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This Department was organized for the purpose 
of procuring for our Members and Subscribers the 
best and latest Military Works at the lowest practi- 
cable cost. With this Object in view, arrangements 
have been made to act as the special. general or sole 
agents of certain publishers, and to procure the 
lowest terms possible with others. 

We are in touch with the Service Schools and 
have access to the catalogs of all Military Pub- 
lishers and are thereby prepared to secure any 
Military Book that is in print or to advise as to 
the best books on any special subject of a military 
nature and as to their cost. 

SUBSCRIPTION AGENCY. 
For tho bewfft d our Members and Subscribers, tbe 

U. S. Cavalry AeclOcbt(0a bas armaged to phce subscriptloas 
for m y  foreign or dornodc periodicaL 

partlculrv atteatkm paM tosecuring tbe best t o m  pos- 
sible on a11 Military plblkatioas. 

tabb Subssrlptioo Agbnsy guaranteed. 
As k w  rates of crubscriptloa as tboee given by any row- 
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J U S T  O U T !  

T A C T I C S  
-BY- 

C O L O N E L  B A L C K ,  
6Ist Infantry, German Army, 

Authorized Translation 

W A L T E R  K R U E G E R ,  
First G u t .  a3d Infantry. (1. S. Army. lnslrvztor Arm! S t v v i k  Schools 

BY 

V O L U M E  I. 
INTRODUCTION AND FORMAL TACTICS OF INFANTRY 
An epitome of the interpretation and application of tactical principles in 

the various armies of the world, amplified by numernus examples from military 
history. Fourth completely revised edition, embracing the lessons learned 
from the Boer War and the Rrsso-Japanwe War. 

SYNOPSIS O F  S U B J E C T  M A T T E R  : 
I.--Organleatlon end Eqnlpmeo~ I.-The Atfeck on an Euemp DeploPd for 

SI.-The Defence. 
X1f.-The Recrear 

mien*. 11.-The Formatlolu 
III.--Tbe Power of the Fl-r and Expe 

dieom for Miolmlalng Lmnee. 
A.-The Power of Flrld Arllllerp. XI11 -~'oulainlllg .wions. R-InfaBtV F i e .  

VI.-The Employment of Iufantry fire. XIV.-Tbe Infaulrp C o m b 1  acrordlng 10 

XV.- Expeudlture and Supply Of AmmUOl- 
VIL-Infantry v e n w  Cavalry. Porelgn RPguLllour. 

WI.-Inhntry venua Artillery. 
=-Tho AtUck. IlOO. 

Printed on excellent paper, in clear type, and bound in cloth. Contains 
oyer 450 pages with many plates in the text. 

PL'ELISHERS A S D  CESERAL A G E S T S  

U. S. CAVALRY ASSOCIATION, Ft. Leavenwor& 
Price : $3.00 postpaid. 

This  book is to be used at the Army Service Schools and should be in the 
library of every O~SIX~ of the Regular Army and Militia who desires to gain a 
working knowledge of Tactics. , 

I M  Editba is I&nited, thoroforo get your order In NOW. 

An interesting and thorough Illustrating the fundamental 
discussion of marches, ad- principlesof minortacticsby 
vances and rear guards, the applicatory method of 
combats, outposts, and instruction sosuccessfully 
other ordinary opera- employed at the Army 
tionsof small com- SECOND EDITION S e r v i c e  School at 
mandsor Infantry F o r t  L e a v e n -  
and C a v a l r y .  worth, Kansas. 

TACTICAL 

PRINCIPLEB 
AND 

PROBLEMS 
By Captain M. E. HANNA, 3d Cavalry. 

Instructor Department of Military Art, Army Service Schools. 

Beautifully printed on good paper. in large clear type, and bound in 
cloth. 4 j 3  pages. 2 map* in colors, and 3 cuts: 

Genernl Agents: U. 8. Cavalry Assoelailon. 
Fort Leavenworth. Kansas. 

A book that 
should be pur- 
:hasedwithoutde- Price---$2.50, Postpaid. inst ruct ion.  that  
lay by all officers of mar  be followed with 
Lhe Regular Armyand 
Militia whoare beginning 
thestudy of tactics.forwbom 
it has been specially written 

A six months 
courseof tactical 

g r e a t  benefit b y  t h e  
student who is compelled 

to work without t h e  as- 
s i s t a n c e  o f  a n  instructor. 



I BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

1 
I 

AlllLlTARY WORKS PUBLISHED BY ME U. S. CAVALRY ASSOCIATIOW 

J 
\ 

-- 
T H E  R I F L E  LAX W A R .  

BY CAPTAIN HENRY E. E A M E S ,  Tenth U. S. Infnntry. 
lqstructor 0epar:qent of M litsry Art.  Arm< Service Scr,oo s. 

Second Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 333 pages. . 
Illustrated by Sumerous Cuts and Many Tables. 

Authorized Text Book. 

NOTES O N  F I E L D  A R T I L L E R Y .  
( For Officers of All Arms) 

BY CAPTAIN OLIVER L. S P A U L D I N G .  J R .  
Fa f t h  Field A rttlkry. 

7 This little book is an expansion and re- 
arrangement of a course of lectures given' by 
Captain SPAULDINC in the U. S. Infantry and 
Cavalry School, and has been prepared for pub 
lication in its present form at  the suggestion 
of Major JOHN F. MORRISON, General Staff, 
Senior Instructor Department of Military Art. 

Bound in Cloth with 2 Maps and Pocket..%l.26 a 

M i  

BOOR DEPARTMENT. 

MILITARY WORKS PUBLISHED BY U. S. CAVALRY ASSOCIATION 

Individual and Combined Military Sketching 
B Y  C A ~ .  EDWIN T. COLE, G&h U. 5. Infantry, 

C A R .  E D W A R D  R. S T U A R T ,  Corps of Bnginecta, 0. S. A.  

-AND- 

An up-to-date work which gives the very latest methods of making 
military contoured maps, as taught at the school of the Line and the StafF 
College at Fort Leavenworth. and adopted by the Department of Practical 
Military Engineering at the U. S. M i l i w  Academy. 

-- 
a 

SOLDIER'S SCORE BOOK 
FOR 

U. S..MAGAZINE RIFLE 
Model Model I& Ammunition. 

BY CAPT. CHARLES E. STODTER. Ninth U.8 .  Camby. 
CBUIITW EDlTleN ( M W D )  

A handy score book of a suitable size for the pocket. 
I t  has the targets drawn to 'scale, with vertical lines 

showing the change made by moving the rear sight one or 
more points, and the horizontal lines show the change caused 
by moving the sight up or down. It contains directions for 
use and suggestions and instructions. 



BOOK DEPARTMENT. 
I C  

&le Jgent for the United S t a t e s  
! .  

FOR, THE OERMAN OFFICIAL ACCOUNT 
i 

OF THE 

Russo-Tapanese War 
J 1  

Authorized Translation By KARL VON DONAT. 

VOL I s ' T H E  YALU." (NIkr Apprndkes and Six Majs.) 
VOL IL--IWA-FAN-GOO." (Four A##erdices and EIcvcr Ma@.) 
VOL. III.-'*THE BATTLE OF LIAO-YAN." 
VOL 1V.-*'THE SCHA-HO." ( With VOf .  Of ~ M U ~ S . )  

.__ . .I ,. 

Volumes I, I1 and 111, 83.26 ea&, nef Volume IV, $4.00, each, Get. 
EUGB REES, Ltd., Londoo. 

O t T l i c  Best &count of this War yet f i b k & h e e o . ~  

S P E C I A L  AGENT 

-FOR+ 

Grant's Campaigns 
"THE WILDERNESS AND COLD HARBOR" 

BY C. F. ATKINSOh 
Liemtmatat Bitst Battallion, CYty of London (Royal Fusiliers.) 

Three Maps and Twenty-one Sketch Maps. 

HUGE pBBs Ltd, Inadon. PRICE, $2.00 

BOOK DEPARTMENT. -____-___ 

C A V A L R Y  S T U D I E S  
CI S T R A T E G I C A L  A N D  TACTICAL 

BY M A J O R G E N E R A L  DOUGLAS H A I G . C . V . 0 .  M.C. B. 

With Numerous Yaps aud Sketches, PRICE, $2.78. 

C A V A L R Y  I N  A C T I O N  
IN T H E  W A R S  OF THE F U T U F E  

Translated from the French by JOHN FORMBY. Late Lieuteoant. 
Colonel King's Regiment. With a Preface by Lieutenant-Genera) 
Sir JOHN FRENCH. 

PRICE, $200 

C A V A L R Y  O N  S E R V I C E  
Translated from the German of GILNBRAL V. PELET-NARBONNE 

by MAJOR D A .  LEGARD, Seventeenth Lancers. 

illustrated by the Advance of the German Cavalry across the Mosel in 1870 

PRICe, $2.78 

* 

- 

The Cavalry in the Russ~~Japanese War 
BY COUNT G U S T A V  WRANGEL, dusttian Cavalry. 

PRICE, $1.00 

The U. S. Cavalry Association is Special Agent for the above 
and other Military Works published by Hugh Rees, 

Ltd,  London. 



BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

Officers' Manual 
Tbr WHAT'S WHA? of the &y. 

By Cap- JAMES A. MOSS, aqth Infantry. 
I 

THIRD EDITION, REVISED AND ENLARGED 

I. 

a. 

WHAT has experience shown to be the best way to command a 
company. and also the best method d regulating the administration of a p t  7 

WHAT reports. returns. estimates and requisitions are rendered 
by, and what are the d duties of compcurp commarrdets. adjutants, quarter- - commiesaries, aides-de-camp. recruiting ofticer~, etc.? When am the 
reports mabmitted. what b h k  forms a m  used. wbat Army Regulation para- 
graph and War -ant orders bear on the subject. etc. ? 

WHAT are the & dutiw of company and other noncommissioned 
of&esrs? 

WHAT is the present orgpnization of the Army, and what is the 
wgning of such expressions as "Rank and File," "Field and SUE." "The 
Limo," ..Field Olkers." e-? 

WHAT does an officer do upon joining his regiment -bow does be 
repat for duty, what report does be make. etc ? 

W H I T  are the ucnstoms of the sapice." social and ofiicial? 

3. 

4 

5. 

6. 

-These and hundreds of other questions of a practical, worth- 
knowing nature are answered in *'OFFICERS' MANUAL." 

C 

The Pimt Edition (1600 Copies), Lasted Four Yonthe, 
uad the Second (86UM) Copies). Twelve Months. 

- 

Fo s d . b y p o u l l r . I I ~ ~ l a ~ u a i t o d ~ * A I u L . ,  
llle PLillPpleg ad me n0W.tl.n Wnads. 

GERERAL AGENCY: U. S. Cavalry Association, Ft. ~#nnrrtll, IM. 
PHIUPPIWE ABuloV: PIlt Exohw, Fort Wm. loKlnley. 

PRICE, $2.60, Poetpsld. 

BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

Adjutants, Quartermasters, 
Organization Commanders, 

Submit. your requisitions NOW 
-FOR- 

CA RD-SYSTE M 

" T I C K  L E R S " ~ ~~ ~ 

(With reference cards per the 1908 Army Regulations) 

The  Modern, up-to-date Card-System of All Large Commer- 
cial Concerns Adapted to the Rendition of Reports, 

Retutnfs, Estimates and Requisitions in 
the Army. 

b 

Designed by Captain JAS. A. MOSS, aqth Intcmtry. 

99 as well as separate cards per 100s A;my "TICKLERS, Regulations for those who already have 
"TICKLERS," are issued by the Q. M. D. like any other 
article of o5ce  furniture. (Cir. I, Q. M. G. O., '08, p. 75.) 

O E N W  Am:. TBE U. S. CAVALRY dssocIATION, 



i BOOK DEPARTMENT.  - 
" H O R S E S  A N D  R I D I N G "  

1 

BY EDWARD L. ANDERSON, 

-AUTHOR OF- 

"Modern Horsemanship," '*Curb Snafle and Spur." 

"Vice in the Horse," etc.. etc. 

-PUBLISHED BY- 

asavm ASSKIATIM, Fort leaveawerth hsal 

The Luw and Customs of 

i. R I a T  D U T Y  + 
A Guide for Military and Civil Officers. 

U. S. CAVALRY ASSOCIATION. Ft. Leavenworth, Kan. 

The Campaign of SantiaKo De Cuba 
In Three Volumes with Twelve Maps. 

PRICE FOR me SET, $5.00. 

By MAJOR H- H. SARGENT. SBCOND CAVALRY. U. S. A. 

w e  b the same Author: "hNAPAUTES' FlRST CAMPAIGN," and 
"CAMPnrCilc OF MAREmo." Rice $1.- each ' 

". . 

BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

Cavalry Tactics 

As Illustrated by the War of the Kebellion 

e T O O E T H  ER- 

With Many Interesting Facts '% 

Important for Cavalry to Know. 

h y  Captain ALONZO GRAY, Fourteenth Cavalry. 

P A R T  I .  

Part I of the above entitled book is now out. It is 
reported, by one of our highest military experts, to be the 
best work of its kind ever published. 

Tbis part will be issued bound in cloth or paper as de- 
sired so that those so &siring can have the two parts bound 
together when the second part is issued. 

Price, im Cloth. $1.50: Price. in Paper. $1.25, Postpaid. 
* .  



BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

Military Topography. 
A TEXT BOOK ON 

MAP READING, 
TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEY I NG, 
RAPID MILITARY SKETCHIXG, 

RECON N,USSA NC E RE POKTS. 
-BY- 

Captain C. 0 SHERRILL, C o r p s  of Engineers. U. S. Armv 
Instructor Department of Engineering at the Army Service Schools. 

350 pages, over I jo  plates, maps and drawnings. 
printed in large type and well bound in heavy cloth. 

IVell 

A practical work that can be readily understood by 
officers and non-commissioned officers who desire to perfect 
themselves in these important subjects. 

a 

Adopted as a Text Book at tbe Army Sorvke Scbools. 
-- 

BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

Military Memoirs of a Confederate 
BY GENERAL E. P. ALEXANDER. 

“The greatest of all books dealing with the Civil War.” 

A critical Military History of all the campaigns of the 

A m y  of Northern Virginia and also that of Chickamauga. in 

all of which the author was an active participant. 

Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York. Price, $4.00 

A Study in Troop Leading 
+-- A N D -4 

Managemen) of the Sanitary Service in War 

By MAJOR JOHN F. MORRISON, General Staff, U. S. A. 

MAJOR EDWARD L. MUNSON, Medical Corps, U. S. A. 
-AND - 

This book is intended to illustrate at ooce. under assumed conditions of 
battle, the leading of troops and the management of a sanitary service coiirdi- 
nate therewith, and thereby give some idea of the interdependent and de- 
tailed operations of the tactical aod sanitary mechanism of a large military 
unit in modern war. 

PRICE, BOUND IN CLOTH, 81.25, Not. 

Agents : The U, S. CAVALRY ASSOCIATION, Ft, ieatsaomt, b, 
i 



BOOK DEPARTMENT. --- 

JUST OFF THE PRESS! 

C A V A L R Y  I N  P E A C E  A N D  W A R  
BY GENERAL V. BERNHARDI. 

Translated by Major G. T. 31. Bridges, D. S. 0.. Fourth 
Dragoon Guards, with a Preface by General Sir John 
French, G. C. B.. G. C. V. 0. 

Autborizad Translatioo. prkc $2.2S, Postpaid. 

PaMsbed by tbe U. S. CAVALRY ASSOCIATION. Fort Leavenwortb, Kan, 

ENTRANCE 7 0  
W€ST POINT AND ANNAPOLIS 

Prof. B. n. BRUCE, 
The Army Coach and Soldler's Frlend 

Commlsslons from Army and Clvll M e .  
WULFEKUNLER BUILDING, Leavenworth. Kansas, U. S. A. 

The '' EXAMS" are held at Fort Iearmworth. Why not come to Leap- 
enworth to prrprre, where board. rooms and the cost of living is much cheaper 
than in the East? REFEREWCES : U. S. Amy Otilmare everywhere. 

Telephaws 126 Fruit, -me, Vegetables 

M. A. WOHLFROM, 
GROCER. 

. .- 

FORT TRADE SOLICITED. 

406 Shawnee st., 
LEAVENWORTH, KAN. 

Agent for 
FERNDELL CANNED O D &  

ESTABLISHED 1893. 

ROSENFIELD BROS. 
-- --KANSAS LEADING JEWELERS- 

Solicit Your Patronage. 

. DIAMONDS, WATCHES, JEWELRY *@ SILVER 
of the finest quality only. Prices Right 

WE CATER ESPECIALLY TO ARMY TRADE. 
LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS. 

H E R M X N  WITT, 
GROCER 

Phones 310 and 276. 504 Shawnee Street 

LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS. 

Fresh Vegetables and F u l l  every day in the tear. 

DAILY DELIVERY TO FORT. 

i d  
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ESTABLISEED 1846 INCORPORATED l9W 

W m  & L. E m  GURLEY, 
TROY, N. Y., U. S. A. 

LAROEST YANUFAOTUREW I N  AYERIOA OF 

Field Iastraments for Civil, Hydraulic @ 
Hining Engineers and h a d  Surveyors 

-ALSO DEAL- IN- 

The engraving shows the Batson SketrhingXaae designed for the 
use of Civil nnd Military Engineers and Surveyors in recnnnaiasance 
and topographiral rrurwvR. It wasgiven nn extensive and euccrseful 
trial in 1898 and 1899 in%uba and the Philippinecl, ns well 88 in the 
United States. 

T h b  instrument is a alnnll drawing-bonril. Iirrinp upon ita upper 
surface a moveable gra~lunted rirde. carrviiip n small nliclacle with 
scales, and at  one end of the bnnrd a compase and clinometer. 

A full descri tion of the useand adjustment of the Pketching- 
Case will be maiyed on application. 

Correspondence Is lnvlted from those w h o  are Interested 
In epeclal Instruments. a n d  prlces for  s u c h  work wlll be glven 
after a n  examlnat lon of the plane. - 

OUB LATEST ILLUSTBATED OATALOOUES AND 
PBIOC LIST MAILED OB APPLIOATIOIO. 

f 
1 
I ’  

I I 
I .  

DENSMORE HOTE’L 
KANSAS GITT, MO. 

EUROPEAN EUROPEAN 
PLAN PLAN 
Q- 0- 

$1.00 $1 .oo 
to to 
$2 00 $2.00 

Per Day Per Day 

Offers every accomodation and comfort to the Officers and Wives 
RATES MODERATE JAMES KETNER. 

Manager. 

ESTABLISHED 1018 

NEW YC-7K. 

Fine Uniforms for Officers of the United States Army. 
(;entlemen’s Furnishing Goods. 

4 Boots:and Shoes. 
CCivilian Clotbing, HeadyAlade and Made=to=Measur~. .‘ Hiding Suits and Breeches. English Eats. 

Haberdashery and Leather Goods. 

. ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE MAILED ON REQUEST. 
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Special Features embodied i n  t 
Arm which will appeal to you : 

TEN SHOTS-Double the n u m -  
ber i n  a n  ordinary rc'rolvcr, :rnd 

*gJ 
t w o  more than other automatics. 

ACCURACY- ' I ' he  only iiuto- 
matic which lockn nt the breech 
while the bullet traverses the biirrel, 
ineuring extreme accuracy. is well 
a@ treedoill tioiii fouling. 

SIMPLICITY - Fewer part* t Iia n o r  lier a u t 0111 11 t im. Coni 1' I c tcl y 

SAFETY -Breec h a u to mat ica I l y lock ed t i  11 ri 1 1  g t It c ti ni c of din- 
Cunnot he tired u11le3- ttw trigccr iz pulled. 

dismount8 by hnnd, without (lie aid of tool*. 

charre. 
Safkty porlitireiy locks i t  npuiiict d id t a rye .  

SPECIFICATIONS: 
Caliber 33. Send for dewriptire circular 
Capacity ot Magazine. 10 @hot#. and book let, 6 .  Tlie Te 11 derfot 'a 

Turn," regarding t h i s  arm, Length of Barrel 33 i n .  
Length of Barrel 63 in. 
Fi ninh, fu  i I blued. wtiicli cootitins much iotereat- 
Weight 19 02. i rig i n formirt ion. -- 

Also Manufacturers of well-known Savage High Power Repeating Rifles. 
CaIIBera 303, 30-30. 25-35, 32-40 end 38-55, e8 well a8 22 Caliber 

Repeatera and Slngle Shots. 

Handsome Illustrated Catalogue sen t  upon request. 
0 

. .  

t 

J . .  
i 
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T H E  

UNITED STATES CAVALRY 
ORGANIZED NOVEMBER 

O F F I C E R S .  

ASSOCIATION, 
9, 1885. 

PRESIDENT, 
MAJOR GENERAL W I L L I A M  H. CARTER, U. S. A. 

CAPT~IN FARRAND SAYRE, E~GHTH CAVALRY. 

LIEUT. COLONEL EZRA 8. FULLER, U. S. A.. Retired. 

VI< E- t  RESIDENT, 

SECRETARY AND TREASURER, 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

Lieutenat  Colonel EZRA B. FCLLBR, Retired. 
Captain FARBARD SAYRE, 8th Cavalry. 

Captnin STsPrinr H. ELLiom, 11th Cavalry. 
Captain W r L L r a ~ r  T. JOHSITON, 15th Cavalry. 

Captain LR R. ELTISGE, 15th Cavalry. 
Caplain STCART HEINTZELYAS, 6th Cavalry. 

Captain ROGER S. FITCH, 2d Cavalry. 

SUB-COUNCI L. 

Mkjor LLOYD M. BRETT, 1st Cavalry. 8 
Captain Joax T. SAXCR, 213 Cavalry. 

Captain T€lEoDORE B. TAYLOR, 3d Cavalry. ......................................... 4th Cavalry. ........................................ 5th Cavalry. 
Captain Jonr W. FURWNG. 6th Cavalry. 

Captain J4wee C. RHRA, 7tb Cavalry. 
Capbin MALYERN-HILL BARXLW, 8th Cavalry. 

.......................... ......, 9th Cavalry. 
Captain Wxurrr H. HAY, 10th Cavalry. 

Captain XEBBEBT A. WEITB, 11th Cavalry. 
Captain J. W. CRAIG, lZth Cavalry. ........................ ........, 13th Cavalry. ........................ ........, 14th Cavalry. 

Captin F. C. MARSHALL, 16th Cavalry. 

I 
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AMERICAN OFFICERS AT SAUMUR. 

Bv MAJOS GSNERAL WILLIAM H. CARTER, U. S. ARMY. 
c 

0 M E  eight or ten years ago our Military Attach6 in Paris s sent a most interesting and accurate description of the 
celebrated cavalry school at Saumur, France, to the War De- 
partment, and it was published in part, or whole, in the CAVALRY 
JOURNAL. Having been afforded the privilege of seeing the insti- 
tution later on, in company with Lieutenant General R. S. Badeo 
Powell, Inspector General, British Cavalry, I found that in my 
official report I could do no better than refer to Major Mott's 
account of the establishment and of the results accomplished 
there. 

After personal observation my only amazement was that we, 
of this generation, should have been left so long in ignorance of 
what our allies of the Revolution were accomplishing in horse- 
manship and the study of hippology generally. But we had only 
rediscovered Saumur. Our forbears, nearly threequarters of a 
century ago, had already become cognizant of the high quality 
of training of man and horse at Saumur, and out of it came much 
of the esprit de corps of the old Dragoons in particular, and of 
the American Cavalry in general. 

Many years ago when reading General Rodenbough's pleas- 

1 .  .--.---- -c . ., 
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ing tales, entitled “Uncle Sam’s Medal of Honor,” my attention 
was attracted by a statement, in a chapter devoted to the Second 
Dragoons, that General Twiggs, a thorough tactician himself, 
“did not hesitate to place himself in the ranks of the officers for 
instruction in the sabre and lance exercises, and in the true 
method of intoning the voice in giving commands, under the 
newly arrived officers, Captain L. J. Beall and Lieutenant W. J. 
Hardee, from the Cavalry School at Saumur.” I made a note of 
this a d  after my own visit to France determined to follow the 
matter up, if possible. 

So far as can be determined from the data now available, 
the first American officers to receive the advantage of instruction 
at Samnur were three lieutenants detailed from the First 
Dragoons by the following order : 

AD JUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE. 
& 

WASHINGTON, August 9th, 1839. 
Lt. W. Earth, xst Dragoons. 
Lt. H .  S. Turner, 1st Dragoons. 
Lt. Philip KeJmey, 1st Dragoons, 

New York. 

Sir:-The Acting Secretary of War directs that you pro- 
ceed to France without dehy in pursuance of the understanding 
with, a d  for the objects made known to you by the Department. 
The Quarter Master’s Department has been instructed to furnish 
the necessary transportation. 

I am, sir, &c., 
E. SCEIRIVER, 

A.  A.  General. . Same six months later the period of instruction was extend- 
ed for the two years’ course by the following order: 

ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE. 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 3d, 1839. 
Lt. W .  Ellstis, xst Dragoons. 

tt 2 K y  , France. 1st Dragoons. 

Sir:-By irection of the Secretary of War, you are hereby 
informed that he period of your continuance at the Military 

Tlcmer, x s t  Dragoons. 
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School at Saumur, France, has been extended to the first of April, *- 
1841, as recommended by Genera! deBrach, the Commandant of 
the ’Ecole Royale de CavaleriC. On the close of the course of . 
instruction, at the time above specified, you will proceed to the 
United States and report at the headquarters of the Army. 

I am, sir, kc., 
R. JONES, 

Ad jutant General. 

. 
‘ 

It is remarked that the Commandant at that period was 
General de Brach, whose splendid book on the service of cavalry 
was translated by General C. C. C. Carr, United States Army, 
while on duty at the Infantry and Cavalry School as head of the 
Department of C a v a l r y k h i s  volume has not lost its value and 
attractiveness to young cavalrymen who aspire to perfect them- 
selves in the manifold duties of their army as well as in the 
stratagems and devices of the old campaigners-the little things 
which in the aggregate spell success. 

While Lieutenants Eustis, Turner and Kearney were st i l l  
undergoing the course, three other officers were selected-two 
being those mentioned in connection with General Twiggs-and 
sent to Saumur under the following orders: 

ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE. 

WASHINGTON, November 30th, 1840. 
Cap. L. J .  Beail, t d  Dragoons, 

New York. 
xst Lt. W .  J .  Hardee, zd Dragoons, 

Washington. 
2d Lt. W .  I .  Newton, rd Dragoons. 

Washington. 
Sir :-You will proceed without delay to Saumur, in France, 

for the purpose of receiving professional instruction at the Cav- 
alry School at that place You will be permitted to remain at the 
institution f o r  twelve months. 

The special instructions for your guidance, it is understood, 
have been communicated by the Secretary of War. I am, sir, 

Very respectfully your obedient servant, 
R oargs, 

A d  jutant d&eral. 
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In those days our cavalry force was small, consisting of only 
the First and Second Dragooas, organized in 1833 and 1836, 
mpectively. As new regimen& were formed, the Mounted Rifle- 
men in 1846, and the First and Second Cavalry in 1855, officers 
from the Dragoons were promoted into the new regiments and, 
&us, the whole cavalry service, prior to the Civil War, became 
imbued with the code of ethics which had characterized the. 
Dagoons and had been the means of upbuilding a splendid esprit 
ds corps. And this, too, continued in 1861 when, similarly; offi- 
cers selected for their known ability were promoted from the 
old regiments to the Sixth, the only regiment of regular cavalry 
organized during the Civil War. 

There were many martinets in the old days, but those still 
in the service, who touched elbows with the generation of the 
old Dragoons, render full homage to their ability and devotion 
to the cavalry arm. It  is true that youngsters found the groom- 
ing at morning and evening stables, never less than an hour, some- 
what tedious, but when the old type of Dragoon sergeant, usually 
with an Irish accent, said, “Cease grooming,” the fingers of a 
white glove could scarce turn a speck of dust from glossy coats. 
Things have changed and doubtless we are progressing in provid- 
ing equipments that require no polishing, but the horse has not yet 
been sired that does not look more proud of mien, as a trained 
charger, with a well groomed coat. But lest a reminiscent mood 
lead to pastures old, let us bear witness to the good influence of 
the French Cavalry School on early American Cavalry and 
indulge the hope that those young graduates of our own modest 
but rapidly growing School of Equitation at Fort Riley, who may 
be honored with the privilege of attending Saumur in the future, 
will not only accredit themselves well, but bring back to their 
own service something of value to justify the government in 
seeking such gracious favors of a friendly nation. 

Before taking leave of this subject it may be proper to 
remark that in all probability the system of “Cavalry Tactics, 
adapted to the organization of dragoon regiments,” published by 
authority of the War Department dated February 10, 1841, was 
taceaMe to the knoMed&acquired by the dragoon officers who 
attended Salrmur from 1839 to 1841. However, this was not the 
first system of cavalry tactics in our army, for, many years before 
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any of the present regular cavalry regiments were organized, a 
board was appointed to prepare a system of cavalry drill, always 
designated tactics until just prior to the War with Spain. The 
First Dragoons,-crs has been previously stated, was organized in 
1833. The report of the board was submitted with the following 
letter of transmittal: 

WASHINGTON, December 11, 1826. 
Sir:-The Board of Officers assembled at this city, under 

your orders of October 5, 1826, among other purposes, to report 
“A CompIete System of Cavdry Tactics,” Lave now the honor 
to submit, through its Recorder (Lieutenant Eakin), the annexed 
sheets. 

WINFIELD SCOTT, 
Maj. Ceta. and Pres. of the Board. 

T. CADWALADER, 
Maj. Cen. Penn. Militia. 
WM. H .  SUMNEB, 
Adj.  Gen. Massachusetts. 
BEVERLY DANIEL, 

Adj.  Cen. of the Militia, N .  C.  
ABRM. EUSTIS, 

Lieutenant Col. 4th ArtiIlery. 
2. TAYLOR, 

Lt.  Co2. rst Reg. U. S. Infantry. 
E. CUTLER, 

Liet&krurnt Coloncl 3d Infantry. 
CHARLES J. NORSE, 

U. S. A. 

a 

To the Secretary of War. 
This report is rather remarkable as indicating that the much- 

talkedof bringing together of the regulars and national guard in 
recent years was an accomplished fact in 1826, when militia 
officers served with regulars as members of a board to prepare 
a system of tactics for both cavalry and infantry. There is 
always much to learn from the records of those who have gone 
before us in the task of upbuilding and perfecting our military 
system, and those who would construct today, in the cavalry or. 
elsewhere, should without fail acquaint themselves with the 
foundation problems solved by their forebears. 



THE MILITARY SEAT IN THE FLAT SADDLE. 

BY F-T LIEWANT GORDON JOHNSTON, SEVENTH CAVALRY. 

Y seat will be meant the pose of the rider, the position of B the legs ad,carriage of the body, as well as the actual 
point of contact with the saddle. 

There are various seats in the so-called English or flat 
saddle used for various purposes. There are, for instance, the 
flat racing, steeplechasing, cross country, park and riding hall 
seats. Some first class riders vary but slightly, while others 
equally good make most decided changes. The latter class 
would probably shorten their stirrups two holes from the park 
or riding hall seat for cross country work or jumping, and 
probably two more for flat racing, with corresponding changes in 
the pose of the body. There are good reasons for all these 
changes, but that again would carry us a bit wide. While it is 
true rhat the mounted officer may on occasion, either in line of 
duty or for sport, be called on to avail himself of one or the 
other of these forms and should have them at his command, 
this paper will limit the subject to that form most cotnmonly 
used, the park or riding hall or marching seat, whatever you 
choose to call it. 

Not only do the forms of seats vary, but for any one seat 
consider for a moment the infinite assortment of figures of 
riders. Look at any group of riding men, hunters, racing men, 
or officers, and one glance will convince the observer that it 
would be impossible or even absurd to attempt to prescribe ex- 
actly one seat for all. Furthermore, the conformation of 
horses differs immensely, and the saddle itself presents some 
dif'tihllties to any one prescribed form of seat. 

Three years of observation and experiment at The 
Mounted Service school have brought the conviction that there 
is no shorter cut to defining a good seat than to acquiring one. 
Two things are certain, however, that there are certain under- 

.-- 

MILITARY SBA T IN Mi3 PLA T SADDLE. 1)8 

lyiw principles which hold good in every case, and that good 
seats are productive of good results, while bad ones as surety 
produce the opposite. - 

So, the attempt will be made to overcome the many diScul- 
ties by approaching the subject from these two directions. 
Given the principles to which one must conform and a clear 
idea of what are the good and bad results coming from good 
or bad seats, and there is no reason why the intelligent and 
persevering rider. may not fmd his own way to the very best 
seat possible for his particular build. The most important 
principle is that of balance. When the center of gravity of the 
rider coincides with that of the horse, then 'both are in bal- 
ance for that particular gait and pace. The rider is in bal- 
ance when he maintains his position without improper assist- 
ance, as from the reins, and remains in equilibrium with a 
minimum of friction, pressure or grip of the legs. Assistance 
may be required to restore the balance or maintain it during 
violent or unexpected movements of the horse, of course. 
When horse and rider are thus in balance, the rhythm or 
cadence and pace at any gait remain constant and regular. 
Every departure of the rider from this balance is an aid or in- 
dication to the horse for a change, as his constant endeavor is 
to maintain this balance also. For instance, the jockey who 
climbs out on the horse's neck, thus throwing his center of 
gravity in front of that of his horse, is giving a powerful 
driving aid. Similarly, the-polo player throws his weight 
violently to the rear to check his pony in full speed. Most im- 
portant of all, however, is that work, for both horse and rider, 
is accomplished with a minimum expenditure of energy. 
Therefore, from this point of view, a good seat is one which 
permits the rider to remain in balance with his horse or to de- 
part from it intentionally at will. 

Another principle involved is that of communication. The 
great problem of horsemanship is the establishment of per- 
fect harmony and mutual understanding between horse and 
rider. We have seen that in the balance of the rider lies a 
means of communication which the horse understands perfectly 
from the natural laws which govern his movements. Here 
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we have driving and retarding aids as well as those for changes 
of dhction I-  

where t& calf of the leg comes in contact with the sides of 
the horse at the rear edge of the girth. 'With stiff hard 
leather betweea horse and rider at all points of contact, there 
can never be a fine feeliq established. This is the most 
natural point, and, in fact, the only one where signals and in- 
dications may freely pess from one to the other. It is here that 
the rider taps the outex layer of muscles covering the frame. 
He feels the preparatory movement which a horse must always 
make prior to any execution, thus receiving fair warning. The 
f a m e  expands and contracts at every stride, and he may de- 
crease that expansion by pressure of the calf and give an indi- 
cation for  decreasing the stride; or, similarly, he may increase 
the contraction and thus extend the expansion and get more 
action. That isn't hard for a horse to understand. Obedient 
to the laws of action and reaction on muscles, he may act 
directly on the haunches with calf or spur, giving again natural 
aids. Furthermore, he controls here the lateral displacement 
of the haunches and sends the horse straight between the reins 
without disturbing his balance or the rest of his seat, as the 
case would be if the lower leg were thrust out to the front or 
held away from the sides. So there are good reasons for as- 
suming such a seat as will allow the calf of the leg to rest 
lightly at the rear edge of the girth, a point of communication, 
an outpost against surprise, and a central station. 

In  accordance with these principles, people who have in- 
telligently pursued the business or art of riding for several 
hundred years have found that the upper body should be held 
erect, without stiffness, for the secret of balance lies in sup- 
pleness, or slightly inclined from the waist to the front or rear 
or side wise, as occasion may demand; the shoulders allow a 
natural chest.expansion; the upper arms fall naturally near the 
side, elbows fairly close to the body; the weight of the body 
is borne about half on the crotch and half on the two seat 
bones (a wide base of support), and over the center of the 
saddle, thus utilizing the entire bearing surface equally; the 
legs drop easily around the horse, maintaining contact at least 

.. - -  

The next pbre at which OOIlllPUPiCatioP is established is 
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to the calf, where it rests at the rear edge of the girth; the 
toes turned out enough to allowdhe leg contact and the ball of 
the foot on the stirrup tread, heel slightly lower than the toe. 

This merely outlines the normal seat and there are infinite 
variations, made necessary by the conformation of the rider. 
A bow-legged man, for instance, could maintain an easy leg 
contact with the feet parallel to the horse's side, whereas a knock- 
kneed rider would be forced to turn the toes out at right angles 
to accomplish the same result. 

I t  is, however, by results that a good seat is known, and 
these are reflected in the horse. The.genera1 indications that all 
is not well with the horse are as follows: Mouth, tightly closed 
and jaw stiff; mouth, opened wide or attempting to take the 
lower branches of the bit in the teeth; tongue rolled over the 
mouth-piece and thrust from side to side or balled up back of 
it ; eyes rolling nervously and indicating mental uneasiness ; ears 
laid back from time to time, and not attentive to surroundings; 
head, unsteady, tossed up and down, jerked from side to side, 
chin turned in close, or nose extended too much ; neck stiff and 
muscles contracted ; back, bucked up ; tail. switching nervously ; 
gait, irregular with hop steps or jerky action behind; haunches 
turned to one side or the other, or frequently shifted instead of 
going straight ahead. These signs are not always indications 
of bad riding, but bad riding will certainly be exhibited in one 
or the other of these forms. The reverse, or, in some cases 
the absence of them, indicates good riding. 

The general indications of bad riding from observation 
of the rider are somewhat as follows: Toes pointed downward 
to hold the stirrup; ankle stiff and lacking springiness, lower 
leg wide of the horse and swinging excessively back and 
forth, or out and in, or thrust forward of the girth; daylight 
under the knees and too much shifting of the knee on the 
skirt at any gait; leg gripping the horse continually; seat too 
far back toward the cantle or not in the center of the saddle; 
seat rolling from side to side or shuttling back and forth or 
leaving the saddle at any time except when rising to the trot; 
seat, touching the saddle twice in quick succession when rising 

t t o  the trot instead of a clean regular lift from the same 
diagonal at each stride; seat too much on the crotch or too 

. 
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much tucked under; waist stiff instead of being pliant and 
up the motion of the horse, thus permitting steadiness 

of seat and shoulders; back contracted; shoulders constrained, 
d e d ,  or rising and f a l l i i  too much; arms stiff with el- 
bows bobbing; hands, unsteady. 

Good 
hands are independent of the rest of the rider, almost detached 
one might say. No matter what motions the body may be 

They measure the rein which 
the ,horse must fill, they set a bit so steadily that a horse will 
go on it with confidence and bend his jaw to it with easy 
flexions. Such hands come only from perfect balance which, 
in turn, comes from the good seat. Lacking good hands, the 
remedy must be sought in the seat. Balance of the horse, 
evenness of gait, cadence and tempo and general effect of 
steadiness can only be maintained by good hands. 

A few tests will be given by which the correctness of seat 
and hands may be determined by each rider for himself. 

I. Assuming a seat in which the rider feels comfortable 
and secure and conforming roughly to the principles outlined 
above, put the horse at a free trot. Rising to it, the rider drops 
the reins and, continuing to rise, observes if the  hands can be 
placed and held steadily in their place, say, a hand-breadth above 
the withers. He may vary this by placing them on the thigh 
or waist, or by extending the arms to the sides or to the front 
and noting if any of the signs of bad riding, as stated above, 
are evidenced in the leg, seat, or body. 

The same at a gallop (reins tied and dropped on the 
neck) but particularly trying to keep the seat steadily in the 
same place, taking up the motion of the horse in the waist and 
back without gripping with the leg. Attempt to increase and 
decrease the pace slightly by the balance aids. Try this until 
all indications of faults in horse and rider are eliminated, 

Either in a chute or on the longe take a small jump, 
say 3 feet 6 inches, again without reins but with stirrups. Here 
the faults of the rider are most clearly shown. If the seat re- 
mainS easily in the saddle, no daylight showing under it, no 
pounding of the saddle; the legs in place and upper body not 
faillg forward on the neck of the horse at landing,\* rider 
m Y  begin to h o p  that he will soon be able to sit his jumps 

. - .  

But the best result of a good seat is.good hands. 

. making the hands are steady. 

11. 

111. 
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smoothly and let the reins slide through the fingers instead of 
holding on to the horse’s head. Nine-tenths of the spills at 
jumps come from bad hands, and even when a. horse makes a 
mistake if he can have a free head and neck he will pull out of 
it a thousand times better than otherwise. To sit still and let 
the reins slide to the buckles, when the timber is crashing 
under the horse, is just about the best evidence of a perfect 
seat that can be given. 

Same as test 111, except that two jumps are placed 
about ten feet apart or so that the horse must make a double. 
When this is executed in good form, with stirrups and with07 

In jumping without reins the hands should be placed on 
the thighs close to the body, thumbs to the rear, or with the 
finger tips touching the withers. 

At Hanover the final test is a course of three jumps about 
ten feet apart without reins.and a course through a chute over 
a variety of stiff jumps with the lance held horizontally at arms 
length above the head. 

During these tests the rider will infallibly find the proper. 
length of stirrup and the most secure seat which his figure 
permits. 

The greatest difficulty in acquiring a good seat and good 
hands comes from stiffness or contraction. This may come from 
gripping tightly with the legs, or holding the reins too hard, 
or from nervousness and a feeling of insecurity. Men who have 
ridden a long time in the AlcClellan saddle thrust the leg to the 
front and sit to the cantle end of the saddle with stiff backs and 
excessive shoulder action. 

The tests should be tried gradually and progressively, ac- 
quiring a satisfactory proficiency in one before proceeding to 
another. Of course, a steady, old horse would be used for 
this work. 

The writer is fully aware of the many deficiencies of this 
article, but feels that a start must be made somehow, and hopes 
that some other may succeed in covering the ground more 
concisely and witb greater clearness. 

I n  any case, the intelligence of the rider must be appealed 
to and logically satisfied before those who are not born riders 
may hope to acquire proficiency. 

i IV. 

reins, the rider may feel reasonably sure of his seat. ’”\ 



A CRITICISM OF OUR CAVALRY DRILL 
3 REGULATIONS.*--Continued. 

By H. H. SARGENT. MAJOR Swm, CAV-Y. 
Author of “Napoleon Boaaparte’s First Campaign.’’ “The Gmpaign of 

M-” d “Tbc Campaisn of Santiago de Cuba.” 
~ 

N an article entitled, “A Criticism of Our Cavalry Drill R e g  I ulations,” in the CAVALRY JOURNAL for July, 1910, I stated 
that, “It may be laid down as a general principle, applicable to all 
commands consisting of three parts, or which should consist of 
three parts, that the first part should tell w h t  is to be done 
and the second how to do it.” And I added that, “If this prin- 
ciple were followed in our drill regulations, the commands would 
be more easily and quickly comprehended by the subordinate 
ofkers, and be more easily remembered by the regimental or 
squadron commander, for he would not then have to burden 
his mind with remembering in each case which part of the com- 
mands should be uttered first. If he wished to throw his com- 
mand into line of fours, he would not have to hesitate and try 
to remember whether he should say, 1. Line of fours, 2. On 
(such) troop, (See 787), or 1. On (such) troop, 2. Line of 
fours, (See 629). He would begin with, Line of fours in both 
cases, thus telling first w W  wus to be done, and follow it with, 
On (such) troop, thus telling, secondly, the method of doing 
it.” 

It is the purpose in this article to extend somewhat the dis- 
cussion and to point out how the principle above set forth may 

application to different parts of commands will enable us to de- 

of their arrangement. 

I apply in the analysis of practically all commands, and how its 

termine the proper number of these parts and the proper order l 

* N ~ d e r s  in parclltheses nfa to of the CavalrJr ~egub-  
h 1909. TO S h C f y  the disarssion. most of the commands are here given 
for a movcmenttosnly OM flank 
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It may be stated as a general mth that the commands for 
any movement of a squad, platoon, troop, squadron, of &- 
merit consist, or should consist, of three parts, each of which is 
either expressed or understood. The 6rst part tells, or should 
tell, wha# wwwenmt  is  to be d e ;  the second part tells, or 
should kll, the t m m e ~  of mrrkilog it; and the third part, the 
command of execution, tells w k  it is to be& As a rule no 
more than three parts are needed, for when you are told what 
is to be do* and the way of d o d b  it and the time to beghe 
nothing more is necessary. 

In many oommands, especially in the simpler ones applicable 
to squads, platoons, and troops, the first part, the part which 
should tell what is to be done, is omitted. For example, being in 
l i e  and wishing to form column of fours (478), the commands 
are, 1. Fours right, 2. MARCH. In this case, the part which 
should tell w b t  we wish to do is omitted, but it is nevertheless 
understood; for what we wish to do is to form the line into 
coliunns of fours. Hence it is clear that if all the parts were 
expressed the commands would be, 1. Column of fours, 2. Fours 
right, 3. MARCH. In  passing, it may be remarked that in this 
case, and in many others, the first part of the commands is prop  
erly omitted, since it is wholly unnecessary to the execution of 
the movement and since its omission simplifies and shortens the 
commands. 

Or take another example. Being in line to march in col- 
umn c f platoons to the front (493). the commands are, 1. Rigkt 
by platoons, 2. MARCH. Here again the first part is properly 
omitted, but is nevertheless understood. With all three parts 
expressed the commands for this movement would be, 1. Cot 
u m  of phtoorcs, 2. Right by pldoons, 3. MARCH. 

Or take the commands, 1. Rig& f m a r d ,  2. Fours right, 
3. MARCH. (478), which are given in the drill regulations as 
the proper commands for forming the troops into column’of 
fours to the front from line Here, too, the first part of the 
commands, namely, Column of fours, is omitted. But it will be 
noted that the second part of the commands, which should con- 
sist of but one part, namely, 1. Right f m d J  fmrs rigkt, con- 
sists of two, namely, 1. Right forornwd, 2. Fours right. Htme, 
in this case, if the first part be omitted, as it should be, the com- 
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d s  property written wwld be, 1. Rig& forpoord, fours right, 
?. -E. 

As to the Omission of the second part, which tells, or should 
teIl, how the movement is made, there are a few cases in which 
h is omitted. And it may be added that when it is omitted, or 
m y  properly be omitted, it is because there is only one way de- 
scribed of executing the movement and, therefore, this part be- 
comes supexiluans and unnecessary. 

Take, 'for example, the commands, 1. Close column, 2. 
& R C H .  (643). Here the first command tells what is to be 
&ne, bat the command telling the manner in which it is to be 
done is omitted. Written in full the commands would be, 1. 
Close colucnlr, 2. On first troop, 3. MARCH. But since there is 
only one method laid down for closing the column, since it is 
always closed on the first troop, the second part of the com- 
ma& becomes superfluous and unnecessary and is therefore 
omitted. 

Or take, for example, the commands, 1. Take fdl distance, 
2. MARCH. ( 6 4 5 ) .  Here, as in the previous example, the com- 
mand telling how the movement is to be made is omitted. Writ- 
ten in full, the commands for the execution of the movement 
from a halt would be, 1. T d e  fd distance, 2. First troop for- 
ZQold. 3. MARCH. But since there is only one way to take full 
distance, namely, of taking it from the front to the rear of the 
troops suaxssively, the second part of the commands becomes 
s a p e ~ u o u s  and unnecessary and is therefore omitted. 

Again, for example, the regiment being in line and the 
colonel, wishing to form double column of fours, commands, 1. 
Double C O ~ M  of fours, 2. MARCH. (799). Here, again, the 
second part of the mmmads, the Center foroua*d, is omitted 
because it is unaecessary, there being no other way described of 
forming a double Catmnn of fours. It is therefor proper 'that it 
should be omitted, and we might add, in passing, that it might 
better as0 have bcen omitted in the commands for the squad- - (-)- 

Again, t a k  the case of a troop obliquing to the right by 
heads of platoo~~, to form d u m p  of fours. The commands 
are, 1. C h s  of fours, 2. On fisf flutoon, 3. MARCH. (514). 
h this case we have id1 three parts of the commands written out, 

6w 

but it should be noted that the second part might properly be 
emitted, since there is no other way described for exe~rrting the 
movement than for the first platoon to begin it. And, similarly, 
in the oblique to the left, the second part, On fourth platom, 
ih$ht properly be omitted, since there is no other way described 
for executing the movement than for the fourth platoon to be- 
gin it. And, in this connection, it may be remarked that all 
unnecessary parts of comEands in our drill regulations should 
be omitted, not only because they are unnecessary, which in itself 
must be a sufficient reason to all persons, but also because their 
omission shortens and invariably simplifies the commands. 

Before taking up another example, it should perhaps be 
pointed out that in the examples just cited the "on" is improp 
erly used, just as it is improperly used in forming column of 
fours from mass (637), and in forming echelon from line 
(516). In each of these cases the movement is not made on the 
first platoon or on the first troop, but is made in part by the first 
platoon or by the first troop. 

Then again, there are a few cases in which the first part of 
the commands is omitted and the second part used, that would 
be greatly simplified if the reverse process were followed. For 
example: being in column of fours to form column of twos or 
column of troopers (326 and 327), t commands are, 1. By 
PSOS, 2. MARCH or, 1. By trooper, 2. ARCH. Or being in col- 
umn of twos to form column of fours or column of troopers 
(328 and 327), the commands are, 1. Form forsrs, 2. MARCH or, 
I .  By t v o o p ,  2. MARCH. Or being in column of troopers, to 
form column of fours or column of twos (329), the commands 
are, 1. Form fours, 2. MARCH or, 1. Form twos, MARCE. 

Now if all three parts of each of these six commands were 
written out, they would be:- 

1. Column of twos, 2. By twos, 3. MARCH. 
I.  Column of troopers, 2. BY trooper,'3. MARCH. 
1. Colmn of fours, 2. Form fours, 3. MARCH. 
1. Column of troopers, 2. By  trooper, 3. MARC=. 

1. Colrrnrn of twos, 2. F w m  twos, 3. MARCH. 
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"And since there is but one way described of making each of 
these movements, the second part of each of the commands 
might well be omitted, if the first part should be found prefer- 
able. In the fwst place, why should the command be written By 
fwos in one case and By troope~, instead of By troopers, in the 
other case? for surely what we are forming is not a column of 
trooper, but a column of troopers. 

secondly, why should Fom, be used in one case and By in 
the other? since in both cases a column is formed. It would 
certainly seem that in these examples, if the second parts of the 
commandg are to be used, the use throughout of the one form 
or the other would be preferable; for the use of both makes the 
commands faulty, in that it necessitates remembering at all times 
which of the two forms must be used in a particular case. And 
this naturally leads to confusion and errors, for although the 
commander will probably never forget that Form is to be used 
in one case and By in the other, he will be very apt soon to for- 
get in which particular case the one or the other form of com- 
mand is to be used. And as a result he will very probably find 
himself time and again forming column of twos from column 
of fours by the commands, 1. Form twos, 2. MARCH ; or column 
of twos from column of troopers by the commands, 1. By twos, 
2. MARCH. 

But why, indeed, should he be required to tax his mind 
with remembering either? If he wishes to form his column of 
fours into column of twos, why not say, 1. Column of twos, 2. 
MARCH? or to form his column of fours into column of troop- 
ers, why not say, 1. Column of troopers, 2. MARCH? or  to form 
his column of twos into cdumn of fours, why not say, 1. Cot- 
umn of fours, 2. MARCH? or to form his column of twos into 
column of troopers, why not say, 1. Column of troopers, 2. 
MARCH? or to form his column of troopers into column of 
fours, why not say, ,1. Column of fours, 2. MARCH? or to form 
his column of troopers into column of twos, why not say, 1. 
Column of fwos, 2. MARCH? Indeed, if this simple method 
were followed in these cases, it would not be necessary for him 
to tax his mind with remembering anything; for, knowing what 
he wants done, he would aimply state that as his first command 
and add the command MARCH. 
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Mow in a few cases ,we have two movements covered by one 
set of commands. For example, to retire in lime of fours from 
line (W), the commands are, 1. Fours right, 2. Troops, 3. Cob 
umn rlght, 4. MARCH. As we may have a compound sentence 
made up of simple sentences, 50 in this example, and other sim- 
ilar examples, we have a compound set of commands made up of 
simple sets of commands. And as each compound sentence can 
be easily resolved into its simple sentences and each simple sen- 
tence into its subject and predicate, 50 each compound set of com- 
mands can be easily resolved into its simple sets of commands 
and each simple set into its three parts either expressed or tl11- 
d e r s t d .  In this example the two simple sets of cogunands 
written out in all their parts would be: 

1. Column of fours, 2. Fours right, 3. M-A~cH. 
1. &.e of f o w f l r o o p s ;  column right, 3. MARCH. 

' 

Now khtK6sake of brevity and simplicity the first part of 
each set m y  be stricken out, leaving the commands to read as 
follows, 1. Fours right, 2. MARCH. 1. TTOO~S; column right, 2. 
MARCH. But as we wish to make of this one contimrous move- 
ment and not two separate movements; or, in other words, as we 
wish the column right to begin at the moment the fours com- 
plge their turn; and as this cannot be done if wecutter the first 
MARCH, the iirst MARCH is therefore omitted, and the commands 
properly written would then read, 1. Fours Fight, 2. Troops; 
column right, 3. MARCH. 

To the commands as corrected in the above example, the 
criticism might be made that Troops should form a separate 
part, since, after uttering it, there should frequently be a pause 
to allow the trumpeter time for sounding the drill signal. The 
reply is that the matter can be easily regulated by the punctua- 
tion. A colon or semi-colon after T r ~ s  would indicate that a 
pause is allowable no less effectivwthan would a comma and a 
number after the word. 

As to the third part of the commands, the command of ex- 
ecution, it can never be omitted, for without it there can be no 
movement. 

Now bearing in mind that the commands for a movement 
of troops should consist of three parts, each of which is either 
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expressed or understood; that the first part, when uttered, should 
tell wW movemum is to be executed; that the second part, 
when utbered, should tell kour it is to be executed; and that the 
third part, which is always uttered, should tell when it iC to be- 
girt; and applying this simpfe system of writing commands to 
the commands 'in our cavalry drill regulations, we shall be able 
to eliminate therefrom many errors, inconsistencies, and absurd- 
ities. 

* 

The application of this system would change, 
1. I n  column of fours, 2. Assenrble, 3. MARCH. (401) to 
1. Assemble, 2. In column of fours, 3. MARCH. 
1 Right forward, 2. Fours right, 3. MARCH. (478) to 
1. Right forward, fours right, 2. M a c H .  
1. Platootw, 2. Right forward, 3. Fours right, 4. MARCH. 

1. Platoons; right fommrd, fours right, 2. MARCH. 
1. Right front into line, 2. Platoon columns of foursJ-3. 

1. Line of platoon columns of fours, 2. Right front, 3. 

1. On right into line, 2. Platoon colurntis of fours, 3. 

1. Line of platoon colrrmns of fours, 2. On the right, 3. 

1. Platoons, 2. Right front into line, 3. MARCH. ( 5 0 9 ,  

1. P l a t o m ;  right front into line, 2. MARCH. 
1. P l U t O O n s ,  2. Column half right, 3. MARCH. (512) to 
1. Platoons; column half right, 2. MARCH. 
1. Platoons, 2. Left half turn, 3. MARCH. (520, 521) to 
1. Platoons; left h a l f  turn, 2. MARCH. 
1. Assemble by platoons, 2. MARCH. ( 5 6 5 )  to 
1. Assemble, 2. By platoons, 3. MARCH. 
1 Fire by plaJoort, 2. COMMENCE FIRING. (574) to 
1. Fire, 2. By platoons, 3. COMMENCE FIRING. 

(504, 510) to 

MARCH. ( 5 0 5 )  to 

bhRCH. 

MARCH. ( 5 0 6 )  to 

MARCH. 

511) to 
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1. Troops, 2. Right f w q d , .  3. Fours right, 4. MARCH, 

I .  Troops, 2. Column right, 3. MARCH, and 
1. Troops, 2. Right front into line. 3. MARCH. (591) to 
1. Troops; right fonuaid fours right, 2. MARCH, and 
1. Troops; column right, 2. MARCH, and 
1. Troops; right front into liw, 2. MARCH. 
1. Line of platoogr coliunrrs to the right, 2. MARCH. (654) 

1. Line of platuon columns, 2. To the right, 3. MARCH. 
1. On right into line of platoon columns, 2. MARCH. (655) 

1. Line of platoon columns, 2. On the right, 3. MARCH. 
1. Right front into line o f  platoon columns, 2. MARCH. 

1. Line of platoon Columns; 2. Right front, 3. MARCH. 
1. Colrrmn of platoons, 2. First troop, 3. F w a r d ,  4. 

1. Column of platoons, 2. First troop, forward, 3. MARCH. 
1. On second (or such) troop, 2. Close intewds, 3. 

1. On (such) troop, 2. Extcnd intcmals, 3. MARCH. (659) 

1. Close istent&, 2. On (such) troop, 3. MARCH, and 
1. Extend intervals, 2. On (such) troop, 3. MARCH. 
1. Column of masses, 2. First Squadron, 3. Righi front 

1. Colirmn of musses, 2. First Squadron mass, right front, 

1. Right front irrto line o f  fours, 2. MARCH. (780) to 
1. Line of fours 2. Right front, 3. MARCH. 
1. Right and left front into line of fours, 2. MARCH, and 
1. Left a d  right front into line of fours, 2. MARCH (781) 

1. Line of fows, 2. Right and left front, 3. MARCR, and 

and 

to 

to - 

(656) to 

MARCH. (661) to 

MARCR, and 

to 

into muss, 4. MARCH. (776) to 

3. MARCH. 

to 

* 



1. Lke of f w s J  2. Left and right fiWJ 3. Mmm. 
1. Rigbt f i o d  id0 l k  of massesJ 2. MARCH. (782) to 
1. LinO of masses, 2. Right front, 3. M * ~ c H .  And similar 

& a m p  for cigkt d leftJ or left d right, into line of mmses 
(782). 

1. Column of foccas, 2. On f ist  (or fourth) hoop, first (or 
third) squadron, 3. MARCH. (784) to 

1. Cotwnn of fours, 2. First (or fourth) troop, first (or 
third) squodrorr, f o m a r d ,  3. ~ C H .  

1. Colum of fows, 2. First (or fourth) troop, fist  (or 
third) squadron, 3. Cotronrrc Fight (or left), 4. MARCH. (784) 
to 

. 1. Colrunn of four , 2. First (or fourth) troop, first (or 
third) squcrdron, column 

1. On (such) troop (such) squadron, 2. Extend (or close) 

1. f i tend (or close) intewak, 2. On (such) troop (such) 
squadron, 3. MARCH. 

1. Colwnn of *Platoons, 2. First (or Fourth) troop, first 
(or third) sqnadron, 3. Fornard, 4. MARCH, and 

1. Column of Platoons, 2. First (or Fourth) troop, first 
(or third) squadron, 3. Fmeocrrd, 4. Column Fight (or left), 5. 

1. Column of platoons, 2. First (or Fourth) troop, first 
(or third) q d r o n ,  forward, 3. MARCH, and 

1. CoZ-n of pkltoons, 2. First (or Fourth) troop, first 
(or third) squadron, column right (or left), 3. MARCH. 

Many other commands than those cited herein, or than 
those cited in my article in the July CAVALRY JOURNAL, might 
be giveu to inustrate this system of writing commands; but a 
number of these other commands desenre speaal discussion, and 
for that reason I purpose to devote another article to their con- 
sideration. 

Before closing, I should like to state that, on page 59 of 

here is undoubtedly a typographical e m r  in the text. 

h: (or left), 3. MARCH. 714 
3; MARCH. (7%) to * 

I(dABcH. (7%) to 

*The capitel 
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my article in the July C~V-Y JOURNAL, the eighth of the cuUk 
mands from the top of the page should be changed to read: 

1. L k  of platoon columns of f w s ,  2. On the right (or 
Wt), 3. UCH. And ou the same page, seventh line from the 
bottom, the “to” should be omitted, so that the phrase will read, 
“and most naturally emphasized.” In this latter case, the print- 
er, by inadvertently inserting the %,” seemingly made me use 
a split infinitive, which grated upon me.somewhat. inasmuch a8 
I have never used a split infinitive in any of my books or pub- 
lished articles. 

(To be Continwa!.) 
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A SCHEME OF INSTRUCTION FOR A CAVALRY 
COMMAND.* 

HIS is a subject as comprehensive as it is important. It T embraces all the elements of cavalry training, individual 
and collective. It should have for its object, which should never 
be lost sight of, preparedness for war. This maxim, true of all 
branches of the service, is especially so of the cavalry. From 
the nature of its employment, it must be ready to  act at once 
on the'outbreak of war. Past history shows that i f  it is not 
so ready it will be of very little value. 

The length of our Civil War gave time for cavalry, in- 
sufficiently trained, or, rather not trained at all, to finally be- 
in our war and the South African \Var, would be appalling, and 
the expense of supplying remounts might be prohibitive. This 
expense nearly swamped our Quartermaster's Department dur- 
ing the first two years of the war and the same was true of 
the British Remount Department. 

During this period our government furnished nearly 300,- 
come efficient (General Upton states that the Federal cavalry 
did not really become efficient until the battle of Beverly Ford 
in 1863, two years after the outbreak of the war) but subse- 
quent wars have shown that this opportunity will not always 
exkt, as witness the examples given by the wars of 1866 and 
1870. Even did this condition exist, the loss of horse flesh, as 
OOO horses to about 60,OOO men, or almost five to  one, and the 
rate in the South African War was nearly as high. Not all of 
this loss was due to improper training but the greater part of it 
was, and I think the remark that Captain Rhodes made in re- 
gard to the Boer War can as well be applied to our own war: 

m e s i s  prepared as a part of the course in Military Art at the Army 
Staff College. 1910. 

. . . .  . 
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"The great lessons to be learned in this regard were the losses due to 
lack of prcviow training of cavalry officers and men, and the absolute neoes- 
sity of an efficient system of supplying reserves of trained men and horses." 

As Captain Rhodes also shows, it is a fair deduction from 
the Boer War that militia reserves cannot be depended upon, as 
far  as  the cavalry is concerned, and, in that war, the mixing 
of volunteers and regulars did not tend to efficiency. 

Much more might be quoted on this subject, but the few 
examples cited will illustrate the point that is made; viz., that 
cavalry, to be efficient, must be kept thoroughly trained in peace 
and ready for the call that may come to it at any time. 

This leads to  the conclusipn that our peace organization 
should be the same as that of war, so as to prevent a large in- 
flux of recruits and unbroken horses at the outbreak of war, 
and that we have a reserve of trained men and horses. Since 
the establishment of our remount depots the outlook for a 
reserve of trained horses has become bright, but that for the 
trained men is still uncertain. 

\\;hat is meant when the word trained is used is, facility in 
the performance of duties required, and not perfection, for, as 
one has well remarked, there never was a perfectly trained 
horse or man. 

SELECTIaV OF CAVALRY RECRUITS. 

Closely connected with the subject of training is the char- 
acter of nien we get for the cavalry service. I t  is well known 
that some men have no aptitude whatever for the cavalry and 
no amount of training will ever make them efficient. This does 
not mean that such men do not faithfully attempt to make them- 
selves good cavalrymen, but that they are by nature unfitted for 
such service. These men should be transferred or discharged, 
as they are only an encumbrance on the organization to which 
they belong. 

It is difficult for recruiting officers to tell whether a man on 
his first enlistment is fitted for any particular branch of the 
service and therefore, the sorting out should be done at the 
recruiting depots after a man has been carefully sized up and 
only such men sent to the several arms as best suited thereto. 

. ,. 
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. p m  = W m N S  ON THB SUBJECT OF INSTRUC1ION. 

Paragraph 241, A. R, 1908, prescribes that each division 
commander and commander of a department not part of a 
division will announce in orders annually the period of the 
year to be devoted to practical instruction in drill and other 
military exercises, prescribing their character and the time to 
be given to them, and that he will also designate the period of 
the year for theoretical instruction to be conducted in accord- 
ance with orders from the War Department, except at posts 
commanded by general off~cers where the foregoing subjects are 
left to the discretion of the latter. All other post commanders 
are to Supervise the instruction of the officers under their i+ 
mediate command, and company commanders are to be respow 
sible for the practical and theoretical instruction of their non- 
commissioned officers. 

Paragraph 240 provides rhat a regimental commander 
should labor continually for the instruction and efficiency of his 
regiment, and that he should supervise the instruction of the 
&ers of his immediate command. 

General Orders, No. 124, War Department, series of 1905, 
prescribes the theoretical instruction for the officers and men 
of the army and designates the subjects to be studied. Para- 
graph 4 of that order places the responsibility for the military 
instruction of non-commissioned officers' schools, makes the com- 
pany commander instructor in such schools, and prescribes that 
the subjects of instruction shall be drill regulations, army regu- 
lations relating to enlisted men, minor tactics, and subjects 
which specially pertain to the duties of non-commissioned officers 
of the arm of the service to which they belong. 

General Orders, No. 177, War Department, 1907, provides 
for the practical training of the cavalry, infantry, and field 

'artillery of the army and divides it into two distinct phases, gar- 
rison training and field training, and gives in detail the subjects 
to be included under each head. 

In  accordance with these orders, each department com- 
mander issues annually an order for the instruction of the 
troops of his department, and of course these orders will vary 
according to the ideas of the different commanders. 

I . .  . 
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Other regulations and orders on the subject are: 
Paragraph 440, A. R., relating to parades. 
Paragraph 1220, A. R., relating to the use of the emergency 

ration. 
Paragraph 1438, relating to first aid, and paragraph 1580, 

relating to instruction in signaling. 
Drill Regulations, as amended in 1908. 
Manual of Guard Duty. 
Provisional Small Arms Firing Manual, 1909. 
Regulations for Sabre Exercise. 
Instructions from the War Department in regard to 

athletics (letters of November 5, 1907, and February 11, 1908). 
Field Service Regulations. 

These regulations and orders would appear ample to secure 
the training desired in all branches of the service, but I believe 
it will be conceded by the majority of our officers that the re- 
sults are not altogether what should be expected. We find one 
regiment, for instance, giving undue prominence to a certain 
line of work, while another regiment does the same with ?n- 
other line. One will overdo target practice, another thinks close 
order drill the first requisite, another horse training, and so on. 
In  other words there is no co-ordination of training among all 
the regiments in order to attain the desired result,-efficiency 
in dl cavalry work. This defect, I believe, is caused by our 
system. There is a lack of feeling of responsibility among or- 
ganization commanders to higher authority, and penalties of 
shortcomings are not .imposed with sufficient severity, and there 
is no one whose special duty it is to keep the several teams pull- 
ing together on the same road towards the same objective. 

I t  would seem that some modification of the German or 
English method by which organizations are examined by the 
commanders of the next higher units at different periods of in- 
struction would work well in our service, especially if the latter 
had sufficient authority to correct defects found. If, in addition 
to this, we had cavalry officers for inspectors and their recom- 
mendations were enforced, there would soon be a marked in- 
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crease of effidency of interest and of activity throughout the 
cavalry service. 

It is only logical to suppose that cavalry inspectors for the 
cavalry, infantry inspectors for the infantry, and field artillery 
inspectors for the field artillery would render better service than 
inspectors taken from one arm to make inspections in either or 
both of the other arms. In commenting on this subject a 
cavalry officer of experience and attainments has said : 

“We cannot persuade ourselves that they (officers of other arms) have 
the professional knowledge of our ann required to judge the technique of our 
art In this age of specialties we don‘t believe in the possession of universal 
knowledge of individuals. Of coarse, a general must know how to make use 
of all three arms. but, unless his brain be hyper-Napoleonic, I can easily fancy 
that even a cavalryman. acting as inspector, might fail to note the fine points 
m the manipulation of the disappearing gun-carriage. the three-inch field 
piece. the hospital corpsman’s pouch of dressings or the infantry soldier’s 
blanket bag.” 

The quotation seems to express the idea exactly. 
However, the general staff is. I believe. giving this whole 

subject of instruction their attention and it is hoped that the 
acting chiefs of the three arms, with the advice and co-opera- 
tion of their officers, may soon evolve a system which will give 
us the desired results. In  the meantime. we have to deal with 
conditions as they are. 

DIFFICVLTIES IN DEVISISG A SCHESIE OF ISSTRUCTIONS. 

In attempting to  formulate a scheme of instruction we are 
a t  once struck with the difficulty of making a detailed schedule 
that will fit every case. The conditions under which troops are 
stationed, scattered as they are over the L..nited States and the 
tropics, some in small posts and some in large, are too varied 
to make this possible. \Vhat can be done, however, is to out- 
line a progressive plan which will cover the whole ground 
of instruction and which, if followed, will enable a tm com- 
m n d  to get into shape as quickly as  possible. 

It is assumed that this command is a regiment with com- 
petent commissioned officers, some trained non-commissioned 
otlicers in each troop and that most of the privates and the 
horses are untrained, and that the whole regiment is stationed 
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at the same post which has a target range and other accessories 
necessary for the instruction of the command. These condi- 
tions are, I believe, more favorable than those under which 
our last cavalry regiments were organized. 

INDIVIDUAL INSTRUCTION. 

This instruction is the basis of all future instruction. If it 
is neglected or  is not thorough, subsequent training is certain to 
be defective. Given a man well trained in the use of his arms, 
who understands and appreciates his horse, the horse also being 
trained, and the rest comes easy. 

To impart this instruct&, it is necessary to have capable 
active officers and non-commissioned officers as instructors. 

In a new command, as the non-commissioned officers will 
not at first be capable, unless they should be transferred from 
old commands, it will be necessary for the troop officers to in- 
struct both privates and non-commissioned officers. The in- 
struction will take place in the troop under the direct supervision 
of the troop commander, who should go over the program for 
each day with his officers and non-commissioned officers before 
it is put into effect. .is a matter of course, strict discipline must 
be enforced and no laxity of either officers or  men permitted. 

THE PRIVATE. 

The recruit has to be taught everything from the beginning. 
Given good instructors his progress will depend on his intelli- 
gence. 

His instruction will have to be carried along a number of 
lines at the same time, such as the care of his horse, the use 
of his arms and equipments, and his duties in garrison and camp 
and personal hygiene. 

At the same time, his physical equation should be studied 
by his troop commander with a view to giving him all round 
symmetrical physical development. 

He should be impressed with the fact that although he must 
know how to use every one of his arms, the saber, rifle, and 
pistol, hi3 horse is his most important weapon, the most deli- 
cate and the one that’deteriorates and suffers most quickly from 
neglect, that he must cherish and protect him at all times untn 
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prbap the Occasion arrives when under orders he will be 
obliged to ride him to death He should also be impressed with 
the fact that, whatever else he may be, he is first a cavalryman. 

The leading idea in this instruction should be that the man 
must be taught to think and act quickly from the very first 
drill until he is thrown on his own responsibility as a scout, 
vedette, or courier. In other words, there should always be 
some proposition for him to d v e .  

The dismounted and mounted drills must be carried along 
at the same time, and if the horses are not trained, they will 
also have to be trained at the same time. With both horses and 
men untrained quite a problem is presented to the instructors, 
but it can and has been solved, although it takes care and 
patience. 

The care and training of the horse is a matter of the ut- 
most importance to the cavalryman and requires the closest at- 
tention. Unless Circumstances make it absolutely necessary, the 
horse should never be placed in ranks until he is thoroughly 
trained. 

All drills and instruction must be progressive and in accord- 
ance with the prescribed drill regulations, orders, and manuals. 

NON-COMMISSIQNED OFFICERS. 

The army regulations and orders referred to make the 
troop commander responsible for the practical and theoretical 
instruction of his non-commissioned officers. Good material 
for noncommissioned officers is not apt to be found in abund- 
ance in a new command and it takes the closest kind of super- 
vision and a great deal of intelligent hard work on the part 
of the troop commander to work the material, after it is found, 
into a trained body of assistants. Yet no troop without efficient 
noncommissioned officers, especially an efficient first sergeant, 
can be a well trained troop. 

The importance of this subject has always been recognized 
by organization commanders of all branches of the service and 
volumes have been written on the different phases of it. The 
main idea here also, as in the instruction of the private, is to 
make the man think, to awaken and hold his interest and, above 
all things, to avoid merely perfunctory work. 

'-- -y t -  
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With the new noficonrmissioned otliicers the instnrct! 'on 
will have to begin with the routine troop duties and close and 
extended order drills, and advanced as qufclcly as possible to in- 
clude his duties in the field. He should be taught to cultivate self- 
reliance and the habit of reaching quick decisions. This is 
best accomplished by practical work, by constantly putting "sit- 
uations"-up to him and requiring him to find a method of meet- 
ing them. 

This is certainly the best method of imparting the neces- 
sary knowledge of the Field Seivice Regulations. A scheme 
should be worked out in advance covering the non+ommis- 
sioned officer's duties in patrolling, leading of the squad, 
advance guard and outpost work and other field. work, and the 
troop commander, with his lieutenants, should go over the 
scheme on the ground before the troops are actually used. 

Special attention should be paid to map reading, sketching 
and practice in writing and sending field messages. 

The making of simple maps and road sketches is not diffi- 
cult to learn, by the average man, at least to such an extent 
as making clear a field message. 

Map reading should at first be taught on a map of the 
reservation where the ground itself can be studied in connec- 
tion with the map. A particular part of the map should be 
studied at each lesson, the contours, topographical signs, etc, 
explained, and then the noncommissioned officer taken to the 
ground represented and the map compared with the ground. 

as possible, also, as, although they are not expected to be 
experts, it is important that they should have some knowl- 
edge of the subject and know how to pick out the hills and 
valleys and stream lines and understand the topographical signs 
and be able to find their way about by means of the map. 

The subject of messages is equally important and might 
well be taken up in the early part of a recruit's instruction and 
continued throughout his enlistment, without interfering with 
other necessary instnrction. By the time he becomes a non- 
commissioned officer he will be fairly well instructed in the 
subject. 

This instruction should be extended to as many privates . 

0 



. -  489 * 5” ’ ’  CA VALRY JOURNAL. 

Non-comg&oned office~~ should be given every oppor- 
tunity to exercise command and to act as instructors. 

THE TROOP. 

The troop commander, under the regulations and orders 
ated in the first part of this paper, is responsible for the drill 

He should see that its training 
advances progressively, and when any laxness is observed in 
the performance of any drill or exercise that has once been 
well taught, special attention should be again devoted to this 
phase of instruction until the troop is again up to the stand- 
ard in it 

In additiop to the attempt to acquire a good first sergeant 
and cther non-commissioned officers, every effort should be 
made to get good men for the following positions: Cooks. 
horseshoer, famer and clerk. If these men cannot be obtained 
from those on3inally assigned to the troop, application should 
be made to the Adjutant General of the ,4nny for them, and, 
this source failing, men will have to be selected from the troop 
and trained by the troop officers. 

The squad system is required by par. 279 -4. R. and par. 
449 Cav. Drill Regulations and pars. 282-283 A. R. prescribe 
some of the duties of chiefs of squads in barracks. This sys- 
tem works well where there is not a heavy demand on the 
troop for details from the non-commissioned officers, other- 
wise not. 

The troop commander should lay out definite tasks for 
the squad leaders and chiefs of platoon and inspect their work 
at the end of stated periods, and endeavor to stimulate in 
every possible way the interest of the officers and men, and 
to prevent the drills and exercises from becoming irksome. 
As soon as the troop becomes proficient in one thing it should 
pass on to the next. 

After the close order and extended order formations are 
well understood, the field work of the troop should begin, and 
thereafter the instruction should be given in the form of prob- 
h, a problem being given every time the troop goes out. 
These problems should-be carefully prepared by the troop officers, 

- and instruction of his troop. 
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and at first worked out in advance with the non-commissioned 
oBicers by means of tactical rides, and then solved with the 
men present. 

It can be seen that there is a great variety of these prob- 
lems that can be given which will, in the aggregate, involve 
all the necessary elements of field training, and they can be 
solved at nearly all the posts where cavalry is now stationed. 

Routine duties, such as guard duty, grooming, the inspec- 
tion required by orders and regulations, the making out of 
the returns and troop papers, must, of course, receive proper 
attention, and they form part of the instruction of the troop. 

Target practice is of special importance, and every effort 
should be made to make the men good shots and to give them 
confidence in their weapons. If a man doesn’t believe he can 
hit anything the chances are not very good for his advancing 
or staying on the line under a heaby fire from the enemy. 
But still I believe we devote too much time to individual fire, 
and not enough to the collective fire of the troop. The Pro- 
visional Small Ayms Firing hianual, 1909, which is now being 
tested by the army, promises to give the men a very much 
better idea of battle conditions than they have had before, 
and provides what appears to be a good system of imparting 
instruction in fire control by the troop officers and noniom-J 
missioned officers. 

Instruction in bridge building, swimming, demolitions and 
field entrenchments should be given when the troop is sta- 
tioned where facilities are available, and afterwards this instruc- 
tion should be applied in the solution of field problems. 

THE SQUADRON. 

The army regulations and existing orders give the squad- 
ron commander very little control over his squadron, unless 
he happens to be post commander also, or, what amounts to 
the same thing, is in command of a detached squadron, any 
further latitude permitted him, other than there laid down, 
will depend OR the action of his post commander. 

The squadron commander should certainly have the super- 
vision over the drill and instruction of his squadron and be 

. I .  . - i  
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held responsibte for its etKcimcy. He should inspect his troops 
at stated times and test them for a e n c y  and report the 
d t s  of his inspection to the donel ,  at the same time 
i n f o d n g  each troop commander of the state of instruction 
in which he found his troop. 

The instruction of the squadron, after the close and 
extended order movements are fairly understood, should be 
principally tactical, by means of problems carefully worked 
out so as to cover the work likely to be required in ,the 
field. He should endeavor to amuse and hold the interest 
of bis oikers  and men. The problems should be as simple 
as possible, each should be discussed on the ground imme- 
diately after its solution, and no written reports required. 
As in the instruction of the troop, the squadron commander 
should make frequent tactical rides with his officers and selected 
noMwmmissioned officers, and require his officers, in turn, to 
prepare problems to be solved on these rides. 

THE REGIMENT. 

The instruction and efKciency of the regiment will largely 
depend on the energy, activity, efffciency and tact of the colonel. 

T.here is not likely to be a well trained regiment with-. 
out a good d o n e l - o n e  who not only knows his duties, but 
also knows how to get the most and best work out of his 
officers and at the same time hold their respect and loyalty. 

The regimental commander must keep a close supervision 
over the training of his regiment, and, of course, where he 
has control of it, should be held responsible for its efficiency. 

Field work should begin at the earliest opportunity and 
carried out in a manner similar to that outlined for the troop 
and squadron, frequent use being made of tactical rides and 

The lieutenant colonel and majors should be required in 
prObleUlS. 

turn to prepare problems for solution. 

THEORETICAL INSTRUCTION OF OFFICERS. 

The War Department has prescribed a general course of 
instruction for officers in General Orders No. 125, 1905, but, 
in addition to that, cavalry officers should take up s p e d  
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duties dating to the employment of their own arm, using 
as a text book or books such a work as ‘:Cavalry on Service,” 
by Pelet-Narbonne. Each regimental commander could arrange 
the course of theoretical instruction for his of6cers in such a 
way as to allow them ample time for recreation and yet get 
the maximum amount of instruction. In  a new regiment, 
however, it would be several months before instruction of 
this nature could be taken up. 

MACHWE GUN PLATOON. 

The proposed Field Service Regulations provide for th5 
organization of a provisional machine gun troop, with three 
officers and 86 men, for each cavalry regiment. Undoubtedly 
some such organization will soon be permanently adopted, mak- 
ing practically a thirteenth troop to a regiment. The instruc- 
tion of this unit will proceed along the same lines as that 
of the troop, keeping in view, as the objective, preparation 
for active service. 

The tactical use of this arm has not been dehitely 
decided, but it will probably be employed principally on the 
defensive. The machine gun platoon should be included in 
the problems for-the squadron and the regiment. 

The following general extracts from the “Cavalry Train- 
ing, 1907,” English service, are interesting : 

‘The regimental commander is responsible for the training and efiiciency 
of his regiment. 

“The practical and theoretical training of the officers in their functions 
as leaders in war and instructors in peace is his special duty. 

“He will frequently arrange to carry out tactical exercises on the actual 
ground, accompanied only by the officers. Such exercises will tend to assist 
in establishing a uniformity of method in dealing with tactical problems, and 
foster a mutual understanding between him and his subordinate commanders. 

‘The regimental commander will fix a date by which squadron com- 
manders shall have arrived at a definite point in their course of training, 
when they must be prepared to submit their squadrons for inspection. He 
will allow them due freedom as regards their system of instruction, and will 
encourage all efforts on their part to improve the training; he should only 
interfere when the method followed is manifestly wrong, and must work 
h a m  In other words, he should seek to make his influence felt rather by a 
general supervisiin over the whole than by interfering in the details of squad- 
ron and troop instntctioa 

e 
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."The apmdma wil l  be treated aa an indepcadent. self-contained unit. and 
tbe 

''The squadron commander will frequently set problems to be solved out 
of doare ckd img with a)ll~ tactical situation. He will ride out with his 

and section leaders, and consider the a r -  e- 
amstmce of the d a e  on the actual ground 

'The tmap commander is responsible to the squadron commander for the 
tdak@ end eei&ncy of his troop. 

The  sqaadnm mmmnnder should give his troop oommanders as free a 
hand as possile, and encourage initiative and emulation among the officers 
by wery means in his power." 

OooUIIBltdQ wil l  frame his own programme of training. 

. .  

It will seem from the above extracts that the principle 
running through all their training is the same, namely, a 
free hand in the method of instruction, and responsibility for 
results to the commander of the next higher unit, and that 
the system of inspections by next higher commanders is mm- 
pufsory. Some attempts to use this method of inspection as 
an aid to training have been made in our service, but it has 
never been made compulsory. 

In one of the department orders of last year it was s u g -  
gested, or recommended, in the following language: 

"Fixed tasks for fixed times, followed by inspections of each unit by the 
next higher commander, thmw each organization commander upon his mettle. 
develop interest a d  a f@bg of responsibility, abate monotony and create a 
spirit of emulatioh La each unit commander be given a dear objective to 
be attained and then let him be left in great measure to devise ways and 
means to attain it" 

But there is nothing compulsory about it, and post com- 
manders could follow it or not, as they saw fit. It is undoubt- 
edly the correct principle to be followed in training a command. 

Subject to the foregoing remarks the following outline of 
a scheme of instruction for one year is submitted: 

FIRST MONTH. 

First Week 
Athletics adapted to the physical requirements of 

&e men, not to exceed one-half hour. To be continued 

Nomenclature of arms and equipments and instructions for 

Daily: 

~ h c n l t  month. 

their care. 

t 

.. . . .  

1's TX UCTION FOR CA VA LR Y COMMAND. 69T 

Articles of War and paragraphs of the Army Regula- 
tions relating to enlisted men. 

Dismounted: Two hours daily. School of the Soldier, 
paragraphs 27-188, Cavalry Drill Regulations. 

Mounted: Two and one-half hours daily, School of the 
Trooper, paragraphs 179-281, C. D. R. 

Stables twice daily. In  ajldition to grooming, the men 
to be taught the points of the horse and how to care for him. 

Second Week. 
Paragraphs in C. D. R. same as preced- 

ing week. In addition, one hour daily, Saber Exercise on 
Foot, paragraphs 1-93, Provisional Regulations for Saber 
Exercise. 

Dismounted: 

Mounted: Same as preceding week, but in addition, 
Manual of Rifle Mounted, paragraphs 275-288, C. D. R., and 
Saber Exercise Mounted, paragraphs 94-132, P. R. S. E. 

Third Week. 
Dismounted : Same as preceding week. 
Mounted: Review of work of preceding week. In addi- 

tion, the Squad Mounted and the Squad in Extended Order, 
paragraphs 291-338 and 375-448, C. D. R. 

Fourth Week. 
Dismounted: Same as preceding week, to include every- 

thing in the school of the soldier, C. D. R. 
Mounted: Same as preceding week, to include everything 

in the School of the Trooper and the Squad in extended order. 
Practical instruction of non-commissioned officers and 

men during entire month, in paragraphs of Manual of Guard 
Duty relating to duties of enlisted men. 

A track containing hurdles, ditches, head posts, etc., should 
be constructed between the stables and the drill ground and 
the men practiced riding over it a few minutes going to and 
returning from drill each day, beginning about the middle 
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of d montb. A gaiting coarse should also k laid off 
on the way to the drill ground. 

Instrcrtiorrs should be held every Saturday, at two of 
whic!~ instraction in shelter tent pitching should be given. 

Throughout month the men to he practiced in carrying 
short verbal mesages. 

SECOND 'MONTH. 

Athletics to be continued, reduced in time to 15 minutes 

Dismounted work same as last week of preceding month, 

Mounted work, three hours daily. 
First two weeks same as last week of preceding month. 
Remainder of month, School of the Troop, paragraphs 

Each troop commander to devote one day each of last 

Inspection and examination of the troops in each squad- 

daily. 

two hours daily. 

. 

448-585, C. D. R.; last week with full field equipment. 

two weeks to solution of field problems by his troop. 

ron by squadron commander during last week of month. 

THIRD MONTE. 
Dismounted: Two hours daily. One hour per week, 

6rst aid. 
Three hours per week, four men, signaling with the flag, 

to be continued in succeeding months until they are proficient. 
Noncommissioned officers and selected men to be given 

instrrrction in paddog, map reading and making simple road 
sketches, dismounted. 

Mounted : Troop and squadron instruction-former, two 
hours; the latter, one hour daily. Two troop and two squad- 
ron marches, all day, during month. Two troop and two 
aquadm problems each week 

FOURTH MONTE. 

Dismounted: Continuation of that of preceding month, 
b with the addition of preliminary drills for target practice. 

- ._ - .m"-. . . .  
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Mounted: Three days' squadron instruction two days' 
I f  regiment is not already in camp, 

At least two field problems should be solved each week. 
Inspection and examination of squadrons by regimental 

regimental, each week. 
one day's march should be made, camping overnight. 

commander. 

FIFTH MONTH. 

Target practice, rifle and pistoL 
of preceding month when not on the range. 

Continuation of work 

SIXTH MQNTH. 

Same as fourth. 
Throughout the entire six months every available oppor- 

tunity to be taken to train the horses and to make the men 
expert horsemen and expert in the use of the sabre. 

The training of the machine gun troop will proceed 
along the lines laid down for the troops as above indicated. 
The Band and trumpeters will be trained under the direct 
supervision of the adjutant. The guard should be mounted 
by troop. 

If the regiment is not ordered into the field by this time 
the regular theoretical instruction prescribed by the regula- 
tions and orders already referred to should be taken up, but 
all problems should be solved out of doors with the troops 
whenever the weather permits. W e  would have then for the 
succeeding months as follows : 

SEVENTH MONTH. 

Review of preceding six months' work. Continuation of 
work of fourth month. 

Officers' school, in which some work relating especially to 
cavalry should be studied, in addition to that k e d  in orders. 
Non-commissioned officers' schools under troop commanders, at 
least thtee times a week. As many selected privates as possible 
should be made to attend these schools and the instruction begun 
in the earlier months extended and carried to completion. Prac- 
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iid kxercises should always follow the theoretical instruction 
as soon as possiue, otherwise it will probably be wasted. 

when the weather is too inclement for outdoor work, the 
time should be put in in the riding hall, special attention being 
paid to the sabre as well as to horsemanship. The sabre is 
mentioned again, because I regard the instruction in its use of 
the greatest importdhce, and I believe it is a subject which is 
treated in a perfunctory manner generally throughout the serv- 
ice. No manis  going to have any confidence in a weapon un- 
less he is shown its capabilities and taught how to use it. 

The problems and tactical exercises begun in the preceding 
months should be continued for the troop, squadron and regi- 
ment in connection with the theoretical instruction until officers 
and men have a good working knowledge of their duties. 

EIGHTH, NINTH AND TESTH MONTHS. 

Similar to the seventh. 

ELEVENTH AND TWELFTH MONTHS. 

Target practice, rifle and pistol. Practice march or ma- 
neuvers. 

CEREMONIES. 

This subject has not been touched upon, as it is considered 
of minor importance. It is regulated by orders and A. R. drill 
regulations and manuals and the ceremonies will have to be 
held as therein prescribed. Guard mounting should take place 
in the middle of the day. 

TRAINING OF HIGHER C O M M A N D S  T H W  A REGIUEXT. - _L 

The strategical and tactical training of the division is nec- 
essary and important, but in our service it can only be attempted 
at maneuvers, and not always then. Although nominally brig- 
ades of two regiments are formed at the maneuvers, the cav- 
alry is osually split up and assigned to the opposing sides. 
Therefore no attempt is here made to suggest a scheme for this 
training. S h d d  brigade or division be formed for any ma- 
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neuver camp, the officer to command it ought to be given ample 
notice of his assignment in order that he may work out a plan 
which will insure the maximum amount of instruction in the 
two important subjects of strategical reconnaissance and the 
use of cavalry masses on the battlefield. 

The relative importance of training h n o u n t e d  and dis- 
mounted work has not been touched upon. I t  is sufficient t o  
say that the men must be well instructed in both. In our serv- 
ice, as is well known, we have heretofore paid too much at- 
tention relatively to dismounted training and foreign services 
have neglected it (except perhaps the Russian). Now, however, 
the indications are that we are paying more attention to mounted 
training while not slighting dismounted training, and that the 
foreign services, especially the English and German, are realizing 
the value of the latter and lay special stress on it in their drill reg- 
ulations. So, in case of war with foreign troops, we may expect 
to find them well trained in dismounted action as well as mounted. 
As we can more than hold our own dismounted, it behooves us to 
put more time orf mounted work, that we may be able to meet 
any emergency. _- - 

CON CLCSION. 

In conclusion, it is suggested that the following changes, 
some of which have been already mentioned, would greatly im- 
prove our cavalry training : 

The selection of men for this service who have a spe- 
cial aptitude for it, instead of the present rather haphazard sys- 
tem of assigning recruits. 

2. A fixed date for each regiment at which all recruits to 
fill existing and prospective vacancies for the year shall be re- 
ceived. This would obviate the present nuisance of having re- 
cruits arrive at all seasons of the year, with the consequent 
disadvantage of having them at different stages of instruction 
at the same time. 

3. A system of inspection of units by next higher com- 
manders, already discussed. 

1. 

4. Cavalry officers only to inspect for instruction and effi- 
ciency, already discussed. 



0- U. S. CA VALR Y f OU’AL. 

5. Separate and suitable posts for cavalry training. 
6. Some one authority in Washington, call him by what 

name ytm may, Inspector General of Cavalry, for instance, 
whose special duty it shall be to supervise-and direct the in- 
struction and training of the cavalry, and who shall have power 
to correct by appropriate remedies any defects found. 

* b -  7. opporhrnities for the training of cavalry commands 
largerthanaregiment. 

Nm:--Ae was stated in the beginning of this paper the scheme sug- 
gested h not iatcnded to awa every condition. It simply gives in progres- 
sivc fom a list of subjects which if covered will enable a command to take 
the field without being utterly ignorant of its duties. No daim to originality 
ismadc 

The training for succeeding years should k principally tactical and pro- 
gressive d every phase of cavalry work is covered. 

A 6x4 scheme of instrucrion for the hour, day, month and year is not 
advocated. Such a policy would soon destroy all interest and initiative in 
subordinates. “While leaders ye held responsible for the e5aency of their 
commands, their choice of means for attaining efficiency should be restricted 
as little as possible.” 

FORAGE POISONING AMONGST ANIb!IALS OF THE 
FIFTEENTH UNITED STATES CAVALRY DUR- 

ING THE ENCAMPMENT AT GETTYS- 
BURG, PENNSYLVANIA, JULY, 1910. 

BY CAPTAIN GEORGE C. BARNHARDT. ADJUTANT F-NTH CAVALRY. 

URING the period of the Camp of Instruction held this year D at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, between July 1st and 31st, 
several cases of serious illness occurred amongst the horses of 
the Fifteenth Cavalry. Headquarters, Band, Troops “A,” “B” 
and “D” were at the camp, and the sickness was confined mostly 
to Troops “A” and “B.” 

The first case was observed in Troop “A” on July 14th 
and ran its course, the animal dying on the 19th. Six addi- 
tional cases quickly followed this first case, the animals affected 
belonging to the same Troop “A” and standing with the first 
on one end of the picket line. Other cases developed until July 
26th the total numbered 38, distributed as follows: Band, 1; 
Troop “A,” 27; Troop “B,” 10; of which 19 had died or were 
shot. 

The first case was the mount of the First Sergeant and 
stood at one end of the picket line. This was a fine animal, 
received from the Reno Remount Station, had been well trained 
and had taken first prize in a mounted contest on form. The 
symptoms, simply expressed, were as follows: Running out of 
the tongue in a listless sort of manner as though it had been 
bitten, much saliva with a dry brown deposit appearing on the 
lips, unsually long time in eating and drinking in first stages, 
which gradually became worse until the paralysis of the throat 
was so complete that the animal could neither eat nor drink. 
Urination and defication also became impossible. No swelling 
appeared and little or no temperature or convulsions until the 
final stage. The horse moved with a staggering gait and weak- 
ened under the slightest exercise, and after once getting down 
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could arise only with great dithculty. The 6nal stage found the 
animal possessed of kis usual intelligence. 

From the very beginning the disease was unknown to 
nearly every one in camp. and great interest was manifested by 
the officers of the regiment as well as by many officers through- 
out the Camp of Instruction. Veterinarian Williams, Fifteenth 
Cavalry, at first was at a loss for a definite diagngsis. 

The symptoms observed almost coincided with those mani- 
fested in cerebr-spinal meningitis, and Veterinarian Williams, 
after consulting with a local veterinarian, was inclined to diag- 
nose the disease as cerebro-spinal meningitis, although there 
were absent three symptoms that invariably accompany that dis- 
ease; namely: high temperature, severe pain and convulsions. 

From the fact that all the Troop “A” horses affected had 
been standing practically together at one end of the picket line 
and that they had not become affected at the same time, but on 
successive days, the indications were that the disease was con- 
tagious or that it even might be cerebro-spinal meningitis. 

The outbreak was reported to the Live Stock Sanitary 
Board of Pennsylvania, with a request to send the State Veteri- 
narian in order that the cause and nature of the disease might 
be positively ascertained. Doctor Graybill, Deputy State Vet- 
erinarian, and Doctor Marshall, of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, were assigned to make an investigation of the disease. 
-4fter an examination of the sick horses as well as the hay 
which was fed, they diagnosed the affection as forage poison- 
ing, with which term cerebro-spinal meningitis is frequently 
used synonymously. A few days later upon the request of 
General Wotherspoon. made to the War Department, Doctor 
Adolph Eichorn, Bacteriologist in the Agricultural Department, 
visited the camp, and, after making a clinical examination of 
the sick horses, made a careful post mortem examination on 
two carcasses, the result of which is described by Doctor Eichorn 
as follows: The. post mortem examination in the first case 
revealed a black gelding in good condition. The cutaneous and 
subcutaneous tissues showed nothing abnormal. The abdominal 
cavity showed a normal quantity of serous fluid; the serous 
m d m m s  were normal, spleen, liver and kidneys of normal 
size and consistency. The stomach contained a small quantity 
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of liquid food intermixed with oil; a great number of bots 
were attached to the pyloric mucous membrane of the stomach; 
the membrane was markedly idlamed and hemorrhagic, show- 
ing all the indications of the action of an irritant. The small 
intestines and caecum were empty and appeared normal. The 
large colon was tilled with a dry content; its mucous membrane 
was covered with a dirty, sticky deposit and disclosed numer- 
ous inflamed areas, erosions and hemorrhages. These lesions 
were most prominent in the post mortem examination and it 
appears that the deposit on the mucous membrane of the colon 
originated from the musty hay, causing the above described 
changes. The absorption of the toxin veyy likely occurred 
through these affected parts. The lungs showed an inhalation 
pneumonia, which resulted from drenching the animal when it 
was unable to swallow. The brain and a portion of the spinal 
cord were removed and showed nothing abnormal. The ves- 
sels of the meninges were slightly injected ; the subarchnoid 
fluid was clear and of normal amount; this condition also ap- 
plies to the fluid of the lateral ventricles. The substance of the 
brain appeared of normal consistency, sections showed no ab- 
normality. 

The post mortem examination of the second case revealed 
almost identical conditions as in the first case. The mucous 
membrane of the stomach showed a subacute inflammation, it 
being markedly swollen and reddened. The mucous membrane 
of the colon appeared as in Case 1. The lungs, as well as all 
of the other visceral organs, were apparently normal. The sur- 
face of the right hemisphere of the cerebrum in the frontal 
region, anterior to the motor region of the cortex, disclosed a 
distinct circumscribed congested area of the size of a ten cent 
piece; otherwise no other lesions were found in the brain and 
spinal cord. 

Doctor Eichorn also examined specimens of hay that had 
been taken from a lot supplied to Troop “A” at about the time 
the first case appeared. This specimen was coarse and fnusty, 
the ‘mold on the stems being distinctly visible to the eye. In- 
dications were that the hay had been baled in an uncured state 
and that as a result the moldy condition developed. I t  is also 
probable that the bad hay was confined to one car and that in 

. 
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examhbg the hay before feeding a portion or the bad was - aad fed. 
All troop did not necessarily receive hay from the same 

car, which may account for Troop “A” having more cases than 
other organizations. 

From the conditions of the hay, the “symptoms complex” 
of the animals, and the post mortem findings, the diagnosis of 
socalled “forage poisoning” was positively established by Doc- 
tor Eichorn. 

The disease is describcd in a comprehensive manner in 
“Diseases of the Hbrse,” Department of Agriculture, 1903 edi- 
tion, pag.. 217 and 218. The description of the symptoms, as 
given therein, would indicate that the majoricy of the cases at 
Gettysburg corresponded more nearly to the “mildest form” of 
the disease. Every case where the animal developed pronounced 
typical symptoms ended in death. The mild cases only, or 
where the animal received but a small portion of the poison, 
recovered. 

As stated under “Treatment,” page 218 of the treatise 
named above, treatment in the worst class of cases was ob- 
served to be seldom successful. 

Linseed oil was tried and seemed to be beneficial in mild 
cases. Hyposulphate of soda, in the proportion of two ounces 
to a bucketful of water, was given to all animals. Heat and 
exercise aggravate the sickness. 

In order to provide shelter and better facilities for caring 
for the sick animals, the Fifteenth Cavalry ‘was ordered to re- 
turn to its station by railroad. The command left at 7:30 p, 
m., July 26th 1910, and arrived at Rosslyn, Virginia, at 2:OO 
a. m. the following day. The night being cool, the 19 sick 
animals stood the trip well; the shaking up seemed to have ben- 
efited them. Most of the cases brought to the post were mild. 
Four new cases, also mild, developed a few days after arrival, 

exw&@ 4, which died or were shot 
and of these and those brought to the post all have recovered 1 

Summing up, there were a total of 42 cases, of which 19 
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. EUROPEAN CAVALRY. 

BY AN Om- h m .  

N previous reports it has been frequently brought out that I French cavalry, in common with all its European brethren, 
is primarily armed and trained to fight mounted. As indica- 
tions of this fact it has been seen that there is no ammunition 
supply attached to cavalry columns, and that the entrenching 
tools consist of only a few picks, shovels, etc. A division of 
cavalry has a few thousand rounds of carbine ammunition in 
the chests of its horse batteries, but in general it map be said 
that all the carbine ammunition relied upon for battle is the sixty- 
six rounds carried in each man’s belt. 

There seems, happily, to be in our service a lively interest 
in the armament and methods of combat of European cavalry, 
though their tactics appear not to attract the same amount of 
study. Our military journals abound in papers, original and 
translated, evincing this interest. I t  has, therefore, seemed to 
me justifiable to suggest to those whose studies lead them in 
this direction, the wisdom of clearing the ground of such ob- 
stacles as would prevent their work from bearing fruit imme- 
diately assimilable in our system. For there can be little doubt 
that in cavalry matters, more than in others, we have needs on 
the one hand and resources on the other which separate us con- 
siderably from Europe. The object of this report is to offer 
some suggestions which may not have occurred to officers less 
closely acquainted with a typical cavalry of the old world. 

All rational methods of combat are deduced from -the ter- 
rain likely to be its scene. In a flat jungle country, long range 
artillery is no better than short range. Similarly for cavalry. 
In a country full of impassable obstacles, the charge, at least 
by large bodies of horsemen, cannot take place. The French 
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army is chiefly maintained and trained for the event of a war 
with Germany, which means a campaign over great open plains, 
offering a b x t  no obstacles to the passage of whole brigades 
and divisions of cavalry. The charge, then, may readily be 
used in almost every part of the terrain, and the French edu- 
cate their cavalry to fight opposing cavalry always, and oppos- 
ing infantry and artillery sometimes, by the charge. They be- 
lieve that the normal tighting for their cavalry, and the biggest 
part of it, will be against the enemy’s cavalry, and for this 
work they prefer the lance and sabre to the carbine and re- 
volver. 

Therefore, before drawing any conclusions from European 
practice in this matter, it seems of prime importance to ask our- 
selves: Will the terrain over which our cavalry must operate 
be similar to that over which theirs operates? If yes, then 
their experience and ideas have a serious importance for us; if 
no, then we must go further and ask ourselves: What arma- 
ment and equipment and what tactics will make our cavalry 
most formidable and most useful on the terrain of its probable 
action? 

I, for one, believe that, considering the probable scene and 
nature of its work, the principles on which our cavalry is now 
armed and trained are correct. I say “principles” because the 
detaiis of armament and equipment may frequently change. 
For example, I make bold to suggest that a light entrenching 
tool for each man, with a few pioneer tools and dynamite cart- 
ridges per troop, would be a paying addition to the equipment. 
But the best weapon our cavalry has, and the one which will 
bring the most results in war, is its supe-rb spirit of readiness 
to meet any enemy on any ground, its splendid feeling of su- 
periority to all comers at their own game. 

This tone, I believe other cavalries do not possess and 
whence largely come their eternal and barren discussion of 
“arme blanche ou arme a feu.” Our cavalry says, “arme‘ 
blanche et asme a feu; combat a cheval et combat a pied.” 
It has taken both modes of action to be its province and asks 
no favors from any comers. Nevertheless, it seems not unjust 
to say that our cavalry sometimes loses sight of the fact that 
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now, as in all history, the first, the best, instrument for mounted 
combat is a good horse and a man who knows how to ride him. 
Without that all other asms are useless. Until we have these, 
we might leave to Europeans the monopoly of all discussion as 
to whether’ lance, pistol or sabre is the best charging weapon. 
Old Seydlitz, among other cavalry leaders who have expressed 
themselves with rugged frankness on this point, once said that 
given a stout heart with the fierce determination to ride down 
the enemy and it mattered precious little whether charging cav- 
alry carried a lance, saber or hickory stick. 

A comprehension of European cavalry, its tactics, system 
of training, methods of reconnaissance and of combat, is pro- 
foundly useful to our officers. The very variety offers food 
adapted to every palate. But in this study it is important for 
us to remember that all European, certainly all Continental, 
cavalry is armed and trained to meet opposing cavalry first if 
not all the time, and each thinks itself better than his enemy. 
A fine enough spirit, it must be agreed, but put any of these 
organizations on foot against good infantry and they feel and 
act like ducks out of water. Such, fortunately, is not the case 
with us. A regiment of our cavalry fighting on foot considers 
itself the equal of any infantry regiment that ever marched, 
and as it generally would come into the fight fresher and 
keener than its foot enemy, these two factors-the one moral, 
the other physical-will most likely enable our troopers to make 
good their boast. All possible honor is due to our cavalry offi- 
cers for nourishing this sentiment and for inculcating it into 
their men. Its existence has become a tradition and happily 
remains unchanged today. All the writings of their military 
students, all the prescriptions of high authority and the en- 
couragement of respected chiefs, has never been able to instill 
this spirit into the.rank and file of any Europkn cavalry. They 
believe in it generally as an academic proposition, but they seem 
unable to practise what they believe. They hate to light on 
foot, they feel degraded when made to fight on bot, they feel 
inferior when fighting on foot, hence they can easily be beaten 
when fighting on foot, for they have no stomach for the busi- 
ness. 

. 
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I would not venture to be so positive in these statements if 
I had not, during many years, discussed this subject with French 
a6cers of high rank, of lcmg experience and of all arms, as 
well as with cavalry soldiers of every grade. They all recog- 
nize their weakness, but they have an idea that it can not be 
helped. They fear that too much talk about fighting on foot, 
too much insistence upon its value and too much practice in it, 
tend to weaken the spirit of dash and confidence in cold steel 
characteristic of all good cavalry. They also take comfort in 
the thought that all their neighbors are in the same boat. But 
there is no possible doubt in my mind that any chief of staff in 
Europe would sell his head for a corps of cavalry which, know- 
ing how to ride and loving it, knowing how to charge and con- 
fident of its efficacy, could nevertheless fight skillfully on foot 
and willingly practise the exercise and was proud of the accom- 
plishment. 

Such a cavalry we have. It is not perfect-in some things 
it is infe,rior to its European brethren. I do not believe it rides 
as well. Certainly the average of our cavalry officers do not 
ride as well as the average of French cavalry officers. Cer- 
tainly all of our officers are very, very much worse mounted 
than French officers, while the amount of money spent by our 
govenrment on officers' mounts is much greater than that spent 
by the French government on its &cers' mounts. Our en- 
listed men, I believe, are not as good horsemen as the French, 
but the difference is not so glaring as with the officers, and this 
opinion may be combated. The French private only serves two 
years and ours serves three; the French horses are more care- 
fully selected and much more carefully trained, but it is all 
done by the cavalry themselves. They spend more hours in the 
saddle per year than we do, and a certain ignomy attaches to 
the mounted offickr who does not ride. Their colonels ride 
hard in order to get promoted to generals, and the generals ride 
hard, or they never get a higher command. 

These comparisons may be disagreeable, but they ought to 
be faced. They disclose a condition not inherently difficult to 
correct Indeed, I believe that the main point was gained the 
momcnt our cavalry recognized that it could not be, by mere 
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inheritance and without any effort of its own, quite the best in 
the world. 

What would be difficult to create, if it did not exist, is that 
magnificent spirit which makes our cavalrymen believe that, 
mounted, they are equal to any other horsemen, and on foot 
they are better than any footmen. They, alone in all. the world, 

For these reasons it might seem to be regrettable that some 
scheme could not be found for accelerating cavalry promotion 
without changing its present organization; for upon the sim- 
ilarity of its organization with that of the infantry probably 
rests in part its feeling of equality with foot troops. A senti- 
ment like this is too delicate as well as too precious a thing to 
be tampered with. 

ask no odds of either enemy. e' 



A PRACTICAL PRACTICE MARCH. 

The following article is made up from extracts of the report 
of a practice march made by Troop “I,” 8th Cavalry, in Sepkn- 
ber last, under the command of Captain Geo. E. Stockle, 8th 
Cavalry, with LieutenanQ E. C. Wells and Herbert H. White as 
his subalterns. Much of the report is necessarily omitted, owing 
to the fact’that it is impracticable to reproduce the map that 
accompanied it and other details that do not refer to the practical 
side of the march.-Editor. 

Advance Preparations: 
The most important was the selection of a route and this 

was early taken in hand. Correspondence with Mr. John R 
Brennan, the Superintendent of the Pine Ridge Agency, developed 
the fact that there would be no objection to the Troop going on 
the reservation, and this was decided on with the approval of 
the Post and Department Commanders. This route was selected 
since it was known that there was very little fenced land on the 
reservation and consequently that one great obstacle to proper 
tactical instruction of non-commissioned officers would not be 
met. A route via Chadron tothe White River, in the southwest 
corner of the reservation, was determined on, later marches to 
depend on information gained of the country. 

A dozen cheap compasses were procured and issued to non- 
commissioned officers. One blue print map, Surveyor General’s 
Omce, had been secured and this was retraced by Lieutenant 
White and Sergeant Buchwald and blue prints made by Lieuten- 
ant Wells for use of the Sergeants. Signal Corps message pads 
were issued to all non-commissioned officers, and several signal 
flags were taken. A supply of red bands was provided, to distin- 
guish opposing forces in maneuvers. Each Sergeant was issued 
a machete, seven conical and one common tents for the men, two 
wall tents for officers, one wall tent for rations and one common 
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tent for latrine were carried, also tent stoves. This tentage was 
used in the rest camps. In  five of the eleven camps shelter tents 
were used by officers and men. 

Twenty-one days’ rations were carried, three days’ grain,‘ 
and for each man a barrack bag containing the authorized surplus 
kit. Saddles were packed throughout the trip except one day in 
the Bad Lands. Two hundred rounds of blank rifle and twenty 
rounds of blank pistol were taken-no ball ammunition whatever. 

Officers messed with the Troop. The lack of a light, com- 
pact cooking outfit was severely felt. Neither the new Field 
Range nor a complete Buzzacott could be procured at the Post 
and recourse *as had to home-made grates and assorted utensils,. 
packed as compactly as possible. 

As will be seen from the above enumeration, the limit of 
capacity of three army wagons was pretty nearly reached during 
the first few marches. In additioc, as no assurance could be had 
that grain could be purchased on the reservation, I arranged for 
eighteen days’ siipply to be sent by rail to Chadron, from which 
point I moved it to three successive camps by sending back my 
wagons and in one case by hiring Indian wagons. This, of s u r s e ,  
limited my sphere of operations and involved delay. 

The farrier constructed a very convenient and compact chest 
for a small quantity of supplies, and Lieutenant White had built 
a most convenient and serviceable mess chest. 

- 

Camps: 
The camp site at Ash Creek was poor. A better one can be 

found about a mile up stream. The Agency camp, just on the 
edge of town, was dusty and objectionable from previous occu- 
pancy. All the other sites were good, most of them excellent. 
White River water is muddy after even a light rain, but either 
springs or wells were available at all camps. Some difficulty was 
experienced in picking up wood at some of the camps, as the 
Indians had gleaned the fallen timber, and cordwood was bought. 
With a large body of troops, the question of fuel supply would 
become important. 

Character of Country: 
Between the various tributaries of the White River the 
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country is d i n g  mesa land, growing rougher as one descends the 
stream. In the northwest part of the reservation much of the , 

is Bad Laads, in places impassable. The Porcupine, 
Wounded Knee, White Clay and other streams head near the 
South Dakota-Nebraska state line and here the hills merge into 
broad valleys and sand hills, with numerous small lakes. Hills 
are roanded (except where the characteristic table formation of 
the Bad Lands appears), grassy and with very little timber. Elm, 
cottonwood, willow and other trees along the streams. In an 
average seasbn and earlier in the year I was told that there are 
many springs in the hills. Meadows along the streams are gen- 
e r b y  fenced, but away from them there are practically no fences 
and travel across country would be easy except for heavy wagons. 
The roads and bridges are uniformly excellent at this season and 
are kept in good repair by the Indians, under the officials of the 
Interior Department. I found all the watering places I needed 
on all my marches. Creeks have generally steep banks, but tlqe 
numerous horses and cattle have broken down approaches at 
frequent intervals. 

We found small game in great abundance. The camp was 
seldom without grouse or sage hen. and there were literally thou- 
sands of ducks in the lake country. I was told that there are a 
few antelope and bighorn sheep on the reservation, but saw none. 
The magnificent scenery in the Bad Lands would well repay one 
for the trip. 

Forage Supply: 
There are traders at the Agency, Mr. J. C. Corder ; at Man- 

derson, Mr. H. P. Simmons; at Porcupine and other points, who 
would lay in a supply of grain on sufficient notice. Through a 
combination of circumstances, I did not learn this until too late 
to take advantage of it. 

The Indians cut a great deal of excellent hay, upland white 
gramma, and the average price I paid was $7. Outside the res- 
ervation the best I could do was $12, 

R u b  Supply: 
The Indians have many fine cattle, and by arrangement with 

the supervising farmers I purchased sufficient fresh beef to keep 
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the camp quite well supplied, in addition to the game and fish. 
Fresh vegetables are scarce. I made one purchase of cabbage, 
turnips and tomatoes. 

Improvised ovens of two types, one excavated in a clay bank, 
the other of clay plastered over a barrel, were constructed in 
three camps and the command supplied with excellent fresh 
bread. All the flour but one sack was used, while three cases of 
hard bread, about half of that taken out, was brought back. 

I took along a canvas water bag, the design of Mora Smith, 
formerly Chief Packer, Philippines Division, described in the 
October, 1907, CAVALRY JOURNAL, and found it extremely use- 
ful in bringing water from springs and wells at a distance from 
the camp. 

On September 19, on reaching the camp at Beaver Creek 
shortly after 11 a. ni., I ordered the mess closed for the day, 
except for the issue of bread and uncooked bacon, potatoes, 
onions, coffee and sugar. Both men and officers prepared their 
meals individually. This was done cheerfully by the men and 
many of them got up quite tasty meals. 

Health o f  Costrrtand: 

In policing camp, September 12. just before “Boots and 
Saddles,” some rubbish and straw from the tents was being 
burned. A couple of blank cartridges had been gathered up with 
it and these exploded. One nian was slightly cut on the hand 
and another received a slight cut on the foreskin. This man was 
taken on the wagon to JIanderson and from there, on the advice 
of the Hospital Corps Sergeant, was sent to the Post, as his in- 
jury would prevent his riding for several days and there was a 
chance of infection. His injury proved to be slight. On Septem- 
ber 18 and 19, two enlisted men and myself were sick with diar- 
rhoea and cramps, cause not known. It did not interfere with 
marching and yielded to simple remedies. No other sickness. 

Two horses sprained tendons on the trails leading down 
from the Bad Lands. They were brought to hfanderson, where 
one was left behind in charge of Mr. Simmons, the trader, as it 
was deemed best to give him a few days’ rest. The other was 
brought with the command and has recovered. Several horses 
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1' .. bad.kidrs, but none of the wounds became infected and all healed 

and a few small qhafes, the horses being soft, but, except the 
promptly. The first few days out there were a number of puffs 

two sprains mentioned and one of the kicks, no horse was off 
duty. After the first few days there was no trouble with the 
backs. It was especially gratifying to note the care the men took 
of their horses and the intelligent treatment they gave them. 
Since the Troop's return to Post there have been only two horses 
on sick report, one of these not being on the trip, the other a kick. 

0Rial.s and Indians: 
Nothing could exceed the courteous treatment and helpful 

attitude of all the officials, notably Mr. J. R. Brennan. the Super- 
intendent, and Captain B. J. Gleason, farmer. Our coming ex- 
cited no alarm among the Indians, but much friendly interest. A 
committee invited the Troop, through Mr. Brennan, to visit the 
Fair at Porcupine, and also, through Captain Gleason, an elab- 
orate "Omaha," or dance, was gotten up at Manderson Septem- 
ber 16th. 

c 

z 

Tactical Instnution: 
The first maneuver was on September 8th, on the march 

from -4gency to  Spring Creek. Lieutenant \\'hite. with half the 
Troop as  Reds, was sent ahead ; Lieutenant \Veils. with the re- 
mainder as Blues, escorted the train. The Blue mission was to 
bring the train through ; the Red. in hostile territory, to destroy 
it or at least delay its march. The  Blue advance guard permitted 
the first contact to occur within long range of the convoy, but this 
was promptly moved to the flank out of danger. -\ running 
fight of a mile or more developed. one incident being the Red 
force's getting involved in a rid-de-sac, from which it was only 
extricated in time by quick action of the Red commander? helped 
by the Blue commander's failure to quickly size up the situation. 
The decision was that the Blues had been delayed one hour. 

Lieu- 
tenant Wells, with eleven men (Red) ,  was sent to Wakapamine 
Lake to outline the position of a Company of Infantry covering 
the road. Lieutenant White, with the remainder of the Troop 

The second maneuver was an exercise in patrolling. 
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(Blue), representing a Troop of Cavalry, was given the mission 
to locate the enemy,'determine his approximate strength (by 
front covered) and send in sketch of his position. Lieutenant 
White used a widely extended system of patrols, with a support 
on the road. The deployment and patrol leading was at first 
excellent, reports numerous and intelligent. Shortly before the 
Red position was discovered, however, three of the patrols lost 
touch with the support in rough country and at the moment of 
contact were not available. The patrol leaders were later discip 
lined. The First Sergeant, with the remaining men, did some 
crafty work in the reconnaissance of the position.. The decision 
was that the Blue force had fulfilled its mission of gaining 
information, but through lack of support might have been cut off 
and the information gained made unavailable. 

The third maneuver, September 13th, was a simple rencon- 
ter, troops on the march. The Ked force marching south and 
the Blue force marching north, the Red superior, were started 
about two miles apart and the first contact timed so as to permit 
the Blues to seize a commanding mound. This plan worked out 
and the Blues held their position against the Red dismounted 
line, until a small party of Reds, mounted, moved through a deep 
ravine under cover to the left flank of the hill and charged as 
foragers from within 150 yards and completely surprised the 
Blue line, also capturing the led horses. The flank movement, 
under a Sergeant. was well timed and a complete success. 
Decision was that the Blues were driven off the field. 

The fourth maneuver, September 17th, was an outpost &air 
after dark. The camp lay near the toe of a deep horseshoe bend 
of Wounded Knee Creek, which was declared impassible. The 
neck of the horseshoe was about 150 yards wide. Lieutenant 
White, with twenty men, Red, left camp before dark and went 
about two miles from camp. Lieutenant Wells, with twenty-five 
men, protected the camp. He used two Cossack posts near the 
stream at  either side of the neck and a patrol between, the line 
about 300 yards from camp. The attack began at 7:45 P. M. 
and was at  first a feint on the left, then the whole line was 
engaged by a few men in front firing rapidly, while the main Red 
force endeavored to rush the right flank. The ruse succeeded 
partially, as the Blue support was hurried forward rather too soon 
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aed got sotnewhat out of hand, but the Red assaulting force 
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Stayed too long under shelter of some buildings which covered 
their movements and did not attack till the Blue suppart had 
again fallen back. A few Reds penetrated to the horses, but met 
the camp guard, and their attack failed. 'Decision was that 
the Reds had failed to break the line. 

On September 22d, a t  sharp midnight, I had "Call to Arms" 
sound& without previous warning. All men were in ranks under 
arms and the First Sergeant had reported at  12:OS. I then had 
camp struck, wagons loaded and at 1 A. M sharp started for Fort 
Robinson, where the Troop arrived as  first call for reveille was 
being sounded. 

Cost of Trip: 
The total amount 

expended was $177.40. This does not include the items of trans- 
portation of wounded man. expense of shipping the grain by rail 
to Chadron and expense of feeding and returning the lame horse 
to the Post. These three items will probably amount to $50.00 
more. 

The total amount allotted was $585.00. 

Recommendations : 
Its advantages over 

bulky, perishable cans is obvious, its utility has been demonstrated 
and it is of almost daily need in the field. 

2-That the heavy and bulky old style field ranges be called 
in and the new pattern, such as now used at Fort Riley, be 
substituted, or, in lieu thereof, a nesting mess outfit along the lines 
of the ones I advocated in the October, 1907, CAVALRY JOURNAL, 

which has receivd very favorable report from the Cavalry Board. 
3-1 suggest that the question of making the reservation a 

source of supply for hay for this Post be considered. The hay 
is excellent, far superior to the sandhill hay the Post is receiving; 
'the Indians cut and cure considerable now, and I was told by 
.Captain Gleason that they could easily, be induced to make more 
if they had a market; there is plenty of grass; it is close to the 
N. W. R. R. and the post, and the price paid the Indians, from 

1-That a canvas water bag be issued. 

-$6 to $7,-is a consideration. 
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&The old pony stock, while not extinct on the reservation, 
is disappearing and is being replaced by high grade mares, fur- 
nished by the Interior Department, and their progeny by good 
stallions. These Ogallalla Sioux still regard horses and cattle as 
their principal wealth, and they have learned to be discriminating. 
I saw, at the Fair at  Porcupine, several thoroughbreds of a very 
high class, imported from the East as racing stock. I believe that 
if these Indians and their advisers understood that there was a 
perpetual market at a good price for cavalry horses they would 
breed for that market. The Indian, unlike the farmer of today, 
wants a saddle horse, just as the cavalry service does, and he 
would take very kindly to the idea of breeding for the service. 
A Board, buying in open market on the reservation, could soon 
demonstrate the present possibilities and consultation with the 
authorities of the Indian Bureau would determine future expecta- 
tions. 

5-1 am informed by 11r. Brennan there are between 5.000 
and 6,000 Indians on his allotment rolls. The basis of allotment 
is a section to a husband, a half section to  a wife and a quarter 
section to each child born up to the date of final allotment. 
These allotments will take up practically all the land on the 
reservation of any value, escluding the sandhills and Bad Lands, 
and the Indians will remain under tutelage for, I believe, twenty- 
five years more. Consequently, the condition as to enclosed land 
are not very likely to change materially, especially i f  the Indians 
find it to their advantage to use their own pastures rather than to 
lease. These considerations suggest the use of the reservation as 
a maneuver ground, by arrangement with the .Interior Depart- 
ment. The advantages, besides the economy, would be : estensive 
territory, permitting operations of several days' duration ; rail- 
roads paralleling the border on the north. west and south, afford- 
ing bases for independent camps; good roads and some'local 
resources ; diversified country, presenting most of the important 
military features except forests and, a t  present a t  least, freedom 
from the annoyance of liquor. t 



XOTES ON THE PROGESITORS CF CERTAIN 
STRAINS OF THE MODERN AMERICAN 
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BY VETEPINAPIAN COLEJIAN NOCKOLDS, FIRST CAVALRY. 

(Continued from the Sovember, 1910, Journal of the i‘. S. Cavalry Assn.) 

HE supposition that  the  horse is indigenous to  Great T Britain seems to be substantiated by a plentitude of 
conclusions arrived at by the paleozoologist and hippogonist. 

Since the days of Cuvier (1769-1832) naturalists have been 
speculating about the origin of the domestic horses; they have 
failed to detect any characters in the bones or teeth by which the 
domestic breeds could be distinpished from each other, or from 
the fossil horses of the Pliocene and later deposits. 

Zoologista, up to the last century. took for granted that all 
the horses living under domestication are descended from one 
species, and that no breed of horses possesses any distinctive 
characteristics wliich serve to distinguish it from other breeds. 

“Breeds, 
though possessing no distinctive points, may have had a multi- 
ple origin.” Some naturalists, though deriving all domestic 
horses fro& one species (Equus fossilis), adinit that in prchis- 
toric times, say in the Bronze Age, there \vere three distinct 
varieties-the Steppe, Desert, and Forest types. 

But some zoologists go funher and assert that the domestic 
horses include three or four wild species amongst their ancestors, 
and that fairly typical representatives of the wild species domesti- 
cated in prehistoric times may still be found amongst the unim- 
proved native races of Europe and Asia. 

Believers in the single origin of horses living under domes- 
tication, as a d e ,  say that the original horse-the horse tamed 
during the Stone Age-is now represented by Equus przewalskii, 
the wild horse, which still survives in Mongolia. 

Hayes’ “Points of the Horse,” page 432, says: 

- 

-:c :. . . . . 
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Believers in the multiple origin of domestic horses admit that 
a species (E. fossilis) allied to the Steppe horse (E. przewalskii) 
took part in making modern breeds; but, in addition to an an- 
cestor of the Steppe type, they mention as possible ancestors: 
( 1 ) E. sivalensis, a 1 5-hands horse, which in Pliocene times lived 
amongst the foothills of the Himalayas; ( 2 )  E. robustus, com- 
mon in Europe during the Solutrian period of the Early Stone 
Age; and (3) E. agilis, which at the beginning of the Quaternary 
epoch ranged from North Africa to England. 

To the E. fossilis, commonly regarded as the ancestor of all 
horses now living, Owen directs attention in his work on “British 
Fossil bIamnials.” He  says : “The best authenticated associa- 
tions of the bones of the estremities and teeth clearly indicate 
that the fossil horse had a larger head than the domesticated 
races, resembling the wild horses of Asia.” 

Assuming that all the true horses living in England during 
the early part of the Pleistocene period had large teeth, it is rea- 
sonable to surmise that the relatively stnaller jaws, and the teeth 
of the modern breeds, have k e n  modified by domestication. 

That small Fquidae lived in the south of England along with 
the nianinioth is made evident by teeth and limb-bones in the 
British and other museums. Doubtless the teeth and limb-bones, 
which were found in a super-cretaneous drift at Brighton, be- 
longed to a small horse built on the lines of, and but little taller 
than, long, thickest, short-legged modern Shetland ponies ; and 
that the teeth from Chatham and Oreston and the cannon bone 
from Kent’s Cave, Torquay. belonged to a slender-limbed horse, 
about twelve hands high, which in make closely resembled an 
Exmoor pony. 

The drift at Brighton is known as the “Elephant Bed,” on 
account of the abundance of mammoth remains found there; it 
also contained the remains of horses which belong to the thick- 
set, broad-browed species (E. robustus), so largely represented 
in the bone mounds left by Palaeolithic man at  Solutre; the 
Oreston horse as clearly belongs to a slender-limbed, fine-headed 
northern variety, to which ponies of the Celtic type belong. 

The skeleton of a horse discovered during the exploration of 
the Romah Fort at Newstead belonged to a fineboned twelve 
hmds horse, with molars which in size and pattern agree with 
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the molars of the horse from the Oreston fissure, the metacarpal 
measures 214.5 nun. by 29 nun., thus differing but little from 
the Kent’s Cave metacarpal, which has a length of 220 mm. and a 
width of 30.5 mm. 

In the Newstead horse the length of the metacarpal is 7.21 
times the width; in the horses of the “Elephant’s Bed” type the 
length of the metacarpal is from 5.5 to 5.8 times the width. The 
slender-limbed twelve hands Newstead horse, with molars like 
those from Oreston, and cannon bones like one from Kent’s 
Cave, has a skull which, except in size, agrees with the skull of 
thesmaller kinds of Arabs, as in the Newstead horse the skull 
is narrow, and the face forms an angle of about 8 degrees with 
the cranium; in the horses of the “Elephant Bed” type the face 
is short and broad, and in line with the cranium. If the smaller 
Pleistocene species survived, as is likely, in nearly a pure state, up 
to the end of the first century, it is plausihle that nearly pure 
ponies of the Oreston type (E. agilis) may still occur amongst 
the unimproved native horses of the Outer Hebrides, \Vales, 
Faroe Islands, Iceland, Shetland, Xonvay, Exmoor and the Sew 
Forest. 

The modern M‘elsh ponies may be regarded as the modified 
and somewhat mixed descendants of the slender limbed race, 
which in prehistoric times occurred in the south of England. 
along with the mammoth and other large ungulates. By cross- 
ing Exmoor, Welsh, Connernara, Hebridean, Shetland, Iceland 
and other northern ponies with each other, and with .\rab, Java 
and Battak ponies, to the extent of somewhat forty crosses, Prof. 
J. Ewart Cossar has succeeded in ohtaining a type o i  ponies 
which have reverted either towards the “Forest” or “Steppe” 
ancestors, or in the desired direction, i.c., to the ancient type 
represented by the small horse from the Roman Fort at Sew- 
stead-the horse with molars like those from the Oreston Cavern 
and metacarpals like &?.one from Kent’s Cave. Of the forty 
crosses, three in make And color, all but realize one’s conception 
of the slender-limbed s w i e s  of the late Pliocene and early 
Pleistocene deposits. Of these three, one, a yellowdun colt, 
looks as if it belonged toAa pure and ancient race. This colt was 
obtained bY Crowing Connemara, Welsh, Iceland, b r a ,  Shetland 
and Arab ponies. 

. .  

. 
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A bay Connemara was first crossed with a black Welsh cob 
(Express IV); The Connemara-Welsh cross (black) put to a 
flea-bitten grey Connemara produced a brown colt. This brown 
Connemara-Welsh mixture was put to a cross (bay dun) between 
a yellowdun Iceland mare and a brown Barra stallion. The Cork 
nemara-Welsh-Iceland-Barra mixture (brown) was put to a cross 
(black) between a bay Arab and a dark brown Shetland pony. 
This animal is thought to be a very accurate restoration in color, 
and habits of a remote ancestor; in its habits it has always dif- 
fered from its companions; it has always been alert and active, 
and carries the tail high like Arabs, and moves the head from 
side to side like zebras and other wild equidae when escaping 
from an enemy. After it was weaned this colt often wandered 
about by itself, and regardless of fences, periodically visited 
fields around, in which the grass was more plentiful. Further 
evidences of reversion are found in the callosities; the dam has 
six, the sire eight, but the colt has only two. 

It is of interest tqobserve that by those who adhere to the 
single origin, of all domestic breeds, the pony is regarded as a 
dwarfed horse, and the horse as an enlarged pony. But the 
more ponies are studied the more evident it becomes that they 
have little or no connection with either the wild horse of Mon- 
golia or the E. sivalensis, the fifteen hands horse, which in the 
Pliocene times lived amongst the foothills of the Himalayas. 

At the beginning of the Miocene Period there were no 
horses over six hands, and even at the beginning of the Pliocene 
Period the largest horse known was only eleven hands. During 
Pliocene times several large horses were evolved, but even at the 
beginning of the Quarternary Period-after man had appeared 
on the scene-there were several species which probably never 
measured more than twelve hands. The descendants of wild 
ancestors which never exceeded, say, thirteen hands may be 
regarded as true ponies. 

If the progeny of wild species under thirteen hands are re- 
garded as true ponies, it follows that in prehistoric times there 
were two true species of ponies in the south of England, a species 
(not unlike the modem Exmoor pony) represented by the Ores- 
ton teeth and the Kent’s Cave cannon bone, and a species (not 
unlike the stout, broad-browed modern variety of the Shetland 

I 
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pmy, and the long-backed, elk-nosed, thick-set Iceland ponies) 
represented by the teeth and limb bones from the “Elephant 
Bed. ” 

In  addition to the ‘:Forest,” the “Oreston” and the “Prej- 
valensis” types, which Fgve taken part in making the present 
breeds of horses, there is no doubt that the E. sivalensis from 
the Siwalik Hills of India, and the E. namadicus from the Nar- 
babda Valley, India, have also contributed their share, the former 
having been mainly concerned in giving size to the English race 
horse, while probably the latter helped to produce the huge, 
coarse-headed shires and other heavy breeds. 

The facts are established by the testimony of many Roman 
historians and others that when Caesar invaded Great Britain, 
B. C. 55, the landing of the Roman troops was opposed by bodies 
of horsemen, besides chariots and infantry ; it is also certain that 
the inhabitants of the British Islands had horses which served 
as beasts of burden before the Roman invasion. Taking into con- 
sideration the condition of the country at that time, the bad state 
of almost non-existent roads, and that v’ehicles used were of a 
cumbrous structure. and driven at furious rates, it is reasonable 
to conclude that the horse of this period must have been both 
aaive and powerful. 

In the ancient British language Rhediad is the word for 
race-rheder,.to run-and rhedecfa, a race. These spring from 
the Gaulish rheda, a chariot. It seems by this as i f  chariot racing 
was introduced from Gaul at a very early period, and there are 
reasons for believing that horses were introduced into Great 
Britain by the Gauls and crossed with the native animals. It 
is an historical fact that the Gauls occupied and overran, partly 
or wholly, France, Spain, Northern Italy and the western part 
of Germany as well as the British Islands. Perhaps those Gauls 
who ravaged Upper Greece and Northern Italy, almost before 
the existence of authentic history, or their ancestors, brought 
horses that had come from the inland to the northward of the 

Even. without other strains, the native animals at the time of 
the Roman invasion were as large as the Welsh pony of today, 
and quite able to act as chargers for the warriors of that period. 

In his larger works on the horse, Youatt states “Caesar 

Alps. 
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thought them so valuable that he carried many of them to Rome; 
and the British horses were, for a considerable time afterwards, 
in great demand in various parts of the Roman empire.” 

There is no doubt, that during the occupation of Englattd 
by the Romans, the British horse was crossed to a considerable 
extent, by the foreign horses of the Roman mercenary or allied 
cavalry. I t  has generally been stated by writers on this subject 
that the British horse’was crossed by the Roman horse. This is 
a mistake, as the cavalry employed by Caesar were mounted 
chiefly on pure barbs, certainly not on Roman or Italian horses, 
which records show to have been very inferior kind of animals. 

After the Roman evacuation of England, and its conquest 
by the Saxons, considerable attention was paid to English 
breed of horses, and during the reign of Alfred r ning horses 
were imported from Germany; by this is meant li fl t horses, for 
the road and chase and not those kept especially for racing. It 
was not until the reign of the first Charles that horses were kept 
exclusively for racing. 

About this time and after English horses were highly prized 
on the continent. which shows that the horses presented to 
Athelstan, sent from Germany by Hugh Capet, had been turned 
to good account. 

The English themselves were, however, anxious to preserve 
the monopoly of the breed, for in 930 A. D. a law was passed 
prohibiting the exportation of horses. 

During Athelstan’s reign horses were held in high estima- 
tion, and those bred in England were supposed to be much 
superior to those of other countries. Many animals were im- 
ported at this time, chiefly Spanish, which shows the desire of 
the English, even at that early period, to improve the breed. 

“Shortly before the Norman conquest a horse was valued 
at thirty shillings, a mare or colt at twenty shillings, an ox at  
thirty pence, a cow at twenty-four pence and a man at a pound.” 
Money, it should be noted, then being equivalent to at least 
eighteen times its present value. 

William the Conqueror took great pains to improve the 
English breed, introducing many fine animals from Normandy, 
Flanders and Spain. This monarch owed his success at Hast- 
ings chiefly to his cavalry; his own horse was a Spanish one. 
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In this reign we have the h t  notice of horses being employed in 

The  first Arab horse-was imported to England during the 
reign of Henry I. It was presented by Alexander I, King of 
Scotland, to the church of St. Andrew's with many valuable 
accoutrements, and a considerable estate. What ultimately be- 
came of this animal or for what purposes used there are no 
records to show. 

It is to be regretted that the ancient historians were ex- 
clusively monks and churchmen, as they naturally paid little 
attention to the breeding of horses, which were held to belong 
to war rather than agriculture, and were forbidden to their 
order. Also until, comparatively speaking, very recent times, 
no heed has been given to the statistics of agricultural or animal 
improvement, and nothing, beyond a casual and passing notice, is 
mentioned of such matters, even by the best historians. 

The first race course was established in London during the 
Twelfth century. It was called Smithfield, and was both a 
horse market and race course. 

--= 

Fitz-Stephen, the chronicler of this period, says: 
"When a race is to be run by this sort of horses and per- 

haps by others which in their kind are also strong and fleet, 

dered to withdraw Out of the way. Three jockeys, or sometimes 
two, as the match is made, prepare themselves for the contest, 
such as are used to ride, and know how to manage their horses 
with judgment, the grand point being to prevent a competitor 
from getting before them. The hdrses, on their part, are not 
without emulation; they tremble and are impatient, and contin- 
ually in motion At last, the signal once given, they hurry along 
with unremitting velocity. The jockeys, inspired by the thought 
of applause and the hope of victory, clap spurs to their willing 
steeds, brandishing their whips, and cheering them on with their 
cries." 

During the reign of Richard I many horses were imported 
by the crusaders, but not with the idea of improving the breed, 
the Gtem of interbreeding animals being a matter, then, entirely 
undnprehded. Also the superiority of the oriental breed was 
not acknowledged, as the Arab horse of that or any other day 

. .  a shout is immediately raised, and the common horses are or- 

- 

a- 

. _  ~. , -  
id:. . :. 

MODERN AMEMCAN HORSZ 681 

was and is utterly incompetent to &port thd weight of steel- 
h t h e d  men-at-arms, who, during the feudal ages, constituted 
the real force of European armies. It is on record that the light 
cavalry of Asia and Arabia never once stood the shock of the 
barbed chivalry of the West, while on one occasion, before the 
walls of J&a, the English Richard, with seventeen knights, rode 
furiously along the front of sixty thousand Turkish horse, from 
right to left wing, without meting an adversary who dared to 
encounter his career. 

The Eastern horses, imported by the crusaders, were used 
for the chase, falconry, procession and other kinds of pomp and 

As it was, in those days, considered a reproach for a gentle- 
pleasures. 

man to ride a mare, they were doubtless stallions whi 

horse. 
King John paid great attention to the improvement of horses 

for agricultural purposes. H e  chiefly imported Flemish horses, 
and on a single occasion one hundred chosen stallions were im- 
ported. 

Although from time to time horses were imported either 
with the idea of improving their size, shape or speed, there are 
no reliable records of such importations. I t  is known that about 
a hundred years later King Edward 11, who was particularly 
fond of horses, purchased thirty war horses and twelve heavy 
draught horses, and Edward 111 devoted one thousand marks 
to the purchase of fifty Spanish horses. Of such importancr? 
did he conceive this addition to the English, or mingled blood 
then existing, that formal application was made to the Kings 
of France and Spain to grant a safe-conduct to the troop. 

When they safely arrived at the royal stud, it was com- 
puted that they cost the monarch no less than thirteen pounds 
six shillings and eight pence per horse, equal in value to one 
hundred and sixty pounds at the present day. This monarch 
received a present of two fencing horses from the King of 
Navarre, and gave 100 shillings to the person who brought 
them. 

In the reign of Richard 11, horse-jodteyship and the tricks 
of dealers had increased to such an extent that a special procla- 

introduced and as such, no doubt were crossed ?tlt&zx 

-- 
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illation w8s iams& regulating tile price of animals of various 
kinds, aad king a marimmn due.  Like aU other sumptuary 
taws and pmhiWory stattltes aBectbg to regulate trade, this 
prodiirnation proved wholly useless and fell dead It is curious, 
however, as pmving the great increase in the value of horses, 
Since the preding reign, and showing what were'five hundred 
years w, and what sti l l  are, the chief breeding districts. It 
was odered to be p u W  in the counties of Lincoln and Cam- 
bridge, and in the north and east ridings of Yo&. The price 
was restricted to that determiwd by former sovereigns. Expor- 
tation was stdctly forbidden, especialfy to Scotland, as a kingdom 
with which England was constantly at war ; and it is remarkable 
that, even in the time of Elizabeth, it was felony to export a 
horse to Scotland. 

These prohibitions prove two things. First, that the people 
and monarchs of England had now become fu!ly awake to the 
value of race and breed in horses; and second, that the superior 
quality of English horses was thus early acknowledged abroad, 
and that the demand for them was supposed to be greater than 
the s u p e d d y .  

During the reign of Henry VI1 at the close of the Fifteenth 
century, the exportation of stallions was prohibited, but mares 
more than two years old, under the value of six shillings and 
eight pence, d d  be sold to go abroad. At this time the English 
had large herds of horses in their pastures and common fields, 
atld when the harvest was gathered in, the cattle of different 
pr0prietors fed promiscuously together, on which account the 
horses were castrated. 

This was, therefore, the age of geldings, for the entire horses 
whi& were kept for breedi i  were confined in stables or on 
Iands which were enclosed. 

Under the d i n g  sovereign particular attention was 
paid to tbe raising of a strong breed of horses, and laws were 
instihited to enforce the carryhg out of that design. 

To secure size and strength in the progeny, it was thought 
nea%sary to deet the sires and dams of certain proportion, size 
and mould, aird not to permit any stallion or mare to breed except 
u n d e r d r c s e ~  A law was accordingly promulgated 

I 
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It was decreed: ."That no person should put in any forest, 
chase, moor, heath, common or waste any stoned horse above 
the age of two years, not being fifteen hands high, on pain of 
forfeiture; and that alI foals, fillies or mares likely to breed 
undersized or ill-shaped produce, should be killed and buried." 
By this statute of Henry VIII, any person might seize any horse 
of under-size, by going to the constable of the nearest town, and 
require him to go with him to bring such horse to the nearest 
pound, there to be measured by such officer, in the presence of 
three honest men, appointed by the officer, and if the animal was 
not up to the standard required by law, such person might take 
it for his own. Infected horses were required to be kept away 
from others, and by this same act it was provided: "That no per- 
son shall have or put to pasture any horse, gelding, or mare, 
suffering from mange, scab or other infecting diseases, on pain 
of ten shillings, and. such offense, as other common annoyances, 
shall be punished by forfeiture to the Lord of the Leet." 

Henry also compelled, by an act, men of rank, archbishop, 
and every duke to keep seven trotting stone horses for the saddle, 
each of which had to be over fourteen hands high. Every clergy- 
man possessing a benefice to the amount of one hundred pounds 
per annum, or a layman whose wife wore a French hood or a 
bonnet of velvet, had to keep one trotting stone horse, under the 
penalty of twenty pounds; and there were other regulations 
equally singular and unique. 

This monarch did not confine his attention merely to the es- 
tablishment of a generous and serviceable breed of horses; he 
also had provided from different countries skillful and experi- 
enced persons to preside in his stables, in order that through them 
the principles and elements of horsemanship might be dissemi- 
nated throughout the nation. He compelled the maintenance of 
so great a n m k r  of full-sized rnares and stallions, in every deer 
park, and in every rural parish of the realm, as must bave tended 
to bring about an increase of animals, bred of powerful and-well- 
formed parents, which were no doubt very superior to the worn- 
less jades destroyed by the existing laws. 

It was in this reign that horse-racing became an ackmwl- 
edged sport, and part of a series of regular and predevised en- 
tertainments. Annual meetings and fixed prizes were first es- 
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showingthat horse racing in its proper form is closely, 
abnost hdividlbly amnectd with the improvement of the horse. 

Dorisgtfrereignof Edward VIhorseskalingwas 6rst made 
a @tal o&nee, as a d t  of the advisers of.the youthful m n -  
arch, kcomiag anvinced that horses had become more valuable 
thaneverbefore. 

The #rm Great Horse, used by Writers when describing 
eventsof this period, means no more than war horse, as opposed 
a0 paIfrey or running horse, and has M) especial reference to the 
size, bulk or breed of the animal, though doubtless the war horse 
was a larger and heavier animal than that used for mere amuse- 
LlKllt 

It is a term familiar to any one acquainted with the old 
English writers, to say of a young gentleman, who had finished 
his physical education, that he d d  fence and “ride the great 
horse,” meaning that he could perfectly ride the manege. 

It is true that the inferior men-at-arms, at this time, were 
nunmted on Flemish horses, but the princes and nobles and other 
rcnights of renown rode Spanish or English horses, with a con- 
s i d d e  strain of desert b l d ,  possessing, through Flemish and 
other strains, bone and bulk sufficient to carry warriors in their 

The Flemish horse of that day bore no resemblance whatever 
to the dray home of today, though he be also of Flanders descent, 
any more than did the “Flanders mares,” which were the highest 
aspiiation of the extravagant court beauty in the days of Pope, or 
the animals upon which the Dutch and English troopers were 
momted, when with Marlborough at thdr head, they rode over 
the superb French gendarmeme of Maison Roi at Malplaquet 

An annual race was &n at Chester during Henry’s occu- 
pancy of the &-ne; the prize was a wooden ball embellished with 
flowas, QGed upon the point of a lance. This diversion was re- 
peated in the presabce of the mayor of the city, and was cele- 
brated on the Roodee, the identical spot where races are held at 
this day. These trophies were provided by the company of sad- 
dlers. In the year 1540 a dver bell was substituted for the 
former prize, d e r  the title of st George’s Bell. Hence comes 
the common phrase to “bear the bell,” as equivalent to be 
the victor. 

- 
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It seems that during E l i ’ s  time, for some reason not 
dearly explained, both the number and breed of horses in Eng- 
land appeared to have degemerated, for it is stated that when 
she mustered the whole of the militia of her realm to resist the 
invasion of Don Phillip, she could collect but three thousand 
horse. Saddle horses and carts were then used as meam of con- 
veying persons of all distinctions. The apparent scarcity of 
horses at this time may have been the result of the prohiition, 
enforced during the Tudor reigns, of the keeping of bodies of 
armed retainers by the great nobles. This might be the result 
of the decline of feudal militia, and the absence as yet of a regular 
cavalry force, rather than to the decay, to so enormous an extent 
in so short a time of the equestrian resources of England. The 
people of England in their habits continued, both high and low, 
and still to this day continue, to be singularly equestrian, using 
the saddle infinitely more, and light vehicles immeasurably less 
than the corresponding classes of people of the United States. 
Only a few years earlier than this time, at the period of the 
usurpation of Jane Gray and Dudley, the protector of North- 
umberland was at the head of two thousand horse, and Queen 
Mary of a yet larger body, while the Princess Elizabeth, at a few 
days’ notice, levied a thousand horse to defend her own and her 
sister’s rights. 

With the accession of James I a great improvement was 
systematically wrought in the English breed, and from this 
period breeding was constantly and progressively attended to. 
Horsemanship was still more practiced and encouraged, and many 
improvements and refinements in the art were introduced by the 
different masters, who now taught it throughout Europe. James 
purchased Markam’s Arabian horse at the then extraordinary 
price of five hundred pounds. He, however, was found to be 
deficient in speed, and the Duke of Newcastle, who then man- 
aged the King‘s hunting and racing stables, having taken a dis- 
like to the herse, his breed does not seem to have been tested, 
and for a time Arabians fell into disrepute. 

However, from this reign the history of English racing and 
of the English race horse may be held to commence, although no 
existing pedigrees trace so far back. 

Race meetings were regularly held at Newmarket, Croydon, 
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theboraes, and of N n n i a g d n g  to weight, age and distance, 
was now i u t r o d d  Pedigrees were kept, thp best and stoutest 
horses a d  mares being kept for breeding, and their progeny 
being for the moet part set aside for racing purposes. 

The race8 of King James were in great part matches against 
time, or trials of speed or bottom for absurdly long and cruel 

There was at first 110 course marked out for the race, but 
the contest generally consisted in running across the country, 
and sometimes the most difficult and dangerous part of the coun- 
try was selected for the exhibition. Occasionally the present 
steeple-cbe was adopted with a!l its dangers and persons were 
appointed to cruelly flog along the exhausted and jaded horses. 

Mission, in his travels in England, date about 1641, says: 
The 

most famous are usually at Newmarket, and there you are sure 
to see a great many persons of the first quality, and almost all 
the gentlemen of the neighborhood. I t  is pretty common for 
them tolay wagers of two thousand pounds sterling upon one 
race. I have seen a horse, after having run twenty miles in fifty- 
five minutes, upon ground less even than that where the races 
are run at Nemarket,  and having won the wager for his master, 
that would have been able to run anew without taking breath, if 
he. that had lost, bad ventured to run again.” 

In Hide’s Life of Master John Bruen, a Puritan of great 
celebrity, 1641, p. 104, the author recommends “unto many of 
our gentlemen, and to many of inferior rank, that they would 
give over their foot races, horse races, etc.” 

A proclamation was issued by the Protector Cromwell, 8th 
April, 1658, “prohibiting horse races in England and Wales for 
eight months.” 

The prejudice of the Puritans compelled the-Protector to 
issue this pr?clamation, at the same time he was an ardent lover 
of the horse, and an earnest promoter and patron of all that be- 
longs to honemanship: He  purchased of Mr. Place, afterwards 
his studmaster, the celebrated “White Turk,” still recorded as 
the most beautiful southeastern horse ever brought into England, 

. 

. -“The English nobility take great delight in horse races. 

. 

. .  .. ’ , -  

iUOD&hw UErnCAIY HORSE. 668 

and the oldest to which our present strain refers. To him suc- 
ceeded Villiers (Duke of Buddngham), Helmley Turk, and t o  
him Fairfax’s Morocco Barb. 

It is to these three horses that the English race horse of the 
old time chiefly owes its purity of blood, if we except the Royal 
mares specially imported by Charles 11, to which it is-mythically, 
rather than justly-held that all English blood should be traced. 

Of all the succeeding importations, those which are prina- 
pally known and referred to, as having notoriously amended the 
h o r d y  proof of stock begotten of superior qualities, and vic- 
tories on the turf through long generations-but few are true 
Arabians. 

There were, it is true, the Darley Arabian, the Leeds Ara- 
bian, Honeywood’s White, the Oglethorpe, the Newcome Bay 
Mountain, Combe’s Gray, the Damascus, Cullen’s Brown, the 
Chestnut, the Lonsdale Bay, and Bell’s Gray Arabians; but what 
is generally called the Godolphin Arabian was a Barb, not an 
Arab from Arabia proper. Against these we find Place’s White 
Turk, D’Arsey’s Turk, the Yellow Turk, Lister’s or the Strad- 
dling Turk, the Byerly Turk, the Selaby Turk, the Acaster Turk, 
Curwen’s Bay Barb, Compton’s Barb, the Toulouse Barb, Lay- 
ton’s Barb mare, the Royal mares, which were Barbs from Tan- 
gier, and many other Barb horses, not from the Eastern desert, 
heading the pedigrees of our best horses. 

It was during his exile, in 1658, at Antwerp, that the Duke 
of Newcastle wrote his “Methode et Invention Nowelle de 
Dresser les Chevaux,” giving his views on various breeds of 
horses which he knew. 

He praised the Barbs, and mentions that they often upset 
the Flemish horse in the tilt. He also writes of the solidness of 
the bone of the Barb as compared with all others: “Having a 
hollow scarcely large enough to inse a straw, while on the 
other hand in the same bone of a Hand rs horse you may almost 
insert your finger.” This is a fact as rpgards our thoroughbreds 
as compared with all other breeds in this country. 

Of the Barbs, he says: “ p e y  cannot run against the Eag- 
lish horse.” They have not the size, the bone, the muscle, or the 
shape, if we except the beautiful head, the fine neck, thin withers, 
and admirable long, deep and sloping shoulders, which are’the 
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This aphhnhas ken held by horsemen, who have had the 
least with horses of oriental blood, such as true Ara- 
w z u a ,  Persians and others, from the time of the 
first James to this day; although the fact is universally admitted 
that the whole original excellence of the British thoroughbred is 
attributable to the blood of the desert, and that no horse is held 
to be thoroughbred unless he can trace in both lines, paternal and 
maternal, to that blood. Although many horses of various East- 
em and African breeds have been constantly imported both into 
England and America during the last two hundred years, no one 
of them has improved the breed of race horses within the last 
century, or perhape two centuries. So low at present does the 
modem Arabian blood stand in the estimate of English turfmen 
that a horse begotten by a Turkish Arab, Barb, or Persian stal- 
lion, on aA English thoroughbred mare, receives in the Goodwood 
Cup and other races In which allowances are given, 24 pounds 
from all English bred racers; and a horse begotten by such a 
stallion on armare of any one of the same races, receives an 
eaormoas advan- of 48 pounds. The fact that even with this 
enornous advantage, no horse so bred ever wins any race or plate 
of consideration, shows that the distate of blood is not a preju- 
dice, but is founded on vaiid reasons. 

Why this should be 50 is not clear. I t  appears, however, to 
be a certain and k e d  rule of breeding, that in order to improve 
any race the higher and pure blood must be on the sire’s side, not 
011 the dam’s; and that he must be the superior animal. It is 
ibdisputable that the English and American thoroughbred horse 
is, in all respects, but espedally in size, bone, power and beauty, 
a superior animal to any of the oriental races, and consequently 
that his blood capllot be improved by any further mixture of that 
strain. These facts are no doubt the result of intelligent selection 
of sires and dams, more gewrous nutriment, better housing and 
clothing, and greater care given them by English and American 
horsemen. 

MODERN AMEMCAN nomE. be6 

No hk%gent sportsman doubts that the English or Amer- 
ican thomoghbred’horse can beat the Oriental horse -+here 
and everywhere, and in all respects. In Hindustan, at the Euro- 
pean - the whole-bred and even the half-bred English horses 
invariably beat the Arabs. In comparatively recent years an 
Irish mare, named “Fair Nell,” disgracefully beat all the Egytian 
Barbs of Ali Pasha, who had challenged the English Jockey Club 
to a trial match between English and Oriental horses for a prize 
of $SO,ooO.OO. Although the Irish mare “Fair Nell” was selected, 
she was not a racer of any note or distinction, and there is some 
dispute whether she was or was not actually thoroughbred. The 
result was, however, that vastly to the disgust and disappointment 
of the Egyptians, she defeated all the best Arabs of the Pasha’s 
stud with the greatest ease and this in a race of eight miles over a 
rough, stony and sandy desert course. 

Usually whep one imports an Arabian he asserts that his 
horse, and his only, is a real and superior blooded animal. But 
of all the animals imported of late years, which have been gifts 
of Oriental potentates to crowned heads or presidents, not one 
has been a valuable creature. 

On the restoration, the improvement of the breeds of horses 
was encouraged and advanced with renewed spirit. The Stuarts 
were a horse loving and sport encouraging race, and England, 
and through her, America, owe to them in great part the blood of 
matchless steeds. 

In  the reign of Queen Anne, the last of that house who sat 
on the royal throne of England, the English thoroughbred horse 
may be regarded as fully established. During this reign the first 
racing calendar was published in England, with nearly seven hun- 
dred subscribers. 

During this period the American colonies were planted, and 
English horses of pure blood were at a very early date introduced. 
In  those regions, where the settlements were principally made by 
men of birth, attached to the c a d e r  party, race horses were 
kept and trained, and race courses were established. A well 
authenticated stock of thoroughbred animals, tracing to the most 
celebrated English sires, many of which were imported in the 
early part of the Eighteenth century, were in existence consid- 
erably before the outbreak of the old French war. 
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LONG DISTANCE RIDES AND'RAIDS. 

ET Laanurr EE6uL B. FULLER, U. S. Aaxr RK~BED. 

ONG distance rides, as one writer has said, have always L been a favorite topic for poets and writers of romance. 
Nurnerous~acamnts of such rides, more or less incomplete 
and unsatisfactory as to details, are given in many books and 
periodicals. A careful examination of over two hundred of 
these accounts of notable rides that the  writer has accumu- 
lated shows that but  very few of them are of any practical 
value to the  cavalry student. So many of these recitals fail 
to'give any 'particulars whatever as to the gaits used, the 
halts made, the  weather conditions, the condition of the 
roads or trails, the  quantity and quality of forage obtainable, 
the care of the horses, etc., etc., that  no practical deductions 
can be made from them as a guide to those cavalrymen who 
may be required to cover long distances in a short time in 
future campaigni 

This same remark applies also to the published and official 
accounts of many of the great raids that have been.made in time 
of war and it is only by traang the routes on maps, to ascertain 
the distance, and by an examination of many reports, to discover 
the time taken in making the raid, that the particulars as to these 
points may be determined. Also, so many of these official ac- 
counts fail to report the forage carried or obtainable, the gaits 
used or the condition of the horses and men on their return that 
it is ditlicult to judge as to the success or failure of the raid in 
tbese respects, although in other regards, especially as to the 
d t s  of engagement, the property destroyed or captured, etc., 
tbe reports are generally complete, if not exaggerated. 

There are some notable exceptions as regards this failure 
to report particulars of rides and raids and to these especial at- 
tention will be paid in what follows in order that we may deduce 
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the best pactiCa methods for marching detachments or larm 
commands over long distances in the shortest p r a c t i d e  time 
and at the same time bring in the stock in good or fair condition 
for future service. 

Of course, it often happens in time of war that the condi- 
tions under which a hard ride or raid is made are such that horses 
and men must be p h e d  to the utmost limit of their endurance 
and that the question of their serviceability after the duty has 
been successfully performed must be neglected. At the same 
time, in all but the most extraordinary cases, it should be borne 
in mind that generally the condition of the command for imme- 
diate service after completing the ride, raid or forced march is 
an important factor to be considered. It is said that Mr. Lincoln, 
in commenting upon the extraordinary loss of horses during the 
Civil War, remarked that generals could be supplied by the stroke 
of the pen, but that horses cost money and were hard to procure. 

The subject of long distance rides, either by individuals, 
squads, detachments or larger commands-including forced 
marches-will be first discussed and later that of raids. 

The data for that part of this paper relating to rides has 
been gathered from various sources, but principally from the 
following books and periodicals: The Corntopolitan for Janu- 
ary, 1894, an article by Captain Charles King, U. s. A. ; Outing 
for April, 1893, by Major Henry Romeyn, U. S. A.; a recent 
number of Bdey's  Maga.za*ne; The Spectator, London. for Octo- 
ber 8, 1892 ; Chambers J o d  of November 26, 1892 : Militar 
Spectator for March, April and May, 1906; Allegemeine 
Schweit8erische Militar Zeitung of April 14, 1906, from "Riders 
of Many Lands," by the late Colonel Theo. A. Dodge, U. S. A., 
and last but by no means least, former numbers of the U. S. 
CAVALRY JOURNAL. 

I t  is remarked that this last saurce of information is not the 
least important of those mentioned for many of the earlier 
numbers of the CAVALRY JOURNAL, commencing with the very 
first, contain several important accounts of rides and forced 
marches, how they were made and how cavalry should be handled 
in such cases. These articles were by old and experienced officers 
who had participated in many rides and raids during our Civil 
War and on the plains since that war, and who knew how c a v d v  
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akrrlrt be not only in making forced marches but 
-0 

Tboac of our readers who have not read that delightful 
book by rrrhvl Dodge, “Riders of Many Ws,” should avail 
thiareehres of the first opportunity to do so as it not only con- 
tains accmnts of numerous exploits of the American cavalry, 
bt+ also gives maoy htensely interesting descriptions of horses 
apd botsemen of many coulltries 

Of these rides of which there are reliable accollllts, a large 
majority wen made by o&en of various foreign armies, either 
as TBC~S or for the pvpose of testing the staying qualities of the 
different breeds of horses These generally had the approval and 
ewoumgement of the higher authorities of their War Depart- 
ments, and, in some cases, of the Emperors of the respective 
countries to which the otficers belonged. 

Many of these endurance races, three of the most important 
ones in particular, were d k m l  failures as regards the purpose for 
which intended and degenerated into brutal tests of showing how 
playedout horses could be kept going under whip and spur as 
well as under the iduence of stimulating foods and drugs. The 
result has been that these higher authorities have withdrawn their 
approval of such races and have refused permission, in at least 

The thqe endurance races mentiomdare those from Berlin 
to Vienna and from Vienna to Berlin, participated in by nearly 
two hundred officers of the German and Austrian armies, in 1892 ; 
that from Brussels to Ostende, in 1902, in which sixty-one officers 
took part and that from Paris to Deauville, in 1903, with thirty- 
two 05cers as participants. 

In the Berlin-Vienna race, the German officers started from 
Berlin and the Austrians from Vienna, those from each starting 
point leaviag in pairs every fifteen minutes until a11 were on the 
d. Each officer was free to choose his own route, take his 
own gaits and make such stops as he chose, the only stipulation 
beisg that he must make the trip in eighty-five hours on one 
horse Or drop at. The weather was fine, the month being Octo- 
ber~ and * roads all good, The distance over the shortest route 
between the -0 Places is given as being about 360 miles, the 

’ two instances, to permit their officers to participate in them. 

publishes -9 “rging from 356% to 3Gzs miles. 
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The winner, Count Starhemberg, an Austrian lieutenant, 
riding an English half-breed horse, 9 years old, made the distance 
in seventy-one hours and twenty-six minutes, a little under thnx 
days. Lieutenant V. Reitzenstein of the German a m y  made 
the ride in seventy-three hours and six minutes and was second 
in the race. Lieutenant v. Miklos, Austrian, came in third in 
seventy-four hours and twenty-four minutes. AU three of these 
horses died within a day of two after finishing the race. Lieu- 
tenant Hofer of the Austrian army, riding a Hungarian half- 
breed mare, eight years old, was fourth in the race and his horse 
is reported to have been in good condition after having made 
the distance in sewenty-four hours and forty-two minutes. Of 
the 199 horses that started in this contest, fifty-four failed to 
come in, they either having been distanced or played out. Twen- 
ty-seven horses died from the effects of the race and many others 
were injured 

One writer has said of this endurance test : “In a majority 
of cases the German and Austrian officers proved themselves 
hard riders but poor horsemen, The disasters, so repugnant to 
feelings of humanity, indicate the inability of the riders to meas- 
ure the endurance of their mounts. Any man who can keep 
in the saddle can ride a horse to death. His sole requirements 
for the feat are a hard heart and a strong whip, but it requires 
a horseman in the highest sense of the word to get out of his 
animal in a given time the maximum quantity of work that it 
can safely perform.’’ Another writer says: “The large number 
of horses killed or foundered in this race distresses our sense of 
pure sport.” 

The race from Brussels to Ostende was won by Lieutenant 
Madamet of the French Dragoons in six hours and fifty-five 
minutes, the distance being eighty-two and one-half miles. There 
were sixty-one entries in this contest, of whom twenty-nine fin- 
ished. Four horses died on the way or later and others were 
permanently injured. The horse of the winner was reported by 
one authority as having been in excellent condition at the end 
of the race. He’mde a twelve-year-old full blood horse. The 
horse that came in sixth in this race is reported to have made 
765 miles in ten days eight months later, but this is improbable. 
He was an English half-breed, seven years old, and was ridden 
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b a -  of the a m y  of Holland. 'Another writer, in 
speeLingefthisraa,says: " A f t e r t h e k d t s o f ) h e B ~  
Ostede rides- know, it was hopcd that each revolting spec- 

. - The third of these amtests in which a large number of 
idkem took part was that from Paris to  Deauville, a distance 
ef 135 miks, which was mede by the winnet in nineteen hours 
a d  fifteen minutes. This was made in two stages, the first 
kisg from Paris to Rouen, 81 miles, and the second from Rouen 
to Deauville, 54 miles. A rest of three hours was allowed at  
Rowm which, however, was not counted in the time of making 
the ride The first stage was made in fifteen hours and the 
secood in four hours and fifteen minutes. Of the thirty-two 
horses that starm& all made the first stage, but four dropped 
out du&g the second. The winning horse, ridden by Lieu- 
tenant Beausil of the French army, was eleven years old, breed 
not given, and was reported as having arrived in very good 
coodition. Of this race Major T. B. Mott, in an account of 
it published in the CAVALRY JOURNAL of January, 1904, says: 
"The judging of this race the first day was easy, as it was 
only necessary to note who came in first. but that of the second 
was more delicate-to report upon the condition of the horses. 
Two had died, sotne had amved in good condition and did honor 
to their rid-, whose hst  care evidently had been to spare their 
mopLlts aspuch as possible. The horse running first was tired 
but not exhausted, and showed wonderful resistance. The great 
majority were in a pitiable condition and demonstrated the bru- 
tality of the trial." 

Of the other recorded rides, or, more properly speaking, 
races. in which two or more officers participated, the following 
are given as the most notable examples: 

In February, 1894, nine Russian officers rode from the 
Moscoa gate a distance of one hundred yersts (66 213 miles), 
the mate being th- several villages and return to the point 
of starting. The weather was &and the roads in good con- 
dition except for a short distance, where they were cut up by 
nbe and there was deep snow. The horses were in fine condi- 
h e  forthe race, having been well trained for the work, and had 
kea fed twemty quarts of oats per day. The winning horse, 

csdeb w d d  never be rppated" 
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George-, was a half-bred mare from the government breeding 
farm, eight years old, and made the race in seven hours, seven- 
teen minutes and ten seconds. Grad, the second horse, was an 
Anglo-Arabian stallion from the government stud, eight years 
old, and made it in seven hours and nineteen minutes. This 
horse had made forty-six and omhalf miles in six hours only 
two days before this race. The slowest time of any horse that 
came in was nine hours and nineteen minutes. 

Georgetta and Grad came in the freshest and finished the 
last 1,200 yards of the race at full speed. Regarding this con- 
test the following particulars are given as to the gaits, etc., 
used by 'the winner: The rider dismounted and walked up all 
hills. A fast trot was taken for the first and two-thirds miles, 
then a walk for about 1,200 yards, then a fast trot for about 
three and one-third miles, and then the walk was again taken 
for about 1,200 yards. Although varied a little, as, for instance, 
over the six and one-half miles of .bad road, where. a slow trot 
was taken, this order was kept up throughout the race, except 
that a field gallop was taken for about six miles over a good 
stertch of road and after the ten-minute rest which was taken 
at the middle of the distance. One h rse, a thoroughbred, gave 
out and failed to complete the entire distance. 

In April, 1889, a party of Australian Mounted Infantry 
arranged a race from a maneuver camp to their homgstation. a 
distance of 116 miles, over roads heavy from continuous rains 
and crossing a range of hills which threw out a number of the 
contesants. Eleven started and the winner made the distance in 
twenty-three hours and twenty minutes, the second being only a 
few yards behind him. The second man actually made the 
better race, as his horse carried over twenty pounds more weight. 
No particulars of this race are given except the condition that 
the horses should arrive not distressed and be capable of doing 
a further ten miles. They rode in full marching order, and the 
one that came in second carried 199 pounds. 

In  August, 1895, two German officers and nine non-commis- 
sioned &rs made a m i c e  ride, in full marching order, from 
Ludwigslust to Berlin, a distance of 220 miles in 79 hours and 
15 minutes. AU the horses amved in very good condition. 
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r: . In that same mwth a party of eight Norweigian oflIioers 

rodeQ3~4hninenineatuitwtwentyminutes. Onehorse 
sacambd and two others dropped out. 

V i y ,  a distamr of 113 miles, the winner, Lieutenant de St. 
Geraud, making it in twenty hours and thirty-five minutes. All 
deven made the emtire dbtance and the horses were all reported 
as having been in very good conditioa The winner was awarded 
the prize for the best kmgdhtance ride of the year. 

In Angust, 1898, ten German offim rode practically the 
same distaace as that of the last-mentioned race-112% m i l e  
the winner, Lieutenant Bleibtreu, covering it in even twenty 
hotus. All the riders covered the entire distance and all horses 
were reported as being in good condition at the end of the race. 
The winner rode a sixteen-year-old service horse of the Hanover 
riding schoot, and won the honor prize for the best ride of the 
]rear. 

In  July of that year twelve Italian officers contested in a 
race of 222% miles. Geutenant Aloisi, riding an English full 
blood marc, won in forty-one hours and forty-nine minutes. His 
horse was in good shape at the end of the race. Six of the 
twelve horses succumbed and dropped out of the race. 

In October of this year eighteen Italian officers entered 
a race from Florence to Pisa and return, a distance of 194 
miles. N& only made b e  entire distance, and four horses- 
English horses-succumbed. The winner, name not given, rode 
a full blood Italian horse and won in thirty-one hours and fifteen 
minutes. AI condition ride was made on the following day of 

In this same month sixteen Swiss officers started in a race 
from Lausanne to Bern and back, 125 miles, with an obligatory 
rest of ten hours at Bern. Only eight finished, and the winner, 
Lieutenant BlaDcpain, came in with his horse in very good con- 
dition, in fifteen hours and one minute. The riders were all 
heavy weight, eight of them weighing over 165 pounds. 

In January, 1894, detachment of eleven officers and two 
M o d  ofKcers of the Saxony Riding School rode 
from Dresden to Leipig and back, a distance of 173% miles, 
in thirty-sevem hours and twemty-three minutes. They rode 
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East Prussian government bred service horses, and all were 
reported in good condition at the conclusion of the ride. 

A party of thirteen Swedish officers rode a distance of 
seventy-five miles in February, 1895. The winner, Baron v. 
Cederstrom, made it in eight hours and seven minutes on an 
English full blood mare-milk teeth out-the horse being in 
“satisfactory” condition on amving. The ride was made in 
very cold weather and there was much snow on the ground. 

In  May of this same year twenty-two German cavalry offi- 
cers rode from Dresden to Leipzig, eighty-four and one-half 
miles, the winner, Lieutenant Zurn, making it in five hours and 
fifty-seven minutes. His horse, an East Prussian half blood 
six years old, coming in in good shape. In this race six horses 
played out en-route and ten of the twenty-two succumbed either 
during or after the race. The report states that the temperature 
was very high when this ride was made. 

In  June. 1896, twenty-two Italian officers started in a race 
of ninety-seven and one-half miles. Lieutenant Vital came in 
first in twelve hours, with his horse in good shape. Six horses 
failed’ to make the entire distance. 

In  October, 1897, Lieutenant Garacciola of the Italian Cav- 
alry won in a race from Milan to Brescia and badc-197S miles 
-against seventeen competitors. His time, thirty-nine hours 
and forty-eight minutes. The condition of his horse on amval 
was reported as “pretty good.” Three of the eighteen horses 
failed to cover the entire distance. A condition ride of twenty 
miles was made before and after this race, time not given. 

I n  April, 1903, a party of five French lieutenants raced from 
Sedan to St. Menehadd and back, a distance of 113% miles. 
They rode service horses from eight to eighteen years old, 
reported as half bloods and full bloods, and all arrived in good 
condition. The winner was Lieutenant de Lavangyor, who made 
it in nineteen hours. 

The foregoing are but a few of the many endurance rides 
made by parties of foreign officers within the last ten or fifteen 
years of which accounts are given, but these are among the 
longest and hardest rides of which there is any reliable data 
given. 

In comparing these rides with those made by some of out 
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it mast be tbat in all of the above noted cases the 
r i d g w c r c ~  madeova good road% in thickly populated 
oormtries, where stopping places were freqmt, and where every 
care umld be given the horses; that the horses were of the best; 
that they couki be fed and watered regularly, and that often 
grooms were sent ahead to the various resting places. 

On the other hand, it wilrbe observed that the noted rides 
made in this country were generally over country with no or 
poor roads; that oftentimes but little grain could be obtained; 
that water was scarce and often bad, and that the horses ridden 
were f q d y  the ordinary troop horse 

Having noted the more important of the semi-official rides 
in foreign countries in which several o k r s  participated, a few 
of the most remarkable individual rides will now be noticed. 

Without doubt there has been no individual ride, of which 
there is any reliable record, made on one horse, that equals that 
made by Lieutenant Peschkof of the Russian cavalry, in 1892. 
He rode from his station in distant Siberia, a place with an 
unproaounceable name and which is variously spelled in the 
different accouLlts of this ride, to St. Petersburg, a distance that 
is also ditkrently stated in the accounts. Accepting, however, 
the lowest of the distances given, this officer rode over jive thou- 
Jond mik? in a period of one -red and rcinety-three days, and 
that his average for the actual marching days was over thirty- 
setrefi, miles per day. On many days he exceeded this distance, 
and one day made over fifty& miles. 

It must be remembered that much of this distance was “over 
a trackless waste,” with only here and there any village, hamlet 
or other stopping place, and that the part through Siberia was 
rpade in the winter with the thermometer often many degrees 
below zero and the roads a d  trails covered with snow. 

He rode a horse of the local Siberian breed, nine years old, 
atd but twelve and threequarters hands h i g h  mere pony. 
He was a clumsy looking animal, as can be seen from the cut 
showing horse and rider that appeared in the September, 1890, 
mrmbet of the CAVALBY JOURNAL, in which a full account of 
this remarkable ride is given. It is said that the Lieutenant 
paid tbe eqtjvaknt of forty-five dollars for this horse. His gait 
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was an ambling trot which, it is stated, he could keep up for 
mile after mile 

 his officer carrid no baggage 0; provisions and rode a 
heavy Cossack saddle, much heavier than the military saddles 
of any other country, and he was necessarily burdened with 
heavy clothing to withstand the extreme cold weather of the 
first part of his journey. He was light but of athletic build, 
and during the entire trip cared for his horse himself and never 
trusted anyone to feed, water or groom him. 

He carefully planned his route, and whenever practicable 
stopped at villages where forage could be obained and where 
his horse could be sheltered. It is said that he spent at least 
two hours every night in caring for his horse. Although the 
usual allowance of feed for this horse was nine pounds of oats 
and a small amount of hay, towards the last of the ride he con- 
sumed thirty pounds of oats and fifteen pounds of hay each day, 
showing that he had a voracious appetite and good digestion 

The gait used was ordinarily the trot, which would be kept 
up for four or five miles, when the Lieutenant would dismount 
and’ run by his side for about two-thirds of a mile or more, 
when he would mount and take up the trot again. Dodge, in 
his account of this ride, states that the horse had a running walk 
at which he could cover seven miles an hour. Probably this is 
the same gait that another writer calls an ambling trot. 

He usually rose at seven and took the road after he had 
cared for his horse and had breakfasted, and whenever prac- 
ticable retired at nine. He generally made but one stop for rest 
during the day, and simply loosened the girth of his sidle while 
resting. His horse was officially examined at the several military 
pssts through which he passed, and was reported as being in 
good condition at all. There was but one day in which the 
horse showed signs of being tired, but after a day’s rest he seemed 
as fresh as at the start. 

As he approached St Petersburg a Life Guard regiment 
with two bands met him and he was escorted into the city, where 
he was shown great attention by the military authorities, received 
by the Emperor, and W l y  was knighted and promoted. 

The previous year-1- Cornet of Russian cavalry 
named Asseef rode from Louby to Paris, a distance of 1,650 
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d e s ,  in thirty4wo days, using, however, two horses, both of 
which arrived m gooti amdition. It was during a discussion as 
to the merits of this ride by the Russian oflicers at the far-dis- 
tant statim in Siberia, that L i e u t e h t  Sotnik.Peschkof asserted 
that there was no glory in making such a ride and that he could 
beat it on his horse “Seri” to St. Petersburg. 

Nearly every horseman has heard of the celebrated ride of 
“Dk Turpin,” the English highwayman, from London to York 
on his mare “Black Bess,” and probably many have believed 
that the rider and horse were myths and that the accounts of 
that famous ride were the products of the facile pen of some 
romancer. Both the London Spectdor and Chumbefls JourrrcJ 
mention this among other noted rides, and state: “Nevertheless, 
it was actually made, and it stands as a record of its kind. The 
highwayman, riding with the best reason in the world-the safety 
of bis neck-vered the distance of over two hundred miles in 
a little under twelve hours. This ride stands alone as the longest 
and fastest ride ever made on the same horse.” 

The Spectator Militav, in its account of this ride, gives the 
distance as eighty-two and one-half miles and the time as eleven 
hours. This latter account would appear more prQbable as to the 
distance a single horse could be ridden in the time given, but this 
caunot be correct, as the distance in an air line between these 
two places, as measured on the map, is about 180 miles. 

There is a report of a ride made in 1820 by an English 
captain named Mulcarter, from London to York, in which the 
distance is given as 204% miles, which is probably correct as 
the toads ran He rode a full blood English mare, and covered 
the distance in forty hours and thirty-five minutes. This is 
making good time and was a hard ride, yet in the report of 
Turpin’s ride he is credited with covering this same distance in 
a little over one-fourth the time. The account of his ride is 
unbelievable. 

There is a reliable account of an Englishman, Squire Osbald- 
stone, having ridden, in 1831,200 miles in ten hours. In  doing 
this, however, he rode sixteen horses and changed every four 
miles. This was a test of the man’s endurance rather than of 
that of his horses. Another accormt of this ride gives the time 
as eight hours and forty minutes and that he used twenty horses. 

* 
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In 1849 a Captain Charles Townley rode with dispatch- 
from Belgrade to Constantinople-820 miles. He was in the 
saddle for five days and eleven hours without rest except on one 
occasion for six hours and the time necessarily consumed in p r e  
curing and cham to fresh horses, which he did whenever and 
wherever he could. The roads, never at any time good, were 
in places deep with mud and he had to cross the Balkans at night 
in utter darkness. Twice the horse which he rode fell with him 
and before he had covered half the distance an old wound had 
reopened and drenched him with blood. He  arrived at Constant- 
inople at half past five one morning and delivered the dispatches 
ahead of other couriers from other countries and thus averted 
a war. 

This was ifideed a wonderful test of the endurance and 
pluck of the rider, but being without data as to the frequency 
with which changes of horses were obtained, it is impossible to 
judge as to the endurance of them or as to the rider’s horseman- 
ship in getting the best results from his mounts. 

A Mr. Wilde, an Englishman, rode 127 miles in six hours, 
and a Mqxican named Leon is reported to have made 505 miles 
in less than fifty hours, but in both of these cases the number 
of horses used or other data is not reported. 

There is an account of a ride made by the “American Rough 
Rider, Major Barbour,” in the Allegenreine Scheitzerische Mil& 
fur Zeifung of April 14, 1906, which is not mentioned in any 
of the other accounts of famous rides, and which, insofar as the 
writer knows, is not authentic. It states that he rode from New 
York to Paris by the way of Vancouver, Alaska and Siberia, 
a distance of 16,000 miles, which he made on a single horse in 
one thousand days. No particulars are given as to his route 
other than that mentioned above, or as to how he crossed from 
Alaska to Siberia. 

This same periodical also gives accounts of the rides of 
Robert Carey from Whitehall to Edinburg, 400 mil- in three 
days, when he camed the news of the death of Queen Elizabeth 
to James VI, and that of Thomas Wolsey, afterwards Cardinal 
Wdsey, from London dderland, Halland, with a message 
to the Emperor Maxi a bawling by boat from Landon to 
Gravesend and again from papet to Calais, and riding the inter- 
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mediate disbrnwa He left Lodm at four one afternoon and 
was badt in London at sunset the seajnd day thereafter. In 
neitha of these aammts are the number of horses used stated. 
This same j o m d  has 0 t h  accormts of sume remarkable, and 
mafewinstanas uMievabk, rides which are not elsewhere 
reporkd and which are withoat g&utidars. 

During the years 1881 and 1882 Lieutenant de la Cmble of 
the French Dragoons rode his mare, La Mascotte, in six dif- 
ferent h g - d i s m c e  tests from Sedan through the surrounding 
country, as follows: The first was 107 miles in fourteen hours; 
the second 92 miles in eleven hours and fifteen minutes; the 
third 157 miles in twenty+ne hours; the fourth 105 miles in 
fifteen hours; the fifth 165 miles in twenty-one hours, and the 
&st 298% miles in seventy-two hours. The horse was reported 
as in good shape after all six of these rides except the fifth, in 
which the report as to her condition was “poor.” That she was 
not permanently injured is shown by the fact that a few months 
later she made over 200 miles in thee days. 

Lieutenant Roeder of the German cavalry rode, in 1881, 
aaxmpanied by a servant, from Strassburg to Spain, 1,312 miles 
in fifty-three days, an average of about twenty-five miles per 
day, using an East Prussian bred horse, which he sold for a good 
price at the end of the ride. 

In October, 1874, a Hungarian officer, Lieutenant von 
Zubovics, rode a Hungarian horse from Vienna to Paris, 781 
miles, in fourteen days and five hours, the condition of the 
horse being reported as “satisfactory” at the conclusion of the 
ride. 

Lieutenant Salvi, an Italian cavalry officer, is reported to 
have ridden from Bergamo to Naples and back, in 1882, a dis- 
ante of 687 miles, in ten days, the horse being in good condition 
at the e n d  

In 1893, Lieutenant von Sandart of the German Field Artil- 
lery rode an East Prussian mare from Saarlouis to Trakhenen, 
without any preparatory training of his horse, 1,018 miles in 
fiftee!n days He had a helper that traveled in advance by rail, 

In August, 1894, LieutemntH Tte‘ yon Hennekrg, German 
aad he rested one entire day while 

Cavalry, rode a Har~over Riding School horse 325 miles in three 

c 
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days. This same horse was ridden practically the saxne distance 
two years later in the same time, seventy-two hours, and again 
a year later, in 1897, he made 309 miles in seventy hours, the 
horse being in very good condition at the end of each ride 

There are many other reports of notable rides that have 
been made by foreign officers during the last fifteen or twenty 
years, but those given above will give a fair idea of these test 
rides or races. 

There are also a few reports of some remarkable rides made 
by Arabians, but of these Colonel Dodge, in the book mentioned 
above, says: “If one were to believe the Arab when he is boast- 
ing of his pet’s ability to travel, one would have to set down the 
average Arabian horse as being equal to or a trifle better than 
a Baldwin locomotive. One is permitted to preya ‘cate when 
narrating successful tramps after fish, but it is a x nous fact 
that the larger the game the smaller is the prevarication. ‘Horse 
talk is often interlarded with occasional suspicious skatements, 
and the Arabian is no exception to the rule-’’ He (Dodge) vis- 
ited Arabia and rode some of their horses, but he states that he 
could find but one well-authenticated account of their much- 
boasted rides and that was of a horse having been ridden eighty 
measured miles in a day. 

In comparing the foregoing reported rides with the accounts 
which follow of those made in this country, it should be remem- 
bered that, in addition to the differences heretofore noted, these 
foreign officers, as a rule, rode their own mounts, and no one 
not owning a horse with unusual endurance would have been 
foolish enough to enter such races; that the horses had all been 
carefully hardened for the work before them, and that they car- 
ried the least possible weight. 

On the other hand, the rides noted below were generally 
made by officers, scouts or enlisted men of the regular army 
while on service on the plains; that, as a rule, they rode with 
packed saddles, carrying their arms, equipments and rations, 
and that in many cases they rode the ordinary. troop horses, 
which although at times hardened by campaign, were frequently 
without any previous training for the ride. 

“In June, 1868, a man named Moms rode from Seguache, 
then a small se$tletneat at the head of the San Luis Park, Colo- 
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rado, to Fort G91.land nearly 100 miles, in ten and onehalf 
hapa His horse was a southem California broncho, about 
forvbcen and one-half hands high and weighing about 750 
pounds He carried, including saddle, about 165 pounds. He was 
brought in from the range for this ride and had no previous 
--** 

The causeof this ride was to report a threatened outbreak 
of Indians, and this man, on the same horse, accompanied the 
infantry c o d  that marched to the scene of the outbreak 
the following morning, covering fifty miles that day, and on the 
third day he rode eighty miles on this horse, warning settlers of 
the threatened attack. The horse was not at all injured by these 
rides. 

“Tom Tobin, whom every officer who served in Southern 
Colorado or Northern New Mexico knew, when a mere lad 
carried dispatches for General Kearney, during the Mexican 
War to Fort Leawnworth, over 800 miles, in less than eleven 
days, using six horses, Indian ponies, and procuring his remounts 
from Indian camps en-route.” 

“John Kirley performed a similar service from the army 
camp near Salt Lake during the Mormon troubles, to Fort Leav- 
enworth, nearly 1,100 miles in seventeen days, using four horses. 
He abandoned his last mount a few miles out from his destination 
and packed his saddle in.” 

since notorious Dalton boys repeatedly 
rode from the w camp near Caldwell, Kansas, to the 

enty-three hours, and on some 
wim unfordable streams, hanging 
ng his dispatches in his hat.” 

writer with one scout rode from a- 
on to his horse 

andle of Texas to Fort Supply, 
110 miles, in about thirty hours, six of which were spent under 
the lee of a bluff to escape the fury of a ‘norther.’ Snow was 
011 the ground which ‘balled’ badly.” 

“In 1877,Caanpany F of the Fifth Infantry, mounted on 
captured Indian ponies, marched from the mouth of Tongue 
River, Montana, s ix ty  miles, without a halt, covering the distance 
in less than twelve hours. Most of the men and some of the 
ogicers were new to the mounted service.” 

h j  
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“In 1866, a chestnut mare belonging to a troop of the Third 
Cavalry was ridden from the Cimarron Agency to Fort Union, 
New Meacico, fiftyfie miles, in‘four and one-half hours.” 

The six foregoing accounts are taken from Major Ro- 
meyn’s article in the April, 1893, Outing. 

In  his article in the Cosrnopolitafi for January, 1894, Cap 
tain King, in commenting upon the endurance races in foreign 
countries, says: 

“Contests for supremacy that result in collapse are, or should 
be, things of the past, and it is one of the glories of the Arneri- 
can cavalry that, however often it may have been called upon 
to make long-distance rides-frequently, indeed, to the rescue 
of beleaguered and imperiled humanity-the trooper and his 
mount have generally come in at the home stretch fit for business 
and full of fight. 

“Illustrations of longdistance racing are few in our annals. 
Illustrations of rapid and scientific marching are many. These 
were long-distance cavalry rides in the best sense of the term- 
dashes to the rescue of comrades surrounded by Indians, of 
detachments besieged, sometimes of captured women, sometimes 
to head off and overthrow a hostile force. In each and every 
one of these cases the problem was not only to make the best of 
every minute, to get to the scene of action in the shortest possible 
time, but to bring thither the bulk of the command fit for any- 
thing it might find at the finish. Compared with a problem of 
this character, the question of how to train and ride a single 
horse so that he may carry his rider over a given distance in the 
shortest time sinks into insignificance.” 

The following four accounts of noted rides are from the 
above mentioned article by Captain King : 

“Another famous ride, on a somewhat smaller scale, but 
one of the traditions of the old army, was that made by Lieu- 
tenant Samuel D. Sturgis* of the Third Dragoons, when, in 
January, 1855, a party of Mescalero Apache Indians raided 
within twenty miles of Santa Fe, killing several settlers and 
running off some sixty head of stock. Sturgis, with only fifteen 

+Later Colonel of the Seventh Cavalry and Brevet Major General, U. S. 
b. . 
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I men, was sent in pursuit after the Indians h i  about eighteen 
h a a d  start. H e  folbncd them for sixty hours, overtaking the 
Indips oae handrcd and seventy-five miles from Saata Fe. In 
tbt Q#tt that ensued three Indians were killed, s e v d  wounded 

- and all the @ x l c  recovered.” 
“Ow of the best 011 record of individual rides or long dashes 

. with dispatches &the exploit of Captain Charles F. Roe, Troop 
‘A,‘ National Guard &of New York,* but then a lieutenant of the 
First U. S. Cavalry. 

“In the sammex of 1869 he camed dispatches from old 
Camp Harney, Oregon, to Camp Warner, Oregon, a distance of 
one hundred and fifty miles, accompanied by a sergeant and 
a private and provided with two days’ cooked rations. 

The first twenty-five miles lay dong the valley of Silver Creek. 
Then came fifty miles more of sage brush and alkali. When 
once clear of the gamson they struck a trot and. maintaining 
this gait whenever poss_ible, went all night long until after five 
the next morning, when they halted, unsaddled and fed from 
the nodmgs in the middle of the desert. 

“A cup of coffee and a bit of bacon was enough for him 
and his men. An hour later they were away again with the 
worst stretch .of road ahead of them; the sand fetlock deep; 
Warner Lake water densely alkaline, burning the skin from the 
lips anh mouth. Yet on they went, seven miles an hour, and at 
8.00 P. M., just twenty-four hours after leaving, they rode into 
Camp Warner, the actual riding being twenty-two and one-half 
hours.” 

“Another plucky ride was that of Lieutenant J. Franklin 
Bell,? now adjutant of the Seventh Cavalry, through the Bad 
Lands of Dakota. Going into Medora, a little town at the 
crossing of the Little Missouri, by the Northern Pacific Rail- 
way, he found important dispatches for his brother office;, Lieu- 
tenant Garlington,$ then in the field and all alone. Bell rode 
away from Medora at sunrise on an August morning, covered 

“It was just eight when they jogged out of Camp Harney. . 

*Now Major General Commanding the National Guard of New York 
tNow Major General J. Franklin Bell, late Chief of Staff. U. S. Amy. 
*Now Brigadier General and Inspeaor General U S. Army. 
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fifty-five miles through the roltgfiest country in the Northwest 
by noon, p t  a mount in Captain Vamum*s* camp and just 
at sunset reached Garlington The distance covered was over 
one hundred miles and the gait was a trot or gallop. 

“The annals of the great war have many more, perhaps the 
most remarkable being that of Henry Kyd Douglas, now Adju- 
tant General of Maryland, but at the time a young officer selected 
to bear dispatches for Stonewall Jackson, through pitchy dark- 
ness, over river and mountain, from Hamsonburg in the Shen- 
andoah valley over the Blue Ridge, through Swift Run Gap, 
then by the way of Sinnardsville, Madison C. H., Culpepper and 
Brandy Station, to General Ewell, then in the field. Douglas 
started just after sundown of an April evening and in a pouring 
rain splashed through mud and mire and the blackness of Erebus 
over the mountain trail; exchanged his gallant blooded mare for 
a big raw-boned racer some forty miles from the starting point; 
used up mount number two in a fifteen-mile spurt for Madison 
C. H., where he swapped him for a little gray which stumbled 
in the mire and darkness after a run of barely a mile and could 
not be’induced to rise. The magic name of Jackson won him 
mount No. 4, who carried him nine miles and gave place to a 
gaunt roan. The next stage was the eleven-mile dash to Cul- 
pepper, where in the faint, cold glimmer of dawn the young officer 
reached General Dick Taylor, who steered him on to Brandy 
Station and beyond. Just twenty hours from the start, Douglas 
found General Ewell and delivered his rain-soaked dispatches. He 
had covered the entire distance of one hundred and five miles 
in less than twenty hours and the worst eighty of it in less than 
ten. Delays due to losing the road in one place and of the little 
gray in another had made havoc with the record after an admir- 
able start. Douglas used five horses in all, Bell two, Rose one.: 

Th.e following reports of rides have been gleaned from so 
many different sources that it is impracticable to give credit in 
all cases: 

During the cholera epidemic at Fort Riley, in 1855, ar. 
employee of the quartermaster‘s department named Orton, car- 
ried dispatches announcing the death of Major Ogden from that 

.Now Lieutenant Colonel. Retired, U. S. Amy. 
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post to Fort Leavenworth, distant 130 &es, in forty hours, 
riding ate  mFlle the eotirqd- 

A mail rider. in the early days on the frontier, camed the 
mail f m E l  Pas0 to Chihuahuaonce a week and back the next 
H e  rode the distance of three hundred miles in three consecutive 
nights He had to ride by night and hide by day, as the country 
w y i  infisted by A e l  He rested his pony four Gays between 
trips “Six months of this work had not diminished the fire or 
flesh of that wonderful pony.” He camed at least two hundred 
pounds of rider, mail and trappings. 

I n  1891, two-troopers of the Eighth Caval4 rode with dis- 
patches one hundred and ten miles in twenty hours. 

Captain Fountain,* Eighth, Cavalry, once rode on the fron- 
tier eighty-four miles in eight hours and again one hundred and 
ten miles in twenty-three hours. 

In 1876,eOlonel Lawton rode from Red Cloud Agency to 
Sidney, Nebraska, one hundred and twenty-five miles, in twenty- 
six haurs. 
. In 1880, Captain A E. Wood, Fourth Cavalry, rode with 

eight men, in pursuit of deserters, one hundred and fort& miles 
in thirtyone hours. The gaits used-on this ride were as fol- 
lows: Walked thirty minutes, then a trot for fifty minutes, 
rested and adjusted saddles for ten minutes. Then trotted for 
fifty ‘minutes and walked for ten m h t e s ,  alternating these 
gaits. They made but two long halts of one hour each, one for 
breakfast and one for supper, when they unsaddled, made. coffee 
and grazed their horses. At the end the horses were very tired 
and one was lame, but otherwise in good condition. 

. In  1870. four men of Troop “H,ss Fourth Cavalry, carried 
dispatches one hundred and forty miles, over bad roads and 
with little or bad water, twenty miles of which was through 

condition. After a day’s rest they returned to their station in 

In 1879, Captain Dodge with his troop marched eighty miles 

*Now Brigadier General, Retired. U. S. Amy. 
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- sand, in twemty-two hours and arrived with their horses in good 

three day& 
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in sixteen hours and Lieutenant Wood with his troop rode sev- 
enty miles in twelve h a m *  

In January, 1880, Lieutenant Robertson, First Cavalry, and 
two non-codssioned officers rode one hundred and two miles 
in pursuit of deserters, between 1O.W P. M. one night and 930  
P. M. the next night. Snow was on the ground and in places a 
foot deep. They made thirty-two miles in the first four hours, 
when they halted and rested until daylight. They halted and 
fed at noon and then made the remainder of the distance without 
a halt. The horses of the non-commissioned officers were in 
good condition, but that of Lieutenant Robertson was lame. This 
horse had been previously foundered. 

In April, 1894, Captain James Parker, Fourth Cavalry,+ 
with a detachment of twenty men, rode from Gilroy to the 
Presidio of San Francisco, California, ninety-two miles, in twen- 
ty-three and one-half hours, but, deducting the time of halts, the 
actual marching time was fifteen and one-half hours. For the 
particulars of this ride, see the CAVALRY JOURNAL for June, 
1894. 

.The writer rode, in pursuit of deserters, in 1875, from Fort 
Wingate to San Mateo, New Mexico, a distance of sixty-six 
miles by the wagon road, in nine hours. He was accompanied 
by two enlisted men and an Indian trailer. The route actually 
taken was off the road, as the deserters, who were riding a mule, 
had avoided that, and over very broken country where at times 
the trail was very indistinct, insomuch so that it was lost on two 
or three occasions. This Indian was the best trailer that the 
writer ever knew, and ordinarily he would jog along with his 
eyes fixed on the ground and scarcely ever lose a trail where the 
ground was at all fair and where others could see no signs of it. 
He  accompanied me on many similar trips and on the campaign 
of 1874 during the three years I was stationed at Fort Wingate, 
and we became fast friends. 

Again, in the winter of 1876-7, the writer pursued a couple 

T h i s  report fails to give the regiments to which these officers belonged, 
but the first named oliicer was undoubtedly Captain Francis S. Dodge, Ninth 
Cavalry (afterwards Paymaster General, U. S. Army), as he was the only 
cavalry officer of that name in the army at that time. There were two 
lieutenants named Wood in the Cavalry service then. 

t Now Colonel Eleventh Cavalry, U. S. Army. 
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Woods, Dakota, oow North JWtota, adistance of from sixty- 
five to eepenty'milcs, in about twenty-six hours. While this 
wodd onlinarily not be d e d  a ride, yet it was made over 
grouad covered with snow, fmnt six inches to a foot in places, 
and the weather was bitter cold. On this occasion, also, he was 
acmqmkd by two soldiers and an Indian trailer. 

To digress a moment, it may be of interest to note that one 
of the two mem captured this last mentioned trip had an 
eventful career with which the writer was connectd on three 
d&rent OCCaPi0118. He was a man named White that originally 
serped in the Seventh Cavalry and was ''striker'' for General 
Custer on the Washita campaign of 1868. Some time later he 
deserted and was absent in desertion for some two or three 
years, possibly more. One day in $le summer of 1876 Captain 
Owen Hale, Seventh Cavalry, met him on the streets of St. Louis 
and arrested hin He was sent to Fort Rice for trial and the 
writer was the Judge Advocate of the court that tried him. He 
escaped from the guard house and was captured, as noted above, 
and brought back to Fort Rice. Later, in the summer of 1877, 
he again escaped and was absent some two or three months. One 
day, as the wrikr was on a steamboat on the upper. Yellowstone 
River, wai+g to be femexl across, he saw this same man work- 
ing as a deck hand of the boat and again arrested him. He after- 
wards served out his sentence. 

On one occasion, year not stated, the same Lieutenant Wood 
mentioned above, with seven men, rode from Fort Reno to 
Arkansas Gity via Skeleton Creek, 140 miles, leaving at 1O:OO 
k M. ose day and amving at 5 . a  P. M. the following day. 
The horses showed fatigue but were not injured. Halts were 
msde, horses uusaddled and put on grass after having made 
about twenty-five des, seventy-five miles and one hundred and 
twenty miles. Tbe gaits used were the trot and walk, the men 
being dismountad and walked frequently. On first starting out 
the walk was Qken for about forty-five minutes, when a short 
halt was made, the saddles adjusted, etc, after which the trot 
was taken, a six-rnik trot, he says, for an hour and then the walk 
again f o r h  minotes. 
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This &ne othcer reports having once made a march of 
seveafy-five miles between 4 W  A. M. and 6:OO P. M. on a hot 
trail and over a rough country. No particulars given. 

When in comroand of the Department of Arizona. General 
Miles organized a plan of hardening the horses and men of the 
cavalry of his command by a system of raids and pursuits from 
the different posts. The following rides were made under this 
plan: Lieutenant Pershing, Sixth Cavalry, with a detachment 
of twenty-seven men, pursuing Lieutenant Scott, Sixth Cavalry, 
rode one hundred and thirty miles in fifty-four and one-half 
hours. Lieutenant McGrath, Fourth Cavalry, with twenty-two 
men, made one hundred and seventy-three Ales in forty-two 
hours. Lieutenant Scott, Sixth Cavalry, and twenty-five men rode 
one hundred and ten miles in twenty-six hours. Captain Chaffee, 
Sixth Cavalry, now Lieutenant General, Retired, made seventy 
miles in twenty-four hours. Lieutenant Peishing again made 
one hundred and thirty miles in fifty-seven hours. 

The following is an account of a ride made during the 
Nez Perce campaign of 1877 by the writer and which is compiled 
from notes made several years ago when he promised to write it 
up for the CAVALUY JOURNAL. 

On the 11th of August of that year General Miles, who was 
then in command of the District of the Yellowstone, received 
information that the Net Perces had escaped from the commands 
that had been pursuing them on the pacific slope and were mak- 
ing to the eastward, and that there was a possibility that they 
might cross the mountains and come into his district. 

The Seventh Cavalry, of which regiment the writer was 
then a second lieutenant, was then encamped on the nohh bank 
of the Yellowstone, nearly opposite where the town of Miles City 
is now located. this regiment having been engaged in scouting 
the country between the Yellowstone and the Missouri rivers for 
some three months. The men and horses, while not having been 
overworked, were in good condition for any service. 

Some time after dark of that day the writer was ordered 
to report to General Miles at the headquarters of General Sturgis, 
then colonel of the Seventh Cavalry, and on doing so received 
instructions to take a detachment of five men with a guide and 
proceed to Fort Ellis, Montana, with dispatches for General 
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shtnmindtoaacerbun . thedrtaboutsof the Indians. Gen- 
aal Miles informed me tbat General Sturgis would follow me 
up the Yebwstom as fa r  as Pompey’s Pihr and then, in case 
he had heard nothing from me, he d d  pr?ceed to the Mussel- 
shell Ritrer, in the vicinity of Judith Gap, it being supposed that 
the Nez Perces would d e  for that country, as it had been a 
favorite hunting ground for these Indians. 

I was ordered to make all possible speed, and, if practicable, 
to reach Fort ElIis in five days, there to deliver the dispatches 
to the commad~ ‘ng officer, to be forwarded by him to General 
Shennan, wh6 was then in the National Park and whom Gen- 
eral Miles wished to have advised that the Indians might pass 
through the Park, as they afterwards did, after which I was 
to get in ,communication with the Governor of Montana and 
General Gibbon, then Colonel of the Seventh Infantry and in 
CorrrmaJid of the district of Montana, by telegraph and ascertain 
the movements of the Nez Perces. In the meantime, any infor- 
mation that might be received was to be communicated to Gen- 
eral pturgis. General Miles informed me that a scout would 
report to me who was fapliliar with the country up the river 
a certain distance, but that I should not wait for him, as he 
would overtake me en-route if unable to report before we left 

Five pi- men with selected horses from five different 
troops reported to me and we pulled out at eleven o’clock that 
nigh6 foUowing the wagon trail that led up the north bank of the 
Yellowstone. Each of the party camed five days’ rations of 
d e e ,  hard bread and bacon and were equipped with the usual 
ams and equipnents for field service at that season of the 
y-. . 

During that night the trot, alternating with occasional short 
periods at the walk, was kept up and two or three short halts of 
not over ten or fifteen minutes were made. Occasionally it was 
necess;vg to dismount and lead up and down hills, especially 
down H o l s i r  Hill, which was very long and in places steep. 
This hill. was named after Veterinarian Holsinger, .who was 
killed war there on August 4, 1873, while serving with the 
Seventh Cavalry. While on the road, about eight o’clock the 
next forenoon, the man riding as the rear point reported some- 
one coming+behind us, which proved to be the scout that w a s  
ordered to join the party. 

. 
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This scout, “Jimmf Woods, wag a peculiar character who 
was fairly educated and pad been at one time a teller in a bank, 
but his &ssip8ted habits )oBt him his place and he drifted to the 
frontier and became a t When he reported he wore a blue 
shirt, with a large silk L r e h i e f  about his n e  a pair of 
blue overalls and mtbipg else. He was without hat or shoes 
and had no rations d t e v e r  with him. * He rode one pony, a 
cam Indian pony, and led or drove another. He knew little 
or nothing of the country above the mouth of the Big Horn. 

As stated above, the five troopers rode selected troop horses, 
and I ro& my private horse “Bdly” but also took a second horse, 

*BILLY.” 

a troop horse, on which we packed our rations and one blanket 
for each man This second horse was turned over to one of 
the men on the second day, as his horse had become lame and 
was abandoned. 

Woods reported to me that if we could overtake the mail 
rider, who had left Miles City the morning before, at a little 
settlement that had been started on the north bank of the Yellow- 
stone and about two miles above the mouth of the Big Horn, he 
could show us a bail leading-over the rough -try betwcen 
thtre and Baker’s Battl&eld that would save us some distance. 
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We prshed on and reached the hill near which General 
Gaster had his 6ght of August llth, 1873, where Lieutenant 
Braden was 90 seriously wounded, at about midnight. Knowing 
that this point was not far from where this new settlement was 
hated, and fearing-that we might pass by it in the night, it not 
beirrg on the old direct trail up the river, we bivouacked until 
daylight and then mo&d on and came to it after traveling a 
couple of miles The disbnce between Miles City and this set- 
tlement was reported to be one hundred and five miles and the 
mail rider said it was M y  that or more. 

This mail rider, whom we found at this settlement,* in- 
formed us that by crossing the river on the ferry we could fol- 
low a shorter trail on that side and that it was a plain trail and 
amldnotbemissed. . 

We crossed the river, and after starting the party on the 
trail, I rode two miles down the w e r  to the mouth of the Big 
Horn, where a company of the Eleventb Infantry was camped. 
There I breakfirsted with tbe ofkers, gave my horse a good feed 
and procared what grain I could padcon the pommel and cantle 
of mypddle and started after the party, whom I overtook about 
twelve or fifteen miles up the river.. There we halted, watered 
andfedthehorsesaadrestedforan~ormore. ptrshingon, 
we reached B @ d s  W e W d  a little kfore‘suadown, where we 
nentained for  the. night, cmsing tbc.Yetlarpstone by ferry. There 
was% ranch at this point, but wecd$,ppcpre no grain there. 

The next morning, leaving art the break of day, we followed 
the wagomtrail up the river on the north side and reached Caffon 
Creek about noon. We found here two families who had just 
settled there who kindly invited me to dine with them and who 
furnished us with grain for the horses. Just one month to a 
day, and almost the hour after that, I saw both these houses 
itr flames, they, together with the stables and stacks of hay they 
had put up for the winter, having been burned by the Nez Perces, 
the families having escaped into the timber. The Caiion Creek 
6ght with General Sturgis’ command took place about ten mileq 
up the creek from where these ranches were located. 

. - -  

--. 

T h e  name of thio Jettlement can not now be recalled. but it was of 
Indian origin. It was located, as stated above, but the maps show no place 
now there by any similar name. 

. I  
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That day one of the men was taken sick and he was left 
to work his way back to the command as best he could. 

I am unable to remember all of the details as to camps, etc., 
for the remainder of the trip beyond the fact that we obtained 
but one other feed of grain while en route, and that a ranch at the 
upper end of Clark’s Fork bottom. 

Before reaching this last ranch we met a man named 
McAdow, who was on his way to put up a saw mill down the 
Yellowstone. From him we heard of General Gibbon’s fight 
with the Nez Perces at the Big Hole, and that the Indians were 
then supposed to be in the vianity of Henry’s Lake. He also 
gave me a copy of a Bozeman paper which gave an account of 
the fight. 

I at once started one of the party, a man named Sullivan, 
with a dispatch to General Sturgis, giving him the information 
I had obtained. 

To cut this already too long account short, we reached the 
mouth of Shield’s River in the afternoon of the fifth day, where 
I left the party and pushed on with the scout over the mountains 
to Fort Ellis, reaching there just as retreat was sounding. 

The total distance was said to be three hundred and fifty. 
miles, which was made in about five hours less than five days. 
It is true that we were supposed to save about fifteen or twenty 
miles the second day by crossing to the south side of the Yellow- 
stone, but when the rough country-almost mountainous-is con- 
sidered, it is doubtful if anything was saved in the wear and tear 
of horse and man. At any rate, much of the distance had to be 
made on foot, to spare the horses when going up and down 
hills, and the party were more exhausted from this day’s ride 
than on any other day of the trip. 

The usual routine of each day was to saddle and move out 
at or before daylight and move on until a goad halting place 
could be found and then stop for an hour or more for breakfast 
and to graze the horses. It was always very late and very dark 
when we halted for the night, and it was not practicable to select 
a proper place for our bivouacs, so that these generally were 
without water and soptimes wood or the best of grazing. 
Another long halt was made usually &out noon and still another 
late in the afternoon, after which we would continue until the 
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distmxe- * upon for the day’s march hgd been covered. 
The trot ur)s the habitual gait used, alternating it with short 
pctiods of from twenty to thirty minutes at a walk, and occa-. 
&mally dinmwnting and leading the horses. This was invar- 
iably done in going up or down hills, always bearing in mind the 
old adage as to the care of one’s horse: 

“Up hill, hurry me not; 
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Down hill, flurry me not; 
On the level, spare me not; 
In the stable, forget me not.” 

The dispatches for General Sherman were forwarded that 
night and he left the Park long before the Indians entered it. 
It was found impracticable to get in touch with either the Gov- 
ernor or General Gibbon that night, and, in fact, replies were not 
received to my telegrams until the afternoon of the following 
W. 

In the meantime, upon the advice of the commanding officer 
at Fort Ellis, a man was sent back to Carpenter’s ranch, at the 
mouth of Shield’s River, where the party had been left, with 
instructions for him to build a skiff which I intended to use in 
going down the Yellowstone with my dispatches for General 
Sturgis with the hope that I could reach him before he left the 
Yellowstone for the Musselshell. 

After having rescued Woods from a gambling den in Boze- 
man, where he had gone to get rid of the money that I had 
loaned him for the purpose of purchasii  some d o t h i i ,  we 
started beck for Carpenter‘s ranch soon after dark, and reached 
there about midnight. Here we found that the man Carpenter 
had been on a spree and that the boat was only just commenced. 
By the help of myself and the men it was completed soon after 
d s e  ami a rough atFair it was, crooked and cranky, and with 
oars that had been roughly hewn out of pieces of two-by-six 
I&. 

Stsrting the party back down river with orders to make as 
fast time as possible with safety to the stock, Woods and I took 
tothe boat and starteddown stream. The boat had been launched 
in Shields River, and on passing out of that stream into the Yel- 
lowstme we eacouqtered the worst rapids of the trip, and they 
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are not a few in the upper Yellowstone. As neither of us umld 
swim, we wished ourselves back on our horses several times that 
day. Both of us stripped ourselves to our underclothing and I 
carried my dispatches in the bosom of my undershirt, expecting 
on several occasions to be dumped into the river. 
. The river was low, and except when running rapids the 
progress was slow, one of us being at the oars all the time and 
blistering our hands with the unaccustomed work. Carpenter 
as well as the commanding officer at Fort Ellis had informed me 
that we could make the trip from Shield’s River to Baker’s Bat- 
tlefield in less than a day, and we had taken cooked rations for 
that time only. Soon after starting it began to rain and kept it 
up all that day and night. Just as it was getting dark we heard 
the roar of rapids ahead which we were afraid to run in the 
dark, and we pulled for the shore, landing just at the upper edge 
of them. We crawled into the bushes and obtained what rest we 
could and again took to the river at daylight. We rowed all that 
day and night, the river now being extremely low and with little 
current, and reached our destination about ten o’clock the follow- 
ing m d n g .  Fortunately for us, we discovered the place where 
McAdow was about to build his mill about noon of the second 

“day, and there we enjoyed a meal of trout, hot biscuits and coffee 
that never will be forgotten and also took along enough to last 
us until we reached our destination. 

On arriving at Baker’s Battlefield, I attempted to buy or 
hire a horse to ride over to the Musselshell River, where General 
Sturgis woirld be that night, but the ranchman could not or 
would not spare either of the two that he had. Fortunately a 
patty of prospectors from the Big Horn Mountains u m e  along 
that afternoon and I hired one of them, a man by the name of 
Leonard, to carry my dispatches to Generai Sturgis with a promise 
of fifty dollars if he reached him before he broke camp the next 
morning. This he did and he was then employed as a scout by 
General Sturgis and was finally killed by the Indians in that 
campaign. 

Dismissing Woods and sending him back to General Miles 
with copies of my dispatches, I joined the mail carrier, who from 
here on up the river u d  a hu&board, and started back over the 
same trail to rejoin my detachment, They were met about fif- 

Q 
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teea or twenty d e s  6 Baker’s Battleikld, where I again 
nunmted my horse and started up the rivet for the place where 
a trail fran the Musselshell to the Yellowstone crossed the road 
I was f-. I presumed General Sturgis would take this 
trail in coming south to cross the Yellowstone and go up into 
the mountah ea@ of the National Park to head off the Indians, 
who would wcessad ’ y have to come that way. After we had 
gone about seventy miles up the river from where I rejoined the 
detachment, the scOut Leonard overtook me and informed me 
&at General Sturgis would strike the Yellowstone at the mouth 
of the Stillwater. We then again rode back down the river 
some ,twenty miles or more to that point and rejoined the com- 
mand- a little after noon, having been absent twelve days less 
about ten hours, and the h o h  having traveled approximately 
six hundred miles in that time 

I rode this same horse during the remainder of the cam- 
paign, and a h a r d  one it was, with the exception of the part of 
one day when Lieutenant Wallace* loaned me a troop horse, 
which, however, had soon to be abandoned. 

Having now drawn this article out far beyond what was 
orig@ally contemplated, it will be necessary to give the accounts 
of the long-distance or forced marches of larger commands and 
of raids in some subsequent number of the J O U ~ A L .  

‘Aftawards Captain Wallace, wlio was killed at the Wounded Knee. 
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CAVALRY IN THE WAR OF INDEPENDENCE.* -. 
BY GENEMI, CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS, Pnasr~mr M&sAcnusms 

HISTORICAL S o c m .  

In  the notice of this meeting the subject of my present paper 
is given as “The Failure of Washington to Utilize Cavalry,” 
and it so chances that this morning’s papers announce the unveil- 
ing at Washington yesterday of the long delayed Pulaski statue. 
In connection with my paper the event is of interest, for Count 
Casimit Pulaslci was the first Chief of Cavalry in our Revolu- 
tionary Army. Being some twenty-eight years of age, he came 
to this country with fetters from Dr. Franklin in the year 1777, 
one of a numerous band of Europeans, some, like Lafayette and 
Steuben, men of rank, character and military training, the larger 
number adventurers, pure and simple. This matter, by the way, 
of Europeans drifting in times of war over to America, moved 
either by motives of sympathy combined with a spirit of adven- 
ture, or as soldiers of fortune, I discussed here incidentally two 
years agofi my attention then being drawn to the subject by the 
recent publication of what occurred when, in 1861, an attempt 
was made to induce Garibaldi to take part in our Civil War con- 
flict, at that time in its earliest, or Bull-Run stage. 

In Garibaldi’s case, it will be remembered, ditriculty arose 
from the fact that, while our government was ready to offer him 
a commission of the highest military rank by law authorized, that 

* ofthe-mstorld *socieb, ~ f r o s n t b e ~  
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. -* U. S. CA VALRY JOURNAL. 

of Baajor-Gened, Gafibaw, - fortunately, Aeclinoa to cosae 

- ==i,- made Dictator. This, of course, r e d d  the 
des8hewasimuK&a ’ tely to be put in supreme military ann- 

whcde movement to its proper basis,-that .of an absurdity.* 
The G a r i i  episode, the arcumstances connected with which 
have ody rpoently come to light, never attracted attention ; while 
plrtash’s memory is a tradition, preserved only through the 
medium of the school-reader by Longfellow’s lyric. Yet, as an 
historical fact, it did devolve on the Pole, Casimir Puiaski, to 
make the first serious attempt to give form to a systematic Amer- 
ican cavalry organization for actual use in practical warfare. Of 
him and it I shall presently in this paper have more to say. 

Fifteen years ago I was accidentally led into a somewhat 
11 as critical examination of the actual facts of two 

Revolutiona =3 battles, as contradistinguished from the accounts 
thereof contained in our books of history accepted as “standard,” 
- t h e  two battles were that at Bunker Hill, on the 17th of June, 
1775, and that before Brooklyn, N. Y., known as the Battle of 
Long Island, fought August 27, of the following year, 1776.t 
In  connection with the second of these engagements, that on 
Long Island, my attention was particularly drawn to the curious 
fact, which I did not remember ever to have seen noticed, that 
Washington, in the operations he then conducted, had apparently 
no conception of the use to be made of cavalry, or mounted men 
in warfare. His idea of an effective military organization. at 
least for the work then cut out for him to do, appeared to be a 
command consisting of infantry of the line, with a suitable 

. *A somewhat similar proposal was made in the War of Independence. 
Silao Dane. then in France, an4 under instructions to engage officers and 
mrmitions of war, listened to a suggestion that a commander-inshief of the 
American army could be had m Europe, provided sutlicient recognition was 
give0 to him by Congress. He derived the suggestion from Kalb. who made 
it in behalf of Charles Francis Broglie, known as “Count” Broglie. The Count 
required a dictatorship, and promised much; but Congress paid no attention 
totbe- ’ and the matter was dropped until revived by Thomas Pahe 
in hie ooatroversy with Deanc The story is told in Diplomatic Correspond- 
axe of the American Revolution (Wharton), I. 391. and Deane Papers (N. 
Y. Hist. soc 6U). 111. 362. 

tAmer. Hist. Revkc, I. 401-413, April, 1896; 66WV0, July, 1886. As 
respects both boules, see also paper entitled “A Plea for Military History,” m 
”Lee at Appomatrox and other Paper&“ 354-361. 

- 

0 E N E  B A L  C A B  I Y I R P U LA8 K I .  
FIBOT A X I B I O A X  CEIIa OR CAVALBY. 
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zmilkry contiageat Hedid not seem at all to grasp the idea of 
atmemounted force as an instnmrent essential to ascertaining the 
wherrebotnas a d  movements of his opponent, or concealing his 
laan- 

MY - has more recently been d a w n  again to this 
snbw uhik reading two of the later contributions to the mili- 

1907, of his “American Revolution,” by Sir George Otto Trev- 
elyan; and Sydney George Fisher’s “Struggle for American 
Independence,” which appeared’ two years ago. Sir George 
Trevelyan brings his narrativedown to the battle of Monmouth, 
in June, 1778, about twenty-two months after the operations on 
Loag Islarad to which I have alluded. Mr. Fisher’s narrative is 
complete, covering the 0peratims of the entire War of Inde- 
pendence. Having myself been an officer of cavalry during 
qearly the whale of the War of Secession (1861-1865), I have 
since, not &turally, when occupied with military talk or books, 
found myself instinctively, and almost unconsciously, giving 
attention to cavalry as a factor in what occurred. Especially has 
this been the case while reading of the doings of Prince Rupert 
and of Cromwell in Grezt Britain, of the wars of Frederick the 
Great and of Napoleon, and, more recently, of that in South 
Africa. In  this reading, almost wholly casual, I have, when 
*dying historical works relating to our, so-called, Revolution, 
been more and more impressed by the absence of all reference to 
the employment of, or the failure to employ, cavalry in Washing- 
ton’s strategy and tactics ; though the narratives of Trevelyan and 
Fisher are, in a measure, less open to this criticism than those 
which preceded them. So far as my observation goes, those who 
have undertaken to  tell that story have been altogether civilians, 
mm of the library; *in reading their accounts of what took 
place it has been to me unwasingly apparent that, even less than 
Michacf -0, had they ever “seen a squadron in the field”; 
nor; a n q u e d y ,  did they “the division of a battle” know in 
canedon With the practical use of the **squadron.” Judging by 
thelmrmhm# it never seeans to have occurmi to the writers 
&ereof that in 1776 and later, the seat of warfare in Ametica, 

between the Hudson and the Potomaq-the fidd in 

8 tary annals of the War of Independence, the volume, published in 

~ 
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whidl washingfoa conduded his operations,--Was one singu- 
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larly adapted to irregular cavalry operations. As the records 
show, it was a region full of horses, while every Virginian and 
nearly every inhabitant of Pennsylvania and the Jerseys was 
accustomed to the saddle. Then, as later in the Confederacy 
during our War of Secession, people owned their mounts. Every 
farming lad and every son of a farmer was, in a rude way, an 
equestrian; the doctors made their rounds on horseback; the 
lawyers rode the Circuits; in fact the whole social and business 
life of the community was in a more or less direct way connected 
with the saddle and the pillion. The horses, also, were of fairly 
good breed; and, when brought into military use, showed solid 
powers of endurance, especially those raised in Virginia. Under 
such circumstances, subsequent experience in our own civil trou- 
bles should, it would seem, lead the modem critic and student of 
military operations to assume that the patriot force would 
naturally have drifted into that irregular mounted service which 
was so large and picturesque a feature both in earlier and later 
warfare,-not less in the operations under Prince Rupert in 
Cromwell’s day than more recently in South Africa. 

Connected with the history of the Revolutionary operations 
and campaigns, beside the, so-called, standard narratives, we have 
the “Memoirs,” left by various participants, such as “Light-Horse 
Harry” Lee, Graydon, Tarleton and Stedman, all of whom were 
in a way expettsfrom the military point of view; though, when 
they wrote from memory, perhaps long after the event, their 
statements are, of course, open to the suspicion which proverbially 
attaches to evidence of that character. I fail, however, to recall 
any more recent general historical narrative relating to persons or 
events of the Revolutionary struggle which indicates on the part 
of the narrator any direct personal familiarity with military oper- 
ations; and, in many of them, the absence of that familiarity is 
almost painfully noticeable. Our late associate, John Fiske, is a 
case in point. Not only is his most readable work marred and 
made unreliable by a spirit of adulatory and indiscriminating 
hero-worship wherever Washington is concerned, but, while he 
has composed an interesting story, the absence of anything indica- 
tive of either military experienoe or strategic instinct is conspicu- 
ous. H e  tells the tale; but he does not understand its detaits, 
nor, from the military point of view, their significance I n  con- 
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+ nectioa with Washington, another instance readily suggests itself. 

As a contribution to history, and the great literary repa t ion  of 
its author, Irving‘s Washington naturally recalls Sir Walter 
Scott’s Life of Napoleon; but, in referring t9 the latter, Napier 
in his Peninsular War does not hesitate to allude (Bk. IV, chap. 
6 )  to “that intrepidity of error which characterizes the work.” 

present purpose to deal exhaustively with the subject, or myself 
to endeavor to make good what I regard as the omission of 
others. The attempt so to do would involve an amount of 
research upon’which I cannot afford time to enter, on a subject 
with which I make claim to no especial familiarity. I propose, 
therefore, merely to call attention to what I have been led to 
consider a noticeable and serious defect in historical treatment; 
and, in so doing, to suggest a tentative criticism involving possible 
limitations in Washington as a military cornmander,-his knowl- 
edge of the use of the standard weapons of warfare, and his lack 
of a certain alertness in availing himself of weapons within his 
reach. This paper, therefore, confessedly superficial, is sug- 
gestive only. It is the throwing out of an idea, in hopes that 
some other engaged in a more careful study of the subject may 
take it up, and work that idea out for what it is worth, be the 
same more or less. 

The criticism opens with the course of events in the second 
year of the war,-the operations in and about New York during 
the latter half of 1776; for it goes without saying that, except 
for camp and orderly duty, and as an instrument to effect more 
rapid communication, there was no occasion for any force of 
cavalry, or opportunity for its use, in the operations of 1775, 
whether conducted about Boston, or in the wilderness of Maine, 
or in the Canadas, with Montreal and Quebec as objectives. But 
in the early months of 1776 the seat of active warfare was 
transferred from Boston and its immediate neighborhood to the 
mouth of the Hudson; and Washington himself reached New 
Yo&, and assumed command there, on the 13th day of April. 
On the other side, the British armament, naval and military, made 
its off Sandy Hook during the closing days of June ; 
and, in the d y  days of July, a landing on Staten Island was 
effected. Then, for nearly two months, the opposing forces idly 

1 - Let me here, once for all, premise that it is no part of my 

. 
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confronted each other. During that long period,-the best cam- 
paigning weather of the whole year,-Washington was meditat- 
ing the extremely diffcult problem before him; a problem, 
though he confessedly did not at the time realize the fact, from 
a military and strategic point of view altogether insoluble.* 

It is now quite apparent that, to advance the patriot cause, a 
wholly new system of bath strategy and tactics was advisable. 
The mouth of the Hudson did not, under existing conditions, 
admit of successful defense. The true policy to be pursued was 
to abandon it to the enemy; and then to draw that enemy away 
from his base, and into the interior, where recourse against him 
could be had to the tactics of Lexington and Concord. Away 
from New York, he would have no strategic objective, and he 
could be harassed day and night and from behind every tree and 
stone wall. He would have held only the ground on which he 
camped ; and the more country he tried to cover, the more vulner- 
able he would have become. Space, mobility and marksmanship 
were the elements ‘of American strength ; in solid battalions. as 
in artillery and organization, they were manifestly weak. But it 
was on these last that Washington staked the issue of the second 
campaign of the war. It was on his part a strategic misappre- 
hension; and the campaign w& doomed to disaster from the start. 

Such being the general strategic situation, the brothers 
Howe, the one in command of the British fleet, the other of the 
army, continued to offer throughout the summer months a well- 
sustained demonstration of their incapacity, or their unwillingness 
to make any effective use of either the one or the other ann of 
the service. Active land operations were at last begun by Sir 
William Howe in the closing days of August. He was in com- 
mand of a large and very perfectly equipped force, some thirty 
thousand strong. Washington, having then been for twenty 
weeks on the ground, found himself facing an enemy in complete 
control of the sea, while it devolved on him to holdsthe town of 
New York at the extreme end of Manhattan Island, a position 
not only surrounded on three sides by deep and navigable waters, 
but commanded from the east by the heights of Brooklyn, within 
easy artillery range. As a simple, hard, military fact, Washing- 

+&g to the President of congiesS, % t a n k  4 1776, Washingtat 
m a :  ‘‘Till of late I had no doubt in m y  own mipd of dcfeading t h io  p h ”  
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ton was open to attack by a military force not only numerically 
superior, but in every way better organized and equipped than his 
own, on his Brooklyn front, on either flank, or in his rear ; and 
the point of attack wherever selected, would assuredly be covered 
by the converging fire of such a number qf ships-of-war as could 
be advantageously brought into action. The patriot leader, misled 
by his Boston experience of the previous year, had delivered 
himself into the hands of his opponent. 

Under these conditions, not yet developed fully, during the 
early days of July and seven weeks before Sir William Howe 
showed any signs of activity, Governor Trumbull of Connecticut 
sent a detachmat of “light-horse.’* as they were called, to New 
Yo* Same four or five hundred m number, they were a body 
of picked men,- Washington wrote, “most of them, if not all, 
men of reputation and prope!rty.” Yet, on the score of expense, 
he refused to allow them to keep their horses; and, when they 
declined to do infantry duty, he roughly sent them home, writing 
to their commander, “they can no longer be o f  use here, where 
horses cannot be brought into action, and I do not care how soon 
they are dismissed.*’* It  is not easy to understand how a com- 
mander of Washington’s experience could have reached such a 
conclusion, much less have expressed it so bluntly and in writing. 
In  the fitst place, what had he in mind when he asserted that his 
operations were necessarily conducted “where horses” could not 
“be brought into action”? It is obvious that both New York and 
Brooklyn then were, as they now are, on islands; but, that fact 
notwithstanding, the field of operations included in those islands 
afforded ample space as well as constant occasion for the employ- 
ment of any a m  of the service,-gineers, infantry, artillery or 
cavalry. In  the second place, to hold the town of New York it 
was necessary to occupy Brooklyn. and the occupation of Brook- 

Writingsof Washington (Ford), IV. ntn, Z9, 238. See 588, post. Much 
the same course was followed in North Carolina. Hewes writes from the 
Continental Congress, May l6, 1776: “I urged the necessity of taking p u r  
light Horse into their service, but a d d  aot prevail on them to do it, no 
eobnito having been yet allowed to raise any on Continental pay. It is said 
they are very expawitre Troops. and of little use in this contest. I am 
i u f d  a annpany or two were raised in South Carolina, but being found 
by experience to be too expenshe the Horses were discharged, and the men 
tamed in to the nub of foot Reghnts  “-Colonial Records of North C a r e  
u x . 6 0 5 .  
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WASHZNGTON AND CA VALRY. 708 

Iyn implied at least a dozen miles of uncovered front, or avenues 
of approach, to be vigilantly guarded and unceasingly patrolled. 
As an historical fact, it was by means of one of these avenues of 
approach to Brooklyn, wholly unguarded,-though some four or 
live miles only to the eastward of the direct road from the place 
where Howe landed his army,-that, a little later on, a sufficient 
detachment of the British force worked its way by a flanking 
movement to the rear of Washington’s outlying right wing, and 
inflicted on it and him crushing disaster. Yet Long Island then 
was full of forage, which afterwards was either destroyed or fed 
the horses of the British cavalry and artillery; and, so shock- 
ingly deficient was the American mounted service, that on the 
very day when Clinton turned, in the way referred to, the Ameri- 
can flank, Heath, the American acting quartermaster-general, was 
writing from King’s Bridge, a few miles away on Manhattan 
Island to Mifflin, about to cross his command over the East River 
to Brooklyn,--“We have not a single horse here. I have written 
to the General [Washington] for two or three.”* To a military 
critic, the attempt to hold the outer Long Island line under such 
circumstances seems little short of ineptitude. General Sullivan, 
who was in command of that line, and who, together with Stir- 
ling, his next in command, was captured when his flank was 
turned, afterward claimed that he had all along felt uneasy about 
the Bedford road-that by which Howe effected his turning 
movement-and “had paid horsemen fifty dollars for patrolling 
[it] by night, while I had command, as I had no foot for the 
purpose.”+ The plain inference would seem to be that none of 

+‘We suffer here extremely for horses; not a single one at this Post to 
send on Express. General Mifflin acquaints me that he cannot spare either 
horse or waggon from that Post. I beg that two or three may be ordered 
hue.”-Heath to Washington, August 27, 1776, Heath Papers. At this very 
time General Howe’s light horse were pillaging and intimidating the inhabi- 
tants of Long Island, offering an example of mobility and effectiveness. 

Stedman says: “This pass the 
enemy had neglected to secure by detachments, on account of its great distance. 
In order to watch it, however. they sent out occasional patroles of cavalry: 
But one of these being intercepted by a British advanced guard, the pass was 
gained Gthout any alarm being communicated to the Americans.”-History of 
the American War, I. 1%. The “great distance” in this case was a short two 
miles. and the mute the British took to get into Sullivan’s rear ran, according 
to the excellent map in Stedman‘s History, just about half a mile from Sulli- 
van’s extreme left flank That such a mute should not have been constantly 
patrolled seems, under the circumstances, simply inexplicable. 

t.4mory. Life of John Sullivan, 28, 
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theAmencan * c o d e r s ,  from Washington down, had at this 
stage of the war any understanding of the use and absolute neces- 
gity of mounted men in 6eld operations. A cavalry patrol fifty 
strong only, on the tlank of the American sdvwced line on Brook- 
lyn’s right front, and patrolling the approaches, might, and 
probably would, by giving timely notice, have saved the commands 
of Sullivan and Stirling from the disaster of August 27; and 
yet, a few weeks before, the four hundred Connecticut mounted 
men had been sent home by Washington for the reason that cav- 
alry d d  be of no service in military operations conducted “here, 
where horses cannot be brought into action”! But, American or 
British, it was all of a piece ; and the whole story of what occurred 
August 27-30, 1776, on Long Island, is on both sides suggestive 
only of a badly played game of chess; as the result of which the 
losing party escaped a checkmate only through the quite unac- 

. countable procrastination of his opponent on land, and the inac- 
tivity of that opponent on the water.* 

AU these happenings. as well as the subsequent transfer of 
the patriot army from Brooklyn across the East River to New 
York, occurred during the closing days of August. Four months 
later the affiirs at Trenton and Princeton closed the campaign 
of 1776, and Washington’s a m y  went into its winter quarters 
at Morristown. 

For present purposes, it is not necessary even to pass in 
rapid review the incidents of that melancholy campaign or its 
redeeming, and even brilliant, close in the Christmas week of 
1776. It is sufficient to say that throughout those operations, 
from the ignominious Kip’s-Bay panic on September 15 to the 
splendid closing rally at Princeton on New Year’s day, 1777, 
there is nowhere any indication of the presence of mounted men, 

. 

. first return of cavalry was oil September 28,1776, one month later, 
h e n  OK huodred and s k t y  liefit-horse were recorded. 

NopQlkr 29.1776. Cagress apoointcd a Committee of h e  to “consider 
4 reportaproper mabod f a  establidhgand t ddag  a cavalry in this eon- 
tioart“ The meagre result was Sheldon’s appointment to command a single 

i - b&re the following a p r i a g . - J d  of the Coartinental (Ford). 
VI. See, 1005. In Janoprp. 1777. the two troops of light horse from Vu- 
(Bbrrdre and Baylor‘s) were taken into amtinental pay, aod in February, 

thktY-tWO each troop conmamg 

- ~ O f C a * .  Ofcourse,itcoaldwCkraisedequippedandtrained 

. .  l&y&ds reghalt codsted of eix 
&atea-vIL 
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any organized auxiliary cavalry service, connected 
with the patriot army; nor is it easy to see how the necessary. 
courier and orderly work was done. Of patrol work, picket duty 
and scouting service there was no pretence on either side. Indeed, 
it was to this fact, and the neglect on the.part of the British of 
the most ordinary military precautions against surprise, that 
Washington owed his success at both Trenton and Princeton. 
Yet the second year of active operations was drawing to a close: 
and, certainly, operations during the last four months of that 
second year were not conducted “where horses” could not “be 
brought into action.” 

It is narrated of Frederick the Great that, after his first 
experience in active warfare in the fortunate, but for him 
personally inglorious and somewhat mortifying Mollwitz cam- 
paign, he subjected himself to sharp self-examination as to the 
errors and oversights for which he felt himself to have been 
responsible; and especially he “meditated much on the bad 
figure his cavaIry” cut at Mollwitz : and, thereafter, he strove 
incessantly to improve that branch of the Prussian service, 
“till at length it can be said his success became world-famous, 
and he had such Seydlitzes and Ziethens as were .not seen 
before or  since” (Carlyle, Frederick, Bk. XII. chap. 13). 

If Washington, in his Morristown winter quarters, subject- 
ed himself, as he doubtless did, to a similar rigid introspection, 
the first and most necessary requirement of the situation which 
suggested itself to him. must, it would seem, have been an 
adequate mounted force of some kind, attached to his com- 
mand, at once his army’s eyes and ears. its safeguard against 
surprise and his most ready weapon of offence. And, as re- 
spects safeguard against surprise, Major General Charles Lee, 
then second in command in the patriot army, furnished at this 
juncture and in his own p e r m  an illustration most opportune, 
though somewhat ludicrous as well as forcible. Of Lee it is 
unnecessary to speak. Both as man and soldier he stands 
condemned.* But. in the course of these operations, Howe had 

+Lee did appreciate the value of cavalry. “For God’s sake, my dear Gea- 
erd. urge the m e s s  to furnish me with a thousand cavalry. Witb a thou- 
sand cavalry I could insure the safety of these Southern Provinces; and 
without cavalry, I can answer for nothing. I proposed a scheme in Virginia 



me U. S. CA VALR Y JOURNAL. 

sent out Colonel Harcourt *ith a detachment apparently of the 
Seventeenth Light Dragoons (Stedman, I. 191, 226) to obtain 
information as to Lee’s movements. This detail seems to have 
roamed about at will; and finally, through an intercepted letter 
pat in charge of “a countryman” to carry to its destination, 
Colowl Harcourt not only learned of General Lee’s where- 
abouts, but also got full information as to how he was accom- 
panied. Stedrnan (I. 226) says that the American commander 
had gone out “in order to reconnoitre,” and “stopped at a 
base to breakfast.” Fiske asserts (I. 226) that Lee had 
“foolishly taken up his quarters” at the house in question, 
and had there slept. However this may be, on the morning 
of the 13th of December, a fortnight to a day before the affair 
at Trenton, a mere squad of British caval?, thirty strong only, 
swooped down on White’s Tavern, near Baskingridge,-half- 
way across the State of New Jersey,-and, in leisurely fashion, 
camed I.ee off in slippers and dressing-gown, a prisoner of war. 
Another point of interest in connection with this somewhat 
opera bouffe performance was the presence in it, as a partici- 
pant, of Banastre Tarleton, then a cornet of light-horse. Subse- 
quently Tarleton gained notoriety as an active and enterprising 
cavalry officer in the Southern Department; and, as such, he 
also left a vdume of Memoirs relating to the operations in 
which he bore part. The capture of Charles Lee does, how- 
ever, reveal the fact that Howe’s army in this campaign did 
boast a s d  force of regular cavalry, designated by Stedman 
“light dragoons” (I. 191) or “light-horse” (226). and mention 
is from time to time made of it; but its only noticeable, or 
even recorded, performance was this bagging of Charles Lee. 
It is none the less apparent that, with a sufficient and effective 

1 .  

for raising a body almost without any expense. The scheme was relished by 
the gentlemen of Virginia, but I am told the project was censured by some 
members of the Congress, on the principle that a military servant should not 
take the l i k r ty  to prapose anything.. . .From want of this species of troops, 
we had infallibly lost this Capital but the dilatoriness and stupidity of the 
eaany saved ua“-To Washington. July 1,1776, Correspondence of the Rev- 
ol& (Sparks), I. 246. He had already written to the Virginia Committee 
of Secrecy: “Your resolution to raise a body of light-horse io, in my opinion. 
most jadiaotls. It is a species of troops without which an army is a defective 
aad law lnadline.” 

< 
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auxiliary mounted force, such as Tarleton subsequently had 
under him in the Carolinas, the advantages gained in the 
operations about New York during the autumn months of 
1776 by Howe and Cornwallis .could easily have been followed 
up later, and Washington’s straggling and demoralized army 
might have been effectually.dispersed. On the other hand, 
while the British, from the lack of a mounted force adapted to 
irregular service and American conditions, did not, and could 
not, follow up their successes, the Americans, for the same 
reason, were wholly unable to harass their enemy and retard 
his advance. They could not even keep informed as to that 
enemy’s position and movements, much less cut off his supplies, 
or exhaust and distract him by continually beating up his canton- 
ments - a system of tactics subsequently most successfully 
employed in the Carolina campaigns under even less advan- 
tageous conditions. That the British during the earlier stages 
of that seven years’ struggle failed, so to speak, to “catch on” 
to this somewhat novel feature in warfare, as then conducted, is 
perhaps, considering the MtiOMl characteristics, no matter for 
surprise. At best the British soldier is not peculiarly adaptive; 
and, fighting in a new country under wholly unaccustomed 
conditions, a Prince Rupert was not at once developed. The 
curious and hardly explicable fact, however, is that later, 
they did “catch on” more quickly than Washington, who was 
to the manner born, and did develop, in advance of the Ameri- 
cans, a substitute for Prince Rupert, and a tolerably good one 
also, in the person of Tarleton. But, with material directly 
at hand in the way of both horses and riders, it is fairly matter 
of wonder that no American Mosby developed anywhere or 
at any time within the field of operations presided over by 
Washington. Further south the partisan leader and the 
mounted rifleman did appear, as if by spontaneous generation, 
almost immediately after interior operations began ; for Marion, 
Sumter, Pickens and the two Horrys were the Mosbys and 
Wheelers of the earlier struggle (Fisher, II. 275). But north 
of Chesapeake Bay, where the initiative and personal influence 
of Washington, so to speak, set the gait, any trace of this ag- 
gressive individual enterprise is looked for in vain. Morgan 
stands forth the nearest approach to it. Washington, as is well 

. .  
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h w n ,  did at one time consider the possibility 
pelled to fall back to the well-nigh unexplored 

of being com- 
region beyond 

the Alleghanies; and, subsequently, he had recourse to what 
is known as a system of Fabian tactics. But the Parthian 
system of tactics was quite as well established historically as 
the Fabian,* only it never seems to have occurred to him. 
Yet all the conditions lent themselves admirably to a recourse 
to that system. As I have said, the men were there; the 
horses were there; the forage was there: all in abundance. 
The organization and leaders only were lacking: nor were 
the leaders far to seek. Daniel Morgan, of Virginia, was 
there, Jersey-born but of Welsh stock, no less a born com- 
mander of irregular horse than, eighty years later, in the War 
of Secession was Forrest, of Tennessee, a man of exactly simi- 
lar type, instinctively a strategist and cavalry leader. ‘And 
again another instance: from the very commencement of 
hostilities, Benedict Arnold gave unmistakable evidence of 
the possession of every quality which went to make up the 
dashing cavalry commander. 

Contrasting him with well-known characters familiar to a 
later generation, Washington seems, on the contrary, to have 
had more traits-in comnbn with George H. Thomas than with 
either Sherman or Sheridan. To the military critic, he is some- 
thing of a puzzle : for, though ordinarily cautious and even slow, 
he at times was wonderfully alert, and at other times actually 
audacious. In the operations in and about New York during 
the autumn of 17.76 he failed to grasp the stratkgic situation, 
and vacillated in presence of his opponent in way which 
should have led to his destruction. The decis’ d alertness and 
energy displayed by him at Princeton and Trenton were, on 
the other hand, indicative of qualities which at the time elicited 
froan the retired veteran of Potsdam words of warm apprecia- 
tion; while, the next year, at Brandywine and Germantown, 
the audacity, not to say rashness, with which he challenged bat- 
tle with ara w i n g  force which, not only in organization and 
equipment, bot even numerkally, completely outclassed him, 
was, and is, *ply confounding. Finally his move on York- 

%e nc’cr yet beaten horse of Parthia 
We h e  jaded out 0’ the W.‘-Antony and Ueopatra, 111. 1. 

* 
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town in 1781 was a brilliant strategic conception, as decisive 
as it was energetically carried out. 

Returning, however, to the subject under immediate con- 
sideration-the organization of a mounted service and its 
effective use in the Revolutionary operations -Washington did 
not evince mental alertness. On the contrary, while his cor- 
respondence and reports reveal no trace of the consciousness 
of an unsupplied necessity in this direction, he, in the field, 
showed himself distinctly lacking in what may, for present 
purposes, be well enough described as the cavalry flOir, SO con- 
spicuous in Cromwell and Frederick. There is in Sheridan’s 
Memoirs a passage curiously illustrative of this divergence of 
view, chiefly attributable to character and temperament, but 
in part due to training and vocation. Sheridan was essentially 
a cavalry officer-a sabreur. Originally assigned to the artil- 
lery, General George G. Meade, the victor of Gettysburg, later 
served in the engineer corps until August, 1861, when he was 
put in command of a brigade of Pennsylvania infantry then 
being organized. Both were in their respective ways excellent 
officers, but Sheridan says of Meade (Memoirs, I. 355) : “He 
was filled with the prejudices that, from the beginning of the 
war, had pervaded the army regarding the importance and 
usefulness of cavalry. General Scott then predicted that the 
contest would be settled by artillery, and thereafter refused 
the services of regiment after regiment of mounted troops. 
General Meade deemed cavalry fit for little more than guard 
and picket duty.” Sheridan, on the contrary, regarding the 
problem from the cavalry point of view, grasped the possibilities 
and wanted to weld that arm of the service into an effective, 
and even deadly, weapon of offence. Throughout the Revolu- 
tionary oprations, Washington seems to  have looked upon cav- 
valry much as did Scott and Meade in the later struggle; and, 
in the Revolution, no Sheridan forged to the front. 

To undertake to review in detail the subsequent Revolu- 
tionary Campaigns from a cavalry point of view, would extend 
this pacer beyond all reason; it would assume tbe proportioas 
of a treatise. Necessarily, therefore, I must confine myself to 
outlines and suggestions. I have referred- to the caqmign of 
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1776.* That of 1777 - Washington’s third - was marked by 
Burgoyds invasion from Canada, and the ill-considered and 
altogether aimless movement of Sir William Howe on Phila- 
delphia. The northern campaign began io the middle of 
June, and closed with the Saratoga surrender on the 17th 
of October. Burgoyne was a cavalry officer, and had won 
such distinction as  he enjoyed by organizing the so-called 
“light-horse” as  an arm of the English military service 
Now, however, he was called upon to conduct operations in a 
well-nigh primeval wilderness, through which he should have 
moved by water whenever it was possible so to do, but elected 
to march by land. Accordingly, men, and Germans in some 
cases at that, accustomed to European roads found themselves 
following woodland trails through a country intersected by 
creeks, and consisting in great part of impassable morasses. 
Under such conditions, a mounted force would have been 
simply an additional incumbrance. Accordingly, in the Sara- 
toga campaign, cavalry cut, and could cut, no figure. 

It was otherwise in Maryland and southern and eastern 
Pennsylvania, the region which Howe selected as the field for 
his operations; and that in which IVashingtoti next had to 
figure. 

During the earlier months of that summer, there had been 
some desultory movements on the part of Howe, from Sew 
York as a base, which 1Yashington had contented himself 
with observing. H e  was pursuing a Fabian policy. H e  was. 
also, wise in 50 doing; for, in every branch of the servic- 
infantry, artillery, or even cavalry - the force opposed to 
him was incomparably superior to anything he could put in 
motion. In  fact, it is not easy now to see how Washington was 
able to hold the field even defensively. The movements at this 
juncture are known in Revolutionary annals as Huwe’s “two 
weeks’ fooling in Xew Jersey” (Fisher, 11. 13), and during them 

*There is record of a payment made by the Continental Congress of 
nearly five thousand dollars. for the service of a company of light-horse of 
&sex County, New Jersey. raised December 25. 1776 and discharged March 
17. 1772. The exact service given is not mentioned, but it probably guarded 
the prisoners taken at Princeton and Trenton.-Journals of the Continental 
Congress (Ford), VIII. 393. 
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it is quite needless to point out how valuable any mounted force, 
regular or irregular, would have been to the patriot commander. 
Presently Howe moved his army back to Staten Island, and, 
loading it on transports, disappeared from view until the last 
days of July, when he, so to speak. turned up at the entrance 
of Delaware Bay. Washington, his opponent’s objective 
being now apparent, hurried his illsrganized command to the 
new field of operations. On his way he passed through 
Philadelphia, where the Continental Congress was then hold- 
ing its sittings; and, from a letter written by John Adams to 
his wife, we get a glimpse of a more or less nebulous cavalry 
contingent as a component part of the patriot army. John 
Adams wrote : “Four regiments of light-horse. Bland’s, 
Baylor’s, Sheldon’s and hioylan’s. Four grand divisions of 
the army, and the artillery with the matrosses. They marched 
twelve deep, and yet took up above two hours in passing by. 
General Washington and the other general officers with their 
aides on horseback. The Colonels and other field-officers on 
horseback.”* 

Presently the British expedition made its appearance in 
Chesapeake Bay, and, finally, a landing was effected near 
Elkton. Philadelphia, it was plain, was now the British 
objective, and Washington hurried across the country to plant 
himself in Howe’s path. IVith a force some eleven thousand 
strong, only half-disciplined and wretchedly equipped. whiIe 
Howe had eighteen thousand regulars, with an artillery con- 
tingent, this was distinctly audacious. Going by sea. Howe. of 
course, could not have had any considerable force of mounted 
men, probably only a squadron or two.+ 

At this very time a Committee of Con- 
gress went to camp and reported that the army consisted of 17.568 men, rank 
and file, 193 privates of the corps of artillery, and 188 privates of the cavalry. 
In addition, however, were Colonel hfoylan’s regiment of horse, and four 
troops belonging to Sheldon’s and Bland’s regiments, of which the details are 
not given. The committee made no recommendations on cavalry.-Journals 
VIII. 608. 

tStedman says (I. 289) that Howe’s army, including “a regiment of 
light-horse,” embarked at New York on the 5th of July, “where both foot 
and cavalry remained pent up, in the hottest season of the year, in the holds 
?f the vessels. until the Ud. when they sailed from Sandy Hook.” Not until 
the 24th of August did the expedition reach its landing-place, at the head of the 

*Familiar Letters (1876). 298. 
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Whet now ensued illustrated most strikingly the absence 
of cavalry on’either side. To one trained practically in the 
methods of d e m  warfare it reads like a burlesque, exciting 
a sense of humor as well as a feeling of amazement. While 
Howe’s army lay at Elkton, preparing in a leisurely way to 
take up its I& of march to Philadelphia, Washington, it is 
said, aamnpaqd by Greene and Lafayette, with a few aides, 
went forward to reconnoitre. In other words, the two generals, 
most prominent in the army and necessary to its preservation 
as well as effectiveness, accompanied by a distinguished foreign 
guest, actually went Out in person on a scout. In the early 
days of our Civil War, a prominent politician freshly made a 
General distinguished himself by attempting a close reconnais- 
sance on a railroad train; and, in South Africa, on one memo- 
rable occasion, an English commander undertook to ascertain 
the whereabouts of the enemy by ittilizing a park of artillery as 
a skirmish line: but no case except this of \C‘ashington is 
recorded of a general-in-chief going on an over-night scout 
himself because, apparently, he could in no other way get 
information of a kind, to say the least, highly desirable. 

Riding forward to certain elevations, from which they got a 
glimpse of a few tents in the distance, Washington and his 
companions were caught on their return in a heavy rain, and 
took shelter for the night in a farm-house which chanced to be 
owned and occupied by a loyalist (Fisher, 11. 22). They 
seem to have been utterly without escort and ran fully as  
great a risk of being. gobbled up as did Lee, eight months 
before. That they did not now share Lee’s fate was pure 
luck. 

It next devolved upon the patriot army to cover Philadel- 
phia Howe was perfectly advised as to the composition of 
the force opposed t o  him, the inadequacy of its equipment, its 

Eur Not uadl the 8tb of scpremba was the eatire force concentrated and 
ap* in meion toarant philadclphia The horses of the expedition were thus. 
&ring the most trying period of the American summer, kept exactly sera  

in the boltla of the tnnsporbl. Takiog dl things into corrsideation. 
m e c  dihcorbew would aot have kg easily possible Had W a s w a  

W t iwe  been ia positioa to hue orders for the movements of both 
armies, his OPRI and Britirh. he coold bardly, fnw the Amvian point 
of *, be- batercd the situation. . 
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lack of cavalry or any mounted force, and its consequkpt in-. 
ability to  secure early and correct information as to his own 
whereabouts and tactics. He acted accordingly, preparing a 
flank movement almost exactly similar to that so successfully 
employed on Long Island a year previous, and at  both Chancel- , lorsville and Sadowa in the. following century. Cornwallis 
moved around Washington’s unsuspecting right, just as “Stone- * 

wall” Jackson eighty-five years later, and less than one hundred ‘ 

and fifty miles further south, circled Hooker’s right. Trevelyan 
says (Pt. 111. 228) that the reports which now reached Wash- 
ington “were in a high degree confused and contradictory. He 
had no means of getting at tk positive truth, because he was 
very weak in cavalry”; and so the morning of a momentous 
day wore away “amidst distracting doubts and varying coun- 
sels.” Presently, as the result of a reconnaissance made by 
a single horseman sent out to explore by Sullivan, who com- 
manded the .American right, Washington was erroneously ad- 
vised as to his opponent’s probable plan of action. and set his 
forces in motion for an attack on that portion of Howe’s army 
in his own immediate front. Other and more correct information 
then at last reaching him, he again changed his plan; but it 
was now too late. Howe’s flanking movement had been com- 
pletely and successfully carried out; and it only remained for 
the historian to record that the disaster which a few hours 
later overwhelmed the patriot cause was due to the fact 
that those in charge of it could obtain “no reliable idformation 
from the inhabitants, and had so few and insufficient cavalry 
that they could make no extended and rapid explorations.” 
A year almost to a day had elapsed since this same Sullivan 
had found himself the victim of a precisely similar move- 
ment on Long Island, his opponent getting in his rear by a 
perfectly obvious roundabout route, but one over which his 
approach was never “dreamed of.” O n  that occasion Sulli- 
van, having no men at  his disposal to watch the road, had, 
it will be remembered,’!‘paid horsemen fifty dollars for patrof- 
ing it by night”; and now, under very similar conditions, 
he m t e ,  “I have never had any light-horse with me since 
I joined the m y .  I found four when I came to Elrentford’s 
For& two of whom I sent etT with Captain Hazen to Jones‘s 

- - -= 
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Ford” In such a state of affairs, with an overpower- 
ing hostile force creeping around the amy’s  right wing, the 
question naturally suggests itself, where were “Bland’s, 
Baylor’s, Sheldon’s and Moylan’s four regiments of light 
horse”?* Of them and their movements no mention is made. 
Howe now had Washington where a vigorous. and en- 
ergetic commander likes to get his opponent. Demoralized 
and exhausted, the patriot army was driven into a cul-de-sac 
formed by the junction of the Schuylkill with the Delaware. 
Ruthlessly pursued, there was no escape for it. -4s the 
alternative to surrender it would have been hustled into the 
river. But now, as a year before on Long Island, Washington 
owed his salvation to the inertness of an opponent who never 
saw any occasion for following up an advantage. Having 
won what could easily have been made a decisive victory, Sir 
William Howe showed no disposition to assume an active 
aggressive, but lay for two weeks in camp in a n  agreeable 
situation in a healthy high position within a few miles of his 
highly successful battle-field.? 

“This Sullivan who learned of the flanking 
movement too late at  Brandywine, was the same Sullivan who had failed to 
know of the flanking movement in time at  Long Island. His forte did not 
lie in protecting an army’s flank“ I t  is. however. 
equnlly true that on a previous notable historical occasion the forte of the 
children of Israel did not lie in the making of bricks without straw. 

A ccnsiderable part 
of the A m d c a n  army fled with precipitation. in small and confused parties. 
by different roads, towards Philadelphia. Lancaster, and Reading, while Gen- 
eral Washington. and the corps he was able to keep together. fled with his 
cannon and baggage to Chester; where he remained. within eight miles of 
the British army. till next morning. when he marched by Derby to Philadel- 
phia.” Bancroft explains (V. S99, Century ed.) that “nightfall. the want of 
cavalry, and the extreme fatigue of Howe’s army forbade pursuit.” Stedman 
observes (I. 239) : “The victory does not seem to have been improved in the 
degree which circumstances appeared to have admitted. M‘hen the left column 
of, the British had turned Washington’s right flank, his whole army was 
hemmed in.. . . .He was obliged to retreat twenty-three miles to Philadelphia, 
where the British lay within eighteen miles of it.. . . .For some reason, however. 
which it is impossible to divine, the commander in chief employed himself for 
several days in making slight movements, which could not by any possibility 
produce any important benefits to the British cause.” Fiske is fully equal to 
even that military situation. He says (I. 317): “Washington detained the 
victorious enany a fortnight on the march of only twenty-six miles; a feat 
which not even Napoleon could have performed with an army which had 
just been ‘routed.”’ 

*Fisher remarks ( I f .  27): 

This, possibly. is true. 

TStedman says (I. 292) : “A general rout took place 

. 
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During this inexplicable interval in active operations, the 
absence on the patriot side of any eyes and ears of an army 
received further forcible illustration in the so-called Paoli 
“massacre” of September 20, through which “Mad Anthony” 
Wayne got a rough lesson in warfare. When Washington, 
after the disaster on the Brandywine, withdrew across the 
Schuylkill, he left a small force, some fifteen hundred strong, 
on its further side, under Wayne, to watch Howe, and, it is 
said (Fisher, 11. 33), to “harass his rear” if he moved forward. 
The reason thus given for such a risky division of a force, 
insufficient a t  best, is not over and above intelligible; and, 
certainly, infantry were here left to do what was plainly the 
work of cavalry. Wayne also was, d e  Sullivan on the Brandy- 
wine, without the means of effective outpost service. Apparently 
he had a few very inefficient mounted men posted as videttes, 
who failed to give timely notice of the enemy’s approach.* The 
natural result, a night surprise, followed. At about one 
o’clock in the morning (Stedman, I. 294) Wayne’s camp was 
rushed, and he lost about a fifth of his command-lives thrown 
away. But historically the affair has its lesson; for the different 
eyes with which historians regard it and state the facts connected 
with it are suggestive. I n  Trevelyan only is there any comment 
011 the absence of organization which made such a foot-suprise 
practicable - the single military lesson to be learned from i t ;  
but one historian says of the British commander, 3lajor-General 
Grey, his “only distinction in the war was in prisoner-killing”; 
and. in this case, he “committed, it is said, most ruthless 
slaughter with sword and bayonet on those he first came 
upon. . . . \Vayne was not surprised, as has been generally 
supposed. . . . He was accordingly well prepared, resisted gal- 
lantly, and was able to retire, saving his artillery and stores“ 
(Fisher, XI. 33). But another historian writes: “The best 
officer in Howe’s army, short of Cornwallis, was Charles 
Grey, who died Earl Grey sf Howick in Northumberland, and 
who was the father of the celebrated Whig prime-minis&. It 
once was the fashion in America to write. about Gene41 Grey 
as if he was a pair with Governor Tryon; brit, in truth, he was a 

*Stille’s Wayne, 86. 0 
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high-minded and honorable gentlenun, and a soldier, every inch 
of him. . . . It was as complete a surprise, and as utter a rout? 
as ever occurted in modem warfare” (Trwelyan, Pt. XII. 233). 
On this disputed point it can only be observed that, if the 
American commander was at Paoli not surprised and was “well 
prepared” against a midnight attack, the outcome thereot 
called for a great deal of explanation on his part. A loss of 
between three and four hundred sustained by his command 
was counterbalanced by “precisely a dozen casualties in the 
English ranks.” If “well prepared” for him, Wayne certainly 
failed, on that occasion, to give his opponent what is in warfare 
known as a warm reception. ..At the bar of history the bur- 
den of further proof would appear to rest 011 the American in- 
vestigator. 

During the previous winter Congress, presumably on the 
suggestion of Washington, had given some inore or less shad- 
owy consideration to the idea of organizing a body of what 
was termed “light cavalry,” in apparent distinction to the 
severely drilled and heavily accoutred dragoon; for, stated in 
general terms, in Europe the dragoon constituted the niore 
d i d  mounted arm of the service, equipped with carbines, 
while? the hussar and lancer, lighter and more dashing, de- 
pended on the sabre and the lance. Both w-ere quite unfitted to 
the eskntjal conditions of practical warfare in America. It is, 
therefore, extremely questionable whether any such mounted 
force as the Congress authorized during the winter of 1776- 
1777 ever really came into existence, even on paper. The 
historians make no mention of it. Meanwhile, Count Pulaski 
had now been for some time in the country and apparently at- 
tached to Washingto.n’s headquarters; a member of his military 
household. hncroft, in his not very satisfactory or intelligible 
m u p t  of the Brandywine operations, enigmatically says, 
“on that *day (Puhdd) showed the daring of adventure rather 
than q d e ?  of a couwhander”; but, apparently because 
et hie d d h g  conclact,’Congre~~, on @e reoomnrendation of 
Washbgkm, cod%sio r red  him as Brigadier General.* This 

*- hlb IY) a€JPoi.naneat at  &e time of the bauk‘of Brandpwinc 
hod 8 high opkioa of his own q d t i e a  for he ask~’“such Gonk a d  am- 

mpDd m the r imy  of these united -tea an will leave him subordinate to the 

5 
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was done, the historian informs us, “in order to encourage and 
develop that arm which heretofore had amounted to little or 
nothing in the patriot service” * (Fisher, XI. 30). 
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Commander in Chief alone, or to him and the Marquis de Lafayette.”- 
Journals. VIII. 673. 

Washington’s view of the cavalry may be measured by his recommenda- 
tion of Pulaski: “This department is still without a head; as I have not, in 
the present deficiency of Brigadiers with the army, thought it advisable to take 
one from the fmt for that command. The nature of the horse service with 
us being such, that they commonly act in detachment, a general officer with 
them is less necessary than at the head of the Brigades of infantry. . 
But though the horse will suffer less from the want of a general officer than 
the foot, a man of real capacity. experience and knowledge in that service 
might be extremely useful.” Franklin, in his endorsement of Pulaski. said 
nothing of his special fitness for the cavalry service, and Washington doubtless 
onIy repeated the Polish adventurer’s OWTI claims when he told Congress that 
“as the principal attention in Poland has been for some time past paid to 
the cavalry, it is to be presumed this gentleman is not unacquainted with it.” 
-Writings of Washington (Ford). VI. 57 n. He was appointed to command 
the horse, with the rank of brigadier general, but the experiment was short, 
and, apparently, the reverse of fortunate. He resigned his command in , 

March. 1778. to raise an independent mixed force of horse and foot, known 
in Revolutionary annals as “Pulaski’s Legion.”-Journals. x. 312. 

Of curious interest is the resolution of Congress. of March 2. 1778, on 
raising State companies of light horse. to serve at their own expense, save 
provisions and forage, and not to act as expresses or as escort to other 
than the General. The plan was addressed to the “yoiing gentlemen of prop- 
erty and spirit” in the States. 

*Pulaski. some months after his appointment, complained of the ”ineffect- 
ive state” of the cavalry. “It cannot be appropriated to any other service than 
that of orderlies, or reconnoitering the enemy’s lines, which your Excellency 
must be persuaded is not the only sewice expected from a corps, which, when 
on a proper footing. is PO very formidable. Although it is the opinion of 
many that. from the construction of the country, the cavalry cannot act to 
advantage. your Excellency must be too well acquainted with the many 
instances wherein the cavalry have ken decisively serviceable, to be of this 
opinion, and not acknowledge that this corps has more than once corn- 
pleted victories. . . . . What has greatly contributed to the present weak 
state of the cavalry was the frequent detachments ordered to the suite of gen- 
eral and other oRicers. while a Colonel commanded. which wefe appropriated 
to every use and the horses drove at the discretion of the dragoons.”--(=or- 
respondence of the Revolution (Sparks), u. 53. Agaiu, in December. 1777, 
he wrote: “While we are superior in cavalry, the enemy will not dare to 
extend their force. and, notwithstanding we act on the defensive, we shall 
have maoy opportunities of attacking and destroying the enemjr degtes; 
whereas. if they have it in their power to a u m m  their cavalry, and we Buffer 
ours to diminish and dwindle away. it may happen that the loss of a b a d e  vill 
terminate in our total defeat. Our army. once dispersed and pursued by their 
horse, will never be able to raliy.” 

. 
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At this stage of the present study it is wry esirable, if any 
d t  of value is to be reached, to beai continually in mind 
the advice of Dr. Johnson to Boswell that he should, before 
entering 011 a certain discussion, “clear his mind of cant”; 
and in the present case! the term “cant” must be herd to in- 
clude cults, hermvorship, patriotism,’ traditional gratitude, race- 
pride and *various other factors, all more or less disturbing 
in any historical ~ t r a t i v e .  The present is an effort’ towards 
a Cdd. critid, tnil i+y analysis. from a purely cavalry -point . 
of view.’ It is also, of course, easy to be wise after the event; 
and, in the full light ‘of subsequent occqrrences, to what 
ought to have been done, 01: left undone, at any given crisis of 
human &rs. Premising all this, it is yet difficult to avoid the 
d u S i o d  that if, in the aut,mn and winter of 1777, the organi- 
zation and development of an effective mounted force in the 
American Continental Army was the end in view, the selection of 
Pulaski as the officer to work that result about was in no way 

A showy, dashing Polish horseman, and, as the end showed, 
a most generous and gallant young fellow, Pulaski, as Chief of 
Cavalry for the somewhat inchoate Continental Army of 1778, 
labored under difficulties which were in fact insuperable. With 
a qui& temper and impatient disposition, he could not make 
himself understood in English ; and, a stranger in a strange land, 
his whole former military experience was, among Americans and 
under American conditions, a positive drawback. He submitted 
to Washington a sensible memorial, in which he pointed out 
clearly the pressing necessity of an organized and improved cav- 
alry service; and, subsequently, he forwarded several reports 
setting forth in most imperfect English the difficulties he encoun- 
tered. These I have not seen ; nor have I read Colonel Rentalou’s 
pamphlet entitled “Pulaski Vindicated”; but judging by brief 
extacts printed by Sparks in his Memoir,* I infer with some 
con6dence that, while he addressed himself with zeal to the task 
he soaght for and which was assigned him, Pulaski did not go at 
it in the right way-in the way in which, for instance, Morgan 
would probably have gbne at it. In  other words, he did not under- 

p ! *  
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+Life of Count Puboki, Sparks’s American Biography, New Series, IV. 

719 

stand America, and had no correct idea as to conditions. Conse- 
quently, as Sparks very well puts it, “the officers of thk several 
regiments, who had heretofore been in a measure independent, 
were not easily reconciled to the orders of a superior, particularly 
of a foreigner who,did not understand their language, and whose 
ideas of discipline, arrangement and maneuvers were different 
from those to which they had been accustomed.” The result 
naturally to be expected in due time ensued. Thus the first 
attempt at a Continental cavalry organization failed; nor can the 

. responsibility for its failure be attributed exclusively to the inju- 
dicious interference of an intractable Congress. It failed because 
it was in no way American, or entered upon with a correct, 
because instinctive, appreciation of existing potentialities. And 
so the brave and unfortunate Pulaski passed on to his early death. 
It was merely another case of a square peg in a round hole. But 
the question still presents itself-Who put the peg in that partic- 
ular hole?-and did the person making the assignment exactly 
understand either the nature of the hole or the adaptation of the 
peg to i t?  

I now find myself face to face with an accepted American 
historical cult; for the investigator who is so rash as to question, 
from any point of view or in any respect, Washington’s all- 
embracing prescience or infallibility of military judgment, incurs 
imminent risk of being summarily ruled out of court-or, so to 
speak, historically disbarred. In avoidance of this penalty, I find 
myself, therefore, compelled to reiterate what in any good military 
treatise would be ignored as a commonplace. To any one at all 
acquainted with the practical side of warfare the proposition is 
elementary : There is no branch of the service in which a familiar 
acquaintance with the country to be operated in, and its condi- 
tions, is so essential to a commander’s success as is the cavalry. 
A man not to the manner born may be a good officer of infantry 
or of artillery, and an excellent engineer, even though he speaks 
but indifferently the language of his soldiers; not so the efficient 
commander of horse. To be really effective, he must be of his 
command; his troopers must see in him one of themselves. 
Especially is this so in a new country, such as the United States 
in all respects was during the last half of the eighteenth century. 
In America and in Europe, engineering and artillery were in 
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essentials the same. That European infantry at times found itself 
oat of place under American conditions had been demonstrated in 
Braddock‘s case and again at Bunker Hill ; but still the European 
b a a n  -and o h r s  could do good work whep out of the woods 
and the reach of rangers and riflemen. \Vith the mounted service 
it was altogether otherwise. American conditions called for a 
species of cavalry peculiar to themselves ; and, in organizing and 
commanding it, a European had first to unlearn everything he had 
ever been taught, and start fresh. He must understand the 
country, its people and their speech, its horses, its roads and its 
forage. In  a word, no less in Revolutionary times than during 
our War of Secession, i f  he is going to prove a cavalry success, 
he must be a Daniel Morgan and not a Casimir Pulaski. 

To the “boddsh theorick” and closet historian - the Ban- 
crofts and the Fiskes, past, present and to come - all this may 
at best be news, or at worst seem quite immaterial ; but any man 
who in America has himself ever “set a squadron in the field” in 
presence of an enemy will see in it not only the alphabet, but the 
very crux itself, of his calling. .4nd my point is that, after two 
whole years of campaigning in the Jerseys and Pennsylvania, 
Washington. dught to have grasped this elementary proposition. 
That hi: did. so grasp it, I find no evidence, whether in his opera- 
tions or his correspondence. Yet the third year of active warfare 
was now drawing to its end, and while poor Pulaski was strug- 
gling in vain with the English language and a “Legion” cavalry 
organization, at once inchoate, ill-considered and insubordinate, 
both Morgan and Arnold were in command of men who ought to 
have been on horseback with rifles on their saddle-bows, but who 
still marched and fought on foot with musket and bayonet. 

To return, however, to the Brandywine and the course of 
military events. The battle was fought September 11th; and 
towards the close of that month, Howe, by a skillful move, 
outmaneuvered Washington and, throwing his army across the 
Schuylkill, occupied Philadelphia. But that he succeeded in 
doing tMs, pronounced by the historian (Fisher, 11, 35) “the 
cleverest piece of work” ever accomplished by him, was again 
e d d y  due to Washington’s absolute lack of any approach to an 
effective outpost service. 

WASHINGTON AND CA VALRY. m a  

The battle of Germantown followed, involving, of course, 
the continued occupation of Philadqlphia. An audacious concep 
tion, it was well planned by Washington, and came near being a 
brilliant success. Unfortunately, there was, as the historians say, 
no possibility of quick communication on $he field ; owing to the 
prevalence of dense fog the position of the enemy could not be 
correctly ascertained ; and what mounted force was available, 
known now as “Pulaski’s cavalry,” was so much separated by 
attending the different divisions of the army on their march, and 
other services,* that, during the battle, the several detachments 

*The detailed disposition of the mounted force forming part of Washing- 
ton’s army at Germantown furnishes conclusive evidence of the absence of any 
correct conception of either the organization of cavalry or its use in field work 
on the part of the American general at that stage of the conflict, 14 months 
after Howe landed on Staten Island. The entire force might have amounted 
to two full squadrons, or one modem battalion (400 rank and file). Pulaski, 
who neither talked nor understood English, but had been made a Brigadier- 
General less than three weeks before, was in nominal command of all the 
cavalry, but the cavalry was not organized, and tRe several units which might 
have gone into an organized whole were distributed as follows: Moylan’s 
Dragoons accompanied the right wing under Sullivan ; two troops of Sheldon’s 
Dragoons under Major Tallmadge. some of Bland‘s Dragoons. and several 
of Pulaski’s recruits accompanied Greene’s left dag. A detail of Bland’s 
troopers acted as escort to Washington. The first City (Philadelphia) Troop 
was with the Pennsylvania militia on Sullivan’s right. In Conwafs brigade 
was a detachment of hidane’s cavalry. The reserves under Stirling had no 
cavalry. The mounted men droye in the advanced British pickets at Chest- 
nut Hill. and elsewhere on this cjccaoion did orderly and courier duty; but. 
as cavalry, they were not actively engaged. 

For the above details I am indebted to the accomplished librarian of tbe 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Mr. John W. Jordan, who is now engaged 
in the preparation of a careful monograph on the battle of Germantown. 
When completed it should be of interest as showing that the idea of a 
distinctively American mounted service had not yet occurred to anyone. So 
far as I have been able to ascertain, it first suggested itself to Banastre 
Tarleton, as the result of his experience and observation d w 5 g  the operations 
in Pennsylvania and New Jersey between November, 17%. ana June, 1778. He 
was then a captain in Harcourt’s horse. Described by Colonel Vetch, in his 
sketch in the Dictionary of National Biography. as “a born cavalry leader, 
with great dash, and as such unequaled in his time.” Tarleton. as will pres- 
ently be seen, put his conception of the new weapon in American warfare 
into form and use in South Carolina, in the early months of lf80. He was 
then in his twenty-sixth year. At first he was almost unopposed, and used his 
novel appliance in a most effective way. and with excellent results; but, a 
little later on. the Americans proved apt pupils, and at tbe Cowpens (January 
17. 1781) Morgan signally worsted the master a t  his own game. The patent 
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were not in a condition to be brought into action together. Con- 
sidering the fog and the nature of the locality, it is also very 
questionable whether at Germantown any opportunity offered for 
the efTective use of horse!.+ 

Such was the close of the campaign of 1777. Valley Forge 
followed; for, on the 19th of December, Washington led his now 
wholly demoralized following, an army in name only, along the 
westem bank of the Schuylkill to their doleful winter quarters. 

Summarizing the campaign of 1777, so far as the operations 
conducted by Washington in person were concerned, Trevelyan 

L (Pt. ~n. 332) says that if Washington had “begun the campaign 
with a respectaMe force of cavalry, numerous enough to cover his 
own front and watch the movements of the enemy, his advance 
guard need never have been surprised at Paoli, and even Brandy- 
wine might have told another tale.” He then adds that Wash- 
ington during the Valley Forge winter, gave much of both time 
and thought to the creation of such a force. The organization of 
what was subsequently known as “Lee’s Legion” resu1ted.t 
Though doubtless, as Trevelyan says, Washington gave closest 
attention to everything which concerned the enlistment, the equip- 
ment, and, above all, the mounting of the troopers composing this 
body, yet that very corps, famous as it subsequently became in 
Revolutionary annals, and brilliant and effective as the work done 
by it unquestionably was, emphasizes forcibly Washington’s lim- 
itations as a cavalry leader, and his failure to grasp in a large 
way the part which a sufficient and effective mounted service both 
might and should have played in the general field of the opera- 
tions which it devolved on him to conduct. Trevelyan says truly 
enough, “The American cavalry had small beginnings and never 
attained very large dimensions; but it was a serviceable instru- 
ment of war from the first moment, and ultimately it played a 
memorable part in deciding the campaign which preserved Georgia 
and the Carolinas to the Union.” But, while this is undeniable so 

. 

of discoverg,hmer, bebop in this case neither to Washington nor to any 
other American, but distinctly to General Sir Banastre Torleton, K. C. B. 
(1754-1833). 

*Sparks’s Pulaski, 421. 
+Journals. XI, 545. 
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far as it goes, it is suggestive of more-a good deal more-to be 
said on the same topic. 

Why was all this thus? “Lee’s Legion,” madeled, by the 
way, apparently on Pulaski’s ill-conceived idea of an effective 
American cavalry service, consisted of some three hundred men, 
one-half only of whom wefe mounted. Instead of organizing 
a cavalry command of such wholly inadequate proportions, 
why was King’s Mounted not anticipased, and a call sent out 
for the frontiersmen and rangers of Virginia and Pennsyl- 
vania to come riding in on their own horses? Why were 
not Morgan’s riflemen jerked into the saddle, where they 
would have felt far more at home than on their feet?* 

In view of what subsequently took place during the War of 
Secession in this country,+ and what took place in South Africa 

9 n  the paper laid before the Committee of Congress, in camp, January,’ 
1778, Washington said : 

“The benefits arising from a superiority of horse are obvious to those 
who have experienced them. Independent of such as you may derive from 
it in the field of battle, it enables you very materially to control the inferior 
and suhordinate motions of an enemy, to impede their knowledge of what 
you are doing, while it gives you every advantage of supcrior intelligence, and 
consequently facilitates your enterprise against them and obstructs theirs 
against you In a defensive war. as in our case, it is peculiarly desirable, 
because it affords great protection to the country, and is a barrier to those 
inroads and depredations upon the inhabitants. which are inevitable when 
the superiority lies on the side of the invaders. The enemy, fully sensible of 
the advantages, are taking all the pains in their power to acquire an ascend- 
ancy in this respect. to defeat which, I would propose an augmentation of the 
cavalry.” It was at  this very time Washington was disaissing. in the way 
described by Trevelyan, the formation of Lee’s LRgion, and he would still have 
only four regiments of cavalry.-Works of Alexander Hamilton (1850). n 
144. 

That the experience was not entirely wasted on Hamilton is shown by 
his opinion given to Pickering in 1797: “I am much attached to the idea of 
a large corps of efficim: cavalry, and I cannot allow this character to militia 
It is all-important to an undisciplined against a disciplined m y .  It is a 
species of force not easy to be brought by an invader, by which his supplies 
may be cut off, and his activity extremely checked. Were I to command an 
undisciplined army, I should prefer half the force with a good corps of cav- 
alry to twice the force without one.”-Ib. a 249. 

+The most recent (1910) foreign critic on the American Civil War and 
its results thus expresses himself on this point: 

“Perhaps the priacipal military lesson [to be derived frem a study of 
war] is in the use of cavalry. The problem of getting cavalry to 6ght 
on foot, without losing its cavalry spirit, is often spoken of now-a-days aa a 

3 
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more recently, under conditions strikingly similar to those which 
obtained here during our Revolution, it is useless to say that this 
was impracticable; and the question next naturally presents itself 
-Who was responsible for this strategic and military shortcom- 
ing? The unavoidable answer suggests itself. .4nd yet Trevel- 
yan, in a footnote to the very page in his narrative from which 
I have just quoted, says that when Stuart was taking Washing- 
ton's portrait, wishing to interest his sitter, he wrote, "I began on 
the Revolution, the battles of Monmouth and Princeton, but he 
was absolutely dumb. I had 
touched the right chord." Washington was then (circa 1794) 
President, and living in Philadelphia. Trevelyan adds he had 
twenty-six horses in his stable. 

The explanation seems obvious. Washington began his mil- 
itary career as a backwoods Indian fighter, and never forgot the 
lessons then learned, nor outgrew the experience. In the wooded 
wildernesses of the -4lleghanies cavalry could not operate. All 
he knew of it was from hearsay, and reading the news-letter 
accounts of the campaigns and battles of Frederick. And so, 
Virginian though he was, there is from the beginning to the end 
of his military life, so far as I can discover, no indication of any 
adequate conception of the value and importance of the mounted 
man in military operations, and more especially in that particular 
form of military operation which it devolved upon him to conduct. 
Yet it is the first business of any great soldier both to appreciate 
and study the nature of the weapons at his command, and then to 
make full and effective use of them. 

In the employment of the several recognized arms of the 
service in the Revolutionary struggle, the British enjoyed a great, 
and for the patriots an insuperable, advantage as respects infantry 

sort of ideal to be approached rather than attained; but Sheridan. Stuart and 
Forrest all solved it to perfection, using mounted and dismounted action indif- 
ferently, though the two latter had few real cavalry in proportion to the size 
of their eOmmaads."-J. Formby, The American Civil War. 484. 

It should be unnecessary to point out that the above conclusion applies 
ody to American conditions and to conditions elsewhere prevailing similar 
to those which in 1861 to 1865 prevailed in America-South Africa, for 
exapplc If applied to Continental conditions in Western Europe, the "lesson'' 
would probably prove faIladOu0. i t  is this distinction betwmAmerican and 
other conditions that the historians of the Revolution have failed to grasp; 
in that respect. however, only following the precedent of Washington. 

After a while I got on horses. 

A. ..... 
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and artillery-what is known as the line-of-battle organization. 
O n  the other hand, the Americans, from the outset, found com- 
pensation in their superior marksmanship, individuality and mobil- 
ity. Recourse should, accordingly, have been had to the rifle and 
the horse. From Lexington to King's Mountain, with Bennington 
by the way, the opponent the British officer most dreaded the sight 
of was the leather-clad ranger;* and,of all descriptions bf rangers, 
the organized mounted ranger was the most potentially for- 
midable. 

It is useless to object that in 1777 the use made of mounted 
men and irregular cavalry in modern warfare had not yet been 
developed. In the first place the fact is otherwise. It had been 
developed even in Roman times and, as already pointed out, 
Parthian tactics were quite as proverbially familiar as Fabian; 
while the name of Rupert was one to conjure with in Virginia. 
In the next place, if the use that could be made of mounted men 
in -4merican open country warfare had not previously been devel- 
oped, it was the province of Washington then to develop it. That 
is what he was there for ; and a little later, at King's Mountain and 
Cowpens, the instinct of his people developed it for him. 

The obvious objection will, of course, next be advanced that 
the keep of horses is costly, and Washimgton was always kept 
short of funds. This hardly merits attention. The Connecticut 
cavalry were dismissed and sent home on the specific ground that 
horses were thought to be of no use in the operations then in 
hand. Yet only a 
month later, because of the lack of a suitable mounted service, 
Washington's advanced line was flanked, and the very flower of 

qrevelyan, Pt In. 259, 375. While the rifle as an implement in warfart 
seems to have been wholly unknown in the British service of the Revolutionary 
period, marksmanship was neither taught nor practised; and, as early as dur- 
ing the siege of Boston, Sir William Howe wrote home telling of the "terrible 
guns of the rebels." Finally he succeeded in capturning a ranger, and "sent 
him to England, rifle and all, and the marksman was made to perform there 
'and exhibited as a curiosity.'' Some six hundred of the Germans sent to 
America were riflemen, known as "J@d'; and, in the negotiations with the 
landgraves, it was stipulated that as many of the rwuite as possible SW 
be ritlanen-Sawyer, Firearms in American History, 81-83. 140. Referring 
to the so-called "massacre" at Paoli, Tmelyan justly observes (Pt m, 236) : 
"Mea always attach the idea of cruelty to modes of warfare in which they 
t h d e s  are not proficient; and Americans liked the bayonet as little as 
Eaglidnnen approved of takiag delikratc aim at indiidaal ofiiara" 

The riders were invited to serve on foot. 



. .  - _  

at Valley Forge. Washington determined to feel the enemy; 
and, with that end in view, sent out (May 18) a detachment, some 
fifteen hundred strong, of his best troops, with Lafayette in com- 
mand. It was, in fact, a reconnaissance in force; and, as such, 
should have been composed in the main of cavalry, with a strong 
infantry support and artillery contingent. The patriot army, how- 
ever, had no cavalry to speak of, so Lafayette marched off with a 
command composed almost exclusively of fpot. Crossing the 
Schuylkill by a ford some two hours’ march only from Valley 
Forge, he advanced to Barren Hill, within twelve miles of Phila- 
delphia, and there went into camp. What ensued, illustrates sev- 
era1 things : among them, more especially, the extreme danger of 
attempting without cavalry a close reconnaissance of an enemy of 
superior force; and, next, the utter impossibility of effecting an 
intelligible agreement between any two accounts of an outpost 
affair. 

Fully informed as to the movement, the British arranged to 
bag Lafayette and his command. By merest chance, ccmbined 
with the dull incompetence of Major-General Grant, who com- 
manded one of the British columns, the bagging plan failed by the 
narrowest of margins ; but it is instructive to read of the affair in 
the accounts of Tower,* of Fishefi and of Stedman.$ They 
agree in hardly any de t i l  ; and Stedman only of the three, the one 
participant and military writer, gives a map of the field of opera- 
tions and makes mention of the “confused galloping of some of 
the enemy’s horsemed” through whose panicky perfomances 
Lafayctte probably received his first intimation of impending dan- 
ger ; while “a corps of [British] cavalry took possession of a hill” . 
which was not defended, instead of being thrown forward tQ seize 
the ford by which alone could Lafayette’s frightened f&t effect 
an escape. The whole episode .afforded an interesting -example 
’both of the absence and misuse of the weapons essential to succea 
in warfare. According to Fisher, however, Washington did profit. 
by the experience, for he “was Careful to risk ‘no more valuable 
detachments to watch for the evacuation of Philadelphia.” In  

*Lafayette in the American Revolution (1895). I. 326-338 
tThe Struggle for Am&- Independence ‘1908), n. 146-148 
$History of the American War (1794). I. 376-379. 
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his army needlessly.sacrificed. A thousand men were there lost. 
They represented the price of the keep of a few hundred horses 
for one month; while, at that very time, the majority of the 
dwders  on Long Island were Tories, whose fields were heavy 
with forage. In  the next place, Washington did not then, nor 
afterwards, cry aloud for eyes and ears for his army, and have 
them denied him pn the s o r e  of cost. On the contrary, until 
Valley Forge he does not seem to have been conscious of the 
absence from it 01 eyes and ears ; at least, no allusion to the want 
is found in his writings. Finally, later on, the item of cost did 
not, in 1780 to 1782, prove an insuperable obstacle in the way of 
the development of a most effective mounted service in the South- 
ern Department ; though, compared with Greene’s, N‘ashington’s 
camp chest was a purse of Fortunatus. 

As respects the argument from cost, however, once for all it 
should be premised that war, effectively conducted, is a grim 
reality.and in no way a dilettante, delicately handled pastime. In 
it men must. be armed and equipped, somehow ; horses must be 
had and fed, somewhence. I .The Confederates had no great supply 
of mopey between 1862 and 1865, but they had a most effeclive 
mounted service; likewise h e  South African Boers in a.more 
recent struggle. In practical &fare the existence of .a. cavalry 
force is not so much a question of money as of the existence of 
an adequate supply of horses, of forage an4 of men accustomed to 
the saddle. ‘Of all theke, and of the.best, the America .of the 
Rebolutionary.peyiod possessed abundance. At Ring’s kountain, 
the prospective-cost of horse;keep was, so far as appears, not taken 
into consideration. 

If this l$nita;tion of IVashington’s military capacity was 
obvious in the two canipaigns of’,1776 and 1777, that of 1’778 
etnphasizqd the deficiency..’. . The .campai, opened, inauspici~usly 
exiough, with the somewhat inexplicable. Barren-dill performance, 
under :the kadership of .a boy ,of twenty, for.’Lafayette at that 
.time still’lacked six months of attaining his majority. Though 
May was well advqnced, active operations had nat yet begun. The 
British army, still under *e command of Sir William Howe 
(thou-@, being superseded By Clinton, he was aboub to sail for 
England) o h p i e d  Philadelphia ; while thte @riqts, just again 
gathering ‘strength after their terrible winter experience, remained , . 
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. _  other wor&, havhg no-cavalry to send, he Ant out n6 more ’. . 
. J  - ,  . .  . . 

. infantry to do.cavafry wotk. . . * \ -  

’ 

. ’, uA.18) that the m i g n * k e a l l y  opened. During that tnonth 

. . ‘Washington wk’obseniing C1inton:closely; knowing well that the 
* . British army must move, but in n a t d  doubt as to the direction , 

. of movement. It would.seem that the utmost dekee-of mobility 
on his own part should then have been presemt to his mind as the 
great necessity of the hour. If such was the case, the thought 
took no outward form and remained unexpressed in correspond- . 
ence. June, 1778, witnessed at last the withdrawal of the British’ .. ’ 

army from Philadelphia. and its somewhat inglorious, but success- 
ful, transfer’acrbss New Jersey t9:New York. Its escape from 
total destruction was ’then largely due-to the’absence of cavalry, 
as a factor of effitiency in the patriot army. 

Why, at this advanced stage of the war, i t  should have been 
For Trevelyan also tells ‘us that 

when Clinton set out on his watch from Philadelphia to New 
York, his army had at its disposition no less than five thousand 
horses, “almost all of which had been coflected by requisition or , 
purchase, during Sir William Howe’s occupation of Pennsylvania” 

To a like effect, the same excellent authority asserts (Ib. 
323) that General Greene. Washington’s quartermaster, had 
during the same period “secured a vast quantity of horses for the 
artillery and transport” of the patriot army. Pennsylvania, as 
well as Virginia, it would seem, was well supplied with mounts; 
and, with Virginia only the other side of the Potomac, troopers 
would naturally not have been far to seek. 

Sir  H e n y  Clinton had now succeeded Sir William Howe. 
For good and sufficient reasons, when his position at  Philadelphia 
had become difficult as well as objectless, he decided to  transfer 
h i m l f  to N e 7  York. It was in fact a withdrawal from a posi- 
tion 110 longer tenable. For equally satisfying reasons, practical 
as well as strategic, it was determined to make the transfer by a 
bod march. When the British army started on its return, the 
mvement  was not unanticipated on the part of Washington; 
and it is curious in reading the narratives to note through inci- 
dental mentionings how very gradually it was that the use of 

All this was p&lihniqary ; and it, was not until a month la&. , 
’ . 

, ! ’ 

. 

. 

‘ thus lacking is not apparent. 
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‘the‘ patriot leaders. :While; . €or. instance, Clinton’s 
out of. Philadelphia and crossed the river a t  dawn, 

Trevelyan tells us, a part-of.’Major Lee’s dragoons 

. . .  5. 

. . .  
. .  

. ._ ’.. mounted & in the  kind of warfare {hey were then engaged in 

. ’ galloped down to the quay ih time to see the English rear guard 
., off, as‘it.ferried.the Delaware (Pt. III. 371). To the same effect, 

Fisher says (11. 198‘) that Allan McLane with his “rough riders” _ ‘  

was the first who entered. the town. Fisher further notes. (11. 
131) that during the Valley Forge winter this Allan McLane, “a 
rough rider and freebooter of the most gallant type had. scouted 
between the Delaware and the Schuylkill,. making dashes up to 
the gates of the redoubts,” which had been thrown up for the 
protection of Philadelphia. He further says that Washington 
during the season had troops between the Delaware and the 
Schuylkill, who, being rough riders and acting i,n small bands, 
obtained information and watched the movements of the British. 
Presumably there were thus attached ta the patriot army the 
initial germs of such a mounted organization as the situation 
called for. It is obvious, however, it had not been organized on 
any large scale or,comprehensive plan, and was not in such force 
as enabled it materially t6 affect subsequent strategic operations. 

One thing, however. stands plainly out-undeniable. No 
military movement could possibly have been much more open to 
fatal disaster through an application of Parthian tactics than that 
march of the British army from Philadelphia to Sandy Hook, in 
June, 1778. “When the British reached their second halting- 
place, the rain poured down for  fourteen consecutive hours, 
ruining the highways, soaking the baggage, spoiling the animuni- 
tion and provisions, and drenching the soldiers to the skin” 
(Trevelyan, Pt. III. 371 ). Under such conditions Clinton’s 
progress was inordinately slow, and he “consumed a full week 
over the first forty miles of his journey” (Ib. 375). The heat 
then became intense, and Trevelyan says that the British infantry, 
“burdened like pack horses,” were preceded by a train of carts 
“a dozen miles in length and frequently compelled to travel on a 
single causeway” (Ib. 372). The whole country-side was up in 
arms, bent on impeding his progress ; and Sir Henry Clinton had 
no cavalry. All the bridges over which the column had to pass 
were broken down; the road, such as it was, “was execrable, and 

. 
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the heat like the desert of Sahara.” When the retreating army 
got in motion, on the torrid morning of the eleventh day, Trevel- 
yan adds, “innumerable s a g e s  gradually wound themselves 
out of the meadows where they had been parked, and covered in 
unbroken file the whole of the eleven miles of highway which led 
westward from Monmouth Court House to the village of Middle- 

. town.” I t  was here that the American infantry, under General 
Charles Lee, struck the retreating column. It is curious to con- 
sider what would under such circumstances have been the result 
had the American recourse been Parthian instead of Fabian. 
The military as well as historic truth is that, on this as on other 
occasions, Washington measured himself and his arnly up against 
his adversary at  the point where they were strongest and he was 
least so. He opposed infantry to infantry; oblivious of the fact 
that the British infantry were of the most perfectly organized 
kind, while his own was at  best an extemporized force. The 
natural result followed. Whatever the mounted force under 
Harry Lee or Allan McLane may have been, it is apparent that it 
was not sufficient to cut any figure during the momentous move- 
ment culminating at Monmouth Court House. To a wagon train, 
eleven miles in length, the American cavalry offered no obstacle. 
To have stopped that train’s forward movement, and, in so doing, 
to have thrown the whole column into confusion, would in our 
day have been a simple matter. But the weapon was not at 
command. It was by a margin of only five days that Clinton’s 
army and possibly the British fleet escaped heavy disaster, i f  not 
total destruction (Fisher, 11. 187). Drawing inferences from 
this record, would it be unfair to conclude t l a t  two thousand of 
the King’s Mountain rangers led, we mill say, by Daniel Mor- 
gan,* might, during those momentous ten days of transfer, have 
very potently contributed towards then there ending the \Var 
of Independence? (Stedman, XI. 23). If might not the his- 
torian, at  once expert and judicious. find ’”., cau e to suspect that a 
Fabian policy, combined with economy in horse-keep, came some- 
what high at that juncture of Revolutionary experiences ? 

‘‘NO more pitched battles were fought in the North. IVash- 
ington never met Clinton in the field. The two commanders, one 
impregnably intrenched in the Highlands, and the other impreg- 

*Foher, n. 207. Morgan, at this time, wrote to Washington. “You know 
the cavalry are the eyes of the infantry.” 
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nably intrenched in the town of New York, simply watched each 
other from July, 1778, until September, 1781, when Washing- 
ton made his sudden move to Yorktown, Virginia.”* 

The period of active operations which has now been passed 
in review covered almost exactly two years, from July, 1776, to 
July, 1778. During nearly the whole of that period the British 
operations were directed by Sir William Howe. Howe belonged 
to a class of military commanders by no means uncommon, espe- 
cially in British annals. With a certain degree of initiative, he 
appears to have been a man of essentially indolent, sluggish tem- 
perament, self-indulgent and disposed to be satisfied with incom- 
plete or partial results. But this “enough-for-one-day” inclina- 
tion on the part of commanders was by no means peculiar to 
Howe; on the contrary, it is much in evidence in the annals of 
all warfare. Wellington’s career once supplied a dramatic illus- 
tration of it, eliciting from him a highly characteristic ejacula- 
tion. It was in Portugal, at Vimeiro, August 20, 1808, where 
Sir Arthur Wellesley, as he then was, in temporary com- 
mand of the British expeditionary force, met the French army 
of occupation under Junot. That day the future Duke found 
himself pitted for the first time against the soldiers of the Em- 
pire. He scored a decided success ; and then, a born fighter with 
victory in his grasp, he was replaced in command by Sir Harry 
Burrard, his senior in commission, who had put in his appear- 
ance while the battle was still on. Junot was in exactly the 
position of Washington after the Brandywine. By a vigorous 
forward movement Junot could be cut off from Lisbon, as Wash- 
ington from Philadelphia. IVellesley saw his opportunity. The 
French were in full retreat, and the English advance along the 
Torres Vedras road had begun, when, suddenly, Burrard, assum- 
ing command, ordered all pursuit to stop. In vain Wellesley 
expostulated, saying: “Sir Harry, now is your time to advance. 
The enemy are completely beaten. IVe shall be in Lisbon in three 
days.” Like Howe at Flatbush, and again at the Brandywine, 
Burrard held that “enough had been done for one day”; and it 
only remained for the disgusted Wellesley to turn away, remark- 
ing characteristically to his aid as he did so, “Well. then, there 
is nothing for us soldiers to do here except to go and shoot red- 
-. 

See footnote on preceding page 
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legged partridges!” Judging by his own masterly disposition 
and energetk pursuit of a routed enemy three years later at 
Camden (August 16,1780), Cornwallis, at the Brandywine ( S e p  
tember 11, 1777), must have been in much the same mood 
towards his commander as was Wellington, long afterwards, at 
Vimeiro. The flank movement conducted by him had been 
wholly successful ; taken unawares and beaten, the American 
army was in full retreat, while Philadelphia, the British object- 
ive, eighteen miles only from them, was three and twenty from 
the main body of the Americans, driven into a cul-de-sac. And, 
under such circumstances, Cornwallis heard Howe order his 
army to discontinue pursuit; as an Long Island a year before, 
“enough had been done for that day.” In  narrating the course 
of British operations about New York under Howe, Lord Mahon 
exclaims (VI. 194). “Thus was some respite obtained for the 
harassed‘and dispirited remnant of the American army.-Oh! 
for one hour of Clive!” Lord Clive was four years only the 
senior of Sir William Howe, as he was four years Gage’s junior. 
It is well known historically that when, in November, 1774, Clive 
died by his own hand, the British Ministry, in view of that appeal 
to the sword towards which the disputes with the American col- 
onists were then plainly tending, planned to avail themselves of 
his services. In the outcome of either Flatbush or the Brandy- 
wine, Cornwallis in command would probably have sufficed wholly 
to change the course of events; but it confounds the imagination 
to try even to conceive what history might have had to record 
had it been fated for Washington, in place of hfajor-General 
Thomas Gage, or Lieutenant-Generals Sir William Howe and 
Sir Henry Clinton, to confront Robert Clive at Boston in 1775, 
at New York in 1776, on the Brandywine in 1777, or at Mon- 
mouth in 1778. 

‘When Sylla, after all his victories, styled himself a happy, 
rather than a great, general, he discovered his profound knowl- 
edge of the military art. Experience taught him that the speed 
of tme legion, the inactivity of another, the obstinacy, the igm- 

or the treachery of a subordinate officer; was sufficient to 
mar the best concerted plan-that the intervention of a shower 
of rain, an unexpected ditch, or any apparently trivial accident, 
might determine the fate of a whole army. It  taught him that 
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the vicissitudes of war are so many, disappointment will attend 
the wisest combinations; that a ruinous defeat, the work of 
chance, often closes the career of the boldest and most sagacious 
of generals; and that to judge of a commander’s conduct by the 
event alone is equally unjust and unphilosophical, a refuge for 
vanity and ignorance.”* 

In penning these reflections, while writing of the tragic 
outcome of Sir John Moore’s Corunna campaign, Napier might 
well have added to his vicissitudfs of warfare the good fortune 
of a commander who finds himself confronted with a succession 
of dull and beefy incompetents, or conventional and unenterpris- 
ing professional strategists. When the caliber and temperaments - 
of those opposed in command to him, and with whom only he 
was fated to measure himself, are taken into account, there may 
possibly be grounds for concluding that LVashington, even more 
than Sylla. might have had cause to style “himself a happy, 
rather than % great, general.” The imagination is, however, not 
greatly tasked to conceive the result, when Gage or Howe or 
Clinton is thought of as by any possibility of warfare pitted 
against Frederick or Napoleon. To be so pitted was, before 
and after, the ill fortune of many forgotten military nobodies 
in figure. weight and size not unlike those named. 

After Monmouth the seat of active Revolutionary warfare 
was transferred from the vicinity of New York and the Jerseys 
to the Carolinas, and General Kathanael Greene, in place of 
Washington, directed operations. Trevelyan’s narrative has not 
reached this stage of the conflict. I t  practically ends, so far as 
military movements are concerned, with the withdrawal of the 
British from Philadelphia, and the concentration of their army 
at New York, safe under the protection of the fleet. 

This paper has already extended far beyond the limits orig- 
inally proposed; and I shall not attempt to enter in detail into 
the operations conducted in the Carelinas between the fall of 
Charleston in May, 1780, and the final evacuation of South Caro- 
h a  by the British in September, 1782. I t  is sufficient to say 
that, as a military stddy from the cavalry point of view, those 
operations afford a striking contrast to what had previously taken 

*Napier. War in the Peninsula, Bk m., chap. vi. 
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place during an almost ’exactly similar space of time in the North- 
em Department. 

There was, it is true, a large royalist faction in the Caro- 
linas, but the same element was found in almost equal propor- 
tion in New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania. The horse 
was equally at hand in each region; while forage was more plen- 
tiful in the Northern than in the Southern States; but it seemed 
as though both sides, simultaneously as if from instinct, “caught 
on” in the Carolinas.* For instance, Savannah surrendered on 
the 11th of May, 1780, and on the 29th of the same month, only 
eighteen days later, Tarleton had behind him seven hundred 
mounted man when he surprised Colonel Buford at the Wax- 
haws, and destroyed nearly his entire command. The British 
officer had covered one hundred and fifty-four miles in fifty- 
four hours (McCrady, 1x1. 619). This was great cavalry work. 

*DesCtibing the expedition to Savannah under Clinton, Tarleton, then a 
Lieutenant-Colonel. says (Campaigns of 1780 and 1781. 44) it included “a 
powerful detachment of artillery” and “two hundred and fifty cavalry.” It 
left New York on the 26th of December, 1779, but. encountering a succession 
of storms, the Beet was dispersed. and ‘‘most of the artillery and all the cav- 
alry horses perished.’’ On landing in Tybee harbor Tarleton “found the con- 
dition of his corps mortifying and distressing; the horses of both officers and 
men, which had been embarked in excellent order, were destroyed owing to 
the badness of the vessels employed to transport them, and. unfortunately, 
there was no substitute found in Georgia to remedy such a catastrophe.” 
Transporting his “men and furniture” by boat to Port Royal Island. Tarleton 
proceeded “to collect at that place, from friends and enemies, by money or by 
force, all the horses belonging to the islands in that neighborhood.” This 
was towards the end of February, but “about the middle of March” Tarleton 
received orders to jom the main command, “if he had assembled a sufficient 
number of horses to remount the dragoons; the number was complete. but 
th quality was inferior to those embarked at New York.” Less than a month 
later (April 12) Tarleton, with his command thus re-mounted. surprised 
Gaweral Huger at  the Cooper River crossing; and “four hundred horses 
belaaging to oflicers and dragoons, with their arms and equipments (a valuable 
muhiition for the British cavalry in t h a r  present state), fell into the hands 
of the victors. . . . This signal instance of military advantage may be 
partly a t t r h t d  . . . to the injudidous amduct of the American com- 
mander, who, besides making a false disposition of his corps, by placing his 
cavalry in front of the bridge during the night. and his infantry in the rear, 
zwfjlected sending patrols in front of his videttes.“. (Ib. 16, 17). Exactly one 
mopth later Charleston was surreadered, and Tarleton led his command. 
remounted in the way d e s a i  on the raid refured to in the text. No 
similar showing of and enterprise in the cavalry arm of the service 
had up to this t h e  been aeeo on either side. 
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Nothing like it was attempted, much less accomplished, by any 
of Washington’s command in the Monmouth campaign. 

The warfare which then developed itself in the Southern 
Department is, moreover, strikingly suggestive of that in South 
Africa a century and a quarter later. The tactics employed ob - 
both sides in the Carolina struggle were the same. Irregular 
bodies of partisans, the men mounted on their own horses, called 
together at a moment’s notice and separating at the will of those 
composing the band, harried the land, cut off detached parties, 
showed small mercy to prisoners, and, withal, did little in the 
way of effective work towards bringing warfare to an end. I t  
was a process of exhaustion. Made up chiefly of eccentric par- 
tisan operations, as it is studied in the somewhat voluminous 
detail @f McCrady’s two buUry volumes, the narrative conveys 
no lesson. The one cause for wonder is how Greene, without 
arms, munitions, clothing, commissariat or campchest, contrived 
to keep the field at all. 

As to Greene, also, it is impossible now to say whether he 
possessed in any marked degree the elements of an officer of 
cavalry. He, however, fully realized, as a result of experience, 
the immense importance af that arm of the service, causing him 
to write to Lafayette, when the latter was conducting operations 
in Virginia, the enemy “are increasing their cavalry by every 
means in their power, and have a greater number than we have, 
though not.of equal goodness. We are trying to increase ours. 
Enlarge your cavalry or you are inevitably ruined.”* 

It is a curious and very noticeable fact, also, that as respects 
both the employment of .cavalry and its effective use, the British 
not only seem to have taken the initiative, but they held their 
advantage up to the close of the struggle;* that is, cavalry in 

+G. W,Greene. Life of General Greens UI, 320. 
+Immediately after the battle of Brandywine. a provincial corps raised 

in New York under the name of the Queen’s Rangers, was adopted by the 
English commander. and placed under the direction of Major commandant 
J. G. Simeoe. What it accomplished is related in “Simcoe’s Military Jd“; 
it need only be said here that the corps obtained as wide a fame as Tarleton’s, 
and was taken at Clouaster Point when Cornwallis gave up his army at 
Yorktown. Sir Henry Clinton told Gerniain that since October, 177’7. when 
Simcoe’S corps was first adopted, it ”had been the papctual advance of the 
army.” one of the most serviceable function of light-horse. 
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the campaigns of Cornwallis and lmrd Rawdon acted as an 
adjunct in military operations, and was used effectively in this 
way. This was the case to a very limited extent only on the 
patriot side. An the cavalry Greene ever could depend upon as 

. an effective weapon in his immediate central command were the 
camparatively insignificant organizations commanded by Harry 
Lee and Lieutenant-Colonel Washington. O n  the other hand, 
judging by McCrady’s statements, Pickens, Marion, Sumter and 
the rest gave Greene almost as much trouble as they rendered 
him assistance. He was continually making futile attempts to 
draw them under his personal control for some concentrated 
movement, while they, much older men and natives of the coun- 
try, plainly more or less jealous of his, the m o d e  Islander’s, 
authority, acted on their own responsibility, obeying or neglect- 
ing to obey his orders much as they saw fit. 

Two conflicts, however, which occurred in the Carolinas- 
,the one at King’s Mountain on the 6th of October, 1780, the 
other at the Cowpens on January 17, 1781-are especially notice- 
able; and King’s Mountain offered a fine example of irregular 
mounted warfare. The whole patriot force engaged was less 
than fourteen hundred strong, “over-mountain men,” as they 
were called. Their mode of operation was almost exactly that 
of the Boers. Suddenly concentrated, and covering a consid- 
erable distance with great rapidity, “as soon as they arrived 
near the base of the spur [on which the conflict occurred] the 
riflemen all dismounted and, leaving their coats and blankets 
strapped to the saddles, tied their horses in the woods and, with 
scarcely a moment’s delay, started on foot up the three easy 
sides of the spur” (Fisher, 11.253). Stedman’s account (11. 221 ) 
of this episode is curiously suggestive of similar operations con- 
ducted in South Africa nearly a century and a quarter later: 
“These men . . . the wild and fierce inhabitants of Kentucky, 
and other settlements west of the Alleganey Mountains . . . 
were all well mounted on horseback and armed with rifles; each 
carried his own provisions in a wallet, SO that no incumbrance 
of wagons, nor delays of public departments, impeded their move- 
ments. . . . When the different divisions of mountaineers 
reached Gilbert-town, which was nearly about the same time, 
they amounted to upwards of three thousand men. From these 

787 WASHfNGTON AND CAVALRY. 

fifteen hundred of the best were selected, who, mounted on fleet 
horses, were sent in pursuit.”* 

So, three months later, at Cowpens (January 17, 1781), 
Daniel Morgan there gave evidence of the possession of all the 
attributes of a born military commander and cavalry leader. 
Making his dispositions without any regard for. military rules, 
he availed himself in the best way possible of the weapons at 
his command. H e  had a small force of cavalry only, amount- 
ing perhaps to one hundred and fifty troopers. They were under 
the command of Harry Lee; and these he flung upon Tarle- 
ton’s flank at the crisis of the action, in a manner so effective 
that defeat became at once a rout. He hurled his little band 
of horsemen on his opponent when, to use Napoleon’s expres- 
sion, “the battle was ripe,” much as a stone is flung by a slinger. 
One of the very few patriot victories of the entire war, Cow- 
pens was altogether the most neatly,(though unscientifically, 
fought battle in it. Both in the commander and in the men 
the distinctive American attributes were there much in evidence. 

So far as Greene’s operations were concerned, while most 
skillfully as well as persistently conducted, they indicated rather 
the possession by him of the attributes of an excellent com- 
mander of infantry than the dashing qualities of one either accus- 
tomed to the handling of cavalry or naturally inclined to it. Both 
Guilford Court House and Eutaw Springs could have beep 
turned from defeats, or, at best, indecisive actions, into corn 
plete victories had he then had attached to his command an 
effective force of cavalry and, like Morgan, known exactly 
when and how to make .use of it. Even as it was, his small 

*Major Patrick Ferguson of the 2d Battalion, 71st Regiment Light Infan- 
try, Highlanders. an excellent and enterprising officer. commanded the loyalists 
at King‘s Mountain and there lost his life. It is a curious and most interest- 
ing historical fact in connection with the subjects of the present paper that 
Ferguson was the inventor of the first serviceable and practical breech-loading 
rifled weapon ever adopted into any service. Patented in &gland in 
by it ”four aimed shots a minute could be fired, as against an average of one 
shot in fifteen minrltes with a European muzzle-lording rifle after it had 
become foul.”-Sawyer, Firearms in American History, 137-139. 

The only dif3iculty with the Ferguson breech-loader seems to have bern 
that it was. as a weapon in practical European warfare. a full half century 
before its time. Even as late as our own War of Secession the West Point 
martinets and ordnance officers were wholly opposed to the adoption of the 
breech-loading weapons for use by infantry. Breech-loading cavalry carbines 
were in use. 

I__ 
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Body of raounted  yen, d e r  ownnand of Lee and Washiag- 
ton, rendered on more than one occasion effeaive service. As 
to TarIe&on, he provqd the right a m ,  such as it was, of Com- 
wallis, and the raids led by him, both in the Carolinas and in 
Virginia, seem artraordinvy in dash and daring. 

But when it is borne in mind that the active military opera- 
tions of the Revolutionary period extended from the affairs at 
Lexington and Concord in April, 1775, to the fall of Yorktown 
m October, 1781, or through more than s k  years of incessant 
field work, while, on the other hand, the war in South Africa 
lasted but two years, and our own War of Secession covered 
practically but four years, the slowness with which the patriot 
side realized the nature of the situation, and learned to make 
the most effective use of the weapons at its command, is indis- 
putably, to say the least, suggestive. I t  even gives rise to a 
doubt whether, after all, there was not some ground for the 
impatience at times felt in the Congress over the Fabian policy 
of Washington, and whether recourse might not well earlier 
have been had to a different, and much more effective, system 
of tach.  But in any event, this phase, as yet undeveloped, of 
an interesting historical situation merits careful study on the 
part of some future investigator; for my present examination 
leads me to think that the military history of the War of Ameti- 
can Independence needs to be rewritten to a very considerable 
extent and in quite a new spirit. 

And, first of all, in the light of our Civil War record, 
Union and Confederate, does not the accepted and traditional 
American estimate of Washington, the Soldier and General, call 
for thoughtful revision? Nor would such revision necessarily 
result in any diminution of his fame, for Washington was much 
more than a mere militarg man of any sort, even the highest. 
He was essentially and conspicuously a man of Character. It 
was his Character which carried him, and with him the coun- 
try, through the trials of the War of Independence; and his 
fame stands in no need of the excessive and undiscriminating 
adulation with which it had been oppressed. On the other 
hand, judged by the record, can he be fairly classed among 
great soldiers? Even Sir William Howe, a commander of 
“‘monotonous mediocrity” (Stedman. I. 398), so low in grade 
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as not to be classed at all, time and again otit-generaled as well 
as out-fought him He did so on Long Island, and again on 
Manhattan Island, and again both on the Brandywine and on 
the Schuylkill. Washington twice surprised outlying detach- 
ments, those in command having neglected precautions against 
attack; and, as the result of a well-conceived strategic move- 
ment and combination, he compelled the surrender of Cornwallis. 
But he never stood victor on a field of pitched battle, and it is 
indisputable that repeatedly he owed his salvation to the incom- 
petence or procrastination of his opponent. It was so on Long 
Island; it was so on the Brandywine. Again, with any but 
a slothful, self-indulgent voluptuary opposed to him, his com- 
mand would have been wholly dispersed, and its stores cap- 
tured during the early months of either 1777 or 1778. He 
could have been easily maneuvered out of either Momstown, 
in the former year, or out of Valley Forge in the latter. But 
he was sustained, and carried through every ordeal by a com- 
bination of horse common-sense, great fortitude, good judg- 
ment and military ability, immense luck and, above all and 
most of all, commanding Character. He thus had his limita- 
tions, and to one of these, heretofore, so far as I know, unno- 
ticed, attention is here called. Xor, possibly, is it in any way 
speaking beyond bounds to suggest that the existence of this 
limitation in its military head may have prolonged the War of 
Independence by a third, if not by a half. 

The story of the Connecticut troop of Light-Horse* is told 
in the following letters in the Trumbull Papers : 

COLQNEL SEYMOUR TO GOVERNOR TRUMBULL. 

NEW YoR%, July 11th. 1776. 
HON’D Sm,-Xotwithstanding the singular Circumstances of my Family, 

I could not possibly avoid coming with the Light Horse to this place in 
the Cause of our Country; we got in on Monday, and make a Body of a b u t  
SOO, as fine Men. and as well Spirited as any on the Ground. The General 
was much rejoiced at the measure. and appears disposed to Shew us every 
mark of Respect. He is something perplexed about the Expence of forageing 
the Horses; fears he can’t be justified in it without Consent of Qnma 
He will write Congress upon the subject and use his endeavor (he assured 
me) to have their approbation. If not, the men must rely upon the Colony - 

*See page ode. 
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kr it. How long we shall stay is uncertain; this depends much upon the 
Arrival df our new Levies, and as the Men are principally Farmers. have 
left their Grass, their Grain, and other Affairs much unprovided for, they 
hope every method will be taken for their speedy Relief, and in this resped, 
they rely much upon your Honor‘s Influence. . . . T. SEYMOUR. 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL WADSWORTH TO GOVERNOR TRTJMBTJLL. 
NEW Yons, July 18th. 1776. 

HOX‘D Sre,-Ao I have the honor to command a Brigade of Militia from 
the colony of Connecticut, think it my Duty, to give such information from 
time to time as may relate to the interest or honor of the Colony; am there- 
fore to inform your Honor, that on the 8th lnstant Col. Seymour arrived 
here, and inform’d the General that a body of about 30 of the troop of horse 
from Connecticut had arrived near this City, and also shewed him his in- 
structions. The evening following at  a meeting of the Gen’l Officers, the 
matter was under consideration. when it was unanimously agreed, that the 
men were much wanted here, but as troopers, could be of no service in case 
of an attack, and that those men who were not armed with Grl>ines. or good 
fire arms should return to Chmecticttt with the horses, as forrage for them 
could not be had here; and that the detachment whilst here should do Duty 
in the Brigade under my command. And thereupon received the General’s 
Command to acquaint (310. Seymour with said resolution the next morning, 
which I ascordingly did. When he inform’d me he thought it would be 
disagreeable to his party to leave their horses. but said he would return to 
them and sound their minds. when a plan of sending their horses at their 
own expence, (or trust the Colony to reimburse them) so far hack as not 

‘to prejudice the forrage of the army, was proposed, and as 1 understood 
by Colo. Seymour was approved of by the General; and thereon. upon the 
10th instant they march’d into the City, were barack‘d. drew provision, am- 
munition &c. Yet many of the Officers objected to their being subjected to 
fatigue Duty on account of their cloathing, but were answered. a partial treat- 
ment of the several parts of the army would create jealousy. animosity. 
and strife; and would produce great mischief in the army; little duty was 
required of them till the 10th instant. when a number were warned out to 
mount guard who complyed; a number (of) others being ordered on fatigue 
did not go. The same Day I received a writing address’d to me, simed 
by Cob. Seymour and some of the principal Officers of the troop, representing 
that by the laws of the Colony of Connecticua the troop were not obliged 
to do garrison Duty or on foot, yet were willing to mount guard but could 
nat Eonsent to do fatigue Duty, and unless exempted therefrom should pre- 
sume they were at liberty to return home. Which writing by reason of the 
General’s absence and my tour of Duty that Day was not communicated to 
the General till dcne by c410. Seymour in the Evening. when the Ceneral, 
as Colo. Seymour informed me, said he could make no distinction in favor 
of any one part of the army on this ground, but offered &lo. Seymour’s 
Regimeat h i  of going to Bergen point in the Jersey, to relieve Cob. 
Bradley‘s Regiment which is t h e  at  present. To this it was objected many 
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of them had no blankets. The General reply’d if they had not bJankets 
-I 

they could not go, and farther added if they would not submit to the Duty 
in camp in common with others in the amy,  He did not a t e  how soon they 
returned home. Being advised of what had passed I suggested every a m - ’  
ment I was able to Colo. Seymour, and those of his Officers I saw, to in- 
duce them to tarry, but if they were determined to return, not to do it with- 
out the General’s permission in writing. In consequence of which application 
was made to the General who wrote a letter to Colo. Seymour which I have 
not seen. but have it from the Colo. that it contained in substance the declara- , 

tion made to him the night before, and that he had used his utmost endeavours 
to persuade his men to stay, notwithstanding which they have almost all 
left the City. The troops are almost daily arriving from Connecticutt in 
small parties, which makes it difficult to ascertain the number every day, hope 
they will soon be compleat; an Event much to be wish‘d under our present 
circumstances. Last Fryday two Ships past all our batteries up the N. River 
under a heavy fire from our guns. which they return’d without any loss 
on our side. except 6 men by an accident in firing one of our cannon. What 
Damage the ships sustain’d cannot learn, or how far they are gone up the 
river. Two flags have come from the Fleet, but the letters not k i n g  properly 
address’d were not received. The Officers in one of them were very polite, 
and one of them said Lord Howe was very unhappy that he did not arrive 
a few Days sooner. I am with great truth and respect, Your Honors most 
obedient Humble Servant 

6 

JAMES WADSWORTFI. 

COLONEL SEYMOUR TO GOVERNOR TRUMBULL. 
HARTFORD, July Z d ,  1776. 

HON’D SIR,-AS the Troops of Light Horse returned yesterday from New 
York. thot it my Duty, to give your Honor the earliest account of our Con- 
duct and proceedings. with every attending Circumstance. I before mentioned 
the immediate forwarding of your Honor’s orders to t h  Majors of the 
several Regiments named therein. as soon as came to my hand. The Com- 
panies made so great dispatch in their March, that most of them came on, 
(tho’ well spirited) without the precaution of a Blankett. or even a Change 
of Cloathing; they had conceived the Idea. from the Suddeness and Urgency 
of the Orders, that they were immediately to be called to Action, and BOOP 
to return. which made them too Incautious; I must however in Justice say, 
that a better Body of substantial Yeomen. never appeared on such an h- 
sion. We no 
sooner arrived at Kings Bn’ge. Monday Morning, than the General’s Letter 
mett us. Copy of which now inclose. This at once seemed to check and 
mortify. We had no Idea of sending back our Horses, especially as the 
Men had left their Farms and Crops in the most Critical Situation, and must 
return as soon as possible. I ordered them however to halt at the Brige, 
and with Majors Starr and Sheldon, waited upon General Washington. He 
soon told us, “Forage could not be had on the Island, (the drougth bciag 
extreme that way) and that he could by no means be justified to pay for it, 
if it could be found” This again flung us into some perplexity, for we thot 
at least, if there was 50 great need of the Men, from the danger of a sudden 

* 

They were admired and applauded for their Spirit and Zeal. 
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Attack as the General often expressed it, +at the Coitinent ought to undergo 
thc burthen of detaining US. There wad however, no reasoning upon the 
Snbjed W e  then proposed LndiRg pastures for our Horses at and this side 
the B e e ,  and depend upon the Colony, and so tarry a Short time, rather 
than be turn'd directly back, which might throw a discouragment upon the 
honest Intentions and wi shd  of Men. forward to serve their Country on any 
Immergency. To this the General graciously consented, and after much 
ditiiculty to obtain Pastures for a small space. we marched into the City. 
thro' dust and Sweat. Our numbers were soon trebled. and the Sound of 
it rung thro' the Enemys Camp. The same day our Horses were sent out 
and the men put into Houses with nothing but the Cloaths on their Backs 
for Iodgmg. As soon as  a return of ow Yen could he macle. a niimher 
were ordered upon Chard. This was some thing unexpected. Init Chcarfully 
Suhmited to. Soon after a further Order came for mounting Guard. and 
for eight of our men to goe to King's Brige iipnii Fatigue. there to remain 
One week. The first of these requikiona were complied with. hut the last 
declined as  unreasonable for men under our Circumstances. Col. Sillininn as 
well as  others advised against Sulimitinji t o  Fatigue. that it \v;I< counter 
to the Law of the Colony; and what your Honor had no Idea of Sul~iecting 
us to. Major Hart  with me of Coorse (by direction of General \VaclG\vnrth) 
waited upon General N'ashington and Statcd the Ca.;e. inmticmed the Ex- 
emptions of our  Law etc. at  same time yggented that thc nirn \v!icild frecly 
furnish Guard of every kind and man the Lines. as they had clone. if  they 
might only he excused from working Party?;. for which they wcrc  in no 
meastire prepared. \Ve were answered. ''that no distinction coiilei be made 
between our men and the rcst. and if  they would not Sulimit tci thew Tcrnis 
they might be dismissed." This Reply. after we had come io  far. lcit cvcry 
thing at  home in the most suffering Condition, had made such dispatch. 
placed out our Horses at SO much Expence and Rique. and had tlniie evcry 
other Duty in the Time of the Alwn .  and a t  all othcr Tiiiici (cscept that 
of the Pick Axe. the Shovel and \Vlieelharrow) was indeed very humiliating. 
W e  coiild not accoiint for such Treatment. nnle~.s it wa.; from the qiiarter of 
such, who allways viewed. the E s i ~ i e n r e  nf a Rorly of Light 1Tqme. with a 
Jauiidie.cd Eyc.  It wzs the Opinion nf several General Officer.;. that we 
ought to 1:e exciwed: that it iniqht lie dmic con.i*tt.iitly. and rliat wc de- 
served Thanks and applause, ii-itcacl of the Reverw. .\nd in Slwwt. it so 
large and rerpectahle a Body of Ycn. scattered thro' the Coltmy. arc to bc 
blamed. under their particular Circumctnncrs. ior not Complying wi!h every 
formal Round of Duty in Camp. from which they knew themsclves excused. 
it must rather create Disaffection than otherwise. \\'e arc however willing 
if we%ave done amiss, to  stand amcnal.le at your liniinr'.; h r r  

We left the City on Thursday noon Inst whcn the most. if not all. our 
Inlisted Levies had arrived, ahout Seven Thousand of the hying Camp had 
also reached the Jersey Shore, these at least tiin<t trclilr our nuinlwr t a t  that 
of the Enemy. I-nrd Howc also arrived the Fryday Iicforc withoiit 1'1 et or 
Army (save a Ship or two) under thcse Circumstances. no proipect of any 
sudden attack. our Horses not to be kept any longer. the pressing Circum- 
stances of our affairs a t  home. and the general Opinion, that we could not 
be needed soon: (even General Putnam said we were not wanted) together 
with the sudden and unexpected Reply from the General. all induced us to 

.r 
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return. I have troubled your Honor too long with a Relation of Facts. but 
tho't it necessary that no mistake might arise from differing accounts. I 
ought to mention one Circumstance further, that is, just before I left New 
York after the Men were all gone, Generals Spencer and Heath, called upon 
me, and said, there was a misunderstanding in the matter, and that they had 
just come from the General. and he meant to excuse us from Fatigue. T h e  
matter was now over, the Mcn gone and irrecoverable, and besides the General 
had otherwise expressed it the Evening before, when Major Hart  with me 
waited upon him for the purpose. I can't help remarking to your Honor 
that it may he with truth said, General Washington is a Gentleman of ex- 
treme Care and Caution. that his requisitions for men are full equal to the 
necessity of the Case, that if more attention was had to the Northern depart- 
ment: it would he as wcll. It is much to be lamented that our numbers of 
Volunteers are so slow a n 4  deficient ; am perswaded that detachments must 
after all take place as  our only remedy. I should have stopd here. hut am 
this moment informed by Capt. Hooker. that Jlr. Webb.* General Wash- 
ington's .-! id Z)rCong had wrote your Honor something dishonorable to the 
Light Horse. Whatever it may be, know not: but this I do  know; that it is 
a general observation both in Camp and Country, if less Butterflys and fewer 
Coxcombs were away from the Army. we shoitld not he put to so much 
clifficulry in olitaining Men of Ccmnioii sense, to engage in the defence of 
their Country. Your llonor will e scwe  my freedom and prolixity in this, 
as it procercl.; from no othcr motive than a Sacred Regard for the Comunity 
#it  which I have the favor to be a menilwr. I am, with every Sentiment of 
listeeni and Regard, Your Honors most Obt. hble. Sert. 

TAOS. SEYMOUR. 4' 
- 

EXTRACTS FROM S O T E S  OX T H E  INSTRUCTION 
A S D  TR-AISISG OF T H E  FRESCH CAVALRY. 

From Rkista di Covolleria, July and September. 1910.t 

N account of the  competency and acumen of Captain Teo- 0 doro de Iradier, Spanish Cavalry, author of "Nine Months 
with Freiich Cavalrymen," who lived the life of that cavalryman 
during his nine months' service in the 10th Regiment o French 
Chasseurs, his minute and profound observations should contain 4 
much of interest. 

In the main Captain Iradier is enthusiastic respecting 
instruction and training of the French Cavalry and considers 
following as  the fundamental basis of its value: 

+Samuel Blachley Webb. No such letter is in the Trumbull Papers. 
fTranslated by Major J. E Reynolds Landis. Thirteenth Cavalry. 

the 
the 



744 U. S. CA VALR Y JOURNAL. 
. C  

1.-The independence and initiative enjoyed by the Cap- 

2 . T k  great and constant- work; 
3 . T h e  method of teaching; 
4.-The excellent body of instructors, 

1.-The inspections; 
2.-The varied exercises; 
3.-The maneuvers. 

tain and his subalterns; 

and, as contributing to itskrfection : 

THE INDEPENDENCE OF T E E  CAPTAIN. 

7 

The principle that the Captain respecting his troop must be 
=.the Colonel respecting the regiment is applied in France with- 
out any restriction ; consequently he enjoys complete indepen- 
dence and initiative. 

Being responsible for the administration and instruction of 
his unit, he has almost absolute powers dspecting it. 

He establishes each week the hours for various duties, 
which are submitted to his Major for approval by him, by the 
Lieutenant Colonel and by the Colonel. 

This plan of establishing weekly the hours for duties is 
elastic and important. 

He makes such use of his subalterns as he thinks best for 
each of them. 

He prescribes what each horse is to eat and can decrease, 
increase, or change the ration for his animals as he thinks 
proper, according to the season of the year. 

He establishes each week the men's rations, varied for each 

As can be seen, the initiative he enjoys is such as, on the 
whole, renders his command an independent one. 

The Colonel intervenes in the instruction of the troops 
only when the moment has arrived to unite the regiment, mainly 
with the object of unifying the instruction. 

- 

day. 

RESPQNSIBILITY AND INDEPENDENCE O F  SUBALTERN OFFICERS. 

Subaltern officers with respect to their platoons and within 
the limits of the hours for duties established by the Captain, 

LL< .. . . 

TRAINING OF FRENCH CA VALR Y. 745 

have likewise complete independence and, being responsible for 
instruction, have complete liberty to employ the hours assigned 
in the manner and with the method of instructiqn that they think 
best; distributing the work as they think most advantageous. 

As a general rule each officer takes charge of the entire in- 
struction of his platoon and no officer ever takes his place. 
When necessary his place is taken by the senior non-commissioned 
officer. 

When individual instruction is completed, he delegates to 
this N. C. O., under his frequent supervision, dismounted in- 
struction and theoretical instruction. Other instruction is im- 
parted by him in person, being present daily at mounted instruc- 
tion, including the mounted exercises, at fencing, and at aiming 
exercises. 

Within the troop, one of the following duties is assigned to 
each subaltern 

Suppling and instruction of young horses; 
Instruction of scouts and in the duties of guide; 
Instruction of N. C. Os.; 
Instruction of lance corporals. 

The weekly duty is taken in turn. Regulations require the 
officer : 

To be present when supplies are received; 
To be present at the reading of the program for the 

To be present when the horses are fed morning and 
evening; though in practice the evening feeding is 
supervised by the N. C. 0. on weekly duty. 

day; 

SUPERVISION BY T E E  CAPTAIN. 

The Captain assembles his officers frequently, supervises the 
instruction of the platoons, gives such orders as will 4sult in a 
faithful adherence to the regulations, corrects errors dnd omis- 
sions, but his chief aim is to secure unity of doctrine m the in- 
struction and he does not worry because the progress of the 
work he lays out monthly is not the same f o r  all. 

Thus, the method may be different in each platoon, depend- 

_.-. 
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ing exchlsivdy upon the judgment of its chief, who regulates its 
pmgreSein accordance with the personal conditions of his re- 

- -  a 

' cruits. 

THE HOURS FOR DUTIES. 

After having attended to his personal cleanliness and had a 
iirst breakfast, the men go to the stables, giving a little care to 
the horses before saddling them. 

At 7 in winter and 5 in summer, the platoons go out for 
mounted instruction. While the men are recruits this lasts 2 
hours and from 254 to 3 hours when the School of the Platoon 

Then other instruction fdllows; an hour being employed, 
the year around, for i&Itittg and gymrrastics, about an hour fo r  
theoretical instruction, and an hour for dismounted instruction. 

An hour is given up to breakfast from !0:30-11 :30. 
At 3, all instruction having been finisbed, they attend to the 

At 5 :30 supper, after which they go free until evening call. 
As can be seen, they worked a great deal and constantly. 
The following is the work of a regiment during the year: 
The recruits are received Oc tdkr  1st; the next day they 

are given a bath, and on the morning of the 3d they put on 
their uniforms, after having undergone a rigid medical inspec- 
tion. 

?'his individual instruction lasts until the end of December, 
the School of Platoon until the end pf Mardi, tlie School of the 
Troop until the end of May. In June &it of the regiment be- 
gins. 

From August until the middle of September the regiment 
'goes to the maneuvers. 

Finally, when these are over; in the short time until the 
class going out-of service is freed and the new recruits arrive, 
there are 8 or 10 days of rest. 

Q 

begins. 0 

. 

cleaning of the horses and equipments until 5. 

In the afternoon tpey begin to ride. 

L 

* * * * 

Instruction is considered of vital importance and has ahso- 
lute precedence over all other demands. 

k.. 
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The season of the year and the condition of the i horses as 
to flesh is not considered, so that not a day is lost and, the work 
is hard. 

j 

* * * * * * 
-Men and horses do a great deal of work. Respecting the 

latter it is sufficient to say that during the 2% hours that in- 
struction lasts no other gaits are used except the trot and gal- 
lop; there are only brief rests of 5 minutes, while some move- 
ment is criticised or some supposed condition is explained. 

Nevertheless, horses are in good condition and men enjoy 

According to Laptain Iradier, this resistance to  fatigue is 

In recruits, by progressive work in instruction and 
good food;* 

In horses, through their good natural quaFties, the 
habit of work acquired under a rational system 
of training, and good and abundant food. 

perfect health. b 

obtained : 

- 

. 

THE METHOD OF INSTRUCTION. 

In every kind of instruction the m'ethod by demanstration 
is employed. 

The instructor, in front of the recruits, obtains their at- 
tention by the command "Lbok at me." 

Having assured himself that all are observing him, he ex- 
ecute? tlie niovenient which he desires to teach, explains it, 
assures himself that all have understood it and then has it re- 
peated by the motions, one by one, the corporal correcting the 
errors which the officer notices. 

All instruction, of whatever sort. is carried on individually 
____ 

The following is the menu for one day: 
1 s t  M e a l .  and M e a l .  

Cabbage soup. ConsommC aith bread. 
Potatoes boulanghs. Cabbane with pork. 
Roast beef. 
String beans. it). 
Salade Fruit. 

Beef Baudelaire (gravy with wine in 

Red wine at 4c a liter (for who ever wishes to buy it.) 
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and while one recruit is executing any movement the others, 
standing at ease, watch him. 

This method is rounded out, on the one hand, by the tire- 
less patience of the instructor, who repeats what is not well done 
and constantly corrects errors; on the other, by satisfaction en- 
gendered in the recruit, who is praised beyond measure when he 
understands at once what has been explained. 

* * * * * * 

Regimental instruction may be divided into two groups: 

The first, which all men receive, comprises, in order of im- 

0 

General instruction and special instruction. 

portance : 

B 

Mounted instruction ; 
Fencing; * 
Firing; 

, Diwounted instruction; 
. Theoretical instruction. 

2 

? 
MOVh'TED INSTRL'CTIOX. 

This is given: 1 

d On the drill ground (evolutions), . 
On varied ground (field service), 
In the hall (vaulting and gymnastics). 

' On the Drill Ground-The first day the recruits ride, they 
are made to trot; on the eighth they gallop the whole time; 
and on the tenth they begin to jump. 

This habit of trotting, galloping, and jumping is kept up the 
year around ; the difficulties being increased as the instruction 
progresses. 

From the ninth day they go out of doors and, during the 
three months that individual instruction lasts, alternate with work 
in the hall. I n  the latter they do nothing but cuts and individual 
turns at all gaits, but especially galloping and jumping. 

Captain Iradier says that one day each recruit executed 42 

From the day they go out of doors, they are accompanied 
jumps. 

by the older men who continue with them the whole year. . 

a 

TRAINING OF FRENCH CA VALR Y. 749 

&ring individual instruction every care of the officer is 
given to confirming the recruit in the proper position on his 
horse, to training him to fatigue, to familiarizing him with 
every sort of ground and obstacle, executing leaps, ascents and 
descents of steep ramps, to controlling the horse at all gaits; 
in a word, to giving him endurance, to raising his moral by 
making him daring. 

d h r i n g  this period elementary instruction is given in mov- 
ing by twos, by fours, and in single rank; making use of days 
out of doors to teach hitp to orient himself, to give him a 
knowledge of the ground and how to use it, of the duties of a 
scout, of a vedette, of a guide, as' well as of the manner of in- 
terrogating the inhabitants and reporting information. 

Their Drill Regulations are excellent p d  admitted by all 
to be so, even by the Germans. It may be said that the,spirit 
that dominates them is the real cavalry spirit; rapidity, & of- 
fensive, initiative, ar? prominent in every *paragraph, in all 

Initiative is conceded to everyone. from the cemmander 
to t'he private soldier, or to-put it h t ter ,  there is exacted that 
liberty which permits the individual to work in his own way 
to attain the objective. Essentially, each one acts for himself 
but also harmoniously in the whole. 

~ 

6 
e b moyements. in all provisions. > 

. 
* * * * * * 

The fundamental base of all instruction is the platoon, to 
which the maximum of importance is given by exercising it 
c'onstantly in all the duties which are peculiar to if. Conse- 
quently the real educators, on whom falls the whole weight of 
instruction, are the subaltern officers. 

Whenthese officers have brought their platoons to the de- 
sired flexibility, training, and degree of perfection, the School: 
of the T i w p  and of the Regiment consist only in unifying this 
perfection and in binding together the smaller units. 6. 

FIELD SERVICE. 

Very great importance and attention is given to this. It 
in sectors assigned each week to the several troops, is carried 
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dtst by platoon, then by troop, half regiment, and regiment. 
Exercises of any art always end with a criticism made on the 
spot 

VAULTING AND GYMNASTICS. 

An hour a day is given to this during recruit instruction 
and three hours a week during the rest of the year. 

FENCLNG. 

This is carried on every day dismounted and mounted- 
saber vs. saber and saber vs. lance-at all gaits, first against. 
fixed targets and later by horsemen provided with masks. 

FIRING. 

Is executed once a week, beginning in the second month 
Each man fires of recruit instruction and is kept up all year. 

six cartridges and the results are noted in his handbook. 

DISMOUNTED INSTRU CTIOS. 

Movements without arms are executed most minutely. In 
movements with arms, a great distinction is made between the 
handling of the weapon and its use; the former is taught quick- 
ly, the latter is carried out at great length. 

Consequently, when the period dedicated to gymnastics and 
marching is over, dismounted instruction is reduced to a very 
rapid k i n g  over of what has been learned and to a conscien- 
tious improvement in fencing with the saber, in fighting on foot, 
in loading and unloading the carbine and, especially, in aiming. 

THEORETICAL INSTRUCTIQN. 

The senior Non-Commissioned Officers are entrusted with 
this instruction; the officer superintends and inspects. 

It is given in the form of lectures. The instructor ex- 
plains in detail the matter for the day and assures himself by 
means of questions that the men have understood it. 

one answers in the form that seems best to him; the essential 
thing being that the answer should be fitting to the question. 

Nothing is required to be committed to memory; every - 
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Both in theoretical and in dismounted instruction the actual 
instructors are the corporals, squad-leaders. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTION. 

In addition to the first and second grade courses, which 
N. C. Os. attend to enable them to enter the School of Saumur, 
the following special instruction is carried on in the regiments: 

Suppling and instruction of young horses; 
Scouts and guides; 
Telegraphers and sappers ; 
Lance corporals; 
Graduates ; 
Officers. 

SUPPLING AND INSTRUCTIQN OF YOUNG HORSES. 

This is carried on by troop and an officer is charged with 
it. It lasts 2 years and includes the young horses mustered as 
five and six years old. 

The first year is given up to what the French call le 
dkbourrage, which is nothing more than the continuation of a 
rational education. In the second year is taken up instruction 
that will render them fit to enter the ranks, a thing which does 
not happen before the end of the two years. 

SCOUTS AND GUIDES. 

This instruction takes place on Thursday and lasts tw6 
hours ; theory and practice alternating. 

The theoretical consists in verbal and graphic (on the black- 
board) explanation, made by the officer, of whatever relates to 
the service of scouting and of guides; the practical consists in 
the exechion on the terrain of what has been learned theo- 
retically. 

The officer uses a little note-book in manuscript in which 
are collected all the duties to be carried out by these several 
cavalrymen in order that they may fulfill in the best manner 
their special mission; each one concerned having a copy of this 
note-book. 
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An examination of it showed its contents to be the ideas 
considered indispensable for thescout and the guide in the form 
of question and answer. 

The principal points of this interrogatory are: 
For the Scout: 

.The Scout as a patrol leader; on the march ; the patrol 

News of the enemy and estimate of his strength; in- 
surprised ; 

dications, etc. 
For the Guide: 

How he marches and reports, cases that may occur: 
rate, etc. 

For all: 
Orientation and march in a given direction; demoli- 

tions; judging distances; care of horse and equip 
ment; formation of the regiment; German uniforms. 

Great attention is given to this instruction, the men re- 
ceiving it being selected not from those whose conduct is best 
but from those whose intelligence is keenest and who are dis- 
tinguished for their enterprising spirit, their good sight, and 
good hearing. 

In each troop there are 24 scouts; 6 to each platoon. 
All wear a small five pointed star of red cloth sewed on 

the sleeve. 
The men so distinguished show great pride in it as at- 

tributing to thkn a greater degree of intelligence and although 
they enjoy no material benefits there is a real endeavor to ob- 
tain the distinction. 

TELEGBAPEERS. 

A captain is entrusted with this instruction. 
The aspirants for this course are selected by competition 

in the regiment. Those selected are sent to Saumur where the 
amateurs take a course lasting six months ; the professionals one 
lasting three months. Generally two amateurs and two pro- 
fessionals are sent every year. 

The courses usually last from January to July and from 
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July to October. At the conclusion of the courses examina- 
tions are held and those who pass them satisfactorily obtain the 
title of “Telegraphers.” .4t Saumur their individual instruc- 
tion is carfied on at the same time as their technical telegraphic 
instruction and for this purpose the horse assigned to them in 
the regiment is sent to Saumur with them. 

There are four effective telegraphers per regiment, one of 
them being a N. C. O., and a varying number of lance- 
telegraphers. This personnel, in addition to the instruction it re- 
ceives in barracks, serves 36 hours a wgek, as a minimum, in 

. 

c the public telegraph offices in the garrison. E 

SAPPERS. 

These receive no other instruction than that given in the 
regiment. There are 1 S. C. O., 6 sappers and 3 lance sappers 
to each troop. 

LANCE CORPORUS.  

There are 12 to each trocp and their instruction is en- 
trusted to an officer. They have a separate bed-room which also 
serves them as a study room. In mounted instruction and in 
field service they perform the duties of corporals. Dismounted 
instruction and theoretical instruction is given to them by them- 
selves and they take turns in exercising command over a squad. 

Q 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS. 

The instruction of nonsommissioned officers is entrusted to 
Its principal the captain and takes place three times a week. 

object is to make instructors. 
The instruction coniprises : 

For Corporals: 
In  theory, as far as the school of platoon; in prac- 

tice, the dttties of a corporal as squad leader. 
For Sergeants : 

In theory, as far as the school of the troop dismounted 
and mounted; in practice, as far as the command 
of a platoon in the school of the regiment. 
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It (practical instruction) takes place once a week, apply- 
ing on the ground dl that has been learned theoretically re- 

I n  instruction dealing with field service, a situation is al- 
ways assumed and the N. C. Os. are assigned command of a 
platoon, a patrol, etc. 

3 specthg evolutions at drill, field service, map reading, etc. 

INSTRUCTION OF OFFICEBS. 

The instruction of Officers is directed by the Colonel who, 
however, generally delegates it to the Lt. Colonel. The latter 
once a month examines the subaltern officers on their chargers. 
Instruction in fencing is optional. . 

In winter, twice a month, map maneuvers are held; gener- 
ally on maps of the German frontier. ‘The remainder of the 
year tactical walks or rides are held at which the N. C. Os. are 
present as spectators. 

OTHER INSTRUCTION. 

During the whole year there are exercideq in entraining 
and detrairing, embarking or debarking, demolitions, passage 
of rivers, mobilizing, and making requisitions; in which both 
05cers and men take pait. 

In  addition, officers give lectures on the other arms or on 
technical questions; make long reconnaissances from one garri- 
son to another when the latter is carrying on maneuvers; make 
long rides,.hold competitions and races and also, in fall and win- 
ter, follow the hounds, which contributes greatly to developing 
an eye for the terrain, equitation, and to making of them, bold, 
courageous horsemen. 

* -  
CONCLUSIONS. 

As a whole the instruction is really good and the recruit 
becomes a very good horseman and good shot in spite of the 
short period of service. ’ 

The principal reasons for this result are: 
lo-The initiative which officers enjoy. 
2 O T h e  excellence of the N. C. Os. which results as 

much from the special milttary education they re- 

- 
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ceive as from the high degree of culture they possess. 
The system of recruiting being strictly obligatory, 
these corporals and sergeants constitute a select group 
drawn from the best of the French youth. 

3 O-Re-enlisted Cavalrymen. 
4 O T h e  unfailing habit of never ordering an evolution 

at drill or an exercise without explaining the reason 
for it, always infusing in it some tactical idea, and 
afterwards making a complete but courteous criticism 
of it. 

SO-The absolute precedence that is given to everything 
relating to action suitable in time of war; a weight that 
sometimes even causes certain military duties to be 
lost sight of. 

- 

* * * * * * 
Now let us see how this instruction is completed and per- 

fected. 

INSPECTIQNS. 

In France, they are of the opinion that the degree of per- 
fection attained in any instruction bears some relation to the 
demands made in inspections, and the latter to the personal 
qualities of the person inspecting. They say, “by such an in- 
spector, such an inspection; and from such an inspection, such a 
result as far as instruction is concerned.” Consequently they 
draw the deduction that an inspection will be the more perfect 
and profitable the better the technical qualities possessed .by the 
inspector. 

If the latter does not belong to the &m inspected, if he 
is not thoroughly imbued with the spirit of its regulations, if he 
does not know thoroughly the duties which may, in war, be en- 
trusted to the subdivision that he is inspecting, he can hardly 
demand of it that excellence of execution which it must possess 
in order to carry out the various duties that will be assigned to 
it in war. 

Therefore the inspections pertaining to any arm are made 
by general officers who have been promoted from that a m .  
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QUARTERLY INSPECTIONS. 

Every regiment is inspected quarterly by its brigade com- 
mander who, in addition to determining the condition of its in- 
ternal affairs and inspecting minutely its books of instructions 
in case of mobilization, determines the state of its instruction. 

The winter inspection is made at the end of December and 
its object is to examine the individual instruction in all its 
branches, chiefly in equ.itation, fencing, and the instruction of 
young horses six years of age prior to putting them with the old 
horses. 

The spring inspection is made at the end of March to de- 
termine the instruction of the platoon and especially field service, 
dismounted combat, firing and fencing. 

The summer inspection is made in June and comprises the 
determination of the instruction of the regiment, in drill evolu- 
tions as well as in tactical exercises, the instruction of the 
officers, the examination of N. C. Os. in map exercises. and of 
officers in the riding school. 

The autumn inspection takes place at the end of the annual 
maneuvers to determine the condition of the regiment, men, 
animals, and armament, after the field exercises. 

ARMY CORPS INSPECTORS. 

In addition to the preceding, garrisons are inspected by 
Corps commanders, the principal object of the inspection being 
to determine the degree of instruction of the troops of the gar- 
riscn and the fitness for command of the commanders of regi- 
ments and detachments. 

ARMY INSPECTIONS. 

This does end the inspections, for above the authority of 
the Corps commanders is that of the Army Inspector, which ex- 
tends to two or more Army Corps. 

General Burnez, a member of the Superior Council of War 
and President of the Cavalry Technical Board, Commander of 
the XI11 Army Corps, of which the 10th Chasseurs formed a 
part, inspected the regiment in the month of July, examining 
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platoons and troops separately and the regiment united, always 
developing some tactical theme. 

During the maneuvers (Divisions opposed to one another) 
this general officer inspected the whole XI11 Army Corps, 

VARIED EXERCISES. 

Leaving out of consideration map maneuvers and staff 
rides, participated in by general officers and by field and com- 
pany officers of all arms, I shall speak of the so called “Stages” 
(tours of duty) much used in the French Army because con- 
sidered indispensable, or at least very desirable in modem war, 
in which co-operation between the several elements demands a 
knowledge of the sister arms; not only the knowledge of how 
to use them, but also the knowledge of how to oppose them. 

SERVICE IN VARIOUS ARMS. 

These “Stages” or tours of duty, consist in serving for a 
certain time in arms not one’s own. 
at the Superior War School perform these tours of duty, as do 
likewise, Captains, Majors, and Lt. Colonels who request such 
detail. 

The duration of the tour is nine months and the officers 
perform the duties and have the responsibilities of the grade 
they hold. 

In the 10th Chasseurs was a Captain of infantry to whom 
was entrusted the command of a troop and who was at all 
times responsible for its instruction and administration. 

At the same time a Captain of the Chausseurs was command- 
ing a battery in a regiment of artillery. 

When the officer’s tour is ended, he returns to his own 
regiment and the commander of the regiment in which he has 
been serving transmits a report of the opinion that has been 
formed of him. 

Officers taking the cour 

MANEUVER PERIOD. 

In the first days of August preparation for the maneuvers 
is begun by marches, instruction of the officers, and theoretical 
instruction of the recruits. 
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The maneuvers last 36 days, from August 11th to Septem- 
ber 15th and include 3 periods : 

,- Cavalry evolutions; 
Combat firing; 
Maneuvers with the infantry. 

! 

CAVALRY EVOLUTIONS. 

After a three days' march the regiment arrived on the 
terrain chosen for these evolutions. They lasted 10 days and 
were camed on in connection with the 30th Dragoons, which 
was brigaded with the 10th Chausseurs, and were directed by 
the Brigade Commander in person. 

The first days were given up to field service and the fol- 
lowing to the evolutions. 

The latter took place over a large cultivated area seamed 
with several roads, wood roads, trails, ditches, which had to be 
jumped in the course of the varied tactical suppositions carried 
out almost always at the gallop. 

During the last days the Corps Commander inspected the 
brigade, being present at its evolutions. 

All the evolutions which the brigade executed were an ap- 
plication of the tactics of echelons; tactics which are ideal for 
maneuvering, purely French, diametrically opposed to the stiff, 
right-line, brutal methods of proceeding of the German cavalry; 
an elastic tactics, subordinate to the terrain and by which one is 
able instantly to oppose the enemy with a superior force; a 
tactics difficult of application, requiring absolute freedom of 
movement, very intelligent leaders, soldiers who are excellent 
horsemen, and perfect instruction : since, without these condi- 
tions. the unity of the attack (in the variety of partial attacks) 
disappears, converting into weak results, successive and loose, 
what should be the culmination of efforts which have for their 
object the triumph, over greater numerical force, of intelligence 
displayed in maneuver. 

This tactics of echelons, the tactics of enveloping move- 
ments, of attacks by surprise; the tactics in which rapidity, the 
offensive, boldness, and initiative go hand in hand, is, conse- 
quently, the ideal tadtics for cavalry. 
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However, it is not to be understood that echelons are the 
best and most suitable dispositions for every cavalry and there- 
fore to be universally recommended. 

We, in fact, know by experience that each army must have 
its own tactics suited to its own peculiarities. 

The Germans with their stiff tactics and attack-let us say 
-in one direction, have found the tactics that fits them and 
which is in harmony with the Saxon character, with their ten- 
acity; the French with their flexible method of maneuvering have 
found that which is best suited to their conditions of race, tem- 
perament, and horsemen. 

COLLECTIVE FIRIIVC. 

The evolutions having been finished, the regiment moved 

This is divided into: 
into camp at  Bourglastic to carry on collective firing. 

(a)-Instructive firing, carried on by troops separately 
at  targets at 600 and 1,000 meters: the first represent- 
ing a front of 8 soldiers on foot and the second the 
front of a platoon (16 men) also on foot; 

(b)-Combat firing, carried on by half the regiment IR 
the development of some tactical idea. 

When this second period of maneuvers is ended, the regi- 
ment is divided and each half regiment joins a brigade of 
infantry that is accompanied by 2 batteries of artillery to take 
part in 

THE AUTUMN MANEUVERS. 

From the regiment opposed to regiment they progress to 
division opposed to division. 

On an average the cavalry were in saddle seven hours a 
day. 

In accordance with the provisions of the French regulations, 
the divisional cavalry was often assigned duties that pertained 
to infantry. 
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CRITICISMS. 

As has been said above, each exercise terminates with a 
criticism since in France they cannot conceive of the develop 
ment of a supposition, however simple, that is not concluded 
by a criticism. 

It may therefore be said that this is the last phase, whether 
of instruction, or maneuvers, or inspections; whether dealing 
with platoons, or with army corps. 

This habit of logical analysis, of the explanation of reasons, 
of the justification of the ideas which have controlled the 
progress of a supposition is the consecration. the crownine of 
every work and constitutes its most useful part. 

It alone contains the essence of true instruction and by 
means of it we not only succeed in correcting defects, rectifying 
errors, which even in itself is a great result, but we stimulate 
by approbation the good, the capable, those who know, and we 
discover those who through lack of capacity, through negligence, 
or through ignorance have committed unjustifiable errors, forc- 
ing out of the service those who, after repeated and inadmissible 
errors, have not improved. 

All this without taking into consideration the grade to 
which the criticised officer belongs. From a Lt. General down 
all are subjected to examination and are judged according to 
the, results. 

The criticism is made openly, publicly: so special care is _. 

taken that the audience is made up of office= of all ranks 
who have attended the maneuver, not only for the sake of in- 
struction but also as a perfect guarantee that the criticism is 
impartial, just, and equal for all. 

No one is reproved and the formula could not be more 
diplomatic nor clearer. “What dispositions did you make?’ 
“What orders did you give?” are the questions put to the com- 
manders of parties. 

The latter reply, each explaining how he interpreted the 
maneuver and its development. The Director adds, “I recog- 
niee that you must have had good reasons for doing so, but, 
in your place, I should have done this,” and it is plain that in 
this different opinion, the reasons in support of it being stated, 
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censure is implied and the errors committed are made evident. 
The criticism is perfectly clear and leaves nothing in doubt; 

but the corrections of the Director, given in a familiar tone of 
voice, are accepted not as a reproof or as a rebuke but rather 
as a lesson by which one must profit and as  advice which must 
be followed: consequently no one is made to feel ill a t  ease. 

T o  bring out how greatly the French hold to this correct- 
ness of form, the following episode is related: 

On the last day of the division maneuvers, the Inspector 
General of the .4rmy was present with the Army Corps Com- 
mander. The former did not attend the criticism and the lat- 
ter, after having heard the two General Officers, commanders 
of the opposing parties. began his criticism, justifying the ab- 
sence of the Inspector General in the following words: 

“You will think it strange that the Inspector General is not 
presiding at this meeting. This is the reason. The General 
has followed the whole maneuver and did not understand the 
greater part of the movements of the A party nor the lack of 
action shown by the opposing party: although he tried to find 
an explanation for what was going on, he could not d o  so and 
he said to me: ‘I do not understand what has been going on, 
in my opinion it is inadmissible and as these are my views, I 
do  not wish to be present at the criticism for fear that, in the 
course of it, I might say something not perfectly proper.’ 

“For my part”-added the Corps Commander-‘‘I am of 
the same opinion as  the Inspector General.” 

Then he asked the Chiefs of the opposing parties for ex- 
planations respecting certain dispositions they had made. 

The benefits o f  criticism are conspicuous even if  we only 
consider that the atitour propre of some commander, who knows 
he is to be judged in the presence of his juniors, obliges him to 
study,. to meditate on the responsibilities of his office and makes 
him always demonstrate that his authority and seniority, repre- 
sented by the insignia of rank he wears, are justified; allowing 
his superior officer, in case this is not so, to employ the right 
of causing him to change his arm or, if deemed necessary, to 
remove him from active service. 
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THE QUESTION OF THE BAYONET.* 

BY CAFTNN BAUMANN, GEEBYAN CAVALEY. 

T H E  subject of arming the cavalry with the bayonet ought 
to be considered only under the supposition that the 

sber shall not be entirely supplanted by the bayonet. The most 
enthusiastic advocate of the lance must acknowledge that in thc 
mounted charge which meets the enemy in orderly formation 
the lance will in most cases lose the fight. As in many cases, 
however, the cavalry fight will be decided only by the actual 
melie and as  mounted action is now as heretofore the principal 
manner of fighting-“only where the lance cannot be used, 
cavalry resorts to the carbine”-we cannot, much as we would 
like, resort to a measure in favor of the bayonet, through which 
a large part of our cavalry would become weaponless at the 
decisive moment. 

The supporters of the cavalry bayonet give as the main 
reason for the necessity of such a weapon the following: A 
well led cavalry body will frequently be compelled to choose the 
dismounted attack in order to clear a way for its further activ- 
ity or to be enabled to execute special tasks, such as the capture 
of railroad stations and magazines, destruction of works, cap- 
ture of isolated pickets, etc. “That it is actually impossible to 
shoot a stubborn defender out of his position, as was believed 
to be the case at  the introduction of modern firearms, is sufti- 
ciently proved by the war in Manchuria. There it was seen 
that superiority was gained only through the bayonet charge 
and often only through the most stubborn hand to hand fight- 
ing with cold steel. For this manner of fighting our cavalry, 
with its present armament, is unsuited and it appears to be very 
desirable to equip it with a suitable hand to hand weapon.” An 
anonymous author, in an essay on “Development of the carbine 

i 
I 

*ranslated from Kmdkrktirchr Momatshrfta, September, 1910, by 
Harr~r Bell M. S. E. U. S. h y .  
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and its importance to the cavalry,” which appeared in Viertel- 
jahrs Hefte fiir Trscppenfiihmng, No. 4, 1908, and to which 
we will refer several times later on, states that “the bayonet 
undoubtedly increases the individual’s confidence and desire to 
attack in operations against villages, woods, defended bridges, 
etc.” 

I will state that I am an opponent of the cavalry bayonet, 
because I consider it unnecessary and positively detrimental to 
the training of the troop and keeping up the proper offensive 
spirit. 

In the first place we may well doubt if the leader of a 
body of cavalry as easily and often decides on dismounted ac- 
tion in war as he does in peace. In  maneuvers the strength of 
the enemy to be attacked is, as a rule, far  better known than 
can be the case in war. The actual losses resulting in each at- 
tack never come plainly to the surface in peace maneuvers; after 
the attack has been executed, everyone mounts and resumes his 
way. We never think of the riderless horses accompanying the 
troopz in war possibly for weeks before the arrival of recruits 
g h e s  relief. which weakens the strength of the troop far  more 
than actual losses have done in a fight. 

France acknowledges the inferiority of its cavalry com- 
pared with the German cavalry when saying (Reme de Cavalerie, 
May, 1908) that in the start the French cavalry is not to give 
battle to the German cavalry; only when the latter has been 
weakened in fights with the cyclist detachments to be attached 
to the corps cavalry brigades and the detachments de couverture 
to be sent to the front of the army, shall the French cavalry 
division hasten up and conquer the decimated or weakened Ger- 
man squadrons. 

The lessons of the Russo-Japanese war in regard to fire 
tactics should not be applied to the dismounted fight of the 
cavalry, according to my views. For, not considering the fact 
that In Manchuria special conditions favored the utilization of 
the bayonet, requirements in a cavalry fire fight are far different 
from those in an infantry fire fight, The Japanese infantry, 
frequently too weak to gain the fire superiority, preferred to 
choose the bayonet attack at night if it could gain no success in 
daytime or if it was believed that the losses would be too heavy. 

I 
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Carefully trained for night fighting, it could safely choose that 
method, considering; it was opposed by a morally and physicallv 
far inferior enemy; but had the enemy been equal, such a pro- 
cedure would have been extremely dangerous. The manner of 
fighting adopted by the Russians after their experiences in the 
first few battles, passive defense in strong intrenchments its 
lines behind each other, often led to hand to hand battles, es- 
pecially as the effect of the Japanese artillery on the trenches 
frequently was very small. Furthermore, on account of the 
height and density of the gaoljan sudden contacts were not in- 
frequent, in which the bayonet only could be used. 

But even if we concede that in the future, in a Central 
European war, the bayonet fights of infantry will be more fre- 
quent than heretofore, we do not concede that this necessity 
exists also in an attack made by dismounted cavalry. Concern- 
ing the dismounted fight the German Cavalry Drill Regulations 
say: “The leader will decide on the decisive attack in general 

case of necessity will he make a frontal attack across terrain 
which the opponent has selected for his field of fire. On ac- 
count of its mobility cavalry can gain favorable terrain for the 
execution of its attack outside the limits of the hostile fire zone 
and can send detachments to make an enveloping movement 
even before the opponent can take his counter measures.” This 
means that in the first place we must have a superiority and 
further means that the possibility of choosing the terrain over 
which the attack is to be made and enveloping movements are 
an advantage the cavalry has over infantry in making its dis- 
mounted attack. These conditions make it appear very prob- 
able that the defender will be “shot out” of his position in most 
cases; and if he does not allow himself to be shot out. then 
cavalry can support the charge most effectively by inserting that 
pert of its force which has remained mounted; and we should 
never forget that the butt of the carbine has done excellent 
Service in a melk from time immemorial. Any carbines which 
have become broken and unserviceable in this manner, can easily 
be replaced by taking those of the killed and wounded. 

The author of the essay rneutioned above, cites two histori- 
caf -la in support of the bayonet. H e  writes: “That this 

, only when he believes to be certain of superiority. Only in 
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want (of the bayonet) made itself felt in the war of 1870-71 
already is supported by two examples, which are cited in General 
Karl von Schmidt’s autobiography. On the 21st of October the 
6th Cavalry Division took part in the attack made by the 22d 
Infantry Division on Chartres. At the village of Jouay a heavy 
fight ensued, in which the leading squadrons of the 6th Cuiras- 
siers and 16th Hussars encountered franctireurs and guards 
mobile in the narrow meadow valley of the Eure. The Hussar 
squadrons under Major v. Massonneau immediately dismounted, 
as well as two platoons of the Cuirassiers, who were partly 
armed with Chassepot carbines. They drove back the enemy 
and captured the barricaded Jouay.” -4t another place he says, 
writing about the battles in the vicinity of Cloyes and Chateau- 
dun: 4*-411 cantonments had to be stormed, which was done 
by the cavalry riding in front; the cavalry dismounted for that 
purpose.” 

Since both of. these cases show that the attack without the 
bayonet succeeded, what is the necessity of having bayonets? 
The author also mentioned two examples from that war, prior 
to the ones quoted, in which the attack of dismounted cavalry is 
discussed. In these cases also the attack succeeded u?’tRout the 
bayonet. According to my opinion these tour examples are 
excellent proof that the bayonet is superfluous to the cavalryman. 

There seems to have been no desire in the Japanese cavalry 
for the bayonet and its want did not make itself felt; in any 
case so far there has been no mention made of adopting the 
bayonet as a cavalry weapon. O n  the other hand, the War in 
South Africa proves that cold steel is not necessary either in the 
meMe or in the effort to increase the offensive spirit. 

When in the first battles of that war the Boers coniked 
themselves to passive defense and allowed the beaten British 
troops to escape without pursuing them, many authorities gave 
for the reason of this procedure the absence of an orme blanche. 
That this opinion was erroneous is shown by the subsequent 
course of the war. Although later on the absence of discipline 
and subordination often caused the leaders great difficulties, the 
Boers fought from September, 1900, to April, 1902, thirty-nine 
larger and numerous smaller offensive battles and showed re- 
markable bravery and contempt for death in all of them. When- 



m U. S. CA V A t R  Y JOURNAL. 

ever the attack led to a melde every one who did not at once 
surrender was shot down or killed with the butt of the rifle. In 
spite of the fact that towards the end of the war entire com- 
mands had armed themselves with captured Lee-Metford rifles, 
no one thought for a moment of carrying dong the bayonets 
belonging thereto. The absence of wmes blanches did not 
wen keep the Boers from several attacks made mounted, both 
in close and open order, against all arms. V. Maltzahn, in 
Vierfeljahrshcfterr (1909, 3; 1910, 2) says concerning the 
change of B& tactics during the course of the war: "The of- 
fensive tactics of the Boers assumed in the summer of 1901 
were due to their overcoming the original feeling of inferiority 
00 account of tack of training, organization and leadership, 
which feeling was overcome by the influence exerted by intrepid 
leaders who had by then come to the front." 

Not the bayonet, but the example set by the leader, the 
skill in handling the firearms and discipline'and obedience in- 
stilled by peace training create in the fighting line the irresist- 
ible desire to forge to the front. 

We will now discuss the disadvantages connected with the 
introduction of the cavalry bayonet. In the first place, it means 
an additional weight carried by the horse (about 300 g.) ; the 
bayonet makes the piece muzzle-heavy and thus tiresome to the 
firer; accuracy of aiming and of firing, as well as quickness of 
executing the rushes, will be materially interfered with thereby. 
It will also be hard to find the necessary time for properly 
training cavalry in the bayonet exercises; the horse, cavalry's 
best and foremost arm, would suffer in consequence; we do 
not spend any too much time with i,t now. Today we have 
little enough time to properly train the recruit to become an 
adept horseman, which should be our first and foremost en- 
deavor and to which all available time should be devoted in 
order to preserve the horses and increase our fighting strength 
in war. The bayonet would prove absolutely detrimental to in- 
stilling and fostering the cavalry offensive spirit. And this 
statement can not be refuted by the mere counter statement that 
this fear is groundless. 

At the present day, in the German cavalry, the desire for 
the fire 6ght needs no stimulation or spur, on the contrary, we 
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can frequently see the carbine used in cases where cold steel 
ought to have been resorted to. Each large maneuver shows 
numerous cases of this kind. The general trend of opinion 
now seems to be that the cavalry battle should be decided by 
fire fight and that cold steel should play a secondary &le. 
Those who hold that opinion point to the bayonet for the proof 
that the carbine is a t  least equal to the lance and that any 
officer has the choice to select one or the other of these arms 
to solve a cavalry task. 'But the regulations point out the propet 

And our youth should never forget this maxim, so that, 
should in the future a Seydlitz lead them to battle, he will find 
cavalrymen-not mounted infantrymen. 

way out of the difficulty by stating: 
the carbine only where the lance is out 

cavalry resorts to 



- ._ ..... -. * . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  y- 

. -  

A SATIOS.\L MILIT.\RY HORSE SHOIV. 

i s  

i 

DVANCE copies of orders soon to be issued have recently A appeared indicating that steps are to be taken to insure 
better mounts €or the officers of the mounted service. 

A recent communication from the War Department to Post 
Commanders cites certain exercises and states that it is the policy 
of the Department to have our Army represented at the Interna- 
tional Horse Shows later. The natural inference is that it is only 
waiting till we can furnish creditable representatives in both 
riders and horses, in some numbers. 

That recently returning regiments from the Philippines have 
demonstrated an increased desire for well-bred horses cannot, I 
think, be successfully denied. I have been unable to account for 
this in any way except to credit it to the Military Meets, especially 
the Division Meet. 

The War Department considers the Small Arms Competi- 
tions of sufficient value to justify the very considerable expense 
attached thereto and the absence from regular stations of the 
officers and enlisted men attending them. 

, 
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A National-as distinguished from an International Military 

Horse Show-would, it seems, be a stepping-stone to the Inter- 
national ; would tend to disseminate the knowledge of horsemen 
by bringing together in spirited rivalry those who have such 
knowledge; would add to the interest in horses and equitation 
throughout the service, if not too close a corporation. 

The object being to create interest and educate and improve 
the mounts of officers. the exercises should not at first be beyond 
the possibilities of what are now considered first-class mounts, 
and should leave room for advancement from year to year until 
International quality should be shown. Whether two, three or 
four years would be required it is not yet needful to say. 

Riley being the geographical center of the United States, the 
seat of the Mounted Service School, where competent judges 
would be on hand, where a suitable ground and equipment are 
available, where equitation is paramount-at least in the school- 
would seem to be the logical place for holding the show. 

The distances, as shown in the Official Table of Distances 
from all stations in the United States where mounted troops are 
serving, are as follows: 

Front Riley to- Miles. 
Apache. .................................. .1,200 
Boise Barracks ............................ .1,427 
Des Moines .............. -. ............... 360 
Duchesne. ................................ .1,023 
Ethan Allen .............................. .1,564 
Huachuca. ............................... .1,137 
Leavenworth. ............................. 134 
Meade .................................... 742 
hfyer.. .1,310 Oglethorpe. ............................... 8% - 
Robinson. ................................. 571 
Russell.. .................................. 610 
San Antonio .............................. 807 
San Francisco ............................ .1,880 
Sheridan. ................................. 619 
Sill ....................................... 364 
Snelling. .................................. 705 
Vancouver. ............................... .1,901 

.................................. 
2- 

. Wingate.. ................................ .1,006 
Yellowstone. ............................. .1,160 

Total miles.. ......................... .19,416 
y 
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The freight rate from Berkeley, California, to Boise, Idaho, 
on a horse is $39.50, being $1.975 per hundredweight on a rating 
of 2,000 pounds The distance is approximately 1,200 miles. 

Let us call it $40 per 1,OOO miles on a single horse. 
From the above table of distances we have, say, 20,000 at 

$40 per 1,O00=$800, or, say, $2,OOO for the round, trip for one 
horse from each of the stations at which mounted troops are 
serving. The rate for officers for transportation-not m i l e a g e  
would be about the same as for horses. Many roads furnish 
transportation for attendants. On this basis the total cost should 
not exceed $S.OOO per show. 

It is suggested that in case of such a show one officer and his 
borrcr @e mount should be sent from each station of mounte'd 
troops, provided that a suitable officer desiring to go were present 
and owning a horse which could demonstrate his fitness to be sent ; 
and provided, further, that where two branches of the mounted 
service were stationed each should be represented if each could 
furnish suitable representative. I t  might easily happen that the 
smaller stations would not be represented. 

Of course, under such an arrangement a regiment occupying 
several stations would be over-strongly represented, but, on the 
other hand, these find it harder to keep up enthusiasm, and hence 
are deserving of more encouragement. Besides it would be 
extremely difficult for a Regimental Commander to determine 
anything about the relative merit of horses and riders which were 
not under his observation. 

The character of the show might best be left to the authori- 
ties at Riley, with the understanding that Post Commanders 
would bc notified at least three months before the date of assem- 
bling at Riley, which date should allow a horse coming from a 
distance a chance to limber up for a few days before the actual 
work of the show began. 

A discussion of the benefits to be expected seems needless. 
When the soldier was convinced that it was worth while to 

try, it immediately became necessary to add to the difficulties in 
the Sharpshooters' course and the Expert test. 

Arouse interest-widespread interest-in good horses and 
horsemanship and the character of the officers' mounts will show 
the result. 

, 
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The time of year best suited to this competition would require 
consideration of the authorities-at what time could the officers 
be best spared from their stations-at what time would they be 
least prejudicial to affairs at Riley-both these questions should 
be considered in determining this time, as well as what time the 
horses would usually be at their best. 

This suggestion has not been submitted to the authorities at 
Riley, and it might easily be found impracticable to carry it out, 
there. It is submitted as a quick and effective way of arriving at 
what the War Department seems to want, and intended to show 
that it need not be an expensive rogram at all. 

It is believed that the tim PP IS an opportune one for instituting 
some such plan if it meets the desires of the mounted services. 

RDERS specifying purchases to  be made for 1 9 1  I have 0 already been given to remount depots in Southwest 
France. T h e  officers of these depots know already what their 
purchases will be from next January on through the spring. 
For example, the depot at Tarbes is directed to buy 428 
horses, divided as follows: Twenty-five for officers of dra- 
goons and I 73 for troopers of dragoons ; 72 for officers of light 
cavalry and 1,129 for troopers of same; I O  for general staff 
olcers ; 2 for hunter class for Suamur, 5 riding hall horses 
for Saumur, I for 05cers of dragoons at Saumur, I for light 
cavalry officer at Saumur, 3 light cavalry troopers a t  Saurnur, 
etc. 

T h e  method of purchase, age, etc., of these horses and 
the time and system devoted to their training before they 
are-taken up  for duty in the organization are described in 
No. 1 0 6 5  of February 2, 1910 .  

" A N  OFFICER ABROAD." 
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BETTER MOUNTS. 

H E  growing interest that is being taken by our officers T of the mounted services in better mounts should be 
stimulated by the instructions that have recently been sent 
by the War Department authorities to the commanding 
officers of all stations at which mounted troops are serving. 
These orders, or rather suggestions, in some respects, are to 
the following effect : 

That the course of instruction prescribed by G. 0. 186, 
War Department, 1908, should be extended so that officers 
and their mounts may be so trained that teams of them may 
make creditable showings a t  future International Horse 
Shows. Also, that, to encourage mounted officers in procur- 
ing suitable mounts that, by proper training, will be capable 
of being trained as jumpers, they should be permitted and 
encouraged to enter their mounts in local horse shows, races. 
etc., with a view of demonstrating that our officers are at 
least the equal in horsemanship to the horsemen of our 
country. 

They should also be encouraged to obtain such mounts 
as. by judicious training, will be able to negotiate all ordi- 
nary obstacles to be met in cross country riding and to that 
end they are informed that horses that can be so trained for 
the purpose indicated may be purchased from the remount 
depots. 

It is desirable that our mounted otticers should keep 
abreast with those of other countries in all that pertains to 
horsemanship and in order that suitable teams to represent 
us in future International Horse Shows my be selected from 
every'regiment in the service. 

T? this end courses wiil be established at every garrison 
where mounted troops are serving with obstacles similar to 
those shown on an enclosed blue print and the taking of 

4 
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these should be the regular part of the prescribed instruc- 
tion. 

The blue print shows the obstacles and their dimensions 
as used at the London International Horse Show in June 
last. 

I t  is regretted that we are unable to reproduce the blue 
print showing these obstacles but our engraver was unable 
to make an etching from a blue print, especially from one 
that was so faint as the copy received. 

E. B. F. 



The fourth volume of the German OMci,al 
Account of the Russo-Japanese i1-x has 
appeared. It is devoted to the battle on the 
Scha-Ho. Like the previous volumes, it is a 

detailed account of the movements of divisions and brigades, 
sometimes of regiments and battalions. It is a work for military 
students and not for general readers. He  who hopes for enter- 
tainment without th6 expense of attention and deep study will be 
disappointed. One should make up his mind to hours of hard 
labor or leave the work alone. But one willing to burn the 
midnight oil will find pleasure and reward. 

From books heretofore published, principally from the arti- 
cles in the Militur Wochenblatt and General Ian Hamilton’s 
work, a fair general idea can be obtained of this battle. The 
details of that combat are now laid before one in this volume of 
432 pages of text and one volume of eleven excellent maps. The 
guide map is of the scale 1/3000m the other ten of 1/1OOOOO. 

The Scha-Ho’* 

* T H E  RUS-JAPANESE WM. TBK BAITLK ON THE SCHA-Ho.” Prepared 
in the Historical Section of the German General Staff. Authorized transla- 
tion by Karl von Donat. late Lieutenant 33d (East Prussian) Fusilier Regi- 
ment, German A m y .  Eleven maps and eighteen appendices, including five 
photographic views. Hugh Rees, London. 1910. The U. S. Cavalry Asso- 
ciation Sole Agents for the United.Stateo. Price, $4.00, net. 
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The maps in Hamilton’s book were 1/75000, and those used by the 
War Department to accompany the reports of our attachis, 
1/84OOO. Two plates give the war organization of the two armies, 
and thirteen of the orders issued by Kuropatkin and his lieuten- 
ants are given. Kuropatkin’s order directing the movements at 
the commencement of the action fills five pages, but is very clear. 

It is not the purpose of this review to go into a discussion of 
what was or what might have been done. There is a very admir- 
able series of comments at the close of the book, consisting of 
thirty-seven pages. This is somewhat more full than the one 
given by von Caemmerer in the Militor Wochenblutt, published 
by Hugh Rees, “The Battle on the Scha-Ho.” Von Caemmerer 
inclines to the idea that Kuropatkin’s best plan was a frontal 
attack. The comments by the German General Staff incline to a 
move against the Japanese left being the best. What was done 
was an attempt to envelop the Japanese right. The General 
Staffs comments on the plan of envelopment adopted is as  
follows,. 

“We do not know what considerations decided Kuropatkin 
to envelop the Japanese right wing. Perhaps the fact finally 
settled the matter that this unsupported wing was already over- 
lapped by the dispositions of the Russian forces, which were 
extending far  to the east. There is no doubt that success could 
have been achieved by the plan adopted, i f  only the enveloping 
attack had been conducted with circumspction and energy, after 
once the Russians had deprived themselves of the advantage of 
surprise. But they did not act with circumspection; they rather 
acted with too much caution, energy being replaced by a hesitating 
mode of procedure, which has nothing in common with the she 
qua non of success, nothing in common with the firm confidence 
in the performances of conimanders and troops, and nothing in 
common with the imperturbable will to conquer.” 

And something to the same effect is found in Hamilton’s 
book, as  follows: 

“Umezawa, in the east, is so far  bearing the brunt of the 
attack, and seems to be sorely beset. H e  and his brigade would 
probably be past praying for had the Russians come down like 
the wolf on the fold; had they developed even a touch of that 
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audaacms, headlong hunger for the fight which has so often been 
associated with successful military enterprise." 

And again, where he speaks of the halting of a Russian 
attack near the center of the line: 

"But now the long lines halted. Strange indecision ! They 
r d n e d  motionless ten minutes; and then I realized that they 
were intrenching, out of range of the Japanese! In that one 
moment all amdety passed away. I cannot explain the sensation 
or the instinct which possesses me, but there it is, and I feel 
possessed of great calmness and the full conviction that the 
Russians have, by their failure to come on, parted forever with 
that moral ascendency which is the greatest of all the assets of 
an attack." 

Severe criticisms are made of the Russians for their lack 
of attempting anything in the nature of surprises. Unquestion- 
ably these criticisms are just. One reading them is reminded 
that very much of a General's duty is still to mystify, mislead 
and surprise. 

I am not inclined to the general belief that the Russians 
outnumbered the Japanese. Certainly, from Kuropatkin's own 
work we do not get this idea. The work of the German Staff 
gives Kuropatkin's force roughly as 210,000 men, and the 
Japanese 1i0,OOO. Kuropatkin states in his work, page 241, 
volume 3, that on September 29th the Manchurian Army could 
only muster 151,OOO rifles. To this must be added the 9th 
Corps, which arrived during the battle (less one brigade at Tie- 
Ling), say 25,000 men. The German Staff account seems to 
indicate that the mounted force brought this up to the number 
given by them, 210,OOO. I believe Kuropatkin's statement is 
probably nearer the true number. He certainly was in a position 
to know, and he could hardly dare give an underestimate, on 
account of being taken up so quickly by enemies, of whom he 
has had plenty since the publication of his work. 

In this work one finds no great regard for Kuropatkin. 
However, with such Lieutenam how could anyone have done 
better? Surely, Kuropatkin was an unfortunate General. But I 
believe far more unfortunate in his tools than in his character. 
His two main faults seem to have been. one characteristic, the 
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other an impossibility to form anywhere near correct ideas as to 
the enemy’s strength. 

As to the first, it was a continual love of huge reserves. 
Even now, in his book, he blames himself for not more strongly 
insisting upon a huge strategic reserve at Mukden. And a large 
part of his work at the %a-Ho seems to have beem moving 
masses back and forth in the forming of reserves. 

As to the second, it seems he always overestimated Kuroki’s 
numbers. This may have been pardonable when we consider the 
importance of the First Army to either the Japanese or to the 
Russians. 

Regarding the character of the fighting: 
The Russian loss is given as 42,645. Taking Kuropatkin’s 

estimate of the total number, 176,000, we have a percentage of 
loss of nearly 25. 

Taking the 
estimate of their force as made by the German Staff, 170.O00, we 
have a percentage of loss of nearly 12. 

Now let us compare these losses with those in some of the 
battles of our Civil \Var. taking, for instance, Chickamauga. 

According to Alexander’s figures we have as follows: 
Bragg’s Army numbered 61,780; his loss was 16,449; percentage 
of loss, 26. Rosecrans’ Army numbered 65,641; his loss was 
16,164; percentage of loss, a little less than 25. 

It would seem that the American soldier of today, if he is 
as good a soldier as was his father in ‘63. can stand the strain 
of a modern battle as well as the Russian or the Japanese. Of 
course, this is only a general average. Some Russian regiments 
and battalions lost very heavily. But it is doubtful if any could 
show the percentage of loss of the brigade of Regulars at Chick- 
amauga, which was 59 (Rebellion Records). The heaviest Con- 
federate loss was in Liddell’s Division of Walker’s Corps, the 
percentage being 51. 

I cannot close this review without going again to Hamilton’s 
work and quoting from the description of the seizure of Tera- 
yama by Okasaki’s brigade. It contains a lesson for cavalrymen 
and indicates the qualities that a true cavalryman must possess: 

“In former wars I have, in common with other commanders 
of any experience, often had occasion to long for cavalry to 

The Japanese loss is given roughly at  20,000. 
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launch at the enemy during some crisis of the struggle. Through- 
out the Manchurian campaign such a thought has hitherto never 

Neither infantry has the slightest idea of 
permitting itself t o  be hustled by mounted men, and it has been 
apparent to the meanest military capacity that the cavalry could 
not influence the’ fighting one way or another except by getting 
off their horses and using their rifles. But yesterday, when I saw 
Okasaki’s men streaming across the plain, in what I might call 
ordered disorder, the whole of each individual’s faculties and 
energies concentrated on the enemy in front, I felt for the first 
time tha ra  few Russian squadrons, adroitly led to within half a 
mile of the left flank of the charging Japanese. might, by a com- 
bination of good luck and good guidance, have struck Okasaki’s 
brigade a staggering blow whilst it was straining every nerve and 
muscle in mad career against the rival infantry. Obviously mere 
bravery and dash would not have sufficed for the commander of 
such a fire-eating venture. To succeed he must have been a man 
who was capable of keeping his cool touch on the fevered pulse- 
beats of opportunity until he felt the fateful second had arrived; 
then, flinging caution and judgment to the winds, he must have 
had a big heart, iron nerves and the devotion of his men to 
enable him to spur out of his ambush full tilt, not alone, but 
followed, as if he were a queen bee leading her swarm, by all 
his galloping squadrons. A rare type of a man, and that is one 
reason amongst many why successful cavalry charges were not 
exactly of every day occurrence, even in muzzle-loading days.” 

The CAVALRY JOURNAL has reviewed most of the books on 
the Russo-Japanese War as they appeared, and recommendations 
were made from time to time as to what books were the best for 
purchase by officers of moderate means. If I may give a resume 
of the work already done in the light of most recent publications 
I would submit the following as  my own views of the valuable 
works : 

U. S. CA VALR Y JOURNAL. 

occ~rred to me. 

* 

Of Primary Itnportance: 

ready ) . 
First.-The German O f i i d  Account, ( four  volumes, now 

Second.-Kuropatkin’s book, (two volumes). 

. .  
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Third.-The London “Times” War in the F a r  East. . 

Fourth. - Hamilton’s S t a 8  Ofier‘s Scrap Book, (two 

Fifth.-Port Arthur, Ashmead-Bartlett. 
Sixth.-Mukden, Scha-Bo. From the Militpr Wochenblutt, 

Seventh.-Lessons on the Risso-Japanese War, De Negrier. 
Eighth. - For Comparison, The Chinese-Jupunese War, 

N i n t h . 4 n  the Causes, Asakawa’s Russo-Japanese ConjIkt. 

volumes.). I ’  

(two volumes). 

Vladimir. 

Of Secondary Importance: 
Chasseur’s work, The Work of Asiaticus, Cowan’s book, 

Wrangel’s Cavalry and The Truth About the War. 
In  the above I have not considered the English work by the 

Committee of Imperial Defense, nor the work of Nojine, The 
Truth About Port Arthur. These should be good, but not having 
read them I cannot make recommendations concerning them. 

No large sum is required to possess the books of primary 
importance above mentioned. The first costs $3.00 per volume, 
except the fourth, which is $4.00; the second, $7.50 for the two 
volumes; the third, $5.00;  the fourth, $9.00 for the two volumes; 
the fifth, $6.00; the sixth, $1.87% per volume; the seventh, 
$1.00; the eighth, $1.25; the ninth, $2.00. 

Some saving can be made by purchasing these books, at 
least some of them, from the CAVALRY JOURXAL, which will 
secure any of the books for anyone. \VHITE. 

This book, a royal octavo volume 
of 5CO pages, is believed to be unique 
among the studies of American mi:- 
itary history. In  the array of evi- 

dence adduced, and the minuteness with which it has been 

*‘‘THE CAMPAIGN OF C H A s a u o a s v 1 L r . e .  A STUATECICAL AND TACTICAL 
With 47 maps 

The Campaign of Chan- 
cellorsville.* 

STUDY.” By Major John Bigelow. Jr., U. S. .\my, Retired. 
and plans. Yale University Press, New Haven, Conn. Price, $10.00. 
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weighed and sifted, Major Bigelow’s work is not to be 
matched by that of any other of our military writers. The 
author has peculiar qualifications for his task. He is a mili- 
tary man and a practiced writer. H e  was not a participant 
in the campaign and so has no special case to prove. A 
suEcient time has elapsed since the war to clear the air of 
political and sectional prejudice. Consequently he has ap- 
proached his subject in a judicial frame of mind, and has 
handled it in strict accordance with the cannons of modern 
historical criticism. While in matters of fact the author’s 
sources of information are found, in the large majority of 
cases, in the Official Records, in his bibliography he cites, in 
addition over one hundre: and thirty authorities. 

In his treatment of his subject, the author divides it into two 
periods, the “Period of Preparation” and the “Period of Execu- 
tion.” The former includes the organization, strength, disposition 
and condition of the opposing armies, estimates of the characters 
and capacities of their respective commanders, and a narrative of 
the minor operations undertaken from the date of Burnside’s re- 
lief to the moment in which Hooker arrived at the final decision. 
The latter sets forth and discusses the operations consequent upon 
this decision, to include the return of the Army of the Potomac to 
its camps at Falmouth. 

The most noteworthy deduction made by the author concern 
General Hooker’s intentions and mental attitude throughout the 
campaign. The critics usually credit the Union commander with 
aggressive intentions up to midday. 1st of May, 1863; and his 
order for a retrograde movement on that afternoon is attributed 
to a change of purpose brought about by the unexpected aggres- 
siveness of the enemy, coupled with incorrect news of the arrival 
of Confederate reenforcements at Fredericksburg. This is the 
view advanced by Alexander, who in ascribing the Union with- 
drawal to Hooker’s loss of nerve, goes on to justify his change 
of attitude on the ground that the defensive game was the safest 
to play. The author does not credit Hooker with aggressive in- 
tentions at all, and cites his own utterances, both oral and written 
to prove that neither at that time, nor at any time previous, had 
he entertained a thought of the tactical offensive. His mind was 
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imbued with the notion that the presence of the Union right wing 
south of the Rappahannock, threatening Lee’s flank and rear, left 
the latter but two alternatives, “to ingloriously fly,” or to give 
battle on his antagonist’s “own ground.” It  is pointed out that 
Hooker’s order for an advance towards Fredericksburg 00 the 
1st day of May is in no sense an order for an attack, but merely 
for the transfer of his forces from one defensive position to 
another. During its execution, the enemy proved that he had not 
flown, and was then and there willing to give battle. But the 
Union’s right wing was not at that moment on its “own ground.” 
It had left a chosen position, but had not reached a new one. This 
made it awkward for Hooker. To reach his new position he had 
to fight offensively. This he had not considered within the cat- 
alogue of chances, and he neither desired, nor was he prepared 
for it. In order that the enemy should attack him in a chosen posi- 
tion, a retreat upon the Chancellorsville was essential. Hooker’s 
la& of aggressiveness, not only at this critical moment, but 
throughout the campaign is brought out in strong relief. His first 
and only unconditional order for an attack was directed, not to 
the troops under his own command, but to Sedgwick, and then 
only wher. the rout of the Eleventh Corps had made things at 
Chancellorsville look desperate. Every aggressive enterprise un- 
dertaken by the right wing-Sickles’ advance, in pursuit of Jack- 
son on May 2nd, his midnight attack from Hazel Grove, and 
French’s counterstroke on the morning of the 3rd-received its 
impulse from a subordinate. From midday on May 2nd. until the 
army found itself again at Falmouth Hooker’s orders to the right 
wing were for retrograde movements only. With the bulk of his 
troops well in hand and full of fight, he withdrew from between 
the separated factions of an army numerically inferior to his own, 
yielding one point of vantage after another, calling vainly on 
Sedgwick to break through I d s  victorious lines to his relief,- 
one corps to come to the rescue of six,-until he finally retired to 
the north bank of the Rappahannock at the precise moment when 
Lee had decided to assault him in a carefully fortified position,- 
to give him battle on his “own ground.” 

The author makes it plain that the loss to the Army of the 
Potomac of the Campaign of Chancellorsville, wascdue primarily 
to the state of demoralization into which Hooker fell at the mo- 
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merit of hostile contact. His previous reputation for decision and 
aggressiveness stands out in such sharp contrast to the deficiencies 
which he then displayed, that his collapse has often been imputed 
to external causes. The author ascribes it to defects in his moral 
and intellectual make up, which unfitted him for the burden of su- 
preme command. This, in connection with a  NOU US breakdown 
brought on by the fatigues and excitements of four days unbroken 
labor, he gives as the true explanation. He points out that the 
weight of evidence is against drunkenness, still sometimes alleged 
as the cause. While he does no; admit that Hooker was actually 
in need of a stimulant, he does not criticise the assertion. If 
Hooker was the heavy drinker he is reported to have been, a sud- 
den abstention from liquor at a time of greatest physical and men- 
tal strain, might be well calculated to result in a fit of depression 
and discouragement. However honorable his notions, at such a 
crisis Hooker would have done better to take Bret Harte’s advice : 

Don’t be too quick 
To break bad habits; Better stick, 
Like the Mission folks, to your arsenic.” 

U. S. CA VALR Y JOURNAL. 
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For the surprise of the Eleventh Corps, with its fatal con- 
sequence, the author places the blame almost unreservedly on 
Howard. He considers Sickles’ midnight attack justified by the 
retaking of one gun and three caissons, and by the occupation of a 
more advanced line. 

Certain critics maintain that the abandonment of Hazel 
Grove by Hooker’s order, on the morning of May 3rd. was a 
capital error, as the concentration of the Confederate artillery, at 
that point, caused the evacuation of the Fairview intrenchments, 
and the Chancellorsville position, thus removing the last obstacle 
to the junction of the separated Confederate wings. The authors 
set forth in detail the advantages which the possession of Hazel 
Grove would confer on either army, but attribute the loss of the 
Chandorsvilte position more to the infantry attacks from the 
west, together with Hooker’s order to Geary to retire, than to the 
effect of Confederate artillery &e from Hazel Grove. 

On page 315 of the text the author appears to have made an 
erroneous calculation in giving the density of Berry’s first line as 
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about two yards to the man. The average strength of the red- 
ments in the Third Corps he gives as 420. With a frontage of 100 
yards per regiment the density of the line should apparently be 
4.2 men per yard. A density of two yards to the man would give 
each regiment (not hitherto engaged) a strength of only 50. 

The author justly criticises the field orders issued from the 
headquarters of both armies. In some of the most important, the 
language is involved and ambiguous. Thi.s he proves by numer- 
ous examples. In  the quiet of one’s den, and after careful study 
the sense of certain instructions is hard to come at. HOW much 
more so in the excitement and turmoil of active service. If our 
service schools should teach nothing beyond the art of writing field 
orders clearly and concisely, yet in such terms that their pu’port 
is obvious, they will have justified their creation. 

The maps accompanying this volume are of the same quality 
as the text, that is, they are the most complete that have so far 
appeared on the subject. Unfortunately the greater part of them 
are bound in the text, and most inconveniently located for refer- 
ence. There seems to be no good reason for this arrangement., 
for a part of them are loose and contained in a portfolio at the 
end. The author states that there is no comfortable way to read 
military history. All the more reason for eliminating mechanical 
obstacles wherever possible. With this same object of making 
the students’ tasks easier, it would appear easier to have treated 
the Jones and Imboden expedition as a distinct episode. Its con- 
nection with the Chancellorsville campaign is of the slightest, and 
to separate its introduction from the main body of the narrative by 
335 pages of unrelated matter is to throw a rather severe strain 
on the student’s memory. 

In  its make-up, the binding of the book is poor, but its paper 
and type are excellent. I t  is unfortunate that a number of errors 
have escaped the scrutiny of the proofreader and appear in the 
published work. A sheet of errata should be prepared for in- 
sertion. 

To s u m  up, Major Bigelow, in confining himself to a single 
campaign, has given us a discussion which may be described in one 
word, “Thorough.” A copy should appear in every military 
library, and it will repay the careful scrutiny of every military 
student. 

BOOK REVIEWS. 

. 

S. H. E. 
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The fifth volume. supplementary, of General 
Cullum’s Register of the Officers and Gradu- 
ates of the U. S. Military Academy is now 
out and ready for distribution. 

Under the provisions of General Culluni’s will, a suppkment 
to his Register of Graduates was to be published “in the year 
1900 and decennially thereafter,” the income from his bequest 
to be applied, so far asit  would go, in preparing and publishing it. 
This gready reduces the cost of this valuable work to the gradu- 
ates of the Academy. 

This volume is a large octavo of 904 pages and is on the 
same general plan as the preceding ones. 

In addition to bringing the list of officers who have served 
at the Academy from 1900 to 1910, with the departments in which 
they served, it also contains the names of all of the 4935 gradu- 
ates, including the Class of 1910, with a complete index. 

In the cases. of graduates who haw died, their records, if 
not complete in previous volumes. are brought up to the dates 
of their death. 

In the cases of living graduates, their records are made com- 
plete up to date of publication except in those few instances where 
it was impracticable to obtain their histories. 

The book is well edited, although, as Lieutenant Braden 
states in the Preface, under the most trying difficulties. The 
difficulty ifi procuring the records of deceased officers is natural 
and readily explained, but it would appear that there should be 
no trouble in obtaining those of living graduates, especially of 
those still in the service. Such, however, is not the case, and the 
Editor reports that nearly two hundred oficers failed to respond 
to his circular request for information and that the Adjutant 
General of the army declined to allow their records to be copied 
from those on file in his office. 

T h e  paper and binding of this volume is not up to the 

calluar ’8 
Register.* 

w‘~10GR.4PHlCAL RffilSTen OF T H E  OFFICERS A X D  CRADL-ATES OF THE u. s. 
MILITARY A C A D E S Y  AT WE5T POINT. NEW YORK. SINCE ITS ESTABLISH- 
YBNT I N  1802” By the late Brevet Major General George W. Cullum, 
Colonel of Engineers. C. S .%my. Edited by Lieutenant Charles Braden. 
U. S. .\my. Retired. Price, 33.00. 
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standard of the  preceding ones, and a hasty examination of 
the  book shows a few typographical errors. 

This invaluable book of reference should be in every public 
library as well as in the office of the Editor of every leading news- 
paper throughout the country. 

It goes without saying that every graduate of the Military 
Academy should have a copy, except, of course, in those extremely 
rare cases where their records are unsavory. 
. . There are still on hand a few copies of Volume IV, the 1900 
Register, which can be obtained at a cost of $2.50, or the two 
volumes will be supplied for $5.00. As the edition is limited, 
those desiring copies should place their orders promptly. 

C D r ?  E. 9. A .  

This voluxne-pocket size and bound in 
The Mew sergeant’s cloth-is exactly what its name indicates. 

The fact that it was written by Captain 
Holbrook is a sufficient guarantee of its 

Hand-Book.* 

being entirely practical. 
In the preface Captain Iiolbrook says: 
“Advance sheets of this little handbook were hastily prepared 

in June, 1910, especially for the use of troops at the several man- 
euver camps, but the increasing demand for them has induced me 
to complete the book for more permanent use. 

“It has generally been recognized that the garrison ration, . 
as fixed by the War Department orders in May, 1908, provided 
about the proper proportions and quantities of the various classes 
of foods; and so long as the authorized issue suggested a basis for 
consumption, companies were quite certain to be provided with 
a well-balanced diet. Since changing the garrison ration from an 
issue to a cost basis, the quantities formerly issued are more than 
apt to be forgotten, and it is largely for this reason that I desire 

*“TEE M a s  SERGEANT‘S HANDBOOK.” Prepared by Captain L R. Hol- 
brook, Commissary, U. S. Amy, assisted by Post Commisoary Sergeant 
Patrick Dunne. Price, 
$1.00 pes copy, or $lorn per dozen. 

For sale by “The Guidon,” Fort Riley, Kansas. 
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. to place before Mess Sergeants, h a compact form, all those mat- 
ters Pertaining to the handling of the mess that are considered 
mostessentral to successful -nt.” 

The following is the table of contents: 
Flxphation of the regulations pertaining to the rations. 
Determination of the cost value of the rations. 
Sh0rt-t ration conversion table 
Relation of credit allowance to bills of fare. 
Quantities to prepare for each meal. 
Bills of fare for gamsoa 
Dressed beef inspection. 
Fdess cookers. 
Handling the field ration. 
Field expedients. 
Individual cooking. 
The new field range. 
Shortart multiplication table. 

i 

The sample bills of fare given, espedally those for ten days 
based upon the field ration, are very interesting and useful. 
Coupled with the tables showing quantities of meats, vegetables 
ami fruits’needed for each meal (garrison ration), a mess ser- 
geant can easily figure out just how much of each kind of food 
he must prepare, whether in the field or in the garrison. The lat- 
ter table shows at a glance the quantity needed at a meal by 1.5, 
10 or 50 solders. By means of this table a mess sergeant can 
quickly determine the approximate amount (of each kind of food). 
needed for each m d  

The section relating to individual food and the one relating 
to dressed beef inspection are already familiar to some of our 
readers, and it is good to see them incorporated in this hand 
book. The former is especially useful to soldiers generally. 
The numerous illustrations in the latter half of the book are 
a valuable addition to the text, and tne whole forms a hand 
book that should be in the haadsof every company com- 
mander and mess sergeant, whether of the Regular Service 
or of the National Guard. 

ROGER S. FITCH. 
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As the name implies, and as the author states 
in his prefatory note, this is a compilation, 
for the use of students and others, of the 
facts that go to make up the account of the 

various phases of the Boer War of 1899-1902. The author‘s 
name does not appear on the title page. We are informed, how- 
ever, that he served for twenty-six months in this war. 

It is stated in the prefatory note that “with some exceptions, 
every statement of fact relating to the military operations may 
be verified in one or more of the following publications: The 
‘Times’ History of the War, The War Office Official History of 
the War, The Minutes of Evidence Taken Before the Royal 
Commission of Inquiry Into the War.” 

It will thus be seen that this little book is in no sense a 
“source” for the military student, and its value as a handy guide 
to “source” material seems doubtful, owing to its lack of amange- 
ment for this purpose, besides the limited number of probable 
“gourc”~ authorities quoted. No doubt, to one who has already 
made a study of this war from the authorities relied upon by the 
author, to which the account of the German General Stafl might 
be added, this little handbook would prove of value as a reminder 
to what he already knows more or less perfectly. 

The volume contains some 365 pages, printed on fair paper, 
in about the same size type as that of the C L V ~ Y  JOURNAL 
The binding is not durable. It does not contain marginal or other 
notes to show what authority is relied upon for important facta 
Indeed, the book can hardly be recommended for the use of the 
military student who is investigating this war from the scientific 

The author has indicated, in the course of the narrative, the 
following to be his views on the chief causes of the prolongation 
of the war: 

Handbook o f  the 
Boer War.* 

’ 

standpoint. 

-A HAND BOOK OF TEE BoBn WAR,” with General Map of South Afria 
and 18 sketches Maps and Plans-Gale and Polden Limited, London, 1914 
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The inetliciency of modern tactics as a means of dealing with 
partisan d a r e ;  

The moral rehforcement derived from a confident belief in 
the justice of a cam, by which the enemy was continually encour- 
agedtopersevere; 

The reluctance of the British leaders to fight costly battles; 
The constitutional inability of the British officer to take war 

d y ;  
The waste of British horses, due to inexpert horsemanship. 

sx. . - 
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is equipped with wireless apparatus, together with some motor- 
cycles and several automobiles. 

“Attempt No. 1” and “Attempt No. 2” each consist in the 
narrative of an unsuccessful effort of the cavalry commander to 
carry out his orders. Some of the errors made by the commander 
in these “Attempts” seem rather overdrawn, but are not beyond 
the bounds of possibility. The final effort (“Attempt No. 3”) 
of course, crowned with success. 

The chief value of this book lies in the pertinent “comments” 
which follow the narrative part of the first and second “attempts.” 
They bring out many ponits worthy of thought on the part of 
cavalry officers generally. Some of the points that are well illus- 
trated in the narrative and ably discussed in the comments are the 
evils of unnecessary splitting-up of one’s forces, the usual diffi- 
culty of. obtaining reliable information in hostile country, the 
proper use of motor-cycles, etc., with a cavalry command, the dif- 
ficulty attendant upon acquiring reliable and timely information 
through unsupported patrols sent out far to the front, various 
methods of patrolling and of sending back information from the 
extreme front, etc., etc. 

The author brings out very clearly the necessity for training 
cavalry in peace in such a way that in war it will be ready and 
able to make use of mounted action when opportunity offers. H e  
says, in part : “Cavalry which is systematically trained in peace to 
resort to the rifle in each and every occasion may certainly not be 
so likely to take any of those risks in war which sometimes lead 
to a body of cavalry meeting with disaster. They will adopt the 
safe and sure course, save their own skins and be cautiows a d  
slow. To dismount and loose off their rifles will tend to become 
a fatal attraction. Cavalry which is taught in peace to have a be- 
lief in mounted action, the a m e  blanche, and shock tactics, will 
be likely, ))(ru~ then, to take a reasonable risk to achieve a 
great end. Infantry takes risks in every campaign, and meets with 
disasters in every campaign. So do artillery. The prize offered 
to cavalry which may dare to take a risk is usually out of propor- 
tion greater then the prizes offered to the other arms. Deliber- 
ately to train cavalry never to take the risks of mounted and rapid 

. 

i 

Although this book can be read through 
Carrlry Taa(Lt by from cover to cover in a couple of hours, 

Experkme.* its value to a cavalryman is greater than is 
that of many a more pretentious volume 

The author’s method of handling his subject is practically 
the same as that which was employed by the author of “The De- 
fense of M e r ‘ s  Drift,” and which consists in using one general 
and special situation as the basis for the whole and narrating sev- 
eral seperate and distinct “attempts” on the part of the com- 

In “Cavalry Taught by Experience” there appears first of 
all a brief outline of an imaginary campaign of the present day. 
This is followed by a more detailed statement of the situation in 
which a cavalry brigade (which had been detached from the main 
army as independent cavalry) finds itself on a certain night. This 
brigade is in hostile country and operating several days’ march 
to the h n k  of its own army. Its commander is ordered to hold 
aertain passin themountainsnear which the brigade is camped 
and to ascertain the enemy’s strength and dispositions at a point 

to accomplish his miss’ion. 

where a hostile force is reported to be concentrating. The brigade 

w ~ v ~ ~  TAUGHT BY EXPEIUENCS” A Forecast of Cavalry Under 
Modern War Conditions. By ”Notroff.“ Hugh Hees, Ltd., London. Price, 
2/6. net. 
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action k a  handicapwhich may be compared to a game of bridge 

The larger of the two maps which accompany this book 
d d  appear more nalistic if more roads had been shown 
thereoa The fact that the two maps are stated to be maps of 
“imaginsry amntrf‘ does not tend to make the situations seem 
as realistic as if maps of real country were used. Notwithstand- 
ing this and other minor faults noted, the book is one that is well 
worth any &rs’ time and money. 

with the penalty of not being albwed to go no trumps.” 

ROGER S. FITCH. 

I 

L L .  

I 

THE BREEDERS CUP. 

As was noted in the July, 1910, number of the CAVALRY 
JOURNAL, the U. S. Cavalry Association had offered a cup for 
the horse exhibited at the Virginia Horse Show armit winning 
the largest number of blue ribbons in the Charger Class during 
the season of 1910. It was then stated that this cup was offered 
with a view of stimulating the breeding of horses suitable for 
the army, particularly to acquaint breeders with the type of horse 
best suitable for remounts, and also to co-oprate in the &or& 
being made by the Quartermaster’s Department and the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture to encourage the breeding of suitable horses 
for army purposes. 

This movement originated with Captain Casper H. Conrad, 
Jr., Q. M. D. (Cavalry), who is on duty in Virginia, purchasing 
young horses for the remount depots. 

The accompanying reproductions of photographs of the cup 
given show that the desigd is distinctively “Cavalry,” and that the 
makers, Black, Starr & Frost, ha+e fully lived up to their reputa- 
tion for turning out h t 4 a s s  work.‘.:, *5 

The cup was onexhibition %€&&mysand Navy Club in 
Washington and ‘’has been A-&-.p;k.st.;1&y all who exam 
ined it.” 

By authority of he &e+mJk~kr, Lieutenant qw 
Geo. M. Dunn, J. A; Lieutenant cotowl Qlaa G. Treat, g. A,, 
and Major D. S. Stanley, Q. M. D., attended these ho&k-&oG, 
nine in number, as judges and awarded the cup to the horse Rut- 
ledge, owned by Mr. James W. Graves of Richmond, Va. 

I . c 4- -6; . ;:;..a 
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The judges made their report to the Chief of Staff of the 
Army and the cup was forwarded to Mr. Graves with the fdow- 
ing letter from the secretary of war: 

WAR DZP-T. 

WASHINGTON, November 10, 1910. 
Mi.  k n a s  W. Gv-, Richmond, Vir- 

-&:--I take +sure in informing you that the silver 
umted Stab Army, 

ars lkof  blaeribeolrsintlle 
crp.-bfhcQ=b- 
f l o r ~ . ~ ~  
Qprsa claer, in the v i  circlit ob horse shaas, is behrg 
dlipjmd to you todag, +* bemt .-,this ]rap by y- 
-gddiqcmtwlP- 

pmpaee@-acrrpxnnralk Tfrecaralr),- 
forthe horse wimingftregreatmt number of tdue ribborm io tkia 
dass for such horn shows as may be included in the Virginia 
circuit, and perhaps a d d i t i d  shows. 

As it is the object of the association in presenting this cup 
to eacoaw and stimulate the breeding of horses suitable for 
o&ers' chargem or for  militarg mounts, it is the desire of the 
War Department that their encouragement in this matter be given 
as wide publiaty as possible, especially among horse breeders of 
the type of horse desired. 

Please accept my congratulations upon your success in win- 
ning this, the 6rst cup presented by the Association. 

very respeafallr, 

. .  

- .  

. L  

J. M. DICKINSON, 
Secretary of Wm. 

, 
The following f the reply acknowledging the receipt of 

the cap: 
' 

VIEGlNU nhn#c AND EO- SHOW ASSOCIATION. 

. fi~auqro~~, VA,-November 12, 1910. 
Won. 3. M. D k k h m ,  Secrw->f.War, 

- W4Jking0nJ D. e. - -- 
Dear Sir:-I beg to acknowledge receipt of your favor of 

the loth instant, advising of the shipment of the charger cup won 
by my horse, Rutledge, which reached me today. It is indeed a 
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handsome one and is being very much admired. 

encourage the breeding of horses suitable for army olKcers. 
I will do what I can to bring this class before the public and 

.Thanking you for your kind expressions, I am, 
Very truly yours, 

JAmEs W. GUVES. 

i 

' 'BUTLUDQE. 

Photographs of three only of the competing horses have 
been received and they are here reprbduced. 

The winning horse, Rutledge, is a c h e w  gelding, four 
years old, height 15-3%, weight 1,025, girth 71 inches, below 
the knee 7% inches. 

He is by Orlando out of Miss Hawkins by Billet. Orlando, 
imp., son of Orme and Huehe by Herald, is the sire of a long 
list of winners. Miss Hawkios-ms a high class race mare, who 
won at two years old and was a-winner at three years of the 
Kentucky Oaks and Twin City Oaks. 
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Rutledge was the winner of the blue ribbon at the Leesburg, 
Manassas, Culpeper, Orange and Charlottsville Horse Shows. 

The photograph of Rutledge from which this cut was made 
does not show him in as good flesh as another that was received, 
but was a better one for reproduction. 

Regalis, another competitor for the cup, is a bay gelding, 
four years old, 15% hands, weight 1,070, girth 74 inches, bone 8 
inches, owner Mrs. Julian C. Keith, Warrenton. Va. He is a 

R E O A U S  

thoroughbred Hornpipe out of Royal Princess. He was only 

ribboa 
The Colonel is a three-year-old gelding, weight 1,200, 

height 15-3%, girth 72 inches, bone (below knee) 8% inches. 
Hc is by Hiawatha (Hackney) out of Forest Queen (registered 
Itcntudqt ssddte bred), and is owned by Mr. Kenneth N. Gilpin 
e€ B o p ,  Va This horse won the blue ribbon at Berrysvilk, 

shown at the 9ro rse Show at Warrenton, where he won the blue 
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Va., but should have been disqualified as not being a half-bred or 
better. 

The score cards used in judging the horses in the "Charger 
CZOSS' at these several horse shows had headings as follows: 
Name, sex, etc., of horse; name of exhibitor; breeding; age; 
height ; head ; neck ; withers ; shoulders ; chest ; fore legs ; knees ; 
back; loins; barrel; hind quarters; tail; hocks; limbs; pasterns; 
and general appearance. 

There is evidently a slight misunderstanding as regards the 
proposition to give a cup annually for the purpose for which this 

THE COWNEL 

one was given, as the Executive Council of the association has not 
as yet committed itself on this point, although through an over- 
sight this statement was made in the July number of the CAVALBY 
JOURNAL. 

It is believed that this was money' well spent not only for 
the purpose indicated above, hut also in bringing the work of the 
Cavalry Association into notice, but whether or not it is advisa- 
ble to continue offering a cup annually, ptirticularly for horse 
shows held in a limited portion of the horse breeding sections of 
the country, is still to be settled. Some of the members of the 
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Exc;ctltive Coturcil favor the idea, provided it were p r a c t i d e  
to open the competition to breeders in Kentucky, Missouri and 
possibEy other states. This is, however, probably impracticable, 
*&far as is known, no other state but Virginia has any similar 
Hsme show Association, nor would it be possible to have com- 
ppting horses properly judged over widely separated sections. 

However, this is a question rphich the council will consider 
in the near future, and in the meantime the views of our members 
as to the propriety of continuing giving such a cup are desired. 

. 

. 

A Is#et wm m n t l y  W v e d  from kajor H. L. Ripley, 
E3ghth cavafrp, which is in 6Ubstance, as follows: 

“Have you i n a t h e  arc&ivee of the CAIUALRY JOURNAL any 
r iawdof tha  of the trooper who graces the outer 
fk& abvet  of=^^? If not I think you should have, 
f+ he was a soldier of the old type and one of the finest 
ag.rueS cm a horae I have ever seen. He was Sergeant Jack 
Laanan, Tpmp “G,” 3d Cavalry, Captain F. H. Hardie, now 
1b-t colonel redred, commanding. 

“Fmderick Remington, who was quite intimate with and 
visited Captain Hardie, at once noted the ease and grace 
with which Sergeant Lannan rode and selected him as the 
most perfect type of the American Cavalryman he had ever 
seen and he made several sketches of him. one of which has 
uery wisely been selected by the CANALRY JOURNAL to adorn 
its cover and I think that the other sketch used by the 
JOURNAL. of the cavalryman galloping away. rear view, is 
atsoof Sergeant h n a n .  

+‘If you wish to verify these statements refer to Colonel 
Hade  whom I know will be glad to do so and perhaps add 
to them. 

“ I  remember well when Sergeant Lannan took his ‘last 

* -7 
1 
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blanket’ and rejoined the Third Cavalry at Fort Ethan 
Allen, Vt., just before the Spanish War. We were all glad 
to see him back again and I remarked to him, ’Sergeant, 
haven’t you served about long enough to retire?’ ?Yes, 
Captain,’ he replied, ‘1 have served long enough now, but 
one of my enlistments was in the infantry and I wouldn’t 
want to retire on infantry service.” 

84 Wasn’t that esprit a2 corps? 
“He went with us to Cuba and died there with yellow 

fever. 
“His memory is being fittingly perpetuated by the JOUR- 

NAL in the Remington sketch and it seems proper that his 
personality and characteristics should be known to the 
readers of the .JOURNAL.*’ 

Being unable to find anything in the records of the Asso- 
ciation relative to this interesting question we wrote Colonel 
Hardie regarding, and in reply he writes : 

“The drawing was made in front of my tent while we 
were in camp at Tampa, Florida, previous to our embarking 
for the Santiago Campaign. 

‘‘Sergeant Lannan was in the Third Cavalry before I 
joined in ’76, I believe. He came to my troop after I got 
my captiancy. He was a strikingly handsome soldier, a gal- 
lant man and a non-commissioned officer of the old fashioned 
kind, those whose orders were always obeyed. After the 
surrender of Santiago he was taken sick and died in Cuba.” 

At the request of Colonel Hardie. the following has been 
furnished by Captain Charles A. Hedekin, Third Cavalry, 
commanding Troop ‘‘G,” as a compilation from the troop 
records and the recollection of old soldiers: 

He came to 
this country while in his teens. He enlisted in 1870 in the 
Fourth Cavalry and served five years in that regiment. He 
rdnlisted in 1875 iii the Third’ Cavalry and thereafter served 
in the Third, Troops F,” B ” and G,” with the exception 
of 4 short tour on recruiting duty. He accompanied Troop 
“G” to Santiago in 1898 and died there of yellow fever. At 

Didn’t that have the true cavalry ring? 

John Lannen was born in Canada in 1845. 



the time of his death he was nearing the completion of 
thirty years service and expected to retire. 

“At Tampa in 18g8 he attracted the attention of Frederick 
Remington, who made several rough sketches of him. One 
of these uta8 afterwards completed and is now familiar to 
tbe service as it appears on the cover of the CAVALRY JOUR- 
NAL In completing this sketch it is believed that Reming 
ton relied on old sketches or photographs for his details be- 
cause the sling belt and boots shown in the cut were not 
worn by Sergeant Lannen in 1898. At this time Sergeant 
Lannen’s hair and mustache were white. He had blue eyes 
and dark, ruddy complexion. He was a superb horseman, 
carrying himself with remarkable ease and grace. His 
horse was his friend and comrade. 

“Aside from his horsemanship Sergeant Lannen’o most 
marked characteristics were his loyalty to his organization 
and his unfailing good humor under trying conditions. Or- 
dinarily a stern disciplinarian, he was always ready with a 
mile and a jest when roads were muddy, skins damp and 
cold and rations low. H e  accepted hardships as part of his 
day’s work. 

‘.There are too few of his kind.” 
It will be observed that there is a difference in the spell- 

ing of the sergeant’s name in the above communications. 
Probably that in the note from Captain Hedekin is correct 
as having been taken from the records. 
. Some two years ago it became necessary to have a new 
plate made as the old one was becoming much worn. The 
original drawing was, and is still in the possession of a 
former editor of the CAVALRY JOURNAL and it was obtained 
from him for the purpose of making the fresh plate 

From this new plate, several electros were made for 
future use and at the same time this opportunity was taken 
to have made an .enlarged three-color plate made. From 
this it was intended to make prints for our members, but up  
to the present time we have never succeeded in gett inga 
combination 6f colors that made a print that suited our ideas 
as to how such a cavalryman should appear. 

I 
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THE STAR AND CRESCENT. 

The above is the title of a new military magazine which 
is “A Quarterly Record of Sport and Soldering in the Seven- 
teenth Cavalry.” It is published at Bareilly, U. P., India. 

In forwarding us a copy of the first number, its editor 
writes : 

** I am sending you under separate cover a copy of a new 
regimental magazine called the ‘Star o d  Crescat’ which is 
published io English and Urdu. Some. but not all. of the 
vernacular is a translation of the English matter. 

“The objects of the magazine are set forth in the preface, 
but I should like to emphasize the fact that this is the first 
magazine of its kind ever attempted and that it has the cor- 
dial support of the authorities encouraging as it does a closer 
relationship between the Indian ranks and ourselves. 

“Another number will certainly be compiled, but after 
this the success of the magazine will depend largely on its 
ability to secure the sympathy of some outside subscribers, 
its circulation in a native cavalry regiment being, as you 
will understand, very limited. 

“It is in the hope that you will be interested in this at- 
tempt to find a community of taste and interest with the 
Yeoman class of India (of which so little is heard at home) 
that the Editor of the Star aqd Crescent ventures to send you 
a copy of the  magazine for the favour of your perusal, and 
if space permits, notice in your columns. 

Many of us retain the most friendly recollections of the 
Uoited States Army in China. This magazine, the first of 
its kind ever attempted in the Indian Army, is sent to the 
Editor of the I?. S. CAVALRY JOURNAL in the hope that some 
of the articles may be deemed of sufficient interest to merit 
the notice of our comrades in arms.” 

I t  is a small periodical of only thirty-eight pages in 
English and about the same in Urdu, whatever that may be, 
probably some language of a native Indian race. It is well 
printed on extremely heavy paper and in large clear type, 

. 

, 
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While about eight pages is devoted to purely local matters, 
yet there are several interesting ahd instructive articles, 
some of which we will notice or reprint in a future number 
of our journal. 
.. 

FROM OUR MEMBERS. 

The  following are extracts from letters received from 
various members : 

'&By tbe way, we have for each squadron, as you know, 
an equipment for demolitions, but are not allowed to use 
them. I believe this is an important part of our cavalry 
business and should be practiced the same as any other duty. 
Can you not agitate the subject and get the cavalry to take 
more interest in it; I am drilling this squadron in demoli- 
tions but am using other dynamite for the purpose." 

1.1 regret to learn from a note in the current issue of the 
JOURNAL that it has been decided to discontinue the publi- 
cation of ' Non-commissioned O5cers' Problems.' Those 
that have been published were discussed with very great 
interest by the non-commissioned officers and privates of 
my troop and, although no answers were sent fLom this 
&oop, the publication of the problems was not less valuable 
on that account. Inasmuch as none of the books of map ex- 
ercises that I have seen, contain problems of these simpler 
sorts which have to do with the individual work of non- 
commissioned officers and privates. I trust that even though 
the competitive feature and the prizes be eliminated, you 
will continue to publish such problems with approved solu- 
tions." 

This matter will be brought to the attention of the Ex- 
ecutive Council at the first opportunity. 

"Would it not be practicable to publish in the JOURNAL 
a list of the cavalry organizations of th? organized militia 
showing the location of each? Such a list was published 
some years ago and it is probable that many changes have 
occurred since then." 

, 

- .  
I . . '  
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CAVALRY EQUIPMENT BOARD. 

The Editor is reliably informed that a recent press an- 
nouncement to the effect that ' 'The Cavalry Equipment 
Board has adopted the old 98 legging," is not entirely accurate. 
The fact appears to be that the Equipment Board was called 
upon to recommend a legging which the Quartermaster 
General could adopt tentatively as a model in placing con- 
tracts for the necessary current supply of leggings. For 
this purpose lhe Equipment Board recommended the old 
canvas legging with strap under the instep,,the canvas of 
improved quality and re-inforced with leather on the contact 
side. It is not. yet possible to say what kind of foot-gear 
the Board will recommend for permanent adoption. Much 
data pertaining to relative wear and cost of leather and can- 
vas leggings, shoes, hunting boots, etc., must be considered 
by the  Board before a final report can be made. 

J 
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BROOKS BROS. 
T h e  advertisement of this well known firm appears in 

columns for the first time in several years. 
Those of our members and readeis who have ever pat- 

ronized them, can certify to their reliability, not only as to 
the uniforms, civilian clothes, etc.. but also as regards their 
reputation for fair dealing. 

They can supply everything an officer requires in his 
line of wearing apparel, either for military or civilian dress. 

T I ~ E  NEW EBBI'I'T. 
There is probably no hotel in the country that has enter- 

tained more officers of all branches of the service than T h e  
Ebbitt House of Washington. D. C. Early in the present 
year the house changed hands, Mr. G. F. Schutt, a hotel 
man of wide experience and high reputation becoming the 
proprietor. Air. Schutt a t  once had plans prepared for 
improvements that virtually made the house over new. It 
is said that over $70,000 has been expended ; and certainly 
the changes are marked. T h e  entire sleeplng apartments 
have undergone complete renovation ; private baths have 
been installed ; a new cafe has been added ; the lobby, office, 
guests writing rooms and ladies' retiring rooms rearranged 
-and the whole house redecorated and refurnished. 

Electric lighting and refrigerating plants have been 
added ; the entire kitchen equipment is new. In  fact there 
is no hotel in t h e  National Capital more modern or up-to- 
date. 
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The New Ebbitt should specially appeal to the Army 
and Navy because of the years of association. and now that 
it has been modernized and brought to the 
highest degree of efficiency entitled to be 
considered ‘* headquarters.” 

KNICKERBOCKER WATCH Co. 
Attention is called to  the new advertisement of this firm. 

They are making a specialty of wrist watches for the army 
trade. These are now on sale at all Post Exchanges where 
they can be examined. T h e  prices for these watches are 

,remarkably low. 
-?A 

SAVAGE ARMS Co. 
T h e  advertisement of this well known firm appears in  

our advertising department for the first time. 
They are especially advertising the SAVAGE AUTOMATIC 

PISTOL with which many of our readers are familiar. This 
is a TEN SHOT 32-caliber pistol that weighs but a trifle over 
one pound ; it has the features of simplicity. accuracy and 
safety. all important factors in any weapon. 

NEW BOOKS. 
T h e  attention of our members is called to the new books 

being advertised in this number of the CAVALRY JOURNAL. 
Captain Gray’s &‘Cavalry Tactics” is attracting much de- 

served attention, not only for its style of make-up, but more 
particularly on account of the thoroughness in which he has 
culled the records of the Civil War to illustrate the princi- 
ples taught in the book. 

Lieutenant Kruger’s translation of Balck’s Tactics is now 
in press and will be ready for delivery the latter part of this 
month. 

The last edition of this well known book was obsolete. 
This, an  authorized translation, is thoroughly up.to date 
and many references are made to the Russo-Japanese and 
Boer Wars. 

.- r 
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eared of High Quality, Prompb Delivery and Fair Prices. 

WOOD AND STEEL OFFICE FURNI7URE. 
WHte for ear Supply Carahgue. 

Sam1 Dodsworth Book Co., 
s21-23-28 Dotaware streets LEAVENWORTH* KANSAS. 

CA VA LR Y JOURNAL ADVERTISER. 9 
I 

UNIFORMS 
For all Offleers 

Samples and Self Measurements T Blanks sent on Reqaest. 

EQU'PMENTS 
Finest Made 1 

Prlce LIsts on Request 

IWEYER'S MILITARY SHOP, 
1231 Pa. Ave., N. W. Washinaton, 0. C. - 
WHITTEMORE~S POLISHES 
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WE CARRY TEE BEST 
AS IN PATTERNS, 

8o in everything, we are eatie6ed with nothing 
B U T  TEE BEST. 

I THE BIC STORE I 
Hee for yeue enjoyed a libeud patrom fmm army cirrles. We are prepared 
at a moment's notice to supply any furohbinge for tbe Home, or any Drese 
requirement. With oar FIfty-Foar Departments, all supplied with the 
lsteet in their several linee, we are ready for any emergency. 

Mail ordera from any point in the United States will receive prompt 
. attentiou. 

HENRY ETTENSON & SONS DRY GOODS CO. 
LBAVENWORTH, EAN.  Fifth and Cherokee Sts. 

THE STORE OF QUAUTY 

For Over Thirty Yearn! 
We invite you to an inspection of o w  

new Fall stock of Dress Goods 
Silks, Wash Goods. all lines of 
Readp-wWe.ar Garments. includ- 
ing **Sampeck" Clothes for Boys, 
Floor Rugs. Carpsts. Lmoleum. 
Curtains and Curtain Materials. 

D r a ~  W i n g  M e n  en Tbld Fleer 
mdau W L  u Ilu I U L O Y .  modlrta.. 

41446-18 Delaware 81.. 

LEAvEnwoRTH, - KAWSAS. 

~~ 

The 66Pem Ebbitt," 
Washington, D. C. 

Army 8ffd N8Wy 
Headquerters... 

Under  new managemoot a n d  
ent i re ly  remodeled. redecora- 
ted a n d  returniahcd through-  
out, cateriug directly to mem- 
bers ot the service and offer- 
i n g  the refinementa of a 
ntrictly first-class hotel. 

mlw Plu, S3,OO te N.00 per dq. 
e#crsrr plu, $l,OO to s 4 s o o  plw Irl' 

CAVALRY JOURNAL ADVBRTISRR. tt 

20% DISCOUNT TO U. 5. A. OFFICERS. 

WHITYAW 
POLO &NO HUNTING THE CNOLISH POLO 

e W A l l  Pigskin Puttee, A i  a w l i  per Pair - $6 00-m 
(We exmrt thb Puttee to Engh4. jmoce and Germany.) 

The Whltman Offleer's. oomDlete. - 
The Whltman Polo, oom lete. - - 
T h e  Enelleh Polo. compgte.  - - - - - - - - 

We mannfwnre every l ipe  of saddle and mddle-wee and am the role maken of the 
celebrated \Vhiun*n the latter lo mme aeveotytlve different styles. o i i r  factory Ir the man modern eqaipoed and the nolr one la cbe world producing nothinp but 
gverpatnu from ** rradaie'to @par.** Illlu(nr(ed a m l q  I r e .  aU?%Pq,, 
mbjeu to above d l m o n t  

"20. 

' 

Tba YEHLBACR SADDLE CO. Soeoessorn to Wbitmrn Saddle Ce. 
New Vnrk C I C v -  I 06 D Chambers St. 

Cammeyer 
Stam ed on a 

WEW Y O R l  G'"Ave.& Aerrk.'r 20mSt. Urgett 8aoe Store 

Shea: m 
Service 
Boots, 
Shoes 
and 

Leggins. 
Men's Russet Calf Riding Boots, 

Regulation Style ........ ...... $12.00 
Men'e Black Calf Riding Boots, 

Regulation Style ......... ...... 11.00 
Men's Russet Pigskin Staple 

Leggins as shown in cut..., 560 
Men's Pipekin Puttee Leggins .. 5.50 

mws Women*s and caild- 

BiioeLortbrOagbpartEr.  

"CAMMEYER" Style Book 
Mailed Free upon Request. 

rOa'6 shoos CM b ProcUd -- 



cleans the teeth delightfully and thoroughly. 
Destroys decay germs and also by its lasting 
antiseptic action keeps the mouth in that sweet, 
clean, non-acid condition that counteracts 
germ growth. 

Cleans, Preserves, Polishes 
Deliciously and Antiseptically 

The flavor is so delicious that you’ll enjoy 
Ribbon Dental Cream as you never have 
another dentifice. No “druggy” taste but a 
sense of wholesome cleanliness. 

I 

COLGATE & CO., I 199 Fulton Street. Dept. 50. New York. 
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OLT Automatic Pistol c (CALIBER .46) 

THE MOST POWERFUL AUTOMATIC PISTOL MADE. 
clp.cHI a( Ihg.rlne. 7 hot* 
b q l b  0t Barrel. 6 lacbar 
lalgtb over all. 8 Incbea 

OI~AILOQ OT ALL O A T  uoodru, .scut om Reaweat 

REVOLVERS AUTOMATIC PISTOLS 
AUTOMATIC GUNS 6ATL1116 GUNS 

PATENT 
MFO. 

HARTFORD, corn CONW., U. S. A. 
COLT’S FIHE A R M S  

I Uncle Sam Says: 

THE RWDOLPH WWRLITZER eo. 
CINCINNATI. 117 to 191 E. Foartb. CHICAOO. 266-968 W W .  I 

For sa pears Wurl i t i e r  Musical Instruments 

We Supply t h e  United States Government. 
Hundreds of price# cut  in half this year: $100 Cor- 

nets. only 9%); $-? Cornets, only $10; S O  Trombones, 
only $25; $100 Violin Ontfits, only S O ;  %?? Violin O u t  
l t s ,  only $10; S23 Guitar and Mandolin Outlts. only 
$12.50. Free course of music lessons with each inetru- 
ment. Many other rare opportunities in Band Inetru- 
mente, Talking Machinee, Old Violins, Pianoe and every- 
thing musical. Easy monthly payments. Sheet Music 
and instrnction books at half. 

Big oew Catalogue of YurlcrS lostrumenla nod FREE[ supplies. profarrlp tlluatra- A b  a of 
new mode FREE, I f  yon menuon the tll(lLrum8ot yoaare Lolereted 
In. wriwtod.9. 

have been t he  World’s Standard.  

i . ,J 



e* A FEW PRICES I 
TWO PIECE OLIVE DRAB 

W!a% % z s  
$18.00 $21.00 Pleio Work, DO Lioiog, 

Americaoooode, - 
TWO PIECE OLIVE DRAB 

WXhit EgYt 
$38000 S4lo0O Beet Work, fall Liniog, 

ImportedOoode. - 
We bsve msoy otber qoalitiee to otYer. 
Samplea will be forwarded o p o  requeet. 

KANSAS. 
Military Tailor and Outfitter. I 

W ~ ~ # ~ . I I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ :  

Re@ulaS Boots e Eeagins. 
eqrS No. 
768 
786 Tan Calf Boom ....................... 12.00 

Blaok Calf Boot0 .................. $ I  2.00 

762 All Enamel Leather Boots ...... 12.00 
847 Tan Plgskln Puttee ................. 7.00 
848 Tan Cowhlde Puttee .............. 6.00 

SERVICE SHOES %e 
8 I2 Tan Calf, Slngle %le. Bluoher 

y Tan Calf L a d  or Blu- 
Cut ................................... 6.00 

Dnuble'80le .............. 0.00 -..-. . 
I S 1 I TnnCalf, Bluoher Cut, Plaln Toe 0.00 

8 8 1  Tan Calf, Bluteher Cut ............ 6.00 
887 Tan Calf, Bluteher Cut ............ 6 0 

When orderlne Boote. klndly elve SIze 
of Boot or shoe now belng worn. also oalf 
measure over rldlnp breecrhes. I 

Hlexander 
Sixth Avenue and Nlneteenth Street. NEW YORK. 

CAVALRY fOURNAL ADVBRTISBR IS 

La m a l l e  SItation 
mE CHICAGO TERUINAL OF ROCK ISLAM0 LIMES 
is nearest the heart of the city, and the only 
station in Chicago on the elevated railroad loop. 
It is within easy walking distance of all the prin- 
cipal hotels and the businessand shopping district. 

I t  is the newest, most commodious and most 
completely equipped station in Chicago. There 
is ample room. 

The bandsome and convenient women's parlor, 
with maid, nearby telegraphand telephonebooths, 
baggage aod parcel rooms, and a most excellent 
restaurant, patronized regularly by many of Chi- 
cago's prominent business men-these and other 
features make the Rock Island's LaSalle station 
a model of its kind. 
On your next trip East take the Rock Island 

and land in LaSalle Station-you will then know 
the comfort of a wise choice of routes. Several 
fast, well equipped daily trains to Chicago. 

Time tables and information on request. 

City Office 424 Delaware St. 
LEAVENWORTH. 

No. I 6 @  E&ber -ne 

, 1. I#. ALLEN, 
G e n m l  A-t. 
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Our Service The Best 
Whether you travel for the benefit of the service 
or for your own pleasure, you will find Santa Fe 
service closely approaches the military ideal of 
perfection. 

On Your Next Trip 
Travel Santa Fe 

Which is under one management from Chicago 
to California, El Pam, Galveston and Denver. 
Then you will have Pullmans to rest in and live 
on Harvey meals. 

Send for copies of “ California” 
Limited”and “Titan of Chasms.” 
Their perusal will prepare you 
for the good things you’ll get 
when you do travel. 

E. E. HOOK, General Agent. 
Both Phones No. 28. 

428 Delaware Street. LEAVENWORTB, KAN. 

MANUFACTURERS NATIONAL BANK - 
UdtedSt.terDepodtory} WmWeIIw, S t a t e  Depor i tory .  
c.rw mwtw { City Depoeitory 

Capital, S IO0,OOO.OO. Surplus and Profits, $75,000.00 
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Billlard Iylbles tbr prlrate heme II(K a Bpcctal8y. 
The table aa illustrated above hae our guarantee that it ie e q d  to 

my ot oar $2OOm toblea for plaflng porposee. Thie table can be had 
in a M x 7  aim at $8500~ 3x8  table $66.00. 

B meane of the adjustable ta which we sup 1 , it is readily con- 
d i n t o  a bandmorhe Dining orpbnvy Table, 80fzon eaey payment& 

Cstd 
We w r m a i l  book ebowin(t 100 new hot8 on receipt of 2ocaa 

CaRU- -8 C t e a  on rppl-on. 

e ebbowing diffrrent 618~ of tablee on application. 

We'can secure 

Military Book 
for 'you. 



- .  

WUI at once 

-- commend them 

to the 

CiEO. A.- K E S S L E R  & GO. 
.-  SOLE IMPDRT- 

*:NEW YORK AND SAN FRANCISCO., 
March, 1011.- 
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:, A' Mi& of Dibtinctlon 
,which ought to be well known to every Cavalryman, 

' Wbether mce~, private or homshoer-the Check 
Mark on the head of a *~Capewell*~nail. 

Familiarity with this a r k  makes it psp'to tell 
whether or not your horae is being p roF ly  shod. 

the United States, during which time it ?mabeen pat 
to every poesible test, the geaeral uerdict is thiq 
a* The Capewell ** has no equal. It bears the di8tinc- 
tion of possessing Quality. 

No nail is a s Ourrightstothe 
" C a p e  w e 11" exclusive use of 
bhich does not this trade-mark 
have the Check have been sus- 
Mark o m  the  tained in United 
headof each nail Sta tes  Courts 
It's our trade- against imita- 

- 

I After 30 years of use by dhoers in eWbrts of 

-mark. . tors. 

"Quality" Nails' Best 
Cavalry Shoeing 

Because they hold under the most severe strains 
of actih service. m h  cbeap inferior nails there is 
always a &an& tkat they may split, buckle or break 
down the hoof. The gsct of 'Capewell" nails prevents 

. -. -such misfortunes. 

MADE BY 

The Capewell Horse Nail Co., 



B 0 0 K I> E PA K T 11 E ?I 'r 

This Department was organized for the purpose 
of procuring for our Members ant1 Subscribers the 
best and latest Slilitary \Vorks at the lowest practi- 
cable cost. IVith this Object in view, arrangements 
have been made to act as the special. general or sole 
agents of certain publishers, and to procure the 
loN-est terms possible w i t h  others. 

i 

We are i n  touch with the Service Schools and 
have access to the catalogs o f  all Military Pub- 
lishers and are thereby prepared to secure any 
Slilitary Book th:it is i n  print or to advise as to 
the best books o n  any special subject o f  a military 
nature and as to their cost. 

s ~ l ~ ~ c I ~ I l ' ' r I ~  1s A<il . :sc'c  
For the benefit of our Members and Subscribers, the 

U. S. Cavalry Association has arranged to place subscriptions 
for any foreign or domestic periodical. 

Particular attention paid to securing the best terms pos- 
sible on all Military publications. 

As low rates of subscription as those given by any repu- 
table Subscription Agency guaranteed. 

s 0'1' I c E : 
We send all books by prepaid express where possible. 

We wil l not be responsible for books shipped by ordinary mail. 
If the purchaser so desires, books wil l be forwarded by re- 
gistered mail, for which the fee of ten cents will be charged 
extra. 

! 
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J U S T  O U T !  

T A C T I C S  
-BY- 

C O L O N E L  B A L C K ,  
61st Infantry, German Amy, 

Authorized Translation 

W A L T E R  K R U E G E R ,  
Firsf U r f .  a3d Znfanfry. U. S Army. Znstrrrfor Army Szrvire Srhoofs 

BY 

V O L U M E  I. 
IMTRODUCTIOM AND FORMAL TACTICS OF IMFAMTRY 
An epitome of the interpretation and application of tactical principles in 

the variousarmies of the world, amplified by numerous examples from military 
history. Fourth completely revised edition. embracing the lessons learned 
from the Boer War and the Rawo-Japanem War. 

SYNOPSIS OF SUBJECT M A T T E R  : 
1.4rgmixat lon and Egnlpment. IX.-The Attack. 

E-The Formdona X-The Attack on nn Enemy Deployed for 
IIL-Tbe Power of the Flreanns and E x w  Defense. 

XI.-The Deleuse. 
XI1.-The Retreat. 

dients for Minlmlzlng I-. 
A.-The Power of Fleld ArUllery. 
R-Infnntv Flre. 

IV.-The Employment of Infnntry Fire. 
V.-Deploymenca for Actlon. XIV.-The Infantry Combat accordlop (0 

VI.-Machioe Gnnr Forelm Reaulntion8. 
XY.-hpendlture and supply of Ammunl. 

Printed on excellent paper, in clear type, and bound in cloth. Contains 

XIII.40nW+inin8 

VIL-Infantry Venus Cavalry. 
w I . - h f s n t r y  veraru Artillery. 1lOO.  

over 550 pages with many plates in the text. 

PUBLISHERS A S D  CBSERAL AGENTS' 

U. S. CAVALRY ASSOCIATION. F t. Leavenworth, Kan. 
Price : $3.00 postpaid. 

This book is to be used at the Arm Service Schools and should be in the 
library of every officer of the Regular l r m y  and Mil i t ia  who desires to gain a 
working knowledge of Tactics 

llbo EditIoa is Umitod. tberdofe get your ordor In NOW. 

BOOK DEPARTMENT.  

Cavalry Tactics 

As Illustrated by the War of the Rebellion 

-53TOOETH ER- 

With Many Interesting Facts 

Important for Cavalry to Know. 

By Captain ALONZO GRAY, Fourteenth Cavalry. 

P A R T  I .  

Part I of the  above entitled book is now out. It is 
reported, by one of our highest military experts, to  be the 
best work of its kind ever published. 

This part will be issued bound in cloth or paper as de- 
sired so that those so desiring can have the two parts bound 
together when the second part is issued. 

Price, in Cloth, $1.90: Price. in Paper, $1.25, Postpaid. 



BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

MILITARY WORKS PUULISHED BY NE Us S. CAVALRY ASSOCIATION 

T H E  R I F L E  IiV W A R  
__- 

BY CAPTAIN H E N R Y  E. E A M E S ,  Tenth U. S. Infantry. 
lqstructor Department of MI: x i r y  art .  Arm$ Service S c r , d s .  

Second Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 333 pages. 
Illustrated by Numerous Cuts and Many Tables. 

Authorized Text Book. 

PRICE, $2.00, Postpaid. -- * f- 

NOTES O N  F I E L D  A R T I L L E R Y .  
( For Officers of All Arms I 

BY CAPTAIN OLIVER L. S P A U L D I N G ,  JR. 
Fiyth Field Artillery. 

This little book is an expansion and re- 
arrangement of a course of lectures given by 
Captain SPAULDINC in the U. S. Infantry and 
Cavalry School, and has been prepared for pub. 
li-tion in its present form at  the suggestion 
of Maior JOHN F. MORRISON, General Staff, 
Senior Instructor Department of Military Art. 

Boand in Cloth with 2 Xaps and Pocket..$l.tB 

BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

Military Topography. ' 

A TEXT BOOK ON 

MAP READING, 
TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEYING, 

RAPID MILITARY SKETCHING, 
RECONNAISSANCE REPORTS. 

-BY- 

Captain C. 0 SHERRILL, Corps of Engineers, U. S, Army 
Instructor Department of Engineering at the Army Service Schools. 

350 pages, over I 50 plates, maps and drawnings. 
printed in large type and well bound in heavy cloth. 

Well 

A practical work that can be readily understood by 
o5cers and non-commissioned officers who desire to perfect 
themselves in these important subjects. 

Adopted as a Text Book at the A m y  Service Schools. 

Fer sale IIJ tbe Us Ss Cavalry Assoelatloo, Price $2.50, sostage ea#. 



BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

C A V A L R Y  I N  P E A C E  A N D  W A R  
BY GENERAL V. BERNHARDI. 

The Latest Work by tbet Celebrated 

Authority on the use ot Cavalry in War. 

* 
Translated by Major G. T. Jf .  Bridges, D. S. O.,.Fourth # 

Dragoon Guards, with a Preface by General Sir John 
French, G. C. B., G. C. V. 0. 

~ .- 

Authorized Traoslatloa. Prke $2.25. Postpaid. 

PaeW by the U. S. CAVALRY ASSOCIATION. Fort Leavenwmb, Kaa.  

" H O R S E S  A N D  R I D I N G "  
BY EDWARD L. ANDERSON 

---ACTIIOK OF- 

*' Modern Horsemanship.'' '. Curb Snaffle and Spur." 

"Vice in the Horse." etc.. etc. 

~unstmtd witb Forty Half Tone Plates. PWICE. $1.00, postpaid. 

PUBLISHED 6Y- - 
U. S CAVALRY nssoCmTlON, Fsrt leave ewe^ Kansas 

BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

MILITARY WORKS PUBLISHED BY ME U, S, CAVALRY ASSOCIATIOW 

Individual and Combined Military Sketching 
BY CAPT. EDWIN T. COLE, Sisth U. S. Infantry, 

-AN- 

CAPT. E D W A R D  R. STUART,  Corps of Bngineers, U. S. A .  

An up-to-date work which gives the very latest methods of making 
military contoured maps, as taught at the School of the Line and the Staft 
College at Fort Leavenworth. and adopted by the Department of Practical 
Military Engineering at the U. S. Military Academy. 

L SOLDIER'S SCORE BOOK 
FO K 

U. S. MAGAZI  N E RIFLE 

BY CAPT. C H A R L E S  E. STODTER. Ninth U. S. Cuunlry. 
FOURTI( E DlflON [ REVISE0 1 

_-.- 

A handy score oook of a suitable size for the pocket. 
It has the targets drawn to scale, with vertical lines 

showing the change made by moving the rear sight one or 
more points, and the horizontal lines show the change caused 
by moving the sight up  or down. It contains directions for 
use and suggestions and instructions. 

PRICE, 1Oc (not.) Postage Paid on Lots of 100 or Mora 



BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

/ A Study in Troop Leading 

Management of the Sanitary Service in War  
By MAJOR JOHN F. JIORRISOS, General Staff, C. S. A. 

MAJOR EDWARD L. JIUXSOS. hledical Corps, U. S. A. 
-ASD- 

This book is intended to illustrate at  once. under n*sumed conditions of 
battle, the leading of troops and the management of a sanitary service coiirdi- 
nate therewith, and thereby give some idea of the inter-dependent and de- 
tailed operations of the tactical and smitary niechclnism of a large military 
unit in modern war. 

PRICE. BOUND IN CLOTH, $1.25, Net. 

Agent: The U. S. CAVALRY ASSOCIATION, Ft. Leavenworth, Kaasas 

Military Memoirs of a Confederate 
BY G E N E R A L  E. P. A L E X A N D E R .  

_-.- - 

"The greatest of all books dealing with the Civil War." 

A critical Military History of all the campaigns of the 

Army of Northern Virginia and also that of Chickamauga, in 

all of which the author was an active participant. 

Agent: U. S. Cavalry Association. Price, $4.00. 

BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

Sole &+gent f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  SLates 
FOR THE GERMAN OFFICIAL ACCOUNT 

-~ OF THE- 

Russo-Tapanese War 
J 1  

Authorized Translation By KARL VON DONAT. 

VOL, I.-"THE YALU." (Nine A j ~ m d i c ~ s  and Six .Kujs.) 
VOL IL-" WA-FAN-Got?.*' 

VOL IV.-**THE SCHA-HO." ( W i t h  vol .  of mapz.) 

I Fhr Rflpendires and Ehvm Maps.) 
VOL, III.-'*THE BATTLE OF LIAO-YAS." 

VOL. V.-"RAID O S  PIS-KOU ASD BATTLE OF SAS-DE-PU." 

Volumes I, II and 111, 83.25 eacb. Volume I\', 81.00. Volume V, 83.00. 
HUGH REES, Ltd., Loodoo. 

Best 4ccmnt of this War yet FbbfiJhed.- 

The U. S. Cavalry Association is SDecial Anent for the 

following and other Military Books published by 

HUGH REES, Ltd., London. 

6RANl'S CAMPAIGNS: "ne Wilderness and Cold Harbor,"-Atkioson.. 32.00 
2.75 CAVALRY STUDIES, Strateglcal as8 Tactlea', --Maj.-Gen. H a i ~  ......... 

CAVALRY IN ACTION, 11 the Wa:s of the Future.--FOrmby.. ............. 2.00 . 

CAVALRY ON SERVICE-V, PBIet-Narbnaae.-Traoslatione b y  Major 
D' A. Legard ...................................................... 2.75 

CAVAUlY IN THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR-cou~t Guetav W r a W  - - I -0 3 
CAVALRY m, INFAmY ad otller bays-Lt.-Col. Maude ............ 2.00 
CAVALRY I# FUTURE WAR$,-Gen. V. Berobardi ....................... 3.00 
MILITARY HISTORY AppHed to Mdsrn W~llirel-D00a*deoO..... ...... 2.00 
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BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

Officers’ Manual 
?3e WHAT’S WHAT of the &my. 

By Captain JAMES A. MOSS, 24th Infantry. 

THIRD EDITION, R E V I S K ~  A N D  ENLARGED. 

I .  WHAT has experience shown to be t h e  best way to command a 
company. and also the best method of regulating the administration of a post? 

WHAT reports, returns. estimates and requisitions are rendered 
by. and what are the usual duties of company commanders, adjutants. quarter- 
masters. commissaries. aidesde-camp, recruiting officers, etc.? When a r t  the 
reports submitted, what blank forms are used, what A m y  Regulation para- 
graphs and War Department orders bear on the subject, etc.? 

WHAT are the usual dutiesof company and other non-commissioned 
otfcers? 

WHAT is the present organization of the Army. and what is the 
meaning of such expressions as “Rank and File.” “Field and Staff,” “The 
Line.” “Field Officers.” etc.? 

WHAT does an officer do  upon joining his regiment - how does he 
report for duty, what report does he make. etc. ? 

WHAT are the ‘*customs of the service.” social and official? 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

These and hundreds of other questions of a practical, worth- 
knowing nature are answered in ‘‘ OFFICERS MANUAL.” 

The First Edition (t$OO Copies), Lasted Four Months, 
and the Second (8500 Copies), Twelve Months. 

GENERAL AGENCY: U. So Cavalry Association, ft. ~savamrih, bo 
PHILIPPINE ABEMCY: P w t  Exakage, Fort Wm. IYoKialey. 

PRICE, Q2.60, Postpaid. 

NON-COMMISSIOXED OFFICERS MANUAL 
By Captain JAS. A. MOSS, 24th Infantry 

1‘ x:Ox.comi~ss~os ED OFFICE RS’ 11 A S  UA L 
Is to the Son-commissioned Officer wha t  

Officers’ Manual is to t h e  Officer. 
-. .- 

The SOUL of this book consists o f  the condensed and collated experi- 
ences of over tifty ( 50 ) old and experienced noi1,comrnissioned otticers. 

The Cheapest Military Book Ever Sold in this Country, 525 pagee 
Prioe, $1.50. postpaid. 

~- - 

A Llberal Dleoount on Orders of I O  or More Coples 

PRIVATES’ MANTJAL 
By Captain JAS.  A. MOSS, 24th Infantry 

PKIV-I’rES’ 1IASC.AL is to t h e  Private what S 0 S . C O J I -  

Son. cotii in i ssi on ecl 0 ffice r. 
JIISSIOSED OFFICERS’ NASL-.AL is to the 

Price, 50 Cents, Postpaid. 
A Llberal Dleoount on Orders of 50 or More Coplee. 

THE STORY OF A T ~ o o r  MESS 
By Captain JAS. A. MOSS, 24th Infantry. 

Any organizatilm commander \vho will but follo\v the- sitnple system 
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FIELD TRAINING V S  TARGET PRACTICE. 

BY CAPTAN E. E. BOOTH. SEVENTI1 CAVALRY. 

N.. making the report recommending changes in the Provi- I sional Small Arms Firing Manual directed in Circular NO. 
80, War Department, 1910, it is thought that cavalry officers 
should keep in mind the scheme of instruction for the "Training 
of the Mobile Army," prescribed in General Orders No. 7, 
War Department, 1911. 

The target practice prescribed in Provisional Small Arms 
Firing Manual, 1909, requires so much time during the season 
of the year when outdoor work is practicable as to seriously 
interfere with the instruction of cavalry in  its mounted duties. 

Experience proves that when troops have the routine gar- 
rison duty to perform such as guard, inspections, an occasional 
review, and time lost by bad weather, etc., etc., that it takes 
approximately three months to complete the entire prescribed 
courses in target practice, consisting of: 

1. Gallery practice. 
2. Marksman's course. 
3. Sharpshooter's course. 
4. 

tice only. No regular practice. 
5. Proficiency test. 

Field practice, minimum amount of instruction prac- 
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6. Expert rifleman's test. 
7. Revolver practice, 
8. Estimating distance drill. 
The gallery practice prescribed by the 1909 firing manual 

requires nearly as much time as does the marksman's course. 
It is possible, with good weather and nothing else to do, to com- 
plete the course in some less than three months, provided that 
only the minimum prescribed instruction practice in each course 
is fired and the courses are rushed through with all possible 

However, so long as the standing is published, and the pro- 
ficiency of the troops is compared with each other and with the 
infantry, most troop commanders will devote all the time they 
can get to target practice, so as to make as good a showing as 
ppsible, without regard to how much the instruction along other 
lines, which is not published. is neglected. 

It should be remembered that the cavalryman has three 
arms, while the infantryman has but one. Present regulations 
require the same rifle practice for the cavalry as for the infantry. 
In addition, the cavalryman is expected to be proficient with his 
pistol and saber. After completing the rifle practice the infantry 
has three to four weeks for instruction in drills and field maneu- 
vers, which the cavalry should devote to pistol practice. 

The results are that the majority of the cavalry organiza- 
tions go to maneuvers with hardly a day's instruction in scout- 
ing, patrolling, advance and rear guard and all the other duties 
pertaining to the subject of security and information, and for- 
mations for attack and defense, both mounted and dismounted. 
In brief, the cavalry has practically no instruction in those duties 
which it is expected to perform in time of war, and for which 
it is primarily maintained. By the time maneuvers are over 
and the annual practice marches are completed, it is so late in 
the season that weather permitting outdoor work is at best very 
short. Consequently, most of the entire open season of the year 
is devoted to target practice. 

There is no doubt but that a high state of efficiency in 
marksmanship increases the efficiency of any arm of the service, 
but the same may be said of other duties. It would be almost 
ideal if our cavalry, in addition to being thoroughly instructed in 
the performance of its legitimate duties, was as well instructed 

speed. 

. 
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in all infantry duties as is our infantry. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, there is a limit to the open season of the year. 

As it is practically impossible in addition to the prescribed 
target practice thoroughly to train a cavalry soldier in all the 
duties required of him by our present regulations, in one enlist- 
ment period, the actual results, generally speaking, areJhat 
instruction in mounted field work is sadly neglected. i I t  is 
believed that officers who have attended the various maneuver 
camps the last two years will agree that the average trooper is 
woefully deficient in all mounted work in maneuver exercises. 

While it is necessary for the cavalryman to be familiar 
with the powers and limitations of his rifle, to know how to 
use it, and to be able to shoot with a reasonable degree of a m -  
racy at short and mid-range. it is believed to be a serious mis-. 
take to teach shooting almost to the entire exclusion of other 
instruction. Generally speaking, the cavalryman uses his rifle 
when he can no longer ride his horse. 

I t  may be argued that exceptional proficiency in target 
practice gives additional morale. Therefore for our cavalry to 
have less practice than the infantry might tend to make it timid 
when engaging the enemy's infantry. While this may be true 
to a limited extent, it is believed that it would be more than 
offset by its confidence that it could out-ride, out-scout and out- 
maneuver any other arm of the service. A cavalryman will 
come more nearly performing the duties expected of him in 
time of war if he is taught to regard his horse of more impor- 

It is noticed at maneuvers that there is a tendency on the 
part of too many cavalry officers to dismount to fight on foot 
as soon as the enemy is sighted. It is believed that this is the 
natural result of a system of instruction which devotes so much 
time to rifle firing and so little to the legitimate duty of a 
mounted command. 

All will admit that expertness in marksmanship is most 
desirable, provided it can be attained without neglecting instruc- 
tion in more important duties. That there are other duties for 
our cavalry more important than dismounted fire action, all must 
admit who accept our present Field Service Regulations as 
authoritative. In addition, it is believed that the history of the 
cavalry operations in the civil war shows that the best cavalry, 

P 

4 tance than his rifle. 
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that is the cavalry which most nearly met all the requirements 

tire action 
It is believed that the course in target practice outlined 

below will insure each troopr being sufficiently well trained in 
marlcsmanship to enable him to use his rifle effectively in dis- 
mounted action and that there will be sufficient time to thor- 
oughly instruct him in his mounted duty, namely, the care of 
his horse, patrolling, reconnoitering, advance and rear guard, 
screening, formations for attack and defense, etc., etc. 

This training should, however, follow in logical sequence, 
and the amount of time devoted to each should be in propor- 
tion to its relative importance. In determining its relative im- 
portance the special characteristics of cavalry should be kept 
in mind. Without going into all the details of its organization 
and equipment it is &dent to remember that the functions of 
cavalry, that is the functions for which it was organized and is 
maintained, are more nearly fulfilled when the trooper, the 
mount, and the special equipment act as a composite unit. Take 
away either one and the cavalryman in all the name implies n o  
longer exists. 

A study of our Field Service Regulations and other author- 
ities on the subject of the action of cavalry in campaign shows 
that the following is the order in which it generally will be 
called on to exercise its various duties. Furthermore, they show 
the relative importance of its action and its methods of fighting. 

of cavalry in war, did not place its chief reliance on dismounted 

. 

1st. Screening, scouting, and reconnoitering. 
2d. The mounted charge. 
3d. Dismounted fire action. 
In  order to perform all the duties expected of it in time 

of war the cavalry should be proficient in all, for each is "cry 

largely dependent upon the other. 
In order to cover the entire subject each year, a systematic 

and logical course should be laid out and adhered to. The fol- 
lowing is suggested: 

November zst to March 30th. Instruction in care of arms, 
equipment. mounted and dismounted drill and other gymnastics; 
sighting drills, position and aimings drills, and, where facilities 
permit, gallery practice Non-commissioned officers’ school, to 
include instruction in riding and must include instruction in map 

~ j .-, . . - . - -._ -7 - 
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reading. The last is very important, for no man can find his 
way through an unknown country with any degree of certainty, 
even if provided with a map, unless he is able to read a map. 
This instruction should go further than simply learning to fol- 
low a road. 

Individual- horsemanship, school 
of the trooper and school of the squad. The ability to ride 
impliessomething more than being able to sit on a horse’s back. 
A man trained in the methods taught at the Mounted Service 
School will be able to control his horse under all conditions and 
will be able to get more oat of him with less fatigue to both the 
rider and horse than a man trained under the old method.* 

Troop, squadron, and regimental 
close order drill and pistol practice. Some close order drill is 
valuable for disciplinary purposes and to teach unity of  actio^ 
If any part of the course must be omitted it should be the close 
order drill, excepting so mnch as is necessary to insure the troop 
going through the occasional ceremonies with some degree of 
credit. 
. June zst to June loth. Patrolling, reconnaissance, screen- 
ing, ahvance and rear guard and formations for attack and 
defense, both mounted and dismounted. If other ground is 
available the troop drill ground should not be used. From the 
handling of the patrol to the formations of the troop for com- 
bat the dispositions and formations should be made in accord- 
ance with the ground and the assumed conditions of the enemy. 
Normal formation should be avoided as one would avoid poison. 
The patrols should be taught how to take advantage of the 
ground to extend their observations and at the same time con- 
cealing themselves from the view of the enemy. 

Squadron and regimental field exer- 
cises. 

April 1st to April 30th. 

May 1st to May 31st. 

July 1st to July ~ 1 s t .  

August zsf to ~ 1 s t .  Maneuvers. 
September zst to 25th. Annual practice march. 
September 15th to October 3zst. Target practice. As 

much time as possible after completing the known distance pac- 
tice should be devoted to “Field Practice.” 

+As the writer is not a graduate of the Mounted Service School, the 
statement is based upon observations. 
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Maneuvers are supposed to be the culmination of the sea- 
m ’ s  field training, but under the present system they are, gen- 
erally speaking, “the beginning and the end.” Unless the reg- 
ular troops can be given some such course of instructions as 
outlined above, they are no more prepared to benefit from the 
maneuvers than the militia. Enlistment is not sufficient in itself 
to qualify a soldier for field sen-ice. 

On account of the militia it will be impracticable to hold 
all the maneuver in the month of August. 4 If held earlier a 
part of the close order drill should be omitted: if held later the 
practice march could be made before going to the maneuvers, 
or the time devoted to target practice. If only the regular 
troops were to be considered the maneuvers might better be held 
during October. This arrangement would enable all the troops 
to complete their target practice before going to the maneuvers. 
This would be ideal. 

If the troop has previously been well trained in individual 
horsemanship and close order drill, the courses suggested for 
the months of April and May could be modified. The impor- 
tant point is that the troop be thoroughly trained in tactical field 
problems from patrolling to combat before going to maneuvers. 
If target practice is had before going to maneuvers, there is not 
time enough left for the field training. 

In addition to being the logical order of instruction, the 
members of the troop wit1 take more interest if held at this 
time because they have the maneuvers to look forward to as 
an opportunity to display their ability in field work. -And, 
finally, it should be remembered that cavalry is intended for 
mounted work. I f  this were not true there would be no use for 

. cavalry. A troop which has been thoroughly instructed in target 
work, but has had no instruction in its legitimate duties in field 
work, may be good mounted infantry, but it is not cavalry. 

COS1 M ENTS ON PROPOSED PISTOL .4SD R I  PLE PRACTICE. 

Pist ol Prnct icc. 
As it 

is much more difficult to become a good shot mounted than dis- 
mounted, he should be given more mounted practice. T h e  pro- 

The cavalryman generally uses his pistol mounted. 
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posed course prescribes enough dismounted practice to teach the 
soldier how to use his pistol; but his qualification is in mounted 
work only. It is almost certain that any man who shoots well 
mounted is a good shot dismounted. 

The important thing, however, is to reduce the rifle prac- 
tice now prescribed so that some time each year can be devoted 
to other work. 

Rifle Practice. 
Cavalry should never be expected to use long distance firing 

for hours and days as is expected of the infantry. The dis- 
mounted action usually required of cavalry will be at the shorter 
ranges and of short and decisive character. The instruction 
practice is sufficient to familiarize the soldier with his rifle; the 
record practice is primarily intended to determine his relative 
proficiency. One score will do this as well as tyo. 

For Cavalry. 
As prescribed by the Provisional Small Arms Firing Man- 

ual with the following modifications : 
Paragraph 60, after the sentence ‘‘Troops firing special 

course A, take both the instruction and record practice therein, 
regardless of the scores made in the second trial of the gallery 
practice test.” Add ‘rFor cavalry when the soldier has once qual- 
ified at gdlery practice or has fired one season on the range, 
only such gallery practice as the troop commander deems neces- 
sary will be required.” 

. 

I 

Slow Fire. 
Paragraph 138. 

Sight. The Battle Sight will be used for one score instruc- 

Targets “A” at 200 and 300 yards; IrB” ’ 

ut 500 yards. 

tion practice at all of the ranges. 

(See “Targets,” Part 6, Chapter 1.) 

Rapid Fire. 
Same as paragraph 139 Provisional Small Arms Firing 

Manual, omitting the sentence “For Tnfantry and Coast Artil- 
lery, the bayonet will be fixed.” 
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MARKSMAN’S COURSE. 

Rapid Fire. 
Battle Sight Only Will Be Used. 

a10 U. S. CA VALR Y JOURNAL. 

S k r m i d  Fire. 
The same as paragraph 140, Provisional Srmll Arms Fir- 

ing Manual, omitting instruction relative to the 600 yards firing 
point and changing the number of shots and the time limit to 
agree with the attached table. 

Paragraph 87. After the sentence “All officers enumerated 
in the above table of over 15 years commissioned, or commis- 
sioned and enlisted service in the Regular Army, or who have 
completed five regular seasons’ practice, or who have qualified 
as expert riflemen, are authorized, but not required, to fire,” 
add ‘rFor c d r y ,  should the soldier fail to qualify in the marks- 
mas’s course in his @st twget season, first enlistment period, 
ke d l  each target season tbeaf ter  be required to shoot a 
m a r h u w r n  of one score irrstructbn practice and the record prac- 
rice prescribed in the above table until he qnulijies. Any soldier 
who qudifiss in any course d l  not again fire the regular prac- 
:ice, in :hut course, in his current enlistment.” 

Field Practice. 

. -  

. 

- 

Instruction practice only, as prescribed in paragraphs 189 
and 190. 

Proficiency Test. 
As prescribed in paragraphs 351 to 356 inzlusive. 

MARKSMAN’S COURSE. 

Slow Fwe. 

- - 
RECORD PRACTICE. - INSTRUCTION PRACTICE. 

Position. Time 
Limit 

~~ 

Re uired 
Scores. for Btlali- 

ficatlon. I 

a 

MARKSMAN’S COURSE. 

Skirniish F i ~ e .  
--.-- 

ILECORL, PRACTICE. I 1NSTRVCTIOX PYAC71CB. 

-- 
RECORD W I A C T K E .  IPSSTPUCTION PRACTICh 

Position. , $2:. Scores. 
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In  targets “Q’ and “R” only hits on the paper silhouette 

Paragraph 349, amended to  read as follows: 
The requirements for qualification as revolver shot-All 

who are required o r  authorized to fire the mounted course, and 
who make a total of t o  points, will be quaJified as revolver shot; 
any u*ho make a total of 24 points will be qualifird os “expert 
revolver shot.” 

will be scored. 
SHARPSHOOTER’S COURSE. 

Timed Fire. 
.- ._ .- -_ .. --.. . - 

RECORD PRACI‘ICE. 

REVOLVER PRACTICE. 

Dismounted. 
Instruction Practice. 

Target. 1 $:,“,e, 1 Scores. 
... 

EXPERT K~FLEMAN’S TEST :-A: Vow Prescrided. 

Revolver Practice. 

Paragraph 241, amended to read as follows: 
TARGET “N.” A rectangle 6 feet high and 4 feet wide, 

with black circular bullseye 5 inches in diameter. Value of hit 
therein, 10. Seven rings with diameters as follows: . 
(1) 8% inches.. ......................... .value of hit 9 
(2) I2 inches.. .......................... value of hit 8 
(3) 15% inches ............................ value of hit 7 
(4) 19 inches ............................ value of hit 6 
( 5 )  22% inches ............................ value of hit 5 
(6) 26 inches.. .......................... value of hit 4 
(7) 46 inches.. ........................ ..value of hit 3 
(8) Outer remainder of target.. ........................ 2 

TARGET “Q.” A steel skeleton frame representing a soldier 
in the standing position, covered with cloth and with black paper 
cut as a silhouette to the shape of the frame. Each Itit scorcd 
os I .  

TA GET “R.” A skeleton steel frame representing a soldier 
mounted covered with cloth and with black paper cut as a sil- 

only count. Value of hits direct or ricochet on a t r ~  part of 
figwe to be scored as I .  

houettte i o the shape of the frame. Hits in the black silhouette 

No 1 Minimum 
limit. of one 

score I at each I range. 

N IO Minimum 
seconds. of one 

N score 
at each 
-@* - 

REVOLVER PRACTICE. 

Mounted. 
___ _ _ - _  _. __---__- 

INITRUCTION PRACTICE. 
__- -____ 
RECORD PRACTICE. 

Paper Targets Q Figure 
on B Frame. 1 Target Q. 

Figcre 
Targets Q. 

Gait. I Shots. 

I 

lop. I 

-- 
Gal- I 25 

Figure Targets R. 

Five targets. I T w o  target& 

Gait Shots. ! Gait. Shota ---- I l l  I lop. mum , I of 
I I 1 2 5  i 

I Gal- 5 
, Gallop./ to 1 lop. j - ........... ................. - .... _.I__I_- 
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Paragraph 215, amended as follows: 
Under the word “Course,” opposite the word “Cavalry,” 

change to read irrshurrion practice morclrted and dismounted. 
Record practice, mounted. 

Any man who qualifies as a “revolver shot” should be given 
one dollar per month additional pay; any man who qualifies as 
an “expert revolver shot” should be given two dollars per month 
additional pay. 

It  is easier to make 320 points in the dismounted course 
than it is 24 points in the mounted course. 

i 
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CAVALRY TRAINING AND TARGET PRACTICE. 

(Comments on the foregoing article by CAPTAIN BOOTH.) 
S the  cavalrymen satisfied with the present infantry ride 1 for their long range weapon? 
From the almost unanimous vote of the Fort Leavenworth 

Branch of the U. S. Cavalry Association, at a recent meeting, 
it would appear that the rifle as now issued does not meet the 
special needs of the cavalry. 

At this meeting the advantages and disadvantages of the 
present infantry rifle were very thoroughly brought out with 
the result that the cavalry officers here are not satisfied with it. 
The advantages of a flat trajectory for long ranges and the 
knowledge of having as good a weapon as our infantry pos- 
sesses (the latter is probabty not true of the rifle as cavalry 
must use it, for its sights have been found in practice to be too 
light to bear the usage, even at drill; likewise the magazine 
mechanism has been found in practice to get out of order too 
easily when the rifle is jounced up and down in the boot on a 
horse at a trot) are more than outweighed by its clumsiness 
to the trooper on horseback; its length and therefore greater 
twisting or pendulum motion when carried on the saddle; its 
delicate sights, and its delicate magazine niechanism. 

In the hands of the infantryman, no doubt none of these 
faults obtain. For under all conditions in which an infantry- 
man finds himself he can and will care for his rifle. I t  may be 
the means of saving his life. This is not so with the cavalry- 
man, who has other weapons to equally care for and for use 
in case of need, the horse, pistol and saber. 

Other reasons for arming the cavalry with a long range 
weapon designed to meet the special needs of cavalry are log- 
ically set forth in the following summary of what cavalry needs 
on this subject, which has been submitted by a cavalryman at 
Fort Leavenworth. 
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PLAN. 

. C  

Prmkw r. The cavalry is a special corps belonging to the 
army and is in the same category with the engineers, signal 
troops, medical corps and field artillery. 

As a special corps, it should devote all the 
twelve months’ period of training each year to perfecting itself 
in the use of its special weapons, in the perfection of its special 
methods of attaining its special ends, just as do the field, ar- 
tillery, engineers and signal troops. 

Its special weapons are the horse, saber, pistol 
and long range weapon (“carbine” or “cavalry rifle”). 

Its special methods are laid down in the Cav- 
alry Drill Regulations, except in the use of its long range weapon. 
For the latter the infantry firing regulations govern. 

Its special ends are to be determined from 
the study of the most accepted works on. tactics and strategy 
and from the lessons of our own cavalry in the latter part of 
the Civil War, which will enable us to apply the principles of 
the most accepted modern works on tactics and strategy to the 
peculiar traits of Americans and American terrain. 

Premise 2. 

Premise 3. 

Premise 4. 

Premise 5. 

PRESENT CONDITIONS OR FACTS. 

r.  The cavalry is not efficient: it has not the true cavalry 
spirit of dash, energy, sureness developed to the degree it is 
capable of and that it is imperative it should have to be success- 
ful on the battlefield. 

t. Why? Answer: Lack of training. Why the latter? 
Answer: Lack of time. Again, why the latter? Too much 
time spent in emulating and competing with the infantry in the 
use of the infantry rifle. 

The cavalry is proficient in the use of one of its four 
arms only, Viz., the infantry rifle. 

It is deficient in the use of the horse, the saber, the 
pistol. In the use of patrols, in sending messages and reports, 
in scouting and in the proper employment of larger bodies, such 
as squadrons, regiments or brigades, in conjunction with other 
forces. 

, 
3. 

4. 

L; ,. 
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DEDUCTIONS. 

I. We should arm the cavalry with a cavalry rifle de- 
signed to meet the special needs of the cavalry, but using the 
same ammunition as the infantry rifle. Why? In order to 
overcome many of the faults of the present infantry rifle 
(which is well suited to the needs of the infantry) and obtain 
a more &able cavalry weapon: and espe_cially to automatically 
disassociate from the minds of cavalrymen that they can or 
may compete with the infantry on the target range. 

We would have the whole outdoor training period to 
use in perfecting ourselves along our own special lines, un- 
harassed by preparing for, attending and furnishing such large 
details to assist in conducting competitions. 

A cavalry firing regulations for the cavalry rifle (or 
carbine), including regulations or manuals for the saber and 
pistol, all in one book, should be prepared and issued to the 
cavalry. 

-4 scheme of instruction, progressive in character .and 
covering the individual and collective duties of the cavalry, 
should be followed by the cavalry at each post during the whole 
twelve months. This scheme in its broad estent to emanate 
from the chief of staff, being put into practice in detailed form 
at each cavalry post. 

Would not the cavalry then become contented, studious, 
trained, full of esprif de corps, and ready to act its part at ma- 
neuvers or in battle? 

Would not the tendency of cavalrymen to always dis- 
mount to fight on foot, displayed in the war game, or map 
problems, or on the maneuver ground, be overcome by teach- 
i n g  them the possibilities of the other weapons and by taking 
away the infantry rifle? The infantry rifle, I believe, is abso- 
lutely unsuited to cavalry. The infantry rifle hangs like a 
stone to the cavalryman’s neck, slowing up the whole cavalry 
service. 

In war the difference in efficiency of a lighter, shorter, 
long-range weapon would not be noticeable beyond 600 yards, 
due to the inability to estimate the range correctly beyond 600 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 
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yards. No doubt the Ordnance Deptment could now improve 
4 the present rifle and could design one especially adapted for 
cavalry uses, which, barring competitions with the infantry on 
the target range, would enable the cavalry to maintain a morale 
equal to that of the infantry. 

I n  other words, I don't believe that the cavalry would go 
into battle feeling that it was armed with a long-range weapon 
one bit inferior to that that the enemy's infantry possessed. 

Would not the arming of the cavalry with a CAVALRY 
rifle or carbine have an automatic effect in restraining the 
higher commanders at maneuvers from using the cavalry so 
often for infantry work? Especially would not its proficiency 
in the use of the other arms become so weU known that the 
higher commander would trust them to charge or to act with 
that freedom necessary to the successful employment of cavalry 
when the three arms are combined? 

These suggestions are radical, I admit, in part, but I be- 
lieve that nothing but a radical change will cure our evils. I 
am aware of Captain Booth's suggestions for a change in the 
firing regulations to meet cavalry needs. These ideas harmon- 
ize with his detailed plan, but I go further. I would by this 
exposition lay the whole matter bare, and by discussion in a 
board or in the general staff, or both, build up from certain 
basic principles a system of regulations for the cavalry and a 
scheme of instruction for it, just as independent of infantry 
regulations and schemes of instruction for them as has been 
done for the field artillery. Two or three years would, in my 
opinion, see a Aattering improvement in the cavalry. For they 
are in the spirit for it now; they are awake and realize from 
colonel to private how deficient they are, and a well thought 
out scheme of instruction (have a good board spend a year 
or more on it if need be) would be seized with an impulse that 
would be felt, I am sure. 

Perhaps these ideas are not as clearly or as forcibly ex- 
pressed as they might be, but I wish to send them on for what 
they are worth, and because by improving the cavalry we im- 
prove the army, and keep step with the other ams.  

U. S. CA VALR Y JOURNAL. 
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For some time there has been a growing feeling in our 
semce that we were not giving sufficient time to training our 
mounts, and, coincidently. to training our men in horseman- 
ship. For the purpose of .comparison, one of the members of 
the executive committee of the Cavalry Association tried to 
get a detailed statement of how a squadron in each foreign 
service divided the time available for instruction. 

In  all cases it was found that the instruction given was 
left principally to the squadron commander (corresponds to 
our troop commander), who wus held responsible for results, 
and who was given the necessary freedom of baction to enable 
him to obtain. results. Squadron commanders were forbidden 
to use any set scheme of instruction and required to so divide 
the time that all their men should be well instructed in all their 
duties. 

The fear in which squadron commanders stood of their 
regulations forbidding the use of a set scheme of instruction, 
together with the fact that they frequently instruct different 
sets of their men in different subjects at the same time, made 
it impossible to obtain the desired information in a form in 
which it could be tabulated for publication. Not being require: 
to have a certain kind of drill on a certain day, they will, for 
example, detail the poorest horsemen for instruction in riding, 
while others are exercised in patrolling and carrying messages. 
From the replies received it was possible, however, to learn 
that all foreign services give at least twice as much time to 
caring for their horses, including exercising the ones not used 
at drill, as does the average troop in our service. They give 
probably ten times as much time and attention as do we to 
horse training and field exercises other than maneuvers, such 
as patrolling, carrying messages and battle exercises on a small 
scale on varied ground. 

On the other hand, they give comparatively little time to 
mounted drill as pure drill on a parade ground, and they do not 
have a target practice season that practically eclipses all else 
for from one to three months of the best season of the year. 
Their men are sufficiently instructed in rifk practice, but in- 
struction in this one arm is not allowed to stop instruction with 
the cavalryman's first and most important weapon-the horse. 

. 
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While our cav& does not need to go’to Europe for its 

alry gives its first thought to horsemanship and horse training 
leads one to thw we might well consider a radical change in 
our system of instruction. 

< ideas, sti l l  the fact that in practically all other armies the cav- 

E. 
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GENERAL WESLEY MERRITT. 

BY LIBUTSNAWT COLONKL EBEN SWIFT, EIGHTH CAVAUY. 

ESLEY MERRITT was born in New York and went W with his family at an early age to Illinois in 1840. I t  
is hard to realize what that journey meant at that time and 
that it was taken Sy men and women of this generation. In 
1840 the “Fast Express” took three days to cover the trip from 
New York tb Philadelphia. Thsllre to Pittsburg the journey 
was made by stage, then down the river by boat to St. Louis, 
from which point wagons were brought to carry the family of 
pioneers over to Southern Illinois, where a thou&nd acres of 
prairie land was waiting for them. 

Merritt was graduated in the class of 1860 at the Military 
Academy. In scholarship he was 
rated at the middle of his class and in the other soldierly qua& 
ties he was near the head. His first assignment was to the 
Second Dragoons, which was serving in Utah. He soon at- 
tracted the attention of General Philip St. George Cooke and 
was made A. A. A. General of the District and Adjutant of 
the regiment. At the same station were a number of officers 
of Southern birth, including Buford and Gibbon, who, with 
Merritt from Southern Illinois and Cooke from Viiginia, were 
entirely loyal to the cause of the government, but were not in 
sympathy with the ultra-abolitionists of that day. Party spirit 
ran high and political discassions may have led these men of 
conservative opinions to express themselves too freely and per- 
haps caused them to be misunderstood. At all events, they 
were reported to Washington for disloyalty, and their career 
as soldiers was in danger, as suspicion poisoned many a cup 
in those days. The matter in some way came to the knowledge 
of General C d e ,  who promptly ordered the arrest of the 
officers who sent the report. The adjutant put on his full 

H e  was 24 years of age. 
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uniform and started out to find the offenders and to  read the 
order to them in fonnal style. He found the first of them 
playing a game of billiards in the Sutler store, and, suddenly 
forgetting all about his official mission, he proceeded to  take 
personal satisfaction at once. This incident is a good example 

. -  

of his impetuous temper, a quality which he often considered a 
fault, but which he won  schooled himself to hold in complete 
subjection. The injurious reports, fortunately, were headed off 
a d  the officers who made them, strange as it may seem, re- 
ceived slight recognition during the war. 

L... . ... - . . 
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In 1861 the regiment marched to Fort Leavenworth. mak- 
ing a record march for cavalry, when we consider the distance, 
the lack of forage and the excellent condition of men and 
horses at the end. 

The regiment soon found itself on the Peninsula, with 
Cooke as chief of cavalry and Merritt as aide on his staff. 
\Vhen Cooke in sorrow and disgust left the Army of the Po- 
tomac, Merritt went with him, but returned on the advice of 
Cooke and acted as aide on the staff of General Stoneman 
during the Richmond raid of 1863. The story of the Northern 
cavalry of those days was inglorious. Its most dangerous enemy 
was at .Army Headquarters, and not at the front. Cavalry gen- 
erals often had to fight their own high commanders in rear, 
and the result was sometimes as disastrous as defeat by the 
enemy. The cavalry had no good chance until Sheridan a p  
peared and in strong words which we must not forget, refused 
to accept the r d e  that had been given him. That was not until 
1864. but light did begin to dawn under Hooker’s brief regime. 
Merritt v a s  then captain and after the Stoneman raid he joined 
the regiment to find himself in command-not an uncommon 
incident among junior officers in those days. In the battles of 
Beverly Ford. =\ldie and Ilpperville. Jierritt continued to com- 
mand the 2tI Cavalry. .At Beverly Ford he led his regiment in .  
a charge. In the smoke and dust he closed in on a Confederate 
officer of high rank. “Sir. you are m y  prisoner!” shouted 
Jferritt in hi; ear. “The hell I am.” replied the Confederate. 
cutting him over the head. The blow was stopped after going 
through the hat and a handkerchief that Merritt w a s  wearing 
as a protection against the heat. but it still left a mark that he 
always carried. It was the old story of the feeble saber. Mer- 
ritt gathered his regiment together which had lost one-third of 
its strength in killed and wounded and was soon ready for fur- 
ther duty. Xotwithstanding the slight successes gained at  this 
time, the main trouble with the Army of the Potomac was cor- 
rectly diagnosed by General Hooker to be in the cavalry. It 
did not cover the right flank at Chancellorsville, and in the sub 
sequent operation its failure to break Stuart’s screen resulted in 
the loss of 10,OOO men-with Milroy at Winchester. So Hooker 
proposed to reorganize the cavalry and to make some new briga- 

< 
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diem The proposition was accepted and the choice fell on four 
young subalterns whom two years of war and stormy weather 
had tossed upon its highest wave. Gay blades they were-Cus- 
ter with his yellow curls, velvet suit. gold lace and trailing 
plumes; Kilpatrick who had already earned his nickname “Kill 
Cavalry”; Farnsworth so soon to die in Devil’s Den; and hler- 
ritt with his red cheeks and boyish face and airs of Kiiight- 
hood’s days and joust and tourney. Merritt’s name was at the 
head of the list, and he received his commission and the com- 
mand of Buford’s old brigade two days before the Battle of 
Gettysburg. 

At Gettysburg Merritt was only able to get away from the 
everlasting guardianship of wagon trains on the third day, when 
he threatened the left of Longstreet at the time of Pickett’s 
charge. The failure of Lee’s plan to attack with 30,000 instead 
of with 15,OOO men against Meade’s center was largely due to 
the action of Merritt and Kilpatrick at this critical moment. 

In  the pursuit of Lee after Gettysburg, Merritt continued 
to conanand his brigade and later, on the death of Buford, suc- 
ceeded to the command of the division during the operations 
in Central Virginia in the fall and winter preceding the Rich- 
mond Campaign of 1864. Torbert got the division in .4pril, 
but was on sick leave at the Battle of Todd’s Tavern and dur- 
ing the raid to Haxall’s Landing, when Merritt again com- 
manded. 

The birth of the cavalry dates from Grant’s failure to flank 
Lee at Spottsylvania, a failure that was evidently due to the 
restricted d e  assigned to the cavalry, fiercely resented by Sher- 
idan at the time. In the following movement to Haxall’s Land- 
ing, Memtt led the way, seized the Brooke road and began the 
Battle of Yellow Tavern, which ended in the defeat and death 
of Stuart. 

In covering Grant’s passage of the Pamunkey and in 
fiercely battling for advanced strategic points and holding them 
till the arrival of the infantry, Merritt again commanded his 
brigade. At Matadequin Creek it was the charge of his com- 
mand upon the Confederate flank that turned them out of their 
position. By these movements were Grant’s flanking mbvements 
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secured and made possible. while Lee was forced to withdraw 
and contract his lines towards Richmond. 

At Trevillian Station during the Charlottesville raid, Mer- 
ritt’s advance on Hampton rel ievd Custer and permitted him 
to withdraw when surrounded by the enemy. 

Transferred to the Shenandoah Valley, Merritt became the 
permanent commander of the famous first cavalry division with 
Devin, Custer and Gibbs as brigade commanders. The division 
had a brilliant record. From the time when it was organized 
under Buford until the end of the war. it captured more horses, ’ 
guns and munitions than would equip it thrice over. It never 
during this time suffered a surprise, never “lost a wheel.” cap 
tured by the enemy, and never met the enemy’s cavalry but to 
defeat it. At Cedarville, near Front Royal, on August 16, he 
had a brilliant success over Kershaw’s division of infantry and 
two brigades of cavalry, who were trying to force the Shenan- 
doah in order to attack Sheridan In rear. He defeated them 
with a loss of 600 men and two fikgs. 

At the Battle of the Opequon (Winchester) on September 
19. his division gave the most effective instance in a hundred 
years of war, of the use of the cavalry division in a pitched 
battle. He -rode over Breckenridge’s infantry and Fitzhugh 
Lee’s cavalry and effectually broke the Confederate left. At 
this time Sheridan wrote to a friend: “I claim nothing for 
myself; my boys Merritt and Custer did it all.” 

At Tom’s Brook, on October 9th. Merritt and Custer de- 
feated Rosser’s cavalry with a loss of eleven guns, and pursued 
for twenty-six miles. 

On the disastrous morning of October 19th. at Cedar 
Creek, Merritt’s division blocked the way of Gordon’s victorious 
Confederates, held its position north of Middletown all day, 
without assistance, then charged and crossing the stream below 
the bridge joined Custer in the pursuit to Fisher’s Hill. In that 
campaign Merritt’s division captured 14 battle flags, 29 pieces 
of artillery and more than 3,000 prisoners. 

From the beginning of 1865 Merritt acted as Chief of 
Cavalry of the Army of the Shenandoah and continued in that 
position tin the end of the war. The position was practically 
that of commander of a cavalry corps of two divisions under 
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Sheridan, who, from time to  time, exercised the fiinctions of an 

The final campaign began with days in rain and nights in 
mud, with empty sack and dry canteen. Grant called it off, but 
Sheridan hung on at Dinwiddie and begged to stay. Merritt 
pushed ahead to capture Five Forks, when Pickett. with five 
brigades of infantry and three divisions of cavalry, caught the 
advanced troops of Devin and Davies. in front and rear and on 
the left flank. But Merritt, with his reserve, assisted by Gregg, 
struck Pickett in rear, forced him to face about, and secured 
the safe withdrawal of Devin and Davies around the Confed- 
erate flank. I t  was a fine example of the principle that there 
is no situation into which a cavalry officer may not venture and 
from which he cannot extricate himself by his own resources. 

On the 1st of April a t  Five Forks, Merritt followed and 
pushed the Confederate infantry and cavalry into their intrench- 
ments on the White Oak road and held their double force in 
front, while Sheridan in person led the attack of the Fifth 
Corps against the left flank. -4s won as the envelopment was 
completed, hierritt charged with Devin's division and one of 
Custer's brigades dismounted. while Custer charged their ridit 
flank with two brigades mounted. and one of the most decisive 
battles of modern times was ended with tlie complete defeat of 
the Confederates and tlie capture of more than half their force. 
That night the eneiny was followed several miles. 

On the next day Jlerritt's two divisions. reinforcecl Iiy 
MacKenzie'c tlivisinn. pursued the enemy tn  Ford'z Statitw (111 

the south side railroad. and then northward across Satiiozine 
Creek to Scott's Corners. where catlip was niatle at dark. 

On the 3rd a running fight \\as kept up all clay. tlie atl- 
vance being greatly delayed by the high water in the creek: 
.4t night*Deep Creek was reached, when a rear guard and fiv 
guns were captured. 

On the 4th the advance was made to Bevill's Bridge of 
the -9ppomattox across which Lee's main army was retreating. 
From there a parallel course was run towards Amelia Court 
HOUSC, where the concentration of Lee's Army was first defi- 
nitely bcated and reported by Memtt. The importance of this 
service lay in the fact that Grant's westward march gave Lee 
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the choice of two lines of retreat-one was to outstrip the 
Federal Army and to reach the Danville road before it, the 
other was to march due south across Grant's line of communi- 
cation and reach the Weldon road. Until Lee's army was 
located and his objective known, Grant could not freely move. 
After the war. on several occasions Lee talked about his plans 
and said that he never understood why he did not succeed in 
extricating his army, why every movement was checkmated and 
the enemy always in his path. Plainly he did not count on the 
efficiency of the cavalry. If he had done so he would perhaps 
have taken the opposite course. which in the necessarily dis- 
persed condition of Grant's army might have had more success. 
And so the situation was completely cleared up for Grant. and 
he personally hurried evEry man he could get to Jetersville, 
south of Amelia. On this day the cavalry of Merritt made. 
many attacks, with heavy captures of wagons and provisions at 
Tabernacle Church. Sheridan called JZerritt to Jetersville in 
the evening. 

On the Sth  the command remained near Jetersville. due 
to Meade's desire to concentrate the . h n y  of tlie Potoniac be- 
fore attacking Lee. Durhg tlie night. however. the Confed- 
erate general gained a march by moving across Meade's left 
flank towards Farniville. Sheridan had anticipated this and ' 
sent his cavalry to tlie wect on  tlie 6th. without joining in 
Meade's advance on -4nielia. Merritt moved acrocs country, 
paralleling the Cont'ederate line o f  march. each of his  divisions 
nlternatiiig with C'rook in hitting at the colunin. 
ce.;sftil attenipts were macle. I b u t  at length Stagg'. I)rigade under 
the eye o f  Sheridan himself struck the road in tlie interval 
between Itwall's aiitl Cordon's c l i \  isions at Hntt's House. push- 
ing the latter off to tlie north. .At the same time Jlerritt and 
Crook crossed Sailor's Creek further on and rode into the gap 
between the head of Ewell and the rear of Longstreet and thus 
blocked the further advance of the former, and captured his 
artillery. The Confederates then crossed Sailor's Creek and 
formed up to drive away the cavalry which was blocking the 
road ahead. At the same time the approach of the 6th Corps 
in the rear forced them to face in that direction also. The 
result was to cut out 8,000 men and a dozen generals from Lee's 

Several unsuc- ' 
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column. Not delaying to rest, Merritt moved off at once to- 
wards Prince Edward Court House to anticipate any further 
attempts of Lee to reach Danville. 

Prince Edward was reached on the 7th and as Lee's only 
chance was now to reach Lynchburg, Merritt was started for 
Appomattox Station by way of Prospect Station, reaching there 
in the evening, a t  the same time as the advance guard of Lee, 
which was fought and driven back during the evening and night 
with a loss of twenty-five guns and 1,OCO prisoners and all the 
rations of Lee's army. 

Merritt opposed Gordon's attempt to  break through the 
investing lines on the morning of the 9th and on the arrival 
of the infantry of the Army of the James he mounted rapidly, 
rode to the Confederate left and had just formed at a trot for 
a final charge on the Confederate camps, a short half mile away. 
when a 3ag of truce from the enemy ended the battle. 

At  the end of the war Merritt was 28 years of age. H e  
had risen from Captain and Aide de Camp to Major General 
and commander of a cavalry corps in two years. His commis- 
sion as Major General of Volunteers was specifically conferred 
for "Gallant Services." 

When events on the Rio Grande seemed to indicate that 
still further uses for the army were in prospect, Sheridan took 
hferritt along as  Chief of Cavalry. 

On the reorganization of the army after the Civil IVar he 
went back in rank and served for ten years as Lieutenant Colo- 
nel and saw many men advanced above him who had been his 
juniors in the great war. I t  was not until thirty years after 
Appomattox that he again held the rank he earned in that cam- 

General Merritt did excellent service in Indian campaigns. 
At Indian War Bonnet Creek, Wyoming, on July 17, 1876, after 
a rapid march of 85 miles in thirty-one hours, h e  headed off the 
Northern Cheyennes on their way to join the hostiles and drove 
them tack to their agency. During the Big Horn and Yellow- 
stone expedition he acted as Chief of Cavalry, being engaged 
in the action at Slim Euttes in September, 1876. In  1879 he 
marched his command 170 miles in sixty-six hours from Rawl- 
ings to Mill Creek, Colorado, to relieve the command of Major 
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Thornburg, attacked by Ute Indians. His last distinguished , 
service was the capture of Manila, August 13, 1898, and serv- 
ices on the Peace Commission. H e  was retired in 1900. 

I t  is not easy to write of the cavalry of the Army of the 
Potomac without writing of all, from its commander to the 
trooper. The efficiency of the cavalry had been of gradual 
growth and was already an instrument well suited to his hand 
when Sheridan received it in 1864. After that he was a mov- 
ing spirit of tremendous force and the record he made was one . 
with his numerous subordinate commanders of whom Merritt 
was the chief. In speaking of Merritt it is merely to fix his 
place in history and not to detract from the credit of Sheridan's 
directing hand or of Custer and Devin, the division command- 
ers of the Cavalry Corps. This combination fixed the modero 
use of cavalry in war and resurrected it from the inefficiency 
into which it had fallen and in which it still remains in some 
countries. There was glory enough for all when we consider I 

that the world has not seen a better example of a pursuit than . 
the Appomattox campaign; no finer instance of cavalry in ad- 
vance o€ an  army than at  Hawe's Shop, Matadequin Creek and 
Cold Harbor; no more brilliant use of cavalry divisions com- 
bined with infantry in pitched battle than Winchester and Five 
Forks; no defense of cavalry against infantry better than Mid- 
dletown. 

Merritt at his high prime was the embodiment of force. 
H e  was one of those rare men whose faculties are sharpened 
and whose view is cleared on the battlefield. His decisions were 
delivered with the rapidity of thought and were as clear as if 
they had been studied for weeks. He always said that he never 
found that his first judgment gained by time and reflection. In  
him a fiery soul was held in thrall to will. Never disturbed by 
doubt, or moved by fear, neither circumspect nor rash, he never 
missed an opportunity or made a mistake. 

These were the qualities that recommended him to the con- 
fidence of that commander whose ideals were higher and more 
exacting than any other in our history. To his troops he was 
always a leader who commanded their confidence by his brave 
appearance, and his calmness in action, while his constant 
thoughtfulness and care inspired a devotion that was felt for 
few leaders of his rank. 

' 
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THE ONE BEST SEAT OF THE RIDER. 

BY EDWARD L. ANDERSOS.. 

ITHOUT laying one’s self open to the charge of sentinien- W tality, it must seem that the horse was fornied for man‘s 
use. It is only on the back of the horse that the man has an easy. 
graceful and firm seat: Look at the Assyrian sculptures (700 

KISG AL1WI:R-BASI-PAI. O Y  AWSYHIA. 7 0 .  B. C. 

B. C. 1, the works oi Phitlias ( .500 R. C ) ,  the tigiires on the 
column of =\ugustus (.\. I). First Ceiitury 1,  the pageant of 
Trajan’s column (A. D. Second Century), the Sarcophagus of 
Helene, mother of Constantine (Fourth Century, A. D.),  and 
scores of other examples of the man sitting closely to the back 

*Author of “Modem Horsemanship.” “Curb, Snaffle and Spur,” “Horses 
a d  Riding,” de. ctc 
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of the horse with nothing more than a cloth or a pelt to break 
the contact. How beautifully, how admirably do these repre- 
sentatives show splendid horsemanship! All have the same pose, 
the same seat, each man of course having the peculiarities that 
are inevitable to his shape and figure, yet there is always a 
resemblance that bespeaks perfection in all. 

When about the Sixth Century, the Romans introduced the 
wooden tree, the unity between horse and man was broken for 
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ages, often the saddles were grotesque, often furnishing the 
most insecure positions, as in the middle ages, always inconsist- 
ent with real touch between horse and man. 

The flat, or English hunting saddle, affords the nearest 
approach to the natural, perfect seat of the ancients that modern 
conditions require. This is really a very fortunate invention 
for in it a rider may acquire a very strong seat which gives him 
the opportunity of employing the aid of both hands and heels 
with precision. 
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As I remarked in Horses and Riding, which was somewhat 
sketchy by reason of the number of subjects treated, every man 
has one best possible seat, and it should differ from that of 
others “only in the conformation of individuals.” This seat is 
maintained by the friction of the upright body upon the saddle 
and such pressure of the thighs and knees as may be required 
aided by the bending of the trunk to maintain necessary equi- 
librium, so that the loaer part of the legs are always under 
perfect control, as they are of “as much use in the management 
oh the horse as are the hands.” The proper length of the stir- 
rup leather may be found when the tread of the irons strike the 
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heels of the rider in his seat. The highest authority in France 
declares that the shortening of the stirrup leather indicates that _. ~ 

the rider is losing his nerve or his suppleness. 
In  my previous works I have laid much stress upon the 

saddle. I may say here now, that in the first place the tree 
must be made to fit the back of the horse, which is very easily 
done by bending the points, so that when the pannel is on there 
will be a channel along the back of the horse. Then the 
webbing of the seat of the saddle should be so arranged that 
the rider finds comfort and ease in it, feeling neither a toppling 
forward nor backward as he sits in an upright pose. 
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Finally if the rider finds his best possible seat, there is 
nothing more to be done than to learn by practice to maintain 
it as best he may, by friction and balance, under all circum- 
stances. 

If the rider has attained the best possible seat, any change 
of position beyond the give and take of the sway common to 
man and horse when at ease would break the feeling between 
him and his mount. 

Of course we all know that the present military saddle will 
not permit a proper seat, although that tree is better than the 
old McClellan form, which was itself an improvement upon 
that used previously. I remember that the cavalrymen who 
returned from the Mexican War (grand soldiers they were) 
stood quite upright, bearing the weight upon the crotch. The 
riders of the Civil War rode with stirrup straps far too long; 
but the tendency now is that the leathers are gradually being 
shortened. Let us hope that at once the privikge shall be 
granted to our cavalry officers to use on duty a saddle as near 
the hunting tree in form as conditions will permit, and that SOOT. 
a similar tree will be issued to all mounted men in the service. 

The seat I have endeavored to describe may be considered 
that of the best European cavalry as I observed it. It is the 
most firm, by reason of the upright position that permits the 
bending of the body with the motions of the horse, and giving 
every possible point of contact with the saddle: From this seat 
the rider should practice those exercises which tend to make him 
supple and confident; that is, let the man, mounted upon a 
steady horse, knot the reins upon the neck of the animal, and 
with hands hanging loosely by the sides, rotate and bend the 
upper parts of the body upon the hips; lose his seat to either 
side, forwards and backwards, and gain the proper position by 
a twist of the waist and hips without struggles too strongly 
marked, and without aid from the hands, and go through such 
other movements as should occur to him. These exercises 
should first be made at  hhe halt, then at the walk, and then 
gradually increased paces. 

The seat above described is for the trooper as we11 as for 
the officer, but until the enlisted men are given proper saddles 
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we can never hope to bring our cavalry to that state of horse- 
d i p  that will do full credit to the most efficient and most 
devoted ofKcers in any service. 

A cavalryman with the seat herein recommended and 
blessed with a supple body, might rival in easy p c e  the Polish 
Rider* of Rembrandt, that ideal horseman who at the springy 
gait of an active horse faces a long route with a spirit for any 

. C  

adventure. 

*In a recent letter to the editor, Captain Anderson writes: 
"I do not think that 'the best possible seat for the rider.' as understood 

&mad, is gamally known in our service. and I am sending you a few notes 
up00 the subject for your eonsideratioa. 

"I am also forwarding a few photogaphs of the early horsemen and a 
very h e  copy of T h e  Polish Rider' by Rembrandt (by express). This pic- 
ture is considered by many critics as the greatest work of any painter of any 
age. The original was recently purchased by Mr. Frick for gjoO@O.oO. 

"Should you print the article or should you find i t  unavailable. I beg of 
you to accept the Rembrandt with my compliments." 
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AIMS AND IDEALS OF THE MOUNTED SERVICE 
SCHOOL. 

BY CAPTAIN W. C. SHOR‘P, TKIRTEENTH CAVALPY. 

PON the eve of leaving the Mounted Service School I am u taking advantage of the columns of the CAVALRY JOUR- 
NAL to try and make clear to the mounted service the object 
sought in the Department of EquitatiQn up to the present time, 
and, if possible, to make it easier for my successor than it has 
been for me. 

Lack of knowledge of the object sought, and of conditions 
existing at the school have often led the service to expect too 
much from the school and from its graduates. 

In order to give my readers an idea of the attention and 
of the respect given to equitation throughout the armies of 
Continental Europe, I will give, as an example, the time spent 
on the education of French cavalry officers; although the other 
nations of the Continent make almost, if not quite, the point of 
equitation as the French. In referring to Europe, I do not 
include England, which country, having gone through almost 
the same experience as we have, has no method, or perhaps 
but a varying one. Still she has much the advantage of us in 
the fact that she breeds more good horses for saddle purposes 
than any other nation, and more people ride horseback there 
than in the United States. (Reference: “Modern Riding,” 
by Major Noel Birch, commandant of the riding establishment 
at Woolwich.) 

While a cadet at St. Cyr (the Military School of France), 
the French cavalry officer rides for two years under the instruc- 
tion of the best masters that the French a m y  can produce. 
Upon graduating from St. Cyr he goes to Sawnur for one 
year; he then goes to his regiment and has from six to eight 
years’ experience in training remounts; from there he returns 

, *  

8 



. -- 

k-- ~. . . I -  

a44 V. S. CAVALRY fOURNAL 

to Saumur for his second year of instruction. When he re- 
ceives his majority he returns the third time to Saumur for 
four months’ instruction. Thus it will be seen that a French 
cavalry officer has altogether four years and four months’ in- 
struction in equitation under the best masters, besides from six 
to eight years’ practical experience in training remounts; and 
yet, just as much is expected of a graduate of the Mounted 
Service School as of a French graduate of Saumur, although 
the graduate of the Mounted Service School has had only nine 
months’ instruction and has probably never lived in a “horse 
atmosphere. ” 

For myself, I can state positively that I learned more and 
value more my one year at Saumur than all the years during 
which I experimented for myself; and the horse has been my 
greatest pleasure since early childhood. I can state just as posi- 
tively that any officer of the United States Army can learn 
more equitation in nine months at the Mounted Service School 
following a method under capable instructors than he could 
possibly have learned in all his former aimless experimenting. 

vious work with horses, his association with them as it were, 
but more than all upon the amount of natural aptitude or eques- 
trian tact which he possesses. 

The aim of the school has been to, at least, send an officer 
away armed with a method both simple and reasonable enough 
to enable him to make a useful troop horse out of the average 
quality of horse flesh and with the rider which he will encounter 
in the troop. As to the poor horseman who comes to the 
school. if he acquires a seat and understands fully the method 
of training at the end of the nine months, he has accomplished 
all that could be expected of him. But for the good horseman, 
the man who has a strong seat, good hands, and the love of 
the horse, there is a certainty that he will gain a knowledge of 
equitation that will enable him to make continual improvement 
and finally, perhaps, to attain a proficiency in the art of which 
our seMce can be proud. 

Every effort is made at the school to bring the poor 
horseman up to as great a degree of excellence as is possible 
in the time allowed; and the good horseman is given every 
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i Yet his success in the school will depend greatly upon his pre- 
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opportunity to ’make as big strides as he can. The mistake 
commonly made throughout the service is to expect perfection 
from a graduate irrespective of how much he has gotten out of 
the school. What he will eventually accomplish depends upon 
the work he does for himself after leaving the school, provided, 
of course, he follow along the lines he has been taught. 

Many a graduate, after leaving the school, will train his 
horses in the club and ride the most comfortable animal the 
first sergeant can procure for him; but it should be an easy 
matter for the regiment to solve the problem of such an one, 
and not give the credence he expects to his “club riding and 
training.” 

Existing orders require graduates of this school to act as 
instructors of officers in regimental schools, and to train re- 
mounts. It is hard for an officer to be expected to act as an 
instructor after only nine months’ instruction, as I have found 
that our student officers are. figuratively speaking. “from Mis- 
souri” and “have to be shown,” and consequently the instructor 
of limited experience and ability often finds himself up against 
a hard proposition. It should be understood that teaching 
equitation requires infinite resourcefulness; no cast iron rules 
being applicable, as every horse and every rider when put to- 
gether present a special problem requiring much thought and 
judgment to solve. It takes years of experience and honest 
study to enable one to recognize the causes of difficulties and to 
know the most effectual remedies to apply; and often inex- 
perienced instructors, being hard pushed, make mistakes in their 
methods and do many things contrary to the teachings of the 
school; yet critical onlookers lay the blame to the school. The 
mistakes stated above will disappear in time. for the graduates 
will then have had t h e  to experiment for themselves. 

I often feel ashamed to set myself up as an instructor, for, 
after all my years of hard work in that line, I realize t h h  I 
have but just begun to get at m e  of the secrets of the art. 

The school has been criticised because the “Saumur Notes” 
were adopted as its text-book on equitation, the critics claiming 
that it is not A&m. Granting that to be true, who knows 
enough to write a better method? 

’ 
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The method as outtined in the “Saumur Notes” is the 
result obtained from a threshing out and remodeling process 
carried on by men of great experience and ability, covering a 
period of two hundred years, and with the sole object in view 
of making a charger. It is this method which.is used, in all its 
essentials, in every great riding school on the Continent; and 
varying so slightly that graduates from the different schools 
are able, when they meet, to  discuss any point of equitation 
with perfect comprehension, understanding each other without 
the least difficulty. 

EngIand, for the first time, sent tw’o officers to Satimur 
year before last to be instructed in its methods; and Major 
Birch (referred to above) states in his book that these officers 
would be used as instructors upon their return. 

The csitics state also that “Saumur Xotes” is not explicit 
enough, but they forget that the book contains only an outline 
of a method serving merely to jog the memory of a student 
while following the school course under an instructor. No 
body can learn equitation out of a book alone; in fact. toa 
much theory and too little practice has spoiled many an ambi- 
tious horseman. I t  is better to get a few simple essentials 
correctly fixed in mind, and then to ride many horses. 

In  time there will be enough good graduates from this 
school to disseminate a correct interpretation and understand- 
ing of the principles of the book throughout the service, estab- 
lishing in this manner a k e d  m e t h d  of training. There are 
undoubtedly many good methods, but one particular method is 
absolutely necessary in our service where regiments change 
horses so often and where the necessity of a uniformity of 
training is so apparent. 

I feel that the results obtained in the training of chargers 
at this school are very satisfactory, considering the time and 
Daterial at hand, and compare very favorably with those .of 

‘foreign schools, everything being considered, and for this 
reason I hope that the method employed at the present time 
may become a tradition of the school, thus making it possible 
for every graduate! to thoroughly understand every other grad- 
uate, as well as every horse, which has been trained under it. 
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I have heard that the position in the saddle as taught at 
this school is also much criticised. I say in reply that the posi- 
tion in the saddle is a secondary matter and not worth dis- 
cussing, provided that the rider with a different position fd- 
fills the conditions of fixity and balance, and maintains his 
legs in a position always ready for use. 

I have heard lengthy discussions on the best way to hold 
the reins, but, to my mind, it is not the manner of holding them 
that has much weight, but it is the way the rider uses them. 

One of the greatest “bugbears” to many in the service is 
the fact that student officers ride English saddles. The rea- 
sons for their use are manifold; primarily, they are harder to 
“sit” than any other saddle; and the student who rides them 
must necessarily acquire a strong seat without the high pommel 
and cantle to depend upon, and after that has been acquired . 
it really doesn’t make any difference what saddle he gets into- 
he will feel at home. The accustomed use of the English saddle 
also enables an officer to present a creditable appearance when 
he gets away from his “McClellan” and saves his comrades the 
mortification of seeing hini thrown in the presence of civilians 
who expect the cavalry officer ro be the acme of perfection in 
the saddle. The English saddle doesn’t make the young horse’s 
back sore, neither does it have to be cinched tight. I t  requires 
no blanket to be fixed continually and remains in place, is 
not stiff, and does not interfere with the suppling of the horse’s 
back and shoulders; it allows one to get close to his horse 
where he can feel what is going on under him, and it fits almost 
every back. These, and many other reasons too numerous to 
quote here, should convince anyone that the English saddle is 
the most useful and suitable for the school. The position of the 
rider in other saddles is no different than in the English saddle, 
or, is as near the same as quarter straps, buckles, iron rings, 
etc., will permit without cutting one’s legs off. 

On summing up I wish to state that the position in the 
saddle, the manner of holding the reins, and every other detail 
of instruction, as far as conditions permit, have been copied 
from the Saumur school; and I hope that we may in time see 
the same results in our service that I observed in the French 
cavalry. 
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Touching upon the subject of horses, I wish to state that 
we have made a great effort to procure gooU ones for the 
school, and have d e d  to some extent; but it must be 
understood that there is not a horse in the school which cost 
more than the contract price, and few that have cost as much. 

It  has been the object in each student class to have two 
types of horses under training: a well-bred western range 
horse and a registered thoroughbred. The idea being for the 
student oflicer to have an opportunity to handle, from the be- 
ginning, a totally untrained western horse, and to compare him 
with the more sensitive thoroughbred, thus fitting himself to 
handle any kind of a horse. This scheme of having the thor- 
oughbred in the school has met with much opposition from out- 
siders who argue that student officers should work only with 
the averageqpe of cavalry horse, since this would be the kind 
of horse they would be required to handle upon returning to 
the troop. 

My argument in favor of the thoroughbred is this: An 
officer’s taste for riding a goad horse should be educated up to 
a higher standard than exists today in our service, and if he 
ever learns to ride a perfectly supple thoroughbred he will 
never throw his leg over anything else. Were the student officer 
to ride only the average horse while at the school, he would 
probably never ride a good horse, and never know what he had 
missed. Then again, the thoroughbred has so many possibilities 
for advanced training, his constant improvement ever inviting 
the trainer to demand more of him until most satisfactory re- 
sults are finally accomplished, while the ordinary cold-blooded 
horse often strikes a limit where progress and possibilities end. 
Only within the last two years, or since the racing laws have 
discouraged the racing men, has the school been able to pur- 
chase thoroughbreds, on account of the high prices demanded 
for them; and I doubt if they can be obtained at contract price 
after +is year. 

There has. been a great improvement in the horse flesh of 
the school during the last two years; the young horses in train- 
ing and those on hand to be trained being quite superior ani- 
rids. The conditions’ in this respect being far different now 
than when the student officers were mounted on horses that 
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troop commanders wanted to get rid of because they were un- 
manageable in ranks. This improvement in the horse flesh of 
the school will soon begin to make itself apparent in a come- 
sponding improvement in the results obtained from the classes. 
It must be remembered that horses are the tools of a riding 
instructor, and that, to get good results, he must have good 
tools. 

I have heard it said that the cross-country courses at the 
school did not amount to very h c h ;  that they lacked height. 
This is so, because they were fitted to the kind of horse flesh 
on hand; and when horses have as much jumping to do as they 
have at this school, it is important to try and keep their legs 
under them, realizing how hard it would be to replace them 
often; for the school has always had difficulty in obtaining 
horses suitable for jumpers. Besides, I claim that a man who 
can ride m y  horse properly over three feet six inches can ride 
any height that a horse may carry him Last year the jumps 
were increased in height; this year they are going still higher, 
and they will continue to go up, within reason, as the improve- 
ment in horse flesh makes it possible. 

At this school the great object is, first of all, to train the 
charger; and next in importance to this, to make bold riders. 
Any man who has the proper spirit would naturally prefer a 
cross-country run on a horse that is “up and coming” to the 
slow but necessary routine of training. And that is why it is SO 

very important to impress student officers with the necessity of 
more training than cross country, and that the horse should go 
through all the routine of training before starting in on cross- 
country work. Young men, when they enjoy a thing, are liable 
to go to extremes in that particular direction; and most of 
them prefer cross-country to training and want to put their 
horses to jumping before they are properly trained, ending up 
usually in having a crazy horse; the consequence of demanding 
work of him for which he was not prepared. I claim that a 
charger should be calm and perfectly obedient to the aids, and 

should jump boldly any reasonable obstacle at either a slow or 
fast gait, and this can be achieved only by “waiting for him”- 
by preparing him gradually and carefully for the work. I don’t 
want to give the impression that the student officer doesn’t get 

. 
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6nough jumping while at the school, because, on the contrary, 
he starts at it a month after his arrival and jumps every day 
until he leaves. But I do wish to convey the idea clearly that 
learning a method and putting it in practice is the great feature 
of the coarse 

When *lo was dropped out of the course there were 
many people who considered this action a blow aimed at  polo 
in the army. But they were mistaken, for every one at the 
school believes it to  be the best game on earth for a cavalry- 
man, and all agree that every regiment should have a team, 
but that it had no place in the school for many reasons, oi 
which the following are a few: First, and most important, 
there is no time for it, as  reference to the schedule will show. 
Then if it were compulsory for all there would be many stu- 
dents who would take no interest in i t ;  and if, on the other 
hand, it were voluntary, a small proportion of the class would 
become “polo fiends,” expending all their energy on the game, 
and would not be fit to perform tlie work for which they were 
sent to the school, and would not take the proper interest in it. 
I was a “polo fiend” myself once and know the fever. To 
maintain polo for the student class would require much stable 
room, many attendants and animals. which could not be sup- 
plied without seriously crippling tlie school in its legitimate 
work. 

Polo, hounds, and every sclieme that can be thought of 
has been tried here, and at last all the frills have been wiped 
out and the scliool has begun to make headway in a good 
serious manner with only the much-needed improvement in the 
equitation of the army as its goal. I consider that any officer 
who does not care to give up playing for nine months should 
not be given a detail to this school. 

After several years of experimenting, I feel that a t  last 
the school is on a good working basis following upon the lines 
intended for  it by General Carter, its originator, and upon 
which it should continue without interference, having already 
gone through enough changes to swamp almost any institution. 
The principal menace in the past, and will be in the future, is 
“the man with a fad” who might make it a polo or a cross- 
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country school-almost anything, in fact, unless the “object” 
of the school be constantly held steady by unbreakable tradi- 
tions and by cast-iron orders from the highest authority. The 
old saying, “a little knowlddge is dangerous,” is truer in equita- 
tion than in almost anything else. If any change were to take 
place, it should be a removal of the school to a more suitable 
climate where more work could be done out-of-doors and 
where it would be easier to “keep” horses. The way our 
officers work, and how cheerfully they endure the hardships of 
this climate while going through the school speaks well for 
their seriousness and desire to learn. 

I think the service expects too much of the school at tlie 
horse shows, although we feel proud of what has been done, 
considering the conditions. In  the first place, the only individ- 
uals at the school during the show season who have had enough 
experience to compete are the instructors, and they are very 
hard worked officers and have no time for special work i f  they 
do their legitimate duties properly. 

-\I1 trained horses at the school, the best as well as the 
worst, are ridden by the student officers with a change of rider 
every day. This is not conducive to making a show horse 
even were lie of material g o d  enough to compete with the 
best European product. \\‘it11 the improvenient of horse flesh 
at the scliool, and tlie awakening in that line which has taken 
place recently throughout the service, the show problem will 
soon be solved, and the United States will then take its long 
delayed place in International Military Competitions. But the 
school should continue its uninterrupted grind without being 
crippled by even tlie temporary loss of any instructor, or else 
additional officers should be maintained at the school for that 
PUrpo=. 

I hope my readers will forgive this long dissertation. 
But anyone, putting himself in my place, will realize my desire 
that the service should understand the department of equitation 
in which I have put the best effort of my life, and I only ask 
that the next time anybody becomes critical of a graduate of 
the school that he will weigh that individual carefully to deter- 
mine whether the school or the man is at fault. 
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Nora:-Sina this artick I bare m d v d  the program of the 
Competition to be held in Rome during May of thio 

m. The requiremeats for VTraXng" in this cootest read as if they 
were vranged fa the boms of the Moaoted Service School. This is a 
grrst satisfaction to me because it shows that the instruction at this school 
i s o o t h e p t o p e r ~  

n e  jumping requirements are too severe for us because we have no 
horses that are up to the demands. 

U'. c. s. 

Since the above article was sent to the printer, we have received from 
Major F. S. F o b  15th Cavalry. for reproduction in the Cavalry Journal, 
a plan of the course and elevations and dimensions of the obstacles for the 
above mentioned competition to be held io Rome 

The plan is practically the same, over the same ground. as that repro- 
driced in the Cavalry Journal of September, 1909, and the elevations of the 
obstacles are practically the same as shown in that number of the Journal, 
with the exception that f w  additional obstacles are to be used and, also, 
that one or two of &e jumps are wider and higher. 

The four additional obstacles are as follows: An apen bar fence on a 
small mound of earth, between two ditches, the fence Wig one meter high 
and the ditches being seven-tenths of a meter and one meter wide, respective- 
ly; a white bar gatektwecn wire fences, the gate being four meters wide 
and about one meter high; up and down a steep mound of earth. the mound 
sing three meters high.- meter wide on top and six and one-third meters 
at the bottom; and the fourth being a mound of earth, one and eight-tenths 
metas high, six-tenths of a meter wide at the top and three meters thick 
at the bottom 

&tache at Rome. Major J. F. Reynolds Landis, Thirteenth Cavalry. 
The plans and elevations were furnished Major Foltz by our Military 
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A CRITICISM OF OUR CAVALRY DRILL 
REGULATIONS. *-Continued. 
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BY MAJOR H. H. SARGENT, SECOND CAVALRY, 
Author of "Napoleon Bonaparte's First Campaign," "The Campaign of 

Marengo," and "The Campaign of Santiago de Cuba." 

AVING set forth in my two previous articles in the CAV- H ALRY JOURNAL the system which I think should be fol- 
lowed in writing the commands of a drill regulations, it will not 
be out of place to state here that whatever system be adopted, 
whatever rules or principles be followed, there are certain things 
that should be kept constantly in view, namely: simplicity, 
brevity, consistency, and clearness. 

Now it may be stated as a general rule that a word or 
words that add nothing to the meaning of a command or com- 
mands should be mitted. Take, for instance, the commands, 
1. Fonuird, 2:Column right, 3. MARCH, from a halt, which 
appear many times in our cavalry drill regulations. Since the 
Forward is always included in the Column right, it is supedu- 
ous and unnecessary. 1. Column right, 2. MARCH, from a halt 
is much better because it is simpler, briefer, and just as  ex- 
pressive. Moreover, consistency demands that since the For- 
ward is omitted before Right turn or Troop right from a halt, 
it should likewise be omitted before Colunrn right from a halt. 
Note, too, how our cavalry drill regulations, as a whole, would 
be shortened and simplified by omitting this unnecessary For- 
ward. Paragraph after paragraph of the text are taken up in 
describing how changes of direction should be made from a 
halt that would be entirely eliminated if the commands, 1. Col- 
umn right, 2. MARCH, were used to apply to changes of direc- 
tion from both a halt and marching. 

'Numbers in parentheses refer to paragraphs of the Qvalry Drill Regula- 
tions. 1909. To simplify the discussion. the commands are given for mope- 
ments towards only the right flank. 

I 
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But there is another point in the application of the com- 
mands to which attention should be called. 1. Column rkht ,  
2. MARCH, ate the commands which should be invariably used 
for the change of direction of any kind of a column; and yet 
in our cavalry drill regulations they are not always so used. 
Take for instance the squadron in double column of fours; 
to change direction, the commands are not, 1. Column right, 
2. MARCH, but are, 1, Right turn, 2. MARCH. (663). In  other 
words, the commands, 1. Right turn, 2. MARCH, which should 
be invariably used only for changing the direction of a line of 
any kind and continuing the march, are here improperly used 
for changing the direction of a column. And this error natur- 
ally leads to mistakes, for i f  the squadron is marching by the 
flank from line of platoon columns, a movement similar in a 
number of respects to a double column of fours. and the major 
wishes to change direction, he will be very apt to command 
Right trcrir instead of Colunitr right. That is to say, 
in one kind of column he must remember, in changing direction, 
to use certain commands, but in another almost similar kind of 
column, to use totally different commands; all which would be 

(658.) 

obviated, if  Colrrtnir right were invariably ysed throughout the 
text to apply to a change of direction of a column of any kind. 
And it  might be added, although of small consequence. that 
of these two columns the one with the narrower front changes 
direction by the commands. 1. Right trrrri. 2. JIARcti. (See 
663 and 658.) 

.4gain, in the commands, 1. Form ecliclorr, 2. On first (or 
such) *Platoort, MARCH. (517) .  the Fortrc is unnecessary. 
Echelon is just as expressive and is briefer and simpler. But it 
may be replied that if we drop Form in these commands, we 
should also drop it in the commands, 1. Form line, 2. MARCH, 
(519), which is objectionable in that it makes the preparatory 
part of the commands too short to be clearly comprehended on 
the drill ground. The reply is that these commands as given in 
the text are faulty; they should read. 1. Form line, 2. On first 
(or such) pkrtoon, 3. MARCH. In forming echelon (517). we 
see that it may be formed on any platoon; and, consequently, 

m CPpital'P here ia 00 doobt a trpographi emor. 
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to be consistent we should be able to form line on any platoon. 
Indeed, in the regimental drill we flnd this principle followed; 
the commands are, 1. Form line on (such) squadron, 2. MARCH. 
( 8 0 5 ) .  If the commands under discussion were written in the 
text, 1. F o m  line, 2. On (such) platoon, 3. MARCH, then we 
can readily see that in omitting the Form the preparatory com- 
mands would not be too short to  be readily comprehended. 
Properly written the commands woald then be, 1. Line, 2. On 
(such) platoon, 3. MARCH. Attention might here also be prop- 
erly called to the fact that in forming echelon in the regiment ~ 

the commands are divided into three parts (see 801) ; but in . 
forming line in the regiment the commands are divided into 
but two parts, (804), although the phrase, On (such) sqrcad- 
roil, is a part of both commands. 

But as to the commands for forming echelon, there is still 
some further discussion necessary. The phrase. Otc (such) 
platoon. or, On (such ) troop, or ON (such) sqtrcidron is almost 
invariably used thrGughout the text to mean that the movement 
shall be made on or from this platoon. troop, or squadron. For 
instance : 

1. On (such) troop, 2. Extetrd iritcrvals, 3. MARCH. 
(659). I 

1. On (such) troop, 2. Close interzuls, 3. MARCH. (659). 
1. Otr (such) troop, 2. Litre of fortrs, 3. MARCH. (629). 
1.  Line of fours, 2. On (such) troop, (such) sqwdron, 2 .  

1. On (such) troops, 2. Close hi muss, 3. 3 1 . 4 ~ ~ ~ .  (629). 
1. Line of plutooirs, 2. On (such) troop, 3. MARCH, 

(677) .  
1. As skirttiishers, 2. On (such) troop, 3. MARCH. (684). 
1. On (such) troop, 2. Assemble, 3. MARCH. (691). 
1. Form line on (such) squadron, 2. MARCH. (804). 
1. On (such) platoon, to (so many) yurds extend (or 

close), 2. MARCH. (563). 
In all these cases, and in a number of others that might 

be cited, the movements are made on or from the designated 
platoon, troop, or squadron; but in the 1. F m  echeloss, 2. 
On (such) platoon, troop, or squcrdrorc, 3. MARCH, the move- 

' 

1fARCH. (787). 

. 
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ment is not d e  on or from the designated platoon, troop, or 
squadron, but is made in part by them; the designated platoon, 
troop, or squadron being the first to move forward. In other 
words, if we form echelon in accordance with our drill regula- 
tions on such a squadron, that squadron moves forward, but if 
we form line on such a squadron that squadron stands fast. 
.This inconsistency in the commands is necessarily confusing 
and often a source of error. Clearness and consistency require 
that the phrases, On (such) platoon, or On (such) troop, or On 
(such) squadron, should have a uniform meaning throughout 
the text. In the Commands for forming echelon, therefore, 
it would be better to omit this phrase and substitute another 
for it; and since, in the echelon movement, the leading platoon 
is defined as the base plotom, (see 5 1 6 ) ,  the commands might 
be written 1. Echelon, 2. (such) pfutoon the base, 3. MARCH. 

Again, to break the squadron from line into column of 
fours to the front, the commands are, 1. Column of fours, 2. 
First troop, 3. Right fonuard, 4. Fours right, 5.  MARCH, (609). 
which would be briefer, just as clear, and just as expressive, if 
the First hoop were omitted; for, since the right of the first 
troop is always the right of the squadron, the insertion of First 
troop into the commands is unnecessary. Properly written the 
commands should consist of three parts, as fdlows, 1. Column 
of fours, 2. Right forward, fours right, 3. MARCH, and not of 
five parts as given in the text. 

Again, if we wish to halt the squad, platoon, troop, or 
squadron, the commands are, 1. Squad, (or Platoon or Troop 
o* Squadron), 2. HALT. But if we wish to halt the regiment, 
the commands are not, 1. Regiment, 2. HALT, but are, 1. Squad- 
rm, 2. HALT. (753). This, in itself ,  is not such a great fault, 
but newrtheless it is one of those many other inconsistencies 
which, through overtaxing unnecessarily the commander’s mem- 
ory, lead to confusion and error. Then again, too, it is a point 
that will be very apt to be overlooked by the regimental com- 
mander in stu’dying his drill regulations; for, knowing what the 
-s are for halting a quad, platoon, troop or squadron, 
it would probably never occur to him but that the commands 
for halting a regiment should be, 1. Regiment, 2. HALT; and, 
consequently, he will give his attention to the study o f  the 
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more complicated regimental commands and probably never take 
note, until his attention is especially called to it, that the com- 
mands for halting a regiment are dissimilar to those for halt- 
ing a squad, platoon, troop, or squadron. And it might be 
added that “his attention” would most probably never be 
“called to it” by his subordinates. 

Again, to form the squadron front into line from column 
of fours, the commands of the major are, 1. Right front into 
line, 2. MARCH, and the commands of the captain of the first 
troop are, 1. Right front into fine, 2. Trot, 3. MARCH, ( 6 1 4 )  ; 
and to form the squadron front into line from column of 
platoons, the commands of the major are, 1. Right front into 
line, 2. MARCH, but the commands of the captain of the first 
troop are not, 1. Right front into fine, 2. Trot, 3. MARCH, but 
are, 1. Right front into fine, 2. MARCH. (652). If the Trot 
were put in in both cases or left Out in both, there would be 
little to criticise; but being as it is, it leads to confusion and 
error. Xot that the captain of the first troop, after his atten- 
tion his been called to the fact, will ever probably forget that 
the Trot is to be uttered in one case and omitted in the other; 
but that he will very often forget in which particular case it 
should be uttered; for there is no reason whatever that would 
warrant its inclusion in one case and not warrant its inclusion 
in the other, nor is there any reason that would warrant its 
omission in one case and not warrant its omission in the other. 
Before passing to another example, it should be remarked here, 
that since the Trot is used to tell in part the manner of exe- 
cuting the movement, it should not, by itself, form a separate 
part of the commands. If it is put in, the commands should 
read, 1. Right front into fine, trot, 2. MARCH. Or, if it should 
be deemed better to change the form o f  these commands from 
two to three parts, and the commands of the major be changed 
to, 1. Line, 2. Right front, 3. MARCH, then the commands of 
the captain of the first troop should be changed to. 1. Line, 2. 
Right front, trot, 3. MARCH. 

Again, the commands, 1. On right into liw, 2. MARCH, 
are given in the text for forming a squad, platoon, troop, 
squadron, or regiment into line from column o f  fours. If 
given for a quad, platoon. or troop, each set of fmrs moves 
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on the right, but if given for a squadron or regiment each 
troop moves on the right. In  the regiment, how- 
ever, if we wish each squadron to move on the right, the com- 
mands are. 1. On right into line by sqwadrons, 2. MARCH. 
(762). Why then should we not in the squadron give, 1. On 
right into line by troops, 2. MARCH, and allow the commands, 
1. On right into line, 2. MARCH, to mean throughout a move- 
ment of on right into line by fours? As the drill regulations 
stand there is now no way of forming the squadron or red- 
ment on right into line by fours; that is to say, there is no way 
of forming them on right into line without inverting either the 
troops, or the squadrons and troops. Now, it is well known 
that not infrequently the squadron or regimental commander 
may wish. for review or other purposes. to form his command 
on right into line without inverting his troops or squadrons and 
troops. Indeed, there are, at times, serious objections to the 
inversion of troops, or squadmns, or both, and not the least 
perhaps of these objections is that an inversion always neces- 
sitates the change of the colors from one flank of a troop to 
another. And even in the squadron this. in the last three years, 
has become of increased importance, since under G. 0. 165, 
War Department, 1907, squadron colors or standards are now 
to be carried at squadron drills. and upon all occasions when 
squadrons are detached from regimental headquarters. 

It would therefore avoid an inconsistency and greatly sim- 
plify the movements, if the commands, 1. On right into line, 2. 
MARCH, from column of fours, were similarly executed in the 
squad, platoon, troop. squadron. and regiment; and if the com- 
mands, I. On right into line by troops, 2. MARCH, and, 1. On 
right into line by squadrons, 2. MARCH, were made to apply 
to the movements of troops on the right and of squadrons on 
thelright respectively. 

Or if it should he deemed better to change the form of 
these three commands from two to three parts, then they 
should be written as follows: 

. -  

(613. 761). 

1. Line, 2. On the right, 3 .  MARCH. 
1. Line, 2. On the right by troops, 3. MARCH. 
1. Line, 2. On the rigkt by squadrons, 3, MARCH. 
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In the on right into line of a troop, squadron or regiment, 
from column of platoons, (503, 651, 745), practically the same 
criticisms and same remarks apply. In the troop the on right 
into line is by platoons; in the squadron and regiment it is by 
troops; and in the latter case the troops would be inverted 
and the colors would have to change their position from the 
left of the third platoon of the color troop to the left of the 
color troop; that is to say, they would have to pass in rear of 
the other two platoons of the color troop. But if the move- 
ments were executed in the squadron and regiment as they are 
in the troop, there would be no inversion and the colors would 
come into line in their proper place without any change of 
position. 

We have just seen that under the present drill regulations 
a-squadron or regiment can not execute on right into line from 
column of fours or column of platoons without inverting the 
troops; and while it is not insisted that the commands for 
these movements should be so written and explained as always 
to permit their execution without inverting the troops, it is 
insisted that they should be so written and explained as to per- 
mit, when desirable, their execution without inverting the 
troops. 

Again, being in line of platoons, to extend or close in- 
tervals, the commands are, 1. On (such) platoon, to (so many) 
p r d s  extend, 2. MARCH, and, 1. On (such) plutoon, to (so 
many) ymds closc, 2. MARCH. (563). But being in line of 
platoon columns, to extend and close intervals, the commands 
are, 1. On (such) troop, 2. Extend intern&, 3. MARCH, and, 1. 
On (such) troop, 2. Close intend.s, 3. MARCH. (659). To say 
nothing of the fact that in the first example, each set of com- 
mands consists of two parts and in the second of three parts, 
although exactly the same movements are to be executed in 
each case, it may be remarked that the omission of the word 
intewals in one set of commands and the inclusion of it in the 
other is a serious fault. I t  is another of the many instances 
of putting on the commander the burden of remembering. He 
must remember not only that the commands are different in the 
two cases, but that the word intervals must be omitted in the 

. 
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extended order drill, and be included in the close order drill; 
and this, too, notwithstanding the fact that in each case he is 
doing exactly the same thing, namely, increasing and diminish- 
ing intervals. 

1. Extend intervals, to (so many) p r d s ,  2. On (such) 
platoon, 3. MARCH. (See 563). 

1. Close intends,  to (so many) yords, 2. Ow (such) 
platoorr, 3. MARCH. (See 563). 

1. Ertend irrtewds, 2. On (such) troop, 3. S f A R c H .  (See 

1. Close intends,  2. On (such) troop, 3. MARCH. (See 
659). 

In this discussion the point has been made that unneces- 
sary words should be omitted from written commands; on the 
other hand, it should be equally insisted upon that necessary 
words should not be omitted. For example, the squadron be- 
ing in double column of fours, to form line to and on the 
right, ( 6 6 5 ) .  the commands are, 1. Fours right, 2. Left troops 
OB right into line, 3. MARCH. Inasmuch as it is deemed neces- 
sary to designate the Left troops in the second part of the com- 
mands, since they alone execute on right into line, why should 
it not be deemed necessary to designate the Right troops in 
the first part of the commands, since they alone execute fours 
right? It is necessary; and unless this is done, the commands 
are not clear and. consequently, must lead at times to confusion 
and error. As won as  Fours right is uttered, and before the 
second part of the commands is uttered, all the troops expect 
to execute fours right; and not until the second part is uttered 
do the left troops learn that they are not to execute that com- 
mand, but, on the contrary, are to  execute an entirely different 
command. As they stand in the text, the commands in effect 
order a squadron to  do a certain thing, then revoke the order 
in so fa r  as it applies to a part of the squadron, and then order 
this part to  do something totally different from what it was 
first ordered to do. Property written, the commands would be: 
1. Right troops fours right, left troops on fight into line, 2. 
MARCH. Or if it should be deemed better to change the form 
of the commands from two to three parts, then they should be 

Properly written, these commands would be: 
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written as follows: 1. Line, 2. Right troops fours right, lefi 
troops on the right, 3. MARCH. 

Again, in extended order, if the captain wishes to assemble 
the line of groups or skirmishers he “takes post or sends the 
guidon where he wishes to form the troop,” and commands: 1. 
Assemble, 2. MARCH; or if he wishes to assemble them by 
platoons, he commands: 1. Assemble by platoons, 2. MARCH. 
(565).  But if he wishes to rally them by troop, he does not 
command, 1. Rulfy, 2. MARCH, but commands, RALLY; or if 
he wishes to rally them by platoons, he does not command, 1. 
Rally by platoons, 2. MARCH, but commands, RALLY BY PLA- 
TOONS. (566, 567). 

Upon examination of these two commands for rallying a 
troop or platoon, it will be noted that though each is written in 
capitals as a command of execution, each is also a preparatory 
command since “it indicates the movement that is to be exe- 
cuted.” (See 9). Why should these commands be written in 
this way? Why should they not be written 1. Rail?, 2. MARCH, 
and, 1. Rulfy by Phtoons, 2. hIARCH, as they are similarly 
written for the assembly? I am unable to answer; but I 
venture the opinion that it was thought that by writing them 
in this form the rally would be more quickly executed. Is 
this so? Let us see. 

Practically all commands for drill movements consist of 
two parts, a preparatory command or commands, and a com- 
mand of execution; and soldiers are taught and mon learn that 
a movement can not begin until the command of execution is 
given. After the command is given telling them what move- 
ment is to be executed, they invariably expect it to be followed 
by a command of execution; and so it is when the command 
RALLY is given, they naturally expect it to be followed by 
the command, MARCH; and especially is this true in this case, 
since the command RALLY will very probably be given imme- 
diately after the soldiers hare been practiced two or three times 
in the commands, 1. Assemble, 2. MARCH. Expecting the 
MARCH after the command RALLY, the soldiers naturally wait 
for it, yet the instructor, well knowing the cause of delay, can 
not utter MARCH, for that would be in violation of the drill 
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regulations. w e  must then explain that R u t y  is not solely 
a preparatory command, nor solely a command of execution ; 
that it is both; that it is two in one; that it is a sort of a 
double action command ; that  it is not followed by MARCH ; 
and that it must be executed the moment it is uttered. T h e  
explanation has probably caused a delay of several minutes, 
but had the MARCH followed the RALLY there would have 
been no delay. 

But this is not all; prompt and correct execution requires 
every soldier to remember that MARCH is given after As- 
semble, but is not given after Rdly.  If he becomes confused, 
if he waits for MARCH after Rally, he will never execute the 
movement, or if he anticipates the MARCH after Assemble, 
he will cause confusion and error. 

Attention should also be invited to the fact that the ma- 
jority of the private soldiers of a troop learn their drill on the 
drill ground and not by studying the drill regulations; and that 
a spoken command gives the soldier much less information 
than a written command, since, in speaking it, there is no way 
to convey to him the fact that it is printed in italics or in 
CAPITALS-nO way to convey to him the fact that it is a com- 
mand of execution and not a preparatory command. 

Thus far. in this case. the discussion has proceeded on 
the supposition that the instructor himself will make no mis- 
takes in giving the commands; but this supposition is im- 
probable, for though he will probably never forget, after his 
attention has been called to it, that the MARCH is to be uttered 
in one command and not to be uttered in the other, he will 
be very apt soon to forget in which particular case it is or is 
not to be uttered. 

Again, since the command for rallying by platoons is, 
RALLY BY PLATOONS, it would naturally be supposed that the 
command for rallying by troops would be, RAUY BY TROOPS. 
But there is no commands printed in the Cavalry Drill Regula- 
tions for rallying by troops. There is, however, in paragraph 
692 an attempt made to explain the matter, but there is noth- 
ing in the paragraph that fixes dehitely the form of the 
major‘s commands. The words of the paragraph are, “To 
assemble or rally by troop, the major commands: 1. Troops, 
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2. Assemblc, 3. MARCH, or causes the assembly or rally to be 
sounded.” Now, it will be noted that there are but two state- 
ments in these quoted words referring to the rally. One reads: 
“To rally by troop, the major commands: 1. Troops, 2. As- 
semble, 3. MARCH.” The other reads: “To rally by troop, 
the major causes the rally to be sounded.” As to the first 
statement, it is well known that this can not be the meaning 
intended, and as to the second statement, it is well known that 
the raUy per se is not sufficient. The word troops must be 
sounded also, otherwise there is nothing to indicate the kind 
of rally, whether by platoons, by troops, or by squadron. 

Not from the English of the paragraph then-for nothing 
can be got out of that-but  from inference and a knowledge of 
tactics, it may be assumed that the trumpeter is to sound troops 
and then follow it by sounding rally. But even if this as- 
sumption be correct, are we not still in the dark as to the cor- 
rect form of the major’s commands? 

I 

Are they, 1. Troops, 2. RALLY. 
or, TROOPS RALLY. 
O f  RALLY BY TROOPS, 
or, 1. Troops, 2. Rally, 3. MARCH. 
How simple this whole matter would be if the commands 

1. Assemble, 2. MARCH. 
1. Rally, 2. MARCH. 
1. Assemble, 2. By  platoons, 3. MARCH. 
1. Rally, 2. By platoons, 3. MARCE. 
1. Assemble, 2. By troops, 3. MARCH. 
1. Rally, 2. By troops, 3. MARCH. 
1. Assemble, 2. On (such) troop, 3. MUCH. 
1. Rally, 2. On (such) troop, 3. MARCH. 

for assembling and rallying were written as follows: 

I 

To be continued. 
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first time appeared the true horse, in its development exactly, or 
nearly so, as we know it now. 

Fossil remains of horses, differing but slightly from the 
smaller and coarser breeds of those now existing, are found in 
abundance, in the deposits of the most recent geological forma- 
tions, in almost every part of America. 

The metamorphosis of this horse-like animal of the Tertiary 
Period, to the horse of modern times, has been accompanied by 
a gradual increase in size. 

It is impossible to judge the duration of the period, from 
the time when the horse became extinct on the American con- 
tinent, and the date it was discovered, by Columbus, it is cer- 
tain that the Equidae of America must have once existed in 
great numbers and then have become entirely extinct. 

The first modern horses ever landed in America were 
brought by Columbus on his second voyage to the West Indies 
in 1493. 

The first landed on the mainland were those sent by Diego 
Velasquez, the Spanish Governor of Cuba, with Hernando 
Cortes, to whom he entrusted the conquest of Mexico, and who 
landed on the Mexican coast on March 4, 1519, with between 
six and seven hundred Spaniards, eighteen of whom were 
horsemen, and some pieces of cannon. The noise of the ar- 
tillery, the appearance of the floating fortresses, which had 
transported the party over the ocean, and the horses on which 
they fought, all new objects to the natives, inspired them with 
astonishnlent, mingled with terror and admiration. After the 
conquest of hlexico. Cortes returned to Spain and was again 
sent out, with instructions to extend his conquests, and in 1536 
he discovered the peninsula of California. 

Pamfilo de Sarvaez, a Spanish adventurer, one of the sub- 
ordinates of Velaquez in the reduction of Cuba, sailed from 
that island in 1527 with a force of about 600 men and forty- 
two horses. He landed, probably, near Tampa Bay, Florida, 
and after a difficult and perilous journey inland returned to the 
coast, built rude boats and started for Mexico. The vessel that 
carried Nanaez was driven to sea in a storm and he perished. 
His Iieutenant, Cabeza de Vaca, and others of the party reached 
land and made their way across the continent to the Pacific 

I 
NOTES ON THE PROGENITORS OF CERTAIN 

STRAINS OF THE MODERN AMERICAN 
HORSE. 

BY V~TERINABUN COLEMAN NOCKOLDS, FIRST CAVALRY. 

(Continued from the fanrary, 2911, journal of the U. S.  Cavalry 
A ssoczutzon.) 

HE earliest fossil animals known, to which it is possible T by a series of modifications to trace the modern horse. 
are found in the lowest strata of the great lacustrine formations, 
assigned to the Eocene period, spread over considerable portions 
of Ei’ew Mexico, Wyoming and Utah. The Eohippus of Marsh, 
a little animal not much larger than a cat, presents the most 
generalized form of the perissodactyle type yet discovered, as 
besides the four well developed toes of the fore feet, found in 
so many others, it has at least the rudiments of a fifth. 

This naturally leads to the assumption that this must in its 
turn have been represented at a still earlier date b j  another form 
with all five toes complete, brit direct evidence of this is at 
present wanting and so must remain another of the palxotlto- 
logical mysteries. 

The animal most like the existing horse of the Niocene 
period was the Anchiterium, remains of which have been found 
in the fossil state in this country as well as Europe; this was 
succeeded during the Pliocene by the Pliohippus. 

In these and other forms which flourished during the Cain- 
ozoic age the lateral toes, although containing the full nuinber of 
bones, were much reduced in size, and did not reach the ground, 
but were suspended to the outside of, and rather behind the 
large middle one, something like the dew-claws of the dog. 

Horses or rather horse-like creatures with feet formed like 
this were met with in the Pleistocene period, but then for the 
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c &; it is probable that the horses which they had were turned 

loose at different places along the route to shift for themselves. 
During the month of May, 1539, a very richly equipped 

party of about 600 Spaniards, under the leadership of the Span- 
ish Captain, Ferdinand0 de Soto, accredited with the honor of 
having discovered the Mississippi river, landed on the west coast 
of Florida; from point to point they wandered for four years, 
the line of their route seemed to have passed through Florida 
aed Georgia, north as far as 35 N. lat, then south to the neigh- 
borhood of Mobile, and finally N. W. towards the Mississippi 
which was reached early in 1541. De Soto died and his body 
was sank in its waters. 

His men returned by water in roughly hewn boats, which 
took them to the sea in nineteen days; beyond a doubt their 
horses were left behind. 

A large portion of the Americas were either discovered or 
conquered during a short period about this time by the Spanish, 
and in most instances they had horses with them. 

Peru was conquered by Francisco Pizarro in 1 5 3 1 ,  who 
condemned the  Inca. Atahuallpa to death by burning, but 
finally had him strangulated. Io 1534 Mendoza, with the 
largest expedition tha t  ever left Europe. entered the River 
Plata. and after landing, founded Bueaos Ayres and ex- 
plored the country between Paraguay and Peru. Rodrigo de 
Ida crossed the great plain of Patagonia during 1535. Alonso 
de Ojeda entered Colombia in 1499, and by the middle of the 
century it was fairly well settled by the Spanish. Venezuela, 
sighted by Colunibus in 1498, was taken by the Spaniards in 
1550. Paraguay was visited by Sebastian Cabot in 1528, who 
built a fort there called Santo Espiritu. and Asuncion was 
founded on August 15, 1537, by Juan de Ayolas, which place 
was made the capital of the Spanish possessions east of the 
Andes, and from it adventurers started in all directions. 

In 1512 Juan Diaz de Solis entered the Plata and landed 
near where the city of Montevideo now stands, but it was not 
till 1729 that General Zavala conquered Uruguay, although the 
Portuguese had established settlements there. 

The first Spanish invasion of Chili was led by Diego de 
Almagro in 1535, but he was compelled to retrace his steps, and 
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although this country was never really conquered by the Span- 
iards, they, however, arranged treaties which allowed them com- 
mercial relations and to settle in that country. 

Texas owes its first settlement to La Salle, in 1685, and 
Louisiana to the same explorer in 1682. Its first colony, Iber- 
ville, was established in 1699. De Soto penetrated Alabama in 
1541, which was the same year that he was in Louisiana, and 
the Spaniards covered a great deal of these territories, estab- 
lishing missions and settlements, although the French predomi- 
nated, and so at different times many horses from Spain were 
introduced at different points. 

The horses of Spain, at the time of the discovery and cow 
quest of North and South America, were at the zenith of their 
glory, their breeding tracing directly to the oriental, dam and 
sire, as the best thoroughbred does today. The Spaniards had 
realized the value of the careful selection of sires and dams as 
regards blood, substance and stamina, for obtaining best results. 
They had made use of those desert Barbs which had accompa- 
nied the Numidian cavalry, used by the Carthagenian family of 
Barca, the conquerors and rulers of all the Mediterranean and 
Atlantic shores of Spain, from Carthagena to Cadiz, as well as 
the Barbs, which the troopers of Hannibal used on their march 
from the Pyrenees to the Rhone. 

These animals were eagerly sought after by foreign mon- 
archs and breeders to improve the breeds of different European 
countries, as it was well known that' they were superior in size 
and for racing and breeding purposes to the true born desert 
animal. 

The wild horse of our western country and of the Pampas 
of South America is the direct descendant of the best type of 
the Spanish horse, the very animal that in a large degree made 
the thoroughbred what he is today. It is a well known fact 
that retrogression of breeds war throug-h excessive inbreeding, 
want of care, lack of nourishment and bad selection of pro- 
genitors, from ail of which conditions the horses in the feral 
state in this country suffered. At the same time the mustang of 
America, if he can be found in the pure state today, is the result 
of the survival of the fittest of his race. 

If in the place of allowing him to become almost extinct the 
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mustang had been fairly treated and given half the care that so 
many of the imported animals have had and his blood had been 
dnvjgometj by the use of carefully selected sires, it is doubt- 
ful  whether the American Thoroughbred Stud Ekmk would con- 
tain the names of such horses as the Morocco Barb, Bryerly 
Turk, Godolphin Arabian, etc., to head the pedigrees of the 
horses contained therein. 

Instead of this, great cold-blooded Normans or Percherons 
were in many instances used as  a first cross towards improving 
the breed, and again the resulting monstrosity was bred to the 
same type, anything to have a colt, which accounts for the hun- 
dreds of distortions in the shape of horse flesh that one sees on 
the streets and in the ranks today. 

Anyone that has had to do with a cayuse knows that it is 
the exception for one that has half a chance, in the shape of 
feed and care, not to pay for its keep. That in spite of its 
often being badly formed and disproportionately made, with its 
ewe neck, cow hocks, bad feet, ragged hips, often coupled too 
long, and bandy-kneed, there is still left the mark of good blood 
as seen by the shape and setting of the long, lean head, wide 
nostrils and fine mane and tail. It is often condeninetl for 
viciousness, in the shape of bucking and fighting, which in it- 
self, after the long neglect, shows that the spirit is still there. 
After breaking, the intelligence. staying powers and ability to 
live where the more pampered but coarser bred horse would 
starve is hardly ever praised, but expected as a matter of course; 
it is the result of heredity. 

If judgment had been used for the improvement of this 
foundation stock. instead of importing a conglomeration of for- 
eign breeds for experimental purposes. we would be the posses- 
sors of a type of saddle horses unescelled by any others for 
traveling long distances a t  a good pace and carrying a fair 
amount of weight on scanty forage. 

A French lawyer by the name of 34. D'Escarbot brought 
horses with other domesticated animals into Arcadia in 1604. 
'Two years later the French extended their colonization into 
Canada and took horses with them. Although the race is some- 
what degenerated, most probab!y because of the inclemency of 

the climate, traces of the Norman and Breton can still be no- 

When the English ships arrived at  Jamestown, Virginia, 
in 1607, two years after the first settlement was established on 
the James river, they brought, besides swine, sheep and cattle, 
six mares and a horse. In  1629 Francis Higginson brought 
from the county of Leicestershire a number of horses and mares 
to the plantations near Massachusetts Bay. 

New York received its first horses, imported by the Dutch 
West India company, in 1625. These were probably of the 
Flanders breed. 

Horses were getting quite plentiful in Virginia as  early as 
1657, and an act was passed that year prohibiting their ex- 
portation. 

As early as  1750 the French of Illinois possessed consid- 
erable numbers of French horses, and since that. time many pure 
horses of distinct breeds had been imported into this country. 

It is quite evident that the original stock of the American 
unimproved horse is a result of a mixture of breeds, the French, 
Spanish, Flemish and the English. It was the exception for 
any one strain to remain intact until recently. 

There existed a lamentable carelessness as  to the preserva- 
tion of pedigrees of animals, with the exception of the thorough- 
bred, which naturally resulted in irretrievable confusion. \\'hen 
the value of blood and hereditary qualities began to be admitted 
it became the custom to manufacture spurious pedigrees, so that 
an animal that was pleasing to the eye or that had run well 
would be used to breed from. It is a well known fact that in 
no instance has it k e n  known that one of what might be called 
a life perfirmer has left behind him an animal that has shown 
any qualities of particular merit. 

In New York state the early importation of the thorough- 
bred. the first in 1i63. and the constant support of horse racing, 
so changed the original Dutch or Flemish stock that the char- 
acteristics of her horses resembled those of the English race, 
with a strong cross of good blood. 

The early French horse was brought over before there was 
a stud look in France, so that the importers gave whatever 
name to the breed they chose. Many were brought from the 

. ticed in their horses. 

' If so but a slight trace of them is left. . .  . .  
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old province of La Pede!, some purchased in Paris and some 
from no one knows where. The best were brought from Li- 
mousin and Normandy, and these appeared to have the general 
characteristics of the Percheron. 

The origin of the early French horse is traced from the 
horses of the cavalry, of the Saracen chief, Abderame, who was 
defeated, with a loss of some 300,OOO warriors slain, by Charles 
Martel, at Tours, in 732. These horses were of oriental blood 
from the east and as time went on and the necessity arose for 
horses that could carry heavy burdens, these horses were in- 
creased in size and weight by crossing with draft horses from 
Jhgland and Denmark. 

Up to 1820 the heavy horses of France lacked the sym- 
metry and finish which they pow possess and a systematic ef- 
fort was made by the French government to eliminate the 
coarseness which had been introduced by the free and injddicious 
use of the draft blood and which succeeded in producing the 
present type. 

The Flemish, Clyde, Shire and, in fact, all heavy types of 
draft horses, originated, according to most authorities, from the 
wild Mack horse of Europe. Pennsylvania was the state in 
which the draft horse type predominated. 

The majority of horses imported in the early times to Vir- 
ginia, Maryland and the Carolinas were thoroughbreds. This 
caused a large number of animals required for farm and other 
work to be weedy and undersized. 

In Louisiana and many of the western states the Spanish, 
French, with a mixture of the English strains, were in the 
majority. 

The Cleveland Bay was a very popular strain in some lo- 
calities. He originated in the counties of York and Durham, in 
England, and was what might be described as a heavy, slow 
coach horse. They were largely employed for farm work and 
wen rather too stiff for hunting and too light for coaching. A 
Cleveland Bay horse has been known to carry more than seven 
hundred pounds sixty miles in twenty-four hours. There is still 
a type of these horses in the United States, which can be looked 
UP Upon referring to the Amencan Cleveland Bay Stud Book. 

%land the Cleveland as a distinctive breed is practically a- 
tinct 

. -  
b i 1  

In the early days the ambition to produce a horse that 
was merely used as a draft animal was offset by the use of 
oxen, which supplied the place of mere weight haulers, and 
every horse was required to be of some use as a roadster. As 
a matter of fact, for docility, temper, soundness of constitution, 
endurance of fatigue, sure-footedness and speed. the American 
roadster is not to be excelled, if equaled, by any known horse 
in the world. 

There was no distinctive type, although in certain localities 
two or three families merited reputations for certain peculiar 
qualities. such as the Narragansett pacers, the families known 
as Morgan and Black Hawk, the Canadians and Trotters. 

Of these the Trotters are the only ones that have developed 
into a distinctive American type, although the Morgan of a 
modified type is kept up by the American Morgan register. 

The Narragansetts were the only ones that could claim to 
be held a distinctive family. T h e  transmitted their qualities 
in line of hereditary descent, without further crosses, with high- 
er or hotter blood. They were descended from the Spanish 
pacing jennets of Andalusia and became a class by themselves, 
all natural pacers, but the breed is now extinct. 

There is 
considerable difference of opinion as to the origin of the Morgan 
horse. Some authorities advance the opinion that they are the 
descendants of a horse that was stolen or taken from a British 
officer during the Revolutionary War ; others state that the origin 
of the breed was a horse named “Morgan,” the property of 
Mr. Justin Morgan, bought by him at Springfield, Mass., in 
1795. His sire was True Briton, by an imported horse called 
“Moretown’s Traveler,” among whose ancestors are found 
“English Eclipse,” “Childers” and the “Godolphin Arab.” Trw 
Briton was stolen from General Delancey while with a band of 
refugee troops on Long Island. The dam of the original Mor- 
gan horse was more than half thoroughbred. The horses of 
this strain attained considerable notoriety throughout the east- 
e m  states as good all round general p u p s e  horses. 

The Black Hawk strain came from a family in which the 
thoroughbred predominated. 

_ I  
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The Morgan is a well known American strain. 
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A type, known as the Conestoga, developed in Pennsylvania. 
It came of a cross between the English and Dutch draft horse. 
It was well adapted to draw heavy merchandise over primitive 
roads, and to the pioneer farmer it was a decidedly useful and 
well marked variety, but through bad selection and inbreeding 
has become extinct. 

The Canadian. as a special variety of breed. was well 
known. They were mainly of French descent and usually 
smaller than the original French Sornian horse. They were 
an extraordinarily hardy race, especially free from diseases of 
the feet, and well able to withstand the rigors oi tlie northern 
climate. They rarely exceeded fifteen hands, more often below 
that height. They were long lived. easily kept, and were noted 
for their compactness and vigor of constitution. This breed has 
been lost sight of through the admixture on one hand of the 
heavy draft type and on the other with the blood of the light 
roadster. 

The only remaining. what might be termed true types of 
the -1merican horse, are the trotters and the saddlers. 

That wonderful production of the American trainer, tlie 
trotting horse of modern times, is the result of an admisture 
of breeds, chosen from amongst the vast array of roadsters. 
The old long distance trotting horses can trace their descent 
from the thoroughbreds Abdallah and Messenger, and run back 
through their sires to old Messenger. There are many that are 
in no way directly related to  the thoroughbred. The develop 
ment of speed in ;he trotting horse, through systematic breed- 
ing and training of experts in that line of horsemanship, has 
been and is one of the great industries of the United States. 
The thoroughbred Messenger was imported into Philadelphia 
from Engiand in 1788. He was a gray stallion by Mambrino; 
1st dam by Turk; 2d dam by Regulus; 3d dam by Starling; 4th 
dam by Fox; 5th dam by Bay Bolton; 6th dam by Duke of 
Newcastle's Turk;  7th dam by Bryerly Turk;  8th dam by 
Taffolet Barb; 9th dam by Place's White Turk. He was 8 
years old when imported. H e  was at the stand for twenty 
years in the vicinity of New York and Philadelphia, serving a 
number of thoroughbred mares, but a far greater number of 
cold-blooded mares. The larger mmber of the trotters of 
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today are descended from those coid-blooded mares, although 
many of the true thoroughbreds from this sire also developed 
the trotting instinct. 

Several reasons can be given that led to  the development of 
the trotter. Previous to the Revolutionary War, although a 
large number of thoroughbreds were imported, there were r e p -  
lar established race courses only in the states of Virginia, Mary- 
land and South Carolina. The Sortherner took but little in- 
terest in the breeding of race horses until several years after 
the war. The result was that the breeds of horses became very 
much mixed, Those that would have been used for hunting, 
park and parade purposes in other countries were hitched to 
light vehicles and driven. 

The Puritans looked upon the running of horses as a sinful 
pastime, and this gait therefore as useless and dangerous, with 
tlie result that everything was done to disencourage the breeding 
of a horse which was almost certain to be used for racing. 

The trotting gait was useful and not liable to lead young 
people astray. It was also contended that the practice of run- 
ning horses in races was cruel. Perhaps it was not because it 
gave pain to the horses, but that it gave pleasure to the peo- 
ple who upheld it. that racing was prohibited by the Puritans. 
Anyway, there is more cruelty practiced on the roads and trot- 
ting courses daily in matching horses against time and over- 
driving them against one another than there is yearly on all the 
race courses in tlie world. So doubt it was the same in those 
days as  at the present time. The Puritans did much to en- 
courage the improvement of the trotter. From the admixture 
of the hot blood of the East with the best specimens of the 
mixed blooded horses of the North has cofhe, when it has been 
judiciously mingled, an immense number of superior roadsters, 
horses of courage, endurance and speed such as  no other country 
possesses. 

Hence 
roadsters have been bred in greater numbers and perfection in 
the northern and western parts of the United States than in 
any other place. The comparatively fine condition of the roads 
in summer niake it possible for two or three persons with one 
horse attached to a light vehicle to travel as rapidly as the 

The trotter is usually not a good saddle horse. 
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- eq- * and far more comfortably in bad weather. This fact 
has made it difficult in those fegions of the states where trot- 
ting prevails to procure a handsome, well-broken, well-bitted 
galloper of stylish action, a good turn of speed and a weight 
carrier, while it is easy to find an undeniable trotter, of equal 
appearance and performance, that will go his mile in the thirties, 
or his fifteen miles in the hour at a square trot. 

The popularity of trotting in this country, the great excel- 
lence of trotting trainers, drivers and riders arising from that 
popularity, and the employment of all the very best half and 
threequarter bred horses in the land for driving and trotting 
purposes accounts for the wonderful superiority of the Amer- 
ican roadster. 

The effect of all this and probably the results of the admix- 
ture of breeds has produced the all-purpose horse of America- 
omitting only the hunter, park or parade horse, for which there 
is but a limited demand-that cannot be equaled by any coun- 
try. 

The American sadd1.e horse is truly an American product. 
There were no Puritans or roads for light vehicles in Kentucky 
when Daniel Boone, a native of Pennsylvania, then living in 
North Carolina, led a company of men into that state during the 
year 1769, or when Colonel Knox with his “Long Hunters” 
explored its middle and southern regions. There were a comid- 
erable number of settlers in the state when “the assembly of 
Transylvania” was organized in 1775. The only means of 
traveling in those days in Kentucky was by foot or on horse- 
back. Practically everyone rode, and the Southerner, always 
padd to the running horse, developed the saddle horse from 
that breed, but the saddlers of those days were not the high 
stepping, stylish animals of the present. 

Some of the best foundation horses of this type came 
from Canada, where the pace or ambling gait had been en- 
couraged. Some came from the thoroughbreds and half-bloods 
that were imported from Virginia in 1830. These were crossed 
and produced a breed more useful for saddle purposes than any 
bred in Kentucky before. The thoroughbreds of some strains 
made the best cross with the pacers and native strains for the 
production of horses with the saddle gaits. Those that were 

MODERN AMERICAN HORSE. 876 

best suited for the purpose were selected and bred in and in. -4 
horse named Denmark was one of the most famous. Three of 
his sons were notable under the saddle and winners in the show 
ring. A horse known as Gained Denmark was the best and 
stands at the head of a family. Many of the best Canadian 
pacers were crossed with Denmark, and the mingling of the 
thoroughbred trotting blood and old “side-wheelers” was the 
foundation of the grace and gaits of the American saddle horse. 

Besides the Denmark family, Cabell’s Lexington (a Morgan 
strain), Dremon, Waxy, Eureka, DiIlard and others have ob- 
tained recognition as saddlers. Cabell’s Lexington and Dremon 
were the progenitors of distinct family types; both showed their 
Canadian blood by their heavy manes and tails. Dremon and 
John Waxy, son of Waxy, bore strong resemblance to the Cana- 
dian horse, as was shown by their sturdy build. 

With such composite blood, Kentucky early became famous 
for saddlers which were equally good in harness. These horses 
were the product of the bridle paths of the South and were 
trained in gaits most comfortable to the rider and easy on the 
horse-walk, trot, canter, running walk, fox trot and slow pace. 
Men of the early days in Kentucky had to be constantly in the 
saddle, often many hours each day, and gaits which the horse 
and rider could endure for long periods at a time were neces- 
= r y e  

Although the saddler is pre-eminently a creation of Ken- 
tucky, many of the Southern states have contributed toward 
his improvement. He has served his country for more than a 
century. He carried the chivalry of the South in the Civil War. 
His superiority was proven, as can be seen by the cavalry rec- 
ords of that time. He was used by Morgan’s raiders on their 
bold dash northward, and during the Revolution the men of 
“Light Horse Harry” Lee and Marion were mounted on his 
progenitors. 

Many stallions of this class were sent to Missouri, Ten- 
nessee and Illinois. Missouri got the most, and is now nearly 
equal to Kentucky in the number and quality of her saddle 
horses. Many are now being raised in Ohio, West Virginia, 
Virginia and Texas. 6 

. 
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The 6rst saddle horse came rather by chance than design, 
but experience with other breeds has taught the Kentuckians 
that to get the best type of horse for a special purpose it must 
be bred.for that wx. This horse has been bred for the riders’ 
comfort, and while he can gallop with a fine open stride and 
jump well if needed, his peculiar merit lies in what is called in 
the North “artificial gaits,” but what is known in the South as 
the ‘‘natud gaits.” 

A first class saddle horse is expected to go at command 
six or eight different gaits. There are several fancy gaits be- 
sides which are modifications of the others, depending on the 
conformation of the animal a m  the skill of the rider. 

The following gaits are recognized for entry in the Amer- 
ican Saddle Horse Breeders’ Association Register: Ii’alk, trot, 
rack, canter, running walk, fox trot and slow- pace. The single- 
f o o t  is an intermediate between the trot and a pace. 

The type produced by Black Squirrel, whose sire was Black 
Eagle, is perhaps the best for grandeur and beauty. 

The pacer may be considered as belonging to the same class 
as the trotter. Certainly nothing can be said in his favor as a 
pleasure horse, although on a smooth road or on the track the 
pace is a shade faster than the trot. Until recently pacers were 
chiefly used as saddle animals. The old-fashioned pacer, once 
so popular for that purpose, had a broken gait like some of the 
easy movements of the gaited saddler. They lack the beauty 
of form and are of a poorer conformation than the trotter. The 
staying qualities of the track pacer are said to be due to the 
blood of the thoroughbred in him. 

Thtters and saddlers may be said to be the only real mod- 
em types of strictly American production. The general purpose 
horses with all their legions run to no special type. The best 
part of all .these is due in some manner, however remote, to 
the infusion of thoroughbred blood which has at different times 
gained access to their veins. . 

Too much cannot be said in favor of the American gen- 
eral purpose horse. Let him be of whatever shape or size he 
may, he cannot be replaced for the uses to which he is put and 
the various kind of duties which he has to perform. If it were 
not for the fact that there are places and uses for animals 
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that are more sightly, intelligent and possessing a larger amount 
of controllable spirits it would be useless to look further. 

Com- 
pared with the animals used for the same purposes in foreign 
countries, there is nothing to equal him. He has a disposition 
that is unique. I t  is the exception to find a professional horse 
breaker in this country, while in other countries they are to be 
found in every village. The American animal is raised gentle. 
In every city and settlement in the United States one can see 
horses, saddled or hitched to vehicles, left alone for hours, re- 
gardless of weather or conditions. The horse of other countries, 
under like conditions, would become frightened and bolt. Being 
behind the bit has its advantages: it does away with the neces- 
sity of having ‘to keep a trained driver or rider or an extra 
man with the delivery wagon to hold the horse, or in tying 
the animal up every time it is necessary to stop and leave him. 

No particular class of men, but in general the whole public, 
the mechanic, the butcher, the tailor or the grocer at the corner, 
is just as likely to own his fast nag that can go a mile down 
in the thirties, or carry him to the park or fair on his back, as 
the millionaire. 

It seems remarkable that horsemanship, although so gen- 
eral, is in such a lamentably low state, especially in the northern 
and middle states. 

In most instances the dealer and owner alike consider that 
all has been done that can be done, or that it is desirable to 
have done, when it has been demopstrated that the animal can 
go fast, without the slightest reference to the how. The style 
or form of going, the ease or hardship to the rider or driver, 
is nothing. 

It is extraQrdinary that, however admirable the qualities of 
their natural gaits, style, action or adaptation for the saddle or 
harness, the buyer does not meet one in a hundred which has 
received the slightest artificial education or which has the rudi- 
ments of a mouth, that Sine q w  #on in a finished animal. They 
have not the slightest knowledge of paces or the least idea of 
carrying its crest up, its chin to its chest, or its haunches under 
it. If the horse has received even the rudiments of an educa- 
tion, it is recommended as something extra, wonderful, as hav- 

He was and is the right thing in the right place. 
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ing high school manners, etc., instead of being what would be 
considered in other countries as the usual thing, unless it be 
an unbroken colt. 

In  like manner, riders (and this unfortunately is not con- 
fined to civilians), if they can pound their beasts along, getting 
the best possible out of him, laying himself back in his stirrups, 
hanging on by the reins, or, fortunately for the horse, if the 
usual curb bit is used, held on by some mechanically built con- 
trivairce, designated a saddle, $nd if with the exceptional saddle 
and double bridle or plain snafffe, steadying himself by the 
eternal running martingales, and bearing a dead pull on the 
snaffle bit, the horseman esteems himself and is esteemed by his 
admirers a perfect equestrian. 

Yet put him on a neatly broken horse, with a spirit that 
will fire as quickly as gunpowder to the spark, with a mouth of 
velvet, obedient to the slightest aid; on such a horse, with a 
curb. no martingale or cavesson whereby to hang on, and ten 
to one his horse will jump from under him at the first capriole 
or soubresault. At  all events. he will sit him as gracefully as 
a sack of meal would. 

The finished rider finds it hard work and rarely ever suc- 
ceeds in making the ordinary general purpose horse an efficient 
mount, but this animal can be ridden by the man whose hands 
are not independent of his seat, and gives pleasure to the masses 
as well as allows indifferent riders to  be drilled mounted. 

The great differences in this chance combination of breeds 
and his analogy abroad lieg in his inferiority of height of the 
forehand, in the loftiness and thinness of the withers and in 
the setting on and carriage of the neck and crest. while he is 
superior in the general development of his quarters, in the let- 
down of his hams, and in his height behind, often inclining to 
what is known as goose rump. 

This explains the fact that it is not as necessary to use the 
breast strap on the majority of horses that are ridden for all 
kind of purposes here. It is the exception to  see horses ridden 
without breast straps abroad. 

Pertraps the most noticeable thing in this class of our 
horses is their surefootedness and freedom from stumbling. It 
is the exception to  see horses with broken knees on our streets, 
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whilst abroad the majority of animals used for public purposes, 
as  for hacks, light delivery, and livery, both saddle and draft 
suffer from broken knees to a more or less extent. 

These conditions are perhaps due to the larger number of 
-ough pastures, with broken surfaces and stumps still remaining, 
than are found in tlie longer cultivated, more finished fields in 
Europe, which teaches young horses to bend their knees and 
throw their legs out iiiore freely while playing with their dams 
in the field. and also to lift and set down their feet more care- 

This freedom from stumbling may also be due to the animal 
not being worn out by prior service, as is the case with so many 
of the foreign general purpose horses, which are often used by 
rich owners and considerably worn before being sold into more 
menial service. 

The American horse has a better temper and does not suffer 
from that irritableness, which in some cases amounts to vicious- 
ness, that the foreign animal does. Perhaps this is due to the 
less high strain of blood and the greater degree of kindness with 
which they are treated when being broken, and the lack of vigor- 
ous grooming which any but the running horse and trotter in I 

training gets in this country. 
It is certain that the proportion of kickers, bolters, inveter- ' 

ate shiers or balkers, are in an immeasurably smaller proportion 
in this  country than abroad. One hardly ever sees a furious, 
biting, striking, screaming brute, whom he cannot approach but 
at the risk of limb or life, in an American horse of any class or 
condition. 

So doubt- the way horses are treated abroad, the pamper- 
ing, high living, excessive grooming and general maintenance of , 
horses in an unnatural and excited state of health and spirits, 
has an injurious effect on the general temper of the animal. 

If it have any injurious effect in provoking the animal to 
resistance, rebellion or caprice, the rest soon follows, for the j 
rebellion or caprice of the animal constantly calls forth the v i e  ' 

lence, the injustice and cruelty of the groom 
By these means a casual trick is confirmed into a depraved 

fully. 
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habit, and a playful, mischievous creature transformed into a 
vicioos, samgedevit 

The general purpose horse of America is superior, not in 
Mood or in beauty, but in hardihood, in speed, in docility and in 
good temper, to any race of general purpose horses in the known 
world. 

(To be cortinned.) 
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Bv MAJOR T. BENTLEY YOTT. FOURTH F~ELD ART~LLIS~V. I 

HE Cavalry Equipment Board, now in session at the Rock rr Island Arsenal, having requested suggestions from all 
mounted officers as to improvements in horse equipments, etc., 
the following has been submitted for their consideration: 

I t  is impossible for me to comply with the request of the 
board for statistical answers to the questions which their letter 
asks or implies, especially with regard to sore backs, yet I may 
as well give the board the benefit of such knowledge as I have 
already on this question, especially as during the ten years that 
I have known and seen something of European cavalry, I have : 
tried to comprehend the good and bad points of their system as 
compared with our own. 

the board, even though it undoubtedly has already remarked 
this point, that all appreciations as to horses, saddles and meth- 
ods are likely to be extremely personal and complicated by prej- 
udices so subtk as to escape our own detection and so tenacious 
as to frequently upset our fair-minded intelligence. \\'e all start 
out with preconceived notions without realizing it. For exam- 
ple, it would be almost useless for a partisan of our hooded 
stirrups to try to convince a French or German cavalryman that 
it was superior to his own steel stirrup. He would say it is 
too hideous to think about, and he would refuse, therefore, to 
think about it impartially. 

I 
Similarly, if the advantages of our saddle without leather 

skirts were presented, the English or French officer would say I 
it soiled the trousers and brought two hot bodies (the man and ' 
the horse) into intimate contact. Further argument would be ' 
difficult. 

- 8  
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In the first place, I think it is not out of place to remind ' 

1 
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On our side, I have observed in many conversations with 
American officers and enlisted men an equally strong prejudice 
when discussing the relative merits of the close seat and the 
r i s i n g  seat. This attitude has unquestionably changed some- 
what in recent years, but the great mass of our officers. I be- 
lieve, still consider rising to the trot a mere fad. based on the 
desire ,to be “stylish” and having no real intrinsic merit. For 
many years the officer who used the double bridle was subject 
to the same imputation. “He thinks it swell to use double 
reins,” it would be said, and the fact that each rein led to a 
different bit. and each bit had its uses. was generally lost 
sight of. 

I beg leave to here insist soniewhat on the discussion of 
the close seat and the rising seat, because i f  the Board desires 
to make useful comparisons between our saddle and its effects 
with European saddles and their effects, it must keep constantly 
in mind the system of riding used with each saddle. 

The Board has on hand, a t  the arsenal, saddles of all 
countries. Speaking only of Europe, every one of these. except 
the Cossack saddle. is intended to be used by a man who rises 
to the trot. This is important to keep in mind. not only he- 
cause of the effect upon the horse’s back. hut hecause it has a 
determining influence upon the way of carrying the rifle or 
carbine. 

The Cossack saddle, the seat it gives rise to and the sort 
of horses-or. rather, ponies-habitually used with i t .  are 
familiar to all who have seen the Cossacks in various \Vild 
West shows. It does not seem suited to us. hut I know too 
little of its good qualities to judge intelligently. and T do lint 
think this or any other saddle should be ignored i n  a thorough 
and scientific investigation of the question. Its friends should 
be .heard. I can only bring one idea to the discussion: in the 
Russian army only Cossacks ( i .  e.. irregular or militia cavalry) 
use this saddle. The dragoons and cuirassiers (regular cavalry) 
use the European saddle, not dissimilar to the French dragoon 
saddle. Therefore, this saddle seems condemned in i t s  own . 
country. But it should not be forgotten that Russians. above 
all. the best class of very intelligent Russian officers. are the 
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least competent horsemen to be found in aqy country I am 
acquainted with, and they rarely ride except when they have to.’ 

All the other saddles and the equipment devised to go with 
them anticipate that the man should rise to the trot. This has, 
not been a blind following of tradition; on the contrary, it has , 
been a gradual growth, embracing one country after another, 
until all now accept this system as  least fatiguing on man and 
horse. Even England, which, in this matter as in everything- 
else concerning the horse, has been the model for all Europe, 
except Southeastern Russia, even England shows a gradual, 
progress of ideas and of practice in this matter. I t  is not so 
many years ago since all English cavalry was taught to sit the] 
trot as well as to rise to it, and it was formally prescribed that 
troops passing in review must sit close. 

In recent years, with the abolition everywhere of all move- 
ments not essential to the soldier’s business in campaign, this 
requirement has been revoked, and English cavalry now marches 
past rising to the trot like all Continental cavalry; but I can 
still ranember the jokes and sneers which used to appear at the 
expense of young soldiers pounding their leather when trying 
to sit close at  reviews. 

If I remember correctly, one of the last countries to abolish 
the close seat and adopt the rising trot was .histria. It is 
significant that in making this change, the term adopted to 
describe the rising seat is “leichstreiten.” or “easy riding.” .4ny-. 
body interested in this subject would find very instructive the; 
reasons given by the -4ustrians for adopting the rising seat. 

There can be little doubt that this gradual adoption of the 
rising seat resulted from the exactions of universal service 
and short-term enlistments. When cavalry soldiers served 
from seven to fifteen years, it made little difference what 
seat was employed, for each man was trained a long time 
before he was considered a competent soldier fit for service, 
and he generally rode the same horse for five, six or eight 
years. But when the three-year term of enlistment was almost 
everywhere adopted on the Continent, means had to be devised 
which would enable a captain to make fairly serviceable horse  
men ilrthe coursesf one year’s hard work. 

. 
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The solution of this problem is within the memory of 
all. In the infantry every unnecessary movement was cut out, 
parades a d  ceremonies abolished. and the soldier merely made 
ready for the business of war. In  the cavalry, along with the 

, creation of schools of equitation for officers and after much 
experiment, amok other measures for quickly preparing a 
recruit to take a useful place in his squadron, the rise to the 
trot was adopted both as a protection to the horse and as a 
saving of time in instructing the man. 

If the detailed reasons which impelled various countries 
to make this change-are desired by the Board, they can possibly 
be had in reports of commissions and the literature of the 
subject dating back some twenty years; but I think the above 
outline can be accepted as giving the fruit of these experi- 
ments and studies. Certain it is that while many countries 
have changed from the close seat to the rising seat, none 
has done the reverse. The same is true of individuals. 

I know many officers of our service who were educated 
solely to the close seat and who, for one reason or another, 
began to practice the rising seat. As time went on, they used 
less and less the close seat and more and more the rising 
seat, until finally they never, from preference, sat the trot. 
O n  the other hand. I have never known or heard of a single 
case of a grown man who had learned to ride using the 
rising seat, and who from preference later changed to the 
close seat. There must be some good reason for these facts. 

I may be now excused for citing my own case, as it seems 
in point. I learned to ride, at the age of 6. sitting the trot- 
or rather the pace and then the trot. I went to West Point 
barely 17 years old and graduated believing any man an 
affected Anglomaniac or a soft, unathletic sissy *.vho rose to 
a trot- On graduation leave I used to ride the hardest trotting 
horse I could find, sitting the trot, and I was convinced that 
all my Virginia friends and old schoolmates must be admiring 
my magnificent military seat. I rarely thought of the amount 
of undue pressure I put on the cantle and the horse's mouth; 
also the fact that I was 21 and had a superabundance of energy 
trying to find an outlet quite escaped me in my pity for what I 
considered an effeminate form of riding. 
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I was merely the average West Point graduate, crammed 
full of commencement compliments, and satisfied that I had 
received the most compiete education in horsemanship, as well 
as everything else, that it was possible to acquire on one p r  
planet. 

This state of self-satisfaction continued for six years, 
when, having bought a really fine War Cry hunter, I began 
to do some jumping and to practice on the English saddle. 
For eight years I regularly practiced riding the McClellan, 
the Whitman and the English saddle. But I found that I 
gradually grew to dislike the McClellan, and rode either the 
English saddle or the Whitman, and that on the latter I rose 
to the trot oftener than I st it. After living in France and 
Russia five years and using nothing but the English saddle, 
I went to Fort Riley, where I resumed riding the McClellan 
and Whitman as well as the English saddle. Here I diligently 
experimented with all three in hot and cold weather, and I 
found that I consumed much greater energy when sitting the 
trot than when rising, and this on all three saddles. In hot 
weather sitting made me perspire profusely, when rising did not ; 
in cold weather I used to sit the trot to get warm. As for sit- 
ting square and not varying the angle of the body, the line 
of pressure, I found that when fatigued I was more likely to 
offend when sitting the trot, and unless the horse had a very 
good mouth there was more of a tendency to use it as a point 
of support with that seat. 

This observation of my own peculiarities was confirmed 
by watching the men, who never trot if they get a chance to 
gallop, especially in hot weather. Orders had to be issued at 
Fort Riley, for the garrison and for the maneuver camp, pro- 
hibiting mounted soldiers from galloping their horses on the 
hard roads, so general was this tendency. This tendency does 
not exist in France where enlisted men rise to the trot. 

This history of my own case is offered as an illustration. 
As a man grows older, he naturally takes any gben form of 
exercise less violently than in the superabundance of youthful 
vigor and enthusiasm. He saves himself. The same thing 
is true of all men fatigued with previous days of marching 
and anticipating the tax of subsequent demands. Very few 

. 
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ofkers of our mounted service over 50 or 55 years old ride for 
pleasure; certainly very few had this habit five years ago, and 
when they did ride, how many of them ever kept up the (rot 
for, say, thirty minutes a t  a time? 

I, for one, believe that these peculiarities of our older 
mounted officers spring chiefly from the discomfort which the 
average man of that age experiences when sitting the trot on 
the McClellan saddle-the only seat and the only saddle known 
to the vast majority. Of course, I do not forget that most 
marching is done at a walk, but most pleasure riding is done 
at a trot, unless soft bridle paths in abundance make much 
galloping the rule. The man who does not enjoy a trot usually 
does not enjoy a ride, hence usually such a man never takes 
one unless forced to; that is, he is not a useful cavalry soldier. 

Now, the ideal cavalry saddle is, of course, the one which 
enables the longest march to be made with the least fatigue 
to man and beast, but in order that both may be retained so 
as to be ready for this effort at any moment, it seems impor- 
tant that the same seat be used when riding for exercise and 
pleasure as is used in campaign. All over Europe officers 
habitually ride the English saddle when out for pleasure. This, 
to a certain extent, is a fad modified by the fact that this 
saddle is lighter; but it makes no military difference, because 
the man uses exactly the same seat on his military saddle. 

This is not the case with us. If our officers ride for sport,  
exercise or amusement on the English saddle, it is a complete 
change from the military seat, and I can see no advantage in 
this arrangement. I sap this after twenty years of impartial 
trial. I believe a soldier should be taught one seat and only 
one: the best all-around seat for his business. While it may 
vary in details for various occasions, the principle of his seat 
should remain the same. 

As to what is the best all-around seat for our army. opin- 
ions will naturally differ; I have given, perhaps at tedious 
length, my reasons for thinking that our present close seat is 
and always will be unsatisfactory. I believe that the same 
considerations which impelled other nations to give up that 
seat should decide us to abolish it. We should certainly not 
change because they changed, but the fact that we alone have 
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retained a seat long since abolished in every other country worth 
naming, taken together with the fact that a most unsatisfac- 
tory situation as to horsemanship has long prevailed in our 
army, should make us ready to attentively examine the state 
of affairs in other services where horsemanship flourishes. 

If, then, we decide to change our seat and enforce the 
rise to the trot, we have got to change our saddle. I have not 
experimented enough to have a fixed opinion, but all that I do 
know leads me to believe that the present saddle, even with 
the stirrups hung further forward, is not designed correctly 
for the rising seat. Howecer, that is a relatively simple mat- 
ter to arrange when once a decision is reached on the main 
point, which is, shall we continue to use. teach or require 
the close seat as at present, or shall we adopt and teach recruits 
solely the rising seat. 

If we continue to use the close seat. comparison with 
European cavalry in the matter of sore backs, etc., is made 
more difficult, and the question falls a good deal from the 
domain of scientific investigation into that of personal impres- 
sions. Some years ago I saw it stated that careful experinients 
had been made by the Cavalry Board in Paris with a specially 
constructed machine for determining the relative pounding effect 
on the horse's back of a man sitting the trot and of a man 
rising to it. The comparison was made with good riders and 
with poor riders. The results were stated to be favorable 
to the man who rose to his trot. If I can get the official 
results of these experiments, I will send them to the Board, 
but the fact is worth relating as showing the spirit in which 
the subject was investigated in France. 

The term of enlistment of French cavalry soldiers was 
lately reduced to two years. The vast majority of the recruits 
have never had a leg over a horse, and yet at the end of six 
months' training these men give a very good account of them- 
selves, and at the large maneuvers, ten months after enlistment, 
their hands and seat were positively astonishing to me. This is 
due to good system and careful and progressive training under 
instructors who know their business. 

If I have dwelt so long upon this matter of the seat, it 
is because I believe there is no question before the Board so 
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h p t a n t  to depide. Upon the conclusion reached depends 
much of the other work this Board is called upon to furnish. 

Take now the matter of carrying the rifle or carbine. 
We will lea* aside cuirassiers, for we have no troops in any 
way amepndiug to them. They carry the carbine hung in 
a boot on the off side behind the thigh. the sabre being in a 
similar place on the near side. This is because the cuirass makes 
it hpossible for a man to &rry the carbine on his back. 

cadhe slung on the back by the ordinary gun sling. It is 
stapped up quite snug to the man and a small leather tab holds 
the stock to the belt behind and keeps the gun from balloting. 
This carbine in length and weight is about the same as the 
one our cavalry was armed with. Now, it would be quite 
impossible for a man to carry a carbine on his back if he 
had to sit the trot. He would soon be worn out, for French 
d r y  marches a great deal at the trot. With the rising 
seat the carbine thus slung does not bother a man any more 
at the trot than at the gallop. 

Whether a rifle the length of ours would be much more 
inconvenient to carry thus, I cannot say. The'French do not 
anticipate, as far as I can learn, arming their cavalry with 

. r i b .  The matter is not discussed, even in the innumerable 
military journals. The chief role of French cavalry is con- 
sidered the combat mounted; fighting on foot is occasional and 
accessory, and the sentiment for mounted action as opposed to 
dismounted is how on the increase rather than on the wane. 
Eight years ago the reverse was the case. 

Therefore, no satisfactory answer can be given to the 
question pmpounded as to how the rifle would be carried if 
the French adopted it for their cavalry. However, it is inter- 
& to note that while about one-third of their cavalry regi- 
mrenoI carry the carbine hung to the saddle through necessity 
(adia9siers), no intention is evident to make the same arrange- 
ment for the rest of the cavalry. In other words, the French 
c o d l e r  it preferabIe to caw the gun slung on the man's 
back, if it be p~mii le ,~ and long experience shows that it can 
readily be done, cOq&nts are not heard, and undoubtedly the 

\ All other French cavalry, dragoons and light, carry the 

- -  - -  
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horse suffers less than if this loose weight were hung on one 
side of his saddle. 

It can be seen then how difficult it is to make a useful 
comparison between the tendency of our saddle and that of the 
French saddle to make sore backs. The French saddle is much 
heavier, has a thick padding next to the back and is used with 
a blanket the same as ours. But the carbine is not slung to it, 
except in the cuirassiers, the man has a different seat on it 
and the rest of the pack is differently arranged. The cuirassier, 
it is true, carries his carbine on the saddle, .but he is a big 
man, loaded with a heavy steel cuirass and steel helmet, his 
horse-is a big animal, carrying 310 lbs. and costing when 3 
years old about $240. He is as good in blood and conforma- 
tion as that money will buy, but he does not make as long 
marches as the lighter cavalry, and comparison with our cav- 
alry is complicated by all these conditions. 

Reference was just made to the method of carrying the 
pack. The best picture of the pack can be found in General 
Carter's book. I had these photographs taken and they are 
accurate today. The main things to note (since the Board 
has on hand all the articles constituting the pack) is the good 
balance obtained in the weights, both front and rear, as well 
as right and left, and the extreme lowness and snugness of the 
whole outfit. I have often watched saddles takeaoff after a 
march, and it was to me admirable to see that the saddle and 
everything attached to it seemed one firm whole. Even the 
saber is wedged uiider the end of the overcoat 'roll so that it 
does not budge. This roll is made extremely long like a 
sausage, is rolled as tight as two men can make it, is laid .on 
top of the rear projections of the side bars, and the ends 
brought around and buckled firmly to the girth. The near end 
goes mer the saber just below the hilt. The lariat, canvas 
bucket, leather pocket for extra horseshoes hang on the off 
side, balancing the saber. The large leather pockets in front 
carry the man's kit and grooming kit, while the grain bag is 
buckled over in front of these pockets, all strapped snug and 
immovable. 

I do not hesitate to recommend as worthy of the closest 

- 
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study the disposition and system of attachment of the French 
cadry equipment. 

Since the opporthty offers, I beg leave to record m y  per- 
sonal dissatidaction with the form and place of the cantle roll 
as made necessary in our service by the equipment furnished. 
If carried low, under the cantle, it bears directly on the horse’s 
back, not on the side bars, since they do not project to the 
rear far enough to support it. If carried high, it lifts the 
center of gravity, which all know is objectionable, and it is 
next to impossible to make a firm, immovable pack, part and 
substance of the saddle. In  my opinion, if the French way of 
making and attaching the cantle roll could be adapted to our 
saddle, it would be a great improvement. 

Another difference which complicates comparisons is the 
girth. Our horse hair cincha with its straps instead of buckles 
is in my opinion a great improvement over the European girths 
with buckle, but our cincha is attached to the saddle through 
the quarter straps that run to the front and rear of the side - bars; the girth has one centralrpoint of attachment. Theoret- 
ically, the latter appears to me a superior arrangement, and ex- 
perience would seem to show that it has at least one practical 
advantage. All of us know how our saddle blankets seem 
always slipping about, especially to the rear, indicating a move- 
ment of the saddle on the horse’s back advantageous to avoid. 
This slipping of saddle blankets simply does not exist in the 
French army, and I can see no more plausible reason for it 
than that ad- by Lieutenant Gordon Johnson in an admira- 
ble article which he lately published in the CAVALF~Y JOURNAL 
In  view of that article, it seems unnecessary to add more on 
this point. It should be possible to prove his theory by experi- 
ment I merely wish here to indicate that it appears to be 
carried out by a comparison of the French cavalry with ours. 
Of cou~oe, the padding on their saddle should not be forgotten, 
f o r  that a l o i  may account for the phenomenon, but I doubt it. 

It is my intention to seek further and accurate statistics 
on the matter of sore backs in the French cavalry. As yet I 
have no data to d e r  the Board, but its letter clearly indicates 
that the Board d izes’ the  ditticulty of getting reliabk data on 

” C  
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this subject in any army. It  is sufficient to reflect how hard it 
has always been to get really reliable infornfation in our own 
regiments. 

With reference to the superior conformation of French 
cavalry horses, however, some generalizations will not be out 
of place here. With all due allowances made for the inac- 
curacy of a-comparison between things so widely sepaqted as 
French horses and American horses, I believe it is evident that 
the bulk of the horses in an average French regiment have 
better saddle conformation than would be found in the average 
American regiment. They pay from $190 to $240 for troopers’ 
horses 3 years old; purchasing boards buy in the open 
market and pay higher prices for the same animal than a dealer 
will give. They‘get the cream of native horses of the grade 
purchased. The boards are made up of skillful horsemen with 
much experience, and I think there is little doubt that better 
horses with better weight-carrying backs are had than with us. 
French cavalry horses also get more care and attention from 
officers who have had a careful education in horse training than 
do our horses; the grooming is better done and more pains- 
taking care is bestowed on a damaged animal or for the pre- 
vention of troubles. It 
looks to an outsider as though both officers and men in the 
French a m y  loved their horses more and were with them more 
than with us. 

The Board’s letter states that it proposes to examine every 
part of the cavalry soldier’s equipment, and for that reason I 
beg leave to suggest a trial of the French combination halter 
and bridle. We have at last secured the double bridle for the 
mounted service, and that is an immense gain. In  a few years, 
if hard mouths exist in any number, the troop officers will be 
solely responsible. The French system of halter and bridle 
combined is the one I am most acquainted with, but I think 
that practically the same is used by the Germans and by the 
Austrians. It is very simple and it is very useful. Ordinary 
halters are used in gamson stables, but on the march, in cam- 
paign, etc.. the halter which is part of the bridle is used. A 
horse under all circumstances has his halter with him, it is not 

At least this is the impression I get. 
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heavy, it is not ugly; on the contrary, it decidedly helps the 
lodrs, especially of coarse bred horses such as make up our . 

mounted seryice. 
When in command of a battery, I tried by every means to 

have decent looking halters to.put on my horses when we went 
out in field kit. but it was utterly impracticable. I believe that 
the best solution for this question is the combination halter 
and bridle. I have heard ofKcers oppose this idea on the score 
of its being ugly and unnecessary in garrison, but even if this 
were entirely true. I think the question should be settled solely 
with reference to its usefulness in the field. It seems to me a 
heavy halter and a bridle is a good deal of weight for a horse 
to carry on his head, if it can be avoided. On the march the 
French cavalry carry the halter strap exactly like a breast 
strap. 

During the grand maneuvers, just finished, I sought in 
every way to get some useful and definite information in 
answer to the Board‘s inquiries. I talked to cavalry generals, 
colonels, captains and enlisted men. Sore backs, of course. 
interest the French as keenly as they do ourselves. Like the 
poor, they are always present. But I could find no reliable 
statistics giving percentages. The nearest was a statement that 
in one regiment, after a recentmarch of twenty-five days, there 
had been 104 cases of sore back of all kinds. But the question 
arises, what is a sore back? Some colonels dismount a man 
the moment there is the slightest indication of injury. Katur- 
ally, after twenty-four or fotty-eight.hours’ rest, the back gets 
well. Others will wait till the horse is really in danger of 
being incapacitated. One regiment, with a fourth of its men 
on foot every day, will come in from a long march and show 
no cases of injury+ a brilliant inspection-but its service- 
ability during that march and its capacity for covering long. 
distances quickly were certainly less than another regiment 
which on coming in showed more cases of real injury, but which 
kept almost every mab in his saddle during the whole march. 

The regiment ymted had, say, 400 men; they marched 
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twenty-five days; this represents 1,OOO men marching one day; 
with 104 injuries during the whole march, we may say that 
10 per cent of the horses got sore backs. This, of course, is 
not a correct way of reasoning, but it gives a standard of com- 
parison-an artificial standard, it is true. 

All the officers 1 talked with agreed that injuries in the 
French light cavalry were decidedly more numerous than in the 
dragoons and cuirassiers. As the men and equipment of the 
former is lighter, the reason for this noticeable fact lies in the 
conformation of the back. The French light cavalry is all 
mounted on Tarbes horses-the little wiry Anglo-Arab. He has 
much more prominent withers and the backbone is distinctly 
less “furnished” with muscle under the saddle than the heavier 
horse of the dragoon or cuirassier. Here we have them, a 
perfect illustration of the effect of conformation on saddle galls. 
For in the same cavalry evolutions, lasting one or two months, 
in the same divisions of cavalry, will be found regiments of all 
three categories. Long experience and universal opinion indi- 
cates that the light cavalry suffers most, solely on account of 
the typical conformation of the horse universally used by this 
cavalry. 

Apart from what is above given; I do not believe that any 
exact statistics of use to the Board can be had in France. The 
cavalry certainly does severe marching and the horses are not 
spared. Every intelligent care is given them, and the men are 
taught everything that will save their mounts. They know that 
f a back gets sore; the trooper walks, and that above all things 
he trooper hates. But for the rest, the horses are not coddled. 

For example, the First Division of Cavalry, three brigades, 
had marched and maneuvered for a month when I joined it on 
Sept. 14th. On Sept. 13th that division had been saddled from 
2 a. m. till 7 p. m and had made forty-four miles and fought 
several engagements. They were marched and stationed under 
strictly war conditions. On the 14th they broke camp at 4 
a m. and did pretty hard riding till 8:30, when I joined than 
and witnessed and participated in some hard galloping across 
country of the entire division, followed by hard and fatiguing 
charges against the Third Division. Later on I examined the 

I 
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horses of four regknts and they seemed in very good condi- 
tion of flesh and spirit. I asked about the backs and was told, 
“Yes, we haw some sore backs, but not many.” These horses 
were watered b d  fed two to three pounds of oats at 2, 3 or 4 
a rn and got nothing more, either of water or food, till I, 2, 
4orevea6p.m. 

This and the other division had five days more of severe 
work at masmnms, long 9ankjng marches, some all-night 
marches, and then they started hack to their gamsons-one 
or two weeks more on the road. 

Every autumn the whole cavalry leave their garrisons and 
are gone from four to eight weeks, marching, camp and 
maneuvers. When they get baclt, the horses which are plainly 
not up to the work are condemned-that is, ea& captain picks 
out 10 per cent of his strength for condemnation. I cannot 

learn of any great amount of sore backs at the time of this 
return march. 

On one other point 1 was enabled to confirm the views 
expressed in my first report to the Board. All French cavalry 
sat the trot up to 1872. Indeed, officers were strictly pro- 
hiit& from miFg the English seat when riding for pleasure. 
As will be remembered, the Fr~mcb cavalry. was changed from 
top to bottgm after the war of 1870, in which war it was not 
considered to have distinguished itself. As an authoritative 
writer puts it, “l’esprit de ses chefs semble avoir 6t6 atrophie 
par une education vicieuse, dont l’etude d’un reglement etait 
l’unique but.” The cavalry chiefs did not know how to recon- 
noitre, and the men and horses certainly did not stand the long 
marches they now make. 

In the serious studiesawhich followed this unhappy condi- 
tion of afEairs, every prejudice, every useless tradition, seems 
to bave been definitely thrown aside, and the commission 
ettaqed witb mtorhg the French cavalry to a state of sharp- 
ened elWency began at the very bottom and worked upwards; 
b e p ~  with the trooper, his horse, his equipment, his seat, his 
8 ~ 1 l s ,  and jmceded through all grades to the general dcer ,  
who, in the new rpgr=lafiorrs, WBS urged to a spirit of initiative, 
of ~Semive, which not oze, save perhaps Margueritte and 
Wet, had shown in the recent war. 
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Much of the most important inspiration of this commission 
came from that gallant and remarkable man, recently dead, 
General de Gallifet. In  this upheaval, after a bitter experience, 
the first thing aboIished was the close seat at the trot, which 
was recognized as a tradition and nothing but a tradition, 
militating against the efficiency of both man and horse. I can 
learn in no quarter that this action was unpopular or that it 
was anywhere long opposed, even by the most hidebound con- 
setvat ives. 

Ten years ago, when I first ‘came to know the French 
cavalry and began to study this question, the service was full 
of field officers and generals who had served five and ten years 
under the old regime. I have never heard one of these men 
express the slightest regret that the close seat had been abol- 
ished, and not one of them continued to use it. At present, if 
anybody suggested its restoration in France, he would be put 
alongside the man who should urge the advantage of a return 
to muzzle-loading rifles as a means of saving ammunition. 

As I had the honor to represent to the Board in a former 
report, any number of cases can be cited where individual men, 
where whole armies, have abolished the close seat for the rising 
seat, but no case is on record of a nation discarding the rising 
seat for the close one; and I personally have never seen or 
heard of a single individual who had done so. This being the 
case, it seems to me that no question can be as important to the 
Cavalry Equipmen_t Board, or indeed to our whole cavalry 
service, as this one: Are we justified by national and indi- 
vidual experience in requiring our soldiers to sit the trot? 

My conversations with French cavalry officers confinned 
what I wrote you in regard to carrying the carbine. There 
seems no thought of changing the system, that is, on the back 
of all troopers except the cuirassiers. 

The Board has, perhaps, had sent it Colonel Patterb’s 
device for carrying the rifle. 

I venture to call the attention of the Board to the fact that 
all French troopers, as well as the infantrymen, wear hob- 
nailed shoes I believe this a most necessary thing in war, 
whatever‘rnay be the objections in peace. Doubtless the Board 
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has aeen enough of infantry and dismounted cavalry slipping 
and slidiw on the slopes of our maneuver tields in Summer to 
warrantth- in finding a real value in hob nails for all men 
who have to move over grassy or muddy inclines. 

A few years ago they began to equip all mounted troops in 
France with a soft leather leggin, shaped about like a boot 
It l d s  well and seems to give general satisfaction. 

*I.- f .. . 
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ORGANIZATION OF THE STRATEGIC RECONNAIS- 
S A K E  SERVICE OF THE CAVALRY DIVISION. 

A PRIZE. ESSAY.* 

BY CAPTAIN NIEMANN, GENERAL STAFF OF SEVHNTH ARMY CORPS 
( GSRMAN ). 

ODERN war experience has been made the basis of the M Field Service Regulations of 1908. The chapters on j 
reconnaissance have been completely revised, but it can hardly be 
said that they have been brought up to the advanced position of ' 

the remainder of the work; this is especially true of the sections 
on strategic reconnaissance, from which some essential mattep 
have been omitted. 

It is necessary, therefore, to devise a.theoretica1 scheme or 
plan of organization which may serve as a basis for a complete 
and effective service of this kind. 

Efforts have-been made, by practical exercises on a large 
scale, to determine upon an organization scheme that will meet 
the requirements of the situation and still accord with the general 
regulations on the subject. These exercises have shown that the 
method as laid down in regulations, with its aggressive tendencies 
and systematic extension over well defined zones of operation, is 
intensely practical, but they have also demonstrated the peat 
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difficulties that arise in the endeavor to maintain effective com- 
munication between the various elements and to present a co6rdin- 
ated resistance to the enemy's operations. 

In  the following pages a scheme is presented which accords 
~- 
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with regulations and which is believed to provide for coiirdination 
of all the elements concerned in strategic reconnaissance. An in- 
deperrdent cavalry division operating in the enemy's territory is 
used to qustrate the propoeed scheme 

While it is admitted that practical experience alone can fur- 
Dish an absolutely satisfactory basis, yet a theoretical considera- 

p o e  will be accomplished if this paper serves to stimulate further 

Let US first consider the question of the extent of grounds 
to be covered by patrols from their point of departure (the ad- 
vance), and the distance between the main body of the cavalry 
division axrd the patrols (distance). 

"The cavalry must endeavor to obtair, an insight into the 
enemy's dispositions at the earliest possible moment" (Felddien- 
stordung, 133.) This paragraph is usually interpreted as requir- 
ing that the cavalry shall make contact with the enemy at the 
earlkst possible moment, which demands that both men and 
horses shall be pushed to the limit of endurance. As the patrols 
travel faster than the contact units and the contact units faster 
than the main body of the cavalry division, a wide extent of 
ground Will soon be left between them. 

The following distances may be considered as moderate 
marches and will be taken as the normal: 

- -  
..a. 

i.. 

1 -  
i. ti0n of the subject is by no means valueless, and the present pur- 

r__ investigation of the subject. 

-_  

. 

Patrol. ................ .60 km. (air line) 
Contact troops. ......... .40 '' 
Cavalry division. ....... .30 " 

m n g  a three days' reCOnfliLissance over territory in 
front of a distant enemy, the following figures give normal ad- 
vance and distance: 

First day makhes: 
Patrols.. .............................. km. 16 

Contact unit*. ....................... .40 
r 66 - Cavalry division. .................... .30 

**Advance, 60. 
& ***Distance, 30. , 

*IntheGamaaSavia.a&sqoadroaofI50sobers. 
<- 
i, - moin body of divish  ami patrola 

0- that patrds &mce from point of departure 
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Second day marches: 
Patrols. ............................ .60 
Contact unit. ........................ .40 
Cavalry division. ..................... .30 

Advance, 120. 
Distance, 60. 

Third day marches : 
Patrols. ............................ .60 
Contact unit. ........................ .40 
Cavalry division. ..................... .30 

Advance, 180. 
Distance, ' 90. 

Consequently, on the second day, the contact units are 40 
km. in rear of the patrols, and the messengers that are sent back 
to the contact units at the close of the day's march must cover 
a distance of 100 km. on that day, and a total of 160 km. during 
the first two days. On the third day the situation is still more 
difficult. The distance between patrols and contact units is in- 
creased to 60 km., and that between the contact units and the 
cavalry division reaches 30 km., and messages can no longer be 
sent back to the contact units by their patrols. 

In  giving these figures no allowance is-made for the fact 
that as soon as contact is made with the enemy the labor involved 
will be doubled. The degree of success attained will depend en- 
tirely upon the exetlion put forth. 

I t  must not be forgotten that patrols and contact units can 
accomplish nothing if they arrive in the presence of the enemy 
with exhausted men and horses and without reliable means of 
communication with their division. 

It is especially important that the marches of the cavalry 
division be moderate, otherwise there would be no strength left 
to make a spirited attack and vigorous pursuit, and it would thus 
fail at the most critical time. 

If the successful outcorne of a strategic reconnaissance is not 
to be left to chance, the energies of the various elements must 
be conserved and the distance between them must be kept within 
reasonable limits. 

,.- . .  a ... 3 ! D ;  +.&..:& ........ _. . 
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We must not allow ourselves to be Minded by the fact that 
with technical means of commyication 1ong.distances may be 
bridge& while such means will be used whenever practicable, ar- 
rangements must always be made to employ messengers whenever 
more rapid methods fail. 

Wireless telegraphy can only be relied upon for communi- 
cation between the cavalry division and army headquarters. 

The rapidity with which the reconnaissance troops can ad- 
vance varies with different situations. 

In  general tern,  it may be said that the function of the 
feconnaissance service is to assure the army a certain freedom of 
operation 

The army commander alone can properly determine the 
extent of the zone over which the reconnaissance is to be made, 
and he must give daily instruction to this effect; but it remains 
for the cavalry commander to fix the distances between the 
various dements of his command. In this manner an aimless 
wandering over the reconnaissance zone is prevented. The army 
commander is then always in a position to extend the zone or 
divert the reconnaissance units into other fields. 

As stated above, the daily advance of the patrols depends 
upon the distance covered by the contact units and the cavalry 
division, the latter two bodies moving in such a manner as will 
best enaibk the patrols to reach their designated objective and 
still retain good communication with their units. 

When contact has been made these requirements can only 
be fulfilled by engaging the enemy. 

As a matter of principle, all advanced detachments of the 
enemy,' patrols, larger bodies of cavalry or mixed commands, 
must be driven back or their line pierced, and at the same time 
the line of information to the rear must be maintained. This can 

- only be accomplished if all the elements of the reconnaissance 
service are in condition for battle and so organized as to assume 
Coiirdinated action and movement. 

The width of the reconnaissance zone is also to be determined 
by the army commander in accordance with the principles enun- 
ciated above. Consideration must always be given the fact that 
a ~ a v d r y  division can d y  send out three contact units, one from 
each brigade, if the fighting efficiency of the division is to be 
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maintained. However, it is considered admissible to send out in 
addition officers' patrols into territory not covered by the contact 
units. If officers' patrols are to maintain communication with 
these divisions they must not proceed to a greater distance than 
that of the contact units-conquently they cannot go as far 
away from the division as patrols of the contact units. 

As a rule, the front of the reconnaissance zone of a cavalry 
division shduld not exceed 60 km. 

Whether this zone is to be covered by two or three contact 
units is a matter to be left to the judgment of the division com- 
mander. 

The width of front will depend upon' the character of the 
road system and upon the military importance of certain roads. 
If, for example, it should be required that the location of the' 
enemy's flank be determined, it would be best to place the great- 
est force near the outer flank and there also the narrowest front 
and the closest network of patrols. For the inner flank, where 
the enemy's reconnaissance detachments will probably be encoun- 
tered, a system of independent officers' patrols would usually be 
suflicient. 

In determining the organization and formations on the front, 
strategic considerations must also be taken into account; if'the 
line of advance of the cavalry division is definitely determined, 
the dispositions necessary for the reconnaissance zone are usually 
quite obvious. However, it must be borne in mind that changes 
in the situation are liable to occur from day to day and com- 
manders must always be prepared to take the necessary steps to 
meet them. 

Some caution should be used at first and all the available 
contact units should not at once be sent out; at the same time 9 
close network of patrols is necessary. Contact units are to be 
reinforced by officers' patrols, so that all the main roads leading 
towards the enemy can be covered. 

The customary procedure of assigning several roads to a 
single patrol can be properly carried out only under exceptional 
circumstances. 

It is quite obvious that if a close network of patrols is sent 
out, the fighting strength of the contact units is reduced. The 
manner in which this loss in strength may be in part compensated 

4 
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for by calling in the "near patrols" (those charged with the duty 

S@al difficalties arise in making dispositions to cover the 
front of the reconnaissance zone during an advance continuing 
for several days; if it becomes necessary to reconnoiter a wide 
extent of country on the flank, a daily change in dispositions be- 
annea inevhble. The manner in which preparation therefor is 
to be made will be illustrated below. 

Let us now consider what is required to coiirdinate all the 
elements in the reamnaissance zone. As a rule, the patrols are 
30 lan or more in advance of the contact units, and the patrol 
leaders have been instructed where messengers are to be sent or 

* where an automobile relay, or a reporting center,* may be found 
in case the contact unit does not reach its designated objective 
point 

While on the march the commander of the contact unit does 
not count on receiving reports from patrols and he therefore 
sends out a succession of intermediate patrols. Finally, security 
patrols are necessary to assure the safety of the contact unit itself. 

The result of these arrangements is that the contact unit is 
materially reduced in strength and is so far away from the ad- 
vanced patrols that it can no longer perform its function as s u p  
ports and as a reporting center. 

The situation is quite different when the patrols are not mote 
than 10-20 lan. off, and in a way also perform the functions of 
near (security) patrols, their movements conforming to that of 
the contact unit. 

The following example typically illustrates the proposed 
plan (Sketch 1) : 

I -  ..'. * 

of security) will be shown later. 

*If it is impossible to place. the eontact squadrons in direct communica- 
ti00 with the main body of the cavalry, or if it is impracticable to bring the 
coamtmicatioas of several mann0-g detachwnts h t o  a eommon center, 
it may then be advisable to establish special v a p o d s g  centers. (Feldien- 
StOrQrme 133.) . 
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On the night of August 1st a contact unit remains at A; 
its patrols are 10 to 15 km. in advance on the line a-B-e. No 
contact, as yet, has been made with the enemy. On August 
2d the patrols are to be pushed forward to the line d-E-h, and 
on the night of August 1st the contact unit cynmander sends 
out the necessary complement of messengers, and the following 
information and directions to patrol leaders: 

"This command (contact unit) will march at 6 a. m. to- 
morrow toward A and will make the following halts: 

From 8 to 9 a. m., at B in Section a-e. 
From 11 a. m. to 12 rn, at C in Section b-f. 
At 2 p. m. and after, at D in W o n  c-g. 
From 8 to 9 a. m., the patrols will remain in observa- 

From 11 a. m. to 12 m., in W o n  c-g. 
From 2 p. m and after, in Section d-h. 

tion in Section Cf. 
I .  



. -  . - -  
Reports (negative also) will be sent to me at C and D, and 

at B in case contact is made with the enemy. Should I be unable 
to reach C or D, I will attempt to send word to C not later 

Your mes- 
sengers must be iristructed as to where they may rejoin the 
patrol. Should you receive no word from me by early morn- 
ing of August 3d you will remain in Section d-h until noon, 
and then try to resstablish communication via the road on 
which you advanced.” 

In  practice, the directions may be made more brief if the 
commander of the contact unit and the patrol leaders have a 
previous understanding as to the manner in which the recon- 
naissance is to be carried on. 

Let us now consider the course of events on August 2d. 
assuming that contact has been made with the enemy. 

At 7 a. m Patrol No. 1 encounters a hostile patrol be- 
tween a ‘and b and sustains severe losses. The survivors, one 
officer and three men, with the enemy in pursuit, arrive at a at 
7:30 a. m., where they succeed in repulsing him. 

The officer sent two men with a report to B and then 
again proceeded towards b. The contact unit commander re- 
ceived the report at B at 8:30 a. m., and immediately sent out 
a reserve patrol via b-c to d. Meanwhile the leader of Patrol 
No. 1 amved at b at 9 a. m., and at 10 a. m. observed ap- 
proaching from the direction of c a hostile troop, which soon 
passed by and on through b, going in the direction of a. He 
then proceeded to C and reported his observations to the contact 
tmit Commander. 

It was evident that the passage of the enemy through the 
line could not now be prevented. By means of visual signals, 
Communication was established with the cavalry division and the 
facts were reperted, as it then became a function of the division 
itself to take proper steps to meet the enemy. The commander 
of the contact unit must content himself by sending a station- 
ary patrol to c with instructions to interrupt the enemy’s mes- 
senger service. 

The umtact unit commander found two men of Patrol No. 
2 with three severely wounded men and a prisoner at C. The 
men reported that Patrol No. 2 surprised and fired upon one of 

.than 1 p. m., and to D not later than 3 p. m. 
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the enemy’s patrols coming from D at 9 a. m. Furthermore, 
two men of Patrol KO. 3 reported that their patrol approached 
one of the enemy’s at about 8:30 a. m., but succeeded in avoid- 
ing it. 

The contact unit arrived at D at 2 p. m., and there found 
two men, each from the lst, 2d and 3d patrols, with negative 
reports. 

By 4 p: m. reports had been received from all three patrols 
on the line d-h, stating how far they had advanced and where 
they expected to spend the night. The leaders of the three patrols 
returned to their patrols that evening with instructions for the 
next day’s service, and with sufficient men to complete their com- 
plement. 

Should the contact unit commander desire to communicate 
with the patr.ols during the course of the day’s march, he must do 
so during the halts from 8 to 9 a. m., or from 11 a. m. to 12 m. 
If the distance between patrols and contact units does not exceed 
15 km., reports can be delivered by messengers in an hour. 

If the contact unit commander is not too far away, he is 
always in a position to increase the number of patrols, replace 
‘osses in action. or to call in patrols no longer needed. It is 
clear that i f  the patrols are not too’far away, special “near” 
patrols will not be needed, a point and a flank patrol being all 
that is necessary. .\ most careful study Qf -the map is required 
in order to determine proper places for the longer halts of con- 
tact units and patrols. 

The places seEcted as halting points for the patrols must 
be near the road upon which the advance is made and should 
afford a good view of the surrounding country and that is near 
a good defensive position; it should, if possible, be near cross- 
roads, leading to parallel roads upon which patrols are advanc- 
ing. 

In  the enemy’s territory messengers are beset with many 
difficulties; they must avoid the enemy’s patrols and go around 
towns. They will rarely have maps and will only be guided by 
simple road sketches and by detailed instructions from their 
commander. I t  is therefore of great importance that they be 
afforded every facility to enable them to keep their bearings and 
go by the shortest routes. 

. 

, 
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It is to be understood that patrols as well as contact units 

an not to cover the distaece between the long halts in one con- 
timrous +, but in s e v d  stages according to the character 

. Jof the terrain Likewise the movements of patrols, contact 
units and the cavalry division must be in accord, or, more 
predsely stated, the movetmnts of the contact units are regu- 
lated by those of the division, and the movement of patrols by 
their contact unit. 

A typical presentation thereof is about as follows (Sketch 
2) : 

l------T! - * p w .  T. . 
d. 
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A cavalry division arrived at A on August 1st; about 20 
km. in its front on thd line cd ,  at n and r, respectively, are 
two contact units whose patrols are about 10 km. further on 

in the line e-f. On August 2d the patrols are to be pushed on 
to the line 1-m. 

The division will march towards D via B and C. 
On the afternoon of August 1st the following instructions 

were given to contact units: 
“Patrols are to be pushed forward tomorrow to the line 

1-m 
The division will march at 6 a. m. from -4 to B, and it 

is the intention to halt at B from 8 to 9 a. m., at C from 11 
a. m. to 12 m.; from and after 2 p. m., at D. 

The contact units will remain in observation in 
Section e-f from 8 to 9 a. m. 
Section g-h from 11 a. m. to 12 m. 
Section i-k from and after 2 p. m. 

I shall expect reports from commanders of contact units 
concerning the manner in which they expect to proceed, and at 
what places they intend to establish reporting centers during 
halts. An effort will be made to advance armored moJor ve- 
hicles (communication relays) to h l l  and M2 by 8 a. m., to 1\13 
and M4 by 11 a. m., and to M5 and M6 by 2 p. m. 

As visual signals cannot always. be relied upon, reports 
(including negative reports) must be sent back by each contact 
unit from each section. 

Should the enemy’s cavalry in force be encountered by a 
contact unit it must retire on the division, but maintain constant 
contact with the enemy.” 

Many would be inclined to disapprove the instructions con- 
tained in the last paragraph. There is some merit in the opinion 
that under such circumstances the contact unit should swing 
around the enemy’s flank and maintain its communication with 
the patrols. But it must be admitted that in case our cavalry 
is defeated further reconnaissance to the front would be of very 
doubtful utility. Under such circumstances it would be better 
to facilitate the reconnaissance service of an adjacent district by 
giving assistance in protecting the line of information to the 
rear. 

Should the enemy be defeated, pursuing troops would won 

- 
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* - M s h  communication with the patrols in the threatened 

distiict 
Again, we must take into account the great advantage to 

be derived from maintaining constant contact with the enemy 
6y a .contact unit with the net of patro1s;until a decision is 
reached. The question of which course is to be pursued must 
be decided in each separate instance and no general rule can be 
laid dowp 

When the intermediate element between the patrols and the 
divisioas--the contact unit-is absent and the patrols alone pre- 
cede the cavalry division, the latter become the supports and 
reporting center. 

An exchange of information and replacement of personnel 
is only practicable when the patrols are not more than 20 or 30 
k m  away from the division, with signal stations or reporting 
centers in between. 

Such patrols should receive instructions similar to those 
given to contact units. 

The chief characteristic of the scheme thus presented lies 
in the fact-that at definitely stated periods all the elements of 
the reconnaissance system are at a halt for the purpose of ex- 
changing infomilation. 

The patrols in a way perform the duty of near patrols 
(security) for the contact units, and the contact units bear the 
same *tion to the division. 

This scheme .materially reduces the number of men that 
have to be taken from the contact units for use in its own prce 
tection (security patrols), and thus enhances the fighting 
strength of the unit. 

The use of technical means of communication is also much 
facilitated thereby. Communication by visual signals can be 
established under favorable weather conditions between the con- 
tad units and the division, and the difficulty attendant upon the 
establishment of signal stations between them is obviated. I t  is 
much easier, d e r  the protection of the contact units, to de- 
.tennine upon sites and locate the reporting centers in front or 
ontheflank. 

Should the cavdqy division be defeated and thrown back, 
it would be much easier to readjust the chain of patrols and 

--s . -  1 - r  - I--'? 
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resume connection between them and their unit if they are not 
separated by too great a distance. A practical organization must 
always make provision for such unfavorable contingencies. 

' By disposing the reporting centers over the broadest pos- 
sible front, the greatest assurance of a re-establishment of com- 
munication is given, and the first step after a defeat should be 
to develop reporting centers on the flank of the enemy into 
effective lines of connecting posts. 

The advantage of having a moderately deep reconnaissance 
zone and rapid and reliable communication is also shown when an 
effort is to be made to get through the enemy's line of observa- 
tion. In  order to get through, a concerted and co-ordinated 
movement of all the elements of the reconnaissance service is 
necessary, and this can be accomplished only when distances are 
not too great. The flexibility of the method is illustrated by a p  
plying it to a special situation (Sketch 3) : 

D C B 
I I 

sketch 3. 

At the conclusion of the day's march, a cavalry division has 
arrived on August 1st at A. Its contact units reached a and b and 
the patrols are on the line e-f-g. No contact has thus far been 
made with the enemy and orders were received during the after- 
noon directing the cavalry division to discontinue the reconnais- 
sance in the direction B-C-D. and to proceed in the direction 
EF-G. The patrols are to reach the line E-F-G, about 50 km. 
distant from A, on August 2d. 



wy, 54T=- -.-aC.Tr“*. L-- . > , .. 
U. S. CA VALR Y JOURNAL. 

The situation is very similar to that which arises when it be- 
comes neeessar~r to protect the flank of an advancing column by an 
extensive d s s a n c e .  And, as shown in the following ex- 
ample, a systematic method of relieving and replacing of recon- 

l -  

Y 

F I - . -  . 

. S TRA TE G‘IC RE CONNA ZSSA NCE SER VICE. 9 1 1 

Y 

An army has reached the line A-B-C, on August 1st ; its cav- 
alry division has arrived at H, 40 km. in advance. 

I t  is the intention of the army commander to advance in the 
direction N-0-P, and to arrive on the line D-E-F, on August 2d; 
on the line G-H-J, on August 3d; on the line K-L-M, on August 
4th. 

The cavalry division was charged with the duty of protecting 
the right flank by reconnoitering the country as far as the line 
R-S-T-U-V, 70 km. distant. 

O n  August 2d, contact unit “b” was sent into the district 
D-R-S-G to reconnoiter as far as R-S. Contact unit “c” to the 
district GS-T-K, and to reconnoiter as far as S-T. 

Preparation was made for reconnoitering the district K-T- 
U-N, on August 3d, by sendiflg a third contact unit to d, whose 
patrols are to arrive on line e-f on August 2d. 

The cavalry division follows the contact units and arrives 
at a on August 2d. 

On .August 3d, contact unit “b,” with its patrols, was with- 
drawn. Contact unit “c” remains in its district, and contact unit 
“d” advances to g, and its patrols to line T-U. The cavalry 
division will proceed from a to d, and thence send out an addi- 
tional contact unit to h, in the next district. 

The great importance of proper intervals and distances be- 
tween the elements in a strategic reconnaissance is always appar- 
ent. In order to maintain effective connection between the va- 
rious elements, the distance between patrols and contact unit must 
be kept between IO-and 20 km., and that between the contact unit 
and the division 20 to 30 km. 

The most practical depth of the reconnaissance zone must 
therefore be from 30 to 40 km., and the front not over 60 krn. 

For a reconnaissance service extending over several days, the 
ordinary marching distance of the various elements may be taken 
to be about as follows : 

First day : 
Patrols.. ....................... 60 km. 
Contract unit.. .................. 45 ‘‘ 
Cavalry division. ................ 30 “ 

Advance.. . :. ............... 60 
Distance. ................... 30 

- 

... d 
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second day: 
Patrols. ........................ 40 
Contact unit. .................... 40 
Cavalry division. ................ 35 

Advance. .................. .lo0 
Distance ................... 35 

Patrols. ........................ 30 
Contact unit. .................... 30 
Cavalry division. ................ 30 

Advance. .................. .130 
Distance. ................... 35 

- 

Third day: 

- 

The distances given will usually assure freedom of operation 
for the army. Should the force take a broad from a narrow 
formation (Vormarsch aus dem Anfmarsch ) the reconnaissance 
service will have several days to gain its proper distance. Should 
it be necessary at once to institute a reconnaissance service for an 
advancing army, the infantry columns would gain about 60 km. 
in distance in three days ; during the same time the territory ex- 
tending 70 km. to the front or to the flank can be reconnoitered, 
which assures the army two or three days’ freedom of operation. 
The situation in this respect is much more favorable, when, as is 
usually the case, the cavalry can begin operations from an ad- 

.vanced position. In conclusion a short description will be given 
of a method that may be used to gain distance and interval, which, 
however, must be modified to meet the special solution in each 
case. 

When the enemy is at a distance, the contact units and the 
patrols may be sent to their position by the shortest line, so as 
properly to cover their front. On the other hand, if immediate 
contact with the,enemy is anticipated, the formation will have to 
be made on the line of the division. 

The situation is especially difficult if it becomes necessary to 
carry the reconnaissance service through the enemy’s frontier 
guards. 

Should the frontier guard be strong and the terrain difficult, 
it would hardly be possible for patrols to advance, and the entire 

offensive powers of the contact units must be used to force a 
passageway and to form the chain of patrols afterwards. 

Should the contact units not be strong enough for the pur- 
pose, the cavalry division itself will have to be employed. 

Whether an attempt should be made to force a passage at one 
or at several places is a matter of tactical judgment. In any case 
the strategic reconnaissance service cannot be put in operation 
until the enemy’s boundary line is forced. 

Such a variety of situations may arise in actual campaigns ’ 

that it is not possible to cover the entire subject in theoretical , 
discussions; nor. can practical exercises be extended to cover the 
entire field. The organization of the strategic reconnaissance 
service must always remain a system of makeshifts. 

THE CAMPAIGX OF 1777.* 

BY GENERAL CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS, PRESlDENT MASSACI~USETTS 
HlSlVRlCAL SOClSn. 

was Polonius who, on an occasion familiar to all, cautioned 
his son to “beware of entrance to a quarrel”; and, for 

the benefit of one that way inclined, the caution might well 
have been broadened so as also to include historical investiga- 
tions and inquiries. For, as respects such, not only are they 
proverbially provocative of that special and peculiarly acri- 
nonious form of quarrel, known as historical controversy, but 
any field, no matter with what lightness of heart entered upon, 
is apt to develop into the boundless. It has so proved with me 
in the present case. 

Chancing to be in London a little over a year ago, I failed 
to meet Sir George Trevelyan, just then on the point of leav- 
ing his North of England country home for the Continent. 
Long in correspondence on topics connected with his American 

for October, 1910, by kind permission of the author. 
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Revolution, I now wished more particularly to see Sir George 
that I might suggest for his consideration a point of view bear- 
ing on our war of independence, which seemed to me to have 
hitherto escaped the investigators. As we could not arrange a 
meeting, I wrote that I would, after I got home, send him a 
memorandum on the subject I had in mind. This memoran- 
dum I a few months later undertook to prepare. As is invari- 
ably the case, the topic grew on my hands until finally it as- 
sumed the proportions of a treatise in miniature; and. as such, 
I submitted it as a paper a t  the May meeting of the society. 
Finding a place in our proceedings.* in that form it at last 
reached Sir George Trevelyan. 

Beginning thus with what was meant to be a brief inquiry, 
suggestive only and confessedly superficial. into the cause of 
Washington’s apparent failure to  make any effective use of 
cavalry in the Revolutionary operations, I was incidentally 
led to notice what seemed to me the somewhat unsatisfactory, 
not to say radically bad, strategy on both s i d e B r i t i s h  ‘even 

that of Saratoga and about Philadelphia; yet in the so-called 
“standard” histories-and their name is legion-I found no 
reference to the subject. much less any esplallation of strategic 
shortcoming. as  a feature in the caiiipaign nmiifestly olxn to 
criticism. And thus I found myself step by step drawn into 
the preparation of a second paper, supplementary to that of 
last May. This paper, relating to the “Defective Stratem 
of the Revolutionary Campaign of 1777.” I now propose to 

. -  

1 more than American-which marked the campaign of 1777- 
\ 

subnii t. 
In doing so. however. I feel i t  incumlxnt to say a few 

words of a persona: and explanatory character. I want. for 
reasons which as I proceed will become very apparent. to enter 
a formal cocaat. Venturing on what for an American historical 
investigator is notoriously delicate ground, I do not want to 
have my reason for so doing misunderstood, or unnecessarily 
to invite hostile criticism. I 
neither profess to have made any careful study of our Revolu- 
tionary material, nor hold myself forth as an expert in military 

So to  speak, I wish to qualify. 

*Proceedings, XLIR. 547-588 
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matters or an authority on strategic problems. -4s to the 
Revolutionary campaigns‘ I have read only the accepted nar- 
ratives thereof; I have felt no call, nor have I had the leisure 
to  burrow down into what are known as  the original sources. 
As to war and operations in warfare, while a soldier neither 
by vocation nor training,--indeed distinctly disavowing any 
natural bent that way,-I only claini to be not without ex- 
perience therein. Passing nearly four years in active service 
( 1862-1865 ) , I have participated in memorable operations, and 

. been present at some engagements-Antietam, Gettysburg. 
the Wilderness and Petersburg among others. Having been 
one in a column on the march, I have also stood in the line 
of battle. Antong other incidents I well recall the deep breath 
of relief I, though but a regimental officer, drew when one 
day in May, 1863, a runior crept through our camp at -4quia 
Creek, opposite Fredericksburg, that “Stonewall” Jackson was 
dead from wounds accidentally inflicted by the weapons of 
his own followers. “He at least.” I thought, “wil! not again 
come volleying and yelling around our flank !” Accompny- 
ing Sedgwick’s corps, and marching fast towards the sound 
of the cannon. it was given me to halt close behind the line of 
battle on the evening of the second day at  Gettysburg. Later, 
I acconipanied the headquarters of the Army of the Potomac 
from the Rapidan, through the Wilderness, across the James, 
to Petersburg. I therefore may claim a certain familiarity with 
the practical. everyday side of military life and active war- 
fare. Moreover, I have had occasion to observe and even study 
military movements on the ground and at the time, being per- 
sonally as well as very immediately interested in their out- 
come. Having actually seen an energetic enemy roll up a line 
of battle. by an unexpected flank attack, I have waited anx- 
iously for tidings of a co-operative movement known to be 
in process fifty miles away. Having thus myself slept in 
bivouac, seen armies in battle formation, and heard the sharp 
zip of the mini& and the bursting of shells as they hurtled 
through the air, I may claim, while in no way an expert in 

. either strategy or tactics, to be not altogether a “bookish 
theorick.” 
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One other preliminary. The present paper is meant to be 

suggestive only. Asserting myself nothing as conclusively 
shown, my wish and hope are to invite by what I say, perhaps 
to provoke, a more thorough investigation by others of recog- 
nized competency. To use the words of the late Sir Leslie 
Stephen when entering on the discussion of a subject of quite 
another sort: “The topic (with which I am about to deal is 
old and has been carefully investigated and much discussed); 
and it would be presumptuous in me to speak dogmatically. I 
wish, however, to  suggest certain considerations which may 
perhaps be worth taking into account; and, as  I must speak 
briefly, I must not attempt to supply all the necessary quali- 
fications. I can only attempt to indicate what seems to me to 
be the correct point of view, and apologize if I a p P a r  to speak 
too dogmatically, simply because I cannot waste time by ex- 
pressions of diffidence, by reference to probable criticisms, or 
even by a full statement of my own reasons.”* 

Carefully premising all this, I now proceed to the subject 
in hand. In  our great Civil War the thing known as “strategy” 
was first and last much, and not always over-wisely, dimissed: 
the most popular definition of the term, and the one gen- 
erally accepted among the more practically experienced, being 
that attributed to the Confederate leader, Nathan B. Forrest. 
X somewhat uncouth Tennesseean, taught, like Croniwell, in the 
school of practical warfare and actual fighting, General Forrest 
is reported to have remarked that, so far as his observation 
went, the essence of all successful strategy was simply “to get 
there fust, with most men.” With all due respect, however, 
to General Forrest,-unquestionably a born soldier of high 
grade,-while his may be accepted as a definition so far as it 
goes, it hardly covers the whole ground. The getting “there” 
first with most men is all right; but using this expression 
the word “there” implies also another word, “Where?” Pyt in 
a different way, there is a key to about every military situation; 
but that key has to  be both found and properly made use of. 
When found and properly utilized, there is apt to result what 
in chess is known as a check, or, possibly, a checkmate. Strat- . 

*Social Rights and ‘Duties (18%). I. 91-92. 
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egy, therefore, is nothing more nor less than the art of playing, 
more or less skillfully, a complicated game of chess with a con- 
siderable, not seldom with a vast, area of broken country as 
its board, on which geographic points, cities and armies are the 
kings, queens and castles, while smaller commands and in- 
dividual men serve as pawns. In the present case, therefore 
-that of the Revolutionary campaign of 1777,-as in every 
similar case, it is essential to any correct understanding of the 
game and its progress to describe the board, and to arrange the 
pieces in antagonism upon it. 

The board of 1777 was extensive; but, for present pur- 
poses, both simple and familiar. I t  calls for no map to render 
it visually comprehensible. With the Canada boundary and 
Lake Champlain for a limit to the north, it extends to Chesa- 
peake Bay on the south,-a distance of approsiinately four 
hundred and fifty miles. Bordering on the ocean, this region 
was almost everywhere vulnerable by water, while its interior 
depth at  no point exceeded two hundred and fifty miles, and for 
all practical piitposes was limited to one hundred miles; Os- , 

wego, on Lake Ontario, being the farthest point from New 
York (250 miles) on the northwest, and Reading the farthest 
point westward (100 miles) from the Jersey coast. Practically 
Sew York City was at the strategic center,-that is. where 
movement was concerned, it was about equidistant from Albany 
and Fort Edward at one extreme, and from the capes of the 
Delaware and the headwaters of Chesapeake Bay on the other. 
In  either sphere and in both directions the means of communi- 
cation and of subsistence were equally good, or  equally inade- 
quate or insufficient. Philadelphia, the obvious but unessential 
military objective at the South, was practically one hundred 
miles from ,hew York; while Albany, the equally obvious but 
far more important military objective at the North, was one 
hundred and fifty miles from it. The average day’s march of 
an army is fifteen miles; by a forced march thirty miles or more. 
can be covered. From Xew York as a strategic starting point, 
Albany was therefore a ten days’ march distant, while Phila- 
delphia was three less, or a march of seven days. 

Such being the board on which the game of war was to be 
played, it remains to locate the pieces as they stood upon it. 

I 
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June was that year well advanced before active operations were 
begun. After the brilliant and redeeming Trenton-Princeton 
stroke with which Washington, in the Christmas week of that 
year, brought the 1776 campaign to a close, Sir William Howe 
had drawn the British invading forces together within the 
Manhattan lines, and there, comfortably established in winter 
quarters, had awaited the coming of spring and the arrival of 
reinforcements and supplies from England. Washington had 
placed himself in a strong defensive position at Morristown. 
there holding together as best he could the remnants of an 
army. Nearly due west of the town of Kew York, and about 
twenty-five miles from the Jersey shore of the Hudson, hiorris- 
town was a good strategic point from which to operate in any 
direction, whether towards Peekskill,-the gateway to the Hud- 
son Highlands on the road to .\lbaany. fifty miles away.- 
or towards Trenton, forty miles off in the direction of Phila- 
delphia. When, therefore, Sir William Howe, moving with 
that inexplicable and unsoldierly deliberation always char- 
acteristic of him, began a t  last to bestir himself, the situation 
was simple. Washington’s army, some seven thousand strong, 
but being rapidly increased by the arrival of fresh levies. was at 
Morristown, waiting for Howe to disclose a plan of operations; 
General Israel Putnam, quite incompetent and with only a 
nominal force under his command, niade a pretense of lidding 
the Hudson Highlands, the stronghold of the Patriots, in wliich 
they had stored their supplies, “muskets, cannon, ainmunitioti, 
provisions and military tools and equipnients of all kinds.”* 

. C  

, 

*Fisher. .Struggle+ fnr .-fnicrizuri I ,icfcpcmdrnr-r. 11. 101. In the present pa- 
per this work is used as the standard and for recurring reference because of its 
detailed and systematic citations. In the preface to his narrative (p. x) hlr. 
Fisher takes occasion to lamert the “great mistake” made by the historians of 
our Revolution “in abandoning the good, old-fashioned plan of referring to the 
original evidence by footnote citation.” No pretence at all is made of orig- 
inal or deep research in the preparation of this paper; hut a perusal of the, so- 
called, standard histories has not in all cases tended to inspire confidence in 

‘either the technical knowledge or unbiased temper of those responsible for 
them. Indefatigable as investigators. they reach conclusions not unseldom 
open an their face to grave question. and yet fail to indicate systematically 
the sources of their information or the evidence from which judgment was 
formed. Mr. Fisher‘s work is not open to this criticism Continued reference 
is therefore here made to it as the readiest indication of original authorities. 
docrmrrntary material, and CODtanporary evidence generally. 
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Farther north, General St. Clair, with some thirty-five hundred 
men, all told, occupied the defenses of Ticonderoga at  the foot 
of Lake George, a strategic outpost erroneously supposed to 
be well-nigh impregnable, and hence utilized as a sort of 
arsenal and supply depot; in point of fact, however, it was, in 
face of any skillfully directed attack, wholly untenable. Here, 
accordingly, had been collected a great number of cannon- 
some one hundred and twenty pieces-and a large amount 
of ammunition, together with a quantity of beef and flour.* 
Elsewhere the patriots had nothing with which the British 
commanders would be compelled to  reckon. Opposed to this 
half-organized, poorly armed, unclad and scattered muster-field 
gathering, numbering perhaps an aggregate of fifteen thousand, 
insufficiently supplied with artillery and with no mounted aux- 
iliary force, the British arrayed two distinct armies counting, 
together, thirty-three thousand effectives ; eight thousand u d e r  
General Burgoyne in Canada and twenty-live thousand under Sir 
i\rilliani Howe in and about New York. Perfectly organized 
and e q u i p w ,  well disciplined and supplied, they had a sufficient 
artillery contingent, though few cavalry; and what of mounted 
force they mustered was ill adapted to American conditions. The 
British control of the sea was undisputed, but ineffective as re- 
spects blockade. 

Thus, making full allowance for every conceivable draw- 
back on the part of the British, and conceding every possible 
advantage to the Patriots, the outlook for the latter was, in 
the early summer of 1777, ominous in the extreme. To leave 
their opponents even a chance of winning, it was plain that the 
British commanders would have to play their game very badly. 
And they did just  that! Displaying, whether on land or water, 
an almost inconceivable incompetence, they lost the game. even 
though their opponents, beside failing to  take advantage of 
their blunders, both fundamental and frequent, committed 
almost equal blunders of their own. 

*Fisher. 11. 64. Writing after the news of the capture of the place by 
Burgoyne had reached him, but prior to the holding of a court of inquiry. Gen- 
eral Greene thus expressed himself in a letter dated August 11, at the Crors- 
roads near Philadelphia: “if it was necessary to evacuate CTiconderogal. why 
had it not been done earlier? If the stores and garrison had been saved. the 
loss of the place had been inconsiderable.”-Greene, Life of Creme, I. 432. 
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What has in recent years come to be known as the General 
Staff was then as yet undreamed of as part of a military or- 
ganization; but, viewed from a modern General-Staff stand- 
point, the contrast of what actually was done on either and each 
side in that campaign with what it is obvious sJlould have been 
done, affords a study of no small historical interest. Such a 
contrast is also one now very easy to make, €or not only is 
hind-sight, so called, proverbially wiser and more penetrating 
than foresight, but a century’s perspective lends to events 
and situations a proper relative proportion. That becomes 
clear which was at the time obscure. For instance, the 
merest tyro in the study of the conditions on which great mili- 
tary movements depend can now point out with precision and 
confidence the errors of policy and strategy for which Sapoleon 
was responsible in 1812 and 1813, and which lured him to de- 
struction. What is obvious in the case of Napoleon less than 
forty years later is, of course, even more obvious in the case 
of Sir William Howe and General Washington in 1777. 

Coming then to the point now at issue, the military policy 
and line of strategic action Howe would have pursued had he, 
in May, 1777, firmly grasped the situation and risen to an equal- 
ity with it, are now so manifest as to be hardly open to dis- 
cussion; they need but to be set forth. Having a complete 
naval and a great military superiority, he would have sought 
to open from his base at Xew York, and securely hold, a con- 
nection with Montreal and Canada by way of the Hudson and 
Lake Champlain, thus severing his enemy’s territory and, in 
great degree, paralyzing his military action. The means at dis- 
posal with- which to accomplish this result were ample- 
Howe’s own army, twenty-five thousand strong at New York, 
aperating on the easy line of the Hudson, in full cooperation 
with the fleet could easily open the route, and insure the in- 
vading column constant and ample supplies. In close contact 
with an open and navigable river, there need be no fear of a 
repetition of the tactics of Concord and Lexington. Beyond 
any question, Sir William, leaning on Lord Howe’s arm as he 
advanced on this line, would be able to connect with the aniiy 
of Burgoyne, eight thousand strong, moving down from Mon- 
treal. His single other military objective would then be the 

’ - .- .- 7 . .  
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Patriot annyBunder Washington, in every respect inferior to the 
force at Howe’s own disposal; and this army it would be his 
aim to bring to the issue of pitched battle on almost any terms, 
with a view to its total destruction or dispersal. If he suc- 
ceeded in so doing, the struggle would be ended, he holding 
the dividing strategic line of the Hudson; if, however, he tailed 

. to get at and destroy Washington’s army, he would still hold 
the line of the Hudson, and the navy under Lord Howe then 
seizing for permanent occupation some controlling point on 
Chesapeake Bay, the brothers Howe could securely depend on 
the blockade* and the gradual securing of other strategic points 
to bring to their opponent sure death through inanition-or, 
in the language of General Charles Lee in the “Plan” of opra-  
tions prepared by .him during his Sew York captivity, and 
then submitted to Howe, would “unhinge and dissolve the 
whole system of (Patriot) defense.”? Such a policy and strat- 
egy, at once aggressive and passive, was not only safe, but ob. 
vious. Secure in control of the sea, Howe had but to divide 
his opponent’s territory-, and then destroy his army or starve 
it out. 

The policy and strategy to be adopted and pursued by the 
Patriots were, on the other hand, hardly less plain. CVith no 
foothold at all on the sea, except through a sort of maritime, 

T h e  crushing influence of an effertive blockade on the revolted Provinces, 
and the inexplicable failure of Admiral Lord Howe to establish or maintain 
such a blockade were at the time very forably set forth and dwelt upon by the 
Philadelphia renegade and exiled loyalist, Joseph Galloway, in his pamphlet 
entitled “A Letter to the Right Honorable Lord Viscount H - e .  on His Naval 
Conduct in the American War,“ London, 1779. Galloway shows that the naval 
force put at Lard Howe’s disposal was more than ample for an effective 
blockade; that to establish and maintain such a blockade was wholly prac- 
ticable; an4 finally. that had one been thus established and maintained “the 
whole commerce of the revolted Colonies must have ceased. Their army and 
navy must have been ruined, from the utter impracticability of prrmVing for 
them the necessary provisions, clothing and supplies. Their produce must have 
perished on their hands.” Salt, for instance, was almost wholly imported. In 
Philadelphia “this commodity. which before the rebellion was commonly bought 
for 15 to 20 pence now (1P7677) sold from f 1 5  to f20  m currmcy of the 
same value’’ To the same effect, “Salt, four dollars per bushel (hard money) ; 
butter, one dollar per pound; sugar 1 s. 6 d. per pound, or six dollars Con- 
tinental money; beef, verp poor, from 1 s. 6 d. to 2 s. 6 d. per pound; flour 
not to be purchased.”-Reed. Life a d  Correspondence of Joseph Reed, L 331. 

-~ 

tN. Y. Hist. SOC, Lee Papers, IV. 408. 
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’ ietter-of-marque militia, on land they were hopelessly out- 
classed-outclassed in numbers, in organization. in weapons, 
in discipline and in every form and description of equipment. 
They had three things only in their favor: (1) space, (2) time 
and (3) interior lines of communication. implying mobility. 
In  any pitched battle they would necessarily take the chances 
heavily against themselves. Their manifest policy was, there- 
fore, to fight only.in positions of their own choosing and with 
every advantage on  their side, striking as opportunity offered 
with their whole concentrated strength on an enemy necessarily 
more or less detached, and his detachments beyond support- 
ing distance of each other. Put in simpler form, and drawing 
examples from actual experience, Bunker Hill, Lexington and 
Concord pointed the way so far as  policy and positions were 
concerned, and Princeton and Trenton perfectly illustrated 
the system of harassing and destroying segregated detach- 
ments. On the other hand, the bitter levsons received on 
Long Island and in and about Manhattan in 1776 should 
have taught the Patriot leaders that, face to face in ordered 
battle. their half-equipped, undisciplined levies, when op 
posed to the European mercenaries, stood just about the 
chance of a rustic plough-boy if pitted in a twelve-foot ring 
against a trained prize fighter. It would be a simple chal- 
lenging of defeat. 

Such, as  is now apparent, being the manifest and indis- 
putable conditions under which each party moved. and must 
win or lose the game or in it hold its own, it is not. I think, 
passing a too sweeping criticism to say that every one of these 
conditions was either ignored or disregarded equally, and on 
both sides, throughout that momentous campaign. In other 
words, British or Patriot, it was a campaign of consectttive and 
sustained blundering. The leisurely fashion in which it was 
opened has already been referred to. Washington, holding to- 
gether with difficulty what was hardly more than a skeleton 
organization, remained prudently in his lines at Morristown. 
There, his army as a military objective was apparently within 
Howe’s grasp all through the months of April and May,- 

. practically at his mercy. I t  could easily have been maneuvered 
out of its positions, and dispersed or sent on its wanderings; 
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it continued to hold together only so long as its antagonist 
failed to avail himself of his superiority and the situation. 
Howe, meanwhile, in his usual time-killing way, was perfect- 
ing his arratlgements in New York; Burgoyne. at Montreal, 
was similarly engaged. Not until May was well advanced and, 
what is for that region, some of the best campaigning weather 
in the whole year was over, did Washington voluntarily emerge 
from his winterquarters, and, so to speak, look about to  see 
what his opponent might be up to; for, that he must be up to 
something, seemed only likely. That opponent had, however, 
apparently not yet roused himself from his winter’s lethargy, 
and it was not until June was half over that he at  last gave 
signs of active life. Burgoyne at the same time (June 17) 
moved on his path to Ticonderoga, the first stage in his march 
to Albany. Now was Howe’s opportunity. I t  dangled before 
his eyes, plain and unmistakable. Washington’s army shoidd 
have been his objective. Only seven thousand strong, Howe 
could oppose twenty thousand to it (Fisher, XI. 11) either for 
direct attack or purposes of maneuver. Washington’s army 
disposed of or held off, Howe, following the dictates of simple 
common sense, would then have turned his face northwards, 
and marched, practically unopposed, to  Albany, by way of 
Peekskill. Coiiperating with the British fleet, Clinton four 
months later did this, with four thousand men only; capturing 
on his way “vast supplies of muskets, cannon, ammunition, 
provisions and military tools and equipments of all kinds which 
the Patriots had stored in their great stronghold,” the Hudson 
Highlands (Fisher, 11. 101). Howe thus failed wholly to avail 
himself of what was obviousiy the opportunity of a good sol- 
dier’s lifetime. Both what he did do and what he failei to do 
were and remain enigmas to both friends and foes. As a strate- 
gic operation it resembled nothing so much as the traditional 
and familiar movement of the unspecified King of France. 
Howe marched his twice ten thousand men over into New 
Jersey; and then marched them back again. Well might Sted- 
man afterwards plaintively ask: “Why did he not march round 
either on the north or south to the rear of that enemy, where 
he might have heen assaulted without any other hazard than 

9 
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such as must, in the common course of war, be unavoidably 
incurred?”* The query to this day remains unanswered; but, 
certainly, the British commander did not then make any con- 

to bring matters “to the issue of pitched battle 
terms.” Severely criticised for his conduct 

r, Howe simply said: “I did not think it advisable 
much time as must have been employed upon that 

uring the intense heat of the season” (Fisher, 11. 12), 
rch in question could not very well have been made to 

r much more than fifty miles; though it might have im- 
plied some discomfort from heat and dust. Washington was 
wholly unable to account for his opponent’s proceedings ; those 
who participated in the subsequent midsummer marchings and 
fightings of our Civil War have been unable to account for 
them since. HOwe’s explanation is puerile; at the time the 
English critics referred to his doings as Howe’s “two weeks’ 
fooling in New Jersey.” 

This military “fooling” over, Howe next evacuated S e s  
Jersey altogether, leaving the astonished \Vashington and 
his army free to go where they liked and to do what they 
pleased, quite unmolested; but, instead of turning his face 
north, and marching up to meet Burgoyne, thus making secure 
the Hudson line of communication with Canada, the British 
commander next shipped his army on a mighty fleet of trans- 
ports, gathered in New York Bay, and, after idly lingering 
there some precious weeks, sailed away with it into space. 
The contemporary verdict on these performances was thus ex- 
pressed by a participant, in language none too strong: 

In the spring and summer it is impossible for the mind of man to conceive 
the gloom and resentment of the army, on the retreat from the Jerseys, and 
the shipping them to the southward: nothiag but being present and seeing the 
countenances of the soldiers. could give an impresoion adequate to the scene; 
or p h t  the astonishment and despair that reigned in New Yorlc, when it was 
found that the North River was deserted, and Burgope’s army abandoned 
to its fate All the former opporhtnitics lost thtough indolence or rejected 
though design, appeared innocent when compared with this fatal movement. 
The ruiaouS and dreadful consequences were instantly foreseen and foretold; 
and despondence or execration filled every mouth. 

Had there been 110 Canada anny to desert or to sacrifice, the voyage to 

*History of A d o r  Ww,  t 288. 
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the southward could only originate from the most profound ignorance or im- 
becility.. 

Disappearing from sight on the 24th of July, on the 30th 
the British armament was reported as being off the entrance of 
the Delaware River; again vanishing, not until the 21st of 
August did it at last make its appearance in the Chesapeake. 
Howe’s objective then was apparent. He was moving on Phil- 
adelphia,-the town in which the Congress *as holding its 
sittings,-the seat of Government,-the Capital of the provinces 
in rebellion! 

As a move on the strategic chess-board this further pro- 
ceeding on the part of Sir William was at the time incompre- 
hensible; nor has it since been accounted for. Had he marched 
to Philadelphia overland (ninety miles), he would at least have 
relieved Burgoyne by keeping \Vashington’s entire available 
force occupied; possibly he might have brought on a pitched 
battle in which every chance would have been in his favor. 
He would al& have been free at any moment to countermarch 
north, with or without a battle. Electing to go by sea; when 
he got into Delaware Bay the Admiral in command of the fleet 
apparently bethought himself of Sir Peter Parker’s dismal ex- 
perience before Charleston just a year before, and did not like 
to face on a river water-front the guns of the several forts be- 
low the town covering obstructions in the channel; so, instead 
of landing his army at Wilmington, and proceedings thence to 
Philadelphia, Howe had recourse to another of those flanking 
movements to which, after his Bunker Hill frontal experiment, 
he always showed himself addicted. The front ‘door to Phila- 
delphia being closed, he made for the back door, sailing south 
around Cape Charles and up Chesapeake Bay to what was 
known as the Head of Elk, close to Havre de Grace, some fifty 

- 
. 

*View of the Evidence relcltive to the Conduct of the Amcricor Wor nu& 
Sir lVilliorn Howe. etc., 152. A copy is in the hlauduit pamphlets. No. 8 in 
Volume I.  

“Sir Henry Clinton, in his manuscript notes to Stedman’s Rmnsriror Ww, 
says. ‘I owe it to truth to say there was not, I believe. a man in the anny, ex- 
cept Lord Cornwallis and General Grant, who did not reprobate the move to 
the southward, and see the necessity of a eOaperation with General Bur- 
goyne’ ”-Fisher, n. 71. 
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miles southwest of Philadelphia; Wilmington being at that 
time not only wholly unprotected and perfectly accessible, but 
lying on the Delaware almost exactly half the distance from 
Philadelphia to the Head of Elk, and, as every one making a 
trip from New York to Washington now knows, on the direct 
road between the two first-mentioned points. By this move, 
very cunning of its kind, Sir William Howe unquestionably, 
though in mosPunaccountable fashion, flanked the defenses of 
his objective point, which now lay at his mercy; but the 
move had taken him as f a r  away from the line of the Hud- 
son as he could conveniently and comfortably, at that hot sea- 
son of the year, arrange to get, and had consumed four weeks 
of precious time., But, with Sir William Howe, time was never 
of moment! Such a thing is not to be suggested, and, in the 
case of Sir William Howe, is inconceivable, but had he deliber- 
ately and in cold blood designed the ruin of Burgoyne.-as was, 
indeed, charged by his more hostile critics (infro, p. 961 ),-he 
would not have done other than he did. He not only took 
himself off and out of the way, but, by hovering in sight of the 
mouth of Delaware Bay and then sailing southward, he gave 
Washington the broadest of hints that he need apprehend no 
interference on Howe’s part with any northward movement the 
Patriots might see fit to decide upon. Theirs was the chance! 
The blunder-for disloyalty and treachery, though at the time 
suspected (Fisher, Chap: IX), are not gravely alleged-the 
blunder of which the British general had now been guilty was, 
in short, gross and manifest; so gross and manifest, indeed, 
that it could only be retrieved by a blunder of equal magni- 
tude on the part of his adversary. This followed in due time; 
meanwhile, Howe, wholly losing sight of his proper immediate 
objective-Washington’s army-had moved away from the 
sphere of vital operations,-the Severance of Kew England 
from New York and the Middle States,-and made himself 
and the force under him practically negligible quantities for the 
ti-me being. Off the board, he was out of the game. 

Even now, any plausible explanation of Howe’s course at 
this time must be looked for in the mental make-up and physi- 
cal inclinations of the man. Of him and them, as revealed in 
the record, something will be said later on in this paper. It is 
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sufficient here to observe that if, as held from the beginning of 
time, it is one of the distinctive traits of a great soldier to 
detect the failings of an opponent so clearly as to be able 
immediately to take the utmost advantage of them, Washington 
now certainly did not evince a conspicuous possession of that 
particular trait. 

The explanation, at once most plausible as well as charit- 
able, of Howe’s performance is that, during the winter of 1776- 
77, he had conceived an exaggerated and wholly erroneous idea 
of the importance of the possession of Philadelphia as a moral 
as well as strategic factor in the struggle the conduct of which 
had been entrusted to him. There were, indeed, good grounds 
for believing that a large and influential element in the popula- 
tion of the middle provinces-New Jersey, Pennsylvania and 
Maryland-were distinctly of loyalist proclivity, and that they 
only needed countenance and protection to assert themselves 
(Fisher, 11. 54). Doubtless also I-Iowe counted largely on his 
OHTI personal magnetism and kindliness of temper, as elements 
of political conciliation. He then, in his military operations, 
proceeded to discard every sound strategic rule and considera- 
tion in favor of moral effect and social influence. He also 
seems to have looked on Philadelphia as i f  it had been a Paris 
or a Berlin or a Vienna; and he recalled the vital importance 
of those capitals in the wars of Marlborough and Frederick.- 
the legendary past of the British army. He was accordingly 
under an obsession ; possessed by what was from a strictly mili- 
tary point of view a pure delusion. Thirty-five years later one 
infinitely greater than Howe suffered in the same way, bitt with 
results far more serious. In his work, How Engkanci Saved 
Europe, \V. H. Fitchett says (IV. 81) of Napoleon’s Russian 
campaign, “Russia, like Spain, to quote Professor Sloane, ‘had 
the strength of low organisms.’ Its vitality was not centered 
in a single organ. It could lose a capital and survive.” If this 
was true of Russia, as Napoleon in 1812 to his cost found, it 
was yet more true of the American federated States in 1777, 
for, practically, in Revolutionary warfare Philadelphia in itself, 
in that respect wholly unlike Albany, was of no more strategic 
impoftance than any other considerable town. When, therefore, 
Howe carried off the bulk and flower of the army of British 



ET 998 U. S. CA VALR Y JOURNAL. 

f 
13 ~ 

P 
P 

I!$ - 
invasion and set it down in Phhdelphia, he made as false a 
move as was possible in the game assigned him to play. 

It then remained for his opponent to avail himself of the 
great and unlooked-for opportunity thus offered him,-to call 
a check m the game, possibly even a checkmate. This Wash- 
ington wholly failed to do; on the contrary, he actually played 
his opponent’s game for him, redeeming Hawe’s blunders by 
the commitment of blunders of his own fortunately less fatal 
in their effect though scarcely in nature less gross. When 
Howe, after disappearing with his armament below the sea-line 
on the 24th of July, reappeared off the mouth of the Delaware 
on the 30th of the month, and his general objective thus be- 
came obvious, the relation to each other, and to the game, of 
the remaining pieces on the military chess-board would seem to 
have been plain. No matter where Howe now went, i t  was 
settled that he was not going up the Hudson. That made clear, 
he might go where he pleased. Using a shallow artifice, he 
tried to induce Washington to think he was going to Boston, 
thence to make a juncture with Burgoyne. Silly, is the term to 
apply to such a weak invention of the enemy.* \Vhy go to 
Boston to march overland to .4lbany, when the shorter way by 
the Hudson lay open before him? Had he really proposed so 
to do, Washinglon might pleasantly have bade him God-speed, 
and pointed out that his best route lay through Lexington and 
Concord, or, possibly, up Bennington way. Under conditions 
similar to those then confronting Washington, it is not difficult 
to imagine the nervous energy or “stern contentment” with 
which Frederick or Wellington, or still more Napoleon with his 
“tiger spring,” would have contemplated the arrangement of 
the strategic board. The game would have been thrown into 
their hands. His opponent had hopelessly divided his forces 
beyond the possibility of effective mutual support, and \Vash- 
ington held the interior line. O n  which of the three should he 
pounce? And this question seemed to answer itself. Ilowe 
was not only too strong for successful attack, but, for every 
immediate strategic purpose, he had made of himself a negli- 
gible quantity. Placed where he had put himself, or plainly -- 

+&ving, Washington (Geoffrey Crayon ed.), III. 164. 
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proposed to put himself, he could not grcatly affect results. 
Clinton, at New York, was equally negligible; for, while the 
force-some six thousand men-left there with him by Howe 
was not sufficient properly to man the defenses, much less to 
assume a dangerous aggressive, the place was secure under the 
protection of the British fleet. There was no victim ripe just 
yet for sacrifice in that quarter. There remained Burgoyne. 
He could incontinently be wiped from off the face of the earth, 
or, to speak more correctly, removed from the chess-board. 
That done, and done quickly ; then-the next ! 

Extrication by retreat was now no longer possible; Bur- 
goyne was hopelessly entangled. His bridges were burned; he 
had to get through to Albany, and thence to New York, with 
destruction as his sole alternative. Six weeks before (June 17) 
he had set out on his southward movement. four days after, 
Howe had crossed from New York into New Jersey for his 
“two weeks’ fooling.” O n  the 5th of July Burgoyne occupied 
Ticonderoga ; on that day Howe, his “two weeks’ fooling” over, 
was loading his army on the transports anchored in New York 
Bay, and IVashington was observing him in a state of complete 
and altogether excusable mental bepuzzlement. What move , 

on the board had the man in mind? Clearly his true move 
would be up the Hudson; but why load an army-foot, horse 
and artillery-on Ocean transports to  sail up the Hudson? 
The idea was absurd. But, if  Albany was not Howe’s destina- 
tion, what other destination had he in mind? At  length, 
July 24, he put to sea4isappeared in space. In the inter- 
val Burgoyne had made his irretrievable mistake. Hitherto 
his movements had been in every respect most successful. 
N’inning victories, capturing strongholds and supplies, he had 
swept on, forcing the great northern barrier. He had now the 
choice of two routes to -4lbany. He could go by water to the 
head of Lake George on his way to Fort Edward, capture it 
and in ten days be in Albany; or he could try to get there by 
constructing a military road through the woods. He elected 
the latter, plunging into a “half-wilderness, rough country of 
creeks, marshes and woodland trails.” Beside removing ob 
structions and repairing old bridges, he had to build forty new ; 
and one of these “was a causeway two miles long across a 
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swamp.”* To withdraw was now impossible; the victim was 
nearing the sacriiiaal spot. He occupied the hastily evacuated 
Fort Edward on the 30th of July. On that same day “the 
people living at Cape Henlopen, a t  the entrance of Delaware . 
Bay, saw the ocean covered with a vast fleet of nearly three 
hundred transports and men-of-war” (Fisher, 11. 18). I t  was 
Howe’s armament. H e  was not bound for Albany.! From that 
moment, strategically and for immediate purposes, he was for 
Washington as if he did not exist. H e  might go where he willed 
to go; he was outside of the present field of vital operation- 
clean off the chess-board. 

Did Washington see his opportunity, and quickly avail 
himself of it, Burgoyne was now lost-hopelessly lost. He 
might indeed get to Albany; but Washington could get there 
“fust with most men.” Washington had now twelve thou- 
sand men. A large portion of them were militia, and the militia 
were notoriously unreliable whether on the march or in battle; 

Washington expressed it, under fire they were “afraid of their 
own shadows”; and so, teaching them how to cover the ground 
rapidly and well was mere waste of time. They \\-auld. of 
course, have had to be left behind to occupy the attention of the 
enemy. There would remain probably some eight thousand 
marching and fighting effectives. Schuyler had forty-four hun- 
dred men with him when (July 30) he abandoned Fort Edward, 
and the militia were pouring in. A month later Gates. who re- 
lieved Schuyler in command, had seven thousand (Fisher. 11. 

89). Here was a force fifteen thousand strong. i f  once united. 
and Burgoyne, when he emerged from the wilderness, could 
muster less than five thousand. It was the opportunity of a life- 
time; unfortunately, \Vashington did not so see it, failed to take 
full advantage of it. Instead, he had recourse to those half-way 
measures always in warfare so dangerous. 

The possibility of such a move on the part of his adversa+ 
had indeed occurred to  Howe. and, apparently, to him only; so, 
just before sailing from New York. he wrote to Burgoyne, con- 
gratulating him on his occupation of Ticonderoga (July 5 ), and 
added : “Washington is awaiting our motions here. and has de- 
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7 . .. 

. .  
THE CAMPAIGN OF 1777. 981 

tached Sullivan with about twenty-five hundred men, as I learn, 
to Albany. My intention is for Pennsylvania, where I expect 
to meet Washington; but if he goes to the northward. contrary 
to my expectations, and you can keep him at  bay, be assured I 
shall soon be after to relieve you.”* The letter containing this 
extraordinary assurance of s u p p r t  did not reach Burgoyne until 
the middle of September. It lends a touch of the grotesque to 
the situation. Washington might with perfect ease have effected 
a junction of his own army with that under Schuyler. and 
crushed Burgoyne, three weeks before Howe’s missive reached 
him. 

That, as Commander-in-Chie f, \Vashington had ample au- 
thority to undertake such a diversion without previously con- 
sulting Congress or obtaining its consent thereto, did not admit 
of doubt. The question had already been raised, and it had once 
for all been settled; “all -4merican forces were under his com- 
mand, whether regular troops or volunteers, and he was invested 
with full powers to act for the good of the service in every part 
of the country.” The conditions were now exactly those pre- 
figured by Charles Lee the year before at Boston, when he said 
to Washington: “Your situation is such that the salvation of 
the whole depends on your striking. at certain crises, vigorous 
strokes, without previously cotiitnunicating your intention.”+ 

\\.‘hen Houe  was descried at the mouth of the Delaware 
(July 30). \\’ashington was still in central Sew Jersey, in the 
neighborhood of the Raritan. Clinton. with some six thousand 
men only. in New \-ark \vas looking for reinforcements, which 
did not reach hini until October (Fisher, 11. 100 I .  Meanwhile 
he was powerless -for aggression. He  could be safely disre- 
garded, .Albany was only one hundred and fifty miles away; 
if  taken leisurely, a pleasant ten days’ summer march. I t  was 
a mere question of shoe leather, and in all successful warfare 
shoes are indeed a prime factor. So much is this the case that 
when, some thirty-five years later, Wellington, attending to 
every detail which contributed to the effectiveness of his army,; 
was preparing for that final campaign in the Peninsula which 

*Fiske. The Ameriror Revokution, I. 308. 
tN.  Y. Hist Soc. Lee Papers, IP. 262. 
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culminated one month later in the complete overthrow of the 
French under King Joseph, directed and dry-nursed by Marshal 
.Jourdan, at Vittoria, it was prescribed that every British infantry 
soldier should carry in his knapsack three pairs of shoes, with an 
extra pair of spare soles and heels (Fitchett, III. 358). Such 
an ample provision of foot-wear would in the summer of 1777 
have probably been beyond the reach of Washington’s Quarter- 
master-General; but, shortly before, shoes sufficient it is said for 
twenty-five thousand troops had arrived safely at Portsmouth, 
sent out with other munitions of war by French sympathizers 
(Fisher, 11. 10). New England, moreover, was then a commun- 
ity of cordwainers, and the coarse cowhide foot-wear of the 
period could, if called for, have hardly failed somehow to be 
forthcoming. In any event, the march of one hundred and 
twenty-five miles towards Chesapeake Bay actually made at that 
time was in degree only less destructive of sole leather than one 
twenty-five miles longer to Albany. As to the operation from 
any other point of view, it-was exactly the experience and dis- 
cipline the Patriot army stood most in need of. As every one 
who has had any experience in actual warfare knows. there 
is nothing which so contributes to the health, morale and 
discipline of an army as steady and unopposed marching over 
long distances. In our own more recent experience Sherman’s 
famous movements through Georgia and the Carolinas afforded 
convincing illustration of this milita6 truism. Sothing, on the 
other hand, is so bad for the morale and physical health of a 
military force; especially one hastily levied, as long hot-weather 
tarrying in any one locality. For instance, at the very time now 
under consideration, while \Vashington was waiting near the 
FaWs of the Schuylkill for Howe’s movement to reveal itself, we 
are told that the sanitary arrangements of the Patriots were 
“particularly unfortunate.” and in the “hot August weather a 
most horrible stench rose all round their camp” (Fisher, 11. IS; 
Green, I. 4-40). 

Had Washington, straining on the leash, broken camp and 
set his columns in motion for Peekskill on the Hudson during 
the first week in August, by the 20th of a month of easy marches 
he would have joined Schuyler, and the united armies, fifteen 
thousand strong, would have been on top of Burgoyne. At 
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that time Gates had not yet assumed command of the North1 
e m  Department (Fisher, 11. 88). Lincoln and Stark werd 
wrangling; and Schuyler was issuing orders which both refused 
or neglected to  obey (Zb., 80). The battle at Bennington wag 
fought on August 14. Out-flanked, surrounded, crushed by ari 
overwhelming superiority of force, his enemy flushed with vic: 
tory, Burgoyne’s camp everywhere searched day and night bx 
rifle-bullets, while cannon-balls hurtled through the air (Trevelf 
yan, Pt. III. 189-190), a week at most would have sufficed: the 
British commander would have had to choose between surrender 
or destruction Events would thus have been precipitated 
seven weeks, and the early days of September might have seen 
Washington moving south on his interior lines at the head of 
a united army, flushed with success and full of confidence irl 
itself and its leader. Rich in the spoils of Burgoyne, it would 
also have been a force well armed and equipped, especially 
strong in artillery; for, indeed, even at this interval of more 
than a century and a quarter of time, it leads to somethine 
closely resembling a watering of the American eyes and mouth 
to read at  once the account of the parade of Washington’s soc 
called army through Philatlelphiaan its way to the Brandywine 
during the latter days of August, 1777, and the schedule of the 
impedimenta turned over by the vanquished to the victors at 
Saratoga fifty days later. Of the first Fisher says (11. 19) : 
“The greatest pains were taken with this parade. Earnest ap- 
peals were made to the troops to keep in step and avoid strag- 
gling. . . . To give some uniformity to the motley hunting- 
shirts, bare feet, and rags, every man wore a green sprig in his 
hat. . . . But they all looked like fighting men as they 
marched by to destroy Howe’s prospects of a winter in Phila- 
delphia.” This authority then unconsciously touches the heart of 
the strategic blunder in that niarch being perpetrated by adds 
ing : “N‘ith the policy Howe was persistently pursuing, it might 
have beendust as well to offer no obstacle to his taking Phila- 
delphia. H e  merely intended to pass the winter there as  he 
had done in Boston and New York.” Mr. Fisher does not add 
that this halfsrganized, half-armed, half-clad, undisciplined 
body twelve thousand strong was on its t a y  to measure itself 
in pitched battle against eighteen thousand veterans, British and 
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German, perfectly organized, equipped and disciplined, in an 
effort doomed in advance to fai lure-an effort to protect from 
hostile occupation a town of not the slightest strategic impor- 
ance! It was in truth a very sad spectacle, that empty Philadel- 
phia parade of victims on the way through a dark valley of 
death and defea! to Valley Forge as a destination. The cold, 
hard military truth is that the flower of that force--eight thou- 
a n d  of the best of the twelve thousand-should then have been 
nt Saratoga, dividing among themselves the contents of Bur- 
goyne’s army train-“a rich prize,” consisting, as Trevelyan 
enumerates (Pt. 1x1. 194). almost exclusively of articles which 
the captors specially needed. “There were five thousand mus- 
kets, seventy thousand rounds of ball-cartridges, many ammuni- 
tion wagons, four hundred sets  of harness, and a fine train of 
brass artillery,-battering guns, field guns, howitzers. and mor- 
tars ;-forty-two pieces of ordnance in all.” This surrender 
actually occurred on October 18; it migllr equally well have been 
forced in early September, and the united, victorious and seasoned 
army which compelled it might on the 8th of that month-the 
day Howe landed at the Head of Elk on Chesapeake Bay-have 
been hurrying forward, well advanced on its way back to con- 
front him. 

That \Vashington had at this juncture no realizing sense, 
or indeed any conception oi, that fundaniental strategic prup- 
ositian of Frederick and Sapoleon-the value and effectiveness 
in warfare of concentration and mobility through utilizing in- 
terior lines against a segregated enemy-was now made very 
manifest. For a time it was supposed that the far-wandering 
and elusive British armament might have Charleston for its des- 
tination. The Congress IIOW (August 1) conferred on \C‘ash- 
ington plenary powers as to the Sorthern Department. Instead 
of acting on this enipowernient instantly and decisively, in the 
way the situation called for, Washington excused himself on the 
singular ground that the situation in the Northern Department 
was “delicate” and might involve “interesting consequences.“* 

[Washington’s letter declining to make 
this oppomtment is m Writings of Washington (Ford), m. 3, and shows so 
curious a position for one io plenary command of the a m y  to take, that it will 
hear qw*: “The northern army in a great measure has been considered as 

. 
*I-S Wahkngton, m. 172. 
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H e  then called a council of war to advise on the general strate- 
gic situation and the line of action best calculated to meet it. 
Assuming that Howe’s objective was Charleston, the council d e  
cided in favor of a movement toward the Hudson.* As such a 
“movement might involve the most important consequences,” 
Washington, instead of acting, sent a letter to the President of 
Congress. requesting the “opinion of that body” (Irving, III 

of the council. \f.‘hen every one had thus been consulted and d 
separate. and more peculiarlv under their [Congress’] direction: and the 
officers commanding there always of their nomination. I have never interC 
fered further than merely to advise, and to give siich aids as were in my powe!, 
on the requisitions of those officers. The present situation of that depattmM 
is delicate and critical. and the choice of an ofhcer to the command may id- 
volve very interesting and important conseqiiences.” With the resolution 4 
Congress the delegates in Congress from New England wrote urging the a* 
pointment of Gates. But Washington declined to make an appointment. an# 
Gates received his assignment from Congress. The relations between W 
ington and Gates had tended to become cool since Gates went to Philadelp 
“for his health.” in December. 1776. There he paid assiduous attention 
Congress, 50 that when the spring opened he was much averse to resume , 
office of Adjutant-General. as Washington earnestly desired. He pleaded thjt 
he had commanded the last campaign at the second post upon the continen 

point and never resumed his former office, for which he was well fitted, Mt 
was ordered to Ticonderoga in March, and returned to Philadelphia when 
Schuyler resumed the command of the Northern Department. After his de- 
fection in March the men around Washington distriisted him. and his conduct 
after the surrender of Burgoyne. in so reluctantly returning the troops of which 
Washington had stripped his own army to send to his aid, justified the sus- 
picion of his personal ambition. The special mission of Hamilton to hasten 
the march of those loaned corps is instructive on this point, and is told in his 
correspondence. After the Conway exposure, Gates ceased to hold any of 
Washington’s esteem. It is a curious speculation how much of this jealousy 
and difference could have been avoided had Washington exerased the power 
that was undoubtedly his, and which Congress urged him to exert. a powv 
that could have been used by his taking his army to Albany and winning for 
himself the credit of Burgoyne’s destruction and a united and devoted arm$ 
W. C. F.] 

*“To counterbalance the injury which might be sustained in the South [did 
Charleston prove to be the objective of Howe’s armament] the army under his 
[Washington’s] particular command ought, he conceived. to avail itself of the 
weakness of the enemy in the North, and to be immediately employed, either 
against the army from Canada, or the posts of the British in New York as 
might promise most advantage.”-Marshall, Life of Washingfor, 111. 134. [The 
council of war was held August 21, 1777. and the minutes are printed in Ford, 
Defeaces of PhWetbkia, 41. W. C P.] 

183). Congress gave the seal of its approval to the conclusio 4 

and expected something better than the Adjutant-Generalship. He gained h 2 , 



&ble advice solicited and received, the northward movement 
was initiated.. But at just that juncture Howe appeared in the 
Qlesapeake. That Philadelphia was his objective now became 
certain; and immediately the northern movement was counter- 
manded. The grounds on which it was countermanded were 
thus set forth by Washington himself: “The state of affairs in 
this quarter will not admit of it. It would be the height of im- 
policy to  weaken ourselves too much here, in order to increase 
our strength (in the Northern Department) ; and it must cer- 
tainly be considered more difficult, as well as of greater moment, 
to control the main army of the enemy, than an inferior, and, I 
may say, a dependent one; for it is pretty obvious that if  Gen- 
eral Howe can be kept at bay, and prevented from effecting his 
purpose, the successes of General Burgoyne, whatever they may 
be, must be partial and temporary” (Irving, III. 173-174). In 
other words, the advantages of concentration were to be ignored. 
and no use made of time and interior lines in the striking of 
blows,-now here. now there. I t  is quite safe to say that 
neither Frederick, twenty years before, nor Napoleon, twenty 
years later, would have viewed that particular situation in that 
way. They, with all their strength concentrated in one solid 
mass, would ham struck Burgoyne first, and then Howe. They 
would hardly have weakened themselves by sending Morgan to 
help “hold Burgoyne at bay”; and then insured the loss of Phil- 
adelphia, a thing in itself of ‘no consequence, by confronting 
Howe with half of an army, which, as a whole, was insufficient 
for the work 

As Irving shows with a delightful nczivete, the significance 
of which Fiske wholly failed to appreciate: “Washington was 
thus in a m ~ e f  carrying on two games at once, with Howe 
on the seaboard and with Burgoyne on the upper waters of the 
Hudson, and endeavoring by a skillful movement to give check 
to both. Idwas an  arduous and complicated task, especially with 
his scanty and fluctuating means, and the wide extent of coun- 
try and great distances over which he had to move his men.”* 
To attempt to carry on “two games at once” on the chess- 
board of war, especially with “scanty and fluctuating means,” is 
a somewhat perilous experiment, and one rarely attempted by 

*Waskkgba (h f fmy -yon ed). m. 160-181, Chap. xm 
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the great masters of the art. But-kith Sir William Howe for 
an opponent, almost any degree of skill would suffice; opposite 
him at the board blundering did not count. 

In the next place, the extreme slowness of movement which 
characterized all the operations of this campaign, whether 
British or Patriot, is by no means their least noticeable feature. 
Neither side seems to have known how to march in the Napo- 
leonic or Wellingtonian sense of the term, or as the grenadiers 
of Frederick covered space. Philadelphia, for instance, was only 
ninety measured miles from New York; it was Howe’s objective, 
by way of the Head of Elk. Taking twenty-eight days (July 
H-August 21 to get to the Head of Elk, Howe then spent nine 
more days in landing his army and setting it in motion; finally, 
having won a complete victory on the Brandywine on the 11th 
of September, it was not until September 26 that he occupied 
Philadelphia, only some twenty miles away from his successful 
battlefield. In  all sixty-five days had been consurned in the proc- 
ess of getting into Philadelphia from New York. On the other 
hand, the Patriot movements were no more expeditious. In send- 
ing reinforcements to Gates, Morgan, then at  Trenton, received 
from Washington orders to move north, .4ugust 16; the distance 
to be covered was approximately two hundred miles, and the 
riflemen did it at the rate of ten miles a day. Reporting to Gates, 
September 7, Morgan was actively conspicuous in the subsequent 
operations, which dragged 6n through forty days. Burgoyne 
capitulated October 17, and Washington was then in sore straits 
after Germantown (October 4) ; but not until November 1 did 
Morgan even receive his orders to  return, and it was eighteen 
days more before he at last reported back at  Whitemarsh; 
having, quite unopposed and under pressing orders for haste, cov- 
ered some two hundred and fifty miles in eighteen days-an’ 
average of fourteen miles a day. Under the circumstances he 
should certainly have covered twenty. We had then been gone : 
iunety-four days in all; under Wellington, Frederick or N a p  
eon, thirty a t  most would have been deemed quite enough in 
which to finish up the job, with a court-martial and dismissal 
from the service the penalty for dilatoriness. Not until eighteen 
lays after the capitulation at Saratoga was official notice thereof 
communicated to Congress : and it was the 20th of November- 

’ 
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* five full weeks-after Burgoyne’s surrender before the longed- 
for reinforcements from the Army of the North put in an a p  
pearance. “Had they arrived but ten days sooner.” wrote Wash- 
ington, “it would, I think, have put it in my power to save Fort 
MiaPin and consequently have rendered Philadelphia a very in- 
eligible situation for the enemy this winter.”* They ought to have 
been back in Howe’s front ten weeks earlier; and, even as it was, 
allowing fo r  both Gates’s inexcusable procrastination and Put-., 
m m ’ s  wrong-headed incompetence (Irving) ,t they had moved to 
Washington’s relief in a time of well-understood crisis at the 
rate of about twelve miles a day. Marching in the Peninsula 
towards Talavera (July 28, 1809) to the assistance of his less 
hardly pressed chief, General Crauford’s famous Light Division, 
moving over execrable roads under an almost intolerable mid- 
summer sun, covered sixty-two miles in twenty-six hours ; only 
seventeen men having fallen out of the ranks.; b-our years later 

. 

*Irving. U’ashington, 111. 371. 
t l b .  363-367. 
$Napier. B. FIII. Chap. 11. This seems incredible. vet Sapier’s statement is 

urplidt; and on such a point his authority may not be questioned. Vague but 
ahm& rumors of dkaster to WeUkgton had reached Crauford, whose troop# 
after a march of twenty miles, were hutted near Malpartida de Placencia, who 
at mce broke camp to hurry to his aid On the road the advancing division 
was met by a swarm of panic-stricken fugitives from the battle-field. Napier 
goes oa: ”Indignant at this shameful sane, the troops hastened rather than 
slackened their impetuous pace, and leaving only seventeen stragglers behind, 
in twenty-six hours crossed the field of battle in a dose and compact body; 
having m that time passed over sixty-two English miles in the hottest season 
of the year. each man carrying from fifty to sixty pounds weight on his 
shoulders.” They “immediately took charge of the outposts.” It is difficult to 
see how this was possible. The movement involved a night march through a 
mountainous country and over rough roads. In continuous marching over fair 
roads in a reasonably easy country, two miles an hour is a satisfactory aver- * rate of progress for a column of infantry; three for one of cavalry. 
Three miles an hour is very rapid marching. General Crauford, it is true, 
had r e d d  marching to a science, and got out of his men all there was in 
them; but, even so, making no allowance for a forced whole-night march, 
twenty-one of the twenty-six hours in this case specified must have been de- 
voted to actual movement at the unexampled rate of three miles an hour. 
Troops in motion must halt at stated intervals for food and rest. In this 
case, apparently, there may, or must, have been one long halt of. possibly, 
three hours. in which to get a little sleep. the men dropping in their tracks: 
there must then have heen two halts of. say, an hour each for food and rest: 
any remaining time-one or two hours-wodd scarcely have sufficed for the 
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(1813) Wellington, in a campaign of six weeks conducted in a 
Spanish midsummer and over Spanish roads, marched his army 
six hundred miles, passed six great rivers, gained one, decisive 
battle, invested two fortresses, and drove from Spain a home 
geneous army o f  French veterans a f i f th  more numerous than his 
own conglomerate command.* As Napier in recording these 
events truly observes, “the difference between a common general 
and a great captain is immense, the one is victorious when the 
other is defeated.” 

This, however, was thirty years subsequent to the Howe- 
Washington campaign in Pennsylvania ; but, just twenty years 

necessary brief halts to close up the column, and to d v e  the m e n s  chance to 
shift their packs and relieve themselves, and fill the canteens. 

Incomparably the best and most dramatic infantry march I personally ever 
witnessed was that of the Sixth (Sedgarick‘s) Corps of the Anny of the Poto- 
mac on the 2d of July, 1S3, hurrying to the support of Meade, very hardly 
pressed by Lee on the Second day of Cettysbug. Breaking camp at 9 p. m 
of the 1st. and marching all the next day, under a Pmnsylvanh July sun, the 
corps. moving m solid column. covered some thirty-four miles. The leading 
brigade was then doublequicked into position to help hold the Little Round 
Top against Longstreet 

In each of those cases, that in Spain in 1809 and that in Pennsylvania in 
1863. both officers and men knew how to march. I may claim to have par- 
ticipated in the march last-mentioned; as the First Massachusetts cavalry 
was then temporarily detached from the brigade, under orders to report to 
Sixth Corps headquarters. Its marching directions for July 2 were to follow 
immediately in rear of the corps, and permit no straggling whatever. That 
day the regiment had practically nothing to do; there was no straggling. 
My recollection is that, in the saddle at sunrise (4 o’dock), we reached the 
field of battle at about 4 p. m As respects speed, solidity and spirit, the 
infantry march could not have been improved upon; and the deployment of 
the column, as it reached the rear of the line of battle at the crisis of the 
day’s fight, was the most str ik ing and impressive incident I remember to  
have witnessed during my period of seMce. 

On this subject of infantry marches, however, I am not experienced. I 
therefore print as an appendix to this paper (p 964 rkfra) a private letter to 
me from Colonel C. E Morse, at the close of the War of Secession the 
commanding ofticer of the Second Massachusetts Infantry. Colonel Morse 
had probably as long and varied an experience with a marching and fishting 
infantry regiment as any Civil War officer now surviving; for, in the Army 
of the Potomac until the autumn of 1863,-after Gettysburg,-he subsequently 
participated with his regiment in Sherman’s famous marches, both that to 
the Sea and that through the Carolinas. He is therefore, what I am not, 
an unquestionable authority m all points connected with this most important 
factor in practical warfare. 

*Napier. History of the Perinsrtlw War, B. xx. Chap. vnx. 
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‘ &fore, Frederick had set a yet higher standard of concentration 
and mobility with which all military men were familiar in 1777. 
Berlin, the capital of Prussia. was raided and occupied by the 
imperialists on the 17th of October, 1757, and a contribution 
levied upon it. Frederick was then at hipsic. eighty miles 
away. His  confederated enemies were pressing in upon hirii 
from every side. Twenty days later (Xovember 5 )  he routed 
the French at Rossbach on the western limits of his kingdom; 
and then, turning fiercely to the east, fighting battle on battle 
and announcing his determination to assault Prince Charles and 
his Austrians “wheresoever and whensoever I may meet with 
them,” on the 5th of December he won his great victory of Leu- 
then in Silesia two hundred miles from Rossbach, the odds in 
numbers engaged being some three to  one against him. In that 
campaign ( 1757 ) concentrating his strength, throwing his whole 
force from side to side of his kingdom regardless equally of 
distance or of odds, he executed a multiplicity hf coniplicated 
movements, fought seven pitched battles. and occupied one hun- 
dred and seven different positions. After Leuthen. without a 
moment’s hesitation investing Breslau, with its garrison twenty 
thousand strong, he coqxl led its surrender December 19. and 
hen ,  and not until then, was what \vas left of his war-worn and 
foot-sore battalions permitted to go into winter quarters. Two 
years later (September, 1759) during t k  darkest hours of Fred- 
erick’s seemingly hopeless struggle for existence. his brother, 
Prince Henry, “a highly ingenious dexterous lithe man in affairs 
of War, sharp as needles,”* evaded Marshal Daun. who had 
everything fixed to  destroy him on the Landskron. near Gorlitz. 
at break of day, and marching in fifty-six hours through fifty 
miles of country “wholly in the Enemy’s possession,” fell upon 

*Carlyle, Frederick the Greot, B. XIX. Chap. VI. From a literary point of 
view most remarkable, and indisputably a work of genius. Carlyle’s FredcricL 
as a military narrative is undeniablyhitating. In almost every page of his 
very striking account of the Second Silesian War, it is apparent that the 
narrator was wholly devoid of familiarity with the details of matter-of-fact 
warfare Had it been Carlyle’s fortune to have himself lugged a knapsack 
and musket a few hundred miles, to have passed a winter or two in camp, 
and to have partiapated in half a dozen battles, his narrative would have been 
altagether other than it is, and vastly more instructive as well as realistic. 
Carlyle’s Frederick smells of the lamp; Napier‘s Peninsular Wor, of the 
camp-firc 
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the Austrian General Wehla, and killed or captured his entire com- 
mand, utterly wrecking the imperalist plan of campaign for that 
year. This was conducting military operations on great strate- 
gic lines and in strict conformity with the fundamental rules 
governing the game ; but it contrasts strangely with the prform- 
ances in America exactly twenty years later. 

Bearing in recollection such military performance and pos- 
sibilities, conducted on interior lines to well-considered and at- 
tainable objectives under correct strategic rules, it is interesting 
to consider what Washington actually did in 1777. As will be 
seen, it is not unsafe to say that during the four m o n t h c A u -  
gust to Sovenibr -every  sound principle whether of policy or 
strategy was on the Patriot side either disregarded or violated,-- 
and this the “standard” .American historian to the contrary not- 
withstanding; unless, indeed, the confessed aim and object of 
American history are to devise excuses, to formulate panegyrics, 
and, under an overruling sense of patriotism, further to con- 
tribute to the varied, if in substance somewhat monotonous, 
apostolic renderings of the great original IVeems dispensation. 
On this point, however, something remains presently to be said.+ 

Recurring then to the 24th of July, when Howe. putting 
out to sea from Sandy Hook, disappeared blo\v the horizon. the 
pieces on the strategic chess-board, as already seen, stood as fol- 
lows : \Vashington with some twelve thousand men. probably 
eight thousand of whom were marching effectives, was at Mid- 
dlebrook on the Raritan. He held, it has been seen, the interior 
line, practically just midway between Peekskill, on the Hudson, 
and Philadelphia, on the Delaware,-one hundred and seventy 
miles from Albany to  the north, and one hundred and forty from 
Elkton, at the head of Chesapeake Bay, to the south. From the 

- 

*Referring to this topic. Yr. Fisher. in the prefatory matter to his I 

Struggle for R m A o r  Zndepatdencr, truthfully observes ( v i  i x )  : “Our 
histories are able rhetorical efforts, enlarged Fourth of July orations, or 
pleasing literary essays on selected phases of the contest. . . . Although 
we are a democratic country, our history of the event which largely created 
our democracy has been written in the most undemocratic method-a method , 

which conceals the real condition; a method of paternalism which seeks to 1 

let the people know only such things as the writer supposes will be good for 
them; a method whose foundation principle appears to be that the people . 
cannot be trusted with the original evidence" 
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&tary, operating p i n t  of view the two  place^ were practicaDy 
-t, Albany being two days’ march further off than Elk- 
ton. Clinton, it will be remembered, had been left by Howe to 
hold the British base at the mouth of the Hudson, with hardly 
force enough (six thousand men) for the purpose. For the 
time he was a mere pawn in the game. Burgoyne, with some 
seven thousand effectives. was slowly approaching Fort Edward, 
which the Patriots abandoned, and he occupied, July 30. In his 
fmnt, forty miles only from Albany, was Schuyler. with some 
forty-five hundred demoralized men. Howe, with the bulk of 
the British army, some eighteen thousand, had disappeared,-his 
whereabouts and destination were matters of pure conjecture. 
To the strategic eye of Washington two things only were clear ; 
while the advance of Burgoyne must at any cost be checked, 
Howe must be watched and, if possible, circumvented. As re- 
spects the first, he was right; as respects the second, he was in 
error, and because of that error Washington now made two 
egregious and, as the result showed, well-nigh fatal mistakes. 
Instead of going himself at the head of the whole effective part 
of his army, he, in the face of an enemy already superior in 
every respect, divided that army, sending a large detachment, 
some three thousand strong including Morgan’s riflemen-the 
very kernel and pick of his command-to reinforce Gates, now 
(August 16) in charge of the Northern Department, he himself, 
in his pest-hole of a summer camp near Philadelphia, contin- 
uing his anxious watch for Howe. It may have been generous, 
but it was not war; and, within less than a week (August 21) 
after he had thus depleted his previously insufficient strength, 
Howe put in his appearance at the Head of Elk (Fisher, 11. 23). 
With his divided force to risk a pitched battle under such cir- 
cumstances was to disregard the first strategic rule for his con- 
duct, and, in so doing, to invite disaster and defeat; yet that 
was just what Washington did. When, in 1812, after Borodino, 
Kutuzof, the Russian commander-in-chief, was urged to risk 
another battle before abandoning “the holy Ancient Capital of 
Russia“ to the hated invader, Tolstoi says that he put the case 
thus to the Council of War,-“The question for which I have 
cor~~ened these gemtlemen is a military one. That question is as 
follows,-The salvation of Russia is her army. Would it be 

. .  

. 
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more to our advantage to risk the loss of the army and of Mos- 
cow, too, by accepting battle, or to abandon Moscow without a 
battle?” 
last, during one of the lulls wliich occurred when all felt that 
nothing remained to be said. “Kutuzof drew a long sigh, as if 
he were prepared to speak. All looked at him;-‘Eh bien, Mes- 
sieuks. je vois que c’est moi qui payerai les pots casses,’ said 
he. And, slowly getting to his feet, he approached the table: 
‘Gentlemen, I have listened to your views. Some of you will be 
dissatisfied with me. But’-he hesitated-‘I, in virtue of the 
power confided to me by the sovereign and the country, I com- 
mand that we retreat.’ ”* Half a loaf is proverbially better than 
no bread ; and this homely domestic aphorism holds true also of 
military operations. The Russian General-in-Chief merely rec- 
ognized the fact. Strategically, and from the American point 
of view, the battle of the Brandywine ought never to have been 
fought; on that point there is no disagreement. I t  is, however, 
argued that it was a political and moral necessity,-that a 
meddling and impracticable Congress compelled it out of regard 
to an unreasoning public sentiment. As Marshall, a contempor- 
ary authority and himself then serving in a Virginia regiment 
under Washington, assures us (Woshitrgton, III. 144, 152, 164) 
--“Their inferiority in numbers, in discipline, and in arms, was 
too great to leave the Americans a probable prospect of victory. 
A battle, however, was not to be avoided. Public opinion, and 
the opinion of Congress, required it. To have given up Phila- 
delphia without an attempt to preserve it would have excited 
discontents.” If such was indeed the case,+ the decision an- 
nounced by Kutuzof to his Council of War in 1812 would 
have been very apposite in the mouth of Washington in 1777. 
As the result of the battle, he actually did lose Philadelphia, 
and should properly have also lost his army; for, in addition 
to the fact that it ought never to have been fought at all. the 
battle of the Brandywine, while well and skillfully fought by 

Tolstoi tells us that a long discussion ensued. At ,, 

1 

b the British, was very badly and blunderingly fought on the side - 
*War and Peace, Pt. xx. chap. N. 
+To the same effect Irving, Washingfon, 1x1. 241. This subject will agaio 

, be referred to ia a a u b s a ~ e a t  part of thii p a p ,  p. 954 WO. 
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of the Americans. They were out-maneuvered, surprised, out- 
fought and routed. That the chief Patriot army-the main- 
stay of the cause of In-ndence-was not on that occasion 
utterly destroyed was, indeed, due wholly to the indolent for- 
bearance of Howe. It \vas one of the pithy aphorisms of Ka- 
poleon that the art of wa1 is to march twelve leagues in a single 
day, overthrow your enemy in a great battle, and then march 
twelve leagues more in pursuit. Sir William How-e met neither 
requirement; but it was in the last that he failed most conspic- 
uously. As Galloway, the Philadelphia loyalist, with the best 
conceivable opportunities for forming an opinion, wrote of him, 
“Howe always succeeded in every attack he thought proper to 
make, as far as he chose to succeed” (Fisher, XI. 27). In this 
respect Brandywine was a mere repetition of Bunker Hill and 
Flatbush. Of two French officers who took part in the opera- 
tions on the Brandywine, one (Lafayette) observes, “Had the 
enemy marched directly to Derby, the American army would 
have been cut up and destroyed; they lost a precious night” 
(Irving, 1x1. 256) ; the other (Du Portail) wrote, “If the English 
l i d  followed their advantage that day. ll’ashington’s army would 
have been spoken of no more” (Stedman, I. 387). But Howe 
would not do it. If he had pursued Washington, it was said, 
and inflicted a crushing defeat, he might have left part of his 
force to occupy Philadelphia, and marched the rest to the assist- 
ance of Burgoyne. This was what the ministry had expected 
(Fisher, 11. 28 ). .As matter of cold historic truth \\’ashington 
had. in the great game of war. played into his opponent’s hands. 
-done exactly what that opponent wanted him to do. and what 
he ought never to have done.* He had permitted Howe to draw 
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*In his defence of his proceedings. after resigning his command and 
returning to England. Howe claimed that so far as Burgoyne was concerned, 
his Chesapeake Bay expedition was s well-designed and altogether successful 
movememt, fully accomplishing its intended purpose. “Had 1 adopted the plan 
of going up Hudson’s-river, it would have been alleged. that I had wasted the 
canipaign with a considerable army under my command, merely to ensure the 
progress of the northem army, which could have taken care of itself, pro- 
vided I had made a diversion in its favour. by drawing off to the southward 
the main army under General Washington.” Therefore, acting upon the ad- 
vice of the admiral, Lord Cornwallis and other general officers, believing that 
Washington would follow him, he “determined on pursuing that plan which 
would make the most effectual diversion in favour of the northern army, 
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him away from his true objective,-the army of Burgoyne,- 
then to divide his force, and, finally, in the sequence of so doing, 
to venture a pitched battle which he had not one chance in ten 
of winning. Great in ministerial circles were the gratulations 
when news arrived in London that Howe’s false move had been 
thus retrieved by a move equally false on the Patriot side. 
“I confess,” wrote Lord George Cermain,-and one can even 

which promised in its consequences the most important success, and which the 
Secretary of State at home, and my own judgment upon the spot, had de- 
liberately approved.”-Parliamentary History, xx. 693. 694. And in his Ob- 
sewations upon a Pamphlet entitled “Letters to a Nobleman.” 61, Howe re- 
peated the assertion. “I shall ever insist, and I am supported by evidence in 
insisting, that the southern expedition. by drawing off General Washington 
and his whole force, was the strongest diversion [in favor of the northern 
army] that could have been made.” Incidentally, it is not improper here to 
say that nowhere does Howe appear 50 well as in his parliamentary defense 
of his conduct while in  command in ;\mcrica, against the attacks of those 
categoried by Rurke as “hireling emissaries and pensioned writers.” Howe’s 
statement was measured, dignified and plausible. Burke at that time pre- 
pared the review of History, Politics and Literature for the Annual Register. 
In his review. for the year 1779, is found (p. 146) the following endorsement 
of Howe’s belief: “The drawing of General Washington and his army, near 
300 miles from the North River. to the defence of Pennsylvania, was the most 
effectual diversion that could have been made in favour of the northern army; 
and at the same time held out the greatest probability. that the desire of pro- 
tecting Philadelphia would have induced him to hazard a general action; an 
event so long and so ardently coveted. as the only meams which could tend 
to bring the war to a speedy conclusion, and which every other measure had 
been found incapable of producing.” Further on Burke made the following 
statement in regard to Lord George Germain’s confidence in the loyal senti- 
ments entertained hy a large portion of the population of Pennsylvania. Re- 
ferring to the “.4merican Minister.” he states that “he placed much of his 
dependence in the firm persuasion, that the well-affected in Pennsylvania 
were so numerous, that the general would be able to raise such a force then. 
as would be suffiaent for the future defence and protection of the province. 
when the army departed to finish the remaining service.” 

[Burgoyne believed that he had saved Howe’s army. Upon his making 
terms with Gates, Burgoyne wrote a private letter to Howe explaining that 
his orders obligcd him to hazard his corps for the purpose of forcing a junc- 
tion, “or at least of making a powerful diversion in your [Howe’sl favor, by 
employing the forces that otherwise would join General Washington.” And 
a few days later he returned to the subject. “If my proceedings are con- 
sidered in one point of view. that of having kept in employment till the 17th 
October a force that joined with Mr. Washington in operation against your 
Excellency, might have given him superiority and decided the fate of the 
war, my fall is not to he regretted.”-Brrgojne to Hozue, October 20 and 25, 
1777. Hist. MSS. Corn, American Manuscripts in the Royal Institution, I. 
140, 143. W. C. E] 

‘ 
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now almost hear a deepdrawn breath of relief in the words,- 
“I confess I feared that Washington would have marched all 
his force towards Albany, and attempted to demolish the army 
from Canada, but the last accounts say that he has taken up his 
quarters at Momstown after detaching three thousand men to 
Albany. If this is all he does he will not distress Burgoyne.”* 
Thus while himself wandering off with an utterly false objective 
-Philadelphia-in view, by supreme good fortune Howe had 
not only induced Washington to follow him. but also in so doing 
to give the British leader a chance at his true objective, \Vash- 
ington’s own army. In the final outcome, it is difficult to see 
how blundering could have gone further. Out-maneuvered and 
out-fought, twice beaten in pitched battles neither of which under 
the circumstances he ought to have risked, Washington presently 
crawled into his winter quarters at Valley Forge, while Howe 
ensconced himself comfortably in Philadelphia. Yet months 
before, Charles Lee, then a prisoner of war in Kew York, had 
traitorously but truly advised Howe, “In my opinion the taking 
possession of Philadelphia will not have any decisive conse- 
quences” (Fisher, 11. 75). 

The actual strategy of the campaign of 1777 has now been 
passed in view, and its merits or demerits on either side tested 
by the application to them of the acknowledged principles of a 
sound policy or niles of correct strategy, laid down in the full 
light of subsequent events and with our knowledge of conditions 
then existing. The result has been stated. On neither side was 
the great game played with an intelligent regard to its rules: 
but, taken as a whole, the mistakes committed and the blunders 
perpetrated on the British side clearly .and considerably more 
than counterbalanced those on the Patriot side. On each side 
they were bad; but in Burgoyne’s capitulation the British lost 
so to speak a Queen, while in Howe’s failure to destroy Wash- 
ington’s army after his victory on the Brandywine the British 
threw away the chance of mating their adversary’s King, by no 
means impossibly of calling a checkmate. 

Charles Lee was second to Washington in command of all 
the American armies. Captured, or rather ignominiously bagged, 

. C  

*[Lord George Gmrroin to GscMd Irwin, August 23, 1777. Hist MSS. 
Corn, Report on MSS. of M w .  Stopford-SacRv;rk, I. 138. W. C E] 
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by the British at Baskingridge, December 13, 1776, Lee passed 
the entire yea; 1777 a prisoner of war in New York, not being 
released in exchange until May, 1778. While in New York, 
Lee experienced a change of heart as respects the conflict in 
which he was a participant; andwwith distinctly traitorous intent, 
drew up a plan of operations for the guidance of General Howe. 
One feature of this plan has already been referred to. Charles 
Lee was not a man who inspired either confidence or respect. 
So lightly did his former British army associates regard him 
that when his capture was announced and the disposition to be 
made of him as a prisoner of war was mooted, it was contempt- 
JOUS~Y observed by “one of the wisest servants of the Crown” 
that he was so constituted that “he must puule everything he 
meddles in, and he was the worst present the Americans could 
receive.”* Lee, nevertheless, did have a certain military instinct 
as well as training, and it is a curious fact that in “Mr. Lee’s 
Plan-March 29, 1777,” found in 1858 among the Howe papers, 
9 scheme of operations was outlined in close general conformity 
with the principles set forth in the earlier portion of this paper. 
Holding h’ew York as a base, the navy was also to secure the 
control of Chesapeake Fay; and then, cutting New England off 
from the Middle Provinces, was to rely on gradual inanition to 
dissolve the Patriot levies. So self-evident did this strategic 
proposition seem to Lee that up to the 15th of June, 1778, three 
days only before Howe’s successor, Clinton, abandoning Phila- 
delphia in the summer following Brandywine, began his march 
to Xew York, Lee at Valley Forge insisted, in a long letter 
addressed to jvashington, that the plainly impending move of 
the British commander would be in the direction of Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, with a view to maneuvering the Patriot army out 
of its strong position at Valley Forge and forcing it to a trial 
of strength under conditions less advantageous to it; and then, 
whatever the result, Clinton purposed to take possession of some 
convenient tract of country effectually protected by the British 
command of the sea, and, by so doing, tu unhinge the whole 
machine of resistance.t 

*N. Y. Hist. Soc, Lee Papers, IV. a. 
tLea  POPSrS, n. 401. 
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The French alliance, jeopardizing as it did for the time 

being--and until Rodney’s victory (February 19, 1782) - the  
British control of the sea, had in June, 1778, introduced a new 
and controlling factor into the strategic situation, in obedience 
to which Clinton made his move from Philadelphia to Xew 
York. But until the news of Burgoyne’s capitulation reached 
Europe (December, 1777). resulting in the Franco-.American 
alliance (January, 1778), it is difficult to detect any point of 
weakness in “Mr. Lee’s Plan.” If put in operation at any time 
during 1777 and systematically pursued, it could hardly have 
failed to work. The British commander had at  his disposal an 
ample force with which to do  anything, except generally occupy 
the country. Had he seen fit in June, 1777, to move up the 
Hudson by land and river to effect a junction with Burgoyne. 
the Americans, as their leaders perfectly well knew, coiiltl have 
offered to him no sort of effective opposition. “Sothing under 
Heaven can save us.” wrote Trumbull, “but the enemy’s going 
to the southward.”* Chesapeake Bay, with Hampton Roads as 
a depot and arsenal, next lay at the mercy of the British fleet. 
Wilmington. carrying with it a complete control of the Dela- 
w’are and the whole eastern shore of Maryland, did not admit 
of defense ; neither, as events subsequently showed, did Charles- 
ton or the coast of the Carolinas: and the interior was subsidi- 
ary to  the seaboard controlling points. The Patriot army, i f  
left to itself, behind an effectively blockaded coast, could not be 
held together because of a mere lack of absolute necessities in 
the way of food, raiment and munitions. All the British had 
to do was, apparently, to hold the principal points of seaboard 
supply and distribution, and a single line of interior communi- 
cation-Sew York Bay to Lake Champlain-and then-wait ! 

to act on these strategic lines. is matter of record. They not 
only threw away their gam. but they lingered out eight years 
in doing it. 

Turning now to the other side, the conclusion to be reached 
is not greatly better. The record does not need to be recalled 
in detail: at the South, Brandywine .(September l l ) ,  Paoli 

I How utterly and completely they failed to adopt this policy, or 

*Fisher. 11. 71. . 
: 
I 
1 ’  
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(September 20), Germantown (October 4), Fort Mifflin (No- 
vember IS) ,  and Valley Forge (December 9)-all in 1777. An 
undeniably bad and ill-considered record, with a most wretched 
termination. At the North it was better, though somewhat 
checkered ; Ticonderoga lost (July 5) , Fort Edward abandoned 
(July 30), Bennington won (August 14), Fort Montgomery 
and the Hudson Highlands lost (October 6), winding up with 
the Saratoga capitulation (October 17).* .Assuming now that 
the game had been played quite otherwise than it was played, 
and more in accord with the rules of “good generalship,” it is 
possible, knowing as we do the characters and temperamental 
methods of those responsible for the movements made, approxi- 
mately to  predicate results. -4s already set forth, and for ulte- 
rior reasons once more briefly summarized, they would have 
been somewhat as follows: 

On July 30 Howe’s arniament appeared at  the entrance of 
Delaware Bay, and again vanished. Had Washington been en- 
dowed with the keen military instinct of Frederick or of Sapo- 
leon, that one glimpse would have been enough. Holding the 
interior line, 1Vashington would have realized that Howe had 
made himself for an indefinite but most vital period of time a 
purely negligible military quantity. Burgoyne, on the other 
hand. had compromised himself. There would have been one 
tiger spring: and, before the British commander realized his 
danger, he would have been in the toils. The next move would 
have been a logical sequence. IVorking on interior lines and 
applying either Frederick’s or Sapoleon’s pitiless mobility to the 
situation, eighteen days would have seen the Patriot army either 
striking savagely at Clinton in the absence of a protecting fleet, 
or back on the Delaware. 

What Frederick or K;apoleon would now have done, if placed 
in the position of \\’ashington at that time, it would be foolish 

‘Writing to his brother from Valley Forge, January 3. 1778. Greene sum- 
mariqed the 1777 campaign: “You mention my letter to Governor Cobk, in 
which I pronounce the division in the British force as a fortunate circum- 
stance for America. The e k t s  of the campaign have verified it. . . . 
Our army, with inferior numbers, badly found, badly clothed, worse fed, and 
newly levied. must have required good generalship to triumph over superior 
numbers well found, well clothed, well fed, and veteran soldiers. . . . The 
limits of the British government in America are their out-sentinels.”-L$e of 
AVathanael Greene, I. 545. 
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to undertake to say; for Frederick and Napoleon were men of 
genius, and, when the critic or theorist undertakes to indicate 
the path they would have followed under any given conditions, 
one thing only can safely be predicated-the conclusion reached 
would be f a r  fram the mark. Not impossibly, however, i f  a 
guess may be ventured by a tyro-axxl in the case of Frederick 
such a move would have been very characteristic-the morning 
after Burgoyne’s capitulation, the head of the Patriot column 
would have been in motion towards Albany. Surveying the 
chess-board, and the character and location of the pieces upon 
it, Frederick might have argued somewhat as follows: Howe 
is in PhiIadeIphia; if I now strike swiftly and heavily at Clin- 
ton in New York, Howe, suddenly awakened to the fatal mis- 
take he has made, and his imperiled base, will be sure to hurry 
by the shortest route to Clinton’s rescue; and I, abandoning 
New York, will then meet him, with every man and gun I can 
muster, at a point I will myself select in New Jersey; but -“I 
propose to fight him wheresoever and whensoever I can find 
him.” 

Wellington, on the other hand, if similarly circumstanced, 
would not improbably have from the outset observed Howe’s 
performances with the same “stern contentment” with which he 
observed the mistaken move of Marmont at Salamanca. He 
would have been not ill pleased to have his opponent establish 
himself in Philadelphia, thus dividing his command, and placing 
himself in an isdated spot far from his base and of no strategic 
importance. Looking into the necessary subsequent nioves in 
the game, Wellington would have seen that Howe once in Phila- 
delphia must as a military necessity possess himself of the forts 
on the Delaware; he had to communicate with the British fleet. 
Those forts were held by Patriot garrisons, and, after the bag- 
ging of Burgoyne, their capture must be effected under the eyes 
of a united and well-equipped covering force awaiting its oppor- 
tunity, in no degree depleted by defeat. To a hawk-eyed com- 
mander, and that Wellington unquestionably was, such an oppor- 
tunity could hardly fail to offer itself; and the equivalent of 
Germantown would them have been fought under wholly differ- 
ent auspices. It would have been fought to cover the defenses 
on the Delaware. It is useless to venture a surmise as to the 

- 

Clinton’s turn would have come next. 

.-. . 
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probable outcome of such a trial of strength. One thing only 
can safely be predicated of it, a victory won under those condi- 
tions would have cost Howe heavily. Not impossibly half his 
army would have disapp6ared. 

Unfortunately, until too late, Washington did not see this 
latter situation in any such light. On the contrary, during the 
aimless marching and countermarching which followed the dis- 

-aster on the Brandywine (Irving, 1x1. 36&369), when no doubt 
longer existed of Howe’s ultimate occupation of Philadelphia, 
Marshall says (Waskington, III. 154, 155) : “To the requisi- 
tions for completing the works. on the Delaware, the general 
answered that the service would be essentially injured by em- 
ploying upon them at  this critical juncture, while another battle 
was contemplated, any part of the continental troops; that, if 
he should be enabled to oppose the enemy successfully in the 
field, the works would be unnecessary; if not, it would be im- 
possible to maintain them.” As the actual result showed, this 
conclusion was wrong at each point; the enemy was not suc- 
cessfully opposed in the field, and the forts should have at once 
been completed, to be firmly held under the watchful eyes of a 
covering and as yet unbeaten army. 

It is related of the Duke of Wellington that, on the day 
following one of his Peninsular battles, he gruffly observed to 
an old Scotch regimental commander, “HOW’S this, Colonel, I 
hear that some French cavalry got inside your square yester- 
day ?” To which he received the no less gmff reply, “Is that so, 
your Grace; but ye didn’t happen to hear they got out again, 
did ye?” It was easy enough for Howe, after Brandywine, to 
get into Philadelphia; it was for Washington to see that, once 
in, it was not equally easy for Howe’s army to open communi- 
cations with the British fleet. 

Speaking generally, however, and making no attempt to 
peer too curiously into the infinite might-have-beens, the situa- 
tion of the pieces on the strategic chess-board in September, 
1777, and after Brandywine, was comparatively simple. Cer- 
tain moves, become military necessities, may safely be predicated 
as having been inevitable; for “Unless they had complete con- 
trol of the Delaware to the sea Philadelphia was nothing but a 
death-trap for the British” (Fisher, 11. 44). Had the game 

7’ - 
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* berefore been played by the Americans skillfully and in accord- 
ance with the rules, Howe would have been permitted to march 
into the trap there, then to find the door between him and his 
fleet very firmly barred. In  other words, avoiding a pitched 
battle like Germantown, but maneuvering for delay, the Patriots 
should have perfected and provisioned the defenses, throwing 
into them strong garrisons of the more reliable troops, under 
their most resolute commanders. The covering army should 
then menacingly have watched ; for Howe would have been coni- 
pelled at any cost to possess himself of the works. Sothing of 
the sort was done. When at last a force of some two hundred 
men was thrown into Fort hiifftin. it was found to be "garri- 
soned by thirty militia only." The whole military situation had 
been misconceived ;* but Howe, after Gemiantown, most char- 
acteristically gave his opponent two weeks' time in which to do 
the long-neglected obvious, and in some slight degree save the 
gravely jeopardized Patriot situation. \Vith Germantown fought 
on October 4. not until the 19th did the British commander 
address himself to the imperative problem of securing the de- 
fenses on the Delaware. Two weeks of time very preeious LO 

his side had been wantonly wasted. Fortunately for him his 
adversary had also failed to improve them. Delays were equally 
divided; for, far to the north, Burgoyne, who should have been 
wiped off the board six weeks at least before, had capitulated 
on October. 1 i  ; .but not for over two weeks yet (Sovember 1 ) 
did Morgan and his riflemen receive orders to rejoin \\'ashing- 
ton, and they found him at Whitemarsh, Sovember 18. The 
campaign was then over. Such dilatoriness does not admit of 
satisfactory explanation. LVarfare was not then, nor can it ever 
be, successfully conducted in that way. 

Apparently, Washington's still divided army had as a fight- 
ing unit been used up in two ill-considered and hopeless battles, 
that on the Brandywine (September 11) and that a t  German- 
town (October 4), and was equal to no aggressive action during 

*rt had been impracticable for the commander-in-chief to attend person- 
ally to these works, and they were entirely incomplete. The present relative 
position of the d e s  gave them a decisive importance."-Marshall, Wash- 
ingtm, IU 175. 

the month of Howe's operations against the forts (October 22- 
November 15). 

It is haidly worth while further to consider what might 
have been the outcome of that campaign, with Howe still in 
command of the British, had the Patriots pursued a more active 
and intelligent course. But, had the fundamental rules which 
should have governed the game been grasped and observed, it 
is by no means beyond the range of reasonable possibilities that 
the conflict might, even as it was, have then been brought to a 
triumphant close. Burgoyne disposed of even by the middle of 
October, a united and seasoned Patriot army, equipped with 
Burgoyne's stores and strengthened by his excellent field bat- 
teries, might have confronted Howe in his Philadelphia death- 
trap; and they would then have been in position to assail him 
fiercely when he tried to open the securely fastened door which 
stood in the way of all communication with his fleet. Even as 
it was, those defenses-neglected, half-finished only. ill-garri- 
soned, unsupplied and' unsupported-held out six weeks, check- 
ing the more important operations against Washington's de- 
pleted and twice beaten army. During that time Howe was in 
great danger of being starved out of Philadelphia, as his army 
had to be supplied by flatboats running the gauntlet of the forts 
at night, and never had more than a week's rations on hand.* 
Under these circunistances i t  was small cause for surprise that 
as  the days crept on the extreme gravity of the situation "was 
apparent in the countenance of the best officers, who began to 
fear that the fort would not be reduced":+ in which case was it 
at all impossible that Howe might in one season have shared 
the fate of Burgoyne, the tactics and mobility of Princeton and 
Trenton having been enlarged and developed to cover the broader 
strategic field between Philadelphia and Saratoga? In such case 
Y o r k t o ~ ~ i i  would have been anticipated by exactly four years.: 

*l'iew of the Evidence relative to the Condnct of thc .4merican W a r  
under Sir William Haue, etc, 114. 

t Letters to a Nobleman [Howe] on the Conduct of the War in the Mid- 
dle Colonies, 81. Greene. writing November 4, said : "The enemy are greatly 
discouraged by the fort holding out so long; and it is the general opinion 
of the best of citizens that the enemy will evacuate the city if the fort holds 
out until the middle of next week"-Life, I 504. 

STrevelyan, Pt III. 288; Fisher, a 30. 

-4 golden opportunity was thus lost. 
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Again, and finally, reviewing the campaign of 1777, it is 
almost undeniable as an historical and strategic proposition, that, 
either in its early stages or in the course of it. dekisive results 
as respects the entire conflict were within the safe and easy 
reach of either party to it, who both saw and took advantage 
of the conditions in his favor and the opportunities offered him. 
Had Howe gone up the Hudson in June and effected a junction 
with Burgoyne on the land side, while with the navy the British 
seized ,Hampton Roads and blockaded the Delaware from Wil- 
mington, further resistance would have been almost completely 
paralyzed, and the Patriot army must apparently have dissolved 
from inanition. There would have been no visible alternative. 
On the other hand, when How% at the crisis of the campaign, 
iisappeared in space, leaving the field free for his opponent, 
Saratoga, the Philadelphia death-trap and the defenses of the 
Delaware offered almost infinite strategic and tactical possi- 
bilities. 

It remains to forestall, and, if possible, in advance meet 
the criticisms which may not improbably be made upon the 
Views herein taken and the conclusions reached. In  the first 
place it will almost inevitably be urged that due allowance has 
not been made for the earlier and less matured conditions exist- 
ing in 1777, as compared with those of the present time or of 
186165. In the Revolutionaiy period the country was in no 
way self-sustaining; the present means of information did not 
exist; the roads and channels of communication, when as yet 
not still unmade, were at best crude and inadequate; and, con- 
sequently, such military mobility as that suggested, while prac- 
ticable for Frederick, was impossible for Washington. 

The reply to this criticism is obvious and conclusive. In 
answer to a call of great exigency from Albany after the evac- 
uation of Ticonderoga (July 4) Washington, in presence of 
the enemy-dividing thereby a force at best insufficient-sent 
Glover‘s brigade and Morgan’s riflemen, in all some 3000 of his 
most effective troop, to confront Burgoyne. They covered the 
ground with a fair degree of rapidity, and rendered valuable 
service. There is no. apparent reason why what was accom- 
plished by this large detachment with no serious difficulty should 
have been impracticable fo r  the commander-in-chief with the 
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bulk of his amy.  Four years later, when the operation sug- 
gested itself to him, Washington moved a larger force through 
a more difficult country a yet greater distance in less time; and 
he did it with no particular trouble. A French contingent, some 
fifteen hundred strong, then proceeded from Newport, Rhode 
Island, through Connecticut, crossed the Hudson above New 
York, and marched down to the Head of Elk on Chesapeake 
Bay; this in midsummer and early autumn. Appzrently, those 
composing this array had a highly enjoyable outing.* Accom- 
panying the movement of the allied forces from the Hudson to 
Yorktown, Washington, with his companions, is wid to have 
at  times got over sixty miles a day.? During the intervening 
four years he had obviously improved both in strategy and 
mobility. In effecting on interior lines this really fine concen- 
trated movement against a divided enemy, the American com- 
mander had, also, knowingly left Philadelphia quite uncovered 
from the direction of New York, where Sir Henry Clinton lay 
with 18,000 idle effectives at his disposal. (Zb. 421.) Both 
sides had at last got to a realizing sense that Philadelphia was 
a mere pawn in the game, the loss or taking of which signified 
nothing. The sudden concentrated move on Cornwallis at York- 
town was, on the contrary, called checkmate to King George. 

In their deeply suggestive and intensely interesting story, 
Le Conscript de 1813, which, now become a classic, excited 
some fifty years ago such world-wide attention. Erckmann- 
Chatrian describe the veteran sergeant Pinto observing through 
the vanishing mist the allied armies about to attack Napoleon 
in flank and cut his column in two, on the morning of Lutzen 
(May 2, 1813); as he does so, “le nez en Yair et la main en 
visiere sur les yeux,” he !.marks to the conscript at his side- 
“C’est bien vu de leur part; ils apprennent tous les jouts les 
malices de la guerre.” A similar observation might have been 

*The entire distance, land and water, traversed by Rochambeau’s com- 
mand in this movement was 756 miles. Setting out from Providence June 18, 
Yorktown was reached October 28 The actual road-marching distance was 
548 miles. which were covered in thim-seven days, or at an average rate of 
fifteen miles a day. The American army set out from Dobbs Ferry August 
23 and reached Williamsburg, 492 miles, September 14, having covereed an an 
average twmty miles a day. 

?Bancroft (Ccntl Ed.), 01.424. 
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applied by Sir  Henry Clinton to Washington and his movement 
in September, 1781. Meanwhile the conditions under which 
operations were carried on had not greatly changed since July, 
1777; it was Washington who had developed. 

Another objection urged will not improbably be to the effect 
that Washington’s military action was, in July, 17i7, hampered. 
From considerations of prestige and on political grounds (Irv- 
ing, III. 241), he could not afford to leave Philadelphia and the 
Middle Provinces even temporarily uncovered, no matter what 
great and speedy results might by so doing be secured in the 
North. In  the first place be it observed, Washington never sug- 
gested any such move as that against Burgoyne, leaving Phila- 
delphia uncovered to await its outcome; nor accordingly did 
Congress in any way hamper him as respects making it. On 
the contrary, he seems to have acted wholly on his own volition 
and in accordance with his own best judgment, and is himself 
on record to this effect. (P. 935, mpra.) But, even assuming 
the contrary, the extreme unwisdom, not to say weakness, of 
allowing clergymen, politicians. editors and citizens generally to 
iduence  campaign operations has been generally admitted ever 
since September 3, 1650, and that day’s experience of Leslie’s 
Scotch army at the hands of Cromwell. near Dunbar. Really 
masterful captains do not give ear, much less yield. to such 
influences. On the other hand, it is matter of record that IVash- 
ington was noticeably given to holding councils of war, ever 
seeking advice and showing a somewhat excessive deference to 
public opinion. He did so on Long and Manhattan Islands in 
1776; and again before Philadelphia, in 1777; by so doing in 
both cases jeopardizing gravely the cause he was there to pro- 
tect. He did so knowingly and avowedly; for difficult as it is 
of belief, he seems actually for a time to have held himself 
bound to follow the opinion of the councils he had called in all 
cases where it diverged from his own.* -4s to the strategic 

*In March, 1777, Washington sent Greene to Philadelphia to reach a dis- 
tinct understanding with the Congress on this subject, among others. The 
question was then formally raised, and the following recorded: “Resolved, 
tbat General Washington be informed that it never was the intention of Con- 
gress that he should be bound by the majority of voices in a council of war, 
contrary to his own judgment”-Greene, L 518; JonnurL of the Congress, 
Mar& 24, 1777. 
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importance of Philadelphia, Washington in the summer of 1777 . 
seems himself to have been laboring under as  great a delusion 
as that which possessed Howe. It apparently never occurred 
to him that Philadelphia could most certainly be either saved 
or rescued by a sudden, concentrated blow struck just north of 
Albany. Greene, fa r  and away the ablest of his lieutenants, 
also shared in the costly delusions; but with a saving hesitation 
due to his keener military instinct. “I think it,” he wrote, on 
August 14, 1777, “an object of the first importance fo give a 
check to Burgoyne. . . . [but] Philadelphia is the Ameri- 
can Diana, she must be preserved at all events. There is great at- 
tention paid to this city; it is true it is one of the finest upon this 
continent, but in my opinion is an object of far less importance 
than the Sorth River.”* So, less wise than Kutuzof in the 
next generation, U‘ashington sacrificed an army in hopeless con- 
flict to sxve “the American Diana”; and, when the “Diana” in 
question fell a prey to the ravisher, it was in due time discov- 
ered that she was not worth saving, but, on the contrary, only 
a Delilah, and rather in the nature of a “death-trap” to the 
foreign possessor. Having, so far as the record shows, been in 
no respect hampered in his action, but following the dictates of 
his judgment, “his own valiant spirit” and “the native ardor of 
his character” (Irving, 1x1. 241, 212), but, unfortunately, in pur- 
suance of a thoroughly unmilitary plan, Washington lost Phila- 
delphia and reduced his army to impotence from repeated de- 
feat. He then presently did what he should have done four 
months before, abandoned Philadelphia to the enemy and else- 
where sought salvation for the cause. Even this, however, was 
done only after the holding of yet other useless councils of war. 

These grounds of criticism anticipated, and perhaps in de- 
gree overcome, the final and fundamental objection to the views 
here advanced remains ; and that objection, already alluded to, 
is in reality at the basis of all others, and consequently the one 
most difficult to  overcome. 

At the thxeshold of his Life of Columbus, Washington 
Irving, in a tone so earnest as  to amount almost to indignation of 
utterance, lays down this canon for the guidance of historical 

. 

P “Greene. I. 435. 
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inve!stigation: “Thexe is a cenhul meddlesome spirit, which, in 
the name of learned research, goes prying about the traces of 
Wary, Casting down its monuments, and marring and mutilat- 
ing its fairest trophies Care should be taken to vindicate great 
names from such perniaous erudition. I t  defeats one of the 
most salutary purposes of history, that of furnishing examples 
of what human genius and laudable enterprise may accomplish.* 
l3is in the case of Columbus; but the same, or a very similar, 
a n o n  of criticism is leveled at all those who since have ven- 
.d, or even now venture, in any way or degree to dissent 
from that sweeping and altogether indiscriminate estimate of 
Washington, whether as a man, a patriot or a captain, emanat- 
ing 6rst from Mason L. Weems, as early as 1800, and since 
greatly elaborated by a large and devoted school of investigators 
a d  biographers, of which Weems must ever remain the unac- 
knowledged head. Of this school Irving is himself, perhaps, 
the chief and most respected exponent. Such have established 
a cult-almost a creed. To dissent from it in any respect may 
not indeed be proof of moral turpitude, but is with them sus- 
piaously suggestive of intellectual weakness. In our historical 
literature this cult has been carried to such a point as to have 
become a proverb in Europe. Bagehot, for instance, in alluding 
to some exaggeration of statement, Says it would be as absurd 
as “to describe a post-boy as a sonneteer describes his mistress, 
or as the Americans stick metaphors upon General Washing- 
ton.”+ This almost theological desire to preserve the Washing- 
ton legend in undiminished lustre, above all doubt and beyond 
limitation, has gone to the extent even of a systematic suppres- 
sion of evidence and consequent falsification of history. In 
some wellestablished cases this has been advanced as a patriotic 
duty. A striking instance is afforded in the Life of Greene by 
his grandson. Among the papers consulted by G. W. Greene 
in the preparation of his work were the Piekering MSS., in the 
posJession of our Society. He there found this anecdote, Tim- 
othy PiCLering being Adjutant-General of Washington’s army 
during those operations about Philadelphia in the autumn of 

a *  
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1777 which have just been passed in review : “On one of these 
dreary nights,” writes Pickering, “as the army marched upwards 
on the eastern side of the Schuylkill, in its rear I fell in with 
General Greene. We descended the bank of Perkiomen Creek 
together, and while our horses were drinking, I said to him: 
‘General Greene, before I came to the army, I entertained an 
exalted opinion of General Washington’s military talents, but I 
have since seen nothing to enhance it.’ I did not venture to say 
it was sensibly lowered, though that was the fact; and so Greene 
understood me, for he instantly answered in these words pre- 
cisely: ‘Why, the General does want decision; for my part, I 
decide in a moment.’” 

The biographer of Greene then adds this delightful com- 
ment and .naive confession, breathing in i t s  every word-the 
whole spirit of the Weems school and Washington cult: “That 
Greene did decide, after a careful examination of facts, with 
marvelous promptitude, is asserted by all who knew him, and 
proved by sll his independent acts. Still, I could wish that he 
had never permitted himself to call Washington’s decision in 
question; for the hereditary reverence I have been trained up 
in for that wonderful man, and which Greene’s precept and 
example hayr made traditional in his family, renders it difficult 

him, and loving and revering him, and putting full faith in his 
civic talents, still permitted themselves-as Hamilton and Pick- 
ering and Steuben are known to have done-to doubt his mili- 
tary talents.” 

Then follows, in a foot-note: “I have been coirnseled not 
to repeat this anecdote; but, as I interpret the historian’s duty, 
the suppression of a characteristic fact is a practical falsehood. 
Greene saw faults in Washington, but saw too that thqy were 
outbalanced by his virtues. Lafayette tells us that Washington’s 
‘reluctance to change opinion’ led him to expose himself and his 
suite to a serious danger. Did Lafayette look up to him with 
any the less reverence?” (I. 468-469.) 

Volumes could not ex- 
press more; but, followed in that spirit, 

for me to enter -8 into the feelings of those who, acting with 

Further comment is unnecessary. 

“Science is a Mind man’s guess 
And History a nurse’s tale.” 

-. , 
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F i e ,  as to the two opponents confronting each other at 
the chess-board of the Kriegspiel which has now been passed in 
review-Howe and Washington. Of Howe it is not easy to 
find much that is pleasant or anything commendatory to say. 
Trevelyan, after his kindly fashion, tries to part from him with 
a few pleasantish words (Pt. III. 284-287), but does so with at 
best indifferent success. He says of him that he was “an in- 
dulgent commander; who lived and let live; and who, when off 
duty, was as genial to his followers, high and low, as  on the 
actual day of battle he was formidable to the enemy.” But, 
when it came to presenting an estimate of Sir William Howe, 
Charles Stedman enjoyed far better opportunities for so doing 
than Sir George Trevelyan; and, if the cold historical truth is 
the thing sought, Stedman’s measured but stern indictment (His- 
tory I. 308-309, 381-384) of the British commander should be 
read in close conjunction with Trevelyan’s words of friendly 
farewell. A man of unquestioned physical courage, as a soldier 
Howe was a very passable tactician. Face to face, on the way 
to a field of battle or on that field itself, he never failed both 
to out-maneuver and to  out-fight Washington; but, on the other 
hand, he had no conception of a large strategy, or of the value 
of time and energy as factors in warfare. Most companionable, 
he was lax in morals, physically self-indulgent and indolent in 
the extreme. In  no way either thoughtful or studious, he was 
without any proper sense of obligation, personal or professional; 
and, moreover, there is reason to suspect that he was somewhat 
disposed to jealousy of those who might be considered in the 
line of succession to him,* especially of Sir Guy Carleton and 
General Burgoyne, who chanced both to be his seniors, the last 
by no less than seven years. Receiving at Bunker Hill a severe 
lesson in his over-confident attempt at a frontal attack, he after- 
wards showed a fair degree of skill in a recourse to flanking 
‘actics; but, judged by the higher standards of this sort of work 
both before and since, what he accomplished was in no degree 
memorable. As a nian of 30 he led Wolfe’s famous scaling 
party at Quebec on the morning of September 13, 1759; but in 
1777 he was 48 years old, and. becoming heavy in per- 

*Fisher. Chap. LIX. with authorities cited. 
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son, had apparently lost any mental or physical alertness he 
might once have possessed. Certainly, it cannot be claimed that 
during the campaigns of either 1776 or 1777 he evinced the 
possession of either personal character or professional skill. I n  
1777 his failure to grasp the controlling factors of the situation 
was so gross as to excite surprise a t  the time, and afterwards 
to defy all efforts at explanation either by himself or the his- 
torian. It remains to this day a puzzle, or worse; for, in plain 
language, his course, as already intimated, was suggestive at 
least of jealousy and disloyalty, if  not of actual treachery. If 
he did not intentionally betray him, he wantonly abandoned 
Burgoyne to his fate. A man, in short, of the Charles I1 type, 
lie set the worst possible example to his subordinates, and did 
much to debauch and demoralize the army entrusted to h im 
Altogethe, it can hardly be denied that, in 1777, he was, in 
mess-room parlance, a rather poor shote.* 

*Charles Lee was two years Howe’s junior.Howe in 1775 being 48 and 
Lee 46. They had probably known each other before the Revolutionary 
troubles. Both had served in America during King George’s War, Lee hav- 
ing been with Braddock at Fort Duquesne (1755). and Howe with Wolfe at 
Quebec (1759). They probably knew each other. Lee was a prisoner of war 
in New York. where Howe was in command, from December, 1776. to April. 
1778, and the two doubtless then saw more or less of each other. Subse- 
quently, Lee. writing to Benjamin Rush from the camp at Valley Forge, June 
4, 1778, gave to his correspondent the following pen-and-ink sketch of Howe. 
who had then shortly before laid down his command and gone to England: 
“From my first acquaintance with hfr. Howe I liked him. I thought him 
friendly, candid. good natur’d. brave and.rather sensible than the reverse. I 
believe still that he is naturally so, but a corrupt or more properly speaking 
no education. the fashion of the times . . . have so perverted his under- 
standing and heart. that private friendship has not force sufficient to keep a 
door open for the admittance of mercy towards political Hereticks. . . . 
He is besides the most indolent of mortals. . . . I believe he scarcely ever 
read the letters he signed. . . . You will say that I am drawing my friend 
Howe in more ridiculous colors than He has yet been represented in-but  this, 
is his real character-He is naturally good htimor’d and complacent, but illit- 
erate and ignorant to the last degree unless as executive Soldier, in which ’ 

capacity He is all fire and activity, brave and cool as Julius Caesar-his under- 
standing is, as I observ’d before, rather good than otherwise, but was totally, 
confounded and stupify’d by the immensity of the task impos’d upon him- 
He shut his eyes, fought his battles, drank his bottle. had his little whore. 
advis’d with his counselors, receiv’d his orders from North and Gennain, one 
inore absurd than the other, took Galloway’s opinion, shut his eyes, fought 
again, and is now, I supposed. to be call’d to account for acting according to 
instructions: but I helieve his eyes are now open’d.”-Lee Papers, 11. 397-398 

I ,  
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Lr ‘ Washington, on the other hand, impresses one throughout 

as being a dear-headed, self-centered Virginia planter and gen- 
tleman of the colonial period, noble-minded, serene and coura- 
p u s ,  upon whom, at the mature age of 43. had been im- 
posed the conduct of a cause through the command of the 
simulacrum of an army. A man of dignified presence and the 
purest morals, his courage, both moral and physical, ’was unques- 
tioned; but, frequently puzzled and hesitating, he showed a 
pioneness to councils of war in no way characteristic of the 
born commander of men. As a strategist, he was scarcely supe- 
rior to Howe; while, as a tactician, Howe, mediocre as in this 
respect he indisputably was, distinctly and invariably outclassed 
him. Washington fought two pitched battles in the 1777 cam- 
paign, neither of which can be justified under the circumstances; 
and both of which he lost. His strategy was at the3ime and 
has since been characterized as Fabian, yet in every one of his 
campaigns he evinced a most un-Fabian reluctance to abandon- 
ing any position, even though of no strategic importance, or 
perhaps incapable of successful defense. It was so at Brooklyn 
and on Manhattan Island in 1776; and, again, on the Delaware 
in 1777. In both cases he was, in fact, altogether too ready to 
fight. That the tools with which he had to work were poor, 
unwieldy and altogether too often unreliable does not admit of 
question; but it is the part of great commanders to make good 
such deficiencies in unexpected ways. This Washington failed 
to do. What he lacked is obvious, though then it could not 
have been forthcoming-a trained and experienced Chief of 
Staff, a man who would have been to him what Gneisenau was 
to Bliicher in 1815, and what A. A. Humphreys was to General 
Meade during sixteen months of the Army of the Potomac. 
Among the Revolutionary officers Greene unquestionably would 
most nearly have met the requirements of the place ; but Greene, 
though naturally a soldier, was self-taught and lacked experi- 
ence. It is doubtful if he had any correct idea of the functions 
of a staff, and he certainly was not familiar with the details of 
a complete military organization, even to the degree that organ- 
ization had attained prior to the wars of Napoleon. But, prob- 
ably, it is fortunate no such position then Listed; for, had it 
existed, some foreigner would almost certainly have been se- 
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lected to fiU it; and it would be difficult to name any foreigner, 
adventurer or otherwise, who in the American service has ever 
yet really understood either American conditions or the Ameri- 
can as a soldier. Almost invariably such bring to their task 
European notions and formulas; and such do not apply. Essen- 
tially a volunteer, a ranger and a rifleman, the American soldier 
has an instinctive dislike for the European martinet; and, curi- 
ously enough, Washington himself neither understood nor used 
the American soldier as did Greene and Morgan in the Revolu- 
tion, Jackson in the War of 1812, or Grant, Sherman and Sher- 
idan, on the one side, and Lee, Jackson and Forrest on the other 
in the War of Secession. 

In one respect, however, and a most important respect, 
Washington was supremely and uniformly fortunate,-his luck 
as respects those opposed to him in the game of war was notable 
and uniform. Gage, Howe, Clinton fairly vied with each other 
in their low level of the British commonplace-what Stedman 
most happily ternis “monotonous mediocrity.” Finally, as has 
elsewhere been said, Washington, courageous and enduring, con- 
fident himself and inspiring confidence in others, great in saving 
common sense, was unequaled in the possession of those quali- 
ties which go to make up what men know, and bend before, as 
character. 

h’ot only in this respect, but in his other.limitations as well 
as attributes Washington is irresistibly suggestive of William 
of Orange. Fach evinced throughout life and under most try- 
ing conditions the same overruling sense of duty and obli- 
gation,-the same steadfastness and serenity in presence of I 

adversity, an equal saneness of judgment and patient c o d -  
dence in the cause to which fate had devoted him. As a soldier, 
William did not excel. Confronted in Alva with a really ca- 
pable military opponent, he never won a battle, and his cam- 
paigns were utter failures. The Spaniard in1 fact did with him 
almost as he pleased; yet the Dutchman was indomitable. 
Though between the Duke of Alva and Lieutenant-General Sir 
William Howe, of course, no comparison can be instituted, it 
was much the same in this respect with Washington. Neither 
William nor Washington evinced in his career the possession 
of any highly developed military or strategic instinct; in both 
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' 3lso there was a noticeable absence of aggressive will power; 
and, moreover, of that dangerous and ill-boding arbitrariness 
of disposition almost invariably the concomitant of an excess 
of will power. In Washington as in William there was like- 
wise noticeable a certain lack of intellectual alertness, amount- 
ing at times almost to a slowness of apprehension. 

By universal admission there is no more considerable, as 
well as admirable, figure in all modem history than IVilliam 
the Silent; and, while he stands forth as the great historical 
prototype of Washington, it may not unfairly be asserted the 
latter suffers nothing in a comparison with him. 

KANSAS CITY, November 2. 1910. 
DEAR MR. A D A M S : ~  have your letter today asking as to the rate of 

marching by infantry troops. With good roads and no unusual obstructions 
infantry would make an average of about two miles an hour, and fifteen 
miles a day was a good march. This would mean from nine to ten hours on 
the road. On a well regulated march it was the usual custom to march for 
an hour, then halt for ten minutes. and at noon rest for one hour. On the 
march from Atlanta to Savannah we averaged very close to fifteen miles a 
day for twenty-two days' actual marching. This march was conducted with 
great skill and precision. using all available roads over a width of some 
thirty miles of country. The ad- 
v a n e  guard would start at  daylight, getting into camp by 3 or 4 o'clock in 
the afternoon. and the rear would camp by dark or  soon after. In the Cmo- 
finas it was very different; weather and roads were lmth bad. and we often 
%de not more than eight or ten miles in an entire day. One occacion I re- 
member very well, wh'en my regiment was rear-guard. \Ve started about 9 
o'clock in the morning behind the ammunition train and reached the camp 
of the brigade at  7 the next morning. just as the latter was moving out of 
camp on its next day's march. All through the night we had been pulling 
wagons out of the mud, and only marching continuously for a few minutes 
at a time. 

In all of the marches through Georgia and the Carolinas it was the cus- 
tom in each division for the brigades in turn to have the advance. Similarly 
in each brigade several regiments had the advance successively, and i f  an en- 
tire corps marched by one road for several days the different divisions took 
their turn in the lead. The regiment that led the entire column had the 
easiest time of all. and the further you were in the rear, the slower and more 
tedious was the march. It was not unusual on special occasions in all active 
campaigns to make twenty miles in a day and a t  times as much as twenty- 
five miles, but the rate of marching rarely exceeded two miles an hour. A 
single regiment marching by itself could make two and a half miles, but any 
more rapid rate meant a strung out column and straggling. In  the well regu- 
lated marches of the western armies it was customary when the leading regi- 
ment of a brigade was halted for a rest for the following regiments to file 
into fields on the side of the road, close up on the leading regiment and then 

Both roads and weather wcre very good. 
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move out successively at the end of the rest. In  the first year of the war the 
marches were ga~eral ly  very badly conducted. owing to the inexperience of 
the mounted officers from the colonels lip. It was a common thing for the com- 
mander of the leading regiment to star t  off at  a three mile an hour gait, which 
would seem very moderate to him and to the leading files of the right a m -  
pany, but the rear of the regiment would be having to double quhk  part of 
the time to keep up, the column would be strung out to twice or more its 
normal length, and the road would be lined with stragglers. Colonel Gordon, 
who was a nervous, impetuous man. though an able cnmmander on the field 
of battle, did not at  all times use good judgment in marching the regiment. 
He was always well mounted on a spirited, quick-stepping horse. and, start- 
ing on a march in the early morning, would often take a good three mile an 
hour gait, which the leading files and companies would keep up with fairly 
well for a time; but the rear companies would Doon be in trouble, and the 
consequence would be much straggling. Lieutenant-Colonel Andrews and ~ 

Major Dwight, from thek positions in the rear of the regiment, profited by his 1 
errors, and were much better when at the head of the column; but the cap- ' 

tains of companies. who had learned their lesson by experience on foot, knew 
' 

best of all how to conduct a march when they became mounted officers and in . 
command. No one without actual experience can possibly understand how ; 
the slightest obstacle in the road, a small brook or fallen tree, will disor- 
ganize a marching column, and these are the occasions when a skillful officer 
at the head will understand how to conduct a march so as to have his men 

. well closed up at  all times, and not put too great a burden on the file closers. 
In considering the rate of marching of infantry, you have to bear in mind 
that each man in our war \vas carrying his ritle. about nine pounds. sixty 
rounds of ammunition. say five pounds. his equipment. a shelter tent. a blanket 
or overcoat. often an extra pair of shoes. and one to three days' rations in 
his haversack, a canteen, a tin cup and f v i n g  pan; altogether twenty to 
twenty-five pounds. 

In our experience we had many exceptional, long and hard marches. 
When Banks retreated from the Shenandoah Valley in May, 1862, we started 
from Strasburg at aliout 11 A. Y. after being under arms at daylight. and 
reached the Potomac at  NXliamsport, about 10 or 11 o'clock the next night. 
Fighting all the afternoon and evening of the first day as rear guard, which 
saved our trains from Jackson, then after lying on our arms in front of Win- 
Chester for about three hours, going into battle at  daylight for three or four 
hours, and then retreating to the river. The distance from Strasburg to the 
Potomac is fifty-six miles, but we covered two or three miles more in mak- 
ing an attack on the advance of the enemy a t  Kernstown. 

The march from Winchester to the river was practically without a halt 
for the thirty-six miles, as the enemy was close behind for nearly the entire 
distance. though his pursuit was not at all vigorous. 

, 

' 

. 

: 

' 

' 

. 

. 

Truly yours, C. F. hlousL 



CAVALRY EQUIPMENT. 

Referring to the November number of the CAVALRY JOUR- 
NAL, page 550, we find this statement: “Some officers pretend 
that it (the stirruphood) offers a’great protection against cold 
in the North and against mesquite, etc., in the South.” 

Are those who differ in opinion with 
your contributor necessarily insincere? If so, dishonesty is be- 
coming somewhat widespread, as I find that a very large ma- 
jority of the older officers and of the ’old and experienced 
soldiers do believe that the stirruphood is a very great protec- 
tion, as above stated, and they have no desire whatever to part 
with it. 

And what are we offered in place of it? “It should be of 
noncorrosive steel, ample in size, and with a fairly wide tread 
By not cleaning the non-corrosive steel, it will become so dim 

The advocate of the substitute stirrup himself points out 
(1) Being of steel and “ample in 

(2) The non-corrosive 

Why “pretend”? 

I as not to be specially noticeable.” 

two of its weak points: 
Size,” it will also be ample in weight. 

I )  
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steel is “specially noticeable.” It reflects light somewhat like a 
nickel-plated saber-scabbard. To obviate this it must be kept 
dirty. But this plan has’been repeatedly tried with nickeled 
scabbards and bits, and has always failed. Nothing short of 
paint will answer the putpose, and that won gets partially 
rubbed off. To these two very serious objections, I will add 
another, viz: (3) It affords no protection against cold winds 
or chapparal to the foot, which the tapidero most certainly does. 
In all these respects, the proposed stirrup is very inferior to the 
present stirrup. 

But its advocate thinks it is less “unsightly.” That, of 
course. is a matter of opinion. If true, those who prefer appear- 
ances to utility and good service would prefer it. But, when so 
dirty as not to reflect the light of the sun, would it not also be 
“unsightly” ? 

Then what will we gain by the swap? We will eliminate 
a “fad”; and, in place of it, we will have a different fad, and 
one that reflects vanity instead of utility. 

So far, we do not seem to have gained much by this species 
of elimination. But our advocate says: “The fact that the 
cowboys from northern Montana to southern Arizona. have 
practically discarded the antiquated tapidero should be sufficient- 
ly decisive for us. Nothing connected with the appearance of 
a cavalry horse is so unsightly as these huge pieces of leather 
swinging below the animal’s belly.” 

Upon this point, the animus of the advocate is shown by 
the single word “unsightly.” No other point is made against the 
tapidero and even this one is a matter of opinion. 

In the opinion of the present writer, any reference to the 
cowboy as a model for the cavalryman is simply a waste of 
words. His business and his equipment, naturally and properly 
no doubt, differ from ours in a thousand ways. If, however, 
he has acted with wisdom and judgment in discarding the 
stirruphood, why not also ascribe the same qualities to him in 
retaining the pistol and lariat? Or is he a model of wisdom 
only when it suits oar convenience? 

The Cavalry Equipment Board has recently submitted the 
question of the troopers’ foot-gear to a vote. Why cannot the 
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stirruphood question, and perhaps others, be settled in the same 
manner? Gentlemen need have no fear  that cavalry officers do 
not know what they want in these respects. Very few indeed 
are they whose minds are not fully made up on all the much- 
talked-of questions such as  stirrups, bits, lariats, pistols, saddles, 
etc., etc. We lack only the means of expressing decisively our 
opinions on all such points. There is great danger that a few 
over-zealous enthusiasts will succeed in getting their hobbies 
adopted in place of really valuable portions of the present equip 
ment, that have stood the tests of long and hard service suc- 
cessfully, and that are popular with the great majority of ex- 
perienced officers. In  only too many instances, these gentlemen 
are keeping quiet while the faddists occupy the center of the 
stage and both wings in addition. But, while these gentlemen 
will not write essays nor make speeches, they will vote if given 
the opportunity. .And this is the way, and the only way, to find 
out what the cavalry service wants. 

Our author is one oi those who wishes to discard the 
pistol. H e  says: “%me might claim that the pistol would be 
our only weapon for meeting cavalry armed with the lance. I 
would answer that by saying the rifle (or carbine), held in one 
hand, would be equally good or better for the first onslaught, 
after which the saber would be a match for the lance in close 
quarters.” In  other words, having thrown away his pistol, he 

pelled to use his clumsy, unwieldy rifle, weighing 8.7 pounds, as 
a pistol, “held in one hand”; and he believes that it will be 
“equally good or better” than the pistol for this purpose. 

If any other cavalryman believes this proposition, by all 
means let him try the experiment. I t  is thought that there is 
not today, in our army, nor in any army, a single troop that can, 
in this manner, accomplish anything excepting a waste of am- 
munition. Other conditions being equal, or anything near 
equality, the victory of the lancers would be a foregone con- 
clusion. If this is the best argument for discarding the pistol, 
we may still hope that it will be retained; and we may continue 
our efforts to get a larger caliber, that will stop an enemy, to re- 
place the toy now in use. It is, of course, well known that, re- 

. -  

- now believes that, while riding in the charge, he will be com- 

I 

I 
I 
I 

is a lack of opportunity to study it.” In the last year of that 
war. the total number of cavalrymen was far in excess of one 
hundred thousand. They rode horses, and they carried car- 
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GRANT’S IDEA OF THE PISTOL. 

PROF’OS of the revival of the Saber and Revolver ques- A tion, it may be we11 to recall General Grant’s opinion on 
h e  subject. 

I find in the Army a d  Navy Journal of March 31, 1888, 
an account of a meeting of General Grant with Kaiser Wilhelm. 
The General tells the story and says: “I spoke of two changes 
I would make if I organized another army, namely, the abolish- 
ment of the saber and bayonet. My argument was that for 
fighting power a pistol would surpass either while the weight 
of the saber and bayonet should be given to ammunition and 
rations.” E. S. 

IVHY REVOLVERS? 

E have been trying for many long years to justify the w issue of the revolver to the ranks of our Cavalry. 
I have had thirty-one years of this experience and I know 

that attention had been concentrated on the revolver as a charg- 
ing weapon long before I joined. 

At my first station we had every man (except the relief on 
p t )  in ranks every’day; few of our men were in their first 
enlistment, and still fewer were recruits; the steadiness of our 
horses may be inferred from the fact that we often fired blank 
volleys with the carbine, mounted, in line, and hampered by the 
topheavy helmet. 

platoon in line, boot to boot, firing five shots per man from 
the revolver, straight to the front. 

This is the charge of the revolver enthusiast, and, even 
under the favorable conditions noted, this is how it worked. 

For a month we trained f o r  it individually, horses and men, 

. Our prescribed record. practice required a charge of a 

. 

. . .K- . 
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’ with very slight damage to the target, and such damage almost 
entirely attributable to the fifth shot,’ fired as near to the target 
as permissible. 

The horses became steadily more nervous, although in this 
individual work their heads were swung out of the line of fke, 
and, by the time the platoon firing came, there was a long list 
of animals barred as too dangerous for the ranks. 

Finally, the twelve or sixteen men, on selected horses- 
(the requirement of using their own mounts notwithstanding), 
-were lined up for the record charge, and, with many an in- 
junction to hold the fire unless the front was clear, they were 
launched on the hundred yard dash. 

Most of the men fired their five shots, high angle fire;- 
then they counted eight or ten holes in the targets, congratulated 
each other that no one had been hurt, and turned their horses 
over to the next platoon. 

The failure of this firing to the front and its danger 
brought about the substitution of the individual fire to the right 
and left front, at five targets placed at 25, 20, 15, 10, and 5 
yards from the track, thus simulating the approach to the enfmy. 

Since those days we have had plenty of experience, and 
have fired untold ammunition in developing the mounted pistol 
shot. 

Buffalo Bill’s cowboys, of The Wild West, wear two re- 
volvers apiece, but they newer show the public what they can 
do with them from the back of galloping horses. Instead, they 
take the easier task of breaking glass balls with a Winchester 
rifle loaded with small shot. 

- 

On the plains, the cowboy talks of shooting the insulators 
off the telegraph poles at a run, but he declines a challenge to 
hit three poles in succession, galloping by at ten yards. 

Thus much for the effectiveness of the revolver used from 
the charging horse. 

The chief objqtion to it is, however, that it operates to de- 
prive the trooper of his most important charging weapon, the 
horse. 

The pistol man will naturally swing off, preferably to the 
left, as he approaches the front of the enemy, so as to get the 

How many sure ones have we? 

, 
1 

a 
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full dect  of his revolver practice; he does not want contact 
where his pistol will strike no farther than the enemy’s steel 
or his lunging horse 

. The swordsman spurs straight home to strike with his 
horse, his safety increases with his speed, his blow, with the 
square of his velocity; he can only lose by delay; neither in the 
charge, the-nmuit ,  nor in the m4lee does he fear a friendly 
shot in the back 

W e  are the only cavalry armed with the pistol, we have 
too many arms, we can not learn, in our limited time, to use all 
four of them. Let us learn then to use the horse, the rifle, and 
the saber, and lighten our load by discarding the revolver and 
its ammunition. 

Officers, sergeants, and trumpeters, who should carry no 
rifle, must of course retain the revolver as their fire arm. 

FRED S. FOLTZ, 
Alajor 15tlr U. S. Cardry. 

~ ~~ 

PRICES -4XD SPECIFICATIONS FOR F R E S C H  
OFFICERS’ HORSES, 191 1. 

BY A N  OFFICER ABROAD. 

Y decision of the hlinister of War, the price to be paid B for officers’ mounts next year has been raised from an 
average of $280 to $308. The Minister states that he has been 
actuated by the desire to make the price allowed for officers’ 
horses bear a more correct ratio to that which is paid for t roop  
ers’ horses than has been the case in the past. 

In purchasing horses for the army, three, distinct categories 
are recognized : Cuirassier horses, dragoon and artillery horses, 
and light cavalry horses. The maximum price allowed to be 
paid for any officers’ horse of the first category is $352; of the 
second category $300; of the third category $270. 

The standard of height, that is, the average to which the 

. .. 
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‘ majority should conform, is givenas fifteen hands, two and one- 

half inches for cuirassier horses; fifteen hands one-half inch for 
dragoon and artillery horses; fourteen hands three and one-half 
inches for light cavalry. These heights are a slight reductioni 
from the former ones, and they have met with distinct appro- 
bation as being a reaction against the former prejudice in favor1 
of considerable height in saddle horses. The question of weight has; 
not been definitely decided and has been left to the appreciationl 
of the buyers. The princ_iple, however, seems accepted as laid 
down by the “Sociiti Hippique Franqise” that. a good horse for 
useful work at fast gaits ought to weigh about five times what 
he carries. ’ This, however, of course is a mere indication, for as 
was justly remarked by the President of the Horse Congress in 
Paris in 1910, a good judge of a horse often takes into account 
personal coefficients which entirely escape measurement. 

The age of all these horses when bought is approximately 
3% years. 

The French government decided last year to mount all of 
its officers except generals, and to abolish the former indemnity 
paid to officers who mounted themselves. This it has done in 
the interest of economy as well as to insure by its own means, 
that every man shall have a horse suitable to the duty he is re- 

For example, infantry captains and sur- 
geons are mounted on horses which cost the government from 
onchalf to one-third of what it has paid for a cavalry or 
general-staff officer’s mount, for perfectly evident reasons. 

If we take the life of an officer’s horse at  eight years, it 
can be seen that it costs the government about $38 a year to 
mount its cavalry officers 011 horses which are splendidly s u i t 4  
to work in campaign and which encourage horsemanship and 
riding throughout the mounted arms. 

Our government pays $150 a year to its officers to mount 
themselves, and there are probably not 50 officers in our whole 
service who own horses as good as the average ridden by 
French cavalry officers. 

. quired to perform. 
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REGULATIONS FOR THE PURCHASE OF HORSES 
FOR MILITARY SERVICE I N  CHINA. 

RULES FOR CHOOSING HORSES FOR THE ARMY. 

1. Withbroad and level foreheads; straight-up ears; long 
and ptruding eyes; level and straight noses with big nostrils; 
thick upper and hanging lower lip; small and well held up heads; 
thin and arched necks; broad chests; long upper and short 
lower parts of fore  legs; between the legs there should be at 
least a. foot's distance; long and thin hind legs, and both legs 
should be close together; thick, round and strong hoofs; in 
trotting the hind feet should follow in the footsteps of the 
front; long and soft manes; wide groins; place for saddle should 
be curved; big girths-it looks from both sides like a triangle; 
high and square rumps, and both sides must be round and 
steep; high tail bones; big and strong joints; short and strong 
bodies. 

2. The above specifications are general, for all horses. 
Those for the Cavalry, Artillery and Transport specifically as 
follows : 0 

A. For Cavalry: Fat and fierce looks; small heads; big 
eyes; sharp ears; long and strong necks; h e  hair; short and 
strong barrels; long and broad buttocks ; strong tails ; broad and. 
round chests; strong ribs; neat limbs; tightly joining sinews; 
light steps: 47 to 51 inches high. 

B. For Artillery: Fierce looks; long and strong backs; 
broad and strong barrels; long, broad and strong buttocks; broad 
chests; wide steps; 47 to 53 inches high. 

C. For Trarcsporfs: Broad bodies; thick hair; short, 
strong and straight backs; steady steps; 45 to 47 inches high. 

3. If horses like the above mentioned are difficult to ob- 
tain, the commissioned purchaser may use his own discretion as 
to what are fit for use, but any changes should be reported to 
the Board. 

, I _  . 

. .  ~ MiLf TA R.Y: NOTES. 

.4. ' Horses that should not be bought are as follows: With 
any kind of disease; big, narrow and concave heads; thick and 
big ears, like sheep; concave eyes; Small nostrils; noses like' 
sheep; angular eyelids, and long eyelashes; short and groq 
necks; narrow chests; projecting 
and gross carpus; (? )  big and 
long and slender barrels; short 

. 
CHIN ESB T W P E  R- FOLLI .EQUXPPID. 

5. The following colors of horses are specified: Dun, 
black, bay, taan, chestnut, ash, straw, smoke, iron-gray, iron- 
black, and magpie. 

The height of the horses to be bought in North China 
should be 45 to 50 inches, and those in I-li should be 47 to 50 

6. 

inches. 

7. 
and small, so if it is necessary.to purchase them for using on 
the mountains they could be bought, but the heights given in 
articles 2 and 6 are not compulsory. The size of the h o w  
should be fully reported to the Board. 

The horses of Yunnan and Kweichow are very short' 
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8. The age of the horses should be 5 or 6 y a m  and the 

9. When the horses are bought, each division should f21 

where bred, Date of purchase, 
Kind, Time begin to use, 

Place of purchase, 
Where used, 

Age, 
Color, 

what use, 
W*t, Purchaser, 
Any -, Seller, 
P*, Await examination, 

CHINESE TROOPER- FULLT EQUI PPILD. 

It has been found impractible to obtain any drawirrgs 
or plates showing the cavalry equipment of the Chinese army. 
However, two photographs are sent which show two views 
of a Chinese cavalry trooper, fully equipped. 

j. H. R. 
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FRENCH SADDLE STALLIONS BOUGHT FOR 
FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS. * 

HERE has recently been held at Toulouse a horseshow at T which were gathered some of the best *bM 
homes of the Southwest region, the region where this horse, 
frequently called the “Tarbes” horse, abounds, and there a- 
ofkers had been sent from Italy, Greece, Spain, Roumania, and 
Egypt, for the purpose of buying stallions to be used in improv- 
ing the remount of those countries. 

Thirty- 
four of these were purchased by the French department of agri- 
culture for use in the French national studs. After these the 
foreigners were permitted to buy the rest. The Roumanian 
officers bought thirteen, the Italian twelve, and the others accord- 
ing to the funds they disposed of. 
over, with the authority of their government and of the French 
government, made arrangements whereby the Italian war de- , 

partment is to send each year into the region a board of officers 
which will purchase AngbArabs for the Italian cavalry, after 
the French boards have taken their pick for their army. 

One hundred and sixty stallions were exhibited. 

The Italian officers, more- ’ 

T. B. M. 

DEFECTIVE EYESIGHT OF ARMY HORSES. 

HE Berlin Veterinaer Wocherrschrift gives an extract of T an article by Dr. Kersten, staff veterinarian in a Bavarian 
cavalry regiment, on the result of the examination of refrac- 
tion of the eye of army horses made by means of the skiaskope. 
Of one hundred horses so examined, 55 per cent were myopic, 
10 per cent hypermetropic and 6 per cent anisotropic. so that 
only 29 per cent of the horses examined had normal sight. 
Later he examined 748 horses of another regiment. Of 58 , 
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horses reported as shying, 20 h a d  had sclerosis of the lense and 
were myopic He-peraonally tried the different classes of 
horses under saddle to ascertain whether they had any character- 
istic action or behavior on account of their defective eyesight. 
He f d  that myopic horses invariably shy at near objects, 
often uneqec tdy ,  while hypermetropic horses are liable to hesi- 
tate in -#ransbg towards objects approaching at a distance. 
’Ehe obropac botses were all more or less unsafe jumpers. None 
e f t h e  horsed with normal eyesight actually shied. but a few of 
timid nature were close observers of the surroundings that were 
new to them,purposely selected for trial. 

Ain&arr Veterinnry Review. November. 1910. Translated 
by Olof Schwankopf. Veterinarian Third Cavalry. 

MORE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE TROOP 
COMMANDER. 

NE of the most serious phases now confronting the cavalry 0 arm in our service is the constant interference with his 
troop by a great many post Commanders who take upon them- 
selves to prescribe minutely the course and method of instruc- 
tion for his command. 

Par. 261, A m y  Regulations, 1908, states : “The command- 
ing officer of a company is responsible for its appearance. dis- 
cipline, and efficiency, the care and preservation of its equip- 
ment; for the proper performance of duties connected with its 
subsistence, pay, clothing accounts, reports and returns.” It 
would thus seem that he, being under this paragraph respon- 
sible to such an extent, would have the authority to have a say 
in the matter of instruction of his command, but it is a well 
known fact that he is in many commands a mere figurehead, and 
in fact, a colonel’s first sergeant. 
With such a condition of affairs is it any wonder that the 

initiative, enthusiasm and go, so necessary to the cavalry arm, 
is lacking almost entirely in our army, and most troop com- 

manders sit with hands folded, looking to the Colonel for his’ 
weekly and dairy instructiom, with a spirit of reggnation, and 
preserve a sit-fast do-nothing policy. 

On my recent trip through China and Europe with the 
secietary of War, I made it a point to discover the policy o f ’  
Russian, German and French armies with respect to the cap’ 
tains, and in every instance I iound that he possesses the widest 
latitude and enjoys almost complete independence of command. ’ 
In the French cavalry he devises a weekly program of the drill 
and ditties for the following week. and submits them for tht 
approval of his squadron commander. He also prescribes the 
amount of forage for his command, and can increase or decrease, 
according to his opinion, the amount of forage to be used by 
each animal. He prescribes the duties of his suba l ths  and 
allows them great latitude with their platoons, and holds’them 
strictly accountable for their work. 

On the last day, or during the latter part of the moah 
the squadron commander inspects the troops minutely on the 
work for the period, and in case the men do not show pro- 
ficiency he reports the same to the regimental commander. 
Every three months the regimental commander inspects the 
squadrons. 

I respectfully recommend that troop commanders be al- 
lowed to submit weekly programs in advance to their squad- 
ron commander for their approval, and that monthly inspec- 
tions of t he  work of the troops be made by said officers, and 
that greater latitude be allowed troop commanders than is 
done at present. Any defects in methods of instruction 
will be thus discovered by t h e  majors, and can be remedied 
easily. 

’ A captain by reason of his rank and experience is s u p  
posed to be capable of handling his command, and if he is not 
there is no better way to find it out than by a use of the above 
method. Very respectfully, 

a 

H-Y h’. COOT=, 
Captain Thirteenth Cavalry. 

-. 
. ,.A 
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NEW FRENCH LEGGIN FOR CAVALRY. 

The new leather leggin is shaped about as shown above 
and offers nothing porcicularly novel as regards mechanism; 
but the cut of the leggin and its sect when on the man b 
smart and b u s i d .  The leather is Mack, of one thickness 
and fairly haavy, but not rigidly stiff. It is about as supple BI 

the legs of polo a d  hunting boots which have prevailed for 

The leggin Closes on the side, as shown, and is held straight 
along the closed edge by a fairly stiff steel band- three-fourths 
inch wide. At the top is a strap and buckle, at the bottom i s  
a socket. The French soldier always wears his spurs when he 

. 
several 7 

THE NEW PRENOH CAVALRY LEGGIN. 

L, 

Jms his leggins on, and the spur strap serves also to hold the 
bottom of the leggin snugly in place. 

The spur has a straight shank and is worn up above the 
heel, as indicated in the sketch. 

The weight of the leggin is very slightly more than that ‘ 

of our officer’s brown .leather puttee. T. B. M. 

. 
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B U N C H  ASSOCIATION AT WASHINGTON. 

On the evening of February loth, twenty-nine cavalry 
05cers statioaed in Washington and vicinity met and had 
an enjoyable dinner. The old time cavairy spirit of g d  
fellowship prevailed throughout. The affair was initiated 
as a purely rocial matter, jaet to “get together.” A few 
cavalry subjects were informally discussed, such as the abo- 
lition of the pistol and cavalry reorganization. The desira- 
bility of organizing a Branch Cavalry Association in Wash- 
ington was discussed and the g e n m l  sentiment appeared to 
be favorable thereto. The remarks indicated that whatever 
is undertaken for the cavalry welfare there should bc an 
absence of all grounds for strife from outside sources. The 
chair was authorized to appoint a committee to examine into 
the subject with a view to organizing a branch. 

H. R. H. 

i 
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A translation o f  Volume 1 of the latest edi- 
Balck’s Tactics.* tion of Balck’s Tactics has just appeared 

from the press of the U. S. Cavalry Asso- 
ciation. The professional value of Balck’s works on tactics is 
so universally recognized, not only in Germany, where four 
editions have already been published, but also in other coun- 
tries, that comment upon the products of his brain and pen may 
seem superfluous. This translation is, however, so excellent 
and..the subjects therein treated are of such importance to all 
officers as to merit especial consideration. 

This particular volume contains a brief general introduc- 
tion upon the broad subjects of war, strategy, tactics and 
methods of instruction, followed by nearly 500 pages especially 
devoted to the tactics of infantry. But the comprehensive man- 
ner in which this subject is treated makes the book as valuable 
to the cavalryman or artilleryman as it is to the infantryman. 
There is meat all the way through it. 

In  this book are fifteen sections devoted to the subject of 

+“raetiar” By Colonel B a l 4  German Amy. VoL I, Introduction and 
Format Tactits of Infantry. Fourth completely revised edition with numerow 
plates. Translated by First Lieutman t Walter Krueger. 23d U. S. Infantry, 
Instmetor A m y  Service Schootn U. S. Cavalry Association, Fort Leaven- 
worth, Kansas. Price $3.00. postpaid. 

.,?. . 
BOOK RE VIE WS. 988 

infantry tactics, but practically all of them contains much that 
every officer, whether of the Regular A m y  or of the National 
Guard, should know. T h i  more important sections are as fol- 
lows: Formations; The Power of Firearms and Expedients 
for Minimizing Losses (including a thorough discussion of the 
effects of both artillery and infantry fire); The Employment 
of Infantry Fire; Deployments for Action; Machine Guns; In- 
fantry versus Cavalry; Infantry versus Artillery; The Attack; 
The Attack on an Enemy Deployed for Defense; The Defense; 
The Retreat; Containing Actions ; The Expenditure of Ammuni- 
tion. Each of these sections is exhaustive on its particular sub- 
ject. For example, under subhead 9 of Section I1 (Forma- 
tions), the following points are discussed: Extended order; 
thin and dense skirmish lines; the formation of the skirmish 
line; movements in skirmish line; advance by rushes; time re- 
quired for making a rush; strength of the force making the 
rush ; rising; long or short rushes ; advance by crawling ; lessons 
of the Boer War; lessons of the Russo-Japanese War; pro- 
visions of the various regulations relative to the advance by 
rushes; fire while in motion; examples of the employment of fire 
while in motion; examples of the employment of rushes; rein- 
forcing the firing line ; closing up; assembling; re-forming. 

In comparing the present edition with preceding ones the 
author says: “The treatment of the subject matter has re- 
mained the same throughout; it represents, as in the first edi- 
tion, the principle that tactical lessons must be deduced from 
human nature, from the effect of weapons, and from experience 
in war, proper regard being had for national characteristics and 
historical transmission.” The psychological side of war is 
given the consideration due its importance, and the author’s ap- 
preciation of the far-reaching influence of moral factors in war 
seems to point his arguments in favor of greater attention being 
paid to such factors during peace-training of troops. 

Throughout this book Colonel Balck has made the effort 
to base his conclusions upon actual battle-conditions and especial- 
ly upon conditions as seem to be inseparably c o ~ m d &  with 
modern warfare. He seems to have been especially successful 
in avoiding both of the pitfalls into which tactical writers so 

. 
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often fall, viz., either first formulating a theoretical system of 
tactics and hunting up isolated historical examples with which 
to bolster up those tactics, or else taking the experience of one 
war, possibly fought under unusual conditions, a s  heralding the 
introduction of an absolutely new method of warfare. As a 
natural consequence of Colonel Balck’s success in following 
the main highways of fact instead of the crooked paths of 
fancy, the numerous historical examples cited by him, mainly 
from official records of the Russo-Japanese, Boer, Russo- 
Turkish, and Franco-Prussian Wars, are of unusual interest 
and value. Especially is this true of the large number of ex- 
amples taken from the Russo-Japanese \Var, many of which 
herein appear in English for the first time. 

Unlike most tacticians. Colonel Balck does not indulge in 
theoretical questions but confines himself to practical deductions 
from actual conditions. A; the translator has also done his 
part to the full. the combination has resulted in a book that is 
both instructive and readable. The comparison between the 
(battle-field) drill regulations of various modem armies is 
interesting, but the parts that will most appeal to the officers 
of the line are those that refer to the details of company lead- 
ing, of how to get the maximum fire effect, of the latest 
methods of using machine guns, of how best t3  avoid un- 
necessary losses from artillery fire, of the best methods of re- 
pulsing a cavalry charge, of the importance of local recon- 
naissance and how to conduct it, of the manner in which com- 
bat orders can best be issued and transmitted in battle, of how 
in time of peace the enlisted man can best be trained to fit him 
for war, etc., etc 

Typographically the book is all that could be desired. It 
is printed on good paper, excellently bound and illustrated with 
a large number of cuts and half-tones. Lieutenant Krueger de- 
serves much credit for  the able manner in which he has trans- 
hted and indexed this important work. It would be a good 
thing for the service if the remaining volumes of this work 
could similarly be’made available for use. 

c 

ROGER S. FITCH, 
Captain Second Cavalry. 
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To one who considers military literature i 

Of the from the standpoint of evidence only, Gen- 
era1 SchaFs book will be a disappointment. . 
As it makes no claim to being a tactical ’ 

and strategical study, those who seek for  a searching analysis 
of the Wilderness campaign, by a military critic, must look ’ 
elsewhere for light. 1 

The author, in*evoking the “Spirit of the Wilderness” to 
account for Longstreet’s untimely wound and the ghost of 
Stonewall Jackson to  explain Hancock’s anxiety for his exposed 
flank, on the day of the battle, can hardly expect to be followed 
by men who are too hard-headed to ascribe material results to 
supernatural causes. His excursions into the occult and his 
prose poetry, which sometimes savors of that “fine writing” 
against which we are warned by rhetoricians, give a shade of . 
unreality to  his narratibe and diminish the force of his con- 
clusions. 

Whatever the view one may take of General Schaff’s book 
as a military critique, his descriptions of the events which came 
under his personal observation are interesting and valuable. 
His status as a staff officer a t  Meade’s headquarters gave him 
exceptional facilities for observing those high in command and 
judging their mental attitude from their words and actions. 
His testimony as to the utter misconception of the situation by 
both Meade and Grant, on May Sth, is convincing. He further 
proves this misconception to be due to the lack of correct in- 
formation, and this in turn to be due to the misuse of the 
cavalry by men, who, however brilliant their subsequent achieve- 
ments, were then commanding cavalry for the first time. 

Of equal interest is his testimony as to the hour of Burn- 
side’s arrival at the junction of the Germanna road with the 
Turnpike. As he met General Burnside at  this point with in- 
structions, he is best qualified to set forth the time at which 
they were delivered and the apathy with which they were re- 
ceived. Taken in connection with the prophetic utterance of 
Duane, on the previous evening, it gives a strong probability 

By Morris 
Schaff, author of “The Spirit of Old West Point,” etc. Houghton-MiWm 
Company, Boston and New York 1910. Price $200. net. Postage extra 

Wi’demecur.* 

’ 

*The Battle of the Wilderness,” with Maps and Plans. 
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to the author’s conjecture that the change in the hour set for 
the attack OD May 6th, and which Grant says was a mistake, 
w e  brought about by Meade’s distrust of Burnside’s energy 
and capacity. If true, it shows that Burnside exerted a bane- 
ful influence upon the fortunes of the Union arms even before 
the battle had joined. 

The author gives a sidelight on the manner in which the 
most impeccable of military evidence is sometimes fabricated. 
While Milhau, chief surgeon of Warren’s Corps, was giving 
M e ,  the adjutant general, the number of killed and wounded, 
“It will never do, W e . ”  interposed General Warren, “to 
make a showing of such heavy losses.” With statistics com- 
piled in such a spirit, General Schaffs appeal to the military 
student to make use of a little imagination seems superfluous. 

But aside from any technical consideration of the work, as 
a narrative of his-personal experience and observations; as a 
picture of the human side of war, with little of its horrors, but 
with much of its humor and pathos; as a tribute not only to 
his comrades, but to those in a m  against him, General Schaff‘s 
book has an absorbing interest which justifies the sometimes 
overworked remark that, once opened, it cannot be put down 
until read. His estimates of the characters of those about him, 
now great historic personages, are peculiarly sympathetic and 
appealing, while his just appreciation of the motives and per- 
sonalities of those opposed to him in the great controversy 
show the author to be one whose mind is superior to the tram- 
mels of personal hostility or sectional prejudice. And this is, 
perhaps, the finest exposition of character in the whole book. 

S. H. E. 
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Hagood’s In 1871, General Hagood completed his 
# l 9 l a O h *  memoirs of the war and filed them away 

for publication after his death. 
The book is of peculiar interest to the members of the 

First South Carolina Volunteers and of Hagood’s Confederate 
Brigade and their descendants. 

Written so soon after the war, some traces of sectional 
bitterness show throughout the book, but it is. on the whole, 
written in a spirit of fairness. Written by an intelligent and 
educated gentleman of wide war experience, the book is of 
military and historical value, which is increased by the fact that 
General Hagood used as a check to the accuracy of his state- 
ments notes made by himself as events transpired, together with 
diaries of his companions, loaned for the purpose, and some 
Confederate records. 

The picture of the difficulties of raising volunteers after 
the first enthusiasm of the call to arms had subsided: the de- 
pendence to be placed on “home guards”; and the military gov- 
ernment of Charleston, of which General Hagood was provost 
marshaI, are all of interest and value to any military man in 
our service. 

In publishing the book the editor has inserted foot notes, 
quoting authorities, which show many instances wherein the 
author was mistaken in his statements. 

The fact that so many errors were made in the printing 
of the volume as to require several pages of errata detracts 
from the usefulness of the book. 

I consider the book worthy a place in any historical library 
and of special interest to those whose relatives were residents 
of South Carolina during the war. 

E. 
*“MEMOIRS OF THE WAR OF SECESSION.” From original manuscripts of ’ 

Johnson Hagood, Brigadier General C. S. A. State Company, Columbia. S. C. 
Price. $3.00. Postage. 2oc. 

.J 
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Cavalry The author’s preface states: “This work 

R@COnna/mnCg.* has been written with a view to assisting 
young cavalry officers to study the art of 

reconnaissance, and to instruct their men.” Although written 
primarily for cavalry officers of the British service, this book 
should also be of value to cavalry officers of our own army. 

The table of contents indicates the scope of this volume 
and is as follows : Introduction-Historical Examples; Chap 
ter I ,  Strategical, tactical and protective reconnaissance : Chap- 
ter 11, Strategical, protective and divisional cavalry; Chapter 
111, Order of battle, characteristics of commanders, spies, hos- 
tile plans, indications ; Chapter IV, Topographical reconnais- 
sance, rapid sketching; Chapter V, Action of patrols and other 
reconnoitering detachments; Chapter VI, Transmission of in- 
formation. writing messages, dispatch riders and relay posts; 
Chapter VLI, Advance, flank and rear guards and outposts; 
Appendix, Reconnaissance scheme for a patrol. 

It is manifestly impossible for anyone to write compre- 
hensively on a subject like cavalry reconnaissance and present 
nothing but new ideas. The greater part of any such book 
must necessarily be merely a repetition of what every cavalry 
officer ought to know. Colonel Norman, however. has suc- 
ceeded in presenting old facts in an interesting manner and in 
introducing new points of view with respect to many of them. 
Most of the suggestions made by him are practical and some of 
them are new. 

The introduction would be, perhaps, more interesting if  it 
were devoted to examples of good and poor reconnaissance 
from the history of modem warfare. 

Chapter I and I1 are of just as much value to young 
cavalry ofhcers of our service as to those of the British, the 
difference in the terms describing the various cavalry forces in 
front of an army being only a difference in name and not in 
function. The remaining chapters are filled with practical sug- 
gestions, among which even the most experienced cavalry of- 
ficer may find some new ideas worthy of his thought. 

*“Cavalry Reconnaissance.” By Colonel W. W. Norman, 22d Cavalry 
(Indian Army). Hugh Rees. Ltd.. London. 1911. Price 3s. 6d., net 
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Any such method as is outlined on pages 176-178 for giv- 
ing orders to an advanced guard in the field is considered 
neither practical nor desirable. The reconnaissance scheme out- 
lined ‘in the appendix is also thought to be unsuited. unless 
greatly modified, for our service. Otherwise the book seems 
eminently practical and well describes the present methods by 
which cavalry advance guards, patrols, etc., move by successive 
steps from position to position or from cover to  cover, instead 
of the old way of marching along at a more or less uniform 
gait. 

It is believed that this book is well worth purchasing. 
R. S .  F. 

American 
Red Cross.* 

Tliis handy little book is of convenient vest 
pocket size. contains 177 pages, 55 illustra- 
tions, and is divided into ten chapters deal- 

i n g  with the several phases of the general subject matter 
relating to the relief of injury and the meeting of common med- 
ical emergency. 

It is a popular edition intended for the use of the general 
public and is particularly applicable to the needs of those whom 
duty or pleasure exposes to the accidents of out-of-doors. 

The subject matter which it includes is quite sumcient in 
scope to meet the needs of the class which it is desired to 
reach, while the presentation is common sense, clear, concise 
m d  couched in language readily to be understood by all. For 
adults, it would be an intensely practical and valuable addition 
to every household library and it should serve a specially use- 
ful purpose in the instruction in first aid of Y. M. C. A. classes, 
the “Boy Scouts,” “Seton Indians” and similar juvenile or- 
ganizations and movements now so popular in this country. 

E. L..MWNSON. 

*“The American Red Cross Abridged Text-book of First Aid.“ By 
Major Charles Lynch, Medical Department U. S. Army. General Edition. 
1910. P. Blakiston’s Son & Co., Philadelphia. Price 30 cents. 
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6Uf‘by’S This is the forty-fifth edition of this well 
Manual.* known manual of Engineering and Sur- 

veying instruments. It is in an enlarged 
form and with colored plates which fully illustrate the many  
instruments manufactured by this firm which has been in exist- 
ence for over sixty years. It is a book of over 5 0 0  pages and 
while it is in part a price list and catalog of the instruments 
and supplies manufactured and sold by them, yet much over 
one-half of the book is devoted to descripticns and explanations 
of the adjhstments of Engineering and Surveying instruments. 

In addition to the usual line of these instruments that they 
have heretofore handled, they have recently added a special de- 
partment for the manufacture of scientific and physical ap- 
paratus. Also, to meet the demands for their supplies. they 
have recently established a branch manufactory at Seattle. 

Aspirants 
for 

This is the second edition of a book gotten 
out by Captain Reeves in 1901, revised and 

Commissions.? brought up to date. In fact, i t  is so 
changed and improved that it is practically 

a new book, and, as its author states in the preface, “to call it 
a ‘revised edition’ would be stretching the imagination beyond 
its guaranteed elasticity, so a new book is here offered.” 

In  its new form, the book not only deals with commissions 
in the regular army but also those in the Philippine Scouts. the 
Philippine Constabulary, the Port0 Rico Regiment as  well as 
the “qualified list” for the volunteer army. 

It is made up largely from the U. S. Army Regulations, 
War Department General Orders and Orders from the Head- 
quarters of the Philippine Constabulary, although there is much 
xiginal matter regarding the subject of which it treats. 

It is a small book of over 200 pages which appears to be 
filled with useful information for those who have need of such 
a work. 

*“a MANUAL OF TEE PMXCIPAL INST~UMENTS USED IN .-\UERICAN 
ENGZNEEFSNG AND SURVEYING,” manufactured by w. & L. E. Gurley, Troy, 
N. Y. Price fi* cents. 

t“A MANUAL poil ASPIPANTS FOU COMMISSIONS IN THE U N I ~  STATES 
MILITARY SEUVIUL” By Captain Ira L. Reeves. U. S. Army. Franklin 
Hudson Publishing Company, Kansas City, Mo. 1910. Price 
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Organization, This little book has no counterpart in the 
Equipment, Etc.* American service. Its purpose appears to 

be that of a zwde mecum to the British 
Army Regulations and current orders as  well as to their special 
regulations governing the examination of officers for p r o m  
tion. While no doubt it is of inestimable value to the British 
army officer, a careful reading of its contents fails to disclose 
zny use to which an officer of the American army could put it. 

That it is running in the tenth edition is proof positive 
that it is popular and valuable to the British army officer. In 
this respect it might be compared to the Officers’ Manual for 
Subalterns by Moss, though the purposes of the two books do 
not appear to be esactly similar. 

Lieutenant Colonel Banning’s book has been compiled with 
especial reference to presenting the subject matter on which 
officers niust pass esaminations for promotion, in a concise, 
cnsily digested form. 

.Among the more important chapter headings may be noted: 
‘*List of Official Books \\-it11 I’recis of Subjects They Deal 
N‘ith,” “Esamination Papers With .I\nswers” and “Recapitula- 
tioii of Total British Forces.” sx. 

=-\ beaiitifully printed and illustrated little 
volume, giving a brief sketch of the history 
of Dr. Francois Antomarchi who was physi- 
cian to Napoleon at St. Helena. 

The workmanship is beautiful and the subject matter of 
very little interest except to one who delights in looking for 
quaint little side lights to greater historical events. Many of the 
beautiful illustrations have little or no connection with the text. 

St. Helena t o  

Santiago de 
Cuba*t 

ELTINCE. 

*“Organization, Administration and Equipment Made Easy.” By Lieut. 
10th Edition. Gale and Cot. S. T. Banning, late Royal Munster Fusiliers. 

Polden. Ltd., London. Price 4s. 6d., net 
t“Fuola Sr. HELENA TO SANTIAGO DE CUBA.” being a Summary of Facts 

concerning the Latter Days of Dr. Francois Antomarchi. the Last Physiaan 
of his Imperial Majesty, Napoleon the First Emperor. By Henry D. Thoma- 
s ~ n ,  Captain Mkdical Corps, U. s. Army. Franklin Hudson Publishing CO, 
Kansas City, Mo. 19IO. 

4 
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This book is apparently a parody on our 
present r!ay tactical studies. The author 
says: “I am in hopes that the careful 
study required for the purpose of making 

intelligent criticisms with * * * furnish an useful mental 
exercise for those who may trouble themselves to undertake it.” 

On its face the book is written in all seriousness and in a 
very attractive and readable style. One who wishes to take a 
short tactical study and dissect it for tactical heresies will find 
the exercise both usefu! and entertaining. It is a dangerous 
book for a beginner to fool with. 

Lord 
Roast em’s 
bmpaign’* 

E. 

“Lam ROASTEM’S CAYPAIGS IX NORTHERS FRANCE” By Lieut. Colonel 
A W. A. Pollodc. With sketch map. Hugh Rees, Ltd., London. 1910. 
Price 2s. 6d.. net. 

Sditor’s Gable. 

THE ARMAMENT OF THE TROOPER. 

.As has been noted elsewhere in this number of the 
CAVALRY JOURNAL, this important subject was brought up for 
discussion at the annual meeting of the Cavalry Association and 
has been subsequently discussed at two meetings of the Fort 
Leavenworth Branch of the U. S. Cavalry Association. 

These questions have been receiving particular attention 
at the present time owing to  the fact that, first, there is a 
movement on foot, or rather that the matter of the elimination 
of the revolver as a part of the trooper’s armament is now be- 
ing considered by the General Staff or others in authority and, 
second, that there is a growing belief that there should be a 
change in the rifle now issued to the cavalry. 

There are many cavalry officers of experience who are de- 
cidedly of the opinion that the question of the armament of 
the trooper is so inseparably connected with that of equipment 
that the Equipment Board now in session canno t  possibly de- 
sign the proper methods of carrying the rifle, or carbine, and 
saber, as well as the pack, without knowing what we are  to 
have for the armament of the cavalry soldier. 

At  the annual meeting, these subjects were only partially 
discussed, owing to a lack of time, and they were taken up at 
the two subsequent meetings of the Branch Association. How- 
ever, the Association, did direct that the Executive Council 
should prepare questions to be submitted to all cavalry officers 
for an expression of their opinions on the questions under dis- 
cussion. 

I 
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Accordingly the  Executive Council have drafted the  
questions and  they will be mailed to all cavalry offcers at an  
early date. It is hoped, however, that in the meantime all our 
members will take these questions unaer consideration and be 
prepared to promptly give intelligent answers to  the same. 
They are as follows: 

Are you in favor of eliminating the revolver as a part 
of the armament of the cavalry soldier, except for officers and 
non-commissioned officers, irrespective of any other change in 
the armament of the trooper? 

Are you in favor of eliminating the revolver, provided 
that, in lieu of the present rifle, a long range, high power car- 
bine, especially designed for the needs of the cavalry service. be 
adopted ? 

(.A) Do you prefer the present rifle as a part of the 
arnmment of the trooper which is specially designed for the 
infantry service? Or (B)  Do you favor the atloption of a 
long range firearm, using the same ammunition as the in- 
fantry rifle, but designed to  meet the special needs of the 
cavalry service ? 

\Vhich type of saber do you prefer for use in our 
service? (A)  The present saber, that is the one that has been 
in use in our service for many years; or  (B)  The s a b r  shown 
in Figure 1, page 10, of the Provisional Regulations for Saber 
Exercise, 1908, that is a straight saber with a straight blade 
and primarily designed as a thrusting weapon; or ( C) .A sharp 
saber with a blade more curved than the one in use at present 
and which is specia!ly designed as a cutting weapon. 

- i t  the two meetings of the Branch ;issociation. which 
were largely attended by cavalry officers, many of them of long 
experience, the above questions were put to a vote, after long 
and able discussions by many of the officers, and with the fol- 
lowing results: 

Every officer present was decidedly of the opinion that the 
revolver should be retained as a part of the trooper's equip 
ment irrespective of any change that might be made in the 
other arms. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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With a single exception, all were in favor of a long 
range firearm for the cavalry trooper which should be especial- 
ly designed for the needs of the cavalry service; and, similarly, 
with a single exception, every officer present favored the re- 
jection of the present rifle which was specially designed for the 
infantry semice. 

A majority of the officers favored a curved, sharp saber, 
especially designed as a cutting weapon. 

The Branch -4ssociation was further of the opinion that 
a Board oi Cavalry Officers should be detailed to ascertain what 
long range firearm is best adapted to the special needs of the 
cavalry service. 

The question of the rifle vs. the carbine and the reasons 
for  the adoption of the latter is well set forth in this number 
in one of the comments on Captain Booth's article on the sub- 
ject of Cavalry Training and Target Practice, and which was 
written by one of the officers participating in the discussion 
at the meeting of the Branch Association. 

Those in iavor of the revolver, and all were, argue that 
it is a valuable weapon for the trooper when on patrol duty, 
advance and rear guard, in the pursuit and frequently in the 
melee. They called attention to the fact that Captain Gray, in 
his "Cavalry Tactics as Illustrated by the \Var of the Rebellion" 
furnishes Inany instances when the revolver was used very ef- 
fectually during that war. 

The  arguments in favor of the curved saber over that of 
the one shown in our Provisional Saber Exercises are that the 
latter is designed for thrusting and that it requires an expert 
swordsman to properly handle it. while the former is primarily 
a cutting and slashing arm and that our .American cavalryman 
takes more naturally to it and that i t  does not require nearly 
as much time to  make a soldier proficient in its use. 

These are all vital questions for the cavalry and it is hoped 
that d w  consideration will be given them, not only by those in 
authority but by all of our thinking cavalry officers. 
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THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE U. S. CAVALRY 
ASSOCIATION. 

The annual meeting of the U. S. Cavalry Association was 
held in Grant Hall, a t  Fort Leavenworth, on Monday, January 
16, 1911, with 317 members present or represented by proxy. 

The report of the Secretary and Treasurer for the year 
1910 was read, accepted and ordered, filed. A synopsis of this 
report is given herewith below. 

An election of officers for 1911 was held and resulted in 
the re-election of those holding the respective offices at the 
close of 1910. 

The votes on the proposed amendments to the Constitution 
of the Association were submitted, tabulated and the result an- 
nounced as follows: 

To Section 2, Article 1V: Yes--282. Xo-14. 
To Section 3, Article IV:  Ye-378. No-18. 
To Section 3, Article V :  Yes--281. No-15. 
To Section 4, Article V: Ye--273. Xo-2 1. 
To Section 2, Article VII :  Yes--276. K h l i .  
To Section 4, Article VI I :  Yes--276. S-18. 
To Section 10, .Article VI I I :  Yes-281. So-12. 
T o  Section 11, Article VIII :  Yes-281. X-12. 
To .\rticle IX:  Yes--280. 5-13. 
To ;\rticle S I V :  Yes--279. So-16 
To Xrticle XV: Yes-3i4. h’-19. 

Inasmuch as the above proposed amendments have each re- 
ceived more than the required two-thirds vote of the regular, 
uctko members present or properly represented by proxy, they 
were declared adopted. 

The Constitution of the Association, as  amended, is printed 
in full in this number of the CAVALRY JOURNAL 

The subject of the armament of the trooper, particularly 
as to the question of the elimination of the revolver as a part 
of his armament, was discussed at length. I t  was decided that 
the further discussion of this subject be postponed until the next 
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meeting of the Fort Leavetlworth Branch of the Cavalry Asso- 
ciation, when more time could be devoted to this important mat- 
ter and by which time, it was hoped that all would have fully 
considered it and be prepared to Mote intelligently. 

However, it was ordered that the Executive Council of 
the Cavalry Association proceed to obtain, by a postal card vote, 
the opinions of the cavalry officers of our service upon the 
several questions, to  be drafted by the council, regarding the 
trooper’s armament, particularly as regards the elimination of 
the revolver; that of the straight or nearly straight saber; and 
that of a rifle or carbine. 

REPORT OF T H E  SECRETARY AND TREASURER. 

The Treasurer submitted the following financial report : 

Receipts. 
Balance on hand January 1, 1910.. ............... .$2,309.04 
Received from members and subscribers.. ......... 3,360.98 
Received from advertisers. ...................... 1,422.98 
Received from sales of books.. ................... 8,160.77 
Received from interest on time deps i t s . .  .......... 43.65 

Total. ................................... $1 5.297.426 

Disbursemen fs. 
Editor’s salary and clerical services. ............... $1.494.68 
Printing Journals, engraving, etc. ................ 3,196.15 
Printing and purchase of books.. ................ 8,157.12 
Postage. ..................................... 320.50 
Insurance. .................................... 17.60 
Breeder’s Cup. ................................. 100.70 
Addresseograph fixtures. ........................ 154.48 

typewriter and supplies. ..................... 362.94 
Balance on hand, December 31, 1910.. ............ 1,493.25 

Miscellaneous expenses-stationery, f might, eXpreSS, 

Total. .................................. $15,297.42 
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Assets. 
Cash on hand, December 31, 1910.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .$1,493.25 
Due from members and subscribers.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  995.75 
Due from advertisers. .......................... 27.50 
Due for books. ................................ 1,336.00 
Books on hand-bound and unbound---cost. . . . . . . . . .  1,855.16 

Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5,707.66 

Due for espressage. ........................... .$ 13.99 
Due from outstanding acconiits ior conimissions on 

books. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 18.91 
Due for books. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6.78 
Se t  assets. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5.567.95 

Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  S3.707.66 

Lin bilit it’s. 

.. 

.If oribzrship. 
Life members. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  G 
Regular. active members. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  fA0 
Rrgular-other-members. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  38 
-Associate members. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 12 
Subscribers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ,383 
Subscribers-Infantry, club rate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  370 

Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . I  .568 
- 

Jf embcrship by Rcgiwrmts. 
Order. Regiment. so .  Per cent. 

3 

/ 

First Cavalry. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  46 86.89 - 
Second Cavalry. . . . . . . . . . . .  36 io. 38 
Third Cavalry. . . . . . . . . . . . .  35 67.30 10 
Fourth Cavalry. . . . . . . . . . . .  36 67.92 8 
Fifth Cavalry. 42 79.24 3 
Sixth Cavalry. 38 74.50 5 
Seventh Cavalry. 25 48.11 15 
Eighth Cavalry. ........... 42 79.24 4 
Ninth Cavalry. ............ 36 67.92 9 
Tenth Cavalry. ............ 50 94.33 1 
Eleventh Cavalry. ......... 33 62.26 14 
Twelfth Cavalry. .......... 33 64.71 12 
Thirteenth Cavalry. 37 71.15 6 
Fourteenth Cavalry. ........ 34 66.66 11 
Fifteenth Cavalry. ......... 33 63.46 13 

- 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . .  
.......... 

........ 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE U. S. CAVALRY ASSOCIA- 
TION. 

(As amended at  the annual meeting of January 16, 1911.) 

ARTICLE I. 

TITLE. 

This society shall be known as “The United States Cav- 
alry Association.” 

.ARTICLE 11. 
HEADQUARTERS. 

The headquarters shall be at  Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 

ARTICLE 111. 

DESIGN. 

The aim and purpose of this Association shall be to  unite 
all persons directly or indirectly interested in the cavalry arm 
of the military service, for the professional improvement of 
its members and the advancement of the mounted service gen- 
erally. 

ARTICLE IV. c 

MEMBERSHIP. 

SECTION 1. 

SEC. 2. 

This Association shall consist of (1)  regular 
members, (2) associate members, ( 3) honorary members. 

The  following shall be eligible to regular member- 
ship: (a) Commissioned officers of the cavalry of the regular 
army and of the organized militia of the several States, Terri- 
tories and of the District of Columbia. ( b )  Former commis- 
sioned officers of the cavalry of the regular or volunteer serv- 
ices and of the organized militia of the several States and Terri- 
tories and of the District of Columbia. ( c )  General officers of 
the regular a m y  and former general officers. 
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Those regular members who are on the active list of the 
regular army shall be known as  rcgulut. ocfive members. 

SEC. 3. The following are eligible to associate member- 
ship: (o) Persons who are, or who ever have been com- 
missioned officers of honorable record in the regular army 
(other than those mentioned in Section 2) .  or in the navy or 
marine corps. ( b )  Persons who are, or  who have ever been 
commissioned officers of honorable record of the Sational 
Guard or  naval militia of any State or Territory. (c) Fofmer 
general officers and former commissioned officers of cavalry 
of honorable record in the Confederate army. (d) Non-com- 
missioned officers of the regular cavalry service and of the 
organized militia of the several States and Territories and of 
the District of Columbia and former non-commissioned officers 
of the cavalry service of honorable record. 

SEC. 1. Honorary members may be elected from men 
distinguished in military and naval service and from eminent 
men of learning. They shall be elected as such ior the 
period of five years. Honorary members shall be elected by 
the Executive Council, and it shall require a two-thirds vote 
of all members of the Council to elect. 

Any person eligible to regular or associate mem- 
bership may become such upon making application to the 
Secretary, accompanied with the amount of the initiation fee 
and upon furnishing satisfactory evidence of his eligibility to 
such membership. 

S E C .  6. Any person or society may become a subscriber 
for the JOURNAL of the Association; and all persons paying 
for and receiving the same, but who are not regularly .ad- 
mitted and entered as regular, associate, or honorary mem- 
bers shall be considered merely as subscribers. 

SEC. 7. Any member may withdraw from the Associa- 
tion at  any time by tendering his resignation in writing, pro- 
vided he be not in arrears. 

Any person may be expelled from the Associa- 
tion for cause by the Executive Council. but it shall require 
the consent of two-thirds of the members of the Council, un- 

SEC. 5. 

1 

SEC. 8. 
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less the cause be the non-payment of subscriptions or other 
obligations to the Association, in which case a majority vote of 
the members of the Council present shall suffice. Any member 
may be expelled whose indebtedness to the Association is $4.00 
or over. 

Membership shall date from the first day of the 
month in which the memhr  joins, and his annual subscription 
shall be paid on or before that date in each succeeding year. 

SEC. 9. 

ARTICLE v. 
RIGHTS .LVD OBLIC.%TIONS OF MEMBERS. 

SECTION 1 .  Every member of the Association of what-' 
ever class shall bg entitled to  one vote at all regular or special. 
meetings of the .Association. This vote may be cast in person 
or by proxy, in which latter case the authority therefor must 
be in writing. 

Regular members only shall be eligible to hold 
office. and only regular, actire members can vote upon amend- 
ments to this Constitution. With these exceptions all mem- 
bers of whatsoever class shall have equal rights and privileges, 
and be subject to the same obligations, except that honorary 
members shall pay no annual dues. 

SEC. 3. All members of whatsoever class shall subscribe 
for the JOURNAL. The subscription price to non-members shall 
be fixed by the Executive Council of the Association, provided 
that it shall never be less than the annual subscription for mem- 
bers. 

-in initiation fee of one dollar shall be charged 
all persons joining the Association after January 15, 1911, ex- 
cepting those elected to honorary membership. Initiation fees 
and subscriptions shall be paid in advance. 

Additional pecuniary obligations can be imposed 
upon the members only by an act of the .4ssociation at a regu- 
lar or special meeting, a two-thirds vote of the members present 
or  duly represented by proxy being required to carry such 
measures; provided, that notice of such intended action shall 
have been given the members at least three months in advance 
of such regular or special meeting. 

SEC.  2. 

SHC. 4. 

SEC. 5. 
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ARTICLE VI. 
MEETINGS AND ELECTIONS. 

SECrIoN 1. The regular meetings of the Association shall 
be held once each year at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, on the 
third Monday in January. 

Special meetings shall be called to  meet at the 
same place by the President upon the written request there- 
for signed by fifty members. When such special meetings are 
called, a t  least three months’ notice shall be given thereof to 
each member by the Secretary. The same notice shall be given 
in case of regular meetings. Due notice of any regular or 
special meeting or of any proposed action to be taken at such 
meetings shall be deemed to have been given when such notice 
shall have been published in the JOURNAL of the Association 
and a copy of the same mailed to each member at the last ad- 
dress furnished the Secretary, or in case of officers of the regu- 
lar army, the address given in the last .Army List and Directory 
at least three months in advance of such meeting. 

Ten per cent of the rcgulw, activc membership 
of the Association, either present in person or represented by 
proxy, shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

The election of officers shall take place annually 
at the regular meeting of the association. The election shall 
be by ballot. and a plurality of all votes cast in person or by 

SEC. 2. 

. 

SEC. 3. 

SEC. 4. 

- proxy shall elect. 

. \RTICLE VII. 
OFFICERS. 

SECTIOS 1 .  The elective officers of the .4ssociatim shan 
be: -4 President, a Vice-president, and five members of the 
Executive Council. Their terms of office shall be one year, 
or until their successors are elected, and all except the Presi- 
dent shall be residents of Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 

The appointive officers of the Association shall 
be: ( a )  A Vice-president for each Post where five 0: more 
oficers of the regular army are stationed and for each State, 

SEC. 2. 
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Territory and the District of Columbia where there is cavalry ’ 

belonging to the organized militia. (b) An Editor, a Secre- . 
tary and Treasurer. 

shall hold office a t  the pleasure of the same; provided, that . 
in its discretion, both of the offices of Editor and of Secretary , 

and Treasurer may be filled by the same person. 
SEC. 3. The duties of the officers shall be such as usually 

pertain to their respective offices, and such additional ones as 
may be prescribed in this Constitution or the By-Laws enacted 
by the Executive Council under the authority granted by this 
Constitution. 

They shall be appointed by the Executive Council and 

0 

ARTICLE VIII. 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

SECTION 1.  The Executive Council shall consist of the 
President, the Vice-president, the five elected members, the 
Editor, and the Secretary and Treasurer. But when the Pres- 
ident is not a resident of Fort Leavenworth, he shall for all 
purposes be considered as not belonging to  the Executive Coun- 
cil, unless actually present. 

The Executive Council shall meet from time to  
time at  the call of its chairman, who shall be the senior mem- 
ber of the Council present a t  the headquarters of the Asso- 
ciation. 

SEC. 3. Five members shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business. But if through the removal of offi- 
cers from Fort Leavenworth, or other cause, the Council be 
reduced below five members, such number as  remain shall 
constitute a quorum for the purpose of filling vacancies, but 
for this purpose only. 

It shall require a majority vote of all members 
of the Council to carry any proposition, except an  adjourn- 
ment, which shall require a majority of those present. 

SEC. 5. The several members of the Executive Council 
shall have an equal voice and vote in the determination of all 
questions acted upon by the Council, except that the Editor 

SEC. 2. 

SEC. 4. 

i 
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. . and the Secretary and Treasurer shall have qo vote upon 
questions connected with their own appointment or removal, 
or their own compensation. 

The Executive Council shall be responsible for 
the general adniinistration of the affairs of the .Association. 
TO this end they are empowered to carry out any nieasures 
whatsoever, which, in  their jutlgnient, seem expedient in order 
to further the interests of the .Association. or to attain the 
ends and aims of the organization: Prcrridtti. ho.ii*l-rrr, That 
such measures do not coiitlict with any of the provisions of 
this Constitution. \\'ithi11 such limits the Council shall have 
power to nlake permanent regulations which they shall in such 
cases designate as By-Laws in coiitra(listiiictioi1 to their ortli- 
nary regulations. and sticli By-Law shall be binding tipon the 
Association a id  its members, and shall remain in force until 
duly revoked. 

The Esecutive Council shall have power to fill 
vacancies for unespiretl teriirs which may occur in its iiieiii- 
bership. 

SEC. 8. The Esectitive C~~unci l  shall carefully csaniine 
and audit the accounts of the Secretary and Treasurer as soon 
as  practicable after the close o f  the fiscal year. antl at 511~11 

other times as they may tleem espedient. 

Funds of the .\ssociatioii can be espendetl only 
upon the order of the Esecutive Council. antl money paid out 
or obligations incurred by the Secretary and Treasurer without 
such order shall be at his own risk. and i f  not subsequently 
approved by the Council he shall make the same good to the 
Association; but the auditing and approving of the accounts 
by the Council shall be considered as authorizing all transac- 
tions and expenditures previous to such action. 

It shall be the duty of the Executive Council 
to organize Branch .Associations at  posts where there are 
officers of the regular cavalry stationed and in each State, 
Territory a d  the District of Columbia having cavalry be- 
longing to the organized militia. as contemplated in -Article XV. 

SEC. 6. 

SEC. i. 

SEC. 9. 

SEC. 10. 
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SEC. 11. The Esecutive Council shall also, by corre-. 
spondence and otherwise, endeavor to keep active the Branch: 
Associations. -Any proposition looking to the promotion of 
the interests of the cavalry, signed by twenty members or by 
a majority of the Esecutive Council, shall k submitted to the 
Branch -Associations. and to all regular members not members. 
of  Branch .Associations, for an espressioii of opinion by means 
of a vote. 

ARTICLE I S .  

TI1E JOVRS. \L .  

SECTIOS 1 .  The -1ssociation shall publish a JOL-RSAL 
devoted t o  the interests o f  the organization. and in further- 
ance of its ends and aims. as laid tloivn i i i  .\rticle 111 of this 
Constitution. This JoC'Rs.\L shall Ix published at  least quar- 
terly and. as nearly as practicable. at  the close of each quarter 
of tlie calendar year : provided. that whenever, in the opinion 
of tlie Executive Council. the financial condition of the ASSO- 
ciation \vi11 warrant the same. the JOC.RS.\L may be published 
bi-nionthly or montlily. 

SEC. 2. The annual subscriptioil for the JOL-RS.\L shall 
be two dollars: Provided that whenever the JOCRHAL of the 
.Association shall Ix published bi-monthly, the annual sul>scrip 
tion shall be two dollars antl fifty cents: and provided further, 
that whenever it  shall be published monthly. the annual sub- 
scription shall be three dollars. 

.\I1 sul~scriptions shall be paid in advance. 

.ARTICLE S. 

T H E  EDITOR. 

The Editor shall edit the JOVRSAL and such other docu- 
nietits as may from time to  time be published by the .Associa- 
tion. In the performance of this duty he shall be subject t a  
the supervision of the Esecutive Council. to whom he shall be: 
directly responsible. 

d 
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ARTICLE XI. 

THE SECRETARY AND TREASURER. 
The duties of the Secretary and Treasurer shall be such 

as usually devolve upon such officers. He shall keep a journal 
of the proceedings of the Association, and a separate record 
of the proceedings of the Executive Council. He shall gen- 
erally be the organ of the Association in matters of finance, 
business and correspondence. 

In the performance of these duties he shall be subject to 
the supervision of the Executive Council, to whom he shall 
be directly responsible. The books, papers and accounts per- 
taining to this office shall always be subject to examination 
by the Council. At each regular annual meeting he shall sub- 
mit a report showing the financial condition of the Associa- 
tion at the time. After the close of each fiscal year of the 
Association (which shall be considered as identical with the 
calendar year) and prior to the annual meeting he shall sub- 
mit to the Council a detailed report of the business transac- 
tions of his office during the preceding twelve months. This 
report shall show: The cash on hand at the beginning of the  
fiscal year: the receipts and expenditures during the  year; the 
cash on hand at the close of the fiscal year; the assets of the 
Association; the outstanding obligations or' the .\ssociation ; 
the membership in the various classes at the beginning of the 
year and the gains and losses in the same during the year; 
and such other matters as may be called for by the Council. 
He shall also make such additional reports at such times and 
upon such subjects as the Executive Council may desire. 

ARTICLE XII. 
This Constitution shall go into effect upon 

the day of its adoption, and amendments made to the same 
shall be effective on the date of their adoption. 

SEC. 2. Although life memberships are no longer con- 
tempfated, such as are in existence a t  the time of the a d o p  
tion of this Constitution shall continue to exist under the same 
conditions as originally granted. 

SECTION 1 .  
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ARTICLE XIII. 

ALTERATION OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

SECTION 1. The Constitution may be amended by a two- 
thirds vote of the regular, active members present or properly 
represented by proxy, a t  an annual meeting of the Association. 
Proposed alterations shall be furnished the Secretary in writ- 
ing, signed by five or more members, not less than four months 
prior to the meeting at  which they are to be acted upon. The 
Secretary, under the direction of the Executive Council. shall 
publish such proposed alterations to the Association not less 
than three months prior to said meeting. 

ARTICLE SIV 

VICE-PRESIDESTS. 

The Vice-presidents shall represent the Executive Council 
at their respective stations and in their respective states. They 
shall endeavor to keep active and alive the Branch .4ssociations 
under their jurisdiction by means of correspondence and visits 
with the members thereof; shall assist the Executive Council in 
organizing Branch .Associations and shall submit suggestions 
regarding the Association. Whenever present a t  any meeting 
of the Executive Council they shall be members thereof. 

. ~ R T I C L E  SV. 
BR.\SCH ASSOCIATIOXS. 

SECTIOS 1. Branch .I\ssociations of the United States 
Cavalry Association may be organized at each station where 
there are cavalry officers of the regular service stationed and 
in each State, Territory and the District of Columbia having 
cavalry belonging to the organized militia. 

Each Branch Association shall elect a President 
and Secretary and such other officers as it deems necessary to 
successfully conduct the affairs of the Branch Association. 

SEC. 2. 
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SEC. 3. .All correspondence from the Esecutive council 
io members belonging to Branch .\ssociations shall be addressed 
through the Secretary. 

The Branch Association shall meet from time to 
time to read essays. papers, etc.. and to discuss matters pertain- 
ing to the Vnited States Cavalry .\ssociation. I t  shall be the 
duty of the Branch -issociatiom to solicit articles for publica- 
tion in the J O ~ R K A L :  to obtain prosies or the votes or opinions 
of the members on any matter that may be brought before the 
Association and forward the same to the Secretary. .Any 
proposition submitted by the Branch .-\ssociation to the Esecu- 
tive Council looking to increased efficiency may be submitted 
by the. Esecutive Council to other Branch :\ssociations for 
opinion and vote. 

SEC. 4. publisher’s Slotices. 
d 

ROYAL TYPEWRITER. 
The Ordnance Department of the United States Army 

has adopted a desk for field service that is remarkable for its 
compactness, convenience and adaptability for the purpose. 
When closed it is about the size and shape of an ordinary 
trunk; when opened it becomes a completely equipped desk, 
with compartments for maps, ink, paper books, documents, 
and provision is made for a typewriter. 
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. . T h e  typewriter shown in the illustration is a Royal 
Standard, and the field desks are built to accomodate this 
make of machine. Because of its light weight, compact form 
and simple and strong construction, t h e  Royal Typewriter 
is considered the most satisfactory machine for field service, 
and the same qualities recommend it for gzneral office use. 

Attention is invited to the advertisement of the Royal 
Typewriter Company, which appears for the first time in 
this issue. T h e  Royal is recommended as a very strong, 
reliable, efficient machine. It is “standard ” in every way, 
having completely visible writing. universal keyboard and 
all other necessary features of the up-to date typewtiter. 
I ts  price, $65. is another very attractive feature. 

The  Royal is finding much favor with the various Govern- 
ment Departments a t  Washington. 

The 

Cavalry 

Journal 

Advertiser I 

hall grown with 

each ienue. 

O Q Q  

Readers will confer a 

favor if they mention 

THE CAVALRY JOURNAL 

when they write. 
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ATjDewriter Proprsition for U, SI Army OIIieers 

We know there are many ofecers in command of troops, companiea and 
batteries (ae well ae student otticere) who need typewrite- and would 
like to own them but are unable to do so bemum of the high price and 
unfavorable terme demanded by most typewriter cornpenlee. 

To soeb Men W e  are A d d d t  This Proporition 

S T A N D A R D  THE ROYAL TYPEWRITER 
Price $65.00 

In tbe cdmplest atrongeat and moat pmctlcal typewriter m d t t b e  Ideal machine for 
sue 10 &e SurlOn or the field. It  b a nuehlne *at yon a u  d e  auyahere. eveu to 
che ma6t remota s(.tIon In the ewlce *u from the rem? shnp and be ebeolutely 
mruln thatlt wlll erne p u  Ialthfnlly. hay d e r  day rltbout a hlkh or a breakdown. 
The Fbyd doaen’t bare a lot ot“frIlla”-they have &en lelt off purposely to mate It 
monger and mom emelent. RUL I t  does have many q d l l e s  that an? extremely 
important to che army omcer. Here M mme of them. 

$G&) ‘%%d I d. QU et &tiom anVLi ht TO&. Qulck- 

Ikolnte RelhbllHy a d  Extreme Donbllll).. Corn Iota Vl;lble Writlng 
Llght W e v t  (Po&il ! and Corn act Form 

m-n~r. &unto Paper Fed .  l l ~ i r r t  mlfodlng r o w  (10 to 
91 Sood Carboar) 

II 011 warn havlnu a t d t e r  bullt to order you could not mpeclfy a maeblue hetler 
mfM to yoor needo E n  the Royal. and the prloe of your made-border macblne 
aoald be e v e n 1  tlmes the Royal’a p r l a  

THIS IS  WHAT WE OFFER 
Tbe dlpl*rt  stramps1 and =ant prarclal writer made-at a prlrr (La1 n p n u n l s  
a very F a  isv1.g 01 w n a  eamb ea y e a - J B t r s r t d ,  o. u r n s  (bat bring ~t r l tb le  tbc 
rueb e eveq o h r e r  sendem1 o h r .  
Bend the coopon. or wrlte a letter to oor Sea  York onlw md yon? lnqul all1 be 
pmmptly forwarded to onr reprerentstlve nearert yon. W; have oflmand%alen In 
all puta of che world. 

ROYAL TYPEWRITER co., . lloll M, mi T- N ~ , I I .  Y. 
h’iame - _____ . - - - - - 

Position 

A d d r a  

ROYAL TYPEWRITER CO.. W o r k  
Send me lnformatfoo rezudlog amy carmr w .dreNaad.ln (he U. 8. C.prlry Joorod. 

ou have your 
own command Y -your teeth. 

Keep up efficiency-be always 
teady for action by using 

- Cleans thoroughly and delightfully, 
preserves by its antiseptic and germici- 
dal action-polishes both teeth and 
gold work without scratching. 
Ribbon Dental Cream not only destroys 
decay-germs when - used but also keeps 
the mouth in the sweet, clean, non-acid 
condition that counteracts germ growth. 

Delicious in Flavor 
Its use is a pleasure-none of the 

“druggy” taste of the ordinary dentifrice. 

i 
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~NICKEBBOCKER 

Wrlst Watches. 

i KNICKERBOCKER WATCH CO., 
192 Brndway NEW YORK 

€i$ner 
Clotbin@ and 
Uniforms 
Rd B a t  n. 3. 

WE ARE FULLY PREPARED 
TO SUPPLY YOUR 

every merchandise need. A complete line of the beet goode constantly in 
stock at the low& mica. 

- a 
Dry Goods, Shoes, Millinery, 
Furniture. Carpets, Rugs, Lad- 
ies' and Men's Ready-to=Wear, 
Fine Furnishings, Queensware, 
Drawing Instruments, etc., etc. 
An excludve prees Making Department. 

- 

h 
Mail Odere from m y  military poet in America promptly and properly filled 

dppkationr @ for a0 open account will be favorably considered. 

WOOLFE & WINNIO, 
Cor. 6th and Delaware. LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS. 

49 rdu &#+ * ckuby  / . I d  i frm il0)nr -#. 

S CAVALRY JOURNAL ADV~RTISER 

JOHN G. HAAS,! 
Washington, 

D. C. 
1808 F Atreet. 

1811. 

Lancaster, 
Pa. 

__ - __ - 
a-78. 

ALL CLOTH USED I N  UNIPORMS I 8  OF MY OWN IMPORTATION 
A N D  I GUARANTEE SATISFACTION. 

The Latest Novelties in Civilian Dress. 
Sample8 and Roles for Yeaaariag Sent on Application. 
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&aerww 
Standard 
Typewriter 

Incorporate every desired feature of 
all  other machines into ONE and com- 
pare it feature with feature. working 
part with working par t ,  and the 
UNDER WOOD will stand out 
eupemor. 

It permits of the greatest latitude of 
work-does more andbetter work per given 
effort and admits of the greatest speed. 

“The Machine Yon Will Eventually Buy” 
I I 

I Underwood Typewriter go. I 
I r I N C O R P O R A T E D r I  

CAVALRY JOURNAL ADVERTISBR t 

What is a Visible Typewriter? 
Writ ing  in  s igb t  i s  part of  it. Keyboard in s igbt  i s  t b e  o tber  part. 
It i s a s  impor tan t  t h a t  you see wbat  you do as to see w h a t  you bave  
done. T h e  key-for every-character  keyboard of the easy action, 
l igbt  r a o n i n g  MODEL No. 10 

Smith Pr-rnier 
makes  i t  t b e  only t r a l y  visible wr i t ing  machine. 

7 14 Delaware Street, KANSAS CITY, MO. 

The Armv National Bank 
OF FORT ~EAVENWORTH,  KANSAS. 

CHARTER NO. 8796. 

Commenced Business July 16, 1907. 
CAPITAL, - - - $25,000.00. 
SURPLUS AND PROFITS, - 7,500.00. 

This ]Bank eolicita the bueiuess of the entire Army. Our checka are 
par everywhere 88 they are “payable in &tern exchange if desired.” -- 1 

E. A. KELLY, F+mldeat. P. 6. JOHNSON, VicsReridmt. 
M. A. PRZYBYLOWICZ, Caabiw. 

Endorse your pay voocher. “Placa tu my credit with 

THE ARMY NATIOWAL BAWK,” Fort Leavenwortb, Kan. 
A d ~ U u ~ J d 6 f p n b m 6 n t i m a U v h m n H U l n g .  
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SUMMER CATALOGUE No. 847 
Regardless of where You may be Stationed. Alaska or 

the Phlllppines will show you everythlng In 

O U T D O O R  

LIFE GOODS 
A t  oar Usual Special 

Prices to Officers 

Bathing Suits, Hammocks, Golf, 
Lawn Settees, Fishing Tackle. 

121 6- 121 8 KANSAS CITY, MO. CRANDAVE. 
710t0718 

MAIN ST. . 

B L I  CK EN S D E R F E  B ALUlINUIU TYPEWRITER 
Very Light and Portable. 

Especially adapted to uses of tlie Military 
Writers becauseof ita Portability, Visibile Writing. 
Interchanb%bable Typm. Strength and Simplivity. 

UNIVERSAL OR SCIENTIFIC KEYBOARD. 

Bllckensderfer Mfg. Co. Stamford, Conn. 
SEND FOR OATALOQUE A-7 

OFFICE S U P P L I E S  
When you order OFFICE SUPPLIES from as you are aa- 
s u r d  of High Quality, Prompt Delivery and Fair Prices. 

WOOD AND STEEL OFFICE FURNITURE. 
Wrlfe lor our Supply Catalogue. 

Sam1 Dodsworth Book Go., 
s21-23-28 IkLw8re streets LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS. 

CAVALRY IOURNAL ADVERTISER. I 

UNIFORMS 
For all OtYIcers 

bamples end Self Measuremenis 
Blanks sent on Request. 

EQUIPMENTS 
Finest Made 

--- 

Price LIsts on Request 

MEYER’S MIL1 TAR Y SHOP, 
1231 Pa. Ave., N. W. Washlngton, D. C. 

WHITTEMORE’S POLISHES 
Tho a d a t  and Largeat Manufaoturera of Shoe Po1irh.r In tbe World 

-0- 119 VAXuETY! FINEST m eu- I 

b 



1 0  CAVALRY JOURNAL ADVERTISER. 
. .  
WE CARRY THE BEST 

AS IN PATTERNS, 

BUT THE BEST. 
So i o  everything,  we are eetieded with noth ing  . 

I THE 'BIC STORE I 
Hae for yeare enjoyed a liberal petrooage from army ciwlee. We am prepared 
at a moment's notice to supply any furniehiogs for the Home, or any Drese 
requirement. With our Fifty-Four Departments, all supplied with the 
latest in their several lines, we are ready for any emergency. 

Mail orders from any point in the United States will receive prompt 
attention. 

HENRY ETTENSON & SONS DRY GOODS CO. 
LEAVENWORTH, KAN. Fifth and Cherokee Sts. 

THE STORE OF QUALITY 

Far Over Thirty Years! 
We invite you to an inspection of our 

new Fall stock of Dress Goods 
Siks. Wash Goods, all lines of 
Ready-to-Wear Garmeny includ- 
ing "Sampeck" Clothes for Boys, 
Floor Rugs, Carpets, Linoleum, 
Curtains and Curtain Materials. 

The 66flelu Ebbitt," 
Washington, D. C. 

. 

Army and Navy 
Headquarters... 

Under  new management  and 
entirely remodeled, redecora- 
ted  a n d  refurnished tbrougb- 
oat, cateriug directly to mcm- 
bere of t h e  service and offer- 
i n g  the re6oementr  of a 
Rtrictly drat-clam hotel. 

11 CAVALRY JOURNAL ADVERTISER. 

20% DISCOUNT TO U.. 5. A. OFFICERS. 

LATEST REGULATION 
(6olld NlcLle.) 

THC ENGLISH POLO 

WHlTYAN 
POLO AND HUNTING 

5 W A I I  Pigskin Puttee, A I  Quality per Pair - $6 00- 
(We export thb Putlee to England, !knee  and G e ~ N O y . )  

The W h l t m a n  O f f l c e r ' s .  c o m p l e t e  - $20. $22 $25 27 and 33 
The Whltman Polo com lete, - -'_ - - - - -  - *- - - -  $35. $30. i2g: 
The English Polo. bompgte. 

We m.oufaclure every type of nsddle and #addle-tree and are the sole makern of the 
celebrated Whltman. the lauer In mme seventy-floe dlfferent style@. Our laclory Is the most 
modern equlpped and the oolp one In the world producing nolblna but uestrlnn suoda 
Everything trum **saddle to spar.** El pdea, q u o d  
subject 10 above dhwuut 

~ ~ ~ u s t r a ~  camlog ~ree. 

The YEHLBACH SADDLE CO. Successon, to Whitmen Saddle Co. 
108 D Chambers St.. New York Clty. 

SERVICE %!!!,5%fr Boots, Shoes and lemins, _ _  
SHOEB 

902 Tan Stuffed Rursln ('all Mrvlce.. . - -  
Illorher; ... ........ .$4.00 

160; Tan I<ursla C'aIl &?vi& Illucaer.. 4.m 
36; Tan o i l  ciralo UoublemleBlueher ti.:@ 

EOOTS 

5w Blark (inn blet8.l ('all Stlff-IRg 
Regulallon h l a  ......... .)18.00 

110n Boom .................. IY .00  

t)ooD ......................... 11.100 

Boou .................. I P . 0 8  

373 Tan Kuasia Calf SliF.IAg Itegula- 
S72 R h k  Calf StllT-Lee R ~ U l a t l o n  

515 Black a l l  tolt-Lee Resul8llon 
Tbe"Cammeyer" Pony Boot.trees. $3.W 

LEQG1ll)O 

. 
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WITH POSITIVE LOCK 
The Kind the Government Buys 

SIX SHOTS. 
FINISH: Full Blod. Robber S t o c k s . 1  
WEIGHT: With b+inch Barrel 4U 02. 

LENGTH OYER ALL: 103 iodes. 

Qtaky of a!l Colt Yedeb srrt on mad. n 
REVOLVERS AUTOMATIC PISTOLS 
AUTOMATIC GUNS GATLING GUNS 

W PATEST 
!bl FU. HARTFORD, 

CONN.. U. S. A. 
COLT’S FIRE ARMY - -- - 

Uncle Sam Says: 

“Wurlitzer Nusical Instruments are O.K.” 
For 52 years Wurliteer Musical Instruments 

We Supply the United States Government. 
Hunclreals of priwn m t  in hnlf this p a r :  $100 Cor- 

nets, only 6.50: $20 Cornets, only 610; &.So Trombont-s, 
only $25; §loo Violin Oiittits, only W; 9-33 Violin Out- 
fits, only $10; S?5 Guitar and Mandolin Outfits, only 
$12.513. Free course of mimic lrssoos with each instru- 
ment. Many other rare opportunities in Band Instru- 
mcntn, Tulking Machinee. Old Violins, Pianos and erery- 
thing musical. Easy nmnthly payments. Sheet Music 
and inatructioo books at Iialf. 

have been the World’s Standard. 

Blg new C a u l m e  of Yurlal Instromen(r and FR€€f rupplios. profwciy illeatrr-. A l s o  mc piece of 
new mmlc FREE. if you menUoo the lnrrrnment you am lowrated 
le wlltetoday. 

& 
THE RWDOLPH WURLITZER eo. 
CINCINNATI, 117 to 121 E. Fowth. CHICAQO. i88-288 Wabuh. 

I 

CAVALRY JOURNAL ADVERTISER. 

Llubt 
Weight 

S18,OO Plain Work, no Lining, 
American Goode. - 

TWO PIECE OLIVE DRAB 
m 
r 

n e w  l+bt 
Heigbt Welgbt 

$38,00 Beet Work, full L i n i n g ,  
Iniported Goods. - 

3 
I We have many other qualities to offer. 

Sampiee wi l l  be forwarded upon request. 

. -  

a#& SO. 

763 
766 Tan Calf Boots ...... * ................ 12.00 
762 All Enamel Leather Boote ...... 12.00 

Black Calf BOO- .................. 0 12.00 

%? 
31 2 Tan Calf Slngle Sole, Blucher 

3 1 4  Heavy Tan Calf Laced or  Blu- 

3 1 I Tan Calf, Bluoher Cut. Plain Toe 

Cut ... :.. ............................. 6.00 

cher. Double‘Sole .............. 

When ordering Boob.  klndly 61 
of Boot or  ehoe now belng worn, aleo calf 
measure over rldlng bre 

Sixth A v e n u e  and Nlneteenth Street. NEW YORK. 

n ~ ~ p r A c  C o r a l ~ J o u ~ y y o o R u n t i o n Q ~ h c n ~ .  
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For 
Chicago 
and 

East 
La Salle Station 

T H f  CHICAGO TERMINAL OF ROCK ISUND LINES 
is nearest the heart of the city, and the only 
station in Chicago on the elevated railroad loop. 
It is within easy walking distance of all the prin- 
cipal hotels and the businessand shopping district. 

I t  is the newest, most commodious and most 
completely equipped station in Chicago. There 
is ample room. 

T h e  handsome and convenient women’s parlor. 
with maid. nearby telepraphand telephone booths, 
baggage and parcel rooms, and a most excellent 
restaurant, patronized regularly by many of Chi- 
cago’s prominent business men-these and other 
features make the Rock Island’s LaSalle station 
a model of its kind. 

On your next trip East take the Rock Island 
and land in LaSalle Station-you will then know 
the comfort of a wise choice of routes. Several 
fast, well equipped daily trains to Chicago. 

Time tables and information on request. 

City Office 424 Delaware St. 
LEAVENWORTH. 

No. IS0 Elther Phone 
, 

1. M. ALLEN, 
General Agent. 

-7 
0 

CAVALRY J OURNAL ADVERTISER. IS 

Our Service The Best 
Whether you travel for the benefit of the service 
or for your own pleasure, you will find Santa Fe 
service closely approaches the military ideal of 
perfection. 

On Your Next Trip 
Travel Santa Fe 

Which is under one management from Chicago 
to California, El Paso, Galveston and Denver. 
Then you will have Pullmans to rest in and live 
on Harvey meals. 

dr 

Send for copies of “ California” 
Limited”and “Titan of Chasms.” 
Their perusal will prepare you 
for the good things you’ll get 
when you do travel. 

E. E. HOOK, Oeneral Agent. 
Both Phones No. 11). 

428 Delaware Street. LEAVENWORTH. KAN. 

B. W. 8SlUBE.Pm.  J. 8. ATWWU. Woe-I‘m. C. W. SXYUBE. V i a - P n r  C. B . S S Y D I O , b b .  

United State0 Depe8itory) Lumwm 
County Deporitory 

{ S City t a t Depeeitory e De por I tory. 

Capital, $ I O 0 , O O O . O O .  Surplus and Profits, $75,000.00 

DIBECTOLIS: 
E. W. 8n der C. W. Snyder John D. Edmond F. Wulfeknbler He0 W. M a l  &hn H. Atwood C h r  B Snyder LonL Vandemhaddr 
SAFETY DEPOSIT BOXES FOR RENT Intoroot paid on MW D.peJtr 

rrwiuhap r)r GoJrr l e w u r i f  p ncaah LI when wiby. 4 

c 
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BIIIiard malm fbr private home awe a SpecRaUy. 
The table M illamtrsted above haa our BpeRotee that it ie equal to 

any of our SOOm tables for phyiw p a w .  Thie table esn be had 
in a 84 x 7  sire at$86.00; 8x6 tabb $86M). 

B meane of the adjustable taswhich we mp ly. it ie readily con- 
v e d i n t o  a handaome Dihiog or. tpary Table, aofd on 9 payments 

Catd 
We w T d 1  book ehowinp; 100 new shots on receipt d 

cltrl- ~OII omna ftee on np~tea8#osn.  

lrvDI Eaam h ma hl.dphCLtlar &uehRsB B(llqPmsee,awmamy dRde 

e &owing different mm of tables on appliahon. 

Bruns wick--Balkei -Collender Co. I' 

I 
We can SBCure 

*Y 
Ib6ilitary Book 

for  OIL 

I 
Y 
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GEO. A . - K E S S L E R  & GO. 
SOLE illlpoRfzRs 

NEW YORK AND SAN FRANCISCO. 

L , .  . 
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BOOK D E P A R T M E N T  

This Department was organized for the purpose 
of procuring for our Members and Subscribers the 
best and latest bfilitary Works at the lowest practi- 
cable cost. With this Object in view, arrangements 
have been made to act as the special. general or sole 
agents of certain publishers, and to procure the 
lowest terms possible with others. 

We are in touch with the Service Schools and 
have access to the catalogs of all Military Pub- 
lishers and are thereby prepared to secure any 
Military Book that is in print or to advise as to 
the best books on any special subject of a military 
nature and +s to their cokt. 

SUBSCRIPTIOS AGENCY. 
For the benefit of our Members and Subscrlbere. the 

U. S. Cavalry Assoclatioa has arraaged to p b  subscriptioas 
for any foreign or domestic periodical. 

Particular attention pald to securing the best terms pos- 
slble on ell Military publications. 

As low rates of eubscriptioa as those given by any repu- 
table Subscrlptho Agency guaranteed. 

e- 

NOTICE: 
We mad all bodm by prepaid cnproa~ where posslbk. 

We will aotbe respoadblefor books Saipped by ordinary mdl. 
If the purdaser 80 desire& boob wlll be forwarded by r01 
gistwed mall, for whwl the fee of ten teats wlll be cbagod 
extra. 

b 

J 



J U S T  O U T !  

T A C T I C S  
-BY- 

C O L O N E L  B A L C K ,  
6 I e t  Infantry,  Germnn Army,  

Authorized Translation 
BY 

W A L T E R  K R U E G E R ,  
First Lieut. r3d Infantry. 0. S. Army. Instructor Army Semire Schools 

VOLUME I. 
INTRODUCTION AND FORMAL TACTICS OF INFANTRY 
An epitome of the interpretation and application of tactical principles in 

the various armies of the world, amplified by numerous examples from military 
history. Fourth completely revised edition. embracing the lessons learned 
from the Boer War and the Rrser-Japane8e War. 

SYNOPSIS OF SUBJECT M A T T E R  : 
I.-Organintlon and Equipment. IX-The .Ittack. 

11.-The Formadona X.-The Attack on an Enemy Deployed for 
IIL-The Power of the Flrearm8 and E X p  

dlent. for Ylnimlalng Lacs. 
A.-The Power of Fleld ArIillery. 
R-Inhntry Fire. 

Defence. 
XI.-The Defense. 

XU.-The Retreat. 
XI'I*--ConWn1ng Actions. 1V.-The Employment of Infantry Firs. 

VI.--Y.chine OOM Forelgo Regulaclona 
YIL-Xnhntry ?ernus Cavalry. 

V.--Deployments for Actloo. XIV.-The Infantry Combnt according l o  

XV.-Erpendlture and Supply of Ammunl. 

Printed on excellent paper, in clear type, and bound in cloth. Contains 
VIXL-Infmtry 00- Artillery. 1100. 

over 550 pages with many plates in the text. 

P u m . i s n m s  AND GBNBPAL AGENTS- 

U. S. CAVALRY ASSOCIATION, Ft. Leavenworth, Kan. 
Price : $3.00 postpaid. 

Thia book is to be used at the Arm Setvice Schools and should be in the 
library of every oaEcer of the Regular k y  and Militia who desires to gain a 
working knowledge of Tactics. 

Tlaa editba b limifcrd, tberefore get your order In NOW. 

. 

BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

Cavalry Tactics 

As IIlustrated by the War of the Rebellion 

-TOGETHER- 

. With Many Interesting Facts 

Important for Cavalry to Know. 

By Captain ALONZO GRAY, - Fourteenth Cavalry. 

P R R T  I .  

Part I of the above entitled book is now out. I t  is 
reported, by one of our highest military experts, to  be the 
best work of its kind ever published. 

Tbis part will be issued bound in cloth or paper as de- 
sired so that those so desiring can have the two parts bound 
together when the second part is issued. 

Price, in Cloth, $1.50; Price. in Paper, $1.25. Po*aid. 
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MILITARY WORKS PUBLISHED BY THE U, S. CAVALRY ASSOCIATION 
-+- 

T H E  R I F L E  I 'N W A R  

BY CAPTAIN H ENRY E. EAM ES, Tenth U. S. Infnntty .  
Ir(structor Departqent of Military Art, Army Service Scb,oo:s. 

Second Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 333 pages. 

Illustrated by Numerous Cuts and Many Tables. 

Authorized Text Book. 

PRICE, $2.00, Postpaid. 

-+- 

NOTES ON F I E L D  A R T I L L E R Y .  
(For Officers of All Arms ) 

BY CAPTAIN OLIVER L. SPAULDING, JR. 
F$th FieZu? A rtiZZery. 

This little book is an expansion and re- 
arrangement of a course of lectures given by 
Captain SPAULDING in the U. S. Infantry and 
Cavalry School, and has been prepared for pub- 
lication in its present form at the suggestion 
of Major JOHN F. MORRISON, General Staff, 
Senior Instructor Department of Military Art. 

Bound in Cloth with 2 Maps and Pocket..$l.tB 

BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

Military Topoaraphy. a 
A TEXT BOOK ON 

M.4P READING, 
TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEYING, 

RAPID MILITARY SKETCHING, 
RECONNAISSANCE REPORTS. 

BY - - 
Captain C. 0 SHERRILL, Corps of Engineers, U. S, Army 

Instructor Department of Engineering at the A r m y  Service Schools. 

350 pages, over 1 5 0  plates, maps and drawnings. 
printed in large type and well bound in heavy cloth. 

Well 

A practical work that can be readily understood by 
officers and non-commissioned officers who desire to perfect 
themselves in these important subjects. 

- 
Adopted:- a Text Book at tk, Army sorvlce scbo04. 



BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

C A V A L R Y  I N  P E A C E  A N D  W A R  
BY GENERAL V. BERNHARDI. 

The Latest Work by that Celebrated 

Authority on the use of Cavalry in War. 

Translated by Major G. T. M. Bridges, D. S. O., Fourth 
Dragoon-Guards, with a Preface by General Sir John 
French, G. C. B., G. C. V. 0. 

Autbdzad T m t h .  Price $2.29. Postpaid. 

P&lbkd by the U. S. CAVALRY ASSOCIATION. Feit Leaveowofth, Kart. 

BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

MILITARY WORKS PUBLISHED BY THE U, S. CAVALRY ASSOCIATIOIJ 

individual and Combined Military Sketching 
BY CAPT. EDWIN T. COLE, 8i;cth 0. 8. Infantry, 

CAPT. EDWARD R. STUART, Corps of Engineers, U. 5. A. 

+AND+ 

An upto-date work which gives the very latest methods of making 
military contoured maps, as taught at the School of the Line and the StaE 
College at Fort Leavenworth. and adopted by the Department of Practical 
Military Engineering at the U. S. Military Academy. 

-- 

“ H O R S E S  A N D  R I D I N G ”  SOLDIER’S SCORE BOOK 
BY EDWARD L. ANDERSON. 

-AUTHOR OF- 

(( ModeA Horsemanship,” “ Curb SnaHe and Spur,” 
“Vice in the Horse,” etc., etc. 

- PUBLISHED BY- 

0. S C A V W  -l’leW, Fsrt l e a V ~ o f t b 9  Ianm 

FOR 

U. S. MAGAZINE RIFLE 
Model 1903. Model I@ Ammunition. 

BY CAPT. CHARLES E. STODTER, Ninth U. 8. Cauulry. 
COUUTH EDITION ( IIEVIMD) 

A handy score book of a suitable size for the pocket. 
It has the targets drawn to scale, with vertical lines 

showing the change made by moving the rear sight one or 
more points, and the horizontal lines show the change caused 
by moving the sight up or down. It contains directions for 
use and suggestions and instructions. 

PRICE, 10s (wt. 



' -  BOOK DEPARTMENT. I 
A Study in Troop Leading 

+-- A N D -4 

Management of the Sanitary Service in w a r  
By MAJOR JOHN F. MORRISON, General Staff, .U. S. A. 

MAJOR EDWARD L. MUKSON, Medical Corps, U. S. A. 

This book is intended to illustrate at once, under assumed conditions of 
battle, the leading of troops and the management of a sanitary service coijrdi- 
ante therewith. and thereby give some idea of the inter-dependent and de- 
tailed operations of the tactical and sanitary mechanism of a large military 
unit in modern war. 

-AND- 

PRICE, BOUND IN CLOTH, $1.2.5, Net. 

Agent : The U, S. CAVALRY ASSOCIATION, Ft. ~evresrortb, Kansas 

I Military Memoirs of a Confederate 

BY GENERAL E. P. ALEXANDER.  

j "The greatest of all books dealing with the Civil War." 

I A critical Military History of all the campaigns of the 
i 

I 
i 

Army of Northern Virginia and also that of Chickamauga. in 

all of which the author was an active participant. 

j 
i i Agent: U. S. Cavalry Association. Price, $400. 

BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

So7e f l g e n t  .for t/Le United SL-ates . 

FOR THE GERMAN OFFICIAL ACCOUNT 
OF THE- 

Russo-Japanese War- 1 
Authorized Translation By KARL VON DONAT. 

VOL. I.-"THE YALU." (Nine Appendices and Six .Vaps.) 
VOL II.-** WA-FAN-GOU." ( Four Appmdic:s and Efevcn Maps.) 
VOL lIL-"THE BATTLE OF LIAO-YAS." 
VOL IV.-*'THE SCHA-HO." 
VOL V.-"RAID O S  YIN-KOU AND BATTLE OF SAX-DE-PU." 

( W Z ? ~  V O f .  Of W Z U ~ ~ S . )  

Volumes I ,  I I  aod 111, $3.25 eacb. Volume IV, 84.00. Volume V, $3.00. 
HUGH REES, Ltd., Loodoa. 

-ne Best dccarnt of this Wnr yet Asb1ished.- 

The U. S. Cavalry Association is Special Agent for the 

following and other Military Books published by 

HUGH REES, Ltd., London. 
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BOOK DEPARTMENT. NON-COMMISSIOKED OFFICERS’ MANUAL 

By Captain JAS. A. MOSS, 24th Infantry 
SON-COMJIISSIOK‘ED OFFICERS’ JIXNUAL” 

Is to the Son-commissioned Officer what 
Officers’ Manual is to the Officer. 

T h e  SOVL of this book consists of the condensed and collated experi- 
ences of over tifty ( 5 0 )  old and experiecced noti.commissioned officers. 

Officers’ Manual I 

Tk WHAT’S WHAT of the &my. 

By Captain JAMES A. MOSS, 24th Infantry. 
The Cheapest Military Book Ever Sold in this Country, 525 pages 

Price. $1.50. postpaid. 
THIRD EDITION, REVISED A N D  ENLARGED. 

I.  WHAT has experience shown to be the best way to command a 
company. and also the best method of regulating the administration of a post? 

WHAT reports, returns, estimates and requisitions are rendered 
by. and what are the usual duties of company commanders. adjutants, quarter- 
masters, commisseries, aides-de-camp. recruiting officers, etc.? When ar t  the 
=ports submitted. what blank forms are used, what Army Regulation para- 
graphs and War Department orders bear on the subject, etc.? 

WHAT are the usual dutiesof company and other non-commissioned 
officars? 

WHAT is the present organization of the Amy, and what is the 
meaning of such expressions as “Rank and File.” “Field and Staff,” “The 
Lme,” ”Field OScers,” etc.? 

WHAT does ao officer do upon joining his regiment-how does he 
report for duty, what report does he make. etc. 1 

WHAT are the *customs of the service.” social and obcial? 
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A Llberal Dleoount on Ordere of IO or More Copies 

PRIVATES’ M A N U A L  
By Captain JAS. A. MOSS, 24th Infantry 

I 

PRIVATES’ MANUAL is to the  Private what NON-COM- 
MISSIOSED OFFICERS‘ MANUAL is to the 

Non-commissioned Officer. 

Prioe, SO Cent#, Poetpaid. 
A Llberel Dlsoount on Ordere of SO or More Coplee. 

THE STORY OF A TROOP MESS 
By Captain JAS. A. MOSS, 24th Infantrp. 

Any otganization commander who will but follow the simple system 
herein described. will have an economical and successful mess. 

Rules and regulations for the government of the Mess Sergeant, the cooks 
and the Kitchen Police. and also recipes, sample bills of fare and practical 
suggestions on individual field cooking. are given. 

P r h  75 Cente. Poaprld. 
These and hundreds of other questions of a practical, worth- 
knowing nature are answered in ‘‘ OFFICERS’ MANUAL.” 

1 

THE MOSS-DALTON COMPilNY RECORDS The First Edition (1600 Copies), Lasted Four Months, 
and the Second (MOO Copies). Twelve Months. 

For weby nearly dl Past la the U d t d  states, Alulu, 
Ibb ad ?be nnwaiian lslmnd& 

Designed by 
Captain JAS. A. MOSS, 24th Infantry, and 
Captain HARRY F. DALTON, 16th Infantry . I  

I 

I 
1 A set of modern. up-to-date books embodying advanced ideas in record keeping 

PRICES : 
, with 75 leayes p r  book. &.&: extra 

loose leaves 75c per b u A d 2  individual set ‘6)  covers with n n g s  6oc per set, and 
gxforator, soc (for those who wish to keep Descriptive Lists, Summary Coutt 

Individual books $1 00 

ecords and other records in Moss-Dalton c o v e s )  

GENERAL AGECQCY: U. S. Cavalry Association, Ft. m m t b ,  w. 
PtHUPPIME ABEMCY: Post Exehuge, Fort Wm. YeKIeley. 

PRICE, 82.60, Postpaid. 
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. Questions on Field Service Regulations 
-BY- 

Captain HOLLAND RUBOTTOM, Ninth Cavalry 
__ 

A series of questions which are intended 2s an aid to 
the study of the Field Service Regulations. The questions 
are arranged so as to conform to the headings of the text. 
It is divided into thirty lessons, any one of which can be 
readily learned at a sitting without undue mental effort. 

General Agent: THE U. 5. CAVALRY ASSOCIATION. 

w e  7s cents, poetpald. Special Price on Large Orders. 

"This work includes in an appendix a list of examination questions given 
the classes of the Garrison Schools in Field Service Regulations in December, 
tgxq a very fair sample of the kind of examination to be expected." 

VALUABLE FOR OFFICERS PREPARING. FOR EXAMINATION ON 
T H E  SUBJECT OF FIELD SERVICE REGULATIONS. 
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A Guide for Military and Civil Offices. 
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A Million Dollars A Minute! 
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Prof. T. 9. C. Lowe. well-known scientist and in- 
ventor, head of the Lowe Ohservatow, fiftv yearsago 
organized the world% first neroonutifal cokpe for ser- 
vice in our Civil War. While up in the air watching 
the enemy at  Fair Oake, Va., lW?. a photogra her 
cau ht his picture. Prof. LOHW says that that [our 
in &e balloon was worth a nilllion dollars a minute 
to the Federal Government. Prof. Lore never s a w  
the picture until this month, when a friend showed 
it to him in one of our advertiseinente. The stor of 
liow we fount1 this picture anti 3,500 more taken L r -  
ing the Civil War and buried for tiity years, is more 
amazing than a tale of detective fictiou. 

Through the Civil War  with a Camera 
went Mathea- Brady. the photographer geniiie whoee 
studio in Sew Tork was sought by a-orld-famoue 
men and women. He took thousands of photograpbe 
showing everv phaae of the struggle. Merry making 
in cauip, IiogGrine in hospital, h i n g  in prison,epying 
on the eneiiiy, hanging the h w o l n  cons iratom, 
manning the battleships, uniehinp the Xestrter. 
drilling t h e  awkward ftpad, &ad on the 6eld o! battle, 
fi htinp in the trenches; all this heeaw on both sides 
o f  the conflict and it is here shown in this ever- 
c.hangine Danoraina of these four niomentous years. 

C. 8, C. A. 

18 Civil War Pictures FREE !I Review Heviewe of Co. 
, '  18 Aslor PI-.. N. & Send 1 0  cts. Only, for Walllnf?. 

-1 I 

I 



. _  

1 
i 

1 
I 

! 
i 

j 

I 

1 

I 
! 
I 

I 

I 

j 
1 
1 
! 
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Illoatrated Cataloplle malled Upon Reqneet 

Unitorme Altered to sooform lo tbe new regrlatioaa and promotion chargee. 
Correotaeee in detail soaranted. 

Back Numbers 
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Just OfFthe Press 
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lilitapy Nap Reading 

Adopted .for the use of the Army 
and Militia. Sirnpli5c.d and enlarged 
-1iiiproved Plates. 

U. S. Cavalry Awciah~, Agent. 
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ENTRANCE TO 
WEST POINT AND ANNAPOLIS 

P V ~ .  B. n. BRUCE, 
The Army Coach and Soldier's Frlend 

Commlsslons fmm Army and CIvll Llfe. 
WULFEKUHLER BUILDING, Leevenwonh, Kansas, U. S. A. 

The EXAMS" are held at Fort havenworth.  Why not come to Leav- 
enworth to prrprre, where board. rooms and the cost of living is much cheaper 
than i n  the Eaet? REFERENCES : U. S. A m y  Ollloem rrrrywbrre. 
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DIAMOCQDS, WATCHES, JEWELRY 8 SlL!ER 
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WE CATER ESPECIALLY TO ARMY TRADE. 
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HERMAN WITT 
G R O C E R  

Frcrb fruits and rcgetablea every day in tbe year. 

Agent for Ricbclicu Coffee Tea and their entire line of Pure Food Goods. 

DAILY DELIVERY TO FORT 

Phone0 310 and !276 504 Shawnee St. 
LEAVEN WORTH, KAN. 
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Offers every accomodation and comfort to the Omcers and Wives 
&t RATES MODERATE. JAMES KETNER, 
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ESTABLISHED 1818 

NLW VO-K. 

YFine Uniforms for Officers of the United States Army. 
TGentlemen's Furnishing Goods. 
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If You Can’t Come to the Store 

Order b y  
Mai l  

THIS store always offers the best 
attractions in worthv, depend- 

able merchandise. 

I f  your family needs new apparel, 
or your home new furnishings, and 
you find you cannot visit the store- 
send in your order by mail; it will 
receive careful attention. I f  goods 
are unsatisfactory, return at our ex- 
pense. 

KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI. 
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PSYCHOLOGY OF \V.+R.* 

BY CAPTAIN LEROY ELTFNGE, FfPTLEXTH CAVALRY.  

Part 1.t 

“A doctrine of tactics which does no t  properly appreciate the psychological 
element stagnates in lifeless pedantry.” (Balck.) 

our studies. we have seen much ahout the psychology I Nof war, but most of this has been in the nature of general 
reference to the subject, such as Sapoleon’s statement, “In 
war the moral is to the physical, as 3 to 1.” 

In our tactical problems we have been accustoqed to as- 
sume that 100 men, equals 100 men. This is essentially un- 
m e ,  and is used only because in theoretical exercises there is 
i!o other way of deciding the matter. 

“In war there is nothing more important for a leader than 
the knowledge of the effect of certain things on the l w w n  
irtind.” (Capt. Orr.) 

*Abbreviated from lectures on this subject given to the classes at the Army 
Senice Schools by Captain LeRoy. Eltinge, Fifteenth Cavalry. 

$Prepared largely from Psychology of Peoples and The Crowd, both by 
Gustave L e h  
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stress of war that the more important moral factors betray them- 
selves.” ( Capt. Orr. ) 

ones who by their heroic fighting won the battle. 

morning but returned and won a victory before night. 

I 

At Winchester, the surprised Union troops fled in the 

There are two elements that enter to make these aston- 
i 
1 
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Remembering then that poor physical or  nervous condition, pre- 
disposes to psychic phenomena, we will approach the real reason 
why the same body of troops break easily today and fight like 
heroes tomorrow, which is, that soldiers in battle have the same 
mental characteristics as  a crowd, and a crowd is easily swayed. 
On the first day the wrong influence swayed the crowd of 
soldiers. O n  that day some man said, “We are outflanked,’? 
or “The e n h y  is in our rear,” and the whole crowd ran-no 
one looked to see if the report were true,-most of. the men 
had not even heard the report, but by a sort of mental telepathy, 
they realized that the crowd was running away, and they ran 
also. They did not know why they ran, where they were run- 
ning to, and most were even unconscious that they were run- 
ning. On the next day they were just as  easily swayed. The 
right man at the right time put in the suggestion that “We 
have them going now,”-“Our other battalion is in their rear, 
and we will push them back and capture the whole outfit.”- 
“Come on, let us rush them.” Exactly the same kind of blind 
rush, which yesterday they made to the rear, is today made, 
but it is made to the front. Losses are not noticed, the col- 
lective brain of the crowd is now centered on doing damage, 
and it forgets for the time, that it is also suffering loss. When 
an officer commands on the firing line, he must realize that his 
men are just a crowd, and that they must be handled like a 
crowd, not like the calm, respectful, obedient soldier of the 
drill ground. 

SUGGESTION. 

By suggestion is meant, as far a s  we are concerned with 
the subject, the implanting of an image in men’s brains that 
will impel them to certain acts, but without direct commands. 

We know how a street faker will extol the virtues of his 
wares till we f ee l  impelled to buy, even though, if we thought 
calmly, we would know we do not want them. 

In  company one yawns. Many of the rest at once follow 
suit. 

These are examples of suggestion, one by words, the other 
by an act. 

! .  ‘ ”9 
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In neither case was there a command, and precisely for 
that reason the effect was less to be resisted. In either case a 
direct order would have failed to be effective. 

To a person in a normal state of mind the strength of the 
suggestion is dependent on the following factors: 

1. Last impression--that is, of several impressions the 
last is most likely to be acted upon. 

2. Frequency-that is, repetitions. not one after the other 
but a t  intervals separated by other impressions. 

3. Repetition-this is distinguished from frequency by 
being repetitions one after the other without having other kinds 
of impressions put in between. 

“Repetition” is one-third as powerful as ”frequency,” and 
one-fifth as powerful as “last impression.” 

4. The strongest suggestion is obtained by a combina- 
tion of “frequency” and “last impression.” 

The above conclusions are the result of a large number 
cjf laboratory espriments.  

( Sidis. ) 

PSYCHOLOGY OF CRO\VDS. 

The miritls of an aggregatiocof snldiers are influenced in 
the sanie way that the mind oi any other crowd is influenced. 

“=\nyone, taken as an individual. is tolerably sensil)le and 
reasonable. -1s a meillbr oi  a crowd he at  once becnnies a 
blockhead.” ( Schiller. ) 

In its ordinary sense the word ”cro\\tl” means a gather- 
ing of individuals of whatever nationality, profession, or sex; 
whatever be the chances that have brought them together. 
From the psychological point of view. the espression “crowd” 
assumes quite a different signification, Under certain given 
circumstances, and only under these circumstances, an ag- 
glomeration oi men, prcscrits r i m *  clmracferistics vcry different 
from those of the individuals composing it. “The sentiments 
and ideas of all the persons in the gathering take one and the 
same direction, and their conscious personality vanishes. A 
collective ntirid is formed, doubtless transitory, but presenting 
very clearly defined characteristics. The gathering has thus . 
w o m e  what, in the absence of a better expression, I will call 
an organized crowd, or a psyliological croztd. It  forms a 
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single being. and is subjected to the law of mental unity of 
crowds.” (Le Bon-“The Crowd.”) 

‘‘.A thousand individuals accidentally gathered in a public 
place without any specific object in no way constitute a psycho- 
logical croud. To acquire the special characteristics of such a . 
crowd, the influence of certain predisposing causes is necessary. 
The disappearance of conscious personality, and the turning of 
feelings and thoughts in a different direction, a r t  the primary , 
characteristics of a crowd about to become ‘organized.‘ .In 1 

entire nation, or an entire religious sect, though there may be 
no visible agglomeration, may become a crowd under the action 
cf certain influences. 

“It is well known that, in a crowd, a sudden impulse \vi11 
affect men and produce curiously concerted action. The knowl- 
edge of this  psychol lo^ of crowds’ has often been used by 
leaders of men. -After all. an army is a crowd with a common 
training, and therefore easier to move than any other crowd to . 
tinatlimous action. HCIICC the spirit udtich itwpels an advance, 
or a passizv dcfcnsc or a rctircrrrcnt, nray u*ell have bee% trans- 
rxittctl by thc Icadcrs.” ( Capt. Orr. ) 

Von 3loltke implanted the idea of the “spirit of the of- 
fensive” in the minds of the whole German army. The leader 
whose own ideas are not clearly defined and whose intention is 
vascillating will get only half-hearted action from his troops 
while, on the other hand. a determined man who has one clear 
idea will himself be surprised to see how the troops respond. 

In a crowd each individual becomes a grain in the heap. 
H e  loses all his former characteristics and assumes, individually, 
the characteristics of a member of the crowd. 

“Effects oi croivds can be traced everywhere, at  all times, 
and in all phases of human life. whether political, religious or 
social. Sot seldom, as in the French Revolution, or the Cru- 
sales, have these effects been felt all over the civilized world.” 

No matter 
what the individuality of the people forming a crowd, how sim- 
ilar or dissimilar their modes of life, their occupation, their 
character or their intelligence, by the mere fact of merging into 
a crowd they form a sort of collective soul, by means of which 
they feel, act and think in a manner different from what each 

( 

i 
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Sow what are the inborn attributes of crowds? 
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individual would, if left to himself. “There w e  ideas which 
appear in the collective nrirod of the crowd that do not appear 
k the minds of the ind6&d who form thut crowd? 

“Th chief point to remember i s  that a crowd‘s m i d  is not 
the avevage of the sum of the minds of its individuals, but a 
cornbimtba foUo-wed by the creation of new characteristics.” 
(capt. Om.) 

Several causes may be attributed to bring about the change 
from personal character to the character of the crowd, which 
ktter is often in the utmost contrast to the former. 

The first of these causes consists of the fact that in each 
individual of the crowd there arises, based on the mere fact of 
king in numbers, a feeling of invincible powerJ which at once 
r,ull%es the feeling of personal responsibility and which may 
further lead to a line of action never thought of were the in- 
dividual alone or at his usual avocation, or which, if  thought 
Gf, would have been curbed. 

“Much will power is required to oppose the actions of a 
crowd of which we form a part; only a very few people possess 
that energy.” 

W e  all know that strong action comes from a single strong 
leader. 

The second cause of crowd-sentiment and crowd-treatment 
lies in imitation. Even with animals, imitation plays a great 
rde and that, not only with tnammals, but also with the 
lower orders. It is well known that the barking of a single 
dog immediately induces all dogs in the neighborhood to bark. 
The desire to imitate is not less strong in the human being than 
in animals. Fashion in dress is a good illustration. 

“The undeniable fact of imitation, so closely interwoven 
with our daily life, rs intimately connected with another general 
human characteristic, namely, the suggestibility or psychological 
power of contagion, which in many individuals amounts to 
hypnotism.’’ (The Crowd.) 

“As a rule man by merely belonging to an organized crowd 
descends in the matter of civilization. By himself he is an 
educated individual, as a member of a crowd he has the finger- 
marks of the crowd. This is one of the main reasons why, 
what in strikes start out to be peaceable metings to dis- 

As Sapoleon said, “Councils of war never fight.” 
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cuss grievances, sooner or later lead to mob violence.” This 
fact has been understood for hundreds of years. A Roman 
emperor said, “The senators are courageous peoplethe sen- 
ate is a beast.” 

A German writer has said, “One is a man, several are 
people, many are animals.” 

To get down to the things that are of use to us, I. will 
quote from LeBon, the ways in which a crowd can be led. 
(The Crowd, page 141 and following),: 

“When it is wanted to stir up a crowd for a short 
space of time, to induce it to commit an act of any nature-to 
pillage a palace, or die in defense of a stronghold or a barri- 
cade, for instance-the crowd must be acted upon by rapid sug- 
gestions, among which example is the most powerful in its 
effect. To attain this end, however, it is necessary that the 
crowd should have been previously prepared by certain a r -  
comstances, and above all, that he who wishes to work upon 
it should possess the quality to be studied further on, to which 
I have given the name of prestige. 

“When however it is proposed to imbue the mind of a 
crowd with ideas and belief-with modern social theories, for 
itstance-the leaders have recourse to different expedients. 
The principal of them are three in number and clearly defined 
-affirmation, repetition, and &ontagion. Their action is some- 
what slow, but its effects, once produced are very lasting. 

“A.ffirnratioti pure and simple, kept free of all reaoning 
and all proof, is o m  of the surest rrteuns of making an idea 
crttcr the mind of crowds. The mort? concise an affirmation k, 
the more destitute of every appearance of proof and demon- 
strution, the more weight it carries.” (The Crowd.) “States- 
men called upon to defend a political cause, and commercial men 
pushing the sale of their products by means of advertising, are 
acquainted with the value of affirmation.” 

When the thing affirmed is at intervals heard again and 
again it comes to sound natural and m n  is accepted as being 
true. No one remembers who was the original author of the 
statement. M e n  this has happened and the repetitions begin 
to be repeated and spread by others than the originators, then 

1. 

2. 

(The Crowd.) 
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c “Ideas, sentiments. emotions and beliefs possess in crowds 

a contagious power as  intense as that of microbes.” 
Crowd. ) 

gated by contagion, but never by reasoning. 

(The 

The opinions and beliefs of crowds are specially propa- 

PRESTIGE. 

“Great power is given to ideas propagated by affinnation, 
repetition, and contagion by the circumstance that they acquire 
in time that mysterious force known as  prestige. 

“Whatever has been the ruling power in the world. whether 
it be ideas or men. has. in the main. enforced its authority by 
means of that irresistible force known as ‘prestige.’ The 
term is one whose meaning is grasped by everybody, but the 
word is employed in ways too different for it to be easy to de- 
fine it. Prestige may involve such sentiments as admiration or 
fear. Occasionally even these sentiments are its basis, but it 
can perfectly well exist without them. The greatest measure 
of prestige is possessed by the dead, by beings, that is, of 
whom we do not stand in fear-by -Alexander, Cmar,  Mahomet, 
and Buddha, for example.“ 

Prestige, in reality. is a sort of domination exercised on 
cur  mind by an individual. a work, or an idea. This domina- 
tion entirely paralyzes our critical faculty. antl fills our soid 
with astonishment and respect. The sentiment provoked is in- 
esplicable, like all sentiments. 

(The Crowd.) 

PSYCHOLOGY OF RACES. 

The psychologist distinguishes between peoples by their 
main mental. just as the naturalist distinguishes between species 
by a feu- main physical. characteristics. The superior degree of 
will power. indomitable energy. great initiative. absolute self- 
control and strong sentiment of independence of the  pire  
-4ngIo-Saxon distinguishes him froni other hunian beings just 
as  fins and gills distinguished the fish from other vertebrates. 
:I. fish may be large or small: chunkq. or slim; red, white, blue, 
black. or drab: live in salt or fresh water; have eyes or be 
sightless: and prey on others or not, but if he has fins and gills 
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he is a fish. ,411 the non-essentials may be changed by en- 
vironment, but the essential characteristics remain, being sub- 
ject to  c h a m  only by t.he slow transformations of evolution 
that require countless ages for their completion. So the main 
nlental characteristics of a race are their inheritance from 
countless generations of dead ancestors and change very slow 
1y or remain unchanged under the influence of education and 
environment. 

“The influence of environment only become effective when 
heredity has caused their action to be continued in the same 
direction for a long period.” (LeBon, Psychology of Peo- 
ples. p. 9.) 

% great is the mental difference between different peoples 
that they can never fully understand one another. E‘ou think 
with not only a different brain but a diffcrcrlt kind of brain 
than does your Filipino servant. The impression that a series 
of words or a series of events makes on your brain differs from 
that made on his brain by the same words or events. This is 
so marked that it is impossible to accurately translate any idea 
irom one langnage to another. For esample, the dictionaries 
give pan (Spanish) and bread (English) as  equivalent. To 
you the word “bread“ brings to mind a mental picture of a 
large loaf, made without much if any lard and with a small 
proportion of crust and much soft interior, but to the Spaniard 
the word “pan“ brings up a mental picture of a small hard 
loaf. all crust and made with much lard. 

In a similar manner cr*t*trts make different impressioils on 
different KINDS of brains. 

Education antl environn~ent niay quickly change the more 
noticeable espressions oi a brain but they do not change its 
kind. 

In ten years a fairly intelligent Japanese can acquire all 
tlie &cation and esterior social graces of an Englishman. TO 
transforni the Japanese so that a series of events would give 
hini the sanie niental picture that they give to an Englishman 
a thousandbyears would not be sufficient. 

\\-e think with much the sanie kind of a brain as does the 
Englishman. Given i particular set of circumstances we can 
predict within one or two alternative lines of action just what 

. 
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< an Englishman will do, but what a Japanese, a Chinaman or 
a Filipino will do under these circumstances, or wky, is en- 
tirely beyond our comprehension.' By association with one of 
these peoples we may come to know more nearly what they will 
do but m e r  why. 

As a practical measure, we, in the United States, have 
today to deal with the mixture of many different kinds of 

The Angl&axon and allied stodc we had before the 
Civil War. W e  know them and know what they will do in 
war. 

First we have taken in the negro. There are something 
like 11,OOO,ooO of him. By association we know something of 
what he will do but, as we think with a different kind of brain, 
we do not perceive the why of his acts. In other words we will 
not be able to get the best out of him as a soldier because we 
do not understand how to touch the mainspring of his char- 
acter. 

=\nother large proportion of our population is made up 
from the Jews. It is said that there are today more Jews 
in Chicago than in Palestine. For generations the Jew has been 
a trader. He has not been a soldier for over 2,OOO years. For 
the same length of time he has preferred trading to doing 
work with his hands, and has had no country. He does not 
know what patriotism means. The soldier's lot is hard phys- 
ical work. This the Jew despises. Xone of the qualities 
of the good soldier are exemplified by him. Nevertheless he 
is highly religious and very susceptible to the moral sentiments 
that are characteristic of his race. He has tenacity of purpose 
and under pressure can patiently endure much. In a cause 
which appealed to his peculiar kind of mind and led by officers 
who knew how to get the best out of him he might do sur- 
prisingly well as a soldier, but unless we can touch the latent 
mainsprings of character that 2,500 years ago made him a 
soldier to be respected we will find him of little account. 

Another large proportion of our citizens come from south- 
em Europe. Their number is increasing each year. These 
men have the mental characteristics that Napoleon's soldiers 
had. One of the principal of these is the instinctive demand 

P P l -  

Sow for military purposes let us consider the rest. 
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for a leader more than for a cause. The cause gets the vocal 
allegiance but they follow a leader, not an idea. W e  laugh 
at the harangues that Napoleon made use of in order to raise 
his subjects to enthusiasm in his service, but we will now have 
in our armies a considerable proportion of men with just the 
mental characteristics of those same subjects. We do not 
understand their brains. From the same events or words we 
do not get the same mental picture that they do. 

The Anglo-Saxon fights stubbornly in defeat. The Latin 
makes a more enthusiastic and dangerous attack but sinks into 
the deepest dejection and hopelessness under a reverse. 

A big war will now make it necessary to combine all 
these unfusible elements into one whole. 

The organization, the methods, the leaders that suit one 
part will be unsuitable to the others. Today it is impossible 
to think of an idea which would make a strong mental and 
psychological impression on the whole ~ Q F S  of the population. 
It is therefore improbable that the Civil War can furnish any 
rtliable information as to what we may expect oI?r wople to 

, 

accomplish today. 9 

Part 11. 

P.\SIC I?; IV=ZR.* 

Y panic we understand the sudden, precipitate. unreasoning B fright taking posseision of a crowd, which unlike fear or 
fright originating in the depth of the individual human mind, 
catonot be combated or curbed by  reasotrittg. 

Such a fright, which may have its origin possibly in 
an utterly unimportant happening in a crowd, suddenly calls 
ir!to existence the crudest features of self-preservation, features 
which existed from time immemorial in the human race, but 

*Prepared mostly from an article in "Revue d'hfanterie" of November, 
1907, translated .in Military Information Document No. 12149, of School Library 
hle, and an article by Colonel Emil Pfluelf on the same subject, translated from 
the German. 

- 
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which were overcome by advancing civilization; such a frivht 
entirely fills the human mind by driving into the background 
every other feeling; governs the movements of and drives the 
crowd, causing each individual of the crowd to lose his power 
cf judgment, reasoning and self-command, and leads it, incap 
able of resistance, into purely brute actions. 

In  the psychological crowd, the individual is no longer 
himself; he feels and acts but in the sense of the “collective 
soul” and shares its peculiarities and desires. 

That under such conditions all bounds set by education, 
culture and reason are driven into the background; that the 
“human beast” comes to the surface is self-evident. 

The study of cases of panic, which have occurred at 
various times and in various armies, shows that i f ,  in combat, 
the determining cause of the evil has always been the same, 
namely, a powerful suggestion in the form of a cry or gesture, 
yet the real cause, concealed behind the apparent one, is an un- 
expected modification in the physicaf or mora1 conditions af- 
fecting the trops, a modification which resulted in diminishing 
or destroying their resistance to suggestion. 

In campaign, this resisting force is subject to incessant 
fiuctuations. according to circumstances, the condition of the 
troops. and their sentiments. \Ve shall see that these senti- 
ments, even the best of them, are far from being able to 
balance this devastating and blind force of panic. 

From no source do we find any attempt to esplain the 
characteristics of the phenomena of  panic. =\t times, esperi- 
ence has shown to commanders palliatives of a morJ kind, but 
generally the one remedy understood and made use of was 
sanguinary repression. In all ages military commanders have 
dreaded panic as a scourge. 

In the ancient battles, as DuPicq has shown, “panic was 
the inevitable issue, and he was victor who was able to resist 
it the longer.” The ancient commanders attempted to conquer 
byainstilling in the  soldier the dominating fear of their own 
commanders. It was necessary. according to a Greek com- 
mander, “that t h e  soldier fear his captain more than the 
enemy.” 

, .. 
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Indeed it is a fact that in war success often depends less 
upon the skill of the combinations than upon the stubbornness 
of the combatants. Still, it is necessary that this stubbornness 
be general, for panicof a few men can, in an instant, destroy 
the tenacity of the greatest number. 

Panic derives its birth and is developed in manners always 
identical, which can be described in a few words. Troops in 
the peculiar crowd state, brought into being by the combat, in 
anticipation of the combat or later as a result of the combat. are 
broken up in consequence of a cry of distress that is repeated 
by a few men who accompany it with gestures of terror and 
ntn away in one or several directions. habitually away from 
the etiemy, blind with fear and deaf to every voice. 

Such was the panic that seized the Prussians on the even- 
ing  of Jena. -\t the cry “Save himself who can.” a sudden 
panic took possession of every soul. They took to running 
confusedly on the roads, seeing enemy everywhere and taking 
iugitives. themselves full of fright, for victorious Frenchmen. 
The cavalry turned out of the roads and took to the fields by 
whole squadrons. The infantry broke ranks, looting and over- 
turning the baggage. 

.After the First Bull Run the beaten troops fled in utter 
route by the way they had coine. They ran back by Sudley 
Springs. though they could have saved many miles Ir?; cutting 
straight across. This wild scramble kept up all night till they 
reached \\-ashingtotl. Yet no one pursued. The drawn faces 
and utter eshaustion of the stragglers as they arrived in \\-ash- 
ington have often been described. The physical exertion they 
had undergone would account for their personal appatance, 
but the descriptions of all other panics contain the same notice 
of the drawn faces and the utter exhaustion of those who have 
been in a panic. In  order to arrive at a conception of panic, 
one must consider certain phenomena still little understood. 
These are illusion, hal!ucbratwrr, sicggcstiott and corttagion. 

Panic is indeed a sort of collective hallucination. Illusion 
and hallucination are both at first individual and are manifested 
iil the subjects who are the most nervous, the most impressiorr 
able, or the most depressed physically. By their gestures and 
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cries they offer suggestions to their immediate neighbors. Then 
contagion does its work with frightful rapidity. 

Let us examine a few details of these different phenomena. 
“Illusion is an error which simulates actual knowledge, 

evident in itself or intuitive in the form of a perception of the 
senses.” (Sully). It has, therefore, for a point of departure 
a real impression. For example, a sentinel sees a bush and 
hears it rustle in the breeze. He really sees something, but be- 
lieves that he sees an enemy sneaking up to kill him. 

Of this nature was the phenomena which caused the R u ~  
sian fleet to mistake peaceful fishing vessels off the coast of 
England for Japanese torpedo craft. 

In hallucination, on the contrary, there is no real im- 
pression. A person who pictures to himself the face of a 
friend or of an enemy so vividly that he believes he sees him for 
a few moments is a victim of hallucination. 

Under the influence of the nervous over-excitement of the 
battlefield such phenomena are frequent. Every one who wa.< 
gone to war has verified it. 

The commanders, themselves, being more imaginative and 
having their attention constantly under strain, are frequently the 
victims of illusion and hallucination. That is what a French 
General wished to say in 1870, when he said to his chiefs of 
information : “You have Prussians in your eyes.” 

=\ curious example of hallucination in the chief is that 
of the brigade commander Felix During the campaign of 
1293, while posted in an advance position, he abandoned his 
detachment before the first shot was fired and fled whip and 
spur to headquarters (13 miles) where he asserted that his 
troops had been annihilated by the enemy. 

This officer had previously distinguished himself for 
bravery. 

On esamination it was found that, though there had been 
a fight, it had nor been a serious affair and the commander was 
the only one who had fled. 

In an army a few individuals become thus victims of il- 
lusion or hallucination, and so are created the first germs of 
panic. 

Obsessed by the image he believes he sees and lost to all 

. 
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notion of the outside world, the victim immediately exerts all 
his energy and all his power to obey the feeling of attraction 
or repulsion which the image imperiously impose upon him. 
When seized by fear, his features become convulsed, he con- 
ceals his frenzied eyes with his arms to escape the horrible 
vision, and his mouth utters cries of fright. It is then that is 
introduced the phenomena of suggestion. This phecomena of 
suggestion is well understood by military commanders, who 
know that conformably to suggestion, soldiers will dash to the 
assault of a position with an irresistible impetuosity. 

Unfortunately, suggestion does not always come from 
chiefs and is not always directed in the channel of duty and 
the safety of the army. Nor is it of less effect on this ac- 
count; for, under its influence-and this is a point to be noticed 
-the soldier will abandon himself to shameful flight as well 
2s to heroic assault. 

“The spectre of panic stalks by the side of enthusiasm.” 
(Balck.) 

In the crisis of the fight, the action of suggestion would 
not be so formidable if it could be localized and if it could 
be made to influence the minds of only the nearest neigh- 
bors. 

But this is not the case by any means; for contogiota soon 
intervenes to disseminate the influence with incredible rapidity. 
‘*It is a phenomenon often verified, but unexplained, that every 
act, every sentiment in a crowd is contagious, and contagious 
to a point where the individual very easily sacrifices his per- 
sonal interests for those of the collective body.” (Le Bon.) 
In  an instant, contagion carries fright to the bravest hearts, 
destroys the faculty of reasoning, and brings all of the intel- 
lects to the same level. 

Thus the reading of the accounts of dramatic panics de- 
picts only the image of a furious, fleeing, unconscious beast, 
seeking an instinctive shelter from the storm in ravines, woods, 
villages and mountains, which nature and the industry of man 
have prepared for the refuge of beings threatened with an im- 
minent danger. With men in a panic, they are seen, after 
being well started, to herd together in sombre silence, their 
faces reflecting their sinister fright. After the first start, they 
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press on in silence. their eyes cast abdtinately on the ground. 
Crwhed by fatigue, they throw away knapsacks, hats, rifles, 
canteens-anything that impedes their progress. The descrip 
tions of all panics dwell more or less on the utter exhaustion 
of those who have participated therein. I t  appears to  be a 
result. not of the physical exertion they have undergone, but 
of the nervous excitement and nervous strain. 

In panic before the final stage there are cries, inarticu- 
late, but still human sounds. \\hen a panic has continued for 
B longer time, the mass settles into sombre silence, utter weari- 
ness. and hurrying along in profound dejection is even less 
possible to control than when the first rush started. 

\Ye have seen that troops seized with panic had received 
through suggestion an extremely vivid impression and that 
t:allucination presents to the eyes of each soldier a frightful 
danger. 

Immediately. by a psychological law. the organs involun- 
tarily react to  avoid the danger and with all the more violence 
because the exciting influence has been most vivid. Then ensue 
disordered actions causing the man. in order to rid himself of 
evev  obstacle to his flight, to precipitate himself upon his 
neighbors with a frenzy that estends sonietinies even to mur- 
der. and to hurl himself upon obstacles which he can neither 
clear nor overturn. 

It has been proved. moreover, that strong emotions lead 
to serious perturbations of the respiratory system in conse- 
quence oi a disturbance of the nervous centers. the mechanism 
oi which is not known. 

Respiratory disorders likewise cause an estremely rapid 
fatigue even at the time when the troops have just begun move- 
ment. and the details of this fatigue fill the accounts of panic. 
\Ve see soldiers strew unconsciously over fields everything hin- 
dering them, everything added to their fatigue or bowing them 
down. This thing is certain and is seen in every panic. 

It can be said, indeed. that from the instant when cries 
of fright hecome general, when all feelings and all thoughts 
are directed toward the one end, flight, troops have acquired 
a physiognomy entirely new, and there are manifested in them 
characteristics peculiar to this state. 

PSYCHOLOGY OF WAR. ioai 
This annihilation of the intellectual faculties" shows of 

what little importance, from the special viewpoint of panic, is 
the coefficient of intelligence sometimes spoken of as one of 
the great advantages of our American army. Remembering 
that the army that can longest resist panic is the victor and 
t h t  crowds and especially crowds under strong excitement are 
the same no matter what the grade of intelligence of the indi- 
viduals composing the crowd, it seems that, except in the way 
of leaders, intelligence is of little value in war. 

Troops seized by panic are so incapable of the least rea- 
son that even the sense of direction often leaves them; and it 
is not rare to see soldiers dash into the ranks of the enemy with 
such gestures of terror that fear overcomes the adversary also. 
Troops overcome by fright are totally deprived of the critical 
sense, and so one oi the consequences of the loss of reason is 
the  creation of an estraordinarp credulity. It is thus that a 
runmr, known a t  once to be false i f  one but stopped to think, 
\vi11 frequently turn a retreat into a demoralized rout. 

It is not the courage of the individual which is changed 
into the most inibecile cowardice, but this change takes place 
ill the mind of the crowd. The individual minds have ceased 

esist-the crowd has a single mind oi its own, separate and 
distinct from the minds oi the individuals composing it. Troops 
ccmposed of men of proved individual courage will not be in- 
accessible to collective fear. The gladiators of Spartacus. in 
revolt, were put into full rout by an army of soldiers of little 
individual courage. but of better organization and leadership. 

\Ye thus see that physical depression, loss of the faculty 
oi reasoning, the unleashing of primitive instincts and senti- 
ments, are the essential characteristics of men seized by the 
crisis of fear. They become easy preys to their adversaries, 
who need only to have enough physical p w e r  to strike in order 
to slaughter them. 

Pursuit under these conditions becomes a sort of cruel 
play; a chase where the pursuer has no longer anything to 
dread for himself excepting fatigue. .is DuPicq has shown 
us, in the ancient battles the winner lost a few hundred; the 
loser fifty or a hundred thousand. Here the losses must have 
been about equal till the break. Then one side, overcome by 
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Panic, fled, and the Victors without further fighting, had but 
to follow along and kill the helpless panic-stricken mob. 

FACTORS IN PANICS. 

In order that troops may be influenced in an irresistible 
manner by the suggestion of fear, we have said that it was 
necessary that they be placed previously in a condition favorable 
to the contagion of the suggestion. This state of predisposition 
is brought about by two series of factors: 

1. Immediate factors, events, almost always unforeseen, 
which often pave the way for panic in a few minutes, without 
in themselves causing it. 

2. Indirect factors, those which, operating for a time 
more or less extended, have created a soil favorable to its de- 
velopment. 

Among the first may be mentioned treachery, the absence 
cr  scarcity of arms, the absence of the commander, surprise, 
and expectant waiting. Among the second, race. physical de- 
pression and moral depression. 

IVhen it occurs 
with troops while waging hostile battle, even if  they have 
already accomplished prodigies of valor, even if they are in 
full victory, and even if treason be the act of only a few iso- 
lated individuals, yet demoralization becomes almost inevitable. 

It is a fact that the reasonings of collectives operate only 
by the association of images and by generalizations, often a b  
surd. 

The image of treachery is first erected before the fright- 
ened soldier who sees himself surrounded to his ruin by mad- 
dened traitors. Let the cry of treason be raised and the deed 
is done; panic is let loose. 

The lack of arms gives the soldier the impression of be!ng 
delivered over to the enemy with feet and hands bound. We 
have a curious example of this in the combat of Saint-Her- 
magor, where Major Roulier was abandoned by all his men 
because the muskets were, on acoount of rain, no longer able 
to be fired. The enemy was, of course, in exactly the same 
fix. An individual would have known this at once, but the 
crowd with the usual lack of reasoning qualities inherent in 

The definition of treachery we all know. 

. .  

0 
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crowds, and the extreme egoism of crowds, thought only of 
itself and its own plight. 

The absence of chiefs disarranges the bearings of troops, 
accustomed to act only upon orders and having for direction 
only the wil€ and judgment of the chief. The latter appears 
ir. the eyes of all as the one person who understands the mili- 
tary task and is capable of directing affairs. 

Action by surprise is recommended by all tacticians; for its 
power to demoralize the enemy is a considerable force in the 
hands of the assailant. It suppresses, indeed, in the one who 
encounters it, not only the possibility of maneuvering, but also 
that of measuring the extent of the danger threatening him. 
At the same time it removes the two factors necessary to 
reasoning, time and calmness. Peril then appears all the more 
frightful, because it is sudden and apparently inevitable. Be- 
fore having suffered even the first ill, troops are morally turned 
foot-loose and are ripe for panic, which is propagated by con- 
tagion in a very few minutes. 

The phenomena of anxious expectancy explains the numer- 
ous shots that sentinels in the field fire during the night at bushes 
and trees, which they take for the enemy’s patrols. It explains 
also why reserve battalions during battle, having before their 
mind’s eye the spectacle less the animation of the struggle, re- 
treat without even waiting for their entrance into the fighting 
line. 

The above are immediate factors of panic. They often in- 
fluence troops independently, but often they are grafted on the 
indirect factors, which favor their action, and therefore take a 
preponderating part in the origin of panic. 

From this point of view, that unchangeable soil from which 
spring all oui sentiments, race, has a capital importance. It 
is upon it that depend in great part the impulsiveness of troops, 
their variableness and their susceptibility to suggestion. 

Physical wretchedness is one of the most rapid agents of 
demoralization. By physical wretchedness must be understood, 
riot only the absence of rations, but also the fatigues resulting 
from marches and combats and the anemia that so rapidly over- 
comes troops in campaign. Among the causes that creafe a 
soil suitable for hallucination and illusion may be cited excessive 

- 



1084 U. S. CA VALRY JOURNAL. 

fatigue, hunger or thirst. strong mental tension, profound men- 
tal or bodily exhaustion and morbidly emotional conditions such 
as fear. Panic, the daughter of hallucination, becomes ex- 
tremely frequent with troops physically depressed. 

When to physical suffering is added demoralization, when 
wretchedness breaks down the body and defeat undermihes the 
courage, panic becomes the uncontested mistress, before whom 
the commanders themselves bow, repulsing the idea of battle, 
in order to avoid irreparable disaster. 

It has been justly said that moral forces are the preponder- 
ating ones in war. Moral force, which gives to troops the will 
to surmount all obstacles, to dread no  danger, and to desire to  
conquer a t  any price, springs from sentiments, varying accord- 
icg to circumstances, which animate soldiers and place them 
in a condition to be influenced by the suggestion of victory in 
combat . 

In  a general way these sentiments are religious fanaticism, 
patriotism. enthusiasm for a commander, discipline and triost of 
ail confidence restiftirig f roni. experieticc. 

COSCLCSIONS. 

-After having reviewed the different causes n i  panic, there 
still remains for its to determine whether or not there are prac- 
tical means for rendering them less frequent: of lessening their 
effects, and of checking them after the evil has been produced. 

Among the indirect and immediate causes of panics, it is 
evident that several, such as race, are beyond control. or such 
as  treason and surprise, cannot be foreseen. I i  known i n  ad- 
vance, they could not exist. 

-4gainst these factors of panic only general preventive 
measures, designed to render them less frequent, can be taken. 
We must therefore resign ourselves to submit to them as an 
inevitable evil. 

Other factors, on the contrary, depend upon the com- 
mander, who is able, within certain limits, to suppress them. 

It is a question of understanding troops, of administrative 
diligence, of discipline; and it is especially in this respect that 
past experience imparts instruction. 
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Thus the panic of the Tuileries, in the battle of LeMans, 
demonstrates conclusively that it would be preferable to leave 
ai  home men who were neither armed nor instructed, rather 
than to lead them into combat, where they become a center of 
extremely dangerous demoralization. 

These chances would be still further reduced if troops be 
drilled to fight according to methods appropriate to their racial 
temperaments. It is necessary, indeed, that instruction, while 
taking into account arms, terrain, situations and numerical 
strength, be based upon the moral forces of the combatants 
The penalty for doing otherwise is to find them useless on the 
oay of battle. 

is therefore from perfect knowledge of him that tactics must 
especially be derived, and that mathematical theories must be 
met. 

Panic is an aberration of assemblages of men, an actual 
scourge, of which tactics must take account. 

\Vith this in view, the following principles can be deduced 
from what has preceded : 

1. Joint responsibility and confidence are two essential 
factors for steadfastness of troops in combat and for their re- 
sistance to panic. 

2. Troops must fight in the organization they are used 
to in time of peace, each man in his habitual place and with his 
proper unit. 

In order that a man or troops may fight energetically, 
without apprehension, it is necessary that there be protection 
on both sides and in rear. 

Consequently, reserves should not be too far distant from 
the fighting line in order that they may give the latter confi- 
dence by their promptness in supporting. 

3. The different arms must give each other constant s u p  
port. The artillery, especially, the effect of whose fire is uni- 
versally recognized, should support the infantry from near 
points, and should march, so to  speak, in the midst of them. 
The soldier in combat must never feel himself isolated or sep- 
arated from his brothers in a rms  

Ifan is but little changeable, but little transformable. It . 
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4. The best troops, those whose steadfastness is assured, 
should be placed on the second line. Those who are struggling 
d i r d y  with the enemy have in action a powerful deterrent 
from d o n ,  namely, the centering of their attention on the in- 
cidents of the fight. without it being possible for them to thinlc 
about their own personality. 

If the best troops be placed in the h s t  line the least recoil 
on their part causes the disintegration of the reserves. 

5. Adequate ammunition supply is absolutely essential. 
Troops out of ammunition can not and will not fight, except at 
the very closest range. Such troops will not only break them- 
selves, but their panic will, by contagion, be spread to their 
neighbors. 

To avoid surprke at any cost, troops should not only cover 
themselves in all directions from which the enemy may approach. 
but they should also, if possible, be warned in advance of the 
probable incidents of the combat. 

Morgan, at Cowpns, realizing that his militia was going 
to flee anyway, told them to fire a volley or two and then run. 
They did this, and thus everything being expected, they were 
so encouraged that they had the nerve to come back and ma- 
terially assisted in winning the victory. 

Complete supply and organization, providing largely against 
material wants, appropriate tactics, and instructed nucleii of the 
units are the elements in troops. otber than valor, suitable for 
warding off panics. These elements, which, added to discipline, 
endurance and exalted morale, constitute an appreciable force, 
are still insufficient in themselves. Only joint responsibility, 
born oi experience in war, can ever offer an impenetrable re- 
sistance to the contagion of fear. Therefore, panics among 
troops will occur, w,hatever the cares the commander may have 
taken to prevent them. 

“Collectives are the plaything of all exterior excitants, and 
the latter’s incessant fluctuations are reflected in them. They 
are the slaves of impulses they receive.” It follows that troops 
influenced by suggestion to panic can, if a sufficiently strong 
will be imposed upon them, receive an absolutely contrary sug- 
gestion, which they will obey with the same docility that they 
did the first one. 
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History is full of deeds where the attitude of a chief, a 
happy word or a gesture have changed in an instant the senti- 
inents of troops. 

Washington, at Princeton, rode out between the lines and 
sat-on his horse fully exposed to the volleys of both sides; this 
steadied his men. It is not the words, yhicb few if any hear, 
nor the gesture, whioh more, but not a large percentage of the 
whole, see, that brings back the whole mass. It is the words 
or gestures that iduence a few-then contagion spreads the 
effect through the mass, which knows no more why .it came 
back than why it first started to fly. 

Prestige is the first element of the habit of obedience It 
causes the acceptance of an idea without discussion or con- 
troversy. It is necessary then that prestige be the dominating 
quality in a leader of men. It is because of it that his sug- 
gestions take on an irresistible power, that he is able to throw 
his soldiers against the enemy in an enthusiastic assault, and 
that he can stop with a gesture the first fugitives, transforming 
them into heroes. 

So, for that moral aberration of collectives, panic, two 
remedies of a moral nature present themselves. Prestige of 
the commander a d  joint rcsponst’bility of the troops. 

Some have prestige inherently in their composition; others 
seem to have acquired it almost by accident, while a certain 
amount of it is acquired through exterior surroundings. 

More difficult is it to inculcate in troops the sentiment of 
joint responsibility based upon mutual confidence. It can exist 
in a high degree only in soldiers who have gone to war to- 
gether; for souls are revealed only in Crises, and characters 
are verified only in suffering and dangers. If no one knows 
himself until he has suffered, still less does he know others until 
he has suffered with them. Napol&n said of the soldiers of 
Waterloo: “They had not eaten soup together long enough.” 
The important thing is not to eat in the same room and at the 
same hours, but rather at the close of the same fatigues and 
in the midst of the same dangers. This is because the only 
means we have of developing joint responsibitity among soldiers 
is to subject them to the same harsh proofs, which grow more 
and more painful and which are wisely graduated and ener- 
getically endured. 
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Part  111. 

PSYCHOLOGY OF INFANTRY COMBAT.* , 

S dismounted fighting, especially, man is the first instru- I ment of combat. \Veapons change from time to time with 
the advances of science, but man with his weaknesses and his 
heroism is always the same, always subject to fear, to physical 
weakness and to waves of psychological enthusiasm or panic. 

Many writers have noticed that skulkers are more to be ex- 
pected in infantry than in the other arms. 

The artillery is the supporting arm. Its men, in action, are 
in groups around the immobile pieces. To fight, the men must 
stay with the pieces. Being in groups around stationary ob- 
jects the men are always under direct command and supervision. 
Skulkers are few in the artillery. 

The smallest cavalry unit is a dual individual, the man 
and his horse. Of this pair the horse is a nervous and head- 
strong animal which by instinct seeks to go in herds-to stay 
with his comrades. I t  is much easier for a man to hide and 
stay behind than it is for a man and his horse to do  so. The 
man who lacks the moral force to join in a charge also lacks 
the moral strength to hold his horse out of it. The rush and 
clatter of a charge also tends to  raise the enthusiasm of the 
man. A s  one writer has said, “The cavalry charge is a bitter 
dose. First one makes a face and then swallows it at a gulp. 
But the infan td  fight is a whole bottle of medicii:e t o  be taken 
drop by drop, and each drop is more bitter than the one be- 
fore.” 

Even when fighting dismounted, the influence of the horse 
keeps men from skulking. The dismounted cavalriman never 
knows when his troop will mount and ride off somewhere else. 
He does not know where the lead horses are, but his officers 
do. If he does not want to be left in the hands of the enemy 

*Taken to great extent from “Psychologie du Combat de I’Jnfanterie,” by 
Lt. Louque, itself mostly made up of quotations. 
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in case of a reverse or be left behind alone in case of success 
hr must have some way of regaining his horse. It results that 
the cavalryman, almost instinctively, makes every effort to stay 
with his organization. On the other hand, the combination of 
men and horses, both being susceptible to panic, makes panic 
=ore to be dreaded in the mounted arms. 

Numerically, the infantry comprises the bulk of a large 
force. For the above reasons, the discussion of the psychology 
of combat will be limited to that of the infantry combat. “In 
this arm there is no heavy and collected material to serve as 
i n  the artillery. Its strength is not due to position; armament 
Is individual, cohesion can not be forced; it is an affair of the 
will of the individuals. -In combat, the mounts do not instinct- 
ively group themselves as in cavalry, there is no headlong rush; 
but men weighed down under the weight of human feelings ad- 
\ance slowly and painfully by an intense effort of their wills.” 
“The human element dominates all the rest. Its essential is 
solid character, unity of action and mutual confidence. The 
man and the man alone makes the measure of these elements. 
All the power of the arm resides in the man himself. His solid 
personal character is his birthright ; unity of action and mutuil 
confidence come from the military education his nation has 
given him.” (Loque.) If it has given him no such education, 
hc \vi11 lack these qualities. 

Our children don’t get the love of country inculcated in 
tlrerii in the schools as we did ourselves. In  the average fam- 
ily this is the case as well. \\-e amuse the children by taking 
them to see the moving pictures, not by telling them stories of 
the deeds of our ancestors. \Ye do not lay the foundation for 
strong patriotic character as did our fathers. Our population 
is becoming more and more mixed in character. S o  longer 
can we raise regiments where every man will be af the char- 
acteristic American stock, of the same general level of educa- 
tlon and ability, of the same good average, honest, faithful 
yersonal character. S o  longer can we count on our average 
Illan nlaking the best of what he can get in the way of rations: 
instead, we try to furnish infinitely more and meet much 

CVe could not hold an a m y  .more grumbling for our pains. 
‘tc-gether a month on the food of the Civil War. 
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PEAB. 

“Cowardice is fear yielded to; courage is fear van- 
quished.” ( W u v e . )  

“Courage is neither so common nor so invariable as the 
public suppose. He 
has his good and his bad days, depending on exterior circum- 
stances such as physical or mental fatigue, cold, heat, hunger 
thirst, or the news received. 

“As to the average, the ordinary man, it is necessary tc 
flatter a little to appease public opinion. Without doubt he is 
capable of many fine moves, but subject also to strange re- 
actions. It is said everyone is brave, but when one comes to 
the fact one finds few of uniform courage.” (La Cuerre et 
1’Homme.) 

“Of all animals, man is the most cowardly. If one studies 
the faces before a battle he will realize this. For a man to 
sacrifice his life for the success of the end that the army pur- 
sues is a rare thing. Are there so few absolutely brave among 
SG many brave men? Alas, yes! Gideon found 300 among 
30,000 and he was surprisingly lucky.” “The absolute bravery 
that does not refuse to fight even against odds, trusting in God 
or destiny, this bravery is not natural to man; it is the result 
of moral cultivation, and it is infinitely rare. For always in 
danger the animal sentiment of self-presen-ation bobs up. Man 
calculates his chances and makes how many errors? 

“Man has a horror of death. Among corps d’elite a grand 
sense of duty, which they alone are able to  understand and 
reach, sometimes makes them march forward; but the mass 
always recoils at the sight of destruction. Discipline has as  its 
end to do violence to  this horror by a greater horror-that of 
punishment o r  of shame. But there always arrives an  instant 
when this natural horror takes the upper hand of discipline and 
the combatant flies. When the combatant is long under fire 
there is produced the selection of which Skobeleff speaks. The 
brave and the men of good intentions keep up; the others, the 
cowards, waiting under cover, weaken themselves and the others, 
delaying the’execution of orders, breaking up the movement and 
impeding the effectives. Fire, even from a great distance, has 
then produced disunion material and moral.” 

A person is very variable as to courage. 

(DuPicq.) 

1041 

“Fear is then an enemy that we have not taken into ac- 
count, yet it is really more terrible than the real enemy, for it 
weakens the efFective strength more than the latter.” 

These human sentiments are common to officers and men 
The officer is sustained by two things which do not come to 
the aid of the soldier. H e  has better education and a feeling 
of the responsibility that rests on his example-twbZesse oblige. 
He also has studied and thought about war. In  his studies he 
has thought often of many of the situations of war. When 
these actually come to pass on the battlefield he will have a 
sense of having been in such a situation before, 

This will help to make his acts and decisions seem natural 
to him. To relieve some of the nervous tendon. 

Fear-that is the thing to  vanquish in order to assure the 
victory. 

Battle is a terrible drama, a bloody tragedy, which unfolds 
itself to  the hearts of all the soldiers, from the humblest to the 
most exalted. It is a struggle of two moral powers. The con- * 
quered are not those who fall dead or wounded, but those who 
followed and who rushed away because they were afraid. Fear 
is a very natural human sentiment. Those who are reputed to 
have been the most brave have aeknowledged it. 

S e y  said: “The one who says he never knew fear is a 
compound liar.’’ 

Grant said that he realized that the enemy was as  afraid 
cf him as he was of the enemy and that this thought helped 
sustain him through his battles. 

”You tremble, 
body. \Veil, you would tremble more if you knew where I am 
going to take you.” 

The manifestations of fear are not such as  novel writers 
suppose, but they are ever present in combat. 

The physical expressions of fear are betrayed first by an 
almost unconquerable desire to fire. Feeling in danger, man 
wants to strike back. Physiologically, fear dilates the pupils of 
the eye so that it can not be properly focused. *me can 
see the end of their rifle. Many fire from the hip. It is useless 
to try to take aim through the sights, the eye does not see them 
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Turenne said to himself before a fight: 
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and this is involuntary; it can not be overcome by an effort 
of the will. 

Fear makes the muscles tremble so that, though the brave 
man grits his teeth and tries his hardest, yet his aim trembles 
and realizing this his morale is weakened. -Also fear gives rise 
to respiratory disorders which greatly enhance fatigue and 
cause an involuntary contraction of the blood vessels which 
causes paleness. 

“As a general rule our soldier in battle has an astoundingly 
simple and everyday demeanor. He who expects to  see some- 
tiling out of the ordinary, something heroic on his face at these 
decisive moments, something picturesque and dramatic, is 
greatly mistaken. The soldier remains the same ordinary man 
as  before, only his face is somewhat paler and its expression 
more concentrated and serious. His nervous and rapid firing 
betrays the inner struggle. I t  is at  that moment that it is neces- 
sary to master the soldier’s impression and bring him to  a nor- 
mal condition, as far as  this may be done in battle.” (Soloviev.) 

Is it any wonder that battle practice is far inferior to tar- 
get practice? Is it any wonder that foreign nations consider 
our refinements of target instruction as time wasted? 

“For what is perfection one  should recall the Spartan. I t  
ever man hatl been perfected with a view to war. it was he, and 
nevertheless he was beaten and he ran. Then, unhappily for 
education, moral and physical force has its limitations, since the 
Spartans ran away-they who should have remained to the end 
on the field of battle.” The prominence of the story of Ther- 
mopole shows how exceptional was the case when even a com- 
paratively small force would fight on till the end. 

JIuch was made in the papers of the self-sacrifice of the 
Japanese soldiers, yet we know that whole battalions of them 
were reduced to  the grade of transport troops for cowardic- 
made equivalent to our Q. M. employes for handling freight. 

It lasts for a 
week or ten days. The men suffer great physical hardship from 
exposure. lack of food and, most of all, from continuous nervous 
strain. They become so exhausted that they go to sleep on the 
firing line. There is a paralysis of wits-a total loss of initi- 
ative. In this state they are peculiarly accessible to the in- 

The fight is not over in an hour or two. 

I *  

_..- - . , .  
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fluence of suggestio-to panic. In  this state a handful of cav- 
alry suddenly appearing in their rear will break the resistance 
of a division. (There was an example of this very case in the 
Japanese W0r.) 

Still, as in ancient times, “fear is the one true enemy and 
lie is victor who is able longest to resist it.” (DuPicq.) 

SKULKING. 

Skulking is great and general in all armies. It is to re- 
place skulkers and to replenish ammunition that we need such 
great depth in our formations. If it were not for skulkers we 
would have no place 011 the fighting line for the reserves. we 
know from experience, will be required. 

Lt. Louque quotes the following esanlples of skulking : 
“Hohenlohe tells of crossing the battlefield in war of 1870 

and finding it covered with skulker-whole battalions of them 
--some were lying do\vii with their guns pointing forward like 
s l ~ i r m i s h e r ~ v i d a i t l y  they had remained there when their com- 
rades advanced. Others were hiding in lio!es and ravines. All 
had an indifferent air. It seemed to be sufficient for  them that 
the party o f  officers riding by did not belong to their corps. 
Some cried. ‘Look. here are some more \vho are going forward 
ti- get killed.’ * ’  

Captain Culmann describes finding at \\-oerth tive men in 
Indian file Ixthind a small sapling \ v h o  hatl reinained there sev- 
eral hours. 

Quotatioil iroiii a French description oi the defense of 
Saint Hubert, 18th of .iugust, 1870: Four hours! Rain of 
bullets, all high. -4 line of battle coming to s u p  
port 11s. well aligned. The marshal i n  the center. the colonel 
on the right, Sourdrille on the left. I t  is the Third Battalion. 
From my place I see holes macle in the line. which soon reaches 
1:s and wishes to share our shelter, hardly sufficient for us. 
They get in two and three ranks: the occupants refuse to yield 
the place \\hich they have had all day. They need not have sent 
all the soldiers in the world. \Ve needed only cartridges. 

\\.’hat is that? \Ye are turned. So; our friends 200 meters 
i?r our rear are firing on us, taking us for the enemy. We 
sound “cease firing,” we make the signal, but the fire con- 

I 

-\h. look! 

5 

A’ i 
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times. My under lieutenant asks permission to  go over there; 
he rushes forward through a storm of  bullets, reaches their 
oflicers and finds among them some who ask if he really is a 
Frenchman. However, the fire ceased. That battalion rose up 
and rushed to join us. Where could we put them? Every one 
got behind something and began to  shoot. We were in ten 
ranks. The front rank cried that the fire of those in the rear 
menaced them. I struck those nearest me with my cane and 
finally ended by turning my back to the fire of a Prussian bat- 
tery which was less dangerous than my comrades. 

A Prussian captain wrote in 1870: 
I see many people occupied in trying to devise means to 

make the enemy’s fire less effective, but I acknowledge with re- 
gret no one seems disquieted by the serious loses  caused by 
men of the same troop firing on each other. 

BATTLE FIRE. 

“Modern rifle fire produces a strong impression; the air 
seems to be literally filled with bullets ; their plaintive whistling 
pervades the  atmosphere like a continuous moan, above, below 
and everywhere. 

“As soon as the first shot is heard the soldiers grow serious, 
m.ke off their caps and cross themselves; all jokes and conversa- 
tion ceases. - I t  the given order all march gravely as during 
nianeuvers. 

“The courage and calmness with which the soldiers go 
itito battle produce a strong impression. 

“The infantry won grows accustomed to rifle fire, but the 
artillery fire, especially the shells, produce a decided impression. 
It seems to me that this is not due so much to the losses in- 
flicted by artillery as to the earsplitting mise produced by the 
explosion of the projectiles. The effect is produced only on the 
ear, but it is strong. The shimose shells have a specially pow- 
erful effect upon the inexperienced, and the shrapnel upon those 
unaccustomed to battle. The young soldiers throw themselves 
face downward at each bursting of a shell. Thus the infantry, 
which suffers most from rifle fire, pays least attention to i t ;  the 
artillerymen, on the contrary, are much impressed by rifle fire. 
This may be explained by the fact that the men are accus- 
tomed to their own arm.” (Soloviev.) 
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“At Liao Yang, Kuroki had before him 300 pieces of artil- 
lery that fired without ceasing for eleven days. The consump 
tion of ammunition was enormous and has been placed at 
500,OOO projectiles, including the fragments, fired by one battery 
in a day. That is to say, that 
each battery touched in some manner one man in a day. That 
is reassuring against danger, but not against fear.’ All those 
pieces did not kill as many as  one would have believed; never- 
theless, they attained their end-the demoralization of the 
enemy, for the enemy did not know in advance what the results 
would be.” (De Mand’huy.) 

“-4 Japanese general said to M. Kahn, war correspondent: 
See that battery firing in front of us? It aims at the Russian 
redoubts at 3,500 meters and it is composed of mouutain guns. 
1 am sure at  this distance of not killing many Russians, but I 
have no doubt of the pleasure with which our infantry two kilo- 
meters in front of us take in hearing the shells go over their 
heads.” 

“The moral support of machine guns, especially if perma- 
nently attached to the regiment, will be greater still, for the 
rattle of their fire once heard is never forgotten.” 

“The employment of machine guns was for the first time 
quite great in the Russ-Jap \Var. Both sides have attributed to 
these machines a principal role both in attack and defense. In 
moments of crisis they invariably constitute a strong point of 
support. These p i n s  are free from the effect of trembling 
nerves and muscles and for that reason are especially valuable 
in supreme moments.” 

Right here we get a good idea as  to the proper use of 
machine guns. In supreme moments their effect is great, their 
moral support being as great as  the physical. If they are pushed 
too far forward in the attack or held to  the last minute in defense, 
and thus are captured, still the material loss is small. Used too 
liberally during the action such guns consume enormous quanti- 
ties of ammunition-far too much-but used right their support, 
both moral and physical, will be invaluable. 

So much for the effect the enemy’s fire has. Now let us 
consider our own fire. 

Result, 750 men were reached. 
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DuPicq: “The soldiers have emotions, fear even. The 
sentiment of duty, discipline, self-esteem, example of officers 
and above all coolness maintains them and keeps back the fear 
of w o m i n g  frightened. Their emotion does not permit them 
tc‘ see clearly, to more than partly adjust their sight, when they 
do not really fire in the air. 

The rille, like the cannon, keeps power, the faculty of 
adjusting sights. but the agitation of the heart and nervous 
system is opposed to the immobility of the arm in the hands: 
the arm being supported takes part always in the trembling of 

/ the man. The latter is in haste to launch the shot that will 
stop the ball destined for him before it can leave the enemy’s 
gun. -And for fear the enemy will fire first this vague sort of 
reasoning, though not actually formulated in the soldier’s mind, 
still leads him to fire without even bringing the gun to his 
shoulder.” 

General Trochu says : “From my esperience I ani conviiiced 
that troops in the firing line, under the emotions of battle, never 
adjust sights, no matter how good the troops. They fire to the 
front, hurriedly, many oi them hardly bringing the gun to the 
shoulder.” 

**Oi 100 riieti who are under 
fire for the first time ninety-five do not even see the end oi their 
gun a i d  fire very high.” He had considerable war esperience. 

Of the 100 nien the f ive or sis who remain cool see what 
they believe to k the point occupied by the enemy. Their bul 
lets strike within a zone oi  130 or ,300 yards. provided the range 
is correct. Their bullets 
go everywhere, but principally in a zone from 2,700 yards up  

“The proportion of five nien out oi 100 who remain cool 
may seem extraordinary to those who have never engaged in 
a large battle, being themselves on the firing line. It b, never- 
iheless, riot c.raggcratcd awd is sensibly the same i r r  all armies.” 
(De Negrier.) 

After the above, one may doubt whether battle fire can be 
directed . 

‘‘-\ man under fire has the impression as quick as thought 
that he is specially and personally seen, that they are after him. 
It is the logical reaction of the sensation of danger on an organ- 

General De Segrier says: 

The others fire at all kinds of angles. 
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ism deprived of the faculty of thought. The observatiotr is, 
moreover, well enough known and proved by experience. Under 
the influence of this feeling man tries to kill, so he will not bt 
killed, and it is one of the most powerful motives of the com- 
batant. From this it results that he will necessarily fire, and, 
whatever happens, he will fire on the ones whom he believes 
are firing at him; that is, on those m a t  clearly seen in front 
of him; this conviction that it i s  those seen and no others, which 
menace him, being the direct consequence of a series of unrea- 
soning impulses, will present themselves to his mind as evidence. 
The man himself will not often choose his objective; the ob- 
jective will be imposed u p n  him. One sees how unreasonable 
it will be to count on always being able to  direct his fire on any 
point one chooses.” (Grandmaison.) 

“Let us not expect under a hot fire to be able to use fire 
with counted cartridges or volley fires. Only when the firer is 
himself not in danger will telescopic sights and all the other 
paraphernalia of the target range be of any value.” 

“Only against an inferior enemy (like savage tribes), where 
the soldier feels himself safe, will it be possible to use a knowl- 
edge of probably percentage of hits, split ranges or range 
finders.’’ 

“The efficienty of fire in tirite of war reposes above all 
else in the iriorale of the curribatants.” 

Absorbed as the  commander will be in leading his  men, 
h e  will have little chance to  sanely appreciateall the conditions 
that are necessarily taken account of in range firing. He will 
have all his faculties engaged in solving the tactical problem 
and the problem of leading his men, without going into the 
direction or intensity of wind, the direction of light, the tem- 
perature, the barometer or even the use of the range finder. 
Instead, he will be seeing that his men keep some kind of for- 
mation, choosing the time for advancing, pushing the men for- 
ward, trying to keep control of the opening and cessation of 
tire, and above all in watching the enemy.” 

PSYCHOLOGY OF WAR. 

(Daudignac.) 
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WHY ASSAULTS SUCCEED. 

In the attack “Each forward move requires great mental 
strain-takes perhaps hours to accomplish. Even the halts give 
no rest-no let up to the nervous tension. The men crouch in 
uncomfortable positions behind insufficient cover, with deadly 
projectiles constantly singing in their ears and a knowledge that 
each movement constitutes an additional danger of death. The 
human organism is not constituted to endure danger of this 
intensity and above all of this contin:rous Juration. The fire 
of the defense does not destroy the assailant, but demoralizes 
him to such an extent as to suppress all effort.” (Grandmaison.) 

It is then only the arrival of fresh troops that can fur- 
nish the impulse for a forward movement. It is almost im- 
possible to, in daylight, re-inforce a firing line close to the enem:: 
which has not already gained superiority of fire; that is, h a  
gained the ascendant morale and made the fear-stricken enemy 
fire wildly while they themselves are less shaken. 

This is the moral advantage of the attack. I t  feels itself 
superior and shows it by attacking. The w4ting defender has 
lost morale by the very fact of taking the defensive. Now, as 
the advance proceeds, the defender fires, but the advance con- 
tinues. Many writers have noticed that the attacker’s loss grcxs 
less as he gets close to the defender. 

“It has always been necessary to go in person, in flesh anti 
blood, and to go after his hide and occupy the place of t h e  
cjther fellow before his opinion will change and he will acknowl- 
edge himself beaten. Nothing is 
decided by fire alone.” 

“The bayonet alone marks a determination to go to the 
er,d. I t  proclaims the necessary understanding of the situation. 
I1 states the distance at which the enemy must be met in order 
to accomplish the task.” 

Let us now examhe the state of mind, the morale o i  the 
defenders of a position. 

“In place for hours, for several clays, perhaps, their passive 
attitude has only convinced them of their inferiority. ThPy 
have suffered all the emotions of  the preparatory cqmbat; v d -  
leys of infantry; machine guns fire shrapnel; nothing has b.xn 

I t  is still the same today. 
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spared them. Their losses are not much, perhaps, but their 
morale is considerably lowered. 

“The short bursts of regulated fire, even if inefficient, 
against a masked object, are absolutely depressing. 

“De\Vet, in his Memoirs, tells us that on two different 
occasions his burghers ran away under the fire of artillery 
without having lost a single man. X combat is entirely an 
affair of morale. 

“The wounded must most often remain a long time where 
they fall, i t  being impossible to remove them under fire, and 
their presence only increases the skulkers.” 

Further, the man realizes perfectly that the nervous trem- 
bling which he is unable to overcome is disarranging his aim 
and that his bullets can not hit the adversary, who, step by step, 
is approaching him, bayonet already fixed, in order to make him 
feel what is coming to him if he waits. And that is precisely 
the reason why attacks succeed. 

(See “Tactics,” Bald ,  page 87.) 
.4t Nicholson’s Neck in 1900 the Boers crawled f o r d ,  

firing. The defenders fired also, but, while a storm of bul- 
lets swept over them, they could see the Boers getting nearer 
and ever nearer. The psychological effect of this uncanny 
crawling advance was so great that by the time the Boers were 
within 300 yards the British soldiers were individually showing 
white handkerchiefs. The Boers feared a trap and continued 
t te  attack. Soon the white handkerchiefs were almost universal. 
\\;hen the Boers came up to them many of the British soldiers 
were weeping and their officers laid the trouble to the constant 
advance of the crawling line against which the British fire 
scmicd to have no effect. 

At Chattanooga the Confederate soldiers left what their 
officers thought to be an impregnable position because of the 
moral effect of sceirrg Thomas’ masses advancing toward them. 
( See .Alesander.) 

“Then, should a charge alone, unprepared by fire, succeed? 
Alas! No. In spite of all the chances of success which we 
bave just enumerated, man is slow to comprehend that he can 
conquer by running straight into bullets. Thus it is that a t  the 
moment of the decisive attack the struggle between the instinct 
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If you know a certain danger threatens, it is better to warn 
your men to expect it, for an expected danger is better with- 
stood than one that comes as a surprise., The French regula- 
tions of 1809, made up by Napoleon, laid it down as a prin- 
ciple that the men should always be forewarned of the dan- 
ger to which they were about to be exposed; that if an extraor- 
dinary effort was to be demanded of them they should be so 
told, but that in any case, though warned of the danger, it 
should not be exaggerated to them. 

During the long days of battle the men will be subjected 
to all kinds of discomforts, including difficulty as to subsistence. 
Often the wounded can not be removed from the firing line 
till night. Their cries still further add to the depression. 

When high explosive shells burst the effect is small, 
almost nothing against living targets;  the pieces are too 
small, being almost dust. On the other hand, “It does but 
little damage, but the noise is fearful and its explosion throws 
u p  a great column of black smoke, mud, pebbles and fire 
which produces a great impression upon inexperienced sol- 
diers. T h e  moral effect is absolute.” (Soloviev.) 

The results of fire will vary from nothing to a maximum. 
When the enemy is cool and has a good target losses will be 
great and very sudden. “At Magersfontein a British regiment 
returned the Boer fire for three minutes and then broke. It 
last 10% of its effective strength. I t  may be said that 10% is 
not an excessive loss, but 10% loss in three minutes is suffi- 
cient to make any regiment break, for such quick and severe 
loss will at  once give the enemy the ascendant morale.”’ This 
is the argument for the use of machine guns. If they can 
be used effectively the losses they will inflict will be so sad- 
den and so great as to break the morale of any troops exposed 
tG  their fire. 

Efficient battle reconnaissance must thus be made to pre- 
vent these sudden losses and the men must be in the fire zone 
for considerable periods only when they are protected by nat- 
ural or atificial cover or by the effect of their own fire making 
the enemy shoot wildly. 

“Each eye-witness of battle may confirm how narrowly 
the men watch their officer. The soldiers judge by their of& 

I 
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of the men and will of the chief becomes more intense.” 

aration 
The decisive attack must be preceded by efficient fire prep- 

CONCLUSIONS. 

As men begin to suffer losses they will open fire even in 
spite of orders, hence it is better to open fire by command and 
“open the safety valve of the emotions” before the men get 
out of hand. Get them as far forward as possible without seri- 
ous losses, but under serious losses open fire, unless the dis- 
tance is short enough to be covered in a single rush. 

“Before an action it is 6 f  use to say to the men a few 
words, that, if they do not inflame the imagination of the men, 
will at  least show them that their leader is there and that he is 
confident” 

At Pickett’s advance, last day at Gettysburg, General Gib- 
bon rode down the lines, cool and calm, and in an unimpas- 
sioned voice he said to his men: “Do not hurry, men, and fire 
too fast; let them come up close before you fire, and then aim 
low and steadily.” “The coolness of their general was re- 
flected in the faces of his men.” 

The nature of these remarks, even the utility of making 
them at all, depends on the character, or better the race, of 
the soldier. For a Frenchman such attempts to inflame the 
imagination and excite enthusiasm might be continued at every 
kalt during the deployment and even after the first shells be- 
gan to arrive and be crowned by a supreme effort just as the 
serious action began. This was the idea of Sapoleon, who used 
to ride along his lines at the beginning of an action to in- 
crease the enthusiasm of his men. \Vith us a cool, cheerful, 
confident bearing of the officer, even a joke cracked at another 
officer, would better answer the purpose than a fiery speech. 
The main point is to keep the command from sinking into the 
silent, self-centered dejection that comes from letting each 
man have time to brood over his personal danger. “In making 
any effort in this direction it may be well to remember that it is 
always easier to secure the attention of a crowd than of iso- 
lated individuals.” 

I ’  PSYCHOLOGY OF WAR. 1061 
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cer the condition of affairs, the greater or less danger, the suc- 
cess or failure. * * * Woe to the unit which in time of 
peace did not become impregnated with the spirit of iron disci- 
pline. It will pay dearly for it in war.” 

To quiet the men “It is useful to make remarks concern- 
ing the service alone. For example: ‘Why are the sights not 
set in that squad? Squad commander, what are you thinking 
about? Examine and correct immediately.’ If the commander 
is angry, reproves neglect; this means that there is nothing un- 
usual-that everything is going as i t  ought and that there is 
no cause for fear. The men grow calmer and forget that bul- 
lets are whistling about them.” * * * (Soloviev.) 

.4 threat or a joke may bring the men to their senses. 
“But a threat must be serious and the men feel that it will be 
executed if need be. .Angry words and shouts can do noth- 
ing.” (Soloviev.) 

“It must not be overlooked that the soldier, separated by 
a considerable interval from his comrades in (a thin skirmish) 
line during the advance and withdrawn from the influence of 
his officers succumbs more easily to temporary spells of weak- 
ness and is more apt to remain behind than the skirmishers in 
a dense firing line.” (Balk.) 

The example of his officers and his own sterling char- 
acter are the main factors which, aided by discipline, will en- 
able the soldier of today to develop that morale which is the 
main element in winning victories. 

. - , - I  ........,.. pl -. . , . ( .  ” - . .  , .  

T H E  WORK OF THE CAVALRY EQUIPMENT BOARD. 

- PROGRESS. 

HE Board, after a period of ten months, is now said to T have completed its tentative revision of the cavalry 
equipment. Before its duty can be finally completed, these 
present results must be submitted to a test that shall definitely 
determine their individual merit or demerit. Application has 
been made for the equipment of a squahon with the new 
models and for permission to make such a test. The follow- 
ing notes will give some idea regarding the scope of the re- 
vision and the results attained. 

THE NOSE BAG AND GRAIN ROLL. 

The present nose.bag seems to have occasioned about as 
much criticism and complaint as any detail of the equipment. 
The one now recommended obviates most, if not all this trou- 
ble. It is merely a canvas bag, about two feet long by one 
foot in width, with a supporting strap and attachment, therefor, 
at each end. One end is prepared for the entrance of the 
horse’s nose. The bag is placed under the jaw and neck, one 
supporting strap passing over the horse’s neck, well down, the 
other over his poll. The horse puts his nose into the hole a d  
ieeds in perfect comfort. His nostrils are not entirely cov- 
ered at any time. He seems to have no desire to throw the 
bag-never attempts it, ahd couldn’t succeed if he tried. At 
its first appearance everyone laughs at this bag and seem to 
regard it as a freak-everyone but the horse-he knows just 
what to do with it. I t  is believed that were this bag placed 
on a horse that had never before seen a nose bag of any kind 
it would go at once to eating from it as though it had been 
used to doing 50 all its life. The weight of this bag is about 
the sameas that of the old one. It is a proprietary article, 
and collects a royalty of 5 cents, or such a matter, on its man- 

. 
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i ufacture. A grain bag of sheeting, 30x7s inches, accom- 
panies this n o s  bag for the purpose of carrying grain. This 
bag readily carries up to eight or nine pounds of oats, and 
when placed within the nose bag forms a grain roll that at- 
taches very conveniently to the saddle pommel. The importance 
of this feature can scarcely be overestimated. Cavalry horses 
cf the United States Army have usually been starved and have 
broken down from this cause in much greater proportion than 
from hard work. In a state of nature the horse feeds about 
twenty out of each twenty-four hours. Digestion goes on simul- 
taneously with consumption and his stomach is even then soon 
empty. In a state of domestication he is fed a much more 
highly concentrated food-grain-and the feeding is not re- 
quired so frequently. After about four hours, however, even 
with feeding oats, his stomach is again empty. If his work is 
hard, it should be replenished at once. If the work is mild, 
ar. interval of an hour or two could elapse with safety before 
his reserves are drawn upon. This is the effect that should 
be guarded against-using up the horse’s reserves. Feeding 
Once  in six hours thus becomes a necessity. This has long been 
appreciated by civilians. It is appreciated in foreign armies. 
Carter in his work recognizes it, but says it is impracticable in the 
.United States army. The Board has now made it practicable. 
Three or four pounds of oats can readily be carried in the 
grain roll on the pommel. When the column halts daily, about 
11 :30, to eat lunch, unstrap the grain roll and hang it on the 
horse. The horse thus eats his lunch at the same time, his 
stomach is replenished, digestion recommences, his reserves are 
not drawn upon, he comes into camp at the end of his march 
in good strength and spirits, can then readily accommodate any 
reasonable delay on the part of the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment in procuring forage, and is ready to do his thirty or forty 
miles the next day, if necessary, without noticeable injury. In  
addition, this nose bag serves as a convenient water bucket when- 
ever it becomes necessary to water in this manner-a material 
advantage. This bag when in use is always supported on thr- 
horse’s neck, can not get on the ground, nor be attacked wit1 
his hoofs, as is frequently the case with the present model 
Its life should be longer on this account. 

- 
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THE CORONA. 

The saddle blanket has also come in for its share of cnti- 
dsm. It is hot 
and causes profuse sweating. The salt from this sweat forms 
in the fiber, resists efforts to remove it, and diminishes the 
elasticity of the blanket. It is expensive, and with those troop 
commanders who do not give great attention to its being thor- 
oughly cleaned, turned and refolded frequently it does not last 
long. It is not shaped to the horse, and consequently portions 
of it work up into the slot in the saddle and cause discom- 
fort to the rider. The board has substituted a shaped corona 
therefor. This is composed of three layers of blanket and 
cne, next to the back, of cotton sheeting. The layers of blanket 
are well quilted together. There can be neither wrinkling under 
the saddle nor working up into the slot. The cotton surface 
next to the horse can be readily scrubbed and dried after each 
day’s march, i f  necessary. It can thus always be kept free 
from salt, hair, blood and foreign substances, and the elas- 
ticity of the fibre preserved. The outer surfaces can readily 
be replaced at  the -Arsenal, and the body of the corona made 
to last indefinitely. The insignia is placed on the corona itself. 
This obviates the use of the saddle cloth. I t  is lighter in 
weight, less expensive, lasts longer, looks better, is more read- 
ily put on and kept clean. It does not, however, serve as a 
blanket for either horse or man. The idea was taken from 
the packers, who always use a corona under the blanket for 
many of the purposes above mentioned. 

It is difficult to keep the wrinkles out of it. 

. 

THE HALTER-BRIDLE. 

The Board has substituted a combined halter-bridle for 
the two articles at present used. By this means the weight 
and also the number of straps on the horse’s head when both 
bridle and halter are worn are materially reduced. The model 
adopted combines as much neatness as  is consistent with the 
necessary strength and is thus a gain in appearance. As one 
article serves the purpose of two, there is a gain in economy. 
The model adopted permits either one of the bits, or both to- . 

gether, to be readily applied and used; there is thus a gain 



in convenience. As the halter tie will be always present there 
will be no occasion for hitching the horse by the bridle reins. 
These have consequently been made shorter and much neater 
and lighter. This has been found to be a great gain by all who 
have tried them. A s  the use of the pommel pockets prevents the 
convenient tying of the halter strap to the pommel, as at present, 
i! is now tied about the horse’s neck, well down towards the 
withers, after the manner of the British. This requires the 
length of about 100 inches. It is impracticable to cut that 
length from leather without splicing. The Board has accord- 
ir?gly adopted, as a tie, a %-inch Manila rope, dyed to an 
olive drab tint and treated in paraffin to render pliable and 
waterproof. This is attached to the halter by a swivel bolt 
snap, brozed finish. The plan is that this halter-bridle shall 
be issued to the man individually, and in garrison will be kept, 
when not in use. with his other quipments in the saddle room. 
He can thus be held responsible for its presentable condition at  
all times-a material improvement over the present method, 

. where the halters are used in common, and no individual can 
be properly expected to keep them in condition. To provide 
for the security of the horses in garrison a simple web halter 
is adopted. These will be issued to the stable sergeant for the 
entire mount, will be used for tying the horses in and about 
the stables, and for no other purpose. In the field and on the 
march the halter-bridle will be used. 

The Ordnance model of 1909, bit and bridoon, with a 
few- minor modifications, has been adopted by the Board. 

THE SADDLE. 

I t  is probable that this single item occupied as much of 
tlig time and attention of the Board as all other details com- 
bined. To devise a satisfactory saddle is an undertaking of 
considerable proportions. W W v e r  has succeeded in producing 
a superior saddle of new design may be safely credited either 
with genius in this particular direction or else in having devoted 
a great degree of attention to the matter. The Board lays no 
claim to the possession of genius, the alternative is unavoid- 
able. After a careful consideration of the entire subject, it 
was decided that, owing to  the many sehous and inherent de- 

’’ 
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fects of therMcClellan saddle, all attempts to modify or im- 
prove it with a view to making it satisfactory would prove 
futile. It was thereupon determined to devise a new type of 
saddle, retaining, as far as practicable, the acknowledged ad- 

PLATS 11.-FULL WAB PAOK. 
Proposed eqnIpment end pack. The psU M here shown conforms Co the Field 

Bervlee Regnlatlons M to mLwons, (Par. 901. Becrlon a), ammunltlon, 
( Par. s# Une U). and Iran, ( Par. 204, lfne n ). 

vantages of the McClellen type, to-wit: Its simplicity and its 
permitting the rider to get “close to his work.” From the 
many reports received from various sources it was apparent to 
the Board that, in the development of the saddle, the preser- 
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vbtion of the horse’s back was of the first importance. The 
comfort of the rider was secondary. To accomplish the first 
consideration a side bar must be devised that would actually 
fir the horse’s back. That is to  say, would constantly pre- 
sent a smooth bearing surface, in shape the counterpart of 
that portion of the horse’s back supporting it, and in dimen- 
sion. limited only by that of such corresponding portion se- 
lected to  support the weight, at the same time being entirely 

PLATE 111.- ST HI PPE I )  SADDLE. 
The proposed adJu%rnhlr saddlv 1s here rbown wltb s k l r l x  allwhed. These sklrts are 

rPniuvahle. Punmiel pockets niinched lo rhor slze. etc. 

free from all bearing upoil edges or undue convesities of what- 
ever kind. It must be competent to do this, not only for a 
given horse. but for all horses with approximately normal 
backs, and not only for these horses in a given condition, but 
for all possible conditions of flesh. Such a side bar having 
been obtained, the assembled saddle must readily take the posi- 
tion desired upon the horse’s back and tend to remain in that 
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position, without requiring to be held there by a system of 
attachments that materially interfere with the horse's action or 
comfort as d o  quarter straps, breast straps, cruppers and the 
like. It must do all this automatically, or at least readily, and 
without requiring scientific adjustment. To obtain the first 
requisite, the shape of the side bar, attempts were made to 
build up artificial backs that would each represent a mean of 
many horses. Measurements were taken at  different posts for 

PIA= IV1-BTRIPPED SADDLE. 
The propose adJustable lladdle 1s here shown r l t b  sweat leather rttached. 

tl:is purpose. with a complicated, s w a l l y  designed instrument. 
The result of this effort was not encouraging. It becomes 
practically impossible to accurately represent .a horse's back by 
contours and sections taken by mechanical devices. So much 
time is exhausted in transferring the contouring instrument to 
and fro from the horse to the paper that he invariably changes 
kis position more or less during this period, and with such 
changes of position come correspntiing changes of form, so 

CA VALRY EQUIPMENT BOARD. 1061 

t!iat it is nest to impossible to  obtain results of any value by 
this method. -After a reasonable attempt this plan was aban- 
doned. The nest attempt was to take by impression a mold 
or form of a fairly representative saddle horse's back by means 
cf plaster of paris. .A frame of boards, about a foot in 
height and about two feet square, shaped to the horse on its 
lower side, was placed on the horse's back after the latter had 
been well coated with cosmoline to  prevent the action of the 
plaster on the hair. The joints between the lower edges all 
around and the horse's back were snugly calked with oakum 
and clay. Sis or eight buckets of prepared plaster of paris were 
then quickly poured into the frame, the horse being coaxed to 
remain in a normal position meanwhile. This material sets 
almost a s  soon as in place. The horse made no fuss. and in 
two or three minutes there was removed from the back as fine 
a mold as could be desired. From this mold on the following 
day a perfect cast representing the horse's back was made, 
and from then on the Board had something upon which to 
work. From this cast there was made another mold, in order 
not to use up the original one. This was trimmed down to 
the approsiniate size and shape of a saddle, a slot cut out for 
the backbone, strengthened with arches, and there was thus 
obtained the representation of a bearing surface that actually 
fitted the back in question; in other words, the forms of the 
side bar. The first of the above requirements had thus been 
fdfilled. There \vas nest made a representation in timber of 
this plaster bearing surface. This was applied to  as many 
different backs as circumstances would permit, beinK corrected 
v:Iien necessary by the removal of such small portions as might 
press unduly in the general case. B y  this means a side bar 
was obtained that would fit the average horse in his normal 
condition. I t  still remained to fit the under and over averages, 
and the reduced and overfed conditions. Plainly this could be 
done only by hinges. The saddle \vas then assenlbled by means 
of four hinges, one un8er each extremity of both pommel and 
cantle, resting upon the median elements of the two side bars. 
Upon these hinges the side bars move freely when the saddle 
is not on the horse. The act of securing the saddle to the 
horse, that is, of drawing the cincha, automatically adjusts it 
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tc, the horse and prevents further motion in any considerable 
degree, yet leaves sufficient to readily accommodate the slight 
movements of the horse's backbone and avoids in this man- 
ner the straight jacket effect of the rigid saddle. The second 
requisite was thus accomplished. The third requisite was ob- 
tained by attaching the cincha to  the central portion of the 
cutside edge of the side bars, and the use of a 36inch cincha 
of thirty strands of small braided linen fish cord. To furnish 
friction on the corona and give further elasticity, removable felt 
pads, one inch in thickness. were placed on the lower faces of 
the side bar, and, as far as  the horse was concerned, all the 
requirements had then been complied with. To adapt the sad- 
dle to the rider was-not so difficult. The seat was made hori- 
zontal so the rider would sit in the middle of it, and the de- 
sired slope of both pommel and cantle was readily obtained. 
An adaptable sole leather seat covers that portion of the seat 
of the saddle that comes in contact with the rider's seat. 
Fenders (sweat leathers) or  skirts (choice not yet determined 
on, but will be decided by the coming test) protect the rider's 
leg from the horse's side. Three-inch stirrups with re-inforced 
treads, without hoods, attached to safety loops, support his 
feet. A broad smooth pommel permits a rest to his hand when 
desired and avoids sharp edges striking his hand at other 
times. This pommel is of pressed steel and while giving more 
space to  the withers is of less height than that of the present 
issue. The side bars have been slightly lengthened in rear 
of the cantle to support the roll, but are turned up to avoid 
pressure on that portion of the back not adapted to it. All 
the advantages of the IlcClellan saddle have thus been re- 
tained. All its defects avoided. This saddle has already been 
subjected to considerable use and has given satisfaction 
~ h e r e v e r  tried. The Board believes it will be generally ac- 
ct ptable. 

THE R I F L E  CARRIER. 

Many correspondents have urged that the Board provide 
a better method for carrying the rifle mounted, but no one sug- 
gested the method. -4bout the time it was intended to seri- 
ously consider this item Colonel Patterson, of the British 
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Yeomanry, a well-known hunter and explorer and author of 
kternational repute, as well as a most agreeable gentleqan, 
obtained permission to come from London and appear before 
the Board for the purpose of introducing a rifle carrier of his 
own invention. His device consisted essentially of a steel 
clutch attached to the near side of the saddle, and resting about 
eight inches below the cantle. This clutch grasped the rifle 
at the small of the stock. The barrel estended upward in a 
nearly vertical direction, passed through a 3-inch ring that 
stood out from the rear portion of the cartridge belt, and was 
loosely supported in that position by this ring. A strap ter- 
minating in a convenient snap hook depended from the shank 
of this ring and engaged in the trigger guard. To use this 
device: After saddling the trooper would pass the muzzle of 
his rifle up through the ring on his belt and attach the snap 
hook depending therefrom to the trigger guard. His rifle then 
swung from his belt with the butt plate about two or three! 
icches above the ground. Both his hands were free to use for 
other purposes. He mounted at  the conunand precisely as 
though he had no rifle. When fairly in the saddle, with his 
left hand he grasped the rifle near the rear sight, and, aided 
by his left foot, readily forced the small of the stock into the 
dutch. He then dismissed the matter from his mind, and, 
while riding, forgot that he had a rifle. On the command to 
dismount he dismounted and stood to horse without any ref- 
erence to his rifle. In case the horse fell or the rider was 
thrown the rifle readily detached itself automatically from its 
clutch and came away with the trooper. 
him-he couldn't separate from it. This device has much to 
recommend it, and the Board gave it most exhaustive consid- 
eration. The enlisted men were generally pleased with it. One 
experiencd and skillful enlisted man of the Sixth Cavalry said 
aiter using it that for the first time he felt as though he was 
riding a horse; on all previous occasions he had felt as though 
he was riding a set of equipments. In the end, however, the 
Eoard was reluctantly compelled to abandon its use, mainly m 
account of the difficulty experienced in obtaining steel clutches 
that would render satisfactory service. After a few weeks' use 
a considerable portion of them either lost their elasticity and 

I t  was always with . 
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shape, or cracked and gave way. In  its later attempts to devise 
a camer, the Board retained as many of the excellent features 
of the Patterson as possible, and contented itself with merely 
attempting to remedy the defects of the latter. A s  finally 
adopted, the rifle carrier resembles a leg of mutton affair of 
harness leather, about 18 inches in length, the smaller end ter- 
minating in an  eye, that is attached by means of a strap and 
buckle to a lg- inch  steel loop on the lower edge of the near 
side bar of the saddle, just below the cantle. The lower portion 
of the carrier terminates in a boot or bucket, shaped to fit the 
butt of the rifle, and of a depth of about 3 inches. At the 
proper height above the bucket, a steel spring clutch is riveted to 
the carrier. This grasps the small of the stock, it supports no 
weight, but merely prevents the butt from jumping out of the 
bucket at fast gaits. A very simple spring serves this purpose, 
and the strain upon it is slight. On the back side (toward the 
horse) of the carrier, and at  the point of attachment of the steel 
clutch, a strong dependent billet is attached. This engages into 
a special cincha of linen webbing passing under the horse, and 
attached to  the side bar on the off side, just opposite the corre- 
sponding attachment on the near side. This keeps the carrier 
and rifle snugly agdinst the side of the horse and prevents all 
lateral swinging and flapping. The bucket contains a floor 
spring, which dissipates the rifle’s downward concussion. thus 
avoiding its transmission, with resulting blisters to that portion 
of the horse’s back supporting this weight. -4s far as expr i -  
ments have gone. this carrier appears to have preserved the ad- 

‘vantages of the Patterson and avoided its defects. Further and 
more severe tests will determine its real usefulness. -411 who 
have used it thus far like it. No one would willingly go back to 
the present method. The most careful obsewation on many 
marches has failed to detect a single instance of injury to the 
horse’s back from the use of either the Patterson or the Board’s 
carrier. There is no tendency to injure the sights of the rifle 
zs in the present boot. The rifle carries well behind the leg ant‘ 
is out of the way. I t  does not interfere with the use of the aids 
Roth the weight and the cost of the carrier are less than that of 
the present boot. 

. - -7 
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THE PO-MMEL POCKETS AND RATION BAGS. 

Carrying the rifle at the rear of saddle compels a redistri- 
bution of the equipment to  avoid encumbering the cantle. 
has been accomplished by substituting pommel pockets and ration 
bags for the present saddle bags. The pommel pockets are made 
of the same material a s  the present saddle bags, are of a suffi- 
cient size to  hold the required contents and nothing more. They 
attach readily to the pommel by means of foot staples, are car- 
ried low, to the front, and well out of the way of the rider’s 
knees, are small, neat and shapely in appearance. Some have 
suggested they even be worn at dress formations. The near one 
holds the canteen and cup. These articles were originated by the 
Infantry Board, and adopted virtually without modifications by 
the Cavalry Board, in order to avoid increasing unnecessarily 
the number of patterns in the Ordnance Department. The can- 
teen is bottle-shaped, of aluminum, and holds one quart. The 
cup rests on the base of the canteen, is also of aluminum, and is 
slightly smaller than the present issue. It has an ingeniously 
devised folding handle, which serves to support it when placed on 
the ground. -\ blanket-lined canvas cover, readily removable, 
encases both canteen and cup, and carries at the back a snap 
hook for attachment to the belt for dismounted service. These 
fit snugly in the near pmniel pocket, and are strapped securely 
in place. S o  more knocking about and rattling by these articles. 
The off pocket contains a canvas bag, which holds the meat can, 
knife, fork and spoon, and protects them from dust and dirt by 
,i flap which closes over the top and extends well down the side. 
This bag may be readily detached and removed for cleaning. 
The horse brush, curry-comb and grooming-cloth fit in between 
this bag and the outside of the pocket. The horse brush has 
been reduced in size about one-half ; otherwise is like the present 
issue. This reduction appears to be an allround advantage. The 
small brush works more readily into the difficult places about the 
horse. between his legs, under fetlocks. etc., weighs less, costs 
less, takes up less space in the pocket, and probably will last longer. 
The currycomb has been reduced one-fourth in size, has at- 
tached a hoof-hook, similar in design to that furnished by Sergeant 
Westbrook, Troop “G.” 15th Cavalry, but is otherwise similar to 

This . 
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the present model. Below the grooming outfit there is a space 
for the trooper's personal needs, his pipe and tobacco, bottle of 
oil, etc This is entered through an opening on the face of the 
'pocket just below the grooming outfit. The Field Service Regu- 
lations require three rations carried by the troopers under certain 
exigencies. These rations form so heavy and bulky a mass that 
it was considered impracticable to fabricate pommel pockets 
large enough to hold them in addition to the articles mentioned 
above. Special ration bags have been devised for carrying these 
rations when necessary. These ration bags are of canvas, when 
carried are attached to the cantle, well down, the lower estermi- 
ties being secured to the rear cincha buckles to avoid lateral 
motion. They admit of readily being formed into a kind of 
knapsack, with a pocket for carrying the mess outfit. When the 
trooper has to separate from his horse, he can thus shoulder his 
ration bags and be independent of his mount in this respect. 
These carry very conveniently upon the back and the dismounted 
trooper is but little encumbered by his rations. \\'hen empty, 
they occupy but little space and go readily inside the shelter tent 
roll. 
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THE S.\BER. 

While Europeans generally favor the thrust in a saber 
attack, and doubtless their position is the correct one-at least in 
theory, however it may work out in practice--Americans, on the 
other hand, seem to like to cut and hack. This appears to be a 
national trait. It may be it conies from the fact that it is but a 
comparatively short time since everyone in this country was 
skillful with the axe through force of circumstances, possibly it 
ccmes from baseball. At all events the spirit exists and must be 
recognized. This the Board has done by producing a saber well 
adapted to both cutting and thrusting. Its balance is a happy 
compromise between these two extremes. Its point is on the 
median element of the blade and accurately hits the object aimed 
at. The blade for some distance back from the point is double 
edged, and its shape favors penetration. Although issued dull, 
its edge is capable of being rapidly brought to a slicing keen- 
ness. The guard is of bronzed steel. I t  completely protects the 
hand from points, and in a considerable measure from cuts. I t  
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is serviceable in every respect, and attractive in appearance. The 
scabbard is of wood, covered with rawhide, and finished without 
by olive drab canvas with bronze metal mouth and tip. The 
mouth is bell-shaped, or, to be more accurate, funnel-shaped, to 
favor the ready return of the saber. The tip terminates in a 
dowel to fit the grommet of the shelter tent, and the saber will 
replace the present shelter pole. All who have seen this saber 
have expressed their appreciation of it. The knot is simpler. 
more convenient,, more attractive in appearance, and more ser. 
viceable than the present issue, though similar in principle. This 
saber is purely a service weapon. S o t  one detail has been sacri- 
ficed to considerations of mere dress or garrison use. It is the 
iritention of tlie Board to leave the present officers' saber for gar- 
rison and similar service, and use this new model by officers 
solely in campaign-it being furnished on such occasions from 
troop storerooms, as revolvers and ammunition are a t  present 
furnished to officers. For  enlisted men, this saber is carried on 
the off side of the horse, just opposite the rifle, in a loop attached 
to the leather support acting as  the off billet for the rear cincha, 
This loop is swivel-attached and has motion forward and back- 
ward in a vertical plane. The cincha prevents all lateral swing- 
ing and flapping. In  this position, it is readily drawn and re- 
turned, is well out of the way, permits the use of the aids, and 
contributes its weight as a counterpoise to that of the rifle. For 
afficers an attachment somewhat similar but especially adapted 
tc their use is provided. 

T H E  I X T R E S C I I I S G  TOOL. 

The .\nierican Cavalryman has always been a Dragoon. In  
ninny instances his dismounted service has been of great value. 
Lack of space prevents supporting this statement with numerous 
historical citations, but Buiord's seizing and holding in advance 
the position at Gettjsburg is a fair illustration. European 
authorities were slow in learning the value of cavalry's dis- 
mounted action, but they seem to have at last appreciated it, and 
ineasures are now on foot to furnish both the bayonet and in- 
trenching tool in some European cavalry services. There can be 
no doubt but that in the future, far more than in the past, cavalry 
v;ill make use of dismounted action, and must be armed and 
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equipped to do so to advantage. The C. S. cavalryman now has 
a rifle equal in power to any in the world ; were he also supplied 
with a bayonet and an intrenching tool, he need have no fear of 
infantry under any circumstances. The Board has not seen its 
way clear to provide tlie bayon& but it has furnished tlie in- 
trenching tool. The 
handle is formed of the picket pin. The blade alone adds weight 
to the equipment, and this is but about one pound. \Vith this 
tool the dismounted 'cavalryman can protect himself at least 
from the bullets of tlie infantry without having to retire before 
them. This shovel is 
carried in a leather case, underneath the saber (between it  and 
the horse). This case is readily removable when not desired. 
When advancing dismounted the shovel is held in a small loop on 
the belt. 

It is as good a one as the infantry has. 

He now has only their bayonet to fear. 

T H E  L4RIAT .4SD PICKET PIN.  

sowe correspondents, not many it is true, have recom- 
mended that the general use oi the lariat and pin be discontinued. 
cnly a few k i n g  retained as a temporary picket line. The dis- 
cussion set forth in support oi this position reduces to two prin- 
cipal and one or  two minor arguments. The principal ones 
being, first, that it is no longer necessary to picket horses: sec- 
ond, that it is inipossible to use the lariat for picketing without 
rope burning and disabling horses in  appreciable numbers. The 
minor arguments are. first. tlie added weight oi  tlie lariat and 
pin, and. second. the danger of injury from the pin. in case oi 
a stampede, or even when attached to the saddle on the march. 
To consider these arguments iii turn: First, i t  is believed that 
the convenience and abundance of supplies of all kinds at maneu- 
ver camps, on regular practice marches and all similar occasions, 
together with tlie scarcity of actual field service, lias cawed ofi- 
cers to overlook the imperative necessities oi real service. where 
horses must eat even though there be i i o  ready contractor with 
liis supplies. The importance o i  feeding frequently \\ as rcierrecl 
to sirpro under the subject of the grain roll. It will not be again 
considered here except to say that it is necessary. If the horse's 
reserves are to be held for emergencies, he must undergo no long 
fasts, but must eat a t  every possible opportunity. The lariat not 
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only readily accommodates this exigency but is virtually the only 
means of accommodating it, so that whatever may be urged 
against it, its use in actual service become imperative. The rope 
burns are little but a myth-a hobgoblin manufactured by veteri- 
narians. A horse can readily be taught to graze quietly on his 
rope wholly without injury from rope burns. KO military horse's 
education is properly complete until he will do this. This argu- 
ment against the lariat is not worth one moment's consideration. 
The minor arguments have been met, as far as practicable, in the 
Eoard's revision of the equipment. 

To show that these are no idle words, attention is invited 
to the fact that several European cavalry services, as well as the 
Japanese, provide lariats, so that every possible opportunity may 
be utilized to keep their horses' bellies full. In  '88 the 7th and 
6th Cavalry changed station by marching. The march was a 
long one, approsimating 2,OOO miles for some stations. The 
7th Cavalry used lariats and grazed constantly, except when on 
the road. .Although grass  was usually abundant, the 8th Cav- 
a!ry used no lariats, but relied on the Q. 11. Department for its 
supplies. The regiments met a t  Fort Riley, and furnished an 
object lesson regarding the use of the lariat that was of lasting 
effect in the minds of some present. General Chaffee, one of the 
most able and esperienced Field soldiers o i  the U. S. Army 
alive at the present day, believes in its retention. 

The lariat is similar to tlie present issue except that its 
iength has been reduced irom 23 ieet to 13 feet. One end termi- 
nates in a snap hook without connecting link, the other in an iiicli 
and a half ring. On the march the lariat is rolled and secured 
by thongs to the upper surface oi the shelter tent roll. The 
picket pin is hollow, oval in cross section, and of a pattern 
adapted to form a convenient handle to the intrenching tool. its 
tipper end terminates in a small hammer head, so that in emer- 
gencies the picket pin may be readily used ior shoeing a horse. 
11. has already served that purpose. It is carried on the march 
ip a small leather scabbard secured by two straps to the outside 
of the saber scabbard. It is well out of the way there and con- 
tributes its weight towards counterpoising that of the rifle. It 
weighs a little less than the present pin. To use the lariat and 
pin, snap the hook into the halter ring and drive the pin through 
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the ring a t  the other end. The ring will turn on the pin and 
serve as a swivel. In case the horse ydls  it up, the end of the 
lariat will draw off and leave the pin lying near where it was 
driven. This may occasionally lose a pin, but it will obviate all 
danger of injury by flying pins in case of a stampede. 

T H E  HORSE SHOE A S D  h..\Ii.S. 

The object of the shoe is primarily to preserve the hoof 
from undue wear, and. incidentally, to  assist the horse in exert- 
ing his strength on icy going. In  the use of a shoe, two unde- 
sirable features are of necessity introduced. First, by adding 
weight where it is most objectionable, both mechanically and 
physically, and, second, by raising the hoof above the ground so 
PS to  diminish frog pressure and thus tend to  destroy the elas- 
ticity of the foot. \Vhile both of these features are unavoid- 
able, they are evils that must be kept within narrow limits. T o  
this end, first, t$ shoe should be made a light as possible and 
still serve the purpose; second. calkins should be made use of on 
the saddle horse only when necessary to avoid his slipping. T o  
bring about the first requisite, the shoe should be made of steel, 
should be narrow in the web. of a thickness sufficient to wear 
110 more than sis weeks,.should bevel from the inside outward 
towards the ground surface to imitate the natural hoof, save 
weight, and prevent mud, pebbles and other foreign substances 
from lodging in the shoe, and should be countersunk rather than 
creased for nail holes, as this gives strength and permits a cor- 
responding saving in weight. To accomplish the second requi- 
site, both a summer and a winter shoe should be adopted. The 
summer shoe should have all the essentials above set forth, and. 
in addition thereto, the hoof bearing surface should be level to 
prevent an undue portion of the weight being borne by the hoof 
walls. The winter shoe, having to support calkins, cannot pos- 
sess all these essentials i n  so marked a degree as the former, 
but should approximate thereto as nearly as circumstances will 
permit, should be drilled and tapped for removable calkins, 
should be fitted with both short, blunt plugs to maintain the holes 
perfect when the going is not icy. and with higher sharp calkins 
tor use in icy times. Each trooper should be competent to read- 
ily interchange them when necessary, and should be provided 
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with the proper tools for  so doing. The Board has made inves- 
tigation looking toward obtaining such shoes. Both the Phoe- 
nix and the Bryden companies supply a shoe that conforms to 
the essential requisites of the summer shoe. These are in sizes 
1, 2, 3 and 4, their respective weights being 10, 12, 15 and 18 
ounces before fitting; upon fitting the weight decreases a little. 
The Xeverslip company can supply the winter shoe. I t  has the 
essentials set forth above; it comes in five sizes, covering the 
range of the cavalry horse's hoofs, and its weight is between 
the limits of 9% and 19 ounces for these sizes. Horse shoe 
nails should be as small as will well serve the purpose and 
should be bright. The usual commercial nail is a good one, but 
on being carried on the march will get rusty and be hard to drive 
on this account. The Board has taken steps to prevent this by 
having the nails carried by the trooper coated with an anti-rust- 
ir;g substance, tin, zinc, aluminum, or a mixture of these sub- 
stances. This coating does not interfere with the use of the 
Gails and preserves the bright finish. The Board will recom 
ment that but one shoe and ten nails per horse be carried. These 
will be carried in a shovel carrier. -4 partition therein separates 
the shovel from the shoe, and a small pocket within carries the 
nails. The weight of these articles tends. to  counterpoise that of 
the rifle. 

WIRE CUTTERS, WRESCHES A S D  HATCHETS. I 
I 

I I 
Each trooper is provided with a small but powerful pair 

~ of  wire cutters, so that, in the event of his being ordered 
in actual service, on any distant mission, he will possess the 
means of obeying such order, without being subject to annoying 
delays en route. Both the weight and the cost of these cutters 
is slight. They slip readily into the pommel pockets. Each man 
is also provided with a light wrench for changing the calkins 
on his winter shoes. This wrench also goes into the pommel 
pocket by the side of the nippers. Eight light hatchet heads 
adopted for use with the picket pin, as handle, have been pro- 
vided. They will be supplied to men 
pot issued shovels, and the hatchet head will occupy the space 
in the shovel carrier that was prepared for the shovel. 

They are excellent tools. 

"ill 1 
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THE PACK IX GENERAL. 

Assuming the weight of the trooper, naked, at 150 pounds, 
his horse carries under the present system, when fully armed 
and equipped, under favorable conditions, 286 pounds, 2 ounces. 
In spite of all its efforts, the Board has succeeded in reducing this 
by only 8 pounds and 4 ounces, and the horse must still carry 277 
pounds and 14 ounces. It requires no discussion to conclude that 
this weight is a burden that should be lightened whenever cir- 
cumstances Dermit, if the horse's power and endurance are to be 
conserved for expenditure in a vital emergency. To this end, 
the Board will recommend that, when ever practicable, the 
trooper's roll, comprising shelter half and pins, bed blanket, un- 
derclothing and toilet articles, be carried for him in the wagon. 
Xt other times the horse must carry it. \\.'hen fully packed, the 
distribution of the articles above described will be as indicated 
in such descriptions. The bed blanket goes under the saddle 
and over the corona. The shelter half will be formed into a 
roll, containing the underclothing and toilet articles in a simple 
cioth case and the tent pins. This roll will be attached to the 
cantle, the ends falling just in rear of the rifle on one side and 
c;i the saber on the other, being snugly secured in this position 
by thongs or straps (choice not yet determined). The rain 
garment will be similar in form to the present slicker, and will 
be of a material similar to that known as Raino, Federal Cloth, 
c r  Protex, will be rolled and carried on the pommel, just in 
front oi the grain roll, secured in that positioa by double buckled 
coat straps, that is, two buckles to one billet. Seither tlie slicker 
nor the grain roll will materially raise the rider's hand above the 
pommel. S o  surcingle will be provided, that on the horse 
cover has been made detachable and can be readily made use of 
when desired. The aim of the Board has been to provide a 
light pack, a tight pack,-a low pack and a balanced pack. An 
analysis of tlie distribution of the equipment will show that 
these ends have been fairly well attained, excepting of course, 
a pack cannot be made light and still carry all the articles re- 
quired. nor can anything attached to the pommel be regarded 
as carried low in the strict sense of the term, but the best 
practicable has been done in these directions. Nothing is loose 
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or insecure. Nothing can rattle. Nothing glitters. All weight 
has been placed as  low as practicable. It is true the rifle barrel 
r:ses above the horse, but as the rifle is supported at a point we11 
below the saddle, the mechanical effect is thus about the same as 
though the weight of the rifle were concentrated at that point. 
Between the right and left of the pack the difference in weight 
is practically negligible, and the weights on each side are 
symetrically placed with respect to each other. From front to 
rear the burdens do not balance. Such a balance, even were it 
practicable, is not regarded by the Board as  desirable. The 
saddle seat readily favors the rider's sitting precisely over the 
center of motion. He assumes that position naturally. The side 
bar was constructed with that end in view for both saddle and 
rider. This puts the principal weight at the desired location. 
The other weights are distributed so as to decrease somewhat the 
weight borne by the forehand, and increase that borne by the 
haunches. This is believed to be an advantage. \Vhile the fore- 
lrg'sprincipal function is to support weight and that of the hind 
legs, to furnish propulsion, and though this natural distribution 
may be taken advantage of in races and similar uses of the 
horse: yet there are other considerations entering into the 
problem of the trooper's distribution of the weight. which can- 
not be wisely ignored. Though placing weight on the haunches 
may interfere somewhat with the horse's propelling power. 
ant1 cut down. in a measure, his maximum sped .  on the other 
hand. placing weight on the forehand greatly increases con- 
c-ussion on the almost vertical forelegs, especially on hard 
roads, and tends to develop stiff joints, navicular disease, sprung 
hnees and similar injuries. Observation shows that cavalry 
horses in the past have generally given out in the forelegs much 
sooner than in the hind legs. In the future as stone roads be- 
come more comnion, this tendency will increase. -4s the 
cavalry horse has rarely to put forth his maximum speed and 
i:is work is usually done at a comparatively low rate of pro- 
gression, a reasonable compromise should be effected between 
the loss of power due to weighting-the haunches, and the in- 
creased concussion due to weighting the forehand. This has 
been done in the Board's distribution pf the pack. The result 
has shown no appreciable loss of action in the hind legs. Be- 
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yond question, there must have resulted, due to this distribu- 
Don, a decreased concussion in the forehand. 

PACK SADDLE OUTFIT. 

In order to be in a measure independent of the wagons 
the b a r d  has provided a pack saddle outfit to be carried on 
a led horse and to remain constantly with the troop on the 
march. I t  comprises a pack saddle of improved pattern. The 
cargo on one side is a securely made wooden pannier containing 
the horseshoer's tools, the saddler's tools and a limited amount 
of farrier's supplies. That on the other side consists of five 
tubular iron pins and a sledge hammer. all securely carried in 
a kind of boot or case. These two cargoes are lashed on the 
pack saddle. Over all and extending well down on each side 
is secured a seven-eighth inch field picket line. The load on this 
horse will be somewhat less than that on the trooper's horses 
and he should have no difficulty in constantly keeping up with 
the troop. By this means the troop should be able to keep 
its horses and equipment serviceable on the march, even though 
separated from its wagons for periods of several days. 

ARTICLES OF CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT ON T H E  TROOPER. 

The trooper on the march will wear a stiff brimmed hat 
with a Montana peak, without hat cord but having a string 
for securing it to his head. He  will wear an olive drab 
neckerchief. His insignia will be shown in embroidery on each 
breast pocket of his shirt. His leggins will be of durable rus- 
set leather of the most approved Cross pattern. His spurs \vi11 
be light but strong, of drop forged steel, with short, straight 
shanks without button on the shank, and with small aluminum 
rowels. The finish of these spurs will be of a blue or brown 
tint like the parts of the rifle. Each strap will be of two pieces 
attaching by buttons, the lower one to tx fitted by the troop 
saddler, the upper one adjusting with a buckle, but to be at- 
tached or detached by pulling on the inside end of the strap. 
These spurs serve their purpose well when mounted, are easily 
put on or off, and interfere but little with dismounted work. 
The officer's spurs are of similar pattern but polished. -411 will 
wear msset straps in the field, the officers' black ones for dress 

L.....: L . 

. -  - -- 

CAVALRY EQUIPMENT BOARD. 1076 

purposes. The cartridge belt has nine pockets, each holding 
ten rifle cartridges and four pockets each holding five pistol 
cartridges. The latter will not fall out of these small pockets. 
The Field Service Regulations require sixty estra rifle and 
twenty extra rounds pistol ammunition to be carried in the 
saddle bags under certain esigencies. It was impracticable to 
itlake saddle bags to carry this extra ammunition without un- 
duly decreasing their size and strength. An extra belt was 
provided for this purpose. I t  passes over the left shoulder, 
rnder the right arm, and is shaped to fit smoothly. Although 
intended only for emergencies, it has proven such a success 
that it will probably be worn full constantly in campaign, the 
ammunition in the waist belt being correspondingly reduced, 
thus transferring the weight to a more suitable location. No 
suspenders will be provided, the rifle sling will be adapted to 
this purpose when a support to the waist belt is found naces- 
sary. The pistol holster has been thoroughly revised and it is 
believed will now meet the aprpoval of all. The pistol is 
carried butt to  the rear and, while the belt is still worn at the 
proper height, is hung sufficiently low as to permit its ready and 
convenient withdrawal. The lower extremity of the holster is 
shaped to the barrel, and the sides stitched down flat and 
s!ightly extended, to carry a convenient device for readily se- 
curing the holster to the thigh with a thong. The holster is 
attachal to  the belt by a kind of frog, to which it is pivotted, 
and thus adapts itself readily to any movement of the wearer's 
leg. It has a flap to secure the pistol in place when not in use. 
\Vhen in use,'or there is even a possibility of its use, this flap 
can be buttoned back wholly out of the way. The holster is 
thus changed at  once into the open variety. It is believed that 
al; the serious objections urged against holsters have been cor- 
rected in this model and that it will meet with a hearty re- 
ception. The use of the lanyard is discontinued. 

REYAINING ARTICLES CONSIDERED. 

The foregoing comprise those features of the Board's 
work that are of immediate and special interest to officers 
and enlisted men of the Cavalry Arm. They by no means 
cover the scope of the work. In  addition to those enumerated 
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above the Board has carefully considered and determined upon, 
tentatively, or at least as far as lay within its power under 
the circumstances, the following items of equipment, to-wit : 
type of army wagon and load therefor, tentage, surplus kit 
bags, officer‘s clothing rolls, and baggage allowance, bacon and 
condiment boxes, field ranges, field forges, field desks, arm 
repair chests, cleaning and preserving materials, horse covers, 

. cavessons and longes, guidons, their staffs and carriers, t rump 
ets, lanterns, dispatch cases and record cases, field glasses, elec- 
tric finders, luminous compasses and discs, fencing sabers and 
masks, and some articles of enlisted men’s uniform especially 
referred for its action by the War Department. 

CAVALRY EQUIPMENT;. 

President Cavalry Equipment Board. 
Sir:-In compliance with your circular letter dated April 

19, 1910, I have .the honor to submit the following notes on 
equipment, etc. My duties have been such that I have not 
found time earlier to prepare these notes. 

I think that our horse-equipment as now furnished is in 
iiearly every item almost as bad as it can be. It was simple 
and reasonably satisfactory when I joined in 1883, but every 
“improvement” in bits, bridle, and saddle since then has, in my 
judgment, made them worse, until they have now almost 
reached the limit of unfitness. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

LEATHER: All leather to be red hemlock tanned, like that 
used in the stock saddle, so that new straps and patches will 
not be so unsightly and conspicuous on old articles. 

BRIDLE: Bit and Bridoon of “eglantine“ or other non- 
corrodible metal. (The present issue of tinned or nickeled bits 
are abominable. The plating soon comes off and is only an 
excuse for an unfit appearance at all times.) 

Bit, straight branches. 
Snaffle, small. 
Reitis, curb rein narrower and shorter than the snaffle 

rein, as is usual among horsemen. 
Buckles, brass or bronze. (The brown paint now furnished 

by the ordnance department to daub on buckles, rings, etc., is 
abominable. It is a small matter to keep brass buckles, etc., 
clean and bright in garrison, and a single day’s exposure in the 
field dulls them so that they do not glitter.) 

SADDLE: The defects of the McClellan saddlf’ are so 
niany and so well-known in the service that it seems hardly 
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worth while to mention them. One or two, however, I have 
not heard generally discussed. The fop of the pornmcl, where 
the edges of the leather are sewed together, is so high and 
sharp that it bruises and cuts the hand. In training and con- 
trolling a horse the hands must be held low. They cannot be 
so held on the JCcClellan saddle on account of this sharp high 
edge. I should, therefore, like to see the pommel smooth and 
round or flat on top, and as low as may be consistent with 
strength and space for the withers. 

ri short skirt on the saddle would remove 
the excuse for sweat-leathers. (The legs cannot be properly 
used as aids it' there are sweat-leathers on the saddle.) 

.A narrow wooden stirrup with wide opening 
for the foot. If the stirrup can be covered with leather with- 
out too much additional expense it will improve the appearance. 
If the tread of the stirrup is too wide. as  in our present stirrup, 
it often causes the foot to hang in the stirrup in dismounting. 
Moreover, it adds unnecessary weight to the stirrup. 
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Skirt of flap: 

Stirrups: 

Hoods are unsightly, heavy and useless. 
S t i m p  straps not to be twisted as at present. A simple 

strap with plain single buckle so placed as not to burt the leg, 
and without keepers; the straps to be hung, if practicable, like 
those OR the ordinary flat saddle, so that they can be quickly 
and easily adjusted, and so that they will pull loose from the 
saddle in case the rider falls and his foot catches. The flesh- 
side of the leather should be outside in the s t i r rupstrapthis  
makes it stronger where it bends round the ring or staple or 
fixture by which it is hung to the saddle. 

Qimrter strops, i f  used, should be like the simple straps with 
small D-rings in use twenty years ago. They should he long 
enough for the D-rings to come partly under the barrel of the 
horse, so as not to hurt the rider's leg or the horse's side. This 
would require a good deal shorter cinch than is now used. 
(The arrangement of the quarterstraps which we have been 
using for the last fifteen or twenty years is, in my judgment a 
failure. They are supposed to ad just themselves automatically, 
but they do nothing of the kind, while the twist in the straps 
turns the'edges of the leather against the horse's side and 
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raises knots on it. This has made the large D-ring and the 
great clumsy plate of leather under it necessary to save the 
horse. These hurt the trooper's legs and prevents him from 
taking a right hold on the horse-with them.) 

I hope the Board will make a thorough test of 
a saddle with stuffing under the bars. m i l e  I doubt that such 
a saddle can ever be adopted in our service on account of the 
lack of skilled troop saddlers capable of restuffing them, es- 
pecially in time of war, there is much to recommend such a 
saddle. The under side should, of course, be of leather and 
r?ot of felt or cloth. 

Staples arrd rings should be of bronze or brass; if of brass 
they should not be painted brown, but kept clean and polished 
in garrison. 

Coat straps: I prefer whang leather thongs to coat- 
straps with buckles. 

Seat: I prefer the seat entirely covered and, if practicable, 
StUlYed. 

PICKET PIN: Only fifteen picket pins are needed in .. a 

LARIAT: Only'fifteen lariats are needed in a troop. Those 
now furnished are very unsatisfactory. They are woven after 
the fashion of window cords and are very hard and inflexible, 
cspecially when wet. A simple piece of manila rope is far 
preferable. I t  soon becomes soft and flexible. Some officers 
say that a flat lariat of webbing woven hollow would be the 
best. 

W-HIPS: Fifteen whips and whipstocks should be sup- 
plied each troop for use in longeing horses. 

CAVESON: Fifteen cavesans with iron nose-bands like 
those in use at the Mounted Service School at Fort P2ley should 
be supplied each troop. -4 young horse cannot be properly 
trained without the use of the caveson and longe. I dm con- 
vinced from the experience I have had personally wrthin the 
last year that the longe-and-cavesson is the most essential im- 
plement in the handling of untrained horses, and that the use 
of it in our service would have saved hundreds of fine horses 

Stuffing: 

troop. ?I 

A good lariat is specially needed in longeing horses. 

c 
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from ruin and condemnation. The cavesson described on page 
160, Cavalry Drill Regulations, is absolutely useless. 

The saddle-pockets should be narrower 
and, if necessary to have as Much space as at present, deeper. 
As wide as they are now, it is hard to prevent them from rub- 
bing the skin off the horse’s hips. 
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SADDLE-POCK-: 

SABRE: Sharp. 
SABRE-SCABBARD: Of black steel like the rifle barrel. 
RIFLE: I hope some way may be devised for carrying 

the rifle on the horse other than that now in use. It is im- 
possible to ride with the proper seat or to use the leg as an 
aid with the rifle under it. 

PISTOL: The 45-calibre Colt now issued in the Philip 
pine Islands is satisfactory, but I should like a shorter barrel 
if practicable. 

The butt of the  pistol grip should turn 
to the rear instead of to the front. The pistol could then be 
drawn and returned more easily and naturally, and it would 
hang in place when one is mounted better than it does now. 

W e  ought to have a 22-calibre target 
pistol supplied the service, as nearly as possible of the same 
weight and balance as the service pistol. No one can become 
an expert pistol shot without firing thousands of rounds, which 
is not practicable with the service pistol on account of its 
terrific range and the cost of the ammunition. It should seem 
that the 38-calibre revolver now in use might be reduced to 
22-calibre by bushing the barrel arid chambers, and then issued 
for a target pistol. 

Bows: There should be ten good bolos in each troop 
Those now supplied by the ordnance department are of no use. 

SADDLE CLOTHS: The officer’s canvas field saddle-cloth 
serves no useful purpose whatever, and being very sleek only 
makes it the harder to keep the saddle in place. I should like 
to see it dropped. If any field saddle-cloth is necessary i t  
should be made of wool throughout. 

PISTOL HOLSTER: 

TARGET PISTOL: 
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BOOTS AND LEGGINS: For the enlisted men I prefer the 
old style legj$n, probably with a string or  wire under the foot 
instead of the strap, for service; and I should like to see a neat 
black leggin of the Mark Cross pattern for dress. 

For officers’ boots I prefer the soft close-fitting legs, 
such as are now used at the Mounted Service School at Fort 
Riley. The calves cannot be properly used as aids when en- 
cased in big, stiff, hollow legs like those of our present uniform 
boot. 

OVERCOAT: I hope we shall try the short overcoat. 
CAPE: At our Northern posts there is lack of a warm 

outer garment to wear with our full-dress and social full-dress 
coats. The overcoat cannot be worn with the shoulder knots 
and the short cape affords little protection. If the cape could 
come down to the knees it would answer. 

I should like to see this shirt replaced by 
a garment somewhat after the pattern of the sailor’s “jumper,” 
which has no tail to be tucked into the breeches. I t  would look 
neater than the shirt and be more comfortable. 

CAMPAIGN HAT : The flat, somewhat stisbrim hat, 
creased peaked (Stetson’s cowboy hat) is better than the hat 
now in use. 

If a hat cord is needed at all it should not 
be more than half as large, either for officers or men, as the 
ones in use now. 

I earnestly beg you to give us back 
the white stable clothing which had become a part of the tradi- 
tions of our cavalry. The filthy looking brown overalls now 
issued are a shame to a trooper, and it is impossible for a 
troop commander to tell whether his men have on clean or 
dirty suits. And the blue hostler clothes, which the Quarter- 
master% department is now beginning to issue, are worse still. 
If the same clothing must be worn for fatigue as for stables, 
why not let it be white, like the street cleaners’ overalls in many 
of the cities? 

SPURS: The spurs of officers seem unnecessarily heavy 
and clumsy. The spur usually worn by civilian horsemen is 

FIELD SHIRT: 

HAT CORD: 

STABLE CLOTHING: 



sufficiently strong and much neater in appearance. The brass 
spur formerly worn by officers was better than the one of 
white metal now in use. The straps should fasten to buttons 
on the side of the spurs. 

General de Negrier’s “Lessons of the Russo- 
Japanese War” pretty nearly convinced one that we should 
carry bayonets in campaign Much as we hate to admit it, 
every modern war has shown that a good fire-arm is of more 
importance to cavalry than the sabre, and I am almost con- 
vinced that for practical purposes the bayonet will be of more 
use to us in war than the sabre. The question is one which 
should be settled, if possible, before war befalls. 

BAYONET: 

Very respectfully, 
M. F. STEELE, 

Major md Cavalry. 

A CRITICISM OF OUR CAVA,LRY DRILL 
REGULATIONS. *4mt inrced . 

BY MAJOR H. H. SARGENT. SECOND CAVALRY. 
Author of “Napoleon Bonapane’s First Compaign.” “The Campaign of 

Marengo,” and “The Campaign of Santiago de Cuba.” 

N my last article in the CAVALRY JOURNAL, I stated that I whatever system be adopted, whatever rules or principles 
be followed, in writing the commands of a drill regulations, 
there are certain things that should be kept constantly in view, 
namely, simplicity, brevity, consistency, and clearness ; and, with 
reference to these points, I discussed and criticised a mmber 
of the commands in our Cavalry Drill Regulations. I pur- 
pose, in this article, to continue the discussion and criticism 
aiong the same lines. 

(1). To change the direction of a squad in the line to 
the right and halt, the commands are, 1. Squad right, 2. 
MARCH, (307) ; and to change the direction of a squad in line 
to the right and continue the march, the commands are, 1. 
Right turn, 2. MARCH, (308). 

To change the direction of a platoon in line to the 
right and halt, the commands are, 1. Platoon right, 2.  MARCH, 
(448) ; and to change the direction of a platoon in line to the 
right and continue the march, the commands are, 1. Right trwn, 
2. MARCH, (448). 

To change the direction of a troop in line to the 
right and halt, the commands are, 1. Troop right, 2. MARCH, 
(476); and to change the direction of a troop in line to the 
right and continue the marirli, the commands are, 1. Right t m ,  
2. MARCH, (477). 

(2). 

(3) .  

? 

*Numbers in parentheses have reference to paragraphs in the Cavalry 
Drill Regulations, 1909. To simplify the discussion, the commands are gen- 
erally given for movements towards only the right flank. 
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(4). To change the direction of a troop in line of platoon 
columns of fours to the right and halt, the commands are not, 
1. Troop right, 2. MARCH ; there are no commands given for the 
movement; but to change the direction of a troop in line of 
platoon columns of fours to the right and continue the march, 
the commands are, 1. Right turn, 2. MARCH. (515).  

To change the direction of a squadron in line to 
the right and halt, the commands are not, 1. Squadron right, 2. 
MARCH, but are, 1. Fours right, 2. MARCH, 1. Left front into 
line, 2. MARCH, (621);  and to change the direction of a 
squadron in line to the right and continue the march, the 
commands are not, 1. Right turn, 2. MARCH, but are, 1. Fours 
right, 2. MARCH, 1. Lcft front into line, 2. Trot, 3 .  MARCH, 
(621). 

To change the direction of a squadron in mass to 
the right and halt, the commands are not, 1. Squadron right, 
2. MARCH; there are no commands given for the movement. 
But to change the direction of a squadron in mass to the right 
and continue the march, the commands are, 1. Right turn, 2. 
MARCH. (638). 

To change the direction of a squadron in line of 
platoon columns to the right and halt, the commands are not, 
1. Squadron right, 2. MARCH; there are no commands given 
for the movement ; but to change the direction oi  a squadron in 
.line of platoon columns to the right and continue the march, 
a t e  connnands are, 1. Right turu, 2. MARCH. (664). 

To change the direction of a regiment in line of 
masses to the right, the commands are not, 1. Regiirmtt right, 
2. Mlsacn, but are, 1. Change front to the right, 2. , \ . h R C H ,  

( 7 9 1 ) ;  and to change the direction of a regiment in line of 
masses to the right and continue the march, the commands are 
not, 1. Right turn, 2. MARCH; there are no commands given 
for the movement. 

To change the direction of a regiment in line of 
close columns to the right and halt, the commands are not, 1. 
Regiment right, 2. MARCH; there are no commands given for 
the movement; and to change the direction of a regiment in 
line of close columns to the right and continue the march, the 

(5). 

(6). 

(7) 

(8 ) .  

(9). 
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commands are not, 1. Right twn,  2. MARCH; there are no com- 
mands given for the movement. 

As a previous discussion has made it clear that the drill 
regulations would be much simplified if the commands, 1. 
Column right, 2. MARCH, were used throughout the text to 
change the direction to the right of a column of any kind from 
a halt or a march, so a discussion of the above examples will 
make it clear that the drill regulations would be much simplified 
if the commands, 1. Squad, (or  Platoon, or Troop, or Squadros, 
or, Regiment) right, 2. JZARcH, were used throughout the text 
to change the direction to the right of a squad, &toon, troop, 
squadron, or regiment in any kind of a line and to halt; and 
if the comrpands, 1. Right tum, 2. MARCH, were used through- 
out the text to change the direction to the right of a squad, 
platoon, troop, squadron, or  regiment in any kind of a line and 
to continue the march. 

It will be noted that in examples ( l ) ,  (2), and (3). the 
commands are consistent throughout; if we wish to change 
direction to  the right and halt, the commands are, 1. Squad 
(or Platoon or Troop) right, 2.  MARCH, and if we wish to 
change direction to the right and continue the march, the com- 
mands in each case are, 1. Right ticrv, 2. MARCH. But in 
example (4) there are no commands given for changing the 
direction and halting. Now it must be evident to any one that 
there is just exactly as much reason why commands should be 
given for changing the direction of a troop in line of platoon 
columns of fours and halting, as there is for changing the 
direction of a troop in line of platoon columns of fours and 
continuing the march. If the reply be made that in this case 
the, 1. Troop tight, 2. MARCH, is unnecessary, since the same 
result could be obtained by giving, 1. Troop, 2. HALT imme- 
diately after, 1. Right turn, 2. MARCH, the answer is that this 
same reason would justify the omission altogether from the 
drill regulations of, 1. Squad, (or  Platoon, or Troop) r igh ,  
2.  MARCH, since the same result could be obtained by giving 
in each case, 1. Troop, 2. HALT immediately after, 1. Right 
turn, 2. MARCH. The truth is, there is no reason which will 
justify the omission of 1. Troop right, 2. MARCH, in this 
example, nor is there any reason which will justify the omis- 

9 
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sion of, 1. Squadron right, 2. MARCH, in examples, (6) and 

And as to examples ( 6 )  and (7) it is a pertinent question 
to ask, why should commands be given to change the direction 
of a regiment in line of masses and halt (791) and no com- 
niands to be given to change the direction of a squadron in 
mass or in line of platoon columns, and halt? Surely if we 
wish to halt in one case there may be just as good reason for 
wishing to halt in the others. 

In example ( 5 )  there would seem to be no good reason 
why, 1. Squadron right, 2. hfARCH, should not be used to 
change the direction of a squadron in line to the right and 
halt, nor why, 1. Right tur ,  2. MARCH, should not be used to 
change the direction of a squadron in line to the right and con- 
tinue the march, just as  similar commands are used to change 
the direction of a troop in line. Consistency would certainly 
seem to require this; and brevity also, for the movement as  
now explained in the drill regulations requires two sets of 
commands in each case instead of one. Nor is this all, the 
commands here being different from those usually employed in 
changing direction, the squadron commander must remember 
that this is an exception to the general rule; and it is evident 
to anyone, that the more his mind is burdened with remem- 
bering exceptions, the more difficult it becomes for him to 
avoid errors. 

In example ( 8 )  the commands are given to change the 
direction of a regiment in line of masses to the right and halt, 
but these commands are of different form entirely from any 
of the previous commands given for changing the direction 
of a squad, platoon or  troop to the right and halting. So t  only 
this, but there are no commands given for changing the direc- 
tion of a regiment in line of masses to the right and contiriuing 
the march. I am aware, of course, that the drill regulations state 
that “In successive formations of the regiment, the conipletion 
of the movement should find the regiment halted.” (7.37). 
But why should a rule of this kind be given and, especially so. 
since the colonel may want the regiment to be marching at the 
completion of the movement? And why should the rule be 
made to apply to a regiment when it does not apply to a 

(7). 

. 
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squadron? May thgre not be just as good reason for wanting 
a regiment in line of masses to change direction to the right 
and continue the march as  there is for wanting R squadron in 
niass, (as), or  a squadron in line of platoon colurrms, (a), 
tcs change direction to the right and continue the march? 

Then, again, if  commands are given for changing the 
direction of a regiment in line of masSes and halting, why 
should not commands be given for changing the direction of a 
regiment in line of close columns and halting? (See example 
9.) Surely there is exactly as much reason for wanting to 
change the direction in one case as in the other; and, there- 
fore, exactly as much reason why, if the commands are 
given in one case they should be given in the other. 

Now all these inconsistencies niust be remembered by the 
regimental or squadron commander, and in this fact lies the 
great trouble-the source of much confusion and many errors. 
He must remember that there are no commands given in the 
test for changing the direction of a squadron in mass or in 
line of platoon columns and halting, but that there are com- 
mands for changing the direction of a regiment in line of 
trasses and halting; he must likewise remember that there are 
commands for changing the direction of a squadron in mass 
or in line of platoon columns and continuing the march, but 
that there are no commands for changing the direction of a 
regiment in line of masses and continuing the march; and he 
must also remember that the commands given for changing 
the direction of a regiment in line of masses and halting are 
ci an entirely different form than those given anywhere else in 
the text for executing a similar movement. 

In closing the discussion of the nine esamples above cited 
it may here be set iorth as  a general truth, that in similarly 
executed movements where one kind of commands will answer 
every purpose, it will invariably lead to more or less confusion 
and error, i f  different kinds of commands are employed. In  
similar movements simplicity is gained by using a few and not 
a multiplicity of commands. 

Again, to face a troop in line to the rear and halt, the 
ccmmands are, 1. Fours right about, 2. MARCH, 1. Troop, 2. 
HALT; or to face a squadron in line to the rear and halt, the 
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canman& are, 1. Fours right about, 2. MARCH, 1. Squadron, 
2. HALT; but to face a regiment in line to the rear and halt, 
the commands are not, 1. Fours right about, 2. MARCH, 1. 
Regiment, 2. HALT, nor are they, 1. F o w s  right ubout, 2. 
MARCH, 1. Squadrotas, 2. HALT, although the commands given 
in the text for halting a regiment are, 1. Squadrons, 2. HALT, 
(753) ; but they are, 1. Face to the rear, 2. Fours right ubout, 
3 .  MARCH. (751). 

Now it will be noted that in the commands for facing a 
regiment in line to the rear and halting, (ijl), there are two 
preparatory commands, both of which mean practically the 
same thing; for when a regiment has executed fortrs right &out 
it has certainly faced to the rear. And since the command, 
Face to the rear-tells nothing whatever that it is necessary to 
know, that is not told in the command, Fours right about, it is 
superfluous and unnecessary. But this is not all, the explanation 
of the commands in the text shows that the regiment is to halt 
after executing Fours right about, but there is nothing in the 
preparatory commands or  command of execution that tells this 
fact or even hints at i t ;  although the knowledge of this fact is just 
as essential to the proper execution of the movement as is the 
knowledge of the fact that the regiment is to face about in 
exactly the opposite direction. 

But even this is not all; to march the regiment in line to 
the rear, the commands are, 1. Fours right about, 2. MARCH, 
(752), and to halt is; the commands are, 1. Squadrw, 2. 
HALT. (753). Sow it must be perfectly evident to anyone 
that no other commands are needed to face the regiment to 
the rear and halt it; and, consequently, that the commands, 1. 
Face to the rear, 2. Fours right about, 3. MARCH, are entirely 
superfluous and unnecessary. 

1. Face to the rear, 2.  Fottrs right 
about, 3. MARCH, as explained in the text, have exactly the 
same meaning as, 1. Fours right about, 2. MARCH, 1. Squadrons, 
2. HALT, if we eliminate, 1. Fours right about, 2. MARCH, from 
each set of commands, since they are common to both, we shall 
have left in the one set of commands, 1. Face to the rear and 
io  the others, 1. Squadrow, 2. HALT, which must be inter- 
preted to mean one and the same thing; that is to say, each 

Since the commands, 

. 
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Major must interpret the Colonel’s command, 1. Face to tL 
rear, to mean, 1. Squadrons, 2. HALT; and this, too, not only for 
the reason given above, but for the additional reason that the 
explanation given in * the text compels this interpretation. 
Would it be any less absurd. so to explain commands in the 
text as to require him to interpret, Fours right about to mean 
O n  right into line, or Column right to mean Close in tmals  
than it is to require him to interpret the command, Foce to the 
rear, to mean, 1. Squadrons, 2. HALT? Must it not be the 
source of much confusion and error to force upon the regi- 
mental and squadron commanders the burden of remembering 
the inconsistencies and absurdities in these written commands ? 

Again, to  teach recruits to align themselves to  the right 
a: a halt, the commands are 1. Eyes, 2. RIGHT, (40). and to 
align soldiers to the right a t  a halt, the commands are, 1. 
Right, 2. DRESS, (95), but to  align to the right while march- 
ir?g in line, or in column of fours when there are no chiefs of 
platoons or  file closers present, the commands are not, 1. 
Guide, 2.  RIGHT, but are Guide right, (99 and 114) ; and to 
a!ign them to the right while marching in column of fours 
when the chiefs of platoons are present, the commands, are 
not, 1 .  Guide, 2. F~IGHT, nor Guide right, but are, 1. Chiefs of 
platootw on the right flatrk, 2.  MARCH. (185). 

In  the first place, it will be noted that Guide right in the 
esample cited and, for that matter, throughout the text, is 
invariably printed in italics as a preparatory command. And 
since this preparatory command simply “indicates the move- 
nient” that is to be esecuted, (9), and is not followed by a 
command of execution to “cause the execution.” (9), (except 
ir? a very few cases in which the Guide right precedes the 
AIARCH in the commands for the main movement, as, for in- 
stance, in, 1. Forward, 2. Guide right, 3. hhRCH, in paragraph 
119). it is apparent that there is no way provided in the drill 
regulations for  executing this simple command. T l w e  is 110 

ueay; and for that reason the commands when following the 
~ I A R c H  for the main movemen“t or when used alone should 
always be written, 1. G d e ,  2. RIGHT; that is to say, should 
be written in a form similar to, 1. Eyes, 2. RIGHT, and 1. Right, 
2. DRESS; for unless this is done, unless the RIGHT is written in 
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capitals, the commands cannot in theory be executed. That they 
have for many years been executed in practice does not weaken 
the criticism in the least; it simply shows that these numerous 
mistakes in the written commands have been overlooked on the 
drill ground. 

Secondly, there are several reasons why in indicating the 
guide of a troop, squadron, or regiment, in column of fours. 
the commands. 1. Guide, 2. RIGHT, are to be preferred to, 1. 
Chiefs of platoons on right flank, 1. MARCH. In the first 
place they are briefer and, with the exception under discussion, 
they are the words invariably used throughout the text to in- 
dicate the guide. Of course it is well understood that' it is 
seldom necessary to indicate the guide in these formations since 
it is always on the side of the chiefs of platoons, nor is it 
scarcely ever necessary to change the chiefs of platoons to the 
opposite flank in order to get them on the side towards which 
the line is to be formed, for the reason that they can take their 
position there just as easily during the movement as they could 
prior to the movement. But even though it is seldom necessary 
to give these commands, it must be remembered that it is neces- 
sary for each soldier in each set of fours to know on which 
side the guide is. and this to him is the important and prin- 
cipal fact to be determined. The positions of the chiefs of 
platoons and file closers are to  him subordinate facts of no 
immediate interest. To tell him where the chiefs of platcans 
are and then to require him to remember that the guide of the 
troop is on the same side as the chiefs of platoons and that 
the guide of each set of fours is on the same side as the 
guide of the troop only burdens him with remembering facts 
which would be entirely unnecessary if  the direct commands. 
1. Glide, 2. RIGHT (or  LEFT) were used. Of course, it is a p  
parent that the changing of the chiefs of platoons to the o p  
pcsite flank may, in-the mind of the commander himself, be 
the principal fact to be determined, but even then the com- 
mands, 1. Guide, 2. RIGHT (or LEFT) will answer every pur- 
pose in accomplishing the desired result: and though in this 
case the burden of remembering what these indirect commands 
mean is necessarily placed on the chiefs of platoons, it is well 
to  remember that there are but two or three chiefs of platoons 
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in each troop and that they can more easily bear this burden 
than can all the enlisted men of the troop. Then, too, their 
average intellect being higher than that of the enlisted men, 
they will be less apt to make mistakes in carrying out com- 
mands of this character. 

But it is to the commander himself that these inconsisten- 
cies in the text will probably give the greatest trouble; for he 
must remember to use one form of commands in one kind of 
formation and another form in almost exactly the same kind 
of formation, although the thing to be done is practically the 
same in both cases. 

One of our cavalry colonels recently said to me that what 
he particularly objected to in our Cavalry Drill Regulations 
was that in the regimental drill he had to unlearxf a good 
many of the commands that he had learned in the squadron 
drill, or rather, that he had to remember that many,of the 
regimental commands are different in form from the squadron 
commands. 

This criticism was certainly a just one; and, at the risk 
of repetition, it niay not k out of place to look at the matter 
for a moment from the colonel's point of view. 

Having learned that the commands for calling the squad- 
ron to attention are, 1. Squudron, 2. ATTENTION, he now 
learns that to call the regiment to attention, the commands are 
not, 1. Regiment, 2. ATTENTION, but are, 1. Squadrons, 2. 
ATTENTION. (747). 

Having learned that the commands for halting a squadron 
are 1. Squadron, 2. HALT, he now learns that the commands 
for halting a regiment are not, 1. Regiment, 2. HALT, but are, 
j .  Squadrons, 2. HALT. (753). 

Having learned that the commands for facing a squadron 
tc the rear and halting are, 1. Fours right about, 2. MARCE, 
1. Sqiradron, 2. HALT, he now learns that the commands for 
facing a regiment to the rear and halting are not, 1. Fours 
right about, 2. MARCH, 1. Regiment, 2. HALT, but are, 1. 
Face to the rear, 2. Fours right obout, 3. MARCH. (751). 

Having learned that the commands for forming a double 
column of fours in the squadron are, 1. Double colurttn of 
fours, 2. Center forward, 3. MARCH, he now learns that the 
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commands for forming a double cdumn of fours in the regi- 
ment are not, 1. DouMe column of fows, 2, Center f m w d ,  3. 
MAaca, but are, 1. Donble column of fours, 2. MARCH. (799). 

Having learned that the commands for forming line from 
echelon in the squadron are, 1. Form line, 2. MAaca, he now 
learns that the commands for forming line from echelon in 
the regiment are not, 1. Fwon line, 2. MARCH, but are, 1. Form 
line on suck squadron, 2. MARCH. (804). 

Having learned that the commands for changing front in 
mass and halting in the squadron are, 1. Right turn, 2. MARCH, 
1. S q d r o n ,  2. HALT, he now learns that the commands for 
changing front in line of masses and halting in the regiment 
are not, 1. Righi turn, 2. MARCE, 1. Regimenf, 2. HALT, but 
are, 1. Change frortt to the right, 2. MARCH. (791): 

Having learned that the c o m m d s  for forming line of 
fours from mass in the squadron are, 1. On (such) troop, 2. 
Line of fours, 3. MARCH, (629), he now learns that the com- 
m a d s  for forming line of fours from line of masses in the 
regiment are not, 1. On (such) hoop (such) squadrun, 2. Linc 
of fours, 3. MARCH, but are, 1 .  Line of fours, 2. On (such) 

In these articles in the CAVALRY JOURNAL I have purposely 
ccnfined the discussion and criticism of the Cavalry Drill Regu- 
lations to the written commands, and have therefore omitted 
any discussion and criticism of the movements themselves, 
except so far as they may have had, in a few cases, a bearing 
upon the commands. A n  analysis and a discussion of a num- 
ber of movements and of the reasons for the inclusion of some 
in and the omission* of others from the text, would no doubt 
be of interest and, perhaps, lead us to the conclusion that some 
changes should be made; but in my opinion the movements 
described and the general tactical system followed in our 
Cavalry Drill Regulations are, taken as a whole, very satis- 
factory. The principal faults are to be found, not in the 
movements but in the commands. 

(The end.) 

*As. for instance, the omission of, 1. Right f ron t  into line, 2. Mmcn, an i  
1. On right inb line, 2 MARCH, of a squadron or regiment in column 01 
troops. 

CAVALRY INSTRUCTION. 
A NARRATIVE OF INSTWCTION GIVEN DURING THE YEAR 1910 

AT FORT SHERIDAN, ILLINOIS, TO A TROOP OF CAVALRY. 

BY CAPTAIN F. C. MARSHALL, FIPRENTH CAVALRY. 
~~ 

is a personal experience. It is offered to illustrate 

give adequate instruction to a troop of cavalry at a post typical 
cf many of the cavalry stations in the Uhited States, and is a 
frank statement of what was actually done during the year 
1910. 

The top soil on the Fort Sheridan reservation is a shallow 
biack loam, over a heavy clay subsoil. This loam holds the 
water a long time in the spring and after each heavy rain, and 
is so boggy and heavy that work of any sort off the roads can- 
not be done until it has dried out. In the spring April is lost, 
and usually May as well, for any work off the roads. 

There is a drill hall at this post, originally built for in- 
fantry, with a board floor. A few years ago this board floor 
was removed, and tanbark was put in. The cavalry and field 
atrillery are now allowed to use it, in conjunction with the 
infantry. On account of certain defects in the construction 
cf the knee boards the hall is extremely dangerous for mounted 
work, which must, in consequence, be limited to very slow 
movements, and to small commands. 

During the indoor period-Xovember to May-the cavalry 
troops are allowed in the hall on alternate days, Saturday and 
Sunday excepted, for one hour each. O n  account of inter- 
ference with this schedule by guard and prison p a r d  duty it 
is seldom that this drill can be had more than nine days per 
month. 

The roads in the vicinity of Fort Sheridan are generally 
metalled. The surfacings used are limestone macadam or clay 

' r H l S  the difficulties that oppose themselves to an effort to 
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gravel. They are badly kept up and are rough and full of 
holes. In addition many of them are oiled, and all the good 
ones are thronged with automobiles. In the winter, due to 
the mild influence of Lake Michigan, there is rarely a day wher 
more or less thawing does not take place. This, combine * 
with the freezing nights, coats the roads with ice. To UY 
them, horses must be sharp shod, i f  it is at all icy, and milst 1 
shod to use them at any t i m e  

Guard duty, due to the great extent of the post, and the 
large number of prisoners kept here, takes the men away from 
their horses certainly two, and usually three, days out of every 
t h e .  For example: If my troop goes on guard on Tuesday, 
at ten o'clock. it comes off at the same hour on Wednesday, 
and is on prison guard from seven o'clock until five on Thurs- 
day. The following Thursday it goes on guard again. Dur- 
ing these three days the horses must be turned loose, and they 
can be groomed but twice: the morning of marching on guard, 
and the afternoon of marching off. If they are loose they 
must not be sharp shod, or they will cut each other badly. If 
they are smooth shod, since the corral is usually a mass of ice, 
they will run the risk of serious falls if they attempt to move 
about much. In fact one of my barefooted horses fell in the 
corral and broke his neck this winter. 

From all these considerations, and after two winters at 
this station, I decided to abandon mounted instruction al- 
together for the winter of 191G1911, except mounted fencing 
on the days the hall was available. I pulled all the shoes fron 
the horses' feet, and reduced the grain ration to three pounds a 
feed. I experimented with horse exercise on the road two 
days, and had so many horses laid up that I decided to abandon 
the idea of having it at all. The horses are all fitted, and their 
shoes are nailed to the heel posts, ready to be put on in 
March, as soon as the indications are that the heavy freezing 
weather is over. Then, as soon as the roads are practicable, 
the full grain ration will be fed, and the troop will march 
from ten miles a day, at the walk, in the beginning, to twenty 
miles a day, done in four hours, as the horses get hardened. 
This will put them rapidly in condition, and I am sure that 
they will be much benefited by the rest. It would be much 
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better, of course, if they could get proper daily exercise all 
winter, but as that is impossible under conditions at Fort 
Sheridan, I regard my experiment as the best way out of a 
difficult situation. 

In describing the work of the troop in 1910, I will give 
you the history by months. 

In  January, 1910, we had seven mounted drills of one 
hour each, in the hall; all but one were bareback. There were 
six gymnasium drills, and one in first aid. 

I have used every effort 
tu encourage this practice., A fair gallery was arranged in the. 
larger squad room; every unqualified man was required to fire 
two scores daily, and unlimited ammunition was furnished the 
others. The gallery was in use nearly all day, and every day. 
Weekly competitions for small prizes were had between the 
squads. 

Non-commissioned officers' school was held three days in 
the week, and as broad a course was laid down for them as it 
was thought they could profitably absorb. Examinations were 
held, as ordered, and the non-commissioned officers were gradu- 
ated as provided in orders, on showing proper proficiency, in all 
subjects, except minor tactics. I do not believe that anyone, 
officer or non-commissioned officer, should ever be graduated 
in this subject. In  addition to the noncommissioned 0- 

a? least ten selected privates attended the weekly exercises in 
this subject. These exercises consisted of lectures, or problems 
cr conferences, and the men showed unfailing interest in them 

In February the troop drilled in the hall eight times. There 
were six gymnasium drills, ten dismounted drills, and one in 
first aid. 

In March the weather was exceptionally fine, and the hall 
was used only four times; there were thirteen mounted drills, 
each for two hours, three gynxraseum drills, and eight dis- 
mounted drills. The gallery was in constant use in February 
and March. 

In  Aptil the first three days' practice march of the squad- 
ron was held; the troop had eleven mounted drills, of two hours 
each, two drills in the hall, and twelve dismounted drills. 

Gallery practice was held daily. 
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In Bby the weather was very raw and rainy. Mounted 
work was con6ned to the roads. Target practicc--rahge firing 
-absorbed all available time between the 9th and the 26th. 
The squadron made its monthly practice march to Chicago, to 
participate m the Deconm .on Day ceremonies in that city. 

Rifle practice was continued until June &, when it was 
stopped, and only such instruction as was mcessary to prepare 
for a military tournament in Chicago was given. This duty 
was finished on July 16th, when the troop returned to Fort 
Sheridan. The remainder of this month was used in preparing 

.&e non-oommissioned officers for their duties as patrol leaders 
at the Sprta Maneuvers. Fcom four to six hours daily was 
spent on the roads in the vicinity, and special attention was 
given to perfecting the non-commissioned officers in map read- 
ing, in esthating distances, in the preparation of messages, and 
in marching. Instruction was given almost daily in swimming 
horses in Lake Michigan. 

From August 1st to September 15th the troop was at the 
maneuver mematon near Sparta, and on its march home. Here 
its duties were the same as those of all other cavalry troops, 
and need not be enlarged on. 

O n  returning to Fort Sheridan the troop at once took up 
its d e  and revolver practice. This duty took practically all 
the time available (together with practice marches and the an- 
nual inspection) for instruction until November 26th, when the 
proficiency test of the troop was fired, the mercur) standing at 
12 degrees, Fahrenheit. 

This was followed, in December, by practically the same 
programme as described above for January. The troop got ten 
drills in the hall. Horse exercise was attempted twice, but the 
mads were so slippery that it was not considered safe, either 
for the men or the horses, and so it was discontinued. 

At the date this is being written-February 1 4 t h d h e  
horses are in excellent health.and flesh. They are not too fat. 
The stable doors are kept open in all weathers; the horses are 
not blanlceted at all, except when brought in wet, and then only 
until dried. They are kept in the stable, during the day t h e ,  
only when it is raining hard; never on account of cold, or 
wind, or snow. 

I . . - .  . . .  .-  . ,. . . ,.. . . .  . . . ’ ’~ ----LIT- ’ ---Wqq 
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It happened that very few men were discharged during 
1910 from my troop; only two recruits were received. Of 
these, one was an excellent cook, and he was put in the kitchen 
as soon as his preliminary drills were over. The other joined 
just before the tournament, was given his recruit training 
very rapidly, and was taken up as a private when we went to 
maneuvers. 

Paragraph 3, General Orders No. 7, Current Series, War 
Department, will be full of difficulties for cavalry at stations 
like this one. The instruction ordered in the first portion of the 
paragraph can be correctly given to include rifle and revolver 
practice, practice marches, and camping. Patrolling on the 
roads can be effectively taught, but, since patrolling in war 
would very often be off the roads, great care must be taken to 
impress on the patrol lkders that this instruction is given 011 

the roads, only because they are not permitted, by private own- 
ers, to go across the fields. My own plan is to have the non- 
commissioned officers explain, as the problem progresses, just 
where they would leave the roads, and why, and how they 
would move across the country to gain vantage points now in- 
accessable to them. Patroling at night can be taught with a 
much closer approach to war conditions. 

I find it more profitable to teach advance, rear and flank 
guard duties from maps, using the one sided war game, and 
similarly the attack afld defense of small convoys, such as non- 
commissioned officers might possibly be called on to take 
charge of. 

I limit my instruction of sketching to flat sketches of the 
roads, but go very deep into map reading, so that my sergeants 
acd corporals can read the war game maps correctly and 
rapidly. Whenever my troop marches on a terrain mapped by 
the Geological Survey, several of the non-commissioned officers 
are provided with these maps (which, after all, is our “military 
map”) and one of them always acts as a guide to the troop. It 
is his duty to be able to tell me where the troop is at any gim 
moment, and to point out on the map the prominent topo- 
graphical features visible at the moment. 

In addition to the general instruction described above, there 
is a signal party in one suqad, and in another two men are in- 
structed in the use of the Weldon range finder. 

6 
. 
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The &ort was made to play polo at Fort Sheridan two 
years ago. Twenty messeager horses, quite unbroken, were 
assigned to this squadron, and a portion of the drill ground 
was set aside as a polo field. The plot selected needed clear- 
ing and grading; it was cleared and the grading was com- 
menced, but, for some reason, was not finished when the 
ground froze in the early winter of 1909. For the same rea- 
son the grading was never resumed, and the ground is now in 
worse condition than ever. The practice has existed at Fort 
Sheridan, for a number of yea-, apparently, of skinning the 
sods OtT the cavalry drill ground to furnish sods for the bare 
spots in the post proper. This has resulted in making the cav- 
alry drill ground so uneven that practice with polo balls is im- 
possible there, nor is there a place on the reservation where 
the stroke can be practiced, or the ponies trained. The Onwent- 
sia Country Club, three miles distant, was thrown open to our 
officers, for polo playing, through the courtesy of its mem- 
bers. This seemed to give the chance we were looking for, 
and, for a time, our officers availed themselves of the privi- 
lege The club members, however, being Chicago business 
men, could not begin to play until five o’clock in the evening, 
and this proved to be an hour that was inconvenient to 
the oflicers, and the effort to play was soon abandoned. 

apparent that the ponies would be of no use 
here, so they were shipped to our friends; the Sixth Cavalry, at 
Fo~t Des Moines, where there is an admirable polo field on the 
parade ground. 

It is, of course, unwise to quarrel with conditions that 
one cannot correct, so I shall refrain from commenting on what 
might be done for cavalry at this station. It does seem as if 
stations might be found that would give greater opportunity for  
the development of our army than many that we now occupy. 
I have been stationed at Forts Meade, Keogh, Yates, Leaven- 
worth, Rilev, Ethan Allen and Sheridan. and am familiar with 
conditions at Forts Snelling, Robinson and Des Moines. It  
is my judgment that, of all these stations, Fort Riley is the only 
one suited to our work, the year around. Fort Robinson 
offers such excellent facilities for a portion of the year, that 

It 
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it may also be made an exception, but the rest are, in my 
opinion, unqualifiedly bad. 

It is ‘to be regretted that a large reservation cannot be 
secured, in the non-agricultural regions in Eastern Tennessee or 
Kentucky, for instance, where several regiments of cavalry and 
field artillery could be stationed, and where they could find 
room and suitable conditions for field work the entire year. 

In the mounted drills referred to above, describing the 
work of the year, excepting those drills had in preparation 
for the Chicago Tournament, I did not use the drill ground six 
times in the year. Almost all my instruction was given on 
the roads, and the greater part of it was designed for the non- 
commissioned officers. The facilities for horse training, and 
equitation, are so meager at Fort Sheridan, that I freely cop- 
fess, my men may be said to be but little trained therein. They 
hardly deserve to be called cavalry soldiers at all, but rather 
mounted infantry. 



FIELD TRAINING VS. TARGET PRACTICE. 

N the March issue of the JOURNAL the article by Captain I Booth entitled “Field Training vs. Target Practice,” 
and the comments thereon under the caption “Cavalry Train- 
ing and Target Practice,” should I believe, be received as a 
welcome note calling for a discussion of ways and means to 
correct some of the present defects in our branch of the 
service, as noted therein. 

As one who has in the past few years been deeply inter- 
ested in the work that a cavalryman can do with the “in- 
fantry rifle” in competition with the infantry and others, I 
take the liberty of making a few comments and offering a 
few suggestions on the subject covered by the articles men- 
tioned above. 

The essential features of the two articles may be divided 
into the following : 

1st. That too much time is being devoted in the cav- 
alry to rifle practice to the exclusion of other work. 

2nd. That the present rifle should be replaced by some 
type of arm, lending itself more readily to cavalry uses, in 
which weight and convenience of carrying should be the 
governing principles, instead of its long range effectiveness. 

In connection with the first Captain Booth states, “so 
long as the standing is published and the proficiency of 
troops is compared with each other and the infantry, most 
troop commanders will devote all the time they can get to 
target practice, so as to make as good a showing as possible 
without regard to how much. the instruction along other 
lines, which is not published, is neglected.” 

FIELD TRAZNZNG VS. TARGET PRACTICE. 

In the comments on Captain Booth’s article is 
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found 
that “too much time is spen; in emulating and competin 
with the infantry in the use of the infantry rifle.” 

In both of these statements the authors have attempted 
to place the blame for other deficiencies in our training on 
the desire of troop commanders to compete, either through 
published reports or in competition with other troops and 
the infantry in marksmanship, and have either overlooked 
or purposely avoided the principal reason why so much time 
is now devoted to rifle practice and other work neglected. 

To a certain extent the reasons advanced by them are 
true, but is it not more true that the prime factor in giving 
the men so large an amount of target practice rests primarily 
on the increased pay granted for qualification as marksmen, 
etc. 

Contentment in the troop goes a long way towards ad- 
ditional zeal on the part of the men, both in their work and 
advancement in instruction. Where the men are satisfied 
that their interests are being promoted discontent seldom 
exists, but where they feel that their opportunities are being 
curtailed discontent follows. 

This applies particularly to rifle practice, where the 
question of additional pay is involved, and it seems but 
natural for troop commanders to give their men every legiti- 
timate chance to qualify and earn their pay. The rating as 
published annually of the relative standing of organizations 
has little to do with it. Friendly competition in the squad- 
ron or the regiment when they are united, may call for extra 
effort on the part of troop commanders to beat their neigh- 
bor, but the direction of these efforts with reference to the 
army at large is not often taken into consideration. Isolated 
cases may be found where officers thinking they have an 
exceptionally good shooting troop, direct their efforts to- 
wards obtaining the highest record in the army, but the 
commander of an average troop is influenced but little, if at  
all, with this end of the work. 

T o  offset the evils of too much target practice, two 
remedies present themselves, one, mentioned by Captain 
Booth, to abbreviate the course ; the other, to discontinue the 



. 110s U. S. CA VALR Y JOURNAL. 

present system of making increased pay contingent solely 
upon expertness with the rifle. 

In  connection with the former I may state, that for the 
past five months I have had an opportunity to discuss the 
present firing regulations with the president of the last revi- 
sion board, Major Geo. W. McIver, Ninth Infantry, and find 
that he is far from satisfied, in a great many ways with the 
present system, especially with the length of time it takes 
to conduct the practice. 

In writing this I have his permission to submit his 
ideas on the  changes he favors. They will be found to 
agree in the main with the scheme advanced by Captain 
Booth, and in brief be stated as follows: 

1st. Provide unlimited instruction for recruits, to give 
them the fundamentals a t  the start. 

2nd. Establish a record test to be fired at 200, 300, 500 
and 600 yards which will be followed by all the men, quali- 
cation in the separate grades to be based on percentages 
made in this course. 

3d. All firing to be timed fire of either five or ten shots 
in a given interval, for which the following is proposed : 

200 yards. five shots in twenty seconds. 
300 and 500 yards, five shots in thirty seconds. 
600 yards, five shots in forty seconds. 

This will comprise the entire course, and in order to 
qualify as marksman, sharpshooter or  expert rifleman, the 
men will be required to make a certain fixed percentage for 
each grade. 

4th. All firing to be with the battle sight except a t  
600 yards. 

jth. The  present expert test to be taken by all men in 
the troop eliminating the moving targets a t  200 yards. A 
certain qualification in this test being required for final 
qualification in the different grades, as determined by the 
firing in the timed fire course. 

T h e  exact details of percentages and so on have not as  
yet been worked out, it being the intention to secure a table 
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of averages and base the percentages of qualification for the 
three grades thereon. T h e  present expert test to be retained 
in the nature of preliminary work for the field firing and 
proficiency test. 

T h e  above scheme has been the result of considerable 
reflection and study, with a desire to shorten the present 
course as much as possible and yet maintain sufficient target 
practice to keep the efficiency of this work up to its present 
standard. 

T h e  elimination of skirmishing is made in the foregoing 
as in the end this kiad of fire is nothing more than timed 
fire in which the soldier is required to advance hurriedly 
from oae range to another and in no way simulates service 
conditions. 

This seems to be a good solution for the time now re- 
quired for target practice, and in so far as it relates to  our 
service might be modified by prescribing that the prelimi- 
nary course for recruits be given before they are placed in 
the troop, devoting mornings to the mounted work and the 
afternoons to range practice. with both arms. 

Once a man has learned to shoot, his subsequent appear- 
ance on the range should call for little preliminary work to 
put him in shape again for average shooting. The  rudi- 
ments are not  forgotten, but a man may be off in his physical 
condition, therefore a little “push and pull” drill and snap- 
ping exercises for a couple of weeks before the season ’bpens 
up. will give him a new start without firing a shot: a few 
rounds then for practice a t  each range, in targetting his gun, 
testing his hold and judgment of conditions will be sufficient 
to put him in good shape to fire the record test, and the 
minimum amount of time rcquired. 

In considering the other remedy, that of discontinuing 
the present system of making increased pay contingent 
solely upon expertness with the rifle, some difficulty may be . 
found in bringing it about. However the question seems to 
be one worthy of reflection and may accomplish the desired 
changes, calling for equal efforts in all the elements of cav 
alry training. 

‘-7, 
1 
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In order to give stimulus for all around proficiency why 

not utilize the funds now appropriated for r fle qualification 
as a reward for efficiency and general abil it y as a soldier? 
Establish the grade of first and second class private as now 
exists in the engineers signal and hospital corps. Increase 
the pay slightly of the non-commissioned officers and appor- 
tion the number of first and second class privates, so that 
the money required to give them all additional pay will bear 
a direct relation to the money now used, in paying the grades 
in marksmanship. 

Make the requirements for designation as first class 
private include excellence in all of the duties demanded of 
the soldier, z. e. horsemanship, ability to use the rifle or car- 
bine, revolver, saber and general soldierly qualities. 

Statistics are not at hand whereby the actual apportion- 
ment might be worked out, but it is thought that by taking 
the average of the amounts that have been expended in the 
past five years for increased pay for qualification as a basis, 
some schedule could be arrived at  so that the two would be 
about equal. 

From information available the following will show the 
data for the years I@ and 1907, the last three years not 
being at hand. 

In 1go6 the cavalry had the following qualifications : 
Expert riflemen. . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  292 

Marksmen . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.26; 
Sharpshooters. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I ,268 

calling for a monthly additional pay of $7,748.00. 

In 1 9 7  the figures are as follows: 
Expert riflemen. -183 
Sharpshooters , . ‘ 5 3 0  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Marksmen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  io62 

requiring a monthly additional pay of $9,309.00. 

In the past three years this amount has probably ex- 
ceeded so for the sake of submitting some scheme let us as- 
sume that the total amount per month now amounts to $10,- 
oo0.00. This makes an average of $55.00 per month per 
troop. 

.I. 
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With this figure to work on establish a schedule of pay 

1st. Sergeants ......................... . a 8  00 instead of 
Sergeants.. ........................... 32 Q) instead of 30 QO 
Corporals .............................. 23 r e  instead of ZI 00 

IS+ Class Privates.. .................... 17 QJ 

2nd. Class Privates. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15 00 

as follows: 
00 

this would allow 14 first class privates per troop. 

Such a change will require congressional action, but if it 
can be shown that the scheme involves nothing more than 
changing the designation of the pay from “increased pay for 
rifle qualification” to “good conduct” pay in which the ability 
to shoot is only a part of the requisite, instead of the sole 
consideration, it might be brought about without much diffi- 

In considering the second question, whether the present 
rifle should be replaced by some type of arm lending itself 
more readily to the needs of the cavalry, I think I may safely 
state, though to my knowledge the question has never been 
placed directly before the members of the cavalry teams I 
havebeenassociated with, that nonf of them favor the present 
rifle simply because it puts us on a par with the infantry in 
competition. 

The faults of the present h’eavy weapon as relates to the 
cavalry arm are too grave and conspicuous for any one who 
has the interests of the cavalry in mind, to want to retain it, 
and if the matter was put to a vote amongst those who have 
been and still are interested in competitions, I believe there 
would be a unanimous decision in favor of a lighter arm. 
T h e  question of competition not being considered. 

I am not however in favor of abolishing competitions for 
the cavalry. Should a carbine be adopted the old system of 
competitions could be revived, not necessarily to be held at 

bdifferent times and places as formerly but when the depart- 
ment competitions are held segregate the men using different 
arms into their own class, proceed with the competition as at 
present, but classify the men as winners either in the depart- 
ment rifle or carbine competition. 

culty. 
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The work could progress simultaneousfy, the only differ- 
ence being that two bulletins would be required and the title 
of the medals changed. The proportion of medals would 
remain as they now exist. 

For instance if there are fifty men present armed with 
the rifle and thirty with the carbine, let the course be the  
same for both, but have the men armed with the rifle com- 
pete amongst themselves and the men armed with thecarbine 
act similarly. 

Assuming the above to exist the following distribution 
of medals would be made: 

With 50 competitors, the team will consist of IO men, 
this would require I gold, 3 silver and 6 bronze medals; with 
30 competitors, the team will consist of 6 men, this would 
require i gold, I silver and 4 bronze medals, in all 2 gold, 
4 silver and IO bronze medals the same as if all were com- 
peting together. This would adjust the matter of depart- 
ment competitions. 

The question of army competitions would require adjust. 
- -sent by either allowing the two arms to hold separate 

competitions, or by resorting to the former scheme of grant- 
ing a n  allowance in the form of a handicap for the men 
armed with the carbine, based upon the relative efficiency of 
the two arms. 

In considering the question of organizing a cavalry team 
for the national matches, the adoption of a carbine for the 
cavalry would not interfere in the slightest, as for this work 
rifles could be procured as was done in 1906 and the cavalry 
ask no odds of anyone. 

The defects that have been pointed o u t  in the old car- 
bine as not being a good long range weapon. I think, will be 
found to have disappeared with the introduction of the 
present shaped bullet and the superiority of manufacture of 
the ammunition generally, over that we used when armed 
with the carbine before. 

When we consider that while using the carbine, the use 
of the sling as an aid in firing was scarcely known in the cav- 
alry, due to its absence as part of the equipment, its retention 
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both as a carrying device and as an aid in firing should be 
advocated. 

Personally I am very much in favor of discarding the 
present rifle and adopting a lighter arm, better designed for 
the use of our branch of the service. 

COMMENTS. 

The foregoing is a very interesting paper which should 
be published in the Cavalry Journal, if for no other reason, 
at least to keep cavalrymen thinking as to how we may im- 
prove cavalry. 

I still believe that a radical change in the system of in- 
structing cavalry is much needed, especially with reference 
to the use of the three arms other than the rifle or carbine, 
and since this question is one not to be decided lightly and, 
since to obtain a suitable cavalry system, one must examine 
any proposed scheme to the very smallest detail, thus leading . 
to countless ramifications, a speciailly selected Board of cav- 
alry 05cers should be set to work at  once to determine: 

I. What is the best cavalry organization for the cavalry 
of the United States? 

2. What is the best equipment for such cavalry? (A 
proper board is, of course, now deciding this question, a little 
out of order, to my mind, certainly as organieation should 
come first.) 

3. What shall be the system of instruction to be im- 
parted to cavalry? 

When these questions have been studied thoroughly and 
a report thereon made, then the Chief of Staff will be in a 
position to recommend a well balanced scheme for improving 
the cavalry. s. x. 



A PROPOSED METHOD OF LINKING AND DIS- 
MOUNTING TO FIGHT OK FOOT. 

BY CAPUIN HOLLAND RUBOTTOM, NINTH CAVALRY. 

N our present system of linking horses, and dismounting to I fight on foot the writer has often been impressed with the 
s10wness of the progress which a body of cavalry is obliged 
to go through when it is necessary to change from mounted 

0 

PLATE 1. 
Bhorlng the proposad Ilnk sod the manner of futenlng when not In use. 

tc dismounted action. Imagine a troop under fire trying to 
link the horses after dismounting, drawing the rifles out of 
their scabbards, crossing the near stirrup in front of the pom- 
mel and then forming a column of threes on one side of the 
column of led horses. Then, before a skirmish line can be 
formed by the troop as a unit, the platoons must all close up in 

e 
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column. 
skirmish line. 

proved by a number of experiments that it will work. 

Then, and not before, the troop can be formed into a 

The writer has a different scheme to propose and has 

PROPOSED CHANCES. 

There are four radical changes in this scheme: 
1. The horses are linked and rifles drawn from scab- 

2. The men in each four dismount and move in the in- 
bards while mounted. 

PLATE 11. 
Showlng e set of fours wlth horses llnked spd the men at advance rlfle. reedy 

to dlrmount to agnt on root. 

dicated direction passing in rear, instead of in front, of their 
horses. 

3. -4 colunln of threes is not formed at all, but a skirmish 
line is formed at once as soon as the men dismount. 

4. The troop may be mounted again and put in motion 
without waiting to unlink o r  return rifles. 

THE LINK. 

The link adopted for this purpose consists of two straps, 
one about 33 inches long with a snap at each end, the other 
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about 18 inches in length, having a snap at one end and a ring 
id the other. 

The object of having the link made in two pieces is that, 
if long enough to snap into the pommel ring, a single strap 
would be too long to lead a horse fastened to the halter ring 
of another horse. When the horses are not linked, the short 
piece is snapped into the near pommel ring. The long piece 
is fastened at one end by its snap to the ring of the short piece. 

PLATE 111. 
At the oommand -Amom I.8rr." the men. ( N a  1.3 and 8) .  dlsmount at once and, 

m n g  In row of thelr own horses. move qulekly towards the l e h  formlng 
ln llne 02 sklrmleherr. enoh .BC of t h m  opporlre thelr own honw. 

The other end is snapped into the lower ring of the curb bit, 
the ring of the snaffle bit, or the halter ring, depending upon 
the horse to be led. Some horses lead better by the halter but 
most horses lead better by the bridle, either the curb or snaffle, 
and cannot pull so hard as  by the halter. 

For experimental purposes the writer has adopted a few 
commands : 

L.: yz _ _  

1 
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1. TO PREPARE TO FIGHT ON FOOT. - 
Being mounted to  a halt, walk, trot, or gallop in column of 

"Prepare to fight on foot."* 
Nos. 1 and 2 unsnap the long piece of the link from the 

short piece, each passing the former to the man on his left who 
then snaps it into his own horse's upper halter ring (D ring). 

No. 3 unsnaps his whole link from his pommel ringf and 
passes it to So. 4 before linking So. 2's horse. Thus KO. 3, 

fours, the command is given: 

PLATE IV. 

Showlng method of Ilnklng. Llnk snapped tq upper rlng ol baker No. 4 leedlng 
No. 8's horse by the entlre Ilnk. If necessary LO have hls rlght hand free to 
defend hlrnself and horses. wlth rllle. saber or plstol. he can Ilnk NO. 8% 
horse to hls own. 

as well as 1 and 1, has the use of his reins until ready to dis- 
mount. 

Sos. 1, 2 and 3 then take the position of advance rifle. 

*If this system be adopted, the word "prepare," could be omitted, but it 
is now used to avoid confusion with the authorized command ."To fight on 
foot." 

?In case No. 3 finds it too difficult to unsnap the link from his pommel 
ring, a ring to snap the link into may be fastened by a short strap to the 
pommel ring. 
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All of this requires less than ten seconds from the time 
the command is given until all are at advance rifle, the troop 
meanwhile continuing the march at the same gait. 

W-hile linked the troop may be made to change direction, 
increase or tiemease the gait or may be brought to a halt 
as desired. 

2. METHOD OF DISMOUNTING. 

“Action right” (“left,” “front,” “rear,” “right front,” 
“left front.” “right rear,” or “left rear,’’ according to the direc- 
tion desired to have the skirmish line facing). 

PLATE V. 
MoancIng witboat onllnklng or retnrnlng ride, rhlch 10 held In right hand over 

a @ M C  the born’. oEslde. 
nnltnked rhlle morlng In any dlrectlon and at any gslt, or at a halt. sa 
d d n d  

After mountlnp. rltles are returned and h o m e  

No. 4, the horse holder, remains mounted and is ready to 
lead the horse of So. 3 by the entire link. 

The troop halts at once. In halting most horses when 
linked naturally move their haunches outward. If not, the 
riders may cause them to do so, sufficiently for dismounting. 
Nos. 1, 2, and 3 dismount at once and passing in rear of their 
own horses move quickly toward the direction indicated. 
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3. FORMING T H E  SKIRMISH LINE. 

If “action right” be given, each set of threes, regardless 
of the order of each man in the set, forms a skirmish line 
toward the right opposite their own horses. The guide in the 
troop is center unless otherwise indicated. 

-4s soon as all are in the line, intervals may be increased, 
if  necessary and the line halted at a designated place. 

“.Action left’” is similarly executed. In “-4ction front” 
(“right front” or “left front”) the troop dismounted forms as 
in “As skirmishers, Guide right,” moving in the direction in- 
dicated and regulating on the leading set of threes. 

In “Action rear” (“right” or “left rear”) the movement 
is executed similarly, considering each set of threes to have 
faced about, the skirmishers forming line and moving in the 
direction indicated, regulating on, the rear set of threes. 

4. METHOD OF ~ ~ O L ‘ N T I N C .  

The men are mounted again as in the present system, ex- 
cept that, where it is necessary to get away rapidly, as when 
cnder fire while mounting, each man mounts without waiting 
to unlink his horse or return his nfle to the scabbard and each 
set of threes passes in rear of their own horses. The easiest 
way to mount while holding the rifle in the hand is to grasp 
the rifle in the right hand by the upper end of the sling or by 
the barrel, hold it over the right side of the horse, the right 
forearm across the saddle, the rifle suspended, muzzle u p  The 
horses can thus be quickly mounted and the troop put in IM)- 

command “mount” is given, provided that the led horses are 
brought up to within ten yards of the skirmish line. The 
horses are unlinked and the rifles returned while the troop is in 
motion. 

tion, at a gallop, if desired, in less than ten seconds after the ‘EA 

GENERAL REMARKS. 

The nlatter of the kind of link used may seem at first 
g!ance to be unimportant. However, if a man is under fire 
2nd obliged to go through a slow process before he can get 
into a skirmish line, or before mounting when trying to get 1 
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I away, he would probably look at the matter differently. It is 

a well known axiom that cavalry is most vulnerable while dis- 
mounting to fight on foot or while mounting after a dis- 
mounted action. 

Suppose a body of cavalry is marching along in column 
of fours and expects to be fired upon any moment by infantry 
or dismounted cavalry. The commander can give the com- 
mand “Prepare to fight on foot.’” The horses thus can be 
linked at once and the tifles advanced and the men are ready to 
tumble off their horses and form a skirmish line in any dirsc- 
tion as soon as the cr~mmand is given. Moreover before 6s- 
mounting they are ready for a certain amount of mounted fire 
action, if necessary. After being prepared to fight on foot, the 
command can march any distance that might be required d- 
most as well as before. 

An objection has been made that if one of the horse0 
should be shot while linked it might cause considerable incon- 
venience and confusion. The same objection applies equally to 
any method of linking, except that in this case the men may 
still be mounted. In reply I would say that with this system 
it would be easier to unfasten the injured animal than in the 
old system; moreover with a saber, sharpened during cam- 
paign, it would be very easy for a man to cut one of the 
linlrs if necessary. 

Unfortunately no one has ever yet discovered any means 
or method by which one of the combatants may injure the 
other without the former taking some risks. 

If cavalry is to preserve its reputation for superior niobil- 
ity, it certainly ought to be able to change from mounted to 
dismounted action, and vice versa, with the least possible delay. 

It is believed that the necessity for a column formation 
dismounted is exceptional, as a troop should be able to go 
most any place mounted where a column formation can go 
dismounted. Where the necessity exists for such formation it 
can be obtained by giving the following command: 

1. Form column on left (right) flunk. 2. DISMOUNT. 
This after the troop has executed the command, “Prepare to 
tight on foot.” 

\ 

. --““gl 
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THE FORT RENO REMOUNT DEPOT. 

BY GERALD E. GRIFFIN, VETFJUNAEIAN, THIRD FIELD A ~ L L E R Y .  

N Canadian County, Oklahoma, six miles west of the “dry” 1 and thriving town of El Reno, is situated Fort Reno, well 
and favorably known to the Army as a remount depot. It is 
surrounded by a large reservatiQn of rolling prairie that slopes 
gently to the north branch of the Canadian river. 

It was my good fortune to be ordered to visit this station 
early in November of last year, with the object of acquainting 
myself with the methods employed there in preparing young 
horses for the military service. 

Soon after my amval, on a Rock Island train, at the pod 
station I was met by a tall, robust, soldierly loddng man, he 
being the sole occupant of a wretched looking express wagon 
and the driver of a not very spirited pair of mules harnessed 
thereto. 

He remarked with a twinkle in his eye that I was getting 
a rather cool reception and that my telegram had not been 
received until after the arrival of the train. At this he in- 
troduced himself as Captain Hardeman, 10th Cavalry, and 1 
knew I was in the presence of the Commanding Olhcer of the 
depot. 

I rode with him to his quarters where he madt me at home, 
and during our trip from the station I noticed that he was 
very handy in his management of a pair in harness. Before 
my visit to the depot ended I also noticed, among other 
things, that this genial man was not only a good driver and the 
Commanding Officer of the place but that he was also the 
Quartermaster, the adviser, the friend, the boss, the well in- 
formed horse handler, the farmer, the fatherly friend and the 
motive power of the establishment; and in addition a just dis- 
ciplinarian and true, conscientious soldierman. 

, 

i 
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After the usual cavalry tactics of sizing up a new military 
acquaintance, I was informed that whenever I was ready to 
look around there was a saddle horse at my disposal with a 
choice of saddles. I decided to commence operations at  once 
and quickly changed into riding togs. On repairing to the 
back yard I found Captain Hardenian holding two powerful 
sorrel geldings ready saddled; one of which he offered me, 
remarking as the Spaniard does, that the horse was mine. 

We hadn't'ridden far until we met, and I was introduced, 
tc  Lieutenant Ennis, First Field .\rtillery. Captain Harde- 
man's able assistant. He is a young man standing about six 
feet two and built in proportion; a good natured, even tem- 
pered, kindly soldier, gentle of manner and speech and an 
able and true horseman. 

We leave Jlr. Ennis at his work and proceed to niake the 
rounds of the stables, pastures, farm and training grounds. 
and return late in the evening, I enthusiastic and well pleased 
with what I had seen and learned. 

The same evening I had the pleasure of meeting Veter- 
inarian Brown of the Quartermaster's Departnient, who has 
charge of the veterinary hospital, an immense affair capable 
of accommodating one hundred and fifty animals, an able and 
painstaking veterinarian from whom I absorbed many valu- 
able ideas during my too short visit. 

The Fort Reno Remount Station is not a show place 
Thirty years ago- it was an old frontier post. It had been 
abandoned for several years before the depot \vas established, 
and as a consequence the old buildings fell into a dilapidated 
condition, a condition that will not admit of repair escept i n  a 
few instances. 

Shelter had to he provided for the animals wells had to 
be driven or dug, fences had to be built, hundreds of horses 
had to be f e d  and attended to, trainipg had to be started; and 
all, this with a small force and little money, for it may be 
remembered that  t he  powers were not very liberal in the  
matter  of expenditures. 

Everything has been done that it was practicable to do 
with the funds at the disposal of the Quartermaster's Depart- 
ment and although General Aleshire is the iounder of the re- 
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mount depots he has sacrificed everything here to the preparing 
of young horses for service in the organizations, and so ef- 
fective has this sacrifice been that this remount station has 
become, in a few years, famous throughout the service for its 
sound, tractable, fearless a i d  well trained young horses of ex- 
cellent con formation. 

It is hoped that within the next iew years sufficient money 
may be available to replace many of the wretched structures 
now surrounding the parade ground. 

And now a recital of the routine work of one day may be 
the means of conveying a fair idea of what the officials at Fort 
Reno are doing every day in the year. escept Sundays and 
legal holidays. 

:It five thirty a. m., turn out and get into w r k i n g  clothes; 
at six fifteeii, breakfast by the light of a lamp when the nights 
are long. At six thirty saddle up and make the rounds of the 
stables wlkre the horses in training are in hand. Each man is 
responsible for seven horses and sees that the watering and 
feeding have been attended to, that the sick and injured animals 
are sent to the hospital acconipanied by their respective cards, 
and that the preliminary training of the timid and very green 
horses on the longe or reins is commenced on the parade. !%e 
that the more advanced cavalry animals, numbering about 
one hundred, are properly saddled and bridled and started on 
their way to the training ground, where Lieutenant Ennis will 
tzke them in hand presently, and supervise their mmrk in hourly 
batches of thirty until noon and commence again at one thirty 
and continue until five. Supervise the proper harnessing and 
hitching of artillery horses in teams of sis, to sand laden 
caisons, and see to it that they are changed daily to  different 
positions in the team and in the pairs composing i t ;  that they 
:ire started on their hourly trips properly coupled and mounted 
and that they are up in the collars and pulling steadily. Be 
on hand at the critical moments to advise patience and ga t le -  
ness in handling, to  frown on harsh tones, to admonish the 
hasty of temper and commend the gentle hand and low pitched 
voice. 

I t  is now about seven o'clock and things are fairly under 
way but there still remain to be seen the finished horses in 
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pasture awaiting shipment to troop and battery ; the Virginia 
colts also must be inspected; the condition of the Missouri 
horses in their pasture must be examined and the two-year-olds 
must be investigated. Is there sufficient water in the tanks 
of the different pastures? Are the wind mills in proper work- 
ing order and are they properly oiled? Has the morning feed 
for the pastured animals been distributed? Have any of the 
loose animals been injured in the night? Are all the horses 
present and accounted for, and are any of them sick? What 
is the condition of the fences, the gates, the field shelter sheds 
and the feeding troughs? Are the employees doing their 
work ? 

We ride to the trained horse pasture, where forty-five are 
til waiting, and inspect, handle and count them, and even 
ride some of them dithout the aid of a halter or bridle of any 
kind. They have collected around the breast high feed troughs 
where the feed wagon is distributing the morning ration of 
cracked corn and corn fodder. They look healthy and are in 
fine condition, and we move among them on foot  as freely as 
we would among a troop or battery of old horses turned loose 
under similar conditions. 

One of the feed troughs has a board loose, it must be at- 
tended to immediately. W e  find the tank full of water and the 
overflow properly drained. The pump is working in a satis- 
ftctory manner and the fence is reported to be in good con- 
dition by the fence rider. 

Off we ride to t'he Virginia horse pasture and here await- 
ing the arrival of the feed wagon, we find sixty-five young 
horses ranging in age from two to four years; thoroughbreds; 
threequarters; half and quarter bred. They do not impress 
lis at first blush on account of their ragged and flat looking 
appearance compared with the trained horses we have just 
seen. Their breeding does not show as plainly as we expected; 
we have to hunt for the points, but these animals are young 
and immature and are mostly underbred. Then too, we know 
that the thoroughbred does not s h o ~  to advantage at pasture 
in the late alitumn; he must be well taken care of to show to 
advantage. 

3 

We have a€ways ridden thoroughbreds ourselves and pre- 
dict that when these youngsters get their full growth they will 
fill out and appear stronger and more robust. There are many 
fine! shapes among them, indicative of speed, endurance and 
jumping qualities. There, for instance, is a slashing looking 
bay that we would like for our own use, but our jumping days 
being nearly over we pass him by with a sigh for the days 
that have gone. These animals have not been trained yet, 
but they are fearless of our presence among them. We find 
everything all right here except that the overflow from the 
tanks is not properly drained. 

The north doors of the shelter sheds must be closed here 
as a "Norther" is forecasted for Oklahoma. Yes, that woolly 
filly looks thin, weak, miserable and hungry; she must be . 
brought in and taken care of. 

How eagerly they gather 
around the troughs and gaze high-headed. You can see the 
thoroughbred cropping out now in the twitch of the nostrils, 
the restlessness of the ears, the glint of the eyes, the impatient 
pawing and the elastic play of the muscles of the shoulders and 
quarters. 

Some day, perhaps, one of these chaps will carry off the 
international military ribbon in New York or London. Will it 
be the slashing looking bay or that short coupled, deep chested, 
strongly built, brown filly ? 

We cross a fenced field where an attempt had been made 
to plow it by means of steam but the ground was so hard, dry 
and unyielding that the work had to be abandoned. 

We pass into an immense pasture, studded near its 
eastern extremity with shelter sheds, wind mills and feeding 
troughs, and presently we see approaching us from the west, 
squads, platoons, troops and squadrons of horses, now walk- 
ing slowly, now throwing up their heads, pointing their 
e m  inquiringly and stepping out more briskly until finally as 
the noise made by the feed wagon is recognized they again 
lower their crests, protrude their muzzles and all gradually 
break into a slow trot, while here and there a squeal is heard 
a\ some playful colt flattens his ears on his neck and tries to 

t 
Here comes the feed wagon. 
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On they come to the number of seven hundred and odd, 
and mass themselves around us, all heads pointing to the fast 
approaching feed wagon. 

These are the Missouri horses, the back bone of the 
cavalry and artillery, ranging in age front three to five and in 
height from fifteen to fifteen and threequarter hands. Searly 
d l  of them are good cavalry shapes with a sprinkling of first- 

, class artillery fellows; the latter possessing heavy driving 
muscles, shoulders well fornled for the  collar and showing 
good conformation and well shaped feet. ;\I1 of these were 
Inspected, eswii led and passed by Captain Kirby \Valker and 
Veterinarian Turner of the permanent horse board stationed 
at  Kansas City. The average price oi these horses is in the 
fieighborhood oi one hundTed and fifty dollars. After training 
many of theni will be worth three hundred. 

\.\.’e dismount and walk among theni, as it is the custom 
here to get the confidence of the young horses by this pro- 
cedure. i\-e handle numbers of them and pat them on the 
head, neck and shoulder. They take our movements as a mat- 
ter of course and show no alarm whatever a t  our presence in 
their midst. 

The morning ration is soon distributed and they partake 
of it with little of the disturbance one would naturally expect. 
Sot a cough, cold or inflamed eye. in hearing or sight. Their 
health and appetite appears to be perfect. Their condition and 
coats are splendid. W e  go through them thoroughly and two 
or  three that show evidence of having been kicked recently are 
sent to the hospital in company with one that exhibits a fresh 
wound on the off hind pastern. .\iter feeding they are all 
passed through a shoot and counted; one is found missing but 
is discovered later, by the fence rider, and so reported. Hav- 
ing looked into the condition of things in this pasture we 
ride to the pasture of the colts. 

The colts have been fed long ago and are well scattered 
but a t  our approach to the feeding troughs they begin to as- 
semble and gaze a t  us in an inquiring manner. Some of them 
nose our horses, and even our persons, after we dismount 
among them. There are over one hundred of these youngsters 
here ranging from one and one-half to two years old. Some 
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of them were purchased by Captain Kirby Walker and others 
by Lieutenant Ennis. They are a fine, promising lot of cavalry 
youngsters and show lots of breeding, splendid shapes and 
plenty of dense bone and good, hard muscle; all of them p- 
wss good eyes, are wide between the ears, have ideal withers 
and are well ribbed up. W’e notice several “Diamond R” colts 
in this pasture, indicating that they came from the Rangeford 
ranch in \\‘yoming, a splendid recommendation. 

It was learned that the average price of these colts was 
seventy dollars; they will be trained at three years and I have 
no doubt but that many of them will develop into ideal chargers. 
They were all present or accounted for and looked well. 

I t  was now time to ask a few questions, so we propounded 
the following. among others, and quote substantially the re- 
plies given by Captain Hardeman : 

“You know I have authority to purchase one horse for my 
official use. May I select one of these ‘Diamond R’ chaps?’ 

“I am very sorry but they are not to be sold or issued 
until they have reached the proper age. Such are my orders.” 

“Hmv about the Missouri. the Virginia and the trained 
horses ?” 

“You timy select any one of these and he will be sold to 
JOU at  what he cost the United States. You may even select 
me of the Montana horses now in training.” 

d 

“\\’hich lot do you consider the best ?’ 
‘‘Well, that is a matter of taste and judgment, and per- 

I ani from llissouri, myself, and have 
It 

haps sentiment also. 
a strong leaning towards the horse product of that state. 
isn’t all sentiment. either, I can asstire you.” 

“Please give me your opinion of the thoroughbreds?” 
“The thoroughbred is the foundation of our best strains 

cf horses. He  is all right in his place, at  the head of a stud, 
as a charger, a hunter, a jumper or a runner. but he must have 
more than pedigree. He must have conformation, height, 
weight, disposition and intelligence and for the majority of 
these combined in one horse we must pay a good price.” 

"\\'auld the thoroughbred make a good cavalry horse ?” 
“Yes, he would, but he must be of the right kind and in 

addition to the qualifications I have just mentioned he must be 
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strong, steady and level headed; the supply of such, so far as 
I know, is, at present rather limited.” 

“What do you think of the scheme now being agitated 
of placing first-class stallions in the hands of the Agricultural 
Department for the purpose of breeding to approved mares 
of farmers; the War Department to have an option on the colts 
produced ?” 

“We will have to adopt some such scheme in the near 
future as cavalry and artillery horses are becoming scarce and 
expensive. A scheme like the one you have mentioned would 
solve our army horse problem in a few years.” 

“What percentage of ‘I. C.’ horses do you have, and do 
you have many incurables?” 

“As to the incurables, we meet cases, of course, that are 
beyond human aid. Let us ride over to the ‘I. C.’ pasture and 
there you may see for yourself what ‘I. C.’s’ we have ac- 
cumulated in about a year. W e  don’t give them any grain.” 

W e  rode to a well-grassed and watered pasture where a 
few horses were limping around. On a quick diagnosis we 
thought two had disease of the navicular articulation; one a 
large, low ringbone; one an incurable spavin of the near hind; 
one “heaves.” A wretchd looking bay had a nemous disease 
of some kind that affected his .locomotion posteriorly ; another 
had chronic laminitis and still another has what must have 
been at one time, a fracture of the suffraginis of the off fore. 

It was plain enough that all of these troubles developed 
after purchase. The surprise was that there were not more 
cases; for if my memory serves me right, we used to have, 
twenty years ago, as many as seven per cent of recruit horses 
go on the “I. and I.” report inside of a year after their arrival 
a1 station. Either the class of horses now inspected is improv- 
ing, or the examination is closer; I am inclined to believe the 
former is true. 

It is now fifteen minutes of noon and we must trot out to 
get back in time for luncheon. As we come in sight of the 
training ground we see Mr. Ennis marching in with his last 
batch of the morning, composed of thirty-one Montana horses. 
Por  it was Montana broncos that were k i n g  gentled and 
trained at that time. .Awkward, angular, big-headed, sickle 
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hocked, heavy boned, snorty looking brutes that reminded one 
of the British Army in the Boer war. All of them were 
branded, needlessly enough, except for the information of the 

W e  partake of funcheon with the appetite of troopers and 
at  twelve thirty repair to the office where the daily tussle with 
the official .gorrespondence takes place and eats into the time 
to an amazing extent. 

Before we realize what is happening the men are out on 
the parade longing, driving, handling and gentling a squad of 
raw Montanas. 

Over there in the corrals they are starting out for 
the afternoon’s work, and out in front of the largest stable a 
squad of men are trying to hitch a team of six equine devils 
to a caisson. -411 of this work is going on without the familiar 
military expressions of impatience and without a spur, jerk or  
whip. 

Off they all go to the grind and the procuring of the daily 
bread by the sweat of the brow and the lather of the skin, and 
out we go on their trail to see that they do the sweating and 
lathering to the best advantage, and that the bread already 
partaken of is decently digested, as it should be, by hard work. 

The cavalry trainers form file, twos, fours and platoons; 
they change direction constantly; they go through half turn 
in reverse, individual circling, halt, back, forward, trot, gallop, 
disperse. reassemble, dismount and mount near and off sides; 
tmn and twist in the saddle and finally slide off over the croups 
of these broncos-money couldn’t hire me to do the latter. 
A t  one time they did haunches in and two track work, but 
these have been abandoned recently. They lead these young 
horses around by their b r id les -dwys  the maffle. They 
handle them all over, l i f t  up their feet and hammer on them, 
and finally they take individual rides, well scattered, before 
returning to stables for the next batch a t  the end of an hour. 

Here 
they come up the heavy, sandy trail, all of them in the collars 
and down to hard work. The drivers, each armed with a whip 
encourage them by soft, unmeaning but soothing horse talk. 
Now they form left front into line and each saddle horse eases 

myopic individuals who reared them on grass and water. 0 

We now turn our attention to our artillery friends. 
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off smoothly as the drivers let the reins pass slowly through 
their fingers. After a breathing spell they start off in column, 
each team doing fairly well. There is one devil, the off swing 
in the second team, who is making a lot of trouble. He looks 
like a fighter, but there is no one to fight him at this depot 
and the “pbheaded beggar” begins to understand that there 
may be something after all in kindness and gentleness; which 
I take it is the motto of this institution 

The work continues hour after hour and batch after 
batch, without let up, until the five o’clock bell rings at the 
office, and by this time all of those in training have had their 
little lesson of one hour’s duration. They hive been at it 
about three weeks now. 

Gentle reader, when depot horses reach you, even those 
Montana broncs (may their family decrease), be kind to them. 
be polite to them, be gentle with them. Place them in the 
bands of the old steady soldiers, if there are such in your or- 
ganization, and save them for a while, at least, from the 
leather handed, inconsiderate and verbme recruit with the high- 
pitched, unmeaning vocabulary of Angl-Saxon bad words, un- 
disciplined temper, jerkings of the bits and cruel anchings of 
girths. These depot horses have been trained, not broken and 
have been brought to a decent understanding of man and his 
movements while here, a training that has not fallen to the lot 
of many horses with whom I am well acquainted. 

At last we hear the recall bell and at its mellow notes we 
turn our horses for the post where we unsaddle, water and 
feed. Again we make the rounds of the training stables and 
see that each animal has his due. 

How quietly and smoothly things run and how fearless, 
even these branded broncos of the prairies are of the move- 
ments of the men who handle them. 

W e  visit the veterinary hospital on our way home and 
count thirty-two cases there, mostly surgical, and we see by 
the board that there are twenty-eight minor cases under treat- 
ment outside. The hospital is well equipped and supplied and 
Dr. Brown informs us that all animals are protected against 
“shipping fever” by serum injection before being placed aboard 
the cars for shipment to station. 

LA .. 
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I t  is now almost six o’clock and we have barely t h e  to 
dress for dinner, which is graced by the presence of Mrs. and 
Miss Hardeman; Mn. Ends and her manly little son of eight. 
The talk is mostly about horses and the work in hand, and the 
changes to be made. It struck us that the station is a very 
lonesome one for refined women. 

All of the employees are civilians and are trained to the 
work by Captain Hardeman and Lieutenant Ennis. That a man 
is a “bronco buster” or a “cow puncher” is not a recommenda- 
tlon. There is no “busting’g done here; the training must be 
accomplished with the snaffle and without spurs or quirts. 

Captain Hardeman has devised a system of rewards and 
punishment for these men which works very well. The men 
are graded according to their work and their grading is posted 
weekly on the bulletin board at the office; a high grade bring- 
ing an increase in pay. There is also a black list and the man 
cn this list must walk except when he is working. 

While smoking our cigars, after dinner, some of the men 
drop around with their little troubles and complaints which 
are tactfully handled by the Commanding OfKcer. 

During our visit $85.00 was subscribed by the men for the 
children’s Christmas tree, and the weekly dance of the em- 
ployees and their families took place in the old hop room where 
many an army belle reigned in the past. 

I turn out the 
light and try to think over the day’s work and am comparing 
the slashing bay thoroughbred, before mentioned. with a strong 
looking Missouri sorrel colt that had caught my fancy when I 
am disturbed by the voice of Captain Hardeman who informs 
me in simple English that it is now 3:30 a. m. and time to 
turn out for breakfast and the work of another day. He had 
fed and watered the two sorrels already. 

This is Fort Reno as I saw and enjoyed it and this is the 
simple life of these officials whose untiring work has made the 
horses from this station famous. 

I t  is now eight thirty and time to retire. 

Is this Remount Depot an economical project ? 
Is it worth while? 
Is the service bettered by its establishment? 
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Will the Quartermaster 1 nerd improve and enlarge 
these depots? 

These are questions that I have had to answer a hundred 
times since my visit. 

I know the depot scheme is an  economical one and for the 
following reasons: 

1. Young horses are bought cheaply and before being 
exposed to the diseases of sales stables and stock yards. 

2. These young horses are started in the right direction 
by the depot system of training, and the mishandling of the 
farm horse-breaker, horse-dealer and (must I say it) the troop 
“bronco buster” is thus eliminated. 

3. Half of the forage consumed is grown on the bot- 
tom lands of the reservation at about half the market price. 

4. By the depot system contagious and infectious dis- 
eases among a m y  animals have been practically eliminated by, 
what to all intent and purpose, is an estended period of quar- 
antine at these places. 

5. These young horses are received at these stations 
free, and are kept free from avoidable colt diseases which fre- 
quently weaken the respiratory and the circulatory organs to 
such an extent that many of the old time remounts went on 
the “I. and I.” report from these troubles alone. 

I believe the work is well worth while; any work that 
betters or improves the service in any way is certainly worth 
While. 

The service has been bettered by the establishment of these 
depots. They have been instrumental in arousing an in- 
terest in horses, riding and training that is a source of won- 
der and of glad surprise to everybody in our army. 

They have been the means of improving the class of 
horse in our mounted service, and have contributed largely 
to forcing officers to look closer to the breeding, conforma- 
tion and style of their private mounts until nowadays no self- 
respecting officer, entitled to be mounted, will look at  anything 
but a well bred, well set up animal for his own use. 

As to the intentions of the Quartermaster General I know 
nothing. He has made a brilliant success in the establishment 
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cf these remount depots and it would be surprising indeed if 
he deaded not to give them his vigorous support in the future. 
The establishment of these depots was an innocation in our 
service, and the only one, too, of which I know, that has es- 
caped being clamped to the anvil of adverse criticism. The 
reason is not fa r  to seek. \\-e all recognized a good thing at 
the same time. 

After one has visited an interesting public institution for 
the first t h e  there ever remains with him a strong impression 
that invariably ‘asserts itself when that institution, or its work, 
is seriously recalled. The one left with me is the memory of 
the arduous work of the officials at Fort Reno and the expense 
they must incur in entertaining the numerous visitors, officials 
and semi-official, most oi them strangers who must be cared 
for. during their stay at that station. The espense of this en- 
tertainment must, at. pres.ent come from the private funds of 
the officials. 

As a purely business proposition it looks to me that there 
should be an additional officer stationed at Fort Reno to attend 
t3 the paper work, at least; and that the Commanding Officer 
should be given the pay of a Lieutenant Colonel or be furn- 
ished with sufficient public funds to entertain the constant flow 
of official visitors and others for which there is no accom- 
modation nearer than El Reno, six miles distant. 

The Fort Reno Remount Depot is still in its infancy. It 
has just passed through its teething stage with the ungrudging 
help of Captain Hardeman and Lieutenant Ennis; may they 
still continue to  stand by and train it in the way it should go 
the help it to retain the envious reputation it has gained. 



THE CXV-ILRY OF THE BRITISH ARMY. 

officers.. . . . _ . . . . . . . .  
Warrant officers.. . . . . 
Sergeants. . . . . . . . . . . .  
Trumpeters and 

Drummers. . 
Rank a d  File. . . . . . . 

(Gathered from various sources.) 

HE British Cavalry consists of thirty-one regiments, di- T vided into three regiments of Household Cavalry, and 
twenty-eight regiments of the line : 
The Household Cavalry comprises : 

Two Regiments of Life Guards: 
One Regiment of Horse Guards. 

The Cavalry of the Line consists o f :  
Three Regiments of Dragoons, 
Seven Regiments of Dragoon Guards, 
Twelve Regiments of Hussars, 
Six Regiments of Lancers, 

of which fourteen regiments are serving at home, nine in India 
and five in South Africa and Egypt. 

War Organization-The war organization of the Cavalry 
of the Line at home consists of a cavalry division of four brig- 
ades, each comprising three regiments, and in addition two reg- 
iments are alloted for mounted brigade duties. 

With a view to providing the machinery necessary for the 
training of draughts and remounts for the cavalry regiments 
in the field, it has been decided to form reserve cavalry regi- 
ments on mobilization. 

Depots-Cavalry Depots are being established in each 
Command, except Aldershot, a t  which four or  six regiments 
will be affiliated. In the Irish, Eastern and Northern Corn 
mads these depots have been formed and as soon as  accom- 
modation is provided depots will be established at Dunbar, Sea- 
forth and Bristol in the Scottish, Western and Southern Com- 
mands respectively. 

The depots wil be used during peace to  train regular re- 
cruits for three months before being sent to their regimnet, or  

HOUSEHOLD CAVALRY 
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~ ~ r o n s  India EZPt 3 service 

Squadrons at Home S. Africa --- 
a4 23 27 23 

2 2 2 2 
5 5  U 53 41 
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linked regiment a t  home; to train officers and non-commissioned 
officers of Yeomanry; as a place of storage of arms, equip- 
ment, clothing and necessaries of regular reservists. During 
war, as a mobilization center where cavalry reservists will join; 
and for the reception and clothing of qxruits, the whole of 
whose training will be carried out with a reserve cavalry regi- 
ment. 

Rcsserzte Cazvlry Regitrrents-.After mobilization is ordered, 
n reserve regiment will be formed for, and affiliated to each 
pair of linked cavalry regiments, making in all fourteen reserve 
regiments; these will take over immature and unfit serving sol- 
diers, recruits and surplus reservists, they will train the whole 
of the personnel not immediately required by, and supply 
draughts to the mobilized regiments. 

Peuce EsiubZishmeni. (Cavalry Regiment). 
2 

Il'ar Estclblislrriicrrt-Cavalry Regiments are organized into 
Headquarters. three Squadrons and a Machine Gun Section 
with two guns. 

The squadron is the tactical unit of cavalry on war estab- 
lishment. These are divided into four troops each under a 
subaltern; the troop is again divided into four sections con- 
sisting of four front rank men and their coverers. The estab- 
lishment consists of: 

Regiments in India have a reserve troop. 
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Bicycles. .................... . a  
Cart. Medical..  ............... . I  

Cart. Water .................. . I  

Regimental Headquarters. 

Wagon, G. S. Store.. . . . . . . . . . .  . I  

Pack animal. Vety. Equipt.. ... I 

OFFICERS. 

...................... mu). 

Squadton). ............... . 3  
Wagons. Tools. etc ( I  per 

Horses 
Lt. Colonel. . . . . . . . . . . .  I .  .... . 3  
hfajor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I . . . . .  3 
Adjutant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  r . . . . . .  3 
Quartermaster. . . . . . . . .  . I ,  . . . . .  I 

Veterinary Officer.. . . . .  I ,  . . . .  . 3  
Medical Officer.. . . . . . .  . I . .  . . .  . a  

Machine Gun Sect ioti. 
Horses 

Subaltern . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I .  . . . .  . 3  
Sergeant..  . . . . . . . . . . . .  I . .  . . .  . I  

corporal.. ............. .I.. . . .  . I  

Each o f  3 squadrons. 

Bicycles.. 6 

Pack Animals for Scouts. ..... .6 

.................... 

Horses 
Warrant Officer.. ....... I .  ..... x 
Sergeants. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 . .  . .  . . 5  
Artificers.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  J . 3  
Rank and File. . . . . . . . . .  .19. . . . .  . J  

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . .  26. . 3 2  

. .  

- -  

- 
oscers ........................ 
Warrant0 fficm .............. 
sergcaots ..................... 
Arhficera ..................... 
Trrrmpeters 
Rankand File . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Horses ....................... 
Total ................... 

Horses 
Privates . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12 . . . . . .  ra 

Total.. . . . . .  . a s . .  . . .  .33 
Drivers and Batmen . .IO.. . .  . ~ 6  - 

--, 
6 I IS 
I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . .  a+ 4 . I  
............................................... 6 

6 I 1 3 0  

a3 4 1 4  

36 2s I 492 

3, 33 I 52s 

I9 -- 
-- ---- 

OFFICBRS. 

Horses 
Major.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  a . . .  a 

Subalterns.. .......... .4 . .  ... 12 Privates. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , 108 .  . . . . .  IIO 
Sergeants ............. IO. . . .  .IO 1 Drivers and Batman. . . .  ax . . . .  18 

Artificers.. 8 . .  . 8  1 Total squadron,, . .  ,164 . . . .  ,175 

Captain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I . .  . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 . .  9 

- .. . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  

Recapit ula f ion. 
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MACHINE GUN SECTION. 

Wagons, for machine guns, etc.. ..... .4 

SQUADmONS (3) 

Wagons.S.A.A.(I per S a d -  I Wagons. Baggage ............ . 6  

Four men in each squadron are trained in first aid, and'one 
N. C. 0. and four privates in pioneer duties. In each regiment 
one N. C. 0. and eight men receive instruction in sanitary 
duties, also the following minimum number of scouts are main- 
tained : 

8 Regimental. 1st c h  scouts t 16 Squadron. and clsse scout6 
I 05cer. Scout leader 
I Sergeant Scout 

In addition there should be at least four trained dispatch nd- 
ers in each squadron. 

Arms-The Cavalry arm is the short magazine Lee En- 
field Rifle. The machine gun section is armed with two .303- 
inch Maxim Machine Guns with tripod mountings carried in 
two limbered G. S. wagons. All ranks except drivers carry 
the sword and scabbard. 

Atntrrrrnition-The following table gives the approximate 
amgunt of ammunition available per arm, and how carried: 

H O W  CARRIED 
NUMBER OF ROUNDS pert GUN 

Rifle I Pistol I Machine Gun 

l a  I 3.500 On soldier, or with gun . .  
In Re 'mental Reserve. . 16,000 
With grigade Ammunition Column. . . . .  
With Divisional Ammunition Column, xoo . . . . . . .  



. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Axes. felling.. 21 
A.es. hand.. ................. 7 
A.q pick .................. .12 
Mauls ,  C. S. 3 
Shovels 36 

.................. 
...................... 
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Crowbars 3 
Bill hooks.. ..................... zz 
Reaping hooks.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .36 
Folding saws. .  3 
Hand saws.. 3 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
.................... 

six to eight nail holes, according to the size and weight of the 
shoe. One-half of the shoes and nails are supplied ready made, 
a proportion of which are fitted cold; the object in view being 
to maintain the practice of shoeing exactly as it would1 have 
to be performed in the field. The remaining half of the shoes 
are made up from old ones in order to instruct and keep the 
shoen in practice. 

Caw of Horses-The Commanding officer of a unit is re- 
sponsible for the condition of his horses, their health, shoeing 
2nd general fitness for work on service; and for the fitting 
of their saddlery. He inspects all horses once a week with 
stripped saddles. 

The care of horses in war and the veterinary services genA 
erally are under the Director of Veterinary Services responsible 
to the Quartermaster General, and having under him adminis- 
trative and other veterinary officers. 

Each cavalry man is taught to look upon his horse as part 
of himself, to take a pride in its appearance, and learn to rely 
tipon it as his most effective weapon. Recuruits receive care- 
fu l  instruction in the horse’s minor ailments, their prevention 
and cure, also its feeding and watering to ensure keeping his 
horse effective under all circumstances on service. 

Riding Schools-Riding schools are maintained for the 
early training of horses and men because the horses are under 
better control, and the nervousness usually felt by recruits is 
greatly lessened. 

0fficc.r.r’ Cliurgws-Tw9 chargers are supplied at the pub- 
lic expense to each officer (except Quartermasters and Riding 
Masters) serving in a regiment of cavalry of the line; when 
these cease to be serviceable for military purposes they are re- 
placed at the public expense. The chargers are supplied for 
military purposes, but any horse so supplied may be used for 
general purposes on payment of f10 ($48.70) per annum, in 
which case the horse becomes the property of the hirer after six 
consecutive annual payments by an officer at home, and after 
four such payments abroad. 

An officer serving with an army in the field will be pro- 
vided at the public expense with the full number of chargers 

It is also a protection against bad weather. 

& 
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authorized for his rank or appointment. The private chargers 
of officers proceeding on active service, within the number 
they are required to maintain, may, if required and found suit- 
able, be taken over by the Remount Department at prices fixed 
with the owners. 

Sztimnrittg-Swimming is taught at all stations where 
facilities exist. During the proper season bathing parades are 
formed at the discretion of the commanding officer for the 
purpose of instruction, the skilled swimmers being distributed so 
as to teach the rest. For crossing rivers it is preferred to use 
small rafts or boats to carry the kit, saddlery and men, and to 
make the horses swim; or the men swimming with their horses. 
Scouts’ horses are taught to cross a river with saddles and 
equipment on, the rider carrying his cartridges as much out 
of the water as possible. 

Scouts-Cavalrymen are trained to reconnoiter, and those 
who show special ability are further trained to become scouts 
or dispatch riders. 

Marching-Marching an average of twenty to twenty-five 
miles a day is in practice a very considerable performance, and 
much more cannot be demanded for any length of time with- 
out considerable casualties resulting; although forced marches 
of from forty to fifty miles may be made by careful attention 
without serious detriment to the efficiency of horses and men. 
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FIGHTING ON FOOT BY CAVALRY.* 

BY LIEUTENANT COLONEL ALFONSO PRADILIO. 

(For the Revista del Arm.)  
Cavalry which cannot fight as well on foot as on horseback io a retrograde 

NTERTAINING the firm conviction that fighting on foot E opens up an unlimited horizon for Cavalry Tactics, 
though the study of history proves that the theme to which I 
allude is but a logical continuation and progressive perfection 
of what has been done in all ages, since fighting on foot by 
cavalry goes back nearly twenty centuries, I begin by re- 
capitulating opinions of noted authorities. 

French theory. Fighting on foot is not, nor can it be, 
more than an incident. It should figure only exceptionally. 
By reasoning otherwise the ideas of cavalry are discredited 
and its impetus would be paralyzed. Colonel T. Bonie, Major 
of the 11th Hussars, says: “TO those who think that fighting 
cn foot should be but an incident or an exception I will simply 
reply by the announcement which the new foreign regulations 
prescribe on the manner of sustaining the struggle under var- 
ious circumstances. 

Prussian theory. Fighting on foot enables cavalry to 
undertake distant expeditions. The cavalry soldier should 
not fear the fight on foot which, once begun, should be pursued 
with vigor. 

wvalry, outside of its mission and fatally exposed to reverses. 

a 

~ 

*Translated from Revista de Caballeria, hlexico, of April,\l910, by 
Colonel Charles Williams, 21st Infantry, for the War College Division of 
the General Staff, U. S. Amy.  
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He will not be at  the height of his mission or of modern 
exigencies if he does not know how- to fight as well on foot 
as on horseback. 

The cavalry soldier should be able, on foot to force a defile 
in the same manner as  he would delay the march of an enemy, 
obliging him to make a detour which would cause a loss of 
time. It is necessary that he be able to overthrow or defend 
a position, whatever it map be. and maintain it until the ar- 
rival of his m-n infantry. In a retreat he can, by fighting on 
foot, detain the enemy, force him to deploy and thereby cause 
him to lose time. Cavalry will also be able to support itself 
in this way when retreating by a defile, when guarding its 
cantonments, etc., etc. 

English theory. Xow that the cavalry is armed with 
breech loading carbines capable of maintaining rapid and ef- 
fective fire, service on foot assumes great importance and should 
be practiced frequently. Cavalry soldiers who can march r a p  
idly on foot and put themselves and their horses under cover 
can be very useful as cavalry under many circumstances; in 
case, for instance, of a close country in which it is difiicult to 
attack on horseback. 

The most favorable conditions for fighting on foot are the 
following : 

1. When in an open, undulating country favorable for 
rapid movement it is possible for cavalry to secure shelter 
and from there annoy cavalry or artillery resen-e. 

\Vhen an advance or rear guard can avail itself of 
terrain or obstacles, such as a bridge, a ford. a defile, and 
from there hold cavalry or artillery in check and prevent the 
taking of these places escept with danger of loss of time. 

3. M'heii cavalry, following a road or crossing close 
country, finds itself meanaced by attack or exposed to fire from 
long range; or indeed, when it may be possible to take ad- 
vantage of a pit or embankment in order to direct a flank fire 
on the hostile lines. 

In isolated houses or buildings, or when a body in- 
ferior in numbers may, without fear of being surrounded, hold 
cavalry in check. 

2. 

4. 
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5 .  When patrols or pillaging parties are met, etc., etc. 
The Italian, -4mrican and Russian theories are even more 

explicit than the preceding. In  presence of all of these foreign 
regulations holding the same opinion and inspired by such great 
initiative, we must not remain indifferent. 

From this time cavalry must understand how to fight on 
foot under various circumstances. This is no exception; i t  
is a fact observable daily in all of the minor operations of war; 
it is not an incident, it is a constant menace, an obstacle which 
may suddenly arise and which it is necessary to promptly 
arrest under penalty of being annihilated. 

Foreign powers apply it on a great scale, drilling their 
soldiers on foot in the minor operations, in attack or defense 
of woods, towns, etc. They prescribe fighting on foot not 
w i t h  reduced numbers but generally with at least a squadron 
or more, and even with entire regiments. Therefore, since they 
will appear with a great force trained to fight on foot it is in- 
disputable that we must go ahead in order to be in training 
for the struggle, and also give this double instruction. 

Far  froni lessening the confidence of the rider in hi?; 
horse we must increase i t  to its utmost limits; it is easy to do so. 

Formerly before being armed with a serviceable carbine, 
the rider was exposed while advancing at a distance, to being 
stopped by a body on foot. Instinct led him then to whirl-tlie 
head to the rear to see whether friendly infantry was coming 
to his support. 

S o w  he can launch out on distant expeditions, because 
he is sufficient in himself and is prepared to occupy more re- 
mote points until the infantry replaces him. 

Formerly the capability of the rider was simple because he 
depended on hut one element-the horse: now it is doubled 
because he has reinforced himself with an important factor- 
fire. 

Formerly the rider was not able to exact from his horse 
the full limit of his strength and means, because once dis- 
mounted he was without defense and exposed to capture by the 
enemy. 

So\v the detachment can be run till it falls exhausted, be- 
cause the riders can get up and with their carbines go ahead 
and be invincible. 
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From today, great distances are his; limitless horizons, 
extreme rapidity, the most dashing career, depending on no 
one; he can undertake anything by this alternate use of horse 
and gun. Therefore we must not be negligent about giving 
our arm thoroughly this double instruction. 

Napoleon, the most illustrious of our teachers, insists on 
this idea and in his memoirs, written with calmness, he often 
recommends frequent and brief exercises, fixing a good pro- 
portion to pursue. 

Shall cavalry be the only arm not to  accept, like others, 
evolution ? 

The influence produced on tactics by long range and rapid 
fire is not to be denied, giving to  infantry and artillery an 
element of progress. Such denial would imply immobility; it 
would be as much as accepting your removal from the field, 
because the potency of the charge, which depends on the living 
force acquired at the moment of shock, tends to become 
weakened with the range of the arm. This would be to 
minimize the. d e  of cavalry and to expose it continually 
(should new methods of destruction be discovered even more 
perfect) to hearing its r&on d'etre discussed, or, at  least, to 
see its prestige and importance reduced. 

On the other hand, cavalry seeks energetic and intelli- 
gent advantage in his accurate arm, his mission grows, his con- 
fidence increases, the future seems bright because he loses the 
anxiety of isolation, because he will know, like infantry, how 
to take advantage of every improvement and will be able to pur- 
sue it step by step along the road of progress. 

More than ever is co-operation of the three arms necessary 
i s  order to meet extreme emergencies; and without fire action 
cavalry will be unable to fulfill its future mission either before 
the combat or on the battle-field. 

On beginning of war, whilst armies are being organized, 
the function of the cavalry consists in aiding the mobilization 
acd protecting the abandoned territory between the frontier 
and the points of concentration-and this work extends over 
limitless space. I t  is essential that it be able to  take care of 
itself; that it can take possession of important positions and 
hold them until arrival of the infantry. This mission can be 
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fulfilled by utilizing the cavalry for rapid movements to de- 
sired points but it can be perfect only by resort to fighting on 

During action on the battle-field cavalry will often be the 
only protection for artillery. because it is subjected to the 
destnictive effects of the hostile artillery, it will have to be 
more mobile than in the past, be at great distances and not 
being able to be kept up with by infantry it must seek support 
from the cavalry; the niasimum of resistance cannot then be 
reached except by combining mounted and dismounted fighting. 

Modern war imposes on cavalry the absolute necessity of 
bringing all of its resources into play and of being able to com- 
mand all of its strength by fighting on foot and horseback; it 
is indispensable that it seize every possible advantage by means 
bf this dual instruction. 

For one to be content without asking others for what they 
may be able to give tis is a deliberate refusal to utilize all of 
our advantages-not to desire to obtain mote than medium 
results. Do not tell us that fighting on foot tends to deprive 
cavalry of its native qualities, because such cannot be the case. 
The precious attributes of power and speed, of continuous 
charm, of daring and of equestrain exploits we wish to  de- 
velop to the utmost, and exactly because we understand them 
in their highest sense, we do not desire that the dash of the 
cavalry be paralyzed by drilling it in fighting on foot: much 
to the contrary, it is to give the rider confidence and fearless- 
ness to use the horse to  its last breath, because them yet re- 
riiains the firearm which makes him formidable. H e  will more 
than ever be able to get from his horse the power and speed 
which he possesses, the resources which constitute all the vital 
forces of cavalry. 

Cavalry service by tradition, instinct and pleasure will 
always take the first place. Is it not the use of the horse to 
which we owe the sensations which hold such attraction for us? 
Not only is the horse our principal source of success, but he 
represents the seductive, brilliant, irresistible side of our calling. 
He is our luxury, our coquetry, our inseparable companion in 
war. To be on a horse springing into space, running great dis- 
tances at  full speed, to go flying to a point where we were 

"foot. 
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not expected and to place ourselves beyond the range of vision, 
is a charm which no  other exercise can give us. The start of 
the animal, his powerful breathing, the sound of his hoofs 
beating the ground, the speed of the race course, the beating 
of the wind which lashes him in return, all these sensations 
stir the sknses and produce a kind of lightness which intoxi- 
cates. The cavalry service represents what is seductive, knight- 
ly, legendary, poetic and irresistible; we will always be drawn 
to it like steel to the magnet. 

On the other hand, foot service represents ior the horse- 
man the painful, serious and difficult side. .Armed with his 
carbine he advances slowly under the cover of obstacles. One 
must be cool-headed in order to aim correctly, and then he 
fires a t  long distance without the thrill of battle. 

On one side we have prestige. pleasure, attractiveness, ali 
that appeals to the imagination; on the other only stern reality 
and arduous work. It is not to be feared that the second 
iunction may detract from the first; each of them retaining 
its well-defined attributes. 

IVithout possible question, mounted service constitutes, and 
will always constitute, the important role of cavalry because 
without the horse it has no esistence. This is essential to it 
and is to be insisted upon, because the cavalry can make from 
80 to 100 kilometers a day. 

More than ever we require operations at long distances, 
because present esigencies impose on u s  the necessity of being 
able to travel for many coiisecutive days 80 kilometers, more 
(ir less. 

This expenditure of energy is within our means and must 
be urged by saying that the cavalry force is a gold mine which 
can, and should be, drawn on liberally i n  a campaign. 

But when the horses are exhausted from iatigue or the 
terrain will not permit its employment, must cavalry be re- 
duced to a state of impotency? This is unworthy oi accept- 
ance and we shall ever resent the pettiness of this argument 
which would lessen the  importance of our mission. 

Cavalry as  we understand it is the arm which must con- 
stantly retain the fervor of movement, restive, unable to re: 
main sedentary. 
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Xot being able to fight mounted, let it seek the means 
of being useful on foot by using its firearms and thus bring 
icto play all of its resources and be able to be in condition to 
meet the exigencies of modern warfare; and to this end it is 
indispensable that you retain to the last moment all of your 
resources and vigor: what are they? The development of the 
powers of your horse, united with the formidable support of 
your firearm-such is the double power which, more than ever, 
niakes for 
iertile and 
ties can be 

cavalry the conquest of great space, opening up a 
limitless field of action in which its noblest quali- 
exhibited. 

SEAR ;\SD B.\TTI-E RECOSS.\ISS.ASCE OF 
DIVISIOS-IL C.\\'.\LR\-.* 

BY CAPTAIS NIEMANX. GENERAL STAFF, SEVENTH AL-STRIAS ARMY CORPS. 

EACE maneuvers furnish our cavalry with numerous OP P portunities to practice the near and battle reconnaissance 
of divisional cavalry. Considering the love the cavalv has for 
this service and our escellent material for patrol and message 
service. we might espect the best of results, which is. however. 
far from being the case. Complaints are continually heard that 
the patrols ride entirely contrary to actual war conditions, that 
their manner and method of gaining an insight into conditions 
is unmilitary. to say the least, and that the leader of troops 
is never supplied with sufficient reports and information. On 
the other hand, the cavalry commander maintains that he has 
srnt out more than sufficient patrols for the purpose and that 
nothing but the rapid course of the peace maneuver is to blame 
for insufficiency of results of reconnaissance, and p i n t s  to his 
frittered away squadrons and exhausted horses in support of 
his statement. 

L-pn careful esarnination of the complaints viewed from 
both sides we find the gkt of the matter to be as follows: 

Translated from Kavalterstischa Mvnotschefte, November 1910. bp 
Harry Bell, M. S. E, Army Service Schools. 
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The leaders of troops expect entirely too much from the cavalry 
performing the near and battle reconnaissance ; unpsed to make 
their dispositions in the f o g  of war, they demand v e q  early re- 
ports as to the hostile dispositions down to the very last de- 
tails. To furnish this detailed information whole troops are 
split up into patrols which have to ride close to the enemy, 
entirely contrary to what they would do  in actual war, and thus 
lose all connection with their units in rear. Being thus en- 
tirely without strong cavalry support and having no short, as- 
sured route to transmit messages, their reports reach the leader 
only after a long delay, i f  at all. 

Our  inquiry as to what we may justly espect froin the 
near and battle reconnaissance and what methods will best 
lead to desired results, should be based on lessons taught by 
actual war. \\-hat has been and can be achieved in war we 
must require in our peace maneuvers; but nothing beyond that, 
ior that would harm the training of men as well as spoil the 
leaders. The latter should not be accustomed to arrive at their 
decisions in peace maneuvers on any results of recoiinaissance 
they would not have in war and we should demand nothing 
of the cavalry whic’h it can not perform iii actual war; 
but we should demand that what the cavalry c m  perform be 
performed just as  would be the case in war. 

There are many and divers conceptions of the meaning of 
near reconnaissance and battle reconnaissance. The near re- 
connaissance has always certain definite limits. It serves the 
purpose of securing for the leader of troops complete freedom 
for tactical decision and movements, and gets close to  the 
enemy only when the latter has come so near that actual con- 
L~ct may ensue either during the succeeding night or next day. 
As soon as the near reconnaissance has gained touch with the 
enemy, the far reconnaissance ceases. In maneuvers on a 
smaller d e ,  where both parties are at the start separated by 
only twenty to thirty km there can be no question of far 
reconnaissance and only near reconnaissance can be performed. 
But battle reconnaissance is one phase of near rtconnaissance; 
it must be prepared by the latter and becomes effective a t  the 
moment when the opposing party proceeds to  deploy from the 
march column. 
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In  closer examination of the tasks set the near and battle 
reconnaissance of divisional cavalry and in discussing the best 
nieans of reconnaissance, we have to  make a distinction between 
divisions operating independc.ntly and divisions operating as 
part of a larger force. 

In  the advance of a division acting alone, the divisional 
cavalry will almost always be under the orders of the advance 
guard commander. Its main task is to ascertain the approach 
of the enemy. as early as  possible, by near reconnaissance and 
for this purpose a few patrols will suffice; these patrols to 
augunient or  relieve the organs of the far reconnaissance in 
touch with the enemy. It is the principal duty of patrols 
which encounter the enemy frontally, to correctly ascertain 
the frorital advance of the enemy in regard to tirrie and place. 
In carrying out this task, they have to reckon with the hostile 
cavalry screen and must fall back from observation point to 
observation point along the route assigned them for reconnnis- 
sance. (To cite an example : A patrol receives the task to ascer- 
tain whether an enemy, who has today reached .4, marches to- 
niorrow via B to C. At daybreak the patrol would take posi- 
tion between A and B at  such a point as to be able to over- 
look the road A-B as far as -\, i f  possible. M’hen it per- 
ceives the advance of stronger hostile forces from A on B, it 
would take up an observation position between B and C at a 
point giving a good view as far as  B, etc.) .As the two o p  
posing parties get closer to each other the patrols are received 
by their own infantry battle reconnoitering units and may then 
serve these latter for the purpose of quickly transmitting re- 
ports to the rear. 

Naturally, a part of the near reconnaissance patrols. will 
encounter the flanks of the hostile advance. Such patrols fre- 
quently will have the opportunity to ascertain the strength and 
march order of the enemy; but this must not prevent them from 
carrying out their original task, the observation of a certain 
terrain sector or road. It will prove difficult for these patrols 
to send back reports as to the strength and march order of the 
enemy, for the messenger carrying that report will have to go 
a long way around the hostile cavalry security detachments and 
screen, and in most cases quite a fighting force may be neces- 
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sary to make sure that such important information, the enemy's 
strength and order of march, reaches its destination. 

In  the meantime the main body of the divisional cavalry 
advances by stages. It has the duty to gain certain sectors or 
vantage points which allows a distant view into the country 
ahead, to keep hostile cavalry away from such vantage points 
as will offer a view towards our own march column. For this 
duty the divisional cavalry must he of great fighting strength. 
and it can possess such fighting strength only when the strictest 
economy has been practiced in the matter of sending out 
patrols. 

Artillery patrols can carry on their reconnaissance under 
protection of the advance cavalry. One o f  the main points in 
that is that the artillery officer pcrsotrally sees everything. Only 
then will he be able to point out to the artillery cuniniander tlie 
different points in the terrain which come into question in the 
matter of hostile artillery positions and those which f ?  ' C I  '1' itate 
quick ranging. 

As soon as  the near reconnaissance is taken over by tlie 
infantry, it becomes the duty of the advance guard cavalry 
to continue observation on the flank. The coinniander of the 
troops should designate the flank on which reconnaissance 
appear to  him to be most required and of most importance. 
O n  that flank the main body of the cavalry would take station, 
a small detachment under an officer being sufficient for the 
other flank. As a matter of fact, higher headquarters frequent- 
ly neglect to orient the cavalry commander concerning his own 
ictentions and the position of the leader. I t  is recommended 
that some staff officer be charged with keeping up communica- 
tion between the cavalry and headquarters. This officer should 
a t  the same time take care that arriving messengers assemble at 
some convenient point and are sent back in squads to their organi- 

\Vhen no longer reconnoitering in front, it becomes the 
duty of the cavalry to  make every effort to  gain such points on 
the flank as will assure a good view of the hostile deployment. 
This will never be an easy matter to accomplish if  the o p  
ponent is active. Naturally, infantry patrols and detachments 
will be found on all points of vantage near the hostile flanks. 

. zation from time to time. 
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In going farther off on the flank, we will have to reckon with 
the hostile cavalr?;. Single patrols are of little use in such sit- 
uations. Only when the advance guards cavalry has victoriously 
driven the hostile cavalry from the field of observation may re- 
sults of reconnaissance be expected from patrols. The main in- 
formation required is location of hostile wings and hostile depth 
formation,'everything else is of secondary importance. 

The artillery of both sides may be this time have opened 
tire: still. in fornmtion of the hostile artillery may yet be wel- 
come and of value. If an artillery patrol is in the field, the 
respective ardllery oflicer will note the hostile artillery position 
on his map, wil make a mental notation of prominent points 
in the terrain and hiniself ride back to tlie artillery commander. 
\\'fitten notation of prominent points seen form the flank is 
of doubtful value: any prominent point seen from the flank is 
frequently invisible from the front or looks entirely different; 
only a comparison of both views leads to a clear understanding. 

If no artillery patrol is in the field. tlie cavalry itself has 
IO report what can be seen of the hostile artillery, without 
however going into minor details. If it succeeds in early ascer- 
r::ining the grouping of tlie hostile artillery it has performed 
all that can be espected of it. Details, frequently demanded, 
such as location of limbers and ammunition wagons, whether 
field guns or howitzers, number of pieces. kind of fire, forma- 
tion and gait in which change of position are esecuted, etc., 
cre of minor importance to the commander of troops and to 
the artillery commander. In any case, such reports will bc over- 
taken by events before they reach their destination. The artil- 
lery has to see itself and must direct its fire on those parts 
of the enemy which are susceptible to an effective fire. -4ny 
other procedure is wrong. 

The main difficulty of reconnaissance does not lie in the 
composition of reports, but in creating the possibility of ascer- 
taining extension and depth of the hostile deployment and 
transmitting that inforniation to the leader with certainty and 
on the shortest road. Failure in this matter is frequently not 
to be blamed against the patrol commander but against the 
cnvalry commander who sticks to the flank instead of utilizing 
l i s  mobility and occupying important points of observation. In 

wb 
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place of keeping his fighting power together and using his force 
in the service of reconnaissance, he looks to his salvation by 
sending out a large number of patrols, which in many cases lose 
connection with the rear, have no knowledge of the course of 
the battle, carry on their observations entirely in an unmilitary 
manner and within the hostile security zone, and whose reports 
and messages may reach the commander too late and by a 
roundabout road. 

Cavalry which, by using its full fighting power, has for- 
cibly gained the hostile flank, can carry on a thorough battle 
reconnaissance to near the rear of the enemy with merely a 
few closely connected patrols. ( I n  many cases a few galloping 
troopers will suffice to ascertain the presence or absence of 
the enemy at tactically important points in the terrain.) It can 
at all times furnish protected observation stations for artillery 
patrols and a point of concentration for its own patrols from 
which all reports will be sent to the commander of the troops 
on the shortest road. In a situation where the cavalry patrols 
do not have the support of a strong cavalry body in rear, 
reconnaissance from the flank, i f  at all practicable, will be per- 

Similar to the recontre engagement are conditions in an 
attack against an opponent in a defensive position. Here also 
the cavalry has to furnish opportunities for early reconnaissance 
to the artillery partols by forcing back the hostile reconnoiter- 
ing units. After that has been done, the cavalry must try and 
gairs the hostile flank designated in advance by the commander 
of the troops and create means there for observation. The 
ascertainment of the location of hostile wings and hostile re- 
serve is most important. It will probably always be found im- 
possible to ascertain artillery details, and in any case the artil- 
lery of the attacker does not need such information; it can 
wait until the infantry forces the defender to show his artillery. 

No battle formation is so dependent on reconnaissance as 
is the defense, none needs screening so much. Therefore im- 
portant points in the foreground which facilitate early frontal 
reconnaissance by the attacker are generally occupied by cyclist 
Gr infantry detachments, while the activity of the cavalry must 
in the very start be far in front of the flanks. The longer the 

formed with great difficulties. - 
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attacker is prevented from gaining an insight into the condi- 
tions prevailing within the defensive line, the better are the 
chances for the defender to carry the battle on as he desires. 
that is, forcing the ennemy to attack frontally, Thus it will 
be seen that reconnaissance by very strong cavalry in front of 
the flanks is of vital importance to the defense. Will the 
enemy attack frontally? Does he march off toward a flank? 
Where is he massing his forces for the attack? These are im- 
portant questions the cavalry will have to answer; everything 
e!se is of secondary importance. In carrying out its duty, the 
cavalry of the defender should always remember that changes 
on a large scale in an attack once started are almost impossibk 
of execution. If it has perceived that the attacker deploys and 
if it has ascertained the grouping of the hostile forces, it has 
fulfilled its main requirements; its subsequent duty consists in 
screening the flank of the defense in front, The most impor- 
tant point is to prevent the cavalry of the attacker from gain- 
ing points on the flanks of the defense, thereby creating an 
opportunity for the defender to launch a sudden counter at- 
tack. 

defense cannot be solved by merely sending out ,a number of 
patrols, even if the message service is perfect, but only by hav- 
ing a very strong and well led body of cavalry in the field, which 
opens the roads for some single patrols (sent out charged with 
definite duties) and offers them the requisite support. If that 
system is adopted, the commanders will in good time learn 
what is tactically important and the information will reach them 
in a proper, regulation manner. If we demand more from our 
dxisional cavalry, it will resort to actions contrary to rules in 
war; it will lose its sense of what is tactically important and 
practically attainable, and will fritter away valuable time. 

In war the divisions will be as a general rule fight as part of 
a larger force and the divisional cavalry will k confined to 
certain limits in its near reconnaissance, and k i n g  confined to a 
narrow strip of terrain, it will have to content itself with more 
trontal reconnaissance. Observation from a flank will k pos- 
sible in exceptional cases only, for the hostile columns marching 
up to battle are so close to each other that a patrol entering the 

The duties of the battle reconnaissance in attack and in . 
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space between them will have but little chance oi sending back 
any report, because the messenger carrying it may never be 
a.ble to pierce the probably dense hostile screening lines. I t  is 
the duty of the far reconnaissance to ascertain tlie enemy's 
depth formation and it can observe the enemy as long as he 
marches on a broad front. Limited to a confined space, it is 
the duty of the divisional cavalry to take possession of and 
hold as long as possible the terrain so important for recon- 
naissance to the commander of these t roop  and !o the artillery 
patrols and at the same time prevent the hostile cavalry from 
gaining an insight into our own advance and deployment. 

There will seldom be room for the cavalry in the first line 
of a divsion engaged in battle as part of a larger force. and 
it is impossible for it to remain on the enemy's flank. Only at  
places where the battle reconnaissance has found gaps in  the 
bostile fighting line will the divisional cavalry have to try an? 
cccupy observation points in front and to one side of our own 
infantry. But such cases will be the exception. In general 
it will be advisable to place tlie cavalv in readiness behind the 
front where crises may arise in the battle or where gaps in our 
line are to be filled up. Sot much can be done by cavalry in 
the matter of battle reconilaissance in a battle. 

Conditions are somewhat more favorable in those cases 
where the divisional cavalry is on the extreme wing of an army. 
There it will act as a sort of connectiilg link between the army 
and the independent cavalry on that wing. -4s soon as the 
latter has succeeded in driving the hostile cavalry from the field, 
as soon as it starts to attack the hostile wing. the divisional 
cavalry must hold the terrain on that wing of the hostile battle 
line and defeat any and all attempts of the enemy to recon- 
noiter the terrain between the independent cavalry and the 
army in battle. If  it succeeds in this and ii it further succeeds 
in reconnoitering conditions on that hostile battle wing and 
keeping up connection with the independent cavalry. it has per- 
formed ,all that can reasonably Ix eslxcted c > f  it. 

Thus we see that actual events in war set definite tasks 
tG the near and battle reconnaissance of divisional CaValq- as 
well as limitations which cannot be esceeded by it. In all phases 
of the war, divisional cavalry has more important tasks th?n 

. 
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concerning itself with reconnoitering details. If we demand 
reports of minor details of the divisional cavalry in peace ma- 
neuvers, it will undoubtedly furnish them, but at the cost of its 
training for war. 

Our cavalry is not lacking in technical ability to observe 
and to compose proper reports, but is larking in proper war 
niethods of reconnaissance, which correctly judge and consider 
the hostile counter effect. There is an absence of tactical un- 
derstanding and practical training so necessary for correctly per- 
forming the near and battle reconnaissance in actual war. by 
correctly perfortpiing we mean the act of strong bodies of cav- 
alry taking early possession of that part of the terrain in front 
and on the flank of the enemy which offers good view into 
hostile dispositions; that these strong bodies of cavalry work 
with only a few patrols sent out to clearly defined localities, fur- 
cish them tlie necessary support in rear and, assure to them a 
certain, short route to send back their messages and reports. 
There is also an absence of correctly estimating the importance 
of screening duty under any and all conditions, which duty con- 
sists in keeping away the hostile reconnoitering organs from all 
favorable observation points in our front and flanks. 

The artillery commander is responsible for the artillery 
reconnaissance; it is carried out by artillery partols, not by cav- 
alry partols. It is merely the duty of the divisional cavalry to 
enable the artillery patrols to timely and efficiently observe 
things. Care should be taken in peace maneuvers not to re- 
quire too many details; they cannot be reconnoitered in actual 
war and in any case good artillery needs no messages concern- 
ing details. It has been variously recommended to utilize the 
terrain maneuvers of artillery for training our cavalry, but we 
<io not appro\p of that. Even i f  in  those maneuvers the other 
arms and their positions are indicated by flags, these maneuv- 
ers will only conduce to give the cavalry erroneous ideas. There 
is, above all. an absence of just what causes difficulty to the 
cavalry in war, t h e  hostile counter effect, the hostile screen in 
front and flank. To properly perceive artillery details in actual 
war is possible only in exceptional cases and, unless seen by an 
artilleryman, of doubtful tactical value. A special training of 
cavalry in this direction seems unnecessary. 
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To conclude, we will answer an objection which undoubt- 
edly will be raised by readers against our method of recon- 
naissance. This objection may be that our method would mean 
that an entire squadron or regiment would ride as a patrol. 
Such a procedure is not meant a t  all. \Ye again emphasize 
that the closed up bodies of cavalry mainly gain and hold points 
of support for the reconnaissance and see that assured and 
short connection is maintained between these points and gen- 
eral headquarters. The activity of the patrols is to be based on 
these supporting points. Only in such a m n n e r  can we count 
on an assured, quick message service; only thus can we avoid 
sending a series of patrols on the same errand into the same 
direction; and only thus will we be able to  avoid the evil of 
having out patrols who have no point of support, who materi- 
ally lessen the fighting power in the hands of the cavalry com- 
mander and who inordinately and unnecessarily exhaust the 
physical power of the horses. 

IKTERNATIONAL HORSESHOW.* 
(Under the patronage of the King of Italy. April 28th to M a y  Zth, 1911.) 

IITEPNATIONAL CHAXFlOSSHlP FOP CHARGERS. 

First Day. 
.ARCH of fifty kilometers to be accomplished within three M and one-half hours (about thirty miles at eight and one- 

half miles per hour). The .Association reserves the right to in- 
crease or  diminish the length of the course by a few kilometers, 
but maintaining the regulation speed of fourteen kilometers and 
280 meters per hour. A greater speed will not be considered. On 
the contrary, competitors who have taken more time will be 
penalized by a point for each minute late. The course will be 
partly on the road, partly across country witti natural obstacles, 
and it will be indicated to the competitors one day in advance. 
The start will take place individually or by groups, according to 
the number of competitors. 

Translated by Major H. T. Allen, General Staff, C. S. Army. 
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Second Day. 
The course will be about 3,000 meters (about one mile and 

seven furlongs) with twenty-two obstacles, solid and half solid. 
The maximum time allowed will be six minutes ( a  gait of about 
three minutes and twenty seconds). No credit will be given for 
a shorter time, but a greater time will be penalized by one point 
for each two seconds over. Knocking down a part of an ob 
stacle will be penalized by two points, as will be a refusal or a 
cutting. The fall of the horse o r  the rider will be penalized 
three points. 

Third Day. 
Each competitor will follow a course marked by flags, part 

on the road and part across country, a distance of about 25 
kilometers (about fifteen miles) with various obstacles (ob- 
stacles de campagne). The maximum time of two and one-half 
hours will be allowed (a gait of six miles per hour). The com- 
petitors will leave in the order that will be established later and 
will receive at  the moment of departure a plan of the course. 
The arrival will be at the Hippodrome of Tor di Quinto. 

Only the thirty most successful competitors of the two pre- 
ceding days will be permitted to compete. In case one or  more 
competitors have an equal number of points of the thirty class 
they will be p e d t t e d  also to enter. The total number of points 
given to the first one to finish will correspond with the number 
of competitors. The second will have one point less and SO on 
13 the last, who will have only one point. If two o r  more com- 
petitors finish in the same time they will get the same number 
of points. Each competitor will have the difference between the 
total figure and the number of the rider who precedes him. 

Final Classif ica t io 11. 

One hundred points will be given to each competitor. From 
these 100 points will be taken the total number of points that 
he has been penalized. The fical classification \vi11 be deter- 
wined as follows : After having deducted from each competitor 
the points !ost in the first two trials and added those won in 
the third the greatest number of points will be taken as the base. 
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vided into five prizes. 
The prize for this championship will be 35,000 *francs. di- 

Eligibility. 
Officers of the Italian .Army and those of foreign armies 

in active service mounted on horses belonging to them and 
used as their chargers or on regimental horses. The first test 
xi11 be in campaign uniform and the two others in dress uni- 
form \vithout sabers. 

.If ilitary Intcrnutiorral Cup Prcsctlfcd by  the Kiiig of Italy. 
The cup will be competed for by teams of  sis officers froni 

each nation. Teams will be arranged in alphabetical order, 
Jtalian' last. The officers of each team will be numbered from 
1 to 6, according to their registering, and will appear in that 
order. Numbers 1 of each team will be called first, then the 
numbers 2, and so on. The course of 3,000 meters must be run 
within seven minutes. It will comprise fifteen obstacles with- 
out wings, with a front of a t  least three meters and an initial 
height not exceeding 1.15 meters. Each officer wil take the 
course separately, the total number of points obtained by the 
six riders composing the team will constitute the numlier of 
points for that team; however, in order that any team be classed 
first, i t  must hare at  least ten points more than the second. In 
case this does not occur bebween the two first teams, they will 
go over the course with the obstacles made higher until one team 
shall have acquired the difference of ten points required. Each 
refusal or cutting will be penalized two F i n t s ,  as well as the 
total or partial knocking over of the obstacles. The fall of a 
horsg or rider will be penalized three points. If, for instance, 
ii rider does not finish the course, he will be penalized ( i n  ad- 
dition to the points that he will have lost in the part oi the 
course already covered) as  many times two points as there are 
obstacles not taken. The  victorious team will secure the cup of 
his Majesty. 

Class for Hirnters. 
For horses having hunted regularly in  Italy or abroad dur- 

ing the season of 1910-11, ridden by gentlemen who are reg- 

: 
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ular members of a hunt, or by officers authorized to hunt in a 

First Trial-The competitors should cover in one morning 
the distance of about ten kilometers across country, over fixed 
natural obstacles not surpassing 1.30 meters high in the max- 
imum time of forty-five minutes. Horses which do not take 
the prescribed obstacles or which do not arrive in tlie fixed 
time will be dropped. 

Srcoird Trial--=\ course of a b u t  3.000 meters with fixed 
2nd half fised obstacles maximum height of 1.30 meters, max- 
imum time six minutes and forty-five seconds. Horses which 
do not finish in the prescribed time will be dropped. 

For each refusal or cut- 
ting, 1 point. Knocking off the mobile part of the obstacle with 
feet, 1 point : knocking o f i  the mobile part of tlie obstacle with 
iront feet. 2 p i n t s :  falling of horse or rider, 3 points. In case 
of a tie. the obstacles will Iw increased according to the wishes 
of the jury. Prizes-to consist of 1O.OOO francs, divided into 
seven parts. 

In this class entries should be accompanied by the certifi- 
cate of a Master of Hounds. saying that the horse has hunted 
ir, the season o i  1910-11. and that the riders are regular mem- 
bers of the club. or that they are officers who are entitled to 
hunt with that club. 

Paper 
i:unts and drags will not be included. 

hunt club. 

The following are the penalties: 

Tlie hunt club will include fos, stag and boar hunts. 

Ccirtll*tiie~t Ridcrs-Class A .  
For horses of all breeds nml oi all countries. ridden by 

gentlemen. 'l'he course about 3.000 meters m-ith mobile ob- 
stacles. in height 1.20 meters: niasitnui11 time. 6 minutes, 30 
seconds. Horses ivhich d o  not finish the course will be dropped. 

Refusal or cutting, 1 
p i n t ;  knocking off the top oi the obstacle with hind feet, 1 
point: knocking off the top of the obstacle with front feet, 2 
p in t s :  falling of the horse or rider, 3 points. In case of a tie, 
the course to be ridden over with higher jumps. as the jury 
may direct. 

The following are the penalties: 

The prize: 4.OOO francs. divided into six parts. 

.. j 
41 
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Ccntlcnwn Riders-Class B.  
For horses of all breeds and of all countries, ridden by 

gentlemen and officers. Distance about 3,000 meters, over solid 
and half solid obstacles. Minimum height, 1.20 meters, and 
maximum height, 1.40 meters. Maximum time permitted, seven 
minutes. Only those horses finishing in the required time will 
be considered. The following are penalties : 

Each refusal or cutting, and striking the 
article with the hind feet.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 p i n t  

Striking the article with the front feet.. . . . . 2 points 
Fall of the rider or horse.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 point 

In case there is a tie, the prize will be given to the horse 
completing in the shortest time. The purse will consist of 5,000 
francs, divided into six prizes. 

Teams of Four for Officers and Gentlemen. 
For horses of all breeds and all countries ridden by gen- 

tlemen, the teams to be formed at the time of registration. Dis- 
tance about 2,500 meters; fixed and mobile obstacles, not pass- 
ing 1.20 meters in height. Maximum time allow-ed will be six 
minutes. The penalties for each four will be as follows: 

For each refusal or cutting, for each horse.. 1 point 
Hitting the obstacle by one or more horses 

of the four.. . . . .. .. . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 2 points 
Fall of the horse or rider.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 points 

In  case of a tie between two or more of the teams, the 
course will be run over, and the obstacle increased in size, i f  the 
jury deems necessary. Teams requiring more than sis min- 
utes to complete the course will be excluded from classification. 

Training of Horses. 
Reserve for Foreign Officers-This is explained in detail 

in the catalogue, and plates are given to illustrate the require- 
ments. 
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High J t t m p  for Officers arid Gentlcnten. 

For horses of all breeds and countries, ridden by gentle- 
men. Course will be over four obstacles of an initial height of 
1.30 meters, placed in right line, with distance of fifty meters. 
The obstacles will be hedge, fence, wall and triple fence. Com- 
petitors must keep up the gallop between the obstacles. &e 
cutting will be admitted without a penalty. For the classifica- 
tion, three points will be given to each horse that clears each 
obstacle clean, two points to the one that hits only with the 
hind feet, and one point to the one that hits with its front feet. 
Fall oi the horse or rider will be penalized by three points. In  
case of a tie, the obstacle will be elevated to the degree decided 
rpon by the jury. The purse shall be 5.OOO francs, divided into 
s is  prizes. 

Charitpiorr High J i r r r r p  (Atricricari Gate)  for Officers 
and Cetrtleiwrt. 

For horses of all breeds and countries, ridden by gentlemen. 
The gate will have an initial height of 1.50 meters. The 

horse that clears clean will receive three points, the one that 
touches with his hind feet, 2 points, and the one that touches 
with his front feet, 1 point. Six faults will be admitted in 
this trial. The knocking off of a part of the obstacle, refusal 
and cutting, and falls will be counted as faults. The jury will 
decide upon how the increase of height will take place. The 
purse shall be 4,OOO francs, divided into five prizes. 

Ladies’ Class. 

For horses which are regularly hunted in Italy or abroad 
during the season 1910-11, and ridden by ladies who have 
hunted during that season and are regularly inscribed as mem- 
bers of a hunting club. In  this test, all horses will be shown 
successively at a walk, trot and gallop, will take mobile obstacles 
not exceeding the 1.10 height and 2.50 in breadth which may 
be required by the association. In giving the prizes, the jury 
will take into account the regularity of the gaits and the total 
of qualities required by hunter trained for lady. Prizes will 
be objects of art. 
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Cossolation Prize for Officcrs arrd Gen flerrier~ 
For horses of all breeds and countries, tvhich ridden by 

gentlemen have not obtained prizes in the preceding trials. The 
course will be about 3,000 meters, with obstacles not esceeding 
1.20 meters in height; maximum time permitted will be seven 
minutes. Only those horses finishing in this time will be con- 
sidered. The following will be the penalties : 

Each refusal or cutting.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 point 
Knocking off of the mobile part of the ob- 

stacle with the hind feet . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 points 
Kiocking off of the mobile part oi the ob- 

stacle with the irotit feet . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 points 
Fall of the rider or horse. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 points 

In case oi a tie. the course will  k ridden again. with the 
larger obstacles as inay be tleterniiiietl by the jury.  I'urse. 3.OOO 
Irancs. clivided into seven prizes. 

Grarrd Infcrrratic~rral -\Iilifary Sfccplccltusc. 
Officers in  active service, 

belonging to the Italian ann\- antl to foreign arniies: 10,OOO 
francs given by the -Association. ,?.OW of which will gn to the 
second. 1,300 to tlie third and 5 0 0  to the iourth. The horses 
must be iour years old and over antl may be oi  any Ix-eed and 
any country, but they must be qualiiied hunters and registered 
on service rolls for a pericwl o f  two nicniths. Entries 200 francs, 
forfeit 100 francs ii he is declared Fri(lay. the 12th o i  May, 
M o r e  3 o'clock at Rome. antl 25 irancs only ii he ic declared 
'.'ridaye the 28th oi -1pril. before 3 o'clock at Rome. \\-eigiit: 
Cyear-old can carry 68 kilograms ; 3-year-old. 73 kilograms ; 
5 years and more, i5s kilograms. Horses winning a steeple- 
chase in Italy oi  3,000 francs or a steeplechase of 10,ouO francs 
in 1910 will carry 2 kilograms es t ra ;  horses winning abroad a 
steeplechase of 2,000 francs, or a steeplechase of 10,OOO francs 
in 1910 will carry 4 kilograms extra; horses winning in Italy 
two steeplechases of 3.000 francs. or a steeplechase of 20,OOO 
francs in 1910 will carry 4 kilograms extra: horses winning 
over two steeplechases of +000 francs, or a steeplechase of 
20,000 francs in 1910. will carry 6 kilograms extra. Horses 

Sunday. May 14. Steeplechase. 

of all countries trained in Italy from the 1st of February, 1911, 
will receive three kilograms. These horses will receive besides 
two kilograms off after the 1st of February, 1911, if they have 
not won a steeplechase of 2,OOO francs. The distance will be 
ebout 4,OOO meters. Entries will be made up to the 7th of 
.?pril, before 3 o'clock, at  Rome. to the Secretary of the Asso- 
ciation. Horses belonging to foreign officers which have taken 
patr in this race and have not won 100 francs during the meet 
\*;ill receive 5 0 0  francs as a gratuity for traveling espenses. 

I Farrrcsc Iriterriatiortal Military Stccplcclrasc. 
For officers belonging to the Italian ann\- and to foreign 

arniies. The purse will be 4.OOO francs. of which 300 will go to 
the second, 310 to the third and 130 to the fourth. The race 
will be open to qualified hunters of over 4 years of age, of all 
breeds and all countries, but they must have been Government 
horses for a period of two months and _have not won in the 
year a steeplechase of 5 . 0  francs. Entrance 75 francs. forfeit 
13 francs if he is declared the 23d of May before 3 o'clock at  
Rome. Distance a b u t  4.OOO meters. Entry should be made 
b~ the 12th of May at Rome to the Secretary of the Associa- 
tion. The weight will be published the 16th of May at  8 
o'clock in tlie morning at  Rome. Horses winning a prize after 
pblication of the weight will carry two kilograms estra. Those 
winning two prizes or a handicap after that date, 2% kilo- 
grams. 

Gorerd lttforriiafioti. 

Foreign officers sent by their governments will enjoy spe- 
cial advantages. They will have free entry to the frontier at  
Rome and will be quartered in the capital during the meet. Their 
horses will be transported free from the frontier at  Rome, 
\*:here they will be sheltered and fed during the entire course 
of the meet. .A11 trials except those of patrols will be interna- 
tional. C'niform will be obligatory for officers, and hunting 
costume for gentlemen. 

Gentlemen \\ill be qualified in accordance with the con- 
ditions prescribed by the Regulations of the Jockey Club and 
the Steeplechase Society of Italy., The -4ssociation will be 
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charged with the regulation of disagreements which may arise 
during the meet, and its decision will be without appeal. Entries 
should be made to the Execeutive Committee in writing, always 
accompanied by the entrance fee, which is 20 francs for each 
horse, whatever b its class. For the charge of championship 
and the cup of the team of Italy, entries will be closed the 
20th of April. For the other classes, entries will be closed 
May lst, for the teams of four and for the Consolation class, 
the evening before the test. The races are governed by the 
Regulations of the Steeplechase Society of Italy. 

T H E  BROOD .\LARE -\ F-ACTOR IS T H E  FRESCH 
REJLOUST SYSTEJL.* 

S D E R  the French Remount system, the breeder of a u three year old saddle mare which he has sold to the 
government may retain the animal in his custody for two breed- 
ing seasons. under the express condition that the mare will be 
served by a government registered saddle stallion. Four year 
d d  mares may be retained for only one breeding seaspn. 

Following is a translation of the most important clauses of 
the contract between the Remount Department and the breeder : 

Three year old saddle mares suitable for breeding pur- 
poses will be purchased by the Remount Department and tem- 
porarily placed in the custody of the breeders who have sold 
them and who will contract to have them served for two con- 
secutive seasons, at three and four years of age, by a registered 
government stallion, such stallion to be designated in the fore- 
going contract by the military authorities. 

The breeder binds himself to feed these animals, to keep 
them in good condition and to use them only for light work 
(such heavy work as ploughing, hauling dirt, sand, building 
materials, drawing heavily laden coaches and wagons is strictly 
forbidden). He further takes unto himself the expenses of all 

CTranslated from the French by M. F. De Barneville. 
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kinds incident to the general care and the shoeing of the mares, 
as also the purchase of medical supplies in case of sickness. 

Unless ownership of the mare be relinquished by the gov- 
ernment to the breeder, for such reasons as will be set forth 
later, the latter can in no case claim ownership of them; but 
the foals born of these mares will be his property and he may 
dispose of them as he sees fit. 

In case of a change of residence, the breeder entrusted 
with the care of an army mare is re'quired to give due notifica- 
tion of same to the officer in charge of the Remount Station, 
through the commandant of the local gemfurme&. Failure to 
comply with this clause may occasion the withdrawal of the 
mare from his custody, should the War Department so decide. 

The mares are placed under the supervision of the military. 
authorities who may at any time exercise their right of control 
through such means as may be deemed advisable. 

Besides this right of control and while in the custody of a 
breeder the mares are liable to inspections by the remount pur- 
chasing board. These inspections occur after July 1st of the 
second year after they have been placed in custody in order 
that they may be presented, as the case may be, with their first 
foal. 

To  this effect, the board, while touring the territory, sum- 
mons the breeder, custodian of a mare, to present his charge 
for inspection at one of its meetings. .After inspection, the 
board decides whether the breeder is entitled to a premium as 
a reward for the mare's good condition and the care which has 
been bestowed upon it, or, should the reverse be the case, the 
board will take such steps as the circumstances may warrant. 

In reporting to the board, the breeder will present the fore- 
going contract and the certificate of service of the mare by a 
government stallion, 

If, for no valid reason, a breeder. fails to report to the 
board, he loses thereby all right to the premium. In this case, 
the officer in charge of the remount depot, who is also presi- 
dent of the board, summons him to present the mare, with the 
least practicable delay, either at the remount station or at a 
subsequent meeting of the board, and invites him to make 

' 
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known the reason why the mare had not been presented at the 
first surrm3011s. 

If the breeder pays no heed to the second summons, the 
officer in charge of the depot orders the withdrawal of the 
mare from his custody, unless its ownership be relinquished 
altogether 

The mares are turned over by the breeders to the military 
authorities to be assigned to a regiment before December 31st 
cf the year preceding that when they will have reached the 
age of six. 

However, the military authorities have the absolute right 
of withdrawing the mares before that period, at any time and 
without warning, either to meet the  demands of the army, or 
as a result of ill-treatment and lack of care on the part of the 
breeder-custodian, or for any other reason. 

The withdrawal by the government of a brood mare for 
failure of its custodian to present it for inspection, or for lack 
of care and ill-treatment reported at other times than during 
the inspection by the board, will impose upon the custodian the 
obligation of taking the mare at his own expense to the Re- 
mount Station. 

On the other hand, the custodian of a brood mare may, 
after the first foal has been weaned, or after October 1st of the 
year when the mare has reached the age of four, relinquish vol- 
untarily the custody of the animal. In this case the custodian 
will, at his own expense, bring the mare to the Remount 
Station. 

. In case of sickness of, or serious accident to the mare, the 
custodian will notify the officer in charge of  the Remount 
Station. 

Should the sickness or accident result in death or in a 
considerable depreciation in the value of the animal, a thorough 
investigation will be made by the commandant of the local 
gendarmerie as to the causes of the sickness or accident. This 
investigation should clearly establish whether the mare has been 
placed in proper time under the care of a veterinarian or if 
the necessary medicaments have been administered. 

This investigation is in order to determine whether or not 
the custodian is responsible for the causes leading to the death 

the government, as will be explained further. 
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of the mare and has taken proper measures to prevent it. If the 
death is found to be a result of his carelessness or neglect, he is 
ordered to reimburse to the government the amount of the 
purchase price and of any premiums he may have received. 
Should he be found not responsible, the carcass of the animal 
is left to him in payment of the sum of 15 francs ($3.00). 

In  order to encourage the custodians of brood mares to 
give all the care and attention necessary to keep in good con- 
dition any animals that may be entrusted to them, cash pre- 
miums may be awarded in recognition thereof for any mare 
kept in exoellent shape. 

In estimating the value of these prizes, the board will com- 
pute the amount in proportion to the increase in value vf the 
mare since purchased and judged from its present condition. 
This amount cannot exceed 250 francs ($50.00) the first year 
and 450 francs ($90.00) the second year. These maxima shall 
be reduced to 150 francs ($30.00) i f  the mare has remained 
unimpregnated. 

Should the case happen, that, through lack of care, through 
negligence, abusive treatment or any other cause engaging the 
responsibility of the custodian, the original value of the mare 
has been depreciated, the board will estimate and decide upon 
the amount of the depreciation which should be charged up 
against the custodian, such sum to be paid by him to the gov- 
ernment district treasurer. 

If the board finds that the mare has become unfit for 
service in the army as a result of ill-treatment, it decides that 
the animal shall be relinquished to the breeder-custodian who 
shall refund to the government the amount of the purchase 
price as well as any premium which he may have received. 

The findings of the board are without appeal. 

. 
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BLOODED HORSES FOR THE C.4V.4LRY. 

HE following clipping from a New York paper has been T sent us with a note that it should be of interest to all 
cavalrymen : 

On February 15th, at New York, sportsmen from the 
North, South, East and West sat down to table at the Waldorf- 
Astoria at the first dinner of its kind in this country. Called 
in the interests of sport in general, there were more than 300 
present, among them financial and social leaders in New York, 
Boston, Philadelphia, Cleveland and other cities. 

August Belmont, chairman of the Jockey Club, which con- 
trols racing throughout the country, presided. Among others 
present were Hollis Rinehart, of Washington, D. C. ; Dr. C. C. 
Burton and William H. T. Huhn, of Philadelphia; James W. 
Graves, of Richmond, Va; Andrew Freedman and Charles K. 
Harrison, Jr., of Baltimore : Robert Glendenning, of Philadel- 
phia; Thomas F. Ryan, of New York and Richmond, and 
Reginald Vanderbilt. 

Henry W. Smith, a gentleman steeplechase rider and all- 
around sportsman, in introducing Mr. Belmnt as toastmaster, 
said : 

“This is not a dinner of racing men, polo men, or hunting 
men, but of sportsmen, in the broadest distinction. As Lord 
North truthfully said: ‘There is a vast difference between a 
sportsman and a sporting man.’ I know that every gentleman 
interested in the future of sport feels that the Jockey Club 
and its chairman have done their best to uphold clean sport 
under the laws of the state of New York. 

“NO matter how successful a country, a race of men, or a 
breed of animals is, there is always the necessity of inhsing 
new blood, and for that reason I felt sure that the mingling of 
gentlemen from all parts of the United States with those here 
in Manhattan would brhg most valuable results.” 

The responsibility for sport in America, Mr. Smith de- 
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clared, rested upon the shoulders of the true sportsmen. He 
thought that all ought to work together, and suggested that the 
work could be done much better if  all worked from a central 
meeting place. 

August Belmont, on being introduced, said with emphasis 
that the banquet had not the remotest connection with any move- 
ment looking towar legal relief for horse racing or appeals to 

that he would offer to the government six stallions to start  a 
national breeding bureau, following the lines of France, Ger- 
many, Canada and other countries. Included in his six are 
Henry of Navarre, which once brought $3O,OOO at auction, and 
Octagon, the sire of Beldame, winner of a Suburban handicap, 
one of the greatest horses ever bred in any country. 

Continuing, Mr. Belmont said: “Convinced as we are that 
our cause is a common one, we are gathered here tonight, as I 
hterpret it, to promote, by means of friendly intercourse, every 
healthy, clean and invigorating sport where the horse plays a 
part. Every other nation of the first class encourages the de- 
velopment of the thoroughbred. 

“The great nations of Europe and their governments foster 
the racing and breeding of thoroughbreds for the value they 
know they possess. That racing furnishes a recreation for the 
public is subordinate. There are attendant evils, and sportsmen 
and lovers of the horse should be encouraged in their efforts to 
correct 2nd eliminate them. 

“But destroying racing as a public institution is not help 
ing the community. Upholding it and doing it justice by pass- 
ing intelligent criticism upon racing faults is right, and we 
should frown upon the bigot, whose gloomy pessimism would 
tcrn God‘s flowers of the fields to a monotonous gray.” 

l i r .  Belmont said the army is beginning to complain that it 
cannot readily find horses required for the cavalry. 

“What would happen in case of war,” he said, “if the cav- 
alary had to be quadrupled, and instead of a good cavalry horse 
lasting ten years, as they do in times of peace, the remounts 
of the cavalry were lasting but sixty days, which, on good mil- 
itary authority, I am told is the average? Where would they 
come from? 

the lawmakers for e nabling legislation. Later he announced 

r” 
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“I told General Frederick D. Grant last November that I 
would present to the army six good stallions, and I am going 
to offer this year and next to whoever the Secretary of Whr 
icdicates to me to be the proper recipient, Henry of Navarre, 
Octagon, two Rocksand colts and two from other sires. Added 
to this, I shall offer free use of my stallions in Lexington.” 

Henry of Navarre is a famous horse. one of the most 
€atnous in the Belmont stables. Knight of Ellerslie was his 
sire and Moss Rose his dame. Among the races for which 
Henry of Navarre will be remembered was his winning of the 
Suburban handicap in 18%. While he was running he brought 
many victories to the Belmont colors. 

-4s a 
youngster he came out as a remarkable two-year-old in 1906, 
and he was a great sprinter in the three succeeding years. He 
was by Rey d’Or out of Ortegal. Those who were about the 
tables figured that, with Henry of Navarre and Octagon, the 
two Rocksand colts and the two others Mr. Belmont had prom- 
ised, the value of his gift would be in the neighborhood of 

Octagon is estimated to be worth about $20,000. 

$1 20.000. I :  :!.:I 

9 

. - - -?  

A HIGH JUMP. 

HE following extract from a letter from Captain Edward T L. Anderson, the author of “Modern Horsemanshipp” 
“Horses and Riding.” “Curb, Snaffle and Spur,” etc., and who 
has always taken a lively interest in our cavalry, will be of in- 
terest to our readers: 

“That mysterious packet which Captain-Commandant 
Crousse sent to me in your care, turned out to be some photo- 
graphs of that splendid rider on his horse Conspiration.* I 
have had one of these copied and am sending you an example 
that you may see what our officers are ‘up against’ at the Lon- 
don show. I am not afraid of Guy Henry or the others that 
we are sending, but I h o w  that the horses against which they 
must contend are seasoned and well trained jumpers of first 
rate quality. 

*See photograph of Captain Crousse, on Conspiration, on page 722 of the 
Cavalry Journal for April, 1#)9. 
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“Conspiration must be at  least twelve years old nd his 
photograph shows with how much ease and grace Crousse and 
his charger are clearing seven feet, six and one-half inches. Of 
course Crousse is the champion, but Loenstein and many others 
are close behind him.” 

CAPTAIN CMWSE W I N S I N G  T H E  C H A Y P I O S S H I P  OF ST. SEB.\STlAS DEFORE T H E  
KING OF SPAIS. 

(Height  of j u m p  2.30 nirters.) 

THE SE-AT ;IT 0BST:ICLES. 

‘ r H E  method of taking obstacles has been the subject oi dis- 
cussion at  various times in the past few years in other 

countries as well as in our own. The fact that a particular in- 
dividual may be successful at his jumps does not warrant the 
statement that his method is correct, and this could be carried 
still further by saying that the method of any particular coun- 
try, however generally it be practiced in that country, is also not 
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sufficient to carry conviction as to superiority. I n  spite of the 
marked success of the Britishers at  Madison Square and at 
Chicago it was clear to those who saw the riding and to those 
who examined photographs of the competitors of the several 
nations that the Britishers were not the best riders. They did, 
however, have horses that were superior to those of the other 
countries and they were well trained-as a whole. 

The practice of the Italian officers, the hunting field, the 
tendency of our own officers with increasing experience, and 
the seats of the majority of the best riders to obstacles wher- 
ever they be, confirm the wisdom of departing from the old 
custom of sitting vertical o r  of leaning backwards with legs 
thrust forward a t  jumps. 

In  recent years it is clear that Saumur has followed the 
method suggested in the article from Le Sport Universel, Oc- 
tober 17, 1909, which follows: 

“The full and complete utilization of the horse at  obstacles is not in gen- 
eral practiced by our riders at  Saumur. Many still keep up the old method of 
approaching the obstacle, that in vogue prior to 1900, which consists in main- 
taining the body at  least vertical and more often leaning back, in not unloading 
the loins of the horse, and in maintaining one’s own back horribly bent, the 
legs three-quarters of the time extended to the front with no point of contact 
with the saddle except the length of the thighs. This manner of jumping 
(be it understood with horses which’ are well trained and do not have to  be 
carried to the obstacle), takes away from the mount a third of its strength 
and in racing makes him lose two lengths at  each obstacle. It takes away 
from the rider all his suppleness and compels him to disastrous grabbing of 
the reins on the race-course and even in the horse show ring. ?rforeover, it 
does not give him an ounce more of solidity on landing when the horse is 
collecting himself. 

“Let us suppose that our riders train their horses first over small obstacles, 
then over medium ones on the Ionge, then mounted; let us suppose they give 
their horses the habit of jumping and the necessary freedom which are the 
A, B. C of the profession, and the active equitation of which Captain Feline 
has spoken; finally, let us suppose them with stirrups somewhat short, adopt- 
ing a method infinitely easier and more practical, therefore better than the 
old one.-then we would see obstacles taken that are unknown in the magnifi- 
cent riding halls of Saumur.-obstacles of the type Caprilli. that extraordi- 
narily clever and very advanced founder of the Italian method.” 

Probably the seat most to be commended for obstacles may 
LE described as the one which requires the rider to be well down 
iz the middle of his saddle, firmly gripping his mount with the 
calves of his legs and knees, body slightly forward, and hands 
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down. That seat should not involve rigidity of body, yet the 
hold on the horse should be so strong as  not to bump him on 
landing. Under no circumstances should the horseman fail to 
give his mount full and complete immunity as to his head while 
jumping. H. T. A. 

I 

i 
i 

EFFORTS TO IMPROVE T H E  =\RTILLERY 
HORSE I N  FR-INCE. 

EPORTS have frequently been made on the work of the R National Society for the Encouragement of Army Horses. 
The work of this Society, though not intentionally, has been 
very largely devoted to the improvement of the cavalry horse 
acquired for the army. The “National Harness Horse So- 
ciety” has now entered into the same field, with four com- 
petitions and prizes looking to  the improvement of the draft 
horse for artillery. These competitions or horse shows are re- 
ported to have had a very real success, both in regards number 
of horses shown, their quality and encouraging results. Some 
of the trials were rather original, for instance, horses \\-ere re- 
quired to go in harness three and onehalf miles at rapid gaits, 
not only on roads, but over ploughed ground, fields, up steep 
slopes some of them one on five, hauling a minimum of 1,OOO 
pounds. The same horse, immediately afterwards, would be 
saddled and made to trot and gallop over rough ground These 
tests are said to have met with a great deal of approbation on 
the part of buyers, not merely for the army, but for general 
purposes. It was remarked that after having seen a horse tested 
in this way, a man ought to know what he was buying. 

About a year ago the Minister of War instituted a series 
of very extended tests to  determine the qualifications of a g o d  
artillery horse. The results of these tests were published in 
the Revue d’Artillerie. The most salient point brought out seems 
to have been that the big horse, the one frequently heretofore 

. 
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preferred for artillery, could but rarely hold his own in a Severe 
competition over all sorts of ground y i th  the rather small, 
thick-set, sturdy beast which won the honors of most of these 
trials. 

These competitions seem to have served to indicate the 
model of horse most likely to do good service in the artillery. 
The Harness Horse Society is doing all it can to stimulate the 
raising of draft horses of this model. The army will benefit 
by their efforts as well as the horse raisers. ’ T. B. ?If. 

HORSES FOR OUR C.\V.\LRS. 

E have been furnished with copies of two letters written W to a horse breeder in Pennsylvania which show the lively 
interest that the \Yar Department authorities are now taking in 
this question, which is of such vital importance to our Cavalry. 
They are given herewith below : 

Dear .!+:-,The Chief of Staff has fully expressed my 
views in his reply to you. The ideal hunter is the top-notch 
charger. Perhaps the views espressed by Lieut. Col. Lockett 
and Major Foltz, both of the Cavalry, regarding the clean bred 
horses they inspected at Mr. Thomas Hitchcock’s farm on Long 
Island might be interesting in this connection : 

“We first inspected a lot of young thoroughbred horses, ranging in age 
from yearling to four years old, with a view of determining whether the dis- 
position and conformation of these horses were such as to make the type 
suitable for Cavalry practice. 

“We found the horses remarkably gentle, docile and intelligent, of power- 
ful and splendid conformation and perfectly suitable in every respect for 
Cavalry service. Of course, the cost of such animals would make it out of 
question for the Government to purchase these as mounts for the Army, but 
sires and dames of this type might be purchased by the Department of Agri- 
culture, and so distributed as to introduce the type into the various horse- 
bwding sections of the country.” 

Naturally we cannot find, and do not expect to get, such 
extraordinary animals as the ideal hunter and horses such as 
some of those included in the number mentioned by these two 
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gentlemen, but the officers of the mounted service should always 
keep in mind a high standard type towards which their energies 
should be devoted. The Government would indeed be fortunate 
if it could secure half-breds of good temperament and confor- 
mation. A number of years will be required to bring that 
about. 

In  1897, Count Lehndorf informed me that in seven years 
he had succeeded in increasing the blood (thoroughbred) in the 
horses of the German Cavalry by anly about 10 percentum. 

The horse that will suit the Cavalry will also be a most 
useful animal for nearly all farm purposes. I t  seems to me, 
therefore, that breeders would find a general demand in addition 
to the Government market for their young horses of the type 
described, and would be justified in breeding to it. 

Very truly yours, 
H. T. A. 

R. P. McGrann, Esq., Lancaster, Pa. 
Dear Mr. McGrartn :-Replying to your communication re- 

garding the most suitable horse for Cavalry purposes and the 
best way of breeding such animals, I beg to state that the pri- 
mary considerations in the Cavalry horse is the capacity to carry 
considerable weight over rough country for a long period and 
oftentimes at  a rapid pace. 

Tlie first condition elminates a very light horse; the second 
and third require activity and endurance; and the fourth necessi- 
t:des some speed. It is clear that certain types must be wholly 
eliminated and that suitable animals are to be found now in 
large numbers in very few localities in our  country. This fact 
causes this Department to take the keenest interest in the subject 
of breeding service horses. The temperament of these animals 
is hardly less important than either of the essential attributes 
suggested above. 

The principally recognized breeds of this country-Stand- 
ard, Morgan, Hackney, Saddle-as is well known, are largely 
indebted to thoroughbred ancestry for some of their most note- 
worthy traits. This fact helps to confirm the opinion that good, 
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big graded mares, almost regardless of predominating strains, 
when crossed with selected thoroughbred stallions, should pro- 
duce fairly good Cavalry horses. Probably the highest type of 
a charger would result from crossing a large thoroughbred 
mare, of excellent temperament and of big bone and muscle, 
with a stallion of similar qualifications. The Government cannot 
expect to secure such progeny as that would assure in sufficient 
rwmbers. The type of sire, however, crossed with good graded 
mares should give satisfactory mounts, and in general horses of 
much farm usefulness. If that policy of breeding were adopted 
by the farmers, in the course of a few years the Government 
would be able to secure enough young horses of a proper type 
to satisfy its peace requirements. 

The following gives you a notion of what is now demanded 
of the service horse owned by officers: 

Suitable mount (charger) as published in General Orders No. 125, War 
Department. 1- is hereby interpreted to mean a horse with a minimum 
height of 15 hands, 2 inches and with a minimum weight of 1,OOO pounds. 
The horse should be of good appearance and of such breeding and substance 
as will enable him to carry his owner over jumps of reasonable stiffness, in- 
cluding hurdles, ditches, fences and other obstacles simulating those which 
ordinarily would be met in going cross country. 

' 

Thanking you for your patriotic interest in improving the 
horses of the country, I am, 

Very truly yours, ' 

(Signed) LEONARD WOOD. 
L. P. McGrann, Esq., Lancaster, Pa. 

Y 
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THE REVOLVER. 

IN PB COLONEL GEORGE L. COWAN’S LEITER TO m e .  SECRETARY OF WAX. 

HE revolver is pre-eminently the arm of the officer and of T those who carry no other shooting weapon. If our troop 
ers did not have a good repeating rifle, which is better fol 
aounted work in large bodies than the revolver and equally as 
good in small detachments, it would be necessary to keep the 
revolver for 311. For individual work, such as  falls to members 
of patrols, many claim that the revolver is a peculiarly fit 
weapon. To meet that condition the revolver should be left in 
the hands of officers, of non-commissioned officers and oi trum- 
peters. 

The revolver served the Confederates well in a number of 
charges. They did not have a repeating rifle such as our pres- 
ent one. For horseback work this rifle would easily be the equal 
cf both fire arms carried in the Civil \Var. 

In all the Confederate charges it is clear that the horse was 
the principal weapon, and with the boldness displayed by For- 
rest, Stuart and Mosby on various occasions, even a good club 
in addition to the horse would have been highly effective. Fred- 
erick the Great absolutely prohibited the use of fire arms 
mounted. He compelled his troopers to rely entirely upon their 
horses and sabers. I t  has been claimed that out of twenty-two 
successful battles fought by him, fifteen were won by his cav- 
alry. 

In numerous ways we have departed from the practices of 
the Civil War. I t  is true we came out of that 1Yar with three 
weapons for the cavalry ; we also came out of that great struggle 
with what are known to havebeen antiquated organizations and 
arms for all branches of the mobile a m y .  The cavalry alone 
has retained its archaic organization and its equally out of date 
armament. We are still a t  variance with the best practice of all 
the rest of the world as regards cavalry armament and organi- 
zation. 

, ---y 
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In  spite of the intimate knowledge possessed by military 
nations of the achievements of the revolver in our Civil War, 
not one has seen fit to  adopt it as an arm for its troopers. These 
nations have, however, recognized theoretically and practically 
the lessons learned from that \\*ar in regard to the use of one 
good fire arm for mounted troops-an arm that can be used 
both on foot and on horseback. 

Considering all the circumstances connected with Colonel 
Cowan’s service, the proportions of the engagements, the stage 
of development of the troops, the availability of various arms, 
his statements regarding General Forrest-“killed at least half 
e dozen men with. his saber,” “General Forrest himself thought 
highly of the saber.” etc.-and the description of the engage- 
ment a t  Plantersville, \\.herein he says one volley with the car- 
bine “emptied about twenty saddles.” it would not be illogical to 
deduce from his letter that repeating carbines and sabers are the 
test weapons for our mounted service. 

General \Yesley Jlerritt confirms General Forrest‘s estimate 
of the saber in the following language: 

Is it not 
strange then if all that is now said of it is true, that some little of its merits 
have never been known before? Mind you, I am not prepared to say that 
much that our essayists have written is not true, but I beg of these gentlemen, 
for the sake of their own cause, not to attempt to discredit a weapon (saber) 
whose record is a blaze of glory, by an arm (revolver) whose single exploit 
dates back to the Civil \Var, and whose one title to effectiveness is the massa- 
cre of a party of unskilled, undrilled volunteers by a band of Confederate 
‘irregulars’.” 

“The pistol, in one form or another, is as old as gunpowder. 

The f~llowing by Colonel IViIliam Brooke-Rawle, who 
participated in the Rummel’s Farm attack by Generals Hampton 
and Fitz Lee, shows that the saber was gaining adherents over 
the revolver as the war progressed : 

“The orders of the Confederate officers could be heard, ‘Keep to your 
sabers, men. keep to your sabers!” for the lessons they had learned at Brandy 
Station and at Aldie had been severe. There the cry had been, ‘Put up your 
sabers! Draw your pistols and fight like gentlemen’.” 

I t  is no longer a question between saber and revolver, but 
$. question as to whether cavalry, in such large bodies as  future 
wars will demand, should have two modern fire arms. 

3 
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The present contention is: the modem rifle or carbine is for 
iiiounted fire in large bodies superior to the revolver; for other 
mounted work it is by and large the equal of the revolver; while 
for action on foot it is absolutely indispensable. Our present 
policy of having two shooting weapons is, therefore, unneces- 
sary, burdensome, and expensive. 

Officers, non-commissioned officers (sergeants at least) and 
trumpeters should have revolvers, but not carbines or rifles. 

x. 

I 
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POLO IN THE -ARMY. 

TO The Editors: 
Knowing that the subject of Polo is an interesting one to 

most of your readers, I am taking the liberty of suggesting 
the publication of photographs of model Polo horses of the 
different army polo teams. 

I am enclosing a form which we use here for registering 
all polo horses of members of our polo club. 

If you care to use any of our set of photographs, I shal! 
be glad to lend you the same from which you may be able 
to select interesting types. 

F. B. HENNESSY, 
Captain and Comissary Third Field Artillery, 

Polo Manuger. 

POU) HORSE DESCRIPTIVE LIST. 

Name of Home ............................... Name of Owner ,... .......................... 
poreheeed: 
From whom ........................... When... ........ _....... Where .................... 
&x ....... Color, ........ Age .....yeam. Height ...... Hands. Weight.. .... lbe 
Breeder ......... ........."......... Sire ......................... Dam .......................... 
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Registered ....................... ............................................................ 
Polo Manager. 

Tlie Editor will be glad to receive and publish cuts of 
horses not only that are suitable and typical polo ponies but 
also of other horses that are believed to be those best suited 
for troop horses and officers' chargers. This for the purpose 
cf obtaining the views of our horsemen as to the best types 
of horses for service and sport and of conveying their ideas to 
our readers. \.\;e hear many conflicting statements as  to the 
relative merits of the Virginia and Missouri horses to be seen 
at the Fort Reno Remount Depot and as but few of ou,r 
mounted officers are able to inspect these horses personally, 
photographs of the best of those from different sections of the 
country would be interesting and instructive. 

0 

The following from the Daily Express of San Antonio 
will be of interest to our polo players: 

"The Third Field Artillery polo team was given the 
hardest fight it has had this season yesterday afternoon on the 
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Lower Post parade a t  Fort Sam Houston. 
ir! which each side used subs, the Artillery defeated the Free- 
booters by the score of 9 to 3. 

“The game w a s  marred by an accident to Dr. J. -4. 
Edmunds, the veteran polo expert, who played awhile with 
ihe Freebooters. In  a collision nearly in midfield his horse 
fell with him. -4t first he n-as thought to be severely injured, 
but he was able to walk from the field, having nothing more 
serious than a twisted right shoulder and a general shaking up. 

“The game was a full one of eight periods, and it was 
fought hard all the way. The Freebooters team played far 
better than it had ever before, Soland and Meado\s-s in par- 

t ticular showing improvement. The Artillery had a shade the 
better of combined play, and in this manner was their game 
won. The line-up: 

After a fast game, 

.4rtillery (9). Freebooters (3) .  

Lieuts. Mortimer-Downer. .No. 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mr. Meadows 
Capt. McIntyre (captain) . .No. 3 .  . . Dr. Edmunds-JIr. Soland 
Capt. Hennessy. . . . . . . . . . .No. 3 .  . . . . . . . . . .Lieut. Krogstad 
Lieut. Hughes. , . . . . . . . . . .No. 1. .Mr. Soland, Lieut. Baehr” 

. 
W e  have received inquiries from a foreign publisher for 

the names and addresses of polo clubs in the United States 
A m y  and will be pleased to receive the same from managers 
or  the presidents of such clubs. 

I 
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INCIDENT I 9  - A S  ARGESTINE RIDISG SCHOOL. 

From the Brifish Cavalry Journal. 

“Ii‘hen visiting the barracks of a cavalry regiment in the 
Argentine Republic recently I was shown a recruits’ ride where 
they were taught to ride over a series of jumps without reins 
c r  stirrups. In order to show that they were not losing their 
heads with the strain of riding, they had to keep shouting aloud 
the theoretical training which they had imbibed that morning. 

“One recruit was galloping around shouting, ‘The Repub- 
lic has as  its President the distinguished Senor Don Porro.’ 
Just then his horse hit a fence hard and rolled over, but the 
gallant recruit, as he turned a ‘cart-wheel’ in the air, went on 
to shout, ‘And the name of the Adjutant General of the army 
is Aguirra.’ .4nd as he sat up, finally landed, bruised and dizzy, 
he was still heard crying, ‘And the colonel of the regiment is 
Marco di Palo.’ 

, 
! 

. 

“R S. S. B-P.” 



Bditor’s Gable. 

CAVALRY TR.%INING .A,UD ORG-\SIZ.\TIOS. 

HE article in the March number of the CAVALRY JOURNAL T on the subject of cavalry training and target practice and 
the two comments thereon have attracted much attention from 
cur cavalry officers, and many d m  it the most important ques- 
tion that has been discussed in the JOURNAL for many years. 

Herewith below will be found extracts from some of the 
letters received upon this subject and other kindred matters : 

“The March number of the JOC’RSAL was received this 
evening and I wish to say that this number has given me hope 
that there is really to be something done about getting rid of the 
infernal infantry rifle and all the trouble that it causes. 

“In my humble judgment the comments on Captain Booth’s 
article itself should be agreed to heartily by every officer of 
cavalry. To my mind these gentlemen have told the truth, and 
it is a source of a great deal of pleasure to read these articles. 
for I have been preaching these very ideas for some time. 
Please say to the officers who wrote these comments on Captain 
Booth’s article that I congratulate them, and him also. 

“I also think Captain Short’s article should be read and re- 
membered by all cavalrymen and that we should see to it that 
the Mounted Service School i s  kept up along these lines. 

“Major Mott’s article is splendid and every cavalry officer 
should read it. 

“This is as far as I have read this number, but there are 
enough to animate ‘the true cavalry spirit in any one having a 
spark of it in him and I simply had to stop to inflict this hasty 
note on you 
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“This is not meant for publication, but is just to let you 
know that I appreciate your work and judgment in the selection 
of articles for the JOURNAL and to place myself on record as 
being in line with the spirit and desires of the writers of the 
articles mentioned.” 

“It is a source of much satisfaction to know that the offi- 
cers at Leavenworth are giving the cavalry branch special and 
earnest consideration. It is quite probable that we are on the 
eve of some valuable and rapid strides in the improvement of 
our arm. It is to be hoped that by the time the next Congress 
convenes we will have adopted a well-rounded policy for a 
proper mobile army, in which the cavalry will receive a modem 
organization. The armament, I trust, will be settled before that 
time arrives; in fact, the Cavalry Board ought to be in posses- 
sion of a decision now in order that i t  might be prepared to 
make the necessary recommendations as to equipment, adjust- 
ment of weight, etc. 

“Besides organization and armament, the question of the 
sationing of cavalry is now to the fore. As you know, strategic 
reasons and economical considerations have had far less to do 
with determining our stations than political exigencies and con- 
cessions. In my opinion, we have gone decidedly far in the 
direction of time given to target work as suggested in Captain 
Saxton’s paper. I very much doubt, however, whether, under ’ 

the prevailing sentiment in all countries in favor of a cracker- 
jack long range weapon we could now successfully advocate a 
carbine, but it seems to me, however, that a discussion of this 
matter in the CAVALRY JOURNAL would be opportune. 

“We are accomplishing certain matters administratively 
that have considerable bearing on the mounted branch. For 
example: in the orders to be published at a very early date, a 
description of a suitable mount and also a description of the 
cavalry seat such as conforms to the best modern usage. The 
value of a remount station continues to show that its conception 
was most wise and beneficial to the service. We hope that the 
same may be said of the training that these new horses will get 
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when they arrive at the various posts. The establishment of a 
field officers’ course at Fort Riley, to take effect April lst, ought 
also to have a very far reaching effect on the mounted service. 
All in all, there is reason to believe that some headway is being 
made, but it is altogether too slow and we are handicapped by 
the most fundamental of all things connected with our service- 
an archaic organization.” 

U. S. CA VALR Y YOURNAL. 

“In r e  Leavenworth Pian. 
“This is most interesting. The professional zeal is indica- 

tive of a progress that all of us keenly desire. 
“The fundamental requisite to success in the direction indi- 

cated is a cavalry organization-not an infantry one nor a three- 
fourths (three battalions of three troops each) infantry one. 
Upon that all of us should unite, for as soon as it be attained 
the rest of the Army, as well as ourselves, will take the cavalry 
for what it should be-’a special corps belonging to the Army.’ 

“All the other improvements are unimportant as compared 
with this in bringing out the special corps idea. 

“From various cavalry sources a composite opinion is left 
of an unnecessary backwardness in proclaiming, or rather in 
stating, our requirements. There seems to be a conflict between 
timidity and cold reason cloaked under what might be called 
policy or political exigency. This is shown by the d e s t  drafts 
of proposed reorganizations for the cavalry and the unpreten- 
tious measures suggested for its advancement. Possibly the 
timidity may be army conservatism, a characteristic which 
thrives when rank and responsibility are not commensurate with 
age. It is not fair to the Service nor just to Congress to advo- 
cate any measure that falls short of what theory and best prac- 
tice declare correct. 

“In spite of our wonderful cavalry experience in the Civil 
War, we should not rest complacently on the organizations and 
armaments with which we emerged from that great struggle. 
Barring the cavalry, the organizations and armaments of the 
rest of the mobile army have been largely changed. We emerged 
from the Ciyil War with many ideas that have weighed heavily 
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upon our military efficiency by delaying acceptance of modern 
methods. Surely our aim should be up-to-date pdicies and 
measures, arid in arriving at them we must be influenced by the 
best practices of progressive and aggressive nations. If all the 
nations of the world, including Oriental ones, adopt practically 
the same organization and the same armament for the same 
branch, it is not a chance measure, but should be highly sug- 
gestive to us. To say that American terrain and American tra- 
dition and character differentiate us from all other nations to 
such a degree as to demand a radical departure from universally 
accepted practices is a reflection on our judgment. 

“It is a fact that no nation has a cavalry regiment consist- 
ing of more than six troops (most of them smaller), and no 
nation gives its mounted men more than two weapons each If 
the above premises be sound, then Army conservatism rather 
than reason is dominant when regiments of more than six troops 
and more than two weapons for troopers are advocated. 

“Frederick the Great was enormously successful with his 
cavalry, yet he forbade it using any whatever fire arm. Under 
changed conditions all the world has seen fit to gwe its cavalry 
one shooting weapon-a long range one; but no nation except 
cur own has seen fit to provide two shooting weapons for its 
troopers. 

“It therefore follows that as to armament and organization 
of cavalry all other nations of the world are wrong. If this 
last statement be correct, then we are right; if it be incorrect, 
then we are wrong, in which case we should use our most earn- 
est efforts to change our system of organization and arma- 
ment.” 

WASHINGTON AND CAVALRY. 

EFERRING to the article, under the above title, that a p  R peared in the January, 1911, number of the CAVALBY 
JOURNAL, by General Charles Francis Adams, we have received 
from Lieutenant G. C. Thayer, First Troop Philadelphia City 
Cavalry, copies of correspondence had by him with General 
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A b  regarding the statement made in that article that Wash- 
ington had no cavalry in his army during the campaign of Tren- 
ton and Princeton. 

The following are extracts from this correspondence : 

LIEUTENANT THAYER TO GENEaAL ADAYS: 

“I have read with much interest your article recently pub- 
lished in the CAVALRY JOURNAL concerning the absence of 
mounted troops with Washington during the Revolutionary 
War. 

I desire to call your attention, however, to what is appar- 
ently an error in your article in the statement that Washington 
had no mounted troops with him during the battles of Prince- 
ton and Trenton. 

“The First Troop-Philadelphia City Cavalry, then known 
as the ‘Philadelphia Light Horse,’ under the command of C a p  
tain Samuel Morris. accompanied Washington’s Army during 
this campaign and took part in the above mentioned battles. 

“The Troop regards with particular pride its record in this 
campaign. The original Troop standard carried during that 
period is at present in the Armory, as well as a portion of a 
Hessian flag taken from a body of Hessians whom they cap- 
tured during the battle of Trenton. 

“In January, 1177, the Troop received an autograph letter 
horn General Ivashington, thanking them for their services. 
The original of this letter * * * is a t  present in possession of 
one of the descendants of Captain Morris. * * * 

“I enclose for your information a foc simile of this letter.” 

L4 

GENERAL ADAYS TO LIEUTESAST THAYER : 

“I do not recall that I had said that lyashington had with 
him no mounted troops at  all during the affairs of Princetoil 
and Trenton. If, however, I did make any such statement I at 
once accept pour correction. In  the different accounts I have 
read of those operations I had come across no mention of the 
presence of mounted troops of any description. In fact, during 
the whole of LVashington’s operations, from Kips Bay in early 
September down to the Trenton affair in January, I do not 
recollect a single reference to cavalry as cutting any figure in 
what occurred. 

. , . . -  . . ,  . .  
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“I am, therefore, under the impression that the Phila- 
delphia Troop must then have acted as a species of headquar- 
ters escort, or what might be termed a bodyguard for Wash- 
ington in person. That as such it did escort and orderly service, 
and was repeatedly more or less under fire could not admit of 
any question. I should like further evidence, however, that it 
was ever engaged in what are known as  cavalry warfare. 

“The first suggestion of such, warfare I have come across 
is in the case of what was known as Pulaski’s cavalry at the 
battle of Germantown. Then for the first time this arm of 
the service had been brought under the command of what 
might be considered a cavalry commander. Both previously 
and then the cavalry organizations had been largely divided 
up under the immediate direction of those in command of 
divisions of infantry. 

“It was during the Valley Forge winter that the first at- 
tempt was made towards a distinct cavalry organization, pro- 
posed to be used as such. 

“I am now engaged in preparing a paper on the subject 
to which you refer, as part of a volume of Miscellaneous 
Papers, and if I am in any way in error as  to the above, I 
should like to  be advised thereof, and also hate my attention 
directed to sources of information which have escaped me.” 
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HE CAVALRY JOURNAL wants some well thought out T papers on this timely subject. 
Our cavalry, besides differing from that of all other armies 

in methods and training and in the lack of attention given to 
the horse and to horsemanship, differs from all others in or- 
ganization. 

Long dissertations on what “I think” with little or no basis 
therefor are not of much use, but deductions from cavalry 
history, except that confined to Indian or partisan warfare, or 
Lased on the principles enunciated by great cavalry leaders or 
cn  a consensus of the opinions of all other nations, modified 
t: agree with our political and other conditions, are greatly 
needed. 

Below are some of the points which need careful study 
by the officers of our arm: 

1. The number of units most suitable in the troop, 
squadron and regiment. 

In  large commands the three unit system meets tactical re- 
quirements. In the regiment and smaller units, the three unit 
system makes it practically impossible to go into mounted action 
except in three lines of equal strength. The necessity for our 
present organization is usually stated to be because it is more 
suitable for dismounted action. A dismounted squadron has 
about the same number of rifles as a foreign company. Eo 
ioreign battalion is made up of three companies. 

For the work of the contact squadrons about 200 sabers 
makes the most suitable force for each road. Both theory and 
history shows that to be true. 

2. The necessity for a “home squadron” and localized 
recruiting. 

We once tried or alleged to have tried having “home 
squadrons” and soon gave up the experiment. Abroad they 
are universally used. Localized recruiting and a sort of penna- 
nent home station have many points of superiority over our 
present lack of system. 

3. Hand in hand with the second proposition goes the 
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fiecessity for in peace devising some means for recruiting 
men and horses in time of war. If the localized recruiting dis- 
trict and home, or better “training,” squadron is not to be used. 
what can we devise as a practicable measure for keeping our 
cavalry up to efficient strength in time of war? 

4. Strength of our regiments. Foreign regiments are 
much smaller than ours but are gradually increasing in size. 

5. The rank of officers. Searly all reorganization 
schemes are devised to give promotion to some one or  more 
officers. Can we not consider this question on the basis of the 
best arrangement for promoting the fighting efficiency of our 
cavalry? Foreign squadrons are commanded by captains. The 
squadrons are made up of platoons under the command of 
lieutenants. These squadrons are smaller in size than ours but 
lzrger than our troops. Between the platoon and the regiment 
is one intermediate organization instead of two as with US. 

Foreign infantry battalions are commanded by a major. His 
command can put about the same number of rifles on the firing 
line as  our regiments. He can at  least put on the firing line 
twice as  many men as can our battalions. So parallels in 
rank of foreign commanders are not to be obtained in either 
arm. Independent of jealousies as to rank or  promotion 
what is the most useful organization in respect to officers? 
Considering. as we must do, their jealousies. etc., what is the 
post  suitable arrangement for us? 

6. Machine gun troops. Should they be troops as our 
organization now makes them or should there be only a platoon? 
Or, should they be armed with a very light weight machine gun 
and one or two with a pack horse of ammunition be a perma- 
nent part of each squadron? 

This question of reorganization of our cavalry is going 
to come up in the near future, possibly before the next Con- 
gress, and it behooves our cavalry officers to consider it fully 
and, i f  practicable, settle in their own minds what is wanted 
or needed to put the cavalry arm on a basis of fighting effi- 
ciency. 

We have many capable officers who are able to intelli- 
gently discuss this matter and it is hoped that they will “get 
W and let us have their best efforts in this line. The 
Executive Council will pay for good articles under this head. 

L 
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“Of the nrakirig of books tlrcrc is i t 0  ertd.” 
S has beeti noted several times in the CAVALRY JOURNAL, A our Book Department was organized with the sole 

end in view of supplying our members and subscribers with the 
best and latest military books at  the lowest practicable cost to 
them and with no idea that it was to  be a money-making busi- 
ness. Of course, it was not intended or expected that the As- 
sociation would lose any money in the business but, a t  the same 
time, it was the intention to make only enough profit to pay for 
the extra clerical work that it would entail and to insure the 
Association against loss. 

\Vith the above object in view, the prices of books pub- 
lished by the Association were fixed as  low as would clear the 
.Association in a reasonable length of time and, after paying all 
expenses, return a small profit. .Also, in selling books published 
by others, the discounts obtained have been divided between the 
Association and the purchaser in case the latter is a member 
of the association or  a subscriber to the JOURNAL. In other 
words, we have a lower price for our niembers and subscribers 
wherever our contracts with authors and publishers do not 
prohibit such lower prices. 

The Secretary of the Association is willing and anxious 
to serve our members and subscribers in looking up the best 
and latest books on any subject, military or otherwise, and has 
in the past been of service to many in this line. Scarcely a 
day passes but that some inquiries are made regarding the latest 
and best authorities on certain particular subject or to quote 
prices on certain lists of books. 

In addition to supplying books, the Association has re- 
cently arranged to  place orders for subscriptions for periodicals 
of all kinds and the business in this line has been no small item. 
Many troops have availed themselves of this opportunity to 
order their subscriptions through us, and, it is believed, to their 
satisfaction as well as  profit. We are prepared to quote prices 
on nearly all foreign military periodicals and to  supply them 
at  the lowest possible cost. 

I 
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We have recently published two books that are attracting 
attention and which should be in the hands of every reading 
officer. The first of these, while being a cavalry book, yet is 
of enough general interest to the officers of the other branches 
of the service, especially to those who keep up with the opera- 
tions of all arms, as to be of use to them also. This  is Captain 
Gray’s “Cavalry Tactics as Illustrated by the \Var of the Re- 
bellion” which is a peculiar book in many respects. It is made 
up from extracts from reports and accounts, taken principally 
from the Rebellion Records, of cavalry engagements during the 
Civil War and the author’s comments thereon. Each extract 
shows the source from which it was taken and on the margin 
are notations showing when and where the battle or engage- 
ment took place and short, pithy remarks as to what it illus- 
trates. 

The reviews and notices of this book have been flatter- 
ing and there is no doubt but that every cavalry officer of our 
service should have a copy of it. 

This is Part I of the complete work that Captain Gray 
cxpects to bring out. He  writes that the third part is ready 
for publication but that it will be impossible to complete the 
second part until he returns to the states where he can have 
access to the necessary maps and books of reference. 

The following is an extract from a review of Captain 
Gray’s book that appeared in a recent number of the L-,iitcd 
ScNice Jf agazine : 

“The author further considers that there is no modern 
accepted principle of cavalry tactics which was not fully illus- 
trated in the American Civil War, and that no subsequent cam- 
paign has added, in any respect, to the cavalry tactics therein 
daily applied. Captain Gray then gives a brief history of the 
cqanization and armament of the United States Cavalry and 
devotes the remainder of the book to the brief enumeration of 
the examples of cavalry operations taken from the Records- 
for the most part Federal-of the War of the Rebellion and 
especially from the opening of the 1863 campaign, when the 
Federal cavalry was beginning to emerge from what may per- 
haps be described as its novitiate. 

“This purports to  be Part I of a larger work, of which 

L.. IC. . ‘. 
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the second portion-‘the troopleading of cavalry’-is to illus- 
trate the decisions based on the principles here shown.” 

The other is that of Krueger’s translation of the first 
volume of the fourth and latest edition of Balck’s Tactics. __ 
Those who are familiar with the previous editions of this work, 
which is a standard authority in Europe as well as  in this 
country, know that the original is in six volumes and covers 
a11 the principles of tactics throughout its various ramifications. 

This first volume is entitled, “Introduction and Formal 
Tactics of Infantry” and while, as its title indicates, it is de- 
voted mainly to the tactics of infantry, yet it deals with general 
tactical questions that should be known by all officers, especially 
the chapters devoted to “Infantry vs. Cavalry” and “Infantry vs. 
Artillery.” 

The second volume of this work is now being translated 
and will be published in the near future. It relates to the sub- 
jects of the tactics of Cavalry and Field Artillery. 

JVe have under consideration the question of publishing the 
translation of this second volume serially in the CAVALRY 
JOURNAL, or a t  least that portion of it relating to cavalry, and 
later in book form. Also, it is just possible that the Journal 
of the  Field Artillery Association, when started, may publish 
the  part relating to tha t  arm. 

Throughout Colonel Balck’s work, he illustrates every 
principle laid down by what was done, or should have been done, 
in different w r s  and comments freely upon the actions in the 
Russo-Japanese War, the Boer War, as well as others, and 
illustrates the changes in tactics by the experiences gained in 
these wars. H e  also tells what is considered the best tactics of 
all other armies and draws freely from their Field Service 
Regulations. 

THE AMERICAN RED CROSS. 

HE American Red Cross announces, in connection with the T International Conference of the Red cross which will 
be held at Washington, D. C., in May, 1912, that the Marie 
Feodorovna prizes will be awarded. 

0 
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These prizes, as may be remembered, represent the interest 
cn a fund of 100,OOO rubles which the Dowager Empress of 
Russia established some ten years ago for the purpose of 
diminishing the sufferings of sick and wounded in war. Prizes 
are awarded at intervals of five years, and this is the second 
occasion of this character. These prizes in 1912 will be as 
follows : 

. One of 6,000 rubles. 
Two of 3.000 rubles each. 
Six of 1,ooO rubles each. 

The subjects decided upon for the competition are: 
( 1 ) Organization of evacuation methods for wounded 

on the battle field, involving as much economy as possible in 
bearers. 

(2) 
(3)  

(4) Wheeled stretchers. 
( 5 )  Support for a stretcher on the back of a mule. 
(6) Easily portable folding stretcher. 
(7) Transport of wounded between men-of-war and hos- 

pital-vessels, and the coast. 
( 8 )  The best method of heating railroad cars by a system 

independent of steam from the locomotive. 
(9 )  The best model of a portable Roentgen-ray apparatus, 

permitting utilization of X-rays on the battle field and at the first 
aid stations. 

It rests with the jury of award how the prizes will be al- 
lotted in respect to the various subjects. That is to say, the 
largest prize will be awarded for the best solution of any ques- 
tion irrespective of what the question may be. 

Further information may be obtained by addressing the 
Chairman, Exhibit Committee, American Red Cross, Wash- 
ington. D. C. 

Surgeon's portable lavatories for war. 
Methods of applying dressings at aid stations and in 

ambulances. 
To give our readers an idea of the con- 

Organization,* tents of this admirable book, it is only 
necessary to quote the first paragraph of 

the author's preface : The author was led to compile this 
account of Army Organization owing to his inability to dis- 
cover any book dealing systematically with that subject. 
Military writers do, of course, make frequent allusions to or- 
ganization, but a previous acquaintance with the subject is 
generally assumed. One looks in vain for an explicit account, 
either of the principles underlying organization, or of the 
development of its forms or methods." Part I1 of the book 
describes the organization of the British Army in considera- 
ble detail. T h e  appearance of the opinions of the distin- 
guished author at this time is very opportune. for the prin- 
ciples enumerated by him, and backed up by eminent author. 
ities, should be carefully studied by those in our own ser- 
vice who may be concerned with a proposed reorganization 
of our cavalry. I t  is not going too far to venture the opinion 
that we now have a most desirable organization for United 
States Cavalry, as tested by certain principles well set forth 
in this book. That continental nations have not such an  or- 

~ ~~~ 

"ORGANIZATION : H O W  ARMIES ARE FORMED FOR WAL" By Colonel HU- 
bert Foster, Royal Engineers. Hugh Rea,  Ltd.. London, 1911. 
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ganization, and  that  they do not advocate i t  for themselves, 
is due, more than likely, to the  fact that  they  cannot uford 
it. and  not to the fact tha t  they do not recognize it as desir- 
able. 

Th i s  is a book tha t  every officer of the  a rmy should read 
and  thoroughly digest the  principles therein contained. 
Those concerned with our  cavalry organization might then 
conclude that what our cavalry needs is not rtorganiaztion, 
but  a war st rength of about eighty men per troop. maintained 
in times of peace as wefl as in times of war, thus  obviating fifty 
per cent. efficiency by filling u p  with recruits and untrained 
horses at t h e  very moment when i o 0  per cent. efficiency is 
most needed. 

In Part I1 t he  author states that  the British Army, just 
reorganized after a most careful study of the  organizations of 
all the  important foreign armies, and  with the lessons of t he  
recent large wars fresh in  mind, is the  best organized army in 
the world and  gives his  reasons therefor. Th i s  statement 
alone offers data for s tudy and reflection, sufficient to impel 
t h e  reading of the  book. s. x. 

This, the f i f t h  volume of the Gerinati Ofi- 
5al  .\ccount of the Rtisso- Japanese \\-ar, was 
received for review wine weeks since and 
turned over to the officer who has written 

Yin-Lou 
and 

San-de-pu.* 
the reviews of the four preceding volumes. Owing, however, 
to his absence with the forces concentrated on the Jlesican 
border, he has been unable to furnish the promised review in 
time to appear in this number of the C.\VALRP JOURSAL. 

The following notice of this publication has been taken 
from the Cnited Service Magazine for April, 1911 : 

“In this volume are contained accounts of operations which 
had no particular bearing on the result of the campaign, and 

German Official Account of the Rtisso-Japa- 
nese War.” Hugh Rees. Ltd. 
London. r91r .  U. S. Cavalry Association Sole Agent for the United States 

Q‘Yin-kou and San-de-pu. 
Authorized translation by Karl von Donat. 

Price $3.00. 
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* which were undertaken during the general cessation of hos- 
tilities consequent upon the exhaustion experienced by either 
belligerent after the ten days‘ fighting on the Scha-ho. The 
first of these operations was the cavalry raid under Mishtshenko 
- o n e  which is of supreme interest because it is the first example 
in modern war of the strategic employment of cavalry outside 
its sphere of reconnoitering and protective duties, and of CO- 

cjperation with the other arms on the battlefield; and there 
appears small doubt that much might and ought to have re- 
sulted had the raid been properly carried out, and had it been 
combined with the general resumption of the Russian offensive. 
But no steps were taken to insure secrecy-the raid had been 
cpenly discussed long before it took place; it was an isolated 
operation; while the main objective ought to have been the 
Japanese lines of communication, this-the intermption of the 
railway line-was practically abacdoned in favor of what was 
n purely secondary object-the destruction of the magazines at 
Yin-Kou; and finally in the actual execution are noticeable a 
want of energy, a slowness of movement, an anxiety rather to 
keep open the line of retreat than to carry out the allotted 
task at all risks, and at whatever cost. T h e  battle of San-de- 
pn was an attempt to employ the great numerical superiority 
of the Russians in the delivery of an overwhelming attack be- 
fcre the Japanese third army could reach the theater of opera- 
t:ons. In this battle Kuropatkin had a balance to the good of 
sonlethirig like 8O.OOO men, and the initial results of the fight- 
ing were on the whole favorable to the Russians. But the 
attack was halting and undecided ; the Russian commander 
seemed throughout to be not so much bent on annihilating the 
enemy as on guarding himself from defeat; although the plan 
was good and the moment favorable, Kuropatkin’s energy did 
not equal his intelligence: and a large portion of his fighting 
strength was permitted to lie idle. In this official account of the 
battle of San-de-pu, it is correctly described as  an episode; but 
it was one which resulted in a wholly disproportionate number of 
czsualties, and which again surrendered the initiative to the 
Japanese. The operations are described in great detail and the 
comments are very just; the maps are fully equal to those which 
have accompanied the earlier volumes.” 
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This is an interesting account of the serv- Tenth 
ices of the S t h  Foot of the British .Army 
from its organization in 1685 until the foot.* 

present time. 
Instead of briefly recording the services of the regiment, 

the author relates them in connection with the events of which 
they form a part, thus greatly enhancing the readability of 
the work. 

Perhaps no other regiment of the British service, and 
certainly none of any other army, can look back upon more 
varied service than the Xth, which served in Ireland, Flanders, 
Canada, the United States, the West Indies, India, Egypt, Gib- 
raltar and other Mediterranean stations, Straits Settlements, 
Japan, and South -4frica, and fought at  Blenheim, Raniillies, 
Oudenarde, Tourney- Malplaquet, Lexington, Bunker Hill, 
Mooltan, Goojerat, Luknow, and Omdurman, and participated 
in the Peninsular Campaign and the South .\frican Ii-ar. 

To us, naturally, the most interesting ieature of this his- 
tory is that which deals with the part played by the S t h  in 
our Revolution, in which the regiment participated in prac- 
tically all the important engagements until reduced to only 
39 men, according to the monthly return of the regiment for 
January, 1779. whereupon it was sent home to recruit. There 
is a striking similarity between the British policy oi letting 
a regiment dwindle away until practically nothing was left of 
it and our own policy during the Civil iVar. 

The work contains many interesting details in regard to 
recruitment, pay, bounties, uniforms and equipments since its 
organization. 

-4propos of recruitment, a fac s i d e  oi ai? ancient re- 
cruiting poster is shown on p. 337 (Vol. l ) ,  which is inter- 
esting as showing the conditions governing enlistments at the 
close of the 18th Century. This poster states among other 
matters : 

“Let all those who delight in the honorable profession of 
.arms, and disdain the drudgery of servitude, repair without‘ 

*“The History of the Tenth Foot (Lincolnshire Regiment).” By Albert 
Lee, Ph. B.. F. R G. S. Published for the Regimental Committee by Gale 
h Polden, Ltd.. Wellington Works, Aldershot, England. Price 25s. net. 

S TA F F 
. -___ _ _  _ _  

BOTTLED BEER. 

“THE CHOICEST PRODUCT 

OF THE BREWERS’ ART.” 
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- ~ m y  mutual fiia Association 
Total Amount Paid Beneficiaries, $1,850,806.87 
Reserve, - - - 325,282. I I 

_ _ _ _  . 

Rate Per 
L I ,000 

*@e 
V M  - - $1361 
31 - - - 1758 
21 - 
41 - - - 23 88 

l h k s b i p  plied t, 
my 0, the M u  T- 

officeas of tbe m y .  
fer 

A p p l w m B b m k o f w r i t e b e ~ .  
C O ~ P A O O  BWILDXN6. WASHINGTON, D o  0. 

When you buy flavoring extracts, spices, baking 
powder ur coffee, you can be quite sure by insist- 
ing on Murdocks. Because .... 

The materials are the best 
The preparation is the best 
Those who use the goods want only the L)cst 

FLvarbg E.trcseh, Opt. &Lin. Powder, Spiccr 
a d  H A  M e  UT Fdly caarpntccd Under OPT. the Pare Faed Law, a n d h a y s  Have Exceded 

the Legal Standud of Purity a d  Qoality. 

At Rrwt CIOSS Crocat.. I. C. A. MURDOC K MPQ. CO.. KANSAS - ClTV. MO. I 
, 

RIFLEMEW'S SPECIALTIES 

I 

/ TAYLOR ON IT 
means the stamp of quality. 
It's easier to  make inferior 
grades. but our aim is "only 
the best." 

A Ihletic Supplles 
We guard our repuratioa for quality 
jealously and back it up with court- 
esy and fair dealing. 
ALEX. TAYLOR & CO., 

Athlet lc  Speeleltlea \ 16 E. 42d STREET Oppodte Hotel Yap&tt80 0 
Sand for 120 pas. Catalqcle FRtZ 91aon 1897 



. -(HOME I BILLIARD. TABLE; 

I ‘  

Billlard Tablee for private home (lee a Specla I ty . 
The table M illo&ratd above baa oor yrraranttw that it is rq14 to 

any of o w  SllO.CN3 tablea for playing par-. This table can +., +#I 
in a 3) x7  &e at W.00; 3x13 table $66.00. 

B means of the adjwtade top. which we sup ly. it ie readiqc L t m -  
P e r d i n t o  a bantlmme Dining or Library Tablr.eo~d on enay pay IIPIIIM. htals$e ahowing diffrrent aim of tablee on application 

We WI 1 mail book &owing 100 new &uta on reeipt of 2octrl. -- u#w faU I ~ I o p p t l o a  ttea 00 aml*eailon. [ Bmns wick--Balke--Collender Co. 
M h a w  I. pe mmd* atla .I u.oll(sd t#.w PrWc.t&lr..Y amd MeXlW 

BARTLEY BROS. & HALL. ‘\&?&*A’F 

I . .  ;.. _. . .  

B 
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lcss of time to the Captain, Thos. Hornby Morland, or Mr. 
Lloyd * * * at the George Inn, Horncastle; the White 
Hart, Spilsby; and the Wind-Mill, Alford; where they may ex- 
change their whips and smocks for laced coats and silver- 
hilted swords. 

“Spir’ted lads of size, character, and qualifications, may 
acquit themselves of all women * * * and enter into the 
direct road to honor and preferment. * * * 

“God Bless the King nd Damn the French.” * * * 
How the times have changed in the space of a short 

hundred years. 
A vplete list of all the officers who served in the regb 

ment : e its organization with a record of their services is 
appended to volume two. 

The work is well bound, printed in clear type and illus- 
strated with numerous cuts and pictures. 

S o  greater compliment can be paid the author than to say 
that the regiment has indeed been fortunate in the selection 
of its historian. K. 

0 

1 1 

\Ye have received sample copies of a new 
foreign periodical under this title, the first 
number of which was issued in Decem- 

k r  last. I t  is a semi-monthly that is devoteg entirely to litera- 
ture on the subject of the horse and is probably the only one 
in the world that is exclusively a horse magazine. It is edited 
by Oscar Fritz and published-at Basel, Switzerland, on the 13th 
and last of every month. 

It is said that the Editor, who is the “Kantons und Uni- 
versitats Stallmeister,” has traveled in England, France, Ger- 
many and Austria and knows all that is worth knowing about 
the horses of those countries and the men who breed and ride 
them. The magazine is well illustrated and, judging from 
these initial numbers, would be of great interest to those of 
our horsemen who can read German. The subscription price 
is nine francs. 

Das 
Pferd.* 
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REVIEW OF REVIEWS COMPANY. 
Attention is called to the advertisement of the CIVIL 

WAR PICTURES that have been reproduced by this firm. The 
originals were made by the famous photographer, Mathew 
Brady, who followed the army in the field during that war. 

WARNOCK UNIFORM COMPANY. 
This well known firm, dealer in military goods, again ap- 

pears among our advertisers. It having been established in 
1838, makes it probably the oldest firm of its kind in the 
United States. 

ALEX. TASLOR & Co. 
This firm, dealers in ATHLETIC SUPPLIES, has been well 

recommended as one that has built up a reputation for fair 
dealing and reliability. They claim to supply “only the 
best.” 

THOS. J. CONROY. 
Those of our expert riflemen or those desiring to become 

such who are looking for up-to-date RIFLEMEN’S SPECIALTIES 
should confer with this firm as to their wants in that line. 

BARTLEY BROS. & HALL. 
This firm manufactures the I‘ COBBAR,“ Felt. Light Exercise 

Saddle. It is especially recommended as a racing saddle or 
for hunting. They are made in sizes to suit their customers. 
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1 ATyuawriter Pronosition for U. Sa Army Officers a 

B To Such Men W e  are Addressing This Proposition / 

S T A N D A R D  / THE ROYAL TYPEWRITER 0 
k .> 
2 

Price $65.00 < 

Absolutely Reliability and Extreme Durabil itr: Complete Visible Wri t ing 
and Standard Ketboard. L ight Welghl tPortabl l i t? i  and Compact Form 
(Conrenlence, Unlimited S Bed. Quiet Aclion and Light Touch. Quick. 
as-a-Flash. Accurate Paper peed. Heariert Manifolding r o n e r  t I O  I o  
25 Good Carbonai 

8 < 
t 
5 I 1  YOII wer r  h a r i n u  n tyrmwri ter  1>!1i11 to n rde r  you ~ ~ * * 1 1 1 # 1  n a b 1  .I.w.ii.v I( i i i d ~  Iet!er $ rtrltetl Iii !our rier*~- t ~ i n r i  1111. 1:4vyu1. arvi tlie price t > i  y$oiir I t lai~r- io  ttr,ia.r !! lacli i l ie 

wmld In. revera1 tiiilr.z the i:aqatl's pr i te.  
THIS I S  WHAT WE OFFER 

The rlmplr.1. 4mosr.1 rod  nu-t prartival t !prwr i t r r  mulr-at  a p r i r r .  lhrl r r l i r rwot.  
< ' a vrrr E r r a l  i.vins 01 r r lns l  r.14 141 you-and i f  dnilud.  4 1 0  Irrm. 1 h I  h r i n r  11 wi th in  I b r  

2 r c u h  of r v r r y  omrrr u r  stiidrnt dllrrr. 
% *end Ihv v o u p w . n r  \ tr i te  u Ict tcr  to o u r  Yew York i>rlie,b. H U , ~  ::c*itr insl i i i ry \vi11 be 

p rompt l y  forwarale-1 1 , s  t,ur reprr-r~ntat lve ueurest ya~u.  \\e h a w  orlia.rr a w l  4ra:ers In 
all parr9 o f  tbr \ \# l r id.  

> ,  

8 
i? ROYAL T Y P E W R I T E R  CO., Room 54, Royal Typewriter Bldg., W. 1. 

k 

Good 
Equipment 
is half a 
Campaign I 

Sour  personal equipment means more than uni 
form, arms and accoutrements. You must have health 
before you can have general efficiency-for which 
strong, clean teeth are necessary. 

,..0- BON e... DENTA& CREf3M 
keeps your teeth strong and clean. 49 

The flavor is so tlclicious that its use is a delight 
S o  "clruggy" taste but a sensation of not a duty. 

wholesome cleanliness. 

Cleans - Preserves - Polishes 
Deliciously and Antiseptically 

I 
Ribbon Dental Cream does double duty. 

only destroys decay-gcrms when used but also by its 
lasting antiseptic action keeps the mouth in that sweet. 
clean, non-acid condition that checks germ growth. 

- 

'T 

Send 4c  f o r  a T r ia l  T u b e  

Containing 42 inch- of Cream 
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KNICKERBOCKER ! 
Wrist Watches. 

KNICKERBOCKER WATCH GO., 
192 Emadway NEW YORK 

Sigmund 
€isner 

nmdamluo( 

(elotbing and 
Uniforms 
Red Barlt, I!. 3. 

fulow: 
N-Jt6rtdOr RW. 

WE ARE FULLY PREPARED 
TO SUPPLY YOUR 

every merchandise need. A complete line of the best goods constantly in 
stock at the lowest pricen. 

Dry Goods, Shoes, Millinery. 
Furniture. Carpets, Rugs. Lad- 
ies' and Men's Ready=to=Wear, 
Fine Furnishings, Queensware, 
Drawing Instruments, etc., etc. B An Excludve Dress Making Department. 

Mail Mere from any military poet in America promptly and properly dlled 
O#&em for an open accouut will be favorably considered. 

1 
A p p h l l h M  

WOOLFE & WINNIO, 
Cor. 6th and Delaware. LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS. 

1 .ku tk Ckwhy ~ o n s m a I  if yau mtnt8'm il w k n  writiaf. 

CAVALRY JOURNAL ADVSRTISER. J 

JOHN G. HAAS, 
Lancaster, 1 

Pa. I 
1 - 1676. 

- 

Washington, 
D. c. 

c 
1808 F mtreet .  

ALL CLOTH USED IN UNIFORMS IS OF MY OWN IMPORTATION 
AND I GUARANTEE SATISFACTION. 

The Latest Novelties in Civilian Dress. 
Sample8 and Rules for Measuring Sent OR Application. 



IF?,;.,‘ 

. 6  CAVALRY JOURNAL ADVERTISER. 

INCORPORATE every desired feature  of all 
other typewriting machines into one and 
compare i t ,feature with feature,  working part  
with working part, with t h e  

UNDERWOOD 
STANDARD 

TYPEWRITER 
and theUNDERWOOD 
stands out  as t h e  best 
mach i ne-one permit- 
t ing t h e  greatest lati- 
tude  of work, doing 
more and better work 
per given effort,and is 

“The Machine Yon Will Eventually Buy.” 
I t  is mechanically perfect. I t  s tands up  

under every trying condition and is simple in 
construction. The Underwood Type Bar 
Mechanism has  but  three elements: t h e  K e y  
Lever, Connecting Link and Type Bar. 

Underwood Typewriter Go. 
INCORPORATED 

,_.F Y e r y  w h e r e  

CAVALRY JOURNAL ADVERTISER. 2 

What is a Visible Typewriter? 
W r i t i n g  in  sight is part of it. K e y b o a r d  i n  sight i s  the o t b o r  part. 
It ie as i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  you dee w h a t  you d o  ae to see what you have 
done. The key-for-every-cbaracter keyboard of tbe easy action, 
light r u n n i n g  MODEL S o .  10 

Smith PFemier 
makee i t  t h e  only t r u l y  visible writing machine. 

7 I4 Delaware Street, KANSAS CITY, MO. 

The Armv National Bank 
OF FORT ~EAVENWORTH, KANSAS. 

CHARTER NO. 87W. 

Commenced Business July 16, 1907. 
$25,000.00. CAPITAL, - - - 

SURPLUS AND PROFITS, - 7,500.00. 
“hie Bank eolicita the bueinees of the  entire Army. Our checks are 
par everywhere as they are “payable in Eastern exchange if deeired.” 

E. A. KELLY, h i d e a t .  P. B. JOHWSON, VieM+reoldeclt. 
Y. A. PRZYBYLOWICZ, C88blW. - 

Endorse your pay voucher. “Place to my credit with 

THE ARMY NATIONAL BANK,” Fort Leavenwortb, Kan 
B U i u h d p t h e ~ J J O W A d i f ~ ~ i l * ~ *  



FISHING T A C K L E  
--_ - --=Suitable for all waters salt or fresh - 

GOLF, TENNIS, BASE BALL, 
HAMMOCKS, LAWN SWINGS, 

__- Catalogue 947 (Ihows Everything in --4 

You can get here what you want wherever you 
are stationed- At  Right Prlces. 

BATHINO 8UlT5, 8lGYGLE8. 

OUT DOOR LIFE GOODS 

I s s  
1 2 1  6 - 1  21 8 KANSAS CITY, MO. ORANDAVE. 

7 1 0 t o  716 
MAIN ST. I I-- -_______-. 

Weighs only 5 pounds-Is m strong and 
durable It can be easily carrled anywhere. 
C p t o d a t e  10 every partlciilar InclUdlDg 
Roller Duarlngs. Aulomalh Pointer. Paper 
Itelease. .4dJustable Y a g l n  and h t e ? ~ b a n g e -  
able Type. For Yanlfoldlng cannot be ex .  
celled. Either Rllckeuderfer SclentlHs or 
l'nlrenal Keyboard. Investigate It before 
pnrcbrslna any olher. 

-- - 
The Bliekenaderfer &Wf&. Co. 

Send for  Catalogue No. A-36. 
mew lode1 No. 6. 

Stamford. Conn. 

OFFICE S U P P L I E S  
Wbeo you order OFFICE SUPPLIES from ue sou are as- 
sured of' High Qunlity, Prompt Delivery nnd Fair Priced. 

WOOD AND STEEL OFFICE FURNITURE. 
Wdte tor our Supply Catalogue. 

Sam1 Dodsworth Book Co., 
521-23-25 Delaware Street, LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS. 

CAVALRY ,JOURNAL ADVERTISER. 9 

UNIFORMS 
For a11 Officers 

__ -- 
Samples and Self Measuremenis 

Blenks sent on Request. 

0 
~. I I EQUIPMENTS 

Finest Made 
~ _ _ _  

Price Lists on Request 

MEYER'S MILITARY SHOP, 
1231 Pa. Ave., N. W. Washington, D. C. 

WEITTEklORE~S POLISHES 
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W E  CARRY THE BEST 
AS IN PATTERNS,  

So io  everything,  w e  are satisfied with nothing 
BUT THE BEST. 

I THE BIC STORE I 
Has for yeare enjoyed a liberal patronape from army cirvles. W e  are prepared 
at a moment's notice to supply any furnishings for the Honle, or any Dreee 
requirement. With our Fifty-Four Departments, all supplied with the 
latest in their several linea, we are ready for any emergency. 

Mail orders from any point in the Pnited States will receive prompt 
attention. 

HENRY ETTENSON & SONS DRY GOODS CO. 
LEAVENWORTH, KAN. FiRh and Cherokee Sts. 

THE STORE OF OUAUTY 

For Over Thirty Years! 
We invite you to an inspection of our 

new Fall et& of Dress Goods 
Silks, Wash Goods. all lines of 
Ready-to-wear Garments. ioclud- 
ing nSampeck" Clothes for Boys. 
Floor Rugs. Carpets, Linoleum. 
Curtains and Curtain Materiala 

Washington, D. C. 

Army and Navy 
Headquarters... 

U o d e r  new maoagemeot  and 
entirely remodeled, redecors- 
ted a n d  refurniehed through-  
oat, catariag directly to mem- 
bers ot t h e  service s a d  offer- 
inE the refioemente of a 
mtrictly Bmt-class hotel. 

Am#lm Plan, $3.00 to $6.00 p r  dry, 
E8f@p8U b, $1.00 $4.00 PH dry, 

I1 -- CAVALRY JOURNAL ADVERTISER. 

20% DISCOUNT TO U. 5. A. OFFICERS. 

LATEST (Folld R~OULATIOW Nlckle.) 

WbllTMAW OFFICERS* 

WHITMAW 
POLO.AND HUNTING 

The Whltman Offlaer'e. complete. - b20. $22 b25 27 and 
Thewhitman ~ o ~ o , c o m  ~ete. - - - - .- $35, $30.Ia: the English Polo. corn&. - - - - - - - - - .-. 

We muIol.ccun evew type olmddle and addletree and are tbe nobe maken or the 
olebnrted Wbltmau. the lacier In some seventy-8re dlSereut stylg. Our laecory Is the moa modern egulPPd M d  the Only One ID the world producing noIhln(r but 
m b M  EVer)thlPR to abnve from d l m o a t  **reddle to Spar.** lllurtraced o m l o g  l r e a  auTi%qs 

The YEHlBACH SADDLE CO. Saootmore to Wbitmaa Saddle Co. 
New York Clty. IO8 D Chambers St. - 

Cammwer 

NEW YORl b'"Ave.& Amah's 20"St L I r ~ a t  Sbw Stam 

SERVICE 
Boots, Shoes and leggins. 

@HOBO 
908 Tan S t u m  R w l a  colf Bervlce.. . 

Blocher.. .................. $4.88 
160; TM ~llsai. car semi& Blnoher.. 4.00 
567 Tan 011 Gmln Donble8ole Blocher 6.58 

aooTe 
508 Black Gun Metal c r l f  SUI?-- 

m ~lacr calr sua-- ~ e e ~ u ~ ~  

Reeulatlon Boola ............. (l6.W 
tion Boom 19.80 
&lot8 ......................... 11.88 

Si3 Tan H ~ ~ l a C a l f  StlflLeg R m l r r -  ................... 
875 B1d1 c.1I Eoft--Lg Reeulatlon 

Boa@....... ................ 1800 
The 'Cammeyer" Pony Boot(reeq (s.ed 

LgoOINS 
$6 SO Genuloa Plgnklo Puttee 

annine Ton omln pi ....... 
n PottaesW~&m. ...................... 6:m 4.88 
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@JJ Automatic Pistol 
(CALIBER .45) 

THE MOST POWERFUL AUTOMATIC PISTOL MADE. 
CapulQ of Magazine. 7 8holr 
bn@Ih of brrel. 6 incher 
Length over all. 8 Inches 
Flnlsh. Full blued. Checked 

nlnu l  Stocks 

O A r A L 0 0  OF A U  O A T  MOOEL8 BeNT ON RUQULBr 

REVOLVERS' AUTOMATIC PISTOLS 
AUTOMATIC 6UMS 6ATLlN6 GUNS 

PA'CEST COLT'S FIHE ARMY co HARTFORD, 
MFG. CONN.. U. S. A. 

Uncle Sam Says: 

"Wurlitzer Musical lastrumeats are O,K," 

THE RUDOLPH WWRLITZER eo. 
CINCINNATI, 117 l o  121 E. Fourth. CHICAGO, 266-268 Wabash. 

For 50 yeus  Wurli tzer  Musical Instruments 

We Supply t h e  United States Goversment. 
Hnndreds of prires (*ut in half this year: $100 cor- 

nets, only 950; S-W Cornetp, only *IO; Si0 Trombonw3. 
only 225; $100 Violin Outfits. only S O ;  22'0 Violin Out- 
518, only $10; 2 5  Guitar and Mandolin Outfits, Only 
$12.50. Free course of music leesons with each instru- 
ment. Msny other rare opportunities in Band Inatru- 
menta, Talking Jlachinea, Old Violins, Pianos and evrry- 
thing music.81. h y  monthly payments. Shret .\funic 
and instruction books at half. 

BIB new Catalogue of Y ~ t l c r l  Iustrumentn and f .R€€'I  sapplla. protumely tlluatnted. AIM a piece of 
new masle FREE. if you mentlon the instrument youare Inrareaced 
in. wrIU,(o-dar. 

have been t h e  World's  Standard.  

t 
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Y 
Ji 
t A FEW PRICES 

i 
I 

$18100 $21100 1 
I 

TWO PIECE OLIVE DRAB 
HaVF 
Welgbt 1 Lkbt 

\\elghc 
Pln in  Work, no L i n i n g ,  
Ainericun Goods, - 

T W O  PIECE OLIVE DRAB 
!.U h t Heavy 

Uelgbt Weight 1 
338,OO $41,00 Best Work, ful l  L i n i n g ,  

Iniported Good#. - 
We bare n iaoy  otbor qual i t iee  to offer. ! 

I 
I Samplee wil l  be forwarded upon requeet. 

I 048 Tan Cowhlde  P u t t e e  .... .......... 6.00 

I Cl& SERVICE SHOES 
XG. - I 31 2 T a n  Calf. S l n g l e  Sole, Bluche r  C u t  ...... ............................. Q.00 

I 3 I 1 T a n  Calf. BluoherCut .Plain Toe Q.00 

m e a s u r e  o v e r  riding breeches. 

I Sixth Avenue and Nineteenth Street. NEW YORK. 

5 
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The SAVAGE AUTOMATIC PISTOL 

hf 
Special Features eiiibodied in this 
Arm whicli will appeal to you: 

TEN SHOTS-DoubIr tile nun>-  
ber in an ordin:iry revolver, :ind 

mntic which locks :it the  hrcrc.li 4 
a h i l c  the bullet traverws tlic h r r c l .  
intauring extreme accuracy. :I* ~ c l l  
BJ frceilotii fiotii foulinr: 

CAVALRY JOURNAL ADVERTISER. 15 
I 

Our Service The Best 
Whether you travel for the benefit of the service 
or for your own pleasure. you will find Santa Fe 
service closely approaches the military ideal of 
perfection. 

I 

On Your Next Trip 
Travel Santa Fe 

Which is under one management from Chicago 
to California, El Paso, Galveston and Denver. 
Then you will have Pullmans to rest in and live 
on Harvey meals. 

E. E. HOOK, General Agent. 
Both Phones So. 28. 

428 Delaware Street, LEAVES WORTH, Ii AN. 

United States Depository) LEAVENWORT& KAN. j S t a t e  Depoai tory. 
county Depository j ( City Depository - -0- 

Capital, $ IO0,OOO.OO. Surplus and Profits, $75,000.00 
-0- 

DIRECTOIIBr 
E. W Snyder C H'. Snyder John D Fdmond F Willfekuhler lienry W. Yehl 

Chaa E Snyder I.ouls Panderschrnldt 

i 

I 
1 

John H. Atwood 
SAFETY DEPOSIT BOXES COR RENT laterest pald on Savlnga Deporlts 

i 
It wtd kg the Cotram h r n a r  it yon mrnnm tt when mndmp 

I 
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La m a l l e  Station 
THE CHICAGO TERMINAL OF ROCK ISLAND LINES 
is nearest the heart of the city, and the only 
station in Chicago on the elevated railroad loop. 
It is within easy walking distance of all the prin- 
cipal hotels and the businessand shopping district. 

It is the newest, most commodious and most 
completely equipped station in Chicago. There 
is ample room. 

T h e  handsome and convenient women's parlor, 
with maid. nearby telegraphand telephone booths, 
baggage and parcel rooms, and a most excellent 
restaurant, patronized regularly by many of Chi- 
cago's prominent business men-these and other 
features make the Rock Island's LaSalle station 
a model of its kind. 
On your next trip East take the Rock Island 

and land in LaSalle Station-you will then know 
the comfort of a wise choice of routes. Several 
fast, well equipped daily trains to Chicago. 
Time tables and information on request. 

1. A. STEWART, General Passenger Agent, Topeka, Kan. 



W e  can furnish back numbers 
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BOOK DEPARTMENT 
W. $. @ o a l r y  m s o c i a t i o n  

This Department was organized for the purpose 
of procuring for our Members and Subscribers the 
best and latest Military Works at the lowest practi- 
cable cost. With this Object in view, arrangements 
have been made to act as the special, general or sole 
agents of certain publishers, and to procure the 
lowest terms possible with others. 

We are in touch with the Service Schools and 
have access to the catalogs of all Military Pub- 
lishers and are thedeby prepared to secure any 
Military Book that is in print or to advise as to 
the best books on any special subject of a military 
nature and as to their cost. 



J U S T  OUT!  

T A C T I C S  
! -BY- 

C O L O N E L  B A L C K ,  
618t Infantry, German Army, 

Authorized Translation 
BY 

W A L T E R  K R U E G E R ,  
First &ut. 83d Infantry. U. S. Army. Imstrncfor Army Sewike .Schools 

VOLUME I. 
INTROOUCTlOl A I D  FORMAL TACTICS OF INFANTRY 
An epitome of the interpretation and application of tactical principles 1n 

the variousarmies of the world, amplified by numerous examples from military 
history. Fourth completely revised editioa. embracing the lessons learned 
from the Boer W u  and the Rstm-J.p.ra$o War. 

SYNOPSIS OF SUBJECT M A T T E R  : 
L ~ n l r u l o n  and Egnlpment %-The Atuet  

IL-The Fornutlonr X.-Tbe Attack on no Enemy Deployed for 
IIL-The Power d the Flreum. nod ExPe 

dlents lor Ylolmhiog Laes. 
&-The Power of Field ArUllery. 
R-Xnhotry FIR. 

Derem 
XI.-Tbe Deleone. 

XII.-Tbe Retreat 

1V.-The Employment of XofMtry Flm. xll~~--coowo'o~ Actions. 

V.-wloymen(s lor Actloo. XIV.-The Infantry Combat .ccording to 
VI.-- l tcbl~ Q O D ~  POrelpll  Rrgtlinuooa 

V I L - I n h t r y  Vemw cavalry. XV.--E.pOdltUm nnd Sopply Of Ammonl- 
VRL-Ioho4 =#@M Ar(llkW. t100. 

over 550 pages vrth many plates in the text. 
Printed on excellent paper. in clear type, and bound in cloth. Contaios 

puntlstltps AND GENPBAL AGBWTS. 

U. S. CAVALRY ASSOCIATION, Ft. Leavenworth, Kan. 
Price: $so0 postpaid. 

W b o u k  is to be uaed at the Ann Service !khooh and should be in tba 
d e e r  of the Regular &my aad Militia who desirea to gain a libnuy of 

woddmg h a  of TecticS 

nr w&&a b Ihaihrl, tberobm your odor ta Now. 
4 

BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

Cavalry Tactics 

As Illustrated by the War of the Rebellion 

Important for Cavalry to Know. i With Many Interesting Facts 

--- 

By Captain ALONZO GRAY, Fourteenth Cavalry. 
----. - 

P'RRT' 1 .  

Part I of the above entitled book is now out. It is 
reported, by one of our highest military experts, to be the 
best work of its kind ever published. 

Tbis part will be issued bound in cloth or paper as de- 
sired so that those so desiring can have the two parts bound 
together when the second part is issued. 

Price. in Cloth. $1.50: PI&. H Paper. $1.95. P 4 .  



a .  BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

QlUTARY WORKS PUBUSHEO mm U. S. CAVALRY ASSOCIATION 

T H E  R I F L E  IIV WAR 

BY CAPTAIN H ENRY E. EA M ES, Tenth U. 8. Infantry. 
lrytructor Oepartqent of Military Art, Army Service Sc~oolo. 

Second Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 333 pages. 
Illustrated by Numerous Cuts and Many Tables. 

Authorized Text Book. 

NOTES ON FIELD A R T I L L E R Y .  
(For Officers of All A r m s  J 

--- 
BY CAPTAIN OLIVER L. SPAULDING,  JR. 

Ftyrh Field A dllrry.  

This little book is 

Boaad in Cloth with a Mape aod Pocket.$i.t& 

$ . .  

BOOK DEPARTMENT. r 
Military Topography. 

A TEXT BOOK ON 

MAP READING, 
TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEYING, 
RAPID MILITARY SKETCHING, 

RECONNAISSANCE REPORTS. 
BY - - 

Captain C. 0 SHERRILL, Corps of Engineers, U. S, Army 
Instructor Department of Engineering at the Army Service Schools. 

350 pages, over I 50 plates, maps and drawnings. 
printed in large type and well bound in heavy cloth. 

Well 

A practical work that can be readily understood by 
officers and non-commissioned officers who desire to perfect 
themselves in these important subjects. 

Adopted ae a Text Bod< at tba Army S e w h  Schools. 
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BOOK DEPARTMENT. --- 

C A V A L R Y  IN P E A C E  A N D  W A R  
BY GENERAL V. BERNHARDI. 

The Latest Work by that Celebrated 

Authority on the use of Cavalry in War. 

Translated by Major G. T. M. Bridges, D. S. 0.. Fourth 
Dragoon Guards, with a Preface by General Sir John 
French, G. C. B., G .  C. V. 0. 

A ~ t h o r b d T r a ~ & t h a .  Prke $2.25, Postpaid. 

&)lisLea by the U. S CAVALRY ASSOCIATION. Fert leaveawmh,ll(ru 

‘ ‘HORSES A N D  R I D I N G ”  
BY EDWARD L. ANDERSON, 

-AUTIiOK OF- 

“Modern Horsemanship,” ‘* Curb Snaffle and Spur,” 

“Vice in the Horse,” etc., etc. 
0 

Ilbsstmtod with Forty Hslr Tome Plates. PRICE, $1.00, poetpaid. 

-PUBLISHED BY- 

a s CAVALRY ASWXATION, k t  kveawor t l r ,  yar!m 

I 

i 
‘ i  

BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

MILITARY WORKS PUBLISHED By TlfE U, SI CAVALRY ASSOCIATIOW 
---*- 

lndivdual and Combined Military Sketching 
BY CAPT. EDWIN T. COLE, Sixth U. S. Infanttgr, 

&AND- 

CAPT. E D W A R D  R. STUART, Corps of Bnginetm, U. S. A. 
___ - 

An up-to-date work which gives the very latest methods of making 
military contoured maps. as taught at the School of the Line ana the SUE 
college at Fort Leavenworth, and adopted by the Department of Practica 
Military Engineering at the U, S. Military Academy. - 

SOLDIER’S SCORE BOOK 
FOR 

U. S. MAGAZIN E RIFLE 
Model ip03. Model ipo6 Ammunition. 

BY CAPT. CHARLES E. STODTER. Ninth U. 8. Cavalry. 
FOURTH EDITION ( n ~ v i s ~ o )  

A handy score book of a suitable size for the pocket. 
It has the targets drawn to scale, with vertical lines 

showing the change made by moving the rear sight one or 
more points, and the horizontal lines show the change caused 
by moving the sight up or down. It contains directions for 
use and suggestions and instructions. 



. 
BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

A Study in Troop Leading 
Management of the baaitary Service in War 

t-- A N D 4 

BY MAJOR JOHN F. MORRISON, General Staff, U. S. A. 
MAJOR EDWARD L. MUNSON, Medical Corps, U. S. A. 

-&NU- 

~ 

This book is intended to illustrate under assumed conditions of battle, 
the leadiog of troops and the management of a sanitary service Wrdinate 
tberewith. 

t M B  REVIEWCRS SAY O P  (ti 
Ult  (r hoped that every o f b r  a U I  red M d  smdy Ihb mlmlnhle bwk. ' 
" The best Ylllt.ry EdoatLoo.1 Work by Amertcsn Omcen tbar h M  appared stnos 

Sa l l~od  ( i o 4  3drg.rlne 
"FIlLcd ala mUtQr rbleb Deed# the appreelatlon of everp MI11 

Jouroal. YlIltUg %PViOa I M t l l U &  

Wunera'  OcgaafPtlon and T.oUa'' 
BtadroL" V. a 10hn.Oug J O O ~ I  

"?%e work la altopether ODIqoe e O M d  admlnblr Bllr I& mlrlon." 

-No ofaeer lo oor Arm9 auh A e r d  to he rlthout this book " 
JOO~OAL nl (be 0. R. ArUllery 

Tbe MIllmrv Sumeon . ~ - - -  -cooWm prolaknrl-lnformuloa that b o c f g ~ p ~  

" Pboold he of mt om to AII ofawn." 

L' 0 and csn he foond ooahere a:' L .  S. Cavalry Jouroal 
Arms and Tbe Mae 

PRICE, BOUND IN CLOTH, $1.23, Not. 

The Principles of Sanitary Tactics 
-BY- 

EDWARD L. MUNSON, Major, Medical Corps 
Senlor Indm8tw. D.p.rtmen8 C.n of troop#. Army &nteo (Ichootr. 
Anldrnt C0cm.ad .d .  Reld Sanlcr &boot for U d k 4  06cen. 

This book bas been officially approved hy tLr War Department for use 
io the military service. 

It relates exclusively to the tactical directiun of sanitarv troops in war. 
and is the first work in any language to deal thoroughly with the many phases 
of this important subject. 

It is so planned as to afford line officers a clear understanding of tbc 
militrrzy principles involved in the roper use of a sanitary wrvice which they, 
aa commanders of forces in the f i t - 1 ~  will be called upon to direct. 

Beginning with the consideration of .sanitarv tactics with the detached 
battalion and squadron. the several sections of the book deal progressively 
with tbat. +th the iodeptndent regiment, the reinforced brigade and t h e  
infantry division. 

The book includes about 280 pages. aod is illustrated by two maps and 
twelve plates io color. 

Price, $1.75, net. Agent: U. S. Cavalry Association. 

BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

,%le Jgpnt .for t l ie  United S a t e . s  
FOB THE GERMAN OFFICIAL ACCOUNT 

OF T H E  

Russo-Japanese War 
Authorized Traaslatioa By KARL VON DONAT. 

VVL I.-aaTHE YALU." (Nine APPerdri.rs and six h f a j s . )  
VOL. II.-UWA-FAN-GOC." ( F o x r  Ap#en&ss and &even Mafls.) 

VOL IV.--*THE SCHA-HO." ( Wifh YO/. o/maps.) 
VOL lII.-*'THE BATTLE OF LIAO-YAN." 

VOL V.-"RAID OX YIN-KOU A N D  BATTLE OF SAN-DE-PU." 

Volumes I, I1 and 111, 83.45 tacb. 
. r  HUGH R E S  Ltd., Loodoo. 

Volume IV. $&.oo. Volnme V, $3.00. 

Best &count of this War yd l%b&hea.- 

The U. S. Cavalry Association is Special Agent for the 

following and other Hilitary Books published by 
~~ 

HU6H REES, Ltd., London. 

CAvmy 01 $ERVICE,-V. ~(O~~a~OIP8D-Tr"nH1MLiol,a 
D' A. Legrrrd ...................................................... 2.75 



, 

BOOK DEPARTMENT. 

Officers’ Manual 
rn w a r s  W ~ T  tfie dmy. 

By Captain JAMES A. MOSS, aqth Infantry. 

THIRD-EDITION, REVISED A N D  ENLARGED. 

I. 

2 

WHAT has experience shown to be the best way to command a 
company, and also the best method of regulating the administration of a post 7 

WHAT reports. returns. estimates and requisitions are rendered 
by, and what are the usual duties of company commanders. adjutants, quarter- 
mastas. commissaries, aidesdecamp, recruiting officers, etc. ? When are the 
raports submitted. what blank forms are used, what Army Regulation para- 
graphs and War Department orders bear on the subject, etc. ? 

WHAT are the usual dutiesof company and other oon-commissioned 
officers? 

WHAT is the present orgaoization of the Army, and what is the 
meaning of such expressions as ”Rank and File,” “Field and Staff,” “The 
Line.” “Field Officers.” etc.? 

WH T does an officer do upon joining his regiment - how does he 
report for duty %b at  report does he make. etc. ? 

WHAT are the “customs of the service.” social and official? 

3. 

6 

5. 

6. 

These and hundreds of other questions of a practical, worth- 
knowing nature are answered in ‘( OFFICERS’ MANUAL.” 

The First Edition (1500 Copies), Lasted Four Months, 
and the Second (8600 Copies). Twelve Months. 

GEWERAL AGEWCY: U. Sa Cavalry Association, ft. hmb, #rr, 
PHIUPPIME ABEMCY: Post L X ~ O ,  Fort Wm. MoKlrley. 

PRICE, 82.60, Postpaid. 

NON-COMMtSIONED (hFICERS MANUAL 
By Captain JAS. A. MOSS, zqth Infantry 

NON. COMM ISSIOK ED OFF IC E RS’ 31 AN U A L ” 
Is to the Non-commissioned Officer what 

Officers’ Manual is to the Officer. 
~ 

The SOUL of this book consists of the condensed and collated expeti- 
euces of over tifty ( 5 0  ) old and experienced oot~ commissioned otiicers. 

The Chespert Milltory 8ook Ever Sold In this Country, 525 pagee 
Prioq $1.50. podpdd. 

A Liberal Dlsoount on Orders of IO or More Coplee 

PRIVATES’ M A N U A L  
By Captain JAS. A. MOSS, 2qth Infantry 

PRIVATES’ MANUAL is to the Private what NON-COM- 
‘MISSIONED OFFICERS‘ MANUAL is to the 

Non-commissioned Officer. 

Price. 50 Cents, Postpaid. 

A Liberal Oleoount on Orders of 50 or More Coplee. ~ 

T H E  S ’ I O K Y  OF .A ‘hOOP MESS -~ 
B y  Captain $AS. A. MOSS, 24th Infantry. 

Any orpanizatiun commander who will but follow the simple system 
herein described. will have an economical and successful mess. 

Rulesand regulations for the government of the Mess Sergeant. the Cooks 
and the Kitchen Police. and also recipe*. -ample bills of fare and practical 
suggestions on individual tield cooking. are given. 

- 

Prioe 76 Cants. Postpaid. 

THE MOSS-L)ALTON COMPANY RECORDS 
Designed by 

Captain JAS. A. MOSS, 24th Infantry, and 
Captain .HARRY F. DALTON, 16th Infantry 

’ . A set of modern, up-to-date books embodying advanced ideas in record keeping 

PRICES : 
Individual books,$I.oo; per set (6 ) .  with 75 leaves per book.&.&; extra 

loose leaves 7512 per hundred ; individual covers with rings. toc per set. and 
wrforator. w x  [for those who wish to keep Descriptive Lists. Summary Court r - - - - - - - -  
Records and other records in bloss-Dalton covers.) 
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Questions on Field Service Regulations 
-BY- 

Captain HOLLAND RUBOTTOM, Ninth Cavalry 

A series of questions wthich are intended 8s an aid to 
the study of the Field Service Regulations. The questions 
are arranged so as to conform to -the headings of the text. 
It is divided into thirty lessons, any one of which can be 
readily learned at a sitting without undue mental effort. 

General Ageot: THE U. S. CAVALRY ASSOCIATION. 

**Thin work includes in an appendix a list of examination questioas given 
the classes of the Gamson Schools in Field Service Regulations in December. 
1914 a very fair sample of the kind of examination to be expected." 

VALUABLE FOR OFFICERS PREPARING FOR EXAMINATION ON. 
T H E  SUBJECT OF FIELD SERVICE REGULATIONS. 

R I O T  D U T Y  
-BS- 

C A P T A I h  JAS. A. MOSS. 
a4fh U. S. fnfonfry. 

In a booklet of 31 pgea the im rtant subject of RIOT DUTY is for 
the first time presented in tabloid E m - i n  a simple. thorougb. practical, 
concrete, interestin way-a way that will appeal to ufficers of both the Reg- 
ular A m y  and the aational Guard. 

I t  tells an ofticer just exactly WHAT to do in case he is ever ordered 
out on RIOT DUTY. 

PRICK8 SOc per copy, postpaid 
A liberal diecount on qnantity. 

P A R t l A L  TABLE OF COWtlNtS. 
THE LE8AL 8lDE: When tho Regolu Army aud wocn Ibe 111111a m q  be ordered OUI for 

Rlo& Da.Cp. C l f l l  Co.lKml of Troop-The zehure, I ~ a '  d h a u e t l u n  

ted mau w'h.ie ou Rlot Doiy-Wflt of tfabena c'o pus, em, em. 

lu l i e  -rcne of Truuble-Dl-pe*?n.na or Allackluy a Sob- Acucs a 0 8  
klewe of Iiousca aud lfarrlcmlebkfem of Ilallwag  MIOM OM, Frelgbc 
IRpob. BoIllo~ siom and 'I racks, eic, ow. 

Of RfLWW Pmpflr-I'hlnS OU d l V ( 4 ~ - A r r r ~ l l O K  KloIeA IO PflVate 
Ho-Dbpdtluo f PerWn8 A ~ c c d - A n e M  of 6JmeerO Sod &IL- 

THE TlcricAL 810h: Aaembllog of Y111110 ~ n l m l l o n a -  ~ V I U R  the Armory- Yanrhlo 

SALES AGENTS: 
For 8 b e  unstcd Mateas *he 0. a. Cavalry AssoctatSon. 
For PhlllppSoemr The Poet lhehaoge, FI. Wm. mcXtoky.  P. I. 

i 

t 
t 

RlVlSTA 01 CAVALLERIA 
Italian Cavalry Journal. 

Rome, xteny. 

8obro*iptloa 18 lire per year 

P 
B0Lrl'IN b 

( MORTIILY.) C 

Buenar Aim.. ARBENTINE ) 

( YONZELP.) 

6 Re des Beaux Arts, PARIS 

Subsorlptlon In Poetal Unlon 27 fr. 
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A - Million Dollars A M.inute! 
r 
! 

Prol. T. 8. C. Lowe. well-known mientist nod in- 
ventor. head of the Lowe Oliservntaw. 6fty yeareago 
organized the world’# first neronnuqikl mrp for WT- 
vice in our civil  War. While up in the  air watching 
the enemy at Fair Oak*, \-e., 1WZ.a photcqm her 
caught his picture. Prof. Lose says that  that  [our 
in the balloon wan worth a million dollars n minute 
to the  Frderal Government. Prof Lone nevrr mw 
the  picture until thie month,. when a friend ahowed 
it to him in one of oar advertlwmente. The story of 
how we found thie picture end 3,500 more taken dur- 
ing the Civil War and bnried for fifty peare, is  more 
amaging tban a tale of detective fictioa. 

IS Aotor Plroe 
A d d m  . . . . . . . .-.e 



A Pnclfd. bmfort- 
.ble Eel8  lor Drsv Uol- 
brm Sabre 811- 

Ian Belt to w a r  witboo& 
A Fubloaahle Cl+Il- 

Price $1.78 
Poetpeid 

Map Maneuvers and Tactical Rides 
BY MAJOR S A Y R E ,  U. S. ARMS. 

FOURTH EDITION. Revised and Enlarged. 
B Prlce, 81.25 

This work has been in use in the Army Service Schools 
during the past three years, and is authorized by the War 
Department for issue to Militia and Regular 'l'roops. (Cir- 
cular No. 64. W. D.. October 6, rglo.) 

This work was written with the object of facilitating the 
instruction of National Guard Officers and Non-commissioned 
Officers of the Regular Army. Although it has not been 
previously advertised three editions have been sold. The 
fourth is now ready for distribution. 

ENTRANCE TO 
WEST POINT AND ANNAPOLIS 

The Army Coach and Sddler's Frlend 

Commlsslons t o m  Army and CIvll Lite. 

PPO~. B. it. BRUCE, 

WUtFtXUHLER BUILDING, Leaveawortb, Hanses, U. S. A. 

The EXAMS" are held at Fort Leavenworth. Why not come to b o -  
enworth to prepare, where board, mome and the cost of living ia much cheaper 

REFEREICES: U. S Amy OBlcers werywbere. tban in the Eset? 

H. A. WOHLFROM, 
GROCER. 

FORT TRADE SOLICITtD. 

406 Sbmvmo St., 
LEAVENWORTH, KAN. 

Ageat tor 
FERNDELL CANNED QOODS. 

ESTABLISHED 1883. 3 ROSENFIELD BROS. 
-KANSAS LEADING JEWELERS.= 

Solicit Your Patronage. 

DIAYOIDS, WATCHES, JEWELRY 4 SILVER 
of the finest quality only. Prices Rlght. 

WE CATER- ESPECIALLY TO ARYY TRADE. 
Lag ST LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS 

CL 4 

. HERMAN * WITT 
G R O C E R  

Fmmh fruit md ragatabla every day in tbc par, 

Agent for Richaicl, cofha Tea. d their cotira line of Pure Food Goodr. 

DAILY DELIVERY TO FORT 
pbonsr 310 a d  !276 504 Shawnee st. 

LEAVENWORTH, KAN. 
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1911 1 - I 1845 
I W. & L. E. GURLEY 

TROY, N. Yo, U, S.  A, 

Field Instruments for Civil, Military and Hydraulic 
Engineers and Land Surveyors. 

Pbpkd ad sclsotntc hpparab, Slallrrd Wdglb r l l  Ysasm,  
Ul-tOd C ~ t d O ~ S  WPt r P  N q U d .  

BRAMCH FACTORY: Mamdaotrren Exohange BIdg., Seattle. WarL. 

DENSMORE HOTEL 
KAN8AS CITY, MO. 

EUROPEAN EUROPEAN 
PLAN PLAN 
O(0Q OQB 

$1.00 $1 .oo 
to to 

Per Day Per Day 

$2 00 $2.00 

Offers every accomodation and comfort to the Officer8 and Wives 
RATES MODERATE JAMES KETNER. 

Manager. 

ESTABLISHED 1818 

NLW YOWL 

qFine Uniforms for Officers of the United States Army. 
TGentlemen’s Furnishing Goods. 
BBoots and Shoes. 
TCivilian Clothing, Ready-Made and Made=to=Measare. 
TRiding Suits and Breeches. English Eats. 
TEaberdashefJr and Leather Goods. 

-~ 

&ILLUSTRATED CATALOCUE MAILED OW REQUEST. 



Going Traveling? -, 
Yorr wlll need osw of tb- ” M - b i g h -  Wardr~be T d .  
e q e d l y  if you want a d eo that every d e  of 
w d  .9porrl ia properly provided for. The convemiawe of 
tharo wudmbue cannot be over &mated: no w e  b w a d :  
-erg iacb ia pdibsa to an a d ~ ~ ~ t o ~ e .  For a trip at home or 
&mad, DO trunk will &e more complete roti&tion th.n tho .. 

A BRIEF maumoa OF ~ E S E  WELL MADE, sawmu fRulllts: 
OUT81DE DIMENSIONS, 43 inchee long. 14 inch- high. 
WARDROBE SECTION, 21 incbee wide, 6 inchea dwp. 
BODY, Slatleee Veneer. 
COVERING. Heavy Dnck. dark green. 
BINDING AND CENTER BANDS, Black Fibre.. 
TBIMMINQA. Fineet Cold Rolled Yteel. heavily braseed, massive bolts. 
INTERIOR, Fine Striped Cloth Lining cnnveniently divided for hats, 

shoes, underwear, sandri? and all the necessities for the traveler. 
Single hinged garment rou. 

OABMENT CAPACITY, Five suits in mm’8 trunk. seven complete 
dreeeee in woman’ei. 
( In  ordering please mention following number). 
lo. 710 Woman’s SO. i60 Man’e 

Prlce, $40.00 
Other Dependable “E. 8. T.” Trunks from 5.50 up to $90. 
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