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Combat After Action Report (0P EL PASO II)

1, OP EL PASO II. Combot movenent to preposition lst Infantry
Division coubat elements, S&D missions enc recon in force operations.
Troop A OBCOI 3d Brigede 8 June 1956, 0+COLl 2/18 9 June to 18 June 1956.

2, Dates: 8 June - 18 June 1955,

3, Gemeral: 1/4 Cav conducted combat movenent to reposition lst In-
fantry Division elements; conducted S¢D missions and continuous recon in
force operations,

. a, Reporting Officer: LIC leonard L. Lewane,

b. Task Organization: Task organization during this phase of
OP EL ~ASO consistcd of: Troop A commanded by Cpt Ralph li Sturgis; Troop
B cormanded by Lt James C Flores; Troop C commanded by 1lst Lt Lyles
Ellengberg; Troop D cormanded by Yaj Clyde M Bryan; Hq Trp conmended by
Cpt Ronald Davidson. Troop A was the only unit involved, TF control con-
sisted of LIC Leonard L Lewane, Squadron cormonder; Haj George & Taylor
Squacron S3; Cpt Edward Palus, Squadron S-2; Cpt Alex L Greeno, Squadron S-1
and Cpt William Groono Squadron S,

L. Intclligenec:

o. Availeble information prior to commencenont of OP EL PAS0
II: Inform~tion had bcen roccived of the presence.of three VC moin forde
Regimantd, 271, 272, cpd 273 wore cctive in the crca from 10C NIOM (XT 7408)

- fT LOC (HOW CUAL) 2(1:'1'7588) west to the Carbodion border. Other information

hod boen reccived thot VC loeal forces hed been ongaged in interdicting
Highwoy 13 using road blocks ond tox collecting points from TAT KHE (XT
7738) north to the Combodicn border,

b, Encmy Situction: .

(1) On 8 Junc 1966, 2/18 Infantry wos moved to LAI KiE Airficld
as on infontry reaction force and troop A 1st Squedron, 4th Covelry commenced
i1ts move from LAI IIE through CHON TEAMH to HOM QUAIT. AMlthough rood blocks,
mincs, cnd minor horassment wore oncountered, Troop A arrived ot CilOH THATT
obout 1300 without significont contret. At this point 2/18th Infontry wos
moved by hclicopters to the HON QUAI! Airficld, placing it in a better
position to recct to cny cngogement botwocn CHOL THLANEL /D HON QUAN. At 1400
hours approxinctely 12 lms south of 10T QUAN in o densoly wooded arca. The
load tonk hit a mine which triggered an ambush clong thrce lms of rcad by
the 272 Regimont. The fighting lestod for throe and o holf hours with oir
strikes acsisting tho unit, The 2/18 Inf wes cormitted in on airmobilc
asseult to the north of the battle arca and swept both sidos of the wocds in
support of the cavalry. Results indicoted thot 90% of the lst Battalicom,

2724 Reginont,inclucing the Bettelion Cormender, 50% of thc 24 battalion

wes dostroyed, while the 3d Botinlion wos genorclly south of the mjor action.
The chicf of stoff 2724 Reginent reportedly wes olso 11lcd during the ongrge-
nont, Troep K ond »/I8 moved to HOM QU the next-doy. - -

(2) Oa 11 Junc 1966, A Compeny, 24 Bn, 20th Inf cormitted one
riflec platcon with a CIDG rccomacisscneo platoon in an airnobile rcecnacissonce
operation tc the vestern cdge of the LOC HITI Plontation, The remcinder of
% Conmpeny noved by foot fron the 10C LI Airstrip to ocffcet o link up. _
Light contoet wes mrde ot 0900 and about nron, C Co wns cormitted to ossist,
By 1400 hrs it wos apparent thet tho VC force consisted of ot loost onu
battalion and the romcindor of tho 24 Bn, 26th Inf moved by foot to tl:c LOC

UDE Plontotion. 1 UMCLASSlHEm
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. b, 9-18 June 19566, Troop A and the 2/18 Inf corducted daily
C\ recon in forece operations throughouvt tlie area of operation with negative
results, Security was also provided for the IO QUAN Airstrip.

8, Supporting Forces: DBefore contact the column had continuous
visual recomaissance from an cirporne Forward Air Controller. Upon
enemy contcet continuous combat air support was rendered by the Air Force,

9, Results: _

a. US Casualtics: KIA 15; WIA: 34,
b, US Equipment Destroyed: :
‘4 ercov scrvid wcapons,
9 smell arms wecapons.
2 porsomiol corriers (1113's) -
¢. VC Casualtics: KIA: 170 (BC), 250 (est), 4 VC capturcd.
d. VC Equipmont Captured:
12 ercvw scrved wcapons
30 small arms woapons
18 ChiCom grenades.
10, Administrative mottors: ‘
a, Administrative and Logistical orders provided werc adequcte.
(1) Supply: Supply of Class I, III, and V wes cerricd by
( troops as basic load. Resupnly was moved from Iai Xho and Phu loi by air
. craft.

(2) iaintencnee: liaintenanco of vchicles wos greatly assisted
b~ the arrival of and ordance contoct teon from the 70ist mointenonce
Dattclion,

(3) Trentmont of Casunltics: Dustoff aireraft provided

(‘ . immedinte ovacuction to reor arcos for propcr ncdieccl troctment.
‘ . (4) Transportation: Tronsportotion of ol items of resupply
wes accomplished by airercft. .

11, Conclusions cnd Lessons Loorned: :

2. Infoltry in front of the fighting cleomonts Mmits the fire
power of thc Covelry units, Infontry units hould be coployed in o
scparcte scetor,

b. Armored columns on the move
should have ~ nminizum of 1 fire tcon overheod. It is desiréus thnt o FAC
vith immedinte air strikes be aveilable,

c. Tho hecdquerters clenents siiould be utilized for evocuntion of
the wounded, lcaving the combot velilcles ot the point of contoct.

O © UNCLASSIFIED
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o, Poge 2

Hassive air and artillery fire power dssisted the infantry in overrunning
the positions and by 1900 the VC yithdrew leaving 98 dead and rumerous
weapons on the battle field, Subsequest reports from plantation workers
and captured VC revealed that the 2d Battalion, 28th Infantry had destroysd
over 50% of the 1lst Barralion, 273d Regiment,
c¢e Torrcin and Weather:
(1) Torrain: The arca of operations can be characterized
as flat vith many strcams throughout the orea, wooded arcas run from hcavy
donsc jumgle growth to crccs doninated by rubber trec plontations. Sceondery
ro~ds aro trafficeble oven during prolonged periods of wet woothor., Cross
country trofficcbility in from ge~d to cxeellent in dry periods, but
oxtrencly lirdtod during wet peoriods, :
(2) We~thor: Chrractorized b~ carly nornins fog clearing
off by nid-morning, Roin shewers ccecurcd cvery day frem light drizzles
to heavy shewers with ocensioncl thunder storns of intcnsc but short
Curc.tion, ’

5. Mission: 1/4 Cavelry (=) comploted 21l nissions cssigned.
Missizns consistcr cf: ccnvoy cscort~nd sceurity while propesitioning
1st Infontry Division ccmbot clenents; condueting scveral and cxtensive
S&D missions; ond roecon in ferce opersticns. 1/4 Covalry (=) wos to .
loccte VO/RIW £ recs, cojture ond/er destroy then ond their cquipnent te
.orovent the VO frem eseopjing to the Cambodicn border, ond reecmncissance
f I~ticnnl Reute 13 proventing sebetoge ond nining ineicents clong
tho highwey, tc prevent VC/EIV firces from ncunting o nonsc n offensive
dircetod arninst U.S. ond ARV bese corypic and subjocting villepers of
BI™M LOIIG t- VC toxoticn,

6. Ccnecpt of Opcraticns: Te loecte ond step VO furcos within
BII LOFG Pr:vince fr-n horcgsing U S. ond GV forees.  To conduct rceon
retrols an? S&D missicns in the oree of operations in cenjuncticn with the .
2/18 Infontry,

7. Exocution: N
oe 0700 Junc 1966t Trocp & cxceuted o crmbot revencnt aleng

Aticnnl Route 13 in order to strengthen U.S. forecs in the BIIN LONG
Frovines, Reecmnaissance. Reconnrissnnes by fire wes use” in rost

creas, Tro-p A became OFCON 3a Brigode when they arrived in its TAOR.

In o heavily wocded orca o proxinctely 12 ko south of AN LOC the leod ténk
hit = ninc ond sirmltoncously the cntiro colurm came uncor heoavy nortor ,
rocciless rifle anl cutenctic wecpons fire, The VO forec estincted in
‘roginental size wos later confirned os the 2720 VO main ferec rocinent., The
VC forces wore crned with recciless rifles, anti-tonk wonpons , nortars, !

50 caliber nmnchine juns ond snell ~rms., Initicl ecntact wes nodo arcund
1400 hours, Contimuing cir strikes were placed upon tho cncry os well

o8 tho orgomic caelry weep ns, The 2/18 Infantry linked wp and estoblished
o perincter for thc nicht, U.S. ensuclties were light ond two APCls
dostroyed, VC losecs were 105 KIA (EC), 250 KIA (est), 3 VCC, cnd

scveral crew scrved weopens ccopturod,

~ UNCLASSIFIED



- UNCLASSIFIED' e

FARFATIVE OF TG BATWIE OF B 69
8 Jura 1966' | - [
THTRODGCTION

~ The 272a VC n':-.in force Reginont was defeated on & Junc 1946, i o
donsely wooded ~ren aiong I Intion~l Route 13, rcferred to. oz Beneh lerk
69, The VC were of tempt:.nf te stop the efforts of . the. 1st Infontry
Division in the A7 TOC, LOC I'il area,

. ~ BACKCROUID

Opor...tloﬁ EL PASO II begon on 2 Junc 1955 when intclligonco indi-
cctod thrt three Viet Cong and cne iorth Vietngrese recimonts wore neoised
to resvnc their ‘honsom C".L’p"‘lﬂn“ by at tac‘:mﬁ GVE ~n¢ US Specisl Forces
cbnpoundo in (IO TUAVH, I "1. "J.‘ T.0C NI an.d SOKG BE, DBee~vsc of this ©
t. reat;cormnding general, II Pic ld Foree, Viet“*m dirccted oneo inf “try‘ )
~ad one ~r u:.llbry battolion to be crployed to. LOC EIMI tr strengthon thoe
defensive in thes ~rea, Fo gignificant battle h“d Jbecn f':umt
rrior t- 8 June 1986,

The 3¢ Brircde 1lst Infontry Division hod beon dispo choc to LOC
O with' threc Infa ...-'bry battelicns ~nd onc ~rtillery battalion, Beotwoen
19 and 26 oy the 34 Bde cstobiished ~ defonsive perincter arowd tie
0C IIVH nirstrip ond potrolled 2nd ¢ .nducted sonrch oporctions westwnrd
te tae Combodian border without substanticl contoct. The 3d Brigrde
roturned to its basc on 25 Moy 1966 ot LAI RUE,

Subseouently, intelligence fron o number of scurces indicnted thot
the VC, hoving pu.,tponcd their -ttack, intended tc go chend vith their
origin~l ~1lns, Zscints roported threough the. Victnanese Aroy thot the
VC wicre inaugurwtiﬂa n enmaimm te 1ast from 20 1oy u.t*l 20 Auﬂu‘ t te
deastroy friondly forces nlong “Route 13 § to interdict th rcute* ond to
horegs or attack L0C I'LIE, HOD QUiE, GO THAIH, ML T' T and SOHG BE.
YC forces involve coisisted of six rcgz::-.o;.ts. It wos a-cuned th~i thesc
y siments ineluded threc of the 9tk Viet Cong Division, 2722, 271st ~nd
27134, onC onpther grouping of the 10lst, lilst ~nd pos sibf'. the 250ta
reginents of PAVH,

The 5th ARV Division Commonder with hecdeounrters L.t ET 101, in-
forned the Comrranding Gener 1 1st Infontry Division thot he och.cvc<
thnt the Viet Cong w.uld o taeck the BIHI LOG Frovineinl Copitnl, KON QUAL,
This led to the deeisican to nove Troop 4, 1st Squodron, 4th Cav*.‘lry with
twe rround wnits to XOH QUM?. Tho 2@ Battolion 18th Infantry wns rove
to LAI KB ~irficld ~s on infrntry renction force oo Troop 4 co-erced its

nove from uiU 101, )rcug_l LAI KTIE -nd CLOIT WATT $o EOH GUAT,
W DATTIE OF BE.CN HARK 69

On 8 June 1966 Trcop A 1st S"u:r""ﬁn Lth Caxwvnlry deported PHU LOI st 0700
o';u'ou’oe to EOL QUAM, 3V.7 vhere-therc existed 2 threst of o Viet Cong
o"soon offensive. Under the dircetion of LIC Leonard L Lewcno, - ~bove thon

1 OH 13 & holicopter, tho treop nrocoedec up the old rond bed (vie AT
839191) (sce nep ..) & LAI IHE rather than uso highwiy 13 the scone of mony
mining incidents. 4t ﬂ.bov.t 0805 the lend tank of the lst Platosn hit -
mine vie (X7 f‘3‘7J.1) . with no rgg OS‘SII"'lthS. but the
‘voaiele wes disnilod. ,‘\L‘t& ‘ED
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. " Fege 2

4% this tine on AXC of the scewnd plk stoon e ﬂ"pc"‘le"cr*r' meenkuiien
difficulties - the decigion wheg rxde to send beth veliieles boek to PU LOL,

‘When the colwm rem:net’. it's nerthwnrd nove it Jeft the railresd
bel ~nd niove crogs coun e thir? platron teolr the lerd fron this
point @ meved o to i‘li" 11"3 te refuel., Two vehicles droppel out of the
cclurm ~nd were picked vp by the trail norty ond broveht forwed,

After refueling t.,c co'wrn pusie’ “ertl: on Fi izwry g out of 1 NB.
The AVIB got stuck ~t the nort? clhsck noint of TAL XE ~nd w-s left for
the trail pority to retrisve. The trocp passe. throuch TAT T ot 130
hours and hod mnde-ne enory contoct., The “ecision wms mnde to push on to
e QUATT,

At ﬂb"ut ll,l‘i L CUTS t e 37 plateca lend vehiele it = mine (vie

T1746751. see ip 2). L ghert tirme before ~ cloynore hid heen Adetonctel
but no easuslties resnlted, Alrost sizulterecusly the entire cclwm come
mer intense snll srng  ~uborotic wenpors,. ortor onY recoiless rif'e

fire, it Josepk “~le, 37 Pl tom leafer, reportel that he wos in heov:
contact 14l on vnderterminable faree, Cont nlph Stured ie, troop cornmler
irme irtely ov’eored the 22 platoon, le? by It J:."r.f. Fin'ex7, to come up
22" reiaforce the tiair? platoon.

Reperts indicated t.""c the Viet Cong vere empleyed ~long 3,000 neters
of the highwny 13ith ths mijoity of t-eir concen® ~ticn on tie west., The
trﬁv'p comTinlers ve‘.lcife w-e -hit by recoiless rille vomnting the r.zu.x.n,.,

Sp 4 JSrmes Verpsey, The observer, Sgt Mic™ domporito, trok over the “riving
responsibi’ity, Loving forvrd tlie crev cov?.C. see . recoilens »ifla

crev “lne cin oon thon csadn, 411 of ~ cu'en tle entire crex heere

very “ct as Si'C . e rson Cole corsinder of the ~ittrche” Tlimethrowver AC

let loose wvith o Durst fre his x:‘_3° fiome tirover AFC rongting theV to

n erisp., ,

The troop neve? ferverd into sore 11:'..9;1: grounc': -’ heg-n teo gt uvp
. perineter, Tie firsd ,J"*"~~n lecder Tt Lonis Souoult, reporte’ h-t

one of his vea-ic—cr wis e.'_per"e eing nechoniend Jifficw ties (vic iU
76672,, . w220 that they vere ..cﬁwr"‘; o otenk with it for scerrity,
Turther wp the rond o 1ot P “toon AFC wng Bls aging ~fire reg= tins Srom

sever~’. Lits, i ?.6:‘0 ~ours the .0 (Cp Dienard Wetzel) rencrtel 1t

t-e Vv‘ et Con 1w esptured ~n £FC -~ no” dpdven it off into the wood
witi: the kecdlishite on., Fire wes not fmme intelr cnl’ed in on the welicle
for .«.e.m ot o Uede soiler right still be in ¥ velicle. A letor

4 ~

ceck reverlel tit it w "8 the vehlele in wiiich lst Sot Ilicinel ;epe hl
been seriousliy iujured in when it toolr twe “irect Dits fron o recoileas
'
Ca miling 213 of the ro-orts in tle perimeter Cpt Stwr-is re~lized

et §hedir was one tonk stwek scutl. of the lst platoon tork o A:C ot

r~7 been wnder shoradic fire. Unler the epable suifonece of It linhesd
tLe evacurtion of TLC voun‘ec, percomic . w.g ors-nize’,
With ~ Idd in tre figh fmt Sturgis eallied for his troil ooty

viieh hod Deon kel wp ot CLE TUUD to come forwer’, The triil porty,
hecded by the trcop exccutive olfiicer it ‘lonnll Copes rencled the Ifirst

stuelr tenk, (.2 (. 0, nl retrievel it Writl no Jiffienlty. At this
»oint JIC 'ne\".‘“o “--::f’e’ on the i-lwver to brief Tt Copes on the toetical
situ~tion an’ the " test reports o enor loc-tions,

| LCLASSIFIED]

-




.‘Wﬂe.ﬁ_ re rerained Iis senses e could ec: t-e VC run-ine

. infrrire irmed:

=
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~oee 3
Reédo combret lod been lost wit' the 1=t platoe: tomlt 4 '-C Sub snilenly

ne volce o SYC Zurene Blnim lot oMb Tab, covll be o - _
once, Opt Sturris irmedictely Jiverited ths cir foree jets %o 5:C 21~
*_«ositio *;:-.*..-:’. 5.C Moir enliel taen i"' ver:r close to lis pogition e to
ori: tis position. ‘Yhen the YO were Iriven
the *roil wvrdy wvou'd goon Iindk wr vidl hdm,
fantrymen for 17 vetrg, 17 never rode fnsil

-P 5 C ,n'._r s
l‘rim thdie 3.°C :"—,.' ik
of -~ 4:,3.:&:.

W’~e- the o portw reached vie (Cuvs 5727) the
veiicle Lit « mine serdcrsly woumdice the Ori wver, gn 5
ve. icle co:'“ *».n-.‘e” exchonred drivers ~=7 the ecoMwrm rovel on, Lt went
~hout 75 ne’hers fuarther oo hit smother nine ot videh time e tenll
"J-...L tv ean ~er nortor rcco:’.ler's rifle ot rutonntic vesons :J.r.

e tonk *’nn-L ¢ direct it an burst into flrmes tirovicz the venlcle
cormonler 3G Chrrles Yorris clesr of the tr-ei., S3C -‘.‘"orr:.s n? - hrief
strup~le vith = VO in tie bushes i’ then rencie’ the o-fety ;
As soon g he - ot ingide of tie ve“:v.c e & crencie wie Tossel
an 2lert cre'..'r.te'*"wr, tognel 1t ort before it explole,

The colurmy ~onin sttt nortk: laowins the burni o bonk
picke” vp the Tivet wintoon velicles beiore ¢ or

‘

~intc the

Specinlist Cliver o esre” boAly hwree’ ot blin? in ome eve, Gpoc NG
Q’ dver v to T Timet dbiver ol the terl Ut e the treil prrty. Itows
tetievel ot '.Z‘:'.r-"' 4ot Oliver wvor Il ed woen the norttr round Lit U e
ve:'cle, but ~g e e:fpl ined, he woa throwm inte the ,,vﬂﬂle u.nco“cio LR

and tle vel".'c’e novity off '-*o "e ron hacl to tihe rord ;
e gtill durnin- Len’z ~=7 Arove it into the 'b*oop ~erwf~te'r'

u--o"t.‘:r a .t.P'c' contaet .:-’ been mole e /18 Tole: >ty battelion was
~irlifted fron 1O T " b nomiet Troop e T'-*c only suitsh e lindins
Zone w.s & co--.\:.« e

ice Lo e noril 8o ¢ %e‘“o...rclv T e J.‘.".ot" ldon
222 not reacl "‘roop Lomntil efter he © Lichting
:~telr serrched i crer for VO hod:

S subeided, - The 2/18
wit: Troop & on the perimeter.
The fightine losted for four (4) novrs restltinc in jmeriecon losses

‘er, ol then tield in

£ 24 »«.u's ~n 37 WIi, The %C277 Resimet widch wos ancnoed suiferel

105 w1 (Be) \ri‘“ A adfitionsl 250 estimeted killed. Troop 4 Led 2 LiC's
!Iestro:'ed, and two tonks bodly Tomaged,

-
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- There was a winjnun of cue FuC cn station ot all tiues. Thacse
Fu.C's wure in ceonstint coumuniecstics with the squaldres cunmnanlder
anl tae tro.p scooanders Lt the tine iuitial contact wes uad. thorc
was o flizht of fishtoers hish in the clouds on the way to another
arcae  Yocesc fighturs werc quichkly Jdivertel to the battle arca.  The
battle cccurcd in an arcea which was cutside tue £.1 ¢f the criilloery
at CdQN +u.bii and the artillery at HOE U.Wy Conscquently it was strictly
an Ay Foree glitow with no artillcery. '
Froo the initicl air strike, close air support was c.antinuous
aal unlinitod. . tital of 43 s rtics were flown with 17 flishts . f
fizhater bYonbers, ' .
Ordiinance e¢xpended includeds
26,240 1bs hi ;h cxplosive
20,500 1lbs ua_.zlus
13,160 1lbs fraz boubs
24 conistors cuU

0

There wos a oinioun of 2 UE 1B fir. tews oir/gernc at all tiness
RELULLS

ineily lusscs includeld:
170 VC KI, (3C)
250 VC KI., (Est)

4 vC capturcd

%0 Seall arus
.12 Crew sorved weapoens
78 Chi Cciz srenades

Fricndly Losses:
1ROOF .3

13 XI.

30 Wil

D Cc lst inzrs
2 KI.,
s O

[y

, 3 UNCLASSIFIED
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4 RDS = TROOP .., 18T S U.DROL, 4TH C.VauRY -

Ganad ULRDERS runTOOK

SFC COL
SEl4 CORBIN
LT COPES
.5 K.PFERD

SFC LR.IT.GE

CFT SIURGIS
FLasW PLLUTOCL

SFC 3LaI
Srh4 SCE.LIER
¥FC BusS

PFC 1iORG.IT
Sek LUKE

583G 84h2I.GO
FFC DuildCH
SGT GULN
Sxl L.auBERT

. 8G.. BENOKLIN

BFC LukiIl
PFC P.YICK
Sl BURGESS

Sti FRIER.UIH
PFC SCHFIDB..UR
895 BOVLILNG
SGT RODRIGUZ
EFC J.biz8

FAC S.i7S0H

SP5 KC GLOKIN
SP5 STLVES .
556G LIWLE

185 SNGINZERS
S84 DISCHER
53@ BoUEDS

- PFC DULFREZ

Sl WLIKSR

 ¥FC DUKC.N

¥rC HILL
FPC IiIlCHELL

BROLZE SR V3

LCi. HTYW

SiLVER ST..R
WJCii W

BROJL SEuR VA
BROJZL SR FTE

SILYER SZuR
BRONZS SiuR IV
BROVAL

BRGIGE

it

B

~ BROWZE SR Vi
it
G Y
it
1]
B
i

SiCOND FL.TOUN

L0 KINKi.D

¥FC BAKER

: 8G MEDINa

YFC KINN&Y

556 S.lDERS

FFC DiTOSSI

FFC GUILLILMS

SP4 Mi.pOR (IRF B)
SGT LUkt

S5G W.RD

SGT WILLI.iis

SGT Ou4ENS (L@ B)
5P4 Tl

853G L.RPRR

$8G 1L.ORGE (I B)
5Gi CQUCL

TEIRD PL.TOCN

S¢S OLIV.R
LT LK
PFC . SWITH

¥FC SORLISON

Tu@ LulR.K

SGT LISWLu (LfRy C)
385G 10RAT S

+¥C LOSSEE

Skl JuRVIS

$5G MC C..RIY

- 8GT HuRRIS

S5G SL.T-R
SGT C..Li14R
8§56 AUMIiELw

SILVER ST.R .
BROKE Sial VM

it

B
“cm iy
it
i
o
it

]

]
i
il
it
i

SILVuR STAR
BRONGS ST.LR HVH
i1

Bi

o

o

it

GO iy
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1}

o

i
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0F ¥ LOC '

SIURGIS, AairHE M
COPES, RUIALD o
30U..0LT, LOUIS L
WINZsaD, D.VID C
Liwg, JOsErE R

FaPl, [ICE.uli
LBy, <ICH.HD L

4i&DIa, O08.asDU

835G & S#C 6

ULuIR, wUGals F

TDRIVLIY, sexealh W
’ .

F.3Cfuk, FiuCIS B
ol sy «dG¥Ls IR
U..G-'...DUI&, -KOBJ.RL‘ pes

- JOEBSCH, WIluoIldi w

. LISvii, W@0ii F
7 .L¢C C‘J‘IJ:Y' -NIL-L!I'&J\'& .'v'-

LCaLDUsR, L..dCLD B
FORRIS, Clhuiins &
AMd: L, FRJICIs C
8.4iDuRS, DAMNIS L

3.0 2T wGU~G0ON Sakindy CoariOS

dLDy 90E &

3eT 35 -

3.HOSLaE, JOL O
C.iiidr, M4RLIN R
*COuK, D0buld T
CouUCh, RCY C
QUNI, JOHN W
E,.R2LS, WILLI.: B
JCENSOH, JGEK C
KiCK, rIZRCH X
LUR., Wallis P Sa

S URIWO, wHUE..S
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04071354

©5532138

05321630
05227468
Q5101547

R. 3282243¢
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" Ra
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Ra
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R

Rn
R
Ra
R
R
Ry
R.L
R4
Ri
.

WlbseIabily <G D

85 5

JCWoING, RUBLREL W

CnifOUN, DCKaLD L
CUx., 4IiLIE G

P33 so»g, DiEY L

Ra

D

Liew

Ra
Ry
Ra
Ri

15204799
18355081

21757596
35958254
13590540
12337426
25256619
17422567

54032536
15291595

37816227
37557950
24514580
23786302
17458213
51251405
13591951

27377019
55672838
15494975
25343676
14692943
53292831
14456474
16706467
15588208
19779278

: .W@% =
32593923

12659358

17370824
13325156
13325156
12508614

Cpt
151
18
157
1S54
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N

Q 1

C:

BaiiElIS0H, RODELY D
LGS TERD, WILLIa: R
KIF3, W.aREN JR

1C GLOKIN, JOHN

 *0.isY, JOEN R

OLIViR, iUG.. R
HFDALL, £DWaiD L

. #SuILE,PEILLIF R

SPEVIES, .:0LD D
ViGu, .F.GIL0 G
WiLEER, wxiiOLD &

8- 4 zh

BURGESS, L.IOKD W
COX3IiM, KACBERT
D.LNET, JOSEFE K
DLLISLIE, wICinil s
DiiF8LY, Jbios H
ZL..I0OTY, JOEL R
7.3.5R, WILLIG G

* P LU allDE4, JORGE L
PRIERUDE, wOGER R
#i5RY, GLUORGE B
KOLL.T, JILLLudi W
d0MaRy vabiwd L
JuVIS, MICH il
KuCi, USSELL P

L BIRY, STVEN L
LaikIN, S.Tul J
L.la, ROBaRT D
10KE, L C

KILLER, RODLAY L
§.0RG.N, LORENLO
MURFSSY, THOM.S R
SCL.LLZR, FRUDLAICK
LZuLy .R0LD O

© *T0R40., JOSIFE

O

WLLLS, JuifsS L
Willuy BUZLL L
40LLuR, HulLVIN I JR

R
K
Ra
)
~tad
Ri
R
o
s Y
R
Ra
2T
R

Ry

R
R
R
Us
R.
2
I
R
Ra
Us
RA
o

R

uﬂcwéé\v\ea'

55561461
16575046
53322444
13744278
19719265
15707168
21195280
20979913
19341395
25053862
16545064

11438813
17653441
52624065

" 11430407

15555274

55640651

53326243
12594492
52556973
19783611
54345870
13723738
19737000
155694977
15557669
14483268
13778607
19815031
25763434
29v21314
14567920
145938166
14864213
14822917
15649936
52551729
53394679
16785229
19816710
19783139

PFC z3

BaRli0i, JUHEN L
SUCKN&R, HE.aL.,I7 D

Cix3CBR=.U, L URICE a

CEIS.0LI, 4ITHONY V
*COiTiIR, ACGus L
CALSs.diy DL B
D.i30H, IILRUON E JR

us

Us
Us
Us
Us
Us
REY

51570353
53399743
53383364
84665838
52615245
52614613
52634819
12724096

e
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O DE ROSSI, JGSiPH . U8 55805092
CRIE, J.iiss Us 55804930
7 DIL.LON, ROBERT P . U5 25288667
, FRuNG, RUBLRT G U3 515470811
GUSLING, JURLON B Ri 16326613
GRODI, D.VID R . 15730608
QUILLI LGS, EZDWLsD L US 52633945
"HOWLRDy JGuCi R. 17715715
IRI.LRT, R0L.LD J Us 56380772
IVEY, SHEPr.AD & Us 53408728
J.liss, TEQRACL B Ra 53720970
XSSSLily :IChucd b Us 550822429
KILOEY, JOSEIE R Ra 18690775
L.NDING, J4UNLLD L R. 17663704
LOSSEE, Luiis J Us 556346695
LUSICL, WiCii.S H US 55806743
0.0, JOE. ¥ US 55034277
oL WIDYGRLFLE, GOKGE R Us 52630690 -
[ *FEIIRSON, LERRILL O Ria 17721057
) FISKLESIIIER, DaVID L - Ra 18614675
riICE, KSILE ~ US 56379521
REIRIE@, WILL.LAD W JR US 52640264
RVELST, GRY L U5 52649413
. ROBINSCL, JOHNKIL I R\ 15719618
C; S.JKDiRS, JEIRRY D _ Ri 19839833
" SCERID3.UuR, RON.LD W R 13754339
SCEVARYZ, LICLLEL & Ri 156811634
FisE, VoY G US 52614620
SNYDir, U LuRL C U5 51545452
PELRRI S, G08:rH 8 II R 11463048
V.i: DORZ, R0GuR C R 199428357
Vo HINJATRYCK, LOUIS R SR US 51543221
PVT
LiILLS, F.OTD B Ri 15424093

* Indicatc Bi KIi on 8 June 1935, _wards to be made posthumously.
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NCLASSep
DEPARTMEKRT OF THE LR
) FIADQUARTENS 1ST SQUADRON 4TI CAVALRY
( : + PAO U,S. Forces 96345
AVID.QH 29 July 1966

SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report (OP EL PASO II)

TO: . Commanding Officer
1st Brigade
ATTN: S.3
1st Infantry Division
APO San Francisco

M). OP EL PASO II, 42-66, Hq 1/4 Cavalry, dtd 162330 June 1956,
. Comtot movement to prepostion lst Infontry Division combot elements; SED
C missions and recon in force operations, OPCON 3d Brigade 18-30 June 1966,
OYCON 1st Brisade 30 June-10 July 1946, '

2. (U) Dates, 18 June-10 July 1966.

C} 3. u) General., 1/4 Cav (-) conducted combat movement to reposition
7 1gt Infantry Division elements; conducted extensive S&D missions; and con-
tinuous recon in force operations, ' ,

a. Reporting Officer: LIC Lewane, Leonard L.

b. Task Organization: Task organization durirn OP EL PASO II
consisted of: Troop B cormanded by 1/Lt James P Flores until 2 July 1966, Cpt
David S Kelley acsumed comend 2 July 19663 Troop C commanded by Cpt
Stephen li, Slattery; Troop D (air) commanded by Maj Bryan Jr.; lq Troop
commanded by Cpt Dudloy M Andres; Troop A commanded by 1/Lt Ronald A Copes, .
not used during OP EL PASO II, TF Control consisted of LIC Leonord L. -
Lowanc, Squadron Commander; Maj Goorge E, Taylor and Maj Devid C, lortin,
Scundron S3; 1/Lt John 4, Morrctte, Squadron S-2; Cpt Alex L, Greene,
Scuadeon S-1; and Cpt Ralph M, Sturgis, Squadron S-4,

b u) Intclligence.

2, Availsblo information prior to commencement of OP EL PASO II:
‘Informetion hoed been reccived of the presence of three VO mein force
Rogiments, 271, 272, cnd 273 were active in the arca from LOC rom (XU
7408), Al LoG (mor QuaN) (KT 7588) west to the Combodicn border. Other
informotion hed been reecived thot VO loecl forces hod been engoged in
igderdicting Highwey 13 using rood blocks and tox collecting points fron
LAI IIE (XT 7736) north to the Combodion border.

© o * UNCLASSIFIED
R ov | |



O

: U, N
T (@ .\
| 4455’550

b. Encny Situotion:

(1) During the poriod 18 Junc through 29 Junc 1966 there
voro no signifiecnt engrgenents vith VC forces,

(2) On 30 Junc 1965, Troops B ond C clong with clements
of tho 2/18th Infantry cngr-od clomonts of the 271st VC main force reginent
in the vic of XU725020. The battle lasted approxinctely scven hours,
Initial contoet come at 3009300 when Trp B 1/4 Cav received hecvy norter
fire along the length of the colurm in the vicinity of XU 725020. At
300945H, B 1// Cov begon receiving heavy ond intensc AW and SA firc fron the
vicinity of XU 723020, and becane heavily engaged vhen the VO attempted to
split the column. C 1/4 Cav and C 2/18 Ini wcre moved forward to assist
Troop B, and also become heavily engoged, The VC employed AW (cal ,50 and
7,62m), smoll orms ond recoiless »ifles. Elements were dug in and conceal-
od on both sides of Highway 13. Eromy losses were 270 VC KIA (BC), 300
KIA (est), scven VCC, weapons cop®ired included 23 crow scrved wecpons,
50 smll arms, 1630 rds of SA arm:, throc rounds for the Soviet Anti-tank
grenade launcher RPG-2, onc AN/PRC-10 radio, five US proteetive mosks (1117),
onc hox~ made protcetive mosk and t.o 7,62 barrels, All weopons and cquip-
ment c:piured were through the comiined efforts of the Cavalry Troops and

cntry bottolions during “ihc mop-up phasc conducted after the battle,

(3) During tin period 1 July through 8 July 1966 thore were
no significant cngogements with VC forees by units of the 1lst Squodron,
4th Covalry, .

(4) On 9 July 1966, Troops B and C cngaged clcments of the
2724 VC mnin force regimont vicinity XT680744. Reinforcing infontry
battalions were helifted into the battle arce to scal off cscope routes

“of the VC, Initial contact wes mede ot 091110H, ond losted for approximately

throc hours. Cumulative totals of cnomy lossos were 239 VC KIA (BC), 300
KIZ (cst), those wore total covnts conducted during mop-up oporations.
Weopons copturcd by units of the 4th U.S. Covelry included six US Browming
Automntic Rifles, six Soviet 7.62ym SKES Cerbines, onc US corbine, MI,
Ewo Sovict model bolt action rifles, onc CIICOH LG 7,62mm, three US 114
rifles, onc 60mn mortor with besc plate, anc onc tripod for o recoiless
weepon,

¢. Teorrain and Veother:

(1) Terrcin: The arca of operotions con be cherceterized os

.flot vith mony strecoms throughout the crea, wooded arcos run fron heavy

dense junglc growth to crocs dominated by rubber tree pleontation, Sccondary
rocds cre trofficeble cven during prolonged periods of wet wecther, Cross
country trafficebility is from good to oxecllent in dry periods, but cxtrenmcly
linited dvring the wet periods,.

: 2) Va-ther: Chornctorized by corly morning fog cleoring off
by nid-norning. Rcoin showers occurcd cvery dey frorn light drizzles to
heovy showers with oceasionnl thunderstorms of intense but short durction,

de Fortificotions: Iionc,

ce COA/Psy ops: Sick c2lls werc conducted in nmuncrous villoges by

the squedron medic~l surgeons, ilo leaflet drops werc conducted by units
of tho squodron, :
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5. “) lission: 1/4 Cov (=) comploted o1l ris-ions assigned,
llissions comsisted of: Convoy escort and seeurity while nrepositioning
1st Infantry Division combet elements; conducting severcl and extensive S&D
mizsions; and recom-aissance in force operations. 1/4 Cav (=) was to locate
VC/RIIV forces, ccpture and or destroy tlem and their equipment, to pre-
vent thie VO from cscaping to the Combodian border, and rcconnaissance of
lational Route 13 preventing sabotage and mining ineidents clong the high-
wy, to prevent VC/RIV forces from mounting a monsoen offensive directed
against US and ARVII basc camps and subjecting villarers of BINH LOHG Province
to VC tasation,

6. q‘). Concept of Operation. To locate anf stop VC forecs within
BIFIl LONG Frovinece from harassing US and GVN forccs, To creatc a fricndship
with the local villagers ond inhabitonts of necrby hamlets thot were pre-
dominctely controlld by the VO, To conduct cxtensive rccomnaissance

patrols ond S&D operotions in the aren of operctions by stiratrcically
positioring and vigorously cmploying oll combat clements of the lst Sadn
4th Covciry, To provide sceurity for other clemonts of the lst Infantry
Divisicn ond to scrve as o floxible, highly mobilized counter-cticck forces,

7o “)' _ Exccution:

‘a., 180700 Junc 1966: 1/Z Cavolry cxccuted OPORD 42-66 (OF EL
PASO II), HQ 1/4 Cov, dtd 16 Junc 19656, 1/4 Cav (-) oxccuted combot movo-
ncnt clong Hationcl Route 13 in order to preposition lst Infontry Divicion
combot clements, Squadron (=) moved from iEHU LOI to AN LOC, sccuring
Highwey 13 ot criticcl points. Squndron (=) closed in vicinity Al LOC/QUAIL
LOI crcas with negative cncry contoct, loximum use of reccomanissance by
firec wos utilized in lmown hostile creas. Artillery preporcoticn, TAC CAS
and ~rmed helicopters (both CI 47A and UH 1B) fircs werc used, Upon arrivel
3d Bde TAOR, OPCOI 3d Bde.

b, 19-29 Junc 1966: 1/4 Cov (<) conducted continuous cscort and
sccurity missions nlong N-tionnl foute 13 , provided sccurity for infontry
clermonts conducting S&D opcr-tions, csteblished squed-sized ombush phtrols
jointly with Infontry clements during hours of dorlmess daily, During this
ncriod of time the squadron crcounteored light cnemy contect.

c. 30 Junc 1966: 1// Covolry (=) conducted roeon in foree along
Highwey 13 whilc providing sccurity for on AVIB located ot eritical bridpe
sight (XT721973), Whilc moving north from Bif69 to BM 10T lcad clements wero
talken under fire br heavy cnemy forees, ot UT 725020, Simultcacously, &
heovily crmed VC force ambushed the eavelry clemonts from vie UT 724008, the
VC mrin foree regimont. VG forces were crmed with rccoiless rifles, cati-
tonk wocpons, mortors, .50 colibor mochine guns, BAR's, ond smn’l orms,
Initinl contret wes node at 0930 hburs. Continuous GAS, artillery,
end orgonic cavalry fires were ploced cn cneriy positions, These foreed
tho VC to retrect to safc hovens clong the Cembodicn border,

Powe S
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cnirr walts vere traytly adr 14fted e poosible nvenves of escop® to
event and blocl: the VC forces fron retre~ting to scfe hovens, Covelry
forces wvith o'ineled ‘mitntry rerrouped nud set vp ~n csserbly ~ren f"‘&
XT 721972 to prrsuve Ileeing VG forees, fesults of ~n cotimetod 30C VS
TA (est) and 270 VC JIh (BC) ¢ 23 erow worved weopons, .50 coliber and
811 srms (Sovict, ChiCom ond US) weanmons e~pivred dvring the battle.
uS easunliics worc 11*"*"’ cnd two vehicles destroycd (--u'f‘). Iils vere
posted cround perincter of asgembly crce with ncgotive cacny contoet during
the hours of der!mcss,

de 1-8 July 1966 Cov-lry (-) cleomonts conducted daily recomm~isscnce
in ferce opor“tion tlrcushout ~rec of opor~tions wvith attoched infontry
cloments rcqu ting vith ncgotive onomy ction.

o, 9 July 1966: 1/4 Cov (=) movod from Al ZCC on o rocon in
forco mizcsion 090700 July 1965, On movemont to LIUT THAYEI ~% 1110 lLours
vicinity AT 582743 C"v""""v units were ambuched by the 272¢ VO Rerdnent.’
Continvcrg CAS ~né¢ TAC C’&b crtillery proprration, hiclicoptor zunshipes
~nd orz: aic ervalry fircg m,ro pl:.ccc. on cnemy pocitions. Soth attociied
ing .ntry clenents ond vrisode ingrntry clemcnts deploed to sweop cnd block

(‘p»,sz.b.. svenues of oxecpe, The onemy used reecoilled rifles, ~ati-tonl,
~tors, voriovs Sovict, Chicom, U3 cutomntie ond sinld crms wendons,
vontrct srbsided o \ﬂro*r.u::’r 1y 1400 hours rostlting in cstimnted 300 VG VIA,
239 VG XL (BC) cad mr-orous wecpons copturcd, US cosunltics were Light and
four AC's dostroyel. 1/4 Cov (=) romnined in position ot XT893740 and X7
662725 on ¢ July 1965, t ther eontinued to hold thesc nositions and on 10
1y proccded to LI LIMIL, ond returned to AT LOC the followitn 4oy
~with neosetive cnony coatoct,

) Supnorting Forecs: U’Jon onery contoet, continuous CAS
sup" ort by US.F, in ZDNH AXC Troop (Troop 1/3d uv) stotionod ~t Al LOC

holrad to provide resupply ond covreuwrtion,
\ B
9. u/ dosults

o, US Cogunltics: KI..-‘E-,’-Z[,, WIAL123,
b, US Iguipment Destroyed
26 erev served wce.pons
43 smnll c~rus veepons
3 poerscnncl c..*rrlors. (M113)
2 mortor corricrs, (18105)

ce VO Cosvrliics: IIA (BC)-509, WIA (ost)-—oO VCC-7.
de G Ieifirent Coptured:
Cr-vw curved wecpons
6” s=ntl s veapcns
rdo sncll crms anmo
1 P20 <« 10 r~cdic sct.

O S “UNCLASSIFIED



5 ) { _ T
EE © UNCLASSIFIED

10, w Administrative latters.

L a, Administrative and logistical orders provided were adequate,

(1) Sup-1u: “upply of Class I, III, and V was carried by
troops as basic combat load, Resvpply moved from LAI KN and PHOUC VI
to the Squadron Forwerd Logisticel Control Point at Al LOC by aiteraft, then
distributed vhile the squadron wcs engaged in coibat, The ARVII APC Troop
located at AN LOC assisted with surface resupply,

4 (2) laintenance: ikintenance of vehicles was slow due to
time element for recsuprly from base cemp arca, 70lst lizintcnonce Battalion
Contact Tcoms provided immediate and efficicnt maintononce a.sistance., The
overall mointcngnce posturc wes good. .

(3) Trcotment of casucltics: Trontment of casualtics wos
execcllent with omergeney medical cvocuation timely ond sufficicnt,

(4) Tronsportcotion: Tronsportation most items of resusply
wes gonerally accomplished b the usc of ~ircraft, Veory little resupply
wos made by surfaco meons, liediecl.ocvocuction by Dust-Off proccdurcs,

(5) Commmic~tions: wring OP EL PASO II verious comwnic~tions

\ techniques were utilized to insurc constrnt offcctive communicotions ot
~ 21l levele, It wee dctormined thot both ~ reporting nct ond o nct for
comnend ond control should be utilized, This method proved cffoctive and
is rccom-cnded for cdoption,
(6) 1ledical cvnluation: During OP EL PASO II the mediesl.
.. 8scction operated os o forward cid stotion, teking core of routine sick
( 1 eall, and any cmergoncics orising from the troops., During cnemy contoct
the medienl scetion sot up and operated an cnergency cid station ot the
forwrrd resupply point, The aid stotion promptly and officicntly took
control of treatment of wounds, and Dust-Off for emergency medical cvocua-
tion, Resupnly of nodic~l items to troops woes on an "as nceded basis”,
Emergeney medicel cveocuation was prompt, cxeccllent and tinely through
Dugt~OfT proccdurcs,
b, Personncl cnalysis:

ORGAITTZATION DESIGHATION OPERATION INITIATED OPERATION TRl
Squadron futhorized 1,019 1,019
Squadron Assigned o 1.312 1,229
PDY 1,174 1,043
PIF 492 561
PBC 1Q Trp 230 - 219
- Trp B 81 72
Trp C 39 | 32
Trp D (air) 64 5.
Total PBC 414 468
11.. —_ - S had E i s o) -.ZQ.chniqucS.

c. Equipment: During the battlc of 9 July, RCA wns dropped fron
a CH 47 hclicoptor. Results hove not yet been determined,
v be Tochniques:
(1) Desigration of specific zones for artillory ond close
O air support; designntion of priority of ifrcs within thesc zones, Desig-
action of fire zones, i.c. cir on west of road, -rtillery on the cast,
- allows the eirmltancous usc of cll tvpes of supporting fires, -
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. (2) Infantry movntod on ond fighting from cimored personncl
carricrs, TFound to bec unsctisfactory, whon the crow cscceds five nen, the
nenbers tead to get in cach others way, infontry can best be utilized by
riding on vchicles of the trail troops, then committed as dismounted
infontry wiicrc neéded,

(3) Concentrction of clerments in ki 1ling zonc®, An coxtro
closed colirm (10-15 necters betwoen vehicles) proved cflective in thot it
messed more fircpower in the VO "killing zone",

: (4) Trosp "Y" formntion., This tochnique cnvisions cn armored
cavelry troop nerching with two columns stroaddling o road where off-rocd
nobility is affceted. Two armored cavalry platoons move side-by-side
arproxinctely 20 rmeters on cither side with the third platoon noving on
or off thc ro~d with the forwrord clenents abrest with the lost clement of the
londing platoons, This formotion affords rutunl supnortiaa fires fron two
plotoons is o given crea of contact ond puts tho moxirmm arount of strength
to the front of the troop. :

12, ’“) Conclusions ~nd Lessons Learned.

2, Dust-Off ond rcsupply site ﬁould he eoteblished by clenents
othor thon thosc cngoged in the battle. ¢ wounded rmust be cvecucted b
Dust-0ff/resupnly clenents , cllowving nexirmn fire power tc te brought
to boor ~n the cnaryy, Enpty ncdical cv.cuntion vohicles including crmored
porscniicl eorricrs and helicopters should be utiiized te feorry arrmmnition
to the ongoged clenents.

b. Roscrve (trail tro-ps rust ve cormitted =s socn as oontact with
the cnony is csteblished in order to bring noximun fircpower tc beer on
the cneny at the carlicst opportunity,

¢, It is beneficecl to carry infontry or Bave then innodiotely
cvailable on the trail troops os thoy crc able toc influence the battle

2t the ecriticcl tino and pleco,

/s/ LEOVARD L, LEWANE

/t/ LEONARD L. LEWANE
LTC, Armnor
Comanding
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R ' S.i'iDes OF HAIGEWLY 13

(\ 30 June 66 T 725030

O

Procy 3 was cenducting ca area reconnaisscnce north on Hizawey 13

Q
~in Sinh Lon; rrovi.nce, alonj wita Troup C and elements of the 1lst

CRNNR. I
BI‘l Saule

frocy B was leadingz the armored cclunn snd reconning by firc
to the flonkse .t approximately 0930 hours the head of the coluiua .
érossed the Cam Le (Golden Gotc Bridse) £I724%013 and was imuedictely
fircd upen by an uandeterained nwaber of Viect Conze The vilune of firce
inercascd as the lead elenents returned fire. Lt this tiuwe the tr.c)
coander estimated that thce column had triggered o Viet Conz wnbush
-f resimental size. The trecp co.. ender, Lieutenant Flores, icncdictely
inforncd tac squadron counander who was air borne ot the time of thac
cnely ooiusie

Moonwhile the troop d¢y loyed into defensive positiohts by staxing
voricles to caable thel %o fire on doth sides of the comb-~-t area. ot
tais timc the hend of the colunn was rceceiving heavy recoiless wecopons
fire ond the 3d platoon wes cavily enzagede

The scuadron coizzander - immediately called in T.C iir and fricandly

“artillery fire, on both sides of the armorcd colunn, and at the sate

tine cun itbét‘ "CI‘OOP C into b-.".btl:;‘o he 321 platoon had at thls tine
suffcrc.d HOdCI‘.“.";O CD.SU.flluif;S ~nd UiCkl reinfurced ) the tonks
4 wes 4 )
frou tuc lst 2(1 and’ j:l slatocise
L] &

w11 platoons rop.rted neavy contact on both £lanks and the tr.op
werc inflictin - heavy caosualtics on tae Vicet Congy who by this tiue
become disorionized under " heuavy firc from thc lst Squadron, 4th
Covelry eleacnts. :

.5 the batile progresscd, tarcushout the worning the 75's = 57
recciicss rifles hoad destroyel 1 tank ond knocked out 2 others. 3Iacay

morter firc had alse knocked oub 3 _JIC's and ot this time the cosucliics

were imeldiastely evocuated to tie rear cof the coluun, <throushout this
cvacustion tuerc were countless acts of heroisume In ost cascs iadivi-
Jual cruws would abandon thaelr destroyed vchicles te continue with the
batile, or continued fishtiag oa the ground with their individual

WG )ONSe

The battle continucd threuszhout thc dzy for six hours. uafter the
Vict Conz had brokeu cuntact and retreated into the heavy elephant
gross and juasle trea, the cstinated Viet Cong body count was woal
over 3Ci. killed in action anl scveral wounded priscaecers captured.
Therc wers countless cneny wea.ons coptured, to include several
25.23¢ 57 recsiless rifles, dczens of automatic wca,_ ons and various
types of suall aras and ammailt.cne

She armorcd coluan raininced ot this secne of battle for the neixt
fow doys ond continmucd to scarch for the eneny. We found scveral
siaallow jroves anl evidence thot several wounded Vict Cong h~d buun
corricd off during the battlc. '

, - ;NCLASS‘F‘EQ y
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3 June 65 AT725030
(COLTINU wD)

after three or four days of scarching the armorcl celumn returzed
te wif L0C; refittcd and reorued and waited for the next missicm.

s/ TG S 10NEZ
[/ JFPHOKY 8 1iONIJ
18Gy. Troop 3B
1st Sq¢dn, 4th Cov
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ATTACEED TTWITRY ACTIOH = 30 June 1956

Corncnding Officer Troop C

On 30 June 197%, Troop C wns ascigned o zone recon mission as part of
& Squodron recon in force operction ilorth of An Loc, RVI, The troop wos
cssigned an operationnl arcc generclly west of highwey 13 with the cis
of advence being the secondery rocdwey londing from Bil 69 (Coords XT 721
994) to the west,

For this operction Company 3 (=) 1/1€ Iafantry Bn wes attached to Troop
C. This force consisted of 2 rifle platoons (pL:toons werc understreongth
ond consisted of cbout 30-33 men), o weapons platoon (=) of cbout 10 men .
and the company Hg group, Onc rifle platoon wes attached to Troop B.

Thg infrntry pl-toons werc loaded cbo~rd the 1lst cnd 2d armored
covelry platoons of Troop C, Compony Hq B 1/18 rode with the Troop CF group.
Tho infontry wecpons nlatoon rode with the 3@ plotoon of Trocp C, The 3d
platoon clso hed cttoched the trcop mortors in bottery.

Aftcr moving north on Highwey 13 cnd crossing on AVIB cmpleaced ot
cocrds XT 721972 (1-ter known cs Golden Gate), the troop moved north to
chock point 1 at BH 69 and deployed westuweord.

The 3d plotoon, troop mortors and the infontry weopons plntoon
ostablished o strong poibt ot this roed junction (coords XT 722995).

The infontry at this locction dismounted cnd together with dismounted
covelry troopers sct up ground sccurity for the moricrs ond 3d platoon

" APC's,

The two infrntry platoons cnd the infontry compeny Hg remdined mounted
o8 the trosp movcd to the west, The infontry remoined mounted os the
covalry platoons moncuvered in linc formation on cithor sidc ofr the cast
west rocdway until the sccond strecm wes erossed, The jungle growth thick-
oned ot this loeation, the infantry plotoons dicmounted ond moved chead of

tho APC's, Just oc the recon advonce continued Troop B beecame cngrged

with o lorge VO force., The 3d plotoon, Troop C reportod rceciving smell
orrs fire ot this scme time, _

The two dismcunted infontry pl-toons cnd company Ila were remounted
ond the trcop storted it move baek to BH 69 with the lst platoon, Troop
C in the leed. As the troop closud into the Bli 69 streng peiat the 3d
platoon wes hoovily cngnged cgoinst Viet Cong nutematic weopons firc coming
fron tho Nort: olong both sides cf tho rond, Vhite plospiiorcus morter
rcrnds or rifle grencdes begnn te £211 inte the crec. '

Upon orriving ct the cross ronds the infontry remcined nocunted initi-
211y but cs thoy wore being shot off the APC's the infe try CO requested
permission to dismount,. :

The infontry dismovnted and werce given instructions tc form o pori-
noter in the_some srecs’ ssaigned to. e, éavelry plotoon on which thoy were

" piding, The 3d platcon, Troop C with troop mortars shifted tc the north,

took the IM corngr cf the interscetion’, the 1st platoon the ME ond the 24
platoon the scuth side cf the sceendory rond in both sides of highwey 13,
Hoavy inconing firc contdnucd and nuncrous infontry wore wounded,

~ UNCLASSIFIED,
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C’ Prgo 2 (ecnt)

-

I saw the infantry compony FO gset hit by o white phesphorous rcund cnd cne
' of thoir pl~tocn leaders shot through tho noclk and killed clong with
his rodic operotaér, :

Tac troop wns then crdered te move north: along Iighwey 13 and relicve
prossurc cn Trcop B, Thore wos no rodio contoet with the infontry ot this
tino, heovy firc hnd thon pimned dowm and there wes insufficient time to
contoet the infontry lecdors on the ground for rcleading, The tr-op noved
nerth leaving clenents of the 3d platoon, tho troop morters and the infontry
capony (=) ot B 69, ‘

Ictor oo the fight cround SROXK Deng quicted dovm cond other clencnts
of the 1/18 Infontry begen to lond ot on Lz at coords ZT 721004 the lst
platocn brought B 1/18 ‘(-) forword tc the main battle ~rez (co-rds XT
724009), Tho ecompeny thon eonc under control of the CO 1/18 Infratry who
hed just orrived in the ~ree, The infontry compony took up irmedicte
positicns to the cast ~ad west of the highwey battle arec. Iater the conpony
conductod sweoping ccti~ns to tiic west,
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) . TS L ARE S VOt S
C DEPARTMENT OF /M§ ARMY

HEADQUARTERS 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION
AP0 San Franoiseo 96345

AVID-T ' 1 July 1966

SUBJECT: Ground Forces Commander's Daily Situation Report (SITREP)
300001 to 302400H Jun 66 (U) :

TOs Commanding General
" II Field Foree Vietnan
ATTN: G=3
AP0 96266

(”‘" 1. u) OPERATIONS SUMMARY:

& General: 1lst Inf Div engaged in a major battle in the -
EL PASO II operation 30 Jun., This was the !!'Battle of BM 69'' (Bench Mark
69) in the vicinity of XT7299., This engagement was with a VC force con-
 olusively identified as the 27lst VC Regt of the 9th VC Div, The battle
"~ developed when B/1/4 Cav, conducting a ROAD RUNNER operation along Hwy
13 north from HON QUAN to LOC NINH, made initial contact with an unknowm
VC force in the vicinity of XUT25020 at 0930H. Trp B received a heavy
mortar attack along the length of the column while in the viecinity of
YUT23020 at 0945H the trcop began receiving SA and AW fire and beoame
heavily engagel with what was then estimated to be 2 battalion size foroe.
Dhs VC were equipped with .50 cal MG's, two of the positions being located
and destroyad early in the acticn. A heavy volume of Trp B's organic fire
power, in addition tc artillary and air strikes were delivered into the
VYC posiiions, dug in and ooncaled on bcth sides of the rcads. 2/28 Inf
wag immadiately alerted and other elements of 1/4 Cav (-) were commited
to the Tottle. 2/18 Inf elements conducted an a2irmoble combat assault
into an LZ to tke N of the VO positions. The 5th ARVN Div elements res—
poriced immediataely by the timely arrival of Lt Col TUAN, Deputy Di-ision
Cormender to coordinate the employment of ARVN forces, Three CIDG oom-~
panies were dispatched to blocking positicns to the north. An AYC troop
and 2 occapenies of l/ 9 LRVN Regt were placed under the operatioral cca-
trol of the lst Inf Div and initally occupied bloocking pcsitions to tae
south, The ARVW and US forces clcsely tied in their flanks and began
constrioting ‘he area in a boxing-in noneuver on the NE, E, SE, £ =ad SWe
1/2 Inf conducted an airmotile assualt into LZ BIUE (XT670990) to <o
west anl begen sweeping to the east, The battmnlion that landed to the
noxrth (_2/16 Inf) begen sweeping fron that positicn against the ¥oeake
4Lrtiilecy, s7:, and helicopter gun ships played important cles and ros--
ponded in 2 minimun of tine to supply timely and acvuurate fires into ihc
O VC positions. Arned CH-47 gun ships were in the target area within 15
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into the VC posti~ns, To rin the maximun effectiveness fron the support-
ing fires, artiliery fires werc placed on one side of the road and air

- strikes on the ather side. 'The heavy volunme of air, ground, and artille

ery fire severelv mauled the 27lst VC Rest with the following results
attained: 300 VC KIA (3C), 300 VC KIA (Prob); & VCC; 40 weapons anéng
which were 2 57om RR, and 1 7,62 MG on wheels, This major engagenent
necessitated the rapid deployment of lst Inf Div forces and thus exten~
sive realignment of units wes made. Arny iir and Lir Force Airlif+ were
inmediately responsive to the requirments, and in a six hour period 5
plus infantry Yattalions, 1st Bde Hqs, and 2 artillery batteries were
successfully redeployed. 1/28 Inf was moved from SONG BE to QUAN LOI,
2/18 Inf (-) was helilifted from QUAN LOI to LZ 2. 1/2 Inf wes moved
fron PHGOC VINH to QUAN LOI, and further lifted into LZ BLUE. 2/ 2 Inf
noved by fixed wing fror L.I KHE %o QUAN LOI, C/2/16 Inf noved from BEAR
CAT to FPHUOC VINH. 1/16 Inf moved overland from A0 north of LaI KHE tack
to IAI Kii3, 4/9 33 Arty was noved (CH-4T) from SONG BE 4o QUAN LOI, ¢/
1/7 Airty was noved overland from QUAN LOI to HON QUAN, 1lst Bde CP was
moved from FHUOC VINH to QUAN LOI, Army Air supplied 30 UH~1D's, 3 CH-

4T's and 6 CV=2's in supprot of the operations and the Aif Foroe supplied
- 4 C=123's in sup crt of the division operations.

In addition USAF, USNF, and VNAF supported the division with
a total of 100 fighter sorties. 4 of these scrties were SKY SPCT missions
and 4 B-57 sorties flying seeding missionse Among the results of the

.0lose air support were (BDA) 1l 57um RR position and 3 maochine gun pesitions.

- (b) 1/18 ‘Inf: The battalion remained under the OPCON cf 1st Inf
Div and continued %o secure the MINH THAN base arca, Seourity was also
provided for the engineer work parties working in and around the air-
field area, Company S&D operations were conducted in AQ's BRANDY and GIN
with nesative contact, ' :

_ (0) Div Rear: 1st Zngr Bn had a command detonated mine set off
tutween wwu vohicles at 1710H in the viecinity of XT931080. No damage or
caczualtiss resulted and the fire was not returncd. '

(2; 1st Bde, lst Inf Div:

(a) General: 1st Bde CP moved to a forward pcesiton from
PHUOC VI %o QUAN LOI by airlift closing at 1530H. The brigade CQ assum=
el opeiwiional control of 1/2 Inf, 1/28 Inf, 2/18 Inf and 1/4 Cav (-) at
thas tine. 1/2 Inf was also airlifted to QUAN LOI, A total of 20 (-123
and CV-2 sorties were msed for the 1lift. At 1745H G/2/16 Inf arrived at
FIGCC VINE from BEAR CAT and assuted the mission of providing security
for the PHUOC VINE ‘ase camp perimiter.

(b) 1/2 Inf: At 1003H the battalion was alerted for air
move to QUAN LUI (X7€190). The first lift commenced at 1234H and the
kattalion closcd ~t 15303, The battalion then conducted an airmot:i e
assuwait into LZ BLUE (XT670995) at 1625H in support of the Battle of BM
69 wita the 2Tlst VC Regt of the 9th VC Dive The battalion closed into
the L. a% 1609H, A total of 54 sortics of UH=1D's were utilizZed. Co A
commc:iced movement to an objeotive in the vicinity of XU685005. Thezec
was negative contact ty the battalion. The battalion positions are as
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follows:t Hqs and Co C-XT676996, Co A-XU685005, Co B-XT685993. %The
vattalion astablished Gverhipht ambush sites &t XU685012, XU683%014,
x. 36849350 246G €270 ‘ o

(o) 2/18 Inf3 1/4 Cav (-): At 1550k lst co 28Suwcd
OPCON of both elements. In the earliest part of the day 1/4 Cav (=)
5 T 2,".’.'8 Inf nade c.ontact nd becime involved in & nrjor battle with
the 271st VC Regt-the Battle of il 69e Trp & CiLG WAdEr aev, 0. I
attack in thoe wbcinity of XUT725020 at 0930H while conducting & ROAD
RUNNYL ovweraticn north along Hwy 13 to LOC NINH, At 0945H Trp B te-
came heavily engaged with an estinated 400 V€ at XUT23020. The vC
were using morters, RR, AW and SA fire. 2 MG positions were spotted
and these were +50 cal MG's mounted on a chassis with wheelss Co C
2/18 Inf and Trp C were called in to relieve thec pressure on Trp B,
The VC appeared to be making an attenpt at 0950H to try and split the
Trp B colurme The VC were loocated on both sides of the road. Air
strikes and artillery fires were immediately employed, with artillery
on one side of %he road and air strikes on the othecr. This control
measure sllowed for the maximum use of supporting fires. Armed CH-4T's
answered the call for support and were on station at 0945He Orgenic
ground, air, and artillery fires were neavily poured into the VC pos-
itions nnd inflicted a heavy toll of the VCe Co B was moved by truck
from QUAN LOI to HON GUAN at 1030H. Co C became heavily engaged at
1039H,; while enwoute to Trp B's position, in the vicinity of XT720986.
Co A conducted an airmobile assualt into 12 2 (:{0724014) followed by
Co Ba Co A then pushed their attack to the south, staying on the west
of Hwy 13. The battalion CP displaced to LZ 2. ARWN elements assist-
ed in the opcration as 3 CIDG companies were cnployed to occupy blocking
positions to the south. Trp C maintained a blocking position to the SE.
1/2 Inf was airlifted into LZ BLUE (XT6799) to the west and commenced
S&D operations b the east against the blocks., Blocking forces continued
~anstricii.z the area and tied in their flanks to block-in the VC forces.
A11 coupiuics of 2/28 Inf and C/1/4 Cav were engaged with the heavy
¢yatact lacting until 1730He The VC foroe was a minimum of & regiment
and sc»sequintly found to be the 271st VC Regt of the 9th VC Div, Resulds
of the battle up to this time (2400H) are 300 VC KIA (BC); 300 VC K™A
(Prov); 8 VCC (wounded); 1iG; 2 5Tmm RRj 37 SA (rifles) s

(3) 24 Bde, 1lst Inf Divs

(a) Generals 2/16 Inf conducted a company size patral .
rorth of the brigade BEARCAT base camp with negetive contacte One com—
peny elso was airlifted to PHUOC VLM at 1725H where it was placed under
OPCON of 1st Bde, 1/18 Inf remained UPCON 1st Inf Div. 2/18 Inf also
placed under O2CON 1st Bdze 4/23 Inf continued operations under Crlall
9-66 (Operation UNICNTUWN) and continued S&D opcrations to the N of
BEARCAT with one companys.

(v) 2/16 Inf: Co A moved into an area north of BRLECAT
borniad by YT130025, YT139085, YT240080, YT240050, YT182010, ard YL 60T 4
to c¢3-duet comp rny size patrollings. There was negative contact. Co A
remninid in 3 owernight vositicn in the vieinity of YT1750T4e Co B =S
on standby es Yrisade RRF and Co C was alerted a* 1435H for a move tO
TUOC VINH, The airlift commenced at 1725H with Co C closing at 18134,
agarning the mission of base camp security.

-
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" (6) 4/23 Inf: The battalion seoured the RMK PTock quarry
and the SiaRCO eite with Co A. Co D continued S&D operations in the
area beunded ®y YT1104; YT1106, YT1304, YT1306. No enemy oontact was
made and the unit oocupied an overnight position in the vieinity of YT
110052, &and established ambush sites for the night. Co C conducted S&D
operations in area C (YT0416), btut with negative contact.

(4) 3d Bde, 1st Inf Div: ,

(2) General: The brigade TF dontinued their participation
in EL PASO ITI in the SONG BE AO. A battalion and 2 company airmobile
asssault was eonducted in the AQ and 2 artillery batteries displaced to
new positions (one airlifi).

» (b) 1/28 Inf: At 1000H 1/28 Inf conducted a ecombat asscult
from LZ RED to Obj 1,- Upon landing the ®attalion received socattered SA
fireces Patrols searched the area with negative results. . At 1020H the
vattalion was ordered to QUAN LOI, The battalion (-) was already on Obj
1 and Co A was still on LZ RED., Co A was moved to NUI 3A RA, The battal=-
ion (-) vas nmoved to NUI BA RA Airfield clocing at 1350H. The last lift
of Co C was lifted directly from Obj 1 to QUAN LCI. The battalion (=)
was then lifted from NUI BA RA o QUAN LOXI by UH-1D closing at 1620H.

Upon closing, the battalion ecame under OPCON 1lst 3dc.

() 2/28 Inf: At O900H Co B conducted a combat assault
into en LZ in tho viecinity of YU190134. Co B secured an area for arrival
of Bf1/5 Arty by CH-4T. At 1500H the battalion patrol found several well
camcuflased bunkers with good overhead cover. Several houses in the area
had tunnels under them, 1 bag of rice was found and des$royed. At 1510H

. ©/2/13 Arty mcved to NUI Bi Ri and eclosed 1545H. ARVN supplied trucks
and prcvided road security. Co A moved by foot from their overnight pes= -
1tlon to UT DA R Lirfield, closing at 1745H. The bxttalion (=) remained.
a_,;lmr B4 RA Kixfield. Co B and 3/1/5 Arty remained in the vicinity of
19190134,

(d) 1/16 Inf: The battalion continued their S&D operation
north of TAT KHE without contact, and at 1420H were ordered to return to
I.I KHE base camp, closing at 1TATH, Upon arrivel the btattelion assum=
eG responsibility -for security of the LiI KHE base canp. L

{5) 1st Inf Div LArty: IR . o

(a) Div Arty Pwd: B/1/5 hrty airlifted from the vicinity
of YU145072 to the vicinity of YU192130 olosing at 1040H. 8/6 ixty (~)
rrovided artillary spport for 1/4 Cav overation throughout the day. C/
177 irty eenvoyed e the- vicintiy af XT766897, olosing at 1400d. if2/33
urty wes airlifted fron the vicinity of SONG BE (YU145072) at 1735H to
‘the vicinity of XT6149C5. All tubes were in position at 1850H. 4/2/33
Arty was attached to 8/6 Arty. C/2/13 irty convoyed from the vicinity
of YU195037 to YU145327 and olosed at 1508He

(v) Laif SON IIs 1/26 Inf, in cooperation with 5th 2z0on
Co, 5th ARVN Div, and A/1/4 Cav, successfully sealed HOA THANH in the
vicinity of XT849137 at 0630H. The BINH DUONG Search Forces entered the
henlés, esscmbled a total of 159 men, ages 15-45, screened them ai Natiin-
el Eciice Hgs and searched the village. Three of thesc men were apnrehend=-
ed s they ettempted to leave the hamlet., Of the men soreened there ec:c
3 VS, lo draft dodgers, 7 deserters, and 4 males with false ID cards,
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¥Within the corden and search area, search forces apprehended 2 VC after
they were identified by PF soldiers in the hamlete. 4 total of 92 ville
agers were screened in the 969 interogation tents. The majority of the
peoplo wero uncooporative during the 969 intorviewss Ninoc names of VC
oporating in tho PHU HO village wese added to the blacklist. Both of' the
VCC wore om the blacklist utilized by interrogation teams. In the oper-

~ational aren, search forces discovered one tumnel which was destroyed by

a domo toame 4 hand gronados were found and destroyed and onc COMMUNIST
flag wns captureds Jpproximntely 450 people took part in the fostivid act-
ivitiess 205 people were trcated by tho MEDCAP toams. The VIS team pro-
vided PSY WAR movics and ricc was distributed in 2 kilo bags to 106 wll-
agerse Provinco youth services preparcd popeorn for thc childern and tho
Provinco Agricultural Sorvices propared 3 gallons of bulgar whecat for sam-
Plo distribution. Entortaimmont was also providod by the 5th ARVN Culture
al Toam and the 5th ARVN and RF Bands. Approximatoly 450 mcals were served
to the villagers. In addition, & raffle was conductod in which 7 villagers
recoivod propared gift pnckagose #1/16 Inf, while participating in the
soal of HOA THANH, pursucd 3 VC in tho vicinity of XT855135 at 0925H. Con-
tact was nover gained with the ffceing VC, however the company capturod
1 pistol belt and 2 grenndes whilo in pursuit.

be Plans Surmnry: e

(1) 1/48 Inf: Tho brttalion will continuo to provide sce—
urity for tho MINH THANH baso porimitor and tho ongincer work partics.

A company sizo S&D operation will be conducted in A0 BRANDY. 2/2 Inf ro=
mains OPCOM 1st Inf Div nnd maintains sceurity of the division baso mi
facilitics in the QUAN LOI A0,

(2) 1st Bdc, lst Inf Div: The;brigade will position forces
to prevent VC withdrawol into safc havens. 142 Inf sceurcs LZ BLUE for
arrival of 4/2/33 Arty with cne corpany NLT 0630H; 1/2 Inf (~) noves on
exis LEION to scizo and sccurc Obj 1 (XU698027) subscquent to scizure of
bridgo at XT683998 by 1/4 Cav (~); upon arrival on Obj 1 1/2 Inf (=) pro-
parcs to conduct combat patrols to tho northwest or to conduct heliborne
assualt into LZ PINX (XU594033) or LZ PURFLE (XT581961)s 1/28 Inf conducts
airnobile assult on LZ GREEN (XT616995) cormoncing 0900H and soizos Obj
BASEBALL (ZT623995)s. 1/28 Inf on ordor noves to LZ WHITE (XUS56037) n axis

FEACK; upon arrival %2 WHITE conducts conbat patrols with prinary attention

to tho southonst. 2718 Inf moves to and oceupies blocking prsition OONGO

(XUT07012) eormencing OS00H and propares to attack to tho west in cvent 172

Inf cstablishos contacts 2718 Inf prepares to conduct airmobilo assualt
on LZ PI'K or FURRLE on ordor. 1/4 Cav (=) noves on Reute HANK to secure
bridgo at XT683998 cormencing 0630H; continucs to move en Routo HANK to
seizo Obj SOCCER (XT674998); 1/4 Cav dotaches onc troop to sceure 4’ 2’33
and on order novos on Routc HANK to scizo Obj BASEBALL (XT623995).

(3) 2d Bde, 1st Inf Divs 2_’1% Inf will continue company
sizo patrolling of BEARCAT baso carp with Cc A and will nmnintsin €o B as
brigado RRFe Cc C will rommin attachod to 1st Bdoe #4723 Inf (-) will con-
tinue their socurity nission under OPLAN 9-66 (Opcration UNIONTOWN). Co B -
will complote S&D operations in tho vicinity of TT1205 and will be oxtrat-
od fron tho nron at approxinatoly 1200H,

P
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_ (4) 3@ Bde, 1st Inf Div: On 1 Jul B/1/5 Arty will be moved
frem their prescat loection to QU/EN LOI by CI-47., Upen comploticn of the nove
of B/1/5 Lrt, B/2/28 Inf will be noved te MUI BL RL Afrficld by UH-1D,

2/28 Inf will conduct loenl patrolling in the vicinity of IUI BA RA Adr-
fiold, 1/16 Iaf will contimuc to sceurc the L.I KE base corp crco.

(5) 1st Inf Div .rty: Div Jrty Fwd will continuc support
of Operation EL F.30 II. L/2/33 Irty will bc ciflifted to the vicinity
of XT669982 ot 05630H, B/1/5 .rty will bc airlifted fron the vicinity of
SONG BE (YU192130) to on LZ in the vieinity of XT814905. The PHU LOI Paci-

" fic~tion TF ceontinues Oper~ticn Léd SON IT with 1/26 Inf conducting SEC

operations cnd estoblishing overnight embush sites in cssigned 40's., Sccurity
will ccntinue to bec provided for cadre teans operctipng in Tl PHUOC ITU.NH
and BIFH CIUAF. 3/C/1st Engr Bn continucs constructicn of o rcad to ccnncet
Ti¥ PHOUC XHATI with Hwy 313 and rocdwerk south of Tl PHOUC XILIH.
ce linjor Unit Opcrcotions: ‘
(13 Opcrotion LAM SOF II: 1st Inf Div Jrty; continuing,
(a) Us LOSSES:
1 Porsomncl: 6 KIL, 71 WIL,
2 Equip Dornged: 2 z'..PC's/
(b) EN _LOSSES:

1 Porscancl: 8 KIL (BC), 12 KIA (est) total of
625 VCS os fcllows: 23 VO probation viclaters; 28 individunls on blocklists;
15 falsc ID cords; 44 descrtors (LQVEl, PF); 209 draft dodgzers; 307 VCS
held for interrogotion.

2 Equip Coptured: 5 S4; 1 syringo; 1 pistol belt;
various dccunents; 1-60m nortor boasc plate;y 15-60rm nortor rds; 2 bicyeles;
1 plestic gos mosk w/2 prckets of chordcals; 1 diory. ' .

3 Equip dcstroyed: & tunncls; 32 hand grenccess
5 bese corps; 900 rds Si; 12 rds 105mm, 7-155rm rds; 4 CBU bemblets; 3-

8 inch réds; 9 AP mines; 1 WP rocket; 15 rifle grenades; 5 huts; 3 rucksacks;
2 holnets; 3 wolls; 3 Lambrettas; 17 uniforns; 5 gel gasoline; 1 gt oilg
150 Ibs rice; scveral bcoby traps; 10 1lbs dono; 4=4.5 V botteries; 1 shelter

“half; 30 fexhcles; 15 pets ond pons; 2 cloymores; 1-201b bemb; 3 trench

systons with foxheles; 50 foot trops.
(2) Ogoration EL F/S0 II: 1st Inf Div; continuing.
(o) US LOSSES: T
1 Porscnnvl: 76 KL, 251 WIL., ‘
2 ZEquip Domnpged: 2 UH-1B; 6 UH-1D; 3 OH-13; 3 APC;
3 t-nks; 1 Cl-47; 105 rm hovitzcr,
3 Equip Destroyed: 1 LPC; 1CH- 47, 1 UH-1D,
L Eqiip Lost: 1 160 LG, 3 Mlé's, 1 PRC-25,
(b) EI’ LOSSES:
1 Porscmnmel: 533 KIL. (BC), 791 KIL (ost): 26 VCC;
61 VCS; 1 Rellicr.
2 Equip Destroyed: 27 8Lmr: rds; 33 60mn rds; -
2 155mm rds; 05t ris; 1-3.5 rocket; 1 AT mincy 2 Claymore; 2 4P nincs;
1 CBU bemblet; 22 bosc comps; 118 huts; 14 s-mpans; 172 bunkers; 2 hospitcls
6 tircs; 1-} ton trailer; 2 hond corts; 30 g0l souce; 6-5zal cons tobacco
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' 3 Eculp Copturc: 1522,5 tons riccy 5400 sleuts ting
25 tons s-1t; 16,5 tons dried fish; 1 60m nertor; 5 57L.u LRR; 79 .S; 184
croecdes; 64 60rm méritar ricy 9 IFGR rren-les; J,7o r’s Skj 1 LG-AZIEB- 1-
7.62 MG on wheels; 2 Pr .1zcrf~1. ts; 1000 gel lzcr'*sulo, looo cans scorincsg
500 hoe hezs; 600 =1 oil; 8000 *.Lum.r'un pcns: 300 1bs teo; 900 scup 1o ’los 3
20 koroscne stoves; 15 therrcs bottles; & b EIT; 2 typewritors; 1 weter pump
2-7 EP ncrors; 2 web belts; 1350 lbs i‘lr‘ur, 2 bi c,fclcﬂ' nuricrcus “ccuients;
nolicel supplics; kitchen foeilitics, .

ﬂ) ST_TISTIC.L SUIZZRY OF OPZRATIONS:
C. Objectivea: '
Province Lodoticn Tme M Init/T

Cl BINH DUOLG  XTgg5172  Sé&C LAM SO II 2314301 lky/Cont
C2 BINM LOIG XU735089  S&D EL FLSO II  021430H Jun/Cont
D, Force:
Contact
Unit Obi  Inti/Torn  Init By  Lir Spt  HGES

D1 1st Inf Div Lrty OC1 1000H/1020H Frl 0 0
D2 1st Inf Div c2 0930H/1930H  Frc Fi/Movy 0

F100/LF

L1E/iF

A NULF
K. Losses/Derere: .
Kl Encg
Unit  Sigze/ID RKIANVCE Vpns Limo .
D1 2/Unk 0/2 0 . 0
D2 Rogt/271st 300 (BC) /, 2 57m RR, 1 0

| 300 (est) /° 7.62 Hyy 1G
37 SiL
K2 Enory: None
X3 Frionlly:
Unit  Sizo/ID KL AIL/Cote  ITL Wpng 4mo
D2 Rogt/27sst  10/66/0/0 0 0.
X4 Frienlly:
Structurcs lihterial
Enii - Sizo/ID .&ﬂ.@.&.""‘ Dgst/Dony Loc_ '
D2 - Regt/2et——0f0- -1 UH-1D,2UH-1D, o - ,
1 tonk
2 LPClg
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K5 Totdl frion'ly initictc? srnll unit ncticas w/o contect: 42

K54 TFriondly initinte’ sroll wnit contacts: O

W i TRUE COPY¥

DEPUY
ilnj Cen

/s/ VILLLI: G Y.RBOROUGH
/t/ WILLLIM G Y.RBOROUGH
Cpt, Lrmor
S3 Air
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BATTLE OF 9 JULY 1945

Intelligence sowrces had indicated tiat there was a Viet Cong Reginent
in the IIMH THAN arca, The US 1lst Infantry Division irmediately mede plang
to £ind and fix the wnit, WYord lcaled cut thot s small unit would procced
to MO TIA on the AN LOC KITI TR Road, but actua’ly plons were moce
for a heavy crmor task forée to moke the trip,  Froplanned cir strikes
and artillery fircs were included in the planning,
The 1st Scuadron 4th Cavelry (=) deported AN 1OC ot 0700 hrs 9 July
with Trp C leading followed by Trp B Co B 1/2 Inf wns corricd on the squadron
wvehicles., They werc divided up so as to provide scven (7 ) men on cach

(1113, It was folt that if contcet were mode it would be in the vieinity

of position DICK, o bridge ot XT 694751, With this in mind ¥rp C moved wit
a platoon on coch sido of the road in an cchelon formotion and ouc plntoon
in column on the road, The unit conducted o heavy rccomircissance by fire - -
2s it moved clong. ‘ : ~

At 0900 hrs Trp C approached the bridge and dcployed on both sides of
tho rond to provide covering fire for thc infantry. The infontry dismounted
at this point to zo forwerd cnd cheek the bridge for nincs ond boeby trops.
Aftcr thoroughly checling tho arca cround the bridge for nines cnd boovy
traps, Troop C moved out, this time in column formntion with all throc
plotoons on the rond. A preplanted cirstrile went in =t positien TO, o
rond junction at XT 663736 uhile o GO-GO0 ~ircroft rccommed the creo o the
southwest of TOH, The G)-GO aireraft, o CH-47 helicopter with 4 col .50
mnctinegims, o 40m ~reande louncher oné 2- 7,62mm mechinoguns, wne being
£icld tcsted in the Republic of Viectnom at this tinec. Despitc the orduacice
drcpped on the nosition the Viet Cong did not reveel their prescaceé ot this

‘tinc, At opproximctely 1106 hours Lt Jock Lyens, lst Pt Idr of Trp G,

rerortod thot his lend vehicle hod cpotted 10 VI porsonncl rumning ceross tiw
L)

rond, TFive minutcs later he roported that 10 nore lad run across the recd
ond he wos toking them under fire. This scomed to scu off the ontire

" ambush, Tac lead vehicle of ‘this time wes in the vie XT 682743,

. .Lt Lyons deployed his plstocn, putting the moin firepower of his tenks

ir the dircetion of thc flecing cneny. Tic whcle ecolurm wms rceeciving intenso
autonctic woopons, srnll orms, rocoiless rifle and mertor fire, Cpt Steve
Siattery Trp C comrander cnlled for on oir strilie and the tir forece
rosponded vith linpaln along the rond, '

e The forwerd cir controller at 1120, rcported te the.Squadron Corrnnder,

LTC Loon~rd Lowcne thot 16 hnd sichted the VO on the nerth side of tho road
an? wes bringing tocticel 2ir in on thenm, Cpt Slottory reported t» LIC Lewenc
thot the roor of his colurm wes: being hit hord by rceciless riflc and

- nertar fire,

‘Cpt David Kelley, Trp B cormander moved his troop forward into the
battlo arco ofter receiving the’cormnnd fron the squedron corrwnder., Opt

" Kelley sont his sccond plateon forwnrd cnd he inmedintely lost his plt
leader, It Benjorin Phillips, and the Tlt Sgt PSG Reberto Quijeno, due to

dircet rortor hits, The sceond plotson tank scetion leader SSG Chester

- Fornol- tock charne of thic plotecn and meved it forwerd to assist Troop-Co

Cpt Kelloy instructed his .third plat on loader, Lt Richorc Wroe, tc
socurd cn creo for nmedical ovecuntica for wounded. The GO-CO aireraft
received several hits onl woat Jowm in the vieinity o thie Dust=Off orce,
This crea wos sti) roceiving stnll arms and nmortar fire. Sgt. John Blair
a vehicle corinder in the third platoon of Troop D wos running chort of
crrumition and hnd "burnod up® his .50 ccl mnchinegun, Using his :
initintive he took kis vehicle up to the downed GO=CGO ~nd cequired one of
thoir 50 cclibers ~xl o supply of armumition, :

: 1
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He made several trips bringing armunition up to resupply the vehicles.
Meanwhile at the -oint of heeviest contact, SSG Alfread Trp C, 1lst Plt
scout section leader reported sighting several VO moving o recoiless rifle
trying to get it around to his flenk, S5G Dreitechinder, in the lead tank,
attemptod to take it under fire, ile wos mortally wounded by a snipers bullet
as he attempted to take it under fire, Lc was mortally woounded by a snipers
builet as he attempted to raisc himsclf up from his Cupolo for a better
look, UG Alfread wes wounded shortly thereaficr but remained bohind his
vcapon, rallying his crowmembers to rcpel the VO attack,

The Dust-Off arcc was becoming jommoed with vchicles ond Cpt Slatterey
ordcred his sccond platoon lecader It Stanislas Reczek to take chorge.

With able assistance of SCG Guy Xiliingsworth of Troop B Lt Reczck got the
Dust-Off crca operationg smoothly and started the combet vohicles bock to
the front, '

Col Lewone, upon sccing the dircction of the mnin otteck, roported: this
to thc Divigion Corrander who sprang the rest of the troop, tiwrce infontry
battalions poiscd to cut off the retreat of the battercd VC forcc, Witk
cir on the north, crtillery on the south adding to the tromendous firec powcr
of the cavelry unit on the ground, the VO soon broke contcet and fled.

The 1/28 Inf londed to the north ond attoeked in 2 southwest dircction
vaile the 1/18 Inf londed and worked closely with the 1/4 Cov (-).

B ond C were given the mission to sct up o blocking position from XT 693~
750 to 6507283, - ' '

Troop C (2ir) hod been providing flonk rceomncissance and fire supnort,
and wes siven the mission’ to. put their Acro Rifle Plotoon in ot position
DICK to ROH with Troop C ~t the bridge site. . '

The fighting hnd losted for anproximately three hours resulting in
Anoricen losscs of 12 KIA's and 51 WIA's, Thc 272 Regiment: vhich wes cngoged

suffered 276 XIA (BC) ~nd 300 (cst) XIA, Troop C hnd 4 APC's destroyod.

Y

Firc Support

At the tine troop C mede contret, o proplamcé air strike wes cbout to
be put in forwerd of their position, This was quickly reverted to tic orco
wicre eontact hrd beon mode.. Thoe FAC requested immedicte air and there
w~g constoat nir covercge throughout the battle, Thorc wes ot leost one
artillery cbscrver in the oir ot all tires, The firc support had been
split up prior to contret oand the air worked thc southc sidc of the rocd
ond loft the north side do the artillery. Gun tecms £illed in between
sortics ~nd concontrotions. The CH-/7, GO-GO, providcd heovy firc before being
shot dowm, - : -

' Results
Fricndly Losscs: : . )
' Troop C ' Troop B
12 KIA

.39 WIA ' 21 WIA
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» : 3atile Expericnces 9 July 1955

Corz ~rcing 02ficer, Troop C

.0 ocxccute o division sizc recon in forcc mission in thc crea south of
47 10C and west of Highwoy 13, The mnin axis of ~dvonce wos clong tac
MON TUAT! Road, This rood is o sccondory loterite rocd whieh wns in
oxcollent condition during the operation, It oxtonds from the southern
nortion of the XA CAT Rubber 71 ntotion ot coordinate AT 77,4801 throngh

On tho norning of 9 July 1945, the lst Squrdron 4th Covelry (=) moved

socondery wndersrowth cné over two scmi-fordable strecms to the cntronce

of the lidnh Thonh rubber Flentction aron ot coordinates AT 638706,

Tho Squadron moved from its perimcter ot the AN LOC nirsirip with Troop

C lording followed by Troop, ST time was corly morning cpproximately
0730,

ne SU,  Lir support wms rendily cveilable with cn aireenp over tihc cols
ané on airforce L0 riding in the squodron CXC holicopter.
Troop C moved south of Iwy 13 to o RJ ot XT 760847 vhere the troop
prococdol. weet =nd south nlong sceondrry laterite plentotion roods to ¢
- holding cron ot approximete coards XT 745808, :
Q ‘ Troop C crder of march and formation were ng follows:
~1st Flntorn, CF group w/CO's APC 1edic AFC

Artillory wits vere pre-positioned to support the scundéron move to

then

2d Platoon, 3¢ platocn and He (o) group consisting of Cperations/Comm AIC,

&AVIB ond lointen-pec scetion AIC,
The troop VIR hod bocn left =t the iiinh Thonh plontotion during os
~oorlier operntion, The fleme thrower trock (Zippo wos interrated into

_ the tacticcl formation of the 1st platoon, Tactiezl formeation thrcughout

the mojority of the cperction congisted of the lst plotcon flarking tic
rood woy om the right or west ond NW of the rocd, the 2d plotocn on the

left

or Fast, scuth ond SE of the road, The CP group, 3d platcen ond Trocp ilg

(=) fcllowed by v-ricus distances along the rondwey with the Troep CF
group gencrally alined with the reor vehicle of the flouking rlatcons,
Three tonks werc ~veiloble for this operction;y cne frenm the 1lst platoon
aévaneed nlong the rocdwey, the other two tonks led their respective fla

e
1L

plotocn fcrmntions. The 3d platocn did not hove tenks. The squadron (=)

hod intezroted cloments of Cempeny B, 1/2 Inf Bn intc troop formiions
cn 7 July giving o totnl of six fighting trocpers cboord coneh trock,
Al+%-uch it is impossible tc nerrote the sepornte cctirns of eithor ott

~ched

inf-ntry or orgonic eavolry trocpers, it must be scid thet these infontrymen

clapted quickly ond cxecllently to eovalry troop tadtics and £ ught exec
ingly well, ‘ v :

SCee

Hith the tro.p helted in the preerccon pesiti.ms, artillery proporations
wore fixcd cleng the reute of advnrce, Poor weather deleyed pre=plonning

airstrikos cpproxizntely an hour, Thc Troop romeined in this helding

positicn at cocrds XT 745808 for slightly sver on hour until tho low coiling

-lifted,
. - LTC Lewmne, Scucdron €0, save the order to meve cut cond Tre:p C in
o deployed formaticn, moved south on’ then SW paralleling the rondwmy,

Ag the tro-p left the scuthern cdre of thc rubber, the undoerbrush and jungle

groswth beeamo sc thick that the lst platocn wes uncble t moicuver in o

flanking formrtion on tho right of the road.,. The plato-~n rutvrncC to the

O-advr.;— and rroceade? SW in o coluwrm formtion aleng the road.

-
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Soo the 22 plotocn, bocouse of cxtrenel linited visibility ond thiek jungle
growth, wes forced to return to the rood fren its leof flonking fornntion.
Tho. troop oontinued in this posturc for approxin~tely 2,100 ncters.

The troop returned tc its flanking welge fornntion ceprroxinately ot
coords XT 730786, This wedge formotioh was continued by Trocp C for several
hours as the Squadron (=) ccnfucted its reecn mission along the axis of
advence, Recon by fire was omployed by tho flanking platoons. Fo return
fire was rccecived ond no oncry activity observed, During this time artillery
proporations were being fixed scverel thouscnd neters in sdvance of the tro-p's
loc” elemoents., The cffcctivencss of this fire could be obsorved along the
rondwey, Firc toams and an armed Chinook wns meking passes clong the road
in front of tho troop, Overhes? there were rmeny LOH's and other cormond and
obscrvation aireraft, Howover, no signs of engmy cctivity were observed.
The codvance ccntinued in this nonner without ineident until the troecp
recchdd o position shcrt of Objective DICK on the bridge site at coords
XT 694751. ' ‘

Upon arrivel at coords XT 698754 the trrop assunmed o box formation with
tho 31 platoon deployed facing west, the flanking platoons deployed te the
north and south respectively cnd the Troop Hq ‘sccuring the reor of the
box ond mointaining contoet with the trail trocp - Troop B, Artillery
rreperations followed br airstrikes werc used in softening up tho bridge arca.
A porticulerly cffoctive nopeln strike was cmployod to burn out dense under-
growth along the left side of the road adjocent to the bridro. Following
the strikos the 3d platoon supported by overwrtching tonk fire, with two
cngincer nine swooper/Cenclition teans atteoched, ropidly noved forwerd in
¢ nountcd posturc to the bridsc sides of the brilfe, o quick chock wns n~co
for donclitions cnd thon the 3d platocn leader, PSG Torres crossed scveral
APC's to ~7¢ forco on the for side of the bridge. Extonsive sccuting ninc
sweepin: and cheeks were rede of the bridge on surrounding crecs. No
ovidenee of cnery cctivity wes found., The bricdrc was in pcod eondition and
would foeilitote the crossing of hoovy crmer,

During this tinc the TC of C19 reccived o noderately scrious srell

~1ibcr bullet round in one of his legs. Ho inecming rounds hed been heard

in the croa, clthcush o gun tecn hod just node o pess cnd it was folt thnt

the non ho@ becn hit by o troy slug., It is entircly probable thit le could
hove been wrunded by ¢ hidden cnery sniper. '
Upon socuring the bridze ot DICK, the 1lst and 24 platocns respectivoly
were ropidly noved forwerd across the bridge and into blocking positions
2long oither side of the rondwey ot epproxinnte coords XT 688748, It wcs
1-te nid norning by this tine, '
At this tinc -~ radic nessage wos received fron the Squadron CO, to
spocd. vp the opercticns, Becouse of time foctors and the thick junclo-
crowth the troop reverted te o cclurm fermntion, os deseribed ocorlicr, ond
zgvcd gu't. te the SW towar?s Objoctive TOM or the RJ ot BH 59 (corras XT
37371, '
The advonce continue? withcut incicdent untillthe lead plotoon lezder,
Lt Lyons (15t PItccn) Toportod 5t~ 7 VC's running ceross tlic roal fron risht
tc loft ot cpproxirote coords 671740, He quiclkly rcported o croup of
20 VC runnin/ in the scme Circetion, Beth these groups were irmedictely
takon unter fire., This infcrmntisn was ropidly reportecl. It wos soon follownd
by roports of inconing smll orrs, then cutenntic weoprns firc

2
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chic.ly the lead olencnts deployel and were cnysged by cm.ny nertor ol
onti=tonk fire, As onemy cont-ct developed ropidly the wer? wns cassel to
tho Squrrrﬂﬁ CO, <thot “this wes it%l A lor-c VO Feree bl beun contacted
just short of objcetive 10, Froecisc detoil nerroation of the battle is cox-
trenely Gifficult heecuse of tho lock of cbscarvoticn, losc of coataet with
vehiecles and kil'e” and wom.x,-.ea.’. leclers ond wehicle cmr Falg oru.

- The Squalron CO requestel o ’CuO roaination cs to whieh side of the read
the mein concentraticn wos loe~ted, Initinl’y this was difficult to o=
ternine beenuse of the trenendous volurm of fire being put cut by 211 the
de'ﬂloycd ArC's, Reports were made thot the VO were ~tterpting 4o cross the -
road ot the front of the colunn fron richt tc left, A77iticnel reperts
viore rceeived of Leavy e;_cvy fire being rececivel ot thwe reor of the troop
an? comine from the left sile of the road, Initizl Jdet-rminction wes mnle
that theé main VO force ims located cn theleft or south sicde of the road
Soon ~fter this, as accurcte casuclty counts, coneisc reports con? cericl
obscrver reoperts tollled up; it was detormined thot enerny forecs were
concentrated on the rigcht or W side of the road. Artillery firc wes
rcconcentrated in this arca and its Qevastating offoct could be obscrvel
b7 the ground troops

Airs trikes were mnc“ ctely enlled in on the loft sile «f the roa
Thoy were continuous an’ cxtrenely cffective, cspeeiclly the Slqrg.lc’.crs -
napeldn runs and scvercl of the CBU atitocks

Artillery bnrrorcs were devoted to the richt side of the road, They
renged both up end Jown the troop cclurm and in an? ocut fronm thc roadwey.
‘ires vcre brougi't in qtitc closo to tac troop AFC's but no dorope wes
sustoined by fricndly forces

During this pericd swcrg.l CS ~os drops were mde fron lhelicepters cf
Troop C (air) 1/4 Covalry. Those provided oxtrencly cffective. The ros
drifte” over the rocdwey onl settled clong the densc jungle cm the W -2
the APC's along the roc.d. Initis1lly sone sliclit concora developes in cortein
nenbers of the troop, this was qu:x.ckly cverccne aixl the CS concentration in
the troop bottle ~rea wes net sufficicent to ccousc "1L.sLi.nL,

A plote n lovel approcch tc the Jete 11 combet ~eticng storts initially
with the lst ploteen, the lead plotoon, The lst platcon wes leadin~ with
two tonks, This plotron reccived the brumt of initial cnery fire, The
TC of the lend tank wes Xille! irmecdistely by o bullet round in the head,
So'n aftor the platcon le~Zcr reported his scout scetion out of acticn,
Ictg.r it wos lecrned thet the scetinn leader and 28 squal loader were
ki1led ond eosucltics sustaine” on 211 vehicles,

The cttachied infantry HCO's remanne? the TC positicns where pessible,
Socn the platcen leoder was hit by frorments in the L.co, ncck and heod,

He was cvoeuntod by his platoon SGT, BSG Crawfors, who tock commnnl of thu
slatrone The 1st ploteen ot this time wes reeciling under the pressurc of
heavy cnony fire, PSG Crowiord retuvrned to the ferefront of the colurm,
initiate? ceticn to romon the loot tonk and cavsed the lst plotcon to held
its owm ot the load of the treop colurm, The TC of the flene thrower track
wos sericusly vounled ~naf plece? in the melie APC, The flome thrower ATC
continued tc £irlt virercusly, Under “irection of the Troop CO, PSG Crovicrd
had his zippo oxgond its nepeln along tho rirht oide of the rocd ot cbout

a 25 degree angle with the rocdwey, C-13 , the serut scetion leader's
volidcle wrs Jcwm to o two mon ercow as it roturne? {ron the Dusteoff or
odical ecllecting: poirt at the reor of the cclum, It wos hit by onti-
tonk fire anl wes scon burning, likewisc C=19 was hit by cnemy fire ~iscbled
~ns wos socn surning, about niu-wy an- _the eclurm- just off the road,
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Cj 4g the fight continue’ the 1st platcsn hod beth tanks in full operation along

with the four APCl's, Ther Lnd logt Zevr TClg 1-illel,

The CP sroup wes. split upon initinl VO erntret co tho molie AFC begon
collectings: the wounded oend talmdins thon to o collicetic/cvocuntion point
with the troop Eq (=) rreup. C-56, tic Troop CO's trocl, woe initicl’y in
o position at the roar of the lst platocn AFCls then ~rion~ lead cleoncants of
the 22 platcon, All trocks were constoatly moving ond recdjusting positions
to avoil anti-tonk ond nerter fire, The nojority of platoon vehicles
rorcined on one silc of the roa’ or the other in their herringbone positions,

LY

The commonder's tracly, C=66 wcs constontly on the move to both sides of the

roct. The second pl-otoon wes lecdings with tank C-25, cormnnled by the platoon

sergecnt, 3SG Wilsc:, This plotoon reacted quickly ond effcetively to close
on tie 1lst platoon, dcploy and loy down o heovy volume of tonk, 50 caliber
an? 7,62 oochine gun ond 1779 fire, C-25 tank monouvered along both rides of
the road firing EE end connister into suspectéd locations., It wos hit in
the turret by either anti-tonk or rifle grenacde fire, The TC was noderctely
injured and forced to cvocunte the tank, This tonk was repidly renonned by
SSG Born anC continued tc fight well Juring the remoinder of the battle.

The 22 platocn AFC!s were well Jeployed alons cither sile of the roed in

o tirht formeotion, They providel the steble center of scctor for the troop
column,

Sinco contoct wes lost with the melic APC, pernicsion wes civen for the
20 platoon to collcet wounded and return to the duste~off crca in ono of the
fishting corriers. Unon return of tiic cvecuction traclk to the platoon o
report wes mnde thot C-23 had been hit by the 20mr connon fire oad that
C=29 hod sustoined several cati-tenk round hits cnd was Jisabled with o
the crow killed or woundel., The 20 plotoon continued to firec cggressively
an concentrated it fircs on the risht side of the road, ILoter os the cnery
witiadreow, cleoments of the 23 plotoon with Lt Rezek; the plato-n locler,
nove. to the Dusi-Off site, consolidoted ond noved the wounded to & new
Dust~0:C lceation at objective DICK, west of the bridcc,

The 30 ;latoon wes hit by cnony fire from both sides of the road
irmedintely after the action initiated in the lst platoon arce, This
platocn wes wnchle to closc in the 24 plotoon in o tisht formntion., A
cap of about 300 neters Jeveloped betweca these lotoons cs the fi-hiting
procrosse’, The 3¢ platoon scon was in o heovy enpasenent of its own
crend the AVLIB, the troop ilg proup ond ca srmed Chirool which hol been shot
dowm on the roddwey, This pesition, ot cecords XT 687746, becore o strong
point and the initinl Dust-Off sitc, The 3¢ plotocon fousht to pretect the
croving nunber of cosunltics which were accuwrmloting at the Chinook or GO-
GO site, In the precess the platoon lost twe trocks tc cnti-tonk fire, -
Thesc tracks 2lsc burned, Fortunately the gop Detween the twc ; lotoons
w~s nover coptilelized wyon by the VO ond the troop wes net split. The roode
ronined opea but lLeavy fire wes roccived from this creca, The troor hend-
qucrters (=) croup is incluled with the 30 plotoon hecouse they fouvrht the
ongesenent IR tNS BRI locoticn, in¢ erelr of the LVLE fove o ool aceount
for themsolves, they moncuvered the vehicle continucusly and uscd mmclhine
cun fire and greacdes to Meep the cneny ot o Jistonce. This veldecle wos
nct Jrogeds  The mointencnce sceti-n fousht their 4PC os o pun track and
covere? the nedic 4PC oxd the operaticns/commo APC (C50),
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SFC Dennis, commo chief worked his 50 caliber naggle cun and the raios
alternately and loaded rony wounded into his track. Ie lept reports flowing
and called in the initial Dust-0ff evocuvations, The area of the dowmed ‘
Chinook became too "hot? for Dust-07f's, The VIA's were ploced in the medic
APC for cover and beside the various Jiring APC's, This accounted for the
loss of contoct with the medic track. Scverzl of the medics werc wounded
whilc they ccred for the wornded and one burned scriously whon he cntered
onc of the burning £iC's to roscue wounded,

Troop B clcments beron to cater the fighting zonc and advanced up
Troop C's herringbone colurm taking up firing positions. Scveral of the
vchiclos closcd the gop botween the 2d and 3d plotoons. Ioter the comnmending
officor of Troop B, Cpt Kyles, come to the forwerd location of thc 1lst ond
24 plotoens with & full cavelry plotoon. Thesc vehicles took up firing
psositions with the mojority of the fire being placcd od the rocdway.

At this timc in coordinction with the CO of Troop D (air) the Dust-Off
ond rosupply sitc wns rcestoblished to the UE of the dowmed Chinook ot
Objoetive DICK, This crca wes relotively froc of cnemy fire ond hed o
lorger croc which could nccomodate scvercl helicopters. This necw site
romiined the cvocution and resuprly point throughout the rest of the bottle
cnd during the rcorganizotion phasc.

Vith Troop B well disposcd aloag the roadwey and recon clements of
thot Troop pushing to the SW, Troop C wes ordered to phase back its forces
to objcctive DICK with the assigned mission of sccuring thet crea, pro-
tceting the bridge and resupplying, the platoons moved beock in order: 3d,
1st ond 24, A1l wounded werc tolen dircetly to thc Dust-Off gite ~nd ~11
decd covocuated nbocrd AFC's to thnt ~rea. Resuwply ond re-crning begon
immedictely. Supnort wns tremendous! Flenty of crmo of cli ldinds, rcploce-
nent weapens, medicol supplice cnd support porsomncl -were breught into DICi:,
Tho troop wcs joined by the Squadron Hondeurrtors AFC scetion clong vith
tho 15577 Squodron nedic track, with surgeon. Troop D {eir) Lero Nifle
Pl:toon wos landed and cttoched to Trecop C ot Dick in the late aftornoon.

During this pericd lorger reinforecnments had nlso crrived in the inmod-
icto battlc cren in the form of tiw 1/28 Infrntry, which wos airlifted to
DICXK ond swept SW cleng tihc rigit position of the road; and cn ARV AYC
Troop (with on RF Cenpcny) which closcd on the castern cdge of DICX in
ald=aftornoon, The R Cormprny sceurcd the LZ ot DICK for scveral hours
by pushing cut o considercble distonece into the densc undergrowth on cither
side of thc rood and the streon line, This allowed Troop € tc resupply
and reorn ropidly, The ARVE APC Trocp lotor moved to sccurc the dowmed
Chinook fcr the night.

As the oftornoon ¢row tec o close Trocp C hed cempleted resupply,
rocrrennont, Closs 1 ond wos in o tocticenl posture for futuro nissicns, The
troop wes given orders tc ROI, at DICK, sceure the bridge cud ostoblish
the forwerd squadron CF, Tho troop dispesiticn consictod of the 3¢ platocn
ond & riflo squad sceuring the bridge and the orea to the cost of the bridze.

e 24 pletoon ond the Acre Riflc plotoon (=) on the scuth of left side

of the rocd with crphnsis cn the thick underbrush ncer tiwe road, The
brttle doy caded with the troop in tho cbove described posturc at Objcctive
DICK,

The fcllowing loserns lenrned ~ro fermost in pind duritn the preprro-
tion of this rerraticn; flome threver AMC's (Zippl) should be kept under
dircet control of the troop €O, The lcction of the oncmy conceatroticn
rmst be quickly dctormined by triops en the grownd os well ns coricl cbservers.
A heovy initicl bosc of fire on 211 suspected o @W izl tc goin |
fire supericrity ropidly in cny cttorptod anbushy [ . gl Q ] F ’FN :
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dppste 5wl be arployed ALl upon determinction of the enermy concen-
cetions, Troel: mountel Zipo serviece units shouvld accompony the éolumn,

llgdic 4:C's should not be utilized as a "storehouse® for wovnded, but

(%-:3 4 in constont simtile citvecn the firtting arce and a Dust-0ff site, A

. 8t=CIf resupply sire must be cotoblished and controlled by operationcl
and nediecl nersonncl in ¢ rcosonably sceurc areca onco cnemy contcct is
nele, liediccl evocuntion from thc Lottle sroo must be controlled br smoll
unit lecders s well os mediecl clecring personncl,
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