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mm"rvn OF THE BATTLZ OF SROK DONG
- 30 JUNE 1966
mmowc'rxou (v)

The 2718t Viet Cong Main Force Reglment was defeated on 30 June
1965, ncar the village of SROK DONG in one of the classic engcgements
of the Vietnan conflict, In continuing their efforts to repel the 1st
Infantry Division from the EL PASO II area of operations, the VC
attempted to ambush Troops B end C, 1st _Squadron, 4th Cavalry and

Compsny C, 2d Battalion. 18th ;nfantry. As & consequence, the 271st
Regiment suft’fﬁﬁ"ﬁea;& lossés and was soundly defeated.

BACKGROUND (U)

Operation EL PASO II commenced on 2 June 1966 when intelligence
indicated that three Viet Cong and one North Vietneomese regiments wexe
poised to resume their "Monsoon Campaign" by attacking GVN and U,S.
Special Forces compounds in IINH THANH, HON QUAN, LOC NINH, and 3ONG BE.
Because of this threat, Commanding General, II Field Force, Vietnan,
directed one infantry and one artillery battalicn be deployed to 10OC
NINH to strengthen the defenses in this area. Subsequently, additional
elements were deployed by CG 1st Div until by mid-June the majority of
the division was operating throughout BINH LONG and PHUCC LONG Provinces.

- 1st Infantxy Division troop dispositions as of 300600 June are indicated
ot attached map 1, Two significant engagements had been fou:iht with
the VC prior to 30 June. On 8 June, Troop A (+), 1st Squadron, 4th
Cavalry had spoiled an ambush on Route 13, set by the 272d VC Main
Force Regziment while passing through TAU O, en area between CHON THANH

- and HON QUAN., ‘/hen the 4-hour engagement ended the VC had lost 105

- KIA (BC) with an additional 250 probebly. killed, The second signifi-
cant enzozement invoived elements of the 2d Battalion, 28th Infantry
and CI) forces in the Battle of LOC NINH Plantation on 11 June.1966.

. One -battalion of vhe 273d Main Force Regiment was emplaced in trenches
end heavily fortified bunkers. but after massive artillery end moriar
fire and air strikes, the positions were overrun. VC losses were 98
KTA (Bc) and 150 KIA (Probable).

" For about two weeks the 24 Battallon, 18th Infantry Wluh the
1st Squadron, 4th''Cavalry (- ) had the mission of securing the division
base at HUAN LOI and the HON: QUAN .airfield. From 8 June, the cavzlry
squadron h."d been performing reconnaissance to the east, south, south=-
west. and to the north 1limited by the destroyed bridge on Route 13
at’'XT 722973, In coordination with ARVN forces the banks of the
stream were prepared to permit emplacement of an armored vehicle
launched br1dge (AVLB) just to the left of the one that had been
damaged, iAn operation was planned in conjunction with the emplacement
of the AVLB, to commence on 30 June., The squadron plan was submitted
to Lt Col Herbert McChrystal, Commanding Officer, 2d Battalion, 13th
Infantry, and was approved for operations in the area indicated o:
maps 2 and 3, The mission assigned to Lt Col Leonard Lewane,
Commanding Officer, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry, was actually threefold.
" First the squadron (-) was to cross Check Point GOLDEN GATE. {AVLB)
and proceed north along Route 13 conducting a reconnaissence. in force.
Troop C was to operate in area of operation BISEBALL while B 'roop
would in;tlally operate in FOOTBALL and later in TENNIS, Second, B
Troop, in conaunction with operations in. TENNIS, would escort an /
. engineer scoop loader from LOC NINH, back to Check Point GOLDEN GATE.
Third, the operation was to deceive the enemy as to the actual area
in which the division was planning to operate in the near future,
Both troops were to close back into HON QU&N by 1930 on 30 June.
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Troop B would have one platoon of C Company, 2d Battalion, 18ti.
Infantry attached, while the remainder of C Company would move with
C Troop. The 2d Battalion, 18th Infentry maintained B Company on
alert as the rapid reaction force. With final planning completed,
__the operation would begin on 30 June.
The vegetation in the area of the contact is wooded on both
v« sides-of -the-road.. .The only open areas are rice paddies, some stream
~~1ifled;-and-emall -dakese - -Even, Berg, therg is adequate concealment due
to the chést-high grass. There are heavily forested areas as indie
cated on map 3 and the sketch maps, with the trees 150 - 200 feet
w - . high, Although movemenht in the grass is difficult to observe from
- : the ground, it can be observed from the air except where the terrain
is heavily forested. The chest-high grass comes up to the shoulders
of the road. The weather at the time of contact was clear and hot.
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THE BATTLE OF SROK DONG (U) - '

On 30 June, Troop B, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry, with attached
1st Platoon, C Company, 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry and AVLB section
departed the squadron perimeter at HON QUAN enroute to Check Point

 GOLDEN GATB. The column was located at the bridge site by 0859 hourse
Troop C was to depart HON QUAN at 0730 with C Company (-)e. However,
« ... ‘this column was delayed until Troop C could reorganize after the
“ " gearch operation conducted until 2400 hours the previous night, At
0910, the column crossed GOLDEN GATE with B Troop leading and pro=-
~ ceeded north on Route 13 to the operational areas specified in the
order, Upon arrival at Check Point 1, the 3d Platoon with the »latoon
of infantry turned east and conducted a reconnaissance to the ford at
Check Point 2., Due to the depth of the ford, the platoon retraced
i the route to Check Point 1, turned north on Route 13, passed through
-the 1st Platoon, and continued north. Order of march was now 3d Pla-
toon with attached infantry, Troop Command Group, 2d Platoon, and
1st Platoon, _ ' ' _
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. eveenee .. TToop.C, turned west at Check Point 1 and proceeded to the first

“‘"‘”“"‘"*“-"'s'breemmﬂ!hne,e.mQ'rtﬁ.I:.s;,axxji;g:j:é;,:jen infantry-men, and the 3d Platoon
remained at Check Point 1 anc esfablish®d a perimeter. ®*The mortars
were laid west to support the troop. As C Troop moved west, they
flanked the road on both sides. After crossing the stream, the

infantry dismounted and deployed.

". At about 0938 hours when the lead personnel carrier of B Troop,
moving north on Route 13 toward LOC NINH, reached a point about mide
way across the rice paddy (sketch map 1), it began receiviny mortar,
small arms and recoilless rifle fire and appeared to be the only one
engaged, 1st Lieutenant.James P, Flores, B Troop Comaander, could
see the mortar rounds bursting from his position in the column about
800 meters to the rear of the lead vehicle. He immediately called
Col Lewane, who was over the area in an OH-13 helicopter. The 34
Platoon then reported receiving heavy fire from the north and north=

e west. A preplanned airstrike was currently in progress vicinity

CEE L XD 7499, which Col Lewane diverted to XU 721018 at Lt Flores! requeste
Lt Flores then called the 2d Platoon forward and deployed them around
the 3d Platoon. The 2d Platoon brought their two tanks and one from
the 1st Platoon forward. By this time all but one tank and a person=

_ nel carrier of the 3d Platoon had retumed to Check Point 1 with
wounded and to replenish ammmition. All platoons were now in con=-

_tact on both sides of the road, with the heaviest volume of fire
coming from the weste . =~ ~
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The Viet Cony hed set up the ambush in the shape of an "L", with
a heavy security element crossing the road along the trail north of
the paddy., The logs piled at random to the east of Check Point 3
afforded (;00d protection and some of the recoilless rifles were
probably located here. lMortars were repnrted by a forward eir con=-
troller in the woods to the north of the village, The ambush extended
for about 2000 meters, but with the exception of a security elenent
to the northezst of Check Point 1, the eastern side of the road was
1ightly defended. The VC appeared to be lined up all along the west
side of the road with the heavy weapons about 150 meters from the road
in the heaviest vegetation, The VC were wearing & variety of khaki,
black, and green uwriiforms. One strong point had been established by
the VC in vicinity XU 722007. The recoilless rifles caused the most
.troudble, and were also the most difficult to locate. During the first
30 minutecs of the contact, the enemy concentrated on knockin: out the
tanks, 211 four B Troop ta.nks were disabled from hits on the tank
commander?’s cupola. and subsequent wounding of the crew, .

The 1st Pl:toon of B Troop wes carrying the wounded to GOLDEN
GATE with an intermediate aid station set up at Check Point 1, They
also helped with the establishment of a strong point at Check Point
1. Because the incoming fire at Check Point 1 was so intense, Dust Off
aircraft could not land so the squadron S=3 set-up the Dust Off 1.Z at
GOLDEN GATE and wounded were collected at Check Point 1 and then
moved south,

Troop B concentrated on laying down a heavy base of fire to the
west, ‘Airstrikes which had been continuous from the initial
strike, were being plrced to the north end west. Artillery was.
attacking targets on the east of Route 13 and armed UH-1B!s and CH-47's
were meking firing passes north and south on the areas immediately
adjacent to the road. When the 1st Platoon reported receiving fire
at Check Point ‘1, it appeared to Lt Flores that the VC were attempting
to cut him off frcm Check Point 1. * An airstrike was immediately
called in and the fire slackened at this location. The remaining
" elements at the head of the column were still receiving heavy fire
from all types of weapons and Lt Flores called requestmg c Troop
come up and help.

When the first contact was reported, Captain Stephen Slattery,
C Troop Commander, ordered the infantry.to mount up and prepared to
move back to Check Point 1, establish a strong point, and be prepared
to essist B Troop. The 3d Platoon had been receiving some light f:re
at Check Point 1, but when the other platoons arrived at this location,
the fire became more intense. Several of the :.nfantry riding on the

* U ‘personnel cerriers were hit as mortar rounds started falling into

the drea, Capt Slattery ordered the platoons to deploy and push out
the perimeter, primerily to the north. The 3d& Platoon was operating
northwest of the crossroads, 1st Platoon east, and 24 Platoon west

. and southwest. ' The mortars had been re-laid to fire to the northe
Check Point 1 was becoming very jammed with C Troop maneuvering and
vehicles retuming with B Troop wounded, Check Point 1 continued to
receive heavy small arms fire with most of it coming from west of the
road., lfortar and recoilless fire was being answered with a heavy
volume of 50 caliber fire from the personnel carriers at the road
Junction, Col Lewane called and ordered C Troop to push north and
‘relieve the pressure on B Troop. The 3d Platoon was finelly able to
start moving north with the tenk from 2d Platoon., About 200 meters
from Check.Point 1, the tank was hit in the turret and the coumander,
Sergeant Allison, and the loader were eenously wounded. They were

* pulled from the tank and evacuated. The tank continued north, The
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C Troop column consisted of the 24 Platoon, 1st Platoon, and Troop

" Command Group (sketch map 2). The 3d Platoon, C Company (=), and
mortars remained at the crossroads, Intense fire was received all
the way to B Troop's position, but a heavy base of fire was maine-
tained by the personnel carriers and the tank. The brush wos so
thick and close on both. sides of the road, grenades were just tossed
over the sides of the vehicles., About 600 meters after the first
hit, the tank was hit again, but the driver kept going even though
the gunner, Sergeant Riddle was wounded and evacuated. Vhen the
Troop C column arrived at the tail of the B Troop position, L% #lores
said to go farther north and fire to the west, The 1st and 2d Pla-
toons moved up and deployed as best as they could since they were
confined to the area immediately left and right of the road, TFire
was directed east and west with the heaviest volume to the weste -
Col Lewane ordered C Troop to hold at this point until B Troop could
be extracted and move south., The C Troop tank went.almost to the 01
grid line before it turned around and came back. Three men from the
24 Platoon joined Sergeant Wilson in the tank and -althaugzh power to
.-the turret. was gone, tiey succeeded in getting the gun bearing to
the north and northwest. Sixty rounds were fired before the ammmni-
"tion was exhausted. The tank was then moved.along side a disabled

B Troop tank and the ammunition transferred.. VC could be seen Jjumping
around but didn't appear to be withdrawing. Artillery was firing
north and east and airstrikes were being concentrated on the west, but
appearéd to be too far west. Captain Slattery asked Col Lewane to
move them in closer and the next strike came .in south to north with
CBU which landed ¥ery close to the road. :

With the arrival of C Troop, Lt Flores pulled all the remaining
elements of B Troop back to Check Point 1 s to regroup, rearm, and
establish a block along the road west from Check Point 1, When the
first 1lifts of A Company, 24 Battalion, 18th Infantry were apnroaching
the L2, Lt Flores pulled back. Troop B remained at Check Point 1 for
about 40 minutes to rearm and get the wounded aad dead back to “OLDEN
GATE. The next 30 minutes were taken to move the 15t and 2d Plctoons
down the road to blocke The 3d Platoon handled the evacuation of
. wounded (sketch map 3), ' ‘ - -

Lieutenant Charles D.Cole with the 3d Platoon of C Trcop had been

" handling casualties between the forward elements and GOLDZN GATZ, He

- loaded C Company on the personnel carriers and moved to the head of
the colum, After the infantry were dropped, the 3d Platoon deployed
‘west of the road while the 2d Platoon moved off to the east in an
attempt to push the VC out onto the LZ (sketch map 4). Lt Cole's
platoon hit a VC strong point. He was hit in the chest aid several
others were wounded before they could pull back. The mechanized flame
. thrower with Lieutenant John K Lyon's 1st Pl:toon assisted in the
extraction of 3d Platoon. As the infantry began to land on LZ 2
.and C Company began to deploy, the fire sliockened, Fire from the
personnel carriers was directed more to the west, The VC started
- withdrawing and many were killed as they jumped to run through the
high grass, .

After a delay-of about.30.minutes-caused by eriemy fire received
from both sides of the road, B Troop was occupying their blocking

., position. Initially, the head of the column halted just west of the

. gtream until information was received that a reinforced ARVN APC
troop would assist. The block was then extended to about the 70 N-S
grid line, From the blocking position, VC could be seen withdrawing
along the trail that rarallels the road and were taken under firee
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- - and artillery and then was marked with smoke from Col McChrystall's

s\infantr,; started making the sweep, By 1530 contact alons the road
“had practically ceased and the personnel moved into the brush to g
‘search for dead and wounded VC and weapons. The 34 Platoon, B Troop 3
retumed to the blocking position with the Aero Rifle Platoon of. D
"Troop. DBy 1700 movement had ceased and the two troops remained in
.position the remainder of the day. ‘2

Troop C established a perimeter along Route 13 until the . {

REACTION (U) : o}
For a week prior to 30 June 1966, B Company, 2d Battalion, 18th
9Infant:r.y had been maintained on a 30 minute alert as-e rapid reaction
force and was in this posture at the time B Troop made contact, Vhen 1
it became obvious that both troops and the attached rifle company '
were heavily engaged, ‘B Company was alerted for probable deploymente
Two questions had to be answered first; how they would be employed
and by what means:of tronsportation. All helicopiers were fully .
- committed on other missions, Twelve 3/4 ton trucks were collected
_from the various units in the vicinity of the battalion command post
5 * at QUAN 1OI,-and B Company was prepared to move prior to their a.mva.l. v
At 1026 hours the helicopters supporting the 1st Battalion, 28th Inf i
~txy in the SONG BE area were diverted to QUAN LOI, but by 1040 hours
had not arrived, Company B departed by vehicle for the squadron come
mand post at HON QUAN, and a,t 1105 passed to control of Col Lewane,

L.

TP

Between 1015 and 1020 hours, A Company, 2d Battalion, 18th In.'~n=-
t:r.y was alerted, pulled off the perimeter, and instructed to be on
the airfield in the event helicopters became available. Company A
was assembled on the airfield by 1100 hours, General DePuy called
@Col McChrystal to the division command post about 1040 hours to be
% briefed on what had happened in his battalion. - General DePuy made
- the decision to divert 12 helicopters from SONG BE. All.helicopters
closed the QUAN LOI airfield at 1130 hours., Col Lewane was informed
of the current status of Companies A and B and asked where and how he
wished to deploy them, A command and control helicopter arrived for
Col McChrystal and he a.nd the battalion S-3 went forward for a
reconna:.ssa.nce. .

Col Lewane had selected two landing Zones; LZ 1 in the rice paddy
on the east of Route 13 (XU 727012) and 12 2 across the road, He
decided on the latter with the direotion of attack south. At 1145,
Col Levane was informed that the first lift of A Company was loaded.
The company commander was briefed that he would land on LZ 2; he
. should operate his radio on the squadron frequency; and he was undex
- control of the squadron commander. The LZ was prepared by air strikes

ST T T

- aircraft. A Company closed in two lifts.

¢ . Company B proceeded north on Route 13 toward CP GOLDEN GAiB,

" Upon arrival at that location, the company would be moved into the -
battle area by helicopters or personnel carriers. Iajor Taylor
landed at the bridge and discovered there were a number of.wounded
requiring evacuation by Dust Off helicopters and the pick-up zone
would become too congested with assault helicopters landing there-
also, /An alteérnate pick-up zone was selected at XT 734967 and the

- road column of B Company was diverted to this:location. Company B

. then made an airmobile assault into LZ 2 utilizing four lifis of five

y alrcraft, A command group from the 24 Battalion, -18th Infantry had

« been prepared.for lift after B Comp.ny had closed the LZ, As one

. helicopter in the last 1lift of B Company landed, it apparently
struck a dud CBU bomblet., -All personnel cleared the damaged siip
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lie'fore it was consumed by fire, Col McChrystal landed with D Come
.. pany, and assumed command of Companies A and B, Col Lewane vas
“informed of this and that the battalion ( ) was attackm“ in the
direct:.on he had apec:.f:.ed. '

" As the compam.es etarted pushing south, B was west of TRoute 13
and A to their right (sketch map 5), Company A met. resistance about
200 meters south of the LZ while B Company was mopping up the remaining
elements of the enemy just to the west of Route 13, About 300 meters
south of the L%, B Company uncoveéred C Troop and C Company (-)s At
this time, Col licChrystal assumed command of these elements, ' Company
C was oxdered to reorganize and search the immediate area, Vvhile C
Troop was to reorganize, recover disabled tanks and personmnel carriers,
and supyort from Route 13 as Company B continued sweeping south and
A Company southwest. Company B ceased to meet resistance by the time
they had »rozressed about 800 meters from the Lz, However, A Company

met stiff resistance along the creek, vicinity XU 715005 (sketoh map 6).
- The Viet Cong had established a strong combat outpost h.ne east and
.west of the creek., Compeny A sustained a few wounded. 3ince no

headway was being made, C Company was committed ‘on the right flank
of A Compeny, The link-up was made by 1615 and the strength of the
two companies forced the © out of their positionse. -Dust Off was

" completed and the sweep continued south to the blocking positions

held b*r B Troop and the ARVN forces. .

At 1500, Col Berry', 18t Brigade Coxnma.nder, landed ‘and directed
the 2d Batte.l:.on, 18th Infantry to assemble at L2 2 and become the
brigade reserve. The units. returned to an assembly area just south
of the Lz in the oxder B, A, and C Company, where the battalion
remained overnizht. The reconnalssance plotoon, and mortar platoon
of .the battalion were flown in at 1700. Three ambush sites vere
established on the south, southwest, and the West, but no eneny
aotivity wes exper:.enced dunng the night. ‘

During the time the 24 Battalion, 18th Infantry was preparing
for deployment, the 1st Brigade Commander was alerted at 1003 to -
move one infantry battalion and the brigade TAC CP in that order to
QUAN 1L0I, The 1st Battalion, 2d Infantry commenced the moveé: at 1234
hours using C-123 and CV-2 aircraft. The brigade closed the airfield

-at QUAN LOI at 1530, At 1622, the 1st Battalion, 2d Infantry commenced

an airmobile assault into LZ BLUB, (map.2) and by about 1715 had

" olosed into the area a.nd began sweeping eaatward.

Shortly aftexr the contact was reported, the BINH LONG . Province
Chief offered units ;mmedn.ately available to him for support of the
18t Infantxry Division. The 3d Troop, 18t Cavalry, ARWN, -with 20 AFC's
reinforced with the 3d Company, 1st Battalion, 9th Reziment, 'RVN,
were attached to the 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry. ‘At 1100 hours the
U.S. Advisor reported to the 1st Infantry Division G-3 for-a mission.
He was directed to immediately proceed north on Route 13 %o .link up

. _ with U.5. elements at Check Point 1. This was accomplished and the

blockinz position esteblished at approx:.ma.tely 1300 hours (sketoh map
5)e The Sth Regiment had one other company immediately available foxr

.operations which moved to secure the bridge at Check Point GOLDINV GATE,.

The Rezional Force companies were securing the road between the bridge
and HON "iUAN, One company of the 9th Regiment was called back from
an operation south of QUAN LOI as a possible escort for the move : of
an artillery battery north on Route 13. o

At about 1100 hours, two CIm companies were sent from: LOO . NINH
and assumed ‘blocking positions north of the battle area.
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The 18t Battalion, 28th Infantry was ordered at 1020 hours to
move from SONG B: to QUAN LOI. The battalion closed at :#U.i LOI at |
1620 end A Battery, 2d Battalion, 33d Artillery moved by Cii-47 from

' ' SONG BE, closing at 2245, This battexry was moved to LZ BLU3 (map 2)
at 1115 hours, 1 July. .

At 1420 hours, the 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry was ordered to
terminate its operation, return to LAI KHE and prepare for movement
on order. At 1430 24 Battalion, 16th Infantry was ordered to move
one company from the 2d Brigade Base Cemp to PHUOC VINH and the bate
talion (-) to LAI KHE. The 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry closed into
LAI KHE at 1715 and the last of C Company, 2d Battalion, 15th Infantxry 3
 was on the way to PHUOC VINH in fixed wing aircraft by 1813,

The 2d Battalion, 2d Infantry commenced moving from Lil IHE at
1600 hours utilizing C-123 and CV-2 aircraft. All elements of this
~‘battalion had closed into QUAN LOI at 1710,

1 -2 JuLy (U) .
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On 1 July, follow up action-continued against remnants of the
271st W Rlegiment. The 18t Battalion, 2d Infantry secured LZ LLUE
" ‘a8 Battery A, 24 Battalion, 33d Artillery was -lifted by CH~47 to.
support future operations, Company C remained to.secure the LZ while
~ the remainder of the battalion moved to seize the bridge at XT 683998; ]
link up with the 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry (=); and with B ‘T'roop : :
proceéd to Objective 1 (U 698027)s Troop C joined Company C, 1st
Battalion, 2d Infantxry at LZ BLUE. . _

The 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry conducted an airmobile assault ’
into 1LZ GRIEN (XT 616995) at 1000 hours. The battalion moved to secure :
Objective 3.\3ZBALL (XT 623996); left one company in blockinz positions;
and prooeeded to vicinity of XU 721021 to conduct a searoh of.the ]
battle area of the previous day. Light contact was made with small ’
groups of VC, ’ : N :

‘ The 24 Battalion, 18th Infantry continued to search the battle

area and uncovered numerous shallow graves and additional VC bodies,.

At 1600 hours, the battalion conducted en airmobile assault on Lz PINK

" (XU 592025) and occupied positions for the night as shown on Overlay 1.

* Compeny A made contact with the VC and Company C and Recon Platoon were
sent to reinforce, Mortar and small arms fire was received until con-
tact was broken at 2030 hours, At 0545 hours 2 July, the overnizht
positions of A Company, C Company, and Recon Platoon, were taken under
fire by VC automatic weapons and mortars, The W then launched a
series of five assaults from all directions, but the attack was
countered by fire support from artillery, gun ships, and fighter
bombers, A total of 61 sorties were flown by USAF fighter bombers .
end included close air support by three flights using SKY SPOT (radar
bombing) techniques. Company B was  moved at 0730 hours to reinforce
Companies A and C and contact was broken at 0900 hours, A body count
of VC dead revealed that the attacking 3d Battalion, 273d VC liain
Porce Reziment suffered the loss of 78 killed, '

e . it i s

At 0710 hours, the 1st Battelion, 28th Infantry moved from overe
. night positions to support the 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry, Link-up
" . was mede at 0930 hours and both battalions searched the area around
the defensive perimeter. The 18t Battalion, 28th Infantry then.:
- continued north to:vard LZ ROSE (XU 5904) but made no contact.,
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. The 1st Battalion, 2d Infantry, minus C Company at the artillexy -
_‘base, assembled on Route 13 and was helilifted into Lz iiD (.U §57050),
* " elosing at 1320 hours, This LZ and adjacent L2 WHITEZ (XU 657037)
were seoured by Troops B and C, 18t Squadron, 4th Cavalry and -aitached
ARVN APC troop and rifle companye

The 2d Battalion, 2d  Infantry was helilifted into LZ PIK and
- .relieved the 2d Battalion, 18th Infantxry which returned to control
. of 18t Infentry Division at 1530. During the night the 2d Battalion,
.. 2d Infentry came under mortar attack which appeared lster to have
been & cover for the withdrawal of the VC to the southwest and northe
west. . sweep of the area was made with only minor contact,
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FIRE SUPPORT (U)

At the time B Troop mede centact, a preplanned air strike was in
progress viecinity XT 7499. The aircraft had commenced dropping CBU
at the time Col Lewane notified thé forward air controller (FAC) that
the armored colum was in contact. The pilot pulled out of his
southeast to northwest direction of flight and brought his airoraft
dewn the west side of Route 13, expending the remainder of his CBU,

' Napalm, and 20mm, A large group of VC were seen running east aloag
the trail north of the rice paddy. The hext flight concentrated on v
the logs at Check Point 3 and the traile. A second FAC arrived about ;
‘1030 eand started working along the trail. Col Lewane requested the
area elonz Route 13 about 300 meters from the road be hit, however,
the troop commanders requested it be moved closer to the road.
During the dash of Lt Cole's 3d Platoon forward with the infantry,

a napalm strike was placed along side the west of the road assisting
- his movement. Col Lewane called for a preparation on LZ 2, but delayed .

the actual landing when he was notified that aircraft were on station :

with CBU, This strike was placed from the 00 grid line to the LZ,

. After the LZ preparation, air strikes were directed to the west to
oover trails on which VC were withdrawing in groups of from 5 to 15

. " Napalm sirikes were placed shead of the advancing 2d. Battalion, 13th

A e iy b o
.

L ecl o s

e From the initial preplanned strike, close air support was con=
tinuous and unlimited. A total of 88 sorties were flown as follows:

B

AL =24 S
F100 = 40 LT
A - 10 (WNAF) « ‘
'F5 = 6 T,
P4 ~. 8 '

Ordnence expended includeds

High Explosive « 42,3 tons

Napalm - 48 tons
CBU - 11,5 tons

Rookets - =160

TR There was ‘& minimum of'one FAC on station at all times. ‘fhese
% PACs were in constant communication with either the squadron commander,
¥ 8«3, or troop commanders. ‘ :

Artillery direct support was provided by Battexy B (155mm) and
Battery D (8"), 8th Battalion, 6th Artillery located at HON QUAN
(XT 762891). Battery B fired 548 rounds and Battery D fired 277
from the time contact was made until about 1900 hours.

. Fhea
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~ oontinued throughout the night, '

Defensive concentrations had been plotted along the route which
facilitated ground observers with the column to call for fire, However,
most of the missions vwere adjusted by air observers, iithin minutes
after contact began, an air observer was over the battle area, Fire
wes most intznse from the northeast and northwest and artillery was
fired on the trail north of the rice paddy., These fires were shifted
to the wooded area north of SROK DONG, Col Lewane then directed that
artilleiy would fire to the east of Route 13, This was continued
until suoh time as he directed that artillery be placed as a block
alonz the streamline to the west, Axtillery was also used in the
preperation of LZ 2 and shifted prioer to the landing to the woods on
the north, Artillery continued to block along the streamline to the
west after the infantry deployed. Groups of WC were seen to wallk
into- the fire, lying down or getting in holes between volleys, By
1700, recistance had ended, but air and artillery continued %o inter-
dict likely assembly areas and rcutes of withdrawal, Interdiction

In addition to air and artillexy, helicopter gunships supported
the enzazed wnits, At 0945 hours an armed CH~47, GO=GO 154, received
an ambush reaction mission in support of the armored column, Contact
was made with Col Lewane at 1000 hours., The rilot was briefed en the
situation end made an immediate attack on the enemy forces 100 meters
west of Route 13, The first attack was made at 1008 houxrs using 20mm
and 50 caliber guns and 4Omm grenades, After the first pass, Col Lewane
requested that fire be moved to within 25 to 50 meters from the road

. and the second attack was made using the same weapons, A third pass

was made using M-18 (7.62 Miniguns) and 50 caliber side and reax gunse
The Minizuns appeared to have little suppressive affect and the aire
craft received several hits, Transmission warning lights, oil »res-
sure, and temperature gauges indicated heavy damage and an immediate
landing was made in the rice paddy east of Route 13 A check indi~
cated the aircraft was safe to fly and the aireraft returned te

QUAN LOI to ascertain the extent of damage. At 1130 hours, VUNG TAU
was contacted for a replacement mircraft which arrived at 1 300 and
continued attacks on enemy ‘troops, evacuation routes, assembly areas,
and close support of elements occupying blocking positions, ' .

Operations with armed Chinooks ended at 2015 hours. Numerous
sorties were flown by armed UH-1B's both as cover for the armed.
Chinooks and against targets selected by Col Lewane. ,

‘ - RESULTS. (v)
s Ehemr”lbsses included:
270 XIA éBody Count) '
300 KIA (Probable)
7 VC Captives I

'40°Small Arms
23 Crew Served Weapons
1633 Rounds of Ammunition

T “) Friendly losses are as followss

1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry

Hq Troop 5
BTroop = .7 (1 DO'-."I; 32
0. Troop 2 (2 DOoW) 18

Total 12 55




.
.

Seven armored porsonnel carriers and four tanks were dama'red.

‘One personnel carrier a.nd one UH-1D were deetroyed.

OONCLUSION (U)

As the reaction forces cont:mued to search the battle area, cone
clusive evidence was found that the 271t VC Regiment had been decis=,
ively defeated and again failed in its assigned mission to destroy
U.3. armored forces along Route 13.‘ The rout of 271st Regiment can
be attributed to several s:.gnlf:.cant facts:

F:r:om the flrst 1ndica.t10n of contact until the VC vn.thdrew in

"defeat, Lt Col Lewane was in complete command of the situation. At

the time of contact, the squadron was under OPCON 2d Battalion, 18th
Infantry. Because he had complete control of the situation, subor-
dinate elements of the 2d Battalion, 13th. Infanr.ry were placed under
his control when committed to the battle., BExcept for short periods
of time vhen he retummed to refuel, he was over the battle area,
During his absence, he had his S-3 replace him to control the actiom

- and coordinate the fire support, Col Lewane was in constant come~

munication with his troop commanders, artillery observers, forward
air controllers, and gunships. Ile coordinated all the fires %o
insure that the maximum emount of uninterrupted f:.repower could be
brough‘l. to bear on, the enemy forces,

Lt Col McChxystal's plans for deployment of the rapid reactlon
force saved many valuable minutes, prevent:.ng a Yarger numbexr of VO
from withdrawing,

The decision. of General DePuy to divert helicopters for the
1ift of 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry, coupled with the movement of
B Company by vehicle to the pickup zone cut to a minimum, the time
between landing of the two companies, .

Prevlanned airstrikes were available for diversion to the area
of contact and subsequent close air support was continuous. There
was unlimited support with varying quantities and types of oxdnance.

Medium and heavy cal:.ber artillery was' available within range

-+ 0f the battle area and rapidly responded to requests for fire by

Col Lewane.

Troop C was not mitia.lly engaged end was available for iimed-
iate reinforcement on Col Lewane's order,

The tremendous base of fire laid down by the tanks and personnel
carriers, coupled with the tenacity with vhich personnel fouzht and
the outstanding leadership given thé men, were instrumental in over-
coming the numerically superior VC force. As squad and platoon leaders
were wounded or killed, assistants immediately assumed command so that
at no time were the troops lacking direction,

e mw-—-—"’
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tact wes made is particularly significants The
ten hours of daylight for the battle
d, and a search of the

This denied

The tize con
battle ciexied ot 0938 leaving
+0 dovelop, a reaction force to be committe
battlo rxoa to be conducted after contact was broken.
tho enc=y the capability to police the area,

Jeather conditions did not 1imit the ability of the forward air
lery observers to place effective fire on the

controllers or artil

aneye ) :
Incl == }M.P 1 - 1st Inf Div Troop Dispositions

14P 2 - Area of Operation 1:50,000

M.P 3 - PICTOIAP Area of Operation 125,000

Sketch Maps 1 - 6
Overlay - Battle of HO KRIGNOU
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AYTACKED IFAITTY ACTIOH - 30 June 1966

Corncnding Officer Troop C

On 30 June 19%5, Troop C wos oscigned o zone recon mission os part of
& Squodron recon in force operction iorth of An Loc, RVII, ~ The troop wes
essigaed on operational crer generclly west of highwey 13 vith the cxis
of advence being the secondery roadwey loading from Bif 69 (Coords XT 721
994) to the west,

For this operation Company 3 (-) 1/18 Infoatry Bn wes attached to Troop
C, Thais force consistod of 2 rifle platoons (platoons were understreazth
crd consisted of cbout 30-33 men), o wompons pletoon (=) of sbout 10 mon .
ond the compeny g group, One rifle platoon wes attached to Troop B.

*Jo infontry pl-toons woro loaded sbo~rd the 1st cnd 24 arnorcc .
cavelry platoons of Troop C, Compeny Hq B 1/18 rode with tho Troop CP group,”
Tho infontry vecpons nlatoon rodo with tho 3d platoon of Troop C, Tho 3d
platoon elso hod attoched tho troop morters in battory.

After moving north on llighwey 13 cad crossing on AVIB cmplaced ot

‘cocrds XT 721972 (loter Xmown oo Goldon Gate), the troop moved north to

chock point 1 at BH 69 and doployed wostwerd.

The 3d platoon, troop mortars cnd tho infontry wezpons platoon
ostablishcd a strong poiht at this rond junction (coords XT 722995).
The infentry ot thic loecntion dismountod and togothor with dismountod
cavelry troopers sot up ground socwrity for the mortcrs and 3d platoon

" APC'g, :

Tho two infontry platoons ond the infontry compony Hg romiined mounted
o8 the trosp moved to the west. The infontry romained mounted ~s the
cavalry plotoons mancuvered in line formation on cither sido of the east

. woest rocdway wntil the sccond strecm wes eromsed, The jungle growth thicke

oned ~t this loccticn, the infantry plotoons dismounted ond moved ahead of
tho APC's, Just ac the recon cdvonce continucd Troop B beerme on ~ged
vith & lergo VO force, Tho 3d pletoon, Troop C reported recoiving smnll
errs firo ot this same tine, ,

The two dismcunted infentry pl-toons ond company Fq wore remounted
cad the trcop storted it move boek to B 49 with the 1ot platoon, Troop
C in thc locd, As the troop closcd into the Bl 69 strong point the 3d
plateon woe hoovily engoged agninst Viet Cong cuvtomatic woopons fire coming
frcn tho Nortl: along both sides of tha road. White phospliorous mertor
rcrnds or rifle gronndes begon to £211 inte the oroo.

Upen orriving ot tho cross roads tho infontry remeined mounted initie-
Sy but os thoy wore being shot off tho APC's the info try CO rcquested
nereission to disnount, :

The infantry dismounted ond were given instructions tc ferm ¢ peri-
noter in the seme crecs assigned te the éavelry plotoon oa which thoy wvere

 riding, Tho 3d platcon, Troop C with troop mortars shifted to tho north,

took the IW cornor cf the intorscetiom, tho 1lst platoon the NE cnd the 24
platoon tho scuth sido cf the scccndary rond in both sides of highwy 13,
Hoovy inconing firo continucd and nunorous infontry woro wounded,




Pago 2 (ceat)

I gow the infrntry conpony FO cet hit by o uhite phesphorous recund and cno
ef thoir platocn leaders shot tlirough tho neck and killed clong with
his rodic oporatar, .

Tao troop wms then crdered te move north slong Lighwey 13 and reliove
prossurc cn Ir-op B, Ticre was no rodio contoet with the infeatry ot this
tine, hoovy firc hod thon pinned dowm and thore wes insufficiont time te
ccateet tie infoatry leadors cn the ground for relcading, The tr-op noved
acrth leoving clenents of the 3d platoon, tho troop morters ~ad the infoutry
capeny (=) ot Bi 69, . | ,

Leter oo the fight cround SROK Dong quicted dowm ond other clemcits
of the 1/18 Infontry begon to lond at on L2 ot coords XT 721004 the 1lst
plotoca brought B 1/18 (=) forwerd tc tho main battlo ~rec (co-rds XT
724009), Tho compcny then eomo under eontrol of tho CO 1/18 Infontry who
ao¢ just arrived in the ~rea, The infontry corpany took up immediate
positicns to tho cast ~nd wost of tho highwoy battlo cren, Ilator tho compony
c~nductod swocping cctirns to tiic west.
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Troop B
30 Jung 66
K

HHT atch Trp B :
1/Lt Light, Dovid X . : . ]
SfC  Buclley, Villion R, HIA '

S5G 1ills, Chorles H, '

Sgt iolion, Richord P, - Pfc  Bonnett, Woymo
Sgi .irgan, John D : : Pfe Colorcn, Clydo N
Sp4 TFettorcon, Ronnld R '

PC iikrden, Bobby L, : /Y

Bamaa

WIA - Sgt Jonos, Clinton

: Pfc looro, Odioc : .
- S8G  &killingsworth, Guy Jr, .
S5G  Sneltz, lenry E,
SSG Ovitt, Willion C,
Sgt Corricra, Llfrcd J,
St  Skolnclovich, Richerd R
Sgt  Xenowell, Geergo C.
S#t  Chorbonnecu, Thomas D,
Sgt V~mer, Phillip E,
Szt Shith, Richord L,
Sgt Owens, -Sarmel R,
Sgt - Bently, John W,
Sgt Tuller, Villion T,
- Sgt Leg, Curtic T, , A
Sgt Cden, George L, o ¢
Sp5 Duencs, Alfred G, :
Sp4 Davidson E:orl G,
Spl Jones, IFred Jr,
Sp, Porler, Bobby J.
Sp4 Gilbvert, Joscc B
Sp4 Tishor, Willicn D
Ffe ioyncre, Stcphen R, : SR
Pfe Etiridge, Bobbic J, . o .
Pfe Comnlcy, Jores L '

SFC Quijcno, llorberto
S°G Barbadillo, Victorfmo I
SSG Vostcch, Vlastinil . o o
Sgt Ivy, Willian C = o

Sp5 Hudson, Janes II Jr | T -
Sp4 Balswin, Thoms P - SR ‘
Pfe Fornandex, Diaz A, - NS ,

Pf [+ Ald«.".y, I"r:‘.nl: T. ’ 5 3 /

@ R
Koch:.ny, Jogeph W . : /

L somy
PSS




Troop C
30 Junc 1966

Sgt DBeiley Roy D, HET atch Trp C

Sp4 Prediger, Fronz G,

Bt Snith, Donny L, . WIA . ,

DOy : PFC Holdon, lerry A, ' 1
Sgt Long, Donald R o .

5%9 Rogers, Roy R ‘ B ' .

- 2/Lt "ole, Charles T

Sgt Riddle, Rodger D.
Sgt  i&llison, John A,
Sgt Kilgore , Billy J.
Sgt Acrington, James E,
Sgt Veornon, Chorles E,
Sp4 Stout, Danicl C,
Sp4  lartin, Lovis V,
Sp4  Travolute, James R
Sp4 Csallohen, John J Jr,
Sp Mison, Pauvl W,

Sp, Iency Lerry L, o ' - , o
Sp4 le Clerin, Romald, ' S /
Sp4 Stinson, Cecil E Jr, o . /
Pfc  Smith, Aloxnnder A _ e S .

Pfc _Stppheng, Polley E: _ A /

FC Ayola, Morroro 4,
Pf¢ Thaver, Richard E L ' P
Pfe Holden, Larry A , ' T

2 g Al < el i b 200 Laubl
eV tha i Sk Shtae) X




4 BATTLE OF HIGHWAY 13 AT EM 69
| 30 June 66 XT725030

Troop B was oonduoting an area reeonnaissance from the !‘Golden
Gate Bridge''s We had our mission and ¢3ter the metting irith the pla=
toon leaders we orossed the tridge that was spanned by the AVLB and
headed north,

The 36 elements were in the lead followed by 26 and 16 elements.
The 36 clements were instruoted to recon by fire after rounding the
ourve and it triggered a Viet Cong ambush, The vehicles immediately '
deployed left and right, each vohiole laying a base of fire, with 26
olements pushing to the lead vehielo to carry the seriously wounded
to a Dust-0ff pad loeated in & olenring on the other side of the
. bridge. Elements of Troop C were in oharge of securing the Dust=
] Off position and Dust-Off prooeeded a&s direoted.

Thei is 211 I remembar of that ecertain day for I was in the Dust-
Off area waiting for a Dust-0ff for I had been wounded myself,

‘ - [ef ALFRED J. CORRERIA
. ‘ /t/ ALFRED J. CORRERIA
! SGT E5 Troop B

? lat Sqdn 4th Cav
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Sul D OF BIGEW.LY 13
30 Juac 65 IT 725030

Troo; B was conducting ci area reconnaissaice north on Hishway 13
in 3inh Loa; rrovince, alon; witu Trcup C and elements of the 1lst
Dri jadee N )

Procp D was leading the armored cclumn ond recouning by firc
to thl flankse .t ayproxinctely 0930 hours the head of the coluua
crcsscé the Cau Le (Golden Gute Bridsge) £P724013 and was imuediztely
fir.l upon by an undetcrained nuwaber of Vict Conige The viluae of firc
inecrcoscd as the liad eleacents returned fire. st this tiwe the tr.c)
co.uignder estiucted that the column had triggered oz Viet Consz sibush
of vrcrimentel sizes The trecp cow ander, Lieutenunt Flores, iuncdictely
inforied ti¢ squadron counander whe was air borne at the time of tic
cREIY Qilusihe

Feuuwiailc the troop ;cllo"ed into defchsive positions by stxng .
vuicles to caaitle thed %o firo on both sides of the cemb-t area. ot
“ais tinmc the nczd of the colunmn was receiving heavy recoiless wernpons
firc and the 34 platoon was unecavily engaged.

2ho sguadren cceisiander iancdiately called in T..C Air and friocndly
artillery fire, on both sidus of the ar ijored colunn, and at thc scite
tine cuiittd” troop C intu battlee “he 33 platoon had at this tinc
suifercd moderate casu:lties and yag quickly rcinforced by the tunks
froua t.c¢ lst, 2a and 5J platocas. ‘

O (.-.j

w11 ylatoons rop.rted acovy contact on both flanks and tlie tr.ops
were inflictin ; heavy ensualtics on tue Vict Cong, who by tais tiue
beecouc éisor;anlzeu under ' hcavy firc from thc lst Squadron, 4th
Covalry cluacnts. :

a8 the battle progresscd, throcuszhout the morning tac 75's - 57
rceeciicss rifles had destroyel 1 tank and knocked out 2 others. 3Sacay

. morter firc had also knocked out 3 _FC's and ot this time the casucltiies

vere immcliatoly evocuated tc the recr of the ccluun, ‘Whreoushout this
¢vocucticn tuerc were countless ccts of heroisn. In iost cascs iadivi-
2usl eruws would abandon taelr destriyed vihicles te continue with the
botele, or coatinued fizhting oa the ground wita their individual
WeoOllSe $

The battle continucd thrcuszhout tnc day for six hours. .uftcer the
Vict Coaz a1ad broken cuntact cal retrected into the heavy elephaat

srass and juasle cirea, the cstinoted Viet Cong body couat was weil
cver 3C. killed in cetion aad scveral wounded priscaers captured
There were countless wneny wex.ons cajtured, to include several
?5:02d 57 reeviless rifles, dczens of automatic wea,.ons and various
tyoces of suall arus and aunmunit. .one

vhe apwored ccluan reaaained ot this sccae of bittle for tac anoex
~vw u~ys and continucd to scvorch for the enemy. e found sovercl

sanllow jraves mnl evidence that several wounded Vit Cong h-d buuen
c.xwiud off during the batilc. .

.
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- BulsLi OF EI4L Lui 13
v 30 June 535 1725030
. | » ~ (CONTING wD)

_aftur thrce or four days of scarchin:; the arworc® column rceturacd
to Wi LWOC, refittced and rearmied cad waited for the next missicne

BV A - R v

/t/.LYHOKY 8 1IONIS

: 18G; Troop 3 ‘
lst S.dn, 4th Cov




