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67th Armd hegt; Might attack after iction heport, ¢7th Amna nsgt
bocument 855

2 april: o7tn ah Task Force was relievea of responsibiiitvjes for roaa biocks in
[I:i51.00. Tnese blogks were taxen over oy 33d Inf Div at 23354, 1 april iy45. Lraers
Were receivea at UZUUB for o7th Ah Task force co.pricing 1st Bn 6/th sk (~) (keinfi,;
3ra Bn 4lst aih (=, (feinf); znd dg ana H, Co 67th Ak, to cruss IP at LIFi31.UT
at 0b30B foliowing <nd Bn 67tn ak; lst 3n 4lst alit and Div arty Hy. Mission of tnese lead-
ing CC"B" elamerts was to push to zaSTl 2nd secure pas.es tarougntne TaUTansuiGme waLb
S0 oraer biat o7tn ok Task Farce could pass through and Lead the advarce to zast. Orders
s37¢ received at a proximately 200UB thzt 67th ik Task Force would wot pass tnrough Isauing
elements as crossings through «alD not secured.

2aa Bu 67th «h continuea auvance as leuuing eiement of CC"B" coluun, staergliug at
midni_nt 1-2 april L,45 #ith sission ol advancing to dast to secure pass througn tie
LUl bmalh wail imueldatély west of Detmold covering the further auvarce of the Combat
Somlanid tarough tiis wountuinous sector. Fasses were secured agalast stiff =newy
uunesition prior to 1500B, out Bastern exits were not secured.

dra Bu 67th sk woved under Su'n' coatrol. xThex@xad® at v8005 with umis.lon of
resieving CCMa" from nolding worthern pasc througa TAUTERBaRGat walD, By 1230B entire
batialion deployed in assembly amd blocks established coverhng entrances tvo pass.

hen Co 67tn==—memem————m .
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMO w
O0fflce of the Division Comman

A.P.0O. 252
9 September 1944

-SUBJ=CT: Action Against Enemy, Reports After/After Action Reports

+

4
e ¢ The Adjutant General, Washington,¥D.q.
(Ihrough Channels) _ -

WMAPS:  GSGS, 4250, FRAJCE, scale; 1/50,000, sheets; 31. Lo,
CARENTAN, ISIGNY, Li HAYE D& PUITS

. In compliance with letter 519.1/401 (C) Headquarters First
Us Se Army, A.P.0. 230, dated 13 July 1944, subject; "aAction
Against knemy, Reports After/after Action Reports", the following
report is submitted covering the period 1 to 30 June 1944, inclu-
slve. . A

For the Commanding General

. ﬁé;ﬁ T H, SIALL

/ ) Lt. COl. 9 AGD o
Ad jutant General

Inclosures: )
5 copies, after action Report, June 1944
1 copy, Journal, G-3 :
1 copy, Journ=1, G-2
S coples each, aAfter Action Repo:t
12 Subordinate units e R
370 (AG) 1st Ind, ER/JJp
BQ XIX CORPS, APO 270, US Army, 13 Sep 44,

TO: CG, First US Army, AP0 230, US Army. o
For the Commanding General: : .
A %g)’/w/u ;
rxl‘*:wrwwwfw{;/

SR

A v Al

Incl: n/c




TTBADGUARTLRS ST [VISTON
Gffice of tnhe Division Coxmand=

AePele 202
9 September 1544

arTLR ACTICG REPORT
JUNS 1944

Tre 2nd arrly Dive completed rlars for tlie Operatiom 'CETIPE between
1 Jure an? § Jure 1944, This was 1oma unler tla lirection of “&j. Ger, Sdwerd
He 3rooks, whn personally suvervised a seriss of map proplens, terrain board
exerclises, and s'afl corfere. ces on the oper«tion ir Clive house Annex, the

.

Division Ttar Suildin: at TTDIORTH, 1L ¥75, £YILA D,

The Division was moved on C and 7 June 1944 to (ke mershallivg area in
the vieinity of SOUT LI P™*Y and PORTIIOT™4 . TVCOLATD, pre-eratory to emharking
for ""R'A'DV, The advarce C.Fe of Con a* Commard "A", uwoler comrend of brip,
Gene IBurice Ross, was erniarked a% YARRY, % 14" D, or 2 June and sailed on 3
Jure, esta' lishirr a Cofe rorth of 57, LAURD'T SR D ER, "ORANDY at 0718303
June 1944, The purposs of the adva.ce CePs, C.C. "A" (sce Arnex I) was to rain
inforzation of the prorress of the cuerat®or, Lo receive ard or,anize C.Ce "A"
and to receive, oriert, and comnent all units of the Divisior w' ich arrived
pricr to tre arrival of the Division Comzurders

“wjcr units of tle Divisiom started loadin: on ¢ Juns 1944 and first ship=
ments to T CRVADY started thet ni, te The first large elements of the 2nd Ar-d.
Dive were unloadel in TRA™CE on 9§ June 1044, 87 o“ficers and 1,581 erlisted men
were ashore at T3LEl, "Ra'CE, by 0924(C3B Juns 1944, ‘lsanwhile, the Commanding
General, C.Co "A", had established liaison with Cormending Genersl, V Corps,

Or 10 June 1944, V Corps called for infantry reinforcementss Consquently
3rd Bne (less Cos I) 4lst Armde Inf. Re~le was ordered to assist units of the
o0tk Inf, Dive ir securing *“+e VIRE RTVER bridsehead near aUVILIE SUR LE VEY,
Rer. Co. of the 66th Ar:zle. Re; te 2ud 52nd Armde. Rciie Bne sent out putrols to com~
taot other frierdly forces at the same time., Ucloedin,: continued on the h:ach
that day, sc thet by midnir bt 10 Jume 1944, 214 wore officers aand about 4,000
piditioral enlisted men were ashore, Cambat Commard """ (see Annex I) and umits
under Division Control (see Amnex I) dfsembsrked near COLIEVILLE SUR 'ER and ad-
verced inland to assembly areas near LA MIE, LITTRY, LEI"CLAY, and other villages

or. the edre of CERTISY F REST,

Ipsses durnr the crossine from ENGLA D to TRIADY were 31 tanks and 32
cthor vericles “rom Lhe sinkinp of en LST, The oraft struck an eremy mine om 11
Jure 1944, The craft hearing Gene Brooks and “is staff was jarred by explosion
of a Terman borb off the “"RAIDY coast, also om 11 June 1944,

Tre Jo aad Re plotoon of lst ne, 415t armis Inle Reyte was sernt to co=
ordirats wilh pntrols of tne 10lst Airberne Dive for reconnaissance of a route tg
ST R T BT 6L TGURS on 11 June 1944, it ret stiff resistance ard Coo H of thé
41st Aride Io. Hert, wes oriered to ils assistarce., 1t enemy were ki!led u@K
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S prisoners were taken in tris operation, Qur ’crces los* 1 o®f3jcer anl 1 en=
listed men killed., The 3r¢ Be., 41st Armde Inf. Rest. was returned to Cela MaM
control on 12 June 1044,

* lete the misrnt 12 June 1044, tre Cormancin: Cereral, 2nd Armd. Div. re-
ceivel orders Trom Comrarding Gencrel, V Cerps, *o send a battalior of InTan.ry
and & battalion of tarks to ISTE™Y, tut cituired permission from Comrurdir s Cen-
eral, V Corrs, tc seri cne Comiat Cormsrd., The Cormmandin: Gereral, C.Z, At
was directed on the mission. T%!s rission w8BS TO secure the bridcencad at I3SToVY,
Patrols were sent south toward CUUTTARTTY, survorted by fire from the Americen
tattlesnips Texas, "evada, and arkansas, The = ssiop was charced hafore *he force

was aciually committed,

CeCo "A"™ was ther dire-ted to assist the 101st Airborne Dpiv. i- securins
CARTTTA™ e C.Co MA" launched its atiack scuthwest from CART™"." on 13 ounae 1c44,
ir ccordination with tha 101st Alrvorre Dive The Germar hed, erow tyve o defense
was first enccuntered here. 4 method ol a!tack comsistiug of cleser tark, irfeutry,
artillery teamwork e developed %o overcore these defenses. Cne task force com-
rosed of 3rd Bn., 41st Amrd, InC, Regt. ard 2ug Bn., &8th Ard. Re:t., the o%h-r
task force crnsisting of lgg Mo, GELD arnd. Regt, and elaments of the 101st Air-
terne Dive  3oth of these tesk Torces received cloce surport from the l4th Arrd.
FeA. e 50C Germans were estimated to have been killed in the day's Jigrting,
Cur losses were 2 officers and ¢ enlisted wen killed; 6 officers ucd 39 enlisted
men wounded, 2 prisoners were takaen. Coe 4 of the 3th ar d. Re t. was assiimed
on 13 June 1944 to assist in holdin- the ISTOYNY bricdcehead.,

C.Ce "A" irflicted further Feavy losses upon the Germans om 14 June 1044
whed ar irfantry platcon and a *ank platoon were civen tre mission of wirine out
patrols which had infiltrated towarl L. RAVERTEe An order from First 1, S. LTRYy
or 10 June 1944 celled for a force with ‘he mission of probin- snemy strength
along the axis of ths CARENTAY-PERT ‘RS road. This ferce was composed of elements
of Rerne Co, €66th Armd, Regt., 3rd Pn,., 41st ,rmd. In-. Rert, and 1st 3n., 6Cth
Armd, Rest,, supported by the 14+ . rmd, F.i, Bn. 4n unestimated number o enemy
wers killed, wounded, or captured in the engegement which fellowed, 9 of our mem
were killed, 4 officers and 27 men wounded, and 1 officer and 6 men reported miss=
hs.

CeCe "A", less 1lst Dn., 66th srmd. Reots was then disengared fror ovwiact
with the enemy and returned to the Division, having secured 101st airborne div,
units in positions beyomd CARE"TAN, The st Bn,, @6th Armd. Rert. remained in pos-
itiom mear CARENTAY, atiached to the 10lst Adrborne Div, and later to the 83rd Inr,
Dive umtil 6 July 1944, Duriag this period, C.C. "A", less lst Br,, 66tn Armge
Regt., occupied assembly areas mear IE MARAIS, FRANCE, The CARENTAN operc.tion also
resulted in the capture of several enemy supply end ammunition dumps e

' The 2nd Ared. Div, prepered for further operations by carrying or advance
train® - in hed.crow warfare im additior to maintenance of vehicles and equipmen
durirg the latter purt of Junees Tests wore comiresed dn the use of anti-tank
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weapons asainst captured German armor, the nse of Plametrrowers, demol’*:rns aad
mine detectors., Constant plemning wes conducted to support actions of the V Corys
and XIX Corps and to meet various possible hostile connterattacks, .

To rain experience, combat putrols from Coe. P znd Coe C, £25d Armde. Ren. 'in,
with detachwments from 2nd Sre, 41st armd, In", Rest. were sesnt out ard per.etreted
the enemy sline scuth of CAULONT on 26 June 1944, after passin- through outposts
of the 18th Inf. Rept., 1lst Inf. Div. One pstrol advanced 600 yords inside the
German lines on 28 June 1944 and returred after rainins information of enemy ypnsi-
tions and Inflicting casualtiess Our l~sses were 1 killed and 3 wounded,

Division assembly sraas were subjecled to stralfing awd bombins raids dur-
Ing the month, but wvehicular weapons erd cther arliealirceraft “ire drove off pest
of the German planes. The seveorest losses resulved from s bombins whic» occurred
om 20 June 1244, when a 500 pound bomb ard ar estimated 2,000 pound hombt dronpeqd
In the assembly area of 2nd Bne, €7t irmd. Role 7 mer were killed and 4 c'licers
and 47 enlis*ed men were weunded. The 107 tF u.ia. (Adie) By (S47.) arrived from
ISIGNY snortly after this bombhing and cet up ar «!1 spound air deferces  2irye o
was attached to CC"R", Ptry. B +o Div. Tree, 3try. € %o Wiv, 7. and Div. Res.,
and Btry., D to C,C, "a", The 1c¢Eth “efteies Tny reported 10 encacements wits 011 ntg
of enemy eircraft of between 2 and 6 plares each, from 21 s 50 Juze 1544, Jtrove

A was credited by V Corps with knocking dowxn 1 iE I6S on 22 Jure 1044,
The 702nd TeDy Bn, {S.P.), attached to the 2.0 Armde 3iv., crrived i TR CE

]
on 11 June 1744, This On, maintalined contact with wie lst. 2.4 grd el I, Tirs,
hal

in the front lines urtil 30 Jurne 1%44, Sritish sai‘s o lef't were contentesd
and enti-tank p-sitions were occupied south of "LLLIROYV and CERTSY IMES8T. The
units also avsisted in anti-+sak exp.rirments = ai st a Lermar iBrk V taak.,

The 48th frmd, Yeds Tn., conmarded Ly L., Co M Se Nedr, ectablicled

3
its firs* clearis: slaticn a “ew hourc £ > o+ Coo &, 4A8th
Armd. Med. Bn., surrorted the &rd Ene, 41z% & : "o whes the Ieidgr pnr-
ticipeted in its firs* wissicon rear ) ’ : z staclion also fol=
lowed other CuoC. "A" urits in the CarT "4 creratlion sud nardlad 174 jatienss in
9 days, Gen. 3rcoks and Ger. Roce visited ration, o,
B, 48th Arnd. led. Bae arrived ir W.o Y5 oz v 2 of e
survivors of & sunkern LST. 'Ore *rer if Soe 3's elesrirn;
station after the borin~ on 20 Jurs 1644,
als o reported on “he handling of cortad
Coe C's clearins siation., Trese vatienis
rlete records for June 1944 showed that
clesring sta*isns bhetwnsn © ang 30 cune 1
died of wcunds,

o
¢le Lhrer Zahr, Dlvicion Surreon,
tion »1d recurren* rwalarie cases a’
verc revattied v ive uad o4, Div. Cow-
20 wrundad and ial
©44; 21 men were re-..

T

re’l pocz2g *arou b the
4 to duty end 13
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AYVAX T
Unit assigrments for Operation Neptune were as follows :

COBAT COVZAND M"AM
(Commanded by 3rigs Gen. Maurice Rose)

]

Unit Commanding Officer
Hq., Coc. "A"
82nd Armd. Ren. Bn. (with Co. D, 17th

Armd. Ener. B, attached) Lt. Col, Wheeler G. Merriam
66th Armd. Regte Col, John Ccllier
lst Bn, Lt. Col. Cerl O. Parker
2rd Bu. Lt. Col. Lirdsay C. Herkness, Jr.
3rd ™. . Lt. Cols Amzi R. Quillan
4lst Armd. Inf. Rert. (less 1st Bn.) Col. Sidrey R, liinds
2nd B9n. Lt. Col. Wilson D+ Coleman
3rd n. It. Col. Mhrshall L, Crawley, Jr.
17th Armd. Barr. Bn. (less Cose 3, -
D, and E) Lte Col. Louis W. Correll
14th Armd. I Ao B, Lte Col., &rl J. Hutton
92nd Armd. Fe. A. 35n. Lt. Col. William R. Buster

1st Det., Co. A, Supply Bn.
Coe A, Taint, Dil e
Coe A, 48th irmd. Jed. Bu.

COMBAT COTTAYD "B" .
(Commanded by Col. I. D. iihite, now Brig. Gen.)

Trit . Commanding Officer
qu ,_-C-.—Co nan .
87tn Armd. Regt. Col, Paul A. Disney
l1st Bn. Il, Col. Richard E., Nelson
- ?nd Pn. Lt. Col, Willfew M. Stokes, Jre
3rd DBn. Lte Cole I'mrry Hillyard
78th Arnd. Fo A Tho Lte Col. Hugh I, Bxtor
1st Fr., 4lst arnl. Inf. Regt. Lte Col,s lartin J. lorin

Ccse B, E, 1Tth armd. Dnrre Dne
Coe B’ 471k Armd. led. 3ne.

CC. B, :hinto TSY\-

2nd Det., Coe A, Supply Br.

DIVI3IZN CONTRCL

Unit Commending Of ficer
Hq. &nd T:\i. CO.' End f\!‘!‘.’.d. Div.
e, Dive arty. Cols Thomas A. Roberts
-1=-



lazrnd srmd, 53-. oo
o Coe, 2n¢ ara, Div,
Net © Sige FPhoto Co,
end Plat,, 20°¢r .7, 5, R, Co,
3, 0901st Z. Cu a. D,
195t A.ddh. (5000) Bn, (S.P.)

.
T0ond T.0. “n. (:‘.P.)

e et i .

4

Le Zcle lavrevcea fe Uevlin
Lie 2¢cl, Johr n. deall
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AYEX II

The followin: un’? acsipnmen®s were 1t effact in 2rd ~rvi. Dive subsequent

S
to completion of lardi+. oreratioms:

gommaT O D Lt o lal 2O TATD NN
?‘:qo. CeC. "a" hq., Co T, "3
6Cth Armd. Re-t. 67th Amd. dete [less 3ri 3n.)
3rd Pn., 41st Jr=1, ™, Re-t, lst 3m., 4ls* ar-d. Inf. Re %,
14th Arrd. Fo ae D 78th Armte Fooae T,
Coe &, iTth Armd. Emysr, %r, e T, TR Lrele Inzr.e .
CO. J\. 48th "\I‘Hlio -‘.Odo I“Y‘.. 3\70 B'.‘LSJQ‘J“ I\r'-'\:o "E 1. 3}1.
Coe A, "2int, Sn,. Coe 3, mints Sua

fond armle e ae Tu, ettached

DTVISTON RESIRYE I TOIN IONTRAIL

1o Das

- )

4lst frmlds F, Rerte (less lst ey ond aremd, Div,
and 3rd Ds,. ) Sird armd. RCide n,
3rd Da., ¢7th ired. Re-t, dive arty. Ord.
Ptk armde Rrgore ¥, {(less I Cose
T02nd Te Do Smie (S.F,)

1T Al ens (3.,.) Tn. {S.P.)
r)l\’- :!XS. .
ib,‘;nd Arnd oig. vo,




ANYEX III

THE DIVISION STAFF

Cormanding General
Chief of ‘Staff

A. Co of 3, G=1
As Co of S, G=2
A. Cs of S, G"3 .
he Co of S, G-4
G-l Civil Affairs
G=3 Alr

Alr Officer
Anti-aircraft Officer
Arty. Cndr.
Chemioal Officer
Engineer '

Hq. Cmdt,

Ordnance Officer
Provost Marshal
Sigmal Officer
Divisiom Surraeon
Adjutant Genmeral
Chaplain

Finance Officer
Inspector General
Judpe Advooate
Quartermaster
Ammmition Officer

-Special Service Officer

hjo Gen. Emrd He Brooks
Col. Charlss D, Palmer .
Lto CO].. IDwell Se I.OVO.
Ite Col, Jesse lfe Hawkins -
Lt. Col. Russell W. Jenna
1t. Col. Charles C. Petersom
)hjo Mrceal F, J, Brumow
Mmj. Lloyd P. VanCourt

Lt. Col. Joseph Go FOOht
Lt. Col, lawrence A. Devlin
Col, Thomas A. Roberts

Lte Col., Richeard L. 1laBolle
Lte Col, louis W. Correll
Mj. James D, ¥dbster

1t., Col. Allam L, Harts
M.j, John W. Doran

Lt. c°10 “mo‘ LO CI‘y
Cole Abmer 2Zehm

Lte. Cols Robert H, Shell
Mj. lawrence M. Nelgon
1t. Col. Harold W. Uhrbrock
Lt. Col, Ernest W. Howell
Mj. Edward N. Sylva

1te Col. lewis M. Flint
Capt. Charles E. Bramson
Wj. Marshall We Dioksom




HFADQUARTERS CQMBAT COMMAND "a"
SFCOND ARMORFD DIVISIOW

APO 252
24 July 1544

SUBJECT: Action Against Fnemy, Reports After (Period 1-30 June 1544)

TO '+ Commanding General, 2d Armored Division (Atten: AC of S, G-1)

l, In compliasnce with pare. 5, 1st Ind, letter, Hq lst US Army, ‘
13 July, subjeot, "Action Against Fnemy, Reports After/After Action Reports",
the following attached revort is submitted for Combat Command "A™, 24 Armored
Pivieion, covering period 1-30 June 1944, . '

For the Commanding General;

B. M, BAILEY, J.
Lieut. Colonel, valry,
. Executive Officer,

' [reed adlt A
Inol - 4 Copiés Opns Bpt ™ 4
1 Copy -~ Journal, S-3 )

1 Copy - Journal, §-2 *
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Al addand 3uCu s AU imD DIVISTON - ‘V gi
Cflice oi tue Division Cowmander -_1——
- AFO 20z
Z2 Seprenbor 1944
accion aprainst dnecy oports After/after Action rReports '
. S S
12 Aajutany General

15 i von, D. C. » _ ' _ <::\:§ ]
(ocugs Channels)

asSi 1335, 42S0, waaCd, 1/50,000
S bvytoo LD BTG Vid, CuufadCsS, VI

t
C
.o

W
~J
o
1.  In accoramnce with varugraph 10 (C3) AR 345-105 and as  ° 1
Gliscuel 27 lobier Heodourrters First United States Army, dated }LJ

Lo Jvly lo.4, subjcct action A_ainst snemy, qovports After/After

N . - - : - . -t
acclon Louoris, Cre s.tached reports and documents are herewith
caoalited 1or i onts of July 1944,

Jor wae Commanalng Generals

. 5 .wLL,
Lt. COlo, AG‘D,
F Adjutant General

1. r! a2l ana ¢ covies, alc 'r action deport, 2nd Armd Div
Ze =z Joornsl, Juls 1944
R s

T

o
Ce Jovrnal, July 1944 .
iy 2-urts ¢l subordinate units ,

370 (aG) 1st Ind. BR/33p r
HQ XIX COKPS, APO 270, US Army, &7 Sep 44.

Toé‘ﬁbdi Fivst US Army, APO 230, US Army. ~

F;o’r the Goammanding General: . \
/&Wu/‘?&




INCLOSURE To. o AUTER/ATDTR ASTIOL REFORT

2D ARIRARD DIVISIC:” SULY 15k

After/after actiosn revorts Tor July 134h fron ke following uaits:
U"A"

AT 134 \\‘)<
L-<€tr AR, .
5Ttn Ah, W\
l7{31“ Ar-te Inf Rest /
z‘lr;th Arng ¥A 30 X7
th Armd FA Bn

VCnd Armé FA Bn L
Qlyth Armd Engr 3n L
/SEnd Armd Ren Bn X

O4gth Arad led Bn -
Lteint Bn X

)&ipply Bn X

tend Armé Siz Co =-

gillq 2d Armé Div Trein V\
Div Arty Section b(s

div Surgeon —

&62nd Arnd FA Bn (Atteched) —
POLG5th AAA AW % (SE} " W&
/502né ID Bn "

©258th Armd FA Bn " -
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NEADQUARTERS 2D ARMCRED DIVISION

A.P.0. 252,
24 September, 19Lk.

AITR ACTION REPRT
JHLY 1944
" ¥he 2ud Ared Div, cqumanded by Na) Gen Zdward N, Brocks, atiached so
She V Corps, and later e the VIT and XIX Gerps of the US ARMY
partisipated in 2 majer eperstiens inst the Germans B dnr, '

194k. The eperatiens were: (1) defemse of the CAUMONT sester, 1
Se 17 July imclusive; (2) the breakthrowgh west of ST LO (Operatiea COMRA)
26 to 31 July, in which the FIRST US ARMY advanced from the cenfines of
the origiamal beashheed. '

REFENE OF THE CAIMONT SECTOR

The 2nd Armd Div moved south frem its assembly aree near F(RET DE CERISY
on 1 July and relieved the British 7th Amd Div ia a defensive scne east of
CATMONT (ses Overlay, Ammex I). The frent lines extended appreximately 3000

in the area south of LIVRY, FRANCE. The Divisien relieved the British
6th Quesns Regt, whe were defending the secter, and the Br 2ud Army - Am 1st
Aray boundary J'o moved east to the left flank of the Divisiom.

Cembat Cemmand "A", under Brig Gen Maurice Rose, with 2nd and 3rd Bus,
Mlst Arad Inf Regt attached, was disposed as shomn on overlay, Anmex I.
Centact was established with British elements on the left. The 66th Armd
Regt, less the 1st Bn, was held in a position which would ensble it to meve
ferward repidly in event of an enemy attack and was also disposed te protect
the left flank of the Div. Routes to points that were considered vulnersble
were reconmnoitered and the 17th Armd Engr Bn then constructed rosds to
farnish ascess te these points. Cembat Command "B", with 1st Ba 4lst Armd.
Inf Regt attached, under command of Brig Gen I D White, was disposed as shom
in overlay, Amex I. Reads for the use of CC "B" were construsted by the 17th
Arad Eagr Bu. The infantry battalion commanders weres 1lst Bn, Lt Cal X J
Morin; 2nd Bn, Lt Col WD Coleman; 3rd Bn, Lt Col Marshall L Crewley. REach of
the infantry battaliens placed 2 companies in line and the 3rd cempany in
reserve, cempany assignments being rotated. Bam Hq Cos furnished close support
with machine gms, mortars and assault guns. Snipers were placed in many
spets and éutposts were oceupied well ahead of the main line of resistance.
The existing British defenses were improved with wire, mines and boeby traps
and in seme sectors the line was pushed forward. Patrels weat out nightly to
contact the enemy and to gain information.

-1~

Qnet?! g >

Office of the Divisien Cammander z / ,

63



The Div Arty, 66th AR, 67th AR and the 702nd TD Bn were given support
missions. The 14ith Armd FA Bn supported CC "A" and the 78th Armd ™A Bn
supported CC "B". . The 92md Armd FA En reinforced the.fires of the lith
Armd FA Bn and the 62nd Armd FA Bn, &n attached unit, reinforced the fires
of the 78th Armd FA Bn. The 92nd Armd FA Bn also reinforced the British
Royal Horse Arty in the British sector and fired support missiona on 5, 7
and 8 July on ST GERMAIN D'ECTOT, supporting the British 50th Brigsde
attacks. The 92nd Armd FA Bn aided the breakup of & local counterattack on
- Bpritish elements west of HOTTOT, destroying 4 MK IV tanks and killing 80
Germans. Air observers were employed by the Arty to spot targets and adjust
fire to destroy enemy guns. 186 arty concentrations were fired during this
period, neutralizing 11 enemy batteries and destroying tanks, SP guns, mortars,
ammunition dumps, vehicles, and OP's.

A campaign of psychological warfare was conducted during this time
from the front lines by the Div G-2 section, under Lt Col Jesse M. Hawkins,
resulting in the surrender of a number of Germans from the 2nd SS Ps Div.

The 702nd 10 Bn (less 2 Co's) took up positions to supplement the
actions of the Combat Commands in case of a sirong enemy attack. 7Two
companies were located on the front line with the infantry and delivered
direct fire with their M-10's, One M-10 was damaged by enemy fire and 2
of ficers and 19 men were wounded.

The 195th AAA (AW) Bn (SP) supported the Div with batteries assigned
as followst Btry A, to CC "B"; Btry B, Div Tns; Btry C, Div Hq and Div
Res, and Btry D, CC "A%. Medical reports listed 187 total casualties durirg
the 1 to 17 July operations. These included 30 killed, 122 wounded and
35 dombat exhaustion cases. .

- The 1st Bn, 66th AR remained in the vicinity of CARENTAN from 1 to 6
July. It was attached to the 101st Airborne Div until 2 July, then on 3

July to the 83rd Inf Div. On 4 and 5 July, it supported attacks of the

83rd Inf Div. Co F and the lst plat, Co C, supported the attack of the 330th
Inf Regt on L July south of CARENTAN. Heavy resistance, including minefields
and fire of machine guns and rocket dischargers checked progress of the

tanks after the village of ST GECDE BOHN was reached. Co I and Co C, less
1st plat, 66th AR supported the attack of the 329th and 331st lnf Regtis

on 5 July. They attacked astride the CARENTAN-PFRIERS road. Steady

progress was made through minefields and against resistance from strong

enemy infantry units, supparted by SP guns. 1st Bn, 66th AR, was relieved
from attachment to the 83rd Inf Div on 6 July 194, and rejoined the 66th AR
in the vicinity of LE MESNIL, taiing up positions similar to those of other
battalions of the 66th AR.
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The Division was relieved fram its defensive mission by the British 50th
Division on 17 July and returned to an assembly area north of FORET DE CERISY,
where preparetions for further action were undertaken. Operations for the
Division from 18 to 25 July included maintenance of equipment and vehicles
and further treining in hedgerow warfare., The 17th Armd Engr Bn installed a
Div showerpoint at VAUBODON, FRANCE. Special Service progrems for all men were held.
Advanced treining tests were held, emphasizing infantry-tank cooperetion,

@mtion "COERA™

The 2nd Armored Division was attached to VII Corps for Operation "COERA",
which began on 25 July 1944. The Division was ordered to exploit the break-
through made by infantry units south and west of ST. 10 and to drive West
toward the coast, holding a series of objectives extending as far west as
BREHAL. Purpose of the mission was to prevent enemy counterattacks from the
south or east along the line of TESSY SUR VIRE-VILLEBAUDON-PERCY-GAVRAY-
EREHAL (see Annex II for troop list).

Operetion "COBRA", started on 25 July. CC "A" was committed on 26 July.
CC "B" followed CC A", The operation was preceded by the saturation bombard-
ment of the breakthrough area which was followed initially by launching of
attacks by the 9th and 30th Infantry Divisions.

CC "A" advanced south from its assembly area below ST, JEAN DE DAYE at
2609458 July on its mission to repel possible enemy countersttacks from the
TESSY SUR VIRE-VILLEBAUDON area.. It passed its IP near PONT HEBERT and began
an advance over damaged roads and difficult terrain. PFirst objective of CC "A"
was near LE MESNIL HERMAN. It moved out initially in one column, later
splitting into two columns, with the 2nd and 3rd Battalions 66th Armored
Regiment abreast, operating with the lst and 2nd Battalions of the attached
22nd RCT. The 1lst Battalion, 66th Armared Regiment was in support. The 2ith
Cavalry Reconnaissance Sousdron, attached, was used as a covering force.
Division Artillery, reinforced by batteries from the 186th and 258th FA
Battalions, supported the attack fram positions between ST. JEAN DE DAIE and
RUMPAN as the operetion began. CC "A", in a single column, reached ST. GILLES
at 1510B, advancing through anti-tank defenses and around minefields and
bomb creters and drove toward CANISY. A fuel dump was burned, 2 enemy tanks
destroyed and 80 prisoners were taken enroute to CANISY. Here CC "A™ gplit into
two columns and contimed to adwance astride the CANISY-LE MESNIL MERMAK road,
meeting further obstacles and strong resistance. 2nd Battalion, 66th Armored
Regiment, on the right, pushed south of CANISY to the vicinity of ST, MARTIN
DE BON FOSSE. It was forced to negotiate a serious roadblock at CANISY,
where a railroad underpass had been blown. Anti-tank guns and dug-in tanks
slowed the left colusn, which reached ST, EEREMOND DE BON FOSSE and ST. SAMSON

DE BON FOSSE.

CC "B" remained near ST. JEAN DE DAYE with orders to follow CC ®A" after
the latter's main units had cleared CANISY.
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CC "B" adwenced in 2 columns on initial objectives near DANGY. Div Res,
assembled in the ST. JEAN DE DAYE ares, was alerted. The general area of

the Div CP was bombed and strefed duriag the night for a pericd of 28 mirutes,
7 being killed and 62 wounded.

CC "A" consolidated its positions on 27 July, the west (right) column
having secured LE MESNIL HERMAN, its objective, at 0800B. The CG, CC "A"
geve orders to lst Bn, 66th AR and attached units to reconnoiter in force
slong routes to TESSY SUR VIRE. It encountered strong anti-tank resistance
and also had to overcome infantry delaying action. The 3rd Bn, 66th AR wes
als0 ordered to lead & task force on & similar mission to VILLEBAUDON. This
force mrching towerd VILLEBAUDON met moderete resistance. 2nd Bn, 66th AR
and attachments, was ordered to secure HILL 183. The third element of CC "A"
accamplished its mission about 1500B and was relisved by infantry units. The
attacks were forced to skirt main roads which were blocked by burning enemy
vehicles, Strefing German planes which came over the columns were driven
off by friendly fighter-bombers in support of CC "A" which shot down one
enemy aircreft. The fighters remsined to strefe and destroy enemy tanks and
troop carriers.

On 27 July, CC "B"'!'s attack was delayed by heavy traffic on all main
rosds, The combat command moved cut its reconmaissance and advance guard
elements at 1100B. These elements,later supplemented by the 82nd Armd Ren
Bn, were to locate routes over which main forces of CC "B* could advance
to cut off the enemy frem the north along the line extending from CANISY
to EREHAL. Contact was made just southwest of CANISY on the road to PONT
EROCARD. Patrecls of the &2nad Armd Ren Bn reported that an emsmy force of
infantry supported by mortars and artillery, held LAISNEY and QUIBOU. The
advance guard was deployed and Btry A of the 78th Armd FA Bn todsup & sup-
porting pesitien to shell enemy SP guns and mortars. Envelepmemt of the
snemy's left flank elimimsted the resistance and the advance of the main
bedy was remumed. The adwvance guard seised DANGY at 1900B and was reinfoarced
by lst Ba, 4lst Arad Inf Regt and Co D, 67th AR, This force moved on to
ossupy PONT EROCARD be nightfall, after overcaming further resistance
from enemy in armered cars. An enemy oocunterattack near PONT HROCARD wes
repelled, Units of the main right columa then colled wp off the roads to
allew the left column to move ferward. The left coluan reached a point one
mile south of DANGY destroying elmments of enemy infantry and horsedrewn
artillery enrents.

Units of the &2nd Armd Ren Bn continued to cover the adwance of oG "B" ° ¢
as it appresched its secomd cbjestive, southeast of KOTRE DAME LE CENIILY.
- Go B operated along the main read eut of CANISY; Co C checked routes om the
right of the main read amd Co A teck these m the left. These organisations
reached IA PENETIERE by 2i00B after an advance of 12 miles. They encountered
elements of 5 German regiments, teok 39 prisoners and destroyed 3 enemy tanks.
The Div Res remained in its assembly aree, prepared to move south to CANISY.
The Div Arty cammander placed 2 batteries of the 129th AAA Bn, newly attached,
in anti-tank positions im the division rear. The 702nd TD Bn and Btry D of
the 195¢h AAA (AW) Ba (SP) escupied support positions, capturing 16 priscners.
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iv was reported crossing the ST LO-PERIERS road en the right
Div, and elemsnts of the lst Inf Div approached MARIGNY, .

On 28 July, both Combat Cemmands were confronted by streng enemy re-
sistance, . Large German ferces sought to escape scuthward from the First
U. S. Army trep and other emuy forces attemptid to counterattack from the
seutheast. The enemy from the north encountered elements of CC "B"; enemy
arsor and imfantry appreaching from the southeast, were met by CC "A", now
attached to XIX Corps. . ‘

CC "B" units advanced 4 to 8 miles against stubbern resistance, gaining
their objestives at LENGRONNE and o Co H, 67th AR and Co G, Ailst
Arad Inf Regt, an advance group ef CC B", seised the crossroads on the
COUTANCES-GAWRAY highway near CAMEERNON. Blements of the 82nd Armd Ren Bn
pressed ferwmrd with the mission of sesuring crossings over the SIENKE River.
Its patrels reached LENGRONNE and LA JOURDANNIERE, on their objective and
captured 125 priseners. An advance force, composed of 1lst Bn, 67th AR (less
Co D) and lst Bn, 4lst Armd Inf Regt, with a plateon of Co B, 17th Armd Engr
Ba attached, wmas ordered to secure the road north of HAMBYE. In a sharp
ongegement while this objeetive was being occupied, Lt. Col. R. E. Nelson,
;:uor of lst Bn, 67th AR was killed when his tank was hit by anti-tank

The main right column of CC "B" was counterattacked in' force by enemy
which approached PONT BROCARD and NOTRE DAME LE CENIILY from CERISY LA SALLE.
As a result of this attack, Div Res was conmitted. Co E, 4lst Armd Inf Regt
attacked west from PONT BROCARD; Co F, Llst Armd Inf Regt drove southwest
and Co I, 67th Armd Regt moved south to NOTRE DAME LE CENIILY and attacked
north. By midnight CERISY IA SALLE was occupied and reserve units were dis-
Posed to block escape routes from the north. Germen tanks, infantry and
artillery units were destroyed in this engagement. Advance elements of the -
8th Inf Regt, 4th Inf Div moved inte the NOTRE DAME LE CENIILY area in rear
of CC "B", The 3rd Armd Div was contacted on the right flank and the 4th
Am™ad Div was contacted moving scuth frm COUTANCES.

CC "B" was engaged threwghout the next day, 29 July, by continued
counterettacks and escape efforts of the eesy. An 8 mile advance to their
final objectives was made by mein units of the Combat Command, Starting at
0400B, remnants of 2 Nazi Pz Div tried to break through CC "B" lines near
NOTRE DAME LE CENILLY. An enemy column was destroyed after driving back
kth Inf Div outposts and threstening positions of the 78th Armd FA Bn. 1Two
batteries of the 78th Armd FA Bn fired direct fire at a renge of 500 yerds
on the column. Tenks and anti-aircraft guns Jjoined in the ground actiom and
& tank-infantry team mopped up enemy remnants. The 78th Armd FA Bn reported
7 MK IV tanks destroyed, 126 ensmy killed and many other casualties inflicted
in the engagement. 1lst Bn, 4lst Armd Inf Regt and 1lst Bn, 67th AR advanced
toward RENGRONME after bypessing resistance at HAMBYE. Other units met light
resistance going through ST DENIS LE GAST and the final objective at LENGRONNE
was secured at 1530B by lst Bm, Alst Armd Inf Regt. Forces were ordered to
secure the area as follows: 2 infantry cos and platoon of Ren Co, 67th AR
at ST DENIS LE GAST; one plateom, Rcn Co, 67th AR at HAMBYE, and the rest of
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Ron Ce in LENGRONME, whete lisigson was maintained with 4th Armd Div waits.
&nd Armd Ren Bn stationed Co C at TREILY, Co B between GAVRAY and ST DENIS
LE GAST and Co A between CERENCES and GAVRAY, ocoupying all its final cb-

Div Res, advancing in rear of CC "B", set up rosdblocks and outpests

late ‘on 29 July, with the mission of securing areas as far

wost as GRIMESNIL.

As one of its 6 posts was being occupied, a force of aApproximately 600
Germans with tanks, artillery and auto-:.ic Weapons begen a br:llt’tbmh to

the south. They were sugaged at point blenk renge by both
posts, and a heavy toll of the enexy was taken. The

Ne. 5 and Mo, é
assault contimed

enemy
through the line and overren portions of the Div Res CP, and also the CP's
of 2nd Bn, 4lst Armd Inf Regt and 3rd Bn, 67th AR, A1l personnel engaged

in close combat, and support was given by the 92nd Armd ) /' §
were taken in the immediate Div Res CP area. Lt Cal W. D,

Bn. Three priscners
Celeman, oo

the 2nd Bn, 4lst Armd Inf Regt, was killed in this engagement, Another tank-

infantry attack was launched from the southeast and forced

units holding gr

DENIS LE GAST to fall back on friendly outposts. From roadbleck positimms they
engaged the German column on its flanks and inflicted heavy losses. When the
column reached positions of the 78th Armd FA Bn, it came under direet fire
from the artillery's 105-mm and +50 cal guns, a3 well as from one M-10 tank
destroyer. Three trucks, three half-trecks towing AA-AT guns, a truek with

& 75 howitzer, and 4 SP guns were destroyed; LO enemy were

Idlled and 199

captured, The 62nd Armd FA Bn took 238 Prismers after this action and 10
were captured by the Div Arty section. During the sugagements, Col Sidney

R. Hinds, Div Res Cemmander and Lt Col Robert B. Galloway,

ilst Armd Inf

Regt Executive, made a patral by half track from the Div Res CP area to
ST DENIS LE GAST., Armmed with pistols, they encountered a Gérman armored
car and kilied one and wounded another of the guards of the car.

In the early hours of 30 July, other elements of (G "B engaged in another
sharp encounter with a German colunn, numbering 90..vehicles. More than 2000
enany were estimated to have been in the column, which moved under cover of
darkness from secondary roads onto the CAMEERNON-ST DENIS LE GAST reed and
approached GRIMESNIL. The coluan was engaged by elemente of 2nd Bn, 67th AR
and 3rd Bn, 4lst Armd Inf Regt, and was stopped west of GRIMESNIL, when the
MK V tank leading the column was destroyed. Tank, anti-tank, mortar and smgll
arms fire was directed at the length of the column and later the 62nd Aymd

FA Bn, reinforced by Brys A and B of the 78th Armd FA Bn,
the column from the rear. All vehicles in the column were

opened fire on
destroyed and it

wis estimated 48O enemy were killed. The column included tanks, a self-

propelled 150mm gun ("Ferdinand®), artillery prime movers,
administrative cars. During daylight hours Cos A, Band C

half trecks and
of the &nd Amd

Ren Bn combed the ares for eacaping enemy; 166 priscners were taken and 100
enemy killed. After CC "B" had secured the areas of its objectives around
TREILY and CERENCES along the SIENNE River, the Combat Command was ordered

to assemble and reorganize. The sector was turned over to

the 4th Armd Div

and elements of the lst Inf Div. CC "B* took a total of 1058 prisoners

during the peried.
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On 28 July, CC "A" was attached to XIX Corps and received orders to
attack and secure the XIX Corps objective in the vicinity PERCY-LE CHEFRESNE-
ST MARIE. The attack was launched in 3 columns and made steady progress
toward the objective, Major elements in the columns camprised the tank
battalions of the 66th AR and infentry units of the 22nd RCT. The center
column, advancing south from the LE MESNIL HERMAN ares, reached MOYEN, but
found it strongly held by enemy and defended by terrain obstacles. The cclumn
secured high ground north of MOYEN, and held this position until relieved
by 29th Inf Div en the following day. The left colummn reached high ground
south of LE MESNIL OPAC where enemy tanks and dual purpose AA-AT guns were
engaged. In the engagement 5°MK IV tanks and &4 gums were destroyed, with
noc losses to the attacking ferces. The attack contimmed under steady artillery
and mortar fire and at 2200B the Force ws assembled, outposting the area
south of LE MESNIL OPAC. The column had been cut briefly by an enemy tank-
infantry countersattack, but the enemy elements were surrounded and reduced.
The right column, meeting 1ittles resistance, pushed south repidly and secured
VILLEBAUDON; "the -advance was continued and elements of the columm captured
the town of PERCY on 29 July. It was later relieved by the 175th Inf Regt
of the 29th Inf Div,

The left colwmn of CC "AM resumed its attack from LE MESNIL OPAC at O800B
on 29 July, having as its objective ground in the vicinity PONTFARCY. Small
arms fire was met at the outset; this resistance was reduced and the advance
was pushed ahead in search of & stream crossing. Enemy tanks, artillery and
mortar fire were encountered along the stream. The CC “A® coluan returned the
fire and destroyed 3 German tanks. At 1800B the Foree was ordered to dis-
engage fram enemy contact and agsemble, The right column, which had taken .
PERCY en 29 July, continued its advence. '

On 30 July an attack oa TESSY SIR VIRE was launched by & farce ecnsisting
of 2nd Bn, 66th AR, lst Bn, 22nd RCT and engineer and recomaissanee elements.
The Force moved south through VIILEBAUDON and then swung eset, attacking
tomard TESSY SUR VIRE. The advance was slowed by fierce enemy resistansce
in the VILLEBAUDON aresa. Heavy German artillery concentratisns fell em the
town and enemy tanks eounteratiacked the CC "A" column. The attack was re-
pelled and enemy AT guns were destroyed. The attached infantry wnit held the
town and secured the VIILEBAUDON sressrcads in spite of artillery fire which
continued to fall in the sester. Tank elements of the colwmn moved to an

assembly area northwest of the town,

CC "A" renewed the attack en 31 July, when lst Ba, 66th AR and attach-
ments were ordered to secure high ground around DUMONT. The drive was mde
eastward along the left flank of the VILIEBAUDON-TESSY SUR VIRE read. The
Poros passed through the 29th Inf Div limes and advanced %o & point near
BEAUCOUDRAY. Enemy tanks were discovered acress a wooded revine and artillery

fire fell on the asssult elemesnts during reconnsaiseance fer a cressing over
the ravine. MNo suitable croesing was located and the Force consolidated

for the night. Other elements of CC "A" were in assembly areas near PERCY
amd LE PERSRON at the close of the peried.
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2nd Armd Div (less CO "A") was relisved from VII Corpe om 31 July and
was assigned to XIX Corpss COC "A" remained in XIX Corps, as attached on 28
July. 2nd Armd Div (less CC “A") occupied assembly areas in the PONT BROCARD~
NOTRE DAME LE CENILLY vicinity and prepared for future action.

The report of the Division Surgeon for July listed 149 men of the 2md
Arsd Div killed in action; 922 were wounded and 247 cambat exhaustion cases
were handled. Medical units also treated 27 civiliam and 346 enemy wounded.
During the Operetiom "COERA™, the 4Sth Armd Med Bn's 3 clearing stations,
handled 1778 cases, including meny ensmy wounded and wounded men of attached
units,

In its July action, 66th AR, major unit in CC "A", took 1200 prisoners,
killed 230 enemy and destroyed more than 4O enemy vehicles, including 6 MK
V tanks. 66th AR lost 3 officers and 51 enlisted mem killed, 17 officers
and 185 enlisted men wunded, 1 efficer and 51 enlisted men missing. During
Operation "COBRA", CC "B" claimed an estimted 1250 enemy killed and 73 officers
and 3650 enemy captured, Elements of & German divisions were wiped out by
CC "B* and more than 250 vehicles and heavy guns were destroyed. (C “B"
losses included 3 officers and 64 enlisted mem killed, 26 officers and 258
enlisted men wounded, 1 efficer and 68 enlisted men missing.

The report of Div Arty moted that 45 artillery concentretions were fired
during Operetion "COMRA". One enemy battery was neutrslised, 7 MK IV tanks
were destroyed, and 2 countersttacks were smashed. The 195th AAA (AW) Bn
(8F), which had Btry A and Btry B of the 47ith AAA Bn attached fram 28 to
n s Was in 32 engagements with enemy aircreft, and also partiscipated
in ground astion., Five German plames (4 by Btry A) were shot down and 7
probables claimed. The 702nd 1D Bn accounted for more than 35 enemy vehicles
destreyed. Thirteen of its own vehicles were damaged and the battaliom lost
10 men killed and 3 officers amd 53 enlisted men wounded.

Maj Wlliam P, Ring Jr., became commanding officer of lst Bn, 67th Armd
Regt after Lt Cal R. K. Nelscn was killed in action, on 28 July. Lt Col .
Ansi R, Quillian, cemmanding offiser of 3rd Ba, 66th Arad Regt, was wodnded
in astion en 28 July and Maj Hugh R. O'Farrell susceeded him as camander.

Lt Col W. D. Caleman, whe was killed on 30 July, was succeeded by Maj Charles
E. Btter, as CO of 2d Bm, Alet Armd Inf Regt. Maj Harald G. Maynard assumed
cemmand of the 784k Armd FA Ba om 30 July, after Lt Col Hugh M, Exton was
wounded im astien. .

1

Y 2~




!

ANNEX IT  [ROOP LIST FOR OPi<A1LON GOBHA

COMBAT CU:MAND VaN

Hq CCA

66th Armd regt

<2nd Regt Combat Team with
normal attachments

l4th Arrd ;A Bn

Co's A, C, 17th Armd Engr mn

702nd D Bn (SP) (less Go B)

Co A, 48th Armd iled Bn

Btry D, 195tu AAA (AW) Bn (SP)

Det maint Bn

LIV CUNTROL

Hy and 4y Co ond Arwa piv (w/1L Co,
4lst AI: attached, plus o sects
Bury C, 195t AAA 3. (AW) (S:))

l4gnd Armd.Sig Co

82nd arind gen sn (plus Co 58, 17cn
Arnd sngr n)

<4t Ren Jydn recz (-1 rp)

Div wns (plus Bury 8, 190.. AAA n
(AW (SP)

Hg 1900h ApA n (a) (82)

17004 Armd sn_r on (lese o GCots)

COKBAYL CuUsnpiAnD '3

Hq CCB C
07t Arnd Regt (less srd sn)
lst, 3rd nns, 41st Armd Inf teil
78th Ariid A sn

Co B, 17tn Ar.nd angr sn

Co b, 702nd 1o n (3r)

Co n, 48on Aind .red =n

Bor, a, i90tih AAA (AV) =n (LF)
Vet jkalnt Bn

LIV RuSseava
«lst Armu Inl’' Regt (less = ong)

(-1 Co)
ord sn, o7th Arcd Gegt

LIV ar Thiga

g piv Arty, “2nu A™G Liv

vend A A oLn

COCIY 4 n

vend Arad A HAn

trys G, .90th AaA o (ad) (s5:)
sery's C, D 129cth aAa on
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27 September 1944

APTIR ACTION REPORT AUG 15 _

Operetions of the 24 Armd Div during the period 1 A to 31.1 1944
My be grouped into three major phases: . e

I. The VIRE-DAFRONT OFFENSIVE (1 to 15 Aug 19u4) exploiting the ST L0
h of 25 to 31 July 1944.
1I. The TOUROVRE~ELBEUF OFFENSIVE (20 to 26 Avg 1944)
III. The BEAUVA IS-MONTD ID IRR PURSUIT (29 to 31 Aug 1944)

T 1 to 15"

Major units of the 2d Armd Div operated under VII and XIX Corps of the
First United States Aray in certain stages of this phase of operetions. The
Div less CC "A® was attached to VII Corps until 021200B Aug; then to XIX
Corps until 7 Aug. The Div less GC WA® was again attached to VIX Corps on *
7 Aug and CC "A", which had been operating since 28-July wnder XIX Corps, \
was placed in XIX Corps reserve. 24 Armd Div was again relieved from VI
Corps an 13 Aug and attached to XIX Corps. ' :

" breakthrough, a&ccamplished during the preceding month, In pursuit of these
missions the 2d Amd Div destroyed enemy units south and southeast of VIRE
and secured successive objectives fram the VIRE area to DQMFRONT. Units of
the VII and XIX Corps aided materially in closing the FALAISR-ARGENTAN gep,
entrapping the remmants of the German 15th Army.

1 AUGUST

At first light on 1 Aug 3rd Bn 66th AR, reinforced, attacked from an
assembly area in the vicinity of VILLEBAUDON with the mission of securing
fESSY SUR VIRE. The attack was launched employing a secondary east-west
road north of the VILLEBAUDON-TESSY SUR VIRE highway as an axis, Adventage
was taken of a ground mist which oovered the movement of the force; a column
) of enemy vehicles was overrun and destroyed enroute and the thrust continued
: to high ground northwest of TESSY SR VIRE. Two tanks of Co G 66th AR actually
entered TESSY SUR VIRE at 1030B, but were engaged by a superior number of
German tanks and destroyed. The column was attacied along its length by a _
number of Mk V German tanks, which were driven off or destroyed in a series /b
of fiercely contested actions. 3rd Bn 66th AR assembled all elements and
consolidated on commanding terrain NW of TESSY SIR VIRE. The position was
Q held against determined enemy count isolated the force until w

General missions of the two Corps camprised exploitation of the ST 1o \‘R
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relief was effected by other elements of CC "A",

At 1500B, 1lst and 2nd Bns 66th AR, reinforced with elements of the 22nd
RCT, attacked astride the VIILEBAUDON-~TESSY SUR VIRE highway. The advance
was made against heavy enemy resistance in the form of artillery and anti-
tank fire, and a large number of enemy Mark IV and Mark V tanks placed in
concealed positions along the highway. The enemy was forced to withdraw
to positions south of TESSY SUR VIRE, and CC "A" consolidated its forces,
securing the tom for the night. In supporting the attack of CC "A", Co A
and Co B'of the 702nd T Bn destroyed 19 enemy vehicles, and captured 64
prisoners.

The 2d Arnd Div, less CC "A" was in VII Corps reserve and occupied
- assembly areas near PONT BROCARD. Units engaged in reorgenization and
maintenance during the period.

2 AUGUST

2d Armd Div less CC "A" passed to control of XIX Corps at 021200B
Aug and resumed operations with an attack to secure Corps objectives to the
south. CC "B" moved out at 021600B from its assembly area in vicinity
NOTRE DAME IE CENILLY and advanced through VILLEBAUDON and PERCY in the szons
of the 28th Inf Div. By 022200B the advance guard had reached MARGUERAY
after meeting heavy resistance from German artillery, tanks, mortars, anti-
tank guns and infantry. CC "B" consolidated its gains north of MARGUERAY.
Div Res was placed on a 2 hour alert status and prepared to follow the ad-
vance of CC "B®, CC "A"™ was withdrawn to an assembly area near VILLEBAUDON
for reorgenisation and maintenance. Div Tns moved from CANISY to an area
southwest of PONT BROCARD during the period,

3 AUGUST

2d Armd Div units continued to meet fierce resistance from enemy rear
guard elements, Mines and log roadblocks were encountered on the route of
advance of CC "B", Units of the German 2nd Pg Div and 363rd Inf Div offered
stiffening resistance; although hampered by rein and difficult terrain, the .
Combat Command advanced in two columns about 7 miles along its main axis N
PERCY-MARGUERAY-MONTERAY~SEPT FRERES. The left column reashed SEPT FRERES
and was fighting in the town at nightfall, fimlly consolidating in a pogition
south of LA CAVE. The right column encountered a blown bridge and minsfield
covered by artillery and mortar fire along its route, and resched a point ome
mile northwest of ST SEVER CALVADOS, where gains were consolidated for the
night. Div Res prepared for action and moved up to an assembly area south
of PERCY. Div Arty fired 4 concentraetions from the PERCY area, and supporting
artillery battalions fired missions and reported hits on the FORET DE ST
SEVER. The 78th and 62nd Armd FA Bns supported CC "B" directly; the 1lith,
65th, 92nd and 258th FA Bns were in general support. CC "A" continued vehicle
maintenance and personnel rehabilitation in its VILLEBAUDON assembly area
and was alerted to prepare for action by 040600B Aug.
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4 AUGUST

238 Armd Div's field arder assigned CC "B" the left sector of the Div
zone of advance and gave CC "B" the mission of passing through the 28th Inf
Div positions on L Aug to secure the XIX Corps objective, which was the high
ground southeast of SOURDEVAL. CC "A" was assigned the right sector, and
was to pass through and coordinate with 29th 4nf Div units and advance to
the Corps objective, bypassing VIRE if necessary. CC "A" moved into the
attack at OLO600B and executed the Div order with a 12 mile advance south-
west from its VIILEBAUDON assembly area. Minefields and a series of road-
blocks were reduced and a damaged bridge was repaired during the advance.
Anti-tank guns and roving and dug in tanks were encountered and destroyed.
At 2010B a new attack, coordimated with 29th Inf Div elements, was launched
by CC "A" and the cambined force pushed to within 3 miles of VIRE. Patrols
were sent toward VIRE during the night, CC "B" met stubborn resistance in
its advance from SEPT FRERES and COURSON. Assault elements were slowed by
enemy mines, artillery, nebelwerfers and mortars. CC "B" occupled areas
west and north of ST SEVER CALVADOS for the night, and patrols reconnoitered
for routes to bypeass the town. 82nd Armd Ren bBn patrolled toward VIRE and
into 'PRET DE ST SEVER to secure routes of advance for the combst commands.,
Both Co A and Co C of the 82nd Rcn came under heavy fire and suffered severe
casualties. Div Res was on alert status in its assembly ares.

5 AUGUST

CC "A" continued to advance on the left in the 2d Armd Div zone, co-
ordinating with 29th Inf Div units in that area. CC "A" launched its attack
at O800B in two columns. The left column, led by 2d Bn 66th AR, was directed
south toward VIRE and the other, composed of lst Bn 66th AR and attached
infantry, moved to the west of the city to secure a flanking position over-
looking VIRE and the VIRE River. All bridges and adjacent roeds were found
to be mined and strongly defended by the enemy with infantry and AT fire from
assault guns and dug in tanks., CC "A" made a 3 mile advance during the period.
Hill 219 was secured by lst Bn 66th AR. 2d Bn 66th AR Reinf, met stiff enemy
resistance at MARTIILY, northwest of VIRE, and disengaged for the night.

CC "B" opereted in a sector with 28th Inf Div and continued to drive toward
SOURDEVAL. CC "B" attacked in two columns at O800B and made steady progress
against stubborn enemy resistance and local counterattacks. The right column
attacked southwest toward BOIS DE LA HAYE and reached a point north of CHAMP
DU BOULT. The left column, after encountering bagooka and artillery fire,
captured ST MANVIEU BOCAGE. Div Res was prepared to support either of the
combat commands by routes through ST SEVER CALVADOS. 82nd Armd Ren Bn pagpgls
encountered heavy artillery, mortar and small arms fire in their reconmiasance
of FCRET DE ST SEVER. Div Arty fired concentrations on ammnition dumps,
barracks, guns and vehicles in the forest.

6 AUGUST

XIX Corps order directed the 2d Armd Div to attack southeast, seize
" GATHEMO and assist the advance of the VII Corps on the right. CC "A", again
coordinating with 29th Inf Div was ordered to att.ack in the XIX Corps zone,

. md Div less CC "An .
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was directed to attack, with objectives on the line DOMFRONT-AMERIERES (See
ANNEX I for troop list, 6 August).

After a heavy shelling of VIRE during the night, CC "A¥, reinforced by
2nd Bn 4lst Armd Inf Regt, launched its attack on VIRE. Heavy fire by enemy
artillery, mortars and direct fire from ant i-tank guns halted the left column
camprising the 2nd Bn 66th AR Reinf, at a crossroads north of the city, after
an advance of about 500 yards. The lst and 3rd Bns 66th AR and 2nd Bn Llst
AIR were cut off fram the 115th Inf Regt, 29th Inf Div, at this point and were
heavily engaged by German infantry and tanks which attacked from the vicinity
ST. MARTIN DE TALLERENDE. All counterattacks were repulsed successfully. This
force of CC "A" was later relieved by the 175th Inf Regt of the 29th Inf Div
and was withdrawn to XIX Corps reserve, CC "B" advanced 2% miles against
determined enemy resistance. The left column ren into heavy fire from mortars,
artillery and anti-tank guns, but successfully penetrated FORET DE ST. SEVER to
the vicinity of LE GAST, where the Force was relieved by the 115th Inf. CC ngnts
right column attacked through the forest with dismounted infantry in support
and after a short advance turned the sector over to the 109th Inf Regt of the
28th Inf Div. 82nd Armd Rcn Bn patrols reconnoitered for routes for a proposed
move through ST. POIS to MCRTAIN, and also screened the advance southeast of
ST, SEVER CALVADOS. Heavy fire was laid down by all artillery battalions on
targets in FORET DE ST. SEVER and in the VIRE area.

7 AUGUST

82nd Armd Ren Bn moved out at O70010B from positions near ST. SEVER
CALVADOS and acted as advance guard for the Div less CC "A" in a movement to
the vicinity of ST. FOIS. Patrols contacted 9th Inf Div elements south of
CHERENCE LE BOUSSEL. The main column of CC "B" left the ST. SEVER CALVADOCS
aree at 0530B. Co "B" 82nd Armd Ren Bn contacted enemy after passing CHERENCE
1E BOUSSEL and leading elements of CC "B" also came under fire. Enemy mortars
and artillery were bypassed and a local tenk attack was repulsed.

At 1100B, 2nd Armd Div less CC "A" was attached to VII Corps and the
mission was modified. The march to the south and east was continued by a route
through ST. POIS, CUVES, REFEWILLE, ST. HILAIRE DU HARCOUET and LE TEILIEUL.
All CC "B" units closed in vicinity of BARENTON by 2330B after a 45-mile march.
Div Res and other units of 2nd Armd Div less CC "A" began to move on the route
of CC "B" at 1700B. CC "A" less 2nd Bn 66th AR was detached from 2nd Armd Div
and put in XIX Corps reserve. 2nd Bn 66th AR was attached to the 28th Inf Div.

8 AUGUST

CC "B" attacked at 0800B fram a position west of BARENTON, driving north
with the objective of securing high ground in the vicinity of GER. CC "B" moved
in two columns with lst Bn 4lst AIR on the right and 3rd Bn 4lst AIR on the left.
3rd Bn 67th AR, attached to CC "B from Div Res, supported the infantry
battalions. Both columns advanced more than 3 miles across difficult terrain,
through minefislds and against anti-tank guns. At nightfall the two columns
consolidated their gains and maintained enemy contact by active patrolling.

Div Res dispersed an enemy pltni' iiii and sent a combat patrol toward
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MORTAIN to eliminate an ensmy roadblock. 82nd Armd Ren Bn patrols reconnoitered
tomard GER, MORTAIN and DOMFRONT to cover the attack of CC "BY., Other Rcn Bn
patrols guarded bridges over LA VARENNE river. Div Arty concentretions were
fired on enemy artillery, wvehicle and infantry columns, anti-tank guns and a
-flak tower. The 702nd TD Bn and Div Res occupied outposts and established road-

blocks to protect the rear and flanks of the Div. GC "A" remained in reserve in
the vicinity of VIRE, . '

9 AUGUST

CC "B" resumed its attack toward the vicinity of GER on the morning of
9 August, and by 1630B had seised high ground 4 miles north of BARENTON. The
attack was preceded by a heavy artillery barrage and ms supported by 3rd Bn
67th AR. Air Support aided the advance considerably by destroying sneny tanks,
guns and ammnition dumps in the MORTA IN-GER-BARENTON pocket. CC ®B# repulsed
a tank-infantry counterettack on its left front and at 20008 destroyed an enemy
tank column which had advanced south toward "CC "B" lines on the GER~BARENTON
road. Forward units outposted their positions and patrolled into eneny territory
at nightfall. Considereble artillery and mortar fire fell in CC "p"'s sector
during the night. 3rd Bn 120th Inf Regt, 30th Inf Div, was attached to CC mpn
in preparation for a renewed attack on 10 August. Div Arty fired 22 concentre~
tions during the period and scored hits on enemy tanks and guns north of the
front lines of CC "B" infantry. Patrols from 82nd Armd Ren Bn occupied
ST. GECRGES DE ROUELLE, contacted 35th Inf Div elements near MORTAIN, covered
the BARENTON-DOMFRONT highway and observed enemy tanks at LONLAY L'ABBAYE,

10 AUGUST

Enemy planes bombed the vicinity of Div CP and Div Res areas for about 25
mimites, starting at 0100B, Heavy demolition and anti-personnel bombs were
dropped and 35 casualties were reported in the area of lst Bn 67th AR. CC "B®
held its positions north of BARENTON and drove off an enemy countersttack at
0530B. Enemy infantry were reinforced with tanks and advanced under supporting
fires of artillery, mortars and nebelwerfers. Supporting artillery and fighter
blanes dispersed an enemy infantry column which moved from the northeast at
2030B and approached CC "B"'s lines, CC "B acted as a covering force for 30th
Inf Div units which attacked north from near LE TEILLEUL to open & supply and
communication route to 2nd Bn 120th Inf Regt, which had been isolated on a hill
east of MORTAIN. 45 Div Arty concentrations were fired during the day, assist-
ing in smashing the counterettacks on CC "B¥. 82nd Armd Rcn Bn and attached
engineers blew up bridges between BARENTON and DQMFRONT to prevent their use by
enemy for a possible counterattack from that sector. 82nd Armd Rcn Bn also
occupied ST. GEORGES DE ROUELLE. The 238th Comb Engr Bn (less 1 Co) arrived in
the Div Res area and mas placed in direct support of 2nd Armd Div.

CC "A", attached to XIX Corps, assembled a task force which was attached
to the 28th Inf Div at GATHEMO. The Force consisted of 66th AR (less lst and
3rd Bns, Ren Co and "A" Co), 2nd Bn 4lst AIR (less 1 Co), lith Armd FA Bn, Co
"A" 702nd TD Bn, 1 plat Co "AN, 17th Armd Engr Bn and det Co AR, L8th Armd
Med Bn. The Task Force pessed through lines of the 109th Inf Regt at 0600B
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and attacked south and southeast of GATHEMO, with the towns of VENGEONS and

ST, SAUVEUR DE CHAULEID as objectives. The Task Force progressed steadily across
country over rough terrain, encountering martar, basooka and extremely heavy
artillery fire. 1st Bn 66th AR wes attached to the 28th Inf Div for an attack
south of GATHEMO against remnants of the enemy's 84th Inf Div which had just been
cleared from the town.

11 AUGUST

CC "B" received another eneny counterattack from the northeast, German
infantry engaging a CC "B" patrol and then following the patrol toward positions
of CC "B", under cover of artillery and mortar fire. The eneny attack was
checked; a heavy artillery barrage by Div Arty aided in repelling the counter-
attack. CC "B" patrols penetrated FCRET DE LANDE POURRIE and area in vicinity of
GER, contacting enemy in force. Div Res was ordered up to vicinity of BARENTON
and received the mission of relieving CC "B", which planned a renewed attack to
the north on 12 August. Units of 8nd Armd Rcn Bn contimued to outpost
ST. GECRGES DE ROUELLE and crossings over LA VARENNE river. (CC "A® resumed its

mission of seising Hill 338 and then proceeding to Hill 367. When the Task Porce
entered the 29th Inf Div zone it was to be attached to 29th Inf Div. Fierce
eneny resistance was met, comprising an anti-tank battalion equipped with 8tmm
guns, bagooka teams, and heavy mortar and artillery fire. The Task Force was
delayed until 12 August in securing the initial objective. The Div CP area,
south of BARENTON, was shelled by long renge gun at about 1500B. Air
reconnaissance located the gun near DQOMFRONT and fighter bombers destroyed it.

12 AUGUST

CC "B* and Div Res contimed to hold defensive positions in the 2nd Armd
Div sone at the start of the period. At 1100B a new attack was launched by
CC "B" with 1st Bn 4lst AIR on the right and 3rd Bn 4lst AIR on the left. 3rd
Bu 67th AR reinforced the infantry and 2nd Bn 67th AR and one infantry campany
wers held in reserve., The right column advanced 800 yards against light
oppxsition; the left column was checked by intense artillery and automatic
weapon fire. The attack continued wntil 22008 > &t which time defensive positions
were taken on order of CG VII Corps. All units were alerted to meet possible
enelly counterattacks. Two enemy thrusts were beaten off, ons by CC "B® at
02308 and the other by Div Res at 1610B. Air cover of GC BY strafed eneay
columns and positions north of CG "p® positions and reported destroying 10 ensay
tanks. 3rd Bn 120th Inf Regt s Which had been attached to Div Res, was released
at 1800B and returned to 30th Inf Div control. 82nd Arad Ron Bn sent patrols,
reinforced by a light tank unit, to seise high ground south of LONLAY L'ABBAYE.
After accomplishing its mission the force was relieved by elements of the 4th
Inf Div. The Task Force of CC "A" continued to attack in the XIX Corps sone,
and advanced slowly from the northwest toward SOURDEVAL and GER. Enemy tanks,
observed heavy artillery concentrations » and anti-tank guns delayed the progress
of the Task Porce. 2nd Bn 66th AR and 2nd Bn 41st AIR secured the crossroads
on Hill 338 at 1110B. Four eneay 88um gUna dare Jowocked out in this attack.
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13 AUGUST

2d Armd Div less CC "A" was released from VII Corps at 1000B and attached
to XIX Corps, CC "A" continued in the status of attached to XIX Corps. CC "B
maintained vigorous patrol activity north of its defensive sector. 82nd Armd
Ren Bn, reinf. began a reconnaissance in force against DOMFRONT. CC "A" (less
2nd Bn 66th AR) was reinforced with one battalion of 112th Inf Regt, 28th Inf
Div. Advance elemsnts of CC "A" bypassed SOURDEVAL and turned east towards GER,
neeting moderate resistance. A damaged bridge south of SOURDEVAL was repaired
and the advance continued through ST, CLEMENT and on toward GER, an enemy tank
being knocked out on the way. West of GER Ren Co 66th AR became heavily engaged
with ensmy infantry and artillery and was.relieved by 3rd Bn 66th AR, which
forced an enemy withdrawel before consolidating for the night. :

The 82nd Armd Ren Bn, Reinf, had the following elements attached for its
move on DOMFRONT: Co "E" Llst AIR, Co "D" 67th AR, Co "D" 17th Armd Engr Bn
and 62nd Armd FA Bn. The Force advanced at 1300B in thres columns east of
LA VARENNE river. Co "A" 8nd Armd Rcn Bn, Co "E" Llst AIR and a platoon of
Co "D" 67th AR advanced along the MORTAIN-DOMFRONT road; Co "C" and a platoon
of Co ™" 67th AR moved east on the LE TEILLEUL-DOMFRONT road and Co "B" &2nd
Armd Ren Bn, with a third platoon from Co "D" 67th AR, advanced east between the
other two columns over secondary roads. Co "D" 82nd Armd Rcn Bn protected roads
to the north and to the rear. Co "A" made good progress along its axis of
advance, encountering only sporadic artillery fire, and consolidated a position
west of DOMFRONT overnight. Co "B" closed in to the north on Co "A"'s right
flank. Co "E" Llst AIR swung to the south and joined Co "C" 82nd Armd Ren Bn
at 1800B, when an enemy thrust threatened the right flank of the Force; Co "E"
Llst AIR and thess elements advanced to a position sokt lwest of the town and
consolidated for the night. The 62nd Armd FA Bn and Co D" 17th Armd Engr Bn
supported the attacking elements.

1i, AUGUST

82nd Armd Ren Bn, Reinf, continued its advance to DOMFRONT at 0O800B and
took its objective at 1600B. ' CC "B", reinforced by the 99th Sep Inf Bn
attached, prepared for a new attack against elements of 11 enemy divisions still
believed to be located in the FILERS-DOMFRONT-MORTAIN pocket. This plan wes
cancelled and CC "B" and Div Res were ordered to assemble and begin maintenance
of wvehicles and equipment. CC "A" renewed its attack in the north sector o
IIX Corps' sme, moving out at 0700B. Steady progress was made toward GER Until
minefields covered by enemy mortar and small arms fire were encountered.
Infantry and enginesr units cleared these obstacles and the advance was resumed
through GER and LONLAY L'ABBAYE, which was occupied at 20058. Here a blom
bridge over the EGRENNE River, defended by artillery and SP anti-tank guns,
delayed further movement until late at night. Infantry, reconnsissance and
tank destroyer units crossed and moved east toward the final objective of CC "A"
before the close of the pericd. Co *C" Bn made the main effort
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along the highwey from the southwest. Co "C" was reinforced by Co "g¢
klst AIR and Co "D¥ 67th AR. Co "B* 82nd Armd Ren Bn forded 1A VARENNE river
and advanced oh the right f » repulsed an enemy countersttack, and then
advanced with an agsault into the streets of the tom. Co "A" 82nd Armd Ren Bn
was initially in reserve and at 1200B entered the action fram south of DOMFRONT.
The 62nd Armd FA Bn fired close support which aided the assault when it
threatened: to bog dowmn on the cutskirts of the tom. Co "™D" 17th Armd Engr Bn
1laid a treadwy bridge, removed enemy demolition bambs from under another bridge
and clsared minefields to support the attack. 200 prisoners were taken by the
Force, which was relieved later in the day by the 117th and 120th Inf Regts,
0th Inf Div, Units then withdrew to an assenbly area.

15 AUaUST

CC "A¥ was 2nd Armd Div's only wmit in contact with the enemy during this
period, After crossing the EGRENNE River east of LONIAY L'AEBAYE, elements of
CC "A" overcame a small pocket of resistance near the IP. 3rd Bn 66th AR reached
the CC "A" objective, Hill 329, north of DOMFRONT, at 1000B. Infantry continued
to mop up and consolidate the objective until it was secured at 1330B. 2nd Bn
86th AR, which had been located near SOURDEVAL, rejoined CC "A" at GER. The
112th Inf Regt of the 28th Inf Div then relieved CC."A%, which was relsased to
2nd Atd Div and directed to Join the remainder of the Div in vicinity of
BARENTON on 16 August. All other 2nd Armd Div units engaged in maintenance of
oquipment, vehicles and weapons, and training and rehabilitation of persannel.
The 17th Armd Engr Bn opened a Div showerpoint near BARENTON.

16-17 AUGUST

All wits of 2nd Armd Div conducted rembilitation of personnel and
maintenance of vehicles in their assembly areas in vieinity of BARENTON, prepar-
ing for future operetions. Test firing of rocket equipped tank was conducted
on 16 August at & temporary renge north of BARENTON. Div Res oriented 99th Sep
Inf Bn units in tank-infantry tactics.

18-19 AUGUST

‘The 2nd Armd Div, detached from XIX Corps and attached to V Corps, moved
fram the Barenton area to the vicinity of MORTAGNE AU PERCHE and TOUROVRE. (See
ANNEX II for troop list). Two routes were used. CC "A" moved on 18 August over
the south route through AMBRIERES, JAVRON, PRE EN PAIL and ALENCON to the
vicinity of SEES. CC "B", Div Res, Div Arty and units under Div control followed
the north route through DOMFRONT, LA FERTE MACE and CARROUGES to SEES. The
march was resumed on 19 August. The two main columns advanced east and occupied
assembly areas near ST. ANNE and LONGNY AU PERCHE. On completion of the move,
2nd Armd Div was detached from V Corps and attached to XIX Corps. The Di\'r' )
covered approximately 80 miles in the two-day march.




20-26 AUGUST

2nd Armd Div operated under XIX Corps in this phase of its August operations.
In a seven-day offensive from 20th to 26th August, the Division advanced approx-
imately 95 miles north and northeast to the SEINE River. IKlements of the
German 2nd SS Pg Div, 116th Px Div, 17th GAF Div and 344th Inf Div were routed in
.the Div sone as it accomplished its mission in securing successive objectives
fran TOUROVRE to ELBEUF.

20 AUGUST

Orders of CG 2nd Armd Div directed an attack at 200800B August, Combat
Commands abreast, to secure successive objectives in the XIX Corps sone. CC wp™
advanced on the left and CC "A" on the right, with the mission of seising or
bypassing tomns from VERNEUIL to RLEEUF. The enemy was reported to be defending
along the line VERNEUIL-IAIGLE, which had been reconnoitered by 82nd Armd Ren Bn
Patrols., XIX Corps assigned the 113th Cav Ren Sqdn to cover the Div's left
flank, CC "B" advanced in two columns fram vicinity of ST. ANNE, with the
objective of crossing the AVRE river at VERNEUIL., Both columns met determined
resistance near the town and sought to cross the AVRE river to the east and west.
Reconnaissance was being made at the end of the period for suitable crossings,

CC "A" advanced fram the vicinity of LONGNY AU PERCHE through-LA FERTE VIDAME and
MONTIGNY. Little resistance was encountered until it reached the AVRE river,
northwest of BREZOLLES. Bridges were found to be blown and bridge sites well
defended. Co "A" 17th Armd Engr Bn constructed a 30-foot treademy across the
AVRE and CC "A" advanced 2nd Bn 66th AR, 2nd Bn 4lst AR and Co "A" 702nd T Bn
across the stream to positions along the railroad north of the river before
nightfall. The remainder of the combat ¢ommand crossed during the night. Div
Res units advanced northeast to vicinity of BREZOLLES and maintained roadblocks
and local security in the Div rear.

21 AUGUST

2nd Armd Div operations were hampered throughout the day by rain and low
clouds, which cancelled scheduled air support. Both combat commands advanced
toward new objectives, reconnaissance slements being moved out at 0600B.
Successive objectives were seized and secured by CC "A"'s major elements at
211100B and 211500B. CC "A" then ordered an attack by 2nd Bn Llst AIR (less
1 Co) and a company of medium tanks to secure DAMVILLE. The town was secured
against stubborn resistance by 2130B and the enemy was driven back to high ground
north of the towmn. CC "B" attacked north from vicinity south of VERNEUIL with
BRETEUIL as its objective, A bridge and ford east of VERNEUIL were used to cross
the AVRE river and the attack moved steadily north. Enemy resistance remained
stubborn, but before the close of the period CC "B" cut and blocked the BRETEUIL-
DAMVILLE road in two places. Both combat commands encountered artillery, anti-
tank, nebelwerfer and small amms firgr along. | MpLurWiRes, Advances of between
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8 and 10 miles were made during the period. Large numbers of prisoners were
taken and much enemy ecuipment was destroyed.

22 AUGUST

Tlack of stream crossings delayed both CC "A" and CC "B" during their attacks
on 22 August. Little enemy resistance was encountered. At 0800B, CC "B" crossed
the ITON river, bypassed BRETEUIL to the east, and contimed to move north on
the east side of the BRETEUIL-CONCHES road. The two columns of CC "B" merged to
bypess CONCHES and advanced to a point on the ROULOIR river, 3000 yards east of
CONCHES, Here a bridgehead was established and a force large enough to secure it
for the night was sent across the stream. At 0800B, CC "A" advanced from
vicinity of DAMVILLE in two columns. 2nd Bn 4lst AIR was the major unit in the
left column and 2nd Bn 66th AR in the right column. Beth columns attacked north
and by 2100B had established bridgeheads scross the ITON river. During the ‘night
other elements of CC "A" were ordered to cross. Advances of about 9 miles were
made by both cambet commands and approximately 500 prisoners were taken. Co "B"
and Co "C" 82nd Armd Rcn Bn advanced as a cover forcefor the two combat cormands.
Co "B" destroyed an enemy column of 14 vehicles near LA BOCHELLE and took 274
prisoners. Patrols of 82nd Armd Rcn Bn advanced within 5 miles of the SEINE
river.

23 AUGUST

The attack was resumed at 0730B. Advencing from the ITCN river bridgeheads,
the combat cormands met little opposition at first and the attacks progressed
favorably. Resistance stiffened as pockets of infantry and retreating vehicle
columns were overtaken., Scores of enemy were killed, much equipment destroyed
and approximately 300 enemy were captured. CC "A" advanced about 20 miles. 1Its
left column cut the highway between LE NEUBOURG and ELBEUF and the right column
reached a point one mile south of ELBEUF. Dug-in enemy tanks were encount ered
and CC "A" consnlidated its positions to prepare for a new attack on 24 August.
In 2nd Armd Div's left sector CC "B" advanced rapidly and seiged a 12-mile strip
along the CONCHES-LE NEUBOURG road. Its elements, attacking in two columns,
received heavy fire fram enemy artillery and automatic weapons. LE NEUBOIRG was
cut off at 1800B and positions astride the road were consolidated. Road blocks
were set up on all roads out of LE NEUBOURG. Enemy tanks and other vehicles
attempting to escape under cover of dariness were destroyed. 82nd Armd Rcn Bn
patrols reconnoitered deep into enemy territory, taking approximately 100 .
prisoners. Div Res mopped up bypassed pockets of resistance and the 28th Inf Div
performed a similar mission in the Div rear.

24, AUGUST

German planes bambed areas of 2nd Armd Div forward elements during early
hours of the period. Casualties resulted. Lt. Col. Benjamin M. Bailey,
executive officer of CC "A", was killed. All units resuned their advance toward
the SEINE river and objectives to the north at 0800B, and continued to take
scores of prisoners and to destroy columns of horsedrawn enemy vehicles.
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One column of CC "A" drove past the LE NEUBOURG-ELBEUF highway and the other
column attacked ELREUF from the south. The latter column ren intoc almost

impa ssable terrain in the form of a defile strongly defended by tanks and anti-
tank guns. The column also encountered enemy artillery fire on outskirts of
ELBEUF, and the attack was suspended until reinforcements arrived. CC "B", after
being relieved by 28th Inf Div units at its roadblocks around LE NEUBOURG, resumed
its attack north from the LE NEUBOURG-LOUVIERS roed, with the mission of seizing
and consolidating positions in vicinity of TOURVILLE 1A CAMPAGNE. Stubborn
defenses of the enemy were encountered and a brief tank versus tank engagement
ensued north of LE NEUBOURG. Bnemy tanks were routed and by 1600B CC "B" had
geined all of its objectives. The &2nd Armd Ren Bn pushed patrols to within two
miles of BOURGTHEROUDE and continued to take many prisoners. Div Res was engaged
in mopping up activities. The 702nd T Bn reported seizing 60 prisoners and
knocking out an enemy column of 11 vehicles.

25 AUGUST

CC "A" and a combat team of 268th Inf Div launched a coordimated attack at
11008 to seise ELBEWF and capture eneny escape sites on the west bank of the
SEINE river. 1st Bn 66th AR attacked north toward the higlmay leading west from
ELEEUF and swung to the east after cutting the road. The 99th Sep Inf Bn,
attached to CC "A", and 2nd Bn Llst AIR attacked abreast along the LE NEUBOURG-
ELBEUF road. 2nd Bn 66th AR joined with the 109th RCT, 28th Inf Div in an attack
fram the southeast. Enemy artillery from across the SEINE river, anti-tank guns
and nebelwerfers placed fire on the attacking columns. By nightfall 2nd Bn 4lst
AR, 99th Sep Inf Bn and 2nd Bn 66th AR had penetrated the town and other units
were favorably positioned for a renewed attack on 26 August. Div Arty supported
the attack of CC "A" and also placed concentrations on SEINE river bridges and
ferries which escaping German units were using. CC "B" maintained roadblocks on
the left flank of the Div zone, northeast of TOURVILLE IA CAMPAGNE. CC "B" con-
tacted Canadian wnits in the British sector to the left of 2nd Armd Div. 82nd
Arad Ron Bn reached its objective at BOURGTHEROUIDE and then was relieved by units
of the Canadian XII Corps.

26 AUGUST

The assault on ELEEUF was resumed by CC "A" and all attacking wits converged
on the center of the town at approximately 1200B, Mopping up continued wuntil
late afterncon, when the Cansdian 4th Armd Div occupied the tom. CC "A" asgsembled
south of ELBEUF upon being relieved, Div Res relieved CC "B" in the sector
around TOURVILLE IA CAMPAGNE. Div Res was later relieved by Canadian units in
that sector, and maintained contact with the Ganmdian XII Corps. CC "B" reported
that Canadian 3rd Inf Div had taken positions near CC "B¥ig Sssembly area. Piy
Arty placed heavy fire on SEINE river crossings and on an enemy assembly area
north of the river. 82nd Armd Ren Bn conducted maintenance for a half day and
then at 19308 began a iS8-mile movement from ECQUEETOT to the XIX Corps concentrea=-
tion area in vicinity of MANTES GASSICOURT. Div Tns also begen to move during
the night to the new area.

For a record of tanks knocked out by 2nd Armd Div during the TOUROVRE-ELERUF
offensive, see ANNEX III.
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27 28 AUGUST

During this period the 2d Armd Div moved from vicinity of ELEEF and
LE NEUBOURG to an assembly area west of MANTES GASSICOURT in prepsration for
future operations. All units closed in the new area by 280600B. Maintenance
and reorganization were conducted during the remainder of the period. 3Small
elements of CC "B" crossed the SEINE River and moved to an area north of ST
MARTIN Ik GARENNE. The 2d Armd Div was detached from XIX Corps at 280800B
and attached to XV Corps. ‘

PHASE III THE BEAUVAIS-MONTDIDIER PURSUIT 29 TO 31 AUGUST

The 2d Armd Div was ordered by XV Corps to cross the SEINE and take up
pursuit of the withdrawing enemy. Marching to the northeast and north elements
of 24 Armd Div covered more than 60 miles in 3 days, reaching an area between
BEAUVAIS and MONTDIDIER. Vast amounts of equipment were destroyed; many enemy
vehicle columns were overrun. Hundreds of enemy were killed and captured.

This phase of 2d Armd Div operations continued through 2 Sep 1944 when the Div
arrived at an assembly area astride the Belgian border.

29 AUGUST

CC "B" attacked on 29 Aug through lines of the 79th Inf Div and advanced
north to seize high ground beyond LIMAY. 1lst Bn 67th AR wes detached from
Div Res and attached to CC "B", Good progress was made against light resistance
and CC "B" advanced to the vieinity of ARTHIES before the close of the period,
leading elements reaching MAGNY EN VEXIN. 82nd Armd Ren Bn crossed the SEINE
at ROSNY SUR SEINE, passed through CC "B", and reconnoitered to the front of
the Div sone. Co E 17th Armd Engr Bn furnished treadway equipment to 82nd
Engr Bn for a bridge across the SEINE at MEULAN. Rcn Co 66th AR crossed the
SEINE to an erea in rear of CC "B", 2d Armd Div was relieved fram XV Corps and
attached again to XIX Corps at 291200B after CC "B" had accamplished its mission
in the XV Corps zone. Units of the Div not engaged or moving conducted main-
tenance and reorganization in the vicinity of MANTES GASSICOURT.

30 AUGUST

CC "A" was still in its assembly area near MANTES GASSICOURT at the start
of the period. CC "A" moved out at 0630B, crossed the SEINE River at ROSNY SUR
SEINE and advanced in its zone to come abreast of CC "B". Other cambat elements
of the Div followed CC "A" across the SEINE. CC "B" attacked at O700B after
being delayed in a fire fight which developed around its positions during the
night. CC "B" advanced rapidly against light resistance and forced a bridge-
head across the EPTE River under mortar and artillery fire. The attack con-
timied through CHAWMONT to an area southeast of GIS(RS - a 12 mile advance.

CC "A" advanced in its zone to the left of CC "B", passed east of GISCRS in an
attack to the north and reached a point 8 miles south of BEAUVAIS at the close
of the period. 82nd Armd Ren Bn elements took 150 prisoners during the day
and reached the BACHVILLERS-AUTEUIL area, 6 miles south of BEAUVAIS. Div Res
units held an area near CHADMONT after moving initially in rear of CC "A'.

~
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31 _AUGUST

82nd Armd Ren Bn moved out rapidly on 31 Aug in advance of the division.
By nightfall an area north of MONTDIDIFR was held, comprising a 40 mile ad-
vance. Both CC "A" and CC "Bn pushed ahead steadily in their sectars, by-
"passing resistance wherever necessary, CC "A" had little opposition and ad-
vanced five miles north of MONTDIDIER by the close of the day. CC "B" was

Ma jor changes in Div personnel were the trensfer of Brig Gen Maurice
Rose, Commanding General CC "AM s> to the 3rd Armd Div as Commanding Genersl
on 7 Aug, and assignment of Col John H. Collier who had commanded the 66th
AR as CO, CC "A", Lt Col William M, Stokes Jr. assumed command of 66th AR.
Col Thamas A, Roberts, Div Arty Commander, was killed on 4 Aug while adjusting
artillery fire from his tank near ST SEVER CALVADOS. Lt Col Carl I. Hutton,
formerly CO 14th Armd FA Bn, became Div Arty Comander. Lt Col Jesse M, Hawkins,
ACofS, G2 of 2d Armd Div, was killed in action on 31 Aug. Lt Col Hugh \.
Exton who had been wounded .in action on 29 July resumed commsnd of 78th Armd
FA Bn on 30 Aug, relieving Maj Harold G. Maynard, Maj Wilson M. Hawkins be-
came executive officer of CC "A", succeeding Lt Col Benjamin M. Bailey, who
w9 killed on 24 August.

Monthly reports of August operations were received from 702nd TD Bn and
195th AAA (AW) Bn (SP). 702nd ™ Bn reported destroying one Mk IIT tank, 12
Mk IV tanks, 12 MK V tanks, one French Hotchkiss tank, 6 armored cars, 6 trucks,
one AT gun, 4 reconnaissance vehicles and one motorcycle. The Bn captured
two enemy officers and 155 enlisted men during August operations. Casualties
of 702nd TD Bn were two officers and 6 men killed, 4 officers and 62 men
‘wounded. The 195th AAA Bn engaged two flights of enemy planes and took part
in ground action. The Bn captured L. prisoners and lost one mankilled and
two wounded.




ANNEX I Troop assigrments for operations 6 Aug to 15 Aug 1944

CQMBAT COMMAND 'rAn CQ/BAT COMMAND "B"
Hq, CC MAM Hq CC "B®
66th Armd Regt - 67th Armd Regt (less 3rd Bn)
~Co A, 17th Armd Engr Bn Co B, 17th Armd Engr Bn
Co A, 48th Armd Med Bn Co B, 48th Armd Med Bn
1lith Armd FA Bn 78th Armd FA Bn
One Bn, 119th Inf Regt lst and 3rd Bns, 41st Armd Inf Regt
Co D, 195th AAA (AW) Bn (SP) Co A, 195th AAA (AW) Bn (SP).
Det Maint Bn, 2nd Armmd Div Det Maint Bn, 2nd Armd Div
DIVISION RESERVE DIVISION CONTROL
Llst Armd Inf Regt (less lst and Hq and Hq Co, 2d Armd Div
3rd Bns)(less Co E) Co E, 4lst Armd Inf Regt
3rd Bn, 67th Armd Regt L2d Armd Sig Co
Co C, 48th Armd Med Bn 702nd ™ Bn

82nd Armd Ren Bn

113th Cav Ren Sadn

17th Armd Engr Bn (less 4 Cos)
Div Tns

DIVISION ARTILLERY

Hq Sec Div Arty

92nd Armd FA Bn

62nd Armd FA Bn

65th Armd FA Bn

258th FA Bn .
Attached AAA units
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18 Aug 1944

ANNEX 1Y Troop list

CC "A"

He CC A"

66th Armd Regt

2nd Bn, Alst AIR

14th Armd FA Bn

Co A, 48th Armd Ved Bn

Det Maint. Bn, 2d Armd Div

Co A, 17th Armd Encr Bn

Btry D, 195th Adh (AV) Bn (SP)
Co A, 702nd T Bn (SP)

DIV RES
l1st ATR (less 1st and 3rd Bns)
let Bn, 67th Armd Regt

Co C, 4L8th Armd Med Bn
99th Sep Inf Bn (Mtzd)

DIV CONTROL

Hq and Hq Co, 2d Armd Div
(w/142nd Armd Sig Co)

CC “BM

Hg CC "BY

67th Armd Regt (less lst Bn)
1st Bn, L1st ATR

78th Armd Fi Bn

Co B, L4LBth Armd Ved Bn

Det Meairt Bn, 2d Armd Div

Co B, 17th Armd Engr Bn

Btry A, 195th AAA (AW) Bn (SP)
702nd T Bn (SP) (Less Co A)

DIV _ARTY

Ha, Div Arty

92nd Armd FA Bn (w/Btry C(less 3
sects) 195th Aii (AW) Bn (SP))

65th Armd Fi Bn

258th Armd F.. Bn

(w/Co I, Llst AIR, Hq 195th AAA (AW) Bn (SP), 3 Sects, Btry C, 195th

AAL (AW) Bn (SP))
17th Armd Engr Bn (less 4 cos)

82nd Armd Ren Bn (w/Co C, 17th Armd Engr Bn (less 1 plat)
Div Ths (=) (w/Co E, 17th Armd Engr Bn, Btry B, 195th AAA (AW) Bn (SP)
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ANNRX IIX
, ENEMY TANKS DESTROYED IN TOUROVRE ELBEUF CFFENSIVE
(20 to 26 Aug 1944)
UNIT Iype of tank Mk VI Mk V Mk IV or Total
lower

CC mAM 3 18 21 L2
oG *B" 1 8 35 L
~82nd Armd Ren Bn 0 1 5 6
Div Res 0 1l 0 1l
Totals I 28 61 93
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AIR SUPP(RT ANNEX TO AFTER ACTION REP(RT, AUGUST 19“;.?

Throughout Divisional operetions in August 1944, air support opereted with
assault elements. Ground control of fighter bombers was maintained in each
Cambat :Command through the use of VHF redios installed in medium tanks.' Each
ground control station was menned both by a Ground Force of ficer and an Air
Corps fighter pilot.

: Except during the latter part of the month, weather conditions were
generally favorable for flying operations, and air support materially aided
the Div in accamplishing its assigned missions. During the GER-BARENTON-
DQUFRONT operation (7 to 15 Aug) many enemy tanks and guns were destroyed or
neutralized by dive bombing; infantry and trensport of all types were strafed.

The TOUROWRE-ELEEUF OFFENSIVE (20 to 26 Aug) was well supparted by planes.
Column cover was flown regularly, except on 21 Aug when inclement weather
curtailed air operations. Toward the end of this operation many barges trens-
porting enemy troops, attempting to escape across the SEIME River in the
ELEEUF area, were sunk or damaged by fighter bambers. Planes were of sub-~
. stantial assistance in overcoming stubborn enemy resistance around KLBEUF.
Many tanks and AT guns were destroyed. '

During the BEAUVAIS-MONTDIDIER pursuit (29 to 31 Aug) much of the
available air cover was diverted to the strefing and bambing of enemy traffic
fleeing to the northeast. Oover over the immediate vicinity of our columns
was light as enemy resistance to cur advance was for the most part ineffective.
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