bota corbat comirand colurs.

In front of CCR wus o coluun of horsc dravm artillory atconptin~ to
vsonpo to North.ast to H.B.Y L., FEUVE. tho rusistonce ir front of e FRRSLY:
.. foreu of bicysliste gnd infentry, souc vohicles cad wnti=tanl: snse Lt
1500 CC4 had advancud about ten kiloactors aiid CCR wos approcelin.: H.RLT,
ungeged with: the oneny-and progrussin- slowlye .t 1345 CC, was fighuvinz
wrony toenks just Qast of B.ACH.RIGD, vith mor. ta ks rojorted coisir 3 fron
LUXEI:BOURGe CCR hnd oluarcd HABLY snd “es moving on LOMTDRNTe  The Division
CF wns locatcd at ,UDR.JIGEe The oir support was doing wingmificent weork in
frort of both colums and the advinco countinwde [t 2200 CC, vas still in
conteot suvon (7) kilawwters Wust of thu city o ILUXILBOURG ord Were ingere
dicting nain ¢senpo routos from tho citys GCR was just Jouth of USTLD . 'K3.
Tho odty.of LRLON wes r.partud «s being heavils nined end visg by=pessed by
CCR. The lossos of both colums iu Jquipr it (md pessonnel for the day
vore.wory lichte Dwring the doy owr air swport d-strowd 12 tanls -nd 70
othur onony vohiolus, - - '

The cdvoneo-was continucd on 10 Septorber ik at 0945 the cit: of

- LUXCIDBOURG was tekon by CChe .t 1000 tho Division Cormunder escortud Prinec

Fulix of LUXTMBOURG into tho citye L% 1100 CC . ru-ciied the tom of TIURSCH
cftur o brisk two and a half howr fizht cpgeiist LT gwse T bridge was
blovn 1.8 CER colum approachcds ‘'The reilrocd brid;o ot HDRUCH vas wired bt
ot blownie CCR rcnioved dormolitioas and floorcd 1o briloe for vse in srosse-
irge It also usud o ford onc uilo North of th. town and Vvi:s crossinz thorc
¥ 1350 azoinst slight rosist-.noce CCL ¢eplur.d intact the bridge loiding
from thy oity of LUXEMBOURG: annd was prooceding czuinst noderate r sistonce
et 1435« ©CB wus ordorcd to move on o route butwsen CC.L and QCR %o as8sunbly
woa in vicinity of LRMSDORF. Moving @8 ordercd it found brids out at
STIISIL ond LOPST.L, usud fords to oross, wnd waos.cdwagiag slowly egainst
wdcfundod road blooks at 1600s /4t 2230 ono colum of CC. ps ono and ono
half kilonctors Wost of RAICID.NGD. . Tho odrer colum wos four kilaiotours
o8t of LUXEBMBOURG. CCE wes at PL.ECHETID, CCR Was et SCHRONDIQILER, oll
scattorud rosistancus .t 2730 0. reported thet it was huevily
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(Luttor, Report . oo .otion .z

¢pt 10ae 7 114 Jh Zrad Div)

"onzeged With an infontry force thet had adoquate large and snall r.ortars,
artillery, nnd tonk suppurte The Conbat Corand had buen'reducoud in strongth

by & tesk farcc whioh hnd boen 1ef% “to protost tho city of LUXLIMOURGe On \
n ti.is dnte 255 onony wors killed .aad 280 ocpturod, while tho 4ir Foroo R
e ccntinuoed its suwscossful boribing of enuny vihiolcs, destroying 11 tonls, cnd \

cbout 70 jsoellcnoous vohiclus.

Thy cdvinoc continuwd on 11 Suptuiber, CC.. cdvancing ngninst dotornined
rusistonove CCB was ordured to proouud to n8s bly cron in the vicinity of
SCIILINDER cd to push roconnnissonce t¢ tho Guriim burdore Thoe iove wos
nado without any vnuny conteot cnd thy first pitrel orossed the Geren hordos
ot ST.LZOTBURG, North cf VI.NDDN, 1815, 11 Sehrtuibere  CCR vns ascablid in
the vicinity of BRUCHERHOFe CC.. ut 1900 wos given o spucinl nission of
sending e light, fust forcu to scizo the rodis st-tion ~% JUIGLINS MRe Lt
2235 instructioms wore ruecived fron V Cerps thoet the 112th Inf antry R.piaont
Voo atteched to the Division; thit the Diviciot's prinery nisgion was o o
clurn uwp Crnony poclkets of rusistonce in the LULL “30U G aruie and to hold tau
cruio scouwrcve Thu 85th Cav Ren Sq (Luss ., Ly, 1 C roops); wis oved to
LULOURG te rolivve the tisk foreu of GG, So protoect thou oity, and o
potrel the Division Suuth beundary to tho 208% t5 tho OSELLE Riwer. 6
<100, cEA hoving fiught agiinst neavy vnuay resistamcu @1l dny, had r.cohod
~ peine cbout throw kiloncters West o IUNSDACe '

.t 2400, 11 S.ptember, the Division's wroops wore in o guncril l'orth-
w988 = Suuthenst line frua point clons the OUR River S.uth of RODLURSILUSEN
to ¢ podnt Sevth of GRIVINIICHER on the MOSELLZ Riwer.

T -t 0850, 12 3optuib.r, CC.. reporied thot Lhe radio staticr ot JUNGLIN-
STER hrd becn suized intacte The 112th Inf oyt was ordered 1o roelicve tio
detichiwnt of CC. ot JUKGLINSTBR end to protect the redic station, tho
ruicinder of tho rogient boing assuabled in she vicinity of OBDRIVIfe Tuc
viuny rosistarcs in CCLYs suetor on 12 Sopoonber wes nestly rondhl oels and
deliying ceticuse Fy 2300 the covwvnd wes in cn e.88vubly crea in the vieirnity
of LITTIGe CCR cnd JCR curntinwd to cle-r crceos ond with thoe 112th Ing Gurt
tu patrel the Soughern boundiry of the Division froa LUZDLBOURG » Lest to @e
Gornien bordere ’

o denomstration agninst wnony fortific~ti us of thoe SILGFRIZD LirD with
tonk, tak destroyer nrd crtillery firc vas orderod by Corps nd wes crrricd
; cut bosliriis at 1500, 13 Scptunbere Firin, was co rdinnted by the Divisicn
-riillery Comande Orders wror ;s rucvived £ 3CP 40 propere to rinu Lrth
-0 Tl howrs notic. <2 Curps ordere Potrolling os Wwell s the dvnionstraticn
1otLiviving las oarriod o throughout 13 Soptcabore Patrols in CCats soutY
#0r6 "weting roudblcoks ard cnony rosistance in the vicinity of IRCV.ANUCILIR.
brore vies sm resistrncee to the Nortlh ecross the ontiro scet.re COR Jolive.--
-4 fddreet toik cad ertillery fire on onery pill boxos Lotwecn [ TTLDILGLH
ind GITITG Mo, N vnumy fire wns roturnod. Lt 1925, orders Wers rocoivod
«ir .eting the Divicii te teke V Corps _bjuetire Muber § (hith ~rowd in
vicinity of DTITIDORY) :nd unber 6 (BITLIX-)e CCL with e bottelicm of
infrriry attocacd was to continue to pr.otocs o cit;r i" LUASIBOTRG 111 tho
S.uth (Risht) floak of the Divisicn; 0B ves . ¢.ntinue piesent nissin md
s clerted for movanont on Corps rder; 856 Y-v Rea Sq #wscz Vo5 to ronin
-nopresint aissitne  Thoe Divisiirn anzicior wes rocrsd ©. rnish CU2 sweh
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ongincer cquipnent and mrterinl os vore oorils»ls nd neoald, & ol oo
ntiacke Potrol nctivites continued dirirg ths nisht of 15 14 Septeaher.
dnemy was conticted ~long thc entire line. The 112th Inf logbt reported
that the roid between 1JMDEX rnd DDINGLIT Wes i ned by the encmy with

electric mines nnd thnt the towa of ECI: T’“{ C ves still held b enem:se Tho
112th Inf gt wos preyrrud to repel anycouneraitinck from the South or Lrste

The First B'\.";tr*.llon of the 1l2th inf-ntr+ Jecyimamt joined CCR ot 1200,
V- 3optember, ond CCR attreked promptly, crossins tho border ne-r . LIEIDORF,
vilicre the OUR River «nd the  S.ULR Rivur join, ~id the boundrry beeomss tho
SEUBR Rivre .t 1330 CCR roportcd cvnumy rosistrnce as mostly ~utomrtic f'irc.
Our artill.ry fired vhits phosphorus on pillbo:ics ~nd Gusouts on tho forvierd
Slopu of the hill and brought thiemimy out in th. opor and wmdur our mrchino
sun fire., Compiny B, 47th .rmd Inf Bn with one ~lctoon of trnlm ».tt:.ch-;d,
proccedud t0 eler out the toun of W, LLIDOR ~d to trke the hizh gound
buyonde .t 1545, the 1st Bn 112th Inf 2.t wes clurring ous rvm~1: ing onumy
rusict-nce in W LLEIDORF cnd the hirsh r*rJund to udst of tovm h-~d buun t'ﬂ'on
by th.. tankg rnd armored infontry. ..t this "c:h”'.u . forct of CQC., was in
‘gontret with vnomy bicyolo troops at HOSDOLF -ud wos ~ttempting to cntor
gurnteny ot thet pointe Thou ndvanec of CCR wrs utwd,/ ~nd «t 1825 thu bulk
of its foré\, Was acros8s the river ~und on the high v;'our_d Best o WL L1 DOWR
With o trnl dostroyorfarcu on ¢ .ch sidou of the tom «.ad -\ force of the 1i2t:
Int Rb"t pushing North wp th. valloy. Tho resist-nco in front of CCR weas
heevy nnd obscurud by smokue GC.. reportud % this timu thot tho uncmy s
infiltroting bicyclo trdops ncross the river cnd that none of their - trols
and boun oble to cross into Gurmanye .t 1820, CUR r.oported that it s
nawving the groatest difficulty in sutting off the ridge townrd BIEIDORF, ..t
the Valley boyond wos strongly hoelde It should bo notud th-t during the
ontirc op.ration within Gurmrny in tho W.ILLIWDORF ~rd-, tho cry ~t all
times hnad thoe cdventege of obsurvation. IHed continuous ndvoucu b.un pur-
nittud, this cdvantnge would hnvu buen overcomee Tha lst Bn, 112th Inf
R-gt roport.d :nti-t-nk gums in thy v-1luy. CCR wus blowing up rnd burning
blocl: housos, mrny of which wor s intor-convoct J(' by turnc.]u. .5 2230,
 tho 112th Inf wugt r.s order.d to roliuvy CC.L ylight, 16 Scpt.mber,
in tho Sbuthcrn s.ctor ~nd to tnku over tho 01,L:|ro soctors (0. was ordorcd
to ~ssumblu in tho vicinity of COLBIT. Both CC.. and 112th Inf Rezt weru to
pravunt 11 civilian traffic to and from Gorucnye OCA nttumpted to push o
prtrol into Gurmrny ot METZDORF. The prtrol wos mot by smill arms, mortar
rmd artillury firo, rnd forcud to withdraw., Inomy casunlticss 12 killed,
67 .crpturcde ° .

CCR rccumcd thu nttack <t 0800, 16 Scptumbure Visibility was vory poor.

" 3omu un.my tenks hod moved into its front during the night and ot 1000 it -
e 8 r.dv-ncing agrinst huavy rusistoncu which oconsistud' of unumy trrks rad
“soms 88im gunse .4 1110 tho Commcnding Officcr, CCR, ruportud that his

. right coluan vins mvin° iato HOMMIRDINGEN, his lcft column wes still
hurvily cngeged with wunomy tonks. Tho 1lst Ba, 112th -Inf, was in BIDSDORF

(% 1240, *,.t 1515, ‘CCR wn# on objoctivu #3 cud hr:.d,forco's ol uo.ring out tho
um.m" botwocn HOL»;RDI"G"‘N end CRUCHTEN. ,

At 1530 tho 112th Infc.ntz'y’ Ro{,.'ununt reportud ‘it hed crossod o 8ix mnn

patrol into GIRMINY ot onu kilomutor South o WIITSRB.CH; thrt rt 1100,°14
Suptvmbur, ,thJ prtrol had arossud :n neay foct bridgo end punutr rtud nbout
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five hmdrod yr.rdn; bnly 00 taut wes o fow onmy who flod. Tho pg{.trol rue
orossod: thu foob bridg ot 0§30, 15 Soptumbur, cad reovived mochino g firo
from tho wust bank of riwr. 1804 roportud rocorncisscnou patrols ooross
ths river ot BOLLENDORF and ot ono kilon.tor Horth of IZCHTERN..CH ot 1440, 15
3uptunbore 4t 1700, 0G5 olosod in now nrec cround COLEIT. ..t 1740 CORis’
forvinrd clemonts woro in ENZEN wnd the cnumy wes withdr:wing to ¢ North

in front of thu forou on Hill 407. Thu ¢x1a of advrnco for thu right colum
was DHZEN « 3TOCKEM - BETTIMGEN. Thoy hond of thls column wes cntiring
STOCKEK ot 1800 and ot 1900 worc juct South of HRITINGEN, rcouiving hunvy
trtillory £irc ot this pointe .t 2100 tho 112%h Inf:Rugt hod offuctod its
nove into tho.s.otor of snd ruliuf of CC.. Its Zrd Bn wes in position to
tho Brot of LUXRMBOURG cnd tho 2d Bettsnlion cnd Regimuntal CP in tho vieinity
of BROUCH. .t 2300, GCR wns stoppud by durknuss ~t BOTPINGT. ..t 2310, 15
Scptumbur orders wure receiwed fron'V Corps to sucuro objuotives 8 cnd 6
cnd advenco North on PRUI and PRONSFELD, that CCB wns rulunsod to Division
control for this nission, and that €O, Wrs t6 tako over protaetion of the
ontirs Duchy of LUXEMBOURG. CCR wns ordurud to continuw its riission cnd to
"tuock up" thu tril of its colum so thot GCB wowld b ~blc to cross thu
rivire During the night cnuny prtrols work.d irto the ford in th, vicinity
of W;'J..LL'NDORF and o~usud nuch troublos Thuy swre clounred out -t Caylinht

16 Scptombure DLnuny occsunltius for 15 Scptunbors  killud, 127;-c:pturcd, 441,

ot 0135, 16 SUptunbur cC.. rvportud that viuiy nntietrak Suns firing fron

astone rut-ining wells on tho Bast benk of the rivur hrd kmockud out thruc
tanks ~t 1000 y“.rd ronzce Putrols roport.d thet the cnuiy lin. coross thoir
~wntire front wos hunvily dofundod by infertry r:.th neny noecliine gms and
supportud by cnti-tonk gunse The Last brmk of the river wae occupisd by
duz-in infmtry ond the cttituds of thu wvneny indicctud thoy wure on full
wlort for rn attrck by our forouse OCCR continued its ndvance on 18 & Septui-
bur; visibility was about fifty ynrdse CCB wos ordurud ot 0930 to nove the
huad of its colum just North of RLIZDORF, proprrud t0 cross thy rivere L&
1016 CCR rouportud thot cavny tenks had nmoved into thu arca Joushoe:.st of
I'ILDERSGEGDYN ~nd wore holding uwp tho novauent of its crtillery ~nd tr-ine.
CCB wes orcurcd to sund « forcu to help reliuvve CCR'S rurr vlonountse Lt
1500 CCR wes still mp ~ y.inst hervy unany resistonce ~nd had nado no ~dwv:nec
during th. doye .t 2145, CC ruportod theot the ouoeny wos countor-o wbtocking
five huwndred yords Southe~st of WRTTLITUGLE e Thac lst Bn, 112th Inf Ruzt wos
Cug in rt WOTTLIFGON. Tho right tank colum wes ot FRRILINGEN ~nd tho ~tt- chud
G28th Trnk Dustroyur Bottelion was ot BUZEN. .t this tiiae CB v-3 closud in
(1D rran oouth of HOIILRDIGEN with « forcu onge_ vl in cloaring out NILIDEREGLGEIT«
.4 2250 orZirs woroe rocoived from V Corps tu ceonsolidatu tho Divisiom forous
noebjsctivwe #8; to sund strony patrols to devilop tho creny situwtion in
che BITBURG croc; to nop up th.z SILGFILD LUT to the Ret ~nd Jouthwst; 4o

v ke no otteck on BITIRG ¢xeupt on Corps order; CC., to nove South "1ith CP
.'u\ vicirivy of BTIDNLILIR cnd to nnintein o nobils forcu to attick ruy
threct to tho Corps 3outh f1l-nk of thu city of LUXUMBOURG. Durin; the
csowss of the rfeoerne n wd nisht 16 Soptumber, CCR repulsod thrus unuily
sountor..ttocks -nd wos wder continuous wrayy rreillory flru. T Division
c~ptuwrud 212 prisonurs -urrw the diye y

St 0645, 17 Soptunbur, tho ro-dblocs of XB ot the ford in tho vieinity
of VL LLLMDORF were rucuiviny wneny n-chine e ~n” nort~r firue. ..t 0745 GCR
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) rcported that its artillery was firiag“on enemy tunks to the Northeast; that

. tho lst Bn, 1124h Ilnf Legt was rec.ivin, unimy machine gun and urtillery firo
Northoust of WETTLIKGEN; that tho ripght toni: coluan wus fighting in th. vicin-
ity of STOCKZu; thut artillcry fire us coming from the North, Nortacust and
Eost ond cnemy tenks were to thw Worthuast und Dust. «t 0820 CCR ruporied
the Pifth onemy counturattuck ropuls.d, that o totul of vight uncy temks wor.
xnoclkod out, and tant . compeny of tanks was assistiag the lst M, 112th lnf
Regt, to counteratt.ck the enumy. Ihe wnoemy attucks wore supporbt.d by at
le.rt forty tunks. The counterattucks continucd throughout thc morning of 17
Suptembcr tnd at 1280, CCR withdrow the lst Bn, 112th Inf R.gt, to 2 position
Lost of STOCLEL. The Buttalion hud had heavy ccsw.ltivs from .n.my wrdill.ry
fir. ~rith only sm1ll ground pr.csure on thom <t th.t time. &t 1425 CCR ru-
nert.d thot the generdl vnimy moveriunt s..med %o b from Horth to South cnd
Prom 3rnt to oste wn onomy attick from North cnd Eist hed bo.n ropsll.d with
fourtuen .nomy tunks destroyud. Vasibility @t this tim. w.s ubout six Hundrod
cordse  wb 1600 orders wore rocoived trom V Corpr for op.r.tions 18 Scphumb.r.
1y, Division was to p.trol toward ths LIFDURG .r.., to continuc cl.ning u,. ths
LIGCFRICD LIVE to South .nd Southwiost; €Cu to koun clos: touch writh th.s sifun-
tion in the LUXJIBARG ur.. cnd be prop.rud to et promptly in th. ~v.nt of

thraot thorce st 1700, CCE reported u forc. in tho woods Forth of .déuZl=

DI.'GEW, th.t the cvnemy wos again b tho ford South of :(MELDILGEN cnd th.t
;latoen'h d beon sont to cleur thuw outs Th. 20, CCB, w8 rl.nning to c.as.
wporations for the d.y b.c.uss of low visibility -ud huovy mud. Tunt mobility
w5 boing grootly hempersd by mude ot 1800 CCR ruported the let On, 112th
inf E..t, digging in on aigh ground w.st of STOCALL, .t 1915 (Cu roported th.t
cnomy ves holding bridgchoads at <CATTRR.CH, GLSSTRPILLIG wnd GRIVINMLCIUHCIR
~jth dug-in icf ntry, light m.chin. zuns, ligh%t cnd ho.vy mortirs .ng. artiltlory.
‘¢ 7000 CCE report.d .11 cporations wors mired doom .nd th.t . ch group h.d
t.on ordured to dufund in pluc:; tuet 11 oloments wers und.r .n.y .rtill.ry
fir.. ot 2200 C.R r.port.ud its forcis.on . lin. from sov.om hwidr.d 7. rds South
of STOCERW to ta. sdorth side of Hill 407; th.t th. 112th Inf Rogt wos rec.iviug
crtillory time rirc .nd that somo rtillory fire wee folling over most of
the roc.

By nigat of 17 S.ptomb.r our bpridgshe 4 hed r. ch.d its grontest sizc.
it s the nprroxim.ty sh.p. of - norsusihos .nd .xitond.d from o point South
of GLI IwaTN on the &urt B.ak of riv.r, south of TUTTINGS - MITTLVDORF,
Scuth. et tow.rds 3TOCiw to wiaurs GCR h.d L.oa forc.d buck frow BITITILGON,
+lin Soutm.ost back to the SLUIR RIVAR ©t o point <bout h lfwy boto.on ‘
L LsOD0LRF and BULLLYDORF.,  its crun wrs cbont 35 squ.r. milus. On tuis dny C
“he Gum.oae tost 32hH killed, wnd 89 prisor.re, -iith 15 t nks .xd 1o aolf-

ro.cks doatroyede

~r midaight 17 Scptumber tho sround .ctivity in CCR s.ctor a d Imost
.1t 1y stopped .nd st 1000, 18 suptember, thure still h d beon no cont .t
3¢ . wnomr ground troopse Howsv.r, ~.11 units of th. comm.nd sors obill under
Loy rtillery fire.

T, Divieion CP mev:ed to #O2TRCFF ..t 110C, 18 S.pt.mbore L1 o.port
from CCB .t 1200 indie:.tud ore column cdvenein in th. dir.ctiorn of g 1 TINGN,
‘nd o sceord column cdvincing ou KOR: ORICH .nd #ULSTLIGLS. . Comt .t Conm.nd
wr.s continuing with mopping up -nd Gumelitio:. ork. Both columnus wore meving
on foot, progress very slow. The -rom; a d ..g-in punotr.t.d to- the vieinity
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‘of thy ford during the night and 1:.id somc minus, which our troops l.tor
cl.irde .t 1530 CCB roport.d th.t iceruas.d cnomy .etivity wos boing _ncoun-
turcd <nd thet throo tunks hid b.on lost from .n.ny rockut-launchur firo. CCu
wis ordor.d, ot 1500, to acnd ou. of the othour two batt.lions of the 112th
Inf Eugt to ruplace the lst Bn, then with CCR, The activity of CCR orn thais
dute h.d beun limitud to the firiung of its crtilliry on snumy ir its sictor.
Th. 1st B, 112th Inf hogt, h:id heivy cusu.lti.s from onumy rtilicry firs,
=nd « pl.toon of Compuny u, €28th Tunk Dustroy.r Bottilion had stiyed -rith
th. infeoautry to its 1.st round of wm-wnition in -ssisting in the -rithdr-wal.
.t 2125, the cn.my artillery fire in CCR scetor a.d slackun.d considerably.
e toun of WTTEEDORF wais on firc aud found to b mor. hu:vily occupiud than
vruviously thought,

« report wi.g reccived from CCu tht n estim tud buttilior of .nuay are-
“illory w.s in position ir the viciaity Zist of GuuVuMi.CHIR, ta.t civili.ns
Ld bo.n warued thut the vnumy wias to attack through the zone @V .CTR -
AORAERDLIIGE - ROWICHe 4t 0400, 19 Suptumb.r, CCR ruport.d .nomy vohicles
noving in its scetor and plicud urtillery concuntrutions on theme Corsidor blc
smov.aont of cnumy tunks wis ropertid in the vicicity of LUTTINDORF. .t 0740
th. pusiticas of CCR wore boing hucvily shullid by cnemy artillurye .t 030C the
-noriy leunched w two-prong.d tink und infuntry ottick on CCR, moving Scuthn.st
'nd Scuthwest from METTENDORF. Lightuun cnimy lork IV tonks are kaoin to
L Vo buon kncekid out by CCR ia r.pclling this ctt.cke .t the sm. timu CCB
reported snomy working .ust .nd Nortlwest from BISDORF with continucus light
n?! wodium cuomy artillery fire ocoming from L.st .nd Korthsast. .t 0910 CCR
reocrtd its CP had moved to HOLMURDINGul te avoid snomy crtillery firs. wt
1037 CCB repertsd that BLOWDCORF wus ole.r of cnumy, .t 1130 Uneay inf antry
stteokod and tock the bridgs at wilLJNDORF but wure ferewvd cut agein and had
vithdrovn by 1250 to Southe:8t cdge of wulloDORF, .t 1225 CC3B wos att.ckud
by vnoay toaiks from the licrthe CCOR s attocked 2t 1325 fror the Korthy st
by ervony tenks. Buth attucks wero repulsede. .t 1455 ths bridge ot w.LLINDORF
w.u8 reportcd securs. Doth CCR .nd CC3 wors still recuiving huovy artillory
fire. Tas 2d 8n, 112th inf Regt goiag up to relicve +he lst Bn with CCKk a2 d
bo.n aclted by fire sicrth of BluwsduRF. CCB wis crlercl to sond = fores to
relicve thu prossurc on thua 'so tavy cwuld c.ntinuce Tais prussur. Vs
noutr.lized by CCB ut 1600, 4t 190, «rdors w.re ruccived from V Corps for
opuri.tiins fcr 20 Soptenber: I. ornsclid.it. proswint bridgunt d pogiti-ns und
propire for offiasive aeticn to worth, L orthoist or Scuth, .nd ¢ ntinug pro=
tuotion of LUKGMBOURG wurvue Tae lst On, 112¢h 1ud kupt, haviag boun rolicwed
from CCR wes givun thv mission of proteeting tiw bridpe ot WuWLLio.DORF fir thy
dght 1920 Scptembere .t 1800 the Comawding Officcer, Divisi 2 wrtillory, w s

rlor.d to move all artillory oo the aust =f the Grma horder without dol.y.

«6 1830 CCR wis .rdorod tu have the 24 Bn, 112th Iuf fcgt, protoot its
-.8t flank whilc the rumaiinder cf CCR withdrow wust.cf the frontior to a
.-siti u S.uth of DIEalRCH. CCB wus .rdorcd te ¢ nsclidots ite position,
.reparol tc follow OCR on 20 Soptombar. st 1845 the Commandin, Officer, Dive
isiin .rtillery was given u fire lins und orderod to lay he.vy fire lJest of
tho ling tc ocver ths withdrawal of CCR. ..t 2005, crdors weru ruceiveld from
V C: rps thet CCB wculd nct be withdrawn west of the Gorman berdor cxoupt on
C-rps ordere ut 2145 CCB ruportcd thut its p.siti'n had bucn ost-blisiul as
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ardored; that B Couprany, 01st Trak Bn, was huavily ongejud by wneal iri nter,
rnti-tank s ond artillory on tho outskirts £ BILDSDORF; thrt ta.y "wro
sunling off tho towm rnd stopping for the nite Lt 2247, CCB wes inntructed
thet it would hold the bridsohead wmtil Gerps nuraltted withdroirle  Tho

2d Bn, 112th Inf iost wes holding on the rond botiuon BIDSDOF rrd W, LLTIDOF,
gC.. hed otntinusd patrol rctivitios on 19 Suptenbor vith soau o rtnct writh
unony patrols in its soctore

By 0110, 20 Scptuiher, ~11 of tho rrtillery f the Divisic:: hd 2isplaced
Hust of the rivere CCR's hu dquuarters wes just South of GILSDOWLFe ceoR
corpletud its vithdr-wal ~nd wos olosiag in ossw bly rrie ot 0500 Durin;
the dey the 1st nnd 2d Br.ttelisns, 112th Inf Rejh, Vere ~ttrek.d by the
ety but held tho W, LLLNDORF brid-se under he vy rrtiliory rnd nertor firo
+nd in clusu conbiet with wnuny round troopse  CCB cortinued its precsure
Yorth of th. uridive .nveny bonk ‘nd inl-atrs atbeel: frim thy North w.s
ropulsude CCL, c.ptinucd its patrol rotivity, with nejitive r.prtse CC.
artillery dustropad one ~mr.d vwhicle end o freiht train ir the vicinity
SF GLVATIL.CHTLe Lt 1605, n henvy rrtillery cuneuntrotion wns pleced on
tho hostil. forcus in BIDGDOLRF, rollewed by - soralin; fron plenese .t
1900, CCB rupurt.d tho lst ~ad 24 Bettnlicis, 112th Inf o 5t, wWorc nooing
into pesitiin n the risht £1-nk, cnd that the ~ir swpport wis wnpor rily
acutr: lizin o the .neaye ot 1745, orders wor. r.coived fra. V Corps for
caer-ticns 21 Suptuabers  Contiiau issiLa wloer current orlors, anint An
cand tprove oll positioug, rivp up nr-ns o propir . for fargher cdvrnes b
£ 3r5te .t 2130, CCR v criured b plice v Lk eciipray it position
slom 3 the o Y pBogt of the river rnd South of W ILD:DORF, to prove & .L.ve-
sont of onuiny olong the rivere Durii: ; the ni 6 the Lueny duiiclishid bobh
the trondwes brid ;v nd tinber brid o ot WLLIDONF end Alrsd apsTronenod
o Gurninr sidoe

Lte CoLl 2l Gils n, Cairdddrng 156 Ll L. 3 Vs Craraet in cobion
rad ovacuntode il jor G rlrd ., oxocutive Ofic.ry, o8 swnud coriinrcle

ot 0730, 21 Suptuntber, CCB'sS toals vore o tHocke? byt wnony Uit

rifl. rnd coschine cws firee ey Dogour rehLl bervitin f ounmaly
rotiitye Lt UBLS, V C.rpu Crier .l aggrossive -oor llins t be cerricd out
in €C.'s seetare & CUOC, CCB 8 moryile s il DY wne -rtill.rye Tho
unatly presswry : CCB's socur © finuel t ho toer to ob oub 1800 whor 1t
lussencd & aewhate Thu Cornynaing orficer, 267, -8Tiitud chswld ti.s 1

30 t.0 50 purc..t lind bewn inflicto. 1 th. -0 7 The rer WS st111 mdor
hurry onay oroillory fire ot £t tines T.o LiTision ortillory rop Thed
tart sover 1 Loy o rtillery botteri.s h.l beos L SLrTLO shull-l gl
tart .0 ouiecireraft jus hol bool gpottod cnd dostroyonds [, hoovy qun

irpvised 0oL house wWos sholled nd baubsl by the Lir Furccse U 1700,
L3 roporbel trensy onoay tarks crussing b Cord at NITDOLSGDGAT. LAr
Lp ot stoppel taong oo Mes lnovn t. b rstr_mle [t 1030 CC3 ws

roore? by rospol nessny o vithdr-w lest of ©0. river, startias At eldo,
to tove by roube fLLLIITDORF - JJUTDOLF ~ Elot 2720 = GIL3DCRF to visiiity
LIGLUDORF; OCQ wes roored to cover tho wigdrewol of COL rni to Ladotrin
f.reus nlun s the river ot W ILLIDORF unitil Swotlou o corss the Divisien
Srtillory to 4.liver henwy fire t gowver o JLna Tl ir 1.
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The withdr.#.l w.s cxccutsd .s plnncd nd .t 0400, 22 Septumbur, CCB
h.d el..rod ths ford .nd wis yoing iato .n .es.mbly rc-.. Throughout the dy
of 22 Septcmber artill.ory fires w.r. deliv.r.d on .n.my t:urgets. ..ir support
w.s rlso umploycd. Th. lst nd 2d b.tt.lionz, llZ2th Inf R:gt revert.d to ond
r.join.d th.ir rogim.nt with Gu. nd th. uivision C& mov.d to th. vicinity of
FELS, CC.. continuud p..trol .ctivity.
™. tot' 1l .n.my cusu.ltiLs nd m.t.ri.l dortroy.d during op.r..tioas .round _

th. bridg.h. d .cross OUR - .Uk RiVan§ in w.rm n torritory from 14 Sintumbor
4o the night 21-22 Scpt.omber 1944 is s folliows:

5Td .Jwd DIV 9TE U.3. .LJIP FORCE MOLJS

Zn.my s.rsonn.l C su 1tics
»illed 2,353 150 (.st) 2,503
rrisoncrs 1,213 - 1,218
Totels 3,571 150 3,721

Zn.omy m.t.ri_l D.stroy.d

¢ nks (.11 typ-s) 45 24 69
.11 oth.r motor v.hicl.s 50 . e72 142
.rty (Incl iis=AT) 42 2 44
Ivy Inf .pn, 1t 4A 17 - 17
Tot.1l 154 118 272

Yo .ir Forc. d.m.g. or c.su.lti.s ars includ.d imn .ny tot 1ls for thu 5th
ymor.d Division .3 given in this n.rr tivs, othcr th.n in thu above t.bloc. '

On 23 3cpt.nber it w.s pl.n.d to mov. CCR from its position .long tho
riv.r to th. vicinity of UIZJCH, Th. .n.my .t mid=d:y pl-cud .. h.avy mort.r
‘nd rtillory conc.ntrution on CCR so th. pl n to withdr.w w.s .b ndon.d :nd
thuy wor. ordercd to rum.in in pl .cc. ot 1815, 23 S:ptembour, ord.rs wurc ro- \
c.ivud for op.r-.tiocns for 24 5. t.mb.ri To continu. pr:s.nt issign.d missions
.nd to umploy suffici.nt forcus r.cross th. Livision zonu to pruvunt on.my
from crossing th. border. Iastructions -rore =lso roc.ived th:t on. Ccmb .t
Teom of th. 33rd Infintry bivision would ‘rriv. in = .r.. to thu South of
the Division on 23 S.ptumber; th t the 83rd lnf ntry Livision would closc in
this .r.. on 25 S.ptumber. .t 2130 . dircctiv. from V Corps ordercd r.ggres-
sive count.r mussur.s to b. ti.k.n .t oac. in CC.. s.ctor by p.trolling ncross
th. river into <nomy hold torrivory, .nd th t dumonstr-.tion rtill.ry firos,

-nd :.ir support ..s .v:il=bl., b. pli.ecd on .ny known .uumy targets.

5th wmor.d Inf-ntry

Lt, Colon.l Gl.nn G. Dickunson ' .8 asgign.d to the 1
".tt .lion, join.d, :nd w.ssumd comand on 23 Scptumber.

On 24 Suptumber CCu mudu . dmonstr..tion buforc GREVENWLCHIR, Visibility
¢ poor duy to r-.in. Mud gr.:tly hampored movomunts Dumonstrition activitice

_r. discontinu.d .t 1300, P.trol .ctivity in its suctor h:d no .n.my ocon-
..et to this timc. Some cnomy artillory firc f£e1l in tho scotor during tho d:y.
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(Lotter, Report .fter .ction . suinst Lne.~ - 5. toobar 18ii, a5 rad Div)

ot 0613, 20 Jepfombur orders recoived rrov. “ax'. 5 gvasod vt e the
Secord Coubatc Taam of the £€3rd Infantry Divisins ~ud closed in tho LT7XE. RO G
area the 112th Infuntry ¢ jinent ould nove 0 1eivin the 2eth Indenwury
Division; that .hen the ontire 3ord Infarir s O7-isic: had closed in, 34
wrould be movad 1Vorth to join the romaindoer of Slo Diviedor; tant Ul LEh
rmorud Division vould raotein rousporsitilics Jor Ul Vortlorn alf of tlw
Duclhiy of LUXEMBOURG. .t 0830 CCH vus ordersd ©n rolicvre CCR at tlw frotiur
during tho dave .t 0325 CC,, ruported it was ©o ‘.f‘.l.':a e denowgtration in tho
W ASERBILLIG croae Ono boat load of ey wes sk by artill.ry fire aile
attomptiny to oross the river noor WLSSERNILLIGe .t 1900 sho rolicl of

CCR by CCB was complotede CCR weos assomblid i Uhie vicinityr of DILIILCT

.t 1910 V Corps ordercd tho Division to naiitoln sufliciont Tforees slon; »
thu Gornun border to provent wnuny infiltration into the Corps suctor, tho
112¢th Infuwitr:r 2ozinent to b role sed ot dooli 0%, 28 Soptunbure

Lt 1000 26 sepitoembur the 85th Cav Reun -}4 s rolivved in the LUK 30U AG
City wrouae The 112th Inf Rugt movod at 101l ©o r . djoin the 28th Inf Jive 4
1255 the 83rd Inf Div had closed in its area :;;'1«.‘. hrd corprlutely tikun over
tho suctor from CCoe ..t 1505, CCB runortid ot »Hutrols on its richs flonk
¢auzht six cnuny pullin:; a barg. and that th.o ooy were killed and dhe
bergc dostroybd; that patrols on its luft hrd cooont inturmittort cauy
netrols of vhich most had buon killude .t 1517% orders wwre issuct to CCus
Sbth C-v Re . 8q less @ and D Troops attached o CCL at onee, G737 to 1iovs a
light forco to tho Forth and take over the scetor hold by the 1021 Cv
Jroup, rcliof to boe offuetid bofere dirk; bounl ry between CCL and CCRs
S.UBR JIVED = BITTEIDOF - GOIiTIGD; CC. luss itvs 1i it force o aovs Lorth
that dayr, inbto assonbly arca ot daylizht 27 Soowe :ba,r in vicinity of
"COIISTHULI. '

The force frow CCL complutud tuldng over i .o the 102d Cav Grow: o0
2200, 26 Soptunibure During tho doy 2€ Supt.lbor air cupperi bobod nd
strofud the arca GOLLEVDORF = W.LLOLDORP = Ju3ZSLDIIGLNe V Sorps ruported
at 2100 thot onoe truck had boun coptured by T cuauny in the vicinity of
ACDIR and that the onouy ves coustantly irfiltr Lirg in that aruae

* €6, moved at 0800 27 Suptoribur and closud in cxrui. ot 17006  The Division
Treirs nov.d to DTTRLBRULCE, closud in wrei at 1000e  Tho omly wneayr cotivity
during the day was a suell aiownt of artiller: Pir. luring the ~ftornoon and
sunu vnemy air cctivity froam 2100 to 242006 InTour wtior was roociv.d fro. V
Corng th~t lunents of VYUI Corps would cxrrive 13 the rrua on 28 Suptaibure

.6 1130, 28 Suptoumbur, o ruport from Corps st tud that thore wrs viuny
netivity in £he town of HOSIUGEIT, thot the 28th Iaf Div was cvecustin: the
t.mie  CCL wos instructoed to coordinate with the 28th Div nnd oluxr ©.. cru-.
of Srunye At 1130 CC4 ruportud it was in contact with o couprny of wnuny
Lif ptry just Dest of WEILERe .t 1135 Division ,rtilloery Huadquerters r.e
portod ununy ot tho Gornan pontoon bridew ot VILNDEN -and ununy troops on
the Wust sido of tho rivore .ir swpport was ~ivoun thg bridge as o trgot,
rosults not ruportuds Durinrn the af'turnoon SCL clerred thi droyr rumnine
from the vicinity of DORSCHEID to the visciiditr of HODLISHLUBLT, r. . uriing
arce. olorxr ot 1800e I% rupurtui also thedt ¢ 2.tict with aeny petrols of
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(Lottor, R.port oftur Jotion .Zg;ninﬁt Lnony

Suptanbor ¥944,. Hq 6th md Div)

from fiv to twonty ron hod buch mads during e aftornoons .t 2220 00
ruportod considorablo nov.munt of snemy South of WALLENDOIF end anumy ol
rotivity ovor the arvne = : . : '

-eongontrations woru fircd on BOLL.WDOF muid on cnay vehioles in vieinity .
of D.IIMMN At 2000 Field Order number 28 wes received from V Corpss The )
Division, whom rclioved by elemunts of VIII Corps, wis to assemble in tho

“ren arowmd the town of F..YMONVILLE, BLLGIULN, propoared to pcss throush the

“th tnd 28th Infentry Divisions on Corps ordor cnd to sparrhead the V Corps

~ttnck through tho SIRGFRILD LINE; wpon roliof, to movo the 85th Cav Ren

Sq to the North to roliove Corps Troons in tho gonu butwuen V Corps! ot
t mpor.ry North boundary and VII Corps! puraciont South boundary; to sercan

who rstcnbly of V Corps, meintein contnot with VII Corpa, and protcot V

Ccrps! lot't £lenl; the 85th Cav on 8q attachud to 1024 Cavnlry Grouwp on

arrivol in now arog.

On 29 Scptunbur thoro Wns no eomtrot with the vnumys  Artillory

e only contaot with sneay on 30 Sopitunibur was o patrol in CC. svctar
Tifteun to tuenty stronge V Corps vy vurnission for tho Division to
xtond its now assumbly arcn Southuwust to the lin WGCHT =~ BORM if nooudide

Totel ereny onsunltics for the aorth o Soptumbur worus killed,
33875 captur.d 3087; t-n'ws onpturud nd dustrow.d, 81; motor v.hioles
crptur .d and dostroyod 394; artillary, oapturod and dostroyay, including
i and LD arty, 138; Inrentry Yoy waanaas oaptuwrud and destreynd, 192,
LIso exptured wore © sirplanes, inlaot} sovoral hwidred roconanissaice
hicyeles; 1 worahousae, soataining: niscolinuecus air foroe vquirmont valued
at 32,000;0@0

Durin_: tho coupratatively static situction i LUXIMUG, units hed
had on coporemity to parfore waintunmnea, Lo cveluabo lossus, and to
salva ;o personal squioriont and clothine,

(Ir fhe pontrotion of o SILGFLIDD LD ¢odiaat wnd antoricl los 508
Wore heavier thon ot wny othor 1lik RID o (TN R T cumpid Jie Supply
nd sveCuntion wes Jiffisuls qu oo Nility L roteet tiho Supply linc
A within Gurmon torritarre In ta. orovicus SRS 8 o tho oxippaimm it hod
boun neeuss wy far the cordat wnits ¢, Kooy Wiy cxbat tr-ins olos. b.hina
for protuction of the tr-ins, diis coliey resdoll i abnornnl lussus in
GLILIY when th. treirs  ro WS oWer, suabject O oso sy rtillery ~id rorter
Jiro e The Withirooal fron GOULXNY wis neca)lo L wisk the Lveountion of

. 3 - 3 T e AR R
TeeTatv o the d;mesid voadells whiek g PANBATRE B (RN FOTN

Ator the widt orodne hel Lithdr om £ GOILUTY CCR et its W ecut
£ veidn 1o of cramitiin, wolin L weters A rrnere! swpaly
reivvns forl, usicos elf -t el vors rnil cariors fr oy oon. of the il
Ind® 3ng v D3i-vy isg oY un bl othl tr cose Suvlics vor. ‘Cliverud ond tue
Comdur 5 Szl i Bl ot CIRY O owdur S L S lvr g Trl':ilss.
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(Lottor, roct Lfta otien 5ombunbol 4944, Hq 5th ,amd Div)

For the fow rocinin< d-ys of the nocth the Division wog oo defoasiv.
nission which vormiitiud tine for en crynizel 2lin of dnspoction ool inte
cunncce Tho v.hiol.s 'nd pors.ial uqull,‘lu.\'.‘t < the Division wors rohbili-
t ted in rocdinoss for contiiwl opuratisiice

On 28 Scptuibor ~ coavoy of 80 trucks wos cout boek to NORLIWY to
brin: forward Gufflo ba s wnd bajave Xl L8 Jure nads for sub=

s.guunt insid. storn u in the city of LUL '*BUL'Lu.
6+ COMMENTS.
Fdllowing are comments for the month of Septombor 1944.
Section I - Personnel latters

a. Aoplacenentss In general thé corments wade on ‘uzust oporations
‘re still applicable. -The prectice of makin; alnost daily requisitions
;a5 found to work well and was continued. The Replacemeut 3attalion servine
the commend #as moved closer to it tnereby zreatly facilitating tne receipd
of replrcerentse The quality of replacenents, as in the preceding month, * -
runved from vury satisfactory to excellent. Difficulty was still exnuricnced
i1. obtainin: certain cutugories of specialistse (00 much time elupsoa
Wtrsen ruduisition and receipt of pursonnele This rosulitod in importi.nt
positions rumuininz uafilled over too long a p.riod; wnd in 108 buinj con-
verccd o nuut the roquisitions~-sometimes withovt suwficiont acourucye It
is .opprecicted thet, this boinyg a quustion of stockagu, it 7ous back ulti-
“Wbely to training neeussary spuciulists at home in sufficicnt numbers and
of tis nu.ded kindse [0 th. -xtunt that numbers :nd diversity of spuci.lists
wveilable w8 roplooemunts ean be incrucscd, it should bs douce

Tnu number of ow mon r.oturn.d to duty convinued wms tisfactory. The
pr.s.nt polic;r of holding thoem for 30. lays b.i'ci. usu us ruplacinunts for
oth.r unite is not cnourhe It is folt tuct, ovei -t the vxpense of roenderine
the deplecement systven loss fluxible, ll mon s Shey become fit for duty,
should b. roturn.d to th.ir ovn wnitse Ordircr:- %im. lnzs wnd non=battle
loss.s would lergoely off=sut overstronth roovliing from such o policye
Mor.ov.r, if com wndors were .8:ur.d of' 7.ttirz rck thluir om rwx’, Ty
nunb.r of wwn requisition.d ould be r.duc.de

be Growves Rezistroations and Buricls: Thouzh thoro was hoavy fishting
durirg the month, in only two o-s.s woer. hosuy nirials found neoussarys

ce .forcle -nd Disciplincs The umorale and discipline of the cowmand
‘ero oxcelient, Only 1b cowrts-nartial cases wero tried throushout the
oo de AWOI. and straggling presertsd no provleii; whilo the Provost
Jlarshal's reports shoved a surprisncgly sr:iall ruuber of violetions of
Jrdairery 8tandin~ orders sush as leaving vehiclos umattoinded, spsodiny ard
. 6 likoe

d. Special Services The com.ents for . ujust 134 rugarding distrihve
ticn of PL ravions, particularly cicarettes, ro-air apvlicable. *hile +the

RERER

dif7iealtivs causod by lack of transportatici. or nrioritius for novunont of
sl lie, warmition, ote., we wderstoou wid apnrecisted, it should bo
wCte that i in dotuate supply of eisursttes bCCOvlbo nore sericus as a

C:.n. iz, nrowesoes and ruserves wro used 19.

—l'—’-u‘
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Soction II ~ Intullizuncu ilatturs

l. - Vosurvation of Gurman dofunss a7.inst ow punutratior of Siufricd
Linus . : s
e tmo Gurman will cowstor -attaok with any forou ‘he oo colluct
fron o Squad ,;_e :
", by ommtor-at’cucks worc moo&*&ino.tod.

.. e f yponqtration into Gornany will bu rict with all th. foroo tho
Jr.ony ear-4o omd amloss othor attaoks arc nadu sinultansously to tiv
dovm snuny farecs, hd will bring forces from othor scotors of thu 1inc.

de The Siuzfriond Linu in itsclf, although o stfgay hntural
position. is nab what it .was’ bauybooad %0 bc by tho uumtma. I"ill-boxoa
wore not built ‘with gun umplaooments or gims of aduguatc onlibor to stop
nodorn tanks e * ‘Without stromg mobilc rusorves to attack o ponotrotion
{Goruentq original thoary of thu dofumsu of the linc) it will not be too
diffiowlt to Wrucke In goncral thu griat cxpunditurc of monay, matericl
rnd ‘tino the Gernans nade on the’ Siugfriud L;L“w is c8 #Zruct o WmStu ds tho
Fr.neh Meginot Lin. proved to bu. | | ,

_-2¢ In o fost uoving situaticn it is belicvid necessary for the Corps
t¢ advancs o rcelay rodio station in order to acintain ecntects Foilure to
do 8o rusults in most undesirebly delays in reporting and roeccivins inforn-
ation.

4\ 3+ Dwring “the nonth it was possible for the Divicion tu keop o frirly
coceurnte picturc of the .nomye. This was duc tv very 7vod roporting wm
the pert of the writs of thg Divisicne .

4e The importrncc of the ropid disseniieticn of informatim ard the
rosults which can bo obtained therefrom were woll illustrated by the immodiate
trancnittal, 0 attack bombers in the air, of information received from a Puw,
resulting in the destruction of a large quantity of eneny nateriél, the kill-
\Ving of g great many personnel and the capture of en entire regiment,

5 Air Reconnaissance continwed to be a disappointment, partially
brcause of weathor conditions but principally because it was not roadily
available und comunication =vith the eir was too indiruct.

. Co Tho prescncc of hostile civiliens in our area of operation was a
constant threat to security. Several cascs of civilians ziving infornation
to the eneny and of enony soldisrs operatirg in civilian clothec vere found.
P.zou conditions call for constunt vizilanco uporn tho part of all porsonncl
a.d sxtromu activity by CIC.

Section III - Opouratious

ck
i

Opuratiors of tho Division during the i . of thu initicl penctrotion of
5i ¢ tho Sivzfriod Lince again indicated thav ow tuctical prirciples as tauht
r. vow.d wrd thut violeotions of t’ms\, princinl.s are costlye It is quite

Soar .t bk bhe Arcorced Division ls capcble of attackiag and punctroting o
re ol b s such o8 oxisted et JALLETDORTe Foucver thore arc scevoral

ct

1 r:o.u “ro: thuat gttack gia)

sl - -
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ae Mo day b tor. bthu nttaciz, tii.
autack arcue Thais, 1t "mur

troop ov.oente in the tas 5 norel ar.a oo
smd.retood, was Jor the purposs of drawiny ooy troops fro.w anotinr SLouer
of thu fronte Mo r cult "o tnnt hoin CCR wituci.d on 14 Jopturbur, tho
N1V Rad troops rendilv cauiluhl. to cowmntor—aitiac!te

be Mo atback of « rortiri.d povitivi, ariiculirlyvion it imvolies
. rin.r eroscir o, reviires tio. for plaadnc o courdinnvione  The pedrs Lo
bt ok wor. rov.oivod by othe Divicdion ot 1020 o0 15 Lo toibore LU LSS0
y.fore ¢o1end s conld be aseonllod and b DAL inlon Covander finds d
“4yvinc orders ror the ttrck Lnich vos lawms o % 1200 tho noxt d e o
5tk sucooodod and tho Sicrriod Line was e )l tely ponctrot o but only ,
e L0 Whe bol'ness of wxecubion wid the oo weocive thinness of ... Line
5. that orece Tinu for plimming for J yli b rovonncissac ., for coord-
iy ticn wni for itsuwmec. of ord.rs nust b. llos.de '

Ce N..m . ponctrotion is nwde by angsorce, snd porticul-rlyiten
7. by cn Ar oo Division, tloor. niust bo o ovidud ouler troops, inf onti,
to held over B lie of conamicrtionse  The STu.ck P'oree cin 0 iorv. rd

oly Fxt so ur o5 it ¢ be swplicd.

-

1, .. choic. of locrtion for « peiotr clon of « Jortifi 4 nooivion

st bt into considurction neny fretorse 0. Jlasity of tlo fortilic tics
i o wejor irstor, but ity b. of fsct by the nrtwre of thu terr Anoon
Cither side of bl point of ponotrotione If Ul witack 1s to bho oulv
1indited objeciive. opuratior’, tuding in o hol Zi o the ground -y, il
sonotretion shoul rot bo il nt oopoint Twere oo “Ltreking - tololg
force will be subjuct to Jdu L.obing terr.din o Lot Ilrnks, dece o dof’iles
At JALLENDORF, the it ok of CCR wrs stovpel ko .oy - ction in it ruor,
not o7 its froite ™o Divicion hud inswfici il irfrortry to hold o lorg;
Ts of corw.ic tivrse how the foru-rd jrojr.ocs of th. nttecliwis Lhwu
stonpud, the two CC's wor. ordurad to cosoelicnt. 1.2 holds  Thoy were
forcod to de so in the conter (n bottom of o Ysewcur™, irto which, fron

, ;

~11 sides, the .nuay hed oxesllont obsorvotios <0 powr.d nuch ertill ry
firb.

e 0 ~tuerpt Lo nold powd 7l s o wlt troops for GBI ur -
‘bHlo jerin. o tie jroved very oXpensivae Tie i nuwiber ol etatior
voriclas orfare) o0 excellent trrpel for tie o ol [he percente ;2 of
L vir to b sk ool other cssoult werporne 1o teo oo w1l te perait tlen
et lich Cuzein positions of sur'ficient stre ol to protect the whole fores
ivro v el b ol tine. sgenls forces, vior ocetul hns been lost 9l
et it Lot oty s not cwvedloble or sonn expecsdd, shoull freli~toly

. Bl e
e i

I M—— a1 W

Je Dwirg this operction it weg pwcessery i seversl dinut noun o
o L Ao s 0 A (AT) for drect fire deloniive nisciorce Such v
Cproved Lo Lo vory orfuctives Busiles the olfsutivo covoreps o0 vk
Sor st 1ive, tho peveholosis LooffLoh e e :

.
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(Lotter, Report Afte  Acticy Agoinst Evony - Sortaibe | 19044, Hg ouhoLp L
Suetion IV = 3uplr o+ i gonrncu

le Units of an .umorud Division must be prepered 0 1Orm croor cd s 1y

troins, wing light ~rnorod vahiclose
over routus which. arc wnder sncll arns firc.

vt
e holf trock personncl corsiur

To oexrry nuodoed supniise to ol

is an-.oxoollunt vihicle for this pUurpos. e

2. Whon swply linus wore cnoernally loang nueh unnecussary trevel wns

savud by nainteining redio comnuniontion with the

wmnits of tho Division ndvisud
acconmplishced by sotting wp o
at thu truckh:~d with o
Jidnistretive Not,

3. Mdintunoneo norsonncl

Worpons of all tynous of coibnt

wdorgoing roprir arc o source
aréese In onc ocasc o discbled

f the status of QM supplics,
partior of tho Division Quarterunstor socticn
high powur racio sot (SCR 399) in the Division

lrny Truckhard to kecp the
This wcs

should do frniilicrization firing of v hicular
v.hiolos in the Division. Weapons of v.hicles
of addud fircpovrer for dufunsc of sorviecc

tenk vhich wos being ovacuntod by Or . n-xncc
pursonncl took wndor firc and destrop! on onuny artillery picec which was
firing on the colum,

<" 4. 8crviconblu unony artillery piveos cnd mmunition were loft by
‘: forverd wmits for following troops to ovecust. or dustr Oye Tais yrrcotice
2 uight prove ddaastrous in en cxploitnticn in .neny torritory whoere bye
< passed vnony troops are protected by tho civilirn opulaco,.

6 Unit supply of ficers should be authcrized
of personal clothing and equipnent to readily re-equiy troons whose equi, -
uent is lost in a destroyed vehicle. The tactical situatiin and lenzthy
8w ply 1inés precluded the re-equijping of sono sueh persamel within a
period 'uf' & week to ten days. '

to carry a snall st.ck

For the ‘Co.rma.nding Generals

. ' .' ’ .

AT AN gt A

EDWARD G, FARRAND,
. Colonel, Ge S Ces

‘ . o ‘ Chidf of Staff. .

6 Itiols¢
Irel 1
Incl 2
Inocl 3
Licl 4
Incl 5
Inol 6

- G-l Jcurnal

- G=2 Jowrnal

- G=3 Journal

= G=3 Alr Journal

= G=4 Journal _ ‘
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Ll OQUARTERS biuy ANWIRED DIVISION *Fauth: CG 5¢h Armd Liy
a0 No zby :initialss
Le o, army ivate: 14 Jgc 44
I PR
old. 1l liiuy 14 cemver 1944,

sLndasts ABUSY 1o4s after wetion Heport, stn armored Division, z _/ v

i P e adjutant Yeneral, sasiaingtea, o, o,
FUCTIRE : Y oHnEnGin g veneral, SUTPS, alv oVb, U, 3, army.

- . - \ s . . 3 N
Suust 1044 ipter action ©CO0rT, acadjusrters Oth armoreq “ivision, for-
Waraed by levter tnie heudquurters, suk jects "action Against wnemy, weports
fter/after action “sports", lu Loy 44, is amendeq a8 followss

d. Liue rorty (20, PBLG TNty (LU), g reads:  Captureg 4325, is
arended to raud: vagtured Zueo,
e 30 much ot line forty (4v), PaLC Twenty (Lu), s reads:  tanks cap=-
tured and destroyed “U0, 1s wnended to reads tanks Captured and destroyed zug,

Ce Llie twenty-cne \<d), La.e W Ly - iy (26, as reads: inemy vaptured
4829, 1is wrended to resad: sneny vaptured Eggg. .

o Tnat purt or iile ceven \7,, Fe s twelty-ceiy \26), a5 roades irul
lanks, is amended to rgad: £08 lanks,

€« Line sev.nteen Ql?/:—?gue twenty-s;x \eu/, as readg: 72 Arty & leces
1s umended to read: 37 arty slecss,

fv L0 weh of line forty-cne \41l) ancg forty-twc (42), L 48 Twenty (zu),
18 reads: ALty pieces captured ang aestroyed, il, is anendsd to reagys: Arty
rieces cuptured anc destroyed, 1zo.

Jor tie Lomnanding weperal:

P

/"/ T v
A
ce e YiVally,
Lt, Cl)lc, e u, L-,
v JLiJutwlt J’Bneral [

AL TN Y )

L LI Y

319.1 1st Ind, oy
(14 Dec 11) e e
HEADOUARTERS, V CORPS, APO 05, UsSs Amy, 18 Decemper 1944,

-

;JQD
TO: Comma ndi ng General, First U.S. Army, APO 230, U,S, Army

1. Reports referred to in basic communication were transmit ted to your
headquerters on 23 November 1944,

2. Request amendment\sf as indi“éat.ed in basie Comiunication be made,
For the Comm ndiné Cefq erals

. ottt /Qa?@ )
| S F, TEAGUE, gp,, |

oo Major, AIG.DQ, ' U
Asst Adjutant General,

SECRET

V4

\
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Ltr Ec 5t Arored Division, ceted 1b Dec 4k, gubi: "Auzust 1944 After Action Renorth.

.1 (A3/7s2) 2d Ingd,
QEA_% ASTERS ¥IZST ULITED STATES ARY, APO c2C,
&t The Adjutant Genernl, Waghin~ton 25, D. C.
-Z27t Commaniing Genersl, Eurovean Theeter of Onerations, U.S. Ar-~y-, APO 857.

August report of Ath Arwrec Division was forwerded as Inclosure #1 to
letter, thig headauarters, dated 24 Yovember 10k,

For the Commanding General:
%W e
- 29
A, © g'd
K , A C
v A
3720.V
¥319.1 (aG-0) 3rd Ind

Headquarters Twelfth army Group, AFO 655, 22 December 1944 .

e

A%y S
WS gt CURED s
AQ, Mail Sect, Ha-
* 7 Army Qrewy

-
. ;
;
;
» //
.

e

TO0: Commanding GeffdNH&pHL TOUSA, APO 887.

1345

5124 CSEGRET-
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REPORT ,FTER ACTION GAINST EMEMY

OCTOBCR 1944

HE,DQCLLRTERS b1 ZPRD DIVISION

A

b

NN
CONTEITS ™
C-
Paragr oh Pare -
a @ ar ) , .
T. Compaim : - 1 L |
2. Connendors ’ 1 'Q
3+ Babtdo Gnsualties 1
4,  Vehicular losseos 2
5. Narrative 2 -3
6 Cowments 3 -6
5 Irlob. ’ . '
Inecl 1 -~ G=-1 Journal - 1945
Incl 2 - G-2 Jownal JAN 151?
Incl 3 « G=3 Journal {50
Incl 4 = G~3 Air Journal g

Incl 5 = Ged Jowrnal
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SECR T’ N R Piiriir:
w7 : &ECRE :
. E s Xuth: cg 5th frad. Div:
e T HEADQUARTZRS. STl ARMORED DIVISION : Initislr: /A :
APO No 2565 : Date: ? ')rc e
Ue S+ Army tisIsIssiisss ety
21041 GNNJG 2 Nacemver 1344,

REPORT AFTER ACTION AGAINST TNEMY, OJTOBER 1344,
l. CAMPAIGN: estern Eurape,

2, On 1 October 1944 units of ths Division were commindad by the
f3110w1n°' namned oflicers:

Sth Armd Div - MiAJ GEN LUNSFTIRD E OLIVIR, 03036, Ul4
Combat Command "A", 5th Armd Div - BRIG 477 RUGIVED RIGVI N ', QGR25, T
HqQ & g Co, Combat Command "A" - CAPT HARL W RO, 01010u4 0, IgF
Combat Commnand "T", 5th Armd Div - COL JOEN T COLRE, 05256, 'V
'*q " Hq Co, Combut Command "R" - CaPT JOI 7 PIRRY, 01012397, I'F
th Arad Div arty - COL DOUGLAS ¢ PAGE, 044953, FA
= Hq Btry, 5th Armd Div Arty - CAPT MARMATT W CUCICX, 0463737, Ta
?esbrvc Command, 5th Armd Div - COL GLI™ ¥ 4WD378077, 08832 I'F
Ha Co, 5th Armd Div - CAPT LARRIV ¥ GREENTOND, 01223085, IVR
2Ig oth Arad Div Tn - COL GUSTIT 1Y MELSOM, 01451z, 17
H’ Co, 6th Armd Div Tn - CAPT JAMES R RAC/ELL, 01011081 CAY
la oon, 5th Armd Div - I.J ALZ{AMDER T TILSN, 03 298 CAV
léotl* armd Sig Co - CuPT GLIT A WILDZE, 0453447, 3¢
36tl Cuv Ren Sq, iecz - il.J JOd P GIZR.LD, 023909, C.v
10th Tunk Bn - LT COL WILLIA’ .. 1.ailB3RG, 029.156, ITF
34th Tanl BEn ~ LT OOL ZA3L L SCUEREIR, 018734, C.V
8lst Tunk 3n - LT COL LT 20Y ¥ .NDIRSOYT, 02 09452, Irr
15th arud Inf Ba - LT COL GLLITI G DICII7307, 0177335, Co./
46th ;rmd Inf Pn - iu.J JILLL. ¥ BURTOT, 036€¢2e, ItT
47th Armd Inf Bn - LT GOL W[h R 7 FIYI:, 0321830, IP
47th armd ™ PBn - Lm oL . TOROROSET JllA_zI\l‘ 0240\91, I'
7Tist irind P Rn - LT OOL 10.2.-L B uSHDURY, 0235867, Fu
96th .irmd F.. Bn - LT COL 5038 ‘-.’ ¥C MIER, 0223703, T.
224 . rmd Lngr Bn o= L7 2OL FRID D RISS. (‘YIJ' D2I5T5, 3B
127th Ord Naint Rn - "i.J LD S 3T .CY, 2318260, ORD
75th Med Bn, .rad - LT COL B3 J....I7 H L.DCR, 0372570, iC

3. Battle Cosualtius for Momth of Octobur 1944:

Off.q.care &l Totl U~ B
Eilled i jetion I~ 72 Tyt
Soriously Wounded in jction 2 & 3
Li hwtlvilowmded in jetion 3 21 24
Scriouslf Injurcd in /ction 0 V] 0.
Lijitly Ingurcd in sciion N 2 “
hlSol‘” L, in Jction I 1 ;

T s el

e . . e me.
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(Lottur, Roovor't .ftor Jetion [z .18t @muny — Ocionax 1844, ig 5th ,or.d Ziv)
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4, Veihicular Lossost

Torue (3) wehiclus destroyud by cnomy cctica and nine (9) wore wvacuntod
ror roprire. -

Vchiclo Deatroxd ar brrdonsd Bv-cuited

T’( PBewek, Licht - 1541 Tty T —{
-rK frack, e dium 3
Truck iy Tor 4 X 4 2 4
Trailer, 1 Ton Cargo - 1
3 -5

5. HMARWIIVE.

O 1 Octour wits of the Divisjior wore octrelling the bhordor hetireun
LERUAY rnd LUXSMBOURG alont thu fest Bk of the S.ITIR RIVIR frao: faet ot
of RODERSILUSEN to a point oppositu BOLLLEWDORF, Imumy cctivity w.g Llivit..d.
rtillory fire £011 on o road in CCu's suciore Jn anbulinne from C8B vis
dustrowd by an unomy nins on a road Yorth cf IOSINGIE. In o succussioa of
st .11 prorol cucountors ono vaumy 6-prcat patiel viae ciptured intoct, ~nd
several othors wore ambuslicd.  Totrl cneny crsunliics: killud, 33 crptrred,
7¢ Thu rodi f of the Division by ths 8th Infootr: Division w o nortgi 10
-f1eted by cvoringe.

3

The 8th Imf oatry Divisicn compluted rolicwing the Divicion onn 2 Ostchur.
ths 86th Cavalry Recormaissance 3quadron was detuched to Corps control, to
assist the 102d Cavalry Group and othor Corps rits in patrolling tae Corps
frort, which extendud Prom North of MWONSCIAU gener:lly Scuth t the vicinity -
GL0LSTEIN, folliowinj the German bowdary throun i the douth h-lr of +ihg
Corps sactor, -

On 3 Qctover, CCR, with the 95th Arworcd ©A Dattulion in support, nnd
the Division Trcins wmarched Horth from the (rand Duchy of LUXESIBOUR: into
BELGIMe Durinj the day an enonmy artillery concantration fell in GT.'s wroae
CC4 moved into DELGIUI: on 4 Octobor, and the romciander of the Division folliowed
on the S5the No enemy contuct Wes exporiencede The Division CP was locuted
near FAWIOKVILLE. For this move all wnit idontific:{tion om vohicles was
obliturated, wid radio silencc was imposeds The rodio silence cortinuwd in
offect amtil 24 Octobure

On the 6th, Company "D", (light Tank Gomp.ny) 10th Tank Battalion, was
attached to tho 4th Infantry Division and moved to the vicinity of FLLITGY .

froops 4 wnd €, 85th Cavalry Reconncissanc. Squadror, were relioved rron
102d Covalry Grow and rovertod to Division control on 7 Octoboer nd woro
attachod to Division Prains far the protuction of the trains wits.

From th. 3th to tho 23d, th. Division, liss dotiched cluniunts, wos
occupivd in mcintenance, training, ond planvin Yor futurc on.rations.

I
-2 - ;
[ . .
_.N,,.;‘(:"‘!
BELREL
- - - ) N
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(Lestor, Roports Aftor hction Against ths BEnomy - Octobor 1544, iy Sth rad o

On 11 Octobur, CCi passcd to tho control of First &rmy and wev.d to o

XIX Corps scetor in thc vieinity of EWLITEW, in Army Ruscrvoe.

On 14 Octobor, CCB also passud to the control of First Aruy {for on.r-.Jio

in VII Corps sucta in the vicinity of 0B FORITB.CH, in Lrmy ReServie
CCR roported hostilo artillury firc (estinrted to be 4 rowmds of 150mm)
in its arua during tho latc ~ft.ornoon of 16 Qctober.

Tho Cominnding Officur, 85th Cavalry Rocomrniss nes Squ Aron, Wi jor Jub.
P. Garald, was killed whilo on patrol on the 17the lajor Georse C Bunj min
was transforrod from the 47th frmorod Infantry Bettolion to th. Squ.dron —ouw.
cssumvd commond on th. 18th.

Tho Division CP mov.d tot®m vicinity of -0DJi.CHEID on 17 Oclobers T
only onemy setivity in the Division arcs continued tob. ¢ fuw rourds of
ortillery firc daily on CCR's position. ey £1lpi3 boubs fl.w over tao
Division dwring tho month, a fou of which uxplodud in the Division .x = but
ro casualtios rusultod thorciron.

On 23 October, th. front of V Gorps was ¢xtoidud to the Hortlh, :rd th
Division Vias assigicd thy ountral soetor, whic: acd bewn th, Horbior. holf
of the Corps fronte Thc 85th Crvalry Ruconnrniss.zioe Squdron (lise (roors
i and @), revorted to Divisicn control from th. 102d Cavalry Groups For tho
romeindor of the month, the Divisiorn's front xtod.d frem Just South of
JOUSCHIU zunerally South.rst through HOFEN ard [LZEN to .. poinh -DHout tro
nilos ‘Southosast of (LLZEN.

™o wssigned missior of th. Division s e of dufensive koloing uf’
scetor of the usteoblishud lince The trsk of corrying cul iz miscilos vies
~ssizn.d to CCR, to which the 85th Cavalry Recannaissonce Squadron (luss
Loand € I?’.Oops) virs attachude 411 of the Division Jrtillery wis molor.a
to support CCRe The rumcinder of tho Divisicn cunti~ued troinirs, r.onihilit-
ation ond mointononco.

BEremy action far the rost of Octobur w.or confined o sectiur a4 rnuerdor
qnd ertillery firc, and to putroliinge.

Our artillory scorud diaruct nits oo vnemy nositions on s.ver.l oo .cier
¢ usiug the follawine knovn casunltive; 23 Octobur, 156 kill.d; 27 Qctiher,
A illud; :nd 28=31 Octob.r, 3 ldllud. Sovor prisomers Wor: fokem dwrdin, ©
n riod 23-31 Octobure

Tot 1 viwity cusualtios for Octebers 31 0 iline, 40 cnotur.de GO ro-
Seiied the Divicion on the 26th rd C0B rojoii.c o tho «Bthe Do wo t
Soacnds roturacd to the PUYOUVILLE aruie

Ge GO BiTS.

The followin® aro comnwnts Lo the wor il 0 00 or 1ol4e
- -
SECRLY .
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nony = October 104+, I oth Lroan

[

(Letsir, Re orts wftor action .g.inet thic
QICT_vl 1 = 2250 0>00al L IT50S

ae Repl.ecuments: Groups of 3 or miure ronlicomonts wery ick.d u,
durinj the month, .ni ths tot.ls fer Octebor, vor s £ollows:

Cllicers Eniistod lcn
1 Oc¢t, Viecinity IZ.TEL ‘Lu“, LUnZLBLE S 8 108
4 Oct, Vicinity W&L.ES, BILGIU.: 2 2.7
10 Oct, Vieinity WwiZi.lls, udLJ‘~“ N o
Tot 1l recuived duriig Jctobur 11 (Repls) 327 (R.rls)
' 7 (=.D's) 153 (Lid's)
te During tuc month of Octobur thc ick up of ru l.cua.nts “reo-

c..c.d sctisfactorilye The %lot ool comoat 2 tt lien scrvia~ £ Division
* = orly 5 milus from the DiVial“P Ro .r Leaclorn nd +ime fovolvad to tr ons-
zort ronlicoments to the Divisics s therofor. net D etire aleag wita the
r.el.coments rocoived duriag tnls rquOd for filling divisicm T/0, th.
tivisicn hud 20 officurs -ad 275 .nlistud men on DS fronm thae 4lst R41 comont
ttilien for troicing. Thes. woroe 1loc 5.d te ta. v.rious coab .t cowm nds
wceording to br nche

4

.y

i

ce Thu rimurks conc.rning .ugust ropl-cuments ar. in gon.oo 1 o lic-
1. to thos. reecived in Octob.r. Koplucements rocoived r- founa to bl

cmuperly Lquipped for thcir srm oor s.orviee nd MGG,

de During th. wonth of Octobur tui. wumb.r ~f “TD's roc.iv ¢ trinl. i

rr viovs r.c.oints for auzust nd o. t.oubor.
SACTIO0N 11 = 1LTILLLIGINCE  L.ITLRG

“e Haumy Oper.tions Inccunb.rod: 3Suem wis ongag.d ia stroagthol-
iag his doforscs of the Lic fricd Linc. 4o opposcd cur p.otrols with ain.e,
beeby trops, sc.ttured nort . r 0 cec sienl riillory firc.  disc ovuonotrole
w.r. rot vory -ggrescive Cltneu h b ceessicn 1l trild by cabush to tik. o
priscr.r in ord.r to lo .rm our iat.atvicns,

be The lirge numb.r «f Gomn eiviliias in our r... pr.s.it.d mony
scourity problums. Thusu wer. ch.cked froguontly .ad were well ceatrollud.
Fur.rous duscrtors from ths Gore on owamy woro
sovoril inst ncos of uormas: soldicrs cportisg in clvili i clethes.

ce Int.lligencs Truining of Ropli.cemcatst It s found %2t r.-
-1 e ats wore ineufficicntly traincd in stcourity -nd iatolligencs. 4
croTom 72 s 5.t up whersby repl.coniunts rocoived limited trﬂlﬂlnb i1 censor-
cadn, goror .l s.curity nd the ruporting of inform.tion.

pick.d up by th. CIC, Tiir. wore

d.

Acri..l fthotost

The numbcr and qu.lity of acrial photes roc.ivad

groatly improved,.

uch us. wus made of them for planning,

Duriag
opleyed din

"SICTION III - OPZRLTIOXS

the month of Octobur, th. Divisi.

- hed no off ;nsiv. missiise ohom

th.

lino

in 4 defensive

(holding) rele the corbut crmminds

cvld us.

caly talir infeatry bottlicas for thic purposc.  iHowover tho

vuricd oo

.8

not ocas

of ontir .

los:

tt,‘

th. ronnind.r of the Divsisivne «ll cf
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(Lotter, Roports /ftur jction goinst th. Buiiy =~ Octobur 1944, Hey 8th iri

o orgmmic and attachod artillicry was gainfully o ploywd throushout the
poriod firin7 plannod fires wmder Corps dirccticn as woll as wiany t re.ts
of opportunity spotted by obsurvurs with the hollding forcuse Likowisc, tio
ID's and tanks wore oll ziven ~n oportunity to oo e In comsidor.bll in-
dircet fire of intordiction ond tarzots of oppurtu;_mity. Tnu Lficivicy oF
the gun erows was thoercby noterinlly inprooude

SECTIOIN IV = SUPKrLY 2D MLINMN ST J..TTERS
fthilc the Division was in tho LULIMBOURG ARZa  th. convowr roturred fro-
the HORLIFDY PAIIHSULY, with thoe duffol bagse Wwo truck lo.ds of wisc.lliic.u
squipnent which had boon loft at  tho storoso oro- Jor. guned in at CHLRAURG

8 sSnlvague

o Clething foctory in LUXSIBOURG which haag been wus.a b the Gervro ony

for narufrctire and ropair of Gurnan wiforns wos utilized for roctor- o oOF
this be frfmgo, ofter troops hoad r aioved wintur clothinge The rozulir ourd

Gutndil of o Warvant Officer rnd tvolve cnlisted vien fron ghe Bund oz pusted
ovir the stored proporty, nnd ramainod after the diporture: of the Divisim:
for Belgiume The month®s lull in activitics -,ove the troops . opporbtuanicy
to cscortain shortagus in clothing and cquiprme:t (nd the r.fitting process
cortinucd throughout the menth. Hoavy wndervic:r, woclin suveks, and slecping
tags ar ndditionel blunkots woro issueds Jrotic cv.orshoes viere isswd but
o shortazo i soac of the lLrgur sizus still oxistiud at the ond of the wontne.

The novenent of the Division fron LUXELBOURG to the ILLIODY-ST VIMT reu
in BEIGIUM ruducod transportatien nroblcms and sinplificd supply due to
proxinity to supply dupots ond truwkhcadse

Upon /rny orders the Divisionts cuthorizod stwringth of nmediu tinks with
7qn or 76m guns was rceduccd to one hundred fiftye This micant o reducticn
of six tanks pur tink batt:lione At thu ond of the pericd the shortoss of
replacununt toank ungines wes again buconing criticcal,

In pr._paration for ovpcrations within hostile torritory o systort of
opcrating protocted convoys wos institutude This untailod ostidblishmont -nd
operation of a Division Scrvice Jren inte which wits dispatch supplv ~-chicl.s
protuctud by arncd usocort froa the unit, ~nd fru: vhich th. Division dis-
patchus convoys-to supply points with Division protuctione Division Class I
ond III dunps woro osteblishod, utilizing tronsportation of the attachod QU
Truwk Conpanics with pursonncl from tho truwek cdpenics and o detachuunt of
scrvicu troops provided by Carpse Schodulod convoys operatoed botvic o Jrny
Truckhuads. and Division dumpse. ~

Lossos in cquipmunt dw to oneny cetion worce nogligible, cue to the
fzot tha t tho Division was in ruscrve, ar on dufunsive or patrolling nil
Only throo vohiclus wurv dustroyod by vnony cetion and nine additicn:l vo
were vvaowsted for ropair or roplacomunt. Lriwmition oxpounditures fer t
ronth amounted to two hundred suvunty tonse



(Lotter, Reports .fter notion «gainst the Enomy - October 1944, Hq 5th ..md Di-

A\ Communications oquipmunt authorizud by T/C and E is insufficiunt to pro-
. vide aduquate wire communications ia stutic situations when armorud units aro
utilizod on patrol and outpost miesions: ..dditionul tslephones, switwiboards
and ficld wire must be made available for such spucial situations.

',"\ Prosent T/O and E does not provids aduquute porsonmel in tho Division

\ - | Quartomnastes ssoticn for cperation of a Diviaion Cless I and III dump. The 3ic.
of o dstachment of Quarturmast.r scrvics troops provided additional pursonnal

for this purpoes.

Y _

-

-
aprm—

‘i The protuction of supply convoys butwuwsn Division service arsa ~nd aray
y sup' ly peints may necussitate tic attuchment of combat clumcnts to Division
‘Tr-ine for this purpose. This is undosiriblo .s the efficivncy of combat

‘cl.monts is recucsd thoreby. Light armorod whiclés shod be addec to the

/B of Divieion Trains deadquartsrs Company for this purposs.

For the Commanding Genwral:
T
PR ’,{,// .

EDW.RD G+ F.RRAND,
COlOnOl, G. S. Co'
Chief of St.ff.
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REPORT ..FTER .CTION /(. JUCT ENEMY

NOVELBER 1944

HB..DQU.,RTERS 5Tii ..RMORED DIVISIOIN

f
COLTE" 1S '
V.
5%
VPoryr gh Poso
le Ci:m-ien 1
2e Loutm.n ir .ction 1
Je  Jeanr.icion Experdiva.s
od Losnus 1
4e O, rndurs 2
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Ge Coiunts 4 - 5
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SECRET $isrestyzistsistie
. - t1SECRET
- - s AuthCG Sth'J,,iu‘r:.(,l D,
YDADQUARTERS 5TH AR.DRED DIVISIOF :Initialss 77
APO Yo 255 tDates 7 Dec 44
Ue S Army ‘ $ostssgstiitariesseis
319.1 GNNJG \ o 7 December 1944.

REPORT AFTER ACTIOK AGAIEST LY - Fovember 1944,
1. CAMPAIGN: Westerrn Europe .'
2. LOSSES IN ACTION:

ae Poersonnel: : :
Officersa ‘Bif Tctal O & EM

Killed in Action g 37 T3
Seriously Jounded in Action 1 27 - 28
1ishtly Wounded in Action 7 171 | 178
Seriously Injured in Action 0] 0 0
Lightly Injuwred in Action v 0 29 29
Missing in Action 0 4 4

Total iy 268 282

be Vehioulars -
Type ~ Destroyed or Abandoned Evacuated
Carrier, f/T, M3 '

T
Tank, Med. W/75mm Gun 4 2
Truck, 4 Ton 4x4 3 6
Truck, 2% Ton 6x6 Cargo 2
Trailer, 1 Ton Cargo 1
Ambulanse, 3/4 Ton, 4x4 -1
Total ’ 10 10
3. AMMNITION EXPENDITURES AND LOSSES:
Type Expended - Loss due t0 Enemy Aotion
Carbine, Cale 30 T30 . ~
Cale 30 71263 6000
Cale 450 . . . 36403 .
60mm , 88
. 8lmm” , - 230
37mum L 1304
5T T L .
75mm Gun .- 6l .
75min’ How - , : 2398 - ' . 400
. 76mm Gun , , ' 182 . - vl
. 90mm Gun Coae T 4871 - !
~ 3" Gun , L 522
“105mm How SR 19706 | :
155m Gun’ ' 1397 B I .
Grenades, (all types) 1011 . . 128 ‘
Rookets, AT . 132




(Ropearts .ftor iotion Against the Enemy - Novomber 1944, Hy 6th .rmd Div)

4., On 1 November 1644 wmits of the Division werc commanded by the
following named officers:

5th Armorod Division - MA4J GEN LUNSFORD E OLIVER, 03536, US,

Combat Command "4" -~ BRIG GEN EUGENR L REGNIER, 08295, US4

H4 & Hq Co, Combat Command "A" - C.PT K.JL W ROTH) 01010340, INF

Combat Command "B" - COL JOHN T COLE, 05256, CLV

Hq ¢ Hq Co, Combat Command "B" - CLPT JOE # PERRY, 01012397, INF

5th .rmd Div .rty - COL DOUGL.S J P.Gi, 04495, Fj,

lq ¢ Hq Btry, Div Arty - CAPT NORMAN W CUSICK, 0466787, Fi

Ruserve Command - COL GLEN H ANDERSON, 08632, INF

'q Co, 5th srmd Div - CAPT L.RRY A GREENWOOD, 01283065, IIF

q 5th irmd Div ™ - COL GUST'N M NELSON, 014512, INF (1-7 lov 44)
Replaced by LT COJ. K.RL L SCHERER, 013784, C.V, par 1, 30 230,
Hq 5th /rmd Div, 8 lov 44 (8-30 Fov 44)e

fig Co 5th ,umd Div Tn - C,PT JAMES R i.GWELL, 01011081, CAiV

MP Platoon, S5th frmd Div - M.J /LEXNDER T IELSEN, 0335298, C.V

145th .rmd Sig Co - C/PT GLENN .. WELDE, 0453447, SC

85th Cav Ren Sq leez = M.J GEORGE C BEWJ/JIN, 023422, C.V

10th Tank Bn - LT COL WILLI.M . HiMBERG, 0292156, INF

34th Tank Bn - LT COL K..RL L SCHERER, 018784, C.LV, (1-8 Nov 44),
Reliuved per par 1, SO 230, Hq bth .rmd Div, 8 Yov 44;
Succeeded by LT COL WILLI.M L C..B.IS8, 0293176, IIF, (.tchd)

8lst Tank Bn = LT COL LE ROY H  NDERSO:, 0239452, INF

15th .rmd Inf Bn - LT COL GLENN G DICKEUSON, 0197385, C.V

¢6th - ynd Inf Bn - ILJ WILLILI H BURTOV, 0356028, INF

47th jrmd Inf Bn - LT COL HOW.RD E BOVEL, C218680, INF

47th ,rmd F, Ba - LT COL JOHE B ROSLHZWEIG, 0246291, Fy

71st jrumd F., Ba = LT COL ISR4EL B W.SHEUR, 0235367, Fi

*95th ,rnd F4 Bn = LT COL J/MES W }MC 1..ER, 0223703, F.

224 /rnd Dngr Ba - LT COL F3ED E RESSEGIZL, 020575, CL

127th Ord liaint Bn - ILJOR ROL.ND & BILRE..CH, 0318269, ORD

76th lod Bn Fmd - LT COL BENJ.JIN E 3.DER, 0372570, 1€

5e 1. 2R.TLVRe

Durin-; the month of November the Division did not opcrate as a
Division ajainst thu vnemy, but on thruo (3) occasions, however, wnits of
tiau Division participatud in combat operationse

Durir . tho pur'iod 1 thru 5 Novembuor, CCp continued patrol action and
tho dufunss of a zone in thoe K.LTERIDRBELNG arcae COC., Was movoud to the
vicinity of NIUDORF, BELGIUM in pruparation ror action on order of V lorps.
T.u Division cstablishud an advancc CP in the vicinity of NEUDORF in order
to more conv.:iuntly control the action of CC.e Tho remainder of tru
Division eor.tiiued in tho WIL S«F.RIONVILLE riwa with th. Division Cr ir
thc visdnity of MODERSCHEIDe Training for futurc opurations was continu.de

Durir.: the period 6 thru 10 Nov mbor, the Division loss CCL, ind o
dufounsiv. holding mission in the K/LTESRIZREZG scetor of the Corps lince

- -
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(Reports .fter pction fgainst the Dnemy - Novewber 1944, Hq Sth .rmd Div)

On November 8, CCB was placed under ,rmy control and the Division, less
CCB, was placed in Corps reserve. CCB continued the defense of the
K.LTERHERBERG area until relieved by the 99th Dibadén at 1500, 10 Fovember.
CCB then revertad to Division control. On November 9th, CCR was attached
to VII Corps and moved to the vicinity of W/LIORN on 10:November.

CCB was moved to an assembly area in thoe MODE.SCHEID-SCHOFPEN area at
1700 on 11 Novembore. The 85th Cav Ren Sq was moved to the 102d Cavalry
Zone in general support of the 102d and the 85th Cav Ron Sq CP was establish
ed three (3) Kilometers Southeast of EUPEF. The rumainder of the Division
CF moved from MODERSCHEID end closod with the advance CP in tho wicinity of
NEUDORF at 1500,

From 12 thru 14 November, the Division oontinued its propurntion for
action, with CCR in VII Corps Zone at WALHO®: propuring a plan of nttack
asainst the town of VOSSEN.CK.

CC., -ud CCB propared plans to repel cny possible troakthrough in the
Morth Scetor of tho V Corps 2onue The Division, in guneral, continuud
treining for future oporations.

Duriny the period from 13 thru 25 MNovembor, the 85th Cev Ran Sq romnin
ir. gonoral support of the 102d Cav Group; CC.. continucd in rcodinoss to
support CCB in the uvent of a possiblo broakthrough by the wnemye On 17
Yovombor, CCB moved from the FAVIONVILLE croue to tlo vicinity of ROTGLI .
Further plonning wes madc to roupel wny possible unumy broakthrough in thu
L/MIERSDORF-ROTT arca. The Division irtillury was moved from the KILTER-
HERBERG arca to the vicinity of ROTGEN on 18 MNovembure CCR rovort.d to
Division control from attachmont to VII Corps a2t 17004, 19 Kovumbor. .t
2400, 19 Fovumber, CCR was attachud to the 8th Divis ione. On ordur of V
forps, CCB moved the 15th jrmd Inf Bn to :n asseimbly arva 2 Kilomouters
Bust of L/ MERSDORF to providu an immodiate cvailable foreo in uvunt of
an vnumy cttumpt to attack towerds EUPLNe Troop "D", 85th Oav Ren Sq,
w:s attach.d to CCBe GCR continucd in attrciucnt to tho 8th Division nd

Durins the p.riod 26 thru 30 Novumboer, ©he Division, loss CCR con-
tinucd tr.ininz and plenning for futuru opcrations.

Durin-, th. pcriod in which CCR, attack.d to th. 8th Division, w:s
ngaged in the HURTGEN-KLEINHLU aroa, mony difficultics were cncountourcde
Inemy mincs and soggy ground mado movement of tanks almost dmpossibl. rn”
intuns. onumy mortar firu, artillery fire, wad wnti=porsonn.l min.s n.Co
dismountod rdveoncus most difficult. Thoe 47th Jjrmd Inf Bn tnd Co "o,
22d .rmd Eugr Bn, sufforcd huavy ousunltius from small rrms, arsill.co,
nd wminese Severnl Tenk Commandurs wore lost du. to viemy time fir. rd
sniporse ’ : ’

On 29 Noveunhor, thu Division, ~oss CC, Wi r.lisved from attacioi-nt
to V Corps ~nd attachud to VII Corps ot 120..s CCR rumcin.d rtt:ichod to
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(Romorse poter Loticn Asainst the Bnemy - @ ber L10rh, Ty Bbh And Di\")

sth Infentry Division. e 46th Armored Inl-uire 3attalion (of COi) mov.d
to the 4th InfTantry Division Zone and was attasi:ed to the 22d Re timental

Combat jeanm by VII Corps. On this date CCR cavbured KLSINYAL and tho hich
sromd to the iortheast in the Tace of w-. ~e ¢uy artillery and mortar fir ..

On 30 lioveaber, CCA was attachud to i3 4uh Infantry Division and
noved to “he 4th Infantry Division Zone at 10004, closing at 1400% in the
vicinity of ZISIFALL. Froparetionc were cace for the relicef of the £0th
Jav Rern 37 and CCB by the ¥th Infuntry Divinion in V Corps Sectors The
46th prnmored Infuntry Battalion attacked - the 22d Ro jimontal Combat
el at 07004 to soize high round Nortavast of KLEIVH/Ue. Resistunce was
strong ond the 4¢G6th's casualtlus were hoeovve

Ge COIZEBNTS.
Suction I = Jursonncl liatters

ae Comnents nade in thic Soptember and Octooor report rumqm
roncrally gprlicablo.

* be 48 far as repliecmonts arc concurnod, howover, to the nrobleas
proviously mentioncd hag boun added ingdeguote stockage ol both orficor cn
onlisted ronlacymspts o7is is usually thc crsc, tho nro“ortlon ‘of platoor
cdors ~nd FCO's lost is greater than oriv.tes; whilc the rusultant loss
‘ ip combat cfficivney is ovon greatere Acturn of wowded, battleficld
/,‘ . nppointm.nts wnd anpointmunts -nd promotions of NCO's have boun wholly

' inadoqunat. to offsct lossus. Ingrunscs irn officurg gad vplisted roplocu-
| monts from tho Unitud Status is bulicved the o:ily solutione. If this cnn
*“w donu, stockasie in the ruplacemunt depots com be naintginegd at }1;rh
cnough levels to pornit £illing rejuisiticns o they ar- rocoiveds 4'

Scetion II = Intolli | oeo Lintters

Frow roporis of units opur:ting in ows i dictu qrm., durin; thu
p«,rlod, it is cvidunt that the cnumy is «vg.io0 ) more in night att-ckse.
Y Zomv of shesc nisht attacks woreu roported to b . in strongth approxinnting
. ono irfratry rozimont supported by as much & o company of tankse Iho
cnumy's desire to limit the offuctivenuss or owr artillery end £1iator
bomber support and his fumilicrity with th. pow.d were factors wh ick
probably causcd him to'discard his formur dislik. for night attacks.

imirk:d inoroasc in the numbor of cutoastic W.apons in Gormen wnits
cncountercd was notode o

air Reeonnaissance continucd to improv. rnu tho systom, s incustae L.
Waurcby broandeast is mads from thu airficld «s soon as pilots roturn frov

A
St rnissions, unablcd thu Division to koop - much bottor pictwu of tho unemy
v— sitw.tione Jirial photogr:phs continu.d to daprovee By rapid dulivery
cnd m’curprutation, much tlmc.ly intcllizones wos obt,_‘invd.
- 4=
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(Reports . ftor ,otion ..gainst the Bnony - iMoveabor 1944, Hq 5th .rmd Div)
PWs taken during Novumbor numborcd 77 and tho number killed (estimatcd,
was 140

Suetion III =~ Opuratvions

Most of the period was dovotod to training and maintoenancus It should
ho notud that Weathor conditions and the locations nuc¢ssarily occupicd by
tho Division mado anything but limited trainic; imposs{bles Crow drill for

- erow sorvod woapons was ocarriod on daily and o snall apoumt of firing of now
and reconditioned woopons was acoomplishode During thg latter half of tho

poriod daily sommunications oxercisos worc oondustod throughout the Divisio..-
Scvetion IV - Supply and aintunandgo Iatters

Maintunanco activitics woro hamporud by lack of ruitabbu liorl schrnding
wrid tho cxecsgive distunouv butwoen line wrnites .d thu 127th Ordra:cc
g intunancc Baottalione

. Fursomncl of the Division have show:n murked inprovement ir swuply
disciplin. rogarding the coru of umpty gasolizi, cars,

.on . . . ;

The threntunod high casualty rutc from X .ich Foot wis chuckud by thu
wosw. of overshoouss NO now cnsus have buun roportoed sine. ths last isswe
wig complutode

" 'Duck bills' (oxtended tr.ck conncetors) '.ov. mtorially improv.d tho
perfornance of nedium tonks ov.or nuddy cid scit turraire 3upsly durirg
" Uovembur hes permittod cach tank to bo 507 -viup.d with dusy Sillse
Porfornciice i: wip*er raud will be furth.r ioroved whon =iz or-ck
modificatior ¢ by coapletede”

Trucks of th. two (2) attached Qwrterisster Truck Comn-rios rav.
cvoragod sover hundred thirty nine (737) .il.c or track por mortls for thl
past two .wonthis,

The relative confort cnd woarnth of o w7ly dssued €le pinz Lot ur

\ the rozulr issuc of GI blankets wos initiclly - controversiczl susiccte

2

Jowuver, ofter o short puriod ol tricl, ~11 purconncl who had giv.n trhic
5

For thoe Commnding Gozm.rcls

'

/ .
SRRV B TP VY
EDW,.RD ¢, F.RRALD,

s Iicl. COlor'.ul, Ge Se Go’
Ircl 1 - G-1 Journcl Cr.isf of Stoffe
Incl 2 = G=2 Jowrn-.l
el 3 = G=35 Journl
Iscl 4 - G=-3 _ir Journnl
Incl 5 = G=4 Jouwrncl

- 5 -
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Fer tae Lo e i LEDORES of W S

s ~ e U.JJ_\\.LAVL"

Lt vl ley .ae ‘e ey

VEW e g —mmnmm e o

31901 lst Tnd,

(® Dec LL)

HTAPITARTDG , 7 AORPS, APO 305, ",5, Amy, 1° Necerber 1744,
TO: Commanding Generil, First U.,3, armmy, AP0 230, U 3 iArmy

1. Report referred to in basic commmiicution were tranmitted to your
headquarters on 23 November 1944,

2. Request amendments as indicated in basic com-unication be mide,

For the Comaending General:

SECRET



The following
image(s) may be of
poor quality due to
the poor quality of

the original.




e s e e e =~

. I e s .. e s 0 . . - . - P PR
Ltr na Hth Arad Div, dtd 4 Dec 9+, g1t "After Actisr Rensrs Tor Lacoter Anenced

319.1 (AG/Ts2) 2d Ind

HZADGUARTERS FIRST UUITED 37A7ZS AT'Y, APC

TG ¢ The Adjutant General, waghii-ton OF

THAU:  Oonmandin= Genernl, Zuroneen Thester »f Cmers-ions, .35. Av=-, AEC 77

October renort »

PO

~th Armorecd Divisgisn was forweried as Inclasvre =1 o

letter this headourrters cated 11 Dece-Ser 1301,

For the Jomaniine General:

/(fl%(mwb RER

3103

339+%F (aG-0) 3rd 1
liead uarters Twelifth ..rmy 3Sroup, -V

TO M LTGUSAL y [.‘.i |V

v

655, 22 Jeccnber ivilh.

.
" AG, Mo Sect, Ma.

_ Army Group
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319.1 GNNJG

N — . - —— -

H¥ADQUARTZRS STH AR'ICRZD SIVISION

APO o 285
Ue 8. Army

REPCRT AFTTR ACTTC" AGAT. ST Z

..............
------

: S EC :

szefuth: €0 5th Armd Di-.
: Initials: //,'w/,&\_ :
: Date: 5 Januery 1548

........................

l. CAIPAIGF: Germany. ,
2. LOSSES IY ACTIOI':

a. Porsonnel: Officers T Tetel 04 T
Fiile2 in Action O 175 137
Seriously Wounded in Lctio: 4 RER 142
Lightly Vlounded in Acti 42 62 574
Seriousl Injured in Action 3 z
Jizhtly Injured in Lction 1 32 84
Iissing in Aection 1 10¢ 1057

=7 1120 1177

b, Vehicular: e "“”P"fd or

Type Lherdured Bve cue te
Cer, Ar-ored, Light, 118 -
Carrier, Pers., /T, 3, w/w g 3
Cerrier, Ferc, H/T, 1341, w/w 1
Tanl, Lisnt, IL1 5 1
‘Tan:, lecium, w/7517 Gun 44 5
Tanl, l'elium, w/7EI Gun 1 1
Terl, e ium, w/l0911  How 3
Tamk, Ted, w/Mine Bxploder (Zra’) 2
Treiler, ALvrunition, 710 1
Truck, :-ton, 4x4 : 1 8
Truck, 2 -ton, fx8 Carco, w/D -dnx 2
Truck, /ﬂ-tor 4x4, o, wiw 1
Truil-r, l=ton, 2-wleel, Cnrro 5
Total: 74 1G
3. AIITUITICT ZTUFTZUDITIRES AD LOSEES:
Ixpendecd Loss due to enemy ection
S o
295263 21842¢
27050 1Cc73
1623833 10574
1074
47 %
227 271
Lo 40 120

LTdmm pun 5010 Zola

7 how L0253

7omen oan [T

JOr. un 444

4.2 TOTLAT © 1479

-1- (Orer ) )
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(2 rte Lo Apeinet % Inoeno= o T S T RPN L
Teso e e ¢
. howr s T TTrTTT Ty T T
gun
Rocket, AT o
Grerade, hoond ST
Grenale, rifls o
Siemal, rFrouvra .
Flare 110
TuT : 1774 e
4, CUITLID. T Dorire the mestl of Des..’ op Twé, untte of tho DI

were comrerled Ly the following remed officurs:

Eer jrrore Divicion - (U0 0D LTSN DUTT R owiiod, T
Combet Ceo a~s "M = IRIG AT ZADUE i Tih, wfzob, UCN

Yy 4 g Co, Corut Cormend "A' - CAPT YAOL T OOOTH, L1Ulufd0, T7
Torbrt Conmens MM - CCL TCITI' T QCClz, OLeic, CL7

¥q % Iy Co, Cov et Commni R
Sti Lroi Div Arty = €L DIUALAS J Puti, U440,
Hg % ¥q “teo, btioArm? Divirty - CAFT 00 0T DSTUE, 04 ETRT, FL
Reserve Coocana, £t Jrrc Liv - CCL Ay L LI, 07832, TUF
B Qo, S*h Arot Div o= CLUFT LawY i GROT TCOOD, C12ES0SS, T
Yo Bth iy Dios Tn o= LT CCL KARL L SCIERITL, 0l~7:1, GLY

poa Div Tn - CLFT JUET RO LTELL, 01011021, €LV
LLEYAYDEY T Lo, 0CODRSd, CLV

A TALDE, O2La17, SC
N2

’
- ~r e T, D
¢ - CLET SCE T2

Co, 5%l L.

"7 Tlstoon, Lt Lrrd Divo-

14840 Aros 31 Co - CJ‘.F‘T GLT

85th Cev Rev & lecz = (7.0 GROLAT O TENJLT

10th Terl *n - LT U “TLLIAh A TLf?j;G, el .

34th Tank (n - L7 CCL "TLLILD L CLILVISE, waJdl78, TUF (Ltchd)

8lst Tenk "n - L7 C L2 ROY I L“U”YQU., boh94L2, Ir

18th Lrad Ins 'n o= 0oL GLTYT o DICKEZ B0, 0197385, CLV

40%Y 2rid Inf n o= COL ™ILLILI® ¥ DURTC:, 0526028, IUF

47th Arid Inl Tn - CCOL HCTHLRD E BQvYEiy, w/213080, IUF

47+th Arind F. 'n CCL JOFY L o ROgNZT.IG, 0245201, FA

7lst Lrn” FL n c0L ISR.LOL T VSiL2l, 02353CT, FA

98t Armd FL Yn OCL JAMHS ™ TC THIR, 2207085, FA

22d }r"d Eayr in - LT COL FisD 2 RESIL ”I‘”, 040575, CE (1-13 Dec 44)
(25=21 Dec 44); 12J LLUZRT 1T PROTY, 0349773, €3, (13-26 Dec 41)
ver jer 8, LR 6 L-20.

127%¢: Or< iwint "n = LT COL ROL/.WD S ?IFTS c., 0518269, ORD

*

78+k Ted "n Armd - LT COL TENJAITIN H TLDIR, 0572670, 14

-
I

]
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Durire £he serio’ from 1 Ducember thru 4 Decesber, the Division, lecs

¢ClL mnd CCR, co-tiumed to train for future operstions. £t 1200, 1 Decenbor,
Jhe 4t Cuvalry Croup letdruert rs (plus 1 1light tan corpeny), wes atteche

1o the Divj~i0h -~ mhe Division CP moved fro. tie vicinity of FZUDORF, "ROLAIT
to BAAY, G300V #t 1300, 1 December. The Division Lmrunition Office wes
orened at 1A periing forwnrd di splacement ol Division Trains. CCA conti e
to oyerate 1n att.crmont to the 4th Infentry Divicion. At 1300, 1 Decemu.r
ive A7°th Arecred Tofootry Setralion was rolinve! 1r0r.nttucament to the 22d
Rerimontal Couhit Te oy and revorted to the conirol of CCL. This Pettalion

.
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‘ond treining for future operetions. CCR remined etteched to the 8th Infuntr,

. N . . .v. '.L.‘..? ; .
.\aL-;Q&;L;MA;“ﬂ'.”. . ijishigg%JE::v [P

(Reyorts #ft r fciisn Agiinst the Bnery - Doco. er 1od4, Hy 5th tre Div)

N
ing high gronnd Yortheast of KLEIVHAU. The Zatialion succesded wrine
& crell selient Bast of C2CSSW.U and Mor*lier st of LRI MLV Hut suifer=? v v
heavy casualticss. Vehicular cesuslties wrore cecer 11y of & corary neiurc
consisting of nunctured recietors arnd tirﬂi. Loscos of mﬁrtars and mechitic
guns were comparitively neevy. CCR rem.ingd @ ttached to tae 8th Infentry
Division, (V Cor:s) ¢enl wes held in rorurv: z crders for s rew missicn
with the Infentry Division., The 10th Armored Info-try “ottelion (CCR) wrs
rclieved from its mission in toe LLITTIRSDORT - 2077 ares by e RCT of th Ul
Infentry Division. : '
(Y

had been attachod to the 22d Regimentel Combat Te @ for the purpouss of
in dri

A
joRNe
o

At 0730, 2 Docembor, CCR sttocked in tiie Qircction cof F-’“DT“?T?”
geining ebout 3 ilometors, the cdvencs was cov lotely hrold o antl -tonis
end anti-pcrsenncl rdimes. At 1600, the 4th Covilry Croup Hu;ﬂ ertors (rius
1 light tenk co o> nv), ws ordered back to Corps control ov T1 Corrs. CT.
r.verted to Divicsion cortrol «t the seme time and the Division Corr:nar
imnedie tely cusdited & request for the reoliof of the 4€th Lrror:d Inf nto

att.lion for +h: purposv of reorsenigations Ti: 43th hed beor att okod
during the dey wy the lst Bettolion of the S48 Rugiment (3t3rd Infantry
fivision). Thruc (2) compenics of this cnemy mottulion perticipated in o
Fonorel ottt ck on the 4th Infrntry Division cositions The 46th Arnmorcd
Infentry "ettelion kill:d 76 cncmy p-;r'son"cl bgforv it wns forccd to with-
crew &t 1600, flowecver, no ground ws lost ¢s ¢lonents of the 4th Division
ook ovire The 85th Covelry Reconncissinee Siutdren wrs rolioved by th

th Infrntry Division of its mission in gznercl support of th. 102nd Cvilry
S I'0UDe

Cn 3 Decumbir, CCR roesumcd its cdvince, o ftor Engincors hed remov.d
the mincs during the provious night. ERLVDEURG was ciptured by the cenh: t
cormrnd et 1115, 276 prisoncrs wor. tekoen by CCR on this 4 to. Its advernce

reconnaissance elements penetrated as far as 0IRGSTEIN and some prisoners
were teken from the 139th Anti-Tanl: Pettelion, reverted guerding thet citr,

The 46th Ariored Infantry Battalion of ZCA was withdrawn to the Northe
west of KLZIHAU to reorganize. he Divisior area ms attecked about 1400
by an estimetec 2% to 40 enemy rl nes (1= 109)s There wore no casualtles
and the Division Artillery Commend reportec tiat one of its units, the 387th
Anti-aircraft Dettalion, had destroved total of 14 enemy planes ard had
dameged 8 othcrs,

CCR rem:ined in plc.ce on the 4th of Deccmiter in BRAYDII™MIRG e£nd uti hzed
its time in wopping up any remaining enemy resistiice. Tho only other ect?
teken sgainst the cnemy in that area, by CCR, was the placing of morter fr.i
ertillary firce CCA reorganized in.preparation for the £ssembly of its w.ii:
‘n the eros of the CCA CP North of ZWEIFALL.

From 5 Deccrber thru 9 December, the Division, less CCR, continued pler:

Division (V Corps) in the BRANDEIBZRG - BERCSTWI arens

At 1400, 5 December, CCR begen the atteck on BIRGSTIIYN ¢ long thc West bark
.of .the ROER RIVER end by 1530 hours, its aditnce ¢loments wore fighting in
_the, stroets of the villige. At 1630, CCR hecd eomplited the mopping up of
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remeining rosistance in the villago and immedictely formuleted plans for its
defonse ageinst cnemy counter-attecks. Fifty (50) prisoners werc teken in
the operction and st the close of the day ¢ determination of the numb.r of
cnemy dee.d had not been complcted. Extremely sovero cnemy resistenco coupled
with very difficult torrain wes the ciusc of hcevy losses sustaincd by CCR
in both personncl and equipment, Encmy crtillery and mortrr firo wns cs-
pecielly scovere throughout the operction end continucd during the entirc
periods Itny cnemy plencs were over the Division arce but no offensive ceti s
s roporteds  CCA moved the 46th Armorcd Infantry Bettelion, Comprny "A",
22d Armored Engincer Battalion, . end clements of tho 34th Tank Re.ttelion,
to its assumbly arow in the vicinity of ZWEIFLLL, and £11 units were closcd
in th. erce ot 1450, Troop "D", 85th Covi.Iry Roconnnisstnncc Squedron wrs
rolicved from attichmont to CCA wnd rovorted to Squadron control.

3

CCR in continuing d.funsc of DIRGSTITYN, svst.incd 3 en.my counter- -
ettocks during th. doy on 6 Decembere Tho f{irst cittick wes lounched et 070C
Ly eprroximetcly 500 cnomy infentry support.d by 1C t'nks. This cttrcic 1.t
until 0930 rnd the strong determinction of i siiemy succecded in their tory
or.ry scizur. of & fow housis in th. south.rn port of the villego. Towover
this gein ves nullificd and the cnomy driven complotely out of the villagpe
“y 0350. This ongrgement cost the enimy 6 of thoir attacking tanks and fi-r
enti-tenk puns which were knocked out "y CCRe Again at 1130, a sccond cout -
r-attack wes recde by a weaker force of crnumy P~fntry, support.d by 1 tani,
ut this attack ves quickly roepuls.d. At 1420, a third count_r-attack wes
Srde by oononmy infantry, aprroxiretily company skr.ngth, lio armorwas insuppurt.
tnaotho atteck woo buzton off by 1045. Durin, {l.. whol: dey and throughout
thise atticks cromy ertillery and mortar firo co-tinucd to be cxtroemely
Lo vye

CCR r.port.d 41 prison.rs of var telon, including on. (1) officer. Th
enomrunits porticipeting in the ettacks wire idertificd as th. lst and 207
fettelion of th. 3%Cth Inf ntry Rogimont (27203 Ve Ge Div)s. Prisoncre '
elaincd thet this Division mov.d to th. » W 8TIIY croca from SCMIIDT during
the night 2-4 Deconbore

Throughout th. night of 6-7 D.cumb.r, CCR r.~.iv.d intormitt nt ertill r:
end ortar firc in BERGSTIIY., Th. 2nd Rergor "otclion arriv 4 during th.

emeonight to holp CCR in its d funsc of thi vill #o, e£nd on the morning of

s
7 Decerbur rusn d ovt 1 OF lin. in ¢ rough s.mi-circle of about 500 \Eres
to th. Boot, around the willtg. to th. Southwn.ct, Light enery resistonce
wes ncount.r .., CCR cuntinu.d to hold th ‘nmer ring of duf ns. BE-st,
Scuth, cnd Soutlwrist of the villee.., In th nerti o o lor. nts of th  8+h
Infrrtry Division citeek 4 ti. wooded arun, Morth of the villoee =vd suce
c.esfully outposted the nriee This mov. ~.v. so7. assurtno. thet RERCSTST
would =0t L. _ndingor.d By count.r-atticks from th. llorth. Approxim.t_1yv

CJ prisen.rs v in this op. r *ion ud L. r_vious mov. wrotn 20
Aengor Fettrlions  Cortinucd hetwy «rtill ry on’ surter fir. £.11 on RERN=

STZIN throughcut the 0.y

v

v

CCr vr.s rilicvy.< cduring the night 7-8 3 co.ir ord toed 40+l wie-

inity of VIALIIORI on ¢l mornirg of 8 D.c.rb re T corrind romrin O o« td aha
-d fo V Corps - wre »lie.d in Corrs Dus ruve 2 Sittins o otk 200 und te

vwios civon onighost rifority by Divielon Sv lu i o, Lose £ i trls
.
. T -
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reen extreely heavy dug to snti-tank (dro oan Lrer. Lecovery opration:

sere hamnerec b oartillery ehd rorter fire, Cirefields en difficult torcain,
“eryy troffic srnd lorng hauls oyer poor rotas from tic forinrd collectines

roirtg crsated cuite o problem in vehicular eVL. CUL Uit

The Division CF “As moved from AP to ZTEITALL at 15%C, & Decnrber 1014
Division Artillery move? from ROZTCED to ZTNIFALL, anc were joineg in the
Divisicn assemhbly ares, one (1) Filometer Vot o) ZUDIFALL, by the 10Cth
Ficld Artillery Dettalion. | This battalion w=c zttached to the Division at
1200 efter hivifr heen deteched for a long periode The 71lst Arrmore< Fiel'
Artillery Battalior moved in the vieinity of "AL I,

On 9 Decerber, 1944, CCB was alerted for roven:nt to the KLZIIVAU erce.
During the eftcrnoon of the 9th, the 15th Armored Infantrv Dat¥alion, (plus
Z platoons of tenks of the 8lst Tank Dattalion), vams sert to the new assc i
srea. Cormeny "R", €25th Tenk Destroyer Battalion wes stisched to CCR in
rlace. The 7lst Ar-ored Field Artillery Battalion was ordefed to recornc ie
firing positicns in th~ CCB assemnly area and to move there%o without.delal.
The bettalion was placed in the dircet support of CCE, CCAiroved to the-
vicinity of FATN end sct up its CP in the village. The Division prepared fo
ection at an eerly dates

On 10 Decerber, the rerminder of CCE movsc to its asserbly ares Ment of
LLZIHAU and closed et 1600. Orders origin.1ly issued by, VII Corps [or CCT
10 ate.ck 61 10 December were csncelled snd the attack wes ordercd for 0730,
L1 Decaembers.  The CCE assembly area ves bombed and strie.fed by enemy pli nes.
tt 17264 Fourteen (14) casuslties were inflicted on our troops. The 85th
Cevalry Reconniissence Squudron wes moved to the CCB cssembly aren, est of
FLIITHAU, £nd closed at 1100 The 71st Armorcé Ficld Artillery Rettalion
moved to the essembly croe of CCB, and closed 2t 1600,

" 7he 5th Armorcs Division, operating ¢s o civision for the first tiwe
since bheing cttrched to VII Corps, sent CCB to zttack in the dirzction of
SCEAFRERG ot 073Qs The 4th Cewely Group, with tho 759th Tenk Bettalion
(I1ifht) &#nd tho 635th TD Dettolion ctteched, become cttoched to the Division
¢t the time of -the att ck (0730), to perform o blocking mission on the
Division's South flanke . The 85th Ceuw lry Reconnpisscnce Squadron (less "C"
Troop), w:=s ett ched to the 4th Cavelry Group to £id in ths perform nce of
this missione The cttrck wes tomporarily held up just West of the town ct
0825 by reeson of th: Combnt Commrnd's lead tonks being knocked oute Threo
(3) compr.nies of the 15th Armored Infrntry Tattolion (4,B,2C) went forwnrd
on foot, supportcd by 1 platoon of tenks from cc.ch of thc corresponding
compenies of the 8lst Tenk Bettelion. This forcc prssed to the South of,
90 /. FRIRG. The town previously hed been reported cleer, but wns found ‘to
T oocupicd by the enemy. Elements of the ‘83rd Division were ettempting to
fislodge these cnemy troops. At 1245, the CCB column hed occlpivd the moso
of & hill Southerst of the town. Opposition wrs livy, both -from dug=in’
infentry end morter ond crtillery fire. The lotter), especially severe,
cr used reny cosuelties .during the oper: tions The reminder of'CCR, undcr
cover, Mest of SCUAFBERG, writed for the B3rd Division ‘to clesr the town.
Lt 2200, CCB rooorted Th t the Infimtry-Tank force frohk the 165th Armorod
Infr ntry Bettelion ~nd the 8lst Tonk Bettalion viis supported by te.nk
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destroycrs tnd clowents of the 759th Tunk Brttelione Our cesucltice wore
reportcd to be ono hundred sixty (160), with 30 to 40 of this number killode
Offiocr ¢rsual¥ics wore 'thirty (30) perceunt znd it wos reported thet evac-
untion of all ocnsucltics wns cxtremely difficulte The supply line to forwrrd
troops wns over ~terrcin thrt wes under const .nt shelling s+nd wes impesseblc
for whoeled or scmi=trick wchicles. It wes nccosscry-to use light tenks for
nll supnly ond owcustion of ‘thusy. troops. wsnomy units opnposing the cdvonce
of CCD, werc identificd s pirt of the.2nd 3oticnlion, 94lst Infentry Regimont,
or rnicr.1ly & pirt of th: 2nd Prrochute Division, but beli.ved to be under
control of th. 85th Infontry Division. Encmy lossus during the period con-
eisted of 31 prisoncrs of wrr and 30 killede

CCA hr.d begun movement to the Ecst from the vieirity of HAHN «t 0730,
proprred to fss through clements of the 83rd Division in GEY, and to con-
tinue the cttock to the Baste At 0950, CCL was hulted onc (1) kilomoter
v st of GROSSH.Ue This hult in operrtions wes duc to the inobility of tho
°3rd Division to clc,r GEY of cnémy rcsistincc end multiple mines. CCL w.s

“unnlble to move formrd tnd woent into.en essormbly oarce West of GROSSH.LU»
. Prm——— T Lee
‘Lorewer, on. mrrica (Infnntry-Tank) combr.ny vio.s forecucd to roturn to FLAMI

in ordcr to cleor tho ronde At 1830, the Division Comm.nder ordcerod CeA
to remnin in ploce for the nipht end preprnre to move thru GEY for ettrck
o the Best on 13 Deccomber.

CCB wns orcercd to continuc mopping up in the vicinity of its loc-tion
cnd bo proprred to rosuwme the cttack at 1300, 12 Dceember, provided thrt th
2nd Bn, 330th Infuntry, 83rd Division, bcecrw cveileble for sttachment to
CCB. The %th Covelry Group wts ordcred to continue on its blocking mission.
Company "D", 87th Chomicnl Bettelion, was attached to CCR, &nd was locs ted
ir the vicinity of GROSSIAU. The 4COth Ficld Arntillery Battalion was mov.c
Ly Division Artill.ry o thu GROSSHAU arce end closed at 180C. Hoavy:cnemy
artillery and wortar fire 11 on the 0C3 arca continuously.

The Divisior Trains mov:d from the TAII BS-EAYICUVILLE arce in RILGIUL
¢t 0740, 11 D.c.n’ r, with the Herdquartcrz, cond, 145th Signel Company,
und the Divicios Ad-inistretiv: Centor moving te Z7EIFLLL. The 127th
Ordnanc. Pr ttelion (= end C)wund th. 33507 Jwrtermnster Truck Company
loci.ted at WAL 3T Hendquerters, 78th iluaice 1 %ottelion, and Company nch,
127+ Orcére nco  ~0 3912 Quartcrrestur Compouy moves to RAEREYN,

The sction wa: codtinued on 12 Decomb.r, CCD consolidetid its positinns

L kon th. rovieus v oond wee subjected to intensc wrtillory and morter fire

Somonics "M, "OM, and "C", 15th Lrmored Infentry Bottelion, wore reportod

0 nave suffored sotroscly hoevy eosunltios durins the two (2) days figsnting
i, Com sndings Offfc rs of 211 thr.oo (3) commnics w.orc cmong th. cosu1ltic
The 4th C . lry Groud took vory ho vy crtill ry and mortir fire €ll elong
linus, snd "D" Troor, 85th Covalry Reconntisc.nce Squudron, wrs hit tho noro
ct, suffrir- Ciftry (50) por c.nt ersunlticoe All units rornined in tlicc

wrins tho @ o, T n (19) rrison.re were token by Jlumonts of the Divisicn

S bidn dot.e A Y otecrn of "AM Company, 7Z3th Tl Tuttolion, consisting
N Z t4 » {
sf 2 -« 7181 irne explodurs, & = T1E3 min. o lodirs, 1 - tonk dozor and 1 -
H 14 B 3
= diur tonk ocas otioehed te the Divisiones Ti. 2 - T13Z1 mine x-lod-res ond
4k Aoz vr oVt te CCA ore oA v ve o din el oring tho rood ir
-3 -
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the vicinity of GIYe Terrein and road conditions precluded the use or move-
ment of the heavier T1E3s At 1840, the Division Commender issued orderc for
an attack on 13 December 13944,

The attecks hy CCA and CCB for 13 December were cancelled, and the perioc
was svent ig preparation for attacks on 14 December: CCA to ettack Emst
through GEY at an early hour, and CCB tc attack East on itse initial objective
from its position on the high ground Southeast of SCHAFBERG. The 15th
Arrored Infantry Battalion was designated to launch this attack at 0645, 14
December, The 2nd Battalion, 336€th Infantr} (83rd Division) reinforced with
Company "C", (less 1 platoon), 8lst Tank Battalion, was ordered to attack to
the East from STRASS simulteneously with the 15t Armored Infantry Battalion.
The 4th Cavalr> Group, with the 85th Cevalry Reconnmaissance Squadron (less
Troep "C"), continued the security screen on the Divisicn flank., Enemy acti<:
during this perio- consisted of a fairly heavy concentration of artillery anc
mortar fire, delivered mainly on the 15th Arucred Infantry Rattelion’s pos-
itions. This Dattalion's casualties continued to mount. During the. de.y
Company "€" (-1 platoon), 8lst Tank 3attalio=, aticmted its move to STRASS
to teke position with thie 2nd Pattelion, 330th Infantry. The tanks met 7i*h
. gevere snti-tenl fire anc were forced to teke cover, after two of their
nurber had been mocked out. It was then decided to wait for dorkness as .o
novement of the tenks in diylight invited a e vy concentrstion fire over oo
ontire area. At cusk a patrol was sent forva-C ucder cover of drrRuess to
reconnoiter a nossible route of movement for the taaw corvanv. This patrol
returned at 0200, 12 Deccmeer, and reported tiot it 'ms tost imprecticetle
to attempt movement of the tanks thru the exicting minefields, at niyht.

The Compeny was then placed in reserve just Wes® of SCIAT- ZRG ani was ta
e on instentaneous call when the 2nd Dattalion, 330th Infentrr, needed its
supporte.

On the =ornins of 14 December the Division initiated it m+tack as
planned. CCA atteckel thru GEY at 03255 its sdvaice elements having ret crel
the outskirts of tne city at 090C. The ettack was delayed for a few hours
in the late morning - considerable quantities of mires which had been
layed on the road leeding from GEY to MCR:te Taese-Tields were breached
shortly before noon and the attack pushed on. Zreny artillery fire was
reported to be mederate and the enemy vms witoudrawing to the high groun
Yorthwest of the CCA advence. At 1500, tne lea:dins elerents of CCA rec ched
“EQR} -and beran to receive heavy artillery fire frou the direction of
. TFFORATYe AN air mission was directed on wot town and on an eneny be trer:,
T55etol on the finml objective, the hirh groind to the East of FUFFERATH.
Tre attack was then ~ushed toward FUFFIRATE, the “aitisl obfective of the
cort t commend, and Dy late afternoen, =1loments were deployed on the Nor:n-
ern and Bastern fringes of the town, The a ws'ce has been slow hut steadr
and at the end of the period, CCA was the irithert Bact or ell units iz ;
First or Ninth © § Armies. Contact hed bern fa.e vrith 38¥lst Infentr Recin: v
(82r? Division) “uring the closing minutes of e neriode  This Infrntry

v of holding the hill Scuvhwest of ETRZSUIR.

+ .

In the meantins, or the Southern front or . pivision sector, CCEH
(plus tre 2nd ~n, 230th Infantry attachet), a arbel Zart st (740 Lot e
2 s ) IR S e 3t ~e .
advance was alms® nerlipivle Jue to gx*ramcl - mon T ononls rosistencs ol
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ertillery, -cortar ani small arcs fire. "D" Troop, 35th Cavalry Reconrais—

sance Souadroq, which was in contect with Co "C", 15th Ariored Infentry
lettalion, reported et 1530 thet approximetely 200 rounds of enemy mortar
“ire were falliin~ ~a~h hour during the afternoons In spite of the severit:
of cnemy resistencs, CCY gained altout one (1) Kiloieter for the period. At
1555, further acdv.nce wes relted by order of tie Division Commander and CCE
was directed to co:kinue on the following 1wrninge Troops "A", "B" and one
(1) pletoorn of "F" Coupsrny (light teank ‘owgany), 35th Cevelry Reconnaissance
Squadron, were attachei to CCF et 213C to sirengilen the attacking force.
The 4ti. Cav G ~itl: the 85th Cavalry Reconnaisscnce Sguadron (-) etteched,
c ntinued the sec r't" screen on the Division's .Southern flenk. The 2nd
Zattalion, 330tL Infartry Regiment (83rd D1v*smon) attached to CCD, took.

109 prisoners duriny the period. Air support : ¢ this neriod, consisted

of twolve pleres which bombed and straffed the en:y POoltICFS. Enemy lcsses
to Division elements for the.pericd vere as follows: 100 ereomy killed, 23
prisoners telen; 5 sclf-propelled guns, 1 Antitanl: gun, destroyed.

On 156 Dece"el, the ettecks of CCA and CC3 were resumed with CCA sver-
ping off et 0780 an’ CC3 (plus 2nd Battalion, 360tu Infentry) at 080C. CCL
iafinghed its =ztrack arnlpst the town of KUFFIRATI with one.married corpany
(Eo MA", 34th Tank ratitalion end Co "A", 46th Ar wred Infentry e ttalion),
The assault corried 2-ainst light resistence and the town. reported clesr =%
£ 500e At the s we tise another married company (Coroeny "3", 46th Arrored
Infentry Bettelivn and Compeny "B", 34th Tank Dettelion) pressed an atteck
to the final objective of CCA, the high rrcund te the Southeast.of KUFFERATE,
Vrown e£s hills 209 end 211. Eneny resistunce vi.v light and the bulk of th t
¢ me from three or four, a&sseult ﬁuns to the Das t on¢ Souther st of the oh-
jectives This .dssion, which was accompliched .t 0320, carried the combet
comgendls elevents tu within a few hundred yards of the ROZR RIVER. The
cnemy had an_arently withdrewn its infentry curines the ATEK%T"EEI'en-
countered fire Jrom “rtillery, morters, anti-t nk guns end SP guns, but
of less intensity thun thet cof the precedl' & ve Four (4) enemy tunks
were observed i the rear vicinity at 1200, and these meneuvered around
until our fire destroyed one (1), «nd the bal;nce withdrew at 1400,
Compenies "A" cud "B", 4S5th Armorcd Infontry Tottelion, were moved to the
high ground just Wes ot of KREUZAU end the 34th Tard: Battalion (less Co 4)
wont:into Tosition in the vieinity of GEYe Company "A", 34th Tank Rettgllon,
¢t this tire was operating with the 331st Reopientel Corbvt Teer whose
mission wes to hold I'UFFER.L.THe During the «ftornoon CCA consolidc ted its
positions and esteblished contect with adjacent units. Defonsive positions
vwere improved 80 as to repel any encry counter-atticks during the night
(15-16 Decerber )e '

CCB sterted its ctteck et 8800 ageinst much lessened éneny resistercce
One spearhecd plunged to the North from the Enst of STRASS end by 1100 hud
ebnken LANGENPROICH. In the.mearwhile a second spearhe~d pushed South fro:
positions Eastof SCHAFBERG end penetreated the woods West of BERGHEIY,
ronching e poivt’ just Worth of UNTERILUB,ACHe This attrck ret somo Tirc
fron urtlllpr’ an uortars. At 1130, th: woods Viest of BERGHZIM hrd been
cloardd =nd this force, rrde up of the 15th Arocres Infentry o7 6te lion,
Troops "A" anc "B, 85th Cevelry Reconmaisseicy Squadron, rnd the 2nd
Battr.lion, 330th Inf..atry Regiment, wes on line looking down inte the town
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cf BERGEBINe CC3 vre hold up ot tnls

be re.cde on ‘\r tovn, I the mecntin

heads hod converged sutsicde cf the ¢
Infrntry, wes desi-u toot '

Cevr.lry Squsdr
Battalion, were
Lheur, 15 Dece:”
cnd by 2000 ti: T
taw bottgliorn Atiiiroay
o LLUTUGEVEROICH S ZUe Y

tenk gun vms roourt
preperstory ertillory fir
Recormriss nee Scouelron (=) conmtinull to o
of th., Divisici's soutihorn flonke  Scvers
this lin. but ~urc rovulsede Znew owrtil
nothot scetore Zooiy lisscs for the doo
3?; ¢’ ptured, 100 (+-.is figur. include
C30t%h Infontry); wtoricl eopturcd or do
wnoerti-t nk gpuns, 4 orti-t ol suns (ool
Iwrtirse. -

~—

On 16 D.cob.r, CC- "lounch d enottool initso s ctor, 1t
. nd "5"’ 85th C: valry Rocirnelss el Squiir o, surcortod by SR G AN
wdium trnks {fro; the 8lst Tondr 2ottilion, it eking *to the Scutho st froo
HE‘RG BT, to toke thoe objective:  the hill to il Southotst of BIRGHETIN.
Tho tdvine. vis rvoid oad ot 0830, the rorce ool wowon the hish ground -
wstrblished Do“’itﬁ Ls vn the objoctiv o T wesitions wore thon con=
solidrted rnd otlic re . oopped upe Scverl o soncso s aere tekon during tho
r.tte.cke The 15t}1 Lrioored Infantry Bottlion tiv.d South frem RERGHEEIN in
the efternoon, oind s\izvd the tewn of BILSVIIN, o wnloting this cetior ot
1720, The reirinder of CCB with the e e 2nd Inm, 330th Inf ntry, coi=
sclidoted positicis, C:; corpeny of the Inliatr> T otwlion econtimucd to
held BIRGEEIT! ond th . r omedinder of the ottt lion wved buck to ¢ covorcd
positi n Tn the vieinity of LLVGTIBROICH. ™o .oy, during the provious

night, hed cortimued to withdr o w8 oxtric to 10 ojerity of his support-
ing woepons, but isclatid groups of nomy o ongituct rosistonice in the rowe

rm:ining pockcts Yest of the ROZR RIVIR noor "I.DZV. Gonsiloredle »right
moverent Wrs b rd in th. vicinity of ROGUET ~ .0 "TIDEN.  Those twe plecos

“were fired on by our rrtillorye In turn, Hooovy ooy ertillory firs vos

received in KUFFERLTH but the Qulk of it s Liliovd uncbscrveds  CCA
. Pl i) ciliakelet
conselide tod positions in its scetor ~1t‘ " ';'? Cu, 46th ..‘I' wrod Infentry

‘Bettelion, being r o licved on hill 11 bv ng Cu, 551st I ntry (8ard
. Division)s At 1200, the bound: ry Lo tw}\.\,n tie Dl‘.’isi“- ~nd th. 83rd Divieios
s ch rp.d on the North, roturning. to QCL the sofwnsibility for th. toun

£ TUFF ER,_T‘L end hill 211, Co "AY, 34th Tonk B tt.lion, ws in position to
L XZ cvir the town fron Co "L",. 331st Infutry, howvev r, Co "A"M, 34th T-n!
Tr.ttelion could not cnter the town until such tiae as Co "LY, 231st Ivgocir
hrd deperted; heir deporture woes plenncd for on o rlv howy l;; D combir,
Cowr.pny "A'", 46th Armorcd Infcntry Bottrlion, nE in togk ip positivns con
hill 211, rclicving Co "K", 33lst Ir'_f‘"ntry. Co "KM did net move from the
hill this drte . C it wos r\ cessory for the o (2) cor niog te double

up {'vr the night, with the L/46 digging in _1;~11~U side of Co "K", 33lst

: -9 -
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Infentry. .t 1800, CCA we. s disposed in its sodtor with thc 34th Ttnk
Pettrlicn heving en rdwnoe CP ot KUFFER.TH cnd e reer CP et GEY. Co "A"'

wrs in KUFFER.TH, rcinferced with one (1) pl:tocn of Co "A", 24 frmorcd
Engincors, onc (1) pl-toon of Co "A"™, 628 Trnk Dustroycr Bettnlion rnd.the i
Rcocnneigsr.noc platoon-of Qo "A", 628 Tv.nk Dostroyor Br.tt lioh. Compeny "B”
34th Tnnk Brtt. li i, of.which only one (1) plitocn remined operrtive, wes "
in thc vieinity of GEYe Compr ny "C", 34th Tank Bettolion, cnd Compeny "C",
46th Armorcd Inf:. ntry cttelivn (o nﬁrriod company), moved to the established “
CP of the 46th Armored Infantry Battalion in the vicinity of LANDENRROICH.

The 4th Cavalry Group and the 85th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squedrom cont: nued
the screening -ission on the Southern flank of the Division elong the genera.
line GROSSHAU to 3ILSTEIN. Some smell arms fire was received from the vicini
of DOGFEI:f to the Southe CCA had received a continuous shelling tthUnhoit .
the_ag§r-—looro‘1mately 5 %o 6 rounds of 150mm an hour, 8C rounds morter firs,
75mm end 105mn an heur, constituted thls shelling.

During the night 16-17 December an unkiown number of paratrocpers we.:
dropred by the enemy over a wide area. A lerge en:my counter-attack was
resorted in progress on the V Corps end VIII Corps Secctors. Enemy air ac-
tivity over the Division area was much increased and some bombs were dronped
tut no damage.was reported. Enemy losses for the period consisted of 41
personnel killed; 50 captured, of which 21 were telen by the 2nd Rattalion, -
330th Infentrys The enemy meteriel cepturec or destroyed wes four (4) SP
guns (ebendoned bY eremy), three (3) anti-tenk guns (ahandoned by enemy);
twelve field guns, two anti-tank guns; seven irfantry mortars end 2 vehicles
destroved, '

On.17 December, the action of the Division was confined to consolidating
positions; and elements of CCA completed the relief of 83rd Division elements
in the town of KIFFIRATHe Enemy plenes were sctive over the entire Division
area in the e:rly morning hourse CCB was straffed and bombed in its positions
but no cesuelties resulted thersfroms In geners=l, from midnight 16-17 Dcc=~
ember to midnight 17-18 December, cnerny air activity wes extremely heevy.

VII Corps rgoorted & number of perachutists dronyed in the Corrs asrea end
during the entir: psriod & search wes conductcd throughout the Division Arca.
Counter-measures worc teken in the form of additional roed blocks, traffic
check-points cnd listening-points. The first parechutist rop-ort.d killed in
the VII Corps scctor wes in the arce of onc of th: Divisional units.

CCA contiaued to reuceive sporadic artill.ry am: mortar fire in the
town of KUFFIRATE end on hill 211. Troop "B, 85th Cewvelry Reconneiss:nce
Squadron, v.:. 5.0 3cted tO & Very her vy co c.atr tion of morter firo ot
£000.  Yedium crtiller! slso full on nnd in the vicinity of G7Y, STRASS,
¢ w1 GROSS¥AU. The 4th Cewvelry Group (-) ~n¢ th. 95tk Crvtlrﬁ—ﬁ'cconn.dsc ne.
S-ucdron (=) continucd the defensive sercen on the Division's Southern
fl.nke "D' Comxny, 87th Chimic. 1l 3zttclion, «tt chid to CCM, pleccd
fir  from its 4.2 sorters on susprcted neny srtillory wnd mortir nositions
crd fir. fro.: tiwse positions wes stilled. Encimy units in contuct from
Yorth to South :<long th. Division front w.r. idcntified &s follows: 353rd
Sngin. r Rottolion; 334th Alerm Compeny, romniats of the IT 2attrlion, 6th
Prrochute Ropivnte
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On 18 Decurber, tho Division continucd to w0ld d.funsive positiong .olod
its frontse CCA hcld the town of KUFFERATH rrd positions on the kigh ground
to thc West of FREUZAU :nd Northwcst of WI-DIs CCS neld the town: of
PIRGHEIM e.nd BILSTELY, f.nd thi high ground uest of .ILSTZIN ¢ nd South of
WITDENs Thce defonsiv. scruen on the Division's Soutr.rn £l nk continuc?,
wIIE Th. 4th C-w lrv Croup (=) <nd th. 85th C.w.1lry R connziss’ ne. Squsdron
(=) mint ining « lin. running g.icr 11y from KLSIMAU to BERGHEI!M with
contr ot with the 8th Inf ntry Division on th. 1 ht, cnd th. 15%h Arror.n
Infr ntry 7ottt .lion (CCD) in PILSTETTa Pr.trolline wi.s continuad to th.
South r nd B st rnd in the BOGFRIM rroee The 7.0y wes r.port.d to be ru-
tiv. in this ¢r ., both mount.d <nd dismount.¢ ~ctivity bocing obs.rvids. Cc
crtill.ry fire s Pl c.d on this t rgct with 0014 _fficte EBnomy cctivity

=
wog rlso prov l.nt in the TIIDEY r. ‘rith - rroct doo 1 of wvonieulrr rov.. o

O

b.ing obs rv.de Ofic cnomy prtrol + tt.mpt.d inctr.tion of the CCL s.otor -

2145 but vms ripuls.ce Tho rom indur of .n.my <.ction during the d~v s,

confin.d to tr. pl-cing of lorge e libur ~rtill ry fir. in th. nr s of
(WY = HOR!® = VUFF RLTH - nd on the high grounc te the West of ™17 £, vihics
ST b TT Tv com 75 ™" - nd "C", 46th Armd Inf ntry T tt lion ong 1°°

L1 toon of th. 34th Trnk Bette lion. This csition wis subjcct.d to- Lol
o cresesing fir. for ti. ntire p.riod. Som. -rtillery fir. f£.11 < leng th

5]

w

ntir, front during th. diye Zn.myv plioncs o .d th. positions of th. .77
frrmorod Fiold Artill.ry Brott lion nd 400t Fi.ld Artillory Be ttelion g i
‘M. morning - nl infliet d somr. ¢ su . ltios oin k.. form.re. At 1130, the 4C %
Sl Artill opr oo+ lion oms rolitvod from attackment to th. Division .07
cv o doby or. r to t. 7 Cor,e zor., Por chutic® count.r-moocur.s V.ro ’
ctpidly contivm 4o & Division er. o wrs cc izt wtly s.ooreh . d for n.mje
~n.r lly, t= 4 oy ¢ ontinuld foirly noovy cir .otivit ov.r the Division
“at lirit .4 off reiv. cetions v or roport.ode ot 1lig ne. rorort.d thrt
rooon.my 1idS sl sero.ne in o “lices; oo vicinity of DIREY end ot
R, Artill.ry % e ory ositionrooor. 5. coift.d by th. oncmy but
vhothor th. shift v & to % Soutn or vertn conlid ot bl dotorndned. The
Lremy osuffir g 1icnk e Ltioo urear . cloL it 1 killod, cnT o2

rrisorn rer ot .

i
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(Reports After jcuun 1g 1"st th. Encny - Dc,cvrbvr 1944, Hg 5th :-.rr"d Divy
continucd the d«,fwsnrc scrc\,n of the Dinsmn's -Southern flrnk. Encry
rctivity wrs rcportcd to bdiobscrved in the crce: BOGHEIM=WINDEN- UNTER-
MAUBACH=-OBERMAUBLCH, Encmy cr#illcry cnd mort rs continucd herassing firc
into thc Division arcmse Loscscs sustaincd by the .numy for the pcriod wer
rcportcd as throc (3) killed ond scven (7) PMs tolen,

On 20 Dccender, CCB lounched its ettck to clenr the towns UVTERMAU=-
BACH «nd OBERMAUBLCH ond pockcts to the South e:d Souther.st to the ROER W
RIVER, Thc 2rd B.tte.libn, 330th Infintry, otti.chod to CCB, moving to the '
South on UNTER'AUBLCH, rc: ched thc Northeost ccge of tho town ¢t 0845,
Here immedis tc contecet wes mde with the cnumy ond stubbern cnemy resistonen
wrs br ckcd by cross=fir: fronm hcevy mchince guas, bozooks rnd rnti-trnk
gronrdese  Progress for the remeinder of the 4.y wrs very slow rnd dcvclorn.C
intn £ house=-to-housc fight sftcr rorching the to1 A .rc... The 4th Crwlry
Squr.dron, ctt cked ROGHEIM cnd were on th! objective -nd clorring the town
-t 0845, A for Srisoncrs were teken cnd the town comploetely occupicd by
79204 4 forcc wr.s thon scnt to the Bcutho st te eleir out the woedod ru s
teverd Hill 724 This forcc hit ¢ minc f£i.ld of onti-p:irsonncl mincs ¢nd
wrs forccd to wnlt, until such tinc cs the croe could be eles reds "AF
“roop, 85th Cr.vt.lry Rcconncisscricc Squw dron, cst blishcd 7 rond block on
shz ro~d running clong the river from WINDEN tc UWTZIRMLUB/CH. This road
block wes loer tcd in the loop ovcrlooking the riv.r just Southcrst of
SILSTEINs The 769th T-.nk Br ttr.lion (dismounted) roved t¢ the Scuth ~nd
“couplcd the high ground West of BOGHEIM, linking up with the Crw.lry on
ch. 1.ft ind the 635th Tr.nk Destroyor Bettclion (dismountcd) on the right.
Th: 635th mewved down the Divisicn right bound-.rye.

CCA attackcd at 0900 for the purpose of clearing the high ground West
of WINDEN. The 15th Aricred Infantry Battalion (detached from CCB cn the
aight of 19 Décerber #n2 attached to CCA) was used for this nissicn end
was on its objective at 1120 and digging in. Eneny artillery and rortar
fire was severe un th-t position and either tanks or SP guns fired cn the
15th Arrcred Infentry Battalicn from the Southern edge of WIVDEN et 1500.
The 46th Arrored Infentry Battaliun advenced towarc the town of SCHNEIDe
HAUSEN at 1525, Initial progress was good but extreiiely heavy ar HIIexﬁy

ire frcm scross tne ROER RIVER rede the town Droper untemebles, - Attempts
t6- send petrols to blow the main’ brmge ‘acruss the river. were frustrated
by fire from the town and across the rivers The tuwn was swept by cnemy
srall erns and grazing fire from mechine guns fror the BEast Benk of the
ROER. In cdd1t1un, artlllt,ry tnd nortar fire ves vcry heavy. - During the
Te¥c efterncon cneiy tenks or SP guns were rcq(rtcd ,oving into ¢nd out of

vn nDan

Durlng the atteck on UNTERMAUBACH itho 2nd Bc.ttall'm, 330th Infe ntry,
“lushcc cneiry vchicles end personnel from the town, end tie se ran into the
-.£.d block cst?hlished by "A" trocp, 85th Cuw.lry Roconnsisse nee Squedron,
,n the highway betwoon UNTERMAUBACH and "I'DINe The cnemy lost en un-
deterimined nurb.r of vchlcles and persontel in this cneiunter. The CCB
scetor was cenperctively quiot during tho first pirt of thz night cxoopt
that cnédmy ti:ckcd vchiclcs wer: sent down the riad ‘South from WINDZN in
en ¢ ttornt to broik intoe UNTERVMAUBACH from the Bsste This feorecs ren Tnto
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. thg mord blook hcld by the 85th’ Cevelry Recunntissince Squedron end en rtil
lery concentration wes leid on the cplurn forcing it te withdraw efter th.

RIVER was very intense throughiut the p.riode Ewcny losses were repertcd as
scventy five (75) killcd; 41 PWs takon; retcricl cipturcd or destroycd; 2
tenks, 1 hrlf-trock (smro corricr), 2 SP guns, 6 crtilliry picecs ~.rd 10
rortirse o

_dn 21 Dceunber, the Divisi n's rotion e atinucd with CCA fighting cgoirst
stiff cnemy rosistence in en of f.rt to get inte town of SCHNEIDHAUSEN. The
oncry rosisted stubbornly, cmploying srrll crms, crtillery ond porér fire

frem the Enst benk of the ROER. At 1800, CCA hnd f.ught its vy cbout b 1f
wey into the towne Scottored fighting c o atinucd until efter derk.

_ 1 -CCP cuntimucd the retion in its s.ctor with the 2d B tteliop, 330th Inf
fighting ¢ h usc-to-housc ecticn in UNTZRHMAULLCH. Lt the nd* o f th..d v ite,
foreys hrd cdw.accd avproxiretcly helf wey thru the tewn ~nd wers: thern hold
up by intonse firc from mr chine guns rnd sm.1l oro's. During this r.ction niry
rdditiconrl acny trovps were flushed from UNTIR'LUBLCE int. the 85th'Crv lry
Leogmriss,ico Squacrun rord-bluck cnd roports incdlei.ted thet cbout 50 per-
"E(_nﬁ(.';l were, killod cad rn cnemy st-f{f c.r, « t.nk end ¢ SP gun vord destr:
"B" Qompany; 8let Tenk Bottrliocn, wes. scnt up to UNTERIAUBLCH te rcduce th.
rosistenec which wis holding up the 2d Bettcliua, 3350ta Infentry. Howecwer,
tha conprny wgs uncble to got intu the tewn prior o dork beerusc of cneny
wings rnd therofore further cdwvence in the town wes held up for the night.
TH: 4th Cev- lry Group cntinucd to edwv.ncc in the Southoirn secctor towrrds
OBERM.UBLCH with thc 4th Cevelry Squedron névineiag to Hill 72, clor.riné’ =nd
conscIidr.ting its positiovns. The 24th Cevalry Squedren edvrnecd £nd to%k
the high ground overlooking OPERMAUBACH from the West. The 85th Cavalry
‘Leconnaissance Squadron continued to hold the road block to the,Southeast
of RPILSTEIN and besides halting the enemy flusiied from UKTERMAUBACH, preventec
reinforgements from moving from the WINDEN area. In general, thé enemy all
i glong:the Division front resisted, stubbornly, our efforts to clean out the

pockets:

During the afternoon of 21 December, orders were received from VII Corps
to relieve the 4th Cevalry Group which in turn would revert to Corps control.
The Division Commender wes authorized to contact the CG, 8th Infantry Division
- and arrange for a force to effect this relief. The lst Battelion,’ 121st In-
fantry, was designeted for this mission-énd at the close of the period the
relief was still going on. The boundary between the. Division and the 8th
Tnfentry Division vwes moved to give BOGHEI to the 8th Division bnd ran South
onst to the river just South of UNTERIAUBACH. The towp of UNTERMAUBACH re-
mained the responsibility of the 5th Armored. Division.. The 759th Tenk Pat-
slion and the 635th Tenk Destroyer Battalion started to ‘move from their arc:.
et 2100. L L e '

The enemy blew the b'xl,idge to the Best of UNTTZRMAUDACH in the morning of
21 December. This ws believed to have causeq soims -coufusion in their forces.
. Linew force had ‘beéh sefit into thé town to relieve the enemy perechute unit,
defending. It is believed that informetion of the blewing of. the bridge wes
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not passed on t¢ the relieving force end the result was that enemy flushed out
of the town were forced into tho 85th roed block. Enemy losses in personncl
cnd meteriel for this period wes reported es: killed, one hundred seventy fivc
(175); oaptured 51; metorick captured end destroysd; two (2) tanks, two (2)
helf-trecks, one (1) SP gun, 1 commnd cer, 2 cnti-tenk guns and 6 mortors.

v

On 22 December, the Division continued its action ulong the ROER RIVER.
CCA wes relioved of its mission et SCHNEIDHAUSEY et 0745, by the Tst Bette lion,
331lst Infentry (83rd Division). The I15th Armorcd Infentry Be.ttelion (CCB)
remined’ e ttachod to CCA end continued its mission of holding the high ground
to tho West of WINDEN. The 4th Cawulry Group on the CCB Southern flenk wos
rclieved by the Ist b ttelion, 121st Infentry (8th Division) end boundories
between tho Division end the 8th Infrntry Division werc csteblished as plan-
ned the previous diye The 2nd Buttclion, 330th Iaf-ntry (83rd Divisiong
contimued its wsscult :.nd mopping up of thc town of UNTERNAUBACH. This
nttnlion wi.s supported by Compeny "B", 8lst Tunk Eittelion. By 1245, the
“anks of this compuny hid rer.ched the rivor in the Southern portion of the town
nd during this movc hrd cr.ptured ¢ good many prisoncrs. Compe.hy "G", 330th
‘cfentry, hed clci rod the Northern portion of the town including e lerge crstic
roportedly uscd cs the CP for cn cnemy unite Othur ¢lements of the Infrntiey
"ette.lion moved thru the rcemeinder of thc town mopping up rs they advwvnnccd.

»

During this z.ction, ordcrs were ruccived from XIX Corps for rclief of
niw 6th Armorod Division by the 83rd Infentry Division during thc night of
'e<23 Dcecmbers  The Division wes to move to an ercc. designr.ted by V Corps
nd upon arriv 1l in thc new cror. would pess to the control of -V Corps.

At 1800, CCB rcported UTERMAUBACH clucr with thc cxccption of two (2)
itrong-points in th. Southwostcrn prrte Thousc points consistcd af two houscs
which were under dircet enumy observr.tion from the Ecst benk of the ROER
RIVER. Evocry c.ttompt to movc on thesc points wrs brlked by intcnsc concene -
Tretions of mortir firc, end ertillcry firc from high volocity guns, firing
dir.ct firc from thcir positions on the ROER's Eust benke Enemy positions
on the Etst side of thc riv.r tlso ¢nebled them to usc cecurete, hervy firc
from nr.ny typcs of sm.ll nrms. Troop:"A", 85th Cewlry Rcconnnissencc
Squedron which wrs holding the rocd block to thu Southcist of BILSTEIN, wes
rclicved during the hours of drrkncss ond wis br.ck in thc 85th rsscmbly corce
by 2400. Tho follewing changcs were mrdc’ by the Division cffective s of
7400: Thc 47th Armorcd Ficld Artillery Bettclion wr.s r.ttrchcd to CCA; the
15th Arrorcd Infontry Bottelion prssed to sontrol of CCB; thc 2nd Bettelion,
30th Infr.ntry, vvs rolicved rnd possud to control of the 83rd Infrntry
ivisions At the closc of the p.riod thc rolicf of the Division by the 83rd
“f ntry Division w~s progrcssing without incidente CCA wrs rclicwed by the
. 1st Infrntry, . no CCB wes rulicv.d by the 330th Infrntry. Encmy losscs
onteincd for the doy were es follows: personncl; killed 85; captured, 172;
r.turiel cepturcd or destroycd, s roported, 5 mortors.

On 23,‘~D1.:'c~(,~mbc,r, the Division comploetcd its withdrewnl from front line
~ositions to osscibly arces in the recrs CCL asscmblcd in the Vieinity of
AHW. CCB, with th. 85th Covw.lry Rcconnrisscnce Squidron, csscmtled in the
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woodod cror. ‘o tho Wost of GROSSHAUe Adl units of thc Division mrintnincd c

. ~rigid system of pctrolling Tor. the purpose of oliminnting sny .thrue ¢ from .

onemy peirtchutistse Thc XIX Corps had extended their front fram: the: North

. to includé tho VII Corps front on 21 Deceomber, end the Diyision-wrs undor

XIX Corps control from 22 Dcecmber until thc withdrowel to -the V Corps ~
scetor wis fccomplishcde R '

On 24 Dccembor, the combrt clcmonts of thu Division moved to cn rsscmbly
ercn in the vicinity of LIMBOURG, BELGIUL find tho Divisicn CP moved to EUPEN.
The Division Troins rcmeined in the ZWEIFALL arece Movement of the Di sion ,
wr.s completed without difficulty ~nd units w.rc closud by 1800, Upon errivel
in the new nrcc, thc Division wes ettoched to V Corpg in FIRST Army Rcscrve.
CCR revertcd to Division control. This combi.t comrz.nd hed, boen opereting,
with V Corps units for the cntire month cnd hed romiincd cttechod oV Corps
vhen the belenec of tho Division hed gone to VII Corps Control. -

The ¢ntirc dry of 25 Deccmber wes utilizcd in scttling the Division
units i4® their ncw arces end rcgrouping in preperction for futurc operrtioh: |
£.s et.llcd fore Thc Division rcmrined in Army Rescrve ond wes plrcud oh ¢

. 2 hour clcrt stotuse Onc mirricd compeny of CCR ("A", 10th Trnk Brttelion

~nd "A", 47th Armorcd Infentry Brttalion) hod boen atteched to the 9th
inf.ntry Division, Company "A", 10th Tenk Bettalion wes reclicwved from the
3th Inf-ntry Division cnd closed with thy 10th Tonk Battclion in the CCR
«rcne Compony "A", 47th Armorced Infintry Bittolion, remrined nttrehed to
the 9th Divisione Orders wore reocived from 21st Army Group through FIRST
frmy to prcprrc plens to support V end XVIII Corps, FIRST Army «nd XIII end
XIX Corps, NINTH Lrmy. .

. On 26 Doccihor, the Division's rction wes confined to preprretion for
futurc opér-tions :.nd continucl pr.trolling of thu Division rrue for cnemy
eirborn. troops ruported to heve becn droppcd in the scctor North of CCBe
£11 prtrols rcportcd nogs tivilyes The Division Corvrnder with G-3 cnd G-4
rcportcd to Hendquirt.rs NINTH U.S Army at 1430 for instructions on futurc
opcrrtions. The Division CP wes bombed ¢t 1615 but no crsunltics resulted
therofrom.

The Division Trrins mov.d from the ZWEIFLLL crce to tho vieinity of

VZRVIZRS with thc Divisgion Administretive Contor sctting up in the city
*nd Trf in He dquert.rs ond Herdquerters Comprny, 75th Medicerl Brttelion,
and the 145th Sigrnr.l Compeny moving into PEPINETER; he 127th Ordnc.nec
M.intenr nec Bottolion sctup in THEUXe The 22nd Lrmored Engincer Brttelion
moved to its crér, just South of WLLHORN. The rennindcr of the Division
remr.incd in plecce The'Division wes put on o 4 hour clert st tus rnd roemriiee
~tt- ched to V Corps in Army Reservce

" No chrnge in unit dispositicn-or in the st tus of the Division wrs mdc
on 28 Dccembors Howm}ur‘.,'.'f. very crreful roconaissnnce wes mrde of possible.
routcs from Division assumbly erors for usc in futurc opcrrtions. Plens
w.re then drown up for ultim.tg setion.in ci.sc’ of cacmy cttrcks in cither
V gorps gcctor or thc scetprs ocewpied by the XIIT, XVIII end XIX Corps.
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(Rcports After fetion Lg.inst the Jgemy = Decosber 1944, Hq 5th-frmd Di-r)

During thc puriod 29 Dceombir, thru 31 Dccendor, the Division continudd
on.n rlgrt st.tus with ¢ll elcments mking proprratiops for fyturg cctiona
Count\,r-oncmv-p: re troopu.r me sures wers rrinteined - nd Division units,.prtrol-
lcd surrounding crorse At 0645, 31 Dccember, wucmy plencs were over the
Division ~rot. Wwut he vy f1'° k dlv\,rt\,d this circreft - nd the bormbs which were
droppcd did no dom.ge to Division instrllctionse At 1100, cnemy plencs worc
ov.r th. 46th Armor.d Inf-.ntry Bottelion ~roc. but no offunsive cction wrs
rcportcds  Throe c.sucltics, onc.kill.d, rcculted from fl-k during this
~.ction. :

Totel wnemy or.sucltics for the month of Doccublr wicre: Encmy killcd,
974 (estim.tcd); Capturcd, 977 (64 of this tot.l -rc¢ earry-ovurs from
Nov.omber which were unr.: portc.d for thrt month)g.Tanks, crpturcd or destroycd,
17; motor wchiclcs 6; SP guns, cr pturcd rnd dectroyed, 17; erty picccs,

ceptured end destroyed, 39; Heovy Infentry weepons, cr ptur.d or destroycd, 41.

6s .COIIEITS:

SECTION I = PIRSONNEL i7.TTZRS

le ce Corwxnts perteining to th. four preceding months remin gencr-
r1ly eppliceblc,

be TVhilc scrving under VII Corps sciic RTD's ¢rrc back to the
Division $hru mcdicol-rother then replocoment chhmaclse - WVhile the numbors so
rcoeiwd were smrll, thoy constituted o sterdy, diily flow rnd groe tly rc=-
duccd the .time c,].cos\,d botwoen discherge fron hOSL)lt 1 end rcturn to duty,
The rm.thod uscd we.s the medienl bettolion and o: 111 ticsc wounded ~nd sick
who remrined in hosmte ls within the Lrmy Lr.c soore so k-ndled, Thest ren
rcturncd with no equiprent cnd only the clothing thc.y wore e rlng. Units
rctein she ‘clothing < nd cquipment of cwoou t.¢ for 20 d-ys. Sincc the
period “of hospit.liz . tion plus time for rcturn usunlly cxccods this,
problcnm of imdticl cquiprent is prescntode  The rithod is, howcver, gcod.
Anything thrt spceds up the roturn of men to their units is highly desircblo,

e Ls in tho proccding four months, disciplinc within the comrind
hes proscntcd no problcme The tot 1l numbor of courts-m . rtinl cescs tricd
during thc rmonth =- fourtecen == is considered very simlle’ Of those, thirteon
wore Summry Courts cnd the romdning onc o Spceicl Courte As in the pr st,
ordinrry viol ticns such ¢s lc¢ ving vihicles unrttinded, cte., hove been
vory fow, .

SECTION II .- INTELLIGENCE :ZTTERS

le ENEMY TACTICSé' (Fighting in HURTGTNF Forcst).

. Qe Enuny Uso of Minos. Tho¢ cnomy hr vn.ng he.d timc to prepare de-
fonsive positicns, o grco.tly incrouscd use of wiiincs wrs cneountercd, Wooden
Sohu mincs (Anti-Pursonneld.proved difficult to loc tc ~nd were froquently
connceted with difforent booby trips which inerciscd thoir cffeootivencsse
AT mincs in quantity were cneountored, , The cbsolute nceessity for propor
mrking, rccording end ruporting of mincficlds both cnemy cnd our own was
again.brought out, st

MU
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by Inoy lfertorse Llrtrrs g
most offoctive v ooms arnd crusad of rlg
Extrerc dlfflcult\ wes cxporicnecd in loerting Jiumpy mortirse ALl o3l 10
inforrr.ticn cn type, c}u.rf\ctkrlsucs, -tce Lionyvrtrs hes blonoc 11 oo
‘nd £ sum.ry cf this inferivtion ic bloing furisho2 211 urite, JIPT tooor
er. glivon this informytion end cre imstructid t. give loe tion of cnermy o rt r-
r. high priority on qu\sthun g of PTs. Int.rrogetors cre imstruct:d tc bt
r.s ruch inforrction as possitle .o oonony mirter tocticse This inforirticon

will be furnish.d -1l units es (btincd.

oL ot oL ol of thl o Lrovits
rcv:‘;‘c\; f our c.su lti. s,

by

Ce “En.1y Lire Th.or: wes oo gro t dzer. s, in aurber ond eggr.ossi-- -
nuss of Cnomy tire Nu™ r.ous roc.mmiss neo cliais wore roperteds Thorl o
froquent instrne.s of streffing :nd borbing «ood sowercl porcchutists were
droppeds Our AL nroad wry cffictiv,

de¢ Count.r-Int.llig.tcce lEny inst o
civilicn clothcn, Us Se unifirms und with U, S. voroorooort. S oin
£1js ecnt scetorse  Our sceourity o osurcs woro uigid o thus fir
proven wffictivie Continuous ch.cks ore boiingz tvil ond fll inforretion o=
teinble on enenmy trctics ond subvirsiw ;l.c"".‘.'iti\:s is disscrir tode FTs
cr.pturcd (1st Army s.ctor) oper ting in U. Se u. if.oroivith Ue 8. cquipront
report th t they were givon dotils of &t v ro0 Divisi i ordir b
better irdt to Ue Se soldicrs.

oy ocpr oting iv .

w,?
i ¢708

ce Inumy Merclie  Thoe cvounterecffonsive ol Gorrer propon vﬁ.:‘.
c.onsidersbly inprovgd the onemy's mers loe 10y Goroins iz

viill win the wore Moy othurs fight t- th 1ot ‘J;c us. thiy so no wtln
eltornstives Thedr nropggnde convineos thoor o will shoct thiem or s nd thoi
Russie, ctge Our propogends soors s.ldom orficeti oo o thoir b dly vorped
rindsq ' ' :

. ' SECTION III = OFZRLTIO.S

Adcticn dur: ﬂg tlk crdod cgiin indie tod thoo vhon arr e units o
crmploycd ¢.g. 1nst (\1;, in dcefonscs on terrsin whioh Jois ot porrit of de-
ployment, lisscs in comscquence ere oxtrimoly hecvye  Arnored Infentry ond
roouvnntissence cleents con srtisfrot rily purtforn L‘1°x\uxlt d infentry
missi.ns but in d.ing so unrcplecorble ocsucltics result to the cnd thet
tho armored unitt!s cfficicney is grertly ruluced ror the porforrynee of the
px'imry missi ns f£or which it has bocn oro.t.. on’ tr lnu(‘. It is belicove’ th
ermorcd-units sh.uld be usud to purform.dismount.od inf: ntry nmissi ns only
in ¢rorgeney cnc not ip deliboratcly plonned ffonsive cpor ti ns.

Jny
—

'7’ Arong /Y
ol

Use
Ga Neo

Minc blowing cquiprent rede nv.ileble Curing this period (T1El ond
"Cred") wes of grent v.lue in pormitting tiiks to wove ferwrd in cthomdsc
inupr.sseble country withiut grert loss of timc, It is hoped thr.t this cquir-
rent continucs to be availeble in closc supporte

SECTION IV = SUPPLY AID iAINTINLNCE [ATTTRS

1, Tho troctor of tho M=25 Tank trensportor wis uscd c.s o tow v.hiclc
in cvecucticn of discdbled tr.nks dwer rocds vhich would not pormit treffic f
thc complute unit cerrying & tink,

- 17 -
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(Reperts Aftor Actit?nllxgt.inst the Enomy =

ALty N 4 o e ‘ . ¢
| R 0 e v

Deooibor 1944, Hq 5th Arnd Div)

- 2+ Light trnks ond ermopod ti't.ilo!j.s'wax;'u uecd o ccfry supplics formward
encd oveouated porsonncl ecsucltics PWr burenin which wrs. impessrblo-to 1/4

ton trucks or helf-trdckse

3.’ Supply procodurc boer mes confusod vhon ¢ divisicn wunit is dotr.cho'CK/
frem divisisn o ntrols Leck of edoquetc comuniecti: ns end rcsultant timo
leg of roports ocuscs on ebnormel poricd to olepsc in proouring roplecorcpt

of rr.jor items,

4¢ " Tenk riho cxploders erc generelly vory s.nsitive to terrein end

vetthor conditi rse  The "Crob" (chedn flril) type is the most suitnble,. foon
the stend-point of nobility, c8 & nerrel att.chiwnt or essignment to an eriwr.:
division, Thc rellcr typc (T1El cri T1E3) proscnts "Ejor problems of trens-

-portrtion or sovoment to the imwdiste zone

5¢ In:ncrmered division the liss of

porti n' te the mubor of persenncl crsurltiose When & vohiclo is destr.ycd

f ection,

persoianl cquiprent is not in pro=

the perstnrl cquipnent of the entiro crew is genurtldly list whilc only &
porti n of the crow becore pers.onncl ct.su:.ltio.s.' :

For the Commnding Genorel:

5 Inclss
Incl l - G=1 J. urncl
Incl 2 = G=2 Jrurn~l

Incl 3 = G=3 Jour:. 1 g
Incl 4 - G=3 fir Journrl
Incl § = G=4 Jourw.l '
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- : :SECRBT s
HEADQUARTERS 5TH ARMORED DIVISION sduth: cg Sth Armd Div:
APO Fo 255 :Initinls: G :
U. Se. Afw * 3D‘t’: 6 z&b 4 H

83:33228338223:::::::::
€ February 1945
319.1 GNNJG ' )
| REFORT AFTER ACTION AGAINST ENEMY - JANUARY 1945
1. GALEAI(}N: .Western Burope.
2, LOSSES TV ACTION:

8. Personnel: Officers EM Total o & EM
Killed in Aetion -0 - T -
Seriously Woundea in Action 0 K 5
Lightly Wounded in Action 1 17 18
Seriously Injured in Action 0 0 0
Lightly Injured in Action 1 8 9
Missing in Action 0 0 (o]

Total R Tt | § - 84
b. Vehicular: Destroyed or
Type ' _Abondoned Evacuated
‘rru-?_o . 1/2-ton, 4x4 ' B
Truck, 3/4-ton, 4x4, WC w/winch 1
Truck, 2-A-ton, 6x6, Cargo w/0 winech 1
Trailer, l-tom, 2 wheel, Cargo 1
Vehicle, Tank Retovery M32 1
S. AMMUNITION EXPENDITURBS AND LOSSES:
"Em . Expended  Loss due to Bnemy Action

Carbine 16725

Cal, .30 © 76668

Cal, .45 9325

Cal, .5 93562

+60mm : 537

81mm : 90

37 mm . 1866 -

- 5Tum . . 88
. 75mm-gun 909 ’

75mm how 150
- 76mm gun - : 717

105mm. how 517

Smoke Pots ‘ 4

Rockets, AT 202

Gremade, rifle - 28

Grenade hand - 146 v

I

Total Tonnage
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4. Buring the month of Julnry 19456 units of the Divuion Were com-
manded by th, :m-. m officerss

X, cmm '),‘ ‘Sth Armd Div - WRIG GEN EUGENE & nzmn. 08206, USA

Hg Co,;Copbast Cend Re¥ o 5th Armd Div - CAPT KiRL W ' RQTH,. 01010340, INY

Bg, Combet Comd."B", 5th Armd Div.- COL JOHN .T COLE, 065256, CaV '

- Hq.Co, Combub Comd "3'. 6th aArmd Div e CAPT JOE W. PERRY,. 01012397, INF
‘Hipy Diw Avty, 5th Armd Div - COL DOUGLAS 'J PAGE, 044965, FA

Hq Btry,.Div Arty, 5th Armd-Diy = CAPT NORMAN W cusxcx. 0466787, FA

Reserve Command, 5-h Armd Div - COL GLEN H ANDBRSON, 08632, INF

Hq Co, 5th Armd T:/ - CAPT LARRY H GREEWWOOD, 01283065, %

" Hq 6th irmd Div. Tns - LT COL KARL L SCHERER; 018784, CAV

Hq Co 6th Armd Div Tns - CAPT JAMES R BAGWELL, 01011081, CAV

MP Platoon, §th Armd Div - MAJ ALEXANDER T NELSBN,0335298, CAV

146th Armd 8ig Co - CAPT GLENN A WELDE, 0453447, SC

85th Cav Ron 8q Mecz - MAJ GEORGE ¢ BENJLMIN, 023422, CAV

10th Tank Ba = LT COL WILLIAM A H/ MBERG, 0292156, IN®

$4th Tank Bn - LT COL WILLIAM L CABANISS, 0293176, INF (1-30 Jan 45)
M. 30 Jan 45 Succeeded by MAJ GLEN L FOOTE 0450438, CAV (31 Jan 45)

8let Tank Bn = LT COL LE ROY H ~NDERSON, 0239452, INF

15th Armd Inf Bn + LT COL GLENN ¢ DICKENSON, 0197385, CAV

46th Armd: Inf Bn - LT COL WILLIAN H BURTON, 0366028, INF

47th Armd Inf Bn - LT COL HOWARD E BOY=R, 0218680, INF

47th Armd FA Bn - LT COL JOHN B ROSENZ'TIG, 0246291, FA

7lst Armd FA Bn - LT COL ISRAEL B Wh.SHBURN, 0235367, FA

96th Armd PA Bn - LT COL JAMES W MC NPER, 0223708, FA

22d Armd Engr Bn - LT COL FRED E RESSEGIFU, 020575, CE

127th Ord Maint Bn - LT COL ROLAND S BIERSACH, 0318269, ORD

76th Med Bn Armd - LT COL BENJAIIN H BADER, 0372570, MC

!

628th TD Ban.= LT COL WILLIANM J GALLAGHER, 0384592, FA
387¢h AAA AW Bn (SP) - LT COL ELMER I KENNEWEG, 0265282 CAC
3907th QM Truck Co - CAPT CHARLEs H DUDLEY, 01581668, Qm
3912th QM Truck Co - CAPT JOSEPH L ZIOLXOWSKI, 01573993 a)" o}
Det "A" Hq & HqQ 3rd Armd Gp - MAJ RAY S TREADWELL, 0389764 IN
606th CIC Det, Hq Buropean TO, U. S. Army - 1ST LT THOMAS A. RYAN -
01017183 INF
The 5th A mored Division having been phood in Arnw Group Reserve
in the late part December, coatinued in that status, for the first
25 days of Jamarj. ‘The Division was on a four (4) hour alert stetus
during this ent’rec period and all combat elements had reconnoitered routes
of movement to support the V, XIII, XIX Corps, or British XII Corps.
Assembly areas were selected in esch Corps vieinity end these were care-
fully checked for mines or other obstacles which would slow the division's
action. Plans were further workec out for support of the XVIII Airborne
Corps from the present Division positions. FEach essembly area, or alter-
mate assembly area, chosen by the division was carefully mainteined so es
to provide an unerring movement theroto if division support wes called for
by any of the above mentiened Co.ps. Thc division carried out meintemance
end treining programs and by the cud of the first 25 days of Janmuary, new
equipment and reinforcoments brought the division close to T/0 and T/%
strength, R
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On 20 Jamary, Company A, 47th Armored Infantry Battalion, which had
been cttached to the 9th Infantry Division returned to division control
-and. joined the 47th Armored Infentry Battalion in the COR area. Thus,
20 Januapry 1945, marked the first day since 2 August 1944 that some ele-
mont of the division was not in cither direst or indirect aetion against
the enemy, ' o

On 25 Jamu:c.: ,, Troep "C", 85th Cavelry Reconmaissance S8quadron, was
relieved from attcokmert to COR and reverted to Squadron control.

- On 26 Jamuery, the division was alerted for movement to the XIX
Corps seetor (NINTH US ARMY) and a warning order followed, stating that
ons (1) combat commend of the division would be attached to the 78th
Infantry Division for the eperations of the lattor in the KONZEN aree.
The Division was to be attached to XIX Corps but with a stIpulation thet
not more than the one (1) combat command would be used without Army
approval. Combat Command "A"™ wns attached te the 78th Infantry Division.

On 27 January, the Division was rclieved from assignment to First
US Army, assigned to the Ninth US Army, and attached to the XIX Corps.

CCA moved to the vicinity of RAEREN and clesed in its area at 1418,
The, combat command was immediately attached to the 78th Infantry Division.
The 628 Tank Destrover Battalion was relieved from First Army and assigned
Ninth Army; ettached to 5th Armored Division. CCR moved by infiltration
to WALHORN.

The Division continued its move into the Ninth U § Army area on
28 Jemiary. CCB moved to the vicinity of HEKRGENRATH. The 85th Cava lry
Reconnaissance Squedron moved to BLEYBERG, end the Division CP moved to
MORESNET. All moves were acoomplIshed without incidemt. Plans were
mde for the movement of the Divisien Trains on 29 January. Troop "A",
85th Cavalry Reconmaissanse Squadron, was attached to CCA effective 1400,
28 Jemary.

During the p- iod 29 January thru 31 January, the Division, less CCA,
remined in plac  treining for future operations. -

Effective ®9 Junuary, 1945, the Division (<CCA) was relieved from
attachment to the XIX Corps end attached to the XVI Corps.

: On 29 Jamuary, the Division Trains moved from the First U S Army
- ‘area to WACHEN with the Division Administretion Center joining the
Division CP at MDRESNET. :

CCA, attached to the 78th Infantry Division, ettacked at 0815, 30
_Jenwery in the direction of EICHTRSCHEID. The town itself, plus the
~high ground to the South end East of 1t, composed the objeetive of the

combat commnd. BExtensive minefields were encountered initially, which
slowed the advance to some degree, but CCL puched on steadily end at .-
1600, its advance clements were in EICHE :SCHEIDe Resistance wes quickly
redueced within the town and et 1810 It wic reported that the town wns
clear and the high ground to the Emst, South and Southeast had been
outposted. . ’
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Thy Commanding Officer of the 34th Tank Battalion was wounded by shell
fire in completing the mission and was evacuatod.

CCA held its positions throughout 31 January, and mopped up scattered
enemy resistance in its sector. As the month  ended elemonts of the 78th
Division were relieving the combat command in its sector and CCA began
woving its units back to its assenmbly area in the vicinity of RARREN during
the night 31 January-l February. ; -

The entire op-. .tion of CCA was made against light enemy forces and
the mjority of resistance came from artillery and mortar fire, and as pre-
viously stated; extensive minefie'ds were encountered throughout. Enemy
casualties for the entire two (2) day operation were as follows: personnel;
captured, one hundred twenty four (124), killed, twenty five (25), estimated;
mteriel captured and destroyed, four (4) 86mm Anti-tank guns, three (3)
120mn mortars, one (1) 105mm field howitger,

.6+ COMMENTS
Section . - Personnel Mitters g
Reinforcéments received in Jamary were, in general, very satisfac-

tory and totalled 928, primrily enlisted men. Receipt of tnsio 1nmatr¥
riflemen again roflected the diffieulty of obteining ermor-trained infor ry-

mehe

Offioer shortage in combat erms was alleviated to & smell degree
by battlefield appointment of a limited mumber of NCO's as second lieuten-

.ants.

Cavalry reinforcements, as before, were unobtainable during January
and the situation was relieved to some extont by conversion within the
Division of infantry-trained reinforcements to cavalry where MOS's wersd
adaptable to cavalry needs.

RTD's received this month were numerous enough to more than offset
the norml daily non-battle losses, 45K of the total reinforcements received
being in this catagory. :

Seotion II - Photo Intelltgence

In furtheranco of efforts to inerease efficiency in the ocation of
enemy mortars, tho 14's, artillery observation planes of the division, are
being equipped with K20 Air Corps Cemeras. The Photo Interpreter's vehi-
©le has been rebuilt for developing purposes and through récent experimen-
tation during Combat Coxmmnd A's-aticok on BICHERSCHBID, it has been found
thet plotured taken end delivered to the PI team can be developed and dis-
tributed to units in less than two hours tima. The piotures have been
excellent and MGEMMW been taken of cnemy \
mortar positions it is felt that this method will greatly assist in the
location and eventuwal neutrelisation of tho enemy's mortars. This method
of photography is of a decided advantage over norml Air Photos, dug to
the frequénoy with which the-enemy changes his mortar positions, °
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S8ection III - Operations

Due to the limited action of the Division during the month of January,
it is believed that, in general, any remarks mdo would be a repetition of
previous months' comments. However, too much emphasis cannot be given to
training duri eriods when vnits ere in o All units of the Divi-
sTon earried out + “Inirg programs during Janunry, and the wmlue resulting
therefrom, espec’ .Lly ~< pertains *o reinforcements was inestimeble. It
ws found possible to complete an cppreciable amount of practice firing of
both smll arnc -nd large celibre weapons on improvised ranges. Thig fire
ing ocoupled with szell unit pioblems maintained the fighting efficiency
of the unit and helped to assimilate new joiners.

Section IV - Supply and Iaintemmnco Matters

&+ During the month of Jenuary no serious problems in Supply nnd
Maintemnce confronted the Division. As there was very limited rection
during the entire month, all echclons of supply and meintenence in the
division were cfforded, and took good advantage of, opportunities to
bring their units up to T/E allowance and to porform necessary meintenances

For the Commnding Gencral:

el e gy
ED"ARD G. FARR'ND,
Colonel, G. 5. C.,

6 Incl. Chief of Staff.
Incl 1 - ¢g=-1 Jourrrl
Incl 2 = Ge2 Journal

Incl 3 - G=3 Jourmal

Incl 4 « G=3 Jourmal
Incl 5§ « G=3 Air Jourml
Incl 6 = G=4 Journal
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; : s$SRCRET?T ’
“¥  ¥XuthsCG 5EA™Armd Dives
RES‘““GTE“ ERADQUARTANS 5m mmlo DIVISIONsInitialss s
A0 No°256 sDates 7 Mar 45 s
Ue 8¢ ArmYy $855 58888038888 88383388¢
81' - 7 March 1945,

CEEe  FEPORT AFTER AOTION AGATNBT nonet -  Petruary 1948,
"3_.-'. wl’uou. Western Bwope 4 Battle of Germanye
m Il MTION:

e m«mols .'
officers % Total O & BM
mm in Action 1 . 1
. eriously Wowded in iotiom ¢ 8
.Lightly Wounded in Aotion 3 58 5e
Beridusly Injwed in Jotion | 3 |
.Lightly Injuwed in jotion . 9 9
. . Missing in Aetion 3 3
oo, Total - ) o -1' “ -w
bs  Vehisculars ' -
. . -~ Deatro or Adbandemed Evaouated
. N . Miﬂ&%h 7™M BWO. llg N . 1
.- Carrier Persi, H/T,'M3 * . & - 2
.. Osrrie- Peis., u/r.'s.t L 1
S e b ‘di\. Jank, Mé, MeAL: 14,3 (75(1[ Sm) 10 5
T Trailer .-mhtau,lﬂo : _ ' 1
th’ a* to, uﬁ. P ',% ‘ . 1
. "“....- Total - , . I5 18
Se AMMONITION BXPENDITURES AMD LOSSES:
T Iype onded Loss dus to Enemy fotion
. Qarbine, Cal. 30 ©le,Ta0 ’ '
. Gale w0 ' - CT 75,04 - 87,760
a Cale ¢45 . - 6,000 - _ 10,400
Cale o850 st 12,850 .6,630
3 Tom T - .
60mm. _ ' 16
8 lmm
75wm gm - . . 4,409 L -
7aam on - ' 1,080 ‘ 142
S0m gun 3,631
. 106om How 22,440 | .
156me g1 > - :. - . 7. Tl 363 - ¢
Rookets 56
Grenades, ,ssorted 200
Signal, Assorted

Total Tonnage
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(Repart Aftor iotion igeinst the ¥ rusry 15.,, Hq 5th Armd Div)

j“omc . 38,6 Tonnage expended for training pwposes only.)
4 OoMMNDERS s

U& dwored Divisim, o-mad by MiJ GEN LUNSNORD B, OLIVER,
T Qﬂ“. USAQ

During the i.onth of M:ruary 1945 wits of the Division were
cammanded by the following named of fiocerss

Ombat cannmd "A", 6th Armd Div - BRIG GEN EUGENE A REGNIER, 08295, USA
'Hg & Hq Op, Canbet Command "A" - CAPT KARL W ROTH, 01010340, INF
Ocmbot Qampend "B", 5th Armd Div - OOL HUGH J FITZGBRALD, 06719, CAV
{1 -8 b, 45) COL JOHN ¢ JOLB, 05256, CAV (9 « 28 Peb 46)
4 Go, Ca.. -t Cucmend ¥B' - CAPT JOE W PERRY, 01012397, INF
’ &tv Arty - COL DOUGLAS J PAGE, 04495, FA

My, 5th irmd Div Arty - CAPT NORMN.W CUSIOK, 0466787, FA
odnud §th Armd Div - OCL GLEN H /NDBHSON, 08632, INF

B¢orve
Gl Div = Gﬂl LARRI H GX D, 01283065, INF
“EM ‘fh « LT OOL'EKARL 1L SO 018784, CAV

d Div T « CAPT JAMES R RAGWELL, 01011081, CAV
Jp'nd Div, - MAJ ALEXANDBR T NELSEN, 335298, OAV
. Go = w:r;mm A WELBR, 045547, SC
pq‘r. _&q Moo - MAJ GEORGE C BEWJAMIN, 023422, OAV (1 - 12 Feb 45)
W HENINGION, 0462900, INF (12 = 15 Fob 45) ~ LT COL GEORGE
o 028422, CAV (16 « 28 Feb 45)
« LT QOL WILLIAM A HAMBERG, 0292156, INF
"= MAJ GLEN L POOTB; 0450438, C.V (1 « 14 Pob 45) - LT OOL
0238409, CAV (15 - 28 Feb 45)
- L} OOL LE ROY E ANDRRSON, 0239452, INP
LT 00L GLEWL' G DICKENSON, 0197385, CAV
LT DOL WILLIAM E BURTON, 0366028, INF
LT.001 HOWARD B BOYER, 0218680, INF
ob, JOHN B ROSENZWEIG, 0246291, FA
00L ISRASL B WASHBURN, 023637, FA
0L JAMRS W MO NEER, 0223708, FA
Q0L PRED E RESSEGIEU, 020678, OB -
L? GOL ROLAND 8 BIERSAOH, 0318269, ORD
, r‘aQt. BBHJ IN H BADER, 0372570, MO,(1 = 4 Pob 46)
mmm G GARINER, 0421797, }C (5 = 7 Fob 45) = MAJ RAYMOND J.’

mnm. 0851402. MC (8 - 28 Fob 45)

28th §0 By ~ LT OOL WILLTAM J GALLAGHER, 0384592, FA

S, PRA-PA P. - LT OOL HERBERT W KALE, 0360514, FA (1 - 20 Feb 45)
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AT JOES° P Ol . ELL, 0396657, Fi (21 = 28 Fob 46)
¥ A N Bn (8P) - LT OOL ELUER I KENNEWEG, 0265282, CAC
Mh QM Truck Co - CAPT CHARLES H DUDLBY, 01561668, Qud
X QM Trwk 0o = CAPT JOSEPH L ZIOLKORNKI, 01573993, QUC
Dot 4" Hq'& Hq Srd Armd Gp = MuJ RAY 8 TREADWELL, 0389764, INF
v 4808t §1c Dot, Hq Ettopean T of Opns, U § Lrmy = CAPT THOMAS A RYQN
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SECRET

(Report After Action Against the.Enemy - Feltruary 1945, Hq Sth Armd Div)

-

S« NARRATIVE:

On 1 February 1945, the Divislon, less CCA, wag relieved from attachment
to XVI Corps and attacked to XIII Corps in place. The Divisian was not to be
moved without prior authority of Heudquarters Ninth Amy.

CCA was reliev' * fro: attachmert to the XIX Corps after its successful
missions, carried o . aga.nst the to.  of EICHERSCHEID and vicinity, had been
oompletqed during the last two () day. of Januarys 'Te Combat Command moved
from an assembly wroa in the vicinity of RAEREN, to the Division ares and
closed in the vicinity of NEUDJHF at 0430, 1 February.

The Division remained in place through 2 and 3 Fehruary. utilizing its
“ime by re-equipping its personnel and maintaining its vehicles.

At 1830, 3 Felruary, Ninth Army lifted restrioctions on movement of the .
Division and at 1950 orders were received for the Division to prepare for
movement to am area Jouti of HOENSBROEK, HOLLAND, during the hours of darke
ness, 4 - 6 Felruary. Movement was postponed 24 hours dus to road priorities
and at 1800, 5 February, the movement was cammorcede Prior to the start of
the move an advanoe party Had openad a Division Forwurd CP at HOENSBROEK and
the Division Forward and Rear Echelos movod to this location, closing at
2200. :

CCB followed Divnqipn Headquarters and closed in its new arca at 0130,
6 beruary.

From 6 through 9 Fbtruary. the remainder of tho Division moved to the
new Division locality with CCA, CCR; the 22d /rmored Enginoer Battalion and
Division h'ainp moving during the hou-n of da.rlmau 6 -7

Headqmrtors and Hdadqvarters Company, Srd Armored Groq; was assigned t.
Ninth /rmy, 6 February,; and was immodiately attashed to the Division to
continue its role as a Headquarters Company for CCR, with a small growp of
officers and enlisted men forming the Armored Section of XIIT e,

. On 7 Pebrvary, .icld Ordor #6, ° ;adquarters XIII Corps, was raoceived by
Divisjon, ~This ordor attached CCB to the 102d Infantry Division for an
oporation SOhOd‘u‘-»d for 10 February. The remainder of the Division was placod
in Corps rosorvo, to romain fr its present location in the vicinity of -
HOENSBROEK, HOLL/NDe -Plans weso that the Divisior should be proparod for
Olnplo;nent on Corps ordor 1n the right of the Corps zono to oithor:’

" ‘as Lssist in'the capturo of tho Gorman town of BRKBLENZ.

be ' 70 pass through tho .102d and 84th Infantry Divisions upon com-
plotion of the. £irst phase of the Infantry attack on the -area generally 3 to
4 miles in taptn E,m of the Rogr Rivor. Tho Division's misgion wa.a t}aen to
bo ono of*" &p!oﬁ:atlou to e ﬁﬁo m.ior in the ' forps somo, < - S

It wak tu-ﬁuor directed that rodopnaissarco bo oondwted in tho simo of -
the 1024 Infentry 2ivu1.on with tho possibility of mployment of the czw;_'.,
Tank Destfoyor Battalion in thq.t sone pricr to e.ctua.l camittmqnt of the
mtire Divisime | ,
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(Rapm Aftor potion Agninst the Enopy ~ - Fobruary 1946, Hq 5th Armd Div)

‘fmﬁ 4red 1910 Liil10ry Battaliod (100mn How) was atbashed to
the mvﬁc M pl6sed ‘{n" the Division Artillory aroe at 1600, 7' Polruary.

9 'y rqqg_itod tfal XIII Corps for tho movoment of the m,vis:).on
tillegy io"'-  Infentery Divisién smo, to bo attached to the 1024 for
operatifns dniy. Bivision urtillery Headquartors, tho 47th and the 95th
Amssred Pield mmorf Battalions moved during tho night .7 « 8 Pebruary; tho
Tist Armerod Pield jrtillery Battalion and the €965th immored Pield Artillery
Battalion moved tho following night. The entirc movement of the Division

Artmory’-u comploted by oeoo, 9 Pebruarye

CCB cmplated its propa.utions for the proposcd mission with the 102d
Infanﬂ'y Division on © Fobruary! Tho remaindor of the Divieien (loss Division
irtillory) oantinuwd plans md training for futwro operations. .

. During tho poriod 10 through ‘17 Fobriary, tho Diviaion (loss CCB and
Division irtillory) continwd in Corps Resorvee Traiding and maintenance woro
carofully plannod and exeouteds CCB and Division /rtilléry oomtinued in
operational atbaohmer* to the 102d Infantry Divisione CCB carried out train-
ing and tost firing now weapons. Division Artillery supported the Infantry
Division with its arvillery firo. Dur'ug the poriod the Division also carried
out a program of rord repair and maintenancae, which work was highly praised by
the Corps Camandor. \

The XIII Corps inauguratod a seowity plan in the Gorps sector and the
Tivision was ordored to set wp five (5) road blocks as its part of tho plane
..»dordingly, CC4 sot wp one (1) of the road blooks and CCR and the 85th

Covalry Roconnaissance Squadron Mochanized ostablished two (2) eache

During the period 18 through 23 February, tho Division less CCB and
Bivision Artillery, continued in Corps Reservo and maintained ‘its soowrity
road blocks in tho Division zone. The Division Engineor supervised tho ro-
pair and maintenance of roads throughout thc zonce

CCB and Divisioh ,rtillery remained attached to the 1024 Infantry
Dividon for oporational controles CCB, Was locotod in tho aree WELTEN -
KUNRADE - UBACHSBERGe. Division Artillery. dolivorod supporting fire undor
control of tho 102d Infontry Divisions! Artillorye

At 1300, 24 Fobruary, CCB movod to tho vicinity of BAESWEILER, and at
1630 the Combat Command was relieved from attachmont to the 102d Infantry
Division, rovorting tc control of thc Divisione A4t 2245 the somo day, ordors
from XIII Corps worc reocived, dirccting the movoment of CCB across tho Roer
Rivor in tho zono of tho 1024 Infantry Divisione This was to tako place upom
complotion of tho Infantry Division's attack on Corps objective number fouwr
(4)e CCB was to roliove an Infantry Rogimont on tho right flank of tho 1024
and also assist in tho oventual assault on ERKELLNZe

The romaindor ¢  thc Division, 7 ss Division .rtillery, propared for its

committmont on Corps ordor.
‘ : 44 -
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(Report Aftor Action Against the Enemy - Fotruary 1646, Hq 5th Armd Div)

On 25 February, the Division Artillery Cammand was placod undor Corps
Artillery ocatrole. , ;

“.
‘-~

To Division CP moved from HOENSBROEK HOLLIND to UBACH, GERMANY at 0930,

26 Fobruarys

CCB bogan to mov its wnits across the Roor Rivor--at 0600, 25 Fobruary.
Task Force "D", consisting of "A" Company, 8lst Tank Battalion, "A" Company,
15th Armorod Infantry Battalion, onc (1) platoom of "A" Compeny, 628th Tank
Dostroyer Bottalion and one (1) piatoon of "." Troop, 85th Cavalry Reconnais«
sande Squadron Mochanized orosscd at 0600 and at 0800 it had relievod olamontc
of the 406th RCT or tho right f£1ank of tho 1024 Infantry Divisioni Tho re-.
" mainder of COB movo.’ ~orcss thc rivoer, starting at 1830 end had closod just
Jouth of HOTTORF by 200, 26 Februar:: .

The 22d Armorcd Engineer Battalion (loss 4y B & C Companies) movod to
UBACH and olosod at 1400, 25 Fobruary. CCR movod to the vioinity of PALENHERG,
olosing at 1700 Tho 85th Cavalry .ioconnaissanco Squadron Mechenizod (loss
B Troop) clofod in tho PALENBERG arce ot 1930

Ef footivo 26 Fobruary, the following units woro attached to the Division
bty XIII. Corps Ordors : ' .

"g" 'Squadrfon, 1st Lothiens and Border Yoomanry (this British Unit oon-
sists of ‘15 flail tenks and 185 men), attached as of 1546. -
. The 989th Troadway Bridge Company (loss 1 Platoon) attachod at 1800
Tho 557th Field Artillery Battalion (155mm SP Guns) to bo attached upon
the Division's closing across the Roer Rivore .

At 1200, 26 Fobruary, CCB attacked from its position South of HOTTORF,
to the North on the Corps right boundary, with tho mission of cutting the
roads to tho Bast and North of ERKELENZ. Tho nttack progressed woll against
moderato onemy resistance. Te towns of WLCKERLTH - MENEKRATH - KAULHAUSEN
and TERHEBG, Woro soigod by 1700 and positions “woro consolidated for the
night. -This oporation was made extromely difficult by roason of tho muddy
torrain. Halfetracke . vehicles boggod down and the movcment of tanks over
cross country routcs was slow and tcdious. Dwring tho oporation 2 onemy AT
guns woro dostroyod, and a mumber of Mark IV tarks were ongagoed, but definito
rosults wore not determined at th:c ond of tho poriode Enomy mortars firod
on Division troops from tho town of HOLZWEILER, but thesa were quickly
giloncod by assault guns of Trocp "B', 85th Cavalry Reconnaissanco Squadrone

The Division C. .aandor ordorod ~l4 to movo from HEILERHEIDE to an aroa

just South of HOTTOAF. Tnis movo Wos accomplighed at 0900, 26 Fobruary,

Tho Division CP moved frci; UBLCH ot 2360, 26 Fobruary, crossod the Roor
niver at LINNICH at 0030 ead wunt iuto bivouac in tho vicinity of LOVENICH,
“ZRMANY, closing at 0245, 27 Fchruary. i

On 27 February, Troop "A", 85th- Cnvb.lry Roconnaissance Squadron
" cohani 88 crossed tho Roor and joined CC.. in its aroa South of HOTTORFe

4
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(Report iftor iotion Against tho Enomy ~ Fobrwary 1945, Hq 5th irmd Div) .

CCR bogon its orcssing of the river (at LINNICH) at 0330 and its last
olements closod in an aroa South of HOTTORF at 0730, 27 February,

The 85th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron Mothanized (-) followed CCR
across tho rivor and closed in the CCR arca at 0900.

The 224 .rmarad .ginoor Battalion made its crossing at 1200, 27 Febrwary
and wont into bivouc: jus* North of I TTORF.

CCB launchod cn attack at 0700, 27 Fobruary far the purpose of socirzing
Corps objeotive number 6, the crea around the town of GLADBACH - REFINDAHLEN.
‘ask Foroe jndorson roachod the South odgo of town and also the town of
GUNHOVEN by 1020, 27 February, although advancc elcments of the force had.
wrived at that point by 0900. Enemy resistance was moderate and consisted,
- <r the most part, of AT and small arms firoe Tho torrain in this soctor was
in very poor condition and vohicles bogged down badly. Aftor replenishing
its suwply of amuwmition the Combat Command attempted continuation of tho
advance, but tho condition of the torrain provod an impossible obstacle, and
tanks, as woll as half«tracks and whooled vehicles, could be moved only with
groat difficultye At 1625, CCB was ordorod to abandon its attempts to move
forward and to allow the 102d Infantry Division to r13s through aend continw
the attacke Task Force Dickinson (ccBy, moving North towards ERKELENZ, was
delayed by an anti-tank ditch at 0870 and as & rosult was wunable to got on
his objective until 1400, This force also exporiencod the difficulties of
n2ddy torrain and many of its vehicles bogged down. It may be pointed out
ihat in somo places tho terrain was passablo, but in the mejority of casos
sho mud seamod bottanloss and the difficulty of trying to .discorn betwoon
0 passable and the impassable Was o continuous hinderance to the Combat
,anmande

Aftor the campletion of the 102d Infantry Divisiot®s movement through
CCB, the Combat Caimend regrouwped its wunits to tho Southeast of GLADBACH=
RHBIND/HLENe

The Division Tr-ins moved from HOENSBRORK, HOLLAND to the ‘vicinity of
UBACH, GERMANY with - .o Roar Echelor, Division Hoadquarters, moving to
mem. GEMNY. 4 : . .

On 28 Fobruar;, the Division romuinod in place and continwed in a Carps
Roservo statuss CCA and CCB wore givon the respomnsibility for protection of
tho Corps right boundary; CCA having the soctor from VENRA™, North to
HICKR.ATH, and OCB with the sector from WICKR.TH, North to a point on the
railroad at the Southern edge of FHEYDT. : ’ ’

Division ‘Artillery continuwed to furnish supporting fire to the 1024
infantry Divisione

Oral orders, ldtor confirmed by Lettor of Instructions #9, wore roe
neived from XIII Corps, recommitting tho Livisi.n to actione The Division
. -a8 to continue tho attaock in the zone of tho 1024 Lufaentry Division,

sacure bridges East of VIERSEN, out lines of camwniocations South of
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EREVELD, and be prepared to continue the advance to the Rhime River to seize
the bridge eoross the river in the vieinity'of UERDINGEN. (e latter to be
on explioit instruotions from Corps.)

The orders issued by the Division Commander were as follows;

CCB was to relieve elements of the 1024 Infantry Division in the
area West of RHEYDT aftor CCA had ocleared MUNCHEN = GLADBACH -~ RHEINDAHLEN,
roade v S
. .CCB, operating from its present position, was to relieve the garrison
ir. WIOKRATH, proceod to the area thon held by the 407th RCT (102d Infantry
cirision), North and Last of WICKRATH and to rolieve that Combat Toam. Also,
J0B was to secwro the right flank of Corps in tho MUNCHEN - GLADBACH arcae
"CCA was to move North, by-rassing to the West of the 102d Infantry
Division and continus its advanoe in the Corps zone through HARDT, on
sendition that the Infantry Division had secured the town and propared exits.,

CCA advancod t- “ARDT by lcte afternoon and found tho first and socond
battalions, 406th R. ., (1.2d Infantr; NDivision) engagod in a fire fight
against strong rosistance which was supportod mainly by AT and SP guns in
the Northern portiin of the tovn. CC.. “/as unable to bring artillery support
forward for the attack on VIER:EN befo:: dark and thorefore tho Cambat Cammand
assomblod just short of HARDT und Sent patrols to tho East and Northoast of
the town to determine onemy defonsive positions, in proparation for an attack

£ first light on 1 March 1945.

6. COMHEN!B:

Seotion T - Personnel Mattors

ae In gonoral the comments for preceding months remain applicable.
Morale and discipline vwhich had beon exccllont bocamc even higher as tho
Division again wont into action toward the ond of thc monthe

be Tho flow of onlisted reinforcomonts was sufficient to maintain
the Division at strength plus part of an authorizod overstrength. Of these,
47% woru returns to duty - the total received being 564« “For the most part
. these woro rocoeived daily and in small numbors, thus facilitating handling,
ssignmunt and absorption. Officor reinforcemonts were not so satisfactorys
0f thirty-four rocoived, only 18% woro roturns to duty; and the total roeceived
plus 13 battlofiold appointmonts mado during tho month, was insufficiont to
f£ill sﬁo;Eo.gos.

0e Tho following awards or docorations woro made during tho month

of Fobruarys

Brongo Star - - 63
Ock Loaf Clustor to Bronze Star 10
Sccond Onk Loaf Clustor to Brongs Star 2
Silvor =*ar 13

cn‘-‘l-'.‘;' B R PUPYSTIEIN F O S SN Y - et . e
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(Report After Action Agairst t.e Enemy - February 1945, Hq 5th Armd Div)
Secticn II - Intelligence Matters

The enemy cammitted what forces he could gather, piedemeal, in order
to man his battered defenges., Some VOLKSTURM (people’s infantry) was ene
countered by wse. As our forces advanced, the énemy showed signs of increaf~
ing disorganigation. On occasions entire organizations were captured complete
with thoir officers. Several guns and artillery pioccos were oaptwed whon
the enemy found that no fuel was availablo for his prime movers.

A dofinite change in attitude.of tho Gorman PW was noted. Many
s, some of thom officers, stated that they now bolieve that Germany had
- st tho wars : ‘

Aroas immediatoly am the Roor wore fownd ovacuated, but arcas
-=cthor East woro found, on an average, 50% populatode In bombed out ocities,’
“uch as MUNCHEN - GLADBACH, the c:vjlians had ovacuatod tho center of tho
city, but tho outskiris were thickly populated

Enemy lossos for the month of Fobruary wore as followss

Porsonnel
PWs for Tobruary -~ 253
Estimct | eremy killed - 175

Matoriol:
Lizh¥ Tank, (US) KO'd (Was usod by enemy)
MK V Tanks .
Trucks
Trailers (Misc)
88mm AT-AA~Gun
SP gums (75mm, mowntod on MK III chassie)
$ « 150mm Hows
3 « 105mm guns
12 = AA=AT guns (Cal. unlknown)

B NN
L N BN B I A |

Soction III - Oporations _

aé Experienco has shown that somc men havc bettor night vision than

» {\ others. During a poriod of inactivity in Fobruary, the 86th Cavalry Recon=

nraissanco Squadron Mochanized conducted samoc tosts in an attempt to rato all
tho men of tho squadron on night vision. Equipment was improvisod but was
satisfactory onough to pormit the comparisone This rating now makes it
possiblo to piok mon for-important night patrol with same rogard to thoir

nocturnal visual abilitios.
be It is belioved that a sciontific tost should bo dovisold and

adninistorod to all r .rsonnel during the training poriod with tho result-
~at reting pormenontly roocordod on form 20 and 66+ls The offioienoy of
night opesrations might thereby be increasads ' o

"@‘ ‘@ WNO oporations in which this Divisiom took part during the
_attor pert O this month serve to snow again that armored wmits cannot be
of fioiontly used in muddy grownd. ihen thoy arc so <amployed, thoy 1ojuo

SRS Y eTae
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)

their groatost assot - mobility. Whon tho terrain is suf ficiently solid to
pormit rapid movomc ., o0s_ecially or ‘8s-~country, armored wmits aro
ospocially offootive in meneuvoring i:ound citios and large towns to out
off cammnications and thoreby permit infantry wmits to moro easily take
the objootivoe ‘

. Section IV - Suply and Maintenance Matters
No commonts,
For the Cammanding Genoral:
g L
Ly e e X
EDWARD G. FARRAND,

Colonel, G. Se Co,
Chief of Staff.

5 Incl, A P

- Inol 1 = Ged Journal
Incl 2 = G«2 Journal -
Incl 3 = G=3 Jowrnal
Incl 4 = G=3 iir Journal
Inol 5 - Ge4 Journal
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HRADQUARTERS 5TH ARMORED DIVISION + R B O RET
APO No 255 sAuths OG Sth Armd Divs
Ue 8¢ Ay sInits $

sDates ~17 Apr 45 :

3191 GNNJG . -RESTRZGTEB _ 17 spril 1945,

REPORT AFTER ACTION AGAINST ENEMY = March 1945.

l¢ CAMPAIGN:s Battle of Germany.
2. 10BSES IN ACTIONS

ae Persomnel: .
. . Offécors B Total O & EM
Killed in Action - pr:} — 20
Seriously Wounded in Aotion 3 24 27
Lightly Womded in Aotion 7 9 101
S8eriousl:;- Tnjured in sotion O 0 0
0
0

Lightly I:iurel in Action 7 ’ 7

Missing in Apotion 2 2
P Lal hv) pri g 7
be Vehioulars

Type Destroyed or Abandoned Evaouated

Car, Armored, Light, ME. 2
Carriage, Motor, 75mm How, M8e 1 N
Carrier, Pers, B/T, M3, w/w, s S
Carrier, Pers, H/T, M3, Wo/w, 2 :
Tank, Mod M4, w/75mm Gun . 3 ; 4 /
Tank, Med 4.3, w/75mm Gun. 1 2
Tank, Med, M4 Al, w/76m Gun, 1 \
Tank, Med M4, w/105mm How. 1
Truck, §-ton, 4x4 1 7
Truok, 2&=ton, 6x6;, w/w 2
Trailer, l-ton, 2-wheel, Cargo 1
Truck, 10~ton, hvy, Wrecker, Mle 1
Total ™ 7
Sa‘ AMUNITION EXPENDITURES AND LOSSES:s
Type nxpunded loss due to Enemy Action
Carbinc, Cale 30 75.6557 z
Cele 30 442,035 57,190
Calests 74,800 _
Cal ¢, 50 24 , 600 . 2,250
3 Tmm 1,473 . - 160
5Tmm 8l
60mm 340 . J
8 lmm 32 .
75mn Gun 312 . - 576 .
75nm ' .1 ;o8 48
76mm Gun . Gyt 13
-1~ . (over)
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105mm How : 21,010
166mm Gwn s4
90mm Gun 4,658
c&loo&) M 68.085
Grenades, Hand 708 112
Grenades, Rifle 100
Rockets, HeBe 0 0
Total Tornnage 804 10.4
NOTE: 5. Total tonne o exponded for Training purposes only,
4 Wml ]

5th Armorod .vision = MAJ GEN LUNSFORD E OLIVER, 03536, USA
CC "A" Sth .r. 4 Div - BRIG@ v EUGENE A REGNIER, 08295, USA
Hq & Hq Co, CC "A", 5th Aymc Div = CAPT KAiRL W ROTH, 01010340, INF
06 "B" 5tu .rnd Div - COL JOUN T COLE, 05256, CAV
Hq & Hq Co, CC "B', 5th Armd Div = CAPT JOE W PERRY, 01012397, INP
Div Arty Sth Armd Div » COL DOUGLAS J PAGE, 04495, FA
Hq & Hq Btry, Div m:y, 'CAPT NORUAN W CUBICK, OL6678T, FA - g
Reserve Cammand, 5th Armd Div - COL GLBEN H ANCENSON, 08632, INP
_Hq Co, 5th Armd Div - CAPT LARRY H GREENWOOD, 01283065, INP
Hq 5th Armd Div ™ = LT COL KARL L SCHERER, 018784, CAV
Hq Co, 5th Armd Div T = CAPT JAMES R BAGWELL. 01011081, OAV
MP Platoan, 5th Armd Div - 1I4J ALEXANDER T NELSEN, 335298, CAV
145th prmd Sig Co - CAPT GLENN A WELDE, 0453447, SC
85th Cav Ron 8q Moos ~ LT COL GEORGE C BEENJ .'IN, 023422, CAV
10th Tank Bn - LT OOL WILLIAM A HAMBERG, 0.92156, INP
. 34th Tank Bn -~ LT COL RICHATD H JONES, 0238409, CAV
8lst Tenk Bn - LT COL LE ROY H ANDERSON, 23462, INF
15th Armd Inf Bn = LT COL GLENN G DICKENSON, 0197385, CAV
46th frmd Inf Bn ~ LT COL 7ILLIAM H BURTON, J366028, INF
47th Armd Inf Bn - LT COL HOWARD E BOYER, 0218680, INF
47th Armd FA Bn - LT COL JOHN B ROSBENZWEIG, 0246291, FA
7lst Armd FA Bn =~ LT COL ISRABL B WASHBURN, 0235367, FA
95th Armd Fi S - LT COL JANES W MC NTuR, 0223703, FA
22d grmd Engr Bn - LT OOL FiED B RESSEGIEU, 0205676, GB
127th Ord Maiht Bn - LT COL ROLAND S BIIRSACH, 0318269, ORD |
75th Med Bn Armd - MAJ RLY .ND J ,JINKLER, 0357402, MC |

628th TD Bn =~ LT OOL WILLIAL J GALLAGHER, 0384592, FA

387th ALA AT Bn (SP) = LT ()L ELMER I » 0266282, CAC C

3907th Q' 7r ck Co = CAPT CHARLES H DUDLEY, 01581668, QU ,

3912th QM Truck Co = CAPT ( .SE..I 1. ZIOLKOWSKI, 01573993, QMO

Dot "." T"q ~ Hq 3rd Armd Gp - MAJ RAY 8 TREADWELL, 0389764, INF

506th CIC Dut, Hq Europoan T of Opne. U S Army - CAPT THOMAS A RYAN
., 01017183, INF
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(Report After Aotion Against Enamy - March 1945, Hq 5th Armd Div)
5. NARRATIVE:

At 0130, 1 Murch 1945, CCR moved to an assanbly aroa in rear of CCa in
tho vioinity of HARDTe CCB relioved tho 407 RCT of tho rosponsibility of
maintaining road blocks in the vicinity of WICKRATHe Task foroes from the
15th Armored Infantry Battslion and the 81st Tank Battalion were given this
mission to relieve the 407 RCT and tho relief, which started at 0230, was
well under way by 0600, At 0900, CCB sent a reoonnaissance patrol into the
tom of RHEYDTe This patrol reported that the town was olear of enemy troops,
At 1430 the task foroe from the 15th Armorod Infantry Battalion had completed
& move to rolieve the 407 RCT on a road block astrids the highway at tho rail-
road orossing on thoc southeastern edge of RHEYDT. - Contact was mado with
. olanents of tho 29th Infantry Division on their righte All relief of tho 407

RCT installations was completed at 2225.

CCA sent Task Foreo Burton (Companios B and C, 46th Amored Infantry
Battalion and Companics B and G, 34th Tank Battalior, married) in an attaock
to the northoast from the vicinity of HARDT at 0630. Resistance for tho most
part was scattersd with anti-tank guns, SP guns, and a smattering of infantry
oamposing the enemy forcesw Torrain and roads woro tho prinoipal factors in
holding the oommand to a slow advanco. Froquoent changos of dircotion had to
bo made to loocate passable road nets. At 1635 advanoo elements of the combat
oommand had soigod o bridge-site on the NIERS Canal located on tho main road
from VIERSEN to ANRATHe The bridgc ovor the oan:1 had beenm partially destroyod
but angineers utiliging that part of the bridgo': structure whioch was still
intaot, began building o treadway briige at 1640e it 1830, the ocanal had been
bridged and CCA continued its advanco on ANRiTHe Thu town's outor ring of
deéfonse Was ‘smashed by 2240 and troops of CCA were in the town mopping wp a
sigable foroo of anorr infrntry. Hony. deliborato road obstacles wore found
on tho roads approacl i'i: ti.o town and i) tho stroots of the town. Thoso made
the movement of tanks ~u:d other vehioclis most diffieult, and it was nooossary
to employ tho usc of olearing parties to allow tho passage of the colum.
ANRATH Was complotoly olearod at 0600, 2 Maroh end GCA roorgenized in prepar-
ation for sontinuation of the atitack at dawm on 2 lMarch, '

Both OCA ard OCB had made contact during the day with olamonts of several
onémy divisiofis; but it was noted that the bulk of priscners taken by tho 2
canbat caamands were from scatterod separate regimonts, battalions and
Oompﬂliel. , - : . ,

Bnemy &ir aotivity was much inoroased over the Division's area and sevoral
dog fights wero reported: (me.of the Division 4rtillory L-4) liaison planes,
was shot down by.tho onomy planes. Incompleto figuros on ‘enemy materiol
destroyed or ceptured, were as follows: Two (2) Mark V Tanks, two (2) truoks,
four (4) enmo-migcolleneouws trailers, one (1) 88mm AT gwme .

The Diviaﬁa’v'.@ moved North of HARDT during $ho day on ) Mh, closing
in bivouaq at 1817 COR repained in place in tho vicinity of RAH.
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(Report After iotion Against Enomy - Maroh.1945; Hq 5th Arad Div)

GCA renawod its forward thrust at 0860, 2 March and at the end of the two
(2) hours, a gein of 1 kilameter had been made agalnst steadily incressing enemy
resistances Enemy 0008 '\woro now stoadily withdrawing ssross.the Hhime River
. and strong. roareguard us ware booaming more and more f e A
result, though gooc progress was made by Division forees, it was not up to the
swift scale of precoding dayse At 1240, after a slow byt steady advanoce,
elemen®s of 0L wero within six hyndred.(600) yards of the town of . FTSHRLE,
at & point just south of the approaches to the town., The oombat command Wes
then given ordors to halt its advance and assemble off the roada, This Was
for the prupose of allowing the 1024 Infantry Division to advence om tho tomn
of KREFELDs When the advanoe of CCA Was stopped, its eloments had already -
roachod and gano past tho XIII'Corps boundary into #he XIX Corps sono, Contast
had been made at this point with the 2d Armored Divisiai of the XIX Gorps whiolh
was moving North in the path of the CCA advance, - 0 B

COA dmmediately assanbled its foroos with Task Force Burton assembling:
around the point hold just South of FISCHELN and'the remainder of the combat
oommend assambling at HEIDBs The OP of the oambat cammand was located at .
SCHRICKEWEND. ‘ . o

, Task Forco Burton Was held in placo wntil 1736y At this time the force
was orderod to move into the town of FISCHEILN in order to establish the foroe
Wost of the NortheSouth grid line twenty (20), whioh was then. the XIII Corps
right boundarye Upon ontering the town the task foroe encounterod stiff row
sistanco from a small cnemy holding force and ono (1) of the attaoking tanks
was lost to antietank fire. Moderate enemy artillory and mortar fire was
Placed on the Burton column, but with littlo or no rosults. Artillery of GGA .
fired on six (6) ohomy tanks as thoy wvithdrow towards KREFELD. Theso tenks -
wore not engaged by tho cambat command's infantrys 4s usual every available
AT gun was mannod by tho enemy as ho attaempted to protest his withdrawale

- Somo vehioular, bicyclc and foot trocps woro engoged while Task Force Burtom’

was mopping W in thc sowne. Oontact was made betwoon Task Foroe Burton and

the 379 Infantry Rogim.rt (95th Divie onj shortly after the mopping wp had.

been somplotode Elcmonts of the 379th took over the town and Task Foroe Burtan

assembled in the Nerthwest corner of tho towne It might be woll at this time.

to note the order of battle of CCAe Task Foroo Burton consisted of the
following units: - -

Company "B" and "C", 46th Armorod Infantry Battalion and companies
*Blrend "C* 34th Tank Battalion (married). .

1 Platoon, "A" Compeny, 628th Tank Destroyor Battalion. _
Headquartors and Headquarters Company, 46th Armored Infantry Battalione
2 Platoons, .. Company, 22d Armored Engineer Battalion

The assault gun platoon, 34th Tenk Battalion.

Task Foroe Jones donsisted of tho followings

Compeny ".", 34th Tank Battalion and Company "A", 46th Armored Infantry
Battalion (married). :
-4 =« _a v
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(Report Aftor Aotion Against Enomy - March 1945, Hq 5th Armd Div)

l Pia.toon. Company "A", 638t: Tunk Destroysr Battalion .
Headquarters nnd Headquarters Company, 34th Tank Battalioni -

O0A-held the following wits in its reserve;

’ -vnnul;ua.rte.ra and Headquarters Company, GGAe
Company "A", 628th Tank Destroyer Battaliom (-)

CCB was relieved of its containing mission ':ln the viocinity of n:cmm -

ZEYDT and the combat command assembled its wits in tho vioinity of Insti-

Tk . W
) ,.‘ . / ) . .“-‘ Py L
: RN i |

tution and HEHN with the oombat command OP setting up at GLADBANH - REINDAHLEN.

'The wits of Division Artillery had been displacod well forward and were

used in general support of the CCA operatione
The Division CP remained in place north of HiRDT. The 85th Cavalry

Moconnaissance Squadron was moved to the violnity of VORST and Division Trains

into the town of BUCHOLZ+ CCR remained in place.

Enemy nir aotivity was encountercd during the early hours of 2 March and

the CCB area Was hit by several bombs, but only slight damage and o few <
casual ties resulted. . :

On 3 Merch, 0Ci Was ordered to bo propared to aid the.l0Rd Infentry Div- -

ielon in the latter's attaok on KREFELD provided that the Infantry Division
needed such aid, - ’

At 0230, Lottor of Instrustions Jo. 38, Hecdquarbers XIII Corps, datod

030100, was receivcd b Lirison Officer from XIII Corpss This directivo gave

the Division a zone of wotion in the .oruiorn sector of the Corps zone in which

foroes of the Divisior. would mop up, oloar roads and cut the roads alang the

Fhine River in the vicirity of ORSOY.. The Division Canmander issued oral orders

to CER to movo north through HARDT - DULKEN, oross the cnnal at OEDT, and

advance as rapidly as possible to the east to acoomplish the mission as. oute

lined by the Letter of Instructions.

A%t 1420, Letter of Instructions No. 39, datod 031215, Hoadquarters XIII

Jorps, arrived at Division. These instruotions Shanged the bowundary and slighte

ly altered the plens and instrustions which proviously wero issued, The

Commanding Genoral immediately left tho Division CR to visit the oammands and
issue revised instruotions. The substance of tho Camonding General's qrdors

>

wore as follows: CC. was ordored to move to an assanbly aro o narthonst of KEMPEN;

CCB to assemblo to the southwost of the same town; Division Artillery to
support CCR in fulfillmont of its missione. : :

{COR startod to movo towards its objootive at 12.5. - The routo of advenso
Was as followss HARDT - DULKEN - SUGHTLEN = OEDT = KEMPEN - HULSe The advanco

#.8 rapid and no onomy resistance was oncountercd until tho combat command

roached a point just north of HULS at opproximatoly 1515. Prior to this meating

. - 8- Lo
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(Report After Action sgainst Enemy - March 1945, Hq 5th Armmd Div)

with the enemy, however, CCR was 8lowed considerably by a rather oconfusing
situation to the front and on its left flanke dpparontly elements of tho 8th
Armored Division had confused their boundary and as a rosult hed run into the
CCR sone of approach in the area KEMPEN - ST HUBERTe This situation Was rectie
fiod quickly and CCR pressed its attacke 48 previously stated, some enemy
resistancs was oncountored north of HULS, This was mainly a few seattered
pockets of infantry, however, and these were quickly liquidated by CCR.

At 1855, leading eloments of CCR ran into tho day's first hoavy resist-
ance. At a road junction 800 yards west of MORIS, anti-tank, mortar ond
artillery firo booamo quite intense. The combat cormand halted and regroupod,
end at the samo timo roconnaissance was mado on tho approaches to tho objoctive,
Positions woro esteblished for the night and reconnaissance continued to search
out possiblo routos of movement. Division orderod CCR to turn north to REPELEN
but to stay within tho Division gzono. (This was necossary so as to keop clear
of the 84th Infantry Division opercting to tho right of CCR)s A report from
CCR, stated that housor and basements were full of onamy troops and mopping up
during the lato ovining Was an oxtromoly slow Prooosse Jome artillery and
mortar fire continucd to fall in tho areas It war galso reported that rocone
naissance had locatcd strongly hol< 1ositions to tho front of the combat command
and that the attack would continuo «{ dawn, .

Again during the 1 4o svoning of 3 March, impassablo roads wors the chiof
obstaclo encountor.d *7 C°Re Howover, in this dey's oporation it was demolition
end oraters in tho rc¢: i which ¢auso t'..ir poor condition., It was thus advige
able for the combat coumand to stop for tho several hours to daylight and pro=

pare for a moro rapic end loss risky alvanco by roocannoitering the roads and
8weoping or oloaring thoso which wore indisponsablo to tho attack,

Enemy loses in matoricl woro a3 follows

One (1) AT gwn { 75mm ) Ono (1) smno dump (captured
One (1) AT gwn (3%7mm SP) intact)
One (1) SP gun (Cal unknown ) Ono (1) Bazooks dump (capturod
Two (2) Pers carriors (full track) - intact)
Eight (8) trucks (with ammo) 0no (1) Battery search lights,

Four (4) motorcycles

CCA and CCB bogan thoir movemant to tho a88ambly aroas designatod by the
Division Commandor latec in the day, 3 Marche Those movas Were completed on 4
March and tho combat commands were ordered to garricon the larger towns in tho
vicinity and to screen the civilian populatione :

During tho early morning of 4 March, as GCR wo4 proparing for a daylight
“ttack on REPELEN, ite reconnafssanco ol aments probod the enemy's positions
tnd confirmation was made on captured maps ond pho'tos vhich showed a strong
OPL running gonorally north and west of MOERS anc probably beyond, During
the remaining hours or darkness, advnnce olaments of QGR received small arms
fire and artillory foll intermittuntly to tho north of thoir positions.
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(Report After Action Against Enemy - Maroh 1845, Hq 5th Armmd Div)

At dawn CCR resumnd its attack, with its elements advancing north toward
REPELENs The enemy c iployod emall ams and bagooka fire in an effort to blook
the attacke Howaver, by 1200, enemy artillery fire which at the start of the
attack had been gpc-cdie, beoceme inoroasingly heavy as COR forces movod to
within 2 kilamoters of REPELEN. Shortly after 1230, the head of CCR's column
had enterod REPELEN. The reconnaissance troop of CCR was immediatoly sant
out to soreen tho loft flank of the combat camend during the fighting for
REPELEN. Houso=to<house fighting developed in the tom shortly after ‘tho
initial entry by CCR.. To sum up the situation at this time wasg substantially
as followss One married company ("A", 10th Tenk Battalion and "A", 47th
Amored Infantry Battalion) of TFH was in tho town of REPELEN and had grourd
its way through to the northern part of tho town; tho .marrieq "g" companiés
(10th Tenk Battalion and 47th Amorod Infentry Battalion) were by-passing the
town to- thé south and east and aiming for a vital onomy e30ape route northoast
. of tho towne Task Foroe Boyer, with tho merriod "B ‘companies, Hq & Hq Co
(47th Armorod Infentry Battalion) and platoon from tho 22d Armorod Engineor
Battalion and 628th Tan- Destroyer Battalion romained in ‘an assambly aree
south of REPELEN, ’ )

At 1725, the married "g" oompanies had out tho main northesouth road
runing botween FHEINEERG and MOERS at a Point southeast of REPELEN, The
married "A" campaniocs had made little Progross os they amashed at cnomy
defemse positions in tho northern purt of towne No air observation was
possiblo duo to bad worther hemoe inability $o loosato Bosoh 88fg., Bitter
resistance oontinuod in that arga with the bulk »f onemy fire ooming from 14
88mm towed AT guns and several 8&mm 3P gwmse At this ‘timo largo numbors of
enemy wore boing slowly squeesed i: t: a narroW pocket between the pllied foroos
advanaing from tho north, west &nd souths The ocuttiag of one of the fow.re-
maining escape routes for theso onany troéops by GCR, rosulted in a oontinual
pressure o the combr’ commend!s bositions as tho enamy attampted to' fleo
towards ORSOY an th¢ .2 inc Mvers Hishly aggrossivo astion on the part of the
combat cammand broke up these attanpt: to osgape the jaws of the trap whioch

Was closing off tho tine oxits to tho Gorman troops in the soctor and c8cape
~ Wes held to a minimums No further progress in forge was made by CCR during
the night 4 - § Maroh, but patrols woro sont out and these discovered a large
egemy foroo in position rlong the railroad north and oast of TEPELEN. This.
force was composed principally of anti-tank gums and infantry; also artillery
and mortar positions were located in the Woods southeast of the town, . Bome
high velooity and 120mm morter fite was reported folling op the COR position
from this area during the nights -~ . ' o .

-__The Division OP movod end the 85th Oavalry Reoomnaissspoe Squadrop moved
to KRMPRN @ 4 Maroh 1945+ '"0* dquadionj 1e% Lothian ahd border Yeomenry
(Britiad), attachod to 00 during its operation wero rolMuwvedy /7

i0d *0% companios

. &t dowmy 6 Mardh, “OR ﬁnﬂe’d’ its attack and sant- the g "0 ou
of Task Force Hamborg to 4 ® north fyom fhofr Peaition on: the INENMET - ) B
rouds his Fored overmhelksd epimy resatmbo in its path 283 peaspd Vi rond
Junotich dt HBINKAMP norifilest.of LPELNN. thus: ‘poning & route of’ afamce Por
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Task Foroe Boyor who had novod trom his aucnbly area south of the town shortly
cfter 0800« .Task Foroe Boyor seized this opportunity and sent his foroes spded~
ing towards ORSOY at 1010. ‘It &8 of interest at this point to bring out the
renarkable mobility of an armored force on en ex)loitation mission of this sorte
Task Forée Boyer in a.running fight against the cnemy smashed its way from
RHEINKAMP to ORSOY, a dictanpe of five (6) to six (6) kilometers in thirty fiwo
minutes. Agressiveness ond speed woro contributing factors in holding Division
caBualtios to a.minimum while the foroo over-ren numerous enemy positionse Tho
married "A" oamponios of C7A's 34th Tank Battalion and 46th Armored Infantry
Battdalion, wore attnci vl to COR on tho afternoon of 4 Marche These companios
followed Task Forooe «y.r a few kilomuturs oast of tho road junction at
MEINKAMP and stoppod thore, setting wp n linc of dofonse east of tho junctiom
faoing northe "A" compnnics of Task Forco Hamborg moppcd up tho northorn odgo
of REPELEN and thon ostablished o line running north of the town to the road
junction at FHEINKAMP, whe-e it linkod up with tho marriod "C" companies who
woro oconsolidating their oosit:.ons on the junctione

- In. tho moontimo, Task Foroco Boyor roportod that his force had takon meny
prisonors and that enemy units wero still boing flushod into his sector as
they attamptod to reach the forry-site at ORSOY on tho river. Tho tesk force
had been attagkod by four (4) SP guns (calibor unknown) from the north as its
advance elamonts ontored the tawn. but thoso woroc destroyed by tank and
artillery firos While fighting®through the town the tanks of Task Forco Boyer
ocaught a largo column of approximatoly fifty (50) to sixty (60) enamy vehiolses
awaiting withdrawal across tho Fhince This column was completely destroyed
by the tank gunse Shortly thoroaftor, a smallor cencmy column ocoming into the
ferry-site from the north, sufferod a similar fatce !fopping up operations
oontinued in ORSOY and the areas in tho vicinity of REPELENe Contaot was mado
«ith tho 8th Armored Division on the XIII « XVI Corps boundary north of REPELEN,

At ORSOY, Task Force Boyer encounterod artillory and direct AT firo from
en enomy pockot in thc vicinity of BUDBERG and 0180 from tho east bank of the
Rhine River across from ORSOYe Firc from artill.ry cnd tanks of Task Force
Boyer was diroctod ngainst targets located near "1 DBERGe Reports indicated
the enany troops in that viecinity wu:: elonints ¢i' tho 116th Panzer Divisione.
At 1710, the onany bogan laying smoi.. across thc road southeast of ORSOY;
opparently to protoct his withdrawale Repoated attompts to reach the ferry
wore frustratod by CCR. . '

By lato ovoning, 7CR reported tb : ituation woll in hand, with only
spasmodic, artillory !iro. from tho oncmy posititnse Task Force Boysr had
-pushed a linc just .xiside of tho northern odgo of ORSOY and it was planncd
that Troop "0", 85th Cqvalry Reconnaissince Squadron and infentry from Task
Force Hamborg would rcinfo:ce tho.troops in this scotor during the nighte

At 1055, 5 Marc#mbivision Trains and Division Hcadquartors Rear Bchelon
closed in KEMPEN, GERMANYe  CC.. ond CCB camplotod occupation of the largoer
towns in their rospoctivq zones cnd bopan screoning civilian populace in
those townse .
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(Report Aftor Aotion Against Enemy - Maroh 1945, Hq sth Armd Div)

- Enemy air aotivity was light during the Division's operations 5 March.
liewever, enamy fighter plan®s had attacked elements of GCR while the combat
commend was pushing its attack, but these were driven off after Divisipn
: nti~-airoraft fire had destroyed one (1) of their number. No 108s was reported
by the combat cammand as a result of this actione

Enemy losses in personnel and materiel during the day's operation, were
reported as follows: persomnel lcssus, approximately 50 killed, 473 prisoners
of war, materiel ocoptured or destroyod, four (4) 88mm SP Guns, nine (9) 20mm
AA Gms, oight (8) 75rn AT Guns, nin: (9) 88mm AL AT Guns (towdd), four (4)
155mm howj tzers (tow ;. tvo (2) 75mm howitzers (towed), one (1) Mark IV tank,
forty eight (48) miscollenoous trucls, fifteon (15) staff cars, sixteen (16)
horses,. eleven (11) bnarges, one (1) tug. one (1) ammo dump, one (1) oil dump,
one (1) warehouse 1.1l of food staplese. one completo battery of guns was
taken by CCR on this dato rnd a fow days lator the Battery Commanding Officer
was oaptured by tho combat command.

On 6 March, CCR wae engaged in mopping wp ©f tho ontiro area contoring
around ORS0Ye Contaot Was mado with thc 335th RCT (Div) on tho right at BAERL
at 0900 CCR was forood to use tho bulk of its forcos to protect the northcrn
flank from enamy forces roported in that aroae Howover, at 1915, it was ro-
ported by CCR that elemants of the 88th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron,; had
entered OR3OY from tho north, thus oliminating the threat of an exposed flanke
Arrangements woro being made at that time to turn ovor the town to the 35th
Infantry Dividions Most of the CCR zone had boon cluared and it was conton'=~

plated that tho balance would be comploted on 7 lMarch.

. CCA had completed approximately 76 per cont scrucning of tho civilian
populace in its aroas OCB Was still deeply emgogod in completing its scroone-
inge This work in KEMPEN, was being done by Division Trains with help from
tho 85¢h Oavalry Reconnaisgsance Squadron, and thc Division CIC detactment.

Enomy lossos roportod for 6 March, wore as follows: Pcrsonnocl, oighty
sevon (87) prisoncrs of war; matericl, fifty (50) carloads of coal, one (1)
SP Gun (88mm)e

On 7 March, CCR continued moppi: g up in the town of ORSOY and tho
surrowiding arcase Tho married "C" companics of tho 10th Tank Battalion and
tho 47th Amored Infantry Battalion, relicved tho married "pB" companioes and
"C" Troop, 85th Caval". Reconnaissancoe Squadron in ORSOY, Close contact was
maintained by tho cor. it command witr writs of the 35th Infantry Division on
the left as tho Infantry Division ,advunced towards ORSOY. At 1800, CCR reported
that elomonts of th. 75th Infantry Division woro rolioving:the combat comnand
units in ORSOYe Thc roliof waes complote at 1940 and tho combat comnand withe-
drow its troops behind the line BORNHEIM - WINTERSTICK, Contact points were
established with tho 75th Infantry Division and thc 84th Infantry Division,
tho latter boing on tho right flank of CCRe Throo enony planes bemted REPELEN
at 1910, but no casualties and little damago rosultod thorefrom,
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(Report After Action igainst Enemy - March 1945, Hq 5th Armd Div)

The remainder of thc Division continued policing, patrolling and screen-
ing of enemy personnel throughout the Division zones The Division Artillery
was placed under control of the XIII Corps for operations onlys

Forty five (45) Ps were taken by the Division on 7 March. .4 great mass

of miscellancous materiel was oaptured or destroyed by the Division oxcluding
aat materiol proviously reportod, tho following lis’ is indicative of tho

spced and olamont of surpriso which marked the Division's push to tho Rhinos

merous Warchouses, containing mirss, bagookas, ammmition, grenades and
similar supplies, scve..y five (75) curloads of conl «nd olothing (this in
sddition to tho proviously reported 50 cars of coul capturod by CCR on 6 Marclk),
sovoral ammo dumps, wno (1) signal cc'ipment depci, one (1) medical supply
depot, one (1) fcod dopot, and varic: othor supplios including o’ comploto
scarch light battory, motorcycles, bicyclos aond c bargoe

Tho marriod "," ~ rpanics of th. 34th Tonk Battalion and tho 46th srmorod

Infantry Battalion ( - ., werc roltoved f-om control of CCR and roverted to CcCa
on 8 Marche "G" Compr. ., 628th Tank . stroyor Battalion, was roliovod from
CCR and rovortod .. - ision controle Tho Division as a wholo, continucd its

gorocning and petrcllin. missionse
L] .

On 9 March, tho 695th ..rmored Ficld Artillory Battalion and tho 557¢h -
Fiold Artillory Battaliou (155mm gun SP) woro rolioved from attaohment to
tho Division and rcvorted to control of XIII Corps Artillery.

Tho Division was given a now arca of responsibility bounded by tho towns
of HULS, KREFELD (oxclusive), ST TONIS south to WILLICH (exclusive) to
SCHIEFBAHN (exclusive), onst to the NIEHS Canal, north along the canal to
WULHAUSEN (oxclusive) northeest to KEIPEN (exclusivo) to HULS. All other
olaments of tho Divisiom -ontinued proccssing in tho'r old aroas and plans
wore made to move troops, not then nooded, to tho now zonoe Early contact was
contamplatod from tho 75th Infantry Division which v .8 to rolieve tho 5th
Armorod Division in tho KOMPEN - REPLLEN aroae

Twenty threo (23) PWs Were takon this date os tho Division patrolled the
on betwcon the BAERLER woods and VLUWNe Sovoral missions woro firod by
Division Artillory on targots east of tho Fhine Rivore

On 10 March, ths Division moved its oloments to tako up positions in tho
oW zonos Small polico dotachments wore loft in tho old area; these to romain
until reliovod by tho 75th Infantry Divisione Tho Division CP moved to
LZERSENe CCB movod its CP to OEDT on'. placed tho 81st Tank Battalion in that
tcwne Tho 15th fumored Infantry Battalion (CCB) was loft in tho town of
2IEGLEHEIDEe CCR ocsombldd its wmits arownd ST TONIS with tho oxcoption of
the 4Tth Armorod Ir '~~*ry Battalion, ~hich remainod at REPELEN. Tho 85th
Cavalry itoconnaisswice Sguadron, llochrnizcd, movod to the vioinity of
MUNSCHEIDE and the 224 _mored Enginoc Battolion movaed to TEMMENHOFEe

Oral ordors rocoivod from XIII Cerps at 1100, onlarged the Division zono
to the Corps boundary on tho west, This would include to the town of VIERSEN, -
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(Report .ftor iction gainst Enemy - !iarch 1945, Hq 5th Aprmd Div)

but exclusive of the town itself, Military Government activities in the area
west of the NIERS Car-’ would be handled by XIIT Corpss The new ares extended
the Division gone to ... west from the co al at MULHAUSEN, to BREYELL, south
to BOLSHEIM « DULKEN - :ARDT, east to --AMERN, northeast to GROSSHEIDE, east to
HOVEN, and northeasi: to DONK.

On 11 March, the 75th infantry Division relieved Division wnits in the
KEMPEN - REPELEN area. Division elements not physically relieved, were ordered
withdramn and all were moved to the Division 3onoe The Division oxpanded its
*one to the West as ordored the provious daye Security road blocks Worg
'Stablished throughout tho Division zone and all wits continued rosd patrols
:nd the soreening of Gorman porsonnol. Division Artillery undor Corps control
for oporations, was movod to tho L1th Cuvalry Group scotor and went into. dirooct
Support of that organizatione

The major portion of the Division zamo had boon closely checked and
cleared by 2000, 12 March, and soreoning of personncl was progressing rapidlys.

Fran 12 March through 15 March, tho Division oomtinued patrolling, polic-
ing, soreening and the manning of its road blockse Duu to the many jobs
. during this poriod, training was hold to g minimum, but considergble time was
spent in maintenance of equipment and administrativo matters,

- "At 1030, 15 March, the Cammanding General, XIII Corps, Major Genoral A,
Ce GILLEM JR, arrivod at tho Division CP at NEERSIN, GERMANY for the purposo
of awarding the Division Cammandor & 2d Oak Loaf Clustor to the Bronze Star
Medal for moritorious achievement during tho period 23 February through §
March 1945 General GILLEM address.d the assemblod offioors of Division
Hoadquarters and tho Oammanders of CCB, CCR and Division Artillery. The
Corps Gommamder commontod an the Divirion's ootivity during the oporation
aoross tho Roer Rivor ~d the following smashing assault to tho west bank of
the. Rhine River, Tho iunoraly quoting o high allied Staff Officer, statod
that "The Fifth Armorod Division is on. of tho two finost Amorioan Armored
Divisions on the sontinonte" Going furthor, Genoral GILLEM statod that Fiola
Marshal MONTGOMERY, Commondor of tho 2lst ARMY GROUP and Gonoral SIMPSON,
Comnanding Genoral NINTH US ARMY, wero among tho mony who applauded this
latest cperation of tho 5th Armored DPivision,

iontioned areas with the Division ¢p romeining at NEERSENe Bosidos maintaine
ing its seourity missions, training was carpiod out for the purposo of porfoote
-ng mmall defioiamocios noted during tho Divisions lapst oporations Mortar

tost fired froquantlys Mo 284 Atmarod nginoor Battelion mednteined rod
patrols thrdughout tho Division arqe and

any nooedod ropairs quickly adninistorcd,

.

On 24 March, the 387th AAf AW Battalion wes reliovod from attached to
the Division and movod to the NINTH ARfY bridgehond ovor tho Rhino Rivor
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(Roport Aftor jotion Against Enamy « Maroh 1948, Hq 5th Armd Div)
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Wwhere it was employed by reason of its experientces A newly arrived AA m.
the §73rd AAL AW Bn, was attached to the Division to replace the 3874ie On
30 March, the 387th returned to Division and relieved the 573rd.

On 50 Merch, Lettor of Instruotiono, Noe 46, Hoadquarters XIII Corps,

was received at Division Headquartors. Tho Division was to be reoommitted to
action on 31 March with the mission to be as follows: (ross the Bhine River

at WESEL end attaok east in the Corps Zono; bywpass MUNSTER and seigo orosaingu
~ver tho DORTMOND - EM8 Canal, cut linos of cammmiocations to MUNSTER and south

1 oast of tho oity; seize orossings ovor the EIS Rivor and bo proparod to

continue tho advanco in the Corps zonoe Tho Division published two (2) lotters
ol instruotions datoed 301200 and 301300s Thosc lottors detailloed tho instruo-
tions ocontained in tho XIII Corps Lottor.

- At 0530, 31 Morch, CCR started its movo from ST TONIS and the balancoe of -
the Division followod in the wakd oi the combat commande Order of March was
as followss' CCR, CCBy Division Headquarters, Division Artillery (=), 224
Armored Engincer Battallon (~)s Hoandquartors 1149th Combat Engineer Group,

292 C BEnginoor Bati:l1*.n, CCA, 85th Cavalry Rooonnaissanoe Squadron, and
Division Trainse CC.. crosgod the IP nt ISSUM at 0700 and reachod tho Fhine
River bridge at 'TISEL :.t 0745« The ciussing of tho river by CCR was completed
at 1150 and its w.i!s woro moving oast in tho zono toward an assombly aroa
south and wost of UNSTER. Rooconnaissanco roported semo onemy rosistance in
the zme of CCR, oast of APPELHULSENe Elamonts of tho 83rd Infantry Division
woro in SENDEN and the 17t. asirborne Division held a lino APPRIHULSEN -
NOTTULNs Tho 17th had fornulatod plans to attack to the oast and MUNSTER,
CCR continued its advance and cust of ANELSBUREN, onamny tanks, SP guns and
infantry attamptod to halt the combat commande Howovor, friendly air dis-
persed the toanks and guns and CCR moppod up the infantry, capturing two
hundred sovénty (270) PWse The railrord bridgo in AMCLSBUREN was reportod by
air to be intact and at 2400 CCR was proparing to lawnch a night attack to
soizo tho bridgoe

CCB, following CCR, Was to go intc an assambly aroa eanst of MUNSTER,
Then the combat commond approached its area it found the 17th Airborme Division
holding a line betwcen APPELHULSEN ond NOTTULN, c¢ng-.:<d in a firc fight with
snemy forces wost of MUJYSTERe Thesc cnomy forces woro attempting to disrupt
“¢ sirborno Divisions attack on MUNSTERe CCB went into an assamdbly arca
1 and wost of APPELHULSEN, to awanit rosults of tho 17th Airbornet's attacke

The Division CP rioved from NEERSEN at 1415, orossod tho IP at 1625 and
bogan crossing tho hinc Rivor at WESEL at 1742e Tho assignod arca for DHQ
«nd Division troops was to have been in tho vicirnity of APPELHULSEN, but tho

«clay ir CCB's movciicnt caused a chor ;0 of plonse Tho Division CP oponod 1
kilomoter southoast of STOCKUM at oo O aftor a rarch of one hundrod twonty
sovon (127) kilomctorse Under the n.w plan, the 22d jrmorod Engincor Battalion
end attachod ongincer support woru t- assomblo in tho wicinity of BULDEN;

Division Artillery 7+ % wost of the Division GP; tho 85th along tho road cast
of STOEKUM; CCL alun: .2 ain rad 700 .0 = DULITENe Tho above units wore on=
route at tho clcs: of % o Adaye The € . on Jamored Ficld Artillery Battalion
was attoched to . Divisicn at 31120Ce
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(Report After fction igainst Enomy - March 1945, Hq S5th Armd Div)

6« COMMENTS:

Section I - Porsonnol Mattoras

as, Casunltics sustained were rolatively light in tho Divisionts
operations tho first week of March and tho last two doys of thc monthe Roine
foroements (1 officor and 169 enlistod men) and RTD's (11 officors and 231 '
enlisted men) brought tho Division to an ovorstrongth in onlistod men and ro=
duced the shortegc of officers, oexccpt in Infantry whoro the condition con-
tinuos to existe .

be - In tho nino days the Division was in action 1214 PWs wWurc copturode
Evacuation of PWs was rondered difficult by roason of tho rapidity of advnnco
end the consequent oporational demands madoe won tho Division's organic trans-
portations This situation was alleviated to somo ocxtont by use of trucks
furnished by the Corps PM.

ce (1) Docorations awarded during March woro as follows

Silver Star 23
Bronzo Star 121
Soldiers Medal 1
5 - - (2) Scven (7) battlefi ;1d commissi:.is wore awardod to enlistod

men of the Divisi .1 during thc monthe

- .

Scetion II - Intelligonce Matters

In the defensc .- tho cast bank ~f tho Fhine Rivor the enamy was most
active with patrols wn. oven more aci’ so in his anti-patrol activity. One
“interesting develuynunt in the futhoranco of tho lattor offort was tho omployw
mont of searchlights to scan tho west bunk in order to pick U our patrols a8
thoy c¢rossede Gunfire, or the sotting off of any trip-Ilares sot by tho onomy
was tho signal for thosc soarchlights to sweop tho river gone, Artillery firo
was found to bo an oxcollont countor-moasure against tho enomy's usc of soarch-

Ny
)y 0\ lights. -

N
Y . ™
[N

.

Opefations cast of tho Fhine prodwed four intorosting dovolopmonts in
cnemy tacticss : : P

(1) The obsunco of the ronounod Mantietank ditgle" This obstaoclo which
had been so extonsively prepared betwoon tho Rooer snu Rhine Rivors was almost
totally absent cast of tho Fhine,

(2) Theo definite increase in trend of amplovicnt of tho onomy*s
dual-purposo (Af/AT) guns a8 flat trejoctory, grow.. weaponse Thoso gun
rositions wero, as normal, defended by ontrenchod S4 positionse This boing
“he case, theso positions have been given high prioritye Aerianl photos,
and APID roports aroc oxtremely valuablo in tho location of thogo guns
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(Report After Action Against Enemy - Mardh 945, Hq 5th Armd Div)

(S) Te use of the abatis road block; probably as a substitute for
his heretofore profusion of anti-tank ditchese A4S rormal in an abatis; tho
trees are folled across the road from both sidese Either buszesews or ex-
“losivos aro used to fell tho trees. Propared logs have also boen used,
0th in lieu of, and in addition to, the abatise The majority of abatis
which wo hawo ancountorod have been dofondod with AT, SA and bazooka firoe

(4) Somo show'ing of tho throatenod "Volkstwrm menning bazookas."
On soveral ooomsions mombers were croturod, and :illod, in tho aot of amploy-
ing bagzookas against our forces,
Section I1II = Operationsa
G=3 Alr ==

Uso of Fingh‘cc-f-f":qnber Pilot as Forw~rd Controller with VHF Radioe

During the past ocizht months of almost continuous oporations it has bo~
come inoroasingly opparcr® that the policy of changing the Fighter=Bombor
pilots with the forward VHF radio in tanks overy ton (10) deys doos not maintain

H : tho effiociency nocessary in Air-Ground coopeoratione It usunlly takes soveral

ov$% days for a new pilot to bocomo familier with the grownd picture and his new

jobe It takos o fow morc days for him to fool swro of himsolf in his vastly

Q 'M"K difforent roloe By that timo his roplocemont is on hand, which oftan timos
ooouyrs in tho middlo of on oporation, and the pilot must roturn to flying statuse
Thon, too, pilotes working with the ground troops and ~waro of certain oporations
are necessarily groumdod for a fow days upon roturn ic thoir baso bocausc of
WV this knowlodgose

In en aymorod division it is ofton timoes nooos-«iy in ordor to oporato
officiontly to have twe (2) VHF oporators, ono wit: Gthc combet command CP and
tho othor with a task forco of tho combat commande This nocossitatos having
two (2) pilots por combat command or a total of six (6) por armcrod divisione
This numbor of pilots is hot availublo and inasmuch as a TAC ruling prohibits
V anyone other then a pilot from using tho VHF radio it automaticelly cuts down
on tho maximum possiblo ground affort.

™o solution, =s wo sec it, is .o have tho livision G-3 Air, Oombat Gormand
S-3 Air and Tank Bactalion S-3 Air O ficers that aro provided by 7/0, all
trained by Air Corps persomnel and to usc thom as Forward Controllors as and
when necessarye Tho [GCO and party could still remain in contrcl at tho
Division CPe Thic s mtam would oliminate all prosont deficiencios, insure
adequato VHF oporat . for all situatizms, would not deplete tho prosont pilot
strength and woul? gurcntue meximum ‘rewid 2ffort and Alr-Ground cooperatione

| If the abovo :- rrocti ns cannot be nado at this timo thon tho pilots
! operating as VHF controllers with armor.d divisions should be placed on DS,
‘# just as the AGCO an. part  and for the same poriod of timec (2-3 months), and
increascd in numbor as roc mmendod abovoe
‘ - 14 -
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(Report After Action Against Enemy - March 1945, Hq 5th Armd Div)

This is a ocollectivn view of not only Combat Commanders, Tank Battalion
Commders but also of Air Corps AGCO and G=3 Air and S=3 Air officerse

Section IV = Supply and Maintemance Matters

No commentse
Section V - Military Govermient

During the first part of the operations from 25 February to 5 March 1945,
ilitary Government personnel was occupied ohiefly in keeping civilien pop-
ti.dion from eirculating, herding Russiaens, Poles, Dutch and Displaced Pereons
Off the roads and soparating them from Refugees flushod out and driven into
vur area by other units that had not then adoptcd the stand fast policye

The Spearhead Detachment (3 or'ficors and 6 mlisted men) was brought
forward to RATH, which had been ew 3 ated of its civil population, and a
Temporary Displacod Porsons Centcr \..s establishcd thore handling soveral
hundred porsonse . refugoo centor w.s ostablished st KIPSHOVEN.

The detachmert . tF'n movod to F'3DT, whero the civil population remainod
for tho most part w..-: 'uatede iorm.’ .. litary Govornment Operations worc
conductod includi-~ - -llec.ion of firuar 3, roeostablishment of civil polico,

eppointmont of nuv urgurmiocsters, clonring of strcots, and so forthe

At the samo timc Displacod Persons wore coming into tho CCB arca at
FHEINDAHLEN ond a Displucc ! Porsons contor was set up in tho Adolph Hitlor
School, and op tho day tho Combat Commend movod forward, over 1000 Displucod
Pcrsons were oollocted with some food eupplios mado available to thome Thoy
wore turnod ovor to tho (TC detachmint of Corps upon lcavinge Food was
previously mado available to sovoral hundrod Disploced Porsons in an instite-
ution along tho road betwoon RHEIND.SILEN and MUNCHEN UL..DBACK, beginning tho
afternoon the arca was taken by the inlantry of 2CBe

Corps adoptod tho policy of freczing the civilian population somc timo
aftor operations bogan, but it was not actually put into offect by thu two
infantry divisions until about the timc HARDT Was t - n, and in CCL'S opcraw
tions south of KREFELD, an ostimatcd 2000 civiliars C[_-om thoe tovn had to bo
rivon backe

While CCR Was in the REPELEN - ORSOY aroa many rcfugocs wore driven into
<> area from MORS cnd many Displaccd Persons oano back from the mines roar
JR3e  sbout 1200 civilians,wore found in ono by lldirg, a hospital at ORSOY,

. survoy of the mincs in our aroa has beon made, ol reports thurcof arl of
industriss have beu: madc to G=5 of Corpse

Elcctric powor restoration in ports cf arce made through dirccticn of
lilitary Governmert Officces of Staff :nd Detacivaent, with approval of
Engincerse Partictilnr -\locos inel: .1 arc mines nenr REPELEN and towns cf
ST HUBERT, KEMPLN, O [ ., "7 TH.USE =nd 7, TON:Je
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(Repor’é After jction fgoninst Enemy - March 1945, Hq 5th Armd Div)

Proliminary rogistration of all persons 12 years and older of Division
area oompletéd. This has aided socurity and civilian control.

Loco.l goverrments now functioning in antire Division area including
opening of somo banks.

Youths abovo 12 yoars of ago havo beon put to work chiefly on farms
throughout the cntiro aroae

In aroa of KEMPEN *theo population, as has boon usually the case in arcas
rocently subjocted to baubing or severv fighting, worc dazed and bewildorod
for about 36 hours after "R" went through, and oxcopt for tho house to house
scarch by troops for firearms, made bofore tho pcuplo hgd an opportunity to
turn in firearms or report same, usual Military Government funoctions woro
carried out by tho detachment whern it movoed from HARDT to KEMPEN the samo day
us Division Hoadquartorse

Military Goverrmoent cases tric< to date inc’uded violation of circulation,
of enemy propagandc, and harboring *. rmen soldicrse Ponalties wore given w tc
2 yoars, -
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ggg_gg'_r_ 35.B.C R.E'T :
AU :0C 5th Amd Div:
HEADQUARTZRS ST ARMORED DIVISION :lnitiqls:

APO No 255 :Dato: 8 May :
Ue Se Army I e T S
319.1 GNNJG : J 8 May 1945,
REPORT AFTER ACTION AGAINST ENEMY - fpril 1945, .

l. CAMPAIGN: Battlo of Gorr. ny.
2. LOSSES IN ACTION:

Qe P'or._sgnnolz '
‘ officcrs EM Total 0 & EM

Killcd .in Action 10 58 68
Seriously Wounded in Action 1 53 ' 54
Lightly Woundecd in Action 17 158 175
Scriously Injurcd in iction 1 b2 3
Lightly Injurcd in jction 1 27 28
liissing in sction S 8w 8

Total —30 306" . 335

(sFour (4) of triswriber roturnod to duty the first fow days in Mcoy)

be Vohicular: L

.

- Typo ' Dostroy:d or Abandoned Evncuatod
Car, jrmorcd, Light, iB. 2 A
Carricr, Purs., H/T, 6 2
Tonk, Mod., w/75mm gun. 7 ;)
. Tank, liod., M4Al, v/76mm gune 6 6
Exploder, iinc, (Crab)e DT
.Trallvr, ammnition, M10. 1 2
Iruck, 3 ton, 4x4. 10 22
Truck, 22 ton, 6x6, forgo. 5 1
Trailor, 1 ton, 2 viool, Cargo: 2 2 .
Vchicle, Tcnk, Rocovrry, M32 soriocs 1
Gun, 57mm, M1, w/Carr., M1A3. 1

Total 73S g6’
Se AMMUNITION EXPENDITURES AND LOSSES:
Typo _F_.:_x_wndcd Loss dw to Enamy Action

Carbinc, Cale 30 32,000

Cal « 30 646,009 146,500
Cal.ed5 . 61,306 -
Cul..50 R ) 182,373 60)780
3Mmm gun 3,122 1,878
STmm gun 386 '

60mm mor tar 312

81lmm mort.r ST 340

75mm How 1,968 870

76mm gwn 1,770 406

SBCRET.
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cort Aftor Action /gainst the

4,

90mm gun
105nm How
155mn gun
Gronados
Signal sissorted
Rockets, LT
Total Tonncgo

COMLNDERS :

SECRET -

Enomy - April 1945, Hg Sth Amd Div)

607
21,994
2,032
1,698 . 344
120
110
T %6643 T 34.0

5th srmorod Divisioﬁ, commanded- by M.J GEN LUNSFORD E. OLIVER,

03536, US.i.e

Combat Commend ".", 5th .rmd Div - BRIG GEX EUGENE REGNIER, 08295, US4

Hq & Hg Co, Combat’ Command m:% _ JST LT R B WHIT.KER, 7517645, INF
Combat Command "B", Sth ,rmd Div - COL JOHN T COLE, 05256, C.V

Hq ’: Hq Co, Combat Commend "B" - CAPT JOE . TZ 7Y, 01012397, INF
Sth rmd Div ,rty - COL DOUGLLS J PLGE, 04495, F.

Hq & Hq Btry, 5th immd Div Arty - CAPT NORMN W CUSICK, 0466787, FA
Resorve Commend, Sth jrmd Div - COL GLEN H /NDBRSON, 08632, INF

Hq Co, 5th frmd Div - CAPT LARRY H GREEN700D, 0128306£, INF

Hq 5th Lmd Div Tn - LT COL KiRL L SCHERER, 018784, C.LV

Hq Co 5th Lrmd Div Tn - C.PT JAMES R B, GWELL, 01011081, CAV

MP Plctoon, 5th .rmd Div - MiJ LEXANDER T NELSEN, 335298, CAV
145th irmd Sig Co - C.iPT GLENN A WELDE, 0453847, SC

85th Cav Ren Sq Mocz - LT COL GEORGE C BENJ/MIN, 023422, CAV

10th Tank Bn - LT COL WILLI.M 4 HiMBERG, 0292156, INF

34¢h Tank Bn - LT COL RICHARD H JONES, 0238408, CaV

81st Tank Ban - LT COL LE ROY H ANDERSON, 0239452, INF

15th ,rmd Inf Bn - 1 COL GLENN G DICKENSON, 0197285, C4V (1=17 Apr 45)
NBI 18 ,pr 45 Succcuded by MaJ EMERSON F HURLEY, 0818926, INF

46th 4irmd Inf Bn - LT COL WILLIAM H BURTOK, 0366028, INF

47th jrmd Inf Bn - LT COL YOW.RD E FOYER, 0218680, INF

47th ,Lmd F., Bn = LT COL JOHN B ROSENZWEIG, 0246291, F.

Tist ;rmd Fi Bn - LT COL ISRABL B W.SHBURN, 0238367, FA

95th Armd FA Bn - LT COL JiMBS W MC NCER, O-23703, Fi

224 ,ymd Engr Bn - LT JOL FRED E RESTRGIEU, 020575, CB

127th Ord M.int @n - LI COL ROL.ND § RIFRS.2H, 0318259, ORD

75th Mod 1o srmd - B

LLYMOND J WINARLER, 036702, NC

628th D i = LT COL WITLIAM J G LiiiibiR, 381098, F

IBTLh L., i B (ob) -1
3007th QM irwk Co - C

SOl BTAER T OKRDNMERG, Ol8s3T, CuC

V0 CHLRLES HODUDLEY, VL1N8lscs, Qe

AUL2th QM Mruck Co o= AP JOSEPR L 210a0 SR, 218730 3, QUC
Dot "M g & Hg Srd Jemd ap - M RGY S CUDVELL, Occu704, INF
LOHth Lo Doet, Hg Buropo v D of dpns, e e Ll < CAPT THOMAS A RYAN
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(Report After Acotion Agoinst tho Enomy - ppril 1945, Hq Sth Armd Div.)

6o NARRATIVE:

™o 5th /rmorod Division having startod its movamont to an assombly aroa
oast of tho Fhino Rivor on 31 March, concluded this phaso of the uaszgnod
mission on 1 /pril.

CC 'R' continuod its attack to tho oast in pursuanco of tho Division mission
a8 outlinod on 30 March by tho XIII Corps lotter of Instructions. 4 troadway
bridge was constructod ovor tho Dortmond - Ems Caonal and, upon its complotion at
0830, CC 'R’ movod rapidly through RINKERODE ~ SENDEN -~ HERST - EVERSWINKEL -
FRECKENHERST = DORFB.UERSCHAFT and BEELEN to the Bns Rivor at GREFFEN. This
movomont had boon rapid and with tho exception of o small fire fight at EVERS-
WINKEL, onomy opposition-was reportod as slighte Tho bridgo ovor tho Ems River
at GREFFEN had bocn blown, and a small pocket of onomy rosistance confrontod.

CC 'R' ot this point. Tho pockct was quickly reduced and reconaissanca olements
of tho combat command moving cast and wost of GREF’FRN h~d scizod a bridge intact
at a point two kilamotors west of GREFFEN. One (1) mar.1.d tank-infontry compony
.- ono (1) infantry platoon) crossod tho rivor and socurcd tho bridge whilc tho

~nlance of CC 'RY! assomblod in an crea south of tho bridgo to roswply and rost
127 tho nighte )

CC 'B', initially following CC 'R', crosscd tho eanal just north of VENNE
.. movod into tho town of ALBERSLOHe .4t this point tho 15th srmd Inf B
‘- -rried) procooded nerthoast to EVERSWINKEL and thone¢ to WLRENDORF whero the
*st comparativoly strong cnomy rosistance was oncowmterode Tho advance of tho
th rmd Inf Bn was haltod ond strong road blocks woro placod astride tho
«TIDORF - TELGTE highwaye In tho moantimo, tho 8lst Toank Bn (marriocd) sont
~connaissance north from ALBERSLOH, through WOLDBECK to TELGTE., This forco
consisting of ono (1) rocomnaisscnco platoon, ovorpoworod onomy dofonses and
took about fifty (50) PW's. .ac nlatoon commandor accopted what apparcntly Wos
tho wnconditional surronder of thu town at 1900, but at 2000, about 200 Gorman
infantry, supportod by severcl tanks cntered tho town from the north and tho
platoon withdrew o fow kilomctcrs to the south to owait daybreake

The remainder of tho Division stayed in place until 1700, whon the Division

P moved oast following CC 'B'e Tho Div irty Hq, 22d 4rmd Engr Bn (plus support-
ing ongineor units), the 557th .rty Bn, 628th TD Bn (~), CC '4' (minus 1 marriocd
company attachod to Div.Hq), 85th Cav Rcn 8q Mocz (=) and Div Tn followed in that
ordor. Tha advanco went woll until tho head of the column arrived just south of
VENNE, wherc it ccmc on thu toil of tho 8lst Tank Bn (marriod) column which had
stoppod for tho night. This unrcported stop causod momentary confusion as the
torrain was difficult and tho ro.ds for all purposos impassabloe .11 clomonts
were ordorod to assomblo off the road while routos vworc rcconmoitorcd. The
~uconnaissancc showed that all routus open to thc Division in ...is arca woro
third grado dirt roads cnd woero hWrcoking down bodlye Tirourhout the dgy enomy
rcgistanco had not becn heavy cnd it is bilieved that W detormination of onomy

‘cos in holding TELGTE Was duo to thc nccossity ol protecting escapo routes

‘heast out of MUN3TERe One hundroed twonty ninc (129) PW's wore takon on 1

ile )
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(Report ifter .Lcotion /goinst the Enomy - 4pril 1945, Hq 5th jrmd Div.)

On 2 ,pril, the Division rosumed its attack to tho oost. CC 'R' movud
‘wiftly from the bridgehoad on thc Ems River passing through H/RSWENKEL - HALLE -
SRTHER and on to tho outskirts of HERFORDe Up to this point tho combat command
cnocountorod a soridg of rond blocks around each towne. Those were defended by AT
gus in some Spots, but mainly, infantry armed with bazookas and small arms put
up a stubborn, but vain attempt to halt the armored columne At 2000 CC 'R' was
engaged With o. strong dismountod farce supported by assaultguns at tho west edge
of HERFORDe This ongdgement continued through 2400 and as the day closed plans
wore boing mado to by-pass the citr at daylight on 3 /pril. The plan wns to
vio two columns; thc 10th Tank Ba (married) to go north of the city and the 47th
*vr?{ IanBn (murrisd) to by-p.ss to the south and strike for the¢ Autobuhn highway

CC 'B' attackod to the northo:.st from WARENDORI in two columns with the 15th
_nd Inf Pn (marricd) pushing its way through MILTE ~ SASSENBERG - HESSEL and to

' JHOLZEN, and the 81st Tank Bn (marriod) attacking nerth from VENNE through
._ ‘BRSLOH =~ .LVERSHKIRCHEN =- EVERS.INKEL -~ MILTE =~ FUCHTORF - VERSMOLD and
ODENDORFe The entirc advonco Was vory raopid, and though road blocks woroc loss
rrovalent than in the CC'R' scctor, tanks and 4T guns were plentifule. Heavy reo=
sistonce was encowmntored in and around overy towne it 2000 tho 15th /rmd Inf Bn
‘ iarried) was attacking through the town of BERGHOLZEN before securing for the
.ghte Tho advanoce of CC 'B' had carried twenty six (26) kilamoters to the
~~theast and placed loading oclomants of tho combat cammand approximately omo

~-dred forty throo (143) kilomotors northenst of tho Fhine bridgo at WESEL.

CC '4A' had Yecn given g mission of moving north on tho wost sido of the

Dirtmund - Bma- Canal for tho purpnse of ostablishing a bridgehoad aocross theo

¢ mal about one (1) kilomotor oast of HILTRUP and to eloar an onemy pocket fram
;LTRUP to WOLBECKe Tho onomy's 3i8th Tng Ban which had movod to the vioinity of
HILTRUP to dofend tho scctor was caught by CC '.'8 advancoe. Rosistance was
s+ubborn for awhilu, with the oncmy omploying .rty, LT guns, bazookas and small
ms, but at 1900 CC ',' roported the enomy overcomo and work had boon started
. the bridgoe During this oporation CO *A' killed and copturod six hundrod
forty-four enamy troops, and a good quantity of matoriol wns seized.

The Division CP, supportod by a married tank-infantry company ("B", 46th
irmd Inf Bn and "B", 34th Tank Ba, CC 'A'), moving from VENNE to EVERSWINKEL,
planned to move by way of WOLBECK in an attempt to outflank the onemy facing
CC 'A'e The move startod at 1430 .nd at U650the column met an enemy infantry
forco supported by at loast 8ix (6) tanks ond SP gws north of /LEERSLOH. The
-rriod "B" campanics supported initially by ono (1) battory « . later by the
_ntiro battalion of 155 gung, ongagod this forcoe The cnttachod companics woro
ralonsed to CC '..!' eontrol cnd thc Division CP continuc . cn to EVERS'TINKEL via
_ICRSLOH - SENDEMHORST, arriving in tho vioinity of EVERSWINKEL at 2215. 1In

- meantimo, tho marriod "B' companics continued to probo aganinst the onamy
.. reo in an attampt to forco it back into tho path of tho CCA advance on
°L3ECK. Tho 85th Cav Ren Sq Mocz assisted CC '.! in its oporations Div Tn
; ~ssombled in tho vicinity of BULDERN awaiting complotion of tho bridgse .
..nce they would follow thc 85th aeross tho conale

Enomy 10ssqs for this day werc is follows: porsomnel killed, onc humdrod

o
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(Roport iftor .etion igainst tho Ememy = ipril 1845, Hq Sth .rmd Div)

fifty (150), oaptwed ten hundred sixty (1060), :.atoricl eapturod or destroyed,
two (2) Mark IV tanks, elevon (11) AT gus (8'~ “Smm, 2 - 75mm = 1 oalibor
unknown) , six (6) 40mm ../.T guns, six (6) 105um-zwis, ono (1) &mmo duwmp, one
(1) searchlight battery and an cirfiold with approxim-tely sixtoon (16)

dunmy plancse (NDTE: Sevontccn (17) German prison comps woro ovorrun during
the courso'of’tho day.) Soveral of the PW'as takon word mambors of tho
>lksstum who were armod primarily with small arms and bagookns.

On 3 ,pril, CC 'R' was to make overy offort to soccwo tho jutobchn bridgo
vor the Wosor Rivor at VENNEBECKe It was hopod that this bridgo might bo
1204 intacte CCB likewiso was te attempt scizuroc of intact bridgos north of

«1¢ Autobohn to MINDEN, inclusive,

CC 'B' attacked at da"n with tho 15th .umd Inf Bn (married) moving wp the

ser valloy from BERGHOL2EN and oast to WERTHERe Thc 81st Tank Bn (married)
f>1lowed tho 15th Armd Lif Bn through BORGHOLZEN, thon turnod northecst to
HOLTERDORF and procooded through REIMSIOH to BUNDBE, thonec nerthoast to
BIRGKIRCHENe Movement of toth column® wos oxtronoly rapid dnd rosistance,
although stubbern, was not condontrated sufficicntly to stop tho armor of .
¢ 'B'e "Tho advanco of thc 15th gmd Inf B (morricd) mot sovoral ‘very
stubborn caamy dofonsivo positions. At o rond jwotion just north of BERNBECK

congentration of flak gwns oponed wp on tho column and more than two h§wrs
Wmo olopsod before this poockots was eloarcds Blewen (11) 88mm 4i/At gund wore
sooturod or destroyod at this point. Tho colum thon pushod on swiftly to
-vorrun tho ‘town bf BJHNFLOHNE, ‘ond its moss of railroad shops, cars and
7irious other 'oquipment, including nineteen locamotives. ‘it 1745, tho force
1.C. mado contact with CC 'R' on tho right.’ Both CC 'B' '‘s0limns.moved forward
1.11l shartly aftordurk, when tho 8lst Tohk' B stoppod’ ht  BERGKERCHEN and

" 16th irmd Inf'Bn’at o point 2% kilamotors southenst of BiD - OEYNHADSEN,
<o seowe for the night and resupply. o

CC 'R' hod oontinued its attack during the day with tho 10th Tawik Ba
(married) moving around HERFORD to tho north, and the 47th irmd Inf Bn (marriod)
going €0 tho south, them cutting oast to hit tho ,utobohid at /HAMSENe The
=7th seowrod ono highway bridgo intact at this point, snd anothor which was = - °
1 need of mihor repairs. Thoso bridges, though of 163s importince than those
panning tho ‘Wesor 'River, would nevertheloess havo proten & difficult and
dolaying ‘obstas)o Kad they boon blowne Thé 47th-.omd Inf Bn thon moved wp tho
..utobohn and teachod tho-bridge losation on tho ifosor River. ' This bridgéd was
blown as ‘Woro theso adjdeont to it. ’ Lo

Tho 10th Tank Bn (morried) moved up routo ., through HOFE and WITTEL and 2
“inally joinod with-the 47th ¢olumn at LOHEe Minor rosi'dtanco in the form °
of road blocks, défonded by Yazookas ond small ~rms’, was provalont throughout -
tho move of tho 10th Tank Bne Upon'roaching tho blown Lutobohn bridgo over
cho Wesor,'CO 'R' imhodiat.ly Fooonnoitorod to t. ¢ south and onst for possible
roseings. By this timo both célumns:of CCR had oonvorgod into ono. The
vwnbat ocammnd oommonaed tho eloaring of an cieny pockst from R.D - OEYNHEAUSEN
and tho Lutobanhn to tho rivof.. Stréngdr onory r>sistanco was mot during this-
oporatitn, and 88am AT guns-alorg with' dcattorod Armor onmdonvorcd to hold back

§ .4 ..
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(Roport After Letion igainst tho Enemy = April 1945, Hq Sth irmd Div)

CC 'R's Tho oity.of BiD - OEYNHLUSEN, itsolf, was ronchod, and its uncondie
tional surrondor nogotiatud by the Military Govermment attachment of CC 'R'.
CC 'R' then wont into an assombly area for tho night.

CC 'A' camplotod tho bridge over the Dortmund = Ems Canal at 0630 and
ndvanced on WOLBECK from tho weste The marriod "B' companios moved on the
tomn from tho south, Tho companios and tho main colum ocomverged on the town
at 1100. CC ',i! eontinmod oast from WOLBECK en route A to an assembly area
just east of HERFORD. The move was most difficult becauso of road priorities
which had boon grantsd to infantry wunits, and also bosauwso of tho numorous
eraters ond ethor oxisting obstacles which had to b by-pussed. Use of
socondary roads was noeossary to centinue the adwnnoo. At 2400, the coambat
conmand wos still on the road in the vicinity ef TOLLENBECKe. the 85th Cav
Ren 8q Moog and Div T™h hod bBocn pulled off tho rocd, Woiting to cross the
canal bridgoe The Division CP moved from EVERS'INKEL at 1110, and after a
rorck of sowanty six (76) kilometors, tho solumn closed in a new.aroa at 1830.
/Tho locatipn of this aroa was botweon HOFE and ITTELe) - - ..

Bnamy lossos for tho day woro as fellows: porsonnel, captured, oloven
mndred forty four (1144), killed, onc hundrod (100) (cstimated); matoriel
.optwred or dostroyed, four (4) tanks MK IV, two (2) - 150mm How, forty omo
1.) AT/AA gwns, (38mm), six (6) 76mm AT/4L gws, ono (1) 20mm AL gum,

‘orty five (45) miscellanoous motor vehiclose (In addition to the above
~any military instollations worc ovorrwn)e. (NOTE: A8 CC 'R' approached
4D OEYNHAUSEN (W7202), they worc mot by two of tho eity officials who
Asntified thomsolvos as omissarios, soeking a formal swrondor of tho citye.
¢ Military Govornment and IPW aoocompaniod thc two omissarios into the oity,
14 tho formal surronder of tho city and its garrison of 200 German soldiers,
_1lus. throo 88mm gwns, Wos nocopted at 031515Be Tclophono connoctions woro -
©till intact in.tho city, and CC 'R' placod a call to the city officials of
MINDEN,. on. tho Weger River (B8010)e Spocking to these officials; it Was
lcarned that the bridges in the vicinity of MINDEN worc still inteot (o8 of
031521B); CC 'RY -then asked for tho swrrendor of tho city. MINDEN officials
rcplied that they would have to call highor hoadquartors in H.iNOVER (xs722),
waforc answeringe Calling back in a short timo, iIINDEN officianls informed
us that HANOVER had ordered them not to surrcndor, and consoquontly they would
have to docline ow invitations To end tho phono convorsation, MINDEN was-
again informed of the consequences of this rofusals Local and outgoing

circuits woro thon eute) - .

On 4 Lpril, tho Division continued to probo thc arca on the Wesor River
in hope that a bridge might bc secwed intaocte It Was known that tho onemy
wns attompting to concontrate his fo;‘cos on tha cast shores of thc Wesere

CC 'B', attompting to got tho bridgoa at [IIFDEN, sont roconnaissancs
patrols northoast along the rivor from HiHNENe 11:05C patrols ran into
‘~tillery and mortar firo and wero wnable to.gct .hrough the pass at
" JLHAUSEN.. Othor patrols brokc through tho pass at BERGKERCHEN,. and wore

arching the aros to their front. At 1430, tho 8lst Tank Bn (marriod) roport-
-d that its patrols had observed troops eoming down tho vallcy to.their north-
weste ThoSC Woro bolieved to be. British,-and at 1700 that boelicf was - '
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(Report after action igainst the Bnemy - april 1945, Hq 5th armd Div)

verified by a contact between CC'B' and British 2nd army troops at -TICEKHORST.
The Division Commander ordered CC'B' to deliver an ultimatum to the garrison
in MINDEN for the town's surrender, with bridges intact, by 2000. ' However,
- it was discoveréd that British troops had already stormed the town, and that
the bridges were blown as the British force entered. British troops in the
town were elements of the British 6th Airborde Division and the 3rd armored
Zrigade. The 15th armd Inf Bn (married) had established road blocks around
the MINDEN area prior to its advance on the town. Tapks at the roadblocks
took many priscners ahd fired on barges attempting to escape from the area.
~ few mines were: fouhd near MINDEN and about ten ? 10) enemy tanks were ob-
-erved by patrols of CC'B'.

CC'R' ocontinued its operations east toward the RINTELN bridge at 0900.
’he 10th Tank Bn (married) was at HARKENISSEN and little enemy resistance was
:ncountered. The combat command used the route EZXTER - HOHENSEN -
" NGENHOLHSN, and established a tactical CP in LANGENHOLHSN at 1030. The
RINTEILN Bridge had already been blown when the .roops of CE'R' reached the
‘ricinity. Om the right fi .k, CC'R' made contact with the 2nd Armd Div.

' CC'4A', previously expsrienocing a tremendous job in attempting to reach
T'ERFORD, managed to clear ths roads, and at 040850, the combat command was
‘ssembled east of the city. Patrols were sent into the town, and enemy
pockets were mopped up. CC'is' then took charge of the administration of
“+3 city until the arrival of the 84th Infantry Division. The 85th Cav Ren
i . Mecz and Div' Tn moved across the canal and followed the CC'a' route as
‘u2r as the town of WERTHER, where the two units established a CP. The
2 rision CP pemained in place on 4 arril.

During thé late hours of 4 april, the 334th and the 335th RCT's of the
~4th Inf Div closed in assembly areas in the wicinity of BAD - OEYNHAUSEN.
Those two units were to be used to force a bridzehead across the Jdeser

River. ' .

Enemy air activity became increasingly strong on this day. On three
~sparate oceasions, groups of up to four (4) plenes strarfed divisien - -
“astallations. No damage or casualties resulted from these attacks, and .
oo badly hit enemy plans was seen smoking as it left the Division area.:

Enemy losges for the day were as follows: persomel, Pis - four hundred
seventy (470), killed - seventy seven (77); materiel captured or deatroyed,
twenty (20) 88mm aT/ak guns, #ix (6) 76mm 4AT/ix guns, three (3) 3Tmum guns,
twenty six (26) 40 mm guns, two (2) 20mm guns, six (6) flak guns (Cal., unknown)
twenty one' (2I) miscellansous vehicles, eleven barges loaded with troops i+
(sunk in the Weser River),.eme (1) loccnotive§ twenty eight (28) railrcad . :, -

cars loaded with bridge equipment, twenty (20) railroad cars loaded with. .. |
artillery ammo, two.(2) mciical dumps, one (1) ‘rdnance dump, one (1).ware-

wouse of motors, one (1) rudar station, one (1) ammo-dump, oné (1) hélf,
+ack fastory, ons (1) 88mm:.T/ac gun faotory and e mass of mifcellaneous
1atariel. AU ) - o L.
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(Reportg.tt_e:'Aetion Against the Enemy - April 1945, Hq 5th srmd Div)

On 5 jpril, the Division was prepared tQ assist the 84th Inf Div wnits
in establishing a bridgehead over the Weser in the MINDEN area. The 224 Armd
Engr Bn was regrowed in preparation for the building of a bridge after initial
crossings had been made. Companies "A" and "B", 22d 4irmd Engr Bn were detached
from CC'A' and CGt B!, respectively, to belster the engineer battalion. CC'B!
was ordered to be prepared to furnish direct support to the action, proteot the
Jorps left flank, and maintain contact with British units at MINDEN. CC'R' was
to protect the Corps right flank and maintain eontact With the 2nd armd Div,
(C'R' moved its CP tothe vicinity of WRNNER C.!Pe The 47th 4irmd Inf Bn (CC'R')
"a8 moved to the wooded area southeast of RINTELN to hold the area for a
" n8sible river erossing in that viecinity. The Division CP remained in place.
2@ Div Tn moved to HERFORD, elosing there at 1115,

One attempt to oross the river was made by the 335 RCT (84th Inf Diy) in
*he vieinity of PORTA, bdbut heavy concentrations of mortar and small arms fire
‘oiled this effort. XIII Corps ordered the crossing to be made ®n 6 April.

British troops in MII.IN moved merth so os to get back in the 2nd British
LMYy gone.

Enemy losges to the Division for 5 ,pril wore as follows: personnel, P7V's
“+ve hundred forty two (542), killed, ten (10) (this figure is exclusive of
4.662 German soldiers in hospi tals overrun by the Division) msteriel destroyod
¢ (1), truck, two (2) staff cars. ‘

On 6 4pril, the Division remained in tho HERFORD - AD - OEINHAUSEN -
FINTELN aregqe CC'R' did somc patrolling in its scctor and occupied the town
of STRMMENe CC'R* patrols reconnoitored the ferry site to tho northoast of
the bridge at STEMMEN. 4ll wnits maintained security road blocks and patrols.
There was o oconstant flow of stregglors and othcr onemy personnel to the
Division PW cagoe The Division CP, and the CP .¢ tho 224 Armd Engr Bn moved
into the city of BAD - OEWHAUSEN. The 85th Cav Ren Sq Mecz was employed as
liaison betwoen the . Division and wmits on the rizi:t and left flanks of XIII
Corps. During tho day, enemy ,.T gwms and mediun artillery were sporadically
active én the ocast bank of tho Weser River.

Enemy losses for 6 ,pril were as follows: pcorsonncl, PW's three hundred
sixteen (316), matoriel, many types of ertillcry emmo in BiD - OEYNHAUSEN
including a quantity of 340mm shells. Seven (7) railroad cars loadod with
nmmo Were dostroyod during the days activity.

On 7 .pril, Division aetivity was again held to patrolling and liaison
with flanking wmits. CC'A' remnined in the HERFORD area, CC'B' in the BAD -
OEYNHAUSEN area proteeting the Corps left flank, and CC'R' in RINTEIN area
protocting tho Corps right flanke. CC'B* maintainad contact with the British
on the north, and CC'R' w: 1 thc 2nd Armd Div (:IX Corps) on the south.

Work was bogun on a bridge over the Woscr by the 22d irmd Engr Bn. The
bridge was startod at 1200, and at 2045 n tr..o hundrod soventy two (372)
foot troadwny bridge Spanned tho rivor. Constr ‘ction of this bridge was
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slowed considorably becauso of the groa.t amownt of grading which was nocessary
to mako tho onstorn approachos usgblo. Alsey.sporndic timo firc from 86mm gwuns
‘1ns recoivpd on tho bridge sitc. Tiis hridgo, though built“by the Division,
was to be usod initially by the 84th Inf Div, in order that the ‘dodinating
ioights on tho’oast side of tho river could ¥o eloarcd of cnamy ar'cinery and
troops. At 1600, tho 989th Troadway Bridge Compony was attachod ‘te the ;. .
Division and a% 1800. one (1) platoan of this company Was atta.ohed to the 84th
Tnf Dive * ' :

Shall operations dwring tho ‘course of tho day had notted a oonaiderablo
g eatity of onamy matariel and fivo humdrod cight-five (885) PW's. Listod
pelow faro tho onony ma.toriel lossos during tho day's opero.ti.aus

Fo\r (4) 108m iT/As guns (mownted on BR cars) ¢ .
One (1.; triple 20mm ... guns ' St
T™wo (2) Quadruplot 20mm .i guns ;
™3 (2) rango findors
Two hundréd (200) smoko gonoraton
Six (6) passengor oars

- Ono (1) RR kitohon ear

- Ono (1] RR ord « fopair oar

*two, (2) lbeomotivos
“Thirtocn (13) box cars (misc leads) .
Ninc. () flat cars (misc loads)

Two factordos warc capturod intaot, ono an cmmo {88mm sholl) and ordnando
cm.pmeht. and. ﬂ\o othor an mdorground faétory for production or 88nn gun po.rts

Early mormng of 8 j,pril found the Division gonorally static oxeopt for a
" w miror oporations. Preparation for futurc cvonts took procodenco. CC'B!
gar"riicnodw.nd seourod tho town of MINDENe Tho 8lst Tank Bn (marricd) and
Troop' "B", 85th. Cav Ren Sq Mooz wore used for this jobe CC'..' remainod in tho
HLRFORD aroae. :

A‘t -3'100,. ac' R! was ordered on an o.lert status for an ultimatc move across
the Weser Rivore Tho move as outlihod sto tho CC!R' Commandor would sond tho
combat command south indg .the XIX Corps zone whorc pormission hdd been granted
for the us¢ of-the. bridge - HIMELN fér o poriod of fivo (5) hours starting at
081400. ' The. oabat qomnxand ,vould thor turn north to get back into the-XIII
Corps zone, ¢ontinu. east, attcmpt woigure of a orosging on tho LEINE River
and éut commwications to the south of HANNOVERe CCR bogan its movomont to
the HAMELN tridge at 1230. The 95th Armd Fi Bn, 395th F.i Bn (10&m SP) ond
the 557tk R Bn (165mm SP) were placed umder. Division Artillery control and the
latter moved w;th CC'R" to 'adt in direct swpport of the combat cammonde The
route of march was to be as follows: KUKENBRUCH .~ EOSINGFELD - GRUPENRiGEN -
MUTLEN - .LTENH,GEN - SPRINGE - VOLKSEN.~ GESTORF - RUTHE “With possiblo rivor
crossings at RUTHE, G&SDORF or RETHEN.: :-Tho 47th .rmd Inf Bn- (marriod) led
the advanco, and progruss was' astoundingly swift for tho first fow hours.
Howover, at 1600,. an’ enemy rocd’blosk dofonded b~ '*.rtillory ‘Was. cneountorcd at
the majn road jwaqtion cast of HESPEPDE. This waos qulckly reducod, ‘and ordors
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sont the combat command ahead at groat spood for thoe purposo of evorrunning and
crushing similar dofenses. Rosistaneo at LLTENH,GEN, though sot for dofonso,
Was ovorrun boforo dofendors could reeover from tho Glamont of swrpriso which
the spood of the column pr.duced. b 1700, & road block south of D/HLE again
halted the column temporarily, and while this strongpoint was boing powndod,
air support Wwas put on the town of SPRINGE, whioh had b@on roported strongly
defonded. Exodllont results were obtainod from tho air;, and by the time the
¢vanco olemonts ef CC'R' (47th imd Inf mn marriod) had roduecd the read blook
¢t DLHLE, tho dofenses of SPRINGE had teen softoned ¢o g, peint whoro tho 47th
cold fight through the town and drivo en GESTORF, Tho 10th Tank Bn (marriod),
"> -oving tho 47th, moppod wp in SPRINGE. Many prisenors were taken. Lt 2130
"ho entire CC'R' Column Was back in the XIII Corps zone. at 2200 reconnaisaanco
Clements of €CHR' Wore in tho vieinity ef PLTTENSEN. Artillery was placing
Farassirig’ firo on the town itself and alse intordicting Leins River crossings,

Enomy lossaa dwiﬁg' th® day's operations woro not somplotoly roported at
tho closc of tho day, but throo hundred sixty oight (368) pPms (exeluding :
CC'R') had possod through the Division cage on this dato. (NOTE: ‘Duo to tho
mass of miscellancous enomy units ‘in centast with tho Division ne attempt has
boon mado to liat them in this marrative. The G-2 poriodic which {a-an -
inclosure to this ropart 1ists all enemy wits in contast day by day.)

At 0730, on 9 April CC'R' rosumod its attack' te 80i 20 -oressings ovor the
~-:n0 River, and loss than ono hour lator, it was roported that its rocana~

\:ssonce troop (Troep "C", 85th Cav Rom Sq Mooz) had takon two bridges intact;
cno at RUTHE and the othor at KILDINGENe The combat ccmmand crossed tho rivor
at onco and turned northoast towards LEHRTE. Upa approaching the vicinity of
WIRRINGEN, firo from flak guns, mortars, and ertillory, was reeoived from tho
northwost, apparontly from BEMRODE and WULFERODE. Enomy aif also becamo activo
~vor the combat command. At this point CC'R' was traveling in two parallel
coluans a ‘short distanoe apart, and becauso of torrain featuros it was almost
impossible to ocloarly observe the situations wrtillery linison planes could
not be used bocause gnemy lak and air Were too hoavye The Division Commander
visited the CO, CC'R' at RETHEN and isswed instruotione for tho combat commend
to continw enst to a line VETZE - PEINE, push reconnaissance forward to the
Oker Rivér to geige orosgings over the river, and bo prepared to advance to
<ho northeaste CC'R' used the southern route, H/,RSUM - HOHEM{MELN -
SCHWICHELDT = and VOHRUNe. Tho advance east progrossod woll, and at 211§, the
10th Tank Bn had eut the Autobahn in tho vioinity of VOHRUNe At 2200, o
moB8age Was sént to CC'R' to be prepared to attack north, then cast, in the
Corps ndrth zone on 10 April. ‘ :

At 1000, 9 ipril, CC'A' was ordered te proparo to follow the CC'R' route
over tho Woser tridge at HAMFIN. The 4Tth Armd Fi, Bn and the 7Tist Armd FA Bn
(both 105mm SP) were attached to CC'4! for tho mos .. The orossing was to be
started at 1300, and Ce'.' was to push on, eross tho Leine River, meve north-
oast of HINNOVER to 4 line CELLE - VE?Z, and sond reconnaissance to the Allen
River to soige.crossings. Tho combat oommand was then to preparoe for further
advance to the portheast on 11 ipril. Movemont ocgan at 1230, and it was
found that the 102nd Inf Div was using the same routes. This delayed the
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combat command to the extent that the bridge was not reached on time and as a
consequence CC'A' had to shuttle its heavy vohlclel over the bridge one at a
tim.

At 2200,7a megsago similar to the one sent to CC'R' Was dispatohed to
" A' and Division Artillery. This changed the plans, and set uwp CC'A’

"» an attdok ‘in the south half of the Corps zem® on 10 April. Liaison officers
‘6o “ent out of the Division CP at 3400, aarrying additional instruotioru to

.C A', CC'R', ond Division Artillery.

At 2230, GC' B! wag ordered to send a marriod company (tanks and infantry)
«« the bridge at HAMELN for the purpose ef protocting the bridge. This force
a3 to arrive not later than 1000, 10 April, and was to maintain liaison with
~.Cth Inf Dive CC'B' was further advisod that the rosponsibility for MINDEN and
tridges in'that vicinity, ns well as the Autebahn bridge, ’would be takon over
hy the 102nd Inf Div at 07.0, 10 April.

Div ™ and the 85th Cav Ron Sq Mecz (-) ranninod at HERFORD. The 85th
retrollod areas southeanst of HERFORD which worc roportedly still occupied by
onomy troopse The Division CP romained at BAD = OEYNHAUSEN on this date, and
prevared for movement on 10 April. CC'B' wus erderod te attach ono married
n¥% - infantry company with assault guns to Division Hogdqua