i

| Al 75 U
AFTIL. aCTIOX ESSCRT
51ST ARID IFF. B.TT.LICK

4LTH ARHORED DIVISICL

. &.’—4\“_\.

» . . SO
b ;

K ¢ R L E ST, . .

s .

T e e AT
B e, o - ¥ N '
¢ ¥
’"‘ggirazev’ B
e

THIS DCCULALT IS Tip PRCPERTY CF »+13 SECULD B WETULD TC s

Ty CLASSIFIAL DOCIL T SECTION, INTHLLIGRLCE LIVISICH, S-2,

W

BUILDING T-5,(T-1762)

N




T W TR .
’ | ,,
, . R .,
v
' r.
) ' | |
x . - - B )
T | |
. * 1
| <
| .
. N
.. ! |
) R \
.
\
| .
'
.
-
B 7 - »
. 4 i
2
- . v ;
. : , ,
- . ,
. * ’ , \ .
. -
/ R .
. - - .
, -
B
. ' ) ’ .A
-

’ : ‘
. = : ’
| | .
- . .
& B
- B ) ) v :
- -
. .
_ - B
\\\ u
o -~

- S

87 LTV TS




1
I

P oy

re

P

-t



"’,'*} (™ A“‘ ° ] 2
( , _ SN L)
HEADQUARTZRS FIFTY FIRST ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION |[ ™tals .
‘ APO 254, U.S. Ar Date /g [
25 Qetober 1944
SUBJECTs Operations. ' R t
TOs Commanding General, 4th Armored Division, APO 254, U.S. Army.

At 2330, on Sunday, 16 July 1944, word was received that this unit would be
ready to move to the front lines by 0900 the next day to replaee the Fourth In.fntry
Division.

Field Order #l, Headquarters Fourth Armared Division,,was received to cover
the movement. The Division was assigned to the VIII Corps, lst Army. The battaliem .
moved out at 1100, on 17 July 1944, as part of Combat Command "B"™ which was im the
lead. And the 5lst led the column, with the third platoon of Campany "B" as the
. pointe The unit moved through 8%e Colombe, Orglandes, Etrenville, Appeville,
Boupte, and went into an assembly area one-half mile East of Blehou. The trip.was
" approximately forty miles. AR

Late in the evening on 18 July 1944, word was received that the 53rd Armored
Infantry Battalion was being attacked in its positions in the fromt lime, and the
battalion was alerted to move to help them. At 2315, the unit moved out hastily
and up to a pesition one mile west of Sainteny. There was a great deal ef somfusien
and members of the 53rd were ceming to the rear and telling stories about ‘¥helr
unit being wiped out. Company "B" moved up to support the 10th Armered Infamtry
Battalion, which was taking over the 53rd positions. Co "A" followed Ce "BYV'bat

Y was later ordered tc come back in reserve. Co "C" remained in pesition In raorvo.
' Co "B" remained in support of the 10th, Casualties were evidently heavy im the §3rd
‘ and 10th, but this unit was in the rear and was not subjeoted to much fire. 8till
the men were frightened after hearing the weird tales from soldiers rofau'ning to the
rear from the other two infantry battalions.

PR TRr X

On 19 July 1944, Co "B" moved into a defensive position behind Ce A", 10th
, Arnd Inf m. at 0530, Then they were ordered-to move back to proteoct the left flank
i and rear. -_About noon, Co "B" returned to the original position. 1 this toock

i place under heavy shelling. They remained in support of €o "A",  A¥md Inf Bae
a0 At 1830, Co "A" was alerted and moved up on foot at 1900 to take up a positiom de= .
hind Co "B". o

! At 0100, on Thursday, 20 July 1944, Co "B" relieved Co "A" of tho 10th on the
front line., There was continued shelling in their area. The enemy put down a

i+, heavy barrage about 1840 and ocontinued it during the entire night. :The enemy coumter-
i % attacked and, although Co "B"™ and Co "A" suffered heavy o tiq. fﬂmy held their

' positions, and the counter-attack was rephlsed. The lst pTatoon ‘of Co "A" and ene
squad of the 2nd platoon moved forward to fill in Co "B's®™ areme At the battaliem 4
CP, thers were wild rumors coming back, with exaggerated reperts of easualties suf=-%.
ferad. There was a great deal of confusion at the Cp. . A lery fired shor
because the Artillery Commamder had heard a repert from 4 cal soldier th
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had withdrawn. Thus, a ocarrage landed in our own front lines. There were nany

stragglers, too. One soldier returmed to the Battalion CP and Zave a clear pice
ture of the situation. He reported that the companies were receiving heavy fire
and suffering casualties, but the situation was not desperate, and the companies
would remain in their positions despite everything, The assault zuns and mortars
fired for the first time, and the Reconnaissance Platoon moved forward and reine
forced the front lines. The drivers and snti-tank platoon of Co "A" moved in to
protect the resr and flamks of their company, and the Reconnaissance Platoon of

the 704th Tank Des Bn also went into the front, Every available man was
l ‘defense around the CPp. There was a total of 134 casmlties

established ]
in the battaliew,

On Friday, 21 July 1944, the big comcern of the early morning hours was to
evacuate the casualties and to supply the front-line companies, There was a light
sl»1ling during the morning, Co "C" was alerted to relieve "A" and "B" and moved
into position. Co "C" completed its relief by 2200. The 83rd Division was on the
left flamk and was contaoted. The 90th Division was on the right flank of the 10th
aref. ’ .

- On Saturday, 22 July 1944, Co "g" spent a comparatively quiet night at the
front bpt used the time in improving positions prepared by "A" and "B". The latter
oompsnies had a chance to reorganize. Co "A" and Co "B" moved farward on foot to
be able to suppert "C" in case of another attack. The Rattalion CP changed position
to one mile southwest of Sainteny at 1245. There was 1ittle enemy activity all day.
Co "A" moved into position on the left of "C" and contacted the 329th Infantry Regi=
ment of the 83rd Infantry Division. Patrols were sent out by "C". Salvage was ‘
gathered out of materiel left by units in position before us,

On Sunday, 23 July 1944, the men had their first view of air support attacking
enemy installations to the immediate front. Positions remained statio, There was
slight intermittent shelling and sniper fire on "¢" and patrols were sent out to
deal with them and to maintain contact with units on the flanks,.

Monday, 24 July 1944, was the quietest day since arrival in this sector. Co
"A" was disturbed during the night and feared an attempted enemy counter-attack,
but it did not develop. Out artillery was active.

At 0230, on Tuesday, 25 July 1944, there was sniper fire in Co "B's" area,
The men were all turilled by a spectacular array of bombers which passed overhead
and bombed enemy installations to the front from 0930 to 1100. There were hundreds
of planes that could be seen. News was received that a big push was about to begin,
The first replacements, one officer and sixty-six enlisted men, were received.

- German propaganda leaflets were dropped in Co "C's" area.

On Wednesday, 26 July 1944, a terrific concentration of our artillery was laid
down on the enemy. It was the biggest barrage seen by the unit up until this time.
Co "C" reported hearing enemy vericles moving between 0200 and 0300, Some enemy
artillery was received, but it was light. At 1300, Co "A" discovered its left .
flank was exposed when a patrol failed to find the 329th Infantry there. The company
established its own security there.

From 0001 to 0100, on Thuréday, 27 July 1944, therec was a heavy enemy barragg
in the battalion area. It was believed that the erany infantry was withdrawing
along the entire Corps front. Orders were expected at any moment for the unit to
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advance. Lt Col i, L.u. and a patrol from Co "C" were the first Allied troops to
enter the town of Raids.

At 0300, on Friday, 28 July 1944, the Commanding Offi‘cer issued warning orders

) for the battalion to be ready to move at 0800 as part of CC"A". The battalion did
not move. Thirty~three replacements were received during the day. At 1900, the

R unit was put under command of GG"B". The battalion finally mored out at 1900, after
waiting for most of the day for other units of the Division to clear the IP. The
unit was far back in column as part of BC™B", which followed CC"A". Battalion
Headquarters passed through Raids at 1952, Periers at 2009, St Sauveur Lendelin at
2030, and halted on the road outside of Coutances from 2055 to 2130. The unit con=-
; tinued through Montuchon at 2155 and pulled into bivouac one mile North East of
.~ Coutancesat 2205, (Co "A" went into position in support of the 53rd Armd Inf Bn
.~ on the south side of the town. The distance of the march was fourteen miles,

On Saturday, 29 July 1944, the battalion r.oved forward at 1315, passed throuch
Coutancesat 1318 and proceeded southeast and moved into bivouac one 7ile nor<h of
Lengronne ~ a distance of fifteen miles. INany prisoners being sent to the rear were
passed along the road. The battalion closed into bivousc at 2330.

On Sunday, 30 July 1944, Co "g" captured two officers and nineteen enlisted
German prisoners early in the morning. They were members of the 942nd Grenadier
Regiment. The battalion left she bivouac area at 1130, passed through Lengronne,
Ver, and halted 1} miles south of the town, where Co "B" rak into light eremy
resistance at Loiretel. An enemy delaying action caught the company on a narrow
road. Attempts of enemy tanks to move in were frustrated by fire from the antie
tank guns, which knocked out one tank. The enemy seemed to retire but opened fire
on Co "B" with anti-tenk guns and Ap ammunition, inflicting heavy losses in personnel.,
There were two encxy bunis destroyed, with four or five more probably destroyed,
Six battalion vehicles were damaged. The battglion went into biwouac near Ver,
Twenty prisoners were taken during the day. The battalion lost fifty-two men,

On Monday, 31 July 1944, the battalion left the bivouac at 0900, with the obe
Jeotive of moving to an area south of Avranches, Movement was slow, with long
halts in the column, Destroyed enemy vehicles all along the route showed the
effectiveness of the Air Corps. The route of march was through La Blanchmiere,
La Meurdiquiere, Blauchamp, La Mouche, and Pte Coquerie. The battalion went into
an an assembly area three miles northeast of Avranches after a long wait along the
. road for orders. Xany prisoners were captured = more than 150. At 1700, orders

were received to move out to the vicinity of Tirepied and to contact the 8th Tank
Battalion, which was being attacked. Co "C" sent a platoon to help the 22nd Armd
FA Bn, which was also being attacked. The battalion reached its objective nearth
of Tirepied at 2300, and contacted the tanks., A platoon of Co "a" outposted the

tank area. So many prisoners were captured that many were sent to the rear by them=
selves. -3

On Tuesday, 1 August 1944, the third platoon of Co MW, outposting the tanks,

~ spent most of the night engaged with small enemy forces, and captured one German
officer and fifteen men. The battalion moved out at 1000, with Co ™A™ in the lead.
The mission was to secure and hold the crossroads and bridge at Montvironm. Upon

- reaching the objective, at 1430, co ™" outposted the area, and the 3rd platoon was
fired upon by enany tanks. The AT squad knocked out the first tanke The 3rd platoen
. command halfetrack was set on fire. The attached platoon of Tp's engaged the enemy

.
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tanks, slong with the Co "A" AT platoon, Meanwhile, Co "B", moving imto a nearby
assembly area on hizh ground off the road, lost three half=tracks from "88" fire,
and moved into another area hutily. One enemy tank tried to outrum our guns and
overran a Medioal Detachment péep as it rounded a corners The tank was stopped . ¥
later. By 1640, all enemy resistance was overcome. A total of four eneny tanks . &
and two personnel carriers was destroyed = all by fire from the sttached w:,—mm-m e §
exoept for the one tank knocked out by aa "A" Co AT gun. A

The detail of the Reconnsissance Platoon, the Adjutant, and Buttdtﬁ iorgm\-
Major, which had been sent out the day befare to evacuate prisomers, rFewurned, ey
had been through Avranches,’ contacted the 63rd Armd Inf Bn, were out off, ooul dntt” "
find the battalion and started back this morning, On the way, the group, consisting '
of two offiocers and twenty-one men, oeptured more tham two hundred ememy, oemprising
the remmants of the German 896th Fleld Artillery Battaliom, im a stromg=poiat at
. Tirepied, Three soldiers from the 3rd Armored Division, in the hamnds of the Geramms,
were recaptured, along with fifteen German prisoners, by Co "1" and Co "B" during
the day. There were a few known enemy dead.

At 1700, three Germn planos flew overhead very close to the ground but did
not attack. The battalion left at 1930 to move to Ducey to join the Reserve Com~
mand. Upon arrival at 2330, the head of the column halted at the towm, pulled off
to the side of the roed, and waited further orders.

During the night of 2 August, there was a great deal of enemy air aetivity a
short distance away. Planes were attacking another column, and the sky was lit wp
with flares and tracers. At 0230, the column moved into bivouac areas off the road
while waiting for further orders. Early the next morming the battalion moved out,
with CGo "C" in the leads The march was thirty~two miles from Ducey to am assembly
area just south of St Aubin-dtAubigne, arriving at 1400, The population al omg the
way lined the streets, oheerod, and passed out bottles of wine and cognac to the
vehiocles,

On 3 Lugust 1944, the battalion reverted to CC"B", which was given the nis::lon
of blocking the Drittany Peninsula. The colunm moved along and was supposed to be
divided into three task forces to take and defend the towns of Derval, St Vincent,
and Chateaubriant. The column moved through St Germain, Vignooc, Bedee, and reached
Phelan-le~Grand at 1430, where a road block was encountered. .Co “G*, which was at 1
the head of the column, reduced the W ock, and a small group of enemy armed with
machine guns. We passed through Guer at 1700, after meeting resistance there, tooe
Bvidently the enemy was attempting to delay our advance by establishimg small
strongpoints at each town alomg the route. We passed through Careatoir at 1825.
Along the route, warning came back along the colum by radio to beware of mines
slong the shoulders of the roads The battalion reached Derval by midnight. There
was a change in oruers at first but the orders were changed again to the origimally~
planned three task force set-up.

On Friday, 4 August 1944, a task force consisting of Co “B"™ and other unmits,
under Major Alanis established a strong=point at Derval amid the exeited populace,
whioch suddenly became aware of its freedom as this umit came upon them in the mide
dle of the morning. Church bells began to ring, as they had done all aloag the
8l=mile march to this destination, and the people had to be quieted down. 0o "A",
as part of another task force, was supposed to drop out al ong the way at St Vincent
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but ot lost and continued on to Chateaubriant, with the task force consisting of
Hg, Hq Co and Co "C", under the command of Lt Col Maybach, There was a great deal
of confusion in Chateaubriant as it grew light. The 696th Armd FA Bn was also in f
town, But eventually things were straightened out, and units went to their correct 8
assembly areas. Hj & Wo Co remained in Chateaubriant, looking for the remainder of .
the task force, whicn was south of town. Before getting out, the maintenance i
section of Hq Co shot up four enemy ammunition trucks which were coming into the i
town at first light and blew them up. Finally, the Hq Section rejoined the remain=~
der of the force on a ridge south of the town, The men dug in and prepared to

meet enemy coming from the front and rear. It was believed that enemy troops would
be moving south from Rennes, which had been taken, and would thus fall into the hands
of the column at one of the three points. During the morning, a few enemy vehicles"
and personnel started to come along the roads which were well covered by our men,

and they were fired upon. Prisoners and enemy wounded were coming in, amd various
elenents were in contact with enemy forces. At approximately 1300, an order ocsme

for the unit to move out at once and to assemble for & new mission. The other two
task forces remained in position, but the one at Chateaubriant had to break conkact
and pulled out at 1345 and went into an assembly area one mile southwest of LeJarrier,
where it remained overnight. .Co . "g" still remained at St Vincent with the 8th Tank
Rattdlion, and Co "B" remained at Derval. The total number of prisoners captured

today and yesterday was 72,

[ 4

On & August 1944, the entire battalion moved in the morning to reassemble in
the vicinity of Redon and to secure crossings of the river there. Bn Ha, Hq Co
and Co "C" moved at 0825 through Derval, Guemene-Penfao, and went into an assembly
area in the vicinity of Messac. Co "A" and Co "g" rejoined the battalion there. ?
There was a change in mission at 2200, and word was received that CC"B"™, of which 1
this battalion was a part, was to move west into the Brest Peninsula and to seigze ‘
and secure the city of Lorient. The battalion remained in assembly overnight and

prepared for a long march,

On 6 August 1944, Co "C" lead CC"B" and moved out at 0445. The route was .
le Grand Fougeray, Messac, Carentoir, Malestroit, St Jean=Brevelay, and Baud, The :
battalion and other companies bivouacked in the vicinity of Baud, while Qo "g"
went through the town and outposted the other side of it. Word was received that
the commander of the garrison at Lorient was willing to surrender and that arrange=
ments were being made with him. There was.no oontaot with enemy troops during the

dayo

On Monday, 7 August 1944, the battalion pulled out at 0600. The ocolumn passed
throuch Plouay, Arzano, and Pont-Scorff. Co:"C" met heavy enemy resistance in
moving toward Queven and was ardered to secure and hold the high ground overl ooking
Lorient and establish outposts. Co "B" and Go "C" moved out on foot to take up
their positions one mile southeust of Queven. .

' Co "A" moved into an assembly area scuth of Pont-Scorff as local protectiom
for CC"B". And shortly after moving into position, the entire field in whioh CGC®*B"
and Co "A" were assembled was ‘subjected to a terrifio shelling by mortars. and
artillery from the east before they had & chance to dig in. Evidently, there was an
OP overlookin; the field because the fire was well directed. The barrage killed
seven, one of whom was the ocampany cammander,' wounded 91, and destroyed four halfe-
traocks and two peeps. Finally, the OP and some of the enemy guns were knooked oute.
The company was completely disorganizeq, and the mem had spread out in all direoti ons.
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fho two remalning officers, attempted to reorganize the company in a field on the

southern edge of town. The only part of the campany left intaot was the 1st platoon,
which remained behind as rear guard for the oombat command. . The men from Co "A"
- were badly shaken up after their fierce shelling. ,

Co "A" moved in behind the battaliom CP, which was located one niilo north of
Queven, for the nights Go "B" and Co "t¥, on the line, were receiving heavy shell
fire and light esmall arms fire. Enemy patrols were aotive in the area. While dige

ging in on the ridge, Co "B® watched two large German patrols pass by on the road
to their front, but the Germans did not notice them.

There were estimates of large forces of enemy troops in and around Lorient,
and evidently the Germsns were prepared to hold out. They were firing heavy artile
lery, beljeved to be same comstal batteries, and continued to keep the entire area
under shell fire. All pérsonnel of Hy and Hq Co, except for a few to remain at the
vehicles, were alerted to move on foot and occupy a position on the line that night,
but it was later decided to remain there for the night,.

IS A patrol from the lst platoon of Co "C" was sent out at night to establish en
¥  outpost further to the front, where more of the terrain could be observed. Contact
- with them'was lost. Hq Co lost two M-8 assault cuns from shell fire.

On 8 August 1944, the CP personnel, minus the Adjutant and a group of mem to
furnish personnel for the radios and the defense of the area, moved up at 0700 to
take up a position between Co "B" and Co "C" on the line as a forward CP. Co "“A"
remained in the rear as the battalion reserve.

: A report was received that the Co "C" patrol had contacted Co "B" and had set
up defensive positions near Co "B". All fronte~line elements continued to receive
‘heavy shell fire during the day. :

8everal patrols were sent out by Co "B" to attempt to locate enemy gun emplace=-
ments. One of them ran into a three man German patrol and killed all three.

0m 9 August 1944, the day was filled with the same type of activity; remaining
'in position under shell fire and patrolling to the fronte A group of FFI men joined
the battalion at the front. Orders were received to take the camouflage nets off
after dark and to be ready to move early the next morming to positions northeast
‘of Pont=Scorff. A total of 14 prisoners was taken.

On 10 pugust 1944, in the early morning, under cover of darkness, the battalion
moved back beginning at approximately 0200, The battalion CP moved into ani' area
3/4 mile northeast of Pont-Scorff, with outposts ahead of the roade There ' as inter=
mittent shelling, but things quieted down, and aside from normal patrolling by the
line oampanies, things were quiet,

on 11 August 1944, the day was rather quiet. The men continued to clean up
and to take care of their weapons and equipment. Our mission was to contain the
troops in the vicinity of Lorient for the present. The 2nd and 3rd platoons of
Co "A" were on outpost, and the lst platoon was used as a roving patrol between
them. Word was received that one of the outposts was being attacked by thirty
Germans, and the remainder of the 2nd platoon was sent up to investigate, but it
was only nine men who were walking up on the outpost without seeing ite. A machinee _
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gunner had his gun train.d on them and a men from behind rired his rifle, warning

the Germens and they got away. The other companies also sent out patrols. All

. patrols were on a planned schedule so that activity was constant in patrolling,

© . from our front lines to the vicinity of Queven. At 1845, friendly planes dropped
propaganda leaflets on the enemy, but some dropped in the vicinity of the battalion
CP. Twenty-tir ee replacements were received.

On 12 August 1944, a Co ™B" patrol was out all night on patrol, and returned
at 0600. A Co “i" patrol, which went out next, was cut off by the enemy and had
to fight its way back. Lt Plumley, in command, employed marching fire, and returned
through the enemy with a minimum of casualties incurred. Evidently, both enemy
and friendly forces were camtent to hold what they had, and most of the activity
consisted of patrolling. Co "C's" patrol, semt out.in the early afternoon, contacted
the enemy, too, and returned at 1830. Casuplties were twenty-three, and thirteen
prisoners were captured. [

on 13 August 1944, the enemy shelled Co "C's" area all during theearly morninge.
Patrols encountered no enemy resistance. It was a very quiet day. There was only
one casualty, but three prisoners were capturede.

On 14 August 1944, word was rec:ived early in the morning that the entire
division was to be relieved by the 6th Armd Div, which was on its way down from the
Brest area. The day was spent in preparing for the move. A quartering party from
the 44th Armd Inf Bn arrived about noon. They relieved our unity by placing the
equivalent of theirs in the same position. They also took over the telephone com=
munication system, which consisted of a total of twemty-eight miles of wire, laid
by our commnication section.

The order {‘)Q; the relief stated that the 4th Armd Div was relieved from assigne-
ment to VIII Corps and reverted.to Third Army in the vicinity of St Calais. As the
organizations of the battalion were relieved, they moved towards assembly areas in

s the vicinity of Baud. The entire battalion went into bivouac in an area five miles
«i east of Baud. : :

On Tuesday, 15 August 1944, the battalion closed into the area by early morning.
Bn Hy left the bivouac area at 1007 at the head of the main body of CC"B®. Co "B"
was in the advance quard. The towns passed through en route weres Locmine 1045,
" Bignan 1102, St Jean Brevelay 1118, Plumelec 1137, Serent 1206, Malestroit 1342,
Raffiac 1351, La Gacilly 1411, Sixt 1418, Pipriac 1448, Guipry 1502, Messac
- 1609, Bain de Bretagne 1523, Teillay 1603, Chateaubriant 1640, Soudan 1658, Pouance
1719, Vergohmes 1735. The oolunm halted at 1830 for two hours for supper, gassing
ol v_ehiolco, and rest. The columm started moving again at 2030. The route was
Begre 2050 and Andigne 2123, The Sarthe River could not be crossed, as originally
planned, at Chateauneuf-sur-Serthe, and the column swung north and orossed at
Sable, at npproximately midnight, . P

On 16 August 1944, the column comtinued to move through Villaines-sur-Malicorme,
_ after a long halt near Sable because of a mix-up in the column. Some units had taken
the wrong road a8 a result of the change in route. Verron was: passed through at
‘0805, LaFleche at 0818, Clermont«Creans at 0830, Pringe at 0851, Luche at 0925, le
Lude at 1003, chatoau-la-Vallioro at 1053, Reaumont~la-Ronce at 1213, and Chateau~

© Remault at 1325. The battalion moved into assemdly area at Villothiou at 1400. All
units were bivouacked near a small stream, and the men had an opportumity to rest
and clean up. Everybody was tired. The march had been approximately 230 miles.
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On 17 August 1944, v.e battalion was prepared to move on call, but there were
no definite orders for the futurs, and the men had the onportunity to take care of
their personal things. S$mall ~uards were maintained, and there was a great deal of
opportunity for rest. Sixty-seven replacements.were received.

On 18 and 19 August 1944, the battalion remained in the same area.

On 20 August 1944, the battalion remained in the same area, Orders were received
to be prepared to move out the next day.

On 21 August 1944, the battalion started to move as.part of CG"B". Co "A" was
in the advance guard and left at 0730. The route of march was Vendome at 0845,
Coulommiers at 0905, Quoques at 1003, St Leonard at 1830, La Columbe at 1110,
Binas at 1213, Ouzouer-le-Marche at 1225, Charsonville at 1405, Saran at 1703,
Trainou at 2010, Sully at 2025, Ingranne at 2034, Nibella at 20568, Boisoconm at 2110,
Juranville at 2150, and Lorcy at 2330. The battalion pulled into bivouac one half
mile northeast of Lorcy at 2350. The distance of march was ninety=eight miles,
an? no resistance was met. .

On 22 Auzust 1944, Co "A" was the advance guard for CC"B". The ocompany was
8upported by a platoon of TD's, the assault run and mortar platoons. The column's
mission was to oross the Loing River at Souppes and to come down and take the town
of Montargis, The route was; Sceaux at 1205, Chateau-Landon at 1308, Souppes at
1330, Fonteneilles at 1336, Chaintreaux at 1358, Egreville at 1421, Jorey at 1515,
and BErvauville at 1615, At this point, the column split and the &st, with the
179th FA Bn, a 155 howitzer battalion, Battery "A" of the 22nd FA Bn, and a platoon
of TD's, Ensineers, and Cavalry, attached, moved toward Montargis. The column
passed throurh Merinville at 1635 and La Selle-sur-LeBied at 1730, Coming through
the ¥orest of Montargis, Co "A", as advance guard, was fired on me ar Paucourt. All
elements pulled off the road. Co "B" was sent to support Co "A". The situation
Bseemed dangerous because the battalion was deep in a forest. There was some heavy
fi~hting during the evening, Qur artillery and the mortar platoon laid down a

heavy barrage on the enemy. The column had travelled a total of forty=two miles for

the day. Seventy-five replacements were received, including one officer. Twenty=
eight prisoners were taken. Co "A" and Co "B" maneuvered into position to be pre=-
pared to attack in the morning,

Cn Wednesday, 23 August 1944, in the morning, elements of Co "B" oleaned out
some houses in town, and Go "A" sent a patrol through the town. Prisoners captured
were from the 338th Infantry Division, the 757th and 758th Grenadier Regiments amd
the 338th Artillery Regiment. Prisoners stated that they had marched 150 kilometers
to reach the area. The colum stdrted moving at 1530, as soon a8 it had been deters
mined that the town was clear. While on the road, word was received over the radio
that Paris had fallen. Dead Germans were strewn all over the town of Paucourt,

The column moved on to the vicinity of Montargis. Word was received that the 35th
Infantry Division had dntered the town from the other side and was now holding it.
The enemy was withdrawing to the east and southeast. The battalion bivouscked
north of Montargis and the battalion CP was estal ished in the Montargis Stadium,
A total .of 250 prisoners were taken. Most of them were captured in the Forest of
Montargis by a platoon of Co "G", which was rear guard for the column. They were
assisted by the tanks. A great many enemy were killed, too. Orders were received
for the battalion to be ready to move the next day.

-8-
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On 24 fugust 1944, '.. 0900, the 51st and its attache 4Mits moved out with a

missior of thking Ferrieres, cleaning up the town and continuing on to Bazoches,
The 177th FA Gp, with the 253rd FA Bn, joined the column, and the 179th and A/?Z
were put under the group. Bn Hy left at 0930, passed through Paucourt at 0953,
Griselles at 1030, and halted on the road outside of Ferrieres, where some enemy
resistance wa< met and overcame by Co "B". At 1300, the column continued on,
moving throuzh Tignon at 1350, Bazoches-sur-leBetz was entered at 1418 without
meeting any resistances The 5lst, minus Co "A", A/704, minus a platoon, and the
253rd minus a battery, remained in Bazoches. A task force consisting of Co "A"™,

‘ a vlatoon of A/704, and a battery of the 253rd moved to take and hold Cheroy.

: The onemy had withdrawn without fighting, and there was no encounter as this task

‘ Torce entered the towne The two towns were outposted for the night. No casualties

{ were sufered. Twenty-seven prisoners were taken that day. '

At 0824, on 25 Auust 1944, the battalion and attached units moved to take the
town of St Florentin. Co "C" was detached to join a task force with the 8th Tank
Battalion., The route of the Battalion was through Jouy at 0835, Cheroy at 0915,
where the separate task forces merged, St Valerien at 0938, Sens at 1030, Msloye=
‘ lo-Potit at 1110, Le Petit-Villiers at 1130, and Vaumont at 1145. At that point,

it was learnad that St Floremtin had already been taken, and the new objective was
Auxon. The column started movin~ acain at 123C, passing through Cerisiere at
1235, Arces at 1328, Vachy at 1342, Champlost at 14 .2, Sogmery at 1457, and Eaux-
Puiseaux at 1742. The column clos=d in bivouac area on the east e'dze of the town
at 1745, 4inother ¢oa.wul had alread” tuken Auxon. Co "C" rode up vn the tanks in
their column. The battaulion went into position around the town of Eaux-Puiseaux,
o and Co "A" and Co "2" outposted the town. Jo "C" remained with the 8th Tank Bn,
L east of Auxon, The batsalion dug in a2nd awaited orders., ‘ :
| During the early zorning of 26 August 1944, a Jerman transport crashed in the
3 vicinity. The 3rd platoon of Co "3" was sent out to establish an outpost south of
"t ~ Auxon. An urrent call was recsived 2% GC"R" that a Cavalry Group screening to
the south was being attacked. A task force was quickly cotten tozether from the
[ tanks, Co "C", and includins the 3rd olatoon of Co "B", and went to their aid.
f

At 1000, 27 au-ust 1944, the task force returned from Cerisey, reporting
that the enemy h.d fallen back by the time they arrived. It was generally a quiet
! day. The batbtalion was nrepared to move at a moment's nctice, but there were
| still no definitz orders,

Cn 28 August 1941, the battalion moved out as part of CC"B" at 1220. Co "G"
i was Still sttached to the 8th Tank Battalion. Our objective was Piney. The route
was throu h duxon at 1242, Chamoy at 1252, Le Cheminot at 1320, Villery at 1307,
Bovilly at 1315, Chevilelle at 1330, St “ermain at 1335, St Andre at 1363, Troyes
from 1311 to 1409, where we crossed the Seine River, Crenery at 1418, Belle-Epime
at 1441, »nd Pine u% 1512, Pe moved into bivouac south -of Piney at 1545. The
march was uneventful, but destroyed lerman vehicles were strewn all along the .
road, Jo "C" conzinued to ride on the tarnks and 1oved into an assembly area West
of Finsy. Int=lli-ence information revealed zreat numbers of enemy in the vicinity.
Co "A" mmd Co """ established stron~ outposts around the town. There were no
ensar~ents vith the ~remy,

? : On 28 Aujust Lo:x, che catire battalion was awakened at 0500 in case of an
eneny attack, but nothin: jeveloped. It was reported that the 15th Panzer Divisiom
was movin-s towards as in two columns. Co "C" reverted to battalion control and

i “ )4 |
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1 men at th, Fattelion Cp were dui ir to
- . EVIdently. the precsure of an eremy
~ The liaigon Planes ang other sources of inforrutfon reosorted pn
N "neny in the immcdiate vicini ty,

I ment. Our rigsion was to clear out the larze woods t, the zouth of Piney., zn gq
pulled out gt 0700 and arrived at Siraudot at 0820, where the battalion went into
assembly, The line Sompani eg dismounted, and aftaer gy artillery tarruge on the
forest, moved through in ap effort to drive out ap 2remy force of ahout 8i x~hundred

B"ienne-i.-Vieille at 1928, ang pulled into bivouac arep two miles South of Srienne=
le~Chatemu ot 1940, Distance of the march wag twenty-nine miles, } ews Was rgcefved
that the enemy might attempt to Fun an armoreq train along the railroad nearby, ung
the tracks were mined,

On 31 Aurust 1944, the battalion moveg out at 0806 anq Passed throush the fol=
lowing townsy; g Rothiere at 0805, Petit-Mesni] at 012, Chaumesni 1 at 08le, La
Chaise at 0 Soulaines at 091s, Tremilly at 0830, Nully at 0935, Blumerly at
~aux-Chenes gt 1038, Doulevaint-le4Chateau at 1127, Charms-en-l'Angle
Mathons gt 1410, Nomecourt at 1422, where the column
Supposed to cross the Xarne River, but it Was reparted that
€8 were out in the Vidnity of Chatonrupt. Co "A" went ahead ang Secured
8 while the engineers repaireq the bridge. Co "B" moved to da neax and
- that town and the towns of Averanville and Villiers, with g rlatoon each,

der of the battalion halted alongz the roagq until 1745, when it went into
Y area just northeast of Sommancourt, At this point, the battalion

e route of the 518t in the lagt war, There were no Casudlties, byt
Prisoners were captured along the way. The battalion remained in posi=-

For theg Battalion Comnanderg

t ) 6
4 PHIINF DORF,

1st Lo, Ast Armd Inf Bn,
Adjutant,
. 4 Incls: ~
"~ Incl # 1 ~ Memo re: Loss of 5-2 Journals
Inel # 2 - llemo re: Logg of 5-3 Journals
inel # 3 - 5-3 Journal, 23 Aug 1944 to 3L Aug 194,
Lel # 4 ~ opk Sheet Journa] > 19 Aug 1944 to 31 Aug 194,
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Commanding General, 4th Armared Division, AP0 254, U. Se Armye

MEMORANDUM;

TO ]

The 8=2 Journal prior to 19 August 1944 was destroyed and is not submitted

for that period of operations.

For the Battalion Commanderg
Y

7

! e C
“\FE 0 —
1st Lt, 51st Armd Yef Bn,
Adjutant.

A
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TEADOUART B v SRy ANTRY BA JALION
25 October 13544
MEMORANDUM:
TO 3 Commanding General, 4th Armored Division, APC 254, U, g, Arny,

l. §=-3 Journal was completely destroyed in actual combgt and is not avgjle

<, Message file was incomplete, and messares Femairing -ave po additiong]
information for this rhase of Operations, therefore, rone is subriitted,

For the Batialion Commanders

! }
< "4 ’ - ‘%"‘
PHILE; DCRF,

Ist Lt, dlst Armg inf pn,
Adjutant, .
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25 Qctober 1944

SU3JESTs  S=5 Journal ol Operations, from 23 August 1944 to 31 August 1244,

(V)

TO t Commanding General, 4th Armored Division, APO 254, U. Se Armye

23 Awusty Mission-Accomplished~ilontargis cleared of enemy. Bivouac 2
mie. Yo of town 32947 at 1700~ Moved on same route to new location (2847 at 2015.

24 Aucusty Loved out at 2015 contacted 320th Inf at Montargis 1050. Moving
NeDe on new missions Objective Cheroy. 1In assembly area at Bayachis located
G759,

25 Augusts I'oved oub and crossed IP at 0900 moving on to objective St
#lorentine Qrders changed at check point (13) to move to Auxon. Bivouac at

Baux-Puiseaux Y13642,

26 Augusty pn reported St Carisey. Task Force of Inf & Art to clear Carisey
repts clears Task Force returns to ¥140545,

[

27 August; Remained in bivouac at Eaux-Puiseaux & waiting orders.

28 Aususty 1235 Left Bivouac Eaux~Puiseaux Y136542 1;5100,000 Auxerre Map,
at 1235, Arrived assembly area South of Piney Y483787 MapsTroyes 1350,000 at
1620, Remainaed here un®%il 0730 30 August 1944,

22 Aucusty Remained in bivouac awaiting further orders. Se Pinsy Y483787
¥aps Troyes 1350,000.

30 Avgusty lMoved South toward Geroudot -0730 from 3ivouac Piney Y483787
Kapy Troyes 1450,000. Lission of 5lst AI Bny Clear area and forest East of line
Piney-Lusigny. Then move E. from Brienne with CC"B"., At 0830 moved into assem~
bly area 1/2 Km S¥ of Geroudot Y475734 MapsTroyes 1450,000, En fired upon in
wocds 1 Km S. of Assembly Area by artillery. Left assexbly Area 1630, Pro-
cesded 1 1/2 Km S. of Piney turned S.E. toward Vendevere. Arrived bivouac area
1900 Y 545784 3 Km SeE. Brienne-la-Vielle. Yo enemy activity,

31 Augusty Left hivouac area 0800 crossed IP Y675785 0830. No enemy activitye
15 minute halt Y870781 Map:s 13G 14100,000,(1000B) Bridge blown at river crossing
moved into tivouac area 2013937 Sheet 13G awaiting further orderse.

/ Ve
’ ~ , L~
HA.RR‘?, , ROCKAFBLLER ~
Capt, 51st Armd Inf Bn,
§-3

/B
Twel # 3




HEADUARTERS FIFTY FIRST ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION
APO 254, Us Se Army

28 Qotober 1944

SUBJECTs After Actiom Report,

TO 3 The Adjutant GQnoral. Washington, De Ce (through channels)

In compliance with AR 345-105, Change 3, the following after=actiom
report is sutmitted for the month of september, 1944.

Friday 1 September 1944.

Company "B" lead the Battalion aoross the Marne, moving from its assembly
area at 0315, The order of march for the Battalion was Company "BJ®a,"®HQ,""C,"
The route was Chatonrupt 0715, Autigny le Grand 0845, Autigny le Petit 0847,
& Carel 0852, LeVal D'Onse 0902, Effincourt 0932, Pancey 1005, Echenay 1036,
P 7illaime 1110 Cirfontaines 1200 Chassey 1214, Lumeville-en~Ornois 1220, Horville
: 1232, Gondrecourt 1246, erauvilllers 1326, Badonvilliers 1427, Epiez=sur-Meuse
1504, Burey-envaux 1517 Meuse River 1535, Sepvigny 1545, bivouao area north of
Sepv1rny on the high ground(507976).

, Little enemy resistance was ercountered en route, At Chassey an ememy column
was intercepted coming into town from the southwest. They immodiatoly retreated
on the main road voing east’rrom Chassey. A platoon from Company "B," plus the
assault gun platoon, gave chase and sucseeded in capturing twelve prisoners be-
fore the enemy escaped into the Bois d' Herville. These prisoners were part of
an engineer-labor unit moving up from the south of France, and they were inter=
ested only in flight, not fight. :

L}
Our Reconnaissance elements reported seeing Germans on bicycles fleeimg to
the east at the point where the Battalion crossed the Meuse.

: Upon arrival in the bivouac area, the Battalion took up a defensive positien
‘with Companies"A" and "B" abreast, "B on the right, prepared to defemd against
any attack from the east. One platoon from "A" outposted the Battaliom positien
.t Uruffe. Ome platoon from "B" had the same mission at Pagny-la-Blanche-Cote.

PIIRE LN

. Period 2-9 September 1944,

. The 3attalioa remaired in this location during this periods It Was felt that
. we had "run away" from our supplies, as we could not obtain gasoline. Some gas-
Z oline was flown in by C-47's, Qther than nightly aerial action, enemy contact
during this time was non-existent. O(n September 9th, the Battalion received a
. warning order preparatory to movement.

Sunday 10 September 1944.

Company "C" rejoined the Battalion at 1500. The Battalion was alerted for
movement that afternoon. A change in orders required movement the following
morning. Another .change stated movement would be at 1900, and shortly thersafter
still another order to move the next morning. Finally orders were received after
1900 to move at 1900. The movement started at 2000, with Company "B" acting as 57&3
advance guard for the Battalion. The normal attachment was made of a platoon of
Pamk Destroyors and assault guns to o 1g ppany. Our objective was to

T I Ky
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. " *Se The route of
march was hepv1rny, ChdmnOu;ny, Pa?nyh 5 Cote, Traveron, Sauvigny,
Rurpes, Punerot, Autreville, Harmonville, Saulxerotte, and Favieres, which was
the location of the column at midnight. No contact with the enemys.

Monday 11 September 1944.

The column continued to move through the early morning hours, along the
route Rattigny, lfont-Curel, Thorey, Chaouilley, Praye-sous=Vaudemont, Xirocourt,
Vaudeville, Bois. The Battallon moved into an assembly area (894834) at 0645,
The bridge over the Moselle at Bainville was blown. Companies™A" and "G" r.oved
forward to establish a bridgehead. The boundary between companies was the east
bound road at Beinville. Their nission was to seize the high ground across
the river while the engineers repaired the bridge. Company "C" on the left of
the road, r.oved to the east bank of the Moselle, where it came under extremely
heavy mortar and small arms fire. There was no opportunity to maneuver owing

" to the course of the ~¥-or, It!'s leading elements were driven back into RBain=

ville, Company "AY which had originally planned to use assault boats, found
a ford and moved to the center of the river valleye There it halted and
attempted to esfablish contact with "C" so that the advance could be resumed.
Contact was irnossible as "C" had withdrawn to Bainville., The Battalion
Jommander decided to cross Company "B" behind "A" and them have Company "A"
sliyz %o the left across the company boundary. This would then place "A" amd
"3" abreast, with "B" on the right.

This movement was practically completed before dark, under sporadic mortar
and small arms fire. These two Companies remained in position all night.,
Company "C," which had suffered thirty-five casualties, was placed in reserve.

A total of nine prisoners had been taken, and a patrol fram Company "B" had
found five enemy dead, indicating they had suffered rather heavily. The prison-
ers were from the 15th Panzer Grenadier Division and stated they had just
arrived from Italy.

Tuesday 12 September 1944,

‘eanwhile, the north column of Combat Command "B" had effected a crossing
at 3Bayon, to the north. The Combat Command plan now called for the south column
to move to the north and cross at Bayon. Accordingly, the Battalion, plus
attachments moved north at 1450 along the route Lebeuville, Lemenil=Mitry,
Roville, and crossed the Moselle River at Bayon. An assembly area was occupied

-in the -icinity of 7illacourt. Cne platoon rrom "B" was placed on outpost

duty at proville. The Zattalion remaired ir this assembly area for the: night.
Bnemy ana friendl artillery was active throughout the nichte

LK)

Wbdne°iav 13 aewf°“‘““ 1341

Darin: She ~orning, the Battalion was alerted for movement to Vitrimonte
This move started at 1355, end the route of march was Froville, Eirvaux, Lande-
court, Lanut:, .‘onte. The bridge at ont was out, but there was a ford which

the tanks could uea.

A platsor frox "?" S.mpany was sent to Lureville to investizate the bridce
at th %t point. The plat 'on met resistance in the form of dismounted men, mortar,
and small arms fires. At the anproach of the platoon, the eneny withdrew back
across the orid-e and then set off prepared demolitions on the bridze.

y2d.into an assambly area on

f tanks, with a platoon of
jibtection to the enzineenms
2

Yeanwhile, the remainder of the Ba il
the so>:th banic of the Leurthe near Lom
"3" Company mounted on them,forded t
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Dattalion suffered two .. :alties, |
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"Idd Teer _.otured, and tre
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encazed in tuildin; the _ - dge. e

Thursday 1% September 1944,

During the early morning hours, the enz’neers cowspleted an excellent
pontoon bridre on which the colurr crosced at 0730, Company "A" moved forvard
to the North edge of the Foret de Vitrimorts Theirenzined of the Tattalion
moved irto an assembly area in the Foret deVitrimont. The higk: -roound nortn
and northenst of Vitrironfwes the next objective of the 3attalior. Two platocns
of tanks and two plavuons of "B" Compan; were given the right half of the
objective. CO(ne platoon of tanks and "A" Company were riven the left (west)
half of the objective. 4 platoon of tark destrovers was attached to each
attecking companye "3" Company's attack jumped off at 1530, creceded ty a
strong fifteen-minute artillery preparaticn on the woods east of the objectives
The artillery concentration was designed to drive out an. enemy ozourying thece
woods, as it was felt that this position was the most dangerous in our pathe
As the mounted attack progressed across the intervening ground, it came under
anti-tank fire from ‘these woods.

This fire caused imediate locs of ore tank an' the eventual loss of two
mores "B" Company suffered one casualty. The tanks halted, =s planned, Just
short of the crest. "B" Company dis-ounted, crossed the crest, and dug ine
Civilian reports irdicated the enemy had withdrawn in rreat heste as the attack
progressed towards them. Accerding to plen, Zonmpany "A" jumred off at this
point and proceeded to its objectire without any dit”iculty. The enemy anti-
tank weapons had been engeged and driven off by our tank destrcysrse Compsany
"C's" mission was to protect the na:talionst rizht flank from cup otjective
back to the Meurthe. This necessitated a ~reat deal of "stringin: ovt" but
the mission was accomnliched. :

The platoon from "B" Company at Lureville was returned to the Sompany
prior to darkness, The remainder of the colum grouped in behind the de=
fensive positiones of "E" ard "C" companies and remained there for the nizhte

Friday 15 September 1944,

The column now received the mission of moving tc Serres. Company "A"
moved out at 0800, iouilowed by the tank comrany and a battery of the 253rd
Armored Field Artillery Battaliou., Before the remainder of the column could
move onto the road, Company "A" came under mortar, srtillery, and machine-gun
fire from the woods southeast of Maixe and from the high zround northe :st of
Binville. Company "A" dismounted and sent one platoon to the woods, meanwhile
moving two platoons around to the southwest of Maixe. Campan; "3" was ordered
forward to reinforce "A" Company's right. "3" Company moved into the woode,
which was the "A"™ company!s platooms objectives The Sattalion row held the
high ground south of Maixe. Weanwhile, the other column of Zombat Command "3z
had crossed the Marxe Canal west of our vosition and was prepared to swing
to the east and drive off the ememy holdin' u$ up. Twent:~four prisoners had
been captured during the day and the Battalion had threce casualtiece

Saturday 16 September 1944,

+

A task forge - from the west column moved to positions across the canal
from the Battalion and secured the high ground commanding Kaixe. "A" Company
forded the canal and held this high ground, relieving the task force. Cur
engineers laid two sections of treadway aal, and it was now possible <:
for the Battalion and the remainder oigN P eregs., The column vegan Q’
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crossing at 1300, with Comp an YA WL).2, '  owed by the tank
company, a battery of the 253rd andW tert §¢ the “attalion. This
advance guard composition, plus a platoon of tank destroyers, and the assault
guns was proving the Lest possible combination for Epeedy derloyment and em-
Ployment .

.\v’v
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The Battalion roved to an assembly area in the vicinity of Serres. iHoeville
to the north was held by the enemy and formations could he otserved exitir,
from the town to the northeast, All of our colum's long~-range, direct and
indirect weapons were engaged in hasteming his exit, 4 platoon fram "a" Campany
moved forward that night to clean out Hoeville. This platoon occupied the town,
captured three enemy field pieces, two vehicles, and seven prisoners,

The remainder of the column remsined in the vicinity of Serres for the
night,

Sunday 17 September 1944,

Using the mormal column camposition, with "p" Company leading, preceded
by a platoon of Cavalry, the Battalion moved out at 0730, The head of the
columa passed through Hoeville and entered the tom of Sorneville. The Gav-
alry had passed through ome half hour prior to the head of the column. Owing
to poor visibility, however, there had been a failure to discover an enemy
20-M!{ gun in position in towne This gun opened fire on the leadirg vehicles
of "B" Company. "The leading elements dismounted and drove this run off,
Several of our vehicles were damaged but not inoperative. The civiliane in
this town started to give our troops information about the location of Germans,
with the result that soon a house-to~house search was being conducteds Twenty~-
8ix prisoners were captured, and in many houses, German uniforms were founde.

‘Am.Boglish~speaking civilian reported that a battalior of enemy paratroopers

had left the town the night before in civilian clothes. . When the town had
®eer thoroughly scarched, the column started to move out again at about 1330,
Progress was made through Moncel-sur~Seille and then east towards Chsmbrey.
The cavalry reported a road block at the road junction one half mile south of
Chembrey. As the 25th Cavalry Reconnaissance §juadron investigated.

the block, the head of the colum closed in to about four hundred yards of the
Cavalryts rear. The force defending the road block opened fire on the Cavalry,
causing one vehicle and one personmnel casualty, The Cavalry withdrew, and

the head of the column prepared to attack. A preparatory artillery barrage was
placed on the "enemy" position, and a platoon from "B" campany prepared to
rove forward on foot and seize the high ground cormmanding the road block.

Word was received from higher headquarters to be on the look-out for
friendly troops in this vicinity. The platoon from "3" Company csntacted the
opposing force, and it was learned that they were friendly troops fram Combat
Command "A! The column was ordered to bivouac in place for the night.,

Monday 18 September 1%44,

The column received orders to move to Fresnes-en-Saulnois, via Chateau=
Salins,.

The last friendly outpost was passed at the cross-road two miles south of
Chatesu-Salins. They did not know if Chatesu-Saline was occupieds Shortly
after passing the outpost, the Cavalry reported road blocks on the edzge of
Chateau-Salins, and then artillery fire was received from the high ground east —
of the town. The enemy guns were loca RG-gudh Laken under fire by our advance 529
artillery battery. "B" Companv dismoujid blir vehicles off the road,




" and prepared to move f({ arde Pd the ssion amd established
a bridgehead around the- road bl o\ aMBlpcineers could reduce them. "B"
Company jumped off at 1430.from JENIUPIEFRET Bouth of town. A fifteen
minute artillery preparation preceded their departure, The attack drove im the
eremy's outvost lime, and the company moved to a position abreast of the road
blocke Here the campan; halted amd commenegd difgimg in. BEmemy artillery

and mortar fire, at this time, became very heavy and then subsided. "B"
“Company was thea ordered to move inte town. Darimess had fallen whem this move
started, making control very diffioult im this stramge terrain. The Company
moved to the road junction at the south edge of town before encountering smy
resistance, Here agreat deal of remote-oontrolled explosives were apparemtly
set off, ocausing considerable confusion amorg the men. It was considered in-
advisable to try to enter the town, so the company was withdrawn to its dug

in positions. Here it was ordered baok to the vehicular asseanbly area so that
heavy artillery could be placed on the town. This was acoamplished.

Tuesday 19 September 1344,

Combat Command "3" issued orders to withdraw from the town and them chamzed
ther to have the Battaliorn attack the town. The attack plan called for "A" amd
"C" Company to move on the town, using the north-south road as the axis of ade
vance and houndary between campanies. Company "BE" 35th Tank Battalion would
supnort the attaciks The attack started at 0730, but the enemy had occupied the
line of departure durins the night, and a platoon from "B" Company drove them
off, allowin: the uvvauk to move forward. "C" Company, on the irght, was moving
across open terrain and was pinned down on several occasiomse "A" Company's
terrain lent itself to bLotter use, and they were able to progress without a
great deal of difficulty, to the southern edge of town., Here the attack halted,
while consijerable artillery fire was brought to bear omn the town. At 1330,
the attack contiiued, and "A" Campany moved through the towm working very
closely and well with the tanks. The enemy withdrew to prepared positions in
the agricultural college on the northeast edge of town. "C" Company had moved
to positions abreast of the center of town and east of ite "B" Company was
brought ‘into town, and a perimeter defemse of the town was established by

" nightfall. These positions were held throughout the night, The Battaliomn had
thirty-three casualties and had taken thirteen prisoners. The prisoners claimed
that they had been forced to fight by SS Troopse. Sporadic enemy artillery,
mortar and small arms fire fell throuchout the night,

Wednesday 20 September 1944,

The mortar platoon was brought into town during the morninge Mortar fire
was vnlaced on enemy positions in the vicinity of the school. Feavy artillery
concenirations were also placed on the school and the woods adjacent theretoe.
The erfect of The artillery Iire was sreatest in the wooded area, where half=-
naked Cermans could be seen running madly abouts The enemy could not be dis-
lodred from the school, and late in the afternoon Combat Command "E" ordered
our colum to procced to Fresnes-enSaulnois., The original route given was
decided against because it was under enemy observation and fire. The column
tool the followin~ routes Moncel=-sur=-Seille, Fettoncourt, Gremecey, Fresnes=
en-3aulnois., "A" Companv, plus a platoon of tanks, covered the withdrawal
from Chateau=Salirs, The enemy shelled the towrn and road as "A" Company with-
drew,

The head of the column reached Fresnes at 2100, The Battalion, plus .
attachments, was piven an assembly area just south of the Fresnes—en=Saulnois~
Jallauoourt road. "B" Company outposted Mifion, with a platoon at Jallau-
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Tharsday 21 September 1944,

"E" Jompany's outvost captured two prisoner. These men were apparently
nary of a stragzler nnit tryirs to made its way back to Jermany. Sporadic enemy
artillery fell in the Battalion's areae.- Two platcons of "¢" Company were moved

out to Laneverille-enSauluols and Oriocourt.,

Tridny 272 Jeptember 1914,

It wat 2 quiet day, except for a rather intemse shelling at 0750, Our air
was active whenever a slight break in the weather permitted.

Saturday 23 Septembher 1544,
0 '

Compary "A" moved to a nosition northeast of town to support the 8th Tank
“attalion. he Company moved at 1800 and remained there for the night. Enemy
wrtillery .continued to fall in the area at fregjuent intervals, Our own artillery
was very active with counter-battery.

Sunday 24 Sentembar 1944,

A heavy eneny artillery concentration fell near the Battalion Command Post
at 0330, The aid station was hit hard by this fire. Three officers and thirteen
ald men were hit and had Vo be evacuated. Combat Cormand "B" informed us that
a rolief by the 35th Jivision would be effected as soon as possible., The Fattal-
ion was informed that it could move back to the north edge of the Forest of
Gremaecy until the relief was wade. The 3Battalion Cormeander elected to remain in
the present locations There had heen a total of thirty-three casualties during

the day. H

fonday 25 Sentember 1: 44,

\

Tnemy artillery contirued to fall throughout the daye At 2130, the Battal-
ion received orders to move at once to an assembly area south of Hoevillae,
Previously, the relief was scheduled on a platoon basis, with great deliberation,.
Now the order stated +thet the Battalion would move at once. Orders were issued
to the cumpany commandgers, and preparaticns were made for the move.

Tuesday 25 September 1944,

The 3attalion Commander's nlan called for an infiltrating movemeat to the
rear by platoons at ten-minute intervals. The order of march was "B", Headjuarters,
and He:djuarters Company, Medical Detachment, "G“, and "A". The route of march
was Gremeceyr, Pettoncourt, \oncel-surSeille, Sorneville and Hoeville, It was

" an extremely dark nizht, and driving was very difficulta

"3" G wmnany moved out at 0115, and the remainder of the Rattalion moved
as scheduled. The march lasted until dawn, when the columm moved into an assem~
bly area between Foeville and Serres.

The Ba:ctalion had just closed into the assembly area when it was alerted
to relieve two battalions of the 320th Irfantry in the viocinity of Arracourt.
Crdiers for this relief rejuired clarification, and it was 1240 before the
Battalion moved out in the order of "A," "C," "3," Headquarters and Headquarters
Compar;. The route of march was Serres, ARRiARS (Arracourt, where guldes qg
from the I and R platoon met the compy b, sut their positioms,
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Prd fr " lage, with the 10th

The Battalion was - “ing i .
2nd Cavalr, Group screenirg on

Armored Infantry Rat+el- . on tE
the right. s

The Battalion Commander tentatively planned to defend with "a" gang ngn b
abreast, "C" om the right and "B" in reserve. It was hoped that the gaps be~
tween units ocould be covered by fire., The terrainm dickated that A" and "c"
defend with their platooms en line. "A" Campany took up a frontage of one
* thousand yards with 1its. left at the westera edse of Rechicourt, The trace
of its MLR followed the high ground south of Rechicourt, Company mz® covered
a fromtage of fifteen hundred yards, with 1ts right on Hill "318." 7Its MLR :
followed the high ground rumning from Hil1l "318 north, "BY, the reserve company,
took up a position near the Riouville farm.

e riﬁe 320th Infantry moved out before the relief had been campleteds They
stated this was g quiet sector, Subsequent events were to prove otherwise,

- It could be readily seen that the Battalion was over-extended, and it be=
+ oame necessary to cormit two platoons of "B" almost immediately. (ne platoon
N  plugged the gap between "A" Company's left flank and the 10th Armored Infantry

. Battaltiont!s right. The other platoon moved into position “etween "A" and "]
Company. There were still £aps in the line, and.these had to be covered by
patrols, as final protective lines were not strong enough owing to the rolling
terrain,

» The 8th Tank Battalion was in position immediately in rear of the MLR,
Prepared to cut off and drive back any break through,

The first shells to fall in the area came shortly after the relief was
. effecteds It was a heavy concentration and indicated that the eneny was here
in strength. Two prisoners were captured who gave Sheir unit as the 11th Panzer
Division, They stated that their mission was to attack,

Nednesday 27 September 1944,

"A" Company's position im Rechicourt became a rocal point for enemy artillery.
Concentrations consisted of 105's and heavier, The road through town became
Jnown as the "Bowling Alley,” as it was obviousely under enemy observatiom and
more than one vehicle in any one spot immediately brought artillery fire.

Forward observers with our fromt line continually reported enemy activity,
trucks, tamk, and personnel, These became targets for our artillery, which was
“firing incessantly., Our attached tank destroyers imocked out one tank. Thres
ememy planes appeared over the defensive position at 1315 and were tvaken under
fire by every small arm available. They did not return. Seven prisoners were
oaptured during the day.

/Ikgrsday‘ZB September 1944.1

At 0230, an enemy patrol was driven eway “rom.the Cannon Platooxs Obser=-
%iom Post by machine gun. fire and hand grerades, "C" Company's area was
avily shelled durimg the a’ternoon, and WA" Company continued to receive ar-
llery on their posi+iogs, BN TRED T
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.. .4 At dusk, an enemy £ Ye scCPaf . Company 3" and on e large

" draw to its right. Thr uttalion i fas a v .adde to a German

' attack. It had been fo..d that the Germans invariably a.vacked at dawn or dusk.
F? Under cover of this smoke screen and making use of World War I trenches, the

enemy infiltrated to the crest of hill "318," drove off the perscnnel manring

4. our Observation Post and engaged Company "C!s" right in a hand-grenade fight,

3 c" Company's right was withdrawn to the military crest or the reverse clope of

Hill "318." OQur artillery fired with creat effect, as we were to find the

next day.

Darkness had set in, and the situaticn was seriouse The enemy now held
rround which overlooked the entire combat cormmand positione "A" Company of
the 24th Armored Engineer Battalion which had been ordered to move to t:e
Bois de Renamont and extend our right, had not been heard from. Instructions
were issued to "C" Company to hold their present position at all costs.

Fféﬂay 29 September 1944,

The remaining platoon from Compary "R" was zlerted tc ~move at daylight,
prepared to counterattack Hill "318" and extend "C® Compary's right to the
Bois de Benamont. This platoon moved to the "C" Company's Cowmerd Fost at
deylight and contacted the tank company, which would support the attack. A
dense fog prevented their movement, and plans were made to move up as soor
as this lifted.

The company commanders concerned roticed that the fog was not dispersitg
and soon concluded that it was some form of cenerated smoke wixed in with the
fog. Ccupled with this wes a report from an outpost that the Germans were
moving over the hill in strength., It was decided to attack at once. Tanks
and infantry moved across the ridce toward "318," while & rlatoon of tanks
moved around below "318" and came up the large draw on its right.

The counterattack was a complete success, and here it might be pointed
out that our air nlayed s large part in this move., As the ccinter-attacking
force reached the topoiraphical orest of ":18," a sgquadron of P-47's avzeered
overhead and proceedea to work over the enemy on the forward slope of the Hill,
They strafed aud bombed within three hundred jards of the leadirg elemerts in
the counter—attackes To hit the forward slcpe, it was necess-r— “or them to
dive towards our forces, but their accuracy wes such thet we did not suffer
a single casualty due to their work. Meanwhile, the 253rd Ar ored Field
Artillery Battalion had a plane overhead and proceeded to fire on the enemy
positions with telling effect.

This was the finest example of the cooperation ~ossitle by all arms that
this uhit had experienced to date. With this cooperation, our infantry, rough=-
ly seventy men, were able to drive off a force krown to consiszt of at least
one battalion. German dead on Hill "318" were too nimerous to count, and a
. rough estimate was around 240, Twelve ememy tanks were knocked outs Forty
four prisoners were captured. We suffered two casualties.

The engineer corrvany, supported by a platoon of lizht tamks, moved up
along the Boirs de ™=ramont, contacted and extended our right rto this woods.
‘Mines and booby traps were placed in the large draw to the right cf Hill
%313," as this was the most likely avenue of enemy approachs The situation
 was eased somewhat. The enemy was not able to make a serious renetratiom
smny where in our line during the remainder of our stay here.:

/100
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' ' Baturday 30 September Y.
. Y hnad

)

A% 0300, an enemy combat patrol waS driven off in front of "g" Company
by t of owr normal barrace., Our forward observers continued to ocall for
fire om located targets to the fronts The town of Bures was made untemable
by the intensity of this fipe., For tie first time, enemy artillery was prac-
tically silent throughont our Bector. This may be attributed to a heavy attaek
which was launched at dysk arainst the umit om our left,

At night, the enemy continued to probe our pesitions with stromg patrols
tut met with litils success, Two prisomers were taken during the day.

Ll ‘V“"L

ALFRED A, MAYBACH,
Lt Col, 6lst Armd Inf Bnm,
Commending.

S Inolsg

le Zarbon copy, unit diary, 1 Sep 44 to' 15 Sen 44,
2e Carhon cony, mnit d'ary, 16 Sep 44 to 30 Sen 41,
3e 5=3 Jonrnal (in duplicalse), ' ‘

%e S=2 Mork Sheet Journal,

5¢ Ei~ht Operational overlays,
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Friday 1 Geptember 13114

Left assembly area 2013937, 0450B. 10 enemy action. Crossed Marne River 20791,
Map 135, Rar-le=Duc-facsy, 3csle 13100,000. EHead of column halted at Chassey i
23087 to encounter 100 enemy with horse drawn vehicles, Deployed ome platoon '
of "B" Company ani assault gun platoon. Before comnlete deployment, the
platoon of infantry and platoo» of assault guns were ordered to refurn to the
colun, anl to proceed on the original missiom. This small group of ememy was
by-pwssed. [Four prisoners were taken, examined, and sent to the rear.(1130B)e
Sever. more nrisoners taken at 12002. Arrived assembly area 2498972 at 1630B
after crossing l‘euse River at Epiez-sur-Meuse. Yo enemy activity there.
Companies "A" and "B", "A" on the right went into defensive position defemding
against an attack from the east. Platoon o: Company "A" outposted Uruffe.

One platoon of Company "B" outposted Pagney=-La-Blanchi=Cotes

Saturday 2 September 1944

Remained ir vivouac area 2498972, No enemy activitye. Awaiting orders to movee

Sunday 3 September 1944 ' ‘ ’ %

Received maps o7 Ferlin and Paris sector. Remained in bivouac area Z498972.
Yo enemy activity. Awaltiig orders to move,.

* ‘Ionday 4 Seotemter 1944 thru Saturday 9 September 1944

Situation remai:ed the <ame. Awaiting orders to movee.

Sunday 10 September 1944 . ' *
)

Moved from bivouac area on new.mission at 2030B, New missiom-Move southeast
to Punerot, then east to assembly area 2880840, BEnemy reported on east side
of “foselle River at our point of crossing, Bainville Aux Miroirs. 25 Rom, "A"

and "C" Companies leading our column. Qur columm comsisted of 25 Rom, 51 Armd ’
Inf Bn, "A" Company 24th BEag, Section of 997 Emg, "B" Company of 35th Tank Bm.

Battery of 179 FA, and one company cof 704 TD. l

Xonday 11 September 1544

Companies "A" and "C" went into position on west side of Meselle River east of
assembly area 2880840 at 07003, then at noon moved forward with missiom of
establishinz bridre-head, and seizing high ground across the river, with "A" on
the right, and "C"on the left of the Baimville east-boumd road(bridge dlewn),

Due to the course of the river Compeny "C" could mot maneuver om the east bamk
while under heav;, ‘lrs¢; oonsequently its leading elements were driver back imto
Bainville. Campany "A" abandoned the plan of usimg assault boats, imstead

used a ford, over which "B" crossed behing "A}them “B" slipped to the right of

"A" aoross the company boundary. Companies "A" and "B® remaimed im these positioms
for the nighte Battalion ordered to cross Loselle River morth of Bayome ;

Tuesday 12 Septemder 1944 ' i

-

Companies "A" and "o withdrew during the mornimg and early aftermoom. Moved
from assehbly area at 14508, preceded by the 8th Tamk ir columm to the assembly
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J d‘y.. ot Vireocourt 2957657, Heade oro KEad e nortr. of Bayen. Arrived
afsembly ares at 1600, No enemy activiey " Company at Virecourt,
oRe platoon of "B" Company at Froville, and the remairder of "g% Company at

39688, and "C® Compawy at Villacourt, Bivousced at assembly ares for a'ght

with friesdly-and enemy artillery sotive.
Wednes 13 teamber 1944 : .

Artilleyy still aotive. Left assdubdly area at 1400B to proceed to Vitrimoat.
Headt of the ocelumn halted at Momt at 1600B. Bridge blowm there. Went into
assenbly ares V048946, Infamtry end tanks forded the Meurthe River at V044961
aiid held high groumd to the morth while the emgineers worked on the ford,

Beny held up the engimeers by heavy small arms fire and artillery fire. Re-
nl}noi in the assembly area overaight,

¥
fhursday 14 September 1944

The campanies began moving across the Meurthe River at daybreak. Headquarters
left the assembly area V048946 8t.0805L. Crossed the '‘feurthe River at 08303,
Moving om to Vitrimomt (check point 71) our objective. Remained in the woods
V055698 until 1500R, "p" ang now companies deployed along woods 2051020,

8~3 and his track moved to an Qutpost V07 095. Attack of the ground Q047021

to Q059016 at 1530B and attack of the ground Q0320026 at 1630B with tanks,

infantry, tank destroyers, artillery, and mortars., Eneny fire by tanks and
infantry sighted on hill northeast of Vitrimont. Battle lasted till 1930F at whioch

time we moved to our command post and assembly area at QU45016. Remained over=
night. Buemy artillery active.

¢

Friday 15 September 1944

Started to move to check point 81, Crevic, at 0800B., Ordered to move to check

point 80, Maxie, ut uwuOB, Moved out at 1200B, but received fire from direct

fire weapon morth of cross road Q046016 and remained in positiom., Qoserved

. enemy artillery fire from Binville. Companies "A" and "z" deployed along
high ground south.of canal at Maxie. Baemy holding rround morth of the c:nal

aleng line~Rinville, Crevic, and Maxie. Our position was held for the night,

o

Saturday 16 September 1944

Remained in the assembly area Q045016. Companies "A" and "B" pushed across
~ the river and camal. We left our assembly-area to continue north to Serres,
" Remained at the bridge in Maxie till 1500B at which time Headguarters joined
- the column and nroceeded to the assembly area Q053115, one~half mile north
west of Serres. (ur area was fired upon from hirh ground east of Hoeville
- amd north of Hoeville. Small arms fire and fire ffom large guns in that
vicinity. 1830B enemy column reported moving .northwes+, (Report should have
read northeast). Our assault gum platoon attacked the colurm and effectively
“shet it up. At 0230B enemy columa reported moving west, through Foeville,

Platoon of "A" Company was sent out to attack this column with small arms and
- bazookas. They did not contact the enemy columm.

- Mday 17 September 1944

. Remained in the assembly area till 0B800B. Moved out to new assenbly area

Mailley-sur-Seille, US035., At 11002 column stopped for change of orders,

X Sornevi n Enemy
im Sorneville in civilian clothes. Much ‘;enemy equipment in Sorneville., 5lst
Armd Inf Bn, outnosted oncel with b & BB

A“A"‘"tg‘f '“!5 Cav, Cocmpanies "A" and /03
B

-'-'5'“‘1?..!
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_,A firing north, and
8th Tank exterded from

:"5", platoon of 24 Ea .,,érs, 253rd |
46 Medics(5 ambw) avees, were in and gVl
Erbeviller to Sorneville in bivouac. X

e Rea s R g
[ |

»+' . Monday 18 September 1944

ioved out-at 0845B for new locatiom, U9935. Route Sallonne, Chateau=-Salins,
and Puziex. Taking main roads. Road blocks at entrance of Chateau-Salins
encounted at 1230B., Road block wes covered by all types ef fire. Pwo hundred
German SS Troops were reported to be in the town. "3" Company attempted to
reduce road block and the enemy fire. One platoon of "g" Campany ordered to
push by road block and enter edge of town. Infantry and artillery used to
reduce resistance by 1900, Remained im assembly area fcr the night(Q080216),
"B" Compary outposted our assembly area,

by
i
5

Tuesday 19 September 1544

¢ g S

Companies “A" and "C" attempted to drive into town in early morning. Town
reduced by 1500B. Enemy still held high ground to the east. \oved command
post into the town.at 23308, Received heavy artillery and mortar fire in the
tomme Infantry outposted town of Chateau-Salins,

Wednesday 20 September 1944

Remained in the town and pushed the infantry forward with supporting artillery
amd tanks. Ememy tanks contacted north of town. Task force from the 8th
- Tank.-was sent out to intercept them. Enemy artillery light. BEnemy dug inm
on high ground tc the north of the town. Enemy sniper activity. Ordered to
move from town to new location (Q045275) and join im force with the remainder
‘of CC"B" to push e the east. Moved to the assembly area via Yoncel=-Sur-Seille,

' Thursday 21 September 1944

‘Remained in the assembly area Q045275. Received enemy artillery fire at 17J0F.
'~ 8th Armored Divisien, and the 3$5th Infantry Division reported in our vicini tye
Mlatoon of "B" Company outposted Jallfcourt. 5lst Armored Infantry Battaliom
troops extended from Jallucourt to pfesnes-en-Saulnois. Two platoons of
Company "C! moved outto outpost Laneureville-em=Saulnois and Oriocourt,

Friday 22 Sepbeuber 1944

Remained in our 'uzcnbly area, Baemy artillery at 07008, Awaiting orders
' to moves Campany "B® of 35th Tank Bn lefit their assembly are to intercept
-reported ememy tamks to owr nerth, - -

Saturday 23 September 1944

- ;:veupmy "A" attached to the 8th Tank, Remained in our assembly area. Received
igavy artillery fire at undetermined intervals. Awaiting to be relieved by the
39th Infantry Division. \ : .

[

Sunday 24 September 1944

§th Imfantry Division moving into area. " Comsiderable enemy and friendly tank
wtivity in our vicinity. Enemy concentrating to the east. Hearvy artillery
fire caused us to move our commamd post inte the edge of Fresmes-em-Sauldois.

(2]
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* Morday 25 September 19

Remained in assemh' area awaiting

arders to move, Heavy artillery ﬂrqg'oén“?

inueds No chanre in the situatiom, At 22008 we reseived orders to move to ..

& oW locatiom one-half mile southeast of Hoeville, Q056119
. \

Tuesday 26 September 1944 b, |

A
W,
@ ‘

- Battalion Headquarters, Headquarters Gompany, Medioal Detachment,. *c* md, 4R 4y
order moved out at 10 minute intervihl heginning Q110.  Headquarters “followed
the remainder of the 51st Armored Infamtry Battalion at 0225Bs No enemy aotive
ity en route. Remained in assembly srea Q058119, till 1130R et which time '

we moved to assembly area 131148,

Arrived 1430B. Two oompanies, "A" and "g%,

relieved two battalions of the 520th Infantry Division on a frontage of three

.

Kilometers extendine from Q130122 to Q157137 with mp" Gompany ‘on the left and

"C" Company on the right, Company “B® in mobile reserve. We were being support=
edby the 253rd Armored Field Artillery. 10th and 535rd Armored Infantry Battalions
on our left flank, and umits of the 25th Cavalry on our right flauk. Eseay :

artillery fire was reported in Wy"

Wednesday 27 September 1944

Two nlatoons of Company "B" filleq
Considerable friendly air activity
Company "C" ares,

Thursday 28 September 1944

Company area,

‘the gaps on both flenks of ‘Campany "A%
+ Heavy artillery reported landing in"

L4

v

Our front line received heavy artillery fire. COmimny "A" repelled a stiff
counter-attack by a oompany of German infamtry, Close fighting, hand gremade

distance, Cg)hlter-a‘:tack was suoce
Bauzemonts At 1900 Company "C" re
attack by infantry ang tanks, oOur

essfully repulsed. Friendly units im
ceived heavy artillery barrage and counters
troops fell back from Hill "818," to take

Up new position. Enemy patrol infiltrated our lines at mights Counter-attack

was haltede Platoon of Company "B

Friday 29 September 1944

Remained in areas 24th BEngineers
wero in position by 22003, Hill »
tanks, artillery, and the ajir faro

" extemded Company "C's™ right flank,

and 25th Cavalry extemded our right flamk. They
518," was retaken by Company "G®, ‘supported by
e, during early mormimg under cover eof demse

fogs Tanks, enemy and friemdly, were active till Roome Alr activity, bambing

and straffing of enemy positions,
was reported to our south and as f
Encineers laid mines and booby tra

‘Saturday 30 September 1944

Ramained in position Ql31146., Cam
fromt. Our artillery oontinued to
positions were being held. Enemy

Effeot was great., 79th Infamtry Division
ar east as the 16th N-8 grid lime. 24th

ps to their front,

pany "C® reported tanks and infantry %0 their
fire. Our defensive line was thin, but
ard friendly artillery continued,




HEADQUARTERS FIFTY FIRST aRTCRED IN®_TRY 3ATTALTON
APO 254, U, s, Army

7 November 1944

3: SUTJECTs After Action Report.

TO 1 The Adjutant General, Wshington, 7. ¢. (tirou i char.els)

X In oompliance with AR 345-105, Chamre 3, the following after-action
. report is submitted for th- month of October, 1va4, -

£ Sunday 1 ‘October 1944, .
The battalion wee «+i]1) i, g defensive position (see overlay). Shelling of

the fromt limes was comparatively light, with shells of 105 calibre or larger

being the chief type used. Higher headquarters had forceived a planm wnich called

for the withdrswal of the Division to a new defensive nosition Zenerally aorth

* smd south through Valheys Adontior of this plan hinged on our presert position
becaming untemable. The battalion 3-3, S-2, and I & R platoon left at 0600 this

mormimg to reconnoiter their new dcfensive lire. The “roup returned st 0900,

ard overlays of the battalionst proposed defensive plan wvere submittei to Combvat
.Command "3." The remainder of the day passed quietly.

Momday 2 October 1944,

Bremy activity consisted of ag eleven man patrol, which anpeared ovposite
the second vlatoon of Campany "2" gt 0500, The patrol was driv:r of7, and the
" ememy immedietely placed a heavy artillery barrace or the position, Thie¢ ip-
dicated the patrol was working on g prearranged plam to have us fdisclose our
positions by fire and the: bring their artillery to bear on thev ofitions thus
disclosed, Intermittent shelling contiued durire- the daye At z.out 2200,
orders were received from Corbat Command "B" to at :ack the next ~ornin-,

Tuesday 3 October 1944, !

These orders were changed at :iUO to have three, rlatoon-strensth p.trols

move out and seize three high points disi-nated as "I, MK," and M,
" These patrols moved out at 1200, Mp" gng new Ccompany's patrols reached "Rte"

objective, point "g." Fere they were taken under direct fire from "grgn onjective,
- Point"L," and were unable to move forwar<., The platoon from Company "AM" could

aot reach it's objective, poimt "Es" bzcause of heavy fire heins delivered from
that poirt. Ever: avemant oo all three patrols was Tisible to the enemy and
krought immediatce fire. '

A ql-b

" (see overlay).

In view of the unfavorable positions ¢2 the patrols, they were ordered to
hold their presert vositions Until darkness and then “ithdraw to their ori-inal
lines. This was accomnlisheq by 22350, Total casualties were one dead, one
-missing and twenty-one evacuated. 70 estimation could e made of the loscer ipn-
flicted on the ene.y.

Wednesday 4 QOctober 1944,

positions. At 1715, 3 froup of tem “riendly planes cirri-3 out s bomb rp and

L=9

Baemy activity was confined to internittent shellins of our front line ;7

strafing mi~sion on an area east of our lines. Adreat -~louds of tlack o

' ‘oke arose
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- . o et
from their tar-et area GirTer the mission wes conleted, a Platoon o2 4,2
chemical mortars wnrg assi-med to surport us, in asdition to the 10th Arrored
Infantry Battalion on our left,

Thursday 5 October 1944,

Durine the early moraing hours, an eneryr natrol of aroroxizately M fteen
mern attempted to infiltrate at the Junction of Coipary "A," ang the secons rl
of "B" Compamy, The patrol was drive- off vtk swall arms and artillers fire
Two dead Germars were fourd at Pipst licht, and blooc L2 the vicivit s, iadies
several enemy wounlol ..., sotter away., One aan i- "o Comparyy had Leer 111
Weem che patrol withirew, an artillery barrace was lrnediutely placec on our
pesitions,

~ About 0900, Company "A" reported a haystack to th-ir froat aralirst
+80 ¢ libre bullets wire ineffective, The 2e2 itortar -latoon tratk-tsd the
haystask with WP but could not set it 2fire. 4n ’~10 was brought up gns %
?laced two roum-s completel v throuch the ter-et, 1o fnemy 1cTivity was otserved
during the fire,

Word was received that the 26th Infahtry sivision was on ite walr up to
relieve our Division, At 1230, sbout 0%e hundred rcunds 0F 15C=-rum enemy courter
battery fire fe11 on the fielq arvillery batialion two hundred rards west of the
battalion Cormend Post,

Friday € October 1944,

Plans were perfecteq Jurin- the “orvive far the errested relief., 4+ 1
4

the C.C. of the 2ngq Zn, 104th Infantpes- Rerizert, arrived at the Zattalion
-Post, FEis company cormancer: grrived shortly therezrter, The C,Ce, steff, -
co'pany cammanders were talrem to cur front lire, and our “efensive dispociti --
were pointed out o- the round, The relievi e write +or . gide their “ant:ui--e
dispositicms, ang while the heavy rearons C-mpary connrrder recon-oited “or
fire positions, the rewair-ar of the ~roup returneq to the tetolion comond

post,

At 1830, ¢rpany guiles from our unit met the incorine treops at Arraccur
srd directed them forwar3, tt the fromt line, our COmpary commanders were vt
with platoon guides, _.I. tle relie int units were led i-to their rositi ne
This was completeq 2y 2000,

The plan ncw called for us %o resin 4 th the rew imit for Trentiefs g
hourse The 28th hag not ceen eomiat set, ang © Wws 72lt that cur rrezesa, voeld
v » I
aid in steadying the new trrops,. ~oreover, L sur own experience in Lorma gy,
we krew the Jermans invariaily sttacked whern they kmew - reliaee we~ 12 prozre:s,
hoping to hit a unit before it was fully orgznized cefensivel-,
o .

Saturday 7 October 1544,

At 0330, every mam ‘h +ie relievirg unit raq coapletely dur in, 2t o c,
all of our vehicles were vithdrawn to a vehicular azernly area in the “icirigsy
of the battalionm comand nort, A% 1820, the 2,0, issuen his withdrawal or-er o
the assembled company commanders. It callej -y & retro:rais r overen= 3, ~1-= ons
to the vehicular asseabl: area vhen dar rase mas car mlete, g i
vehicul ar assemoly area »latcon leaders wo:14 rerort tc <the avttali_na womnar g Ec::g7
for route instructions. The 2 & R Platcon moved ot s+ 27T fort the revve
ar & subdivide the new birouse area ik the vicizity of S:rres,
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| Battalio~ Neadcuartd ~, mimus the C.0., 3-3, and Comn.

' moved out at 1850, The ramaimder of the battall om reported bLy platooms, to the
oomnand post and was dispatched at tem-minute imtervals umtil the emtire battaliom

had leff, At 2230, the Ce0e, S-3, and Communiocatioms Section closed out the old
C.P. and moved to Serres,
]

The relief h-d worked smoothly amd quietly.

8 to 31 Qctober 1944. ) - S g

Durine this period the battaliom was at’ first i Corps Resarve and-them im
a "rest period." No comtact or actiom with the ememy was made . Om Ootober 20th
the battalion moved to Drouville amd set up ix sad sround the town. It remained

here through October 31st. Ilothing of tactical importamce occurred durimg this
period, o :

s '
ALFRED A, MAYRACH,
Lt Col, 51st Armd Inf Bm,
Cormmanding.

5 Incls;
1, Unit diary, 1 Oct 44 to 15 Oct 44,
2. Unit diary, 16 Oct 44 to 31 Oot 44,
3¢ S-2 Journal, 1 Oct 44 to 7 Oct 44,
4. §-3 Jourmal, Octuuer, 1944, T '
5 Operatiomal Overlay, 1 Oct 44 to 7 Oct 44,

.cations geotiom, . -
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s “ ' 88 JOURNAL i g O
" genday 1 Ooteber 1944, j i -~ Y?
: i e
Positious remeine’ the ssme, Baemy patrels were astive éuring the ight,
praiting units %o relieve us am our pesitim, Frieadly patrd frem 2402 Eagincers

reported 3ois Defoerasse oclear of exemy. Mmewy in Bures, sad Momseurs, ;
Artillery was Wwrought en them. ' i

ot b T it s
Lo

Menday £ Ostober 1944. . : : " ;,
Priemdly units ceming wp em eur’seuth, 79k Infeatry pivisien reperted %o

our southwest, 108th Ry reperted to bo in Beusement, Sad Gavalry »

40 bo in Bathelemons, rd Fleld Artillery setively supperting owr onse

Baeny reckets rwdhcq‘q'c"m'nmmhiuuhqﬁr -
: offensive operation against the ememy, 79k Infantry pivision clesring the
Forest de Parroy %o our seuth, : )

Tuesdsy 3 Ostober 1944,

2ad Cavalry pushed patrols forward of our fremt lines at 08003, Ome platess
each of Companies "A," "B," and "C" assigned missioms of high ground %o thely
front. They are to move cut «t 1300B. Platosns meved out Wt were pluned dowm .
by artillery saad small arms fire. Baemy observation from ki1l ene end eno~half
kilometers southeast of Reshieourt was teo good em our sdveneing plebosms, d
stopped tham near their ebjestives bWy ebserved direst fire frem 83's wnd leng
range maching gua fire, o5 well as artillery fire, Ouwr patrela in My
erdered to remain iz posttiem watil dark and rebwrn to thelr % -

A ot e
S ‘:.1??*3 R .

Rockets were reported in eur ards. Buwres lear of enewps
pivision & %o 18 N=f grid line. 1NN Givalry repetted
oast of N 1 end holding Shelr pesitici, 100tk Gavalry helding

in woolds southeast of Hemsnteiil with 70V Iafentry BMvisiem
right flamk, in She “rrest do Parrey. Tenle reperted i

Frieadly air astive-=dtrafing snd banding of eneny installetions. Roakes
or smsunition Bmp Mt sast of M1l 3717 Ne eaemy advences. heny ond 94
awrtill ary sentsinvede ) : ‘

~ wredey § -Osteber 1984, ' . N

Mmained in defemsive pesitien @31146: nemy and rhondty ervidiery oo | 2 !

'« timwede. Mmeny barrsge knosked sut twe artillery pleces @ i ono snniition el !

3 of the 696%h Pield Artillery 300 yurds seuthwest of She GV Apuered Mifentey. | i

' Pattalion commemd poste Cempeny *3¢¢"erea was shelled, Wb Riing et

severs as usual. Frieadly air astive ever emsuy lines. 1000k i

j' -Gavalry Squadrens elearing eut narthwest end m”::‘ m - x
2 lf Ferests do Porrey. rd 24 " o ~ : .

1. 48ed Gavalry sending patvals ws far east as Parvey. ‘mz /{

{

e dafensive positions sweiting relief by Ptk Infamtey Sivisien, "o pe
3-:: Iufantry Divisien arrived in early ovening. M@y wiillery lmmfied love

S Sip oemmend pest during the might.

T _uaite-af 30 Dafastry Divisios are smsing Su, md 10 usis 1*:-;:&%3 .

[
. S aa A

- ”~
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Ri‘_ay 20 Octoher 1544 ¢  Momday 30 October 1944,

Moved entire llst ..:.lorod Infantry Battaliom frou Serres to Drouville Q022088
where the Battaliom oonand post was lecated, amd the companies wemt into blvouss.
The Battalion remained im reserve in case of an ememy breskthrough om the from$

lines,
*éé%‘/ﬂ ROCKAF mez. '

cspt. Slst Armd Inf Bu,
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[ { nEADWUARTERS FIFTY FIRST ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION

i \\f APO 254, U. S. Amy

SUBJECTy After Action Report.
ro ¢+ The Adjutant c‘eneral, Washington, D. C. (THROUGH CHANNELS).

.Ir comnliance with AR 345-105, Change 3, the following after action
report is submicted Tor the month of November 1944,

1-8 lovember 1944,

During this period Lhe battaliocn was in a res* period in Drouville. On
7 Yovember 1944 orders were received for an advance to the east, with Morhange
-as the r'irst objeotive and Bininz as the final objective. (For troop list and
order of march see attashed (CCB orders dated 2 and 3 November) The plan was to
exnloit an initial breakthough by the 35th Division, which attacked 8 November 44.

9 Tnursday “ovember 1944,

Task “orce Maybach moved out from Drouville at 0515 along the designated route
(See overlay). IIrst snemy resistance was encountered one and one-half miles . .
northeast of Jallaucourt in the form of antitank and automatie weapons fire ;_-Qf,
from woods west of' the road, destroying an assault gun and a half=-traek. Thcﬁil_
advance guard opened rire with machine guns and assault guns., The tank plateon,
followed by a disuounted platoon from "A" Company, attacked and destroyed the
enemy antltank gun, and the colwin resumed it's advance, In Oriocourt a road
olock was ensountered and tne head of the column came under artillery fire,
The advance guard by-pasied the road block and succeeded in pushing threugh the ‘i:
town under cover of its own vehicular machine gun fire directed at the windews, g
Vest of Laneuyeville~en-Saulnois the advance cuard argain came under fire from

e . wmmr e .

k two enem anti-tank guns, and a second assault gun was loste. Machine gun fire —
silenced one oI the anti~tank puns and the Zermuns abandoned the other, The o
column pushed on into town and took many prisoners, Coning over the hill north ~

of town lhe advance guard recdived both artillery and direet fire, but pushed on
and caotured two field pieces with their crews in the draw. As the head of the
column cume over the ridge south of Fonteny it came under severe mortar fire and
also direct fire from several batteries of 88um and 20mm antiaircraft artillery
on the hish ground northeast of that town, knocking out the third assault gun

and eight halr-tracks., "C" Campany of the 37th Tank Battalion launched an attack
on Fonteny at 1445, but bor-ed down in the -0t ground and became ‘an easy prey
to the Jerman dual purpose funs. The battalion vent irto oposition on the rever-
se slops for the night, after making an o posed advance that day of about four
and a h#l:l miles, und capturing 9 guns, ¢ vehicles, and 57 prisoners. Total
casualties were 14 killed and 84 evacuated; three assault guns and ten half-traeks
were lost. Troops of the 55th Division, following in our zone of advanee, sup~-
tured 450 oriscners, including a complete battery of field artillery.

10 Friday November 19%4,

One enemy patrol was driven back during the night., Through the night and
this day the forwaru positions recejved fire froa enemy artillery, mortars,

craft and rocket vroje ,f""w N elion was ordered to hold '
:ﬁ-'f'e €he nor colu.m was to bW]‘:jN . Ee enemy pbsitlon. ('1'1:0 7{
0
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north column, howevel, was held up that day by stiff ¢  osition in the Ffois
de Serres.) Panther tanks appeared in the Fontery area and on the ridze to
the west. An infantrv bazooke team vas unsuccessful, but tank ue-troyers rove
the enemy tanks back to cover. Infantry of the $5th Divisicn came up to extend
our flanks. Meanwhile the enemy infiltrated into Viviers, temworarily cutting
of f the north colunn. The 35th Division moved to attack Viviers on the left and
the west edre of the Forest of Chateau Salins on the rirhte, The vattalion main-
tained the ssme nositions for the nights Durine this day the wupportin; artill=-
ory fired on the suspected enemy antiaircraft positioncz rom 5-2 map duta, sirce
direct observation was impossible.

11 Ssturday November 1944.

Sporadic artillery and mortar fire fell on our positions during tae night

and morning. CCB ordered the columnn to take Oron and secure its anproaches
while the north column passed through to the east. The battalion comrancer guave
‘orders for the colunn to move out on the original route to Cron, this time with
"C" Company in the lead, and "F" Troop (light tanks) ot the 25th Cavalry replzced
the attached mediwm tank cumpany. The head of' the column moved out at 1445;
and, as it came over the ridge south of Fonteny it again came under intence fire.

~ An enemy tank in Fontenyg.knocked out the leading, half-track at the edre of town,
and the forward vart of the colunh, thus brourht to a halt, was subjected to
observed enemy mortar fire on *he crest and north slope ot the hill. The battalior
comander and tilw cwwaander of the supporting artillery battalion were wortally
wounded, snd many other casualties were suilereds "C" Company dismounted and,

‘ in conjunction with two coumpanies of the 2nd 3Zattalion, 134th Infantry Hegiaent,

; attacked Fonteny on foot. 3By dark they had cleared the southern nalf of town,

i and they went into position there.

\

12 Sunday November 1944, ' .

"F" Troop, 25th Cavalry, was replaced by two light tank platoons of "D"
Companv, 35th “fank Battalion, and the 2nd Pn., 137th Infantry, joined the coluan.
The three infantry companies in Fonteny cleared the town by 1000, and "C"
Company's vehicles were bronght forward. Meanwhile the Forest of Chateau Salins,
from which much of our previous opposition had come, was reported clesred oy the
35th Division on opr right. The Fonteny bridge was found prenared for demolition,
and our engineers cleared it. The column moved alon~r the desirnated route to
Oron without opposition. Orders were received to continue to Chuteau-irehnain
via the southern routej snd, since this route was believed impnassable, permission
was asked and granted to use the northern route ( see overlay)s The column moved
out without opposition, but was halted just before dark oy a destroyed ktrid-e
north of Chateau Brehaine "C" Company outposted a line around the oridge, wnich
was repaired by the engineers under cover of darkness, Some artillery and nortar

fire was regeived, but the night was renerally quiet,.

13 Monday November 1944,

At 0715 the colunn moved out on the original route. A oblown-out cridge
southeast of Rrehain was repaired by the engineers. The road from Brehain to
Achain proved impassable because of mud. A new rouce was selected, leading back
to Chateau-Brehai.., wouth to the main Chateau-Salins-Baronville highway, and
thence northeast to Baronville. The column moved out on the new route, but was

77
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sto-ped just before o .« Ev mines at the cross roads 2 ..lés southwest of Raron-
ville. Some artillery fire fell on the colurn at this point, and artillery
conecentrations lanced in nearby areas. The bad weather, wrich continually nemi-
pered our operatiocns, was %t its worst, with rain, cold, and snow. 24 men wvere
evacuated with rrosveite this day.

14 Tuesday 14 Fovember 1944,

In the mornins the vehicles were extricated from the mud witn consicdersble
dirficulty, an¢ the column had not moved very far betfore one of the leadinz lizght
tanks hit a mine. While this new mine field was bein; cleared, a platoon or
our attached light tanks, in a move to assist the 35th Division's attack on
Baronville, moved on to the ridge overlooking the town and encountered more mines.
The column was held up the rest of the day by mines, and was harassed by artillery
and direct fire. The attached tank destroyers knocked out an enemy tank and a
self-propelled gun. The battalion assembled for the night southeast of Laronville,
which had been taken by the 35th Division.

15 Wednesday November 1944,

The column moved out through Baronville with "3" Company in the lead and
proceecded east on the road passing north of Liorhange, which was being attacked
from the southeast by the 35th Division. As the c¢.lumn moved alonz the ridge
north of Morhange it was slowed up by artillery and anti-tank fire from the ciree=
tion of Harprich., "B" Company attacked ana took Tie Lorraine (Bellevue), taking
18 prisoners, and round the roads across the railroad were blocked. "R" {ompany
outposted this town alon:; che railroad track, tyinz in on both flanks with elements
of the 35th Divisicn, which had taken lorhange. The rest of the battalion went
into position along the ridge north of Korhanre. Considerable artillery rire
was received, and some of' it which struck near the railroad was from the 35th
Division artillery. Continuing bad weather raised the toll of frostbite cases
to 45 this day.

16 Thursday November 1944,

Orders were re¢ teived from CCB to remain in positicn in the Morhance area.
"A" Company was moved to the east edge of Morhance. artillery fire was received,
ochiefly in "B" Company's positions. (therwise there was no enemy action, and
ecasualties were light,

17 Friday November 1944,

Early in the afternoon the battalion was ordered back to “ezange-la-grande
for regrouping. The battalion, less "R" Company, moved out at 1530 and arrived
in assembly area at 2300, "B" Company moved out under cover of darkness and

arrived at 0200,

18 Saturday lovewmbre- 1544,

The battalion was assigned to Reserve Command and spent the day in renabil-
itation at BSezance-la-vrande. "C" Company took over bridge rsuard in Viec-sur-
Seille and Moyenvic,




sy

19 Sunday November { 1, * , : L

+ The battalion was attached to the 26th Division. Leaving one platoon ef
"c" Company on bridge zuard, the battalion moved out at 1300, was pieked up at
oyenvic by a 26th Division liaison officer, and proceeded through the Ferest of
Bride and Koecking, assembling at 1630 about two miles north of Kerprieh-les-
Dieuze. The battalion was attached to the srd Eattalion, 328th Infantry Regiment.
"B" Company moved to the south edge of the woods to cover that unit's right flank.
The battalion was to attack Dieuze in conjunction with 3/128 the next day (see
8=-3 Periodic Report, 328th Infantry, 200900 Nov 44, attached). The battalions
were to attack ahreasnt, 518t on the klght; with the boundary following the read
from Kerprioh-les-Dieuze to Dieuze. The attack was to start at 1000, the line
of departure running east and west through Kerprich-las-Diouzo. The order was
issued at 2300.

L3

20 Monday lovember 1944,

During the nirht considerable enemy traffic was-reported on the Dieuze-
Terzaville road, but the strength of the enemy ir Dieuze was unknown. After a
fifteen-minute artillery preparation on Dieuze, the battalion jumped off short=-
ly after 1000 in column of companies, with "R" leading and "C" in reserve.

The 2nd Cavalry's light tank troop moved east from Mulcey and delivered support-
ing fire on the approaches to Dieuze. As "B" Company moved into town abreast of
the 328th, "A" Company svung right and moved into the south part of town. It was
found that the enemy had withdrawn, and the town was completely oscupied by 1200,
with ro onposition excepl for a few rounds of artillery, which was sileneed by
counterbattery. "A" and "B" Companies thoroughly searched the town; and,when

the 3rd Battalion, 328th Infantry moved on to Vergaville, "A" and "B" companies
outposted the entire town, with "C" in reserve at Kerprich-les-Dieuze. CCB
noved through town headlnr northeast late in the afternoon, and halted just be-
fore dark.

2l Tuesday Noveuber 1944,

The hattalion reverted to Reserve. Cormand and remained in position all day.

22 Wcinesday November 1944,

The battali~v =25 actached to CCA, but received no orders to move.

25 Tnursday November 1944,

Tha battalion remained in position awaiting orders. The platoon of "C"
conrany whicn had been on bridpe guard reverted vo battalion control.

24 Friday November 1944,

"o Company moved out at 1530 with orders to assist CCB in its Sarre River
bridgeheads "C" company joined a company of the 35th Tank Battalion nerth of
Zomiance and oroceeded east on the main road to outpost the woods west of Fene-
trance ror CCB. The rest of the battalion was alerted to move the next day,
with "A" Company in the south column of CCA and the remainder of the battalion
in the north column of CCB. '

¥/
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25 Saturday Hovember ,u44.

A chanme of or.crs at 0700 directed the battalion (less "g" Company) to
move at once to the assistance of CC"BM. The battalion proceeded to a vehicular
assembly area west or Penetrance. Orders were received to dismount and go into
‘position on the hign ground east of Fenetrange in rear of the 8th Tank Battalion
as supnort for the 53rd Armored Infantry Battalion. The battalion moved out
#1th "B" Company ieaw.ns, crossed the Sarre bridge under intermittent shellfire,
and was mov'ng toward the new position when another change of orders arrived,
The battalion was reagsigned to £CU'B" as part of a task force under the commander
of the &th Tank Battalion, The 518t was to move on foot, supported by the tanks,
east to Postroff and then north to Wolfskirchen. As the battalion noved to join
the tanks, a new change of orders came, directing an attack on the Bois de LtIsch,
The companies moved back behind the high ground; and, after a ten-minute artillery
preparation,jumped off at 1520, with "p" Company leading, Enemy artillery fire
was heavy all the way, and tree bursts in the Bois de L'Isch caused several
casualties, At the edre of the woods "A" Company moved u» on "B" Company's
right flank, aAfter advancing through the lower half of the woods, both companies
dug ine Three German light antisircraft guns were knocked out in the course of
the attack. HMeanwhile Conpany "C" commenced an attack on Niederstinzel, en-
countering onposition at the south edge of town at 1000, They received heavy
artillery rire, and, after bitter fighting in which 5 German machine guns were
knocked out, the company received orders at 1400 to withdraw to the high ground N
southrest of towne. They were to revert to batcalion control next morning., A
total of 22 prisoners was taken this day, and enemy dead were estimated at 17,
The battalion lost 4 killed and 8 wounded.

26 Sunday Novenber 1944,

At 0190 one of our ration varties was fired on without challenging by an
outvost of the 33rd Armored Inrantry Rattalion at the edge of the woods; one
man was killed and one wounded, During the night the forward elements re-
ceived small arms and artillery fire from the northeast. At 0800, "g" Company
started to infiltrate to the north edge of the woods, the first elements reash-~
ing that point at 0830 without orposition. Both companies moved forward and
dug in on the noreu vuge of the woods. "g" Company reverted to battalion con-
trol and went into reserve :im the southwest part of the Bois de L'Ise¢h. A
"C" Company patrol went to the bridge east of Niederstinzel, found it was des-
troyed, and returned with 6 prisoners, Just after dark, an enemy demolition
oarty tried to reach the bridge in front of "B" Company, but our outpost drove
it away with hund grenades. Sporadic artillery fire fell in the woods during
the day. An attack was ordered toward Wolfskirchen for the following day.

27 Yondav Yovember 19i4,

A’ter a quiet night, our artillery put down a preparation on Wolfskirchen
at 0835, an< a%t the same time smoked Diedendorf, The objective was the high
ground nortaeast of folfskirchen, and the town itself was to be bypessed to
the east, unless fire received from town interfered with the advance. The
battalion wus to attack in column of companies, in the order "B," "C," and "A,"
moving out Irun "B" com any's position and across the bridge over the Iseh River,
"D" Commany (1izht tanks), 8th Tank Battalion was to give suoporting fire from
the north edge or the woods, and the balance of the 8th Tank Battalion was in
seneral suvvorts e leading elemenis moved out at 1010, and soon came under
small arms and nachine cun rire fram Wolfskirchen. "B" and "C" Companies were
then coumitted abreast, with "B" on the right, to take the town, with a medium

£
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fank company in 8uppo. .. By dark the town wns taken, Augh not completely
sleared, after stubborn resistance. The Germans followed their usual custom

of shelling the town before their own troops had completely evacuated it,

When the OWD wag finally cleared, the eampanies outnosted it for the night,
with "C" to the northwest, "B" to the northeast, and "A" to the south and
southeast. Evacuation of casualties that day was mostly by light tank. The
battalion vehicles moved up to an area northwest of Kirrburge

28 Tuesday November 1944,

The battalion was ordered to attack Durbach after the 7lst Inrfantry Reg-
iment had cleared the Bois de Wolsthof on the r?-ht. The woods bein- clearecd
out by noon, the attack began at 1215. Artillery preparation was omitted for
the sake of secrecy. A platoon of "C" Company secured the hich groand north-
east of Wolfskirchen, while the man body moved in column of conpanies, in the
order "A," "B," and "C," The axis of sdvance was east, then north, taking
all possible advantage of woods for concealment. The leadin-:elements entered
Burbach without opposition, but the enemy commenced an almost continuous shell-
ing of the town. The compunies outpostec the town, and the vehicles were moved
te an area in aud seuwh of olfskirchen., :

29 Wednesday November 1944.

The task force objective this day was Rimsdorf. A maneuverin- force,

consisting of "B" Company of the infantry mounted on "A" Company of the tanks

and preceded by a platoon of light tanks, was to make a reconnaissance in force
northwest along the east edge of the Geisbusch, then northeast throush the
Bannholz to determine the amount of opposition in Rimsdorf. If this was
successful, the balance of the task force was to move east and then north on
the main Eywiller-Rimsdorf ro:d to take the objective., The reconnaissance in
forece moved out at first light; but when it topned the ridge south of RBuscher-
hof, extremely heavy artillery fire drove it back into defilade, Finally this
force was withdrawn, and the battalion went into position for the ni:ht, with
"C" Company northeast of town, "B" Company to the northwest, and a comnany of
tanks supporting each. The severe weather, ever-present riud, and the un-
precedented volume of enemy artillery concentrations had vrought the men near
a state of exhaustion. Company strengths had dropped sharply, and antitank
platoons were being put into the line to bring effective strengths up to
seventy or eighty men per campany.

30 Thursday lovember 1944,

Orders ware recelved to hold in the existinz nositions until relieved
by the lst Battalion, 10lst Infantry Regiment, and then to move into assembly
area prepared to attack Rimsdorf. When the relief was completed in the sfternoon,
"A" Company moved east and then nerth to tie in on the left flank of the 53rd
Armored Infantry Battalion on the reverse slove of hill 357, southeast of Rims-
dorfe "C" Compwsy, wvacad in to the left end rear of "A," and "B" Company went
into reserve a mile to the south. T[lhe move was made without opposition tefore
dark, and the men dug in. One tank company moved out to suprort us, ana the
other reémairied in nosition until the neéxt morningts attack on Rimsdorf.
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| - 18 = remained in Drouville (Q OR3088) ia Cerps Rev.
Insert A I Order of Nereh,
Iﬂ‘ﬂ“ 0"!"-.8“7.“.
e Imsert 48  GU"B" Treep List 2 NWev. &4.
- | ORS av gd (4/81, A0 PI4/M, PI4G/5T,0ery/285 armd PA, P1t /34, Bee /489,
P18 A/70¢, neved sut of Dreuville.
0800 Adv gd eressed IP at Eaeyille. 8/ /8, ob
0820 muMan out with bedy (3/82, Mert PAt/BL, 0/37]-), Ses /489,
' & m ;:7“». wn.%'). Bes V“'. %('). m(.). See cy“’.
28, B/48, PIt 0/81),
0730 P Mys eresaed IP,
0730 Adv Gd passed Mencel ~sur-Seille,
0800 Adv Gd passed Abemseurt-sur-fieille. A
0900 Adv Od passed Jallawseurt, Main bedy delayed 1 mi NE Manhous while
oangrs reinfereed widge.
£ 0015 Pired em by em AT gun & MGs 1f mi NE Jallansewrt; 1est.1 aseault gum
IR and 1 A? half-trask. PIS A/51, & Pit C/37 destreyed 1 en 765-mm A? gwm;
o oln meved . -
: 1000 Emseuntered read Blesk sand arty fire im Orisussurt; bLy-passed read
G blesk Se right. ‘
- 16046 Bowvd AT fire west of Leneuveville-en-Saulneis; lest 1 assault gun, 1 half-
N track; silensed 2 en 78-sm AT guns with NG fire. -
»é 1330 ovd aripifivedil of Lansuvevillse; captured 2 en 105-um fleld pieses.
A 2145 Eead of adm stopped 8 of Pamteny Ly AL and nertar fire; lest several
half Srucks, 1 assamlt gume '
100 Alr owppors .t‘m ok ot QOT433320 and QO7ES13.
o 2448 Temk attack Wy o Festeny was wasuseessful.
10 0800 Ea tarka rpid by A/B] ‘n vie Viviers; baseska S~ made wnouoesssful
e 1000 Ts dreve badk ¢ Pamiher W of Pextomy. ,
1100 30k Div wavyl wp threwgh Lansuveville teo extend cur flamds. @/37
i noved bask $o tas areas replesed by 7/15.
R ¢ | 145 (@aneved eut oa wiginal rewte, "0° Ge. loaling; stepped Wy merter and
y direst fire 8 of Pemteuys 1 Mplf-trask less. -
& 1800 vuwuaﬂwmﬁnmu-rgmm
] purts of Penteny cleared.
¥ 18 3: aad 2A/137 started eleening out ¥ part of Pemtemy. ’
& 1900 ond ryt high gremd ¥R of Penteny eloared.
1100 and 7 rpt Fenteny sleared.
y 115 Bugrs ravd demlition cherges frem Pexteny Widge.
1900 mw.t“lym.mrwwtiqmm
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14

18

16
17

18.

19

20

2l

23
24

1600

ons

0748 .

1048
1130

1800

1045
1100

0800
1118

1830
2300
0230
1600
1300
1438
1818
1540
1830
2300

&

Olm mv. st of Orem,

Sterned by destreyed tridge N of Ghateau Brehains G/S1 extpested
bridge while engrs repaired is.

Olm =vd B through Bredein; revd small arms fire. '
Impassable read fersed rerouting elm, besk Shreugh Chatesm Irehain.

Head of alm reashed Chatesu Brehain.

Olm stepped by mines and rovd arty fire a8 Q 1483615 engrs cloared
nines; = sssemdled for night. )

Adv gt mvd out toward Baroaville. ’

ﬂ.-hddvq by mines SW of Barenville. Lest § 1t tks.

Bsvd direst fire frem £ e tanks Q196360 ,

Gla supperted by fire 38 Div's attask em Baremville; elm held wp
by wines fer balames of day. : .

An meved eut Soward Daronville, "B" Oe leading.

Heoad d:hmn‘l of Morhange, revd dirett fire frem direstien
of Harprieh.

Met resistanse at Tie Lerraine (Bellevue), "B" Os eleared tewm,
Gin stepped by bleeked RR crossings en NB odge of towms 51 ewt-
posted Tie Lerraine and ridge ¥ of Merhange.

I remained in posn in Merhange area.

ns-ng meved out fer Besange-la-Gramde, stehd te Rsv Cemd. .
$1(~B) assembled vic Besange-la-Grande.(B/Bl mvd out after dark).
B/81 rejeined ba,

0/61 mvd eut to guard bridges at Vie-sw-Ssille and Neyemvie. »
B’ asrd to 26th Div, meved out with "B" G lesding. (1% G/5l remaimed).
Clm met by 26th Div 1m eff at Meyemvio, .

Clm passed Salival,

Clm passed Wuisse, ‘ *

Bn awce=bled 2 mi N of Xerprioh~les-Dieuse.

r'eer 1ssusd for attaek . em Dieuse in cenjunetien with 3/838 Inf,

Insert ¢4: S-3 Periedie Repert 728t. Inf 20 Wev ¢4,

Insert $8: Ba Orsl Order lﬂllm‘v;for‘ 20 Nov 44,

0948
1000

1200

1300
1530

18-min arty preparation em Dieuse begane ‘ :

81 and 3/328 began sttask ea Dicuse; e resistance was emeoustered
exeept artillery f’re. ‘ .

Dieuse rptd emupletely ecoupiod,

M reverted to Rsv (mds Bituatien remained the sems.

S8ituaticn remained the same. bm reverted te L P

Situation remained the same. \

Bn was alertel to meve with CO"A." . .

C/Bl maved out to assist 35th Tamk Em im atbask eu Niederstinmzel.

Insert #6; Bu Oral Order Fer 25 Nov “.'

0700
09800
1000
1400
1520

Bu was ordered to move at emee te assist CO"B" vie Pemetrange.
0/51 started attack om Wiederstimsel.

C/61 resched edge of Niederstinsel.

O/51 was erdered baek e high greusd SW ef Niederstimsel.

Ba started attask en Reis de L'Iseh. |

&5~
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TIME

W 1%

27

0100
0800
0830

1200
1430
1800

Insert ¢7; Ba Oral Order fer 27 Nov 4.,

0938

11010

1120
1228

1428
1800

A" & "L .es.dug im at Q B50O7208. - T
Ration part aceidemtally fired on by 53 Inf eutpost.
B/Bl started imfiltratimg mertihwards.
Leading alus B/6l reashed ¥ ecdge of Bels de L'Iseh; A/51 and B/51
movcd to N edge of weeds; C/5l rejoined tm and went into rsv at §8505298.
C/51 semt patrol to eheek bridge at (484298, _ .
C/61 patrol rptd bridge out, brought bask 6 Pws.
I patrol drivea away frem bridge Q508304 by B/Bl.
)

~

Arty put dewn smeke em Diedenderf and HE em Wolfakirehem.

81 aupperted o 8 Tamk, Degan attask agaimst high greuid NE of
Welfskirchem. "B Co, leading fellewed by "C" Ge.

Assault eshelen was 300 ydm E of Selfskirehen reesiving fire frem |
Sewm; C and B/5L attasked Welfskirehsm abr'east. ’
B/51 rptd, moving threugh Welfskirehem, reseiving hvy arty from ¥.

G and B/51 were twe Shirds of way threugh town.

Stiff opposition frem em MGs and bascekas was met near N edge of temm.
Welfskirshem was rptd cleared; A,5, and C/51 outposted tem.

Insert $#8: ™ “ral Order Por 28 Nev 44,

1216
1280
1580

A platoon of 0/6l sesured high greund NE ef Welfskirehen.

Ba. moved in erder A,B, and C to take Burbash.

A Go. extered Burbash without eppesitiem, hvy em arty fire began
ea Rurbash, '

Insert #91 B Oral Order for 29 Nov 44. /

0815

1400

1400
1430
1800
1850
1730

B/6l mounted em A/8, supported by plat /8, plat/704, and AG plat/8,
moved ocut -om rea missn towards Rimsdorf. '

Ren fores, after meeting hvy arty fire, was erdered beek; 51 and 8
toek dofensive pesitiom X of Burdaeh. ‘

Relief by 101 Inf started.

A/Bl meved out fer assembly area em Hill 387.

B/61 meved 0wt fer assembly area SW of Thal-pres-Drulimgem.

Q/51 moved cut for assembly area em Hil1l $87.

All ees. inm posn. prepared fer attask on Rimsderf.

- Insert $10;: COB erder Fer 30 Nov 44.

Imsert #11: Ba Oral Order Fer 1 Dee 44,

&b
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Al Uatiattd ocleTY rIoaoT AlORmy INrANTRY BATTALION
AC 254, U, 5, arkY
SUBJECT:  .tter iclion necoort,
p\¢ :  The adjutant leneral, ashington, D, C. ( THiOUGH CHANNELS).

1n compli mee vith ikt 3L5-105, Change 3, the following after-action report
i35 subritted for the month o1 Jecember 194,

Friday 1 December 194l.

Supported by Company "C," 8th Tank Battalion, and in conjunction with a 10
minute artillery vreparation, the battalion jumped orf in attack on imsdorf at
0300 in column of companies according to plan(see Battalion Grder for 1 Dec Lb).
The enemy threw heavy concentrations of artillery in our zone of advance. "B"
Company, riding the tanks, movedin quickly under the barrage and entered Rims~
dorf vithin 20 minutes vithout casualties, but "A" Company, following on foot,
sutfered considerable casualties from artillery during the advance, especially
in crossing the road southeast from iimsdorf. The tovm was then cleaned out
from east Lo west, with "A" Compuany moving on the lef't, and "B" on the right.
Unly light o)position wus mol, but the enemy started vouring artillery cohcen-
trations into the town. The companies then moved out to secure the ground north
and east ol wmimsdorts and by1l0U they had taken up 2 semnicircular position around
the tovm, in the order "A,* "B," and "G" Companies from left to rignht, with the
tanks concentr:ted principally behind “B" and "C" Companies. At 1225 a short
and violent enemy artillery barrage on the town preceded a hail of direct fire
and a tank astack from the east. The battalion commander was wounded by a shell
4t this time. The enemy tank attack was pushed forward boldly in estimated
battulion strengthe. The excellent positions and alertness of our tank company,
however, and the speedy adjustment of our artillery resulted in the complete re-
nulse of the attack. L enemy tanks were knocked out, including the command
tanks of two company commanders, who were captured, A "C" Company patrol, sent
out to locate th.- cnemy tanks, encountered severe artillery fire and returned
without making enemy contact. A& "B" Company patrol was sent out along the north
west edge of the Faessbusch, and two "C" Company patrols were sent along the south
edge of the sime w.ods, all with the mission of contacting friendly troops
airosed to be on our right(namely the 10th Armored Infantry Battalion.and 3%th
Tank Battalion.); but all three patrols returned without maling friendly contact.
That afternoon a German Scout Car ventured near nBn Company's position and was
knocked out by machine gun tire. Heavy shelling continued on the town and our
vositions through the afternocn and njght, Preparations were made to continue
on the mission of securing the high ground in the vicinity of Schlosshof Farm the

nevt daye

Laturday 2 December 19Li.

n enemy patro}l attempting to infiltrate "B' Company's lines early in the
merning vos reoulsed with heavy enemy losses. “+ 09¢:0, "A" and "C" Companies
rmoved out abreast, with "A" on the left, through ng" Company's positions in the
attck on schlosshof Farm (See Battalicn Urder for 2 December 194li). Enemy ma-
chine qun and amall arms iire was encountered almost immediately, but four light
tanks from "D," Company, 8th Tank Battalion, came up along the edge of the woods
and helped the companies to overcome the resistance and push on. Enemy artillery
fire fell in the entire zone of advance, and almost every shell was a tree burst.
Passing through the sparsely-wooded bottleneck between the Freywald and the Neuwald
at 101§ VIS harticulafly costly due to the enemy's direct observation dovn the

L/
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Cldwe - 5t of - I ull, (. eonsl cr-bl . nocket nemy re istancs in the
fsanmunl o) rely - 2= .Tsed oy our biitalion on the ri, ¢ and th-~ 701st Infantry
- ML the 1oftr this vas not racuced hy the 101s+ until the followinz day).

Msirnne andinned “ntil the conomnies halted 4. noort near the north edzse of
el S0 i o our tks to come un according to rlan, An observer at
T o Saw 9 enermy tunks in the vicinity of 3ehlosshof Farm
ort wis called for, and two air a*tacks drove the enemy
Che  Lurin: this time the right flank of ngn Company was
> frow tie north slope of scivdlsverg Hill, and some direct
fire wis reasivegd ¢ the south esst, ngn company, 8th Tank Battaliocn, came up
LN he o5t ca e of bhe dieuwald and crossed the Jarre-Union Domfessel road,
e two rifle commnics osunped orf at 1415 ang followed the tanks in the assault
on senlosshor farm, which was burning from our tank fire. Heuvy ~-liber enemy
s12lls tfell on the nevaneing riflemen, but by 1442 the comnanies had tzken the
objestive nd started to dig in on the high ground, Several German prisoners were
taiken fron the blazingz farm and nearby nositions, gn Company was ordered up to
nositions along the east edze of the Neuwald, and by dark was tied in vith ugn
conrany's richt flank., That evening ‘amn Company est4blished contact with the 101lst
Intantry on the left, 4drtillery fire continued to fall on all forward positions
and on dnmsdort,  all suprly and evacuation had to be handled by light tank, due
te terr.in conditions, -

N Cor machine man

suncay 3 Lecanber 19,

burint the nicht o »#on Comuany outpost of U men in tiie south ‘estcorner of
the Burbuasch . s cavtured by the enemy, Orders were issued for g projected move-
rent to the hizh around 1 Km south ~est of Voellcrdingen; but this move being
c.ntinzent on a turther advance of the 101st InTantry on our left, the battalion
remained in ~osition all day. iitempts by enemy tanks to »ush out from the
Jnrbusch vere rerulssd Dy our tanks, mnemy artillery continued active,

sonday 4 Decanver 19/,

fhe battalion remained in nosition all day avaiting orders, The 10th Armored
In"ntry 8sttalicn and the 8th Tank Battalion nassed through our nositions in an
attuck eon Voellerdinzen, tAM Company extended its left flank to tie in with the
I3t Zattdion, 10lst Infantry, and w#Bw Company maintained contact by patrol with
the “3rd irored infantry Battalion on the right,

fuesday » Lecenber 1yhl,

Durin: he morn‘ng tne vchicles were brought up in anticipation of the ex-
vecied relief o the osttalion, however, at noon the battalion was attachea to
SDU'AY ana oraered to .ount up and move northeast through Domfessel to support the
J7th Tank Ra-talion, which had oroken through to a point southwest of Dehlingen,
At 100 e brttadion started movingz, and passed through Domfessel, crossed the
senaly, oo-vnssed wenlingen (still creny occunied) to the west, continued north

e C T . . 3

ULd o est to oceuny osciamicwviller sithout resist .nce. vunly 3 rounds of artillery

were recelved irom e enamy. Lae bzttalion outnosted Schmiitviller for the night,
¢ 225dGy © Decamber 1.

L U700 the cempmnies moved cut with the tanks for the attack on Bining and
dehrbach a2t d'ns to s lan (see Battalion Urder for December 1944). The mud was
50 d that Jnly full tracked vehicles could maneuver, even on trails, In svite of
a ey ecmesndirtt o of mnoke on Sinzlinz, however, heavy enemy fire from th:t

HeaT emaer NI
Coont o caathitocur ottackine jorces in thoe left 1k, und the tank commander decided
wher nis clan ot olimin Lo tnis resistance,  ilthoucth Sinzling was out of our
S ne o qjv:xﬁe, Sormi.t o Joriind R a5 too far v oing to deal with it, Therefore
the taks of "B ol the 37th, w s diverted to

TRyt Sovrany o e -lst, moontad on
UL

A2
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take Singling, after ’J\Itillery and smoke prepiratic  ““hese companies assaul t~
ed the town in the fac. ._. powerful and stubborn resis. ._: at 1030, At least

3 enemy tanks and 5 assault guns wvere seen and enemy infantry was estimated at

two companies, - By 130C the tovn was cleared except for the extreme western jelob &
tion. OLur tanks had destroyed one assault gun, and an infantry bazooka veam hzd
damaged another so budly it had %o be towed out; over o0 prisoners we:e taken,

and the enemy armor was driven out of town. Later in the aftqrnoon Combat Command
"B" arrived, and completed the relief of the two "B"® companies between 1lo3u and
1730. During this action maw Company of the 51st with "An of the 37th, held
their position west of Bining under heavy artillery and direct fire, until a
battalion of the 328th Infantry came up from the south and entered Bining, At
dark both "A" and "B" Companies were ordered back to Schmittviller, vhile ngn
Company remained in position for the night northeast of Schmittviller. The

three comp nies were gravely depleted in strength, and the men vere nearly worn

out,

Thursday 7 December 191y,

The battalion remained in position all day, waiting for relief by clements
of the 12th Armored Division. After dark, "C" Company vias ordered back to Schmit-
tviller,

Friday 8 December 19Ll.

At 0130 the battalion moved out for an initial assembly area southwest of
Rimsdorf, arriving there at 0L430. The column moved out again at 0730 and reach-
ed a rear assembly area in Bidestroff at 1215.

Saturday 9 December to lkonday 18 December 19lJ;,

The battalion remained in rear assembly area for reorganization and re-
habilitation., A move was made 11 December to Jueblange-les-Dicu.e ind Gelucourt.
The battalion was alerted 18 December to patrol the area against enemy paratroopers
who were revorted to have been aropped in the woods vest of Nancy, but this re-
port proved to be unfounded. That night, however, the brief rehabilit:.ticn ser-
iod was abruptly cut short by a warning order alerting the battali:n for movcrent
at one hour's notice.

Tuesday 19 December 194,

At 0300 orders were received from Combat Command "A" to move to an assembly
area south of Longwy, near the Belgian frontier in the 1lst Army zone(see CCU"AM
March Order, 18 December 19LL). At 0830 the battalion moved out according to
vlan (see Battalion March Order 19 December 19lkL) and reached Trieux at 1030
where it assembled and awaited further orders, On order fr.m Co-bat Command "AY
the battalion maved out at 1930 and assembled for the night at 0125 in Clemency,
Luxembourg, The weather was bitter cold, and continued so throughout the en-

suing operation,

1

¥ednesday 20 December 194,

Local police and civilian volunteers patrolled the streets of Zlemency, due
to reports of German Paratroopers in the area; but the night passed without in-
cident, In the morning considerable refugee traffic flowed into town from the
north, Shortly after n on orders were received to move to rioncelange, but a
change of orders five mimites later altered the destination to Toernich, The
battalion moved out at 1330 and was outposting Toernich by 1535. At 10GO orcers
were received to send a task force to block roads north anc northe:st of Arlon
(see Battalion Urder, 1615, 20 December 194k), e Company and a reconnaissance
section moved out at once, under command of Captain Rockefeller, vicked up the

5 23
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35th Tank Battalion's a ult gun .latoon at Arlon, and  ‘ned " Company of the
35th north of tomn, Roaus to the north and northeast of .s’lon were outposted and
patrols were set up between them., Three double road blocks were prepared but not
actually put in position, since troops of the 20th Division were known to be out
in front of them, These dispositions were completed before midnight,

Thursday 21 December 94k,

Early in the afternoon orders were received to assamble a task force in
Toernich under command of Major ilanis, and to move after dark to an 7ssembly area
north of Arlon, prepared to advance northward to the relief of the 101st Airborne
Division and other elements cut off in Bastogne by the German counter-offensive.
Task Force Alanis, consisting of the 51st (less "C" Company) reinforced by a .ank
company, tank destroyer company, and engineer company, with the 274th Anmored Field
Aitiligry Battalion in support, moved out at 1800 and .ent into assembly in T ttert
at 2040,

Friday 22 December 12&&.

At 0515 the column moved out ot Tattert, and at O7LS Combat Command "A" broke
radio silence. A heavy mist rendered visibility very poor even after daybreik. At
0800, when the advance guard was about a mile north of Heinstert, un uniden-ified
aircraft, believed to be a "V-1," flew low over the colum from tne north, Frogress
was slow, due to close reconnaissance by the cuvalry in front. At U930 an impass-
able road crater was reported 2 km west of rerle, =na the engineers sturted to
bridge it., The cavalry, meanwhile revorted iortel.nge occupied by the enemy., Com-
bat Command "A" ordered Task Force Uden diverted to the route of the west column,
and both columns halted just short of the crossrcads four km south of nartelange,
Shortly after noon the other column moved forward to occupy the high ground north of
Perle without ovnosition, and took up nositions to sunrort the atvtack on kartelanje
by fire, At 1330 "A" Company, supvorted by a tank platoon, started the a.tack of
Martelange on foot, and within half an hour had occupied the w:stern portion of naut~
Lartelange vithout resistance. "B" Company then moved forward on the loft vith
another nlatoon of tanks, and was near the center of town when considerable srall
arms and bazooka fire was received from the buildings on the west side. =2i:ter
street fighting continued all afternoon in the center of town, znd one lato.n of
"B" Company w:s pinned dovn on the embankment just vest of the highway o, raking
machine gun fire from a group of buildings above. Artillery fire was placed on the
west side of tovn and some of the houses caught fire, but the resistance contirued,
Bright moonlight and new-fallen snow made any movement in the open an easy target
for the enemy's automatic wespons., ™With the aid of two tanks, however, an a-tack
was made at 1800 whieh wiped out the enemy pocket, by CLOO 23 December., “A" and
"B" Companies continued tc fight their way toward the bank of the river Sure.

Saturday 23 December 19l,

By OL30 kartelange was cleared of enemy up to the river bank, The brizge on
the main Bazstogne Highway w.s found conpletely demolished, but the hridge on the
Radelange road, although partially destroyed, proved to be passable for foc-t trccps.
At 0300 "A" Company started across the bridge and by 0500 had secured the hizh
ground to the northwest without opposition, permitting corps engineers to cezin
bridging the river for vehicular traffiec., 4t 1430 the bridge was comrleted, and Tuok
Force CUden moved across the river and north on the Bastogne highway, vith Task Force
Alanis following in suoport, Part of “C" Company, riding the lead tanks of Task
Force Oden, suffered several casualties from enemy 20mm fire a nile north of Lartel-
ange at 1600, This fire was silenced and the column continued on, but near ¥arnach
stiffer opposition was encountered, While the tanks moved est off the road and
advanced to the northwest, "C" Comp.ny moved along the highway and lost two half-
tracks from enemy antitank fire southwest of Warnach, A platoon of "Gt Company,
supported by four light tanks, wi.s sent into Warnach and suffered severe casualiies

bofore it was withdrawn, At 2030, "B" Company :as mounted on the tanks of "Bn
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C‘om).my OJ tne 3s5th and, moving vest off the road a mile northwest of Martelange,
To]louvc(‘ in sioort of the tank battalion, auvincing by bounds from ridge to ridge
in a rorthuest.rty <irect’un, itesistance in Varnach continued active, and it was
]':_mu"_ reve:led thh t the Termans had two battalions in the town -t this time, one
ot which .. < wLeing .ithdram,

Ay 20 Lecomber 1YL,

+ R} prg o S . - :
own 30 "R Sompany, mounted on tanks, moved east across the road to attack

L 'chy e was met st the outskirts of town by a hail of direct and small arms
Yire, VJQerni nours of victer street fighting drove the enemy armor and infantry
ints the northern portion of town, where they defied efforts to dislodge them,
“Lowi0 4t wis decided to withdraw our small tank-infantry team slightly to the

rear ol the churech, in order to employ artillery fire safely, After this artillery
sottening, the antack wis resumed and severe fighting continued through the day.

in the course of this action our force took 135 prisoners; knocked out an assault
i, 2 ammored c:rs, and a truck; caplured 3 vehicles and 2n antitank gun; and res-
cied 3 men from "C* Company and an engineer unit, who had been held prisoners by the
Jertems,  kuch o the equipment used by the encmy wus smerican. By 1715 the last
ermms were clewed I'rom “jarnach, and an attempted enemy counterattack from the woods
northe st of bown wvius rerulsed by artillery fire., kieanwhile "A" Comoany, with "CY
Sorpany of the 3hthy, had moved out at noon to clenr the woods north of Warnach.

AUter tadnc nony vroiseners, "A' Conpany reached the edsge of the woods two kilometers
rortimest ot umien by Lolib, and moved on to a vosition just short of the Tintange-
Surodnchom: sorosd for tn niht, Durins this time "C!" Couwpany, attachad to UwAu
Cuosmny o bhe 35th,  dvonced on Lhe other side ot the highway, taking the Herren-
ber:s, the woods Lo bthe north, and the Bois de Morienal, and .ent into position on

AT Sompany''s lett, 8% Jompuiny remained in ‘ornach, securing the tovn against
cersistent ceron sibterpts Lo infiltrata.

’

Londay 29 Decasiber 190,

Wb O the abtack w s resumed, with "C' Company on the left of the highway
and "A" Company on the rigat, and "B" remaining in reserve at Warnach. %hile "A"
Sompmy of tre 35th tock supporting positions overlooking Strainchamps, "G!" Com-
pany sent ene o latoon to clear th.t town, From Strainchamps it was possible to see
Aobat Commend MBM itacking to the north on the lurnon-Chaumont koad, and it was
Also cossible to see the wug in rositions of an extensive enemy pocket by-passed
b, Sonhnt Sormond "3n southwest of lollinge snd cutside of our left boundary.
atter strainchamps was cleared without oposition, the companies moved forwvard ab-
reast, "0 Company meb light resistance in the pitches of woods to the north, taking
+ tew pris.ners, und received mortar, rocket, and tank fire from the north, UA"
Comminy met heavy small arms Tire in the north eage of the Bois de kglch; and, ih
order to —ermit then o aavence, the light tanks of the 35th moved up on the lef
and swent the .res with fire, at 1315 cur forward elements were attucked by Amer-
ican ¢ Lf's, .nd vhe resalting contusion delayed the advance considerably. By 1630
"Cr Company, still cioported by "AM of the 35th, had advunced across difficult terrain
the tanks skiadins prec riously on the snow-covered slopes to high ground about five
hundred yards south or nollange, 4 "C" Company patrol was sent towazrd Hollange to
find out if the town wa. occuried oy the enemy, and at 1700 the patrol returned
sately and recorted crawing enemy am L1 arms fire from the town. During this operation
the mortar rlatocn, assault zun platoon, and su-porting artillery fired on the
enemy ~ocket across the rallroad tracks,  "A' Company dug in on "C" Company's right,
and "M pomained in “arrach.,  Since air reconnaissance indicated that Hollange was
held by th- ecnemy in strength, heavy artillery concentrations were fired on it
during the night.
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ruesday 20 Decenmber l9hu{‘*‘ -

At CB0O one platoon of nwgn Company supported by two platoons of tanks from napn
Company of the 35th Tank Battalion began the attack as planmned (see insert #16) on
511l 490 northeast of Hollange and at 0945 were Jjust south of the road running east
from the torm to the highway, This force met heavy resistance in the form of artillery
fire from the northeast, direct fire from north and north west and small arms fire
from the town or Hollunge and requested air support on th~t towm and air observation
“N the area around Hill 490, Man Company continued the attack on the right of the
nishvay moving north to a position 500 yards north of Strainchamps-Honville Road
mnd received artillery fire, Tanks from "3 Company of the 35th Tank Battalion
nmoved un ot 1015 to suvoort them. At 1100 "A" Company reached the reverse slope
of Hill /o0 with left flank on highway and right.flank 1200 yards to the right,

This mevement brought wan Company abreast of ugn, wRBn Company remained in Warnach
‘n reserve, Air support searched areas north for reported enemy column but found

no trace of it., They did however locate enemy gun positions 000 yards north of
Acllange and attacked them at 1210. At 1400 one platoon of "C" Company and 2
rlatoon of trnks ge‘ned their objective, They continued to receive small arms fire
from nollange and cur artillery preparation began on thut town at 1425 lasting for
about 10 mi:utes, As it lifted the remaining two platoons of nugn Company and a
rlatoon of tanks from A" Company 35th Tank Battalion moved in from the northeast

to attack and at 1730 the town was taken along with 174 P, w.'s ugn ang "AM company
reriained in this location for the night. Bw Company moved north and extended "A'sn
richt flank to make contact with 3/318 Infantry which had taken Honville., Defensive
fires were planned for areus north of L3 grid line. 35th Tank Battalion consol-
i&maim¢h”m'mw'©"onpmﬁﬁpm

Yednesday 27 Lecember 19L;.

At Co00 "C" and "A" Companies moved north according to plan after an artillery
breparation on jux ibwchons and Sainlez and advanced 800 yards through woods meeting
light resistance. at C9LO "C" Company was held up by small arms fire from build-
ings on main road LOC yards west gf Sainlez and called for tank Support, MA" @Gom-
pany halted in north edge of juxdurchans and awaited the artillery preparation on
Sainlez, "B" Company roved at 1010 according to plan (see insert #17) to support
"A's" attack on Sainlez, The tanks of the 35th Tank Battalion which supported "G"
sompany fired on the buildings from which fire had come and "C!" Company moved in
71e5rin5 the houses then noving north along this original axis of advance . At
1150 the artillery placed a large concentration on 3ainlez and as it was lifted muan
Sompany using marching fire, moved in to attack the town, Several Germmans in fox-
holes on the scuth vest edge of town gave up with out a fight as man Company sprayed
the nrea with all available fire and a total of 133 PW¥'s were taken in the ensuing
action in the town. Thaore .os some SA and mortar fire falling on mgn during the
1*tack . The town w:s taken at 1350 and outposted immediately, "Bn Company then
moved trrooth '4Y and across open ground towards the woods to the north, Two sguads
from "Rt Jornwy were pinned dovm by kG and 20mm fire from the north east at 1455
but coocn overcame the resistance vith artillery fire and moved into the woods abreast
of "3m Jerpary. The a tack proceeded slowly through thick forrest and at 1630 ngn
Sompany was hold un by LG fire from the north as they were half through the Bois
d1 Vicsdire, "3" moved abreast and the two companies tied in on the highway and
consolidated the rosition for the nisht, mAw remained in Sainlez. One platoon
cutpested 4/30 rorth west of town.

Toursday 28 vecember 19,

\fher the 5 minute artillery preraration on the voods nor?h of their positions,
Mgt and 'B’" @ompanies noved out abreast at 0890 and'met no resistance fo? a dis-
tance of about LU0 yards. A road block, hastily bul}t, and m%nes were discovered
on tie highway near cross roads between Bois du Vicaire and L' \rdoisiere .
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The engineers succeded in clearinc these obstacles at 1115, "Aw Company remained
at Sainlez to reorganize. At 1115 "B" Company on the right launched their attack
on Chatean Losange which was renorted to be a German Regimental CP, They met con-
siderable resistance from small arms, but as the supporting tanks of B/35 Tank
Battalion moved into the clearing, south of the Chateam and fired point blank at
the buildings, resistance lessened and "B" Company moved in and cleared area t 1550.
"C" Company on the left of the highway advanced without opposition through L' Ardoisiere
Forest and semt patrols to investigate buildings at Rimifosse, uBH Company con-
tinued its advance north ward after the battle at the Chatean meeting very light
resistance through the woods, however, some mortar fire from their right flank har-
assed their movement, Enemy small ams fire from Hill 530 was directed upon "CH
Company as they attempted to emerge from north edge of woods, At 1600 wpn Company,
mounted in thedr vehicles, moved from Sainlez on main highway to an assembly area
U400 yards south of Chateau Losange. There they dismounted and moved on foot to the
east edge of the woods west of lutrebois. Companies tied in at 1710 along the trail
on the eastern edge of Chivresoux Forest, "C" on left with left flank on trail 200
yards west of main highway. "B" in the center and "A" on right with right flank on
trail junction 300 yards east of Chateau, "B" and "C" @ompanies continued to re-
ceive amall arms and MG fire from Hill 530 during the night.

Friday 29 December 194lL.

The town of Lutrebois on the Battalion's right was a serious threat to the
attack planned across open ground to the north and at 0500 sucporting artillery
fired concentrations on its east and west edge. "C" and "B" Company moved as
planned (see Battalion Order, Insert #19) at 0800 and at 0830 "C" Company's left
flank was pinned down by small arms and MG fire from Remifosse. '"B" Company re-
ceived small arms and machine gun fire from their front and called supporting tanks
of "B" Company 35th Tank Battalion forward to move out on the resistance, This force
moved forward at 0925, over coming resistance on Hill 530 and aiding "C" Company

- in clearing out houses at Remifosse. This action comnleted, the advance northward

continued until 1025 at which time "B" Company was taken under fire by an SP gun
from their right rear in vi:ini¢, :f Lutrebois., Artillery and tank fire was brought
to bear on it and "A" Company (=) 1 platoon was moved forward to give close support
to "B" and "C." At 1100 the 3rd Battalion of the 134th Infantry iegiment, 35th
Infantry Division began their attack on Lutrebois relieving pressu-e on "B" Company's
right flank and allowing them to continue the advance. FEngineers removed mines and
abatis on the highway through Remifosse during ghis action. At 1130 "C" Company
made contact with outposts of the 10lst Airborme Division 1000 yards southeast of
Bastogne, Both "C" and "B" Companies set up a defensive line toward the east 500
yards Southwest of Marvie with "C" on left and "B" on the right. Tanks of "B" Com-
pany 35th Tank Battalion were corporated in the defensive plan and "A" Company 51st
moved into the Bois d' Hazy as the reserve, Neither "C" nor "B" were in contact
with the enemy., One platoon A/51 outposted one platoon of "A" Company 704th Tank
Destroyer Battalion at the trail junction in the southern portion of woods west of

Lutrebois.
Saturday 30 December 194,

At 0430 the 3rd Battalion of the 13h4th Infantry Regiment which had a+tacked
the town of lutrebois on the previous day reported that they were receiving a stiff
counter-attack from enemy troops in the eastern end of the town, "B" and "C" Com=-
panies were alerted and ordered to stand by while "A" Company was moved south along
west side of highway to fill the gap betwcen "B!s" right flank and the 3rd Battalion
134th, when the report came in that enemy infantry was infiltrating in a bold attempt
to sever the highway south of Remifosse, At 0845 enemy machine gun fire from the
woods east of the Battalion CP opened an enemy attack and German infantry followed
the withdrawing troops of the 134th down the slope towards the Chateau. It was very
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difficult to fire on them since friendly infantry were emerging from the woods

in the direct line of sight. The machine gun Ylatoon which had outrosted the
Command Post with vehicles drew the first fire from both rifles and machine guns
and one vehicle was abandoned for a short time as the fire became very intense
and the half-track afforded little cover. About 15 rounds of mortar fire fell

on and around the two buildings during the attack and tracers could be seen
bouncing off vehicles and buildings. ken from Headjuarters Company were placed
at windows where observation on the attackers was good consicering the denseness
of the forest, Two tanks from "A" Company of 35th Tank Battalion took up a pos-
ition 50 yards north of the Chateau and all available small arms, machine guns,
and 75mm tank gun fire power was poured into the enemy positions for a period of
10 minutes, driving the attackers back through the woods, Enemy killed and wound-
ed could be seen lying at the edge of the woods, At 1020 artillery liaison planes
reported 20 to 25 Tiger Tanks moving Northwest from Lutremange to Lutrebois and
shortly there after they were again reported nearing Remifosse, Tank and air
support were called for and "B" Company of the 35th Tank Battalion took them under
fire, knocking out 12, Fighter planes bombed and strafed and claimed a total of
four. The total number destroyed by the combined fire of artillery, tanks and
planes was 18 and the attempt to cut the highway was repulsed. dJust before noon
npt (-), and "B" Companies were ordered to mop up the woods from which the early
morning infantry attack had come. They moved out from the highway toward the
southeast with "A's" left flank on the outcr edge of the woods and "B's" right
flank on the east edge of the clearing, "C" Company moved 40O yards wouth of their
former position and the platoon from "A" Company, 5lst outposting tanks on wouth
en of Losange forest remained in that position, "A" and "B" moved out at 1500

and met stiff resistance from pocket still in woods about dark which split the
companies and held "A" up throughout the night but they succeeded in taking 10
priscners and “B" Company found 18 enemy dead and large amounts of weapons and
ammnition along their route of advance, "C" Company moved into woods behind

nA" Company at 2100 and "B" Company set up defense around the Command Fost, M"A"
Company patrol met stubborn resistance and suffered some casualties,

Sunday 31 December 194l

At 0355 "A" Company was still trying to clean up enemy vpocket in the vqods
west of Lutrebois and their patrol located 1 enemy tank and i self procelled gZuns
near trail at eastern edge of woods. These vehicles ..ere l:ter found to be knock-
ed out. "B" Company swept the woods on west side of clearing from south to north
at 0830 with two platoons abreast and 2 susporting tanks from "A" Company 35th
Tank Battalion along trail to their right meeting no resistance. The remaining
platocn of "B" Company relieved the platoon of "A" Company which ".as outposting
the section of tanks on trail junction and the latter rejoined the other two
platoons of A" around pocket on north east edge of woods, "B" Company again
swept down the south west edge of the woods and took u the same position that
they had occupied the previous night (see Overlay # At 1310 higher head-
quarters reported an enemy column moving fram the north toward Wordin and large
concentrations of German troops in woods east of lutrebois; therefore "C" Com-
pany took up defensive position on "A's" left flank along north edge of Chivresoux
going north, At 1830 the Bn was ordered to be on the alert for infiltration and
for 3 crew members who had bailed out of a JU-88 near Remichampagne,

For the Battalior Cammander:

Clasndae]. |
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( Insert #3

'IME

0800

0820
0800
1100
1225
1330

0130
0430
0530
0730
0850
0800

J905
1015
1110
1120
1200

1415

1442
1730

0400

0745

1100
1200
1440
1630
1700

0700

{

HEADQUART™®S FIFTY FIRST ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALI
APO 254, U. S. Army

S=3 JOURNAL FROMs 1 Deo 44,
TO 1+ 31 Dec 44.

Attack on Rimsdorf began.
Bn order for 1 Dec 44)

B/51 reached Rimsdorf; A/Sl under heavy arty fire.

A/51 and B/51 start to clear town,

Rimsdorf cleared, cos in posn around town.

bnemy tank attack from E on Rimsdorf repulsed; Bn C.0. wounded.
En arty fire on Rimsdorf,

"ot Co patrol reported failure to contact 10th Inf on right.
"C" Co patrol reported failure to contact 35th Tk Bn on right.
Command vehicle moved to Rimsdorf,

Rocket fire received in Rimsdorf.

22F.A. fired 10 min preparation on woods to north.

Attack on Schlosshof Farm began against hvy small arms fire.

Bn Order for 2 Dec 44).

En arty fire fall on Rimsdorf,.

Assault echelon at Phase Line 1, receiving en arty fire.
L]

" " n 2 .
" n ” " 3 .

A and C/51 halted S of Phase Line 4, rptd 9 en tanks in Schlosshof Farm Areas

Alr spt re;uested; 2 air atks dispersed en tanks.

Assault echelon moved out behind'A/B to atk objective, receiving large cal

en arty fire.
Objective taken,
B/51 in position on right of /5L

C/51 outpost missing in Le Burbusche »
Roocket fire fell on Rimsdorf. Situation remained the same.

Situation remained the same.

Vehicles ordered moved up to Rimsdorf.

Atchd to CC"A," ordered to move N through Domfessel,

Bn Column moved out toward Domfessel, in the order B, A, H3, C.
Head of column passed Damfessel.

B/51 entered Schmittviller without opposition.

Cos moved into posn for atk on Bininge

Bn Crder for 6 Dec 44)




DRC, - TIME

g T 0750
0800
09800
1030
1300
1630
(Insert 744
7 1630
8 0130
0430
0730
9 V0156
10 0730
1030
11=-17
18 0430
1000

(Insert #5 CC"A," Order 18 Dec 44 for "Systematic Road Patrol,"

1200
1800
2230

13 0100

0300
(Insert #6;
0830

(Insert #7;

0910
0925
1000
1010
1020
1030
1040
1050
1115
1120

Situation unchanged,

i

Arty and smoke preparation began.

Assault echelons held up by flank fire from Singling; B/51 and B/37 ordered |
to atk Singlinge.

A/51 and A/37 on 1st objective, immobilized by hvy en fire.

B/51 and B/37 met heavy small arms and tank fire in Singling.

B/51 and B/37 near Wedge of Singling; 1 en SP gun destroyed, 1 SP gun dam=
aged, over 60 PW's taken. ,
CC"B" began relief of B/51 and B/37.

Information received on projected relief by 12 A.D.
CC"A" Instructions for Initial Withdrawal of Troops from Area.)

C/51 ordered back to Schmittviller; Bn remained in posn,

Bn moved out for initial assembly area, in the order A, Hq, B, C.
Bn closed in assembly area 1 Km SW of Rimsdorf.

Bn moved out for rear assembly area.

Bn closed in rear assembly area in Bidestroff,.

Moved out to new assembly area in Gueblange and Gelucourte
Closed in new assembly areae

Recvd warning of en paratroop activity from cc"a".
Rcvd orders from CC"A," for anti=paratroop patrollinge

CC"A" order cancelled.
Bn alerted for l-hr movement.
Bn prepared for l-hr movement,

CC"A"™ mvs at 190500, 1IP is CR on main Dieuse=
Each Bn and Separate co. send
Radio

Warning ord rcvd from CC"A":
»ittersheim Rd, N of Rorbach, S of Cutting.
an advance bicouac party to rpt to Col WITHERS at CC"A" hgs. at 0800.
nets remain open; radio silence. Map; Verdun-Wissembourg Sheet 57,

Roevd orders for movement to vic Longwy.

CCA March Order 19 Dec 44)
Bn moved out as ordered.
3r March Order 19 Dec 44) ' i

Bn H}s passeds

Assenoncourt,

Suermange.

I.P.

Domnom=les=_iouzee

Marimont-les-Renestroff.

Benestroff., |
Rermering . ‘
Morhange
Baronville. : Bk
Destry. 2

-2e
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DEC TIME

1136
1145
1200
1210
1220
1227
1230
1250
1316
1400

1412

1420
1430
1433
1437
14456
1506
15620
15835
1600
1610
1630
1915

(Insert #8;

2030
2045
2115
2125
2145
2206
2215
2240
2325
2400

20 0125

1200
1215
1220
1330

(Insert #9;

1410
1420
1450
1535
1600
1630

(Insert #10s

Brulungo.

Arrainoourt

Vatimont.

Han-sur-Nied.

Bechy.

Luppy. '
Buchy.

Vignye.

Cheminot,

Lesmenils,

Pont A Mousson,
Vandieres.
Pagny=-sur-Moselle.
Arnavillee.

Bayonville.

Onvill Qe

Chambleye.

Puzieux.

Mars,

Jarny.

Briey.

A.V!'ilo

Bn assembled in Trieux, awaiting orders to move.
Bn moved out as ordered.

Bn march Order 1800, 19 Dec 44)

Bn Hqs passed:
Audune
Beuvillers.
Aumetz.,
Crusnes,
Brehain,
Villers.
Heaucourt.
Longwye.
Aubange.
Messancy.

Bn Assembled in Clemensy. Local police and volunteers were patrolling
streets as a result of rpts of en paratroopers.

Many refugees moved into town.

Rcvd orders to move to Handelange.

Orders changed to move to Toernich,.

Bn moved outas ordered,

Bn march Order 1230, 20 Dec 44)
Bn Hgqs passed:
Selange.
Hondelange.
Wolkrange.
Bn outposted Toernich,
Rovd orders for movement of task force.
Task Force Rockefeller moved out as ordered.

Bn Order 1615, 20 Dec 44).

e el e e e i



DEC _TIME
20 2400 TFR rptd in position; road blocks prepared, but not in place due to pres-
ence of friendly tps in front. :

21‘ 1315 Cos alerted for 30-minute movement.,

(Insert #11s CC"A" Opns Overlay 21 Dec 44).

1500 Order issued ror movement to north.
1800 Bn moved out of Toerniche

(Insert #12; Bn Orcer 1500, 21 Dec 44).
Bn Hqs passeds
1850 1I.P.
1920 Stokem.
1925 Heinsch,
2040 Bn assembled in Tattert.

22 0515 Bn Moved out of Tattert.

0615 Bn Hgs passed f‘hiaumont.

0730 Bn Hgs passed Nobressart,

0745 CC"A" broke radic silence,

0755 Head of Clm 1L Km N of red phase line (Heinstert)e.

0800 Unid aircraft, believed V-1, flew low over clm fram N.

0805 CC"A"™ directed rcn to investigate all towns on flanks; no enemy to be by-
passed. .

0840 25 Cav rptd bridge blown P 612333,

0900 Clm halted, waiting for A/25 to rcn route.

0930 A/25 rptd crater in road at P 563365. Engrs started bridging crater. TF
Oden ordered to join TF Alanis route at RJ P 572335,

0940 ®"n Hgs at Heinstert,

1135 25 Cav rptd unk no en at P 594396,

1200 Order issued for atk on Martelange.

(Insert #13; Bn Order 1200, 22 Dec 44),

1230 Ren/51 rptd Perle clear,

1240 25 Cav rptd to CCB they rcvd 3 rds HE direct fire N of CR P 606357, driven
back by en small arms fire vic P 606357; fwd elms 25 Cav wic P 6253905;
rptd hvy en vehicular traffic E of CR P 606357,

1330 51 began atk.

1400 A/51 entered Martelange.

1430 B/51 near center of town, rovg hvy bazooka and small arms fire from buildings
W of main road.

1600 A and 5/31 mesting stiff resistance in center of town.

1700 Plat B/51 pinned down on slope W of Hwy by hvy MG fire from houses at P 56738 6

1800 Plat B/51 and section B/85 atk en pocket at P 567386 fram S.

2000 Pocket reduced, W side of town cleared.

23 0130 A and B/51 rntA Martelange cleared up to river, Bridge on Radelange road
rptd passaoie on foot only.
0300 A/51 orossed river on Radelange road bridge.
0500 A/51 in posn on high ground NW of Martelange without opposition. Corps
engrs started to renair bridgee. B/51 secured Martelange.
0530 Bn CP moved into Martelange. .
1000 3 rds en arty rcvd Martelange.
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DEC TIME

23 133¢
1430

1500
1516
1600
1645
1815
1930
2000

2030

24 0430
0630
0605
0736
0745
0900
1000
1030
1200
1330

1430
1435
1440
1450

1540
1645
17156
1720
1800

1930
{Insert #14,
25 0800
(Insert #154

0915
0930
A/51
1040
1050
1140
1205
1230

et

1 rd AP rovd Martelange.
Bridge completed; TF Oden moved out; TF Alanis prepare& to follow in

support.

A/gl returned to vehicles,

7 rds en arty rovd Martelange.

TF Oden haeld up by direct fire from P 660410,

Resistance reduced, clm continued march,

CC"B" rptd to CC"A"™ that en vehicles were moving S on Bastogne-Martelange Rd.
Bn Hqs moved out of Martelange,. : -

Ron /51 rptd TF Oden held up by 20mm and small arms fire S of Warnache C/51
lost two half-tracks. Tanks moved NW to left of road. Plat of C/51 with
a plat of )'~ht tanks suffered hvy casualties in atk on Warnach, and were
withdrawn,

B/51 mounted on B/35 followed TF Oden W of highway .

Head of T.F. Alanis Clm SW of Warnach.

B/51 and B/35 mvd E to atk Warnach.

B/51 held up at edge of Warnach by 2 en tanks,

B/51 and B/§5 two thirds of way through Warnach,

B/5] rptd en in N edge of town est 1 tank and 30 inf.

B/51 withdrew behind church to permit arty fire on N part of towne

B/51 and R/35 resumed Warnach atk after arty preparation.

B/51 rptd steady progress,.

A/51 and c/35 began atk on woods N of Warnach,

B/51 rptd driving en N; 1 en SP gun and 1 en M~8 Armd Car destroyed, and 1 en
AT gun silenced,

A/51 rptd many PW being taken N of Warnach,

CC"A" rptd en had defended Warnach with 2 bns on 23 Dec.

B/51 rptd near end of Warnach.

B/51 rptd rescue of persomnel from C/51 and friendly engr unit held by

Germans in Warnache

B/51 rptd rcng considerable fire in NE Warnach,

A/51 rptd at P. Le 3 (2 km NW of Warnach),

B/51 rptd warnach clrereds

C/35 at P. L. 4; A/5l mvg toward P. L. 4 (Tintange-Strainchamps road).

B/51 rptd en atk from woods NE Warnach; arty concn on P 558432 repulsed en

atke.

B/35 repulsed en infiltrating toward Warnach.

CC"A" F.Oe #2, 24 Dec 44).
Plat. C/51 mvd on Strainchamps.
Bn Order 2200, 24 Dec 44),

Ln O. rotd 1/318 at P 567435, 100 yds from LD, rong small arms fire.
c/51 rptd Strainchamps cleared without opposition, continuing adv to N,
rcng small arms fire. Rong mortar fire.

CeQCe rptd minefield and trip wires at P 538450,

A/35 rptd locn Pe Le 1 (Strainchamps-Honville rd).

C/51 rptd locn Pe L. 1.

A/51 ordered to move fwd after D/35 swept area to N.

¢/51 rptd mvg N fram woods P 530450,



DEC  TIME

25 1315
1410
1430
1630
1645
1700

(Insert #16;

26 0800
0945

09850
1000

1015
1100

1111
1130
1145
1150
1155

1200
1205
1208
1210

1215
1245
1400
1425
1430
1437
1500
1540
1550
1606
1700
1710
1730

27 0755
0800
09800
0940
0850
0955
1000
1010
1022
1040
1055

A/51 reorganized after strafing by P 47's,

A/51 rpt? locn just S of P.Le 1.

Ln 0. rptd 1/318 took many P.W.'s in Tintange, resistance light.

C/51 rptd locn 50 yds S of Hollange, rong mortar, rocket, and AT firee
274 AFA Ln plane rptd conon en veh and personnel in Hollange.

C/51 patrol rptd drawing fire from Hollange. _ i

Bn Crder, 25 Dec 44).

Plat C/51 and 2 plats A/35 start atk on Hill 490.

Adv elms, C/51 and A/35 rptd locn P.Le 3 (Rd E from Hollange), rcvg arty
from NE, direot fire from N and NW, small arms from Hollange.
Requested air spt from CC"A," also obsn of Hollange-Hill 490 area by
arty en plane.

A/51 rptd locn PeLe 2 (500 yds N of Strainchamps~Honville rd), 318 Inf
rptd 600 yd advance from last night's posns,

Plat B/35 mvd up to spt A/51.

A/51 rptd loon S of P. L. 3 (vic Hill 460) with left flank on hwy and
right flank at P 545470, rong arty fires

C. Oe rptd mines at RJ P 539471,

CC"B" rptd locn vic P 525491,

A/51 rptd being strafed by planes from their rears :

CC"A," rptd en clm mvg S on Bastogne hwy last seen at P 545510 at 1130 hrs,
A/5]1 rptd 200 yds S of P. Le 3 in contact with C/51 on left. Plat B/35
rptd 200 yds S of A/51. :

Requested air spt from CC"A™ against en clm.

CC"A" rptd air spt already looking for en clm.

C/51 and A/35 rptd en rocket fire from N.

CC"A" rptd en clm no longer visible, but air spt would atk en gun posns
600 to 80C yls NE of Hollange.

c/51 rptd locn Pe Le 3, rcng small arms fire from woods to KE,

318 Inf rptd locn W of Honville, '

Plat C/51 and 2 plats A/35 on Hill 490, rong fire fram Hollange.

Arty preparation began on Hollange.

A.51 at P. Le 3, rong small arms fire fram right front.

Arty lifted from Hollange; 2 plats C/51 and plat A/35 began atk on town,
C/51 rptd P. W. 's being taken in Hollangee

318 rptd rong considerable arty but little small arms fire in Hollange.
B/51 rptd mvg in on right of A/61 to make contact with 318,

CC"A" rptd en aircraft active,

C/51 rptd Hollange almost oleared of en.

3/318 rptd Honville taken.

c/51 rotd Hollange taken.

Arty prep fired on Sainlez and Aux-Fourchons.
Attack began as planned,

C/51 on P.L. 4 A/51 & B/51 200 yde south of Pe Le 4e
C/51 held up by fire on right (543488)

A{51 150 yds S P, L. 4.

Priendly air rpts 8 en tks vic 5551.

35 Tk Bn will fire on enemy at 543488,

B/51 ordered to move according to plan,

35Tk Bn moved to support C/51.

318 on high ground just N Liverchamps, )
A/51 just N P.L 4, awaiting arty concentration on Sainlez. Will attack
immediately after concentration.

s 34



DEC TIME

27 1130 C/51 preparing to take houses along main road at P. L. 4, supporting tank

fire has stopped. :

1135 C/51 held up by MG fire from bldgs on road,

1150 Arty prep placed on Sainles.

1156 A/61.receiving mortar fire,

1220 A/51 ordered to move om Sainles supported by fire from B/51.

1240 CC"R" sector quiet.,

1246 A/51 moving imto town, meeting some resistance, taking a few prisoners,

1305 A/51 has reached churoh in center of town,

1330 318 moved out on right,

1350 ¢/61 & B/81 at P, L. 5, A/51 holds Sainle:z, B/61 reports movement inm woods

_ on right flank,

1400 3 AT guns rptd knocked out in 8ainle:,

1456 318 2 Xm N of Sainlez.

1456 B/51 rpts 2 sqds pinned down by MG & 20MM fire caming from NE of town,

1580 /61 & B/51 100 yds 8 of P. L. 6,

1630 /61 rptd 300 yds ¥ of P. L. 6.

1640 Vehicles moved to Hollange & vic,

1642 /51 held up by a tank.

1730 C/51 rpts on P. L., 7 receiving MG fire,

1900 B/61 " still pinned by fire.

2100 c¢/m & B/61 abreast on Pe Le 7 & tied in on main highway, "p" receiving some
SA snd AW fire. A/51(-) remains in Sainleze 1st P1t/A Co out posting A/35
on hill 510 east of Hwy,

(Insert #18 Bn Order).

28 0800 B & C/51 moved off as schedul ed.

0830 B & C/51 abreast on P. L. 8 meeting no resistance.

1045 One road block & a few mines on highway 300 yds south of Pe Le 8, Bngrs
examining for removal, ,

1048 10th Armd Inf Bn reptd in contact with friendly forces at Bastogne. Bois
Buhu & Bois 4’ Hazy cleared of enemy.,

1116 B/51 meeting same resistance at Chateau Losange, (/51 crossing P. L. 8.
Engrs removing two road blocks & mines,

1140 ¢ & B/51 200 yds N of P. L, 8 & enocountering small arms &20 mm fire,

1145 C/61 at P. L. 9 still moving, :

1207 /51 reaches P. L. 10 receiving MG fire.

1210 /51 sends patrols to'recomnoiter Bldg at 552540,

1410 B/51 atoks Chateau supported by B/3§ Tks receiving SA i MG fire.

1500 B/51 receiving SA & mortar fire from right flank 318 moving to assist,

1550 B/51 moving north along axis of advance after clearing Chateau. c/61 receiving
SA fire from Hill 530,

1600 A/51 mounts in vehicles & moves to Assy area 400 yds S of Chateau Losange
5565186,

1630 Bn Forwd CP moves to Chateau.

1710 Companies tie in ¢ on left, B center, A along trail in last edge of
Chiversoux Forest,

1710 MG's on Hill 530 continued to harass C/51.

(Insert #19)
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DEC

29

30

31

TIME

0500
0800
0830
0900
0920
0926
0950

1025

1030
10456
1100
1100

1106
1430

1530

0530
0700

0830
0845
0900

1020
1030
1045
1060

1065

1125
1125
1125
1315
1350
1420

1600
2100

0368
0720
0830

[

~

R

Arty fires at coordinates 56305300 & 56705310(Lutrebois).

¢/51 & B/51 move out as plemmed. '

C/51 rpts left flank pinned down by SA fire & MG fire,

B/51 rpts receiving SA fire to fromt,

B/51 moves out, :

B/61 rpts receiving heavy MG fire, tanks of B/35 move out on resistances

B & C cos dleaning out houses on P. L. 10.

B/51 rpts one self propelled gun to their right rear in woods. B & C between
Pe Lo 10 & 11 bringing arty to bear on SP gun & alsc moving tks into positiom
to fire on it,

A/51 ordered to move forward to give close support to B & C.

10 Armd Inf Bn sending patrols to contact c/51.

B/51 recelving heavy fire from SP to right rear.

1/134 on riet progressing toward objective which is Marnie. 3/134 attacke
ing town of Lutrebois & receiving heavy mortar &-arty fire from woods to NE.
C/51 contacted 10lst AB Div in Bastogne pocket just N of P. L. 12,

B/51 at P. L. 12 receiving some SA fire from NE.

B/51 not in contact with enemy

A/61 in position Bois d' Hazy on P L. 12 in reserve. B & C take defensive
position joining east on line P 564553 - P 567545 C on left, B on right,

Bn alerted for counter-attack for Vic Lutrebois.

3/134 Inf Bn rptd to hold only the west portion of Lutrebois.

Enemy rptd to be infiltrating Mortelange-Bastogne hwy west of Lutrebois,
51 ordered to move into woods west of Lutreboie.

51 CP attacked by enemy infantry. Mortar fire also fell around the Chat eau,

Hq Co, MG Plat, section of tanks A/35 drove off ensmy attack. Medical

Detachment moved to Vic Hollange.

20 to 25 enemy tanks rptd moving KW from Lutrimange to Lutrebois,

A/51 rptd 9 enemy tks NW of Lutrebois,

Enemy tanks reported 800 yeds NW of Lutrebois. Air support called for.

A/51 rpts friendly arty falling short on their positions 1 km west of

Lutrebois in woods,

A/51 reaches north edge of woods west of Lutrebois. A Co working on 2

ensny tanks east of their position,

A/51 taking some prisoners, B/51 moving south to tie in on left of A/51

Mortar & arty fire falling near Bn CP (Chateau-Losange).

B/61 moved to west side of highway, west of A/5l.

¢/51 in woods P 563545,

2 enemy tks moved fram Lutrebois west into woods P 560529,

2nd Plat A/51 & 2 tanks B/35 ordered to block trail at P 560517 against

hostile attao¥ fram North. .

A & B/51 sweeping woods to SE

A/51 unable to tie in on right with 134 Inf Regt meeting resistance from

AW & SA fire in woods P 6559529,

A/51 separated from 134th by MG fire. Still attempting to made comtact.
Patrols fram A/51 rpt 1 enemy tk & 4 enemy SP guns in P 561529 near trail,
B/51 starts sweeping woods west of Chateau north fram Chateau met no res-

istance,

CHA



DIC TINE
81 1216
1410
1820

(~ ' - / i

Vid

Bneny small arms fire & MO fire at P 559828, . - '
CC"A" rpte enemy column moving SW toward Wordine mmemy scmeentration at
coordinates 572526, , Verbal orders not to weaken itself &f Peserve strength.

Use atohd unit on right as reserve if' necessary. ,
G-2 rpts crew of JU-88- bailed owd vie Remi-Ghammpagne. § Of 4 E8L11 &t large.

(Settiam it Gt

WILLIAM M, CRANE,
Capt., 51st Armd Inf Bu,
8-3 - -




INSERT #1

. Bn Order for 1 Dec Ly:

Enemy holds east-west line through Rimsdorf,
- 53rd Armd Inf Bn is on our right; 1st Bn, 101st Inf on our left,
51 and C/8 attack north tomorrow at 0800, secure the high ground east of
Rimsdorf, and be prepared to continue attack northward to viec Schlosshof Farm.
Os.ﬁgtillery preparation on edgd of woods west and east of Rimsdorf from 0800
to L ]

Formation: column of compani es--"Bn, mnpn, ngn,
Line of departure: "A" Co present posion,
Axis of advance and phase lines: (map)

B/51 mounts on tanks of G/8 by 0745, follow planned route and secure high
ground east of Rimsdorf,

A/51 follows rapidly on foot, prepared to extend "B" Co's left or attack
the southern half of Rimsdorf.

C/51 follows A/51 on foot, prepared to assist either "A" or "B" Co or
protect right flank,

Ald station at Q558333; two 1t tks of D/8 will evacuate casualties.
Supplies to companies tonight.
Hand-carry radios.

CO will be with "A" Coj;command vehicle remains in Burbach,




A 7 mmen
& for 2 Dec Lls

’BJth Tk Bn rpts en inf in woods N and NE of our present posn, L en tks
" rptd in NW edge of Bois d'Altenburg. \
/T $3rd Armd Inf Bn is on our right; 1lst Bn, 10lst Inf on our left.
- 51 atks at 0900 to secure the high ground N of Schlosshof Farm.
Arty preparation on woods N of Rimsdorf from 0850 to 0900,
. Formations A and (/31 abreast, C on right.
Iine of departure: B/S1 present posm,
b Boundary, route, phase lines: (map). v
A and G/51 to have front of approx 200 yds each, with C/51 rt flank guiding
on E edge of Neuwald. Just S of Sarre Union-Domfessel road, A and C/51 halt,
prepared to follow A/8 in assanlt on objective; then take up prescribed posn (map).
B/51 remain present posn until further orders,
Ald station: same location; axis of evacuation same as axis of advance.
Current S0I, Hand-carry radios.
GP - ms&)rf.
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) INSERT # 3

-

Bn Order /for 6 Dec Ll

Enemy occupies Singling, Bining, and Rohrbach; for pillboxes and Maginot
Line defenses, see defense map.,

On our right, 53 and 35 will attack N through Dehling and Rahling; on our
left, 10 and 8 will attack Singling; a bn of 328th Inf will support our atk.,

51 will support 37 in atk on Binning, Rohrbach, and high ground to NE at
Arty preparation and smoke on Singling 0750 to 08.0; thereafter assault guns
of 37 continue smoking Singling.

A/70L4 will maintain fire on pillboxes E of Singling.

B/51, mounted on B/37, move at 0700 to posn W of Bining, and then move on
Bining at 0800. .

A/51, in vehicles, follow A/37 at 0700, move on 1lst objective (nigh ground.
1 km W of Rohrbach) at 0800; then move on 2nd objective (Rohrbach) s and then
continue to 3rd objective (high ground 1 km NE of Rohrbach).

C/51 and C/37 move to vic Q607473 and remain in reserve.

Ald station: Schmittviller; casualties to be evacuated by tank where
necessary., .

Current SOI. A

CO will accompany forward elements in tank; command vehicle will be at CP
of 37 NE of Schmittviller,
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#4351
. INSERT #l
Hq cgnpn

' Rimsdorf

Q553368
6 Dec 1944

INSTHUCTIUNS FUK INITIAL WITHDHAWAL

1. 35 Tk Bn will move and take up a reserve position on high ground vic Hill 356
(594436), south of crossroads at 603451. Movement tonight will be completed by
070530. This bn will remain in reserve position until moved to assembly area on
order CG CC"A", Lth Armd Div.

2. A medium tank bn from 12th Armd Div will leave its present position near

M rrberg (5125) about 070580 to bake up a position west of the ~S road and in the
vic of 606462. 35 Tk Bn will furnish an officer and non-commissioned officer as
guides for this bn, Guides will report to G-3 Lth Armd Diw at 070600. Div Fwd CP
is in west end of Domfessel, Route of March: Domfessel, Lorentzen, Rahling, CR at
003L51, assembly area (o06L12).

3¢ Units will remove all trains and resupply vehicles from the area north and

east of the L'eichel river which flows through Lorentzen and Voellerdingen, Movement
will occur tonight and be completed so as to have all these vehicles closed in their
trains areas by 070530, Thereafter there will be no forward movement of %rains
except by the 37 Tk Bn which may have a minimum of resupply vehicles only. Assembly
area of trains: present area unless these areas are north of 1'Eichel river in which
case trains will move to vic of Thal (568348).

EARNEST
CG

MURDOCK
S-3

4/
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R INSERT #5
CONFIDENTIAL H) ¢ wav lup
Loudrefing, France
18 Dec L.

TU: CU Div Arty, 35th Tk Bn, 53rd Inf, 51st Inf,

l. A systemajic road patrol has been ordered by Division to guard against
enemy paratroops which may be in the 4th Armd Div area or may be dropped in the
area in the future,

2. GC "a" has responsibility for an area as shown on attached overlay, For
the purpose of conducting this patrol, and only in this connection, CC "A" troops
include the Artillery Command, 53rd Armd Inf Bn, 51st Armd Inf Bn, and 35th Tk Bn,
Unit responsibility: See overlay. Patrols commence at daylight 18 December 19l
and continue until further orders.

3+ DBach battalion will maintain thorough coverage of its assigned area with
a minimum of three patrols operating simultuaneously and as many more as is necessary
to accomplish its mission., Each patrol will consist of not less than 2 or more
than 3 vehicles, one of which must be a light tank or = half track; each patroll
will consist of at least 8 men, The remainder of the Battalion will be organized
as 1 ieserve ready to reinforce g patrol in its area on call.

Lo Units are cautioned against setting up a patrol on a road which has not

. been cleared on mines. st i roov ot for mine sweeping through this Hq,

5. a. Bns will open sufficient radio nets to provide for continuous commu-

nications with patrols,
b. CC "A" Command Net will open at 150700, 51, 53, 35 and Div Arty will

remain in this nct until further orders. Hourly reports will be made to this
Hq by radio; any unusual report may be made by télephone.

+ 0, Div Arty, 53, 51, and 35 will submit an overlay and plan for patrols to
this hq by 181000.
EARNEST
CG

MURDOCK
. 5=3

In addition to original instructions (18 Dec Ll): Patrols will be
instructed to be suspicious of all civilians., No civilian movement
outside of towns will be permitted, and civilians must remain indoors

after dark.
EARNEST
CG
FURDGCK
5-3
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SECRET S T T T Hq ccran, LAD

L AUTH3CG.CCHA" Loudrefing, France
Initial HOP 19 Dec Ll

MARCH Ut
i;pirﬁﬁfbpe Road map: iiéOO;béO - Sheet 57.

1, CCrA" moves at 0900 19 Dec in one clm to asgy area VicLONGWT., The
Command may bivouac the night of 19-20 in the area BRIEY-AUDUN.

2, @&, QDER OBoMARCH CLM HIT I.P,
35 0900
Hg CC"A" and Plat B/LB9 0940
1 - 0955
A/24 and Plat/995 1030 (Join clm at CUTTING)
A/L6 10Ls
q Div Arty
66 1055 -
9L
53 1210
A/& B/25 12)i5 :
Tns (Incl A/126 1300 .

b. Route Hwy D-126 - CG 131 - N 74 = N 399 N L10 - PONT-A-LCUSSCN, N on hwy
N 52 - N 52-B = N 0o - N 52 to destination, {Marked map atchd).

c. I.P.; RJ. Route D35 and D12o.
d. Average rate of march - 124 MPH,

e. Halts: First halt 1045, thereafter 10 minute halt every two hours
ending on the hour,

3¢ a. There will be no movement from Bivouac areas until time e cessary
to hit IP.

Each unit establish In with preceeding unit.

Limited MP traffic control by CC. Units will post ovm guides at
critical points,

"A" Trains march with units, "B" Trains remain in unit Biv areas till
ordered out by CC S-L. Service Co. Cmdrs report to CC S-L at CP

CCra" at 0800 19 Dec.

Areas and billets will be policed prior to departure. : .
Advance parties for each bn and separate unit will be limited to one (1)
¥ ton truck. Report to IP at 0800 to Colonel I thers.

lolo

[l
*

il

EARNEST
Cmdg
OFFICIAL:

MURDOCK
5-3

i




. INSERT #7 -

-—

Bn march order 19 Dec il

Enemy has launched counter-offensive with at least eleven divisions in our
1st Army zone. (For details, see Ln O's Rpt for 17-18 Dec LL). inemy air
reported active. ‘

CCrA"™ moves at 0900 to assy area vic LONGNY, but may bivouac for night in
area Briey-iudun,

51 moves at .830 to cross IP at 0955,

CC order of march: 35, Hq cCra, Flat B/L89, 51, i/2L, Plat 995, A/lio, Hq
Div Arty, o, 94, 53, A/25, B/25, Tns (incl 4/126).

Bn Urder of march: G, Hq & Hg Co, ked, B, 4, Maint, 4 Tns.

Route: Gueblange- Gelucourt - Assenoucourt, Guermange - RJ 307200 - IP
thence, see CC"A" march order),

IP. RJ route D35 and D126.
Average rate of march: 125 MPH, 70 yds between vehicles,

Halts: 1st halt 1045, thereafter 10 min halts every two hrs ending on the
hour.
Staff establish 1n with preceding unit and control trafrfic.

"B" tns remain in area. Serv Co Cmdr rpt to S-4, CCma" at 8OO,
Ren plat 1dr with one 3 ton truck rpt to Col "Withers at IP at 08:C,

Radios on listening silence,
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e INSERT #8
Bn march order 1800, 19 Dec Lkt

Major unit moves to Arlon (Belghum) at 1930).

51 moves to Clemency (Luxembourg) at 1915.
Urder of march: same.

~%
¢

foute: Audun, Aumetz, Longwy, Houte N-18 to Aubange, Messancy, Clc.ency.

Rate of march: 8 WPH; use cat-eye lights.

iten plat move out at once to post guides, find billets in Clemancy and
rcn kessancy-Clemency road.

Radios on listening silence.,



INSERT #9
Bn march order 1230, 20 Dec Lls

LO to o0 enemy in civilian clothes are reported in this area. BEn rptd at
itedange, =n is expected to atk at Norille., En tanks rptd at P587046, £E35023, and
Longvilly (Fol60). 130th Pz Lehr Div rptd at Wardin (P0056). Large scale en
atk expected at P5558. US tanks rcvd small arms fire at P558508. Pillbox at
PoOB520, Atk is expected at Po347. Unidentified tanks rptd at P5605. #n inf °
rotd at P605505, German forces rptd moving down from AAichen sector.

Div Hq is in Arlon, CC"B" at 0230 rptd no en contact N of Arlon.

51 will move to Toernich at 1330 to outpost town.

Urder of march: same,

Route of march: Selange, Hondelange, Wolkrange, Toernich,

Ren Flat place road guides and furnish billetting party.

Radios on listening silence.

- SRRt TP
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"~ INSERT #10 -~
Bn order 1lol5, 20 Dec IL‘L;:

Enemy information same,

D/35 is in posn N and NE of Arlon,

51 will send a task force at once uncer emd of Capt Rockafeller, consisting
of C/51, section Ren Flat/51, D/35, assault gun plat/35, plat i/2lL, to establish
road blocks N and NE of arlon.

C/51, section ren/51 and A/2L will move at once, picking uo assault guns/35
at Arlon, to join D/35 N of Arlon, prepare 3 defended double road blocks N and Ng
of Arlon, and patrol between roads of the road net. Road blocks will be prepared
but not actually put in position as long as friendly troops are known to be in
front of them. TF/CP in viec junction of 3 roads.

Remainder of bn remain in posn prepared to move to reinforce TF fRockafeller,

Radios on listening silence except in emergency.
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h o INSERT #11 _

SeRET T T-=-=== Hq CCwAn UYAD
Auth: CG,CC"A" Udange, Belgium
Initial HCP 21 December .
Date 21 Dec Ll

FU A1

Maps: Virton, Tintigny, Arlon, Luxembourg, Luebuy, Vielsalm,
1. a. See Intelligence Uverlay.
b. III Corps atks to the North with Divisions abreast from right to left
80th Div, 26th Div,rﬁth Armd Div., ULth Armd Div atks with CCs abreast, CC"A'" on
the right, with Res Comd following CC"A" by bounds on Div order. 25 Cav (-4 & 3)
will screen to North of CC"B' and upon contact protect left flank of the Division.
CCwB" will maintain o ntact with CC"A" and be prepared to screen the movements of
CC"A" and artillery into their atk positions,

2., CCup" will move to atk posns during night 21-22 Dec and atk to North at
H-Hour (see overlay). Both Task Forces will cross i-hase Line "RED" at H-Hour.

CUnPULILTIUN GlorunCons

LiskT CULUMN (ALaNIS) RIGnT CULUMN (UDzN)

51 Inf (1 co) 35th Tk Bn (-lco)
Co/35 (B) , ca/51 (C)

A/2l @ plat &2 Br Trk) Plat/A2L plus 2 Br trk
A/704 ( - 1 plat) Plat/a/70L

274 FA Bn oo FA Bn

Medical Support ‘ hiedicul Supnort

3. a. A/25 opcrate under CC control, Wove at once and establish screen to
North of CC"A" along Phase Line "RED" (See Upns overlay)., ieport when screen is
established, Establish and maintain contact with 20 Div on our right. &~ove to
North and screen CC"A" on CC order; upon ®mntact with enemy, report and develop
situation until main forces come up, then screen right flank of SCunarn,

b. TF ALANIS assemble this afternoon vicinity TUEINICH; move to atk assembly
area N of ARLON on CC order after dark; atk North crossing Phase Line "i=D" at
H-Hour, (See Upms overlay).

c. TF ODEN assemble this afternoon (Less outpost forces) vicinity
MWOLKRANG:; move to atk assembly area N of ARLON on CC order after dark and con-,
solidate outpost forces into Task Force there; atk North crossing rhase Line "R.D"
at H-Hour (See Upns overlay).

d. Arty will move to positions along route of respective columns Vest of
ARION afternoon ?1 Dec. Be prepared to support movement of Task Forces curing their
assembly night of 21-22 Dec, and supvort the atk to the lorth, hegistration nct
permitted.

(1) All units be especially zlert for enemy air atks; local security
vill be constant and thorougzh.

(2) TF Cmdrs ren routes as far North as rhase Line "iiD" this afternocn;
minimum number of vehicles,

e a. "A" Trains with units; held o a minimum.

b. Task Force Cmdrs arrange with sub-ordinate unit cmdrs immediately
for supply of same.

4 &
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( INSERT #12
Bn order, 15 O, 21 Dec Ll

101st Airborne Div and elements of 9th and 10th Armd Divs have been cut
off in Bastogne by German counter-offensive, Nearest rptd en at Redange. 1l en
tanks at Grosbous. 3 bridges out in Martelange., Road crate S of Martelange.
(see also intelligence overlay).

CC"A" atks N at wHn-Hour in 2 clms: Task Force Alanis on the left and Task
Force Uden on the right. CC"B" moves on the left of CC"A"; 4/25 moves out today
to secure CC"A" atk assy areas and ren to N until en is contacted, then screens
right flank of CCman,

Bask Force Alanis eonsists of 51(-C), B/35, A/T04, A/2L, with 274 in support.

Task Force Alanis assembles in Toernich and moves at 1800 to atk assy area
vic Tattert; atks N at H-Hour, advances in zone of action to destroy the enemy,
and effect contact with friendly forces surrounded in Bastogne,

Urder of March: :

Advance Guard (CU0 - Capt Rockafeller) Ren/ 51 and Ren/70L, Plat A/51, Plat
B/35, Plat a/70L, Squad A/2l and bridge truck, 1 med 3 ton,

Main Body: A/g; (=), B/35 (-), a/2k (=), Hq & Hq Co/51, Med/51, B/51, A/t0h (=),
1 med g ton, A Tns. (274 initially in posn vic Stockem, then follow rear of column.

Route, boundaries, phase lines: (see opns overlays.

Ren/S1, vith plat ren/70L atchd, moves at once to ren assy area and set up
outposts to N,

Radios silent until first enemy contact.
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- INS&RT #13
Bn order 12 G, 22 Dec ui: L

Bn rotd in and around kartelange; 4/25 rcvd MG fire from W end of Haut
Marteclange,

TF vden supnorts us by fire from high ground N of rerle.

TF Alanis atks immediately to clear Inartelange, and secure a crossing over
the river,

Formation: 4/51 and B/51 abreast, A on the right.

Boundary between Cos: Arlon-Bastogne highway,

A/51 on foot, supported by plat B/35, clears Haut kartelange, outposts it,
prepared to continue on to river abreast of B/51 and secure a bridgehead,

3/51, mounted on 2 plats B/35 and sec 4/704, moves out when A/51 reaches
Haut kartelange, and clears W sidkof town up to river, mepared to secure a
bridgehead,

A/?h be prepared to repair hartelange bridge after bridgehead is secured

cP initially at P504357, then follows axis of advance.

Hand-carry radios,.

£0



Hqs CC maAn, 4 a.D.

elange, Belgium
2y December 19

%:;h‘agﬁ, CcC "A":
tials
Dates 2 Dec L5 :

F.0, #2
MAPS: TINTIGNY, BASTOGNE (1/50,000)

l. 8. See Intelligence Overlay, :

B. U4th Armd Div. contimes attach North with CCs abreast from left to
right CC WB", CC "A", 26th Div zone extended West to include BIGUNVILLE and will
hold that town with 2,9th Engr Bn, 188 Engr Bn atchd to L4th Armd Div., will defend
and block portion of Div zone from BIGUNVILLY (Bxel) to MARTELANGE (Incl). Res
Command, Lth AD, upon relief by 188 and 2L9 Engrs will move durin night 24-25
Dec to left of CC "B" and atk North, early 25th Dec, 2nd Bn/318 nf atchd to CC"Bn,

2, CC "A" with 1st Bn 318 Inf atchd will atk North at 250800 in zone and
link up with friendly troops South of BASTOWNE, Formation Inf Bns abreast, 51st
on the left, with 35th Tk Bn in general support prepared to immediately exploit
a breakthrough, .

3. a 5let Inf with Plat A/2L and Plat Aézgh atchd atk N in zone at 0800,
and gain contact with friendly troops vicinity BASTO@NE,

~ be 1lst Bn 318 with Plat A/2l and Plat A/70h atchd atk in zone at 0800,
take tomn of TINTAGE and drive North and galn contact with friendly troops vicinity
BASTOWNE, Bn will assemble vicinity 5642 during noght 2i4~-25 Dec, and move out in
time to atk from LD at 0800, Arty preparation will be on call by Cbsr with 1lst
Bn., when it reaches LD,

. 35th Tk Bn with A/2) (~2Plat) and A/704 (-2 Plat) atchd in general

support of both Inf Bns and will coordinate atk with them. Be prepared to exploit
a breakthrough at any point in CC zone, Send Ln O with 1st Bn/318 Inf with radio.

d. Arty: 66, 274 Armd F.A. Bns direct support; 177 F.A. Bn general
support. Fire harassing fires during night 24-25 Dec. » and preparation for atk
as requested by Combat Commander and Inf Bn Cmdrs, Support the atk,

e. Engrss Platoons with Inf Bns responsible for clearing mines from
all roads within Inf zone of advance keeping well up to the forward elements,
Platoon with 1lst Bn 318 blow all bridges on right flank of zone, 08 A/2l report
to CC mA" CP for coordination, :

f. 'A/25 continue patrols on both flanks of CC A",

X (1) In ;‘rogl %eft to right. CC "A" will send Ln with radio to lst

Bn/318 Inf, ,

(2) Tk Co. and Inf Co., in WARNAC® will remain there for security
reasons until released to their Bns by CC order,

(3) Units be especially alert against enemy air atk and ground ine
filtration,

b a. S-l 1st Bn 318 Inf Contact S-i CC "A" and arrange for supply.
b. PW evacuation to Bn CP by units; from Bn CP to GC "A" enclosures by

CC, upon notification from units, } o
c. Afu6 Med Co. in PERLE; Collecting Point, MAKTELANGE,

5. a. CC axis advance: Main road LaTulaNus to BASTUGND, Roving CC Cmd
CP along same route, '




: Hq CC mA" Lth Armd Div. F.O0. #2, 2l December 19LL. (Gont'd)
b. Current S0I, cCall sign for 1st Bn 318 Inf: 25 Dec HJX; 26 Dec IRH,
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INSERT #15,

Bn, Order 2200, 2l Dec Lit

Concn en vehicles v':l.c‘sdnlu. 10 t0 20 en ta ks vic Chammont, &En rptd
massing ta ks S of BASTOMME,

CC "A" continues atk Norths 1/318 atchd to GC "A" and atks on right of S1j
35 in general support. OC "B" on left of CC "A", 26th Div on right.

51 atks at 0B0O to adv in zone of action and contact friendly tps. 8 of
Bastogwi plat A/2l and plat A/704 atchd to 51; arty and air on call,
eft bdry: RR; rt bdrys N-3 grid line 55, |
Axis of advt Bastogne highway (also bdry. between co.).
LD: Strainchamps - Tintange rd,
Phase lines$ See map,

C Co on left of hwy clear Strainchamps with 1 Flat, with A/35 in spt on high

ground NE of town; then clean out woods and adv N,, keeping contact with 4 Co.
A Co, on right of hwy adv Nabreast of C Co after Strainchamps is cleared.
B Co, remain present posn in rsv until further orders,
Plat A/70l4 spt A/51 and C/51 with 1 sec each,

Plat A/2L sweep rds in zone of adv,, be prepared to blow bridges on exposed
flanks on order,

Supply and evact axis of adv,

Current SOI; C,0. will be on axis of adv., Ex. O, in E 2one, S-3 in W zone,
Capt. Lashinske en O to 1/318,

KXol

1




.U\I on'.lt'f /flé
Bn trder tor 25 Dec Llh:

Large conen en vehicles and personnel rptd in Hollange; en dug in SW of
iullange and on Hill L90; en vehicles rptd in Sainleg,

GC "B" is on the left advancing NW of “ambay Chenet; 1/318 is on the right, -

moving KW from Tintange.

51 atks at 0820, rissior “lc cae,
ori1omilor. wxis of adv., phase lines: same,
LD: A and C Co. present posns,

»

Plat C/51 with A/35 (=) and sec A/70L mvs N to secure Hill L490; then G/51
(-) with plat A/35 mvs N7 and clears Hollange, prepared to continue adv to N,

_ A/51 secures Hill 4o0, obsws Honville, prepared to continue adv abreast of
3/51 after nollunge is cleared.

3/51 reuain in present posn until further orders.

Lort and assadlt gun plats be prepared to fire on Hollange or Hill 490 on call,

. \rty preparation on Hollange and hill 490 until 0800, then on call,
Supply and evacuation: same,

Cummunication: same,

| TH
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Hgs Cc "A" Lth AD

° Warnach, Belgium
Amuthl 0G.CC "A" 26 December 19ul;.
9
In.‘ltiala o
26 Dec w .

r.o. ! 2

l. a. See Intelligence omlvo
B, CC "B" and Res Cmd Lth Armd Div. contimue atk to North night of 20-27
Dec, 6 Cav Squadron will continue its advance North along right Flank of CC mpw,
35th Div, arrives in sector between Lth Armd Div and 26th Div and prepares to advarc e
to the North, 27 Dec,

2, OC "A" continues atk in zone to join with friendly forces South of BASTUGiis
at 0800, 27 Dec, Units will move to assembly and defensive areas, as given to Ln
Officers this afterncon, when contact with friendly troops is attained, No change
in zones of action,

3. a, 1lst Bn 318th Inf and Slst Armd Inf will secure towns and objectives
within their®zones, supported by 35th Tk Bn., Each Bn initially hold out a mindmum
of one company minus one platoon as Bn reserve. Atk will be pushed vigourously
and relentlessly,

b, 35th Tk Bn support both Inf Bns Paying particular attention to assist-
ing in securing key terrain features,

G Arty, Air, and 4.2 Mortars missions on call., It is insisted that this
be used to the maximum, Arty will fire 10 minute precaration from H-5 to HL5,

d. A/25% Outpost road from MOLLANGS South to BUDAUUL ang patrol road from
CR at 539056 South to CR East of WARNACH 550}25,

e, Tank Destroyers: Block roads within zone of attachment, especially
roads to East of 1st Bn 318 Inf sector.

f. Engineers: Continue present mission, Be prepared to be used as an
Inf Reserve in case of counterattack, Probable employment in present zone of action,
X, (1) Units will designate air targets as far in advance as possible,
Target designation must be specific as to type and location,
L. a ©CC "A" control Point and Water Point at HEINSCH (567241)

» b. Axis evacuation -~ Main road BA.S’.KJW' t0 WTMGL. ¥ed Co. at
MARTELANGE]  Coll. Point at WARNACH,

5. a. Current SOI,
b, CP CC "A"s Initially WARNACH, then axis of movement.
<
ZARNEST
Cmdg.
OFFICIAL: .

MURDOCK .
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. INSERT #18
Bn Order 2000, 26 Dec Ll

L. l. a. Elements of 1Lth and Sth Paratroop Regts in contact enemy vehicles
in Sainlez. No details known as to strength or disposition.,

b, CC "B" on left will continue attack to north tonight. 1/318 on
right vic Honville continues attack with like mission of relieving BASTUGH s,

2, 51 attack north at 0800 with mission of Jjoining friendly forces south of
Bastogne,

Boundaries: - West - Strange river; East - 55 N-S brid line.

Axds of advance - Martelange-Bastogne hi ghway .

Phase 1ines: Same (see overlay II 8)

ID: C and A Co present positions.

3. a A and C/51 attack abreast with A on right and C on left., Highway

is boundary between companies,

b. C/51 will clear woods to north.

C. A/51 attack Sainlez.

d. B/51 remain in present position and support A with fire to i and NE,
After C clears woods, B moves to PSLOL82 and fire on Sainlez from SE. Be prepared
to move through A to north,

e. 35th Tk Bn supports attack.

f . Mortar Plat be in position to fire on call,
v g. Assault Gun Plat fires smoke or HE on ¢all,
5 h. L.2 mortars fire on call,
i. Arty fires 0755 to 0805 on woods to N. thereafter on call,

L. Supply and Evac - no change,

5. Signal Coﬁ - radio,




INSERT 719,
SECRET . Hqs CC "A" Lith AD
%ﬁi t§a1 s WAH, Warnach, Belglm
ials . 27 December 19l),
27 Dec 19@ [
F.O, #4 - laPs:  BASTU@E 1 /50,000,

1. a. En situation to our front unchanged other than we know the 5th Para
Troop Div, has been reinforced by elements of 104 Regt Pz Gr, Div,
b. Uth Armd Div continues mission of driving North in Zone and establish-~
~ing contact with friendly elements vicinity BASTOME, = Gpder of units from left
to right: CC "A" 9th Armd Div. (Atchd) > Res Command, CC "B", GC "A"™ Lth Armd Div.
CC "A" 9th Armd Div. continue &tk .tomorrow; Res. Command, now situated in BASTOGNE,
wi_ii sontinue patroling road from ASSENOIS to BASTCGNZ and clear out gone; GG 13"
continue atk tonight and join with friendly forces. 35th Inf Div., on our right,
continue atk in zone.

2, CC "A" with Inf. Bns abreast, continues atk to North at #o@g to join with
friendly forces, vicinity BASTUGNE, See opns overlay for new boundries,

3. a., 5lst Armd Inf Bn atk North in zone at #0728, clearing area from present
lines to first road to North, then continue North in zone, join contact with

friendly forces.,

be 1st Bn 318 Inf with Plat A/25 atchd, atk North in zone at #opp/, take
town of LUTREBOIS, continue North and make contact with friendly forces,

¢, 35th Tk Bn continue present mission. Move D/35 (~) around left flank
of 51st Inf on order Lt, Col., Oden to assist movement of 51st and reconnoiter in

force,

d. Arty - Fire 5 minute preparations from H-S to H for respective Inf Bns
prior to their atk. Coordinate No-fire area with @8C "B" arty, Fire harassing and

interdiction fires during night 27-28 Dec.

€. Engrs - Continue present mission. Be prepared for enployment as an Inf

Reserve, .
fo L.2 Mortar Cos Continue present mission,
g+ Tank Destroyers: Continue present mission. GCuard carefully avenues

of approach, especially tank avenues, Patrol main road from WARNACH to SAINLEZ,
h, Cavalry: Atch one platoon to lst Bn 318 Inf, Outpost West and East
flank of CC "A" as per verbal orders of Combat Commander, this afternoon,

ho No cha.nge.
S. CC "An CP WARNACH; forward CP along route of advance,

BARNEST
Cmdg

CFFICIAL:

MURDUCK
53.
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Bn %rder 2¢@g, 27 Dec Lt

l, a. PW's indicate that l4th Paratroop Regt still in contact on North with

mission of holding at all costs. 5th Paratroop Div has been reinforced by elements
of 10l Regt Pz Gren Div. : ,

b, Res command now in BASTOGNE and hold Assenois - Bastogne road, CC "B
on immediate left continues atk tonight to join with friendly forces. 35th Div on
right continues atk in zone. 318th on immediate right now located 2 Km N Sainlez.

2. 51 attack north at g8@# with mission of breaking through to BASTOGNE and
opening Martelange - Bastogne h ghway,

Boundariest West - West edge L'Arloisiere, thence N along highway to

Bastogne,
Bast - Trailg?PSSBSB) NE through woods to NW-SE road west

of Lutrebois, thence generally along line Iutrebois-
Maruis, not including these toms. (see oveplay to
accompany FO #l CC wA")

Axi s of advance - no change.

Phase lines - 2, 10, 11, 12, 13 added (see overlay #3)

3. a. C and B/51 move out abreast, B on right, C on left,
b. A/51 remain present position until ordered to move,

C. Arty fires @755 to @8¢@ on woods north of present position.
d. L.2 mortars fire on call, '

b, Supply and evacuation - Martelange - Bastogen highway.
5. Signal Communication - Current S0I,

s ‘
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Bn Order 24§ , 28 Dec UL,

1. a. mneny holds Hill 53@ and town of Lutrebois, '
B. CC "B" on left in contact with BASTO®E forces as objective, 1/13L
on right attacks N tomorrow with Maruis as objective, 3/13L attacks Lutrebois
tomorrow.. 318 now in CC "A" reserve,

2. 51 attacks north at @8¢¢ to join Bastogne forces.
Boundarie:s - no chorge, -
Phase lines - no change, ' '
Axis of advance - no change,

LD: -~ north edge of woods now occupied.

C and :‘51 move out abreast, C on left, B on right.
B/51 takes Hill 530 and continues advance,

4/51 remain in support until 3/13k moves up on right in atk on town,
Arty fires on call, Harassing fires on town of Lutrebois tonight.

3.

K alilid o

k. Supply and evacuation - no cl{ange.
5. Signal Communication - Current S0X:

g
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SUBJECT INF

825 rpts evidence 0800/en buildup for atok
Vaux-Les-Rosieres P4448 with SA and At fire

fr dir Bastogne 09204/

25

101 AB rpts en inf and armor massing P 587518

at 1400/sounds of hvy fighting to NE CP 44

about SM away at 1415A/400 to 500 inf 40 to 50
trucks/40 to 50 trks P5064 inf conc at P475615/G-2 CCB

Civ rpt 50 en with 20 captd U.S. soldiers
including a Col A7 Booange

En inf rptd on all but SW side of Bastogne
friendly trps. there rec SA, mort/arty fire.

3 Us Se trks and 45 B at Remoiville

P4948/20 en inf mvg fr Remoiville dir
Nives p474%;n 6 man ptl and en O P
vic 473472/ME 109 orashed vic P516444
at 1220,

En build up in Nives/Co Breville/Remoiv-

ille area/approx 190 inf/4 AT guns obsvd
in area/no indication of tks in area.

40 en and 4 AT guns on Hill vic P488489
rptd by object,

Rosieres P4448 now ocoupied by en

Strong en force attacking Chaumont
approx 17004.

8it vic Chaumont under control and quiet
en rptd to hold town,

En dismtd patrol mvg E to W fr P475475/n0

other en action.
Bn tps on rd btn 54748970-t0-559475
En ptrls adtive/SA fire rcvd/en baszooka

temms infilt toward our posns/sit under
controel 11304.

cCa

CCA

10

256

CCB

25

25

CCa

ccB

Civ rpts 4 en tks and 150 en white clothing * 35

in Bigonville.

1230/2 dismtd en obsvd in Sure P464473/mo

other en activity

25

53 and TD on our west Rpt 25 en in Vaux-les- 25

Rosieres .

N

FRM 10

G~2

25
CCR
cCa

CcCB

CCB

CCB

G-2

25
CCB
CCB

G=2

CcCB

CCB

G-2

G=2

¢0



DATE IN OUY MSG TIM ‘UBJECT INF ” FRM 710
DEC No  SIGN

24 1407 12 1330 40 En obsvd vic P490485/1305/6 men ptrl with 26 g-2
M@g W along rd vic P479430 routed by arty fire ccs

» 1447 14 1400 Civ rpts approx 150 en mvd fr Strainchamps 6526444 CCB 25
to Sainlez 548489 last night,

" 1705 17 1650 1645/4 en dug im vic P487482)no other en act obsvd 26 ccB

" 1900 18 1815 sSit 1800/en hold Sures /Nives/Corbeville/Remoiville/Igt 25-CCB

traffio obsvd btn towns throughout day approx 15 en
dug in vio P484477/approx 40 en in posn vic P490485
1 tk obsd in area vic P491489 at 1305/friendly unit
rpts no en aot obsvd in Vaux-les-Rosieres since 0800
Lgt arty vie P501472 at 1300/no other en act in ares.

" 1955 21 1925 1910/3 man en Ptl adv SE fr vio P473471 Contacted 25 G2
our OP and withdrew NW under fire no other en act. CCB

26 1345 12 1230 1223/20 en mvg SE along rd vic P460476/Ecme en "X .
wearing white hats,

" 1120 13 1110 civ rpts 1ge no en para at Laneville 3950, 63 G=2

" 1410 156 1305 Pe our 1230/20 en mvd back into Sures P463472 26 CCR
can we fire on sure

" 1455 17 1255 Have rpts that en are wearing white capoa/brovious CCB G-2
Ppts also said other portions of clothing was also 1048
'hiteo

n 1230 12 1200 Fwd elms rec SA fire/Erandrws rptd olear of en/some CCB G-2
en still being cleared fr Chaumont.,

" 1410 17 1325 101 Inf Bn rpts en buildur still in w, G-2 Net

" 1525 23 1430 Reliable source rpts 5 para div to atatk Resture CCB G-2
all posn atk to be led by kit E Co 2 Bn 15 Para Regt,

26 1845 26 1636 Are you sending elms to our right flank if so what CCB 25
locn we are pushing all night, '

27 1637 16 1620 FElms loc vic N Hampre rec hvy SA fire and some CCB G=-2
direct fire fr N and NE during afternoon,

» 1850 20 1805 1755/hpprox 100 en inf withdrew before 8th tk adv /
entered woods vic P530505,

28 0022 1 2300 Est 40 en infiltrated fr E to Hompre thought to be ¢CB 25
in town at present time.

" 0855 3 0840 0830/our posns no change/no en contact 1 ptrls Mvg CCB G=2
on CP.

-2 - é/



DATE 1IN
DEC

28 0900

w 1122

29 0330

30 1330

31 2350

22 2142

23 1530

w1622

24 0812

" 1445

25 0822

. 1440

. 1920
» 2110

26 0825

" 1600

NO
4

13

16

10

13

13

16

22

24

20

OUT MSG TIML

SIGN
1925

1101

0250

1300

2300

2125

1215
1615
0800
1340
0750
1414

1835

0740

1345

"SUBJECT INF | : FROM

1755/approx 100 en withdrawing before Inf advance CCB
entered woods vic P53050S,

Woods at 542548 rptd being clear of last em/on ccB
light en resistence.

Poss en threat fr N or NE be on alert/ron rt in allCCR
direction, '

Rpt indicate en in U.S. uniforms are infiltrating CCB
thru our lines unk pers in american uniforms will
be required to ident themselves.

35 Inf Div rpts Buildup in woods P5753 J230A 2 cos G-2
Inf rptd mvg NE fr Tarcohamps/unk no inf mvg SW Sainlez.

SUBJECT ARTY

1955/unident AP flying E to W burst into flames and 25
fell vic Vaux~-les~-Rosieres P443480 amber cluster flare
obsvd same vic at 2105,

ngee SP guns rptd in CP 630 NE believed painted CCB
white

Re our 0950/1-75mm AT gun Dest. 25

Our fwd elms rec direct fire fr NE unk wheather AT 25
or tk are SA arty fire rec during night/other wise
no change,

1230/en bazooka team dest vic 511478/1300 en arty fall"
ing vic 501473 size and dir of fire unk .

En act during night consist arty and SA fire/red CCB
and white flares rpted.

1350/hvy con en arty fire falling in Remoinville 25
P4931183 coming fr. NE.

En rocket minnie firing fr 514443 to NW about 16304 CCB

8-88mm guns dest at Salvacourt/en arty posne CCB
strafed at Villegrox, ‘

Ops rptd at Neurburg and Mettendorf 15 klm E Lus/ CCB
Ger border at co ident had 9 81ba20 and some 6Cum
bazookas/no AT guns, .

1428/20 rds arty fell vic P53458 fr SE/time of 25
flight unk tdec

TO
8

G-2
CCR
53

10

Net

G=-2

G2

CCB

G-2
CcCB

G-2
CCB

£a



DATE IN
DEC

26 1512
" 1517
27 0850
" 1045
" 1083
28 1240
28 1652
29 1440
30 0753
" 1035
" 1430
31 0402
" 1200
" 1258
22

* 1225

M8G TIME

KO
21

22

10

11

17

N =

SIGN
1427

1430

0820

1010

1023

1115

1630

1430

0706

1025

1212

0330

1157

1250

1145
1100

SUBJECT ARTY FRM 1O

2 PW's captd vi: Grandrue ident B Co 104 Prr 16 _CR 10
P2 Gr Div/the pw's came fr NE of Aachen via %eiler &
104 PGR was in rest NE of Aachen for ? weeks and left
for this area about § days ago.

1 PW captd vic Grandrue {dent 3 Btry 33 Pz Arty Rept 2CB 10
15 Pz Div Rtry expected to be vic Hompre in woode/gs 8
Pz Arty Regt left Aachen seotor 20 Dec/arr this area

24 Deo/not commited as yet.

Friendly units rec arty at 315584 whizh was partly CCR 10
toxic 1 man evac rpt at once any use of toxic smoke 8
or bases.

Friendly air rpts 8 en gun pcsns PPoss 8fmm at appr-CCA G=2
ox 550516/air atckd them,

Hampre rptd clear of en/fwd elms on high ground E CCB Ge2
of that town rec same direct fire though comming fram
Nandne ,

Sector quiet no atks since dircct fire at Clochimont CCR 10
and our interdioction of rd south Mochet last night,

SA and 1t arty intersection 4 km SW of CP 58/no otherCCR Ge2
act along rt.

Photo inte;/ht P4656233 well camo AA guns mtd on G-2 Net
veh dug in/at P454619-8 hvy AA posn believed 88's

P446628 1t and hvy AA posns 27 Deo/P387779 strong pt
or hvy AA posn at P489978 str pt or hvy AA posn.

0745/no en contact/hvy arty/en air/signal flares active 25 -2
through out night to N and NE.

1U15/6 rds est 105mm fell vic 600 meters E Hompre 26 (cca
P530515/a1r of fire undetermined. G=2

12 rds med arty fell vic/Assemnis at approx 1000 CCB G=2

Barrage of approx 12 ehells landed vio 563480/

believed to be rocked type. 25 G=2
En rocket and arty barrage fell on Sainlez/no CCA
further into " Ge2

1230/22 rde med arty fell vic P 569475 ®r ne time
in flight 5 sec. *  Ge2

SUBJECT TANKS AND VEHICLES

1 tk rptd vic Bastogne 09207 25 (=2

Civ rpt est en pz div Arrgiurolle P 4864 after dark

last latter part of unit/@S vehs led by U S peeps 25 (Ge2
mvd to Givry and Rouette, d peep 4\gCR
[ =

e



DATE
DEC

22

22

23

24

IN

1500

1745

210
1525

1535

1622

1659

1851

0828
1000
1222

1311

1407

1445

1450

0840

0965

1120

2110

MSG
NO

13

13

16

2 4

11

12

13
15

13

24

ol
s. .

1430

1728

2025

1515

1450

1615

1150

1830

0820
0925
1200
1300

1330

1340

1410

V805

0920

1110

1950

SUBJECT TANKS AND VEHICLES C( 'D

IDIA B rpts armor massing at P587588 40 to 50
tanks and 40 to 50 trks at p 506414154

4 tiger tks atkg Vaux~Les-Rosieres P4548 fr

SE 1720 4

26 Inf Div rpts 30 en tks vic Arsdorf P 6442

1 Bn pers carrier 1 en ambulance 1 armd car 1
US peep entered Pemoiville P454482,

Unindentified scout car/2 peeps/5 dismtd men
mvg NE at 625356

Re out 1209/ US trk dest/bo tk knocked out
by AG fire

En armd olm mvg SU/HD clm at Lutrebois P5653

AT11] 5=

Atack oonsisted 10 to 30 tks rvg S fr Grand
Rue to E and W of town

0810/1 en armd car vic P488482

En trps and veh on rd BTN 547489 and to 559475

Civ rpts 4 en tks in Bigonville

53 Inf and TD on our west rpt 25 en in Vaux~
Les-Rolieres/Bn clm of 5 tks/ﬁo other veh mvg
SW fr P 3554 AT1100 Berchdud P5237 olear

En mt ol and US peep entered Remoiville/len
tk type unk at P4914891315/burning veh loc
vic P458490

Friendly trp rpt 5 en tks vic 523482

TAC/R rpte 6 or more en tk on side of rd in
field P4856 AT 10304

En tks mvg rptd at 548488

Now clearing woods A5247 unk no tks rptd at

548488

Civ rpts 30 or 40 en tks at Remange 3955

Unk no en trks dest in Tintange trks Bonville/
Sainles/Tu tks dest in Sainles/4 in Bompre/Ba

trks dest on hwy

fr Sainlez to Bastogne large

smount en train/NE Bastogne/tks dest by FB.

4

-5-

FROM TO
CCB
G=2 25
CCR
CCA
G=2 .25
G=2 Net
25 CCE
CCR G=2
CCB
25 G=2
€CB 10
25 CCB
25 CCB
CCA cCCB
36 cca
25 G=2
25 G2
25 (+[04.]
25 CCB
CCB 25
» "
63 G=2
G=2
CCB 25
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DATE 1IX

26

27

29 -

30

31

1085
1140
1400
2200

2300

0005

0042

0938

1326
1440

1430

1515

1526

1650
1200

13356

MSG 17
NO SIuN
24 1006
8 1036
16 1322
30 2103
31 2200
1 2110
2 2200
7 0845
7 1237
8 1430
4 1212
] 1445
7 1430
10 1620
6 11587
7 1140

SUBJECT-TANKS -AND ¥EKICLES- -\ - -~ « ---- FROM

piv rpts lge olm en armor going into palloeocht CCB
P9249 fr B no clm at that pt/at 1000A mere later

Lge olm en armor rptd going into Dehlhoecht
P7349 fr E HD olm at that PT at 1000 9

1000 A TAC/R rpts cons Deralbe motor veh act CCA
obsvd mvg both dir btn Boulade P624470 Baschlesden
P6246

En olm with 156 tks mvg 8 fr 8ibret to Clochimont
direct fire last point olm mvg 8 fr Morhet areas on
has track laying vehs CCR

2 Atmd olms rptd by 55rd Inf Bn olm mvg 8E fr  0=2
Sibert P4954 other fr Mornet P4553 mvg 1315
at 2145A

En olm with 15 tks mvg S fr 8ibert to Clochimont
also en clm mvg 8 fr Morinet CCB

BEn vehs captd w Bastogne ogntaining many CP and
other signs used by our trps partiocularly 101 A
B Dive Be caréful of such signs~ G=2

What is en sit/re armd olms rptd vic Morhet
and Sibert last night 25

Armd olm mvg 3 fr Houralise air working unit 25

Photo inter/at P465623/3 well ocsmo AA guns
mtd on vehs Dug ime 26

1 tiger royal/ 1 tiger/ 1 mk four dest by
friendly fighter bombers vioc Lutrebois 10
strafed same vic/some left burning CCB

Air rpts 32 en tks mvg N Bastogne P5645 and
P5652/1415A CCB

Bn tk 1 rptd 561520/ 12 en tks rptd 572527

‘) en tk snd 1 co inf 676618/ 3 en tks 570502

2 on tks 560528/ total no en tks knocked out

vic Lutrebois 18« CCB
1615/1 en tk mvg NE fr PE77504 towards

Lutrebois _ 26
Fr inf rpts 6 en tks mvg N along rd fr 25

Villers-La-Bonne-EAU/P670502

35/Inf Div rpts 6 tks P570503 Jj225A/ 6 tks
P564528 1200A G2

cCcs
cCB

CCA

28
CcCA
cCB

26

CCB -

CCR

CCR

CCR

Ge2

G=2

G2
cCA

G2
CCA

Net



"DATE’
DEC

31

22

268

28

29

30

IN

1606

1714

1810

1251
1620

2003

1340

1940

1134
1200

1250

1760

2010

1600

0UT M3G
NO

9

10

11

13

15

22

13

17

13

TINF

ST
1543

16656

17586

1245

1500

1725

1215
1310

1800

3705

0826
1450
1920

1565

v

SUBJECT TANES AKND VERICLES Cor—*D
.

Justice rpts reo counter atok vic Villers
P573502 by 2 en tks and undetnd inf at 1500/
atck not strong often rpts 2 tks at 561529
at 1520 hrs .

Add en osst for 30 Dec/2 tks type unk dest
by friendly arty fire

36 I.De rpts 6 en tks P573484 our arty hit

then 1 small CT atk 1 tk and some inf P572499
at 1745

SUBJECT RECONNAISANCE

D of 25 Cav C P 49 mvg air CP 20/c of 25 Ce¥
at 484345/CP same Luen/mvg slow no en contact

D of 25 Cav fwd elms AT CP 20 and mvg inmto
Witry/all other dispositions unohnged

25 Cav CP at 496422/ D 35 CP at 470402 with
plts at CP 3 and CP 20 and O P at 478440 C
25 Cav CP 508445

25th Cav CP loon 489449

25th Cav fwd olms 464472/CP 42/475484 495474/

'507479/n0 sn oontact

25th CP no ohange/ with OP at P494482 with
OP at P52750/523495/526485/fwd 518459/ no en
cal/ho en oontaoct today

25th Cav CP 75/CP 118 tr cocn no ohange
Ptrl rpts CP 73 clear of en

Morhet clear 271566 A cleared Marge Reste
280915A one one-half HRR olm traveling E from
St Hubert to Moirey thru river

25th Cav CP at CP 118/D of 25 CP at 72 with
OP at CP 73/533507/528495/E of 25 Cav CP at

CP 118 with 0P at 527444/520474 en cas today
2 PW/avg no en contact

Quiet night/no en act rptd
25th Cav CP loon Hompre

1914/umident obj and streak of fire passed
over CP 72 fr SK/obsd in air for approx 5-sec-

" Re out 1445/ assault t no en act obsd .
around that/;ic gun *p

aTe

CcCB

CCB

CCB

36

36

36

35

36

25
25

cCB

CCB
CCB

26

10

10

25

G=2

cCcB

Net

Kot
G=2
CCB

G=2
CcCB

G=2

G=2

G=2

s

e
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DATE IN OUT MSG TIN® SUBJECT RECONNAISANCE CONT*D, FROM TO
DEC I

so 2237 14 2100 8pecial precautions will be taken that no
light flares or visible signals will be shown CCA 25
Btn hours of 0100 and 0300 Dec 3

31 2018 17 2001 25 CP loon CP73/D of 2 5 CP loon CP 100 with
‘ fwd elms 568442/557510/564605/5684486,/570488/
566478/859475/ 1 fr F of 25 loon 548519/ 1 fr
F plus 1 sect 704 TD loon 555488/no cas today

2000 no en oontact 25

i1

» 2019 18 2001 2000/ 1 white para flare obsd to NE 25

SUBJECT IDENTIFICATION

22 2115 14 2100 PW 26 engr Bn 26 VG Div oaptd vic P 6067 at
1400 A state two atks planned 1 with tk/ 1
with Inf/had not materialized at 1720A 25  Het

23 0435 2 0320 Our men captd by en in town 3 lmm E of CP 49
‘ passed info of operations for tonight 22 Dec/
password for next 4 do.yl/up of yesterdays
22 Deo disp of units with symbols/probably had
code names 56 et

. 0940 4 0816 3 PW oaptd at Q515449/these mon belong to the
8 Co of Schimmjager Regt No 14 their mission
was to report the loon of our forces= 10 ceB

" 1048 6 1000 P564489 t/wood vio Chaumont Regt was in
rp
Nolland P 5347/yesterday and left in N dir/pw
marched into area fr Ger 8 days ago= 25 CcCB

&' .. 1813 21 1730 6 PW oaptd vic P515470 ident 8 Co 14 Para Regt

= place of capt eny MSG 1310 hrs should read

* 513470 CCB  Net
" 1905 26 1840 1740/2 PW captd vio P474466/ 1 PW fr Hq 1 Bn

: 408 VA Corps/Hq in Remoiville P 494484 at

- Chateau Acruss st fr church 1 PN fr Hq 3 Bn

14 Para Regt/Bn CP in same Chateau 13 btrys

76 nm guns loc 300 meters W of Chateau were

to move to alt posn N Remoiville after 1800/

Srd Bn 14 Para Regt loc as follows 9 Co Nives

P468481/ 10 Co not in area/ 11 Co at Remoiville/S

Plat 12 Co at Coverville P474485/cther 3 plts

at Remoiville have 80 mm mort 1 Bn 14 Para to 25 Gm2

W of 3Bn/2nd Bn committed on the W= cCB

. 20156 26 1906 Re out 1840/PW states AM dp for 408 VA at Wiltz/
PN states an assault gun brig with 7&m med brl
} l gun on mk 3 chassis supports 14 Para Regt 12 or
13 US med tks captd vic Wilts during breek thro\z:gh G=2
5 cCB

=8 _ (7
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“ pabg In.

DEC

24

26

27

2150

1210

0837

0632

1905

6803

1165

31130

1332

2830

0829

0967

1530

NO
32

19

2l

14

32

Tl
ST -

2045

1145

c812

1604

1825

0740

1040

1024

1250

2109

2120

0830

1310

SUBJECT IDENTIFICATION CONT' FROM

-

5 PW oaptd in woods W of Hollange ident 7 Co
14 Para Regt CCB

PW 7 Co 13 Regt states Regt str was 3,000
2 days ago now est to be 2,000 53

€ PW captd in Bdange 24 Dec 1dent as stragglers
6 Co 15 Reg/they had lost their way and
believed towmn free of US trps. CCB

Mined br at 551297/now clear/ 5 PWs oaptd inm
woods 5248 ident 1/4/7/ 14 Cos 14 Para Regt  CCB

1 PW ocaptd vic 568435 ident 11 Co 13 Regt

str Co 60 to 60 men/mission was to Co D to
Tintelange/no food or smmo rec for Sedays/
morale/falling 15 Co dissolved 14 Dec- CCB

15 PWs captd vio Chauwmont ident H 1 Ba 11 Co

Hq 3Bn 14 Para Regt/17PW ident 2 Co 5 AT Bu/

rptd 1 Bn withdrew 70 to 50 supplies sufficient

to Bn level/trans to Cas difficult because of

our arty and aire ccB

2 PW captd today said they were fr 104 Pl gr
Regt 15 Div/says supplied were being brought
fr Wesler for 3 Cos 10

PW oaptd 5150 ident 1 btry 408 va Corps rptd
their radios jmmmed btry of 6-guns was to go
into posn vio Remichmpagne/btry cptd HE and
AP =mo/PW fr 14 Para rpts hvy losses~ 8

FW captd this AM rpts 27/ Ger 3 PP tks mvg W
thru Cugerville 24 Deo/56 arty guns mvd W thru
Remiohampagne 23 Dec/civ rpts He saw /en Para
vic P 530375 on 25 1200 and was fired upon by

SA vic P502372. 25

25 PW captd W of Grandue 3 Co § Bn/Co had 3/
8%mn guns which were dest G=2

7 PWs captd Hompre/ident Hq 2Bm 5 Co, 8 cy
5

- 104 PG re in posn rear Bn since 24 Dec

Co 80 men arr this sector 25 Dec/Morale good/
rumor was VG Div supposed to be ready to move
8 to reinforce 104 PUR CCB

Approx half of PW ooming in are fr 8§ para div
others rrsco!SColicolOiP:GrRogtallo

Hq Btry 1 Bn 33 Arty Regt 15 Ps Gr Div and 1 Co
33 Engr Bn 15 PGR used as doughs/rptd mines not
armed at 0616563~ CcCB

Hsgtqtu 800 men 901 Pz Gr Regt at Lutrebois

o3

TO

G=2

ccB

G=2

G=2

Ge2

ccs

CCB

‘Net

cCB
256

10
25.

14
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. pMs IN OUT MSG T, SUBJECT IDENTIFI oM coNT’ RN 70 ,
28 1415 12 1408 1130/2 PW stragglers fr 6 Co 104 PZ Gr Regt esaptd |
in Hompre/Co was in def posns bekind Pars units/
morale low because of lack of food/gas supply
1ow/2nd Bu 104 POR mvd into area fr Arsbesk Jer -
| BTN 21 and 25 Deo 1 olu demobilised om rd for ' ‘
—_ 5 hrs because of gas shortage PW evao te COB 26 -2

® 1320 1 14 1546 Ask PW if gas and feod supplies suffieient and I

how and where is it oeming=~ . GOR G=2
) 1525 16 1620 26 Inf PW eapt vioc Kavmaare idemt 2 bm 36 Iaf ]
Regt 9 VR vie | COR O=2
"29 1946 12 1756 n losses 26 to 28 Deo/ 92'kd twe wi 40 PW

5 trks/S ocars/l14 AT guns/2 arty pieces 750
rds over/ 1 persomnel ocarrier 40 baseokas/ ’
no act today - COR &3
31 1000 3 5121 PWs ocaptd vic Lutrebois ident 2 88 Pz Regt

1 88 Div slso PWs ident fr 167 Inf Div/Veh

cono rptd by PW along rd thru woods PES8S3S8

to P 613558 to P 613558/ 1 88 Div rptd to

have 60 to 80 tkse ' ¢ccB 8 i

SUBJECT MEBSAGES OUT |

22 0951 1 0900 Fwd elms one half km NE red phase lime/mvg 8/2 ‘
slowly-behind dismtd cav no en contect rptd= 61 CCA i

" 1738 2 1720 Our fwd elms half way thru CP 8 rec SP and 8/2
rooket or basooka fire from We 51 CoA

" 1843 3 1802 en 8 A and M G and rocket or basooks fire

~ caming fr vie 566387/en force est at 30 to ' ;

| 50 not believed to § out off and presenting 8/2 cca |

P stiff opposition 8 |

Reooow 4 2515 8 to 10 rds 106 mm arty fr due north fell on R
Martelange rt 2130 A en resistance oconsists of 8/2 cc
hvy m g fire fr windows of bldgs 4in tomn 51 .
23 0420 1 0350 1 PW oaptd Martelange ident 12 Co 15 Para

Regt evac med channels states co has 120 men
moral high/.' Co began atck 16 Deo moved to
Martelange 2 days sgo/mission to seoure t
rds blown but were holes to cross on debris

on foot/PWs state Co well supplied food 8/2 cCCa
rovd yesterday mvg field post no L 21130= 51
o] Qe
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. DATR ‘TN
DEC

23

24

ouT

1166

1215

1240

1520

1617

1840

1804

1448

1746

MSG
NO

T

1100

1109

1202

1216

1520

1670

1700

1404

1655

1740

SUBJECT MESSAGES OUT CONT*D - . FROM

Vo

3 vehs obs on rd vic 542417/ unk if fr or en

look like US peeps/obe heard 3 tks mvg vio

560411 fr 0830 to 0930 at 15 min interval/

saw tk trks 2,000 to 3,000 yds W of that pt/ 8/2
saw 3 en soldiers at SW edge of woods vic 51
549415 heard en SA fire coming fr vic 562413

1 PW captd this mng at Martelange idemt Srd

Bn Hq 15 Para Regt was attached to 10 Co with

8 other men of wham he was in charge states

10 Co had 120 men and 4 tks in towmn/2 of the

tks were US captd/states he came fr Bachlfiden
6246/yesterday on foot/ 10 Co was here night 8/2
before last/came fr Tintange 5744 51

1 PW captd Martelange ident 10 Co 15 Para 8/2
Regt/conﬁ.ms info given by other PWs 51

Belgian Off at Martelange states vic woman

ocamning fr Radelonge 550400 this mng 3"}' 2

en dressed in uniform of UB soldier with US  8/2
peep staying in house at N edge of town/off 61
is willing to lead party to capture them.

Civ pessing along rd fr Bigonville to
Martelange says she saw en tks firing fr

posn around farm just N of rd 1 lm B 8/2
Martelange 51
4 rds arty est 105 mm fell in Martelange - 8/2
approx 1520 A fr NE - 51

En cas rpt 22 Deo neg/rpt 23 Dec 3 PWs 3 wd
1 kd/ 1 en oar captd/ 2 US two and ome half 8/2

t/irks/ 3 peeps recaptd fr en - 51

Ron plt rpts brs at 578405 and 578416 intact
later not in good comdition/ ford at 677429, 8/2
en OP edge of woods/at and orater=block rd at 651
574451 /rovd sa and mort fire fr vic 580428~

133 PW oaptd Warnach ident §/8/7/8/10/12/ .
14 Cos 15 Para Regt and 2nd biry 11 Para 8/2
Ar Brig 51

Bn compeletely oleared fr Warnach at/715
est 80 to 100 en driven imte “

CCA

CcCA

.CCA

CCA

CCA
CCA

CCa

cc*




DATE IN OUT

DEC

24

25

2007

0844

1107

1430

1425

1300

1433

1432

uSG TP

NO SI...
4 1900
5

6 2125
1 0800
3 1105
4 1145
5 1320
6 1240
7 1345
8 1415

-

N

iT* TR TO

' $2/51 ccaA
wools NE town still in vic/Tfr !'ve repidly rapidly
toward P14/ No en opposition rptd/ will consol date
at Fi 4.

2 pw capt woods NE Varmach Ident 14 co 15 Para Regt/ *
Arr Warmach 23 2400/ Rumor was they were cut off
and they fled.

En cas rpt 135 pws 160 kd 140 wd/ sp 75m ag/ 1  S2/51 ¢ea
drmo car/ 1 1t mort/ 4 mr dest/ 1 2} ton trk us/

1 US peep/ 1 US 3/4 tontrk/ 1 three inch gun/ approx

300 rd est 75 mm ammo/ 7000 rds US Cal 30. mg ammo

2000 rds US cel 50 mg emmo capt/ 1 2] ton trk US and

105 M 8 armd car dest req usable equpment be evac.

En at fire rcvd at dusk fr edge of woods vic 581447/ »
est 88mm at least 1 and poss 3

En act consisted of samg fire early in evening/ " "
neg rpt since then

Rd mind w camo teller mines armd with trip wires v "
at 538450 -

En op at 563434/ hvy sa end mg fire coming fr " "

woods vie 535456 and 542452

15 pw captd vic 533447 ident 4 co 5 Zngr Bn 5 " "
Para Div were 1 plt bro ught frw 1 Lt2 by trk/

wepe defending rd block at 540451 with 3 mg 12 fr

8 co 15 Para Regt previously in Warnech rpt cc

now in woods N of town suffered hvy losses in

wpons/ few left/ 2 pw 6 co were intintinge 2 days ago/

sent outds messenger to tell 8 co to provide own

ell around protection/ co str 80 med left fr

original 130 120 other pw evac med chennels

Reg immediate reply re your msg ©6805A and 0920A "
more specific info on en tks at 508488/ who obsvd/

dir of movement/ est of no

unk no en inf dug in vic 527457 rd mindd vic " "
537455

friendly inf on our rt rpts 1lge no eq/ obsvd in " "
tintenge 5744

“12= —



"DATE 1IN
DEC

26

OUT MSG
NO
1650 9

1800 10

2010 11

1137 12

0809 1

1118 2

1723 3

2000 4

0823 5

T
SIL“‘ i

1647
1734

1925

2300

0750

1050

1651

1935

1500

1600

SUBJTCT MESSAGES @HT CONT'T FRO

at 1600

rd mined at 512449/ consists of 6 or 7 teller
mines on top of rd camo with menure

on cas rpt total 73 pw/ 27 of them evac through "
med channels/ 40 kd/p‘S'O wd/ 2 morts 81 mm dest/
US equip recaptd 1 T trailer quartest trriler/
2 helf tracks/ 1 peep

pws capt vic 5445 ident 9 co 13 para regt 15 co "
14 co 15 para regt evac thru med channels/ pw

15 co 15 para regt states co was org as td co
employing bazooksa in lge quanitieg/ est 54 in

co left tintange 1200 today states cp 13 para
regt and 15 para regt and apprdx 10 sp and towed
now 105 mm in baschleiden 6846 at 242200

en act rpt neg - "

2 pw captd NE Warmach ident 8 biry 408 va corps "
were fwd obs for btry/ 4 towed 105 how in posn
574446 until vesterday

req locn fwd elmts units on rt and left incl 80
and 26 divs.

92 pws capt hollange ident hq 5/6/7/8/ cos 14
para regt mission to hold at all cost Sand 6
cus had 70 men fa/ 8 and 8 cos 130 men fa

en cas rpt 174 captd/ 7 kd/ 12 wd

9 pw captd NE Hollange ident 3 co 5 engr bn 5
para dev mission to hold at all cost until
relief tonight them withdraw to assenus

133 pw taken su far today ident 1-3-4 co 5 engr
btn 5 para div 1 co 33 at bn 6/11/12 cos 13 para

regt ?zyara div/ 6 co 104 pgr 15 pgd 6 co tm nolte

div r~1/3 co 5 tmattached 13 para regt all captd
vic sainles

-13~

70

" 1n pl rpts bn pers and vehs in hollange(5347) s2/51 cca

"

72



7

e

2040

0035

0100

0103

2115

1605

1922

2200

2210

2215

1722

e R

LRk
FROM »
L

Pw states 60 6 0o 104 pgr 1t seleh in samdr 5 82/51 @y
ongr W capt martais eoao_o’Sungr.hllt raepnak
oollmumrut 1t sander oo 12 oo 13 pars e |

rogt 1t stuemoel

wcaptd:q;ﬁnlnidlttoo&nahlmny » L
eocudrumdnohwhunlmlm'umcdo '
luen rpts 60 Gomdr 1 1t buule 4 py 7 00 13 pare regt

same luen 0o 1t stuewer o '

on cas rpt/ 141 pw/ 11 a 3 towd T5am at LI
4 towd 20 m aa gquns/ lk:{ml Szat gun/ 2 morts

80mn/ 7 mg/ 3 primemovers for 1t at guns/ 2 tks/ 1 trk/

1 us 3-4 t trk/ 2 us peeps/ 1 staff cardest 1 prime

mover for hvy at gun captd

pw ceptd vic woods n saiwles ident 7 00 104 pgr were %
polish oonscrips state they were carring mort mm mo

fr dp in house at 547515 tm op at castle at 555517

with posns dug in and well prepared 12 bn op and at
ledst2 co of bnatthose 2 places 1 at 547515 alge
op?co/lpvscolo4pgrand1pvongreolO4pgr

all oaptd same vic/ emgr coused as inf came fr

chamont 2 days ago/ miasiom rptd by all to hold

present posns A

Plane seen falling in flemes vic chaumont ident as em * =
by suund of motor only/ occured apprux 2130

20 pws captd viec woods n seinles/ ident 2 co 5 gt " "
bn states co retreated n 1 km at o400 fighing str
of co 8 men co camdr 1t thomas rens of tn formed
into 2 custocont fight had 4 sp 88mm guns dest 2
day ago bn comdr capt funkS engr bn and 14 pare

regt 5 para div were in same loen/ pw states pw 6

¢o 14 para regt states co comdr 1t thomann told mento
save their lives everybody for himself 2 pw 15

brty 3 bn 12 arty regt 5 para div rpts remaining men
¢o co7aur 1t role tm comdr capt miller div comdr
brig yen heilmenn state must territiying exper- -
ience of war was atk by planes using burning gas-
oline bombs pw 13 ¢o 104 pgr/ states we oaptd

last 150mm gun in co/ str 40 to 50 men co comor 1t
Korn 1~ auer/ 8 pw 6 btry div arty pzlehr div rpt
unit left 22 Dec these menleft behind with-150 mm
gun/ 2 pw 3,00 14 para regt rpts elms of regt redrg
into fighting team equal to approx 16n pw 4 co 4
para regt states cohad 40 men eo comdr capt
hollionly 1 hvy wepns left in ¢6/ 2 hvy mg/ pw ag co
14 para rpts mission of plat to hold us as long as

=14

78




DEC

DATE IN OUT,

1240

2206
0647

2350

2352

2355

1530

MSG TIME

NO

SGND

1222

SUBJECT MESSAGES SEN® OUT CONT'D " FROM TO

Poss while bn hq and 7 and 8 co retreated/ pw fr

10 co 14 para regt states this worse withdrawing

n twd remdifusse 5554 pw wd evac thru med channels/
rpts he could not req med air for 3 days/ 1 other
pw evac thru med channels not hdent

7 pw captd vie 5555361dent eng plat 39 vr gegt 26 S2/51 COA
vg div left siegfried line 20 km w sitbourg 10

days ago suffered hvy cas since mission to delay

our adv/ 1 straggler with the pw was ident 14 co

39vg gegt/ during lastlO days/ 2 rations ea con-

sisting of 1 loaf bread half 1b basuage some butter

issued/ plat had 40 teller mines which were aboned

lplat attached/ 2 comtzs gr regt/ ident unk but it had

2209
0630

1123

1130

1135

1440

ron cars with co/ str of 60 men

en cas rpt 7 pw 26 kd4 wd 12 mg dest - "
en act rpt sporadic ary and sa fire ted during . "
night .

8 pw 1 co 5 engr bn 5 para div capt woods viec | " "

553515 ppt they were with out food for 2 days/

tssueiof bread then 1 loaf per msn révd 1 day/

supply canned goods '3 days ago constr 60 mem -

came by rr via cologne/ koblemts/irier , .
.

1l pw 14 co 14 pars reg ocaptd vie 553515 rpts hvy "
ocas during last few days last warm food rovd 7

deys ago single/ they only small amt of bread and
canned rat issued/ mo at guns left in oo '

en cas rpt total 33 pw 18 of them evac thru med " L)
channels/ 16 kd 27 wd & aa guns ea mnting/ 6 20
mm guns/ 1 W approx 170ma/ 2 h/t/ 5 staff

cars/ 1 mort 1 mg dest :

1 pv evac thru med channels/ states hisunit 5 co  * "
2 regt 77 lah/ his umit 5/6/7/ co were supposed to
atok at 0530 this morn/ co str 60 mem/ co haudtstu-

rmors her sch reck/ food sit normal/ 2 mgist
squad -

=]5=




DATE IN OUT MSC TDZ  ByRCT MESSAQRS SENT gonT'D | FRA! 10
DRO NO SGND ’

3 20 1800 2 1715 pw taken by friendly unts/ ident as 7/8 cos 371 regt/527/51 CCA
167 vg div/ ¢o co 7 co 1t sander/ bw comdrcapthatzennetter
regt co 1t col zellner/ div co maj genhofker 8 co co
1 lst 1t froehlich 8 co of 335regt has 4-75mm guns horse-
r drawn also 4 hvy 1 and 4-50mm morts/ 5 days no food/
B Pws taken fr 77 1 states co 2nd tn 2 regt
heptstmedeher/schnelle/ co 2 regt o bessturmbann
B fouher/ sand/ div oo oberfuere monke trps reached
i villers-la=bonne-eau by trk/ short on gas/ mission to
= surround 2 amer div/ to take a supply dp/ lah end mvy
cas in russia 1943 resc 300 repl out of every 77 div in
aec 43/ pw also states about 10-75 Or 88mm anti-tk guns
along rd btn villers-la-bonne-eaw and lotrebois/1 pw
taken fr 1 6o 14 regt 5 para regt 5 para div 1 states co
str approx 30 mén/ completly wiped out today/ very
short rations last 2 weeks

o " 0115 3 0045 2 pw captd 560530 ident 8 6o 2 regt lah rpts 1 tk " "
B _ 3 to 4 on rd vie 561529 along with 3 dest tiss in

L same vi:7 no hvy wans left in co/ elms of 6/7/8/ cos

e total 50 to 80 men/ obsvd for sec of the armor/ erriv-

o ed wilfrs la-bunnelfau 292 400a fr vic stavelot by trk/

faie - : tn comdr cas/ new comdr 1t keil former co camdr 8 co/

e allowance of gas per veh for trip here and mut fr

here 40 liters/ 8 co has hvy moors 120mad med morts

80mu/ and 1 at gun75mm spin organic equip but all

have been dest

a1 0125 2 0050 en cas rpt 30 Dec 44/ tétal 16 / 12 evac thru " "
med channels/ all fr inf 18 kd/Pgb wd/

" 1127 3 1125 approx 20 rds est 105mmfel1556513 1120 dir fr ne " .

" 1255 4 1246 fr inf rpts 6 en tks mvg n along rd fr villers- la- " "

bonne~eau 1570502
" 1840 ‘5 1335 1300/ 1 en tk obevd still in posn at 560529 " "

LA 1545 6 1454 2 pw ceptd viec 559528 idnt 5 co 331 vg regt 167 vg v "
div rpts his co and 1 othercomud into woods e
lutrebuis yesterday fr adenau nr pruemm mud thru
lutrebuis 0430 today saw 2 t tks and 1 plat 77 unit
in center of town saw 3 other tks on rd at 552529
crews dismtd approx 35 men with mg dug in around tks/
tks were f£r77 unit co mud into posn 558528 withdrew
approxat 1045 twd lutrebuis mission to secure and
hold posns at all costs/ 5 co had 40 men 6 co dest/
7 and 8 co had hvy cas also in posn woods e lutrebuis

s : yesterday food revd regular revd hot meal fr field

‘ Ritchen last nighte.
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“pard’ IN OUT MSG TIME

DEC
a

NO SGND
1832 9 1810

1920 10 1845

1130 11 2140

1135 12 2145

o~ FLN

 BJECT MESSAGES SENT QUT CONT': FROM  TO
en cas rpt/ 14 kd/ 20 wi 4 pw total 2 evac thru $2/51 CCA
med channels
civ coming fr lutreduisa ¢ dusk today rpts large " "

no of fn pers and at least2 tks in bldgs in town/
hvy cas suffered by en in town fr arty saw wd
beingtreated

pv‘gif:td w lutrebuis whs onwey to join 5 co 329 " L]
regt 167 vg div was psgd 901 pgr 4 days ago but

couldn't find unit rptd to cp for stragglers in

lutremange 5850 at 1400 today bm comdr 3 regt 339

gegt picked up all inf stragglers and took them to

regt op in woods vie 563531 off in formed them our arty c"~l’ -~
shelled rt of approach march two lutrebuis in

flicted hvy cas only 30 men left in bn end stopped

atk bn comdr org co at regt cp and mud thru lut-

rebuis at dusk with 70 t6 80 men/ this pw left to )

treat wd on edge of town and became lost pw rpts

bn op lutrebuis/ 1 tk mk 5 parked on rd at 58165172

out of ras/ posn of niebelwerers vic 579534/ arty

posn woods ne 1 utremange/ 20 to 20 tks of 77 unit

and 77 leh regt conc vic villers 5750/ told mission to

cut rd and surround 3 us div/ capt weber btn camder eld

repl tn 26 spoketo men and stated this is last big

offort/ if it fails the war is lost

dodlp"tomcurptnnecfurtotalofS/prco" "
339 regt 167 vg div rpts reewdvmo food for 3 days/
crew of nebelwfreers 579534 states they only had 200

rds smmoe
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DATE IM OUT 1'SC TDE SUBJECT MOVEITENTS ' FRM TO
DEC NO
22 1225 . 2 1150 civ rpt est en pz div ar glurville after derk 25 G2
last night/ later part of unit/ 35 vehs led by
us peeps mud to givry and rouette
22 1659 16 1150 en armd elm mvg sw/ hd & m at lutrebuis is p5653 CCB 10
at 1115
26 1055 4 1005 div rpts lge elm en armdr goinginto dahluecht " -2
pT749 fr e/lla elm at that pt at 1000a more later
29 1025 4 0940 rel suurce rpts 3 pg mugs fr houfee lize q6172 G-2 Net
31 1335 7 1140 35 inf div rpts/ 2 cos # rpts mug ne fr tekchemps "" "
: unk no inf mug sw gonlesz
" 1420 B 1348 en clm rpts mug sw fr we din to lutrebuis at 1230 CCB 8
10
1]
SURIECT __OBRSTACLES
23 0747 3 0300 officer fr crown rpts cmmd pillboxes at p538563 CCB 25
field of fire sw/ p 537554 field of fireme/ p556547
field of fire neall located sw of cp 44
w0947 5 0920 ceam pillboxes loc at p 3 8565 field of fire to sw/ 25 CCB
smother at p537554 field of fire to ne also at CCA
present field of fire fr ne/ all sw of cp44 oek
reley msg to older
26 1100 5 1015 bre vic 465473/ 473480/485477 474470 out/ 0945 8pw 25 CCB
captd in sure p463472
29 1300 6 1205 hasty friendly mine field loc 150 yds each side of (-2 Net

rd at 514549 12 yds wide

18
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L v HE ADQUAKTERS FIF T SRLORED INFANTRY £ATTALIOH
APO 2510., U. s. Amy.,

O Larch 1y45.

SUBJECT: After ;iction rneport. B
év 70—+ The sdjutant General, Washington, D. C. (THRU CYALELS).

In compliance with Army Regulations 345-104, Change 3, the following after
action report is submitted Yor g‘;}e montn of Jarm:ery 1955: ’ : e

Monday, 1 January 1945.

The companies remained in their previousiy held deiensive rositious (see
overluy #l) witn C on left, 4 in center and B ou tne right. Tne smail eneny
pocket on the nortneast eage of tne forest neld it's grouna, iiceu vy the
perfect rows of trees wnica furuishea =00d tire lianes. 4.l persomnel resaineq
on the alert for eapecteu counter attauck from tne east. Supporting artiliery
Was active, Sowe mortar rire fell on "gn Company.

Tuesday, 2 January 1945.

Situation was unchnansed during tne morning. Fatrols tron ug Compasy

reported tast the eneny nockst is eppalaitly 05 yards in depta and 10 yards

in wiath, containing 30 to 40 men and 10 to 1. macnine guns. At Uy3u tne .
Battulion Commander issued un order to reduce tne enemy pocket. (See Bn QOrder
#1=5-3 Jr for 2 Jan 45). At 1058 the <nd Fattalion of the 134t Infantry on

our right reported tnat tney had Captured 30 5S¢ Ris in their resumed advaunce
toward the northeast and it was believed that they might nave cone from the pocket.
The plan began on schedule and ot 1210 A Co naa advanced to the euge ol tne wouds.
The report came «t 1337 that the pocket had been reaucea without opposition wia &

all companies were in their assigned vositicus (see overia; #2; along trail in j‘s_
eastern edse of forest and in :08t instances had occupied i1ox noles aud shelters . \
which iiad been dug and built b the enemy. Internittent sortar fire feil near ;
Battalion CP and on B Company area. S
Hednesday, 3 January 1945. : ‘{

: Light enemy artillery fire on b Company was the only enemy activity. Companies
remeised in present positions with exception tiat tae ieft pravcon of G Quapany
was relievea of it's tank outpost duty and #ut into tre fefensive line of tnat
company f'acing north. Bn remainea tied in o. left with iutn Armd [uf Ba and on
the right with 28tn Cavalry. One ,latoon of B Comiuny remained cu out post duty
with section of tanks and platoon or TDs soutn of woods on ra. {Ses overiay #3)
- Jissiovn remained tne same to nold derensive line in east ea.e of wooas au jreveat
enenmy counterattacks from cutting kastogne nighway. (See insert #1)

. Thursday, .4 Jemuary 1945.

1

Sporadic artillery fire feil vicinity Rattalion CP. Comnpanies remainea in
present ;csitlon ana were slerted at Q500 for poesible cousnterattack. All
companies received some artiilery fire but suffered no casuaities. Supporting
artillery fired on tanks ana infantry whicn was reported to te moving from ‘\
Intrenange to Lutrebois.




Frigay, 5 January 1945.

Battalion alerted at U500 for possible counter attack from tne nctly contested
town of Lutrebois which the 134th was still attempting to capture. - Companies
received heavy mortur fire during nignt. C Company pullea ocne jlatoon out or
the line and to the vicinity of the Rattalion CP for a l< hour rest. 'A ana B
Comganies were to follow this procedure in that order. o6 rouras of approximately
75 1sm arty tell in vicinity of Battalion CP at O9%4.

Saturday, 6 January 1945.

Buttalion again alerved at 0500 for possible counter sttuck f£or the Nortneast,
Mission still that of prevaiting Yermans from cuttiany Pastogle ngawsy, a €O of
35bh Tans Bn ana one platcon of 4 Co 704tn TD Bn in direct support. TF Witners
on left (North) and TF Oden on rignt. No change in situation (See insert #2)

Sunday, 7 January 1945.

Battalion was alerted at O400 due to kW report taat enem; ftack trom North
east was schequled at that nour. The attack was not rortncoming ana situaticn remained
the same. At 1020 "Bn Company sent u patrol to tneir front and shortly sfter
crossing the Lutrebois-yillers La Bonne Eau road it was fired upon by a MG from
the east. It returned without casuaities.

Monday, 8 January 1l94J.

At 060U all personnel was awake and alert for any enemy action, NO activity
in Company areas during tie day. At 1720 enemy artisilery and mortar fire fell in
" the vicinity of the Fattalion CP and again at 1940 a large concentration or artiliery
fire fell near the CP. O(ne nalf track wss hit squarely on the hood but no
personnel casualties were suffered.

1

Tuesday, 9 January 1947.

Battalion was alerted at 0600. A warning order for movement came from CCMA®
at 0230 following the information that 137th Infantry wnich relievea tne g8tn
Cavalry on the right of the Bn was to attack soutneast at 1000 while the 1l34tn
and 320th in the vicinity of Lutrebois were to attack esast to the gnigh ground.
At 1215 the Bn was ordered to.move on foot to vehicie asse.oly area tuence to
designated temporary asseubly ares (see insert #3) and revert to Rese.ve Command
(see Bn oraer #2 in S-3 Journal for 9 gan) The movement began at once and at
1500 B and ¢ companies had closed in their assy areas. A closed at 1000 and all
companies remained in tais location (see overlay #6) auring the nignt with all
around defense against infiltration.

" wednesday, 10 Jan 1945.

At 1300 the Rattailon was alerted for movement by Reserye Command and a
billeting party was sent Lo Assenois, nowever, at 1830 another order was iasued
(see Bn orcer #3 in S-J Journal) and companies remained in their present
. temporary assenbly areas for the night preparatory to moving to viein

Luxembourg c¢ity tne following morning.




Thursday, 11 January 1945.

The head of the Bn colwm orossed the IP at 0920. All vehiadar markings were
obliterated for the march and the companies moved out in the order, B, Hq and Hq Co,
A and C. Assembly area was reached at 1600 and the companies oocupied towns as
follows: B in Evange, Hq and Hq Co in Briestroff la Grande, A in Roussy la Bourg
and C in Roussy le Village (see overlays #7 & 8) The Division was said to be in
3rd Army reserve but it was not officially a rest period.

Friday, 12 January 1945.

One platoon B Co moved to Boler. Meintenance and rehabilitation period (
begins. Plans discussed for defense against air borne landings.

Saturday, 13 January 1945.

Reconnsissance made of areas North and East of Luxembourg oity for ocounter
atta k plans in those areas. Bn ordered to move wioihity Bittenburg for tactical

reasons.

Sunday, 14 January 1945.

The Battalion moved out at 0830 and arrived in new assembly area at 0946.
The compsnies were located as follows: A at Bugem, B at Noertang, C at Pont-
Pierre, Hq and Service at Schifflange (see overlays #9 & 10).

Monday, 15 January 1945.

' Rehabilitation period continued.

Tuesday, 16 January 1945, to Sunday, 21 January 1945.

One rifle company alerted at all times for possible immediate employment . )
against enemy airborne landings. (see inserts #5,6,& 7)

Monday, 22 January 18645,

At 15630 Battalion was alerted for movement to 4th or S5th Division aress
north of Luxembourg City (see Bn order §4 s=3 Jourmal) but stayed in present
looation during the night.

Tuesday, 23 January 1945.

Reconnaissance made of areas ocoupied by 4th and §th Infantry Divisions. .
Bn attached to CC"B", Companies moved out at 1615 in following order, B, Hq, A
& C and arrived in sssembly area vioinity Heisdorf at 1600 (See owerlays #11
& 12 and Bn order #5 in S-8 Jourmal)

Wednesday, 24 January 1945.

Reoonnaissance made of areas ocoupied by 22nd and 8th Inf Regts of 4th Inf
Div. CC"B" ordered reconnaissance made of all assy areas for ocounter attaoks

(See insert #8)
.5 /¢
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o change in the sactioal sitwation.

”l: 39 Jeawary 1946,

above named wnit (see Bn ’ord“‘f. in g=8 Jourmal) emd at 1600 A Co loft their
ares follewed by B, Ng and C eempanies. The sempanies arrived et Giledor? whieh
assembly area &% abowt 1700 as whieh +ine she men di mounted,

domned white cemeuflsage suits o blend with the snow and moved on foot o offoot
she relief. A Co relieved I Co of the 319%h om the left and %oek wp sheir defensive
14ien in the vielnily of Fouaren. This was the most exposed sestor of the
Battalien frems and relief had to take plaee after dark to prevent fire
frem the pill bexes of the Siegfried lime whieh lay asross the Oowr River to the
cast. B Cempsny moved %0 longsder? and relieved the eemter ecmpany which was

slepe of the Biederberg ridge. Al reliefs were offoctedsmooth by shrough wse
of plateen guides shd by 2200 all ecmpanies were in positien (see overlays #13

and 1)
| ruestay, 30 Jemmry 1845

‘ No aotivisy.

I wedmesday, 31 Jammary 1945.

£iret activity that osourred sinse taking wp the Gefensive positien eame
at 0430 vhen B Co fired en &a onImy patrol in fremt of their right flank platesn.

1 was -mmwncoa:ounmmounumamu

A 17 msn patro
- pesition, lecate enemy plllboxes, outposts, cheok the Our river for bridges,

swifemess of eurrent, depth and oross it 1f possible. It was successful in
lesating two bill boxes bus all attempts at gotting te the river were stsopped
German outpests. Flash sigmls were alse ebserved. C Co also sent out &

patrel to their froms during the night.

For the Battalion Commanders

» CHARLES L. KIMSEY, Bf
. : Ma jor, 5Slst Armd Inf Bm,
3 Incls: L M M e
T

5 durt P2

Incl # 1 - S-& Journa
Incl # 2 - Messages
Incl # 3 - QOverlays
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HEAD M aTis ¥F1FTY FLAST afWOKSED INFANERY BATTALION
APV 254, % Postmaster, New Tark, N.X,

1 5 april 95 ]

QUsdaCl:  After Action Keport.

° . .
v The Adjutunt General, Washington 25, D.C. (THRU CHANNELS) , g

In compliance with AR 3L5-105, Change 3, the following after action report
i3 submitted for the month of February 19),5. , }

1 February 19L5 to © February 19)i5 inclusive

During the first five (5) days of the period, activity was limited to
routine natrolling., (See overlay /l). gReconnaissance and listening patrols
were sent out nightly., These patrols moved as far forward as the road runming
narallel to the cur wiver between Bettel (P9147) and Gentingen (P92L5). Enegy
activity wis obscrved in the vicinity of the pillboxes in the Siegfried line.
sach night numerous flares were seen. These were yellow, red, white, aad white
star clusters., wuring the neriod five enemy infantrymen deserted and surrendered
to our forward platoons, These men talked very freely, and gave information as
to the location of their Company and Battalion Command Posts. Scattered artillery
and mortar fire fell in our area during the period. There were no large concen-
trations, and no large calibre fire reported.

e g

On 6 February at 0945 the Battalion was ordered to attack and seldse the
town of Settel, to move our lines up to the river bank, and to protect the left
flank of the 319th Infantry Regiment during their crossing of the river. The ©_
3attalion was specifically ordered to remain on the West bank of the river and _o
not attempt to cross. The attack was to jump off at 0200, the Tth of February '
1945, A forty (LO) minute artillery preparation was to precede the attack, -;.’
Aafter occupying the forward positions, "C" and "B" Companies were to fire smmall <
arms in support of "A" Company's attack on the town of Bettel, Assault Guas and
Mortars were to fire concentrations into the town of Bettel prior to "A" Company
moving in, and then to be prepared to fire on call from any of the Companies.

{ February 19 L;ﬁ

At 0220 the Battalion kortar Platoon and Assault Guns began firing on.
tirgets given them in the fire plan. fnemy artillery began falling in the
battalion area and a considerable amount of white flares were seen from the
vicinity of Bettel. MA" Comp , moving on their ohjective, did not contact
the enemy, but received eleven (11) casualties from anti-personnel mines. They
reached their objective and had consolidated the positien at OL30., #CY Campany,
on their right, reached their objective without enemy contact, but reeeived
artillery, mortar and some small arms fire from Siegfried Line positions across
the Cur iver. ‘

A

Total casualties for the attack were gighteen (18) - fifteen (15) from -
mings, three (3) from artillery fire. % ... . |
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8 February 19L5

‘n & Iebruary 1945, enzineers from Company "C", 305th ingineer Battalion,
were czlled out to remove the mines in the vicinity of Bettel., These they
piled z:zainst a4 building, total numbar being about forty (LO). Later in the
day ourin: a shelling by enemy artillery, a round landed in the middle of the
mines, 2Jetonatin; them., vne (1) man was killed and five (5) wounded. It is

- felt that bze~use of this danger, itities when removed shoild be destroyed as

quickly as possibln, and if this is impracticable, they should be stacked in
snall —iles seversl yards apart. :

9_vebruary 1945 to lo February 1945 inclusive

The neriod 9 February to 17 February was spent holding the positions along
the west bunk of the Uur niver, firing with Assault Guns and dortars at targets
indicated Ly uivision artillery, 80th bivision, and 319th Infantry Raegiment.

17 February 19:5

tn 17 Februiry 19-5 the battalion was relieved by the 80th Cavalry Reconn-
aiscance Troop snd was ordered to move to the 4th Armored Division Assembly Area
in the vicinicy of 3chiftflange. o

18 February 1945 to 21 February 1945 inclusive

The period 1. rFebruary to 21 February inclusive was spent in rehabilitation,
maintenance of vehicles, in preparation for further action which was knowm to be
imminont., At 170C on the 21st of February, the Battalion was attached to Combat
Corm:nd 937, and alerted Ior movement,

22 February 1945

A% 0710 the battalion moved from its assanbly area to the Combat Command
"B assembly area in the vicinity of Ubersgegen (P93L49). The mission of the
Combat Command was to attack and seize the town of Sinspelt (P9853), and the
bridge over the inz River. (See notes from Verbal Attack Urder accompanying
the 5-3 Journal,. it 1945 the entire attack was postponed until the first and
second 3attalions of the 319th Infantry negiment could make contact in front of
us. At 2330, this contact was reported to have been made, and the three infantry
battalions were ordered to move on their attack immediately. This battalion
was not committed during the night, and due to the slovmess with which the
assault com-anies moved, spent the entire night in their vehicles on the road.

23 Febru 19!

At 122C, #C" Company .as ordered to take high ground, hill 405, coordinates
Pe735h3. ey moved out at 13300 At 2030, one platoon leader returned and said
tne hill was stronzly held and ou, troops could not get up. He was ordered to
return md tuke the nill, which wus done at 2300. Three I()3) prisoners of war -
were token and several enemy killed, ngon Company was relieved at 0300 by ngn
Cavrany, 319th Infantry fegiment, and returned to their company area in the
vicinity of ieidergeckler, At 1030, "C" Company was ordered to send a platoon
to Jeddergeckler (P$753) to relieve "A" Commny of the 10th Armored Infantry
Sattalion, and outpost the town. They moved out at 1700, and at 1730 were in
nosition, A rlatoon of *C" Company, 70Lth Tank Destroyer Battalion, was (
attached. .t 1700 enemy infaniry appeared on the ridge five hundred (500) yards -l
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south of "B" Company, Artillery and Assault Gun fire was brought down on them.
‘. Twelve (12) prisoners of war were taken and several enemy wounded. At 2030,
o "A" Company was ordered to move to clear the road from P978537 to F986539.
h The road was reported to be blocked by trees felled across it, and to be
: defended by enemy riflemen and three (3) tanks. ifter cleaning out the road,
they were to relieve "Bn Company of the loth Armored Infantry Battalion of
their outpost mission in Sinspelt at the road junction north of the town. ——

~accomplished at 0320, Sixteen (16) prisoners of war taken, several

enemy killed, No casualties. OUne (1) enemy tank encountered, fired several
rounds and withdrew before infantry could bring fire on it.

24 February lﬂ&i

At 2100, 23 February 1945, Combat Command "B" ordered 51st Amored Infantry
Battalion to attack and seize Uutscheid (L0156) and high ground north and east
of town. The battalion to move out as soon as possible after being relieved by
"Fi' Company, 319th Infantry Regiment in Sinspelt.

It was determined that the earliest time that e could move would be 1230,
-——— Attached to 51st Armored Infantry Battalion, "B* Company, 8th Tank Battalion
and "B" Company, 51st armored Infantry Battalion were given the mission of
leading initially and seizing the high ground north and east of Lutsch:id,
followed by "A" Company, who was ordered to seize high ground north of Outscheid.
They were to be followed by ugw Corpany, who was to seize and outpost the town,

At 1215 the attack moved off, being delayed fifteen (15) minutes by an
eneny artillery barrage. They moved approximately six hundred (600) yards when
a crater blovn in the road delayed the movement of the tanks. In the mezantime,
one tank hit a mine in trying to find a path around the crater. The infantry
that had been riding on the tanks dismounted and entered the vwoods on the side
of the crater, and reconnoitered route for the continued advance of the column.

The tanks located two (2) enemy tanks, o-ened fire and destroyed both of
them, The column then moved on again. ‘When "B" Company, 5lst irmored Infantry
Battalion and "B" GCompany, 8th Tank Battalion arrived on hgh ground overlooking
Cutschied, three (3) enemy self-propelled guns and one (1) tank wer: seen to
leave the town in the direction of ‘Jeldingen, (L0357), Tanks opened fire on
them destroying one (1) self-propelled gun and one (1) enemy tank. All Companies
reached their objectives and a total of One Hundred and Six (106) prisoners of
war were taken in the afternoon's operations, Positions were consolidated and
the men dug in. 37th Tank Battalion joined 51st Armored Infantry Battalion at
1730, and B Coempany, 8th Tank Battalion was relieved and moved to the rear to
Join their parent battalion,

At 2230 the Battalion was ordered to move in conjunction with 37th Tank
Battalion at 250715 to seize towms of Neiderweidingen (L0357) and Altscheid,
(L0358) and to seize high ground South and East of Altscheid in preparation for
a move to force a crossing of the Prum River in vicinity of Wedsmandorf (L0755)
or Hermesdorf (LO756), ,
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Feb 1

.~ At 0715 "B" Company, 51st’ Armored Infantry Battalion and "Bw Company, 37th
Tank Battalion attacked liederweidingen and Weddingen, At 0855 "G" Company, 51st
Amored Infantry Battalion and ngn Company, 37th Tank Battalion attacked and
scized Altscheid., "A" Company, 51st Armored Infantry Battalion and mgn Gompany,

37th Tank Battalion then moved to_ » Approximately

sixty-seven (07) prisoners of war were taken, nine (9) enemy killed., Four (L)
trucks, two (2) half-tracks, and one (1) 75mm anti-tank gun were destroyed. At

1150 "A" Company, Slst and "A" Company, 37th moved from hill "472n attacked and
seized Koosbusch (LO656) and high ground East of town and overlooking the Prum River,
At 1251 "Bn Gompany, 5lst and "B Company, 37th were then ordered to assault the
town of Hermesdorf, seize the bridge over the Prum River, and move to high ground
East of town, At 14U0 the town was reported clear and the crossing secured, "gn
Company, 51st and nGCn Company, 37th were then ordered to move to the high ground
West of Rittersdorf (L1156) to support the assault of the town and river crossing

by "A" Company, 51st and "A" Company, 37th, At 1530 "Ct Company, 51lst and "Gn
Company, 37th had reached their objective on hill n366n", coordinates L103568, nan
Company, 51st and "A" Company, 37th then moved and assaulted the town of Rittersdorf,
seized the town and the bridge across the Nims River., Companies were then ordered
to consolidate and hold from their positions., Mg Company, 5lst on high ground
East of Rittersdorf and the river extending from L1256 to L120566. "B Company,
51st from positions East of the river extending from L0O80565 to LO90565, nG*
Company, 5lst on high ground at hill "306" from cross road L101546 to road
Rittersdorf-Liessen, %See overlay attached) :

26_February 1915,
(See notes from verbal order 2030,.25 Feb/L5 by CO 51st)

At 0800 "B" Company, 5lst and "B" Campany, 37th moved out and encountered
4nti-Tank fire from woods at 13552, losing three (3) tanks and knocking out one
(1) enemy tank, At 0900, "B Company, 51lst and "B Company, 37th arrived on the
initial objective but were driven back from the open ground by direct fire from
across the river, Heavy small armms fire was encountered on their right flank,

Company "C", 51lst and “C" Company, 37th meanwhile, moved on the left flank,
destroyed one (15 88mm gun, and one (15 half-track prime-mover, and reached their
initial objective at 0910, where they encountered direct fire from across the river,
and withdrew to a covered position after losing one (1) tank.

"A" Company, 37th and "A" Company, 51st were ordered forward, and occupied
the ground at 150058, "B" Company, 51st was ordered to dismount and assault the
town of Zrdorf (L1l050). As they moved down the steep sides of the hill into the
town of Irdorf, enemy small arms, machine-gun, 20 mm gun and 88 mm fire pinned
them covm, and after seven (7) hours of unsuccessful attempts to advance against
strongly held enemy positions, they were ordered to withdraw under cover of smoke
and at 2230 they were able to withdraw the last of the Company,

Un orders from Combat Command “BY, MG" Gompany, 51st and "G® Company, 37th
moved from their positions to assault and clear the strip of woods at 123549—
130552, At 1030, "Ct Company, 51st and "gw Company, 37th jumped off, The tanks
giving support by firing over the heads of the assaulting infantry, The infantry
moved in, cleared the woods, and reported their mission accomplished at 1700,

-l -




The following
image(s) may be of
poor quality due to
the poor quality of

the original.




-»ﬁgﬁr“a L RS L TR R e A5 Y AT S

U T ~ . Ly

(

ngH Corwpaly, 5lst and "C!" Company, 37th then r’oved to a defensive position
extending from the hinway at 138500 in an arc, to the east of hill ™,18" and
tied in with "A" Company , B?th and Han uo*n'vary, 51lst at 1)¢0>(3 A" Comnany,
UL s Company )'_;u xtended on from that point to 128577. "Lt Gombany,
Mith ol I8N Gomoannys Tolith ‘;_~nk .)@suroynr Jattalion extended from that roint
Lo L I':i.vcr‘ 2t 115575. Conbot Command "iv moved in on the south flank and
coversd the area tying-in with #Cv Sompany, S5lst on "G Company, 5lst right
Ut uor'_ )’l‘y- ﬂ_u, na 127 Gumpany, 37th moved to an assembly area in
oo ovicindty of 13000, a4t 2130, the battalign was ordered in conjunction with
Dhr TV R0 swttack Lt 00w and selse the towns of Nettenhein and Fleissem, and
3 ch o ground ot hill oL31, ccordinuates 1132000,

—_

27 ebruary 1945

Pee 070t noved off adtin mat Cowmdany, 51st and A" Comovmny, 37th attacking
the ton ol Leltenhein (L1253, arter o thorough artillery preparation, Zesis
e was sliohit, nd the town as cloared ot 9bu. nesy casuslties were four (4)

.3 .
"-ﬂ_Lm, Sive (3 wounded, ei;;:hty,—i‘ivg("‘:3, uI‘laOI’lL,I"‘ of war taken, Two (2)
'uc"", one {1) rotorcycle :nd onz (1) staf? car were destroyed BN Company,
_;7 sbowd 137 Coicany, _37‘0"1 roved to attack hish sround at hill 431w, 4t 1030,
13 Jonoan, _LJ pnd 10N Qomnany’, 37th wiere ordered to move to the attack of
Szizean (L1LE9). b ]Jl'~ 130 Jonpmny, 5lst and Bw Companf, 37th had reached
thelr onjon wm,. stegvy machine-gun and amall svns fire was encountered, but
whg veanon aowm by benk fire frop the tanks. at 1305 2 patrol, consisting of
ene (1) »wl Lo T L Somn 1st md one (1) platecon from "iM Company,
?’{tl, oved old, on owrder "‘rox: 23l rorce Comiander, to reconnoiter a foot
bridce repervtaec to ne intact -.".L. luj).‘ te b 1500 the Task rorce Comnander ordered
thz corrcmies to consolidale =nd hola in vositions as folloviss

"
1

J

[ S 1

1w Comnony, 37tn olus CH Company, TOLYh J.%Jj.k vestroyer Battalion
from 115590 to 125595,

n3m Garoany, 5lst and "Br Jompany, 37th from that point to 13Y396.
At Soninan,, bSlst and A Sommany, 37th from that voint to 1/5594.

130 Gorvoany, Sist oanag MGt Somzany, 37th from that point to 155575, where
£ay ticd fuocdtn 53ra Lamorsed Infantry 3attalion of Combat Command g,

b 030, 'at Saosary’y, Slst Datrol returned to their area, after an un-
Fizee sl oab oampe teo rind thc rorortedly intact bridge across the river,

2 February 1965

4 Lhoe, Sommandin: Lffic o of Jonbat Cormand "Bt ordered the Task Force

o cove poreh Jdons main Richusy bo clear woods and seize the towns of Seffer-
s (10 )J, nd «alberweich (1502, and wizh zround 2t 127034, 145035 and 1oli628.

130 the abbock meved of{, "0 Sormany, 51lst and "3¢ Companys 37th on the

1:75 sncoaniares slimt resistace, nd reached the road running parallel to

5 e Trer s b 135 1y, vhile tat Conany, -lst and 'AM Company, 37th encountered

moavs resist ncb & oroad Juncoion 130018, Jontact between companies wus lost
pommtrily - Somii naing vrificer, A" Jompany, >lst Armored Infantry Battalion,

.J-\A AT 2T
35 Willed in action,  Whe attack hidted for reorgam.zatlon, «nd for the purpose
o reestoblishing sonbact between tne n3sault coumanies, Three (3) tanks of
' Surcany, o7th Jank Jattalion ran over rines in minefield and were disabled,

1
£ N ~
inears were brouht for.. ird, ana cleared the minefield in face of heavy
i Ll"lll\,_..' fire on the crcss roads. At 17C0 the attack pushed off

Wy - /4




> reached the edge of the woods
L at hours, The campanies were ordered to congolidate and dig-in in their

.« positions, and hold unti] morning, when the attack would be continued. pefensive
; positions as shown on attached overlay were

taken by all units,
TFor tl&jdtd&m@mﬂ

Mi.uﬂ
CHARLES L, hIMS&Y

Kajor, S1st Armd Inf Bn,
5-3.

2 Inols;

Feb 8-3 Journal(trip)
- Operational Overlays (trip)
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wubdzls  sfter Action Heport
i :  The adjutant General, Washingtcn, D. C. \4ILUUH CHodlivedo,

In curpliance with AR 3L5-105, Change 3, the following after-action report
is submitted for the month of karch 19L5.

1 larch, 1945

ueavy Artillery and aortar fire begzn to fall in positions occupied by "i" and
1 coro-onies of the 51st ariored Infantry Battalions and 37th Tank Battalion. At
115 enen, tanks und infantry launched a counter-attack, directed at "iM and #Bn
c:mpany nositions, The heaviest force of the counter-attack was aimed at A/51 and
A/37 positions, In spite of many casualties, the positions vere held. Four enemy
tdnks were destroyed, fifty-five enemy personnel killed, and approximately thirty-
five others iiere n»inned down by fire and later taken prisoners of war., The remain-
aer of the counter-attacking force hastily withdrew. The effective strength of the
assiult compranies was getting very low, and they were ordered to hold until their
cosit’ons could be occupied by elements of the 25th Cavalry Recon. Squadron. At
1200, the relief of "A' nd "3" Comoanies was completed, and the companies moved
cn foot to the vicinity of Nattenhein where they assembled for reorganization, The
Jatbalion was relieved from attachment to Combat Sommand "B", and attached to
teserve Co:rand,

2-C larch, 19l5

The seriod 2-6 imarch 1045 inclusive was spent in the maintenance of vehicles
and wea-ons, and rehabilitation of personnel. Duringthis time, the Battalion was
alerted ior possible movement to relieve elements of the 317th Infantry Regiment,
in the area shlenz-3cheid-Bickendorf; but due to a change in division boundaries
the ~lan was not carried out. The Battalion was again alerted for movement to the
area occunied by Cumvoat Comnmand "3", but that was cancelled also.

{earch, 1945

At 071> the Bitt:lion began to move as part of Reserve Command following the
rcute taken by Comoat Command "3", Une platoon from "B" Company had been sent to
Division neadquarters for the protectiun of the command post. The column halted in
the vicinity of Seinsfeld and the Battalion C.k, was set up with the view of mov-
‘ng forward again as svon as Division Headquarters could catch up and move into
place in the center ¢f Reserve Coxmand Column. At 1.,00, the colunn began to :ove
again ~ith Ulmen as the objective, Bad road conditions and heavy traffic caused
the colurn to move very slowly. At 1700 the CC "R" Commancer ordered the column
to move off the rcad and take up defensive rositions in the vicinity of Darscheid.
ho enemy activity was revorted during the night.

8 Karch, 1845

The column was ordered to rove cut again at 1300, with Folch as the objective.
The march was made without incident, and the comvanies were disposed on the high
gr;-und}-:est, no:th, and northeast ¢f town,

9 karchy, 15

{

At U73. the Battalion was attached to Combat Command "B", with the mission of ‘
]

1
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i moving with the 35th Tank dattalion to siese amd hold the bridge over the Mosel
; River between Karden and Treis. At 1100 the column moved out with "C* Company,

! mounted on the tanks of 0/35th, leading the march, As the head of the column re-
I’ ached a point on the route at coordinates 1-679,:772, enemy msall-ams fire was
i encountered, and the lead tank struck a mine, The explosion started the tank

burning. The infantry deployed, and began cleaning out fox-holes along the road
. while the tanks moved off to the right and left of the road to support the
e terrain here was very difficult for maneuver, At the point where
, the lead tank hit

e mine, the road- )
Ri1l into the Mosel Valley. The tanks were oompletely road-bound, and the cliffs

"  extemding up omnthe right of the road, and on the left of the road, made it
nearly impossible for the infantry to man and outflank the enemy machine-gun
‘positions and basooka-nen dug in smong the grocks. At 1000 the Company Commander of

Ggl was seriously wounded, and the F.0. with hin was killed by machine gun fire
; the enexy positions to our right front. At 1620, the mine-field was cleared,

and the tanks -and infantry began moving up. The tanks laid down a heayy volume of
nachise-gun fire into the enemy positions, and the Infantry dismounted as they came
to the positioms and killed or captured the remaining enemy. At 1640, the head of
the' column reached the outskirts of Karden, were a 50N, Anti-tank gun covered a
_road~block, This was mopped-up very quickly, and the Job of cleaning out the
buildings of the town began. At this point 4/35 with A/51 mounted on the tanks
ordered to pass through "C" Campany, and to move rapidly through the tomm and
- attempt to sieze the bridge before it could be blown. The lead tank of this force
reached the near end of the bridge just as it was blown, The campanies where then
. ordered to clear the rest of the town, and then move back to the high ground fram
which the attack was lamched. At 2030 the mission was accamplished, and the
companies had occupied positions as follows, A/51 with A/35 in the vicinity of
- @oordinates 1~-675, 786; C/51 with C/35, ccordinates L-675, 789. At 2100 the
! Company Commanders were called to the Battalion C.P., and given the mission for
the next morning, That mission was to clear the towns of Wirfus, Illerich,
" Landkern, and Greimersburg, to be designated as objectives one, two, three, and

four, respectively. )

10 March, 1945

The attack moved off as planned and passed through the four objectives with-
. eut meeting any resistance. The campanies occupied positions as follows, "A"
company one and one-half miles from Binningen coordinates 1-6778; ®»B* and "C"
companies two miles from Binningen at coordinates L-6777. At 1930 the Battalion
was ordered by Combat Command "B" to move to the new Combat Command assembly area
in the vieinity of Roes, Kaufemheim, and Gemlen, The Battalion was to be assambled
~ in and around Roes. During the night, patrols were semnt into Karden, They reported
no enemy activity.

11 March, 1 |

The move to the assambly area in the vicinity of Roes was campleted at 1000,
with the exception of "C" Campany, vhich was relieved in their positions at 1300
by elements of the 11th Infantry Regiment. They closed in the Roes assambly area

area for the Division, which indicated that the Battalion vould move to Kehrig.

12 March, 1

The day was spent with the campanies engaged in maintenance of vehicles and
" weapons, and rehabilitation of persomnel. At 2330, orders were received to move
the Battalion to the new Combat Command Assembly area in the vicinity of
Wollmerath., The movement was to begin at 0900, the following morning.

at 1330. Earlier in the day, information had beem received relative to a proposed . .



moved out at 0800, and at 1740 hag closed in am‘assembly area in the
N immern. The companies had the mission of cutting the main roads leading
out of Simmern, A Squad of men was left on each of five bridges in and around the

: At 2115, an. order was issued attaching the Battalion to Combat Camaand "B»,
which was then in the vicinity of Bag Kreuznach, 4zt 2350 that attacknent was

On arrival of the head of the column at Winterbach, Reserve Command was informed

thatenamy infantry from the south, moving in the direction of Winterburg, was

Attampting to cut the main supply route on which we were traveling. A Task Force

Smposed of D/35, and C/51 was sent forward to repel the attack and elear the

: the continued advance of the column, Maj. Charles L, Kimsey was placed

in charge of this Task Force, which was later reinforced by a Medimg Tank Compapy,
BC @ section of T.D.'s. The Attack was driven back by the ldght Tank company,

ttalion moved around the left flank of the t Tank company, compl eting
enemy infantry and destro three Mi, mnti-aircraft
mmplaced on the ridge east of Eckweller, eneny artillery began to fall
‘ the tanks and infantry, After determining th.t the eneny in the immediate
. Area was cleaned out, the Light Tanks wers withdrawn and the Mediwm Tanks and
- Infantry oeccu: ed the cammanding ground overlooking the towns of Eckwed ler,
“Rebhbach, and tpenscheid, Positions were occupied to cover anyd cut possible
. @A@Yy approaches to the main pply route. Both the Assault and Mortar
. platoons of the Battalion were ordered at 2000 tomofraﬂukttauon
Assemb

morning. They were then taken by guides to Previously recomnoitered positions
in support of the Task Force, The following Rorning, it was decided to send
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matrols into the towns oi bLaubach and ickweiler, to determine if the cenemy hald the !
towm, and if so, in what strength., The Task Force Commander decided that if the C
anemy octupied these towns, it presented a direct threat to his positions, and they i
would have to be cleared. The vatrol into Daubach found the tomn clear of enemy, and o
occupied by a for:.ard patrol from the 5th Infantry Division., The patrol into Eckweil- |
er found the town occupled in some strength by enemy infantry, with machine-gun
positions overlooking the cntrances to the town. No tanks or anti-tank guns were
seen, 1t was deciaed to attack the town with a platoon of tanks and a platoon of
infantry after a heavy shelling from the Medium Tanks and the Assault Gun Platoons
of the 3:th and the 51st, firing direct into the town, This was carried out, and

‘b, the tire the Infantry moved into the town, many of the buildings were burning.
The encry machine=;un positions at the entrance to the tovn through which the
Infantry .ved, had been knocked out by the tank fire, The Infantry noved in against
very light oosition, Sixty-one v.i.'® were taken, and seven enemy were killed.

The cniy casualty anong the attacking forces was an infantryman vho was slightly
wounded v, o ortar fragments, 4t is thought that. the ease with which the town was
taken, a: due to-the intense fire nlaceu on the town by the tanks and assault guns
w0 their heavy weapons, and 30 and 50 caliber machine-guns. After cle aring the
tovm, e Tanks od Infantry withdrew to the hizh ground overlooking the town. At
01030, the -aitalion Cuarander arrived at the C.F. with orders that the Task Fcrce
w.uld De wthér . . ince the area wias being occupied by the First Battalion of the
1th .nfntm weoent. che comvanies moved out in the following order: D/35, plat-
con Ol Devas A& 3%y o, 0l, and Assault tuns/S51, They closed in the Reserve Command
Asserbly Ar a i the vici.it, of “.einsheim at 182030, at 1745, A/51, and B/35 were
attached ¢¢ Coibat Connand "84, under the Com and of Maj. Harry J, Rockafeller, to
rove te furfeld to rrotect the right flank of C.C."B", At 1945, orders were issued
to move whie recaiador of the Battalion vith Reserve Comand at 0030,

1 carchy o.b.

The colwn noved out at Gu30, and at OBL5 closed in a temporary assembly area
at #irfeld, 4t this .ame time A/51 and B/35 were returned to Reserve Command control
during .heir attack to sieze the high ground at ccordinates k-131,305, and k-130,
312, the 1.ad crossing at »=134,3C0, and the high ground at i=1hl,309. kaj, Harry
Jd, Reer fell r was ineau:and of this force., The Reserve Command plan was to attack
“lonshels wid otein Rockeniied: fro.. the northwest, depending cn the successful come
vletion cf the attack by &aj. Roc afeller's ferce. Frior to the completion of his
" attack, .escrve Comr and reccived Snstructions frew Combat Command "B#* that they
woulc toke .<nsh:im, and that ..eserve Juruiand should concentrate on Stein Bockenheim.
Anti-tani fire fyom 3 4.Ce ouns at ccordinates w-139,302, .-142,305, #-139,308, and
pines ..t crossroads —-13uy3lo neld ap the advance of the force until it could be
cleanad Jute Tvo taks crossed the nine-field iithcut detonating any ruines, but the
third =:d fourth tanks siruck rines and held up the advance of the column, Recor ery
vehicles  zre briught ao imncdiately and engineers remcved the mines under cover of
the fnrantry cenloyed ahead of the . ne-field. The attack moved on at 1430, all
obigctivos tere revorted takei :nd positi.ns consouicdateds 4/35 and C/51 were then
~assed tharcusih ths cbjective to attack the towm to Stein Bockenheim moving south-
eas. fro.. the main road between Furfeld and Vonsheim, with their left flank on the
trail ramning southeast from the highway at ccordinates M-15k,312, to Stein Bock-
enhcirn, .nti-tank fire fren the west edge of Wonsheim knocked oub one of the tanks,.
Tre attack moved on over the crest of the hill into Stein Bockenheim, where they
nad defilade ir.:: th- fire fram Wonsheim. At 1525, Stein Bockenheim was reported
clear, -.ith the tanks and infantry occupying the high ground southeast of tovm.

At this timey & force consisting of a platoon of tanks and a platoon of infantry
was cent to knock cui the anti-tank guns,dug-in infantry, and machine-gun nests in
the vieinity of ccorcinates i-1u0;315. This was accomplished at 1545. B/51 and C/35
were then sent 1o clean out the towns of Winterborn and lveidsrhausen in conjunction
Cwith an attack on Tieffenth:l, with a platoon of 4/51 and a platoon of B/35.

. *
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_ +o us. Qaven eneny were lkilled,
ang eignt-sever Uo7 's were talen, In the atbtack on Stein Bockenheim, fourteen
Ceneny wore killed, and fourty r.'/.'s were taken at an anti-tank position west of
onsh-im. The cornaries were ordered tc consolidate in the posi.ions that they held.
Durins the nizht C/51 was attached to Combat Coummand "B, and roved out to join them
4.th the 35th Tank Battalion., C/35 and D/35 were left under the command of the C.C./51.

% -archy Lol

Cradors were issued to the companies, instructing than to regroup and hold dum-
inating .err:'n features covering tne right flank of town, and the main route of
sun ly setucen rurfeld and “iendelsheim. At 1300, the companies meved cut to occupgqy
hesitions indicated or. the attached overlay,. At 1400, all companies were rencrted -
in -ositlon, : - :

21 b .rch, 1900

The 3Batt:lion remiired in the same loc tion, and was juined Dy C/51 at 1430,
4 tillotting oarty left tne Battalion w predort to ieserve Som..nd.

22 lhi)I’Ch._’ 1, :L)S_

nu ndg "M cumdinies noved to “vonshein; .tne r rainder of the Battalion
rema’‘n d In che sane nosiilins. .

T a ]:;h -1-"‘ E‘

Comny M"Al, sttacned t¢ a Task TFirce comtanded by Li. Sol. Gden,y 35th Tunk
2ogtalion, w. neoved oub witi thls force at 1220, Lo other .ctivity was rencrted
thr wchout the d.y.

2y h_xchy 195

.t 1615 the Ba{;tulion noved vith Hescrve Comiand to cross the Rhine River in

the vicinit, cf lievstein, and at 22i5 the Battalion Command Group crossed the
nontoon bridge over the Rinine River..

25 .arch, 195

Tha 3 ttalion closced in un assembly area it mschellbrucker. at Cl5v, and the
canaies wore dis-crsed to cover the rouds and avenues of aprroach south and east
of the towm. 4. OcuC, 731 company ..as given the ndssion of cleaming vut the town
of :funvstad., and at 1100 reocorted the tovm clear., "A" cumpany moved with Task -
Force voen abt 17230 e take the to.m of D.nmuistadt. No ¢ position ..as encountered,
and at 1 .G 1.t comrany returned and closed in their assembly area in the vicinity
of .schollbr.cken. At 10,00 the heserve Co.mand colunn began to mov.: to the viecinity
of bieb r-. % 1750 tae Dattalion vas closed in the new assembly area, ith the
attalion 3.':': “in Dieburye. A 224C "3" company sas attached to Combat C .rmand "AM,
G oved it imder She co mand of toe S... of compay A/35th Tank Battalion.

avih o 1oh, fa

e Cav ovas soent ho.ding the pesitiuns occupied the night before,

Aot 1O

Loy

ot toue

Sarte Londcl L, Deldon, the Sob, of /51 a5 sericusly wocundea In action, and
Jart., T117 . w. Jrane, Rattalicn 5-2 was sent 0 3" company to take cormand. At
157" he Satt .lion was ordered to Hausen, where it would be attached to Cem-at
>eoand vt . .o the Buttalion was closed in the new assaubly area, and the

[
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Battalion C.P. was set u, n the schoolhouse in L.usen, .i. 2330 the Batt 1 on re-
ceived orders to move out at 0v00 with Cumbat Command "B", cross the L..din v ar at
Hanau, and sieze the high ground east of Geissen., The infantry and Tank companies
were teamed, A,B, and C companies of the Tank Battalion working with the respective
companies of the Infantry, The remainder of the Infantry that were not able to ride
the tanks followed in their half-tracks, the empty tracks were sent back to trairs
to haul gas and ammunition,

8 March, 1

At O5L5 the column bezan moving out. A/35 with A/51 crossed the iain wiver at
- Hannau, and at 0645 passed through the $Oth Infantry Division at ¥ilhelmsbad, where
& road-block delayed the movement of the column for a few minutes. At kittelbuchen
light resistance was met, but was quickly overcame by tank-fire; the infantry dis-
mounted and mopped-up the remaining enemy. The remainder of the march to the
vicinity of Harbach was merely a series of skdrmishes in which the enenmy would
offer a slight amount of resistance, but would juickly surrender. kany prisoners
were taken, and many vehicles including three self-oropelled guns were destro;ed,
Fifty enemy wcre killed, one hundred and fifty were wounded, and over a th.usand were
taken prisoners of war. Our infantry casualties for the day were two men. dlled. At
1735 the Battalion closed inan assembly area at Beltersham, (ne campany of Infantry
and cne campany of tanks was left to hold the road center of Lich, and guurd
approximately 2000 P.%.'s, taken by the Combat Command during the day.

29 March, 1945

At U000 the column moved out again with Lauterbach as the objective. A blown
bridge was encountered a Fluesengen, but an alternate route was found immediately,
and the column moved on with just a few minutes' delay. Scattered grouns of enemy
were encountered along the way, most of them, trying to give themselves up, offered
no resistance. At 1140 Lauterbach was taken vithout casualty to us, During the day,
five hundred and sixty »risoners of war were taken, and fourteen trucks, seven
- scout cars, and three trailers .iere captured.

30 March, 1945

At 0920 instructions were received to be prepared to r.ove on order after 1200.
Our objective was the high ground east of Hersfeld and tne town itself. The Infantry
- and Tank teams were to continue to move as they had, with the infantry mcunted on
the tanks. The column moved cut at 1300, and the first contact was made at liied-
eraula, where two enemy troop trains were taken under fire. Anvroximately .ne
hundred P,W.'s were taken here, and fifty-five American and British P.7.'s were
liberated. A platoon each of Infantry and Tanks were drooped off to mo--up the
tovm. As the Light Tank coupany vhich vias leading the column at the time entered
Asbach, enemy bazooka-men knocked cut the leading tank., The ¥ ading hediur Tank con-
pany, A/35, vith A/51 m-unted on the tanks ias brought up to the edge of the towvn,
where the Infantry dismcunted and the assault of the town began. Fanatical enemy
resistance in the town, and fire from five enemy tanks fro: the north and west of
the town, held up the advance until artillery cculd be breouzht into pcsition. Lne
enemy tank was destroyed, and the artillery made the job of our infantry in movping
up the town much easier, The other fuur enemy tanks -dithdrew behind the autocahn,
about a mile north of the town. By the time the Infantry had soved through, nearly
all the buildings in the town were on fire. This fact tended t¢ disccurage itne en-
emy infantry from remaining in the buildings. At 1900 the tcwn of Ascach was cleared,
and the coluwun ncved cn with B/51 and B/35 leading to take the tovn of Hersfeld. :
Near the autobahn two more enemy tanks were destroyed. The Task Force cosposed of
B/51 and B/35 was placed nder the command of i:jor Charles L. Kimsey. The plan for
the attack was to move a platoon of Tanks and a clatoon of infaniry cross-country
over hill 32l to the main road leading from the west into Hersfeld; then tc swing -
east down that road mooning up to the center of the towm. Two platocons cf taonks, ,
and two platoons of infantry wwere to incve in from the south ropping u- to the
center of town, and then to clear out the nart east of the road which runs north- 7
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- east through th: center of toun. C/5L aml C/35 .culd then be sent’ ’r to cle - '~ tre
north nort of tne tovn, and to assist in cuwtting all the reads leading cut of the
town. Tre atbtack mcved off at 1950, and resistance was enccunterec oo the route cf
advance at the entr.nce to the tovm. D.rkness .as begimning to rall, ihich mude the
job very diificult on the narrow winding streets of the towns. The vlatcon which
had been sent to nmove into the town from the west, became ccniused in the darkness,
and ‘came in on the wrong sireet. Al enemy tank at the street intersection knocked
out the leading tank, and enemy machine-guns emnlaced ci tne hizh ground to tne left
held up the infantry. The street was to narrow to by-nass the buraing tatk, and an
attemnt was made to find a riute arocund it. At tnis ool.t, orae.s vere receivzd tron
Combat Coruaand "B" to »ithdraw and take up positions along one zatob:nn astrice our
_axis of advance., Tanis was conpleted at Uu30.

31 karch, 19k

At 01U0 the Battalion was ordéred to continue tne attack at ULULL, using -ne of
two plans. rlan "iv was to by-pass Hersfeld arcund the east and attack it irou the
north. Plzn "B" was tc by-pass the town entirely, znd . ove cin to the "erra River
at Kreuzburg. If clan "3t was used, the two “C! teams would lead a ¢ the i tezms
would follow. The #CM teams to move to hill 335, coordinates k=:85,555, and ©o
attack and clean out the west side of towm. The "." teass to :ove < tne east side
of the "C" teams and clean out the east side of town. The route of marcn ror vlan
nat was Kerspenhausen, Ross.ach, Hilpenhausen, Uberhaun, tntechaus; am tnen by way
of the autobahn to hathaus, kecktach, iccklar; across the Fulca ndver and scuth
along the highway to the line of departure, wnich was the iire ranring east and
west through hill 335. At OLOO, the Battalion was informec tiaat plan "at L.culd oe
"in effect, and the Task Force under the com.and or }ajor Charles L, nl; sey ncvid
out. Bad roads aid trails delayed the colum: in the vicinit, I Hivsrsnzusens in
alternate r.u.e was found ard the column moved on. At Unterhaun, . rcad-ovl.ck ..as
encountered, and an enmmy S.F. gun was destroyed while the road-block viis being
‘cleared. Tne column noved .n, until an undefended road-block across ithe Autotann
at coordinates L-l15,520 had tc be removed. A road-block at N-ul40,5.0 forcec the
colunn Lo ::ove across country tc tne town of Sarga, .nere an enemy suo L nsval-
a ion was found, and three hundred P.W.'s were taken.Ti. colimn  .ved on thrcvuzh
Salzsraofe, .1.d-then back o th. original rcute at kathaus. The trail thriugen ihe '
woods 1o Leckvach was a very poor logwzing trail, ond many vehicles becare mired i
the soft rud. iany enemy. F.”.'s were nicked up in the woods ~hile tryinz Lo esczTe.

They did nov coffer any resistance, bat “he namiling of tna: each time they vore
enmuntered <el.yed the aaance. T 10UC che he-id ¢f “he column broke sub of the .gois
and Ant the villact of wackhach,. here o cneny anti-aircraft positions v = “is-

covered. In the s.arp, srisk fignt that followed, eizht b il . Anti-airerait gins,
twelve 20 11 . .nti-aircratt gans, one enemy tank, ~nd numercus trucks =nd staff

. + ; jod U4 U T - U .
crs were <estoyed, and 125 P.w.'s were taken., ‘While one platoon ci Inruntry, anc
one nlatoon ci tank$ w re left in the towm of i.eckbach, the remuainder I the tvic
cor nunies roved “nto hecklar, They encountered d.g-in cneny wlth Dazookas alins
the viay, r.d s uney reached the vridge, it was olcvn. At this noint, crcers were
received ir.. J.mbat Com. and "BM 1o :.ove back cver The trail ic .ur assa.dly area
along -the autovahn at Sarga. Hers, orders v.e.e issied tc rmove north anc east o
the autobihn on our original reute toe seize th: drig;e .ver tne ’erriy <Ivor at
hreuzburg. ..t 1300 the column moved oute sc c.ordirauLes h=b uywll, U.c enayy Li W
An cver-ass sc that the ceoris blucked .ie aut.bahn. siey infantry cug-in a.ong
tne autob:ih: nace it necessary tor cur infantry te disicwt and meo Lnem Wbe A
by-- .85 was fuw.d ar.und tne cebris, wid in the late evering, th. cc.w.n LoV ed On,
The "C" cc.oany T nk ano lnfantry tea. was given tno :issicn of cle..wng .osenachy
amd o1 caiboing ohe autooahn west i th. tewne The it el Ny T S infontry
Peaw were tc clear tue tewns of Grossensce, Rossawrf, a.u © -5eriie, Lul st

corn

~hose .u.ns, ¢ cut the aatctann no ta of wosderfe The wIM contuy Tearnk wnd




g
v&
"
i

) |
and t3' out the autobam at

 Toam was o cleim out the tows of Obersuhl,
. « These positions were ocoupied at 2200,

al-Smotion at coordinates H-6265
: m‘c.P. moved to

For the Battalion Commanders
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4 Lzl_,l/cl'l #1 8-3 Journal with Annexes.
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Major, 51st Armd Inf Bn.
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#2 Operational Overlays. o

#3 5-2 Journal. ”/’
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oUBJCTs  After Acti.n Report.
TC : The Adjutant General, %ashingtionm, D. C. (Lo UsH Cd Divedas ),

1n sompliance with AR 3u5-1C5, Change 3, the following after-action

_ report is submitted for the month of April 19l5.

1-2 April 1545

on the morning of April 1, 19i5, Combat Command "B continued it's attack
to the east. The composition of the column was the same as for the previous
day. "C" “ompany of the 51st Armored Infantry Battalion, riding on the tanks
of "Cn company, 35th Tank Battalion, followed by the Command uroups of the
51st and the 35th. ?/51 riding on the tanks of A/35, ooth F.A. Battalion,
A/2Lth Engineers, B 51 riding on the tanks of B/35. The remainder of the
Combat Command followed, The column moved up the autobahn to the vicinity
of Sallmannhausen (0070), when dismounted enemy troops were seen on the east
side of the river. They were taken under tire, but they succeeded in blouing
the bridge over the Werra River at that point. Combat Command “A", moving on
our right took them under tire, and our column moved on, Small pockets of
enany riflemen were over-run in the vicinity of Wommen (072710, and at
Herleshausen (7070) an enemy Panther-tank was knocked out, and it's crew
taken prisoner before they could fire on our column, Several enemy vehicles,
including two tanks, were seen to move south from Herleshausen on the road
to Lauchroden, and CC "A"'s column moving up on our right, destroyed the
two tanks and two other vehicles. The two columns, GC M"A" and CC "B", now
came together on the autobahn, with CC npn intending to cross the ¥erra
River on the railroad bridge at Horschel (759707). As the column neared that
point, the railroad bridge was blown. Lnemy machine-gunners and riflemen
from the vicinity of Horschel began firing on the column, and several
Infantryman riding on the tanks were hit., Enemy riflemen from the high
ground on the left of the road also fired on the Infantrymen, and several
casualties were sustained. It was decided hers, to hold up CC "A", and
send CC "B north along the road that runs parallel to the railroad, and in
turn runs parallel to the Werra River. A burning enemy truck, at a turn in
the road, delayed the colu:n until it could be moved. Cur Infantry, who was
disnounted, moved forward alongside the tracks, but were subjected to fire
fram the high ground on the left, from the right rear, and from the right
front. There was no cover available. The only thing possible, was to keep
running with the tanks until defilade could be found. in the space of 500
yards, seven men were kKilled, and fourteen were wounded. As the tanks and
Infantry reached a point where the lnfantry had defilade, two enemy anti-
tank guns in the vicinity of Spichar (755723) opened fire on the tanks,
and befqre they could get the exact locition of the guns, four tanks had
been knocked out. The tanks following up, destroyed the two anti-tank guns
and one self-propelled gun in the vicinity of the bridge. Fire from the
tanks neutralized the ememy machine-gun fire that had been coming in on the
Infantry. The Infantry deployed on the left of the road, and cleaned out
the enemy that had fired on them from the high ground. At this point, the
head of the column was ordered to hold up, and a short time later, was
moved back to the gutobahn, and back to the vicinity of Herleshausen. This
crossing site was to be left to CC "A", In the meantime B/S51 and B/35 were
ordered to move north from Herleshausen to Ifta (711769), and then east to
Oreusberg (7676), to cross the Werra River at that point. A/51 and A/35
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were ordered to move to Wommen, Mgrkershausen, and Luderbach, and assemble on
the high ground north of Ifta. /51 and C/35 were ordered to move by the same
rante, and assemble in the vicinity of coordinates 7470. The Battalion Head-
quarters, and Headquarters Company moved into Ifta. The "B" team ran into
stiff opposition in Creusberg. Eneny Infantrymen in the town were supported

by two tanks and three anti-aircraft tanks from the high ground east of the
river overlooking the town, Two of the anti-aircraft tanks mounted 37 MM guns,
and one a 20 MM gun. The fire from the tanks of B/35 started many fires in the
south part of town. A high wind was blowing fram the south, and before morning,
nearly all the houses in town had burned, with the exception of the castle
which was situated on a high point in the center of town. This castle made an
excellant observation post for Artillery Forward Observers, and during the
time that we stayed in Creuzberg, accurate fire was placed on all enemy in

the vicinity. Just as the final mopping up in the town was done, the bridge
across the river was blown. s darkness fell, patrols were sent to reconnoiter
a possible site for a bridge, and .to inspect the damage done on the bridge by
demolitions. The great fires burning in the town 1it the whole countryside
almost as bright as daylight. This made the work of the patrols slow, but by
2300 they had returned with the reconmendation for the site, which was to be
just south of the blown bridge. Engineers were brought up, and under the
protection of a rail-road grade, they inflated a pontoon which after being
taken to the river, served as a ferry to move the Infantry across. B/Sl was
moved over, and occupied a line running from the trail at 7757L45, southwest
to the stream at 763735. C/51 was moved across, and occupied the high ground
from 703757 to the point on the trail occupied by the left flank of B/51.
Thirty-seven prisoners were taken in pushing out to this line. In the mean
time, the Engineers began working on the bridge. The task of placing the
treadway on the pontoons was made ma e difficult by the fact that the crane
that had been sent to them had been lost, and did not arrive. As daylight came,
the last ponton was being put into place, when three enemy bombers came Over,
circled the site, and dropved fragmentation bombs on the bridge, nuncturing
all the pontoons. At 0715, apprroximately 50 enemy aircraft came over, stvrafing
the roads from the bridge west beyond the Battalion comm:nd Post at Ifta.
Seven enemy planes were shot down in our area. The re-building of the bridge
was delayed until new pontoons could be brought up. No further enany action
was encountered, and at 1500 the bridge was completed, and the tanks of B/35
and C/35 leading, started noving across. With B/51 mounted back on the tanks
of B/35, and leading, the attack was pushed on through Uetteroda, Neukirchen,
and Berteroda. Here, the column halted for the might, and the Battalion Cam-
mand Post was set up in Uetteroda 795736. A/51 with A/35 occupied the high
ground south of Uetteroda in the vicinity of Hill 30l. B/51 occupied the high
ground north of Uettieroda, in the vicinity of Hill 278, and ¢/51 occupied the
town of Neukirchem 8272.

3 Aoril 12)_.55 :

At 0700 the Combat Command moved -ut to continue the attack to the

east. (See Operations Memo. CC "B", 2 A'ril 1945, in S-3 Jeurnal attached)
The objective was the city of Gotha. The column moved out without serious
resistance, and picked up many small groups of P.¥.'s who came out of the
woods and side roads to surrender. At Rordhofen, 0070, C/51 with C/35> was
sent east to Goldbach, 0570, and B/51 with B/35 was sent through Metebach,
0267, vwith orders to move through the woods and attack Gotha from the west.
4/51 .ith A/35 was semt to Aspach, 0135, then east to Trugleben. The main
effort was to be made by the "B" Teams. Major Chuirles b, Kimsey was placed
in command of the "B" Teams. As they moved through the wood east of xetebach,
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enemy Infantrymen, Bagookamen, and 20 MM guns were encountered. The task of
cleaning the woods out was slow because the tanks could not get off the trail.
Enemy resistance was stiff, and few P.W.'s were taken. The majority of enemy
riflemen had rifles equipped with telescopic sights. ln cleaning the woods,
15 enemy were idlled, 25 P.».'s were taken and three 20 kM guns were destroy-
ed. The attack moved on through the outskirts of the towm, where much sniping
from buildings was encountered. The houses on both sides of the streets were
cleaned by the Infantrymen supported by the tanks, As the head of the column
neared the square in the center of town, an $8 Mk anti-tank gun knocked cut
one of the lead tanks., Enemy riflemen and bazooka-men began firing from all
sides. An attempt was made to move one platoon of Infantry arcund the right
flank, but they were halted by fire that came in on their right flank. The
same situation resulted ‘hen a platoon was moved to the left flank. The Task
Force Communder requested Higher seadquarters that a force be sent in on the
right or left to ease some of the oressure. "C" Company, from the vicinity of
Goldbach, then launched an attack down the main read into Gotha. This attack
was moved very slowly due tc the same type of resistance that had been en-
countered by the "B" Teams. In the meantime, the Company Comanders of both
"Bt Companies had been killed by sniper-fire. The Task Force Commander of

the "B" Teams then ordered them to withdraw to the hi.h grcund on the edge
of the town, from where they hud launched the attack. vn order from CC g,
all campanies were ordered to occupy defensive positions for the night. "&!
and "C" companies were to tie-in on the trail down which "B" Comvpany had
moved, and "R" Comvany was ordered to move to the tcwn of Goldbach and re-
organize.

L April 1945

At 0800 information was received that the town of Gotha had offered to
surrender. The majority of the troops had been vithdra:n the night before.
The surrender was arranged, and the Combat Command moved, vith the forward
elements assembled on Hill 424 at coordinates 130538, 1n preparation for
the attack on the town of Uhrdruf 1150. (5ee notes on Comnany Commander' s
Meeting, 4 A ril 19L5, in the S-3 Journal). The move was completed, and
CC mAM took the town of Ohrdruf. The Battalion Command Post was set up in
kuhlberg 1756.

April 1

The day was spent in cleaning vehicles and weipouns, and in preparation
for movement to a new assembly area at echar.

o_April 1945

On the oth of April the Battalion Headouart rs moved to vechmar, 4/51
with A/35 to Seebergen, B/51 «ith B/35 to ichwabhausen, and C/51 ith c/35
to tmleben,

7 Aoril 1945

/51 with C/35 was sent to the town of Neudeitcndorf to attemnt to
rescue some Gificers and nlisted ken wnc had been amousned in thit town.
T..ey returnea vith three bodies, but uid not 1ind tne remainder ¢t the
group.



8 Aprdl 1915

B/51 and C/51 were moved into the town of Wechmar. Range firing for
newly assigned reinforcements, and maintenance of vehicles and weapons
was carried cut throughout the day. '

2-10 Aordl 1915

This period was spent in preparation for a new drive to the east..

11 Aordl 19i5 }

The Battalion moved out under GG "an according to the order received
the night before. (See F.0. #7 Hgs. CC "A", 11 Aoril 1945, in S-3 Journal
attached.) The Battalion did not get into any action this day because it
was 80 far back in the colurn., However the Battalion Commander was given
the job of bridging the Saale River in the vicinity of haua 728590, the
bridge having been blovn by the enemy as the head of the column approached.
The Battalion Command Fost was set up in Bucha 655602,

Anril 1

Enemy small-arms and (U L fire was encountered at the bridge site
during the early hoursof the morning. Tiis was quickly neutralized by
artillery fire, and the bridging wenton un-interrupted. 4t 1300 the bridge
was completed, and .he forward elements began moving across, The Battalion
minus "C" Corpany, with A/8th Tank Battaiion attached, was ordered to rove
to the vieinity of Schungleina, and assemble there for the night., a4s the
head of the column reached the crossroads at 725020, enemy small arms fire -
from the ridge ncrth of the road was encountered. 1t was juickly cleaned up
but the Company Commander of A/51 was seriously wounded and evacuated. The
The Battalion occupied it's assigned objective with.ut further contact with
the enemy. The companies occunied defensive wositions west, nerth, and north
east of the town and tied-in .ith the 8th Tank Battalion on the right,

13 April IQQE

The column moved out in the same order of march, moving east through
naldeck, Bobeck, and cthen east on the main highway, No enemy was encountered,
and the column moved rapidly through Klosterlausnitz, 90ch » and Tautenhain,
but as it approached the town of Bad Kostritz, the oridge over the weisse
River was blcwn, fBiwever, the column on the right under the command of the
Cummanding Urficer of the 8th Tank Battilion had found the bridge on the
autobahn nartially blovm, but still in a usable condition, The Battalion
was then ordered to move scuth from Bad Kostritz, along the river, and to
cross the bridge on the autobahn, following the 8th Tank Battalion, it
coordinates 015005, the head of the column ran inio the trail-end of a
horse~drawn enemy co.umn, consisting of Suptly vehicles, and wagon~loads
of enemy scidiers atternting to escave, 1t was taken under fire and
destrcyed. Seventy two P.w. 7. were ousen. The column then moved on to the
autobahn and across the river.it the crossroads at 155019, the,column was
halted, and then ordered to rove to the left and sieze a crosding of the
Zwick sulde iHiver at ‘aldenburg. The order was issued, and at 14GO the
column moved out, Groups of enemy stragglers were picked up, and the column
Loved at about 15 miles an hour threugh Schmolin, then esst to Gossnitaz,
After the tanks and Infantry had passed through this tcwn, and had reached
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Tettau, the remainder “of the column was held up by gmall-arms and bazooka
fire. The head of the column was held up at that point while the town of
Gossnitz was being cleaned up. This required about an hour, and a platoon
of 1nfantry plus the issault Gun platoon was left to hold the bridge.
*hen the tail of the column caught up with the tanks and Infantry, the
colunn moved out through Obcr Welra to the main road leading into Walden-
burg. +n the woods at 399645, enemy bazooka-men were encountered, but
were quickly cleaned up by the Infantry. Tanks and Infantry then rolled
into Maldenburg, siezed the bricge, and occupied the high ground at Hill
318, coordinates 435625. In the town of waldenburg, no rifle or machire
gun fire was encountered. All £ W's that were picked up were armed with
pistols and bazookas. In occupying the town, one half-track of the machine
gun platoon was hit by bazooka-fire and four men were killed, and five
wounded. A Task Force consisting of a latoon of Infantry, and a platoon
of tanks undier the command of Captain James J, Nally was sent to the
southwest along the west bank of the Zwick Mulde River, to contact the 8th
Tank Rattalion 2t Remse. This was accomplished, and the force returned to

the Battalion at 2330. une hundred and fourty P.W.'s were taken in Walden-

burg.
1l Anril 1945

At 0420 the Battalion was ordered to wove at 0700 to seize and occupy
the town of Limbach 5303, At 0700, the head of the column moved out, and
noved rapidly until it reached the village of Russdorf 506l. There, enemy
Infantry and bazookamen delayed the column. The job of cleaning out each
house was begun, and after heavy artillery fire had fallen onto the towvn
of Limbach, and the roads approzching the town, the resistance was over -
come, and the comvaules moved to their objectives through the town to the
high ground on Hill LO9 and Hi11 LOl. In the right for the town, 25 enemy
Infantry-men were killed and wounded and 280 r.V¥.'s were taken.

This complebed the combat for the Battalion, the remaimder of the time
the 15th of A-ril to the 9th of kay, was soent un outpost duty where no
enemy contact was made, in a rest area, and in the movement into Czecho-
slovakia, -.here nu eneny was encountered until after the unconditional
surrender had become effective at 000L, 9 Lay 1945.

Critviaid Lo k\llu.?:l
Kajor, 5lst irmd inf Bn.
Inels: 1 S-3 Journal with Annexes. S-3

2 uperaticnal Lverlays.
3 §-2 Journil.

For the Battalion Commanders:
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HEADQUARTERS FIFTY FIRKT ARIORED INFAYTRY BATTALION
APO 284, Ue So ArRY
SUBJECTs After Action Report.
0 s The Adjutant General, Tashington, De C. (THROUGH CHANNELS) .

1-8 May 1948

ocombat wsd caspleted by this pattalion on 14 April 1945. During the
period 1-8 May 1weo the battalicn was in a rest area, and made a march into
Csechoslovakisa, where the battalion was o outpost duty. No enemy was enoount=
ered until after the unconditional surrender had became offective at 0001 9 May 45.

For the Battalion Commenders

CHARLES L. KIMSEY,
Ma jor, Sist Armd Inf Bn,

s=3
tnels: #1 8-3 Journsl with Amexes.
' 3 Operational Overlays.
#8 8-2 Journal



