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SECRET . .

B8 2D ARMGRED DIVISION
0ffige of the Division Comrendop :

o B

Oporations 24 Armored Division for period April 22 to July 25th’
HISTRICAL RECCRD - OPERATICNS OF U.S, SECOND ARMCRED DIVISION (KOOL FORCE)

SECTION I - Concentration and training for HUSKY
SECTION II - Loading for HUSKY Operation.
SECTION III - Operations on SICILY.

SECTION I

Concentration and Training far Husky

1, Concentration - April 22 to May 22, DIursuant to orders CG, IAC
(see Inc1 1), 2d AD moved from RABAT, FRENCH MOROCCO to vicinity of FAITC
(PRT AUX POULES), ALGERIA by rail and motor beginning April 22 and closing My
22, An average train density of 2 500-ton trains daily wns allotted to the
division for tho move. Track vehicles, oxcept lightly londed H/T, moved by rail
from PORT LYAUTEY and all other vehicles moved overland. Car crows and ‘
necessary command groups moved with their respoctive commands by rail or road,
This movement wns made without incident except that shortage of rail equipment,
interruption of rail service for two days by flush flood near MEKNES, MCROCCO,
and heavy traffic both rail and road delayed the concentrations

2 Training - o

ae mring the period My 16 to June 19, intensive physical hardening
training was oonducted which included violent exercises, onlisthenics, obstaocle
oourses, rope climbing, forsced road marches, otc. All guns wore test fired and
taotical exercises using btall ammnition were conducted. Amphibious training
utiliging the facilities of tho FAITC, included instruotion and practical work
in waterproofing vehicles, loading various types of oraft and ships, and landing
exorcises,

be Difficulty was experienced with unloading LST's and ICT's sinee the 3
draft of these vessels was not suited to the gradient of the beachos in the vi- é
oinity of ARZEW, Considerable lost time resulted while various unloading expedi- 2
ents for unloading LSTts were tried out under the direction of the Navy an-. FAITC,
Tho final solution of unlomding LST's was to use ICT's with sides out out and
transhipping the vehiclos, an unsatisfactory solution at the best, slow and la-
borious in a calm sea and a most difficult task in the dark or with a sea rumning.
Little attention was paid to this practice londing by Naval officers except by
very Junior officers, and no comments wore mande concerning weight limitations of
LS8Tts, - ' : ) .
ce A praotloo landing was conducted June 17th - 19th which wes in=- }
tended to bo a full sonle rehoarsal, Elaborate preparations were mde along the b
selected beach, such as wire, obstacles, enemy in position with flares, ammni- R
tion, etces Secrecy as to hour and place of landing was maintainod until the
oonvoy put out to sea. Due to lack of shipping, only approximately 50% of tho
assault units and about 76% of the armared vehicles could participatee This exe
oluded troops and vehioles loaded on the two troop ships, the seven Liberty type-
store ships, twelve ICI's and five ICT?se This exercise had considerabdle traine-
ing benefit to those who partiocipated tut due to the relatively smgll scalec of the
operation it was of limited wvalue to the division as = whole,
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3¢ as dJune 13 to July 5 - Concv“rﬁntly‘:lbh the above training equlp»
ment vas prepoxed for shipment, vehiclos were waterproofed, and ships and craft
loaded in accordance with nounulng u01~du.e prescribed by CG Tth Army.

b In9900u10n of ships and crafu indicated gencrally insuificient
anti-airerait vaUVCuwon. To ovarcone tids, organic icapons of this division
vere loaded on declis in favoralle locations to comnlately cov.r respective ships.
These puns vore included in the anti-aircraft protection of the shi»n and were
fired under tho supervision of and at the dirsction of, laval puwmery officers
on hoarde

ke Secrecy -

. =oALl lo=ding of persomnsl, exccpt for smoll details, vias acm mp-
lished at nighte. Ilecessary moss pchOUncl, shins ruard, billebing parties,

advance CP's, ctc., were bﬂ*uL“u to shins side in smell grouns so ac not to

attract attenticn to loading bein: conductad.
b. The vacat.d bivou C sites werce taken over by personncl remaining

behind cnd in construciicn of dwmy tents and othor installations, sc as to

prescnt a plcuurc of o wachongs? bivouac, This rear enont of cap 1as

accaapliihi>d under cover of dor moss and concuvrrenvly i o ceparture of

Lroo 5 being & loadad,

bt

Ce A sipneld detaclment "ﬁth'conjar;blc mumnie ox radics Lo 1083
of Tl 2¢ Aimored D1v1 ion s installed nrior to thr loadin, dotes and teck
over all radio traffic of the division so as to present unchanged racdio activity.
d. All plons and orders in connection vith this operation and load-

ing vere kept in o locked room under guard to vhich only cificers classified
for the purnose had access, Orders nocessary 1o wccoualws.: the loading and
essential advance planiing vere issucd te subordinat s idthout cxplanation or
discussion of the oparation.

Qe Thie to convoy requiramzats the landing crafs tynes of voessels: ‘
23 - LCI transhorting 10th RCT L ;

- LoST's i arnored elemeats of CC ¥BW and advance p

clenents of the 540th Engincers ;

7 - LCU''s transporting ShOth BEnginzers, acacred veohicles 3

CC ""3" ;

left ARLGT, June 2Lth to Lvaoezvo.u oif TULTIS-LIZ:RTE area June 27th. They
denaried flmﬂ the IZER1W sreo July Oth.
LoT!s assirmed teo "‘ﬁ“ﬁﬂ wiits hoad bien leoaded cxactly as they ierc loaded
in the procbice cxercisce Junc. 17, vorying in pay lcad from about 600 tons to
abcut 350 tens. On July 3rd, ninc days after the departurc of these craft 3
fromARZIM wng five days bofore their ualAlﬂd date, orders vors r-c ived from the :
Havy to reduce the v2ights vo 500 tons each. This vould have recuezd the tank
strengtih of "KFOL“ to abcut one camany of medium tanis,

This separstion from tho r;ou of the divisirn nzcessitated the tronsmission
oi any last minute instructions to them by courier. Three such trips voro
required due to changes in the situation. ifo contact other than this courier
servics wos cstablishiod 1.3tk these craft _nnll rr1Val of the convay off GHIA,
SICILY on D - Day vhen radio contrct vas establishocd
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5., Sea Trip - (Cont'd) - :

b. Goven (7) Liberty ships carried a congsiderable porticn of the
combot end administrative vehicles of the "EOOL' Foroe in addition to essential
emmnition, gasoline, and rations for the operation. These ships departed from
ORAN on July 5th with the troops ships but due to convoy requirements left that
convoye Thoy rejoinod KOOL Forco off GELA, D plus 1 day. :

c. Two (2) troops ships transporting "KOOL" Hq, CC "B" Hq and orew
for combat vehicles (being carried in Liberty ships and lending craft) departed
ORAN on July 6th and arrived off GELA with assault force on D-Daye ‘

6. Deoborkation - Constant and eloso liaison was mintained with the Navy
dwing the preparation of plans and orders. Orders as issued wore in every
rospeot in accord with Naval cperational arderse. On arrival ofi SICILY however
soveral instances oocurred which meterially delaycd tho landinge
ae Smll oraft wore nct mmmed by sufficiently trained or rosponsible
porsonnol, Numerous oxamples were notod whero boats foniled to come nlongside
in responso to orders, land as directed or return to the proper gship for reload=-
ing, In many instances Lrmy Commenders ashore searched up and down the benoch far
those craft and rodirected them on their mission. It appearcd that the smll
oraft woro used entirely at the will of the operators, thore being no gewtwwl
sonkp ol of hese vessels. : -
' It is believed essontinl that these craft be operated in sonll groups
cach undor the control of a responsible Naval officer. Adequate cormufcation
betwoon boat group commanders and individunl ICM!s, ICVP's and .ICT¢s, mu:st be
providede This control must tie the boachmastor to tho boat group commander
ns woll as the controlling Naval euthority afloat. Orders given in many cases
by the beachmaster wore not oboyed by smell bouts. ‘
b. On receipt of ordors to land, information was received from the
Naval command that ICI's woro at that time in cruising formation and not the
planned landing formation. It belng impracticable to weigh anchar, maneuver
out to son, and assumo the proper formtion, it wos decided to deburk the 18th
CT from the cruising formation of the ships and roorgenige troops into attack
formation on shores =
c. The plan for debarkation of troops and veohlclos contemplated the B
transfer of car crows from troops ships to tho store ships at see, so as to
pormit landing vehicles with thoir operating crews. The store ships arriving
in tho transport aree the day after the troops ships carrying cer orows mede this.
plen impractical and the troops wore landed separately. This complicated the
assombly of the command ashorese
d. landing operations wore difficult due to the high surf that was
running and tho almost continuous cnomy action by long range artillery firo,
aorial bombardmont and strafinge




o - QECR**‘ -

z SECTION III - Qperebions - =

? 7o "KOOL" Foroe, under the commmnd of L% jor General Hugh Je Gaffeyf :
gtituted the Seventh Army Floating Reserve. This force wes groured irto
following major units to facilitate landing either cpposed or behind o secured
beachhead, A complete troop list is attached marked "Incl #2°%,

ASSAULT = A‘
18th Inf ;
3ond FA | 3

Co "5", 1lst BEngrs. Bua.
Co "B", 1st MYed. Bn.
Det. 540th Engrs.
2 Platse Coe "I" 67th AR
ce NB“ :
3rd Bn., 67th iR (-)
Coe "A", 41st Arm'd Inf (Mbd in H/T)
78th FA
Co "C", 82nd Ron. Bn.
Co "B*, 17th Engrs
RESERVE :
82nd Rons Bne (less 3 Ren Co's)
lst Bu., 418t Inf (less Co. "A") (dismtd)
BEACH GROUP
540th Bngrs. (less one BEn. ) (reinf) 3
107th 4A BEne (=) '
433rd AA Bne (=)
SERVICE
Det. 48th Med. Bn,
Det, 24 Arm*'d Div. Maint, Bn.
Lete 24 Arm'd Div. Supply Bn.
396th QM Port Bn,

E
-
by
%
’J

8. Migsions.- The general mission assigned #EOOL" force was to "Sail
with assault convoy, prepared to land in support of any of the Assault Forces'.
In order to accomplish this, two general plans were propared which were to be
placed in operation »m orders C& "BECOB!,

Plan "A" - land on one or two beachos at which beachheads had already been
established, and agsemble the oommand prepared to operate in support of other
“assault forces as ordered by CG Seventh Armye.

Plan "B" - Force a landing on one or more designated beachos and operate in
support of other assault forces as ordereds

Oe %erations -
u - The troops ships and landing ecraft of KOOL Foroe arrived off
GELL, SKTILY in rendezvous aree about 0200B July 10, About 1330 CG Kool went
aboard the flag ship CG Seventh Army to determine the situation ashore and the
expected hour for landing. t ; ,

At 1340B orders were received to Asberle KOOL Force. This order inclu-
ded a directive that the Naval Cudr would de:lgnete suitable beaches in the GELL S
area. Certain lst Div beaches were indicated as satisfactory. Upon receipt of i
this information command reconnanissance parties wero immediately sont ashore to make :
arrangments for assembly areas, routes from beach and necossary guldes. later in-
farmgtion was received from the Navy that tho beaches given as satisfactory were
suitablo only for certain type of oreft and that the bulk of the force would land at
different beaches. This change was transmittoed by redio to thd Chief of Shaff
¥Q0l, ashoaro, . who made the necessary readjuatmants. Debarkation wns delayed
some two hours by this enforced ohange. ,
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In the meentime landing ocraft from LST?’s (no landing creft W14

on vessels of "KOOL" Force except L°T’s, due %o their desien end wuigh

limitations) were assembled ard dispatchod o mick up battalion osmnanders PHEK 7

their respective ship and btring thon to the LOOL fleg ships for issuarce of =

debarkation orders. - . :
Doterkation of the 18th CT and lst BEn 4lsht Inf was initiated ot 1800B and

comploted prior to daylight. Both units oxcept for a few scattored detachments

which had been landod at the wrong beschus wore closed in assembly areas north

1

- of Hwy 115 and east of GELA. by daylight.

July 11 - Debarkation of CC "B" porsonnel was completed beforo derk.

Two platoons of Co "I", A7Tth AR wore debarked about 0200B July 11, Bocause
of the high surf and congesticn on tho boach, it was docided not to unloed ad=
ditional exnoxred vehicles during tre hours of darknsss. The bnlance of CC "p'
vohiclos were started ashore about 1150B. By durk eli tanks 3rd Bn., 67th AR,

8 tanks of 82nd Ren and the bulk of the 78th FA Ba-. vohiclos wore. eshore.

About 1000B the lst Inf Div was counter-aitacked by olcments of the HERMANN
GOERING PANZER REGT consisting of 30 to 40 farks (Mrk VI, Merk IV and Merk IV
Specials), These tanks broke through the lst Div. position and debouchod on
the plain northeast of GELA. One platoon of Co "I", 67th AR, somo ficld artillery
and infantry cannon of lst Inf Div engaged them and succgssfully repulsed the
attack destroying 14 enemy tenks. Tho action lasted until sbout noon, During
the courso of the engagemant several tanks were unlonded and moved rapidly to
the dunes north of the boach to engngoe the enemy in ceso of further penstration.
Also, the dismounted elements of Co "D", 82nd Ren wero placed in position on the
ridgo north of the beach to prewont Aufdibtrgtions Those elements did not
participato in this engagement tut were in position to moot the onemy had he
continuod his advance. '

At 1100B 1st Bn,, 4lst Inf (~Co 4), wns attached to the lst Div and marched
to Join the Rangers at GELA, ‘

About noon, Co "G", 67th AR wns cbtached to the lst Div to support tho 16th
CTe

ABout the same timo, Co. "H", 67th AR was also attached to lst Div and the
Coe (less cne platoon), moved wost of GELA in support of the 16th CT, One pla-
toon Coe "H", 67th AR was held in the viecinity of GELA in support of the Rangers.

Two platoons Co. "E", 67th AR, attachod to lst Div. in Africo, ware disposed
as follows: 1lst platoon joined Co. "H", 67th AR, end was attachod in support
of 26th CT. 24 platoon reverted to 2d Arm!'d Div and assigned to CC "B"

During the afternoon almost continuous bombing and strafing attecks were
directed at shipping lying off GELAs, Several ships and craft were damaged by
near misses, One Liberty Ship (ROBERT ROWAN) assigned this division received a
dircot hit and burned. The cargo and vehicle lond wers a complete loss except
for o fow DUKWS that had beon unloaded prior to the attack,

In late afternoon orders wore received to protest the lst Div right and :

rear, anc that tho 2d Bn, 18th Inf rovorted to tho lst Div. KOOL Force was

disposcd during the night July 11-12 in compliasnce with this ordor as shown on
skotch #2, marked Inol #1,

July 12 - At 0900B 3 onomy tanks of the 4th Co, lst Bn HERMANN GOXRING REGT
attacked the SE flank of the 1lst Div, Two of the throe tanks were destroyed by
guns of the 32nd FA Bn ancd Plat 67th AR, The third withdrew, During the day
several tank attacks were rcpulsed in this seotor,

in the sectar of the 16th CT, Co.G, 67th AR took part in soveral tonk vs
tank actions destroying six enomy tanks and three other vehicles with probublg:
hits on five others.

f
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In . socter of o 264LT Co. "HM, 47th AR swy  the

26th Inf. Gficctive use w-s itde of the tonlis as artillery W and in Yegnle-

ing up tank ~tiocks., Six cnemy tmnls (inel. 2 Mark VI) were knocked out by thds:
camaony in acditien to the effcctive fire sumort 2g-inst cnemy strong points,
' Combat Lommond WBi disploced formard aftar dorl: to the vieinity of Huy 115
~nd the UISCALI ROAD., The remcining tanis of Co. ¥DF, 82nd Ren Pn verc unloadsd
na-ing total tank strcagth ob viis tiae of 22 medium tanks and 21 light tanks
directly under (% J00L, and L2 medium tenlis ~itnched o the lat Dive - Fabilities
of the beach group of KOOL wer:s poclcd with those of ihe 1st Inf Div ond beaches
~nd suprly DP!s were onerat:d jointly.

July 13 - Pursucat to orders CG Scventh army the use of the code nome KOCL
Porce Tor 24 Arald Div was discontimicd. During the morning the 18th CT wos
releassd from the 26 AD and reverted to the 1st Inf. Dive The 1lst ~nd Lith
Renger Dns., 83rd Cml Dn verc released from ~tt-chment to lst Div. and ~ttached
to 2¢ aD. The ist Bn, Llst Inf wes releasec from ottacissent to 1st Div and
roverted te 2¢ AD. AL this tine, the Rongers ond lst Dn. ldst Inf were occupy-
ing and protecting Gili ond oceupying positions cevering the ploins north and
vest of GILA on the heights in vicinity of 0TS S IICCLA ~nd 1T, LUNHGO.

About noon, CG 2 AD order:d the Rengers, 83rd CGml. in, Llst Inf, 02nd Ren
Dn. (less det), and 704l WA to odvence north under the cover of derlmess ond at
2230B to attack ond sccure NUT A and the heights domincting thot tom.

Inform~iion wns recciv.d siortly afver noecn that o force of hiesitle troops
and entorer WEA. Imedintely the teim was tolzzn under fire By novel gua
fire, Lator during the ofternoon vhite flags wore observ:d displ-ysd from some
of tho buildings in towm.

The ~dvance moved cut o5 cchedwled and on the outskirts of MT RA considir—
ale resigurnce wias nct.

CC 3% in the me-ntime contimicd on its mission of protsction of the right
flank of the 1st Div ond oxbensive potrolling in the gap betw:en the L5th Div
zad the 1st Dive (Sce sl tel Ho. 3, merked Incl #5).

Tonk wnits obbrcled to the let Div contimued in suppert of assignod combat
tarms.e

July 1l - The rcsistance in front of JUTERA vias ovorcame by skilliul
moneuviT by ene corprny of ltngers and b 03003 in the morning of 1l July the

le~ddag, slowents ontared the tovm of LUTSIA. A muaber of Italiar ﬁrisoners were

tolon, frem 206l wA Bn, 1st M 33rd Inf ~nd 1st Dn, Sh Inf 11 of (LIVC.L0)
Divisicn,
Corb~t Comnaurd FDW conbimucd to proteet the orst floank of tho st Iaf. Dive

. Reeonnnistancu potrols Vere moinbrinid cast beyond the ACAL: AIVIR ~nd north-
cost for o distonce of Soveral milts slong the o ronds iwmiing parellel to
oand test of the river,

During the moming of 1L July, Comonding General 2d Arm'd Div rccoived
orders fca GO Soventh Army thot 2ll tanks cttached to the lat Inf. Div. SVerte
od o the 2d Am'd Div. Combat Comar~nd #BW, started assembling tails in asseibly
arza boamen ILUS LoACH and Higle oo 110 east of GiELd.

During e afiernoen of b July, pursuant Lo crders CG Seventh Army, Co
nIk, 67th AR with one plot. Co A, f.,a.st InS, attached, iov.d to the northeast ‘
%o block the higisray northessu o GILA betwen the i5th Div and 1ot Inf Dive In

he moantine the vemninder of ohs Nivicion contimed occupation of BUT.RA and
orgeninctior of 1d2lc widch domin c2d the te ~.  (S:e sksteh i, and 5, marked
Inz. 76 and Q.

Jolr L0 = Cn 15 July disposicmon of buds division romednsC unchngade. 63:d
Gl T 3778 Gotached fros the 24 Aa'd Div, J0nd Ren Bn concuctod prtralling of
tho mien morbl of BUTIRA betwaen 1 3rd Ind. Div and the 20th Rogb. C T of the
1st Inf. Div. Conboct w28 sained .nl maiatrin~d with Toth of those wiits.
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, July 16 = o July 16, aant to orders of the G §e
of the™2d Armtd piv wore relie¥ed from pairols and outposts 23
maintenance and rehabilitation in preparation of assembly of
CAMPOBELLO &rea. The beach group and 107 pAA and 435rd AAL were roJ -
attachment to the division, puring the moraing of 16 [uly, the st ™f. Y
reported that thc 26th ¢T was being attacked by gGerman medium tanks and that
they required help, (G 2d Armtd Div alerted tanks of §2ad Ren pn and the 78th
FA and led them to BARRAFRALNCA to repel the attack. ypon reaching MAZZARINO it
wad learned that the tank atteck had been repelled with the means et hand, The
2d Armored pivision units then returned to former areas in the vicinity of BUTERA

July 17 = 18 « tThe division asscmbled in CAMPOBELLO aree closing at 13308

‘July 185 LKIT dot&chments then present in SICILY roverted. The division /was now
organizod as follows,

Hqe 2d AN

82nd Rone Bu. (less one Ron Cos)

41st Armtd mf, Rogt.

66th AR T

3rd pn. 67th g% ¢2 Pioks, Co "C attached)

lst and 4th ranger Bnts.

17th Engr. Bn. (less 2 Cots and H4. Det)

14th FA

78th FA

Coss B and ¢, 468th med. Bn.

106th cA AL (SP)

pet. Mint, ahd Sup. Bn.

pot. 6lst d, and 36th apmb, Bme

(se¢ Incl. #8 for oomplete troop listing),

The objooctive of the geventh Army was announced as PALERMO and the 2d AD
" as the army resérvo. The 2d AD was given the mission of being prepared to ¢
exploit the succossos of assault units or to extend the envelopment through\,
CASTERVETEANO. The 82nd Ren Bn was detached from the division and given the”
mission to cover the front of tho Provisional Corps. The displacemont of the
division wostward was initiated during the night 18-19 july.

July 19 - 20 ~ Movement to the west sontinued by bounds, The division
complotcd displatement from CAMPOBEILO to AGRIGENTO where it was held pending
orders (G Seventh Army, oOrders wore received about noon assigning 24 AD to the
provisional corps. During the afternoon July 20 and night July 20-21, division
moved from AGRIGENTO to march asscmbly areas in the vioinity of RIBERA.

the lst and 4th ranger Bn were relieved from attaohment to the division and
orders received to transport this force to the ID for their attack against
CASTELYEINANO., The 62d FA (A) Bn and 20th Engr. Bn. were attached to the 24 AD.

July 21st - puring morning of July 21, the leading elements of the
divisioh had Teached the pelice River where they wore held pending the capture
of CASTRLVETRANO. The mission of teking this oity was assigned to Task Foroe
X under @ prov corps, Tesk Foroe X consisted of the 39th CT, 77th FA, 1lst
Renger Bn, and 4th Renger Bn., The city was ocaptured during the efternoon &nd
the force continued the attack in the direction of MARSAIA., This action
geoured our loft flank and rear and covered our turn ta the north against
PAIERMO. During the evening orders were received to assemble NZ of CASIIL~
VITRANO and attack at 220000B, CG 24 AD ordered advance, CC "AY in the lead,
¢C "B" following by bounds to phase lines prepanred ‘to extend onvelopmente
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Tho entire movement from AGRIGENTO to assembly areas west of B
RIVER wes made along one road in the faoe of most difficult oconditions,
important bridges had been blown out nccessitating bypasses through pre= .
cipitous gorges or in somc cases through railway tunnels. Engineers worked
unceasingly on these by-passes improving them, widening the trails, olearing
mines, both on the roads and on ad’joining shoulders and fields. Im eddition,
the movemerjs was made across the rear of the 3rd niv. through the rear ele=
ments of the 82nd AB piv 4nd in the latter stages on the same road with the
two Ranger pattalions and 39th ¢p shuttling forwai'd into assembly position
for etteck on CASTELVETRANO. The division, short es 1t wes on troansportation,
furnished M for the move of the two Ranger pattalions,.

July 224 = At 0600B the leeding elements 6f the division moved out
to the BTTESE along the axis shown in sketoh #6, Inel. #9. wach defile was
strongly defonded by A-T weapons and machine guns cleverly emplasced tnd pro=
tected by. infantry. Bgech of these elemonts had to be reduced cne by ono.

Not until surrounded by infantry and shelled by artillery and/or tanks whs
there any sign of surrcnder. For the most part, the A-T guns were manned by
Germens, and the infantry protection furnished by Italians, These actions
were principally advance guard handled by the leading clements of the division
and recomnaissence componies of the 82nd Ren.

1oading elements of the division on arrival et tho pass 4 miles NE of
SLN GUISSEPFE were held up by a determined defense in depth by AeT guns in-
cluding german 88mmts, Thesc guns were woll emplaced in the sides of the ocan-
yons, cleverly concotled and in en extremely strong natural position. This
resistance was overcome by flanking action of dismounted patrols covered by
artillery, tank and supporting cennon gin fire, In the meantime, reconnaiss~=
ence was being pushed around the flanks, to determine routes to by-pass the
defile.

The division remained on the Corps phase line until 2000B when it was ore
dored $o entur PALmNO, guards were plkced on docks, banks, ond other importent
building: end utilities to provent their destruction, active patrolling was
conducted during the night, ;

o arrival at CAMPOREALE EC "#® yus directed to extend the envelopment
to tho ¥w with the mission to clean out rosistance in thet area and to be
prepared to assist ¢C "A" in oapture of PAIERMO. CC "B" ot that time oconsisted
ofs .

1st+gn, 41lst Inf.

co g, 66th AR

3rd pns 67th AR (2 Plats Co "g" attchd)

78th FA’ : :
Co. "B", 17th gngrs. Yone plad 20th Engrs attchd)

July 23rd = Rosistancs was encountered during the carly morning of
July 237 tear PARTINICO by cC"B". This was overoome by prompt flanking
ection. After first light on guly 23rd, tenks were placed near the head
of the advance guard which effectively roduced resistance at TERRACINI.
plown out roeds, mines, road bloocks, ‘tonk traps were encountored, slowing
down their advence. At 11008, tho leading olements arrived ot the Corps
restraining line. .

the division continued the occupetion of the clty to secure and main-

tain order.

July 24th - 25th = cuard gnd police of the clty was turned over to
the 38 DIv, and the 24 Armrd Div moved to bivounc ¥w of PLLERMO.:

t




10, sSwmmary = ’ bECRE;P s, REREE

. The edvance of the 2nd Armd Div from CAMPOBELLO %o
attack end capture of PAIERIO divides itself into three natural pha
to type of mevement. :

(1) First, the displecement from CAMPOBELLO to AGRIGENTO, a
distance of 37 miles,while army reserve. This march was made by bounds from
one assembly ares to the noxt by relatively small march units. no unit there=~
fore had on cppertunity for meintenance of its vehioles or equipment or for
much rest for its personnel. The march was accomplished immedintely after
the bonchhead phase of the operation where & considerable part of the division
had been parceled out in small ineremen:is to infentry ¢Tts in support of their
operations. gach hour saw the division moving further and further away from
its source of supply of special weight oils, gasoline, rations, 75em gun
ammunition and heavy maintenance that had been lendsd at GELA and LICATA.

This was a serious problem particularly in view of the fact thet administra=-
tive type vehicles in the form of 2-1/2 ton trucks had beon cut dcwn to loss
then & third of actual requirements in the interest of transporting the
maximum of combat equipment for the initial landing and shuttling infantry
forward,. ’ ’

_ (23) second, the movement from AGRIGENTO to assembly in the
vicinity of CASTELVETRANO end the BELICE RIVER preparatory to the actual
envelopment, This distance was 54 miles and mede across the rear of two
divisions and on the same road with two Ranger pattalions and the 39th Combat
Tecm, pDefile after defile at which the enemy had effected demolitions was
encountered, end which were passable with difficulty. Mines through this
ares had only been partially cleared. The edvance along this road wes very
slow but still there was no opportunity to eatch up on much needed meinten=
ence and push forward supplics of oil that elready werec into the reserve
carried by the orgenizations on combat vehicles.

. (3) rthird, the attack north from the BELICE RIVER to PLLERMO,
n.distance of 60 miles covered in approximntely 10 hours. puring this advance
the division encountered one defended road block or blovm bridge after another.
AT guns were invariebly found disposed in depth, well sited and concealed
and protected by infantry. gach of these pcsitions had to be eliminated by
fire and movemente. The survivors of these defenses surrendered only efter
being hopelessly surrounded and cut off. '

{4) As a result of this advence on arrival in PAIERMO the tanks
of the 2nd Armd Div were elmost completely inoperative, The stook of gesoline
had become dangerously low, rubber tracks that had been new on departing from
Africe were worn down to the connectors and could last only e few more miles,

b, ‘It is important thot n1il officers from compony grade up receive
troining in eivil affairs of the country to be invaded, It was found that there
were insufficient AMGOTs to handle this problem of civil government immedistely
behind armored division troops. That in tho interim between the surrender of
the towns end the arrival of AMGOTs, considerable must be done to establish
good order and discipline and protect givilians and their property arainst
looting, 7Tt was found that this worlk must be done by commanders on the spot,

ce PWI operators were found to be insufficiertly troined for the
vork required. Tn meny cases it was found thoss operstors were inclined to
exaggerate information and due to lack of military background, fail to follow
up lends that would have furnished valustle information.

e 9 =
SECKLL



de CIC opemtora”@g{;# 1y, soleotod and
in their work, goveral officers attachdd €5 %:h‘is division have ‘dgns s
oxcellent work.in this line, however, cortain reports Yeceived from others
have been so inncourate that they did more harm than good. '
©e ExXporionce in {wo amphibious operations in which ship to shore
loading wns used, has shown tho positive necessity for ocloser control over
the operation of small eraft. The ICT's, LCVP's and LCM's do not have the
means of cormunication to permit thoir ocontrol after once launchod and
enrouto to shoro with their first loads. This control nmust head up through
the commend post afloat and the senior commender ashore through the boach-
master. The crows must be experionced, well trained, and have had consider=-
eble proctico as a teen, : -
: feo Approximntely 76% of the tracks of tanks wero completely
ruined on arrival at PAIERMO. This rubber track.block was of & new syn=
thetic type material ahd although hod traveled less than 300 milos was _
complotely worn out. 8gteel tracks wore generally specking, in good conditions
g+ Within ar armored division, there is no provision for hoandling
prisoners of war. long sustained advances must be closely followed by line
of comrunication troops-to take over the guard and the processing of pwyrs
and eaptured moteriels In many cases isolated groups of prisoners ond
materiel had to be loft with insufficient gunrd =®. considerable distence
bohind the division, ‘ '
: he In future operatidans of this nature, it is urgently recommonded
that My ships carrying vehioles and combat equipment arrive in the transport
area simultaneously with the troop ships oarrying the orews, that arriving
es thoy did om p plus 1, and after the orews of the wohiclos had landed on
tho shore, thore was croated a diffioult problem in joining orows with their
vehicles,

i, The operation against PALERMO served to emphasize the tremene
dous supply problem involved in sustaining an armored division on tho mowe
and in aotion.

) , It is ostimatod that tho organic vohicles within an armored
division con koep the division supplied es Yomg as the pArmy rail or truck
head is within thirty (30) miles of the combnt olemonts and e roasonable
roed net exists, : _

, 4s this division landed with o very limited number of trucks
due to shortage of shipping, it was able to maintsin itself only by a.close
margine All trucks hauled twenty-four (24) hours o day, boing foreed to
drew from boach dumps. Due to the rapid movoment of tho division the
distonce from these dumps inoreased until it reached one hwmdred farty
(140) miles, '

. Portunately ammunition requirements for tho operation were
not heavy. Had the action been sustained and the demand for smmunition
tonnage been hoavy, it would have been impossible to have supplied the
division with both gasoline end emmunition with the trucks available. The
entire operation would have been seriously impeded and might have been
entirely jeopardized, _

For any operation of an armored division all classee of
supplies must be pushod up within thirty (30) miles of the combat elements
or if this is impossible at least three (3) additionnl supporting truck
admpaniss must be made available to augment the organic transportation.

‘_\g:rrg’/ /\/ | “‘ ‘2 ‘ !‘s ‘4
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1 ~ movement crder for 2nd srmd piv to proceed to ALG?RIA.
= Troop list Kool poroce, 10 July 1943.
= Sketch, cetion at GEBIA, 11 July 1943,
= Sketch, dispositions at GELL, 12 July 1943,

- gketch, disposition 13 July 1943,

= Sketch, dispesition ot BUTERA, 14-15 July 1943,

Sketch, disposition, ¢E"B" 14=18 guly 1943,

= rroop List, 2nd prmd piv, 18 July 1943,

= Sketch, operation 2nd frmd piv, 18«23 July 1943,

=~ gonsolidated Report, pattlo Casunltios and prisoners of ymr,
= gonsolidated Report on enemy ocoptured material,
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¢ Auth: CGA IPC
¢ Init: 4 HE
¢ Date: 22 April 1943 @
¢ RE(J/‘V.LJS/cur .
370.5 ki
22 April 1943

SUBJuCls  Liovenent Orders.
TO ¢ Coamonding General, 2nd Armored D1v1s1on.

1. Pursuent to radio direetive CG Fifth Army, the 2nd Armored Dirr—
ision will move from present location to locations as indicated below

a, Onc Combet Command to arrive Fifth Amy Invasion Tr’\lrv_mg

enter on or about April 30th and be attached 3rd Infantry Division.

b, 56th licdicel Battelion to arrive ARZEM vicinity hay 5th and
be relicved on arrival from 2nd Armored Division and attached 3rd Infent:
Division,

¢, Reminder oi‘ <nd Armored Division to arrive vicinity of SIDI

BEL ABBIS on or apout iay 8th,

2, Detcils for rovenemnt:

a, Hoverent by rail and motor, Full track and half track vchicies
vith nccessary gucrd personncl by rail, remainder by motor,

be Eoguipment - full T/BA.

¢, Five (5) doys rations and basic load of arrmunition to be car-
ried, '

d, Coordinatc 21l movemonts with CG, ABS through highway and
roil divisiens,

e, Advance detachments will procecd to destinations without do~
lay, :
f, Hotor climents pass to MBS comtrol at GUERCIF,
g« Convoys vill comply with AF Circular #20, c,s,, and maintaj"
radile silcnee and strlct road discipline,

3. Cenvey Commanders w.ll be hcld strictly responsible that no fi.-
ing of weapons of any typc ¢t telephone vires, polces and instellations, cr
other objeets, occurs during the merch by personncl of the convoy,

Ly Agent Officers will clecar their funds with the F:mi‘nce Disbursiv.
Officer prier te movernt,

Bv cemmind of Li_vtenant General PA’l‘TON

s/ R. k. wm._tms
DISTRIBUTION: “A" plug ‘ /t/ R 5. CULINGS,

2 = G, Fifth Army Coloncl, AGD,
l-~ CG', ABS Adjuta.nt Goncral,.

1l - CO, ABS, Rabat

1 ~ Hy Div, ABS, Casablanca
1l - Hy Div, ABS, Rabat

1 - Ry Div, iBS, RabLat

1~ CG 3d Ddy ' ‘
IE COPY ~EEY. Ar sl *
E. A, TRABAN, o - e w2y

uajer, G&, °  SECREZ
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CRET

]‘Jiolosure No. 2

TROOP LIST = KOOL FORCE
Time of landing « 10 July 1943

KOOL - Crdg M) Gon Hugh J Gaffoy

'142nd Sigml Co (less det)

(2) 18th RCT - Cmdg - Col G 4 Smith, 18th Inf.

18th Inf (-)
32nd FA (=)
2 Plat's Co I, 67th AR

" Co B, lst Engrs (=)

Co B, lst ld Bn (=)
Co's A, B and C, 540th Engre (= ) (in support of londing only)

. Det CIC
PyWI Toams
(3) cC "B* - Crdp - Col _I,p_vm;te /

Hq CC "B" («) plus det 142nd Sig Co

3rd Bn, 67th AR (=)

Co A, 41st Armd Inf ()

78th FA (less Serv Btry o.nd loss dots Hq and firing Btryt's)
Co C, 82nd Ren (=)

Co B, 17th Engrs (plus Dot Co E)

(4) Beach Group ~ Cmdg - Col G W Marvin

540th Bagrs (less one Bn)
107th CA Bn (a4) (57) (loss Btry's A, B and Dot's Hg Btry
Btry's D and c)

Dot 433rd CA

Dot 462nd Engr Co (Dop)

Co D, 2637th Truck Bn

Sect Co B, 205th QM B (GS)

Plat 108th QM (RHD)

Bn Team, 286th Sig Co (Amph)
603rd Ord Co (Amm)

3497th Ord Co (i) (Q) (loss det)
Co B, 504th MP Bn

Co 4, 261st Med Bn (Spec)

Det 401st Bngr Bn (WS)

Det 2658th Engr Co (Map Dep) "B"
Clearing Platoon Co I), 51st Med Bn
Plat Co 4, 36th Amb Bn

Det 3rd Aux Surg Grp (3 teams)

" Co A Noval Shoro Bn Noe 4

(6) Reserve - Cmdg = It Col M J Morin, 41lst Inf

l1st Bn, 41st Inf (loss Co A and Sorv Det) (Dismounted)
88nd Ron Bn (less Cots A, B and C and Det Hg Co) -
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TRUGE _ LIST .. HQ oND ARMD DIV
18 <UiY 1973

HQ »ND ARMORED DIVISION
142nd Sig Co (leas; Det.1s}
Btry B, 106th CA (M) Bn

HQ COn3AT COMMAND FA'Y
Det 142nd Sig Co
66th Armd Regt (~C Cz)
Llst Inf Regt ( - lst Bn¥
Co A, 17th Engr Bn {iect Co E atzhd)
Co A, L3th Med Bn
Uth FA Bn
Btry D, 206th CA (AA) Bu

T Y lm HBII. : ’ »
3rd Bn, 67th Armd Reg® (plus 2 Plats Co B)
1st Bn, Llst Inf Regt

‘Co B, 17th Engr bn

Co C, 66th Armd Regt

DLVISION CONCROT.
1lst Ranger Bu
Lth Ranger Bn
78th FA Bn (Btry C, 106tL U atend) (less Serv Biry & Dets Hq &
firing Btryi=)
Bn Hg 106t: CA (AR) Ba

Co A & Dst Co B, Sup Bn

Detts Coles A & B, Maimt Ba
Clsaring Flat Co D, 51st Med Bn
Plat Co A, 35th Ambulance hn
Btry A, 106th CA

Det Qo C, 4L8Lh Med Bn

pet 48t (M (GRS)

82nd Rcn Bn {(lass Co A) a.tt;—-.cjfwd to Prov Sorps.
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BATTLE CASUALT JES AND PRISONERS OF WAR

CONSOLIDATED REPORT

CAPTURED WOUNDED WOUNDED PRISOWT.!.
KILLED MISSING BY ENEMY EVAC NOT EVAC OF VL@

Kool Force 10 - 17 July 24 8 0 58 24 2746
CC"A" Force 10 ~ 17 July 25 20 5 - 132 22 3907
2d Armd Div 18 - 26 July 7 4 0 10 4 9546

TOrAL 56 32 5 200 50 16199
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TLADYT AL SRS 2D ARIGRED DIVISICN
Office »f the DI vialon Commender
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CAFTULED B

WY MaLERTIAL

1, KOOL FORCE from July 10 %o July 17 1943,
oo Vehicles.

Tvuck, "Fiat"

Cormund Car "dpa®

Truck, 5/4-Ton FAfla’
Prude,2--Ton "Dianchi®
Trucke, 1/2-Ton Caigo "Spa
Truck,2~Ton Cergo TPiat"
Prailer, l-Ton, Gurman

R =3

b, Weapons.
Toritaer, 100/17
Gun,iiechine, (Li cht)
Rifle, auwtonmatic, Omm
ines,Teller 42 4

80303!—4

5, Combat Comacnd "a" from 10 July 1943 to 17 July 1943,

a. Vehicles

o

Truck, 2;5-Ton Bian chi® 40
iotorcycle, 8O 1o 10
Trailer,woter, 350-gal 1
Truck, prime nover 5

b. ticapons.
il shrident

88mm Gun 4
76mm Gun 8

ce Muel ond Lubricants.

~ Gaso linc, low octane 20,000 galse
%, Sccond Armored Division ~ 18 July 1943 to 25 July 1943.

a. Vehicles.
Bt

Prucl, "Fiat" 1
Corrand Car, “Spa’ ; 7
Truck, 3-Ton "alfa’ : 3

-
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as Vehicles (Contimied)
Truck, u/l‘ Ton “Spa’
Truck, 22-To.. "Bianchi®
‘Truck, lz=Ton Cargo “Spq"
Lorrle, Itullan
Bantam, 4-Passengor
Tricycle (motored)
Motorcycle, w/sidecar
Trailer, 1/2-Ton

Car, Reconnal ssance
Ambulace

Tractor

[

[
Hi O DO N

b. Weapons ,
(1) Artillery

149mm Gun
90/53mia Gun A
88min Gun 1
152mix Gun (coastal)

120mm Gun

10&mn Gun

152mm Gun. ‘
7omm Hovritzer . 1
100mn. Howitzer

4Tmin Gun -

75mm Gun

20mm Gun (A..)

172mn Gun

76/40mm Gun

100/17m2 Gun

PHaMOOOHPOROO O P

'Smnll arms.

As of 25 July 1943, there has been captured some forty two toi.
small arms of all types; this includes light and heavy machine gw k,
automatic rifles, rifles, carbines and pistols, There still remci:rs
however, a considersble gquantity of small arms now in the proguoss <.
collection, segrogation, and evacuation,

4, Aryimanition.

So for, fifteen ammunition dumps, totaling some 7500 tons of
0ll types of um*'runltlon have been canturcd, Over 5,000 wines (iellex‘,
have bon found. Therc are numerous smsll arms dumps of which no coui.
is available,

5, Fuel and Lubricants:

o, Gusoline: Dstimated 650,000 gallons of low octane gasoliic

be 0il: Estimated 130,000 gallons of 30 weight oil,

SEf-T




6, Other Military Supplies:

There is o considerable amount of Engineer Supplies, cstimated
around thirty tons, Large quontities of military stores are now in
process of collection and more has yet to be located,



