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. INTRODUCTION

STATUS oF ﬁIGH-LVVFL OPERATIONS AND PLAN OF OPERATION
considered the olite roglment of the 9th VC Division.
Bowever, during the Battle of Minh Thanh Roud en 9 Julv,
1066,.eh1| r@gimeht suffered 1£a Qecond defeat bv the
lst Intantri Division and its supporting forces. On &
June, 1966, two bettalions of the 272d Regiment had
a&tﬁokod en Aimored Cavalry Columh and wvere severlv
decimated during the three and half hour attack. The
Battle of Minh Thenh Rord 18 &n oianple of the departure
frotvfonventional taoties the lst Infentr- Division
experienced during ita rirat yoar in Viet Nam,

4‘-—-——

The Battle of Minh Thanh Road was one of fivo ma jor

actions in which Viet Cong Main Force Regiments were
engaged and dcfoatodﬁﬁv the lst Dlvicién during operation
El Psso, Juno-July,i1066. The battle was classic in two
: roapocts? First waa.the planniné and execution, Second,
-this was not an instahcb where the VC alone planned the
.ftaok and leunched it at e timeiaﬁd place of their
choosing, withdrawing before adequate resouree§ were
. deploved in resction, j

'~ Based on the praQious luocoﬁaos of "Roadrunner"
operations conducted by Armored Cavalrv Forces, Hnjor
Genereal Williem DePuv, The Connanding Genersal, lst
Infentry Division, gave the 1lst Brigado tho mission of
-developing—e—pian—to-lure-the Viet Cong- into attacking
US Porces. Colonel S8idney B. Berrv, Jr., The Brigsde
Cormander, rocoivod the miaaion. gave his staff the

'ooncopt of oporation, and issued tho order for Oporatton

"y
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Olvmpie/El Paso., The lst Brigede's stated miasion wasi
"to ﬁoaition fbrcoq end conduct roconnaiasahco in force

fo lure the Vc'to‘ambuoh/attaok the column, enabling the
lst'Brigodo to destroy VC Forces bv offensive action",
Operation Olvmpie was & multi-phase plan in concept,
oagi;;“ggdifiod to 1nauro response to attack on either

the Minh Thanh Road on National Route 13 South of An Loc.
In response to additional guicance ffom General DePuy,
the Ist_Brlgido included a feint ageinst SROC‘CON TRANG,
On 8 July, a simulated airmobile assault would be |
conducted into a landing gone in the vieinitv of SROC
.CON TRANG following sair and'ertillerv preparations causing
the VC to be drawn into the killing iono of a B-52 strike,
Subaoquont to recoipt of the mission, extensaive planning,
reconnaissance and uargaming was conducted. All
'foommandera,participated‘in the plan and knew exactly what
the phtlosophv waes and what the other commanders felt.
rn:h fhdilitatod the carrving out of modification with a
nintmum of radio transmiseions once §chtact waz made., On
| July49.‘Pha-§ II of the operetion uéuld‘begin'uith-raak
Porce Bragoon, consisting of Troops B end c, 1st Squedron,
kth Cavaelry and Companv B, lst Battalion, 2nd Infantrv
.gondncting‘a reconnaissance in tbrce along Route KNIFE
(Map 1) to Minh Thanh, TF Dragoon wéuld beeoivevonginoor‘
. equipment at Minh Thanh end return to An ﬁoc. In the

_avent the Task Force was ambushed or'ittacked‘onrouto,

forces previouslv positioned woula'#60poﬁdiiﬁm§diitoiy-
as the situation developed, Commitment of initiasl
- battalions would be against the VC flenks. Remaining

~ battalions would be committed to the immediate battle




ares or ﬁo blocking posit*ona. Landing zones and
tenative blooking positions &long }1kolv VC routes of

V~ withirawal were selected to ba occupied on order. Aa
impértant agspect to insure the VC were lured into contact

was that informetion was leaked that the movement of

bu;ldgggpgvggg;reaupplv trucka from Minh Thanh to An Loc

eacorted with only a smell amount of Armored Cavalry.
Infonnation was alao leaked that e convoy .would be moving
down"Route 13 in the near future in hopes that should _
the VC not be lured into attacking the Ming; Thanh Convoy ,
they would attack the one on Route 13, The latter would
be covered by Artv, Base II, The attagk on the Minh

Thanh Road was preferred booéuae of better landing zones.

N

although five poasible sites were selected for the attack,

the flnal ponition selected was the assme location aa the
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actual attack., The intelligence eatimato 1ndioated | -

minimum of one battalion and probablv a rogiment could
v.bo expacted to attack. Intelligence had shown the 272d
Regiment to be operating in that ares in regimental
ltrongth. | i

On 7 Julv, the lst Brigade legan positioning its
forces and completed cure and maintenance for future
operugiona. Headquartara,AB, und D Sattories, 3/6th
Artiliory and A Battery, 1/5 Artillerv moved to Artillery
Base I. The 2n¢ Battalion, 2n¢ Infentrv coﬁmencod'
infiltration to Minh Thanh using Uh-ID andC(Ve2 Aircraft.
The move was completed on 8 Julv, Porcez st Minh Thenh
included 2/24 and 1/18th Infantrv and Batterv.C, 2/33d

- Artillery. The simulated Afrmobile Aésault was conducted

-

v

The plan weas wargamed from the VC stsndpoint, snd Jrih
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on é July by the 1/28t' Infantrv followed b the B=S52
strike, Afr atrikes were also employed ageinct suspected
VC locations in the SROC CCN TRANG erea. Headcusrters,
Pettery, 1/5th Artillery and chatter", 1/7th Artillery
rnoved to Artillerr RPase II. Lieutenant Colonel Bobert
Haldene's, l/zﬂth Infentrv occupied positions around the
sbandoned &irstrip 2500 meters east of Artillery Base I
end secured the artillery with one compeny. The lst
Bagtazion.'leth'xnfantry, commanded bt LTC Rufus G.
Lazzell, moved from LOC NINH tc QUAW L0I, 5500 meters
northeast of AN LOC and w93'p1aced un‘er operational
control of the 1st Brigede. COMpanv c, 1/2¢ Infantrv

and 1/3 ARVN Armored Cav. provided security for . Artillery

Base II. The 1/1f Infantry maintalned one compeny at

Position S5 end the remeinder of the battalion at the

Mint Thanh Airfield. _The 2/2 Infantry occupled overnight
4pooitiona in vicinity of S11,

The 1/18 Infentry (-) began hovinggto S5 &t 0605 on
9 Julvw, followed bv the movement orv2/2 Infantrv to 811
at 0656, Companv B, 1/28 Infentrv, sssisting in the
securitr of Artiller— Base I, retufned to control of 1ts
pafont organisation, | |

«  EXISTING SITUATION

1. Torvainih'fho erea of operstions can be
cheracterized as flst with manv streems throughout the
area, Hbodod areus run from heav:' donae Jungle growth

to areas dominated br rubber tree p;untations. Secondary

roads ere trafficable even during prolonged periods of

wet weather, Crocss country tratricabilit" 1s from good

to excellent in drr periods, but extremel- limited during
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the wof.perioda.
é: WQatﬁor:‘ Characterized b- ea-1 morning fog
~ clearing off b mid;morning. Rain showers occurad every
Adav from light drizzles to heav—- showers with occasional
thundorstprms of intense but short duration,
PREPARATTON FO? THE ACTION

After s squadron wargaming session on the evening
of 6 July, 1966, an Infantrv Compsn+ was requested for
the operation and Co. B, lst Battslion, 2nd Infantry
reported on 7 Julv, It was thought that seven men could
fight from an APC and the company w:s broken down with

‘tho Compeny {-) to Troop C und.oanéttached to Troop B.
Second Lieutenant Wnlfe, the 1lst Plﬁtnon Leader and his
Piatoon Sergeant, SFC Hernande:z repofted to CPT Navid
'8, Kellv, €O, Troop B and began troop level ﬁlanning.
:A. Troop B had onlv four-or five men assigne~” per APC,
the Infantrr-men were broken down and assigned to a
specific treck to reise the number to éevén; The Infantrye
aen were to augment the troop and use theiririrles,'ﬂ-16'a.
'rlrgng rgom the hatches of the APc'a;

The 8th of July uas‘spent rehearsing, an; ﬁbe
Infantrymen soon proeed that they:-were adaptable to.tho
job, Infantrvmen and Cavalrvtroopers socn becﬁme fast
triende and lookec f&rward with entic’p:tion to the
next dav's operation,

NASRATION

At 0700 hours © Julv, Task Force Dragcon crossed the
‘start point at the An Loc Alrfield wit: Troop C, commanded
by Captein Stephen Slattery, leading Troop B, commanded
bv Captain David S. Kelly, followod st 0710, The mein
axis of advance was along the Minh Thanh Road, This




TR

‘b/&

vlﬂ'w;a.
%._ “E

road is & secondary leterite roud that was in
excéfiont coﬁdition durlhg tre operstion. It extends
from the southern sortion of the XA CAT Rubter
Plantation st courdinates iT71LA01 thrcughk seconderv
undergrowth and over two fordatle streems tc the
entrance of the Minh Thanh Rutber Plentution at
coordinates XT638706. ) .

Troop E's order of march wes the Seconcd Platconm, ‘
Platoon Leader, 2/Lt. Benjamin Phillips; Trocp Command
'Grbup conaisting of the Troov Communder's APC, the Medic
APC and the Maintenance APC; 1st Platoon, Platbqn Load;r
2/Lt. Pranklin ¥aughn; &nd 3rd Platocn, Pletoon Leader,
2/Lt. Richard Wroe. | | |

The Squadron move: to Check Point Henk, (see mup)
dhd vas held there for over an hour, waiting for the low
ceiling fo 111t 06 thut. pre-plunned sir-strikes could
be onpioyod alQng ftoute KNIFE. Troop B establishel a
perimeter around the road junction and checked
_civilianu that passed during thst tiqe;

| At 0900 hours, tho weather clesred enoughAto allbw

thé Air Porce to drop napalm snd CBU along Route KNIPF,
Lte Leonerd L. Lewsne, Squadron Commander, crdered the

Squadron to move at 0910. Troop C deplovecr in an inverted

wedge formation with one platoon on each side of the roead

with the other platoon to the rear snd on the road. Troop

B was in column formation abocut one kilometer to the reer.
As the Squadron came out of the rubber plahtation,'LTC
Lauang ordered roconnailsanca.bv fire. Troop B wéa ordsred
to fire to the flanks at a 90 degree angle tc the route of
march to preclude anv possibility ét etra§ rounds into
Troop C. Due to the

: L 8
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dolay.ﬁaﬁaed by the hold at Check Point Hank and the
slow speed of the inverted wedge formation, Troop C was
ordered into ovcolﬁmn formation to speed the rete of
nnréh. Troop C then returned to 1tsvrlank1ng wedge
formetion et asproximstelv coords XT 730786, This- wedge
formation was contin;o* bty Troop C er the Squedron con-

ducted 1ts reconnzissance mission slong the exie of

edvence, Secon b fire was emploved t=o thé flanks. No

return fire was received and no enemy activitv observed,
During this time, artillerv prepsrationé were teing fired

saverel thousaend meters in edvence of the Squadrons lead

lélemento. The effectiveness of this fire could be observed

along the rcadwey. Pire teams and an armed Chinook were
making passes elong the roud in front of the Squadron.
Overhead there were ﬁany‘LOH's and other commsnd and
observation airoraft., However, n§ signs of enemy activity
ﬁor§ observed, The adfanco continued in this manner
without incident until the Squadron reached a position

on the bridge site at Objective DICK.

Upon arrival at the bridge site} Troop C assumed a
box formetion with the 3rd Platoon deploved racing west
and the flanking platoons deploved to the north and south
respactively. Artillerv preparstions followed by aire
strikes were used in softening up the bridge area. A
particularlv effective napalm strike wus emplored Cé burn

out dense undergrowth along the left side of the road

"adjacent to the bridge. Pbllouiﬁéhihe éﬁ%&ﬁos.‘fiodb-c.

.3rd. Platoon, supported bv overwatching tank fire, with

two engineer nine.qwoopor/domolltion faana attached, moved

forward {n to the far side of the bridge. A quick check

9. | ) .' ’ ~ -~

e B
N q;/«,

o R S B



L0 & AL AN
BRI 'vw&.gu..s,_,e. .33

wae mudo tor demolitlona und extensive scouting, mine

ewaeping end othar chocks were nede of t'e bridge and

surrounding ureas. o eviuence ¢ enen’ uetlivity wes

founu, The bridge wes in goo:l condiiion and would

facilitete the crosuing of ueuvv 811501 o

During this time s Treck Cumuaque. recclved a rodere
atelv serious suull calibov bullet round in one of his
legs. Wo incoming rcunds haa ve—n hea;d in tue sie8,

elthough a gun team had just muce ¢ pass and it was felt

‘that the man had Leen hit br a stru~ slug. It is

entirely provable ithat he. ccul.s hcve heen wounied L+ s
hidden enepr sniper. The time <was around 10L5.

.qun securing ﬁhe bridge at vICi, Lhe advance
continued. without incident:ﬁntil the lead platoon léador
of Troop C, Lt. Lw&ns (1at Platoon) repbrted D% 7 V0's

running across the rodd from sighl to lefti at upproximate

‘eoords XT 6717L0. Stortly efterwsrd he reported s group

of 20 VC running in the sue alrection. - EBoth thess groups

were immediatel: taken uncer fire. It was socn followed

_bv reports of incominy small ar.s, then autormtic

weapons fire. Troop C ceploved snd wus engsged L. enewy
nortar und anti-tank fire. 3

LTC. Lewene ordored thie APOOQ\Lt sIoV S .orwurd and
compress on the teil of Troop C, lt toox leas than a
minute to close anu enter the hewring-bone Poruation,

The buttle lusted for less thun two houru, tut auring

that time, all personne‘ fired as rupldl: as possible.

The Viet Cong that were stiil alive literallv ran from

‘the battlefield allowing Gunshipse, Air Force, Forwerd

Air Controllers and Artfiller: Alr Gbservers to adjust

10 -
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fire et the disorgenized retreat. It 's thersfore

impossible to put ell the events In cronologlerl order

‘as many were occurin_ sinulteneousl-,

Shortlw, after cloasing on Troop €, ITL. Leigne
c-derad Troo; R's rear platoon, It!. Vroe, to returm to
CP ICY tr secure the urraed Chinccr vhich rod tLeen

downed ®r ground ff-c¢, After securin; the pea'tion,:

“Lt. Wroec radlced that the ares woule te a‘equete for

e dust-off s'te, Thn site racelved sore sn’per ’ra, but
th:'s wes soon silenced.

After th~ Troo;s had cerpressed, the enem 's
'kiilfng zone" wus At the resr platoor of Troop C =nd
Troop R's leud pletocn ’Lt.‘PhiT!in).' "he elenents of
these tvo plétoons were Leav!lr engr e’ and ftring
cénstuntl, The tenks had ex;ended abeut hplf their'
tzs%e loads Hf 20 M* ammunition w?f?!n tbn.ftrst |

forty-five minutee., The cannister arrunition sgnin
. s

proved extremel- effective in tie jungle ¢rowth.

Lt. Phillips en< hic Pistoon Sérgesnt, PSG Qut jeno,
wer§ woundedvand evacurted end th: reneinder of fhe platoon
was.put directly un:er the Trnmp Conﬁenéer's ccntrol s
ke was in a yoéit?an to control hntﬁ tte platoon and the
troop. The Troop Corrunder had 1ttls need to meneuver
bis elements curing *he tettle as w11 elements were busy
shooting the ener snd very 1little mo"nfent‘wﬁé necessarv,

The Squadron Cormander requested & determinetion as
te which 3ide of ﬁhe road the main coneentration wos
locate?, Inifiall" th®s wes diffieult to determine
tecause of the trenendous volghn of fire teling »ut out

bvlail the deploved APC's, Reporté‘uérﬂ made that thrse

«
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VC Wera attenpting to cress the roud ¢t tte front of the
coiwmn from ricut to left. Ad7itisnal rzjorts scve

recolved of heav ~"enemy fire lelyg recrived <t the rear

“of the tro:p 2.7 comlvg from the left 3l-e of L~ road.

Initial detornlnuticn wes medze tiie o tu~ main VC lforce was
laocated on the left or soutli side »f the r-.d, Socon after
ti is, :s @accurate caesualt- counts, crncise re.orts and

cserial obtserver repcrts talliel u,; It wir “eteralned

"th.t *snen forces were concentreted on the right oo W

aide of the ro.i. Artilier-£i1z wus reccnceantrated in

tris area u~. its devusatoti-g effect could ke o zerved

by the giound troops.

-

Alr strikes were innmedlacel: c:lle: in on tiae 1eft
sile of the road. The werec ccnilrunus znd extr}mely
effective, QSpeciallQ the Sk regldere nsapalm runs un®
several of the (BU zttaduis, | |

’Artiller“ tai'ragcs were levotcd to the ;ight side
of the road. Thexr ranged toth u, =2:d down ti.e troop
colurn an’ i{n and out frcm the rosdwu-. Tircs were
brought in quite close ic the troop LPC's tni no ﬁnn&és
w:8 sustained bv friendly forces.

During this ueriod several C3 gss drope were made

fron helicopters of Troop D {ai:) 1/Y C:vilry, These

- provided extremely_ef?ective. Tre gas Arited over the

roadway and settled along the dense jungle or the NW of.

the AiC's aldng the road. Inltlall  scre 3lighkt concern

ceveloped in certaln merbers of the trocp, this was

quickly overcome &n: the CS concentration in tie trcop

battle area wes not suffiefent to csuse mssking,

Troop D's gunteems were usec to tha flenks (2-3

12
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killameters to wvold interfereuce witn the alr or

srtiiiery) tE'degtPO" morter posilions arnd escaping VCe

-~

The guntewns vere able to detect und destroy two mortar

positlons, conaliersbl  relievias t.z pressure on the
trocvps on t'.e road,
. . ‘,g q -
Throughout the btettle, the :lellc APC ~us used as an

evacuation ambulance, shuttling -stwoen the vattle area

‘and the Just-off site, This .ooked oul ver: Well in that

no cpmbtiit vehicles hed to be used for ovscuation, iut the

wounded coul! he "dusted-olf" expeéiouélv. in fuct, o
personnel in the Squedron died alt=r the Nedicé nad
control of ther., | . |

Lt., Wroe stauted that littile “'re vas belng .ccelved

at the “ust-of” site so wes ordere’ forward, leuving one

~Scout Squad for securit, The ilutcon was positioned on

the Horthueat glde of bpo roed in the Secénd Platoqn's
area to "beef-up" firepower 1 that sectci.

- The buttle lusted another half-hour'&dd then the
VC sterted running. They ieft thelir cove: and apﬁegrod
to have no other concern tian rﬁnning us ftrt as they
could as fer as thev‘could; The Infunty: 3a£tuiion3 had
teen positioned b this time in bLlocking positions eround
the battlé aree aud effectivel~ cut off ﬁan“ 6f the -
agcuping VC, | |

| The figbhtin_ wes over ubbut «8 fast &8s 1t hed started.

The 3quedrcn was ordered to resuppl— &nd not pursue the

ve. nesugpl™ started imellictely and within an hour,

conipleted, The resuppl?,holico;terfa'used tce road und
came so fast it was someti:ies difficult ic unloud fast

enough, After resuppl-, Trocp b moved to check point TOM

-
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and secured it for the algiit.

The 3guadron Lad ten men kiliad wnl fort t.rec

worn ‘ed wille the Viet Cong toulr counme 1.1y toa flrst

aftarnoon ves 23, Anctuer twe nandied tad fIr0L vere

poilced up during thr next few days.

(]




. disassembling his weapon, thinking it he&d malfunctioned,

. "meat-cans® are not udaptiltle Lo tue amunitlon lox holders

!{ .
4 f]f{f? &wﬂrrza . ) o

ANALYSIS AND CRINICISH - &

Although it'waa not criticel, seven men per APC

’  proved to be too manv, 88 & few times uuring the baytlo.

the ﬁen got in each other's wsy., In later operuiions,
five seemed to be optimum. Infentrv stiould be positioneid
on the trail troop anc dismount vefore the tr0up closes.
The Companv can then advence cown the¢ enemv's Flaunk, The
Companv's podition must be oasily'iﬁantifiabie to the
Cavalry so fire can be lifted or sunirlted.

The H-16 Hifle proved nearlv worthless iror the

_Infuntry during the action. The rifles had collectea

dust during the rouad mareh und.could not withstand the
sustained high rate of rzro."aoon after tne actlon .
started, the Infantrymen ‘'discarded their weupons and

used the M-lli's of the Cavalrnien (machxnegunnera,A

'Praok Commander's and Orivers) for the cuiration of the

battle. Nq'mulrunction other tnen one brozen firing-pin'

- was experienced by the entire S5guadron,

The Squadron hud been issueu quite a large amount of

caliber 50 training ammunition. This ammunition is

pucked in "meat-can" containers rather tnsn the newer

“f1ip-top" boxes. The training‘ammunition wus cleurly

qd murked, but due to & shortage - was issued. Later,' | 7&
tests proved that 1t takes at least forty-five seconds to |

open one of the contalners. The ammunition‘waa mostlvy eof -

f Horldiwar II or Korsan date of munufscture &na many mis-

fires occured, One Track Commsnder wes killed whilé

when, in fact, the arvwunition wa. ¢t feult, Further, the

18

A e
mﬁim: IAD e .
—— m.la.&" EORE N ’”’}

R L




"

on the sicde of the mount und must be pepacked into other
.

boggs béfors use,

A separate medicel evacuaticn site in o sefo area
stiould be established., Only the Hedical APC's should
be used to evacuate personnel to this srea, Hradquarters
Troop vehicles should Se used to sacure the site to allow

a1l combet eleoments to be used in the tattle ures,

o
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LESSONS LRARNTD

'*Bhat-otfiand resupply site should te established
br elements ofhor-tgan those ehgaged in the tattle,
The wounded must be evacuated bv Dust-Off/resupply
élemonta.;allowing meximum fire power to be btroughi to
bear on the enemv, iémptv medical evacustion vehicles
including armored perscnnel carriers &£~d helicopters should
be utilized to ferry ammunition to the eni sged elements.

.Reserve .(trail‘troopl) must be committed as soon

as contsct with the enemv 1s.establighed in order to

bring meximum firepower tco bear on the enemv at the

earliest Opportunity. , _

It 1s beneficlsl to carry Infeantry or hsve them
immedistely availuble on the tretl troops as thev are
sble to influence the bettle at the critical time and

pl.ac’. . ' -_-
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