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COMBAT HISTORY
LTH AROR™D DIVISION

17 July 19LL = 9 May 1945

17 July 19Lk:-

‘Orders were received transferring the Division to First U.S. Army and VIII
Corps. We had been ordercd to taske over the line now held by the Lth Infantry
Division by 2400 today. The line is about five miles north of Periers. General
Wood, General Dager, Colonels Clarke, ‘ithers and Storck immediately went to the
new area to make personal reconnaissance.

CC "BY with all the Infantry and Artillery, the TD and two troops of the 25th
and service echelons began movement to new area at 1100,

18 July 194bL:-

The 53rd armored Infantrv Bsttalion commanded by Lt, Col. Jaques was the first
unit of the division to see action, taking the front from units of the Lth Infantry
Division during the nirht of 17 - 18, They remained in the line for about thirty
hours, The first losses were susained as a result of a reconnaissance in force by
an estimated one hundred Gerrans infiltrating uo the left flank of the line., The
attack was driven off and the 53rd was reolaced by the 10th Armored Infantry Bat-
talion. Lt. James Unffv of the 53rd was the first battle casualty of the division,
but ironically it is believed he was killed bv his own men when he passed through
their line of fire.

Casualties:

"lounded

Officers =1 EM - 24
Killed

Officers = 2 LAY
-Missing

Forty EM, 29 of whichwere laterreturned

to dutY .

The enemy oorosing us in this section has been identified as tne 2nd and 3rd
Battalions, 6th Fara Regirent and the 3rd Battslion, 3rd 5.5, Regi-ent,

Lt. Col. Clay Olbon, attached to G-3, has been attached to CC "B" as Fxecutive
Officer replacing ‘Hajor Charles F. Latimer who is returning to his former job of
Assistant G=3,

Lt. Cole Thomas D. Gillis was relieved from attachment to Division Headquarters
and attached to the Tanl Cormand replacing Major Theodore L. White who was attached
to Division Trains with duties as Rear Echelon Headquarters Commandant for the
administrative Center. (Par 1,2,3, &L, SO 129, Hq L AD cs)

19 July 19LkL:=
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The 10th Apmored Infantrr %#-ttalion, fresh in the line, pushed our lines for-
ward about four hundred yards to a line through Lonzueville Ls lMaugerie which was
in «dvance of the oririnal line held b+ the Lth Infantry Division. After dark all
but one company of the 10th was relieved from the line and Company "A" 53rd A.I.
Battalion and a Companv of the Slst A.,I., Battalion took over, Company "C" of the
10th A.I. Battalion advonced well ahead of the line during this action and for a
time was cut off but by skillful use of artillery concentrations they were extri-
cated with small loss, The losses sustained for the Battalion were six killed,
forty-six wounded, and-seven missinge

The Civil Affairs Section actually began functioning by organising nearly
thirty male civilians as a burvying detail to dispose of dead livestock. This pro-
ject is very necessary due to tne larger number of animals in the bivouac areas whic
constitute a msnace to the hezlth of the comrand.

20 July 19LkL:-

Orders were received from "T0US! promoting 22 officers of the division to high-
er rank including “hsrlsin Jose~h J. »owman, Assistant Division Chaplain, who was
promoted to Major. (Par 1 & 2, S0 197, 'l ETOUSA, 15 July 19LL)

The fact that the division is in France has been released for writing home.
Although the majority of the division has been in ¥rance for over a week, security
reasons have rmade it necessarv to restrain from hinting that we have moved from our
former station in “ngland. .Aifter the sharm patrol activitv of the previous night
the front has settled down and there is very little action bevond sporadic artil-
lery and mortar fire with occasional small arms fire which is inflicting consider-
sble casualties.,

Casualties:
Viounded
Officers - 1 EM - 115
Killed
Officers - 3 EM - 32

This is the heaviest yet.'
21 July 19Lk:-
A heavy generalrain turned the fields into a deep mud. This was the first

taste of what French mud was like for the division. Action on the front was very :
limited due to the heavy rain., Only occasional artillery, mortar and small arms .

fire was evidenced, Casualties evacuated during the period were: . X
KIA Wounded
Officers 0 0
Warrant Officers 0 » 0
Fnlisted Men L 73

Twenty-eight of these casualties were non battle, mostly fatigue,
Twenty-two BV and three officers were received as renlacements,
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22 July 19LhL:-

Although t he rain has stooped the fields are still seas of mud and little
action has tsken place. One occasionaf the use of the cold German ruse of waving
the white flag and then trying to cut down our men with machine guns when they try
to take them was dealt with in reverse,

Casualties for the period are: KIA Wounded
Officers 0] 0
Warrant Officers 0 0
Enlisted Men 2 97

Yo prisoners have been taken by the division to date., Purple Hearts were
awarded to eighteen members of the division for wounds received in action. (GO #9.
Par 1, Hq L4 A/D, 22 July 19LL),

23 July 194k:-

Troops on the front line have been practically inactive on both sides but with
a partial clearing of the skies which have been cloudy for two days, the air cover
was out in force, mainly F-47 Thunderbolts. The planes made an almost constant pro=-
cession over the area during the afternoon.

Sporadic artillery and mortar fire was the main action of the day., Casualties
evacuated during the day are:

KIA Wounded
Officers 0 0
Warrant Officers 0 0
Enlisted Men 2 97

2L July 19LY:-

Therewas no change in our front throughout the day., There was sporadic
artillery, mortar and small armms on the front line, It was announced that today
was "D" Day for First Army and that "H" Hour would be at 1100 for VII Corps on our
left. '"H" Hour for VIII Corps of wich the division is amart will be at 0530 to-
MOrrow,

Detachments from the 25th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mecz), 2Lth Armored
Engineer Battalion and 70Lth T.D. Battslion (S.®.) took over as bridge guards at
two bridges in the sector of the division on our left flank (83rd Infantry Division)
to free their men for the attack,

One hundred sixty-nine EM and two officer revlacements were received and
assigned to the infantry battalions. General “ood gave the men an orientation talk
before t gi for their units and welcomed them to the division.

Sﬁx%g:ple Heart Awards were made todsav to men of the division for wo unds
received betion against the enemy. (Par 1, GO 410, Hq L4 a4/D)

25 July 19Lk:-

Beginning early this morning and lasting well into the day the division wit=
nessed for the firsttime a demonstration of the aerial mght of the Allies, The
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planes numbering over a thousand roared overhead and dropped their bombs and re-
turmed. The earth could be felt shaking as much as five miles back from the front
lines under the terrific blasting. Courled with this the artillery began almost
continuous firing which lasted nearly all day, Thursday began the assault by the
VIII Corps. Our division's rission was to hold a small sector between the fronts
of the 83rd Division (left flank) and the 90th Division (right flank) while they
pushed forward and vinched of{ a rocket on our frent which wewsre then to clean up.
Our artillery supported the attack together with theassault gunsand gartars and the

T.D. Bn guns making roughly five battalions of artillery in action the con-~
trol of the Division artillery Officer. 4 new device designed to je the hazards
of the many hedgerows in Normandy is being prepared by our ordnance talion. The

device, called a hedgerooter or rhinoceros, will make it possible for a tank to
charge directly through a hedgerow without stopping, such as a large bulldozer
wotld do. PRattle fatigue cases are showing a marked decrease and the division
psychiatrist has been able to return nearly 50% of these casses to duty in a short
time. The battle casuslties which now are practically from shell fire included:
6 B¢ and 1 officer wounded,

26 July 19LbL:-

Only smallsuccesses on the Corps front and no change in the division front
line., 4 very quiet day and one in which casualties were very light, one man killed
and one man wounded., Material replacements are being made but the supply of 6O0mm
morters and “bazookas" is criticsal.

Casualties have been running about LO% from small arms fire and 60% from shell
and mortar fire. The first nrisoner tsken by the division was a deserter who had
come through the swamps during the night and surrendered to a detachment of the 2Lth
Armored Engineer Battalion,

Our artillery again supported the attack of the adjoining infantry division
while our front line remained static.

27 July 19Uk:-

Our men have learned much about the enemy which is facing us in the last few
days. ‘They have learned caution with ‘aggressiveness and for the first time a'day
has gone by without casualty. At 1300 our front lines were ordered forward to
clear the settor of any enemy, At 1800 with this mission completed, the division
reverted to Corps reserve toawait orders, Casualties were light with only five EM
being wounded and no -one killed Total casualties for this holding action which
began 18 July are: - S ‘ ' -

Killed Wounded Missing
82 29%- 17
Replacements received were 5 officers and 189 ®nlisted Men.
2R July 194k -

At 0300 this mornlng the divisien received orders to attack south through
Perlers and Coutances, ore551ng through the 90th Infantry Diviaion ani ‘seéize and
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hold Cerences (La JourdarmiJge) (GO #3, Hq L A/D, 28 July 19LL)s CC "B" launched
its drive at 0500 and in spite of mines on roadsreached Coutances by noon where they
have been hefd up by numerous mines and demolitions. By 1800 the city of Coutances
was ours exosot for mopoing up, and we were in contact with leading elements of the
3rd Armored Division which is advancing south from St. Lo. a4 total of 202 prisoners
have been captured and more are expected to follow. Seventy-nine enlisted infantry
replacements were received and assigned and the first group of division wounded have
returned, numbering four, to duty.

29 July 19Lk:-

Renewing the advance south of Coutances this morning CC "B" drove on toward the
objective at Cerences and occupied that town in the late afternoon after a total ad-
vance in two days of over fortg miles, Three hundred fifty-four prisoners were cap-
tured today. The 8th Tank Battalion captured LO Germans without a shot when they
wandered into the bivouac area waving a white flag.

The Silver Star was awarded to Cantain Frank Allen, Dental Corps Officer with
CC. "B", for his gallantry in action under heavy fire treating wounded without regard
for the fact that he also was wounded, This is the first Silver Star Award made in
the Division. (Par. 1, GO #11, Hq L A/D, cs) _

A total of thirty-nine Purple Heart awardswere made today to officers and men
of)the division who have been wounded in action recently., (Par 2, GO #11, Hq L A/D
cs

Major Alexander E. llewton, long the S-2 for Division Trains, was today killed
by a mine explosion. He is the first field officer casualty of the Divisione

30 July 19LLi=

At daylight this rmorning an outrnost of the 5lst srmored Infantry Battalion
observed an enemy colum withdrawing from Avranches. Pvt William H. Whitson, al-
though without other supnort, opened fire on the column and inflicted heavy casual-
ties in the enemy before being killed in action. He was awarded the D,S.,C. for this
action., (GO #65, Hq TUSA cs)

CC "A®™ having reached the division objective together with the Reserve Command
followed behind in two columns and cleaned out the scattered pockets o~ resistance
which were brushed aside by the rapid advance of CC "B", During this mopping-up
veriod an estimated 1500 prisoners were t aken, Crisoners streamed to the rear by
truck and on foot, some without guards others being marched back by armed Frenchmen,

At 2130 this evening Company "C", 126th Armored Ordnance Maintenance Battalion
advancing southward through Sartilly was ambushed in the town by approximately a
company of Germans suprorted br at least two 88 mm guns. In what started as a run-
ning fight, the head and tail vehicles were knocked out and the column was brought
to a halt. Wgth the Germans firing and throwing hand grenades at them from the
housetops, e company commander ordered the comrany to scatter in groups and make
their was out of the trap. With the help of some French resistance fighters a major-
ity of the company was able to extricate themselves and later reassemble. The casu-
alties totaled twenty-three, including missing, captured and killed.

Moving through the northeast edge of Avranches to capture Tirepied, the 8th Tank
Battalion encountered a column of German horse-carts, light reconnaissance vehicles
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and AT guns. The entire column was destroyed in an all out battle., which lasted
until 2022 next morninge.

The enemy is retreating so rapidly that lbrge gquantities of vehicles, guns, and
stores are being left by the sides of the road in their flight. Horses of horse-
drawn units are either dead by the side of the road or wandering loose over the
country-side. A B S SR ,

After being in the front lines- tepsdays.with:‘the infantry troops which he had
trained, Colonel Louis J. Storck, Reserve Commander, was killed along with his _

driver and radio operator when his 1/L4-ton C&R car struck a mine in the city of
Coutances which was then far behind the lines, .

31 July 19Lb:-

After a fierce fight CC "B" capntured Avranches. The issue was in doubt for a
while when an enemy counter-attack threatened to engulf the combat command headquar-
ters, General Dager personally organized and led a counter-attack implemented by
the personnel of his headquarters and broke the German resistance in this area and
caused the fall of Aivranches which resulted in the capture of 2000 prisoners. He
was awarded the D.S.C, for this action. (GO .#60, Hq TUSA cs)

With the clearing out of the division zone of action completed, CC MA"™ and
CC "B" are now advancing to the south to secure and hold crossings over La-See and
La Selune Rivers prevaratory to continuing the advance to the south. Enemy now
being contacted are mainly rear echelon troops of divisions routed farther north and
now seeking means of escape from the trap which has snapped on them ands ecured an
estimated total of 1000 prisoners,

The number of prisoners taken in the capture of Avranches totaled over LOOO and
it was necessary to secure Army assistance in controlling and evacuating them,

A battery of the U89 AAA Battalion, protecting a bridge at Pont Le Gilbert,
knocked out an entire horse-drawn Field Artillery Battalion which was passing their
position, after waging an all night fight against tank and infantry counterattacks
aimed at destruction of the btridge, The bridge was held in spite of the ferocity
of the German assault and lack of any support for the battery.

Throughout the advance, elements of the 2Lth Armored Z“ngineer Battalion were
continually in the fore, revairing roads and bridges, removing mines, clearing debris
from roads and removing road blocks under fire to further therapid advance of the

colums, :

An Bth Tank Battalion task force captured Tirepied and secured the vital river
crossings there. A sharp fight with infantry supported by tanks and heavy artillery
resulted in the capture of 200 prisoners. . N

The official casualties for the period 28- 30 July were 71 killed, 155 wounded,
and 36 missing. Replacements received during this period were 79 enlisted men,
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1 August 19Lle

At 008X this morning the division and the VIII Corps, to which we have
been agsigned since entering action, were assigned to the Third United States
Army under Lt General Patton, the army having become operational at this time.
At @500 CC "A" struck south through Avranches with the mission of capturing
Rennes, the key to the Brest Peninsula, Moving southward in an overwhelming
burst of power, the drive carried to the outskirts of Rennes by the following
morning, C©C "B" followed CC"A" one hour later, The Forward Echelon, having
travelled ail night, reached Les rFortes, north of Avranches at 0800, remain-
ing in bivouas only long enough to catcn its breath and receive a visit from
the new Army Commander. The division CP closed at Les Portes,at 1600 and
moved south through Avranches to St James and were the first Americans to
enter that city. Passing through they stopped alongside the road west of the
town for the night, Little opposition was given by the enemy other than
short, sharp delaying actions which were rapidly crushed by the speed-and
drive of the'astack.

In the advanue while passing through the hills above Avranches the 5lst
Armored Infantry Battalion was bombed and strafed but suffered no casualties.
On reaching Duegy there was a sharp fight witb2a retreating enemy column which
had been overtaken and the 51st destroyed L enemy tanks and two half tracks,
while capturing 216 prisoners, Their losses amounted to 3 half tracks knock-
ed out,

2 August 19LL:e

The speed of the drive of CC'A" carried them to the outskirts of Rennes,
which they reached at appruximately 0600, Here strong resistance was met in
the form of converted anti-aircraft defenses. The division CP opened at
St Aubin d'Aubigne at 0600, iesting strong resistance to our frontal attack,
both combat commands encircled the city to the west to cut all lines of communie
cation from the west and south, In :ho mean*:ne, a regimental combat team of
the 13th Infantry, supported by the 5th Field Artillery Group, moved up on
foot at first and later on trucks provided from our trains, to continue the
attack from the north. The 2nd Cavalry Group, attached, circled to the east
of the city to prevent escape in that direction. Littie enemy air activity
was evidenced, but 10 FW 190's strafed our area causing no damage, four Mark
III tanks were destroyed and 106 prisoners were cajtured in the encirclement
of Rennea. Lt Col Watt became Chief of Staff, Col Bigby having been ap.oint-
ed Reserve Commander to replace Col Storck. Col Blanchard assumed duties as
Traing Commander,

3 August.!!!?z-

CC"A® ¥l CC"B" reached their objective, Bain de B-Derval, south of
Rennes this afternoon and began a coordinated attack on the city from the
north and south at 1600, The advance was slowed by isolated el ements of
resistance, principally defended road blocks, Evidence indicates that the
enemy is retreating from the city to the east with rmost of its armor. Strong
resistance was encountered in the vicinity of the airfield south of Rennes,
99 prisoners were taken today,
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L August 19LL:-

The attack on Rennes continued throughout the night and enemy resistance
diminished considerably until out troops finally entered the city .roper without
resistance at 1215, The troops which had been in the city, 500 in number
approximately, had largely filtered out in small sniper groups into the surround=-
ing countryside, and may patrols were sent out to hunt them down, It is in-
advisable for individuals or unarmored vehicles to travel on the roads un-
escorted. Major Friedman, S-L of CC"A"™ was killed by a sniper group while
trying to bring supplies to his troops. After the fall of the city, a German
prison hospital was found in which numerous captured wounded Amerioan and
British soldiers were being treated. 1 search of the hospital located 9
members of the division vho had beencaptured 5 days previously. 116 prisoners
were taken today, 72 of them by CC"B" units who also captured intact 1 = 75
mm gun and two trucks, while destroying L other trucks. Losses in the divi-
sion during the operation 2gzainst Rennes were Ll killed, 158 wounded and
and 32 missing, Six officer replacements were received. ‘

5 August:19Ll:-

Lfter cleaning out the scattered pockets of resistance near Rennes, the
division turned west toward Vannes, moving in two columns, CC"™A"™ on the south.
CC"AY moved west through la Gacilly and Rochefort, capturing Vannes at 21L5.
The 25th Cavalry Ren Sq (Mecz) protected their left flank all the way. CC"B"
moved southwest to capture Redon at noon, then circled north and east behind
CCUA" to move on Lorient through Nessac, liaure and rloermele. 2L9 prisoners
were taken today. The local FFI in Vannes rendered valuable assistance in
mopping up isolated packets of enemy, and out:osted the tovm. Enemy resis-
‘tance came from the 56th Security Regiment and the 281st Javalry Battalion,

6 August 19LbL1-

The division CP moved from Bain de B to a position 5 miles east of Vannes
this date, opening at 1500, CC"A" sent task forces to the north and west of
Vannesg; mopping up enemy resistance, destroying a number of anti-tank guns ahd
liquidating a light anti-aircraft battalion. The enemy apneared very confused
and numerous Germans, dressed as civilians, attempted to filter through our
lines, CC"BY, moving slowly on Lorient, encountered little resistance but
was delayed considerably by road craters and blown bridges. A few defended
road blocks encountered enroute were Guickly reduced b- B Troop, 25th Cavalry
which was providing reconnaissance. lhey reached 3aud where they bivouaced
for the night, 312 prisoners were taken today and it is estimated that at
least a like number were killed, = -~ ' - '

7 August l?hh:-

("D again took up the march on Lorient at 0500, moving north to strike
the city from the northwest t-rough Pont Scorff, which town was captured at 1100,
They were halted south of Font Scorff by concentrated artillery fire, CC"AY
‘meved on Lorient at 0600 through huray which was seized at 0700. “¥hey pushed
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rapidly morthwest, fightin; a running battle with the retreating enemy, until
they reached Hennebent where the enemy destroyed the bridge over the Blavet
Piver before they could cross. A task forece of a company of tanks and in-
fantry struck north to seize the bridge at Lochrist and enabled the combat
command to cross to the narthwest and strike south towards Lorient, reaching
Caudan at i9L0e. ©Soth combat com-ands began to develop and test tae enemy
defenses which in this area were very strong, consisting of anti-aircraft
defense positions, anti-tank ditches and heavy artillery, includiig naval
guns, rrisoners captured today total 1506, French sources indicate majority
of trocps in Lorient are ready to surrender, but strong pressure «nd iron
discipline wrevent them, <The division will not attempt an assaul®, on the St
city without reinforcements. Because of a long communication line, arrange-
ments for hospitalization have be2n rmade in Vannes in the case of emergencies,
2li1 enemy vehicles have been destroyed or captured since launching the attack
from Avranches, Our losses were 15 tanks and 11 other vehicles. 536 replace-
ments vere received today; the majority of them infantry riflemen. vhortly
after moving into position near Lorient, CC"B" was subjected to a heavy shelling
by mortars and artillery. 7The fire as well directed and the casualties amount-
ed to 12 killed, 70 wounded, L half trucks and 2 jeeps destroyed and numerous
others damaged. Major Lloyd O, omith, air support officer since the division
entered operations, was killed in the shelling. A troop laden supply train
attempting to enter Lorient was caught at wueven, L miles outside of Lorient,
completely destroyed, killing and estimated 350 Germans,

8 August 19LL:-

Yeavy fighting is inpmogress with all elements engaged. A development of
the outer defenses of Lorient is proceading satisfactorily, Owr artillery has
destroyed several anti-aircraft and large calibre artillery positions in the
outer defense perimeter. Many combat patrols were utilized in this day's
cperation and 39L prisoners were taken.

9 August 19LL:-

Owing to a threat of enemy attack from the south in the vicinity of
iantes, CC"A" was relieved from its mission at Lorient and returned to the vicin-
ity east of Vannes to prepare to march on ilantes. CCl"B? continued the mission
of c¢ontaining Lorient until relieved by elements of the 6th Armored Division
which is to take over the assault of the city, The 25th Cav Ran Sq (Mecz)
patrolled to the southeast towards i'antes as far as La Roche dernard. liany
attempts to supply food and clothing to their besieged garrisoii in Lorient
were broken by CCB" and enemy trains destroyed. The enemy continued shelling
the besieging forces and made local counter attacks nightly., 122 prisoners
were takem today,

10 August 19LL:=
CYA" moved from its bivouac near Vannes at 0%C0 proceeding easit across

the Vilaine River then south on iiantes. By 1600-CC"A" had covered approxie-
mately 80 miles and destroyed or drivea into the city all opposing enemy forces.
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CCY"B" continued to receive heavy shelling from the big guns at Lorient and was
finally forced to move north to a new position west of -ont Scorff, vhich was
out of range of the enemy artillery., The long sup,ly line which the division
rmust depend upon has been relatively cleared of enemy by constant patrolling
action of the Cavalry. Although propaganda leaflets have been distributed over
Lorient by plane and artillery shells, very few of the enemy are availing
themselves of the safe conduct which they afford. It is understood that the
rarrison wishes to surrender but is being compelled to fight by the officers,

11 August 19LL:=

Fatrols of CC"AM reached the northern edges of Nantes early this morn-
ing and throughout the day continued protecting and exploring the enemy defenses.
During the night explosions in the city indicated that the enemy was destroying
supplies and irs tallations in preparation for a withdrawal across the Loire
siver, CC"B" continued to contain the city of Lorient while Cavalry ratrols
flushed small groups from their hiding places along the coast and others drove
into Lorient from the south. 21f prisonsrs were taken today.,

Refugees have become a problem but rapid evacuation from the area occupied
by troops is being practiced as a security measure.

12 sugust 19LL:=

Cperating with F 71 patrols which cleared mines from routes into lantes,
CMA" stormed the city and subdued all resistance north of the Loire by 1L50.
(See letter from rrefect of Loire at iwantes in file) The enemy had destroyed
all bridges over the river., The situation at Lorient is unchanged with little
activity other than sporadic artillery fire and reconnaissance patrols from toth
sides. Znemy patrols numbering approximately 150 men attacked the area at night
but were ropulsed. :srisoners were ca tured armed with a new weayon, similar to
our bazooka vhich had been issued the previous day. +‘heir mission was to hunt
down tanks, The French patriots in this area are extremely active and coopera-
tive, <‘hey have secured much valuable information on the enemy defenses and
their patrol activities have been responsible for destroying numerous isolated
groups and bringing in a number of prisonerse. 9L prisoners were taken today.

The Administrative Center in a “hateau in vuvey had visions of becoming
front line soldiers when the Germans at.empted a counter-attack to capture
Avranches and cut off our break-through: into Srittany. ¥French reports put the
enemy very close but patrols sent out returned to report that fears were ground-
less. Jhe Germans were beaten back but bombing and strafing in the area made
things hot for the clerks temporarily.

13 August 19LL:-

The division and all attached units were relieved from assignment to VIII
Corps and reassigned to the XII Corps, (lstter Hq TUSA, Subject: "Troop Assign-
ment", this date). We are to be relieved of the seige of Lorient by the 6th
Armored Division and move east to an assembly area near Vendome, for a assault
on Urleans. Liaison Officers arrived to make arrangements for relief of our
troops; the exact date of relief is as yet unknown. For the division, the cam-
paign of Brittany was practically at an end, Since breaking through at Avranches,
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we have captured L4653 prisoners and killed nearly twice as many.

Attempts at maintenance and checking of vehicles have begun, to insure
preparedness for the long march to the east., Little can be done before beginning
the march due to the extended supply line. Late today information was received
that the 6th Armored Division would begin arriving tomorrow to effect relief from
our present mission. "CC"A" was ordered to prepare to move tomorrow morning,
leaving the Cavalry to patrol the river near Nantes., Several German transport
rlanes have been seen flying from the Lorient area at night indicating the enemy
may be evacuating key personnels, Artillery fire has been unusually light, but
enemy patrols continue to operate. [Propaganda shells were fired into the city,
marking our first use of this type of warfare,

1L august 19LL:-

CC"A" was relieved at Nantes by the 2nd Cavalry Group and moved eastward
to assembly area at 0800, followed by the 25th Cgvalry, Reserve Command and
Uivision Headquarters.

. CC"B"™ is being relieved by the 6th :rmored Uivision and will move when the
relief is complete. The move east was made quite rapidly eonsidering the fact
that the latter part of the journey was made without maps. Considerable diffi-
culties were evidenced enroute and the need for considerable maintenance was
evident as numerous vehicles of all types drop.ed from the calumn .for needed
repair,

In the operations in Jrittany our losses were 63 killed, 153 wounded and
10 missing, Three officer and L38 enlisted replacements werse receiveda

15 August 19L)te

~nfter a 22 hour road march, CC"A"™ arrived at St Calais and was immediately
ordered to move on Orleans and seize and hold the city in conjunction with the
35th Infantry Division. Although their vehicles were in need of maintenance,
the men tired from an all night march of 167 miles, CC"A"™ after refueling,
rncved on Orleans and seized the airport at Ormes northwest of the city. Yuring
the night, the enemy evidenced his intent of wulling out by blowing ammunition
and zasoline stores in large quantities,

Relief having been effected b the 6th armored “ivision at 0600, CC'"3"
began its march to Vendome., A task force from the 37th Tank Battalion was
dispatched on Corps order to blow all ridges over the Loire fiver between Blois
and Tour. On arriving there it was ound that all the ridges had teen previously
destroyed a considerable time before. Yowever, the trlp was not without pro-- -
fit. Observing an enemy convoy oroceed;n~ along the o..osite side of the river,
the task force opened up and broke vp the convoy, QegtrOjlng several armored
vehicles ' routing the remainder of the force, Tue enemy were so surprised
that they d¥fl not c unter a single shot., #ivision readquarters having closed
at Vannes at 1300, marched nearly all night, arriving at 8t Cerotte near St
Calais at 2100

16 August 19Lh:=
'CC"A" attacked Orleans at first light this morning in two columns
comianded by Lt Col Bailey and Lt Col Oden. Col Oden's task farce struck east
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through Ormes to hit Orleans from the north; Col Bailey's force struck southeast
from Ormes to strike Orleans from the east. By 1500 they had reached the center
of the city, and mojping up continued until the 137th Combat Team relieved them
at 1800, CCMA" then pulled out of the city to bivouac near Sara northwest of
Orleans. The 708th Infantry Division offered the resistance in Orleans. (See
letter from Mayor Of Orleans in file).

After being relieved at Lorient, CC "B® assembled in the vicinity of
Baud and marched to the new division assembly area southwest of Vendome, arrive-
ing at 15L5 after a march of 26L miles in 3L hourss The 25th Cavalry.econtinued
to patrol the Loire River from Tours to Drleans. 75 prisoners vere ‘Saken today.
Our casualties were L killed and 17 wounded, Replacements received nwmbered
S officers and 223 enlisted men. '

After three days on the road Division Headquarters reached Ambley and
opened there at 1700 having halted overnight near Fouance and St Calais enroute,

17 sugust 19LL:-

The entire division concentrated on muzh needed maintenance., Little
activity or contact with the enemy except for small combat patrolse

18 August 19LL:-

CC"A" remained in bivouae north of Orleans preparing to counter any
thrust of the enemy. CC"B" moved north to La Loupe to -repare to meet a German
thrust, or attack to the east, General "Jood temporarily assumed command of XII
Corps when General Cook became ills The need for maintenance was evidenced in
the move of CC"B" b the number of vehicles which were forced out on the march,
necessitatins emergency repairs,

19 Augnst 19LL:-

, All units remained in bivouac performing needed maintenance to vehicles
and weapons preraring for further mowe to the east or northeast.

20 august 19LL:-

CCMB" was ordered to return from La Loupe to their former bivouac in the
vicinity of Prunay but was immediately ordered to move northeast again to the
vicinity of Binas near Orleans in preparation for an attack to the east, DUivi-
sion Headquarters and the Reserve followed CI"B" and camped near Lierville lLa
Folletiere, closing at 2100

21 August 19LL:e

ith CC "A" leading, followed by CC "B", Division "eadquarters and Reserve
Command, they moved in column through the outskirts of Orleans on Sens. (See
‘letter fram ilayor of Sens in file au Prefect of Sous) Little opposition was
encountered and CC "A" reached Sens before dark, arriving just in time to capture
a full train of German gasoline arriving in Sens. This prize lifted some of the
burden from the lengthening su, 1y line, Uivision feadquarters oampsd along
the road near Lorcy, 10 miles west of Montdrgis after-‘advancing 72:1des, closing

'
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in bivouac at 2200, Large quantities of foodstuffs were captured in a German
warehouse building on the side of a cliff overlooking Sens. CC"B" held the
bridge at Souppes after CC"A" had crossed and prepared to clean ovt the area
to the southeast the following day. Losses during the operations against Sens
were very light. We lost only 7 men wounded. ifeplacements received included
7 officers and 98 enlisted men.

22 August 19Ll:-

CC"A" pushed on to the east as a task force under Lt Col Oden, wiping
out an SS Rrigade concentrated near Villeneuve L8A, capturing 262 prisoners,
kiliing an estimated 200 and destroying 18 armored vehicles. A task force
from CC"B® under Lt Col Mayhach moved southeast from Souppes and captured Courte~
nay at 1520 then turned back west on Montargis, meeting heavy resistance in the
vicinity of Paucourt where they were held up overnight. With the area at
Courtenay cleared, Division Headquarters moved to the outskirts of Courtenay.

23 August 19LkL:=

, CC"A" encountered little enemy activity but 15 enemy aircrafi attacked
their bivouac at 1415 attempting to strafe but caused no damage. The attached
anti-aircraft accountdd for 7 planes while our Air Corps knocked down three more.
The 51st Armd Inf 2n cleaned ot iontargis in cooperation with the 320th Infantry
(35th Division), then turned n rth along the Loing siver to seize Ferriers.

After cleaning out the town, they continued northeast to Bazoches.

2L August 19LL:-

CCY"A" continued patrolling actively to the e .st, destroying numerous iso-
late: groups and capturing 105 prisoners. CC"B" completed the cleaning out of
the area around Montargis, taking 250 prisoners, then secured the left flank of
tii2 division by holding Sheroy. rPrepacations were made for further advance to
the east on Troyes,

25 august 19LL:-

CC"B" forced a crossing of the Yonne iiver at Villeneuve Sur Yonne,
protecting the southern flank of the divisiosn, and reached its objective at
auxon ~ St Florentin area, They arrived here at 1630, having encountered no
enemy resistance. _

CC"A" moved from its bivouac =ast of 3ens in 2 columns, com-znded by Lt
Col Oden and i‘ajor West with th3 missicn of ‘creing a crossing of the Seine
River, seisdng Troyes and establishirg a bridgehead for further.advance. 3y .
noon task force Oden had reached the 3eine tiver and tegan uridging it at Savieres
under artil¥ery fire from the S5lst SS Brigade. ..ajcr =~st's force reached its
attack position northwest of Troyes at noon. The a:iacic was delayed due to the
extensive bridging operations required for lol Oden's task force. Finally the
plan was changed and l{ajor West's-task force atvacked the city alonc. Jumuing
off at 1700 in a-powerful, fast moving attaci, they forced their way rapidly
into the center of the city through am intense artillery barrage, over anti-
tank ditches in a 3% mile drive across open ground before reaching the perimeter
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defenses of the city. (See letter from Prefect of Aube, Troyes, in iile) 1In

the attack our losses were 15 killed, L5 wounded with 3 vehicles knoc.ted oute

The enemy losses were: 352 known dead and an additional 100 estimatec killed

with 12l prisoners. 53 enemy vehicles, 72 machine guns and & artillier pieces
were destroyed. The total losses for the period 22«25 august were 17 1:illed,

50 wounded and L missing in action. Replacements received amounted to only 18
enlisted men,

26 August 19Lk:=

Task force Oden, having completed bridging of the Seine during ~¥e night,
reached the high ground northeast of Trnyes at 0230. From this vantage point
they were able to control all the routes of escape of the German garrison which
had been routed from the city., At first light task force West bagan an attack
to mop up all enemy remaining in the city and had cleared a route for contact
with the remainder of CC "A" by 0800, Mopping up activity continued th:ough
the day but Major Westis force was relieved at noon by the 53rd Armd Ini' ‘:n.

The systematic destruction of the escajing enemy continued. Air missions des-
troyed an estimated 100 vehicles and an unknown number of personnel by bombing
and strafing of the escape routes, while task force Oden accounted for many
mores CC"B" continued clearing out the area south of Troyes to the Seine River.
The 25th Cavalry continued under corps control protecting the southern flank of
the Corps along the Loire River.

Telegraphic congratulations to Colonel Eruce C Clarke, vommandant CC"A",
for his superb work were received from lajor General Eddy, Commanding General,
XII Corps. The telegram read: "Heartiest congratulations. Another job well
done. So far your cammand has been the spearhead of this Corps which today is
leading all other Corps in its advance to the east." (See file for letters from
liberated cities)

27 August 19LL:-

All of CC"A"™ except the 5ird Armd Inf Bn remained in bivouac northeast of
Troyes, while the 53rd continued mopping up isolated resistance groups in the
city until relieved at 2000 by elements of the 35th Infantry Livision. They
then moved to the combat command assembly area. Total statistics for the Troyes
operation are: 557 prisoners captured, 533 killed; vehicles destroyed, exclu-
sive of air, 6L vehicles captured, 20 weapons captured or destroyed, 2 88mm, L
105mm, 1 20mm and 5 machine guns. CC"B" remained in the vicinity of Auxon south-
west of Troyes and furnished a task force under Col .onley to assist the Cavalry
in protecting the south flank of the division, The 25th Cavalry reverted to
division control and moved into bivouac in the vicinity of lontgreux.

28 August 19L)L:=

CC'A" attacked northeast at 0700 in two task forces, commanded by Lt
Col aAbrams west column and Lt Col Jaques east column, Task force Jaques forded
the iarne Ziver north of Vitry and seized the heights northeast of the town.
No at.cmpt was made to attack the .city. .Only minor resistance was ensountered
enroute. Task force Abrams forded the Marne River near Mairy, bridged the canal
at 5t Germain and went into position on-the high ground east of Chaloms in the
vicinity of narson, cutting all roads-east and northeast from Chalons. A number
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of enemy vehicles were destroyed when they attampted to flee the city. No att-
empt was made to attack the city. Enemy casualties inflicted by CC"A" were:
123 prisoners, 101 killed, 10 wounded and 27 vehicles destroyed. CC"B" moved
east in two columns crossing the Seine river in Troyes and south of it at ot
Julian, to a position in the vicinity of Piney to protect the flank and rear
of CC"A" and prepare to force a crossing of the Aube River toward Brienne.
Only minor resistancewas encountered. 2 anti-aircraft guns and 2 searchlights
were destroyed. The Cavalry continued to patrol the south flank as far as 3ar
Sur Seinees Our personnel losses in the operation against Chalons and Vitre le
Francoise aumbered 12 killed, L2 wounded and S missinge liine o”ficer and five
enlisted rerlacements were received,

29 sugust 1SLli:-

o enemy activity was encountered during the night vy CC"A". Task force
Jaques attackad Vitry, encountering only lizht resistance, the enemy naving large-
ly evacuated during the nighte The city was complstely cleared ty 1300. Task
force Abrams at‘acked Chalons from the rortheast while elements of the 80th
Infantry Division attacked from thes southeast. The city fell at 1100 without
event, -aving been alse largely evacuated. 83 prisoners were taken by these
two task forces. 1 tank, 2 arored cars and 9 other vehicles were destroyed.
CC"B" continued its mission of protecting Corps right flank along the line
2ar Sur sube St Dizier. Little activity was encountered. (See letter from
rrefect in Chalons, in file)

30 august 19L!.:-

I3M"A" moved on 3t Di-ier at 0700 in one column of 2 task forces unchanged,
tasi Torc2 Jaques leading. oome small arms fire was encountered earoute but the
i33¢ 0f the o lun reachec St vizier about 0930 where they encounterasd strong
resistance in thz form of anti-tank and artillery fire. -n assault o” the town
rith tanl's leading reduced the resistance and the to'm was clesared by 1230.

5. ovadie artillery continued to fall in the town and 2 detachment of tanks = ~=
145 3ent to clear out the woods northwest of St vizier (Sez letter in “ile),
“lushing -many dismounted troops that ratre:ted lezvin: esiuijment and dszaa eiind.
Tv1o anti-tank guns were destroyed in the attacxk with thz loss of ons tiake a
large first-class airport which had bzen preparsa Jor comolition »2s captured
intacte. 1LU prisoners were captured, 1% ens.y ~oundad and 75 killed. Jne tank,
28 other vehicles and 2L large caliher wzapons were ca.tured or destroyed. <+hree
a.rnlanes werz captured on the ground. J2".J" clsared the -ooded areas Lo the
south netween the 3eine and the aube -ivers to “he linz =ar our Yeine to ~ar

Sur aube, then marched east crossing the .wuhe Ziver, estarlishing a position

east of Brienne, arriving there at 190C. «rlans were riaus for an attack to the
east by both comhat com :ands at first lisht th2 folloing morning to seize and
hold the crossing of the...euse River at Commercy and “auvcouleurs.

31 August 19LL:-
3oth combat cormands commenced their advance at 0700, JC"A" novinz in

one column as far as Ligny, then splitting; CC"2" moving in two columns. at
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Lizny, SC"A" found the krid-e he canzl mined and reazy for demolition

hut the spesd of thelr advance | et the enemy off guard, enabling them

Lo cupture the hriac~z intacti. sk Ie Abrams movinz on the south flank

of the comrat cory anu crovz 71l 3i: wefore it, reachin:c Commercy at 1135,

crossed the ..2use ~iver, took v poszition on the hirh ground in Bois de Vignot

east of thz ¢ tv. (3es letter f{rom rref at .om ercy in file). Task force

Jaques yushed to Lerouville reachir  there at 1330 but found the brid-e blown.

tollowing the river scuti, they found a bridge intact and crossed to join for-

c2s in eis dz Vignot. At Lorowville a trotp train attempting to escape was

skot vp and the onsmy scattzracé. a larce number of railroad cars and locomotives

wer> capturad. Jdneny casivaltics voers 120 captured, 1L0O killed, 3 armored cars

BN 20 other wahiclzs oo wac, 10 la*g, ca‘*b r weapons d2strovad, SO
car g nd 3 loconm o:iv.v 2a.turzc or asstroycd. SO"EM moving in two

zountaree consizcratl: enomy resistance in the vicinity of

rushins ~3istancs 1side, they reacned the Marn. “iver
.- r N

T road and bridgs ovor th. rivor, 63
0 s owp w17 4. 1 staff car anu 2 mashin. cuns ey

Lrov.s and Vitre were 6 willed, 17
wounazd ona 3 missing, I_ . .1l-c_r.nts rzccived amounted to & officers and
182 enlisted mon.

Since tr:akinc the German lin. in ..crmandy the divisicn has advarcod the
axis of tho arrmy in :xcuss of 7OO mil:s, and has continunlly l.d the “icht of
tho 1:7 1ag corps ina *h‘ ArTY . bv majority of th. comhat vehiclus travellod
in .xcoss of 1,500 milcs, *il. many supply vehicloes have travellec over 3,000
milos, in furnichine~ svpplics to td H1v1alon in guantitizs which insur:a that
2v2 y 2lemont of tho division was caml_toly s peliod 2t 21l idimos. Tou:l pri-
son:rs copturcd in our .astward driv. ~mount to 3571- our lo:zsis wor. 52 kill.q,
07 wovnc:d sad 2F missinze 3Zncmy units mst ond dofoatia by tho civision in this
Advang: included:  Sth rara vive, 17th 5S> raz gren bive, 2nd 53 rz Jiv., 77th
Inf 2iv., 203 Inf viv., 353rd Inf oiv., 709th Inf —iv., 265 Inl viv., 116tn 1z
Uiv.e, 13th A.A.A. ive, 3L3r¢  Inf wdv,, 264k Inf wive, 91st inf oiv., fth
Parn Regt. hnown cnimy mztericl capturaed or doestroyca to aate: 17 tonks, L9
larg> c-1libor artillsry picces, and 659 miscellancous ekiclﬁs. In contrast th:
divisi-n lost: S light tanks, 25 mzdium tanks, and L artillory pi.cos, 157
misc2llancovs vohicl:se
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1 September 194k:=

After spending the night bivouacked alon; the road near -assy, Forward Echelon
moved out early in the morninz to the intenced bivouac at Houdlaincourt, The Re-
serve Comiand rollosed from the vicinity of Guindrecourt to bivouac near the For-
ward Tchelon, closingz the bivouac at 130Q,

The 25th Cavalry moved from a bivouac in the vicinity of Ferrieres, east across
the 1arne River at first light, with the mission of reconnoitering and screening the
zone, Chaumont, Neufchateau, Mirecourt., Contact was maintained with the enemy
tarouchout the day, Just before night-fall however, the enemy elected to take a
stand, The cavalry in a double envelopment attack either captured or destroy:d the
entire force, the first company of a Fortress Engineer Battalion, In the action
111 Germans were captured, LO killed, 22 wounded, 6 enemy trucks and 6 staff cars
were destroyed without casualty to qur forces,

CC mAn, .aving established a bridgehead across the Meuse, continued to hold
the high sround east of Cormercy with two task torces assisted by an attached
battalion of the 319th Infantry. The Germans continued to shell their position
and heavy artillery fire was received durinz the afternoon. Also in the afternoon
their positions were attacked br a force of 25 enemy planes, strafing and firing
rockets, The focal »noint of the attack was the anti-aircraft defenses and the fire
direction center of the 66th armored Field artillery Battalion, where Lieutenant.
Colonel .Jallace, the Rattalion Cormmander, was wounded, 6 men killed and 57 others
wounded, Nine of the planes were shot cdown., Late in the day the enemy started
withdrawal and artillery fire was brought on them, breakinz their columns and sube
jecting them to losses estimated at 100 killed, 150 wounded, 8L prisoners taken,-

5 tanks and 12 miscellaneous vehicles destroyed,

CC "B" marched from bivouac in the vieinity or Brienne, crossed the jiarne
River at 0830, reached and crossed the ‘euse at 1715. only slizht contact with
the enemy was made durin; the day, but considerable evidence. could be seen that .
they were not far behind the retreating ‘ermans.

2 September 194l:-

Althou _h the eneny continued to withdraw, lack of aszoline prohibited our
actise pursuit; however, the division continued to asseritle in the area of Commercy-
Vaucouleurs=joudelaincourt. Plans were submitted for the crossing of the i.oselle
“iser and seizing the high _round east of ilancy. Sli ht patrol activities in the
division area resulted in the capture of 83 prisoners, Shelling of the retreating
7Jerman columns resulted in the destruction of S enemy tanks and 12 miscellaneous
vehicles,

3 - 10 September 194l (inclusive):=-

The shortaze of gasoline nrecludes any larg: scile activity and conservation
for an emergency has made it necessary that all moverent be restricted to the
minimum. The operation of all non-essential radios nhas ceased in order to conserve
the gasoline. For the first time since entering vattle the Special Jervice 3ection
was able to contact fromtline troops and present movies., The troops resting dure
ing the static situation took full advantaze of the facilities of a Quartermaster
Shower Unit, while others elected to bathe in the Meuse Riser, l!aintenance
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activities were concentrate? on to insure that everv vehicle would be ready to move
when the word care,

On checkin: the railroad yards at Commercy, CC "A" discovered 100,000 gallons
of petrol and 20 cars of munitions, Third Army is testinz the gasoline to deter-
mine whether it can be used. The 25th Cavalry, with a small supply of gasoline,
continued patrolling activities on the southern flank, seeking out enemy defenses
and installations, After finding Neufchateau unoccupied but being unable to enter
the town in sufficient force, they withdrew and next day found that the enemy had
returned in considerable force and had built road blocks to defend the town on the
north. Evidence of the enemies' realization of their own critical situation was
iound in reports that they were blowing road bridges and destroying large amounts
of arrunition stores, Little atterpt was rade by the enemy to contact our forces
and our own activity being restricted there was little contact during this period.

On 7 ®pterper, Lieutenant (olonel ~avid 4, .att Jr, was relieved as Chief of
Staii replacin. Colonel iendell Blanchard who vecame Deputy Chief of Staff,
Colonel Zrnest a. Bixby, forrmerly ~ivision artillery Commander, became Chief of
Staff, Iieutenant Colonel Alexander 3raham, formerly Cormancdingz Officer 9Lth
armored rieid ,rtilliery Lattalion, Lecare Tivision Artillery Cormander ((General
Order #26, Headquarters Lth aArmored “ivision C..,)

On September 10th, 19LL, a limited portion of the division was nrivileged to
Witness a performance by Bing (rosby and a U.S.0., Troupe., The publication in the
Stars and Stripes, of an article concernin- the operations of the division was re-
ceived with great appreciation by all ranks, Durine this period the casualties
arounted to 16 killed, 59 wounded., Ten officers and 152 enlisted ren replacements
were received. Five hundred and thirteen prisoners were taken in the period 3
September to 10 3eptember inclusive. The enery opposing us during this period
were the 15th Panzer frenadier Nivision supplemented by a Home Muard Training
Battd jon, 2 Bicycle Traiming Battalion and the Eleventh Marine a~dmimistrative.
Battalion, On the tenth of September, in preparation for the projected move against
Nanoy, the Div Hgq and Reserve Command displaced forward aecross the Meuse River to
Punarot closing in bivouac at 1300, Personnel losses during this period were 16
Kiiled ard 59 weunded, Ten officers and 152 enlisted replacements werc received,

‘ll‘S¢pt§mber 194k~

With orders to establish a bridgehead across the :oselle River, -south of
Nancy, CC "B" moved at 0630 from bivouac near Vaucouleurs to force a crossing in the
vicinity of Bayon. Advance elenments of tank and infantry moving in two columns
under command of Colonel Withers (s, column) and Lt Col Conley (n. column), had
preceded them the night before and reached the river in preparation for an attack
at 0700, , , .
Engineers were unable to construct a crossin: for the tanks of the north
column in the time allotted and the infantry which hac forced the initial bridge-
head needed the support of tanks. Realizing the sravity of the situation First
Lieutenant harsnall of the 8th Tank Battalion cdecided to construct his own cross-
ing. After one unsuccessful attenpt he brougat his tanks up to the canal and by
firing into the walls broke them down suificiently so that a ramp could ve con-
structed from railroad ties and rails which ha been collected by his platoon in
the vicinity., After several tries one tank succeeded ina@ossinz the canal and
mounting the steep incline on the opposite bank. This tank in turn towed the
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remainder of the platoon up the incline., With this major obstacle surmounted the
tanks pushed forward and fcrced the four separate streams making up the [oselle
River and by their daring oifensive stormed the high ground overlookinz the cross-
ing and secured the town of Bayon. 1lst Lt Marshall has been recormrended for the
D.S.C. for his work at this crossing, The fierce agzgressive action of this task
force permitted the engineers to corplete their bridge without interruption
although the enemy continued its stubborn but fruitless resistance to the advance,
The south column corprised mainly of the 5lst Infantry supjorted by a company of
tanks and tank destroyers, some artillery and a platoon of engineers was assigned
to a nission of forcing a second crossing of the Moselle at Bainville, The infan-
try moved forward to cross the river on foot and established a bridgehead so that
the engineers might repair a bridge that had been blown by the Zermans, After a
delay, waiting for the engineers to bring boats, which did not arrive, a ford was
found and a crossing made by one company without opposition. Other companies
seeking to cross elsewhere encountered strong enemy opposition and were forced to
withdraw, and la ter under cover of darkness, crossed at the ford to reinforce the
bridgehead,

Two troops of the 25th Cavalry continued their reconnaissance in front of the
Combat Co .ands, "B" Troop with Combat Cormand "B" reached the vicinity of o
Laneuvelle where they ret with considerable enemy artillery fire, The remainder of
the squadron continued to patrol the southern flank of the division. .

The eneny is expertly retreating and only one prisoner has been reported
captured today.

12 September 194l;e

With the completi.n of the bridze over the Moselle River at 1415, the remain-
der cf CC "B" crossed the river to continue the enlargerment of the bridgehead, The
enemy receatedly launched determined counter-attacks a_ ainst the growing bridge-
head with .artillery and tanks, but by fierce aggressive action, tanks of the 8th
Tak Battalion countered the enemies'! blows and inflicted heavy losses, The
infantry corssing at Bainville, though well established, was making little pro-
gress and was ordered to withdraw across the river and follow the tank crossing at
2ayon.

In the CC'A" sector efforts of the en inser. to .ridze the oselle River at
ramy were fruitless and the operation was vostponed tor 24 hours to bring up
heavier oridge equipment. As a result CC "A" was ordered to cross the river to
the south at Cieulouard through a bridgehea+ established by the 30th Infantry
Division. "D" Troops of the 25th Cavalry was to lead the attack and reached the
bridge at Cieulouard at 17U45 but was refused permission to cross.

Lt Col Roth, Corranding Officer of the 24th irr.ored Engineer tattalion and
Jivision Englneer was severely injured in a peep acciddnt and had to be evacuated
from the vehiele, His loss is deeply felt,

Colonel Ernest A Bixby, C/S, was transferred to the 90th Infantry Tivision, to
become artillery commander and Jalter A. Bigby becare D/S ajain, Colonel Wendel
Slanchard, who had been acting as deputy C/S becane ieserve Commander in place of
Colonel Bizby. Colonel ilayton J. :ansfield, formerly a merier of this division
was attached unassi.ned by Third Army and assuned the duty of “eputy C/S (par 1, 2,
and 3, GO 3D Hq L/AD cs).
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Today's action resulted i.. thc capture of 102 prisoners and an estimated 1L5
wounded, 200 killed, 6 euemy <anks, 6 nalf tracks, 2 anti-tank guns, 2 motorcycles
and ¢2 mortars were destroye’ and 4 rachine uns cactured,

13 3e;tesver 190k~

"D" Troops of the ¢S5th Cavalry was :iven oermissxon"to cross the Moselle at
0700 by which time the 80th Mivision brldrehead had” been conslderably reduced by
heavy Jerman counter-attacks, The Cavalry fou_ht its way into St. thov1eve after
drivin: the enery infantrv off one of the brlﬁges, but was stopped hdye and was
forced to follow back to the reverse slope of the hills overlookinz the town. The
cain cody of CC "A", rovinz in two task forces in single -column, started across the

sezlle at 0300,  ( ee overlay for detailed route) The leddlng task force, comanderd

Lo Zu wol Abrars, irrediately attacked St, Genevieve in support of the Cavalry
tuich had been forced to -artially withdraw and successfully beat of the enemy
counter attacking force an” enavled the £0th Infantry to recover its abanconed
positio~s, Coatinuin_ the attack to the northeast this task force captured keni-
court trreatenin, :oant a T.ousson arns Lorcing its evacuation, Task force sbe then
turned east to attack successiully lomeny, Aulnis, Lemoncourt, and Fresnes, and
estavlished a combat corrana asssrbly area therein,

Task iforce Jaques, iollowing, encountered no resistance but care under light
artillery and mortar fire for a short time durin, the advance. 4 few croups of
enemy atterpting to escape, were captured cdurin, the march,

CC "B" c.ntinued it: attack to the northeast in two columns to effect a junc-
tion with CC "A" in the vicinity of arracourt, thus surrounding the city of iancy.
Task torce Conley, rmoved throu.h Charois to force a crossing of the ieuthe River at
Blainville 3Sur L'Eau. The enemy had stron_ ly fortified the town with a rin; of
anti-tank juns, while one force :rorded the river to attack from the rear the
rerainder c¢onducted a frontal assault on the town with such speed ani audacity that
the entire gJarrison was either killed or captured with nezli:ible losses to ther:-
selves, Task force Withers, paralleling the other column, r.oved northeast to
eifect a4 crossing at Mont Sur Meurthe, but was held up at Lenath for four hours
waiting on a bridge. One company of infantry was forded over the river on tanks to
set up security for eniineers wiio were buildin:s the bridse, The remainder of the
task force elected to cross in the nornin:. Iittle opposition was encountered other
than spora“ic small arms and nortar iire,

The 25th (avalry cro.sed the oselle at Bayon and continued to cover the
division ila.x to rallois.

A total of 395 enemy were captured and 238 killed, at least 12 tanks were ces-
troyed alon: with 'l half track, 1 rotor cycle, 6 corran® cars and 85 mtscellaneous
vehicles; 9 anti-aircrait ;uns an® 5 large caliuvsr uns were likewise destroyed,

14 September 19L4:-

Reserve orrand followed by ™vision- Heg4qdarters moved from its location near
Punerot to a bivouac north of (rantenoy, openln there at 1400,

The rapid drive of (C "A" throu_h the enemy lines has so disrupted the enemy
forces that srall groups have been av.rehended wa:dering, almost aimlessly, through
their tivouac areas, The cumvat comrand, after €rossing in its assembly area at
9300, resumed its advance southward toward Arracourt at 1200 with task-force ibe,
eéacnin,, arracourt over back trails and secondary roads, they surprised and des-
troyed the rear echelon of the 15th yanzer Grenadier Mvision and ¢ontinued on to
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Valhey to destroy there a portion of the forward echelon of the division. The des-
truction of this nerve center of the enemy forces defendinz the lancy sector caused
such great confusion in the enemy rorces that the fall of .Jancy is a matter of a
short time, These operations by CC "A" resulted in the capture of LOS$ prisoners

and the killing of 252 enemy: 8 tanks, 18 armored cars or SP uns, 136 miscellaneous
vehicles and 10 88mm suns were destroyed with a loss of only 2 killed and 12 wounded
and 2 M4 tanks destroyed,

CC "B" continued to push northward toward a junction with CC "A", The numerous
water hazards, each one defended br the enemy, oreciuded a rapid advance. The
pridge at iiont Sur lMeurthe was completed and task force Withers continued its
advance through the Foret de Vitriront mopping up disorganized enemy resistance in
that area, Task force Conley corjleted crossing the Meurthe at NDarelevieres and
also attacked through the Foret de /itriront and enga ed the enemy armored attack
near Authelput, destroyins 2 Tiger tanks, 11 personnel carriers, 7 - 37mm anti-
tank anti-aircraft guns and rrime movers, killinz 100 and capturing 4O enemy, Our
losses in establishment of the bridgehead were 24 kiiled, 93 wounded and 8 missing.
Replacements received were 9 officers and 76 enlisted men.

15 September 194l :=-

Althoush CC "A" had pierced beyond the 80th Infantry Division's bridgehead
three days ago, the 30th Infantry has been unable to push the bridgehead further
and it was necessary for C( "A" to send part of its force to assist ther.., A task
force under hajor Kimsey, composed of an Infantry battalion and a company of tanks
escorting combat command trains with approximately 6U0 prisoners, pushed back to-
ward st. “enevieve to assist the 80th Division roppin:; up of small isolated groups
and this proceeded throughout the day. 293 prisoners were captured, 35 enemy
killed; L armored cars, 158 other vehicles and 3 large caliber weapons were cap-
tured or destroyed., A majority of these losses were inflicted by catching enemy
colunns escaping Wancy and bringinz them under fire, OQur losses were four wounded
21d two tanks lost. A convoy of ambulances carrying American and ferman wounded
wnich followed ilajor Kimsey'!s task force, is :resumed to be.captured as none of the
casualties ever reached an American Hospital, nor did the vehicles return.

An SS Colonel captured by CC "A", when interro -ated, aid tricute to the divi-
sijn oy remarkin;, "1 would be pleased to know trhe ¢ :wun’er of this particular
division and I am sure it must be part of ZJeneral “attonis Third army. OGeneral
pPatton is for the American Army what fGeneral Zorrel stands for in the “erman army,
but to know the cormander of this Arrmored Nivision woul” explain to me how this
Army mana ed to achieve such spurt of a’vance, which, in many instances, causht us
corpletely unprepared." (e I,P,W, re_.ort in file),

The task force of CC "B", after heuvy artillery varraze, correnced an assault
to secure crossings of the I'arne Rhine (anal at c(renic and Maixe. The enemy defend-
ing from the epposite bank with heavy machine gun, rortar and artillery fire, to-
sether with snipiny prevented the establishment of a bridgehead at both points. OJne
platoon from the 8th Tank Battalion, aided by elements of the 35th Infantry Division,
secured a crossing and established a bridgehead at Sommenviller, 2 miles to the
west., Turing the night en;ineers constructed trides st this point in preparation
for a large scale crossing tomorrow,

Although there was little enemy activity to the south the 25th Cavalry contin-
ued tc patrol and screen between the ioselle and [.eurthe Rivers south of the line
Rewsn. ferberviller,
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16 Septermber 194l :-

CC "A" sent a task force under Lt (ol abrams to the vicinity of lfaixe to assist
CC "g" in effecting a crocsing over the khine Marne (anal in that vicinity. The
task force encountered only si.all resistance from approximately 7 anti-tank zuns and
200 Infantry. The anti-tank suns were knocked out and the Infantry swert aside in a
rapid attack which reached the canal at jkaixe, then turned north to reach Lezey
through Arracourt, making a complete circle,

Task force Kimsey, which had been halted at Nomeny in its drive to retake St.
Jenevieve and made contact with the 80th Division, pushed forward to its .objective
at 1300, The combat command trains returned to the bivouac area near Arracourt,
navin  been unatle to accor pany the task force throu:h the enemy lines., 1In reaching
its objective, task force Xersey lost 2 ren killed, and 10 wounded, while destroy-
ing 7 enemy tanks, with the loss of three of their wwn, and taking 150 prisoners,
The remainder of the cormbat commanc continued to block the escape routes from Nancy
and shell all enemy columns which were atterpting to escape. The total of 433
prisoners were captured, 200 enemy killed, and 1 tank, 53 miscellaneous transport
vehicles and 9 large callber weapons were destroyed,

With the area to their front partially cleared by CC "A", CC "B" crossed the
canal and entered Haracourt azainst only slight resistance, Driving on toward
Courbesseaux, CC "B" encountered rore Jete:rined resistance, Advance elements met
with small arms and anti-tank fire and were forced to ;ive zround., After an artille
ery preparation a corpany of medium-tanks, supiorted by Infantry, assaulted and
captured the towa. 21 enemy zuns rangin; from 20 to 08mm were destroyed in the
vicinity of Remerville alone, 65 prisoners were captured and a large obut undeter-
mined numuer killed without loss to the attackin, .orce,

The Reserve command, consistin. of the 10th Infantry, 35th Tank Battalion,
70Lth Tank Destroyer Battalion and 696th Field Artillery, moved from urantanoy at
1430 with the mission of seizing and holding Luneville, The ¢ity was reached and
entered without resistance at 2000, The town was outposted and contact made with
the enemy to the Jortheast in the roret de Barroy area,

17 September 19LL:-

Division Headquarters moved from (rantenoy at 0900 across the Moselle at Bayon
and moved to a new location near Anthelput there at 1300.

There was little activity in the CC "A" sector, The 53rd Infantry spotted an
enemy column in retreat anc fired on it, Some artillery fire was returned but the
21 vehicles conprising the column were destroyed, 98 enemy were captured and 10
killed, Preparations are in progress for a move to the northeast which is scheduled
for the 19th.

CC "B", in preparation for the comin: attack, asserbled in the vicinity of
Courbesseaux, Considerable enemy resistance was encountered in this area consisting
of mines ancd defended road blocks with artilleryv and rortar suprort, ratrol activity
in this area was at a peak and on.at least one occasion friendly patrols met and
fired on each other by mistake, The entire area north of Courvessaux to liazerulles
an” poncel was cleared of the enemy in a small running ficht which cost the enemy
2 rark VI tanks, S trucks, 1J riscellaneous vehicles, 9 LOmm towed guns, L 37mm
anti-aircraft cuns, 6 anti-tank ;uns, 16 80rm rortars, 125 men captured and an
estimated 200 killed and wounded,
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Remnants of the 15th Panzer Mivision attempted to dislodge the Reserve Command
from Luneville, The attack was peaten off L-- the 35th Tank Battalion aiter destroy-
ing two nalf tracks and 3 anti-tank suns; the enemy lost 75 killed and 18 captured,
The 35th lost 2 men killed and 15 wounded amd one medium tank,

18 .eptember 194k~

Division Headquarters moved from athelute s«cross the canal to Haraucourt, clos-
ing in bivouac at 2000 hours,

There was little activity in the CC "A" sector during the day, ibout noon, on
Division order, a task rorce of a company of tanks, a company of infantry, a batta-
lion of artillery and a platoon of tank destroyers under command of Major Hunter
moved to Luneville to assist the Reserve Command which was receiving a heavy tank
attack. The only other activity in the CC "A" area occurred about 2300 when an
outpost of the 37th Tank Battalion reported an unidentified column approaching and
pulling into bivouac in their irmmediate front. A foot reconnaissance revealed the
column to be German. The 9Lth Field Artillery Battalion brouzht a concentration on
the area destroying 10 vehicles and killin; 2 enemy., 65 prisoners were captured in
the flizht,

CC "B", still co:. prised of task forces Conley and Withers, moved north on
shateau Jalins and Tresnes precaratory for the projected attack on Saarbrucken, On
reaching Chateau 3:alins, task force i/ithers encountered a series of defended road
vlocks, The enemy fire was heavy and resi.tance spirited, Althouzh almost dark,
the infantry elected to assault the town and under extrerely heavy enemy fire they
entered the outskirts of the tow:, The visor of the attack causht the enemy off
balance and resulted in a speedy victory and few casualties, The enemy continued
pressure on the city but were unable to cislodge our troops. Task force Conley
reached the bivouac near Fresnes at 1405 without incident, At daylight the enemy
attacked ieserve Corrand's nositions in Luneville from the southeast with a force
of about 15 tanks and 200 sup orting infantry. They forced their way into the
southeast ;ortion of the town but the Feserve Cormand continued to hold the remain-
der, At 1600 task {orce Hunter arri.ed to reinforce the sector. Reinforcin: fire
trom the 133rd FielAd artillery oroup aided tlie augmented Reserve Comrand in driv-
ing the rajority of the Jermans from the Ccity and repulsing all later counter-
attacks, The 25th Cavalry, relieved of its Screening mission on the south, crossed
the canal at .aixe and moved to an agserbly area north of Arracourt to prepare for
4 new mission of reconnoitering the Corps Zone towards Sarre_.uemines. turins the
ooeration to join the two bridgeheads our losses in personnel were 19 killed,
5L wounded and 19 missing,

19 Septerniver 194k :-

Division Headquarters moved from Haraucourt throu:h sthienville, but after re-
ceiving some artillery and mortar fire the Headquarter: returned to a .osition Just
west of Athienville, .

Attacking from the southeast throush fogz and rornin mist, 56 Mark V Tanks of
the 113th ranzer 3Bricade attacked ¢C "A" vositions in the Lezey-arracourt area,

e enemy thrust -own the rain road from Bourdonnay toward rjayenvic was halted by
the 37th Tank Battalion, The enemy taen atte: nted to by-pass Lezey to the south in
srall sroups attackin: first at Bezan;e la :etite then Rechicourt then attempting
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to circle further south., T™irect 1ire was urou_ht to bear on the attackin: tanks
and by 1015 ten of them ha® be:n knocked out but the attack continued, The {irst
and third .latoons of the "C" Co., 70Lth Tank “estroyer Battalior were roved into
the line southwest of lezey., These platoons, which constitute the arrored reserve
of the cor:and, were ordered into action to .revent the encirclement of Co, "CV,
37th Tank sattalion which was noidin, the line in that area, The approach march
was made throu.h thick fo_, and the first encounter was at a ran_e of 50 yards. The
leading destroyer accounted for two tanks vefore bein. disabled, The remaining
destroyers withdrew to high ground 350 yards to the rear. The enemy then attacked
their right flank, and in the battle which lasted until 1500, cost the lenemy 19
tanks, while only three Tank Destroyers were knocked out, one man killed and four
.11 tly wounded.,. (See re.ort of 10 Comdr in file).

"a" anc 3" Cxpanies o: the 37th Tank -attalion were used in mobile action dur-
in, the latter sta,es of the battle and circled to the rear and around to the right
to strike the enery from the Ilank, The 7%ernans had attacked without noticeable in-
fantry support. Had it not been for the timid employrent of the enemy tanks, the
attack wou.s prooably hae resulted in a preakthrough to Hancy, however, the -Jeter-
mined resistance oi-¢C "AM resulte” in the destruction of L3 of the attacking tanks
with the loss of 8 of our own, The remaining tanks withdrew under cover of darkmess
(See situation rap in file "1)

Task force Withers continued to be heavily engazed in Chateau-Salins and was
unable to withiraw .ecause of the intensity of theaction, The contact in the town
was so close that at times it was difficult to er .loy artillery suvport,

The remainder of CC "B" held its position near Fresnes an” precares to assist
in the attack in Chateau-Salins on order,

The Reserve Command continued to hold the ;reater part of Luneville in spite of
heavy artillery fire, Lt {ol Bill A. bailey, Commanding Officer, 70Lth Tank Nes-
troyer jBattalion, was killed by enemy nortar fire while directinz his unit's oper-
ations and l.ajor Henry ., Heid, formerly S-3 of CC "A", assured command. CC "a" of
the 6th arrored Division, on arrival at 1800, relieved rHeserve Cormand in this area,
Throu hout these operations Division Trains have maintained exceptionally close sup=.
port for the division., Today they bivouacked 2 miles northeast of Nancy at an
abandoned (erman air-field and were so close that they were able to observe infan-
try skirmishes takin: place only 800 yards distant.

20 Septerer 194l:-

In the ear.y morninz fo, which reduced vision until about 1000, the enemy -
seemed to have withdrawn with the exceptipn of a few tanks. CC "A" moved out to the
northeast at 0900 toward Sarreguemines to begin the assault of the Siegfried defenses.
At 0930, the 113th Panzer krigade resured its attack from the south toward Arra-
court threatening the rear of the advancin. columns, On Jdivision order, task force
Abrams and O'en returned to tneir ori:imal areas ater hain_ reduced the line
Dieuze-Harpont, A4 deiensive position was estabiisned utilizing the 320th Conmbat
Tear fror: the Reserve Corrand wiich was movin, in tc take over their position, A
-ounter-att.ck was _.lanned and two task forces r.oved to clear out the area to the
south betws=n [ oncourt and Zures but was nalted by Adug-in Tizer Tanks which were
inaccessatle vecauvse of extrer ly lon. .ields of fire. Task force .be, striking
Ley from tne northeast, drove the enemy back to ioncourt, figzhtin: all the way.
Although Aarkne .5 was falling this task -force attacked and took Moncourt a &ginst
neavy opposition. iea'in: an.outpost-in the town the rerainder oi the force re-

Sevtember L4 - 8




turned to their ori ,inal pos:tions., This actack resulted in knocking out 25 more
tanks with the loss of six of our own.

A portion of task .orce Conley, corposed of a corpany of tanks reinforced, at-
tacked the outskirts of Chateau-3aline as a diversionary reasure to assist task
force Withers in withdrawin, from the city. The town was inte:mittently under
seavy shell rire and was becomin, untenable in view of the fact that the forward
thrust of the division was temporarily nalted., 15 prisoners were captured and an
estimated 25u enemy killed.

21 September 19LL:-

Operations Aurin,; the morning were restricted by fos which liif'ted apout noon
and task forces fror the 35th and 37th Tank Fattalions a ,ain launched sweeping
attacks to the south throu_h Coincourt and Bures to the canal. The enemy forces
encountered were not as large as expected, the enemy having withdrawn to the south
across the canal, 68 prisoners were taken and 50 enemy killed, 2 tanks, 1 vehicle
and a large caliber gun were destroyed, Action in the L C "B" sector was slight
with only intermittent artiliery fire which was countered by the z2nd Armored Field
Arti._ery Battalion., Attemptsmade by the enemy to infiltrate dismounted patrols
under cover of Jarkness were thwarted,

22 Septer-ter 19LL:=

The 25th Cavalry ieconnaissance Squadron (recz), in :osition at Juvelize, was
atcacked at 0945 by tanks and simounted infantry of the 111 Panzer brigade coming
fror. the northeast and forced to withdraw .tter a loss of 7 light tanks, 1 half
track, and 1-% ton truck,

The 37th Tank ‘attalion, suwu_.orted by the 10th arrcred Tnfantry Battalin and
artil.ery, attacked at 1100 to halt thic enemy's advance. ’iith accurate, well ob-
served Iire, the enemy tunks were picked off as they arvance. The supporting enemy
infantry was driven off and noved into rarsal where the air 3sup.ort oorbed and
strafed them, causin; rany casualties, as a result o! this action 94 prisoners
were captured, 311 enery killed, 17 tanks and 11 other veniclesd estroyed, Our
losses were 7 light tanks, 1 medium tank, one nalf track and one % ton truck.

CC "B" rera.ned in josition near "resnes wit: .11 units alerted for possible
enemy attack, Heavy intermittable artiilery fire continued to harass the entire
area. The ¢5th Cavalry, althou h forced to witndraw fra- its position near Lezey
oy heavy losses, continued to engase the enemy in scite of their 1i hter armor. A
large loss in 1i ht tanks resulted from tie ga:lant stand rade oy "IW (Corpany,
corrmanded b, captain Farmer., They elzcted o en.a e the heavier eneny tanks in
order to allow the squadron's 1li hter e¢lements to withdraw ant accounted for the
destruction of a consideravle amouat of the attackin tanks while engzazed, (See
situation map #3 in file)

Nuring this four day tank battle our rersonnel los.es totaled 57 killed, 142
wounded and 10 missinj. One officer amd 150 ealisted ren were assigned as replace-
ments,

23 Septerter 19LL:-

C "A" had little activity -Aurinz the day. There was sli:ht patrol activity
and some artillery fire, wnich was countered with fire from our artillery. Evidence
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of an i1 pending eneny attack was odzrrve, in’icatin, that the enery was preparing
to hol” in this area,

CC "B" continued to nold the line Xanreyroncel. Artillery Iire on the area
besan to increase and the co ianies wers slerted for a rossible attack the following
morning,

Lt Lol Aichard ., _.ler, LoiL anding Jfficer or thelZ6th Jrdnance Maintenance
sattalion, left the oivouac to return to Omaha Beach in order to secure replacement
of tanks., This will necessitate a 1200 mile round trip and if the tanks are brought
iorward under their own power, it will be necessary to install new engines and
chanse the tracks on arrival. The proble: of transportation of tanks has extremely
handicapped replacerent.

A severe snortage of radio operatorg is developin, pecause of an inability to
secure hig. caliver replacements in thic cate.ory,

2L serterber 1944:-

st 0545 the enemy bs an tne ei.ected ai-ack aiter a reavy artillery preparation.
The attackin_ rorce consisted o. a-o.t ¢ vattalions of infantry supported by 30
tanks, CC "B"!'s artillery firin, dirsct ire ani aided by fizhter oombers bombed
ani strafed tne enemy tanks and troops. Cur own tank and infantry tears worked
admirable tosether to throw the attack vack in disorder. 19l enemy were captured ard
an estimated 300 killed, 500 wounder and ¢l tanks (e: troyed Losses to JC "BW were
one tank destroyed, 15 ren killed and 102 wounded., The intcnse enemy shell fire nade
it necessary for the Comvat tor.:and Heady arters and nearly all of the units to
change location. The majorityv of the casualties inflicted on CC "B" resulted from
the heavy artillery fire received, The corirander of one artillery Battal ion, whose
C2 had been heavily shelled, instea” of riovin to escapt the shellin:, racioed the
inforration to the Headquarters an rade a request for rerrission to att.ck.

The accuracy of our artillery an? the destruction it can cause are exeriplified
when the Comranding Ofiicer cf the 2nd Cavalry Troup, screenin, to our front, en-
countered a large concentration of enery infantry and requeste” artillerv sup-ort,
The observer with the 2nd Cavalry Group said that the tar et seered to o up in
smoke and cdisintegrate wnen all the rounrs struck at once,

CC "AW sector snowed no activity other than sporacic artillery fire on the for-
#ard units and counter battery Iire was e.uloyeo a.a.nst tnis. .overent in the
enemy lines iniicates that a new attack a ainst this sector ray be facing possibility
oy the 11t ranzer 7Division wiich nas been reported in this sector,

Lirited visibility, due to fo_ and coantinued rain, rade the ground so soft that
all movement is greatly restricted,

25 september 1SLL:-

The 1lth Panzer "ivisiosn, usin. the sa.e tactics as previously, attacked CC
MAMts positions throuhout the day. ™urin- the morninz, infantry, supported by a
srall number of tanks, drove in the Cavalry out,.osts «nd contacted the 10th Infantry.

The 37th en_a ed these tanks an® repulsed the attack. Shortly after noon another
force of infantry and tanks attacked the positiocn of the 166th Engineers but was
driven back, Still later, infantry, supported by artillery and nortar, attacked the
10th Infantry positions but were répulsed, The enemy also attacked in the area of
the 25th Cavalry and the 53rd Infantry, comin_ from the north in the vicinity of
oyenvic, These small nuisance attacks by the enemy were well beaten off, The
objective of the attack is not clear due to the fact ‘that there appeared to be no
coordination between them. 4 -teady rain throuh the day harpered visibility and
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operations, Ten tanks ani two other vehicles were destroyed in these attacks and an
estimated 300 enenmy were iilled while five prisoners were taken.

CC "BE" is beins relieved in its sector by the 320th Infantry Reziment which is
taking over. The front now held by CC "A" will be divided so that all elements may
secure some rest,

After the enemy attacks have been beaten off the 37th made a limited attack to
the north and east at dusk to effect a disenzazement and then reverted to the divi-
sion reserve, The enemy continued to harass our front lines by artillery fire
from the heights to the front which they control. Their observation is good and
t.ey have been able to inflict considerable personnel and material losses to our
troops.,

26 September 194L:-

Division Headquarters roved from bivouac near Athienville to a new location
on the western edze of iemereville, opening there at 1755, Activity on the front
during the day was lirdited to an exchange of artillery fire, with one exception.

CC "A" was relieved of responsibility of the front south of the line Lezey-
Arracourt by CC "B". The 10th Infantry and the 25th (avalry reverted to CC "B" in
position and the 8th Tank Zattalion took over in a position vacated by the 37th
Tank Battalion,

While on the march, slements of CC "B" were attacked cy an enemy column of
half tracks an”® other vehicles, tut accurate artillery concentration broke up the
atteck at its inception, destroyin:; 3 tanks and 3 armored cars.,

Major Rrnest R, Eaton, Jr. was transferred frorm CC "B" to Tivision Headquarters
to become assistant 7=3 Zor air. Captain .arren G, Fee, formerly acting as G-3 for
air, was assi.ned to CC "B" to replace l‘ajor “aton. (a:tain William A. Ender, who
has lon, been an aide to “eneral Wood, was assigned to the Reserve Command as S-2
(32 38, iHq L/iD cs),

27 septercer 194lL:-

Turin; the foreaoon, CC "A" observed considerable enemy infantry activity in
the " ezey-Xanray area ancd a task force under Lt Col 7den, consisting of tanks and
infantry, nade a thrust through Xanrey, under cover of smoke screen, to clear out
t:is eneny pucket, The mission was corpleted and all .nits returned by 1700,
navin_ killed avout 135 enemy infantry with a 1oss of 2 tanks by mines, The enemy
continued nis tactics of tryin, to infiltrate turou.h our rines with large patrols.,
Accurate and tirely air support wiich sided our tank, tank destroyer and artillery
tire, rerulsed the new deterrined eiforts >f the enery. In :eneral, activity
alon: the front has diminished, especially durin, the day, now that the visibility
and weather have improved,

A report from l.ajor Earl W, .ericle, Division sychiatrist, shows that the
combat exhaustion incidence is rising rapidly. a total of 71 cases were admitted
today to the Division Rest Center. This trend is due to numerous causes, among
which are; length of time in combat, extensive rain, little rest, lack of hot food
and a feeling that they are not fitted for a holdin; mission,

The rest center has proven its rerit by carly treatment of combat exhaustion
cases which has venefitted the co mand in returain; to duty within a few cdays more
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than 504 of the ren receiver, ( ¥¢ rerorts of Tivision sychiatrist in file)
2% Zepterber 19uli:-

Consideraple enemy rove ent of infantry an” tanks has veen observed behind the
lines, e:zwecially in the area near i‘oyenvic, ©No actual attack was raterialized al-
thou:h artillery fire hac been received all day, The enemy continued some patrol
activity in the vicinity of =ures-Coincourt and (C "B" shelled the area extensively.,

Enemy losses inflicted in the (C "B" area.durin-. the last 48 hours are: 12
tanks, 6 arrores venicles, ¢ arrore’ cars, 2 half tracks, L anti-aircraft guns,
one artillery battery corp-ete, at least 2 mortars destroyed, and a number of other
wrtillery catie.ies were velieved destroyec in the vicinity of rarroy. An estimated
1.0 eneny .ere killed, 600 wounded, an? L8 captured,

The enery's effort to btreak throu_h our _.ines with night patrols, have been
repulsed by the ¢5th vavalry Troup which is screening the front, perforring both
reconnaissance and counter-reconnaiscance rissions,

On instructions fror letn arry “rou: and Third aArmy, our CIC Tetachrent has
veen reduced to a strength of ¢ officer: and 5 men, Efforts have been made to bring
this detacnment back up to strength and i: possivle, secure some augmentation, as it
is felt that the need for this detachment will be consideravly _rcater when we reach
%ermany. (S0 168, par 1 and 2, Hg L/AD cs)

29 Septerwer 15Ll:-

Jo activity was encountered on the CC "A" sector. In the CC "B" sector the
enemy made a cdetermined drive to seize the hi h ground known as Hill 218, In a
pitter Infantry cduel the enemy captured this ;oint but lost it almost imrediately
when counter-attacked by the 10th Infantry. The intenseness of the battle was
augunented by heavy air and artillery support. The air-tank team, working together,
flushed and knocked out a number of enemy., As a result of this sharp action 23
eneny tanks, 2 half tracks, 19 trucks, and 3 other vehicles were destroyed and an
ammunition dwmp blown up, The artillery neutralized two heavy gun emplacements,
50 prisoners were captured and an estimated L0O killed and wounded,

Corpany "™ of the 86th Chemical Battalion has been attached to the division
and moved into the line, (Ltr orders, Hq XII Corps, 19 ep LL) The effectiveness
of the enemy artillery observation wa. seen when this company was shelled almost
on arrival in their area before they had been able to diz in.

30 September 194lL:-

Enemy activity in the CC "A" area was 1li ht an? the volume of artillery fire
showed a marked decrease. A co:;pany of tanks frorm the 35th made a thrust east near
Xanrye to relieve the pressure on the 53rd and 10th in that area, The 37th was re-
assigned to CC "A" and moved to a position rear joncel to cover a possible break
throu_sh near Chambrau., 1In the (L "B" area, the enemy shelled intermittently
throu.hout the day. Our artillery fired sone counter-battery and set fire to the
towns of Bezang e and Lezey, The troops continued to c.nsolidate their positions on
Hill 318 and 320, and the cavalrymoved out to clear the enemy from the woods to the
front and reported it clear at 1630, j:overent in the enemy rear continued, btut no
attack developed,
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The morale of the troops has decreased to a certain extent due to the wet
weather, unrelentin enemy shell fire, and the lack of movement to which they have
teen accustomed, 3lemaining in iox holes in a static line does not appeal to our
infantrymen.

The 24th Armored En_ineer -attlion, sup.orted by the 995th En;ineer Treadway
iridze Corpany constructed 11 bridses during .eptember for the division. This
included one floatingz oridze 168 feet in lensth over the main channel of the
Moselle River at Bayon, The bridz:es ranged from 24 to 60 feet in length,

The wark of the en:ineers in mine tactics and clearing and laying of defensive
m ne fields, rermoving of booby traps an? road blocks, and road repair and construc-
tion nas been outstanding and has contributed much to the speed of our advances,

The enzincers have worked under fire on all occasions and, when necessary, fought
as infantry to defend their position while accomplishing their work. "uring the
rapid armored thrusts on 19 to 22 September, elements of our engineer battalion
iought in the front line as infantry with elements of the 5lst armored Infaitry
sattalion,

The non-fraternization policy directed by Theater Cormander has been received
and published to the comrand, (ee iile)

Decorations awarded durin: the month of .Jeptember were 97 Silver Stars, 299
Bronze 3stars, 2 3oldier ledals, 6 Air jedals, 13 Oak Leaf Clusters to the Air Medal,
1LL Purple Hearts and 6 clusters. The Distingjuished service (Cross was presented
to i‘ajor Jeneral Jonn G. Wood and 35rijadier General Holmes E. Tajer for extra-
ordinary heroism at (outances and avranches respectively. The Distinguished Service
Cross was awarded posthumously to Captain rrances W, .ieri, 2L4th armored En ineer
sattalion and Private William whitson, Slst armored Infantry Battalion,

our raterial losses during the month were: Ul medium tanks, 7 lizht tanks, and
20 miscellaneous vehicles includin, nalf tracks, <% ton trucks and } ton trucks,

During the month of Septenber there were 64 cromotions from 2nd Lt. to 1lst Lt.,
12 promotions from lst Lt. to captain and the followin: oificers were promoted to
field rades;

LIEUTENANT COLONEL
Arthur L. ‘est Jr. €0 10th ..rmd Inf Bn,
Henry °, Heid CC 704th Tank Destroyer En.
Lloyd i, 2owers Jr, CC 7?uth arr~ wield Artillery 3n.

o

ilenry A, crosby “xec Off 53rd arrd inl In.

Joon J. Shea “xec Nff 10th Armd Inf Bn.

red T, Ha mer anti-tank 2ff Mvision artillery
Yeul H., Havens 3-2 Ha uvorba*t Corrand "an

Jlvio J. Giovale surgeon Hg Corbat Corrand "B"

Battlefield apnroiatments as 3econd [ieuterunt, A7, werc .ade to ¢ Intantry, L
Tank, 3 Artillery and 1 Cavalry enlisted ren .rin- tne ronth., Jne of these, Lt
raymond J. Bell, 10th .rmared Inf 3n, has already ceen recor: ended for promotion to
1st Lt.

+ieplacements received durin; the month were 4i - .7 cers and 502 enlisted men.
3attle Casualties of tne division were ¢25 ki..ed, 6L3 wou.ded, and 74 missing,.

Enemy units contacted “urinz the ronth included the 15th [z. iren. Div., 1lth
?2. Div., 553rd Infantry Div., 559 th Infanw.ry Div., llth 2z, -rigade, and the 113th
P7. drigade,

Septerber Ll - 13




® ® .

1 October 15LL:-

The division mainta2in:d 1t3 static dafense linc with 2 front alonz the
north edge of For:zt ds Tozange, then southwest to ¥anray-7?lzange la Patite-
Rechicourt=Burcs to the ..arns-ihing Sanal asar Hensmornile  Thoe south ooundary
of the division zon: coircidzd writh the AI.-XY Corps ~na inzira and Scv.onth
Army boundary along th: lnrne-Rhinc Janale  The bounanry to ths north betwesn
the division zone and the 35th Infantrv _ivision ran between Chitcau-3ialinsg
Yoncel and Champriouxe o2 "A", compos2d of the 35th Iank Zattalion, 33rd .rhored
Infantry Qafta]ion, AAth armor.d Fizld artillery 2attalion, 9Lth armorcd Ficld
.rtillsry Battalion, 70Lth Tank Dostroyor Battalion supportad by the 166th
Eneincers, 191st irmored Fizld . rtill.ry Battalion. ../25, .,L6, &/126, B/2L,
D/L"%9, hnld the north portion of thz division sector. CJ "3" corpriszd of the
fith, 10th, S5lst, 2L(-), 995th, 25th (=), with tha Second Cavalry Squadron attachcoo,
the 22nd, 691st TL, 177+h F. growp (-), 3/L6, v/126, /LAY holds thc south ror-
tionss Tho: boundary “otween thz combat commands was the line othiznvillc, Lezay
with CC"BY rasponsibl: for Lez.y and CC ™A' for .thienvillee

Thore was 1ittle znemy activity a2t any point on the front. Sporadic =artil-
lery firc fell at various points 2long the lines The artilliry fired harrassing
firs on call, as well as firing on rororted gun cositions. righter~bombers of
the air support bombad lioyenvic and vieinity. Strengthening ths defzanse line
continucd with engin.crs laying mines and booby traps in p.tential areas of v
approach. <3 "3 was forced to move its OP because of rogistered artillery.
Division /rtillery firod LS nmissions during the day neutralizing two 2ncmy
artillery batteries, dcstroying one Mark VI Tank, The encmy had appar:ntly
lost his desire or power of attack in this area as no attempt was made to break
through our lines. However, the men remained on the 2lcrt thro ughout cach day
and nighte. -

Th: 194th Quartormaster Gas Supply Company which has oup sorted the division
throu hout its adv-nce to date wos rulisved from its attachmant 2nd rovartod to
Third arry controle

Wirc teams of the Division Sign2l Officer report that telcerhone -rires are
being cut frequently, ressibly by enemy 2zents residineg in this z2r2t, The CIC
D tachment made a check ¢f the civilian populntion to find the source of this

,‘1‘ble)

Lt Col zdwar T Conley Jr., Commardins 0f7icer cf 4@ fth Tmk “2t-alion,
was rclieved from assignment to the aivisicrn 2nd tronsfoirrcd to x& Corps to become
Corps G-Le Lt Col Honry Feo Heid of th: 70ith Tnn¥ Destrcy.r Satitalion was assign-
é¢d to command the fth Tank p2.talion =ni “jor -on C ..17nis of the 51st .armored
Infantry Battalion wms transforred to ~nd ~ss5umid commnd of ths 70Lth Tonk

Jestroyer Battalion.
2 Octobzxr 19LL:-

The entire division front romained quiet with thz cxcecption of infraquent
enemy artillery firz. The 37th Tank Sattalion s rilicved from CC WM -nd
attached to the Reszsrves Command. "D" Copony ~f th. 76th h.mical Battalion,
which had becn 2ttached to th2 division, wns jlaczd in th 1line to support the
166th Ensincers holding th: 1:ft flonk, Tho iaily potrol of the 53rd ..rmercd
Infantry Battalion into th: towns of Xanruy -~nd Hoyonvic roports only slight enomy
patrol activity in thnt arca encountered, with the result cf S :nomy being killed.

October 194L-1




The receipt of a number of rerlacements by front line units eased the tensicn
of the men holding these positions but did not relieve entirely, the worn out,
let down feeling which was prevalent, Rumors that ithe division was soon to be
relleved acted as a great buuvyant to the men in the foxholes, The reduction in
the volume of ensmy fire was quite marked and was undoubtedly due to the fact
that clear weather permitted the supporting P L7's to bomb and strafe all known
and suspected enemy pocitions.

Reccnnalissance reports of suspected rocket launching sites tend to confirm
reports that the enemy is ueing rockets on this area. The Second Cavalry
Squadron and the 126th Armd Ordnance Maintenance Battalion have both reported
rockets falling near their bivouac,

The status of ecuipment showed that the division was shert 37 medium tanks,

18 half tracks and a few miscellaneous vehicles. Supplies of extra clcthing
and blankets were coming up rapicly. The need for two extra blankets per man,
apparent with the increasingly cold weather, had been recognizad and authorization
for issue had been granted.

Lt, Gen Pation visited the division for a conference with General Wood. He
told General Wood that, "I consicer tne Lth Armored Division the finest Armored
Division in the United States Army?.

3 October 19Lki;:~

The front line situation remains generally unchanged. CC "B" attempted to
move fcrward on their right flank in order to shorten their front line, The 25th
Cavalry and 51st Infantry patrols moved forward beginning at noon but were soon
pinned down by mortar, artillery and small arms fire. Thsy held their forward
rositions until dark, then returned to their original pecsition, The ventuxe
resulted in knecking out two enemy guns, one pill box and one mortar position,
and kKilling an estimated 81 enemy with the loss 1 killed, 21 wounded, and 1
missing from the division, CC A" artillery continued to fire missions on
suspected enemy installations and apreared to hit an enemy ammunition dump in
Moyenvic which blew up with great force causing an estimated 100 enemy casualties,

Although enemy activity was at a low ebb, division units were not idle, This
lull period was used for maintenance work, rehabilitation and further training of
recent replacements, Units brought up their field kitchens and began to serve
hot meals for the first time since entering battle almost three months ago.

The maintenance Battalion began replacing 105mm gun tubes and checking ar-
tillery instruments in order to insure that the artillery can operate at,maximum
efficiency when the next attack cames,

L October 19LLs=

Little enemy activity was evident on the division. The artillery continued
to fire counter battery on ensmy artillery locations rercrted by sound flash,
Patrols along the front continued and the air support harassed the enemy fcrce by
bombing and strafing.

Preparations are being made for the recepiion of the 26th Infantry Division
which is scheduled to relieve the divisiom in tue near future, Initial bivouac
areas were chosen by the Reserve Command,

. October LlL=2




A local enemy counter-attack in the 10th Infantry area at 1000 with one tank
and a platoon of Infantry withdrew under small arms fire on hearing the tank
destroyers and tanks which were moved up, Due to heavy shelling in the area,
civilians from the town of Rechicourt were evacuated to Saint Nicholas by the
Civil Affairs Officer in preparation for the drive into Germany, German speaking
MII teams were being formed and two German sreaking officers from attached IPW
tesms had been ordered to return to MIS-ETOUSA to form MII teams. tfter returning
thegse officers with their teams will be assigned to the division when the French
teams are no longer required,

5 October 19LL:-

~little activity on the front other than artillery fire. German heavy ar=
tillery searched our area for our artillery. Countersbattery fire destroyed ons
enemy battery at Moncourt, Just before dawn an: enemy patrol attempted to infile
trate into the front lines of the 51st Infantry but were driven off by small arms
and artillery fire, As soon as the enemy patrol withdrew the Germans let a heavy
artillery concentration fall in the area of the action, Morning revealed. two
enemy dead and evidence of a number of others wounded, The div131nn artillery
and tank destroyers laid down heavy barrages on the enemy lines throughout the ..
day. After dark there was evidence of considerable vehicular movement to the
eastward which possibly indicates that the enemy is withdrawing. Artillery fired
on the rcads and road junctions to disrupt the movement,

450 civilians were evacuated from the town of Arracourt wnich is also in. the
danger zone of artillery fire. This lull period is being utilized to pay the. .
division. The majority of the money is being turned back to the Finance Officer
as FTA's,

A USO Show, arranged for by the Special service Officer, presented two per-~
formances daily in the theater at Dombasle; each unit in the d1v15101 had a quota
. for attendance,

Lt Col Herbert F, Krucker, Assistant ¢/S-G-L, was evacuated from the divismn
and Lt Col Bernard G. Knestrick, formerly Division Quartermaster became G-h,
Major Gerald E. Miller sucueeded Colonel Knestrick as Divis on Cuartermaster,

(G0 L5, Hq L/AD cs) Major Harold J Abrams became 4 st G-.L and Major Marshall H,

Pelgram succeeded him as S-U4 for the “eserve Commcnd, lajer Tverett S, Stewart,

ﬁ;rmirlj Asst G-l was assigned to Trains to repliace liajor Pelgram, (SO 172 Hq
AD )

The Germans directed a propaganda asttack agalnst CC "A" from a sound truck
in the area between Moyeavic and Vic sur Seille, telling cur troops to surrender
as they were fully aware of our situation,

Staff Officers of the 26%h Infzatry Division arrived in the area for orien-
tatiqn, preparatory to taking over this sector.

6 October 19hhz--:

.. .The front was again relatively quiet, uca»tered enemy patrols and vehicular
act1v1ny were evideni during the day and night, Elements of the 26th Infantry
Division began to arrive throughout the day, Rattalion; Company and *latoon
Commanders moved up tv our front line CP's to familiarize themselves with the

situation in preparation for taking over the secioer,
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The serious shcrtage of radio orerators is gradually being disspelled. Men
with any radio experience have been assigned to the 1LLth Signal Company to give
them training as operators in ordes to furnmish the best vossible men to the units
of the division.

A considerable nunber cf captured vehicles operated by units of the division
have been picked up and impcounded by higher headquarters as being unauthorized,
Efforts to secure authcrization for retaining the vehicles have been made but to
date without resull. It has been advised that even captured German ambulances,
in use; will be picked up by Army if not registered,

L4 Col Lloyd W, Powers, Commanding Officer, SLth Armored Field Artillery
Battalion, was evacuated to a hespital for a nonebattle sickness. Major Rober: i
Parker assumed command of the battalion,

Four pilots from the 1fth Tactical Air Command vigited the fron* lines and
were ontspoken in their praise of the cooperation the division gives its air
support. The 10Lith Infantry Regiment of the 26+h Infantry Diwvieion moved into
position in the CC “B' area after dark. Division units will remain on the line
wvith them for at least 2L honrs for the purpose of seasoning these nsw troops
before leaving them on their own,

7 October 19Lk: -

Units of the 26th Infaniry continued to infiltrate into the front line, The
101st Infantry Regiment moved into the CC ®A™ sector %o relieve the 53rd Armored
Infantry Battalion andpart of the 1l66th Engineers. The 26th Division is arriving
without any of its supporting echelons, All of its troops except the infantry
regiments proper had bteen lefl at the beach to come up later, FPor this reasan,
while this division was not actually in the line it must continue to furnish
stpport to the 26th with artillery, tanks, anti-aircraft, tank destroyer, engineer
and medical troops. Our Combat Command Commanders and our Division Commander re=
tained responsibility for the sector until the Commanding General of the 26th Di-
vision was ready to accept command of the sector and is so ordered by Corps after
notifying them of his readiness,

Urder the supervision of Train Headquarters, the duffle bags cf the division
which have been stored at Vavcouleurs have been moved forward to Nancy for use
during the period of relief so that the men may get out their winter clothingg
The new storage place is located on Dumast Street just off Poincere Rue Place on
the square just north of the railroad in the ceater of Nancy.

The 10th Infantry, having been relieved by the 10Lth Infantry, began moving
from lts sector to a bivouae at Harauourt by individual vehicle at ten mimute
intervals in order not to atiract enemy attention, The Slst Infantry also relieved
by the 104th Infant:y began w1tndraw1ng from the lines by platoons at nightfall and
moved to a bivowic near Serres

8 October 1SLL:-

The 53rd and 35th less a medium and light company withdrew from the lines to
a bivouac in the vicinity of Bezange la Grande after being relieved by the 10lst
Infantry Regiment, The Sth Tank Battalion was .also ralieved by elements of the
26th Infantry Division and withdrew from its position in the vicinity of Arracourt
to bivouec at Serres. All elemenis of the division relieved from the line cantinue
in a suppcrt status in case of enemy attack against the 26th Division. The

. October LlLel .




division zrtillery and attached artillery continued to furnish artillery support in
the sector under division control. Their fire being suprlemented by the Tank
Destroyer guns when necessary. The combat commanders continued to command their
sections., (See vperational instructionms No. 1, Hq L/AD, 7 Oct LL).

Staff Sergeant Edward P, Mallon, "D" Company, 37th Tank 3attalion, was selected
from the Division to serve as an honor guard for General George C. Marshall, C/S,
U, S. Army, during his visit to this area,

Quartermastelr supplies were beginning to come in rapidly. One extra blanket
has been issued to each memoer of the divisian and a second will be issued shortly,
The first quota of combat boots has been received and broken down to the Infantry
Battalions and Cavalry Squacdrons,

9 October 19LL:--

The front line situation remained unchanged, Spcradic artillery and mortar
fire fell on the front lines and the division artillery continued to fire harassing
and interdictory conzentrations as well as counter-battery fire,

411 units now are enjoying movies and other recreational facilities arranged
for by the Special Service Section. All Red Cross .Clutmcbiles in the Corps are now
servicing our units disnensing donghnuts, coffee and cheer,

Lt Col Arthur L. "est Jr., Commanding Officer of the 10th Armored Infantry
Battalion; was precsented thz DSC for extraordinary heroism at Troyes, Francs, 23
August 19LL by Major General John Wood in the presence of his assembled battaliom,

The 126th Armored Ordnance Maintenance Battalion, pe-forming work ordinarily
done at an Ordnance Bazse Section, worked constantly to bring the divieion to T/E
strength in vehicles, exchanging entire tank turrets, replacing gun tubes and even
rebuilding 5 tanks, The division is now 100% equivnped on half tracks and shipments
of tanks; and other vehicles are being received daily.,

10 October 19LL:-

No change in the troop a2ssignment or status. There is very little activity cu
the front with the exception of artillery fire, Division Artillery continued to
fire on targets located by reconnaissance and patrols. S

Preparations are being made for intensified Special service activities during
the coming rest period, A Quartermaster Shover Imit iy new in operation near Serres.
arrangements have been made for a ~vartermasier Laundry Service for the troops,

11 Cctcber 15LL:~

gan relieved and attached to the 26%th

The majority of #the wnits of CC “A% have D
2 division arrives. Scattered enemy
.

ave
Division for support until th2 iemainder <f *n
artillery fire fell Juring the night. The Secsnd Cavalry Group, covering the right
flank of CC "B, puchcd Jwmward svp,octea iy 12avy - ullery proraresion ard occu-
pled the high grcund arcund Parmey and Ceinc s Zoemy infantry in strength, with
mortars forced (G ¥BY units off #ill 265 near Rezange 1a Petite dut the quickly or-
ganized counter-attack rccaptured the hill, I order that companies attached to the
26th Division may eazh heve some rest the engineers, cavalry, TD's, and tank ba-
ttalions are rotating tneir companies on the line,
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General Wood, in a speech to the Slst Infantry, spoke of their outstanding
achievements and trose of the civision and stated that not only he, but the Army
Commander, felt that tnic di-is..n was an outstancing one in the United States Army.,
He told them that tnis division could not be s tonped by the Germans ana that any
delay was not the fault of the - ivisicn but of those behind us.

12 October 194L:-

The Com:anding %eneral, Lth Armored Uivision, was relieved of responsibility
of ths sector at 1200 today, The Commanding fGeneral of the 26th Infantry Division
assumed command of the sector, The combat commanders werz relieved of command of
thzir sectors and CC "A" moved to arest area in the vicinity of FEberviller while
.C "=M move to Haracourt., This was the first relief from combat of the Livisior
sirce its entry into action on the 17th of July, The divisi»n had participatec in
87 consecutive days of combat, The relict, however, was not complete, our artillery,
encingers, TD's and tanks continucd to support the 26th Division whnile the rumainder
of the di-ision filled the role of r:usirve, Although the city of N.ncy remains
of f=-limitc at prescnt, arran.ernente have beon made for conveys to that citvy for
schedulea Special Service hcti itics, showers and swimming,
Casualties for the period 23 Septomber - 12 October weres 111 Killed, 331
wounded and 49 missing, Replacements reccived auring ths same period werz L1 of-
ficers and 1026 enlisted men., Totals since the division was comiitted to ation arc
Casualtics Replaccenents
Killca 526 Dfficors 103
Wounded 1555 Enlistcd men 2573
Missing 193

Enemy captured during poriod 1 - 12 October 194l numb:r L3.

13 October 19Lks-

The restrictionon passes to Nancy has been roleascd and passes up to 57 of the
strength are now permitted for the period 1200 to 2000 hours. As a part of the in-
tensified entertainment program during the rest period the division band toursd the
units giving concerts, enlivened with jive scssions,

Duc to the uncecasing efforts of the Division Quart.rmastir Section, the clothing
status of the men in the division has been considerably improved and thcre were very
few shortages, With company kitch:ns now in opcration a very pleasant change from
the K and C rations in the form of fresh moat and ve ctables was served to the
troops.

1L October 19Lkis-

Recreation facilitics of all kinds were mad. aviilable to the troops, U.S.0,
shows, motion picturcs, Red Cross Clubmobilcs, shww.rs and swimming in Nancy and
laundry facilitics contributed grcatly to the improv.onicnt of the moralc,

Three Me 109's strafed the bivouac area of tho Division Artillery., One was
knocked down and the other was smoking when last scen,

15 October 19Ll4:=

Although recrezational activitics continued at a high pitch, the work of reha-
tilitation of clothing, equirmcnt, veh._cles, and individual wecapons was being
carried on, (uns, vehiclcs and equipment were beihg cleansd and repaired into first
class shape in order that the division mey be prepared for its part in the next push,
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The Division Chaplains worked night and day to see that every member of the
division had the opvortunity to attend the religious services of his choice, All
units took advantage of the rest pericd to have formal ceremonies for the presen-
tation of the awards and to discuss the achievements of the unit and the division;
for the benefit of the newer members of the organization and to instill a justifi-

ahle pride,
16 October 19LL:-

Supperting elements of the 26th Division gradually came up and the 35th Tank
Rattalion was entirely relieved from the line, Tha artillery command, 37th Tank
Battalion, 704 TD BSattalion and the 2Lth Engineers continued to suprort thenm.,

17 October 19LL:-

The Forward Echelon of the Division Headguarters moved from its tent offices
in a field which had become almost a swamp due to tne recent continuous rain, into
a chateau on the edge of Remerville., They werz the last to seek shelter from the
elements, the Division Commander being of the opinion that so long as his troops
were in the field he and his staff would remain there also,

‘ A new flotation tyve grouser for tanks was issued and installed on the tanks
of the divisicn. It is a definite change from the old type grouser in that it in-
creases the bearing surface of the track and ouoys it up on soft ground but does
not interfer with movement on hard surface roads, Only 75% coverage is available
at this time,

20 October 19LL:-

The 37th Tank Battalion conducted a demonstration of the new type flotation
grouser for our tanks., The continued rain for the past ten days has turned the
crdinary solid ground inte a swamp previding excellent basis for a test of the new
grouser whicn considerably improved the maneuverability and traction of the medium
tanks in the mud.

The widened track was also tested on the M2 engireer tieadway bridge and provel
its ruggedness by supvorting the weight of the tank when it climbed the edge of the
treadway,., General Wood adjudged them to ke a success. All units continued indi-
vidual training, firing where possible, and crew training to keeo the high standard
of efficiency and to break in new renlacements who have been received during the
rest period,

Planning has begun for future onerations during the rest period, and a phot»
analysis of the Siegfried Line on the frunt is being prerared., The 10th nrmored
Infantry Battalion has constiructed a mock-up ci the Siegfried Line fer practice
of the assault of a fortified position,

21 October 19LL:-

, Lt Gen George S. Patten Jjr, and Lt Gen Carl Sraatz visited the division to ob=
serve another demonstration of the new tank grouser,
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22 October 194li:-

Lt Gen Alexander ', Patlch, commander of the Seventh U. S. Army visited the
Division Commande:-.

A quota of L0 passes for enlisted men and leaves for three officers for a
period of two days to Faris has nween alloted to the division starting today. The
first queota went to the Infantiry Batitalions. On subsequent two day periods the Tan'.
Battalions, Artillery Betialions, Fngineers, TD's and Cavalry and Headquarters Units
in that orcer will be alloted quotas. In view of the very small quota, considerable
rivalry is evident for the rrivilege of a pass to that far-famed city. 1In the
evening General Wood and his staff entertained the unit commanders at a dinner
variy. Ilans for future operations were discussed at a meeting of the staff prios
to their dimnesre,

25 October 1S4l4:-

Colerel Dayton cof the 12th armored Group gave a talk to selected officers cf
the lith Armored bivision exrlaining ihe salient Tfeatures of the Siegfried Line de-~
fenses,

Training continues throughout the division while recreation facilities remain
available, the mest popular of those i1s the movies with a number of quite recent
pictures being available fcr snowing. Units of the division suprorting the 26th
Infantry Division continued to fulfill their missions. The artillery being regu-
larly employed and %he 7CLth TD Battalion sup-lementing tiieir fire from time to time,
The 37th Tenk Battalion disposed to meet any enemy threat which méght develop,

2l October 194k~

Combat Infantrymsn Badges. long awarded to the majority of the infantrymen,
were received and distrituted today to the deserving infantrymen,

25 October 19ul:-

The 126th Ordnance Battalion has begun to install armor plate shields for the
front of 2L-4 ton trucks of the 25th Cavalry to replace the glass windshield which
are quite impractical for reconnaissance work,

26 October 19ULb:-

The 8th Tank Battalion was relieved from CC "B" and attached to the front
26th Division relieving the 37th Tank Battalionwhich reverted to CC “A®. The Sth
was to support the Z6th Division in case of a counter-attack and remained alerted
in its bivouac area near Haracourt.

27 October 19Ll4: -

The 10th armored Infantry Battalion conducted a demonstration attack to the for-
tified position followed by a lecture and inspection of the rerlica of a section of
the Siegfried Line which they have constructed, Officers and non-commissioned
officers were taken on tactical work through the mock fortification,

October LL~8




The hours of rass to Nanc; huve changed to 1000 to 1800 daily instead of 1200
to 2000, This will permit the men to have more daylight hours in town and be able
to return to the bivouac area during daylight,

Efforts are being made to secure additional bull dozers, dozer btlades, and mire
exnloders for attachment to tanks, These it:-ms are considered essential for the
assault on the Siegfried Lins,

28 October 194L:-

Elements of the 10th amored Infantry Rattalion surrorted by Company "A",
35th Tank Battalion again conducted a vroblem on the mock up fortified rosition
while officers from other units observed. Assault groups practiced witu role
charges, bee hives and flame throwers,

29 October 19LlL:-

A1l units conducted training in assault cr a fortiiied position, as well as
instruction courses in bazocka and machine gun firing and vehicle driving to give
them experience to new rerlacements. A three day ration reserve has been re=-
nlenished for all units in nreparation for the impending assault,

30 October 194L:-

The entire Division Artillery moved nortn to a nosition northwest of Armau-
court in the 35th Infantry Vivision sector to be in vposition to support the
coming attaci.

31 October 19L4L:~

~cticn has been taken tc secure sleering bags for all member of the division,
These bags nave now become available for issue and it is exvected that at least
one zelf tne division will soon be equipred with them,

Colonyl “ruce C. Clarke, who has commanded CC "A" “or the vast year, and wh»
rreviously served zs Chief of Stalf for the Uivision, wvas relieved fram assign-
~ent ana assigned to the 7th Armored Iivisicn to command a combat camand there,
iz iransfer is a severe less to the division but it is with rride that division
sees him go for it will undoubtedly mean a Ifull dsserved promotion for hime: Lt
Col Creighton ii. ~brams who has commarded ths 37th Tank matalion assumed command
of CC "An,

The LA9th 4AA Battalion; whieh hus furn® had an*i-aircrafv surrort for the
division, throughout ™r=nce, has Teazn until recenvly ths ocutstanding bsttalion of
its tyve in the Third ~rmy; having the higheet record of losses inflicted. During
the month they were in action five tines 5. 2inst =2n2ny sircraft and although no
planes were shot down in any cf the engagements ire 'vvevented any damage or
casualties ind ivision installations or trcops., .

Decorations awarded during trs montu *ere 115 oilver Stars, L79 Bronze Stars,
1 Soldier Medal, 3 Air iMedals, 8 Oak L:af Clus.ers “u the Air Medal and 382 curple
Hearts. The Distln‘w1°hea Service Cross was riesented to Colonel 2ruce C. Clarks
and Lt Col Arthur L, ""z2st Jr., for exgraordinar; heroism in action at Troyes,
France,

October L4-9




During the month there were L7 promotions from 2nd Lt, to 1lst Lt.; 21 yro-
motions from lst Lt., to Ca-tain and the following ofticers were promoted to field

grades:

Conrad G. May
Harold Cohsn
Charles P. Damon
&lmer G, Helland
John R. Scottd
“arren C, Fee
cdward V. Markey

MAJOR

Executive Officer
Executive Officer

Air Officer

Asst Div Sig Off
Combat Command Surgeon
S-3

Sl

rattlefield a~no’ntment as 2nd LY, AUS, were made
3 Infantry, L Tank Destroyer and ore Engineer enlisted
Personnel casualties during the rest reriod witeh were
3 killed, 17 wounded while 10 officers and 77 enlisted
Our losses for the month of October were 2 medium tanks, one light tank, and

7 miscellaneous vehicles,

October L4=-10

L6th Yedical Battalion
10th Amored Iniantry Bn.
Division Artillery

1Lhth Armd Signal Co.
Combe:t Command MAM
Corba.t Command "BY®
Combat Command "B?

to 7 Cava.ry, 8 tank,
men duxring the month,
actual tatile losses were:
replacemer.ts were received.
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1 ITovember 19hhe- _v o, .

Elements of the Uth Armored Div:.s:.on contimyed in their guoporting defense
-position in the XII Corps zone,”

The various umits of the division continued to enjey the rest veriod, Each
man vas afforded the opvortumty of atterding religicus services and hot shower
‘facilities were avallable. ‘Time was also allotted for the cleanming.amd repairing

of equipment, Eight hour passeg tc Nancy conmtigued to .be in effect and a rotation
‘system was being used to afford equal opportumity forthis mrivilege,

2 November 19LL:-

The divigion was placed on a two hour alert status, rcady to move on call in
casc of suspected cnemy attack, Extensive studiss werc made of terrain and encemy
inatalla.tlons in preparation for future activities,

“ The new flame throwers were distributed among units of the division and their
usag: was demonstratod and the nomenelature explained, 'lh“ 2uth Armored Eng:.neer
Battuhon corducted demolition demonstrations,

" 'The men contimued to devote much time to maintcnmance, . re st, arxi personal,
hygicnd, Rainy weather causod care and maintenmance of cqulpmcnt to be a‘daily
nccess:.ty. o ' s T ’ )

3 Novembar 19’4)4:-

Fortunatoly the cxnocted Gorman attack did not matorialize and the units of
the division were atle to conmtimue thoir roergational privileges of thg past sev-
oral days, Consider:ulc time was also spont in training rcplacements on thﬂ Vare
ious weapens which thoy might usc in futuro opcrations,

" Th: 126th Armer:d Ordnancc Maintonance Battalion was busy manufacturing
duckbill track amd connceters to be uscd for tractlon deviceo for tho tanks to
fﬂc:uit,.tc mow.mwn't in the mud, ‘ A e

L e /”J"Zb e 19l e

cxnlicit olarng for the coming offinsi—r: w.r. 5.4 forth and ths division ot-
J.ctiv: was to bo derbange, The 8th Tank zattalion ws rolzased from its supoort-
ing rolc with th: 26th Infantry Division, v _

Most of thc unjts held 1nformal coromomds for the ores.nfinticn of apards
mvrlt..d in provious actions, ’

- The trﬂl*nng and ro crvafloml crosrem for letn cfficirs 2
contlnuvd

5 No vunbcr 194 ¢-

Th\. cmndlrg officors of th. varicus unis ¢ .
staffg and company commandcrs to diseuss -th. nirrs f R ing ofuns:.vc.
Aftcr soworal days of inmtormittont I‘f‘.,‘..;v"f- the wonth lrally bcear clesr
which.did much to h2lp th: morale of the troons, =1l min ko wished to zttond
religious serviee wor: given the c“qortumt/ to dg 394 Thir: ucs nd training.
schcdulc this day and passos te Naficy, meviis, "4nd socrts providzd the men with
rzerastion,
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6 November 19LLs- -"' N

A visit by Lieut Gen George S, Patton, Jr,, Third Army Commander, accomparicd
by Major General Gaffey, Major Gencral Eddy, and Major Genoral Crow, highlighted
the cvents of the day, Lt Gen Patton addrossed the division commanders at the
division control point, Outstanding statements from his speecch arc as follows:-

"The division has excelled the ™arch of the 10,0001!"

"The accomplishments of this division have never been equalled, And by that
statement I do not mean in this war, I mean in thc entire history of warfarc,
There has never been such a supcrb fighting orgamization as the Fowrth Armorcd
Division,®

He closed with this quotations "The first shall be last and the Fourth shall
be first,"

Lt Cel David 4, Watt, Trains Commander, was promoted to full colonel,

More of the new type of bed rells were reecived and distributed to unmits of
the division, .

7 Novomber 194k s-

For thc officers of the unmits most of the day was spent in briefing amd pro-
paring for the coming moves of each individual umit of the division,

The rainy condition of the weather hamperad the trainming amd recrcational
activitics of the men in the bivouac arca although the pass policy to Nancy was
still in effcet for the chosen percentagec,

Elements of the 25th Cavelry Reconnzissance Squadron (Maez) were relieved
from the bridge guarding details in Nancy, St, Micholas, and Lancuville,

8 November 19L)is-

The Commanding General econferred with the Chief af Staff and other staff
officerson last minute preparations prior to the attack,

It was quite evident that the Third Army attack was under way as a heavy
artillery barrage could be heard and therce were many fighter bombers overhcad,
Our artillery units moved into gencral swpport of the XII Corps area,

The commanding officers of the units of the division gave final orientation
instructions to their troops, In this orientation the troops werc informed of
their primary objective which was Norhange and of possibilities which might lie
ahead,

9 November 194k s-

At 06L5, CC "B" of the Fourth Armorod Division moved out from the vieimty of
Haracourt to attack through the 35th Infantry Division, CC "B" was composed of
the Bth Tank Bn, 5Slst Armd, Inf, Bn,, 22nd Armd, FA Bn,, 177th FA Group, 253rd FA
Bn, 179th FA Bn,, C/53, A/70L, C/37, 2L(2), B/126, B/u6, C/LB9, C/25, ard a sec-
tion of the 995th, It was further brokcn down irto a left amd right column with
Major Churchill commanding the left column and Lt Col Maybach commanding the
right column, The advance through the 35th Inf., sector took the columns through
the villages of Erbeviller, Mazérulles, Aboncourt, and Manhoue, At Manhouc the
column separated with the left column advancing toward Malaucourt and the right
column proceeding toward Jallacourt, Friendly infantry of the 137th Regt, of
the 35th Infantry Division were in comtact with the cnemy 2t these twe villages,
Our forces took these two places against light enemy opposition, After capturing
these towns the left column moved townrd Lemoncourt whilc the right column headed
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9 Novembar 19LLs- (cont)

for Oriocowrt, The muddy condition of the terrain forced both columns to travel
on the roads, The left column cncountered many minzs, road blceks, and anti-tank
guns between Malaucourt and Lemoncourt but our flanking movements tcgether with
excellent alr support were gugcessful in rcducing thcge obstacles, The Churchill
column surrourded Lemoncodft and procceded to take th¢ town against slight enemy
resistance, After passimggdhrough the village this cdlumn wes delayed for some
time by mines on the road and a concrete road block, .These obstacles werc re-
duced and the column procecded against slight resistamce, taking Viviers with ver:’
little trouble and bivouacked .for the might in the vicinity of Hannocourt, The
right column encountered enemy resistance from the woods south of Oriocouwrt in thc
form of machine guns, mortars, ard an anti-tank gun, Tho encmy knocked out one
half track and an assault gun and the column was forced to deploy one section of
tanks and three squads of infantry to ncutralize the enemy, The column was con-
fronted by a road block at Oriocourt but bypassed this obstacle and ontered the
village, Many Germans in the town swrrendered ard were, sent toward the rear to.
Be picked up by the 35th Inf, Div, Two cnemy amti-tank guns were knocked out ..
beyond Oriocourt but not before they had knocked out the load half track am an
assault gun, The. column procceded on to Lancuville-en-Saulncis and succeedaed
in overrunmirng two cremy field guns beforc the encmy could remove the covers, - .

As the right column of CC "B" descended the hill before entering Fontony it
was met by withering fire from depressed 20mm anti-aireraft guns, anti-ta2nk guns,
ard mortars, Enemy tanks appeared on the left flank and together with the other -
funs sueccceded in kmocking out eight of owr half tracks, Tanks of Comparny "C",
37th Tank Battalion,.wsre deployed to clear the enemy but three of them were .
knccted out amd the others were bogged down in the mud, Darkness was setting in
amd it was decided to withdraw to the rcverse slope ard regroup for the might,
During the day this column destroyed nminc anti-tank gYyos and three prime movers,
2s well as capturing one palf track and fifty-seven peisoners, The column lost
ten half tracks, threc assault guns, three medium tanks, and twelve-tanks were mircd
in tko mud,. '

CC “AM™ was closcly following the movements of CC "B" and was assembling in-the
vicinity of Ebsrviller in preparation to meving out,

Enemy centacted during the day ineluded the 559th 2nd the L8th Infantry Civie
sicnse- Casualtics: :

Killed Wounded . Missing
22 EM : ' oL EA Nong
1 off | 2 Off

10 November 19hls-

The following changes occurred in the orgamizati~n of the columnss the full
Squadron the 25th was attached to CC "B", whilc +X> “th Tank Battalion was ordered
to give full support to the south column of 4C "2" =% Fentony, S

In the left column sector of CC "3", infirtry of the 35th Division had not
followed up closely our march through Viviers, ccnscqu:rtly tho cnery reentered
the town at nmight cutting off the supply route for the Churchill column, Eloments
of the 22rd Armorced FA Bn in Viviers were trapped and entirely cut cff from the

rost of the colunn, The enemy infiltration consisted of infantry, artillory and
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armorad cars, A platoon of the 8th Tank Battalion w2s dispatched to relieve the
22nd which alrcady had several casuzltics and had one of its ambulances captured
by the cnemy, Five cnemy tanks wero disporsed by the 8th Tank Battalion and
towards eveming doughbeys c¢f tho 35th Infantry Division, together with our tonks,
succeeded in driving th: cnemy infontry out of the village,

The remainder of the left column of CC "B" which had bivouacked in the
vicinity of Hamnocourt was ferced to take refuge in the woods (Bois de Serre)
southeast of Hannocourt beczuse of intense zrtillery fire from both their front
and rear, The left column did neoct meve 2t all today,

The right column of CC "2" wa2s forced to stay in the arca south of Fontony
duec to hcavy cnemy concenmtroticns of artillery and 2 withering fire from depresscd
20mm anti-airereft guns, Tho cclumn w2s 2lso waiting for the 35th Infantry Divi-
sion tz clo~r thoe Fer:t 2z Chrtomy-3-lins, In this sector the cnemy was using 2
weapon which skiznzi 21l:ng the ground cxzleding as it wont, The weapen caused
no moteriz2l Jomago but was desigrid 2s 2 osychclogical werpon, -

Cembat C~r*“rt Malty whieh hat van "1”rt >d to move ycsterday, wes composed cof
the f£rllowing units: 37th (e}, 35tn (Z2D), 10th, 4/53, D/25, Div Arty,, olith,
66th, 191st, «/2L c/7oL D/u69, 3:ct/935, a/L6, A/126 The left column was
commancded by 2jer Huntpr ard tho right column was led by Lt Col Oden, The left
column wos given the order tc meve sut from Ebervillcr and attack through the
26th Inf, Div, which w2s in cont~ect with the enemy around Morville, The route of
the Bumter column tock it through Sornevillz, Moncel sur Seille, and Vic Sur
Seille, Herc the cclumn swung north and headed toward Morville wherce they en-

- gounterad their first cnemy resistance which consisted of direct fire from amti-
tank guns and infantry outposts, Onc anti-tank gun wes destroyed and Morville

was taken with ease, Just beyond Morville the column was hzald up for approximately
thrce hours waiting for the enginecrs to fill large bom craters in ths road, The
soft condition of the soil mnde it impossible to by-pass these obstaclese aAfter
this delay the column prozecded on to Hampomt where only light outpost resistance
was cncountcrpd The colem procceded through the village and bivouacked for tho
‘might in the Beis de Haboudange. Heavy artillery fire was roceived by the e lumn
during the nmight,

.The originzl plzn called for both columns of CC "a" tc advance to Obreck and
then branch off toward Comthil and Chateau Voue but the slowness of movement due
to the condition of the roads forced 2 change in plarns, The Oden column did not
move arid remained in its imitial assembly area near Bozange la Grade,

During the day's cparations the following enemy looscs were reporteds 1 tank,
21 other vehicles, 2 amti-tank guns, 2 = 105mm guns, 1 - 20mm gun destroyed,

189 PWs and 378 killed,
Owr casualties weree  Killed Wbundbd ' Missing
: . [ G EM
.3 Off 5 off : 2 Off

A prisoner of war capturad during thc day posgessed a circular which
accurately deseribed cur armercd vchicles,

11 November 19ilis~ a ' .

Encmy resistance aopanred to be stiffering throughout the Lth Armd Div
sectcr, Unfavorable wenther conditicns fovered the defensive tactics of the
enemy 2nd 2lso prevemted ouwr columns from receiving much nceded air support,
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11 Novomber 19Lks- (comt)

Both columns of CC "B" wor: h.avily cnghged 211 day - the left cclumn in
the viecinity of Hannccowrt ~nd th: right cclumn near Fontony, In the loft
column sector, the 8th Tank Battalion reported an enemy countcre-attack develop-
ing nzar Cren, #our artillory and Corps artillory immedi-tcly tock this concomtrae
ticn under fire, In driving off tho ccuntor-attack the 6th Tank Battalion
knceked cut 1 Mark VI tank, 2nd 1L anti-tank guns, The 22nd Armored Field
artillery Battzalicn fir.d almest continually all cay and together with the sup-
vorting Cerps artill.ry succceded in silemeing five enemy artillery batterics,
This cclumn remeined in its same pesition as on the previcus night with orders
tc move at 0700 the next merming, The right column of CC "B" rcceived heavy
artillcry ard mortar firc ondts right flonk coming from the Forct de Chateau
Szlins, The cnomy - was using this barrage to cover his withdrawal cof infomtry,
tonks, and hersc-drawn artillory from the Foret de Chatcau Salins toward the
town of Mcrhange., Thoe cclumn resumed its 2ssault on Fenteny but enemy direct
firc was toc intcmse, Company "C" of the Slst armd Inf Bn together with
two ccmoomizs of the 134th Roziment of the 35th Inf Divisinn 2ttacked the town
on foct 2nd by d-rkness managed to clear the south half of the town, The going
wis tough and the figzhting wis from house to house., During the dayt!s action
the cclumn kncckod cut one Tiger tank and captured 1lb priscners with the loss
of one half track, Lt Col Alfred « Maybach, commander of the Slst armcred
Infantry Battalion, the leader of the right column of CC "B" in this =ttack,
w2s mort2lly wounded vwhils observing th: 2ttzck necar Fontony. Colonel Maybach
died the following 22y, Major Van arncm ~ssumed laadership of the right column
of CC "B", The Hunter column of Combat Ccmmand "AM moved cut a2t 0700 from its
bivouiec in the Bois de Habcudange north <f Obreck to contimue the march along
the Obreck-Conthil roai, The column ws immedi~tely fived uncn by cnemy ~r-
tillory from pesitisns nerth of Burlioncourt, Tanks of the 11lth German 2anzar
Divisicn 21so zugmented the artillcry fire and meost of the column was crdered to
withdraw, In spite of heavy losses, Co, [ and the Bn cormand scctinn cof tha
37th Tank Battalicn pushed through con the origimal route townrd Conthil, - In
this action the 37th Tank Battalicn lost one medium tank, 3 light tanks, 2 half
tracks, ard two veeps, The bulk of the column went back to Cbreck and took 2
mere eastorly route teward Conthily, This routs tock thom through Dedsling ard
Riche, Conthil was =ttackel 2nd capturcd agszinst lisht, rezr-gucrd opposition,
Thz cclumn went on to tzke the hizh ground scuth ¢f the railrcad Setweon Conthil
ard Rouzlbe whors they bivouacked for the might, Zuring the doy this column
accounted for 12 anti-tark zuns, 1 Mark 7 tank, 6 lizht wehicles, 185 rriscners,
and 2n estimntoed 328 killed,

The Oden column of CC "a® moved cut from its assembly zrea ot Bazange 1a
Grande and passced thrcugh Chatesu Salins reaching Zament towird oveming where it
bivouacked for the might, This task ferec did n-% c rntret the enemy today,

Our .casualtiocss Killed Vovndol Missirg
- - 38 i 29 L. “Tene
‘10 Of 10 Cff
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12 Nevember 194k :-

The 1left cclumn of CC "aM mcved ~ut from its biveouze area in the vicinity of
Centhil writh criers to move up throursh Rodzlbe 2nd Bermering to cut off the main
cscpe route of the enemy ¢ast of Merhanze, The cclumn coptured Rodalbe withzut
much difficulty but feund 211 reads leading out of the city impassablc becausc
cf mincs, blewn bricges, and the muddy cendition of the roads, While aweiting
crders to move, the cclumn beczame the target cf cnemy artillery and amti-tank
firc, =«n cnemy force of irfantry ornd tonks of battalion strength attacked the
cclumn frcm the vicimity of Pfaffenforst Wocds amd a heavy fight enswed, The

Eattzlicn suffered hoeavy personnel and vehicular casualtics in this
;n;“ JWVnt ~s the soft conditicn c¢f ths torrain prevenmted prepor deploymert
of vchlclbs° They lcst cne 105mm 2ssz2ult sun, three medium tanks, and two cther
ha tc be destroyed, Cther vehicles werc bogged down but these were rescucd
unccr ccver of smoke, The cclumn was foreed te withdraw and bivouzcked for the
nizht neor Lidrezing in the Beis de Conthil where they were subjeet to artillory
firc throushcut the night.” Twe comanics of the 26th Infontry Divisicn also
suffcr2d henvy lesses in Redolbe, . T

The right column of CC "a" was 2ivided imto two task forces, Lt Col Oden
wos in command cf the larger group and Lt Col West was in charge of the smaller
feree which consisted of D/25, Plat C/70L, 2/35, assault guns/35, B/10, =nd
Hq/10, The column moved out from its bivcuzc arsa ncar Hamomt to attack a2long
the rcute lecading to Obreck, Chateau Veus, Sotzeting, and Lidre zing, Tho task
force 1. by Lt Col West moved out ahcal of the rest of the cclumn and its
objective was to scize the high ground, Hill 337, o2st of Chateau Vous and scuth
of Lidreczing, The ¥est task fcrce went about its missicn methodically and
succceded in taking its abjuetive against light opposition, The force attacked
the hill in 2 mild snow storm evidemtly t~king the enemy by surprisc, Thc rc-
meinder of the cclumn coming up to consolidate the goins made by the west task
forecz was attacked by ten enemy tonks north anmd east of Chatcau Vbuv, This c¢nzmy
action cut off the task force from the main body for approximately six hcurs,
Co, "C" of the 35th Tank Bn succeeded in driving off the enemy after destroying
onc Mark IV tank, The column then joined the task force on Hill 337 scutheﬂst
of Licdrezing where they bivouacked fcr the night,

The right column of CC "B" with two companies of the 35th Infantry D1v151on
continued its attack on Fonteny and socn after daybreak succceded in tzking the
town, The cnemy withdrew his artillery and anti-tank guns under cover of dark-

2ss but loft 2 rearguard infamtry umit te delay the progress of the cclumn, In
this action at Fomteny, the Slst Armd Inf Bn captured six medics whe were idemti-
fied with the 110th Grenadier Regt, of the 11lth Panzoer Division, Three Mark VI
tanks werc fournd near Fonteny that had becn abandoned because they had run out
of gas, The column was delayed fcr sometime at Fenteny 2s the bridge thot spanned
the river on the outskirts of thevillege had been nrenarced for demolition by the
enemy and it was necessary for the cngincers cf r‘c*j:my nC" of the 2uth Armd Eng
Bn tc clear it, The column then procceded cn tc Faxe where the enemy oppositicn
ccnsisted of » few tanks ard sma2ll arms fire. sfter knocking out two Mark VI
tanks thc eclumn succeeded in taking the villaoge,

Nev 19LL - 6




o | @ .

12 November 19LLs- (comt)

In the meantime thc 1oft column of CC "B" mevad out from its biwvcuze area near
Hannocourt and in conjunction with claments of tho 137th Rest, of ths 35th Inf Div
succeaded in drivin: the cnomy from the Pois ¢ Serr:s, BSoth columns of CC "3"
then coordinated their drives on Cron nd cantured the villaze agninst sli ht
cnemy opposition, The left column of CC "B" romeincd in Cron.for thu micht, The
rizht column comtinued or toward Chateau Brcohain but a blown bridge impedad their
prozress and they were forced to bivouac ncar Chatezu Brehain for thc mizht,

The 25th Cav Ren Sq Mecs wzs rclieved from CC "3" and ziven the task of miin-

tairding contact with the 2nd Cavalry Growp in the vicinity of Rechicourt,

Brigz Gon Dager notified G-l that LL8 prisoncrs had been taken during the day
2nd turnea over to the 35th Infantry Division,

The incidence of Trench Foot scemed to be on the inerzase 2s thore have been
Ll cases renorted in the past four days,

Owr caswalties for the Gay were as follows:

-

Killed : Wounded Missing
5N . L5 &A1 D W
1 off - 1 Cff 2 ¢cf

Forwqri Echclon loft its old bivouze orea near RymhrVillu at 1115 nnd closed
in Chatcau Salins at 1430, ; N

13 Novcnber 194l 3=

nt 0715 the rizht cclumn of CC "3" movad out from its bivouac area cast of
Chatoau Brchain with orders to move on toward the objective which was Morhange,
The enginecrs workad 211 nisht teo redair the blown bridze which had halted the
presress of the column, The column entorcd Chateau Brehain and fourd no eremy
orocsition but found arother wrecked bridec on the outskirts of the villzase which
held th:m w for scveral hours, after the oridge was made passable the column
ccntinued and emtered the tewn of Brchain, Progress was slow becausc of the
m:dly condition of the roads.ard the fact that the encmy had plantcd many mines
o~ the roxly, By the time the bogged vehiclcs were relicvel and mincs were cloared
frem the ren’s 2arkness had begun to sct in 2nd the column was forced to halt for
tho rnizht, Th: column bivourcked for tic nizht c¢n ki h .round immodiately rorth
of ach2in on the Brchain-Baronvillo rozd, Do Jir:ct contict was male with the
orenry 2lthouzh sovoral réunds of artill ry foll in the vieinity of tha column,
woather was still playing an important rolce ~jidinst both viohicles 2rnl norscnnel,
Twenty-four cascs of frost-bite were romorted by this column today,

The left column of CC "B" movcd out from Cren orni first macde contact with the
enemy northcast of Villers-sur-bizd, This contict ccnsisted of anti-t2nk, mortar,
and small arms fire which was coming from 2 positicn rorth of Marthville, 4 task
force composed of the lizht tanks of Company "a" cf th: 8th Tank Bn was dispatched
to reduce this enemy concemtration, Consiloring *h: condition of the terrzain and
unfavorable weather, the results of thc attack were cxcallent. The tanks out-
flanked the cnemy guns which were sct up on commanding srournd overlooking thc read

tatwoen Villcers-sur-Nied and Morthville and tcok thom cemolotely by surprise from
the rear, The guns were captured before the cnery hal time to turn them in the
diraction of owr aprroaching tanks, The loot consisted of 7 - 88mm and 11 - 75mm
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13 November 19LL:~ (cont)

muns which wore taken intact 2lons with o plemtiful supply cof ammunition, The
remainder of the column tanrgnwi on through Marthvill. toward Destry but
mnmcrous road blocks and dﬁhbs forcs. the column to bitvouac for the misht north
and cast of Merthvillc, Most of the minos were of the box typc and the cenginecrs
works? into the might cloarinz tho rends for the passage of our vehiclese

The 1aft column of CC Ma" which suffered heavy losses at Rodalbe yeaterday
spemt the mght regrouping northeast of Lidresing, The 37th Tank Bn had lost
several vehicles ~nd was hell in rossrve until more could be procured, During
the mizht the enmemy r cntured Reinlbc and succeeded in driving friondly infantrr
from the town of Conmthil, Th: unomy -onoore’ to be well organized in the vieinits
of Ro3albc, The left cclumn i ret mevs te ay because Company "CU of the 10th
arm’ Inf Bn and Co "~" of th: E53r° .rmd Inf Bn werc heavily engaged in nrotecting
owr right flark as the onemy vwas ccuntor-cttacking positions of the 26th Inf
Division in that sccter,

The richt column of CC ™M tiwveuzck:? on Hill 337, nmorthenst of Lidrezing,
which they had taken the previcus oy =nl orlers c2me througzh to lend support to
friendly infamtry who wore 2tiacking to roerpturc Conthil and ~t the same time to

form 2 line of defsnse 2lon: the northorn cdze of the Bois de Koccking, ZElemocnts
of the 10th Armd Inf Bn were tloced in defonsive positions along the edge of the
woods with the 35th Tank Bn pretccting both flonks, 4 reported enemy counter-
attack from the diraction of Wuissc was thwarted by the 26th Inf Div so our
defensive positions werc mot in cont2ct with enemy, The bulk of the column
bivouacked in the vicimity of the Beis de Koccking for the might,

A task force from the right column of GC "a" under command of Major McKong,
S-3 of the 35th Tank Bn, and comnesed of C/35, 4/10, D/25, and a platoon of
¢/70L was semt to drive the cremy from Comthil, The ememy had not reemtored
Conthil in large mumbers ard the tzsk force casily drnve them from the village,

A coumter-attack from Rodalbe was expected so Major MeKonc used the TD's to

block roacds leading north out of town, placed the tanks south of the town, and
placed the cavalry and infantry in and around the Bois de Conmthil, Thc thrcat
¢id mot materialize so he assembled his force and started moving in the dircction
of Rodalbe, Numcrous roac blocks constructed of stone, timber and farm machincry
impeded the progress of the task force and they werc forced to tivouac northcast
of Conthil for thc night, Thuir position received cnemy artillery firc throuzhout
the night,

Enomy losses for the day includeds 10 - 88mm guns, 11 - 75mm guns, 6 mortars,
S primec movers, L half tracks, 2 trucks, 1 ambulamnce, 1 self-propclled gun,

L - LOmm anti-2ireraft guns, 100 killed and 50 prisoners,

Owr casuzlities for the oy were:

Killzd Younded Missing
G EA 3L & T EM
0 Off L cff 0 Off
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1} November 154L:-

The right column of CC "a", the main force of which had spent the might on
Hill #337 and in the Pois <de Koacking 2nd th: McKone task force which had held
defensive positions betwcen the Bois de Comthil and Zarbulinb, w2s divided imto
two task forces. for thz day'!s op.rations, Cne force wzs l:od by Mijor licKone
~rd was composed of /10, Hq/10, C/35 and /25, The other force remaincd under
the leadership of Col West and was comprised of 4/35, Hq/10, B/10 and a platoon
of C/704, The obJectivcs of the forces were the hl?h grourd in the Bois de

Morimont arnd Benestroff, The routc of the attack included the villages of Guebling,
Burraltrcff and Bedestroff,

Col Wcst's task force moved out from the vicimity of Lidrezing and soon came
in contact with thrce cnemy Mark V tanks in the vicimity of the Kurtzeling Farms,
Lt Sell of A/35 who had taken command of tha company after Captain Brady had becn
wourded, ordered his tanks to cover the flanks and he attacked the threc tanks
with hlS own tank, He succecded in knocking out two of the cremy tonks before his
tank was hit ond he was woundel, The tonks on the tank casily destroyed the third
cnemy tank, Thc task force then contimucd its march around the east adge of the
Bois de Kerperch to coordimate with the octher task foree in its assault on Guebling,
On the outskirts of Gucbling the force found another group of Mark V tanks lying
in ambush waiting foer our approaching cclumn, On discoverins this information,
the tanks of the task force were Heployed in a brilliant flankingransuver which
resulted in the knocking out of seven e enemy tonks without loss to the celumn,
The maneuverin: ard battle lasted nearly six hours, Five of the enemy tonks were
knocked out by Compa any . of the 35th Tank Bn while two weére knocked out’by the
bazooka fire of Co B of the 10th .rmd Inf Bn, In the meantime Lt Col West!s force
had meved up 2nd toth columns be;"n laying 2 withering fire imto the village which
succeeded in driving cut the remrining cnemy, The force started to move into -the
village but w2s delayel by ewxtensive mine fields and the destruction of a small:
bridze, By the time: - > treadway bricze was built darknass was setting in and it.
was -deecided to spend tho mizht in Gucbling, - Considering the hc-vy rain and snow,
thv success of this force in the day's opcrations was excellemnt,

. - Ir conjunction with the movememts of McKone's task force, Major C*rwﬁntbr
Iiv, irty. lizison “110t knocked out an enemy half trﬁck by firlnb bazookas whlch
he ki 2ttoched to the wings of his club plane,

the routz of Lt Col Westt's task force took it lcwn :111.33? ~nd throuzh the
beis de Kerporch te Guebling, In passing throuch the weols the force creountered
much 2ifficulty frem three scurcesy mud, mincs, =nd small arms fire, BElomerts of
the, 10th armc Inf Bn dsrmounted and qulcklv cartured or kKillued the rorr werl of the
cnemy but the mud 2nd mincs made progress oxtremcly slow, The foree finally

3chﬂd the outskirts of Guebling ard tozothor with licKene's foreces fired many
rounds .of all gsizes of ammunition irmto the vill: -z, Both‘forces spert the might
in Gudbling and everything scemed to bz poaceful until the cnomy beqgzn to drop
shells into’ the villa;e from high ground on thru: sides of bhb town. Secveral of
cur vehlcles were struck and temporarily krcek:t cul,

The left column of CC "a" which ho¢ soent the rizht in the vicinity of
Conthil was glven the tisk of forming a Jﬂfﬂnqc lln* ”POtLCtan thc left flank of
CC "a" on 2 line from Conthil to Zarbeling -~ni Lidrezinsz, Scver:l nery patrol
ﬂctlons wera ulSDvrSCu in the viecinity of Hill 270, rorthaast of Zarccling,
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1L November 19LLi:- (comntd)

othcrwisc, the day was quict,

The risht column of CC "B" which h2d biwouackel on the hizh ground nerth
of ichoin comtinuel on in the druseticn of Baronville, The column hal no more
than st-rte? when the 12~ tank struck 2 mine and was <4isabled, This halted the
cntire column 2s the tank bleckzi the road 2n’ the terrzin in thot area was teo
soft tc 7o around thc tank, Th: column encountered many more mincs curing the
merning which were of the wooden box type 2nd din't register on the minc detcctor,
The column also received dircct fire from two enemy tanks and entrenched infamtry,
but the TD's of the column kmocked out onc tank and one self-propelled gun ond the
infontrymen werc cither coptured or dispersed, o short distamce west of Baronville
the eclumn received hoavy ortillery firce from the direction of Baronville ond
Verkon~: vhich forcel it to hilte a nlatoon of Co, "C" of the 37th Tank Bn was
“iso~teh.? te 212 eleoments of the 35th Inf Div in fighting in Baronvillc, In
ccing cver o ridio on the ¢dze of the villoe two of the tonks ware steopo? by
rin.s on! 23 iorkness zporoachel the others returned 2nd with the rest of the
column cstatlished = defenss line ~ short distaonee west of Baronville,

The 1eft cclumn of CC "B" meve? cut freom its position southeast of Destry =nd
=assc? through the vill-ze of Dastry without conwposition, From Destry the column
turncd south toward Baronville to coordinntc its efforts with thosc of the right
cclunn for the 2ttock on Baronville, Cn the roacd to Baronville, the colunn wos
halted numcrous times by mines, road blocks, ani artillery fire from thc dircction
of Baronville anl Morhange. The coclumn joinad with the rizht column and the 35th
Inf Div in cstoblishing line running north and south imm.diately west of Eoronville,
The column commanders, during the operations of the day, found it better te travel
cross-=country cven thouzh their vchicles often bozgel down as the ronds wers
hcavily mined anmd causcZ them great damage and delay,

Enemy losses for the day ineludal 9 tanks, 1 half track, 1 field zun, 52
k1ll:2, and 59 priscners of war,

Durinc the day our coli~rs had cleven tanks knocked out but minc of these were
recoverable, Owr porsonncl ¥osses included:-

Killed Wounded Missing
T OfT 3 Off Nene
13 EM 63

15 November 19LbLs-

During thc cay the left cclumn of CC "a" centimucd to held its defcnse posi-
tions on 2 linc from Conthil to Zarbcling, This position was cstablished to guard
2zainst ony enomy counter-attack which might come 2g2inst the left flank of CC "a',
There was 1littlc chance in the position of this feree throughout the d2y as ro
crnemy attack meterialized,

The right column of CC "u" w-s unlcr cremy 2rtillcory fire practically all
mght, Towar2 morming when the firc censed, the z2sclinc trucks moved into
Gucbling to service the vehicles and tanks but the movement of these trucks at-
tract:d the attemtion of the enemy and the artili.ry. fire began pouring into the
town cnce 2:7ine Three ¢f the zasoline trucks,wore hit 28 was a % ton truck,

“hon the artillery fire slackened 2 bit,. the cclumn moved rorth from Guetling
~r.! ha~’zd in the Airection of Bourgzzltroff, = sh:rt distance north of Gucbling
th: colunmn underwent the heaviest artillery attack it had ever received, Poor
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15 November 19Llis- (cont)

visibility grounled our ~rtill.ry obs.rv-ticn »lanes and thz column hnd no
immedinte means of Jir.ctins its fire on the enomy neositions, ..ftor sufforing
heavy vehicular on? oorsonncl lcsscs the column was forecl to halt -nd with-
draw to positions th~t wore mers tenoble in the vieinity of the Kutzeling Farms,
Thz column wos 2lsc henvily shellol Zwring its withir-nl,

Thce loft column of CC "B" which hol spent the nrovicus right hollins = defen-
sive line between Destry and Barcnville by-passad Baronville ~nl clements of the
5lst :rmd Inf Bn ciptured the sm2ll villa:se of Lorraine 223ainst rear jutrds cnemy
rasistanee, The force whited in this villzase for the right cclumn, “eloyed by
rir2s and mu’, to clsar Barconville, %hile in Lorrainc henvy cnemy artillory
fire was reccived frem 2 nosition in the vicimity of Harprich, Umits of the
th Tonk 3n shellaed this crnemy position and in the meartime the rost of the column
withlraw to the vicimity of Barenville where thoy shcnt the risht,

The right cclumn of CC "B" togothzr with th: 126t cclumn of CC "B" and units
of the 35th Inf Div had hell a defonsive line scuthotst of Destry to southeast of
Barcnville, The column moved ~ut throuch Boronville anl i-mc?i~tely ron into an
coxtensive enemy mine field, In tryins to br-pass the mines the vehicles bogged
down in the mud ~nd th: column was dzelayed for several hcurs, The cnemy was
placing the mines in the tracks made by their wvehicles ~s thay rotrozted, after
the mincs had been cle-red and the vehicles nulled out of the mud, the column
centinue? toward Morhanse where they supicrtced the 35th Inf Div in capturing the
town, The column proceceded throuzh Morhan ¢ 2nd received artillory ~nd anti-tonk
tire frem enemy pesitions in the vicimity of Harprich, The column bivouacked for
the nizht on hizh ground just 2tst cf Merhonze, Enomy units cncountered in the
viecinity of Merhangse wore ilentifizd ~s beinz fr-m the 11th Panzor Divisicn,

Bocause of th: sri-t numbor of mines cnecuntered the nast fow days, beth
Combat Commands wers imstructeld tc have rell.rs inst-lled on their mine exoloiing
tonks ~nd cne of thesc tarks shoul?l be ~hol of cach eclumn,

During the “ay's cpuerations the 25th Cav Ren Sq was used to mointain ccntact
betvien the bth arm® Div and the 26tk =nd 35th Inf Divisions,

Zremy losscs inflicted during the '~y included 5 linrk V tanks, 1 armored car,
2 trucks, 59 killed, 18 prisoncrs of wor ~nl 20 wournlal,

Cur cosualtics included:

¥illed Tooun !
"0 CEf et
11 =4 1L =

Owr cclumrs 2lso lost Lmodium t-rks, L nelf srocks, L -~ 23 ton trucks, 1 -

ton truck, 2nd 1 arrcrod car,

16 November 19Ll:-

3

Both columns of CC "a" bivcuacked for the it in '2fonsive pesitions on a
Hne from Comthil through Zarbeling and Li‘rezins to hish sround in the vicimity
of Kutzeling Farms, Orccrs were reccived oy CO ™" %o m-k2 no furthcr ~ttacks but
to conselil~te their pesitinns with those -f th: 26th Iof Liv, Durins the morming
hours they received considerable artillery fire frem tho vicirity of Rolalbe but
little demage resulted frem the fire, In the afterncen ordsrs worc roecived to
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16 November 19Lli:- (cont)

withlraw to reor divisizn ~ro2s to reczive SUDUlluS, reorgonize, ond ﬂ“kv raa dy for
futurc c:orations, The Jstaeh.” ¢ mrrmics of the battalions which nad becn under
contrcl cf the cclumns of the Combot Commends were te rovert to 1nu1V1iu .1 batta-
lion cemtrol for this movement to the rear arsas, The 10th armd Inf BEn w1thdrcw
to Morvilleg the 35th Tank Bn meved back te Futtisny; the 37th Tank Bn mcved to
the vicimty of Vaxy, The artill:ry units ¢f the Combat Comm°nu remcined in their
nesitions to sunoort th> cooraticons of the 26th Division. Co nCrn of the 70Lth
TD Brn vns crliored tc jokn the 6th Cavalry Greup, but pricr te this junction moved
haek to Lubeccurt. Aaftor eisht “"vs of oxposurc to all kinds of weather and stron
cromy rosistonee the ~fficors an’ mern wire grateful for the opperturity te skecp
ir tuillinzs 2n’ te “ry their clothing ~n’ cquipment,

The tn cclumns -f CC "B" raommine? in their pesitions betweon Barcnville -no
Morkonco,  With ths oxecstticn of 2 fow exchanges ¢f artill ry firc the 12y was
quict =n. the situtticrn was urch S I

a letter was reccive! to fr-- H_ 2 quarters, Eurcponn Thunter of Coorntlons,
arncuncins thot the Lth armors’ Dlv-~1 n, together with tho attached wlts, ho9th
asn (aW) Bn 2nd 70Lth TD Bn, h2d bocn nutrled battle credit for the Normandy
campaign, This anncuncement autherizcs the eligible members cf the divisicn and
attached units to wear a breonze star on their thezter ribben,

17 November 19LLe-

The units of CC "a® which had withirawn from the front lincs to rost 2reos
spent the cay incleaning wp their cuarters and caring for their cquipment, The
olth and 66th armd Fi Bns romainc? in supporting positicns fer the 26th Inf Div,
The men of the urmits in the rost aros urderwent 2 foot inspection as the inercasing
amount of Trench Fact made it nceessary to usc preventive mcasurcs. The men werce
issued cleon, dry sccks and wore instructed on preper care cf the f ct to prevent
Trench Fcot, The CP cf CC "a" was locoted at Corbecourt,

The columns cf CC "B" reccivel smoradic artill.ry firc during the might and
morming and at 1100 thoy were 2lerted for movement to roar arcas, sll units wore
to mcve with the cxception of the 22nd armd Fa Bn anil cther attached artillcry
wits which werc to remain in pcsitions ond support the 35th Inf Div. st 15L5 the
umits of CC "B" meved cut and their rcutc took them through Barcnville, then south
and west tc Gerbeccurt, Chateau-Salins, Vic-Sur-Seille, Boz:nﬁe la Grﬂnm,J Hoeville,
and Courbesscaux, The CP cf the command was set up at Courbes and the 5lst
iArmd Inf Bn bivouacked at Bezange 12 Grande, The trip was very difflcult as the
weathor wos bad and visibility was very poer, Several vehicles ran off the road
and bogged down in the mud along the sides of the roail,

18 November 19LL ;-

Mest of the units of the twe combat commornis romoined in the samc pesitions
as cn the previcus day. The men werce onjoviny the rost pzricd and takingthis
a2vantace te o2t themselves an? their cguipment in first closs ccnditicn, Church
services worce oo 2veilatls te the ron anl in some of the villager whoere the

troops were tilleted, meviss 2nd showers were set wp for the convemdonce of the men,
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18 November 19LL:~ (cont”)

The 126th Ord Maimt Ba anl the sarvice corparmies of the wrisus units were kapt
busy putting the vohicles btack inte 3cel eonditinn., Naw aquioment was z2lso
drawn to replace that which hatl baen lest cor i”strvyed

During the Zay the fth Tank Bn moved from the vicimity of Morhanoe teo Scrres
arc follcwed the samc route uscd the nrovicus oy by the other urits <f CC ngm
The 25th Cav Rcn Sq moved from the vicimity <f Conmthil to Harauccurt-sur-Scille
viz Burlioncourt ond Hampemt. Co C "C" of the Slst armd Inf Bn was siwven the
task of gzuarding bridses at Vic-sur-Scille and Moyenvic.

In 2 message frem XIT Corps, the division was warned of an imminent air roi
and the units of the division werc immeditcly alerted to disperse their vehiclces
and to awoid eongastion in ease such 2 roid shoul? meterialize,

Coloncl %illiam P 'Hthers was rcleased from his tampernry duty as Commanding
Officer o the 2nd Cavalry Group and was anncunced 23 the Commonding Officer of
CC "a" relieving Lt Ccl Creighton W, abrams who returnc! to the 37th Tank Battalicn
as Commarcing Officer.

Lt Ccl Creisghton W, abrams, cimmirniing officer of the 37th Tank Bn, was
awarded the Distinguishad Servace Creoss £or cxtracrdinary heroism against the
eremy near Arracourt, France on 20 Scptember 19Uk,

19 Novomber 19LLs-

CC "aM" was divided into two cclumns and wes 2lerted to move out on division
orier, Licutcnant Colcnel “West wos in charge cf the right cclumn which was
composed of C/10, Hq/10, B/37, C/2L, €6 =rnd Btry 191, Lt Col abrams was in command
cf the loft column ~r? the units in his cclumn were /37, Hq/37, B/10, /24, B/70L,
9u, Btry /191, D/25, L/37 arld P*v:slr- ~rtillory. C/37 = A/LO were te march
tohin’ the 1ot column 73 the reor ~ucrl, The laft column moveld out frem the
vicirity of Gerbec~urt 1t 0700 xnl passel throuzh the villages cf Vaxy, Puttinmy
Harrort, Obreck, Hatculinze, 2nd Centhil., First contact with the enemy was made
at Fodzlb: and ccn51su3d of a fi:w anti-tank suns duz in on the cutskirts cf the
t-wn. Cne of these juns was knoeked out by cur tanks ar? the cclumn cintured
R:l2lb: 7+ 02930, Numersus mincs in the vicimty of =c. 21 2 frresd the ezlumn to
hzlt fir zovor2l hours, The engincers rorcocl o osti T 1 611 mincs in this arcz,
Yoroh o f Rodlzlbe the celumn was foree! tc nnlt Taes o f“ilc 2 btlown trilse cver
2 r2ilread wos ropaired, The celumn thoen nroccode :grﬂﬁrinx which was t2ken
withcut 2rny cooesiticn, at Vlrﬂlnm. thr first cnony t-nee of ~ny stronsth
was cnecuntere! and this censistoed of toric an! o swins fren north 2and
south ¢f the villoze, Virmine wos cﬁ_tur Loitn tnk oestroyed
while the cnemy lcst four tonks. Gith - rknoess cormin: olumn bivouacked on
the outskirts of Virming for the nisht, iost ~f the vil was ablaze from shell
fire as the column meved cut to its btiwcuac arca,

The right column of CC "a" wag elerted te move .ut throuzh Dicuze as soon as
it was clecared by the 26th Infantry Divi:i;no Ths 26th i rot succuoi in toking
Dicuze 30 the right column of CC "a" 17 rmot mova to o

The celumns of CC "B" were alorted to move n tm i.ur
were ordered to move out 1s socn s the 96th Inf~rtry Divisi
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19 Nevember 194Li:= {e-nt}

The objcctive ¢ f CC "2" w5 ¢+ L. [dttirshcim, Thc 26th Infantry Divisicn cn-
ccuntore? mueh Ziffic lt" irn waidn- Ticuzo zn! CC "3" wos criorcd not tec meve
today, Thoe Blst orrmoro’ Inf- rtry ~ttti1ion was tomoerarily attachel to the 328th
Regiment of the 26tk Inf:ntr, Civisicn to assist it intckine Dicuze, The Slst
moved from its arca at tuzanse-lo-Grande throush Vlc~sur—Sb111b, Moyenvie, Salival,
Wuisse, Beis cv K.ocerirns and bivouzcked for the mizht in the vicimity of Kerprlch-
les-Dicuze, They snznt the ri @t usriins ths left flank cf the 26th Infantry
Divisicn and prooerz’ to ~dd in the 2ttack the next morming,

Encmy lesscs f-r the "~y irculed:s L Mark V tanks, 1 mertar, 2 amti-tank
~uns, 12 kKillol, ~n’ 12 trioﬁ ..r3 ¥ =,

Cur czsurltios -werzc:

& BRTIN Uouqﬁg@
S 13 EM
1 °fif 1 ¢ff
Captain rthur C. an;TS/n, 4 guortors Lth armored Divisicn (C5S), left te
2ttend the Infermaticor-Elucation Staff School, Cite Undversitaire in Purlsc

20 Novomber 19LL:-

The left column of CC "a" which h>! bivouzcksd fir the mizht west ¢f Virming;
moved cut thrcugh th: villace in the merming, Nerth of Virming the column was
held up for scmc times by rood tlocks and bail road conditicns, The cclumn passed
through the village of Ckrick withcut moeting any cppesiticn, st the apprcachzs oF
Franceltrcff intonse mortar, artillery ond rocket fire furced a withdrawal to mere
tcmable pesiticns s:uthwest of the tewn, The artillery units =f the column, SLth
arrerac Ficld artillory Battzli-n an’ 2 battory of the 19ist Ficl? artillery Sntin-
licn laid 2 berraze cn the town and 2 and C Ceompamics of the 10th armersd Infartry
Battalicn made 2 ceeriinates ass2ult on foot, The artillery firc had forecd the
enery tc withiraw 2nd the infamtry cemeanics met cnly scottored enemy resistonce,
Between Francaltroff -nd Leninz the cclumn was foreol tc hilt beecuse of a wrocked
bridge. Enemy artillcry firc from the vieinmity <f Mont i'ier was zerced inon the
bridge and the enginecrs cc u*l rct rebuild it.  Darkness wes settln, in and as the
area between Fromealtroff arnd Lonminz was flecolic? it was Zecd led to withdraw the
column to the vicinity of obrcck te bivoucek fur the mizht, Znemy units ccntzacted
at Frarcaltroff were identific? =5 toint from the 11th Panzer Civision,

The right column ¢f CC "a™ mevad cut frem its 2rza in the vicimity of Gerbe-
court and followei thy same o Lt, <3 token ty th: 1cft colurmn cn the provious 42y,
The cclumn moved imto 2 oositiirn s uth of Bermerin: for the nicht, There wes ne

centact with the snemy toiay. {he €6th wrmd Fa Bn with the right column meved
1nto positisn near Redalbe, Co. "M of the 27th Tork 2n which had meved with the
ight column was placed in rescrve and wes replaced by Cempany "O' of the 37th,
Thb 25th Cav Ren Sq was tiven the missicn of wrctcetin: the right flank of CC "a®
and reconncitering 2s far 13 the Saor River
CC "3" meved sut from its arez at CﬁurbGSSCaux ard by the time it had roached
Vic-sur-Scille thb units which wer:e to be attached to this command hal joined the
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20 November 19Ll:- (c-nt)

column, These units hn’! beon enjoying 2 short rost mertcd in ville-es in the vici-
rity of Courbesseaux, Frem Vic-sur-Scill: the eclumn nassc? throush Mzyenvic, '
Mulecy, Dicuze, Vorgnville, Biiestchf, i the hua' -f the c-lunn steopnsi for the
mzht onc mile west of Dermon-los-Disuzz, 1h: rist of th: units -f the eclumn
bi;ouackcd alcnz the ro2! in the mest suit~ble 2laces ~s the hz~" of th: eclumn
was at Domoneles-Dizuze 2nd ths rear of the eolumn wis near Mulecey, Scrme of the
urnits werc in Dicuze cliaming debris from the read and £filling craters to moke
zasstie sasicr fer the rest cf CC"B", Nc conmtact was made with the cnomy Auring
the 22y, The 5lst arm? Inf Bn rejeine” the column after 2idine the 26th Infantry
Tivisicn in taking Dicuze, uafter nutting up a stiff resistarce yesterlay the encry
withirew frcm the tcwn during the mizht and not mueh resistancc was enccuntered in
taking Dicuze,

Fcrward Echelen moved frem its ¢l btiveuac area at Chatcau Salins (Salzburzen)
at 1325 ard clcsed in the new arca at Haboudanze 1415,

Our casualtics:

Kille? vounled ‘ Migsing
0 Off I, OfT Ncne
S EM 22 EM

21 Novemser 194k s~

GC"B" was divided inte tws c~lumns for the dayts cperaticns, The left cclumn
wis ccmmended by Lt Ccl Jaques while the rizht e~lumn was led ty z2jcr Churchill,
Troeps in the left cclumn inclwded 53, B/8, C/25, Sec/2L, Szct/70kL, Btry/L89 amd
253, while tr:eps in the cthor farce included 8, Ssc/2l, 22, ard 179,

The left cclumn mcved cut frem tha vieimty cf Dimmon-les-Dicuze 52ssing thro-
ugh Lestreff, Guinzoling, and wos halted twe Kdlemoters south of Torchoville withe
cut cenecuntering the sremy, On the way to Munster the column rocoived cnemy fire
fr:om the Foret dom Dl.lbestroff, This zpositiczn consisted -f 2 20mm mun, machino
suns ar? small arms fire om intrenched infantry, The 53rd airmd Inf Bn Jismounted
from their vehicles to clear this enemy - -positicn from the weods anl werc moking
7724 7retraess when 2 divisicn orler came thrzouch that the 26th Infantry Divisicn
ve.s Yo ralitve the foree led by Lt Col Jaques 2nl 2 now rlor ~f att-ack would be
f'rthecmin:, The 1ift column withdraow from ths T rot om Ltdlbistroff ard cut-
2osted the town of Torcheville fer the nisht,

The richt colunn ~f CC"B" wag first -ri:or:’ t ru<cin in C:ros Ris:zrve at
their proscnt nesiticn butween Meyenvie and Liuze, This orilcr was later resecinded
anc the feree was oricrsd to nrecec? te Fonutrar o =i~ Sittorshoim t- szize
cressings over the Sar River wherever +ossitls, o vomert w2s cxtromcly slew as
the encmy had destr.ycd ncarly cvery Lri<-s -vor ths many stroams betwoen Dicuze
and Mittersheim, The force found that time was 3~7-: in finins by=n2sscs instead
cf waiting for the bridscs to be renaired, By mightfall tha hea! of the column was
irmediately cast of Louwdrefing and the remninier whs in the vicirity cf €utting,
They biveuacked in these res-eetive ars-s f-r ths ni-ht,

The risht cclumn of OCMaM" foved cut from ths “i— vic aren in the vicinity of
Birmering with criers tc nass the laft eclumr =n’ .- the o ck in th: “irceticn
of Lering, lNerthwest of Lerins the force wos halte! wrilce 2 »lown bridzc wes
repcired, They oroccoied on townrd Leminz and ¢n the cutskirts foun? ancther
"ridge -lestroyed and -efconded by artillcry and small arms fire, The artillery firo
was ccming lrom the village of Leming, Trocp "DM of the 25th Cav Reeon Sqdn :




tcgcther with units fr-m the 35th Inf Div by=-passed the bridge, entered the villag.
and s~cn wiped cut the rezr gucrd lcft by the enemy, The razmainder cf the task
feree then moved inte Lening, wherc it wazs found necessary to repair two mere bride
es and clcar a tank barrier, The time spent in censtracticn of bridges forced the
column to biveuac in Lening,

The left cclumn of CC"u", waiting in Obrick fir the right force tc clear the
many bl-wn bridges which delayed their prcgress thriugh lening, remained in the
vicinity of Obrick for the night, The flccded c:nditi-ns in the lowland areas
madc movement very difficult, '

a letter was received tocday by the Division Commander from Lt Gen George S.
rtbon, Jdre, Cemmander of the Third US ATy, pertaining tc the sericus menace -f

f trench fot, He szid that the resp nsibility feor the preventi n «f trench f: t
rested with both officers and men, Gen Patton alse mace some scunid recomrendati r
Tt~ bte f-llowed to decrease the incidence of the disecasc.

knemy losses frr the day included 50 wounded, and -ne 20mm and cne LOmm gun
destrcycd.-

Our casuzaltics weres
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22 November 194li:=

CC".", with the excepticn ¢f the artillery, cn -rder, withdrcw from its
p-sitions and assembled in the arez Rrdalbe-Conthil-Zarbeling in preparaticn to
meve on a new missicne. Ferward elements of CC "A" werc in lening and immediately
began mcving to the new assembly arca, The route takern by OC"a" tc-k it through
Francaltr-ff, Obrick, Bermering, Virming and krdalbe, =»1ll1 units clcsed in the
assembly area at 1350, The artillery units remzined in their previcus positi ns
tc supprrt the attack of the 26th Inf Div, The f:llewing chianges to. k place in tl.
units with CC "a": the 37th Tank Bn w=2s assigned tc heserve Command in the vicinit
~f Riche and the 35th Tank Bn assigned tc CC"i" in its place; the S5lst .rmd Inf Du
replaced the 10th armd Inf Bn which went in Reserve Cemnznd. Units «f the 25th Cav
Ren Sqdn screcned and maintz2ined c-ntact between the 35th and 26th Inf Divisi-ns,
The trocp list of CC"aM was as fcllows: 35, 51, 25(C), » & C/2kL, B/70L, D/L87,
Det/995, /L6, and i/126,

The left column of CC"B" mcved cut in the mcrning frem biv.uae arcas in the
vicinity cf Catting and Irudrefing, Abcut halfway bctween Lcudrefing ond Mitter-
sheim a destrcoyed railway overpass had covered the ro2d with debris and it was
necessary to clear the road beforc they cculd ¢ ntinue., as the cclumn approached
Mittersheim it was met by machine gun fire and firc fr:m depressed 20mm anti-sir-
craft guns, The guns <f the 8th Tank En cpencd up <n thesc enemy pcsiticons and
forced the enemy to flee, The Sth wzs now leadinz the column as it entered Mitter-
sheim and the firing of this battali n forced the ¢memy tnks in the t.wn tc leave
hurricdly. In Mittcrsheim the bridge leading zer.ss a2 canal had been destroyed
and Cc "B" ¢f the 2Lth Armd Eng Bn did a very rerid j b in repairing it, They
l2id 3 thirty-six fc.t treaiway bridge in <ne hour 2nd fifteen minutes, The large
dam west ~f Mittersheim which held back the water t. form the Grand Etang de
Iittersheim was checked fer possible demnlitions but none were found, Iigher head-
quartcrs was notified of the dam and it was suggested tc them tc investigate for
mcre complex demcliti-ns, The cclumn left Mittersheim and pr:iceeded toward
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Feretrange at 1400 but were imuediotely thrcugh under. enery artillery fire frem,
the n-rth. The f:rce halted while the 8th Tank Bn reccnn:itered the area n-rth of
the r-ade The tanks enc-untered heavy fire frcm hidden enemy prsiticns 2nd were
ferced to withdraw In the light ~f this inf:rmatitn the c-lumn ‘utprsted iitter-
heim and bivcuccked there for the night, Sporadie artillery fire fel: in the tiwn
thr-ughcut the night. Enemy units c-ntacted here ircluded the 1st C-, =f the
A15th Super Heavy kachine Gun “n. The left cclumn of CC"B" reriained in the vicinit
~f Trrcheville thrcugn-ut the day issembling tc m~ve cut c¢n crder. There was n~
c.ntict with the enemy tcday,
Our czsualties were: ,
Killed vicunded Missing
: 0 Off : Ncne
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23 1 vember 194k~

The left c~lumn cf CCYB" waited in Mittersheim until the 22nd irmd Fa En
displaced their guns in that srea, With the 8th at the head, the left column moved
cut ~f Mittersheim at 08LS. Approximately two kilcmeters east cf the tcwn they ran
intc small arms fire from enemy cutpcsts, but machine gun fire frocm cur tanks neutr
lized the enemy fire, The force reached Frnetrange at 1000 where they enccuntered
enemy resistance composed »f infantry rear guard acticn with artillery firing intc
the tcwn frem across the Saar River, Fronetrange was cleared «f the enemy by 1110
and Trccp "C" cf the 25th Cav Ren Sqdn was dispatched tc inspect bridges spaming
the Saar River at t-wns s~uth £ Frnetrange, This patr:l fcund & suitable crossing
at Rcmelfing and Geosselming but a 125 foct bridge was needed at Berthelming. Flacd
waters were repcrted at G-sselming with the river still rising. The patrcl alss
cressed the river 1t ¢ -sselming 2nd entered the town of Bettb.rn with.ut any resis.
tance. «t Fenetrange the engincers were werking 'n a 90 £ .t Bailey Dradge. The
left ¢ lumn cutpe sted Frnetrange and remained there for the nizht, The 25th Cov
Ren Sadn Mecs had vhe hener of having the first US Troops acrcss the Saar hiver,

Thc right crlumn ~f CC "B" was ~rdersd t: mcve tut frim its asserbly area neo:
Trreheville t- £ 11w the left column, Ead road conditicns prevented the f rec
fror g-ing farther than. Lestroff where a biviuze arca was established f-r the night

© - th cclumns -f CC "iM" remained in their asse.bly uzrez in the vieinity f
R-dalbe, Conthil 2nd Zarbeling awaiting the rder % m.ve, The 66th and Shth ..rmd
T.. Ens wh. r2d remuined in the vicinity of Virming t: supr.rt the 25th Inf Div were
-rdered tr nve tc suppcrt CC "B", 2nd by nightfall hid reached Verpnville, where
they biv.uacked fer the night. Tr-op "I" ~f the 25th ren Sqdn, wiich had beern with
CC "iM, was ~rd:red under divisicn cintr 1t pr oeod %0 itlersheir. U units of
CC "u" were in c-ntuct with the cnery, _

The 191st Field .rtillery Bn which nxd been attiched t  the Lth irmored Div
all thrcugh France, left today to beerme attuiched t- the 6th ~rmcred Divisicn ,

Five squads - f C¢ "a" of the 10th .rmd Irf .n, n w attached tc feserve Command
were guarding bridgcs at l.yenvic and Vic-sur-3:illc, threc squods were at I'tyenvic
and twr at Vice-sur-Seille,- :

The 130th Panscr ILehr Div was rep-rted o 7in-s woctird toward the Saar Diver
t halt the cdvince f the bth Armored Divisl n.

The cpirit ~f Thanksgiving wos not entirely f rgotter s @ turike) uinner was
2v3ilable t- svery man . f the divisi-n and church scrvices wore held wherever
r ssiblce.

Encmy losses during the day included 25 killed, 11 priscners of wor, 12
priscners of war deserters, and 3 artillcry pieces destrcyed. -
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Our casualties were:-
Killed Wounded
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2L November 19LL:-

CC"AM was ordered to move into wosition to be ready to follow CC"B® across the
Saar River., The units of CC"A" moved from their bivouac areas in the vicinity of
Conthil, Radalbe, and 7arboling via tne Conthil-Dieuze Road to small villages in
the vicinity of Dieuze. Following are the villages in which the units bivouaced:
35th Tank Bn in Zommange; D/L89 and B/70L in Didestroff; C/2L and 4/2L moved to
Rois Brule and ‘rovidence Farms south of the highway between Dieuze and Loudrefing;
A/L6 in Lindre-Haut; 4/126 in Gusbestroff, The 66th and 9Lth Armd FA Bns moved
from Vergaville to Mittersheim to assist CC"B" in crossing the Saar River. The
command was divided into two task forces for the march with Lt Col Oden and lMajor
Van :rnam in command of the two columns, Oden's force was composed of 4/25, 35(-BC;
A/51, 66, #/2L, and B/7°L. Van arnam's column included platoon 4/25, C/35, Section
B/70L, B/51, Squad C/24, Hq 51, 94, D/L89, and Div 4Arty. During the afternoon a
task force led by liajor McKene was sent from the vicinity of Dieuze via Loudrefing;
Mittersheim and Fenetrange to Nicderstinzel to protect CC"B®!s left flank. This
force was composed of B/35 and A/51 and was under control of CC"B", They encounter.
ed artillery fire between Fenetrange and Niederstinzel and withdrew to high ground
northwest of Menetrnage.

The right colurm of CC"B" led by Major Churchill moved from its bivouac area
at Fenetrange and began crossing the Saar River at Romelfing at 0830. By 0950 the
force had reached Postroff and had seized the high ground west of the town where
they were to wait for the force led by Lt Col Jaques to meet them from Baerendorf.
They received intermittent artillery fire from northeast of Postroff. The 22nd
frmd FA Bn which had disrlaced its guns in Fenetrange was subjected to a heavy
artillery barrage sooxn after the columns of CC"B" had crossed the Saar. The 22nd
moved across the river to a position directly east of Romelfing,

The left column of CC"B", commanded by Lt Col Jaques, left its assembly area
at Lestroff and moved via Loudrefing, Mittersheim, Fenetrange, and Berthalming to
Cosselming where it crossed the Saar River, By 0930 the force had reached Hellering
and entered the village without oprosition. Then they moved northward to Kirrberg
which was heavily mined., Enroute from Kirrberg to Baerendorf the column was met Ly
artillery, anti-tank and machine gun fire from the vieinity of Baerendorf., The
anrroaches to the village were heavily mined and Co. "B" of the 8th Tank Bn had two
tanks disabled when they ran over mines., The bridge over a small stream southwest
of Baerendorf had been destroyed and flood conditions made bridge construction diffi.
cult., This condition did not halt the 53rd Armd Inf Bn as they made a human chain
and succeeded in fording the stream, Baerendorf was surrounded by high ground on
three sides and the taking of this ground was very imrortant in taking the town it-
self, Tanks of the 8th Tank Bn were deployed to give the infantry protective ar-
tillery fire as they asssulted the high ground. The sneed of their assault quiokly
overcame the enemy positions and the force held the high ground on three sidesof the
town. At 1340 infantry supported by tanks began its attack on Baerendorf and the
enemy small arms, machine gun and mortar fire was intense. The fight for Baerendorf
was a house to house struggle and it was not until 1630 that the enemy was driven
out., The enemy defending Baerendorf consisted of two companies of the 1st Battalicu
of the 902nd Panzer Grenadier Regt, who had instructions to hold the town until the
130tk Panzer Lehr Division arrived., After taking the town the high ground around
it was outposted for the night. At 2305 a German patrol attempted to infiltrate
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ocur lines but was discovered “nd the 2ttempt was repulsed,
Encmy losses for the d2y included 3 tanks, 11 .T guns, 60 killed, 20 wounded,
and 1LO prisoners,
OQur casualties werec:= Killed Weunded “issing
1 Off 2 Cff 0 Cff
11 EM 33 EM 2 Eu

25 Neovember 194)i:=

The left column of CC "B" led by Major Churchill moved from its position on
kigh ground east of Postroff into the town itself, The force received concentratcd
artillery fire from northeast of thc town, Orders came through for both columns t.
nave forward and coordinate attacks on the towns of Wolfskirchen and Eywiller. The
left force moved northward from Fostroff but heavy artillery fire from the north-
cast forced them to halt, They established a defense line north of Fostroff for
the night,

The right column of CC "B" which hid outposted Baerendorf received a strong
encmy countereattack from the cast =2t OLL5, 200 to 300 infantry and a platoon of
tanks from the strong 130th Pznzer Lehr Div spearheaded the attack. The battle was
fought immediately east of Faerendorf ncar a bridge across @ small stream, Our
forces could hear the tanks approaching but darkness prevented seeing them, Our

2nks of Co "B" of the 8th Tank En did not fire on the enemy until they were at
clese range for fear of disclosing their pesitions, In the meantime, the enemy
infontry had driven betwecn the 8th Tank Bn and the 53rd Armd Inf Bn cutting them
cff, The situation was grave and the small 2rms and mortar fire was heavy, Our
engineers had prep2red the hridge for demolition in case the column was forced to
withdraw, but 0/8 knocked out two of the enemy tanks and withering fire from dug~in
michine gun positions cut heavily into the ranks of the cnemy and forced them to
retrcate Co B of the 8th lost one tank during the engagement and were forced to
rbendon twe others which were later rccovereds Scth sides lost heavily in perscnnels
op-radic artillery fire was received throughout the day from enemy tanks which would
“proar on the ridge east of Fostroff, fire a few rounds into the town and then with-
drew, Ircparation was made te move toward Eywillor tut hoavy artillery fire frem that
sircetinon fereed them to remain in the vicinity of “rercnderf,
Tno tzck ferce commanded by Majeor lckonz frorm CZ" ", but now urnder contreol of
ccn.m, rcinforced by a company of infantry fr-m the 10th, rprepared to ottack Hicdera
stinzel from their position in the Bois de Tunetranse narthwest of Fonotranege, They
cssaulted the town con foot and by 1120 succecdid in cloiring mest -f the towm,; but
corstant artillery fire from the north ferced them to withdraw to their orizinal
r sitieone.

- The S51st ormd Inf Zn which had beirn with Z.s Cormnld wis orilercd ts support
CC"5" 2nd was given the missicn of attuckinz the Zoic de 1'lsch nerthezst of Fenee

trange on the east side of the Saar River. The battalicon moved from its assembly
area near Dieuze via Loudrefing and Mittersheim to Finstrange., They dismounted 2nd
crossed the bridge over the Saar -n feot, The 22nd armd Ta :on fired a rreparatory
barrage into the woods before the 51st meved in. The enemy shelled the woods and
these bursts proved very costly in perscnncl tut bty 1A3C th: Slst hod clezred the
wocds, In this attack the 51st cuptured 22 rriscners, killed 15, and destroyed §
machine guns, 2- LOrm guns, 2nd 1 « 20mm gun, -1l livici n 2rtilicry wes <ricrad
tc suppert CC"b",

The CI of CC"E" reccived cnemy artillery fire at Ilittersheim in the merning
from enemy positions to thc north as the 26th Inf Divisicn had not completely
clexred the enemy frem the Bois de Hammersbiel, In the aftcerncon the CF moved to
Fenctrange and aleng with 3/24 and 2 section of the 995th who werz werldng on a
bridge reccived heavy artillery fire frem the north and ezst,
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The units of CC ".." were not in coentact with the enemy but there was consider~
ble preparzticn ond rocrouping in progress, The 10tk .rmd Inf 3Bn was attached to
CC "a" nd moved from Lidrogain vin Yoerporche=les-Dicnz. znd Dienze to Kerbache
The 35th Tank In .nd . /70L roved frem Zommaneo threugn Low . fing, kitterbach, The
35th Tank n and 1/70h m.ved frem Zemmznzo throush Lenidrcling, Hittersheim, Eene-
trorce and Romelfing to Dertholming to prot ct the bridge acress the Saar Kiver.
The rest of the units of CC"a" rewnincd in their biveuac areus but plans werd
being mude to reprroup on the cast bunk ¢f the Saar, The CF of CCMa" moved from
Tidestrasff threugh Cuttine mnd Louwdr:.fing to Mittersheim, clcsing in at 1600,
“erwerd eoticlon meved frem Pzbrundange 2t 1115 and closed in the new area in

ndrefing 2t 135,

The L7340 e oV in wos cutherized 2 new T0O and B effective tedays Under the

roirizoticov the unit ic cutl rizo 37 -fricers, 2 warrant officers ond 65 &
Eacry losses £ r the day incluicd 6 Vark IV tanks, 3 hark V tonks, 1 ctier U
1 osstult sun, 3 oanti-tenk surs, 7 selferrop.lled guns, 5 stoff cars, 2 trucks, 5
“chine puns, L7 vriscroers, 133 killc? 'nd 150 wrunded.

Our crsu~ltics for the Juy v
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26 lievember 19LL:-

The right columr -F COWL" which ro-ulecd 2 hioavy counter-2ttuick ut sterenderf
+.vid frem that orez with erders te csctiult Bywillere The 53¢ wrmd Inf Zn moved cn
fnct from the vicinity «f I[acrenderf 21 scized the high ground, 4ill 307, ncrtheast
of Earcnd-rf, This rcute was n-t suit-vls fer the vehicles of the cclumn becruse of
the terrain conditions and therc was ~lso 2 bridge cut. The vehicles meved from Ioir-
endorf to Fostroff, which had been capturcd by Hzjor Churchill!s forecs, 2nd then
n-rtheast towurd Eschwiller, Thc force meved inte Eschwiller 2t 1535 "nd scized the
twn without opposition. Continuini northward thcy ran inte hotwvy artillcry firce be-
tw_on Eschwiller and Eywiller. It was also necessary tc repair o bridic rd cleor
sicn doiris from the road so the force was delayed for sore timc, The column biveu-
wked fer the night on high ground west of Eywiller n the cdpe of the Euis d'Eywiller

The 1lcft column of CC"B" which had set up a defense line immediately nerth of
foztroff and in the Bois de 1'lech was ordercd to move towards Welfskirchen, Co "C"
of the 5lst .rmd Inf In which had been with Mejor McK-nc's tusk forez was crdercd te
rcjcin its battalicn. The attacked jump.d «ff at G730 ond by C710 the cclumn h2d
reached o stream just south of Welfikirehen. The bridge cver the stroim wias intuct
but heavy artillery cnd mortar fire from Vclfsckirchen provented the crocsing cf the
strcom. The 22nd armAd Fa 3n retnlintel ond kept the enermy under heovy artillery fireo
hey bivcuacked cn the s-uth banx of tho streun fur the nighte .. patrel from C/51 wes
sent ocut to see if the bridge ot ii.cerstinz.l wis irtact, The bridge was found te
be cut, but eon the way back the patr-l cnecuntor.d an enomy patrel and coaptured six
nembers of this group, Durine the nisht v onormy prirol cttorpred te infiltrate cur
lines t-~ dostr-y the bridre ~cr-ss th. str ooz wth of v -1fskirchen, Small erms fire
fram -ur ~utposts drove the cnemy “woy boforo they couls cocmplish their missicn,

The w.its ~f C7M.% unich hool bivoveked in 011 villeses on the read from
Yicuze te littersheim were o rlorel toorove via Funotrong. ond Lomcing to an essem-
bly ari2 in ithe vicinity of Xirrb orz. The light vericles crisscd the tempcrary bridge
1t Fenctronge 2nd moved te Kirrbers whilc the heavy cquipment crcssed the pormenent
bridsc at Roalfing, . zjor cf-nets task foree which had been ~ttzecned to CCMIM in
the vicinity «f Dicdcrstinzel rojoined CIMat at Kirrberg, The SLth arrd Fi Bn moved
from ittersheim to Dorthelmirg thr weh the sis de Fonotronge orw thon to Frmelfing
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where they emplaced their guns. The 35th Tank Bn which had moved to Berthelming
the previous day joined the cclumn of heavy vehicles and crossed the Saar River
at Romeifing. Companies "A% and #C' of the 2Lth Armd Erg Bn moved from Zommange
to Kirrberg via Guermange, Bisping. ¢t., Jean-de-Bassel, and Romelfing. By 1100
the units of CC"AM had reached the assembly area at Kirrbsrg. The Combat Command
was divided into two task forces, one led by Lt Col ‘est and the other by Lt Col
Oden. wWest's task force included *the 1C0th Inf less #B8" and “Ct, C/35, and a pla-
toon of B/70L. Odenis force consisted of 35th Tank Bn less %A® and "C", C/10,
A/25, a/2l, and B/70L minus cne platoon. ‘

A%t 1300 both columns moved out from Kirrberg with the Oden column in the lead.
The right (Oden) colurn moved south from Kirrberg through Hellering and Coerlingen
to Rauwiller and then east to Schalbach, The left columm waited in Kerrberg until
tne right column had cleared Rauwiller and then followed them from Raumiller to
Schalbach. At schalbach tne columns split with the left column proceeding north
through Weyer to Drulingen, They bivouackad on high ground north of Drulingen,
The right force weant from Schalbach to Metting, Siewiller and Ottwiller. They took
up positions north of Ottwiller for the night., WNeither column encountered enemy
resistance during the day although sporadic artillery fire was received at night.
c/2L. A/35, and B/10 which were in CC"A" reserve moved from Kirrberg to "‘eyer
during the night. '

The - 37th Tank Bn which was with Reserve Command moved from Riche via Conthil
and Dieuze to Rorbach,

Enemy losses inflicted during the day were: 50 killed, 125 wounded, 30 prison-
ers, 5 88mm guns, 1 Mark IV tank, 2 half-tracks and 2 machine guns destroyed,

Cur casualties -ere: Killed Wounded Missing
[o3s 4 0ot
5 BV 19 ™ 0 B

27 Novemter 15LL:-

Both combat commands received very heavy artillery fire taroughout the day
but their close coordination in attacks enabled ithem to prcgress. The famous
enemy 130th Panzer Lehr Division and its comoonent elements were beginning to
weaken from the relentless nressure of the Lth armd Div.

The right force cf CC"BY which had consolidated hign ground west of Eywiller
received hesvy artillery fire from the woods northwest of the town., Enemy infantry
and tanks of the 13Cth Panzer Lehr Div were in Lywiller in a rosition to halt the
attacks of our forces. This enemy pressure wazs relieved by the left force of CCMaAn
capturing Gungwilier, northwest of Eywiller, air suriort renaered by the XV Corrs
vas also influential in aiding our forces in taking Eywiller. They flew one miss-
im in the morning and another in the a:ternoun bombing and strafing targets in
the town and in the woods northwest of the town. With this support the force
launched an attack on ~ywiller and by 1730 had driven the enemy remnanitssfrom the
town. The column outvosed Eywiller for tiie nigat., The 7ls% Combat Team of the
Luth Inf Div arrived in the evening to su~ ort the attack of CC"B®,

The left column of CC"B®™ which had bivouacked un the south bank of a stream
south of Wolfskirchen received heavy artillery fire from the woods east of Wolf- -
skirchen but at 1010 launched an attack on the town., The Slst Armd Inf Bn in coars<
dinstion with the Ath Tank -Bn outflanked the town by taking the high ground to the
northeast. Elements of the 102nd Panzer Brigrade in the town saw that their vositim
was ‘untenable so they hurriedly fled from the town. "“'hen our forces moved in they
found 7 machine guns, 2 mortars, and 7 rocket launchers that had been left by the
enemy. Heavy artillery fire from the north forced the column to remain in the

vicinity of “"olfskircnen for the night.
The right column of CC"A® moved out at 1100 from its rosition north of Ott-
willer to attack Durstel, The town was well defended by infantry and artillery but
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by 1315 cur forces were fighting in the cutskirts, The 35th Tank Bn encountered

frur enemy tanks and aftor krmockdng out cne the cther three fled, The town was
hcavily mined and bocby trapred and the 35th lest twe tenks due to mines. Enemy
artillery 21sc knocked ocut twe cther tanks, Three of these tanks were later recovers-
¢de Cur tarks and infartry inflicted heavy casuzlties orn the enemy and by 1750
Durstcl was cleareds, The cclumn withdrew t- more tenable positions scutheast cf
Durstel 2nd this proved to be a wise move as the enemy unlecshed a terrific artill-
ery torroge on Durstel after our ferces had withdrawn, During the battle for tur-
stcl the check point list was cipturcd by the encmy, 4ll units were notified of

this and were teld 2 new 1list woculd be forthcoming,

The lcft force of CC"a" meoved from its pesition ncrth of Drulingen at 1315 t-
~tizeck Gunwwillere Pricr to the ottack the SLth aArmd FA Bn and the 704th TD Bn fir.-
24 scvertl hundred preparatory rcunds intc the town., In moving to the attack Co "AY
~f the 10th .ormd Inf En rode con the tanks of Co "C" of the 35th Tenk In. Just sh rt
cf the t wn tho tonks were deployed cn cne side of the t:wn and the tank destriyers
tn the cthir with the infontry cttocking in the center, This ccordinated attack
dreve most of the c¢lements ~f the 130th Fonzer Lehr Div from the town but many cne-
my irfontry 2d to be reuted frem coellors with grenades znd flame throwers, Druline-
g.now2s token by W30 and the column biviuacked on high ground tc the north,

Trocp "O" of the 25th Cav Ren Sq was deing dismcunted patrolling thrcugh the
Bris de Bonnefontaine while Tr "E" seized Diedendorf withcut cppesition, During the
day the Keserve Command CP moved from Habcudange tc Mittersheim; CC".i" CF and Troins
meved frem Dieuze to St. Jean de Bassel; the 9Lth nrmd Fa En meved te Vockerswiller
to bc in 2 pesition tc support either combat ccmmand,

Enemy losses during the day werc s8s fellows: 122 killed, 138 wcunded, 72
priscners,of war, 2 tanks, 5 artillcry pieces, 16 mcrtars, 2 michine guns 2nd 7
rocket launchers,

Qur cosualties were: Killed Wounded Missing
1 0ff ~ © Off 0 Off
§ EM 59 EM 1EM

28 licvember 194kLia

The right ¢clumn of CC"BE" which had bivouacked cn high grcund west cf Eywiller,
together with clements of the 71st Combat Team cf th. LLth Inf Div, m:ved cut at
0800 with Lergas the cbjective, The 71lst Combat Toam cleared the wocds east of
Eywiller while CC"ZI" cleared the L:zis de Wcelsthef ncrthwest «f Eywiller., Little
rpposition was encruntered in the werds and by 1100 the force had occupied high
ground, Hill 355, northwest of Gungwiller. The cclumn prcceeded cn toward Berg and
with nc cppesitizn tock the town at 1430. 411 bridges in the town were in good cone
diticn irdicating that the cnemy had 1lcft hurriedly, Some enemy artillery rounds
fell in Ferg from Hill 278 to the north but the 22nd Jamd Fa En silenced these guns
with artillery fire. The foree passed -n through Zerg and tcck Hill 278 nerth of
cerg where they biveuacked f£-r th: night,

The 1cft c:lumn ~f CC"DL" waited in wWolfskirchen until the right feree had clear.
ed the Iris dc Welsthef cast -f 1 1fskirchen, ~ ricscge wis received that the weoeds
had been cleared and they meved -ut =t 1300 tc sttack Durbache Co C of the S5lst
~rmd Inf En prrccoded ahead 2nd took the high ground nertheast of Wolfskirchen to
¢ vir the rraoch °f the rest of the frrce. The c-lumn m:ved ncrth from Wolfskirchen
zlong the cdec cf the Bois de Welsthof. They entered Burbach without oppesiticn but
s7rn 2fterwards the enemy laid a heavy artillery barrage in the town frem the ncrthe
The 53rd wrmd Inf En and the 8th Tank Bn moved on through Burback to occupy high
cround overlcoking the Saar-~Union-Drulingen highway,

The left column of CC"E" waited until CC"B* had taken Berg befcre they mcved,
4t 1300 werd was received that Ber; had been taken sc the force moved ~ut toward
Bcttwiller, There was nc oppiiti'n in Bottwiller and the c:l&n moved -n rapidly
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tc Rexingen, althcugh there were nc enemy forces in Rexingen the town was heavily
mined and becby trapred and frur btrid-szs h2d been destrcyed in that vieinity, The
‘nzinecrs spent most of the vi 7% srikinz on the bridges 2nd cle2red-mines and
to-by trapse

The right force of CC "A" led ty Lt Col Oden remained in their bivouac area
in the vicinity of Asswiller. There was no activity in their area during the day.
The 66th and 94th Armd FA Bns fired severzl barrages during the day in support of
the 114th Inf Regt on the right flank of CC "A",

Forward Zchelon moved from Loudrefing at 1100 through iittersheim and closed
in Fenetrange at 1150.

4Lth Armd Div Casualties were:-

¥illed Wounded Missing
0 off 0 off 0 0off
11 EM 15 EM 0 EM

29 November 1944 :-

The left column of CC "E% wes ordered to atvack Rimsderf. At 0830, with
B/51 riding on the tanks of A/€, the lezding elements moved out of their bivouac
area north of Furbach. B/51 and 4/8 moved through the Eois le Geistusch and
emerging from the woods were met ty hesvy opposition of ernem- tanks and infantry
from a ridge southeast of Sazrewerden., The rest of the colurn began moving on a
direct route to TimSdorf but heavy artillery fire from the vicinity of Rimgdorf
forced them to halt., Some reconnaissance elements reached Rimsdorf but were
driven back by strong opposition and the entire column btivou=cked on hizh ground
north of Purbach. Burbach received intermittent artillery fire throughout the
dzy 2nd nicht,

The 71lst Combat Team fror the 44th Inf Div was released from attachment to
the right colurn of CC "E" and returncd toits organization. The 52rd Armd Inf
Bn re~zincd in Ferg 2nd took adrantage of the opportunity to care for vehicles,
equinment and personnel needs. The rest of the force moved out at 1100 from
north of Perg and headed for Thzl. Forward elements reported a blown bridge
in Thzl so plans were made to typass th: town. In trying to find zn a2lterntte
r-utz the column er~countered artillery, anti-tank and small arms firc. Fog was
hezwy and it wes difficult to ascertain the direction of the enemy artillery fire
22 e oartill-ry could dircet their fire., After sevirsl attempts the force fournd
L ve-mz.le rond and with B/ loading, succeeded in *tidnz Eill 357 nortn of Thzl
<% 1.05. Jaoues! force bivouscked for the nignht in tast rrez.

The left cclumn of CC "4" which hud outpested Bexingen was forced to romzin
in thzt ar>s, Most of th: day was spent in censtructing btridges and reovinz
tocby trsns 2nd mincs. Heavy artillorv fire wrs rucsived from the dircetion of
‘wehwriller and most of the artille-y »f CC "i" returncd this firc. TPoor visi-
tility made it impossible to discerz tihc success of the tarrzge.

The right force of CC "A" moved out from their ocrition north of Asswiller and
pessed through Durstel which thzy had cleared the provious daye. They proceeded
on to Adamswiller and took thc town =sgsinst wcak .nernv rear suard action. The
plan was to divide the force into tvo coiurns =nd 2dv.rcc on both sides of tho
Fois de Todtentcrg to attack Meckuiller, Thsy found four bridges destroyed
north of Rexingen and repaired three of these but ho=vy artillory firc fron
Yiockwiller prevented construction of the fourth., During the doy the column
removed 108 box type mines from its pathe E/10 replzced 4/10 =nd outpostod
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Pexingen for the night whilc A ; went boek to Drulingen to rost.

During the dzy Troop "2 of ~v Pen Sgdn nd the 22nd Armd FA BEn
fired centinuously for fift . cn 2 gn S-or-Union. A&ftcr tnis barrzge Troop
"M roved into the city fro A acn =nd reecived heavy artillery and small
arms fire. They vithdrew teo tiho vicinity ol S-azrcirerden.  The 25th Cav Ren Scdn
reportod 10 crery lilled and - 75 gun destroyed.

The Administr-tive Centor —ove o~ onc mile wcst of Toul to Chaetenu Salins.

dae

50 Tovombor 1944t

roticn for the
£ . - nifk ground surrounding ite Thi attock wos
~-do in coordin-ticn with th. 76tk Inf Div. The lcft colum vas 2 crkled nerth
of Burbach whilc the right force had kivouscked on the high ground., Hill 357,
north of Thal. Eoth forces rcccived sporadic artillery firc and scvorcl cneny
patrols were dispersed by s211 =zrms firc,

The right colurn of CC "A" rcmrined in the sarc nosition zs on thc previcus
dzy, in thc vicinity of Pexingen. Co. WE" of the 17th Arid Inf Bn rmoved up to
join the left forcc of CC "i'. The left force moved out frem the vicinity of
Rexingen et 1500 to take the hich ground scutheast of Mackwiller, An artilicry
barrage prior to the attack caused tho cnery in thzt -reo to flec, The high
ground wns token without = single shot btoing fired fro- our zdvancing forces,
The purpose of this assault was tc put the force in o better position fer the
coming attack. During thc night tho colu~n received sporadic artillery fire
2nd several enemy patrols werc driven offs

The ?5th Cav Ren Sq in patrol activitics in the vicinity cf Szar-Unien
reported fiftcen enery killed and one anti-tank gun destroycd.

The 37th Tank Bn noved fro- Rerbech via Loudrefing te Mittersheim.

Noverbor Surmary:-

The zctivitics of the Fourth armorcd Divisicn for the month moy be divided
into threcc phnses:

1. The trust to the Conthil-Rodalbe ~rov throstencd the encry in the
vicinity of Morhangc to = degrec thnt forced hi: to withdrzw from thc Chateau-
S-lins forcst and Delnma Ridge ~roc.

2, The forty-eight heur brttle in tho vielnity cf Guebling consuned
str-tcgic reserves of the cnery wiost of th. Soor Piver.

3. The drive north from Kir .rg =nl Schilbzch to high ground in thc
Gungwiller-Durstcl-Yackwiller ~ros cnnbled <o. infrptry divisions on the left
~n? right of the 4th frmd Div te odvance ~goinet ~inimu~ opposition.
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T Oreanltice, Sottlor-

1 Tov o
RS LNETITR

a. Killed - 1575 (cstimated)
b. ‘ounied - 939 (cstir-tcd)

¢, Priscncrs of Uor - 1095

Lth Lyl Div:

5. Yilled - 2?2 Officcrs, 198 EM
b. Wounded - 47 Officcrs, 758 El
c. VMissing - 5 Officzors, 32 EM

C. Cosunltifs, MNon-bnttle:-
~, 29 Officecrs, 1108 EM
(1). Thcore were 4?5 cmscs of Trench Foot and 399 of Corbot
Exh-usticr.
T Roturnc? to Dutyi-

1., Fror. bettl. cmzusltizs: 11 Officers, 197 EHC

s
2, Froo non-bettl. crsunltios: 9 Officers, 207 M

-

Z. Ekeplzecrments:
1. 95 Officers, 236 EN

F. Strongth, Division (30 liov 1944)
1, 615 Officers, 51 W0, 9841 EM

G. Prooticns, Ficle Groded
1. To Ccloncl
a. Watt, Devid 4., Jre - Troine Corr~nling Officor - Hg 4th irml
Div Tns.
?. To Lt Coloncl
2. Von Wogener, Jones E. - Chief Civil iffzirs Officer - Hc 4th
.rr.) Division (CA)
3. To Mzjor
a. Johnson, Erer G, - iest Div QM - Hg 4th wrmd Div (20

Pro~otions:
1. To Captzin -4
2. To 1lst Lieuten-nt -6

Prttleficld Proncticns:
1. To lst Licutcnont-6

Pattleficld Aippoinments (2n? Lisutennnt)
1., 8th Tonk Bn -1

2, 704th TD En - 2

3, 53rd frrid Inf En - 1

K. 4uwzrds:
1. Distinguished Zcrvice Cress
<. Lt Colonel Creighton We ibrams - Corranding Officer, 37th Tank

Brn., TFcr oxtraordinory hoereisnm cgoinst the cnermy necr Arracourt, France on
20 Scpt 1944.
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2+ Silver Stor - 57; G Ok Leaf Clustors

3¢ Bronze Stor - 260: 11 Cak Leof Clusters

be fdr M 321 - 1: 3 02k 1.2F clusters

5. Purple Hotrt - (Loardcd by Stk Jrni Div) - °04.

[rrunition Expenditure (Jevirber)

1. 105+ Howitzer 434577

76r=. Gun 1,746

75~ Gun 10,054

75~ Howitazer 1,354

232

TI 2,040

f1om Mortaor 1,937

60~ Mcrtar 2,398

2" Mert S+ Pork 9C

Rockot 2.36" 3,32C
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Mincs, Lsst 365
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1 December 19Lk:-

The Fourth armared Division began a coordinated attack toward Saar-inion and
the high ghound northeast of it,

The left column of CC "B" which had bivouacked north of Burback moved to the
attack at 0800 with the hizh round eust of Rimsdorf as the first objective, - Co "B"
of the 51st amd Ini Bn rede on the tanks of Co "C" of the 8th Tank Bn, The CC "B"
attack was parallel to and in coordination with the attack of the 10lst Regt of the
26th Inf Div to the west of Rimsdorf, The force found Rimsdorf unoccupied and irme-
diately moved toward the woods northeast of Rimsdorf, By O8L5 they had taken this
objective and cmsolidated their position to wait for the rizht column to move int.
the woods from the right, At 1220 an enemy counterattack of infantry and tanks wac
repulsed when Co "C" of the Sth Tank Bn knocked out four enemy tanks without loosiug
one, Major 7an Arnam, cormandin K officer of the 5lst Armd Inf Bn, was wounded
during the attack and Captain Rockafeller assumed corrand of the Lattalion., The
force in its bivouac area northeast of 3imsdorf received heavy artillery fire at
night from the north.

The objective of the right column of (C "B" was Hill 318 northwest of Mack-
willer, They left their bivouac area north of Thal at 0800 to attack the objective,
The advance elements were pinned down by mortar, small arms, and antieaircraft fire
from Le Faessbusch., Elements of the 25th Fanzer Division and the 130th l‘anzer
Lehr Division were well entrenched in the woods, The rizht column was ordered to
hold its position and the uden Force of CC "A" was ordered to mowe over to aid them
in the assault on Hill 318, The air sypport for CC "B" destroyed one locomotine,

30 railroad cars, 2 tanks and 2 arrmored cars, There was considerable tank activity
in the CC "B" area but rostly out of ran;e of our zuns,

The right column of CC "A" led by Lt Col Ocden which had bivouacked in the
vicinity of Rexingen was ordered to advance on Domdessel, seize the town and estab-
lish a bridgzehead over the stream there., The left column of CC "A" was to support
this with artillery fram its position north of Rexingen, At 0700 the battalion
commanders mosed forward to the front lines to make a reconnaissance of the
ground to be covered in the att.cke Two Gernan macihine gunners on patrol opened u:
on this group and wounded Lt Col West, Major licKone, and Capt Grice. This action
caused a delay in the original plan of attack. lajor Cohen was placed in command
of the left column of CC "A", In the neantime tiie right column of CC "B" had been
halted by the enemy and Oden's force was ordered to assist them., He moved his troops
throuzh CC "B" at 1200 with B/10 mounted on the tanks of 3/35, They proceeded
nearly to the crest of Hill 318 where the medium tanks rired down., A task force
cormanded by Najor Cohen and composed of A/35 and C/10 moved to protéct the flanks
while the medium tanks were being pulled from the rud, By 1L25 the combined forces
had captured the hill and forced the enemy to withdraw to Le Faessbusch., All units
received sporadic artillery fire during the nicht. Jeveral enemy patrols were
also driven off,

Enemy losses for the d ay were 75 killed, 100 wounded, 23 prisoners of wap, and
5 tanks destroyed.

Our casualties were:

Killed Wounded l.issing
1 mi 57 MM O M
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2 Tecember 19L4:=-

Eneriy artillery was very active throughout the day and night, The advance
elements of the combat corzands received concentrated artillery fire,

In the left column sector oi (C "B" northeast of Rimsdorf, the 51lst Armd Inf
Bn repulsed an enery counter-attack at 0800, -'The attack came from the vicinity of
Domfessel but was driven ofi by martar and srall arms fire, 1In preparation for
attacking to the north, the ¢¢nd laid down an artillery barrage at 0800, The attack
pegsan at 0900 tut received neavy rachine gun fire on the right flank from Le
Treywald, Four light tasks wer- sent out to overcome this resistance an”’ soon
si.enced the enemy .uns, They continuecd to r.ove north toward the Saar-tnion-
“omfessel hi-nway and by 1125 advance elements of the Slst armd Inf Ln were cposs-
inz the road. Sixteen enery li:ht tanks were reported in this vicinity but no
contact was 1 ade with tnem, By 1500 the 5lst and 8th had forced the enemy to with-
draw fror 1.1l 332 in the vicinity of ‘chlossho.f Farms and were consolidating their
position. They also assisted the 10lst “nf iext to clear Le Jochwald just west of
Hill 322, The colurn bivouacked in the —icinity of Hill 332 with plans to con-
tinue the attack in the roranin: to .eize the high groun southwest of Dehlingen.
During the day the CP of the 5lst arrd In! .n at Rirsdorf was snelled by the enemy.
Tnemy patrols were active at ni_.ht ovut were driven off by our outposts, :

The ri ht torce of (C "B" resured its attack at 9900 with Hill 309 south- _
west of Donfessel as the objective., The 53rd irmc Inf 3n led the attack supported
oy the 35th Tank Bn., The column roved from Le Faessbusch, east of rimsdorf, to
Rismdorf and then followed the Rirsdorf-"omfessel roads They enoountered an enemy
tank-infantry team south of the oojecti-e but the enemy feld and the calumn seized
the mill at 1L0O. They were ordered to nold this gosition for the night. ,

THe Oden . force of CC "A" was ordered to hold its position in the vicinity of
meckwiller and to be repared to support CC "B". ,

The left column of (C "A" reported .an enemy counter-attack at 0300. The:
enemy force consisted of iive tanks and a detachment of infantry. The.attack was
repul séd and the enemy was reported moving toward Mackwiller. Air -support was. .
asked for and the planes bombed and strafed the.enemy force near lMackwiller, This
rissionito:ether with others flown during the day resulted in 12 enemy tanks des-
troysd, The towns of Domfessel, Diemingen and Mackwiller were also bombed and
straied, B/10 and B/35 which were supporting CC "B" pushed through the woods east
of Rimsdorf and occupied Hill 337. The noverents of the task forces were for
snort distances and nost of the time was spent in clearing the wooded areas-east
and north of Rirsdorf, ' '

' Proop "g" of the 25th (a:.Recn Sq maintained contact between the Lth Arrd Div
and 101st InI Regt which was attackin; Saar-Union. -

Major Nan C. Alanis was released fror duty with the 70Lth TD Bn and was
nared as comranding o.:icer of the Blst armd Inf bn, Major Charles L. Kimsey was
ap ointed corrandin; officer of the 70Lth T™ 8n.. - .

‘Captain lewis j», French, Hq Lth Armd "iv (%=3), an? lst Lt Furman Allen,
1hLth Arrd SignCo left to attend a six day course ol instruction at the Information-
“ducation Staff .chool, Cite Universitaire, -aris,

inemy losses included L hark 7 tanks, 3 - 80rm rortars, 1 heavy bazooka, 55
killed, 100 wounded and 21 prisoners of war,

Our casualties were:- Killed Wounded
— 0 0If
13 R Ll B
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3 Cecember 19LlLi:= .

Mmajor Gemeral Hu:h J. "aifey, Third army Chiefl of staff, was placed in command
of the Fourth .rmored nivision relievin, -.ajor Jeneral John C. Wood who was placed
on terporary duty in jaris, zrig Jen Herbert .. Tarnest also joined the division and
assumed command of CC "A",

Only local a’'vances were planned for the day as the Lth Armd Div was waiting
for the infantry .nits on the flanks to advance, Fatrols were sent forward to
reconnoiter for the continued attack to thé north.

Weather conditions crevented the use of air support during the day,

The colurns of CC "B¥ were prepared to attack their objective which was the
hih “;round northwest of 7oelerdin.en, The 10lst Inf Regt on the le ft flank-encoun-
tered heavy counter-attacks at Saar=inion so CC "B" was ordered to hold its position
along the 3aar-Union-€omfessel hi hway. The 22nd armd FA Bn supported the 10lst
ty firing several barrages in the vicinity of Jaar-'nion. At 0830 the 8th Tank Bn
received nortar and snall arns fire from Le Hochwald ans was ordered to clear the
enemy fror this woods, By 0945 the enery had been driven from that area and the
woods was outposted to prevent infiltration., One enemy tank was knocked out by
artillery fire from Le Burbusch, north of the saar-yUnion-Domfessel road, as enemy
tanks attempted to push out from the woods, The 8th knocked out fomr of these enemy
tanks with direct hits, Flements of the 1llth -anzer and 130th lanzer Lehr Divisions
were .elieved to be asserblin: in Le burbusch, Corps artillery directed its fire on
this area and continued to Iire barrazes throughout the night.

In the (C "A" sector the eneny had infiltrated into Le Faessbusch and Le
Furstenwal east of pimsdorf and r.0st of the day was spent in clearing the enemy in-
fantry from this area, 3tronjer outposts were set up along the northern edgze of- the
woods to prevent another infiltrati.n, Elements of the 25th Panzer Grenadier Niv
had rade the infiltration. The 37th Tank 5n was attached to CC "A" from Reserve
vorc.and and A/37 was .ent to assist the 26th Inf Div in its assault on 3aar-'inion
but rade no contact wita the enemy. The corpany bivouacked south of sarrewerden for
the ni ht,

Troop "B" of the 25th Cav Recn Sq which was sup ortin; the 26th inf “iv was
forced to withdraw from Saar-Union when the enemy counter-attacked the city in
strength,

major shoras 7. Churchill was released from duty with the 8th Tank Bn and was
assigned to H4 .eserve Command, Major John G "u_ hes was a3si ned vo H Lth arrd
Div Traias from the 53rd i Inf N

. Enemy loswes iacluded 50 ki.lesd, 125 wounded, 13 prisoners of war and L, tanks
destroyed, ~ .
Our casualties .ere: ¥illed ounded liissing
- "0 0T 2 OIT 0 oIf
6 @ 32 By Lo

L Decemver 19LL:-

The 10th arrd Inf bn was attéched to CC "xut and the >3rﬂ Ar-d ni n was
attached to {C "A",

A tasi force fror GG "B" led uy Fajor IrzyK and corposed of the %th Tank Bn
and the 10th arrmé In’ £n was ordered to att ck Voellerdingen und seize the high
sround in that vicinity. After a thirty minute arti.lery .reparation the force
roved from the assembly area in the 11c1n1ty of )chlosshoff Farr.s at 0930 Very
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light opposition was encountered uhtil they reached a .osition immediately south of
Roederwald Woods., In this vicinity they received heavy anti-aircraft and small arms
fire from the woods, GElement: of the 10th entered Roederwald Woods and Le Burbusch
and by 1130 had cleared the enemy from those areas. The column continued the attack
and by 1300 the 8th had tanks on Hiil 28L overlooking Woellerdingen, from the

south, and fired an artillery ;reparation into the town. Ten enemy tanks appeared
on the left flank and after a short battle in which two enemy tanks were knotked out
the others withdrew, At 1L25 Irzvk's force began to rove cautiously toward town
because of enemy tanks threais from the left, They received artillery fire fram
north of Le 5rand pois but ty 1615 one company from the 8th and 10th were in the
town. They received direct tank fire from the vicinity of the railroad underpass
vut the rest of the column was rmoving in anc¢ consolidated its position. The bridge
across the Fichel River was intact but the hi ;h waters made the roads practically
impassable., By 2035 seven tanks and an infantry platoon had crossed the stream and
thwarted an enemy patrol atterpting to -destroy the bridge, The other units of CC
non remained in the area alon; the Saar-'nion-Domfessel road,

A task rorce from CC "A" led by @ ajor Crosby and siven the rission of taking
Nomfessel. The force was 1ade up of the 53, 35, A/2kL, and C/2Lk. A patrol from the
25th reconnoitered Domfessel at OL30 an< reported it to be lightly held, After a
thirty minute artillery preparation roved to attack the town at 0930, By 1010 they
had reached the town and bezan clearing the snipers from their hideocuts. There were
many snipers and the process was a slow one, There was ruch engineerin_, work to
be done as the streets were covered with debris, there were large craters in the
streets, the one bridge in town was destroyed, and the railroad overpass had been
blown up. while the mopping up was in pro_ress artillery fire fell on the town
from the northeast. Lt Col Oden reported that it would take at least the balance
of the day to complete the repair work to continue the attack through Domfessel, A
patrol reported that the bridge over the “ichel river north of Uomfessel had also
been destroyed. The 2Lth armd Engr Bn put in two 36-foot treadway bridzes in
Nomfessel while the enemy continued to shell the town, The 35th lost five tanks
fran artillery fire and two others that struck mines, At 1835 C/2L together with
elements of the 53rd outposted Torfescel for the night and A/2lL moved north to
construct an 80=foot iloatin, bridge over the river,

The 101st Int legt recaztured Saar-Union durin; the day and moved northeast to
coordinate its position with t.at of the Lth armd "iv., The enemy had infiltrated
into Saar-Union during the nizht. A/37 which wa. attached to the 10lst was attacked
by three enemy tanks ani knocked out one., This corpany was returned to battalion
control late in the day/. The rest o: thc 37tn remained in reserve and had no con-
tact with the enemy.

The division artillery @as attuched to the 33rd lield Artillery “rigade and
was to receive its firing orders ifrom ther.

Fnemy losses included one ark ¥ tank, 1 pillbox, and one self-propelled gun
destroyed; 131 prisoners of war, 50 killeZ and 83 wounded,

Nivision casualties were:= killed Jounded Fissing

T 01T ' L off 0 off
13 ’. 35 B 0 B

CC "4" and CC "B" had a total of 8 tanks knocked out, but three of these were

reported t.0 be recoverable,
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5 necemver 19LL:-

Troop assignments for the combat commands:
Cc "A" CC " B"
— 35 -8

37 51

53 10
A/2L B/2k
25 ('sz/B) 0/25
3/70L c/70L
n/L89 c/L89
A/L6 B/L6
A/126 B/126

The Division oojectives were the towns of Rirlin: and Binin: in the heart of
the [1a:inot Line and at the sateway to the .iegfried defenses, Bad weather condi-
tions hampered the cormbat cori.ands as it rained steadily througshout the day. No
air support was received., :

The objective of CC "A" was Bining. A/2L had completed all the construction
work at Nor:fessel and the 35th and 53rd prepared to move toward their objectives, -
These objectives were Hills 332 and 356 northeast and southwest of Dehlingen. They
began the attack at 1015 with the infantry ridingz on the tanks. Light opposition
was encountered and the hi h sround around nehlin-en was soon talen. The 37th Tank
En, com anded by Lt C.l Abrams, was then ordered to attack throu;h the rositions of
the 35th and 53rd toward sininz, The 37th followed the sare route as the other units
from Torfessel to "ehlingen and then struck north from Nehlingen toward Bining,
soft terrain condiitions forced the tanks to remain on the roads r.ost of the time
and they were subject to intense artillery and direct fire from both flanks. The

artiilery iire iror Bining iorced the column to leave the road and tried to flank LIS

Binin, from the west, Yseveral of their tanks were knogked out but they continued
the attack and drove to a point vne kiloreter northwest of Rorbach-les-Zitche. At
1200 the 5lst and B/70L4 moved out from the vicinity of Nomfessel to support the
37th vut yrogre.s was very slow because of the condition of the roads; TIn the
reantine the 37th received heavy artillery fire on Hill 334 northwest of norbache
les -Bitche and with no arti:lery support were forced to withdraw to a more tenable
cosition., They had bivouacked in an area northeast of schmittviller and south-
€:5t of Ettins, The Slst and B/7O0L proceeded as far as ,chmittvi.ler and outposted
the town for the nizht. The CP of CC "A" roved from Zer. to iinsdorf.

The 3th Tank Bn and the 10th armd in. .n'ealar.ed their bridgenesd over the
dichel River at Voellerdingen and prepared to iove toward their objective which -
was the town of Rimlingz, north of »sinin , /ith the 10th riding the tanks of the
8th they started to move cross-country in the direction of the objective, It was
necessary to clear away rear guards from Wichelobusch woods northeast of .’oeller-
dingen as fire from that Airection harrassed the ¢ :lurn. This action coupled with
the slow cross-country travel forced the column to halt for the ni ht at Langerwald
farr.s southwest of °chmittviller. ~lans were :ade to continue the attuck at Zirst
1iht the next day, ‘ ' ' o

The 25th Cav Ren g was protectin; the richt flanlk of CC "A" and raintaining
contact with the Llth Inf ™v to the east of the Lth armd Miv. ~

Eneny losses for the day include 1 killed, 69 prisoners of war, 1 half track,
and 1 illbox destroyed,

CC "A" had 14 tanks knocked out durinsg the day ot which four were recoverable,

our casualties were: ¥illed Wounded ¥issing

— T 0ff 2 ot 0 oIt
13 & 17 ™ 0 m
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6 “ecember 194L:-

The first objective of CC "A" was the high ground northwest of Rohrback:
Rohrback was the secont objective and binin_ was the ultimate objectiwe, At 0900
the 37th Tank 1n with the 51st arrd In. on ridiang on the tanks roved out trom their
pivouac area in the vicinity of .cimittviller toward the ovjectives, as the force
approached their iirst oujective they received heavy artillery fire from the vicin-
ity of 3ingling and were unable to advance. 3inzling was one of the CC "B" objec=~
tives, but CC "B" had not advanced rapidly enough to be in a position to deal with
the towa. 1In order to relieve the situation and to permit his force to continue to
attack Lt Col aoranms ordered /51 +to attack 3Sin linj, The 9Lth armcd FA Dn fired
= sroke an¢ artiliery preparation on Singlin; before the two co) panies attacked,
Two corpanies of infantry (some in nillboxes), three tanks and iive assault _uns
of the z5th Panzer frenadier Nivision resisted strongly and stubbornly in Singling.
£/37 an*® B/51 assaulted the town and by 1300 har cleared two thirds of it, taking
£0 .risoners anc¢ knockin K out two assault suns, !ost of the cnermy infantry and
tanks withdrew fror. the town leaving well-hidden snipers .ir a few riachine uns,
at 1315 the enemy laid a heavy artillery barra e on the town ifrom the nortrn, The
two companies held Sin:ling until CC "2 arrived to take over at 1530, while the
attack on 3in liny was takin: .lace, the remainder of the 37th and S51st received
concentrated artillery fire in the vicinity of Bohrback. The lst In of the 328th
Re;t of the 26th Inf Niv which was attached to CC "A" for the attack on Bining and
moved up from the vicinity of Rahlin; and entered the southern outskirts of =iningz.
By 1900 the 37th and Slst had resumed their attack toward Bining and soon afterward
entered tne outskirts of the town, They out.osted the town for the nizht with the
plan to continue clearin_ it the next day. The 35th Tank Bn and the 53rd armd Inf
sn, led by Lt vol Oden, left their bivouac area west of Nehlingen and moved through
Dehlingen and Rahlinz to a position on Hill 343, southwest of sining. There they
set up a base of artillery fire to suprort the as.ault on binin,. The enemy
artillery fire in the vicinity of Binin, was the heaviest received by the division
since the operations around Guebling,.

Wwith 3in,ling as its first objective the 8th Tank Bn and the 10th arrc Inf Bn
of CC "B" left the bivouac area in tne vicinity of .chrittviller at 0825. The
crosscountry narcn was slow vecause of fo; and soft terrain conditions, They made
no contact with the eremy during the rarch, oince (C "A" was already fi hting in
s5ingling the 8th and 10th attempted to flank the town put heavy artillery ifire from
the northwest prevented this raneuver., They relieved .C "A" in 2inglin, and were
ordered to estaulish stronz outposts around the town for the nijhit. [iost of the
force withdrew to a position on Hill 34o southeast of sin_ling.

lLate in the day orders were receised to secure precent positions but to make
no further attack as the division was to Le relieved by the 12th srnd Dive

Enemy losses incurred during the day included 156 nrisoners of war, 60 Killed,
10 wounded, and 1 tank, 2 self-propelled sung, 1 - 30rm mortar, and one heavy mach-
ine .un destroyed.

The 37th had six tanks knocked out durin; tn: ‘lay, while the 8th lost two.

Fourth arn” Nivision casiualtiess=-

Kiiled wounded Missing
orf 0 ' T
o3 13 e5 1
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7 necember 194L:-

All division units were ordered to hold their present rositions and rake no
furt.er advances, The 12th Armd Div began moving into the Lth armd Div sector at
0700 and immediately went into defiladed positions behind our units. Both combat
comnands received _poradic artiliery fire throughout the day at their positions,
in Sinzling and Bining. a~ctual relief from front-line duty did not come until 2100,

' Plans were rapidly formulated at Division Headgquarters for movement of the
DJivision to rear asserbly areas., A temporary asserbly area for CC "B" was estab-
lished northeast of 3aar-Union while a similar area for CC "A" was in the vicinity
of Thal, Plans were also being riade for billets for each unit in towns west of the
Saar River, ' )

Because of the late hour of relief, extreme darkness, rainfall and bad road
conditions, riost units were ordered to wait un%il the {ollowing morning to mova.
The 35th Tank Bn, in the vicinity of Hill 343 souti.vest of oining, was ordered to
ziove and followed a route which took ther. though Rahlin , Lorentzen, Diemeringen,
Mackwiller, and Thal. They left at 1700 and d osed in the bivouac area at 2Lu0.

The artillery of the 12th had not roved into position and our attillery was
ordered to suport them until their artiliery was ready. B/107 also was ordered to
support the 12th Armd Div,

“Advance Forward Gchelon moved from Nomfessel to Fenetrenge,

8 Decemcer 194l :-

iost of the units vegan roving fronm front-line positions early in the morning
to temporary assembly areas. The units attached to CC "A" moved to an assembly
area northwest of Thal via Rahlin., Lorentzen, Jiemeringen, i'ackwiller, and Thal,
The battalions of CC "3" moved south from oln ling to Schiittwiller, west to the
Eicrel diver, and south through Voellerdingen to an assembly area northeast of
Saar-'nion. From the temporary asser.bly areas, the .nits proceeded to Burback and
crossed the Saar River at Diedendorf and then moved on to the towns assirned as
oiliets for the rest period.

Following is a list of assi;nrents of units to towns.

35, 4/126 -=An:viller

37 -=i.ittorsheim

53, A/l6 --Bisping

S ' -~Bidestro.f

2L, 999 --tuinseling

25 ' --Jiederstinzel and Tiedendorf
B, C/T0L --Rortach

5, B/126 ‘ . ~-Dorrcon-les-Nieu-e
10 -=Bassing

L89, 70L(-B,C) ‘ --Fenstrange

9k : --Lan_nirberg

22 ' -=Fribourg

66 -=ASsencourt

Preparations were Lein; rade for training, raintenance and cleaning of vehicles,
weapons and egquipment, Nivision Special 3ervice was also arranging for a pass system
to Jancy, motion pictures, U3" shows, and cther recreational facilities,
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9 December 194lL:~

“aj nen naffey nel” & rcetin; of all unit comranders at NMivision Headgaarters
in renetrance at 0900, He explaine” his »olicies and told the officers just what he
expected durin,; the rest period,

Division artillery, ¢2nd arr? Fa Bn, 9Lth arrd ¥i Bn and B/70L were relieved
and roved to rest areas, Niv arty was illeted in Mes.elling; 22nd at Fribourg, SLth
at Languimberg; B/70L at Roroach.

All ren wer: oilleted in buildin:s an< kitchens were preparin: to serve the
:en three hot real. daily,

A Ai..ision pass und leave prog.rar. was instituted to be effective during the
rest period, Three syste.s were ;ade available to the units,

1. Fach unit could cend 57 of its cam:and on duayli ht passes to Jancy

between the hours of 100J and 1800,

2. The division was wllotted 50 ren to use the XII Corps rest center at
the EZcole des seaux-.rts in '.ncy. These passes were _ood for a period
of iour days. at the end cf this period 50 more ren could use the
rest center,

3. The division was ailotted a quota of 56 men for forty-eiiht hour

passes to raris,
Each nnit selected its men for these passes and there was much enthusiasm ar.ong the
men for the pass privilege,

The L6th Armd led Bn initiated classes in first aid for all of its ren to give
them additional trainin: and to a“vicse them of new techniques and procedures,

10 Necember 19LL:-

“nder the army's rotational system the Lth armd Div sent its first quota of
60 enlisted rmen and 5 officers to the United 3tates for 30 days of rehabilitation,
recuveration, and recovery, (Par 1, 3 211, Hq Lth in cs)

The daily quota of passes was issued and the rest of the men began a training
prozrar which concisted of extended order drill, crew drill, and the firing of
pasic weapons. Yuch time was 4lso spent in servicin: vehicles and the care and
cleanin; of ejuipment., Typhus i~runigations were also zi-en,

The ARC Clubmobile visited the units durin; the day «n? served douzhnuts and
coffee, In the evenin: movies were shown and U5>) Shows were presented,

The 70L4th TD Bn roved from Fenetranze an” closed in Guermenge at 0900. "B" and
"(w corpanies had roved to Querran.e the .revious day.

Lt Gen H. G. Martin, rilitary adviser for the London [aily Telegraph, visited
CC "B" Headquarters and the 8th Tank 3n,

11 December 19LL:-

Lt Gen feorge 5. .atton, Jr., Cowrandin. Ge.eral, Third United  tates Army,
visited CC "B" Headquarters and the 8th Tank in during the day.

Maj Gen saffey and Bri, Gen Barnest visited tne 25th Tank Bn and presented the
officers and men with awards that they nhad sarned in Trecent enga:ements,

The 51st nrrd Inf Ln moved fror Ridestroff to a new Bivouac area at Oeslucourt.

Authority was granted the 126th Armd Ord Maint Bn to use the 1.-25 Tank trans-
ports on the roads .o recover disabled tanks left by the division. The roads had
oeen conzested with traffic movin; to and from the front.

Trucks were made available to the units to transport the men to littersheim for

..ot showers,
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12 necember 19Lk:-

Captain Julian H. Burns, Hq CC "A", and Captain William R. iorrison, Hq CC "B",
left to pursue a six day course of instruction at the Information-fducation Staff
school, Cite Universitaire, Paris, :

The infantry battalion built temporary firing ranies to zive the reinforcements
an oprortunity to become better acquainted with their basic weapons, .Crew drill,
cleaning of weapons and equipment, and raintenance ol vehicles occupied much of the
time in the daily prograr,

Passes to Paris and Jancy continued and rovies were shown to the men each.
evening. Church Services were made available to eveyy man in the division,

13 Decemver 194lL:-

The Corrianding General apuroved the wearin: of the Lth Armored Division ) ]
shoulder insignia for the 70Lth TD Bn, L89th A.A.a,A.W. Bn, 995th Treadway Bridge.
Co, 380Lth Q1 Trucking Co, LLLth M Truckinz Co, and the 1st platoon of the 16th
Field Hospital, . .

The 25th Cav Acn Sq and B/70L were alerted to proceed to Guising and screen the
right flank of the XII Corps. They were also to maintian liaison between the 87th
and Llth Infantry Divisions, a/70L was assigned to CC MA" to replace B/70L.

Co. "A" of the 37th Tank Bn was also notified that it was attached to support
the 87th Infantry Division and was alerted for movement.

The rezular trainin; and recreational program continued for the remainder of the
division. .

14 Decemcer 19Lk:-

The 25th Cav Ren Sq, B/70L, and A/37, which were to support a:d maintain
liaison between the 87th and Lhth Inlantry Division, were ordered to move to
Lorentzen., The 25th roved {irst from Diedendorf through Niederstinzel and Saar-
"nion -to Lorentzen, B/TOL left Guer-anie and travelled throuzh Loudrefin: :
‘Tittersheim, Fonetrange, and then followed the sare route as the 25th. A/§7 joined
B/70L at *ittersheir.

vaj fen Taffey and Brig Gen ~ager visited the .Sth Tank £n and the 53rd srrd
Inf Bn nresentin; the officers and ren with awards they ha“? earned in recent en.age-
rents,

The daily .rozrar. included test firinz of new weajsons and films snowing the
close coordination between air and zround forces, i dental check of each -an was
instituted.

The recreational vrojram of pas.es, movies, showers, and Us) hows continued.

15 %ecerber 194k~

Major tharles i. (Carpenter, Hq Lth .rr¢ Div, lett to attend the Information-
zducation 3taff School, Cite Universitaire, raris.

Lt Col (larence O. Brunner was appointed cor. andin; O .icer of the administra-
tion Center and assistant to the Chief of .taff .or rear echelon activities,

Troops "A" and "B" of the 25th Cav icn Sq established radio liaison with 87th
Inf Piv and CC "A" of the 12th arrd Div. The 25th CP was set up at Guisinz and a
heavy concentration of enemy artillery: fell in that sector. The 25th was enza;ed
in patrol activities in advance of the 12th armd Div and at the same time maintain-
ing liaison between the 12th Armd Div and the 87th and LlLth Iniantry Nivisions.
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A/37 joined the 3LAth et of the 37th Ini Niv an” was si en the mission of
attackin, Hill 375 northwest of Zrching The force took tne opbjective with the
loss of one tank frorm artillery Zire, The rerainder of the 37th Tank En was alerted
to support the 87th Ini Miv and imrediately prepared to leave the bivouac area at .
| ittershein, o .

A Mark 7 Tank was taken on a tour of the unit areas for the purpo.e of showing
its vulnerable spots to the men and deronstratin. the best way of attacking it.

16 "ecerber 16LL:~

There was a reeting of all infantry battalion corrander and combat cormand
oificers at tie headquarters of the chief of staff in the afternoon, . S

Co "i" of the 37th Tank Bn was attached to the 3L5 Rest wnich had replaced the
346th, By the use oi direct fire on enemy targets that arose, A/37 supported tne
attack of the 3L5th on the woods nortn of Srching., As the infaniry cleared the
woods the tanks followed tnem in a supportinz role. Upon its entry inte Baumvusch
Woods north of “rching, a/37 teca e tne 1irst unit of the division to enter %errany
The rest of the 37th Tank bn movad from . ittersheir. throu:h Fenetrange, iederstinsel,
vistorf, Sarrewerden, 3aar-inion, Jermingen, Kalnausen, icheu, "joelfing, and went
into an assembly area northeast of Woelfing. (/37 relieved 4/37 at 1500- and B/37
was attached to the 3L7th Rept.

The training progzram continued for tne other units with erphasis placed on the
firing of individual weapons and the use of the bazooka, flame-thrower, ard mine
detector.

" The Division Band rrade a tour of the vivouac areas presenting a program that
was well received by tne ofiicers and men.

17 December 19hl:-

CC "B" was placed un @ one hour alert to be ready to move north to the 35th
infantry Division sector in-.anticipation of an enemy counter-attack, Eleven (erran
Tivisions attacked in the XII orps area. A report from XII Corps that enemy para-
troopers had:een dropped in the viecinity of Hancy caused all units to “oucle their
.uard Se . . . .

o "B" of the 37th Tank Bn, which was supporting the 347th Inf Regt, was
ordered to lay an artillery barraze on Walsheir while the infantry attacked. The
attack was successful and 2/37 roved in and outposted Jalsheir. for the night, They
received heavy artillery and mortar :ire which caised casualties of one kiiled and
seven wounded, "(C" Corpany of the 37th assisted the 345th Ini legt to clear the
woods north of Erching., This overation was not very suitable for tanks so the
company limited its activities to reducing enemy machine jun positions and evacua=-
ting the wounded,
_ A/70L was released from CC "4" and alony with tie rest of the battalion was
attached to the 87th Ini Div, . : : - :

liajor Cohen presented awards to officers-and nen of the 10th ard Inf Bn who
nad Jistin .uished ther selves in recent en .a:erents,

Reli_ious services were rmade avaiiable to all men of the division.

[

18 December 19LlL:-
At'OlOO the Lth Armoeed Division was ardered to patrol its area and to be on
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the alert iar enemy paratroopers. CC "4" partrolled the area south of the ™euze=
ittersheim road; the t’2platoon patrolled the area from "iedendorf to “enetrange
to Mittersheim; CC "B" had the area north of the Meuze- ittersheim road; the
70Lth guarded that area; between Bidestroff and Tieuse., At 0330 the 53rd Armd
Inf Bn and Piv Arty were attached to CC "A" for patrol duty and the 70Lth was
relieved, All patrol duties were cancelled at 10.5.

The 7LOth TN Bn was ordered to move to the 87th Ini Miv sector and followed
a route from Guermange through Zommeran.e, Loudrefing, )ittersheim, Fenstrange,
Niederstinzel, Pistorf, Sarrewerden, Zaar-inion, Jermingen, Kalhausen, and Achen
to Cross Redercking,

At 1045 CC "B" was placed on a one hour alert to be ready to move north into
the 35th Inf Div areas. This order was later cancelled at 1700, The division _
was alerted at 2030 to move to the III Corps zone to assist in sto :ing the strongz
German counter-attack in that sector, TR ‘ T

The 37th Tank Bn rerained in the sare positions as on the yrevious day and
received interr.ittent artillery and mortar fire, Troops "A" and "B" of the 25th
Cav Ren Sqdn were ordered back to division control with Troop "A" attached to CC
"A" and Troop "B" assigned to (G "B".

19 December 194l :=-

The following troop assignment was made for roverent to the ITI Corps zone,
The Lth Armd Div had been relieved from XII Corps and assi_ned to ITI Corps.

CC mun CC npn Reserve Command
35 g 7/L8%

51 10 25 (=A,B)

53 A/L8BS 704

B/L39 B/ek 2l (-A,B)

A/2k Plat/995 3804

2lat/995 37 1st Plat/16th FH
A/es

Div arty

66

L

aA/lL6

4/126

Both combat comramds were omered to :ore fror their preseat .ositions to an
area in the vicinity of Longwy, Frunce, CC "B" r.oved out .irst and le ft Cutting
at 0030, CC "A" received orders at 0300 to be ready to leave at 0900 and the
appointed hour left Loudrefin; to fcllow the sai.e route taken by CC "B", Both
columns folla:.ed a route from Cuttin. throush | orhdanze, Luppy, ort a lousson,
Caambley, sriey, audun, aumets, and Toniwy, The units of CC "A" bivouacked in
towns in the vicinity of .rlon, 3el.ium, and the CP was located at Turpange. CC "B"
proceeded on through arlon and Jeufchateau ind set zp the C- at Vaux-les=-Rosieres,
The units of (C "B" bivouacked in surroundin: towns. The journey covered approxi-
mately 160 riles and took acout 21 hours, It was ine f{irst time the division had
entered selgiur. The laitter .art of the trip was covered in blackout but the roads
were well :arked and there was no confusion. .o enemy contact was made during the
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march but all bivouac areas -ere ecavily QﬁtpoSted in the ewent oi an enemy attack.
Forward Ecrelon moved fror Fenetrangze at 1215 and closed in Jorry, Irance at
1900. : , : . ‘

20 December 19hh",

Both combat carrands were on an alert status throu ;hout the day and there was
‘a4 general shlftlnc of “troops to bivouac areas west of the longwy-Arlon higthway. The
roverent was “ade to r.ake roor for the 26th Inf Niv which was also in-this area,
(See overlay, 19-20 December 19LL, for location of unit bivouac areas.)

At 0300 two watrols trom CC "2" were ordered to patrol and juard the roads
southwe st of Eastocne, These patrols consisted of two:platoons from Co "D" of the
8th Tank tn an~ two platoon: from the 10th Armd Inf Bn. Mo contact was nade with
the enery. a task force (C/10, A/8, C/22) fror CC "B" led by Capt E-ell, was
ordered to move to Eastogns and makes contact with the 10th Armd and 10lst Airborne
Mvisions, learn the sitnation an” render support if necessary, after peaching
Rasto-ne the force received =« Jlv.si-n order to withdraw and made no conta.t with
tne enery. At 1400, CC "B" was reieased from attachrent to IIT (orps and was
assi_ned to VIII Corps. The general situation in the vicinity of bastogne was
confuced and there was a constant shiftinz of troops to meet the Gerran ju.jernaut
wiich was advancin: toward Rastogne,

A task Torce fram CC "A" coiposed o: /51, D/35, assault uns/35, and rlatoon
a/2l, canranded by wantain .lockafeiler, wao ordered to block all the main roads
aorth and northeast of arlon., They were instructed to be on the alert for enemy
soldiers wearinr American unlionns, but ne threat of the kind arose during the
day. :
The 37th Tank Bn rmoved fron bhittershiem via iornane, .ont a :.oussen, Conflans,
and Longwy to Miex-le-Tige, At 0730 the 25th Cav decn Sqdn no.ed from Ciedesdorf
through Fenetrange, Chateau Salins, Wancy, rort a Mousson, Etain, Syincourt, Longuyon

Lon:wy, Arlon, and closed in ‘ance at 1730. C/704 marched with the 25th while the
reruinder of the “battalion roved with the 27th,

Forward Echelon left Norry, France at 0200 and closed in the new bivouac area
at Arlon, BEI‘,ium at 16000

21 December 19&&--
S—

Durin, the night of the tweatieth and the morninz of the twenty—flrst, the
Germans dr1v1n to the west, had' flanked Bastogne on the nort. an? south, The two
enemy iorces met west of lastoine thus corvletely enclrcllng the town. The 10lst
Airborne to_ether with elenents of the 9th and 10th armored Tivisions were trapped
in Bastozne. Road Llocks and demclitions were set up to halt the rapid advance of
the enemy. -Estimate’ ememy stren. th 1n the Bastojne area was placed at one panzer
and one i.fantry division, Tlans wére r.ade “to yOurter-attack and relieve the
troops that were trapped in Ba=t0'ne.' The Lth Arﬂd Tiv, in conjunction with the
26th and 80th In:antry ﬁ-v1>10nu, was ordered to- attack to relieve the encircled
troops, Orders were issued at’ 2000 that Hour qQUI* ve at 0600 tie followin: day.
Both .ombat corrands were to attack abreast w;th gC "a" on the right, Reserve
Cormand was to Iollow ‘(C "A" and be yrepared to reinforce either combat corrand or
repel counter-attacks f rom the 1lanks, Complete radlo eilence was to be ralntalned
until actual contact was made with the enemy.
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CC "A" asserbled in the vicinity of Wolkrange and Toernich in the afternoon
and then under cover of darkne.. moved to the attack position at Quatrovents, north
of arlon, Troop assisnrents for CC "A" were 35, S1, 66, A/2L, 4/25, A/70L, B/LS89,
and the 274th Armd FA Bn.

Tne units of CC " moved at ni ht to an asserbly area in the vicinity of
Babay~la-pjeuve in preparation to move out the next day. The unit assinrents to
CC "j3n were 8, 10, 22, 3/70L, B/25, A/L89, B/2L, B/hW6, B/126, and the 253rd Armd
FA Bn.

Reserve Command was composed of 37, 53, 9L, 704, (-A,B), 24 (=A,B) and L89

-A,B)Q
( When they arrived in the asserbly areas the units busied them selves in pre-
pvaring weapons, vehicles and other equipment for the attack.

The Le;ion of lierit was awarded posthumously to Colonel Louis J, itorck for ex-
ceptionally meritorious conduct in the :erforrance of outstomdin: services fram 10
Seoteroer 1943 to 30 July 19LL.

22 Decermber 194k :- SR

CC "A" was divided into two tag k forces for the attack toward Bastogne. Lt Col
Oden was in corrand of the ri;ht column and the troops inthis force were 35 (-D),
¢/51, Plat a/2L, Plat A/70L, and £6. At 0600 CC "A" moved out from the assembly
area in the vicinity of Quatrevente, Ioor visibility, heavy snow, 'and ice on the
roads hanpered their roverent, The ri ht column passed throu:h Bonnert and Ober-
pallen but were stopped by a blown bridge at Wiedercolbach, Extensive dewrolitions
erployed as barriers north of Viedercolpach forced them to change their route. From
Niedercolpach they went to irendel, :othorb, Parette, and then merged with the left
column on the .rlon-Dastogne hi hway. At Honscheid the Oden force left the main
nizhway and proceeded east throush lerle an+ the north to Wolwelan ., Their mission
was to vlock all roads leadin; east from hartelan e and set up a base of artillery
fire for slanis' assault on Martelan.e,

iajor alanis was in corrand of the left column of CC "A" and units under his
corrsnd were 51 (-C), 7/35, a/2L, A/70L4, and the 27Lth armd Fa Bn. They left
uatreveate at 0600 and proceeded north along the arlon-3astoine road. In the
vicinivy of Attert a hush crater in the road forced them to halt unitl the orater
was vridsed. The iorce then followed the hi h.ay and recared to attack f.artelanre,
The right column -laced heavy artillery fire on ;artelaa.e but tie left force had to
alter it attack because the bridge over the > re liver was vlown and venicles
could not cross. One corpany of the S5lst crossed the river on & bridze that had
been blown vut remained sli,ntly above the water. They received heavy machine un
and srall arns fire from a hill west of the rain :outhern street. The clearing of
the town was a slow process not corgleted until rornin; due to the fanatical resis-
tance of elements of the Sth “aratroop ™ivision who were ordered to hold the town
at any cost.

At 0600 CC "B" roved out in a single colwn ‘ror the asserbly area in the
vicinity of Habay-.a-ileuve, The column proceeded r>rth and by 03LO had reached a
position just north of 7auviller after passin: t.rs. h aniier. D2atrols were sent
out to the northeast to reconnoiter Ior possible e:sary stron; roints., The pratrols
returned at 1000 and revorted no enemy contact, s» the column cantinued the advance
throuzh Hotte and renufontaine, The bridre over the 2ou du Seulet south of urnon
had been destroyed and Com "3 of the 24th nrrd in. 7n ;reparec¢ to span the stream.
Jhile the bridie was vein; constructed units of the colurn received artillery and
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small arr.. fire from surnon, ~ircct rire iror 4A/8 silenced this resistance and
units of the 10th .rmd Inf on forded the strear: at 1700 and outposted the town.
Nrders were iosued at 2100 to coatinue rovin; all ni ht and by <300 the engineers

had corpleted .he brid_.e over the stream allowing vehicles to cross, Heavy artillery
fire was received from the woods northeast of Burnon and the column could not
advance, Elements of the 5th Paratroop Div. and LOBth Arty Corps corprised the
resistance around Burnon. The 776th FA Bn was attached to CC "B" to give rore fire
power with 155mm howitzers,

Reserve Corrand moved from adange to Juatrevents and at 2300 they received )
orders to move at first 1ight the following day to Holtz for an attack on Bigon-
ville,

The 25th cav icn S raintained liaison witn the 26th Inf Div and reconnoitered
unead of the corbat cormmands. Vigorous reconnaissance by 4/25 pushed spall enemy
croups fror foltz and Perle, 4/25 proceeded as far north as Flatzbourn of Station
where they ran into heavy small arrs fire an? were forced to withdraw to the vici-
nity of wolwelan:ie., They picked up 80 stragzlers from units that nhad heen cut off
by the enemy attack an” took 10 prisoners of war,

23 December 19LL:-

CC "A" fought all night from uouse to house to cliear elements of the 5th Para-
troop Div from iartelanie, By 0300 the enemy was driven from the town and the Oden
column, which had supported the assault with artillery fire from Wolwelange, joined
forces with the left column led by liajor Alanis to continue the attack toward '
Bastogne, Lt Lol Oden was in coriand of the combined forces. At 0600 CC "A" roved
north from liartelange but soon was forced to nalt because of a blown bridge Just
north of town. The ensineers imrediately opegan constructin; the bridge but were
harrassed by artillery and mortar fire from enemy postions on ni,h :round north of
Martelan.e. Durin; the construction work on the cridge an enemy plane dropped a
bomb in the vicinity but fortunately it was a ~ud. At 1435 the 90-foot Sailey
bridze was corpleted and the attack resured, toward the hi_ h :round north of
Martelange. The column attacked the dug-in infantry and erplaced anti~-tank jun on
the Bigh sround with such speed anc fury that the enemy had no time to retreat.

The position was overrun and the personnel were either killed or captured, Three
kilometers north of Martelanse the force raceived anti-tank, mortar and srall arms
fire on the right-ilank from the diraction of Warnach, A task force of 1li:ht tanks
and infantry was sent to Warnach to reduce the opposition which imperilled the
ri:ht flank of CC "A". The task force attacked viarnach after the 66th Armd FA Bn
had 1aid a barraze on the town. The eneriy was driven into the woods north of
Jarnach and when the woods was attacked the enermy infiltrated back into the town.
Darkness prevented another attac on tre town so the force held its ,osition
surroundin; 4arnach, The nain jorce of (C MAM continued movin, along the arlon-
Basto:ne hi :hway north of warnach but proyre.s wss slow .ecause of unfavorable
weather conditions, By 1935 they nai reached i pocition 13 kilometers south of
Basto:ne. GC "A" inflicted the followin, casualties ontre enemy: 20 killed, 1
wounded, 2L rriscners, and captured L US C % R veaicles, 2 US 2% ton trucks and
destroyed one anti-tank .un., The Jermans were usin: ;any of the vehicles that they
nad captured. CC "A" lost a 3 ton truck and an arzunition trailer, '

At 0330 CC "B" resumed the attack toward Chauront fror its position north of
Surnon in .pite of heavy snall arrs fire from the woods to the left of the road.
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By 0855 the columns had advanced to a position 1} ki.ometers south of Chaumont
where the enemy counter-attacked with artillery, tanks, vazookas, and small arms
fire, The attack came from Chaumont but CC "B" continued driving forward and
forced the enemy to withdraw., CC "3" lost one lizht tank but knocked out one self=-
propelled gun and inflicted heavy losses of personnel on the enemy. By 1230 CC "B
had captured the hizh ground southwest of ihaumont and were preparing to attack
Chaumont, With elements of the 10th .rmd Inf Bn riding on their tanks, B/8 attacked
the town after A/8 had fired an artiilery barrage into the town, Enemy artillery,
anti-tank and srall arms fire was received from the high ground northwest of Chaumont
but the attack was successful and the town was soon in our hands., .hile the force
was regrouping to continue the attack toward Bastogne the enemy counter-attacked
from the north, east and west of Chaumont, It was one of the heaviest counter-
attacks received by CC "B" and consisted of between 20 - 25 tanks supported oy
artillery and infan.ry, The attack came with such rapidity that CC "B" was forced
to withdraw from the town and the 8th Tank Bn abandoned eleven tanks, some of which
were' slizhtly damaged, Six of these were later recovered, s tue column withdrew
Chaumont was 1eTt in flames with scarcely a ouilding undama -ed which gave e.idence
of the intensity of the enemy attack., our forces outposted ths hizh ground south
of Chaumont and were regrouping to hold their positions, B/8 was left without a
tank after the counter-attack. The 8th Tank Bn reported shootinz down 2 Focke=
Wulfe 190's during the afternoon., Other enemy losses included one Mark V tank,

2 Mark IV tanks, 50 killed and L7 prisoners, CC "B"'s lo.s of material included

11 medium tanks, 1 light tank, 2 TN's and one C & R vehicle, '

Reserve Cammand maved frrm Holtz at 1005 through Perle to attack Bigonville but
the icy condition of the roads made progress slow, South of Flatzberurhof the force
encountered anti-tank and small arms fire but nur tanks knocked out the enemy guns
and the infantrymen were either killed or captured, Enemy captives wore white helmets :
and white capes. The 53rd Armd Inf Bn was riding the tanks of the’ 37th Tank Bn and
this team drove the remainirg cnemy from Flatzbcurhof, tben prnceeded en tnward Bigm-
ville, The 53rd with fixed baynnets moved through the wceds south of Bigonville and
killed 30 Germans and captured 15. The 9Lth Armd FA Bn fired a preparatory harrage
in the town befrre the tanks and infantry tegan moving in, The apprcaches te the town
were heavily mired and the" 7th had two tanks disabled frem thase mines, Two mere
of our tanks were knrcked ocut by anti-tank fire, One enemy tank and a half track
were destrryed as A,C/53 and A,C/37 frught t~ enter the tiwn, Our artillery fire was
f reing the enemy to withdvaw frrm Bigenville but dakness and extensive mine fields
prevented Réserve Command from taking the tewn. They consolidated their pcsitions
surreunding the tewn amd prepared to capture it the next day, During the night the
enemy attempted to reinfarce its troops in Bigmnville “ut these attempts were thwart-
ed by constant artillery fire, The 9Lth was supplemented by the 177th FA Bn which
had 155mm howitzers, The enemy was using captured American tanks and our force knccke
ed nut one of these, Other enemy lnsses were 1 self-propelled gun, 1 half track, 3
ba.._zo_o}gs, 5‘ machino.guas, 333 killed and 30 prisoners.

The 25th Cav Ren Sq in its reconnaissance nissions during the day knncked out
1 75mm gun, 1 truck, took 17 prisoners and killed LO. '

A kitchen truck frrm Lth Armd Div Trains wsre strafed near Arlen but there were
no casualties,

Throughout the day the forward elements of the combat cemmands could see C/L47

@&anaport_ planos drapping supplies to the surreunded trorps in Bastogne,

3 +
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Total enemy losses for the day were 4 US C & R sars, 2 US 2} ton trucks, 2
celf-propelied guns, 1 75mm gun; 5 machine guns, 3 bazookas, 1 half track, 1 truck,
1 Mark IV tank, 1 Mark V tank, < Focke-Wulfe 1907s; 443 killed, and 118 prisoners,

Our. cacualties were:= ' ' o

: Killed ' kWounded Missing
0ff 3 S 6 ' 2
EM 14 86 21

24 December 1944:-

"CC "B" remained on high ground south of Chaument and were reorganizing after
the strong enemy counter-atiack, Plans were made to continue the attack toward
Bastogne on the following day. Throughout the day enemy bazooka patrols attempted
to infiltrate the positions of CC "B" but were repulsed by elements of the 10th
Armd Inf Bn and the 25th Cav Ren Sq. Enemy artillery, mortar, machine gun, and small
arms fire was received from the woods southeast of Chaument and on the right fiank
of CC."B". At 1230 eight P 47‘s bombed and strafed the woods and succeeded in
silencing most of the eremy guns, Patrols from the 10th mopped up the remaining
enemy in the woods and by 1420 it was cleared.

In the. avening both the Ath and 10th received heavy artillery fire from
encmy positions northeast of Chaumont. «t 2100 the 2nd Battalion, 318th Regi-
mant of the 80th Infantry Division was attached to CC "BY to strengthen the
attacke CGC "B" reported cnemy losscs as L6 PW's, 3 tanks and 1 2nti-tank gun
destroyed. . '

CC "." moved north along the .rlon-Bastognz highway until 0600 when they

stopped northwest of Warnach to regro p and reccive supplicse Enemy patrols ,
infiltratod .into thc woods north of Warnach and were harrassing the column with
small arms and automatic weapons firce -t 1300 a threc-pronged attack began
to clear the cnemy from the Bois dc Morieval, Shock, Susch, 2nd to recapturs:
Yarnach, as the cnemy had infiltrated back.into the town. B5/35 and B/51 clecarzd
the main farce from Warnach after recciving sharp small arms firce . fow snipors
remainad in the town but our forces drove through and proccaded as far as Tin-
tango where darkness and untenable positions forced them to withdraw to Warnach
during the night but were repulsed bafors thoy could inflict any damage, The
other attncking forecs routed enemy infantry from the Bois de liorieval and Shock
Busch, «t 2115, the 1lst Bn, 31Rth Regt of the 80th Inf Div was attached to
CC "A" for the attack toward Bastognce This battalion was only LO% up to strength.
CC "." inflicted the following losszs on the enemy: 160 killed, LO woundad,
135 prisoners, destroyed 2 Mark V tanks, 2 self-propelled guns, captured 1 US
‘2% ton truck, 1 US 2rmored car, 1 3-inch gun, 800 rounds of 30 cal ammunition,
500 rounds of 7Smm 2mmunition, and 100 rounds of mortar ammunition. The 51st
lost 2 hnlf tracks and 1 M5 light tank- = o

Companias ".% and "B" of the 37th Tank Bn and “.." and "B" of the 53rd armd
Inf Bn attacked Bigonvillz a2t 0800 after an rtillery concentration on the town
by the 9Lth .ormd F. Bn. Thc 9Lth also fired on ..rsdorf, northoast of Bigonville,
Stiff encmy resistance in 2nd north of th: town consisted of small arms, artillery,
tzookza, mortnr, and anti-tank firse s our forc¢:s would clear ong section and
begin work on 2nother the enemy would infiltrate into the former section. However,
Rigonville wns clenred by 1600 and the 37th ~nd 53rd pushad on to take tha
high ground north and e st of the town., .t 1500 Roserve command received orders
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to b2 ready 2t 0300 the followiny; day to move to the lift flank of th:e Fourth

4rmd Div for an attack on Bastogne. The 26th Inf Div rolisved Raserve Command
around Bigonville at 1900, During thc day P L7's with US markirgs bombed and
strafed our_troops around Bigonville. Rescrve Command crpturcd 258 prisoncrs

and rescued 39 anlisted men and thrze officers whom the Gurmans had copturaed

in their counter-attacks Somc of tho prisonars proved _to _bg German womon_dresscd l
in mon's uniforms and fully *qulpphdmaixh weapons and ammunition, Equipmen

capturcd or d“stroygd includod 2 LOmm an guns, 20 machine guns, 3 bazookas, h

80mm mortars, 1 2i-ton truck, 1 13-ton truck, anc 2 %-ton trucks. Thc 70Lth

TD Bn lost 1 M18 TB and Biv irty lost an obscrvation truck.

The 25th Cav Ren Sq reported 35 onemy killed and one. prisoncr t-ken during
its rcconnaissance activitizs. for the daye. :

Total cnemy losscs weres - 195 killed, LO wuunded, 5b0 prisonersy 2 LOmm A
guns, 1 75mm gun, 2 self-propelled guns, L 80mm mortars, 1 3-inch gun, 3 bazookas,
200 machine guns, 100 rounds mortar ammunition, 870 rounds 30 cal ﬂmmunltion,

SOO rounds 75mm ammunition, 1 US armored c«r,22;-ton US trucks 1 l3-ton US truck,
1 3-ton C & R, and 5 Mark V tanks,
Our casualtles were: '
. Killed Wounded Missing
off . . 0 8 . 1
M 3k 137 2

25 December 19LkL:-

acting on Division orders received yesterday Remerve Command left Bigonville

at 0100 and closed in an assembly area between Molifaing and Berchoux at 0630,
This move took them to the rear of CC "." and CC "B" and to 2 position on the
left flank, or the Lth .rmd Div. They followed 2 route through Perle, Heinstert,
Habay-la-Neuve, Leglise, Offaing, and Longlier. ..fter regrouping -~nd receiving
sup,-lies at the assembly area B/53, D/37 and C/70L began an attack toward Vax/les/
losieres. They had to remove 2 road block at the entrance to the town but there
w1s - no resistnonce in the town ~nd the column proceeded on throuzh to retite
Rosiere, Only small arms fire was encountered at Petite Rosieres and D/37 and

C/70L moved through without stopping and tock the high ground to the north e-st
while B/53 clenred the town. Sixty-five jriscners were %2ken in clearing the
towm, /37 and »,3/53 followed the other three companizs to Petite Rosieres
where they turned ecast for an attack on Nives. 4/37 ~nd C/53 wroceeded on to
attack Cobreville after .»/37 and ../53 h~d cle-~red .ives of light outpost oppo-
sition. The opposition in Cobrazville ccnsisted of sm:ll ~rms fire vwhich w3
quickly wiped out by the tnnk-infantry teamn. 3Betwecn Cobreville “nc femoiville
a bridge had been destroyed leaving ~ l-rre cr-ter in th2 road. .. bulldozer
from tke 37th Tank Bn remedied this situ~ tion by .ushing 2 n2arby stone wnll into
the crater thus allowing the column to p2s R r01v1lle wns strongly held by
the enemy and the. resistance consistad of. "rt'l; 7, mortar ~nd small 2rms fire
from well concenled positions.” In a well coordilinted 2ttack the 37th and 53rd
moved to tzke the town ~t 1515, C/37 2nd-C/53 took the hirh ground wast of
Remoiville while ../37 1nd :./53 drove into th: to'm with 1ll the _uns firinge
©/37 fired direct fire into the towm in sup.ort -f this attack. Flame-throwers
were used to rout the encmy from cellars and dug-in p.sitions 2nd b 1EQ0,

)

December LL-17




when the tovm wms cle~red, ov.r 300 -risoners had bsen t-ken. Resarve Comnand
posted the high ground north of Ecmoivills for the night. The 94th .rmd F. BEn
supported the attack on Fetite Rosicres, Nives, 2nd Cobreville from sassul and
then moved to Jusserot to firs artillery support for the attock on Remoiville.,
it 1900 orders were recciyed for the attack on Remichampagne, Clochimont, and
Assznois the following morning. 2memy contacted by Reserve Command included the
Sth Paratroop Division and tho LO8th Volks .rtillery Corps. Juring the day
Reserve Command killed 25, wounded 6, took over LOO prisoncrs and captured 60
machinc guns. 4An unidentificd planc strafed the prisoner of war cage at Berchoux
during th> nicht and during this action some of the prisoners attompted to rush
thc zuards 2nd seize 2 machine gune  They were unsuccessful and in the attempt
10 werce killed and 22 wounded.

CC "B" outposted the high ground south of Chaumont and 2t 0850 Co "C" of
the "th Tank Bn 2nd clements of the 10th .irmd Inf Bn attacked L2ambat Chenet
woods to ticir right flank %o clezr out enemy snipers and machine gun positionse.
At the same time the 2nd Bn of the 318th Ropt attacked the woods south of Chou-
mont but were pinned down by machine gun firc., Light tanks from ./8 went to the
rescue and knocked out these cnemy positions. Both woeds were cleared by 0955 and
CC "B stnrted an att-ck to take Chaumont and the high ground northeast of the town.
4A/8 and 2/318 made a frontal assault on the town while C/8 and the 10th attacked
to flank the town on the right. Both attacking forces rcceived hzavy artillery
and mortar fire from Chaumont and Remoiville. By 13LO the force attacking tn
the cast had a platoon of tanks across the stroam northeast of Chaumont but the
31R8th was meating considerable resistance in the towne. Chaumont was completely
cleared of the cnemy at 1915 and the right force held a position zast of Grandrues
Thesc positions werc outposted for the night and plans were made to continuc
the attack the next day. Seven of the eleven tanks abandonczd by the 8th Tank
Bn in Chaumont were rccovered. CC "B" reported thc following cnemy losscs:

67 prisonars, 60 killed, 200 wounded, destroyed 3 88mm guns, 1 lMark IV tank,
and 2 75mm guns.

Lt 0800 CC ®™L" started a thrce-pronged attack to drive through hoavy enemy
resistance in their area, Major ilanis led B/S1 and 4/35 in an attack on
Strainchamps; Lt Col Oden continucd driving north along the /rlon-Bastogne
highway with the remaindor of the 35th and 5lst; the 1st Bn of the 318th Regt
moved from Warnach to attack Tintangce Mnjor ulanis! force moved through Strain-
champs ng2inst light oppositions and haltcd at a position just south of Hollangc.
The 318th received heavy mortar and sm=21l arms fire in the vicinity of Tintange
and repulsed an encmy counter-attack of approximat:ly 80 infantrymcn. Tintange
was heavily occupied but excellent air support parmitted the 318th to cnter with
little opposition. In Oden's column B/35 and C/51 were driving along the left
side of the highway whilc C/35 and ../S1 proccedad along the right sidecs They
met stiff opposition on eithar flank and progress was 3lowe D/35 was sent
to clear the Bois de Melch and in this operntion captured over 200 prisonerse
Major .Llanis rcceived air support in his nttack on Hollange vhich made the taking
of the town a2 much .asicr proc:sse Thz units of CC "A" consolidated their po-
sitions in th: wicinity of Hollange, Tintange, and along the .rlon-3astogne high-
way north of Warnach for the night. Enomy loss.s inflicted by CC "A" includad
250 prisoners, 50 killed, 250 wounded, destroyed 2 mortors, L trucks, L tanks,

L/ machinc guns, 1 half track, captured 3 US half tracks, 3iton trucks, 1 l-ton
trucke Thc 35th Tenk Bn lost L M5 light tanks, 1 medium tank, and 2 machine
guns. Co "C" of th: 30th Chemical Battalion was attached to C3 ".",
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The 25th Cav Ren Sq roported 1l enomy killed and 2& prisoncrs captured for
the day.

.T%ree P 47's bombed and strafed the 66th .wmd Fi. Bn and ../51 causing slight
damage to those units. - It was presumed these planes werec flown by th: enemy.

During the day,.Lt Gen Goorge S. Patton, Jr., visited the CC ™. CPF and
forward clemonts of the combat command. Correspondents from lcading ncewspapers
and magazines awaited the breakthrough to the troops in Bastogne.

Wherever possible the.officers and men were scrvad a: Christmas turkey din.cr
but somc units had to postpone thc dinnor until a lator date.

In the poriod from the 2fnd to the 25th of Decemher 1008 conlistod. men and
18 officor rcplacements were raceivede This was the largbst number aver received
by the Lth Armored Division, : .

Total cnemy losscs for the day included: 146 killed, 743 prisoncrs, LS6
wounded; destroyad 2 mortars, L trucks, 5 Mark I'Y tanks, 6L machinc gvns, 1
half track, 3 88mm guns, and.2 75mm gunse The following US oquipment was recape
tured: 3 half tracks, 3 g-ton trucks, and 1 l-ton truck, .

Our casualties for the day wor:: . )

" Killed Nounded Mssing
) off I I ==
EM . 8 ) 55 1

26 December 19LLt= - . L | .

At 0925 the SLth /irmd Fi Bn and the 177th FA Bn opened up an artillery
barrage o6n Remichampagne and the Bois de Cohet west of .Remichampagne. Simule-
tancously, C/37 and C/53 moved out from Remoiville to cover Remichampagne.from
the weste B/37 and B/53,movod to attack the town from tha south and as the
artillery barrag: lifted ¢/37 supportud their attack with direct firce The
attack was wcll coordinated 88 the artillery completoly workcd over the town and
woods and P L7's bombed and strafed twwgets ahcad of the attacking force,
Remichampagne was cleared by 1059 and our advance w2s so rapid that the cnemy
had not blown the bridge in the towns B/37 and B/S3 moved to = position southwast
of Clochicourt angd 2/37 moed to the high ground northwest of Clochimont to cover
any attack from the vicinity of Sibret, .fter an artillery preparation C/37
and C/53 zntered Clochimont against light cnemy smnll 2rms opposition. Lt Col,
~brams and Lt Col Jaques met in Clochimont to formulate the plans for tho final
drive towird Bastognee C/37 and C/S3 weroe to attack .sscnois with B/37 protecte
ing tho loft flank and.4/53 and ../37 in reserve at Clochimont. 3/53 wns to follow
the attacking companies and hold dsscnois, it 1610, C/37 and C/53 moved to
attack issenois and within sight of the town called for the prearranged artillary
firce It came immediatoly and with graat accuracy. at the outskirts of the town
the attacking force called for the artillsry fir: to cease but procecedad into
the town without waiting for the firs to stops. Tho cantinuation of the artillery
firc caused two of .our tanks to become confised and wer: scparated from the rost
of the column. Ona of our half tracks wns hit but the cnumy was sven more con-
fused and didn't fire a shot at thae attacking forccs C/37 and C/53 procceded
through the town without stopping but the confusion causcd 2 break of approximate-
ly 300 hundred yards in the column, Lt, Boggess' tank was at the he~d of the
colum followed by Lt, Wrolson and a third tank. Yhree-hundred yards behind
theso. three were 2n infantry half track, 2 tank, and Capte Dwight's tank. The
anemy took advantage of the gap in the column by throwing Teller mincs on the road
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and the h21lf track hit onec of thas: minus 2nd cmught fires Capt. Lwight dis-
mounted from his tank:and with the 2id of uninjured members from the half track
hurled the mincs from the rond. The tanks then movad toward Bastogne with their
mrchine guns spraying the woodod arcn on both sides of the road, and 2t 16L5
the hend tank made coninct with the 10lst .irborne bive Encmy infantry and
bizook2 tuams werz so astonishoed at.the sight. of the tanks that very fuw shots
were fired at thame However when the infantry half tracks followed the tanks
thrac of them were knocked out by brzooka fire. £4/53 advanced through: the woods
on foot to widen the path to Bastozne to allow waiting ambulances and sup; ly
trucks to move sifely through to the 10lst. .t 1830 Reserve Command took up
iorimetcr defeonsc jositions around 3nstogne to be in a position to halt any
:nemy count :rthrusts.e 3/53 continucd mopoping up operations in iAsscnois and
a7, turud L28 jrison:rs. .n cnzmy rozimontal and battalion CP-had been locnted
th.r: ond the commanding officars of both ware taken prisoncrse. C/53 lost five
kalf trocks in the vicinity of Ssscnois (1 by our artillery in .sscnois, 1 duc
to 1 minz, 2nd thraez kiocked out by bnzookas along the Jisscnois-Bastogno road).
Encmy casualtiss inflicted bty Rescrvs €ommand included 100 killed, 20 wound.od,
and 592 yrisonzrs.

In tho CC ™." arca the 1st Bn of th. 31%th Rogt sup;orted by /35 movad
out from the vicinity of Tintange to attnck Honville to the northe This town
was fierccly dafended by cnemy small arms and automatic wpa,ons fire but.dircct
fire from C/35 couw:led with the house to housc attack of the infantry ovsrcame the
enemy defensese The 35th (-C) and the 51st attncked Hollange after seizing the
high ground to the north. They ruceived heavy dirset artillery and small arms
firc but air sup;ort knocked out.s.vceral c¢nemy gun positions in the town and
the column scized 2nd outposted Hollange for the nighte 4/35 lost throc tanks
duc to dircct fire in the assault on the town, During the day the 5lst was
strafed by three P L7's but 1littlc damage resulted. For the night CC "a" hold
and outposted positioms on a line from Hollange to Honville. Zncemy losscs in-
flictoed by CC ™i" ware 100 killed, LOO wounded, 315 prisoncrs, one nnti-tank
gug and 1 B8mm gun destroycd. Thay also receaptured 1 US half track and 1 US
X0 o

The 2nd Bn of the 318th Rogt suyi’drtdd by tanks from the 8th Tank Bn
attacked Grandruc from positions on high ground surrouncding it. Small 2rms and
artillery fire were received but the town was quickly coptured and the foree
moved north to attack Hemprc. Tho cnomyswas well dug-in and had well conccalud
anti-tank guns which made progress very slow.. Excellent air suy.ort, which
knockad out cight cnemy gun ositions; aidad:matorinlly the progress of the
forcc. By 1630.they had taken the rond inters:ction wast of Hombreoe ..t 1030
sloments of the 10th armd Inf.Bn attnek.d the woods :22st of Grandruc and by 1200
had clearcd the cnemy from that aroz, and. werc. procceding toward high ground in
the vicinity of Hom,rc. Encmy rsistance consistod chicfly ef small arms firc
and mincs with an oocasional artill.ry shell falling on their positions., Both
forcas outposted high ground around Homyre:for tho nighte. FPlansewcre mode for
an all out drive on Bastognc the next day te.aid Hcsorve Command which had al-
r:ndy broken through. The followinzelosscs wirgsinflicted on the snumy by GO nwane
100 killed, 196 prisomcrs, 150 wound:d, 2 machinz :uns, 2 half tracks, L 8fmm
guns, 1 lark V tan , and coptured 1 US S7mm-gun-and 1 US half track,
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C. "W" of tho 9th /Armorac wivision was attached to the Lth «rmd Div for
the oporations around Bastogn:e :

Tot2l onamy losscs during tho d=y werey 300 kill:zd, 1103 prisoncrs, 570
wounded, 2 machine guns, 2 half tracks, 5 8mm guns, 1 Mark V tonk , and 1 anti-
tank gun, Our forc:s 2lso rccaptured onz US S7mm gun, 2 US half tracks, and 1
US trucke i :

Enemy units cncountired by thz Lth /umd Div in the fighting around Bastogne
were the Sth Paratroop Division and the 26th Volksgrenadicr Division.

Our casualtics werc:-

Killed- Woundad Missing
Ooff 1 3 0
EM 2h 68 2

27 Decamber 19LkL:-

Co "A"™ of the 53rd 4rmd Inf Bn advincad from .sscnois towards Bastogne
clearing the cnemy from the wooded arcas along the AssenoiseBastogne road to
mak: 1t safe for convoys of ambul@nces =nd sur;lics to r.ach the 10lst iirborne
Dive By 0300 thoy had widened the corridor and soon afterwards a convoy of 70
ambulances and LO trucks went into Bastogne. Co "U" of the 37th Tank Bn patrolled
the highway throughout thc daye. Companias "." and "B'" of the 37th remainad in
defensive ;ositions north of Clochimont to nrotcet the division's laft flank
2z1inst ;ossible cnomy countere-nttack, Ths remainder of the 37th Tank Bn remained
in 3astogne to aid the 10lst, No >nemy countemettacks developed during the day
although sporadic artillery fir: full on Reserve Command's ,ositions, The CP's
of the 37th, 53rd, Slth, and Rcs Comd movad to Bastogne. Enamy ilanes bombad
Bastogne during the night but therz was no damage to tha Lth armd Jive When
the 53rd cl.ared the woods alenz tho Bastogne-..ssecnois road thuy:found the
following equipment presumed te hav. beaon knock:d out in yestordayts drives
8 88mm guns, L 105mm howitzers, 2 75mm guns, 300 grenaces, LO bazooka rounds,
8 machine guns, 20 rifles. Enemy losses inflictad today by Rescrve Command weres
15 killzd, 15 wounded, 300 prisonors, 1 LOmm gun, 27 machine guns, 11 bazookas,
5 105mm howitsers, L 88mm guns, 2 rcconnaissance vchiclcs; 2 Mark IV tanks, 3
hnlf tracks, 2 trucks, and 2 37mm guns, -

The mission of CC "B" was to sccur: th: hizh sround northezst of .8scnois,
3stablish contact with the 10lst .idrborne Division »nd to aid in kocapding the
scecondary rond into Bastogne opens The 10th .rmd Inf Bn took tho grouncd southeast
of isscnois ngainst light enemy opposition ~nd by 1500 cntircd the Rue de Bochus
Companics "B" and "C" of the 8th Tank Bn suy;ortod the 10th in this o.cratione
The cloaring of the woods was difficult ~s cnemy infantry wore dug in ond there
Wwere well concealed machine gun and antietank positions, However by 1900 the
force reached the north cdge of thc woods and contacted tha 10lst in tha vieinity
of Bastognes The 2nd Bn of tho 318th fogt attackusd Homura from key’,.ositions
surrounding tho town and by 0A1S had drived the enomy roar guird from the town.
Co "a" of the 8th Tank Bn supportad the 318th, Th: fores movaod north from Hompre
and entered the Bois do Hazy simultancously with the other force gntering the
Bois de Bechus Sniper and machine sun fire mnc. the clzaring of tho woods a
slow proccss but by 1900 they also reached thc north.rn cdge and took u;. defene
sive positions to aid in keeping the road into Bastogn: cliar. Tho 22nd irmd
Fi Bn moved from Burnon to Crandruc during-the day. Encmy casualtics inflicted
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by CC "™ includud: 50 killzd, 75 wounded, 2nd 118 prisoncrs. Encmy cQuipment
destroy.d included L 75mm-guns, 2 8fmm guns, 2 150mm guns, 2nd L half tracks.

Both columns of CC "." attocked ~t 08 O. The lst 3n of the 318th Regt and
C/35 scized Livarcham.s =27ainst modceratc encmy resistance consisting of small
arms and automatic. wea .ons fire. The column -advanced beyond Livarchamps but
was held v by cnemy who were rotr: ating. from’Sainlez. Thc lcft column moved
out from the vicinity of Hollangc to attack Sainlez. Slight resistance was
cncountzred’ betwaen the two towns but Sainlez was strongly dcfondeds Infantry
of thz 51st could not cnter the town witil the 35th -had cncircled it and fired

an 2rtillery barrage into thc town. Thi% barrage forced most of the encmy to
withdraw and the 51st quickmo;., d u.. thce ramainder of the enemy in the town.
Encmy losscs inflicted by CC ™. werc: 262 prisoners, 63 kill.d, 250 wounded;
dostroyad, 2 sclf- ropelled guns, 5 20mm guns, 11 mortars, 18 machin: guns, ’
7 6=barrelzd mortors, 6 half tracks, nnd L jrime movers. They also cnptured
1 3/L-ton US truck ~nd 2 :.cuiSe '

CC ™" of the 9th Lrmored Dlvisiﬁn vhich was attached to the Lth .rmd Div:
had the mission of protecting and wicching the arcea north of the usscn01s-Bas-
togne road and during the dny capturcd the town of Sibret.

Total cnomy losscs during th: day were:- 128 killed, 3LO wounded, 680
irisoncrs; destroyed, 1 LOmm gzun, L5 machine guns, 11 bazookas, 5 105mm howitzcrs,
6 Bmm guns, 2 37mm guns, L 75mm puns, ? 150mm guns, 2 self-propelled guns, 5
20mm zuns, 11 mortars, 7 6-barrsled mortars, 2 reconnaissance vchicles, 2 Mark
IV tanks, 13 half tracks, 2 trucks, and L prime movers; captured, 1 US 3/L-ton
truck, and2 3-ton trucks,

Our casualties werc:=

Killed Wounded Missing
off 2 3 0
EM 19 81 L

28 December 19Lk:-

" Rescrve Command maintained its rposition in Bastogne and along the road
between /iissenols and Bastogne. They ket the corridor into Bastogne open and
rcmained in a position to rerulse enemy countcr-attacks, During the night Bas-
togne was bombed and strafed by enemy plancs and some casualties and camage to
cquipment of Res Comd resulted.s CC M.i' of the 9th Lrmd Div and CC "B" of the
Lth armd Div gained contact with friendly elements in Bastognes This union gave
further protoction to the bhighway into Bastogne and added more sup.ort to the

orimeter defense to the town. Enemy .atrols infiltrated into the woods north
of .ssenoise The 53rd ..rmd Inf Bn attacked the woods and by 1600 had captured
or killod the enemy in that. arsa. The units of Rescrve Command roceived small
arms fire from scattered énc omy mtrols.throughout the da Y but only sporadic
artillery fire was receiveds . p1l2toon of the L67th iiu. Bn was attached to the
37th Tank Bn to give suj,ort ~gainst the iantly cnemy air attacks on Bastogne.

at 0800 the 51st 4rmd Inf Bn and the 35th Tank Bn attacked north from Sain-

12z 2nd éntered L'.rdoisicreo-au-Calvoirs. The woods was lightly defendéd but
during the advanee the force received anti-tank, mortar, and small arms fire from
the vicinity of Lutrebois. The Slst and 35th acdvanced t0 a vosition just south
of Remoifossc where they held lositions for the night. The lst Bn of the 318th
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Inf Regt remained in its osition north of Livarchamus. Thé strongth of this
battalion had dwindled to §O:riflemen and morale was leéw. at 1700 the 3rd Bn
of the 134 Regt, 35th Inf Div, relieved 1/318 but no attick was made after the
relicf., In the evening orders were reccived from Corps that the CC "4" boundury
linc had been moved to the west and was now narallel to ~nd 800 yards cast of
the Bastogne-Marteclange roade The 35th Inf Div was to take over the ositions
now hcld by CC "A" ‘cast of the now boundary -line. Enemy losscs inflicted by
€3 "a" Juring- the day were LO prisoncrs, 16 killed, 67 wounded, 5 half tracks,
1 truck, 1 ammmition cir, 5 stalf cars, 2 anti-tank guns, 1 150mm gun, 2 20mm -
zuns, 1 80 mm mortar, and 5 machine guns destroyed.

In the CC "B" area the 8th Tank Bn and the 10th armd Inf Bn along with the.
2nd Bn of the 318th Inf Regt held defonsive positions along the north cdge of
the Bois de Hazy and Bols do Bechu northsast of Asscnois. Their positions tied
in with those of Reserve Command and the 101st .dirborne Division, forming a line
from Bastogne to /.ssenois. ‘During the day the 8th Tank Bn received scven of the
new type modium tanks (MLi3)e This tank was equipped with 2 76mm gun with muzzle
brake, a horizontal volute spring suspension, and 2 steel track 23 inchcs widc.
i1l units of the division werz notificd of these now tanks for the frontal appear-
ance greatly resembled a Gorman tanke CC "B captured 14 prisoncrs during the
daye e
Word was recceived by the division that Corys anticipated ap cnemy counter-
attack in'the Bastogne area. Gen Gaffoy met with his staff to outlinc his plans
in casz of a counter-attack. Thc enchy attack was believed to be of division
strangth and was to come from the north or northeasts A4ll throe combat tommands
were immediately alerted for the impending attacks The attack did not materialize
so -tha combat commands held their positions awaiting orders.

Heavy fog rastricted visibility ard made operations for the day cifficult.
Forward Echelon moved from Aplon at 1015 andclosed in Rodange at 1130,

Total cnamy lossaes for the day wera, 16 killed, 67 wounxied, Lk irisonerg.
5 h~1lf tracks, 1 trucl;, 1 ammunition car, 5 staff cars, 2 anti-tank guns, 1 150mm
gun, 2 20mm anti-aircraft guns, 1 80mm mortar, and 5 machinc guns destroycd.

Our casualties were:- : ) ’

~ Killed Wounded Jigeing
Bl - 19 31 L
Off 0 o

L 0

29 December 19LL:=

Reserve Command continued to. rotcct the supily route loading into Bastogne
and was alerted for the jossibility of 2n c¢ncmy countor-attack. However no- cone
tact was made with the enemy durin; thc day e -\t 1900 Bastogne and the surrouncing
arca received an enemy bombing attacks Tha 9Lth had one man killed and several
wounded while both the SLth 2nd 37th suffersd damage to wquipments Thore were
five other bombing attacks during the aight and throe cnemy jlanes wero shot downe
During the day the CP's of the 37th and 53rd rmoved from Bastognc to .a8scnois.
In preparation for the prospective cnomy countor=ntiack the units of Lescrve Come
mand asscmbled in the following 2rcas: 37 Tonk bn in arf 2r:2 north of .sscnois;
the S3rd south of ‘Assenois; the 9Lth, west of Hompro; C/2L in the vicinity of
Romicham;.agney C/?Oh% near Remoiville; C/25 near Grand Kogiores. Enomy loses
inflicted by Rescrve Command for 'the :oriod 27-29 December are as follows:

S
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90 killed, 10 wounded, LO ;risonurs, destroyed, 5 trucks, 3 jassenger cars,

14 anti-tank guns, 2 urtlllury Jicecs, 1 personnel carricr, and LO bazookas,
Companies "B" and "C" of the Slst armd Inf Bn, supported by D/35, attacked
Remoifosse at 0800 from Lositions just south of the towne They encountcred
h:avy automatic weajons fire and fought from house to house before they succezdo
in capturing the town at 0950, ..t 1045 contact was made with CC "B" and the lOlst
airbocrne Dive The 51st then consolicdated on a line approximately 800 yards

cast of the Dastogne road to protect the right flank of the Lth .Armd Div until
the 35th Inf Div advanced on the righte i/25 patrolled the loft flank of CC MAY
whilc A/70L .atrolled th: richt flanke Only occasicnal artillcry firc was
rceoived during the afterncin,  The 3rd Bn, 134th Inf Regt movcl from Livar-
chnm, s t2 2ttack Lutrebeis with 4/51 su ;orting the attack on the lcft flonk,.
The forec rec.ived heavy fire from <oyre ssed anti-aircraft guns frem the woods
on thzir richt flank, They secized the high ground surrounding Lutrebeis and
hcld that [ osition for th: nighte The CP of CC "A™ moved from the vicinity of
Jornach to S aveourt curing the Cry. /2l was eonsolidated and ~l:rtod as

n infantry roserve in case of an :nimy counter-attack . Enemy losses inflictew
curing the <ay included 30 killcl, 120 w unded, 27 prisoncrs; destrcyzd, 10
machinc guns, 1 20mm anti-aireraft -un, nd 2 s-ton trucks.

The units of CC "B" consolidatcd thzir ositions with thosc of the 10lst
airborne Division on the left and CC "AM on thc right to form a more sccure
defensive line arcund Bastogne. The 2nd Bn of the 318th Regt of the 26th Inf
Div was rclicved fromattachment to CC "B" and elements of the 8th Tank Bn
and 10th .uamd Inf Bn abgorbed the pnsiticns left by the withdrawal of this unit,
CC "B" had no contact with the cnemy during the day,

Enemy losses during the day (excluding the threc-day rc{ort of Kesarve
Command) were: 30 killed, 120 wowunded, 27 prisoners, and 2 3-ton trucks, 1 20mm
Al zun, and 10 machine gu;s destroycd,

Our casualties were:e

Killed Wounded Missing
EM 6 LL 1
Off 1 1 0

30 Decomber 19LLse

at 0500 a countereattack of at lcast infantry battalion strength sup, orted
by self-iropelled guns and from 20 to 30 tanks developed in the 35th Infantry
Division sector. The s trength of this attack drove the 3rd Pn of thc 13Lth Inf
Regt frcm their positims surroundinz Iutrebois. Encmy infantry clad in US
uniforms infiltrated into Lilrédeisicre=iu-Calvaire and threatened the road lead-
ing into Bastognee Units.of CC ".i" w.rc shifted to the 35th Inf Div sector to
aid in stemming this cnemy drive, ../51 was moved to tho north edge of L'ardois-
icre-iu-Calvaire faéing Lutrebois while B/3SS oecv.ied commanding ground north-
cast of L'rd-isierc-su-Calvoire eled facing Lutrcteise Com; anies "Z" and "C“
of the 51st armd Inf on counfer-nttacked south thr~uzh the woods and clezared out
the cnemy p~trols which had infiltroted into thnt ~rca. Later in the day it
W2s nceessory to swec) back north throuch the woods as morce enemy patrols had
ontered the woodse 4t 1100 six tanks from B/35 cngaged 13Merk VI tanks northwest
of Lutreh.is ~nd destroy:d cleven of thom without the loss of a woods west of the
highway ani one .latoon to cover B/35 against ground attacke. By 1LOO thc counter-
attaek was compgletely btreken up and the lincs were again consolicdated. Good
visibility pcrmitted the air forcc and artillery to coordinate with the ground
forees in breaking up the oo mter--—ttack,
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The plancs knocked out soven cnamy tanks while the artillery troke up cnemy
troo; concentrations. after tho ~ttack had been repelled the units of CC "AW
remained in positions between Lutrebois and Recifosse while CC "B' shifted
over to occupy positions vacated by CC "A", Enemy losses inflicted by CC "AM
incluced; 32 irisoncrs,120 killed, 150 woundec; destroysd, 1l tanks, 2 half
trﬂcks, 1 truck, and 3 self-;ropcllcd junse. 4ir support destroycd seven tanks
anc artillery four.

CC "B" was alerted at 06LO to be roady to go to the aid of CC "A" in casc
the countcr-attack could not be stoprod by theme CC "A"™ was successful in aiding
the 35th Inf Div to halt the cnemy thrust and it was not necessary for CC "B"
to assiste In the afternoon onc company from the 8th Tank Bn and onc from the
10th 4Armd Inf Bn took over the gap left by CC "A"'s shift to the right. CC "B"
mace no contact with the enemy during the day.

In the Resorve Command area tho 37th Tank Bn and the 53rd Armmd Inf Bn moved
to Chaumont from positions in the vicinity of Bastogne and Asscnois. This move
12ced them in a .osition to be able to aild 2ithcr combat command in case the
encmy drive was stronger than anticijntede Reserve Command had no contact with
the cnemy during the day.

The 126th Armd Ord Maint Bn re;ortec 2 peak of 96 vchicles in its shops
for rcpair works Eleven other vehicles had been evacuated for fourth echelon
rc.air,

CC "A" of the 9th Apmd Div was rcleased from attachmentto the Lth /amd Dive

Our casualties during the day werc:=

Killed Wounded Missin
EM 28 oL L

off 1 L 1
31 Dccember 194L:=

Contact with the enemy in 21l three Lth ipmd Div sectors was limited to
iatrol activities. Scveral enemy patrols attempted to infiltrate our ositions
but such 2ttempts werc repulsed, A1l units were on the alert for thcse cnemy
}2trols who worc attired in American uniforms, Sporadic artillery fire fell on
~~sitions of the forward clements, causing some casucltiozs,

The o mbat commands rcmained dn the smme [ ositions they had assumed on the
previcus <day and improved and strengthoned thesc | ositions after yestercay's
¢cxunter-attacke More firm contact wns mnue with the 10lst .drborne Division on
the left and the 35th Inf Div on the richte ‘nother cnemy ~ttack was 2xp.ccted as
it was rzported that they were regrousin~ in the Terre dol'Hesse snst of the
Lth ‘omd Div .ositions. = The artillery o ttalions fired countinually ~uring the day
on this area and the anticipated att~ck :id not materialize. The 37th Tank Bn
was strafed by a lone ;lanc but the <a2maze done was negligibles

411 units of the division were receiving the new MLA3E2 tank 2s replacement
for tanks they had lost in combates Diagrans of this niw type tank w.re sent to
all units so it would not be confusec with cnumy tainks which had a similar front-
al a,pearance,

Enermy casuwlties, mostly from ; atrol activity, wire?

Killed Wounded ¥issine
EM - —10 28 3
- Off 0 1l 0
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Summary for Dccembor:-

Operations of thc Lth Armorc Division for the month of December may be
divided into four .ori <s. From thc 1lst to the 9th the Division was in action
¢ast of the Saar Rivere This wns 2 continuztion of the attack which started
in Novembore Just jrior to cnterins Germany the division was julled out of acte
ion and remained in 2 rost pcricd from the ninth to the ninetc:nthe The units
utilized this jcriod for nceessary maintenance and training of reinforcements
stecreational facilities were rovided and ;asses to Nancy and Paris were in effect.

The third hase of activitics <221t with the long road march from Cutting,
Fronce to the viecinity of .wrlon, “:l-iume. The cleven Division Germen c-ounter-
“ttacks in the VIII Corps 2reza chuscl miny unite in the XII Corys arca to be
shifted nerthward to 217 in haltins the 27“cnsives The divisisn moved from XII
Coris to III Coriss The 150 mile morch was covered in ajjroximatcly nincteen
hiurse This was vory ¢oo7 time consiurine that most of the march was made at
nicht 2n2 ronl nn! weather con'itions . re unfavorable,

The fin2l j.=hse of activities for Docsmber concerncd the attock toward
Bastogne, its subsequent rclief, one the holding action to keop the sup ly roacds
leading into Bastogne o) en.

all three combat commanls ~ttacked toward Bastogne on the 22nd but enemy
resistance was fierce ond there were numirous c. wnter=attackss 4 shift of
sescree Command to the Jdivisicn rirght flank to the left flank .roved to be the
ceciding factor in thc rslief of the 10lst Airborne Division, as Ressrve Command
crove through to open u. 2 su.,ly route on the twenty-sixthe The combat commands
sroent the remaining five days in | rotecting this supply corridor against enemy
counter-att~cks and expanding and strongthening their Losition,

December Statistics:-
Ao  Equirment

1, Enomy equipment capturcd or destroyed from 7 December to 31 December
1944,

d¢ 7 ~ 75mm funs n. 151 = machinc suns
b. 1L - 88mm guns ce 8 - Mork IV tanks

Co
de
Co
fe
Ce
h,
i.
Je
Ke
1.
Te

105mm howitzers Pe 7 - Mrk V tanks

3Tmm suns d. 1l - unidentified tanks

150mm guns re 2L - half tracks

20mm A4 guns ss 15 - trucks

LOmm /.. cuns te irime movers

80mm mortars U, reconnaissancc vchicles
mortars Ve ammuniti-n car
6-barrelled mortars We ‘staff cars

bazookas ) rouncs mortar ammunition
anti-tanks uns Yo r unds o30 c2l ~mmunition
sclf-yropelled uns rounds, 75mm ammunition

DAW NN

[
—~ 3w \Uiw

[l
H

Deccmber LL-26




1Y

2. US Equipment csturcd from thc enemy,
as 1 = armorzd car l-ton truck
be 5 = half tracks : 1i-ton truck
Ce 5 = %—ton trucks - 23-ton trucks
de 8 - 3-ton trucks i S7mm zun
2e¢ 1 - 3/L ton truck

Vehicles lost due to encmy 2ctisn by the Lth ormd Div and attached

mecdium tan'-s

medium tank = 105 hm howe
lizht tanks™

motor carriage - 105mm howe, M7
motor carriage - 7émm zun, M18
tank recovory vehicle, M32
~crsonnel carrier, H/T, M3.1
truck, 3-ton, Lxl

truck, 3/L ton woaions carricr
ambulance, 3/L-ton .
cargo trailer, 2 whecol, $-ton
ammunition trailer, M10

1

2o )-l9
be 1
ce 11
de 1
ce 7
£f. 1
Se 21
he
i,
Je
ke
L,

Casualties, Battlc.
le Enemy

a. Killed - 1433
be Inunded - 1606
@e Prisonecrs - 3236
Lth .rmored Divigien
as Killed - 16 officers, 247 EM
te W-unded - 58 Officers, 851 EM
Ce Missing - L officers, L9 i

Casualties, Non-Battle.
1, 1L19 officers and enlisted mcne
2. Of this total there werz 702 c2 .3 >f cuntnt zxhausticon and 139
cascs of frostbite,

Returnzd to Duty. _
1. From battle casunlties:
ae 17 officers, 221 Eii
2. From non-battle casualties
ae 114 officers, 257 EM

Reinforcements.
1. 38 Officers, 1598 EN
ae 18 officers an? 1008 EM wcrs reczived in the ».risé 22-25 Deccmbers

Strength, Division ( 1 January 1945 )
le 575 »fficers, 52 WO, 9921 Eif

rromotions,
l. Ficld Grade
2e To major - Don T. McKone « Communicati.ns Officer - 35th Tank Bn,
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» 1st Listtonant - 17

attlefiel! 4, sintments
fith Tank Bn - 1

?25th Cnv ilcn Sq - 2
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Lopion of Merit ’

2, Posthum.usly awardcd to Colonel Louis Je. Storck, Commanding Officer
Rescrve Command, for moritori.us conduct in jerformance of cut-
stan'in~ scrviecs from 10 Sa;tember 1943 to 30 July 19LL.

Silver Ster - 3L; 8 0Oak Leaf Clusters

or nrc Stor - 165; 6 (x Lo f vlustoers

C ¥ L.~f Cluster t. Jdr iz 21l - 8

rurile Huoart - 365; 02k Lo~f Clusters - 25

rranition Ex;cenditurc.
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13,

1L,

15,

16,

17.

16,

19,

105mm howitzer oL, $07
7Amm gun 3,261
75mm gun 11,247
75mm howitzer L1l
57mm mun 160
3Tmm gun 1,100
f1lmm mortar 3,213
60mm mortar - 1,374
2-inch mortar smokc bmb 306
T.ckat, 2436-inch 1,168
Grenace, hand, asste 75200
Grenade, rifle, mst 1,690
..‘1'.:1th GI‘J. }'I‘Oj., Ml

Carte Grd. Carb, M6

F;llZG,'Co P, Tc_ 10;

Carbing

Cale 30 asst 1,614,711
dﬁlo eLlS ball - ' 63,000
Cal,. .SO asst ‘ 110’390
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1 January 1945:~
The Lth Armored Division received a letter of vraise from Lt Gen, George S,
fatton, Jr., Commanding General, Third U, S. Army, summarizing the accemplishments
of Third Army. General Fatton wrote the letter on the occasion of his receipt of
the second Oak leaf Cluster to the DSIi, He stated, "This award was bestowed on me
not for what I have done, but because of that what you have achieved," :
During the day the 6th Armd Div, moved through our positions to attack north
and east of Bastogne,
At 2100 the following troop assignments went into effect,
CC"AM ccrpn Reserve Command
37
10 c/25
22 c/2L
B/2L, D/LP9
B/25 c/0L
B/70h
a/LE9
B/Lé
B/126

A/126
CC"A" continued to surport the 13Lth Regt of the 35th Inf Div in holding the
Bastogne corridor open. The 35th Inf, Div. was to attack to the north to relieve
the enemy pressure in that area, Heavy enemy artillery and rocket fire fell on
CC"A" positions during the day as the enemy tried to prevent the 35th Inf Div from

advancing. The 53rd Armd Inf Bn was shifted from Res Cmd to CC"A" reserve to be
in a position to stop an enemy counter-attack on the right flank of the Lth Armd
Div, The 37th Tank Bn remained in Reserve Command but moved from Assenois to the
vicinity of Chaumont to be in strategic position should a counter=-attack develop,
A/25 was released from CC"iA" and reverted to squadron control,

CC"B" maintained contact with CC"A" to the south and the 10lst Airborne
Division to the north, They strengthened their positions and tied in more closely
with the flanking units to be prepared for an enemy attack. There was no contact
with the enemy during the day. An enemy plame crashed in the area of the 8th Tank
Bn south of Bastogne and the two occupants of the plane were taken prisoner,

All division artillery fired on positions of the enemy in support of the at-
tack by the 35th Inf Div, The troops of Reserve Command remained in a reserve
position to support either.combat:comband in the event of an enemy counter-attack
from the direction of lLutrebois, Enemy planes were active throughout the day
strafing positions of the Lth Armd Div, One bomb was dropped in the 37th Tank
Bn area killing one and wounding eleven,

Most of the units enjoyed a turkey dinner but some of them had to delay this
meal until a later date,

2 January 19L45;-

The Lth Armored Division was released assignment to III Corps and was
assigned to VIII Corps,

CC"Z" assembled in the vicinty of Fauvillers to be prepared to move on
orders from VIII Corps, There was no order so the combat command remained in the
vicinity of Fauvillers, They had no contact with the enemy during the day,
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Company "A" of the 5lst Armd Inf Bn aided F/12L in cleaning out a small
pocket of German resistdnce near Lutrebois, .The.enemy resistance consisted.of
small arms and machine gun fire.: F/12L captured 4O prisoners in this operation,
The rest of C."A" remained in pbsition holding the Bastogne corridor open and were
also in a position to- thwazt a prOSpective enemy counter-attack from the woods
east of Lutrebois, - LoAe i

Tpoop "C" of the 25th Cav Ren Sqdn was released from attachment to Reserve
Command and reverted to squadron control,

Division Artillery supported attacks of the 35th Inf Div and fired on call
during the day,

Train Headquarters was strafed by a lone plane but:.no damage was done. -

 Enemy artillery fire fell on various units during the dey causing 26
casualties. This fire appeared to be directed on the Arlon-Bastogne highway,

New enemy units identified in the VIII-Corps area included the 167th Volks
Grenadier Division and the 2nd SS Fanzer Grenadier Regt of the 1lst SS Panzer
Division.

Several units of the division enjoyed a helated kew Years turkey dinner.

3 Jamwary lSs- -

The following trocps 3551gnments became effective at 0900.
cemnt - , ©ocenpe -+ . Reserve Command
T "53¢ T p/70L
35 37 . D/LuBY
10 ~ S 22 : 2L (=4, B)
01 -Cf2%. .
9L ' B/70L
66 " - ‘B2l
As2L - A/LG9
Af70L . B/L6.
B/L89 - \B/126 .
A/L6
A/126
The mission of CC"A" was extended to include the holding of the entire
right flank against possible enemy ceountcr-attacks, Sporadic enemy artillery and
rocket fire fell on the units of CC"A" during the day and night inflicting six
casualties, |
The situation of .CC"B" remained uncnanged with most of the units assembled in
the vicinity of Fauviller and VIII Gorps reserve. This position enabled them to
move in any direction in the event ¢f enemy counter-attack, Troop "B" of the
25th Cav Ren Sqdn was: released from attachkment to CC"”" and reverted to squadron
control, Lo . .

cy o R L T O IO Y R
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L January 19h5--
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CC"B" was placed on’ a one hour ‘alert- to be nrepared to repel enemy counter~
attacks in VIII Corps area. - An ehemy tounter=attack had developed north of .
Bastogne in the vicinity of longechamps, The101st Airborne Division reported this
attack was in division strength, = Co "O™ of* the .TOLth TD BEn was sent to the 10lst
to assist in repelling this attack,.- At: 1145 the::53rd Armd Inf ﬁm_moved from
Sainlez to an assembly area in the vicinity of Chaumont.

Jan 45 - 2
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CC"A" was alerted at 0500 and three task forces were set up to expedite the
CC"A" mission of defending the right flank of the Bastogne corridor. The Bth,
10th (-B), and a platoon of A/70L, under command of Col, Withers, were given the
mission of defending the north half of the corridor, Major Alenis led a force
composed of 51, A/35, and a platoon of A/70L which was to protect the southern
half of the right flank of the Bastogne corridor, The 35th (-A), B/10, and A/70L
(-2 platoons) were to be a mobile reserve for the other two task forces, Lt Col.
Oden commanded this latter fopce, Co"A" of the 2Lth Armd Eng Bn had the dual
mission of road maintenance and acting as an infantry reserve, CC"A"™ made no
contact with the enemy,

Division Artillery remained on call to support the 25th Inf Div and fired
several barrages during the day, Enemy artillery and rocket fire fell on units
positions throughout the day,

More snow fall made the roads 1ncrea51nglj slippery, adding to the perfl of
vehicular movement,

5 January 1945:=

There was little change in the disposition of Lth Armd Div troops and no con=-
tact was made with the enemy during the day, Co "C" of the 10th Armd Inf Bn and
Co "A" of the 8th Tank Bn shifted to a position east of the main highway and south
of Marvis to tie in close with positions of the 6th Armd Div which had fallen back
to defensive positions east and southeast of Bastogne. The enemy counter-attacked
6th Armd Div positions in the vicinity of Marvis but the attack was repulsed with-
out committing units of the Lth Armd Div, Division Artillery fired in support
of 6th Armd Div Artillery in dispersing enemy troop concentrations, Sporadic artil-
lery fire fell on division units during the day and night,

One platoon of C/51 was pulled out of the line for a twaelve hour rest giving
them an opportunity to dry their clothing and clean up, The other companies planned
to follow the same procedure on successive days,

The 53d Armd Inf Bn remained in CC"B" mobile reserve in the vicinity of
Chaumonte All companies were engaged in the maintenance of vehicles and weapons
and in firing rifles, bazookas, and machine guns on a range near Chaumont,

Following is a list of C's of the combat commands: CC"A", south of Sibret;
CC"B", north of Burnon; Reserve Command, north of Remichampagne.

Considerable difficulty had been encountered in the past operation of tanks
gliding from the icy roads, The 126th Armd Ord Maint Bn invented a method of re=-
ducing this hazard. Twoeinch calks were cut out from steel grousers werg welded
to the steel track of the tanks, They ran parallel to the long axis of the track
and were welded on every fifth blocke.

6 January 1945:-

An acvparently authentic report from a prisoner of war stated that the enemy
prepared to attack from the vicinity of ILutrebois at OLOO the next day, CC"A" was
alerted and prepared to meet this enemy attack, C/35 moved to a position southwest
of Remoifosse and west of the position of C/8 to be in a reserve position in the
event of an attack. C/8 was attached to the task force commanded by Colonel
VWithers, Division Artillery concentrated its fire on positions known to be assembly
arcas of the cnemy., Results of these.barrages could not be obtained as poor
visibility forced all aircraft to be grounded., A/2L sanded the iey roads in case
of a possible movement by CCHaA",
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The 53rd nrmd Inf Bn rcmained in the vicinity of Chaumont and continued
maintenance of veh:clcs and equipmente . Troops also fired the 81mm mortar on the
range,

Brig Gen Earnest v151ted the CP of the 35th Tank Bn at 1500 and dlscussed
plans to be used against.an attack by the enemy,

An MP control point to handle leiSlon supply trﬁfflc was established at
Salvacourt,

The weather was overcast and foggy but the temperature had rlsen.

7 January 1945:m=

The eremy counter=attack scheduled for OLOO failed to materialize and a
prisoner stated that our artillery ccught the enemy in their final assembly area,
inflicting heavy casualtics and preventing an attack, Later reports from friendly
sources verified this information, C/35 moved south to its former position north
of Sainlez and revertcd to battalion controle.

CCMA" of the 6th Armd Div reccived an enemy attack of 700 infantry and from
10 to 12 tanks in the vicinity of larvis, That attack came from the direction of
Wardin and Benonchamps and first reports told of enemy penetrations, All, units of
CC"A" of»the Lth Armd Div together with Co "A" of the 10th Armd Inf Bn were alerted
for immediste movement to support the 6th Armd Dive No further orders were given
and by 2100 the 6th irmd Div had halted thc enemy attack and the Lth Armd Div was
not committed,

The 53rd 2nd 37th fired the necw »50 and ,30 callber machine guns of the small
arms range and were given a demonstration of the new flash-hider,

At 1915 a report was received from 2 friendly CF in the vicinjty of Marvis

of a peculiar odor which resembled gas, +Tests, however, established the fact that
the odor was not gas,

Under the rotation system for return of officers. and enlisted men to the
United States for 30 days pest and recuperation, another group of 36 enlisted
men and 3 officers departed from the division ( Par 1, SO 3, Hq Lth armd Div cs)"

8 January 1945 :=

An order was received from III Corps th2t Lth armd Div trocps were to be
withdrawn from positions along the cast flank of the Bastogne corridor by 090800,
CC"A", which held positions along the cocridor, was alerted for movement tc an
assembly area west of the ArlaoneBastogne highway,

Heavy snowfall followed by high winds hampcred the unlts in their operatlons
during the daye

The following trOﬁp list, wcnt 1rto offect at 213C,
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¥aj Gen Gaffey ond Brig Gen Doger conferred with the commanding general of
the 101lst airborne Division at Eastogne on coordination of the two divisions in
an attack north to Noville, CC"B" w=s to be on call to support the 101lst whose
attzck was to begin 9 January. At 1600 there was a meeting of 2ll unit commanders
at the CC"B" CF to discuss the pluns for this operation, The CC"B" assembly was
in the vicinity of assencis. Th. 36th and 53rd moved from Chaumont to :ssenois
and both units had closed in the 2ssembly arca by 2245,

Enemy contzct in the CC"A" sector was confined to sporadic artillery, mortar,
and rocket fire, approximately 20 rounds fell in the C/10 arca wounding two men
while scveral rounds struck ncar the 51st CF knocking out the headquarters
maintenancc truck. Brig Gen Earnest visited the CF's of the 10th, S51lst, 8th, and
35th during the doy to discuss ccming operational procedures, and the possibility
of sccuring reinforcements. B/35 replaced 4/35 in support of the 5lst and 4/35
reverted to battalirn control, The 66th armd FA Bn moved from Strainchamps to
Hette and remoined for the night.

Reserve Command rceccived ordcers te asscmble in the vicinity of Chaumont to be
in 2 positicn to suppert the attack to the north or to go to cither flank of the
Bastogne corridor in case of 2n c¢nermy counter-attack, Division Artillery was to
support the attack of the 10lst towzrd Neville, At 0930 Reserve Command was
ordered to rceccnnciter 2 route to twe objectives in the vicinity of Luxembourg
and makc 2 study on and abcut these cbjcctives so the division could formulate
plans fer cmergency countcr-attack purposes. Elements from the 2Lth and 70Lth
were sent out/on this mission, Aprroximately five bombs werc dropped in the
vicinity of C/126 at Chztmelle, Belgium, at 1030, It was not known if the bombs
werc dropped oy the enemy or by 2 friendly plane in distress, There were no
casualties from this attack. Welders were sent out by the 126th Armd Ord Maint
Bn te weld ca2lks on the tracks of divisicn replacement tanks at Etain, Francae,

9 January 19L5:= .

The 101st Airbcrne Division did not attack toward Noville and CC"B", which
w2s. to suprort this attack, was relleved from attachment tc the 101lst at 1900,
CC"B" recelved orders to move from their assembly area northeast of Assenois
to an assembly area northeast of Bastogne and to be prepared to attask the follow-
ing mcrning, This mcvement took place while enemy artillery shelled the roads in
the vicinity of Bastcgne, but by 1900 all units had clcsed in the assembly area,
The CC"B" CT mcved from Assencis to a position northeast cf Bastogne, Unit com-
manders reccived the plan of attack and the division cobjective was the town of
Bcurcy. The 10lst and the 6th and the Lth Armored Division were tc attack abreast,

The units of CC"A" werc withdrawn frcm pcsitions protecting the right flank
cf the Bastogne corridor and at 1600 had closed in an assembly area ncrthwest of
Sainlez, OGOC"i" then moved to a positicun southeast of Bastcgne with all units
closed in at 1830, Preparaticns were madc for the attack toward Bourcy at 0900
the following day, CCU"A" was to attack parallel te and on the right flank of
CC"B", Some artillery fire fell cn the positirns cf CC"a" during the day but
nc casualties cr damage resulted. Major Cohen, commanding officer of the 10th
armd Inf Bn was evacuated for illness and Cartain Young assumed command,

Rescrve Command was alerted to move at 1LOO to follow CCMAM but the orders
were changed and Reserve Command was not to move until the following day.

10 January 1545:-

Bothcombat commands moved out from their assembly area in the vicinity of

Jan U5 - 5




Bastogne at 0600.t- attack t-w rd Ecurcy. after an artillery proparation by the
6th armd Div they crcssed the line of departure at 0500,

In the CC"a" secter Captein Ycung led a task forece cemposed of 4/10 and
B/35 in the attack while Lt Col 0Oden was in cemmand of the ~ther cimparies of the
35th ond 10th which were hcld in reserve,  Trecp "D of the 25th Cav Ren Sqdn
maintaincd contact between the two combat ccmmands. Initizl resistuncc c.nsisted
~f scattered small arms fire and the force advanced aprroeximately 1000 yards and
cleancd out 2 woods cf enemy 1nfuntry. as the foree reached cpen ground beyond
ths wecds, enemy artillery cpened up cn them from the north and east inflicting
L1 casuelties on A/10 in less than an hecur, - B/35 started with c¢leven tanks but
after the attack had only two as fcur were knccked ocut by the enemy and five
cthers had enccuntercd difficulty with tracks on the ice and had tc be rcpalred
The . task force was fcereed te withdraw into the wocds where they dug in te held
their gain, CCU"A" received crders to break off the attack and remain in position
until relicved by units <f the 6th armd Div, C/10, B/35, and C/35 were relieved
at 1800 and tcgcther with the cther units of CC"aY meved to the rrlglnal assembly
arca scuth of Bastogne. All units had clescd in by 2200, '

Trocp "C" of the 25th Cav Ren 3gdn maintained cont:ct between 101st Alrbnrne‘
Divisicn 2nd CC"B". By 1000 the units had rcached a p031t10 approximately 600
yarda beyong the line of departurc, Thby.cnccuntcrcd only smzll arms fire in
the first part of the advance., at 1235 they encountered direct fire and mertar
fire from the north, The 37th Tank Bn succeeded in knocking cut cne anti-tank
gun and two self-prcpelled guns. ot 1350 orders werc reccived tc break contzet
with the enemy and move tc an assembly arca in the vicinity of asscnecis, 41l
units clcscd in the assembly area by 2050,

Reserve Command remaincd in 2n asscmbly area in the vicinity of S»lnlez and
was zlcrted to go tc the support of cithcr ccmbat command. The CF ~f Res Cmd
naved from Martelange to Hompoe,

Orders were received that the hth Armcred D1V151cn was released from VIITS
Corps and placed in Third Army Rescrve and was to prepare for immedizte mevement
tc pesiticns in the vicinity of Luxembourg City.

Znemy units contacted during the day included the 340th Volks Grenadier
Divisisn and the 382th Veolks Artillery Cerps., .

The srtillery secticn cof B/126 changzd the ree.il -il stuffing b-x packing,
changed the ¢il and adjusted the rear head :f = 105mm b witzer which hnd bewn
firing defectively., This was the first time this type [ cporaticon was pbrfgrucd
by the companys .

- Qur c2sualties wcruo-

_ Killed -inded Jiesing
EM 17 L7 BY
Off . - 0 ' 1 0

Enemy losses durimg the day includéd B3 killed, 75 wounded, 18l rriscners,
1 anti-tank gun and 3 s;lf-prcpellci gunsg justrrfﬁd.

.

11 January 19b5.-

REY OSOO crdcrs were recclv 1 by the divisi-n fr =,Third .rmy that shrulder
patches were to be removed amd vbblcul“r 1r51g*1~'ﬁAu t be ~blitcrated, Radio
51lence w2s to be m2irtaimed urtil ;urthpr nctific2tion _

Maj Gen Gaffey held a ﬂcutlﬁg of 211 unit cvnwaniurs 2t 0800, Orders were
issued at this time for movemsnt of ths lelglnn t> 2 gencral pesiticn south
of Luxembcurg, " .

Jan LS = 6




The first Units mevod:iat 1600 2nd by 120600 all units *had clesed in the
new assembly arci, Ccld woeather, icy roads, darkness, and hcavy traffic of
cther divisions impeded mevement ~f the divisicn but the mzrch was made w1thout

S"JltlLSa

F-1lowing 1s a llst cf thc dlSpeSltl”n cf units of the- lelsion in thu new
asscmbly area, .

10th Armd Inf Bn - Gandren, FanCC, ’

Slst Armd Inf Bn ~ + (vic) Roussez le Bourg, France

S3rd armd Inf Bn Hassel, Luxembourg

fth Tank Bn : : : Boust, Luxembourg

12 Junuary 1945:-

411 units cf the divisicn had closed in their assigned areas by 0600 ord all
men were in billets, Mcst cf the day was spent in maintcnance of vchieles, clean-
ing weapons, perscnal cars, and camcuflaging vehicles, an crdir was received that
vehicles would be whitewashed to blend with the snow,

Brig Gen E2rnest reccnnoitered rcutes and studied the terrain of twe pessible
areas which Third Army cons1dcred the division might have to countere-attack if the
reported enemy build up in that arca cansummated in an attack, The two areas
were thcse held ‘by the Lth Inf Div and the 2nd Cav Group.in the XII Corps zcne,

: The 66th Lrmd FA Bn moved from Himeling, France tc 2 pcsition in the vicin1ty-
of Buver, Luxembourg with the mission cf suppcrting the Lth Inf Dive The SLth
Armd F4 Bn moved from Frisange, Luxembcurg tc wgcker, Luxembourg tc reinforce the
255th FA Bn of the 24 Cavalry Groupe

The 53rd armd Inf Bn established a security road patrol between H2ssel,
Luxembcurg and the 25th Cav Ren Sqdn which was located in Centern, Luxembcurg,
units were on the alert for pcssible enemy paratrocpers,

Fcrward Echelcn closed in Redemack, France at 0530 after an overnight march
from Redange; Bclgium,

13 January 1945:-

The divisicn received an crder from Third irmy tc mcve to an area generally
west of the Thicnville~Luxembourg highway, An enenmy ccunter-attack was expected
in that area and .the divisien was to be in rescrve in the event the counter-attack
occurreds Officers from the .varicus units were ordsred tc reccnnoiter for billets
at this new positior and by 1400 all had reported finding suitable billets,

Units of Reserve Command mcved first with CC"i" and CC"B" to follow on
division crder, The 8th Tank Bn left Bryst; Fronse at 1500 and closed in Mender-
cange, Luxembourg at 2000; .The :rsute cf march w2s thrcugh Hettange Grande,
Kanfen, Vclmerange, Dudelange, Kayl and Esch. .The distance ¢-vered was approxi-
mately 18 miles., The Glst AfmdiInszntwas ﬁlertnﬂ frr mevements at 0830 the
follewing day, :

Other units ~f the dlvisicn complet;d whitows shlng thedir vehlcles and contine-
ued maintcnance cper':.tlﬂnse Church serviczs were held 2nd shewer facilities were
made avzilable, SN - . : : . co

g January 1945:= = e .‘. . -;]

Cole William P, Withers was recleased frem assignment with CC"i" qnd.vas
appointed assistant Chief of Staff,
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The units of CC"." mcved tc the new zassembly west ¢f the Thicnvillew
Luxembourg highway, The 35th Tank Bn mcved from aspelt, Luxembcurg at 1130 and
closed in Hagen and Easse, France at 1330, At 0900 the 10th armd Inf Bn received
~rders to move to the new area, They moved out fr-m Fixem and Gandren, France
at 1145 and closed in Frisange, Luxembcurg and Evrange, France by 1430,

Reserve Ccmmand CP moved frem Dodenhcven and clesed in Kayl szt 1500, The
S1st srmd Inf Bn mcved frem the tewns of Evrange, Briestrcff la Grande, Rcussy
1a Bourg, and Roussy le village, France at 0830 and clesed in Bergen, Nocrtrange,
PcntePicrre, and Schifflange, Luxembeurg at 0946,

The units of CC"B" remained in pcsiticn and ccntinued the maintencnce cof
vehicles and cleaning of weapcns and equipment., Red Cross Clubmobilcs visited
the battalicns and mevies werc shcwn, The men were also taken for shcowers,

The 66th and 9Lth armd FA Bns continued to suppcrt the 2nd Cavalry Grcup
and the Lth Inf Div,

The 126th Armd Ord Maint Brn reported that all company shops were crowded
with vehicles for maintenance repairs, This day was the peak for the month with
5L vehicles of the divisicn inoperntive in the battalion shops;

15 January 1945:~

The Lth irmered Divisicn and attached units were assigned tc ZII Corps in a
reserve capacity,

Forward Echelon mcved frem Rodemack, France at 1230 and closed in Dudelange,
Luxembourg at 1400,

The 53rd Armd Inf Bn left Hassel, Luxembcurg at 1430 and closed in Dudelange,
Luxembourg at 1515, The 37th Tank Bn moved from Itzig, Luxembourg and clesed in
Dippach, Reckange, Limpach, and Bettange, Luxembcurge. The distance ccovered was
apprcximately 30 kilometers,

The 35th Tank Bn gave driving instructicns and crew drill tc reinforcements,
The G5lst .rmd Inf Bn was engaged in range firing. The cther units cintinued m~in-
tenance »f vehicles and cleaning of wcapons and equipment, The men were afforded
the cppcrtunity to take showers and attend mcvies,

Flans were issued to the units of the divisicn for ccuntering and enemy 2ir-
berrne landings,

16 January 1945:-

Maj Gen Gaffey visited varicus units of tie divisi-n during the day and
ccrmended them for their cperaticn in the firhting 2rcund Bast-gne, Units
visited included the 8th, 27th, S1lst crd Z3rd, H: orosented Lt Col ibrans with a
seccnd 0ak Leaf Clustcr to the Silver Ctar and cwarded Lt C-1 Jaques with the
Oak Leaf Cluster tc the Silver Star for their acticn which cpcned the road to
Bastogne,

Brig Gen Dager visited the CP of the 37th Tank 2n to discuss the subject of
camouflage and plans for use against a p-ssible cnemy counter=attzck,

At 1920 G-3 directed CC"B" to z2lcrt -ne battery ~f the 22nd .omd Fi Bn and
2 company from cach ~f the S3rd Armd Inf Bn 2nd the 37th Tank Bne,. A company from
cach -~f these units was to be kept ¢n an alert status at alltimes. /22, /53,
and D/37 were immediatcly placed cn an alert statuse

Brig Gen Earnest visited the CF's c¢f the 10th irmd Inf Bn and the 35th Tank
Bn and crdercd them to place :n c'mpany <n an alert status. The ccmpanies alerted
were to be rotated at the end ~f each day. B/35 and B/10 were the twc companies
alerted,
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ascting cn orders from Rescerve Cormand, the 51st Armd Inf Bn placed B/51 on
the 2lert for pessible employment 2gainst an enemy airbcrne attack,

The 14hth Armd Sig Co held daily classes fcr the training of radic men whe
had recently jcined the divisicn as reinforcements., The infantry battalions cone
structed firing ranges 2nd the men reccived further training in firing the rifle,
mcrtar and machine gun, Maintenance and rehabilitaticn. continued with all men
given the cppcrtunity to take showers and attend church and meviese

17 January 19452~

One combat cocmmand cf the divisicn was placed on an alert status until further
n-tice, CC"." and CC"B" were tc rotate daily beginning with CC"B" at 083C. The
new situaticn had nc effect on the previcus crder which alerted a tank and infantry
ccmpany frem cach battalicn, These companies were to be alerted on the days when
the cimbat command to which they were attached was nct alerted. The fcllowing
trccp list went inte effect at 1530,

CCMaM cecnee Reserve Command
10 53 51

35 37 8

A/25 c/25 D/25
if2k B/2l c/70L
h/70L B/ 704 D/L89
B/L89 A/L89 c/2bL
A6 B/LU6

h/126 ' * B/126

st 1400 there was a meeting <f unit commanders at Divisicn Headquarters:in-
Dudclange, Flans werc discussed as tc the coperation ¢f the division in the event
nf an cnemy counter-attack, Training plans fcr the rest period were alsc cutlined
in casc the division was not committed to acticn, -
The units continued training and maintenance werk, 2Ngers Were constructad
fer small arms weapons and tanks, The men enjcyed the hcspitality of the pccple
cf Luxcmburg 2s some of the units were billeted in private hcmes, Each unit
c-uld scnd 5% cf its strength cn pass to Luxembcurg City 2nd a quota was establishe
ed fir passes to Poris,

18 January 1945:-

There was nc change in the mission cf the Lth /irmd Div, The division was to
be ready to counter-attack in the XII Corps zone or to repel an enemy ccuntere
attack in the area scuthwest of Luxembcurg City, Flans were drawn up for the
defense of towns 'in which the divisicn was billetad in the event cf an airberne
landing or an enemy counter~attack, The senicr -fficer in each town was placed
in charge of the defense plan and was t: c¢~-:rdinate his plans with thcose of other
trcops billeted in the towm,

The 70Lth TD Bn was relcased frem tactieal attachment tc the Lth .armd Div
and tactically attached tc %X Corps,

The 22nd Armd Fi Bn moved frum Bivange, Luxenbcurg t~ Wecher, Luxembcurg
tc relieve the 9Lth armd Fi Bn which was supperting the 2d Cav Group, The 22nd
fcllowed a route frem Bivange through Itzig, Sandweiler, Niederanven, and Berg.

The units cf the divisicn ccntinued their training program and vehicular
maintenancc, Mcvies were shcwn te 211 units and passes tc Luxembourg City and
Faris were available,
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19 Jenuary 1945:-

The SLth irmd Fi Bn which had becn relleved by the 22nd irmd Fa Bn moved -
from Wecker through Iuxembourg City, Bettenbrurg and Kayl tc an assembly arca in
the vicinity of Rumelonge, Lux;mb\urg.

Brig Gen Dzger visited the 53rd wrmd Inf Bn and presented awards te :fficers
and men whe had distinguished themsclves in recent engagements,

Fersennel who were nrt employed in security measures participated in ccmpany
training and schedules, The 10th Armd Inf Bn fired the 8lmm and 60mm mcrtars. on
the range, Other units fired the rifle and machine gun while thb tank battalicns
were engaged in crow drill and driving instructions,.

The recreaticn and rehabflitaticn program éontinued with church services,
n-vics, passes tn Luxembcurg City, showere and visits by the Red Crcss Clubme-
bile. The Divisi:n Band began a tour of the units to entertain the trcops.

“mi-r Edward H, lfeyer, S-3 ~f Divisicn Artillery, was transfcrrcd tc the 66th
armd FA Bn, where he was appcinted exccutive cfficer, M2jcr .ndrew D, Fickard,
cxecutive <fficer of the 66th Armd F. Bn was transferrcd te Div art as Se3,

20 January 19453-

The Lth armecred Divisicn reccived a letter cf commendaticn from Lt Gen Gecrge
S. Eatten, Jr., fcr the supericr perfrormance c¢f the divisicn in thc relief cf.
E2stigne. Follcwing is the' first paragraph cf Gén Fatton's lctter: "The cutstand-
ing celerity ~f your movement 2nd the unrcmitting, vicicus and skillful manner
in which you pushed the attack, terminating at the end «of four days and nights cf
inccssant battle in relief cf Bast ngne, ccnstitute cne <f the fincst chapters .in
the zl.ricus histery -f the U, Se .rmy."

The Distinguished Service Cr-ss was awarded to Stzff Serpeant Clyde E, Work-
man, 10th .rmd Inf BEn, for extr2-rdinary hercism in cemnectirn with military cperae
ticns 2zcinst an crmd enemy f£or many hercic acts which distinguished him as an

-utstinding, ccuragecus soldier,

will Lanz, renresunting Time and Life magazines, and Errcst Hzuscr -f the

Stturdny FVurln st visited G-2 tc 2bt2in informati-n for steries on the relicf
f Eastrgne,

21 Jonunry 19L5:-

The Lth wrm red Divisicon reccived 2 letter fr r Suvoreme Hewlguorters 4llied
Expediticnary Frrece relatines the tbtitude f the Germans toword this division, |
F 1ll.wing is an cxtroct from the letter: "The Lth armored Division is b.th feared
and hated by German front-line tro-ps beczuse -f its high ¢ mb2t efficicney. Scme
imerican W's who could speak and undcrstond Gerron wers t-1d by cnemy scldiers,
and -fficers that the Lth armcred Divisi-n has guined 2 reputatlcn am ngst the
Wehrmacht of being 2 crack armrred unit donger us 4 pposc,”

‘ 4 representative from ITI Corps visited G-1 to zzather infrrmaticn from the
after-acti.n reports ~f the Bastogne buttle. He szftad th2t IIT Ccrps wanted te
use this infrrmation t¢ submit the divisicn £or 2 Jresidonticl Citaticon, :

i:2ajcr Rocksfeller ~f the 51st was sppcinted terperary commanding <fficer of
the 10th but returned t- his <riginzl unit when }Maj-r C-hen returned t~- the 10th
fr-m the hosuitil, ‘
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22 Jaruary 1945:<

Brig Gen Earnest w2s released frrm duty with the Lth armd Div and was appcint-
ed Commanding Gemeral, «f the 90th Infantry Divisicn,

Ccle Williom Fe ithers was relzzsed frem duty with the Lth irmd Div and was
assigned tc command the 17th armd Group,

Col, Hayden », Scars, formerly with the Lth armd Div as commanding cfficer of
the 35th Armd Regte. and mcre recently the commanding officer of the 17th irmd Greup
was assigned tc the Lth irmd Div and was appcinted ccrmanding officer of CCMal,

ot 1500 21l units <f CC"B" t:gether with the S51st Armd Inf from Res Cmd was
tlerted for mevement to the 5th Inf Div sectcr in the vicinity of Diekirch,
Luxcmbourg in the event cf an enemy counter-attack. Intelligence repcrts showed
thit the 2nd Tanzer Divisicn was in the vicinity of Vianden. at 1900 orders wcre
reccived net tc move but the units continued on an alert status,

Maj Gen Gaffey visited the 10th irmd Inf Bn and presented Maj Cchen with the
02k Leaf Cluster t- the Silver Stzr. C-1 Blanchard visited the 51st armd Inf Bn
ond presented awards to the Officers and men whe had distinguished themselves in
recont engagements,

An anti-sabctage team from Third .army presented a demonstraticn for the 10th
armd Inf Bn shcwing sabotage methods used by the enemy and how to counteract them,
The 126th Armd Ord 2int Bn sent a tire inspecticn team to the units of the divise
ion to inspect and correct deficiencies in tire and tube maintenance, The L6th
Med Bn conducted classes in first aid fer its members shcwing new methods and
giving training to reinforcements,

Movies were shcwn by the units and passes tc Luxembourg City and Esch
centinued,

23 January l9h5;-

The fellewing tro-p list went intc effect at 0830,
CCMim ccna" Reserve Comrand

53 10
37 ‘ 8
c/25 n/25
B/2lL D/L89
A/l89 : c/2L
B/L6
B/126

»t 0530 the fcllowing changes in trc-p assignments were anncuncede The 10th Armd

Inf Bn was transferred to CC"A" and the 51st armd Inf Bn was shifted to. CC"B",

The units of CC"B" werc alerted for mcvement tc an assembly area in the general
vicinity of Lintgen., The 53rd left Leaudelange at 1415 and closed in Rollingen at
1600, ccvering a distance of 15.8 miles, The 5ist mcved cut from towns in the
vicinity of Esch at 1625 passing thrcough Betterbrourg, Luxembourg City, Beggen,
Beraldange, Wrlderdenge, and clcsed in Heisdcrf, Service and Headquarters
Companies rcmained in the vieinity of Esch. The 37th left Dippach at 1610 and
closed in Reckange~les Mersch at 1800, C/25 mrved from iltzingen to Beringen with
the missicn being prepared to lead CC"B". The 9hth moved from Rumelange - to
Lourentzweiler tc suppert CC"B" if they were committed. 4 party from each of thesc
units remained in the towns formerly cccupied by the units tc hold the billeting
areas in case CC"B" was nct committed,
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CC"aM was alerted to moeve to an assembly are2 between Luxembcurg City and
arlen but no mevement -~rder wids issu.d., The units ¢f CC"u." c¢continued their train-
ing schedules but passe¢s were disccntinued because ¢f the 2lert, The 10th armd
Inf Bn -conducted an NCO schrcl t¢ crienthte the NCC ¢n his duties in battle. The
Third ..rmy anti-sabctnge team v1smted units c¢f the division and presented demon-
straticns,

2l January 194S:-

Maj Gen Eddy, Commanding General of XII Corps, visited CC"B" headquarters
"nd plans were drawn up for the commitment cf CC*B" in the Lth, Sth, cr 87th Inf
Div scctors in the evcent o»f an enemy cocunter-attack, Officers from CC"B" contacted
the Lth Inf Div and made cverlays of rcutes and terrain in that zone,

CC"i" remained c<n the alert and billeting partics recrnncitcred the proprosed
1ssembly area northwest :f Luxembourg City, Units of CCMA" continued their training
schedules which included firing cn the range, crew drill, and rcad marches,

The 66th and 22nd irmd Fi Bns continued to suppert the 2nd Cavalry Grcup and
the 87th Inf Div,

Gel received a call from XII Ccrps that the Lth Armd Div had 2 quota of 20
enlisted men tc work their way hcme on a hospital ship for a ten day furlecugh at
home,

25 January 1545:=

CC"i" remained -n an alert status thrcughcut the day but ne crders for commite
ment were reccived, ot 1900 a meeting of unit commanding -fficcrs was held at the
CC"s" CF. tc discuss triining schedules in the event the ccmbat command was ncot

committed,

Commanding Officers «f the units cf CC"B" had a meeting at the Ccmbat Ccrmand
CP, They discussed the posgibility of replacing the light tanks with mcdium tanks
with the exception cf thise used by the 25th Cav Ren Sgdn, Training schedules,
discipline and types cf unifcrm were alsn subjeets fror discussicn,

Ccl Blanchard called a mecting of unit commanders of Reserve Command tc bricf
thcm cn the present situation and t2 cutline @ perati-ns «f the units should the
divisiin be committed to acticn,

Co1l Earnest A, Bighby,. fcrmer nmimber <f the Lth armd Div but ncw scrving with
the 90th Inf Div, was awarded thé legisn -f Mcrit for excepticnally meritcrious
ccnduct in the perf-rmance cf Futstendlr” scrvices frem 12 September 19LL t: 2L
Octeber 194U,

Filets of P L7's from the 9th uir Foree visitéd the Shth armd Fi Bn and dis-
cussed airegrcund ccoperaticn, the cevéring cf flak tarcets and the use cf smcke,
The 27th Tank Bn began hclding .2 daily formaticn to read the latest war news tc the
men and to give them pertinent infcrmation that might be helpful in ccmbat, The
35th Tank Bn fired the assault gun on the range ‘and Col Sears witnessed the prac=-
tices The 10th irmd Inf Bn cenducted. a driving schorl to familiarize all men
with the vehicles used by the battalicn,

26 Junuary 1545:-

Twenty enlisted men from the divisicn left today for a ten day furlcugh in
the United States, They were placed c¢n tempcrary duty with the Channel EHase
Sceticn for roturn to the Zone of Interior as ncnemedical attendants cn a hospital
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ship and werc sent to the 15th Replaccement Command Depot for transportation, (Par
1, SC 20, Fq Lth AD ecs,)

The 10th, 51st and 53rd Armd Inf Bns were alerted to take over a portion of
the Lth Infantry Division scctor until that division was relieved by the 80th Inf
Div, Officers from the infantry battalion yecomhodterdd.the proprsad ¢ombat zcone
to study available routus and terrain features, Maj Gen Gaffey visited the CC"EM
CP and ouscrved this preposed committal in the Lth Inf Divn zone,

The units continucd their training programs and those which were not alerted
attended a USO show at Basse, Luxembourge

27 January 1945:-

Each infantry battalion turned in its three motor-carriages - 75mm howitzer
i’8, ond was issucd 105mm howitzer mounted on ML tank, increasing the fire power
of the infantry assault guns. Considerable time was spent on the range firing
this new weapen for familiarizaticon,

licw winter clcthing in the form of wool mittens with leather coverlng, scarfs,
and show pacs was issued to units of thc division,

The thrce infantry battalions remained on the alert for movement to the 80th
Inf Divisicn sector but no orders for this move were received. The 80th Inf Div
had relicved the Lth Inf Div the previous nighte

Training programs and maintenance work were continued by the unlts and movies
werc shown to the officers and men in the evening,

28 January 1945:-

At 1500 orders were received for the three infantry battalions to be rcady to
meve the fellowing day to relieve elements of the 80th Inf Div on the line in the
vicinity cf Bettenderf, Luxembourgs

riajor Yeul M Havens was relieved from assignment as S~2 with CCMAM" and was
assigned to duty with the 35th Tank Bn, Captain Harry C Dunton was releascd from
the G-2 Scction and was announced as S«2 of CC"A", Captaln Joseph A, Ccstello
was rclcased from duty as executive officer of the 35th Tank Bn and was assigned
to Lth Armd Div Hcadquarters,

Each rifle comrany of the d1v151on was authorized 18 BAR's to incrca2sc their
small arms fire power,

The units that were not on an alert status were zuthcrized to rcesume passes
to Luxembourg City and Esch on a 5% basis,

In a G=2 special report it was stated that the Germans had been using a device
known as a "Troublemaker", This device imitated the noise of machinc guns and was
set up in woods to resemble a strongly held position,

29 January 1945 :-

CC"B" was attached to the 80th Infantry Division and was ordered to relieve
the 319th Regte The 319th Regt was attached to the Lth irmd Div for operaticnal
centrels, The 10th armd Inf Bn was transferred from CC"a" to CC"B" at 0830 and the
shift placed thc three infantry battalions with CC"B",

The 10th Armd Inf Bn moved out of Frisange at 1530 and closed in Mastroff at
1930, Theyrclieved the 1st Bn of the 319th Regt with "A" and "C" Companies going
on the line and "B" Company in reserve, The 51st Armd Inf Bn moved out from Heism
dorf at 1600 passing through Boficrdange, Lorentzweiler, Rollingen, Mersch,
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Crutchen, Schronweller aﬂd‘Gl&SQ‘rf. COMpany At went to Fouhren; Company "pr
tc Longsderf; Company "C" asscmbled at a position along the Nlcderberg Ridge east
of Bittcrsdorf; . all companics were in p031tlcn by 2200, The 53rd Armd Inf Bn
moved from Rolllngcn at 1400 and arrived in Bettendorf at 1600 to relieve the 2nd
Bn of the 319th Regt, The 53rd was to rcmain in a reserve position and be prepared
to go intc the-line to support the 10th or S51st, TrOﬂp "D" of the 25th Cav Ren
Sqdn moved from Beringen to Diekirch with the migsion of maintaining patrcls and
outposts in the rear of the 5th Infantry Divisicne
¥aj Gen Gaffey visitcd the CP of the SLth armd FA Bn and presented awards to
~fficers and men who had distinguished themselves in the fighting around Bastogne.
The tank battalions were engaged in rewhite-washing vehicles as rain and an
improper mixture had caused the first coat of camouflage to come off,
Units which were not in the line or on the alert were permitted to send men
on passes tc Metz and Luxembourg City, N
The fcllewing trocp assignment went into cffeet at 1700,
CC"n ccnan Reserve Commiund
35 10 8
3/319 51 1/319
66 53 D/25
1/25 c/25 ... D/L89
+/2L 5/2L c/2L
B/LEY 2/189
A/l B/k6
/126 B/126
2/319 and thc 37th were under divisicn control,

30 January 19453

Sargeunt Paul Perter, Company "B", 53rd Armd.Inf Bn, was awerded the Distine
guished Service Cross fcor extrarrdlnlry heroism in connectlon with military overa-
ticns against the enemy during the acticn in the capture cf Domfessel, Fr“nce°

The 10th, S5lst and 53rd held pcsiticns cn the frent line in the viclnlty of
Settendorf, Luxcmbourg. Enemy pillbexes and drageon's teeth were clearly visible
from thcir frcnt line positions and enemy scldiers c-uld be seen in the distance,
There was little enemy activity and the infantry battalions received occasicnal
small arms and mortar fire.

The 9Lth .rmd Fa Bn mcved from.Laurentzweiler .te the vicinity of Buver and
Uiecker to relieve the 66th urmd Fi Bn in suppert of the 2nd Cavalry Greup. The
66th mcved to an assembly arca porth of Hiollenge 'nd the CP was lgcated at
Pcppange,

The 1st and end Bns, 319th Regt ~f the ACth Inf Div, which was attached to
the Lth armd Div, clcsed in ass.mbly arcas at Kchlen and Rcollingene

31 January 1945¢= | .;',Q

The IOth, S1st and SBrd Scnt out n*ght patrnls t~ riccinnciter in front cf
their p051t1“ns, lcocate pillboxes, and chgck, fir- possible ercssings. of the Cur
River. The river was found to be unsuitable fir cor.ssing because the melting
sncw had caused it to rise and flow sw1ftly. Prisoncrs . of war captured by the
patrcls were idertified from the 2nd and 7th Companies, 915th Regt -f thc 352nd
Vclksgrenadier Div, Scme smell arms fire was received frem the vieinity «f.
Y~asdorf during the duy, Trocp "C" of the Sth Cav Ren Sqdn patrolled behind the
front line of the infantry battalions.
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The 3rd Bn, 319th Regt., S0th Inf Div moved frcm the front line and assembled
in the vicinity <f Heisderf,

The 37th Tank Bn installed =2 flame thrower on .cne tank and experimented with
its use on the range, First trials with the flame thrcwer were successful,

Summary for January:e

During the first nine days <f January the Lth Armored Division protected and
improved the corridor south cf Bastcgne, In the acticn around Bastogne the division
was assigned to III Corps but on the 2nd was assigned VIII Ccrpse The division
was constantly cn the alert for enemy counter-attacks against the corridor, for
there were reperts of heavy enemy tank activity northeast and cast of Bastogne,
Enemy air activity was prominent during the first part of January and severzl units
were bombed and strafed,

On the 10th of January the Lth armd Div and the 10lst Airbcrne Divisicn countere
attacked to the north of Bastogne and made good progress but orders were received
late in the day to halt the =2ttack and move to an assembly area in the vieinity of
assencis,

The division was crdere¢d tc mcve to an assembly area scuth of Luxembourg on
the 1lth to be in a position to step a prospective enemy counter-attack in that
sector, The division was released frcm VIII Corps and was placed in Third Army
Reserve, This move to Luxembourg was made in secrecy as there was radio silence
and vehicular markings and shoulder insignia were remcved, On the 13th of January
the units moved to an area west of Thienville-Luxembourg highway as an enemy
counter-attack was expected in that area, The divisicn was assigned to XII Corps
in a reserve capacity on the 15th and during this pericd in Army and Corps reserve
training, maintenance, and rehabilitation were carried on, The combat command
rotated so that a daily alert was in effect against airbcrne landings cr counter-
attacks, .

On the 29th the three infantry battalions, which were ussigned tc CC"B" were
attached to the 80th Inf Div and moved to the vicinity cf Bettendorf, Luxcmbcurg,
to take up defensive pcsitiong along the Our River,

January Statistics:=

Ae Equipment,
le, Enemy equlpment destroyed
aes leanti-tank gun
bs 3eselfeprcpelled guns
2, Vehicles lost by the Lth Armd Div duec tco enemy action
2=-tanks, medium
l-tank, light ’
lacar, armored, M8
l-carriage motﬂr, 105mm how., M7
9=trucks, g3 ton, Lxh
2-trucks, B/h ton weapons carrier
T-trucks, 2% ton 6x6
3=trailers, l-ton, 2 whecel cargo
letrailer, ammurniticn, M10
hth Armd Div vehicles wern cut through fair wear and tear and replaced
during the month,
a, 23-tanks, medium
bs 3-tanks, light
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B

Cs

E,
Fo

G,

He

Cq l-carrlbr, pers nriel, half Track, M3Al
d, 6=-trucks, % 'l;on Lixl

Battle Casualtles.
1. Enemy. )
a, Killed - 83
b, Wcunded « 75
¢, Priscners - 18lL,
2, Lth Armorcd Divisicn
24 Kllleq - 32 EM,
b, Wounded = § Off 219 EM
ce Missing,- 17 EM

Wrn-oattle Casualtles.
1. L5 El 19 off

Returned tc Duty.
1, From battle casualties
a., 276 EM, 13 Off
2, Frem'nen~battle casualtics
a, 221 EM, 7 Off , . ,
keinfeorcements, - o
1. ALS Ev, LO off '
Styength, Divisicn' (1 February 19LS)
610 cfficers; 51 warrant Lfflcbrs, 10,082 EM
Premctions,

'1le TField Grade

a4 Mdjor'té Lt Colcnel . '
Robert M, Parker, commanding officer, 9Lth armd FA Bn
Dan C, Alanis, ccmmanding cfficer, 51st armd Inf Bn
Albin F. Irzyk, ecmmanding officer, 3th Tank Bn

be Capt2in to Major
Lawrence E, Fleischman, S-L, Divisicn urtillery
‘Denald ¥, Hateh, Exccutlve Pfflcnr, 2Lth Armd Eng Bn

2. TJo captain - 9

3, To 1lst Licutcnant - 17

L, Battlefields dppcintments by unit

“ a4 10th Armd Inf Bn - 1
be 25th Cav Ren Sqdn - 2
Ce h89th AndlW Bn -] .
d, 8thTank Bn' =3 = o
€ 22nd Arm@ Fi Bn = 2 '
fe '83rd’ Armd Inf Bn - 3
ge 35th Tank Bn -

Awards, :
1. Dlstlngulshed Service Crcss
a, .wardéd o Sgt Paul Ferter, 53rd urnd Inf Bn, for cxtracrdinary
hercism §n connecticn with military cpcraticns against the cnemy during
the 2cticn in the “capture of Demfessel, France,’
b, .warded tc S/Sg} Clyde E, Werkman,' 10th Armd Inf Bn, for .xtra-rdinary
" hergismirn connggticn with militery cperaticns 2gainst an armed enemy,
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2 lLegion <f Merit,

a, awarded to Col, Ernest A, Bixby, fcrmer member of the Lth Airmd Div,,
now serving with the 90th Inf Div, for exceptionally meritcrious
conduct in the performance of cutstanding services from 12 Scptember
19Ul to 2L Octcber 194k,

3. Silver Star - 853 Oak Lcaf Cluster ~ 19

Lo Scldier's Medal - L

S« ZIrrnze Star - 272, Oak Ieaf Clusters = L0
6. Air Medal - 3; Oak Lcaf Cluster = 6

7. Purple Heart - 358; Oak Leaf Clusters - 108

ammuniticon Expenditure,

1l 105mm hewitzer L2,969
2. T7hmm gun 1, 806
3. 75mm gun 1,282
Le 75mm howitzer 1,195
5. 37mm gun 940
€s Blmm mortar 712
7. 60mm mcrtar 90
8. 2-inch Mcrt, Smk. Ecmb 198
9« Rccker 2,36-inch 630
10, Grenade, Hand asst 2209
11, Grenade, Rifle isst 200
12, «dapt, Grde Prcja., M1 L8
13, Carbine L0800
1, Cale #30 iasst 296118
15, Cal. .45 Ball 50600
16, Cals 450 asst 27815
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1 February 1945;-

The Lth Armd Div received a letter of cormendation Maj Gen Maxwell D, Taylor
Commanding general of the 10lst Airborne Division, for reovening communications to
Bastogne which permitted vital sunplies to reach the 10lst, Following is a quota-

tion from the letter: "It has been an honor and a privilege for this division to
serve alongside the Lth Armored Division., If we are ever in a tight spot again it &
our hope that the Lth A.md Div will be sent to set us out." - -

The 10th, 51st and 53rd Armd Inf Bns, whichwere holding defensive positions
along the Our River in the vicinity of Bettendorf, Luxembourg reported little acti-
vity on the line. An enemy attempted to infiltrate positions of the 10th Armd Inf
Bn but was driven off by small arms fire, Rain and melting snow had raised the
Our Aiver to flood stage csusing activity in thatarea to becomestatic,

CC" “"remained on a one hour alert status for counter-attack purposes in case
of an enemy attack and nenetrate along the line from Kickirch southeast along the
Saar River to the Moselle River, or in the event of an airborne attack in the vicini-

ty of Luxembourg City.

Other units of the division spent considerable t ime in training reinforcements
and getting vehicles and equipment in good condition. The 37th Tank Bn gave more
demonstration and additional training with the flame thrower which they had recently
installed on one of their tanks,

Six~hour passes to Luxembourg City c ontinued for the units whichwere not
alerted and shower facilities were available for the officers and enlisted men,

2 beruary 1945;-

The 10th Armd Inf Bn attacked from Mostroff toward Hoesdorf, Luxembourg at 2200
but was soon forced to halt because of anti-personnel mines.

Priseners of war captured bv the 5lst Armd Inf Bn from an enemy patrol were i-
dentified as -being from the 6th and 7th companies of the 915th Volks Grenadler Divi-
sione.

~ The 126th Armd Ord Maint Bn sent out several crews toweld chicken wire on A
the front,. sides, and turret of medium and light tanks for inserting natural camoue
flage material,.’

The 22nd and 9Lth Armd FA Bns continued to supnort the 2nd Cavalry Groun and
the 76th Infantry Division. The 70Lth TD Bn supported the 94th Inf Div in the XX
Corps zone in the vicinity of Ober-Perl, Germany.

The tank battalions fired the 37mm, 75mm, and 76mm guns on the range, Other
features of the training schedule included mounted and dismounted road marches,
orientation on the current war situation and movies. .

3 February 19453 -

Ihe 10th Armd Inf Bn c antured the town of Hoesdorf, L,xembourg early in the
morning against r ear guard small arms resistance., Several rounds of artillery fell
in the, town at 0730 but little damage resulted,

The 53rd Armd Inf Bn was alerted at 2100 for movement to the vicinity of Beau-
fort, Luxembourg to relieve the 3rd Bn, 318th Regt of the BOth Inf Div. At 1745 the
37th Tank Bn was alerted to move from Reckange-IeslMersch to their former assembly
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area at Dippach. The 25th Cav Rca Sqdn was alerted to move from Divpach to Schiff-
lange to make room for the 37th Tank Bn,

The 1236th Armd Ord Maint Bn sent several welding crews to a demastration
by Third Army Ordnances on welding the armore plated fronts of salvaged medium tanks
hulls on the front of medium tanks to give added nrotection. The demonstration also
included the welding of armor plate on the sides of the tank.

Unit of the division received a quota of officers and enlisted men to go on
to Paris,
Ly February 19L5;-

The 319th Regt of the 80th Infantry Division was released from attachment to tie
Lth Armored Division at 0800, The 10th Armd Inf Bn was released from attachment to
the 80th Inf Div and reverted to division control at 2L00. The 51st Armd Inf Bn was
attached to the 319th Regt of the 80th Inf Div and the 53rd Armd Inf Bn was attached
to the 318th Regt.

The 10th Armd Inf moved out of Hoesdorf on the front line at 1900 and closed
in an assembly area in the vicinity of Frisange, Luxembourg, shortly after midnight.
The 53rd Armd Inf Bn moved from Battendorf at OROO and closed in an assembly area in
the vicinity of Beaufort, Luxembourg at 1100, The distance travelled was amproxie
mately 1L miles. The 53rd Armd Inf Bn relieved two companies of the 3rd Bn, 318th
Regt. of the 80th Inf Div, The 37th Taxk Bn moved out from Reckange-les Mersch at
0800 and closed in Dippach, Luxembourg at 1000, Troop "D" of the 25th Cav Reh Sqdn e
moved from Dippach and closed in Schifflange at 0945, The 35th Tank Bn was alerted
to move to the vicinity of Sandweiler,

CC"A" reported that a flying bomb landed southeast of their CP near Preische at
0512, There was no damage military equipment, .

5 February 19L5;-

The following troop list went into effect at 1200,
CCuAn ccnpn Reserve Command
35 3T )
10 c/25 D425
/25 B/2L n/L89
A/2L A/LB89
B/L89 B/L6
A/L6 B/126
A/126 :

66th =« supporting Sth Inf Div
9Lth - suprorting 2nd Cavalry Group
Slst - attached to 80th Inf Div
53rd = attached to 80th Inf Div
C/2L - attached to 1135 Ener Grouo
995th- attached to 1103 Fryr Group
70Lth- attached to XX Corps
The 51st Armd Inf Bn captured seven nrisoners who deserted, swam the Our River,
and made their way into our lines.
The 94th Armd FA Bn moved from Buver to Herborn, Luxembourg, toreinforce the
775th FA Bn, whichwas s uprorting the 2nd Cavalry Groun, The 66th Armd FA Bn moved
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from the vicinity of Peppange and Bivange at 0900 and closed in an assembly area
rorth of Consdorf Luxembourg 2t 1LLS to support the Sth Inf Div and reinforce the
L6th Fu 2n, Th: 35th Tank In rov.i frem Hojon, France :t 0900 to Sandweiler,™

Luxcmbeurg closing in at 1100
The E3‘7‘!;h Tank Bn gave a demonstration of the thrower mounted on a tank for

officers of the division, including Maj Gen Gaffey and staff officers.

The 126th Armd Ord Mair%.'Bn began welding additiondl a rmor plate on the front
and sides of the medium tanks. Their equipment proved inadequate for this operation
so welders and tanks were sent to Third Amy Ordnance to complete the work.

Capt, Cuilliam J. H.rn, 70Lth TD Bn left to attend the Information-Education school
for officers in Paris,

White camouflagesuits were collected and turned in as the rain and mild weather
had caused the snow to disappear. The white camouflage had also been washed from
the vehicles by the rain,

6 February 1945;-

A groun of fifteen enlisted men from units of the division were placed on

temnorary duty with the 17th Replacement Depot and further temporary duty to the Re-
ception Stations in the United States for thirty days rest and r ecuperation. (Par },
SO 25, Hq Lth AD cs), ‘ o

The 51st and 53rd Apmd Inf Bns whichwere attached to the 80th Inf Div, re-
ceived instructions for the attack of the 80th on the following day. The 53rd, which
was located in the vicinity of Beaufort, Luxembourg, received orders to fire all
its guns at enemy targets across the Our “iver, This operation was assigned to.
create a disturbance in the vicinity of Beaufort to divert the attention of the
enemy from the proposed.crossing of the Our River by the 318th Regt, south of Del-
lingen. The 51st was to s upport the 319th Regt with fire from all its weapons.

The Lth Armd Div received an order from XII Corps that men and vehicles would
not congregate in large groups, This order caused the units to alter their training
schedules which had originally called for road marches and firing on the range,

. A meeting of battalion commanders was held in Division Headquarters at 1530
for briefing of future XII Corps operations and possible employment of t he division
in these plans, ' ’

Interrogation of prisoners of war disclosed that the enemy was using naval and
air corps pérsonnel in the infantry with no additional training. ‘

7 February 19L5;-

The XII Corps attack to cross the Our River began at 0100, The S3rd and Slst.
Armd Inf Bns supported the 80th Inf Div with artillery and small arms fire.
By 1245 the 318th Regt had two companies across the river and had established a N
bridgehead 600 yards wide and 300 yards deep. In conjunction with the attack of
the 80th.Div the Slst Armd Inf Bn advanced from the vicinity of Gilsdorf and
seized the Our River town of Bettel, Luxembourg. They received considerable artil-
lery fire from across the river and encountered many anti-persommel mines. :
Company "C" of the 70Lth TD Bn was released from attachment to XX Corps
and reverted to division control. The company moved from the vicinity of Ober~ferl,
Germany, and closed in Bettembourg, Luxembourg at 1300, The company was assigned
to CChAvw, ) ) ) ' -
The 35th Tank Bn conducted a school for officers atthe battalion CP. .The .
subject of the coursewas "Counter-Intelligence", ’
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8 February 19L5;-

A meeting of all battalion commanderswas held at division headquarters at
which time it was disclosed that the next objective of the division was Bitburg,
Germany., After the 5th, 80th and 76th Infantry Divisions had crossed the Sauer,
Our, Prum and Nims Rivers, the Lth Armored Division was to pass through their
positions in a drive on Bitburg, '

The 53rd and 51st Armd Inf Bns held positions along the Sauer and Our Rivers
near the junction of the t wo streams., At 1600 a platoon from B/53 relieved Company
wK® of the 318th Regt across the Oyr River. The 51st received intermittent shel-
ling during the day, otherwise the situation remained unchanged. A/51 was in a
vosition under direct observation from enemy pillboxes across the river. Their
movement was restricted so as not to draw enemy fire. A squad from Co "C" of the
305th Engr Bn was attached to the 5lst to remove mines from the roads in the vicini~
ty of Bettel to facilitate the movement of suprlies., While they were working an en

emy high explosive shell struck a pile of mines they had removed and the subsequert
explosion killed one of the squad and wounded several others,

The 66th Armd FA Bn, in the vicinity of Consdorf, laid down a smoke screen for
the 10th and 1lth Regts of the 5th Inf Div to cross the Sauer River in assault boats
Four assault guns of the 8th Tank Bn were ordered to move toswport the 5th Inf Div
attack in the vicinity of Zchternach,

The 10th Armd Inf Bn was placed on a 1% hour alert to go to the suoport of the
51st and 53rd, but they continued to hold classes on psychological warfareand traini.
in the assault of a fortified position. The 126th Aymd Ord Maint Bn furnished two
officers and 39 enlisted men to drive rerlacement vehicles from Paris for the 70th
Army Ordnance Group.

The division was removed from the secret list and markings and insignia were
repainted on the vehicles.

The tankbtattalions removed the stell-cleated blocks from the tracks of the
tanks as they were tearing w the roads since.the snow and ice had disaopeared.

9 February 1945;-

_ The Uistinguished Service Cross was awarded to 1st Lt Frank R Kutak, 53rd Armd
inf Bn., for extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations against
an armed enemy in an attack on Remoiville, Belgium,

The 51st and 53rd Armd Inf Bns, attached to the 80th Div., continued to hold
positions along the west bank of the Oyr hiver in the vicinity of Beaufort. They
received sporadic shelling throughout the day and night. The platoons were rotated
in theline to give the men an opportunity to get warm meals and dry clothing.

At 0800, four assault guns from the Sth Tank Bn, were dispatched to assist the
5th Inf Div with added fire power in their attack across the Sauer River.

The Administrative Center moved from Morfentaine, France to Fsch, Luxembourg.,

10 February 1945;-

Major Harry R Van arnam, former commanding officer of the Slst Armd Inf Bn, anl
four enlisted men were placed on temporary duty in the Zone of Ipterior for approxi-
mately sixty days to participate in a production incentive tour and will report to
the Adjutant General, Washington, D.C. for further instructions.,
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There was no chenge in the rositions of the Slst and 53rd Armd Inf Bns along
the Our hKiver, The 10th Armi Inf Bn remained on a 22 hour alert to be prepared to
relieve cne of the battalions along the Oyr River.

The other units of the division continued their training schedules and re-
vainted unit markings on their vehicles. Movies were shown in the evening and
passes to Luxembourg City and Eschwere in effect.

The Division Signal Officer proc¢ured cade practice oscillators for issue to
units to train radio operators in code and net vprocedure.

11 February 19L5;-

The 53rd Armd Inf Bn was relieved from attachment to the A80th Inf Div and
rcverted tc CC"B" control. The battalion moved from front line nositions in the
vicinity of “ezaufort, Luxembourg at 0930 and closed in the vicinity of Rollingen,
Luxertourg at 1125,

The assault gun platoon from the 8th Tank Bn was relieved f rom attachment to
the Sth Inf Div and returned to Mondercange at 1130.

The 66th armd FA Bn moved from Consdorf to the vicinity of Berdorf and contin-
ued to support the operations of the 5th Inf Div.

Other units of the division continued maintenance and rehabilitation schedules
Church services were « €1l attended and trucks were available daily to transport the
men to showers. Movies were shown in the evenings and visits bv Red Cross Club-
motiles werewelcomed,

12 Fcbruarv 19L5;-

Thirty-four enlisted men and thrce officers were nlaced on temporary duty with
the 17th Reinforcement Depot for return for further temnorary duty to reccption
stations in the Unitcd States for thirty days rest and recuncration. (Par 1, SO 3Q
Hq Lth Armd ¥iv cs),

Captain Eugene R Berky, 35th Tank Bn, was placed on temporary duty with the =«
38th Reinforcement Bn, to give orientation lectures to r cinforcements.

The liLth Armd Sig Co dispatched a radio crew with half track to each the 5th
and 80th Infantry Divisions for liaison dutics.,

The 53rd Armd Inf Bn moved from Rollingen at 1000 and closed in Ludelange at
1115. The battalion was placed in CC "B" reserve.

Orders for relief of the Slst Apamd Inf Bn werc cancclled and they were slerted
for a possible encmy counter-attack.

13 February 19L5;-

Lt Col William L Nungesser, former execcutive officer of the 2Lth Armd Eng Bn
in England, rejoined the division and was named cormman-iing officer of the 2Lth,
reclieving Major Alonzo A Balcom Jr., who was 2ssign.d to the 168th Combat Engr Bn.

At 1930 the 5lst Armd Inf Bn received s heavy concentration of machinc gun and
small arms firc but artillery and mortors retaliatcdwith a barragce that pinned the
enemy down and silcnced the small arms fire. Hewevir the tattalion remained on the
slert throughout the night for a possible encry countir-sttack.

The 22nd and 9Lth Armd FA Bns continucd to suprort the 2nd Cav Group snd the
76th Inf Div, The 9Lth knocked out threc cnimy six-gun batteries whiech had been
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firing on troops crossing thc Ssuor River, This observation was msdc bv a pilot
from the 775th FA Bn.

The 10th Armd Inf Bn emphasized in their training schedule theassault of a
fortificd vosition and the use¢ of stached chorges ©nd bagalore-torpedocs. The
bettalion remained on 3 2% hour alcrt status.

Small quantitics of new type winter clothing were issued to scversl units of
the division to tcst the durability and practicability of this apparrel

The 37th Tank Bn had a meeting of company commanders to stress the immortance
mdaxplsin the method of Dreoarlng the efficiency rcports which were to be made out
on 31l officcrs,

1L February 1945;-

The 1hlith armd ®ig Co began a three-dav instruction course for all artillery
oocrators in the division on the nomenclature, tuning and opcration of the SCR 506.
The artillery battalions wcre in support of adjacent units so the instructors
conducted the classes under difficult conditions,

Total casualtics of the division since 17 July 19LL rcached the 5000 mark on
tiis datc, This casualtics figure included 1085 killed, 3624 wounded, 5 captured,
and 286 missing.

The units of thc division continued their training programs in prepsration for
futurc opcrations. The training consisted of assaulting fortified positions,
mountcd and dismounted rosad marches, and firing large and small calibre weapons on
the raongce.

Convoys took thc men to shower points and to Luxembourg City on passcs. Churh
Scrvices were held during the day and movies were shown at night.

15 February 1945;-

The following troop list went into effect at 0900.

CCrAn ccnpn Reserve Cormand
35 g N 37

10 53 D/25

A/25 c/25 D/L89

E/L89 B/2L4

Cc/70L A/L89

a/L6 B/Li6

4/126 B{126

Attached to Other Units
5lst to 80th inf Div
4 & C/2L to 112Lith Engr Group
995th to 1103rd Engr Group
70Lth(=C) to XX Corms
22nd supported the 2nd Cav Groun
66th Sunported the Yth Inf Div
9Lth sucported thc 76th Inf Div
The 126th A,md Ord Maint Bn sent crews to ordnance collecting points to obtain
scrviceable 76mm gun tibes from salvsged t onks to cquir all of the LO ton medium
tarnks in the division with 76mm gun instcad of t he 75mm,
The 1LLth Apmd Sig Co reported that they had recovired approximatcly 32 rmiles
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- wire during the past wack,

The 10th 2nd 53rd Apmd Inf Ens sltcrn2ted dsily on a 23 hour alert stotus with
the 53rd slerted on this date.

Tne 37th trained in firing thc bazooka and used knocked out German tanks as

torgcts,.
16 February 194L5;-

& group of five officers and thre: enlisted men from the division were placcd
on temporary duty for ten days with the 39Lth Bomber Grour to observeandstudy the
corrclation betw:cn the 2ir force and the ground forces., This grour included Lt,
Col Horrv E Erown, G-2 I'zjor Erncst R E-ton, Asst G-3 for Air, and Major Thomas G
Churchill, exccutive officcr of Rescrve Command. (Par 11, SG 3L, Hq Lth AD cs)

The S1lst Apmd Inf Bn reccived occasional artillery firc in its position along
the Our River in the vicinity of Scsufort. The platoons of the battalion were
rotatcd deily on the front line so the men would not be subjected to unfavorsble
weather eondition for a long veriod,

The 126th ‘rmd Ord M-int 'n riccived 5000 of thc new adjustable carbine sights
and began instz1ling them on the crtrbines of the division,

The other units continucd their training programs in preparation for future
operations. Calistcnics, target practic: and road marchcs werc included in the
training schedule,

17 Fcbruary 19453~

A letter of cormendation was rececived bv the division from Lt Gen George S
Patton, Jr., commending gencrzl of the Third US Army, commending troops of the III
Corps for thc speecd, energy, skill, and persistency with which pressed their attack
for the rclief of Bastogne. _

Lt .Cherles Kollin, 70Lth TD Bn, and Lt John A Whitchill, 37th Tank Bn, were
swzrded the Distinguished Service Cross by command of Lt Gen Patton fur extraordi-
n2ry heroism in connection with military cperations against an armed encmy. Lt
Kollin reccived the DSD for action in the vicinity of Bezange la Petitec, France,
2nd Lt Whitehill for action near Bastogne. Theseawards were made by Major Gensorsl
GBfpro

The Slst n,md Inf Bn w2s relieved cf itsfront line position by the 28th
Cavalry Squadron. All companies withdrew from the lines under cover of darkness
to t he vicinity of Gilsdorf in preparation to noving to Schifflange,

The 53rd Aymd Inf Bn made a reconnaissance of routes leading to the front
lines in the vicinity of Beesufort to bc prerasred in the event the battalion should
be comritted to action.

The 10th A,.md Inf Bn conducted cl=sscs on the noncnclature and opgratlon of
the .30 and .50 calibre machinc guns.

Passes to Luxembourg City continucd to . i~ «ff-ct and movies were held
nightly by the units.

18 February 1945;-

The 35th Tank Bn was slertcd at 1000 to ber cady tosupport the attack of XX
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Corps in crossing the Mosclle fiver into the Sasr-Moselle triangle. The battslion
moved from Sandweiler 2t 1700 2nd took up positions in thc vicinity of Costingen
with ordcrs to cormcnce firing 3t OLOO thc following morning. The 35th was to
support the 9Lth Inf Div with indircect fire.

The 66th armd F.. Bn moved from Berdorf, Luxembourg 2t 1015 and crossed the
Surc Rivcr tothe vicinity of Ferschweiler, Germany, supporting the attack of
the 5th Inf VYiv. The 66th was the first unit of the division in recent operstions
to enter Germanye.

The 51st Armd Inf Bn 1:ft its asscmbly area in the vicinity of Giladorf at
0800 and moved to town in the vicinitv of Schifflange, Luxembourgs

> 37th Tank Bn begon troining in indirect fire problems in the evs: nt the

battﬂllon should have a mission similar to that of the 35th. Many of the men who
were fomiliar with indirect firing werc no longer with the battalion,

The 126th ,md Ord Maint Bn furnished roadside vehicle spot inspection tcsms
to record deficiencies in first and second echelon meintenancce of vehicles in the
division.

19 Fibruzry 1945;-

The 53rd Armd Inf Bn w2s sttached to the 319th Regt of the 80th Inf Div and
was 2lecrted to rove to 2 front line position., The battslion moved out of Dudelange
7t 1215 ond closed in armeldingen at 1620, travelling = distance of approximately
LO milcs. By 2115, A 2nd "C" Companies had relieved two companies of the 319th
in dofensive positions slong the Our River., "B" Company guarded five bridges st
the junction of the Ouyr and Sauer Rivers in the vicinity of Niedergoegen.

Units of the division spent considerable time on the firing range zcroing in
the carbincs with the new adjusteble sight. The 37th Tarnk Bn continued to conduct
closses in indirect fir. problems.

Several showings of 2 USO Show were presented at Bettembourg for the benefit
of lbth apmored Division Tronos. Passes to Esch and Luxembourg City continucd to be
in ciicct.

20 Februsry 194L5;-

Fifteen cnlisted men from units of the division werc placed on termporary duty
with the 17th heinforcement Depot and further tervor-ry duty with reccotion statiors
in the Inited St~tes for thirty days rest ond recuverstion. (Far 1, SO, 37, Hq Lth
'rmd Hv cs). :

The 35th Tonk bn rcmained in the vicinity of Gostingen and continucd to support
the attack of the SLth Inf Div with 1nd1ruct artillery firc

The 53rd armd Inf Bn advsnced 1% kilometcrs to botter L051t10ns along the Our
River. No oppositions wns cncount:rcd in this or rotion and 15 prisoncrs of war
were captured.

The 8th Tank Bn conductcd cless:s on indircct firc protlems in case the battal-
ion should be sent on a mission similsr to that of the 3%5th, The 10th Armd Inf Bn
training schedule included demonstrations on tcliphene and r2dio procedure, mine
dctcction, sccurity, and oricntation on the lotest war ncws.

The Lth irmd Yiv D-nd visited units of th: division 2nd presented = program
which was well received,
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21 Februsry 19LS;-

Maj Gen Hugh J G ffc¢y termorerilv assumed command of the XIT Corps in cddition
to his other duties-

By commend of Lt Gun P2tton, the Distinguishod Scrvice Cross was swarded to
C-pt. Jomes H Lench, 37th Tank Bn, and Lt John J Prenat~, 70Lth TD Bn., for extra-
ordinary hcroism in connection with military oper-tions sgninst an armed cnery.
Captain Lasch reccived the =ward for action in th: vicinity of Bigonyvill€, Luxem-
bours, ~nd Lt Prcnats for action mear Bezange la Putite, Fronce.

The 53rd Apmd Inf Bn attacked at 0600 from positions along the Our River with
doth Ybersgogen, and Gentingen ~s the objectives. & vorter 2nd srtillery borroge o
nillboxcs ~nd gun ¢mplocements preceded the attack. By 1L25 the threc objectives
wer. scized 2¢goinst minimum opposition consisting of sm~ll arms and mortor firc,

.t 1530 thc battalion was relieved by clements of the 80th Inf Div snd was ordcrud
to move to the vicinitv of Nicdersgegen and Seimerich, Germony.

The 35th Tonk Bn w3s rclieved from the mission of the sunporting the attack of
the 9Lth Inf Div at 0900 an+ re¢turncd to Sandwciler at 1345,

The following troop list went into zffect at 1200,

CCrat CCHBY Reserve Cormand
35 10 37
L/25 51 D/25
B/L89 53 D/L89
A/ Lé 8
a/126 oL
C470L
c/25
B&C/2L
£L8BS 4/2l ~3ttached to 112Lth Engr Grown

B/L6 995 ~cttchd to 1103rd Engr Group
B/126 70L <({C) = attchd to XY Corps
66 - supporting 5th Inf Div
22 - suoporting 2nd Cav Group
The units of CC"B" werc alerted for movement to positions in support of the
XII Corps nttack throughthe Siegfried Line. Officcrs from the units made 3 recon-
naissance of routcs leading to thc general assembly ar-as just east of t he Our Riva,
The mcdical detachments of the division btegnn giving tvphoid booster shots to
211 men in the division,

22 February 1945;-

CC"B" wasattached to thz 80th Inf Div and th2 units of thc combat command moved
from their respective billeting s rcas in Luxembourg to on asscmbly arca in the
vicinity of Lahr, Germany. The gineral route :f march was Ludelange, Bertronge,
Mamer, Kehlen, Keispelt, Scharfels, Mersch, .ingilsturg, Fels, Medernach, Ermsdorf,
Reisdorf, Dillingen, Niedersgegen, Scimerich nd Jt.rsg.gon. The order of msrch
was C/25, 10,51,94,8, C/70L and a platoon of th: 995th. The 53rd was olready in
the vicinitv of Niedersgcgen. The units 1oeft their billcting arzas in Luxembourg
at 0600 nnd had closed in thc vicinity of Lahr, Gormany, by 1530 The distance
traveled was approxim~tely LO miles, CC"B" was ordercd tc attack at 2L00 with
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Sinspclt and the high ground surrcunding it as the objective. Prior to the attach
the units received sroradic -rtillory ond smnll arms firc from the north.

The CP of Reserve Commond rmoved from Bsvl st 1LOO and closed in S2euls, Luxem-
bourg at 1600.

The 35th Tsnk Bn moved from Sendweiler at 1310 and closed in Gruchten, Germany
at 1700,

Thc movement of CC"BM into Germony was thc first movement of division troops
into Germony.

The 37th Tonk En moved from Dippach at 1300 and closed in Brouch, Luxcmbourg
at 1415, .

The Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Distinguished Service Cross was awarded
Lt., Col. Crcighton W, "broms, Jr., extraordinary heroism in conncction with
militarv onsrations sgminst an armcd enemy into the beleagerd citv of Bastogne
26 Decemb.r 19LL; the prescnt-otion was made by Major Gencrsl Gaffey,

23 Fetruarv 194L5;-

First Licutenont Jomes 3 Fields, 10th Armd Inf Bn., wosawarded the longressior-
al Medsl of Honor in a ceremonv held a2t the division commend post in Dudelange,
Luxcribourge Lt Gen George S Patton, Jr., Third .irmy Commandcr, m~de the presen-
totion. This wes tne first sward of its kind in the Lth armored Division as well
~s the Third United Stotes Army. Excerpts from his citation are as follows:

"For conspicuous g-llantry and intrepidity at risk of life, above 2nd beyond csll
of duty st Rechicourt, Fronce, His cagerness ond determinstion to ¢ lose with the
cnemy anddestroy him were an inspirstion to the entire command and 2re in the
highest trazdition of the armed forces.™

CC"B", octing under orders from the ROth Inf Div., attocked at 222400 from
the vicinity of Lahr, Germany with Sinspelt as the objective, The 10th irmd Inf E-

surported by Company "i% of the 8th Tunk Bn., were to m-kc 2 frontal asszult on
Sinspclt from the west while B/8 amd the 53rd were to outflank thc town from tho
south. Thc S1st armd Inf Bn wss held in reserve in the vicinity of obersgegen,

#/8 and thc 10th encountered only sporadic artillery and smoll o rms fire until the -
rcached Nicdoergeckler at 1200, Here thev encountered encemy tanks, ortillery snd
infantry, ond the 10th, which was in the lend, wes forerd to withdrzw. .nother 3s-
s~ult on th: town with a{8 leading succccded in Ari-ing the cnemy from the town.
4/8 knocked out cight enemy tanks and thc force nccount.d for A0 znemy killed ond
200 prisoncrs, The two forces ndvanced rapidl on Zinsnelt, c-pturing the town and
a bridgc over the Enz fiver by 1800. Iirht .rormy roor guord rosistonce was cncoun-
tered in vinspelt. .ir support was good with pl-an.s knocking out pillboxes and
rosd blocks shead of the 2dvoncing forces. Forwnrd Echelon reved from “udclange

at 1145 2nd closed in Mersch at 1330,

Officers from Ruserve Commond roconnoiter.di routes from Saculs, Luxembourg
to CC"B" in the event they should te comaitted.

The 22nd Armd T Bn., which hod teen supnortirg the 2nd C-volry Group, rejoinad
the division and was assigned to CC"E", The b-tt-lion moved from Wecker,. Luxem-
bourg, -to Lehr, Germany.

~the 35th Tank Bn., attached to CC".", remoincd in the vicinity of Cruchten,
Luxembourg, scrvicing thcir vehicles ofter - he nruovious dov's march,

Enemy equinment dostroyed included € tonks, 1 sszoult esun, oad 1 motorcycle
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and truck. Enemy casunltics wer 85 killed, 170 wounded, =nd 375 prisoncrs.
Fourth armored Division c¢-su~ltics werc;-
Kill.d Woundaed Missing
off 1 2 &
M 20 105 0

2L February 1945;-

CCMiM resumed its attack 2t 1230 with a2 two-pronged drive north and east of
Sinanelt. The 5lst armd Inf Bn., supported by "B" Company of the 8th Tonk Bn.,
2ttacked toward Cutscheidl at 1230. Soon after the force left Sinspelt, the lead
tauk struck 2 mine which disabled the tank and left a huge crater in the road. Thav
by-passcd the crater znd continued the attack. Outscheid was coptured late in th.
2ftcrnoon sgainst light rear guard opposition and was outrosted for thc night.
Corpany "B" of the 37th T=nk Bn relieved B/8 at 1630 and B/8 reverted to battalion
control in the vicinity of Erimingen,

The 10th .amd Inf Bn,, suprorted bv cormpanies "A" n~nd “C% of the 8th Tank Bn.,
Jumped off from 2ispelt at 1LOO to 5 ttack towerd Brimingen but irmposssblc rosds
forced the column to proceed cross-country. Progress wos very slow as the route
for the columm was picked out by dismounted r econnzissance across stcep and wooded
terrain. Seversl enemy bazooka teams were knocked wut bv machine gun fire east
of Sinspelt. As the force anproached Brimingen heavy artillery and direct fire
were received from cnemy positions south and east of the town. The 8th had two
tonks knocked out bv direct fire, The two tank compsnies deoloyed in defiladed
positions on high ground northesst of Erimingen, and fired a barrage into the town.
Following the barrage, the 10th entcred Brimingen and by 1900 had clesred the town
in stiff house-to-house fighting. Brimingen was out-posted strongly for the night.
Elements -f the 2nd Panzer, 9th Volksgrenadier, 276th Volksgrenadier and 352nd
Infantry Divisions were encountered by CC"B" at Outscheid aond Brimingen. The 9lth
Armd Fa swpported the attack of the 8th, 10th and 51st from positions in the
vicinity of Niedergeckler. Th: 53rd iirmd Inf Bn remained in CC"B™ rescrve in the
vicinity of ®inspelt, _

The 37th Tank Bn was attached to CC"3" at 0850 snd moved from Brouch, Luxem-
bourg closing in Obersgegen, Germsny, 7t 1315, The rout: of march was through
Mersch, ~ngelsberg, Schoss, Fischbach, Heffingen, Christnach, Waldbillit, and
Niedersgegen., The distance covered was approxim~tely 32 milcs. At 1810 the
battalion (-B) moved to Yutscheid.

The 25th Tank Bn was alerted at 2230 to be ready to rmove the following morning
The 2Lth armd Engr Bn was rcleased from attachment to tho 112Lth Engr, Group and
reverted to division control at 1800,

Known enemy equipment destroyed included 3 tonks, 1 self-propclled gun, lhalf
track, 2 prime-movers, 6 trucks, 5 staff cors, ani 2 motorcyclzs, Prisoners of war
totslled 128,

Our casualties were:

Killed Vourded Missin
off -0 -z '1'6"5
EM 6 Lé 2

25 February 1945;-
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The following trcop list: nt into c¢ffect -t 12C0:=

CCunAn cenan ) Rescrre Comrnnd
10 51 53
8 37 35
oL 22 D/ LAY
c/2L 177th Fi Group
A/es c/ 70
B/1i89 B/2L
B/126 c/25
/L6 /189
Plat/995
B/126
B/L6

Brig Gen Holmes E Doger 2ssumed commond of the Lth ~rmd Yiv, Lt. Col. Creighten W.
‘kroms was 2ppointcd commondsr of CC"BM, Major Hunter was named commanding officer
of the 37th Trnk En.

The 8th Tank Bn ond 10th “rmd Inf Bn, attach.d to CC"B", sattacked toward Bau-
stert at first light. Th. force rcccived dircet firs frem the woods northeast of
Rrimingen tut the 9Lth ‘rmd F.. Bn nlaced TCT fire on these nositions, knocking them
out. B/8 and B/10 untercd Frustert and cantured the town agoinst encmy rcar guard
resistancc, C/8 and ../10 bypnasscd Baustert and drove toward Fcilsdorf, The town
was defcnded by artillery and mortar fire but o barrage from ourtanks silenced this
orposition o2nd the towr wss taken by 1330, it 1200 thc Ath 2nd 10th were attached
to CC"A", Doth forces wei'e thaon ordered to = ttack east toward Erecht to try to
capture the tridege over the Prum niver. .t 1645, ss the columns approached Erecht,
the encmy destroyed the sole bridge over the river. Enerv infeontry rcemaining in the
town were clooned out tfrom 1ouses and cellars by 1800, IDrideing opcrations were
impossible because materinl wss not avzilsble and th: river was too diop toford,
4/25 wis sent south along the river to reconnoiter for 3 narrow nlace in the stresnm
to build 2 temporary foot bridgc. .. suitable plucec wes found ot Ybcrwsis, nenemy
patrol wis cncountcred there md driven off = fter a short skirmish, . hasty foot
bricge, constructed of telenhone poles,wns budilt sni 2t 2400 the 10th ..pmd Inf Bn
w:s order.d to cross the streamznd estoblish = bridgehe~d, Enginccrs werked 211
night constructing = Bailey Bridge for vchicular tr-flic.

COM3M was relessed from attachment to the S0th Inf Xiv at 242L00. At C715
CC"B" attacked northeast from Outscheid toword “lic b .rucidingen. The 22nd Armd FA
Bn fired on ~rtillerv and smoke vrep-ration into th. towm ~fter which B/37 =nd B/51
cntered without ooposition. Weidingon wns 2lso crrtured with 1/37 nolding the high
ground to the northwest, C/37 »nd /51 posssd throush 7/37 »nd 3/51 2nd took ilt-
schcid agoinst wvnemy rewr gusrd r.osist-ncz. /37 ~nt /51 drove from “icidingen to
Koosbusch which was defrnded with snti-t-niz guns. #/37 lost one tank from this
direct fire before the =znti-tank guns were destror 3, 7/37 »n1 B/S1 attscked
Hermesdorf after »n srtillcry orepar-ticon on th. towm ~nd cootured the town 3nd a
bridge over the Prum River. The bridge wos net sirony  rnough for vehiculsr traffic
so thc inf-ntry crosscd on foot whilc the viohnicl =~ ioricd th. stream, C/37 =nd Cc/4
moved toward Rittcrsiorf ~nd shelled th: torm fro- nnsitions surrounding it while
P L7's bombed ~nd strafed fleeing cnemy trocve. /37 ~ni 1/51 clearcd Rittersdorf
of the rursining inf-ntrv ond had established ~ brifz. hond ov. r the Wims River
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northwest of Bitburg by 1820. Thc objective for the following d2y was to cross th-
Kyll River and attack R-dom,

The 35th Tonl Ba movad from Cruchtcn, Germsny 2nd closed in Korperich, Germens,
at 1030, They loft Korperich =2t 1800 2ond closed in Brimingen at 2000, The 66th
Armd Fa Bn, which had been supporting the 5th Inf Div., rov.rted to division contrd
2t 1200 and moved from the vicinity of Shankweciler at 1LOO and closed in Brimingen
at 165;.

Intcrrogation of prisoncrs cf war disclosed thnt th> swiftness of tho Lth
Armd Div attzack overwhelmed the enemy snd th~t they had instructions to fight »
delaying nction to =llow the main body to escope.

fnown cncmy cquirment dostroyed during the day included 6 Mark V tonks, 1
Yerk IV tonk, 2 tonks type unknown, 5 self-provelled guns, 6 105mm guns, 3.88%mm
guns, 2 75mm guns, 3 lsrge celibre guns, 10 half tracks, 3 primc movers, L trucks,
2 st~ff cars, 2 pecps and 3 miscelloncous vchicles. Enemy casualties were 3%0
killed, 300 wounded, 3nd 98l prisoncrs. Trucks were kept busy 21l through the nigit

cvracurting prisoncrs from Rittendorf,

Fourth Airmorcd Division casu2ltics wirej-

Killod “Jounded Missing
off 0 3
EM 1 21 2

Major Sidney Klein, U489th A.1.A.1.W. Bn loft to attend th. Army Information

Educotien stoff school, Cite Universitairc, Peris,

26 Fcbrusr: 19455

The three rifle companies of the¢ 10th Armd Inf Bn complcted the crossing of
the ®rum itiver on the tumporary foot-bridge by 1030 and procceded to Rittersdorf
wherce thay were 2 ttached to CC"B" until rost of CC"A"™ could cross the river. En-
gincers worked all night constructing 2 90-foot Bailey Bridgc over the Prum River
and comnrlcted it at 1300, The vehicles of 4/25 immediately crossed on the bridgc
and were followed by the 8th Tsnk Bn. The colum was delaycd after crossing the
river bucouse of bomb craters in the road, but suitsble bv-passes were made =ni
the units closed in an assembly area in the vicinity of Rittersdorf. All trocps
of CC™" had completed the river crossing by 1800. o enemy resistance was en-
countcrcd during the day's opcrations, but thc force cantured 90 orisoners snd
somec encmy equioment. The 53rd Armd Inf Bn was transforrcd from Reserve Command
to CC"A" 1300 and moved from Brimingen to Rittcrsdorf, closing in at 1700, Rit-
tersdorf wos outposted for the night and the following plans were given for the
n=xt day; C/8 and the 10th were to attack the high ground south of Rittcrsdorf
while A/8 and the 53rd attackecd thz town of Matzen.

4t 0600 Companics "B"™ and "C" of th- 37th Tsank Bn and "B" and "C" of the 53rd
iArmd Inf Bn moved across the Nims River -t Rittersdorf to join /37 and A/S1 who
had established a bridgchcad on the nrevious dey. Shortly crossing the river B/37
rcecived direct fire from the woods to the south which knooked out three of their
tanks, Comp~onies "B" and "C* of the 51st Amd Inf In., supported by B/37, attacked
towsrd Epdorf but met hczvy resistance in the form of srtillery and machine gun fire
from thc high ground northwest of Matzen. The infsntry wns pinned down until R/37
cimc up Al religved theme Under cover of smoke, the infantry withdrew to morc
tenable positions. B/37 had one tank destroved by direct fire in this action.
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Direct firce by the 37th drov: th- inemv from the high ground north of Matzen and
this position wasstrongly outrostc? for the night. The 22nd ~rmd F. Bn marched 31l
night from Neuhsus through Outschcide .ltscheid and Kossbusch to the vicinity of
Hermesdorf to suorort the attack of the 5lst and 37th. Ordirs for the following
dry were for the 37th ~nd 5lst to procced from their positions north of Matzen
andattack the towns of Nattenheim ani Fliessem.

Captured encmy equipment included 1 Mark VI tank, 2 personncl carriocrs and
3 misccllaneous vehicles, Two holf trocks, 2 88mm guns, U tenks 2nd 1 truck were
icstroycd. Enemy casualties were 85 killed, 277 captured and 150 w-unded,

Lth ..rmored Yivision casuzlties wercj-

Killed Wounded Missin
off 0 2 0

EM 17 - 50 . 1
Forw~rd Echclon moved from Mersch, Luxembourg at 0930 2nd closed in Oboragecsn

Germany at 1045, They left Obersgegen at 14L5 and closed in Oberweis at 1700,
27 Februory 19L5;- .

Rain =nd fog coused poor visibility and the attack of CC"B" was delayed., At
0840 »/37 ond 4/51 moved out from high ground north of Matzcn to 3tteck Nottenheim.
The 22nd Airmd Fi Bn fircd an 2rtillery preparation on thz town and when the attack-
ing forcc entcred 2t 0900 they found no opposition. B/37 and B/S1 procceded
t-rough Wattcnheim but were held wp by drect fire from the woods to the northeast.
5/37 fircd on thcse encmy positions end ¢estroyed severazl large calibre guns. This
force high ground north of Notterheim ond coptured 20 prisoners in thc operation.
The town snd the surrounding high ground were s trongly outpost:d for thc night,
C/37 snd C/51 moved into vosition occupying thc high ground ovirlooking Fliessem.
From this position thev fired a barrssc into the town and theon entered it at 1100,
Only light rcar gusrd rcsistance wos cncountered. C/37 ani C/51 outposted Flissser
and thc surrounding high ground for the nighte. Resistancc cncountcred during the
Ary ty CC "B" was generally light with occasionsl artillery =n? rortar fire. The
37th Tonk En did not suffer s casualty in the day's overations.

./B =nd B/53 moved to attock Motzen ot first light from positions c2st of the
Nims River in the vicinity of Rittersderf, A/8 roceived dircet fire from cost of
the Kvll Kiver ond one tank was dostroyed bv tiis firs., Moderste small crms rc-
sistonce wos encountered st Matzen an? the town wss cle-red by 1015, Defcnsive
positions wcre sct up and outpmoste? south of the town., The attacking force o ccount-
cd for LS prisoncrs, 26 killed and 2 tonks lcstroyed in this oocration. Compznies
"B" anl C"C of the 8th Tank Bn rclicved the 10th rmd Inf bn from defunsive posi-
tions across the Wims River, southezst of Ritt.rsdorf. . ootrol from D/8 wrs sent
toward Bitburg to learn the situstion oni to s ce how the Sth Inf Div ~ttsock on the
city was progressing. Contact was malc in the vicinit of Stshl as the Sth had not
entered Bitburg. A/25 moint incd contsct betwoen CC"a" and CC"3", The 10th Armd
Inf Bn was transferred from CC"i" to Reservc Commoni ~t 1500,

Orders were received from Third army to ¢ ivone no further tham the Kyll River
and to clcar up encmy positions west of the river,.

lmost every prisoncr of war intcrrogated the rost few davs remorked of their
scutc gasolinc short2gce They stated thot mony vhicles hotl to be abandoned and
burned because of this shortage.
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Encmv losses during thc Asy included U4 half tracks, 13 largc colibre artillery
piecccs, 2 tanks, S trucks, 2 staff cors, and 20 crates of mines destroyed, 70
killed, 102 wounded, °nd 177 c-oture,

Fourth Armorc? Division cnsuoltics were;-

Killed - Woun led Missin,
off -2 -1 "‘U"ﬁ
EM 8 19 1

28 Fcbruary 194L5;-

The oncrations of CCM™i" during thc day werc confined to pztrol activity. 4
n-trol of light tenks from Company "D" of the 8th Tank Bn wassgoin sent towsrad
Eitburg to contact elemcnts of thc 5th Inf Div, and learn thc situation. The
p-trol procceded cnutiously into Bitburg ani contacted 2 platoon of the Sth Inf
Hv, The potrolreturned without mecting cnemy resistoncoe 2ni capturcd 21 prisoners
in thc opcration. Patrols of the 53ri irmd Inf Bn ond the 2bhth armd Bn reconnoi-
t.red thowst bank of the Kvll River from Irsch to Frdori to detorminc enemy activie
ty olong tho river snd to sunrch for reossible assault or brige crossing sites. Mo
bridges or fords wcre found nor wcre thir: "ny suitoble briidging sitcs.

The units of CC"B" rcccived no orders until 1030 so the first few hours were
secent in much nceeded mointensnce ~nd cleaning of wehicles on weopons. st 1030
oricrs werecrecoivel toattack tho towns of Sefferweich and M-~lbergweich and the
surrounding high ground. (/37 =nd C/S1 rumnined in rescrve and outposted the high
ground north of Nattenheim, B/37 an? B/S1 attacked north from Nattenheim at 1330
but were helted by 2nti-tonk fire from the woods covering the mzin ro2d north of
Na2ttenheim. The force by-passed the woods to the northc~st and seized high
groun? south-cast of ani overlooking Sefferwcich. A/37 -n” =/51 movad out cn the
same routc and come underartillerv firc from the woods. Thov followed the main
north south road through the woods but werc h2lted when thrcoo tanks of the column
wers diszbled by mines. While the force wazited for t hetonks to be pulled from the
rood and the mines cleared aWay, artillery znd mortsr fire v rc¢ ricuived cousing
several casuslties to /51, After the road was clearcd the column procecded
through tac wools anil took up positions alorgside B/37 and B/51 south of Scffer-
wciche This position was outvoster for the night.

Encmy casueltics were 34 killed, 156 ceptured oni 30 wounded, destroyed, 1
Mark VI tank, 1 truck, 1 75mm gun, and 1 Volkswagen. , ’

Lth .rm3 Div casuzlties wercs

Killcd Wounied V355ing
off 2 , 1 0
| L 23 : 0

The 10th Armd Inf Bn received a letter of comronintion from Msj Gen H L
McBride, commander of the 80th Infontry Division, for th. e-nture of Hossdorf,
Luxembourg cduring thc night of 2 - 3 Fcbrusry. Tho 10th ‘11! not lose a man.th eneny
firc in the overation although scveral aasuzltiss rosulte ! when the battalion

crossed ani unmarked mineficld,
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Summary for Februsry;-

From the first to the twenticth of February the 10th, S51lst 2nd S3rd Armi Inf
Bns, werc alternstely attached to the 80th Inf Div and rotsted in holiling positiors
2long the Our Hiver in the vicinity of Bettendorf, Luxembourg, Only locsl sttacks
were made to improve their positions. Scveral Zivision units were sttached to
othcr organizations. The 70Lth TD Bn was attachcd to XX Corps while the 66th 2nd
94th .rmd FA Bns suprorted the 5th Inf Div ani 2nd Cav Group, rcspectivcly. Units
of the XII Corps crossed the Our River the night of the 8th while the enemy's
attention was Aiverted by the 53ri irmd Inf Bn., who fired their sssault guns from
3 position farther north along the river. On the 20th, the infontry battolions
were relicved from 2ttachment to the 80th Inf Div., and assembled in towns in the
vieinity of Luxembourg City. Units that were not in =ction conducted training
schcaules ond spent considerable time in the maintenance of vehicles and cquipment.

CC"B" was attoched to the A0th Inf Div on the 22n? an’ moved from Luxcmbourg
to an asscmbly area in the vicinity of Lshr, Germony. CC'R"™ attacked on the 23rd
with clements of the 80th Div. Little opposition was zncount:irsd ond progrcss
was good. CC"B"™ rcvertet to division control on the 2Lth and with CCM"A™ bagan
o drive toward Bitburg on the 25th. The attack went wcll oni by the end of the
month the division had scized high ground north of bitburg ani occupied the west
bank of the Kyll River. The advance was so rapid that mony Prisoners were cap-
tured 2nd a large amount of cquipment was taken.

February Statistics;-

A. Equipment
1. Enemv equipment cspturci or destroyved.
De
te Tank, lMork VI -1 §. Persomnel carrier - 2
c. Tonk, Mork IV =1 k. Motorcycle 03
de Tank, Mork Vv - 6 1. Self-oropelled gun - 6
e+ Tonk(type unknown) - 19 me .Ssoult gun - 1
f. TMsscellencous vehicles - 8 n. 75mm gun - 2
£. Stoff cor - 7 0. ABmm gun - 5
h, Truck = 17 p. 105 gun - 6
i. Prime mover - § ge Lorge colibra weopon - 16
Half track - 17 r. lizn.3 = 20 crates

Vehicles lost by Lth “rmi Div “uc to anermv action,

ae Tank, m:zdium - 9

b, Truck, &-ton, LxL - L

ce Treiler, l-ton, 2 wheol crrgo - 2

Lth irmd Div vehicles worn out through wioor »n® to~r ond replaced during
the month.

3. Tank, mcdium - 13

b. Toenk, light - 3

ce Corricr, porsonnel, v1f track - 1

4. Truck, % ton, LxL - 9
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B. Battle Cisusltics.,

l. Enenmy
2. Kille?l = 639
be Tounlz? - 752
c. Czptur:! - 1990

2. Lth irm? Div cosuzltics
2. Kill. ¢ - 8 OFf; 72 BN
b. Woundc? - 1R Off; 325 EM
c. 'issing - 1 Off; 13 ¥M

(@}

Mon=2-ttle Capunltics
1. Lth ..rm? Div
N, 1R 0ff; 361 EM

D. R turnc? to Duty.
l, From ka2ttle cosu-ltics
2. 1L 0f 2Ll B
2, From nom-~b-ttle cosamliics
2. B 07f; 205 EM

E. Rcinforcem.nts.
12 1L Off; 1hl ™

T. Division Strength.
1. 618 Off; 650 zrr-nt Off; 9993 =¥ ( 1 Morch 194L5)

G. Promotions,
1. Field Grs-e
3. Major to Lt Col-ncl
Geral? ® VFsller, Div Cuartermaster, Hq Lth Arm? Div
b. Cantoin to Mnjor
Robert D Fronks, %xecutive Officer, 9Lth irm? Fa Bn.
" Berte P. ®zell, Fxecutive Officer, 8th Tonk Bn.
Gilbert J “hoisson, ..sst G-1, Hq Lth Arml Div.
Charles Y Gillens Jr., S-3 9Lth irm? F- iin,
Frank S. Viugui?, Jr., S-3 8th Tank Bn.
Luthzr I Killer, Txccutive Officcr, 53rd rmi Inf Bn.
2., To Captsin - 12 ‘
3. To First Licutcnant - 30
L, Battlefield ..ovointments by unit

a, 35th Tonk En - 1 €. 66th .rm? F. Bn =1
b. 9Lth Arml FA -2 £. 704th TD Bn - 2
c. 10th ‘rmi Inf Bn - 1 Fe' 22nd Arm! Fi Bn - 1

d, 37th Tank Bn - 2

He .wWards,

1. e Congressisnzl Mednl of Hgnor wns "wardc ! to lst Lt James H Fields,
10th .rr? Inf Bn., "for conspicuous g2llontrv an? intrcn®Aity at risk of life,
~bove zn1i beyont c¢~1l of 4uty at Rechicourt, Fronce, His eng-rness mn? deter-
minstion to cltuse with the encriy and to destroy him wcre 2n insciration to the
entire corm~nd an? are in the highcst tradition of the armi forccs." This 2war?
was prescnted by Lt Gen Georps S Patton, Jr., 2t a special ccremony 2t Division

[N
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Headquarters, Dudel-ng:, Luxcmbourg, 23 Februarv 1945. It wes the first sward
of its kind in Thir? _rmv.
2+ The Distinguished S:rvice Cross weos ~warde? to thc followineg officers for
"cxtroordinary heroism in connection with ~iliteryv onmerations - g2inst an 2rmed
cnemy,." .
3. 1st Lt Fronk R Kutsk, 53r? .rm? Inf 3n.
Remeiville, Belgium, 25 December 19LL
b. 2n7 Lt Chorles Killin, 704th TD Bn.
Bezonge L Petite, Fronce, 22 October 194k
c. 2nd Lt John .. “hitchill, 37th Tank Bn.
Bastogne, Zelgium, 26 December 1944
1, Copt Jomes H Leach, 37th Tonk 3Bn.
Sigonville, Luxembourg, 26 December 19LL
€. 1st Lt John J Pronste, 70Lth TD Bn.
Bezong. Lo Pitite, Fronce.

3. Silver=Stor - 525 C-k Leof Cluster - 6
Le Soldicr's tiesl - 1

5. 3ronzc 3ter - 1773 Oak Loaf Clusters - 38
6. Air Mecnl - 2

7. Turplc Herrt - 1Ll; Onk Leof Clustors - 61

I. .mmunition Exp:n iturc,

1. 105mm howitzcr M2 3,603

2. 76mm gun 1,L93

3. 75mm gun 1,502

Le 75mm howitz.r 300

S« 37rm gun 1,020

6. 8lmm mort-r 2,270

7, 60mm mortar 790

8. Rockct, 2.36-inch rsst. 6L0

9. Gren2?dic, n-n! osst, 2,350
10, Grennde, riflc -sst, LRO
11, C-rt C-rt 6 550
12, &imn2l ..C., sst -—
13. Col. .50 °IC 39,000
lhe €71, 145 bnl1l 89,000
15. Crrtine 111,000
16. C-1, .20 2s3st. 1,817,000
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1 M~rch 19L5:-

Yo Goen Hugh 0 Gaf "y rotvomce from termporary duty s commander of 211
Corps and razumed comind o? thz ¢ivision. ©=ri~ Gon oager, who was in cormand
of th. aivision durin- “.n Saf7ey's ows.ncz, returnzu to SoM M.

Th. units of J3I"Z" which wors stationzd on high ground southwost of
Scffirwrzich roceived » hoavy coacentration of artillery 2nd mortsr firs 2
0625, Th's barrage was follovud by 2n cnomy countor-attack of 12 tanks and
ipproximatcly 100 supporting infontrymen.  Lhis 2ttack came from the vicinity
of S:fforweich,  The unamy tinks op.n-.a Sire on &/37 “ho with 3/37 returnad
tis Jire.  Thro: cnomy ass37ult cuns and onc tank wore knock:d out with the loss
2t twe tanks to ihs 27tr ‘ank "n. Th: .nemy infantry stortod to attack hut the
artillzry fir: Ly the 22nd armd “a Pn anc maching sun fire by the Slst armd Inf
forc.d tin. cneny to withdraw 2fter sufforin hoavy casualti*s. At 1000 tho
10t arme Iaf "™n roplecec th: S1st armu Inf -n which wis placad in Roscrve
Commanc.e Tho 22na ~nd 66th fir:d -u artillaury Hrqpqratlon on Sofferv.ich and
fizhtor-tonurs tombed and strafad ovomy positions. in the town. 4/37 and C/10
thon =ttack.d S.ff_rw.ich 2nd fornd wo .aumrs opposition, tzking th: towm 2t 1530,
Moarwhils ©/37 and A/10 took hich ~rovan brtween Sefferweich ana finlborgwzich,

revting ~bout 200 :nomy infantry from fix.d positions on tho high grounde. C/37
and 4/10 thcn attackad Wnlb‘rnglch and took thc town 2gainst light roar guard
and resistancce Sofforwcich and lalbzrgrreich wore outposted for the night by
ths 37th and Slst.

The activity of CC"AM" was limit:d to extending their loft flank to the
north to cover tho =2rms around Flicsicim which had been left open by the attack
of CI"B" to thc northe The Ath T-nk “n ~nd th: 53rd armd Inf =n outpostcd
ths arca surrounding fliczss.m and continucd to hold dufensive positions z2long
thz west bank of the kyl River {rom ¢1i.ss.m to Irsch. ratrols of ini-ntry =nd
sngincsrs reconnoitered for bridging 2na orossing sitod 2long the rivir,

Thz 126th armd Ord Maint Zn t:gan mcunting high-specd firing 2ir corps
.50 c-librc mochine guns in plac: of the .30 calibre machine guns in ths conx-
i<l position on 11l mudium tanks mountod with the 76mm gun. The .30 calibre
wacnine gun whs thon mounted on the turrct of the tanks.

Zn.my losscs inflicted for tho day were; 6 t-nks, L ass2ult guns, and 3
horsidr-wn vchicles destroycd. bupLortlnr 2ir accountcd for 7 tonks dastroy.d
and L oth:rs probably dostroyed. dnomy casuzltics wers 155 killed, 210 wound:d
and LL® prisoncrs.

Lth Armorad Yivision casualtics wore;-

Killud - 2 Off; 11 Eul
Woundad - L Off; L6 E!

2 liarch 1945;-

Activity in thc Lth «rmd vYiv szetor was gonortl light throughout the day.
CC"AM r_mainod in dcfoensive positions 1lons th:z wost bapk of the Kyll Rivar and
raoceived sporadie trtillery firc.

In thz CO"3" ar.~, ~ platoon from 4A/37 cntered the tovm of Sefforn,
northw.st of Scfferweich, without cnesuntoring the cnomy. 3 patrol of C/37
mnturced 3lboirg from ilalbergweich, 2nd found only scattered smnll arms .rcsistance.
a patrol from A/37 ontercd Kyllburg to ruconnoiter for bridges over the Kyll
Rivar but wcre driven from the town by cnzmy small arms and automntic weapon
firze 4 civili-n hnd proeviously iaformed the patrol that there wers no troops
in Kyllburg.
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In ~ clesed mecting held in vivision Hoadquarters 2t 1020 and 2ttended
by linj Gon Gaffey, Brig Gen Lnger, Col Sears, Col Graham, Col Goodall, vol Sulli-
von, ond the G-3 of th: S5th Inf viv,, plans were formulatod for thoe crossing
of the Kyll Rivere The Lth srmd Liv was to make 2 diversionary attack north
of zrdorf by firing 21l wcapons 2t targots oast of the river whils the Sth Inf
Div wns to cross under cover of darkness farthor to the south. The 2ttinck bigan
1t 2300 ~nd the 5th had soon :3tablishud 7 bridgencna ag2inst light cnomy
ogposition,

Th 25th Cav Ren Sgdn., in p~trol activitics on th. division north fl-nk,
dustroyced 175mm anti-tank gun, killcd 30 and captured 20 prisoncrs. Other
ineny casualtics wer: 50 wounded and 2L prisonsrs.

Lth armd Div chsunlties wors 1 killcd and 9 woundad,

3 Ziarch 19.5:-

The following troop list wont into cflect 2t 1900:-
goman ottt Rzscrve Conmnnd
o3 10 51(=~-s/
8 37 35(=s)
n/25 C/ZS x‘\/2h
/811 D Bn c/70h D/L89
c/2L B/2L
177 Fi Gp Hg Div .rty Division Trains
5L, 22 a/51
276 F. Bn 66 A/35
974 FA Bn 179 F.a Bn 126 (-.. % B)
B/L89 4/L89 380L
Wb 3/L6 LLlL
/126 B/126 1Lh
c/Les
1 P1nt/16 FH
M Gen Gaffeoy held 2 meeting of thc members of his staff ~nd sinior com=-
sondiors at Division Hoadquarters at 093C. It was disclesad 2t this time thot
the Lth .rmd Civ was to attack through th: bridgeshcad th~t wais being :st~blishod
ty th: S5th Inf Div on tho 2-st bank of th: Kyll ZRiv.or, _ 5t of Bithurg, ihe
division wns to attnck to the northe st with th. Rhine River in the vicirnity cf
Cotl:nz 2nd btridges in that oren as the objeuctivies. F1ons wore made for this
att2ck and -nother mo.ting was held at 1530 for finol preparations.  Zoth combat
cormands worz alorted to boe riendy to ~ti-ck -t 0700 on the Lth., CC".M was to
attack en the 1.ft with CO"B" on the right.
In preparation for tho ~ttack CI"s" ~ssumbled nerthwost of -itburg. The
37th Tonk 3 2ssembled north of 2itt.orsuor? and the 10th .amd Inf on group:d
in ths vicinity of Buckcndorf aft.r h-ving b..n reliov.d by th. 318th Rugt of tie
80th Inf Liv,
Several units were attzchod to th. civisio. “ar +thz coming 2ttack.e These
units were 811 1D Pn, 177th Fa Group, 274th Fu 3Bn, 974Lth £. on and the 179th
F.. Bn, o

Coloncl cavid .« Watt, Jr., iq Lth -srmd Uiv Ir:ins, w s wnnounc.d =5 the
Commanding O°ficsr, administrative Cuntor, Lth .rmd Yive, snd ~ssistint to the
Chi:f of Staff for Renr Zcholon in 1wdition to his other activitiis.
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The following French = ~rds were rresanted to distinsuished men of tho

Uth ..md viv for cxeoption 1ly “t.ritoricus scrvice in thioliboration of rrancce,

Logion of Honcr

Arig Gon ol L oLour -

3rig Gen Srucs o Cinrk: - S2"M
Colonzl Wond:1ll l-nch rd = .o
Coloncl Wrlter o 2igby - i Fq

MR
RV

_rv2 Sormand

Croix du Guorre (Urd.r of tho -rmy)
Col Croighton W .broms - 2.MBY

Lt Col .xrthur L West - 10th

it Col Loslic Y Goodzll - 25th

Lt vol Cuorg. L Jogues - S2rd

Lt Sol .1fr:d daybach - 5lst

Sgt jucrnic Tlolbrook - 25th

Lt Col idsr T Jonluy, Jdr. - fith
Lt Col L1k = damn = 37
It Col ..rthur o Fut.rsen =~
Lt Col icil i WAallwce ~ &6th
Coloncl ilexandor rahnm - oiv arty

Brig Gon Irnust oL Bixbhy - Formorly vhicof of Staff
Lt Col Grahnm Kirkp~trick - 10th

Lt ©ol Louis E Roth = 2Lth

Lt Col .Jdlcn il i'urphy - L99th

Col bowvid -+ Wttt = viv Trains

Lt Col John H Hinelick - biv Hg

Lt Col ®ornard C Knestrick - civ Hg

Ccl John % Sullivan - Liv Hq

Lt Ccl Harry & “rovm - Jiv HQ

Lt Col Hal T Pattison = C2M\M

~

o1

Sroix de ducrrc(Order of th: Corpsy
Lt Col Hob:rt E niniliard - Léth
Lt Jcl Richard B Zull.ur - 226th

A

sinj 3ilvio J Cioval:s - SoMaEM

Croix de¢ Guerrc(Order of the Uivision)
Capt Jancs H ri.lds - 10th

Lt Col Jmes H Von Wagen.n «- 2iv G
Maj Brank v Cibulka - viv Hg
Maj Gilbert J Chaissen - iy
FM1j Hollis .. Hunt - Div g
M2j Yovl H Hovens = Yiv Hg
Capt Horry C bunton - COMAY
Spt Fredorick L Gront - Div &g
Copt Joscph -« Costollo - Uiv Hg
Cxt Cl-rence J Foegrt:r - 35th
Lt lromns T Flinn - Div ig

'
o1
fe)
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Croix dc Gucrr: (Order of tho Rugimant)
S/Sgt Robert X “ri_nd - 10th
Sgt John Totony - 70Lth

Sgt John Usu-k~ - LA%th

T/L Theodor: T Liscavigs - 37th
T/Sgt iarwin Szttle - 35th
T/Sgt Alfrad Cava - 35th

S’Sgt Rob.rt H Kunny - 10th
1/Sgt Dellas B Canncn - Slst
S/Sgt Joscph Weglarz - 2Lth
T/Sgt Georgz & Gray - fth

T/5 Joscph Russo - 53rd

S/Sgt Charl:s E Lytle - Léth
Cpl Willi~-m R O'Connor - 37th
Sgt Herbort C Stover - 5lst
T/l Dominic Trasit-no - 53rd
T/L Byron E .m:s - 8th

S/Sgt Harold . Hathos = CCMAM
Sgt Richard .. Walker - 25th
Sgt Roburt Turcan - 7CLth
T/Sgt Decwcy .. Fritz - 10th
S/Sgt James .. Bonnois - 25th
T/Sgt Charl:s J Schelds - 53rd
Ffc Edgar .. Mill.r- Slst

T/3 Zdward T Cunrningh-am - L6th
Pvt Bow Smith -~ 9Lth

Crl Keith bieBride - 94th

Ffc Jack C Conrad - CCMBY

Sgt Horry 3 Hontgomcry - 272nd
Cpl L.owis H Fox - 66th

Sgt Ephrain Ryd:r - 2Lth

T/5 Eugenc Coruso - 66th

/8t = Blmzir 4 Hogebiurgor - 126th
S/Sgt Honry S linrkowski - 22nd

L “~reh 19L5:-

Yo ordurs wor. recoivid to bugin cresiing the .vll Rivir 25 originally
plannzd so the combat commands remtin.d in thoir ~ss nbly arinse Units mrde
fin~l preoparations for the 2ttack :nd v .nt th: a2 :ztting vshielos and cquip-
ment in tip-tor conditicn. Crdurs we. . re.coived ~t 1900 thot the ~ttuck would
bogin 2t 050730, The d:lay in boginnine the 2ttacis w2s duc to tha fact that
bridges and their arpronch:es wer. not in good .ncu'h condition. The Sth Inf
Div had not advanced s f-r 2s had bo:n anticii .tod-  2nomy opposition was light
but they had cneount.red terrain difficulti.s with thsir vchiclise

Th: 704th TD Bn wns rolunszd from =t ~chmint to XX Corps and the 9Lth
Inf Dive, moving from the vicinity of Sanrbour: 'nc clesisg in Rittersdorf 2t
1500 Thz battalion was ~ttr.ched to Rusirve Sormnng with B/70L ~ttnchod to CoM.M
wnd ©/70L attach.d to SI"3". & platoon from W' Corpnny wns attached to the
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25th C~v Ren Sgdn. Th. f11 "I © w75 roliased from attachmunt to the division
upon th. =rrival of th. Tultie

Forvnrd Tch.lon rov:d from Ob.rwsis 2t 1LOO and closcd in Bitburg -t
1500.

S M~rch 19L5:-

Vith CO"S" 1:~dins~, tho division moved from 2ssembly 2rcas north and
735t of Fitburg at 0730, throuth itburg, 7nd bugan crossing the Kyll River
vt o uttin~on to ~ttack to th: northe-st through the 5th Inf Div bridge-

» -d. Ths corbnt comm~nds m rch.d in on: column to Motterick wherc thoy split,
rith OON M A acking towird todem aad CCMA" townrd Gondorf.

4737 ~nd S/10 1zd tr . CC"3 colwm nnd raceived thoir first rusistance
Qorth of Tndume This rusistanes consisted of rock.t ond artillery fir: but tho
colurn contirnusd r~.vin- witkout stopoin~e 1a moving from 2~den toward Orsfeld
1t O8LS, th. force r.c:iv.d .a.ry t.al Tir, from north of the town but .nturcd
Orsfold ~nd found onl7 r:nr ~u~re rosistwmes, CC"B" tihen drove north toward
Miisburs vrith such o) o4 th-t mon oy ~nd much oquipmont was taken bofore
ths cnimy w73 oreoniz.a to ol .r str.ne r.oiistanes and by, and by 12L6 the col-
wm ont orod ishurse D737 dosiraved fonr .nomy tonks north of leisburg and
dr:v: through Weid.nbich ind captur.d Wrllonborn without any supporting infantry,
dony wazon trnins ~nd miscsllonzous vohiclis were dostroy.d in Wall .nborn.

C/37 and /10 attacked Salm from Moisburg 2na m:t only light cnomy rosistincs.
Uany whgon=trainz, 3 1C5m guns, ~nd soveral 75mm cuns wiore destroycd 2t Snlm.
CC"A" ovtposted S1lm, Wnllunborn and Woid.nbach for th: nisht. Thoy had zavanced
20 miles 2ftor hiaving crosszd the Kyll wivers

CoMAM sncountarad 2 smnll crorp of cnomy infantry soun ftor lotving
littorich on th: war to Gindorf. Th: column c-pturcd or killud those inf.ntry-
m.n but vrora soon holt:d by 2 tlovm bridec. Reconnzissninci wis mrde for nosuite
"bl. br-pass but non- wos found, I-nks of the 8th Zonk Bn ford.d ths stro ind
continu.d toward Gincorf but rzlf tracks and whcez:lzd vehiclos were forcad to
romain in placc.  after CCPBM had clearcd kMetterich the whoclad vehiclus and
nalf tracks of CC".M wunt back to iutterich and proc:oded toward Gindorf viz
34 m. Thu 6th cntored Gindorf agninst small arms resistrnce 2nd destroyed two
cneny tonks northcast of the town. They proccided on to Oberknil whore thoy
found the bridge over the Kail River destroyed. Some cnomy small orms 2nd
bozooka firs w~s r:ccived but by 1705 the town was clenr:d ~nd outpostad for
thc nighte B7d rozds ~nd blown bridg:s slowed the progross of CC"™.." morz than
cnomy rosistancae

The 25th Cav Ren Sadn screcned th: loft flank of CJ"B" and during the
day captured Kyllburgwcillcor, S:cinsfeld nnd Stcinborm.

Znomy losses inflictud during tha day wers 5 iiark VI tonks, 2 Fark V
t-nks, L 105mm guns, 2 7Smm guns, L 150rmm muns, 3 .8-n -uns, 200 risc:llon. us vehi-
cl:is an? 120 herse-rawn vchiclsas dcstr y2'. Encmy camualtices were 300 killed, 200
wounded ~nd 1375 enrturad,

Lth amd Div casunlti.s wero:-

KFill.d Wounded ‘issing
off C 1 C
o 12 25 2
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The Civil /ff-~irs Scection of thc division was redesirn~tcd ns th: Military
Government Scetion (Sse I, GO L2, Hg Lth .rmd Div cs)
Yi/Sgt Mike Lapinski nnd T/L Leo Wognar, S51st ‘rmd Inf Bn, were ~wmrdad
th: Logion of lerit for exceptionnlly meritorious conduet in the porformaonce
of outstanding scrvicas in dosigning 2 skate mortar mount for half trocks,
from 31 ny 19LL to 17 Junc 19LL. The presentation was made by Moj Gon Gaffiy.

6 arch 1945:=

CC"2" movzed out from their ~ssombly 2ren in the vicinity of Wzidenbach,
S~1m =nd W~ll:nborn 2t 0715 with B/37 2nd B/10 lcading the attack. The colurn
procoided through Oborstadtfeld, which clements of ths 25th Cav Ren Sqdn had
outposted on the previous night. Bztween Oberstadtfeld and Putsborn CC"B" wos
fircd on by three cnoemy tankse The 66th Grmd Fa Bn covered the advancing column
with smekz and then placed dircet 2nd observed fire on the znzmy tanks, dos-
traring on: and forcing th: other two to withdraw. C/66 hadtwo 17 105mm motor
carringos dostroyed in this netion, The column then attackzd through Putsvorn,
Ysunkirch.n, Daua, D-orscheid -nd Schonbach to Ulmen, artillery, rockst ~nd
mort-r fir: wzrs riccived from both flanks ~nd the force was tcemporarily split
scvornl times dus to this :nomy firc. There was at lonst one road block in
1t snch town but mony of thiso had bezn left undefondede Raosistanc: in the tovms
*ns ;. onornlly lizht 2nd consisted of reor guard and sniper firce So rapid wos
th. mdvanes of CIM"B" that the CP of the 13th German Corps in the vicinity of
S.wikirchin was overrun, ~nd the commandor, Lt Gen Draf Edwin von Rotnkirch
~nd Trach, togathor with his staff, w:r. captured. ~Schonbach was takcn 2t 1215
wnd ~t 1330 C3"BY forwnrd cloments ontor:d Ulmens .o lorge wunrtermastor oopot
1ns coptured in Ulmen with largs quantitics of supplizs and cquipmint. CO"a!
cutonst.d Tlmoen and reccivid sporaddic nrtillery fire throu-hout the nisht.

Impnssibls ronds 2nd blown brid-cs in thoe vicinity of Oburknil forc:a
G to r.omnin there for th: nisht. In ths morning they wars ordsr:d to follow
Co"3" ~nd to t-ke par2llsl routecs whinover possible.  Large numbers of taory
prison:rs rmeving to the ra-r, togothzr with soft roads, di.layed th: movormonts
or SIMA until 1100, At this time thoy —oved to Meisturs ond followed thc routo
of CC"3", Snipor fire was the only rosistonee off.r.d :long thc rout: wnd =t
1G6EC they closed in Salm, Wallenborn, Ud:srsdorf -r .n ~fter having moved 20.3
~il .3,

Th 25th Cav Ren Sqdn capturcd = lareg. cnemy 2mmunition dwip st of
“xisburg ~nd movad on to Salm wher: ther rocesived hoavy ~rtillory fire it oo
nsmy road block.

The units o Rescrve Cormmand romnirn.d in the vicinity of Rittorsderf but
%are alsrted to movs 2s soon 2s the cor-.st.d road conditions @nst of the Kyll
River wers cleared.

Encmy losscs inflictzd durin- th: day wer. 2 Mark IV tanks, L M~rk VI
tonks, 3 Mark V tanks, 100 miscellanocous vehicl.oz, R0 horse-drawn viehicles, 1
h-1lf trnck, 15 anti-tank guns, 16 105mm zuns, and 1 75mn gun destroyod. Cos-
u~ltics included LO killed and 976 coptur:c.

Lth ‘ormd Jiv cnsunltics woro:-

Kill.d Wound. <
Jff 0
B 15 29
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i eroup of five officurs nni 55 znlisted men rrers plac:d on temporary
duty with thc 17th Reinforcuminit De-pot for roturn to Recoution Stations in the
Unitazd States for 20 Jnys rost and rocuperntion; {(Er 1, 30 50, Hg Lth .irmd
Div cs). :

7 Mnreh 19).353 -

ge" movid out from Ulmen ~t 0730 to continue the advance townrd the

Rnin: in th. vieinity of Cohlinz. The wenthur was cold and visibility was
limit.d »octuse of £11lin: snowr, The condition of thz sccondary roads forcad
the colun to march on the m~in hizhways., lioving southeast, CCYBY advanced to
*uchicl md sntored the tovm without oppositione Fram Buchcl they procooded
northircst toawnrd Tniscreschs On the outskirts of Knisuresch th: colwm hnltcd
ne 22livorod an oultimntum ovaer the loudspenker system for the tnomy surrcnder
or th. town “rould ks destroycde 1th. znomy complied -nd th. town was ontored
without crposzition. 200 prisoncrs w.r. t=k.n and approxim-tcely 300 z21licd
prisousrs ond slove lsborers of 211 noticnnrlitics wer: rolo-s:zde The forece con-
tinw.d north.2na pass.d throuvsh Duncrnliim without opposition. Tho first cnemy
orposition of the day was zneowntord -t J(uhrige This town was held by mn anti-
2ircr2ft resiments Compony "D" of th. 37th Tank Bn destroyed th: unit-circraft
cuns in this vnlley south of ti:z town =and “dvaneced up the high zround te the
approachas of Kehrige ..t this point tazookas and anti-tank guns opened up 2nd
kaockzd out two of the ~pprozachin: t-nks. .\n ultimatum w2s issucd to the enemy
but it w2s ~nswered by qunfire. -a artillsry barrags wns directed on Kchrig
afgzr which .i/37 "nd 4/10 assaultced the tovn and took it irithout further loss,
Continuing to th: northenst the column cntared Poleh .t.1LLS with no cncmy
-opposition, The force was moving rapidly ~s ittle or no or.my opposition w-s
cncountercd. .t Ochtendung, two cnomy tra2ins and columns of troops wore crughti
attempting to leave town and #ire brought undor heavy firce, Mony prisonars
were capturcd. in this action and the towm wns taken by 1730, Ochtendung wos -
stron;ly outpostcd for the nizht ~ftur an ~avanec of 25 mil.s by SCUWBY,

' CCM"a% moved out from th: vicinity of Weideonbach 2t 0630 with the advonce
zlements moving through lichren to Ulmen =nd the r.oor =lem nts followed the rout:
towren by CO"EY.  This split movimonts wos denc to facilit~t:r movements as the .main
rout:s wure congestud with prisoncrs nd su, plizse The: forward ~nd rezr cliomenis
joinzd 2t Ulmen 2nd followzd th. same route token by CCU"B". o organizoed resis-
tance was.enceunt.r.d but many F¥'s wore token along the routce Units of CoMiM
closad in an 2s72mbly ar.n botweon Foleh and Cchtendun: Aftzr having ndvanced
Aprroxim taly 36 milos, ' :

The units of Resczrve Commnnd movid cut from thsir 2ssembly arez in the
vicinity of Rittcersdorf =t 0700, cross:d th. Kyll River a1t Erdorf fcellowing: the -
s7mz rout2 as tho othor combat cummmnds, 'nd closcd in th. vicinity of Dorschcid
1t 1800,

Forward Schclon 1oft =dtburz ~t 1100 nd clos:d in Larscheid 2t 1800,

Zn.my lossas during the dvy included § Irak VI imks, 3 iark V tonks, 10
half tracks, 2 trucks, 17 staff care, 100 :iscell-n:ious nmotor vihicles, 200
horscedr-sm vobicles 3 75mm guns, 6 150mn L horrcl.d Lot sluorfors, 2 sclf-pro-
o.1iled puns; 6 105mm guns, nd 87 20 mm multi-barrol.d anti-airerz2ft guns destroyzd.
L fucl lwericntisn dump was ~lso captured. 1500 wllicd priscncrs were rolenscd,
:nemy casurltizs included 140 killid ~nd 983 capturced.
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Fourth Armored Division casualties weres-

Killed Wounded
Off i 3
EM 1 21

Capt. Daniel C Jakovish, Hq Lth iArmd Div (SSS), left to attend a six-day
course of instruction at the Army ithletic Staff School, Cite Universitaire, Paris.
srance,

8 March 19L45:-

Brig Gen Holmes E Dager, commanding officer of CC"B", left the division to
assume command of the 1llth Armd Div, Lt Col Creighton W ibrams was named to succec
Gen Dager and Major Hunter was anprointed commanding officer of the 37th Tank Bn.

CC"BM was ordered to attack the towns of Kettig and saffig. and at 0800 A/37
and 4/10 moved from Ochtendung toward Plaidt. The foree encountered some bazooka
fire and mine-fields in the vicinity of Echtfeld but the column entered the town
against scattered smpll arms resistance. Simultaneously, B/37 and B/10 attacked
saffig and took the town without o.icsiticn. &t 1300 B/37 ani B/10 attacked from
Saffig northeast toward Kettig. artillery and small arms fire were received from
the woods between the towns but artillery fire from the 66th Armd FA Bn on this
position neutralized the enemy resistance. Approximately 200 prisoners were taken
from the woods after the barrage., Kettig was entered at 1700 and B/37 proceeded
through the town and took up positions on high ground overlooking the main high~
vay from indernach to Coblenz. Enemy convoys moving toward Coblenz made good tar-
7ets and many moterized horse-drawn vehicles were destroyed. The 22nd Amd FA Bn
reverted to Reserve Command from CC"B",

The units of CC"A® attacked from the vicinity of Ochtendung at 0800 and cap=~
tured the towns of Bassenheim and Wolken with little opnosition. The attack con-
tinued at 1LOO with B/53 and D/8 assaulting, Rubenach, Heavy fire from depressel
anti-aircraft guns was received by the two companies from the vicinity of Mettericl..
but the town was captured by 1600, The 53rd (%B) and the (D) entered the towns
of Katlich and Mulheim, There was no oppcsition at Karlich but some direct fire,
which was quickly reduced, was received as the column entered Mulheim, The Kar-
lich, Mulheim, Rubenach area was strongly outposted for tlie night,

The 704th TD Bn olus D/35 was given the mission of protecting the main supply
route in the vicinity of Alflen and Buchel. The battalion closed in Alflen at
1100,

The "lst Armd Inf Bn moved from Dsrscheid at 1L0O, passing through Schonbaeh,
Ulmen, Kaiseresch, Dungenheim, Kehring, and closing in Polch at 1740. The 35th Tank
Bn left Darscheid at 1300 and clcsed in tre vicinity of Einig, southwest of Polch.
They were the first to enter Einig and encountered a small enemy patrol there., Two
of the patrol were killed and four were taken priscner. The 25th Cav Ren Sqdn
screened to the north of CC"B",

Forward Echelcn moved from Darscheid at 1330 and closed in Foleh at 1600.

Enemy losses inflicted during the day were 8000 rounds of 75mm and 88mm ammuni-
tion cantured; 61 miscellaneous motor vehicles, 20 horse-drawn vehicles, 1 truck,

1 peep, 8 large calibre artillery pieces, 1 anti-tank gun, 1 self~propelled gun,
and 2 20mm anti-aircraft guns destroyed. Enemy casualties were 104 killed, 165
wounded and 950 captured,
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Ltn .orrmor ol Zivisi

so.o by the Lthoarmd oiv

Vollksimenas - 1

1f trachs - 1

-
{

‘ L ~S e, iy = 1

vC’T,.L- ArIraTe LU -4

: 7

Lrn.e ;

Jntf-tmh.guns
AR rw uns - 3
iotorzyclis - L
.rtillery batiorics - 3
.crwnition fwme - 1
¥illzd - L6O
Woundal = 240

iris.n.rs - 2,755

Tk £21lowin s omomy units wer: cncountered by the civision in ths drivs
ts.th. Ridns, 167th, 2h4th, 326th, 3LOth, ~nd 560tk roancicr Jivisions ona tuo

[

2na Panzor Livisicn, ~11 of which wers 2ithser wipsd out or sev.rcly =mnul..
9 “mrch 19LF%:-

Th: followins trooy list went into .[fzct ~t 1200--

gonih ccnpn Reserve Somrmond
= .
35 10
5% 5l 37
gl ) 7CL (-2 % C)

z/70L C/rol 2L (=1 2 C)
c,2L ZIN 179

177 275 ) 22

o7k, s

)25 c /253 D/LRY

3/L" . BLG vivision Troops
2/LE =/1%4 25 (=a 2 C)
“;//126 _l Lf.:T, > uh Inf lJiV .

iy 2f unit commondlrs w23 holo b Division Hsmaquarters 2t €930

~

“h. £ 1l.+in plons wers u1Jc139Jd. CoMmM m3 to cuatinue the prisunt

[EESETS SO

miscion of cl.oaring th. cucmy from tha wist bank of the Rhing and to be pre-

rerod to mict passible wnomy infiltration. CCMB" was to move on Treds to scize
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osecur. o brid-s oaeress theooos01ll River, if dntact. If the bril L owes
blowm w.rs 0 roconniit.r for crossing sitose  mIsirv: Jominna s to move into
rositisns 1oft by CI"E" and boe prephrzd to rzinforce: sithor combot commtnd,  The
11th ..t Combut To~m of th. Sth Inf Div. which wns 2ttochod to this division,
wosoLrasrsd to cluar catmy infantry south of xodlsoroch hnd to provint tho
cnury from infiltratine in the vicinity »f ’1r:n gt Uirschcid.

Tr.> units of CI"BM" moved Lut a1t 1200 te securs = bridoz over th. ..os.11:
Adver in the vicinity of Troise The 51st ..rmd Inf 2n follow.d 2 route from
A‘F”1? throush Duna,nhulm, Knisirasch, Hombuch, and Binningon, The 35th 1-onk
Zn m val from th. vicinity of Einig tbruugh Kollig, Rocs, 7ni -rohle Thi ~tt-cl -
iz f rco wos halted botween Brohl ~nd Carden by tank and small “rms fir: 2nd
~ti-tonk minsse One unemy tonk was dastroyed and the 35th lost on. tonk by
cnz ook firse  Ths rmincs were cl-°rcd and the cneomy infantry were crpturad or
kill.4d ~n. ths column cnterzd Carden at 16LS. The znemy dofonded flbrcblj
th. ~orronchos to the wrilzc 'n Cﬁrdan. The narrow str..ts of th. town mage
cvoacLs slew and difficulte Bnomy rosistance consisteodl of 4niper 2nd bozoo
fir. -n: ~rtill.ry firc fron south of th: Mosclloee s the attacking force
“prrenchod the bridec, it w3 iostroyed by the rotrexting Torecese  Under covir of
imrinoss, thy Slst withdrew t. hirh cround surrounding the towm ~nd s-.nt pbrols
int: Soriicn during the nicht to liarn 1if th: enemy had infiltratcd thot position,
ino 25th withdrow 1o 3inningon for the night after having lost thoir sceone tonk
t- tuzs k2 firs in C-rdin.  The 66th Armd F.. Bn., rcinforced by thv 276+r Fa
Sey oy lrezd 2t Zinnincon and fircd on oonemy »oositions neross th: kosllle during
tr. onihte

Thz units 2f J3".M ~nd J.s.rve Jommnnd swept th2 wist bank of th. ©fhins
trom Urmitz scuth to Sublenz, o.stroying much cnomy oguipmont on the -avdsrnach-
Soblinz hihwoy.  snomy units 1o ins towerd tho Rhins werl strondod mon tho
romoiniag bricgs vz Wlown tc wr.v.oat thodr scsizurce  fraffic on th. riv.r roud
melL sy tare et fur our thaxs ool nrtillory on the hish cround ovlrlo kio
tho r.wis The river toms of Knltoninocrs, St Stbustinn, Kuss.lh.im, Jnll_rc-
ooiry ondonzuendorf wer. claarcd by o forco of o % G/8 aad tho S53rd. 3/10,
vit' <y ting tanks from the 37th Trnk 2riey, nttackod Whdsonthur ot 1430 il

e ur:l TL; town ~zninst li~ht smnll -rms resistances thoy cutrosto. the towm

f*r koo olobt.

Ih, ~rministrotive Contor movel from “ochy, Lot ours ond o 2lislloin Hor -
rich C .rmnny.

snury 1osses durine the day inclucet 1oiiek W otent, Loark IV tonks, 1
inrk, trn. wnknom, 26 half tracks, 119 fruc?:, 3R 5tU7F enrs, 2 nrmlrllocors,
92 M13cv41-n .ous voehicles, 17 mutoreyel 5, L troilors, 70 2.mym mnti--dircr-ft

~ns, 36 R8mm runs, 2° 26mm cuns, 10 105~ 'uﬂﬁ, 17 170 uns, 2 snti-tonk
Juns, ?O bazookas, 10,000 rounds “fr cwoomition, e L0000 roands 20me muoni-

tizne ~sutltizs were 103 kill.d, 100 w wol.d, "al 309 =~ tur.d.
Fourth armorced Division casw:ltiig w.ooos-
Kill.qd N, “Hssings

|

orf 1 L
Bl 8 19 2

10 irrch 1945~
In the C3"A" ssctor nlong thi Moscllc River, companics "8 anl 3" of the

51st armd Inf Bn,, ~n. "AYM ang "3% of thr 35th Tonk 3n., moved out from th.
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vicinity of Zinningon to cl:i-r th: surr-unding towns to the southwest. Tho
forc. passced through Wirfus, Illorich, Landkorn, and Greimorsburg but cncountared
nc nemy troopse

Thore was little ~ctivity in the CI"B" scetor. Fotrols from C/8 nd C/53
roconncitered the arzt in the vieinity of Coblinz and daiscovar.d thot 211 thr:e
zri.~.s neross tho io3211c into Joblinz weur: blowm. The forcs continucd its ro-
cennaissnnce scuth nlong the ifosclle and took the towns of Suls 2nd Winnings.n
with 1ittle oppeosition., Many cnumy trocps surrenderced to the foreco witnout a
shot being firad. Th2 53rd (=C) moved from Wolkocn ot 1250 and clos.d in Rubon-
2AChe

Thz 7CL4th TL Bn was rzlizvie by _liments of th: Sth Inf Yiv from its misci n
2s rroticting the main suprly rout: and mived from :dflen 2t 130 anc closcd in
Oent ndunz 2t 1900,

C/37 with th. aid of th: 1lth «rml Inf Bn., clonn.d up mors cnomy pockots
rount 4oisscathurn and cut the .nistnnch-Coblinz hizhway. l:uch equipment
was destroyzd and many priscnors wer:s tokone.  The 25th Cav Ren 5qdn clcernd
thz towns af llunstcrmaifcld ~ndl eischeim,.

Jricrs woere reczived thot the bivision was to be relicv.d by the Sth
Inf Div which was to establish ~ tridssh.ad across the Moscllce The Lth amd
Div v uld then drive through the bridgchead with Worms and bridees across the
Rhinc =25 cbjectives,

arcport from G-2 stated that through the usc of ths loudsponkor, the
Psychological Warfarc Tzoam had accountzd for 500 prisoncrs in rccent cparations,

Encmy losscs inflicted during th: day included 4 88mm guns, 3 hzlf trocks,
57 rifles, L machine guns, 2 trailors, and 21 Tcllerminas dastroycde Frisoners
of w-r taken during the day numbcred 7LL.

Fourth armcred Division casualtics included:-

Killed

Off 0
Ei L
11 rch 19L5:-

Th: action of the units of the division was confinced to potrelling wnd
reconnaissance missicnse The division wns in the prucsss of boing relieved =fter
the ropid drive from the Kyll to the Mines The 1lth J.ormd ~nd 90th Inf Vivisi.ns
wire coming up on the divisisn left flenk, the 87th Inf riv in the r.ar, anc the
5th Inf Uiv on th: right flank,

CC".AM patralled the wost bank of the Rhincg in the vicinity of Coblinz
taking scevoral priscners who had beon stranded by the klowing of the bricges over
the Rhinecs. The 8th Tank n outposted ths tewns of Urmitz ~nc St Scbastizn. o
p~trzl frem the 53rd womd Inf In was sent to Nounoiderf to invostigate ~ropert
cf = prisoncr thnt 2 bridge was intnct ovir the river hhinc. The patrol returncd
with ~ ncgative reporte

CC"B" was relicved by the S5th Inf Div 2nd bugan moving to the assembly
arz2 in tho vicinity of Uamlen ~t 0730, Th: CF of ZC"IM" cluscd in Gomlen;
the 53rd cliscd in Ross 2t 09203 the 66th movad to Sinnineen and the 35th to
Keifcnheime
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Tho 25th Cav Zen 3o 2lowr it th: toms of Lohmon nni fosclsursch 2ninst
small arms rosiztonce.  The 7ulith (=2) patrolled the scetor 2lone the ihing
ivor botwaen Kottic, Zorlich, and (ulhoine  Ths plateen of the 611 T Bn, which
mal o Loon o attrchol to o tan wivision whs rolilved from attochmont ont o rovertod
ts batt-li:n C‘ntr,l % Ginnoorf,

Znzmy 1oss.s inflicts! curing the ooy wers 2 killoc, 30 woundsl, 129
pris-n.rs, nad L st- f; crs, 1 armir.z bwr, Q h: lf tracks, T4 truvko, 10 rot r-

cycl:s, 1 “usz, 10L2 sm~1l arms weopens, S Tollirmines, LOO rounds bazook~ wrmu-
aiti-n, 15 anti-rircraft suns, 16 ”ntW-t“qn guns, 1& artillery piacas, S rock:ots,
£ m.rtors, R misgall-n.sus vohiclus, 135 mochin: ~uns, L 8%mm _uns, -~nd 296
g s wostroyoed.
Uivisicn ca2sunltics wors twd onlistzd men woundode.

12 ¥.reh 19L5:-

2 divisicn mnlde oo wivances on this date ~lthoech strong p“fr’ls and
c.ntcted cnimy l.momnts “tu,ﬂp inc to floc to ths (hinoe  COWM out-
cms ~long the trost bonk of the Ghine River north of Coblunz to prevent
chumy infiltrotion from ncress the river. The units of COMAM wore

: in tovms in tn. vicinity ot tualine Koscrve Command wns 2lortod to

m.v: fr.om toms in the vieinity of Ocht.ndung to an 253.mily 2ren in the vicinity

f Laune Lt wes roport.ol thet cnomy infontry were in the proposel tssinbly

“ri 30 0 tesk foreoc composen of D/37 ~nd C/10 were 2l.rted to r.conniiter the

2Tl
Jrr*f“/nd:nts from th. 52tur 2y Iv.ning Post, 32ltincre Sun, ~nd Stors

anc Strip.s visited vorious units 4. int.orviow officirs il .nlist.d nmon in
rosTr ».c.nt ~porntions.
In.mp losses .urding tho dny ower. Lo killow, 39 prisonrs, 1 phibvicus
20mm nmortor, 100 srnll sortors, 2 ~rtillory pizcos, 325 minll ~rms, ond
Latrivia.

Th: ¢ivision hn no babtle casultics on this dnto.
13 “inrch 1009:-

Thi ocombhat comand of the divizsin e thLa : UTouUp Gno ErLprl
vchielas ane. 2Guipmant for A drive south f +hs 13:11c sivor oftor the Sth
Inf Div ha' .stidblishad a bridgzhzad, ,
The units <f CC"2" nmoved from po.citi ns 5 uwth Jf ro tr 2 ocualrl
bly aroa vost of Koehome he 815+ Jorms Inf En movod from the wicinity of
8y 773300 tnrouch Hnifon i, o0l Tomluch, Yrissronch, anolrtth,
N clos.e in Tollmoroth -~ 1220, T 3%iR Itnko ft onoitoanlin tt
nnd eloscd in L1fl.on 2t 11L5. Th. 66tk rm . Inoiv. fronm Sinningen o
Schmitt.

CCMM w5 ¢ mpl.tely v livid hwotho ~7th Inf Liv o ane the units were
cngozad in dnintonaacs of voniclis sn guipmont i, ropertti ns for Duturs
-ocratinse The 53¢ warm! Inf on skt ooovmon TV LA D n.ar ths bottnli.n Cr.

R X f.res Ir.on ‘\J," mrly ocron onLar 5affiz oot

. Vo _~ -~
.sorve Sommnd sont 0 tisk
yoIT LT o _"1.,» 3oirll camye o sore2

A
)
3 cuns W f =h. 12tk o 37+h. th flrec

ry
0615 t . 52, ths ar.~ in the vicinit
WS conp sw. of /37, /10 nn tho s
171t 0815 ~nl ritura.s it 1IR30 srita tho roport thot tho oronowas ocevplon

by frin.ly scrvic. tr. ps.e In the th: n.ve of Joserve Sorcnl bl the

wehron ssiwbly nron was cancollow
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oy bty MO of thy LAOtL el sh)t“déﬂq‘?n F; 109rin the Yicinity
£ 7 lehs T TR lane, which s str-fing, was brousht down ith W50 calibor
anchine tuns ond the o1l wes killod.
Sporoxinitsly 57 strocglors vere pickod up by ~ivision units in thedr
Movzs t. now 235.mbly rcnsSe
The Jdrinistrative Contor moved frem Korperich to Bitburg.

1l inrch 1945:=

The division raceived orders from XII Corps tu be prepared to attack
through the Sth -nd 90th Inf Div bridzchcads neross the Mosslle River with Bad
Kronzanch ~nd 2 bridechsnd sver th: Hohe Eiver as the first ubjectives (THX
rocived from 11 Sorps)e Jftoir ruochnine tio first .hjoctive the division wns
2 bl oproverse o avones . ssize crissings of th: Rhinc River at SBingen,
v2iaz, r Worms. The vlon f ottack whs for the Jdivisin to cross the licsills
2t ircis one Eutzonsorf with S2"a" on otno left and CC"B" on the richts Rasorve
Corrimna w3t f 11:w CC"E™, Tho 25th Cav iten Sqdn was to provid:z sccurity

n tho Jivisi n orisht floak. Trs £ sdnc tro p list vms sffoctive for tho
~tinck.

gon..m oonp! Res.rv: Commnnd

53 10 51

A 37 35

/25 c/25 D/LR9

/700 ' C/70L o 2L(-hal)

c/24 L2k " D/70L

Scct/995 Soct /995 ’

I/LR9 /L9

177th FS GP Hq Div ‘rty

9k 22

276 F.. Bn 66

179 Fii Bn 191 F.\ Bn

/L6 3/L6

/126 2/126

The units of CCMWM moved to A genaernl assombly ~roa in the vieinity f
F.rbne The 53rC pmd Inf Bn left Rubznach at 12C0 2n” closcd in Kerbun 2t 1330
Aftor troveling 2 distance of 10.3 milnse The 8th T2nk 3n mived from iiullhcim
t. thz viecinity »f Keone

The units -f CS" M as<umblad in tems in ths vieinity of Gamlen. The 10th
armé Inf Sn and th:s 37th T-nk bn movad from Saffiz at 1300 ~nd passcd throuch
Pchtondung, Forlch, Kekrig, Dungsnheim, ~nd the 37th close in Kaiseresch. The
10th ‘rmd Inf Bn c>ntinusd cn thruh Hmbuch, Gamlon, K-ifernh2im, and cl.scd
in Rocs 2t 1730. The 66th rmd Riin moved from Sshuitt to Lunfuse The 70Lth
TD Bn moved from the vicinity «f Ochtendun: ~t 13C0 ~nc cleseld in Dungenheim
2t 1810. The 22nd .omd 7. 3n moved from the vieirity of Gehtendung at 15L5
thr uch F:lch, Kehrig, K-dsarosch, Hmbuch, -n’ cl sol in ths vicinity of Dunfus.

15 rrch 19L5:=

Ths wits £ CO"E" moved sut from the vieinity of Gamlen 2t 1130 t5 ~tinck
southward thr-uch the Sth Inf Div bridgohoad across the Mcsclle divere tho column
bn~on cr.ssin~ the river at 1300 at Eiden but congestion of the vehicles 2t the
brii-. =ith th:sz >f the 5th Inf Div sl-wad the crossing considerably. After
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crcssing the rivar the colum move! through Burgen, Mockon, Evcrsh”uscn ~nd
Dommorshausene Only -iscrgonizol cnemy resistance ©f unicfondec rond klocks,
licht wrtillﬂry and small ~rms firs w2s cneruntored in those t,wnso ar Tl
bl-ck ¢f fallun trevg, rrotected by mortors ~nd 20mm puns Joloyoo the ¢ lunmn
fr forty-five rinutcs south of Doreeilzr.  Direct firs from the tonks kn.cked
cut the Lonomy suns 2n the ferez continusd the attacke 3 ome “nti-tank fire wos
raccive’ fr.m Belthoins but these guns were Quickly westroyed by artilliry firc.
The fircc thon aivancz. rapicly toward Simmoern, passing thruch Goilenroth an.
L~ubach, Excelleont ~ir surport wos reccived on cnemy strong p ints which rosult-
zd in numcrsus cnemy vehicles being destroyced and many priscners boing takens
Lo~ding cloments ronchod Simmern t 1715, scized the town and sccurcd ~ bridec
acr:ss the Simmer Aivsr, The town of Simmern and the bridr2 wore hoavily ~ut-
p.stc! for the night. The CP of CC"3" closed in Laubach ot 2000, During the
m~rch t-nks 1l:1 th: c¢-lum +thon resistance was cxpected and in open c:untry where
therz was 1ittls -pp s5ition, the infantry lod the forece. Thoe cmpliyment provoa
successful ~ad hastens. the m vemint of the unitse CC"B" was nlarted t- move at
0630 th> f 1ll.owins -y
Tho units f CoMAl 1cft the nssembly arcz2 in the vieinity »f Korben ot
1200, cr:sscd tho lizselle River at Hatzenport and attacked throush ths bridee-
hun of the 9Cth Inf VYiv, The cclumn fillowed 2 routs thr.ough ficrshauscn, beulich,
il Gonesrshnussn, e unterin: nly licht small ~rms rosistance in thoesc towns.
Loisonfell wes defeonic! by £ our onti-tank zuns and hzwy smoll ~rms firce Two
“f thz anti-tank zuns were destroycd ant the other two wore capturcd while the
infantry wore routed from their positi.on by the advance f the tnonks, Emmolshauscn
~n Schwnll in that vicinity werce 2lsoy cleared anc Ledlsenfeld was utpostod for
thic nirght, the CP of CC™W.™ clised in G.ndzrshausen.
ir .ps of «eserve Command mavid to 2n 2assembly arsa in the vicinity -f
Dun .rhiim in preoparati.n for following CC"B" the next daye The Slst ..rm! Inf
In vzl from Walmer th at 0935, passing through Filz, .nicroth, and K-iscresch
~n. ¢l.osc) in Dungenheim 2t 1130, Th: 35th T2nk Bn moved from «1flcn -t U8LS
lcl o0k in ths vicinity .f Dungenhoim 2t 1015,
runrd Echel-n m.ved from Polch 2t 1600 and closzd in Gomlen it 1730,
En~1ﬂ ~55¢s inflicted during th: oy inclulel 1905 killol, 150 w unled,
91% pris nors 6 ~nti-tank funs, 3 mm ocuns, 6 20m uwns, 1 helf treek, LL motor
Ltr'ns, rts, /5 horacrawn vohicles ani 1l i torcyel. Lats yule  OnL o trmmuniti n
amr Wwis dzstr oyl and one was capturc .
Lth .rm r2d Yivisi n casu2ltics v .re:=
Killco Wouni ol
Ofr 0 3
JO 2 2

16 M~rch 1945:-

Both combat cominnls ¢ ntinuza their attack toward the linh: nivar 2t
0630 with CC"B" m:vinz :ut fr.m Simmcrne. Opp:siti n ris .oncrelly licht during
th: corly stages of the ~ttack ~nl c.onsiste!l -f unl.finass road tlocks wnd spor-
~ide snnll arms fire. The ronte tokoin & the c.lumn was from Simmern thr uoh
Ti“f:nb“ch, darkerw-ld, 'Ttods, "intorboch, Winterbur:s, Bickenau, Sponhiim,
sonlely wdssheim, Yeinshodm, Huffelsheim tna Horheime  10C cnomy l-bircrs worc
zopturcd nt dintcrbuch 2s thiy worc working -n hasty ocmplacomentse I1.st of the
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t->wns ha¢ n roa’ olsek n ihe moin o0 hut they were wn .fen 20 o the firee
cither by-pussel .r ostr v.o thome The ~wivanes wos ropil ons lezling climants
of the clun rincks I orhuin oo the okl Wver ot 1200. $/37 =nd /10 procuclod
to Lot wnstor ol £ ouns tho mvidn trilococ Hoown but crosood oon 2 raillroad bridec
They recciv.. 20wm fir: ~n. wer. bonb.d and strafcd os they

which was 1ntnct.
cr ssu. the riveor ,ut the briic rumiin.l intcete By 1315 they hnd roachad

Sdtonbomberg wnd *:st,d th. twn wnritin: further orderse ZResistance appearcd
il r/ T - » L3
ts b stiffonings in this arcn ns cloments of the 2nd Panzor Division wer. attompt-

ins tz brok csut »f the Rhinc-l;s,ll: r.ckzt toward Bingen. Considerable mortarg
20rmm nl smzll arms fire wns reccive . ot altonbambergs  Ordars wers reccived to
¢ ntinuc th: -~ vanec ~nt C/37 ant /10 ¢ ntinucd to Hochstatten, ~utposting it
f r the nihte C.rmianiacs "% an! "M =f tho 37th 2nd 10th found 2 more suitablo
cr:ssiny 2t Oberhausen an. vroc:icted to H-llgarten =nd Lreineihorsf aftcr cross-
ir; the rivzr, Tho CF »f CC"3" c¢l.osc! in Huffelsheim. Air support wos cxccllont
aring the Z22y 2s numerous artiliocry anl 20mm zun positi ons wore destr o yode By
P L7's ofore thzoy ¢ uld inflict .“mog: n the appronsching 0ﬂlunns. The reor
zlcrznts of the firce, towethor rith swply trucks, reccived considerable sniper
firz as thoy cnsscld throuch the Lo ovily - 2dot area s.utheast o f Jlnmcrn. The
22n1 Arr FO 3Bn had throc trucks 1nbush.; by cnoemy infantry in the korkenwald
W -ds, sovuthsnst .f Sim.crn. Onc truck was destroyed, 1 truck ' am=zgel, 1 paep
crmaged, 1 cfficer missing, ~n. 6 enlistc . mon wounded as a result of the ambush.
acvance doments of COMA™ move. ut ~f Leisenfeld at 0630 ant :puositi:n
w2z 1lisht until thoy renchid Rheinbsllone  -dr sy, . rt reported that cnemy c:lums
wers fleeing t. the s uth znienast, .t itheinbollen they encountorel stubborn
rosistence frem elements of the replacements battali n .f the 6th SS M.untain
Divisi.n whe had been sent to Rheinb:llen to halt our advance. They had set
ur r.ad blocks and covered them with baz: ka and small arms fire. fha £ ree
¢ nsistad of aprroximately 150 men, u/8 and .i/53 attacled the t.wm whils the
rast -f the czlumn by-passed it t. the w2st and mcved t ward Zllerns It t:. k
aryroximately tw- h-urs t: clean cut sheinbcllen and destr:y the road L1 ¢k,
durin; vhich 4/8 had tw- tanks kn-cked -ut by baz.cka fire. The main forcc
v:id thr-urh Ellern, Grafenbacherhutte, Ar:enschwanA, Spabrucken, Dalbore,
Na2llhausen, Gutpnberg, and back ~nt> the main r-ad at Vindesheim. Littls .ppo-
siti.n was encountercd in thos: towns 2lthowh rosd ‘IOP ts had beon erected in
most of thcme «wfter clearing Rhainbollun, «/f 2nd ./53 -oved throurh Rhzinboll.re
hutte, Meuhutte, Stromberg, Schwe; penhausen, and Jo_dad thz mein forcz at Winds-
shecime The column thon procacdzd toward the !ahe River passing through Wald-
hilbersheim, Hoddeshaim, Langenlonshein, and ro:ching the river at Gensingen
at 1800, Onc mzdium tank was destroyzd b bazooka fire in 'i-ldhilbergsheim and
as thc forcc approached thz rivor 2t Gonsingen the bridg: was destroyed by the
encmye. Roconnaissance potrols wors s:nt out to look fer possible crossings,
CCMiM rceeived orders to outpost Bratzenh:im, Langonlonsheim, and Windeshoim
and be preparcd to cross the river the following day. Th:z CP of CCMAM™ ¢l sod
in Windzshoim,
Rescrve command moved from Folch through ilnmiuch, Garden, Mackon, Dormmerhau-
sun, Dorweilir, Gundenrcth, Laubach, and closed in Simmcrn 2t 1350.  They made
no contact with ths cnumy ~lthouch soviral prisoncrs woro pickad up cnroutc.
Forward Echzlon moved from Zamlon ot 0830 and clos:d in Simmernm at 1L3C.
The administrative Center and Tra2in Headquartzsrs movad from Bitburg to
P:lch.
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Colonzl 'Jilliam Reorerts joined the division ind was anncunccd 2s ..s3istont
Division Commander. 3z formorly commanded CS"B", 10th .rmd Dive
Ensmy losscs inflicted during the day wers 8L kill.d, 115 wound.d, 1150
issncrs, 1 Mark V tank, 18 75mm guns, 16 trucks, 2 staff cars, 1 prin. nover,
riutireycles, 135 xlSCJll-n sus vohiclos, LO hersc=dravn vehicles and L half
racks destroycd.
Lth .rmd siv casualtics wero:-
©illad “Imundzd
off 2 3
Eii L 21

ET
2

17 ..arch 1945 -

Zuring thz night >f th. 16th and morning of tn: 17th, CI"B" capturcd
sIveral ononmy v:niclis “na capturzd many prisoncrs as the vohiclos mov.d =2ling
th. romds n.ar .ltonhamborg.  The cnomy was unaware thot the divisicon had ad-
vone.d thet fore  Jlomonts of SO"3" continued to onlarg. thoir bridgohead over

sahe Givere /10 and 3/37 bugon cl.aring the aren botoreen Bad ilunstor and
! cbqt?tten of ¢nimy infantry -nd by 1LOO had clearaed thie road batwesn thoss
tr plac:se. .t 1500 "H" and "3" :f thz 10th and "3" and "C" »f the 37th wer.
wrdor.d t, attack Furf;ld nn¢ Srii-Laubsrsheime The é6th fired an artillery
proprotiln wn those two towns aftor which the foree toxk them with only light
3m11Y 2rms fire. This missiozn was complotad “t 1630. ..t 1700 orders vors ro-
czivid to 2ttack 3ad Yreuznach, ~nd 3/37 and 3/10, followed by /37 "nd /10
covod it to 2ttacks.  Considorabls rosistance was cneountored in the form of
sm~ll ~rms 1na boztoka fir: as they sopronched the towne The 37th had .no tonk
¥mock.d et by bazookn firi. Th. inony were firing from ccllars oand dug-in
r -iti ns aad 25 darknoss was now 2pgriaching only 2 small section of the city
was cl.oarcd.  Forimtor dofinsss woers cstaclished arocund this arca for ths night.

The mzin force of CO"a" receonncitorad along ths Lahs Rdver in the vicinity

P Lang .alsnsheim with the mission of s.izing 2 bridgz: .r finding 2 suit“%lﬂ
rlc. to farde /R 2nd /53 s:ized - btridge 2t Protsenheim Hut ths npproach
t_ th. rridges ccllapsed as the szcond tank startcd 2cross. o suitiblU ford
s lheted a.ar the bridgs and 4/8 2nd ../53 crossid the stream and _stoblishd
< bridgchcznde  The toms of Ippersiicim, i helshoin, and Z-tzoenhoim, overl. Xins
Spr.ndlingun, trure tzken sithout cppositioi. The avo.a bridge wos ropairad
Yy otk Lagini.rs to 21low wheslod viohiclis to cross whilo troacked vehicles usad
th: ford. 3/8 patrsllcd the supply r uwic t: >immern ina kopt snomy infntry
trying t. -scaps the pocket from cuttin th. sugily rout.. Th. balwnc. .f the
c.m and clzarid saveral tovms north cag aorthe.st of od Krouznache. Tho or JF
SO moved to TMinzonhiime

Units of R.szrve Commond » vea Trom Simeern .t 1250 nad prsssd through
Ti:finbach, Sponncim, andol, Audeshcin and cl.s.o in ths vicinity of cinsh:im.
Th. oncmy attompted t: ambush units f ros.rve o omtnd @5 thly moved through
th. wseds in th. vicinity »f Wint.rburg. Fl-t: n: of /35 -rore doployod at
strotogic positions or und ths wo.ds and th. ~ttarptzd ~nbush was foiled with
175 znomy killod ~nd 150 capturcd ~z2inst Locnsu ltios to units of dascrve
C.mmande /35 procucacd s uthunrd from "HAntorburg tna took the town f Lnunach
with ut .prositi:cn.

Ordsrs were roccived by both combat commznas to be proparsd ts attack
t,ouard Miinzg the f£.11l:wing morning.
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Incmy airplanczs wore active svir the divisicn scctor during the doy but
f-w casutltics ar little damage resulted from the bombing and strafing. Ton
cnomy pl nss wor. 3aot down and 9 othirs were listed as probnblus,. '
.rward Echclon movad from Simmern 2t 1430 but stoprned in Ticfinbach when
Rusirve C,mn.nd ws 2tinck.d noar Winterburge Ferward roturncd to Simrern for
tho niz kt ~rrivinz in bivounc at 2030.
Zricry 1ssscs inflicted during the day included 215 kill: .d, 693 pris.n.rs,
5 woondod, 7.8fmm runs, 1 half trnack, 1L trucks, 3 st ff cors, 2 buses, 10
misc:z1ll-nzous.vehicles, 2nd 1 l-comctivs dastriyed.
Lth .rmd viv casualtics wopo:-
Kill.:d "I unded
fr 1 , 3
DI 1 L5
Tho divisi.on roecived o 1l.ttor of commendaticon from (N G;n . S Lddy,
¢ mrnd.r £ 2101 O orps, f)r thv brillisnt dash of th: divisicn from tho nyll
xlv v oto th dnin: Rivere Flllowvin~ is 4 quotation from the commoad~tion:
"5 luysd by ocniry rood Blacks nnd noorly impassable roads, hampored by limitced
v151b¢111y -hich gproventzd ~ir sur.ort, you pushzad L2 milos into Scrmeny in
72 hurs to r ach th: Thin. -ivi.re. Zuring this remarkabl: drive you cnptur:d
sv.r 7,002 prisz n.rs »f w-r and " ri thon 50 twwns nnd villeeos,  Lnly inspirad
l’ﬁd'rah*p, thz 1.st skillful tochnique, and the boldost niust driving spirit
c.uld have pruduced these rusults which hove s» cptursd the imnginnti.n and
adizirati n of th: ontirs XII CorpsW®
Ty dirzctin f tho Presideat, the L:gi.n of ilzrit was awardod to Lt Ocl
Richard E Zuller, commanding . fficer, 126th wrmd Ord iinint 3n, for cxcopti nclly
mzritori us conduct in th. prrformance of utst anding seorvices from 1 February
19LL t- 31 .ugust 15LL.

18 liarch 15L5:=
The units of CC"aM moved out o+ 0630 from the high ground in the vicinity
“f Z:izoahlim and Ippesheim to attack Sprendlingen, =and tsck the tiwn by o715
with n. pocsiti.ne B/8 and B/53 captured Gau-3uck:lh:im with no cnimy rosis-
tnc.s C/f 1nd C/53 waerz givon the mission of pr-tocting the right flank _f
JCM.M «hich v r:ported threontenced by an cnemy tonic columne  This nory concune
tration of t“nPs w~s bombed and strafed by P L7's, wrich dustr yod most of thom
and f rc.d th: romnindor to withdraw to the southomst.  wftor roliof of teis
trr.nt 3/R -nd 3/83 attacked Ste Johonne  They mot stubborn rosistunes of 20mm
bnz- sk~ ~nd smnll arms firce C/R had five tanks kn ck.d out y bagotkn firs
bzf.r: th: town wos clanred. [ ine onemy 20 mm ..\ guns werc dostroyed.  2/6
5/€3 th.n m-wzd through Ste Juhnnn and attacked Wolfshoime Thoy ine:unturzd
méorats rosistance from 20mm guns ~nd " 38 mm gun, but the twn wos closrad
and sutp.sted by 2145, The CF £ S mwv.d t: Susinhoim.
oAt complatod the cliaring of F~d Krcousnnch b 1200 ~ftor routing the

,1/ fr nm buildings ~nd czll rs, Jivilinas in this t.wm wore oponly hostils

rz 37th 1ozt no t-nk “hon - civilin fired on it with & 2720 X7e  an onemy
h_":lf -1 w23 capturcd in the town ond 50 LJumcricnn potiints wers liborated. ot
0700 13 enemy tunks, t-ogothor with self-prpelled unsz, moved to break through
the ©.siti n3 . f CCYB" s.utheast of Hackenheime This ¢ unter-attack wos rspulsed
b:f.rs it was undirway by friondly fighter-bombers -nd Companies "." and "COU of
the 37th Tnk Bn. 12 cnemy tanks were dustrioyed by tank fire, C/37 and x/lO
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sccupi.d the high ground in the viecinity of furfeld and guarded the right flonk
5f COMB" ngainst othor possible countere-attacks. C/10 and A/37 took 'nd Lsute
p-sted high ground surrsunding "ollstein. B/37 and B/10 moved ocut from Bad
Krouznach at 1600 to attack Vi.lxheim and "Jollsta2in,  Stubborn rosistances wos
snc unt.rad at V-lxhzim from claments of the 198th Inf Div 2nd 66%th ..ssault
CGun 3riz-~de. The aprroach to the town was protected by road block ~nd covirad
by 2 tank and 2 sclf-propoelled guns; sxc:llent air support distroyced the rond
bl.ck ~nd th. f.re: .ntered the towme Intunse mortar, bazcoka znd small arms
fir: hnlted the advonce as the cnomy rosisted stubbornly from buildings and
czllars. IMuch >f th: fichting was hand to hand as it was nceessary to route the
cnecmy from his p sitions. Once-third of the town was cleared by darkncss 2nd 2
strong perimetcer dafense wis set up. B/37 lost onc tank to bazooka firs, leav-
ing the company :nly six tanks. XNo replacement tanks wers reccived until they
r:ached Wormse. The CP of CC"B" moved to Frei-Laubersheim,

Elemonts f the Reserve Command finished clesaning -ut an cnemy pocket in
the vicinity of Wint:rburg which had developed from an enemy attempt to cut the
1SR. At 1700 thesc units assembled in the viecinity of Weinsheim and crders were
received alerting Rescrve Command to meve the following morning at 0630 t: assist
CC"B", In the meantime A/35 and th:z assault guns of the 35th moved from Lau-
bach to ~ttack Eckwsilire P L7's bombed and strafed the town and when the firce
snt.red 2t 1530 it was demolishuode 50 prisoners wore captured. at 1700, 3/35
m-vzd from Weinsheim to the vieinity »f Furfeld to be in a positi:n to assist
CC" B" o

The original ordur to attack toward Mainz was cancelled at 2300 as it

wes lcarncd that tho bridge over the Rhine River was blcwn. The division was

to> attack toward Worms and to seize any possible bridges in that arca,
Forward Echelon moved from Simmern at 1000 and closed in Bockenau 2t 1330.
Znomy losses inflicted during the day included 103 killed, 125 wounded,

L62 pris-ncrs, 7 tanks, 3 self-propelled guns, 1 half track, L anti-tank guns,
37 trucks, 6 88mm guns, 9 20mm guns, 2 prime movers, 3 motorcyclss, 20 misc:llan-
2'us vchicles, and 3 FW 190's destroycd.

19 iiarch 1945:-

The units >f CC"B" completed clearing Volxheim in the early morning and
attacked tovard Wollstein and Cumbsheims The rosistonce in thesc t.wns consisted
>f mortar, smmll arms and automatic weapons firc, A/37 and C/10 went on to take
"I:ndclsheim at 1800 with n> resistanco. B/37 and B/10 t:ok Zckeolsheim 2t 1300
and sutposted it stronglye. <nomy resistanes appztred to bs weakening s the
command tssk moist of the towns with littlc or no> rosistances €/37 and B/10
passcd through Sicgfricdshcim a1t 1030 and after an artillory propar~tiin by the
66th armd FA Bn attacked Wonshcime Some artillery 2nd small arms fire was reccive
cd but the town was taoken by 1530. The 37th had .nc tonk knickad »ut by 2 self-
prop.olled gun, CC"B" cutposted high ground s.utheast of Zckcelsheim ond Wendelsheim
for the nighte Noarly every towm enturcd by units of CC"B" had 2 road block but
most of thom wers undefended. Cnomy plancs wors Sver throughout the day but
were driven off before they could inflict dmoge,

CCMAM movad out from tho vicinity .f Wolfsheim to ~ttack townrd 'orrstoadt
1t 1200, 4/8 and /53 tosk Vandersheim with no resistance and then ~ttack.d
i.rrstadt. This town -2s defindcd by brzocka and sm2ll wms firc but it was
cl:ared by darke B/R and B/53 captured the towns of Wallertheir, Sulsh:zim,
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Schimsh.im, 2nd Rom.rivtuim <orings L dor apgainst lizht smnll -rms rosistancc.
C/8 ~nd C/53 pnsscd thr uwh /0 and 2’€2 1. take Spicshiinm which was utpusic
f r the night. Th: Cr £ CC0"a" 1 oved +. Srrendlingon.

roserve Comrond vy civon the "is7i n of c> rdinsiing with ond ossisting
ooMst and protecting the s uth “l“nk “f th. divisi n. They movzd from the
vicinity £ TJeinshzim 2t 063C thr.u Lf" :1sheim, Trziscn, licrheim, sbenburg,
altenbamborg, ~nd cl.szd in ?urfvld 1t 0930. ../35 and C/S1 wcrs crderad to
attack th: high ground sverlo king Vonsh.im. :nti-tonk nd s2lf-propellcd gun
fir: w=s rzccived byethe firce from the circeticn of Wdonshoin and 2 minz ficld
2ls  hompored progress, but the tizh ground was taken by 150Ce  S5ix self-propullic
guns a2nd 3 nti-tank guns wors costroyzd and 100 pris.nzrs rzro captured during
th. doye 2lomeats of "B" -nd "C" -f th: 35th Tank 3n wers dispatched tu clunr
ths towms ~f bi.deorhoussn, Tiofonthtl and wonshsim 2nd the mission was compl.t d
~t 1515 uith light snsll ~rmo firc bring the chief firm of risistance. /36
and C/51 m.vid fr-m V.oashzim undor covor f o dorkness for 2 nizht attack on linck.
Tho 2tt2ck w°3 succ.ssful ~3 it outpoasts wers tokon b osurprisc.  Thr tovn Uf
2ck wns ~vutposted £or the oizht, Iho S0 F Roserve Commond mowved to furf.ld.

Znory 1ossoes ufliet «d wvri -t o ineluded 2R0 kill.d, 110 w.unded,
653 pris n:rs, S sclf-pr pll.u -uns, 1 Sk VI tank, 23 trucks, 8 88mm guns,
2 75m guns, 7 20mn ruAd, 1 hal® trock, o mchine gwis, 3 scout curs, 2 notir-
cyclss, nd 1 hirss-drown viiiicl. dcstr,dudc

" Lth .armd Uiv cnsualtizs includ.od:-
. £illed
off O
Bl 9

20 biarch 19L45:~

Cinury rosistance in the Lth .rmd biv sector was breoken 55 ,nvﬂy -lumcnts
“ttompted to fl:e t> the scuth bofur: the advance of the divisiin, 1r: cnomy
2ttompted to sat up 2 difinsc lin. bitwe.n .alzey 2nd Singen but the Lth .rmd Div
~dv-.iced s pldlv that thise Lnemy units werc forcod to retreate Lownrd the
cna of th: d“J th: retrsat of the onomy bocome discro-nizcd and confuscd nnd the
division ~dvineed with littlc prositi o n.

3lements of CC"A" attaclked from high ground in th: vieinity »f Spizsheim
2nd Schimsheim 2t 0600 with Werms s the bicctive. L/#, with infantry supiort
from the 10th, took -ldbig 2t 0800 with n .rpositiun, zh,n rroccadad ¢ast Sf WLZEY
and took uau-db»p”nhblr. P L7's bombed “nd strafad ¢ lums flezine southward
from Llzeye /8 and C/f, with cup,orting infantry, Vl;;rud thz towns of armsheim,
F1 nh.im, Rornhaim, -nd ',rm rsh:im with litile r n. pposition. Read blocks
were found in most of ths t wns 2ut wir. uwad.fundude /€ pricccded through -ilzey
which had 2lready boon t-kan ty COV3EM" and cnpotur.d th: t.was f Drutonhoim,
Elodsheim, Monzernheim, Uesth . fon, Abonhoic, and Horrnshoin,  Hernsheim was
cl:arad by 2000 =nd th: high zround & th. north vt; »st:d for the nighte. Ro-
sistanc: in these t.oms wns lircht nd c.ysisted o0 wd-fondsd road tlocks and
sc-tterad smnll 2rms firs. 577 nnd B/5) procoodad thr ough Dittolshoim ~nd Boche
thilm n3ninst light rosistrncs ~nu ¢ ptured Csthilin ngninst renr gu’ rd rosistancc.
Osth:fen ~nd surr vndin~ hisk ground wor: utposted for ths nighte S.mc slow-
moving cnemy c.lwms fl:cing toward. the Bhing woers copturcd with ut putting up 2
fight, The CP .f CC™M wis nived to Vosth.fon.

-
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Ths units .f CC"B" c.ntinuzd the attack tovird Worms from the vieinity
»f Wendzlshaim at 0700, .Jfter =z2n artill:ry preporation :n drbas-Budesheim by
the 68th .amd Fa Bn and B/37, Companics "B" 2nd "C" -f th: 10th .rmd Inf Bn,
together with 4/37, entered the town with no resistance. /37 and C/10 ¢ n-
tinucd sn to onter Hoimeorshzim to tho northeast to be in 2 position to suppirt the
attck on .lzey and -t 0815 fired an artillcry barrag. .n the toome B/37 and
B/10 zntcraed 2dzey at 0930 2nd the .nly rosistance was road blocks, covarcd by
small arms, which wns quickly wiped -ute The column then proceeded to the
s:uth.ost in 2 tw.-propellad drive on Dintesheim and Eppelsheime Numor:us
priesncrs werce taken enrosute, 2s the 2ir foree, procceding o~head of the attacking
f.rec, destr.yed scveral colums leaving the enemy with no mcans of transporta-
tizn 2t 1215, /10 and C/37 attacked Eppelsheim simultancously with the attack
5f B/10 and 3/37 on Dintosheine Both towns were cleared of encmy bazooka and
smell ~rms firc by 13LS and CC"B" asscmbled 2along the ro2d southeast of Eppel-
sheim for a final drive toward Wormse The column advanced rapidly and entercsd
Pfcddersheim 2t 1530. Only light resistance was enc.ountercd but both bridges
sver the Pfrimm Rivir had beon distroyeds C/37 2nd /10 circles the town to the
north and f-und ~ bridec at Loisclheim which they ercssced and cnterced the tuwn
of Pfiffligheim, Whilc this force was engaged in clearing the town of bazoczka
and small 2rms rasistancc, /37 ~nd /10 by-passed Pfifflighcim to the s uth
and cntered Woarms at 1925. A/10 and C/37 cleared Pfifflighein by 1700 and pre-
a2ded to YWorms where bridges connecting thz two parts of the town were dcstrfyed.
On’ plats.n of C/37 was a2blc to cress on a temporary bridge and reached the
west bank of the Ghinc wherc an sutpost was set up which czapturcd and killoed
many -f thz cnomy as they 2ttompted to cross the Rhince in boatse Wll
bridzoes cver the Rhinc had been destroyed by the cnemys In th: meantims B/37 and
B/10 had .ntored H-chhcim, token the tswn, and outposted it for the night, The
35th Tank BEn ~nd the 51st «armd Inf Bn which were attnached to CC"B" from Rescrve
G-mmnd, advanced along thoe divisicn right flank, taking thc towns . f Of fenheim,
“Jeinh :im Flomborn, Obcr-Florsheim, D-1lsheim, and Nicder- Florsheim 2gninst light
cnemy rosistance. Thoy utposted high ground arsund Pfeddersheim.  Zlements of
Co"3" had ~dvanced ~pproximately 31 milzs during the duy.
The units »f Ruserve Command ¢ ntinued to protect the flank < f the divisi-n
from cnemy attempting t° ek sut of ths Sanr-ll.scll. trap in the vieinity . f
Stein Backenhoim ~nd Wendelsheim,
F.rward Echel n moved from Bockenau »t 1030 snd cl.scd in rroi-Lhubcrsheinm
"t 12 OO .
d~y included 217 kill. 4, 275 und -d,
9L9 pris-nc rs, (prlaunvrs of war fr-m th h?th Inf Div =nd thz Shth ¥ lJW*rf r
Regt) 13 105mm zuns, 6 88mm guns, 1 155mm gun, 5 75mm ;uns 1 37mnm gun, 3 20rnm guns,
8 sclf-propcllzd guns, 2 ~nti-tank zuns, 5 Mark 7 tanrs, 1 oGiark IV tk, L otonks
(type unknown), 7 half tracks, 50 h.rsu-drawn vehicl.s, and 30 miscellanz.us
vchicles destroyede The LB9th .Ul Bn sh.t dwm throo _nomy plancs and domaged
two sthorse The plines shut duwn were an M2 262, “nd I'd 190,
Lth .pmd Div casurltics were:-
Killed Wounded
off 1 2
B L L5

Tarch 1945-20




R Al

21 llareh 19L5:=

A message wns raceived from XII C.rps for the divisin t: m vz urth
along the Rhine River and clénn up oncmy resistmnce botween Worms and Cpponhzime
Zlements of the 5th Inf Div rclisvad CC"B" to mip uwp Worms and by 1100 this
rclisf was completes Units of CO"3" northward 2t 1130 and clenred th: £ .11 wing
tswns: Osthofen, B:chtheim, lMcttenheim, Alsheim, Dorn-Dunkhcim, Frottenhcoim,
Hillcsheim, D.1gcsheim, Zimshcin, Weinclsheim, and ocutposted the wast bank Uf
th: Rhine in the vicinity of Gimbsheim. The@® CC"B"™ moved to Bechtheim. Scoat-
torad small arms fire was the only form of rosistence encounterz:d by th: nd-
vancing f.rces.

The units of CO"A" assembled in thoe vieinity of Hesslock and Fromersheim
in preparati.n for clearing the 2rea to the north in 2 porallzl Advonee t. that
of CC"3", 20 cnemy n~ircraft 2ttncked 2s the wunits wer: asscmbling but wers driven
sff by m~chinc gun firc with sut causing -ny danm~g:. Tho loft column of CCMAM
clzared Snu-Knoeornhoim, Cau-Odiernhzim, Undonhe 1m, nd K.ngernheim, while the
right cslum cl:zoraed Dittelsheime L .lgushoim, Uslvoersheim, Weinzlsheim, Dalheim,
and Picnhiime They cutposted the nr.a in the vicinity of Ludwigshohe, vicnhzim
and Ovponhoime The CF of CC"A" m.ved to Gau-Odurnheime Thuy also made contact
with the 90th Inf Div which was advancing t° the south aleng the Rhince Enemy
r:sistance wns light but many prisuncrs were rounded up 2s they attempted to
r2ach th: Rhins. The cnomy was dis.rgsnized in this area and most pris:ners
surrcendcrzd without giving positin.

El.ments of the 35th Tank Bn 2nd 51st Armd Inf Bn, which had bcan attached
t» Co"p!, rbv*rtcd t~ c.ontrol of Reoscorve Command, which had assembled in the
vicinity -f Stein “-ckenhecin,

Encmy losses for the doy included 75 killed, 56 wounded, 70l priscncrs,

1 Afrm oo, 1 onti-tonk gun, 3 sclf-propellud guns, 12 trucks, L staff cors,
1 rm~r.dcwr, 1 mtireycls, 5 barg:s ~nd L miscellaneous vehicles d.stroyad.
~ 1l.r;. r~di. sttiin was capturad in Wormse

Ltn irmored Divisisn casualtiis werc:e-

KilloAd oundad Missing
nee o} 2
2. 1 S

Iu: nlisted mon from the 8th T-nk “no'nd no fr mothe L29th Léal] 2n
1.4 t tond Officer Condidate Scho:l, (r r l, S5 60 nd :r 1, SC 61, cs,
7q Lin . r»d Live)s

22 lnrch 19L5:=

During thc nizht of 21-22 [ireh, th. civisin wos rolisved by .lomonts
>f the 5th Inf Div., which was t ustd ish 2 bridgchoad neross the Rhince River
in the vieinity of Orpenhicim., B.th ¢ rbnt c m“"ndJ 7ore alorted to move tooa
divisi.n 2ssembly ~re~ in the vi 1n1tf T oand i ousneh

Th2 units of CC"." mwed ut from the vicial~ty I Orp.nh2im 2t 1300 and
clused in 2 gonurnl ussembly aren in th. vicinity ¢ 3. rindling:n 2t 1700. The
CP of com.\ mavvd t> Hrckunhoine

C"a" alsy “lertid to move t.
cac-untorsd such 1ittl: pposition in ;ot'zbg.lahmL 2 ds h, d v.r th “hine
th~t thz mv: w~s ¢one.ll.de Units .f CZ"3" rcmzinud in th. vicinity .f S.che
th.im ~nd utilized ths dvy for meintew~nce :f vehiclis 2nd cnre .f ccuipment,
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Encriy ploncs wors .vor aurin tho 4ty but vors drivon T withont dnflicting
damnice
Dosirve Conra romtin.d in b vieinity of Stoin o ckeniioln nd ¢ ontinuld
to block rsads .n the divisi.n s uth
~nd 2 fficcrs were plmced on tumporory wuty
Dup vt f r return to the United States for 30 arys
rest ond rocupcrati ne (Far 1, 30 62, Hg Lth armd Div cs).

‘.
1l

23 ¥-rch 1915:=

Wnior Gonornl Hugh J Gaffly, wh> assumed command of tho civisi.on 3 Deeen-
w53 nssirnod to duty o5 Communding Genaral of the XaIII Cirps of the

174N arny.  CSricadizr Gonoral Willioam i Hops, formerly commander of CO“B", 2th
aprd Dive, wos niwad Commandinz Genornl of the Lth Armorad Division,

TPo cdivision vos ~lort.d t. o eross tho Rhins Rivor 2t 0900 the [ 1l.wing
dy ~nd t> ~ttack throurh tho bric -hiond of the 5th Inf Dive Tho -tioctiv: o f
th. divici.n wos to try t° stizo A trid-s ovor the Main Idver in the vicinity
_f #mnaue The srder of rarch was CCWAY, 25th Cav Ren Sgdn, CO"E" -nd Roisorve
C miznd,

With the zxccption of the 22nd Armd FA Bn, the units .f both c¢omb2t cimme
ands romnined in thzir ~sscmbly nroas preporing to mtack the £11lowing dhy,
The 22nd movad from Dorn Durkheim 2t 0830 through Bicbelnhcim, Flonh:im, Wandeli-
dnzim to Gumbsheim, clusing in at 11L5. Whon CO"B"™ wis nlurted to 2¢nd returncd
t . its triglnal asscrbly arca.

Forward Ech.lun moved from Froi-Lauborsheim at 1530 and clused in Kon-
gcrnhcim at 1700, : ‘ :

2L March 1945:~

. Units of CC"A" moved sut from thoir assembly arca in th: vicinity .f
Sprendlingen at 0700 and passcd through Gau-Buckelheim, Wallortheim, Sulzheir,
Worrstadt, Undenhcim, and Dexheim, At 0900 COMA" bupan crossing the khine ldver
wor the pontesn tridge at Nizratcins. all units of CC"AM hac sunploted the
crossing by 1250, The culumn passed through Lecheim but ran into heavy rosis-
tance in the vieinity of Wolfskehlen, rhilippe Hospital, and Crumstadt. This
resistance consisted of anti-tank, bazsoka, and small arms firce Oncc this
rzsistance was roduced, the column advanced rapidly against light resistance
passing throuzh Eschellhruckzn, Pfungstadt, fberstadt, Kiod:r Remstadt, and reach-
:d a p.sition in the vieinity of Obir-Ramstadt by 0100, Thz CP _f CJ"A" moved
t~ position in ths vicinity of Obor Hamstadt.

CC"B" moved from th: vicinity of Buchtheim and bepran crossing the Rhine
at 1600 with the missi:n >f protecting the advance »f CC"a", by blocking any
.nomy attacks from the southe Loftor crossing the river, the CC"B" cclumn advanced
through Geinsheim, Locheim, and Erfoldon without oprosition, but at Stockstadt
th2y encountered bazooka, and small arms firc. C/10 and ~/37 cntored the town
=nd clzared it by 1900: A,/10 and C/37 thon .ntercd Hahn at 1930 and clcared
it of sm~ll “rms rosistances The cilumn then aivanczd sowth aleng the zutobzhn and
by 2215 had ntored Hanloin aftor kn ckine out scveral bazooka teams which werc

c:voring o rond block -t the entrance. N
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Units of Reserve Cummand m vaed from their assembly ~r.~ in th: vicinity of
Furfold =t 1915 and followed = raute thrugh Wonsheim, Wellstoin, Gau-3uckel-
hoim, Wallortheim, Sulzhcim, Worrstadt, Undenheim, Doxhuir, “nd hijin crossing
the shine 2t 23LS. After crossing the Bhine they prococded through doinshcin,
Lecheim, Wolfskehlzn, Griesheim, Bschyllbruckcn, ~nd closcd in Ffungstadt carly
in thc m.rning >f thc 25th,

Tha 2ntire divisi:n (2poroxim:toly 2500 wehicl:s) crsss.d the Rhine River in
18 h.urs (2L0900-250300). Aaftcr crossing the river, unofficial reports from the
air Corps clocked forward cloments of the divisicn =s moving 7 milcs in ten
minut.se g the division crossad the bridge cver the Rhine the enomy bombed and
strafed in 2n attumpt todustroy the bridge. The bridge was nct damaged and no
d-maze was dtns ts ths vshiclese

Tsorward Echelon moved from Jlongornheim at 2100 and clised in wn 2reca suth-
z1st of Locheim at 23L5.

Th: administrative Center moved from Foleh nnd closed in Sprondlingen.

25 iarech 19L5:~

oC"B" continuad the attack =t O7LS from the vicinity :f Hchnlein., Bicken-
bach ~nd Sceheim wers taken with n» ovpusiti.ne B/10 and 3/37 intered Ober
Beorbach and quickly clinred the town of sm2ll 2rms resistonces apoproximately
LOO pris ncrs surrcndered without putting wp much .f 1 fight, Jugnheim, Nider
..dau, and Rzinheim wer: token by 0930 against scattered enemy small ~rms fire.

. hospital wes capturad =t Jugenheim with ~pproximately 300 wounded cnemy soldiers.
The c-lumn then ndvancaed rapidly thr-ugh Spachbrucken, Habitzheim, Richen, Schaaf-
haim, Gross Ostheim and reeched the Main River s:uth of Aschaffenburg at 1L00.
A highway bridge 2nd 2 railroad bridge cver the river werc ca tured and clements
f +hz 10th Armd Inf Bn and the 37th Tonk 3n quickly began ts crosse After the
6th t~nk .f D/37 had crosszd the bridg: c,llapsed from domoge dons tc it when the
nemy Attompted t. tlow it befire Jur 2rrivale The engincers gquickly reinf.rc:d
ths railrs~d bridge f-r cther vehicl:zs to cross and 2 bridzchead =ms cstablished
ter 16(0e 150 znamy priscners werz tcken from the w s neor the bridgehead
~ft.r ur firces hnd sprayed th2 wo.ds with —zchine sun firs., st dusk sceveral
ts by .rnemy planes to destroy ths tridss wir. unsucc.: At 1730 AB/10
el - st ordors vur: reecived to
- poerinmctor dufens. ar e thL troooc X Sf oo
neime CCY3" had advincud r-jicls -i
~avonee wos 37 ropid thot the cnemy dustr o yod sovor
o timec t. transpert the supplics ©0 ronr nr.os.

CCMA" continued ths attack =2t 06CU “r m th. vicinity £ Ot.r lnmstoate The
f.rce passed through R.ssdorf, ~icburs, Or.ss Zircorn, . .rz.nn.us.a, ona altheim
without cprositin. Consida-nile rosist-ner from ~oti-adreraft guns wos cncountered
at Babenhausen until thusc snomy positi.ons wors roctr yode (lidorate anti-air-
eraft firs was alsc cnc.untored at Zollk-ustn. ~h o lumn b -passcd Scligene-
stadt and went »n to seize 2 bridg: .vor the Thin Civeor ot Klein avhcime  The
bridgc wns damoged but infantry wnd tonks possecd ur o gquickly ownd ostoblished
~ bridzckand 2t Grossaheim, Wt 200C an cnemy- roilr ~3 trnin,
~ulled into Srossauhoin, and it spopsoored s ko ueh tho rorls waviare O the
5.nce .f imericin tro pse The train was mounted rith L 150mm s ~ntosovernl
anti-aircraft zunse « shorp fight :nsved -ad -ur tro ¢s @wor. f.reed vack t. the
“rigge befors aptiilory fire broks up the cnemy countor-2ttacks rositi ns aurth
T tus river wers strongly ~utposted for the night.  The CF of S0"a" movad to
froschhauscn,
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After moving most .f the previ us night, Rescrve Commnnd clused in Escholl-
brucken "t 0300, « tosk fores from the 35th Tank Zn ~nd 51st -srmd Inf Bn was
scnt to clior Darmsti-ct, mnrorine the city 2t 1330 wnd rip rting it clonr it
1L30. Ther. was nor .sistonic. 86 the city had bo.n th r urhly bromb.d by the =ir
frree, At 1600 Zoscrv. 2 omnnd o vid from Zschollbruck.n t Yicburg with the
missicn of blaocking ~ny onomr ntincks bitwcin Eberstadt and Dicburge.

Th. ropid advince during th: d~y coversd approximatcely LO miles in 2 poricd

~f 18 AU Se

F-rU'rd Zchil:n left L.choim -t 1615 and closcd in roscedorf at 1930,

Enzmy l.ss.s inflictc durins the 24th 2nd 25th included: 2606 prisoners,
567 kill:d, 217 irucks, 128 si~ff cors, 21-3 75mm guns, L-88mm guns 27 20mm guns,
10 self-rr poilod suns, 2 ~nti-t-nk suns, 1 flak car with multi-barreled 20mm
un, 3 1C5mt rwns, 26 -nti-cirer 't zuns, 3 LOmm guns, 2 motor cycl.s, 1 bus,

L helf-ir~cxs, 20 w2y ns nnd 3 plonis dostr yed; LOO box ears, L loecomotives,
wnd 1 troda full F Snory cunlios o nd crrmnition wes cpoturcd ot Dilhure.,

¥ill.d W ouna.d Jissing
orf 2 ES 1
- 17 U L

26 ~nrch 19L5:-

C3"A" countinucd t: n.lcd 7 smnll bridgchzzd wver the fnin fiver =t Crossou-
Flim althourh thoy wors forezd boex to the bridge by th: arrival _f 2 truin 1.d
of nemy rcinf roecmonts .notho provi us nighte. Enomy planes mnade sevoral attomits
during ths nizht t: dostroy the ~lre-ay canqtged bridge over the riveor but were

wsuccessful, At 0530, CO"AM repulscd ~n cnemy counter-nttack of 5C infantrymen
suprortod by ortillcery firoe The ~ti-ck was ropulsed by rmachinc-gun small ~rns
fir.. .4 tisk fore. composcd f ne ¢ rpany from the 35th dnnle Zatinlion and oo
c muany from the S1st srmored Infsntry Bottaliosn was scnt to Zzllhauscn to bo
prepared to reinfores CCMAM in <he svont thoir situ-ti n bocoms cutcs  accurtte
snemy artillory fire hampered the work of the onginzors whe woere trying to e n-
struct ~ bridgc :cveor the liain River 32 tracked vehicles c.uld crosse. st 1LOG,

2 combat team from the 26th Infantry Division moved thr-ugh CC"a" positions to
clzar Crossnuheim, CC"u" supoortced this attack and it wis necessary t. r.out tho
egncmy cellars with the use .f hand crenadsse The fth Tnnk Battalion awaiting
construetion of the bridee, sutp.sted the tswns »f Heinstdt, Scligenstndt, and
Zcllhausen and enpturad 2 large supely dop -t s..othwest . f Hainstadt, which cin-
taincd 2n Ustimatec 2 172 milli-n d.ll-rs warth »f modicnl sup.liczs ~nd 10,000
Tirsse. Spirndie artillesry fire from ~cross the river fe¢ll on the towns .otposted
by thc 8th Tank 3a2ttolion,

The bridechend f CO"3R", s uth .f .isch~ffionburg, wos 2ttacksd by cnemy
rlones cnarly in the morning but o domu~z wos d ns to the bridge. Thoes: zir
attacks worc followed by n cnermy ¢ untor-a2ttack -f 11 self-propelled guns and
2 tonks, Thrie ~f th. sclf-pr p:llid suns were c¢ostroy.d by firc from the 37th
Tonk Battzli r, and thoe romainder of the foree witharsw to the siuthe Urders
w.ors rse.ivid during tho dny that CC"B" w.uld be rolizved by the 26th Infantry
Divisi n -nd would be proe-rod ©0 nlnrss the brido-chond at Honaw and wviack
t w.ra .1l.ss.n.

. 53pceinl sk foreo from CO"B" was .rganized with Coptoin Baum, 10th
armir.d Infontry Battali n, in ¢ rmmond with the mission of froeing approximitely
220 .morictn pris nirs 2t tocomp oouth of Hommelburs.  This camp wos tpir ximnte-
ly ©5 milzs bohind sninmy lines. The furcs was composed ~f #/10, C/37, rl=t D/37,

lnreh 19L5-24




.G/10, ond Ren/10. B/37 and £/10 ~ttnckzd Schweinh.im 2t 2100 from thsir
vridgehead -ver the Main -ith tho purpess of cluaring the mzin stroct for the
t~sk force to pass through the tom nnd g.t stirtad n its missi n. Tho 22nd,
66th and 9Lth pliced = h.avy barragze .n Schweinhein, 2fter which /37 =2nd B/10
sntorod the town. Bosistancs ¢ nsisted of bazocka and snall arms firs,  8/37
r~d .no tnk kn:ck:zd :ut by baz:-ka fir. but by 2230 the route was cluwrazd ind
ths tosk f.ree started -ut .n its missi.n. 3/37 and /10 roturnzd t. thiir
_riginnl p siti.ns of outprsting the bridguhoad s .uth of GLschaffenburg (Szz
Histery filz for complite report of task force commandcer. )

Th: wnits >f Rescrve Commnd noved from Disburg ot 1600 and clus:d in
22k .nhaus.n ~t 19L5.

Znemy lsssos inflicted during the day included 608 prisonurs, 215 woundcd,
1°9 kill:d, 12- RAmm guns, 1L - 20mm guns, 1 lscum.tiva, and 6 railruad cars
d.strayede  Thz LA%%h Juii oW Bn shot down 1 JU-88 and 3 HE-111 as they bombud
and strafad bridgshond p sitionse The 25th Cav. Rene 5g¢. ciptured 2 German
¢:neantrati.n cmp, bitwaon Obzr-izden and iicdor-ioden, with over 1200 politi-
cal pris.nzrs 2nd 2 train 1:d of r2ti ns,

Lth .armoraod Divisian casunltics werce-

Kill:zd W-ownded “issing
off 2 5 -

EM 13 67 12

‘mrek 19L5:=
The ©.11-wing tr. p list went into cff.ct 2t 1900,

gon L .s.rve Somnond
o1 10(-.1, .G, Ren)

. 35 37(“'3’ fl'lt D)
.25 c/25 D/LRS
B/70L C./70L 2L (- 2 B)
32l /2L 5/70L
S oLP3 L7689
LA 3/L6
108 3/126

Jivici n Trocps “Supportinsg Tr vs
25 (= 2 C) 177th F.. 3r 1
D/70L 276th F. ©n
..\,/10 179 F.. En
Ren % .G Flzt n 10th 191st ©b n
C/37, rlat D/37
66

9k
22

The 327th Rosiment f the 25th Infantry Livisi nooms ottceh.d +0 COMM

for the purp-s: of clo-ring Gr.osstuh.irm and Sanna il the 1015t Rucimont

t: .k wver the bricgehend prsiti ns - f CS™A s5 tho units c.uld grop-r: £ir n

attack toward Gicsson the £:11swing doye ot 0800, ~n .ncmy countor--ti-sk
infontry sup crtid vy ortillory Tirc dr ove Jlimonts Uf ths 26th Infontry
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sistance was cne unterzd. ‘nd:finc.d road blocks mnd the lorsc numblir f prisonzrs
t~kon along the routs wers th. nly facturs which impud.d th. advanece =f the
¢:lwmn., Th2 advones »f CIM3M parallelid that of COMAM ~nd the routs £.11.ws
75 thr.ush Kilinnst-~dten, Windcck*n, ¥~ichen, Micder 1 rstadt, Wock.shoinm,
“ungenburs, and Lich. By 1600 thoy rzochid 2 position o rtheast of Sruaberg ~nd
.utpustzd hish cr und in the vieinity f Bcl.srshaln. Tho CP »f CC"3'" nmived
t3> Gibl.nr-d.

Res:rve Sommand m ved from Babenhausen At 1L00, £:1lowsd CC"B', ~nd closod
in Munzonberg ot 19LSe Thoy were to be ready to rcinf .res cither c.mbnt command
~nd ropel cnery countor-2ttick .n the floankse Mo cuuntor-atiacks devel pod and
tho c.mbat ceommnnds ~dvnneced ropidly ~;oinst light resistance.

Tha divisi.n ~dv-nced 2pproximately 62 miles durineg th: doy.

F.ruard Zcheolon moved from Jugsshceim 2t 15LS and clused in Munzonberg 2t
2230,

nory 1ossss inflicted during ths diy included 325 killod, LS55 woundod,
406 priaonors, 76 trucks, 356 1ss.rtad motor transp.rts; 3- 88mm guns, 2-150mm
suns, 3-LUrn cuns, 2=-20mm funs, 1 sclf-pr pell:d -un, 10 nobolwerfers, 2 assault
zuns, 13 half-tr .cks, 1 bus, 16 stuft cors, 5 m.tor cars, 2 v.lkswagen, 36
wazons, 2 joops, 2 trac oTS, 1 l.comotivzs, 202 horse-drawn vehicles, and 5
motoreycl.s dustroysde A hospitol with 150 paticnts and lOU h.%-c2rs wcre
copturaa ~t Grunbarg.

Lth .ormorzd Division casualtios werc:-

Killed Wounded
ffic: 1
Lnli X 23

; s crdared to attack to the cnst with Lautzrbach -5 the objictive,
o v.sosut from the vieinity f Beltoershacnent 0700 nnd ~cvanced ropidly
lnst ery light rosistonees The cbjoctive was taken by 1L00 aftir 2n ~gveace

“ir zimttoly 29 milise  Large quuntitics of cnemy _quipment wors dostroy.ad
Amns o vris.nors wers taken. ‘The advancs was s: ropid nd unoxpscted by the
Ty that - ~mny cnomy stldiors were capturad as thy wors ntint dinner in

h .3 =t Lonteriache 1500 w.oundsl Loory in - :,L‘x ‘4 Fm i 3.1i-3che
nicr.d firmally to the divisi ne th. f£:11 ino © wrs wers copturad
durinz the day: Lunda, atzenhi~im, irlau, Jupioriomnr.d, Zroonrd,
J;nuh:uscn, koddingen, Helporshnir, .iichi.s, Ziriwmion, -nd Loutorbach.
TQv C? mxw:d t. Lautsronch.

CC"A" att~ckced 1t 0630 fronm Jrunb.r- itk <n. cissi oo D oslizins the rood
ceaver of arossonludere Durine th: ~wr-nes the ro.rs »ir. chnacid t. nttoack
Haor bstu n, and 2t 1600 ordors -rore roc.ivod t. o attock the riginnl _ojcctive.
Undefended road blocks, light wuzosk~ and smnll rms firl constitutcd ths cnomy
r2sistance encountcered during the ~wvanc:e Grossonludir was taken ky 2300 2nd
the CP clused in that town. The f21l.wing tovms wers capturced by CI™." during
thz days Woicknrtshain, Lordenbach, Scllnrod, Wonnf . 1ldi, b_bvnh,usvn Ulrichstein,
fbezshain, EZngclrod, Horgenau, Forbstcin, Jltonschlift, St ckhausen, Kl.inluder,
nd Srosscnludore  The cnemy wos disorscnizes and many surrondored with.out
£7.rinT risistanco.
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Bosurv. C munns »ovel cut fromolunzonbors 2t 0900 with initinl raors 1o

£ 21 dhe route £COCMAM, SUr ooovins A kilomotor v Jluschonhiiin thoy wers
-

rozr.d b ~tthek thr ook Jiao b Nirkstein to o cpin o .. This routo wos
porellzl t. e on the ricqht flonk f CO™A™,  Littl. ~ction wos e witor.d

~1lt ush mhny pris on. r~ LY t“kvn e much cquipmint was dostroysce  The missicn
wns com loted by 1715 with Hortstein and tho surr.undine hich gr ound sutposted
for the nirht. Thz routs ta k,A by Rescrve Command passed throuch Rodhoim, 1ddda,
fichilnnu, Glzshutt.n, hicrkoenfritz, Gedern, Hartmannshain, and Grebenhain.

‘it Frmchmm litzrated in Lautorbach roported that tho encmy had retronteu
‘i1 £.2% nnd hBicyelos the previ ug nirht t:ward Fulde 2nd that the ratrent —pronr

v s discroanizeds
Eriryy 1oss.s inflicter murln - the iy included 127 'willed, 100 -+ viasd,
21LE rris v..ors, 1507« unlod surron.ocres in 2 hospitnl:  1-LO0mm sun, 10-2070

Funsy 1 "S"”ul* ~un, L oanti-~irernft ~uns, 1 Mok IV Toni, 2 heif-trscks,

1€ sinff cors, L1 t““cls ! iuszs, o7 rmotcreyeles, 1 pion, 5 opriv: v vors,
~rTorsd c.rs, 95 wn ns, 17 Lwsnc v, 3 sc ut cars, 3F laroc urZLl,rs, 5L
dse 11w ws oobiciis, 1001 oo tin o, 150 railroai cirs, 10 nirere it ooroincs,
ond 1 milisnry 1rs*111: Lor~ilr ~oiroos mad 1 fusl dump ergturtd,

5

1n cuosuiliics roror -

Kill.o Woneod
Officers - 1

bnlistsd Jin 7 10

The Login of Torit vas awardsd te Zricadicr Gonerzl Holmes E. Dager,
Commanding Gonernl 11th .rncred Division, formerly CO"3" ¢ mmonder, for cxcor-
tionally morit.ri us c.oncduct in th: czr®rmanee of utstandine service whilc
2 mimbor of this divisin from 17 July 19LL to 10 Junu-ry 19LY, (CO L6, ZTOUS.
d1t:d 29 liarch 19L5)

30 inrch 194L5:-

Worc was received thnt the division had bezn amnrded the rresidzctinl vita-
ti.n for the Bestogne broakthroush and the subszquent drive to the Rhinte
SIMM wns 2lorted ot 1159 to c.ntinus the attiek ¢t th. n.rthizst with the
nissiin of tokine hirch zround in the vieinjty f Horsfolue Ot 1620, th. c.mind
¢mriand moved out from the vieinity o»f Grossonlucor. Licht rosistonc., consis-
ting .f sm2ll =“rms firc, 1as cicountired during most of th: “Gvance wnd aum.r.us
road blecks and birricrs wers found in the oarly stooos of ¢ onstructi one The
advanc2 2f the Jdivisi.n had bozn st rarid that the znomy dic nost have time to
complite thosc obstaclese Smaull detachrments of cnemy irmer were scon £.r the
first timz in sev.ral days and 3 .ork IV tonks wers dostroy © by 2rtillory firc
in the vicinity »f 5iczl 3. The novue. of SCMAM durine tn. Jay Liboroted the
f:1lswing towms: Zich.nau, Bad 3-1yschlirf, Ustsh~usonm, Sehlitz, Hutzdorf,
~ngenschwarz, Wohrda, Fhins, Luanlidrch o, S,’~;L3'ch, Cl.ngachszen, Scrlitz,
3.d.s Bitra Sigrlos Fisnbuch, Erdmannr-dde, Wusticl , fonrods, achonklingsfold,
¥ilm.s, Hill-rtshnuscn, Sothsomans, v austnche L0 roune betwoen saorsfeld
and 7achn wos roached by 2300, The CF of OOMAM @ 0+ dchonklongsfold,
goma" - w_l sut at 1500 from the vieinity of Louturonch v 2tttek towars
Horsfolde 101ti~11:- no rosistance whs cne.untered 23 the column pnrssced throuch
the towns -f Udinhouszn, Creocnav, W-llorsdorf, Hattorodse, Preitonboch, Crer

l.J
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Jossa, nnd Hi.der-dossa. .t lisiortula, an wnemy tro » train with cquirnent had
just arrived and resisted stubbornly with small ~rms fir:e 2/35 and B/51 stayad
bohind t> clear ths t:wn vhils the main f-reo bypnssas 1t £ ¢ ntinu. the attack.
Tha tr2in with much cquipmint s dostroyod and n11y eris.nirs wers tokon s the
town was cloared. 70 .mcrican nirmon wors alss lik.roted ot dicdoraula. G
rasistance wis found in Mengshousen sr Korspenh~uscn but -.sbich was defondoed by
sm2ll arms, bazooka “nd anti-tank firse The c.lwmn lost 1 medium tank and 1
light tonk to bazooka fire and /35 2nd 3/51 wers 1laft t- cloar the twn. In
the meantime, 2 fores composee »f B/35 and B/S1 attacked Horafcld but srders
wirc roceived to withdraw to isbach 2nd prepare to continuc the a2vance to the
n.rthcaste The CP of CC"B" moved to Kerspenhauscn.

fAeserve Command was 2lerted 2t 1600 for movemant the cllowins day.

Forward Echel.n movad from Hunzenberg 2t 0900 and closed in Herbstein at
1330,

The .dministrative Center moved from Sprendlingen ner:ss the Rhinc Rivor and
cl>yscd in Jugesheim,

Enemy losses inflicted during the doy included 85 killz<, 88 woundad, 797
prisoncrsy 3 linrk IV tanks, 3 tanks (typ: unknown), 1 self-pr-opellad gun, 2-75
mm cuns, 6-20mm guns, 2 half-tracks, 12 trucks, 31 motor tronsp .rts, 9 motor-
cycles, 9 horse-drawn vzhiclas, and 4 railrcad trains destruyed, 6 l.comotives,
140 bux-cors, and 27 hospit~l cars eapturad.

Lth .rmorcd Divein casunltics were:

Killod Wounded

Officers - -

Enlistcd ¥on 8 1

The units serving with the Third Unitod States irry riciived 2 ¢ nrratula-
tiry musstos from the H nor-ble Swm Rayburn, Spoaker o0 the F.use >f XQproscnta-
T y 2P Qr
tiv.s, "f:r thc m~rnificent vict-riss they h-ve win :n the wostera front"

31 ‘~vch 1945:-
colver riirs at 1315 t5 ¢ atinue the ~tt~cr with ths missin Jf
oril;onnl sver the Werra River ~n nich v oun. in th, vieinity .f
-t 1L30, the cumbrt cimmond m v o) .yt from Au3CTCh e SO.n oron
fonvy rosistanc: of ~rtillery, brzo lm, -nl smoll “pes firy ot doimboll-
Fort of the c-lumn erssbed the trice v.r th. Stank-13 Tiv-p ~t Hoim-
im befre it was dustrioysd by the nomy.e  Thoe romainlr of the f
"urcd through frocdwnl® ¢ j.in th. ¢ Lamn 2% Wolf-rsncvson. I
¢ forward slements thot ha!l safoly erous.io bl Lrilcl o wir iyl o3 outd
W.1lforshruscn whan ur rtill.ry 5.t Tir: to 1n n oMy ~unition St Yo
dslay Lf several hours, thiy continusd the asvance +. th: n:rth "1:nz ths
Virra River and capturcd th: to'ms sf Wolfirshaus in, Yiidirshauscn, and Donk-
marskoim.  Forward elements outposted Dankmarsheim ©or the night whil: tho rost
2f the forec assombled in the vicinity -f W 1f.rshaus:n, The CP mwv-d t. W 1
firshauscn,. '

Thc units CC"B" movad cut from tha vieinity . .zhneh ot 1430, hypnss:cd the
rosistance in Horsfold, and advanced »n the autobahn.,  The “slay in cctting
started was dus t> D/2L constructin: = 36 f .ot roadwny trid-s north of ab-ch.
Ths eolumn wncountersd only licht small 2rms rosistonc. until they ro~cho
insbach, vher: an ovorpass crossed ths aut bahn. Fart f D/35 hoil prassed wndor
the wverpass whan it was dostrovaed by the ¢nemy and the rosultin: dibris formed
2n iw221 road bl:ocke The tanks that had passec thriush woers immodiately 2ttacked
by cnemy infantry from dur-in positions.  3Saveral casunltics wers inflict.d

9! tLU e
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tofirs the onomy wers m"r,; “ut by machini-gzun firc. The c:lumn wns dcl“y‘
s.v.ral Trurs whils 4/2L clo~r.! .- ro- with the use of Sulloozers ana dom -
liti n Mils the rono was boine el Arac, /35 wis scnt tihr uch Honobach,
©s "N Boussoridi.,  biulon Holihack ans Orosssnsu. mcmy artillory
Wisonetuntorid nne b normy nrtillury picces wore Qostre V-A. Th. zut--
bahn Wwis clinr:d by 1900 ~ni th. romaindor of the column advanco It Bossiroac
vhore they turn:d -ff the r o “sr {ho 1izhte The Or moved to Grosscnsccs
The units °f Zosorv: Cormand movae .ut from tho vicinity °f Burbstein -t
1000, f£:1luwe. the route takon by CO"B' and clused in Horsfold at 1900,
Farward Echol-n moved frorm Horbstoin 2t 1015 2nd closed in H.rsfzld 2

239 1nflict.’ lurin th. <y ineluded 14O killzc, 120 JA:JJ’ _
R ~uns, 1 757 ~un, 10 1551ult cons, 12 20mnm s “uns, 2 onti-
} : : o ’:\':.S, . 2 siofF c.rs d.3tr> v 1

bos
03

Ydissine
—————cee———

Enlist.: in 2
rarch Summnrre-

Durins the perisd 1-L Moreh the Jivision stroncthen.l its positi n 21 ng
thz w.st bank of th, © Byll River, north of Zitburg, and made »lans te cross the
rivir, crivs through the Sth Infintrv Uivision brld he <, ~nd 2ttnek to the
northiost with the Ithinc Eivor in the vicinity »f ¢ Jolcnz ns the ~tjcetive,

Units of ths combat e mrnnds asszmbled northenst of Bitbur~ in propar-tion for
the a2ttack,

Cn ths Sth, the divisisn crusscd the Kyll #iver in the vicinity -f Huttinren
ant ndvancesd to the northeast from the ostablishod bridgsochind wgoinst 1i-ht
resistoncee Progress was hinderad mor: by inelement wirther ond roads than by

nory resistoncece  The tw. combat esmmonds bzzan the ~tiack n parall-l routcs
but th: bud r:ad ¢ ndltlxns svun foresd them t. movy. n n. ~ain routz, rather
than schn*“ry r.wos =s previ usly s.lucteds The toom :f Jdmin was reach.d on
thz 6th 1n? in the latter part -f th. drive t- th. Phin- viry 1ittl: p.oosition
wosoone untoride  Inny tuvms surrcnooercs with-out a shot tiins firsd wft.r bcing
issu.s onoultimtwa cvr th. 1 dsp.onkor systm which wos zareizd .n cne of the
lizht tanks. The ~dvones wos s rdo thet 2 German Coros diadeuart.rs was ovarrun
" the comnnnder crptursd, ”h; ¢ meander was Genertl Grof Edwin von R>thkirch,
wh' lod th. 2ttack n Bast ~n:, ¥ oru-rl _limonts riachsd th. Rhine on the 8th
and dostrioy.d much QQUlpm;nk n5 ot Lnony ttiimptoe t flo. ner:oss the river

2nt .n 211 routss in front of  vr path of avanc.s.

Units 2P OCNEM mord 5 wth on th o atior bt capture 2 bridge cvor
the 05211z Rivor in the vicinity .f T whilce COM™" ~nd Resorve Commant swopt
th. west ~wnk -f th. Rhino fr ™M ”rm1+v t- C tlonz mflylny up cnomy Jlimonts.
SOMBM £ w11 bridzos J. “eotneoonc wmvire: hoewy artillory fire ot
Corir n. withiriw to Sinnincon, Tho Jivisin wos roliovid by thc 5th Infantry
Lirisi n, "7ich vus t ust-riisk ‘ricgshon . over the Moszlles  thuy assemblod
in the vicinity :f G-ml.n - - 1lth wnl proparcd to 2ttack thr wh the hridgo-
Dol with vornis s tho
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Thz Jivisi'n crossod the Moszlle in tho vieinity +f iluden <n the 15th ~nd

by nisht had rcached Simmern against licht resistancc. The Nahe River wos roachzd

by n:-n on the 16th and the advance was s ropid that rear cloments roccived
¢ nsidorable snipor fire from units by-passcd by the f£orward clem:ints. Enumy

rltnzs wore active 2nd tha c.lumns wers frequently strafocd but witnorine mochin:-

cun fire kept the plancs at an altitude that littls damnge wos <onc,

- bridgchead was cstablished over the Nahe River on the 17th s uth 3£ 3ad

Krﬂuzn"ch and on the 20th ths division attacked toward Worms to s.ize 2 bridge
vzr the Rhince This city was rcachoed »n th: cvening -f the same day but 211
brlaras sver the Rhing hod beon dastr oyaed,

During th: peri:z< 21-23, towns betweon Yorms and Oppenheim werc cléarcd
ane proparttions were mads ts cross the Rhine through the bridgohoad cstablishod
by thz Sth Infantry Divisi.n -n thz 23rd,

The <divisi-n crossed the Rhinc at Oppenheim »n the 2Lth and by ovenine of
th: 25th had 2stablished bridgcheads sver the Main River in the v101n1ty of
Hanou and Jschaffonburge  lhese bridgchcads were defonded against snemy countor-
attacks and 'n the 28th the divisi.n attacked to the north townrd Grunbecreg 2nd
by the :nd 5f the month had roachcd positions in the viecinity of Berka, cast

of Discnache Roesistance was very light Zuring the advance and the cnsmy appearcd

t. b. discirgrnized,
Mrrch Stotistics:-

I. noulpm nt
S Enomy cquinment distroycd by Lth armored Division,

1. Mnrk IV t".nka 11 260 Staff cars 230

2. fiark V tanks 15 27, 4rmorcd cars 12

3, ..nrk VI tmks 15 28, Buscs 9

L. Tonks (typs unkn-wm) 26 29, Primc Mover 8

5 Sclf-propell:d suns 3L 30 Scout car )

6. 155mnm sun 1 31, Poip 5

7o 150mn suns 18 32, lisc. v:zhiclzs 1326

8, 120mm ,-uns 14 33s Hirsi- rawn vohicl.s 1227

?¢  105-r. ~uns L2 3be Tt reyclis 70
12, AR8m- -uns 105 5, Tr-il.rs Li

1l. B86mm -uns 22 be Rurcos 5
12, 75mm ~uns 56 37. .drplen: .neincs 10
13. LOmm -uns 7 3P, Toilr o eors 156
ke 3imm -uns 1 39, fRprm ocrrmunati o 12,000 r un.
15, 20mn -uns 25R LCe 2Cmm rmuniti on L,000 r. un.
16. ..s37ult uns 7 Ll, Baz k2 amauniti n LOO r-un..
17 Lorge Cal. .rtye pcse = Lb L2. T:1l.rmincs 26

18, Nebolworf:ors 10 L3s ‘rrunitin ump
19, i:rtars 106 Lhe L.c.m tiv:s 13
20, .ntie-tank .uns L9 LS Troins L
2ls nti-nircer~ft runs L7 Lée Hlitery crs.onnl 1
224 3r2ll <rms wiap ns 1Ll L. L -109 10
23, H-1lf-track : RS LA, Hi-111 2
2Le Trucks 673 L9, 3=252 5
25. 7 lkswn.on- 3 50, ©I-190 17
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B, Incmy cequipment chpltur. L Yoorm.rod Divisi
1. Fucl on’ Lukric ti o our)
2. 75mm ~rel £Prpy cmeaniti on
3¢ -armuniti n ump
Lie
S
e
7. Tr-ins
Re nezntrati nocome ith 1200 p.liticsl prisoners of war
9 ;5tital with 1500 w unlizd

“2rit 1 cors

b Jar vous: fotires oo ict 1 supplics.

20
(@]
(&)

1O O = O iNde

bl

o %o
(6>
[l

D Qe

V.kicl:s 1.st u. ctl ooty Arm ro Divisi n.

1, = iunm tonk k 9+ Carys carricr (72413,

2. ium tonk (Iobm o ) 10, %—tJn iruck

3, Licht ton ; 11, 3/L-t"n truck

Le .xm.rilcor (M- , 12, ‘mbulmnce

Se °tur corringe 13, 23-tun truck

6o  tor corrince (M-18) 1L, z-ton troiler

7. tolf-track (1i-3.1) 13, 1l-t'n traileor

R, Tank nocovery vehiclc 16, .ormnition troilor (010)

(1132) 1

1

—
NO NN H O

]

The followine vehiclus wer o wwrn ut nd replacac,

1. iielium Tank L2 7o Votor carriice (W7)
2o Lirht tonk 11 8. %=t n truck

3, ..t carriase (11%) 1G 9. 2%-t.n truck

L wmrel cor ((8) 10, “lreekin-truck ((1)
50 I8

stor enrrince (GF) ) 11, Arvanmiti n treiler (G20)

o Motium tonk (105mm How)

BEattle Casunltics.
.+e Bncmy
¥ille 3,370
Wound.l 2,035
rris.n.rs 23,303
raores Pivision
Killcd officirs 17 T 3alisted Men 191
Woundal Officurs & inlistel licn AAE
3. .iiszing Offic.rs . ~onlistel on 318

Y“n-Battia Crsv-lti:s.
Of ficsrs 18
Zrlistc Loon b3l

.t Duvy
Fr » buttle casutlticse
l, Offic.rs 9
2. o©nlistoc Len lL?
Fr.m non=bot+l: casurltics.
ls Offic:urs 10
2. Znlisted nen
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7. Reinforcements,
e Officers 21
B, Enlisted Men 1164
VI, Division Strength (1 March 19.5)
A, Officers 618
B. Warrant Of“icers 50
Ce ZEnlisted ¥en 9993

ViIl. Prorotions.

Ae

VIII. .ua

v e

R

Field Grade
l. Major tc Lieutznant Colonel.
a. Harold Cohen, Commanding Officer, 10th nrmored Infantry
Battalion.
2. Captain te Major.
A, Francis D. :eed, .issistant Military fovornment Office,
deadquarters, Lth arm red Division
be Hugh F. Youn:, Zxccutive Officer, 10th ~rmered Infantry
Battalion.
To Captain -6
To First Lisutenant =13
3attlefield appointments by unit,.
1. Ath Tank 3attalion
2« 53rd .rmd. inf.7n.
3¢ lth «wmd viv Irains
Le 35th Tani Rattalion
5. lth .md Piv g,

N e

rds
Legion of liorit awardsc to tho followinz porsonn:l for :xciptlionally
moritoriovs canivet in the corformance o SULSTARGLINT Sirv.oals auring
t.2 rrriod indicated. )
e It. Jol. Richard T Bullsr, 128th .. pu-aint. ‘ny, 1 oot Ll-
31 RER0 e Lb.
2. /3¢t. 1iks Lapinski, 515t o0
3¢ I/L Lzo agnar, Slst .rd Inf Sy 31

21 LLl-1V sune 104l
CLL=17 wuns 1500,

-

N

2ilvaer Star,
1. 12
2¢ 1 aw-Lonf _lustor

3ronzs Star
l. 70
2. 2L 07k Loaf Clustqors

wir edal
1. 1
2. 1 Juak Leaf Zlust.r

Turrls Uoart
1o 3231
2 73 Ok Leaf Zlust rs
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1 April 19L5:-

The mission of the division was to seize Gotha and the communications center
of ohrdruf, According t6 information cbtained from prisoners of war, Gotha was
the operational seat of the German government,

CC"B? attacked from the vicinity of Bosserode at 0600 with C/35 leading the
column. The force advanced to the northeast using the autobahn. Two enemy tanks
were sighted in the vicinity of Wommen and C/35 immediately opened fire on them,

after destroying one and forcing the other to withdraw, C/35 pushed on to engage
a groun of enemy tanks and self-propelled gins in the vicinity of Herleshausen,
destroying 8 of the tanks and a member of the SP's, In the meantime, A/35 passed
through C/35 to continue the advance but was stopped near Horschel by a road block
and blown bridge cevered by anti-tank and small arms fire, A4/35 had 3 tanks
knocked out by this anti-tank fire as thay rounded a curve in the road. The 25th
Cavalry Reccnnaissance Squadron reconnoitered to the north for a possible bridge
over the Werra Kiver and renorted one at Creusburg. The column turned back fram
Horschel to Wommen and then proceeded north through Nesselroden, Narkershausen,
Luderbach, and into ifta, At 1700, a report was received from air liaison that the
bridge at Creuwburg had been déstroyed by the enemy so the units of CC "B" remained
in the vicinity of Ifta. A task force from the 35th and 51st was sent to Crevzhurg
to ciear the town and establish a bridgahead so that construction of a bridge could
begin. The town was reported clear by 2L00 and the 24th Ammored “ngineer Batallion
immediately began construction of a pontoon tridge. The Cp of CC"B" closed in 1fta.

CC™A" moved out at 0610 from the vicinity cf Wolfershausen to follow CC"B% on
the autobahn to attack Gotha. Thé column followed a route through Obersuhl,
Untersuhi, Gertsungen, Neustadt, and Vommen., In the vicinity of Herleshausen, A/8
supoorted CC'B" and destroyed 2 armored cars and a selfwpropelled gun, The units
of CC"A% assembled in the vicinity of Willershausen after word was received that
all bridges over the 'Jerra River had been destroyed,

Reserve Command was given the mission of following CC"BM andkeeping the route
of advance open so suprlies could pass through. They moved out from the vicinity
of Herafeld at 14LS and closed in Nesselreden at 1830,

Foirward Echelon left Hersfeld at 1500 and closed in Nesselroden at 1730.

The 1lst Tlatoon of the 16th Field Hosrital was ambushed in the vicinity of

Altonstadt as they were moving forwarc , by elements of the 6th SS Mountain '
Division, which had been by-passed by the fast moving tanks, Medical officers
and nurses were freed but other officers and enlisted men were taken prisoners,
Tne medical equipment was desproyed, Among the nrisoners was Lieutenant Colonel
Cnhen, Commanding Officer of the 10th armored Infantry Battalion, who was then a
patient in the hosrital. The following day, the Germans were surrounded by the
. 71st Infantry Division and the prisoners were liberated,

bnemy casualties inflicted during the day included 153 killed, 18 wounded,

LOL vrisoneys; 9 tanks, 2 self-propelled guns, 8 other hzavy tracked vehicles,
10 20mm guns, L4 88mm guns, L anti-tank guns; 5 acsault guns, 11 trucks, 2 armored
cars, 2. scout cars, 1 bus, 2 trains, and 15-18 rlanes destroyed on the ground;
260 box cars and 16 locomotives cantured,

Lth Armored Division casualties included:-

Killed Wounded
Officers 2 i
Enlisted Men - 16 ‘ 32

April 45«1




& group of 3 officers and 75 enlisted men was placed on temporary duty with
the 17th Reinforcement Demot for return to the United States for L5 days rest and
recuperation. (Par 1, SO 69, Hq, uth Armd, Div. cs),

The first group that was sent to the United States for rest and recuperation
returned to the division, These men drove new vehicles from rear areas to the
division,

2 April 1945:-

In the CC"B™ area, B/2L completed construction of a 120 foot pontoon brldge
over the 'erra #iver at Creusburg early in the morning. As the command prrepared to
aross; 15 ME-109's bombed and strafed the bridge and destroyed four sections of the
bridge. The cost was heavy to the enemy as A/L89 shot down 7 of the enemy planes,
Rerzir work was immediately begun and the bridge was com-leted at 1500, The ve-
hicles immediately moved out of Tfta and began crossing the bridge at 1530 to join
the infantry who had established a bridgehead. Several waves of enemy planes
again attempted to destroy the bridge but were unsuccessful. The column advanced
to Uetteroda where C/35 destroyed an enemy road block. Zesistance consisted of
light small arms fire and the units closed in the vicinity of Neukirchen for the
night, They were alerted to continue the attack toward Gotha at 0700 the following
day. .
Under continual attack by enemy vlanes; 4/2L completed a 1lLl~foot pontoon
bridge over the erra River at Spichra by 1515. B/LB9 shot down 11 planes over
tnis bridge during the day. The elements of CC"A+ moved cut from the vicinity of
Willershausen, passed through Pferdsdorf and outposied high ground northeast of
onichra,

Tae units of Reserve Command continued to nrotect the main supply route and
olaan out small pockeis of enemy resistance in the vicinity of Neselroden.

Du  “uring the day, the L89th AAA AW Bn., shot down 3L enemy planes and claimed .
$ others as probables. A/U89 shot down 18 of these enemy planes. Of these de=
stroyed, 9 were identified as ME 109's and 3 FM~190's,

Enemy losses inflicted during the day 1ncluded L6 killed; L72 prisoners, 1
tank, 1 self-propelled gun, 4 %rucks, 2 staff cars, and a motcreycle destroyed.

Lth Armored Division cacuslties were;=

Killed Wounded Missing
Officers T . pl T
fnlisted men 1 L1 1

3 Aoril 1945:-

Advance elements of CCMA" moved out from the vicinity of Spichra at 0800 with
A/B and A/S3 leading the column., Resistancs was light as the column attacked
through Krauthausen, Madeiungen, Strega, NeuXkirchor, Stockhausen, Grossenlupnitz,
T¢ningenlupnitz, lielborn, and Hastrungsfeld, At Hatielstadt the force received
concentrated bazooka and small arms fire but artillery fire destroyed these enemy
nositions and the force proceeJed on the autobzhn to the vicinity of leina., 4
blown overpass covered by two batteries of 88/s haited the advance and heavy
damage was inflicted. CC"A% lost 6 tanks; 1 assault gun, 2 half-iracks, and
2 peeps, With the aid of air support all the enemy guns were destroyed. The
force then withdrew to the vicinity of Horselgau to reorganize for an attack on
"otha *he following dzy.

. ’ April L5-2 ‘
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Rear elements of CC"B® that had not crossed the Werra River the preceding day
nomrleted the crossing by OLLS. idvance elements moved out from the viecinity of
Veukirchen at 0300 to attack torard Gotha., Only light resistance of small arms
fire was encountered and by 130 tne force occupied hign ground overlooking Gotha
and prepared to assault the tity. Sniper and bazooka fire sonstituted the chief
resistance as they attacked Go*he and forward elements -cached the main sguare by
nighkt but withdrew to the cutskirts and set up outnosts. The route followed Ly
CC"B? was through Bertercda, Hotzelsroda, Bolleroda, Reuernfeld, Grossenbehringen,
Cesterbehringen, Bruheim, Sonneborn, and Netebach.

£nemy air was again active over the combat commands and 12 enemy planes were
shot down. Three were identified as ME~109's,

Reserve Command moved cut ficm the vicinity of Nesselroden at 1L30, followed
CC"B" over the bridge at Creuzburg and closed in the vicinity of Cesterbehringen
at 2000,

Forward kchelon left Nesselroden at 1530 and closed in Grossenbehringen at
1830.

Enemy casualties inflicted during the day included 147 ki lled, 1154 prisone*s,
50 wounded; 13 tanks, & 86mm guns, 1 150mm gun, 1 4Omm gun, 11 20mm guns, 1 anti~
tank gun, 8 self..propelled guns, 2 half-tracks, 6 armored cars, 2 staff cars, 1L
moterceycles, and 12 planes destroyed; L tanks, 3 assault guns and 10 trucks
captured,

Lth Annored Division casualties were:-

Killed Wounded
Officers 3 L
Enlisted Men 1y 65

4 April 19451«

The burgermeister officially surrendered the city of Gotha to CC"BT at 1020
after an ultimstum had been delijvered to the city. Plans nad been formulated to
assault Gotha if it did not surrender. The city was then declared ar "opeu city"
as tnere were several hospitals with enemy wounded, The units of CC"B! moved -
through Gotha at 1200 for a coordinate attack on Ohrd-uf with CC"aP, CC"A™ was
to cutflank the town to the west and CC"E" was to seize high ground to the east.
Light small arms fire was encountered as the units of CC”"B* meoved from Gotha
through Siebleben, seebergen, Wanderslebenl,to high ground irn “he viciaity cf
Muhlberg overlooking Onrdruf. Little resistance was encountered by CC"a" at
OQararuf and CC"B" did not have to sur~ort the attazk, They remained in the
vicinity of Muhlberg for the night and were orcdered to hold thatposition the
following day. The CP of CC"B? moved from Sonnebsrn and closed in Muhlberg,

The units of CC"A" waited in the vicinity cof Norselgau %o attack Gotha but
after the official surrender were ordered to proceed southe.st and attack the
communications center of Ohrdruf. The cclurn moved out at 1300 through Petriroda
-and Hohenkirchen, with some small aims and bazooka fire being received from
Petriroda. B/8 and the 53rd Armored Infantry Rattalion attacked Ohrdruf and by
1520 had cleared the tawn and blocked all rcads leading from it, The CP of CCPA™
moved from Frottstadt and closed in Ohrdruf at ZL(Q7.

The units of Reserve Command moved from the vicinity of Qesterbehringen,
followed the route of CC"B®*, and closed in Gotha at 1100,

' Forward Echelon moved from Grossenbehringen at 1545 and closed in Gotha at
-1900.

-The ‘enemy again attempted to destroy the 'Jerra River bridge at Creuzberg and
Spichra by sending over a number of planes, Elements of the LB89th iia AW Bn.;
rrotecting the bridges, destroyed 12 enemy planes with 6 others as probablesc
Two 'of -the planes destroyed were identified as ME-109's,

The Lth Armored Division, L89th, 70Lth, and 995th were relieved from assign-
went to XII Corps and assigned to VIII Coros.
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The 1lst Platoon of the 16th Field Hosvital, which had:nostiitscequipment when
ambushed by the enemy. was temvorarily relieved from assignment to the Lth Armored
Division. .

Enemy casualties inflicted during tne day included 93 killed, 60 wounded,

607 prisonsrs; 2 tanks, lOhai:-tracks; 11 trucks, 1 staff car, 10 miscellaneous
vehicles, 7 trailers, 1 lccomotive, 1 20mm gun, 2 LOmm gur.s destroyed; 50 20mm
gune, 50 machine-guns, 200 aircraft radios, and 8 JU-88is cantured.

th aArmored Division casualties were:-

Killed Wounded
Officers T L
Enlisted Men 5 22

5 April 1545:-

icting on orders received from VIII Corps, the units of the Lth Armored
Division held their rositions of tne previous day, awaiting relief by the 89th
Tnfantry Division. CC"R% remained in tthe vicinity of Muhlberg while CC"A" main-
tained strong outprosts around Ohrdruf. The units of Reserve Command patrolled
roads in the vicinity of Gotha, 181 prisoners were taken in patrol activities
during the day.

Yire teams and a vhoto detachment team from VIII Corps were temporarily
attached to the lLLih Armored Signal Comnany to augment the communications system
of the division which had been working hard to keep up with the rapid advance of
forward elements.

The Meritorious service Unit rlaque was gwarded to the 380Lth Quartermaster
Truck Company, Lilth Quartermaster Truck Commany, and the First Platoon, 16th
Field Hosrital for superior performance of duty in the accomplishment of excep-
tionally difficult tasks while attached to the Lth Armored Division.

6 April 19LS:-

The division was in the process of being relieved by the 89th Infantry Di-
vision, The units of CC"B" began moving from the vicinity of Muhlberg at 0600
and ciosed in positions in the vicinity of Gotha at 1000, CC"B® had no contact
with the enemy,

CChAY continued to outnmost Ohrdruf and the Nazi concentration camp located
near the town. The enemy had killed many of the slave laborers before CCUAM
seized the camp. The bodies of half-starved Belgiars, French, Russions, Serbs
and Foles lay where they were shot and others who had been tortured to death were
piled in a small building., The few survivors were in a very weakened condition,
Colonel Sears, Commander of CCMA". ordered the peonle of Ohrdrul to the concentra~
tion camp to view the ghastly scene left by their army. U6 prisoners were cap-
tured by CCMPA" in patrol activities around Ohrdruf. The mayor and his wife,
while professing no knowledgs of the affairs of the camp, later committed suicide.

A task force from Reserve Command comnosed of B/37, B/10 and Ren/70L was
sent from Gotha at 06LO with the mission of releesing British prisoners of war
at Friedrichroda; southeast of Gotha., Heavy small arms and bazooka fire were re-
ceived as the force anproached the town and 2 armored cars were destroyed. No
air suprort was available and in the face of the heavy resistance the force re-
turned to Gotha.

The 25th C.valry ‘teconnaissance Squadron killed 11 and captured 51 prisoners
in a clash with an eremy group in the vicinity of aspach,
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Brigadier General Hoge recsived a congratulatory message from Major General
Eddy, Commander of XIT Corns, tor the recent accomplishments of the division,
including the crossing of the “hine and the subsequent drive to the northeast,
He said, "Your immediate smash beyond the Main, one hundred miles to the north-
east into central Germany, proceded to open the way for a sweeving Corps advance,
and to electrify our nation at home®,

7 April 1945:-

The division remained in the consclidated rositions of the previous day,
yith CC"AY in the vicinity of Chrdruf and CC¥B" in the vicinity of Gotha, ~CC"A"
received sporadic artillery fire from the southeast.

ieutenant Colonel Saar, VYivision Signal Officer, and his driver were re-
ported missing in action after being ambushed by civilians and soldiers in the
vicinity of Neudietendorf while accompanying 3rd Lrmy officials on an inspection
of German communication installations. At 1830, a task force from C/35 was sent
to Neudietendorf in an attempt to recapture these officers, The force located
1 enlisted man alive and the body of Colonel Harmon, 3rd Army Communications
Officer. One of the officers re orted missing was Colonel Robert S. Allen, TUSA,
famous Washington solumnist.

Some small arms and bazooka fire were received during the operation and the
force returned to Gunthereleben at 2200, Reserve Command made clans to fire on the
town and burn it down,

Brigadier General Hoge visited the 70Lth TD Battalion and presented awards
to members of the battalion who had distirguished themselves,

The Administrative Center left Jugeshaim and closed in Rotenburg,

8 April 19L5:-

Relief of the Lth armcred Division by the 80th and 89th Infantry Divisions
was completed by 1LOO and tne units assembled in towns in the vicinity of Gotha.
Special attention was given to the maintenance of vehicles, cleaning of weapons
and equi-ment, training reinforcerments, and rest and rehabilitation, Shcwer and
laundry ~oints were established and movies were shown to the men and otficers,

The 4th .rmored Division was relieved from assignment to VIII Corps ani
assigned to XX Corps.

Three officers from the division were rlaced on terrcrary duty with the 17th
Reinforcement Denmot for return to the United States for LS days rest and recuper=-
ation.

" Brigadier General Hoge continued his tour of inspection of the units of the
division,
9 April l9h5a_
‘.. The division received orders from XX Corrs to rwintain present p051tibns .
until further notice.
""" The units devoted most of the day to training, maintenance and recreatlon0
D‘1v1ng instructions weie given to reinforcements and some units fired on neardy
ranges. using cavtured enemy vehicles as targets, FKed Cross clubmebiles visited
the units and movies were shown tc trne men in the evening, Several units sent
officers and enlisted men to the concentration camp at ghrdruf to witness the
atrocities verformed by the enemy,
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Captain Baum, 10th Armored Infantry Battalion, leader of the task force to
Hammelburg, returned to the division after having been wounded and captured by
the enemy,

Following is a list of enemy casualties inflicted by the Lth irmored Division
from Worms to Gotha (15 lMarch - 8 Arril): 30,337 prisoners, 270L killed, and
2,1L0 wounded; material ca-tured or destroyed; 5 Mark IV tanks, 7 Mark V Tanks,

1 Mark VI tank, 57 unidentified tanks, 73 self-propelled guns, LO half-tracks,

17 armored cars, 15 scout cars, 10 nebelwerfers, 130 20mm guns, 1 37mm gun,12 LOmm
guns,39 75mm guns, 72 88mm gus;3 1%mm gme s 105mm guns, 1 155mm gun, 21 miscellan-
eous anti-tank guns, 20 miscellaneous anti-aircraft guns, 8 prime movers, 1 221
motor vehicles, 395 horse-drawn vehicles, 39 locomotives, 1134 railroad cars,

and L ammunition dumps,

10 april 19L5:-

A meeting of unit commanaers was neld at éivision headouarters at 2300,
Orders were given at the meeting that the division would continue the attack to
the east the following morning at 0700, The combat command were to attack abreast
with CC"A" on the south flank. The 80th Infantry Division was to follow and clean
our by-passed nockets of resistance. In conjunction with the attack, the 6th
Armored Division was to attack; parallel to the Lth on the left flank. The
following troop list was effective for the attack:-

ccnaY CCuB* Reserve Command
51 37 53

8 10 35

65 2 9L,

A/25 177th F4 Bn. A/2k

B/ 70L D/25 A/70kL
c/2k c/70L 58th FA Bn.
D/L8Y c/L89 B/L89
A/LS B/L6

A/126 B/126

3L3 FA Bn. B/2L

The administration Center moved from Rotenburg and closed in Gotha,
11 April 1945:-

The units of CC%B® moved from the vicinity of Gotha at 0700 to attack to the
east on a route parallel to the autobahrn, The column moved through Friemar and
passed through elements of the 80th Infantiry Uivision at Zimmernsupra and Alach.
The force was halted near Gispersleben by a hlowr bvidge covered by small arms
fire. Company "B" of “he 2Lth armored “ngineer Bs*.clion put in a 2L-foot treal-
way bridge and the advanze continued through Kilieni. Kernsleben, and Tottleben,
At Kleinmolsen a group of eremy tanks was spctted ard G/37 and B/10 went into
-~osition to meet the group, With the aid of the air suprort, six tanks were
destroyed and the remainder were forced to withdraw., The rest of the force con~
tinued to move and at Ottstedt srlit inito two task forces. 4/37 and G/10 con-
tinued on the main route and encountered some direct fire in the vicinity of
Doasdorf and Gaberndorf. B/37 and A/10 took an alternate route northeast from
Ottstedt and captured the political concentration camp of Buchenwald with
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avproximately 22,000 prisoners still in the campr, The two forces merged north of
"eimar and closed in the vicinity of Ulrichshalben and Schwabsdorf for the night,
The CF of CC"B" closed in Grosskromsdorf, During the day the column advanced
approximately 35 miles and by-passed the large cities of Erfurt and Weimar, Re-
sistance consisted mainly of small arms and bazoocka fire,

The units of CC"A” moved out from the vicinity of Ohrdruf at 0730 to attack
to the evst, using the autobahn as the axis of movement. At Molsdorf, they were
forced to detour becuase of blown bridges and used alternate roads for the advanse,
This route took them through Ichtershausen, Eischleben, Waltersleben, and Egstedt,
Between Egstedt and Schellroda some bazooka and small ams fire was received, but
these positions were quickly destroyed and the force continued through Klettbach,
Ej chelborn, Bechstedstrasse, Isseroda, Troistedt, Buchfahrt, Mechelroda, Magdala,
Gottern, Bucha, and reached the Saale River at 2200, Reconnaissance showed that
all bridges over the river had been destroyed and the units closed in the vicinity
of Goschwits for the night, Resistance was generally light during the advance
and consisted of scattered bazooka and small arms fire., The CP of CC"AM moved to
Bucha,

Reserve Command was given the mission of following CC"A® to protect the di-
vision right flank and te prevared to reinforce either combat command, The units
of Reserve Command moved out at 1400 from the vicinity of Gotha and closed in the
vicinity of Nohra at 2200, The CP was located in Nohra,

The 25th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron was given the mission of screening
the south flank of the division and advanced on roads parallel to CCrar,

Forward Echelon moved from Gotha at 1630 and closed in Rechstedtstrass at
2030,

At Nohra, the CAC was ordered to investigate a civilian rerort that § German
soldiers were hidden in a rrivate home., A varty of L officers, a squad of in-
fantry from the 53rd, an MP, and a non-com from CAC was organized to investigate,
The ovrer informed the party that the house was clear but when they started to
enter, a German soldier opened fire with an automatic wearon, One officer and two
enlised men were wounded. The house was immediately sst on fire with phosphcrus
gvenides and the enemy soldiers were killed,

cuemy losses inflicted during the day included 75 killed, 60 wounced, and
286 crisoners: equioment destroyed included 2 Mark ITT tanks, 6 unidentified
tanks, 6 86mm guns, 20 trucks, 1 half-track, L 20mn guns, 10 motor vehicles,

6 herse.drawn vehicles, 1 motorcycle, and 2 trailsrs,

Lth Armored Division casualties were:

Killad Wounded
Officers - b
Enlisted lMen L 1,

12 April 19453~

CC"B* moved out from the vicinity of Ulrichsh2l:2n at 0700 to continue the
attack to the east., Initial resistance of small a:ms fire was encountered in
the vicinity of schwabsdorf. At Isserstedt, artillery and anti-aircraft fire were
received, A/37 and Cl0 entered the woods east of Isserstedt and destroyed these
enemy vositions, The remainder of the column proceeded through Krippendorf, Le-
neston, and Rodigen and reached th= Saale Hiver in the vicinity of Kunits at 1230,
The bridge at Kunitz had been destroyed and D/25 reconnoitered to the north as
far as Dornburg but all bridges were found to have been destroyed. Bridgehead
Jperations were begun immediately with BC/10 crossing the river in rubber pontoon
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boats. Heavy bazooka and small arms fire were received from Kunitz. The 3T7th
Tank Rattalion fired an artillery barrage into the town after which BC/10 entered
the town and cleaned it cut against stubborn resistance. It was necessary to rout
both enemy soldiers and cirilians from cellars and dug-in positions. High ground
east of Xunitz was also taken, In the meantime, B/2L had started bridging the
saale River and by 1930 had com-leted a 108-foot bridge. Vehicles immediately
began crossing the river, cartured and out-osted Laasan for the night., The CP

of CCYBY moved to Rodigen. : _ A

In the CC"AM sector, elements of the 51st Armored Infantry Battalion ferried
across the Saale River in the vicinity of Maua to estsblish a bridgehead. Much
bazooka and small arms fire were received but the S5lst destroyed these enemy
rositions and secured high ground on the east bank of the Saale. The bridge was
comrleted at 1400 and the combat command wnich had been divided into two task
ferces immediztely began crossing. The left force moved to the northeast and
encourtered considerable small arms and machine-gun fire from J, IDmnitz but
prroceeded tnrough the town with all guns firing at enemy targets. Schloben
and Schengleina were captured and the force closed in the vicinity of Beulbar for
the night. The right force attacked to the southeast after crossing the river
and captured Sulzs, Grossbockedra, and Oberg®us against scattered small arms fire.
The force then attacked to the northeast through Rausdorf; Gernowitz, crossed the
autobahn and closed in the vicinity of scheiditz for the night. The Cr of CCvAY
closed in ochongleins at 2230,

A force from Reserve Command composed of CB/35, A/53, and C/9L moved from
Nohra along the autobahn to Mellingen and then north to clean out the area between
+he two combat commands. Little orrosition was received but enemy prisoners
were taken. The rest of Reserve Command remained in the vicinity of Mellingen
for the night. The CP closed in Mellingen at 1600, ,

The L89th AAA AW Bn sho* down three enemy planes at the bridge site in the
vicinity of Maua. They also depressed their guns and fired at ground troops
across the river,

Forward Echelon moved from RBechstedtstrasse at 1515 and closed in Gottern
at 1700,

Enemy losses inflicted diring tne day included 1L killed, 21 wounded, and
1075 prisoners; 6 trucks, 1 armored car, 1 staff car, 6 86mm guns, 7 20mm guns,

5 horse-drawn vehicles, 1 Volkswagon, and 1 trailer destroyed,
_Lth armored Division casualties included:-
Killed Wounded Missing
Officers -- 5 . -
Enlisted Men L _ 28 1

13 “pril 19L5:-

Forward elements of CC"B" moved out from the vicinity of Lassan at 0630, The
combat command attacked in three columns witn cavalry and tank destroyers com-
posing the north colurmn and tanks, inrfantry and artillery, the center and south.
columns. The north column moved through Leberschutz, Graitschen, Poxdarf,
Tunschutz, Grossehelmsdorf, and Rudelsdorf. The center force followed a route
through Graitschen, Poxdorf, Rauschwitz, Petersberg, and Gossen. The south column
attacked thrcugh Rodigast, Thalburgal,arduonto tue autobahn west. of Eisenberg.. The
three .forces. corvergecratdEtzdorf "and forward :elements capturedus bridge:fnbact-
over the."eisse-Elster River at Rosenthal, Progress had bsen rapid as only scai-
tered small arms and bazooka fire were received.aid the Weisse-Elster«ae.reached ..

. Ap!‘il )-15-8 '




by 1105. The combat commanc received orders to continue the attack to the east
and establish a bridgenhzad over the Zwick-Mulds River, After crossing the 'eisse-
ctlster River, CC"B" s~lit jinto two columns at Crossen. The north column advanced
through Breitejprach, Drossdorf, Geussnitz, Wurchwitz, Nissma, Giossroda, and
Godern. The sduth force moved through Tauchlitz, Silbitz, steinbrucken, Grossaga,
Biebelroth, Heuchewalde, Polsig, and Lumpzig., The two forces merged at Rom-
schutz and continued the advance through Burkersdorf, Saara, Podelwitz, Ziegel-
heim, Frohnsdorf, Flemming, and seized a bridge over the Zwick-Mulde River at Wol-
kenber, Forces crcssed immediately and established a bridgehead, Rarid progress
had been made ajainst scattered bazooka and small arms resistance and the bridge
at Jolkenber was seized by 1800, The CP of (C"B" closed in Wolkenberg at 21L8,
Major Hunter, Commanding Officer of the 37th Tank Battalion, was wounded during
the advancs and Captain Dwight assumed command of the battalion,

CC"A? moved out from the vieinity of Beulbar and Scheiditz at 0700 to attack
in two colums. Ths north colum destroyed a road block at Waldeck and then pro-
ceeded through Bobeck. Klosterlausnit, Tautenhain, and Bad Xcstritz, The force
then turned south column moved out from Scheiditz and onto the autobahn at Dorna,
They advanced rapidly and seized the bridge at Lengenburg; by 1200, Some bazooka
and small arms fire were re ceived at the bridge and the 8th Tank Battalion had
one light tank destroyed. From Langenburg, CC*A® moved in one column to a point
north of Ronneberg where the command again moved out in two forces. The north
force moved thrcugh Matscher, Scrmelln, Cossnitz, Tettau, and seized a bridge
over the "wich-Mulde Piver at Waldenberg at 2145, Considerable sniper fire was
received as they pushed across the bridge and established a bridgehead in the
vicinity of Ober-Winkel. This area was strongly outpcsted for the night. The
south force moved speediy aleng the autobahn and captured a bridge over the Zwichw
Mulde River in thz vicinity of Reinholdshain by 1530. The force crossed the river
and ouvncsted high ground in the vicinity of Grunbach for the night. The CP of
CC'A" cleasd in Weidersdorf at 1900.

The tasx force Irom Recerve Command completed clearing lateral routes between
CC"A% and CC”"B7 in the vicinity of Mellingen and with the res: of the cammand
moved from Mellingon at 0650, rollowed the route of CC"A®, and closed in Largen-
burg oy 2015,

The advance of the division during the day covered armroximately 73 miles,
Resistance was generally light and consistzd cf small arms arnd bauooka fire.

Mzny prisoners wWere capvired during the rapid advance, Eremy aircraft attacked
the cclumns at intervals during the day and the L:89th AAA AW Battalion shot down
L enemy planes and listed another as probably destroyed.

Ferward ichelon meved from Gottern at 1100 and storped temporarily in Schloben
at 1300, They left schloten at 1400 a2nd closed in Langenburg at 1900,

Enemy lossess inflicted dwiirng tihe day included 160 killed; 103 wounded, and
2601 prisoners; equirment cestroyed: 1 Mark IV tanks, 1 unidentified tank,

98 trucks, L6 staff cars, 1 half.tra-k, L2 20mm guns, 1 88m gun, 3L horse-drawn
vehicles, 13 Volkewagen, 5 motcrcycles; lprime mcver, 1 bus, 3 trailers, 2 loco=
motives, 1 traln, 8 search-lighs and installations, 5 planes on the ground, 3
gliders, and 5 airplane engines; 260 aerial cameras wers captured,

Lth Armored Division casualiies included:

Killad Wounded
Officers - B
Enlisted Man 10 29
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1L April 1945:-

Before continuing their attack to the .east, the combat commands observed
five miumites of silencs in memory of our departed FPresident anu Commander in
Chief Franklin D, Rcosevelt,

The units of CC"A# moved out in two columns from bridgehead positions in the
vicinity of lialdenburg at 0710, The north colummoved through Falken without
resistance but forwsrd elemenis encountered heav, bazooka and small arms fire
from Rossdecrf. The 51st srmored Infantry Battalion oulled off the road in the
vieinity of Falken while the 37th Tank Battalion cleared Rossdorf. Rossdorf was
cleared by 0830 and the force moved to attack Limbach. Considerable small arms
and bazooka fire was received from Limbach but the town was cleared by 1635 and
outposted for tae night., The south column moved out from the vincinity of Grun-
bach, follcwed the auicbahn to Ernsthal, and cleared the towms of Ernsthal; Mohen-
stein, ard Wustenbrand. Resistance was generally light and consisted of scattered
amall arms and bazocka fire. A few rounds of artillery fire were received as the
force moved along the autcpahn. They outrosied positions around Wustenbiand at
1635, CC"A% liberated several thousanc allied PW's from hospitals and camps in
their advance duiing the day. The Cp of cC"A™ moved to Callenberg,

Elements of CC"B? enlarged their bridgehead positions in the vicinity of Welk-
enberg during the morning and mopped up enemy infantry in that area. D/25 and
elements of the 70Lth cartured two additional bridges over the 2Zwick-Mulde River
at Penig and three bridges were guarded by B/2L. CC"B® continued the attack at
1130 with C/37 and 8/10 leading., Light resistance was encountered at Frehna and
Muhlau but stubborn resistance from bazocka and small arms fire was received at
Berggstadt. The enemy was routed from the town by 1600 by 4/10 and B/37. Avprox-
imately 300 prisoners were captured and numerous allied prisoners were liberated,
high ground (Hills 350 and 296) in the vicinity of Bergstadt was outposted for the
night. Ariillery fired on enemy units who were retreating vo chemnitz. The CP
of CC"BY closed in Muhlau at 1600,

Reserve Cormand moved from Langenburg at 0615 and follcwed the CC'A"™ route
alorg the autobahn to positions in the vicinity of Glachua, Orders were received
to clear Glachau which had been by..passed by CCMA®. B8C/35 with elements of the
53rd Armored Infantry Battalion attached Giachau at 1030 from the northeast
and northwest. The city was stubbornly defendad by bazocka and small arms fire
and the 5%th had two tanks destroyed. The two forces resched the southern part
of the city but infiltrating enemy infantry out them off from the main force.
Positions on the cutskirts wers outposted for the night as they waited for
elements of the 80th Irnfantry Division to aid in mopping up the city. B/ 70k
moved east of Glachau and cap¥ared Lobsdorf by 1530.

The 25%h Cavalry Rezcnnaissance Squadren screemed the division south fank
from Trebnitz to Pecsierstein,

Lieutenant Colcnel Saar, Division ogiral O0ffice., returned to the division
after having been captured and wounded, 7 ®vril; in the vicinity of Gotha,

Forward Echelen moved from Langenberg at 0515 a.d closed in Grumbach at 1120,

Hg and Hq Co. ®&*h iArmered Division, Hq and Hy Ccy b*b Armored Division Trains,
126th Ordnance~Maintenance Battalion, 22nd armored Field Artillery Battalion,

th Lrmored Feld Artillery Battalion, 9Lth armored Field Artillery Battdlion,
and +he 2Lth Armored Engineer Battalion, were reorganized with a new Table of
Organization and equipment, The 126th Ordnancs-Maintenance Battalion was also
redesignated as the 1Z6th Armored Ordnance-}aintenance Battalion,
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Enemy losses inflicted during the day included 213 killed, 221 wounded, L0O97
prisoners, L 120mm mortars, 20 flak cars, 5 210mm guns, L nebelwerfers, 1030
bazookas, 20 trucks, 5 half-tracks, 10 passenger cars, 3 staff cars, 5 horse-
drawn vehicles, 2 locomotives 1 liaison plane, and large gquantiiies of small arms
destroyed, 6 Volkawagons and 25 staff cars captured,

Lth Armored Division casualties were:~

Killed Wounded
Officers e B

Enlisted Men 15 L7
15 April.l9h5:- ' |

Brigadier General Hoge issued the following message to all stations in com-
memoration of the anniversary of the division, "Order of the day today on the
fourth anniversary of activation of the Lth Armored Division., After ten months
of combat we stand deep in Germany on the verge of final victory with deep pride
in our long record of battles won and in memory of our dead let us resolve to
press on till the complete destruction of tne enemy,? It was impossible to hold
any ceremonies because the division was deep in the heart of Germany and had
penetrated farther on this date then any other unit,

Activity in the CC"A" secter in the vicinity of Limbech and Wustenbrand
was limited %o patrol activities, Orders were received to make no further
advances but to secure present positions. Reconnaissance units were sent in
the direction of Chemnitz and uvpon reaching Siegmar received some bazooka fire,
The units were forced to withdraw and artillery fire was placed on the town,
Officials came out under white flag and surrendered the city as enemy forces
had withdrawn due %o the artillery barrage. Sporadic artillery fire was re-~
ceived by CC"A? dwring the night from the direction of Chemnitz.,

The units of CC"B" secured their positions in the vicinity of Bergstad:t 'y
making local advances. A platoon from each A/37 and C/10 captured a bridge over
the Chemnitz River in the vicinity of Draisdorf while a platoon from C/37 and
3/10 seized another ‘tridge over the same river farther to the north, '

Units of Reserve Command, which had met stubborn resistance at Glachau and
cutrosted the city for the previous night, were aided by the 317th Regimen: of
the 80th Infantry Division in clearing Glachau, This additional force overcame
the enemy resistance and many prisoners were cantured, The CP of Reserve Command
meved to Glachau,

Forward Echelon mcved from Grumbach at 1600 and closed in aldenburg at
1630,

Enemy losses inflicted cwring the day were 79 killed, 52 wounded. 1933
prisoners; 2 half-tracks, 1 truck, 33 motcr wehicles, 15 machine~guns, 1 plane,
1 motorcycle, and a mobile repair shop destroyad.

Lth Armored Division casualties were:

Killsc Wounde:1 Missing
Officers -- L -
Enlisted Men 3 17 1
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16 april 1945:-

There was no enemy activity on this date as the units remained in position.
Elements of the 80th Infantry Division began moving into our povitions at 1300,
CCPR? withdrew from frent line positions east of Bergstadt to an assembly area
ncrthwest of Bergstadt. CCMA® remained in position in the vicinity of Hohen~
stein and llustenbrand, Reserve Command continued to hold pusitions in ths
vieinibty of Glachau. .

The units utilized the day to maintenance and service vehicles after the
arproximate 100 mile advance from Gotha to chemite, ,

30 eniisted men and 3 officers of the Third Army Signal Information and
nrmy Monitoring Section joined the forward echelon cf the lLlth Armored Signal
Company on temncrary duty. .

17 April 15L5:-

i group of 55 enlisted men and L officers were placed on temporary duty with
the 17th Ground Porce Reinforcement Corrand Depot for return to the United States
for forty-five deys rest and recuperation, (Par 1; SO 82, Hq Lth Armd., Div. c¢s),

The Lth Armored Division was ordered to relieve the 80th Iafantry Division
of front line positions., A change in mission of the 80th caused the Lth to be
sent back into the line, Hcwever, word was received that the Lth would be re-
1ieved the fo lowing day by the 75th Infantry Division.

The units of CC'B* moved scuth from rositions between lMuhlau and Bergstadt
with C/37 and AC/10 moved to high ground south of Gruma and the 22nc Armored
Field Artillery Battalion moved from Muhlau to Russdorf. The CP cf CC?B" closed
in Kandler at 1830

CC*A" remained in vposition in the vicinity of Ernsthal and the CP moved %o
Hohenstein, Th2 units cf Reserve Command contirued to outpost Glachau,

The 126%h Armored Crdnance-Maintenance Battalion received 16 GeM.C. truck
engines, 60 sets of medium and light tank tracks; and 16 medium tank engines.
Plars were made to inetall this new equipment in division vehicles which wers
tadly worn from the long marches of the past few weeks.

Major Readle H. Russell, Military Government Section, was assigned to the
71st Infantry Division to become Chief of the Military Government Section,

18 April 194S:-

By direction of the President; the Distinguished Service Cross was awarded to
Private Sam Capri, 53rd armored Infantry Battalion, for extraordinary heroism
in connection with military operatiocis against an armed eremy near Rastogne,
Belgium; 10 Jjanuary 19L5.

After taking over front line positions from tne Roth Infantry Division, just
west of Chemnitz, due to a change in division boundaries, the division received
orders that the 76th Infantry would take over oulx rositions., The 76th began
taking over the front line rositions in the afternoon

The combat cormands held their positions of the previous day and reported
little activity., O2c:sional sniper fire was .received, .

Colonel Blanchard, Commanding -Officer Reserve Command, visited the units
of his command and rresented awards to men who had distinguished themselves

in recent actions.
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The first Platoon of the 16th Field Hospital, which had been ambushed and lost
its equipment earlier in the month was reattached to the Lth Armored Division,

The second group of mea who had gone to the United States on furlough re-
turned to the division,

19 Anril 1945:=~

The 76th Infantry Division comnleted relief of the Lth Armored Division by
1200 and the combat commands began moving to assembly areas to the west. The
units of CC"A® assembled in the vicinity of Thenhousen and the CP was located
in that town, At 1200, CC"B" followed the autobahn and closed in an assembly in
the vicinity of Schmelln, at 1430. Units of Reserve Command assembled in the
vicinity of Crimitschau and Glachau, The 8th Tank Battalion was assigned to
Reserve Command from CC"A" and the 35th Tank Battalion was assigned to CC"A? from
Reserve Command,

FPorward Echelon moved from jaldenberg at 1100 and closed in Crimnitschau at
1200,

Lieutenant Colonel Abrams and Lieutenant Colonel Cohen revorted to the 20th
Armored Division to give lecturss on battle experiences, Colonel Roberts, Ase
sistant Division Cormander, assumed command of CC"B" during the absence of
Lieuterant Colonel Abrams,

Staff sergeant Ralph R. Harrington was placed on temporary duty with the
17th Reinforeement Derot for return to the United States for L5 days rest and
recuperation.

The following are excerpts from a renort by Coionel Severne S. McLaughlin,
Chief of Armored Section, XIII Corps, based on information obtained from officers
of XTI Corps on the emnloyment of armored divisions,

1. oSuccess Factors

a. When no armored mission exists they are allowed torest and refit,
b. Usually not committed until suitable conditions for breakthrough
are made by the infantry.
¢, Infantry combat team usually attached to make up for deficient
organic infantry.
d, Infantry divisions press close benind advancing armor,
e, Armored divisions by-pass persistent centers of resistance,
2. Employment when one armored division is assigred,
a, Armored division advances in two or more columns each under operational
control of the infantry division in whose zone they are to lead.
3. Whentwo armored division are assigned.
a, Each operates in mone allotited to infantry division it precedes,
Usually has combat team attached.
L. Armored boundaries,
a., If advisable, one advancing anead of the other may move into other
zone,
5. Armored units often used secondary roads to keer from running into enemy
anti-tank guns,
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20 Aprril 1945:-

The division remained in VIII Corns and SHAEF reserve with the units assembled
around Crimnitschau, Schmolln, and Glachau, There was no activity with the enery
and the units took advantage of this time to maintenance vehicles and clean
equipment., ['lans were also msde to set up battalion trsining schedules.

A1l possible rehabilitation and recreational facilities were placed at the
disposal of the men. Athletics, movies, and church services were scheduled to
help relieve the tension of the past weeks of fighting,

21 April 19L5:-

A rervort of the Third Army Signal Officer stated that the radio net of the
Lth 4rmored Division had ccnstantly been monitored by the enemy for two reasons
Pirst the actions of the Lth were barometer of offensive activities on Corps ani
Army fronts; second, tne Lth iras a constant threat to the enemycorp's front and
flank. Training schedules went ‘nto effect throughout the division. The tank
battalions trained reinforcements in crew drill and driving while theé infantry
battalions conducted firing on imrrovi:sed ranges, In the evening movies were
shown and the units were visited by Red Cross Clubmobiles.

Brigadier General Hoge visited various units of the division to confer with
battalion ¢ommanders and to ¢cbserve the training procedures.

It was of ficially announced that the division had captured 80,011 prisoners
to date.

22 April 1945:-

Units of the Third Army changed the direction of attack from east to south,
The subsequent change in boundary lines placed the Lth Armored Division in the
First Army sector. The division was relieved from assignments to VIII Corps and
temporarily attached to First airmy.

‘ Brigadier General Hoge issued a division memorandum on the treatment cof
civilians in Germany. He emphasised the fact that the aAmericans came as coi~
querors, to maintain law and order, and that by maintaining a soldierly bearing
and firm attitude, the German neople would be convinced that the United States
Army represented American democracy in its finest form. -

‘The units of the division remained in the vicinity of Schnelln, Crimmitschau,
and Glachau., The infantry battalions tired the bazooka and anti-tank grenades
‘on improvised ranges. The tank battalions conducted training of reinforcements
in crew drill and driving, Complete training schedules were in effect for all
units, ‘ o i

23 April 1?&5:-

The Lth armored Division and attached units were relieved from attachment
to First Army-and placed in Third Army Reserve, The division was alerted to move
the following morning to an asserbly area in the vicinity of Beyreuth, A meeting
of staff officers and battalion commanders was held at division headquarters at
2230, Orders for the route of march and -order of march were given.

Training schedules were carried out during the morning. ' In the afternoon,
vehicles were loaded, serviced, and prepared for the -long march to Beyreuth,

2L April 19L5:-

The following orde  f rﬁch was 1ss 3? fqr movemen’ o ﬁ new assembly area,
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25th, CC"A®, Forward Ecnélon, CC"B", Reserve Command ana Division Trains., The
troop list effective for the march was:

CCnA® CCHB% Reserve Command Div Trains Div Troops
51 10 53 126(=) 25(=)
3% 37 8 L6 (=)

66 22 9l Iy

A/25 D/25 B/L8B9 A/409

B/ 70k c/704 2L(-) LLY

c/2L B/24 A/704 3804
p/L89 c/L89 Plt 16 FH
A/LS6 - B/L6

A/126 B/126

Elements of the 76th Infantry Division relieved division units from guarding ware-
houses in the vicinity of Glachau, CC"A"™ moved out from the vicinity of Thonhause:.
at 0655 and closed in the vicinity of Creussen at 1600, CC"B" left Schmolln at
10LS and closed in the vicinity of 'eidenberg at 1900, Elements of Reserve Come
mand moved from Glachau at 1300 and closed in the vicinity of Beyreuth at 0330.the
following morning. The 25th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron closed in the viecin-
ity of Kirchenlaibach, The route followed %y the division was west from Crimnit-
schau on the autobahn to coordinate 890-615 where they turned south and followed
the autobahn to Uttersreuth, From Uttersreuth, the division moved on secondary
roads through Topen, then on to the autobahn which led directly into Beyreuth,
This detour was necessary because of a blown bridge. The distance of the march
covered arrroximately 120 miles and the hard surfaced roads caused some of the
tracked vehicles to develop mechanical difficulties with tracks and bogie wheels.
Some sniper and bazooka fire were received by the column during the march, partis
cularly when a vehicls became separated from the main force,

Colonel Abrams returned to CC"B" after being on temporary duty with the 20th
Ammored Division,

25 april 19L5:-

The division remained in Third Army reserve and was placed on a twenty-four
hour alert to be prepared to move in the direction of Cham in case of an enemy
threat from that direction., A large enemy force now was pocketed in Czechcslce-
vakia and was capable of counter-attack in strength.

The last units of Reserve Command closed in the vizinity of Beyreuth at 0330,

2 M7's and a T-5 wrecker, which had been forced to stov along tne road because
of mechanical difficulties in the wvicinity of Scnleiz, were ambushed and fired at
by a bazooka and machine gun, One man was killed and one was wounded. Investi-
gation disclosed that this area was definitely a sore-spot as there was rneh evi-
dence of the Hitler Jugend and soldiers in civilian cothes. Action was immediately
taken to screen all persons in that area. Another division had six men killed in
the some area and had partially burned the town,

The units were busy with cleaning equipment and maintenance of vehicles after
the long march of the previous day. Patrols were established to police the towns
in the assembly area to suvpplement tiLe work of wmilitary Government.

The Administrative Center moved from Gotha tov Beyreuth covering a distance of
aroroximately 160 miles,

26 April 194L5:-

Major Edward Bautz, nC"A", S-3, was apvoointed commanding officer of the 37th
Tank Battalion and Major Leslie *'ilcox, 25th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron,
took his place as S-3 of CCMA»,

The division remained on a twenty-four alert to move to the south or east but
commitment was doubiful as friendly divisions were making good progress in their
drive to the southeast and the Redoubt area.
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Training schedules were resumed with most of the units firing on the ranges,
using abandoned German vehicles as targets. The tank battalions held classes in
driving instructions and the oner.tion of the radio,

27 Anril 1945:-

A letter announcing the junction of American troopes of the 12th Army Group with
those of the irst Ukranian army was officially announced by General 0. N. Bradley.
Following exerots from the messagey "Wnile demonstrating new lessons in mobile war-
fare, you have anninilated whole grouns of German armies in the west on their own
ferman scil. In 10 months you have fought your way 700 miles from the beaches.
These accomnlishments were secured by your courage, your resourcefulness, and by
your comrades who died to achieve them. You have shared in the liberation of four
nations, given hove to others, and conguered half of Germany. The people of AMERIZ:
who armed you, have had great faith in you. You have justified that faith-as you
will in the battles that folleow", .

Due to several recent ambush attempts in rear areas. a memorandum was issued
to all organizations of the division; It was stated that travel would be performe .~
in groups of two or more versons or vehicles and if fire was received from houses,
these houses would immedistely be destroyed.,

The units of the divisio:i. continuved their training schedules and established
an occupational defense of toms in the JIvision area,

28 April 1545:-

Naturalization nroceedings were held at the Division administrative Center.in
Beyreuth, Germany, for 13 enlisted men of the division, The ceremony and oath were

inistered by Cyrus_B. Follmer, Special Naturalization Examiner from the American
E%Qéssy in Par¥sa Fol?owing the’oath of allegiance, the new citizens were addressed

by Lieutenant Colcnel Chester D. Silvers, Division Judge Advocate General. Members
of the press witnessed the ceremony and took pictures of the eventit. The new citl-
zens were from Mexico, Canada, Italy, Poland and Germany.

In their training schedules, the individual Lattalions stressed military dis-

cirline morale, vroper uniform, maintenance of vehicles; march discirline, and re-
sponsitilikams inthe occupational area, . Recreational facilities were also placed

at the digrosal of the men, .
79 A~ril 19L5:-

In a general order issued to all commanding officers and organizations of the
division, Brigadier General Hoge stressed the discipline and dress of the men.
Following are quotations from the order: "It is essential that the high reputation
of the Lth Armored Livision for discirline and meticulcus dress be maintained. The
arpearance and conduct of our troops during the static nhases of the occupation of
Germany will be closely observed Ly enemy nationals and this division is expected
to set the same standards of leadership in these departments as it has in battle,

A patrol from the 25th .Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron And the 70Lth Tank .
Destroyer Battalion was sent to cneck a'large woods northeast of Bayrcuth for
enemy soldiers and suspicious civilizne Tut none were found,

A U. S. 0, show played afternoon and evening rerformances for the men of the

civision at the large Richard Wagner Memorial Theatcr in Bayreuth.

30 4pril 1945:-

The Lth irmored Division with attached units was assigned to XII Corps.

i group of 59 enlisted men and 2 officers from the 126th irmored Ordnance-
Maintenance Battalion, L6th armored Medical Battalion, and Headquarters, Lth
armored Division left for Paris to drive new vehicles back forthe division and to
rick up needed supvlies. o o Cos

The division was placed on an alert status to move to the XII Corps zone in
the vicinity of Regen, Germany. The SLth Armored Field Artillery Battalion was
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assigned to CC"B® and the 22nd ~rmored Field Artillery Battalion was assigned to
Reserve Command,

During the week beginning 2L Aoril, a total of 200 new bogie uvheels were
prressed onto hogie hubs by a two man crew of the Headouarters Service Section
of the 126th Armored Ordnance-Maintenance Battalion, using the 150 ton press of
the section., "This was the third time during the long period of combat that the
bogie press was used and resulted in a substantial reduction in deadlined vehicles.

Summary for Aprril 1l

Uverations for the division during the month may be divided into the following
phases:
) 1 - 4 Continuation of attack toward Gotha and Ohrdruf, capturing both
places on the Lth,
5- 10 Relieved by 80th and 89th Infantry Divisions and assembled in the
vicinity of Gotha and Ohrdruf,
15 Attack east from Gotha and by 15th had reached positions in the
vicinity of Chemnitz,
16 - 23 Relieved of front line nositions and assembled in the vicinity of
Crimnitschau,
2L - 25 Division moved from the vicinity of Crimnitschau to an assembly area
in the vieinity of Bayreuth,
26 - 30 On twenty-four hour alert to attack to south or east. Units engaged
in training and maintenance,

11

On the 1lst, the division continued the attack toward Gotha from the vicinity
of Bosserode and Wolfershausen., Tanks and self-propelled guns were encountered
tor the first time in several days in the vicinity of Herleshausen, Wommen,
and Horschel., All bridges over the Werra fiver were blown and reconnaissance
to the north found suitable bridging sites in the vicinity of Creuzberg. .
Companies "A" and B" of the 2Lth iArmored bngineer Battalion erected bridges
over the ‘lerra “iver at Creuzburg and Spichra on the 2nd, Their work was
hamnered by constant air attacks and the bridge at Creuzburg was partially de-
stroyed by enemy bombs. The L89th sAA AW Battalion shot down 3L enemy planas
during the day. However, both commands crossed the river and established
bridgeneads. Enemy air continued active on tre 3rd btut the division reached
vositions overlooking Gotha, CCM"A" encountered heavy anti-tank fire at a
blown overpass in the vicinity of Leina and lost 6 tanks and 2 half-tracks
before the enemy guns were destroyed., The burgermeister of Gotha surrendered
the city on the Lth after an ultimatum had been issued. The combat commands
then moved through Gotha and attacked Ohrdruf with CC"™A™ canturing this com-
munications center and a large concentration camp nsarby.

Both combat commands were relieved by the 80th and 8%th Infantry Divisions
on the 6th and CC"B? moved to Gotha but CC"™A* remained in the vicinity of
¢hrdruf, These positions were maintained until the 1lth and the units were
engaged in maintenance and training.

April 1l1th, the division attacked toward the east witn CO"B" moving out from
Gotha in two columns., Six enemy tanks were destroyed in the vicinity of Klein-
melsen, and the infamous political camo of Bucherwald was cantured as CCUE"
advanced %5 a vosition in the vicinity of Schwabsdorf, north of ‘Jeimar. CCMA"
attacked from Ohrdruf and after initial delay by blown bridges, advanced as far
as the Saale River near Maua. hesistance was generally light and consisted of
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small arms and bazooka fire, The 25th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron screened
the division sout.: flank during tne advance, On the 12th, CC"B? reached the
Saale River near Kuritz and in the face of heavy anti-aircraft, bazooka; and
small arms fire, B/2L built a pentoon bridge, The combat command crossed and
outposted Laasan for the night. The infantry of CC"AY ferried across the river
at Maua and established a bridgehead so 4/2L could build a bridge. The bridge
was completed by iL0O and CC®A", attacking in two colunns, reached the towns of
Beulbar, and Scheiditz, On the 13th CC"B" moved out from Laasan in three columns
to Romschutz and seized a bridge over the Zwick-Mulde River at Wolkenberg. By
night a bridgehead was established on the east bank opposite Wolkenberg. CC"A"
advanzing in two columas, caotured a bridge over the Weisse-Elster River at
Langenburg and advanced from there in one column to Renneberg., A bridge over
the 7wick-Mulde River at Weldenburg was taken intact and a bridgeheasd was
established in *the civinity cf Ober-Winkel, Reserve Command cleared lateral
routes between the two combat commands., ~“Phe division advanced approximately
73 miles during the day against light resistance and captured many prisoners.
or the 1l4%h, CC"A" moved out from the Ober-Winkel bridgehead in two columns,
Razooka and small arms fire were received at Ressdorf and the forces outnosted
Limbach and Wustenbrand for the night. CC"B" enlarged their bridgehead nositions
and ca~tured the town of Bergstadt. Artillery fired on enemy columns retreating
toward Chemnitz. Réserve Command, which followed CC"A®, was ordered to attack
Glachau, Stubbern srall arms resistance was received and after the town was
cleared, enemy forces infiltrated from the flanks. On the following day, Glachau
was comnletely cleared. The comdbat command remained in positions as the division
was ordered “o make no further advances. ' o -

Elements of the 80th Infantry Division began relieving the division on the
16th but a change in boundary lines caused by Third Armmy's shift to the south
cavsed zhe division to go back into the line on the 17th. The 76th Infantry
Division took over front line positions on the 1fth and the following day the
division assemblecd in the vicinity of Crimnitschau with CC“A" at Thonhausen.
CCMB" 4n the vicinity of Schmolin, and Reserve Command in Crimnitschau. Training
schecuies and maintenance programs were in effect for the rext five days.

On the 2hth, at 0635, the division began moving south to an assembly area
in the vicinity cf Bayreauth and the last units closed in on the 25th at 0330,
The Lutsbahn was used for most of the march which covered apnroximately 120 miles.

During the last days of the month, the division was on a twenty-four hour
alert to attack either to the south or east should the situation develop,
Training, maintenance, retreation, and occupational patrols were in effect
during this period. ' ' o

April Statistics:=-

1. Equipment" ]
A. ©tnemy equipment captured or destrcyed b, the Lth Armored ¥ivision.

. 125 20mm guns © 6. 3 LOmm guns C
23 8 mm guns o 7. B8 Assault guns
5 210mm guns 8, 5 Anti-tank guns
5 120mm mortars 9, 20 Flak cars - -
1 150mm gun’ g -~ 10, 1030 baszovkas

¢
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11, L Nebelwerfers 23. 1 Mobile repair shop
12, 11 Self-prorelled guns 2L, DMotorcycles
13, 65 lachine guns : 25, 50 Horse-drawn vehicles
1, 39 Tanks : ' 26, 2 Trains
15, 8 Hejvy-tracked vehicles 27. 260 Box cars
16, 113 Trucks 28. 21 Locomotives
17, 9 nrmored cars 29. B8 searchlights & Installatiens
18, 21 Half-tracks 30, 3 Gliders
19, 20 Volkswagons 31, 1 lLiaison plane (on ground)
20, 1 Irime mover 32, 8 Ju-88ts (on ground)
21. 101 Miscellaneous motor vehicles33, 5 Airplane engines
22, 13 Trailers 3L. 260 Aerila cameras
35, 200 Aircraft radios

B. bnemy vlanes shot down by the L89th AAA AW Battalion,
Category I Category II Category III
1. ME-109 33 1 5
2. FW-190 22 1 9
3. Arado Tr. 3 1

C. Vehicles lost by the Lth armored Division and attached units due to
enemy action. ,

1. Medium tank 18 S. Motor carriage M18 1 9, 2&%-ton truck 13
2. Light tank 3 6, Half-track 3 10, 1l-ton trailer 5
3. Armored car-M8 2 7. %-ton truck 21 11, Ammnition

L. Armored car M20 1 8. 3/L-ton truck 2 trailer M10 5

Vehicles worn out and revlaced during the montin,

Half-track

armored car-M20
liedium tank

Light tank

iiotor carriage M18
Armored car M8
Motor carriage M8
Medium tank-105 How,
Motor carriage M7
Cargo carrier M29C

11. Tank recovery vehicle
12, 1%-ton truck
13, Z-ton truck
L. 2%-ton truck
15, He vy wrecking tmck
16. 3/L-ton truck

7. Sedan
13, ammunition trailer
19, Cargo trailer

[AS AV ]
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IT .Battle Casualties,

Aw. Enemy -
‘1, Killed 991
2. Wounded 585
3, Prisoners 10,858

Lth ~rmored Livision

1, Killed . 12 officers = 95 &nlisted lMen
2. ounded ‘ 34 Officers  -3L5 “nlisted len
3. : Missing * 3 Officers - 7 “nlisted len
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Casualties, Non-battle,
A, (fficers - 11
B. &Imlisted ien L93

Returned to Duty

A, From battle casualties
1. Officers - 15
2, Enlisted ien -285

B, From non-battle casualties
1, Officers - 7
2. Enlisted Men -301

Reinforcements,
4. Officers - 37
B. bnlisted len ~1092

Division Strength (1 iay 15L5)
L. Officers - 589
B. Warrant Officers - 47
C. DInlisted Men - 10,408

Promotions
A, Field Grade
1, To Colonel
a. Creighton W, /brams, Commanding Officer, CC"B"
2. To Major
a. Abraham J., Baum, Executive Officer, 10th Armored Infantry
Battalion
To Cantain
1. 7
To 1lst Lieutenant
1, 20
Battle-field a~rointments (2nd Lt.)
1, 66th -1
2, 37th -
3. 10th -
Slst -
SLth
25th

Aﬂ'ards °

i, The Distinguished service Cross was awarded to Private Sam Capri,
53rd asrmored Infantry Battalion, for extraordinary heroism in
connection with military operations against an armed enemy near
Bastogne, Relgium, 10 Jan. 1945
Silver Star 37; Oak Leaf Clusters 5
3ronze Star 231; Oak Leaf Clusters 37
Air Medal 1; Oak Leaf Clusters 12
Purple Heart 287; Oak Leaf Clusters 9
Meritorious Service Flaques were awarded to the 380L4th Quartermaster
Trucking Company, LLlth ruartermaster Trucking Company, and the
First Platoon of the 16th Field Hosrital.
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IX. Ammunition Exvenditure.
A. 105mm Howitzer 14,170
B. 76mm Gun 7,887
C. 75mm Howitzer 300
D. 75mm Gun 5,102
E. 37mm Gun 3 ’ 700
F. 60mm Mortar 738
G. 8lmm Mortar 1,825
He Cal., .50 Machine Gun 1,019,985
I. Cal, ,30 Machine Gun 2,068,000
J. Cal, ,L5 Ball 159,600
K. Cart, Carbine, Cal, .30 177,700
L. Cal, .30 Rifle 440,608
M. Grenade, Hand, PFrag, 5,650
N, Grenade, Hand Inc. 775
0. focket, 236 L20
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1 May 19L5:=

The division was 2ssigned t: XII Ccrps and during the mcrning preparaticn
were made tc move to the XII Ceorps zcne and assemble scutheast cf Regen,

The units of CC"a" meved frem the vieinity of Creussen 2t 1230 using highway
r-ute N-, 85 as the axis <f m-vement, Heavy mevement cf tra2fflic in both dircetions
caused the combat command tc move slowly and darkness forced them tc biveuac for
the night beforc reaching their assembly area. The cclumn bivcuaced in the vieiriiy
of Thierlstein. The CP closed in Oberndcrf. The march tcck the command thrcugh
Kirchenthumbach, Haag, Vilsock, Hahnbach, Amberg, Schwandorf, Wackersdorf, Neubau,
Rading, Cham, Miltach, Viechtach, aad Regen. ' ’ -

The medical personnel ba:an giving typhus booster shots to all m:mbers of
the division.

2 May 19L5:«

The units ~f CC"B" mcved cut freom the vicinity <f Cchmolin at 0500 and clcsed
in the vieinity <f Schmcllnach at 1930, They follcwed the same route used by
CC"a" cn the previcus day, The distornce of the march was approximately 150 miles.,
The CP ~f CC"B" clcsed in Bengersborg,

after biveuzeing for the night alerg the highway, the units cf CC"a" resumed
the march 2t 0600, p'sscd through Deggenderf, Deggenau, Waltersderf, and closed
in the vieinity cfdrattersdcerf at 1400, The CP moved to Grattersderf,

Ferward echel n movzd frem Bayreuth at 0945 and closed in Degzenderf the
f>llewing morning 2t 0120,

The units were unable te refuel their vehicles as there was a critical
shertage «f gascline in the new ared,

3 T2y 19LK:-

ofter arrivirg in the assembly areza in the vicinity of Regen, the divisi-n
175 placed in XII Cerps Reserve,

The units cf Reserve Ccmmand closed in a gencral ossembly area in the vicinity
~f Schallnzch,

The urits -f CC".." and CC"B" spent the day in the maintenance cf vinicles
“fter th. ling road marche Critiques of mnrch disciplin. wer. held by battelin
rfficers,

Naws was reecived cf the capitulation -f Zcrlin and the urctnditicn2l surren-
der cf the Gorman in Italy and austria,

L ¥ay 19L5:-

The divisicn was pliced «n a LB=hiur alert t- m~ve toward Prague, The situa-
ticn in that city was c-rfused as partisons were fiscting in the city and american
and Russian ferces were 2pproaching from all siuoc.  Troadeasts for 2id were
received frem the Czech controlled radi. statics in Frisue, The units centinued
the maintenancc cf vchicles in prepar~ticn £.r thic moves

The administrative Center meved from Bagyrouth oni closed in Regen 2fter ccver-
ing cver 100 miles,

icws was received -f the uncenditicnal surrender of German firees in ncrthwest
Germany, Hcllend, nnd Denmark. T o ' -

Stztistics rulezstd by TUS.A cn the number of enemy planes shot .llwn by anti-
~ipreraft units crcdited the L89th .asa.. 4 Battalion with 125 in Cotegery I, This
figure tcppcd 31l :ther units in the Third Army.

»
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T .y 19L5:-

During the m. rning 2 reccnnaissonce of routes louding toward Prague was made
ir anticipaticn of a move 2t 1200, Hiwever, nc -rders werc received and the move
was changed to 0600 the fcll wing m-rrning. The 177th Fi:ld .rtillcry Group Head-
guarters and the 276th Tield wrtillery Battalirn were attached to CC"al fer the
attaCko

A grcup of 7 cfficers and 82 enlisted men were placed ¢n temporary duty with
the 17th Reinfereement Depct for return tc the United States for LS days rest and
reomperation. . (Par 1, SO 96, Hondquarters Lth armered Divisicn cs),

A fay 1945 -

Beth ¢ mb2t crmmands moved -ut 2t 0600 from the vieinity of Fogen in 2 two-
pronged 2ttzeck northesst twhrd Praguc, Clenther corditi ns were unfoverable as
there w2s heavy rain and frg. The tw ¢ lumns p:issci! trrough prsiti-ns <f the Sth
and 90th Infurtry Divisiins wur. v :ic.  riridly. Iz resistonce wis received and
the ~nly hindcrance in the 2ivenel vus tne wezther and the ernditi-n of the moun-
t2in rcads, After cntering Czech. slrvalii, 2 welcome was reccived which was
comparcblc tc that received nearly a yeor zgo by the liberated French.  The
enthusiastic Czechs lined the sides <f the rrad attired in their colerful crostumese
Czech putricts had scized mest of the towns befcre the advance <f the twe crimbat
cemmands, The divisicn advenced ncurly 89 miles with CCU"E" reaching Vel Ecr at
1500 and CC"." sending patr-ls 2s fuor os Pisek. Crders from JZIT C.rps were re-
ceived tc make no further advances-

CC"B" fcllowed 2 rcute through Hengersberg, Scclbzch, D-ffindcrf, Rogern,

Schweinbutt, Zweisel, Voda, Hortmanice, Susice, Rab, Herazd:vice, and Vel Bor,
The CP .f CC"B" closed in Hcrazdevice, CC!"a'" advanced thr-ugh Grafenav, Freyung,
Kunzvart, Hcr Vliavice, Winterbarg, Vclyne, and Strakcnice, Ouring the advance,
Comuv captured a Tieutenant General from the 85th Ccrps. « tnsk fcrce of the 25th
Cavalry Reccnnaissance Squadren and C/35 advanced tc Pisck and accepted the surren-
der cf 2 garriscn of 800,

Forward echelon m:ved from Deggendcrf at 1215 znd closed in Susice at 1830.

7 May 1945:~

The divisicn was ordered by YII Ccrps tc held present pcsiticns, take defen-
sive precautions, and make nc further advanc. tcward Prague, Patrsls were sent out
during the day to investigatc numcrcus Czech reports ¢f cremy movements, These
mcvements proved tc be Germans movirg te -ur lincs tc surrender and there was nc
acticn,

¥ord was received at 1200 that the German High Cemrcnd hod-uncenditicnally
_surrendered and signed dccuments t. that ¢ff.ct =t Beims, France a2t 0lLl. A1l
hestilitics were to cease 9 May a3t 0COL,

Huridreds cf displaced porscnnel caught botwee: the Russian and american lines
became a prcblem and cumps were cstoblished to oot them off the rcads,

The units spent the day in the maintenonce f vehicles z2fter the long rcad
march <vir mount2in-us terrnin and hzrd surfuced roadse

8 May 1945:-

The mass surrender of enemy forces marching cur lines clcgged the avcilable
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rcads and it was necessary to rutrcl the roads to maintain traffic cintrcl. The
rriscners were placed in assembly arcas and were instructed tc set up kitchens and
to prcvide for their -~wn security.

Several units of the divisi-n lccated in tcwns participated in infcormal
celebraticns with Czech civilians signifying the end .f hostilities in Eurcpe,
The news of the cessaticn of hcestilities in Eur-pe wus generally received with a
feeling ~f suppressed enthusiasm amcng the scldiers after nearly a year of war,

By direction of the President, the Legicn cf Merit was awarded to Iieutenant
Colcnel Otto T. Saar, Divisicn Signal Offlcer, for excepticnally meritcricus cin-
duct in the performance cf cutstanding serv1ces frem 17 July 19LL t- 10 February

1545,
9 May 1945:=

>¢ This date was (fficially declarcd as Vict:ry in Eur.pe Pay, but for mest units
of the division there was little time for celebrati-n s the prcblen cf handling
arge numbers, ¢f priscners kept them very busy, The c: rmonding general of the 17th
German army, with his entire staff and army, surrcndered ‘t¢ the divisicn and was
given crders tc disarm his troops and 2ssemble beycnd ~ur fr-nt lines, There was
a steady movement of enemy trrcps tcward the american lines 25 they attempted to
escape the apprcaching Russian frrces,

The citizens -f Susice, Czechcslevakia, hcaded by Mr, Jircut, President of the
Susice Nati~nal Ccuncil, held a welcome celebraticn f:ir the Lth .rmcred Division,
General Hoge and staff . fficers participated in the ceremony held in frent of the
town hall, The division band and 2 Czich band participated in the cclerful
celebration. . (See Hist-ry fils f-or copy ~f program)

In 2 gencral crider issued ~n V- Duy, Generzl Pattcn summcd up the achievew~
mernts <f Third army z2nt praiscd tic ~en wh. had frught under his ¢ mmard, He
ccrneluic? with this sentence: "The henor which is mine and mine 2line is that -f
havirg c-mmanded such an inecmparablc greup f americans, the rec.rd <f whese
f- rtltude,)audnclty, and valor will cndure 2s l:ng 2s histcry lasts," (GO 98,

Hq TJUS4 cs

St.tictics frr verisd 17 July 19Lh - 9 liay 15LS:-

I, Bquirment.
Le Enemy equipment capturel - ¢Stroyo ' by the Lth arm roi Zivisicn,
l., Mark VI Tanks 210rmt zuns 5
Mark V tanks £e 1UCSmr urs 1
'3, Mark IV tonks 2! . 150rm mans 8
L. Mark IIT tanks 17s  120:m guns 18
Tanks (type unkn-wn) 7. 10Smm guns 79
Self-pr.pelled guns ? 20. Ffrm ogurs 204
armsred cars . , 7Crr guns 59
Half-tracks W rins 3L
Trucks . ‘ 3~ gans 7
i'isc. vehicles s CLmI guns 219
Staff cars i Lrrge ¢nl, arty vi.ces252
Vr lskwagens I.belwerfers 24
Fers-nrel carriers ~T Rock.t Launchors 7
M-t recyelcs Taz - kas 2129




Enemy cquisment ¢ -tursl or Jdestreyed by the Lth armd Div (cont)
29, Mcrtars 189 L2, Ammo dump
30, Machinc-cuns 381 L3, Fuel & Lube Dump
31, Sm2ll arms (costurzd)  13L9  Lu, Boats
32, s cuns (unkncwn c¢2l,) 90 L5, Rccket launchers
33, Flzk cars 23 L6, Railrcal trains
3L, Herse-rawn vehicles 1172 L7. =ircraft motors 15
35, Lccemctives 103 U8, Tirc warchouse (1
36, Bargus 7 millicn dollar velue) 1
37. Ralios 204 L9, aAcrial cameras 290
38, Bcx cars 133L
39, Maticnl Supnt Donct 2
LD, Raticn “apet I
L1, amme dump with 8Emm 2nd
20mm avmn 1

b}

Enormy »larnes dostroyc?, orebokly testroyed, zant damnazcd,

iy Catezory 11 Categery I11

ME-109 2 15
Fi2190 1 17
JU-A7 1
JU-52

ME-L10

HE-111

ME-262 1

arade Traincr 1

1
2
3
L
Se
6
7
8

Vehicles lost by thc Lth armorcd Division and attached units duc to
cnemy actisn,

Truck, 3-ton, Lxl 3L1 13, Tank, led, Mia3 w/105 13 -
Truck, 23-ton, éx6 135 1L, Tank, Med, Mial w/75 52 -
Truck, 3/L-tcn w/e 35 15, Tank, Mcd, MUA3E8 w/76 70—
Truck, 3/U-ton, amb, 12 16, Tank, Med, MLi3 w/76 92
Truck, 3/L-ton, C & R 2 17, Tank, Mc, Mis3E8 w/105
Truck, 23-ton, Dump 1 18, Tank, Meds Mual w/76

Truck, lz-ton, 6x6 L 19. Tank, Med, Mui.3E2 w/75
Truck, wrecking, M1 6 20, Tank, Mcd, MLal w/105

Tank, Light MS5.l 70 21, Tank, Mod, Muul w/75

Tank, Light M2L 27 22, Trniler, l-ten cargo

Tonk, Roeovery 132 5 23, Trailer, ~mmo MO

Tank, Mo, Mha2 w/75 L9 2L, Tr-iler, z-ton Lxh
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Vehicles l.st by the Lth ar red Divisi:n and 2ttzoched units due to enemy
acticn (Con't)

LO, Carrier, Mctor 7Amm 1118 25

L1, Gun, S7mm ML W/curri-ge
Ml.3

L2, Car, Med. Scdan

25, Truck, trailer, 725
26, Tract-r, 426
27. Car, armd, Lite, }8
28, Car, armd, Util, M20
29. Car, H,T, M2Al 3. Mine Explcder T1E3
30, Carrier, Perscnnel H,T.M:LAl Lh. Mine Frcpulsi-n Unit T1E3
31, Carrier, Personnel H,T.MLAl less explcder unit

with 81lmm mcrtat 45, Mine Prcpulsicn Unit
32, Carrier, Cargc 1:29 less rcller
33, Carrier, Cargo M29C L6. Tank, Dozer Blade
3L, Carrier, Perscnnel H,T.M3
35, Carrier, lotor W/105 Hrwe 27
36, Carrier, Mcoter 90mm M36
37, Carrier, Moter 79 Hiw, M8
38, Carrier, Mctor (ult, gun -15.1
39, Carrier, Mctor T L1

ol R N
O =L O
~NH W WwWHE

o)

-
OMUVIONO =30 MN

Battle Casuzlties,
A, Enemy
1. Killed 13,6L1 (estimated)
2, Wcunded 8,426 (estimated)
3, Pris-ners 90,36k
Le Inflicted by CCMaM
a, Killed 6,171
by % unded 2,711
5, Inflicted by CC"E!
a, Killed 5,062
b, Wounded 5,206
6. Inflicted by Reserve Command
2, ¥illed 1,180
bo I :unded 178
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Battle Casunltics. (eomt’

B, Lth armcros Idiision
1, Xill:32 - (f*ic:rs Enlist:? in 1346,
2, Weuric' - (fficors Emdlistsi ¥on L717.
3, IMissirn: - fficors Enlistol don 253

Nen=Bottlz Casunltics

ae. Officors - 172
B, Znliste? ¥on - U763

Returnct to Cuty

rcmocnttle cosualtics

Cfficers 97
Inlist.l en 1790
M norn-hattle casuzlti s
Cfficors 64

Erlistad don 1795

g
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Reinfercemaonts

an Cfficers
B, Enlistz® Mcn

Promotions

attleficld Commissionod 2s 2nd Lizutenant,

» 8th Tank Bn, - & 5, 37th -L G, 3%th 13,
o 10th 4. I,Bn - 2 6, SLth -~ L 10, 22nd

o Horquarters - 5 7, 66th -2 11, B53r.

Lo L89th - 2 8, 70Lth -2 12, ©&5ist

A

1
2
3

awzrds (includinz clustors)
§
Congrossi-nal Medal of Himer Lt. Fizlds, S/Sgt, Saicwski, Szt Herdrix,
Distinzuished Service Crcss 25
Distinzuished Flyinz Crcss 1
Tistinzuishes? Service M_ial 2
Logicn of Merit 10
Silver Star £c2
Bronze Star : 3031
air Medal 58
Sclicr's Malal 11
Purple Heart 2796
Croix de Guerre 72
Russian “zeor-ticns 12
Horitcrious Sirvice Plzquus teo LLlth, 380Lth 1st Platcen 16th FUH,

o o 2

°

L » v . L ] [ ]

bR H T OmEYOoOws
L]

L1




"I1I,
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rrrunition Exporditur:s,

155mm How, HEM1O7 c/r
155mm How, M2

76mm Gun

75mm CGun

75mm Eow,

S7mm Gun

37mm Gun

81mm Mortor

60mm Mortar

2" Mort~r MK 1/L
Rocket 2,36"

Grenade Hond asst
Grenadae, Rifle M9al asst
#inzs asst
Siznal Pyro .isst

Flarz Trip asst
adapter, Gr, M-l
Cart, Cartine M-6
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» 02l,,50 Machinz zun L,
» Cal,.l5 Ball 1,
a €al,,30 .sst 1L,
. Cort, Carbine 1,

ny LS -

32,27h
460,600
L9, B6L
57,720
20,200
3,900
17,200
25,500
1L, 500
886
14,200
€3, 800
12,876
2,157
1,0L2
L75
3,8L0
15,000
716,900
188,200
321,000
763,000




