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. v DePaRTMENT OF THE ARIMY
HEADGUARTERS 15T INFANTRY DIVISION
AP0 San Franciseo 96345

AVID-T S 1 July 1966

SUBJECT: Ground Forces Commender's Daily Situation Report (SITREP)
300001 to 302400H Jun 66 (U)

TO0: Commending General
. II Field Foree Vietnan
ATTN: G=3
APO 96266

1. u) OPERATIONS SUMMARY:

a8, General: lst Inf Div engaged In a major dattle in the :
EL PASO II operation 30 Jun, This was the !'Battle of BM 69'' (Bench Mar
69) in the vicinity of XT7299. This engagement was with a VC force con-
clusively identified as the 27lst VC Regt of the 9th VC Div. The battle-
developed when B/1/4 Cav, conducting a ROAD RUNNER operation along Hwy
13 north from HON QUAN to LOC NINH, made initial contact with an unknowm
VC force in the vicinity of XUT25020 at 0930He Trp B received a heavy
mortar attack al-ng the length of the column while in the vieinity of
XUT723020 at 0945H the troop bhegan receiving SA and AW fire and bcoame
hecvily engeged with what was then estimated to be a battalion size force.
Tha VC were equipped with .50 cal MG's, two of the positions being located
an? destroyad early in the acticn. 4 heavy volume of Trp B's organic fire
power, in addition to artillary and air strikes were delivered into the
YC posiiions, dug in and ocnoaled on both sides of the roads. 2/28 Inf
was immodiately alerted and other elements of 1/4 Cav (=) were commited
t> the “ettle, 2/168 Inf elements oonducted an airmoble combat assault
into an LZ to t¥e N of the VC positionse. The 5th ARVN Div elements res-
poaded immediataly by the timely arrival of Lt Col TUAN, Deputy Division -
Commender to coordinate the employment of ARVN forces, Three CIDG com-
panies were dispatched to blocking positions to the norths An APC troop
and 2 companies cf 1/9 LRVN Regt were placed under the operaticmal caa- .
trol of the lst Inf Div and initally occupied blooking pcsitions %o tae
southe The ARV ~nd US forces clcsely tied in their ficnks and began
constricting tie area in a hoxing=-in meneuver on the NE, E, SE, S ~ad SWe
1/2 Inf conducted an airmotile assualt into LZ BIUE (XT670990) to the
west and begin aweeping to the east, The badtalion that landed to the
noxth ( 2/18 Inf) begen sweeping fronm that positicn against the Yl.oek,
Lriiilery, air, and helicopter gun ships played important »oles and vuse-
pcnded in 2 minimun of tine to supply timely and accurate fires into e
VC positions. Armed CH-47 gun ships were in the target area within 15
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pminutes of inftinl contact and ponred & heavy and effcetive volume of fire
into thé ‘VC posii-nss To ;min the maximun effectiveness fron the support-
ing fires, artillcry fires were placed on one side of the road and air
strikes on the ather side, The heavy volune of air, ground, and artill..
ery fire severelv nauled the 27lst VC Rest with the following results
attaineds 300 VC KIA (3C), 300 VC KIA (Prob); 8 VCC; 40 weapons anong
which were 2 5Tom RR, and 1 7,62 MG on wheels, This major engagenent
necessitated the rapid deployment of 1lst Inf Div forces and thus exten-
sive reclignment of units was made. Arny air and Alr Force Airlift were
inmediately responsive to the requirments, and in a six hour period 5
plus infantry battalions, 1lst Bde Hqs, and 2 artillery batteries were
successfully redeployede 1/28 Inf was moved from SONG BE to QUAN LOI,
2/18 Inf (-) was helilifted from QUAN LOI to LZ 2. 1/2 Inf was noved
fron YHUOC VINH to QUAN LOI, and further lifted into LZ BLUE. 2/2 Inf
noved by fixed wing fron Lil KHE te QUAN LOI, C/2/16 Inf moved fron BEAR
CAT ‘g PHUOC VINH, 1/16 Inf moved overlend from AO north of LaI KHE tack
to IAI XHE, A4/7 33 Arty wes noved (CH-47) fron SONG BE'to QUAN LOI, ¢/
1/7 txrty was noved overland from QUAN LOI to HON QUAN, 1st Bde CP was
moved from FHUOC VINH to QUAN LOI, Army Air supplied 30 UH-1D's, 3 CH=-
4T's and 6 CV=2's in supprot of the operations and the Aii Force supplied
4 C=125's in sup crt cf the division operations.

' In addition USAF, USNF, and VNAF supported the division with
a total of 100 fighter sortiese 4 of these sorties were SKY SPOT missions
and 4 B-57 sorties flying seeding missionse Among the results of the
olose air support were (BDi) 1 57mm RR position and 3 machine gun positions.
' (v) 1/18 Inf: The battslion remained under the OPCON cf lst Inf
Div and continued %o secure the MINH THAN base areca, Seocurity was also
pr-vided for the engineer work parties working in and around the air-
field area, Company S&D operations were conducted in AQ's BRANDY and GIN
+ith ne,ative contact. ' )

(¢) Div Rear: 1st Zngr Bn had a command detonated mine set off
totween +wu vohicles at 1T710H in the vioinity of XT931080. No damage cr
cacualties rasulted and the fire was not returncd.

(2} 1st Bde, 1st Inf Div:

v _ (a) General: 1st Bde CP moved to a forward pcsiton from ™
PEJOC VidH to QUAN LOI by airlift closing at 15300, The brigade CQ assum-
e opereiional control of 1/2 Inf, 1/28 Inf, 2/18 Inf and 1/4 Cav () at
1 lines 1/2 Inf was also airlifted to QUAN LOI, A total of 20 0-123
anc CV-2 sorties were used for the 1ift. At 1745H 0/2/16 Inf arrived at
FUCC VIIE from BEAR CAT and assuied tihe mission of providing security
for the PHUOC VI ‘nse camp perimiters

- (b) /2 mf: At 10032 the battalion was alerted for air
move to GUAT LGI (¥78190)e The first 1lift commenced at 1234H and the
battalion closcd =% 1530Z. The battalion then conducted an airmobile
assunit into LZ BLUE (XT670995) at 1625H in support of the Battle of BM
69 viti the 2Tlst VC Regt of the 9th VC Dive The battalion closed into
the I at 180SH. 4 total of 54 sorties of UH=-1D's were utilized. Co A
oommenced movement to an objective in the vicinity of XU685005. Therc
was negative oontact ty the battalion. The battalion positions are as
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esrtewst Hags and Co C-XT676996, Co A-XU685005, Co B-XT685993. The
p-etalion establishced overnight ambush eites st XU685012, XU683014,
¢ ~o4avo and XT685950. .
(o) 2/18 Inf; 1/4 Cav (-)s At 1550H 1st Bde assumed
i of both elements. In the earliest part of tac day 1/4 Cav (=)
", .29 Inf made contact and became involved in a mrjor battle with
.L .18t VC Regt-the Battle of BM 69. Trp B came under heavy mortar
t1.es in the wcinity of XUT725020 at 09301{ while conducting & ROAT
& S opcration north along Hwy 13 to LCC NINH, At 0945H Trp B te-
s N »anvily engaged with an estimated 400 Ve at XUT723020. The VC
e using morters, RR, AW and SA fire. 2 IMG positions were spottedl
w4 989 were ¢50 cal ¥MG's mounted on a chassis with wheels. Co O/
s Inf and Trp C were called in to relieve the pressure on Trp B.
.. T3 appeared to be making an attenpt at 0950H to try and split the
=~ 35 columne The VC were located on both sides of the road, Air
eo=2 c¢s and artillery fires were immediately employed, with artillery
2 co: side of Ghe »oad and air strikes on the other. This control
o ~gme 2llowed for the maximum use of supporting fires. Armed CH-47's
-gexed the call for support and were on statian 2t 0945He. Organic
s =4, &ir, and artillery fires were heavily poured into the VC pos-
:v::=9 ~nd inflioted a heavy toll of the VC. -Co B was moved by truck
‘+2 JTAY LOI to HON (UAN at 1030H. Co C became heavily engagzed at
. % 3, while epwoute to Trp B's position, in the vicinity of XT720986.
*. a smducted an airmobile assualt into LZ 2 (XU724014) followed by
. %e Coc A then pushed their attack to the south, staying on the west
¢ :v- 13, The battalion CP displaced to LZ 2. ARVN elements assist-
+ L= the operation as 3 CIDG companies were employed to occupy blocking
- «+iams to the south. Trp C maintained a blocking position to the SE.
7 =® was eirlifted into LZ BLUE (XT6799) to the west and commenced
‘e . vations b the east against the blocks. Blocking forces sontinued
£2uigiiwz the area and tied in their flanks to block-in the VC forces.
< o, aics of 2/28 Inf and C/1/4 Cav were engaged with the heavy
%ac* lac*ing until 1730H, The VC force was a minimum of a regiment
=+ 8..3equuntly found to be the 271lst VC Regt of the 9th VC Div, Resulés
% %ettle up to this time (2400H) are 300 VC KIA (BC); 300 VC K™
==, , 8 VOC (wounded); 1MG; 2 57mm RR; 37 SA (rifles).
(3) 24 Bde, lst Inf Divs
(a) Generals 2/ 16 Inf conducted & company sizc 12trol
®%. ¢f the brigade BEARCAT base camp with negative contacte One com-
'7 *lso was airlifted to PEUOC VINH'at 1725H where it was plased under
"4 4f 1st Bde, 1/18 Inf remrined \PCON lst Inf Dive 2/18 Inf also -
. "’: under O2GON lst Bdes 4,23 Inf continued operations undev Crial
'““ “poration UNIONTOWN) and continued S&D operations to the KW ~7
4=’ 3 with one company.
. . (b)__2/16 Inf: Co A moved into an area north of BRILLT
* A By YT130025, YT159085, (1240080, YT240050, YT182010, and YL160074
- st cumprry size patrolling. There was nezative contact. Jo A
. o 'l 4n a overnight positica in the vicinity <l YT1750T4e Cc 5 wis
*Y4dby as trisade RRF and Co C was alerted ai 1435H for a move ©o
.. % IUM, The Airlift commenced at 1725H with o G slosing at 1813%:
““#4ng the mission of base camp security.
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: (6) 4/23 Inf: The battalion secured the RMK Pock quarry
and the STaRCO: site with Co A, Co D continued S&D operations in the
area bocunded by YT1104, YT1106, YT1304, YT1306, No enemy oontact was
made and the unit ocoupied an overnight position in the vieinity of YT
110052, and established ambush sites for the night. Co C conducted S&D
operations in area C (YT0416), btut with negative comtact,

(4) 34 Bde, lst Inf Div: ’

, (a) Gemerals Tho brigade TF ocontinued their partieiretion
in EL PASO IT in the SONG BE AO. A battalion and 2 eompeny airmobile
agsault was conducted in the AQ and 2 artillery vatteries displaced to
new positions (one airlift).

~ (b) 1/28 Inf: At 1000H 1/28 Inf conducted o combat asscult
from LZ RED to Obj 1. Upon landing the Battalion received scattered SA
fire. Patrols searched the area with ncgative results. . At 1020H the
battalion was ordered to QUAN LOI, The battalion (-) was already on Obj
1 and Co A was still on LZ REDs Co A was moved to NUI BA RA, The battal-
ion (-) was moved to NUI BA RA Airfield cloecing at 1350H, The last 1lift
of Co C was lifted directly from Obj 1 to QUAN LOI. The battalion (=)
was thon lifted from NUI BA RA to QUAN LOX by UH-1D closing at 1620H.
Upon closing, the battalion eame under OPCON 1st Bde.
(e) 2/28 Inf: Lt 0900H Co B conducted a combat assault
into en LZ in the vicinity of YU190134. Co B securcd an area for arrival
cf B/l/ 5 Arty by CH=4T7. At 1500H the battalion patrol found several well
camouflaged bunkers with good overhead cover. Several houses in the area
had tunnels under them, 1 bag of rice was found and destroyed. At 1510H
¢/2/13 Arty moved to NUI Bi Ri and elosed 1545He ARVN supplied trucks
and prcvided road security. Co A moved by foot from their overnight pos— -
$tion to iUT BA Bu Lirfield, closing &t 1745H. The brttalion (=) remained
a"cll\lUI B4 RA L4:field. Co B and 3/1/5 Arty remained in the vicinity of
YU190134.
: (@) 1/16 Inf: The battalion continued their S&D operation
north of LAT without contact, and at 1428H were ordered to return to
Li.I KHE bese canmp, closing at 1TATH. Upon arrivel the battalion assum=
ec responsibility for security of the LLI KHE base canp. LW
(5) 1st Inf Div Arty: co o
(a) Div Arty Fwd: B/1/5 hrty airlifted from the vicinity
of YU145072 to the vieinity of YU192130 olosing at 1040H. &/6 ixty (=)
provided artillary wupport for 1/4 Cav overation throughout the dey. Cf
1" irty ecovoyed te the-viointiy ef XT766897, oclosing at 1400H. i/2/33
.20y w.s airlifted from the wicinity of SONG BE (YU145072) at 1735E to
the vicinity of XT8149C5. A4ll tubes were in position at 1850H. A/2/33
Arty was attached to 8/6 Artye C/2/13 irty convoyed from the vicinity
of YU195037 to YU145327 and olosed at 1508He
(o) ILAM SON ITs 1/26 Inf, in cooperation with 5th Recun
Co, 5%h ARVN -Divi—end4/1f4~Cavy-successfully sealed HOL THANH in the
vicivity of XT849137 ot 0630H. The BINH DUONG Sezrch Forces entercd the
henic, esscobled a total of 159 men, ages 15-45, screened them at Natiin~
2l Police Hgs and searched the village., Three of these men were apyrchend-
ed us they attenpted to leave the hamlet. Of the men screened there a.us
3 VCS, lo draft dodgers, T deserters, and 4 males with false ID cards.

A

4



\

iy BTN
Draed ),
SuuiAU Ll

¥ithin the cordon and search area, search forces apprehended 2 VC after
they were identified by PF soldiers in the hemlet. 4 total of 92 ville
agers were screenod in the 969 interogation tents. The majority of the
people wero uncooporative during tho 969 intorviewse Ninec names of VC
oporating in tho PHU HO village wese added to the blackliste Both of’ the
VCO wore om the blacklist utilized by interrogation teams. In the oper-
ational area, search forces discovered one tunnel which was destroyed by
a domo toams 4 hand gronados were found and destroyed and onc COMMUNIST
flag wns captured. d4pproximately 450 poople took part in tho fostivd act-—
ivitieses 205 people were troated by the MEDCAP toams. Tho VIS toam pro—
vided PSY WAR moviocs and rico was distributed in 2 kilo bags to 106 11—
agerse Provincoe youth services preparod popecorn for the childern and the
Provinco Agricultural Services propared 3 gallons of bulgar whcat for sam=-
Plo distribution. Entortainmont was also provided by the 5th ARVN Culture
al Toam and the 5th ARVN and RF Bands. Approximately 450 moals were served
to the villagorse In addition, & raffle was conductod in which 7 villagers
recoived proparod gift packagos. 116 Inf, whilc nartiecipating in the
soal of HOA THANH, pursued 3 VC in tho vieinity of XT855135 at 0925H. Con=-
tact was nover gainod with the ffceing VC, howevor the company capturod
1 pistol bolt and 2 gronndes whilo in pursuit.

bs Plans Sumnrys

(1) 1/18 Inf: Tho bnttalion will continuo to provide scc-—
urity for tho MINH THANH bnso porimitor and tho cngincor work partics.

4 company size 8&D operation will bo conducted in 40 BRAYDY. 2/2 Inf roe
mains OPCOMN lst Inf Div nnd maintains sceurity of the diwision baso ad
facilitics in the QUAN LOI A0, ’

(2) 1st Bde, 1st Inf Div: Tho;brigade will position forcos
to prevent VC withdrawoel into safc havenss 142 Inf sccurcs LZ BLUE for
arrival of 4/2/33 Arty with cne corpony NLT 0530H; 1/2 Inf (~) noves on
exis LEION to scizo and sccurc Obj 1 (XU698027) subscquent to scizure of
bridge at XT683998 by 1/4 Cav (-); upon arrival on Obj 1 1/2 Inf (-) pre—
paros to conduct combat patrols to tho northwost or to eonduct holiborne
assualt into LZ PINK (XU594033) or Lz PURFLE (XT581961). 1/28 Inf econducts
airnobilo assiult on LZ GREEN (XT616995) cormoncing 0900H and soizes Obj
BASEBALL (XT623995)s 1/28 Inf on order moves to LZ WHITE (XU656037) m axis
FEACK; upon arrival %Z WHITE conducts conmbat patrols with prinary attention
to tho southonst. 2/1& Inf moves to and oceupics blocking peosition GONGO
(XU707012) eo-monecing O600H and propares to attaclk to tho west in ovent 172
Inf establishos contncte 2’18 Inf preparcs to conduct airmobile assualt
on’'LZ PI'K or PURPRLE on ordor. 1’4 Cav (=) noves on Reute HANK to secure
‘bridgo at XT683998 cormencing 0630H; continues to move on Routo HANK to
seizo Obj SOCCER (XT674998); 1/4 Cav dotaches onc troop to sceure 472733
and on order novos on Routc HANK to scizo Obj BASEBALL (XT623995).

(3) 2d Bdo, 1st Inf Div: 2/16 Inf will continue compony
size patrolling of BEARCAT basc carp with Co A and will nnintrin Co B as
brigado RRFs Cc C will romain attachod to 1st Bde. 4723 Inf (-) will con-
tinue their socurity niission undor OFLAN 9-66 (Opcration UIIONTOWN). Co B
vill eonploto S&D oporations in the vicinity of YT1205 and will be cxtrat-
od fron tho nroa at approxinatoly 1200H.
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(4) 3d Bde, 1st Inf Div: On 1 Jul B/1/5 irty will be moved

frem their prescat loention to QUIT LOI by CI-47, Upon complotion of the move

of B/1/5 Lrtr, B/2/28 Inf will be noved to WUI Bi RL 4irficld by UH-1D,
2/28 Inf will conduct locel potrolling in the vieinity of NUI Bi RA Adr-
ficld, 1/16 Iaf will contimuc to sccurc the L.I KIE bosc camp orca.

(5) 1st Inf Div /rir: Div ‘rty Tud will continuc support
of Oporaticn EL PS50 II. L/2/33 Irity will be oiflifted to the vicinity
of XT669982 «t 0630H, B/1/5 .rty will bo airlifted fron the vieinity of
SONG BE (YU192130) to on LZ in the vieinity of XT814905. The PHU LOI Paci-
- fication TF continues Oper~iicn Léi SON IT with 1/26 Inf conducting S&C

operations cnd estoblishing overnight embush sites in cssigned 40's, Sccurity

vill centinue te be provided for cadre teans operetipg in Til PHUOC ITU.NH
cnd BINH CITULM. 3/C/1st Engr Bn continucs construetion of = rcad to ccnnoet
Til PHOUC KHANH vith Hwy 313 and rocdwerk south of T.H PHOUC KILIH,
Ce l‘i'.'.;cr Unit Opcrotions:
(1) Operotion LAM SO II: 1st Inf Div Jrty; continuing,
(a) US _LOSSES:
1 Porsonncl: 6 KIL, 71 WIL,
2 Equip Domnged: 2 4PC's/
(b) EH_LOSSES:

1 Porscnmel: 8 KIL (BC), 12 KIA (est) total of
625 VCS cs fcllows: 23 VC probation viclaters; 28 individunls on blocklists;
15 falsc ID cords; 44 doscrters (ATWIl, PF); 209 draft dodgors; 307 VCS
held for interrogotion, _

2 Equip Copturcd: 5 Si; 1 syringe; 1 pistol belt;
various docunonts; 1-60mm mertor bosc plote; 15-60m nortor rds; 2 bicyclos;
1 plestic ros nosk w/2 pockets of cheomicalsy 1 diory. ' :

3 Equip destroyed: 8 tunncls; 32 hond gremndes;

5 bose carps; 900 rds Si; 12 rds 105mm, 7-155rm rds; 4 CBU bomblets: 3-
8 inch rds; 9 AP nines; 1 WP rocket; 15 rifle grenades; 5 huts; 3 rucksacks;
2 helrets; 3 wolls; 3 Lambrettas; 17 uniferms; 5 ool rosoline; 1 gt oilg
150 Ibs rice; scveral bcoby treps; 10 1lbs deno; 4=4e5 V botteries; 1 shelter
hrlf; 30 foxhcles; 15 pots ond pans; 2 eloymores; 1-201b bemby 3 trench
systens with foxhcles; 50 foot trops,
(2) 0§erc'bion EL F.S0 II: 1st Inf Div; coutinuing,
(») US_LOSSES: |
Personnel: 76 KLL, 251 WIL, ‘
2 Iquip Demnged: 2 UH-1B; 6 UH-1D; 3 OH-13; 3 LFC;
3 t~nks; 1 Ci-47; 105 mm hewitzer,
‘ 3 Equip Destroyed: 1 LPC; 1CH. 47, 1 UH-1D,
4 Eghip Lust: 1 MH60 1iG, 3 Hlé's, 1 PRC-25,
(p) EI LOSSES:

1l Porscnnel: 533 KI. (BC), 791 KIL (ost): 26 VCC,
61 VCS; 1 Rnllior.

2 Equip Dostroyod: 27 8L rds; 33 60mn rds;

2 155m rds; 3 105m rds; 1-3.5 rocket; 1 4T minc; 2 Claynmore; 2 4P nines;
1 CBU bemblet; 22 bosce corps; 118 huts; 14 s-mpons; 172 bunkers; 2 hospitcls
6 tircs; 1~% ton trailer; 2 hond carts; 30 5ol souce; 6-5g01 cons toboceo
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rrencdes; C.+ S0rm -

mfrtoer ricy 9
7,62 HG on vhocls; 2 P"nzcrf"u
500 hoe heels; 600 ;w1 oil; 8000 *1um_r~un pens; 300 1bs tocog
20 keroscne stoves; 15 thorncs bottles; & 1b TWT; 2 typewriters; 1 woter pump
2-7 EP ncrors; 2 web belts; 1350 1bs £ "" cur, 2 b:.cvclc“- nuricrous

3 Equip Centure’: :
25 tons s-1t; 16,5 tons dried fish; 1 60mm nerter; 5 57tm RR; 79 4S;
-PG” rrentes;

nelicel supplics; kitchen foeilitics,

u) ST.TISTIC.L SUIFLLRY CF OPERLTIOIS:

C. Objectives:

2473 ris Shy 1
s; 1000 gol kc.rf‘scnc, looo cans sor’incsj
900 soup 1~"los;

1522.5 t-ne r::.cc? 5400 cleuts ting
184
1 iG-420B; 1~

Province  Locaticn  Iype Nepe Init/T
C1 BIIH DUOLG  XT885172  S&C LM SO II  231430H Iihy/Cont
C2 BINM LONG XU735089  S&D EL PASO II  021430H Jun/Cont
D, Force:
Contact
Unit i = Inti/Tern Init By  Lip Spt NGRS
D1 1st Inf Div Lrty C1 1000H/1020H Fr. 0 0
D2 1st Inf Div c2 0930H/1930H Fra F4/llovy 0
F100/LF
LAE/LF
: AYH/VHLF
K. ZLosses/Derrge:
Kl Encny:
_m& Size/ID K14 /VCC Upng Lrmo
2/Unk 0/2 0 0
Dz Rogt/271st 300 (BC) /, 2 57m RR, 1 0
300 (est) /8 7.62 Evy MG
37 Si
K2 Encryy: None
K3 Frienlly:
Unit  Sizo/ID KL AIL/Cote AL Wpng 4mo
D2 Regt/27sst  10/66/0/0 0 0
K4 Frienlly:
Structurcs lnterinl
Unit  Size/ID Dost/Depn Dest/Dorny 1oc
D2 Regt/27st 0/0 1 UH.1D, 2UH-1D, o
1 tonk
2 4APC's

“ceutents;



K5 Totdl fricnlly initinte” srmll unit ncti-ns w/o contoet: 42

KsA TFriondly initicte’ sl

# A TRUE COPY®

1 unit contoects: O

DEPUY
ilnj Gen

/s/ WILLL.l! G Y.RBOROUGH
/%/ WILLLIM G Y.RBOROUGH
Cpt, Lrnor
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