Task Force 1-64 Armor Operation Iraqi Freedom Narrative [MAJ Ricky Nussio, APR 2003, in Iraq written as cover note for TF award; later superseded by division awards, include PUC.]


	       From the period of 21 March to 15 April 2003 during OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM, TF 1-64 spearheaded the 2d Brigade Combat Team (2 BCT) and the 3d Infantry Division (3ID) through three weeks of intense combat operations in desert, river valley, and complex urban terrain.  TF 1-64 led 2 BCT Teams Rock & Roll and Heavy Metal across the southwestern Iraqi desert, navigating over 364 km during daylight and limited visibility for over twenty hours.  Within two hours of arrival at OBJ MARTIN, TF 1-64 reorganized, refueled, and then led the 2 BCT attack to seize OBJ RAMS, 141 km away.  TF 1-64 received a fragmentary order on the move to seize critical nodes within OBJ RAMS, meeting stiff resistance with small arms and RPG fire.  TF 1-64 fought through the night using direct fire, indirect fire, and CAS to secure critical terrain for the remaining BCT elements and following 3ID and V Corps enablers, destroying seventeen armed trucks and killing 150 dismounted enemy soldiers. While the remainder of the BCT continued to move north, TF 1-64 served as the 3ID TCF to secure critical assets on OBJ RAMS, including the 3ID Main CP and V Corps TAC, defeating several night dismounted attacks.  On 26 March, during a period of extremely limited visibility and under mortar fire, TF 1-64 executed an attack through An Najaf to secure bridge crossing sites over the Euphrates River for 3-7 CAV’s rearward passage of lines.  TF 1-64 suffered three WIAs and had numerous vehicles struck by RPG and small arms fire while destroying over thirty vehicles and eighty dismounts, enabling the 3ID Cavalry Squadron to pass over 400 vehicles to secure terrain on OBJ RAMS.  TF 1-64 held their positions for three days until relieved by the 101st Air Assault Division and immediately moved forty km north to rejoin 2 BCT in OBJ SPARTANS.  Within twenty-four hours, TF 1-64 attacked north to establish a screen along PL TOPEKA to protect the north flank of the 3ID.  On 2 April, TF 1-64 attacked north to ASLT POS GARTH along RTE VENEZUELA, following TF 1-15.  After several TF 1-15 vehicles became mired and with darkness looming, it became apparent the route was impassable; TF 1-64 was ordered to attack west and north of Karbala and move along RTE COSTA RICA.  Soon after initiating their attack, TF 1-64 came into enemy contact, destroying seven BMPs and eight armed trucks, clearing a new BCT route and leading 1-9 FA Battalion back to a passable route.  TF 1-64 completed the seventy km night movement and closed into GARTH in time to attack fifty km across the Euphrates River and through urban areas to seize critical terrain west of OBJ SAINTS on 3 April.  Later that afternoon, TF 1-64 conducted an armored raid into Al Mahmudiyah, destroying five tanks, two armored personal carriers, and over 100 dismounted enemy soldiers.  On 4 April, TF 1-64 attacked south thirty km down HWY 8, destroying ten tanks, fifty-six trucks, over thirty air defense and artillery pieces and numerous dismounted personnel.  On the morning of 5 April, TF 1-64 conducted a solo armored raid into Baghdad along HWY 8, executing close quarters mounted combat in complex urban terrain labeled by some as the most intense fighting since WW II.  TF 1-64 suffered one KIA, five WIA, and lost one tank to enemy fire, but destroyed over fifty vehicles, twenty-five guns, and at least 800 enemy dismounted soldiers and captured an Iraqi Colonel.  One CENTCOM Officer described the raid as “…gaining the momentum back in the war.”  Following a one day rearm and refuel, TF 1-64 led the 2 BCT attack up HWY 8 to the center of Baghdad on 7 April.  While fighting the Special Republican Guard and under continuous adjusted mortar fire, TF 1-64 seized key road intersections and sites critical to the regime, directly contributing to the fall of Baghdad.  During the following week, TF 1-64 seized numerous weapons caches, expanded local security in the downtown area, and conducted several significant special escort missions for SOF, enabling the transition to SASO.  In three weeks of combat the TF attacked over 750 km, destroyed over fifty armored vehicles, 150 trucks and technical vehicles, more than 100 artillery and air defense guns, killed at least 1100 dismounted soldiers, destroyed thousands of weapons and rounds of ammunition hidden in caches, and captured over fifty EPWs while suffering a .5% casualty rate and maintaining at least a 91% move, shoot and communicate readiness rate for combat vehicles.  TF 1-64 led the 2 BCT or 3ID in nearly every attack, with its soldiers shouldering more than the average share of combat exposure, demonstrating the professional excellence, dedication and devotion to duty of the Desert Rogues.  TF 1-64 clearly contributed to the success of OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM in a manner fitting of the highest recognition.


