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HEADQUARTERS Il CORPS
AP0 302

AG 370 10 April 1943
SUBJECT: Report of Operations.
TO : Adjutant General, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.

THRU : Commanding General, 18th Army Group.

Section .Authority
Section General
Section . Operation, 1st Phase
Section Operation, 2nd Phase
Section V Operation, 3rd Phase
Section Highlights of Operation
Section ++ses.Results of Operation

SECTION I - AUTHORITY

In compliance with paragraph 10, A. R. 345-105, areport of opera-
tions of the II Corps from 15 March to 10 April is hereby submitted.

SECTION II - GENERAL

1. CORPS DIRECTIVES. --Under letter, 2 March, Hq. British First
Army, the C. G., II Corps was ordered to prepare forthwith an offensive
operation with the following objects:

a. To draw off reserves from the enemy forces facing Eighth
Army -

b. To enable our Air Forces to reoccupy advanced airfields
and thus develop the maximum support to help Eighth Army in its attack
on the MARETH - GABES position.

€. To establish a forward maintenance center from which the
mobile forces of Eighth Army could drew to maintain the momentum of
their advance.

d. To be prepared to put the above plan into effect not later
than 15 March.

2. CORPS OBJECTIVE.--(See overlay on next page.) The II Corps,
under authority contained in letter referred to in par. 1, was given
the mission of:
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a. Capturing GAFSA.

b. After its capture to secure and hold GAFSA, and with
troops not required for the defense of GAFSA to operate towards
MAEKNASSY in order further to threaten the enemy’s line of communica-
cation from GABES.

¢. As an essential preliminary to the Operation, to establish
fighter aircraft on the THELEPTE airfields before 15 March.

d. To hold securely the passes between inclusive ABIOD and
SBIBA.

3. COMMAND.--II Corps passed from under command British First
Army to command 18th Army Group, 8 March, 1943,

4. COMPOSITION II CORPS.--For this Operation, Il Corps consisted
of 1st, 9th and 34th Infantry Divisions; 1st Armored Division; 13th
F.A. Brigade (reinforced by 5th Armored F.A. Group which arrived after
the Operation started); 1lst Derbyshire Yeomanry (a British Reconnais-
sance Unit of two squadrons); lst T.D. Group consisting of seven T.D.
Battalions (Five Battalions equipped with 75mm guns and two bat-
talions equipped with 3* guns); Corps AA consisting of four automatic
weapons battalions plus one extra battery, one 90mm battalion, and
three separate batteries; and Corps Service and Supporting Troops.

5. SUPPORTING TROOPS:

a, Air. XII Air Support Command supported the Operation of

the II Corps throughout the operations.

b. French. Mobile Frencﬁ Forces operating from the NEGRINE
area were on the right flank of the II Corps.

6. LOCATION OF ENEMY ON 15 MARCH.--On 15 March, Rommel's main
force, consisting of four Italian Infantry Divisions, two German In-
fantry Divisions, and the 15th and 21st Panzer Divisions together with
supporting and service troops was believed to be concentrated along or
in support of the MARETH position. The Centauro Division was believed
to be in the GAFSA area. Task forces held the passes at FAID, MAK-
NASSY, and FONDOUK. These positions were well-organized for defense.
The 19th Panzer was not definitely located but believed to be in Gen-
eral Reserve somewhere in the SFAX area.

7. PLAN OF OPERATION.--The plan for the Operation consisted of
having the 9th Infantry Division reinforced (-one CT) defend the passes
ABIOD - KASSERINE both inclusive; the 34th Infantry Division rein-
forced to defend the SBIBA PASS: the 1st Infantry Division reinforced
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to move from BOU CHEBKA via FERIANA on GAFSA; and the 1st Armored
Division, with one CT of the 9th Infantry Division attached, to con-
centrate in an area 25 miles northeast of GAFSA prepared to operate
on MAKNASSY after lst Infantry Division had captured and secured GAFSA.
Light forces were to be placed at FERIANA and SBEITLA prior to 15 March
to cover airfields in the immediate vicinity.

SECTION III - OPERATION 1lst PHASE

8. Prior to March 16th.--Although the operation was ordered by
18th Army Group to begin on 17th March, it was necessary prior to
15 March to move the 1lst Infantry Division from MORSOTT to BOU CHEEBKA,
and the 1st Armored Division from south of TEBESSA to KASSERINE. Al-
though these movements entailed a crossing of columns, concentration
of these two Divisions was completed without incident. At this time
the 9th and 34th Divisions were occupying the positions they were
charged with defending. Light covering forces of the 9th Infantry
Division whre in position at FERIANA and SBEITLA, and the Derby Yeo-
manry performed Corps reconnaissance generally east of and along the -
road GAFSA - SIDI BOU ZID.

9. MARCH 17th:

6. Under cover of darkness night 16-17 March, 1st Infantry
Division moved into forward assembly areas for attack on GAFSA., Attack
jumped off at 1000 hours as scheduled.

b. The first operation was for the purpose of capturing and
securing GAFSA with a view to using it as a forward supply base for re-
supplying the Eighth Army on its move to the north. The Corps left
flank was to be secured by emplacing the 1st Armored Division in the
vicinity of DJEBEL SOUINIA. Owing to heavy rains and the uncertain
state of the 1st Armored Division route--a new road connecting THELEPTE
with the 81BI BOU ZID road and constructed by 19th Engineers in three -
days--it was decided to start moving the 1st Armored Division on the
morning of 16 March. Col. Benson with a force consisting of one Med.
Tank Bn., one TD Bn., and one Bn. of self-propelled guns was moved to
an area southeast of SBEITLA on 15 March to provide flank security.

¢c. The ist Infantry Division captured GAFSA at 1230 hours,
17 March. 1Italian garrison from Centauro Division withdrew without
offering serious resistance.

d. At 1510, 1st Infantry Division occupied LALA (3 miles
southeast of GAFSA. )

e. At 1630, patrol from 1lst Armored Division entered ZANNOUCH.
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10. 18th MARCH:

a. 1lst Ranger Bn., attached to 1st Infantry Division occupied
EL GUETTAR at 1600 hours.

b, 1st Armored Division closed up with CC*A*» at ZANNOUCH
STATION, CC*B® in the vicinity of DJ EL HAFEY, and the rest of the
Division at SOUINIA.

11. 19th MARCH:

- a. l1st Infantry Division completed mopping up of GAFSA and
area to the southeast as far as FL GUETTAR, thus accomplishing original
mission.

b. 1st Armored Division in contact with enemy north of SENED
STATION.

c. Instructions received from.Chief of Staff, 18th Army
Group, outlining future operations as follows:

(1) To hold GAFSA.

(2) To secure and hold heights east of MARKNASSY, and send
light armored raiding party to airfield at MEZZOUNA, to destroy in-
stallations and return.

(3) Large forces not to be passed beyond the line GAFSA -
MAKNASSY - FAID - FONDOUK.

(4) On passage of Eighth Army north of MAKNASSY, 9th In-
fantry Division to be turned over to British First Army to relieve
46th British Infantry Division on extreme left (north) flank of that
Army.

(5) II Corps afte:r relief of the 9th Infantry Division to
attack FONDOUK from the west and southwest for the purpose of securing
the heights in that vicinity. 34th Infantry Division to side-slip to
the north and attack along the axis MAKTAR - PICHON. (This plan ap-
parently envisaged pinching out the II Corps after capture of the
FONDOUK heights.

12, 20th MARCH:

a. 1lst Armored Division, with 60thCT attached, attacked and
captured DJ GOUSSA and DJ MAJOURA overlooking SENED STATION. This
attack was to be assisted by CC*A" moving northeast from vicinity of
ZANNOUCH, but owing to bad state of road, little progress was made by
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CCrAv. The attack of the remainder of the Division was successful
however and SENED STATION was occupied. Forces which were believed to
be defending the area SENED - MAKNASSY at this time included elements
of Kasta O. B., 580th Rcn. Unit, elements 1st Afrika Artillery Regi-
ment, elements 131st Centauro Division, and 50th Special Brigade which
had been toughened considerably by the inclusion of key German person-
nel.

b. Orders issued to 1st Division to attack early 21 March and
capture commanding ground east of EL GUETTAR. ,

13. 21st MARCH:

a. 1lst Infantry Division attacked to the east and captured
the hills six miles east of EL GUETTAR. This attack was launched over
extremely rough terrain, but by clever maneuvering the Division suc-
ceeded in taking the enemy in flank. An intense artillery preparation
together with the surprise achieved by a night approach over the
rugged terrain, enabled the Division to capture with minor losses,
over 700 Italians of the vaunted 7th Bersaglieri Regiment and Centauro
Division.

b. 1st Armored Division advanced slowly on MAKNASSY.
14. 22nd MARCH:
a. 1st Armored Division captured MAEKNASSY.

b. 1st Infantry Division executed local attacks to improve
position.

€. Build up of enemy forces east and northeast of MAKNASSY.

d. Two Ju 88°'s and eight Me 109's bombed east and west of
MAKNASSY.

€. 1st Armored Division attacked during night against high
ground to east of MAKNASSY to secure Pass leading to MEZZOUNA. MAK-
NASSY shelled.

15. 23rd MARCH:

6. 1st Infantry Division counter-attacked by German 10th
Panzer Division and elements 131st Centauro Division with at least
50 tanks of the Mark II, Mark IV, and Mark VI variety. The attack was
launched at 0600 hours by Infantry and tanks. Although some penetra-
tion of forward positions was made and two tanks came within sight of
a Regimental CP, the attack was repulsed by 0900 hours with heavy




CONFIDENTIAL

Report of .Qperations, HQ. II Corps, 10 April 1943 (Continued).

losses to the enemy. Preceded by four heavy dive bombing asssults,
the enemy attack was resumed at 1645 hours. On this second attack,
German infantry preceded the tanks. Again the 1st Division held to
its position and inflicted heavy casualties on the enemy forcing him
to withdraw by 1900 hours. Our artillery and infantry fire was deadly
to the enemy. Only nine survivors of one enemy company were seen to
escape. Air bursts were used with devastating effect.

b. During the day at least 30 enemy tanks were put out of.

action, of which 15 were later destroyed by Division Engineers. Our
losses, destroyed or put out of action, included six 155mm howitzers,
six 105mm howitzers, 24 TD half-tracks (75mm), and 7 TD M10's (3*).
The 18t Infantry Division in repulsing this strong German attack from
positions which had been prepared in a relatively short time demon-
strated clearly the ability of Infantry, properly supported, to with-
stand armored attacks supported by air, provided the defending unit
has the will to stay and fight. The performance of the lst Infantry
Division on this day was in keeping with the finest traditions of the
United States Army.

¢. Repeated attacks by 1lst Armored Division against increas-
ing resistance. Heavy losses suffered.

16. 24th MARCH:

. During night of 23-24 March and 24th March, local enemy
attacks supported by tanks were launched 211 along 1st Infantry Divi-
sion position. All of these attacks were repulsed. Cver 600 prison-
ers were taken on 23rd and 24th March.

b. 1st Armored Division attacked but owing to continued enemy
build-up east of MAKNASSY w2s unable to capture the pass, although
Infantry elements succeeded in gaining a temporary foothold. Division
ordered todiscontinue the attack and reorganize. During these attacks
considerable casualties were suffered by both sides.

¢. To insure security of GAFSA, one Medium Tank Bn., one Bn.
of Infantry from 9th Division, and one Bn. of Artillery were moved

into area between GAFSA and EL GUETTAR.

d. French on our south reported enemy entrenched BOU JERRA
opposite DJ. EDBEL. '

17. 25th MARCH:

a. Col. Benson's flank group moved to a position 12 miles
from GAFSA.
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b. Commanding General, 18th Army Group, arrived at CP and
issued instructions for future operations as follows:

(1) Use 9th Division in conjunction with 1st Infantry
Division for an attack on the GAFSA - UABES axis with a view to open-
ing the pass north of hill 369 (near Kilometer Post 110) to permit
passage of lst Armored Division. This attack to be in three phases
as follows:

(a¢) 1st Phase--Secure the road junction north of
DJEBEL BERDA and the hills north and south thereof.

(b) 2nd Phase--Secure position as far forward as the
pass between DJEBEL CHEMSI and DJEBEL BEH KREIR, thus opening the path
for the advance of 1st Armored Division to the vicinity of DJ. TEBAGA
FATNASSA.

’
(c) 3rd Phase--Advance of 1st Armored Division

through pass to DJ. TEBAGA from which it would operate against the
lines of communication of the Germans. (This phase to be initiated
only on order from 18th Army Group).

(2) To insure the integrity of MAKNASSY, one medium tank
bn., 60th CT, and two additional artillery battalions were to be left
in the vicinity of MARKNASSY.

(3) Firm base (ABIOD - SBIBA) to be moved to the line
GAFSA - SBEITLA.

(4) 34th Division to move from SBEITLA on FONDOUK.

(5) Attack to begin on 27th or 28th March depending on
when it could be mounted.

18. 26th MARCH:

Movements in preparation for attack. (9th Division to attack
on right of 1st Infantry Division),

19. 27th MARCH:
34th Division, leaving one CT less one bn. at SBEITLA, advanced
on FONDOUK with little opposition. This was the first time all four
divisions of II Corps were engaged simultaneously.

20. 28th MARCH:

a. 1st and 9th Infantry Divisions launched their attack at
daylight. Stiff resistance was encountered almost immediately from
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mixed Italian and German units, largely from the Italian Centauro
Division and elements of the 10th Panzer Division who fought in care-
fully prepared defensive positions. The enemy apparently had spent
months of work on these defenses, some of which had been blasted out
of solid rock. Extensive use of wire and mines was made. The ex-
tremely difficult terrain provided one of the most formidable ob-
stacles of all. Mere climbing of the series of jagged and barren
volcanic peaks was a feat of considerable endurance. The men literally
wore shoes and clothing to shreds. The width of the sector, and the
great difficulties of supply and evacuation--pack mules and native
burros were used extensively--were deterring factors.

b. Commanding General, 18th Army Group visited CP, II Corps,
and expressed satisfaction over progress of attack.

¢. Commanding General, lst Armored Division ordered to leave
Hgq. CC"A" at MAKNASSY to command defenses of that area. 8lst Ren. Bn.
and one Bn. of artillery ordered from MAKNASSY to olive groves west of"®
GAFSA during night 28-29 March.

21. 29th MARCH:

6. General Holmes arrived from 18th Army Group with instruc-
tions as follows:

(1) Armored elements to be launched through 1lst and 9th
Infantry Divisions during morning of 30th March.

(2) Only a portion of the 1st Armored Division to make
the attack--remainder to be located at SENED STATION and MAKNASSY.

(3) FAID PASS was to be left unguarded.

b. Col. Benson placed in command of Armored Task TForce to go
through 1st and 9th Infantry Divisions under corps control. His force
to consist of:

Two Bns. Medium Tanks

81st Rcn. Bn.

Two Armored FA Bns.

One TD Bn. (M-10)

One Co. Engrs.

One Mtzd Bn. 39th Inf. (9th Inf. Div.)

16 Self-Propelled AT-AA Mounts

(Total of 160 miles of gasoline in armored
vehicles and trains.)

¢c. Corps Artillery and artillery of the 1st and 9th Infantry
Divisions moved forward to support Benson's attack.

10
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d. 1st Armored Division harassed by enemy artillery and
small infantry attacks.

22. 30th MARCH:

6. Benson sttacked at noon and immediately ran into heavy
artillery fire and mines losing five tanks.

b. One Bn. 6th Armored Infantry ordered to join Benson.

¢. 34th Division encountering opposition.

d. 1st Bn., 1st Armored Regiment, upon arrival in theatre
from Oran where it had been reequipped, was ordered from TEBESSA to
SBEITLA.

23, 31st MARCH:

a. At 0600 hours Benson attacked with 3rd Bn., 39th iInfantry.
This Bn. attacked from a position on the right of the 1st Infantry
Division, and by noon had made contact with left of 9th Division.

b. Af 1245 hours, Benson launched combined attack of tanks

and infantry, broke through mines with loss of nine tanks and two
self-propelled TD's.

¢. 1st and 9th Infantry Divisions ordered to renew attack at
1600 hours.

d. Commanding General, 1st Armored Division ordered to put on
coordinated attack on left of MAKNASSY pusition to draw enemy away
from 1st and 9th Infantry Divisions. Attack launched at 1800 hours.

e. 8th Army reports enemy still holding AKARIT position.

f. Chief of Staff, 18th Army Group, arrived at Corps CP.

24. 1st APRIL:

2. 1st Armored Division continued attack launched 31 March.

b. Heavy enemy air attack causing many casualties among
troops in EL GUETTAR area.

¢. Benson Force again attacked but was met by heavy hostile

fire. Force withdrawn by direction Chief of Staff, 18th Army Group,
and Infantry Divisions ordered to continue attack to clear defile.

11
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d. Commanding General, 18th Army Group telegraphed that he
felt enemy in front would give way if pressure was continued. Orders
issued to 1st and 9th Infantry Divisions to initiate second phase of
operation as outlined by Commanding General, 18th Army Group, 25th
March.

e. 34th Infantry Division launched small scale Infantry
attacks and engaged in artillery duel. Considerable enemy air activity
in area.

SECTION IV - OPERATION 2ND PHASE
25. 2nd APRIL:

Second phase of the attack was started and the 1st and 9th
Infantry Divisions moved forward within their zones. Throughout the
dav, action consisted of mopping up small pockets of enemy resistance.
The Armored Force under Benson, moved forward during the aftersnoon in
order to meet a possible counterattack by the enemy. This force
established contact by reconnaissance patrols with the 1st and 9th
Infantry Divisions. At 1130 hours 32 tanks which had been seen by
artillery observers from hill 574 were taken under fire by three Bns.
of the 13th F.A. Brigade. This fire continued at intervals throughout
the day. Five direct hits were observed and personnel dispersed.
Heavy winds in the vicinity of THELEPTE airfields prevented air support
until late afternoon.

26. 3rd APRIL:

a. Attack of 1st and 9th Infantry Divisions continued in
face of stiff opposition.

5. 1st Infantry Division operating against troops identified
as Germans reached objective prior to dark.

¢. 9th Infantry Division continued to battle for hills 772
and 369, suffering many casualties from the enemy’s well-preapared
positions.

d. Benson Force remained ready to push through 1st and 9th
Infantry Divisions at the earliest opportunity.

e. Air Marshal Tedder, Lt. General Spaatz, and Brig. General
Williams, visited CP, II Corps, to confer on Air Support. At 1500
hours, during conference, CP, II Corps was bombed.

f. 1600 hours - a delegation of distinguished Turkish
officers visited CP, II Corps.

12
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£. Enemy attempted to remove disabled tanks from battlefield.
Our artillery opened fire and four tanks were observed burning. No
tanks were removed at this time.

h. Brig. Holmes, 18th Army Group arrived with directive for
future operations which was as follows:

(1) FONDOUK operation to be carried out under command
Commanding General, 9th British Corps, by 34th"U.. S. Infantry Division
considerably reinforced, 128th British Infantry 'rigade, and 6th
Armored Division.

(2) In addition to Corps Artillery groupment supporting
34th Division, one additional light FA Bn. and one Medium FA Bn. to be
dispatched to 34th Division night 4-5 April,

(3) Although FONDOUK operation now had 1st priority,
every effort to be made to contain enemy in EL GUETTAR area by con-
tinuing to threaten break-through.

(4) MAKNASSY front to be maintained aggressively, and
early warning received of enemy withdrawal.

(5) Regiment of 34th Division at SBEITLA to be relieved
by one Infantry Bn., reinforced.

(6) As soon as Eighth Army succeeded in breaking through
AKARIT position, 9th Infantry Division to move to § British Corps to
take over part of the front near the sea.

27. 4th APRIL:

6. 133rd CT ordered to join 34th Division after being
relieved at SBEITLA by 3rd Bn., 26th Infantry reinforced under command
of Colonel J. J. B. Williams, F.A.

b. 1st Derby Yeomanry ordered to join 9th British Corps after
being relieved by 9th Rcn. Troops and reconnaissance elements of 601lst
and 805th TD Bns.

¢. 9th Infantry Division continued attack on LITTOUCHI but
unable to capture objective.

d. 1lst Infantry Division conducted vigorous patrolling
during day.

e¢. Benson force operated during day against enemy strong
points, losing one tank and several men.

13
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28. Sth APRIL:

a. Evidence of considerable enemy activity observed in front
of 1st and 9th Infantry Divisions during day. Just prior to dark,
enemy tanks and artillery observed moving southeast along southern
slopes DJ. BERDA.

b, Troops disposed to meet possible enemy thrust around south
flank or to follow up enemy withdrawal should threat prove to be a
feint only.

29. 6th APRIL:

a. Early indications of withdrawal of some enemy elements
during night 5-6 April.

b. 1st and 9th Infantry Division ordered to attack and secure
general north and south line through grid easting Y41S5.

¢c. 1st Armored Division launched attack against DJEBEL
MAIZTLA and high ground to the east.

d. 1st Infantry Division gained objective prior to dark, but
9th Infantry Division suffered considerable casualties in attacking
hill 369 and failed to reach objective. 9th Division ordered to
withdraw and reorganize under cover of darkness.

¢e. Benson Force moved forward at 1400 hours and by dark had
reached north-south grid line Y-45.

f. Eighth Army attacked AKARIT position.

SECTION V - OPERATION, 3RD PHASE
APRIL:

1st Armored Division continued attack against DJEBEL
MAIZTLA.

b. Colonel Martin, British Liaison officer delivered message
from Chief of Staff, 18th Army Group, the gist of which is as follows:

That General Alexander is convinced that the big moment
has now arrived for us to give a maximumof aid to the efforts
of the British 8th Army. Thatwe must push our armor out into
EL GUETTAR section and must be prepared to accept casualties.
Everything must be done to push forward.

14
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¢c. 0930 hours--Benson ordered by Corps Commander to take his
whole force and push vigorously until he reached the Mediterranean or
until he made contact with the Germans.

d. 1610 hours--Benson Force having driven 20 miles east of
boundary between IT Corps and Eighth Army, made contact with elements
of X Corps, British Eighth Army.

e. Over 1000 prisoners taken by Benson Force.

f. 1940 hours--Brig. Holmes, of 18th Army Group, ordered that
Benson Force be halted and withdrawn west of Corps boundary.

g. Move of 9th Infantry Division from BOU CHEBKA area delayed
to not earlier than 10 April.

31. 8th APRIL:
a. Attack of 9th British Corps against FONDOUK jumped off.

b, 1st Armored Division captured DJEBEL MAIZTLA. One MG
company consisting of over 100 men was captured.

¢c. II Corps began clearing mines and establishing communi-
cation along the axis GAFSA - GABES.

d. Enemy pressure at MAKNASSY eased considerably.

e. 9th Infantry Division began movement to BOU CHEBKA area.

f. Commanding General, 1st Armored Division ordered to be
prepared to attack FAID by early morning, 10th April (time of attack
to be given later).

¢. Boundary assigned II Corps ran north and south through
high ground east of MAKNASSY, FAID, and FONDOUK. Upon inquiry by
Commanding General, II Corps, this boundary was considered to include
to II Corps eastern exit of FAID PASS.
32. 9th APRIL:

3. MAKNASSY area evacuated by enemy.

b. Benson Force moved to SBEITLA AREA for concentration with
remainder 1lst Armored Division.

c. Oth Infantry Division less 60th CT completed assembly in
BOU CHEREKA area.
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d. On receipt of orders from Commanding General, 18th Army
Group, one Bn. of Engineers less one company was dispatched to 9th
British Corps.

€. As a result of aconference between Commanding General, II
Corps, and Chief of Staff, 18th Army Group, the following instructions
were issued by Chief of Staff, 18th Army Group:

(1) II Corps to operate on extreme northof allied force.

(2) IT Corps initially to consistof 9th and 34th Infantry
Divisions (34th Division to be available after completion of FONDOUK
offensive), and one armored combat command together with necessary
corps service and supporting troops.

(3) Remainder of 1st Armored Division to train and refit,
and join II Corps later.

(4) 1st Infantry Division to be assembled and await orders
for special assignment.

(5) That if everything went well at FONDOUK, FAID attack
would not take place.

(6) 1st Armored Division to be held in SBEITLA area until
completion of FONDOUK operatjon.

(7) Proposed objective for II Corps on north front was
given as BIZERTA. Commanding General, II Corps emphasized the neces-
sity of assigning II Corps an objective important enough to assure
full recognition of the part United States Army Forces have played
during the entire Tunisian campaign.

f. Attack of 34th Infantry Division successful and 6th
Armored Division effected break-through in FONDOUK area.

33. 10th APRIL:

¢. FAID area evacuated by enemy. 1st Armored Division began
clearing pass of mines and booby traps.

b. MAKNASSY PASS cleared. Orders issued for 60th CT to
rejoin 9th Infantry Division.

¢. II Corps troops being regrouped preparatory to move north
for new offensive.

16
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SECTION VI - HIGHLIGHTS OF OPERATION

34, G-2 ACTIVITIES.~--A detailed report of G-2 activities is in
preparation and will be rendered separately.

35. OUR LOSSES'AND REPLACEMENTS:
a., Personnel Losses:

(1) During the operation, personnel losses amounted to a
total of 5893 cf which 794 were killed, 4071*wounded sariously enough
to evacuate, and 1028 missing. The total number who were wounded but
not seriously enough to evacuate is still unknown. Losses were
distributed as follows:

1ST ARMORED DIVISION

1ST INFANTRY DIVISION INCLUDING 60TH CT
K w M K w N
Officers 6 43 S 9 64 3
E. M. 120 973 154 295 1201 113
126 1016 159 304 1265 116
9TH INFANTRY DIV. (-) 34TH INFANTRY DIV.
K w M K w M
s 40 18 21 59 10
138 823 342 200 868 333
143 863 360 221 927 393

¢ Of this number, 51 have since died.

(2) Losses suffered by 1st Infantry Division on 23 March
when attacked by 10th Panzer Division amounted to 19 killed, 146
wounded and 38 missing.

b. Personmnel Replacements.--During the operation total
replacements of 159 officers and 3504 enlisted men were delivered
to units.

¢c. Nateriel Losses.--During the course of the operation,
considerable equipment was damaged or destroyed as a result of combat
but no equipment was captured by the enemy. Principal losses were
as follows:

Medium Tanks 20
Light Tanks 5
Half-track Vehicles 10

Gruneral Purpose Vehicles 30
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Artillery pieces 4
Self-Propelled Guns 15
Mortars 16
Machine Guns 24

d. 'Nateriel Replacements.--The losses listed in Par. Cuoy
above, have been largely replaced by new or repaired equipment.
Certain critical items, particularly tanks, are extremely difficult to
replace. Detailed reports of the status of equipment are now in
process, and steps are being taken to refit units with mimimum delay.

36. ENEMY LOSSES:
8. Personnel:

(1) A total of 4680 prisoners of war were taken. Of this
number, 4200 were Italians and 480 Germans.

(2) It is impossible to estimate with any degree of
accuracy the number of killed and wounded suffered by the enemy, but
they were without doubt considerable. Tales of prisoners of war and
wireless intercept indicated terrific punishment by our troops--
particularly our artillery. The German is very methodical in evacuat-
ing his dead and wounded from the battlefield. Except in the direst
emergency, he never abandons them. Therefore, when a position is
taken, there is usually little evidence to, indicate the extent he has
suffered. Likewise, the dead are rarely buried in large cemeteries
near the front. In the course of a trip from GAFSA to GABES on 8th
April, Lt. Col. Russell F. Akers, Jr., G-3 Section, this Headquarters,
noticed a considerable number of German graves along that road. These
were later investigated and found to number approximately 800.

b. Nateriel Losses by the Enemy.--It is still too early to
determine accurately the loss of equipment inflicted on the enemy.
When he withdrew to the north he was seen tn be towing a number of
vehicles and tanks. As in the case of his dead and wounded, he is
very thorough in clearing the battlefield of equipment prior to a
withdrawal. Estimated enemy equipment damaged and destroyed is as

follows: ..
GROUND TROOPS - AIR

Vehicles. . . . . . .. . 200 650
Tanks . . . . . . . . .. 69 59
Field Pieces. . . . . . . 150

* Machine Guns. . . . . . ., 150
Small Arms. . . . . . . .4000
Mortars . . . . . . . ., . 75
Ammunition. . . . . . . ,1500 tons

AT and Personnel Mines. 45000
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Planes:
Destroyed. . . . . . . 58 113
Probable . . . . . . . 53 27
Damaged. . . . . . . . 74

37. LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS.--Due to the tremendous ares over which
the operation was waged, and the wide dispersal of troops, the supply
problem was difficult from the start. As an additional handicap, the
blowing of bridges along the FERIANA - GAFSA railroad, and the KASS-
ERINE - SBEITLA railroad, both by our troops during an earlier with-
drawal and again by the Germans during their withdrawal, necessitated
the use of truck haulage for all supplies. From TEBESSA to GAFSA
daily requirements amounted to about 1000 tons. Some of the supply
problems which confronted the Corps are outlined below.

a. Quartermaster:
CLASS I

Moved from TEBESSA TO GAFSA « « « « « « « o o o o o o « o + +2214 Tons
Moved from TEBESSA to KASSERINE . « =« « ¢ « o ¢ o o « o s o » 795 Tons

CLASS III
80 Octane 87 Octane Total
Moved from TEBESSA to GAFSA . . . . . 692,080 gal. 270,430 gal.
Moved from TEBESSA to KASSERINE . . . 275,090 gal. 75,080 gal.
Total haulage in gallons. . . . . . .« « « ¢« o ¢ o « ¢« o o & .1,312,680
Total haulage in tons . . . . « ¢« o & « o ¢ o = o ¢« ¢ o o o . .4,624

SERVICES

Laundry. « « ¢ ¢ ¢« ¢« ¢ o ¢ o o o o e v e e s a4 s e . .119,785 Pieces
Sterilization and bath . . . . . . + « « +« « « « « « . o 10,151 Baths
Shoe Repair. . « « + ¢« « o « o o o o o o o o o o s o o = 5,624 Pairs
Bakery « « o o o o o o o o + s & o s e e e e s e s s o .604,800 Pounds

SALVAGE TO INCLUDE APRIL 3

Shipped to OULED RAHMOUN or CONSTANTINE. . « . « « « « « =« = .770 Tons
Salvage Materiel on Hand . . . . . . . « . + « ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢« ¢« « & .547 Tons

b. Ordnance:

AMMUNITION

Total Ammunition Moved from TEBESSA to GAFSA . . . . . . . .8,576 Tons
Total Ammunition Expenditure by Troops . . . . . « . « . . .8,226 Tons
Maximum Ammunition Handled by Amm. Co. in 24 hr. period. . . 30 Tons
per man.
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c. Engineer:

Railroad Track Constructed. . . . . . . . . . . e ¢« + + « .2 Miles
Railroad Bridges Repaired . . . . « e e . e e e e e . .2
New Roads Constructed . . . . . .. « e e e < « 70 Miles
Road Bridges Rebuilt . . . . . . . e
Road Craters Repaired . . . . . . e e e+t s s e e e e e . . 4
Mines Laid. . . . . . . e e e e e e e e e e . 23,000

d. Nedical:

(1) EVACUATION FROM DIVISIONS.--Two Medical Bns. were
utilized for this purpose but owing to long distances and rough roads
they were hard pressed. Trucks were utilized extensively in augment-
fing ambulances. Additional litter bearers were furnished from Corps
Medical units to forward units in the EL GUETTAR area to assist in
evacuating wounded at night from the mountains.

(2) HOSPITALIZATION.--The hospital facilities of the
48th Surgical, the 77th Evacuation, and the 9th Evacuation Hospitals
Proved nearly inadequate to handle the large number of casualties
during the period. It became necessary to lower the evacuation policy
on ail these units and to evacuate to the Communication Zone a large
number of casualties who might have been retained in the area until
ready to be returned to duty.

(3) TOTAL ADMISSIONS TO HOSPITALS--15 MARCH TO 10 APRIL.
(Diseased, injured, and wounded in action--including
allies and enemy) . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 6370

Died after Admission . . . 63
(4) TOTAL EVACUATED TO COMMUNICATIONS ZONE.
(5) METHOD OF EVACUATION:

By Road . . . 1742
By Air . . . . . . . . 1955
By Rail . . . . ., . . 1052

Total 4749

38. SIGNAL COMMUNICATIONS.--Signal operations during this phase
of the Tunisian Expedition were carried ont over a front of approxi-
mately 170 kilometers wide and 120 kjilometers deep. A few of the
highlights of achievements accomplished by signal troops are as
follows:
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3, Fire:

Wire miles rehabilitated . . . . . . . . . . . .4674 Miles
Total construction wire miles (rehabilitation) . 582 Miles
Poles set (rehabilitation) . . . . . . . . . . . 750 Miles
Circuit miles (maintained) . . . . . . . . . . .2337 Miles
Wire miles British Multi-Airline constructed . . 420 Miles
Miles installed of Spiral Four Cable . . . . . . 65 Miles

b. PRadio:

(1) At one stage of the operation, eight radio circuits
were operated from the Corps CP. These circuits included twenty-nine
radio stations scattered throughout TUNISIA.

(2) As special forces were set up, it was necessary to
furnish radio and cipher teams to units in which these were not
organically included. At one time a total of six radio teams from the
5§3rd Signal Bn. were serving with other headquarters.

(3) Radio traffic was consistently maintained over great
distances. The maximum distance over which a circuit was operated was
450 miles.

c. Signal Centers.--Because of the wide front and the
necessity for Corps control of the long lines, it became essential
that we install and operate signal centers at the key points within
the area. Signal centers consist essentially of a switchboard, a
message center transfer point, and messenger service. At one time we
had as many as five of these signal centers operating over the area in
addition to the normal CP installations. They proved to be invaluable
because units of the Corps soon learned to look for them and tie
themselves into the communication system very shortly after they
arrived at any new location.

d. Nessenger Service.--Because of the long distances between
the various headquarters, there was an unusually heavy load on the
motor messenger service. During part of the operation, the Corps
messengers were making a 300 kilometer round trip to the flank divi-
sion. This brought up the necessity for Cub plane messenger service
and it has been so recommended.

e. Pigeon Service.--During the operation, pigeon service was
available from front line units back to lofts in FERIANA and TEBESSA.
A pigeon messenger brought back the first news of the re-occupation
of GAFSA.
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39. ARTILLERY:
a. Organization for Combat:

(1) 1st Inf. Division: 3 light battalions, 10Smm how-
itzer.
1 medium battalion, 155mm how-
itzer.

(2) 9th Inf. Division: 3 light battalions, 10Smm how-
itzer.
1 medium battalion, 155mm how-
itzer.

(3) 34th Inf. Division: 3 light battalions, Br. 25
pounder.
2 medium battalions, 155mm how-
itzer.
1 heavy battalion, 15Smm gun.

(4) 1st Armd Division: 7 light battalions, 10Smm how-
itzer. (6 of these armd and one
towed 105mm howitzer).

(2 armd FA Bns. were later de-
tached and placed in support of
Benson Force operating under
Corps control).

(5) Corps Artillery: 1 heavy battalion, 155mm gun .
2 medium battalions, 155mm how- N
itzer.

1 Obsn. battalion

(6) Total number of guns: Ileavy - 24
Med. - 72
Light -228

b, Ammunition expended.-~(Does not include Artillery of
34th Div.)
105 How 155 How 155 Gun
Total expended . , . . . . 138,267 14,916 3,953
Maximum in one day. . . . 20,001 2,775 545
Average per day . . . . . . 5,761 622 165
Number guns . . . . . . . . 206 48 24
Maximum per gun one day . . 97 58 23
Average per gun per day . . 28 13 7
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¢c. Results accomplished:

(1) Casualties caused by artillery fire cannot be deter-
mined but prisoners of war report that the massed fires of our artil-
lery was morale-shattering even to battle-wise veterans. They also
reported that our time shell caused an unusual number of casualties.

(2) Counterbattery fire was very successful throughout
the engagement. Batteries were located quickly by our observers and
silenced in short order.

(a) The work of the 1st Obsn Bn 13th F.A. Brigade
was outstanding throughout all phases of the operation. Prior to the
attack of the 1st Infantry Division on 17 March, small survey parties
worked well forward in the face of hostile rssistance and effected an
accurate survey control which was effectively used by the Division
Artillery during the early phase of the operation.

(b) This unit continued to carry forward the
established survey control with the progress of the action. Upon ar-
rival of the 9th Infantry Division and a portion of the 13th F.A.
Brigade for the ensuing phases of the operation, a common survey
control was established for all artillery units within the sector.

(c) Aggressive observers, situated on vantage
points well to the front with excellent communications, were able to
adjust artillery fire on important targets for artillery units of the
1st and 9th Infantry Divisions as well as for units of the Corps
Artillery Brigade. Flash and Sound eqguipment installed at these
observing points furnished accurate counterbattery data for use by the
Corps Counterbattery Section.

(d) In addition, the observation facilities of this
unit furnished valuable information relative to the location of
friendly front line infantry units with respect to the survey control
established within division areas. This data in the form of coordi-
nate locations was accomplished, after prearrangement, through the use
of flares fired by infantry units and observed and plotted at the
Observation Battalion OP’'s. This service was of vital importance
inasmuch as the rugged terrain over which front line units were
operating rendered exact location of Infantry positions an almost
impossibility due to the inaccuracy of maps available.

(3) By massing the fires of five or six battalions on
tank concentrations we were able to stop their attacks almost as soon
as they formed up. At no time during the engagement were enemy tanks
able to pass through the artillery and tank destroyer fire and overrun
our infantry.
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(4) A well-organized system of communications and survey
made it possible to centralize under the Corps Artillery Officer the
control of all artillery, except that supporting the 1lst Armored
Division at MAKNASSY sector and that supporting the 34th Division in
its advance on FONDOUK. This system was so flexible that any observer
in the EL GUETTAR sector could adjust any battery in the Corps and
bring the fires of all artillery in the Corps to bear on the adjusted
point if the target called for such amass of fire. The centralization
of the artillery in no way interfered with the mission of battalion
commanders to give close support to the infantry. On the other hand,
it did permit battalion commanders to call for and get additional
artillery support at any time.

(5) In the MAKNASSY area seven battalions of light
artillery reinforced by a battery of 155mm M-1 guns performed direct
and general support missions and counterbattery, all of which were
performed with effectiveness. The 155mm M-1 guns were particularly
effective in denying the MAZZOUNA Airfield to enemy aircraft. Some
enemy planes were destroyed shortly after landing on the field. The
German 170mm with a range capability of 32,000 yards was the only
enemy weapon in the area that could not be effectively neutralized.

d. Detailed Report.--A detailed report of employment of field

artillery will be submitted to CG, Army Ground Forces at a later date.
40. SUPPORT OF OPERATIONS BY XII AIR SUPPORT COMMAND:

Our operation during the entire period was brilliantly sup-
ported by the XII Air Support Command. Missions were flown under the
most difficult of conditions, and every effort was made to furnish II
Corps close and continuous air support. A more detailed report of the
achievements of this fine organization is undoubtedly in the process
of preparation.

SECTION VII - RESULTS OF OPERATION

41. DIRECTIVE FOR OPERATION.--Under authority letter 2 March, Hqg.
British First Army, II Corps was directed to prepare an offensive to
begin about 15 March and designed to: (1) Draw off reserves from
Eighth Army; (2) To enable air forces to utilize forward airfields,
and (3) To provide a forward maintenance centre from which mobile
forces of Eighth Army could draw to maintain the momentum of their
advance. Specific objectives were assjigned as follows:

a. Capture and securing of GAFSA.

b. Operation towards MAKNASSY in order to threaten enemy line
of communication from GABES.
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¢c. Outposting of THELEPTE airfields prior to 15 March to
permit fighter aircraft to operate from them.

d. To hold securely the passes between inclusive ABIOD and
SBIBA. Supplementary instructions were issued throughout operation,
but these did not change the basic mission given II Corps.

42. MISSION ACCOMPLISHED:

a. Airfields.--Airfields were outposted prior to 15 March.
Our air forces operated from these airfields throughout operation
without threat of ground attack.

b, Firm Base.--The passes inclusive ABIOD to SBIBA were held
by us throughout the operation and never threatened.

¢c. GAFSA.~-GAFSA was captured by 1st Infantry Division 17
March. EL GUETTAR 12 miles southeast of GAFSA, was occupied on 18
March. Shortly thereafter supplies began moving into GAFSA for the
British Eighth Army. GAFSA was securely held throughout the operation.

d. NAEKNASSY.--The operation of the 1st Armored Division
towards MAKNASSY so_as to threaten enemy’'s line of communication was
launched on schedule and MAKNASSY was captured on 22 March. Although
the heights east of MAKNASSY were never completely taken, the 1st
Armored Division continued to threaten enemy's line of communication
and hold in that area a large number of enemy troops which might have
been engaged elsewhere.

e. TOTAL ENEMY FORCES ENGAGED.--Including the operation of
the lst and 9th Infantry Divisions and armored elements in the EL
GUETTAR area, the lst Armored Division attacks in the MAKNASSY area,
and the advance of the 34th Infantry Division under II Corps control
on FONDOUK, it is conservatively estimated that a total of 37,000
enemy combat troops were engaged by II Corps and rendered unavailable
for service elsewhere. These were disposed as follows:

L__,,//17 (1) EL GUETTAR.--Centauro Division, 2/3 10th Panzer

Division, one Combat Command 21st Panzer Division, reinforced by
smaller combat units for a total of 19,600.

(2) MAKNASSY.--50th Special Brigade, 1/3 10th Panzer
Division, Regt. 104th PGR, 501st Panzer Battation, KOB, $§80th Rcn.

Bn., elements 70th Bersaglieri, and smaller units for a total of 10,700,

(3) FAID.--Two battalions (one tank and one infantry)-
1,200.
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(4) FONDOUK. --Elements of 999th Division, 2 Marsch
Battalions, one Arab volunteer battalion, German Reconnaissance units,
24th Battalion 5th Bersaglieri, Battalion of 774th Regt. (Italjan),
Battalion of Superga Division, and smaller units for a total of 5,250.
The above figures do not include, of course, the considerable number
of enemy aircraft which the enemy operated against units of the II
Corps, and which were not available for service elsewhere.

43. CONDUCT OF TROOPS.--The conduct of our troops under the most
difficult of terrain obstacles, and in the face of a crafty and
experienced enemy operating from carefully prepared positions, was
courageous and unfaltering. Their valorous conquest have caused the
enemy to fear them. Likewise their courageous expolits have earned
for them the respect of their brothers in arms of other nations.
By their deeds of the past twenty-five days they have added luster to
the imperishable laurels and proud record of the United States Army.

G. S. PATTON, JR.,
Lt. General, U. S. Army,
Commanding.
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SECTION II - OUSSELTIA VALIEY ~ SENED DIVERSION

SCECTION III - SIDI BOU ZID - GAFSA ) .
SECTION IV ~ KASSERINE VALLEY TilUST 7
SECTION V = ADKINISTRATIVE

- Raport of Oporations II Corpes fram 1 January 1543 to 1S March 1943 is
horely submittod in campliancc with paragraph 10, AR 345-105; :

WA

e

SECTION I - THE SATIN Task Fonce RE 3 m |

le Hqe II Corps, undor verbal authority AFHQ, was selected fo filhn amdl--
oaxocutc operation SATIN. Tho initial studios for operation SATIN priow to
1 January 1943 were preparud by Fifth Army under the direction of ATH),

. 2 The II Corps staff assembled for thc planning of Operation SAPIN is
, of 2400 hours, 31 Decumbor 1942 at the Alexandor Hotel, City of Alglers,

Jon its arrival at Algiers, thc staff was given the mission of propesring .
vhrce plang; "A", "B%, and "C", Final choicc as to which of tho throo plans: |
"A", "B%, or "C", to bc put into cffect was to be madc by the C=in-C, AFHQ.
Flans "A%, “B", add "C" all roquired an initial concentration of the SATTN
TASK FORCE in thc TEBCSSA - KASSERLIC arva. In Plan "A", thc SATIN TASK FORCE
28 to slese and hold thc Port of SFAX, prupared to operate northwest im the
dircciion of SOUSSE. In Plan "B", the SATIN TASK FORCE was to"sieze amd hold
G.5.5, preparcd to opcrate north toward SFAX. In Plan "C" the SATIN TASK
rORCE wy@ %0 advancc on and capturc KAIROUANl. After sccuring KATROUAN C
forcc was to advance on and capturc SOUSSE, being propared to destroy &w :
Port, bridgus, utilitius, ctc., if forccd to withdraw.

Je The SATIN T.SK FORCZ was dircctly under the command of AFIQ as of
1 January 19L3. Por this operation, th. forcc consistcd of the following
major units;

lleadquarters II Corps
1st /irmorcd Division plus 701st TD Bn.
hh»}rd CA Bno ("l Plato Dt!'}' A) am 2nd Bno, 16th UOdo RO“O
attachud,
26th RCT plus Sth F.A. Bn. and 501st TD Bn. attached
XII Air Support Command. ' ‘
Supporting troops consistud of thu French Constantine Division, J
2’ Vo "
be D-Day for th. .x.cution of tho SATIN OPERATION was tentatively set e
for 22 Jamuary 1943. Prior to D-Day, thc cnomy rushed roinforcements andilll & . |

e
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' : .
supplies to Tunisia via T'NiIS, BI ..NT7, SOUSS. aad SI'ASL, Lnemy reinforce~
wents were arriving at tie rate .. a,.roxinmately 800 per day, pri..ci-ally
by air. Supplies vicre s.dpped by sea aid so.e supplies were _ranc-siipped
fron SPAX and SOUSST to TRIPCLI for the use of RO..EL'S AfRINA CCUFS witch
.\v:as hard-pressed by the 3ritish lighth Army. The energ's intoniion at
this time was to lieep the eastern coast plains from TU.IIS to TRIPCLI open

"for a joining of the TUiSIaii forces and the AFRIKA CORPS. A north and
souti. range of nouatains, knowa as the &/.STUR.i DORSALD, overlooks this
coastal corridor. Prior to D=Day the enemy's defensc of the ZASTLDI DORSAIC
in the proposed SATIil TASK FORCC zone of action was based ;enerally on the
occupation of a series of dctached positions commancing the lfour imain approach-
. es at FODOUK, DJEBCL KRECIZZ!, :'AKNASSY, and EL GUCTTAR. Behind these out-
posts, as of 10 Janauary, at BOU TIADI and at LA TCUCIIZRIE, were approx-
 inately two battalions of mixed German and Italian troops. These battalions
were capable of reinforcing the outposts within 12 hours. Enery reinforce-
nents coutinued to arrive at the rate of approximately 800 per day. ’

5. On S January 1943, the SATI Staff moved from ALGICRS to COI!STAIT-

LE to continue plans of the SATI:! Operation. 7hile the plans were being
dramn from 1 January to 17 Jamuary, troops under the SATIN TASK ICRCE were
soved to initial concentration areas behind the British First Army. Thest
areas werc as follows: 1st Armorod Division in the arcas TCBOUSOUK and
oD SEGUIN; 26tk BC] in the areas QUELIA and AT M'LILA; and service troops
in the areas COISTANTINE and TSBESSA. These concontrations were preparatoiy
to concentration in the FZBESSA - KASSERINE arca. A secondary mission of _

_ the lines of comxanications for the British First Army was assigncd
to the SATIN troopd in these areas. A small infantry and paratroop
force under Co Raff was at tiis time operating in the GAFSA - EL GUET-

! 6. Whlle the above concentrations were goin; on, a reserve of 10 days'
supplies of all classes was built up in the TEBESSA - KASSLRIIE area prio:
to DDay. @Sepplics were dravn {rom the British First Armmy and from the
ORA:! and ALGIERS arcas. The SATII. TASK FORCE assumed the responsibility
for sdinistration cast of the line TEBESSA - lIORSOTT.

% An engincer dopot was ostablished in the vicinity of TEBESSA prior
to D-Day. WVater supply was tho rosponsibility of counanders concerned,
with information as to available wator supply points baing furnished by *
the Enjineer Officor. Wwator distributing points wire ocstablished after D-

Day by the Water Supply Company,

8. Initially, an :vacuation hospital and medical supply depot were
ostablishod in the vicinity of COSTANTIUE. Onc medical battalion was os-
tablished under Corps control in thc vicinity of TERECSSA and a sccond medi~
c3) battalion wes attached to the lst Armoyed Division.

: 9. The SATIN TASK FORCZ armunition supply vpoint was cstablished at
TERESSA and maintained a stock of four units of fire. Forwvard carmnition

" supply points wore cstablished close behind combat troops throughout opora-
tions and & one~wnit-of-fire level maintained. The Provisional Ordnance
Group provided balancod ordnance .aintenance service to all units. Ten

. 4p* Class I amd Class III supplios were assombled in TEBZISSA and a signal

‘Gepph ostablished prio'o D-Day.
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- 10, 3fiective dark, 17 January, SATIN FORCE troops bogan movemont
from QRSTANTIME = GUELIA area to TIBISSA - KASSERTNE - SBIITIA area. Jwd
Bn., 26th Inf., reiaforced, vas in GAFSA arca and 2nd Bn., 26th Inf, &b -
KASSURINB,

11. Enomy ground forces during 17 January to 21 January in the Seotow
of the line FONDOUK to GADES (inclusive) woro o#timeted to be equivalent
to enc strong division cogposed of Italian Infantry and armored elemonts
reiaforced by minor clumants of Garman infantry and armored fogoes. The
scals of enemy reinforcemonts remained constant at about 800 per dsy. Ar-
mored sirength in this area was about 100 to 115 light and medium tanks
exclusive of the tank strongth of the 10th Panser Division which was nerth
of KATROUAN. On 21 January, incidontally, one day prior to SATIN D=Day,
the enemy successfully disrupted tho Fronch front, secured PONT DU FLHS
and penctrated dowm the PONT DU FAHS - ROBAA VALLEY. AFIQ irmodiately or-
dered a postponement of tho execution of SATIN Operation. Due to the adove,
Geincral vard, commanding the lst Armored Division, initiated a rocomnais-
sance by direction of Gencral Fredundall and recomsended that tho SATIN
Plan bc carried out as of the 22 January as planned with minor altesations
to meet tho changed situation. ' '

SECTION II - OUSSELTIA VALLEY = STNED DIVIRSION

1. A directiw issued 1200 hours, 21 January, by AFHQ, signed by
Cencral Truscott was roccived. A swmary of this diroctive was as follors:
"Following mcasures will be implcnunted immediately to chuck German of fon-
sive. Elcments First Arny under British command will oparate southoast
and south in direction ROBAA and OUED &L KEBIR northcass of ROBAA to cut
off and olock encmy advance. Goneral Robincttts Force (CC"B", 1lst Armd.
Div.) is placed under comaand General Juin for operations cast or wost of
GRAIDE DORSILE as situation requires. This forcc will be crployod as com-
plete unit undcer General Robinett and not split into detachmonts. Genercl
Juin will notify all concerucd as carly as possiblc of mission assignod to
this force. Gencral Frodendall will reconstitute reserve including armored
units and artillery in arca SBIITLA to be cuploycd under s cormiand 4n sun-
port of French scctors FCIIDOUK and PICEON. Operations arec being coordinated
7ith General Juin.®

2. To meet this threat from thc north, CC'B" was dispatched to tne
CULSCLTIA ValLil. 2nd Bn., 26th Infantry (plus 33rd FA Bn.) marched to
I'AKT.R night 21-22 January. General tJard rcconstitutod a force from the
1lst irmored Division at SBCITLA similar to CCYB", night 21-22 January, pro-
parod to attack FOIDOUK 23 January and observing FOHDOUK, 1'AKHASSY and
approaches to GiFSA from GABES. With the dissolution of the S.TI!l PORCCS,
the junction of tiie AFRIKi CORPS and the cnemy forces in Tunisia bocams
incvitable.

3. Colonel Fccict, counanding infantry troops in OUSSELTIA VALLEY
arca, assumbled iis force in the vicinity of :{\KTAR. The 2nd Bn., 26th
Infantry and 33rd Fi Bn. rcached MiKTaR by doylight, 22 January. The lst
Bn., 16th Inf., marched from GU_LIA to !AKTAR night 22-23 January. Combat
Comuand "A" had assumbled in tiic vicinity of SBOITLA by daylight, 22 January.
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* Report of Operations, liq II Corps, 2 May 1943 (Continued).

Lh. In compliancc with lotter, AFHQ Advanced Comnand Post, datod 2l Janu-

ary 1943, tho II Corps (SATIN FORCZ) was attached to thc British First Army
aiad the Corianding General, Britisih First Arry, Gonoral Anderson, made rospon-
sible for tiw orployment of American troops in accordance with cancral policios
wade lmown by the C-in=C. In accordance with lst Army Instruction No. 11, Com-
mandiag Genural, II Corps, assumed cormand of ground troops of all threc nation-
alities opcrating south of tlic zoncral line all exclusive HORSOTT - TIALA =
S3I3\ all inclusive DJ TROZZi. = FOUDOUK - SIDI AMOR L KENANI thence cxclusive

Jof £OUSS: and north of the goneral 1line exclusive the line of the CHOTTS to
© G.NES. The mission of II Corps.as defined by .iF1IQ was tho protection of the
right flank of the Allied Forcus in Tunisia.

S. In addition to the Amcrican Infantry and Armored Forcus in the OUSSEL-
TIA V.iLLEY, there were approximately two Bns. of French Infantry in position
on DJEBEL BARGOU. Thuse troops wiere also placed under the comiiand of Colonel
Fcelict. “General Robinett was in command of the armored units.

6. On 26 Januery, the 26th CT attacked KAIROUAN PASS in the OUSSELTIA
V.LLIY and took 4OO Italian Prisoncrs. 16th RCT less 1lst and 2nd Bns. and 7th
Fii B:e bivouaced east of iliXTiR. CC"B" was in contact with the encmy and hold-
ing along the KAIROU.LI-OUSS_LTIA road. Patrols to [L\USOLLIE and KARACIL.UL cone-
tacted the British at IAUSQLLEE.

7. During thcse operations in the OUSSELTIA VALLEY, the cncmy cloarly con-
trollcd tie skies. He usually made raids over our positions at 0800 hrs., 1200
lirs., and 1500 hrs. 1In onc raid alone, six of our trucks wcre lost.

8. On the 28th of Jenuary, 26th CT vicinity of OUSSELTL. engaged cnermy
forccs cast of the pass tiwrough the Z.STERY DORSLLE and took 70 Italian prisoners.

9. On 30 January by 1500 hours, the OUSSELTL. V..LLEY had becn clcared of
cnouay troops to the QUSSCLTL.. - KATROU.: road and tie castcern slope of BEK
Z2o070US. oneomy positions wiere roportcd on the north slope of DJEBEL TOUIL..
The cnenyy left many scattured and unmarked rdne ficlds behind hio indieating
that e ad no intention of rcsuming hiis push through the PONT-DU-T.AHS, ROB.LL
and OQUSSELTI.. V.LLEY. Thc cvnamy, {caring an allied counterthrust up the OUs-
STLTILL VL.LLEY dug defensive positions cowvering tic northern exit from the val-
lcy.

10, ‘Mhile tie forces under Coloncl Fechet aad General Robinett vere
assenbling in thce ROBL. - QUSSCILTI.. area, patrols from the Italian garrison at
1.U3L.SSY bccame active in tihe SCENCD ST..TICH arca.

11. oOn 2L Jonuary, the 1st ..rmored Division less doetachments made a re-
coiliaissance in forcc froa CAFS.. toward (1K L.SSY. This force advanced halfinay
betwicen S_ED and !LKIL.SSY, made contact with the cneny and captured threc trucks,
20 Cernen PW's and 130 Italian Pu's. Tiie 1lst .irmored Division lost two mediun
tonks, two werc killud and trhrce srounded. By the 28th of January, there was
incrcased cneuy activity in the EL GUETT.R arcza. The French outpost tncre had
boen attacked by o sacll Gernman notorcycle patrol.

12, .5 tiic CUSSZLTIL V..LLEY had boun cleoared of tiic cneryy, CC"B" was with-
dravin ~nd noved to DO C.IBK. during the night 23-29 J-nuary and the Stack
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forec (CC"C") consisting of one battalicn of medium tanks, one battalion infan-
try, and one battalion field artillery, moved to GAFS. to recinforce the 3rd
Bn., 26th Infantry, which was still garrisoning GAFS... The 26th RCT (-2 bns.)
1roved to SB.TTIA. }

13. On the 30th of January, the Germans initiated an at.ack a zinst the
rreuch positions at I'\ID. CC"A" under General [cQuillan, and the 26th RCT
(=2 bns,.) narcined from SBEITLA to reinforce the hard-pressed French parrison
at FTAID. Tiic XII ASC Lombed and strafed cnemy colurns attacking FAID continu-
>usly. As of 1700 hrs., 30 Juanuary, thc small French force carrisoned at FAID
vere reported to be still holding FAID, but tlie cneny had infiltrated units
to the south and rear of the French positions. By daylight, 31 January, CC"A"

~reached its forward asscnbly areas wiest of FAID and launched an attack against

tl.c enomy positions at FAID. At last light on the 31st, the north prong of
CC"A"™'s attack had reached the enciyy positions which were dug in the foothills
aortia of FAID. The soutli prong of CC".i"'s attack had advanced north from
ZEPLON along the cast side of DJEBEL BOU DZER and had rcached the village of
F.ID. Throughout thc 1st and 2nd of February, CC"A" and the 26th RCT attacked
to restorc the FAID positions. Little progress was made. The eaemy remained
in possession of the high ground coir 2ading FAID PASS. CCUA" had sone forccs
to tiic south of this pass while the Freiach also still retained a iow positions
coutih of tiue pass. On the 3rd there was a 1lull in tic fighting in the viein+;
of' TaID and General ..cQuillan regrouped his troops for another assault on T..™D
T.is assault failed to restorc the FAID positions. Active coatact wwith the
2nei T Vas ainteined. The 26th RCT (-2 Bns.) was withdravm fron this position
21 J rebruary and on the 10th the responsibility for the defensc of the FAID
aooroach was assigned to Ganeral ‘jard, cormanding the 1st irmored Division.

1k, The defense of the F.ID approach by Goneral Ward will be trecated
s .parately under Scection III of tiis report. In thc meantimc » as this battle
of FAID was in progress, the forces stationed at GAFSA began an attack azainst
TAINLSSY. B

15. Due to the increased activity in the vicinity of EL GUETTAR on the
28tl. of January, CC"C" under Colonel Stack moved fron BOU CHIBKA to G.AFS.\.
when CC"." marched on the 30th of January, to relieve the hard-pressed French
ct F.ID, CC"C" also marched toward [,ID from G.FSA to reinforce the French
carrison. As CC"C" was marching, however, orders werce received from lst army
to attack and seize ILKMASSY. CC"G!, therefore was turned south at SIDI BOU
ZID along the road to LAKMASSY and the lst Armored Divisioa less ccran, cc"s",
and the Stack Force but reinforced by the 1st Bn. » 168th Infantry, moved fron
BOU CHIBK. to GiFS..,, closing therc at daylight 31 January. Froa G.FS. ccrpn,
con.anded by Coloncl liaraist, and consisting of a battalion of modium tanks,

a battalion of the 168th Infantry, and a battalion of armorad ficld artiliers,
advanced on KIASSY. Reconuaissance cle.xnts of this force passed ST..TION
4i7I0UCH at O745 hours, 31 Jawary without coatacting the cneny.  As of 1700
hours, CC"D" was attacking cacmy positions at S'D. This position had beea
ruinforeed by 18 truckloads of cnamy infantry during the aftcrnoon. By dark,
roconnaissance cloments had roachud within 8 miles of !AKHASSY. The XII .SC »
meanwhilc, bombed onomy concentrations at BOU TiuDI and at JLKLLSSY, reporting
many cncmy vohiclos damcged. During the niglhit 31-1 February, the 2nd Bn., 16Sth
Infantry and the 175th F.. Bn. ruiiiforced CC"D" for 2 coordinatcd attack on SENFD
at deylight. By 0916 hours, CC"C" hnd arrived at the DJ :..IZIL. PASS and was
hoading south to join CC"D®. CC"D" attacked ST.TION SENED at 1100 hours and
had captured ST..TIOl SCIED by 1405 hours. Patrols from CC*C" and
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CCU"D™ mot “n %o DJ LU LI, 275 as of 1LL0 n~urs. B aark, CC"D" had captured
3.7 and the 168th nCT kad orianized ti.. aigh ground twe .dles cast of STATIC
SL.ZD for vofcense. Over 100 Fiits were taken in ti o vicinity of SU D). Throughe
out thc doyr, encry dive-bo.bers repeatedly attaeked our trcons netweun C..FS.a
and S 1D,

16. .lthouyh the cnay had definitely @dven up any idoa o avteupting te

~coie through the OUSSCLTZ.. V.IIZY 2-ain after his alinost disastrous dcfcat by

CC"B", &ir reconnaissancc reporied cineiyy cancontrations cast of tie ILVIROULT -
¢ SSJLTL. pass and inuxpericnced troops wire wire wundul;s zlarncl by their Prox-
imdty to the cnceny greatlys cxagoerated reports of cnewy ground an. 2ir activit:.
3ased on this: reports, ticrefore, a message frou lst British roy rocoived

at 1L19 hours, 1 Fooruary, dircctid ihat ongagenents at 500D and PLIGLSSY arcas
Jv 2iscontinued as soon as possidble, that an . ffort be nade to cloar up cnarg-
20sitioas in the FAID arca, and that the maximun nossible force be concuntra-
led in a nobile ros.rve positiona ia the arca of I.DJZB IL ICU", Ia comdlianc:
vith this order, CC"3" roved fron BOU C!I{IMK. to L.DJCB ZL ..IQU imnediatelr,
aad later froir 'U.DJSR CL LIOU to lLKT.R during thu night 2-3 Fobruery., (1lst
armored Division less com..v, cc"p", CC"C", and CC'D" moved tc SHIITL. night

2=3 February.) During the night 3= Fibruary, all forces .xcipt a reinforced
infontry battalion (3rd Bn., 26th) wore withdram fron the G.TS. arca.

17. The frequent redisposition of forces and the lons marches caused
tacreby had a great influcnce on the outcome of tho oncrations described in
Scetion IIT of this report. (C"E" :nd the 1st ..rmorcd Division shiftcd to the
aorth.  During the night 3-L Fobruary, the 168th CT gove up its ‘:ard-won vo-
sitions at SE'ED and noved to SBTITL.. GCMDY idthdrow from the *LUNASSY arca
and woved to BOU CliiBlL.. By the Lth of February all the ronaining, oloments
ot SE"ZD had wvithdravm to G.FS.. The 1st Bn., 17th F.. rmowved during the night
3-L Fcbruary to BOU CILBK. and 1st Bn. s 168th Infantry moved from G.FS.. to
J“RLdi. The folloving moves were made during the night L-5 February: 163ih
infantry (-onu battalion) from G.FS.. via FIRI..\L. » JCU CITZDKL to SRLITL.. 1st
Xley 17th F.., from BOU CHIBK. to S3EITL.. 1lst Ren. Troop from SIDI »0OU ZID
to ILKT.R to join thc 1st J:nfa.nt.ry vivision, 1st Derbyshire Ycomanry from
iLLul DJERD. to SIDI 30U ZID, B Btry and D Btry, 213th C.. wore noved from
C.FS.. to SBLITL.. During thc night 7-8 February, the followin;’ noves were mado:
1st Bn., 168th Infantry, noved froa SBXITL. to FERI.IL.. 138th Infantry (less
1st and 2nd Bns,) and 2nd Bn., 17ti F... moved from SBCITL. to SIDI 130U <ID,
and the 1st Derbyshire Ycomanry méved from SIDI BOU ZID to G.FS... During the
night 8-9 Fobruary, the 26th RCT (less 2 Bns.) woved from SIDI 30U ZID to
SRLLL and the 1st Ranger Bottalion arrived in the TE3ESS.. arca. During the
night 9-10 February the lst Ranger Battalion » 3try C, 213th C. Regt., and Co.
B, 805th: TD Bn. moved to GiFS.i. During tic nipht 10-11 February the 805th TD
3n. moved from BOU CITCBK. to FCRILIL..

SECTION III - SIDI BOU ZID - G.iFS.

1. With the .frika Corps rapidly falling back fram TRIPOLI to Jjoin von
wrnim's forces in TUIIISI., and the ..1liced line over-stretched in its attempt
to orevunt the junction of thesc two forecs » 1t becano apparunt that thc cnemy
was going to make a final thrust to disrupt the ..llicd time table. On the 5th
of Fubruary, a largv aumber of encmy vchicles wuore raported 15 miles cast of
CAFS.. on tho QI'S. = G.BES Road. On tho 9th, seven or vight enemy tanks from

- SBCRET -~

-

Sy
.



.ot SOGITLA and came under the cormand of the lst \rmored Division for thc dc-
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the direction of LIAI2LISSY approached to within four or five miles of GAFSA and
heavy motor movements were observed on the GUN TREZE ROAD. Four or {ive Italian
arméred cars and one motorcycle approached HMDILL,: and drowvs the french back '
lightly to the north.

2. To investigate the cneny's intentions in the vicinity of GAFS. and
F.ID, active reconnaissance was initiated by our forces. .\ light nobile force
supported by air was dispatched from GiFSA to investigate the strungth of the
cnemy in ti:e vicinity of ZiiLioUCi, This force moved as far east as STATIO!N

LiED without contact with the encmy. A small mobile force sent froi G.FSa
casily rostored the situation at iDILLA. The cnemy met our patrols in the
vicinity of FAID with a withering fire. Elcmcents of the .ifrika Corps wore

id~7t.fied in this area,

*/ 3. is stated in Section II of this rcport, on 11 February the responsi-
0ility for the defonse of the FAID position was asuigned to General iard,
Coamanding tho 1lst \rmored Division., Thc schcme of defense was to hold the

tvo key terrain featurcs, DJ. KSAIRL on the south and DJ. LECSOUD. on the north

5y orjanizing infantry islonds of resistance on these two positions. These
positions worc not mutually supporting for antitank and small arms fires. .\ .
nobile reserve was held in a position of readincss in the vicinity of SIDI 3BOU
ZID. During the night 11-12 Fcbruary, the 701st TD Bn. (-. and B Cos,) arrived

Tcnse of the FLID positions. During thc afternoon of 13 February the C-in-C
visited tho F.ID positions and had a conference with General .nderson, British
First ..rmy Cormander.

: ki .t daylight on the lith of February, tho encmy attacked our positions __
in front of F.ID. The positions on DJ. LESSOUD. wore attacked by artillery
fire, infantry, and approxdmatoly thirty unamy tanks. Tho FONDOUK and G.FS.\
arcas were quiet. .s of 0920 hrs, the 3rd Battalion, 1lst ..rmored Regiment
with two batturios, 91st F.. Bn., launched a counterattack and bocame heavily
cngaged with cnumy tanks between SIDI BOU ZID and DJ., LESSOUD.. By 1300 hours,
the 31d Battalion, 1st .rmored Rogiment, had suffered 50% tank casualtics.

By 1700 hours unumy tanks had overrun “B" Battery, 91st F\ Bn., northwest of
the ‘IJ. L3SSOUD. positiom.. Enemy infantry moved from F.ID to SIDI BOU 4ID in
trucks ané the position od DJ. LESSOUD. was completuly surrounded by the enomy.
The 3rd Bastalion, 1lst ..rmored Rogiment was pushed back southwest of SIDI BOU
ZID with both flanks threatunod from tho north and the south. Thoe XII .i»
Suoport Comnand successfully attacked uncmy tank and truck columns throughout
the day. .s & result of thesc oporations, and aftor repuated requests, tho
Arey Comandor ordorod thc 2nd Battalion, lst .rmored Regiment from CC"B® at
inKBR t0 the 1st irmorod Divisiom at F.ID.

« S. Duc to tho eritical situation at FAID, the force of /,norican and
Fronsh Sroops at GirS.. was withdramn to positions in the vicinity of FERL.L
dovihg 4ho night of 14-15 February. it daylicht on the 15th, the lst irmorod

“Mlvision Jounched & commterattasck botwoen DJEBRSL HiliR\ and DJEBEL ILISSNDA.

T 0L Infemtry st1ll held the hoights of DVIB:L LESSOUD. amd DUEBKL KB.IR..
m Dtirilidding Gonoral, 3t Armored Division, was dirocted to cffect the with-
of’ thode trvopy $0 positioms dofonding the KiSSTRINZ PasS. By 1535 hrs.,
tho 2nd Battalion, lst Jtenwed Ragimmt had yeached the outaiists of SIDI. POU
ZID attampting to takc the tom and offect tho rolief of the 168th Infantry.
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150 1en from the 2nd Battalion » 160th Infantry, on DJEBCL 1.2SSOUD. nanaged to
withdraw to DJCBEL iuuiRa. The 3rd Jattalion, 168th Infantry, still held DJTRZL
i:.S.IR.. Contact was lost with both the 168th: Infantry and the 2nd Bn., 1lst
wraored Reginent, vhich was ncar SIDI BOU 4ID. Patrols were uncble to yet
tlrough from these forces or to them. The cnemy organized a strong defunsive
position north and south through SIDI BOU ZID. Bnemy tanks wicst of SIDI TOU
4ID withdrew towoerds SIDI BOU ZID, ..s of 1220 hours or the 16th, avout 50
¢neny toaks attacked in the vicinity of DJEBLL il.lR.. Our arcored {orces lost
anoroxinatcly 86 mediunm tanks in thcir attapt te relieve tic infantry lolding
DJZBLL L75SOUD.. and DJTBLL KS.IR..

6. i directive from the Corriznding General, 1st Britisk irmy, dated 15
February 1943, dirccted that forces holding tac high sround west of FAID be
vitidravm and the pass at KiSSZRINT. organized for defense. .. foree consisting
of thc 1st Battalion, 26th Infantrv, and the 19th Combat Enginver Reginment or-
ganized a now defunsive position four miles east of {.SSCPIE. ..fter rcpeated
reguests, CC"B" was rclcascd by 1st British ary to IT Corps as of 1800 hours,
15 rebruary, with permission to nove CC"B" from 1OKTAR to SBLITL..

7. From tihc 17th to the 19th of February, II Corps comploted its withe

drewal to the general line DJ BOU DJZLLLL - DJ BOU G.FZR - DJ CILIBRI - DJ
SEpman SLLUI! - SDIB.L. Tho XIT jiir Support Com.iand cvacuated both airficlds in the
vicinity of THLCLIPTE. The 1st aruored Division withdrew from SBZITL\ to an
area southeast of TEBIUS.. The 894th TD Bn. arrived and went into bivouac in
the vieinity of BEKK.\RLi. The 26th Aruored Brigade (less 1 Regt. CGroup)(Brit-
igh) camc under control of IT Corps in thc vicinity of TIi.Li as of 0500 hours ,
.9 Fiebruary, viith tic provision that thuy were not to be conu:ditted to action
vithout the authority of the Com-anding Goneral, First British Army. Other
new arrivals in the II Corps were the 58th C.ii. ;.ortar Co. (British), AT and
"L" Cc., 39th Infantry, and the 56th Ren. Sqdn (British), all of which werc
irzacdiately dispatched to reinforce the troops holding the K.iSSERIME P.SS

nositions.

»
~

SECTION IV - IL.SSZRIVE V.LLEY THRUST

1. The WESTERN DORS..LE, a range of nmountains 20 milos woest and parallcl
to the LSTER!! DORS.LT .formed a cross comartmont through which the cnemy
would have to pass in an operation against the ;1licd right flank. KASSCRINE
7.8, SBI3: P..SS, the DERIL. P..SS above T!ZLEPTE » consisting of threce approaches
across DJ, ICRNL., and the L .BIOD P..SS wurc the four moin approaches across
tc .ESTZRI DORS..LE in the II Corps zonc of action. In a clockwise dircction
froa K.SSAMINE P..SS, DJ CILIBI, south of the pass, DJ NOGUZZ'. and BOU DRIES

" south and wust of the pass, DJ UM, about 20 milcs wost of the pass, DJ EL
’ .<'FLD and DJ BIHEL., north ond west of the pass, and DJ Siil'L. form the sides
of 2 bovl around thc corridor cut by tho OUZD IL.TEZ. Two main roads » 8scparated
by the OUCD IL.TEB, cut through this bowl and moot in the pass. Ono road loads
northwost to TI.L. and thc othor approximatoly west to TEB:SS.. Since thore
had beon soveral days' rain prior to tho 20th of Fubruary, tho OUED IL.TEB was
unfordable and commnication between the THILA road and thu TBESS. road vias
impracticable at any point other than at the fork of thesc two roads within
the pass. Sinco the rain had filled the KiSSERINE bowl with mud, only full-
tracked vuhiclus wore able to opurate across country.
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Jolentpy. (+3- o :?ginforcod, organizod defensive positions
. of mgm)ml the road leading to THALL while the
. s pusnd ,prganised positiens on tho south side of
©thbedaen estiido: dho ‘doeding to TEBESS.. Tho first .rmorod Division from
“Mbiphebtinp eutiomst of TEBBS. covured tho Ef ADIOD position. Amorican and
o Supepiahdeh bod boen withdrawmn from G.FSA organizod defonsive positions
%wﬂ agross DJ DERIIA, Tho 6th .irmored Division :
. (lante Bedgado){Brdtiah) witl the 18th Infantry attached, organized
‘positidanta dofond tho SDIR. apgrosch, .
- ) o~ BT ¥s ) BTN
" ) odeo) Iging tho night 1)-20 Fobruary, cnciyy infantry infiltratod to po-
SN the high ground nerth and south of K.SSIRIIE PiSS. From those po-
sitiges g Mol ovorlooked the dofonaivo positions in tho pass, thc oncmy brought
ond mortar firo directly on our defonsive positions. ..t daylight
}on ‘engmy infantry sypported by artillory attacked the dofensive
- .PonkSbons. sorose KiSS.RINE P.SS, :
- iodha, @ Jedcdn., 6th irmovod Infantry, was orderod from MALL to reinforce
tho treope in WLQECRINE P..5S8. Tho 894th-TD Bn., likowise, moved up to rein-
forcorOshancl Stark's forces ia K.SSIRDNE P.SS. Tho 26th .Armorod Brigade
(Seiddeh) moved te a position along tho TIL.L. - KiSSTRINE road preparatory to
suphavting foroee holding K..SSERI.IE P..SS. .
z.mm to smnll arms and mortar fire from the high ground overlooking
the; Ipfantry positions, tho 26th Infantry withdrew up the road towards
. Mlde, This withdrawal uxposod tho aorth flank of the 19th Zngincor Reginent
“ ) voioh vas disposod astride tho road loading to TEBESS...

-~

6. The anomy appoared to be diructing his main offort up the TI".Li Road.
On $hy TEBLSS. Rood he appoared to bo making a secandary cffort using Italians
oncoumaged by supoorting Gurman Battalions behind thun.

Te CC"B" ioved up to DJ IL."R. and prepared to counterattack to restore
the situction on thc south sidu of tic pass. The situation at the pass, how-
cwver, had dotarioratod to such an cxtent that Geacral Robinctt, commanding
CC*M",. hod to immediatoly sct 2bout to cstablish coordination and control of
the 4poops falling back from the pass on the TEBZSS. Road. .t daybrcak on the
2lst, GC"B" hyld 2 4,000 yard front astxidc the TEBLSS.. Road about cight miles
cast of DJEDEL HilR.. Thc 16th Infantry h.1ld positions on BOU IRIES. DPuc to
thv outstanding lcadership of General Robinctt, vio 2ssumcd command of all
troops along tho TEBCSS.. Road, hc had the situation well under control by
d~rbrock of the 22nd.

8. ‘Milc Guicral Robinctt was ungaged south of the OUED !L.TEB, Brigadi RTH
Dumphio net thc :jain Gorman attack with his 26th ..rmored Brigade (British) agg‘u
of tho OUED !, TEB. The 26th ..rmored Brigade (=1 ar.ored regimental group) as
statod abowe, arrived at TIL.Li during the night 18-19 Fcbruary. Brigadicr
Dusphie ropertod to ilq IT Corps at 0100 hours on the 19th. .ftcr lcarning the
situation, hu visited Colonul Stark vho was in com.and of all the forccs in
tho pass. lie arrived at Coloncl Stark's CP 1t 1630 hours and 1_arned that the
battle liad buen in progress sincc daybreak, although Colonel Stark's CP was
undur dircet sncll arms fire at this timc, Coloncl Stark claiued that the
situation wvas wcll in hond ond that all of his troops wwre in position. He
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Roport of 0poratiom,'ilq II Corps, 2 May 1yL3 (Continued).

did admdt, howevor, that ho was having slight difficultios with communications.

9. rﬂ-um” Dumphic imnodiately roturncd fo THALL vhore he reported to
British st .rmy that thu situation was very poor at the pass and roquosted
purmission to employ his forcc to restoro thu situation. 1st irmy granted him
pormission to urploy not more than onc motorigod company, 1 armorod squadron,
ouo troop of AT guns, and onc troop of artillery. This force wwved to a po-
sition astridu tho TiLiLi road along & ridgo about two milos northwost of tho
_pass during thc night 19-20 Fobruary. This forcc was lurilicr ruinforced in
this position by tho 3rd Bn., 6th \rmored Infantry. ~ftor the 26th Infantry
left thoir positions ia tho pass, this composite .mcrican and British force
hold this cov.ring position alung tio ridge astride the TIAL. Road until dark,
20 February. The arnorod squadron lost all of its tonks. The 3rd Bn., 6th
Armored, suffored very hcavy casualtics. During the aftcrnoon of the 20th,
the renainder of the 26th .irmored Brigadc moved up to a covering position
about 10 milus south wust of TH.iL\., Gcneral Fredundall paid a personal visit
to this position at this timc and placed Brigadicr Durphic in,command of all
troops British and .nwrican in tids arca. During the night 20-21, Brigadicr
‘1icholson arrived to coordinatc the action of CC"B" and the 26th .\rmorcd
Brigade. . meoting of Goncral Robinctt, Brigadior Dumphic, and Brigadier
ilicholson at TH.Li was arranged. In order to got back to his troops prior to
daylight, Gunural Robinctt had to locve bufore Brigadicr iiicholson arrived,
Brigadiur Duphic and Guncral Robinott, howewer, had agroed to a nlan of
action bofore Gancral Robinctt loft TIiLL.. Brigadicr Nicholson arrived in
TI L. at 0245 hours and approvud tiw plans alrcady made by Brigadier Durphie
and Genoral Robinctt. .ccording to this plan, Goeneral Robinctt was to restorc
the situation south of the OUED [i.TEB whilo the 2nd Bn., of the 5th Loicesters,
who had arrivoed varly that night, pruparod defunsive positions astridc the
road throo milus southwest of TivL.. Tho 26th .armored Brigade was to delay
tho cnomy and provent hin from roaching the Loicestors position before 1800
hours, 21st of Fubruary. Coloncl Stark was to form a straggler point at TI..Li
for all .n.rican troops cnd sond thom up from this point to rciaforce the
Luicostors! position.

10. ..bout 0730 hours on thc 21st of Fcbruary, a German force of all
arus could be s.en fron the 26th Brigadc's positicns forming astride the THALL
Road proparud to attack north. Thc approximatu strongth of this unomy force
was as follows: 30 tanks, about 20 SP juns, 35 #-track infantry vchiclces,
and 2 corpanius of infantry in truclis who disnounted and advanced by foot.
This unay concentration was sholled by the artillery of the 26th .rmored
Brigadec. The onery SP guns .ngaged the forward tanks of the Brigadc and
1s:10cked out four. .t 1500 hours, the cnermy attacked straight up the road,

The tanks of the 26th .rinored Brigade fought a dcelaying action back to Til.La
and last 20 tanks knocking out only a snmzll nwiber of Gernan tanks. The 26th
.rrorced Brigadc, however, wana ed to maintain the required delay. The last
tonk passud tarough the Leicestors' position at 1930 hours. Fiw TD guns of
the 805th TD Bn. under Lt. Col. Foruman wire the only .american troops who
fought in this dclaying action 2nd in the defunsce of the L.uicesteret positions.
.lthough most of th. 805th TD Bn. had been lost in previous fighting, Colonul
Foreman by lis supcrior luadership, managed to kecp thesc remcimdn, cuns to-
gether and they pave an exe.llent account nf thenmsclves throughout the remnin-
dur of tho battle. The 26th .rmored Brigade r~llied Lehind the Ledicesters!
position. By 19L5 hours, nrcnine pun firc inside thoe Leicesters! positions
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‘I C 2 1943 (Continuea, .

indioated that tho enemy had broken through thoso poeitions. The artillery
of 9th Division, howover, by marching continuously for four days sad nights
:.::l t stages

of thoir march fram CAS/BLANC., arrived in the THAIA area
had gone into supporting positions of the 26th Aruored Brigade by day-

Orders from Brigadior Nicholson were recoived to hold the positions
of the 26th Armored Brigade at all costs.

. s To reliewe the situation confronting CC'B® and the 26th jirmored

Brigode, tho 16th Infantry launched a counterattack in tho vicinity of BOU
IRIES and cloarod BOU DRIES of tho cnemy. This countorattack and the sudden

inorgose in artillary fire caused by tho arrival of the $th Division Artillery,
comsud tha cnomy to pull back boforv his line of rotruat through the pass was
cut bohind him, At 1915 hours on the 22nd, tho wnomy bogan a gonoral with-
drawal towards the + artillery concontrations harassod his movumont
through tho pass by interdiotion fire throughout tho night.

CC".\" moved from BOU CHEBK. to HAIDR\ during tho night 22-23. From
tho 23rd of Fobruary to thu 25th’of Fobruary, the onumy continuod his with-

om the KASSIRINE bowl, loaving many minos and booby traps. Patrols
wore pushod out to nmaintain contact. By daylight on tho 24th howwor, CC"B"
had lost contact with tho cnumy. Fires wure obsurwod in K.SSCRINE and FERLAIL
tho night 24-2% Pobruary. By tho 25th, CC"B® and thce 26th srmored
had regninod control of tho high ground north and south of tho pass
1458 hours thu Roconnaissanco Company of tho 13th Armored Rogimant
cntorod tho pass. The adwanoo of the forward clomunts was groatly hampered
by minos.

13. During thc puriod 26 Fubruary to 16 liarch in compliancu with Pirst

Army Operations Instruction Nurber 19, dated 2L Fubruary 1943, II Corps rcorgon-

isod and consolidatod its positions along the \LISTERN DORS..LE with the 34th
Infantry Division on thu north, the 9th “afantry Division on tho south, and

the 1lst .xmorod Division in a position of roadinuss on the south flank. The
1st Infantry Division bugan its concentration in the BOU CHCBKA arca.

SECTION V - iDIONISTR.TIVE
1, Status of strength - ,\ppundix ».%,
2, Casualties and prisonars - ..ppundix "B%
3. Ruplacemunts - appundix "C*,
4. Lvocuation - .ppundix "De,
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APPENDIX "A"™ TO REPORT ON OPCRATIONS, HEADQUARTIRS 11 ‘CORPS, 2 MAY 19L3.

Status of Strength of Comnand by Division and Separate Units on 1 January
or on date they came under II Corps control,.

off. WO ANC EM  Total
Headquarters II Corps 70 13 83
' Hoadquarters Company, II Corps 7 2 420 L29
* 202d MePe Coe L 178 182
1st Armd, Div. (-2 Bns,)
81st Rcn Bne. L3 1 726 770
Serve. Co., 1lst Armd. Div. 7 1l 2uy - 252
141st Signal Co. 6 2 167 175
16th Armd. Engre. Bn. l-lh 2 655 1701
L47th Armd. Mcde Bne L3 2 281 326
1st Armd. Maint. Bn. 38 12 86L 915
1st Armd. Sup. Bn. (=Co B) 11 1 220 232
Hqe 13th Armd. Rogt. 8 170 178
Rcene Coey 13th Armd. Rogte 2 187 189
1lst Bn., 13th Armd, Regt. 27 2 393 h22
Surve COe, 13th Armd, Regt. 6 1 159 166
Maint. Co., 13th Armd. Reg‘b. h 1 108 113
> 2nd Bne, 1st Armd. Rogte 27 2 590 619
3d Bn., 1st Armd. Rogt. 27 2 590 619
Rcn. Coe, 18t Armd. Regte 9 193 202
l{aim'.. c°o, 1st Armd, Regt. 7 181 188
Sorve COey 1st Armd. Regt. 5 2 lah 191
1st Bn., 6th Armd. Inf. 2L 535 559
2d Bn., 6th Armd. Inf. 23 1 627 651
3d Bne., éth Armd, Inf. o 6 78 8’.}
Hqe COe, 6th Armd. Inf. 16 2 125 153
Serv, Co., 6th Armd. Inf. ° 6 3 1152 151
27th Armd, F.A. Bn. 3L 1 629 664
91st Armd. FeAe Bn. LO 3 702 745
68th Armd. F.ie Bne 37 3 696 136
Train. HqQ & Hq Co., 1st Armd. Div, 12 135 17
Cannon Co., 39th Infantry 5 17 122
Sth Fehe Bne 22 2 608 632
601st T.Ds Bn. (-1 Co.) 30 509 539 .
701st T.D. Bn. (=Cose B & Dots) 23 370 393
1st Bn., 213th C.A. 37 ' 683 720
106th C.A. Bn. 35 807 8L2
L34 CeAs Bne 35 807 842
26th Inf. (=3d Bn.) 109 S 2047 2161
33d Feho B 25 2 L80 507
Co. C, 18t Engr. Bn. (1 Pht) 1l ) ' L8 L9
Ces C, 1st Med. Bn. : 3 107 10
1st Rene Troop 9 oo 179




Sonsl, 260h Ents (Rednf, 7
Cos B, 7018t T.D, Bn. ) . ¢
Cs 105th CA I\
’ m 2
s3d M. - n
'y 8ig. Depot Co. 1l
12 8ige I Co. .
SSWN NI Sectiy (Brite) 3
S1st Med.. Bne 28
1s¢ Sest., 2 Mod. Sup. Dep. 3
TTth Evace Hosp. L7
LB%h Surg. Boap. 48
gth,w. Hoep. - hg
1 ﬁ;pm Toan 2
1 Shock Team 1
24 Bn., 16th Med. Rogt. 32
Dete., ésth Qi Co. .

Cos A, 205th QM Bn.

Co. D, 2LLth QM Bn.

1st Bn., 28th QU (=B & C)
934 Q4 Co, W)

HqQ & Hq Det., POG

HQ & Hq Det., 55th Ord Bn.
30th Ord, Co. (HM)

Cos D, 87th Mo Bn.

78th Ord, Coe

66th ord. Cos

Hq & Hq Det., L42nd Ord., Bn.
10” MO CO.

msth Ord. Co.

mto. hSOth Engr. Depot Co.
m Engre. w8 Co.

761st Engre RR Co.

19th Engrs. (C)

Det., 624 Engr. Topo Co.
105th CA (=Btrys A & D)
688th CA Btry

689th CA Btry

690th CA Btry

694th CA Btry

Hq & Hq Det., 188th Ord. Bn.
3L,88th ord, Co.

Sx ON. CO.

Dete, 1624 Sig. Photo Co.
Dets, 1634 8ig. Photo Co.
Dot., 175th Rggio Repair
Dot., Coe B 9th 8ig. Bn.
1st Bn., 168th Int, 3

4 i . .
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Appendix "A® to Report on Operations, Hq. II Corps, 2 May 19l (Continued),
Off. WO AN EM  Total

175th F.A. Bn. 35 2 S65 602
168th Inf, (-1st Bn.) 107 3 1949 2059
Co. C, 109th Med, Bn, 5 86 2 §
Det., Co. C, 109th Engr. Bn. 1 53 54
Dot., 805th T.D. Bn, 8 350 358
lst Ranger Bn. k)1 476 S07
2d Bn., 17th F.i. 31 2 596 629
Sth Repl Bn. 19 14 180
Roplacaments Unassignoed 19 sL? 566
2d Plat., Co. B, 95th QM Blry 2 82 8k
1st Plato’ Co. A, 301st QM Bn, 1l 60 61
2d Plat,., Co. D, 60th QM Ldry 1 70 n
1 Plat., L47th Qu (GmsS) g lg 28
1st T.D. Growp Hq. 1 139
ad .lo. S”Jt W'O B, Mo ("’) 20 1l h23 w
1s% Bn., 364k F.A. 0 26 i 816 a3
A and Det., B,.1st F.A. Cben Bn, L l 79 . 84
3Leh Division;
. Hqe, 3uth Divieien 8 20 233 291
HQe Co., 34th Div. 8 2 126 V6
-MP Plat, 3 3 76
uth Sig. Co. 10 1 247 258
3ith Cav. Ren. Troep 8 186 194
33d Imf, Regt. (-2d Bn,) i é 1976 2089
135th Inf. Regt. 140 [ 20850 2996
. 3ith Div, Artillery 16 2 130 U8
120 Foio Bn, 30 e say 556
1 FeA. Bn, 33 2 L87 S22
FeAo Dy 3k g 557 S
Engre Do 32 680 . T
Med, Bmy 3o k W7 Y p
&.u , 3 1l 208 20
th TiD. Bn, 2 IR L5
QM Salv, Cell. Ce, L m 185
CA Pty
2 (o e Trk. Pn, b 128 2
FEnfamtey Phvision
- Iqe oG PMLe Div, L9 8 9% T}
i PQe - 184 o Div, 10 2 m n7
< MelPo b ]
1st ™. n’t 1 i
. le% ‘5 Coe 14 1 g
e T 1 2 . .
m , B, (-oocc;) §¢15 : %
7 Ime (=Oe S
A % A T T e e U7 S 33%0 -
To500h DEaGiDgty . nr. 6 _ 2519 702
- , -
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Appendix A" to Roport on Operations, Hq. II Corps, 2 May 1943 (Continued).

Off, WO ANC EM  Total

1st Infantry Division (Contimed);
Div, .irty. 1 6
Tth FeAe Bn. 27 351819 s
32nd FesAe Bne 33
13th Felis Brigade:
Hq & Hq Co. 15 - 92
1st Feiie Obsn Bn (=S & F Section) 16
17th FeiA. Regte (-2d Bn.) 3L
36th Felie Regt, ("lst Bn.) 3
178&1 Fehe Rogt. 67
813th T.D. Bn. 37
89hth TeDe Bn.
th Infantry Division;
Hqe, 9th Infantry Division
Hq. Co., 9th Infantry Division
MOP. Pht.
9th Signal Co,
15th Engr. Bn,
9th Mod. Bn,
9th QM Bn,
7°9th ordo Co.
h?th Inf,. RO‘to
39th Inf, Rogt.
60th Inf. Regt.
Division Artillery
26th F.A. Bn,
3Lth Fele Bne
60th FQl:t. Bn. e T
8Lth Feie Bn,
9th Rene Troop
107th CA Bn.
62d Engr. Topo Co. (~Dot)
L27¢h Engre. Co, (DT)
Co. B, 60Lst WQ Cam, Bn,
1l thu, Co. B’ zosth QM
Section Shoec Repair, 218th QM Co.
751st Tank Bn.
2619t-h QM Prov, Trk. Bn,
th ord, Coe
Bm B, h)llt CA Bn.
Dete, 6th Chem. Co.
17 Engr, Ragt, (=Det)
e B& O, 263d Q Bn,
COe &y TOth Tank Bn.
899¢h T.D, Bn,
T764h ToDe Bn.

W N W
OO MN\MO OV HWNE

105

895
15 March, Corps Total . 228 157 83492

W
oo O




PL¥Erd N _

AFPENDIX ®B" TQ REPORT ON OPERATIONS, HEADQUARTERS IT CORPS, 2 MY 19L3,

l. Prisoncrs captured by II Corps units during period 1 January to 17
mmh, 19’-&3.

German Ttalian
off, g! off. EM
2 n

5 5u8

2, Casualties of II Corps during period 1 January to 17 March, 1943

Officers Enlisted Men
kK o° u ¢ kK X ¥ ¢
22 72 199 3 170 W82 2028 29
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" APPENDIX "C" TO REPORT ON OPERATIONS, HEADQUARTERS IT CORPS, 2 MAY 1943,

Replacements by brench received by IT Corps units during the period 1
January - 15 March, 1943

4

OFF. EM

Infmtm........‘.‘............. 187 ho?h
Field Artillery seececccccecccee 3h 789

! Medical 90000000 P0e00000000000008 15 193
mntal (AN NN AN R NNNNNENNREXNNNNNNN N ] 2
T.D. GO0 0GOSO PP OBOINOONLIOPOSOSOIOGIQBOETBRS 1 115
Engineer 0c0s0c00c00000crrc0c00e S 231
Q.u. P00 O0POO 0800000000000 0DOSLIS 199
Celle oc00cesocococscsccocsccscsoe 6 52
Ordnance Q@c0c0000csRc00COCOCOIRLS 107
Armored FOIr'ce eessesecvccsvcccce 28 858
Cavalry ecesscssccccecccscccscee 12 69
Hilitary Police gqeecvcececccncse 31
B I evecececesccccscccessscsscsee 5
Signal eeceevceccsccccosccocscene 23

TOTAL
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APPQ!DIL "D" TC P_PORT u. OP:RATIOHS, HUADQUARTERS II CQlrS.

liedical Activitics During Period 1 January to 17 liarch, Inclusive,

1. Duwring the beriod 1 January to 21 January, corps medical units weore
concentrated in the Constantine area., These units werc the 9th Cvacuation
0spital, 77th Evicuation Hospital, L8th Surgical Hospital, Slst Modical
Batialion, 2nd Battalion, 16th :icdical Regiment, and the lst Advance Section,
2nd iiedical Supply Depot. during this pcriod, only British hospital facilitics
vere available and all hospitalization was in British hospitals.

2. Upon arrival in the Tebessa arca, the 9th Evacuction liospital was
cstablished 12 miles south of Tebessa. The LSth Surgical Hospital cstablishod
onc¢ hospitalization section at Feriona, the other section moving to vicinity
of Thala. The 77th Evacuation Hospital was lield in roeserve until 14 February,
vacn it established lightly 12 miles south of Tcbessa. The 1st Advance Section,
2nd .wdical Supply Depov, was cstablished 10 milces south of Tcbessa.

3. During the period 16 February to 20 February, all medical installations
were withdrovm to vicinity of Ainc Beida. During this vithdrawal it was ncces-
sary to move -pproxinately 700 paticnts with the hospitals becausc of lack of
cvicuction facilitics to the rear,

L. Supply. The initial medical supplics were adequatc ond there was no
¢ii{iculty in ncintaining an adequate supply of class onc supplics, that is,
t.osc supplics containcd in sacdical maintenanco units. It bicamc nccassary
-2rly in the operation to alter the maintenance unit in order that a nore
aeorly balanced stock would be available in the depot. The grentest difficulty
in supdly was cacountired in replacing items of organizational cquipment for
bospitals and ficld units. It was nceessary to augment the T/BA cquipment of
nosnitils naterially, in order that they night function c¢ificicntly at nenr
full capacity.

5. lospitalization. Th¢ tiwwo 750-bed cvacuntion hospitals and the L0OO-
bed surgical hospItal wrcre adequate for the troops initiilly involved. The
tiro 750-bed cvacuation hospitals were nlaced on a 15-day policy in order that
1S mony pationts as possible nmight Lo returned to duty in the forward araen.,
Tiails policy was abandoned touards ti:. .nd of the period vhen troops in the
“red were inercascd.  The U8th Sur-ical Liospitnl rcecoived the anjority of
crsualtics and rondered tiac initial opurating treatment.  This unit was on no
fixed policy. Clearing platoons of Corps ..cdical Bait-lions vior. utilizod
citensively in the forward arcas with sursichl teoms otoncled.  Those units
purformed cxecllontly and filled the gap between division units  nad tilc more
Iized Locpitals in the roar.

6. Lvacuction. gvicuntion fro. sorward units wns acconplished by the
51st lcdical Batitalion =nd the 2ad Battalion, 16th ledicnl Re imnt. This
litter unit was placed .ntiroly i supoort of tlo 1st U.Se armorcid Divicion,

w ilc the 91st [ledicnl Bnttnlion cov.red -vacu-tion {ror clunring, platoons to
nospitels. Bvacuction to tie Coil-unication Zon. Vs .ntir ly b ir uatil 16
Jooreary, wihen ir cvecuation complotily £hilcd dul to unfavorable flyin; con-
ditions. The British First .y thion Juralsh d 1 clion o 4% 6th [ otor
Airulence Corps sor cvacuation by rond to th. Hlst Sttion Dospital 2t L1 Guor-
rahi.  Tols unit romained with the Corps luring the rem.inder of this period,
md covered 21l reonmnrd \:vacu".tiﬁx‘,_b;; .I:O.".d_'l
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