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By MNOR GENERAL JOl'N K. HERR
éh‘é 0‘ e¢'¢lf’

In view of the present world situation it al?ears that

we are about to arm. Where will our Cavalryv fic into the
picture? Let us discuss some of the factors which bear
upon that sicuation. There can be no doube chat in any
war of magnitude the bone and sinew of armies will con-
tinue to be the mobile ground troops——chc Infancry, Field
Artillery and Cavalry. This is particularly true in our
case because with the advent of mechanization each arm or
service is chargcd with dcvclopmg it as far as practicable
and desirable in the execution of the réle of the particular
arm. Thus in our Armv, mechanization is an integral
part of each arm and is noc separate. However powerful
any other forces may be, in the last analvsis, chev must
be considered as auxiliary to the mobile ground combat
team. The future of our Cavalry will then depend to a
great measure upon the wisdom of those who will plan
our rearming. In such planning it musc be remembered
that our viewpoint fhould be radically differenc from
that of many Eumpcin nations. A great part of the mili-
. tary thou ht of Europe has been dominated by the prob-
lems of the wester front during the lasc war, that is,
secure flanks, defensive. systems of great depch, limited
terrain, and the fine network of roads. Our problem is a
radically different one. thcre may we fight? In case it
should ‘be on this continent or on this hcmlsphcrc or in
any other wide reaches 4nd open spaces, it appears to be a
ceruaincy that the war will be one of movement.

In this connection it must be recalled that even in the

last war on the westerrj front whenever there was move-,

ment there was a vitil peed for cavalrv in large masses.
Witness the vital nead for the British Cavalry Corps in
the early retreat o che Marne where, bv protcctmg the
tear and left flank of the Bricish II Corps, it saved that
clemenc from destruction. The enemy was thus prevented
from pushing all of che allied forces off their line of retreat.
Seudy also the “‘Race to the Sea,” when from September
to November, 1914, wwo French Cavalry Corps aug-

mented bv the British Cavalrv Corps established a mobile
curtain from the Aisne to the Lys thereby covering suc-
cessively the deplovment of the French Second and
Tench Armies, the British Armv, and the French Eighth
Army, thereby balking the Germans in their attempt to
seize the vital channel ports.

Observe again the use of the two German Cavalrv
Corps connecting the Firsc and Second German Armies at
the critical situation of the Marne.

lnvcsugatc also, the use of the allied Cavalrv in the
spring of 1918 when it was rushed hete, there, and everv-
where to threatened points of rupture to hold back
overwhelming enemy forces until reinforcements could
be brought up.

It mav be remarked also chat the lack of Cavaley pre-
vented the Germans from any adequate cxplou:auon of
their successes, whereas the allies were possessed of the
verv great advantage in the possession of considerable
bodies of horsemen.

This point cannot be too strongly cmphasizcd; that is.
whenever chere is movement, there is a great need for
Cavalry in large masses. When there is no movement we
have a war largclv of futilicy.

The nexe point to be considered is that throughout his-
torv there have rarelv been decisive victories except by the
help of Cavalrv. This agency has served to follow up or
encircle and destrov the defeated enemv, or else, by swift
movement in largc masses, has been able to contribute to
decisive results by surprise action ac vital points. Notable
examples of che use of Cavalry in this manner in the last
war mav be found. I will mention onlv two instances.

One—when the allied Cavalry crossed a difficult moun-
tain range with pack transportanon only, moved in Sep-
tember, 1918, into the Bulgarian thcatcr and seized the
kev city of Uskub, thereby initiallv blocking the retreat
of the German Eleventh Arm\ through a defile which re-

.sulted in che capture of go.coo men.

.
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to this country. In order to expand other elements for able. Its tacrical speed is very great on average terrain. It net. Withdrawing to successive positions, the mechanized

i} » i ‘ ! " which no adequate means of nnel were provided, it is difficult to control in large masses. It may find it difficule  Cavalry could cover the withdrawal of the horse Cavalry
¥ a we :‘-‘-_" .n'—"‘d:" legions  was necessary alter the 1ce established under the to protect itself in irdcpcrrg:ient action Wth unsupported.  in certain contingencies. More advisable, ps, the

“_?"' ‘-m_i . : fear the coast, e was foregoing conception of our national defense needs. The It has noc vet the capacity for sustained action that is in- great speed of the mechanized division would enable it to
e Tk ! r dnhq w.y entife  same requirements have effected the mfantry in a similar herent in horse Cava]ry move to a flank and by surpfise strike the rsuing enemy
; whish Asmy of mece 100,000 men. manner. It would now appear reasonable to restore to cither alone or in conjunction with horse Cavalry.

Horse Cavalry has great strategic mobility when trans-

%0 hemst dae késsons of dhe American Civil War and their
owa Beer War. of most other nations had been
timed for hebiswal mounted action. Some continued to

horse and mechanized, is dedicated to the execution of
Cavalry roles. How then will it be used in war? It will be
used to accomplish all the historic roles of Cavalry, that is,
pamapauon in combat, reconnaissance, counter-recon-

ments have their allotred quoca of scout cars. The division
has a squadron of armored cars and all special troops are
motorized or mechanized.

It is evident thac these cavalries supplement each other.

i .k__-k-.' ‘:;-;:e c“*ﬁ;' :;;a lo:kf boch cheir m Infant 111:;: is, of course, no ported by train or by motor. It can move under its own Pursuit. It is in the pursuic that we visualize a really
& Soewasd with comidence t its place. 25 an i m of the try is an; dl:‘aostducm oreane ‘ power by forced marches 150 miles in 48 hours or 100 decisive blow against the enemy. Hit first by the air, then
g postant seessber of the combae team. The relative of our Cavalry must b.:.cm . deredt witimate miles in 24 hours. Through its individual rifiemen it has by the fast moving mechanized Cavalry, then by the horse
ih ion of the diffevent clements int the is some-  to that of our Infan onst 1 proportion great fluidity and flexibility of fire power. In the combat Cavalry and, perhaps, followed up by Infaney in crucks,
! thing t be decidod after profound ideration of  In any event d:c:y are in mini ceds which area in a war of movement our cavalry has greater tactical there appears to be httl'c chance thac the disorganized foe
: the cutise which confrones America. hould g; satisfied. It must be rem. mubt:u:; :ha C:v al mobilicy considering all conditions of terrain and weather could be able to organize any cffective rear guards. Such
3 chis is in 2 hi favorable posi- cannot be-i ol b ot be:nun.medz u:l r‘;‘df}' than has anv other ground arm. When need be horse cav- 2 Pursu:t‘should result in a victory of destruction—a battle
; tion o c bese Ca in the wodd. It mﬁo:e- and highl ined Lct us consider then A E:a ) Y alrv can cut loose from its wheeled elements and can be with dc"f“’c "}‘SUICS-
st at the emtbeeak of the War there {V e have both horse and hmi::; Ca :l Yy supplied by air or pack or live off the country. Our present Thus' ic will be scen that the development of our
- : i rvbl:m .be bered tha mec vairy- horse cavalry is entirely mororized as to trains, and all regi- mechanized Cavalry has infused strength into ‘he Cavalry
| t must be remem t the entire Cavalry, both as a whole and that a Cavalry Corps comprising these

clements should be a tremendously effective hghrting
force. Considering the motorized and mechanized ele-
mentes of the horse Cavalry, a Cavalry Corps of three horse

divisions, of three regiments cdch, and one mechanized

the hamoe and were otherwise i armed, ) : It is apparent that while each might execute certain mis- ..~ X
7 and od w d:'hq'“ﬂy of the :‘mu;,s mﬁ'ﬂ"up l:t::ct:c:;par at.cu;:ll m::::: sions better alone, used in conjunction they will accomplish ;l""'s'l;’:l,wo:ldhbc ap[}:roxunately half motor, half horse.
.:,.m‘“ This is mmth mmwith . posi mfanm Y o8 » P "nst ::'Em 1portan a majority of the major roles with greater effectiveness ¢ is believed cthac such a corps should be consgtutcd and
. Siexce the time of our Civil War, it haj L‘:ﬂmﬂu , 10 large masses agai y's sensi- - trained in the immediate future. There are no insuperable
|!=t in che weedd. We age also in 2

tive points such as flanks or rears. It will be prépared to
fight at all times and will be used by the high command
to meet any situation or crisis where rapidity of movement
or surprise is essential. It will be used in smaller groups
attached to commands such as independent divisions or
. One of the most important duties for such smaller
ies will be that of reconnaissance. In this connection
I wish to say that any i ndent body of troops that
expects o rely solely upon vehicles of any kind for an
adequate ground reconnaissace under all conditions is
courting disaster. The use of horse and mechanized cav-
alry combines all of the features of complete ground
auachedtecm‘maissam:e md:';:g:; is believed thac the cavalry groups
w i enc armies or corps should include

both in order to be most effective. L
The bulk of Cavalry, bowever, should be used in lerge
masses and perform major riles, as may be determined by
the high command. "This means the welding of Cavalry
Dmslonsmto to be used as Army or GHQ Cavalry.
Thus, we have an adequate amount of Cavalry
both for attachments in smaller units such as regimenes
in addition to that required to constitute initially a mini-
mum of one highly trained Ca corps. How should
this be constituted and trained? What should be the
ion of horse Cavalry and of mechanized Cavalry?
m us consider for a moment, -as bearing on this situation,
the rdle and characteristics of the two, our horse and
mechanized Cavalry. Our mechanized Cavalry under the
wisc policy of opment for Cavalry action has accom-
plished a seep by step ion wherein most of the
mechanical difficulcies have been eradicated and it is now
capable of gr::b m‘hatrfm ;“n:a increased tactical capabilities.
Scraeegic ilicy is its test asset. It has
extraordinary fire volume and%sts shogcl’km action is consider-

g

L |

il
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than when used alone. Let us imagine for instance a Cav-
alry Corps of several horse divisions with one mechanized
division. Such a fotce, if chrown out as Army or GHQ
Cavalry to contact gn opposing encmy, probably chrough
use of the mechanized reconnaissance elements of both the
horse and the mechanized divisions and in communication
with our air forces will contact his leading ground ecle-
ments. Following these reconnaissance vehicles there will
probably be small groups of horse cavalry in suppore, per-
haps portéed. These wo_uld be followed by one or more
main bodies of horse Cavalry while the mechanized divi-
sion would be held in hand ready to scize or to strike or, if
need be, to make a special reconnaissance of some distant
area.
PARTICIPATION IN BATTLE

In a war of movement when it becomes necessary to
attack an enemy who has hastily caken a position, it can
readily be seen that the mechanized Cavalry will en-
large the scope and effectiveness of the Cavalry artack.
An attack ofc succeeding waves of these swift moving
combat cars would fix the enemy in his position, riveting
his attention upon thé urgent threat. A mounted actack
cither immediately following or striking the enemy with
successive waves of the horseman from a different angle
would again rivet thejattention of the enemy and further
demoralize him. Meahwhile the dismounted force of Cav-
alry or Infancry apprqaching under cover of the previous
attacks should be abl¢ to arrive at the position and seize
it with minimum losq

Delaying Action. In delaying action the mechanized di-
vision could be used for that part of the terrain where the
roads were more favorable while the horse Cavalry oper-
ated in the remaining sector or sectors. They might even

be interspcrscd according to the terrain features and road -

i

i

L.

obstacles to the execution of this plan. Even if chere were
any great difhculties, they would be well worth overcom-
ing. It is highly essential that croops should be trained
in the wav they are to be used. If we are to use large
masses of Cavalry, it is not reasonable to suppose that they
can be thrown together and function adequately at the
outbreak of war. By concentrating such a corps on a wide
and free area and in a suitable climace, we would be able
to solve many important problems. We would be able
to determine the most suitable organization for the divi-
sion and corps by actually using this corps in all the ex-
ercises which might contront it in time of war such as
participation in battle, reconnaissance, pursuit. delaving
action. We would determine in each instance the best
methods of combining the horse and mechanized di-
visions; we would ascertain what the relative proportion
of each should be in the cavalry of the future; we would
weld a fighting body of troops that would be worth its
weghe in gold to those who know how to use it. We
would develop leaders who would know how to command.
It is highly important that a leader of troops should have
the opportunity to take his organization out constancly
and practice it in all che exercises which may confront
him in war. It is just the same as a captain of a polo team or
a football team—he develops a powerful, smooth running
outfit that is entirely responsive to his will. Hehas complete
confidence in his ability to handle his command and they
in turn have faith in his ability to lead them. The ele-
ments of such 2 command exist at the present and could
be concentrated in the southwest which appears to be the
most suitable section as to climate and which has the
additional advantage of having the bulk of our cavalry
located there now. In any reshuffling of troops due to
rearmament, this should be taken into consideration.
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 Tosining Aress. I is also | essential that there  instant action, the minimum strength should tocal some-
should be wide and foce area for the exercise of  where between 20,000 and 30,000 cavalrymen.
such 2 command. Our Navy may concenerate on the sea,  Thus , we confront an American situation

land forces have no com-
passhle ascss avaisble: However, such a training area
cxists h.i-aaﬂdtai&of&vakyhas
alecady had seatstive studies made it-which
have the point where it is apparent that such
an--ﬂedpd&dmsvuyta-
r kwﬂdmofamutcnhram

of appeoxitnately 100 miles. This is con-

feature becanse in such an
a'h'ﬁ-ﬁﬂmmmmz:ldyamlﬁdd

our avistion i the sir, bat our

- labosatory in which w get ¢he answers w cor It

scems singular that in all che United Seates is avail-
shie no such cxseasive cerrain. Within our vast country it

= v Ex 2‘”.3‘.:?&*,0,%“3‘;

a:h-e--
cnd:dnmephn.tlsbduwdtobem
sary and thae the mechanized

should be incecased w0 a division. It has reached the stage
dbchpn-h:dusmdymhnemd:pmg

sess. Ik will chen possess l?ﬂ'
q-w-l--r-hdtmbe mmmsniﬁghmg

ln m:wﬂlbemryalsomm
the nussher of

w’hédc;;':ylﬂsmuﬂmmlquu

e e

which is different from che problems of European coun-
tries and which looks forward in case of hostilities to war
of movement; that in any such war the principal element
is the Infanery-Field Arillery-Cavalry ground combat
team; that such a force uth:rzone and sinew of any real
ﬁgbnniArmy or armies; that at least a reasonable nucleus
should) Mghumdmd reacly to fight at once; and

our and preparations, including our in-
dustrial preparation, should be towardfwar of
movement rather than one of static defense by means
dneﬂy of matériel. Although matéricl is highly i important
it must be remembered that personnel is equally important
and that no war will be won solely by machines. In my
opinion it is needful that all cavalrymen make some effort
to demonstrate to the le of this country the truth con-
cerning the efficiencv and worth of American Cavalry.
There appears to be a vast ignorance on this subject which

" is but natural in view of the isolaced posts occupied by our

Cavalry Many of our people still envisage Cavalry charg-
ing boot to boot with drawn sabers. We should endeavor
to disseminate the facts. It would be well, whenever pos-
sible, to ask chose of our citizens who are interested actual-
ly to witness the maneuvers and demonstrations of our
Cavalry. There are none so blind as those who will not see.
As Chicf of Cavalry I have an abiding faich in the future
of modern Cavalry and I believe ic is high time thac our
Cavalry should be increased, orgamzed and developed
along the lines indicated by me in this article.

A * QR A ¢

Minesweeper Cars

* Hatra, PALESTINE -—(AP) Piloted by the tmneswecpcr cars, | bumped

over mile afver mile of
'were intended to impede the

every few fect by deep trenches

*  which appeared t have been hacked out by hydraulic drills. The trenches
of Briush mechanized units.

progress
layalArPaoe;ﬂanaﬂewovubudandkcptmconstant touch with
the mechantzed units, giving the latter rebel positions.
- . —JaMEs A. MILLs, Associated Press,

October 27, 1938.
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What Does palediné Phrove!

BY CAPTAIN THE BARON GEORGE MAROCHETTI

*Eptror’'s Note: Captain, The Baron George Marochetti served
during the war on the staff and with the 11th Prince Albert’s
Own Hussars and held several staff appointments after the war,
since when he has always kept in touch with the Army. He is now
closely associated with the antiaircraft defence of London and is
still a keen horseman being in daily contact with cavalry officers
belonging to mounted and mechanised regiments. His former regi-
ment, the 11th Hussars, is now serving in Palestine.

Captain, The Baron George Marochetti is also widely travelled
and has visited most parts of the British Empire.

On the roth March, 1928, the 11th Prince Albert’s
Own Hussars were mechanised. That one of the most
famous cavalry regiments, the Colonel of which was the
then Duke of York, now King George VI, should be the
first to sacrifice its horses on the altar of modern progress,
came as a shock to the Army but the choice was probably
deliberate. The authorities knew that mechanisation was
certain to prove unpopular. A crack regiment was selected
to set an cxamplc which other regnmcnts would have o
follow. The “Glorious Cherrypickers™ were on this ac-
count the first to exchange their horses for armoured cars.

In due course all other cavalrv regiments in England
met with the same sad fate, with the exception of the
Royal Household Cavalry? and ewo rcglmcnts of Dragoons
—the “‘Royals” and the “‘Scots Greys.” The latter owe
their salvation to the political outcry the rumour of the
impending mechanisation of the Grcys"’ raised in Scot-
land where the regiment is rcgardod as Household Cavalry
to the King when His Majesty is over the Border.

Today e War Office are probablv thankful that chese
two regiments, once destined for mechanisation were kept
mounted. Time has alrcadv Provcd that occasions may
arise when cavalry is mdlspcnsablc and mechanised units
cornparatwclv ineffective. The *“Scots Greys” and the

“Royals” are both in Palestine at the present moment and
the posslblllty of sending the Royal Horse Guards there
has even been disc , though the Roval Houschold
Cavalry have never bcfore been sent overseas in peace time.
We realize now that though in civilized countries, with
well laid-out roads and with petrol stations conveniently
placed a few miles distant from each other, armoured cars
and canks are of supreme lmporcance, they cannot alto-
gether replace the mounted regiments in such countries as
Palestine or India.

The records of the Great War immortalize many mag-
nificent cavalry campaigns, one of which I myself re-

*The 11th Hussars have been nicknamed ° “Cherrypickers” be-
cause they are the only regiment in the British Army entitled to
v.l'ar crimson overalls and breeches. This dates back from Bala-
clava.

*The Royal Household Cavalry comprises two regiments, the Life
Guards and the Royal Horse Guards. The Life Guards are known
as the “Tins” and the Horse Guards as the “Blues.” The House-
hold Cavalry is responsible for the Royal escorts. One of the regi-
mea:s nlds billeted at Hyde, Park Barracks in London and the other
at Windsor.

*The “Greys” are-so named because the whole regiment is

mounted on grey horses,

member well. It opened shortly after dawn on a misty
August morning in 1918 when afver che successful actack
by the Australian and Canadian Corps, the British Cav-
alry received the long awaited order to advance. It is in-
teresting to remember now how soon we dvertook not only
the Infantry buc the Tanks and embarked on the wi-
umphante pursuit of the German Army which was co lead
us, though we did not realize it then, o the Rhine. The
campaign began on the moming of the 8th of August,
and on chat dav alone the First Cavalry Brigade, com-
posed of the Queen’s Bays, the Fifth Dragoon Guards,
and the 11th Hussars, took over 1,100 prisoners, innum-
erable guns and machme guns, while a squadron of the
5th Dragoon Guards even caprured a train full of soldiers
who were returning from leave.

We bivouacked after much skirmishing and fighting,
ten miles from our jumping-off base, having disorganized
the German Army completely and played havoc with the
order of their retreat. In the days that followed our work
was real cavalry work—the advance guard of an attacking
army—and we remained the advance guard undil the
Armistice. We reconquered numerous villages in France
and Belgium and we kept on the move till the Rhine was
reached.

The 8ch of August was a red letter day for the British
Cavalry. Ludendorf refers to it in his Memoirs as *‘the
Black Dav of the German Army in the history of the war,”
and its disasters led him to advise cthe Kaiser to instruct his
Foreign Secretary to open the negotiations which eventual-
lv brought about the peace. This Black Day was a glorious
justification of the British Cavalry.

The Tanks were undoubeedly a great factor in that
final march to victory which opened on August 8th. and
I do not want to underestimate the greatness of their
achievement. During the carlv hours of the battle they
reduced the enemy ranks to chaos and supported the at-
tacking Australians and Canadians as no other weapon
could have done. By 10 aM, however, most of them had
been put out of action. I remember distinctly the number
of broken tanks, both heavy and light we saw lving about
the country as we through the trenches that had
been bridged over, and what splendid targets thev pre-
sented for enemy fire.

On the other hand the cavalrv casualties seemed in-
credibly small. If my recollection serves me righdy we did
not lose more than three or four men and 2 few horses
from my own Squadron. On the 8th of August and dur-
mg the days that followed we not only reached our ob-
jectives but kept them against many counter attacks al-
though the Bngade Mechanised Transport was unable to
bring out the rations. Men can, whennecessary, live on
a few biscuits and though the country had been laid waste
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great advantage of being able o live on the land.

In 1918, of course Tanks were in their infancy, but even
in modemal wa:fzrellndo not think%l:ykscg replace tl;;
cav together. In twenty years ve improv
outd:fyall recognition, andtyd'nye Army has been Precon-
structed to embrace this new and all important branch of
it. The Royal Army Service Corps* allots fifry per cenc
of its numbers to the business of serving Tanks and
Armoured Cars with petrol and oil so that some of the dis-
abilities from which the Armoured Car wing suffered in
1918 no exist. But even nowadays, [ am told by
brother offiecrs, a direct hit can puc a tank out of action
and probably all its men as well. It is certainly an easier
target for enemy fire than a mounted body extended in

formation.

In Spain at the batde of Guadalajara nearlv two years
ago, the biggest tank battle in history was fought. Hun-
dreds of tanks were used and they should have swept into
Madrid, but they were routed by ragged militiamen using
a new type of anti-tank gun.

- Even in Palestine where the rebels do not possess such
modern wea as anti-tank guns, thev have invented
Ia;d-mmm can put armoured cars out of action quite
effectively. It is curious to notice that what serves as a
defence against canks—anti-tank or land-mines—is
no defence against cavalry. On the other hand the greatest

enemy of cavalry—"Barbed wire” and possibly machine.

guns fired from machine pits—are useless when used

inst tanks or armoureg“c:rs This face alone suggests

it is almost as t'}l:possible for canks and armbured cars

wholly to replace the cavalry as it is for the cavalry to do
the work of tanks or armoured cars. ’

The terrain in the Middle East is particularly suited to
T Roval / Service C . . .
Army which deals with the Comlmss':rglte ag:lwrss rzfsp:elsilg;“g?

bringing food and supplies to the troops.

£

Britisb Cavalry returning from the fromt, Amiens Area, 1918

cavalry work. It is rideable country and the orange groves
and olive crees in Palestine offer easy screen for mounted
troops. Ground so ideally suitable f{x cavalry is not best
suited for mechanised warfare. A spinnev or a copse,
which means cover for cavalry, becomes an obstacle for a
tank; walls and barricades which can easily be jumped
by horsemen, may become deadly obstructions to a crew
in an armoured car. Many men have been killed in
Palestine, trying to remove the stones placed on the roads
by rebels to bar the progress of armoured cars. The rebels
wait in ambush and snipe while che crew of the car is in
process of removing the obstruction. In the ravines or on
the slopes broken by terraces which are outstanding
features of the landscape in Palestine, armoured cars can-
not be used, and tanks have to slow down to a walking
pace. In swampy ground where a lane can be made for
horses, canks can be lost for ever.

When recent disturbances rendered it necessary to draft
additional troops to Palestine to maintain order there, the
High Command fully appreciating the advantages of
mounted troops over machines, made a point of asking for
cavalry regiments. Our “mighcy Empire,” sojustly famous
in the past for its horses and horsemen could produce no
more than two mounted regiments. Both are now in
Palestine and may yet be reinforced bv the Roval House-
hold Cavalry. That the unprecedented step of sending the
Royal Houschold Cavalry abroad in peace time was even
sontemplated makes us wonder whether we weren’t oo
drastic when we mechanised so much of our cavalry and
lefe so few regiments their horses.

For in Palestine there is no nice line of demarcation
separating friend from foe. In ordinary warfare there is as
a rule an enemy line beyond which, with the exception of
the civilian population, the enemy is ranged wearing uni-
forms recognisably those of opponents. This is not the

case in Palestine where the enemy is everywhere—and

nowhere. The main body of the Arabs is friendly but

WHAT DOES PALESTINE PROVE?

S . e,

rebels have to be dealt with and they do not wear dis-
tinctive uniforms. It would be fatal in an attack to mistake
friend for foe. In such a situation the cavalry can render
service impossible to mechanised troops. If vou sight a
group of five or ten men while you are riding in an
armoured car, you cannot open fire wichout investigation.
Investigation necessitates leaving your armoured car. If the
approaching party are friends all is well; if they are foes
they fire and disappear, as if by magic, into-the surround-
ing countrv. In an encounter of this kind a cavalry detach-
ment has no such difficulty as their mechanised brothers.
A mounted man has an advantage over an unmounted
one. If necessarv a body of horsemen can alwavs sur-
round an enemy which it is impossible for a single tank or
armoured car to do.

Itis not only in Palestine but also in India and Africa—
in all countries indeed which are not highly developed—
that cavalry can render service where armoured cars and
tanks are ineffective. Wherever there is a question of pur-
suit of a man or a group of men across country the most
powerful car in the world is useless compared to the cav-
alry. On chis account it seems a pity to some of us that
the army of today can put so few cavalry regiments in the
field, for though we still have some fine Indian Cavalry
regiments there are occasions when these cannot take the
place of British cavalry. There was recently some discus-
sion on the subject of sending Indian Cavalry troops to
Palestine but the project presented difficulties. Many of
the Indian regiments are composed of Mohammedans and
it would be unfair ¢o use them to oppose Arabs professing
their own creed. Other regiments composed of Hindus
might be unduly prejudiced against Mohammedans. Fur-
thermore the Indian Army no longer, strictly speaking.
comes under the head of Imperial . They belong to
India proper; are paid by the Indian Budget and consist of

. Indian soldiers, commanded it is true by a few British of-

ficers who are, however, themselves under the jurisdiction
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ca regiments. Hun has been one of Ireland’s
largst“lcu?;onm for horses grx:'ng recent years.

What will happen to our mechanised armies of the
future? Germany could not have foreseen in 1914 thac
they would be fo:ced to their horses on account of
the Blockade. Can we, even with the mastery of the seas
to our credit, be absolutely certain thac we will always have
an uate supply of 1? From 1914 to 1918 we had
mmnalca g’r{mr 5?;0 ndufu:ed cogttol of the
seas of the world—and of the world’s supply of petrol.
Will forcune favour us equally in the future when our re-

uirementswtllbe&rc? greater than they were then?

ownRoyalAlrFomewdlbemuchlargerlnthcnext

war than it was in the last and the present type of super-

englmuscdmcorfourumcs:hcamountof

used in the old war of engine. Most of our

ships are now oil-burners. mechanised army will re-

quire twenty times the amount of | we needed in

1918 when we were very short of fuel. Such lems are

not likely to have been overlooked by our General Scaffs

and our Government. One feels they can be relied upon

to deal with them effectively. Oneunonlyhopethat

we may never have cause to tegrct the extensive mechani-
sation of our army.

In my opinion the ideal army would be one in which
all mmy balanced. Tanks and armoured cars
are inventions but should be used in
conjunction with cavalry and infantry and should not be

*Of these 40 Cavalry 20 are Metropolitan Reg:ments
vhiletlleoﬂnra)anAmnRemmu raised in Algeria and
Morocco, but many of these African regiments are actually serving
in France. ‘l‘haem-nbersdonotnmlude the French Native regi-
ments used in Indo-China, Syria, et cetera.

1939
cxpectcd to rcplace cavalry altogecher. There are, as recent

events in Palestine have proved, forms of warfare in which
nothing can satisfactorily replace the cavalry which is
now out of all proportion to other branches of the Service.
Its deficiency seems occasionally to be fele. One hopes
chat some at least of the ents who were among the
first to be dismounted may be given back their horses
before it is too late. For horsemen cannot be improvised.
To become horsemaster necessitates years of training and

W
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only hlghlv trained troops can stand the hardships of cam-
paigning. If in a future conflict the remoun of the dis-
mounted regiments should be deemed advisable, few men
would know how to ride the horses restored to them.
Chargers would be difficult to procure, since few horses
are bred now in England. But these are difhiculdies that
could be surmounted successfully. The old cavalry regi-
ments mayv have been mechanised but the old spirit still
survives,

W

Change in Membership Dues Voted at
Annual Meeting of United States
- Cavalry Association

The Executive Council of the Cavalry Association on
June 10, 1936, in order to encourage membership, au-
thorized the reduction in annual dues to $2.50 per year
when five or more individuals forwarded applications for
membership or reimbursement of dues as a group.

The above authorization, as ongmally intended, has
found more widespread application in the personnel of the
National Guard and the Cavalry Reserve. It served the
purpose for which it was intended, and the membership in
the Association has been increased by a material figure.
After almost three years of trial it has been found that
once a mcmbcrship was enrolled ac the reduced rate of
$2.50 per year the member has been rebilled at that figure
for subsequent years even though his dues were returned
individually rather than in a lump sum covering five or
more members. Thus, we find roximately 3/5
of all cavalrymen in the Armv of thc {g ited States are
receiving the JOURNAL at $2.50 per year, while the re-
maining 2/5 are billed ac $3.00 per year. Manifesdy
there is licde equity to all concerned in “such a condition.

As far back as 1931 the records of the Association indi-
cate that efforts were made to place dues in che Cavalry
Association on the comparable basis of all other service
associations. The Cavalry Association for the past several
years has been the only one which has carried dues at less
than $3.00 per annum. In fact, there are two services
whose annual dues are $4.50 per year, and the majority of

all others receive $4.00 per vear from all subscriptions
other than individual. It is believed that The CavaLry
JoURNAL is commensurate in size, contents and makeup
with most of the other service journals. It would appear
that if other arms and services evaluate their periodicals at
33 00 per year the same should hold for the Cavalry Asso-
ciation.

In accordance with the above reasoning this sub]cct was
brought up for discussion at the annual mecting held in
Washington on January 16, 1939. chrescntames of all
three components of the army were emphatic in their in-
dorsement and recommendation of placmg dues in the
Cavalry Association on the same basis as all other associa-
tions. In view of chis concensus of opinion, the subject was
placed before the meeting of the Executive Council, held
immediately after the ad]oummcnt of the Annual Meet-
ing. Bv unanimous vote it was directed that, effective
]:muary 17, 1939, dues in the Association and all sub-
scriptions to The CavaLry JourNaL shall be confined
strictly to the basis of $3.00 per vear.

For those members whose annual dues became effective
prior to January 17. 1939, and who have received state-
ments for the ensuing vear, dues for that period will re-
main at cthe same ﬁgure at which they were initially billed.
However, new subscriptions and membership dues which
will become due from that date forward will be billed ac
$3.00.
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. By Major E. M. Benitez, Coast Actillery Corps
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alieer the ovestheww of the in 1931. Before the
wesk of che sevelation in 1936, the Spanish cavalry
comsissed of ome cavalsy division of theve brigades of two

squadron with one machine gun section attached to each
of the cight ic i divisions. The headquarters
of the cavalry Evnslon was in Madrid, but che division it-
self was scattered practically ‘all over the eight cerritorial
military areas of Spain. The cavalry in Morocco consisted
of two cavalry sections (196 men) plus two cavalry
“tabores” of native troops, making a total of approxi-
mately 2,000 sabres. T&e Moroccan troops were all
veterans of many campaigns in Northern Africa, and
great experience and skill in mountain warfare.

When the Revolution broke out in 1936, over ninety
per cent of the regular army officers and a very large ma-
jority of the noncommissioned officers joined the Insurgent
ranks. Many of these men were transferred to other
branches of the service as circumstances required in order
to form the skeleton of the Revolutionary Army. The
Moroccan squadrons which had followed Franco’s cause,

‘were utilized as the nucleus of the Insurgent cavalry force

Gmlu, in Modern War
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Insurgent Cavalry Advancing on the Aragon Fromt

and with the available cavalrymen that could be gathered
together, were organized in October, 1936, into a cavalry
brigade under the command of General José Monasterio.
Initially it consisted of from five to six cavalry squadrons
and one or two batreries of field artillery.

General Monasterio is an old soldier, a veteran who
campaigned for years in Morocco, whose main ambition
twenty-five years ago was to become an aviator. He gave
up aviation after having been seriously injured in an acci-
dent near the Madrid airport at Cuatro Vientos, and when
he had recovered, he joined the cavalry. He foughe side by
side with Franco in Morocco and later on became an in-
structor in the Military Academy at Zaragoza—the West
Point of Spain—at the time that Franco was Comman-
dant. He joined the revolution right from the beginning
and reccived a leg wound in one of the first skirmishes of
the war. Experienced, brave and resourceful is chis leader
who was selected to organize the first Insurgent cavalry
force, which during the early days of the war had to fight
afoot for lack of horses.

Cavalry, reinforced by motorized infantry, machine
guns and a battalion of field artillery, participated in the
siege of Madrid in 1936, covering ively the right
flank of the Insurgent Army; in the Jarama Valley in
1937, ard in the Aragén campaign in Northern Spain,
where it rendered valuable service in codperation with
friendly aviation. However, it was not until che Insurgent
counteroffensive at Teruel on February 5, 1938, chat cav-
alev proved icself to be invaluable to the Insurgene cause,
and thereupon its operations will be followed in detail
from that date.

THE BATTLE OF ALFAMBRA
On December 21, 1937, the Government forces caughe

the Insurgencs off guard and launched a surprise offensive -

+

capturing Teruel and practically annihilating the weak
Insurgent garrison, just at the moment when General
Franco was making intensive preparations for a drive to
the sea. This operation was hailed by Government Spain
as the greatest victory of Loyalist arms in eighteen months
of war and was believed, at that cime, to have marked the
turning cide of the civil war. .

The city of Teruel, capital of the province of the same
name, with a population of 9,600 had been in Franco's
possession since the beginning of the war. It is situated at
the junction of ewo river vallevs, formed by the confluence
of che Guadalaviar and the Alfambra rivers and is about
sixty miles northwest of Valencia. Teruel has been called
the “City of Rock,” because its location makes it a natural
fortress built on a mountain shelf, protected on the souch
and southwest by a deep ravine which is traversed by an
aqueduct, and on the southeast by the Guadalaviar River.
'lqmis old and picturesque city was once destroyed by the
Roman Legions in reprisal, to punish Hannibal for the
wiping out of Sargento (Sargentum).

Teruel icself was of no great military importance or
strategic value to General Franco; but, in view of the
heavy Government concentration in that sector, the In-
su?ent command decided to recapture the city at all costs
and thus accept the apparent challenge for a real test of
strength.

The Insurgent High Command calls the scheme of
mancuver emploved ac the Alfambra the “‘Bolsa” or pocket
maneuver. It is simply a penetration, with a force en-
gaging the enemy’s attention with a vigorous frontal at-
tack, while two other forces work around each end of the
encmy’s position to meet behind che hostile lines and close
the mouth of the *“pocket” or salienc.

This batte is an almost exact replica of the St. Mihiel
offensive wich the difference that ac Sc. Mihiel che heaviest
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blow came froma the south while ac Alfambra the main

conceived and saest brilli enccuted battle of che Civil
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January, almost completely paralyzing military operations.
The battde of the ra opened at dawn on February

sth. At that time the front lines, as indicated on the map,
extended along the general line: Vivel del Rio—Si

thence o the Lraﬁi)za—'l'eruel highway—
Mouletén Hill—chence souchwest. The

Celadas hei
key t chis position was the strategically important

Palomera mountain range, which dominates the mountain-

ous country to the cast and the main Teruel—Zaragoza
g w the west. The position had been gready
with pill boxes and machine gun nests mak-

. ing it practically a field fortress; it had however, the

characteristic weakness of almost all saliencs in chac ic
could be attacked from boch flanks in converging opera-

tioas.

On F sth, the Insurgents made a feinc at Mon-
talbin and then launched a vigorous attack on a front of
some -seven miles, extending from Portalrubio to
Celadas, with Sinchez Division

ing the frontal actack
from the vicinity of Cindra and the of Yagiie and
Aranda striking ac the shoulders of the salient. Further

south, Varela's was pinning down the Government
forces southwest of Teruel. All these Insurgent units were

under the supreme command of General Fidel Dijvila,
newly appointed Insurgenc Minister of Defense.

The actack was by an artillery and an aerial

; unandr:;d: intensity in the Spanish War,

our hostile points were subjected to a devastating firc;
Vivel del Rio, Portalrubio, Rubielos and Celadas, and by
noon the main fortifications on the frones of the main ef-
fore had been destroyed. Then the shock troops advance,
tanks leading, in coordination with the infantry, artillery
and aviation. Wave after wave of fresh troops advanced
under cover of an arti b , comparable to 2 World
War effore. ﬂ\cam“aycovemmae::glemes gl:: way. On the
north, Yagiie’s Corps composed of crack Moroccan and
Foreign Legion troops captured the villages of Rubielos,
Cervera del Rincén, and Portalrubio, piercing the front ac
A—2B as shown on the map. Through this gap came,
with hglgﬁ-hke speed, the mass of manewver—Mon-

asterio’s ry Division—which up to this time had

.
'3
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ST. MIHIEL OFFENSIVE 12 SEPT 1918
PLAN OF ATTACK OF FIRST ARMY
Map1
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been carefully held in reserve. This cavalry command cut  appearance of the cavalry behind Sierra Palomera caused

diagonally actoss the hostile position, reached the rear of the evacuation of this key

the Government forces and

ition, where two enemy bri-
red the town of Camanas, gades surrendered and two battalions which tried to escape

routing the partially formed enemy reserves. The sudden were almost completely annihilated. Then, while Aranda’s
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driving northeast and Yagiie's Corps advancing Alfambra River and chree days later the three Insurgent
d—hmmhmmm corps joined forces on the Teruel—Sagunto highwa'\gic at
ment, the covaley caprused the towns of P and Al- the milestone, y ewo kilometers (1.2 miles) west
fambea to the exst and then made 2 wide mnnﬁme- - of Teruel. Monasterio’s Cavalry immediately advanced
muent © the south duivi detachments the south, capeuring the villages of Castralvo and Aldehuela,
Alfmubes Biver Valley. Sweeping down on the east side  cutting off the retreat of the Government forces and as-

e chipd day of the banle (February 7ch) the Terucl—

and sbeut one mile west of the

 Sognse

city, canting off the main sspply link of Teruel. In ad-
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dhesn sevenal of the Beigades.* Through-
that were trying to join

i

isted in forcing the surtender of Teruel, which occurred
role cavalry played in this battle has been
by General Yagiie, Commander of the Moroc-
Corps, in the following terms: “A |
jt for the success of this operation should go to Mona-
sterio’s Cavalry veterans, who demonstrated so well cheir
efficiency in mountain fighting during our northern cam-
ion and who have agai diated che doubes some
ilicary authorities ing cavalry’s usefulness in
modern warfare.”

Tue Drive o THE SEA
On March gth, General Franco launched his over-

L7

share of the’
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Squadron of Insurgent Cavalry om a Reconnaissance Mission, Valencia fromt

whelming, spectacular offensive which wich marked
rapidity struck hard, swift blows on the 125-mile front
extending roughly from Teruel to Huesca and on to che
French frondier.

For this operation, France massed a total of 250,000 men
organized into five army corps and Monasterio’s Cavalry
Division, with the operations of which we are largely con-
cerned. This cavalry division had been completely reor-
ganized after che bactle of che Alfambra and now included
motorized infantry and detachments of armored cars and
tanks.

On March gch, the sth Navarrese Division broke
through the enemy front near Herrera. Monasterio’s Cav-
alry l%ivision went through this gap, cutting off lines of
communications and harassing the hostile forces in flank
and rear. On March 11, it was officially commended for
its “rapid and masterly advance” which had caused con-
siderable disorder and confusion to the retreating enemy.

Continuing its advance to the east, the cavalry di-
vision reached Escatron on the 13¢h, advancing 60 miles in
five days and capturing many prisoners and quantities of
war materials, besides clearing the way for the advance of
Yagiie’s Corps which reached Casfvc on the 15th. Its
present mission was to protect the left (north) flank of
Yagie's s and to cover the preparations and crossin
of the Ebro River by this corps ac aim:o and Gelsa. The
Moroccan Corps started its crossing on the morning of the
23d and by the 25th the entire corps had crossed the Ebro,
a swift flowing river, which swollen by melcing snows was
at no place less than three hundred feet in width. Yagiie
immediately advanced on Bujaraloz to cut off the Zaragoza
—Lerida highway. This turning movement compelled
the withdrawal of Government E:rces east of Zaragoza.
The cavalry, forming the advance guard of Yagiie’s

captured the town of Pina and seized many prison-
ers. A few days later, the cavalry was used to mop up the
Mon Hills in vicipity of Bujaraloz.

O:%:;:tch 27th, Yagiie's Corps made contact with the
fortified line along che Cinca River, protecting the city of
Lerida. This river flows in a gigantic ditch between
parallcl lines of steep hills. All briti:ens had been destroy-
ed. Upon crossing the Cinca, a gap was created between

Yagiic's Corps north of the Ebro and that of Garcia Valino -

on the south, in a wide bend of the Ebro River. General
Yagiie immediately decided to plug this hole with cavalry.
Monasterio’s Division successfully accomplished this mis-
sion establishing contact with Garcia Valino’s forces, and
captured the vilﬁtges of Fayon, Nonaspe and the surround-
ing heighes.

On April 15th, the 4th Division of Navarre of Aranda’s
Corps, under General Camilo Alonso Voga, aided by
flanking Moorish Cavalry, cracked the Government lines
wide open sending the Government forces reeling north
and south in full retreat, reaching the seacoast ac Vinaroz.
The Cavalry Division was then called upon to fill a salient
of about 500 square miles, which it was able to accomplish
because of its mobiliy.

On June 24, 1938, Garcia Valino’s Corps shactered
the Government lines in the vicinity of Onda. Monas-
terio’s Cavalry went through this gap, then wheeled to the
southeast in the direction of Nules, cutting off the enemy’s
retreat. Nules was captured on July gch.

In general, Insurgent cavalry has proved extremely use-
ful for the work of mopping up isolated enemy forces,
particularly in the Alfambra Valley and the Ebro River
drives, where isolated Government detachments were
holding out in mountainous country in the wake of the
advance.

It is reported that the Government forces have some
cavalry, but’it seems to lack effective organization. This
can be easily explained by the fact that practically all che
trained personnel joined the revolution at the outbreak of
the war.

Armies are created and organized to suit the special
problems thac confront each nation. Any discussion as
to the effectiveness and merits of any onc particular arm
must be based upon the conditions in the theatre of opera-
tions. In a mouncainous terrain, with very few good roads
available as the present conditions in Spain, unquestion-
ably horse cavalry can render services which no other arm
can perform so effectively.

In Europe today, England, France and Germany have
reduced their horse cavalry and replaced many units with
independent motorized and m:Eznized units. On the

/Continued on page 30)
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