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SwCTION I - Training Operations Prior Tc Imbarkation st Inv.si n.

General Order Number 27, Hezdaquarters 2d ..rmored Divicion, dated »Til 21, 1343
constituted Combat Command "i* ac Jcllows: 646th .rmored Hezim nt, ilst raored
Infantry Rezimsnt (less lst Battulion), 1lhth Armored Field Artillery 3.tt.lion, "B®
Comp.ny 82nd .rmored Reconnaissance Battalion, "A" Coup.ny 17th .rmored IZn_.ineer
3attalion, "B" Company 48th srmored Iledieal Battalion, "A" Company 2Zd Armored
Division Supply 2zattalion, and *C* Compony 2d Armorced Division Maintenance Eatta-
lion. The ombat Command Hezdquarters was au menied by addition:l officers and
2nlisted men from Division Headquarters Company, Division Service Coizpzny, .nd the
142nd .rmored Signal Company.

Havingz been constituted, Combat Command *A' moved from their bivousce positions
from the vicinity of Monod, French Morocco to an isoloted area imnediately J:st of
the Division bivouac area and Northeast of Rabit, french Moro:cc. Jn the ZZ2nd of
April 1943, advanced elem.nts of Combat Comznd "A"' were sent to the vicinity of
2rzew, Algeria to contict the 5th Army Inv.sion Training Center and the Srd Infantry
Division under Whom the Combat Command wus to train for a two weeks period.

The balance of Combat Command "A®* moved by r.il =nd motor from their bivouse
from the vicinity of Rabit, French lorocco to a new area in the vicinity oi Porto
‘ux Poules-Fornaka, Algeria. Upon beingz assembled in this .rea a riid course of
training in invasion tactics and physicazl conditioning was prescribed by the 5th
aruy Invasion Training Center. This invasion training consisted of speed merching,
attacks on pillboxes, und strongz points by inf:intry .nd reconnaisscnce elements,
street fighting, loading and unloading on various types of landin: craft -nd
combined arms problems.

On the 21st of 2ay 1943, elements of Combxt Comanend *A" consistinz mostly of
the 2nd Battalion, 66th .rmored R-:iment were ordered to move ey sea to Phillipe-
ville, algeria :nd then overland to Jegdles, Algeria repertin~ on arrival te
Commanding General, 3rd Infantry Division. At that time it was contemplated that
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the cntire Comdat Jommand ould follow.

Colenel [faurice Rose was assizned to znd joi.e.. the Comlzt O.mand .nd agsumad
comn.nd fay 23th, 1943. On the 25th ol My, 1343, the bil ac: of the 3-ubat Zommand
was ordered to be movsd to the vicinity of 2izerte, Tunisic by seia and by motor.

on June 3rd, 1943 all elemcnts movin . by sea had sailed. The motor convay of

Combat Commnand "A" pulled out the mornin: of June 3rd :oing by wvay of .liiers,
Setif, Ain-M'Lila, Guelma, Souk Ahras, Beja, Matuer, Ferryville, .11 elea:nts except
those/ordered to Jeazpes, closin: into bivouce in the vieinity of 1 ..1iz, Tunisia
June oth.

At that time the Combat Comuand became o p.rt of the 3rd Infontry Division
Reinlorced; and bezan preparations for loadin_ on iuvasion ceraft _reporatory for an
invasion. Missing eleaents from Jenapes cloced Tunc 1¢th. On the Z25th of Tune, a
complete loadinz, insofar as avail:»ility of craft was possible, was cifected by
the 3rd Infontry Division Reinforced. This tosk Torce put out to se and zonducted
a practice invasion on the shores in the vicinity of Bizerte -nd Rus o1 Djabel,
Tunisia. The Combat Command returned to itz bivouzc irea upon co.nletion of its
part in this maneuver with the excestion oF venicles Thich Jer already loaded.
These remzined loaded on the various cr-ft. The next Tew d- vs rere s.ent in check-
ing waterprolling equipment, completion of basic lozds and asking finel arranze-
ments ror the embarkztion for inv.sion. Thz day of July 5tih brouzht 211 of the
plans and loadin- to comoletion.

SLCTION IT - Gperations During And Subsequent Tc The Invesion.

On the aiternoon of July 5th the loxdin = of per-onn-l bo.rd craft was started
for the invasicu. LCI's were loaded with infantry, o T's and LCT's cavrying
vehicles were loazded writh their crews, vith the exception of t.e inf.utry, .o the
6th and 7th of July. .On the mornin: o7 the 5th of Tuly, the L2I's cizanced anclor
and sailed in couvoy. The LST's and LCT's remainzd behind to szil -t = later date.

On the .;orninz of July 7th the LCI's dro.. @ anchor ot Souasss, Tunicic -nd men
were taiken oshore for . short hike and meal, returninz to the cer.ft in the after-
n>on. That evening the LCI's pulled out of the hurbor .ud .nclored just oif the
coast on the outside of Sousse. On the ni ht of the 3th of Tuly, -oac tize durins
t.e nisht, anchors were weighed and the L3I's _ut sut to sz2e to rendozvous 7ith
IST's znd LCT's of the balance of the force. Thais rendczvous was i de ot zdout

4

daylizat in the vicinity of Malt:, the co.voy continuing towords iis destin.tion.

At 0245B, 10th of July, light londin; er:ft l:anded the a

2 sszult infantry
battilions of the 3rd Infuntry Division .ud the 3rd TWanzor 3.ttlion orn ohs fc
beachies on either side of Licate, Sicily. Dy dayiizht practicclly 11 resistunce
zlony the bexcoes had been cversose and the landin: was bein: curricd
schedul.d.

’

Coao .t Coumind *4A* (lesg 3rd Battalion, 66th Armored Regiment) 2t th.t tine

constituted the floitinz reserve of the 3rd Infintry DlVlS on Acinforced, .G had
with thum zg part of the reserve the 20%th knzyine.or Reximont {less one ol ny).
Somb.t Jo.inind "A" wes loaded on 12 LST's cod A L3I's gnd the 20th Znzine rs were
- 2- : - 7
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loaded on 6 LII's.

The 3rd 3attalion of the 55th Armored Reziment h.d been detached from Jombat
Command "A" prior to the landing *G* Comp.ny landed at Red Beuch at daylight to
assist the assault battzlion in clcarlnv & beachhecd <nd destroyinz beaich fortifica-
tions. OComginy H w.s landed at the same time 3t Yellow Beach ith the Battalion
Headquarters. Company I landed 2t BElue Be:ch.

Xt noon on July 10th thc inf ntry and engincors were landed ..t the port of
Licata, Sicily from their LII's. L~ T's bezrinz the equipment ol Combat Cornmand *AM
were ordered to t.c beacliics where naval pontons were to be used in zetting the equip.
sent to shore from the ships. Scveral LOT's weore unlocded -t the pert of Lic.ta.
4ll durings this operition from noon throuhout the nizht of July 10th-11lth, .nony
boidders were sctive over tiue harbor sand booches. Lproxinmately two-thirds of the
Combat Command had landed and werc in zecserbly positions Nortiest of Licitl, Sicily
by dzylizht the 1lth of July 1943.

En...y bombers were again -cctive durirz the unlo.din: of the Lilince of thc
sormand on the morniny of July 1lth and onc LST beariny half of Jombot Cocwind "Aw
Headquarters equipm.nt, onc company of ncdiun tanks, znd vehicles of one comp:iny of
infintry was demolished by zn encry borb ofter hivinzy wilouded only 14 of the

ediunm tanks.

At 0600B, 1lth of July, Combat Comand "i' was order.d to move lorthwest on the
covm of MNaro. They moved out in {oro tion with B Compiny of the 82nd .rmor-d
Acconnaissance Bottalion in front .nd an advance juard composcd ol a battilion of
infantry with a company of cdium tatks sttoched, Headquarters Zoob .4 Jo_and "4twas
followed by the artillery, which was in turn, rollowed by the main body. 1st
Jattalion of the 66th Armored Regiment =nd "i% Zo: apany of the 17th Euvincers ere
initixlly in reserve. Durinz the nizht the 62nd Artwored Fiolad Artillicry 3attalion
wzs attached to Combit Commmind "A" z2nd two batterics of the L43rd Cozct ~otillery
fh%) were also attzched.

ATter moving over difficult terrain, mocting slizght resistance froo snipors,
-nd nachine guns zad being deliyed by cazmy pl-nes strafing .nd bombing tic colum,
leading elemunts novzd 1nto anad occubled Naro 2t 10300, 1lth o July. Dri  dicr

seacral iurice Rose, Combat Command Co.u..nfer, todk over the tom =8 peadin: the
arriv.] of AIGOT authorities lc¢ two offic.rs mnd 2 plitson of inf.antry to _nin-

tain order within the town. The bal.ace of tho Johuund oov.ed irto i ncsiibly
position North and East of the towm of Naro altor s. curinzg the tovn wnd preguared to
-0ve on further orders from hizher herdgu.rters.

d’

At 1300B, the 1lth of July and until 15003, the 12th oir July, 2o:b.t Somiand
"it wvas strafced and boubed contirnously by allicd cireruit, $-38's, P-5lts, .ad
3-23's which had sist cen Combat Jorriand "' for o Germin Lroored lelalOl which
22d becn reportcd 60 nilos Southcist of Pulerio. V.hicul . casualicizs £rom this
ooibing nd str.fing scded mterillly to the @ilficuliy of itraussortation of nen
-nd supplics.
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Lt 13308, 12th of July, .n ottt ck from our forward position wois l.ow.chod on
the town of C aicitti. Heuvy cati-t ak zun fire ind occasional sniping did not
delzy the Ldvance 2@ =t 1500B on the 12th »f July, Canicotti wos occupied Ly
troops of Combnt Co.onmind "av, Imui.cdilte stows wers token to secure the towwe .id
sicy clescnts were pushed from the hizh ground Northcast of the tova but could not
Ve dislodzed dircotly te the North .nd West. During the ni ht of the 12th-13th of
July, reorganiz.tion of Corat Couvind "A' was effected =nd a coorcincted attack
of inf ntry, t.nks, and artillery was lounched 2:ainst the enermy stronzhold in the
nills North and West of the town. .4t 10308, 13th of Tuly the tom w s complotely
secured and the hizh sround MNortheast and West of the tom was in our hands,

At this time, Comb.t Commiand .t was to bs rolizved by the 15th RCT .nd ot
18008, 13th of July, 1943, the 15th RIT hud t.xen over our odv .nmcced positions w.d
Coab .t Corincnd *A" pulled bicked into ferce resorve in an assenibly pocition in the
vicinity of C.xpobella,

Durinz the 1lh4th, 15th, 16th ad 17th of July, intencive, o ressive roconnai-
58 nce was concucted in the cntire scetor ol the 3rd Infaniry Division Reiniorced
by Recona.isscnce Comp ny of the 66th .raored Reziment, *B* Company of 32nd
Trmored Reconnaicsance Battailion —ud the rocomwaidsance patrols from the flst )
Armored Infontry. Duc to this oaressive recomntissance the town of Rucaliuto wis
oceupicd by *B* Cori.ony of the 82ad Reconrzissinze oa the cveninz of the 15th of
July os was the tovm of Montcdoro. The town of Milano was occupiced on thz 1bth of
July; the towns of .r -ona, Jomxiittini were occupied by poatrols of thc 82ad Lrrored
Reconnaissance on the 17th of July. The Llst .rmored Iaf ntry w.s protccting the
Yortheast flank of the corps cCuriny th 1t . criod by patrclling the areu of Ruvonusa,
Delia, Sorrwntino, Riesw, =nd on the 16th of July contacted the 128th RCT at Ries:,
the lst Iafontry Division at Mazzirino, botn ofwhom werc opceritinz with the United
States II Army Corps on the right of the 3rd Infantry Division Reinforced. Tho
66th Armored Reconnaiss.ice Conpany conlucted intensive reconnziss.iacce in the -rea
South of the line of Serradifalzco, S.n J.twldo, cad C:ilt nissotti. Onc Toot potrol
consistin: of onc officer and one c¢nlisted :inn from the 4lst .rnwored Iaf.atry moved
throuzh the cneny lines into the totn of C:lt aisscttue, stexlinzg two enliy bicycles
and returning throuzh the eneny lines prior to dayliziht on the nizht of 15th-17th
>f Tuly. Durinz the 15th, 16th =nd 17th of July, contact wos iained wud mtiantained
over - front extending irom sgrigcento in the Southwest, Norith of the itois of
arazona 2:nd Conotini - through Milena - to Coltanissctta, on airline distance of
30 miles,

BEN Company of the 66th Arnored Rezizent wos attiched to the 7th RCT o the
17ta of July .nd joirned then in the vicinity of i-jrizonto. They rcjoincd the
Corb.t Corrmand the nizht of July 18th.

On the 17th of July < report was mnde that o stronz enony colum was .pprosch-
ing fron the Northwest tow.rlie .razoni aud Ceoaotini. L Battalion of Field
rtillery ~nd the 1lst Bittzlion of the 56ta Lriwored Reqninnt were cleried to

counter~titock this enuuy Jorce. Our reconnzicsanee it thot arca, however, reported
10 such enciay thrust and the counterattocking force wi:s ncv.r uscd.
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Hillyard , contd:
. I have had no cgericnee wwith the Keypton lisht,
The four wortor cyclos we now have in the beaitalion are in about
the coprect cuantity I thinl; they are used purely for nmessongzer service,
The revieconcut of tho periscopic eight with the coaxlal sight is
not urrent, but the replacanent of the periscoplc sight with a more poverful
sirht of any kind is Urgent,

I cannot chose betweon dicseley 1 have Liad experience with one only
(Guiberson;,

For crmmiilon we want U8/AT and (Pe- no tize shells, I cant say
for sure but belleve [IN/AT will replace both HE and A, All loadings
chould be JUPLiy toe wore super the better,

AP amramition 45 not liked because of the frequency of seperated
craes, powdcr enilling, Jams, etc.,

MNIANIST L R30I Y,

I do not iike to wear the same riblon as the s of the srea,
neither do my men, Thewc should be eome distinctionse The distinctions
would be hard to make, Thowlhts: An amphibious ribbong and assault
echelon ribvon to digbinuish between the w1 and the D=20 boys, lle

shovl? have culck docisions on batitle stars,
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Aillyard, contd.
AMINISTRATICL « SUPPLY,

More replacement equipment that replacement personnel is usually needed
so dont believe the tankeand-crew or the Grew system of replacements is
practical, We have received twenty replasecents, sctlisfactory,

The T-2 tank recovery vericle makes battle field recovery practicale

Sery satisfootory, except that it IS a tank thut at best is under powered
with an aircooled radial engine, It Bas all the usual tank maintainance
problems, Tank recovery to daste has been complete; non have been lost to

the enemy,

Too many people think the Ordnance repairs our tanks and we just drive
them,

No more Vienne eausape 'LEASE,
LESSONS TRAINING DOCTRYNE EXPIRYENCE

In the evert tanks from an srmred division are to Le attached to an
infantry division then a eompetent tank edvisor should be semt to stay
with the infantry compander, Tids advisor must be furnished by higher
headquarters with a car-mounted radiof for direct comrmmicetion with the
tanke, ’mu‘ais.:deﬂnitetmwymt!wpertofinfantyromdom
to use tanks as the loading elsments of advance puards, An advisor with
sufficient renk and prestige mst be along to prevent Yff misure of tanks
in defiles, ageinst enti-tank puns and the like,
" In this opertion we had six tanks Mt nd burnod by enay fire, four
were by G tank fire, ond two were probably by artillery fire, In almost
ommethoresom#d to be an imitial flask that bwned the exposed
parts of the mens bodies, but did mot burn clothing, After the initial
flash there scamed to be a slower burning that picked up burnikg speed
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Hillyard, Contds
as the powder and ammmmition took fire, Tiis leads me to believe that,

vhen 2 tanlr ig penotruted thc gos fumes in the hull and thereafter there
is normal burning until the azmunition starts exploding,

Awdd1ldary gascline tanks should not be carried on exposed parts
of the vohiclc.. They should bc dropped when corbat is irmenent, iven
in reor aress it 1 questioncble whether they be  ecarried.

lersonnel in the tank that is hit uspally get out unless tic pen
etrsting projectile hits them, We hove had seversl such cases (Cre
man killed, say, and ihe olhers without a scratch, just some burns frem
vhich they will reoover)es The burns are usually second degroe, rarcly
third degree (This statconent cl:cclied zt the time with his Battelion
Surceon),
| o have never yet fou;ht 2s o battalion, just enraging s few
trnlze here and there,
The Field Manuals and the AFS literature ;;e correct,
Yore enphasis should be pluces o firo contrdl and coordination
- within the crew and within thc plavoon, The bigpest obstacle to treining
crews is meintainance, If we could a;:-pmégh the air idea of distinct
combat end meimtsainance crews we would vrofit, So much of our time is

spent movine and so little {ighting; there are so many mune and so much
erulrmont, we tend to enxl up ov 2 bunch of gresse ronlevs pother than
fichters,

AFCOCS gradustes are as satisfactory as any junior officers
I hevo eoen, There is in all junior officers a definite failure to

reallze Lheir resronsibilities as officers, Thoir badirrounds are not

thorough ehough Int Discirline und baslc military treiningg customs of
tho service; responsibility es to veracity and conduct; gdministration,

[
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Br oling the (CS pgraduztes down another way, I would scy that they are in

cheracter cualificutions, beurly satisfactory; in physicel leadership

cualifications, satisfactory; in mental leadcrship qualifications,
evcellent,

Cfiicers, both lerc and at home, should be asslsted in raintaining
their nlaces and wrestige Ly meking certain jlaces out of bownds for
enlisted men, and by rrovidfding for them in much the sane wuy emlisted
nen are now provided for, ‘

e Usine~ roduced eherces in prectice tends to nake false (over) range
estination prevelent in pettle,
e carry onc round of howileer arrmumitic: in ezch tank to reduce

Jams,

Se~peT
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COLONELS§ STGVALLS INTZiVI'ii WITH MAJOR GENERAL GAFFTY, QDG ZND A4D,

Equiments
Tank trecks s now issued are mo goody the rubber in themis
not worth o dmm, /After not more than tiree mindred miles every track
had to be turned or replaced-- mostly replaced,
The 75m gun ic & sufficlent gun for the modium tank, howewver the
possibilitics of the T/D gun (76mn) as a tank gun are well worth
locking into,
Also I would like to see the 155 How tried in our medium tank Oq
choasisy I may be alone in this but I still think it, 50 /
Self propelled artillery 1s superior to towedy but a 105 on
a smaller, lighter, fzster vehiele should be our aim, This 411 give
artillery the cpecd of the 1light tank,
Aramdtion hracks mst be armoredy gasoline im not the ccuse
of our ténk fires, This change is alassed as urpent, The British
know how to do this job. Bripadisr Dunphy, British Army, london, has
the rlans for the necessary work to armor ammmnition rockey General
Crane of AFH( G~3, ocan supply a better address for Brigadier Dunphy,
Doctrine~ Training=- etcs
The doctrine and teactﬁ.rlc‘s of the AFS end of the various
“rrored Force publications ore sound; we mst lecrn té follow them
tetter is a'l,
" Crew drill crrmot be too much stresseds wo Lad ¢ lot of it
and 4t has paid dividends,
I think every Infantry Division should have a GH(: tank bate
talion attached to it— preferably mediums, or maeybe a mixed battalion,
Thls wo.ld give them their cwn tenks that they would know, and SEGRET
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General Gaffy contd: .

g ®scCreT

armored divisions whole, I further think that infentry coobat teams should

have & smali mmber of tanks sttached,

(0T3: In further un-recordud conversation, Concral @affey

exhlibited

a generel contentment with the presan. orgonization, equipment, adminioe

tration, and use of iho divislon os presently constitutedy however this

acte must not be construcd as o statanent ihat there is any eomp!aisency'
A

or lack of forward looking worice- quite the contrary is true,)

SECRET
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COLONEL STOVALL&S INTERVIE: XTI COLONEL REODIRC F PERRY C OF S 2MD AD,
Ve want the 155 rn selfmropelled; we are sonstantly out rangod,

7ie have too much miscellaneous ecuipmued.,

Owr ecuipment is gemerclly goodg but we need heavier guns,

The amphibious peep 1s utterly uscless,

_ I eant speak too highly of the DUNH,
LESSONS, EXPERITICES:

In any smphibious operstion the supply supporting us must be built
up, This operation could heve been very embarrasaing, hed ocur ammmitions
expenditures been grecter,  Gesoline and retions hauled over 4o miles
of a mountain road greatly overextended our trucks,

I fully agree with Cencral Geffeyts statement on tenks for the Infantry,
Infantry should be trained in the proper use of the tank, I very definitely
do not want divisions cut up to give tanks to the Infantry, I think it
{moterial whether the Infantry divisions get GHQ tank battalions or

orgenic tank battalions,
Tie have & long way to go in effesting comtrol in landings,
Roadb]bcbmemtreduceduMaatwahonldhavebou.
This rubber problen is serious; reclaimed rubber for tracks wout do,
I think the metal trock must be accepted,

SECRET
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COLO"EL SICVALLS INTEWIE: WITH LT OOk, FATOLD M, FORDE, G2, 2ND A.D,

ORGAITIZATI( s

The T/C for the (~2 sewtion of an armored division is wholly ine
adequate, For the Sicllian opsration I had four officers, I borrowed
8 fifth for one period In order to provide rest periods for eome while

‘the eection yet pave 2l~hour service, These four officers were;

'mo-z; the Asst, G=23 8§ photo-interpretery; and a prisoner of war

Z

interropater, DTach pulled a shift as duly officer, A second officer

on duty s found necessary to check reports, keep up maps, make estimotes,
make terrain studies, etc.s, The enlisted section of my office had: 50'
a chief clerk, a stencgrapher, a draftsmon, and an order of battle azr’k.
The duties of the order of battle clerk consisted of keeping a record of

o9

opposing unitsj traclng enemy movements from reports received from
adjacent and low r units as well as from Armyp he was also uscd to make
prelininery esciinctions of documents, The overall average of work
hours in the enlisted section was fiftecn to twenty hours per day, the
e~ nographer's hours being the longest,

I provose as an adequate T#) for the A,D, G~2 sections
1= Lt Colrw—seememaiim?
1~ l'a} -Genercl. cogistant to G=2,
e S S oL A —— " ] n o
1= 1/Sgtrmem—e———Chief Clerk,
le~ S/Sgt———m————GStanographer

L T/ n

p B T/#——-—-——-Q Jrafteman j
lme T/5 n

1= T/i <Cricr of Dattle clerk

SECNTT
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And t0 be IXCRMALLY attacheds
Lol qut e T hOt O=int orpreter
e ek Prisoner of War interregators,

Flus a general broad authority to secure the services of any available
talent suitable for any ¢iven, proapective, campaign,

A Division should have on its table of organization for public
relations, one coptain, one typlst, and one or more qualified photC-
graphers, The duty of the public relations officer would oconsist of
writing stories for mess release, cbtaining datz and picturcs for the
division history, The rresent practice of having the public relations
officer issuc nimcograph forms to ocompanies to fill out and then sending
them out as press relenses whenever a soldier is promoted should be a
very minor part of tre Fublic Relations (fficers duty, It is not be-
lieved that aizch activities have any valne to the division as 2 vzhole.‘
At the present roment, e serious ettemrt is being mads to obtain stories
of outstending pellant-y in oction, whether such gallantry is recogaized
b7 an awurd of decoration or not, It 1s beliewed that sueh stories

heve a grect morale effect for the divielon as whole whereas the press

rclease conceriing some privatels mromotion can be interesting only to

hic family ond friends, The photographars should be accredited .exr

Departiacnt Cameramen and should obtain as many pletures of troops in
oocbat 88 pogsible~~  Besides their historical value, theee would assist
in the study of men and eculpmaent under actual combat conditions,

EQUIPMENT 3
Ve urgently need a suitsble machine-gun mount on the Peep, one
t0 be fired from the seat beside the driverts seat, The ers have
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Forde, Contd:
such & mount, ( Your interviewse saw sush & mount on Colonel Dertyls
peop. 1t consisted of o plece of two inch (estimated) stecl pipe
abowt, fAfteen inches long welded vertically on the eowling directly
in front of the right hand frout pesp seshs in the upper end of this
pipoﬁtm.uﬂninlw,a!y&lwwwmedmangm
'machinezun, The overall helght of the installation was such that the
gun oould ride vertically,)
SUPPLY3 ,

There should be coffee in every K retion,
1.5SSONSDOCTRINB=PROCEDURES o

mowmwwhmmmmmmwmm;
however ve went our photo=interpseter to be a PERUANENTLY assigned, ewe
armored Foroe- 1ine officar, appropristely trained, I used the photO-
interyreter to make terrain studies,

W.bd,mm,tmtmmmwmmigmw,moﬁw
_and Tive enlisted men, m«qmpmhedmmdiatebummpbmw
a tom, MmsimmawMtyfortheunM,mdthemm
of property, banks, foodstuffs, etc,, from looting by the 1ocal populace,
Mmouurchedlpcalotﬂccafordommu,mdgavemimw
the AMOOTS (Al1ded Military Government of Occupded Territories)s As the
Diﬂnimmmdthmﬂc‘lmﬁdotmcmuybcuﬂmmamm
-wwmmtm,mmmnmmm-m
Leaving the roarward tows vacant of controlling suthority which, in tuwn
scastines resulted in ricting and deoting, There were not encugh CIC
sgents to leave even one in each town, There was frecquently a time lag
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between the CIC withdrawal and the take over by Army agents, These Army
agents then had to etart all over again, sometimes reversing the CIC de-
cisions as to who should go to jall and who should be let out of jail, None
of the CIC spoke Italian, . .

The oaly trained interpreters availsble were the FWI (prisoner of
war interregators) who were alreedy doing more importart work, We provided
interpreters from divisional persomnel, Theee were not trained nor were
they well educated, lost had graduated from the seventh grade and learned
Italian st home, I recommend that the Division heve an assigned tesm of
one officer and two enlisted men, one of whom must be eble to speak the
hmnagoofthéewntry. This tecam will be concerned primerily with
military sccurity and will have nothing whatever to do with civil admine
istration or govermment, |

A1l other agents mfindiw available to the Arlv should be rooled and
assigned prior to the Opm'ationtoaapociﬁcareaor locality. There must |
be enough of these agents to provide these operatives for all large towns
and commmnities which will be taken by troope during the entire campaign,
These army agents would follow hard on the heels of the assaulting troops
and take over the docality previously assigned as soon as captured by our
troops,

As PAI (Prisoner of “ar Interrogators) for the Sicilimn operation, the
Division had four officers and ten me, An stiempt wes mado to provide a
team with the REN tropp, one with each combat command, and & reserve teem
at Division Headquarters, Dus to the bilingual nature of the campsign,
the teass were unbalanced with two Qermen and one Italian, or one German
and tvo Italian interregators. I believe assigmments to tesms of fouwr
men is most satisfactory and effective where two langusges are mET
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AWunuamwithaitmtamkm,’Ibolim,theMuluumu
but cne language is to be met, Training of Pl should include more
time spent in the study of tactieal dootrine, and less in the memorising
of tablen of organzetion and equipmmit, I believe scoe stuly of 2/0
1s suitabls, but details can be obtained from reference books and not
clutter up the minds of the PAI's, A knowledge of what troops do and
how they do it 15 essenticl to thefr tacticel intergogation, A brosd mile
{tary background 15 desiresblay At the present time the PNI prerequisite
ulkubnlmticiencr-abintytogxupmlitmprimnluum
considered and cue seldom finds an interpreter whose curiosity sbout
umuw-mmmmmwmmmmanbhmmm
from prisoners, The ourriculum st Camp Ritche hes seemingly been de-
-thumwtmu/gghm pecognition of renk, brench or service,
and enemy meterial,

Cose: 'here a lst 1t of Fleld Artillery was the

interropator, an enemy offiger told him that ouwr

time fire was no good, the intersogator pursued

the question no further} he did not ask the

whereins, the cwres, the smount of damage that
mdonl, otCyy OtCoe

Cases Where numerous are reported
as saying they lost "bocause the
fell down", no queations (such as," Was

. pearward dunpe?® "Nas it because bridges and
rails wiere blown out, and where™? Wias it aree~
denylng barreges or interdiction fires that

mm supplies from coming up?" ebce) were
nmmmhmmummmmmma
militery lnowledge of the important,

mwmumum,zmmmwm
bonquircdtobmnmtinmotncimyaelecudfmm-
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guage, The French Army, in its colonial services, has this systen as it
appertains to the colonial tonguegw- there is additional pay for such
profficiency,

f 4 ACCTYs, An officer of the Amgots spould be permanendly detalled
as a mewbor of the Special Staff of all diviasions engaged in operetions
in hostile territory, His function should be thet of advisor to the
commanding genoral on policles, and methods of implenenting these policies,
as regards ¢i¥il populations, He should be capable of conducting instructe
jon for all fleld officers and all company commanders in how to admine
ister an occupled town or community, This rmst be done pedor to the
invasion, In Sicily there were not emough Amgots gewailable to take over
the administration of eaptured towns and villares, In most cases it fell
to the lot of & lieutenant or compeny commender to asoume the functicns
of the mayor- treasurer~chief of public worke= chief rationesr~ and chief
of police, of some torm, lono of these officers had had any mrevious
instruction or training in the discharge of such duties, It is belleved
thtmdmnblebammdmetothelncalmbmth.eofﬁml
did not know who to trust,, how retions ware to be distributed, or what
prices were to be for retions or services, As in North ifrica, immediate
inflation resulted, The American soldier with his pockets full of money
wonld pay any price asked by local merchants and/or woucn,  Thare should
.MmffidmtAnMWMilabIewtmamthemtimoftm
lu'goréomndtinl._ at the sams time supervising and advising line officers
who are edninistering the emaller towns, It is recognised that it would
be impossible to have one Angot for each vAlAgge captured, and that/EHh
offiocers must be used in all cases, SECPI-_-T




Forde, Contd:

I am woridng on the ides of using the S«2 of the divisional
ordnance maeintainance battalion as my men to investigate and report upon
captured vehicles, machines, guns, and materiel of all kinds, In this
campaign, for lack of such an investigator who could be constantly on the
job, & eaptured, brend=new, fully battle stored, German Mark VI tank
was used by him troope ignorant of its valve to owr services to practice
with their basooke guns,
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Introduction:
The Armored Force representative on the ACF Poard in the

NATC was assipned to accompeny the DIME sub-task force in the invasion of

3icily. The core of this [force was the lst Infantry Division, i¥ajor
Seneral Terry Allen commanding both the Sub-task Force and the Division.
The Armored elements played various rolss at irrsgular intervals thru-out
the campaizgn. These roles, from the noint of view of the observer
will be related in more or less chronologicsl order, the interview data
teing placed in its proper sequence. ()ﬁ‘
1. On tne morning of the second day of the campaign a 350'
nunber of German tanks, 12-20, probavly nearer the latter figure, emerged
into the Gela plains from the nills some four miles east of Gela. Your
observer, having lef't the Division CI some fiftcen minutes earlier
fully primed with the G=2 knowleudre of *he situation, but having no
«nowledge of an impending tank attack, sav a great number of soldiers
of all branches leaving the tall sand dunes 60U yards in [rom the waters
edpe and some two miles east of Jela. Upon enquiry, I was told German
tanks were approaching. I climed the dune and found myself between a
couple of the guns of the 33rd FA Bn wnich were busylly shooting at about
twelve German Tanks which were milling avout on both sides of the Gela-
Hiscemi road in that area where it is apjroximately aprrall to the beach,
I saw & tank or two hit, but none immediately stopped until one was
hit and burned. The tunks were givins the guns near me a rapid return
fire until suddenly they began getting fire from one of +the lst Div.
Cannon companies from far to taeir left (vicinity of 288278}, A% this

time the two guns in "y vicinity gave out of ammunition and retired with
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their guns. Also at this time all except three or four of the lerman
tanks turned eastward to meet the new threat. As they turned there

was some [urther milling as tho with iadecision; further tanks were

hit (there were a total of seven left within a {ive nundred yard circle
about point250290) aﬁd the esstward moving tunks disappeared from my
view, 1 am not quite sure wihat became of the tunks that did not move
eastward. I am told that tanks belonging to the 2nd Armored Div (CCE)
rolled off LCT's, moved some five to seven hundred yards and gave battle--
1 did not see this and have not seen the 2nd Armored to check it. I am
further told that there was some naval gun fire (the Savannah) on these
tanizs., I did not recognize it as such. In any case, the German Tanks
came within some fourteen hundred yards of completely cutting thru the
lst Division front to the sea snd were right handily stopped with heavy
loss.

2. During the next few days it was impossible for the division
commander to attach to the CT8s under nis control groups of six to twelve
tanks. It is improbable that tnese attachments did very much actual ex-
ecution but their effect on our own infantry's morale was immense.

3. My next contact with tanks was to watch a day long battle
of the 26th Infantry CT to which the 70th Tk Bn was attached for
Barra Franca. Iy OP was very nigh and 1 could see & great many details,
The infantry was attackiag, two battalions abreast along the ridge which
parallels the “ezzarino-Barrafranca road, The 70th Tank Bn was on the
right, east flank, of the 26th. About nine o'clock in the morning some
twelve -fifteen German Tanks waddled down from an eastern exit from the
hilltop town of RarraFranca., Our tanks were allerted from the 0P I was
on. The German Tanis progressed very slowly a?d with excellent care for

cover down & siream line and thru wooded areas toward the position of
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our. kenks. It seemed to me tnat our tanks were slow getting set, but some
~en minutes in advance they did pet perfectly set with the tunks of one
company of nulldown defilade behind & ridge that commanded the low ground
peing followed by the German tanks. The remainder of our tanks were
loosely disposed in waides in rear of this front line. As the German
tanks came into range aad view our lights let them have what they came
for-- 37mm at 30U or less &ards. Seven German tanks stayed. A small
nunber retired. llost of.the Germen tanks were burned. At least +two
nore were xnocked off well back toward Barrafrasnca by artillery. OCur
teanks did not follow thru immediately. An hour or two later they moved a
short distance forward {3-400yds) and then retired. Somewhile
after mid afternoon they did move forwsurd and disappear‘into the shrubbery
all guns talking. “hich concludes the important parts of what L saw
save this: about midday I saw s couple of groups of six nebelwerfer
rocket shells land among our lights. Yet ﬁhen noving time came
they all moved off in good order except two that had thrown their tracks.
Col Wellborn the Tank Commander later told me that these nebelwerfers
killed four who were momentarily outside their tanks but did not in any
wise hurt the‘tanks.)
4, The morning after the Barrafranca fight I met Lt. Col
wellborn and his executive llajor Davidson, and Captain Tampler his §-3
on the road and talked to them and took the following notes, notes that
must be read in the light of the fact that they were just out of & right
hot battle.
"210mm mortar shells landed within 10 ft
of tank but left it undamaged.
Use only mediums or better in combat.
Speed of the lirht tank is not necessary

in combat.
‘'ust have a larger gun for combat.

. SECRET




®  SCCRET

The 7&mm howitzer in light tank
chassis, the m-8, would be better
with a 75mm gun.

The Platoon leader in a half-track
lacks mobility-- has to use a -8
to keep up,

Drop all half-tracks in the tank
battalion except those of the
medical people,

i‘ake no change in AFS tactics
teachings-- but drop tne pnrase,

*normal situatipn". there is no

such thing.

All officers fight unbuttoned to
assure control-- must keep head
out~-- teach tnat this is necessary.
Hdigherpowered field plasses are
necessary f{or higher officers
(eight power)

Do away with cannister.

7e want only twe kinds of smmun-
ition, HE and AF, both as high
powered as possible.

ava ot J:_T
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Tne next observed action of tanks was in the fight for BOMPIETRO.
The plan for this fight was simply that some thirty tanks of the 70th
light Tank En plus a doven or so attached iediuns would be the leadoff,
the shock elements and would be followed thru closeli by the 26th Inf.
Altho I observed this action from a high vantage point, I could see
but a very few individual tanks and thiose only for a very short while.
The broken nature of the terrain, its cover, the smoke of battle, and
the smoke of burning fields prevented anything like the over-all view
I had earlier at Darrafranca and was to have later at Cangi. Later
reports show the Tank Bn entirely successful in driving thru all
opposition tho they suffered relatively heavy tank casualties, this
letter probably due in vert to the fact that the 26th Inf Combat team did
not follow thru closely.
A Day or two later I interviewed Jajor Lavidson and Captain
Wampler, zxecutive officer and S-3 of tne Bn respectively with the
following results:
ORGATTIBATEORecommended that one Warrant Officer heintenance be
cnanged from the Bn g Company to the Service Company-- that is where
ne is actually used.
Ve want one coﬁpany of medium tanks in each LIGHT bn.
EQUIPMENT:
7e want at least & 57mm pun in our light tanks (but also we
want one medium company in each light battalion).
The multitudinous pieces of soldier uniform should be stream-
lined along the Iritish lines of simplicity.
Self sealing gasoline tunks for tanks are not considered
T
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practical.

The rasoline cruising radius of armored vehicles is considered
good to excellent.

For the fire-proofing of tanks we recormmend a more generous use
of asbestos,

Ve recommend the deletion of all half tracks appearing in the
Tank Bn Tables except those assiyned to the medical detachment.

As %o armor thickness and ability to withstand nenetration we
cun say we gebting hurt in lights by anythine that does not also
hurt the mediums.

e nave -0 eXperience with Tiesel driven tanks but witn -asoline
we are using a lot of tenits to burning-- we would like at least some
diesels for comparative and experimental purposes,

The T-2 recovery vehicle nas veen invaluable, The casualties in
the battalion to date (July 2¢ 1943} have been roughly as follows:

Of 39 officers, one killed, two seriously wounded, one slightly wounded.
Of 728 E..., eight killed, four missing, fourtee. seriously wounded,
fifteen slightly wounded, f {iftyfour %enks only seven have been

total losses-- a good wany others have been knocked out, left, recohvered
repaired and are ready for sction araln,

As to tank vision devices, cspecially for tank comanders, we
believe that tank commanders “UTT IIIT TITI2 "LADS CUT uatil small
arns fire is received recpardless of vision devices now available,
Turther we believe that thls fact shtould "¢ taurht as basic doctrine.

Te have nad no exnerience with sheel tracks; however in 8icily
IR 2 J

rubber tracks used from ILI& thru Tetralia are now of necessity deing
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turned after un sverase of just under two huandred miles wear,
ADVTIVISTRATION

‘hen battalions are attached to Infantry divisions, as this one
now is, the Ordnance supoly must be closer than has been common in
this campaipgn,

e greatly desire 1o have the idea »f furnishing tanks and
tank crews as complete units of replacewent pursued to a conclusion,
One nundred fifty replacements recelved from the Z7C at Cannistelle
ehout 6/15/47 were unsatisfactiry, altho there were a few excellent
men anong then. Almost rone had srusred trainine.  Some had as little
as eight days basic training.

Dattle field recovery of all usef.l materiel has to date been
100%. The T-2's are crand,

Canned heat, like thet of the kritisn, desired.
TRAIZNING:

Discipline--- Discipline--- Discipline---.,,

Infantry support must be close and i:mediate.

Air Corps officers need & couple of lessons in map reading and
a couple in strafing and bembing. OJur only air attacks to date have
been four by our own planes and we have suffered 7o casualties from
them,

ledium tank crews should be capable indirect-fire artillerymen.

Tark conranders must keep their heads out until small arms
fire is received rerardless of tie division devices now available--we
believe this should be taugat as basic doctrine,

Shortly after the foregoing interview the commanding officer of the
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vattlaion (It. Col. Wellborn) came in; He went over my notes and
agrecd with his subordinates in detail and added:

Ve believe that a new type tenk desipned as a special Lead
tank should be built. Its use-- to be the lead taak in channel-
ized operatioans. Such a tank would have & heavy cun, would have its
armor lightened evervwhere excert in front; the front armor would
ve thickened by as many inclies as proves possible-- six inches or
more of armor in front would not be too much.

fnoulder nolsters should Le [urnished tankers to case their
evacuation of a burning tank,

foange estimatiorn TIRU TELESCOFPIC SIGITS must be taught all

tunkers. Renpe estimation is not the answer; the answer is range
estimation TIRT TIZ TILESCOFIC SIGHTS thru which the tank gunner
ever sees his prey.

76 have developed a couple of items in the battalion that are
of interest. One is a small metallic point so welded on the roof
of the tank turret tnat it is in allirnvent with the vertical
hairs in the tank commanders periscope, waen the tank commanders peri-
scope is parralel to tne gun. 7ith tidis device in place the
tanx commander who has found a tarret, puts his runner on it by
having the runner rotate the turret uniil the metallic point takes
its place in front of the ruid nairs; the turret is thus stopped at
the rignt plece for the punner with his fixed periscope to picl up
the tarpet. The second item is a black out tent waich slides up
accordion fashion over the regular bows on an -3 half track. The
frane for tais is two pieces of angle-iron which slide along the

top of the nalf track sides, pl.s three bows of sligatly greater
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height than the bows on tne nalf track proper. Pulled out with its

cover in place, and with the half track rear door open, we have a

nice roomy blackout tent.
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The next tiane 1 saw ltanis in achiosa was Just cast of Zawrl, on
tre road to Spirlinga. Ths set up was tnis: A conbat tean wus first sent
down tae road to capture two quite prominent hills that rose from the
floor of the oroad east west valley thru whicn the road passed; this
was in part accomplisned but {urther progress would be difficult and costly
in casunlties. ‘'hen a conbat tean wus sent down each of the two
ridges boundinag the north and south of the valley. This was done but
it was found that to close the pincers thus in part establistied and
to clcan out and mon up the pinched out area would 1litely be a matter
of trading the Jernan a one for one casualty list-- not our vay. It
was then Jdeclded to send rignt down the floor of the valley {the 7Oth
ank BV reinforce. with some twelve mediums. The botton of the valley
was narrow-- in rare places there was ' a mane.ver vidth for tunvs of

o

teo hundred ifty yards and tais cutby & dry stream bed with sharp
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and/or undercut four-foot banks. The average maneuverable width was no more
than 10¢ vards and in & place or two it wus only *he width of the road.
Irom en excellent vanta e point I watched the tanks pour in Jjust at last
light of evening. There was uo shooting vefore the tanks were lost to
view in tnc closing dark. Then as I started to the rear and nad Fone some
four or five aundred yurds all guns seemed to open at once, 1 turned to
look at tne fireworks when I heard Col Vellborns voice &s he spoxe into
the CP 'icrophone.. I went over and joined aim. V.e watcned for a while
wiat was to appearances only a fireworks display. Soon “ellborn

said in effect, "George you may disengage your outfit now"; "pill

you cover him"; "Jum you come out now", "Pill will cover you to", etc etc".
The radio comnunications were working perfectly. A Company comrander

said "Colonel, please send an ambulance and a doctor t5 control point

iX; there is a tank on its side there". A new voice broke in as

follows "Yever mind repeating that, Colonel, we heard and the ambulance
and the doctor are on the way". The Company Commanders voice said

"Fine, Doc". Te whole tank force was in the clear about forty minutes
after nightfall, ahout fifteen minutes after the first disengagement.

The next morning it arpeared that not too many Cerrans nad actually

veen xilled, perhaps a dozen or two, bu the atiack, but they nad nad
enplanted in tlielr souls a 2ellova desire to be clsewhere and taey

nad very promptly acted upon it. The ‘alley was cleared and the

slowed moverent of tie Division eastward became a smart movement. Cost:

two burned tanks; two dead, [ive wounded.
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e attitule of our infantrymen toward tanks can perhaps best be

shown by two observed happenings on the campairn, One. I was a division

CF listening to the preliminary instructions being riven a conbat team

&
x

commander for an attack ais tean was *o nake. The CT Cormmender started

talking about the weariness of hls mon, how hard they had been [iphting
and marciing etc.. Then that pert of tie instructions that said a
aumber of tanks would be attacned to nls tean was given nim; he looked
& great deal nappler and sald no more .ot tired men. Two. I was

in the CP of & C7. The Regimental cowiunications officer came in and
said to the colonel in effect, "The tu ks are coming up and you know
wnat tnat means; tihey'll tear up half our wire". The colonel, who

I know was not indifferent to consunications problems and necessities,
replied "I don't give a damn if thney tear it all up; nell, we've

rot TATES haven't we". These and othcer like thinps leads your observer
to believe that tanks are almost a morale-necessity to the infantryman
in almost any situation. Their worth as a morale factor indicates the

5

attacament of some to infantry vhether *hey are to be used or misused,
eitaer vay they will pay thelr way,

Tae f>1lowing officers of *he Jdivision with which I travelled
all stated in various languares ot thgyr wanted a tunk bat+alion as an
integral part of *the Infauntry division.,
colonel J. #. Powen-- In Comdr taru Tualsia, Zgtl Comdr Taru 3icily.

Lt Col C E Beck, Bn Condr thru Tunisia, Zegtl Ix. thru 3icily,

¥aJ Talter I Grant, Bn Comdr taru 3icily, Regtl S8 thru Tuaisia

Lt Col John rilliamsen Regtl Ex Tunisia and Sicily
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Lt Zol, J O Curtis Asst G-2 Division, Tunisia and Sicily

Lt Col Rwobt, . York In Comdr Tunisia and Sicily

Lt Col Zen Sturnlerg EZa Coadr Tunisia and Sicily.

Ca.t Carlo Landall Co Comdr Tunisia, Bn 3-3 in 3icily.

“aj Irank Calisico Regtl S-Z Tunisia and Sicily.,

Colonel deorge Taylor Coabat Team comdr Thru ITunisia and Sicily

Lt Col 2. 3. Porter Division 4-2, Tunisia and Sicily. '

Some of tne foregoing sald Recomnaissance 3Squadron rather than
Tank Pattalion but tney all indicated one company of light tanks and
two of mediums.

Major General Trop ‘iddleton in a letter to "D (Ops Div) dated
July Slst 1943 said in part:

Tae 45th Division Task Force could have used a light

tank company in lieu of one of the medium tank companies of

the attached mediun tank battalion. Later in the operation

e medium tank company was traded to the lst Division for a

lizht companr. Light *unks are more mancuversble and can o

laces where it is difficult to ret the medium tank. I con-
g

sider medium and li;nt tanks an essential part of an infant-

ry division, unless thc division is operating where tanks

cannot be used. The mcre presencc of friendly tanks adds auch to

the morale of infantry.

I was recalled from Sicily velore it was possiblc for me to
interview mumbers of the 2nd Armored Uivision. Tais will be done as
early as circumstances outside my control permit,

The notes pertaining to taaks tuken by Colonel R. €. Hamilton

Infantry menber of the AGF Board who accompanied the sub task force

of wialch the 45th Division was the core, are hereto attached in appendix form.

A.S.J. Stovall, Jr. etc.
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 FIRST LIEUTTNANT KOATH E, BEICHLEY, ®G® COMPANY 67TH ARMORED REGIMENT

'(This offloer took part in both the Tunisien and Sicilian compeigns)
Tunlele wes a case to show the tankers need of a radio more
rolilblc\aa‘to receptions a gun with more mmsle velocityy and a tani

| ~with loss Siro hagnerd,
\ :

. The armorgf on the tank could be heavier, but a hevier gun comes
firet, Heneuverability should not be sacrificed to armor,
_“Only cue of the tanks I have seen Imocked out did hot cateh on

S,

fire, 5 ‘
Ow sights compere ungavorably with the German sight, Dq
Our new !5+3 glass 48 superdor to the German gless. ,))4)'
Cur cal, ¢50 AA pun 4s the best AA pun we could have, The drawe
bpck is that the turret minz is hard to move when the tuuk is moving or
on a slope, e should have z ring mouwnt simlar to the =32 mount
on the Idtchon trucks,
Our redios just do not reach out far encugh, The Army should
standardige redios to enable working with other organizations and
branches,
The German mmzle brake aleo serves to bresk up mczlc blast,
Oy muszle blast has glven owr positions awny,
TRAINING DOCTRINE LESSONS EXFIZIIINCE
Tunigia was a cas to shoi: the tankers necd fw/':ggo reconnaissance,
For comrol and observation you Lave got to be whers you can see,
You can't get encugh observetion buttoned up, Orly air bursts or
mMﬂ ostrafing should cause the closing of the tank euunandm
hateh, iﬂnbcmnldn-dhmidatankdthamm from a plane
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‘Belohley, contd, gFCF sE

We landed in Sicily on D plus one, were attached to the Sixteenth Combat
feam and went into an sssebly ares, At 2030 we were told to be prepered to
gotupatoz;OOforanattackdtht&ninfan&v. e did get up at QL00,
and I was told by my company commender (who had bee en recomncisssence
the avmingbefore)wtakom'platoonmdleadthompmwwamthw
asaanblyarenrightbaakofuninfonuv,micareammppondwbo
friendly territory. I took the lead and started out, e come to a road
block, The compeny cormender pointsd out the infantry position to me
onthohi@g‘oundtothefm.Wominmorlesaavallayvd.thhigh
sides, That kept us conaliscd on the roadf, ient down the road, turned right at
the road block, :/e bad gone asbout 200 yards down the road when eix Fooke=
‘Mlfes came over and storted to raise hell, Trying to get off the road
whereweoouldbéaoeasﬂysaen.vck.ptoatrylngtoﬁndanmdtfmtho

‘road. Iadvisedtheoompmytomtcbthoﬂmﬂmandtothefm.vmmn o
got&OO-éOOyardsﬁmtbeInfantxvpoaiﬁmvevereowmdmbyGewnntmhm

and 87e, Two tanks and mine got off the road in defiladc and brought fire on the
ency. lieermhile they got one tenky it burmed, all men escaped (It is
essentisl thateveryone keep the escape hatch free of stuff plled on top

o it and in working order) e treded blows frem that positiony a very
small eres for three tenis, but good defilade, The order came to withdraw
csimthoonlymngetoutmtogobackmthomnd,mmm
gmmhadmngedinontheapotwhemwmmtethbemad,lordmd
the plntomwlwmkeonthecmmnpoaition.-::e then mde our withdrawsl
to the road block where we pulled off the roed in the midet ef & heavy
artillery barruges An order cams to go down the the road the wy we

had coms, tum right and we would be mst by a guide, I took the lead and
started out and Lieutenant Finley followed with his platoons I got about

500 yards down the road, Shells were landing all about one landed

E*\,F\;
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on nmy tank and knocked out the sights, I gave the driver k1M1l the order
to pull off the road when we got to some covers, Then I ordered new
sight heads to bc put on and I made a foot recomalssance then, Went to
the top of the hill, Saw six Germen tigers and several other vehicles,
Went down to my tank right away, Brought my tenk into poeition, We got
an ammunition truck right off the bet, We put three VIa out of action
andapemomelcarriwpulm:gamm'hmwﬁmboututactim;

a projectile had slipped out of a cape from the heat of rapid fire (we
fired 66 rowds), About this time I lsarmed that four of the tanks fole -
lowing mehad been knocked out, About 14 casuzlties, of them two dead,
e backed off the hill abocut tventy yards and the crew tried to reduce the
Jam, even by using a eledge on the rammer staff, but couldnt make it,
PrevioustothiawewmfiﬁngAPonthetigem—mstoppﬁngthm.w;
had moved fram one position to another and renges wvaried from 900 tO
1900 yarda, Stopped threc of the six tigers with HE, the other three
getting on thru my field of fire, I went on back and started looking for
my boattakion commander, cund hine iie made a reconnaissance of the
battlefisld, Found thio thwree tanis two days later, They were towed awmy
by the Germans when our gun went out of action= richt in rlain view, I
Enow we killed not less than ten Germcns,
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Seeond Lieutenant Chas,V%, Finley, 67th Infantry,

(Mn the above nemed officer was asied what it was like to be in a
knocked out tenk, he gave the folklowing story)

It wos just east of Gela, on duly 124 193, I wos the tank
occomendsy, The tor turrdt hatches were opme. TWe were in fifth gear,
Then the shell hit the tank I wes cbserving all eround, It hit the left
side of the turret, lmoeking out the periscopes of the driver and the
sesistant driver, Toe tank was lost from comtrol; started going from
one side to the other of iLhe roady stopped in the left diteh, I bent
down and asked whether we were on five, Hhen I asked he radic men sedd
he eaw no fire but bhat it was redhot inside, I told the driver to see Oq
whether the tenk would move, to back up, Hﬁaaidheoouldmh Iw'?);o'
the commend to ebandon tanik, I got out firet and jumped out towerd the road
and scuatted in the bar diteh, The front hatches opaned and the assistent
driver and the drivar started out, My gmnc got out with his tonmygun,
The radio man followod, When all were wlear I motioned them to follow
me, The driver and the radloman made a direst run in my direction, 7The
gumer and the assistant driver wnt to my right fifteen yads, We Jumped
into good ocover in e little ravinej steyed 2 very few minutes, Could see
the tank that was behind me come wpw Den were getting out, Because of
the shelling we left, climbing & hill, A lster shot peustreted my tank,
mmthmbmmd. A1l hatches were open when the firo started,

SECReT |
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Staff Sergeent Wn, R Wilson, commending a platoon of the 67th AR,
ECUIPMENT S

I 1ike the gasoline engine and we are doing alright with thes we have
but I would prefer a diesel; more power,

We have a good gun,

Wo want some cmoke, aboub ten out of a hwndired, e uss it for deaige
nation of targets, to excite the enemy, to lay sareens, e should have
about fifteen rounds of AP in the hundredj all the rest HE, We use AP
only for tanksy IE on all kinds of targets) ﬂlahouldbemperclnrged.

I 1ike the rubber trecks o experience with stesl, Steel tracks cut
down speed, Speed has not been necessary in this campaign,

The ooaxlal machinegun showld be a 50 cales

The .50 8al, AA's are keeping the planes up for us, Then we pull an
attack we pull the A4s inside, and remount them right after the attack, o‘\

Ve really need a better alght, ’17‘50

The 508 and the 520 radios go out in defilades alao we have some troabls

with their fuces,
The belt holsters are (Kj the shoulder holster is nol necessary,
(Sgte lson was asked whst he now knew thet be did not uow when hs
left the States; his reply is contained in the first peragreph belows the
other statements were without any direction of the flow on my part)
In tank fighting tal:e it olow, Do lots of obscrviage Fight a

n\&&ofmﬁwwgaunrrathertIntomwtwdm. mnkecmma‘

must get cut of their tanks and recomoitre befove commitiing them, Never

montheﬂmﬂ:ofthetam:mthemmbimmg@,tbimamul.
Ima'iththﬂ}lmmam we were shooting at gun

emplacements, etces Ve usuelly hit with the third shot, The ra?o eatimetion



¢
SECRET

wes good, I have secn hmtdmm some better, and a lot worse, The tank commender
would nake the renge octimations with his head out of the tenk,

I always fight with my head out of my tank, I would only button
up for time fire, Ithénkmahatchsbmldbeomelm. I am told that
percussion can iill wism both are closed when there is a nearby boab,

I 1iked £ighting with the Banomrss we were in support and not
over-uscd,

then the platoon comander gets the dope he must tell the tenk
commanders es much as possibloww mmst eey where he 1s going, what's going to

happen,
I contg%ﬁ tenkis by radioj hand signals not goody radio importent,

Iven in/oorbet the loader should have a rag, should wipe all am-
unition, and after every five or six shots should wipe out the breach
in about fifteen inches, and ehould wipe off the block,

Loader and assistant should know the stowage plan of the kinds of
ampunition in the tank,

The Gummer should keep his gun bore-gighted at all times—— never
less than once & day, ‘

The loader should know how to set fuses, super or dal.y,

Everyman in the crew should know all the crew jobs,
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Staff Sergeant FuRShay, Platoon Sergeant 67th BMBGESYY AR
nuTRmEm:
I prefer the dadsel; I have tried theu; more power, more speed
mechanics canbevtpainedtoupair.
wnh‘_ammmm
Mrag@nmﬂwrhdnn
The tank should be lower, it is altogether too high, I would do
awsy withe tho-space under the basket,
qu;.{dx;atwhavea&l.owcoﬁalgun.
The AA 450 45 OK on a rosd merch, etc., but in combat it has o be
reoved,
The cm. odgit 1a tho best wetve got. bt 1 wouldntt, turn domn a
betterotﬁ; Miamtasmodaathe(}emam.
We’ﬁmgmwarymm.
We 1dke our ammrdtion in the proportion 45 super-iE, 36 AP, and
IRE 9 AP,
~ (Sgte\Shay was asked what be nov knew that he did not inow when he
left the Btatesy his reply is cortained in the MMM paregraph belowf e

To,‘matmmmummwm:m
outwhatﬁhwhsn. Fian to suit the findings. If necessary tank commanders

atnuldgcf.m\angofmrdandresﬂ.lylook. if there are AT guns the
platoonéhonldbobnghtintodaﬁlade;bﬂngﬂnontbengmlm
n@‘mew,\mtammmmrinmthem'ﬂmk. Ir‘l‘ankaaﬁ
m(llarkf('vi‘k)' the tanks should not fight tank to tank, but withdrew to
demadewmmnnmmn. If the enemy tanks are lMark IVis fight

thutankhotmk(tmdeﬁladoitpouible). Mines ruin tracks end bend
SFCpey
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W.Contdz
bogles but make no holes in thie floor, Approach prebeble areas of mines

after engineecrs have checked the giound, It 13 likely that the ecsy

route around the trip is rndned, Try blowing out mines vith a few 1M NEts,
If I wet o Germen infantry battallon with bazookns I would try to open all guns
and use my Cale »30's on the infantry, .hen stopped put out a march

outpost even in momontary stopu in the bettle area.
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(lote: ttanpt.ing to mm down the cause of tank fires I asked tho 3rd
Battalion of the 67th Armored Regiment (perhaps the most heavily engaged
battalior in the campaign) to let me:dnterview all available occupents
of tanks that had burned; most were not available due to their own
burnsy some were Just out of camps svallnble were only four, The story
of a £ifth 1s included ae a second=hand story, Each story picks up
with the strike)
SERGLANT FRANCIS DVAIDRIA, 6TTH WYAWANYFARMORFD REGIM-IT,

FI2We

There wero three atrméontherorm'dpartoftb‘ hull znd one
hit the right front final drive, (then we climbed out of the escape
hatch 1 noticed the front Armor over the differential housing was red
hot, Tank was set fire by tracers hitting us while gas was loaaking out
of the cverturned tank,
SERGEAIT VERNOE IRWIN 67th XRMORED REGIMENT,

FIRE:

The first strike did not pametratej hit the flange ehield around

comportment, Gasoline caught fire. No body got bwrnedj six aboard,
While we were getiin; out, ons man twned the fire extinguisher on Fégp)df
the seat of another mans trousers, which verc afire, os he clisbed out,
and saved him, (The battalion executive heard thils story and took
addition:l names and data for the purpose of looking into an award to
recogtize the vpresence of nind of the soldier wici!dir: the fire extinguisher),
CCRICRAL FaCoBrady, 67TH ARCRID ECI:ENT,

Flnzs

The tank wes first struck Just bebind turret on the right side
of t.he tanks sheared off the hateh that covers the throw-out beorirgsg
did not penetrate fighting compartnent; ruined motorj some smoke but saw

SECRET

N

the point wherc gun entors turret, The seoond strilte did penetratep went X
into the engine compartment and gns tanky did not enter fighting ’},‘J
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no fire, The second strike hit the hull at th: notor compartment, hitting
the right rosoline tanle, The tank burned, The raocoline mas set an fire,
IRIVATE HU,Te LYICH, O7TH ATICRED 2EGIMNT,

FIRD: ‘

1st Tenk,

The tank was hit by OCs several times, DBacked off the road and
turned over. It was very hot and amoking inside, e came out of the
escape hateh, Another shot-—~ fire started, MNo shots entered the fighting
compartrient.

2nd Tonk,

After veing hit scverzl times by a German Mark VI tank about the
turret and distroyin~ our mum and gun shield, we were hit by an AT
shell; it hit the enrine compartment,. CGuess it exploded the gasolinee
Flame came out thru the turret., No shells enterod the fighting comparteent,
BAJCD C,B,DACHIIN::, 67TH ANLCREY REGIMENT, |

1st lievtenant J,L,hite had his tank struck in the left side, just
below the spongon, am Just in renpr of the spmrocket, Iifarks show the
projectile had come FAGH/E/IEIEL/ MM in on a line about normal to
the left side of the tank, and was traveling dowmward, Chell did not

force of the

penetrate, The/explosion of the shell was upwardy the floor of the
sponson above the point of impact vas blown upward end imrerd, The driver
was killed instantly, hite, who got oubt &lmost Inclcrbly had severe
burns on tie exposed parts of his hands and wrists, ihite calls it a
"Flash Burn", All pot out except the driver, All were burned, iihite is
still under treatment, |

SECkeT
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Cotonel Sidney Hinds, Commanding Alst Armored Infantry,
ORGANIZATICN:

I would ke the fourth battalion proposed by Heneral Rose; the
2} ton truck would bs suitable for this battalion only,

Owr Armored Infantry Regimettal maintenance personnel should be
increased, e have a maintensnce platoon; we need & meintenance company
scmperable to that of the tank regimmt, The regimental maintenance
officar should be e captain,

EQUIPMENT} \

I 1iko the halftraci as imy I do not want the 2iton truck to
ronlacowhmtrach. :

I want a peep-mounted Slmm megtar, mmmummm 0“\
They fire froo the vehicle. We have slits to receive the feet of the 1)‘50‘
t:im,mmmwummm&m. It has
mmmmnumwmwmtm. The peep
carries only about fiftesn rounds of amsmition for the morter,

Wo have scquired an Italian @lmm mortar to pair with essh of owr
60mn mortars, This gives us a cholos of weapon, We use our S0ma morter
sights cn the Italian mortar; our regular range table applies,

H.Mam-wwmwolma-smnm;mm
waterdooled ¢al, .30,

We NEED the forty SCR 536 radios given us as & special issue, We are
using $hem for many things, We would not like to looss them under any
circumstances. I oarry s pair in my peep, xmwmm
lmuldbomstandarqoquipmt.

WWWMewa%M«WM&MMW
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remtaiwmﬂer. Wehavothanovumn-ctmdwdequim
bondemndard Atiey are easily mounted in the peep,
Bmmeal’mew fire, and not becauwe of difference in mobiliity, the
mmmﬂnﬁumtmmmﬁm‘
m;gamduu»nmmlam-qmm We need three
m(tﬂm);mmmm“%wmmmhgatMy
ton Jack for strajchtening Tremesd/SM/IROR/SHIEKI/ I SHFT AL o
ndmld&#ainalmﬁmﬁMW.
wemdmtmo-qumwwmtmmmcmmmm”
for the eped-ﬂ. service officer,
I have s W mtmm37mm¢ammldo
wfﬁ, tme that would n;b-mm the 57m for it,
hcm/MaMdelmM Drop the A & B barrack

bm; thQMewcmmJmem\Wanmaut cover,
Such a cover:: unma-mm,mwm,mmmm

ombhnm. \
Mmofwmcbmgoodrormmthmdx
_hwmqameamemmwmuowwm |
zooo-zsoo'niﬁmmuamweamm-
mwm&dmonapdr'otwmtmbewwmplm
cmmw on. the halftyacks Anuhuwbmmmmck
mmwbmmmnwmwwmmm;
mmmmmtmwmmmwm
drlmhattandch'intromthefmnt. |
msscnsmcmmnmmmmmms |
Axwvddocmismmmm
As amttworgmmwycupemm"mbaymww
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nmum&wmmzmummmmmwmum
rmléeaapq; sometimes use the regimental recornaissance on the flenk

thﬁvidmmlwo@abmmmmnmumtm.

In the bvawnta on Falexmo, Uro, and Ganacatti, the advance eleme
ents were much the same and all followed the following patterns

Reoonnai ssenoe
followed by & point or adyance party, thucs
Flatoon of mediuy tanks ]
7latocn of Inf in hawranks; A1l undert 1 officer,

& Lortar
" followed by another - team, tims:
Flatoon of Intmﬁry in Liz2lftrecks
sesault gun

- followed by still another, thus:
Assault Co, leee abovo two plats,
Coe loss sbove two plats,

antry Co Juss sbove two plats,

Beavymmm.
mmmwmm,mmmmrmwtmm.mmm&ntm
riding on the decks of tanksj substituting mortars for the heavy machine
guns, eiCey Ces | ) .

ummmmtmummmmm.m\‘
pommnuubmannmmmemmmmmww A
the position cut, \
xummamnot@wppeuﬂymmmwpnmm
nquirodtohhout.anﬂﬂ. Mwmm,wwn
over & high bill, and got rid of 1t in fortyfive mimtos, 'M\Qnt
mmowmdbyabmotﬁmtmwmutmmmm,
and cne light mechinegun squade mmaamwmmmmm |
'mﬁm:wmu,mmmmamm«&

mownted too soat) wmmtmmumwmmm,mz{m

encugh to foree & dismount, MM%WWNAWMN\

e Y SECRET ./
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foot which cost them about one hour, SECR’:T

Uehanmawhwm.ngingiteootartm ¥ hawve
mmimmmmmwmmmmmmmmm
of the front line,

In bringing up troops in halftracks the crucial factor 4s finding &
M,M,Mop,tmrﬁ. This needs careful reconnaissance and
placesent of guldes, Spectal weapons vehicles have to be eut out of the
column, mlyimodottfummd/wmdudotmg they must guard
eepectally agalnat wrvng vehicles following the cuteout vebicles out of
the colum, |

w.tahtho”moutorﬂitemlarmmmm,
and mount it in the platoon leederts halftrack, This gives us extra trucks
for general use, The company also hes three towed thirty sevens,
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Lieutenant Colonel MJ.Mioran, Cadg let Battelion, Llst Infartry,
CRGANT. ATION:

The table of orgerdsation should provide the armored infentry bettalion
with an S and sn Se@=3, AL [eesemd the Bettalion excoutive is also the
Sw2=3, which makes hin useless in one capacity or the other,

In the old T/b machine gmners and certain mortar people were suppssed
to carry the pistol; tommyguns and rifles were swstituted; this overburdens

the nen,
A corporal should be authveised as second in command of mortar squads,-:
ECUIPMENTS

There is a crying need for a metter AA mount for the 50 cale, q
The Battellon 14R platoon should have an SCR 528y it gete ot of o U
range vory quickly with the present SCR 510, 1)‘)

A smakl penerator should be provided to powmsr the SCR 193, A conser~
vative estimstes My battalion yadio operated 1150 hours of the firet
1200 hours of the campelgn,

Neithe# soout. scction of the battalion ISR platoon hes a redio,
Both should have the SGR 5103 would $noresse efficiency immnsely,

nmmmmmwucd@wwmmwmlmﬁw.

meuzmnm'n«nmmtmmwvemsmm
mhtmmmmsbhmmrwomu
night or in winterj uses smell wall fly at other times,

Eliminate #1 and 72 chests, medical; also alezinste from the medical
property 1 lantern, one lantern case, and one aplint eet,

Halftyacks, not trucks, are the thing for armored infentry; when

hit the casualties are very low, -
- SECR=T




her'e, dwum be telescopdc Jeights per pwooon of armored inf,

w'wwmmmmwuwm
o-pocmnmy' Eh‘lmaw&gm. On this operstion one of my coaperies
giambunt e ﬁ-obpdom.vtenpupemdmw«
ton truck, | nmmw‘atmtﬂmwmgoodmwm.
quwmmemmmmmmtm
Itmedvatm Fﬁat mwmnmmﬁh&m-&matm

on D day, mMMWWMemctedtobommblyutc.
Amy,n’hmtddtedqﬁnuaigmdus,mwmﬂmhul
poaalbhmdm:.ny A Jittle later, with heavy bombing and strafing,
unndmdngm-omumu. Secondy Working with the Rangers, four miles

SECETT
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north of GELA we lmmohed a night shtasks it was a step by step attack,
and due to resistance to sertain of those steps, daylight esught I
penkhonicemmuktidm utmmonouQﬁtooummtwk,mms
us on & piain before the enmy positions We dug ing from 0530 to 1300
n‘mmmmuuﬁmwm;mdun
negligibles
IthwthmmmwMaw
mop-up, This was overlooked in ¢ne cese in my battalion and nearly coot
us dearly, The leading compeny had been sent forward to sttack and
occupy a definite ssctors  The company advonced, reached the objective,
and concaerned itself primarily with digging in, An hour later, when the
hmwmmmmam,mmomdnpmﬁfm
apill»boxrightinthalmdiogm'am. 'momchhadbom
taken for gramted,
TMG“&MM&#MW%MAWM&M
battle défgs meutality, Ixsept for decreasing distances on maneuvers,
1t was oommon practice to adopt eesemtially the seme formation for a
day or for & might march. I fouwd when the combat commend wes moving
north on Paleymo this was a fdlee conocept, As the columy advanced at

‘mmitmmmwnwmmrmdpodumm

nbout.lowm. Imcomndimthoadrameguudatthotm,and‘
nhndbothu@taadmd!mmtamminnm Yo found thet the only force
mtmﬂdmpeﬁﬁhthodtu&timmfmmmy,tMsdmtom
tiunylmviubmw. I found the road in the are cluttered with

mvyaturtwmumunmmmwmmmm So many
otmu-opora}iomcaﬂvmmmmutothexﬂgmmmnim
mwtheday;hat-nmatubmmmrmgg'ymgm

: o
F SRS
T
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formations accordingly, In this particuler case I took out a battery of
100mm artillery, cne mortar and two machine guns with infentry alone,

Then the country 15 inown to be fres of mines there is no question
that tanka should leave the road freely, ' But when the ares is lnown to
be mined it becomes a debateable point, We lndbomtold,franeuperien&
in Tunis, that the road shoulders are almoet invarisbly nined, Vhen we hove
air superiority I see no advantaoge shatever in ruming the risk of en=
countering uines by leeving the reads,

The matter of burial of the enemy dend was handled by having the
msmm.mrwm,hwmmmm.

ihemhbleeffwtamméuotomtmlofnmlfmw
»e, T:‘e cruiser Savennsh supporMut from Gela to Butera, Technique wne
A identical with the forwerd cbserver system,

Stress ihe neceszity to start bullding ROOs by giving them added
responsibility, Rmmwww are given R(0Os as a
natter of rowtine=- matters that m&u life ard death, Give them more
-pocincmponaibiliueemndngt;hetrainingpuioda. Take scme of the
more menial responsibilities and give them to the noncoms as training,

Halftracks had a tremendous norale effect on the Italiasns, I saw
two halftracks go out, withatand rifle and machinegun fire, and bring in
400500 Ltalians, Ialsbmtwtanhsand-fmpmrtrwkswrktogether
to do the seme triclk, ,

| meWWmm,m&jsmm‘Ww‘raWo{
twelve miles, The officer of the deck was supposed to cive tham & bearings
mdtd.m’#dmt.

SECRET
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CAPAIN HeAoCARRELL, CCIZWANDING ®G® COMPANY 43ST ARMORED INFANTRY
ECUTRINT \
There should be ropes, hendles, or other provisions on the dacls of
tanks for the riding infontry to liold to,
I have no usc for a towed AT gung the 37m on a halftrack is practical,
Ve have trouble with the rocket s denting easily, |
I believe the AT rifle rremade is es good 45 the bazoolan, Iy men do
not like or trust the bazoolz. The £ins an the rocket £o11 off premturely,
one or two of thesc guns In the division have aploded,
Yy men originall; liked the tormypung row thoy wont carry it if
they con get anything elase; 1t is too short renged.
Jortar nen, machine gumers, and bazooks men chould be armed with ?'
the pistol, ,h
The halftrock twns cal, o30 armor plercing ammeiition at 300-400 yds,
" Cwr llelftrack bodico are so shallow some of the personnel has
difficulty getting down low enough to be jrotected,
I vould Uike to see two to fowr SF Cal, 50, porpom type AA s
in each infantry company.
Our  canmpany truck trensportation is inadequates we need one
additional 1} tonf trucky we could do awny with the threecuorter ton
truck from which the T gun lns bean removed (and placed in halftrack),
/e need one cr two twelve-el-hteen povered binoculare in each
conpany, -
The Germen end Italian steal handled embreaching type pick ax
is better than oursj shortar handlej heavier,
later proof barrack begs are needed, (Col Ninds, who was present,
seconded this motion).

SECike[
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LSS NS TRAINIRG DOCTRINE EXPERILIICE
I think the old concepl of five yards betwean skirmishers is entirely
inadequate, At Canacattd we had to advance three cuarters ofamileémanopo}
an open plaing we were getting 50mm mortar fire, a little machine gun
fire, and aloo the shorts frem amdi tank guns(88s or 90s), At the start
I ordered 20-25 yurds betweon skiraishers, ‘e had only threec slight case
ualties, I feel certain, had we been closcr, we would Lav undoubtedly had
morc casunlties, In a similar formation we withstood strafing by p=3¢s
without cacualty,
I do not believe in the 120yard interval between vehiclos; 250~3C0
yards would be better, if rond space permits, An alr attack passed up
ny vehicles which hiecd thesc incressed distances and went on to attack
sonc other veiicles at 75 yard distancos, (Conewal RoooudifffrEes/ KN/ ArS
who s presant, ddsacrees with any distance grecter than one Mnmdred
twety jardeg considerations of roed space, of time, and of control,)
The present basic load for ow 378 1s 207 HE, 80% AP,, e should
carry a minium of 502 HE.,
A1l soldiers should be tavght to ewim,
I sugpest the feasibility of making river aroesings in campaign

in kapok life jackels,
A Tank carries seven infantrymen on its deck nicely; a tank company

carries an infantry company nicely,

SECRET
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CCLONEL STCOVALLYS IUTTRVIEY VITH COILONMEL NrTCN . & NES, QMDG Tl FIFTH
ARMORED ARTILLEAY G(UPe

(OCIONEL JUiES has had as long service with 3P artillery as any other
artillerymen; he is the only artillerymen other than Brig Gen Robert
Meprdet who hes foucht SP in quantityy PBrig, Gsan, Maurice Roee aays of
Solonel ’oge that he i the best and most experienced ertillerymen in
Amr.,)
Equipments
The neod for longer renged,fiff/ heevier guns in this group, which
in effect is Corp Artillery supporting an armored division, has been
conclusively showm in the Sicilinn Campeden, Ny letter in this regard,
similar td one written after the Tunisian Cacpaicn 4o herewith (follows
Cclonel Jonec'! verbel stztements, 0“
I am not sold on the SP, It is wneconumical, Under a camouflage .
net therc is ~luvays o ga question as to whether an SP can be saved fmfh
burning after « single hit, German tige fire has burned four of my SP's,
The necd for Sits in osupporting roles (not arganic) remains to be proven,
1 personelly hove arrived at the definite conviction that the need 1s
disproven, ol that Towed artillery is the answer in supporting roles,
The battalion occibet trains should drop their halftracks and trailers

and get regular 2jion trucks for heulig sxmnition; the trucks should

have cargd trailers, 7

A8 to relizbility I rate the following vehicles in the order: lst,
2)7 trucky 2nd the poep, next the half track, next the WM u/?,iz’:
lest the /5 light tank,

Our ¢50 cal, AA'e around pun positions were o godsend, The AA mount
on the halftrack is better then that on the 2iton truck,
AIRINISTRATICNG

The requirements for DSC!'s, legion of Uerits, etc,, must be clarified,

Now, in c:ses of identicel effort, a decorstion is awarded one
denied to another, :
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N7 Jones, Contd:
LiSSCHS TRATITIIG DCCTRINE EXFPERIFICE

 Notling mot loarmed in the Tundelan Campaign has been learned in the

Sicilian Campaign, The luososons of Tundsia, already reported, have been
verified in Sicily,

..¢ havce loarned to work to get road time allotted to us rathor
than attempting to conduct o schedule march,

Cup cboervers are some ten tines as effectivo cs mosty we have
professional observers (3)s I believe we should have either six or nine
in order to keep up continuous servics, About thirty percent of the
obeervers are inalfcctime at, eny one momant changing stationg, etoes )

The Fdold Ariillery School doctrine end service artillery pubw
lications are CK exsept the idcc thet the survey con oxtend into the
terget aree 1o rediculous,

Battalion migsions are rore with on organization of the tipe of
niney owrs are generally bettory missions,

Ricochet firc can only be effectively amployed in a very, very fow

situstions, The ricochet requires sn angle of # impact gencrally une
obtainable, leirke wont stay on flat grownd, will stay on slopes of
hills, fore or aft., Thare 13 no assurance there wes any riocochet effect
in the whole Sicilion cempaign (This statement was made in the presence
of his three vattalion commanders nd with their full agreement),

Baamp
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Ve

S S e » Inthe Field
e EERE © 18 August 1943

SUBJRCTY Ke-armament. of the 5th Field Artillery Group,
Gomanding General, NATOUSA = e

W

; I%: 18 urgently requested- that thé armament of the three battalions

this Group, the 58th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, the 62nd Armored

81d-Artillery Battalion, and the 65th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, be

hanged from the 105mm Howitzer, Motor Carriage, M-7, to the 4.5" Gun, towed
"either a Half«track, M-3, or by a vwheeled prime mover, ‘

¥ .. THiS request is based on the. conclusion that long range guns for
the reinfor¢ing artillery are essential for successful counter-battery.
%;ag"q.:knéft*‘{}é:"jqap.,d_iviSiOnal artillery and: heavy weapons, and for rapid shifting

~of supporting:fires from one sector to another. The above conclusion is

“based’ on'‘the following considerations:. =
o . sa. - 8¢ Ourrole will be an effensive one, - The ¢nemy, forced to
*, “resort to defensive warfare, will place his divisional artillery in such-
: - depth that. the bulkiof light artillery will provide a .two or three thousand
yard coverage in-front of his own front lines. His 105mm gun-howitzer fir-
- ing with super chayge may be placed 10,000 yards behind His own front lines
and accomplish such a mission., If we allow. two thousand yards from the L
.. . enemy'to our own front lines, and a further five thousand.yards for positions
» - for our divisional artillery, it is evident that reinforcing artillery must
occupy positions that require a range of at least 17,000 yaprds to reach the .
enemy light artillery, To effectivély counter-battery the enemy medium and

heavy artillery requires an even greater range.

L b, Both the Tunisian and Sicilian caspaigns have proved that
German light and medium artillery outranges both out*divisional light artillery:
and the reinforcing artillery of this Group. The Germefiscan and have used -
counter~battery against us without our being able to retaliate, - Had this Group
been equipped with the 4.5 gun the above conditions cofld pever have existed,

- ¢. Since the range of the.»;préggggﬁé-’i"‘m&ﬁbnt- of this Group is -
the same as that of the organic light artil lary '0f & division, it has often
resulted in a serious overcrowding of .the avaiXable artillery positions and -

_.& Jamming of the road .nets leading into thiem. - gy RERCE EUR

"_ SECRET
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Ltr, Hg. 5th FA Gp,i"Re—armament of the 5th FA Gp" (Cont'd)

This gondition’ has resulted in the asslgning of position areas for the

reinforcing arﬁillery in rear of those of the organic artillery. In some

inatanoes these areas were necessarily so far back that they could not be
C fired from,“end, as a.result, the battalions of this Group were forced on
“¢oceasignsxtoﬁactually occupy positions in front of the friendly infantry.
v’}Thia'gs» st._dangerous procedure, .and one that could not be considered
~in af strong opposition. -

d - The Germans have proved themselves skillful in the delay-
i ‘and swift withdrawal, . Their use of ‘mines, road blocks, and long
‘vinga»interdiction {fires have repeatiedly left effective pursuit to the dive
bombers and long range artillery.  Many proritable targets under observation
“of our forward observers. have esdapéd becsuse of the short range of our
“reinforeing weapons. o :

. ' Reinforclng artillery may frequently be asslgned missions
in adjoining sectors over the Corps Artillery Officer's radio net. With this

- lateral displacement of targets an incérease of at least 3000 yards in range
:is essential..:The range of the Le5 gunﬁmakes possible thls shlfting of fires
"withbdt-a displacement 1n most cases. Cr

”3. The follow1ng facts, proved on the battlefield -are also presented
\‘sfor considerationz

' c a. The Motor Carriages,: M¥7,gﬁith uhibh the Group is now -
ﬁequippcd are reqniring so much maintenanue at the present. time that’ it will
- be necessary for a 100% replacement in the mear future., It is estimated
‘that a Motor Carriage ¥~7, requires four times as much labor maintenance,
- and tem times ‘thé ‘maintenance cost of a: helﬂ-track or Wheeled prome ‘mover,

b, The normal consumption.of gasoline has been found to be
'about one gallon per mile for a Motor (a&rriage, M=-7, against about one
gallon per four miles for a half-tréek or wheeled prime mover,

c. While it has been " provad that the Motor Carriage, ¥=7,

. possesses. truly remarkable ability to negotiate rough terrain, it has been e
found that truck drawn artillery has been-able. to negotiate any terrain, the
Motor Carriage, M-7, has traversed to. date., The Ancreased, speed of towed .
artillery would result in a great saving of téad space and time, as the

steel tracks have reduced the speed of - the' motor carniage, M-?, to approxi-
‘mately ten miles per hour.

-d, The existing commdnication facilitres or the battalions - R
~of this Group is superior to that of a regularly organfzed battalion of rieldf_‘

‘artillery, making it possible to utilize the increased range of the bhe5° ‘gun’
‘to‘the fullest exterit. _ .

‘.~".’3 i &

S bhe -In view of the: above enumerated reasons, ‘and many others not
‘ mentloned it is again requested that the battalions of ‘the Group be
eqnlpped w1th L5 guns at the earliest possible date,

L e ' NEWTON Ww. JONES A
S ‘ ‘ RN Colonel, Field Artlllery
SECRET a ) o - ' Yyt Ve e H T : N Commanding.
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LT(X)LEABAHEYCO!&)G!ﬁm?ABN(AmD) (5th Aymd ATt Gp)

WNCERE
EQUIMMENTS .

wouantagmthatuillmgouvuiworgamcmmary. I
would 1iko the ke5 towed (prefer to Im12)e An SP gun is not nooded ec
for back as we f£ind ourselves, Towed gun saves maintainance, Prefer
aumkumemmw(mmr.mbo).amsob.’

mefomﬂobwvar'audiosmﬂﬂumvldhavemlfits
pmcnt-waightandtdceitam

HWW?Mwm,whWimetmm
five (above 1171 mils)e

m&éomgotiumbmkenoomrybettwuwnsm.

SUPFLY1
Mmmmﬂompmmm. lly battelion hes had four

1255088 TRAINING JOCTRINE EXPERTENCE

Enrybocb'naedemrempmdin&

The FAOCS training is OK, I'm satisfied,

TheFASd)ouldtemhthatartﬁloryiaumJJyhOOO-&OCOnrdlbdﬂnd
the linee— not as closc os with the 7%m in World “er I

QUESTIONS mmmmodmitmrmwmmmm
ahouldmttakeaeou;ﬂ.eotlmhatwﬁ—?g it looks like nothing elss
onuarth,yntthwbmbaminmﬂ'it.
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It Col R C Conder Comdg 62nd FA Bn (Armd) ( 5th armd Art Gp)

- ECUIPMENTS . SECR ET

I would 1ils the 445 for use in this group and in my battalion on
‘abadaafmvingamwchoioeotpoaitim. Ve need a gun that will
shoot as far as the observer can see, A longer ranged gun would have
been fine a Biperte, 1 am not ocertain of the tow,

with the extra communlcations facilitles allowed us for this
campaign, cormamic tions were satisfactorys The extres must not [ be
taken avay,

CRGANIZ.,TICHs

‘The Group should have a meintainance platoon of itas own, As these
groupe chenge now, new ardnance outfits come in and wont belleve us (We
say we nced and want lo tracks, and they come down and check) Theos /‘)@
Ordnance outfits nove off without notioe, (Col !1,%W.Jones and 1% Col
B, .JlcQunde agree)

I believe thore should be o battery of AA attached to each battalionm,
non~organicd
EXPERIENCES

I find thet when I BRjoin a unit thay maics better use of my cbservers
than they do the first tiue,

The FA OCS product shows some results of the method of selection
prior to entry into 0CS,

SECRET
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LT COL L C FAIBLLISOCIFY  Comarnding Lith rield rrbillecs Dattalion (Armored)
(In this inkrvie. Ocionel Eriecersicrif vas assistel by sevoral of his staff)

CRGANT.TTICH

Our bottslion cub planes were difficult to imroscible to take
cere of on ow {oot rancuvers in Vesbern Slclly. They had to fend for
themcelves; picic ovi flelds; supply selves; ctes, T is would again be
true inon cindler oiteotien, I recommend tt;oy bocane divisionel plancs,
to come to us on cnll, The Uiviuslon can handle thaem all better in the
averara situation,

In the cage our /) worled out satisfactorily, p“
lst Srte should oot be set up o men an A gun, é)
EQIPMEYT : /})

ile hove found our arpored traller very umwelldy to handle behind
.. broce! vahilcley sharp turns are made difficult, they pull the prine-
nover oboubsy they ar difficult to load in LST3 it has no springs; busts
ur czmmunition,  Je have wooden racks on our U=75 enabling an ammunition
load +# 19C rcunds, This is & 1ittle too much. Rocomrend ordnance
supply a rack for the !'-§ emabling a total load of 160 rounds on the
wvehiicle and that the troublenome tyeiler be dropped,

The halftrick gives an mjustifiod sense of security to the men, I
dont believe the armor ic werth o jemn, I recommend that twanty two anid
one half tone trucks be issued to rerlace our thirty m~3 halftracks which
are used for hauling amamitlon,

fle have been working on reductions; we have too much stuff;
we suggest there ve dropped:

Cable assembly CC345 and stube CC344,
All reels [R4 and [R5 above those needed to carry TBA wire, SECRT




Friodersdorff, contd: SEC PeT
A1l tank prousersy if trocks wont pull you out grouwsers womt, They tear off,
Ten of the rresent twenty grousers on each halftrack,

A11 tirc chains excopt those on 2iton trucks end wreckers,

ALl noon~lst-echelon tools now on the halftrack,

A1l calae30 i guns on helftrocks,

11 axcept two balt £111 ap mechinec per bittery,

£11 axeept twe Unldoeders (for o50) per batterya

411 mamadition boxes MESSEME for Cal 508 ascept two pur gun (now have nine)
Cne tventy-four gollon (I can from each battery,

Cne Lthirty two gellon GI can fron hendcaunrtess Dattery,

411 tomxysun clips beyond six per gun,

A1l but ten of the presemt twentytwo fireetinsuishers (l-grilon 4ype) from
Service mygmngsp batterys

411 but tvelve of thirtysix electdic lamps fran Serv Botiery.
The Fife ond Drum sot,

The 807 ylatforn scales fron Serv .nltery—— “liey have steclyerd,
‘Cheel cocanding {for annll stores,

Hedf of present Carouflage Set A,

Redator flush pun from Serv Bottery

Tvo oir cpercsted gronse suns from Service Bettery DUT REFLACE WITH SERVICEABLE
0t GINS THAT WORK, _

A1l sofety screw hexrngonal wrenches from Service Company,

A% ‘ne tool box nechanics w/o tools from Service Dattery,
e recor s’ the rerlacement o all w2 haiftracks with =30 w/winch,
e recomnend ail ammhiibious tons be replaced oy ordinary < tons,
e recormend thet o1l SP 37 AT guns be replaced vith57 mm towed

Yle recormend all truclis have the m=3T AA mount, SECKtr
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Priedersdorff, .contds SEC RET

Headquarters Battary has thirty nine vehicles and eisht motorcycles,
It has only a half ¢rock for its maintenonce section; this section
should have ~n addod 2%on trucke The half track could then Weuble
as a recovery vehlale, '
Ve recotmond the issuo of an afficers mess get to the service and
the firing botteries,
we need thirteen instead of ten ulne detectors in the battalion;
the threec extras recucgted are: one for Service Batterys one for the
arvunition traing anci one for lieadouarters Hattery for bettery as
diguingulshed frox beatialion use,
The Lattelion xecutive Cfficer should have o« ;tor for his ov:
usag wo have had te ddvert one to him,
ve feel it would be better to have SCR508¢ with two receivers,
rathor than (Ci520s with one recelvery this would permit the cooling
and resting £ one recelver at all times,
£11 officers ond nonconissioned officers should have a pistol
or revelver irstead of the preseribed carbiney actuelly we are getting
not Liw caroine but Lhie 03 rifle,
Fagh vchicle should. have TWC piloncer scts; vitli one set e cunnot
¢ig in rapidly encuch; we have suprlied tie seconi oot by rustling,
The meid end persornel sectlions hove no light transportationg
they badlr need = ton,
Tetches should Le issusd "per redic” patiier thon "per radio
crepchbort; 110 vl Llie carce of the rodio tenders,
atehes muet be Losued Lo oflicars an? the ordnance ouat have

on hand jowols, tocls, norto,etc., for ithe repeir of any end 211 officerss

watéhes in thg field, ‘ , ‘ S ECRET
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Friedersdorff, contd,

ije recommend the authorization of a portable sewing machine for the

Service Battery, Would effect a considerable savings of clothing,

The Fire Direction Set-up is large and there is insufficient trans-
port tion. :ie need cargo trailers for four of our headquarters battery
halftracks: one for the battalion S~3; One for the wire section; one
for the machine gun sectionj onevfor the radio maintenance section,

Vle use telephones to control firing batteries; we would like to have
SCR 536 radios to replace them; they should be allowed at the rate of eleven per
firing battery as follows: One per gun; one for the battery executive;
two for the battery commander; two for the RCN officer,
They should be so netted., Eight more are needed i the battalion head
guarters, thus: Two for each of three forward observers, and two for the
battalion RCN officer.,

Ve need a portable, metal, flyproof, easily sanitated latrine seat.

I lile the 105; it is heavy enough, we can carry sufficient ammu-
nition for it; BUT we are outranged by the 88s and the 90s, I feel there
is an URGENT necessity for an alteration of the gun and/or ammunition
that will give us a 20,000 yand range. Not infrequently our opening ranges
from points behind our own leading troops;
are/seven thousand yards or moref even tho we are at the head of the main
body, an advance guard consistinf of a battalion of infantry, some tanks,
some Ingineers, etc,, we find ourselves pretty well back when the first shot is
fired. .

The personnel section should have a pyramidal tent in addition to

its present blackout tent,

The direct fire sight should be graduated to correspond with the AT Ammunition.,

SECP=T
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Trledercderif, conidsg SECP ET

AR Y

JJe need a fusc sett r,

e need fuses to fifty =sccends,

Je need four one-rmdred-"1ft; foot ectensions vwiih remote control
to opercte frecucncy morulatel J08s in the fire diicclion eunter,

e hove develoned a radret of which we ~re mroud, IV is o metox
fire unit for hontin: threc GI cane of FALAF mess 11t woter o4 2 time,
It is wade Ly altering the standerd ronge fire unlt to by-pass the
gerular burner ond lezd the ~asoline thru 2 slender conper tube to
n U=ghaped pipe, tlic U being some six feel deep and somre six lnches

scross. The far ond of the U shired ¥ pipe is storred, The U=pipe

ic set up co dime onc trench is dircetly above the other, The pasoline

enters the upyer branch, passes into the lower branch, end exits turu
tirec sanll ‘gz‘ulsps cf zixtoenth inch holes, These sets of holes &are
about iwo icet eporte A4S the raw gasoline comes out it is ignited,
The heab from the lower Lroneh: {lame coon heats the ~acoline in the
upper brench to tiie veporization point and Lhereafter the flame from
tlLe lover brrneh tokes on the blowetorch type burning, This outfit
is used eiihier in o metal {rame made for tho purpose, cr in 2 slit
trench, . Cost: nerlicible,
LESSONS DCCTRIIT TRAIIMNG FXPRIIENCE
on L5Ts

The vest wy to load armored trallersfis to usc « peep as
primemover aseisted by about ten mengy this also holds for any other
type trailer,

Camouflage nets must be fireproofed; we fave had two fires fron them,

Iiicochet fire is var, eifective but time firc is better, e
fired three thousand two hundred rournds of dbmunition in this campaigne
Of these I doubt whether there was a single ricochet, Frankly, with the

SECk:|




Friedersdorff, contd:
prescent oriiller; set up, our om and that of the enw g,
problamatical that tlcccliot firc ALY evor be usod Ly ue,

In firin~ concentritions o proportion of one round of wlhite
vhogrherore te arch Tlye »ounds ef hich ovnlosive wes an excellait
genersl mule, 145 en cxcellent Basuelty acont; en excellent incondiery
agenty n cxce'lent cntd-rorale agenty 1t 1s grectly feor d by tonkerss
it is execllent te Lurn ovt mun positicns in o dry climste,

In this cat: Tivision the ertillery battelion comr ~nder renerclly
personally ccconpanics the combat cormend corrinder, and is his o n
liason :jente  The battalion is cetuelly conducted by the battalion
execulive, It is the most ef{cctive komm nethed in crmored work when

Lhe coubal corman. commanuer has the habit of working well forvmrd,

Ficid . rtillery doctrinef,es now constituted, is sound,
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BRI IUTENANT CCLONFL HoM, EXTON, QDG T8TH F,A. ARMCRED, ZND ARMCRED DIVISION..
ORGANIZATIONS
I likeg ‘t.he rresent six=pun battery especially well, I would, based
on this experionce, rocormend elx gun betberics for infantry divisions,
I personally Leliove the Armored Division is too big ac now constituted,
I beldeve in four eegmte/bt:ttalima in 2 ddvislony two artillery

hattalions each having two 105mn batteries und one 155mm howdtzer batterys

- plus the usuad infenbtry an? sorvice elements,

Ourwirﬂixw sozmcllu..umuoamll Dadio is not uscd "lthetim.

BCUIPZIT

aur wire equdmant is much too emelly radio is not uscd o1l the time,
i7e do not heve suilicient wire to get a completc wirc sct up,

Qedio hoe nechanical and defilcde difficulyics,

we have a preal need for SCR 536s; four in a/\;m:gtery. The RCH officers
go out in a halftrack, need the 5368 to enable leavin; the haiftracks and
poing farther forvord on foot, The other two in the gun bettory are for
the batiery oommandar for the same parpose, Por leadmuearters Battery,

I recomnend fourteon 536e; two for each of two lioson ofificerss two for the
battalion commandcry two for each of thyec forward observers; and two for
the baltaelion survey offiocer,

iie gshould huve one JC 193 in ocach of the llason vehiclesy et the
present time we have SCI 520s, '

Our present THA gives us one SCR 193 in the Service Bettery; 1 recommand
two additional be 2llowed SLor them as the Service Battery should be in
the Divieion Trains net ond the Division idmindstrative nct,

I also recomnend three light tanks for Headquarters battery; one for
the battelion commanders one for the RQU officery one for a forward

‘o‘oaerver. mmmdiumandwou@tmmwmdom&mrﬁmz

must have these recormended tanks as orgenio tanks, &Ci*\,_‘
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Exton, contd, SECR‘E r

I would recormend a posoiine tanker with eech artillery Lettalion, Bhe
armored battclions have them, 0 huve to get all our gasoline uy ce.né.

It would be heppful if we couid have some YEIE#Edpéd twanly power
teloscopos of the iniartery type. Some artillery in Tunicie used them and
they were o groat helpe They should be substattially mounted along BCScope
lines,

I would recamnend all irZ halftracks Lo rophced Uy =35 with winch,
These 3F 37 LT's ore no goodj 1 want tle towed 57mm AT gun, Neither
the present mumn nor vehicle satisfactory, The 375P is the first vehicle to

get stuck in bad goings It is oo high it talres too long o dig in,

The bezooka is still on trdal in ny oulfit, Thc percentopge of hite
‘\ 'ﬁtpm.eticc wos lowy the effoct negligible,
‘the AT riflo grenade seans to be prelty good,
I velicve that the supporting artillery groups shculd, gemerally
spocking, bemm&bmd and longer ronged wen than those of organis

: son artd TT ] e SO
L HAIFA exroored division artillery, 0t m b AR ,

e want at lecaot econd fuses for 1l05mm's
| 50e om! 6, 27/ ,,{m 1/»@!«4/
THAINDNG DCCTRINE LISOCHS EXPERIINCE, ZZ , a

The Field Artillery dsmmam doctrine is sound,
The Armored Force Gumery is sound,
¥y Fiald Artillery C©CS groduates have been exccllent, but I do not

yet know the last gix who joined jJust as we left Africa,

Ri.cocheb fire has definite poepibdlitiaa but time gire greatly over-
shaccwe in all respects. ile have tried riccchet in battle but were unsble
to observe effects, Practically all wes fired with delayed fuse but cbserved
"no actusl ricochets, I doubt if there were eny because of the long range,

SECREL
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I recommend as the normel lood 507 HE w/fuse !5

2% WP
155 HE w/fuse 148
15% B w/fuse 67— (HE/AT)

Our experience with white phcsphorous 16 that in addition to otlep
virtues it is an excellent casurlty apent and tank burner, I have also
heard this from the C,C, of the lUth F.4, and froc other artillery officers
of tle sune orpganizotion, I saw white phosphorous used by ocur 7%m
assault guns (T-30) against eigity elghts wery successfully,

In amored ertillery my une are disposed in depth within batterdss;
hence when we go hito fire for cffect the range ramains stotionary, which
greatl: increases the ratc of fire, Por the same recson we do not ooncem
oursclves with the width £ sheaf (Ixception: Folmt tarset),

(o ;s are usuclly 50-75 yards apart, Fire control is by voice

radio, Telopione would be more sure,
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- LAJCL ElF. ILWUKHITSERIY, SURCHON 415T ARMORED DNFANTRY, AND OCB £ND A,D,,

{RGANTELTIC: :
The present Tcbles of organizationg I,give you a copy of a letter I

have written on the subject. (Copied into the :record, immedistely following
PYS/1fdPHEF thic report of interviewy Major Haukenbberyl!s owa pencil
chanpes have boeon copled directly into the letter.) ‘

Te noed o dentists in each regiment, This is not just a thought,
it &8s expericnce,

SUFYLYs

The C and K rations were deficient in witamin content, I propose
fortification vith vitrmine concuntrates,

After discussion witi:the division surgeca I conclude we noed more wire
lodder type splints and more bass wood spliato and less Thamos arm splints,

DXCHRINICE

Our wer neurosis cases wore few, I do not balieve we can rehabilitate:

these cnsescs in the forsard areas to go back into oombet,
The tank fire haszard has not afiected the men perceptably,
lere copy the atteched 1.tter

calling on Col Stovall to explain
any questionable matter,

SECRET
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CAPTAII oCIZ ERUES, 1eCe, SURGBON SRD BATTALION, 67TH ARMORDD 27GIMENT,
(Inmediat.ely folloving this tronecript of intewiew there is oopled into
the record a copy of a letter written by the zbove named officer,)
B SUIPLITs

e have 71 and #2 medical chests, two of each, (me of each would
Le sufficient, O5till better, we take the tontents out of one set of chests
and put them in speclclly designed chests, These specizl chests ride on

The first of
the vehicle aauily and we work directly oul. of our vehicles, }gychesta

#,é made fmm/of ricers mesc outfit chestf, First chest: Lid has built o
in compartuents for amall vials, suture kitis, etcse Two trays, six 9

A

inches deep, hold cotton, solutions, ointnwmts, adhesives, etc,, Under ‘J
the trays sro towels, bendnies, ete,, 2nd Chest: (Accldent) .ooden
Intericr scissors
&inonsions, cihi by eisht by twenty, ell in inches; carcics gigp
lst aid dt, Sulpha drugs, narcotics, end the likej le ccwpartacnted to
£it content,

¥y poop ie rodlo equiprmed with SCR 5103 not acutlorize. but very
necessasry and very effective,

There should be an SR 510 or 528 in thc wbulance,

A blackout coumand post tent is used as an aid gtatior when we
have & ground set up,

ile use an unoutiiorized treiier to cerry sorie nodicel equipment,

The medico nceds {lald glossesy shoald be so equipped,
] SUPFLYs

My personal opinicis is that the U ratlon i- Lic answer to the ration
question in semistable situations and should replece the C and the K
rations in such cascs, I think Loth the C and K must be recomilzed as

24t only for emergency use and limited t¢ that use,

SECTT
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Erbes, Contd:

TRAIIING LESOONS DCCTRIVYE EXPERIRNCE

It 15 2 waste of tine or medical personncl to train on tank

evaouation, ledlcal persomel do not perforn this function, The medical

officers DO instruct the tankers in the mattar, It is easily overdone,
The Thems splint is used in about f£ifty percent of the lower
1inb fmctm"es. The arm traction gsplint &= was never used and I do not see

that it is practiceble for ugs, On ams we use mostly vilre basket splints

and buss wood splinte—e they serve as well,

W& have hud few neurow-psychopathic cases, In cne figh. we had

i

five or six tanks Jmocked out; in enother six or seven, Omne mon was

in both rroups, leither cese produced uny psychoses, iie have had about

four cases to be cvecunted due to fear, but nol fear pecullor to tankers,

There have been no out ond out cases of clauvstrophobia, tho I have noticed

when tonks arc Inockel out they alweys expect thal the tank will g

burnfd and they will be bumed within, f three deaths in the camia’gn

twe were from bung,

Here copy attached lettersseee
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idCDICAL DETACHMENT
drd Battalion
67th Armored Regiment

A.P.0. #2582,
August 11, 1942,

¢ SICILIAY CA-PAIGN REPORT.

The Division Surgeon, 2nd Armored Division, A.P.O. #252.

1. Casualties:

a. Three men were killed in action.

Two were burned to death when their tanks were struck
by enemy shells and set afire.,

One iled as *he result of a head injury caused by enemy
snell fire,

b, Sixteen men {rom this battalion snd three men from the attached
540th Ingineer Repiment werc wounded in action,

(1

(2)

(43

—~
[$2]
~—

—~
()
~

31x men sustained enemy artillery shell fragment wounds;
of tnese, {ive were ol extremities, slight, one
was a c.est wound, serious.

. Five men were wounded by Allied naval anti-aircraft fire.

All were nmultiple wounds of cuest wall, abdominal wall,
anu extremities, slignt. Three of these men were from %he
540th Lngineer Regiment,

Your men received second degree burns of extrenities when
taelr respeciive tanks were struck by enemy artillery

and set afire. In all cases, ten Lo twenty per cent of
body area was burned,

Two men received toth second and third degree burns of
extremities, face, and chest, and shell fragment wounds
of extremitics as the result of enemy artillery striking
their tank:s and setting them afire and then enemy hirh |
exrlosive shell fire =trikinz fthnem after they abandoned
the burning tanks,

One man sustained ruptured ear drums as the result of enemy
siuell [ire.

“ne man was vounded by small arms fire resulting in a
compound fracture of the humerus.
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c. There was no loss of medical equ.pment due to enemy actioa.
One of the nalf-track embulances was struck by an enemy suell fragment., A
three-inch hole was blown in the armor of the engine hood, but the use of the
vehicle was not impaired,

2. TReports and Recormendations on:

a. Table of Crranization - An additional medical officer was
attached to the !ledical Detachment staff for this campeirn. This worlked out
very satisfactorily, as it did in the previous landing in Trench ' orocco.

It has Leen noted during this canpaign that there have Leen
meny routine anda emergeacy dental cases., Those cases required transporting
to the lledical Pattalion for deatal care. This might be remidied by adding
a second dental officer to the repgimental medical staff so *hat one could
circulate among the battalion aid stations spendine a duv or two with each
vattalion each week,

bue to the fact that the tank battalion invariably operates in
combat as & scparate unit, throwing the added hurden of aduinistration, supply,
and individual assiynment of enlisted personnel upon the detachment, there
siould we the same ratings availsble for enlisied personnel as taere are now
in other separate battalions of the division. I sug.est that, in addition to
the ratings of one staff ser_eant, one corporal, and four technicians [ifth
prade, there be added the ratings of sergesant to be used tor Supply and
Pharmacy, Technicien fourth grade as a surgical tecanician, an. another +echni-
cian fif'th grade to be used as & medical technician. %iven with these additi-
onal ratings the tank battalion would have lest ratings than the average
separate battalion of the division.

i
b. Table of Dasic aAllowances -- equipment -- In some instances

we experienced difficulty in speedily evacuatir; casualties with the relatively
slow and difficulty maneuvered nalf-track ambulances where cood roads viere
available. In such cases cross-couatry box type ambulances migfat have been
more <desirable; and, in view of the fact that e great percentare of the time,
even in combat, is spent in bivouac where this type of ambulance is most
practical, I sugpest that one of the three half-track ambulances be replaced
with a cross-couatry box type aabulance,

At present, the Table of Rasic Allowances permits of two Number 1
and two Wunmber 2 ‘edical Thests por battalion. This is unnecessary and only
adds to transportaticn problems. I sugcest that one “uwiber 1 and one “umber
2 ledical Chest be removed from the Table of Pasic Allowances.

I sugrest that three blanket rolls of twelve clankets each be
allowed for the battalion aid station to facilitate dividing them evealy
vetween the three ambulances.
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The contants of the splint set as prescribed by the Teble of
fasic Allowances are poorly valanced. From experiences . three campaigns,
I have found that arm traction splints are very seldom used. All upper ex-
tremity fractures are much more easily splinted with wire basket or basswood
splints. This alsc makes the transporting of the patient much simpler.
Leg traction splints are used much more frequently, especially in fractures
of the femur., I have found that *he most satisfactory composition of a
vehicular splint set is two arm trection splints and four lep traction srlints
with accessories. There should be a dozen wire hasket splints torether with
the proper padding material. ™ese splints are very practical,

It is unnecessary to carry extra litters in addition to those
used in the ambulances and for the one quarter ton tr.uclk litter racks.

The red cross markings on the vericles might be improved Ly
painting a scarlet cross on & sliver block backrround rather than a red cross
on a waite background. In poor licrnt the crosses look plack and might ve
confused with enemy markings.

Sufficient red cross {lags shoulc be made available for use
on every medical venlcle.

C. Zguipment used -~ not Table of Iasic Allowances - A& one-ton
cargo trailer was used by us to transport equipment. It was iavaluable, and
I recommend it be added to Table of TGasic Allovances equipment,

A 010 F.:r. radio was used mountecl In the surgeon's one quarter
ton truck. This proved to be very helpful in getting reports of casualties and
in designating their location. “uch valuable time was saved by vhe use
of the radio. I recomnend that a F.ll. radio Le added to Table of Pasic
Allowances for use in the surgeon's one quarter-ton *ruck and another for use
in one of the half-track a~bulances to facilitete better control of the
embulances b;A+he surgeon. This would make it easier for him to call for
an anbulince after first inves tipeting the sitiatisn in his one quarter-ton

truck. The radio in the ambulunce should preferably by a F,7, 8528,

A C.F. blackout tent was used by us during this and the
Tunisian campaign. 1t is nuch more satisfactory *han tne Table of Tasic
Allowances yyraml dal tent in combal, Lecause 1t can te camouflagced more easily;
i.e., it can be coverc: torether wi*th one of tre hall-track anbulances by a
large camouflare net.

Ald Kits made up of enphty rine bcxes were used in eacan of the
tiiree ambulances and tie one quarter-ton truck. They contained approxinately
fifteen larye Carlisle dressings, *wo dozen envelopes of sulfanrilanide crystals,
a bottle of 250 sulfadiazine tablets, two boxes of morphine syrettes, seversl
tournignets, two dozen rolls of ga.zc bandage, two rolls of three-inch
adnesive tape, a palr of bandare scissors, a bcok of imergency .edical Tags,

a pencil, ana a pound jar ot sulfadiazine burn ointment. Those supclies were
divided into various compartrents making them readily accessible. These kits
proved to be much more satisfactury than the irdividual first aid baygs.

P e e
St WT
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d. The tactical employment of this unit and supportinz units was
quite satisfactory. At*taching two cross-country box type ambulences to the
battalion on long road marches would simplify the evacuation of patients to
the rear even though the supporting company o the ‘edical Rattalion were
following the road march, since it is much easier for this vehicle to et
through thick and congested traffic than it is for the half-track ambulance.
One ambulance, box *type, was attached to thils unit during long bivousc stays,
It proved useful o tils unit in several emerpencies.

e. Communications - Communication was accomplisned by the use of
a .. 510 radio mounted in the surgeon's one guarter ton truck and by runners.
Cormunication between the surceon and the batfalion or companices was
satisfactorily negotiated by means of F.W., radio. This method was fast and
accurate. .hen the surgeon, nowever, was seperated from the aid station or
ambulances and needed comrunication with them, nhe elther had to contact them
personally or send a runner. DDoth metnods were slow; much valuable time wes
frequently lost. This could ve remedied by thre addition of a second F.'.
radio to be mounted in the C.F. half-track azc the designation of & medical
radio channel, This could be a universal charmnel throughout the Jdivision
since the range of tnese rudios is quite short (two to ten miles) an. little
interference on tne channel would be experienced since the units are usually
far enough a part tiaat the closer transmissior will cut them out.

f. ledical Supplies - knough medical supplies were carriecd to
carry us through all emergencies. When supplies were needed, however, they

were easily procured from the supporting Vedical Battalion by means of ambulances

sent ‘Cack to evacuate patients.

Desicated blood plasma was carried in a goodly quantity.
1t was used in several burn cases, These cases were not severec and could
easily have waited until they arrived at the lledical Tattalion treatment
station., It is my opinion that a moderate amount of plasma will be used at
the battalion aid station; and it is therefore not necessary to carry more
than a dozen units., This supply can easily be replenished when patients are
gvacuated.
g. o difficulties were experienced during the landing operation,
h, A chance which mirht wrove valuable in future landing operations
is better disiribution of medical —vehicles in =he unloadinc priority list.
OQur medical venicles were not unloaded until all combat venicles were taken
off, and, since it is impractical *o send compiany &id men with the tank
companies, some of the tenk uni*s encased in combat without the support of our
RPattalion ledical Detacament., These units cou.d have been taken care of),
in these cases, by nearby medical personnel had an emergency arisen; but in
some instances tnis support might not have been available.
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Compeny =id men were sent with separate tank platoons, which
were loaded on L.C.T.'s. These aid men were left on the beach when +he platoons
advanced in%o action because of the imposs.bility of transporting them.

i. ‘There were no problems regarding medical service aboard suip.
Ve held our own sick call in the Sick Pay, and the transport surveon at*ended
the Yavy personnel.

It was convenient on both . L.S8.T.'s, on which the ba*ttalion was
transported, for ihe transport surgeons to care for casualties sustained
during the uanloadiang opcration. Tais preveated any delay in the unloading of
medical personnel and ejuipment. 2each medical service was rood.

Je o problems were encountered :n the care of civilian injured.,
They were treateu, tagged, and evacuated through regular channels., No eaneny

casua.ties were handled.

k. lone.,

/s/ John Lrbes '
JOAY ERNIS,
Captain, ¥Yedical Corps,

Surgeon.

#/
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CAITAIN M E HESS AUJUTAUY 66TT AR
ADITITO T TICH .

mint - peroant of the enlisted mem incrsase their allotments on
arrival oversoaes,

The averwe officer in the field draws mder fifty dollors, 1 pexr=
eonually draw fiftoen doliars,

Three rercent ¢f tiae persormel of the reclment hove no insuronce, .0q
These have been reculred to si;n certificotes szyinr e have done our ”b
best tco sell them tnd explaining thedr refusal to bHuype nc oné tc name

es senificiary, etc,, 'n air rald a vhile beck sterved up busineso

sucdenly and romonterily,
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HAJC: g J CuUmton ASTISTANT CRODNANCS CFFICFR 21D ARLCHES DIVWISICH.
CRGANIL, TICHe
The Mvlsion ordnance has nlamy of persomel to do ils job,

DCUITIINT

Owr tracls, made out of whet I hive been told 1is reclaimcd
rublar, are vt stonding up, I like the steel track, e are using
both types successfully, Both are better that the ;rosent ru.er treck,

@ Liove nover been able tc et axugh binwculars or wabches,
‘mtches are not stending up—— dont koo whother it 1s foully construction
or ronch usarc, She £icld glans FE now in use must be replaced by the
o=l op the Vel

o ought to substitube the towed 57 for the towed 37,

Underotend the 4,2 nortar 3o Moty €ine,

111 tho troops prefor the k3 halftrack to the l=de-mostly
beccuse of tho roer door, the size, snd the difference in armonment,

I baliove 21 halfirachc showldd wve winches,

Helftracl: rollars serve no ugehil purpose,

T pecormend rescordh: on non inflimdble ooloretion for camouflsge

nets, Sparkc from exhoust now sometinmes seb them cfire,
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FIROT LIFUT, SCUTHHARD, GRAVES REGISTRATION SFRVICE, ATT, #ND AMMCRED DIVISICH
After Gels oy praves reglstretion group gave first burials to all of
the Anerican dead of the Secon? Armored Division, At Gela we helped
with the wounded, ¢ landed ot H howr plus forty five minutes, we
cleared all tho dead from the besch, ¥e Wuld nesd seventy men in & harder
campaign, Tonkers dc not climb out and help, but we do not expect it, 8\
CAPTAIN L, BCIAND, CIAFLAIN, 6GTH ARMORED REGLONT 7, 50
The rreves repietration scrvice was gmevelly satiafuctory in Siclly,
However with more casualties it would havi been impossible to do the
Job, Ten'mrs were not used nor should they be, ith any mobable nunber
of cosualties in future ccapelgne, fowrtemn men with each armored
regimert should do thc Job back to the collacting point, but not including
the collectin: roint .ork, The transportation that would be necessery
would be two three quarter tomnars per regimanb. . Len chould be selected
nCh,
VAJUR (%) LAoAN do TURL, DIVISION GRAPLATY, 2D ABMORLD DIVISIOH,
BFcause of burials, ond things comnectbad therewith, I was unable
to hold mass or visit hospital shipe for tmo woeks, The G,R,3, mst be

increcsed to tale this taol off of us,

SECRzT
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Conclusions and Recornerviations .0
250,09

of the Army Ground Force Board based oo this interviews of Colonsl Stovall

vith various off{icers and nen of the Sevond Arored rvision after the
conclusion of the Sicllion Corpalghy interriews which have been forwarded

in transaript in earlier reports,

Divipional

The Sicillan ecanpain ffphfff did not Lirvelve the Second Armored
Jivislon as o whole in any one fight; henco it 4s feir to ooy that the
caupei;n did not tost the divisionnl orpani.zation, The conclusion to
be dravm is that rrecent organizetion has not beoen battle-proven wrong,
The reco mendation: That the subject of mrjor divicionel reorganizetion
be Licld crem, ponding furt’er bottle test, and further study, Specifieally
rrorase for furlle. otudy ic the Divislendd Neconwnicsenc: “egiment
propesec originedily by Colonel ‘hitey this reginont would not greatly
effect perscnnel totels as it would be crected largely by aiding regimentat
recornaissance compenics to the presemt dvisionel reconnciscance element,

| Conbat Gonmend

Sircc these are of such fledlble constitution they more or less defy
eny com:cent other than the most generaly it is judpod thint tie on-thowspot
constitution and reconstitution of combot cormands to neet cdsting cone

citiony have been powerful elements in the to date successes of armor,

SEC T




® ®
R SECRg

Armored loginent: Lo carmead or recormenyiation,

Armorod Infenbyy weglomt: There uow elsie scae Usrarity in tlc
ellowances of grodes for gladl offficars wid of rejinencal pneintenancs
persormel 28 betwecen the frmorel leglment and Lhe awwiesd Infestly resinent,
unfaversble o Lle Litter,, In the casc of tle prades for steff officers
it 15 not balieved lot the difforencas ave verented by ddfferonces of
nature or iiyortence of the positions., Tn tle case of the maimtatnence

persomnel it Is not oliloved dlot the diference in allownnces 4s in rwoportion

to the differcncef in the actucl arourt of wor%z nexformred, It is rocom=

menrierl tonl the motler be referred o Lhe “rwrel Comynd for thelr viowe,
Bat
rroored
Sepeerato/Notioltons:  No comment or yecomrendotion,
Armored

Interior/attelionss The cormenfie of the field appesr to fully justify
the increase of the maintenance sections of batialion hecdquartcrs companics
tc the point vhere they aprroach ZdentitLy with aimilar sections in armored
corpenies ~nd 4t is so recormended,

Interior Aromored and Arrored Infealry Battelions: Because both types
of batialicon ro frecuently operane sepmrutely, each ahodd boe provided with
at least one additioral battclion staff offlces,

Reports of moneuver-tests of mixed (one 1ight compeny, one mediun ccmpe
any) tank battalions have been suwfficlently fawrsble to warrant further

ochoul, board, mnd Oormand, study ond test; mote well, however this formatdon

has not been battle tested,

Perhaps the most normal fuootor in war is the presence of tho abnormal,
I8 4s sugpested that this fact bo recognised Mt in orpuhiantional affairs
?W@f\h_ﬁ
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authorizing end expectiig all highor conmandars o temmorarily change
any and all normel orjanizutions to peel way aud ell gltuations appearing
' 4n their froate, Such ¢ broad authority is wsuall; necitantly glven, bt
if not piven it will be novertheloess saizoed and cxerclsed oy commnders
of force and initictive, Such an authorlty would be a::pociia.u; help;ful
when an orpuiizaiion »assces fron & more or less Indepondaxt stoluc to
the shodus of being an inbordor wdt; 4t would be invaluedle In the
necessnry reorgrnigations in sections like the divisional C-2 ceclion,
which must chanege acoording as thue eneny spea.ka one or two lanruagces,
accorduy as the followup of ALTOT service is clese or dlstart, aoe
cordlar ne the divigion le in a fldd cr stoble 7;%‘%2;{‘
fencrel

T penorsl the ecwments of the U,S.Amgy are superior o to
cunntit;, quality, type, suitability, servioeedbility, Some ecceptions
w11 be iotel below, Cther pogaible excopticns (for mmeple, certain
1% re of commurications ecnlpment) arc not mentioned for the recson that
the board is without o mfficient techni:rl Lockrround upon thich to
basc an opiniong such focls os eare avalanls concerning the excepted
itans arc contained 1o tie trenscripts already of record in jour office,

Rividul

There ceems little doubt that the vA™ & "3® barpack bag system
18 & fallure, at leest in the warmepm climates in which the armored
ddvisions heve been and ore operuting, Thim situation has in geneznl
been corrected by droppin: tle ™M bag in oot casée, the ooneideraiulon
of dropping the "A® bag as well in scrie cogsos, Recomaandation: No AGP
aotion,




®
SECRET

there a)y scldlae o ooy ctlier Loavy eipment to caxry, for

. cxample & basocln or o moriar baseplate, tac platold ov wavelva shoudd
be his mrescridbed waarcsl,
«

Jierever tho Anardcmn soldier hes an gvon breai winth his Gernan
oronent in tie mattci of sights, tlw Americin marisconship tipe tle scale
of battle in thc ‘merican's favor, The imerican tunk sightes arc inferior

cormaranle

. to theflarran sisht cesulilac 1o a oltuetlon whers the ‘maricen las to
depend on cuperior mxieuver for his vdn rabhor Lhan on his mar'zomaship,
Cuwr warkers are nol bo e called dovambewrle. avoub {hls situation bid
they do wreettly” went o better alght. Glice the intorviews in vidch

recedved

the above frirussions ware FASYAL were racorded, this board hes been
in receipt of two Sordesc £ 7o sights which were sent to the 77D Contar
and to the Lst Armored Division for test, These orrnanizztions have renorted
their tests fovorably, It is thorefore belldecved that the cwre for the
aipght itwtion ooy srfely be sald to be in hnd,

361 Sealdny Cacolne Tepip Fop o,

The troops in the field have no loxwledpo es to the feasibllity
or precticabilit— of thds rroject but will fovor anything that wAll tend
to lessen firc haseord, Yow board s of twe oplalon that this cuestion
can be more securely cnsvered on tie proving grounds thon on the battle

fiald,

AwlLIATY Gosoline Janks forfenks
Bo direct corment. in this nmatier oo received, however many cf

the people seen wore talling in terms of lkeeping all inflamebles in, wn,
or abcut the tank to & minimam, The conohision to be dramn is that the
troops would not want any auxillary tanks, SEA’N
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CAgeldue uwisiag Jodiud o rmored Vehlcles

There wos no vhere any cuverce coooedl on the coulalng radid of

amored vel.icles, Such limdtaticns as were lmpose.. on toe overaling
redii of vchicles were irmoscd by the leryti of the bench head to divisicn
dump baul which toowed avallaoble truck copecities W a mecdonu,
Fire rxeofing of Tunks,
The only dircct mucrestion orsiloble elong these lines was one to
an another
"moke a penerous use of asbestos™ wit! no details specilied, itilswecyms
to armor tho owymmition containess #ithin the tank, There yob zosmixs is
in the field no vnrumlty of opliton a8 to tie ceuse of tank [irca, whotaer
Il appears certadn
ths gasoline; the arrunition, or scwsthing else, Hamtewaorseries o ot
somiak b ot Tires have criginatad with both gesoline and ammmition, Thore
is renson to Lellevo these fires con start with clothing rolls g on
tre etsi o of tonlis, tho gronses and olls in verdoue mechaniswms such
ag Hferenticls end £ined drive®8 ( A madber of thic board has cxamined
£ stormed Lan: vhare the OITY fire wes a Liadddy; or clotidng roll abtuched
to t' o otulde; and annther whare the tank bumnod and cmlndod when the
enly identifioble hit wos o shot thru a rijht fiont final dive whilch
emerred to braalk
knoekéd off the fnncr toothed geer of the wpocclwot and gAGRS tho tiackfs)
Stawdes of tank /I stitkes indlcate that tis strikes senerate Lmense
heat on impact, o hezt sufficlent to ignite only mldly inflanble moterisls,
This thought i{s rednforoed oy an wrveriflaed roport that the navy is finding
it desircoble to amit even JEE finishing paint from somc of the moye
sennitive portions of thelr craft, It appecrs that no serious inroads
by tank fires
have becn made/on the mornlc of the tank fiflitere seen in Sicily; some
sending out such meesages a5 Colomsl Collicrts?Ibalieve it would greatly
reassure our States tankers to know Just how few ikilled there are in

owr stopped tanks, Ve lost 1 an average of one dead per stopped tank,®

b.‘\En Q! ‘L Lau?}‘
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Edre prooling of tanks, Contd.
Recoimrendations are thel rescerch in the mattar of tank fires be continued
. and be extended to cover other possible sources than geaoline end ammnition,
and thet as & matter of prophyla:ds, such ttataments as have been made
by Colonel Collier en! It, Col. "uillian or. the aubject be aveilebie to

all officers of the -mmorcd cumand &6 a counbal to any cuestions raicud

by the nen on the suoject, I{. is furtiier recomaanded that idcntificationg
tass of hisher fire-resistonce than is now caxon, ve isgued to Tankers,

. fopor (thichnosn, and ability to witheland ggggtmtw

The troops in the f2eld appear satisiied generally wiih Lhedr BITOY};

they appear umwilling that any other featurs no present in their tanks be
sabraficed Lo securc grostor armor protocticon,

Ddesel iznlo ‘s compared with Ges Terkow Cyerotion,

The experience of the interviemsd persomnnel with the “iescl driven

very
tank hed, in peneral, been AYgFYF limiteds neverthele:s they approached

unanmity of opinion thet the diesel wes superior to the pasoline driven
tank, Uany assoclated this idea directdy wiih the subject cf tank fires,
‘n nearly all cnses the opinion scemed at lenst indirectly sssociated with
that subject,
Gaintenance, and casualtigu,

Thanl® to the excallence of the ™2 recovory vehicle, and to 2
fasy forward roving, conpalgn 4n which therc were few tank casualties,
there wasc an alnost complete if not complete rocovery of nop=burned tank
casualties. Same of the partially burned tanks wero used as sources of
spareparts for other injured vehicles,

Tank vision dovices, egpectilly for tepk oemanders,

The attitude of tho 2nd irmored Division in this mat.té:-\ can be

sumicd un:  Bettar vision devices are needed, but ho vision dmﬂice will
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Tank vision devioes (contd)
be much usedy it will be used mainly for rassing under friendly, time-fire,
barrzgest it will be less frcguently used to button-up from grenndes, emall
arme fire, ote,, then wes once contemplated, It is recommended tlnt this
{tem o closcified as hichlr desireable but not wrpent,

The trachs used by tho 2nd Armorred Division in Sicily, scid by some
to be gynthetic rubber, by others to be recloimed rubber, and by still
others to be a casbinction of the two, were wholly unsatisfactory as to
lasting qulity on the terrain encowntered, After less than three hundred
milos £IL more thon seventy five percent of the Tenk tracks in tho division
wore ruined, iz the cempaign losted longer with a neod for tanics angd
emberrassine if not o dangerous situation *ig;t heve devcloped, The peroe-
omell interviewed hed only limitec experience with steel tracks but they
were so irmresacd by the failure of the Llscue rubber track thet they were
practically unanimous in deeiring steel trick for Iutwre campaigns;
furthor they mrefer the lighter of tho two steal toacks that they have
soen, the one they identify as having chewron type clests, It is recommended
that chovron type, steel tracks be firnishel for future cempaiems, whatever
the scens, Clascifications URGIKT,

adon I‘
o commento or rocormandatlons,
Supply of Arpored Divisions
The nature of the oporati ns of the ;xd Armored Division varied so

far fron the nomm that no lessons are to be drewn from the sicilisn Campaign,
Transcort was, becsuse of shipring limltatlons, deeply cut, The advance

on Falermo wos made with such rapldity that the supply linea were otroched
iust short of the breaking poiaty however -t must be fiqured thet
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enemy resistance been more aemandhe_methe aupplymanSaSRELo-
1211y of acrmumition) greeter, the pwgrees would saturelly have been
slower and chortar, and hence the increasel recuirements of supplies
oould have been handled by the transpart at hendy Stde is to say thet
the surply situation of the division had within iteself compemsating factors,

The supply perscrnel set up for the Armored Diviasion
IGASSMMDEL ARE TPRUDT 10T TUAT OF MR OXINMTRNe T 15 consddered cdecuato,

The only date on thls subject, was & ramack freo ofiicars of the
7otk Tank Sabdtallon 2a £01lows “Waen batiellions are attoched to Infantry
Divisions,cs thic one now is, the ordnauce supply must be closwr thin has
Lee camon in thic campaign,”

waintenanc
No comment, X
Battle roplacencgt of Pwreommel end onbet, Vehiges,
There was rone, nor rag any particldarly noeded in tids campelgn, Had
proportions

the losses continued,in the muwmm they {ook, for a prolonged cammalen
of high casualty rates, and replacemants lad been requirad, the carlier
idee of supplying vehicles-plus-~crews 8s o roplacement wnit would hove
falleds the need for tanks would have oedn at e much hirher ratc then the
need for crowmmolly pPOrlape one%formhtmcrﬂmtm.

The U ration epyenrs idec) for tre Arrored Forcey some organisations
reported thelr nen were loth %0 go back t¢ B rotions, dtchen prepared,
when that becams possible, The C and K rations are in general disiavor
excopt for use in truc amergoncies, Mot £ll thc tenks or other vehicles
are ecquipped with the small ;aaohne stoves avallable to scme, It is
recormandecd that such stoves be made available to 811l armored vehicles,

SECRE[
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TRATITING~DOCTRINE, msl'u:n

in sm, yowr intervicwers were told by .lleld comanders, %o stress every-
thing in training, Thls wos acoepted as u hoalthy sign that nmeont, over
end beyond thedr direct statements to the same effect, that the training,
the tactics, the doctrine, of the Armored Commend, as now stated in the
varicus officicl publlentlons, are basically sound and in no need of
alteraticn or modificotion, On a popalarity basis it would aeppear thet
the ‘ftems moot in need of constant stress uro orewdril) and shootdng,

when caked to tell what they had leermied in Sicily thet they had not

learned in tho United 8totes oertain nonocemisioned officers menticned
a nunber of ltems that your interviewes ln«w were offered, taught, oven
strosped in the United States, The lecsor to ¥e dram from this fact 1s
that ®one of interior complacendy (not unnztural in the best of man) wuet be
thwghtfullymbbymmsasviola&aﬁw:bmhcmdmm.mw
amplest. o nonoarrissioned offisers scid they had leammed in Siclly the
Importance of rpecormaisoance, ¢van to diamcunting from a tank and going
forwsrd on foot to tako & lookeses, Rather then let them learn thie in
the thentre of operationa by suffering & loes of mens livee, let then learn
it in the _one of the Interior by suffering the loas of sone chewvrons,

BELASSFIED




There 1s tho f1a14 o guoarel sentimnt 1a fiver of h
b Lght tank, the 57m Jm being eher
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AUTL=AIRCRAFT MOUNT
FOR CALIBRE FIFTY MACHINE GUN..

During the course of numerous interviews with officers and men of *he
Second Armored Division two officers, Lt., Ccl. . J. oran, commanding the
lst Eattalion, 41st Armored infantry, and Lieut. Colonel =. 1, Exton, command-
ing the 7€th T.A. Dn. (Armd), spoke of an urgent need for a proper anti-air-
craf't mount for the cal, .5 machine gun. Cf these officers, the latter,
Col. fLxton, offered a soluation. That solution is shown below in the form
of two sterescopic picturés. In picture number one the proposed edapter
is used in conjunction with a standard ground mount; in picture nunber two
the adapter is used in conjunction with a stasdard skatc =mount in a half-
tracx., The adanter was developed in the 76th Armored . A. 2.

PICTURE WO, 2.

(M07TE: The above pictures will, if viewed thru a pocket type sterco-
scopc of the style issued by the Corps of Engineers, make explanatory matter
unnecessary, but the explanation is added for use in offices where such
stereoscopes are not available.)

In plicture number two, certain :umbers ~ave been chalked on the
sdanter; they are as follows: -1- Renhind this number passes a pin taru the
base of the skate voke and the base of the acapter., -2- Nehind *his nunber
passes a pin ‘thru the branches of the skate yoke and the central part of
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the adapter. 2 (and the arrow) point out a free swivel joint permitting a
260 degree traverse. 4 is a metal block placed between one branch of the
skate yoke and the adapter to take up loose motion-- & second such block
for the other side of the adapter at pin -2- isg missing thru inadvertsnce,
5 (and arrow) point out the Lrackets which receive the upper end of the
legs-to-adapter braces when the adepter i= used on a cround mount,

The adapter permits shooting to within about four degrees of the
verticle.

Tolonel Txton reports that this adapter nas been effectively used
in sction,

e poard understands that a very similar adapter as been under

test in the zone of interior since the sprine of 1942.
()
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COLONEL J,HoCCLLIER, CGLILMDIZG G6TH Aol mﬂE&F IED
CRGATIIZATION .
The division s some table ol organization flawsy the combat
comnand sct up is not yel rigiit; we are all working on ity can't yet
pive a constructive soliilion,
e want o battalior ol L.lw: guns in the division=— sone lorg
ranged stuff, ‘
I have worked will: Laltalione of ore light and two mediun companies
in provlens ond liked ity hoven’b usel it in campeigm, |
I ver: defiritely favor Lhe replientel orzunisntion of tanks as
orpeged Lo a group of Lank Lavlalions. The lotter gystem crectes a
temntation to Lreak up by botbteliouse snyeay, why chonge our organization
until it has been proven definltcly wronge I do not believe such proof
existe, Battles will Le fougiib Ly combal cormands end these can be
constructed and re-consiructed ¢n the opot, The first und orily time that
T lmow of that the 1st Ddvisicn wis not comitted pleccnenal, ond was cent
in 28 o ‘ivielon, vas ou the Jrive pust lateur, and thore, w6 jresently
or wtnized, they did o whalo of ¢ good job, I canmot imegine any division
or:'anization that v1ll neot gll situctions,  The preosent organization has
not, to my kmowledre, so far failed,
The maintainance sectlon ol ilic baitalion headquarters company should
be identical 11it: thet of a linc cocpany,
ECUIFHENT s
w6 UNGENTLY need a sight for our 758 that is the equal of or is
superior to the German article,
I favor the liculd cooled diesel for tanks, The maintainance bugs
can be overcome, Diesels might reduce the dattle fire hrazzard, tho moet

fires may come from loose powder, ’ Uﬁm m' E D
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Collder, Contd:

I have no method of fireproofing tanks tc offer,

The halftrack is generaily damnody many were lost in Tunlslzy BUT we
muet expect t¢ looue a good mery persommel carriers whon we pel that volume
of strafing no motier what vehicle is used,

The nedium tan'. tank wont. stend the gurman &8 or the Italian 90, but
we Just don't expect it to do so,

The Dlesel oo Leen neglected; it probably has sreat possibilities,

The Tw=o rocovery vehicle 1s darmed pocd, Lost of our stoppod tenks
burned, but all thet did not were recovered, JRemerber there were no
withdrawels, but itherc was both recovery and naintainanc. under fire,

Vision devices: i never buttoned up tenk cormanders; they will be
buttoned up when $icy go thru our omm overhend timeefire. Cor carmwnders
wore steel helmeto (loos lincr) over their tank helmets @0 25 to use phones
etc,e In problens Lhe present vision devices heve worke:d sa iefactorily,

I favor tln stecl track;y it outlasts rmivber and w11l ;o0 places where
tlo ruober went talie the tank, I prefer the ehevron type stecl track,

The present 7%am 1s sufficient in the medium tanky we could stand
some mere wuzele velocity., The Mark VI will outrange us but tho Mark VI
is 2 HUAVY tank, _

we went the 4,2 mortar-y alternative fix'e-i‘rom ground or vchicleg
vehicle fire to have o 360 derrec traversoj vehicles clinged as much as
necessary to secure tlis specification,

iie want the 57m: in the lirht tank to replace the 37,
LR INIST U TIC-SU 1LY

£ C rations ere awful, The U ration is fine and procisely fits
mellur tal: crows but was insufficlently supniled,  C end K ratiouns should

be relefated to a truc MIEIGAICY RATION stetun, Usmm I
| - S8IFIED
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Colliesr, contd,

LoSS0%S TRATNING DOCTRIINE EXPERiende
Y found and took ovar ‘a n excellently laid out ond very large

Ttelion ommnition dump vhen the one officer and five man in charge semt

in word by & civilian that they wanted to come in and surrender, but

COULIZINT CC OFF AND LEVi TIE DUMP UNGUARDID, |

48 we would pess tiru villages the Itallan soldiers would cone
out and jcin on the tail of our colum, ‘

e do not, VI 17 TRALIVING, 1if our artillery barragesp wo
subatitute timo fire, hirh bursts, and g right on,

“he srtiller; belleves thet the bost burast for time {ire is at
a heirhtd o. thirty five yerds, I have been in mm'e of this fire
than theyy 1 bolicve. the twendy five i‘e«?t is the best height,

Time firs produces only regiicible injuries to tanks, boles in
ferders, cltc,

1 favo: Gl battalions for close eupport of infentry divislons,
Armored Qivisions must not be frittered cwny for this purpose, I do
not believe in orrenic tanks for infantry divisions,

I had a tank battalion ashore with the Third division at Licata
at 1l plus twenty, Thay croosed fron Blzerte in ICT'a ; foading aboard

v2s no nroblar»e they werc all senaicl,

I do not believe the nenton bridgo method of unloading from
1378 38 fessibi ey somo were oo unloecdod i;r,-u the method is not satlofactory,
I believe it would greatly rcassuse our States tankers to know

just fow few killed there are ih owr stopped tenks, Ne loet lses then
an averege of one dead par stopped tank, 'mmmoutatd:

fron the rost impossible places,
BECRSIFIED



ottt omte, ¢ ' ‘Sﬂgkﬂmnn’

In training. a hellova lot of shooting rmst be dones it develope
CONFIJEZICT) and battleefield courape is basod on COMPINIZICE{in weapon,
Fire in 11 conceivsble circumstonces wrtdl persenclly fely confidenoe
is built up. ‘o did lote o7 choolin: in Ibroco end it hes pald dlvilends,

wo pever bubttomad up ten corvonders, This +312 Se done when
they arc tessing wder owr ovm tine “ire nenlionel abovey Cor camrwndors
wore the sleel holmet, loos liner, over Hie Zank helmot so 29 Lo usc the
piilones etcas .4 dooliine 8 .oull chrenge “o provide that the tanl: canmander
go in .nbubitcned,

Ly reginont is 5o irained 4hot ay resular artillerymaon can step
in and firo a compeny of tanke, or a ~lrtoon of assault g, without
changing any of his normal methods or comunds, All tenkers should be
#0 trained, this IUST ICT lead Yo any obundorment of the present mission
of tanis,

In sone fighits we carried Infantryman right on the decks of tanks

of tue non=leading waves, The claiounted, of course, to fipht egaes

UBIHBRSIFIED




