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193710 1920s R ORRIIOTR
The Early Years Of Columbus And The Plight of Camp Benning

In the first 100 years of the City of Columbus, the foundations of a union between the City and military encampments were =
_ laid. Early years saw conflict with the Creek Indians, the native inhabitants of the land that Columbus and Fort Benning now .
& rest upon, and led to the establishment of Fort Mitchell. Later, as the Spanish-American War arose, a brigade of troops was il
quartered next to Columbus at Camp Conrad and consequently demonstrated to the citizens of Columbus the lucrative benefits S

= of having so many soldiers nearby.

Sk The excitement of World War I in 1917 was strong in Columbus, as it was elsewhere in the United States, and served to
build upon the previously laid foundation of a strong desire by Columbus citizens to establish an Army Post in Columbus. With &
senior members of the community holding recent memories of Camp Conrad and the subsequent wealth that was brought by P
such a large military body stationed in close proximity to the city, the drive to have a military training camp established in :
Columbus was at an all-time high.

> On April 4, 1917, the day after President Woodrow Wilson asked Congress for a Declaration of War against Germany, the
Columbus Enquirer-Sun printed a story regarding the local Chamber of Commerce’s desire to have an Army camp stationed
near Columbus with at least a brigade of troops.

ed

After the formal Declaration of War by Congress on April 6, 1917, the push to have the camp established in Columbus was
emboldened. Congress passed the Selective Service Act on April 28, 1917 and by June, all men between the ages of 21 and 31
were registered and the first were being called to duty te begin their training.

An Encampment Committee of the Columbus Chamber of Commerce voyaged to Washington, D.C., to promote Columbus
as a site for one of the new camps, but was met with little success. s

L

Several members of the committee remained in the nation’s capital to speak with War Department officials and members of
Congress until February, 1918, when they returned home, saddened by what seemed to be futile efforts.

Unbeknownst to them, on October 21,1917, Gen. John J. Pershing, Commander of the American Expeditionary Forces in
France, sent a cablegram to the War Department asking for better trained soldiers. Due to the reports from other high-ranking _
3 3 field officers and the high number of battlefield casualties, the War Department decided to create a Special Board to selectasite
;u’," ~ to train soldiers on infantry skills and tactics. “4

'This board was headed by Col. Henry E. Eames, Commander of the School of Mﬂskctxy at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. Col‘umbus
was selected as one of four prospective sites, largely due to the hard efforts of the Columbus Chamber’s Encampment
Committee. :

When Chamber of Commerce officials learned that the school would be created, a full-time rcpfesentatlvc was sent to
Washington, D.C., to promote Columbus’ cause. He telegfaphed home on August 17, 1918, relaying the news that the General
Staff of the U.S. Army had approved the recommendation of the investigating board and that the Infantry School of Arms
would be located near Columbus.

Maj. J. Paul Jones was assigned as construction quartermaster for the project. Although no funds had yethen allocated and;;
~ nothing had been formally approved by the Secretary of War, Maj. Jones received word on September 20, 1918 that the Infantry ‘
'~ School stnif and troops from Fort Sill were en route and would arrive on October 1, 1918. T
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Wa h g ﬁd with the w:lImg Imlp eft&?Cdlémbns Chamber of Commerce&lag Jﬁ 3 ol. Eames r
lookmg for m fnr the coming camp. An 84-acre farm“belongmg to Alex Reid on Macon Road 1 wnor ected dge.go m
prquimity to downtown Columbus, the city water supply and the streetcar service.

P Thouglup money had been appropriated, it would take $100,000 to build the temporary mess halls, tent frames, bath :
'ﬁiouses and watcﬂmfply installations needed to form the infrastructure of the camp. Maj. Jones set to work and his acquisition = *
~  of construction supplies and lumber proved pivotal. Local civilians were so eager to have the Post located in Columbus they
- contributed the supphes mthout initial payment, as they were willing to wait for payment until proper authorization could be
. handled.
A total of 400,000 feet of lumber was hauled to the camp site on Macon Road, and 300 tent frames, mess halls and
warehouses were wmpleted- in seven days.

: ‘The first detachment arrived on October 7, 1918 and on October 19, the new facility was formally christened Camp
Bcnnmg ‘Soon after, it became clear that the Post’s current location was not large enough for suitable terrain for rifle ranges.

The new site chosen for Camp Benning was a 1,800 acre plantation owned by Arthur Bussey eight miles to the south. The
Bussey Plantation, along with numerous buildings to include the plantation house known as Riverside, and an additional
e - 115,000 acres was purchased for $3,600,000 on October 19, 1918. Construction of new facilities and infrastructure began
- immediately and an additional $9,119,875 was approved by the Secretary of War to fund the establishment of an Infantry
*_School of Arms for 25,000 men. This appeared to confirm the permanence of the camp, however, on November 11, 1918, the
Great War came to an end. On January 7, 1919, an order from the War Department halted funds and directed the abandonment
of all new construction and lease options, cancellation of all condemnation proceedings and salvaging of all work already done.

e The Columbus Chamber of Commerce representative immediately returned to Washington, D.C. to organize a campaign to
. present Columbus’ case before the Senate Committee on Military Affairs. In addition, Chamber members visited the camp
commander and asked Col. Eames to delay the dismantling of buildings until they had time to settle things in Washington. He
agreed to work on the salvage portion of his duties and Maj. Jones interpreted the word “salvage” to mean “save,” and thus had
all of the buildings repainted; an order that would subsequently greatly aid in the salvation of the camp.

Over the next three months, Columbus citizens and military leaders lobbied the Senate Committee stating that Benning
was a worthwhile endeavor. Many infantry officers would go before the Committee to petition the necessity of the Infantry
- School to ensure better training for soldiers. In their experience, they felt that had soldiers received better training, the loss of
life in the Great War would not have been so severe.

B In early 1920, a bill to establish a permanent Infantry School at the new camp in Georgia was defeated by a vote of eight to

~  six. Several other Chamber members joined their colleague and Army officers in the capital and had the matter reopened. The
second vote that finally established Camp Benning on a permanent basis was cast on March 8, 1919 and stood at seven to sixin
favor of the Post.

As the camp grew rapidly in the 1920s, technology and weapons also advanced. The tank arrived to Camp Benning as part of
- the infantry and thus gave birth to mounted armored maneuver. Lessons learned from World War 1 precipitated advancements
. in infantry tactics and techniques. Meanwhile, the infrastructure blossomed and Camp Benning received its first Presidential
- visit on October 27, 1921, by President Warren G. Harding. Several months later on January 9, 1922, the War Department
- issued General Order No. 1, making Camp Benning a permanent military installation. On February 8, 1922, Camp Benning
was re-designated Fort Benning, and the rapid development of the Post ensued.




Lt. Gen. Baron Friedrich
Wilhelm von Steuben introduced
a system of small unit tactics and
L rills to Washington's

« ‘ontinental Army at Valley Forge
‘in 1777. These tactics began a new
era of Infantry training for the
Army. (Portrait by Ralph Earl).

In 1826, Maj. Gen. Edmund P.
Gaines persuaded the War
Department to establish a post
dedicated solely to the education
and training of infantrymen.
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John Forsyth, Governor
of Georgia from
November 7, 1827 to
November 4, 1829. Before
serving as Governor,
Forsyth was the U.S.
Minister to Spain under
John Quincy Adams and
before that, both a
Congressman and a
Senator. Later, he would
serve as Secretary of
State under both Andrew
Jackson and Martin Van
Buren. Forsyth appointed
Columbus’ original five PSP .
Commissioners and gna ; Tigh
bupervised the lot sale along wnth Jamcs Hallam, Phlhp H Alston and Elias Beall
from July 10-24, 1828. were appointed by Governor Forsyth as the five original
Commissioners “to lay out and dispose the Town of
Columbus at the Coweta Falls on the Chattahoochee,” as

Foals, i i i stated from the Executive Minutes of the Governeor,
N ' = December 26, 1827. The land that was sold was acquired
= from the Creck Indians through a treaty that was signed at
Indian Springs in February, 1825. (Photos from F. Clason
Kyle, 4 Pictorial History of Columbus, Georgia).
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."_ y Skatch of Fromtier Fort, planned s defense against the Indisns. A mum f these “Stockaded Mound Pot” were lo-
_.‘-_' cated om or near the Fedoral Road, -.fn-almnmnn lsu Loaned by Puter A Brannon.

L Precedmg he Indian Springs rcaty and pnor trcnt:es, the area along the
+ + Chattahoochee saw grcat conflict between the Creek Indians and Georgia
= settlements which prompted the establishment of Fort Mitchell (named after

b SE . David B. Mitchell, Governor of Georgia from November 10, 1809 to
s . November 5, 1813) and thus establishing the long standing relationhip
i Betwccn Columbus and the military. (Drawing by Peter A. Brmnon s Columbus &85 :
3 p T on the Cbattaboocbee) —amp Conrad k
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merican Wm‘, proved to tlzc local populatxon of
nomic benefit of having a large body of soldiers in
the town. 'Illu bngude was composed of the 160th
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June 13, 1917.

On October 21, 1917, General John J. Pershing, Commander of the American Expeditionary Forces to France (AEF) sent a cablegram from
France to the War Department to send men to Europe who were well trained and expert marksmen, stating “recommend that instruction of
divisions in the United States be conducted with a view of developing the soldiers physically and in knowledge of sanitation, inculcating
high standards of discipline, producing superior marksmanship both on the range and in field firing exercises in large bodies. Close
adherence is urged to the central idea that the essential principles of war have not changed, that the rifle and the bayonet are still the
supreme weapons of the infantry soldier and that the ultimate success of the army depends upon their proper use in open warfare.”

Due to Gen. Pershing’s cablegram and the reports from other
high-ranking field officers, compounded by the high number of
battlefield casualties suffered in the war, the War Department
decided to create a Special Board to select a site to train soldiers
on infantry skills and taetics.

Because Fort Sill was deemed inadequate for both infantry and
artillery training, the War Department issued Special Order No.
119 on May 21, 1918, appointing a four-officer board headed by
Col. Henry E. Eames to select a new location to move the
Infantry School of Arms to. He chose the Columbus, Georgia
location and then served as Commandant of the Infantry School
of Arms from 1918-1919.










Confederate Brig. Gen. Henry
Lewis Benning.
April 2, 1814 to July 10, 1875

n 19 adition nﬂfmngArmy installations called for the local commumty to decide o
name, often naming them after Civil War generals. Each region often chose their own side's heroes
from either the Union or Confederacy, although they could have chosen any figure. With this in

mind, Anna Caroline Benning and Mrs. J. E. Minter, prominent members of the United Daughters
of the Confederacy in Columbus, suggested the camp be named for Henry L. Benning, Anna a
Caroline Benning’s father and a Confederate Brigadier General with a local connection as a

Columbus attorney and judge. This notion was supported by the Rotary Club of Columbus and the

camp was officially named after him on October 19, 1918, when Anna Caroline Benning raised the .

first flag over the camp. -
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“Tank Corps” picture from the
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Built by Arthur Bussey in 1909 and since its acquisition
called home to every Post Commander at Fort Benning.

permanent site of Camp Benning. It formed a large portion of the new post.
large building in the lower left is the first building built by the Army on Ft Benning:
The Constructing Quartermaster's building. Bussey's creamery building, seen to
- theright of the Quartermaster building, became Fort Benning's first Hcadqunrths_,.} :
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9,100 West Point gradt
first class to finish the course while the school was
at the Macon Road location. Pictured above are the two-story

wooden structures of the new camp that comprised the
academic area on what is now Stillwell Field, c. 1920s.

Pictured here are the Post Stockades, surrounded by fencing,
and soldiers’ tents in the back right that housed soldiers as
the new camp was constructed, c. 1919. The stockades are
located where the middle cuartel barracks stands today.
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system, power lin and iui n lines' N
sh the permanency of the post. '
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The Post Infirmary,
erected in 1920 and not

abandoned until 1929. The
Medical Demonstration_

Camp Benning on
November 1, 1920.
Serious cases were sent to
the Columbus City
Hospital for treatment
during this time. Shown
here are two of the six
buildings that composed |

. the infirmary, with

ciema




obtainable by balloon observation would be of material benefit to infantry troops on attack.




JOIN THE

29th INF ANTRY
Camp Bennmg, Ga. |

\5 FOR REGULAR SOLDIERS,

A MOTORIZED REGIMENT
NO GUARD-NO FATIGUE
A DEMONSTRATION UNIT

A GREAT CAMP - 90,000 ACRES |

GOOD BATHING IN CAMP EIGHT MONTHS OF THE YEAR. |
GREAT FISHING AND HI.INT!NG

i ~BASS - COON -*POSSUM - FOX - RABBIT- SQUIRREL i
% ol : OVER $7.000.000 WORTH NEW
i B A % S e G e R
i ' r?crmtmg postt.:r l COME AND TALK IT OVER AT THE
in Pe:t:syilmu 1- U. S. ARMY RECRUITING STATION,
with glowing 325 MARKET STREET.ﬁ
accounts of | ﬁ HARRISBURG, PA.

The Enlisted Men’s Service Club,
January 1921. Completed in 1920, this
was one of the first of two major
permanent buildings built on Post. It
‘was demolished in the 1990s.

Enlisted Men’s Service
i Club postcard, c. 1923:

FEuligted Men's Service

Club, Celumbus, Ga.—23
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' CONGRATULATIONS
onh 100 Years of Leadership

Proudly Serving Fort Benning for 14+ Years

All of your Military Trusted housing

&
|

I

[.

‘ - -
- and moving resources in one place.
I



You've found a proven homebuying partner in Veterans United Home Loans.
We proudly provided more VA Home Purchase Loans to Veterans and
military families than any other lender in 2016

4&- Veterans United Lets oo this!

= Home Loans VETERANSUNITED.COM

1-800-884-5560 | 1400 Veterans United Drive, Columbia, MO 65203 | NMLS ID #1907 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) | A VA approved
imoen  lender. Not endorsed or sponsored by the Dept. of Veterans Affairs or any government agency. *Source: Department of Veterans Affairs
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83rd Field Artillery soldier posing
with a Model 1905 3-inch field gun,
c. 1919. This gun was in service
between 1905 - 1919 and phased out
in the 1920s.

Maj. J. Wright
Rumbough
Commander, 1st
Battalion, 83rd Field
Artillery,

October, 1920 - June,
1923.







: ident W G. Hard p Benning on October 27, 1921. Next to him is Ma; :
5 WalterH Gordon, Fol‘t Bennmg Commandant 1920 1923 and Columbus Mayor Rhodes Browne. The following year on Febma.fy 8 1922
r " Camp Benning was re-designated Fort Bennmg, solldlfymg the pcrmancncy of the Post. .
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ayd
. "7” =0 The original Infintry School
. ey = e . insignia with downward
s L T pointing bayonet depicted on
- _. ..? i the cover of the 1920-21
i y pubhcatmn of the original Infantry wk Doughboy. The bayonet was ‘
3 School insignia depicting a 1905 & & b%s changed to face upward in 1922 3
bayonet, manufactured for use with el J85- % when the camp became a fort.
e the 1903 Springficld. The emblem 4 b The original drawing was made
\ i: was not authorized for use until the = ' by Lt. Bernard A. Byrne, a
i: =X % bﬂdge _for the school was approved | . student at the Infantry School in )
™y in April, 1935. The shoulder sleeve : 1919; and the description of the 2

" ~ORE _patch was approved in April, 1951. . & emblem was assigned to Capt.

Elbridge Colby.

| The Infantry School, Fort
Benning, Georgia, November 15,
1 1922, showing the newly changed
_ direction of the bayonet. o
’ :







Two steel-trussed
bndgcs across Upatoi ™
Creek were completed |

on January 20,1923 by
A Co., 7th Engincers [
aml soldiers from the L
24th Infantry. The
.. completion was
markea by a ceremony i
with the 24th Infantry _'ﬂ. A W=
"rﬁnncl playmg in ﬁ'ont f _ :\* ""*"‘*-»
tl‘ ¥

across.
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In

¥
"

Decemberl,:' a8 the 3¢ lion, 24th Infantry. This a __'apprdﬁmitel_yﬁherefheﬁt&ern
can be seen extending to the top right of the photo.
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s formally by a game betwe ,
stands was completed on May 30, 1925, The baseball stadium, football stadi
hub of the recreational life of the solders of early Fort Benning.
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A ia_‘ilts p c first mijof-'iclg'ue were" . 24¢h Infan: h p g
], Qphyer to enlist in World War I. nit w te officers and black enlisted men.
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\ -0_7 Aerial view nf

Doughboy Stadmm and
-~ Gowdy Field stands, o
P 1 September 1, 1925. 3‘3
. Doughboy Stadium was R
| named in memory of _ J
i infantrymen killed in A% vt

World War 1. Gen. John :

_J. Pershing poured the

 first bucket of cement b

" on May 22, 1924 and i

' the stadium was s -

finished on September ;

11,1925. The sidewalk

leading away from the

"1 Enlisted Men’s Service

.| Club at the top right . | d

extends from the front

- door of the Club to the *Et_ -

. grand entryway of the = \1
,ﬁ 29th Infantry Cuartel. -

g all Team to the All Army Caplonl]np
1926
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Football practice, Fort
Benning, c. 1926.

Football team
mascot, c. 1926.
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1927.The

Gymnasium

- and Main
_Theater behir

. it were some ¢

 the facilities

~ the recreatio
. and athlet

The Model T1E1 Light Tank, Fort
Benning, 1926. Designed by James
Cunningham and built only in prototype
form, this two-man tank featured a front
loaded engine and was equipped with
37mm and .30 cal machine guns but was
never mass produced or used in combat.




"~ | 'The Infantry Polo Tﬂgim, :
October 5, 1928. Polo
| was an integral part of
Fort Benning for several
decades. The polo
playing fields along First
Division Road are
named for two early polo
players who died in polo
matches. French Field
dedicated in 1926 for
First Lt. Harry W.
French, and Blue Field ) .
= dedicated in 1934 for " ' First Lt. Harry
% Capt. John W. Blue. S ~ M Waldron m;
i -

' French, 29th :
- Infantry Polo
. Team Captain.

@ Infantry vs. 6th
8 Cavalry polo

Infantry polo players, s
December 2, 1926. The " {‘5 g;gz:, April 14,
Fort Benning Polo Club -3 i
was part of the

= Southeastern Circuit of the
United States Polo
Association and provided
entertainment twice a week
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| Maj. Gen. Cambell King, Infantry
School Commandant, May 4, 1929 to
May 31, 1933.

Maj. Gen. King was a fine horseman
for whom the Campbell King Horse
Show Bowl is named after. His
influence grew the Fort Benning Polo
Club and helped contribute to the
fast growing status of Fort Benning as
one of the most desirable Posts in the
service.



in place of tbe normal maneuvers. The first Curtiss A-3s mxved in time to't _ o
exercises with nine of them forming a squadron alongside sixteen Curhss O-2s.




uildings with central c

q -

. e wo s
artel Barracks under construction, and in the distanc
' vast sea of tents used for housing.
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5 The1930s TS &
Post Expansion And Mechanized Infantry

" . The 1930s were eventful years for Fort Benning. George C. Marshall was concluding his influential tenure and names such
¢ as Bradleyiand Stillwell could be found throughout the staff and faculty at the Infantry School. The 1930s brought the Great
.. Depression and with it, large amounts of money to be spent in the construction of permanent buildings at Fort Benning. Such
| projects as the Public Works Administration, Works Progress Administration and Civilian Conservation Corps enabled Fort

d Benning to obtain modern facilities.

T ¥ 2
;ﬂ: ¥ Building 35, which for years served as the Post Headquarters as well as the Academic Center of the Infantry School, was
3 " completed in 1935. A chapel was constructed along with a radio building, noncommissioned officers’ quarters, a guardhouse and

- apartment buildings for bachelor officers. In addition, a print shop, field grade officer quarters and a new street lighting system

3 q were constructed.
: QR - h vfﬁa during the 1930s, more than any other time, that Fort Benning emerged as the “Home of the Infantry.” The automatic
' .. ‘weapon, the machine gun and the tank demanded that alterations and adaptations be made in the world of warfare. A new
tion focused on mobility and firepower gave precedence to tactics and techniques. On June 17, 1932, the Tank School

") configura
s W transferred from Fort Meade, Maryland, to Fort Benning to align the tank as an asset of the infantry.
. 9. - - K, (9 b -

~ As the 1930s came to an end, the world situation became more ominous. On September 1, 1939, war in Europe erupted and
week later, President Franklin D. Roosevelt declared a state of limited national emergency. The effect was immediately feltat -
't Benning when the 1st Division arrived during the winter of 1939 for field training, bringing the strength of the Post up to
_ g 4 g ging P

“In 1939, the Infantry School allotted 428 of the 1,234 hours of the Regular Course to motors and weapons, including the

study of tanks. Another block of 186 hours was used for teaching the logistics of supply and movement and also emphasized at

G - ‘ time was the study of maps and aerial photographs, mobilization, terrain application, combat intelligence and field orders.
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S H Mac( G bt s hut with |

5 Chyﬁ, Maj. C.B. L;m < sunedl
erts, BG E.T. Collins, Lt. Col. G. C. Marshall,
Col. G. C. Shaw

§

H on For 0
24th Infantry, c. 1932. This image was captured on In :
. ‘ Road, where now exists the traffic circle. The truck is seen |
S, g moving away from the built area, headed towards waoded
: TR training areas and the airfield. !
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B Lawson Field was established in 1919 as an ~
% Obscrvation Balloon Post for the 32nd
. Balloon Company to support the infantry.
J The hangars shown here were completed on
== February 8, 1921.

Airfield Hangars, May 1921.
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.

Fort Benning Fire Department, c. 1920s. The need for a
Post fire department was demonstrated early on when, on
- September 12, 1925, the Post Headquarters burned down
| along with many records lgl}l?n the fire.

I

- Fort Benning military policeﬁ p
Vs section, 1930s.
’ o'l
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o that end.” It was during the 1930’s that Fort Benning wou unu:ge to lol!thfy its permanency as the “Home nf
‘ Infantry.”
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The Main Post Chapel was

LA constructed from May 15,
O 1934 to March 21,1935 at a
g ) cost of $81,169 by the
L+ . Dice-Schmidt Construction
L M o Company. Formally
lg ' dedicated on November 18,
N 1934 with the laying of its
. .. 'cornerstone, the first service

. washeld on Easter Sunday
oo of1935.The Chapel was

Ry ~ + desigend to accommodate
\ :é’ g : three separate

S ar i . congregations: Protestant,
441 " Catholic and Jewish.

“POST CHAPEL
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photograph are machine gun tracer roun
night sky.

1SS 38,
Mark V Star combat veteran with
the 301st Heavy Tank Battalion,
WWI. This tank was introduced
first into the British Army in
early 1913. The specific tank in
this picture still rests in the U.S.
Army muscum system.

3

The Howie-Wiley Carrier,
or “Belly Flopper,” was
tested on post in 1937. It
was the only one ever
produced and is the
pre-curser to the Jeep that
was so widely used during
WWIL

>
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‘.,- Eilter morning sunrise scrvice at
", _the Campbell King Horseshow
- o A % ,’Bowl,Apﬂl 9, 1939. This service

" ' was held from 1937 to 1940, after

. which they were discontinued
. because of World War I1. In 1937,
when this service was first held, six
thousand people came from towns
within a wide radius to participate.
In 1938, ten thousand came. At this
1939 service, an estimated 10,000
are in attendance with 1,200
- soldiers making up the cross. In
' 1946, the sunrise services returned

to the Bowl.

The Horseshow Bowl, completed in
1930, is on the northwestern edge
of Main Post near the
Chattahoochee River. Originally
built to show horses, it was later
named The Campbell King
Horeshow Bowl for former
Commandant Maj. Gen. Campbell
King.







was an original member of the Airborne Test

Platoon and and went on to make four combat

jumps during World War II, and participated in
several campaigns in Northern Africa and
Europe.
















3

" frelmet wornbyﬁwsoldi Fthémod 1 1917A1
helmet which would be replaced by the M1 helmet
the following year.













Parachute jump towers at
Eubanks Field. The first two
“towers were completed in May, - |
1941, the third in November,
1942, and the fourth in
"December, 1942. Today, only
_three suryive as the Noirem‘!mt
1942 tower was destroyed by a -
tornado on March 13, 1954.
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8 wilding underneath the tower houses four
. elevator motors which raise the jumpers via cables
g ] through the roof. e

| M= <

".*"- harness train ing'(intﬂ\' -
- _ehqd__tower, c. 1942. Students were raised
Bbetween gl_l—lﬂﬂffet upqn.vlz;h they pulled

Loy & -

the release, causing them to fall 15 feet to.the
.‘end of the ‘extended risers. . 2L













> the 15th Bombardment Sq
“Air Base Group. ©  ©

- Lawson Field Hangars'
_and soldiersona - -
~Martin B-10 Bombe:

€. 1942, '
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SUPPORTING OUR ARMED FORCES

HONOR.
COURAGE.

COMMITMENT.
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The 1950s
The Korean War, Cold War And Army Aviation

The Korean war began on June 25, 1950, and once again energized Fort Benning. The 3rd Infantry Division, which had
been stationed at Fort Benning for several years, would depart its Benning home for the Korean peninsula.

The Infantry School led the way in the development and use of several new weapons and technologies that made their
operational debut in Korea. One was the 3.5 inch rocket launcher known as the “bazooka,” which replaced the 2.36 inch rocket

launcher that had been developed and used during WWII. Two other weapon systems were the 57mm and 75mm recoilless
rifles.

Working with the Army Aviation community, the Infantry School did much to develop the Army’s Air Mobility doctrine.
'The helicopter came into its own during the Korean Conflict and by 1953 was playing an increasingly important role in

improving the mobility and logistics of the ground forces, and the Infantry School added air mobility to its training curriculum.

Despite the three years of active warfare in Korea, the Cold War loomed and the Infantry School devoted a considerable
portion of its instructional hours to the subject of nuclear war. Chemical warfare also received a proper amount of attention
from the various instructional departments, but the threat of nuclear war remained prominent to courses of instruction.
Tactical and operational problems of operating on a nuclear battlefield were studied, as were the effects of nuclear weapons on
personnel and equipment. Ground force organization in a nuclear age was also intensively discussed, particularly with the 1956
introduction to the Army of the Pentomic Concept, subsequently facilitating an increase in funding for the Army and allowing
it to modernize alongside the Navy and Air Force.

Brown Hall, on Ingersoll Avenue, was built as the Center of Nuclear Weapons Instruction. Many infantry officers were
classified as nuclear weapons officers after completing the Prefix-5 Course.

The Infantry School also reintroduced the Ranger concept and Ranger training at Fort Benning that began in September,
1950, during the Korean war with the formation and training of 17 Airborne Ranger companies by the Ranger Training
Command. In October, 1951 the Commandant of the Infantry School established the Ranger Department and extended Ranger
training to all combat units in the Army. The first Ranger Class for individual candidates graduated on March 1, 1952 . On
November 1, 1987, the Ranger Department reorganized from the Infantry School into the Ranger Training Brigade, and
established three Ranger Training Battalions.

The idea of transporting infantrymen on the battlefield in fully tracked armored vehicles also received attention in the
Infantry community, particularly in view of the lessons learned during WWII and the nuclear warfare threat with the beginning
of the Cold War. The M-75 and M-59 full-tracked armored personnel carriers were the Army’s initial attempts to give
infantrymen their own armor protected battlefield vehicle. The 2nd Infantry Division, which was assigned to Fort Benning
after the Korean War, was used as a test-bed for developing mechanized infantry tactics and techniques.

Post infrastructure continued with development and Martin Army Community Hospital was opened in 1958. Airborne
training continued after WWII ended and the volume of graduates from the airborne school increased to meet the needs of the
Army, as well as the Rangers. Advancements were made in the Pathfinder field, as well as in the development of new parachutes.

The OCS program expanded greatly during the Korean War and produced thousands of Infantry officers for the ground
combat units. It reduced operations after the armistice was signed on July 27, 1953, but the OCS program continued to
operate.
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it to Fort Benning, April 21, rom left to right rf 1d Maj. Gen. Guy S. Meloy Jr., Commanding
President Truman, Secretary of Defense Louie Johnson, 3rd General, welcomes the President where heck’arfived to pick up his
Infantry Division Commander Maj. Gen. P. W. Clarkson and Maj. son’s family for the Thanksgiving Holiday, November 24, 1953.
Gen. Withers A. Durress, Infantry Center Commander. Soon after,
the 3rd Infantry Division would depart for Korea.
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snfety classes to crvi].ians, at the annual Small A.rms Finng Schools
conducted at Camp Perry, Ohio. Classes conducted in 1956 are
iz . much the same as they are taught today. (Courtesy of the USAMU).

The U" ited Stat ablished on
March 1 19 56, a ght D. Eisenhower to raise In support of the USAMU lethality and to enhance
the standards of marksmanship throughout the U.S. Army. marksmanship effectiveness in combat, the Custom
The USAMU’s primary mission was almost exclusively that of winning Firearms Shop has contributed to multiple projects
competitions during the Cold War against the Soviet Union. since 1956. These include the M21, M24 & M2010
Currently, the United States Army Marksmanship Unit’s mission is to win Sniper systems, Squad Designated marksman Rifle
national and international shooting competitions, support marketing (SDMR), MK 262 5.56 Ammunition, G28E
engagements that connect America to its Army, and advance small arms Compact Semi-Automatic Sniper System (CSASS),
lethality to demonstrate Army marksmanship capabilities and enhance and M17 Modular Handgun System (MHS).

marksmanshlp effectiveness in combat.

(Courtesy of the USAMU)
L i ,—,nm—- :

- UNITED STATESARMY {7 &
- MARKSMANSHIP UNIT &2
| SRR REARMS SHOD waN.
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the Culun Army, in appreciation of the training given to the ongmal
cadre of the Cuban Airborne Forces.
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A Sikorsky H-34 Helicopter from the 94th Transportation Company, Lawson
Army Aviation Command, displays a 30-foot banner publicizing the
inauguration of Operation Searchlight, an Army-wide i tmprovement program,
January 22, 1960,
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A Sikorsky H-34 Helicopter lands on Lawson Field
during Operation Searchlight January 22, 1960.

1

An Airborne School student poses before boarding a Fairchild C-123 Provider
airplane for a jump, September 14, 1960.













lon B_Joh son ordered the airmobile division to Vletnam Pictured here is the paradc commemorating the occasion at D ugh
o Staduun i

e Lt Col. Hal Moore and Sgt. Maj. Basil Plumley, Commander and Sergeant Majorof
« S the 1st Battalmn, 7th Cavalry
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197th Infantry Brigade soldiers who conducted the Squad Automatic Weapon (SAW) Operational Test 11 for the Infantry Board, June 24,
1980, The 1980s saw much weapons and equipment development and testing by the Infantry Board before its relocation to Fort Hood on
March 23, 1991. As the Cold War cnsued, mm:h emphasis was placed on the advancement of weapons, equipment a d-tacucs nsure th
- U.S. maintained a modern Army. =

Senator Matt Mattingly, R-GA, and Maj. Gen. R.L.
“Sam” Wetzel are briefed on the turret trainor and
Bradley F:ghtmg Vehicle at Lee Field, August, 1981.
o ﬂfiat Gcn. R,L "Sam"W Iﬁ :
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1981, at Fort Benning. Above, Maj. Gen. Wetzel
and a representative of Sikorsky Aircraft
converse before the Blackhawk Acceptance
Ceremony depicted below. (Courtesy of Lt. Gen.

-~ R.L.“Sam” Wetzel). :

A soldier tests prototype optics for the
Infantry Board, 1982.

To the left, Maj. Gen. Carl H. M¢Nair of F ort =
Rucker, left, and Maj. Gen. Wetzel followingthe
Blackhawk Acceptance Ceremony, September, =~




e B — Vet . s

[
|
1

TS | SAEASAS BARASIEALS - S nans b b

Gen. E.C. Meyer, Chief of Staff of the Army, speaks with soldiers during a visit to Fort Benning, May,
1982. (Courtesy of Maj. Gen. R.L. “Sam” Wetzel).

Abovc, the WASP II (Wnlhams Aerial Systems Platform), an cxperunental aircraft powcred by a turbofan engine, could take off vertically

~_and fly for 30 minutes at speeds up to 60 mph. Though never used in service, test flights were conducted at Fort Benning by infantry soldiers

without piloting experience under a contract to the U.S. Army Tank Automotive Command (TACOM), June 18, 1982.
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Tafuntey Hall (Building 4),

@bu, 1983.
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Testing the Bradley Fighting Vehicle’s amphibious capabilities at Victory Pond, Fort Benning, 1987.
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Above, recruits learn the
fundamentals of drill during Basic
Training, 1989. Right, recruits
conduct tactical road marches on
Sand Hill during Basic Training,

~Howard).




Recruits learn basic rifle
marksmanship and how to
emplace a claymore mine during
Basic Training, 1989. (Photos
Courtesy of Ed Howard).
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Recruits learn movement techniques and river
. crossing and pose for a picture during Physical
~ Training at Basic Training on Sand Hill, 1989.

' ~(Photos Courtesy of Ed Howard).




CHARLIE 4™ - 36"
INFANTRY ﬂ

4™ PLATOON

27N0V 1989

Graduating Basic Training soldiers of 4th Platoon, Charlie Company, 4th
Battalion, 36th Infantry Regiment, November 27, 1989.

A soldier during field training, 1989.
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~ experiment des:gn, ofganmtmn md execution.
(Col. Clintonw Cox, Fort Benning Garrison Cum;nandcr)
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the AAEF, the mtegratmn and
- implementation of emerging tec]mology,
~_such as robotics and ISR (Intelligence,
* Surveillance and Reconnaissance) assets,
was made possible for the Army.
(Col. Clinton W. Cox, Fort Bcnmng
Garrison Commander).
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Ridgway Hall (Building 35) on October 22, 2009. (John Adams,
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School foﬂowing this jump. Students in Airborne School conducted the first official jump
with the T-11 parachute as part of their threc-week training course. The students conducted
all training in the first two weeks with the T-11 to fully prepare them for their jumps.
The T-11 parachute replaced the T-10 pparachute, which was designed in the 1950s. The
average paratrooper at that time, wearing all of their combat gear, weighed less than 300
~ pounds. In todayﬂ battleficld, the weight of a paratrooper wearing the average combat load
"has mt:reased to more than 400 pounds. The new parachute has been modified acconlmg to

the change in todays military fighting force.

']]n: T-11 reduces a paratroopers landing impact by 49 percent, and this reductmn is
expected to slgm.ﬁca.nﬂy reduce jump-related injuries. The total weight of the pmclmtc is
52 pounds and was deslgned to 1n1pro1rc fit and comfott (Brcnda Donnell, MCoE PAO) :
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Congratulations

on 100 years of excellence, Ft. Benning!

From every soldier, veteran, family member, and

all of us at IHG® Army Hotels, we thank you for a

century of service. Here's to celebrating another
hundred years of Army excellence!

IHG® Army Hotels on Fort Benning
7350 Ingersoll Road
Fort Benning, GA 31905
(706) 689-0067

www.|HGArmyHotels.com
1-877-T-TEAM (8326)

IHG | foteLs
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Lieutenants of the Infantry Basic Officer Leader Course (IBOLC) take part in Call For Fire training as they execute the individual soldier i
skill of hanging and employing mortars and exccuting a gun line with an 81-mm mortar tube and 10 rounds of explosives on July 22, 2015 at }
Malonc 25 Range as part of their joint fire week. (Patrick Albright, MCoE PAO Photographer). l




Paratroopers from across the Army participated in a historic jump commemorating the 75th Anniversary of the U.S. Army Airborne Test
Platoon, August 15, 2015 at Lawson Army Airfield. Twe C-17s, one C-130, one C-47 and two UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters provided the
air support. (Patrick Albright, MCoE PAO Photographer).




- cadet portrait) and 1st Lt. Shayé H
- made history by becommg the first fe

- Lt. Haver is anApache hehcopter pllof and 2012
graduate of the United States Military Academy.
Capt. Griest is a fellow USMA graduate with the
class of 2011 and was a military police officer upon

she graduated from the Manewcr Captmns Career
Course.
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The Armor Basic Officer Ludcr Course (ABOLC) conducts a tank night live fire January 12, 2016 at Fort Benning. On the right,a M1
on is captured as it moves to the ﬁnng‘ (Patncl: Albr:ght, MCoE PAO Photogmpher)

e

Sgt. Maj. Ronald L. Green, the Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps, visits Fort Benning and the Marine Corps Detachment stationed at 2

._a-_!!:’ »_—.'-

Fort Benning, February 04, 2016. (Patrick Albright, MCoE PAO Photographer). e




Task Force 1-28 conducts “Lion Focus” Live Fire Training Exercise February 11, 2016 at the Digital Multi-Purpose Range Complex. The
soldiers of Task Force 1-28 execute leadership training and certification, perform battle drills, learn self-sustainment techniques, and
integrate indirect and direet fire systems to meet their assigned mission objectives. (Patrick Albright, MCoE PAO Photographer).
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(Markeith Horace, MCoE PAO) (Patrlck Albr:ght, MCoE PAO) it
2016 David E. Grange, Jr. Best Ranger Competition, the 33rd anniversary of the competition, was won by Team #47, Capt. Robert Killian

and Staff Sgt. Erich Friedlein of the Army National Guard. The BRC was started in 1982 after Dick Leandri founﬁamy to honor his

personal friend, Licutenant General David E. Grange, Jr. It has evolved over the past thirty years from one that was ﬂlginﬂyﬂuted to
salute the best two-man "buddy” team in the Ranger Department at Fort Benning, GA to determine the best two-man team ﬁﬁmﬂm entire
' United States A.l'mcd Forces. (Photos by CPT Ken Woods, MCoE PAO). &
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The MCoE hosted biennial
competition featured 16
crews from throughout the
Army, Marinesand
Canadian Forces, who
competed over four days
gunnery, maintenance
tasks, mounted hm

naﬂgat:on": ' |
similar events ﬁicuse(l

on the tank cre: ;

mission. The whnm

from C Company, 1st
Battalion, 252nd Armor
Regiment of the North
Carolina Army Natlonal i
Guard, commanded by lst

Lt. John Dupre.

The 316th Cavalry Brigade hosts the 2016 Sullivan Cup Awards Ceremony and St. George Ball May 6, 2016 at the Columbus Iron Works
and Trade Convention Center. Lt. Gen. Michael S. Tucker was the guest speaker. (Patrick Albright, MCoE PAO Photographer)
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The 1-507th PIR conducts a C-130 Ramp Jump and students in Airborne School jump from a C-17 to commemorate the 76th National
Airborne Day, August 16, 2016. (Photos by Capt. Ken Woods).
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Maj. Gen. Eric J. Wesley leads Fort Benning soldiers
assigncd to the Maneuver Ceuter of Excellence and

‘J &
The National'l ..ii...= v Mu l%thL

BESTEFREE MUSEUM IN t\MLRIC»‘\

The National Infantry Museum is voted the best free

museum in America, September 9, 2016. Brig. Gen.
Jones, Infantry School Commandant, Lt. Gen. (Ret)
Cavezza and Columbus Mayor Teresa Tomlinson spoke
and cut the ceremonial cake. (Patrick A.lbﬂght, MCOE
PAO Photographer).




Mm@nn 40 Sniper Teams from across the globe traveled to Fort Benning to compete in the Annual International Sniper Competition,
October 17-21, 2016. Sgt. Saykham Keophalychanh and Sgt. Nicholas Mitchell, from Headquarters Company, 3rd Battalion, 126th
: :{:'hi?-'- Infantry Regiment, Michigan National Guard, won the competition. (Patrick Albright, MCoE PAO Phetographer).
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Students from the Armor and Infantry Basic Officer Leader Courses (BOLC) train and develop realistic tactical skills during a combined
competitive maneuver exercise at Fort Benning's Good Hope Training Area, November 16, 2016. Students are tasked with the objective of
ling or seizing an installation. (Patrick Albright, MCoE PAO Photographer).
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comluct battle drills, learn techniques and ir

Task Force 1-28 "Black Lion" Field Training Exercise
February 7,2017, at Field BB-5 on Kelly Hill. The Soldie
~ Task Force 1-28 execute cold load and !mtlﬂiﬂ raining

- and direct fire systems to meet their
objectwes (Markeith HoracyﬁCoE




Students from the Armor Basic Officer leaders Course
(ABOLC) Practice tank gunnery at the Digital Multi-Purpose
Range Complex, February 09,2017, on Harmony Church. 2and

Squadron, 16th Cavalry Regiment trains and inspires Armor S

Lieutenants in order to provide the United States Army, the
United States Marine Corps and allied nations with confident,
competent, and agile Armor Officers capable of conducting
Unified Land Operations as part of a combined arms team.
(Patrick Albright, MCoE PAO Phetographer).

o 4l L8

TR e

- OO et s ST e -

— N

A e L R e PURIS




e — . e e A e e o

. Students in the Stryker Master Gunner Course, taught by the 1st Battalion, 29th Infantry Regiment, train on various platforms of the
Stryker Combat Vehicle, March 22, 2017 at Carmouche Range. The cight-wheeled Stryker combat vehicle is the U.S. Army’s Stryker

Brigade Combat Team primary combat and combat support platform. Significantly lighter and more transportable than existing tanks and

armored vehicles, the Stryker fulfills an uumedute xcquu‘ement to provide Commanders with a strategically deployable and npcratmnl“y

deployable brigade capable of rapid movement any: e on the globe in a combat ready configuration. The Stryker Master Gunner Courlw
is taught in 39 days. The curriculum focuse qupon System Technology and Trains students to perform diagnostic maintenance
procedures used to identify, troubleshoot, and repair complex malfunctions at the unit level that occur in the weapon and fire control
systems of Stryker Variants: M1126 ICV, M1127 RV, M1128 MGS and M1134 ATGM vehicles and to fully engage the weapons and fire
control systems capabllntleﬁin preparation for precision direct fire engagements.(Patrick Albright, MCoE PAO Photographer).
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The Maneuver Center hosted a Scouts -in- Actmn live- ﬁre demonstratmn to kick ofthe 2017 Gainey Cup on May 1, 2017, at Red Cloud

Range. The demonstration highlights the vehicle platforms and lethal capabilities that scout squads bring to the batttlefield. (Markeith
Horace, MCoE PAO Photograpl_pt)_. ‘

e

o & ; . l .
The 2017 Gainey Cup, in honor of retired Army Command Sgt. Maj. William J. (Joe) Gainey, Best Scout Squad Competition from May 1-4,
2017, with scout squads from across the Army and partner nations competing in obstacle courses, squad live-fires and stress shoots, at
various locations across post. The biennial competition is designed to identify the most competent and versatile scout squad in the U.S,
Army and partnering allied Armies. The competitors are challenged with extremely physically and mentally challenging event centered on
essential reconnaissance and security tactics, techniques and procedures. The winning team from 15t Squadron, 1st Cavalry Regiment,Fort
Bliss, was comprised of Staff Sgt. Eric Atkinson, Sgt. Zachary Diglio, Sgt. Joseph Main, Pfc. Timothy Wood, Pfc. Ryan French and Pvt.
Jeremy Blevins. (Patrick Albright, MCoE PAO Photographer).

; _;____Ahw-.“'.-“;‘, - R . AR AV .. o i s

e eea o SRR A v



o
|

Fort Benning &
Then & Now

o e TS

-

‘_'_il.'.'

Mchms-chkam Hall junc 27,2014. (Patrick Albrlght, MCcE PAO Photographer)
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Ridgway Hall (Building 35), September 9, 2017. (Capt. Ken Woods).
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The Officers Club , 1941.
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The Officers Club, September 9, 2017. (Capt. Ken Woods).
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Lawson Field Hangars, February, 1941.

Lawson Field Hangars, September 09, 2017. (Capt. Ken Woods).
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Doughboy
Stadium, Gowdy

Field and the =~
Enlisted Men's
Service Club, c.
1929.
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Doughboy Stadium, Gowdy Field and the Post Chapel, July 20, 2015. (Patrick Albright, MCoE PAO Photographer).

L
f



Fort Benning
Commanding Generals

] 111 y
14 Jul 2003 - 12 Aug 2005




MG Edwin H. Burba Jr. ‘MG John W. Foss
10 Jan 1986 - 18 Jun 1987 29 Mar 1984 - 10 Jan 1986

T

MG William J. Livsey MG Willard Latham MG Thomas M. Tarpley

26 Jul 1977 - Apr 1979 28 Aug 1975 - 25 Jul 1977 16 Feb 1973 - 26 Aug 1975

1 Aug 1961 - 16 Feb 1963 19 Apr 1960 - 31 ]ul 1961 1 May 1958 - 8 Apr 1960 20 Aug 1956 - 8 Apr 1958 13 May 1956 - 20 Aug 1956
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G e

arp feloy Jr.
14 ]un 1954 - 12 May 1956 15 Jan 1953 - 13 Jun 1954

c_..,
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MG Fred L. Walker

MG John W. O'Daniel
23 Jul 1945 - 1 Jul 1948 24 Jul 1944 - 11 Jul 1945

e
“ourtney F BG Asa L. Singleton
7 Oct 1940 - 3 Mar 1941 1 Oct 1936 - 31 Aug 1940

B . Wells T
9 Nov 1923 - 8 Mar 1926 11 Sep 1920 - 8 Nov 1923

MG Robert N. Young MG John H. Church Bu
9 Jun 1952 15 Jan 1953 3 Mar 1951 1 May 1952 2 Jul 1948 - 21 Jan 1951

MG Charies i Banestee] Jr. MG Leven G Allen BG Omar N. Bradley
30 Sep 1943 - 27 Jun 1944 14 Feb 1942 - 18 Sep 1943 4 Mar 1941 - 10 Feb 1942

MG Campbell King
25Sep 1933 -30 Sep 1936 4 May 1929 - 31 May 1933 9 Mar 1926 - 1 May 1929

BG George H. Estes Jr.

MG Charles S. Farnsworth Col. Henry E. Eames
23 Apr 1919 - 31 ]ul 1920 5 Oct 1918 - 22 Apr 1919







