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| TITLEs | DEFBNSE OF Lzam.ﬁ ﬁ‘ﬁ%‘ﬁ&bﬁ%ﬁ
;§§§§Qg ' fkis is a stery’oﬁ the defenss of & s&x
L mile gechor aluag the gaaa“ Ri#er 1@ Luxembourg hy
2nd 5&%@313@@ af ;he 12th 2m;§n%r3 Rogiment., 2&3@,
unit, a pert of the 4%th Infantry ﬁi?zaiaa, had 3&%%'
& well earned f&g% in an area known as Litble
Switzerland, 'gﬁﬁ6*$%?$ﬁg§§g with sach gl&%@$n ?$*f
gponsible for a mile of wooded, zaggeﬁ te?razn, %be
baﬁ talion was abtiacked early on the moraing of t&@
18th of Desember, 1944 by the bulk ©f the German’
212%h Volkgrenadier Pivision, The sebion of the
Znd Bettalior was shosenm primarily because this
unit reveived the brunt of the enemy atback in this
sectors The §a$@e$$£%1 defense of this area ané' |
how 1% was aesgﬁgziahéd is deseribed By the battalion

executive officer.
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”?eﬁz fig%t in ths Eurtgen Forest
gtark iafantry combat;
%ﬂv im my e] on,; your most reogent
fight=-from %the 16th to the 20th of
Pecemberw-when,; with a depleted and
tired divisionm, you halted the left
shoulder of the Gorman thrust inte the
Americsn lines and saved the eity ef
Luxembourg and the supply establishe
mentd and road nets in the vieinidy, is
the most outsbanding secomplishment of
Fourself and 3@&? division.” #d

‘These were the wwrds of Lzaut@ﬁanﬁ Gensral
Gearge §. Patton, J7. as he paid tribute to the men of the
4th Infantyry Division iﬁ‘a-mésssge'%é"ﬁhe ivy géﬁfas o
mander early in January, 1944, - '

Afber Hurtzen Forest, Laxa&%ﬁazg ampga“e& %@ be
E@évéas §ry, warm houses were s weloomé changs fré& foxrs
holes £mll of iey water and inﬁessaat shellinggg " since
the @ivisien’s sector extended some thirty=five miles,
aach §;ats@a3ae#@$§& sbout s mile. (fee map A) although
there was smow, rein and cold for mem om post, it was a
somparstive rest. But the rest was pot destined o last

1

for longs

Thore was iitile pabrel setividty amd only an cesasieaal

arﬁéll 1y yeund,

T Hi§E0Fy OF %%h IBfaHtry Division, L2GH IRisntiy
Regiment. p+ 87,

el

For the first week the fromt was absolulely guiets

hi
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?@ﬁ m@rning ef the 16th of Docember @taytéﬁ va?y
aazmly ia %&@ 2aé ﬁaﬁ%uii@n ﬂemmaﬁé yeat 1& Gﬁmgﬁor§¢ The
swz Lafs the G abﬁ&% 6800 t@ 89 ko Echt@faaah t@ plek ap =
%ivil%&n gar for %%@ regamaatal vammaﬁ&a . aﬁ tn@ same time,

the 8~Z and 8«4 zeft xar F. ”@mvauy ax Bar@orf on & routine

ingpestion, . The exeeutmve sffiger {myself) was é&ttiag %%

-%ﬁe 8P thinking of Jobs for the 8§»1 1o dos

at 0830 artillery began to fall om the %ewn¢ & feow
miga%éS'i ber one of our sap@arﬁiag a?tizzary baﬁee?y eem*
maa&srs rashed In wz%& the mews %&at his or ané fife &ireaﬁ

%é@n senter had besn hi% &3, weil as en ¥7 artﬁilery pieaea

. He also sald be weas dzspigczng tﬁ & new &oaaﬁiang about

0700 the wirse to ¥ Qompany. wan% sut but no one was par%xem«
larly slarmed sineé gﬁ,was assamad %ha@ ﬁhe enemy arﬁiilary
hed doze its .4 liewtenant from P Qompany came in the cp
about an hour later to ask for a radie and to anaeunea that
an enenmy patrol of ;;&%aen strsngtk was a%servea agnraaahi&g
Berdor? from the North.

The §~4 raéarﬁe& from Berdorf aboul @Qéﬁ anéAréﬁ
ported that ¥ %smpaﬁy was &n & real Beraps. At tha‘aamé

%3 z ressived from © Jompany.

;t»

ns 2iler mnews wWe

{V!
ﬁa—

i @ddly exough the wire 1&né't¢ gannon (ompany lo-
:ﬁéﬁaé beyond Berderf was still in, seo the battalion com~
mander ¢alled the company commander te see what the situgtion



- wag theres SLome shmsting wés reported in the ﬁiré%ti$ﬁ>§f
. Berdor? and the e@mpaay a@mmaﬂdar a?swxsed to look inte it.
- Before hearlaw from Fim agaxﬁ one of vann@n eemn&gy*s
afficerg eulied in te say %ha* ﬁhav HOrY now engaged in s
.Smaﬁl gxm@ aigh%» 690&@, the ”&nnan Sonpany commander,
‘game into the batbalion OP abows 1000 to comnfirm any doubis
a8 %o %The size of the fight and stated he had moved his 105%s
%6 a new looation,
' After hearing this vews the battalion commander
‘ dirested mg"%e go o & Guhaﬁzy to learn the si%ﬁﬁtian'ﬁhagag

‘ ?ae §-1 grihneé as I waik&& sut beaause ne knew that since

'”»ﬁ%ere %ﬁﬁlﬁ be a staff offiser at @-eempany, &g well as the

| @%hﬁr two cam;anies; hiz bresance waa areﬁty well assured
&b, the CPe - |

On t%e way ap ﬁﬁgkway ﬁumber One, I studied the |
A.map te bring myswlf up t@ dats on. G campaay's outpogt locaw
tions aﬁé strength as I hed o feeiiﬁg 1 would be thers at
least the rest of %he days I felt thxs way because the
regular ¢ Gompeny ecommander was in Paris on & 72 hour pass
and was not duo te re%arn until %hs'foiiawing dzye

;- & eem?&ny, p 4 matadg had an effective combat ﬁtra@gth
‘éf about sixty-Live men. The 5amganw WAS ma*ntaznzng three
lf@utp@aﬁs whiah woTE lacaﬁaﬁ t@ sapparﬁ B Sampamy*s defense
of Euht@rﬁa¢k. (See map Ba) -
-4
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aat§éa% gamﬁe? @ﬁ@ w&s l@%a@eﬁ sa taﬁ ﬁigk grguﬁé direatly
west of asatérnaéh aﬁd was ﬁaaﬁeé by t%mrtaea moTa ﬁu@nas%

ﬁﬁ&%ﬁr %w& was on %he aigﬁ graugé n@t%ﬁ af gﬁ%ﬁé?ﬁ&&k a&@ waa

vﬁﬁﬁﬂyiﬁﬁ %y ﬁiﬁé ﬁ@ﬁ# @a@gea“ gamb@? ?h?ea was ia@aﬁgé &%aaﬁ

'am yards e&ﬁ% @f ‘&&a point where She mixwad erossad mgan

wasy ﬁﬁmbar %n@ fear &ﬁ%ﬁe?§ﬁf§ ané ea*si&%eé ef twalve msk§
& saa%zeﬁ ef &s&?y ﬁa@%&&& gnﬁg f?@m &Ee ha&??'ﬁéagﬁﬁﬁ'
ﬁamyaa? an@ & &eyieﬁad waapﬁaé gl&%ﬁ@ﬁ from & ﬁ@mﬁamy were
3aaaﬁeﬁ &b@ut 5&@ yarﬁa sau%hWaﬁt af %aa aemaaﬁy ﬁ@%ﬁa&ﬁ @éatz“
' a on %he W&y &§ %e ﬁ Qémgaﬁy# ¥ éeazaeé tﬁ s*en a% %h%
batialion anti%aak glaﬁeaﬁ &? e aee ax~ff*e 6@&M§ﬂiw3ti3§
was in mﬁﬁa ﬁ aampaay¢ l&e @f the an%xtan& @1a%aan wa?smea
who kaé 3&5% rﬁgarﬁaﬁ frﬁm & Gampamy's%ateé ﬁhaﬁ he ha& sagn
eath Germaga and Americans Eizeé up en #hé r@ad.naa? the fore

ward 57mm gua gesiﬁzﬁa wﬁi@h was &bauﬁ 359§ yards saaﬁhwegt

‘af a@hﬁﬁ?ﬁ&ﬁﬁg The wﬁxaman 4id ﬁa know whi&h were prﬁs@ﬁarag

&ta Weiah, *h@ pl&%ﬁ@ﬂ kaaﬁarg was getting reedy %9 ge fores
ward and iavastzg@t@ this si%uatieﬁ; |

' E daaiﬁeéfk&aﬁ a2 armored vehiols Wa& nesessary for
any fu?%&e* fﬁ?%&?& m@vemﬁﬁﬁﬁ &y joep driver was sendt bask
to Hishelshof %o reguest = gocut eay from a detachment of
tank éest?@yewﬁ wﬁiéh~was lc@a‘a@ thers. The iieutenant come
manéing the %ank é&strGVErs ‘gaid that his sﬁaut cars wers
baiﬁg rsgazreég ‘and as no ﬁtﬁer assistance wes offered the

e
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driver returned alone, 4% the Jesp approashed the emtitank
_giaﬁaanAQ&mﬁaﬁé posty i% was fired en by a burp gﬁ#@ The
driver éﬁ¥a>ia®¢ a diteh aéd‘wa&e Big way inte the building |
a8 the jeep cursvened inds the fence on the other side of the
.iﬁﬁﬁ&
The fact thal the ememy had penetrated that fayx
mads the situation aow appear sritical. & message was sent
bask ta the battalion command post via ome of the aubitank
halfetratkss The vehicle was fired on by maechine gun and
#ifle fire ss it drove out of the oourbysrd bub i% gob away
successfully. ,
about noon 1 desided %ﬁaﬁ‘i% weuiérﬁg'gagassa£y o
gontinue on te ¢ Company to fimd sut more of the situstion.
Another half-track wes wsed and we first tested for fire ﬁ?
“poking” the nose of %ﬁe‘vghiéie_@@% &f the ﬁaﬁ?tyar&@' i%
drew no fire so we daghed down the road toward Lauterberse
Upon arriving et @ Compaay's 0P, 1 was gquiekly
brought uwp $0 date en the situstions Wire communication was
out to all outpests except mumber thres, Radio communmisation
was in with B Company bui battslion sould a0t be sontacteds

They kad been reseiviag Fire from gll feur sides sinss D848,



o ﬁﬁaaﬁ 1%&6 1 rgnart on the sitnaﬁz@a 2y & ﬁaxyaay
was saat baa& e %at%a%xan via a5 aﬁ%itﬁﬂk platoon h&ifwi
@“&G£¢ T&é b&ifw%xaak éraw seme artillery and m@raa- fi?é
’as i% s%arteé éﬁﬁa the reaéql as 1% reached the antitank
giaﬁ@gn ﬁ?; The ?eﬁigi@ came naé@r sneny aaa&i arms fir§o

At %é%@ & s@ﬁtry eame 13 & sémganjﬁﬁ 3? and Foo
perﬁs& thaﬁ 4 large greag af @é?m&ﬁﬁ aud Amsricans werg 1
'&emiﬁg ap uke road. bﬁ% he éiéa*t kmaw wai@h wers prischerss
&Baa@ *h&% tmma gomesne fiveé and gomsons ﬁlﬁ@ yellod,
*gense firiag%“ §y %ha time th@ @a&faaiaﬂ was ﬁﬁiﬁt@d@ the
amarmﬁang who were m&rah&ug ehaad ol hhe %erm&ag had rﬁaahaﬁ
& g@imﬁ ﬁshsnﬁ a ﬁﬁaae mail whie& stood at the side of the
raaé a%ent %azrty yagés ﬁfam tné %ailﬁi&g we were 1. %hiﬁ_
'séiaiﬁaé the Amariaana fr@m firﬁ w%iie the Germans behind
rombined az?eaeag Ek@ @?é@? %o fire vas givgn &n@ ﬁaﬂ -
_Ameyxuaa pris@ners hi% tﬁs ﬁz%ahes b@hzné the walls ?heyﬂ
,were a&@u@ Fitty Ge?a&as in the group u@géﬁnar with fiftesn
:&maxia&a @tls&ﬁ@fsﬁ ?h@ &araﬁna had four m@g@iﬁﬁ gung and
several %axg ggngg.,ﬁhé_affair 3@%&?%& down ﬁﬁlazfi?ﬁ fight
wi&% the American ??iaaﬁaxa‘ginéaé down behind the walls
) &5 the Pire fight with the Seormams along the road
| gontinued, the ammunition shortage began to grow mors
seriouss: Only about a hundred rounds of small srms anmunis
Zion remaineds. Orders were issuod that no ﬁﬁi@iév would

w%ap

2
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fire a shot unless Be had o ﬁgfiﬁiﬁe»%arg@ﬁ@ fhis ordey
waa well obeyed and all mes hﬁié't&aif~fire gnz;l t&eg %@#é
gare of & "bullt, |

In the meantime, I had beem iz radio oomtackt with
the B=3 i@uﬁﬁﬁ%$§ﬁaﬁﬁw‘ We had sxseliend @@mmﬁﬁﬁﬁ@%iﬁa-wiﬁﬁf
ench uther but meither 6f us were able %o somntact anyone
¢lse, The netare of bthe terrain snd slimatic sonditiens
were sugh thet we ceuld only dopend on the 800 radioc when
#Ho Bill masses iﬁ*e??eaéé“ This made e@a“éin&ﬁiaa on %ha
part of the ﬁa%ta%xa% eommander a very é@iimguﬁtxgrab%am@
§a§%gsa1&rly when wire wqmm%nlgatiax wWa s @g%.ﬁéﬁﬁ.azi
gempaniess | |
' Heanwhile, the %attalﬁaé gemm&ﬁ§§§ §g§ gent &
ﬁa@?@ay of the fi:s@_h&ﬁ%gzéaa with = gig%a&g'§f 1ight
%gﬁks'wﬁéhft§¢=mi$sien of reestablishing sontact with € -
_%éa?aggs 2he fores soming up the road from ¥ichelshof had
géﬁgaﬁﬁeﬁ_ﬁkﬁ'éﬁﬁmy gast of Bill 31@ and were @ﬁggggé ha?ﬁ*
Qé% several hours. One pia%o&% af ﬁ @amp&ny took ﬁx@} 33%
while bhe raxﬁ of the force @ushaﬁ en %o Laa%erbarﬁ. Eha%

they ar?ivaa 2t the sompany posiiien sbout dark, bhe tenks

e
o

ditehes nnd

iﬁ

m

4 By
a8

{\

1‘,«“*“

moved pash the Amerisarn prisomers lyimg im
ggrayaé otk zides of ithe road ahends %@sﬁ £ the getrman
survivors h@é apparsatly %i@kdraw& on the approsch of the
%&ﬁks-aﬁ only ome prisemer was taken, other than one whe was

WG

.
4
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%a&ly woun éﬁﬁa Fhe gﬁg% wa?a all dsads all the %m@rig&ﬁg
‘who had besn priscomers lastad out %ae afteracon %aaur% with
3%§e exaseption of %we who ham Bosn pwe?zaaﬁ;y wwaaﬁaﬁ iﬁ aaa
'fzgh% when they were @&p tured, |

In %ha meantine; in P @émp&&y‘SQQ%ﬁﬁ %ﬁ§>$@% &ﬁé
$-4 srrived at the CF im the Park Hotel i Berdorfs
{See map €.} UThey wore infermed that tho ohservation post
o7 the roof of the %ﬁ%al 4 just obssrved Yroops &§§?@&$hﬁ
ing o0 the road from the northe The §-2 and thé oompeny
@ﬁ&@ﬁﬁ@é% hurried e the voof and through the early merning
-@g observed some treops inm e ¢olums #f twos approsoching
the Lowns | |

Shortly af¥er, the firewerke begsni The 8~4 had
detided %o roeturn %o the %&@%&%iﬂﬁléﬁmﬁﬁmﬁ y@é% 40 relay
the Information of whet was now reslifed $6 be an stiack in
forses &s the 5@ép g?ssaé the m&&m rosd jusetien im %@réerﬁg
i%‘éaa-féxgé_ﬁ pon by twe or y%weg b;;? gunsa at Slose rauges
Howaver, it picksd up speed and gsontinued om %o %&'ﬁ‘é@i@%
The driver had besen hit five ﬁimﬁé'%&t éf@?é all the way

bask %o Conaderf. The S~4 had mumorous holes Lirough Bis

ﬂ.’f"

adat ¥u% was not hit,
The swill advanee by the CGermens eub off all The
gubpests of P Companys The enly wespons %&?é@? than an
gaﬁgggﬁﬁé‘rifza inr the CP were several basookes snd ope &0
saliber machine guns
Ly iel

0%
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faa @ar&&n& @Eesaé B awaf%iy on E@zﬁa?fg @hﬁ_
faya@ saaﬁag fr@& the Eﬁ&t% @a@ﬁgiaﬁ 5&?@?&} &@aga# ?&@ﬂg
%ha @aatwﬁeaﬁ road gas% a@%@% af %ﬁ@ %a@giﬁ wﬁ&%ax& $é?a$
aam;ag f?gm %he éas% a@agyzg# P §&?t af %hé ?iziagg §$§@ﬁ¥@
| The eneny ﬁr§$§£ aa %hﬁ a$¥%§ were ﬁ%@ﬁgaﬁ.&£ §%§§
.*eaﬁﬁeé & Semebery on the ae?tkweﬁﬁ %ﬁg$ of E@%é@?ﬁ@ %h@
Qa#maﬁs that had &a¢&§iﬁﬁ f&w h@%g%g on %h@ a@r%ﬁ aég&
eau&ﬁ ﬁﬁ% move s they wors piaa@é &@wn k? &ﬁﬁ@matie rif&@
a&ﬁ*@m . |
%%@ ﬁé@%ﬁméizg %ﬁ@'ﬁ @mﬁany ﬁff&ﬁ&? wha haﬁ gans
%o %&*zaiieﬁ aar%asrg e @b#&rV$§ wa*kimg w@waz& ﬁﬁ% a?
with & Gs?man soidiey ézree$1y~behz$§ %ims ;aﬁy ﬁ@séﬁasli

na& aﬁsum&é 8p %Yo thisg géiat %ﬁaﬁ the he%§§ wi%ﬁ g@ﬁgaﬁy

%eaagﬁamﬁérs mua% ?&va %ﬁaa eap%ureé«ﬁ whan hs same wit -

50 y&vd% of the %@tﬁzg @aa of ?hé men in the cp ia@beﬂ &a@
a miﬁaaw and yelled, @zs %&a% ye&f ??i%&ﬁa&?ﬁ *agélg ﬂ&;

i'm @ﬁa prisomerP was ﬁgg r@p&yQ' The @erm&& 503 ai@r upen

gosing that %ae Botel was aa@maz@i %g &?afiw&u %va@ns e

mediately marehed &&wsa$$i‘ baolk . Ja @is EE&»&Q% ia&%arq

A few minutss i&ﬁ@yé»tkﬁ nen iz the OF ssw the
Ceorpans approaching agein with Lt. Helonnsli lending bBhe
Eroups Prosumably bhe German slatocon leader %&@aghﬁ thal

the surrendsr of the ﬁ&éri&gas'iﬁ-ﬁ he h@taz was & faragaaé

ﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁi@ﬁg ;h@ Germen £ﬁ?géﬁﬁt i%ﬁ%?%@@@é Lte ﬁecamﬂell

*1Zm



{3z Germam} to tell the Amerisens tp some oud end surrenders

- Bowever, ﬁeﬁ@ﬁﬁ%i@ took s thanse that the German could nod

understand Baglish and yelled, "Everybody pisk o terget sad

fire at the same time." Then he grinned at the SQ?$$&§§'§k§

grianed backs Inside the notel command post the sempany
sommander gave the coumand to fire, Whem the firing ceassd,

there were 33 Germans deed é&nd ons prisener--the platesn

leadsr,

inside the hotel the German sergesut pointed oub
on & map where the ¢rossing was being mads in F Company
seetor. 7This information was immedietely relayed o bate
talicn with & roquest for artillery on the crossing.

Por the rest of the day the ameriocen fire kapt the
Germans pinned down and sontinued te deny the eusmy use of
the roads rusning south of Berderf, |
| Gorman artillery fired frequently st the hotel oP
and by the §§&‘3f the day had destroyed mush of the roof
and had mede part of the third fleor untemables Portumately,

‘Bhe Germans did not use sny large caliber direet fire wesposs,

and they did fire s number of artillery concenbrations om
poesisions where bhely own Srosps wers iz the vizz%gg$

duek prier Lo dark firing was heard %o the south
ef Berdorf and the company commander hoped it would be roin=
forcements but he had mo way of kmewing, acbuslly, this was

~35n

MV. .
@«m.



aTaL L e el
N

S AL B

e T L S

B Gompapy of the lst Eatkaiiaag iE%h Xﬁfaatrv gsgiﬁsﬁt wi%&

& platosn of light tanks and E gi&ta@ﬁ éf mwéium @&aka a? ;

the 70th fenk Bettalion. This fores had %eam\sﬁaggaﬁ hy

_'%n§ Germans that night sbeut o mile saakk of ﬁa@ﬁ@fﬁa

gn the meraing of BDecember R?@hﬁ %aa g@aﬂﬁé éag %F

the enemy @ffeasi?@; the Gevmansg haﬁ,&afiiﬁga%@@ ¢ 5 ﬁag%ﬁ

af about faas kilomebers $nte our lines &ﬁﬁ kaﬁ two @r sar
xsﬁza companies isclabeds & Company was iselated in
Eshternach aaé E’@éﬁﬁaﬂy in Bardorf. 33 now the si%ﬁﬁtk@ﬁ
was clearer not an}v in our seater %ﬁ% a;amg th& ﬁheie
fronm$. The entire ocorps front to the ﬁﬁxth was wnder ate
tadks five divisions had already been %dsﬁ%iiigﬁg révfé%i

Volksgrenadier Division had been throws agsinst our regi-

ment and their intentions wers obvicus,. Thay h&%.§ﬁ¥%§§§§¢@

and bypassed Bebternsch and were meving southwest towerd

Scheidgens If they could @?e&% %&?@agh here they wouid ride

‘Hiphwey Number 1 dows te the ¢ity of Luzenbourg, then drive

their punsers sesiward in%e ths Ardennes as Shey did fn
1940, » : . | ‘

A% 1330 two hundred enemy infantrymen were gighﬁgﬁ
8% a puint Juet wessdt of Bill 30% and were novimg iz s
westerly direstion, The platoen frem & Cempany, ﬁ@myﬁsﬁd
2% #bont 18 men, that was in pogition of g&li a@&, mas %S
medisbely moved to Scheidgen im the avaaﬁ_ﬁaa% the e&a&y

wlde
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ahﬁﬁié,a%tasﬁ'aou%hi Plans. wWETL. a&iekiy mﬁae f@r & saaréin

La%eﬁ defense wi%n & récoﬁaa*sanae glaﬁsea a? 8 tank aesw

.%”evwr %htealien zﬁ&t was aZ?eadg in ﬁ@si*iea au Saha'

;iaﬁzs tank ﬁes@?a yer ﬂaiﬁ was uﬁéer éév*sﬁan axt&ﬁ3@ y
%rei } {see mqv B

Z %hen went o ﬁis&slsaé@ ta cﬁﬁrﬁiﬁata hké &&»

fense wzth a tank &es%raysr gla%%en in p@sz@*@ﬁ - tﬁia im&

porsent erassreade' When I reached hhsré, § éisv$Vereé %%Q
'pza%@an hﬂd wzthﬁzaan I immedlﬁtely xetnrned e s@h@idgaﬁ
:anﬁ plgﬁaed %a use nhévraéia ek zae tank d@g%r@yer unlid
bher@ %e f¢nd out &L aﬁy iasﬁraa 1ﬁna had seem g%vsﬁ f@r
*.taia nnzt %s wit&é?awg, 3§6§ raa@hxng ghﬂ main erassraaé,ia
Sakexégeﬁ, my &?i?ar stapnsa %ha ;eag &iaagsiﬁe @ﬁﬁ af %ﬁa
huzlézﬂgs a&é f ﬁ&sﬁaé agross %ﬁa raa& %a chesk ﬁn éae @ﬁ
-t%a was;ﬁiansm

Ka ﬁ?@anﬁ or tank &@strﬁyﬁrs ware 1@ szght aa& i%

”Hwas éeathly qaieé in the ?i&}&g$“§ﬁﬁ qaie% that a &ﬂill
'ag uy Epiﬂaar Sudseniy aa@ saaﬁ %?cxa %h@ sxiaﬁaa and my
driver-was hit. I araggaé %he érivgr ia%a an éié nill -
iﬁ srogs from the ah&yaa and f@aaﬁ his wovnd was a&* +oa
gevious, Saerily afiasr we @m.,;@é the mili, a terrific ave
tillery berrage fell om the srossroad and I recogniszed it
88 our owa é?%iii@?ya 1% waa thaa th&t 1 reaizsad We wers
:apﬁarontiy ﬁhe sole &efan&a?s of $chexdg¢a¢ and our &

V»iﬁ&
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was shéiliag tha orossroad o dény its use to th@ éneaye
It was éeeﬁéaé $hat @ur @h&naes were slim if we maée & ?&ﬁq
f@? the jeep béeaﬁae e we?@ rﬂe@i?iag some fﬁre from- t@e
?iaiaéty of & maau?e §iie aﬁaat 50 yarﬂs éxreeﬁiy be*

%he 33@?5 ?n?ther iaves igat&&a showed that the aaamﬁ

alsa te aur west shoud 8@ 3&*&% gway za the. ﬁraw@

I hel& By &?ivet %ha% I W@aié aﬁ%@mwt $6 get %a@k
&a ba%@aii@n on feet and gsﬁ seme help ag guiekly as 308e
aibls aﬁé %haﬁ he weu?é b Qkay if he sﬁaysé right where he
$Wa$ aﬁé dia nmt ﬁr? %@ m@vea &s 2 ﬁ&&héd aﬁrﬁss %he rea&;
_3 wns firea an from %eth th@ east end the %e»éy s&ﬁﬁgazyg

& Q§¥m&n saidier te the west of the shurch sgatteé me and

st 78 o 8 4 o it S A et e o (ia

fireé ane long barst with a burp gum. Thiz was ny lueky
day &s ha sh@% &igh and to. my -F 5 x brsathed 2 sﬁgk o
relief ap 1 ze&aésa %he eemeﬁefy wall and guzekly ran int@
‘the &raw somth cf %h& ehureh. % was Just msady‘té slow -

down. to & trot when % alm&é% e@lixaed with five young

;@erman s@lﬁiara moﬁzng iz a skifmish iine in. tﬁe game di
reaéiaa» Séelﬁg them teo la%e te stop, I gave & yell saaa
28 45 only hesrd in Class B ﬁ@&nﬁ?ﬁﬁ‘&ﬁéu%hﬁ ﬁﬁ?@%ﬂS ‘Bi%
the gyaaaéa I gulekly sweag %o the side sud dashad inte
the woods ahead 6f shem bhefers they nad s chanee 3o got off
2 shot, I %hen wa?k@d wy weay &xﬁa@é to Mishelshof to m%kﬁ
& final cheok and faaa& this location sompletely é@&ﬂ”ﬁeﬁq
_ «l?* :
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-Gaatinaﬁng sauth g&raziei to ﬁiwh@av Eum%sr 1y k4 ?&aa& %hé

ﬂtank des%rayer 9&&%@@3 Xineé ﬁp &a ea%amﬁ aieng %ha raaﬁ ia

paga%x@a &% %iahéishaf@ x %h@& yraaaedéé o8 %o the ﬁatﬁaiﬁ@a
éﬁ at ﬁgnsﬁewr@ ‘

E r@a@r@eé to @3@ %&ttal&@n a@ﬁm&@ée? ﬁﬁ@ ﬁi@&&w

quested basks and any ﬁﬁﬁﬂ%?ﬁ@‘ﬁ@ﬂlﬁ be spared to accompany

me bask teo sakéiégan; Xam& were avaxlahle put the regie

menkal antitank g@mgaay was e@mm&ﬁtaé at saheiégen and sup~

eeﬁsfally a%%ae&aﬁ and ook the éemiaaﬁigg high g?aaaé jus%

wasa of the tewnq The situatiéa WBE temgar&riiy solveds
Xn\y Gamgany‘s &@%ﬁ@? thé gi%aa&maﬁ beeam@ eXw

@e@dxﬁglg ﬂeﬁper&%e an *&e i?%h as 1ive gnemy @ﬁﬁﬁ&tié%

&ﬁ%as&a& southward up the seiwarge&ﬁyhz Exvar va}isy uawaré

‘the town of §ﬁ§zerth&$s A %&ak fﬁrae was faymeé %o inters
sep @hs enemv on the h&gh gra&nd south of Mulla?thaiy Waen
L%he émsmy met this task forse they shanged ézra#%xan ana'

:ﬁﬁrﬁaiwast i@te ﬁhe FEh graa?@a Divisien sestor and were .

sngaged by ths %@%ﬁ armored Infanbry Battalion ef the 9%k
armered Diviszion,

Ganmon Cosipany of the tagﬁmsn%”was now going into

poesition near Sehaxégaﬁ and hed just aamgiéte& its gun posie

_‘%iénAlaaatisas wh@n it was g%tae&aé, E&ia faega-kgﬁar wad

ﬁl&& . B

;na vﬁ&ixm%y of %@1;@&.‘ ?his glat@@a kaé p?eV$$§$1y @e w in

]
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&&enbifzaé as elements of the 316th German Infaat@y Rﬁgi&aﬁ%a

So desyar&%a waE the fsgh@ Thut ensued that the mﬁﬁ iy é
ﬁ%axr 1@§¥$ pééat Blank %% tHe abttackers &ﬁ waagas af , |
%haﬁ.i@@ yarésa ﬁaaaaﬂ éémyahy holde

: f1$%h Arm@reé Division akd agkeé in m&&tzy&e selumns iﬁ ouy

'bat%ali@ﬁ geetszg'¢;§ﬁs unit was on & ﬂﬁga?aﬁa~m¢$@iaﬁg&a§

their a%ﬁa@g was &a *a&apéfa%iééﬁ with the 12th Infeuntry
&egimeat and was net, uaﬁe? orders of the 4%th Infaniry Eiviﬁiéﬁy

in ? gompany sector a btask f@?ﬁ% ef €0a arrived ab

" %he south end of §erﬁ¢r§ about 0900. This forse was composed

of two platoons of armored infantry and = Gompany of tanks,
An attack was lsunghed g&-@&h@a&ﬁ%ﬁ%& with B Company which
was pushing th?ﬁ@gh the @ii}#gag aboub seventy=five yards
were gai@eﬁ but tbe?@-w&a no further a&vames thatd déya’
| ﬁn@thé? task forse attacked towsrd Bohternaghs. Two
tanks got inte the téwa and fourd B Gamvany*s 4 4 1@6@%193!
They reported that th?ge othey %aﬁﬁs were on the outskiris
§£ the town and bhey would reburn o their umit that night
%&ﬁ wouzld return te § {ompany the follewing morning, ¥ foms
pany reperted thadt 1% had recelved gsrders from General Barton
that there woulid bs ne rebrograds movement; that it had pes
soived ne somtrary orders; thet they had killed 150 Germansy
that they would therefore stay and kill some more. |

, 1se .



- ﬁn the mﬁ?ﬁiﬁg ef the lgtﬁ, %an&s agax? rea%ke@
B Ggmpaay in Eeh%eruae&; Thay %eiped ¥eaan&ezz§a®e iﬁs
pﬁaz%iaae anﬁ the ﬁﬁmﬂaﬂy wag gaa% gaiag (1) taka g&mg %aaga
anﬁ,see if thay aoalg }@ca*e tke iﬁgﬁﬁ maah&aa gua saa%;aﬁ,
when %&s ﬁaakers agparsaﬁiy ?eeﬁxvaﬁ & Ball B9 reburn 4o thols
own area autsiée of @ha %awn¢ Gasuslties wére svecuated with
%ﬁe %aﬁkﬁs
[§x$@# %éiﬁhﬁ time the task foroe had moved inte
,ﬁehﬁﬁraaﬁ&g %a%ﬁa&iﬁﬁ had ressived bthe iﬁ%ﬁgaé%&@ﬁé*%ka@
_E Gompany ﬁa%h&ra@@ %ﬁa Eé%%&iiéﬁ'éﬁ@m&ﬁ@@?’ﬁa& reseived no
informetion to the ﬁfféﬁ% that %hﬁg task foroe &ad'ﬁt&e;3~%§
-1&&?@ Eeh%&rnaﬁh -3 E G@mg&ny weuzé bave bsen eraevsd $0 iaava
with this %gnk unit. In th@ megg%imeﬁ German tanks moved inte
E@h%érnaéh'aaé aix.a t#mp%a to reaah E ﬁémyany faileds The
$~3 deeidsd ta ﬁéﬁé éﬂt an officer &o get the %aaks and bring
them back again. &ﬁ th@ efficer raced in e Joep from the
: faetary QP, a0 en@my @aak fired point bzank at the vahiaie
 bet the shot went walég The gﬁép ﬁ@é@ it safeiy through &
gauntlet of fire back t@rﬁ§n$&§rf;'
%hﬁﬁ% 2000 én the aigiﬁ 42 -the igﬁk of BDecesmbel,
E Conpeny was oondacbed by radic and direotesd to withdraw %o
¢ Gompany in amsli ami%sﬁv E fompany replied that i% wmas
impossible beeauss f the lask of comaunioations with all of
the defending small groups.
’ » 20w




-mzx was ﬁire@teé fw ?:iﬁ;ﬁ}‘&%? by 0200 &3 heavy o2 @;a.maf‘

f a&s mﬁﬁsa@a wae faiiy ﬁaa@§a o008 88 raﬁ%% a@mmg%ig,

were wa%y‘yae@ a% %&i% %a%aﬁ

' ‘ . ' .
. . s N

N

gariy a% %ha Eﬁ?ﬁiﬁg @“}%h% 2@%% a%@u% ﬁiﬁaa ah&

»enégaﬁratﬁaag @@aka fazi &@ 3¢h%®#ﬁ&§ﬁ a% 2200 aaﬁ eéﬁzf

4ud the %m wam ba Mmmﬁ at 3;\45553% g% is neh b

The . 3&&& maasa a *a%ea?a@ fyom B ﬁ%ﬁp%ﬁy was a%
1223 aaéagaé&vy &eaem%er 2053, %w gaid in gﬁﬁ@gtg f1rm

@ﬂ@aag gul %ﬁﬁ ?ﬁ%ﬁ“ﬁiﬁg %a 3§ﬁg ﬁaﬁ %@éﬂ ﬁ&é.ﬁﬁéﬁﬁZ'

'@rﬁe&&ss §ff9ﬁ$@?% was @?$¥§ i% wER sa&ly but ﬁ@?iﬁzﬁﬁly

@&ﬁa%lﬁﬁhaé ‘bhat B samgaagé %ﬁ tﬁa f&@a ex @ve?@hazmiﬁg

§é§$¢ ﬁﬁﬁ @@mpi%@gig sut af? £¥e& asg hap@ ot re&aﬁeraaﬁ%nﬁgt

'haé %ﬁ@n foroed B¢ surrendsr on Seoonber 20th, The bat- )

%aiiea B3 latav g&?a ﬁkis gyaskie aaa@ﬁat @3 the Qia&%

hours in Eaatarﬁaaas

&ﬁha %e&m&na g@yr@aﬁéﬁﬁ ﬁﬁ-%ﬁ%k Lomks
AR \ We- Tought Loz
fiva éaga and f@% &;g; » + had one Pas
. goocks and ons light maaﬁime gaﬁ ‘left: that
was ewur only suppbit. By the Lifth day we
had lost most of ocur men sad at absut o
otalock in the aftéermocn the Geramsnz forvded
the vost ef ¥s inke ens éagié;ng‘ He Sow
talled adbout 20 im sll. W fouzght that way
9@& about three nonrz mevre. Then the fermans
icsed iz Por the %3111 with Dotk *"&'fwa and
z&ﬁaﬁt ¥+ He wore lcssbted in the garsge aud
tanke wers firing éatg i% ?raﬁ.h@%h the fvsut
.apd the rears We suffered eight ovr ten .
cagualties in one blssks That sonvinged

=31e




. RRLLE ekt e b ks s ot e

Bt e s Tt et 4 e .okt e e s s .
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HasDi r&iﬁ Bor &ﬁ?ﬁé” and mysslf that ii
we s hopeless o fipght sms . 4 foy

ﬁg,wtﬂ‘v:1 Lve otslack on ‘the. af%exne 5
of 'ba 2;‘& we w@*e ?a? bo 8¢ s

we k.r.mmi m 19&@ tiw of their&s Ihem
- Bhey marehed mwe towsrd theiw lines, w¢
sounted &* least 350 dead Cermans.®?
ﬁﬁ the 2&%& the garmana abtacked atl &ay in. bokth
F aemp&ay’ﬁ and & “amy&a;*a L90borss G@mnanaﬁa & and ?‘ﬁa¥$
aréereé te withdraw f?sm &aatar%@rn;%@ she vieinity of.

E%ﬁh@l%ﬁﬁﬁ& Qemgaaggs,g-gaﬁ ?zﬁafé‘aﬁdétéﬂ e w

' yﬁgitﬁaﬁs sbout a mile ﬁ@@%§3éf Gonsdorls Both wist
=wera saaeeasfaily a&@gmg;lﬁhéé the night ef

Eﬁgamkers‘

v @&Gn the Zré Babttalisn aansﬁzia, cad 1t3 lines on
Bs@&mﬁ&r 423%, P vanany nagd only twenty-ona m$m§ & Company

had asareximataly ferty plﬁs ‘seventy m;; aty npoil 1;a, sipnal«s

- men, Gié?{% and @esgs waxrh wera sent ‘from division hesds

quarterss {gee m&g o)

Wwhen ¥ §émmamy moved into their ne ew positieon bew

tw@en ileﬁ and 9200 @ﬁ the marniag of Lﬁa»nwné 91 Decenber,

#

%hsy had no swaraaa*g a“ ﬁiaﬁkets and their foxholes R

%
&

2elf Pilled with sy was They held this gosid

: o
. Tsyem
1om I8E

three days and nights and ragﬁlﬁeé'sgvafal'é*-eﬁg eneny.

. atbasks. It snowsd during the alg W% of the 22ad and thie

20 Tolonel &e?dsn ¥s ashn&aa; giaiar sf waif%h Infan F2f'
ﬁegi&a&% in werié War IX, D Zﬁ&o S

L
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%sﬁgﬁxa@afa &?&g?&ﬁ wall b@&@w fgg@aéﬁg* It was aot wntil
the next m@faing that @varc@gas and §1&n&e§s were given
.@hamﬁA 9&?&&5 %héae %ﬁras‘wa £33 the te venty+one man sompany
168t $$?@E menw~pue killed, $hree gagaégﬁ and three frozene
The iasg soncentreted atiuck in the buttniion
&@%?ﬁk wags made oz the Blad of
enemy atitacked the lime im the
,§@£§&%$?$ held their five whils %sey gounted 14€ Germang ade
@aﬁéiag &é%@sg an epeny field. L@4 vhey some near, t@mkgs
Fank @%étrager&§‘eﬁgia@efsa sné iﬂf&ﬁ%ﬁﬁv@pﬁawﬁ £&rﬁg Guly
%kseé_é&raaﬁs sreuled aways Thorg %e?@ i&g.eaaaﬁeé deatne |
& murderous slsughbery bue lone Q%raaa surrendered.

The 2nd Eﬁﬁ@%il%@ 12%h Infantiy Regiment was ree

lieved ia its s@ﬁaﬁy &@&a%-iﬁ%gﬁ Desenber 9&%%; &%&&e

ia @ﬁﬁé?&lg this bage ali@m played an zmﬁarﬁaﬁﬁ

rele in k@lﬁi@g ﬁh@ south h&aiégv of the grest German

'@@&at¢r& f&ﬁsi?$¢ Eke fu&l %?ﬁ&ﬁﬁ of the 2i8th ?@;&sg?ﬁaaéiﬁy

pivision waa @k?@ﬁﬁ iut L6 »aza ettack sgainst this batt tealione
'Tﬁe &sggeé é&@@tﬁaﬁ&%kﬁﬁ ef this upit and the reinforaing
undts %@'&§$‘ tha %&aé»ﬁa% srd %%Q.é@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%iﬁg ferrain within
@%g ﬁﬁ%%@?ﬂﬁé?@ﬁ many miles iér our troops en thelr subsee
i.gae&» dgounderibiack ﬁ@ the nerth. Tur Lroops tsf&éaﬁ,%ﬁ be
:§&n§3wstriakea Ey mess 1&%&1%?a@a@ﬁ of Germsn ﬁaté&ziﬁa§ as
ée&a inte our lzﬁe& as five xiiamﬁter*Q' Eai%a‘heiﬁ g?@ﬁﬁﬁ

@2%&

e g e v e an v
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Raagag i@aﬁsﬁaaas A?my & §avy ?ua}ishiae g@ms 3@%@¢
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Ragimgnt 4n Forld ﬁa? Egﬁ
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