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DEPARTlvlENT OF THE Af(l.1Y 
HEADQUART~RS 1 ST INFANTRY DIVISION 

APO San Francisco 96345 

COMBAT OPERATIONS AFTER ACTlb~iREPORT 
OPERATION EL PASO II/t!! 

1 • NA1,1E AND TYPE OF OPERATION:' ,1 ~t ;rnt'antri, Division Operation 
EL PASO II/III - Search and Destroy, Base Camp and Airfield Security, 
and ROADnUNt-.TER opera.tion. Reference: l-1aps Vietnam, 1: 50,000 sheets 
6244 I, 62451, II, 6246 I, II, 6345 I, II, III, IV, 6346 I, II, III, 
IV;;f,6M"6,,I;I;I, IV. . . '. ' 

:; 1(:.''': '... • :.\.. ~ .•• ",' . ,,,,,,,,..:'" . 1 . .• 

2. DATE!1I'OFOPrm,ATION: ·021430H\J~e - 031200H Sept~ber 1966 •. 
. . . ,ft*. ' ...... '. . I I. :,.!: :'.'.. . .,,~ ,'"" 

3. GENERAL: On 2 June 1966, II . Field Force Vietn"m directed Operation 
~'JPASO II/III commenced under ,control ,of 'the. 1st, Infa,nt:ry Division. 
The initial area of opera,tion covered. the ar,ea vicinity:. of the. ;A:r.t."~~ld 
and .~VN compounds around LOe NINH, in lUNH LONG. P:rovince. ; As ··th~· '~ifll~­
tion developed and 1 st Inta.ntry Division strength w~'s "built :;~p, 'forces. 
'Were deplo~red on oper.ation throuf!hout BINH LONG a,nd portions of PHUOC 
LONG Provi.nces •. The general area of operation for BIt..1iLONG Province 
is· at Ann~ D. Three other ar.eas· of opera,tion :were estab1l6hed".~sthe . 
enenw thre'a,t was countered.:·ITheF'SONG m-'AO is at Annex E •. Are~~;pf 
operation' were established arouM m:NH, THANH (Annex: F) and the a%,eain 
which the raid on the rice cache was conducted (Annex G). . 

. " ' ....... "".~'i-, •. '::~ : ., ' 

. ", I~~;i.~iiY)p~ .ope.~a.t,io~· ccmsi.sted 'of lonE} ~:l)Hgad~' !.e;ent ~pon qarection 
of Commanding General, IIFFORCEV and at the requestor Commanding General, 
5th Div:i~~on (4R,VN}.;to ·~e~,end ·the hOG NI1I;1i ·lar~a. against··th~" poss~l;>ility 
of attack by the 9th VC Division. By mid June, a two brigade (reint) 
operatio~. was. beiIlr conducted ~o '~~Gca:te .~~a :a.es1;.roy"lf;C :i'qJ!ces anQ..: . 
installations. Brigades operated in assigned areas and moved rapicll¥ 
~o suco~~s~~e areas.to exploit intelligence on VC troop and supp~ 
';nst';'l"atl.· on. '. .... '.' , ....... '. .. . 
... • tC't ~ . ,":,8. 0 • '0 .' • ~. • f." , '" .:. 

· . .... o. .' I ". • : . ~: ~ 1. .; 

... ·a •... ;r~~~ re~rting o.,ft.icer tor.; this report is' 'Najor' General William -E. . 
DeP~,~ .. ,90mmanding Gen~wa1", 1,s~: ;I:nt:a~try Division.:,' '. : .. ' 

, . ' .... , • • • . ',' 0, , .. '.:' 10 ••• ."_'. ,".':" .' • .. • ..' • 

b.' ta~k:.br·gaidZ:atio~.:;:' Cont:rol.Qf, the operation was exercised by . 
Headquarters~, 1st, Infan:t·fYrD;vision,:.operating ·from a tactical command 

, I post. . The initial t..ask, organiza:(fion is listed: below'. Due to the large 
and frequent changes' in task organization, these changes are shown as 
they. occ\.!.r:rec1 d;1ily ~n p~ragraph 7, Execution. . Commander,S are shown 
at Annex M.· '.. ,.,. ..,' ',' . 

\ , . '0 ".' 

3d l3rigad~ Task For~e' (2 J~e) 
.:·~.: .. HHC~ 3dBde (-) '" l.~ .. ' 

'. :' ,;,?<LB~ttalion, ~Sth. Infantry. t.'.~'. 
. ',: ,I ~' ... ~<. t.'. .. 

. ', ' ..... 
· ,.::: ". r; . :...., ... ' .... :.~ .... 

';::,:: I" 2d Bat¥UiQ;n,. ·33d Arty (..,): .. : .. 
· D Tl:-oop~ '.,-$t ·Sqdn" 4th ,Cavalry 

4.· . INTELLIGENCE: 

: a.' }~ission: 

COL \'Jilliam D. Brodbeck 

. LTC' Kyle .. W. 'Bowie . 
.. (2 Jun - .14' Jul) 

LTC Tholllas H. Jones 
(14 Jul - 11 Aug) 

LTC . Elmer D.' Pendleton: Jr. 

,,1 .. : 

.(1) In conjunction with otherMACV agenc;.es iri't'he field, the 1st: 
Infantry. 'vision conducted Operation·EL PASC . lIII from 2 June thru - . . . 
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3 September 1966. The intelligence objective was to estimate VC strengths, 
locations, dispositions, and anticiplited situations in the objective area, 
prior to the operation. Special attention was to be directed to determine 
the validity and source of current information, if security would permit. 

~ .'. , 

, (2) In the course ot the operation,~1ACV desired pertinent intelli­
gence 2.S to the identity ot VC units encountered, to include an overlay 
ot the locations encountered, military characteristics ot the area of 
,operations, the ettects ot weather, descriptions of ,the type of tortifi-
cations encountered, and the methods used to destroy them or deny their 
use to the enelI\Y. Sketches or drawings of such forti.fications '\'lere . 
desired when possible. 

" 'b •. Events Prior to the Operation: 

(1) . On 26 April 1966, a rallier trom the 2d BattalionJ '273d Regiment 
stated that the regiment was moving 'to War Zone C for 'rest" and resupply. 
He, also stated that the 271 st Regiment would tollow. At this time the ' 
1st Infantr,y Division was deployed in War Zone C. 

" 

(2) In late April captives and ralliers in Ptl~OC LONG Province 
indicated the 141 st and 250th Regiments had also infiltrated in the 
BINH LONG - PHUOC LONG Province area. 

(3) On 3 May 66, a notebook taken from a rear element ot 272d 
, Regiment indicated the regiment would be involved in an ottensive 
operation in the LOC NINH area. " 

"'(4) On 5 J.Iay 66, vic XU 8170, a 'member of the reconnaissance element 
ot· 271 stRegiment was killed and his personal notebook captured. Tra."1s-' 
lation disclosed the·tollowing ,information: A possible four regiment 
attack on LOC Nllnl (XU 7308) involving 271st, 272d, and 273d Regiments 
and the 101st NVA Regiment/325th Division. The reconnaissance element 
ot 271st Regiment'had'been conducting reconnaissance and a ba~~le~field 
study in the vicinity LOCNINH since 10 April 1966. On the nights of 
6·thru '8 May the units were to move to their battle positions and attack 
as follows: .'. 'I. '. 

'! ' .. • ".# 
.'~ '., 

: . (a) ·'101 st It!,g1ment/325th atta.ck LOC. NIlI.TH Special Forces Camp; . " :. 

(b) , 273d Reg~~nt is· to attack LOC NINH Subs~ctor. Headquarters;' 

, " (c) 272d'Regiment was ·to set"~up ·bl~.~king·positions to ambush 
.triendly reintorcf!~nts;, and 

(d) 271 st· R~ta.ment was to· .attack'·TICH THIEN subsector and·':chen 
-assist 272d, Regiment in llJllbushing reiritorcements. Indications ~~l'e 
tha.t,' the document, W$S not a plant and wa~ a pel'sonal. notebook belonging 
to a member ot· 271 st Reg!ment. ' ':. . . /. 

, 0>'1 .~ , 

: ;.~. (5) On 16 May a PW said the 16~h;a.~giment was located vic :',TJ ·:?541 .' 
A returnee earlier reported the illi.'il~r~;j:.ion of the. ,16th Regim~nt into 
the PHUOC LONG - BINI-i LONG' Pr,ovince.'area., Tbe 16th ~egiment is, also . 
known as. (AKA) tor' the 101 st· J'WA. Regimr~t/325th Diyision. 

I • .'. ... • ~"'" ~ . . , . ,." .'...:. ~ :. . . . 
( 6) , On 17 May ,66 anARVN Mike ForpfJ made contact \-lith an estilnated 

YC battaUon"vic' XU Sao4~· " The;··~d\·Ba"'t\2li;olJ.j .. 9th Regiment (ARYN) was 
dispatched to ass;1.etthe ~,ke. F:e>rce an~ it also made contact With an 
estimated·JTC'battalion.·' (': 
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(7) On 20 May the 3d Brigade, 1st Infantry Division deployed forces' 
to LOC MINH. 

c. Significant Engagements: .. : 
" G;" ' (1) On 081430 June Troop A~ 1 st Squadrq~~ 4th Cavalry was moving 

north on Na,tional Route' 13 ,when' aQ./air-~observer flying over the convoy , 
, spotted VC along the road vic )IT 7676~, .. Troop' A engaged the VC. Later ' 

, t.hat I ~·rternoqn. the 2/18th Infantry and a 5th Division ARVN APC unit joined 
in battl!, •. , By l800H. the VC .. had fled soutbwest., .... Vplosses l'lere 93 KIA 
(BC)~ '250,' ia~' (l>i-ob)~·::1.vCC~' 'one"57mm hli, .. one 'RP'G-2;~, 30 small arms~' 78 • . -.. •. ,.' ..... .••• t , ...• ,. .' 
grenades, 'and ~ considerable amount· of individual equipment. The VC 

, unit was idel1t,ifi~cl, as ,2724 Regiment. The Commanding Officer of the 
1s~ ,B~ttaliQn~': ?72d Regi~en~ '~~~ ~ill~d dur~n~ ,~13, batt~e an~ ~ docum~nt 
found ~n th~: ,J?9.dyl w~s ai~ke,t~h of ~he, ambush p~an, '. :I~ .~howed·,~h~, t, ~ •• ,I 
battalions.,9f ,,~~e '.:f~€;;ment .... 't~e~ the w~s~.side:'-o,f:'.Rou~e,,,13. , : I'~", • 

'. •• .• '." I • ,' ••• "., • 'T' .l •• ' . "i'" ", .,:' ,. • .' -' 

Th~: ~/Jd :.~~~~\lh~f.~~~~!,:~~~~~~~t~~,~~~v;,~¥.~~~~;~r~~t;~;~.c . 
X'.l'.'71.'Z5. _, Do'cU.1ilent.s. on , 'to,ne , bodY: indiCated .. the., VC was trom 272d Regiment. 
The '11~~~:'Cav~~ :killed,one'.·VG ~n 'lQ1990~' v;c .. i1' ,)941.~·' )l~~h.~he prospect 
~f .~r~ significan.t engagement~ t~e 1 ~t~.Bri8ade .was ~v:~d,. 1;'9 K:C~TH .,t.1iANH 
(JeT 6488) and the , division CP deployed,. to' ~ J.OC (Xl' I 75~6) • ., .. , . '. ., . . 

:' ·(3) At 110735H the plat,90ns of' Company A, 2/28th Infantry tfta'4~,~:oon­
tact with a VC platoon VioXU 708098. The va fled north. Info~ii.on 
iz.t~i,cated,a VC company v,ic XU,7101OO. A and B Companies, 2/28th Inf.~1}7;:: 
t,z,r and a CIDG platoon maneuvered against. t.he Ve. Company C, 2/2~~:.; 
Infantl'Y~ with the recon plat<?on, 10l?ated another VC company vic '+'~;.:,'.;: 
7221120 Heavy fighting continued throughout the day. . The VC were :m 
trenches and bunkersw1th overhead cover~ 'Both VC positions were QV.er­
~,.py 1730H and th~ VC:'rled t:hrough intense artillery fires. VC l'de,B,es 
were 98VC KIA (BC), 150: vc KI~ (Prob), one VCC, one 60mm l-Iortar, ~n~:: ' 
FtPG-2, one MG-34 machinegun,. olle. SKS CHICOM Carbine, one DH-10 Cl~ym,o~.e: 
JJJihe, twez:1ty-s~v.en ~Mortar.'~q\Ulds, four RPG-2 grenades, 12 CHt~,¢~;""", 
grenade~, . 900~~s of ~A ~,";,medical supplies, ~d, pers9nal. eqlli:~e~t. 
Documents . found. ,:i,.n,the battle··ar~ ideJl,tified tbe 701th Sattalion,. 27~c;l" 
•• " :. ,... •• • " " ••• 0 

. Regl.ment. ,'. ':/" , .'.,4~ .. 1.j,,',. '.1 .' .. '.' '.' '.",' ' .,'" " 1'1 
• • • ~ " :. •. \.... '. .'~ , • • L • .. I, '.: .. 

, . . .. \,-' 

. (4) " At :1311,10lJ. JUJ\e, a rallier. surrendered at LOC NINH. The 
raUiei::~'stat.ed'he was' from th •. 7tn, Battalion" 3d Reg,lment, which,is. an ... 
AKA ,t~r the 707th Batta~~9n, '27~d, R~giin~n~ .. , .~.~g~~~~L~y.' i2t~8t,'i1,lIni:~~.Z:Y 
~ thl.S ,area on 1.1 JUl1~.. , , .. ": ,,'., :·~.l "~ I'~ ".!' ',',;' ,': , 

I .~ .. , . I'.. . ' . . I" : .;: ... ': r t I', , •• '.. • ~ .' \'" . 

, -:;( 5) On. 141 ~OH t,~e l/4th CavalrY, 'whil~: e~~~f.t.~~ "~~}:R,v;t-! : cQn'V'oy 
receive~ fire froJ!l 'both , .. n~nks .. v~c ,D;', 794943.:.' '1;,~~ .~ 14th, ~~ry engaged 
the VC. VC losses l'Iere seve~ VC .IUA, (~C)~, i;.'iC? ,~~1,: ,pa.r))~~~, ~O,GH~C~. 
~d grenades~ and one,CB~., .'" ", :,:'.1:; ,:'. ';' :.',;~, ..• l.":"" .. ;.,:,,: ., ., '. . .' . 

. ~. . I. .,' •••. \ l .. .. , ..'. ~ .•.• ' • ' 

',,: .(6,) On 1 ~,1~08H J~rthe T~/~~'W~try"'ae~~r~Y~,c(~)~~~~: bas~ camp 
"f1:9-" ~ .... ~9:R.5 ~1 ~', ~ti, ~q!l~a,~~~4 '60 q~p.~l?:g~.~r .16 hu~s~, .. ~ev~;r:;~l mess l?~1f, .. 
a .. r:J.f'J,.e ~~e" s~ lq.t.:cht!ns with und~~gro\Uld smok~ ve~ts~ a grenade . , 

, • of • • , • ...., .. ~ • .' . A. . • • '. • .• 

traiiiing C'our~.1j::~ ,llle!lch~r area fp~ l);po"P'~~~'~ and two wells. Docu- . 
, mentsfound in't'ne camp had letter box numbers HT9383A (4th Company, 

J108 Battallon/272d Regiment,) a,nd ~~~2;7.1A ,.(2d Company, J108 Battalion/ . 
272d Regiment). This was the, sec()~d: ..l8lises~; ,272d~egime~tal base camp' 
tound. in the LQNG NGUYEN area. '.' >, ,; ,'. ,'"r /, ' , . '.'. ' 

. ". . ,': ,'" :'" ~ I., :.... I..' " 

(7) On 17141SH a patrol from 2/28th Intantr,y attacked a VC check 
po;int guarded by ,seven vq vi.c ,XU. 7J61~S. I' VC losses were two. VC WIA 
(,o~e:,captur,ed)~ .. one carbin.e~'.12S! ,~~U#~ ;~, ammo, ~~, grenade~c~e~; _. , . . 
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uce~Jn Q£~)JTI At/ 
two grenades, and medical supplies. A nearby village was searched.. One ." . 
ve wS.s found with an old bullet wound in the thigh and a ve rallied in 
the village. The captured VC was a member of a local guerrilla unit. 
He indicated. he was willing to point out other VC in the 'area. Early 
on the morning of 20 June the 2/28th Infantry, with the captured ve, 
cordoned andsearcihed the village vic XU 742123. One VC committee 
leader and one local guerrilla Mere;, captured;. 

'(8) On 21 June the 2/16th Infantry made a heliborne assault on a " 
ve supply base;vic'XT 445540 which had been targeted during Operation' 
BIRlUWGHAM:. ' This raid is discussed in Annex H. ,,' , 

" ' 

(9) On 240950H June the 1/4th Cavalry and elements of the2/18th 
Infantry engaged an unknown nwnber of VC vic X'l' 764726. The ve fled. 
The VC losses were tlofO ve Iq:A (Frob)!' oneCHICOMcarbine, one ROG-2" ' 
254 rounds SA ammo" one, grenade" one A/P mine and one,A/T mine. ' . , ' 

(10) On 260005H, do 2/18th Infantry patrol engaged an estimated VC 
, company Vic ,XT S08898. A platoon moved to reinforce the'patrol and it 
made contact with a VC force of unknown siz?appraximately 1,000 meters 
west of the patrol. The VC broke contact at approximately,04ooH.. VC ' 
losses were five VC KIA(BC), 21 VC KIA (Prob), one RPG-2, one CHIC~~ 
~arbine, five CHICOM grenades, 620 rounds ammo, and numerous ~tems ot 
:personal equipment. 'There were four other contacts during the day. At 

'1130H an armed CH-47 helicopter killed five VC (BC) and destroyed one ' 
~50 cal MGVie XT 42114ge At 1305H a'C-47 received ground fire vic 

'XT695425. Airstrikeswere placed in the area resUlting in five VC leLA 
(BC) and 15 VO KIA (Prob). At 1915H the 2/16th Infantry engaged an 
unknown number of VC in the trees vic XT 448540 resulting in 11 VC KIA 
(Prob). At .. ZOOOH an armed CH-47 helicopter killed two VC (BC). and' 

, destroyed one sampan vic YU 253127. 
• • .' < 

, ' (11) .on 300930H June the 1/4th Cavalry received AVo" and mortar 'fire 
along Route 13 vic XU 723030. They were soon heavily engaged as a large 
VC 'force attempted ~o split the column. The 2/18th Infantry was ,inmed- , • 

,iatelq co~tted to the battle along with an ARVN APC .troop and a company 
, , of the 21.9th ARVN Battalion. The VC broke contact at ·1630H,. the rapid' 

reaction by ,US Forces prevented the VC from making, a search of 't'he 'battle 
area. VC losse~ were 270 VC KIA (BC), 300 VC KIA {Frob), 'nine VCC, 23 ' 
crew served weapons (including: .50 cal f.lG, RPG-2, '5?rmnRRJ mortar)" 

,40 small. ,arms, 1,630 rounds, of SA ammo I', thrae 'RPG-2' ,grenades and one . 
, PRC-l0 •. Interrogationot, captives and tr.anslation .of doouments showed 
all three battalions of the 271st RegiJT1ent 'participated in the battle. 
Captives indicated the regiment, had lett its personal equipment (cooking 
utensils, 'hanunocks, clothing et,c.) in the regiment'a! camp' vic SROC CON 
TRANG (XT 5785). One captive .indicatedthe camp was a 15 minute ,\<Talk 

from the SAIGON River vic SROC eON TRANG. The VCwere withdra~r.ing to 
the west tOlofard the SROC, TRANG area.' Only three to four days rice "las 
carried with' the regiment., The 2d Battalion" 271 st Regiment perfol"med 
the reconnaissance and prepared the battle area for the regimsnt. 
Pursuit of the VC . fleeing the battle accounted for another 23 VC KIA 
,(BC)" two VC KIA ,(Prob), two vec, and some small arms captured. During 
the battle' on 30 June. vic XU 723020" the commander of the 3d Company, 2d 
Battalion, 271st Regiment was killed and his notebook recovered. It 
indicated he was given an order on 28 June to gather rice for three 

',days and prepare for battle on 30 'June.; His mission was stopping a 
, convoy and destroying six to ten tanks. 'His company ,occupied a 250 to 
300 meter, front along the route. ' 

',,(12)' On 1 July,three, VC were killed (BC) and three VC captured 
west. of ,the battle area as US Forces attempted to regain contact with 
the; fleeing VC. ' ' , ' , 
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(13) On 020550H July" 2/1 Sth Inf~mtry began receiving Al:·~ and mortar 

tir(:)s vic XU 607018. By 0605H the unit was heavily engaged. The.1 /28t.h 
Infantry was moved to reinforce the 2/18th Infantry in an unsuccessful 
attempt to flank the VC. Contact was broken at 0910H.VC losses were 
46 VCKIA (BC), 150 VC KIA (Prob), one .50 cal MG, one U1G, oneRPG-2, 
one 60Jmn mortar, three small arms, and 600 rounds SA ammo. The VC unit 
enco;:'Ul'l.·cered was 711 Battalion, 273d Regiment. Police of the battle area 
on 3 July resulted in ten. VC KlA {aC)l and· two VO KIA (Prob). 

. .'., .~. 

(14) At 091110H July the 1/4th Cavalry (-) and B 1/2d Infantry were 
moving in convoy vic XT 7075 when they were he~vily'engaged bya large 
vc~·rol'Qe.;. The 272d Regiment wa./?· beli~ved:to . be. in. the . area and the con- < 

voy had ,been lIadvertisedll in adva,nce. in ~:~ttel'!lpt to.~raw the regiment 
out· of Zone.·C. Artillery· and. ini'antr;y units were preposj.tioned pripr 
to the. convoy m~ ... ring.!. TA~ air Wi\S st,andi~g. py .. ' '.:ay .1.1 fSH the cor.voY"J'as 
heavilY engaged. The combined effect' of the' .50 cal'and 90mm fire from 
the tanks and kPC's, the concentrated artillery fire, and the pounding 
from TAC .8:11' rapidly-overwhelm!9d. t:he;r:eg~~nt •. ;:.By; 1~3.0H th~ regimen-t;, 
broke~d. ran-·;.i.n. :~.sorganized .:l'et;r~~t~ ":!3.Y \¥,~ .:t-Nf~ .. ' in!.~~xr ~itshad 
been 8J.rlifted ,~ehl.nd.,the .reg~;rlt 'EU.14. be$~' AA.sa~I}~ r~t;e~1;J.Pg .elements. 
Air .an$! artilleIiY. continued· to iPQ~d.· wi~~!fr~~-t?t*,iq\lt,.es~ .... T~e· foUo~. . 
day, separated elements of the regiment, continued to be engaged by the 
in~antii'y .battaJ.:ions. By .. dusk on ~1:9·.J~ .al:l, elemEfllts of 272dR,egi,ment . 
had ,.eleared :the· battle area •. The .r~gi~~nt. sui'1; .. er.~4 severe losses dll;ring 
the engagement and was probably reduced to less. tHan 50%strength.VC 
"losses were .·239 KIA (Be), 304. KIA .(Prqb} .. ,. e.ight VCC, 13 crew ser~cl . 
weapons and 41 smallarm.s," 

'. (a) 'On 11 June the 1st Battalion ('Z07) 273d Regiment was engaged .' 
'~est of LOC NINH by' the 1/28th Infantry •.. Pn 2 July the 3d' Battalion (711) 
273d Regiment was engaged west . ot LOC NIlI.1H~ by the 2/18th Infantry. . 

(b) On.8 June Troop A, 1 /4th. CavalrY engaged the 272d Regiment 

,'south of AN L,OC, B and C Troops, 1/4th Cavalry engaged 271st negime,nt 
.on 30 June north ot AN LOO, 'and '14th Cavalry (-) and Company B, 1/20. 
ll,lfantry engaged . 272d Regiment" on.;9 July south of AN LOC. . . .:.t 
... ~ .".. 

: "0.· I i ,.~.:.:: '. 
':" ci.. Analys:l.~: .an4 . Evaluation: :.,. {I! 1.1;" J •. ... "''' .• t,,o .• 

, . ,_. , :".. ;' I • • •• I I ' .. , ,... I.' 'f • .; 

, .. (1) Long· rangeir.econnaissance patrols wex:eutil~~~4·;~u.r.ip'g.~th • 
• operatio~·; (see :Annex..I~.·. . , , ,.;.;:,/~ ':,;' .:"'" ;~:'/; 

'. ~..' : :; -"'~." '. '. .: ,,:.,. I ',. f •• , 1 ' 
, . . (2). Prior to' Opera~'ion EL PASO II/III the 179' ¥.d I ~ne .. ~pabl.;u,ty of 
··;attaqking in BI~ ILQNQ,Province with three VC r~g~~e~t~:'AAfi::.t~e~ N1jA 
.'l'egiments,totaling.·apprpximately 10,350 .~el)-.l;,·.+~.,app~~r~d if~at. LOC ~INH 
_ W'oul4,. be the target,. Con~acts. with. gro)?'p$S:·:9119Qal. .• ~~~~:ua:~ and D:lOrtar 
.1'&tt".~k8 on triend~; .to:rt:~.;; ~ere the,. 1l1gn~t~Cat.nth~~~~.,.~ct.iV1t1.es ~n the 
',pl'OV1nee: Pfiween 20 May and.l~i .J}Ulf3)i196~:,M1.en. ;t.p~ .21~d ~e~~~~t- ":1a.s" .. 

. . enga.k_d by·.lem.en:tt, ot .the J3d :~~1rge3e~pls~" ;tnt~tr;y:Pi~s~~Jlf 

" (3) Pt·, In;t.erogation Finding$:~~ I ... : , •.• ; ..... :. 
. II" .l.,· -' 

.' . . . i. ," • • '. ., ., .• _ .. 

(a) On 29 May, a NVN soldie·r., .VI VAN: T"I, ~a:iliec1 in PH.OUC.' j;d~p' 
'ProVince~ He stated he was from the- 25QA NYA R.~giment. ~he .25.Qth.JIV'A . 

. Regiment was reported to have ten in£,i;ltrat'~on g~~ps when it· irit'iltrated 
into SVN. VCregiments are no~~lly .9ompq~ed.:9,f. tour groups. Indica­
tions . are that a considerable number' of' NVA soldiers become ill during 
infiltration. Some- of the extra pers~)lme:J,.·.wer~, probably meant to rep~ce 

'. '. those los,t ciuring infiltration,' )lowe~e.r ,,'~~~ .?~.,~h~se ,~ent) .to the ~h' ,'. 
DiV,isi~n as replacements for the 271·~.,. ~~:7~d~ m.d ;27~~' Re~ents •. 

. . ':", ' . ~, . • II - ' ••. 
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(b) Four NVN soldiers were captured during the battle of 30 June. 
One died prior to interrogation • . Of the other three, two were squad 
leaders and one was a platoon leader. One NVN captive' stated he \,las 
from the 602 Group with an aUas of BAC . SON. BAC SON is an AY..A tor the 
250th NVA Regiment recently infiltrated into III CTZ. One NVA captive· 
stated he was one of a group of 45 who were sent to the 2d Battalion, 
271st Regiment. Another captive from the 1st Battalion, 271st Regiment . 
reported his battalion c.oIIllIlCl,nder \,Ias ~killed in the battle. An AN/PRC-10 
radio was captured during the battle'. ' It l'laS probably used by a batta­
lion sized unit. It appeared to be hit by a cau, and had been tha radio 
of the 1 st Battalion, 217th Regiment. Two captives stated the Headquar- . 
ters. of the 9th VC Division was near the SUOI BO stream. The location 
of the SUOI BO is unkno~m, but may be in the vicinity of XT 5f!fl7.8 Group 
4 of the 4th Regiment and· Group.329 were also mentioned oy theca~tive~ •.. 

(4) . From the peri~d 9 June thru 10 July 1966, the 1 st an~ 3d 
Brigades, 1st Infantry Division had engaged and decisively defeated all 
major elements of the 9th VC Division.. . By 15 July it was apparent that 
the 9th VC Division ruid abandoned its offensive,inBINH LOIJG Province, . 
having sustained heavy losses in all battles. Contacts had diminished 
and friendly units began preparing for movement to nevI areas. 

(5) Based on VC personnel losses the follol'dng is an est~mate of 
·the effectiveness of the 9th Division. Thi~ estimate is based on the 
a.ssumption that. fairly well trained troops are .available .inZcne. C. 
Ca.sualty figures indicate the probability that all battalions' of 273d . 
Regiment were reduced to 50% maximum e1'fectiv~ness •. The 2d Battalion,. . 
273dRegiment has had sufficient time to become combat effective now. 
The 1 st . Ba.ttalion probably. \:,)ecame combat efi'ecti ve by' 15 July. The 
3d Battalion probably became combat effective in early August. The 
272d Regiment was probably reduced below 80% effectiveness on 8 J~~e, 
and belo\,I' '50%· e,t'fecti veness on 9 July. No practical analysis can be 
made of its individual battalions. It was probably 90% effective in 
late. August or early 'September. The 271st Regiment was probably reduced 
to less than 50% effectiveness on 30 June. The 2d 'and 3d Battalions 
appeared to have t~ken the majority ot the casualties lo~ing many of 
their leaders. The 2d Battalion may have suffered as high as 75% 
casualties. Even assuming personnel will be redistributed' throughout 
the regfmen~, it p~obably 'did not achieve combat effectiveness before 
mid August.· . ...., '. .., ... ~ .. :. . , 

. (6) Any battalion of a reg~ent or' .any regiment of fa division can 
assume· a combat ready posture in a relatively short time at the expense' .. 
of other Units in the regiment or division,' if the VC choose to do so. 
Any ,action of this nature :would probably be an attempt to deceive friendly 
forces into assuming the \-Thole ,~egiment oJ.' qivision has recovered • 

• ' • • ,u' .,~"., ••• 

,. (7) lr/eapons lost during the, e1')~ounters :were ~ignificant 'but Will 
probably not have ar,y long' range 'effect on the units. effectiveness. 

. ... ~ .-' .: . .: . 

.. (8)'VC constru.cted ,trench wo;r.~s~~th. 'O'\ferhead cov:er, consisting 
of logs and earth, have been 'built 'intp eXisting plantation drainage 
ditches; '. Small shelters have be.~n ,<;lug into the sides. These fortifica­
tiQns provide good cover ~ They.: are,; probably Qonstructed and utilized 
by local forces. . . '. . . . 

(9) On 17 June vicinity XU 746135 a small ,quantity of medical 
supplies were ,captured. These supplies, trom Lisbon, Athens, Paris, 
Saigon, Hue, and New York, indicate VC still have supply sources out-
side of the country or thatpreviotis reserves have not yet been exhausted. 
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(10) A rallier surrendered at LOC NINH on 04H25H June. He was 

interr..ogated and evacuated to tne miitary Interrogation Center in 
Saigon. He 'claimed to be a",~mber of a company of Cambodian bandits 
working with the, VC. It is possible that there are Cambodians working 
with the VC particularlY in transporting supplies and in the local defense 
of bases near the border. ' 

. (11) Activities Subsequent~to 15 JulY: 

, , ,(a) Reports froln an air observer and a FAC reinforced earlier 
findings from Operation BIBMINGHAN that the road fromKATm,r (XT 3390) 
to SROC CON TRANG (XT 5784) is. a VC supply route thrQugh .War Zone C'. 
The eastern limit of, the. route was "seededll'wtth COO., Th~ VC village 
of SROe;: CON TRANG, which was active during, Operation, BIRl.fINGHAM,was 
destroyed by air strikes. ,The. road is not used oetween XT 5784' and the.' 
SAIGON River. The cllscovery of a bridge a·cross t~e river ,vicinity X'f' " 
6085 indicat'ed a jungle road exists frOlJl SReiC . CON TRANG t,o ,the bridge~ '. ' 

. :, . . '. . 

(b) In BINH LONG Province there are two VC main crossing points 
along Route 13'. One in vicinity XT 7673 and. the other vicinity XT ,7299. 
,The rQads are consistently blocked and small arm~ fire is,usua.lly'. ' 
received when travelling tln'ough the:.are~. ',..",', ' ". 

(c) Reports from agents ha~ indicated 'the CUU LONG'QUANG YC 
Regiment was in the LONG NGUYEN ,area. The,translation of' a captured VC 
document concerned, '''Instructions Re12:ti,veto the Active Opposition" , 
Against the Enemies' ,CHIEU. HOI Policy J" dated 7 February 1966, and was 
issued by CUU ~ON~Cur~ent Affairs. Curren~. Atf~!s .9Q~ttees,are 

. political in nature and are ,found to some extent at eacp echelo~' tr.om 
village ,to' COSVN. Altho'ugh the CUU LONG QUANG was re:te~ted to asa , 
regime~t, it is probable that it iain f~ct a politJ.cai headquarters', 
of province or region level. ',' ' , . ' 

, , :(d)' Sources, including Imagery Interpretation, ~ft a~!e:, SLAR, 
:agents',and captives indicated a VC force located bet"reen SROC ,CON . TRANG 
(YT5785) and the Cambodian Border. The bl,lild-up appe~:¢.)~l~' be.~en-
'$i"e,' however~, its exact nature could not be determine,,,-. ,Its, pr~ty 

::to' the Cambodian, Border and the lack of landing zone.s in: .. the .. area,'ina.d:e', 
:itunprofitable to attaekthetarget area withgrQun,~,\'fpr.~e~~f,a:~: t:he VC 
:'would}lave amp~etime to., move across the bord~r., , The,'~.a;r:'g?~".~a's atta.cked' 
~, air. No :BDAwas "possible due. to th~ dense" ~Wlil;e I,~anow~" , ' 
I. '. . . I'," . •. • :. "..: .... ; :..!,. . . . l' .. 

';. e. "CA/PSYOP:;' ~: .. '. ",", ",d,,; .. ,:~ 
. ,,',,' ,:. L,'! •..•.... r .~. . ,_ I .:, ,,' i l . :' "f •. ," '" ( •• ~ _ ~l' 0'. 

(1.)' Psychological Operations~; in support of Operation EL PASO II/III, 
:theoivision dropped 46,million leaflet~ and'playe9- over 190 hours.of 
:loudspeaker appeals ,during, the, period.. ,:8 Junethro1.,lgh :3 September. Two 
'br.oad thelMtic approaches were utiliz'ed: the· first approach, Combining 
,:Power, Chieu Hoi and Safe Conduct, themes, was 'directed at hard-core VC 
';Units in the area; the second, explaining G'Vt{ goals and achievements, and 
,utilizing primarily JUSPAO materi~, was aimed at tlle ci~an population. 
In, addition to the JUSPAO material, :output directed at the "civilian :t.ar-· 
';get audience included the divisio~'s request for intelligence, E3xp~?ita-
tion of MEDCAP, and .publication of:,curfew regulations. ,: .,',' 

,,' '0' , 'Vhilethe majority of the leai'let' mat-erial utilized by the division, 
: 'came from stock supplies of JUSPAO and the 2461"1h PsyOps Co, ,some 
'2,875,000 leaflets were prepared for Operation EL PASO on 1ihe division's 

, ~printing 'press. These leaflets were developed to respond to tactical. 
,,'requirement-s, and they were 'delivered on target within 12 to 24 hour's 
,~er the:requirement was' knQ~. ' . Such spe,cial purpose leaflets were 

. ' 

" 
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designed., ·.produced; and delivered to exploit the victories of 30 JWle 
and 9 July ~·~to exploit a threatened strike by the workers of the XA CAT 
Rubber Plantati'On by blaming it on the VC., and t'O exploit the emergency 
airlift 'Of rice to the pr'Ovince on 25 - 26 July. 

Loudspeaker appeals included both·~prerec'Orded' JUSPAO and 246th PsyOps 
Co tapes., and texts prepared in the field for special situati'Ons. For' 
example., special tapes ~th surrender instructi'Ons and Chieu Hoi appeals 
were developed and play~d within hours ~i'ter·· initial contact during the 
engagements of 30 June and 9 July. . , 

To expl'Oit ~u~ly information''Obtained from a NVA pris'Oner captured 
d\lring the battle of 30 June., a, special pr'Oject t~am fr'Om JUSPAO 'was:' 
requested. : This ·t.t:;aIn c'Onducted extensive intervie't-IS "lith t):le prisoner. 

"Thema,terial a9quired will be used to prepare future output. The team 
als'O:'surveyed civic acti'On pr'Ojects in the area •. They t'O'Okm'OvieS;and. 
recorded t~,pes for use in JUSPAO pr'Ograms.·.. : : ': " : 

Despit~ the ma.gnitude 'Of the PsyOps pr'Ogram,dirE?c-r.ed at VC units, 
'immecii::i.te·resulte were disapp'Ointing. Only ·two . fa:lli ers returned during 
the peX'i:od.,·and they' were 10,"J' level'members 'Of l'Ocal guerrilla'. unit.s. 
lrlhile.: the pOrtion of the psych'Ol'Ogici'tl ·operci.tioris program d.irectJed agaipst. 
t~~ Viet Cong units was not apparently pr'Oductive in tangible results·, !, . .' 

. ~.~.!.~ChieuHoi ral1iers., it was the first time the VCunits opera.ting 
in BINH LONG had been subjected t'O such a massive pr'Opagandaeff'Ort. ' 
Realizing that' psychol'Ogical'warfare is' a 10ng:terJjl operation., less .. 
than dramatic results B,re t'O :be expected 'f'ram tl1es\}' imtial"eff'Ons •. 

~'I • .' '. :,., ~ \'. ~ : -rv':,.~,;q O/~I;', ,! :.:,,: ..... ,::' • 

. . The quantity ot PsyOps materl.al di"ssem:tril{;tfed:" dtir1rig ,the' period was' 
acc'Omplished utilizing lRrgely orgfmic aircraft 'Of the divisi'On. Many 
missi'Ons were accomplished by utilizing 0-3 and laison aircratt during , 

, . period~ when .the aircraft would other.dse be idl~1 :though ~equired to be 
'On~cail~ This was aqc'Omplished thr'Ough coordimiticin:,yiith'AACC on the . 
basis that ,aPsyOps missi'Onw'Ould be standirtg", by readY :.ro:t"··'f'light any . " 
,time. during the ,day ·a.naircral't became .a.va.iiable~··;A~· niariY··a:s three and 
.f'Our.·missions a day were a·cClor.tplished ut.iliz1.ng tims teehIli~e;··with'Out 
interfering with·' aircraft conunittedto ,other taci'tticaX·5uPPcirt.'.' :\'Jhile 
the accomplishment of .an etfect1:ve 'PsyOps . pr'Og:rarii~~quires' nr'e':'scheduled 
ai~cra£t missions, such. wo'~k' can be don:e. u£~1izing 'standby' er.aft· oli I¥l' : 
as-available basis. " '·.r ·,f.·, .. ': .,;/ ' "31: :: :::' , , 

·(2) Civic Action. ·CiVic action programs conducted by the: division 
dUring Operatiqn EL pi\sd were, chara'cterized by' c-Idse ' odoi'd:ination' between 
the :division.,· agenci'es . 'of ,the GVNj" and the:,U$·.Advi'sory.' elem:ent:s~:: AU .• 
pr'Ograms 'were J !j6int eft<>rt·s: of 'the '1 st 1M cfritr;1'DiVisioil and' tin! t $ ''Or 

. agencies 'in'BINlFLONG 'PrOvince.··· '" . '.' .... '; .... (,,~q ':~:'~.: ,::' .... , 
" ' 'f" , •• ,~~.~ "0' ": ;t' .. ~I ··~ .• :i·~·,.) ',~ ,.,~ ,,; . 

. DUring the 'period,:''the''divi'S!f'On''supported the Special For~esBTeam 
and th~ Air 'Force's' l.rriPHAP·' (NilitttrY Pr'OVince' H'Ospital Assistande~' . 
Program) Tea:lId·lEDeAP)·prbgr:3m·by~pr'OViw:.iIg: additlon·a.l supplies •. 11: j'Oint 
program was. started ·between. the ~lILPHAP team and the 1/4th Cav f'Or I-rEDCAP 
pa.t!'ois~ Medical :pers'Onn~l came from' the 'lfiLPijA.P team and the ca.valry 
pro.vid.ed ·'security'·t'O"fJi6drt'tIhe·:·1.ffi!DCAF f;eam':irito ren-Late .2.reas···:dl':·the . . proVince.. .. ", .t, ,...,.{.:'!'~,' .\...!.~ .t,':, .:'; ":': f .• '·,:·":~·~·':" :"T ~!":'< .• 

I .... '4\,: ". ~",~ '.. ',,'I,i; j..... : ': ..... 1)'" , ;'!} i •. : 

'. :: In conjuncti'On with the 5th Division (ARVN).,. and \-lith the assistance 
ot . USAlD., vari'Ous pra j~cts.'Were '~6c'oril'o1:i'shed :. in AN LOe.. . The ·dispenM.:r,r 
in the hamlet of: DUe: \i"INH 'HAl' was repB.ire.d~'· repainted;' : and· ,rwmi.m:g ~la.ter 
installed.:' A to-undsti'On 'was prepe'red"f6r~' an'a:ddi"c.ion ·too the,'BINH· LONG' 
h'Ospital in HOl\TIQUAN.·: In conjuricti'On with tl1eCatholic:priest· :1nQUAN 
LOI, Engli:sh : classes 'we~e sta.rt~d:·at "the' e~.itholic ~dl:iool~~ "; , .... : .,' 
, :.. • • ' '. :'" .' '~' • 0 • "' •• , OJ (. 
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One progrl'lm which was extremely well received was a series of 1 st 

InfantrY" Division Band concert.s. During the period the band played at a . 
dedic~.tion ceremo:lY tor a new school. in LOC NINH~ pfl.rticipr,ted in a 5th 
~jivision (ARVN) Awards ceremony in HON QUAN, and pla.yed concerts twice 
a.t LOC NINH, three times at HON QUAN,' and once atMTh1i THANH. One con­
cert a.t LaC NINH was preced~d Pyapa.~~~ through the village.' Of the 
three 'concerts in HON QUAN, two were at· the market square, one was at 
the BINH LONG Province Hospita~. 

: ~ng the period, the div-ision paid·.56,5?O $~ in solatium payments 
to victims andtMdlies who were killed or inj1.U'ed as a result of 1 st. ..... 
Infantry Division opera~:ion~. Four civilians weI;'e killed and eleven. 
wounded as a rest~lt ot t:LOrtar andart.ille~J fire,. and t.hree civilians 
were killed and four wotmded in an air strike erroneously called on a 
civil:l.an truck •. ' '.i.'he sollltium payments and condolence vis~ts .made as a 
result 'of these incidents were coordina.ted ·through the Sector S-S AdVisor •. 
and the District. Chief of the distri~s involved. 

. ., 

(3) Province Support Coordination ·Center. From 8 June through 20 
August, the~5 maintained a ProVince Support Coordination Center in 
the USAID HEiadquEl.nersin AN LOC.· This office, located in the irnm;ediat.liI. 
vicinity of all the 'major US and .GVN agencies in the province, was the 
tocal point'for all psychological·ope.rations, and civic acbion conducted 
Within BINHLONG . Pi'ovirtce during the operation. In the area. of psycholog .. 
ieal'operations,.media development '~nd.ta.~geting·were coordiMted with' 
the Province Chief; the Sector Psy,"Tar Advisor, the CHlEU HOI Chief, and 
VIS. Having these agencies immediately accessable to .the G-5 greatly 

. fe.Cilitated this coordination, and helped ensure theme.tic continuity. . 
In the areA.-of civic action, coordination was accomplished with the 
Province Public Works Office, the Public Health Office, USAID, and the 
Sector Advisory Detachment. 'As a 'result of these efforts. the programs 

· d~veloped were joint US/GVN projects and· followed esta.blished priorities 
tor civic action with1n the proVince. In addition, the Province Support 

. Coordination Center as!5isted in controlling,'prices and· wage levels, in ' 
· establishing joint US/GVN police Check. points, and in:·~ego~iatU?ns with 
the French plantation managers. The techninue of physically locating a 

· .full.time lbisonofticel',' or statf depending on requirem~n~s, in the 
· immedin.te.~cinity.&.r·p:rovince headmlarters proved its ~Orth in :PItrn LONG· 
Province.' , 

. ·;5io::~MISSIONf' ·In close coordination with III ARVN Corps ~ts; .::secure 
and defend initial installations in BINH LONGand.PHUOC·,I.ONG Provinces 
'and conduct· operations to locate and destroy fou~· enemy regiments within 
the a"&. . ,\ ',." . " 

6' •. CONCEPT OF OPEP..ATION: The general concept of operation was initially 
to deplqyforces to strengthen: the defenses· of the toc NINH:area_ As 
theesti.m?.te of en8ll\V strength increased, additional. add~on f.Qrces were 
d.eployed to further strengthen the defenses of LOC NINH and expanded to 
proVide seourity for ,AlIT LOC - QUAN LOI. and YJ!NH THANH. .Battalions were 
to' 'operate in respective areas "CJf 'operat.ion, around defended ll,reas and 
mliintairi' open lines of communication between the areas. Onc~ the base 
'areas were adequately strengthened,brigades would· conduct search and 
;d.estroy operations' within the AO"s to find and destroy tlle three VC and 
'one NVA"regiments' and their ,ba$~·s. Planning ~alled tor fiex:i..b;Uity· in 
·exeC\1tion~." Areas of operation would be ·adjusted •. taking advantage of 
. culTent intlllligence. . . 
~fc;. =2" j ::.,' ."~ •..• :....... .. .... 
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7. EXECUTION: 
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",I 

2 June - Changes in Ta,sk Organization 

3d Bde TAC CP (AN LOC) 
2/2S1#h In1' (LOC NINH) 
2/33d Arty ( ... ) (LOO MINH) 
0/1/4th Cav (LOC NINH) 

3d Brigade initiated Ope~'tiop. ELf PASO It at 1430H moving a tactical" '. 
CP from LAl KHE toHON QUAN. 2/2Sth lnt 'and 2/33d Arty (-)' moved by 
0-130 to the Loe MINH airfield. Troop D, 1/4th Cav Wll.S attached to the 
3d Bde and moved i'~('om PHU LOI to LOO NINH. 

:'. :'3· ,June -.Jd,Brigade forces improved defensive positionsmth 2/2Sth 
Int c9ndueting comP8:Dy., size~·patrols. in. .theLOO WINH area; 00 A. vip.~ 
7207, Co B.XU .7508, Go C XU 7210.~ There .Wae po. enell\Y' co~tact.: .,'. 

. Traop; n:, 1 i4th Cay oonduete~ :nsual" ~~.cP'~a,is.s~q~ ~oupd th~ LOO 
NINH:~ea:and introduced two.LF..RP teams; into an a.r~a Sl:l ot LOO l\!;rNH 
along the CambQd1an Border. 
.' ~....' • ". ..' " t. '. , • • : . ' • . '. : •• : : ; '... • • .' 

. 4 June .-' VC sightings' ~nd contacts increa.sed ,as' 3d :B~iga.d,. fpr.~ers , 
continued patrolling. and surveil.lan9."opern,t.iop~~i· ~/?Sf:.l'k;rnt, p~:troll.ed 
,lround tbe:.LOC NII,m area ,and improv.ed·.dI!t~l1siye:,position~o .. :', . . 

.. .f' '0 •• ., " ~. ". • J. . 

• . . ..'. ~ . . . . . . "~.I.· '.' . 0" ' •.• : • " '. ," • '. . •••• 

The LRRP teams (1 and I.)' ot Troop D, 1 /4thCav continued to opert.te· 
along. tbe Cambodian Border. Team' observed 34 VC iI:ldividually armed· 

. with various ,SA. and carrying o;ne 8,1mm mort~ vic. X'J;'. 5,92939, mov;i.;ng south­
west. ,Team. ·4 .. was. extracted. a.t :171 Sli artex: receiving SA fire fro.;n 4 ~ 5 . 
VG. '. '.... '" ... ' "",~,,, . 

Ii • '.' t,. .., ~...! . ' ... :' : . '.:; .. -

The· LOCNINH airfield and a OIDG camp to the south began receiving 
mo.r.t.ar. tir~ Rot; 22.20H from. the.. south .and· southeast. Simultaneously a . 
,plato~n .size. attack was .iaimched on the National P.olice.· station in. toe . 
N~Nii." : Artil:le,fy flnci mort~r ... returne.d fire;atid air"~~.~~.s .. ~~re .. ~~ed· . . 
in on· the·:VC PQsitipns •. · The· VO attack on th,e, police. station was".repulsed . 
'. • I: .0.· ") ... , .. ,. ..' I 

))y.~Nati9,nal'P.o:u.ce: and GI.DG for<?es .anc1 the il1P.~J¢.,ng· lI19~ar r;i~e .. '~eased 
~t ~,23bOH. Ca,sual,t:i,es.to ~rsQ.nn~l.~ere' :~g~t .. :. Troop .D, .1/4th 9a.v:.. " . 
~usta1n~ heavy d~g~ to th~~e:OH~1.3 ~d, fp~~ Ht,J~1l3 air:c.7;ili,... ' "~. 

'0' r '. •••.• • ',' • ,i • ' 

:" ,The 3d Bde CP r'_ined at HQN QU~~' ~d w~' s~c~r.~P,. by ~VN and OlDG 
tQrces~·. . . , . '. . . '.. ' 

• . .. .. " : : • '., 1 .".:;: .', :'. • toil: 1 t.:· I ~.: • 

.': • I .. • t. . • ',i }; ~ . , ..' . t " " . '.. " '. ; ..' •• ' ....., • •••• • • • " ~" " 

, " .- 5 June - Operation EL. PA~O .tl: con~~nu~g w.:!-~h ~128th :~nt:'~ se,a,z:ching 
, area.s.. :wheI'$ m.0\om or ·s:uspec:tep. ~ortar .. pos~:ti+o,;ne w;~~eused 4.~ing ·;tpe . 

previous nights, attack., .fe.t:r.o.~8 :discovered .. a 'o/ell d,ug-:Ln .. po,~~tion:vic 
XU 72.S0~ with. ,15 - 81 mm m«;lr:tar ,. r.o.u~d;J . stil~ in c~nisters~~ ': " ."_ 
... ;.' ~ . . ~ .',. ',." i" . r . ~ I • '0 '.' ' 

; " .Troop. 'D, l/4th Cav LRRP TeaJJi'(:~c~ged t~re: .W;it~ siX VO ~n ext.~ac~ 
,tio~ from an.LZ vic XT 6092 •. Two'Ve,were killed.(BO) •. " .' .. , , 
.. ,:(.:" ... :', .:- '. ..~',;:);';.,,; '" , ... :.... .......... . .. 

6- June .. Changes in.,Task.Q7;g~,zatiQl} . .. . . . . . ..... . 

I .• :· • 

. " :,;, "..:", .. :'/1 6th In! O~CO!'l ,;(i: ·a~ (LOe. RINK) : ' , 
, .' . C/2/1)th Arty'"A~ph., 2/.33d Arty (.;.) .. (LOe NINH) 

, . , 

,~ ", - The '3d' Bde.,OP. moved rro~·JliON"Qqp.N· t~ LOC NINH .~rtield.' 1/16th Int 
.joined Opera~~on ~L PASO ,II'l!io~ngltrom ,LAl .KHE to .a~ .1Z south,~a~tof , 
,LQC NINH (XT. ·7603) where ~hey esta.bli~hep. ,+.JSe~~~et,·.t;or }3attery. C, 
,2/1)thArty which mov~~ by ;CH-47 ,tr.o~' PHV LOl •.. Battery .Q" 2/13th was . 

. ,..! .. ' ... : • •.•. ".! •• 

'. ! i I'~:~: , ': '. . :' 1'.:., .~: .. 'f.. • II. • "'Ju '" ',' 
'': '. I ~ ,.' .' , 

ji~! t : ........ -" •• ' " • ... '. 
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"'CO~JF'(;}EtV fJ 71 L --.., 
'/3 placed under OPCON 3d Bde. 2/28th Int pa.trolled the LOC NINH area in 

~Qnjunction with ARVN and CIDG torces with negative contact •. The bat­
talion continued improvement ot defensive positions around the airtield. 

Troop D, 1/4th Ca,v conducted inspection and maintenance ot all a,1r.­
craft. 

7 June - OperationEL PASO II continued with nega.tive contact. 
1/16th In! and 2/2ath In! conducted platoon and company size partols 
around LOC NINH. Troop D, 1/4th Cav continued aerial,surv~illanc;:e C?t 
the LOC NIfllH area and repairs to damaged aircrat1;.~ " . , " . . : ~ '. ' . 

8 June ~.Changes in Task Organization· .' '.' ' . . 
2/2d Inf' OPCON 3d 'Bde (l-UNH ,THANH) 
2/18th IntOPCQN 3d' Bde' (AN~OC) 
A/l/4th Cav Atch 3d Bde .(~.tOC) 

. , 

The·.lst Intantry Division continued to reintorce Operation'EL PASO'II 
. and tQe 3d BdeTask Force. 2d Battalion, 18th Inl'ant~ was litted trom 
BIEN HOA to HON QUAN. Battery C, 1/7th Arty moved by 0-123 aircraft to. 
vic HON QUAN airtield (XT 7689). Troop A, 1/4th Cav moved trom LAl KHE 
to HON QUAN along National Route 13. The troop engaged two battalions 
ot the 272dVC Main Force Regiment in major contact at 1400Hvic AP TAU 0 
(XT 766750).ARVN ·artillery tires trom CHON THAN and HON QUAN and a 
total ot 43 Air Force sorties supported the cavalry troop. 2/18t:.h Int 
conducted an airmobile assault into an LZ vic XT 767750 at 1700H to . 
blockVC escape routes to the east. Contact lasted until 1930 when the 

: VCproke and tled to the, northwest ... ,Troop A and the 2/18t:.h Int remained 
:.overnigh1;. in the pattle area..:·:" . ..' . 

. . 2/2sth Int'~~troiie~' ip the: 1-0d"~INH AO and killed one VC, '(BC) wh~n 
. they ellgaged a. torce ot approx1~t'ely 20 VC at 1045H vic XU 713097. ' 
,1/16t~ Intmoved two compalrl"~s't.o secure Battery C, 1/7th Arty at·HON 

., QUAN. Company. C patrolled southeast ot LOC NINH and back with .negative 
,i'¢Qnta~t. '. 2/2.d In! moved from ,LA! KHE to MINH ';l'HANH (IT 675735) by'CV:-2 
<:'plt;>s;ing at ,1,945H. .,. I'" . . , 

, " • '. • L ,." • • ,." . 

. ~' ,9 June ~'Ch8.nges in, Ta,sk Organization 
•• ..' ~ ••• '. ' ' . ". I . . 

:. I ~:, ~'J 

',: :.. 

.. \~ ".' 

~.:" '. 

:! . I.,' .. • .. .',11 •. i· . 

. ;.) st In! Div TAC, CP (AN LOC) 
1st Bde TAC CP (MINH THANH) 

2/2d In! (MI~,THANH) Atch1515H 
2/16th Int '(Ml;~ THANH) Atch 1515H 
~/13th. Arty<{~) (DS) .' . 

. . . C/2/33d Arty, P:PCO~ 2/13th Arty (-) 
, 3d a9-e TAC CP (LOO.' NINH) " . ' , . 

C/l/7th Arty. (DS) OPCQN 2/33d Az-t,y' (-) 

. ~,' 

. " . . I, •• ! . '. ,"_ • 
' .. " . 

'. , _. • • • ',. . • : ,'I i • '. ," . .. . . " , .' 

MG "'~illiam De~y, 1st, ~. Di:v!;,pG ass,\DI\ed ci?n~X:91 ot Operation' ~~ PASO 
II with forward CP and Div Arty Het located vic HON' QUANairstrip.' 

1 st Brigade, ci~~~nced 'participation' i~ 'operation EL PASO II moving . 
a TAC CP to MINH THANH '(XT 6467) at 1215H. 2/2d Inf and 2/16th Int were 
attached to 1st ,Bele with Battery C,. 2/33d Arty at MINH TWill and 2/13th 
Arty (~) in direct 'SUPPOl"t 'at CHON'THAAlI (XT 7661). 2/2d Inf conducted 

,'extensive. patrols in AO BLACK and remained overnight vic XT 675745. ~ 
, ,2/16th In! J11Pved by,C-130 trom BIEN HOA and BEAR CAT and provided seQurity 
'. , . _. ' • ,I . ' • ,~ • • 

~for.the 1st· Bde forward CP., ., 'I' 

.. . ' 
, , 

~ ," " .,1' t ; '" '_ •. ~.,. !:, '; .•.• ~NFIDft"'+~·~.,. 
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~:·~3~· B~igad.~, co.ntinu~d ,p~:tt'Q1: .. ·~p~ratione;· .. i.n-\r:i~_LOC NIlInI - HON QUf~ 
' .. sreas.:· . Com~~~es·~:.:~nd· B'~ 111 ~t~.I~~~et~rned. from ·air1'~e]iCsecurity. .' 

. at HONLQUA1.l'·tcFthe·batt81.ion'·permeter sputheast' 01' LOC Nnm.· . Company C. 
: .·impro.ved cie1'ensiveposit..;ons •. , 2/28th In! .pl;l.trols around LOC NI~ 'made 
'. no 'conta,ct With the ··enentv.~ .··At1925H the ·ba,t.tal1on ~epeivM'~thi'ee mortar . 

· rounds at 'the south" end' '01' . the airStrip whl.ch· caused negRti ve . casualties. 
At the same time B~t.te:rY' 0, 2/1.3th Arty .1'ired il1 J~uppqljt 01' a ClDG pat­
rol in contact with an esti'ma;ted"2OQ VC 'vic'!XU 723079.' 2/18th In! and 
Troop A, 1./4thCav conducted~a .pdtic~ ot .. the,pJ;'~.ous day's battlefield •. ' 
Resultsot the. battl,e"are :9," VC KIA. (j3C);' "250'VC KIA (Prob), two 57mm RR 

· and 30 SA captured. '.Tr90.P·:A su~~aineo,13 )<H~. anq 30 lllA with one APC 
destroyed and one ·t·ank .and .on~Ar.C damaged,~ ,B,~tp elements returned to 
HON QUAN where they proVid~d ·.s·ecuri.ty 1'or diVfsi'on CP and Battery C, 
1/7th Arty. ,:i; '.,. .... ' 

! '-.(.' .. ",. " .. 
. . ,' " I . 

10 June - Changes in 'l'ask Organization 
, '., .~~ '....... J' I:, •. 'i,' .,' .~ . ~ '" . ", .', 0':, . 

1.st Brigade. , ., ., " ", .. , .. 
:. i·'! ':" ":' !. '\,:ti' D/S/6th .. Arty '(GS) (CHqN'l'HANl:i) . ,. ".,'. ':. ," 01. c.;:., 
'. :\" !;:," . l : Ill, ..•. '.~ '. ',':. . ...• ...' .•.. i'~ '~.;)::;/!' .. ,~ ,~UI*: 

. 'operation EL. PASO' continued wit}:l' 1st Brigade cond~c,!:-J,:ngJ~~~sive·. 
· patrols in A.O's BLACK. and BLUE.' During their swee'p ot ;1.0' B.LAClt, 2/2d 
Int:··.Qbserved 50 VC vic'IT' 673740. Artillery tire was plac~ij on~ th~ .. ,. 
target·.and, a subsequent 'search ot the area revealed biooi:i'!tr~6e$~' ..... . 
Company C, 2/2d Int 1d.lledone. VC (BC) and captured one SA in a briet 
tirei'ight with three' V~. " Tht(battalion moved ~o ~.,ov~:rrn.~~;.lop?tic;>n ., 

· vic X~:695755. 'The 2/16th In! con~~ct~d search and d~st~qy 9P~ra~iqns . 
in AO BLUE With companies'B and C~'whi~e Comp~y.A acted asl~b~.~rigade 
rapid reaCtion torce (RRF).: 'At 1.527H,Compani, A'was lii'ted into vtc .. 
n;. ·589675 .... :to.·enga~e a reported 20 .vd~ J~egativE,:;contact was establisned 

· and the 'Company remaine<i overnight vic' 'tr: &)'67 $<1 XT606(>. . The , 3d., 
· Brigade continued patrols and impr.ov,ePneI1~, :o(,<1e't~~~ive ;p.Osit·~oii~ .in tlie 

HON, QUAN - Loe '~NH ~.e8;s.. .1/16t.h 'Int c?nducte.q.,colJll?~:,arui ,!]~t-oo~ ,. 
stile patrols east ot Route. 13. 12/.1 ~h Int (-) eql,l;if.il'!:~~d, t:o" }'el:nf~~ce. 
the security 01' the HON QUA:N area, ~t.h ~roop A, '17-4~~ ·~~t·< CftmPapy .~, 

'. 2/18th' Int· conducted a search ahd dest;roy patrol to. the ~qrt~.est and ,': 
· returned' with negative contact. 2/28th In! moved Compwefi i( 'and B to . 
patrol bases vic XU SO0090 end XU 766082. Bottl companies conducted 
patrols in area and'returned'to LOO ~INH With negative contact. Campaqr 
C' conducted a c.ombat aasault into' an LZ vic' Xt:J 7151 81 then moved . and 
searched .thevillage Vic"XU!'712175 With:'nega:tive results •. The com~ 
~~\1rned ~o the . same. L~.,·:an~ ~s ~r~l~ed •. 

. '; ,11 June - C~~e~. ~n ~~s~ 9rg~z~\~<?~ ;., .:f. ._ • 

'.'.' 
. 3d Brigade:' ' .' '. ' ... : ". .~ .. 
:.' ·.C/2/16~~ i.~tlt'~~PC9N:'t; ~~9t1:'- "~ .. 

-Division Troops' .; t. • ., . r .' 
D/1/4th Cav 

• ,.. I' . .... 
..... 

. ,:,. ~.' .. ' :: . 

Se~n company size operat1'ons wei:;e' coildu~ted with1Jb~~ ';kjor' contact •. 
Company A, 2/28th Int with one ClDG pla1;.Qon at.;t.aqb~c;\ ... engaged the 707th " 
Battalion, 273d VC MainForce"~~ent viC' XU·7101.~.~at lOlQij '(Annex B), •. :· 
A CIDG com~ patrolling to the southwest ot Company. A established a., 
blocking position vic XU 7od09d~,.'··Cokpany C' arrived in the contact' area. 
at 1130H and moved to intercept and attack VC forces occupying Hill 177 
(XU 722112). Company C with the'recon platoon enveloped Hill 177 and 
atter artillery and air preparations 1'orced the tleeing VC into artillery' 
tires to the northwest. At 1445 the battalion commander committed ' 
Company B to assist Company A in their contact atter artillery volleys 
~!oi .air ~rikes •. Company B assaulted and overran the VC positions on 

o' •••• ,. • 

. , . 
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Hill 150~ The retreating VC moved south into the CIDG blocking position 
wherl3 they were engaged with heavy fire. All contact ceased by 1730H 
with the enell\Y sustaininp. 98 KIA (Be), 150 KIA (Frob). and one VCC. One 

, 60mm mortar, . one llR, and one MG were among the weapons captured. 2/28t.h 
In! sust~ined 33KHA and 33 WHA. Fo;Uowing reorganization,medevac and 
resupply, the bat.t,p.lion returned to the LOe NINH airstrip closing at 2200H. 
,l/16th In! conducted company size patrols with Company B on search and 
destroy operations south to vie xu sqO!h ,~~~p west and back to the ba,t­
talion perimeter. Compapy C conducteti an' airmobile assault landing in 
the vic XU 8407. The compa,ny moved to B,n objective vic XU 8290t8 and 
conducted search and destroy operations. The company WHS extracted at 
1415H and moved to ~h.e LOe :NINH airstrip "There ~h~y. were, a~~~ehedto 
2/2&h Inf. Company A continued to secure the battplion'perillleter a,nd· 
Battery C, 2/13th Arty. 2/18th Int continued improvement of defensive 
positions and local patrolling around HON QUAN While Troop A, 1/4th Cav 
secured the division CP at HONQUAN. There was no contE-ct. 

~ 1st ,Brig2dec~ntinued~atrols ,in AO's BLACK And BLUE., 2/2d Inf' 
conducted ser,rch cmd destroy operA,ti:ons in AO BLACK,.'wit'9Gc:)mpali;~s,~ 
and B. . Company c, secured their' overnight position. '.fUl: element'~: reported 
neglltivecontflct., At'1605 the battllllon 'was ortiered'to . mOve and occupy' 
defensive positions -Vic HINH THANH airstrip, closing'at2010H: 2/16t.h 
Inf conducted,patrolsand'estnblished ambush sites in' AO BLUE with nega­
tivecontact •. Company Cwas moved to LOC NINH by dV':'2 B.t '1600H to 

, assist in the security of the airstrip while .Compexdes A and B were 
ordered to ,return to the battalion RON positions vic. XT 63S674. c~osing 
at 1730H •. !~'he 2/13th Arty (-) at CHON THANH receiv~d a report from the 
CltON THANH senior advisor .of twoVC battalions in the deserted village 

,at 'XT735540. Artillery.from CHON THANH and the 175mm btryatPHUOC VINH 
fired into the village under control of a.n aerial observer three times, . 
during the da.;vand early evening. At' 1715 a CIDG force sent to thE', 

, v:LU:age reported tive VCKIA (Be) ,arid, many wounded as evidenced by the 
many' blood trail,S~. " . .. " ", 

12 June - Changes in Tesk; Organization 

" st Brigad~ 
,.',1':' ,t. C/2/16th Inf opco~r 1700H 

The division continued Operation EL PASO II with no enemy contact, 
, ,continuing pa.t-roland search ,operations and repo.~itioned: :fqrces,~ " .' ". 

• , I , ", • ,. f',. f· I •• 

lElt Brig~de condu~ted pa,trols in'-AO B.LUEwith 1/1 6th ~t ~d :i~ved 
CompanyC, 1/16th In! from LOe MINH tp-MI~ THANH •. Tpe company departed 
at 08S0H by CV-2 and' closed MINH THANH at: 1700H.. 2/2d.. +~ conducted 
'local patrols' ~round tl:leir ,overnight positiQJ\! ,','The 3d.'.l3r~gade continued 
pll,trol opera,tions in their defense ot the LOC NINH- HON QUANareas. 
At,'1055H, ,1/16th Int.and Battery C, 2/13th Arty moved by road to a new 

'lbflfiC vic XU 740060 •. Company B, .. ,2j.18th Int, conducted an airniobile assault 
into' an LZ vic: XT 657913, while Tz:oop A" 1 /4th Cav reinforced with a. pla­
toon troin,CompanyC, 2/18th Int bi90ked vic ~680913. Company B closed 
into. the LZ at 10:33 then moved and' searched the village vic XT 6791 
with·.l'legat~v~ resl.)J.ts. ,. Troop A,1/4th Cav returned to HON QUlUI while 
Company B, '2/1 SthInfremained overnight vic ,XT 680082,.' 2/2d Inf cori­

.tinued to .detend the LOC l\,"INH airstrip •. Compp..ny A dispt'ltched a pai;rol ' 
. at 1515H which'searcbedthe village ot LOC THIEN (XU 7208) with negative 
results. ,,,An,ambush pa.trol was lett .. behind vic XU 712088 as tnecompany 
~~~~Z;~El4)!o i LOq,l'IINHe.. ". ,:" V4. ,'" ~r 'A",',' " . "' . ' '.'- , ,'."~. i81»,_ . 

. r.;c·:',!;'·' "0:'" ~, ' •. :')~ ',,; ~, 
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-EONnDEt.J frnt 
13 Jun~",~ Changes in Task OrgAnization 

1st Brigade 
1/2d In! OPCON 1453H 
D/1/5th Arty (DS) 
B/2/16th In! Atch ,1/2d Inf 1610H ' 
Aero Rifle P1E1,toon D/1/4th Cav Atch 2/16th IntC-) 1245H 

Two LRRP teams introduc,e'd ·1nto"l;.rZ;1s ,~c, X1' 663561 and XI' 709551 gfdned 
enemy contact short~ after insertion. Artillery and air strikes were 
called in to support the extraction of the teams. 

A member of Tel"m 6 was killed in the vic of the LZ at XT 673556. 
,The patrol killed, :'our VC (Be) before ¢rl.lction, but were unable to 
lextX'P,ct.;tne pOW of ,'hhe defld member • 

.t ' • • , .• ': ", • " J ;:, " : \ i '. ",:1 •• ~ .: '. ' • ,:. ' .,': 

,'Th~ lst:Brig~,de,,1i1'ted 2/2d In! i~to ,LZ SVSAN,{xr ,()54484) in',reacti~n 
to the'LRRP contacts.: 'The batta.lion w~.s Una~le;,tQ 'e,stablish:,c~nta~t ?Dd' 
remained bve~ night vic, XT, 655583. ,1/2~ In!. was" ¥.f~ed trom,LAr I$E ,:', 
into An LZ·:v.;i.c;XT 738542.~ Battery D" 1/5th, ArtY,was:.;iifted by CH..,47 
into the LZ and attached to the 'Pattalicm., 1/~d,'+~ ,syJept ,to the f::ast 
with negCl,t:i.ve conta.et and re1tuz:n~d to ,the: Lz'~ , 2/16£h . .Inf' conducte~ , " 
patrols in A9 BLUE. Comp~,B was lifted;i~t.~ tli~ lZ "1'ic: XT 73S?42' a~d _, 
attached to 1/2d In!. ,': .. ';':'" " " ' 

,,' . " .. ', 
, , 3d Brigade contil'lUed the search for ve, forces in the LOO' NINH -, HON 
QUAN,AO's. 1/16th Inf' conducted pla,toon;size.patrols from the battalion 
perimeter withnegf1.tive contact. 2/28th.' Inf ,cQnduc-t;.ed patrols in the 
area of the 11 June' battle wher~ they located. 12" - 81 II'IIl;l mortar rounds 
and several VC bodies :in ,trenches vic XU 71911 f.. 2/18th In£' searched 
.the village at XI' 68m with negative results, while Troop A; 1/4tn Cav 
secured the DiVis,ion Forward CF at HON QUAN. , " ' :' 

14 June - Change~: i~ 'Ta~ , Or~~mization 'I ,'~ 

','I' 

.... ~",: ... L ',: :, ' , 

1 st ~/~';S:h WAtch 2/16th In!' (_) (~UNH THANH) 
•• , ••• '. • f,", •• , 

lstBrig~.de conducted 'sweeps of" AO's BLOOD, SILVER and BLUE in 
:ee,arch of::, the: Vp::1'orces engaged by the UlHP teams on 13 June. 1/2d, 
Inf" patroll:e.d; tbe, western portion of AO BLOOD with negative ~ori.tact:ow 
2/2d In! ,wi.th LRRP Tea~, 6 ,rec~vered the body Qf, \th~JJ!.RP ~emb~,~ te~t, ' 
on 13 June nc XT: 663564.'" The,pattallon copduct~d,p~.t~ola !.~qm acpase ' 
viq XT '657582. '2/16tb', Inf . .'s.ecu~ed the brigade, !orW,l;\rd Pf'-~,~ :apd patrolle,~ 
AO : BLUE with n~gl!,ti v.e, eontMt,., ,: A-t;. 1415, CompRW A,:: ,1/2.I?itA'~C : wps; ~t,t'ached 
to theba:t;.tl1liop.. :pne ,p;tatpo~ from Troop C; ,1 /4th"Cav~: secu.r~,d th~,',2/1,~th 
Arty (-). and:Ba,tte17:O, 8/6t.h' Arty ;at, CHON,~~. ,it- '.":;',, ',", ;' 
• " . , " ,,': .; , , " • ~ , .I i. I : ,: ,i, ;'. ' • : ."," :. • " ' ,; , 

, ; ... 3d Brigade~lements,: <;onduct~d;: e,xt,en!?,ive: patrols" aroupd: ,the base camp 
,U'~a.s.' .:~It'1 Sth Inf 9.ispl~cedCo~pM.y.,; A. tp', :vic, QUAlr',~OI airfield to '.. " 
secu.re: the- .'ar!5a, for movem~nt of ~-he" diV;i'~~pn :or, ,~d , 2/1 8th Inf (-), ~n , 
,1 S June. Troop A, ,l/4th Oev remained, v.ic, HON, QVA.N,l,p..i,rfield! ,2/1BthIni' 
secured the LOC NINH airst,r5.p·~th, '.c;~Jllparor a.1'ld" platoon, si~e patrols. 
1 /16~hIn1' cond~eted a companY size,! weep e~:?~, t,o :,~he ~l~g.e ;vic XU 
7702 with, nega.tl. ve contact. ',,:, , " '. ", ;. i 

.. 

~~,~;"::;:15,: ~une,~ Changes in Task Or.ganiz~tion " 
" "'J' " :.' ,'.' " .. •• '. ~ : ; ' , .' • 0:. ' ..• ~". 

, "; .. ,,1st. ~:~~a'~fl~ Platoon ~i1)4tn., Cav ,detach ,,290I(:.;:'·~~~:P'!,~": 
,: t '" ..... " , , .I 
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-EC)NFIDErvrlAL .. 
Operation EL PASO II continued with 1 st Infantry Division elements 

searching AO's in conjunction with 5th ARVN and CIDGforces. The division 
CP moved from HON QUAN to the QUAN LOI airfield vic:XT 8190. 

1 at Brigade s'C!arched AO BLOOD with 2/2d Inf uncovering a series of 
VC base campEl and installation~. A recently-. occupied, regimental size 
base camp was uncovered vic X1'" 690551. 1/2d Inf swept the southwest 
pOltion of AD SIL\~ with negative contact while Company B, 2j16th Int 
~ortt.inued to secure Battery D, 1/5th Arty .. 2/16th Int (-tpfovided the 
brigade RRF (I.nd secured the MINH THANH brigade CP. . . " . 

'3d Brigade CP remained vic QUAM LOI airfield secured by 2/48t~ In! •. 
Patrols searched the LaC NINH Rubber Plantation with negative contact. 
1/16th ~nr sealed and searched the village vic XU 770085 with negative 
results. The battalion CP remained vic XU 7407 with Battery C,. 2/13tll ... : 
Arty. 2/18th Inf secured the road from HaN QUAN to QUAN LOlw1th Troop' 
A" 1j4th.Cav for displacement of the. Division Forward CP which closed 
QUAM LOI at 1615H. 2/18th Inf closed QUAN LOI and secured the division 
C1:'. Troop A, 1/4th Cav returned to HON QUAN., .... .' . .. .. , 

~'6 June -' Operation EL PASO II contin~ed with eie~nts '~ondudti~g 
search and dest:roy operationf;l in their %:'espective AO IS est~.blishing no . 
s;i.gnificant contacts •. 2/2d Int destroyed the VC!.regime~t.al size pase . 
camp founq .on 1.5 June in AOSILVER" andreU),8.ined ovel'~gh.t ~c XT 688565. . 

. 1/2d Int .searched AO BLOOD to the west and no!:'th1.oTest l'our .. ldlometers from . 
their battalion base •. 'l;'he battalion remained',overnight Yic .X+' 7:38562. 
2/16th Inf secured the Brigade Forward CP, conducted local patrols and 
acted as the brig~.de RRF. At 1315 Company fl.. located and destroyed 15·' 
bul'lkers and toxholes ·vic XT 617690. 

3d Brigade continued extensive patrolling operations in their defense 
of. the HONQUAN - Lod'NIN~ areas. 1/16th Int secured.Route 13. from XU 
7B6163·to XU 741177 for pa~sage of a resupply ,convoy fr9m LOC, ~INH~ . At . 
0730H Company A moved.to vic XU 755090 where a base·w~s.established and 
patrols conducted. The company returned to the. battaiion ha~e at 1415H 
leaving a stay behind patrol at XU 760076.2/18th In! secured' .the , 
Division ForWard CP at QUAN LOI. Tl~OOp A, 1/4t.1:1 Cav ?-~tached to '2/18th 
Int secured B~tter.y C, 1/7th Arty vic HON QUAN airfield. 2/28th In! 
se~ured:t.heLOC NINH airstrip and 3d Brigade CP. Company B patroUed . 
west. to. vic XU ~02115, then nortbtoXU 710130, east to ,XU. 7251:27, south' 
to XU 7~2112, and southwest returning to the perimeter at '1617H with' • 
negative . ~~nt.act. . 

1·7 . June - Changes in Task Organization 

1st Bri,ade. . . : 
D/l 5thAr~y r.eturned. to ~~ .Kiilj: .. .'~ 

; ~', .. ; . ",: 

'.' . 

.. " .! •• ' •. ~ 

.. 1 st Brigade conducted search and. destr~i operations ~n AOls ~ILVER, . 
BLOOD and FALCON.2/2d ·Int swept.. f~pm :~q.el.r ·qvernig~tpos~.tion to LZ 
SUSAN (XT 6658) and a~ 1220 were. l:1,fted 'ba~k to MINH THl'..NH.closing vic. 
XT 631665 a.t .1719H •. · 1/2d In! .swept fro~ jthE:lir It0N. PQ~i~ion i~ AO 
FALCO~"qp'd.;ef1tablis~ed ~ pa:~.rol base vic.~t 75.5.~8~.",,~ All ele¥l:~n,t-~. ,closed 
at 1415H. 1/16th Inf secured the brigade base camp and engineer elements 
working on the MINH .THANij airst;dp. Company B was lifted from RON 

. position vic XT 75454·5 and. ret.,urned to the battalion base camp at 1550H. 
3d Brigade elements conducted patrols' and search and destroy operations. 
1/16th Inf moved Company B at 0200H to a ·bJ,.pcldng position north of the 
village a.t XU 7203.. CIDG forces swept north through the village into 
the block with negative co~tact •• Company B·sw~p~.ba~k~o·their base. 
camp area closing a~' 091 5Hwi th ' negati veool1'ltact: ~ CCmtpany A patrolled 

. . 

1.5 .. ' 
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to vic XU 760078 returning to the battalion CP at 1620H with negative 
contact.2/18th Int provided security for the division CP at QUAN. LOI 
with platoon size patrols while Troop A, 1/4th Cav secured theHON QUAN 
'airtield.2/28th Inf (-) secured tpe LOe NINH airfield.. While s\·reeping 
trom their ovemight position Compaily A engaged seven VC vic XU 744131 
capturing three and one carbine" 

18 June -' Changes in Ta~k'· 6rg~.ciiation .' 

1st Int Div 
. a/61:,h Arty (-) (CHON THANH>,:(~S-Re~.hf 2/13) 
1 st;.. Bri' ade. '. ·".'n; '.' .... • .. 

,A/1 '28th In! detach 1730~ ~ ~ :,:.~ .. ':'\~:.' .1: ;;'.' .. ::': .:. 
3d Sri ade . ' .. ~ " :' . l,:.'. '. \ ; •• ." •.. 

. ,.l/fib,· C~v. .. ( -) (AN LOe L ':.; · .. '~01 :,.;:> :":' .... " 

'.'-,;" 

'\ 

. ,··A/1'14th:Ca;'.d.eta~h 19O:0ij'" ".'.: \, !.'~.: '" . 
, .' , .,' ..... . " " . .' .' J.r .. ', . . 

", , O;~r~tion.EL.: PASO I:r continued '~d1:,h th.~· ·~vis.i6n' 'i~crea'siiig the 
,'number 'ofpa~icip~t~' ~ni ~s :'.' .1/4t,li.)·:av' (-t ';"':i. iH ,~fP'9Ps ,? pnd.·C 
conducte~ a ROAI)RtJNWE;R :·o.perB:~=I.<?n fro;n .P~U;O~ tq 'FlON fot'1!,AN, oY,er Rout~ 13. 
The ,$quadron .alsp proVl.de~ c.onvoy s.ecurJ.ty ,for lie~dq1,WX,ters' '8/6th' Arty 
and Be,t'teryB, S/6t,h:''J\,;o:tY :Which moved to CHON "THANH tlo ·j·oih·:satt:er,j D,. 
S/6th Arty' and 2/~3th 'Arty (-')~ The squadron closed 'liON 'QuMr at'1615H 

.. ,and came under OPCON 3d Brigade •. ' Troop A, 1/4th Cav returned to LAI KHE 
after the squa~on minus closed' HON QUAN leaving one platoon at CHON 
THANH to secure artillery elements. The operation \'Ias conducted without 
incident. 

" .. 

. 1 st Brj,gade~ .elements condu.cted local patrols around battalion peri-
, ':met'er·s. ·while. 'engineer elements continued work on the NINH THANH airstrip. 

CQmpany' .13,' 1/2t!t.hIn1' was det.ached from2/16th Inf and moved from l-UNH 
THANH by CV-2 and CH-47 to muoc VINH closing at . 1730H. ' '.:~' '~" " 

1'1 '., , • '. • • 

3d' Brigad~etemel1ts co~dt.1cted securj,.typatrols in the LOC NINH, HaN 
QUAN, and QUAN LOI areas. A stay behind patrol from Company C; f/6t,h": 
Intengaged two va 'squads .vic xu 72099S','wounding three. The renud.nder 
of the company move4. 'fr91l\ 'theil' RON posit:i,on and swept the area in 'all';l 
at~em~ to regai~co~t.a?t ,wi'!:oh negat~~ca 're$p.lts.. The comp,~~:r'!td~u,rne~· 
totheJ.r RON posl.tionVJ.c XU 726015 .. , A..stay behind patro.l·v:Lc .,~"T: . .72~95, 
engaged three VC at 1755H •. The VC .:.t'l.~d .. and,·a subsequ~nt.: Lseareh' '6f the 
area revea.ied pools of blood 'and evidence that a body Iliad be~n: :d:raggea:'" " 
,~way'., 2/1 8th. I~r dispatched a pat.rol trom Company C, to vicXT S32894 to ' ' ' 

,., , ~sslsta PF 'unit in contact •. 'The patrol..received 30 rounds SA fire in . . ~ .. ' . . '. . . . ~ . . .' : . . . . 
,~he contact area, and a~ter returni~g. the fire swept :the areS;' Wi,t)1' .. 
:n~e;atiye contact.2/28th Int .cond'uctedan a;lrmobile ·assault.·}'iitli.~6ii;pany 
C ,i'nt,o ,LZ KIN~,(XU 6~9.04S) at ·0940H •. The company s't'lept int.o,.:t:i. ·blC?cki.ng 
1:P~Sl.t'ipl}. establisl}ed by 2/9th .ARVN el~nlents .from XU 70S0a,':to XU 707077~ 
~t 152.0 'Cqmpany: p~'!p'a.~ie'\ .. :t~~q~¢~,~~e~lo:c~~P.t~ .r?~~?~a~~ r~e~]1~~ed t~"the 
.L9G ~NH .pe~~~~er ,~th.~e~?-~J~'f~ 1~!?'1~~q~'.·'~:":;l; p.,;, 'j,.:;~ •.. f',· .... :r .. , .. .. t, 

,. '. <0', f I .~:. !':' '-'~ !";-. ";: .. ",: • ",; ;~··.".:··~I· ~1 .... ; .... 
19 June - Both brigades conti'nued 'patrols and sam-en and destroy 

;operations with.no sl;~ifi~ant enemyr ~pt:ltact... 1st Brigade CP moved to 
(XT 640670. 1/2d .Ini' .. s~ept the .south~C!-st,," ~rea Qt., AO FALCON. 2/2d ¥. . 
"assUlned respons~b:i,lity ~or ·the .d~t~mse.:~,-8f~ :~h~ . b;:r;'~g8:de . base camp atOeOOH 
and.secured.en!p:neer.l'{or;k partJ.6f? in,~he ~rea.~, ~/16th Int searched VC 
~UP~iY .routr;s in';AOSl'!Olr (~~ i~.t5"25) and:·plac~d· .. ~z;.~p flares along supply 
~8 .. 1 s. :.'~ .,'. .1' .... , ."I.~.I.': ",' .. '. I , .. ;., .. 

. .. \.~: .t':'; :. i' i ~,: 1:1""._" : ',' '~:, ': ' 

3d Brigade. cOll~~nued: fia:t~J;'.olS ' ~cl. searqh and d.~.~troy ope~ations 
. around LOO NINH" HaN evAN, and QUAN LOI. ' 1/4th Cav ( .. ) conducted a 
: reconnaissance of., Route 13 from HON QUAN non..h~long Route 13 to vic XT 
.:73.96 and returned. Troop B r.eQeiveli, ~PQriad:i,c' s~ . fire during the . . . , : .''-' .. ' ' I \', ,: . . 
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C Ol't;J riDEN' , fA L:. 
operation. 2/18th In! elements swept fiv~ kilometers to the northeast 
and southeast of QUAN LOI and continued security of the division CP with 
negative contact" 2/28th Inf patrolled around the LOCNINH airstrip 
with negativf'l contact. Company B moved to an overnight position vic 
XU 730125 e 1/t6th In! swept areas northeast and southwest of their 
perimeter with negative contact. Company C returned to the 'battalion 
bMe al"ea from their overnight:position at 1155H. 

20 June -Changes in Task Organization 

Division Troops ' 
1/28th In! OPCON 1307H(SONG BE) 
B/l/5th Arty Atch'1/28th In! 0938H 
D/1/4th Cay detach 

1 st. Brigade ' 
',' 1/2d Int detach 1245H 

, D/l/5th Arty (DS) 2/1 qtb In! 1450H, (DAU ~IENG) 

The 1 st Irlfantry Division continu~d Operation Ei. PASO II moving 
infantry battalions with supporting artil;lery to the SONG BE and DAU 
TIENG areas. ' 

i' .. 

,1st 'Brigade Forward CP moved a ta,c~ical element to Dim TIENG along 
with 2/16thInf and Battery D, 1/5th,Arty. Preparations were conducted 
to 10ca~e,VC caches in the area west of DAU TIENG. 2/~d :!J:l.t;, secured the 
br;ig~de CP a,t MINH THANH and patrolled AO BLUE with negative contact. 
One platoon 9f Troop A, 1/4th Cav continued security of arti!+ery elements 
at CHON THANH.1/2d Inf was extracted from AO FALCON. The battalion (-) 
moved ~o: PImOC VINH with Company A going to ,LAI KHE. :,:'" ':, .< 
, ! 1/29th ,Int was lifted with Battery B~l /5th Any from PHUOq Vr~ to 
SONG,BE airfield under' division control~ Company B moved from LAI KHE, 
to .join the battalion. . 

. ' 

: 3d B~igade elements conducted search and destroy operations in co~-
junction with CIDG and ARVN' forces. 2/28th Inf with CIDG forces sealed 
and search~dthe village at XU 7413. Village men were' . screened and 14 
VCC "rere, pointed out. bya VC captured on 18 June. The battalion wit,h 
the' CIDG ·forces. returned to LOC NINH closing at 1605H. 2/18th Int (-) 
swep.t the AN 'LOC.Rubber Plantation east from vic XT 7093 while Troop B; 
1 /4t~ Ca.v. bJ,'ock~4 on the soutl:l. Troop C, 1/4th Cavand two RF companies 
assumed blocking positions along Route 13. RF elements and one ARVN Cav 
troop blocked from XT 7193 to. )CT. 7393. Companies A and B, 2/18th In! 
completed the sweep to Route 13 'at t 650H with negative contact and all 
elements returned to their base camps at HON QUAN - QUANLOI. 1/16th 
Int' swept from.their base camp southeast to vic XU 775025 and northeast 
to ,vic XT 7809 and back with negative contact. 

21 Juri~ ;.' Chang~s' in' Task Or'ganization 
~ .: 

(::.', ~:. ' ," '.'Divisio~ Troop,S, ' 
'. '" BIt /5t.h .Ax;ty" Atch'· 1/28th In! (SONG BE) 

. 1,st,..Brigade: ":' ,.... '. 
C/.1/4t~ Ca~ OPCOIf 201.3H .'';. . . 

: . , Operation EL PAs6;":fI~ coriti"n\;~g.~th 1 st Brigade conducting airmobile 
a.ssaults northwest of' 'DAU TIENG and locating additional supply caches. 
2/16th.Int conducted airmobile assaults i.nto LZs PINl{'~rr'455553} and 
RED (XT 470515) .• ' Companies AandB. searched, t-he P.rea v:Lc LZ RED locating 
smallVCba!=l.e . ca.mps·and caches. The two compaIu.~~ engaged small VC 
to,r~es.:dth ~Qur.VC:l{IA(BC), .:two VC K~A (Prob), and. one VC captured. .. ~ '. .. . . - . 
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CONF'D£~Tlh~ 
Compan:vC lifted into PINK at 1510H and located ten tons of rice vic :J-~ 
IT 446559.;At l8S0H Company B located 183 tons of rice vic XT 455530. 
Comapny A remained overnight vic XT 463522, Company B XT 447438, and 
Company C XT 448550. 2/2d In! secured the brigade CP and engineer work 
parties at MINH THANH while maintaining one company as the brigade RHF. 

, 3d Brigade continued'~ecu~ity'· 6p~~ations. around base camps in BINH 
LONG Province. 1/16th!pf rems,ined as RRF tor possible commitment in 
the SOr-fG BE area. 2/2Sth I~t continued to secure the LOC NINH airfield. 
Company A s~rched the' hj,gh' ground northeast 'o,t' LOC NINH Vic XU 772122 
with negative contact~ ~ll8th' Int' secured the d.iVisl.on forward, CP at 
QUA~J LOI'minus t.he recon platoon which was attached to Troop C, 1/4th' ," 
Cav. for its ·move..~ , :. '. . ,'", . ' 

'1/4th Cav regained OpeON ot Troop'D at' 1700H;:"T%'oop'B escorted ", 
Battery C, 1/7th Arty tromHON QUAN to a firing position vic Xl' 798.3 to 
support a Troop C move to MINH THANH. One platoon of Troop A remained 
at CHON THANH and secured 8/6th Arty and 2/13th Arty (-). 1/28th Int . 
with Battezy B, 1 /5th ·,Arty continued' operations iIi' the SONG BE area 
conducting company and plat60n size patrols around the battalion and 
airfield bas,e., ' ' 

't, 
0'0 .. ,; 

22 June - Chang~s in Task Organization 
.. '.~ ~' " , .. :' . . . . ~:.'".' '. '<", ,- :1St.·'Brig~de·; .' ',: . " , 
,', ", .:;' .. ; :': '. ' .1/2d:tnf TAC CF atch 1513H (lUNH-THANH) 

.. ;.: ,;::.' ;', ,: A/1/2d Int, .. ' ... , . '. , '. 
" :C/~/4th;Cav'ateh 1/2d Int1600H 

I . . • ,:.~ • • • . • .','" 

; { " 

, I. 

" . , 

1s-tlhtantry Division forces continued'to discover VC 'supply caches 
in the· DAU TmNG AO, uncovering: 277 tons of rice and 100 sheets of tin: 
.2/2d Int conducted a battalion size: airmobile asse.ult· into. LZYEU.OV.~ 
. (XT 41'5528) to assist; 2/16th :tnt i~their search for' 'VC rice caches.' 

. The.battdion CP and Company A r,emained vic XT' 408515 where they secured 
Battery' A, 2/13th Arly Which·.was moved into the AO'by CH~4'r from CHON';' 
THANH.~Coinpan1·B searched to vic XT 435541 \omere'they remained over;:"'" 
night, 'CompapJ C established an overnight position vic XT 412565. 
2/16th'Inf continued ·to exploit and search areas of previous cache 

. discoveries.·· Company'B ·\lllcov.ered 250 aaditional tons' in the vic of'tne 
cache 10catedXT 447537 •. Company C located' and destroyed tour tons':of 
rice~ 100 .sheets of tin vic XT 445550. 1/2d Inf moved Company B from 

,.PHUOCVINH to secure.the brigade CP at MINH THANH •. . . . . . .' 
•• i, 

:,~ 'The 3dB~igade. conducted a ROADRUNNER operation south'ot 'LOC' NINH~~': " 
and HON QUAN"along :Route 13 to destroy VC road blocks and, rep6rted tax . 
'collection points. 1 /16t;h Int moved Comppny Csouth· along' 'RoiltEf 13to 
vic.)CI! "7?~995' with.nega,tive results~ Troop B;· .. ·1'/4th· Cav pii.trolled -so~th 
along Rout~"13"to Vic"XT ·765·610··and'·removed tour"roadblocks'iri route. 
2/1 Ath Inf'provided security tor Division FonTard CP and the QUAN LOI 
airt~eld.·· '2/28t.h Inf secured the LOe NHftl airstrip and searched the 
high .. ground . vic 'XU'7312 with.ne-gat'ive contact.. . , ;,.' 

• • 'I <." • • .':. :.. :';' " .. ' I I~ '. '. • 4 : .~. ; 4'," 

1/~Sth Int continued extensi;ve pa~rols in compCl.ny AO's arourld the 
battalion perimeter at SONG' 'RE~ I : There 'was negc.tfve- contact. " 

~ • I' . 
:. 'f'. \ : 

1st Brige.de .... . . :".: . '.. . 
. B/112d I~ OPCON t /2d Int 1 035H . 

, .. C/1/2d Int"OPCON 1/2d Int 1720H 
. 3d Brigade . 
. ;' 1/16thlnt'returned to'tLAI KHE1720 

,,~ I" ~', 

'. .: ~ ... 
! , .• ~' . ..: i. . :. '.1., 

.... . :": 0'. ' • 
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The 1st Infantry Division continued Opera,tion EL PASO II. Additionu 
VC caches were uncovered and several minor contacts were established in 
the DAU TIENG area. ROADRUNNER operations continued along Route 13. In 
the SONG BE area> 1/28th In! received five mortar rounds at 0630H in 
their battalion perimeter. Company size patrols were conducted out 
to five kilometers from the base camp. 

. .., ~ . 
Security tor the 1 st Brigade CP at NINH THANH was provided by Company 

At 1/2d lnt and Troop C, 1/4th Cav. Company B, 1/2d Infmoved from 
PHUOC VINH to 14INH THANH while Company. 0 moved from LAI KHE to l-ITWHTHANH • 
. 2/2d Int uncovered severalVC supp~ caches and destroyed several srrall. 
VO Mse camps. 2/16th Inf uncovered a major cache . which contained 1000-
tons ot rice and 8000 sheets of tin vic XT 447543.· Company A killed· 

. four VC (BC) in a fire tight in the vic of the supply cache •. Company B' 
engaged an unknown number of VC at 11 ooH vic XT 448544 and estimated 
tour ld.lled. There was no major contact by the 3d Brigade elements con­
ducting security operations in BINH LONG Province. Troop B, 1/4th Cav 
with Company B, 2/18th In! moved north. along Rout·e 13 to the CAM I.E . 
Bridge (XT 723973) and searched south and east of the bridge with nega­
t.ive contact. 2/18th Inf (-) secured the Division Forward. CP and con-

. ducted local patrols at QUAN LOI. 1/1 6th Inf moved to -the. LOC NINH 
airstrip where the battalion (-) was lifted to LAI KHE., Company 0 was· 
lifted to PHUOC VINH closing at 1520H. 2/2Bt:.h Inf' conducted local patrols 
around LOC NIMH and moved Company B to secure Battery C, 2/13th Arty vic 
XU 7406. . 

24 June - Changes in Task Organization 

1st Bri~ade . 
. e/1/4th Cav released OPCON 0730H 

Significant food and supply caches continued to be uncovered in the 
DAU TIENG area. 2/2dInf searched AO HORSE (XT 455575) uncovering 
severa.l small caches and engaging 25 VC B.t a VC boat building site vic 
XT 459568. "lhile searching vic XT 455553 Compail'y 'B, 2/16th' Inf 19.1led 
one VC (BC) and captured one CHICm1 SMG. The compal\V uncovered a 
supply c.ache that yielded 25 tons of sali, 15 tons of dried fish, 1000 
g~lons of kerosene,. 8000 aluminum pans, 1000 cans'sardines,' ten 55 gallon 
~s ot oil, 500 hoes, and 900 soup ladles. 1/2d Inf secu~ed the brigade 
CPat MINH THANH. . . . . 

. . The 3d Brigade conducted a ROADRUNNER operation with cavalr,y and . 
infantry elements. Troop B" 1/4th'Cav· and Company' A, ·2!18t.h Inf cleared 
Route 13 trom HON QUAN: to ,CHON THANH'. : Company! B', 2/l'SthIrif and Battery 
C, 1/7th ArtY' ;moved 1;.p' f). firing ~oSitibn Vic}XT':7680 to support. Troop 
C was relea.sed· fronr,O~CON :ht: Bri:g~de;·'and:~t'·'0730 moved, to vic XT 7600 .. 
Compa,ny A, 2/1 Bt:.hInf,r.et"hrned,t:~'·9UAN; L9r. ' 212ath.lnt continued local 
security opera.tions around ,:tl;le ~OC:~lf.I;NIF'airtield~':- :.:. - . 

. . ... l p, J ~ ..• ~. ',': •.•. ; .:=:' f]'l.. .' :. 

25 Jupe - The extraction/4es~ruc~ion 'or VC rice and supply caches 
continued in the DAU TIENG AO. ~12d Inf located ten tons or rice vic 
XT 449552 and 12 tons vic XT 451~72:and 'destroyed· several'"small base camps 
in, AO HORSE. 2/16th Int. destz'oye.~,}IC ~u'Pply' caches vicinity. LZ PINK and . 
conducted local patrols whichld.ll~!>ne VC (BC) vic' XT451551 at 1025H. 
1/2.d Inf patrolled in AO BLVE a,n"d .arcru.nd the 1 st Brigade CP at MINH THANH, 
with'Company B destroying. 1.5t.ons ot rice and five huts vic their ovez'- . 
night position (XT 410515) .. ' :. 

The 3d :6.," '?:,de gondu6ted.· patrols in the LOC NINH area with 2/2Bt:.h 
In! and in '1:;." 1UAN LOI area with 2/18th Inf. There was negative con-
tact. 1/4th (.a'if (-) contin-qed to secure the HON QUAN airfield with two 
troops." '- " 

EOfiJfIDEf'ff;~' 
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1 /28th .~nt conducted daylight patrols in the SONG BE AO to the .north 

and northwest of the airfield. At 2345H the battalion received::-f,'ive 
\. rounds 6Omm'mortar fire which caused no casualties or damage. 

\" , ' 
\ . . 
\~' 26 June - Changes in Task Organization 
~~ .' ... 

). 3d Brigade ;, . ,,'i~. '. ~ .:F.' ;/. i \' ' 
I '1/28th Int OPCON l850g' 

.• !, "':!'.:.:' B/l/5th Arty Atch 2/.33d Arty (-) 1200H 
.C/2/13th, Ar~y Atch, 2/33d Arty (-) 1200H 

• , ' \~~ ~. . . . I. • ., • • . ", ':. ~ ;. !.:,'.~:. . .. "" , . 

, .. , Operatio;n. EL PASO continued ~nd.B.p increase' 'iti enen;y 'c6nt-a;cts ''las' 
noted whiie thE' division'repoflitioned' elements' at' 'SOlloi(}'BE;;! J':''', ' 

. , .. , l,st Brig.<l.de elements~ntinu~d t,he destruction of VC rice ca'ches in 
t·he.· DAti TlENG a~~~.. 2/2d Inf'kllled.,.t·wo VC,' (BC), an,d "ce;ptilred 'hTO SA .' 
1oi1';1e8. in 8 .. ,brief fire' fight at 1 030 .vic XT 458564.· 2/1 6th Inf }:r ep<lred, ' 
rice c8,ches. for destruction by bombing' and .dorttmnation by!:chemical .',. 
agents (C5-1 ) •. ' 1/?d Inf' continued !s~~Urity of the brigade' CP arid engi­
neer wo~k.elements at HINH .TH.Alrn.Company B located"and dest'royed a ' 
platoon -size. base ,camp vic XT. 438514 •.. ": ,'. : , .. , .. ' 

• • \.;. I ,.' • '.J • 

'·r.:. "~~ ~~ ~ii:~~P:~, g.~ned OPCON of 1/28th Infal!d Battery B, 1/5th Arty 
,,(It.'' SONG' BE an,d :mov~4 Gomp~ny A;2/28t;.h Int: ar?-4 'BRttery C" 2/13th Arty to 
't.he SONG BE AO to aseist in the security 'of' the airfield arid search for 
:VC forces'~ : .. :1/28th. Inf'.mad~·cpritactwith an est1mRted VC company at vic 
,:,10 245~9$)of¥ch'resulted' i~, 'sev~n'Vq KIA '(BC), ~1 VC KIA (Prob) and 

. ·;se~eira.l ~ea.pt?ns .CA.pture~. ';2/2~h Inf (-) .continued security patrols .. 
'aroun9. toC NImI conducting a platoon size combat assault into' an LZ vic 
XT 7707 with 'negative 'contact.· Company B remained izi·Vic··1'U~·7-604 •. 

. ~/l8th Int made . contact with an esti.mP.ted VC company '>then an ambush 
;P.at~ol: from. CC!~a'.ly ~,became eng~~ed at 0095H yic XT 808898. A platoon 
.~i~e I:e~ef,':fo~ce .en~Runtel;'~~1~n unkno,:in number ot VC approxflnately:.1000· 
meters .from the .run'9u$h' site.·" Results ot the contacts discloSed i'ive 
',yp: ~tA ~(~>,,~d' va:riouf!·'~~~pori~':captuX:f:'d. .... .' ;'. ;: ~;:' : :,', 
. . ...••• : '.":" •••• •• ' "I. i . . ... .' ~ t.: .,,' .... I. .' 

::::':'.: ~/l sth ~+nt; ~leUtentli!'S\i~tA~ed :r6~r KIA 'a,nd';six'WIA~\Tl/4tih ca:?) (0:-) 
: mpv~d a~ fP:~t li~~~ to blocKing. positil:ms' ea,st' an~ ~)d1!ltti or QtJA~ LOI 
in conjunction ~th 2/~8th Infantr,y search and aest~~ operation"to 
intel-cept 'the VCcompany engaged . earlier. '.' '.(1: t··) P:~I ,(':1.', ,I.',; ;·~~I.:t;: 

," ','.. "1' .. • 

. . 27 June - Cl)ahge~ j,n T~.sk· Organization " .. , .. . . '"'" ...... " . 

" '.: .' Division . TroC!ps .. , .... , 
.: . 2/1ath:'Ih'£ '1'200H' . 

1/4th Cay (-) l200H 

''-':,', 
C/1/7th Arty ,A.tch. 8/6th Arty ( -) 0800H . 
8/6tp.:.Ar,~y (-"'J~S) '~/18th Int Ql800H' :,'.!; 

~ ", J't" ':',' IJ' ;. ·: ... ~'.:I; .\~ ',,~, .. ;' . ': 

.' 1 st ,~nf'antrY D:t vision . :co'ritip\l~d Opei·ati'on ru,' PASO: II;' searching th~ .' 
';:cache ~reas. west of' DAU TUNG:' imd teinforcirtg;oparat'ions' in' the SONG BE 
·.8rea~·· . ' , .:': .. ,' . '. :". I '!~ .. ", :: • 

• ':. ~. 1; ;; .: • • . ! ,r, . t • .• 

I. . '1st Brigade 'r~ riont~nued deStfuction"of the' 'rice ,c~n~es '\-dth 2/2d Int 
"'in ~.o. HO~ and 2/l6th Iri:r..worki~g in LZ 'PINK •. A CH-47 working out of 
'LZ' PINK crashed and 1;>urned on taKe 'off killing the 'Pilot •. Both batta-
. lions received hara,ssing ~A ;1'ir6 during the day~ ,1/2d':Int· 'secured the 
. 1 st Brigade MINH THANH' cpo axid' ~rlgineer elements 'rep'~iring 'the, airfield. 
Mortar and ?~j,ller,y fire was· place'd in vic' 'XT 405505 and XT 400500 

.w~ere·.,Cop1pa.~y' B was receiving SA fire and ·two 'VC wer.e-:estiIlln.ted killed. 
'~", .f... • I. . .j. ... ,. " ., ' • . • •• • • , • • • ." '.i' '. ".' . I 

~ . . • ., J ,',1 

'. 
':"':." . 

.' ...• : .'; 
: ' . ,', .. ',: ' . 
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3d !3rigade CP with 2/28th Inf (-) and 2/33d Arty (-) displaced to 

SONG BE airfield and assumed control of 1/28th Inf and its elements in 
the SONG BE AO. Company C, 2/28th In!' remained at Loe tTINH and secured 
equipment and supplies still to be mqved. 1/28th Inf secured the NUl 
BA RA airfield conducting company and platoon 'size search and destroy 
cpera.tlons in '!;'he AO.. 2/18th Inf was placed under division control at 
1200H with1/4th Gav ( ... ) atta~hed.' The 'it.rantry battalion continued secur"'" 
i ty operations around QUAN LOI 't'lliile' '1/4th Cav supported an ARVN resupply 
convoy by conducting a ROADRUNNER operation from HON QUAN to toc NINH 
with Troop C. 

. - I .'; S'i:';\ 

28 June - Cha.nges in Ta.sk Orga.nization 

,:, : 

1St Bri gada . 
2/1 6th Int' detach 1 640H 
1/2d Int (-). detach 1925H 
2/2d Inf detach 1901 H 
Hq and A/2/13tn ':lU"ty detach 1740H, 
l/18th In.t Atch 1"600H (MINH THAti:li)·. '. • .... ~ I • . 

" \ ~ 

The 1st Infantr.y Division c~ntinued relocati~~ of ele~~~ts in ppera­
·tion EJ:. PASO II. 1st Brigade moved 1/2d Inf (-) .from HINH THANH and 
:coinpani' 0, :1/2d Irif from the DAU .TIENG '/1.0, to . PHUOC VINH closing at 1925H.· 
'2/2d :Inr ':was airlifted froin LZ PINK; ·to DAU TIENG 'airfield, then mqved to 
LAI KHE ~closirig' at 191 OH o 2/16th :Inf Sitlspt to LZ PINK 'killing one VC 
(Be) v:i,c XT 447548 enroute. They were lifted to DAD TIENG and moved by 

:~~-.1.2rto·~IEN·HOA, ·closi.ng at·1Q40H.· 1/18th Inf moved by C-123 from 
iHlEN 'ROA'I·to ·;}tINH THANH where they:;' closed' a"t .. 1 600H and assumed defense of 
}~~:l?z:i:~;~~.·~:·.and ~~irfiel~ .•. ~:~e~e wer~ no major. con~{i.c~~~Auri~. :th~\\~ . 

. ~~v~s,~. :>' .... ;;·~l.l;.; .. ·r<' .'. ~ ':\'.·:~·I·:" . "":' <"';·!'~~~':I·~:~·'· ";':' .... 
',". \t' >;~~:·:,~i~d~·eo~pleted its mo';e;;C;u~ of LOC Nuni Wh.e~:Co~P.ao/ ~C~ 2J2Bth 
. Inf .a~di.t·rB::fnsclosed'SONG"BE':;a.t:.'~·700H •. C0lJ1panYt,~.:;?1..~8t.p ,I~ con~~cted 
.1m·::airmobUe assaUlt: iilto·~ an I LZ. 'vic" ~ 1 a503S~·a..nd.;6~arclled.the .area :with 
;i~~~~tive re,sU1.t~. \"':l1~8th:Inr.·swept, ;wlSst to t?e .. ~NG .. B~'\;River vic.YU . 
1·1e9110 from' NUl ·SARA· anti:··reiumed.::at· 1500H'Wl.th,",neg5.tl.ve contact. 
, . ':'~/,:P.rf·.:':; .:': j".\-, :,· .. H .. rr :':'c :., ,:.J·;;:n . .' .. 1~. \,\ . • 

.' In the QUAN lO!I~:"/'RO~';~UAN"ateas, security.6per/3.tion~· cont.inued. 
~/18th In!" conducted bn~' platoon size patrol to . vic:' Jdl\.;$Q.391.3 and 
'secured the' Division' Forward," CP ... Troop' B,1/4th Ca:v ~~l:l an RF cO)':'\"~any, 
clea~ed Route' 1 Y'south from: HON QUAN to vic ,.east·· ~~~st;.$rid li:-, 

.: Troop' C and a 'CIDG:' platooo1 :sealed and searched.villa,g~~, at xr 8:;;.. 
. IT 862f?rl7,' XT 862a99 :wit:h; n:egat'Jiiv.e contact..:: . ':". .'t(';!,~. ~ . 
.: c"-'. • .• ~ .. ~.:. ,": ·1· ... : (,\" .. :.,: ';l..) ..... ,"'.J I ,- '.: : ."", ':. "', ~ . I~t~~t;. 

29 June- 'Changes in 'l'a.:sk'Organizatiop,· .. i .,. ~~.\ ::':1' ,::' .. : '.', .. ;' 
. . . , . ': ::::'~.1.: I ··.",C~: :.' ': ~""'I ': '".;~ '1 t!t"," 1, .. " -,. t\,·:. '.'t ..... : ~.;I .. "0 '. 

Division Troops . . 
1 /l8th Inf.OPC.ON· 1 st Di v 0900H 

. Detach; lJst Bde FW'd~~CP;.1745H,. i - ; 
B 1,2d ·Inf 170!3.H:· ", '. ','.\ c--' 
D/1/5thArty -:t530H ';~"':: .. 

1 at Brigade terminatedpani·.c:ilpation in Operation EL PASO II returning 
to PHUOC VINH. 1/181:.11 Inf. COl1t±n'Ue$i to secure the engineer work pa.rt.ies 
at MINH THANH under division. control. . ':".:; ; ~ .' 

2/18th Inf l'dth1/4th Cav I·~tt:a:ched:,.continued security missions for 
the division base at QUAN LOI and conducted search and destroy and patr01 

. ::opera.tions in the QUAN LOI - HON QUAN AO's.. Troop B, 1/4th Cav with 
CompanY B,; 2/18th In! attached!.¢bnducteQ. .~ .RO.t\DRUNNER and s~arch and .. . 
desf.t,oy alon{( Route B to -v:i..e XT' :87.3993 j,.',' During tli.eA·9pera~ion a smaJi:··' 

'. , 
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. -C' 0/'<1 F I D [.pJ.l'JA L ,. 
· am~t ot SA ammo, some medical supplies, and documents were diSCO~lered. ~~. 
· C~ J\'and Troop C with one CIDG plntoon searched AO PINK (XT 807817) 
· dur1~ the.:~ght. and sealed the village in the vicinity .. 

.' . 

, ,The 3d 'Brigade TF cOntinued operations in the' SONG BE AO with 1/2Sth 
Int' conducting a battalion airmQbile .~ssault.into LZ RED (IT 197995). 
The battalion swept, to the west and closed into overnight positions vic 
l'l' 204994., 

.. ~' <' '~/2Sth' Int· remairiedvic NUl BA RA airtield~ A patroltrom. Company 
A~engaged'20 VCin a short tire tight at laSOH vic YO 191041 with negative 
reSults. ", ,,' 

,30 June .;,;. Changes in Task Organization ,'" 

~, ,;.. '~ ,- ; .' : 

",,' , 

, lISt Brigade OPCON 1st Div Fwd 1530H 
.. 1/2d Inf" OPCON 1530H " ,', 
, , 1/2Sth In!· OPCON 1620H 

2/1 Sth Inf' OPCON 1550H 
1/4th Cav (-) OPCON 1550H 

. a/6th Arty (-) DS 1/4th Cav (-) . 
, A/2/33d Arty Atch a/6th Arty (-) l8S0H 
.. 'C/l/7th DS 1St Bde ,,' 

. 1st Inf'antr,vDiVision f'orces continued the search f'or elements of' 
the 9th VC Division.' A major engagement with the 271 st VC Hain Force 

. Regiment vic, of' SROK DONG (XT 7299) resulted (Annex A). The battle 
developed when. Troops B and C, 1/4th Cay conducting a ROADRUNNER opera­
tion f'rom HON QtJAN to 1.OC NINH on Route 13 'received heavy mortar, SA ,and 
A1:J f'ire at 0930H vic XU 723014. Armed helicopters and artillery fired 

.' :l.nsupport along ~ne. side of'. the '. road while air strikes were employed 

, . " ,'" 
on the other ,side.' 1\ total ot as Air Force f'ighter bomber . sorti~s were 
,f'lown, during the battle.~ 2/1,Sth Inf' and Troop C, 1/4th Cay w.ere ,committed. 

, " ,2/1St.h lnt, assaulted' an LZ' n~rth of' the' VC positions vic XU 724014 with , 
,'" , , 'Companie's kand B~ , 'Company c, 2/1Sth ~ and Troop C, 1/4th Cav,moved .. 

',', 

, ':'1 

, , 

along Route. 13 to r~lieve Troop B and became, heavily engaged vic XT 
720986. Three ClDa companies, one ARVN APC troop and t'iO .c:ompanies of' " , 

,1/9th ARVN'Regimeritwe~ placed under "OPCON 1 st Inf'antry Division and,,' 
assisted by"blocking south and north of' the contact area. ·1./2d lnf' . .:, . 
. was a¥"lif'ted .intoLZ' BLUE,(n 6799) west of'the contact, and. swept east 
into th~ blocks. , 'A1+ .eleme~ts of' 2/18th Int along with the caval:r,y 
~rooPs were t;)n,gag~ "~n 'heavy cont'act 'until approximat~ly' ,1730H. Th~",VC,' 

" ;Lo.sses _r~ ?87 ,VA KIA' ,(BC), 300 VC XIA' (Prob), ,15 VCC,: 23 crew served, 
", ,weapons" and ~O SA rif'les c:aptured'.'· , :. ': " , 

, ' . -,", : ' 

'. . The '1st ~rig~de. rejo1nedOperati'cin Eli PASO II, moving a. ·CP to QUAN 
LOI'wit.h .oPCON ot1/2d Inf';~ 1 /28th' Il'if'" 2/18th' In! and 1/4th Cay (-). , 
'1/2sth Inf'moved f'rom.NUI BA RA,air.t'i~ld to QUJUJ LOI and secured the 
divisioilCPand airf'ield renw.nfng on strip alert... . 

.. ' ~. , '. I: . ': ~)'. 'I ., 

: . 3d Brigade' continued operations in the SONG BE AO with 2/2Sth Int and 
: Batter,vC, 2/13th Arty at ,NUl BA 'RA'.' Company B,: ,2/28th Infantry secured 
.~tter.v B, 1/Sth Arty vic ,IU 1901,34./'''' , '.' 

, Division Troops . ' 
. . 2/2d Irtf' o.PCON (QUAN LOI) 

. , .. ;;:> '·:C/1/7th Arty At'ch 2/2d Int 1 S30H . 
, B/l/Sth Arty (-) Atch C/l/7th Arty 

, ,;' .,~ .. ,;.' " f,' '._, .. :~, ',' 
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.. COI\J'FIO£ N r'AL 
1st Infantry Division torces in conjunotion with 5th ARVN Division 

torces continued to search the vicinity of the previous d~~ls contact 
and moved torces to the west ot Route 13 to interdict tleeing VC forces. 
NumeroUs shallow gr,s.ves containing VC·. bodies were discovered during the 
day!e operation. 

1st Brigade ~1Ositionedcrorces to prevent remnants ot the 271st 
Rog:Lment from ases.ping int'o Cambodia. '1/2d In! was lifted into LZ 
BLUE (XT 668985) where Company C remained to secure Battery A," 2/33d 
Arty which was lif'ted into the LZ at 0843H. Companies A and B swept 
to no xu 710031 where they remained overnight. One va wes captured " 
during the sweep~ 1/28th Int' conducted an ai:rmo'bile" assault on LZ GREEN 
(XT 6199)' then swept to vic XU 660015. Sporadic sniper tire was· encc;>un- . 
tared a~d pn,e V(; was killed (BC) vic XU 605002. 2/18t.h In! initially . 
sea.rche~ ~}le battle a.rea then at 1600H the battalion condll;cted an ai;r­
mobile"assault into Lz' PINK (XU 592025) •. Headqua.:rt;ers and Company C. 
moved ~o overnight positions vic XU 589109" Company B'Vic XU 590039,,' . 
Coinp~y' A' Ylc' XU 607019. Company A received.lnortar and SA fire' commencing 
at abbut"1'SQO' arid 'lasting unti12020H sustaining six KHA and 15 l'JHA . 
(Annex, .A) Ii . 1/4th Cav (-) llnk~d up w.ith 1 /2d . Int (-) vic Object! ve 

, SOC~" (XT 674998) where they'remai:ned overnight. Troop C moved to 
~ ;a.~E '$1djoined Company C, l/2d'ilnf securing Battery A, 2/33d Art7~ ,: I.' . , I'. '.. i . 't. ~ l. f •• t ," , . 

, :", 3~,$ri'gade CF remained at the'" NUl;: BA RA airfield with 2/2St.h Int. 
~:h1;.e17 B, l/Sth Arty moved three':tubes tQ QUAN LOI, the ~ema.ining 105 
.tiOwitz'er;and personnel were sec:ured':by Company B, 212Sth.I~'vic YO' .. 
187135~ ...... '. ,.;:.... . ,.. " , . 

. . 
, 1/18t.h In! under diVision control. 'secured engineer elements working 

on the MINJi THANH airstrip. ' 

2 JU4r' .. Changes in Tas.k OrganiZation 

'. '; : ~.: , Division' Troops· ; " 
," . 2/18th In£' OPCON 1530H 
:,'. , .. \'.,..., 1 st Brigade. . 

" 

.1 l.,,:··!.,.,: .. ;. '. "2/2'd T_#>. 0:0. CON 11:.15H ... "".:' .... " 
" .; ,.t'-' ~ . .LIU IT.' ~ , r ,-,,: . . .. :. " .,' 
",'" 3d 'Bngade '. ' ;. ;',! .• I. 

, . , .. ,,, . 1 /16th In! OP.cON .' 
.' "G"I .. '.'''. .'. B/1/5th 'Art 

~'.'" !.'!.:~" -'::1" •• '.. .: " • I .. eO' 
I '.. I ~ .. :. . 

~ •... "~: " ·.:r .. ~'l.)· 
.. '~"'I.j." . ",1 \ ...., • ';' ".;.; " •• ', •. ':' ;".")" , ......... , •• , .. "" 

~~~ '1st :Br1gade oontinued searcW arid blo'~k1ng; oPeratio~&.~~~~,:ot ~~\-Jt . 
\.,. 2/18th In! (-) was attacked at. 05508: by. 3d !Jaatt~i~~' .. 27ld. ·VC.; 
Regiment·.: ArtillerY 'B.nd 'air 'Strikes, welle' ;ce:lled ~~~'\¢t;h ,the #z. FO,rce 
u$ing :three ,lights ot Sky Spot in close air support. . 1/28th :tnt' move~ 
f~m overn:i:gi'it:'positions to 'support. .2/18th 'Inti' 'The.~two battaJ.ions 
j'91ried 'u~~"8.hd ~ept ·the':detensivEf ,posd..ti'O,n. atter.:tl1~:;v6"j)roke contact 
at, 091,OH •. : I ~esu~~'s 'ol the 'cattle 'include ·70 VC:J~A"~BOh ~and 1·10 VC 
.~ (PrP~).:· '2!18th 'Int' was extr&cted.t()'QU~ lWl(an4· plaQed under OPCON 
di~sion ~~··'·153QK. '1/2Bth' In! sWept :nbl"th to ... LZ.iRO~ (XU '587025) cap­
·t~~1,n$ 'One V<; I'arid locating severa]; ·f.'resh 'graves.' 'Th., battali-on rem8in~d 
overnight att.z ROSE. ;. : ,: ... '. .'. ';,' • 

IP/,: ,J:!', . " r"'~ _ .. ;. ' 

.1/2d Inf searched the woods ~rl;h of LZ YELIDl~ (XU 7202) and located . 
11· VC b6dies, one .50 cal }lG, and one 60mm mortar. At 1245 the battalion 
was .lifted from' LZIELlO~·' to'LZ,tREO' (XU 657050). The 'battalion (-)­
remained: overnight at -RED 'with Company C at XT 666984 • 

. : ,.' • ~ '! " .. ',:,: :. • . . . 

. .2/2r}.Int was returned to 1 ~t Brigade cont~l and lifted int~ LZ 
PINK. (xtt' 59202;) 'Where they remained overnight. .' . 

" .', . ~ . . . .:' " ~. 
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~e~+f.'D[/~f'AL 
1/4th Cav (-) with an ARVN APC troop swept to L2 HIiTE (XU 657037) 

where they remained overnight. Troop B secured LZ RED for 1/2d Inf, 
conducting reconnaissance ot roads ~nd trails in the area and returned 
to LZ BLUE to remain overnight. 

The 3d Brigade returned to the LOC NINH area from SONG BE with 2/28th 
Inf', 2/33d Arty (-), Ba~tery 0, 2/13th Arty ,and elements of Battery B, 
1/5th Arty. The remainder of Battery B, 1/5th Arty joined the brigade 
from QUAN LOI. 1 /16th Inf moved from LAI KHE and joined 3d Brigade 
elements at LOC NINH. Defensive positions around the airfield were 
improved. 

3 July - 1 st Infantry Division forces searched and S\'lept the area 
east of 2/1 Bth Ini" contact,' and patrolled in the LOC NINH area. ArtVN 
and CIDG forces continued operations' iri close cooperation,,,.dth the 
division. .' 

1 st Brigade with 2/2d In! in the south and 2/28th :fur on the north 
swept trom overnight . positions ea,st of the previous day's contect area.' 
Additional grRves and/bodies were discovered during the sweep. 2/2d Int 
remained overnight at LZ l'!HITE. 1/28th Inf returned to LZ RED.' 1/4th 
Cav (-) conducted a reconnaissance from LZ VHITE to Objective SOOCER 
(XT677998)with negative contnct, where it remained ov~rnight. Two 
platoons swept from LZBLUE to Route 13 vic CAM LE Bridge (XT 722972) 
Which they secured overnight • One platoon rellkunedat LZ BLUE. 
;::.' ...... '.: ;' , '. '. 
,,' ' ·3d·B:t1gade airlifted remaining 'elements from SONG BE AO. 2!28th 
In!' moved Company C with Bat,tery C, 2/13th Arty overlcmd to a firing 
positi~n vic XU 685066. A CIDG company joined them and remained over­
night. 2/28th In!' (-) and ,1/16th Inf in conjunction with 2/9th ARVN 
Regiment and CIDG forces secUred the LOC NINH area • 

. 1 /18th In!' provided security for engineers working on the l.fiNH THANH 
Airfield with patrols throughout-the rubber plantation. There was no 
contact. . , 

2/18th Int·.remamed at QUAN LOI securing the division CP and' airtield~ 

4 July - Changes in Task Organizat~~n 

1 st Brigade . . . ' 
. . 2/18th Int OpCON OSOOH 

.. ' ." :'1 st Brigade termin~,ted operations west of Route 13. 1 /2d In! (-). 
:secUred LZ'~D ,tor 1/28th In! extraction to QUAN'LOI a,t 094011. 1/2d In! 
(-) moved "to LZ tRITE where it joined 1/4th Cav (-) 'and departed for 
QUAN LOlat 1040H. Both elements closed QUAN LOI and HON QUAN respec­
t1vely by 1530H. One YC was captured enroute. CompC'l,ny B, 1/2d In!' was 
lifted from LZ BLUE and clos.ad :QJJAN LOI at 1330H. 2/2d In!' moved from 
'LZ l!.'iiITE to QUAN LOI by helicopter ~ .. \ . 

3d Brigade 'continued' search and· destroy opera,tions \dth IffiV1IJ and 
.' CIDG' forces in the LOC NINH area~, 'Company A, 2/2at.h Inf' secured an 
:.ACH-47 downed due to mechanical trouble vic XU 697101. Company C and 
':Batt:eryC,. 2/13th'Arty moved toa new firing position vic XU 6S5064. 
'Comp~ A,1/16th In!' swept'area Vic'XU 905067 with negative contact. 
I .. ': '., '; , • • 

i." :1/18th Infcontinued securitypattols in vic rUNHTHANH airfield. 
'Five 'YC were killed (Prob) in a fire ,fight at 1730H. 
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5 July ~ 1st Infantry D:brision elements continued patrols e.nd care 
Qlid maintEltl~ncei ©f eqllt:prnent ,lJ1. t.he QUAN LOI~ HON !"\UAN, LOC NI~1i areas. 

3d Brj. gc:"l.t-' ·;~L~Jl"",nt.s pr<'iVided SeCLy·it;v for the LOC NINH ~irstrip. 
~'!ornp"H)JI' ",U, i It.!' I:nt.l't one CIDG compD.ny, ~ecured the .firing position 
\''.;.1;1;' i4~tt~:t-'y· :~;j' :.;~/1 :;n,l:\ l\J:"'f.y (Xl]' 6d506h): 

" . '.' .. 
. ' . . . . ~.' ...• 

D:\ vtsi.m 'r 1':":'1)8 
'.,:,.' a/6th j\.l,·ty } ~fS. 

.... " 

,t ~t Eri ,"-" .. J.:. , 
, , .. Hqli/5th A:rt~' (.~) ·DS . '. 
. '. A/1/5th Art.y· .' '. I 

A/2lJ.~d Art.y At.ch 1/5th,.Arty 

. i 

", . 

(-) 
: ',' ;~. 

. f ".,1,:, 

.: . . :'.' . . , t . 

. 1·st Brigade elements defended the HON QUAN, QU~ .. LOI; g~~es with. 
negative contact.. . . 
. . 

". 3d Brigs.de tor-ces: ~tld 9th ARVN elements se1trchedthe 109 NINH AO. 
1/~6th·In:r swept along. Route. 13 south to XT 720986. The battalion. 
'discovered 45 decomposed VC bodies vic XU 7200 believed to be from the 
30.June battle~ The recon platoon remained ove~ight vicinity XU.72~80? 

:: '::" 1118th( 'l~' conducted patrol~ two - three ki~~.~ters f~~~ ~l}~).ttN~{ . . 
THANH.perimeter w1d provided sec~ty for th~ ~p~neer.ele.~~ts repa1r1 ng 

. the airfield. ':J";' ., •• ~: ,':'.~~' ~~' • ':' ; .' . 

, . " i" :';1 :; . :.:.j 'j'. . 

7 July -. OperatiQn EL. PASO 'lI,.-continued as both brigr.>.des conducted. 
local.security around t.l,'~I:' .~:~I"t1e·.,.c~p·s .. ~dprepf'red· tor1'utur~. QPe:rat~ons. 
a.long MINH, THANH Road..... :' ~ ." > \: ~ •.• '~.'i. . , :.' . . 

.. . j'.. J ~ ~ l ..: : i ... , . t •• ' .'. " •.. '. • 

' .. ' ·1st.Brignde .began:moving 2/2d Inf'in, ~ll units by helicoPter to. 
MI~.':fH~.NH. 8/6th Arty (-) ,was es,cort,·ecttp, Artillery B8.~e. I .(~ 709815) 
by Co~p~ny B,. 2/2d Inf where' both. r11em~nt.~ re~ned ove~ht .... -!} •. ~e.c.eJ?r: 
~ion :plan w'as rele·!'\,sed placil:~::. futur.e d1visi(>n operat~op~ .in tpe ~,~wt·CON 
TRAN(:r:a.rea~' .',:) .... ".' '. . , ... ' .; .... ' . ".\~",.' 

·t3d·, Brigade cOl1t,imlt::d to defend the LOG NINH area in conjunction with 
ARVN' and CIDG ,rorces~' 1j16th.:lnt s~ept sout:hea~t .t.o vic. ~U.JSOO20 ~d .. 
backto,'·tQC[Nl.NH with neg~.:tiv~·.C;On;t.ac~.. .... "'J,;, .' .• :!. 

, .: '! '., ~.. . '.. . 
,I. "',' ....... ~.~ •. ~ .. ,;_ ~ •• ' .......... ; ... ; ..... ~~-, ••• -: .. 

2/28th In! conducted R company size airmobile' ass-ault around the 
village XU 712152), . CompMy. .A~.e.ar:~h~d the village and a patrol engaged 
five VC vie XU 7CW14'l, killing two (Prob). Company B and one CIDG . 
company secured Battery Ca 2/1~it~~ Arty vic XU 685064 .. 

r.·' 

S July - Changes in Task Organization 
. ': Y\;jj i . 

1st Brigade 
.1/16th Int o.PCON 1635H 

.:~; ~~:]::' :.. • .~., •• ':": .!". ',.. . 

1 at Infantry Division cor~t.ir~u~d Operatio.n EL:,~ASO ~:J:I .with el~m!3.n~s 
conducting care and maintenance and preparation for future operations. 
The deception pTa!':. continue': in the SRCK CON TRANGn.rea. B-52 strikes 
and .numerous recol'1..naissanc.~i: :q.:i,g;h~e, were conducted, and. arlillery, H&I 
:f'iresincreased. Artillery: ~on('..entr8,tioJ:ls were plotteq. and LZ.'s 'p~ .. .,ed . 
a:longl1INB' THANH Rl)a.d .. · ; \\ ; ... :',c .. " . ' .•. < . ".' ." :' 
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CONfID[N riAl:: 
.. .. 1 st Brigade continued prepositioning of· elements for operations along 
!ofINH THANH ·.Road. 2/2d Inf completed infiltration to 11INH THANH by heli­
copter and assisted 1/18thlnf in securing the airstrip. Company B, 1/2d· 

. In! continued ·to secure 8/6th Arty (-) at Artillery Base I, while Company 
C With Heaclquarters, 1/5th Arty and Battery 0, 1/7th Arty 'moved to/and 

',established Artillery Base II vic XT 770780. 1/4th Cav (-) provided 
. convoy security for a 1/2Sth Inf move to vic NHA THOUNG - ~{INH DUC 

(XT734817). Company B, 1/28th In! continued on to Artiller,y Base I 
. to assist with security. 1/4th Cav (-) returned to HON QUAN. 2/18th 
In! remained at QUAN LOI and patrolled the area with neg:ltive contact. :. 
1/16th In! moved from LOC NINH to QUAN LOI and was placed under OPCON 
1st. Brigade. . 

, . 
3d Brigade moved Battery C, 2/13th Arty and Company B, 2/2st.hInt " 

from a forward base back to LOC NINH. 2/2Sth rn.r secured the LOO NINH 
airfield with neg~tivecontact. 

9 Julr ~ Changes in Task Organization 

Division Troops 
2/18th Inf OPCON 

1 at 'Brigade , 
, ' 1/18th Inf OPCON 0600H 

The 1 st Infantry Division conducted a 'carefuJ.4r planned' reconnaissance 
. along the MINH THANH Roacl to lure VC forces intopreplanned artillery 
fires'and air strikes'.' Forces renudned on alert to be lifted into pre­
planned LZ's. 

,1/4th,Gav(-) with Company B, 1/2d In!' attached departed HON QUAN 
for ~NHTHANH at 0720Hconducting recqnnaissance by fire as it moveel .. 
At 1048 an airborne FAC observed VC vic XI' 675738. Artillery fires were 
called in and Air Force aircraft on alert for the operation were called •. 
The cavah7.TF continued to moiTe and at .111 5 became heavily engaged by 
SA, Al~T, 'recoilless rifle and mortar fire from the 'entrenched VC. 'Artil­
lery and air support c'ontinued, and the cavalry elements returned fire 
with organic weapons. ,1/28th Inf was lifted into an LZ northeast ~f, the 
contact (XT ·6975). 2/2d Inf mov:ed by foot from MINH THANH to LZ 4 .sj)uth 
of the contact (n 68571 5). 1/1at}) Inf moved from HINH THANH EI.Jld attacked 

, from southwest along the north side of !UNH THANH Road.· The battalion 
' .. becaine engaged With. a VC biocking . force at . 1500H vic XT .665741. ·~/l,6~h,. 

Int conducted·an airmobile assault: into an LZ NC viC; XT 6878 then mQved 
and bloc~ed. .nortln..rest of the contact vic XT 645766. 1/4th Cav (~) was 
resupplied b~':m A..T.tVN APC troop, from. HON QUAN, while. othe;r AR'\1N elements .. 
at CHON THAnH' and tOC NINHl'1ere prepe.red to assist. ·As the VC forces . 
attempted to £lge .to the north, 2/2d Inf was lifted from LZ 4 a.nd lifted 
toLZ NC and mo'red southeast 2000 meters to a blocldng position. The VC 
broke contact. abo· Jot 1330H and 1 at Infantry Division element s began con­
solidating overrr):;:;ht positions. At darkness 160 VC bodies had bee;). 
counted with seven VC captured. .The .VC force was· identified as the 272d· 
Regunent recently reconstituted with elements from the NVA. The Air 
Force supported the, operation with 96 sorties and ,,11th the artillery , 

, continued tires on s~pected:VC escape routes. 2/2d In!' and 1/16th . 
Inf remained in their· blocking po~itio~s ovemight. 1/1 Sth Inf remained 
vic XT 66;741.' :1/28th Inf withdrew to a RON location vic XT 665742, 
while 1/4th Cay (-l move'dTrQol? ~ .to vic XT 664737 and Troop C to vic. 
XT 691750 to RON. ' ." 

During· the contact ·1 /2d' In! (-). secured Artillery Bases I and II . 
while 2/18th, Int secured the QUAN LOI area and rema:ined on alert as the 
di visionHRF.. ..' 
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"'" ;';" ;" <., .-GCJ\lFlO fbi II A L 

,: t- • " • ". ,: 
'.:':'-'~' :.;.' .:.. ", -. ;'\ 

" .. :~ .. ~'('J< 
•••. j 

..•. 21>, 

._ t" 

, ... " j :' i :: .•... ' 

/0 
I 

, -.-

..... 
. i. 

... ~ .... ) . 



~;., ' 

,-,~/ 

.c 8f\lPIDfftJ nil}; 
In the LOe NINH area~ 2/28th Ita sdcured the 3d Brigade CP and 

"("emained onr'I"l1~t. f'(ll' possibl~ committ.ment int.o the contact area. 

10 July = 1st Infantry Division idrces conducted, s~arch and destroy 
operat iom; 1,' clJo"d,ng; the prey::tous day 1 s battle. The VC body count rose 
to 2313 wic-\;,ri"n l.dditional tGG:l":VC :estiw.ptoJd'·kined. 'Nine cre\,1 serv~d 
l~r;~a.p,:ms ~n')~ ";1 :':1\, 1An~apons were capt.ured~ 1 at Infantry Division elemei:1ts 
ettl,rljalf,2d ;;;~, Kt!t\ :BJ,d1 00 ~·JHA .. 

.. '. . . ". '! :." 

,1s;t Briga,de forces coptinl.led t.o locate and destroy VC forces. 1/18th, 
lnl' engaged a.n unknown rn.l1nber nf' va vic XT 652739 and sustained t",O KHA 
and 13 liJHA~ VC: l:esults 't,re1'61J.J:'J:c·'lCMn"""d'1/28th Iht searched the .battle. 
~~eJ:.,q, loc'iiting additional VG bmUes and weapons. The battalion remained 
oy.el·ni'g~t vic X'I' 64~5736,,' /4t.h Cail (~') Wit:h1..Company B, 1/2d In! attacheci 
:moved to MINH T'rlANH i,nd s('J..:cuJ;'t:;d th.;; a.irfield and' 'engineer 'repair-'parU.~s. 
1/16th Inf killed i:me VO at0230H vic their' ROit posit ioii. , Company' A :', . 
s,-sept southeast el'lcqunter'ing a p.lat. con .size 'lie torce and killing four ., 

. (BC) 'Vic XT 644775:. The ~ompany located and destroyed a battalion size 
base camp in the contact area. 2/2d rnr swept from their RON position to 
Obje.~tive: Dlf~K (XT .695750) '\>r.i.t~neg~,ti,ve contact. 1/2d Inf (-) secured 
artil1er~" 'elements at Bases I and"Il:~"" '" 

';·.::~::i·:~tf;?t:~ I~ co~a:ucted patrols, in 'the' }~~Alf~O:t area ,and secur~dthe 
diVisl.'on CP ,with' negati va contact.' , " '. . ' , . '. . . 

• , '. , ,I, ' , '., ~ ':. .': ~.' ,. :.. • • 

, 3d Brigade . CP remain..ed at LOC NINH. 
:soutlieast ':wit~ neg~tiv:e c~nta~t,., 

2/28th Inf swept to the east and 

11 July ~ 'Cha.nges ~,li ·I'Ci.sk. Organization '" , 
• .: • t" ~ • ' .. ':' ! ~'J \; .... .... ': 

• 4 r;ri~ t~, ,:(.; .; 
,(.I ,n' 

, ".', 1st Brigade f..'.,";> :'.:.:, :.i.~ :1,' 

2/1.8th In! OPCON 1500H 
~ • \ .,' ; 1.' ;:.: : 

Operation EL 'PASO II continued as'1 s't:, 'Brigade;I,:rdro~uf:lnOved,: trom over-
. night positions north of MINH 'THANi-I' to; QUAN LOI ~ 1/4th Cav (-) with . ' . 

ComPll-ny B, 1/2d Irif':artd engineer elements moved from MINH THANH by road 
·to HONQUAN. 1/18th Int returned to ~rrNH T'riANH while 2/2d Inf $ 1/16th ' 
Inftpld 1 /28th.:rnf'we~e extracted from LZs and moved, by helicopter to . 
QUAN LOI.' ".:' " .. ' . . :. (,:, 

1'1' ·;\"2/1:8lf.~ '~+r\'~ "seCti~ed, ,the QU,AN, LOI area and came under OPCON' 1 st Brigade 
at 1 r:OO",J,I.. " " ':. 0" "" ." ,;.:. ',::'1 ... r"'~', ,'~", . :..: .,', • 

~ rJ, ' ," . ,. ' . . 

~I"'" j(i'>Bf~g~.d~' CP ~emalr{ed"!atl't:OC<mWH;:' "2/2St.h In! swept to the south ... 
i~ast ·:~!l~·'~a,9k;~~h;n~.~a~~~v~().e.6'z:1~~t:~;'~··:, :>~')':'T, ,.,:!.; :?"" '.. ." .' . 

.... -.. ': .. ! . ". ,'. I. ..... ~, ! ...... , ... ~L' .. _,~~[. ',,:: J r r I. ':, .. '~I :.~., I •• .'1 , . 

. ,,' 1? J14:r.~ Chl¥lg~s i~ Task, Organization : ' 
~: to, ~ •• ..... 11· .• , . :.e. •. ·.,:.:"!"~:".I·:i"'I. ::: "'!~·~·~ .. ;1~:1 :" ...• 

i" ',", ," " . " I , I' ~. • .'" " ':-, 1st Brigade"'! './ :~:,,,;:,, ,- '~J""-:: ;/;.,: .. .;'" 
2/29. Inf detch 1722H moved to LAI KItE 
2./1 8th In£' detch 240C>H moved to CAl>1P COX . . r u r t> ') 1 '~.!.: ;, .~_. .. : :... . '. . . t· 

2d Brigade headquarters commenced movement by air from CAMP COX~o 
QUAN LOI .in prepa.ra~:ton :f.~~('"p'~~3iCi'p'13;tion in Operation EL PASO lIl. 
Fifteen of 31 'lifts' clos'ed"Q,1JANt WI 'by 2400 hours. 

. ". . .... ". .: .\~;. ,\ (t· .. "; J ~~> .' 
1 st Brigade redepioyed Uiifts' if/om' EL PASO AO to base camps and pa-, • 

. ,~ne!';lthe bl'igade'perimeter at QUAN:,WI. 1/4th Cav (-)secured the AN 
LOe airfield a,nd conducted' a ROil:DRUNm operation from Al~ LOC to XT 710817, 
between 0630 and 11;30 hour's .. >.;1':, (/,\nm; 

'.' .. 
• ~ I •• bNqaswnm 

• .,','. ; ........ ' ,0, ••• 

/;, 'I:,'· 
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3d Brigade and 2/28th In! conducted trail security patrols vic LOC 
NINH ~rfield without contact 8 '2/2d In! moved from QUAN LOI to LU KHE 
bl'air and came under 3d Briga.de control at 1722 hours. 

e/6th Arty (-) and Battery A, 1/5th' Arty moved by road from XT 710817 
to AN LOC, closing at 1115 hours~ 

'13 Ju~ - Cllangesin Task Organization 

2d Brigade 
1 /1 6th Int· OPCON 0700H 
1/1 6th Int OPCON 0700H 
1/28th Int OPCON 0700H 
1/4th Cav (-) OPCON 0700H 
B/l/7th Arty (DS) 1520H 

1st Brigade detch 0700H 
1/2d Int detch 2000H .. 

Operation EL PASO moved into PHASE III. The' 2d Brigade CP' closed 
QUAN LOI at 1520 hours. 

The 3d Brigade continued to secure the LOC NINHairfield. The 1st 
Brigade terminated its participation in PHASE II at 0700 hours. ,. . 

The 2d Brigade assumed the responsibility of the defense of QUAN LOI, 
MINH THANH, and AN LOC. Reconriaissance patrols and search and destroy 
operations were conducted without contact, .. 

The 3d Brigade continued to secure the LOC ~~NH airfield and con­
'ducted local patrols.' 

..14 July - Changes in Task Organization 

,2d Brigade 
1/16th Infdeteh 1700H 
2/16th Inf atch 0921H . 

3d Brigade Hq detch 1300H (TAC CP re~ins LOC NI~~) 
A/2/33d Arty detch 1 620H , 

2dBrigade repositioned forces for future operations, conducted 
patrols ,witJ'dn t,he TAOR and conducted care and mair1tenance. 1/16th lnt 
was' airlifted from QUAN LOr to LAl KHE and attached to 3d Brigade at ' 
1200 hours. 2/16th Int was airlifted from LA! KHE to QUAN LOI and 
attached2d Brigade 0921. . 

, 3d Brigade moved its headquarters by air to LAl :'KHE at 1300 hours. 
The brigade TAC CP and 2/28th Inf remained at LOe ~UNHJ securing the 
airfield in conjunction with ARVN and ClOG forces. 

.. ': '1 S July-' Changes in . Ta.sk Organization 

,~. ' . 3d Brigade TAC CP detch 131 OH . 
, 2/28th Int, ' 

, '. 2d Brigadaconducted extensive patrols to south; \'{est, and north of 
, QUAN LOI. 1/1 8th .Int: moved by ail" .from MINH T~N'rI to LOCNIN1-I and assumed 
~esponSibility for the perimeter at 1200 hours... ' ." . . 

, ,'3d Brigade TAC OP and 2/28th Int movec{ ~ aj~l" from' LOG NINH to LAl 
,KHE clo~ing at 13..1~ hours.. ':,,:,,: . 

• .. • r" 

.. ' ~tte~ ,c:, .2/33d ~ty. was airlifted frorrtMrNH THANH to LOO NINH. 
".; .,'. ' .. 

. "'; '.". .' ~ .; -, . ,-:"" . . 
. . . .: .: . ~ . ~' 
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2-d. Brigade 
B!' 15th Arty (DS) 
Hq/2/33d Arty detch 
B/1/5th Arty det.ch 
C/2/1.3t,h Arty ,detch 
Hq/1/5th' Any' detoh:", 

.llN.cJ.A~C!Y"I'..."- : 
--"-~~:I " . .,j" 

. Extensi'w6 day and 'night patX"o>ls 'were conducted without contact. 
'l'roop e,l 1/4th Ca.v (,...) conduct,ed. a lIlounted patz:ol in.:t,he ~bber. pla?t~;;:':r 

'. t,ion three ... seven kilorneterswest ot: AN LOC 0 . 

! . " ; ,3·:·...·· :. ,: p:-. . ::.' '::·.· ... · . ..;i..:i:. t.··~:·:· :':; . . r I,~;· ... # .. 

17 July' = Extensive pah'ols "rera conducted in the AN Lbc- QUAl~ LOr~ 
:tOC f·Nn.1H·, e.te~.·1rrl.th, neg~:tive cQl)ta.ct. 't_.; .,." ::',:.,; l · ..•. k· 

," .. :(.,. ~",:H~ ~':'''''. :i~:!.~ : .. ');!~'~(.~~ fotl'.' ",: •. ,~. ", .".~,~:' :'-:':, r'~'~ .... ~!\.:.a j.'/:f I~~H~ t:": : :'.~)\ 
::'~; I_~ 1:Sj~JUly.J,,! .. 2dLBl':i:gade~'cQl'l~eted;-a. roadq~l~a.ring ~p~il)e~i!?~! 'r.~m. ~·~N:.;gC 
a:t6ng:lRout:ef.'1·3~:t0:;:m':.7657Mo ;~'TF HATH4~l~Y:, \·a/t6tp; .• In1\ .. !~+;wafii\,re;L~Ot~B~d. 
by onef'RF.'.[company;: ~;.,US/ AnVN enginee:r.r.detachlJt~nt, anq ~/.3r~t. ,.C~K· (.(\f~1Wl.c: 
moved to repair the bridge at XT 765745 and closed back to AN LOC'at 
1700 hours. . ',. . ... " -:~ :~(; .. : j.:.,· ... :::t 

, I, f ~ " • 

TF m,rANE: 1/4~h,ca.v (-) was reini'orced with Companies A and Cj 
2/16th Inf and assil!lted;.;TF HA'J!HAlrJI\Y .. on the. oper~tj,.0J'lt.t91 ~~c:UF~,;a.p.~~e 1:3 
and repair the bridge. . . r .... OJ ... , 

. ,'" -, ;i ':Jr~ ,;'" 'I' - "I.~·.·i:,:··'· ::.' . .:~:~;i: !(I~~ 

1/28th In! defended QUAN LOl and served as brigade REF. 

19 July - 2d Brigade conducted.extensive pa.tro~s in ~l1e AO~.P.l': . 
. ' (J .. f;L .' . ,.' .," :. ,:', ':~;-.:~~ .. " .' 

20 July - Operation SAN DIEGO/EL PASO III, was' postponed due to adverse 
f1yingweather·~·: The plan called for TF!s LE'I!!Al\lE .Md flATHAHAY to open 

. Route 13 from AN LOC- to Bench Mark 69 (XT 766745) •. A. combined :US/A.L1VN 
engineer detachment· . would . repair the road. In addition: to t;lorr~( .~oc·al 
Elecurity of. the QUAN LOI .. AN LOC - LOC NINH periziteter~' Compau}, C~ 1/18th 
Int: (-) conducted a jQint·s~ar.chand .. destroy operation with 2/9th ARVN 
(-) north ot: LOC mNH ·to NHA THRONG. 

21 July - ~he 2d Brigade forces, conducted local search and destrqy. 
operations and e.xt.ensive pla.toon and company-sized patrols • 

•• ' • • J 

. 22 July ... 2d Brigl:'.de conducted Operat:i.on Sl\N'DI:EOP/EL)~A~O .gI" .. ~ 
ROADRUNNER'operation along noute: 1,Jsouthot ANLQ.G .. ·: ,.'!., .'~' ..... .. . . . 

TF's I.EHAillE Alld :HATHAvTAY ·cleared .Route1:3 from AN LOC to Line LONDON 
OtT 767757). Each· task torce consisted of US infantry and cavalry· per- . 
sonnal. One company from 1/9th ARVN Inf and 3/1 st Cav (ARVN) participated 
'ltd th:'TP' HATHAl\,:AY.· .. 'Engineer element:s .made roed repairs at LONDON and 
both task forces closed AN 10C without contact. 
':.: r\; :~':; .. ~j:: .. ' '14'- ~rl·\:"1 :.,:', :',' ,t .•• ; ~. dr:'J r;~i}f~;jt .. (;,,~ II 

: . .r;: ~'(23' 'Ju::l$ :~ ;Pat.:cols.:wel".e>.'Cpnducted · . .1'rom ... thfl J~;r~ete.2i~; i ~~. ::A~), LqC . - QUAN 
tOI ~;t' LOC'NINll;:withO,u'b' donta-ct.. Company),AJ 1/1 $.bl:~r ~~~6~deq)(~e, ... 
Village of laNH THANH (XU 7608) at 0,00 hours for District and P.RVN . 
;t:O!Pces ·tc);'·seal'.ch..-:at: first light~ 

.c,: ...... :!.: .,j ... ,' .. ~ .. ~ .. " ;"\Y.='i} ~JC~;;i{·".i·'1 .'." .. 
T" •• ' •• !' .... 1;, t -;!'. ..: ,;.;. f'!t~ '.' 

:1_'.'\,,~24:·JuJ.y «o}'.Extens~'Ve patrolling was conducted.t~~.pa~~:lc~·JllP~ .•.. The. 
·~olinteratta.~k'.:plan.~(j)rAN LOe and LOe NINH w~srel;lealts~lil.! .:L ;':"., '.' 

o. .!;..... ,'~I'.:'·.' 1 . , •. ,,:.. .•. .. ... . , .' :"~":..' i \: . ..;.'. ':; r:·~. .." . .;.. "'. " 
25 July ~ Ten platoon~sized and three compp.ny-sized patrols were con-

ducted from the QUAN LOI - LOe NINH perimeters "dthout contact. 2/28th 
·IJlt conducted Eagle Flight.s in conj'Wtct~9n·w.ltl;ltJfJ~t..hl.C.?,IY:"(-). . ' ..... 

'. ", 
" 

.' ".' , " .'" ~, \;7, '",',~" 

.. 
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-E ()/v ~I UEI\lTIAt 
26 J~ - At 1940 hours, an ambush patrol from 1/18t.h Int received .J~ 

" small arms fire from an unknown number ot VC at .XU 766076. No casualties . 
- were sustained and contl!ct was broken at 2000 hours. 

. 27 J~ - Extensive 'patrolling was conducted· in the QUAN 101 and LOC 
NINH areas. A joint US/ARVN oordon and search operation was conducted •. 
Company C 1/28th In£ moved.trom overnight position a.l'ld sealed the Village 
of TRA THANH (XU 770084). The cordon was in position at 0400 when it 
received small arms tire trom two VC who tIed back into TRA THANH. At 
0730 a platoon from 1/4th Cav and one ARVN company searched the ,:village 
and ~pprehended twotemale vcs. 

28 July - At 0200, 2/16th Int( -) passed through 1/28th In! portion 
of the QUAN LOI perimete7;' and surrounded and hamlet Ot PHU lUENG (XT' 

·790912). At 06.30 a platoon from 1/4th Cav ,and one ARVN company searched 
the hamlet with negative results. Ext:.ensive patrolling was conducted 
trom all perimeters. 

'r 

, . 29 J~ - .Extensi ve -patrols were conducted Without contact. The Hecon 
. Platoon, ,1/18t.h In£ commenced a two day operation in conjunction wi~h a 

CIDG company. TWo VCS were apprehended. . 
, , 

. ,:'" 30 July ... Changes in' Task. Organization 
....... , .... 

;', 

., 2d Brigade . '.' ' .. ' _ 
. 1/28th Int. detct). 0615H . 

Security of AN LOC - QUAN LOI- LOC NINA continued without contact. 
2/16th Inf' (-) assumed resPQnsibility for the QUAN LOI perimeter' with 
the extraction 1/28th Infat 0615 hours. 

31 JulY - Change in Task Organization 

. . 2d Brigade.' . 
: . '. . 1 /28th In£ OPCON131,oH 

" , , 
;-". A ROADRUNNER operation was condu,cted by TF LEt-lANE (1/4th Cav (-), 
C/2/16th Int) along Route 13 to CAM I.E Bridge (XT·722973). No contact 
was'made .and the TF returned to AN LOO without contact. 

, .. 
1j2Sth Int' was airlitted trom LAI KHEto' QUAN LOI. Upon closure at, 

1310,the .batt'8:lionassumed responsibility tor their port.ion o.t'.t~ QUAIQ 
LOI perimeter. ' ' 

1 August ~ 5 August - Changes in Task Organization 
' . 

• '< . 2/16th In! detch tor period of Operatj.on CHEYENNE 
1 /1 St.h Inf, . , , 
1/4th Cav . 
B/2/33d Arty detch 1640H ~ :. ' 

.'. :--.:: . 
. 'The 2d Brigade continued eXten~ive:patrolling and redeployed forces 

tor Operation CHEYEms'E. ·2ci" Bn, 16.th,Inf .seou;r-.edthe portion of QUAN 101 
perimeter and condu,cted patrols out t.o a;di~t.an.qe of 3000 met~rs to the 
east. The LRRP made conta.ct with four vb vic XT 658836, but 'the vc tled, 
leaving' a US carbine and an unidenttlied small arm .. 

1st Bn, 18th .Int moved f;~m LOC NIl'o.1fI' by air, closing QUAN LOI a.t 182.3. 

~,,1st' Bn, '28th Ini conducted two ,.~ompMY .. sized patrols 6000 meters .~est 
and .south~'of, QUAN LOI. .. .. 

V· 

~ • J .' .... ,., 
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" COI"*JF/ef1\1T1AL 
TF Lm~ANE consisting of one platoon each of cavalr,y and inrant~J 

(;londucted a recon patrol eooo meters southwest of AN LOG. 

2 August. .,. 1 st Bn, 28th In! secur,ed. the QUAM lAJI - AM LOC complex and 
conducted two cO!Ilpany-sized patrols north and south of QUAN LOI. The 
~enminingbrigade forces ~ere d~ployed in s~pport of Oper&tion CHEYENNE • 

. '. . . ~: , : '. '.' 

3 August - 1 at Bn, 28th Inf continued to secure QUAM LOI - AN LOC 
,~or(lplex • 

.. ' I. 4 August ",,' Pith th~ passage of the ,ARVNI resupply con~oy f!-"oin. th~:(~d 
Br'1c,gade Operation CHEYENN~' AO, forces \orere red~ployed to QUAW .~OI .. i,AN 
LOe complex.. 2/16th Int and B Troop, 1/4th C~v moved to QUAM tOI ..... 
. 1!18th In! also returned to QUAN LOI. Six VC were engf,l.ged by a, :gUnship 
·.at XT 792792w.ith undetermined results... . 

~< •• t ... ',,;: ~ r 
S August ~ Changes in Task Organization 

" I,' 'j • , •• :', •• ', \' ,. 

2/1 St.h· Int, .. OP·CON 1541J:l> . " : .. :: .. I. .. 
1/4th':Cav (-:) detc.h ;' ...... ,. :'" . .\. , ... : 

C/1/4th Ca.v ' 

J1Tith reports of a.lleged atte.cks on· LOC.MINH (XU. 742132). bY' the 101st. 
, NVA Regiment, the 2d Bn, 18th Ini' was JllO;ved"i'ro.m LAI KHE to LqC lUNH and. 

coming under OPCON 2d Brigade upon closure 'a,t1541 hours. Com.pa,ny.O, 
.' 2/18th Inf. conducted an airmobile a'ssault into .LZ CHEROKEE (XU ~~~062) .. 

and secured it f.or arriva.l' of a platoon ot ,the Lig:.~ Assault Artillery 
Battery. The ba.ttalion (-) secured the LOC MINH airfield. 2/16th Int 

, (-) ~ 1/18th In!', and 1:/28th Int secllred the QUAN LOI perimeter and con­
ducted ext.ensive .patrols. ' 

. I,:,', "', ::. f" . 

Task Force liJEEKS J consisting ot a/6th ArtY' (~), C Company, 2/16th 
Int" B Troop, 1/4th Cav and A Battery, 1/5th ArtY' moved trom AM LOe to 
a torward arbillery base' at XT 721972 to support torces at LOO NI~. . . .. 

. 6 August - All battalions eclntinued their rni:;;sions ot securitY' far. 
the AN LOC - QUAN LOI - LOe ~INH bas.es .. · EigQ.'Ij.· .,pli:t,oon,,:,sized recon pat­
rols were conducted wit,hput contac;t. ... ,. l'~~I:.~J~"'I'? w~r~' insert~d ~to 
AOts and closed back tQj'QUAN :L01 .w:!..tl?,ou1;.,\Q0!1-tp-q:,\,.,:, ;PP.~ platoon, ·~/1:St.h 
Int reinforced by a engineer squad conducted an airmobile assa.ult into 

'!anLZ vic·XU7111901a:m:i(.'era.~rRoute 13 to denY' its use to ve vehicles 
moving SGuth.· ;.; :f1 fO :' ;1 .... "Hi. r·· .. · IJJ . .j·:1't~.,;. · ... Tr ··~C"":',,··· ."> .,..,.~ .. 11' 

o " ••• c. . . ... to", ·t", '''':''''''--Il00II '.\ ._ 

. : 7:'AU~~t' ~ 2d:~~~~~~~~n~~~~~:;I:::~~ ~~~~~e 1~6A~.::£d~:~~4~~q~)~~~~£~·, 
Extensive :pa.trol:Ullg lIottho; )w~s~ ,~fi ~N ·.LOG;lp.TQ9-~~eQ,:,~9., "~~t:l:.~~~\.:. ,.' 
results" 

.. • I •• 

'·s Au:gust:.)-;-Chru)gesui;n.~t~sk o.~ganiza:tJio~ ::-~) .,' ,','l ',. \"': : ~,f'~'" : 
. ; .. :;)'/1 ." ':\,,':' ' ',. "!J!' ", Ii"' '~J'''' ...... ,,'. ., r . 

• '. • .",.) ~ -- ".J I ,. ~... , •. .; !. : 1'.1; .... • I':,·' ,:, • ". • .' • 

1/28th Inf detch 1930H 
'. t, 1), 

; ' .. 
...... :'2d Briga.de continued ,to: s~cure{. phel:QUA~l"LQl=;,and.;;LOq. .. ~~.1.'1H·,~i,:'~ields 

and' ta;·conduct·· :t'econ . patrols withinl'the..; TAOO. f.l.',t/1 St;.h '~.n.f.' :c - )., ~·.sWned 
responsibility tor the 1/28th Inf sector of the QU'AN' LOI' perimeter when 

'. the 'la~ter was extracted to PHUOCVINH.:) i:')l.tPMI;:, (. ~'I . of· 

•.••.•. ' ". . '. '.. :. .' •.. .'::.' ,;t·· .. ;'1 ~ .. :) i:'1·".; :;!; . 
. 9 August'·- Changes' in Task Organizati()n ;";r.!.t"~\j;::f.~ . 

",.' . 1 /18th Inf':. detch 0942H re$:\1r.fled tG CAlIJP COX .. ", , ~ ", ~ . ..' 
;' ... ' ' .. : ~. ", ;.i." 
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, Recotmaissanceand night combat patrols ''1ere conducted southwest ot 31 
AN LOO.2/16th Int assumed responsibility for the defense of QUAN LOI 
at 0942 with the extraction of 1/1&h In!'. LRRP Team Red sighted a VC 
squad using 'do'gs vic XT 720777. Company C, 2/16th In! (- one platoon) 
displaced with D Btry, 8/6th Arty to AN LOC. 

10 August-, 2/18th In! (,..) extracted from LOC N1NH to QUAN LOI closing 
at 2000 hours. One company remained' at LOC 'N.tNH. The Light Assault 
Artillery was extracted and returned to QUAN LOI at 1100 hours. All 
patrol activity was conducted without contact. 

11 August - The remainder ot 2/18th In! closed QUAN l..01 at 0700. 

12 August -Patrols were conducted to the northeast, southeast I and 
west ot QUAN LOI. Company A, 2/18th In1' moved to ,the ,AN LOC airstrip 
and acted as. aRRF for anARVN operation to northwest of QUAN L01. 

13 August - 2d·Brigade continued to secure- the QUAN LOI ~ AN LOG 
complex. Patrols were conducted to the north, east, and west. of. QuAN ., 
LOI. ' ' 

. Company C, 2/16th In! arid two platoons of B Troop were attached to 
TF.McGIFFERT to provide.security tor movement to a torwardartillery base 
·Vic XT 705818. . 

" 14August- 2/16th Int and 2/18th In! conducted patrols, to northeast 
and southwest of QUAN LOI respectively. A t,oJ'O platoon inI<mtry / cavaJ.;..iI:· ... ·:· 
patrol conducted a. route recon northwest of AN LOC. One platoon escorted 
an engineer work detail to the CAlf I.E Bridge. All activities were con-
cluded without incidents or contact. 

. . I., . 

. 15 August - At 0940 hours Company A, 2/18th :tnt began a heliborne 
assault into the MINH THANH area and was joined by a platoon of Light 
Assault Artillery and B Btry, 1/7th Arty • Extensive. patrolling was 

. conducted around QUAN LOI, AN LOC". and MINH THANH with negative contact. 

,16, August -Units conducted patrols in the QUAN LOI; AN LOC" and 
MINH TliANH areas. ' 

17 August- Reconnaissance patrols were condu~ted in ali: directions 
from. the QUAN LOI perimeter. Forces at 1,lINH THANH returned by air to 
QUAN'LOI; closing at 1658 hours. ' " r', ~ : :,',,', 

. TeamCHARUE .. (Comparo- C, 2/16th In!; B Tr6~p, 1j4th C'~;)~onducted a 
route reconnaissance along Route 13 from AN LPC to DUe VINH' (XT 763816) 
and secured and area 'for MEDCAP te.ams operationso A~ 1040" an infa:nt-:(y/ 

. cavalry teamtolas dispatched to TAN KHAI (XT : 76fl765) .to eliminate a 
. reported VCtax collection point •.. No ,contact was li1ade and ·the team 
returned to AN LOC at 1215 hours. 

18 AUgUst - In addition t~ ~t.e~siye patrolling around the base at 
. QUAN LOI J s~ LRRP f swere inserted into.-;LZ IS 11 kilometers to north\'iest 
ot .' AN LOO ~There was no contact in the brigade TAOR. 

~.', . 
19 August .;, 2d Brigade com.menced Operation BURLINGTON to repair the 

TAU 0 Bridge (XT 765729)0 Team CHARLIE departed AN LaC at 0934 hours and 
. secured PositioriCHARLIE, two ,kilometers north of the TAU 0 Bridge.. . 

Company A, 2/1 6th ,Int secured a 'fOr'vlard arty bas~ south\,Test of AN' ].,OC . 
. . from which 8/6th Arty (-) tired a preparation on LZ BLUE (XT 781729). 

Following the preparation, Recon Platoon, 2/16th Inr, landed on LZBLUE' 
. and secured it· tor the landing ot B Company at 1120 hours. The bridge 

~ . 
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site was secured by 1225 hours and elements of E Company, 1 at Engr Bn 
I}ompleted the repairs by 'j 6h5 and were extracted. Team CHARLIE displaced 
(:,0 the artillery' base a.nd relieved A CompanY:J which closed QUAN LOI at 
1930.. Coxnpa:ny B was extracted a.t 174al' leaving one pla.toon at LZ BLUE. 
2/1 ({t.h Int provided the brigade REF and condu,eted patrols to north, west, 
,s.nd south or QUAN LOI.. ' 

~ ..~. .,,', ::, "", {..:..' :, ... "', \ " '. . 

20 AU~lst ~ Char~es in Task Organization 

2/113th Inf' OPCON 3d Brigade 'UI,:KHE·12.1.7H 

Operation 'BURLINGI'ON terminated at 1126 hours with the,rE?turn'of the 
forces ~roI;ll, th~ ,artillery b,?s~ .. ~!.~d the platoon from LZ BLUE. Patrols 
were conducted;riround thE.: pe:r1.met,er at QUAN LOI ancCAN':-foc without 
contact. 

. : • J. ~: .• ,' ,.1,:; 

" , 2/1 ~'j.ih, Iilfwa:s-' aii"1::if-ted from QUAN LOI to LA! KHE, closing at: 1217 
hours arid immedia.:tely'C'ame;'under OPCON 3d Brigade. " .. 

" 21 August - 2/16th In! ( .. ) conducted squad size search and destroY' 
pntl;~oisln'f'otir consecut'ive areas, using helicopters between areas. 
Team' CHARLIE (Company. C.~ 2/16t:h Inf (-):an.d B Troop,1/4th Cay (-» 

" ':~cond'fl:cted' route reconnaissance nOI-th, :west,,':and south ot AN LOC. Nega­
·tive contact was reported duringthe:day~T'" : 

22 August a The 2d Brigade continued to provide security for the QUAN 
LOI - AN LOC area. Extensive pat. rolling was conducted with negative 

';conta:cti:" 'r , ' . ,'. 

23 August - 2/16th Inf (-) continued to defend QUAN LOI. Patrols were, 
'dispatched to 'the north, northwest, west" and south and all returned 
without contact. ' Team. 'CHARLIE' pr.ovided':a RRF for ARVN foroes q:onQ,~a~il,lg 
a road clearing operation from AN LOC,to-iLOC l-."INH. ",:"'~ 7::-:. j'i!·I." 

24 August'- The 1 stBrigade assumed responsibility of Operation 
EL PASO at 1305 hours al'ld establlShed<a'torwa,lld CP at QUAN 'LOI •. ~"\i..2ql.;I', 
B~igade moved its CP to C~ COX. ' 

2/16thInf (-) continued to provide security tor QUAN LO]: i¥'o41 :d4L~,­
, plittched patrols to the west; north, and ea.st of the base ~amp~:;(;Team 
';CHARLIE secured the AN 'LOC ai~strip and conducted route reoozw.a$:~l!lance 

south and ".rest ot AN LOe ~ :;' " " . 

25 -,27·;Au.gust - 2/16th Inf continued to secure the QUANLOI - AN LOC 
area." Pa'bi'iols0Were' 'condtieted ',with' negative contact. ' , 

.j·fl\:{ '(i :,;J .~h"~, r'" : ',' . '·r"·]' :.~o""J.\'.' . '.. . . I •••• 

" · .. · ... :28· ;.A:llgtlsti.l, Changes' in~''1'al:;lt',;erganl!za.tiion:q ;.:.' f,"'j.:'· 
{' .. i J ;P ",;..,'V" I .:. I.Ut;';.~ i:!I!:.. (,.\)~;r •• Hrn..'.:·C.Ur·:dll;': ~ .. (~.d,"t7J.':' 

Hq 1st Brigade detch1210H 
0) Hq 2d Brigade:atch 1210H 

, : ',if" Tne 3d Brigade assumed OPCON orqthe"'ELTPASOi.·Ue~/ at 1210 and the 1 st 
.J'Bdg~de was extracted to PHUOC VINH'~' ,AL6cail(':p'a.tro!ls~"'lere conducted' 
around the AN'LOC - QUAN LOI perilieter'~'Witn'-'liegati~i;contact. 

29 - 31 August - 3d Brigade continued Operation EL PASO in the QUAN 
LOI - AN LOe area. Patrols were conducted with negative contact. 

1 - 2 Septembe:t' ..., 3d Br'igade continued the,~.i:iefense ,or the QUAN LOI -
AN LOe complex by conducting local patrols o :, ',:' ;.: :J,:", ·,r"),".' 

3 Sept'l;'lmber' - Opsl."'(ol,tion EL PASO terminated.',a.t '1200'~lwhen the 
)d Brigade: ,1:"orward CF was 'Withdrawn trom QUAN LOI. 

~ . '.' '!,~:.' ~ .. ::.t.! .. ~. 
k:OklF'OEI\J flAt-
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..co,\Jflt)e.NTIA L 
8. SUPPORTING FORCES : 

a. Artillery: (See at. Annex Q) 

b. Signal: 

(1) Size of Force: 

Hq 121st Sig Bn 
A Co 
B Co 
C Co 
1st Fwd Sig Plat 
2d Fwd Sig Plat 
3d Fwd Sig'Plat 

, ... 

LTC R. R. Curington 
CPT Pierce A. Ruston Jr.' 
CPT Gary Howley 
CPT Alan R. ·l'/ild 

'(2) "How arid \'Jhen Employed: The battalion provided·VHF, "HF, and PI1· 
radio, and seCrlre on-line teletype service to an Advance Division TOC, 
1 st, 2d, and 3d Brigades Forward, and Division Artillery Forward. 

(3) Concept or operations: 

. (a) In order to meet VHF communications required for area of 
operation, heavy reliance was placed on VHF radio rel~. All circu1tr,y 
tor Division Rear to Division Forward was relayed through 121st Signal 
Battalion VHF relay site· at NUl BA DEN mountain and 'Division Artillery' 
located at PHU LOI. . 

(b) To provide support tor Division Forward, 121st Signal Bat­
talion displaced·two AN/MRC-69 t s tor VHF communications, one AN!HGC-17 
tor secure communication center facilities, one AN!GRC-46 tor secure 
radio teletype operation in Division Operat:l.ons Net, and 'one .AN/VRC-47 :. 
tor Flo{ racliowire integration • 

. (c): In support ot 1st Br1.gadei displaced one AN/MRC-34i tor VHF 
communications • 

. , '(d) In s~pport ot 2d Brigade, displaced one AN/MRC-34i for VHF .' 
co~unications and one AN/GRC-46 tor radio (AM) communications.in Division 
Operations Net." 

,(e) In support ot 3d Brigade, 'displaced one AN/GRC-46 tor radio 
communications in,the Division Operations Net. . " . 

. ! 

(4) EXecution:" 

. '" 

. (a,) Co~pany C':was tRsked with the' .mission of providing communi-
caticms support for the Division ForWard, Forward Logistical' Base Elements, 
and Division Artillery Forward.. In order to accomplish this mission, . 
Company C displaced personnel and' equipment at AN LOC, QUAN LOI and LAl 
KHE. :, '. '. ,,\ '," . . 1: • 

. 1. On 7 June 1966 CompanY 'C began to move conununication equip­
ment into AN LOC to provide communication for elements of Division 
Artillery Forward. Major items of equipment displaced wel"e: 

\ . ." 

.'.'" . EQUIPJ.lENT ,,' 
\,,1' I 

,j.'. AN/MRC-69 . 

I : .;';.'::.':. 

. .... ' .' 

t, •...• 

: • ~:'. ~", I t, . 

QUANTl'lY 

2ea. 

PURPOSE 

ProVide l~8 VHF channels for 
Division Forward and Division 
Rear telephone service 

, . 



EQUIPMEN! 

AN/GRC-lt,6 

SB/S6 

91lANT1TI 
ea 

1 es. 

"-_/ 

PURPOSE 

Division Net #2 (Ratt Intel) 

Local and trunk switching .for 
an elements at AN LOC 

~.. On g June 1966 communicatio!) equipment and team members 
'(;:<\' airlifted. :into i~.uAN LO! to provide communication support for 

Di.dsion F'ol'Ward elementfS e . r1ajor items of equipment displaced were: 
',' . " 

EQUIPMENT "'\ 9!litNTITY' 

AN/l.ffi.C-69 2 !?sa 

AN/GRC':'46 ;, ea 

ANjKrC,,·'{ ~,nd ' 
SB/611 1 aa 

, ,PURPOSE 

413 VHF channels for Division 
, Fonrard elements 

Division Net #2 ,(Batt Intel Net) 

To provide local and trunk 
switching' service for all 
elements at QUAN LOI 

l. On 27, July 1966, the following' items of signal equipment 
were convoyed to LA! KHE to . provide communications support for Division 
Forward elements moVing from'QUAN LOI to LAI KHE. Major items of equip-
ment displaced were: . 

',;. ' 

EQUIPMENr 

: PJl/MRC-34i 

AN/MRC-69 
-. , ! ~', 

sB/6'11and 
AN/Ml'C";') '. 

, ';!': ',,' 

"",: 

QUANTITY,· 

,. . ' l' ea. 

1 ea 
•. / t' ' .... 

,"', .. ;" 

1 es. 
',\ , 

1 ea 

1 ea 

PURPOSE 

12 VHF channels for Division 
Forward . elements 

24 VHF channels for Di visi,on 
Forward 

Provide local and trunk switch­
ing for all elements at QUANLOI 

Provice secure Ratt for units 
in area and back-up for 
communications center teletyp,,; 

Provide communication service 
for all units at QUAN LOI 

(b). Company B was tasked with the mission of providing communi­
cr.!"t,j.on support for the 1st, 2d, and 3d Brigades. The company was also 
l5i'ir~ll the. responsibility of providing personnel and equipment ·for Air­
borne Relay Station.': 

,~ .' '. 1.' On 11 JUne 1966, comniUnics.tion personnel from the Forward 
Signal Platoon departed' base camp 'with the mission of providing VHF " 
'connnunications for 1 st Brigade Forward CP at MINH THANH. l-!ajor items 
displaced were: . 

-./ 

Ij:QUIPMEN! 

~N/MRC-34i 

. .; ,.' 

QUANTTIY 

1 ea 

35 

.. ~ 

. PURPOSE 

Provide VHF communications" 
between MINH THANH. and QUANLOI 

; ... , 
, 

~' # •• 

~CWSIFIED 

, .. 



... .' 

" :' 

.. '. 

. /1 

.. ' 
. , .... ·UNClASSlF$.U., 

-Eo NFl" £a~ T/;c.; I:-' 
. . '. '. a~(On. 17 JulT 2d Forward Signal Platoon departed base camp with 
~ss1:on to provide VHF signal. communications and secure radiLc .tlSl~t.ypa 
cOllllllWdcation'.to 2d 13ri.gade ForWard CP at QUAN LOI. Major 1temsof 
·~pment.·dis~ced were: . " 

" QUANTITY 
. ;" " ~.l"'" '\ 

PURPOSE 
. : AAUIPUENT .. 

.·AN/MRC";34i 1ea . 'Provide 'vHF communicaM .. ons 
between QUAN LOI and PHUOC VINH 

fea 
• '0' •• '.' ,. 

:» : (5) " ResUlts: 

I .: ~ (\ ! r' ." ~ I' , 

lTovid,e secure·: radio . t~letype 
communications and back-up for 
communica.tions 'center teletype 

- • .:;.' ..... ~.':,~: ......... ;.. • ......... ,., ':. .:.~, •• ;.:. "'.,'. I • ". 

. -.(a)~The121st rs1.gn~ Battillon:.provided. simultaneou~. q(;)l'lIl1llinica-.. 
tions· tor'ten'd1tterint elements otthe :divisiom';'" i ~ : .. : . 

. :··'\·'.'·'··::·(·f.:· 1at :Br1gade Forward 
:~\::.; ~'.~~.': ,~~,,: " - . 

, .. ,.: 
, ,'.";, .",' 
,~; .. Ii. "'.'2d. Brigade' Forward 

1.' 3d' Brigade Forward 

!:{ .. '1 at . Brigade. Rear 

i. ·2~ Brigade Rear 

~. . ·3d '~Briga4e Rear 

. 1. Division Forward 
'i: 

8;'" DiVision Rear -.. , 

. i .. Division Art1lle17 Forward. 
. , .~. . 

.: .. !Q.. Division Artillel7Rear 

.. 
' .. 

. ~;' 

-',' .. 

,' .. 

'. '~'.' '.'" 

" : i" ' •• 

, . 

" ~.' 

.. 

, !. ! • 

". ',:.-;-', 

". '" .... : .' .. ' 

.. (b)'. ·'·Tel.C?~e circuits' FO'Vided : :.0 .•. 

.' . '.'1';" ;;801e UserCir.cu1ts·: ':.':'. ~ 

I .'; "1,","0 .. ' l !.~,.,,,,i.:' 

," .- . 

.... ' .......... ... 
• • "1'- ••••• 

': .', 

• :':);:::·:i.·~'··.'.·' "Division Forward ______ ...:----------... - 12 
" .tll!··""~ ..... ,' .. t.>: . " !1~'~'~li'I)ivision "Real' -.-:....----a:;- .. '-' ---~----~-+~ S" ,:",~". , '"'­
.)i;i"r..;'i"/~~\'·bt, Brig2.de"Forward;~---ioio"""""----;';""';"'-~"""""';'-:-~I, 4 .~: ·.W 

. ::. '. ' .. , . J.·2d 13tigade .Forward ........ -+-f~-.. "!-~ ... -~-..~ . 4 .'. 
. . . 3d· Brigade Forward ---- --- .' --------. 4 

·Di visiQn Artillery FOniard -------:-.:...----:-- 7 . 
·.DiVision Artillery Rear ~'- .... ~-- 2 

.. '. . ..• :',{ . i , '. a.· \' 'Conunon . User Telephone Service: 
. .... , 

. \', 

. ". ,.' 

·:r/.··; 'DiVision Rear to Div:ision Forward --:....-.~--:- ·4 
Division Forward to 1st Brigade ForWard ---' 2 
'Division Forward to 2d Brigaq.e.Forward ------- . 2 

, .. Division Forwrird to"·3d Br1ga~e forward.-.:.--- .2' 
. . ..n! vision. Forward to. Division Artillery Forward - 2 

r ~;",::Division FOl'W'a.rcr.t;'o~Vis1on Artillery:·Rea.r: - 2 
. . .' Division Artillery· Forward' to Division --:-- . 2 

.;:\-~~,:/;:" •• :::: .. :, i·.·.· .. ·;·~:w.~~ ~ .. ~ .... :,' ... ", ..... ,: . ' .. 
'::~'::' .. ".' :: ..... ,: .. , ·~ON·F4·b·tNrJAt..~;~:·····. 

, I.; T .. ::'" .•..• 

. ! ...... . : ~ .. ' .. 

... -......... .. 
• "'.;"! 

, " ' ' .. ~. .. "", ,:'P.o< 

.1. . 



CONFIDENI/AL 
(c) Circ1Lit and Traffic Diagrams are shown at Annex L .. 

" !J"S. Army Aviation: 

(") Size of Force: 

1 st Aviation Battalion 
11th CorJlb~lt. Aviation Battalion (DS) 
12Sth Combat Assault··· Helicopter Company DS 2d Bde 
162d Combat Ass~:ult Helicopter Company DS 1 st Bde 
173d Comba.t Assault Helicopter Company DS 3d Bde 

(2) How and When Emplnyed~ 1 at Aviation Battalion provided general 
support aviation support:. for divisiona.l elements and conducted 11 air­
mobile operations~ Blements of the 11th Aviation:Battalion supported 
the division on B. mission basis as directed by Headquo,rters, II Field 
Force., Vietnam. Troop lift. and. ca.rgo helicopteI;'s were provided in direct 
support.. The ·11th AviCl,tiol1 Battalion conducted 33.airmobile opera.tional' 
utiUzing one or more a.ssault, helicopter companies •.. ·Both the 1st ~vi.ation 
Battalion and the 11th Combat Aviation Battalion elements. basically sup­
ported the operation from· their ba.se camps.. However, a con~inuing ,require­
,nent existed to leave tent.roop carrier aircraft and one light fire team 
at QUAN LOI each evening for movement of rapid reaction forces (RRF). 
Increased air traffic in the opera.tional area required air traffic con­
trol" facilities at WC NINH and QUAN LOI.·· Air traffic control teams : 
from the 125th Air Traffic Control Company provided this support. . 

; ..... 

.'~ I • 

. "' . .•... ',' 

(3) Statistics on aviation support of operations: 

(a) 1st Aviation Battalion 

1 •. Hours' flown: .. -
··UH-1 .... ~-----~ 4,860 
" .OH-13 a._., _____ -..".-, 2,024 

OV ... 1 ----------- 1,079 

~ .. Sorties flown -- 19,697 

l~ C~go moved ----- 370.4 tons 

~. Pas$eng~rs moved --17,193 

(b) 11th Combat Avia.tion Battalion: 

1,.. . HOU1'S flown: ..,' . • 

,. UH-1 --~--;..:3, 930 . , · 
CH-47 -------~-- - 525 

I <I' , 

~. Sorties flown - 11,700 
":'~r" te···.;!·· ~ I,: ": '-~:,' ,,-

l. Cargo moved --- 1 ,820 tons 
.' :.:. ,; .:,' .•. :.!: 

!t •. Passerigers. mOved;~25, 800 . 

. , . (4) Eleraents supporting aviation battalions: 

(a.) ···1 at ihr.tation Battalion: 

1. ECo~ 701 st Maiilt En (normal aircraft direct support . 
ma1ntenaI'1ca) • 

37 
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IJNCLASSIFIED 

" 0 "'.'1 Df/V nAt 
. 2 •. , Elements of the 125th Air Trai'£ic Company (provided periodic 

aU-traffic 'control at QUAN 101 and LOC NINHduring the operation). . 

(b) 11th Combat Aviation Batta1;.ion: 

1. 53d Aviation))~tachment (ACH-47). 
, -. f . ! .. ' ': l. f , • ,., • • ••• 

~. Following elem~nt's of 145th Comb~t Aviation Battalion: 

:!. •. : 68th i\sasult }{elieopt,eJ'l.'Company .' " 

h,. . .·A Company, S01·st Aviation Battalion 

· , , 
• ., 0', ',I" • f' 

. d. (iU:.S,; Air Force Close. ·Air Support: 

(1) ~i1t.iliiation 'of .!.l'actio-al ,Air. Support. The mission of- tactical 
air was as follows: 

. ""', 

. . 
(al. Neutralizati~n of en~ forces. 

(b) Destruction of ene~ forces in contact with division units. 

(c) Destruction'of·~nemw base camps and storage areas. 

(d) Interdiction of e.nemy liaison/communication routes • 

, (e) . Interdiction and neutralization of eneJr(V' routes of reinforce- . 
ment and withdrawal. . 

(2) Control: All air strikes were controlled by a FAC using an 0-1 
type aira-t'aft.J·: .. SKY SPOTS were used extensively and effectively as a 
means of reachirig targets beyond artillery range. 

; • ;. I· :: . . 

. tn·Effecti~ene~s: 
r --i _ .......... . 

. . (a). ci~s"·;air-support;. throUghout the operations was highly effec­
tive. The CAS-given-during.the ·several battles conducted during the 
operation was instrumental in stopping and destro ying enenw forces in· 
contact With·.£~iend.lv..',torces. 

(b) . The lack ~t 's~tici~nt CBU was a hinderance as this is a . 
highq effective ordnance when contact has been made. 

,I. .,' : ..• '·~I',.·IJ .:J" -:. ,']r)'}"" 

(c) . Seeding missions were requested aiong' 'ene~supply routes. 
Several: missions' were attempted •. w;i.th .the· .9rdnance ... exploding instantly. 
It is: felt! ;this capability of.:\t-h~~··Air,·,Force. ~hould be increased. as an 
ettecti ve weapon to' ·be, used in .. t~s, ty~ ot war. : .' . . 

. i,.·. :. . '. ',.' ,": I '.' ~, .. " ;:. ' . .' .' 

. (d)', Clearance procedures :wca:r.e· ,improved during the operation as a 
·re-sult ot· a FAC bringing .. an·.a.ir :s.tJ!ikein. on . .friendly civilian trucks. 
'l'he,ARVN had' cleared ,the.!tar.ge1:.to .. ·b"t: had failed to check with the province·' 
a.nd di·stric.it chiefs- to inswre ·tlhe·$r.llcks did not belong to one of the 
plantat"ions in the ~ea. ,'Tl')is':i~ :now being done along with, other pOsi~ 
··tive 'control m~.asures aci,opt,ed.· as . .a' 'l".esult of ,this incident.. '.~ 
~<:"'., . . ···.~~·r,~· .. ··~ ~, 

'. ;; :'"(4r· Recapitu'lation ot 'Clos~ :Air;Support Sorties at Annex K •. 
;:;.": . .'., , { - , . 

e .. ;': .. Engineer: . ~ ... :: 

(1 )'Sizeot :\l'orce: " f." ";4""" ; 

• '.: I '. 

,,: .' "; :! 

r" .:""~,/.'~" ." .'. -:: , .'~;;. ' .. ' 
I 

.' .: .. : .. , 

• ' • ~ to ' ••• " t .:,. . \' I' . I •• , , ... 

" • , ",.' I :. '.; 

,~ .~, .. ,.~ '~, :t. .' 

· I \......, 

t· • 



'1'1 

UNCI AssIFlED· ,. 

~ .. 

Hq, 1 at Engr Bn 
. 

Task Force (1) Company A(-) 

L're Howard L Sargent (3 Jun-14 Jul) 
LTC J.SQ Kiernan, Jr • 

Task F'"rce (2) Company D 
2d Plat Co A 

CPT 1,IJayne l.f. Lucas 
CPT Ollie T. Jackson (3 Jun-5 Aug) 
CPT Thomas E. Valente (5 Aug-.3 Sap) 

(2) H01.\f and t,.,lhen Employed: The 1 at Engineer Battalion (-) provided 
combat support. to the 1 at Infantry Division in accomplishing its search 
and destroy mission in the AN LOC!QUAN wI/Loe NINH/MINH THANH areas. 
Engineer support was required for the improvement of the airs~rips at . 
MINH THANH, AN LOC, and QUAN LOI. This work was accomplished by D Com­
pany with attachments for Hq's and A Companies. The battallon also per­
formed· general angi~leering t.asks such as construction of field fortifica~ 
tiona and LZ's, road clearing operations, and AVLB preparation and 
installation, 2.S well as demolitions" Convoy security was provided by 
1/4th Cav for D Company road movements otherwise security was provided 
bybotb 1st:and 3d Brigade forces. 

(3) Execution: 

8 June - 2d Platoon,D Company, convoyed north on Highway 13 
with 1/4th Cav to assist the cavalry move up the road. The· unit mission 
was to clear road of mines and destroy all roadblocks that could not be . 
bypassede Column was ambushed near Bench Mark 69 (XT 766746). Engineer 
casualties were one KIA and nine WIA. 

10 June .., 1 st. Platoon, D Company moved to AN LOe to reinforce 
2d PJ.atoon o 

. 10 June - 28 June ,- 1 at and 2d Platoons, D Company, constructed 
bunkers tor 3d Brigade TOC, communications center, and FCC .at LOe NINH. 
The units also conducted a reconnaissance and classification of a bridge 
vicinity of LaC NINH and constructed an LZ to e:v.:tract wounded near the 
same location. 

14 June- 5-2 Section per1'or.med reconnaissance and survey of 
MINH THANH airstrip. 

. 14 J:une ... 3d PlatoQn, D C~pa.ny, moved to MINH THANH to begin . 
. repair and improvement of airstrip. ., . . . 

1 5 Jime ... 24 July -. A Company (-) provided combat support for 
1 st Brigade, and 1st Division Forward. Constructed bunkers and main­
tainedDivision Forward. area. Constructed field fortification of bun­
kers, concertina, and fields ot fire at 1st Brigade , Forward area. 
Installed 200 feet of 3611 culvert. Cleared area. for artillery mask 
clearance; 20 trees r8.nging·from two to ·fiye ~e~t .in di~eter •. 

. . . '. '. 

15 June - 5-2 Recomlaiss~'ce team reconed laterite pit near· 
MINH THANH. 

16 June - A Company sent one platoon to MINH THANH to be attached 
to D Compaqy for improvement 01' MINH THANH airstrip. . 

" 

16 June - The following equipment was airlifted to 3d Platoon, 
D Company; . 

S-ton dump trucks (D Co) 
13~'lrlheel roller (D Co) .. 
2i-ton truck (D Co) 

:·1;=ton truck (D Co) . 
S-ton • dump trucks (C Cr.')) 

.' '.: . 

6 
1 
2 
1 
.3 

39 

graders (HqCo) 
front loade~ (1st S&T) 
13-wheel roller (.173d) 
.front ·loader (173d) 
dozers (173d) 

3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
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'~CONFJDEI\JTIAL- . 
. . 17·.ciuite - 1'st Engineer Battalion Forward. elements displaced to 

jo"n . 1st DiVision Forward at MINH THANH. 

· . . ll~.·June -14· Juq-COmpany,l? With one platoon, A Co~pa~ , 
attached, imprc;,ved ~he MINH THANH aiftield to include a runway 5900 feet 
lOngancl 80 teeft ·w:l.de·~ ~ parking apron 150 feet by 400 feet. Con­
struction was started' o~ a .1'50" feet 'by 400 feet supply and. logistics. 
area,· but ,this area was not completed. .Turn-arounds were constructed 

.. at each end. 'ot the runway. A laterite pit was opened and operated one . 
. Dd.~e .trom·the job site to support.' the operation. Demolition teams trom 

·.A and'D Companies blast trees and stumps to. expand airstrip, ,parking : 
· 'aprons, .and two a.pproach zones (500 teet by 300 .teet each). ".. .' 

, , .' ~ 

'.:' '. "~ 19 JUrie ~ 28 June ~ B Company. attaches two demolition teams ~b . 
:2/16th tnt ~ope:rtorm general demolition ~upport of infantry operations. 

. . . 

25 June ~ 8-2 Section recons AVLB . site tor movement 'of '1st ~":". 
· .»1 'Vision oonvoy.s. . 

. . 

. . 26 .June - A Company platoon prepared abutment and installed 
AVLB tor the 1st DivisLon convoys. . . 

," . . 
26 June .. 27 June - A Company platoon constructed LZ for extrac­

tion ·ot' 17·,000. tons otcapturedrice. The rice was stored: in ditterent . 
'. sites containing trom 100 - 500 tons in each site. Trees around the . 
site 'were blown Pq to expose them to ·air observers. Some rice extracted, 
but most· of rice merely scattered on the grOund. 

" 
6 .J~-D C~ demolition team detonated a dud 500 pound 

,., . . . , 

bomb. 

, ." , 9J~ - 10 Ju4r' - A ~d D' Com~ elements prepared. AVLB bridge 
. '. Site, installed the AVLB~ and at'ter convoy passage, withdrew the AVLB • 

. "., "\i\:'· ". . . . 
· .' . ·1.~ ' . .J;~ - 3d Platoon, D Co~, convoyed tr~ lfi,NH. T~ to 
AN LOC accompaniedby' elements ot.the 1/4th 'Cav. Equip'm~nt' convoyedT 

1nclude~. QIl~.front loader, three 5-ton dump trucks, and one ~ton truck •. 
:',' '. . . 

· ,', .' .. 12' July ~.J,5.~W - 3d. Platoon, D Company z:es'lilof~ced the A~ LOC . 
· . airtield with .l.atet1te~'·' 75% ot the ai.ri"ield wasr~$Urtaced. . The strip" 

is 18S0 teet ~·'a:nd 12q teet"wide. The platodfopeiiat-ed a·lAter:t~·~·!:· .... 
pit. at the a!rt~eidSio 'support ·;theoperatiori;'\\1~"~ " " .. ~ .:,: :'·"V'~ " 

. 
. ' '. 12 ~w. ':~ .A,!~s~,.,:,;\Ones9.~d tro~\;~ Comp~, attached t~ HHC, 

.2d Brigade to be utllizecrl'or mine "detectio'it' and destrUction. .' " 
.' I . 

~ . . 'll ,", '. ;', .' I ~;, , t.. . .. 

. .' "~ 14 'July -1 at Engineer, Battalion Forward returned to DI AN base 
Camp ,.' ".: .' . .' " 't ,.,:'" .... ,~, . . • '. ~ ... ;. . . 
~.' ... ". '.. . ... ... , : ';'~:!': "i ,:" .•..• . '. . . ~ .• ~.:,~~ : .. :" ' • " •. :. . '. . ," ,.: . . 

. . . .14. July '~One platoon" ~:.qO.mpaD;y dep~ed MINH THANH. and' returned 
to PHUOC VINH base camp~ ....... ., .. . ' : . 

• : • I 

. .16 . July - 3d Platoon,· D Company moved to QUAN LOI Plantation to 
be~ri improving. runway to 3500 fe¢.· . 

~ . " .. " . . 
.~:.:.~ ;" .: 1 i J~ - 3 September:'" 34. fiatoon,' 0 C01npany improved the air­
.tl~ld at QUAN LOI. The runway was: extended to. 3500 .reet long and 60 
· t~~t wide to take' 0-130 air. tra,ftic. A 490 J'eet by' '382 feet parking 
~~n:.w~8~onstructed at the soutijern erid '~f··tlle ~irfie14. The platoo~ 
~e~~ived,~tional equipment support from a 5~h ARVN Division Engineer 

. C~ whi~p.( provided three 2l-~on" dump trUcks,. one D-7 dozer, and ~ne 
"::.>:,,' 'J,;,T;r' :'" .' ' .. :' . :'~' ';. .' ; 
.::; ~:.~ '~CF"~I~~:' '.r,,.:,!:, ........ : .•.. ~ , ;. • '" 

,::,.:;~~,.~ ';'",l" '. C9N:FIOfN'r11-\ob 

. ' . .. ; . ~ 
i . 

, . ' :-. ',. ,:. 
. " .. 

40 

'h' , 
"e' 

", ~... . 



'....,' 
UNCLASSIFIE)J 

Cot"FfDENJiAL 
f5 front loader e AN LOG Public '{r.Torks provided two 2!-ton dump trucks, and 

the Franch plantation owner provided TD-9 dozer and one 13-wheel roller. 
The platoon operated a laterite pit fOUl' miles from the airfield. The 
.a;qerage daily haul was fifty. loads. 

:3 August. ~, 'j at Platoon, D Company convoyed f:r'om LAI KHE to. 
QUAN LOI w'lt,h .t:bre ;=ton dump t,rucks, Ol!;;;, grader, and one. front loader. 
o~'h6 1st Plat001'l relieved the 30. Pla~ot:<n of ,the QUAN LOI airfield con-
~3t'l"1.\ct·L:m project. 1'01' six days.. :. 

6 .Ilugu.st~ = 24 August ~ One 'officer of B Company joi,ned 2d 
Brigade F'ol"\'lar'd acting ire'capacity of brigade engineer t9 provide tech-
nical advice and Msistance in engineer'ing matters. .,' .; 

, 9 AU@le,t, .~, 11 August'·, '! at :and 3d Platoons, D Company constructed 
headwalls for the AVLB site a.t the CAH I.E Bridge 6i1;,e (IT 723973)~ , 

1S Au~ust. e~ 1st Platoon" D Company returned to LAl KHE by air. 
)d Platoon ~ontinued QUAN LO~ airfield construction. ' 

, , 

:3 Sep'i:.embel' - 3d Platoon" D Company returned to LAl KHE. QUAN 
LOI, airfiald project assumed by Sompany A. Company D trucks and eqUip­
ment at QUAN LOI were attached to CompallY A. 

,(4),Results: 

. (a)' Construction: 

1.~ Six permanent. bunkers constructed. 

l. Ninety semi~per.manent bunkers co~structed • 

. , l.'Three LZs eonstr'Ucted .. 

~. Headwalls constrUcted for one AVLBsite. 
" . .... .:~ ~ "" ~; . 

',' 2."! AVLB abutments prepared and AVLB launched and retrieved 
three' times,. ' 

:." ' §.;. ,Laterite Pit Operation: 
; " .. ~. : .. : ; , ;, 

" .: .~. .J ", ,. 

!._ ' lrIINH 'THANH =~.31 days. 

g,.' AN LOC .;.---., 3 dqs. 

£1 .. " QUAN LOI· -~-: 49, days. 

.' .'.; 

~ . .. 
·.t,- ,.,: .' ,~ 

, . . .. 
:" ,; ':' ~ 2..' Airfield: Construction' and Improvement: ,', 

~ • " ~ . ;, 0;';'" • • • 1...·, ~ . • . • ' .' 

;y, '<if.' MINH ''DHANH r~nway :-,- .• ··----__ -5900 ,f.e~t by 80 teet. 
<~ ~. '. ~ ." • ... .. 1,.',. • ... I' • .;:. . ..... 
. ", ;': i' :~ •. " 'NINH 'lllANHrunway.. turn"'arounds ---- 2 ,ea;ch • 

'.:.~ ,~... . ':1 .~ .• ,. ,,~':.: ".:".::;",",< " 

, 

," ". .:" ,,~~ .' MINH,'T,HANU parking apron --------- 400 feet bY 150 feet. 

:~o 'lITNH ,THANH 'supp,ly, and logistic~ area - 400 feet by 150 feet -
not comple~.ed~ 

£0 AN, LOC 'airfield ... 75% of runwaY resurfaced. Runway 1850 
teet by 120. teet~ ,~:, 

,'- COf<:jflD£PJfl"AL 
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-E 0 ~JrJ DE ,t.y' TI A L:' 
, !... QUAN LOI airfield - improvement of runway - existi~g 

1"t.1llWay is 'eXPanded to 3500 feet by 60 feet. 

,&. QUAN LOI parking apron - 400 feet by 382 feet. 

j!.' Engineer Reconnaissance:" J 

!.. Air reconnaissance ---- 36 

2,. Ground reconnaissance·---:o ... ..., .. I .J 
• • :. \ t' • '".; ". 

,2, •.. La~l3rite pits ----- .- 1 

a. AVLB site'S --_ .. ---. 4 

! .. }UN THANH air field, survey - 1 
• "" I " ' :' .• ," 

t. Chemical: ,Oher4cal ,support ~s ,rendered by personnel: of the 242d 
Chemical Detachment and' 266th 'Chemical Platoon under- 'staff supervisi'on " 
of the Division Chemical Otticer. The Division Chemical Officer '-las 
asked tor his recommendation' as t'othe possible'appTfcation' of' 'chemicals 
in the destructipn of the large rice caches discovered in vicinity ot 

,XT 445545 and XT 455530. 'He proposei'(fthat imined£a,+:eil1 after the rice 
',,' had been scattered by air ,s.trikes, the ~rea should, be contaminated with 

large quantities ot C8-1. ' This would cl'ela.y VC salvage attempts until 
the rice was. completely' destroyed by, weather. The area vicinity XT 
445545 was hit by air strikes' 'on 29 June followed by the cS-1 drop on 

'5 July. Thirty S5"g~on_ drums wer~ dropped with the determination that 
3300 feet was the best altitude tor maximum eftectiveness. Ten additional 
drums were droPP'ed on, this !-arget and twenty drums were dropped at XT 
455530. The third and final drop ottwenty drums was made on the target ' 
at XT 445545. i' " ' 

g~: 'RE=-iS,;;,;UL ... T;;:;,S':. 
, f $- • . , " . ,. 

a. Fri~ndly 'Losses: 

:"~. ,Eriemy', ~o~ses: 

(1) Personnel: 

, ) 

.' .... ; 
.' -',. ~ 

'. " . ~ ~ .. ; :} 

" ' 
·f· . 

. KIA· (BC)~~' ,825 · 
KIA (Pro\1.) :-':" • '1249' 

• , "1 ... 

. :' 
.. ~ '; . 

. ;."' ::',.;1 (.i.· • 'j: .•. ,.: 1. 

" . : .' •. I, •• ' ,'" • ' ~, : ;.. '" •• , ••• ,l:. ~ .:}. . .'. ' . 
• "1, ' 

,,' ,I,,, 1 ,',J':)-' , " 
':. ~J .~, •• '. ' .. 

• .•••• ,. I ••. J,. 

~. '.. ..,. r' 

". 
I, : : 

. :,' , ~ ) : , . , , ' ,!' ,,..: '. ,', :: • 

, I ~' .' " , , ,: 
. " ", . i" ~ I \' \:' ... 

.' ...... .:.~I.; 

.I,7[)-· .. 

',' 

. '. 

, -: ',' .... 

'J 

- ~ ..: ' .. ~ .. -.. 

. 1 , 
) 



',,-,/ 

vee ~,~.......,.,,--~~~--~---- 38 
VCS --~~-=---~-------- 43 
Ret.urnaes -_.. 1 

(2) Weapons ~nd Ammunition: 

Cr~ew' Served ~ __ ~«.1\_____ :" 44 .. 
Small Arrns -------- 154 
Art.illery Rounds -.,,:~~.- 5 

,1'1onar Rounds -;.,~-- 84 
'Hines -=---~----- . 16 
Grenades -= ..... ---,~ .. ~.-~-- 350 

: Small Arms Ammun::Ltion -- 15, 1 55' 
R~c:oiUess Round;:! ~:-~- :3 

(3) Irlst.allationa: 
" 

Base Camps ------ 23 
Hospitals ____ ~e_;.,... __ ' 1 ' 

,Boat Building Shop --- 1 
"Bicycle Repair Shop -- 1 

(4) Foodstu:ffs~ 

Rice (tons)' ~-----~ 1,547 -
Salt (tons) -- 275 
Fi'sh (tons) -- 175 
Flour (pounds) ---=----- 1,350 

'Sardines (cans) -- 1,000 
Tea. (pounds) ----- 300 
Miscellaneous (pounds) .: 550 

'. (5)- Supplies: 

:.' :: '. Kerosene (gallons) --~ 1,000' 
;:',:<,; i," ,Typewriters _~_;..""";'__ 2 

{ , , 

.. :.;"':' 

, Boats --------' 14 
Stoves .. ------- 20 
Tin (sheet:s) ...,.~-~,~,~~~- 5,400 
Pans (cooking) ---- 8,000 
Ladles -.------- ',900 
Fuel (gallons) <3OB____ 1 a5 
Oil '(gallons) ---- 550 
Wax (pounds) --- 500 
'l'l~ailer --.;.-........;--- ' .. ,' " 1 

, Tires-..:..----..;..:--~- ,; 6 
Bicycles --.:.-....;--~~' : ::' 2 ' ' , 
;Oxcart6··...:.~--- ' .; " :' 7' 
Thermos ~ugs -~~-...... - "', ,15 . 
Tar (gallons) -~-.:...:- ; ... " . 5 

. ;. .,.: ' ,.'. Bailing Wire (~poOis) ..; .'.'. 5 
,'\r;Ta~e:r Pumps ~ ~"'"----- .'. ~.. 1 

' .. ' . '.. ~ . ' ... 
" 

(6) ~seellaneous: 

,'Numerous Documents ' 
,. Larg(J amount 'of Medical Supplies 

, . 
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. eONFIDENTIAL -
·10.· Am·D:NISTRATlVE· MATTERS: 

a..~8i8tics: 

., .' ,(1') ,':Prep8.ration: ,} 

. ' Car' ELPASO II. Durlng this phase of the operation involving the 
. htand 3d Brigades, a Division Forward Logistics Base was established 
, at LAI KHE ... Brigade and battalion S-4 personnel remained at the log base 

, to' coordinate theresupp;tl" . of! m¥-~~ ;W ~r' \ SUpport CODnd established 
a tOrWard CP to control the logisti-c actiVities. A Division Tactical ' 
,CP was located at QUAN LOI. 

, , . (b).EL PASO III.· This phase ot the operation involved the 2d and 
3d Brigade8-:"and the ~logistics; l>a.se ope-ration remained the same as 
EL PASO. Il,· ~he Di;vi~ion .Tactical CP was relocated at LAI KHE. 

b •. Con~ept o:t .Op.eration: This operation was preceeded by a detailed 
. stud1' of previous operations and a coordination meeting with 1 at Infantry 
Division Support. .CC)mmancir ·Q...4,··and all p.articipating 5-4'8. Specific 
pro'blems tr.ompr.eviousoperat..ions" were discussed and workable solutJ.ons 
were estabi:i:shed •. ~:::In ~ddition .to. the lQg base at LAI KHE,· six additional 
suppq poi90t·&LWere},.est'abl1~d ·at. vario-qa times throughout the operation . 
b7 Support ~ommand..,element.s at. the tollowing locations: IvtINH THANH, . 
CHON THANH,· AN lDC,.QUAN ,LOI" l.QC, NINH, '$aNG BE. The 1st Intantrt .D1vi-

" 8ion was supported in, these. opez:ations 'b)" the 1 st Logistical Command. 

c. Exec\1tien: 
'0 .... ~~" ••.•. ",, " ..... _ .. _ 

" . 
. (1) ~uppq:.· 

(.)Cla88· I =" 
'", . 

1.. '1'114 •. s~PPl1- :ot Class .Iwas accomplished with little , difficulty. 
Sufticient. A ·ration. component.s ,were ~Shed to provide all troops with 
at least one mo~ti~ A .meal daily, tactical situation permitting. 
Combat. units, j,n. the "rest·, period'.!. 8t\d supporting units were ted three 

. moditied A rations daily. AdeQuat,e "ice was available .through local 
'pro~e~t ·)d:~h Imprest Funds and aerial resupply trom DI AN •. Sundry 
packs were. issued' ever,r tive dqs. " . 

," '.', , . . , . 
• • ',,' ;! '~ . .,~, , ',.) .• f., l .. 

, .i. .. ,. Btookage. "O~e.ci1.~~ .. 
. ,.' , , 

,~";·l. ';'. ~ '-., . ' .•. _ ... ~ ....... _ •. __ 1\' 

•. & •. ; A i~tions "!!...D~ .... , • -~)' . 
'-" '. ~ ;t:',.' · ,,! ,. . ',' " II .......... - ___ •• • " a) 

2., B Rations_~:,1.S~.~ on ~ ... 
• .. .... c; . 

. 0". • ....., ..... _ ....... " •• '___ • ":, •• 

'i. . C Rations- 1 S days oli liaiia. 
t. r') .' .. '.'o\,,;;.;;'t, t(:: 

1. Quantity". Delivered: .. ' 1;' ':.'''<.,:i· .. ~ ; .!' ~.:, I 

~of': A Rat~on.$ -. .1606.4. short 'tons • 
... :~~. '. .. ," .. ' .... '. ~- .. :-, ..... :~- . i 
',il.' ,B Rations ,~~ . .1.74.1..0 .. .short .·tons • 

. .... -: 

", · c.· ;C. ,Ration~ - 375.3 short tons. ._ .. 0,'.. . 

. (b)., CJJi'-ss"II and IV (leas . ..repair parts). 
. ' .. " . '. 

. ..... .... . • ... ; I 

1. Unit.s· carried. ari.tici.pated ·)9.tp.ss n and IV requirements in 
their .battalion .. t.rains,. . .bawew.r, .• due t'e?, ~he nature of the oper~tion 
add.i1iional i.tems ~~:needed. ~... '.'. " 

·;.::·.;,:i·<,:::f:;:;::'.?€bt\;~:rD£N·;tIAL. ... . ' ..... ,.: 

, , ' 
': '"1' ' 

• • ... ~o. __ •• , .•. , ........ _ .......... _ , ... 

. ~ .... . -_ .. --.-"'- •... -.. ~'-.~"''''' 
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CO{:\lF!D EN r~AL 
~c N(ll stockage objective was est.ablished for Class II and IVlI 

hc,r ... e~\!er 1> ::i.t, wa~ necessary to issue 912 short. tons dudng the combined 
operationa" 

~n'l'he i.ssue of this ,item, was ~;u1\i':i;cient for the demand. The 
es'r.a,f)'I,\oSDl!l(::nt ot the Class III suppJy points forward provided the respon-
6~j,V$ne~':i detdl"ed by supporled units. Haximum use 'wa,s made of available 
~i!,,~:(q.tt foJ,' l:"i2SUPPly. Tl'I..is method 1~8::; assisted by, the _ convoy _ o~ 10 
ko:\gllst '><jhicli. delivered 25,1i 000 gallons 1;.0 forward supply points.' The use 
,of' 5(:0 gallon collapsible fuel tanks was extremely gratifying and, assisted 
_ ths operation gr~.atly ~ , 

l .. ' ,St.ol.!kage Objacti ves: 

, "E.. AVGAS -~ ... --

a. Diesel ---~-­

'1. Quantity Received: 

50, qoo gallons ' 

1 0,000 gallons 

30,000 gallons 

1 0,000 gallons 
, 

,,~ ,I • 

!Oo JP-4 --- 1,248,510 gallons 

!?~o AVGAS -=----- 178,,240 gallons 

£,. MOGAS-- 367,301 gallons 

it· Diesel -~- 176,909 gallons 

!. • Package rOL ~"" 234 short tons 
. 

(d) Class V: 

".' 

. 1. This item was issued by the supply point method. The 3d 
Ordnance Battalion (AMHO) supported the operation with a forward ASP 
inLAI KHE and for a short pel~iod an ASP located at QUAN LOI. Arti,llery 
ammunition was shipped by air directly from BIEN HOA to unit trains at 
QUAN LOI and LA! KHE. Due to' the RSR of the divisipn it was necessary 

, to augn.ent Ul,e a.irlift. of ammunition with l;'Oadconvoys., . . ' .. 

" 

~.. Stockage Objective':, 400 short tons. . '" 

~" Quantity Received: " 2,9S4..43S short tons';' 

~. Quantity- Issued: 2 .. 6~.~62 short tons. 

(2) Services: 

(a) ~ransportation: , . 
L~ During Operation EL P~$.9 ~I/III.theDivision Transportation 

Oftice established one ATCO at.' LAI KHE Airfield to coordinate -movement 
of supplies from LAI -KHEto .rorvr?-~Q. !!-,¢ts. ,During EL, PASO III anATCO 
was al~o established at DIAN Airfield to coordinate movement of supplies 
to brigade location$.. The, ,l:'()a~. ~9y~rnents were coordinated by the DTO 

; / . , 
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, . 
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C.0;\4(1 0 Ei~i Tlh t: 
,office located in DI AN. Additional responsibility for the mail courier 

(POJ'lY' ltxpress) and Errand Boy courier l'las also a part of the DTO opera­
tion. The operation was conducted in two phases. 
, , ' 

~.Phase I, 1 July - 9 August, the DTO had control of all 
CV-2B aircraft available. Phase I~, 10 August - 26 August, the DTO' 
and the brigade had joi~t9pe~~~fpn~1' control: 6f the CV-2B aircraft. 
The following data reflects the airlift' operation for both phases. 

' ... . , 
r'" 

1) Sort:t.es ----- 1124 • . '. '.' ", 

"... :: ........ , 

... : ..... 

:3) Passengers moved -~-- '9661~, 
• . , I .' g : I: ~'. .' i 

.' .. ' 

.4), Mail tonnage moved --- 516 short tons. 
o I" •. · ... . '.. . 

, " ,£. ,. The .DTO coordinated seven resupply convoys during the 
period2 They were used to augment the airlift of the division with 
supplies"t:orthe LAl; ISHE,.brigad~ an4, to support ~h~ operations. The 
convoys consisted of 912 vehicles carr,ying 4460 short tons of supplies. 

, (b) 'l-iairitEmance was' co~ducted 'by establlshing' contac·t teams from 
the 701 st· .Mai~tenance ,Battalion ill- all supply. PQint locations. Liaison 
visits were conducted daily by 'the battalion as well as technical'inspec­
t,~onsaridassistanc~ teams on the request of forward units • 

• : .: '. • ~ I : • • \ • "..' '. f 

:'.:<.:: .1. 'Volwne 'or Business: ' ' 
.' - '. . . ~ ',' "', \ ' 

.": .';',.' 

J -•• 

!.~' '537, job repai~sby ,contact teams. 

"2,. "'706 job repairs by TI teams at unit 'locations; 
, , 

~. 'Equipment evacuated: 

, 1) Automotive ,;,.. '1. 

:'2) Electronic"~ 12.': 

, , .' ';'3} 'Instrument - t.' 

;:'·4) I ' Small' 'ArmS ~ 1 ~' 

71· 5) " Engineer ..:.::.:..- L"·, 
~:' S~pply support 'r~~ulted in the shipment of 30 short tons 

of repair pq.rts to, th~ .fo~'!!:I:rd w;d,t!3~,. ,',I' .:. 
• . • • ,J, " 

(c) :·Medica,l Ey~c~!lti-9n a.n~,~9~~it-~~zfl.tion: 
, " ... ' ..... ,.r., oJ ,.. • 

1.· ~Co~qept: ... ,Fo+.1.'1ard se~ti~n~ ~f .Q,.c~mpany, 1st Hedical 
Battalion, 2 June - 28 July, and'C Company~ 1st Medical Battalion, 
23 July to.3 Sep~camber"aJ)d1st Medical ~tt)f!.1ion clearing platoons ',' 
provided divisfon level medical support 'fr6m'a forward base to battalions 
and brigades. Medical supplies ,wel'e sufficient for the operations and a 
minimum of 15 days suPPly l'1i,lS on hand at all times. lrJhole blood requests 
were tilled by 406th l~edical Laboratory. The replacement of C Company , 
by "D Company' was due to a possible contingency plan which D Company loJ'as 
d~signat.edto support. This change t;lid notiinp3:ir the medical. support 
and gave the medical battalion an:,opportunity to give more of their 
persom,el field experience. ,,' ,.' '.: , ' ' , ' 

" ", '",' ',: "",' " '. .,' '.. . ," :" 
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.''if? CO'Q FlO fhJ j ; At 
~}' 'Tolume of Operation: 

!~ Patient load -------- 1078. 

£, Pat,ients evacuat.ed ----=-~ 442 (aeromedical evae). 

£~ Patients return~d' to. duty ':..,.J;.' . 636. 

1. IIDust Orrn operations were sufficient with one "Dust Off" 
in support of the operation located at QUAN tin and a standby located 
2.t LAI KHE~ other "Dust Off" standby were located at SAIGON and LONG 
BHIH and were provided on an as needed basis. "Dust Off" units were 
also used for resupply of urgent medical supplies. 

d. A1ministrative mai~ters for 'I st" 2d, and 3d Brigad~s are included· 
in Annexes N" 0, and P. 

· 11. SPECIAL EQ!lIPM,ENT AND TECHNIQUES: 

80 0 Troop lIy" Formation. This technique envisions an armored ca.valry 
· t.roop ma.rching tdth two columns straddling a road where the off:-road 
mobility is afforded. Two armored cavalry platoons move side-by-side 

.' approximately 20. meters off each side of the road. The third elements 
moves either on or off the road, but the head of the third element is 
abreast of the tail of the leading elements. This formatiol1 affords 
mutual supporting fires from two platoons in a given area of contact and 

· p!J.~s the maximum amount of strength to the front of' the column. 

b. Use of SKY SPOT (Radar Bombing) in the· close in suppo:r-t role. .Three 
flights of SKY SPOT (Radar Bombing) were used in a close air support role 
during the attack on 2/18th. Infantry, 2 July. These st,rikes which landed· 
within SOD meters of friendly.troops, were the first known SKY SPOT 
strikes to be used in a clqse air support role. . 

c. A reqltirement tor a rapid reaction aircraft flare delivery capa- '. 
bility emerged during the operation. Delivery ot the MK-24, mod 3 aircraft 
tlare from UH-1 aircraft requires certain equipment and compliance with . 
specific procedures to insure safety for aircraft and crew. These 
procedures and necessary equipment are described in detail in letter 
SrWAP-Q., Hq Ammunition procurement and Supply Agency, Joliet~ Illinois, 

· dated 22 Ju~ 1965~ subject: Flare, Aircraft, Parachute, ~{-24, all 
mods. 'One UH-1 aircraft in A Company has been rigged to drop these 
'fl~res; 2000 flares are on hand in the division area; and three creWS 
have been trained in their handling and use. Availability of this 
aircraft and flare systeql under the direct control of the division 
commander permits night illumination of two hours with 40 - two million 

· candlepowe:r flares. being carried internally in the UH-1. ~!hile time on 
'st~t:i.on and number of flares' i$ ,.not nearly as great in this organic 
system as can be provided by the P~r Force, it does provide a significant 

· e1!le):'gency, back-up .i;U~nation capability. 

d. Afmed CH-47. The ACH-47 supported operations six times during 
· the period 25 June to. 9 July. On t.~ee occasions the aircraft was forced 
to land as a result of hits fl~om enemy fire. The ACH:":'47 was used to 
att.ack VC. established in at tack Pbsitions, utilizing' ~li the types of 

· armament on board the aircraft. 'During the action on 30 June, it was 
· discovered that the 7.62mm Miniguns alone do not have the necessar,y 
suppressive capability. When an ACH-47 is forced down, it immediate~ 
becomes a battlefield liability, requiring th~ diversion'of combat forces 

.tor seourity until it can be repaired and/or extracted. Recommended 

., ~mpJ,.oyment· is ~o have the aircraft stand off and take advantage . of the 
"#I)geot t~)e on""boa.rd wea.pons. . " ,I.' 

· ~. ~ - ~ . '..... ~ ~ , '1. . 
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e. Light; -!\ssault . Field Artillery Battery, 4.2 inch. This 'unit \-.'as 
organized· in July 1966 under 1 st Infantry Division provis:i.onal TOE 6-1 
and is known throughout the di vision· as the 1 st Lighthorse As sault Artil­
ler,y Batter,y.Thebattery was conceived as a means of. filling a possible 
void in air.mobile operations. Movement of 105mm howitzers batteries in 
support of LZ' s were dep'eild~'!:\t,,·uppii~ lCij"'4on ";; \prhlch 1tlere of'ton in ~hort 
supply. The Lighthorse Battery is designed to be moved cOJ!1pletely by 
UH-:1 slJ.c~s., 'l'his· capBrQiUty. increased the firepoHer fley..ibility of 

. tpe. 9.1 yi.~iOll and. provided additional .ass\ir?n~e tr.s t ·.a;deqva.t.e! :f.).r.epOJA"~r . 
cpl4d: ~~. made avai;Lable :to isolat.ed .. LZ '.s 0';' .. 'I'J?,e :bat t.e;ry. i aiso hasJith~ : 
c~p~b~,Uty' .to: move: by .. r9.~d in organic;:. veh;icles.• :f.e;t';S9pn.el and;;i~q\Jilpl'nent.,,·. 
for .. :t;he; ~t,"/hich is ':comrnand~d by a Ha.jor·:l<j~re..provid.ed by ~:he:.h~a~(:. 

. mortar, p~~toons 01' 1/2di,:.2./2p.~ and 2/16th mi'a~try Battalions .. :w1.t}:l.l 'addi­
. ti~nal..' !;Ieadquarters aPd. ~.e . Direction. personnel being prov;id.ed fro'fJ).;r:;· 
. Di vis~.oil. Artill~ry .anc;l D~ vi.siah . Hea.ci<.luarters resources·.:~, Dw?ing .op§r.a­
tionEL PJ:.SO II/l;IIthe bat.tery displ.~ce~ seven: time~~.-·;rir:i.ng a,tQtal 
of 2305 rounds ~l'J.; .. support, of· road: ·c;Le~ring and·.con.voy .. ope;t;'ations .. plong 
Route·13. "'i ..... ~\"... '.' ." ........ :,.: ... ;':.,. ,.,:,,' •.• :. ,',"'.:' 
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a.·. Gem~r~l: Operation EL .P!lSO inflicted a' sever\3 defeat .,on· the 9th 
vq 'Divi~i~n, completelyfrustr~ted the. monsoon offens;i.ve·in ~h~. n9rt.hern 
I~I 'C0rPs .a~~~~ ~drepresented. ap. important lea~ng:·pt-~.ce·ss:·throughout 
.the 1 st. Infal1t~,P.ivision. . : .. :. '. '.; ;" '. '. ; ,". ..: ..: '. 

b. A+though:h was not ~p~arent tl1rQugh.·. the c~urit~g.9r' pOdiGs, on' 
the battlet.:ield during the five major',eng"igeme,nt~,of EL"PASO, 'subsequent 
inter.rogation of prisoners f~om allthre~ .of.the VC.r.egiments.of'the·9th 
VC Divi.sio~ make it cl~ar·that t.he division lost ov~r 2,000 killed and 
s~ver.al thousand: 'tolOund.ed out of a strength of; about 10,,000. In the last 
batt1:e, t.he 2724.·n.e.gi~ent "rent ;into action \\d.th sea North Vietnamese 
repl,ac.ement.s only thr~e days after the.ir· arriveJ... The VC e.'llployed against 
the .1st Divi3ion tactics which had been successful "dthout exception both. 
agciinst the Frenc;h and against the Vietn~nlese Arrrry - that is, major. 
ambushes b,y ver,y large VC forces against small friendly forces. Each 
tizp.e the yg 'lrlere defea:t~d.B:nd each time they wel"e defeat.ed more soundly 
than the time b~fore ·as the 1 st Division le.arned ·more and more hO'~ltO 
re~Qt. to ·.tbis~O:~~ or' atta,gk. .. '., .' '. '. ;;1"1. ,;'.. .' :::llJ i:' ", 

I . ~ •. l •• . .• , • 

. r:;r~i!t~~=J)(;:~~~~T~e s~~c:i~ ~fi~~!~>!~~i:g a { ~i;~ 14lomete~ J~~re;t.cb·of .·.road .and .. far ove;l.·:-~.~ender:l. tpe l~~gtn:"of the 
ca"1'~lry columri w.hic~ \<f?-~! ~Qving. in .a .reasonably t;igb.t. :t:orl~,at;ion.· The. 
buTh".of the troop was ~~~le' t~ pu;u.. :tn~o.a f1m&ll.clea.r.ing~oward the head 
o~ t:.e~: a.mbu~~ site 'and, f~h~r~ :i~, '~ic9ow'i~.ed. ~or ~tse:!:-t very: wel~. In this 
pa.~~~:qlar se<?tor, ,t.h~ .1.st: .. B~·i'~~.a:LiQP',,: .. ~72d negl.ment. lO$t. ~n14tl.~d and 
wounc\ed approxin!atelY. ,90% :.91' .. :i.t.13 :s.t.ier,g~h.. One cavalryplCl·toon. '\I!~lS 
is.o~a:te<1·at the TA ° Bridge ·:t;.Qgetn~n. with about. 30 ARVN soldi~rs •. This 
ele~t 1i9-~ ·engc-.ged by the £2d ~attalion of' .the 272.dVC Regiment '\-rmch 
in the cOurse of four hours lost about 5G'% of its st,rength in killed and 
wounded; ":.:::'f.l1e Jd Battalion ·eJrt.eni;le~f'al;ther to the sO" ... th and only ensaged' 
the tra,il Party, including'a irrR~"one tankJl two APCs and an engineer . 
dozer ta.nk. The VC lost· very few men in tlrl.s engagement and the 3d 

I BattaJ.ion ldthdrew from the ba.ttl-er,i~ld largely unhClrmecl. On the US 
. side,· original esti.m.EI.tes of the siz'e of the VC force .. lere low and or..ly 
aft~,r. About an hours fighting did, it b~co~e apparent that an entire 
re~nt was involved. As a consequep:ce" botll· air and artillery were 
uS:el~~" but not as ef1'ectively a.~ J.,rL...l?1;.er b.attles beca'll:se t~ey 't-!ere 
directed· only ap:air.st the enenw .. 1W,its ,in direct contact and ,:l1ot against 
the area. in which the enemy. was; .maneuv.ering, reini'ol~cing or.' Withdra .. d~.g. 

I t~! •• 1 .. 
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AdditionallY, commanders involved were not as afgressive in using fire 
support a.s they could have been owing to the underestimate of enem;y 
strength and lack of kno1tT1edge as to its exact location. The infantry 
reaction force did not arrive on the scene of battle in time to be 
decisive. By the time it did ar'rive, the VC we:r;-e t-lithdra:wing. 

d. After a thorough critique by all comma.nders involved, the commun­
ications were tightened up, the coordination of air and artillery was . 
improved by the simple mea.ns of pre planning artillery support on one " 
side of the .road and air support on the other so these th'O decisive. 
weapons could be used continuotls1y and simultaneously. It was also' 
decided that the ini'antry reaction would be divided into t\</O elements.' 
First, a battlefield relief force to preclude a defeat in the area of . . 
the main attack, and. second, a battlefield exploitat'ion force \tThich \""O~ld '. 
be landed along the routes of withdrm·ral. in order, to destroy VC i'orces . 
some distance froll'l tlleambus~ site. ' . .,;. . 

. '. • .,' ',': II •• .' .,'. --~ -.-." 

e. On 30' June, the 211 st Regiment attacked t't'lotroops of the 4tll .. 
Cavalry, reinforced by·8, . company' of the 2d Batta1ion".:,18th,Infantry'. 
During this battle, the coordination of fire support":'l'las ,vastly improved, 

. the cavalry maneuvered during ithe.batt1e and the battlefield relief' force 
arrived in time to engage theVC prior to withdrawal. The battlefield 
exploitation forces eventually succeeded in landing belrl,nd the enemy 
a~ongtheCambodian Border where another major engagement with a full 
regiment of VC ensued. The cavalry ,by this time had doubled its basic 
load of 50 calibre ammunition and doubled the number of cannister rounds. 
More artillery was within range and had registered ahead of time •. VC 
casualties in the battles of 30.June -,2 JulY. were Significantly highe~ 
than on' S June.. . .. 

: ' 

f ~ I 'Prior to the battle of 9 July, int'e1ligence indicated the positioning 
of the 272d Regiment along the ~rrl~THANH Road. Deception as to the size 
of tneUS force to transit the road was employed, five batteries of' 
artillery positioned, four infantry battalions positioned next to the 
S-'llbush site or \-lit,bin helicopter rapid reaction distance. In this battle, 
fire coordination improved. even further , again putting the artillery on 
one side of the road, in this case, the north side, and continuous air 
strikes on the south side. Four infantry battalions were introduced into 
the battle within three hours; one of them ~"ithin 45 minutes by helicopter; 
whereas t'fO battalions "Tere moving to the battle through the jungle within 
a matter of minutes after the ambush started. This: combination of man-," 
euver and increased fire power caused the VC to break off·the battle in 
one hqur and 45 minu€esj 'whereas previously, they had fought for four 

. hours and 'siX 'hour's :·'Z'espectively • 

. go Iil' each succe'sS'ive battle, the number of VC killed and captured 
rose sharply and the riuml!)er of weapons ca,ptured was particu1ar.l.y:'high 
on the 9th of July, 'including some '23 machinegUns, plus ' r~eoi11ess 
rifles and a large number of AK-47 a.ssau1t rifles and BARs. No unit of 
the 9th VC Division undertook any Icombat operations of any ·ildnd for 
3! months after the 9th of July. It,is not known· at this t~e whether 
the division has recovered, or to what eJ.::tent. Since thos'e ba.ttles, 
the· 1 st Division has tun convoys on Route 13 'and cavalry reconnaissance 
on lUghl/ay 13 and adjacent roa,ds -without contact •. Civilian traffic is 

. now flowing, and a1:though the eli vision fully expects more such engagements . 
in the' future, perhaps by even larger forces, the techniques developed 
for rapid reaction and heavy tire power should make it impossible for 
the'VC to enjoy a victory and shoUld: result. in· further heavy losses should 
they' ~hoose again to employ this;fa~or1te of all their tactics., It is 
perfectly clear that~ored units~have a high utility in. connection with 
road se6u~tyandroad reconnaissance. ~~~ce 9 July, the. 1st Division 
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~s been r,einforced 't two tank com anies a.nd is now askir.g ~fp:ri:,its 
own 9th Tank Battalion to be deployed to Vi et.nam • e co na on f 
armored elements and air mobile infantry and light artiller;r presents 
the VC with tactical problems with which they seem unable to cope. 

h. The las~ victorcJ of tl'\~ 9tl:l. VC Division was in November 1965 
against the ARVN 7th Reg!ment~ in 'the' l-!ICHELIN. A year has now gone by 
without their having conducted any profitable operation. As a conse­
·~·.l!9~C~, ~he local guerrillas and regional.JTC. force -have be .. ~ ,~;thouif 

.t.t;c, .s"pportof .this n1ain force unit ,and h~ve. ~ ,tu~n, su:f:i'~J;'~~,~a ~e~~as, 
: of.. ~j?r and ~nor. defe.~t,s ;wqich is beginning tc? ~hO¥ up, a~,;,a·mar.ked . 
. ' up-~urn of the over~lJ,.."se~ity: of the. nort.hei,'n.;tI Corp~, ar.~ •.. ;. '." 
: .. 

: 1~., LESSONS . LEAR~lED': 
. .. : .... 

,": . ,'~' I. 

:.)~ a. Dust Pff and re/3upp:!i ~~te~ 'should 'be ~stablis~~(\ bY :ef:e~eri.:ts" " 
".other; the!-ri tl),qse ,engaged witb th~ enenw. MoveTllent' 'of wol4~ed p~rs9nnel 
,by :t..l?-!i' Unit, part,icularly armored elements, ·detracts from, t~e tirepO'llel'" 

," avail,able .. , . 'E)mp,ty medevac ;veQi-cles including ,personnel ca:iTiers and 

, 
.... / 

· helicopters sh9U.ld .be used to ,transport a.rlII'lIUI)i,tion .to engaged element$. 

· .b.c~inmitiiIlg reserv~ '(trail) elelIlents .01' armored. cavalry should be 
.: .<ione as soon '8/3 the battle develops in o~er to bring .the ma.ximum amount 
· ot· firepower' to bear .• 

c.Intantry mounted on p.·nd f·ighting from armored personnel carriers 
. ,.is .fo~d to Qeunsa.t:i,s.f'act·ory when .the crew exceeds five men. , If· more 
.t:~ th~s. n1J]nber is pr.esen~ ·th~ ten4 ,to get in each other's way.·, : 

· Infantry. .. can ,best be utiJ,ized b~r .riding on :vehicles of the trail elements, 
· t.hen. committ'ed as dismountedintantry where needed. 

. . . . 
; ': " . 

'. d. 'Concentrat:i,on of 'eaements composed of tanks and iLPC IS in the 
.~'ldJ;l.1ng zO,ne" l,las prOVed .~:t'f(;ctive in that it' massed more firepower 
in the .V9 "ld,lliJ'!g zone". · .. Concentration is considered to be an extra­

.... clos.ed.,~olumri ,(1:0' - 15 meters betwe.en vem,cle~).: ,:. . . 

. :..', . ~ ,,! ....... ~ •• :f'·ltli,· t .' I. ", 

:e.. VC u5e!i a: trench in defense to trap atta.ck~.~.",·. :Tp,~ ma~ V9 
elements were in .fort1!iedpositions on a ~ma.;U hi)4. .. andha.d .IX~p'q.re~ .' 
astraight-.l1n,e:,trench near the Qottom. As the attacking U.S. ,p~at09A.,,, 
approached the position, they came under mortar, grenade and automatic' 

'. weapons fire.~ The U.S. forces made the instinctive reaction of taking 
· .cover in: the :~rench in preparation fo:r. the; .as~:ult. ':. The, VC maneuvered . 
. ~ a machine g:un into t.he. trench on the flank, 0"- ~h~ 'p,4t90n, giving .them· 
:·.~Q9d. enfi4d~ .. fire which caused heavy casualt:f.:es. .. l;p .tpe. p1,a.toon i~ a. '; 
~)J1a:tt..~r; ofse·conds.'l'he!}~.ttack1ng foJ;'ces coul,d.._ ~y~ ,.c;l~nied: sllccess ot 
: t~ nia.neu:v~.r:to the "VO~. ba,d.·.f'lanX.~~curity b~en,.'.f?~ta.b1.is~ed. priori ·to 
.s.~~ng. cover 1lt.:the. trench,: ~': ... \.: .... : ; .. ;'. -., .: ',' .. -· ... 
j ;',:. .~.' j"'. ,", I •.••• ::. ~. :.I,1'! ,,'.~. ~ ~ '. '. '. I':,~' • • • :,' I 

: .. '. f.' ~~" VC. us.a fP~t.es. of, atta.qk; .,~.~initial; ~u:t.e:5 ,of, ~thdra.w~;~ . 
,,~~ral: :V:Cc~pt.ive~ .stated., that: t.h,~ 1n1t:i~,l. rout.~,. 9I:' withdra\.J'al from 

.. CiIop o1::?j0ctive . .a~ea o~,ambu$ sit'~' ;i.s.·;t..he"'sam~ rou:t.Ei that,·is used fol" 
· movement .to. t·he· attack.. This· make~ ~:t. easierr .1'OI-i· th~'soldier to rind .. " 
his way back to as'sembly areas. In three regimental sized attacks 

· against· U .• S. fo~ce,s, the VC never- attacked through the column. Their 
withdrawa~ ~s always in th~ cl1rection rrom \1hich they att,acked. . This 
is: a pri~ consideration ·in the. eJIlployment. of" artillery and. air once it 
.is determined that the VC. are .a.tt~mpiing. to break contact. If'. the route 
of attack is known, artill.ery and air,· must, . be . placed on the rO"J.tes to 

· block t~ewithdrawal. It must' al.so..be.;l'rS.p.e.~lmQWn t.o·the friendly forces 
'. in order for the commander t9. PrQpe~ .~e·Cut~ the pur~uit. · .... r.· 
o • • , • • , 
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~a g. The VC showed the capability to recuperate rapi~ after heavy 

losses •. On 8 June, two battalions of the 272d Regiment were severely 
decimated, losing upwards of 340 men. On 9 July the same regiment 
attacked a column with three battalions. Captives stated that up to 
800 NVA replacements had joined the regiment on 7 July. On 30 July 

. a returnee from the 271 st Regiment stated that his regiment had received 
500 NVA repiacements on 26 July. The 271 st Regiment had approximately 
570 men on 30 June. All NVA replacements were trained soldiers and gave 
the VC regiments the ability to regain combat effectiveness in short 
order. Intelligence personnel must consider this capability of the 
Viet Cong and continue to maintain locations of units that have suffered 
heavy losses. 

h. l'/hen dropping CS-1 from CH-47 aircraft the drop should start 
about 200 meters before ··reaching the target area due to the minimum 
speed of 40 knots per hour •. HUh a 22! second fuze" the drums should 
be dropped from 3300 feet t6 obtain tree top bursts. 

i. Pathfinder teams should be attached to brigades when it is necess~ 
to support a fixed airfield. Minimum equipment necessary will include 
runway.lights and radio communications with FM and Vlli" capatilities. 
Personnel should not be rotated during the operation without proper 
coordination with brigade headqua~ers. 

j. JI·lhen USAF aircraft are utilized to li1~t elements of a brigade an 
air combat control team should be established at both the point of embar­
kation and the point of debarkation. This is necessary to have adequate 
control to p!'-event a serious accident and to enable pilots to r.eceive 
instructions to make loading an~ unloading more efficient. 

k. FAC IS should be equipped with a radio covering t.he same frequency 
range as the ground troops. It is necessary for the FAC to be able to 
monitor the actions of ground commanders, thereby gaining abetter 
perspective of the ground operation which in turn will help 'him to 
provide bettel' close air support with higher assurances of:· troop safety. 

'. 
1. The· VC attempted to fortify the high ground around LaC: 'NINH in 

preparation for an attack on that town. Extensive patrolling ~srupted 
the VC fortifiiCations l and allowed the c;iecisive defeat of a VC battalion .. 
Aggressive and continuous patrolling provides the best defense against 
enemy offensive build-up. ... ~ 

m.' Supporting logistical units must maintain di~ect communications . 
with the supported element. There were several instances in whi<;:h the 
logistical support elements were not. in'·direct land l1.ne communications. 
Radios were Used, but due to the limite~ co~catibns in the supporting 
units adequate communications were' difficult to obtain. Logistical units 
must be provided 'toTith sufficient'cornriluiucations i'acilit,ies to insure a 
primary command net wit.h a backup radio nc·c .. 

. :. ': 

n. The majority of POL products were delivered to forward support 
areas in 55 gallon drums. Since forward support areas .are manned by a· 
minimum of personnel the quick responsiveness required by the'supported 
units at times was barely adequate~ 500 gallon collapsible drums are 
preferred sinqe they are easier to handle by support point personnel .. 
Responsiveness of USAF logistical li:f~, con~inues to be of concern 
although new procedures in requesting 'airlift and programming missions 
are being tested. Air Force personnel mus~ be made aware of the 
necessity ot baok,hauling.empty containers. 

' ... 
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o. The logistical element does not have control of logistical air­

craft. An Aircraft Control Center should coordinate all divisionBir 
transportation. A detailed and 8.1st~atic method should be established 
by the Support Command with close eoordination between the G-J and G-4 

, to insure all modes of land and air transportation are utilized to the 
maximum. 

p. The medical battalion has a, "low. priority for air movement. Because 
. 'f this the forward brigades are' usually moved into an AO and do not have 
the ready support of the forward element of their medica.l company 0 

Earli~r. movement wO':lld enhance the supported units medical se:nrice g Four 
, s9'riles' are 'req¢red to ~aye the' element. • The brigade conducting opera­
tio'ns in forward areas should consider the movement of 'their forward 
rne~cal unit during, ope:r-ational planning' .. : , . , .. ; .. 

'q~ "When a convoy is attacked 'the direction'from which the fire is " 
, :~ei'ng r~ceived and the~~~r c'ori~Emtration' of VC' forces must be determined 

'immediately ." Due to thedcdnfusion that can result as personnel become 
'misoriented'a' recomended'method' of pointing out the'direction of attack 
is' through the use of' smoke~:: Heavy 'concentrations of supporting fires 
should be placed 100 - 400 meters off the road since the bulk of the VC 

, force' is often back from t,:he"road and moves up to fighting positions 
, . along the ditches after"the 'initial exchange of fire., Naih elements of 

the VC' force will usuallY"be "located in areas adjacen't to the l'oa:d '\ihere 
the jungle is most dense and few or no landing zones exist therebY' '" ': 
protecting their flanks and'rear against, rapid reaction forces. ,I' 

• : '., I • 

r. Reconnaissance'by fire by gr.ound elements moving along a road'is 
unsatisfactory if the ,fire is placed at a 90 degree angle to the column. 
The lead vehicles: shoUld di.rect their fire into the ditches where cam­
oflouged foxholes ar~ likely to exist,. ' Enfilade 'fire in the ditches is 

, more likely' to cause the VC to disclo~e position prei'naturely. '; " ., 

,s. The operation l'eveaJ:ed significant shor't6omLlrigs"iri';the'Ol"ganiza­
tion and equipment of. the divisional aviation ba.ttalion for employment 
'in'the 'RVN type enviro'mnent" Thai 'currentauthdi'izat'ion or '16' tiH..;.1D ,';\ • 
aircraft iri'theairmob'ilecompany' iswh,olly iria(1e.~u.ate·'tb' support 

, divisiomil quick reaetionairrnobile for'ce reCiin:renlehts~' 'The':addition 
',of"five tm~·1 D aircraft :~o· the non-dinsionala'ir 'assault "co..'rloaro:es ,is a 

step "Thieh 'fi;iiould also be taken in the divisionaJ.:'aitmObile ciompany' at 
,the earll.est practic~ble da.te. With 21 ,troop carrier aircraft, the 
divis:iona:l airmobile'company would have a more pc;t:enb 'airlii't capability 
and' be 'capable" of properly supporting the division 'iri'(airmobileopera-

• tions.;' This ca,pa:bilit.yl'is essent.iaJ. "'hen non~dfVfsronal' assa:i.llt hell-
,,' :copter umts are not"a-ia.ilabie immediatelyo ;;':' .. 
'. .,' . ..::;. ~: ,.: ·t.:~·:: ~..'~. ~ 
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: 61. NARRATIVE OF THE BA'l'TLE OF SROK DONG 
~O JUliE 1966 

INTRODUCTION (U) 

The 271st Viet Cong Main Force Regiment was defeated on ~O June 

1966, near the village ot SROK nOnG in one of the claSflic engagements 

of the Vietnam conflict. In continuing their efforts to repel the 1st 

Infant:ry Division from the EL PA;'30 II area of opera.tions,. the va 
attempted to ambush Troops B and C, 1st Squadro~. 4th Cavall.'Y'.and 

Compsny C, 2d Battalion .. 18th Infant:ry. As a consequenoe, the 271st 

Regimen"t suffered heavy losS!es and VH'..S soundly defeated. 

BACKGROUND (U) 

Operation EL PASO II commenced on 2 June 1966 when intelligence 

indioated that three Viet Cong and one North Vietnsmese regiments were 

poised to resume their "Monsoon Campaign" by attackingGVli and U.S. 

Special Forces compounds in llJINH TH,ANH, HOli QU1.N, LOC lUNH, a.nd 30UG nE~ 

Beoause of this threat, Commanding General, II Field Foroe, Vietnam, 

direotod one infantry and one artillery baJ"talion be deployed "'IiO 10e 

NINH to strengthen the defenses in this area. Subsequently, additional 

.elements were deployed by CG 1st Div until by mid-Jur.e the majority of 

th.e di'vision was operating throughout BINI! LONG and PEUGe L0111'0 Provinces. 

1st· In£antr,Y Division troop dispositions as of ~00600 June are indicated 

. on atta.ched map 1. Two significant engagements had been fousht with 

the VC prior to 30 June. On 8 June, Troop A (+), 1st Squadron, 4th 

Cavalry had spoiled an ambush on Route 13, set by the 272d VC l'Iain 

Force Regiment while passing through TAU 0, an area betvleen CHON T".tl.t'llm 

.and HOl'i QUliN. Hhen the 4-hour engagement ended, the va had lost 105 

.KIA (BC )"i th an additional 250 probably killedo The second. sig-tlifi­

cant eng~jement involved elements of the 2d Ba.ttalion, 28th In£ant~ . 

and Cl))G forces in ,the Battle of LOC liTTITH Plantation on 11 June 1966. 

One batte.lion of the 273d Main l!'orce Regiment "as emplaced in trenches 

and heavily fortified bunkers. but after massive artiller,y and mortar 

fire and air strikes, the pOSitions were overrun. VC losses were 98 

KIA (BC) ar.d 150 KIA (Probable). 

For about two weeks the 2d Ba'ttalion" 1 8th Infantl.J" \1i tIl the 

1st Squadron. 4th Cavalr,y (-) had. the mission of securing the division 

. base at 'WAN 101 and the HON C,],U/.N airfield. Frow a June, the cavcl.r,y 

, squadron hed been performing recolmaissance to the east, south, south­

, west, and to the north lind ted by the destroyed bridge on Route 13 

. at XT 722973. In coordination with ARVN forces the banks of the 

· streant"'We~ prepared to permi"t emplacement of' an armored vehicle 

launohed bridge (AVLB) just to the left of the one tha.t had been ~t:,::;·,· . 

damB,Jed. Arloperation was plml.tJ.ed in conjunction with the emplaoement 

of the AVLD, to comcence on 30 Junes The squadron plan was submitted 

to Lt Col Herber"1; McChrysta1 7 COIl".mondtng Officer, 2d Batttuion, 18th 

. Infant:r:y, and was approved for operations in the ax'ea indicated on 

maps' 2 and ,. The mission assigned. to Lt Col LeCll1ard Lawane, 

Commanding Officer? 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry~ \Vaa &~tua.lly threefold. 

;First the squadron (-) was to cross Check Poiut GOLDEN GA'lIJ1l ( .. 'l.VLB) 

· ~d proceed north along Route 13 conducting £I, reconnaissance in force. 

· TroopC wns to operate in area of opero..tion B \'S1!..DALL while D Troop 

wQuld initially operate in FOOTBALL and leter in T~~NIS. Second, B 

Troop, in oonjunction with operations in T~n~IS, would escort an I 
engineer scoop loader from LOC lUNII, back to Check Point GOLDEN .GATE •. 

,Third, the operation was to decei'le the enemy as to the a.ct~l area. 

in which the division was planning to operate in the near future • 

Both troops were to close back into HON QU.~ by 1930 on 30 June. " 
. . . -----._--' ' 
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Troop B would have one platoon of C Companjw? 2d Battalion, 18th 
Infantry attaohed, while the remainder of C Company would move with 
C Troop& The 2d Battalion~ 18th Inicntr.y maintained BCompany on 
alert as the rapid reaotion foroe.. With final planning comple"ted, 
the operation would begin on 30 June. ' 

The vegetation in the area of the contaot is wooded on both 
sides of the roada The only open areas are rice paddies,some stream 
lines, and small lruces. Even here~ there is adequute concealment due 
to the chest-high grass. There are heavily forested areas as indi .. · 
oated on map 3 end the sketoh maps, with the trees 150 - 200 feet 
high. Although movem~lt in the crass is difficult to observe from 
the gro1.'ncl.; it can be observed from the air exoept where the terrain 
is heavily forestedo T'.ne chest-high grass comes up to the shoulders 
of the road. The weather B.t the time of oontaot was clear and hot" 

THE BATTLE OF SROK DONG (U) 

On ;0 June, Troop B, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalr,y, with attached 
1st Platoon, C Company, 2d Battalion? 18th Infantr,y and AVLB section 
departed the squadron perimeter at HON QUJUT enroute to Cheok Point 
GOLDIDT GlI.'J:lE. The column. was located at the bridge 8i te by 0859 hours. 
Troop C was to depart HON QUAl~ at 0730 with C Company (-)~ However, 
this column was delayed until Troop C could reorGanize after the 
search operation conducted until 2400 hours the previous night~ At 
0910, the column crossed GOLDEN GATE with B Troop leading and pro­
ceeded north on Route 13 to the operational areas specified in the 
ordero Upon arrival a'l:; Check Point 19 the 3d Platoon with 'elle platoon 
of. in£nnt~J turned east and oonduoted a reCO!lllaissanoe to the ford at 
Check Point 2. D"lle to the depth of the ford, the platoon retraced 
the route to Check Point 1, tUJ."ned north on Route '13, passed through· 
the 1 st ??llJ.t:oon, and continued north. Order of march was nOi,/, 3d Pla-

. toon with ;:-,':;tached in.far,\t:ty t Troop Command Group, 2d Platoon, and 
1 st Pla·~oo!l. 

Troop C turned west at Cheok Point 1 and prooeeded to the f'inlt 
stream. T'.nree mortar oarriers, ten infantry-men, and the ;Sd Platoon 
remained at Check Point 1 and established a perimeter. The mortars 
were laid TTest to support the troop. As C Troop moved wes"!;, they 
flanked the road on both sides. iU'ter crossing the strealll, the 
ini'a.ntr.r disIDQ'I,)l1ted a.ld deploy!?:0 .. 

At about 0938 hours when the lead personnel oarrier of B Troop, 
moving north on Route 13 toward LOC l'UNII, reaohed a pOint abou'l:; mid­
way aoross the rioe padQy (sketoh map 1), it began reoeivin~ mortar, 
smallarrls and recoilless rifle fire and appeared to be the only one 
engaged. 1st Lieutenant James P. Flores, B Troop COIlL.1lander,co1.lld 
see the l!l.ortcr rOlL'lds bursting from his position in the colU1J1n about 
800 meters to the rear of the lead vehicle. He immediately osJ.led 
Col LeTI'ane~ who was over the area in an OH-13 helicopJeer• The 3d 
Platoon then reported receiving heavy fire from the north and north­
west., A lJreplunned a.irstrike Tl'as currently in progress vicinity 
XT 7499, uhioh Col Lenane dive:C'ted to XU 121018 at Lt Flores1requeet" 
L-t Flores then called. the 2d Pla.toon forward and deployed them around 
the 3d Platoon. The 2d Platoon brought their two tanks and pne from 
the 1 s·~ Platoon i'orward.. By this time all but one tank and. a. person .. 
nel carrier of the 3d Platoon had returned to Check Point 1 r.rith 
UOl..1."lo.ed and to replenish arn:ouni tion. All platoons Tl'ere now :In con­
to.ct 011 hoth sides of the road, with the heav"iest volume of fire 
coming from the tlest. 
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T'.ne Viet Cong had set up the ambush in the shape of en "L", with 
a heavy security element crossing the road along the trail north of 
the paddy.. The logs piled at random to the ee..st of Check Point, 
afforded good protection end some of the recoilless rifles were 
probably loca.ted here. Mortars were reported by a forward air con­
troller in the woods to the north of the village.. The ambush extended 
for about 2000 meters, but vii th the exception of. a security element 
to the northeast of Check Point 1, the eastel~ side of the road was 
lightly defended. The va appeared to be lined up all alon~ the west 
side of the road. with the heavy weapons about 150 meters f.l.~m the road 
in the heaviest vegetatione The va were wearing a 'variety of ~laki, 
black, anc1 ere en uniforms. One strong point had been established by 
the VC in vicinity XU 722007. The recoilless rifles caused the most 
J.;rouble, and were also the most difficult to locate~ During the first 
,0 minu:~as of the contacts the enemy concentrated on knockine out the 
t~~Se 1\11 four B Troop tanks were disabled from hits on the tank 
commandercs cupola and subsequent wounding of the crew. 

The 1st Pldoon of B Troop was canying the wounded to GOLDEN 
GATE with an intermediate aid station set up at Check Point 1. They 
also helped with the establishment of a strong point at Check Point 
1e Because the incoming fire at Check Point 1 '?lasso intense, Dust Ott 
aircraft '~ould not land so the squadron 8-3 set~up the :i)u.st Otf I,Z at 
GOLDEH GATE and wounded VI ere colleoted at Check Point 1 and then 
moved south. 

Troop B concentrated on layin~ down a. hea~1Y base of fire to the 
west. 'Airstrikea which had been continuous from the initial 
strike, were being pl~ced to the north and west. Artil1e~jr was 
attackins targets on the east of Route 1, and armed UH-1B 1s and CR-47's 
were making firing passes north and south on '1:he ar-eas imm.ediately 
adjacent to the road.. \"1'aen the 1 at Platoon I.'eported recei vinti fire 
e3; Check Point 1 ~ it appeared to Lt Flores t,hat the va were at'l;empting 
to cut him off from Check Point 1" An airsttike i'ras immedia'l;ely 
called in and the fire slackened at this locat:.on.. The remaining 
elements at the head of the column were still xeceiving heavy fire 
from all types of weapons and Lt Flores called ~:.'equesting C Troop 
come up and help. 

When, the first contact was reported, Captain Stephen Slattery,' 
C Troop COhlTll.ander, ordered the infElnt::cy to mount up and prepare to 
m,=,~'g back to Check Point 1 ~ establish a strong point, and be prepared 
to assist B Troop" The 3d P'latocm had 1:leen recei ting some light fire 
at Check Point 1, but when the other platoons arrived at this location, 
the tire became more intense" Several of the infantry riding on the 
personnel carriers were hit as mortar rounds started fo~linz into 
the area.o CapJG Slo.ttery ordered the platoons to d.epJ.oy and pushiout· 
the perime'cer~ primarily to 'lihe north., The 3d Platoon was operating . 
northwest of the crossroad.s, 1st Plc.toon east, ana 2d Platoon west 
a...""la. south'7est. The mortars had been· :ce-laid to firG to. '~he north. 
Check Point 1 .was becoming ver-J' ja."!lIlled with f] ~l'roop malleuver:lxlg and 
vehicles retumine; with B 7:'roop woundecl., Check Point 1 contim.1.ed to 
receive hea'lrJ small arms fire 17ith mos'!; of it C\7iming from west; of the 
road e lJor'ce.r and recoilless f'i:t'e uas beinG; m;t:fwored. with s. heD:vy . 
yolume of 50 caliber fire from the personL1el (;nrriers o.t the J:,oad 
jtu1.ction.. Col Lowane called and ordered C 'l':r: .• op to push north and 
relieve the pressure on B Troop., The 3d Platoon was finally a.ble to . 
sta.rt moving north m. th the tank from 20. Platoon", About 200 meters 
from Check Poi.."'1.t 1, the tank was hit in the. turret and theco!Ol11ander, 
Sergeant Allison, and the loader were seriously wounded. Theywere 
pulled from 'Ghe tank and evacuated" The ·tank oontinued north. The 
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'C Troop colUJ1lIl. consisted of the 2d Platoon, 1 stPlatoon, and Tl."Oop b6 Command 'Group (sketch map 2). The 3d Platoon, C Company (-), and mortars remained at the crossroads., Intense fire was received all ' the way to B Troopfs position, but e. heavy base of fire was main-tained by the personnel carriers and the tank. The brush was so thick and close on bo'ch sides of the road, grenades ".7ere jus'b tossed, over the sides of the vehicles. About 600 meters atter the first hit, the tank was hit again, but the driver kept going even though the gunner, Sergeant Riddle was wounded, and evacuated.. vlhen the Troop C column arrived,at the tail of the B Troop position, Lt Flores said to GO farther north and fire to the west. The 1st and 2d,Pla-toons moved up and deployed as best as they could since they Viere 
" ~~'J eel. to the area immediately left and right of the road. Fire was c.~l.rected east and west with the heaviest volume to the v{esto) Col LeT:"C'.119 ordered C Troop to hold at this point tmtil B Troop could be e:~tr;:!.cted and move south. The C Troop tank went almost 'co the 01 Grid line before it t~led aroUlld and came backo Three men from the :10_ Platoon joined Sergeant \{ilson in the tank and although porver to the turret: was gone, t>ey succeeded in getting the gLm bearinG to the north and northwest. Sixty lDllllds vlere fired before the allum.mi-' , tion was exhausted. The tank was then moved along side a disa:bled B Troop tank and the ammUllition transferrede VC could be seen jumping around but didn't appear to be withdrawing. Artille~J uas firing north al1d east and airs trikes were being concentrated on the west, but appeared. "co be too far >lest. Capte.in Slattery asked Col Lewa.ne to move them in closer and the next strike came in south to north with CBU which landed veJ."Y close to the road. 

.:"-'~ Wi~b11 "'che arrival of C Troop,. Lt Flores pulled a.11 the remaJ.Ill.ng elements of B Troop back to Check Point 1, to regroup, rearm, and este.blish a block along the road west from Check Point 1. When the first lifts of A Company, 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry were approaching the LZ, Lt Flores pulled backo Troop B remained at Check Point 1 for about 40 l,unutes to rearm and Get the wounded and dead back to !:~OLDEN GATE. The next 30 minutes TIere taken to move the 1 st and 2d Pl .. ttoons down the road to block.. The 3d Platoon handled the evacua"l:;ion of TJ'ounded (sketch map 3). 

Lieutenant Charles D Cole with the 3d Platoon of C Troop had .bee!1 handling casual ties between the forrlard elements and. GOLDDU GAT.ill. He loaded C ComprulY on the perso11l1el carriers and moved to the head of the COlU.nnl. PSier the infantry 17ere dropped, the 3d Platoon deployed west of: -b!le road .... 7hile -the 2d Platoon moved off to the east in an attempt t:o push the VC out onto the LZ (sketch map 4). Lt Cole's platoon 11i t a v'"C strong point. He was hit in the chest end several others were wounded before they could pull back. The mechanized flame thrower 17ith Lieutenant John K Lyon's 1st Pl,toon assisted in the extraction of 3d Platoon. As the infantry began to land on LZ 2 a.."ld C Com:!,)e.ny began to deploy, the fire sleekened. Fire from the persomlel cCU'riers 17as directed more to the west. The VC ste.r-bed 
V1ithdraT!in~ and many were killed as they jumped to run through the high grass 8 

f~ter a delay of'about 30 minutes caused by enemy fire received from both sides of the road, B Troop was occupying their blocking posi tion. Initially, the hep.d of the column hal ted just wes"c of the stree~ until information was received that a reinforced ARVN i.uro Jeroop l>ould. assist. The block was then extended to abou·t the 70 N-S grid line" From the blockinG position, VC could be seen wi thc1.rawing along the trail thAt parallels the road and were taken under fire. 
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~.I Troop C established a perimeter along Route 13 until the 
infantry started making the sweep. By 1530 contact along the road 
had prac·tically ceased and the personnel moved into the brush to 
search for dead and ''founded VC and w·eapons. The 3d Platoon, B Troop 
returnecl to the blocki:~Z; position with the Aero Rifle Platoon o:f D . 
Troop. JJy 1700 movema."l thad cea.sed and the two troops reme,ined in 
position the remainder of the day. 

REACTION (u) 

For a week prior to 30 June 1966, B Compa.:tlY. 2dBa.ttalion, 18th 
In~.·!ntry had been maintained on a 30 minute alert as a rapid reaction 
:force and was in this posture a.t the time B 'ltroop made con·~act. When 
it became obvious that both troops and the attached rifle company 
were heavily engaged, E Company was alerted for probable deployment. 
Two quesJcions had to be answered first; how they "iTould be' employed 
and by what means of tronsportation., All helicopters were fully 
committed on other missions. ~7elve 3/4 ton trucks were collected 
from the various units in the vicinity of the battalion command post 
at QU.II..1T IJOI, and B Company VIas prepared to move prior to their arrival. 
At 1026 hours the helicopters supportinG the 1st Battalion, 28th Infan­
try in the SONG BE area were diverted to Q.T]}'}T LOI, but by 1040 hourS 
had not B.rrived. Company:3 departed by veM.cle for the squadron com­
mand post at HON QUP.JI, and at 1105 passed -Co control of Col Lewane. 

Between 1015 and 1020 hours, A Company, 2d Battalion? 18th Infan~ 
tr,r was alerted, pulled off the perimeter~ and instructed to be on 
the airfield in. the event helicopters became available" Company A 
~es assembled on the airfield by 1100 hours& General DePuy called 
Col 1:IcChrystal to the division command post a:t>out 1040 hours to be 
briefed on what had happened in his "battalion~ General :DePuy made 
the decision to divert 12 helicopters from SONG BE:. All helicopters 
closed 'che QU1\H LOI airfield at 1130hou:rs5 Col Le;;ane was informed 
of the C1)xrent stEtus of Companies A Md B and asked where and how he 
wished to deploy theme A command and control helicopter arrived for 
Col }:lcChry-stal and he and the battalion S-3 went fOl:'1l1ard for a 
reCOIL"'laissance" 

Col T~ewmle had 'selected two landing ZOl'leS; LZ 1 in the rice paddy 
on the east of Route 13. (ALI' 727012) a."lQ LZ 2 across the l.'oado He 
decided on the Ie.tter '7ith the direction of attack. south" At 1145, 
Col Leur.:m0 ;'8.sinformed that the fiJ:'st lift of A Company ,vas loaded. 
The com;?8.nycommcmder was briefed. that he 1tT[((lld land. on LZ 2; he 
should opere-te his radio on the squadron f::'equencYl and he WEtS under 
control of the squadron commfndero TIle LZ WEtS prepared by air st~kes 
and artill ery and. ther. was marked with smoke :from C 01 McChJ:Ys tal t s 
aircraft. it Comrany closed in two lifts~ 

Company B proceeded north 011 Route 13 tOI'1a.rd Of' G01,DEN GM:E. 
Upon arrival a.t that location~ the company w'ould be mo-;red into the 
battle area 'by helicopters or person.nel (;ar:ri 8~CSG Major fj!aylor 
la.""l.ded at the bridge and discovered there '\";',;(re a. number of 'J"ounded 
req,uiring evacuation by Dust Off hell.coj?ters an.d the pick-up zone 
would 1?ecome too congested -with assault helicopte:cs landinG there 
also. An 13.1 ternate pick~1.1p zone ,laB ,selected. at XT 734967 and the 
road colurm of B Company was diverted to t.h:is location., Company B 
then made an airmobile assault into IJZ 2 utilizing four lifts of five 
aircraft. A command group from the 20. BattE'lion,l8th Infantry had 
beenprel'e,red for lift after B Compny had closed the L2. As one 
helicopter in the 11'.st lift of B Ccmpa."lY landed, it appa:t:"ently 
struck r>. d1.1d CBU bombleto All personnel cl'~ared·the dama3ed ship 

5 



l1NCLASSIFlED' 
Jj 

r--.. 

~or·'fl~~~§Al 
-.- ............ --- -----

before it "ras oonsumed by fire.. Col MoCh:rystal 
pany, and assumed command of Companies A and. D. 
informed of this and that the battalion (-) was 
direction he had specified. 

landed 'td th 13 Com­
Col Lewane vas 

attaokin.; in the 

As the companies started pushing south,B was wesJG of no ute 13· 
a..".a A 'co their right (sketch map 5)~ Company A met resistance about 
200 meters scuth of the tz while n Company was mopping up the remainin' 
elemen-'Gs of the enemy just to the '\Test of Route 13. About 300 meters 
south ot the LZ, E Company unoovered C Troop and C Company (-)0 At 
this time, Col McChrystal e.seumed oommand of these elem911"(;S. Compaziy' 
C ,ras oJ:'clered to reorganize and search the immediate area, while 0 
Troop '7aF.J '(;0 reorganize, recover disabled tanks and persol'lllel carriers, 
end sU1?~)ort from Route 13 as Compa.ny J3 continued sweeping south and 
A Compa.n;;" southvjest.. Company B ceased to meet resistance by the time 
they had :?rogressed about 800 meters from the LZ. However, A Company' .. 
ne'~ stiff resistance alon0 the creek, vicinity XU 715005 (sketch map 6) .. 
T:'1S Vie'b Cong hao. established a strong combat out:post line east and 
'ties'" of t~le creeke Company A sustained a few ;rounded.. :3ince no 
head.way uas being made 9 C Company'was committed on the rif)'ht f'lMk 
of A Company. The linJ.l:-up was made by 1615 and the strength of the 
two oompanies forced the va out of their positions. Dust Ofr was 
completod antI. the sweep continued south to the blocking posi tiona 
held by B ~~roop and the AR'IJl.T forces., 

At 1600, Col Berr.!, 1st Brigade Comma.nder~ landed and directed 
the 2d Battalion, 18th Infant~J to assemble at LZ 2 and beoome the 
brigade reserve. The units retu~ned to ml assembly area just south 
of the LZ in the order Bp A, and C Company~ uhere the battalion 
remained o'lemicht. The reconnaissance pli.'..'eoon, and mort,;~.r ]!lo.:'Goon 
of the be/G");alion were flom!. in at 1100e Three ambush sHes were 
establis~led on the south, south'iTest, and the 'trest, but no;) enenv 
aotivi ty Okras experienced d,uring the night. 

During the time the 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry Wl'I,s J,Jrepe.ring 
for de~loyment, the 1st Brigade Commander was alerted at 100; to 
move one infe.ntry bat'calion and the briga.de TAC OP in that order to 
QUA.~ LOle The 1st Battalion, 2d Infantr,y commenced the move at 1234 
hours usin~ C-123 and CV-2 aircraft& The briga.de closed the airfield 
a/Ii QUAE TJOI at 1530. A-~ 1622, the 1 st Battalioni lc1 Ini'an·cl."'.f commenced 
en airmobile e.ssaui t into LZ BLU3, (ma.!! 2) and by a1:out 1715 had 
closed. into the area and began sueepins eastward. 

Shortly after the contact was reported, the BINH LONG Provinoe 
Chief offered Ul'l.i ts immedia'(;ely available to him foT. suppc:r:t of. -the 
1st InfrorGry Di·;:;.sion~ The 3d 'I'roop, 1st Cavalr.y, i~)::VN, with 20 ,,\PCts 
reinf'orceoo ;rith t':'le 30. Company, 1st Battnlion, 9th R~giment~ .'iH.Vl-.T\'! 
were aoc'l:;aclled if;) the 1 st Squad.ron, 4th Cavalry. At 1100 hou:e ~Ghe 
U~S. A~'nsor reported to the 1st Dlfa~tL~ ~ivision G~3 for a hlission .. 
!-Ie was clirected to immedia.tely proceed north on Route 13 ~"o lil'lk up 
with U.~~. elements a'c Check Point 1.. T'nis was accomplishec;1 anel the 
~Jlockin;,~ 1'03i tion established a.t approximately 1300 hours (sketoh map 
5)0 The 9th ReGiment had one other compartY im..1'llediately availa.ble foy: 
operations "hich moved to secure the bridse at Check l'oint Go:r,:O:JJ~ GATE. 
~le ReGional Force companies were securing the road be~{een the bridge 
and HON '!UlJ~. One company of the 9th Regimen'b "as oalled be.ck from 
em 'Ope::atiion south of Q.UAH LOI as a possible escort for Jehe moya 'Of 
e2'l crtilleJ71J batteJ:"lJ north on Route 13. 

A·t a'bout 1100 hours, tuo CI:OO compa.'I\ies vrere sent from :LOC lm~11 
e.nc. i".s:;n.1!:ec1. blocking !l",'.!i tiCili..:i north of the battle a.r~<A." 

------ -----_._._--_._-_. ---
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&1 The 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry was ol.'dered at 1020 hours to 
move f::CODl SONG BJ: to QUAl'! LOI.. The -oat-',,;aJ.ion closed at Q.U~:.lf LOI at 
1620 and. 11. Battery, 2dBattalion~ 33d ArUllery moved bY' OlI-47 from 
SONG BE, closing at 2245" This batte:ry vras moved to LZ BL'lJ..ll (map 2) 
at 1115 houxs, 1 July. 

At 1420 hou::cs~ the 1st Battalion~ 16th Ini'antr,y' W8.S ordered to 
terminate its ope:cation, retum to L1'.l KHE and prepare for movement 
on order. At 1430 2d Battalion, 16th Infa.'ltry wa.s ordered to move 
one company from the 2d Brige_de Base Camp to PHUOC vnm and the bat­
talion ( ... ) to LAl IillE.. The -ist Battalion" 16th Inf'antr,y closed into 
LAl 1mE a.t 1715 and the last of C Company ~ 20. J3attalion~ 15th Infantry 
Vias on the 'Way to PRuoe 'lINH in fixed. win.g a:l.~ccra.ft by 11313 .. 

The 2d Battalion, 20. J.:ni'antl.'Y commenced moving from LAl l:l-Illl at 
1600 hours utilizing 0 ... 123 13.11d CV-2 aixcrai'G g All elements of this 
batta.lion had closed in>tio QUAN LOr ut 171 o~ 

1 2 JULY ('IT) 

On 1 July 9 follow up a.ction continued (].gainl:i\t ;rel1.!nanti:l of -lihe 
271st v~ Regiment. 'rhe 1st Battalion, 2d !nfrult~· secured LZ BLUm 
as Batter-.r A, 2d Battalio:i:'l9 35d Artillery was lifted by CH-47 to 
support future operations,. Company C remt'J.ined. to seoure the LZ while 
the remainder of the battalion moved to seize the bridge a.t ~CT 683998; 
link _up with the 1 at Squadron, 4th Cava.lX'lJ ("'); and 'i~i th B 'llroop 
proceed to Objective 1 (:;~ 698027). Troop C joined OompElllY 0, 1st 
Battalion, 2d Infan.txy at l,Z :SLUE~ 

The 1 at Batta.liorljl 281;11 lnfard,J.:'Y clonducted an aixmobile assault . . 
into LZ (m']!EN' (XT 616995) at 1000 hou:;zs~ :1:'he bat;'calion 1ll0"Ved to secure· 
Objective ::1'·,3.tIDALL (~~T 623996) g left. onecomps.ny in blookil1G positions J 
end prooeeded ~::;o vicinity of. XU 721021 to (:onduct~. searoh of the 
battle area of the pre11'ious day~, LiglJ.t cor.tact wes made 'With small 
groups of 70., 

The 2d Battalion, 18th Infantr,r continued. to search the battle 
area e"i.1d tmoo'iTered numerous <.Ihallow graV'3S an.d additional -'/0 bodies. 
At 1600 ht)urs, the ba.ttalion conducted an .:drmobile assau.1t on LZ PINK 
(XU 592025) and \"\ccupied pod tiO,~,8 for thE: :night as sho,m on OYerlay 1. 
Company A xa.de e~mtact 'wi 1;11. -I;h.a iTt} and Coml\8.l'lJ C a;!ld Reoo:L Pla.toon· were 
sent to reinforce.. j\J!ortar and small a.rms i'ixe was racei ved until con­
tact we.s broken at 2030 hours" At 0545 hours 2 ~Tllly~ the oVt;!rniaht 
posi tions of A Company v C Company ~ and· necon J'latcH:Jn y 'Were taken under 

. fire by VC automc;!;ic weapons e.ncl L10r"i:ia.:r.'S., The V'C th·?;n la.unohed a 
series of' i'ive ~~·!":'aul 1:s from e.ll direntions 0 lmt i:he a.ttack w.e 
countered. 11y f:b~!" sup;"Jrt fl.'om artiller;yo ~ gUn ship:;l ~ and i'ic;h-ter 
bombers. A toJ.:;<,~1. of 6'1 sox·ties ~'lere ilorr.n by- USllJ? :L:,ghter: bombers 
and included cl')~9 air support by th!.'~:;; .thghc~s "-sin:; SKY SPO'l! (radar 
bombing) techniques" Compa.n,v T:l WB.~ 1!oved .-11. ODO hours. tQ reinforce 
Companies A and C a.n.d contact was 'b:r.Ok€:ll n-Ij 0';00 11011"1':S v A l)ody oount . 
of iTO dead revealed that the at1:;a,(.~king ;;,d :Sc.,i:(alion~ 27313. va ~.'Ia.in 
FO:t'ce Re;:s"iment st1ffered the lOSe: 1.',1' 'fB killf: i ;", 

At 0710 hOuxS, the "isJc. Be.t.talion~. 28th Infa.ntrji· moved trom over­
night positions to support thd 2d Ba·(;'i;a1ior.~ 1 e'lih Illfantxy (I . Link-up 
was made s.t 0930 hours and both 'battalions f'.earched the axea. around 
the defensive perimetere The 1 st Bat·ca.lion, 28th I1tfant:l:.jI' then 
continued nOl"('h toward LZ ROSE (,,:'0 5904) but made no contaO'GQ . 

----- - ---~---- -
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The 1st Battc..J.ion, 2d. Infantry9 minus C Company at the artille17 (f! ' base, assembled on Route 13 a.."l.d was helilifted into LZ EnD (:~'U 657050), closing e/G 132() ~. "'-~3. This LZ and adjacent LZ \ffiITE (XU 6570,7) were seoured b~ JA'l B and 0, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry and a'hJcached ARVN APC troop a, ,.:,£'le company. 

The 2d Battalion, 2d'Infa.nt~1 was helilifted into LZ P~T.K and relieyed. the 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry which retumed to control of 18t Infantry Division at 1530.. During the night the 2d BattaJ.ion, . 2d Infe.ntry came under mortar attack which appeared lr:ter to have been a coyer for the withdrawal of the VC to the l;Iouthrrest and north­west. 1~ s,.,eep of the area was made with only minor oontact. 

PIRE SUPPORT (U) 

At the time B Troop made oontact, a preplanned air strike was in progress vicinity XT 7499. The aircraft had commenced dropping CBU at the time Col Lewane notified. the forward air controller (FAC) that the armored column was in contact. The pilot pulled out of his sou"cheast "GO northwest direction of flight and brought his aircraft down 'the \7eS t side of Route 13, expending the remainder of his CBU, Napalm, and 20mm. A larGe group of VC were seen running east along the trail north of the rioe paddYe The next flight ooncentrated on the logs at Check Point ; and the trailQ A second FAC arxived about 1030 and started working along the trail. Col Lewane requested the area along Route 13 about 300 meters from the road be hit, however, the troop comma..'I'lders requested it be moved closer to the roa.d. Duri."l.g the dash of Lt Cole's ;0. Platoon fOl."V1ard with the infantry, a napalm sJcrike was placed along side the west of the road assisting his movement. Col Lewane oalled for a preparation on LZ 2, but delayed the ac'cual landing when he was notified that aircraft "rere on station wi th cnu. This strike was placed from the 00 grid line to the LZg) After the LZ preparation, air strikes were directed to the '\'lest to cover trails on which 'Ie were withdrawing in groups of from 5 to 15. Napalm s"crikes were placed al1ead of the advrolcing 2d Battalion, 18th Inf "~ltr-.r. 

F;rom the initial preplanned strike, close air support 'las con ... tinuous an~ unlimited. A total of 88 sorties were flo,vn as follows: 

.A4 - 24 
F100- 40 
Ai - 10 (VNAF) 
F5 6 
F4 8 

Ordna.11.0e e;:r,'?ndcc. included: 

Ei;?,'h ~plos:::"ve 
liaI'alm 
CJ3U 
nocl~cts 

- 42.3 tons 
- 48 tons 
- 11.5 tons 
- 160 

There was a minimum of one FAC on station at all times" ~rhase FACs were in constant communication with either the squadron commander, S-3, or 'croop commanders" 

Artillery direct su~port was provided by Battery B (155mm) and J3atter;:r J) (8"), 8th Battalion, 6th Artillery located at HmT Q.U!~ (XT 762891 ).." Battery B fired 548 rou.nds and Battery D fired 277 from the ti~e contact was made until about 1900 hours~ 
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Defensi~/e conoentrations ha.d been plotted. along the route whioh 
faoilitated ground observers with the colUmn to call for fire. However,' 
most of the missions '\"Iere adjusted by air observers~ ~lith1n minutes 
after contact began, an air observer was over the battle. area. Fire 
was most intense from the northeast and northwest and artille17 was 
fired on the trail north of the rice pad~e These fires were·shifted 
to the "ooded area north of SROK DOUGe Col Lewane then direoted that 
a.rti:"le~ 'Would fire to the east of Route 13. This was continued 
until such time as he direoted that artillery be placed as a bloCk 
along the ,streamline ·to the west" Artillery was also Used in the, 
preparation of LZ 2 and shifted prior to the landing to the ~oodsan 
the north. Artillery continued to block along the streamline to the 
~est after the infantry deployedo Groups of va were seen to, walk 
into· the .fire, lying down or Getting in holes betweer.r. volleys~ :By' 
1700, resistance had ended, but air and artlllel."Y continued to inter­
dict likely assembly areas and routes of withdrawal. Interdiction 

,continued throughout the night~ 

In addition to air L~d artil1e~, helicopter gunships ~upported 
the enga.ged uni ts • At 0945 hOl1.rS all armed CII-47 1 GO-GO 154, reoei ved 
an ambush :reaction mission in support of. the armored oolumn. Contact 
was made ,,71th Col Lewane at 1000 hours. The pilot was briefed on the 
situaticn and made an immediate attaok on the enemy forces 100 meterS 
west of Route 13. The first attack was made at '1008 hours using 20mm , 
and 50 oalioer guns and 40mm grenades" .After the .first pass, Col Lewane 
requested that .:tire be moved to within 25 t650 meters from the, road 
and the seoo:n.dattack was made using the same weapons. A third pass' 
was macleusing M-18 (7.62 lli:iniguns) and 50 caliber aide and rea~ gunS. 
,The llfiniC;"Ilns appeared to. haV'e little suppressive affect and the ai~ 
oraft received several hits. Transmission warning lights, oil pres­
sure" alld tempe:rat~re gauges indicated hea;vy da.mage and e,n'immediate 
landing 'Was made in the rioe paddy east of Route 13." ,A che~lcind.1-, 
ceted the airo:ea.ft was safe to fly and the airiJrl:'.it returned ~o' , 
QU,Ui LOI to ascGrtain the extent of damage. At'11~0 hours, -~!G TAU, 
wa.s contaoted for a replacement aL:crai't whioh am v'ad at ,1300, and ' . 
oontinued attacks on enemy troops \I evacuation routes'p assembly areas" I:' 

, and close support of elements oocupying blocking positions.' 

Opera-!iions with armed Chinooks ended at 2015 hours .. 'lTumerous 
sortie::: "I'.:2'e flown by amed, 'OH-1B 1s both as oover for the med 
ChinOOkB and against targets selected by 00.1, Lewane .. ' 

RESULTS ('0) 

.:llieIny lesseE: included: 

270 KIA (J~'~~iy Gount) 
,00 KIA (£':",:1able:) 

1 VC U ;.;,;r;;·j ,~es 
40 Small Ar.ns 
2; Crew Served. VTeapons 

1633 Rounds of ,lI.mm:unition 

(C) Friendly'lossee are a!'l i'ollows: 

1st Squadron, 4th Cav:all'Y' 

!!!. m 
IIqTroop 5 
:B Troop J g ~~~~ ""~ . 

" o Troop 1e -Total 12 55 
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2d Battalion, 18th Infantry 

A 
J3 
C 

Seven 

Company 
Company 
Company 
Total 

armored 

KIA 
T 

1 
....2. (1 DOW) 

7 

personnel carriers and four tanks were damacred. 
One personnel carrier and one UHm1D were destroyed. 

CONCLUSION (U) 

As the reaction forces continued -to searoh the battle area., oon­
clusi ve eviclenoe was found that the 271 st VC Regiment ha.d been deois­
i yely defeated. and. again faileet in its assigned mission to des·troy 
U.S. armored forces along Route 13. The rout of 271st Regiment oan 
oe attributed to' several significant facts: 

From the first indication of contact until the va withdr~7 in 
defeat, Lt Col Lewane was in complete command of the situation. At 
the time of contact, the squadron was under OPCON 20. Ba.ttalion, 18th 
Infant~r~ Because he had complete control of the Situation, subor­
dinate elements of the 20. Battalion, 10th Infantr,y were placed under 
his control 'When comrnitted to the battle. Except for short periods 
of time uhen he returned to refuel, he was over the battle area. 

, Durine his a.bsence, he had his 8-3 replace him to control JGhe action 
and coori.linl3:te the fire support.. Col Lew'alte ,7as in constant oom­
munication -.'lith his troop commanders, artiller,y observers, forv{ard 
e.ir con'c:r:ollers, and gunships. IIe coordinated all the fires to 
insure that the maximum amotJnt of uninterru.pted firepower cOl.1J.d 1)9 

brougb.JG ~GO bear on the enemy forces. 

Lt Col liIcChr,ystal's plans for deployment of the rapid reaction 
force saved many valuable minutes, preventing a larger number of va 

,from withdrawing. 

The c1.p.cision of General DePuy to divert helicopters for the 
lift of 2i Battalion, 18th InfantrJ, coupled with the movement of 
B Comj:'·:c~~r by vehicle to the pick'll}) zone cut to a minimum, the time 
betwee~l la.."1c1.ing of the two companies. 

Pre:?lanned airstrikes 'Were a.vailable for diversion to the area 
of contact and subsequent close air support was continuous. There 
wa.s un:U,L.n ted supp'"'==t with vaX"lJing qUB...1'lti ties and types of o::ronanoe. 

Mec1.:.i.uID end }::r,·.,.,; oaliber artillery was availabl~ within ran~e 
of the ba':;'(;le a~.J:·C··.'.i :capio.ly responded to requests for fire by 
Col LeiTane ~ 

Troop C was nC'1; ini tiru.ly en:3'aged and was available for inllned­
iate reinforcement on Col Lewa.."'le's order. 

The ·c:cemendous base of f'ire loid dOml by the t:::."1ks 8-1'ld persol'l."1el 
c~.rriers, coupled with the tenacity ii1ith which peI.'scnnel fou_::;"ht and 
the o ...... ts·~an(tin:?; leadership given the men, were instrur!len'he~ in over­
cominG the n,,~ericD~~Y'superior va force. As squad and platoon leaders 
\."'::"e Vlo').!ldecl or killed, assistants immediately assumed comraanCl. so that 
at no time uere the troops lacking direction. 

10 

I" 

,-----, ._, .... _ ...... --. " __ ,_~_,,, ___ ~, __ ,, ___ ,,_, ________________ ----,.-J 



". 

'. .. 
". 

. :,~ 

ITNCLASSIFIEIl 

The time contact was made is particularly significant •.. The 
battle started at 0938 leavinJ ten hours of d~lightfor the battle 
to develop, a reaotion foroe to be oommitted, and a ~earohor the 
battle area to be oonduoted after contaot was broken. This. denied 
the enemy the capability to police the area. 

Weather conditions did not limit the ability of the forward·air 
oontrollers or artiller,y observers to place effeotive fire on the 
ene~. 

Incl -- r~ 1 - 1st In! Div Troop Dispositions· 
lJAP 2 - Area of Operation 1 :50,000 
MJiP 3 - PICTO~~ Area of Operation 1:25,000 
Sketch :Maps 1 - 6 . . 
Overlay - Battle of HO KRIGNOU 
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ANNEX B 

BATTIE OF Loe NINH RUBBER PLANl'ATIoN NARRATIVE 
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A~~~ B Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation EL PASO 11/111 
Battle of LOe NINH Rubber Plantation Narrative 

RESUME OF BA'ITLE OF LOCNINH RUBBER PLAtlTATION 

The Battle of the LOe NINH Rubber Plantatj.on was conducted under 
the canopy of the gently rolling LOC NIlm: Rubber Plantation two kilo­
m$ters west andnortmlest of 10C NINH., coord XU 737097. Vegetation 
under the 60 foot rubber trees was negligible. Weather for the opera­
tion ,\-Ta.S fair with the except,iori of heavy ground fog in the early 
morning. The fog delayed the heliborne portion of the operation from· 
0620H until: 0815H when the tog dissipated sufficientlY to allow the 
HU-1D heli9~pters to make their lift of one CIDG platoon and one platoon 
from A Company into the LZ vic coord XU 702112. Touchdown was 1lEJ8.35H 
Jun 66 following a five minute gunship preparation in the are~i>':' 

The ground blocking elementsJ two platoons from A Company, 2/2St.h 
Int departed the LaC NItl.TH area' a.t, 0715H along Route RED and Route~LUE, 
respect,ively. At 0735H these elements report.ed receiving SA fire from 
approxime.,tely one platoon of VC vic coord XU 715093. A Company's.81mm 
mortars were fired into the a.rea -'llith unkno"WTt results. In the same vic, 
at OB10H, the blocking elements had three "rounded by SA fire from the va 
posH-ions at the top of Hi:U 150. The 81mm mortars from A Company were .. 
again called on the hilltop. Following the mortar barrage. the two 
blocldng platoons moved into positions to the south and ea.st of the VC 
locations on Hill 150, vic coord XU 7150958 

The heliborne elements after their ini'l",ial lending, headed south.;.: 
tm·mrd their original objective of the Village Nr. 10 complex, centered 
at XU 710100. At O~9H the blocking elemem.s·Y'eported receiving MG fire 
from a b1..1l1ker at vic coord XU 717095. Upon recdving this information 
the CIDG/A Company elements altered their mission ru1d moved south to 
assL~:. againstl'rhat lI"e.s now estimated to be a.t least one VC pla:t.oon :. . 
entrenched on top of Hill 1 ;0... A Company! s platoon moved to the north . 
of the VC positions t.ying :l.n with the two bloddng fOl'ces on the ea.st 
a.nd south, 'lihue forming a U-shaped ring open to the NH.. The CIDG platoon 
attempted to penetrate the VC positions from the lJl,(" but were repulsed by 

. heavy SA and A~T fire coming fr.om the well entrenched enemy. The CIDG 
elements. then displaced, tying in w.i.:t'.h A Company's blocking elements on . 
the sout.h. 81nun mortars were immediately called in to the north, sealing 
off any VC route of l'dthdra .... ,al·.· . . 

Due to the intensity of the fighting'C Com~~ny was aierted at 0910H 
to be prepared to move on foot to assist A Company" At 0940H C Comp2.l1Y' 
was ordered to inove in 6Upp"rt of ·the elemerrl:.s around HilL 150·.. By' 
1030H A and C Companies had linked up, C Company moving around toward 

. coord XU 713098. As C Company moved to effect tie in, A Company indicated 
that VC were mov-lng to the NE toward HilJ. 177:c vic· coord XU 72111.1. C 
Company was then ordered by '"he ·bat·t.alion commander to move north: to 
intercept and attack the VC in that ~·icinity. 

Upon· appI"oa.chil1g . coord XU 720104'· C Compa~ ran into intense ground. . 
fire from at le~,st. 011e VC company firmly lentrench(~ci in bunke~'s with 
overhead cover 1:.1 the vic of Hill 177 G Artj.J ~,e!:x ;;.'"1d 4.211 mortar fire 
was called on '~he VC positions and i~o ·the nc .... :th -C.o 'prevent the VC from 
escaping. At 1200H C Company reqUested anrmul'l:ttion resupply and further 
assistance to maneuver against the el1e~l~ for(:'.~,.· T.T.I. less than 15 minutes 
t'l-10 helicopter loads of ammunition were airdropped on C Company's front 
lines. The Recon Pla'~oon was ,irwllediately dispa'\:,ched on foot: 1:'rom' LOC NINH· 
with still additional ammunition and a mission of a~ding the C, Company 
attacking eleI:lerits south of Hill 177 0 .' 
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A~~ B Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation EL PASO ,II/III 
Battle of LOC NINH !tubber Plantation Narrative {Con't.)~,:'~;; { , 

The Recon element moved to A Company's CP location, vic coord 
XU 720092 and then proceeded nor~h to assist C Company, killing three 
VC snipers along the way~ At 1330H Recon and C Company linked up with 
Recon being placed on C Company left flank vic coord XU 717104. In pre-

, paration for an assault, more artillery was fired on tb', VC positions' 
A:round Hi1l177~ 'The attack cdl'iimencSd at 1425H '\-lith C Compa.ny on line 
ea~ to 'west and 'the Recon Platoon pinc~ng in on VC,trenghwork ~am 
the '\-I9,5t a~ong ~ ridgeline running nortlJ vie .coord XU 71;1 Q. , ' ' 

..... 
",:. .: . 

. " At this point the VC concentrated t:heir fire, on Reco!. ~J,1d C CompArW 
platoon on the left, hurling grenades and firing SA from the, trees. . , 
SimuJ..tane'ously, the VC began hitting the Recon Platoon's left flank,111'ith 
:l.nt'Em:si!ied 54. and Al',r fire. The Recofl. in turn· atternpted to f~ bad: to 
prevent the VC enveloping movement.. "!hile in the process: of accomplishing 
this ma..."leuver, the VC moved a machinegllIl into. a trench occupied, bY the. ' 
rG!:1aining Recon elements, resulting in the ve overrunnirlgthe positions. 
C Company inimediately countered "lith its reserve platoon, eliminating 
t.he'VC resistance; pushing the enern;y off Hill 177 into the artillery 
..,,-oUeYs to' the' north a.nd north""est, tenninat.ine: this portion of the 
ba.ttie at' around. 111615H Jun 66. .... ' , ' 

Hean'\'Thile, in the A Company area to the south;' eonsecutt va assault.s 
from the 'north,' south, and west failed to dislodge '~he VC ·from theil~ , 
entrenched positions'. : A Clro company moving weston patrol was .diverted 
into a blockin~ position vic coord XU 700090. A Company's 81Dml mortars 
continued to pound the VC' positions, but to no apparent avail. The 

'ba.ttalion· cOnL'nander then, dec'ided to connnit his i'in;al reserve" a CQmpany, 
. at, 1430H, at the same' time' moving the eIDa companw east to XU 713.QQ9 ,~to 
a litore r.c:vCl.nta.geous blocking' and maneuvering Ioe~tion. '.. ; "" ~: ,i.;·:C 

. • .Jt "i.,.:~:t .... ; ).,.: .['~: •. '~'. 

i'lhen B' Company linked up \-lith A Company at 150(m -ih6t.d~; e?1D-pa~i .. t;' 
elements were repositioned to allow the artillery t9:·.fi,r.~ .e;" pr~par~¥on 
all, along Hill 150 prior to a.n assault by B Company .;.r;;Jlnl "t4,~e .meantime, 
the CIDG platoon attached to P:Company and positioned,.viC·i CQQ.l'cl XU 714093 
retreated to the south after their interpreter had, b,een,:killed. by ,the VC, 
thus r.·"eati:~g a gap' in the A Comp.3.nY lines' on tne .ISI.f,U~i,l'~ :,. 'J;he S;:;' Advisor 
then ~.;ined A Company' until the"oattler:endeci. ,,' ""l.r (~ '.':.{ :., '. " . 

. ! .... ,. ',! .... c ':.. .! : ..... ,:; ..... i~e I".· ,~<. :.:~.,,: ~ . 
FolloWing a s:i:xt,een;'von.e~,. aFtillery :bQ'ln'Qa!!d.menta,B 9on~pany as~aulted 

Hill 150 at 1630H,. completely Qverruning the VC positions. The ve fled 
.'to the south arid rart" irito a 'heaVy" ·v01Wnri,~6f' fire from the CIDG blocking 

.' force, causing "e.he 'VC etc: 'sc'at'ter ,. Sl'J.i:n :·complete. rc:U:sorganization. 
. .'.' . " '., -:-! ' ~ :" ".~.' iJe·,:: :~ !: ' '~,', .: '. ;;:.:. '. I' 

After'th~(fiha'l'''essault; ,)6ons6lidations were. made' ,in the battaliQn 
zone" or 'act.ion:; . Casualties 'W'eref'tlhen' -evacuated, ~nition resupply was 

"eff~d,ted, "'and ,the battletield:t-rasrpoliced of VC bodies and equipmen~ 
··"l:i.th.'·a thdrough search;··ofthe. entire area~ The battalion.then moved on 
f~o~~,"badk:to base camp location';around the LOe NINH airstrip, i'ina..1.. 

, ~leh\e~'~s: .?losi!i,<:'· at 1'12100H Jurii" 66. : . 
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,ANNEX B Combat Operations Atter Action Report, Operation EL PASO II/III 
. Battle' of LOC NINH Rubber Plantation Narrati vee Con It) '". 

The enemy' force was' estimated to be from two to three ma:in' 
force VC companies. Because of the nature of resistance th1,s estimation 

'was never apparent Uhtil approximately 120011. ' 

2. EneDW' Equj,pment Captured: 

a. 6Omm. mortar -- 1 each complete with,' ammlm1tion. 

b. SKS Russian Carbine - 1 each. '., .. ' 

c. Panzerfa'ilst -----,- 1 each with ammunition. 

d. MG--42machinegun ~ 1 each. 

e. YO webgear. 

f. VC medical supply. 

h. N~erous grenades I. mines and small arms a.mmurd.tion. 

3. " Ammunition Expended: 

a. 81nm mortars - 400 HE, 14 m.: 
,b. 4.2" mortars - 95 HE,' 5l!JP. ' , 

c. 105m Arty -. 1143 HE. 

d. Small arms - two basic loads. 
" ,0' 

4. Air Sorties Flown: Air was used to block VCroute 'or escaPe 
to the west side of the battle area. Sixteen sorties were flown by.:' 
F-100 f s, F-4C's, and Navy A1H aircraft. Ordnance expended as follows: 
CBU, Napalm, 250 pound fragmentation bombs, '20m1n cannon. ' 
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ANNEX B Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation EL PASO II/III 
Battle of LOC NINH Rubber Plantation Narrative,'(Con't) " ' 

2nd Bn,28th Inf, 1st Inf' Div ' , 
10c Ninh, South Vietnam (XU 7308) 
1 01600H Jun 66 
KM 

FRAG ORDER (OPERATION EL PASO II) 

REFERENCE: MAP, SOUTH VIETNAM; 1 :50,000 LOO NINH 6346 IV; LOC THIEN 
6346 III. 

1. MISSION: A Co w/1 platoon CIDG conducts search of Village Nr. 10, 
Loc Ninh Rubber Plantation, vic coOrd XU 7209, to clear area of 
local VC. 

2. EXECUTION: 

a. Concept of operation: A Co (-) w/CIDG platoon attached, at 
110600H commences move by foot and HUl D helioopter to surround 
Village Nr. 10 and clear it of VC and VC sympathizers. ' 

b. A Co: At 0600H two platoons follow Route Red and Route Blue 
to blocldng positions east and south of Village Nr. 10. At 
0630Hone platoon from A Cow/one platoon of CIDG helilif'ted 
to LZ XU 701112, move south, conduct search and clear of VC in 
VillageNr. 10. 

c. B Co: Be prepared to reinforce A Coon 20 min. alert. 

d. C Co: 'Be prepared to reinforce A Co on ~ min. alert. 

,e. Heavy Mortar: GS, priority to A Co~ 

f. Recon: Reinforce on call. 

g. AT: Demo support on call~ 

h. Coord. Instructions: 

(1) A Co send one manto maintain constant coordination with 
eIDG. 

(2) Gt.1.r.ship prep of LZ five minutes prior to landing. 

(3) Y-:; and VCS evacuated to too NiY.lh on foot. 

(4) Evacuate casualties to rear on foot if' possible. Dustofi' 
on call. Dustoff freq: 45q7 '. 

(5) FAC ireq: 43.6 . , ' 
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2nd En, 28th Inr, 1 at In£" Div . 
Loe Nlnh, South Vietnam (XU7.30a) . 
101600H Jun 66 . 
KDM 
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2nd Bn, 2St.h In!', 1 st In£' ntv 
Lot Ninh, South Vietnam (XU7:30S) 
12 June 1966 
KM 
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ANNEX C 

BATTLE OF MINH' THANH ROAD NARRATIVE 
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ANNEX C Combat Operations Atter Action Report# Operation EL PASO II/nI 
, Battle of MINH THANH Road Narrative 

THE BATTLE OF MINH THANH ROAD 

The 272d Viet Cong ~~n Force Regiment is considered the elite 
regiment of the 9th VC Division. However, during the Battle of HDnl 
T~~m Road on 9 Jul1. 1966#, this regiment suffered its second defeat by 
the rst Infantry Division and supporting forces. on:'S :JUl'l~3:: ~'966;' two; 
batt~lions of the 272d' Regiment' ha.d.' attacked an arnldred 'c'avaJ.ry col'i.unn···.'~.' 
a::1d were severely de'cima1:-ed'duringthe three and· a·'h8.ll' hoUrs attack. ' 
The Battle of MINH THANH ROa:d is another example of, the" deparl.ure from: 
convent.iorial tactics the' 1 st Infantry' Di visiori-' hB:t{ ;~ritmced during' . :, 
its first year in the Republic of South Vietria.'Iil.·~. ; ,I" .". . :.... ..: ,',: 

• • • .' • .' • ,. .: I : • i' : ~ .... , . t ,'_ ~",~,~ # 

, :'i'he'. 'Battle of MINI1 THANH Road was 'one' of rive' major- 'actions 'in 
which-Viet· CongO Main Force Regiritents were engaged 'and defeated by men 
, of' the" Big: Red' One . during Operation' EL PASO ~ ',. :cJ\me' ';..' J~ 1~o6.·· ·.The . 
battle 1:s cJ.a~Sl.c· in t"l'O respects. First was the :planning; and exe:cut-ion. 
S:ec'dnd; t1ii's'·Wa.s not; an inst'an:ce ot:where the VC a1one':plarmea the attack 
and' :hunched it· at a. time and pl.'ace of their choosing, 't>.'ithdranng 'before' 
act:~atei "resources were deployed in reaction. . . ' , . 

'e .••.• : i.. ' 

" . Based 'on the previous' sucdesses of ROADRUNNER operations conducted. 
by'ilX"inored' cavalry forces# the Comandirig' General, 1 st Infantry DiVision, 
ga."i1e:the·1st Brigade Commander the mission of developing a plan to . lure 
the'Viet' Cong into attacking US forces. Colonel SidneyB Berry Jr .. ·· 
rec'eived the: ·in:!.ssion, gave his :Staf'f the concept, of operation, and .fssued 
the order tor Operation OLlMPIAjEL PASO (OPORD 23-66)# 6 JUly.: The"1st· 
Brigade mission was: "to position forces and conduct reconna.issance in 
force to lure VC ,.forces to ambush/attack thecolUllU'l# enabling the 1 st ; '. \ 
Brigade to destroy VC forces by offensive action. II Operation 'OLYlIPIA . 
was a Malti-phase plan in concept,' easi4r mod.i1'ied to insure response 
to attacks on' either' the NINH THANH Road or National Route 13 south ot 
AU LOC. In response to additional guidance from General DePuy# the. 
1st Brigade iricll.:.ded a feint against sn.OC CON TRANG. On 8 JUly, a" " 
simulated airmobile assault would be condueted int6 an LZ vicinity SROC ' 
CON T.P~NG following air and artillery prep~ations causing the VC to be 
drawn into the killing zone of a .B-52 strike.. Subsequent to Ie ceipt, ot 
the'mission# :ext.ensi ve planning, reconnaissance ~(jJ tWiu'ga.mil'lg'; W~ eon- ~ 
ducted. All commanders participated in the plan' and knew exa¢t4r. what.', , . 
the philosophy was and what the other eommandebs f~lti.\ lXhis~.fa.ei1itat'eci 
the carrying out of mocfi.tications with a. ininimuin,:o;C:ira:di'oLtransmi.s:sions 
once contact was made.: On' 9 'July, Phase II ofthe .. :Cob.cept:;!.::bf';·opera'tions 
would conunence with Ta,sk:Force DRAGOON, consistingi/o!' ·Troo'P'SS~·li.hd.,C' . 
1/4 Cavalry and B Coml'any ';1/2; Ihfatri''':'r.Y·,condu6t1i:1[( a N'eormai'S'sance in 
force along Rolite KNIFE (ina::iY 1 )to:·ltiNH TH/ttllli., ':'ll'P"-DR'AOOmr-wauld receive 
engineer· eQuipment at· MINH' THAHH and Z'eturh, to' AjlJ,LOC·.~·l,. -Itli' ,the' event TF 
DRAGOON"was ambushed· o~ attac-keI1' ehrout'e,f, :rol'ces:prevl.ou:s'l!1 'positioned ' 

. w6lUd! rEtspond i.m.ediatelY as·' tne-; 'sithatio11 develo'oed. . CoYlilnitnieht ot 
initial hattalions would be :a.gain'St'~h'6 VC flanks: Rema:ini:n~' battalions 
would be committed to the immediat'~·.battle area or' to blocking positions. 
Landing zones and tentative' blocking positions along likely. ~C routeS" of 
withdraWal "tere selected (map i n."i:,o be: ,occ.lpied on order:.,: . ·To; ;£urther ' 
insure the VC were lured' into ·coni;.a"ct~! th~J mo;rel::ent of bulldozers, an~h":-'" 

, resupp4r trucks from :f.oIINH TIIDJH to:'lA}J LOC' eSGort.ed with a small amount .' 
of armored eava.1ry was leak~.. rr.torm.atioh '\Itas also leaked ,tl1at a con­
voy would be moving dawn Route 13 in' the; l1ear' fut~e . !in"'hOpes that. should. 
the VC not be lured into, attacldng' the MINH' THANH convoy #. they would'.. ' 
attack the one on Route 13. The latter convoy ,.,ould be oovered by 
Artillery Base II. The atta.ck on the MI~m ·THANHRoad:was i .prefer1"ed· .,. 

, . 
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, A~~ C Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation EL PASO, II/III 
Battle of MINH THANH Road Narrative (Con't) '::": 

because of landing zones. The plan was wargamed from the VC standpoint; 
and although five possible sites were selected for the attack, the final 
position selected was the same location the actual atta.ck took place. 
The intelligence est~ate indicated a minimum of one battalion and 
possibly a regiment could be expected to attaek. Intelligence ha.d s~m.m 
tI1.e 272d Regiment' to be operating in the area in regimental stre17gt.h.' 

On 7 July, the 1 st Brigade began positioning its forces and 'eom- , 
r'lc'c.ed care and maintenance for future operations. Headquarters, B. and; 
D Batteries!, a/6th Artillery and it Battery 1/5th Artillery moved to;· ',' 
Art,Ulery Base I. The 2d Battalionll 2d Infantry conunenced infiltrm:.ion 
to lram THANH" using OO-1D and CV-2 aircraft. ~hemove was complet~d oh 
S July ft Forces at HINH THANH then included 2/2d and 1 /18th' Infantry and. 
Eattery C, 2/33d Artillery .... The simulated airmobile assault "las 'con­
duc'c,ed on 8 July by elements of 1/28th Infantry, follo,,,ed by the B-52 
st:;,'::J::~ at 1100 hours. Air strikes were also employed against suspected 
ilC ba.ses in the SROC CON TRANG area... Headquarters Battery, .1/5th Artil-' 
lery and C Battery 1/7th Artillery moved' to Artillery Base II. Lieu-' 
~enarr~ Colonel Robert Haldane's 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry occupied 
positions around the aba~doned airstrin 2500 meters east of Artillery 
Base ;: and secured the arlillery "dth one company. ' The 1 at Battalion, 
,16th Infantry, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Rufus G. Lazzell, moved 
from LOC NINH to QUAN LOI, 5500 meters norlheast on AN LOC, and came· 
underco~trol of 1st Brigade~ Company C, 1/2 Infantry ~d an ARVN APC 
troop provided security for Artillery Base II. The 11ur Infantry main­
'~ained one company at, position 35 and the battalion (-) a.t the l{[NH THANH 
airfield. The 2/2 Infantry occupied overnight positions in vicinity of 

. 811.; . ' 

The 1/18 Infant (-) began mavin to ,5 at 0605 on 9 July, followed 
by the, mO-lI'emen 0 2 Infantry to 511 at 0656. Company B" 1/2'8 Infantry, 
assisting in the security of Artillery Base I, returned to 'control of the 
parent organizatiQn. 

At 0700 hours <] July, Task Foroe DRAGOON crossed the start point at 
the AN LOC airfield with C Troop, commanded byCapt'ain Stephen Slattery, 
leading., Troop B, commanded by Captain 'David KellY followed at 0710. 
The artillery began ,firing preparation along Route KNIFE at 0'720 hours. 
Due to the low overcast and its interference ~dthclose air support, the 
colwrin halted at 0755 in the vicinity 'Of Check Point HANK. A 30 minute 
delay was anticipated, but it "'as 0900 before 'th~ 'colunm resumed move-
ment. e . ,LTC 'Lewarie, overflying the column, gave the order to move and 
Troop 'C' continued to lead. The tactical· fonnation .'consisted of t'1TO pla­
toons flan,1dngthe road with a command group and a third platoon following 
01'1 the road\<Tay • However, as the column proc'eeded beyond the :rubber 
plantation, the thi'Clmess of the underbrush and secondarY jungle growth 
forced J~hose elemen·c.son the flanks to return to the roadway. Tanks 

. ,,'ere inter;:;persed 't-ri.th the pla'Goons . and a mechanized fla1'!le throl1Ter was 
integrated inJ~o the tactical format:l.on of each troop. Persorinel of B 
Company, 1 st Battalion!, 2dInfant,ry were integrated into the elements 
of the squadron (-) with the majority with C Troop, giving each person­
nel carrier six fighting troops. After the colQmL~ had proceeded appro~ . 
:L"!'.8tely 2iCO meters, the 'c.errain on'the flanks 'of the road opened suf- . 
ficiently for assumption of thEVflan.1.d.ng wedge ~ formation. The flanking . 

. platoons employed reconnaissance by fire, but 'no fire was returned and 
no enemy aC'c,ivity was observed. Artillery continued ·to fire on pre": 
plap~ed concentrations approximately 200 to' 300 meters ahead of the' column 
and abo1..r'c. 100 mst.ers off the road" Fire t~a~ ·(armed UH-1 B'5) 'and an . 
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At~'EX C Combat Operations Atter Action Report, Operation EL PASO· n/lIl 
Battle ot MINH THANH Road·J.1arrative (Contt) .. 

armed CH-47 were also conducting recormtissance by fire on both sidesot··· 
the road. The aerial scouts from D Troop flew ahead and to the flanks 
of the column to detect any VC movement. . 

Troop C assumed a box formation approximately 200 meters before 
rea.chi~g· Check. Point DICK with the Tro.op Headquarters closir.g. th~ box . 
in the· rear' and maintaining contact wit}). the trail troop •. ~;artiller.r .. ~ 
preparation,' fol101rled· by airstrikes, softened up ·the· bridge .a,rea. '.,' .. 
lJapalm was particularly efrecti ve in burning out· dens.~ unc;lergr01rJth .. ... ,. 
adjacent to the bridge. Following the airstrikes J th~. le1!Ld .platoon, . .. _ .. 
"lith ·two· ehgin~er mine sweeper/demolition teams ·.attached .. andsuppo~ed:o/ 
oveI'W'at~ching tank fire, moved rapiclly to t~e· bridge.sit.e •.. ~ Dismo,unted .... 
petsonne~ secured both sides of the' bridge and. :afte~ a check ·revealed,· . 
no demolitions were installed on the bridge;. ·several·J111.J's cr'ossedto.~ .. ,. 
add f~rce to the far side. Extensive scoutingll mine sweeping, and checks 
f~nd:no evidence of ene~ activity and the bridge was deter.mined.to .be 
in good. ehough condition ·to support heavya.rmor.Af~er the..br1:dg~ was. .. 
sec,*"ed, the 1 st and 2d Platoons moved rapidly across andes;t,ablished .•. 
blocking positions on both Sides of the roade LTC Lewane ¥alled at this 
time and instructed the column to speed. up the operation. Because .of the 
coinbination 'of the time factor and the thick jungle growth .adjacent to . 
the road, the column fonnation '!fJ'as resumed a~the squadron continued 
movement towa~d Check Point TOM. : !:. , .. :,: .... ;. 

. l,;~::':q ..... ", ~ :.~ .. ' .. ~. . 

A forward· a.ir controller· (FAC), flying. ov.er n9U~(LKNIFE spotted an .. 
estimated squad of VC at 0945 in vicinity.of Che~k'l'oint TOM. headed· . 
north. An airstrike was 'immediately calJ,;ed.in. QP the ~en~Il\Y .•.. HQwever;. 
the column continued "dthout incident J.Ultil 11.,10~t"'.At,a po:!.ut midway, " 
bet't'leen Check Points DICK and· TOl-l; . Lieutenant Jack· lQons, '.1 st Platoon. . .. 
leader of CTroop,' reported an';estimatt;!d:f.ive VC erpssing ·the ·road .f~om· ." 
north to southe· A second·· group of a.bout·:· ten VC.cx-o.t}.s~d the road in the 
same direction and were taken under fire by: :the ~il1..:i;~ gun. This[: was 
followed by incoming . small arms fire then automati;c·.,~eapons fire •. ,,'l'he . ,~,: 
lead elements rapidly deployed and were engaged b,y ene~ mortar ann • 
anti-ta.nk fire. By 1115 the entire column '\'laS receiving heavy automatic 
weapons, recoilless rifle, mortars, and small arms·:.fire (~ketch map). 

~ ',' . I' . .., 

.. . LTC Lm-rane requested a determination be- made a.s to· .. ·the. direction of 
the ~n attack and on "'mch side of the roa.d tl1e.lIl9.j~r.· C:?n~en~~a~ions, .: . 
we~e located. This was extremely difficult to d~teI.'lJP.,l1~ b.e~a't~e: :r:t' .t~~ .. 
tr~m~~douE! ·volume of fire from the deployed tanks ,qnd .}~H 3.!s and .. ~he~ ._. 
confusionth~t ,:eXisted as personnel became .mi~orientE:lchas ,t~,-. v~~?l~6 :""'i~: 
ma.nei.l.vered ·up and· down the column. Reports "fare ·reqeiveq. .. th~t. th~. JTt;r .. : .. 
were attempt±ng.:to!crOSS the . road ahead of ·.t.he.;.columri tro1p.,~~ght. ~o left 
and: that· enemy fire' ··received ''from the rear :was' c.omingfrolJl t.he left side 
~£:. th~ ·roa.ci'. '·'Basi9d on tJ:iess·'-event:s; .. initial d~}termination 'was made .that 

. the 'n'lairi : tor6 t3. wa's"'on the 'left" (soubh) side of the rood. Soon after . 
ihis; \is' a.ceu:fAte ea·sualty counts ann: q;:meiee reports from the personnel· 
on the·groU.na··and aerial observers· :were::ri3ce~ved;o it. 'Was then det.ermined 
that the main VC force '\-ras concentrated on '.;,:1e right side or nonln'lest 
or ··the·i contact;· point. Artillery fire was ('o::1cen't,rated in this area •. 
Tht(de:lay in inaking an 'early and accurC'.te::!e·:':;'~1!tt-in.~~~0n was probably . 
the most critical.' time of the battle' beca,:;:;~ of ;~~> ~nfluence on springing 
the reaction forces ... The actual"ambush site .~Tas;'appr9Ximately 1000 meters 
long. . Foxholes with ovel'head cOVer ··'-tere prepa;r~d1 ii-r.t;<the ditch along the 
road, but did not appear to be fully oc'Cupied~:~~~a.J;:. sp.gzt,l;Y. before the 
firing 5t~rted. The . bulk of the forces were:· from :1.Q9r~ ,,-gp',Jneters from 
the road a.nd moved up to fighting positions 'as'·the~ C9.1.~ moved into the' 
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'contact area. ' Drainage ditches, dug at a 45 degree angle into the contact 
area, were used as fire lanes by the VC although apparently ''lere not dug 
for this purpose. 

As soon as the attack started, the squadron assumed a compressed 
formation. The, lead troop compressed and the trail troop closed, on, the 
lead troop and' also compressed. The gunships and aerial scouts immediately 
moved out of' the way of the airstrikes and artillery to, a distance of 
fj .. :~' kilometers and began looking for withdrawal routes. ',The ACH-47 ' 
",&S hi'i:, at 1129 and' forced on the road approximately 600 lJleters 
SOU·~~i,';est. of DICK. It was later extracted bya "Flying Grane". This 
area "la.S also designated as the initial Dust ,Off pickup zon~ and forward 
:'ogistics siteo 

I .', 

COL Berry 'alerted Major'John C Bard'at 1105, t~ be prepared 'to move 
the 1/10-$ Infantry to position N9 and Lieutenant Colonel Jack L, Conn to: 
be prepared to move the 2/2 Infantry on order. At 1'117. the 1/18 Ihi'antry 
't-I'aS ordered to move on the trail from position ,55 as the Battlefield 
Assault Force and minutes later the 1 stBattalion)" 28th ,Infantry was 
alerted for possible movement to position NC or Nn. The order was " 
given at 1130 for the 1/28.Infantry to move to ND,then to the west and 
occup,y a position southwest of ND from where it was planned to attack the 
enemy column to the south\vest. The 2/2 Infantry was ordered to move to 
posi'cion 54, on foot, report their location, and prepare to attack due 
north. As the 1/1 8 Infantr-.)" started moving to N9, they found moving in 
the heavy jungle undergrol'lth very difficult. Qeneral DePuy directed 
division artillery to put more observers over the contact area. The 
1 /1 8 Infantry became tangled up in bunkers and foxholes and requeste,d 
more close air support. -

COL Berry radioed hi~ ;present plans sunmtar,y to the Division 1'acticSJ. 
Operations Center (DTOC) , a~, 1134: "!:he 1/1 8 L.,rantry is mov;i.ng nort.h , 

, parallel to the road to relieve pressure, on the ,cavalr,y and to ,hit the 
, VC flan.1{. The 1/28 Infant.ry "dll land on LZ ND and move west to occuPY' 

pos:i.'Gions'sou.thwest of ND and,a,-m.it ord~rs. The 1 /28 Infantry is planning 
'(.0 attack along the enemy column to the southwest.. The 2/2 Infantry 
,'N1i,' move by foot to bloclClng position 54 report upon arrival and then 
. ::;t-epare to move north to r,?lieve the pressure <;m TF DRAGOON. The 1/16 
, Infantry has been aler'Ged for ,possible moveme~t at 1200 hours 'into the 

forward area." This plan ",:as later modified by moving 2/2 Infantry to 
1JC 'by helicopter. During the -time the brigade commander "laS relaying 

·'his plans, the va were hitting ,the ~olurnnwitp. mortars and recoilless 
rifle fire. Artillery was hitting the en~lI\Y' ,force 'with such a heavy 
volume of fire, only the personnel'on the ground could,observe its 
devastating effecte Air strikes were continuous and at one time five 
flights of fighter bombers were stacked up waiting, their turn to go in. 
LTC Lei'tane 's estimate of the size of t,he enenw force "JaS possibly two 
battalions or a regiment. 

. . . 
The first lift of the 1 /28 Infantry was off the grou.nd at 1210 hours 

and touched do .... m on LZ NPat, 1215.. By 1230 the entire battalion had ,', 
closed ND. The 1/28 Inf.antry controlled its own fires, on the LZ, but < 

c&.<~~ unc.er C:prational Control (OPCON) of Commanding Officer 1/4 Cavalry' ( .. ) 
at 1250 by direction of COL Berry. At this time Band C Troop had co~ 
p:.:-essed 1400 !r.eters sout.hi'l'est of, DICK .-and casualties were being evacuated 
'::'0 the Dust Ofr area vicinity of the dO'lmed ACH-47. COL Berry: gave the 
order at. 1326 to Connnanding Oi'fice~ ,1/16 Infantry to commence his heli­
';)crne asse.ult on NC and be prepared to move to N5 or N6 (LZ NA was 
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considered but not selected because it was too obvious and would probabl1" 
be ambushed. This left NC as the only usable .LZ from which the infantry 
battalions could be moved to blocking positions.oh the northwest.) 

The VC appeared to have broken contact about 1330 and aerial 
observers reported large groups of VC moving to the northwest. . Troops 
B, and C puUed back to DICK for ammunition resupply. The 1/28 Infantry' . 
~'I'as locat.ed appr07~tel.y 700 meters from DICK mOv:i,ng ~Q~thwest.; parallel 
to the road. "!hen the battalion reached the initial contact point it 
also made· contact with an unkno'h'Il size force. The 1/18 Infantry was 
~ven: a ne\,1 direction .of attack; east with the right:,fla~;'oJl. the, ·road 
~d,left. ~lank 500 mete:rs into the woods. By 1.4,.05.· 1/16 Inrantry,h~fl 
th~ first lift ~nro'!ltE!,to ~C and the 2/2 Infantry was preparing.tor,·,;Li$t 

· to the .. s~ LZ. The. 1/18 Infantry was deploying toattaclt pa~allel to, ... 
the road in vicinity 01 TOM, converging on DICK. The first mld second . 
lifts of ,the 1/16 Infantry- landed on NC at 1417 and 1430 respectively. '. 
An APC troop from the 5th ARVN Division linke(i, up with the 1/4 Cavalry:, (-) 
'at, 1525 and was given instructions to retriev(!l' 90mm ammunition ·that ha,d 
· been dropped along: the road between DICK and TOU.The 1/18 Infantry . 
received a change in direction ot."~.""~t,$9kat 143.5; new direction of ' ... 
attack north and block south of N5.~ ;.{ll\ enentY. :Q,locking position was· ... ,.. .. < '_,. 

encountered approx:i.mately 000 ;meter~ g.~~b:'Q.f,.·:r.OM and air strikes were' 
called in. The aero rifle platoon ·f.rom 'D-:;~oQP reinforced CTroop at· 
1100 because more casualties had been:':~.'l:l,~~~·ne~~~ng. the infantry than 
'Trll.th B Troop. The VC broke contact'td.;t.);l t-:h.~ .. ,;1/~a(·~Wltry a.bout 1540." 
At 1545" COL Berry recommended to General'DePuy' that 'the 1/4 Cavalry (-) 
. and A.'IlVN APC troop block from TON: to DICK. The 1/28 ItJ.i'antry would 
attae~ southwest along 1i:~e north sideQ.f ... ;t:h~::rQ~ ~(k,\I;t~el);~w~epqback 
alon? the south side. ~e 1/16 Infantry' \'J;!../ii ~Q '!Il9ye r~;r..orn·:N~l:t:0f~'I5i '':' 
leaVl.ng an element to secure .tJ?eLZ for· i~~~VP.~ ~f:'~;~}?-f>.:;2J.~ W~J:!,~.,. :~.;j, .. 
Art:r th~ 2/2. Infantry a~~lled,! t~e ~tt.~.l;iJon ~~tq1):J.~~~;'5~,,*,Q:;.~1? ,~q~~,~{.. .' 
c~nJunc~J.on 'WJ.th 1 /16 Infan~ occupy, ~Q~~ckipg ':~~~,~P~~."':L ~~!!:.17~:·'l1iP.,,~~; 
fJ.rst lift of the 2/2 Infantry was off 54 enroute to NC. The 1118 was 
still i~ light conta.ct a;nd clearing· ~ .~nker complex. VC in the area 
,,'ere' we~ing a leathl3r b~l1;. with a .. c.opper::Q~c~n~d,;.~.,~~t~r.!3~p~J;~p'osed 
o~ the ,buC:kle. The: .1/28 .~ antry "1a,.S.' ~y.i,pg'.o:li~"J'~ ith~ .~A;'1 8 "Ip~q~tl!'Y.'~(" 
a~~ the .r~a~." :.:fhe,.last lift of 'Gh~.; ~~~, :IllS;~Jl~~:.J;9J}.~~:p~}JC 8:~' ~75.~~: .. 
T~~ J/1 ~ ;r~;~t:ry found the movemen1;.;, .. to:,NS" t.q,:~(Yi~q.o:ij.f~;L~~t.*,·o; .:·J·;I~!,' . 

Althougr.. c~~te;~~ was made with smaJ.;l,.',gz:qups. .. :~:t(.dtQ):;t;;I;,~~~ilg ~:t>.~.r4::'!:!~::'< • 
SAIGON'P~ver; the greatest diffi¢ul~ywas caused qy tne.heavY jungle' 

· undergro-vz:th. .Th:;1?.11~ ,the, :a:~t~~pt. to close the ring around the VC force. 
One small. fight c;teyeloped Q.':l,ri,!,lg \'lh;J;h L~lq Jt!,z.;eH:;("'8:~.:~W\l~d~d.J~ qOL '.; 
. Berry assumed. tempor:a,ry , CO,njlIlaod. oJ; tPra..;, ~~tjliAAW1~'~~~lc ~TP' .. ~rg~" ]{-.i·, ,:,:~ 
'!rlallace III could be floWn in to the l'orward area.. The '1/16 and 2/2' .. 
Infantry established blocking 'P9s:i,:tipn;er!~iF.ipti:tsr of· N5 and NC respectivel1'. 
T:-oop B occupied a 'blo?king po~;t;.9P' ,~~!"Xp.~ ~m.~,.)1..1.8 ,lnfantry. estab-,: ' .• 
lished overnight, positJ.ons norl~es~":9.1':;,!}:'9~~.),,.,,~~,:(1/~.8 Infantry swept· ." 
wes:t t~ugh ,t?fl, Vp. positions on ~~~ P:9.~b s¥~ :Qf..;~pe road. and then . '.' 
returned on, t,qe ,sol1tp: side. ,· .. rp.1re.jwa~~:y.eq;.1#rt.le):.~vidence that. an;y ".'. 
considerable'VC forces had been south of the road" further'su,bstantiating 
the determination that th.'r ~n ?ttac,~;. }l~4 ,cp;:rte from the,llorthwest •. The , .. 
1/28 Infantry remaiped p:ver¢,ght::p0r:fh:or:;TOl:i~,. Troop, C remained ovel"- . '.' 
ni~ht at DICK ~. the .ARVNi~ A~~C . ~rpC?PI iDid...l1~y~"p(:tween.TOM end, DICK.. An .; ... 
in·ventory of, ~hicles revealed, tn..~t. ~RUr. M113 ~ s and one 1148A3 tank. ·Md . 
been. destroyed and three addit~pna..l ~11}3'~ had been damaged •. , " 

.' . . , 

. . r " .' ~<,. -." .. ,'; .! . .',~ .. ~' . , . "": ..... _~ '-, ,':7',' . 
. rOn' 10 Jul;y, .tohe 1st Brigage i:orces"c.Q7:).d\lcted search and destroy .. "'.'. . 

operatipns. :~() .locate and destroy ~~e.:J(e~rit~:,ot. the 272d VC. R~g,i.me.nt·; ,:;',:,; •• 

. " ; . ,. 
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.. 
block routes of withdrawal, and deny the VC safe havens west of the 
battlefield. With the exception of contact with a platoon size force 
and one of unknown size, contact was limited to skirmishes with small 
groups of VC attempting to flee across the SAIGON River •. The 272d VC 
Main Farce Regiment had sustained the loss of 239 KIA (Body Count), 304. 
KIA (Probable), eight captives, 13 crew served~e~pons, and 41.smaU arms. 
An extensive bunker. complex was discovered 1500 meters west of N5 ~nd a 
battalion size base camp was located approximately 1500 meters. north of 
':"()"),T. The 2/2 Ini'ant!7 swept from NC to DICK. Mortar pos;itions were 
':'.:;.scov&:.~zd e.nd evidence indicated theVC had conducted a hasty with­
G':."CI.'::al O~1 9 July ... The 1//. CavaL'!r':f(-) conducted a search afthe.area' 
be,~,·teen nICK and TOM andmo~red to MINH THANH at 1630. The remaining. 
':>'::.'::' talions were exi:.racted from the battle area on 11 July. 
.. .. ~ .' .' "':" ; i ~ . 
Operation OLYMPIA achieved the· results for.whicn it was genera~ed; 

tha 272d VC Main Force Regiment was lured into attacking the l·st Infant17 
Division and suffered losses that probably· reduced,the regiment ~o Sq% 
strength. .,The success of US, forces during the Battle of. MINH THANH Road 
can be attributed to several significant facts.. .. .. ' .. 

. L'Iltelligence proved to be excellent because on~ of the assumptions 
made in the intelligence estimate was that the 2'72d Regiment, was operating 
in the. area 'in' regimental. strenge-h. 

, . . . . 
The value of thorough and deliberate priorpla.nning' and wargaming 

cannot be over emphasized. All commanders participated in development 
of the plan 'and each commander knel-T what the other would do. It was a 
plan of the whole group with each having.a vested.inter.est. As the plan 
was modified, it was easily executed because every commander knew the 
philosophy and how other commanders felte ' 

Th~ decision to delay the moveunt~l the fog and overcast dissipated 
hed a profound effect, on the final outcome. This coupled with the fact 
that the attack came early in the day offered a sufficient period of day­
light to fight the battle and sweep the area before the,VC had the· 

. opportunity to return under cover of darkness and remove the dead, 
l';ounded, and weapons 0 

, The artillery and 'close air support were; effectiv~.as· the principle 
killer. Over. half of the enemy were probably killed by this 9pmbined·· 
firepower~ . The road provided an easily defined FSCL. With triend~ . 
forces fighting from the road, FAC's and airborneobserver;Shad no',' 
question ,as tOl-There to place the fire. The positions s.elect.edfor the 
a:NciUery . an.d the philosophy of Qringing the. artillery ·nort1l. o~ tpe FSCL 

. a':ldthe air south placed the preponderance of both in tiu~se areas •.... The 
!'1as;3~d 155rnm and 8" ,fires lfiere instrumental in the q~ck; 'breakup of thEp 
-VC at .. ~ack end.-subsequent l-dthdra'-.ral'~, ,Ninety-six fighter. bomb!9r ~QX1>ii~S, •. '. 
'!-fers sj:pended in supp0r'c,of th~ engaged forces ~ . .' ,. : .- .. , .:. " . 

: .' ' •• ' ~.. t' .' , 

The support. provided by the' airlift .mission eormnanderha4 a:tremem­
dous effect on the successf~l o~tcome of the operation. Most tmpoftant~ 
he "lrlaS present during the entire planning phase. He. was also pr,esent .' 
",;:;.~~:! '::,he 1.1,.;it, to be lifted and sent his representative with the next 
tt."1::."~ t,o go. 

Conversely, there were factors that had a detrimental :e.rfect on .,. 
the outcome. ", .. ~ . 
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Most critical was the diffiCQ.lt.;'-,:,in ~etermining thedirect.1on or 
the main attack and its influence Ofttheinit1al movement or the reaction 
::,.,rces. 

. Difficulty in mOving through thejuJ)gle prevented the 1/16th Infan­
try from closing the, ri,'ng and closiDgoti-vC escape routes. This was ' 
compound~d by. the lack or adequate landing zones to. the re,ar or the VC ' 
,force. 

Viet ·Cong ·camoutlage and fire discipline was significant. The pre-' 
planned air and artillery fires, reconriaissance .. oy fire; and. ,continuous 
surveillance by airborne observers were ineffective in causing the. va 
to disclose his presence. 

Certainreadi:q apparent. truthseme~ged from the Battle of MINH 
THANH Road in the form of lessons learned. While the basic fundamentals 
of tactical operations remain unchanged, changes in techniques are 
required as a ~esUlt of lessons learned from different environmental 

· conditions.· The following lessons l.eu'ned are inclllded for the b~efit 
of the units engaged in the battle, other units ot the 1st Infantry 

· Division, and other agencies 'inter.~sted: il1 preparatio~ ot units or 
.. indivi~ls for combat under· similar. oonditions •. 

The direction of the mainattaek ,:and the major concentration of VC 
· forces must be determined immediatelY., This i,simportant. for two primary 
, reasons. First, it is necess8.17in order to bring in the maximum amount '-Ot 
· artillery and . air to overcome any e;Kisting numerical sUperiority and ' " . 

break up the attack during the most critical time, the first 30 minutes. , 
,Second, ~eaction torces must be ~pi4:q deployed to nank the VC posi-

o tions and block mutes of withdra~li" Due to the confusion that can 
· '~es~1f ~:p~:rs~~e~ b,ac.ome mis~rtel\t.~,.. a ~c~~n4ed method en; P?inting 
.out the .. ~r~Y.lP~lC?f. attacl,c i~ t~~ the .use of. smoke. Supportl.ng .. 

· :eir.es. should .. ~~: ?een put in,: as sO,on :~s the ~~rst V?, ",~e s~otted.' .' 
Doubling the, amount. .would not. have be@ too much, Fires shotild have' 
been placed tart;het-' from the' road ·.s:ilice the Va were,' iriitiaiIr back trom 
tl1e road.,flrom 100 - 400 meters and then. moved up. Reconnaissance by 
fi~ .,tarthe:r bae~, ~.ld ~ve g~te~ ~he .1;nlll,c .ot ~~~ wea.~ns and t~~J?s" 
.b!3t:or.~ they mO\!~g!~1f.PI.t9 fight~ng.~~i~~(n'~$. ~lon~r,~b.e ~tc~es!"""," 

. The' ~in atiagk:was ~~Cte4'rtrJ~ the dirij(;~ioti·~,ot·where· the'·'jungle., 
. ~e . tnost d~S!'l!. It did eome tram that direction where there were· few 
~rl .. no l~~ zones fi.nd t.~s,; ~r.r~~~ ~1f't!~~~ 9~ .. the fla~s.: ~d to ,t~~ 
Feal'~ , en.' • . ., . . .' . .:'" 

, ;;:.:.~.:;, .. ~ .. ;'.' ':~:' .... :,. :; '.: .. ' :,.:::;'::::·:1::.:/~ .. ~ ; ~:.<.:, ".'; ....... ' .'. i . ' .', :, 

· ; T~~ p'~pr~~sed ~d P?m~~~s~ r~,'~" ~~~~1~~, ~~re ~eve+op~. ~~' wi~· " " 
the fl.repower battle. In tnese tormations, the lead' troop precedes' the ,'. 
~AAlt.qri't.onQw.i.ng troops by 100 to 300 meters. When contact is made 
~he.!~r~op~.I,c;p~p~~~ ~t;1d :trl:1el:tr~l, pr(.,fo~~t$~,~~9.~Ps, ~.l~s~ on the ·+ead., 

· ~roop;ttij.lr~JC9mpr.~~.~4 ,"Vr. F~~t~.~ ut.p.i~~:~",?j.,~te~.,i~a:nt17 ~:o .. ", ' 
fOf!lll t.h§ :!'L'!~!,.l:;~ 'itp~, i,ntantq ~~e,.,tonarq:;, ,~~~. ,vebi,c;L~s' that, are' .": '. 
,mask~d.wep.~",tmnr.;wat .. to the, read p(: the ~Ol~~·':·.Air 'and 'aryilleri:,are 
placed. in the pOcket' ahead of' the'inrimtry ~ 'D'Urll!ig the Battle . 'of' MINH 
l'HANH,·Roa,d)frthe. Compressed, ~'l.:t.~oI'}1l8.t~on was .. .J:\~t"'~Js~,4 l?~9,~u:~~ :th~ bulk. 
of. the i.nf.~ntr.y ,were riding. on th~ ller~onnel :ca,trlJrs 'of' th~ liHid ~r~bp~ 
'.. ' ," .,.. , I .••••• ~ l'[) _.J I:"', l!'~r·-:,l.,l"'· V" ... TJ·.· .. 'r 

This ~s' t.hef1i.st· ti~ int_ri were': u~~d' ,s:·b!li&$-,r·'~l.&C$~·;fit. ':)~,' 
.pers.c:mAe;L c;arri~rs. t~ .. ~igh~ .trom t,l'lecaJTi~rS;'r' .l:~s .~~e9;. t~ a~~ut. 

,. eight.ol.' ,nine men per c~rrier 'inclu~ng ,the',c~ew'.f:,~ 'mrs- 'joIas a:'~sta:ktf .. 
· . " .:'... .:., : ,', ' •.•. ::' '. .: .... ; ~'f .. J'~E. 1.IJ~I:··JS1..";ll ';"(t';:·:l.',; .' 

• • '.' ~ • , •• ,. r ·:~n.r.;l~.f' .. 1.. cc :'i,'i. T-:-- i J:~".' J"'" . 
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resulting in too many personnel on one carrier to fight effectively •.. ' 
The optimum number of troops to fight from an ACAV is five. More than 
this hinder the action rather than assist it. 

During the action, the M-14 Rifle proved superior to the ~I-16 Rifle.,' 
The infantry complained that dust collected during the road march caused 
the l:I-16 t s to jam.. There were no reports of 's~lar M-14 malfunctions. 

The starlight Scope 'prQved effective during the night and periods of, 
ra.in. Enemy movement and lights were observed up to 100 meters. Activity 
o·rc.s observe.d aroUnd two disabled M-113 ' s on the north side of the rqad •• 

The 'type of action 'in which the column was engaged' revealed the 
n:;~d for a re,prese:htative from the' squadron' command group on the' ground. 
to "st.ablish a command post 'area to: (1) evacuate wounded, (2)re-supp17 
forward troops, and (3) exert additional command and control over the 
forward troops. 

. _,t .. :. 

The reco~iSsance- by fire by the groUnd elements was unsatisfactoI7 
because it was' aone at a 90 degree angle to the colwnn. The lead vehicles 
should direct their fire into the ditches where the camouflaged foxholes 
were located. 'A better possibility of causing the VCto disclose their . 
position exist~.' . .' , 

Tanks should have led the column. . ~a.nlCs' can take more plUlishinent , , 
and put out a gr~ater volume of fire than the ACAV.1'he canister ro~d 
is effective at close ranges I:!.nd on 9 JUl,y'ke¢the' VC from overrunning' 
the column. " ", :? ,; . . ".-. ", 

,"I' • • 4' ~ . 

Anarinored Unit can sustain itself during the critical-period of 
the first two hours. Trucks with infantry-cannot be expected to sustain . 
itself for more than a 30 to 60 minute period primarily because of ·the ' 
difference in the amount of firepower and,amDlUmtionavailable • .. 
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ANNEX D 

OPERATIONS OVERLAY - AN LOC - QUAN LO! AO 
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OPERATIONS OVERLAY - SONG BE AO 
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ANNEX F 

OPERATIONS OVERLAY - MINH THANH AO 
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ANNEX G 

OPERATIONS OVERLAY - TAY NINH AO 
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Operation Overlay - TAY MINH AO 
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DOWNGr.MED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; : 
. ()ECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 
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pNCLASSlElED. 

'GO~~F~D[NTIA~ , ", 
, Am1EX ,H Combat Operatlons-Aft-er A~tionReport-;--oPeration EL PASOI!/II!': 
, Raid Target 21 - 27 June i 966,' , 

, 
, 1 ~ Background: A returnee; NGUYEN MING NHUT, rallied on 4 April, 

1966., He reported a storage a..reaoont~n1pg .3,000,000 piasters Worth qt 
supplies vic XT 41+5540. The 'camp ~s report.~d td ~e guarded by"'SO men. 
On 1 May, 20 sampans were seen in ,the area ahd on 12 May, two $aJ,11pa.ns, 
were sunk there. On 1.3 May a briClge capable of car.rying truck traftic 
was destroyed by air and wooden ctates on a landing dock nearb,y produced 
secondary explosings when hit by artillery fire. On 14 and 15 May, approx­
imately 200 tons ot rice were uncovered by an airstrike in the area. 

2. Raid: On the morning of 21 June the 2/16 Inf made a heliborne 
assault into a landing zone in the vicinity of the storage area with the 
intent ot destroying the base. At 0925H, six VC were encountered near a 
hu'~ vic XT 461512. One VC was killed (BC), two VC KIA (Prob), and one vee. 
One German, Mauser ritle, two 105mm rounds, and ten rounds SA atmno were 
also captured. The VCC stated he was trom C-65 local unit. Their mission 
is tribute collection and tormation of guerrilla teams in the BEN CUI 
area. Rallier NGUYEN MING NHUT stated the SO man torce guarding the " 
storage area was B-65. At 1125H, vic IT 458525, the 2/16 In! was enga.ged 
by another small group 01' VC resulting in one VC KIA (BC). The VC was 
carrying medicine and m~y have been a medic. Destroyed were a classroom, 
tive huts, and one hosPital consisting ot an operating table, oxygen 
mask, and medical supplies. Other supplies captured or destroyed during 

, the day were one French M-35 SMG, two sampans, 16 rounds of SA ammo, 
seven grenades, two 155mm rounds, torches, 55 gal gas, gunpowder, a 
water pump, 9k tons of rice, one base camp and 300 sheets ot tin •• The 
unit had not reached the base camp area by nightfall so the.r dug in and 
prepared to go on the following day • 

. 3. On 22 June, the 2/2 Int was comtted to raid area. As the ~ts 
penetrated into the supply area it became apparent that it was quite 
extensive. VC losses during the day w~re 47 tons of rice, two sampans, 
100 sheets of tin, four grenades, 16 rounds SA ammo, eight huts and one 
building. 

4. On 23 June t.he search ot the area continued with numerous small 
contacts throughout the day resulting in eight VC KIA (Prob). VC losses 
during the day were tour base camps, 1350 lbs of tlour, 30 gal ot tobacco, 
30 gal NUOe r-rON: 2.25 tons of rice" two truck tires, tour tractor tires, 
one 3/4 ton trailer, 75 gallons of fuel, two oxcarts, two bicycles and 
1000 tons 01' rice. 

, 5. On 24 June small groups ot VC were again conta.cted resulting in 
one VC KIA (nc), and one k50/PPSH41 CHICON SMG captured. VC losses 
during the day were one boat'building f.acility, two boats, 300lbs of 
tea, 15 tons of dried fish, .3.85 tons of rice, 55 gallons ot fuel, 25 
tons of salt, 1000 cans of sardines, 15 thermos, jugs, 20 kerosene stoves, 
100 gallons ot kerosene, SOOO aluminum pans, 900 soup ladles, and'550 
gallons of oil. Documents captured by the 2/2 Inf vic XT 416537 indicated' 
that the 273d Regiment and 243 Artillery Battalion were in the are'a as 
rec~ntly as 20 June and that the 271 at Regiment was probably still in 

, ,·the BINH LONG ... · TAY NINH Province ·area. TM losses suffered by 273d 
Regiment on 17 May and 11 June vic', LOC· NINH' probably resulted in their 
l"dthdrawa.l to this"area for repl~e1netl.ts .a.nd resupply. 

• .' ~. ~., I :,';::. i. ~.,.' 

~. on 25 June the 'number 'of 'coRtaf:t's .decreased, however, the 2/16 , 
Inf killed one VC (BC), 11 VC KIA (Prob), and captured one CHICOM AK ' 
assaultrit~e. VC"!lo:sses during,' the 'day 'Were two - seven HP boat motors~ 
two base camps, fOil-i:"' sampans, 2.35 ton~~;drled fish, 24.65 tons of rioe, 
'and 1'i ire gallons of' ta~ ~ '; " I .. :' '. " '. )'1\ y ." :," .' .' " 

.... : 

-., 
DOWNGr.t\!)W AT 3 V~AR mTmVALSi .. 

D~CLtlSS!r-i~~ AHEll 12 YEAr-S. , H-1 
DOD Dm 5200.10 

---~--------"'''.-<- ~ -- -~ : . :. 
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ANNEX H Combat Operations After Action Report, Operatio~ EL PASO, II/III laiC> 
. . Raid Target 21 - 27 June 1966 (Con It) . .. I 

7. On 26 June· the 2/2 Inf.1dlled two VC (BC), and captured one 
rifle and one German Mauser. ·'An armed CH-47 helicopter killed five VC 
(BC) and destra,yed one .50 cal MG in the area. VC losses were ten tons 
or rice, one grenade, 500 lbs of wax, 320 sheets of tin,· five spools of. 
bailing wire, 12 bicycles, and one bag of toothpaste anEl tooth brushe:;s,1 
one biey:cle rePair shop, and one base camp. .', 

8.;· The units· spent 27 June· destroying VC supplies and.extracting 
on the 2St.h. Evidence indicated that more supplies will be found along 
the SAIGON River north towards Cambodia. Total losses' during the raid 
are listed in Appendix 1. VC losses during the operation ~n cost of 
cupplies is in excess of 23,000,000 piasters. . .. 
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Appendix 1(VC Losses on the Raid) to ANNEX H (Raid Target) 

Persol1..t'!.el 

KIA (BC) .. 11 
KIA (Probable) - 21 
VCC ------- 1 

Arms and Munitions 

Small Arms ---- 5 
Crew Served -------- 2 
10;mm rds ---------- 2 
155mm rds ----- 2 
SA Ammo ------ 42 
Grenades ----------- 4 

Supplies 

Sampans ------- 10 
Tobacco (gal) --- 30 
Tin (sheets) --5720 
Fuel (gal) ----- 185 
Oil (gal) - . - 550 
Cooking Utensils ·---8900 
Boat liotors --~-. 2 
"'Tax (lbs) ----~ 500 
Bicycles ------- 12 
Tires ------ 6 
Trailers (3/4 ton) _. 1 
Oxcarts =---.:.----- 2 
Thermos Jugs --_. 15 

.. 
•• • ---,,-~. ,0 •• ~ ,_. ___ ••• '_ 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS • 
. DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. ' 

DOD DrR 5200.10 
--.----.~--

Food Stuffs 

Rice (tons) ~ 1506 
Salt (tons) _u___ 25 
Dried Fish (tons) -~-- 17 Q 1 S 
Flour (lbs)-~-~-.- 1:350 
Sardines (cans) -~- 1000 
Tea (lbs) -~-.:...,~.,.==- 300 
Nuoo Mon (gal) ~...:~,~o==- .30 

Facilities 

Hospitals =~-:--~-... 1 
Base Camps -=--~------ 7 
Boat Building Shop --- 1 
Bicycle Repair Shop--~ 1 

Supplies 

Kerosene Stoves ---- 20 
Tar (gal) -------..... 5 
Kerosene (gal) ---~-- ·1000 
Bailing Fire (spools) -- 5 
~lI]'ater Pump --------- 1 
Gunpowder 
Medical Supplies 
Tooth Brushes 
Tooth Paste 
Documents 

c Of\1f , OEI\I fl /"i; L· 
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ANNEX I' Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation EL PASO II/III 

Long Range Reconnaissance Patrols 

1.. Long Range Reconnaissance Patrols were utilized to search 
suspected areas, vic LOC NINH for VC and installationso The results 
of their missions are listed below: 

a.. Team #4 infilt~ated' at031900H June vicXT 6185 and 
exfiltrated at 041717 .vic XT 6288. One va was sighted at 040SOOH vic 
XT 855614 .. Contact was made with four VC at 04163,5H and a.f'ight. 
developed" The patrol took evasive action and requested eXf.iltration· .. 
During exfiltration the helicopters were fired on by an estimated VC 
platoon. Fire teams engaged the VC with unknown res'ults o 

bo Team #2 infiltrated 031855 June vic 1'T 5894. At 041500H 
'vic XT 592939 one VC platoon was seen moving southwest II The VC had· 
one 81mm mortar, one DiG, and individual weapons. All airstrike "las 
placed in the area with unknown results. At 051145H the team. was 
extracted vic XT 6090 and received fire from the village vic XI' 675915 

, and airstrikes were placed on the target. 

c. On 101857 June Team #5 infiltrated vic XT 5883. From 191;I-! 
to 2130H small groups totaling 100 men were seen moving west vic XT 
584827 Q At 110925 the team was exfiltrated vic lIT 585835. 

d. On 101 $59H Jurie Team #3 infiltrated vic XT 5786 and 
." '. •. ~'. exfiltrated at 111358H vic Xl' 579880. No significant sightingse 

r o " 

2. By this time it was apparent the VC were withdrawing in small . 
groups to the west towards Cambodia and there would be little chance of 
engaging a sizeable force in this jungle area. Operations were shifted 
to the MINH THANH area in an attempt. to locate elements of the 272d 
Regiment located in the area. Attempts to infiltrate in the late arts!"'" 
noon of 12 June were hampered Qy poor visibility so the teams were 
infiltrated early on 13 June. 

a. At 130658H June Tewm #1 was infiltrated vic XT 7155. 
There was a considerable amount of VC activity in the area •. At 0920H 
the team was surrounded by an est.imated 30 VC and requested exfiltration .. 
Air strikes were called in on the VC and the teams extracted at 131000 
vic XT 709549. . 

be Team #6 inf'il'c.rated at 130650H June vic XT 6656.. There was 
evidence of considerable VC activit.y. The team was engaged by an unknown . 
number of VC, one team member wa.s killed and four VC were killed (BC) e 

The team requested extraction and was extracted" minus the KHA, at 
130915 vic XT 663560. An air strike 'bras placed on the va positions" 

Cs The areas in a and b above '~ere unsuitable for LHRP opera­
tions a Cover a."ld concealment are sparse and the terrain is open in many 
places~ Two infantr,y battalions were committed into the area o Several 
base camps, including one of regimental size, were i'oUl'1d i11 the area, 
however, only small groups of VC were encountered as they chose to 
abandon their camps. The aerial rifle platoon was also committed where 

. the patrol member was killed and his body was recovered G 

3. The extent of VC losses as a result of LRRP findings Crull10t b~ 
accurately assessed. Canopies prevented BDA from air strikes and the VC 
chose to flee from US ground forces committed. Any VC casualties from 
air "tlere carried off so they \\Ould not be found. 

~AL 
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS, 

DECLASSifIED AFTER 12 YEA~S. ' 1-1 
DOD DIR 5200.10 --------_._._-_._. -----------
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, . ,. 'COr<1t=tBEP<Jf/7tt ..., . 
. A~mEX J Combat Operations After Action Report, Opera.tion EL PASO II/III. 

. VC Installations 

A. Base Camps 

Xl' 405529 Xl' 678560 
XT 412533 XT 678540 
XT 415525 XT 679540 
XT 438513 IT 692565 
IT 48552,5 XT 6849Fn 
XT 5.79937 XT 689547 
XT 579937 XT 690551 
Xl' 635662 

B •. 'Defensive PGsitions 

·XT 453570 XT 671549 
XT 462568 XT 757451 
Xl' 465563 . Xl' 764726 
XT 522570 Xl' 769728 

. X't ,557708 Xl' 858912 
XT 617690 rr 863917 
XT 637678 xu 605033 

xu 646038 

C. AA Positions 

Xl' 752968 XU 673247 

D. Boat .Landing 

Xl' 462569 

. E. Salt Caches 

XT 443542 XU 723015 

F. Rice Caches 

XT 405510 XT 431572 
XT 411488 IT 433513 
XT 423543 XT 440542 
Xl' 432515 IT 441500 

G. Supp~ Bases' 

XT 406512 XT 443542 
·IT 431572 IT 446550 
XT 442536 Xl' 448540 . 

W(!NqRADED AT' :3 YEAR INTERVALS 
DECLASSIFmD AFTER 12 YEARS 

DOD Dm5200.10 

J-1 

XT 725954 
XT 839965 
XU 266096 
XU 714017 
XU 746111 
YT 199989 
YU 199046 

XU 710100 
xu 711015 
XU 72211~ 
xu 739067 
XU 743108 
xu 805125 
YU 200048 

YU 190035 

IT 446;50 
XT 455550 
!T 455530 
XT 689555 
IT 200993 

Xl' 454555 
XT 455550 

~} UNCI~ .. \. 
~d _ • 
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ANNEX K Combat OperatioIl~ After Action Report, Operation EL PASO!I/III" 
Clos~ Air &'uppo:--'", Sorties 

June 1966: 

Plm 
2 

3 

4 

S 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 . 

14 

15 

. 16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25, 

26 

27 

28 

TarAt sm TIES 

26 

33 

43 

39 

31 

22 

62 

29 

30 

31 

19 

39 

35 

44 

40 

18 

53 

34 

38 

39 

29 

50 

53 

34 

51 . 

49 

25 

I 
• 

/ 
..•. / 
I 

LZ PREPARATION 

3 

8 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

16 

4 

3 

2 

3 

, 

INTERDICTION SKY SPOTS IMMEDIATE' 

24 ·2 

26 4 

33 2 
" .. 

33 3 
", ;. .. 

22 3 6 

. 19 

13 3 43 

27 2 

30 

12 /' 16 
~ 

16 
" 

,': ,~.'." .. 
23 

31 4 

42 2 .. 

40 

18 
c' 

48 
'. 

31 3 
,.r l 

' ''''', 
.' .' 

33 S : 
. . \ . 

27· 12 

23 6 

48 2 

47 2 

22 9 

47 2 

44 2 

25 
~: 

K-1 
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ANNEX'! CamhatO~ratiQn~ Aft'9!" Action Report, 'Operation Ei. PASO XI/III 

ClotJo Ai:.· :::"uppo.r't Sorties (Con t~) , " ' Iflo/, .': 

~' TarAt SORTIFS LZ PREPARATION INrERDICl'ION SKY SPOTS IMMEDIATE 

29 45, '3 " 38 4 

30 88 6 4 78 

July 1966: 

1 61 11 46 4 

2 44 17 6 21 

':'I ;0 42 6 2 ~" " , 

4 40 .' -r:' 34 6 
, . 

S 45 43 2 

.' 6 34 28 6 
-:.:,:, 

7, 44 44 i 

.... ; 
I 

8 37 7 ,,30 ' 

9 102 8 ,27 67 
10 62 25 14 23 

" . 
6 

" 

11 45 '39 I 

i . ,I 
12 39 i33 6 

! .~ 

13 '27 ,27 

14 
" 

ij2 ·32 
'i{, '. ~ 

'15 :SS '45' , 10 ' " 
't:'J .,. 

-51 
.' ." .~r",: 

16 51 " . 
"61 17 .72' ~ 

9 ,2 
, . 

, '63 · . 67 i 18 .' ..... ,: 4 i 
, .. ; " , t-" 

, . , 
19. ' 73 
· \"'-'20 :. 

62 54, 2 6 
..... ' . .. ' 

· 21 49 -~49 
r' -
22 45 • :3 32 6 4 

... 
23 . '6J..{. ! 

I 51 8 , 
, ", 

24 6~ 
,', ':53 10 2 

25 ~~S 46 2 

26 It/.- ,:'42 " 

- " 

.,' 

K-2 

........ : :: .. "',:' 

,r", .. ,-. 
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ANNEX K Combat Operations Atter Action Repo.rt, Operation EL PASO II/III 

. Close Air Support· Sorties (Con't). .. . 

. DA'1'& TOTAL SORTIES LZ PREPARATION· INTEB,DIC'gION. SKY SPOTf[ . IMl®IATE 

27 40 

2S' 96 8 

29 74 11 

30 84 

·31 S2 

August 1966: 

1 37 

2 65 3 

:3 70 

4 ·55 

5 33 

6 41 

7 40 

S 35 

9 ,0 

10 .- 27 
. . , " " . 11 ..... 27 .. 

. , 

' . . 
12 13 3 
'. : : .. .. 

13 ,13 43 
.: " ., 

14 . '3S' 
" 

...... ..- . 
15 fo 
16 ,'30 

17 1'4 

1S 3,1 

19 26 

20 39 12 

21 1S 3 

22 ' '23 

23 22 , 
, . 

" ' 

" . ,: / , ... 
.. ' 

" 

36 4 

70 16 2 

.23 26 14 

75 9 

61 .1S 3 

17 14 6 

52 S' 2 

'54 16, 

3S 14 3 

25 S 

33 S 

36 4 

11 S 16 

22 6' 2 

27 

21 4 2 

10 
r': ') 

.:' t '. . 11 19 
" 

.' 

7 2- ~"29 
," .. ····7 ::' 9· ... ··.·,·· ~ JO.'., " •• 

'4 6 

~'1S 

14 

31 

.0' 

10' '2 

'22 4 
, .' 

'25, 2 

13 2 

13 

'20 

,; 

4, 

2 

.. '.' 

... ';' ':' ';."" : .... : .. :./ .. :, 
..:l 

," ',' , 

'. ' .. 
" ",I 

,', .:'. 

J" 
• < 

; 

.. ' 
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ANNEX K Combat' Operations After Action Report, Operation EL PASO II/III' 
Clos~ Air Support Sorties (Con't) 

DA~ TOTALSCRTIES LZ PREPARATION' INTERDICATION SKY 'SPOTS IMr-mDIATE ---. 

24 

25 

30 

7S 

30 

41 ' ,32 ' 

~~6' 
.... 

41 24 17', 

, 27 17' 13 '4: 
~ ~ ~\. 

':'1.> 20" 

2'9 2.IJ 

$0' 22 

31 35' 

Sa"ptember 1966:' 

1 i6 
'2 23 

'3 26' -

. ., 
, 20' 

21: 

" , , 

26,: 

20, 

'24 -
T6ta.l 395S 130 ' 299S ' 

Tot:al Tonnag~ (CAS) Operation EL PASO II/III 

HE ~- '1 S81 Tons 
, NAP --- 827 Tons 

CBU ,--:;. 171 Tons 
Rockets - ,1322 

'. 

..... 
',. 

v 
i, 

.' 

...... ':' .'~ ~ :. .... ~ ....•.. 
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COMMUNICATIONS TRAFFIC AND CIRCUIT DIAGRAMS 
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ANNEX ~1 Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation EtPASO II/III 
VHF Circuit Diagram EL PASO II 
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ANNEX L-2 Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation !L'PASO II/III I~~ 
VHF Circuit Diagram, EL PASO III 
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ANNEX 1-3· Combat Operations After Action Report, ·Operation E:t.PASO. II/nI 
Telephone Traffic Diagram, E:t. PASO II . 
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A~~ 1-4 Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation EL 'PASO II/III 
Telephone Traffic Diagram, EL PASO III 
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ANNEX LoS Combat Operations After Action Report,' Operation ELPASO II/III' . 
HF Radio Diag.:'3m, EL PASO II/III .' .... . . 
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SF U"Nl' Y ,,; --
ANNEX M Combat Ope)."ations After Action Report, Operation EL PASO II/III 

List of Commanders 

1st Infantry Division 
Division Artillery 
1st Brigade 
2d Brigade 

3d Brigade 
Support Commartd 
19tBrij 2dln£' 
2dl Brlj, 2d Int' , 
1 at. Sri, 1 6th Int 

I'i 

1st. ,lin, im.h 1M 

2d ~n, i~h tnt 

1 at En, 28th Int' 

2d Bn, 2ath Int' 

1 at Sqdn, 4th Cav 
1st Engr En 

1st Avn Bn 

121 st Sig Bn 
1st Bn, 5th Arty 
1st Bn, 7th Arty 

ath Bn, 6th Arty 
2d Bn, 33d Arty 

2d Bn, 1Jth Arty 
11th Combat Avn Bn 

" 

,MG William E~ DePuy 
cdt Marlin Wi Camp 
COL Sidney B. Berry 
COL Dewitt d. b'mith Jr" (/+ Jul .. 14 Jul) 
LTC Herbert McChrystal (14 Jul ~ 24 Jul) 
LTC Sp.m', S. Walker ' 
Col. 'trJilliam D. B:rodbet:l~ 
COL i<'reddie \'J., Grarnling 
LTC Richard Pri lia man. 
LTC Jack 15 Cbbn ' 
LtC tee S. Heh.~ ,.(2 Jun .., 20 Jun) 
LTC RUfus G., ta.~zell (20 Jun ~ 9 Jul) 
LTC deorge M~ 1pial1a.ce III 
~1{I,j ,John C. Blird (2 Jun - 14 Jul) , 
LTC, 1th-l.rrier $~ Goodwin.; . " , 
Vi'C Hlettiert Mcbtiryl3tal (2 Jun J. 2b JUi) 
ito l,e"i:lt> Rl BaUfuahn .,. 
LTC Robert t-ia.1tlane t2 Jun ... 1 Atilt) 
LTC Jack G .. vJhitted ' 
LTC Kyle W. Bowie (2 Jun - 14 Jul) 
LTC Thomas H. Jones (14 Jul - 11 Aug) 
LTC Elmer Do Pendleton Jr. 
LTC Leonard 1~ Le'lrfam~ 
LTC Howard L. Sal'gent (2 Jun "" 16 Jul) 
LTC Joseph M. Kiel'nan Jr .. 
LTC Harold G. Keebaugh (2 Jun - 14 Jun) 
MAJ John He Humphreys (14 Jun ... 20 Jul) 
LTC Oliva B .. Butler 
LTC Russel R. Curington 
1,TC Dayid C ~ Rogers 
MAJ Elmer Ha Birdseye (2 Jur, "" 2 Jul) 
LTC Carroll S. Meek 
1'1'C John R. ~1cGir:f'ert 
LTC Frank R .. Tims (2 Jun - 15 Jul) 
LTC Jrunes R. Koenig (15'Jul - 1 Aug) 
LTC Charles D~ Daniel 
LTC Gerald E", Robinson 
LTC Joseph B. starker 

'FOR OFfIC\AL USE ONLY 
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DE::~ARTlviEj;?r OF T:!E iffiHY 
I:EAlX.:Ui~ttTERS 

1S~ BRIGADE, ·1·ST INFAlITRY DIVIS:':Ol~' 
i\PO San Francisco 96345 

.. \ VDB-SF-O 20 '~\ugust 1966 

SUBJECT: Coobat P£ter Action ae,ort 

TO: ' Conmandillg General 
1 st Infantl,r Division 
ATTP: AVDB-T 
l\PO San Francisco 96345 

,. (c) In accordance with LACV D:'.rective i.iurlbsl' 335-8, the followl.."'lg .. e­
port is submitted. 

"EL "P 1\.50 II il 

2. ( C) During t11e period 091 OOOH J una - 291325E J Ul1e, 301240lr June -
13:l330E July 1966, the 1st B11igade conducted searc.h and destroy operations 
with the mission of' 10ca.ti11g; and c1estl"o:,ring VC forces and base Call1')s in .AlI 

. Loo ~.nCl. BINH DUONG Province XT8190, XT83901 XT8193.. ;~T~392, XT7684, XT7658, 
'XT5576, XT6.3S0, XT4044, XT4060, XT5041+1 e.nd XT5060 in the f'ollowiIlf; A01S: 

BLUE, BLACle, GREY, GOLD .. ;·ff.ITE, G:m.El~, an0. FALCON. The 1st Bde OPO?J) 20-66 
was issued a.t 092.300E JUl1e outlininc; :;>l:lns for the o,ere.tion. 

be Task Cirganizc'.tion C'.nd TO.s1:: Foz-ce COBi::.:'.nc:e:;.'s \-lere OlS toX'.ows: 

(1 ) ~. hase I (10-20 Ju."1e) 

2/2 In!', Lt Col J(;~ck I, CO~1.n, CO:1!:1a~1C1iag 

2/16 In£' I i.,t Col ~chal'd r::a.thew2.y, Co.!L1a.n.iing 

8/6 Arty (_.) 1/ Lt Col John R hcQiffert, CO;:':l.OB.nding 

1st EngT Bn, Lt Col Emue Sargent, COIJ1~lal1ding 

(2) fhase II (20-2/+ June) 

2/2 Inr, Lt Col Jc.clt 1 Conn., Corn. ...... "'ldillg 

1/5 Art,y (-L Lt Col David C Rogers, CO:'ll1W.l'ldine 

2/13 Arty (-), Lt Col Robil'lsOL1, COD.iJi;1.l1dil'lg 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR IN1E!lVALS; 
DECLASSifiED AFTER 12 YEARS. 

DOD Dli 5200.10 



<6NFI DE,VriAt "-
(3) .Fhcse III (24-28 June) 

. 
2/2 Illi', Lt Col Jack L Con.1, CO!E!w.l1cling 

2/16 111f, Lt Col n.ich~I'0. ~:.~t.l1&vT:;J.y, Co"uvmding 

1/5 A1·t~t (-), Lt Col D2Viil C ROGers, COlme.nc.ing 

2/13 Arty (-), Lt Col Robinson, Co;·'n2.nc~.ing 

1 st Engr Bn, 1t Col HOvlie St:.rgent, Cocli·:..?nclillG 

1 /2 Inf', Lt Col Richo.rd L PrillCI:12n, COl".lD.?nding 

(4) Phase IV (30 June - 13 July) 

2/2 1ili', Lt Col Jack L COnoL"1., COi:E18.ndil1G 

2/16 In£', Lt Col Jichs1.rc1 r4':":.tl1.i."'.v1Qy, COi:.E'.2.ndinZ 

8/6 l~rt:r (-), Lt Col J01m E l-:cGiffert, Coo:.n:>.ndillg 

C2/33 Arty 

1/5 Arty (-), :i..t Col DiWic.~ C ~:'ogej.·s, Co~.lc.nclil1S 

1 st EngL~ Bi.l, Lt Col 2".ouie S.:.rge;-.t ~ CO~:L'.c.ncling 

1/16 Inf', Lt Col l1ufus 1 j"J<'l.~;:zeJJ.,LLt Col George l'!c::llace, CI.ilg 

,b'J.I:CL.:...;.ulFIErr,1 
2 

". 
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3. '( C) Intelligence 2 

. r... EnUl:'.y'Situcti--;n: I!rovious. cf"nfirno(~ 'bcsOCtlI1ps·'Utilizce- . 
by 'Z'/2 VC II.Ogt between the :rum TIt.NII rule' l!ICHELD! i.~ubber I'lantutioM I 
vic XT5758, XT5767, XTp05~; ane' XT6067. •• nnjr-r in'lpriYinBtn1hltion con­
sist:L'lg d rico caches ane'. Co rcporto(' supply bD.SO containing 13 ·oillion. 
piost\';rs w("rth ('f. supplies r-n tho ~·(;s·t:. 5ic'.0 cr.Si~IGOl\; jdvor, Ti.Y NINH Prcv-.· 
i.'1ce, vic XT4456.t(' :r..T46J6t0 XT445/+ tr. XT4653. :.irstrikcs ill the) ar9ti . 
on 19 ~~ay 66, uncovoroc~ M. (;st:i!1..o.ted 200 trns of rico Il!K' .lerge str'rag() 
buil(~ings roK~ an cstJ.j~nto(~ 200 n<'<'itirmal trns ."\1: ricon 'I'his lC'gisticril.· 
bnse was rcportcc'. tc havo been cpcrr:.tec. by B-150 clon.cnt ·-f C:""'963 (ltECOrr ' 
Service Group .CCBVU) rulC' tho n.rcn 1·rn.s securer'. by appr{Jxiro.toly 80 YO.o ;'urillg:, 
tho porioc~ fro;, apprC'x:inatcly 15 Jun{~ tr. 27 Juno rc 9th r ivisi('n Units wOre' . 
lccatc('~ ScuUmest rf LOe NIH!! (XU728003) vic, GQ.nbI"C:ian br.rc~('!r : nne'. iri' ·~·r.i~~ 
ZorTE "G". Thore wes (;vir'c;ncQ th.!'.t the \~C w(;ro withc'.rawing tl',' rcgrrup. 
Tho "FC activity WD.Srcnowcr~ en )0 June when the 271st :i .• Cgt ,j,ttn.ckoc~i.·tir 
o.ml"rcc. coltD:m vic LCq r::mE. Tho rbvicus r("utes ~'f" withc';rt'owill wqI'c tlg~:in 
tC' . tho Tros t towar( the Co;nbr(' i~n b('rr' OI', pr:ss ibly thr01.1gh Ct!r1bN'in' tc 
~Tl'..r Z~n(. "G" ~272(~ cgt t-,C.6 susroetc(~ t,.. bQ'l()qntoc~ vicx'r604775 c't1"ing .~. 

'this perioc'. Th0Y "!OrO in C p"'siticn, vlherc.,nt"'thb ··tir.1C of their chr"rsing" 
so l'.S tr- ntto.ck l:nm Tl .. 'u.JIH r("ar~ '''1.' :.r~'Utc 'J3 bdwecn CH0N Tn;.}:T (XT7662) ant". 
iJ,J LOC O[T75r:a)., C(ns i('.orc(~· ('r(~c:r 0f cr~('pti(1lT , .. as tr o. .. ~tack C('Invoys (colurmS) 
on Hnm TlL'JJH :,.oa(~" :,.r.utc 1).; .::::n(: Do rcr:t~tc p~ssibility ".(> o.ttMking the" .. 
lIDTH TP":Jili base cc.n~, attl"'.cking .~ .• \rr!_tB :L.stl'.lh".ticns 1:.1 :J:l L0C - Qij.'J~ LOI 
l"'.rca. 

b., YC Strongth, :.ctivity, e.n(~ Situatiru )' UJ'ing the Opc:ratir-n: 

(1) Th<; 'Z'/2 VC; .. ogt withc~r ..... w to tho 'toat as in(~.iClltOc'., hoW­
ovor, thdr specc'. ('·f r:f'vw,ent .:-.llowo(', then t,.: cloal:' tho lIn!HTH:J,TH aroa ~f 
traffic prier tc the c('·nnit."1cnt C"f 'l:ihe 1st B<:o intr: k. blr:-cJd.ng/inte;&'ic"ition . 
role. Bc.so ccr.lpB wero l("c.:-.tcc~ ::in the erott es rcr~rtct. :.cp~rts nnc:' ovi-
c~cnce of <!ctivity rc· ... onlc(: th\.J 272 '.~G ;~ogt('i(' err'ss th(';l ~·.IGOn ;,.:i.ver into. 

l'lar Zane"C" liB pre{'ictor" in thr; intulligcn~o est:i.r..utc u . 

(2) The lngis tic ciJ. base ~long th,", S:.IGOf! :.olver' in T;~Y Nnrn'. 
, rrcvinco (~ic. exist. in tno tlrea,. Th;; 1ntclligonce rop,..,rtd (·f 1'100 all(' s* 
ply Cl'.chcs were locatc(~ in nuch gl"c<ltor qu.,~ntity tha.r.\ cstjJ-!..atO(~ nnr' O(,Tct:i,ng 
a larger area tran initi.::.JJ.y rcpr.rtcc'~ (SO(; rosu.lts). ve nctivit.y in. this.' 
area cqnsistcc: r:f c~ntt~ct with,sq'U.;;v' siz(; ()lcncnts in scvol"c.l1(!catimzs . 

s:irtultt'one.;u::.ly, haro.ssL"lg ~ctivity. such r.s sntpol."s: usc rf bnobytrape ane' ... 
ccr.~;·"D.nC~ c'.cton.:-.tc(~ ninus. :;;Vi.c\mcc gc.incc: iron ('.('oments· ostabl1snc.:c' the 
fact th~t tho YC were frr"!' Co roar servico socurit.y clcnont.. 

(3) Tho VC 271 !,cgt ,.,ithr' .. I"ot-l t,.,' ·tho 1fcdt ·0i')wt~.:,'(" 'i;,ho S.~IOOJ .' 
RiV01· Cona Cc;·,lbo<.:i::"i . Illoc;d.l1g forcos 1 .. ,1' tr ... ;."~f.. Cl .. cot:Jl't.::rod ulOl,:cnts of 271 
,dtl.,.":rc.uillG ~~C:: 'units 'Ll:t:> to :3n sizQ i'l"O:l 27 .. 3'"VC 'rtO(;t o 

(4) Tho 272 va ,.cgJ,.:, \,ic1S l"ct';i:",r~ :in tho gCTll..r;\l J.J:'Ot~; th.at·. 
current intolliScnco :inc' icato(~ the ckt.t1.ck 0r .. ()lOi'cnt~ ('f I r t B(~t, '!fic XT6S74' 
l:!Jl!H TH.iJnI i.~i~·':-'C'., l''t'.S c(mc:'\lctc(' by tho On'c..u'0 .272 rc i.~(Jg".;., The locntir:-n of' 

. the battle ere:! D.n(~ rrlltc ()f 1oJithr'r~w~1 welT m:.~c'i:ly t:..3 pl'oc;ietoc' by tho" 
1st Bf.o. 

::':':;' (5) l.ccurucy r.f. l.ltoll.i.i"onco ~ Ti'K in:tollig{;I1cc f.:,:-,:U"l.c(~ (~llri.ng 
the cpcrcti'"'n nne: prif'r t('ct .. jCi~ r)i1nscs [',yit. cngt'gc::icintE! by '1:·110 B{~o wero' 
quito nceUI'.:-.to" H:rW(;'V01~, t,hc :_ C.,::,'l, ;~i(Jll • n nunb(~r (.1' bn,3c nr'cQ:,; l'J:~r'unt' 
of supplies :me: CMhos 1'Cr(~ 10::' 3 -+.:.h:.ll tbe :l:,i;,u..1J.. q,t;.iln'dtlosi'0UJ:ld. Thore 
were Us" pcrir.G.e1 r:-f ti:'!.I; i'~"(r. 3-5 r'u.:,<> whccc intcllit:,t:.;n·~(, Wl'.S <;.rf 1\ nogativo' 
nature. Th<.l l.l.bility ():~ rc to C'.cc:o:i:'t('; frio:n('ly f!",J.'ccs aA t·~ their It:'co.tion 

an('~ intcntirn was ~)r0v(,m through0ut J~J:. 1'.1.50 II\> 

4. (C) Eission: Fr'Cl:: 1st Infantry~ivitJi("n Of'Oli! ,10-66 (Opcratirm 
l!:L h.sO II) (~ntci(". 30 i.ji~.:- 1965. 

1st Brig~.(:o: 

a o :~ttl"'.chO(' 2/2 In! :.-.r't"ivcl. vic En!H TH.:.HH (X't'636"'1). 

b. .i.ttc.chd 2/16 tn.t c':',':,vr..l vic l:nTH TH lTH (XT6367)" 

:3 
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c'. Hove by C130 o.ircraft tl l!ll'rH, TIIllH ~,irfie.lc:' on 09 July 1966. J/ .-;1 /t;.;;-' ~ 

(~~ Cr:nr',uct SI.:onI"ch mc', c~ostr .. y rp~r ... tirns in ... ,0 BL.CIe., 

,e. On ~'rc~or" crnc~uct sec.rch llJ'I.C' (~estr7 MI' sa.tUrp..tir.n pD.trolling 
r'porntions in 1.0 BLUE. ' 

f." Socure crty base vic 1!D1H Tf!.'.l'!H. 

g. } of err. lIDlH TPJ.t!H Airstrip. 

5. (c) C~ncupt of CporD.t1r.n: OnQ In! 3n secures l!ll!H TI·t'Jill ,'irstrip , 
r.nc'. ccn(:'ucts C"r1pL1.ny--tlizec patr~lling in the IJYH TlLJm :~ubber rlonta.ti"'n 

, r.nr' ·;.rovic~,e ;,~~.', One Inf Bn crnc'ucts sc..turo.ti0n pD.trolling in ~·.O B:U.CK tr' 
lecate, VC Forces, prc.'P(\rc tr blrck \"C withc~rll.lfnls frrr~ the r-T(Tthoc.st (S0tJ 
Inel 1-3). ' ' 

a.~ Fires ~ 

(1) ;.rty.: '/13 1.rty pr""i(~os a.Il,' c'''rc'.iIil!.tus DrtY firo'suppcrt,. 

(2) ".ir: 

(0.) rroplll.nne(~ requc;sts tc this Hqs by or.OOH ,the. f..ny pre­
, eor.1ng tho airstriko. 

(b), ~oc~iate requests: sor. 

,(c) :..rne(~ helicopters sUPT'':'''rt this, Clpora.ti0n as rc.quirer•• 

b. 2/2 Inf: 

(.1) Esto.blish Bn blocking p.r"sit1'·n vic i..rr675940. 

(2), Ccnc'uct scturo.tim pc.trrlling CI1,' search nnr' ('~tr,.y rpor­
ations in i.O BL'.CK. ' 

c.2/16 Inf: 

(1 ) Secure llIHH 'nr:l!H i.irstrip. 

(2) , rr0vic'.e pcr:inotor soc uri ty f, r Btry" C 2/-;'3 ;.rty. 

(3) Conc~uct cC1lpnny-sizcc'. pa.trols iri. 1.0 BlUE. 

(4) rrovic'.o l\ oinir:un. d 1 rifle crn~,ny tlS :~ll.pi(' i..onction F<7roc.' 

'....1/28 Inf: 

( 1 ) ! donc~ rHUOC V'INH bllS 0 orca. 

(2) Yivisif'n :.,cscrvc. 

f •. B1/4Cav': ' S·ocurc base c~r c.roo.. 

g. 2/13 •. rty: : irect Sup;~"rt. 

(1) l·:"v(.; 1st Bc'o T .. C CP t" Be'c bD.SO crcr. en 9 June 1966. 

(2) Frrwic'.c anf', c(,f'rr',inato sup:,r.rt -:-f 1st B(~c T:~C, cr. 

i. ' .'./1 ~r Brrr- Centinuu presont r~issic.n. 

j. .rlAt0C'n c'-'ntinuo prosc;ntnissir-n. 

k. Co~rc'int\t1ng instructi"ns: 

'( 1) XT80 3a.st-~;!cst G:-i('. l,inc is c"'rr',innting line (n" Firo l.inc) 
with 3f~ Bc:~o 1st Inf,:' iv. 

'~S1FmiJl 
~ ______ ~L.< ',<'_ 
:;' eONf&DENTDAb-

.... 

. ' 
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Jl..ll indirect fires 1,Jill be coordina'~ed through .tdo Arty 11m.· 

lleports: 

(a) Spot reports ;;t:;:~f) :;·cq,"l).irec1 011 En con1~~ct and ioss of 
contact. 

(b) COl]j!lE.nders! SITDEI' Bde !'::"d 1700:: ,,,-s of 'i500n. .Infor­
tl:'.tion I'eceived aftel' 1500 "rill be S"ll'o.1!1it"Gsd as a S~)()t r·3port. 

(0) S::_ttL::".tion reports :reuired 011 the hO\l.:r, 

6. (C) Execution: The Bde i::1iti2,tec~ O~O&j 2o-6C, O',)E!l'atiOl'l EI. :~ASO II, 
011 9 June 1966, ,dth Bde I.(s novi:r...e; by C'::O c.nd CV';? aircraft 'to M:C:-: TIiA1li~ 
Airfield (XT6367), closi:1:; :f0l"'i-l2.rd base are[), at: 091.325li J1:~11e. Gper~.ticns 
in ~tols D:r..ACI~, K'JU:E:, .:md GFEI (10-·14 <T~)ne) ",ere as follows: At 1007451:, 
B2/16 Inf located old foxhole enplacer,lents J \r,i C Xfr6'! 56()5 a11d XT595674, anel. 
destro;;ed then. Unit observec1 one (1) vc ~~c XT516670 at 0755L and e:lgaged 
witil S.·. fire. VC bJ.~o1~e cOl1tac.t 2.rK~ :C .. ed into ~:'Ubber, At 1008/+4[i, A2/2 
Inf :reported 50 VC XT6737L:D. Al,t:,· fire tV2.l':l plaeec1 0~1 te.l'get £end. unit c;ml­
c~ucted e. sueep of t~1e area th",t ::'8vea1ed -t;,l't:ces of blood. ,'\ see.re:'! crt· the 
area I..cntillued but t1l1it rB:~o:::tec. m:gative contc:{~·to .DG/6 Art7 was eJ,rected 
to move from hi' .. I 1;::::8 to mLU T:::"'l;; ::.nc:i,as E'.tt"~chec: to Bele. At 100G50:~, 
al'L2ecl fire teaws 1.'eoei ~re(1. SA ::ire '1ij.\.~ 1.:'.;'790.:':_61;. on l'Loute 13 'while COV9l'ing 
the convoy p :re sul ting in one (I) US l·nrA., GOl1vo:," encountej..·ee· on9 b .. "ush type 
roadblock and c1estl-oyad it resuJ:cinc; in .:;ne (1) VC lEA at 100935}I vic XT76'941 0.' 
Convoy closed. Cl~OlJ T~r~:'E'I 2.t 1Q1'1!,0l: vrHhout fu:;:'ther inddoll"t. .At 101320H, 
C2/2 II'l..f enge.gec1 2 or 3 VO vic XT715750 resul-t;inr; in one (1) VC KIA(:aC) 
a.ne:. one weapon Ca~)tul~ec~. 2/2 Inf and 2/'16 In:1:' COl:':G:.\enced S&:D opel'ations in 
AOIS BLACK e.nd BLUE rcs;:~~ti'Vely Ilt '1107/.5 C'.l1ri r-a:)orted nege.tiv(3 cont<lct. 
Bet"reen .t).le ;)el~iod 111505~: - 11-16c5E the f'OlJ.O"rill~( incidents occ\.u.~rec1: . 
.A2/2 observed. und el.1[;c.e;ed 3 VC vic :;;:'1'690740 but. l~st contc:.ctiThei.'1 VO dis'Jel"sed 
"nd fJ,ed to the ~,]'cst.. C2/16 In£' ,\F::>,9 d:1.:;,.'cctcd t·o nove to I,C;C 'L'iIl'riI b:r OV2* uir-

-"J .., "' J ,. t· .... /··'8 " " . ', . ,,/.. " C"1 ,'.£ (, ).or ~'OSf:.20_C en')..I.0Y;:ion' :'.::1 &:., ... ~ ,L·t1~· . .:'.}~GC_ C\ 0PO:;'4f,."G::LOns,. .-... 21m: iN.S 

c'.il1ecte(~ to 'J?V~ end OCCUl'3" ~)of,it::'~,)~~8 vi<:;.jL:-;~: ~C:,:~~:E Ai~:stl':l.)? .:'.l1d con,,',uct 
C,UbuS:1 cnc.~ s;;:l:;ul'<.:.tioa 'i1trvll~ng ·Yl)Ol~,hon.s '\ric; t':J:: .. :: T~~:..:r'!E .dr::'iclc. o 011 

12 ,:TUlle. J3t:e clel:ents conduct()c~ CO.:·C 2.l't.~ . '2i:.I'~,0Dc.:.2~e 01 '~'ureol:nol C',l1C: eC'ui')-., ~... " 
j;!e:'-tco:1C,U.ctcc~ loccl : ... :.:t.l'ols C.l"ClUld -V.le b8fh.' ·.::,:-cr'.. Tj·:,.e:r(;l i-h".S De(l;i..'.t:i.ve VO COl1-
~jS'.ct c~Ul~inC th0 ::?e:doc1. ).t ·130907':'(, A?/:~ :!.oc,·'t.e3_ <~~,1C: <.;los-cro~r<od a V.:: be.sa cc.rlp, 
,;1orkr positio~ls~ r..:1d. trcHlch 'ro:I~\ vie j~'·i.:S:j5:Sb:2,. ,-.2/?. rc)ortoc: 2 VC ~,tith steel 
l1eli'.ats end. 1-Tec1:?ons c~t 1309:::0 vic ;:'C61.~;?6·)2} :)V,:'ilt.,od as VC fled illt~ j'llllgle £'l,ne. 
b:,:'o'!.m co:.lti~ct. Uni t "'2.5 c::i.:roetc:c~ t,o :r.'O·\:".'J:'l.'. ·t,n i.1n b<':f30 c.ree to "::repnr0 '1:.0 con ... 
duct ['.n .::i:l:' ~ss,-'.u1t ij1"~o I.~~ 3US_::.:'· (::1'6:;::584.}0 .'t 100S'/!.OI:.:, ;~'<:/i6) ·t-r=:a c1il·octod. 
to j:ot1.:trn -(;0 3:1 tk·.SO '~";.'J.:' to ~)C Gi.'.:,:)::,.o:\yUL . 1,n .,n :S:." ~'ie Z?7.385!l2.. ..:Hi 101 03Ci, 
A2/16 pickeCl 1X) 0110 (1)' VG.:; y~.e ::~T'7J6~i/:.,~. 2/2 :·;:If C()':!.'.";:'J.ccd coooc.t cssault 
r.t. 131130;': ::-';'2.:1 c10mK'l. }~:3 r:::, 1.,.i22s::r '~c,c.,r;·;:tL .. L. ::1'-'2'1:'.t/."10 COl!.t~'.c: .. :'. DurinG t~1is 
·"''''~·;oc.'1/'j "j".;:> '~"C~ J)'I/)~ I\.·~~t··- ;y"~r_. --+.t···('·:--l':·":·: "l, ... , "",":" '~,,:., .C"l[~ t'·.o·,r"·,·,·tnc.~ h""'J."J~·?t •• JV .. _ '" ..b ... _.&.. ~ •• J..l.. . .. _. _ .... ~J,.. ~ • .., I' .• ..... ~ _'W ./', • I.' J •• _u ~ .. J __ ... .' ... ~.' ~_v ,... y __ ..-. 

to L!J vic XT73G5~.2 •. ~t, 1.31 ':5:r~: o.:1d 1315!:,,5E r8spcctiycly~ B2/16 COr."lCllCCrJ.. 

hclii1.i:ft into J~Z J~T73G54.:Z ,ct '111~)35}:: .'.:'.;'1(. uC'.s dtc.c'.h,:d 'to '1/1 Inf tl~)011 closing 
r~ ~. . "0" ,:)." 'C-' """"'1'1;,. , """F-" (' . '1" .,.) '" ,., l.t:;l e v.L:)Ol~2.",",l.O:'1S :L~1.L'1. • S ,WJooL· ... J.~'., t,lJ.L '.I iL..t j (:.!.'lC~ .oJ..,~.lJ~~.' '. ~ L~.",,'" I I d lir.!.8 1rleI'a e.s J. o_~o'W's: 

1l~ Inf Co~,l!:1cnccd. SeIJ o:?Ol'C.tiO:1S i;.t. AO Bi..OOD at ·;,/,.Or:,L~J]) :1:'O)C:rtillg neg2.tivo 
COl1tc.ct c:md retuTl'l.ec1 to bo.se, l~:-:Ll) cl~.IL:_"UL;.:~}I. ..3;.2/]6 and D1/5 j{,rty novc':~ to 
l).11c1 ost~bliahcd no,,! "'_~L~ty h'::.S0 vi.:,: X'l'T3>54C -v.rhlJ.o·t:.(j .:L;:c:Lioi.l·t.. ki.:, 1416041I, F'lc,t 
C1/!.~ C['.v rocoivect 3A fi:'o :i:'_'(;i.l b(;t:~ f:li·~.d of :i·,;:; .. cl 'i::'U,3 r,:ovil.'E to secure b:;"idge 
vic J~T7C5557, l0~c1 t~;:;.1c \01,::5 dOX)t.i:!CL·. ·'.,r;,~':'~ :i_t :·1:.t C. 1';1:"':.'.0 :;:-08L''.ltlnt; .Ln 5 us l/i·::A. 
A-·t..,. "'il~ "'::Ie: nri"~'c lij·(;tOu:r.'3''):i.;'r.-·c'·''-:··'Y'C·''''''~:·· ' .. :,"':; c'" t,c.:;-·u.;,!~ ':';;"0"-: l·CS'l.Ut-':r'> ? .... c.~,. ~ c..,:~.":,, ..... ~ .. ; .... ~ ~);, :'~f'\': .L ,,\~t·~i~·~ ~ .. ~'··::·-~·~.1·~'~~ .. -~~.. . 6. 
:1...11;6 1. ..... 0 VC .L~1~1, ": • .l.;. .... ;. 1 Iffix':'\J_\.<,/_._ "',/1::.(, '. ~'. ""', J-.,' .. '.1. }r,.(61~ to j.~.:,: ~~~~ ct 14121 J.i 
c!..osi:1e ~~t 141700~:~ C.:,1C~ llC:J.·,:: ,'.'1::-,;.:(::.,.:;"': r,,' ,': :'~:':(~ l'!~':·:·' Ji~h>;. ,:)J..S,:I:i-on or securing 
3e. ;';::1c b~'.so c:,.r:~~.. At 1) 14i ('C.. .0"1 /:~<:; .;:;> (;:) :.vc/: ,: ;'.,1 ""':L': 2. 'boel b:~7't;.~~? vic ;~T793t.J7 

. " .... j.1C: 2 .. ~; ..l'~ fro',"]' Sl~ f:J .. :c~o C'..11C: ,:~ CC·,:F:;.,"'.11( dato:·.r:.·::·:)C~ ~~:.I ... :~;·:.'(J:'~~fl v:t:,::.~~T7923/!~5 ~t 1 ··:16.t~6H 
'1 "., ,., t .. · .. ~ -.... t "' '." -·C···.:<'1 ." .. " ~." ..... I .'.) C) /j -]' r" ')/.\ t.. ";", t ,-" '"t .' W.Ul.u _ C " .. d.llut ,Q .c.'.,,-,- ..• -1-'1 L)_.~'·" , .... ".~)." l; ' .. :'; .-., "-'.1 .... :,_. ,,, "-' OO •• (,,,lC t.,..." 0.1. C115,.ve 

s6turc.tion }?c.trolllil2: :1.:1 r'.S8:i.:::.nc:.:~ ~ '''Ali';'>, c.~'.1 J;"rxctiiJ n062.tiv:.J COl1t'.~ct. At 
151655E 32/2 loc2:bd :.'. li'·::'Sc.) iTC "n~;.; (!::.t~p v:lc -... 1'690:55'1 cOl1sistin~: of 15 buil- . 

. c.lings s dOClli2cnt.s p Q:1C~ llU:·::"G.-.~i. S1X.::,~: li~)G .L.Ll l)uild.:l.;:!..':;s llorc dostroyod c.;.Kl ot::~er 
i tct~S wC::"C oV'::'CUi'_t.oc:" 0;::,1 t. Ju-,.~.,: r.~, Oi:.OU ~1!"S" ~·).·i /28 1-1<'.5 .:-.ttc.cIJ.cCto 2/16 Inf . 
".l1d CO:':;')CllCO(~ St.D \)f ::>.ssi::,'.c." ·:-.1'()';~ Qt 0';:30 ::;:'3, o;~/2 locc.·~Gc: -tuo (2) VC base 
c':-'::.:.~-::s ::.t, 1613'15~.: c:nd 16n)Ji: vic ~,::TS785/:.o :'nd 1·:'1'6895L,7 rc;sYJcct.:l .. voJ..:r. ;;;~so 
Ci:L:'.;:-: vic :~T6e954 7 S~10"r00. s i&:~:8 of' j.' .>.:;; .:.:n:, l.'.so £.:rid CO:1't~·.i:lCd coo !CCc. rico ~ fresh 
foo::~ ['.'-1(1 2 E.O 11 ::o-.:le-r~:'.do :lOi.'t,:':,· l")'!::llC~8 0 Ar:. i t,),.-'.C3 wo:<;oc 'l::stroycd. A2/16 
c.:'-·))tu':;"'cd O:li.i> 7CS vic ;'.T6!,1bS9 2.'c;61:.:45~:: 2.n( tU'-.·l:Q( h~.\., i:1 to Delc Lvi tOi.~. 
,~t-16P50": ~"I?c" 1, ~t·v, ,."~' ,.~." """.~"., .. ;' -" 'h",i .,~ ·0·": f' , . ." 1, i '~'l'6176cO _i. .1 ~ .. ~ __ I, ,·.w (Ie" '-''''. , .• 1' .• ,.~sc_ . .J';v- .• I) _J·.u ... ,C .. · .. s (.""~<' ._O.,Jl.O ..• 03 v C .(. . :I. 

. 
~ .... , . 



_ .. _-----

. At 170953H, llo~on :LIc.t 1/2 In! ['.pproh0~1C:cd 2 VCS vic XT755585 c.ne, VCS \-:ore 
processed th:..'ough intol:.igonce cl1r.n.nels. All other units rc:)ortocc ncgc.ti va 
cOlltac-c, o.ft0l' 0~;:tOl1Si va :~,c: t::,'oJ.::"ij:).r.;; C~tw.'i;.lC tho c:o.y. 011 18 ,:-.nd 1 ~ Juno nll 
'l:L.'1its l·o:po:'ted negative VC CO!lt<2Ct. On 20 Jt'.l10 , Bdo T1:.C Cl) 2.1:,':: 2/16 In! 
novGd to DAU TIEl'TG (Y..T4947) to cor.:ncnce S&.J) opol'.:tiollS in t:12.t 2.l'OiC.. 1/2 
I ,.. ( ) .' , t h ' • ·DT·"'T"C' V···· .,.. . t' C1 /~ .. ~ . t" , - ~ ... ~"t:' :ill - :'o'Gurnoc, 0 one o,-:'.so J.n .l ;lul.; .L,.:.'.~ ',lJ. ,,1 4 .Ln:.: .,:10VJ.:lg 0 ;.J."_' .• ~.;;, 
to secure 3d Bd.o buse C.:lDl'. At 2109091:, 2/16 Inf li:J.j,1dodon .LZ RED vic J=T4.70515 
o.llC~. conc~uctod 0. l·t.id. to seize c. VC rice CC.C}lu vic 1..T41-..7537. B2/16 c.::'..~tured 
Olle (1) VC D.l"r:lcd "rith GOl"T.lC.l1 :r~USCl.· rifle vic }~'l'45S52~ =.t 211C35l::. At 211045~I, 
~~2/16 kinCt~ one (1) VC 'lie XT/:.69512, C.;.lC'.8.t 1155 ~ll'S located :xnd c~ost"'oyed 
2. sc.:I.1:.~;·':1S vic XTL:.70512. B2/16 0l'l.6:<::.&od an Ul.1la.10\OJl1 mmbo:..' of VC vic XTLI.58525 
:;'or:nltillsin 2 VClu.A(:aC), Li. VC ICL(k'oss), <:;,n A~~ we-:,o11 Cc:1C. Silo <:nr~o c.:.~.'tureds 
:~).Il. :.:,(;j.....··:l4. huts o.nd tUl.'l).10l s7stcm. Uni t c.lso locc~tcl:' c..ne. d0St~·oycc1 D. 

... ,.<..:. roo!:, uid sto.tiOLl ,2:1d 8.l:!W.O 0.:,:02. u:1:i.c;:), cont.::'.il1..)\"~ 16 rds 7 .62 c..;:~ .0, .~~ lb 
0;' ''''?~ 7 :'.or.l0-nt1.c:o grellD.dos, 2 155.,);02. rds, o:::>orc,~c.il1G tc.blc ;mc.o::ygC!~ iJ£.sl:s in 
t'l,J ;1".'.:;:; vicinity. . i .. t 211322E, A2/16 loc2.toc~ £'.nC', cv'·.cut..too. 2. HctCl' )?U;:1P v5.c 
vr"Lry1~'" At 21·1"10·' C"/11. 't ~ 11'1"'" .. ", · .. ···,.·"T / 5555., , ~ •. ,. _: ' . Ill.... .) £., ., 0 COnc.,\1C Ur.. 1e l.. :J..::'c, J..11.0 l.w J . .l.i:!., . .. ,,,"~. .I ;:-.;:lC. CO''::'-

l:lCnC(.C< :·~~Ne'·.lont to Cbj 1 (XT.' .'7537). C2/16 locdcd £1.nd CVc.cu.:tcd 9.625 tons 
of l'ice in V2.rious st<':c;os vic XT447538 2.).1d dostroyo'. it 011 22 ·JUJ.10. At 22082.m:, 
:'2/16 10CL,t, -;d c.;'1d dost-royed c, rice ccchc of L~20 tons vic XT1:1:.7537 Ii .A2/16 J.o­
c~tcc1,,-nc~ dostroyod. Co. booh:/,ttr.::>pcc1 g;rClic.c~c vic ~:rr465523 9 :3 s;-.~:lpc..llS C:'1C~ 4 huts 
vic XT4655,'23 .:.'.nd. 3 h1+ts "\ric }rT43552L~ c.t 220852i~. C2/16 J.oc·~:tec: <,n(l c1ost .. "o~-oe. 
4 tons· of 1"i~c, 1 00 ~;=3 sl10cts of tin vic :~41:.5550 ~t".~1 035E. At 221038E, 
A2/16 locded. end c:ost:;,~oyod 1 hut vic XTL:.S55~. 2/2 Ill! U.:S ,".lo:;,"tod to ~.love 
to1Z l'ELL01rl (;~'I'L ... 1552S) cae: COI.1nonco('; lilOVO::t 1131 h~ .. s. C2/2 l';lOV0C: to vic 
J..Z J:lUULE CCTL ... 1 0565), B2/2 aovod D.:1d seized objectiv~ 2 L11e.A2/2 socuroc1 A2/13 
-"\rty vic XT408515. At 221201i=, C2/16 l"ccoivoc: S.A fire vic XT4L:5550 ::·cstl.ltinS 
ill0no (1) HH.A. Fire w.::s r:eturnod, :::nd so:. ... rc11 rev?(=lo(~._;:?e;c.tiv.c_~~~su~t~. Ol'l 
23 Juno o.t 0615. lu:s ,B1 /2 Il1fcoD.;':2cncoc~ Dove fron LUGC VL"" to j.:..Ll'~.· T .. 51.iITI 
closing ot 1035 lu's. At 230820h, A2/2 :in! .. "ccoivec.~ 10 rt1s S1. fh'o vic :L::T415526 
'.'llC~ ,,,'1··'cu"c:. ~1··'·' J."'·i'~e on t..,~,r,·c·+ ····0.., .1"4, ..•. , SU')··'··"·'" ,,' ·l·,,,,..,tl.·v·' .... '·.0'·'+'" C%'l •• .. :"..tk. <.J .c .............. _ ~.t.;:..VV I. • .,L. t..-.. , .• .J..,J-.u ,;."J.\",;I-;I~\.." •• , J,vv .... ~ .a.'-'~~ .... ~e .~~ t' ... 

locate::: p.nd e~cstrcyud thD.tcho(~ l'oof ndedc.J. v:i.c XT~.ot559 O.l1(~ :(oco:~c :.1c..t 2 2 
loc:.:tcc1 cnd dostro~"'ec1 1 h'll'~, 6 - 5 C;:~l 0.-.J.1S of -cobQcco, .30 [t Is s£:uco, nne: 1 ton' 
of rico v.-lc ]~T406512 c:t 2,301L,0:::: ;';.:'ld 2.309CG!: rOSl)octivc1:r • Lt 230S'23I'i, 1>.2/16 
locc:tod 1100 to:ilS ot rico ;,,:nc~ 5000 she~ts of' tin 'vic :=Tl:J. ... 75L:.3. While destroying 
rico C£1.cho, .'1 Co l"ocoivecl 's£' firo fro'~\ ostii:ldod. 6 VC vic ZT44754.3 \-111ich :'0sult-
00. ill 2 f1"iQh.l1~r iJHA c.nd 2 VC :·:IA(loss). At 2309.30=:, A2/2 10cLtoc: ~'. VC-crc.ining 
[:"'0C. v:i.c XTLI.05529 cont,:ining d.oCUl:lonts uhieh 'Toro oV2.cu::-.tud to 'Jdo S-~~G B2/2 
lic"te,-,~ t:;'1d. dostr07od ::. h1.1t contcini:~G 2 t:·.''llck tires, 4 tr,".c'':'or ti1'os~ one 
3/ 4 ~~Oll tr_~iler cn( n 400 g.·lJ.ml '(':'."11~ Hi tl~·. 75 g.-.l:.o:'ls f.;~·S .. .:-.t 230930? 'Vic 
XTL~06517. At 231300E, B2/16 ()ng~G(;(: C.:1 t:L.'!.J.C'lC:·r.1 :,,:uDbo"-' of iJ'C 'Vic X'J,'4l/j544 
,. , Jt ". ,. US utYl\ ' 1 VC ";-1 (- \ 't ?"1321'''' 1 t·, , ... , . lWJ.ct. res'U._ ce :J..11 ') . VUl.<. ,.:1C L:. . V'I A .t'oss). 1~ _;; ';i" oc,:. 0C C.ilt::. ccs·-

troyoC'. 2 h':"1C:CC.l·ts via XT/I.53550. l'..2/2 c1QSt:;'~O:7'.JC: :,·:l::.too!".-.sizod b2.se Cc"1; V:·.C 
~~TL~12533 "ith 15 fo:±0105 .:'.nd 50 bUl1'·::; .. ,s D.t ?31359:~. At 23145:;;i'~, 32/2 dos­
t~:oyo~1 2 lxuts, 7 - 50 lb s ·.cks of :nOUl· ;:11(: 1 ton of rico vic 1..T405~;1 0 <::11(.1 bo\)­
b:~r "i:.re.,s 011 ~'r~'.ils lo<:c1inS to ;~.uts. B~/16 i· ... rJvinc tiJ ;~. (,ILl •. C::'J.'L:.53553) r-..:c.::iv.:.:c. 
5 US ~;~IA Ql'ld 10 vlr.;;.A f:.011 c. VC Cl,~Yi.10l'O vic :;~T/;53550 C'.t 1615 l~"s. Arc£:. 'I:T,:\S 

sOI1I'chocl but l'ovudoc~ J10C-.ti~TC j,'c':sults. At 1710 ;'11"6 C1/2 Inf cl060(: lfi!.:·;~ 'l'~:J>Ji-
., ' .. '" / I'" . -r- - .. r······ At 240 r "r"·r B1/2 .. 1"~' 1 t . 'i'" .... ·'~LOH (",no. J O~:'lCl, 1 2 ;1]. nc .L,.;" .I:' •• !!... b. .... ",,0· ... , . ''','' S ,'.:J..::,· •. J.:CCOc C v:-~c .,J.!" .::!..L.. 'II¥ 

to c.SSUIle t~'10 mission of soc1.u'ing A2/13 Al'ty. ~2/16 .. 'oeoi vee: sl':i:,=,,,r £::"j,·o ,: .. :.~c2 
:dflo ~'ron0.c:cs vic }~T455553 rosulting 1:1 ono (1) if:!:. C.i1(~ 0:10 (1) DCM. Unit 
retu:;,"l1()c1 fire \'Thic~1 resul tocl bono (1) VC I:IA (JC) o.nc: t~').o cc.ytu:·o of C:i.1;) chico'.:1 
SliG .' . .:.~'SL~1. At 21,,1000II, o ..... i!:.ocl &'Ul'lshi~~s r':'cQivod s;~ fh·c f::-O: .. 1 vic ;~T/':.2.3517 
1I:1ich rosul tc.d in 01.10 (1) WS .. A.. :81/2 disj,x.tch(;c:. i.'. :x·.tl·ol to check tL.o t·::,";,,:;:-. 0.nd 
patrol locc.to(~ t'.n:l destroyod 5 :'lUts c.nd 1100 lbs of rico , vic ~:TL~21506. 2/2 
Inf cO~1c~uetod 2.il· D.SSc11l1t into 1.:::' ;: 1:'7 clcsi:1r; ::-.t 1107 l'U's. U~li ts cOJ,!1;.o~lcod Sct.D 

. "':.·, .... t' ~ ... " il"-I/? • .. ·:l~" r1 '-: j"t·""- ...... r-~ ..... ,·;--1 ...... -t:J ...... s ... ~i"") ~·:c ~)·r:'J5Q."":"''') ·'l~c'n opc .. ~ ..• ons .... n'-, ..... ,', J.uc"J..vO .... · .... 0_ -..1. ~.J.1_ . .l __ •• v ,:Ire.l .... C.'" J. __ u v~ "-I.~ /.1:>;; ,h ..... 

Nsu..ltoc~ in J '·E::A. A2/2 rott'.l·noe. fil'O witb SA firo. Az-tiJJ.ory 'irIS fi;~;;(l in 
sUP:::jort 8.l1c} ~:11 ,-.i::strilco HL.S c;:.:1J.oc1 i12 tv S1.1.~): ort Co A. 132/2 D.::-.;lcuvorc;c~ to 
oce'll: .~. blocld .. :1G )os:,.ticn but l:l'lC~"; :10GC.ti va cont,~ct. .At 21:.115.5r, ;:;1 /~ c'.ostroyod 
0 '1'" (1) """" ~'1' .., .., "'0'1'" 0'" "J'CO v··c "'T'lO"OO ilt 1 / "'0 ';"'5 ",/') -"'~"""(' .,.,., ......... ...:! ...... v ...... G. ;J.':'; "" J. \;1 ....... J.. ~,. I: .: •• J '. ""1. t:.~.) 1",L. ,.~~ ... , .~.. ..... ... -~ .. ·.r u ~ ~ .. 

t:L."'lla.l01f.c1 "mb():,' 0;;: VC pcsiti(,~ll,,(: in fo"-·tifioc. !Jlulb::s vic XT1~5J'57o" VG b:i:'c~w 
contc.ct. £1.t 1630 1 ... ·5 .::nG B2/2 cO:lducto0. S(l,:::;"C>. of ,,-roc' '::'4C'. GC;StJ:OY0C, tHO (2) 
bo:::.ts 1:.5 t lo:ng lJtlt COt1.1c~ :10t rO-0st2.blis11 CO~1t.:~_Ct. ..:-~(;ti011' l--0S·\·ltocl ill 1 US lG1~ 
'::';'1d. 5 WIrl~. VC Cc,S1..1C'..::'tios U:.ll(l10\-l:1. At 250522E, 0: VC cl'"JrQO:L'O \'[;:5 (.oton.:too. in 
B1/2 und A?/13 Al~tyJS RC1J :-osition, vic ;':T40951.l, rOS1.l.lti:1[; h'l onu (1) US :mA 
~'1'1 ~ -.. 003&: '''\''s J·,,·· .. v .. "'·1"" -1""0'·' P1/? 'lrr"···.. "0"'0\.·1 - .. :: 'T'''' 77 j, C7502 b';;' ,_, bo"·b~rtl""n (.. •• I...~ (..;.v , -" ~!.J. I l".L.u..>J~ J..Y4._ ..... l.. .. ~:J .......... J.v W \.4.1..~ ~L;\... _1.. ......... _-.. -' _ ...., '" '--:..-..J 

~s '''''It h·",,·., S"·""c'l· .~",., (' ··S+·~O'7 O''''o~'-tions i'l 'SSi''''lOC "·0'~0 'I.2/? lccct00 2.l1c3 ~ \,.:..L • ..a.. -..".."c, ......... - \';" •• _ (. ..... J.Io.!. • ..., """.j .--' _ ..... '.J ~. 1... l:'"' ... _ ..... ' ... - -- ... .. 

dustro~·od on..n (1 )25 f-t boe-.t, 300 lbs· of rico <:.nc: tuo (2) 7rf notol"S ucrc O'V2.C­
UJ.:-ted G'.t 250S55h. At 1C1225E, ':'.irst:;,·i1.w COj.lC~tlctec'. vic ::T/~00500 j,·()st'.lt,Jd in 
nULlerOtlS SA ':cls2:oi~1g off ~ secoj,lG.c:l':i ~=rplosions C'.l2C~ 12 huts destroyed. At 
251,9L~6I~! ~ .. ;J2. ·i.:-.·f :·~e .·~~!:-r~ -) :.~ ~ ~ .. ' .... ~ .. :::·lt.., ~ ... ",.\" ... ., -r-: ':; ... L.··, :;'C:- ~~·osit,i--:n. <'r:J.i.ch 

k 

eONFCDG!~T~Al _ .. 



:' ,.~ . ~: ' . 

..e;:(O~"QfiD~N~ 

resultec: in tiu~oe 0) i·ITIA. 2/16 ;~;~i;e~:l' 20 ?l('.;;'L~O;~ .:t11c1 3. nOi'tar ~..!!f!:~ . 
:AT451551. VC b::oke cont.::ct at 16~5H and t'll.:Lt. pu.rsuec. yc, out lost contnct~ . . 

. Actio:1 resul:ced. in 1 US I\1A, 7 US UI-Il.. p 8...'1cl 1 VC KIA (DC ) <'.nd 2 VO W(}oss) •. 
2/16 Xl'll' racei vocl an nrtEle:.:':,- S!10:,t l'ot'l~din their RON position vic. AT4L~854a . 
D.t 251S15H. At 2610.30H, ;"'2/2 sic;Mec. ::.:nd tDbushed. 7 VC vic. ~:T45C56L~ uhicn 

1 "'" ,. ,,·VC "'or:. (':'C) ? --n --A(F ) 1 P' 7 '1 "'c'"'6" ,. ",'es1l..LI.lOC~ J.j.1 .<. .u.J' •. :J,._ V'J lW. 'oss; ~ .1..\ ,2.n(~ - I /~ ueI'l'-<"'.:1 J.'z.user 
Lodel 78 co.::-::turcd. E1/;'2 Inf loco-ted 10 ~OllS of loose ::iue in a hut, 5 booby­
tr2.:Js ene, 118W t:;r:·;'e &'Teno.c.~es vic XT/:J.351 J c:t ::261120E. Grr-u.aC'.es "Tare evacuated. 
to Dele 8-2. At 26115C;:~, )J1/2 receivec~ SA [\1'1(1 Av! f'ij.~e vic XT43S513, fire re-

.. tUl';.led. Act: .on resul'tec'. 1.:1 one (1) f:rie::)(~.ly Dati. Ene:.1? c,·.sualties unknov.l. 
'.;'; A-t 2012YH, ;)1/2 received. SA fi:;;'e vic Z'1'L:385'1.3 , Ctl'I:lec1 t: .. ::.:e tenns i.me.. 8.l·t:\r 
", pl2.cec1 fil'e on ta:i.'g~t Hi th un:'o10¥r.1 VC ca.si.1.al ties. B1/'2· continued to Dove cnd 

c.t 261340I'! 10cate0. nne dest.roy·:x~ t. be-se Cc';:!':) \.rit~,- e~::tensive bllil1~ers and for­
tified posi t:i.Oi1.s vic XT/!J851 I,. ~r..1:L1e ':~8;:;t.r'oy:i,l1g bl.!!."l.:ere , '(mit rece:i.vec. :..~:Ule 
gl'en2c~es m1(~ SA fire l'GslJl ting in 1 DOi': a:n~~. /. ::cieilcUy 1r::::l, fire lT2.S o:etUi.'"llcd. 
C.;.lC~ tl.ili-lj pursuec1., cont2.ct \J"-~; lost at, 261 )05£~~ Artille~::,:~ fll'e 2.nc. e.irstril~e 
"'e .... e 11la.ced 0::'1 VC Oo.SG cc~r.n~ Sei:lrch of a:,~en :;:·oVG.s.lod l1oco.tf'l!e VC c£1.sU<. .... lties. 
At 2710Lr5:~:, D1/2 received SA 8".li))e);' fi14 e vtc XTL:.00500: l:l~rtaj: ~mc. al'ty fire 
?le.cecl on tarGet. /1.:"0(1 so:.":·clle(~ :r'(; voo.J..(;C~ s)lt .. ttered 1:>100(: trails 1 traiJ.s were 
i'0110";T8(: :.:>ut I-TOl""llost c.t :~'71 ~ 35'=. L C::'47 rd.,. ('l:".::ft :ceceived 2 l'C~S ofgl'e11aCeS 
end 15 rds of' cm'bho nrG 't:1J': :,T/1JI-S5"31 ;J.t ~rr[135::.. A::'"'i~lecl fire te2.l:ls fired 
SU··:·· .;.OSS~l··r' /.';·"es .. " ... (~ ~?/1'~ "":"·.r:'10(~ t'l" .... , •. ;,.:, '(.V~+~1 110' tr't':"·", '1"es,,";+s l't ._: •. _\;' ..1- ... 10' J._~ c..."" ..... J..J"I \..1 V·_'.;' • . ,_~", _ .)1 'i,;;;: \,.. ..... \ ... ,_~ .J._'-' __ ..:>c .... VV _ 1 __ "'. 1. 

271£,.32:::'1 B1/2 :.~eceivcc1 snipel" fi::-c fro::.J. vic =:T/;-05505. ~!.O.L·t':-.J: fii..'D Ql1c1 
direct arty fire ,,"-ere )l;:cod on to.J:got and ~)l~'t iTL'S o.iS:,x2tcl-!ec. tv search aJ.4 ea. 
Ilo.:i;, locded 2.ne:. destl'o;,/ed 1.1 tons of :cice [mel 2 huts $ b1..~t didj.1ot ~.:'<1kecol1tact. 
A C1f47 e.ircraft e~'"tr2.ct.ing ti~, .1it 2. "ti:ee <:'\1.1c:'. C:"'2.si.1ed v:i.c 7TL:415/+3 .:..t 271520h 
"lhic:.:. resulted. in one (1) ~C~A e.ne. ,:i:';:·c:i'.:lft tot,.~.ly destroyed. Other crew metl­
bek·s. "Tere eV2cuntec'. fo!' hurns •. On ;?S J1l11S ~'n. u:.li ts conc~ucted maintenance 
of equ:t:,ncnt c:.nd ~Je:,,'solrJ.Cl in base c2n~' ~~k·00.S. :;cle !'ot'LU'11ed' ·cobc.se c.::u:;, erec,' 
vic :?:iUOCVIi:I-~ at 2917L:5II. i"t JO'1530E, ;3(',0 b(;~:aa pl,'mnil1G; for conti11U£1.t;i.on 
of Ope:;"utiol1 EL fASC :;:j:. At 3C:1625E, 1/\ In::; (;o:..ld·:lctG(·~ ><.:l1iborno i.'1.ss2.ult into 
1'· Bi,UE (XU670r S5) "Jith A 1/2 t:o',ing to .):K~ ie',: C lrin:, OD,) CJJSC5005). Unit 
roported neg-!".tiv·3 C0j.1"C2.ct. Lt .301650:~, ::/~C In:c on.: 1/1:. Cev(-) bcc<1ne Opem.I 
1 st :Jde Hitl1 2/i Is i.1Gving to vic :·:2" -:':-:S110V (n'? 2801::;) ,,:nd 1 /I., C~V (.;.) 10cateC'. vic 
XT7~.3S7.3. On 30 July~ at 1 OL!.O::::~ '1 st .'·d6 "2.8 (:~irectocl to l,!OVe to QU.A.:: 101 
(X~e8170) l':m( QSSUl.'.C control of o,:~e:;,',,-t.io:c<' ·l.c. 1.>.0/.:'( LCC/QU.i1.1T JOI c.rea 1/4 ,. . 
C<".v (-) .:.nJ ~/1S bf bCCC.E::> C.ttc.C~!.OC'. to 1st :::(,,: wit:.:.1/2Inf 2.nc~ 1/2G Inf t-rl1o 
\,'C:"O 2:L:;.'lif·~~:.!J:::' int::l Q.1LI; LeI fr<x: t~").ej_'.~b<'.se~~ _'.t. rlilloe VI!:".:~ 2.l1d GONG BE rcspec­
Jc.5.veJ.y. 1/4.: G2.V(--) Q':lG. 2/1[; InriG c.ction (Bet'no of BH 69 }~Tn9S) took plo.co 
c.t 0900 hri:l,'~.30 JUllO m ' Results C!f batt!,) (Soc :ncl L~ _. Ikttle of Eli 69). Bde 
issued OranD 22-66 to O:)8:..',:t·LO~1 1:.1. rAse' E ','1' ; ,)'-0.1:"-;--966, a.'1cl beg.-.'l1 co:Y..:ucting 
0;>e1"2:(' ions ill the QU.iVT LC;il.i.~: Lee a::..·.)<l.. .1'. ;'. ()! 0023>, D-: /2. rece:i, ved ono (1) 
~;}IP. and ,,'to C-z) '.::-:11. f~c'O:.l ~~::. !:.rt:'" X"'~: t:1':. t \-[8.8 :(':U~C(~ L-;,r f:.n l0.1.VT: :1?d the. t held 110t 
bGen coo:r·':~in~:.to(i.. Lt 010Yl'7L C~/2. Infj''::'lY·,). :""1:'C~S <..t VG TlOVCL'10nt vic XT676946 
with 12:1~~'C\,m ros·u.lc.l3 .. ·j /4 C.,.y(':') i::ld 1/;~: L,:'.' . .iL~:CC~ 1.17);,1.; C;b}:~C~jiVG .sOCCER .. 
(ZT67/}998), !l'.t 01071ni 211G C!/2 socuro(~ IJ;:; BI·UE fcn4 :i:,no c.l·:,:'iv<~l of A2/331u·ty. 
At 01 08.33::-:~ .: ... ~: B Co 2/18 Lu; on ~:.('lc1r.i'-1g.'osi·Lion ')OHo-O (XF709011) located 
20 norc VC 0··odios G.nc~ J:1os)it.i'l gJ.'c.v,:,,<:. (1;(:':[;-;, L()~~~:'_'Xj 'UCH'-=: l"OLi b2l.ttl0 conducted 
by 1/1:. Ct.v O~ll 30 JU110.,) ;;j2/i [; ]. r;C2tG~:,-:::C,.1.C.1y.dz8:J. base c.:.:n:r vic XU711J.o17 
",'1::c1, cc)""·i,,·-t..,·, 0':" 01",1'0"'< '?o,,'"'ol'''' t···I"'" ,",'" .. ;. ' .... · .. ·:,0··:'(:;·1 ... ":1"': I., ·":c~ii"J.·O"·~.!.~ .J..... _ .1._.;:).... ......1..... _. .~_.l..h •• !. '~/:: ... _ J;.,J." v $.) , '" .lJJ-._ .... lv.·. J,' ,I.,.; "" ...... ~_ .. .I.,;) '.......... u ...... __ J .1. • .\. •• 

gr.:'.vr.;)s nt 01 )OG5IJE. A'~ 0110)£,}: 1/2C em,,;w:;i;o:' \r~.J.i":C'::'::i.C c.ss<..,\uJ t, and secured 
Objective Ei:.a£SZ31tLL (X'l'623(:S~-:) 2.!L 80C, '.- 8. :,.'( ,__')~~H:',Cl b. th:.t ,1:"e.. 131/2 
capt.1.~·c(: ::)1:'0 (.:) 7G i·rIA ~.r.'l':;;' jl.~~··~.7 \10.";;:0:,,1 v:,.· .. : .. C ·.7 c;; 01 '! ()3'7r~. VC str:ted 
he is ',e:'lbor of -1st B'L ;2.'ist ~.~:..g~, !~,'; ;~r,," ;:/i( ',-"J"),.:,·',cc co~!.solid..::tod VC 

·bodyco'Lll1t. at 11(~ VC ~~ll~(13CL ~ '"';0, ".;:1C 'i:r'I,:,s;;L At 011217;:: .A1/2 
cngD.gec"!. 2 VC ''fic:. XU622002~ v·(~ ?L] c'.,":' \.'>·~:·l.Ll', : .. \:ithlJ:c}g2.tivo results • 
.At 011500E~ 01/2C obsorvud ~2 'iT(~<:: X'T.'6t. . '.'';1J(!(, but {'c,iled to ostab-
l ' . J. .• /~~. L , t (~" ·r'·''1'' . /. ,(.(.~ "+, " l.sh co:~:tz:.c". 1-1.'; ~.0 c.J.1:n,1)',~·,.·.:(, ·W",.:: . .' 'lJ 'i . ..- "n(~ .:.; .. :.,,-I.:.~, j .';::''1':'.':)(. i-JJ...,,,1 grcllaQeS 

buo!- no '·'0"''''0'-'' ht 0'1"1·0""'0"" :·","·.r.,·"--,),-,,J";n-, >'0';' .• "."": ':'.' .. t ·"O-J.~'" ':J,,..t cf () ,U \J (.;'c _':''''i 8 c"";'; I J. ..... ~J L -".~ )_ I, :..../ ... 1.1.,/ ...... 1. ..... '.~ _, " .••. 1 .. _ \..', .... I:..... V .A c ... _ .. 

20. i.1il11 rice c,~!:'ryi;:.G (ot.til 1.;.1 :2 r.1:::'~:'1. b:c·OU)S ·~,.c: ::~';'8 ",o,;u)ors 0::' 50t:1 Co, 5th ::311, 

4tj,1 JWA ?.cgt st=:·~.:::'(d10d c.t l,AC": DA, At 0'1 161G>;,: P,·1/2'.\ Ol'cr:c,gcd appro:: 1'0 VC vic 
XT61 0990, VC broko cODtD.ct at 01 0715E.. );:1 /2}j rc'~,l,j_vcc, one IGIA ru1C~ 3 l·J'::·A. va 
ce.sw:.1 tics v.111movm. A,;2Cusb patrol 1 /'?.t5:- '(;,;lc;2.rc;(3C~ 'mlcnol.Jl1 nunbcI' of VC at 012015I-r 
rC5ulti.l1.g in O~lC friendJ.:," ['[:./1., VC cc.su.?;':vi(.!:";"l';m(1~,i1. :Ll~cid(mts occ\ll~ril'lg on 
2 July 2:!.~C £1.5 fOJ.J,01"S; At 0550.;' 2/1 t, ~U: "US ·~2.kGr, u':"l'.:loI' fire e.nd at o.l'pro:lc 
c6 CI n01.>~t:;; fLo ,r.s !'ocoivrad follO\,lC'·;.~:)~.r D. sj:··m;1(:~ c.tt.i:'.'Jk fron tlie NOl·t~l and. 
Nortb"ost. Co i. ,Z; C c .. ],(,:~. for c.:i't,y p r,i" ,,2.1 • .'.:1 ';',""~~'('''' f5.ro tUi'llS to c.ssist in 
rO'JellinG the cstiL~.:.~to( VC 3).1 forco. ;'.r,;:,. ',;. 5 .. i.2 cod l.~" VC r utes of "Ti th- . 
dr~:HaL 1:.t 071 O~::, ::3c1.o co i',lOV(X: "; /2:: Inf to vic J~Ut:.o60·j 9l".0 sup;.ort 2/1 G Int. 
Cont.?ct w.:!s b:cokoa 2:t OSOS:: ':'.~lC: rc::a:0.h w(n~e; 2'; ·,C :~:C.(BC)p Lt..0 VC I~IA(Poss) 
d'LlC +'0 ·'.1.'L'C(t'(''Us ;,J.ooc:. tJ."L.il.S lc:,(2j.n~; ,r'];'C',-c:' :~,;r:L.\c:t,(yq 'i '':IT'.·' •. ;C:;.1. n;G! 
i (:~l':.~n·-·'. '·.-~·.">':n·"'.-;. ~: .,...... .. .,", ,.,,' ,.\ ' ~'.s,~n;~~·~·J" ~)[-: :'·,.:t·-.o, 

------------_._----_._._. __ .. _ .... __ ._ .. __ . __ ._ ... -. __ ._----.-. ---_ .. __ ._._-,. 
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12 sets web geo.l', 2.nc1 1 'uckot of l'10c.1ic.:1 s'\l7y-·1ios. At 13L~OE 31/28 ccptured. 
one VC vic }~U59f.025 and loctltea. 2 VC :~E(BC)"; - fZ"cshl~~ du~< nOl~t2.l~ positions 

I:;· :/ 

'5 1 • t' d ,,, . "" , . t' . .~-1 /'" (" ..." c: ~ '" .. 0.nCl ;!O,c::s ,no ~. grena Les. ,·iJ.ll.C so<:~rc.lln~' .10 2.:;,·OQ, .1:) •• :.(..: 1'3CO~VOC, ";r~ I~Z'C 

i'roa unknown mnber of VC Qt 1J!.00 hrs. Unit l'otu:;:ncd fL·o <1:.1C: C1/28 1;[2.5 novod 
to <:'. blodtin.g position. Cont.:ct w<:s lost 0.t 1417 ):':;"5 .:·.:lcl B1/2C sui"fo:.:·o(~ Oi.l0 
WH.'1. SC0.rch '\oms conducted of the c..roc'. at 16.3C ei.ld si~~ fres:lly c~ue. er·.'vcs .rit:l 
VC bodies were loco.ted vlhon Bn closed ~i:; J.OSE vic XU590036. 2/1[' \,',S ,'::'~,roctGd 
,0 nove to QUfu:l LeI and closed c.t 1 '7'1O~:. 2/'2 inf bec2.ne C~-CO:~ to Iido 2.~1C: UC.S 

holiliftod into !..Z PIN:;~ (XU59.2025) o.t 1720 E. OJ.1 3 j'ul:;", 1/2 :enf co;:no:1cod. 
o::,o:;~r.tiol1s in. AO S~IL (XU650060 Cei,ltd:'" of r::'(,15S) 2nd rc;?ol·tod no:o:~tive contc.ct. 
,'\t 0307591':, 1/28 COi:.1l.i1cnced ·.·10vcr.1l10t to Objective 2 (XU6170l;.7) c.nd O'bjcct.ivo 4 

:~t;rv:f) -;,,.1 ?/2 l11.f i.'.oved to Cb,joctivv 1 ~:U61S:032) 2~lC~ Oh"cctive 3 (}:U632035). 
o,~:i~·~L~..t... .. ;..:)~.lZ rc:?o~ ... tcd locc"tL.i[5 fl"Osh:~:r c~u.e: fo::::r·.r,:Jls or gl"QVCS C012tc:lllil1g 

. ~;'2.l'I.C12.Ge~~ .:loilC~ their :J,'out.:;s to Object.ivcs 1,2, 3, 2.l':c~ L". 1/4 C.::.V(-) 
\)ctod' '.l 8.l"uol·od reCOll 2..101115 ~~out.o m.'.::,:&,.K -Go Qbj ecti va SOCCEJ.1 and j.v-;uto 

.u t , ~.~i ":ighHc.y 13~ All UlLts l~Cl)Ol'tod noc<~tivc cont.-,ct (:.ttrij,lt the G.,.'3~. 1.11 
lL'l.:i.t,~ ,:"Lm'i.lOd to (~U:·~j} LOI 011 L., July 1'150.: Bdo olOLlcnts cO:la.ucted o:i:tonsive 
p2.trolL,~;f; opoz"Qtions, L1D.i~ltO:lc~nco 011 pOl'so:'1.1101 ::'.ne: uquil)!:~ej,'lt ::~'Ol:l t:.:.", )o::iod 
t,.-6 July, '.-doth ;'.11 'Lmits :;'·\;~~Ol·till~. llog.::tivo cont.:'.ct~ 0:1 6 Jul:' ... ~~.:. ~~0.30 hJ:s~ 
Bdeisauec1 orORD 2.3-66 (OI..:n·.i.!.:IA/EL f.P.SO II) Hitll t:18 ruissiol1 of ij,liti ... ~tillr: 
o::-,or2.tions to luro T.lejol" Viet Cont"fol'cos to unbus:1 ~nd ~ttc.ck US forcos to ' 
ene.bIo 1 st Bde to destroy VC fe:.'ces b,' ofLnsivo .:ction. kt 071300E, 2/2 Iilf 
infiltrutocl toHIJIH THANE Pluntr.tio~'l b~r CV2 '.:lQ U::1D 2.i:;.·Cl·c..ft llith Bn closillg 
ut 071821I~. 1/4 c~v (-) securod ~~\lY 13 fOl' novo of G/6 Art:,'(-) to Art:' B2.sC 1 
vic ~rT705817. B1/2 socurecl the c.:;:ty basco i.t OlS0915H, 1/2[, Inf cOn<2ucted 
doception l<:tnc1ing 0po:·atio:'l. The 01)joctivG of t>o sL.lUlded cSs2.ult \·I.:lS to cause 
tho; vc to roc.ct to tho r.ssc:.uJ.t, c~l·mr:1.ng thUD iIltO th,0 !dJ.ling ZOllO of tho .2.ro 
J .. iGh.t Stl·ike~.ihichvl~S cOl1ductoc~ ;:t OC1100:'-:. C1/2 Inf c~.:.:;:;al·tod ;~UAlT LCI Hit!'l' 
K:.W~J l~.::~C 'Tl"OOP nt, OG10L.,7:·: c.nd joincc: 115 Arty(-) 2.t .ot1110L vic 11.1:; LOC. Oil 9 

'JulyBdc Coui.;lcncedOpCl"o.tion l·.:lrE;WJ./EJ~ .. :..80 :C::. (S0G :i:l'lCl 5, E.:\tt1~ of suor 
LAP JAt 1 00123I-1 ambush l::latl'ol 1/16 raf ki:1J . .:..c1 ono VC ,,:nc: CV.:7tiurod his \-1oipon 
v~c XT641766. 1/16 rI'lj'cOl.l::~.ollced. SI?D OPCl1 c,tions 2.t o635H c.ne. L~t 072L!."r1 C1/16 
ongc.gocl an cst1l:1utocl VC sc.U?.d vicXT63L~766, resulting in 2 ::L:A <.:..!.C'. 12 [[J:ijl.. At 

.100755:;':' B1/18flus:.ednn ul1Lnowi.l nu::.!bor of VC vic ~T652739. VC fled tm·!2.rd 
1/15 In;:: l)osiUOll. B1/18, ct 100£:25E, 10 c='.toc:. D. VC Bn 1:>2.513 cOwIJle:: vic 
i~T659750 ul'ld \:'lLlq,OC01'l"~ilct "lith c.n C.:1~"1~O:~ VC SC;.U2.C~ rest~ltinG in :3 VC ~~l[:.(BC) I 
1 vce, 1 iL~,1ca\rbil1.0, nnd 1 - 60nu wort .. '. .. • sight. A1/16 loc...::cod n VC En'-

"siza h:\so cOWl.:;?Jcexvic J~T7L:J:.775 ,·lith 1'l:ur,20l'OtlS Cl·Oi.k'.dos l,hich1!Ol'O c:ast::,·oyec~. . 
, Whilo c1ost:.·oying bnsc cor.rple~:, B:l roceived. fil"e tl~O'J. c.t least t\-IO (2) i:~G I sand 
,miostinatod. VC plc.toon-sizod i'ol"CO. 'TheBll co'~.x:l<~nc1o:..· 1'2.5 \-1o'tl:le..ocl 2,'C this til:lo 
G~l'ld J"~wconl'j~:l'lY l.l~S Ol'dOl'od to oo.c ',: off to .--.:;':;.01'/ airst:dkJS ;..LllJ. .:rt:r k hit 
objective .:'.:.0£' .•. 1/4 Cav(-) ,1/2 L1i', a.nd 1/;::8 :L~1f l"Cpo::.'tod :1ezctive conto.ct 
c1Ui.'ing tIled.:>.? ·On 11 "Tu17 c"}.l lL1its reported l'loG'C.tivc cOl'ltnct for t~loporiod. 
il~lC: at 111230H, t.ho ;Jclo i"c.icl tribu·cc to '£"2 lliYsoon by posi tim1; :lg the Be:.; colo:-5 
,:~nd. ~"'11 honor e;uQl"tC r;].;;-.t,O,.l Cot thQ b.:ttlc site of 9 July 1<;66.' Tho Bl·ir:;.:,.do 
colors Horu diPl)c.d C:uril~G t~:'.e 1).:'.ssing of TF D:"·c.g()oa i.l hOllor of' the v2.1Lmt 

'non of Fr .. S, B .enc]. C '!j,'oOl:lS, 1 /i.~ CC'.v, B1/2 :Li1.f. (;;.1 12 July 3d..} conductoel CQrc 
~'.lld J.:k1.intcL1nl1co of oqui;;jc.ollt fOl~ c.11 'Lmits. A~,l 'l.ll1its ):..·e:;::::;·e(~ to roturn to ;'. 
t:l0ir 1';;5~)octivc b,:;~se c~"';'1ps 0:1 13 July. ;'J(~O i~qs :".:1C~ 1/1 I"1i' conc~tlctud d.l·lift 
by CV2, C1 23: e.n(R [J:~1 D uircrc:ft to ~ ~'])CC VE:~~ co· ''..:(;nci:'l::; d 130[::,30E ,,:11(1. closing' 
E'.t 13200C:.:, ·GOrI1Ln::-.ting Gpol',~tiol1 EJ, 2ASC :c.:. 

7. Supportir~g Forcos: 

(1 ) 
t,,··~· ~l'C +"·'~C (3'" uJ. " '-> __ • Ill. .. \,! • .1 

D8/6A:;.,ty in CS. 

This orgm:>.izL:tio~l cO~lsistcc~ of l'.:0,:;'<'::('I.1;,1'tOl'5 ':.ne'. Sc .... V:'.C0 :c~t­
i'irill~ bc.ttoj,·ies U'$ B~ (\1:.l1 C) uith "C2/33 , B1/5 dkchcd u.'ld 

(2) B:1 DOVOe. b'" C130 /. ... ,,1('1 CV2 d~·crc.ft 'co ,:,;'Cltl'i LeI Airficl,,": 2.:1C":. 
1:. t.Ol' '0',- C:'1.,7 to 1': ,.:::l~ 'l'Rlli::-i Ail'i'ielc':.. D8/6 Arty novod. b'~;, .. '0,::,(1 f:"on :.-..:~::: :.:::::c to 
c2ty h~s(J vic C;:OI' T:'I.!":'~~-I II ini ti2.lly • 

.. . ' 
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8 
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- /bl 
105v..Ll EE 13,634 

105Da'tJ1' 426 

10Snr:l. III 122 

1 5 5r.l~J. ::E 1323 

(; i11C}:1, ~!E 1552 

Totc.l E&I i·iissio"1S; 2803 
Totc.l fropo.rc.tioi.1S: 62 

220[5 

37 

1;::.2 

152 

., 110 1662 

. c. US Air Force: In SU;JJjOl"t of Opcj,~CJ.tio~l EJ .. PASO II (9 Juno. - 13 July 
1966) c, tot.::.l of 189 stl'ike i.;issions Hore n.moffi by 1st BdG FAC's, rcsultiilg in 
a totr.l of 543 sortics. Tho FAC :Jilots rim·r 0. totcl of 21:.5 nissions i'Ol' 417 
hours a.nd 35 Dij:!Utos clircctin~ tncticc.l airstrilco:3. Fizhtorstrikes e.s i'ol:!,cws: 

9 J1.'.l1 66 - 2 

10 J1.U1 66 - 4 

11 J1.111 66 
, - ::> 

12 Ju."1 66 - 2 

13 Ju."l 66 - 3 

1L~ J'un 66 - 4 

15 JWl 66 ~ 4 

16 JUll 66 - :3 

47 J1.'.:.l 66 - 6 

is Jm! 66 - 1 

is Ju...'1 66 - 3 

~20 JUll 66 - L~ 

~.21 JUl'! ' .' - 4 00 

'.' ,.., . : .... Jun 66 .- 6 

:23 J t1!l. 66 - :3 

.: 24 JUi.l 66 9 

:.26 J1,];'1 66 - 6 

5 

5 

21 

1 

27 JU1.l 

2C Jm1 

29 Ju:n 

30 JU:l 

1 J'u.l 

<. JuJ. 

3 Jul 

4Jul 

5 J1.11 

6 J'ul 

7 JuJ. 

b Jul 

,., Ju.l 7 

10 Ju.l 

'; 1 J1.11 

.. i'" 
I {,', ,Jul 

13 .)u1 

TO'J:AL~ 

US Co,rbinc 

S,A Hc;::.pons 

<7 

66 - 3 

66 - 6' 

66 - 5 

56 - 5 

66 - 6 

66 - 10 

66 .- S 

" '2 00 - ~ 

66 .:. L~ 

66 .. 2 

66 .. 5 

66 - 6 

66 - 20 

66 - 12 

66 - 8 

66 - 6 

66 .. 3 

1b9 

" 

~~----------~----------------------------.-----------



/7.2) 
1 

.3 

1 75i:El I:.ccoil~ css llHlc 

1 

1(s h56 ASSi.1ult ::t::.flo 

16 

10 tOll 

1 

1 

.300 Shoots Ti11 

2 7 n:' l~otcrs 

1 US .50 Cul HG , 

5 

1 Hvy }:~G Obioon 

1 lit Chioo:.l ~!IG 

2, 

1 AT J~Gul1chor 

2 

b. EquipI'1vnt Destroyed: 

g Arty Bds 

2 cnu 

1/2 lb TNT 

4 

1 .31 Cel riG 

2 M53 LNG 

6 Chico~-.l I.liG 

1 .45 C2.l Fistol 

2 

8 Chicon :.kt :L,<.'.U:."1chcr 

19 l"Ools 

239 g~nc. Gron:.:dos 

flo-,n llkts 

18 

'0, rds 

10 



1'1/ 

,,' 

2 

2 

25 tons 

1579.5 tons 

1300 1bs 

300 1bs 

2750 lbs 

.15 tons 

1000 tills 

30 /!.::1 

1 

11 

5L:. 

75 

5'7'20 Sho",ts 

10 

1 

900 

20 

15 

500 

8000 

1 

5 gc.1 

1 

500 lbs 

5 S,ools 

1 bc.g 

:210 g.r:.1 

P~OitF>'~~;4L'1Y4IT . 

11 

2:75 inch Uleta 

.A:f lanes 

Stolt 

Rica 

Flour 

Too.. 

NOOC EON. 

Fish (in Kegs) 

Driod Fish 

Serclinl) s 

Tobc.cco 

Eoapite1 

·Bc.se Cmps 

Iluts 

1311.'1.1::e1"8 

Tin 

'firos 

::':'md Cc.rts 

Biayc10s 

3/4 ton Trailer 

400 gal T Q.llk 

~.:Crose110 StOVOel 

Thcl~.u.oS Bottlos 

Bicycle !i.cpc.1r Sh~p 

(}!.ltboc.ra. ~:Iotors 

Fish l';ot 

Tooth Pc.stc 

Tooth D:.:'Ushcs 

i'lotor Oil 

p'. 
'.' 



1 

1.3 scts 

1 

c. Fri~ndly l~ssos: 

7 JU<.l 66 

10.J'1.ll166 

11 Jun 66 

'12 JUll 66 ' 

1.3 .Jun66 

14 JUll 66 

·15 Jun66 

16 Jun66 

.17J11.'166 

1S Jun66 

19 J\ul 66 

20 JU.;:i 66 

21 J\.U'l ;,6· 

.. ?2 JUl166 

2.3 .ju.."'l 66 

24 J~l :66· 

27 JUll 66 

28 Jm!. 66 

29 J'\.'1166 

.30 Jun· 66 

1· Jul 66 

2. Jill :S6 

.3. ,Jul 66 

4 Jul 66 

5 Jul 66 

6 Jul 66 

7 Jul 66 

8 J'\.'~. 66 

~)RC 10 Redio 

vlcbbing 

Hod Puckct 

o 0 a: 0 

5 000 

o 0 0 0 

000 0 

o 000 

o 0 0 0 

4 000 

o 0 0 0 

o 000 

(; 0 0 0 

o 0 {iO 

000 0 

o 000 

1 0 0 0 

19 50 0 

70 0 1 

27 2 0 0 

16 0 0 1 

c 0 (" C 

ceo C 

c (' 0 0 

118 170 3 

o 0 0 0 

41. 17 0 0 

o () 0 0 

o 0 0' v 

o 000 

o 000 

000 0 

o c () 0 

100 22 0 0 

____ . __ ~. ___ 12 __ 

UNCLASSIFIED ~CO~ ~~ Dr!NYBACl: 

• 



·,1 •••. ' " 
':. ;", 

~OA! F: 1: t('.c '~.{ ;~ . 
, "ff- 1'v -

10 Jul 66 13 2 0 0 

11 J'lll 66 0 0 0 0 UNCLASSIFIm . - .. 

12 Jul 66 0 0 0 0 

13 Jul 66 o ' -- -9.._ _0_ .. JJ __ 

TOTAL 351 65 0 5 

d. l~ricndly ~1.::. tcrial Losses: 

Q.,uc.l'lti t,r 
--~~ !~9P. 

4 Tc.:1k~ i:i4SAJ (Dcm.c,goc1) 

<j Tr.n ',c~ }'U>(A3 (Dcst,:oyccl) 

$ h,PC, H~11J (D~::1.C.god.) 

7 APC, 1111.3 (Destroyeel) 

e. EnC!.!7 I .. oescs: 

J5IA(BC) 
Cr.:>tu.l"GO, 

D~ laAl?osJU Y.QQ._-- !Q_~ -. -- .., 

9 JUl'l 66 0 '0 0 0 

10 Jun 66 ., 
0 0 0 I 

11 JUll 66 0 0 1 0 

12 J'Ul'l 66 0 r' ' .. : 0 0 

13 Juri 66 0 0 0 1 

1/~ JUl'). 66 6 <"' 0 0 v 

1,5 Jt.1...i 66 ;< 0 0 0 

16 Ju.."l 66, 0 (') 0 5 

"',.., I. Jt'ln ~)6 0 0 0 0 

1[ JUl1,66 0 0 0 0 

'19 ,JUl'l 66 0 0 0 0 
,I.' 

20 Jv,),". 66 0 0 0 () 

~!.1 j'un 66 2 Lt. 0 

22.JUll 66 0 0 0 0 

2.3 JUl1 66 10 18 ", n 'J 

2.L~ JUJ,,, 66 11 ') >', 1 

25 Jm'!. 56 '7 0 ,) (I 

26 Ju.::.:, 6,6 :2 11 () 0 

27 Jun 66 0 .0 C' 0 

28 Ju:.l 66 :2 17 1 0 

2<; J'\.u,! 66 0 () 0 0 

30 J~~~l S6 195 150 1G C 

1 Jul 66 ,0 0 0 0 

GONFIDEi\rfIAL f" 



~i 
~i • 

~ ......... i 

'---'" 
.'-../ CQ~iE.N rIAc:· -

2Jul 66 .32 4.0 1 0 

3 Jul 66 0 0 0 (I 

4 Jul 66 0 0 0 0 

5 Jul 66 0 0 0 0 

6 Jul 66 0 0 0 0 

7 Jul 66 0 0 0 0 

C'. Jul 66 0 0 0 0 'J 

9Jul 66 235 300 r· 1 (> 

10 JUJ. 66· .3 0 2 0 

11 Jul 66 C 0 0 0 

12 Jul 66 0 0 0 0 

13 Jul 66 0 0 0 0 
"'--

TOTAL 508 5L~8 32 8. 

9. Adlilil'listr.;. ti vo rktters: 

C'.. Adl11inist1'.:.tiv~ plena 0.11a. prccoc~Ul'OS \-Toro i..'.cloc:.ucto. Tho utili- . 
Zo.tiOll of Al"Dj fi::~cc1-Hing cnd l"otc.ry-wing c.irerc.ft tOl" l~osup~"'l;~ gro['.tl~T c:\ssistccl 
i;'l the l"r.pid responso to known roc;.uirCr.1011ts c:llc. cl'l.c..'lgcs. c.uo to tho t.. ... ctic2.l 
si t'Ui:: tion. . 

(1) Supply: 

(Il) Techniquos or supply usod during tho O~Jo:-c<.:t ion 110:L"0 of 
throe typos: 

1 iul cverc.go of t:u'\;o (3) CV2 drel'c,ft \101'0 utilized 
dc.ily to deliver supplies to the fO~lC.;:'C. rose ~ro.::s .. t r..iIiili THiJlli, DAU TIEI~G;,. :',' 
nne ::,u .. lB' LOI frpIl Drigo.de c.:.ld Diviaioll 1I)gi~ticLl.l b~sco ~t Li.I raJE, 

2 lUl c:vor~:gc cf 8i:= (6) UH1 D helicopters ,"or.:; nood to 
doliver daily frOll forwc.rd baso arens t: :light defonsivo positions. DUl"ing 
tho ccrly D:)rning and lcto cltcrnC\)ll hc.urs arodnUi.l effcrtowlls pkcaC: ';1:­

cril"·:'cticllS Qf Uli.11CCeSSo.ry cCiuip1Km.t of m .. ght GCfC:1Si vo IK si t1':l1s • 

.2. CIJ47 hc1icOl)tCl'S 1-10Tu used to .doliv01· the c.1'ti1101'Y 
ru:'Ir.1U:1.i tion 111 tho fOn18.rd i:~rtillc17 b.::S0S. '0::':0 circrcl't \-101'0 used 'll'honcvor 
lC.l"gc L7.. I S \-1~ro not c.vo.i1oblc to SU;.:l)O:L't Ci:J4 7 .:.:lrcrc:ft. 

(b) During thc.op~;t"'!tion$ 'c.pprox 125~OOO Ib~ cf l:".t'.tc,r:kls 
c1r.ily to il1Cludo Cless I-V e:1C: nc.il, W01"G do1iv;.;rod b·- CV1 ::il·cr;;:~i't. An 
U::1.Getcn:unod ton:12.gc of c.r;~Ui.li·~i0n \-[.:.5. deli v\;!'cc: by C:T!~7 :.::1c1 liiI1 D nil'crc.i't. 

(2) ~icintollc.nco: 
nttach.)d u:.lits. 

(c.) Co D, 1st Lcd B'l, 1st J:nf j)iv, C1101"C.tcc: ,:s "- po'.rt 0f 
tho 1 st Bde T ...... sk 10'- rec 111 su:.':.:·ort of OP':::i."C.tic..;2 E1 i iiSO II. 

(b) Tho rlo·~:ilL.l sup::;~rt U.l~5.t l.l:;v,:;d £'rGil fLUCC VI1L~ ~~JG 0212]Ol-: 
J'I.(I. 66 1.1tiliz,ing 2 C:'47 's c10s; .. l1g t;.1..,; r .:.::"U:-:1'C: h:: SQ ~i.·O':: .::t 021630H. J ul 66. The 
'I.1.11it set up n. eJ.onring StC.tiOll lolM.ell \-1C.S :;p0J:,:.tcd 45ninutos c.ftor c.rrivQl .:'.nd 
bO~·C.ll rocoiring pC.tiu:lts r.t t:1.. .... t tir:o. Grc:UL1r:1 0v.:'.eu.:,.tL:1 f:..'.1;-.' this f,~.cilit~r .. r'::.5 

l'l',·t foC'.siblo and c. HEDEVJ.C hcliccl::tor "1'·:S (.)1 2/.;. In' stcln(~-by .;.t the loccticll. 
0:'1 S J1..U, th(); r,ED ft:.ci1it~:.- OJ~Jc1"ione(.;c: '-::\':;:.35 eo.s1..'..:"'.lt~· sit1.'!. ... ~.tL:"l. Cc. ·,x·.nci."1g 
at r.:~,::'j:-:'~~ 11;54==, tIl.:; fc.cility j;'oeoivdd 119 ~m,EA, " i;~jUTY-, 19 EnA, i..'.:1G. 13 
iJJ.noss ·o.-:ti ';m~(is \L.'1til 2';:1'~~·c.x H,;OE. Ev.;cu·~.ti::.:l t·: t~10 f'.cili t7 ,,·.s 2.CC':);.:'-

P·1J.'S'10d ~~'';'''"'''~'1''~ VJ.'~ ·:'-i'i'~D.~Vf.r.. 'n r .1 ';c r ,,,,+·,··s ~.'11.":"-. ,··;·'"I····'~: ~s···-\st~ll·C'· ·~r.······ ;;sl';c'L,ii • i.l_ ..I..i....... ..... _ .... "' .. .t.:J. J.:.I ... J •• '-i_.L. . ,oJ vVJ. \,1 •. _ •• ~ •••• _. ••• '. .7>__ _. ......J- J_... _..I.- '-

hoiicopt~: .. s. 'I'l1~ :-1..1::: :i:·;:.:;L· ... ;.-,::· ::.-',.c.~.;..,;(: '-:::' __ :;.H·~·~~ .· .. ::· . .:-,.:,·l1.".t tllQ .:;;o"-,·:,.tL:1 

~nDR'r"'-h' "-~.1.1l rI r'G'vli\:;tr 1IlQ)~~''J IJ D~11.. 
i' -. 

/ /.:} 
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175 and rendered ~ro~p~ ~~ efficient servlice throllgho.ut=~hG-:-:.op~ra.tiou. 'In ad~tion, 

HEDCl'-.:P operatl.ons '\fere conducted t:rcr..ting approx.ima.tely 29 lTietnomose. and ,'JOn-

. tagnerd patients. . 

(c):Resu1ts~ 
10 Total number. of patil3nts treated: 438& 

A. Illness: 117. 

s. IRI-IA: 14.3. 

,2, ~otal number of patients evacuated .from the Clearing 

Station to: 

'a~ Hospitals (93d Evae, 3d Surg, BnFld): 123 • 

.12. Bas~ munps: 21'0" . 

.1... Total llumbor returned 'to d't:lty: ~05._ 

(4) Tr:msportation~ No significant transportation problems en­

countered during the operation~ n~e lar.ge nunber of personnel, replacements~ 

and others that were normal betvleen f'onla:::d and re9.r base areas utilized the 

regular daily shuttle and .res11pply ships betueel'l these two. rioints. ~. 

. . - (5) ComIlnmicationa~ No major cotr.munications problems' ,,;ere expel''';' -

1enced duri:',g the operation" The one-hc11f AN/1·mC~69 Vffii' communications tacility 

was employed for the first tii.le and prov.'.ded ~.ll the requiren1ents for VHF be­

t,.,een the Division and BdG. Flyi coltlI!i'l.mic:ations bet'toTeen Ede .9.nd subordinate units .. 

was marginal and the use of airborne l'aclio relay "Tas extensi'lTely used through-

out the operation. . 

(6) Hedical Evaluation: l'he m.edical covel~age during the oper- . 

ation was excellent" An increaseo.. inciJ.ence of fevere, die.l'.~heal conditions, 

and skin problems 'Was noted.. Th:ts is t,o be expected any .time, thel'S is pro- . 

longed exposure to the elements. The nut,ri tion and physical condi iiion of 

the troops uas very good and they %'6ceived expert medical care at all levels. 

be Personnel stat.us dw:-ing Oporation EL PASO II: 

9rgs.nization Dew;~ Qnn ·'lYi. +. .. '~J'-e'" ~;.~ 
9pn Tormins.ted 

HHe 1st Bde Auth '122 122 

Assign 'i37 ~4; 

PDY 141 157-

PIF 61 ",;'0 
-

PEe 80 
';"~--; 

~j c-

1/2 Int' .ii.utl~. t3:2.t.J ~:20 

Assign 883 '3[;4 
. .. , ", '''". 

PDY 798 689 

PU" 1{/4 15 

'PEC_ 324. · . 
.' 673 · " J: 

. -

1/28 Inf ~ .' Auth 829 : ::,'-
829 

! 

Assign 830 .' :. 'j' ... 'i7C. - . 

DOWNGRADED AJ 3 VEAR~NTERVAlS. ! · , . 

D~tLASSIFIED Ar-TE~ 12 YEARS. . .1· 

~ _______ !OD J1liL5290_.1O I 

,eON IF; DEWTUA~ 

I .:' 
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'1lN~~ 
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'~Dr!MT9AL 
:,' Organization Designat:i.9D; Opn Initia.teg Ovn Terminated 

PIF 250 ,516 

PBC 432 203 

1/5 Arty' Autp 490 490 

.lWsign ;01 502 

PDY 486 491 

PIF 290 342 

PBC 217 107 

10. (',J) Special Equipment and Teclmiques: l:fo s":ecial equipment \-ras intro"; 
duced dux'i.:l!:" the operation. The Brigade is' sc:neme of maneuver for a ty"pe coun­
ter-ambush operation (Battlo oi:' m·l 69· cmd SUOI LAP) "Was ~employed for the first 
time, arid proved.tl:'> be effective. A Brigade Tactical Com."llB.nd Post was organ-

. ized and operated .trom the Brigade FO~lard Base .t\.rea. . 

11. (C) Commander's Analysis: a. The purpose' of the operation in the 
vie"lillll:tty of DAU TIENG \-Ias to locate and destroy enemy logistical bases. The 

. '1st,Bde employed two battalions (2/16 Inf and 2/2 Inf).The battalions were 
. successf'ul.. in locating the enemy supply points, but experienced difficulty 
in destroying the materials, particularly the rice that wasuncover.ed., This 
operation lasted for six days and although the bulk oi' the supplies \-rere lo­
cated on the third day, only a small amo'Ul'lt could be eve,cuated.. The remain­
der was destroyed. 

b. .An operation of. this type is more successful when uncovered' 
materials are extracted. Extraction of enemy materials has the greatest 
psychological irnj.act on the VCand the local population l-Then uncovered ra.ater­
iaJ.s.,that have been confiscated by the VC, are redistributed to .the people. Ex-' 
traction of VC materials is a time-consuming task. I recommend the following 
for future operations: . 

(1). Transfer the area of operation to the ARV1~ forces af'terma­
terialsare located for extl'action by ground means" 

(2) Develop an efficient means of rice destruction and leave 
llRVN troops in the area untU materials are effectively and completely. de-··· 
stroy-ed. . 

.', c. The Battle of BH 49 with the 1/4 Cav and later the introduction 
of 2/18 lni' achieved excellent results. The organic firepouer and supporting 
fires· of artillery and air were effectively used and the enemy force \-las de­
cisd:vely beaten in the battle area. ?osit,ioning of the blockil1g forces ,·:as 
accomplished rapidly and blocldng positions \Tere acros~ t~umol3t lil~ely 
l"oute of escape. I!Ol.rever, later intelligence indice:i:.ed tr..at the £lv~ding 
enemy force escaped to the South'to1est and t,b the Nortlwest" where no blocking 
forces were 10cated..Tha attack against the blocking pos:i.t.ions of 2/18 Ini' 
on the morning of 2 July w:s probably made by an enemy reserve unit. 

d. The Battle of SUO! 1/J accomplished exactly ,')"hat was intel'lded: 
the 1/4Cav Task FOl"ce lured the enuIf!Y into committing hilllSelf in amb\Wh against 
a hard-fighting target, and then supporti!lG fires and 1{RF ~~neuver forces in­
flicted heavy damage on the enemy. 

12. (C) Conclusions and Lessons Learned: 

a. Conclusion: The operation ,.ras extremely successful and all of the 
. participating units carried out their missions vigorously nnq. professionally. 
~he dOl{.ning of the armed CH4? in the midst of the battle could have caused a 
much more serious problem had it been forced down any distance fl"on friendly 
forces. As it 'tolas, its presence on tl,e battlefield :tied dO't-J7l a i'ight,ing ele­
ment for security which could have been mere profitably employed elsewhere. 

. '1 
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lINCWSWEIf ----
(1) Communications: 

(a) Airborne radio relay has to be used "Then uili ts aI',) 
maneuvering through t he jungle.· 

, (b) Antenna RC-292 mUst, be erected by etll units at the,1r 
forward tactical Of. 

(c) Connnunications procedure and seouri ty ,.ras poor and con ... ' 
tinued emphasis should be plaoed on keeping transmissions SHeRT. 

(d) Each separate unit should be pl:'epai~ed ,to prcrvide nelces­
sary equipment and personnel to link up both forward B.nd real:' echelons with 
next highel" heaCiquarters. 1 at echelon maintenance should be perl'or.med before J 

during, and after eaoh operation~ , 

(2) Intailigence: 

. (a) Exterlsiv~ aerial reconnaissance and Red Haze missions 
flotm over the area were able to deteot VCaotivity. 

(b) VC regiments are capable of refitting, regx'ouping, and 
being prepared for a major operation in less than 30 days. 

(0) VC units utilizing existing trails move rapidly through 
the jungle covering a oonsiderable distance in a short time. Blocking foroes 
plaoed further from the soene of battle lo10uld allo\01 time for proper timely de­
ployment of blocking. 

(d) - Reconnaissance in deptharoun{1 the battle area should 
be allo"red to be continued until it is oertain that the withdrawing forces are 
located and fixed by the blocking forces. 

- (e) VC establishsd positions in d.epth. Initial positions 
being in the di tahes along the road.. Recon by fire into the ditches Inay spring 
the ambush pre-maturely. 

(3) Assault Helicopter Company: 

(a) .Assau1th~licopter oompO-nies .plo.cod in.dire.ct :support of 
infantry brigades should ~ the true sense, be in direct support. On many . 
occasions, helicopters ",ere withdralnl from Brigade missions on direction of 
higher headquarters, lv.lthout the Brigade being informed. 

'(b) Lacko! ground com'I'unications "dthin an assau1theli­
copter company impairs its ability to react, especially when two or more lift 
companies are on a stand~by basis at a field location.. This is f'u.l'ther oom­
plicated when the air mtssioll comUlander and supported unit commander are a':lr­
borne with oOmI!iUnications to the supported unj_ts only.. Tlus situation redUces 
mobile forces to the lowest level of com:mxnications, ~ hand and vIDice signals 
over a ,distance which may extend to two to three thousand feet. 

(0) A set number of helicopters should be given to OOmman- ' 
deI'S for the purpose of planning an operation. Additional helioopters should 
be designated as stnnd-qys for immediate replacement of helicopters involved 
in the lift. 

(4) The S-5 requires an interpreter and a truck, 3/4 ton, in 
order to conduct Civic Action Activities and Psy l~ar Operations. 

6Inol 
as 

FOR THE COHtrAHDER: 
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AFTEF.-ACTIONR.E.PORT - EL PASO II 

I?/~ . ,~ ./'" 

, ' 

BATTIE OF suor LAP 
, 

9 July 19~ 

,1st Brigade Task Organiza:tio~ , 

HHC I 1st Bde ' 

1/'1.6 I.nf 

1/18 Xnt' " 

1/28 Inf 

2/2. In! 

1/4 Cav (-) 

B 2/2 'In! 

1/5 Ari:,y (-) 

8/6 A:rty 

C 2/33 Arty 

ARVN, APC Troop 

20 Units1ocations during the at,tack as sho\"n ~.n sketch Ill .. 
4!'!~. 

3. ,Sequence of events prior to, 'duI'ing and after the ,8, ttack~ 

': 

a.. 1>'IISSION: 1st Pde positions forces" condu.cts a reconnaissance in torcf 

to :Lure VC force!:! into fl,mhush/nt,ta<..~k this force ennbling 1st Bde to destroy VC fore':. 

by offensive action. 

b" Preparations FOR THE A'I'TACK: PrepnJ:'uticil'l for th~ attnck cozillnenced on 
,,' 

1 July when 2/2 Ini' begnn infiltrati~ to NINH THANH and two forward artillery OOSb, 

were established south of AN LOC~ 
,; 

COl THE ATTACK: At 090625H, 1/18 'tnt :commcmced IL\c!~lCli.8nt to vic 8-; 
(XT 641705) and 2/2 Inf conunenccd move to, vic &-:.ll (X.T660694).. Dl."ring the movement 
along route, num!.n~ous sightings of VC 'were report'c3d by Ai:t'borne FAC t S :'..Tld observerr;:" 

" ' 

At 0927H, Bde CO Wormed all element.s that an att.ack 11m::! innninc:nt" Airstrikes wer .. , 
cnlled in nnd cont,inued to suppc.rt the, move and shifted along t .. h'3 route between '1'01\1 
(XT6673) and Cp 6. A squad of VC werE! :r.-cpor'!:,ed vic X'IS6.'??36 and ,1l'1 Ilirs"/:,rike with 
nLlpalm lIm.S placed on tfll"gGt.. At L1.03H;l J/L:, Cay (_.) :l '3port.ed 4 va crl)s::dng road to 
their fr~nt vic c:e6 (XTO$2743) 0 ROCOXll1FJ.issance by :f::J.r., invoJvi.ng heavy mortar, A'lJi I 
and RR fire and at lllOH 1/4 Cay (-) reported being 1.::ndor at,~:,ack :trom both sj.des of. 
ro~do These fires were met by return fire from l/L~ Cav i S o:.'ganic. weapons plus air·· 
strikes from AIRC.h.P. Suppressive fires from Armed CH47 and artillery "lore' also us"", 
1/18 began moving toward the bnttle area to strike the right (South), i'lar..k of the V. 
positions4! 2/2 Ini' moved by foot ",,0 LZ S4 (XT680,?1:,) so as to be in position to ' 
attack the rear of the va position. As the ba.ttle continued, 1/28 ,In! was he1iliti,;:' 
'.:,0 position ED (XT6s9755) Cot D20~ jlI'ty and air continued to !lit both sides of thc. 
:road and prep the 1/28 LZ~ At L'235H, the VC force wus estim.-"l.t.ed t<>be elements 'of: , 
VC regiments" The fire fight continued throughout the movement of 1/28 Inf a.nd ni~· , 
strikes nnd artillery were placed on known and suspected VC locations and escapa , 
r.outes. Upon completion of 1/28 move, 8,+, J.L:.10H 1/16 was airlifted into LZNC' , ' I;' 

(XT 676788). During the 1/16 nssmilt, the attached ARlIN APC Troop moved trom Arty 

iI. A ' 

-----------,'~---
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COMF~[)EWT~M!L ~ 

base 2 to .AN LOC, loaded br.dly needed ammunition for 1/4 Cav and moved to position 
HANK (XT7480) then Psn DICK (XT6874). 1/16 closed LZ NC and moved to occupy Pan N; 
(XT644766).At 1359H, 1/28 In! reported engnging VC vic XT675742 and reported 

:killing85VC (Bb) and 6 veC., <'1.nd continued. to sweep west and south. The contact 
,along the route decreased and it appeared the VC were starting their 'Withdrawal. 2/ 
.Int moved trom psn vic Xl!. and was lifted into LZ NC. At 1555Ht 1/18 ma.de contact 
with a delaying 10 torce 800 me-I;.ers nort.'1.east of psn TOM.. Unit continued to p'l.lsh 
through the VC position which consisted of bur.L~ers and trenches and reported killin 
12 VC during the encoUnte!'. A:'tillery and airstrikes continued to be cctiled on 
routesotwithdrawalnnd suspected VC locations. During the ~nemy engagement 32 a± 
strikes 'Were conducted in support which consisted ot approximately 96 sorties. Al.l 

. airstrikes and artillery tire were highly effective nnd devasting. 

3.Sm-MARY Olt' ENEMY FORCES: Based upon interrogation of va 'Wounded and docu-· 
,ments captured and found on dead VC, idEmtif'ied the 2'/2 rogt. The estimated stren[:;' 
, ot,the VC torce was 2070 personnel. 

. 4.. SUMl-1ARY OF ENEMY LOSSES: DuriflS the enga.gement the VC had 238 Iill. (BC), 1'_ . 

~.; .' .. 
,':'," 

. :vee and 300 estmated KIA. EquipmE:lnt l~sses were as tollows: 44 smn.ll arms weapon 
13 c~cw ser"lred weapons, 10,513 rounds ot small arms ammo" 17'1 grenades and 36 rds e-' 

, ':4 ... rgc caliber' explosive orc:lnt-'Ulce. The cstma to of VC KIA l S based upon the evalua. t:i:_ 
ot routes" interrogation, blood trails" local and. agent reports. 

50. FRIENDLY IDSSES: A t.otlil ot 22 KHA, 113 WHA and. 3 DOW resulted from the 
. engagement. Friendly eqlp.J,mcn';' Uamaged included 1 M48J>.3 tank, 3 Mll3 .APe's 1 C1147 

',Armed GO GO" and. 1 UllID l1elic:>pter" Equipment destroyed: 4. l-D • .l3 AFtts and II Ml.4 
rifles.· . 

. ' 
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.' CIVIL. AJ.i'F AIRS/PSYCHOLOGICAL Of'.E11ATICNS 

(Opc:l;ation~·E.t PASO II) 

. ~ '" 

1. (C) General: During OperationEL PASO IIn field te~ of ,the 246th ' 
Psychological Operations Company 1 in coordination vr.i. th . the Brigade S"'5, support-. 
ed the operation. Civic Actior. activities H'ere limited to a great extent, due 
to the lack of transportat.ion, interpretersp and the nature of the operation. 

2.. (C) .' Accomplishments ~ 

a,,' Civic Acj;iol'}s: 

(1) Villages along the road batt-teen QUJI.1J LOI and Ali L09 were 
visited to locate possible areas for Civic Actions and/or HEDCAP !<:tiv:l.t~es. 
TIns area was dGtermined to be wi? ... 11-developed and the population appeared to 
be i.n good health.. Candies nnd some foodstuff ",ere distributed among the chi1 ... , 
c1.ren. 

(2) Brigade Sureeonotmdtict3~ NEDdAP operatiollson 15 and ,~ June; 
treating 143 RVH patJ.en'tsi ,,. 

t~) O'ther Civil .Affairs Activities: 

(n) The Brigade 8-5 provided '1760 p01Jl'lc1s or rice on 17 June 
to the Special Forces Detacnme/'"c 332 for further distrit.'1ltion to needy families. 

. . . . . 

(b) On .1-9 June t,h0 Brigad~ Catholic Chaplain held mass in' 
the HI:Nll TBAif.d Ca.tholic Church for AO parishioners.. Rosaries were given to 
all in attendance. 440 pounds of rice \fas gi",en to the Catholic priest for 
needy parishioners* Negotaations were J11.ade to llire 50 civilian laborers eaoh 
day to assist in clearing fields ()f fire, cutt.ing grass, a·ce. 

(c) liilk vms proYided t.o an infant whose IilOther "las ~.,ounded 
by mortar ,fire and evacuated. on 1? SUC00 

(d) CA officer coordinated vj':1..th Buddhist leaders on 22 June 
in HIi.-ii-l THAI-ill and arranged· for thJ ::.mppJy of mater~~..nl r(j;;~ neces::;ary repairs in 
RAGO DAe Also donated 150 pieces of cl0·~hi:o.g t·G> be distributed t.oneedy families. 

(c:. Fresented s<:~ho(Jl o:t':fIoial at iAn::. Ti'lil.NH with sample mater- . 
1301 and stUdent kits. 

Cf4 On.25 ,;run~ CA Sec-:iion -:::;rt'lsen'ted HIRil THAlTH Village offi­
cials three (.3) me-ca:c. gates constr.u<.!ted bJ D/'lO·1 E.uilyt 00, 

(g) On 26 SunG ell. Section provided 10 sheets ,of 'GirA toa 
family fo:b the repair of a hOUSG parti~\11y dest-royed by moX'·tar fire .. 

b" Psy Ops Activities: A t,;:,taJ. of 340~OOO ;.eaflets were dropped dur­
ing the period 8-1 0 J'U!le '1966 a.nd L.f;,O ~ COO lecxt'lets 'tverc aropped bet\-leen 24 and 
26 June 1966 in support of the 'I at. Brigad(~ •. 

(1 ) SUI'J ary oi' leaflets b;,{vheme. 

(2) 
evitable victory 
tions. 
Inclosuro 6 

(a) Safe conduct. passes~ 

(b) Reward for inrornlation~ 

(c) 'CHlEU HOI appeals. 

(d) Deception leaflet,s (:fulute 1) is open.)" 

(e) US B,nd A!:tVN poi·let' ~" 

(r) Surl-'eMer instruct;J.(ms. 

Loudspeaker operat1olls o'ver l;ol1lbc.t areas: ,'''0 defeat and in­
foi': the GVH and their allies 'i,iclS t.he theme of surrender il'ls.truc-

COS'jFBOENTaAL 

// 



-CON f~ Dk,J~rU=Btast-' -
. 3~ (0) Problem Areas: a.' Theiield' tee.mts: of the 21~6t.h Pey Cps Co , 

support of the 1st Brigade ,.zas limited bec~use the 3/4 ton, truck assigned to' 
this element ",as not taken into the area of operations." The truck contains 
loudspeaker, tape recorder, ,and otherpsy ops facilit~~s needed in the field 
operations~ •. The 'vehicle 'also serves, as a means 'of transportation topupport 
Civic Actions activites.' ' 

\ b~ , Interpreter coverage tor this operation "laS inadequate.:" 

c. Exploitation of HEDGAP: Greater benefits frorl l,JIDCAP 1:S~ t~; 
',derive4by more detailed planning,'and'sdequate transportation to support 
, ,leafle~ drops, loudspeaker operatiQns, and other CA. act.ivitios. 

. .. ..... .. 
4. ,(C) Recommendations: J;t is retloDlmendedthat the follo\or.i.ng actions' 

be taken: " 
. l. " 

a. That the 3/4 ton truck assigned to the Fay Ops Team supporting 
the 1st Bdebe taken ontutt~e oper.ations. ' 

, b. That an intel-preter' be made available to the Psy Cps' Team and 
HEDCAP personnel. , >'" ,,'".. ' .... " .... 
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.AVID, •• AHP 

$UBJECT: 

.J. 

DE2ARTl:lBi:~r OJ? T1IB AR1Y 

!rEADQUARTERS 2J.,1 !lfCGlllJE 1ST IlTFAl:TTRY nXVISIOlq 
APO US FUc-WJ;;S 96;45 

Combc:c; .After Action RcRort. (:M.Aa~:/p.cS/J·.3/32) 

(Opcrr:-.t:i.oll EL PASO IXI) (U) . 

Ccr.l1.·][l,.l1cling Gcncr::,~ 
Is'e Ini'rl11tryDivision 
JI.TTN·: .i\'IrJ.D, ... T 
llPO U.S ~ For:::O;3 96.345 

C OT:!"lcnacr 
US l1i1itc.lJ7 Assi~to.).1CC Cor.r.lt"'.lyl, Victrl~ 

, 

,', ., ATTN: J321 . 
APO U. S. Force s 962L~.3 

.It> (u) ~. AI'ID TIm OF OPERATIillI~ Oporation EL PASo:r.n, Drigado So arch 

· c.nd Dnstro:y- C?oro.:tiollc . 

i.:3& (0) 9r:1:1.!:;i.1::r:::: Opcrc:iiio11. J:~TJ PASO IIr W:lS initit'l.tcd by HOtilquo.;rtors, 1st 

Inf.cntry· Divi:;iuh F'~1\.G a 65-66 cktcd 1l1!:.oOI-r·]\1l 19660 T).10 origil1a.l pl::.n 

ccJ.locl for Drigc.cl0 Hoc.c1qucrlors to 00110':.:..:,<,:,:' frOin 1 to 5· ba.t'licli01'lS: dopending 

r-tl tl"orcquircncnt 0l1d VC <:.otivity in tho BINH LQl\YG PrOvil'lOe.- Tho 2d. Bdo 

J.'soivoc1 vorbd i..1'lotructiol1s to moyo t\.) QUAN LOI at llOG10H July 1966~ Tho 

U:l~ t cOnLloncod its a.ir1ift i'rolU. DFA~lCrr:- Airs~jl'il) c.t 120805HJuly 1966. C'.nd 

t.··· ... ,,. over ol"\'~1~~t:ion"J 00"+"·01 of.' ~11 ",···j·:·s -.+ ·'-~tV700T.-rTu1;'.~ "966 "ss ..... .; .. I')' 
.. .." .,./oJ.\. j"JU ... t~..... ,,,"'.. .1 • .1. w_ .. ~_.... ... ... J. P • '..! '_"'..I .. t...,IU i L •. lj :;.1. ,(..... ~b 

j:'QsponsibiJ.:i:Gy £ 0~.' "tho dOi'Oi'8C of ·tj:h.' AiT J .. CC/QU!J~ :LOr/HJ:;.rr·r THt.N'.d orca.s. . 

Tho Belo closed QD..11'l" LOI a.t 1]l600H July 1966". 2Ci. Ilde oponD 13--66 (EL PASO . 

;' III) (U) isst!oc1 U12.COH J'uJ.y 1966 eC.V0 T..~'lO Bdl) the ru.'issiol1 of securing 

QUAN LOI Bc,se ~'::.i.l.. conducting cor.-.bcj:; ~):)(;rc.tioL~'S in LCC N:arr:!· ... H011QUAN ... 

QUAN LOI D.~1.Cl HHITI TH.t'I .. NH c;t"Oo.s" Oporc:ti:D.g· ul1der this OPOlIDj" tho Bdo nuvod to 

QUAH LOI, a,g':;l.1.DOcl reoponsib:l.1ity oJ: 1st Dele opcra:t.ions (')1(1 :i.nitiutod cor!lba.t 

opCrc.tiollS to destroy va forces, fc..oiIitio::l and bo..scfl in zonos of oporr:::t:.:loIl.; 

The Bele rcli"1qui::;hccl rosponsibE:i:i:.:r fox- tho dO.t'Ol1DC O:~ l·EIIH THi~NH ru1.d c.sSUllod 

· rcsponsibll~:GJ' :for tho dofense of LCC NIif:im 15 J"t1.ly 1966. On 151200II 

· July 1966,:> 2u Dele OF':,::.!'! J.l~-.66 (Opo:~,~i.ii(jl1 F':;Cdl.sUS) (U) w.s published i'or tho 

rcinforcorJ!.Jx".:l; of: l.ulits il.1. tho 2d D:lo und.:)::· :].tta.cic ret AN LOJ/QUll1~ LOI/LOO 

NHlH. '!'he Bela COl:'.tinuod t-l1C dofcm.so cf (,SSigllCd L:COM r;',j.)d on JSOSOOlf oogr'..I"1. 

opora.ti~n:3 '\.u1cLor oPOiID J.5-/,5 (Oc)or~liiol:. t!TE PJI.SS!EI, Pl!.SO III) (U). Tho 

opora.tioll entc..ilod rOL.cL c::'c.cri:cl[~ ()p()r('.tiol:'~] Hw'Y 13 fron IIOl~ QWlN (XT758$) 

to vic TAU IGIl"I (}CT'7Ci6) in cl:-)cl; o:)(\poro:~'":m o.:r..d. coordinc;;!:;io11 with. GVN 

units 1:.0 secure US/An VII Engx' D,.,:j ro:x.:Lr:i.ne; lj\,)Y' 13., At J..818.001-1 Opora.tiol1 . 

UTE Pl.SS/E1 Pl'.so .III c!ldod c.nd ·i;,;w Dd0 oO~Ttil1u<?ddt.h tho c1o.f'o11SC of t1.ssignod. 

soct,o:~fJ~ all ZW930 'Op1'l SLl'l D~::r;;GO/SL PASO III cr) c~m.'·.'-onc;)d Hith ARvn i 

QlclJ....::rc/s c:.lxl US forcQS c.:)l:.tl'w·t.:i.l1f:'· I':JCJ.l e-J.o:::,rin,:r l"lQJ,~c,tiQns ~~long HvJY 13 

frou lIOH QUAH . (XT758$) to vic 'rfJ.~ K:;ll.I Ci.T.7&7 6 ).ild ;:lUcuc:i.ng uS! ARVl\T Ell~ 
t;o'e roPCZci!lG E1>lY 1.3~ Op0r;':l:i:tons 1.ll'!.clcr QpORD 13j,6 (EL PASO III) (U) cOl'ltinuod 

l,i·lih tho Dde conducting c::::t;cn~iv'w l)·:-:t,roJJ.ij"~I[ :'lll 'i:,h0 ll.rT LCC/QUAN LOI/LOO ~r.r:liI 

Qrons" On 020S23II Au:.:; 66;) 2cl Belo :l.n::;t.i:.r'c.QC. 0pOJ-::;·.ion::: 'l.mclo:r oPOIlD 17-66 

(Opcrc.tion ClIE'I"BllFrr::) (U) "lith ·l.ho Delo in dc'so ,~;()():('clin::;l:/iJ)~l ·(.ri t.h 5th .ARVlT 

lOl:i.v C,,!1..d DIl-iii LD:r:G Pro\rinCQ F'orccs. cCl)1duct,ir.v; O:t'i'O~13::l.VC operations S of 

irON QUAN to loc·::to c.ncl des-i;..:'C-T Ire i\.:roos ::1.1:-:,3. bm:o to illturfUct VC cor,l!l1'\l.\'li-· 

o':s~ions eX" li::::.:i.son r·)utcsp Q,l1l1 -to clu:.:..T.'~ l'Oi-,::-..ir" c.,nJ; r-'.uCl11~O }{'ltlJ' 13 fOl' tho . 

J?G.8S~.eO of fu:i:iJl! COl'J.V'0Ys during tho porioe1 3-Lj. A.t.1g 66''0 TIlO ])a,o cCJntinuod 

to socuro lION QUiJ.rjQUl:..H LOI/LOG 1:::::111 c,'")l1duct.ing oxtcmsiv':': p:::'trolling, rot1..d­

':.llll'lOr oporo..t:i.o118~ EiJ..GIE 1'1.IGIrrSs' n:i_[~Lt. COT2bc.t p,:,t:rols :..".ncl LUrtPt s.. . On 10 

Ll· ... V-S 66 tho Brlo l:\:)linquishod rl:::lponsi~;:U.lity fox soc'Urinr£ LCC l'JD:m.· Tho 

.:.. !lo continued '(,:10 dof01".::::O o:f Alr LCC/:C:'; QUAN" On 2L:. A .. ur~ 66 the Bde cor.1l.I,(..:;.ocd 

:·.10'''Oi:':lO!ri:", -to P(IU LOI to C.Sf!"',:r .. '.o opor,:-.t.L';J.d (.ont:('ol of r..tJ·'[ SOH O1..?ora.tions(l 

., 
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l:"v 2~~o55H a- change of mission ~;as given the 2d Bde' and aU ~TIents· 'Were . / q /p. 
diverted to CI\.HP COX to prepare to conduct operations in support ot Operation 
TOLEDO~ . The Bdeended Operation m:. PASO III l7hen the 1st ~ assumed respoll-
::-:::Jili3::;? for the defense of' HON QU.AN/QUA.~ LOI and units ill that area came 
~~d~r t~~i~ O?CQ! at 241305H~ 
., 

Throu~hout Operation EL PASO III, the 2d BOa .mafnta1nad a Rapid Reaotion 
F~ce tha'c, could. be employed in the event .an element of the Fde made contact 
~nth a majorVC force, to roinf'" tha defense of AN LOO/tOC NIMH/MINH THANH . 
6i' .... 00 r~inforce I:RVN eJ..emen·~ conducting Special operations, . 

The ope.-:-ation was conducted in three phaseS'. See paragraph 6. Daring 
the entire operation3 2d Bde elements were within Artillery range and received 
oontinuous 11!";;'illery fire supporto 2d Ede par'"ioipationin Operation EL 
~~~O IIi; 't-l'C'.S conduc'iJed under 1st Infantry Division control •. 

c.o~;~porting Of'f'icer: Lt Col S.am S 'ialker" Commanding 

00 Task Organizations 

2/16 Inf": Lt Col W .. Sa Hathaway, Comm.a.,-id:l.ng 
ijJ..a .Inf': Lt Col v1. So Goodwin Jr, Commanding 
2/18 tni': Lt Col Lv R. Ba:umann,Comrnanding . 
1/28 Inf: Lt dol R. L .. Haldane, Commanding . 
1/4 Cav (-): tt Col L~ I.ewane, Comnanding 
iI'7 Arty: Lt Col C. Meek£>' Commanding 
il5 t:rt;y: l.t Col Do l~oCorp~ ·CCt:ilc1ldin~ 
8/6 Arty-=· tt ('.01, J~ V.cGiITert~ Commanding 

Co Eee Troops:: 

128th Air VDbiJ..e Co (DS) 
Dat, Co B, 1st Engr Bn (00) 
2d Plat, Co B121stSi~ En (DS) 
Team 2, lst MI Det (DS} 
HHC2d B:1e (-) 

4. (C) INTELLIGENCE: 

a. Jl1lELLIGENCE PRIOR TO OPERATION I . 

:"1lf'ol"mation prior to the operation was received from the 0-2 
1st Div lind the 8-2 1st Fde 1st Ini' Div. It vas estimated that thEi· 9th va 
Div Hq ~as: located vic x'I57699 Three Regts of' this Div, the 271,272, and . 
21.3weT'El believed to be in 't,ha oper.a.ticrial area~ hOlfever,' the~·had l)eeu .. ', 
·" .. ::1.1o:;.;:·.';:,i;d .sir:cc tM 'elo.tt~ lnth tho. 1s~ Fde. The lOls-t NVA was a.lso 
beliS'ilSd 'co he nea:;:- the CarrllJodia.n Border vic XT5992. The 212d Regt was .be-. 
1ieved ·~o b~ a.t, 1es3 tha., 60% strength due to the sound defeat it suffered in 
ear]y Jtv:y 66" Ths 271 and 273 't'iere also believed to be less than full 
strongth du~ t.o pr-lor b~ttles in June" The actual sta.tus oftha lOlstNVA. 
Regt 'tjal3 not knovm since it 'toms believed to ha',e been used to fill the other 
.3 R~gts i~Tj.:Gh replacements .. 

be-· :;:,:Effi SITIJATICN DURING THE OPERATICN: 

~1o ma.;lor· VC contacts occurred during the operation.· AlL indications 
v:'ere t.h2:li '"he 271, 272~ and 273 Regts moved out of. the operat,ional area 
into rest ~:,e8.'3 '.;.~ rei~ou.p and retrain!) The onl;y' actual- contaot ~ms believed· 
to be wi:::'':! e. '~om?a:r::r of the lOlst l-flTt. Regt l'i"ben it attacked the village of 
f:J> LctJ l.~·=~H·~~ -:;'ic T.J7~JJ on 5 tug 66~ 'Ii'l3 remainder of the Regt was unlocated. 
ho't.:mer" no corrcCoC';:; Has mc.de after extensive patrolling and reconnaissance. ' 
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other u.'"lits :tdentified .ill the oren w~-3:ro local force units. They . 
oonduc·t.cd acts of tcl.'rcr, propo.gondn, and. t·/lX collection. The ;mojor effort 
mode by the va Wo.s tho intcroic'~il1g of' hwy 13 bs-tween X'I!767760 o.ndXT760690. 
~t.:.."lY rao.d blooks '(.rc:re erect.cd c;lc1 t'HO mo.jor bridges. at m67762 and XT766728 . 
were do/:;"troyed?, Tux collect.ion t,re,s conc1ueted throughout the nroll! eBPec~ 
nlong H-wy 130 N~J maj or ei'fort '''us ma.da by the YC to hinder the UliJ rood ' 
opening of Hi.fy 13 on 4 lmg 66", This HOuld ho.vo beCl'l n logi~ol p.r.M of c.tto.ck 
:~or the va since the rice situo.tion. in 'tho arca. had become critica.JJ.y shorl ' 
1"'&11c1 tho va had kept the roo.d closcd~ Sj.nce tho va did not, hinder t.he convoy, 
it is believed that the moj OI' \'G forces had moved ou.t of the area. a.rd tho VC 
..,.1O.s not in u position to c oncLU ct. largo scule att;a.cksi" 

<0" 'IZRR1I.IN./UID WEATHER~ 

The three mujor popu.ltrliod 0..r00,S l,oleI'e s\'lTrounded b:r rubber pJ.o.rrt,a-­
t1.ons6 Outside of "theso a.rca.s$I tho tOl'Tuin consis"vs of' woods and jungle. 
J2'.;"'3 s ere s?:'D.ttercd thrOUgh01 .. '!.t thonreo. allo'tdng i':o.S"/j doplo;ynent of· bali.­
'Corne opcrd,"i?ions~ The. jungl() bcoomes very dense in the eo.sternportion of 
the opcrntiono.l area; along the SONG ·nE .Ri·ver~ To the vl0st the jungle varies 
from spo.roe with secondary grow',,:;h to ve,:,,~' ,o.anse . neO.1'the Cnmbodio.n Border. 
This o.rea. is covered 'vlith an c:lCtonsh·ct..reU used trail network moving out 
of' C£l.t'!.bodio.o The 'WOa.J~hcr during tho entire .operation was generally the some. 
Early morning ground fog covored the oxen £':rom (J700H until between 0930H and 

UOOll dnilyo RuT!. stor.m.s occ1.lX'!'cd about ), ·Lo :5 d~s pOl' weok, usu.n1J.y in tho 
lute nfJljcrnoon and cnrJ,y evening ... 

The mnj or eff'ect the· uen.thor hod on opero.tions concerned hellborne 
opera:tions, USAF 1I..ir strike:::, und via:1..1D,l J."'Ocon."1aiSSMCO., Most oporo.tions .. 
were delc..yod un:till Ltid mo:r-ning Hhcn tho foglii'tcd. culel permitted air operations •. 

:t-Iighway 13 is t,he l'1lCl.J oX' [t'IJunue of uI-pl~oc.ch lubo the Q.l'e~ It is the 
only hard surfO;;)e MSR laod.ing i.r.rto the opcrutionalaroo.. The VC have attempted 
to keep ·this road. closed to v\':,h.icu.lox tl.'D.,l1'ic a..'1d i·~:rc~ tho p1c.ntation to 

'op c::::j,X>l""l;.~c> Tho opero:tio.11 f:,uccossf\tl1:y opened this 1-1511. a.nd stopped the va 
£:rom tho !J.ccomplishment of -t.hii3 m:ission", The Bulil1 BE Riwr is also 0. mo.jor 
Q,yonuo of' approach, howover" dEO to the d(mse jungle o.1ong the banks it did 
not o.PPCDJ:' to ro in use by t.:1C ve., . , 

de FORTIFICATION~ Nono ~cpo!'ted of dgnif'ico.nce. 

El." .Qit~iOl~ D~U:'int: -e,he course of Opera.tion EL PASO III" Medioo.l 
Civic Ac-tioI1. Progl'OIllscondu"/lind t,h:rougho1.lt. BI.NH LONG Province resulted in 
more tha.!"! 1;> ~OO ·t.reo:'Q(lonts fc(' ·\i:Lot11;lrJK::.,u C\!ld :;Y.io:n'l:,.o.gn.r..xu personnele In con-. 
jur...c'i;ion 1:1it,h tho~c I1EJ:>CllP~~ v:pp:riJxir;it:c(,o:;"~r .'~ ';;o/J;'2 of' .eOO(L ::mel :500 pounds of 
clDthing were distribu'!:,ede R'J!' t.ho most P!l...T"t, t.he MEDeAP team was wll 
recei\rcd wherever they 'Wcnte HOw"C'\"eX'Jj this vrelcome sool110d more sinceroin 
Montognurcl villo.ges<l> A gl'et.t l1Ul11bC':r. of V:!..etnamc!se SC(')"11.oc1 rostlJ.""l13d or dis­
trustful of' the US/GVN teDj.'Up [,TIct '{-Tore reln.:1ta...::i:, ':;0 gi:llCl j,i)formation~ wharec.s 
the l'1onto.gna.rds, o..1most as to. rUle; .. t.D4::3,:t(llJit,c fJ~-e~lY~ (~l OIl<? oceo.sion" Q. 

Cordon and Soc.r"Ch operation nt iJ.' rr·'i:Z[. lHA1G,~ t ... ~,:, good\mrk of' the Air Force 
HILPHllP -'oen."n was 1ilpnired by £;~evGrD.l uccilsnt.iol1.8 oX .i:;~)(!.r·t. made qv members 
of the hara.let ugoinst j).J.lVN so:l.dicx's 'who ~·\u.d ~;(KL;.·'.;):lZld'n,)f"'il' homes" These 
charges could no'!; be coai'l.l'T.1Cd",~ 'I'.bo openll1g 0:) Hj,&)1l.f,r;) 1:;; f"o:;:.' the rice 
COllVOY~ w.d the o.tteDp';~s to ic<.lcp tili.s roc.':".: /"'p;;.,n :;; C:.'L<' '\/ ·"he general 
public, did n greut deal +~c croutc h:!L1'<'cio';:r; :;·<'.DoL::,;..':., 'Li.,;l:.1"een US ond GVN 
-?o·"'ce~ . '" ~ +h ,-,po "I " 0"" t 1. ':. '._"'> ". t '" '-,' ! ~ ,. '''j' 1 ... ,.,' " r 1~' "''''''0'''''''''''''''00 ""].0" n" .... .:. ... Ol.u. v. e J:'~ p~ "" .L.t'~ ,\,,).1. 0 tTJ.,.,,( .. ~ ··,/.1 t-o".I,;.,.U,,_ .l.cOl)." "W:,(l ... '" ................ 0;", .. 

i'ol1Oif: 

(1) Conclusions: 

(a.) ·t,hnt the g~nernl o;iJt1tuda 01' most. V'~;.et1lOIlJl;)se in the area is 
one of !!l\ro.tchf"ul 'ltlUitillgll o1l 

. (b) ·i:,ho.t the Montngno.rd population :t~ more l'oc;opliive to the US , 
presence, o.nd 1,fould bo· of grout o.Sl3istonce fl 

(0) t,j,1nt many of' thG population of' DINE LOHG Province o.re in need 
oJ: sC!1edulod sick ctllls by quc;Lif'.to:i :med.icol pe:t."sQnnel (~ parsonn~l were 
uno.ble to :i.~oD.ch the' Province HuspitoJ. i'CtJ.';· m1deta!'luined/V'ariod roasons)., 
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(co.) . Th.nt noro effort bo O~lJOnclod. to r~ien tho l~ontael'l.urd pop... 
u1c.'ciiol1 noro i'ircly ,dt.h US/GVH forces" ... 

(:0) Th.."..t sufticion'fj socurity 'be T:l...1.dO uvO,ilnblo to C.A. officor of 
tho unit ill BINI! LONG Province t:.; on.c.ble both Ail' Ful'cO HIIPI-mp too;r;l ~ unit 

. nodicul p;jrsol1nol to trnvcl free];;/ th.r(.uehout the Provinco for schoc1ulod 
rj:L~l~ ,~cJ.ls,··· . . > ~ TInt. US personl1.cl exorciso closor suporv:l.35.on of .ARVlT troupe 
; .. :ss~,s"tj~ne .211 cp\)r2.t~Ul'lS. 

, ((].l Thd 01. officer of cny uni'b stnti'.mcd in D:~mI LONG Provinco 
con·ci..-:<;..:; r.1. VJ_(:,tJl"JUS progr·c,r.l of HfIDC.:.r1 s f:)od distribution, o.nd Civic Act:i.:Jn 
l)roj oct. So 

f.RgJ."Ch~:l:o.zio~ O?crqtions:' Dtl.:·:-:i.ll3' Oporc,tion EL P.ASO IH, some 1,:360,000 
~oc.:rlots YlQl'O dropped i..'1 tho 2d Edo 1 .. 0, cncl somo 15 ho1.l.rS of loudspe~.·· 
'!nis;:3ions wore f'lown.. As n. reStlJ:c of :thoao opero.tions, .fOUl' llonbors of W'C Col s 

:,312, A306, And C45 took ndVQutaco 'of tho Chiou Hoi Progrt'lle On.o ot 
"these returnees willineJ.¥ rJ.a.do c. t::'..po-rccordine of' a. Chieu Iloi LlOSSC'-80 

. ~_:"'c1ressod ta !.lcr.ioors of' his f'or.o.or· 1.Ulit" elld tho others refusod duo to 
pl·.~,fesnec1. ooncer11 for the 'WOl:ta.ro cf their parcnts/fOllilios, Inf'or-.. .lc.tion 
!'eceivod frVi.1. those porsom'lel is c.s follows: 

. ! 

.' 
(1) VC units cook between 0400-0600, lJ.O()"l,OO, C'Jld 1600-1800 

hours (loilY'. 
(2) 10 contil'lUe to usc forco ill L1..".J.'ly' instCllcOS to rocruit porsonnolo ' 

(3) va units sui'f'or f'rom l~'ck of f'ood~ clot.h5.1113, r .. l<l modicine. 
(4) VO units ha.ve CI. h;.G;h ro.t,:; of: mo.L'"'.I'it"1.8 
(5) . VO IlmOOrs str.:)~e;~" fore;,.· dr-str;~.~:cG o.nd ~G::.llor.v fires, 

OVCll though thoro ere 110 indicntiol"ls thd l:luoh mol\') thC'.ll 
hClT(l.ssnont is boine ,L'110 by mIt s. Threo returnoes: sto.tod 
th['.t no Llomoors of t;.lOlr groups '\010;('0 killod by air or nrtillory, 
but thc.t sevcl'.':'.l '\'!Ol1Q lntU1Clcd. 

(6) va personnel ht1VC ot~lcr :roars, tho'U8'h to c.. 10ssor dogroe tho.n 
f'enr of' niT or c.rtillc!"J. Some of thoso foi'.rs o.:ro: 

(c.) Fcc.r ot ac.lo.rin. with no medicine. 
(b) Foro- of dodh, O,nc1 burinl in VJl 'I.l.lJlllO.rked sro.vo. 
(c) Foar ror ,·IOlf'r-,rC I)~~ fCJ:dlios" 
(d) HanosicltJ."1css 
(0) For:.!' of s·Gr.'.I'Ving 
(i') Fco.r of S"pc~il'\e £roely c.lilong thOl;}301vos", 

(7) Som VC units do no~oj p::..y their personnol. On\) roturnoo hod 
nover beon p~idf 

(B) "\lC units arc broken into threo or four-L1...".ll colls, r.ll'ld <:;::,0':1 

BOn1:cr is druid to discuss porsoll(u !.lO.tters with the utihors 
i')r fear tho:t one 1:1C'.0' be nn illforo.or. 

(9) J£a.flct cnd louc1s: . .'Dd:or nisrdolls help, rut wider covorae;o 
io necossc.ry to· i11:1U:1:'0 ·I:,ha.t a.JJ. VC boC,.)lilO I.lW~ of: tho 

, ·Chiou Hoi proerc.l:·J.g 
(10) Colors which c['.tch '1:,110 ayo should be used for loatle'ils .. 

Ono ro'Ciurnoc pickell up ('. loci'lot solo~r 'boac.uso of tho color 
D,no'cher ooc['.uoc Df '(,110 pictuI'ce 

(11) 10:l;hough VC lol'.tlo~·::1 told new recruits t:.\d they willopornto 
110ax ~t:ihei:l.· hO]":1OS, t,~l:i.S is ::!.Qlcl.Ol1'l tho cc.oo. T.l0 hooosio10.10S3 
;~ccl'lot thome 011ou111 00 f'ully exploitod. 

(12) 'Ie loc..dors toll tho pooplo tho.t tho chiefs {i.o. hnl';u.ot~ 
'Y""i11c.ge, Dis';j~dct, at.a) h2:vc too nuch power" <:'.lld that th:i.s 
pO .. rcT ohould be ill ''';10 hCUlC.ls of tho POOplOI bt!.t tho pooplo 
do not boliovo t.h:i.c. One roturnec stntod. 't,;.l.:;\:. 10 propt'.gan.cla. 
Ilgocs in GUO o::r t.:'.l1r1 01Xl;, tho nthor". . 

(13) i-fcj1.Y r.lctlbors cf VC "Unit,s evidently vpt °1:.0 return, but uro 
S-"puI'Viscc1 so cloaoly tll(:.t csca.po i::; vi-I'tunJ.1;y itlpoBs:i.bloQl 
O2K) Quy Cha.nh st.~tec1 t,:::-:t ho hud boon tI"'J;i.ne to osc['.po fol' 
.'.ivo r.l0nthr1j! nno-i:,;lU!' h:::<.1 roan t.ryinG to!.' t:u:'uo months. 

(11;.) All roturncQs stc.tcd 'Gh:-,t while no ovart n.tt,ompts 'WOl'e mado 
17.( Jojhoir lcc.dors to provont thoir !'(;c.cl:i.nr; or holdin~ lDnt:­
J..o~s they still fult, ::miJc::,rtc:Lius fo .. ..::: ef "mat Llight l .... '"'.p~Jell 
:.:'? loc..flc";js ~c:'c ~: .. 'UllCl j";.1 t,hcir posscSSi~':-l'l. 

---.-~- ----------- -----------__ --.-J 
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(15) All returnees stated that thoY' had heard loUJispoaker broad... 
casts': ~L'i-JO stated that the I:rl'oadoasts helped thor!!. decide 
to return to GV:N" a thil'c1 stated that he had o.1ready' made 
up his. mind to ret.u:c."n p:riOI' to hel;"'J."ing the bromca.sts and 
that he didn~t ~isten closo:q;the fourthsto.tod that. he had· 
he1lI"d ·the browicasts but didn~t believe the theme.. (which 
'Vl'J.s 0; general Chio'l.l Hoi r.'"e;3snge) bu-t rallied ~t:y'WOy'. ' 

(16) Cne retu:rnee sta.t.ed thut hoI' group we under orders' to ' shoat 
at all U .. S. oircrr..i't while the others sa.id toot thesc,orders 
emphasized Psy Ops nircroi't. No attempt wa.s made by the three' 
units to droi-m out thcllX3SSD.geS from loudsperuror aircrci'li •. 

(J.7) One returnoc stated that he 'W"UB told 'by his leo.de~s thnt the 
.ll.ntericltl1s i-lere the aggrossors$ but tho:t ho didn1t beliove this.. 
He further stated that once tho va were o.x-iYon oul; ot the 
country there would 10 pencos and that is whe.:b he wonteo.. 

5& (0) ~qsIO]1g,; 

!to 2 Bdo cleploys to QOOtLOl~relieve:iJj 1st Bda of: responsibility or ' ' 
securing QUAN LOI :P'.lse, and cOnQucts combat operatio,nsin .r.oo MINH/HAN Q.uAJJ/ 

/ QUAN LOJ/HINH THlu'lH areas (12-J.3 .july 66),n' . -' , , 

I 
1" 

/. 

,/ 

hI) 2d Bde defends HAN QlLlUV'QVlU\ IlJrjLOO NINF/MINH THANH areas; and. ' 
,locates and destroys, VC forces v.:nd insts.l1ationScl (,1) J~-24 Aug). 

,c" ,2d Bde in close cooperq.tion and ooordina.tion ",ith GVNUnits, con. 
dUC-GS rac.e. clcoring op~rations tUong Ht,'Y 13 from HaN QUAN (XT7;88) to vic' 
TAN YJt,U (XT7676 h secures US/1U1.VN Ellg:r Det :r~pai:(~i.l'lg HVJj" 13l covers withM 
dra:ttt <?f US/ARVN EngrDet upon OOlnplo-(,iori oJ:opcratiol'ls (~22. July). 

de>' 2d TIda in closeoooroillA.t,blJ ,\-lith ~)t.h .A.H.\iN Div and BINH LONG 
Province L'ol"CElS conclucts o:t:f.01L&ivu opo:C'aiiif.;!1s S oJ: HON QU.h.~! to locate onc1 ," , 
destroy VC :forces'. ,~.l1d buscS:.?(';J intr~:;:-a.ict., 'irO i1arurnunieo:tions!lWson routes,-" 
c.nd to 0100;,;.", repai~'" a!'..rl sCCUJ.""U li:_.;y 1,3 foX' passage of li.J.'1.VN convoy (:>-4.A.ug 66), 

6\ "'~.\ ' I> ,v § COD::L?'l' OF cr?E;'W.T!Ol;S~ 
~ ... ~ ___ ~.a...~~~ 

0, 

~ VJ.O.nouver.·g This oT;erll"i:.ion tID.S conducted, in ;I pooseStts, tollows: 
.' " . . 

Phase It a. verbnl orc1el~ 5.l'isucd 0\1 11 ~r'l1:Ly!'f init~!d-.!;}d this phns~ot ' 
Qpel'o.tion :£L PASO III.. On 1?--:L:3 J1..1ly6,:i, Bd,,) H0ulqnc.:rtc:..'smovcd to QUAN 
LOI 'l:r.f D.irlii't and prepa.roc.l to 1J.::m1.l.TllO OPCOIT of 'U.nit~! 1.U'lClor lst,Bdo'Qpntrol 
on ,1,30700H July 66. 

, Phv.sa H: On' 1:,0700H Jul;y" 66» 2d' Bin i::sS'illlledoporc:ti(mn2c~ntl'ol o! " 
. ' , 1/16 In£', 2/16 lIlt'" J/J:3 LTtf t 2/]$ I.c~·.) 1/2?- Ill.~:;.' <::\}1d J/?Z lui', !mU rol.ioved 

1st BUe of rnissi.ons in urea of <)poj':'J;l;:i.onI2~. Bde ;!);~;i ... ::i .. <'1.ted(.:ommt oporntioD4 
, to destroy v"C fo:cces, f'O:Jil1.t:1.O,s., "J.l1(1 b),SI2B, :L~1 t-h:":! i~JJ.wi LO~/HON QUAJlI!LCO . 
:NINF/MINH THL\.NH Ul"C<:r,s" , ' , , 

b., Fire Sllpporl~B':L;:'o :Tuppor·-t '\'k1.2. p~t',widC()b;r Dxlj':.llz:"Y':t ~ Air , 
and LTFr. So Thc~e -,/Ore 1.7.soc. ~'O:" ::'ILL ~~J1.' .. 7::',::')~' 1:'1(,'1, t,·:ts~ ·~o ::mto:~.J.ot VC 
concentra"c,ions Dnd routes. o:f l.r;Lthdra,wle The Bda WM supported by a. com.. , 
posita direct SUYf)(.,:ct ar-t;i:U.e:c'/ 'bo:t.·VlJo,:;.,:_ 1,5Dfl~/8t;' tll"'liilJ.oX'Y bttt.tolion ' 
("") in general sUPP'Jrt n.nd tho :nevlly fomed 1st J!.s81.'1.u1t ArtilloT'iJ 'BQ.ttory· 
(4e:(:morttU's)o Thes€<ukdts Olli;,.1bloc1 "f:,he Dele ·t,o hn.ve C011tinUOUS indireot ,', ' 
fire suppo:rt :for o.1l opcro:c,ions oonductodc r~xt.el1si.vo !l&Ipl~ogrOllls'WOro 
firod in tho Me o'Oero:hiona1o.rOM~, WJJ.el'l.0~rer ~i"t '\-lore u:vullable, the 13de 
IDvinto.i.:nc'lo;t; J..eailt, une he1 ;coptCl' 1'ire klilD. on ::.rtD.l'ld. by o.t t.he Bda CPOI' 

• '{';:::'J:::'(j'\l .. ~r :1.tcould best be utUizou t.o support. Bel::;; ("lomcntsi,' l~q.ditiona.lly 
light fh"s teams 1~c:;:>a ut il"l.zc (:1. ~:".J l~:CV.n.d.c; ,j.:,' co· .. ·;,:: for- convoy :moves nnd ,,' 

'~.igh:t, rocol'l fligh"ti';' using the ~t.nrligh'~j Scopn s",iJp,:;;:n cttnohment ot D· Troop , 
1/4 Ctl.V th~ .~.ero Hif1!3 Plo:~oQn E:.::Jd l:tgb:t f:\.2:";' tl~rrill"s.'Ere 'ut,illzed ('xten;.' " , 
sively t.o o~J.?port Bele oJ;3l'utioi:1s ~:·u...""!ll::;h:i..:Gg col1l'til.."l ;:mc1 nerw reconnaissance. 
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J..l JuJ,y - 2d Bda rccoivt;cl vorlx'.l )rc.lors crmfi:r.ming l;lOW to QUiJl! LOI 
:11:) :li. J·t,):.}" k ly:rtic:i.pa:~o in Ope;r,'.t:;,oa EL PiloSO III .. 

::-~~ J'd~r ... 2/16 In£ (-) rCl~c:.:l.~J.':.:(l ::-:.t.cc.chod to 3d Me. T}10 l/lS Inf' (-) 
C·):: .... -:,i!J.i..:Ol: "'l',:Cl~ CJ?COl~ of Div. Tho 2/W !n.f' (-) rom;li110d d'buchcd to tho 1st 
2.c1u~ . }':.lC 1./23 In.f c'.mtinuoQ opns tU'l.Ller OPLl.N 9-66 (Cpn .UNJONTOWN) ~ Tho 2d 
Bd~ ~~q.2 ,--~:...:: Bi,l-,y TI, 1/7 Lxty c::.-:r:r.:.onood nir1ift fr·:n BE.i...j;1Ci~T ll.irstrip c.t 
lZe'fsC'5:'-I c.ld C'..::l "! 121700H c.. tdr"l yf 13 1i:1."'ts had. closod QU .... N LOI with 18 
c.c1ditLl'l.n.1 l:1.ft,s requirod to cboo. 'Iho Delo h::vl suffic:i.<.ll!t olonol1ts at 
QUid:'! T..OT ~j. f'..lLw full ')1'cr('.ti'..Inn of t,tl() Bele Hqs. 

13 July .., !~'!; 130J25H, Col Do H:i:c'c C Srlith, tho 2d DLlo CO, was stricken 
"lith whc,t :::.ppv~-:.rcd t·.) be n nih":. hO;r'G :.'..tt~ck :::l1c1. wus evc.cur;'c,L,d. Lt Col 
Eex-bert J .. l-1cChx'Ystd CO of th0 2/j~ Il1i', \-T.~:S iti1!:t~(1ic.tolY' p1(~ced in cc.Iltlr'ltld 
a:: t.!1c Bdc. Thu 1/16 Inf 1U1c1 2/1;3 In.! 1 b:;,th l'.Jc·tc@.;:d c.t QU.iJJ LOI, woro 
~.-!:.t",chcc1 t'J th0 2d :&la affectivo 130700Ho '~'hc 1/18 :In! rot l-1INH THl..NH and 
'~,>,; ]/4 Cc.v (-) at i.E LOC ~'0r\j cJ.I:v: :: .. '~t.::~ch()d t.) thu Dclc; r::t; l.3CY700H. All 
c.;l,·c.c.choa ,\;mits' olltcrod tho Dele CnQ l.~ot r.r'li ··1.30700H Q.lld tIlu Dc.1o entorod tho 
;::i'l]' Cnd 11dli r.l1l1 c·.>Dt.1onccd Opn EL Pi.SO :CIIfl:.:.-n .S&..J} o-P'l"utioll: Re1:1(.:.iniIlB Ddo 
.:~-"':)P~j:':'t oll,);'.i.;ntD c)1TI1'1otoe1 drlif':; .. )~J110 ilit'J l.lulJ:i ~I a~ 13l600H. 

14 July - Dele c::lntinuod 0;>11 EL 1'.:.SO III. Tho 1/16 In! wes dot a.c hcd: 
f'rt-!il 2d Bele c.t lJ.,.1630H end c.ttr.:ch(..(l tj ,?d jJ;':u r.,t Ll~I KHE c.t a.ppr()x 141700H • 
. 2/16 I1'£ !1:J'I;'ud fro!l Lt~I KIE ('.11(1 "'i'~8 r.,tt:'.Ch0cL t.:) 2d Belo c.t :v.~092lH" Bela 
c!')l1tinuucl: t'l ::li::cu.rc QUAN LOI "Ii til 1/?t5 I,'")i' 1)..11<1 2/16 Irt-&J tWiT (\frAN- -with 1/4-
.Ca.v (-) ~['l!(l Hrm-r THlj~H with 1/18 lllf ;~·.)~'l!,luctiacr daylight. rC:C·_,llllt1.iss::'llca 
pr..tr;ls 'cncl ofJt::-.b1ishing 13 niGht, C);·.10'."G pa.tr·.,J.c with)ut c'.,n'k.ct. 2/16 IJ.1f' 
C.OSULlCd tIl('; !lis~;i.)11 of Bela iill·:::.l 

15 July - Vigorous p::.tr:JlJ.:i.ng :~cti.:ll WO.S c(mductud by 2(1 Delo units ill 
AOI s with:,ut os'cI.1.b1ishing c,:,rrkc"i;'8 Tho 2/16 In.f' [1,;.1(1 1/2C Il1£' C()ntil'lu(Jd "(",) .. 
;~ocuro QUi.;:r LOI concluctco.. dLVljg;ht p;.::~ro1s toJ tho N, rill, sur'mel NW r:J1.U 
estnblish_cl 7 llieht conbo.t p~tr;)b. t;.10 1/]13 In! .ccz~nco(1 :.~:I.rli..f't !)pns i'r:n·Q. 
l{[NR THIJ:lII tl; LCC NnE! at 150855iI ~-:.~.:.~~. r'.snuH.Jc1 rosp':msibiJj:~'j" f')r c101'o1180 lSi' 
Lcnrrnm c.t J.51225H.1/4 Cc..v (-) c .• rltinuocl tv socuro rI01':; QU1.N - r Ql1;.~ 00l'po 

(luctc<l dr-:j'15g l1t p:::·,trJ1line r.1'ltl Lle:-~ I3Llcuxi ty OpllS ::.t il:t[;h't,.. Oporc.tioll 
EL PliSO III, S& D, c·:;,ntinuod in t.hl,; liON QUi.N/QU.ti.l·~ LOI/LOC r·J:J.lTII arc:a.s. 
,Appr;)x gO,OOO' luci'lots of No 969 i,r.:.rd t~ropp'.:.;d int·,) nn c~~(.:::. bJunclacl by ccordj,..· 
~~tos XT6000, XT6087, XT6500, rnu XT6537. 

16 July - T:10 (kfol1fK: (.)! QUlj'T LO:/HON QU:,T\~/LCC'NINJ;:( continuod\vith 
units c('"'i.1(~uct5.lJ.?; o:.<"t"J11f.;;i,vo .. c.kylig:.:.t :'J'~l l-:\i[3b:t. :unb '.t pr.tr:;,ls. Tho 2/1(. Inf 
~nCl ' '26 I~"" C·· ".!..';'~1.,-", ,. - "'CC1"~' ~"." i:'U' '1" LOT' ,'., ~ . ., ... nrl ·c ''Vl"ctor'L' . ..., •. ~ .; .... <I. ... , .J..f' 0 J • .J.. ';j,.'." _.'." .,-,,,, .V·_' '-' .• J. L· ... , ... u Iloj .I..... ~ ,.'"""0,.; ........... o-.· .. ~" '. I _ ••. < .•••• ' 

,. c')nbo..t p;-,trclD.. 2/16 Ij~1f. c:>nc.:1.'.cJG0(":. j1:...Gill FLICrllTS c,r:U:i10nCi"lg t'..t 16080411 
plc.cL"1g 4 pl::-:t:.v:ms int~' 4 c1ii'f0:C'0~'~ L2.t 3" P:ltr'J1s r()turl1ult t':-J base croLlI' ')11 
f;)ot vithc:.v.t CGl1t::.ct. Tho C.dL:iti;:(~ nissLn of socurinc; 'cll(: El1gr w'}rk 
1 • '1 J t' l' ' J '. ( • ",-. 'V·1r. / ' 't' 2i16·'...... ., ~ , ., ce'~o..J. c. Ii . "10 ;-:GcrJ.:(,o prr. VJ.C .... '1<;. 00), Wr:',8 [~J. Vr..:l1 ilo,.; _ J..i.1."i. I (J:t" J.rr.,CI mJ."co 
pcrir.;,u... J/2G I;Jf concluct(;(1 c.L,yL.gh·i:, ;;> . .-:(.r:)13 t,:, tIKi SS:i3 ~ VI, 'ftWE 1Vith..;·ut 
:,llcic1o nt.. l/W I11£. c·:.ntinU0:l1 t. dvi' ... :'\(1 1.00 NDlli cOl1ducti:lr~ .3 d[,Jrligh>G end 

. .3 r<.; ini':::·rcc..cl squC!.l Gizc nieht c .J.:lx:t p~tr;jls",' At 161500H 5 VCs "toro ("~i.)ru­
hondc:d·· b-J l/JJJ vic XU723086. rnt(;~(·:i.~CJ3r:"i:i:Ln sh,)wod 3 t·., bQ (losortors from 
l:.;ccl SEC ~..l:c1 ,,,uro turned ovur 'Co '~j.lu SF,,' Tho rOLlc~inine; 2 suspu~ts \/oZ"<..; 
turned uver t:, tho Di3trict Adv:i.;~. ,r" 1/4 C[,V (-) cent inuuc1 t,)· Ll<;.fcnd HON 
'"'U'-· ,. , t"'" ,. 'th 1/9 "',T" L n AJ:r' Tr . 'f 1,.;.', c::rx:.1.1C·V:',;.).r~ CJ1 .:lporn L)n 3.:"1 c."jr(,:'.;·~.::'.."t.J. >n 1,.rJ. • ..ttvl: . .t;C .j;.j,;4t:';' cup 

:hlt'.~ tl"lC: r1.1b~)Ur pl.'1)1tc.tion ,3-710:1 vl::iVl ,:;f L.N LCC witJ:Dut c.ntr'..ct. At 191~)5!I 
c..,pl:::,t of }; 'l'r n1' 'W'r.'.S Lli::lp(':~chccl '\:0'. a:cc'Upy ::'.i.ld dofc.,ncl t::to lli!):.t &r·.,und irl~ 
:\T'75789S' (; ~ DUl'J,:,1.1?, .h: .... .l!'S0I c~~..rk!1..:,;s::; .J C ,,-:'00.t p::'..trc,ls wc.:ru o Erc:.:."1JJ.,ishO(:. ... 

------.~------- .. -----.~.--rO_:~7.----. -- - ... ~"--" 

.".,. 

' .. ~: _.~),... 

.. ' .·IN.C~. S.lEl~.: .... i,' " ___________________ ~~~:~~\t~~~~==~~~~ ____________________ __ 
-~,. ~ .-" _ • ..J 



,'. 

~,t)1 

, '. . 

:ImCi4\SSlFiE,U , 
~ .. , 

- .. --~-=:=--..:=:=::.::-==--~~'" , ______ ,_-d..:' 
J'i' J.u:;:~ C"c::."::'.tion EJ.., Pl~SO In c::mtinu.od in th{) Q.,U;,F LOI/nON QUlJo/, 

i:,'X: :'\;~::=\i':~ '.'2'( ;;'i.:" ',':;1',; ;2/J.6 1r.:;: ~x.d 1/28 L1f cc':,,~': J.nucd ,to S(;CUI'G QU1:..N LOI 
~ 'l;~:O):~t~.:1::: 5 ~),;.::;i ;;\hf) '~'1.:'J.,i~:;ht pc.tr·)ls i:.J tho ::; :I E, SE, tM:> :.:'J'ld S, with'jut 
',~,',:;.:t,.: 1)11:,.:t.>;; h: ... \1':;'!'" :,'f d:::rlmoss 7 C:):'.1D:;.t pd,l'tj,ls were.: ()s;~c.blishcd forw::-.rd 
,:,1' .):~ '.J.:r·h),C'::'c;,,;, 3 .• /:~.G Inf SOCUl~oc1 LOO ~nNH c·mc1.uctine :3 plc.t sizo'daylight 
,P:.:;l,:c.)ls '(:,; t,;.1(; J'E;. E ~:.l1d ~IJ 'Hith::mt 0l1CY.1Y c')ntc.ct.. Tr.1Toucoubnt p::.tr·)ls ,,' 
',iC,:,',., ;;c.iL'.,:1v,1, Ll :jho C'):',A;~ rlurj.nG :lj1.1rS ;,f d(~rkn(;nf..i .. '1/4 C('.v (-) conductod 
:2 .. tX1: ;jj.:::;):)d:;l·_:'S~, c:;nsis'cing '::f u10::1Cl1'~S fr"m:.s 1/4 Cc.v, C 1/28 In! ('.l1U . 
"':!/l c~·:' 11'''Vj:11 ,,,,~ ....... lyi'v)· .~.1,., C· ... O .. 1 l,T '!,. W r,'''' Fm-I Q'uTIN ,..-It'l """oi1o""~? c"n+"'ct ""'I "'9, ... .,\: \ .. L, -" t. ...... l.-,,:.\.~. __ ... __ :.;> ~J ••• l, w.L. ." .. <.!.. .. • ..L 1 ~ .... \. w..\." } ...... ) .... 1J -v ' .. ' :,.01 ••• .". 0 

J;:i 0\1].:" •• D:lz; ':·,-rrtin1.lod t.' (1cfc)jxl HON QUk,N/QU;0T10:rjLCCNINH a.J;ld c:::n­
c:u::: iJCG.j:;;01'd:L< ... E Trr~ Pi .. SS/EL Pi.BO ::::C1 S fr(.~u HON .QUl,JoT [~c,n:S Hw,f 1.3 t')BM69 
(·!..'n~,'37L..5) .vlith l1o[~r:tivo Co.)1'l'li;:-'Ct. e 1~10 :)~(,r(:.tbn <.!':n:3is·~()t,~ of tw~ Task • . 
J70J.~~OC2i~F LT~'!'!L!.J: cC)T:lp0s,:.;d ;)f l/l.;,Cc.v (-) ;:;:"1<1 2Ccr s 2/16 Inf.~ TFHATj;I1~WAY, 
'fivc.s C'."l'.lp ... 30d (if 2/16 Ini' (-), 1 CQ jj.:', rS/."2VN Ene!' Dot:-xi(,:3/1 Cc,v (.AJ.1.VN). 
::::~::,;.; GUpp'·JIrt~.:l'· t~:-(J'Jns woro tho 8/6 I\l-ty (.~),1 r.IGhTI-IOR.'3;~ llslt 1~y~128th . 
.JU:i.;~~.lbilo CUI "'21 l'l~~t 1st £liP CGp ' 1/28 Inf' trmF) <.'1.11(1 1/9 D,U' (lillVN) (HRli'). 
1/:'8 In£' 101::'.8 pIc.coel on 30 mL"'Jutc ~J.l;rt t.:' Toini.' 'reo Opurc~'::'it,:n UTE Pl.BS/ 
.~:-, :?tBO EIe ~:,'),(; ·,,;por;xtLn (,,'.)lJL!"';- :c0Cl c..t 180800H: when T2 j:';::;HLI:l!~ cros;3~<l 

. tho .. L' e.nG. !',1 :,v,,<1 S t': sc.;cu.t;c 132.3", ;'.1:.. It.'309CY?:E., l~t 18Q9001I,,' LIGHTHORSE .A.slt 
lv:ty bogc,2l 1i.f·[j inJ(j:.· Ba.se i CLfJ:i.:',: c.-G 18CCT4,(J.. Jd. 18C93Sli, Bnse II W:.'S 

"P' ~t 181020'" ..... /'" .. ,' o'R' "1,' 1'''''' l' b:' , 2 ,,_.r.' [;0(;1;::0(1 by' TF lliH:,r,:=o u • "'~!I J.....i.I.1d.i... :I>:".c" U';'; C ::U.lwnCiJC. :c'l.l'lgJ.J."1g P...all , ' 

l~slt. Lx:ty :i.l.l'(:,:.J Dc,so II, Q.l'ld cLs.:.d ::-.t. lBI046H. Tli' HJ".T::J,}U.:J: closuc1,'c.n<l s(.curod 
Bes(; 1 ':'x.1 r:.t 18J225H bcf~nn nuvi::'13 :i.lrc,.J D::u:w II lOI.1,v:i.::.18" 1 ltii' Co' toe' s(;curo 
13::80 :~ :.L~:~ J..,IGIj.THORSE Aslt l.:r'cy. '1' . ./ !ZHl,J,r's C0J.it:i.nu.t;d ·te, PLj,j.iSETwith.)ut 
contr,;:~~;,;< Elv:,'.cmts of TF IEvJ1J.:E tIwi.1 stnrt~d t·,) H:)Vc.: beck r! t:) Sli.Icuro rO'Llto 
b:~c:~ ·c,~ I~O:;i QU ... ..!.': s LIGIITHOIi.SE J..sl-t. Al~t,Y' 'Wt]}) Qxtrcwtocl fro)", Dc.SQ II ctW1450H. 
Ls1'::, l..:r:-'vy vr.::: thon vxtrf'..ctod fr'.'i.l Ii",:}(; I ('.).1.(1 c1:')3,:;<1 QUI..t! LuI. 'IF ill"TI.U .. W.:Y 
r.l' ',01 be,cl: ILl't.Il fr:.n Dc.sv II ptclt::i.n,: u:) lJl'lm (ll(;,n.mi:.s c.t De:./JO I c.nd tl:ov:l.ae ~T 
t,~ HP in nVi' crulJ~ vlhuro l.r'1VN L,lv;lujJ.'G;~1 1Iiuro :l.'01(;0.8ul1.. il.J.l olo!ilonts of: 
2/16 In£' clo:3vll QUMT LOI c.t lG1COOlI. 1'1" IKIliJi11; ::'-:,llc:1,T(;i:l T1" HJ:'TI-Ii~vlAY;~"1cl Glosod 
f.'0'11 nU"j·T ~ .... l r >1740Tl' 1/18 'l'nP ~ ,":',,·,,1,,'1 'T"CC o:r·.l,'\TP c·","'i"lC·'''·'l'· ",-.rlr'lsC'!l.'V·' c~"'~"'-.L J.~ 'ott l.a..&.'; '_;..t" l.>... J. (l l J. _ l.'..;..!..v.:..~ ... ~uv~ J.J 'l.~ l..~J. - .. ::..... ~/.:~';' ("J (· .. ;:~u \,.: 0 ~ ~, ow-. . 

light roc~;n p:::~r)15 (,).1d (;st::bliG::.1inl': 3 l1i!3'bt; cOl:71) .';:' )c:b~'-j13.. At 1811;30I-I, . 
2 VCs 'VToro [:l'pNh0naocl vic XU707007. DUTing ]l:,urs vi' dr:;rlmo::ls 2/l6 In£. ::.nU ' 
1/28 Inf c;m.c1 uctod 6 (!"~.llnt pdrolo ::':.1 tiw (~UL~·1 tOI ,:"'1:'(;::'~ J./ 4. Cc.v( - ) , ". 
cst::::.bl:i.:3~1u1 :J L.F':3 iu HOi:: Q~J};1J r::l:'v c. \.1'.l:~i.lg h~)t4.tr.:l ,)f c1 :::.rknA,lS" A'~ 181730H, 
en nir::;tr:iJ:u "';'.3 r.c~lll,;c1 in b~' c 2d D.:1u F1~Cn :3 C)X CQrtc "lic. XT5'l78J7 ro .. 
Ot1.1til1·5 ir:. 2 ·~.I:C c;:~ts .dostl\_:~"Gd J 

" . . 

, 19 Ju.ly - Q:m EL Pi,sO III c~.n·G:-.:..'),'\."iI uith -t;ho Bde; dd\:.1j,dil':V:; QU1J'I to:V ' '.' , 
,RON QU1.,l'J/LCCj~~:d\m nrc:c.:3c 2/16 Xi.'::': '-:J.'.d 1/2.8 1nf CL:,ntinu;)c1 t·, clclclll1d QU;.H LOI ' 
"'lith 2/16 c·.i.!c:uctil1,i: 1 Co siz() .S('J) op,:;:.t·:·~·~ion tc; t.ho l\TE r..:dl/28 lnt c')"-lducting 

:2 plat size p,jir.J1s tu th:.:: SF ?, H ,x;;' r;';JLl: )):)J:1.;it,hoC'.t Ui::··CC~r:t.. 6 night 
conb,:.t p2..tr:.J.:3\v'~:co u ::n~.:.blishod fOl"y::,x·d G.i:' ti1c T,)1D rU,:iJtu:c ~ 1/1J'J Xnf c .. :'rrtinuuc1. 
to dofend Lee i';nm cc;nU.1.1ctinrs 1 c: 8:'.ZiJ seJJ t') 'r,ho W [')::.r:L 2 plr.ttlOll sizo . 
pc.tr-jls to thv SE [' .. 11.,1 '!tI" Thu t1nj.~ cu:,'rlL~ctod "1 n1.!7'ht, cu.:\!),"',:t 1x'..trl!\ls .. ' 1/4, 
Cc.v ( •. ) C ,,::.:\t:i.nu·ou:. t,_ cluf01':d mj) :}U.:.L :,n-t.;, D ;.ni ( C Tr·p r<:,~.cl (/ 2/1~ Inf C·.lllClucting 
p,:-,uni:.L.cl roc n p;,~tr;)ls in the cr.:; ;'~ lJE. () SB c:f non Qn.!~lf,·-lilO LP end 1 pl:,~t 

5i::::; dO!1bc-.t ·lJ;.t.r'Jl ' .... vro ostc:blifJhod ,:ur:[,l,l: r h .. ,l;"'S _,f Ct:l'k!l(;f~S ~ l .. J:Ch':"tlP'h 110 w ~~- y ~ 

C"'j't.,.,c+ 'F~,. ';1~'10 ui+h VC )"'':Xl:'·~'''· c",-1C',rt +"1" ,'·-,V 0 ''''" -, "" .. ", .. ,)'" "'H' <7C ""'l"'~")'n' '6 • .J. _ _ ~ ... • ... 1,) -. '-J... "-'_ _ tJV!,; ..... u.. ..... v., 'J)._~ .,J.,_t .. , ,_, ~ """"w' J. """oJ\ :, '"' .. ..L lJ .'0',) V j;' ' ... \1 . ....; 

:1::'1 tIc:) ,ric e,l iJ.P DUe VIim: vill.(~:::c, C~'i.~1 59n03) ,.r:''.::> :~C'CoiV(;(i, thrQ;lglh AHVE . 
S:::u.:.:e'..;s C;'lll. UilfJL1CC0ssful ::ttto"ipti.' H0:,: :~'::J(; b;/ clvn",nts ',):l:tlK 1/4 Cc.v (_). 
tJ l')c[' .. to tJ.1"';SU i~ .. )rcus~ 

., 20 JuJ..y ... Ddo c"jntnmvc~ teo (l.;,;fo',·:J.FW)ll Q\iLN/~!I.,,[:.j:I J...o~hcc NINh" Opn. 
sap DmGOV'EL PJ:..:SO III." !',,· ... d clc;I''l''i,n • .,. '-I,·,:·o('~~"l,," ,l.: "':',n," n'r" ",L':j._~."c'!,,"·T:"l"", ,-M' "'c. .... (. ~ __ 6 \..l ··,J._-.J_ ... IoJ.·_.· ..... ~" <-_.-...... ! __ . J,J, • .J __ .9'"" -+~...v..I:¥~V\.4 

with 01t..:Ilvnts (ir t.he Bdu ;.'!,;V:l~G fr',~:-.~ q:}iU~ ~{_~C·j~ n,~b ~:OO'615}rL -L:.;",.;:jGn~~[:;; 1,l\,orcJ 

in posit5,,'11 :::;t IIO~'! Q.UMT :::.11::.1 tL"u ;)P -1:.:: ::;;;,i;). {)PG:~·::tt.:i.Jn" H::::~'ll G, ~or{loC, o,f' :J:'t..old.~ • 
pl[~(;0d~n tIl,; ·::p0l'cl.ti:)J:1 du(; to; ·b.;l;,;\T ,:t::-':t'glll,;:.l. 'I,[(;::-.'!:,hur :('v'Jul"c.ud J...;.'1 the C,p'l, " 

COil1g c::-;Lcc~l(;l.1,. a.t 200930IL, 2/16 J>,.:':' :"1 ·;'.ror: bc-,cL t '." C,'l~i:Ji~_~O~ tlQi\~;ndcd c.mn.r',';'10d, 
soct~)r of QUI":'; LOr pcr:W.]'c'liur, c .. ~1,~:1.1c-tu' c.)11ntcI :::.tt:::.ck p:i,','Yl 'C:) r(Jil'lf'lrco l~ON " 
QUAN in o'i/'e;;rG of ::-.ttuclr. C):1rl o::d:.~~bJ.:i.iJ: ~~,~l 4 l1i[~ht C :Jnbc .. t pcLJ:' ~·ls i:1 siJct.,r. 
Tho )/28 ID.:E' J':":C0n.doc1 thu cr:tiro QUk. LO::: P(;]~ili1r.,t0:(, until 20J:/,30I:1 whon 2/16 
rcturnod. t.':' soct')r" l/18 1l1f C"i~t.::.::::~(,d t, {t0fc;:ii Lee riD-IT: c.mduQtinr.· :3 .. 
dr:;;rlight :';P\.:i,1: ... Jc:l':.nD .. l'.pl~"."'G sizo p.tr.'<l. was (;·mductoc1 ':';:0],(; \.J.f 1 c;mlpc.ny 
size S&D :i.i1 C;::'1jul1ctbn ,oJith L:VN ,-,J.0::~:~ltSt.~, th0 N J.:i.l:).kin:~ up end muving 
b-"k S ~, ,~, .;~ _., '1 r , t Loe or-'rp D .., ,,~, r. b' "-- ls 

'-:"'" ""'~ , •••• A.t~ ,:,,·!V~;.i ,J...;) :_J 1·~J..l\' ... 1.1 UJ:--:L:."!.G L~· }'i.t't";1 "'1,' C.t.trJ.(It(. 36, .') con c";:' Pr' .. v.L-O 

",oro onk,'0Ush:..;;,l in tIw Lee NJ).'[·,~ c.r:,:-:", 1/.~ CW! (,-~) aft..,l: cr,D.co)~c:i:.bn of " .. 
ppn Sl']:f DI1~GO/EL PLSO III conl~ud,c(l trdl1:u1(s UJror':'lSCS t,_, t,ho W ojf HON QUlJJ.l 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

v:tth l3; 1"rp and to theN with 0 Trp without contact. Detweeu' 002SH.to 20024oH, 
1/40av (-) reported sporadic movements to the tront. A. pa.trol was dispatched 
in addition to the 3 night combat patrols already out. One of' these patrols 
~cane engaged for a short t:i.me resulting in one US WIA.. Analihar man wa$ in­
~'t.~u not as a result of hostile c.ation, ~th required. mea....evac. 

, 21. July - Me continued Cpn EL PASO III by conducting extiensiw S&Dopns 
In the QUAN LOJ;lHON QJJAN/IIX Nunl areas. 2/16 Inf conducted 3 company' size 
,sm Opns to '~lu E D"lt;l S of QUAN LOI without contact and established 4 combat 
patrols during hom's ot darkness. l/2J3 In:!' (-) continued to defend ~UA1~ WI 
conducting local security opns durin1I the day and establish.ing 3 com'iat pa.trols 
(iluring hours o£ da~ .. kness. ,illS Inf continued to defend 100 NINH conducting 1. Co 
si~ S&D opn to the SSE 'Which wa.s extracted by helicopter. During the opn liJ, 00 
:::"ocated vyh,":l.t ~ppeared to be some type of VC construction consisting of pun3 i 
:.:::;&:es arii severnl 18 r in dimnetar by 10' deep holes· vic XU755obl. Two plat 

:lJlZ3 opns were conducted by l/18 In.t' to the N and W of LOO NlNH without contact. 
'"During hours of darkness 4conibo:G patrols were established. 1/4 Cav (-) defended 

EON QUAN nnd. ~onducted a S&J) opn to the t.J' of H9N QUAN utilizing attached In!' Co 
while the Sqdn oonducted maintenance. At 2l1040H a. plat size reeon pa.trol was 
dispatched to vic XT69990l to check on damage t9 a bridge by earliel" opns. 

22 J~ -:Bde continued to defend QUAN LOr/HON QUJJV!.lr. NINH and conducted 
(:,pn SAN DIEGOjEL PASO III- in coordination with GVN units to clear Hw,y 13 from 
l-:ON QUAN (XT75SS) S to vic TAN KHlU (XT1676), seoure US/ARVN Engr Det repa1ring 
~-Iwy 13, and cover withdrm::al. of US!.AIWN Engr Dat upon compJ.etion of operation. . 
';i'~e opn consisted of·t1tJO task forces, LEWANE· e.ad HATHAWAI. TF ,L&1ANE was com­
~s~Cl of 1/4 Cav. (-):- A. &: C Co of 2/16' In£(-), US/ARW Engr Det, ]. Co 1/9 Int 
~ARVN)!) :3/1 Cav (ARVN) and MEDCAP Teron. Bcl.ta supporting trps \-/ere the 8/6 Art:y 
t",,), L!GHTHORSE Aslt Arty, B Btry J/7 Arty~ 12eth A.irm.obile Co, and 2d Pla.t, 
lS"G MP Coo Rtl.pic1 Reaction Forces were J/2S Int (US), l/l8 Inf." (US), CU1d 3/9 
InZ (l!.1M-Y)o The opn commenced at 2209:J)H when 1'F mw.Al~ elements crossed the 
SPo Elements of TF IEWANE continued to mow S along H-wy 13 securing Base I . 
a7 22l007H 'Without contact. TF lIATHAWAY moved behind. TF Ih"WANE, passed thru. 
Base .I and moved behind C l/ 4 Cnv to secure Base II at 22l0l9H. At 22lO27H, 

. both Base land. Base II were secured b:r TF HATHAWAY. A:I; 22l044H ria commenced 
· lift into &.se n closing at 22ll3QH. Lift of I/H into Bo.se I camnenced at 
~56H and was cOmpleted at 221236H. l'F LEvIANE continued moving S and secured 
LINE LONDO~T~ Engr elements arrived at bridge location at 22l307H ami began 
~pa.:ir wOrk. At· 2213lBH, TF LEWANE waS iMtructed to d1spntch a patrol to 
loente 1 US MIA .trOD! an earlier ·opn. At 22l454mission vms completed with ;re-. 
ro.o.ins baing recovered and identified. TF !EW~lE continued to secure bridge 
C:i.te for Engr elem.em:.s and l'r HATHAI-1AY to eecure Base I, Base II and B 1/7 

• «,;;+.;y at XT77SS22 't>t.i.thout contacto Engr elements completed mission at 22163QH 
· ~l TF LE\vAl-!E and HATHAW.A! CODaDDncod to move back N aJ.ong H~ 13. At 22l519R . 
extr~.et5_on or L/H tro..'U Base II beean run vms completed at 22l600H. Extirc.ction 
Srom Baso I began 22l6L~9H end WS cOJllJ?19ted at 221724H. B 1/7 Art.'1 began 

· iiloving at 22:..800H and closed QUAN LOI to.t 22lB35H. TF 1L'l.THAWAY released ARVN 
~emen~~s nt HON QUAIl at 22l820H "t't.J."1d. closed QUAff LOI at 22l915H. TF lEWANE 
t1:r:riil"8d at CP 48 v:i.c coords m6',J307 where 1 VCS ws apprehended by C 1/4 Cav 
r.:~ ~::;.i.'('l'..L"'U-I., Nr;, 221842H, ill elements of: TF IE\fANE closed HON QUAN without 
wt1:.01" conto.cto 1/28 In.f' defended QU,(U"IT LOI perimeter untU return or 2/lh Int'. 
;'\.U"ing hours of darkness 2/lb In:f' rold. 1/213 Inf de£'ended D.Ssigned sectors of 
, .. ~: ... W ~:.Q! perimeter and established 6 comhnt patrols. l/~ Int' defended 100 
NINH cO::::.l.'.cting :; dOYlight patrols to thQ Wi, S, & E. Co A moved out; and RON 
¥:.c ::1.J759071 and established a p!'.trol 'blse and conducted opns. During hours or 
d\arkness 5 cc:nbat p:x~!'Ols \.;are estnblished •. In conjunction 'With S.t\N DIEGqlEL . 
!;lASO IIID 0. MGDCAP 'W-ns held at TAN YJIAI (x.'l7W"'l75). 150 personnel were treated, 
100 be!'~ of seap ru-..d an estimated 200 £log T-3hirt.3 & black shorW:. were issued, 

. ~ i 
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23,Jul.:r - Tho Bdo continu(;c .... Opn ELPASO III defending HmiQti14'VQPi~l LOI/' 
Loo I·mm ",ith !.lin:,;r CnOT:lY cont;~~~t.. D.:rlihthc 2/16 Inf' c.ne ,tho '1/28 'Int ob­
served novoI'!cnt forward of the QU," . .!.::· LOr permeter during tllQ et1rly'morning 
hlJllrs of 23 JulYe At 230145H, 2/::,6 In!' reported 0.1'1 :tnc;·rJ.:ll'le rifle grunr.de, , 
oxploded vic XTG2,39 06 . in ;j110 Cel C c.10f'011:;lO .:"',L'Oll and a.t2.30225H, the unit firud 
on LlOVOL'ltmt to tho t'r.:mt ·')f the unit. Wire line s to Co A. wci~o discovorc;d 
C't:t a.t 230220H vic XT822912. T'nu l/2G 1n£ B' Co pa.trol ,f.:i.rccl '.)1,. suspdcto(l 
VC t )Z"'..r:::.rd of' t:hcir P')sj.ti 111 at 23011?.li." Tho pc.trQl rc-loc:,.ted 1tsuli' 
c.ppbx 200 netors N .;,£ o:rl p:3l1 C!\C.l C0ntinuoo. hQc.ring n;"VOL:Ol1t to the, tront 
u.'1.til 230200H. 1/28 Inf ,~..l1(1 2/1C Il1.f' continued to secure QWJ~ LOI with 
2/16 ccnc1uc'!iing a pl;:.,t sizo Pi.~tl101 to ·the E ut1Cl. 1 lni.1Cc.v te~l pntrol to tho, 
SEe 1/';}3 Inf c,mc1ucted 3. C~~I1J.JC:';'lY Gizc pdr,)l H of QU1J'I T.lm:. CoG l/Zd In£' . 
ioTas roli...::vc41:T.r 1/4 Cc.v (-) ~ Durin['; hGurs ::xf darkness J/2C D:u" a.nd 2/16 In1' 
c~mductc<.l 7 conbat pa.tro10. J.!W Ini' c:mJliinu.od dofonc1il~G LOG l'TINH conduc'ting 
:Ii. p1Qt size pdra1 t-::; the NVl. Co A departed its RON psn lrt 2:,J500H anel 
montluctoc1 c. vil1:::go SOLU'ch in conjlu1c:::'ba with J.JWN troops" Tho COl!lPc.lT".f ." 

.~' 

:'. . 

":,. 

::returned to Lee NINH at 231446H without o.ny incidents.. Dl.~:..~j.llg, hJUI's 'Ji' clerk- .... 
rJloss 3 COIlbc.t pc.troll3 wore estc.blishodo l/l~ Cc.v (-) cu::rc:i,nuod .t.o dof'ond ,,:~., 
'£ION QUl.N c-:m~lucting c.rocon k thu S,)ut)J~ At 23151001 tho patr~')l spottod ,\}-, , 
~5 VC l7lUVil'l{5 N vic XT7J4833, ~l',woV'el', they Ilt:'.l1t1.god tt.;. eV'r:.clu US nttur.lpts 
-t.,. ccpturc tllCl:,l. During hours '.Jf' clc.rl~l1usS 7 co:::tbc.t pntruls l-iUre ostc.blishud. 
:The~DC1,.p Tor...tl tror.tcd 125-150 p\.;r~v:;'lllol ill HINH THANH (Xtn6908'7)vinc.ge~ 
.-rho US AID To::;.). diotributccl aPIlrnx 1,500 Ibp < .. J: vo.:l:'iuus itu:us in .A:P .NIHH 
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/" ,THANH in C0l1jul1ctLn "lith the l,rEDOL1) Ten:r.", .... 

24 July - ,2<i Ddc co:rrtL'"lu(;d tc c.lofoncl HON QUAN/QUAH 10J..jrro III'INN. The 
2/16 Inf' and 1/28 Inf c-:ntinuec1 to a.ofcnu. QUAH I.OI '-lith 2/16 Inf' condu.ct:lllg. 
'2 rocon pt:.tT::l1s t·) thr: E and S, ",ith~u'G cGntact.. 1/23 Inf l"'Chea.rood Cpn 
SMt.3BER II t:., rei...if'JrC0 HON QU1Jij j.n ovc,ll1t of c.tt6.ck.. IUr,:;w.:nts closcd QUMT 
tOI "rith:.:u·t incidcnti¢ J~t 241233H [1. pr .. ·Lr')l ,~>(..s oe;lt .:;,. .. {G bJ' 'iJl1o En to' check 
out Ol'uc. tb.::~t firing we.c r0po:M:,~xl vic X::i:77%28 'Witll noecrUvo rosulto. 
During hours of d:n-knoss 7 c:)!'lbc.t pc.trolj WU!'0 ostcblioho(l in tho QU/JIT LOI. 
c.roo... l/Jf3 Inf c:),ntin1.lcd tv dofel1cl LC~ NINH Wit;l i:J.iln!' contc.ct. :3 PJ.t~t:.J·?n 
aizo dcyli51Tt; pdr:;ls "vJOro sel1t u'Lrl~ tu -tbo NW, SE a.nd El-m:~ C 1/18 approhondcid 
1 VCS nt 241700H v:i .. c XT74200S C~(1. ccp'curcd 1 plc.s·c:tc 1.P !.lino" 2. nigh·t; . . 
(1D!:1bc.tpr..tro1s t..rero cst:::olish • .;d L. t~lC ~(JCC liIlm C:l:'~i:':.~ • 1/4 Ca.V' (-) dcf\:mdod. 
HON QU.AN "vT:d;h l1')~C,ti~.'"d cuntc.ctc At 2409]0 II tho Gny (-) c',JInonccd rchec;;rsc.l 
(!f their p1::.n to rJUlJP'Jrl nnd roini\;rcc qUIJlr Lor in th..<.; a-ront it is c.ttc..ckod. 
1 l1::.urri:;oc.l c.1c..ylight pet.rol 'W'r.' .. :J c:)1l(1L'.C"i:;ud iII a.1onc- Hwy 13 t .. l tlle Golden Guto 
Dridrse (XT722973).. Lt 24U.46H 1 VCS 'W(~.~; c.ppruhul1dod vic XT724969. Futral 
closed H0:rT Qlil.j:T 'I.d:t;h::ut .furthor i;lcic1.unt.s.. .3 l1ieht (,I;;rilbc;!i pr.tl"ols were 
i..:,,::~;::-:Gch(.)d f·,;!"!-rc.ro oS: Hm QUl' .. H r.;;r,.'l..(1 

25 J~r - Cpn EL Pl:.SO In c~ntinu(;1 ,·ri..th Bele clC1."1cl1ts r1ofcl1di~ H(]:i QUJ1iV 
~WJf LOI/J..IYJ UINH with,)ui; coni;,r..ct. 2/16 In.1:' c.nd 1/2.3 lIlf continued to c1cfQnd., 
QU1;,.N LO! ,wi"lih 2/16 In.C c;')nrluct:i..ng ;2 pbtocn :,i;~Q ,;;r;t.J.·ols t.() [ ... ho HE c.lY..l SE . :, 
c.ncl 1/2g Inf' (D Co) concluct~d.: c. c..:.tt;x-~"7 ;3i.:~O 0p0?":::,iji.;.n t·c) ·i:'c.') ~l1/r ·)tQUAl'T LOI" 

.. ostub1iohinr, c, pc.tro1 Oc.flC, cO:l(1l.1ct.5.jl~: ~IJ2.t;::':'c>ls r:nd l·:.;·t.Ui.~J\;L:r'..U t.o qUJ:J'Y L0I.., 
Co A 1/28 Ini" c0nc1uc'~ocl EAGLE FL:,:Gl'f):8 ;3Z of QU;~\l 1\1:[ cnc1 ~"rkbli::,hod c. 
pa.trol bc.ao v:l.o XT869S68.. .l:.t 2510041;, ~_ ... plct 1//. L(::.~ rJ.ovc.:d .. ,;1t nud l~l1kod up 
1rlith ~\ Co J/28 I111' "rith bO;:jh c1cr.:cntD :r.'etuI'P:1.D:f': r..t 25162<.5)i, :, n~ht c()!":(bc.t 

"-' ....!. b ., .. l-" ,~,' 'Y .,' ",. ,."t· ·'I'H' -.J:' .. t.· 1 tl " pc:;';r()~ w";l"'::' (;:",,0. 1~1J!1cu J.11 ,',,!1(; Q.L:.l, .. t: ._".~ ;~';:.: .. ' c .• .1.(\ lJ...f c~ ,1.11:iJ.llUCC. ., 1~ c.i.u-

fLll:lC r)i' LlC iiI!!II, dispatrh:J.r-'t~ :3 ;,:,lc.t,·) ":l ~,:L,' r(,C)H <~~ .• ',;L:: t·) tho N&, E 
, i'.nL1 vI w:tth.)u·c o:mtc..c't., lLt ,~~".1315E:, tllU h" ~/r'.~j c.l.::);-l:'l;d ,:':~:IC ~Joss1r)JfJ r:lOV0-
!:lent t() Lt.l.I KHE. 5 c')nb.~t· pn.trol;:; ".)e:'::) ,)Jt~:;Jl:~shcd Ctl.d. :!.:-1.~ '2 jtu~s of: d.:-.rlmosp 
in tho LCC NIWI nl"Ot~" 1/4 Cc.v ( ... ) C:,'::L::'inllctl t.,;; ac):t'ond. Eor QUl.JI. At 250S35f{ 
(} 1/4 C~W cnd C 2/16 I1U' cSC .• X'·c(..;c1D (J/6 b:r~:; :;:'1":;:1 Y)N ,QUli~; t.o t\ fil":i.ng psn', 
vic .XT6991. U:Jon u:.."Tival at tnu C.l·c,q ~X~ 2;;.i.O-+()~·1, G :../16 i.O:UOu;.."'CcL 'che firing 
pon and C l/L~ Cc.v porf'Jnlccl roC'.)l' rr.~·,:roJ.r, t,,) the N &: tf". At, 25l645H, units 
returnod .t.::., l~ON QUArT with )'L:t c.·ntQct... .Tnroo conbat. P(~t:r(.)ls ',{Oro pOGiti~nccl 
durine hours Cft dnrknoss o 
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with Di ~ ar..d to the N with C Trp without contact. Detween. 0025H to 2002400:, 
1/4 Cav ("") reporiedsporadic movements to the frotlt. A. patrol was dispatched. 
~~,:! e.ddi~tlion "'Go the 3 night combat patrol,'; already ou:t~ One of these pat,rols . \ 
It<:lc.?':'3 eJ:'l..gaged for a short t:ll'ne :resulting in one USWL\... Another mo.ll 'VTaS ;in... 
j WoeS. not as a. result of hostile /lotion; 1:.oth required m.edo.evace 

2l JuJ:y- -Bele continued Opn EL P.AsO III by' conducting exe.ensive S&:D ODns 
!tn the QUAN LOI/HON QU1lJT/too NIl'll! areas. q116 In£' conducted .3 company size 
~&Dj opns to "the E and S ot QUAN LOI without contact and established 4 comba.t 
patrol.:') during hours of' darkness" 1/28 In!' (-) continued '00 defend QPAN LOI 
Qonducting locoJ. security opns during ·the day and establishing :3 c01Y!l:at patrols 
d.uring hours of darknesse 1/.18 Inf cont:l.n'l1sd to defend ux: NINH conducting 1 Co 
size S&D opn to the SSE vlhich 'tV'e.G extrllctedby hel1c.opter. Durir~g the 'opn B· Co 
7~':\~atcd wb.:', t'.ppeared. to be some type of ,rc oonstruction consisting of' PUl1j i 

. G:;akes Bl".d several18 f in diometer by'10' deep holes 'vic X'0755061. Two plm; 
: size opns -were conducted by J/18 Inf to the N and VI of I.JX NIl'lH without oontact. 
"During hours of darkness 4 oombo.t patrols ware established. 1/4 Ca"l1' (-) defended 
HON QUJUI t!1ld conducted a. S&Di opn to the W of HON QUAM utilizing attached Xnf' Co 
,.;hUe t..lla Sqdn conduc'l;ed main·~enance.. At ;>~1.040H a. plat size recan patrol was 
dispatched to vic XT699901 to check on damage to a bridge by earlier opns", 

. 22 .1~ ... Me continued to def.'end QUAN LOI/ami QU~LCC NINH and conducted' 
cpn SAN DIEGO/EL PASO III in coordina.tion wi th G1J~I units to clear Hwy 13 f".rom 
HON QUAN (XT7588) S to vic TAN KHAI (XT!7676), aeoura US/ARVN Engr Dei:. repairing 
I-~.~:;r 13l) ar.d cover withdra:-:t>l. of' US/A}~VN E%-r" Det upon completion of operation. 
't;he opn consisted of·tw task forces, LEW.lOO· csnd H.A.'l'Hil.Yl!Y. TF LEWANE 1.nlS com­
f;;)sed of 1/4 Cav ( ... ), A. & C Co of 2/16 Me .... ), US/ARVN Engr Det, 1 Co '/9 Inf 
(ARVN)tI 3/~ Cav (ARVN) and MEDCAP Tet\Yl1e Bde supporting trps ",rere the a/6 Al-<t.y 
(""')0 L!GtITHC?~'1 Aslt A:rly~ B B"try V'] .Arty, 128th Ail'ml)bils Co, aM 2d. Pla:t, 
ls-t MP Coo ! • .:::.:;>id Reaction Forces were l/213 In!' (US), 1/18 Inf (US), and 1/9 
W' (ARVN)o T'ne opn commenced at ZZ0930Hwhen TF r.m~ANE elements crossedths 
gpo Elements of TF IEW!!.NE continued to mow S along H.,q 1.3 securing Base I .1 

c7 22l007H withou-'licontnct.. TF HATIfAtUIY moved behind TF lli\vAl~a passed tm."'il 
BOoSe I ond moved behind C 1/4 CD-V 'co secure Base II at 221019H. l\t 22lO27H, . 
bCi'~h Base I and Base II 1rleI'e· secured bY' TF HATHAWAY.. At Z2lo.vJI. 11K commenced 
:..5..ft in;:'o &.sa II cl.osing at 22ll30H. Lift ot I/H into Buse I commenced at 
2.2l156H and vms completed at 221236H." TF IE\-lANE continued moving S and secured. 
LINE LONDON.. Bl"I..gr elementsnrrived at bridge location o.t 22l.307H ani hagan 
::."Spair \.J'orko k~ 22l.318H, TF LE\~ANE ",M ins'tiru(;ted to dispn:t.ch a patrol to . 
=~'J':ln:lje 1 us MIll :trom an earlier opno At 2214.54 mission 'W'llS completed with re-
Z".o.ins being recovered and identified., TF LEt.J'lu'lE continued to secure bridge 
oit.e for Engr elements and TF HAT:tUl.WAY to secure BasEl I,,, Base II and B 1/7 
{~.-:ty a"~ ~'7:77S322 'W'1.thcut conta.ct., Engl' elem~nts compl(:fljed, mission at 22.l630H 
w..:1 or;; L''J;'v.iANE o....l'ld HATHlU1AY cOIDJ.iY:lnceo. to lllC)'1le back N along H,VJ 13c, At 2.Z1519H 
c0xGr~'i:.ion of t/H trom Base II bega.'l o..'1d was completed at 22.1600HtJ Extraerljion" 
:~:7..::l 3:::~'~ I beg1:'.ll 22164'9H and was completed at 22.172L~«> B 1/7 Arty bsg3Il . 
;:::::,c.--i:r:g <l:~ 2.21.800;1 and closed QTJfu'\j" LOI llt 22 .. 1835H4! TE' tIl~TI1\T!lAY released A..TWN· 
~ij1.emer{~s 0;;;; HON QUAN at 22l820H n.nd closed QUAN LOr at 22l91~ TF IEWANE .... 
c,::ri'l!"CQ nt Cp 4S vic coords "t:J:76:;307 where 1 VCS was apprehended by C J/ 4, D/lV . 
~(~ 22.7'.7.w.Ho At 221B~~1JI all aleman-e.s of TF W.~MlE closed HON QUAN without '. 
i;'l;rl,ll~r. conto.c't.., l/za In£ defended QUf.N LOI perimeter u:n:t:Ureturn of 2/lh Infe . 
:lt~ing hOllI's oJ: da:rlnwss 2/16 Inf Dlld V2f3Inf' defended nssigned sectors of . 
f',:U;N Lor PSl'imete.r o...":Kl establiShed 6 combn.t patrols.r: l/lB Inf defended !rOO 
~~:::t-I eo::. ::'J.~~~in.g ~ dcylight PIJ:lirols to t}-.I0 If, S, & EfO Co A mo .... -ed out a.1'J.d RON 
UC . XTJi/:5907l and established a patrol base and conducted OpllS" During hoUl"s of 
cnrlmess 5 comb:.:-.t po.t.:rols '!N-ere esta.blished .. '.' In cOlljunction ,,,,ith S.t\N DIEGO/EL . 
CI\'SO III" I). l'::"!)C.,\P 't~o.s held at TA.!'1 iUIA.I (x7765~75)., . J.50 personnel -were traated~ . 
:WD baz·(;, ');: .'lQ~'? ak1 :ill estimated 200 flog T-shi='t·5 .& blc.clc short.s W3re issued. 
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29 Ju.1y - Dde c')~itinuo:Ct: cl6:t"oti7I lilW qUh:J:iIfl'l1TJD:'j~ LOI! 'Loo NINH m.th 
niror CC,l1:tc.c·t. 2/16 Inf (-) 1';1(1 J/28 In.i' c"mtinuc(l to <:2of'cnc.1 c.ssienoc1 soo­
tJr of QUAN LOr dofcnsc poriJ.:1ctcr c~l1(htctjJ1g 6 night c,)rlbc:t pr:liro1s wit!."... 
out c.)l1tc.ct.. 2/16!n£ (-) c:,ntil1U,) d 1r'.t,-~!'ito pi:t soc\'U'ity clot::dJ., ~1 con.­
ducted ,2 pld siza 1"(;C.)l1 pi~tr,)l;J 'G':) ESE end ENE ,,·ritJ.);)ut c:;:ntc.ct. A. rail1-
rorcccl cq1.1.:-.t1 vj.-.C 3cm"ii t-.. inw;-;tir;r·:i:.o tiw ro~.".'rt,od VC loc,-~c:i.:)l'). vj.c xW3290a 
'(';1(.1 ';1'. :.:xrivr:.:!. i\,Ul1r,l lD indicc:t~, ''). ,Jf VC ;:::tivitYe J./28 , :.enf e:J11ductod 2 
c~r:r.fK:.ny s:tzc lX1.trr:>ls t_, t110 ~!t"r r:.: .:~ S of QCAry LOr 1-1i·ckPut, c)nk,c·t. 1/1.8 Int 
c--ntinuod t_: :1oi\.J:d LCC nnm CO;.:.l:uct:1.n~ 4 squc.c1 GiZQ pc,trGls to the W" 1I1E1 
E, G.nd S. h.. fii'th p:.·.tr:..l c.:,J;llX;[)0c1 c:f tl10 1/18 rue);] pIc.t <.l1el aIDG Co c10-
pr:..rtod LCC r::C;:':II 1'ur ;",!l RON p;:m vic Xl)'781C'i,::1 1..rith...;ut cn·c:'.ct. 1/18 pr:.truls 
::p:;;m.:hoJ:l.L1cc1 .1 VC8 vic XD"7070u5 r.t 290900n ;::pr} :::. s,,;c(,:l1d VCS vie XU762106 c.t 
291019H. I p~.trol f'r:.n 80 D 1/18 llj.:3c',,;v(jrod t>:rco h~.::.J.lc.1 rsr";11;J.10:3 riggoc1 r::.:J 
b::>,:.,by trr.:.po r:.l'.d .':'.tt,':'.choc1 t.:; true::) vic Xlf774(J78.. Six c!,D.b:-.t pt'.;tr,)l:3 'WOro 
lJ·)sitLl1uc.l i:..-! t]1;.J LOe NHiE 2:r(,;[~ ,:nril1!3 '(,ho ni.glrt.", 1/4 Cc...,- (-) c.jntinu0c1 tc 
~.of(;n:l lIOU qUAE/AI·j LCC c.::lyluc'l;il:C 2 :lCUl::tcu l'vC.)T! pC':Gro1s to tho W & S1f (J1' 
}rOE qUI;.;';! ,·rith.·/L'!t (m.:.'ny c:::lntc"c"t,u L. cCl1J.bin,)ClJS/M{VN ,juti!.:;:Jt Ieee.ted u11 hill 
12g (Xl"757899) r..;c t d 5-6 rds d.' o;'!,~:Xl:r' firo lX'on ['.1."1 unkn:)'V11 nunbcr of va . 
vic LT743895 r.ne.: XT74Z904 c.t c..j)p:J:"o:.c 291505H" 'rhu VG 'W0I'0 0!'·'7.e;iJc1 by both. 
HG :).J.lC1 A:;::"'.:,~r 1':i.ro, '\lith un.kno"m ru::luJ:cc., ~\l) cunb::ct pc.trc:.ls \oJ'.:Jro c1isp2.tehcd 
f'jr t>.; :1i:).l'C., Tho 1-1EDCiU' T()c',n tl~O;:::i:,\)i~ .4.0 ]?Ors;:)l1C in vic ()i' tho 1d0ritQ 
pitl (XT797[';';',3)~ . 

,30 .JuJ.y - 2cl Dele c:1ntinu(.cl Op:l 2L PA..SO III do1'ol1clin~ Emf QU1.N/QUl4l·j LOr.; 
Lee NINE 't.r.i_th~·ut cc.>ntc.ct.. ,bJ, ,301515 II:) Spccic.l; Fcrcos Cr'.Up EON qUAN, rop0l..-tod 
in.forr:u.:.ti::;n recoivelll fr .. u 2. snurcOs Lcd:i.ng c. VG plr~t vic XT722994" st'jpp:i~lg 
truckn <.llC~ 1r.~;::~1Jj,1d,t,~~s infonlin[!, thC:l tl1l..Y c:,:u1cJ. pc.os 30 Jul.iblrli thct the; 
r:::..c.d .. ,oul(: be cbsc:c.i. (j~l 31 July 66" At ';;01740H, 1 vas. wr.s c.pprchcndcc1 vic 
XTe239J.1} 1i~·i:.ll:;'I.rc pr')j?0r ic1ont:ii'ic~~,t.icn" 2./1C 1m: (-) ::.ncl. 1/28 Ir\! c':ll'l·c~.nuod 
t,) defend qu~~~: LOr "rLt.h 2/16 In±' (-) c.~n,lu(rt;ine: six squc.(~ aiza opt s c)lcl 
~SG1.X':d.J.1G rr.:rJpcn;:rLbility f')r <1c:f"nsQ' of o:ath.'o G))JAli Lor PQr:l~o:bor c.t .300620H. 
Durin8 :1.:'1..U'[1 ':)f (l'.~l"kl1oss, 2/'J.b In.£' (-) c.:;nc1uGtoc1 6 c:~nbd pd:rols 1'ol"\-lc.:r<.l 
n'? "'he ~I 1.,·.'(';1·· ... ·:-., ... .,... ·1/20'" I"'{;'l ~, ..... J.'j """.(1 + .. " (1u"'I<>-'1~(1 ~ "'r'J.· ()·l-lr.(~ ,., ··ct~r .)4" QU~ q LOI v"'- v ... J ~_ ao_''''-''' v"-".,< •. , . .. ".l",I". v' ....... o.J~o\._\..\,; _ '1.$-...' ".~~ _ ...... , .... ~:J~ ,.:.) ""'". tJU . .1 .. J. 1;11- ,,1.4. 
;?ur:i.n:.;i,(;;r un't;:iJ. 3C'()62CH.. Lt 300120;] En vlC,:J :-.lcri;(.;(l to) l'.1W<). t6 Ll~I KIlli. 
L.t .30064.5H t:l0 l:!..ft C;::1".1,-:.1011c(;c1 'i-rit.b l:,:;;:1t, (Jlor.'.ont,e cb~::r:'inc~ QU1...n LOI a.t ,300915:H; 
1/18 In.f c ;;:~t.:i.l1U,xl tCl cLof-.:::!c1 I,CC In:rTr~ c~);lduc':.Ljl~4. d::-.;y"I.ie!.rt To:Ll'li'·:!rcc..,: aqu{'.d 
rC;C~;:1 pdr'::la ;,·,:i:t.h·'ut. c .:,ntc.C'ija At, 3018OOJI, ;::, D1l1P '1,.1';"..8 c1r . 'P po d, into t .. 11 LZ 
1:11d UJv-cd t) lWi~ pOll vic XU632C7C" Tho :t'u(:)1') p1:::.t. l'(":;L1.rnc~l 1'1'.J:1 c. :2 do,y-
opn llit.h CJ])G Co 11:''..vi!1G In:d :1Ur:;C.t:,_vo C011t~t(;t., :1.;)J o::"Gr.~blishucl n 36 hoUl'" 
OP vic XU665095~ 1/1. C.-:;v (-) c .. ,:c,:i.l1J.Wll t:. cloL.:ncL HON qUt • .l:T/l: .. r: LCC conductil1g 
tvlO c1C':.y1ie;b.-/j l'0COll peer ,15 trp;3~,Z;() tf; tj~l.; \~ ~ .s1ri, c~.nr1 'G() tho SSE with 110B 
CG.'XC'C.CT,., 2 n:lght c :~c.1.b:~t pr:.t:c~-,l:J H'(;rG ,,)~;:'~::;bJ.ifJh,-,d in, tho c.ror.~ cluring 0' he-uri> 
,", :-. cl.:::Tl{j:.K}sD. 

31 July - Drtc c·.mt.inuoc], Opn j~.~:' 'l:.E..~O III d.of0nC~in[;" H01: QU1J~/qUl.H LoIl 
LCC THEIl v,j.t]:l.u.t cuni:'r,'.ct.. Tho 2/7,6 Iru' (.~) :.:.nc1 11'28 Ini' c.:ntinucc1 t,:, '.10!on<:1 
QU1J'! LOI PQr:i.l,1i.:t0T c·)nductll1!'" 6 Li,"':1t e:,1:lIX':c, P:":'.)~()1J c1U.t':'.~),G huurD of.' c1a.rlmoso. 
:lj28 In£' r .. ;turncc[ te, QUAN Lol f'.t 3~Q;23'! br.3 r.'·<ic:, ~.t 311515II [,scn:p.:lc;(.1 l'oopons1-
b';ll.'';'',l· ,"""1" .;.;..,.. n""~''j'no(' "o·c ... ··~ .,.;:' "';'" ., ,'c',."""",,,'', ,·,'~'ri-l··"i·',"" "/"0' In.&' (-J' . ..... u"'~...... J.,UIJ' L~:_''-Ji ...... t> ... - 1. ~ "" ",J. l"._ l'_:._ "' .. l- ....... ,~.,,~ .. ~. \\ ..... ,,;,,_._",.J. .. W..,U..J... N .J.. U 

C :)j1(111CJG,..:,<1 6 l"'ciru::~..:rcod oqur.~~: iJ:L~!(; I'c.;c ,.; ... j}::.-Gl·:";,J.'~ (,;;")'\l,,-;/'Lrl'I~: t~!';l [::roc .. forw:.:.rc.l 
c,r "tl10 QlJIJ.!O! Lor aCi\:;!10CJ purir.1\,.;'\jur i' .. , :(' l'.. t1i8·tC .. ncc; of C.l/i.")l~l:i:iC J,t: !;SO tl withtiut 

;. . ~,. ''''')n .JC -18/("" "I· • ,-. '.. ' , r .".n..tz con·tI,~ .. c1ju J.l. J_l.h.hJ.- C .-'n.Gi:3til1{~; 0.i.' l; J.:.1..1G l)~jX'L)~\lL,~U,_, 'f-'[C .. i:> ;:~JJ:~.l~:t ·;;· .. :.:t ~Ll!~~lJ ~., 

",:!.e x'r665814 c.t ,311641:11 with ell :g'n)~:' 1 il~8''' ·i./1G :;:u.':' c'.)!1'!J~.nuod to <.\Of011c1 
Lex.; i'tiNI1 C-)LLlllctil1G £')1.1X' X'cil').i" ·J=C'co(l;c!.l~~·,d·>L.\'··G('r:,:. "~:.:::l::: t:., '~ho N1f, \v, 
!-IE, &: E v.r:i:t'):"J1J.t O~10;:1.)r c')rrr..:::et", l':lC :··:: .. 2=> -!-"f· ... ,j-, "!,i ,,1 rj' Lee :: .. ":'H 011 30 July 
!'v"':':lrl1l.;cl .~:t 311610H uith:yu.t. ~,:.,'.t''''''':-('9 I/L c'" .: ,".~:;; ..i~;,:.'.:E: c JntLucto<.\ t~ 
:rocm rJ (,~::'l1e: 'iIvr;1 13 t:. tho C!J[ Il·: DTI.dcc; "i;.~ J' /22:7J't:, '·J:i.th,)ut. c.,l1tcct. 
Du .. ril1.IT b.(..)urc c)j~ (l::-;r}cn·:.., GG ~ t.':i.4"_J C ".;i:.:.b:'""_t. ,l'I: ~t,:\." .·1s 1~\.'1·O (} r:rt,:::b:t:'i..;:jl'lutl, in t11u Grcr •• 

1 Auf!, - 2cl Dc10 C f~L1t:i.l11..lC<l o,m ~~L PLSf) IE cJ.<.:f0!1dinc; LOn Q.Ul...N/QU1 .. N LOr/ 
Lee NIl\]}; tvitll rD,l1.Jr (0:,·lOj,.!'y c':· nG<~t':~(,o TJ.:·.;" 2/16 lr..:::' (=) (;.l1.l~ 1/28 In£' C011'tiillUod 
tJ clufe:nd IIOlI qUi.!! <::'):;.y1xwt.in.G 6 o. ::i0::~t pd;::;.ob ,~lUX':L:1e h,'UJ:'G af dc.rkllUSO 
i'.)rt.,c~');'(.l of t:10 perine-Gel'" 2/-i6 Ini' (,.,) CJE:'LUctc,;' > roidorcoc1 squc.cl sizo 
c~,)r.lbc.t. p-::.tr,.l:::: "r:.~) th..; E with'u'c, c()d:.;:'.c·~;. 'l'hu LEHP .1('.(10 t~Ojl'/j!'.ct, with c.l1 

Qot:L"J.;.tcc: lG VC V.l.C XT6678/./:. ~:t 0113~;)H" Est,:l.r.::·;~(.' 1 VG l~H~ brob), J., VO 
\:IIA, 1 C;".:'i:i'.~J:,-.:;l US cr:;.l:bino ::l.nd 1 Si. 1{:.)i.1 \ll'ik t.y:,:;c:., 'lfuoIJ:t~P 'l;l~~n oxtrc.otu(1' 
c.t 011454I1 u:;.tlK:trt furi:,hor e()nt:'..ct ... ~ ]/2S::: TnT.' c~r;1c.1:11et.c<.L tHO lkylight 'roi..'1.-

, .. . - '. .'.'" U ~,' (' ... ':' ('T)', ".1 raJ" H:.h nOI7 c .. nt··c'" .fi.)rco(~ cqn.::-'Jl ~J. .. zn roc'~':,~ r~; ..... ~t.ri;.t;~ ·Vol t.J!H.J V'J l.",.1!.!.. I,,) '~)) ... 1! .,U'~ .w • VI· \."")..; .... "'" 

-
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. :J /~;..:3 Ir..£' CCl1t:i':;'lu,xl. c1cf'o~l I):,CC lLltI l.J.::ltil oxtrc.ct:... 1:T: r.ir1:J.tte At. ,? (J lc>" 1 
(~:.~'}:j;?·X! ::-.11 ':::l,)l'len:Co or lI18· nij:us trrd.llS wcro 1i.rto~1 t;:: QU.i:"N LOI closing· 
.::.; ·::'~"':'32J :I, L/II. l.i.s1t l'J:'ty c·::rli::w:~cu(l ~:ii't ·;:)ut of Lex; li:um r.t 010025I-I c.nd . 
C~~t:;C'ci Q,'C'~~~r LOI ::.t 0117151I. D 2./'3'3 1.r~y· lift w;;'.s cuI.lplutc(l c.t· Oll605I-I.:., 

J..')'G TI:')~\T d C!lT];,] LOI ~11,1 c(;muct I.U".il1tc.:l1{'.llCO. 1/4 Ci..V (-) cnntilll1ut1 -00 
(1·.;:fO:·1'.~: ~mN QU1..1:r/.'\.N Loo with 1 Illf:/C,~V To::-.u( 2 p1nt size) c.:-mductit.g opno. trJ 
·hh..,; :.1 .~;. lJ.dt: '!.lP with 2/16 L.'lUre wldch ,.,::-'s oxtrc.cted. 2. avnbn.t pr.tr~)J.a woro ' i 
(j:)"l~;·:':;),:LG:1'.:;d (lurincr h..;uro ')f c1c.rltnusr; f·.;rw:.:rcl of tho pvr:i.l:1Ut.:.G .. • .. 

'. . 
;,~ t..u:.: - 2<1 :'J.'.) CJiltil11.1.~d Opn 1:1 ~:.s0 III u:i..th tho illi·~ic.tLn of CiPl'l 

C;;:~:c..::T,:r~ ;:~"\; 'D~O?I:.3:i \d:G~l t.l-i0 J.:' .VCilC:,:"t. oJ: TF McGlni'f.ItT thr:.:iu')t tho SP a.nc.l oti 
.:. '.~')' .: .. ·)1·"'···~0tl f""'il'<:>' '··"'n'·' ~oI. ""' • .' 1'I'T"'I'STn~y r+ 02fV':20":I T''''' T::'~P"T-IE ::... }V .. '!: .... ' l "#041.~&.""'" .......... ~ J.J,lJ ~ ..... " JJ • .: ..... .:J \ .t..w. .L\J.:.I. .:..·.v U";i J.,' .1- ~ •• :J.._ . 
~::. ~:J~: .. :r1.tho SP frJlloWCtl by TF 1:J1dIm,.,IL.Y ::.t 021010H. A.t 02l053H, TF m~vll.llE 

. ~·:.~,Cj .. .;:.":'tol~OO. c. Cj}·'!liI .... ~.ncl c:1oton:;".tucl cl:;".;?~rl), sufl\;.ril".g 1 KIA. c.J.m .3 WIt:.. At 
C41::~:'=l.i..IJ; c. ~uc ;':;'1(1 I.11.llQ e::~)J.r.)(lol~ vlc XT768758 cl::'.r.l::'.ging 011(;; whiclv r:JlCl w:,ual-
3.ng 2 ru~l,g Dy 02J200H, TF HA'l'IU~!.J .. 1.Y h;:::..~ o:3t':~blishod its pu.:.lli"1.oc1 RON pon 
v'i.e C:I? .3 ~~"l(1 :i,Jr.'.tr'11::: hCIl beer, lliDpr::t.chud thr~inghout tho r.;J.."OIH TF GOODWUI 
;lc.~J(l I1f y\..~lliclo tt) its Sl)bctoc.1 li.mr p~:m vic GP 15. ll..t 021755H I/n o1orlonts 
cotn,".l.leuc:' 1:i.f'''i:, in.to TF GOOD~J!R RG:': P:3l1 c,nr.l cb::1od r.~t 02J151.;.3I-I. TF IEWJJ~ 
\:r..S l .... ~~::J~.L(.:!. Cot i"h:3 oclo~-tcd ROF :i.1r.la c.t ':'nyJ. DRI.Tl .. o.t 191OII. All O~!:lOl1t{J 
\:·I.~:Ll:c:.,,;::~ pdl~ols t:...nd ~ucu:rc.Al c.cid[';11ut £/0 ::.11::.1 E''.'f 13. 1/2£1 I:i:U' c.::IsUJ:loa 
l·u:Jp.,;l::'f:i..;~iJ..i"t.y ;f,Jr tho QUllN LOr/:lmT QlI~H tlofonoo L'..!'OC. c,t 020700H.. Co B , 
.... ro.s l:~ v(;c2 "!i6 HOli QUk~~/AN LCC r":.ncl c ..:l1L1uci:;etl 1')cnl aocurity (1)110 oatc.b1isl1:i.l1g 

,I. 

. I, ., 
I 

1 i.li~bt· 'c·"'T.lb~·:t pa.V-01 ~d 5 LPI s :Lj~-.rcl of thQ por:i.l;lotol". III tho. QUf .. rT .. . 
L()I Cl.·u::~, J/23 Itt(' (-) cc·nductc;{l 2 c.:r;.r1iaht p::-.trols to thu S :"':.1'10 N r.ll':~ t:o~c.~ 
l1shcd .3 nicrllt c'J!.lbc.t pc.tro10 f()n.r::~"d I)i' tho pcriLlotor, w:i.th .. ;ut conte.ct •... ' , ..... ,:,': .. 
At 02C945B:, D ~Irp, 1/4 Cc.v gun turn r.)coiy,xl LJv fire vic XT715775 suf':f.'wrinB .. :,,; 

.... r.:::; ... ... 
. . ~ . 

hn dcni. .. ~G., Du:dng thu d~t s cp(,:;::·.Je:J.0:1::l ~ i.'.l' r.1inoG c .. "lcl 1 cl'~7[J::)ro niho 
·..,c1'O Cc.pturu.:l c;1i.1 destr·.)yocl. 

3 .t..u;,! - 2d l3do cunti...uud o:.'ll }~L :~).t.S0 III c.nU. Opn Clm"lciUNE. i/2G In..t' 
(-~ cC'nt:Lnuod to Sl)curo QUAN LOI br-.3IJ ccncluctlllg 6 ·9P' s fwtl ot' be.so r.1.I'Oa 
r.nd. '3 night cunba.t pa.tro:J.3 w:i.th;)'\.~.t c.:)l1t:::.ct. D Co l/2S Ini' 
:;ont:l...nucd t·:. oocuro HON QUiJ:l/1l.l~ Lm. C.:'l1t1UCting locd ooc1.U'"iJey dU'l;'ing dc~ ... 

. l~~:1t h-:.urs ~,'.nJ. 1 ni~ht c',nbe.t ];dr.)l in tho [;.I'(.:~ tlu:rine th.::: h.Jllrs '1)£ c~r.rk- . 
",~ss ~lith;;ut c':"ntc.ct. J~t 0307.30 H, Tf LBH1.JE otc.rtuc1 uc,ving S to socuro . 

':·'>"H,.JY 13 t·)w::-.rd Obj X-Rt.iY. ..i' .. t 030724II, lift of I/H C:)!l120r.ccU fr·')tl vic Cil 15 .. 
to Obj DEL'J1.L. TF GOCDUm oog["_1"1 n:.v.i.;:::-; by .t',.)~·t f'r<~t1 CP 15 to Obj DELTllj . 
cJ ... x;c.;:c1 ,..nll oocurucl it c..t 0,3ll00H C):c~ 'b<..)~:-:.rl r.l..:;-anrS N to 11 .. :1<;..u1' with IF 

ID~l·l;~ ~.~!:5_ch w~s !l;)ving S c..lone Ew:;r 13. ElollCnts ~f A. 2/16 r .. ~·_;J.) bogCll l.:J...)vi~'lg 
S fr:;n Obj X-H.l:..Y ~.1lU. c.t 03121011 ':la.llu <:'. linlt.-l.1.p with !.J'W,N c1000nts noving N 
;,,:.1::';'13 Ht.1j1'1'3 frn CHON TIiiJm. /I.t 0315!.6H tho r:.::-.d wa.o c..~JCll .:,..nU. use.b1o ;:;..~ 
r.t c.p~ox 031615H, conv~s freD. thu S bJe~:.n ontvring the, 2(1 Duo AO wit.h 
li".3t olou.:mts cl,':ling Hen QUArt r.t O.J2C?5H. The c:)l.'lvoy u:::wc1 t.hru 2d n.1u 
AO without i~lCi(1ont. At 0'3J.40orI A. 2/16 Inf 1ucc.tocl 1 1l..T r:dl.1U vic XT766M5. 
c.ru1 c1o.strcyctl it" l~t 03-1l~OI{ A 2/1(-, 'llU'fored 1 US WIl .. :'..13 (~ rosult' of t'.!"'i~~·· 
fi:rc. TF GOi.iDH!:N c~t 03C740II 1ocdut1 t".llc1 <losiiroyud 1 AP ll:bo. vic X?165'755 .• 
TF IEWlullE locdu:.l ('~'.x1 dcstr.)~\.:ll 2 C:r..Y:LNO "lc XT766720 ~::t. 0.3l0j,.O~·I, 1 ~ 
tUnc \~,ic XTi657'20 cionc1 4 k.P L1i"'!v:3 v.i.c XT76671';' c.t 0,3114CE.. ill 'lmito c~ .. ,}.. 
t1nuou to oo:.l(luct pc.trolG:'..ll(:oocU!'Q I-holj" 1'3 i:':l a.saienoc1 AOI3" U"T in S:UP-' 
P')rt c~ Opl1G ri..:coiVcc.1'.!W tiro· vic ~~'J!751768 Cot 0,3l605H. 211 LFT i11 suppvl."t 
of Belo opns rucoivod 1 I'd St;.. f:Ll~vvic XT76275S c.t 031820II. 000 MI s 0 ncnnod 
Co CP Vic XT765821 with:;ut C:!lrt;~ct. P Trp 1/4 Cr.v plc.cvcl ullc1cr OPCON' of 
Boo c.t 0,31,355H c'Jl'l.ductocl. 1 1iehtj:ri.!~ bu.e nission r.'.lld 1 S'l'l..l1LIGHT Lussbn. 

I, liJlg- 2d Bda continued Ci,;?n 13L PASO II! with the complet.ion of Cpu 
CBEYENNE convoy and ro~. security' e1e.''Ilents WIllnellced movement of· 
resurfacing material at040646H.·· .. ~ D¥'. ·040845, the 2 Me's portion of llwr 
13 had been cleared ane! repaired S'.ti'!:lcientJ.lf for the southbound ~rtv'OY to 
be~in "1oving. read eJ.t3!llen:ts of ·G:.le 'Convoy ('l"08sOO the SF vio HON QUA.J,"J at 

040910:£10, Ti' GOODWn~all.a. TF HATl::.AVI.A: conducted Eagle FliG~lts throu¢lout 
their A.O' f'. :ret.urni..ng ~:t; 041155H vd:;'hout enemy contact. ~t 04J.059H .an 
est:L"Ilated 6 va were observed vic 'Z.'l·""I92792 ani talcen undel" r:i .. re by light· fire 
tCQin.; A-v At 041l,J_OII~ 'TF GOODWIlT ::-eceived SA.. fire from the vic XT77C171jJ, 
res~:~tin8: in 1 US WIl)~ Fire cort :.nl'..ed sporadically untU OlrJJ~7H at which 
·t.i..'I!1e a r~.f'le [;Tenade was fired It .. co friendly psns wi"hhout ~..ni'licting casualties. 
The arcm frOill vJbich the SA fire ~.~ld r:d'le ~p .. 1el'laJ1e origina:'eec1 was taken . . 
~~.rJr'l.e!' suppressive fi::reby gun s~~ips Hllicil placed a heavy volume of fire, 

. botJ.'1 machine gun E"..nd rockets, :i.l1t.o t;,lC suspected snertlY location. 
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5 Aug ... 21 :rAE> Gontinued Cipn 'EL :P.ASO IE ';l.""f~m;U~lg Hm] QUAN/QUAN LoI/1OO . 
NIW without >eol'r~act.. ':J.'he 1/ZS "!I'.:f, J.,l.l8 Inf and '-'/16 J.1'.f (-) continued to .. 
Q.of'end QU1\.N LOI oonducting 9 cowbnt pntj:'ol.'l f'W'd 01' p",l':ime'co:l' d\U"ing hours or 
darkness 'Without contucto ;;/16 T.nt (,"') defended. a~"ls.1.gn~.d. seotor of 'lUAN LOI . 
conducting 2 pla.t size daylight po.tl:.<ol§'> 1,0 'ijhe W a.nd 1'! without contact., C 2/'J:D 
t~i.d B 1/4 Gav IllC'Ii"ed :lx-om HON QU1,Nj'AN LOG tO$3"ba,b1.i~)h a ;L\;rri ro.--tiy base vic U . 
7//5932 to suPPOl"'1;. IJCG NINH~ 1,/18 In£ defend~d ass:i,grled sector of QUAN LOI con­
ducting 3 dt'l;Y1ight patrolr, to t.he 1;1: NW· .. &: N \dthotf~.1 corrtnat;,o A 1..RR:P was . 
dropped in un AD vic Hvry 13, 5 kin S ·,r LeY.:; NINH a:c'.:.;,:n:dir..g ~. km. S down Hwy 13 . 
and :2 km on either Sicr'3 of Hwy 13 .. ' The pat:r1Jl \:ntS d t'Oppec. J..ll at 05130.3H, and 
yJ'M! ~x'lil~ectGd a:'::. '''J::::l;'I'J'?I;l~t 0<::1 '::/0'[," .. 'I,'" ;-··,/i"',,··.··; I"'i'l,na .,,-iI,. VT"i"l'.:lQ'!6 --.:I 

-"'&f' ".1-." q. ... -I.V b • .,_.).~! .. .il-t'i' Y40 .l,.,!l. ~'.,., ,.,:(."; .~~ "I,., ... ,. ~ tt..l.'v .Ave~~" ~AA.. 

several Sl\. l~ds ~ie=:-e he~x6" ,e. VGg ~':.1.~ ,":~jp:::.:b0rlded /':',:, 051'7252 r vj,c '1JJ7J2.07l,. 
'l/2J3 Ild' c1e:Cendtd .. assigned sGet:,).'~ (',i QUAN LOr Illl1d muir.'liul:,ined on min a.lert. .' 
CGatus to move to UX:; NHTii" 1, L..~Lf vm:...~, Hf'1'..ad UY/io ,(\O S of l/lS Int· AO. At. 
C51645Hj/ 1 VC body v12.~ found 'Iric X1'7226 ",rLth f.),1~~r,ded 'Co.rtrirJ,geg near the bo~. 
2/18 In-;:' de.i'ond-<ld L(J) NIN:{ upcn i';!'l:;;3J,r.a" '?;lJ8 'Was i:o~'imio/;.ted -Gc LOO NINH when 

. JillVN PF elements N ()f 100 NINE. (~(:::Il1C; '1ll10.o:c at"~a;·;~k to x' ':~hc :di night in a rowo 
'£~3 En commonced it.s lift j.nto LOt; NDlli flt 05111.5B: u)':'dclosed D.t 05lS20H with 
trains to .folio",,' {to Ii i't l:ef;,uTD6 n.yoil,,:\bl<~c. '::;ho B:c. (-) do:Conded 1.00 NINll ail\nI 
field 'itit,hout oontatj'l:" C 2/18 n:~'vo{, '<::;:'Ol" La:: :a!>lIi 'IiG :',.2. vi~~ XU742062 at 05134lH 
a::m. secured it an:i p::'<?nrea 'ii..') :~x;:·;;;;}:l'\fQVH rlj",d: ... , xliI :L"Lf.'tcd: JJ'lto its arty base 

• wry""" I <':)0 ' 2 .,. '·"'5·~·· . 'C ,. . '" -, 'IY' ~ l' U'ilf .,' d OF·od "'""81:888 ,,~c x,,); t..,.,-." f:;.; ~ ,~.LOS:U1.g rr/:; t ... 4, ,.J,.;.~.)'.;;!.;., ~',(.i. ,r ""_<'l·i~ E",.,~· ,r'll: S (;.r:;rLtI"U,C",:,e Ct v"t.O A..L I :; 

and 1;;2~!, pe::rS07n3 and 92 v<;)hiJ.~;;,r},: '.R;!'''·' c.l':\')cke1~ N':;r.~~i",I' "!,l':as condueted at Montngnard 
,riJJ.r.ge !le:::l' Jrr'ust'j,:W p5:i;. (X~:79gi:ij.J~,)1' t::'f}<:;:!:;G~(!j t)(; :i)a:<'f:)l')J1el~ gtW'@ 60~Udren 
snirtC'-., took 50 blood se1l1p19s tOl' mnJ.OZ'ia, and di~t:l;'5.l:.I~;;ted ;ZOO los' of' miscella,n... 
. (;oue evlUled :roods,;, 

6 " -'B -, 1; " dr."" , "l' l ' r r- ,. . "" ..... '., lYO'" Q'j- n,r ~QU "l\l r.ox"!?"'" . . .t~u.g.,. G.€! C.';:;::l.l.nuP. •. if>n J:"); n~'J,} ,0.1..1. at,!. <;;n ... ~.,\g ,,1 L,J ... '.1Y' A....... f JJVJ 

l-JINH 'f~:i:'h2/16 :tnt' (..,.)~ 1/18 Il,n !,lJ:i.l. 1/;~:,: In1:' 'J~.nt,i,j:r.~"/lg~'o "J.efond QUA.N LOI 
cond'll·.;;ting ti combat pu:trols dt1:dng l:WUX'f; ':)'f dr .. rkl'l.eSf,u 2/1() lrli' (-) '~ontinued 
to detend assigned fi:'3e"'.-;oX' of Qu.nJ.'~ ~DI conduct:tnr; :! pl,/r!'u.;e reCOll put,!"ols to 
the E (n1 ::iB" 1 p'lc:~ size }3AGill :?r.Ic.lrr,'k~:S ·;:,onrJ. )J,,:t:,;d L"ri.i<:' Q\ :'JZ .~rlj. Eg:';WmS~ 
~,,~ patrol moi1'ad to .PZ 'tr./.:} XT84C}]L:.: J;"(1JG,):': ~,i'iJg 1;';l i.ll·it','t ,;: 'j! 'I:f.Lt,hout .~()ntM-te 
Team Ch!trlie (0 2/1.6 !iJ'i! B 1/4 G"'~l'i ~oni~il"l'jl(;i r.,-, '''!'"l',''r.' ""'w1:' ,'\l"by base 'lio the N 
of Ern QUAN., Teal!'. Gh8.l"'l:tf; ~;:mcCb~t(;C.~ 3 '1j,ght;'·:~(':'I~,\':;t···:.~~:;:~1s in the vioil1ity@ . 
1I~ In.£' defena,E~(l a~Si~rIGd B8,::tC';, (.:::' Ql.l>~A 1)J' }Y'ld,Ii.'.i:-O,,;, oond1J:;,~tin,t :3 plat size 
pat:!:olr,; to tbs it!oJ NH I:.: N.~ JL T.xxt,:r:;':;, ft"om. eVJ2 n.'(n'r,~,:; <:::~,;:i.x~ ~.' \10S vic XT8lO9J.3 
a..!. O!':1~t'(\'f-T' "n'~' t·, c, ;"'a 'r: • _., 1 ,",:', .. --', ·,"rIc.' ~1"" ".'liV.,' .,(.'C".,~ I·"" "'16·1";:r,YLY 1/12 ,.-~ 

'II! 'O .. '1.!.V:...J~.,. {.Jj!AL .1 .. J"/~.I_ ... ~D.,"'G,.!..I;J .*",-~.;.h, o,I.~" .. ~,o#- .. ,,,, .. '~tC~)~---' Col(~' lj c .• ,,~r.tLiV -.u.u. 
:L"Wel'<~ed 2.:] 5-7 ;{,lVll r,~l~:Cp :b:d:.o .,Xl .,.d ri' OJ' \'.,8 ;'..£.iA L~-; L'.'::.dgt:~ '":1.!,, :'..1:'l(J'f953 and 
V~.C X~:750S}&6 " .. r.i:i~,ho'U'lj C~)1Xt.e..!)~·,~ 1./ 28 rut' l:lontin,u$d to defend assigned sector 
of QUJill LOI p0r:h:'l:y~e:r ;t)orrJu'\}';~~; .. ng: ;.: pJ.,\t.;d,~:;.'C\ po.trol.a ,~; 'Jf P()~:ill'.eter and ailw 
llf'ting c:, $Ji lll...1.n lliKP ir:r~>t'! all .f'!..Oi\I (,:1' ':;'.,.3 Cl)2··; L~ Et-i.dge v:..c Ir14lY99S without 
eontD.~·1;<:) -;'/lI.; Ir.l' e=, oontili1W';;;:, to de:t:c::{ j",C:;: 7:Hn;':i <;.~;tf:i:".2:'::' ,t\Ondueting 2 night· 
""'n::l-r .... 1 1 -:;.,,, of' t",,,, ...... ",hnot'"""" ,"" ",1, Or. ",,,-.j,.,~,,,,>,,,-,,. ",.," (' >,,~,.,-'r1 ""H "" ..... ·e"'.&. .;'" .eta . f:'t..4.1I v S .... w">.1. "'" '.'I. .. ~ ~~..:a. ~~ <.'v"",'o ,;" _<',.1. ~~\'t",~ .... .l.I»'l.., •• ;-u t, ~J '" ', .• ",t.:,-.\ ••• "" ""+... ~:", .... :''';jj.\.U ... ~" ..... & .L ' 

tiring pan vic 1,U7lr.~iD62(1 lplvt ~ize p.xtrol I,·d.th all 11 :nlC;J Engr det.achment was 
airlL..""tecl itr'-·\) Iln ,H~ vic XUI:nJ.c'O !~t, ()':'l14J.OH", 1'he })[itrol1~:lched the· IZ at 
t16:l.44J.:;It/ secut'·oo 1t 'r.IJ' 061450H ~\L!1.'· the }l~n~ a.ef;GIl~b:nlen<o: i.-,I"an \tl~,(')ompliahed their 
XZ'at,ering IUissiq'l] on Hwy 13 at ';;:.ct:;t, lo~;:;:t,j.<)·,·.e 'rb~ .oJ.I1mout 'I:f<J.S extracted withe 
eli" incidentd 
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A~ 0l:J451Il. t,·;o 60 mm rds were :fired il1'~o .f'riend~· pens ai.ld both au' strikes 
ana.a...~y \Ol~re caJ.led for. Fr·:i.e;1dly a~.r plMed its ~rdllVJ'lC:d" on the area . 
E of H'\oJY 13 (Xl' 770746), and on cailplet:~oll of the a:i.r str:i.kes, arty fire 
'Tt'as delivered illto the area. At O/~1522H.? the I/H arly corr..iJQnced a.i:rlift 
fro..'rO. psn DELTA be.ck to QUAN LOl t ccnnplct:i.ng the movement at OL,J.625H •. FblloWfo 
~Lng the ~?yeme!rt ~Thich. was cOl"np1et,c;1. e~t. O/~1625H,. Cl;lCluoili.g ;"tllu OCO.t1.0 c:trcro.f't, 
I .. F GOOD1iil'; began l.ts aJ.r movcr:lent i·;:,.l::.CD was comp1e'c,sd aJ(; :. • 01:.l720H. TF 
~T.dAHAY cQHI.1enoed i'jjs move N aJ.Ol1rs ~I1.1Y at OL,;17.35H arJ.d at OL:-?007H, made ta.. 

~oordinated rt10ve with TF M~GIl~...iElt'l' bacl< to QUAN LOI~ A.ll COl1v'oy element,sre-
t1&l101 to 2d. Die AO ,.,ithout incident. TF LEWANE 1/4 Cav (-) CC[Qlnenced moving 

tro..'ll 2d Bde AO at OL;.1500H and u),JOl1 ler..ving the Bde AO .ms dot,ached ;I;rOJl 'jjhe 
2d Bde" D T'.cn remaihed m:lih the 2/16 Inf and returned to lION QUAN w:tth one 
company of t~.'.~ 2/16 Li!~ (-)0 .. _. 1/2:5 In£ ( .... ) continued to defend QUAN LOI ~ 
¢onductin~ 5 ;".ig11t combat, patrob in sector after 2/Jh I:,:,fl s closure. 1/28. 
'Ini'posUion'3d local sccur::.ty d.Ul·ill[~ 'Ghe cl!JY at both QUAH LOI al'ld HON QUAN. 
MEDCAP Team trcat,ed aJ?prox 150 personnel and gave approx 165 c,.1'}olera shots 
in TAN KHJII (:'!rl67770)o 

: 5 Aug- 2.0. Fda continued OpD. EL PASO III dei'endu"lg HOll QUAl'~/QVAN LOI! 
Lee NINH vr.i.thout contact. The 1/28 Inr, 1/18 In!' and 2/16 I:ll' (-) continued 
to defend QUAIJ LOIconducting 9 COTIloat patrols fwd of.' perim.eter during 
'hours of darlmess without conte,ct.. 2/16 Ini' (-) defended assigned. sector of 
'QUAN LOI conc1.:ucting 2 plat size da;rligi.lt patrols to the vI alid l~ without 
contact •. e 2/16 and B 1/4 Cav moved from lIOU QUjUlT/AN La:: to establish a 
fwd arty base vic XT7459'32 to suppo:r.'t Loo NII\1}I. 1/18 !I1.i" defended assigned 
sector of QUA1T LOIconducting '3 de.;r1:Lgh"ii patrols to the W, 1M and N without 
cou'cact9 A tR:i:1P was dropped i..~ an AO vic Hwy, 13, 5 km S ot Loo NHnI extend.­
ing 3;}km S down If,,".! 1.3 and 2 km. on e:i.ther side of HW'J 13" The patrol 
'11M dropped in at 05130,3H, and 'vas e::tracted at C51749H" At 05l;40H, .0. VC 
body was found vic .XU723016 and seve:.'o.l SA rds were heard ... A VCS was ap:,')re-' 
hended at 051725H vic 1JJ7'320J7.. 1/2::\ 1nf defended assigned sector of QUL);T 
LOI and was na;i.lltained on 30 mj.nute (,lert status to !!love to LOO. NINH. 1. 
L.tmP was lii'tod into AOi:)·~f l/lS I:c'.f AO. At. 051645H~ 1 VC body was fo'Wn 
vic XT7226 with expended oa:i:-tr:i.dge:J l'l.Gar ·~hebody.. 2/1[5 Illt' defended Lm 
NINa upon olosllre. 2/18 was commit/(;cd to LCC NINH when .A:i:1VN PI'" elementsN 
of' :u:c i:lIHiI cane under 'Q;ctack :for t3'.e 2d night in. a row. The Bn commenced 
its lift into ·Loo NI!II1! at 051l15H aJ.lcl closed o,.t 051520H '.J':~·Gl!. tl~ains to 
follow as lif'jj tecmo available.. The Bn (-)defellded 'G;~!c LCC NHTH airfield 
vithout contact.. C 2/18 moved from LLC i:JINH to . m vic XU7l~2062 at 051.3L.,lli . 
a..1'1d.secured ;.t and prepared to reccj:,re !/H platoon. Ill! l:i.:t·i:.od into its arty . 

. base vic X1Y1/~2062 closing at 051630II. 2d Plat,ls'~ MP' a conducted a Cp· . 
vic XT785888 .:1.i.ld 422 persons and 92 vehicles ,.,ore checked. l-;[iillCAP was c6n-. 
ducted at MOlltagnard village near la"i:,oriiie pit (XT7988M), treated 60 pel"­
sonnel, ga:ve 60 children shir'~s, took. 50 blood samples for lila1ar:i.a and di.s­
tributcd 200 l1:>s of miscollanoou:3 cu.':r.J.ed foods" 

~ !'JJ.g - Bele continued Opn EJJ PASO In def~nding I·lOH QU111/~}JJ:.)1 LOll 
Loe NIN.a if'lth 2/16 Inf (-), 1/18 lnT and 1/2$ In£' continuj.ng to defend 
9UAH LOI coaducting 8 combat IJc.trols during hours o:f dnrlmoGs" 2/16 In! 
t._) continuod '~o defond ussigl'.:ed ,.)cc·t,or o:Z Q1UAN LOr conductlng 2 pla:!; size 
1"000;.1 pa'r,rols to the ~ o.r1U SE" 1 plat size EAGLE FLIGIIT "·1O.S conducted into 
an LZ vic XT8579?5e The pa.trol :,!Ovod to a FZ vic XT8409/~5rctuI'ning to • 
QU.l'''J.'j LOI Hithout cont,act o T!!)Jj'll C;lxc1:te (G 2/16 a,..,d B 1/1:. Cuv) cont.inued J\jo 

tccuro :c,;d m,,·t,'l base to the N of' EOl! qUA:iT.. ~m Charlie. OOnd1..lC,tcd :3 :night, 
combat patl~ols in the vicinity" l/W I11f defended assigned seC'i:,or of QUAN 
:GOr pori:lc.o-(:,Gl" conducting 3 plat abc pcci:.rols to t.ho:: \1 ~ N\-T C; N. A po.tr;l . 
';"~~m r ~ 11 (10 • r 1 d 'l 2 i,iTr.J"I ,~. .,····'~·1 rY'>1" t 0611'-..... ·· 'A ~ I''''' 1 1.;. U ..• / jJ o.p 9 8 ~8n 00. v,;, V"l.C'<'!, J..u~.1J7 J Gt • .... ~J!i al1Ct Jl .: • ..L.O putro 
r:ic:::;d. up 3. ves vic Xl' 735SJ..3 o.t 061]CO}I., 1/18 IrLf inserted 2, 5-7 ill(.t.l:l 

LPJ'..P iut,o un AO S of t.ho CAN IE Bricl;~;o vic XT707953 u.Ild V:i.C XT750966 witilout 
~onto.ct~ J/23 Inf cont.inuod t~ c.1c2(:j!(~ assignod. sector of QUAil LOr per:J.Iilctor 
·conductin.g :2 ~')lc)j ;:;:i.ZG })D.trcls S of i:)[;rimctcr a.nd c..:irlif't:1.ng 0. 5-7 m£\..n L:lP.P 
into o.n /.0 IT of the CAHill Br:ii1e;c v:i.c:~'Yl4[f)95 without cOl!taot.. 2/18.(-) 
con~;;..'.l11.:.cd to d.0fcnd J ... cx: NINE nirf:l.o1d conductip..g 2 night combo.t patrols i\rd 
.:.::t '~h~ porj..1JlctcT" C 2/J.S COl'lt~.:n.u(,)d '~o (lo£'on(l LIE element ill i'~s' firinl! PSl1 
:,r::'-:: Xl"'? 1:::2062.. 1 pl:r'li size put,raJ. 1tr:;:C;~1 D7! 11 man Ene~~c dot.nc)l!}lont. was air-
. : .. ift.od into illl IZ vic YU711190 at OC..lI·30H~ T:le po;J:,rcl roacll0d the ill at 
tv'." ,'u d "t b 0614r.OTT ,.,." d" 
I. .• ~~~~J..? socuro J.; Y :;> l'! o.J.1t:.l ',; . .:: ~n:::r o"Go.cn:t1l0nt ·then accom..,ulishcd 
tilei::." c::'c.tc:d.ng nission ell H".iY 13 8.e. Llut locG.tion.. Tho clOJOC)nt lIas OJ.>­
:/Jr.:.c\cd Wl.thOlXC. incidont,,' 
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7 Aug.- 2.:1 BdG co~in.uod o-pn EL, PASO !IX "lith 2/16 r.ut (~)j? and 3/2$ 
W cont:i.nu:Lu:i to dcfox:.l3. c.SCli::;110d scc·:;·ors of QUilN LO! col1cluctillg 9 night . 

. combtr'.;; pd:r.·ols :rvJd oJ: tho poriuo-c,or.·. 2/16 lnt (-.I corltiuctcd 2 platoon s:i.ze 

EAGlli FLIGI2.CS to ilL! LZ l'lE of QijAlf 10:: 'J :;. pI.u'tioon moyed H a.ppl"OX 6 Ian lU'ld waC 

extrMted ~ 1. platoon movcd bf foot· bock .;~O Q,Ull,N LOI from rz. There 5-7 

roD).'). k'1Rpr S 1-101'0 J!'.xc, illto AO 2./16 nppl'O:X: 15 km SSlf of QUl\:;.:r LOX., Each patrol 

'lrms dropped :'_llto different :LZ~ S i.srod elLl dC.3:i.gL.atoo. routes <Jolld werc oxtro.oted 

from :3 dii'i'ercrrc LZ's", At 07U,';i):: l' lll:.UJ locatC'i I.;. foxholos~ .3 overheed 

shcltG!'s :'-;;:ld Q01il(.! dOC'\..1l11.cnts vie ;:T66Y.328" Tn Charli0;:';orioj:Lll'1.l.od to defend 

D BtI'Y 8/6 i\1o. cw:-ty ba.se vic Z'!:'U~9:::!. t"~ondu.cting ~~ dcylight, mounted roo on 

?c:'c,rols t.o tho \-]' and NW '~lithout oonto.ot.. ]. clemen-I> of 'ril C:~lie \,fas dis- . 

po:tcb.cd to tho t·} of tho JU't,y~x,sc to clleck out. o. Sl1spcotcd ve lqcat~orJo ~ J;/le 
. dcfonc1cd QUMi J ... OI Ul~ou, oondudGinr: 3 olat siz('} rccon 1)trt·:rols to thoW and H. 

Throe 5-7 ra.a:.1 LiCtPS 'I,!Ql'C d ,.~:.p::~,:.(;;:Cd. to un 11.0 uupro:x: ~W km\v of QUAN LOl. 

lJl1its 1.J01'lt :i.rrl~,o :3 dL'fi'o:ron'1:, 1Z (';J CG1.d uoro i.tlCt.rhc-i.:cd ftom. :3 dJ.fi'orcntPZ IS 

mthout C01TGr:u:rc s 2;/JJ3 ID.f \·tn .. S cJ .. o:~i:od :Co:c ~rlO'\lC~TLon,t 'bo.clr to C.Aljil~ COX, 

1/28 111£ dofended assigned ~c;f;'t;0J:" of (l1UV'1 I,QIconductL)'C 2 OO!ilpuny sizo 

.opns t,o tb.(3 S ·vlj,thQ1;;.t oontc.cr;"" 2/L(, lnt' (.~) continuod t.o dofend. Loo ~ri]m 

o.irl'icld in cooluinD.tionHith AmTI r:"1,t.,,, ~:. plat !;izo doyl::.)~t, pc.trols 

woro conducted to '1:,1,,0 BE '.,,j,t,bcut (;O.i·'(; C'..c'Cj. G 2/1:3 ~1on:l:.intJ';:i. ·~o sucu!'e tho 

. I/~{ in (,J:-ty pSl1 vic . .xD74206~ w~"thou.t. coni;o.,ct,@ 'A:!i 0715".5II, the 1/18 5-2 

flying VR of E'·de AO rocoillc':'l 1 I'd .s.i\i:':i.:~,.1 \I'i,; XI'763902 doing vory minOj.' 

dO!:lugo to tl1(} a.ir(}raft" kG 071625}~$ Li/T !'(1caivoQ S~l. fjxO vic XT669944 

f'i.l'o W'ns ro-tur:'lod "lith ll.!ll~ ;posu.lts",· Th.o '!:i.UCtgo ':ii FHiJ l·;:Il:NG 2 (XTSll927) 

was visited 'W~:t,h an .LtF 11IIJ"JIAP 'l'(3~:m, D:;;' :Ct.:c:L0J) md usSiSt,['J1tS from 1/18 Iltf.'c 

Socurity t-laal providod by 1/J.8 und ,;;t.·(,C"C!1OC! UP! s" 12.0 POl'::;ol11101 W0I'O t,roa:~od., 

120 cholora. 3:10tS c"nd 75 Ot.Jl0;L" ~hO::.:3 for :!;unm:' u:LLmonts 1.0ro gi.v·on. An 

OJ~cess of.' 2/JO l'os of CCJll1cd, m:l.J.k :::':lC~ f:'1.l:Lts W"SJ'.'O dist~:"ib\.1tod~ 

8 Aug "" 2d 13cl.o continuod D:r?"" ::::~ 'Pl"SO III dC..lfonding nOIr QU11!~/QUAN LOI/ 

1.00 !UNH 1-1.Vt.~lOU·~ ·~Ol1t.o.ct" .'2/16 JnZ (-) ;;~orrt,.i.'.~E(:·d. ·Gosoc.ure ussigncd soct,or 

Qf QlJ1Jl~ L,01 '::l'!d. (;ondu.ct.e:.d 1 pl~.'G ::;izo pn:t:::')~ te· t.ho E.. At 08125~H unit wus . 

C.lO!'t0C.t :{;:J"osV::.'::j t,ho d,:li'Or.tt)C o~"f'i.!('1 O).:rb.l\~) . l)\j:i.':l.:·J.(.\".'.:::c on' o:;,~ ;::.l".w.Ut. s: /:ur:l w~u 

1/~ ~ T~ ~ ...t,,~ ""'1',' ;!..~~< ,..,~.!~r "If'l 1""'1;' ,.)-~ ~ ;-'ljilt' ~. ...• ~'-.~ ~,~.;~ .. ,~. ;;«. .~' ,~,:" ..... • i·t ~:t. 13° 
.~ ..--1:. ..... ll'.,,·.c/ .",'~ .,J.,J..U. (~ .... r.-~.:t"'t!".<l' .t.;., .• ) .Gt::~'-l!.1,-. 01. . .1 ).'),".gl..,. cOH.)o.:~ po: ro 

:fouo.rdof: PG"1S~ J/1S J)).;t' cC'n~:iOi.1Cl,:':i u.L:rli:J:'i;, oprli1 tel rO'~l\X'iJ GO CANP CCJJ.: o,"c 

OFJJ.010H, h01;lovor!, -j;he JIm "w.s -('Ol!lPO:r:;:J:,·i.I,Y St1r~jJun.'i0dc1.t. ()Cll2?li n.nd all c.i~ 

,/ li.:Et divdrt,ucl to eD.!'~?" :c .. }{)V\:;.:c!o.~)t.:· ,)~r ~l.lC ~/2~3 In.f.~! ,A:t Og12)4~I ti~c B!~ WCI,S ordored,' 

01· '1: • J .. t ,. . , ·,")6 -- .'. ,....." .J..' :"iTT ~ 'IT '(' iiI 1 '" . 
(,0 n.ss'Ul11O :rc spomn .'2 .:t JJ' :c or- 1" '.","'. • .. / ,~Q .Ltl.C pc):·~.J.t,)l! 0:': uno i.:,'. h';.1 I .. U . { e:r. ansa 

porimcto:l:" :'.nc1 roliof .:i.D pl::-.eo ·,j':,.:~:;,~·.(·oi~lpli.shcd by otD5.36,II~ . Tho Dn rcmo.illOd 

-.:I to., 0 C • 1'~' . .' " t' , ''',r, 'r-"" !.. 

!'oC,u.y '0 rC~J..r:~;l:(iJ..n:IJe :'!.l.r. ~.:.:'(',. opn.J 1.[1>01:. earn;,' .l,:·;,;·tQl' (}:f. . "10 .1o.f 1'.1,.1 •• I.l.L movcmotrlio 

- ., ~ ,. t 1 . . . .. . , '" ~ , , ,,,hJ. 1/2"" 
j n:LgD"" f~cr.H)C.:(i po. X'o ~; 1-JC£'O pos::CJX;:.cd. ~~n 'U1C n:rc.:} 0,\.1:\'J.1'\[: C.!·.'D nJ.U" .... ~ .0 

Il1f wUS (I,loTt,c.d fer r':'o'JOl11.0r:t. ';:'0 Pl:::JOC V':CiJH ce· 0811221-], 1:;11 ,:)I~d onn(J 
, .... , ... 

'·:U::oo. :tlllr!l.odi;::;i~o:;.Jr CD-'1CO D.r>.':. D1.!.d (!.iJ~b.;:'t, O·~J·.'.s C':iJ)UJ.O D.,;3C:' i. n.t DGI;?:'; 3'8: II Tho uir-· 

lif1, H;:'..S cor.lplotoG at Od1845H wit.11 n t/,yt~..t1 of 31 so!'i:.icl;; ooin:!: flown by 

0-,123£1 ClI-n :''.11d. CV· ... 2 o.hcr~ct'·t;. . 2/J.:3 ::-\1::' cc'nti11lJ.tXl t,O (totenO. tha LOO NIHH 

arco. end CQl1ducl'!;od I,no roi!lf'orc,-)~ Gqu:.,·1 .::;:\.2:0 po3:'I-ol t" tho E~ 3. combat 

pd.r.:JJ.s ,.·oro cLlplac.cd duri:"G t:·\() r·.: ":;~l':,:~" 'i.lthongt .. ':',h,)T0 ",';;:6 He t·::nom,r con,... 

tact. 't-d.t{l'JiS troops 5.n ·~.hc <.'J:-c: .. ,,:·t O:'{J;::::H!. c, 1-11'" plcj:. ~11:'il cClrt:..1.!£t· 14th 0..."1 

oDtin!Ct,,;d plt'\t '[;i;?;c' \T:"'l :~orc~(; ~fiu ~~'G·?;2?G,'35. l~, tlLfi;DC;~~'? ':·~·Ci.S oond'uC'~6d o.t AP 

r:~ONG P}!i-.P (XT8598.:;B) t.l:'C,~t.:Lt:g lJOl)ox'l:'kJr,;-. :rY~,~.l(,d :;.0 -'kl.d to(\·~,l·;.) :1Sf>'Uoo 150 hy-

f'fionc kitr:. 11)0 T.-;"l·r.i.r't,-,; [, ..... d 1:::0 r'hr"""1;,", F!·O~'I··>"·'''' (i'n '11' ,pJ, -, ":'rl'''''O o''''oppcd 
~' • ." • "... __ ....~.....:.,.LA .... .' _.J.. I_'.j "--" ..... e" 'I,"'ol~. . '."'t,) """',,,,",, "'. I ,_~ ltV .,~ ..J. 

c.n.a. tl ~ ho',ll' C:.1iou.IIoi. T'::'pe, i-~a.:J pla;\'-oa. ::.f., ;J.r. tb,~n.~ool'\.1:i..i:.Qt\)~i XT5890, 

X:r6.3'i'O,. X'.r5f:).L16 and X'r6386" . 

9 l·JJJ.[!, '"' Iyj.o c~ol1t;inucd (j\)fJ EI. J-'.~~Ej U D.l 'Vi. •. i ... h :iL.i.l('T' (:on:"rw;' .. · 2/16 Ill£. 

C" -) C ""X,·I. )".'J.u.'.ld. 
., 

. J AI, ., 'i,,'Jf;;CCUrQ a::{signcd, .·j(;:::~·o:r· oJ qU:":,· 1,0:': .r; Vd,'1)l(r(:. 07.' QUO a.t 0909~ 

C.Smllll.::/l. rcsp0';:ls::.bility for t.ho.:; G:\i~::·J·'.-i !'?l pc:r:L1.d, \,.' I' ~ ,£," Cho.:'~ ..lio S0:::;:' 

1 plu.t. CaY to Q,Dl..2T LOI to ti.s:;:i..st ;~/..i_C 1.' ' .. )L!~ ~'t;:c ,-:;~··Lt.~ )l.iJ,l;· r,(')~o :3 

L":i,J.P! s '~lcro droppod J.nto 11..0 2/1(';, QPJ)X'mi. 2:5 km SVT of: QU.t!Jf LOr: LRRP ~lill 110N 

v'"J.c X'l'7237$;) tu!d 00 o::ct.r'~ctc(l 01:1 10 1\';:,.[5.. l'CCi.l'l ChnrlJ,o:: G01Jij:L:C':'od 0. .. acJ'Ocm . 

f:i '. • .',"' r -1 '·f - ',,," 1 .... j , I, .~ ~ ~ II 'f""r'~· "::1 ' , , - . 

J,j:'om 1;;.[10 :LHd. c:r: •. y Oo.SO 1., on ;,~ .. ij~ .-;J -:.0 VI.H :.,;1. 1'11J.C[{O \r.L~,. nO!TOontnct. "J.I4 600-

UZoc. 1.:t ... c,Y' S vi: Ai.; tOO thc.twc.s s.!p~.jQ3~~inz .?l~6 J.:LHJIF" s.. 'At. 09l!~cx)H TOM. Ch.:u.~!:p.O . 

( ... ) displo.cx, f:1.'o[.1 ;f\,d a;,oty bD.t~c. 11 of 1;,N J:SOOn.r1d. .,l'Q';~·U.l.·110~ to IlO~QUAN/.L\N 

lAX:: erlo. ,,:sstilllcd rosponsibil:Lty .tOo;' J0S dci;y.. :3 l1igbt OQ'l..n·oo:~ po:I:.rols ,.,rore. 

ost.o,bVJ!>":':c1 if •. ld of" Tm. Ghcl.rl;ie: PS!l[l" 2/16 Inf. (-) in C~UAH LOI Gsta.blishod 

) nigll.i;, cw1x:'!i pb.trols" ]/18 InJ:' ~Ll;)r ;:::'(. QW~N I,OIdofOl.:d:l.ng .'l.ssignod Soc"Gor 

of: pc:~j .. !llo·~(.;);i.· until 090L.211. l:'c, 091000H Un c()m;',~o11Cod movinG 1~o O.lUiJP COX . 

't1ith' com·br.:'t 010"'10!11:.o9 olosin:~. c.i:. 091310::'1" Bn i,ruins \""-I'O ll:!.o·li")d la.tor" 



. , .. 

~.. eO~Fof5fr!NTn4l __ "" 
, '--------- .. -. - -- ". -- ---- ---- - \ 

ri:~; r.'~S'.!..~::C tP'::t:mI'ro\{}I, ... ·G'..Dan;~:l(! :':i.ss:L)tw Cit, IJOIrG :CIC:~:lcr l;.l ~ n't 

'.J.;I.GJ.5f-:., 2 .. /Jr5 Tl:l1.' (, .. ) COl1tinued to secure LOO w:rm a:i"r-t:Lold oonduc';"il'lg 
? .. :;~{~'~.:i~~ ,~:~_?I~ j:~·.:COll 1',C"~~"r,ls to tl~.o :m \\':T.:c,ll .... l'lug oo::;::.t~ct. Co C 2/W Int' c..,.--ld 
-r t",,· "~,"".~ , ... : -.. ~,. .. " •• '~ . .,r.' • • , ....... ~,. 1'1 .t:J LC-;'-' .... , .... "" ... ' .~... .~. b .., Q '-t. e .. 

. ;,.~.:.~ .... "." , •• --,.-~"" .• :, :.J~' .'l)VJ..: ... uv ,.) OJ. AJ.~'.' ... :.!l .x.A· .. j;,..l ~-"Jy c...'30. h ll:'.gt,u, COl1.Oi.-:'#(f 

;>;' ·::':;:';;.;~-';·c.l;lishcd in tho creeL d1.U':U'lg hours of dlll'lmcss. 

::.C' ,,;:::.: ,~ 2~1 Bd.:.: ccr~'~in;"lod C"il EL Pl.30 III conducting pa.trols and re>-

.. ·r' :. ,..- "".' "···'+.s The 2/16 Trn"" ';)-trollcd N nnd E at Q'iHJi LOX tnth mc 2d 

·3.ii~' ':}~. ',d:i~~c .~.: ·~~t;"ol to -tho \'1:'- A~:t of' B 1/4" Co.v was d~t;chcd :D:-om 2/16 It'.t 

( .... ., :_'.~; Ie}:; ?:m r~c:' rc"" tt'r.':lCd to 1':',:' T .. CC. 4 night combat pntrols 'Woro 0 stnb.. 

~i.~ .. :'r.;": f,,-c, 0:: -t.>:: QU,i'JIT Lor porinIYte;;,... 2/18 In£' conducted J squad sizo recan 

!~',xi: . .r ,,':,r. to I;~, .. : 8 & E of LCC NHlH ,.r:i.tJ10U-G contact.. C 2/lG ru.'ld til{ o.slt o.:rty 

;, ..• -,-,.1.!'lti";·.r.;Q. ix-om LCC NI!llH to C}.:,AiT 10::: closing o.t 115m. Tho Bn (-) 

c,)rc:::,. ,.v.Jd. i:too 1110VO using UH-lD I S at 102103II~ Upon closure ~~\i QU1J,Y LOI tho 

. ~ .. 1. '" :.1E.Oc1 r')G$:'~.i.lcibi1ity for .' -e,Ile, H sec'bor of tho dd'cnao porimutor. 

· l:-'·5DC.!~P: s 'Wore conducted o.t APHUHG L.:.P (XT87686~:.) and MII'CCG YEli (XT870862). 

1. tota:;. of 140 persens received mcclice). 'brca:GIClont, o.lld 33 dOl.1to.l JGroatment.s 

-~'.':·:V ~·::.GO ,tJO=-~fOl"'I!led. The teC!ll is,;'0..od ~. school kits, 250 flo.g T-Shirts, 

::::;0 bJ.~.ck sllons, 100 hygiene kits, ;J.j.ld 400 bars of soo.p. 

'. :":'. Aug - 2d Bdo continued Opn EL Pl$O III with 2 In:: Bns and v.. CtW 

., 

'Trp. ':'../16. Inf (-) conducted rQil~Orcod squad oizo patrols H' and llJE of QT]~U'1 

· LOI. ~ 'third po.tro1 was insor'God ~,. holicop'~or into o.n LZ n,ooo metors lilE .' 

of QUAN LOI olo::ling at ll1640H withodi con'tuc'~" .3 oanbo:i:. pc-.trol$ \JOl"eposi·. 

~ionodin sector dUl~ing heurs of dc.rlmess. Tm Cha.:die conducte;d mounted roc on . 

po.trols H cu-:tc.l 5 nlong Hwy 13 froT:1. Ill; Loo during tho day Witj,lOUt contc.ct .• 

During the hours of darkness 2 comoC'.t pL\trols woro coridu.otoc.l i:r.:r Tm Chnr1iue 

2/JJ3 Inf closed QUJu, LOI o.t 1l0700H o.nd immedia:t.cly o.SSlU'lCd i'~s nbrtion of-

I tho Bdo dcfonsive perimet~r. Dur;i.;.,,-~ -c,he dny tho Bn ilnpl'ovocl defensive 

· pOSitions and conducted 1000.1 socuri-C.y opns in zoneo :3 CO::''l1Xl:i:. po.t.rols wort) 

posit:i.onod in soctor duril1g hours of do.rknoss. A. Chiou Hoi to.po wus broo.,d,... 

cn.stod o.lohg 1-1\'17 13 from AN LOC ·~o CHm TlIlJm. Total t.:iXJ10 wo.s 2 hours Olld 

sv.bst,u .• 1.CC of' '"ape 'Wtl.S tho.t thG VC had blO\.J11 up tho bridgoa.t 'l'AU 0 .. 

. 12 Au.g - 2<1 000 con·(;inue;d lipl'l EL Pi.SO III with two Ens i11 QUAN LOI 

a.nd ~n Inf' Co.v TC[Wl in ~ON QUIJr!.:\."r1'~n.. c> 2/16Inf (-) cont.:i.l1'\..lOd to dofond. 

QUAN LOI c.l1O.' COl1o.uc-c,ed reinforccct sqtw.c1 oize po.trol::: in l ... OI s .' to thl.) NE J' 

SB and W' 'ltTi-lih 1 plat o.s socurity for tho l::~t,jrite pit cnd t;10 Bn (-) 011 4 

hour c.lorl as Bele RRF.. 'Dn Ciw.rl.:Lc conducted 0. :::'o'uto recon 7,OOOm S Of. . 

!~n LCC \ori-t.ho1.'lt contact. 1 plutoon of B 1/4 Co.v m:'.S ctt:::.c~1C.<l 'lio t. 2/lSIllf, 

C.l1d 1 pl..--:.t B 1/4 Cc.v provided s,;cur:l:ty tor Engr dot working 011 CIllf ill Brid.go o 

Tl",o COIr.lbo.t pc.trolo wore positioned dur:,.ng hours of do.rkncss. 2/13 Xnt' pro.­

v:i.ded . A. 2/18 as Bde nRF to SUPi)ort l,j,:' La::: for scc1.l.rity of 11. 3/5 JI.rty-o Bn. 

(-) co.nducted local svcurity opns c~ldi-l'a.s Bo.e HPJ.?" Durin~ hou.l's of dcsl~noSQ 

2/16 Inf (-) ru~d 2/18 In.f (-) cond'..lct.od 6 night combe±' pa.trols i1~ tho QUA~r 

LOI [1.I"':';:o." !. 21M (+) und l/5 Art·,· lToro in suppor~ of n c..(,vrrlinatod . 

U3/l~l.Yl\r Opl')"" 

13 Aug - EL P/.50 III continued. ui,t.h sc.rno task orgal1izatioll~ Q.UllJ'r LOt. 

cclriiin .... '1.c,..a. to be dcfonded b".f 2 Bns OO~lG,l1cti!lg 8 night cor.1baJIj petrols ill tllO 

QUAi.~ LOI r.:rca, '" 2/16 I:r..f (-) cond'l:.e'cud 3 plat sizo P,i.:'.t:cols to tho N, 1·m.: 

& 11: "r::~hou~ coat:.".cto ';" ::mipoJi' sq.lMi,r'.::l :JUllt oUt .E, of QUfJ.J LOI c .. l1d \-r:i.11 

RON vio XT35.3916. 'fu Chc.rlio C0l1t:!.11ucd to provido socu.1'ity tor .8/6 my' 

( .... ) .c.::d HOlI QU1-J:.rji'Ji LOG "rithou'i; cen'Go.ct.. A f,-Jd o.rty b::we, i.oato.~li;,;1~~ 

f\<.,1..:;'u?G tl'.c ·c1:.~tc'lj·r.;:,t.ur1'lo.d cite];, firina ~l':~ 2 combat. pa:c.ro1a 'Woro cstublishod 

C:.uxil'lZ nO'l.1.1':3 ·oi o.c..rlmess, 2/lS j.;,u: conducted 3 p1c.teon sizo IJI..H.p t s to 'i;;110 _ 

:':.'; ~ ,,! &: S of QUAN LOI without cont::1.o·t;. Locc:.l security opol'ntions wore con... 

cbJ.ctoc1 in tb.ci ::.Inl:nod:i.o,tu QUAN LOI eXec. ~1d Bl'l (-) o.ctod as Bdo RR~. C 2/18' 

o.pprcb~nd.oc1.5 ves vic XT795920 c:l:. 1:?,1200II" Aft.or intor:.:-ogd.:i.011, suspCJcts . 

i-lOrC roloo.;:;()Q. Ii ):·1EDCf...P W<J..S COllductoc1 vic XTBOOB52 "'rith 100 porsonncl 

t'-roc.tee'! ;':;',0 loo cho]J.Jra. s.b.o-Gs gi-ojOl~ 250 sots of flo..g T-s\:irls & short~ 

.... ~~rc :...:::: ~~(lO(l.e 

,'" :,.' 

.lUNCLASS·IF1Eal , .. 
~ ..... 

-'-' ---_ .. _------- ',,: ' 
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14, Aug - 2d Edo continued Oi:m EIJ PASO III with tvlO Inf Bnsc.nd. 1 
Cmr 'I'rp CC;l!C~uc·;j:i.ng 6 night COII:bc:0 pt'.-Grola i''ltlU of the pcri~llOtor t!.t QUAN LOI . 
;:md :2 in 'i:;l10 l~_r LCC, a.rcc. vr.L-i:.lwut ~C>:1"k:ct.. 2/16 In£' (-) COl!'i:6il1ucdto defend 
QUAN LOI c~d cC'~1dttctcd 1 pl(1t size :L~O(",;Oll pr.~trol into AO DHA-VO (XW3Q950) ,and, 

o.~t~~1if.i;)o:';: .:lQl) ~)l.>:n,.'Tnit hnd no!:.: cO!l"L,:-"ct. 2/L6 Ir..f ( ... ) rCliL. .... in9d. JW··~o:·OUP1)QDt 
D tct'.'"1 O:J11:;;'. Ti,10 srlipol~ sq1.w.cl ruturnod d lLP115H .J'it.l10~ttoontf.'..ct. 'tjJJ3.' , 
:Gil' corrCir::.uod. to dofond t'.ssigi.10C: sootor oi' QUAN LOI & conrll'.cr(;()d 2plo.t sizo 
opns i{it~lOU'(:, cont:::1.ct.~ Tm ChGJ.'J}.c, :)ontin'.lCcl to de fond An 1CC lirfiold, Cl,.d 
OOl1C.lud.c..6. 1r;~,£/c::w J~OCO::: 9pn to th.CJ l'Y HitbJ,ri:; contcct. 1 p1c.t QfB 1/4 
Cnv P1.·,.1.;:Lc.o0. socurHy fOl~ enginoors \';:10 cor;lplO"i:iod 'Work on. ell'! LE Bridge. 
At 14lf125H -L::.10 -GCdll g:W0 2d Bd_v instn,ct,;1.on on t.ypo slinrs l,ocJls for Cg..J~7IS . 
~!:i.th [,pprOX 60 personnol c.tton([j.n;:;. 'l'ho 2rl plc,t$ 1st, l·)P Co c6hductod 0. 

chock POi;./0 v:i.c XT7898S'1 ::.t1\2 t~i(; :f.'o1J.owin~ w'QS chock(;d~ 1,253 porsol1J.'1.o1 
G.nd 21;7 \"CLj.clos~ 8 porso"mol ;,.:to o.c-t.2.:\.D.cc1 by the Nc.tionnl Polico for· no 
10: s c,nd 1 Wo.3 dcirc.inod fo'i~ mut:U.[·:coC( ID CC1.l.'d" 

1:3 Aug .... 2d me cor.tixmcG. EL :~.:_~;C' In 'Wi t.h t.ho na,."'lJ_O tt'.sk o:rgc.nizo;t:;ioll 
. conductilcg c. tot.~l of 7 ni~ht co~ibc.:1:, IX\:c.:r,ols in tll') QU~~:Y LOI/HON QU.lU-r c:ro~ 
2/16 Inf' (~.) cO"ltin'J.CJd to defand c..n~,:i .. g;10d Gocto:, of QlJl~N :L,O'C p",rimoti.lr 
scndLlZ o'\:;~ 2 :c()iT'£orcod sqd s~.zo pr';~r81t.; to tho H c.lld ESt; vrlthout cOl1·~nct. 
":'::.,:) plc:t t:l.':!.t RON in liO BPJ.VO closud Q'CAH : . .01 vlth(lui:, c<);x:~6..c·c. ~'L'l Chc.rlio 
Conti:mcc1 to provide.: security for· ·::.~,.u ~:OlI QULI,V.l.l.:N LOJ [~tJ.:-.,· conducting 1 
!rrf/'C:,,:V I'aC0:1 ~')c:.trol j .. ri close ·coo:r(l:i.:"·~,c .. t.i:Jn. oo<i ·cboI)!Jrc.ti~tc.,n "iith ~. Co of,' 
1/9 Ini' (BV:.! r r'.nd 2/1 Cc.v (LINN) -Co 'c}c() N. ·w .. & S '(,r.i'liho'l'·;:' oonto.ct. :?jie 
In£' (-) C0~l"';j.nuud to dofend c.ssignod I3c.;Cti'):~ of qUAl-]' LOr purimoto:c'cond.'I..H;rt;ing 
to roinforcGd Sqt:!.,").I:l. sizo recan p::::t.rol,; to the 5, SE.J W & NW uithout c:jnt,c.ct~· 
At 15OS.4.0?, A Co (r0bK) bug,:,n ['.iJ.-l~.ft into i-f.[HH ~L'}u\i-1H 1-t.~ G-123D-n$ lffi.oJ.D 
!.'..ircl"::..r"t t:) ':I:)!lduc'c ::0C011 r::~no. c,:;J"c-:i.:>:::.t. ~)·~troll:i.ng in olosw c.Jordil) ... :t.iol1 cLld 
cooporc.t:Lon '.·rJ:i:;~1 CIDG forGes. ]. D .. :::1.t liE AsH 1\.X-t<f r.nc1 B 1/7 ll:r:t~- (-) woro 
j:rs t.o J~~. 2!lJ21~ 

16 lUtZ .. , 2cl j3:1c cO::l+ir1u(>(1 ""J O)·'·."-i:;i ni'J"G .... :in tho dofo'SO oJ: f.··N Loci .. ' 
QUaN LOI/i';:~lJI l~;l,m~ ',.,itll J:2 -I~ i~;1:3" ~;lcl-'i O;:~\-\j T;P~ ""2/i6' I~~ (~.) ;onductod 
t.lu""'00 rzqlJ.C'Ll. i3:i~~~(J p,~.:-l .. :r()l:J t.:) tlJ'; IT, l~t~, &: s:~ of QTJJ~,~I LOI I prcn/~1.~lcd .. socu.rity 
0.0-(.2.:'1 for lr'.turito pi~ \o1.~th:-,ut c:Jjl'GC'.c':j~ ,.;~.;-J en.1.. 110ttr' ,:-J.Ol.-k. m~ Bdo R.."=tF 

, .,. 1 .. "1 .. .. r'L (., '1' ..;+ , 'I' '/C . 't ." ,~ CQUC.tuc·Cc.c [,.J-X'IllO DJ __ C ·GrC'lnJ_!l.G~ ,Lin .~.L1;:-t:i:'_.J_0 C0110'..1,(Jvo(.(.llli r." X"OU' (; :i.'ocons 
to +)"" I,f :':,," S :1.1.'" [-1·"'1\T ()T":f'l''''~'/l\l,; L-\X'" ",";';";'1"" ,·· .. · .. ,i·.,,·>1: . nG.~ "O·1·1':··'1·lu"'cl ·t·~· '~C'C"""O ..."....... . .... -', ... ~. "- . ~;_. ..l."'.L '/ • ..1.., _J \'~_;.JJ._ .- .. ~ ,. Vll ... , .. I..~v"" ,.,. .... .... _ .. _-. _ ..... 50J I,.~, 

8/t' 'yt'''r I ... ~'I""'''' '-'/'1'" Til'" ( ) ""'j'-.', .. C"C' -,- n'" c···. +1,.,~. ('i'·· .. ·f L"O.l·· """"0'" 1·1"';.l"":" J 0 J.)..." _'..; \t<-. I .·.~,v.... t:.......w.) . .a..~.J. ..".... V,)J .. ,IJ J.J.11..1 .' ... L~,~?_ .. ~' .l.oo.'". <,J!!v \.~~I.~ .. '., f ... .,.J,. ...... ,1'-_ .. ~ 

tD.iniIl~? 1 cc'm:l)~!.l1y on 30 minu"to ,~.lol'·t. c..3 :i.xr.mcdic.:t.o r(mct:i.Ol1 forco for H:tlm 
TiU:JlH .:' .. ;.').(1 CGilduc+..od c.irmobilc t.:,:.:'.~drc,~ n"t qUi;.~J .L01 strip. 1l. 2/18, . tin, n,,':lC1 
:3 1/7 AT!::.;'.' (.~) coatim~cd l;.~) 0P'.)"-'.::;'GO :'i.;1 tl')o HUm: TlIt.FjH ['.r.;;i.~. c:ondu ctil'lg 6 . 
:'~C011 lJ0:t,roJ..s \·ritl·~out co ~1tr':.ct. IIq:3 :~/7 jl::cty· v..'t\s ll.~lcrted. ..:.11(1 ro·t,ll't-nod ~o . 
CLIP COX. 8/6 AT.'.t.y ( •• .) mowd ·~h(;:;.:c· Eqs to Qut.l:if I.'(Jl ,:,.l1d, ;;.SSL1.l110:l miSSif»).1of 

DS f:m~ 2Cl Edu l·rlth B '1/7 .a.l"ty r:.r.a:~ 1l. 1/5 tri-.] ['.t QU!l.}f LOX [',nd IJP,tD ofS/6 . 
~..rt? d. I~?~;: :)~~i'T(~.j m... 1>.. totn:1.. 0;'." ? r~:i.(.:t... C:"ill::Dii pd,rols 1;j"~rQ concluctod 
Ll1 "C .. :~J) (.21J.i!.!; L,OJ/I~Ol-.! QUL,f,l Ctru~'.. (1-". ,'·:!.l1U; J !O'Ltl~S (.JI cU~l"":k _1(.. SSf.' 

. xi Aug - 2d Dio contimcd GeL' LL ?k:3Cl III doi:n:c'U.1lrr:ON QUAN/QUAH ToIorj 
'~T'.TtT rnTTpnT .... , I" n .:I '1 '- m .' .~. .' b ••. t~J.~ 11.'Ji'."i"L t-r..IJI1 2 :;'u .:Jus c;.lu .. l,rY LJ~P '')Oi'":a.u(;t·.t.ng- () :r.loC:D·:', comoa.1i pr;c,rols 
fwd of pCl·i,lc·cor during hou:::,s !.Jf,~.;:"rkr'.OG3 ·(,~._th.out ::OJ.1'tcct" 2/16 .J.l1i' ( ... ) 
CO;-lduc"t.l,;d :; Gquc.cl sizu ro(;on pct,:J:f.:,13 -G) tbc N oJ hE; & ;]E in •.. ; .. :Lgn(!;asoctor of 

·,._QT..iliIT LO:I: PU1":i.Iclctor '"v1ithout corl't/,~:(;"~ ::~.~(1. p'l~cvid,(H~ [2,. ~·~;\.1.J~it~ ... ~eOI' thu l:-~tul.j:t,c 
. 'p':'-:;,. Ul1:L'i:. !'OlTi.C',;'i.llCU Bdc FJ~F on I. ;lO1.~l' :.~I()J.t. }':,]: (!L:;'. .. ,:lil.' c.)~ri:.iniL;:x'l to tdui'uncl 
''''0''· I"\U' '," ']-' .. "" ." n' , ~1' .,' . . .. . ~ /' . ", ('\ ~.I..J. j,'j ~~, .i~:!/:Wi Luv .lJ.u·r.1.0-u. t1.110' :!I·'.)'\~».C'.iJCL ;'J!..:(.:r!..1.rl"(,,~:.r '.',:~·c;r' t.1i f:) ~~,..t:;'· '.-''} • "SiCC1tl.rity· 
"'''2.3 ~!.sO pr-::·v:7..dwct for Him:';lJ? co;~d~'.ct,r:;,·l c.t JUG ,II!,l:;: "7:t,; :CT75S801~ At 17 0930H, 
r. :::PlspC ctcd 7G t.::.:c col.1..ection p :<'T~,.;·~~.n ~;:';:::}J').r ter] .:c:(, T,')::.! .KllLU v.i.,: XT'/67767 
ctnd C11 OlC;';101rij of Tlil Ch.~ .. rlio C.,U ~"i'(: iJ.. ~:-:':3 :·'·fC~J)C :\.:i? ."_(,:.,';: :r~- """.It..' _nt ·~0 tlli]..t lOCf'..t 5 .. 011 

G,)'1d roported 1J.8:~::-,ti·v·c ovldvnco of r'.n:~r va Ctctivity ~ll tiw.:t. o,r.:,;c.. :?j1C Il'lf 
( , . . , ." ("r ~ Y -. 0·' . ,. I '1" ' 

... ~) (:'OD.-c:i.l11"~(':':~ Cpllf3 Jj,1 .t,JJ",JJ L .1 r.l-~,C'.. r:;()J.·",(;·lJ.~~ToJ.}"l? .J. ··j<~!t:t:(~ Gl.~(.-:t rc:,~tln·p·ctro~s 
... . t ~ '"' T l' Si.r C! () (.,("t~.. I' ._, ,~... ..'. _ .. ~ •••• ,~. _. ',~ .... _ I '.. ""', • e·o J.l~(.. W'! I ~~, ~, (_~ ~~.i!i :1.11 CS&J.C . .l.!.Cu. It]U(:,!J~.'/' '\t:L! .. J:lutl~ C·~:·lT(,C'..Clj. 1 Co, l.·cm.~J.ll~cl 
0"'\ ~o ~"") -~c····+: .;.-, s"pr,..·~t -~ .... .'- .~ "T'~' T"'i',~-rp '. ,"''l(\ .[ " (+) 1 . d 

j.. ,.-) -'-',..:J._·.'.1 .... " V'·_ _ .t"'~).l. u.l.IJE',J.l" c.v .• 1.. •• ) •• ,:, .. L.".l· •• l~ .!~ <.,1J.t:J • ru '. cOJ.J."c.inuCJ' 
to def~::n.d 1':L':~':E TI·;rJITI ,~"Efl st.".:,;toj ('!-,:~l;r;::.c;tlc:n ;..."t, 170845H~:.l~d c'.!.l)sod QUl.~LOI 
c.t 171658!-l¥ 11t. npproX 171100H, c~ GV-2 O,ll~on:,o to Q'UAN LOI rcpol"'tod rocoj.ving . 
SA fir", }" :--;ln3 S of' ,AH LO:; 0.'.1 ·:.i~lv 'Ii .olido '...:f' IhlY 13.\ ~~1 OlO.i:lOllt chuclwd . . 
out tho ::r, '.(.th nog r()~JLtltG,,' ,1\ J.IEDCIJ? wc'.s conduc-Gc.;d '['.'~ DUe VINH (XT760S01) 
t.u:1 150 i)i...:r'::< ,',":..'.1 ~.)I.Jl'C; truc:,tccl. J.OO S(;-(,c: of :r-s.h:.:r.·,~~ nl1d dl0!~CS, 150 110 loTS- . 

pr.,pv:P!.j :;.::~.(1 ·~i{)Ci l'nj~8 ot 3,J~.:p WJ."O :1.,,831.h')()1). 

.~SlF1EJJl 

I' 
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lS Aug - 2d ,Bela continuod 0Pj,l EL PASO, III dofonding HON QUl.N/QU,II.N LOI 
conductL"1..g 8 11:Lght comPct pc:t;rols in -lihd aro~ witho".J.t contcot. 2/16 Inf 
(-) conducted :3 reil':li'orced s~:,.cl size pr'.trols to the m'M, NTlE & E in ~,ssignod 
sector of QU1JT LOI porimoter W:i:t.lhjut OOl1te.ct elld continuo to provide socur:i.ty 
£or Eng".!' lc.torito pit.. Unit c01::I;,;'_11'\.'0(1 missi'-'ll of Bele P",'1li" on 1 hour clurt. 
1'1:1 C:1r'xlio C::ll1tuct.:;d t"10 rcil1fm_'.:;od p::-.:c.rols N und S of 1.J:J Lex:: 011 Ht"Y' 1.3 
withc,ut con~G::1.ct. 2/18 In£' (-) cvi:.c1ud.ud 6 1..'R.rU-o into c.n AO 11>1 of Air Lm. 
At 181124H, 2/10 0-1 IJffi.p invcGtig.~kd ('.;.1 CIon which Wc.s suspected of ooing 
a. VC bcsc OC1np (XT61r5934)r. A seqrch ')f' tho c.reo. turned up neg :results. rrnc 
2d Dele conduct0d a. squc..d size reCOil p:".:c.rol W of: QU1J\T LOr c.lld a.t J..8100lH 
her-.l"Cl_ /.:. ret:;: SA. firo from vic X'I79C9W • .Il. thorough s0C'.l'ch of -(',:10 cree wa.s 
conductod \.J~i.th neg rosults. 

19 Aug - 2cl Ede continued to p.".r-(',:i.cip~t(; ill the defvnso of HON QU!.JJ/ QU1...N 
toI m th tMO Inf Ens unO. 1 Cc:v Trp.. Dur.,_ng the dr.y 2/16 Int (rein!) comncl1cvd 
::~m BURI..J:::TGTON 1-1i·l;h c.l1 C'..irmobile cr3U2..u1t on c.n IZ E of Tl .. U 0 Bridge. .A.. 
2716 dep::'.l"'i:,oc.l EOl! QU1l.N c.t 190805H c..:1t1 sucurcd fwd cxt3- he.so fer 8/6 Arty 
(-) nt, 190905H. L.....-ty mr!lc;dic.toly bege'.1 rugistrc.tion, followed 'bIJ C pl"UP of 
IZ BLUEo TI..il Charlie (RriF) dcpc:rc.od L.N La::: a.t 190934H c...i.1d sccured psn 
Cll'J.RLIE vi_c T1J.I KILt .. I a.t 19100J}I. Hocol1 pL.'..t 2/16 (ruil'lf) J....·:.l1o.oo. in J2., BLUE 
c:, 191024II c.f-!:;(;r t.'.l'ty prop s:nd supprussj.V(; fires from. m'l.'llCd ho1:i.copt(;rs in 
L:~ oxen" Fin~ clements of B 2/16 010s0d lZ. BLUE a.t 19D.20I-I uith no contc.ct. 
TAU 0 Bridge IT·:',.S secured by 191225H' c;1(l t:1C Engr 'Work dQ't,:'.il and mc.t\..ria.ls 
m-rivoc10 A:i_r strikos 'toTore cmployc;d W of H,.ty 1.3 "'hila soc~lril1g 'i;,ho' briclgo 
Cl"O::'... El1gr ",ork '';~3 comp1ct,ed c:t 1916L~5H with Engr elomonts boing ox-lir::'..otod 
followed by B 2/16 o.t 1917L~H!) 1 Pl::-:c. of B 2/19' .~. ROiJ S of TAU 0 Bridgo. 
Or: oxtr{'~t,ion of B 2/-:"'6, Tm Ch."..Tliu displ::'..cod to f'WCl arty :)e.so to reliovo 

11 ';/16. li. 2/16 closccl QUl' .. N LOI r.;'G 191930H rnd C'.sSUJlCd portion of d<.;i'unsivo 
:JocJ:jor" Til ChC'.r1ic pr:wj.dcd s~curity for f'Wd nrty base c:.:.~d )}lI')SP.RF' tor 
p1::.t RON o.t Tl.~J 0 Bridgo are.~& 2/18 Inf CC'~'1til1uod to secure ::'..ssignvd seotor 
of c;.Uli.N LOI porj';::1f.::tor ::\11c1 pr.')vir'. ... cl }),lo roU" conducting 6 squ~'!.. size pn.trols :£IT, 1-1 & 
S in seotor. 6 l'light cQrnbo.t Po.:t.1'ol::: '\-lOro Qstc .. hl::i..:3hod f\Jd of QU1..N LOI pori,'llo·tor~ 

20 Aug - 2d Bdo CO:::J.tinued to pC'rGicipc.tc in Opn EL P}.sO III dofending 
HOl~ QUAF/Q·Ul2.·f Lor conducting 6 ni~~llt c'):ob::.t po.trols in tho t,\"O a.roo.s. 2/16 
lui (-), 1 pl::rr. C 2/16 ::'J'ld 1 plr:~ B 1/1,. Cnv dofendod th,-, up.tiro QU1..N LOI 
Tlorimotur c~m'.~"J.ct be; 3 d',ylight v:trols to thCJ N, m, & Euith')ut co nto.ot • 
'l'j.1u lJ1C'."c. t:l:.::i:, romc.incu. S of Tt.i.U :) JriuGd "·lo.S uxtrc.ctud ::'..t 20ll26H wi-thout, 
incidunt. Tm Ch~~li0 (-) c:mtinuuc1 ·c.o sccu:rc HON QU1:....T'I/AH LOG upon cloS'IJ.l'o 
frolil f\.](l c.rty '08.:3(; ~j 201245H. 2/18 Inf dc;fondod a.ssignoc1 sector of QUIJI LOI 
pcrim;;tor until lift stc.rwd nt 2000JOU. At 20174DH tho 1:Lf-c. W8.S complete 
7.::.;,1Cl tho Bn cloocel UI I<'l-IE, cem.o UnclQl~ OPCOK of -t.hv 3d 000 e.G 'tol011 ::".3 B 1/7 

- .arty ii·:5.~:i.ch DOVccl to UJ.. KHE. 

2:J.. Lng"'" :>.11 Bela -cnntitmod (}pn j~I.. N"sO III dofondir.2 l~OIT QUl.ii!QUl.N i:'OI 
,·rith 1 IIll Bn ::'.11.d 1 C2.V Trp cOl1cluc-:~:I_~:.r~ 7 night. cOr.J.bd lJdroJ;a fwd of the hIO 
.r..r·:'nr~ EJ.Gm i1IG£l'l'S dropped pl".t. :J::.zo pd:.;r,')ls in to tho H, E, $ & W w:i."i:.h 
-olomcn·t;s l11ovj.ng £'rom LZl s in cluvvl'J..'Jd p:::.ttc:rns "ith nug cont.:1,ct. Tll1 
Chc.r1ic (-) conc1uctou C plc.t. o:;.~o I;xr/Cc.v roc::m pC':tro1 to t11c Nt \>1 & S of 
l.N LCC ,·r.Ltzl nog cont.('.Ct .. 

2:~ Aug .... 2d Bde c')l1tinuc.xl "Gt) -:>c.rtic:Lpc.tCJ in Opn EL l';~O III dofoncling 
!;,J TlX/QUi.r LO:( Hith on,-, In£' Bn ai1Q. 0"10 C.".", Trp.. 2/16 Illl (-) CO:lductod :; 
Gql,;,c.d .size l"'8C0l1 pe.trols to tho 1M, lIt:: & S wi thJUt cont::'..ct. 4 combo:t pc.-i:,rols 
1':\';:;'~O C')i1dact.Gc1 in the QUAN LOr c.ro.:-... r; " .... , - '.l'r!l Chorlio continued to 
6:ofcnc1 ~WI~ QTJA?:!jAN LOJ conc.1uctill[; '-'.:1 :Uu"lGu.v r(juteo rocon fl~om AN LOC S 
$ km thrv. the; rubbor H of AN LCC, Yi' tCl t;.E) CAl-Ii LE BJ:'idgo ::'..11L1 roturnoc.l with,. 
(!;iut c·:;,:::t.:.cct~ Tv!;) COIilb8.t pc..tro1n ,1vru ost:.'..blishccl in tll(; AlI La; o.:rca. d'~lri11G 

. l::"curfJ r'i~' cl.:-J. ... l~T1C:JS,~ 

:uNCY;ASs~E1I 
, ---'--, -'----



23 Aug- 2d Dda continued Opn EL PASO TII defending AN J:.,QJ/QUAN LOI 

wl.thout contacte 2/16 Inf (-) oontinued to defend the £.)~tire Q:UAN LOI 

perimeter conducting 1 plat size patrol, 2 reinforced aqd size patrols . 

limd dispatching 1 sniper sqd without enemy contacto At 231030H the 8-3,p 

.. 1:;h..<"1). an int,erpr~ter, vTUS informed by rvr...ontagnards from the village of PHU 

flillHG (XT7909J-3) of a dud arty I'd tha.t was received incoming at appro:&: . 

2:;:J100H:;, iln EOn Tn! with security ele11.ents was dispatched. to "the village. 

L::t2r c1iggL1'lg 61 the rd was dete:rmi1'lcd to ba imbedded in earth at m. dopth 

c£' at lcmst. 8~ and was not considered dangerous, therefore it was left in 

i:;he groundo 'I'm Charlie stoo(1,.,down on its planned. rnf ICav patrolling 

::lission and received lllssion to remain in AN LCC a.nd. be RRF for ARVl~ eJ.e,.. 

ments oonducting a roo.d clearing opn from HON QUAN to LCC NINH$ J... total of' 

6 combat patrols were conducted in the HON QUAN/Q.UAN LOr a;reQ;. during hours 

cif darknesss 

;U~ /srLS3 QoS 2d Me continued to participate in EL PASO TIr defending 

AN LOC/QUAN' LOI ,dth one Inf En and one Cav Trp until OPCON and respons~ 

bility for 2d Bde missions woos assumed ~ 1st Bae at 241305H. ~16 Inf (-) 

initiated thi'ee reinforced squo.d size nnd one plut. size patrol ahd. had no . 

contact ,·Jhilo under OPCON of 2-d Edeo TIn Charlie initic.ted 2. plat r.m:/Cav . 
recon patrols W of AN LOO in tho rubber and N & S along Hl-TY 13 and hud no 

contact '-1hile under OPCON of 2d Bde. At 24005:3H, tho 2.d Bde commenced 

airlift fron QUAN LOr to PHU LOI v.nd at 24lO55H received a mission change. 

andvlllS divorted to CAMP COX to prepare for futm"e missions. All elements 

of the 2d Dde closed CAMP COX at 24172.0H. 

80 ,?UPPORTING FORCES: 

(C) a. Artillery: l/5 kJ:ty ( .. );' 1/7 Arty (-), a;ncl 8/6 Ar~y, which.,,;o::G 

in Direct Support of the 2d Bue at specifiod dates throughout .this opn, 

operated effectivo~. The 8/6 .Arty (-) vms in Genaro.lSupport of the Dde 

.for the entire operation, excopt for tho period "then its Hqs took over 

. D:tZ'O~~i6 =Jupport missiono Arty fire support for 2d Die was rapid ~ 

responSive throughout Opn EL PASO III. 

btl Air Force: TAC Air W.8 employed on both preplo.nned and immediate 

target,s. The Dde A:LO a.nd 5-3 Air processed o1l air strikes, requesting an 

average of S strikes dai1¥, of which an o.vera.gc of 4 strikes daily wre 

received. The effects; of TAC Air strikes were hard to guo.ge, however, IlS 

troops usu..'1lly did not enter nll o.roo.& s.truck. Bomb seadings VJere retqUested 

for areas of intensified va activity, but results t-Jere unknown due to lack 

of observation. A new system of night bombing, called SKY SPOX, wne used 

on occQ,sion with a.. high dogreo of' aocura.cy on tQl"gots and 0. quick rOllCtion 

time by tho Air Faroe. Air Force' lift was ut.llized to I:'IOve troops and 

supplios' from one base to another, regularl;v, rut was otton severel;v hindered 

qy weather and landing field oonditions. . . 

Co Arm;.., AV"'lation: Arr:rry A.viation "'as used extonsivoly to conduot 

. taoticol. troop move~, EAGLE FLIGHTS, resupply o.nd. oommand and control. 

Novomenta I:1OOe wero well coorc.1ino.tod and effectively oXDcuted. 

d. CWN A:m.ed Foroes;: . Operations were conducted .frequently with GVN 

Foroes. In these operations RF oomp~cs !'rom BINH LONG Province a.nd. unit.s 

of. the 9th ARVN Reg:i.ment operatecl oucec.sctul.:b ;':J.n ·cloac QOOrdir.tition· and. 

cooperation with 2d Bde~ 

90 (0) J'..ESULT~: 

no Friendly Losses: 

KIA: 1 
vITA: g 
Equipment: 1 tank 

b. En~ Losses: 

KIA.: 2 (mj 
KIA.: 1 (prob) 
VCS: .32 
O:lt carta: :3 . 
P1Dstic A;p' minos: 1 



UNCLASSJ,ElED 
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i co~= ro iBE~TBAL--" 
'PlR Lqss~ (~) 
U Mines: S 
Claymores: , 
Rifle Grenadest 1 
Gireno.des: 3 

. b. Adn:LlIlistmtive PJ.o.ns: There were no signi.ficnm problems encountered.. 
d.Uring this ~peration in the field of ndministration. 

. 00 IDeistics: The Dda tro.ins oonsisted 01' t.he Dds assistant &oJ. and the 
brtta.1:i.on s...41 Ii!. located at W .KHE (.t'orresupp~ of all cla.sses 01' suPP4r 
~m the Iogi¢icru. base intho.t loao.tion)s and the Ilde s-4~ C Canpa.tIY 1st . . 
Med DnD oonttJ.ct Waillf D Co 70lst Maint. Dn and :ropresent.:ltivea ot the bo.ttallon 
S-.:4 sections at tho tonro.rd area. in QUAN LOI. . 

(1) Nen::'! 00': Support tor the' Dde in the tield w.s furnished 'b7 
· a f'o:rt-To.I'd element 01' C C am.po.n;y 1st 1-1ed Dn and by torward elements. ot the 
· ..; mivi...dual oo.t.tali,oni sGtintions.. Do.i~ sick cnll \Tas held. at aid station 
l.ev~ The fonTard clearing stat-ion 'Was used tor initiv.1 evalua.tion of 
casualties and provided definite treatment tor minor wcU'llds. More serious 
eases were evacuated by Dustofr holicopter ,,,hich was on stnndby basis 24 bra 

. . a. doy o.t the fon1!ll"d nreo. This system was genoro.lly quite e.f'fective as· • 
hod been the case on prior pporntions. 

(2) Maintena.nceJ Conttl.ct teams of .Signal, autor:1otive, armmaent 
and SI:lllll c.ms adequateJ¥ ·ful:filled all repa.ir requirements. 

(3) Supply: Prescri red loads l-rere adequate. 

(4) Transportation: Resupply within the, Die wt'.s conducted utllizing 
air delivery techniques fron tho IogisticaJ. lxlse at !AI KHE. The basic ail'­
e'lt'Oft used was CV-2 with occasiono.l C1231l s to supplement when necessOl7. No 
~or·problolls v:ero encountered in ro~ frOIl LU KHE but oceasionoJ. ~ 

· cul.ty was encountered in tJOvem.ent of personnel, mail and Ll..'\teriol to and from . 
ba~ c.'Wp at LAI KHE. This problem W"O.S lrolved late in the opera.tion 1::u the 
a.ssigmner~ ot one CV-2 aircraft per day diMctly to the reo. 

(5) Glass III: ']here -ware no problems. Ellll"..ountered in retu.elil:lg 
of ai~rcft o.nd vehicleso 
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~ t.'J~. 
';.i r.' t'I~ Special Equipment: '!he only ite.tl.s of special equipmont used by 2d 

:J2-de "\·;ero the AnM.,.",Intr'llsion De-vice und the l05tl!l howitzer "Deehive" r~ 
.. D1e nnt:i-intruGic~n devices were emplo.ced around ambush patrols and f'orwa:L'd of 
Y3ri."';]9tc:;;,,::!) rec~5s:~l.1g a high degree of ;~roop accep'(;a.!lce. Since none of -these 
posit.ions ~·lEJre ::lCrG1.kl.1.ly proood, tl);; overall morit of the dGvice CQ,lUlOt 00 
C',oLIL1(mt.rJ'c\ upon:, In a ID..e D['.nner' uDechi'll"e'~ 8munition vms dist.ributed to 
'~:'::.l~i.o~~,s hot·litze~· tiring poSitions, bat ,-IUS never employoo ngcinst an o.:ttac.ldng 

bo Te:I::'..h.niques:: Throughout Opcra.tion EL PASO III 2d Dda units endeav'orad 
to na.stor established techniques a.nd develop new oneSe In this regru:u the 

.' opero:~ion c1.e::1Or..str:.lted tho po'Gcntin.1 of displacing 4.2 inch mortars (1st 

. !\SS2.'ut I.ir'c.y) by Un;..1D helicopter to provide assaulting uni'~s prOtlpt tJld 
~'3sponsivc fire support~ JGhe vo.luo of sutm'uting areas 'UI'..c1or dense jungle . '. 
c-anopi'3s w-:l.th 5,·~? man recon patrols to c1etemine evidence of recent VC mowm.ent, 
the r.ge:el i'or a5 .. !'bo:rne radio ralD.ys 1..Then eloments: are operating in 8ense 
vegota:tion on t.l:::; fringe of: radio reception, the importunce of bringing the air 
r.rl.ssion (!OT:1::1..."'Jld':>l" i..l'lto the plv.rminG for air roo bile operations at the earliest 
possible tlllC, and the imPO!-to..'1CO of' effecting close coopero.tion with local 
GiTN forces anel enlisting their participn"~ion in these opera.tions. 

1:>.-1.) (C) CG1H.lI.NDERns ANALYSIS, When the 2d Bda r.loved to Q1.JAN LOI on 12 J~ 
:'i:~ '\oms virtuaLly a new unito Gone were most of the otricors an1 non-coI:Jrnissioned 
officers' ,.mo hod served. in it sinoe its arrival in country. In tho:ir place 
"lOre Den, now "(,0 the 2d. Dds and' now to Vietnao. Rapidly fashioning themselves 
into an effective fighting unit, these non of the 2d Dde held IlllIjor VC forces 
cd; boy in DINI! LONG Province nnd prevented tho va .from. e:xoriing their influence 
.eJ.ong Higbmtf 13. After having controlled this road for so long a period of 

. time, the 2 Dde~s control of this o.rea doubtlessly ooused VC to lose Q. gretdi 
deeJ. of prestige tU:!Ollg the popu1c.ccG 

1:30 (0) CONCT.,USION AND IESSONS IElJ.RNED: 

a, Conolusion: While VG activity in the EL PASO III operational area. 
\1a9 a minimtml, the opera.tion '\rIllS' a sur~ess in tho.t durine it the Dde crystallized 
irr&O an affective fighti~g force, and one that will make its presence felt to 
the Viet Cong in the months to COIllC. 

b~ Lessons Learned: 

. (1) 402 inch Mortar Support. During the operation elments of the 
1st Assault .A:rtillery Dattery (Lightharse Artillery) vere airliftedby' UH,.JD 
helicopters into tl'1.,a battle area. on repoated occasions. tis technique 
provid.ed on e.f:f'ectiVG means of insuring olose and continuous fire support for 

, . 111.£c.ntry unitso The IZ~ savailt:!.ble'HQre often small onos, lolhich allowed a 
/ :2"l:dl'1'1.l!J. of Ol'lly 4 UH-JD, aircraft to .J.:mcl at ~. tiD3. ~1nce the Dattery re-

. (In:.:!.:F..:)d th.~ helieopters land the rlortars a.t ind'ividuaJ. firing positions, . 
c.ccurate positioning of thE) helicopters ·ta:a 'roquired. Dy landing a. group of 
two to four helicopters in 0. single lili with 0. time intorval of two to threo 
ninuGes between lit'tis 9 a. smooth nnl order4r entry am. exit from tho ~ was 
obtainedo 

(2) Long Range Recon Pll.trols. The LOllg Range RooonntLissance Pntrol 
(LRRP)techniquc was employed roguJ.nr1;y into areaS approximo.tcly' 6 kiloneters 
square. This' area. was sa.turated with up to five pa.trols of five to seven men 
e~::l .. ~~ 'tolhich '\-lOrE) inserted and extro.cted 1:t7 helicopter. In ol1 instances these 
rotut'ned to base trith&-equired infomntion cn the area. This fact shcn.red that 
ocsic Infantrymen. could .. .::~ sent cut on long range l"Cconnnissance patrols and 
Q.Ocotlplish whatever nissions they were IlSsigned. 

Co Rapid Rsru::tion to Intellieenoo Gained by lRRP: IcRRPt m are an 
effective L1:.'lc...l'J.S or· peri'omil".g reconno.isscnce of a. large areo.. When e:mploy­
;-.,g this techniques IJ.'Lti'i'icierrG heL1ccpters to move a RRF of at leIlS·~ a corn... 
pnny EihouJ.d ha at the air,;,'trip with personnel standing by on strip alert :tor 
. :i.xm:l.odi.at.e cmplopnont"'O 

----_ .. _----'----------------------
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a:e.,Radio Relq.· When opera.ting in thick jungle _ .. 'is often neGessal7' 

· to . put) an a.irborne :relrit in support; ot ground \1ll1t~ ~is ro~ should :Ln 
an Q8,ses' be 0. fixed wirig aircrtlf't. It should a..assignod to suppOrt o~ 

, one' battalion at a tiI:le~ It should never be allowed. to bcootlea .crutch". 
units' Should 'continuaJ.4r t17 to establish contact with base'l$ation. 

'e. Joint Operations. When opora.t:iJlgin close proximity- 'to CIDG or 
, ! ARVNurdts, coordination ot opora.tions and. tire SUppc>rt is essentia+. A. . 

I d~ .briefing attended by representatives ot all. ot tho units opera"tQ.ng in 
. the ~n proved to 'be aneUective l:lBthod or accoq,J1shing the coordinnt~n. 

./. i . t. SeI'l7'ices. When a battolionoperates' indepeaadcnt~ ~ a 1:nse, , .' 
; such as r.cc-lUNH1 tor ext.end.edporiOds ot tilne, services such as shoWr. poids, , 

a mobilD pX, ,and laundry' t~ilities should be made ava.iJ.nb1e. A ~awer poi2rli 
does much to, rQise the. morale and appearance ot a unit. 

t . g~ Air Mobile Operations. l:c.nding ~ones used t-Ol" oimobUe operations 
, '-were ot varied' size and contigurtl.tion. A reconno.issElXlco wi til the ai:e mission 

comandcr prior to the opera.tion; a thorough bri~fing, a.n4 strict' adherence 
to the plan developed, insured sUccess or an opeJ:ation. h.all iDste.nces the' 

I air mission' oommander shoUld be broueht into the planning at~s eal';Ja at:im9 ' 
· as possible. ' . , .' ',',' ' .' 

" , ' he Armored VehicloIcunchcd Dridgo. The availo.bUitY' ot m\ Anti z\1ld . " 
,sreat~ enhllllce the mobility ot 1/4 Ca.vall7 and should 00 prcvid04 that., " 
· SqWldron as 0. TOE ,item.' ' , ' , -
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}TEATJ"'UA''l,.'.rE!S 3D n"'.!'l~E 
1st Infantry Divisicp-, 

APO US Forces 96)4~. ..~. 

-, 

20 August 1966 
ST]'.aJ1<;(;~~~ Com.bat Operntions A:rt3l" Actiol1 Report (EAOV/PJJS/J"J/32) 

'l'hHn~ Commanding G0ncral 
1st Infantry Division 
APO US Forces 96345 

TO: Comr.'1ander 
1JS Eili t~~ry Assistance OO!l1V1and, VietnaDl 
ATTrT: J321 
APO US Forcos 96243 

. , 1.. IT.Al~ MID TY.!'E OF OPERATION: Operation EL PASO II .;. .Secu;t"1t:r andScF.IJ:'ch Md des~~;Y~-·" -- - •. - ........ -....... ---.-... 

2. 'Pj~T}S,.Ql £nl1\':t'} ... 0l!~ 021430 Juno 1966 to 141300 J'llJ.7 1966. ' 
3. LQ9A1'1.91! 9.! ~~.1I..9l!: BD[! L01lG andPlroOO L~7G Provinces'~ 

4w . ftCJ~.1J~. l~:lUAIiT"J£~: 3'0 Brigado, 1st Inf'ant17 Division. 

. ,,5. m~TIT ~~1§.: 

Colonel "1111irun D Brod'beclc, Commanding Officer 3d Brigade . Lt Co1~' Kyle i;I Bowio, 00 2/')fJ Infantry . Lt 001. Lee S :icnry, CO 1/16 Infantry (2 June - 20 June 1966) Lt Col. Rufus 0 Lazzel, 00 1/16 In:t'an1irT (20 Juhe ;.. 10' JUly 1(66) , Lt 001. Herber lIcOhrystaJ." CO 2/18 InfantrY' rAt 001. Robort Held/me, CO 1/28 Infantry 
Lt 001. Laonllrd L Lewane, co 1/4 Cavalry . 
Lt 001. Frank R Ti:1! .~", CO 2/33 Artillery 

6.. 1A§! ~~.A~:f..IP1!: The Task Organimationchanged thrDUghout the opel'&' tion. 'l'hc fo:!l.low1ng um.ts \OTore at v;U'ious tj.mas under OBOON of, tho ~. Brigado dw.""ing n.:-'"'l~d.tion EL PASO II: . 

aCE'.dquarters 3d Brigade 
. 2/2J3 Infantry-
1/16 Inf'antry 
1/2S Infantry 

I....-.--.~---.-.--.- .. _ ... ----

. '., 
'". '"" . ~ 

2/").S Infantrr 
1/4 OaveJ.rr (-) 
2/33 Arti1101"1' 

1 

. , 

1/ 

, . 

.. '. 



a. Artillery: 

(1) Size afForce: The size of the arti1lory foroe supporting 
the 3d Brigade Task Foroe during Operation EL PASO II varied as the taotica1 s~ 
tUI;I.tion v:?rj.cd. While et LOC 1m:;.! from. 2 Jun8 to 6 Jt:no 'chs artillery consisted 
of 2/'33 Artillery minus one battery. On 6 J1.4"10 l1n ar:1di t;.onl".1 artillery b2.ttery, 
e J3attery 2/13 Arti11cry,. was ett8,chec1 to 2/33 Artillery and moved to 11IHH. THAl\1H 
and C Battery 1/7 Art:!.)'lery 'Was moveCl. to HON '-"UAH anf.l. a. ttached to 2/33 Artillery. 
On 26 ,june, G Battery 2/13 Artillery movcd to vic SONG HE e.nd 'Was detached from 
2/'33 .Artillery. On 27 June B n.1.ttcry 1/5 Artillery ~mcl C Bnttcry 2/13 Artillery' 

. vic SUHG)3E were attr.ched to 2/33 Artillery and C Battory 1/7 Artillery e.t qUArT ' 
. LOI \.re.s dete.c. .... lOd. 2/33 Artillery (-) moved ·to Sul,TG BE on 30 Juno 1966. A Battery 

2/33 Artill;:ry lias c10tachcd nno. ro.ovod. to XTSl5905. On 2. JuJ.y the 2/33 Artillery 
moved elero.ents from S;jim BE te LOO ND1H. Fir:i.ng bntteries under 2/33 Art:tllory 
e.t tl'l..is tiJ"'.c "tore ;3 Dnttory 1/5 Artillery and C B~.ttory 2/13 Artillery. On 16 
.Tw.y Ecadquartcrs Bf.'.ttory 2/33 Artillery movod b:".c!(j to LAl IGlE from LOC N!1.JE ter­
min:;ting EL PASO II for the artillor'lJ. B B€I.ttery 1/5 Artillery moved to pI-IOUe 
vnIT-1 an~l 0 Battery 0 Bt.~tto~J 2/13 Art:iJ.lory Dlovocl t~') FHU LOI on 16 July 1966. 

(2) . }iO\·, 1.'.nd i-Jh.on Employod: The ·2/33 Artiller~', at timos being 
roinforcacl bY' as I.lrt:1.11ary, ,·re.s in dir\~ct support of t.l],e 3d Brigade Task Foroe. 
It w~sru.so used to raj.nforc.;) oth.or artillery un1 tEl suP?or:ting other Brigades. 
During Op3r~.tion :'1. J:>ASU II the b!\t·~l.'.lion wi th ~tt!,ohod bnttorios expended 
23.,227 r'junds of 105mm in support of the 3rl l3r:t~ec1.a Task Force, 

. 2d Brig::..cl0 Task FOrco £I.n(l Division operations. 

, 
! ' 

(3) Resul'Cs of Artillor'lJ Fire: Throt'!.ghout operations the firos or I' 

tho p..rt111eT'lJ "Tere I::'.ccurato and violent. Tho art:i.llery provided highlY' ef:f.'eotivo 
close in fires to the 2/2fJ Inf;h.tryin tho Battlo of LOO r.f.Wn RUBBER PLANTA~~IOr!.. I· 
I~ wnS responsible f.or forcing the ve to floe and caused many ve oasualtiesns 
the ve attempted to escape. Enemy losses attributed to tho artillery supporting 
the 3d Brigade. Task Force "roro 18 KIA (BC), 14 KIA (Possib1o) and 3 mortars . 
neutre.1i zed. 

b.. Air Forcs: The Air Force contributod aignificantly to tho high 
degree of success of Opor.,\'cion EL PASO II by flying 514 proplanned olosE) air sUp.. 
port sorties and 159 immodi~to sorties. 010se air support was considered the deci­
sive fac" .. or in the success, of tho bat'lilcon S June along Highway 13. The 3d 

. Brig.9.do FACt a were also Usoclto 00.11 in airstr-lkos tor tho 1st Brigade in support 
of the 2/18 Infantry on 2 JuJ.y 1966. In spi to or the weather on 2 July whicb 
was raggsd overcast condition ~bout 350 feet above ground level, 19 immedinta 
strikes \oTez'o diroc'~oo. by 3d Brigade FAC's against tho va force as saul ting tho .. 
2/18 Infantry. lbes6 strikos wero creditod with broaking the va assault. The' 
porfol'Jl'l.ancc of the FAG! S nnel strike pilots \·ros outstanding. The fightGr sorties 
yore nOt-Tn t'..SliS'U3d bolow: 

2 JunG 0 
3 June 0 
4 Jun'£) 2 
5 June :3 
6 June 0 

'} -
. ! 

I 

r 
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J,IJlDIJ":WT1-C 20 A~t 1966 . 
:::r'!}iJE;CT: Combat Opcr.1.ti'1!ls After AQtion Report (l-JACV/RCS/J3/32) 

7 Juno C) 

8: J\me ' .. v 

9 J'CL.~O '7 
10 ~runo 3 
11 Juno 9 
12 J1..mo 9 
13 J\:.no 23 
14 Juno 15 
15 .Tun(" 6 
16 J11L!O 16 
17 Jun::l 4 
18 .Juno 20 
19 Juno 12 
20 JlUl8 17 
21 JUti.3 20 
2:2 June 14 
23 JUt"'J.c 22 
24 Juno 10 
25 Juno 12 
26 June 19 
Z7 June 22 
28 Juno 7 
29 Jum 17 
30 Juno 20 

]. July 34 
2 July 26 
.3 July 12 
.4 July 17 
5 July 17 
6 July 10 
7 July .3 
13 July 12 
9 July 37 

10 July .3 
, 11 July 4 

12 July 5 
1.3 July 0 

...1E'lfl1. _rz 
T(lXA1 514 

c. Army M.r Support: turing OperE'.t1on EL PASCO) II ~.l) 3d Briga.de Avia­
~.()!! Section flo\·! ro tot<'l.1 of 319 missions for a total of 459.3 hours. Tho sec­
~~.:~"m operJ:~od fO:i."W'D.rd mtllnton~moo clements to aocQ'dplish df.l.ily mainten..'\noE) o.t the 
!,:::,:'_g:~dc Fort/c.rd OP lonctionB o Tho section sohedulod two OB1)' s d.e.1ly in support 
():;.' B,:igado opora:t.ions. Ho signifio~.nt opor~.tiollr..'\l problems ware enoounterod by 
tho Brig~do Aviation Seotion on this oporation. Tho l7.3d Aviatibn Comp~~y (Air­
mobile, Light) was of ton in direct support of. ~~e 3d Brigcda during Operation EL 
PASO II and provided tho Brigada \d th outstandinrs support. 

- ---_ .. _-------_.- -- ---



A VDB-1,f3-C 
SUi3JEOTaOombo.t Operations After Aotion Report fJ..rACV/RCS/J3/32) 

0. 

20 August 1966 

"',., 1-~,... 

e. Estirn~te of va Stl'ength:lntolligence received prior to Opor.!'-tion 
Ex. PASO II was not recoived in tn.e for:m. of :c. dota:i..lod intelligence Annax, but 
instead 'c:::'mo in tho form fjr aclt'.ssified TUX. Tho TINX 9t:'\tOO that documents had 

<been obtP..incd inclic:\ting the va 9th Division would begin Il mf)DSOOn offensiv~ in 
Bli'lH LOi:JG Provinco by .':1. tt".cldng e.nd dost,roying A.RVN Forces p.nd the U) Special 
Forces C:".\.T[I.ps in t.llc Lt)C ?INII (XU'7,309) 01"' AN LOO (X'1'75S8) areas. The enemy '''as 
believed ·~o h::.vo tho o:-,pr'.bilityof amp'Loying four lMin force regiments supported 
bj' four hel".vy \oTeE'.pons b~tte1ions in cadi tion to emplo)'1#ent of' smaller main or 
local force units. The VC '-lore boli0vod to be c.::lp.1.ble of roinforcing within M 

. hours by t\-10 JlI:J.in forco regiments :.."'.nG.. one hoavy "Tcnpons battalion. It w~.s also 
believed that tha va "lould support their capabilities with crlienaive road blooks 
end mining along Hwy 13 in the v:i.cini ty of AN tOO and L(.'C NH!JI anel extensive mor­
t.'lr ::tt'~",cks on tho o.i~diolds at fH LOO Ilnd LOC lillN!·I. 

, b. Souroo of !ntellitsonoo Roceived Prior to the Oporn.t:l.on: Hea.dqUilrters 
. 1st !nf'~.ntry Division was tho pr1m:.try· source of: prio:":' intoll1gcnco infol"llll'l.tion. 
Dotailod inform.'1tion w~snot Given r.1W:'! to Ordnonco of' tho VC throll.t. A groat 
deal of. low-laval intelligonce inf.'oJ:'l!lp.ti·:>n wr.tS r<')co~.v3d from Special Forces 
Cat:Jlps at Air V)C Loe iT!i:"lH, and. SOl!G m~, and Illso from. A.R~! tluthoritios in tho 
some loo'"'.tions.' H\!)ndqu~..rtors, 1st Inf'~~ntry DiviSion estimated accounts of va capa­
bilities ~nd probnblocourses of action provod to bo quito accurate as tho sit~ 
tion developed. 

o. 8i tUD.tion .lul'ticip~.tcd in the 663oot:tvo !rot'.: US Foroes \TOrO doploy.ed 
prfm~rily in a dcfensiv3 posture, prcpnrcd to reRot nnd exploit va oon~cts. As 
a rulo tho va do notcon(~.uct m... .... jor gro'lUld assc.ul ts ngdnst 'US hold areas. Tho 
rQllson for ~1is is th~t tho US defensive positions oover a lnrgo area, they are 
not fbced, they cr.n bo rapidly re:l.nforced and thoy usuaally ~.ro \1011 po.trollod. 
It W'.S f.)l t the VC would prob:~.bJ.y e!l\plcy Ilrnbush tochmq1.lcs r-.gtlinst sm.!'.ll US 
force elomonts, mortr-l.r att::toks on instnU:-.t:tons, c.DC' if' VC forces could bofixed 
t..lley toToulc1. fight. 

d. Si tl'~.tion Encountoroo. DUr~.l'.I.g t110 Opo!'~·.tion: Thero '"ere two major 
eng?.go::\1.~nts by' 3d Br:i.gry.do Task Foroo units, one on C June by A Troop 1st Squadron 
4th aew~17and ono by 20. )J~.tt/l.1ion 28th Inf~.ntr:r on 11 Juno 1966. . 

On /~ J'lUlO 1966 VC f'o;:oos fired JlpP!"Jxi.m'ltely 25-35 mortar rounds on 
, ,d Drig<.-.do Tnsk Force .... nc1 l/9th Inf:"'.ntry ARVN pos;. tiona aro'lUld LOO NINH Airfield. 
At tho SIl!IlO time £I.n estim.:tted 2 'TO squ...,.ds suocessfully infiltr,'\tcd tllc tot'Tn of 
Loo lfl::"{ ~nd. ass,'!'ssin;o.tcd the polic3 chief. At I;l.ppro:xim::.toly 0545 hout's 5 July 
1966 VC foroos att,'\chod f.'. Populnr Forcas pl . ."toon vic n17421.32 and at SfI.m.O time 
the hamlot ohiof of hruolot vic XU74115S was t".ss~ssint:',ted. Du:r.'ing this sam.o time 
pc:t;.od ground. troops p~trolling arOt.1nri the' LOO nn:r:::I Ill"O~ founc1 indic;:,.tioM of i7C 
fort1fio.1.tions with ovorhcarl cover ..... nf!. further 0xc:w·:c.tion of oxisting draiMge 
tronohsystoms throughout Jvhc LIJO lUN"i1 RubberPlrmt'=l.tion. The va terror o~pa.ign 
dircoted:~g3inst loyt'l.l miL·! lenders :".ncl. the existenoo of rocontly constructed 

. fortifio".tions confirmod tho VC intenti')ns of oonduoting 0. m..~jor O'-ll1pnign in the' 
Loo rJlm:i I?:.rol?:.. 

4 
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ll,'i;7)[j",,'t[i3-C ' " 20 Augus t 1966 
0~C3JEOT: Combat Operations After Action Report (NACV/RCS/J~/32) , 

Ons ;fune 1966 at approximnte1y 1440 hours A Troop 1/4 Cavtt.ll.7 wh:t1e 
{~':-·(l'?'C::. hg :niJ:f,;:ll along Higbray 13 rode cor,;. ~o. ~t 'l;r.i th what was ini tinlly roport,od to 
hi. 100 "'\~ '1J'icinit;;;' XT7&'74" Thc VC dotonated Q, mine to halt the lead vehicle or 
.:ho cimvoy o.1:d thOll em.?loycc. recoilless wea.pons and mortnr fire along the convoy .. 

o':"":."lO;> ,;,f :f.:nfD.l'ltry asso.t~l ted the vehiclos and personnol from both sides or tho road 
. ,':>~1i":;:l.ng '1:;110 't:l:'o.di tiono.l Viot Cong ambush techniquo of a brief, violent tlttack 
','2,:~h :mo.z'lI!l.tw, f'J.rop01JcJ:* 'rho VC 'Jorc, however, soumly defoated bY' cl030 tactical 
v.i,;' support n.l.l'i rotrurn fire by tho pers onnel of A Troop 1/4 Ca.va1ry~ and. they . 
\{'c:,o later drIven frc·ra the bllttlcfic1d by tho 2/1S Infantry.. va forcos 'Vero lawr 
id.O:ltifiod as olol!lcnts of' tho VO Z'12 Rcgl,llOnt. They lost 105 ldllcd by 'body count 
:b').cluding tho buttalion cor.:no.ridor· of the 1st Battalion, and llll cstimo.tcd 200 J..;::l.llod 
'!.<hose bodios m)TO not countcde . 

At 0"1'30 h:cs 11 June 1966 two platoons of' A Company 2/2S InrW1tr.~r a.nd 
1'.1. platoon of' C11JG soldiers from tho LaC MINH Spocial Forces Ct\tlp !!lado contact ,dth 
::::;, cstir.:.r:~·,.;;d fc:{'cc of 50..·60 VC vic Xtl710l00. Contact was mnintained throughout 
'Ghe day 'with final cont.net being broken at nppro:x:ll!lntoly 1730 hours.. As tho situs.­
'(.:i.oll developed during ~,ho day C CoopaDY' wa.s sent to reinforce A Conpany. Both 
coopanios soon becD.Do engaged ldth at least two cmpany size units, one by A 
COl:lpllny ,~1c XUl75096 o.nd one by C Conpany vic XI1722112. . Throughout tho engage-

. flent the va seonod well orgnnizod, woll trained and responded well to tactics 
or fire and mneuvcr. At onc point during the battle tho va very offectively 
used fire und IlO.neuver to inflict heavy casualties on the roconn.-nssance platoon 
\7.'~hen 'chey o/Gtenpted "to assnu1:, tho va positions vic XU'722122e The reconnaiesanoe 
pJ.O:tooll tl.t'iien:?~:;cd t.o flank the va pcsi·~i.'-'j,lS by noving frcowost to east across 
W.l1 1'7'1 f) 'rile va .. evidently realizing the s1 tuntion,set up Q base of fire fl~otl. 
t:hs e~,st side of Hill 177 and rumcuvered an elenent around the back slope of the 
115:.11.,· Ji.ttacldng fran the n()l~th, the va enga.ged the reoonnaissance platoon in a. 
crairu:.ge ditch and placed a hea.vy volma of fir~ down the ditch inflicting heavy 
casualties on 1~e platoon. va forces in this area were ovor-run and scattered 
1:;.7 1i~O of arJ'Gillery supporting fires and an a.sse.ul t by C Conpan;y It A OOK1pany re-" 
inforced by B Conpany cenducted an assault against retUdning va torces vic XU'71~:' 
096 ct'l.'l.ming theo to breok contact and nove, south.. They later split c.ov.i.ng south-
,· .. est and sout..l).east to escape CIDG blocldng forces •. ' va torces were identified as 
~e 7m battal,ionll 'Z73 Regi.":lent" They lost 9S ldlled by body count. 

-/- .\. 

'l"hroughout the rcooindor of thn operation no nw.3or contacts vere'mde 
b:r ~c1 Brigade Task Force eleoenta although a>ther Division elenentsmde s1gnifi ... "iJ, 
oant contacts tlith the 27l and Z72 Reginents. From captured prisoners, it was 
learned that 9c.h VO Division had boen reinforced by North ViotllDllese 1nf11 traters. 

. e. 'I'errc:dnFeatures, Obsta.cles and \~eather: Terrain in BINH LONG Pro-:> 
o:;:'~,~."ce star'G.i.ng fron tho southorn bordor and working north tor about f'it'teen k11"­
notaI';:! una f'lo.t tdth sandy soil.. The land than bectinG hilly with the bills 00-
'!:t;3Ji:(lg' lnrger to,.,arus tho north" Thore wera two nountains in the provincG, the G IO 
~:,o'lJ!ll';'ain just south of the QUAN LOI Rubber Plantation and the DONG LONG Mountains 
11L?ee kilocetero west of LOe Nn~. Vegetation consisted prioarily of r4in forest 
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junglemept f')r the nOrthvost.crn conor wh.i..ch has thin torested areas o.nd 1ar~o 
rubber p1nntation areas al~~ fH ;;;n~,:~y ~.~ iT! '~1e AIr tOO ~d LOO NINH areas. The 
two principal rivors in thv pI'o'lT:lnd~, 8",1"""" :.JoS the wcstern (SAIGON RIVER) and eas·~l--n· 
(SONG BE RIVER) bvund.":\rics fo-:..~ t'hu p:.'c'v.: ".~: :\0 

Woather c:urlng 'C:'1o pu.r..'.;":l '~.;.\I:I c':VCtrncterized by tho !!laMOOn season 
with eo.r1y narning low ceilings mla. poc)',:- v"'lsibili ty. Late nOming r aDi early 
a.fternoon ceilings 'toToro 1500 to 2000 ;' ~.:;t ""itl1,n,oC'~erateto heavY rains in the 
late afternoon and (w'en..t..ne;s. 1.11 D.ii·.J~·'bile oporo.tions were restricted to period.s . 
of favora.b1e weather cendi tions. . . 

9. £g§[tO]) Thoro was no f.:-::-'. ,:11 written o1'c10r. initiating Operation EL 
PABOn. The 3d Brig:'l.'1..o J:'';ooivou. ':\ v':;rbal FI1AGOr..nER on 2 June 1966 to dispatch 

, 1 infa.~try lntt.'1.ll.,n t, Loo trrlIH''':l 2 ,J~u to assist tho defense of the Loo n:nm 
. area and to establish anrigac10 ~i:i{J CP at HAI~ QULi..N. Subsequentmssions were . 
received during the cporation 0=.:1 as the si tUlltion change. 

.10. CONCEP~.Ql OPERATION§.: 
. .. 

. The initial concept ·./f opoJro.tiona we to provide. security. to tho LOO ., 
NnlH airfield with one infantry battaJ.ion. SubsEJquontly other units were. comit... . 
ted. to the area thus increasing '(,h .. s\.-<Ju,:L'i·cy masion to include the HAJJ QUAI~ ar.e!!' ... 

. With the adc1i tion of nore forces the 3d .Briga.de concept was to provide securi'!;;r . 
to the a.ssigned areas nnd tv conduct opo~a.tions 'Wi thin the area of operations ir, 
~n attenpt to locnte nnel r""~';~':"~:;' v: J.'. '.='" ' 

11. EXECUTIor~: 

The '.3d Brigade Task Forceinit1ntud Operation EL PASO II at 02l430Ju'no 
. 1966 vith the novene.nt .of the· 2/28 Info.ntry b;y fixed wing tdrcrnft· froa LA! ·KE~ 

to LOO llJINH. Upon arr:t-ro.1 at LOO NINa the 2/'iS Infant%7 began prepo.ring defensi~"C 
.pos! tionsarouncl the LuC N".L~IH aiT'f'101d in conjunction with 9th ARVN Regiment' 

Forces 'and the ClOG ;f'oroes. A 3(1 Briga.·.~J T,:~,C CP was move to HANQWT and begc:o.j,~· 
opC\lrnting on 2 June 19S6. D TroC"p l/l~ C.~V,3.l1"1 vas ·novetl to LOO NINH and placed 

. under OPCON of the ';1-1 Brigo.de. The ~i~'J l~rti11er;y (-) w8,snovod to LOO NINIi to 
suppor.t 2/28 Infantr;io . . , . .. .. . 

.. '. ,On .3 June t~e 2/~ In.f.'antrr continued to iDprove defensive postttOl'lS 
around .LOO ~TD!H cdr:f"le1d and conduotloca1 patrolling, Negative contact WilS ... 
reported. D Troop i/4 Ca:ro.J.ry conduot()d vis',~,'l1 reconnaissance arOund the LOO 
NINH area. At 031J.45 hrs June tho e.rnod helicopters of D Troop 1/4Cavalr;y , 
located 11 fortifiGd village vic XU618004 and destroyed 2 btdldings ond dat:1tlged 
3 more. D Troop 1/4 Cavn1ry inserted 2 delta teaL~ into an area southwest of 
LOO NIN"d nlong tho border o.t 031915 J1l.J."le 1966. 

On 4 June the 2/28 Infantry continued. to defend the LOC NINH area and 
conduct 10ca.l PCl't.!''''''.H,..''' ~,!'. ('..,~~u.~,..+,~.t)n with I~VN forces. No contact vas rep::.;:.>"; , 
edt The two LRRP teSIls fraIl D Troop J.' I: ~":ir.'llr.f cvlltinued to opera to along the· . 
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Cal':lboclinn border and at 1530 hrs one tCn;:l spotted 34 VC car-.cying individual wea... 
pons tone 81.Tln norto.T c.ne, one 30 Clll nachi,n(;:~lUl vic XU592939. The VC were moving 
fZ'01:J. Nort..l'1eo.st to Southwest. At 2220 hr·s 8 in:-oning 8J.rr. mortar rounds coning 
f~on. vic '/:-:J775086 Iandeel a.rounc1 -tho LOC ~jnII airstr.Lp hitting and rlo.r.w.ging :3 Lar 
.-:od 4 lm:lD £:::-01:1 D Troop I/L:_ Cnvo.1ry. At ;-,;.18 sane tino A CoupD.ny 2/-;;3 Infant1'7 
:u:tt"-'ol spotted approxi..mtely 150 personnel. vic j~U'727088. Additional incoming 
dOl't,ar rounds cone into tho .~rGa nn~'_ ~-~':. ~:/:..(; s:)U'l:ihcrJl e:J.ge of the LOC NINH 
nix-strip hitting tho l~nVl: CI:lr:lp. Also, '.ne va o.:r.1.bushed the LOC NINH police sta.... 
-(;:).on Hounding tho :)olioG c...lUef and ano-i:her policeron. At 2230 hrs A Company 
2/2E Infantry and the Special Forces c.:!1lp reporteel nore incOI":dng mortar rounds" 
Al"T.led helicopters fron D Troop 1/4 Cc,valry blocked out 3 mortar positions vic 
XU718080, YJr117CJ76, and XU'717070.. l':.cain at 2245 hI'S !!lOre inCOming I!1orto.r rounds 
hi t -;;.11.13 ARVH Cn.T1P and the village of LOC NINH. A Comp::my 2/213 Infantry pa. trol 
::,cturnec1 and :cl.ormr fire Has plac0d on XU727088. 11.11 enomy mortar fire ceased 
by 2300 hourse Airstrikes were cnllcd into the areas to ~~e south and west of 

. LOG NINH. The ve mortar attack resulted in the folJ.otnng casualties: 2/2E Infan... 
t~:-y - 2 KIA; 2/33 Artillery ~ 1 WIA; D Troop l/L~ Gavnlry - 4 WIA.; 2/9 ARVN 
Rcgment - 181m; eIDG - 5 WlA and 1 civilian ld.lJ.ed and 3 civilians wounded. 
3 LOll and 4 UHlD from. D Troop 1/4 Cavalry "rere o.o.m.c.eed. 

On 5 June the 2/28I~fantry e1ispntched patrols to investigate the areas 
where suspected VC mortar positions were locat~d. 11. patrol from A Company 2/28 
Infantry found a well dug in mortar position al~ng with 20 rounds of 8lmm cannis­
tel', 15 rounds of 8lmm mortar and numer· us foxholes vic XTJ725087.. The m0Ttar 
fire from 2/28 Infantry the night of 4 .TUllO bad covore(~ the area well Q,S evidenced 
by shattered trees in the area. The 2/Z3 Infllntry continued to improve their 
defensive pOSitions around the LOC NINH airfield. D Troop 1/4 Cavalry was seriuus. 
ly horn.perec1 by the mortar c.ttack on 4 June which h.o.d do.l!Itlgad their aircraft. At 
1230 hours LRRP #1 made contact with 6 VC vic XT603924. As the team was extract.. 
ad t."'ley received fire 3llc1 the door-gunner ldllecl 2 ve. Tho extraotion helicopter 
was slightly damnged by the fire. 

On 6 June the 2/2S Infantry continued to improve defensive positions 
around the LOe NINH ai!'fia1d and conduct local patrolling in conj.unction with ARVN 
Forces •. D Troop 1/4 C.'walry ~onductod inspections on their aircraft. At 1250 brs 
"Ghe. 1/16 Infantry' was moved by fixed wing aircraft from. LAIKHE to LOO NINH clos­
ing at 1615 hot1l's. The 1/16 Infnntry then conducted 0. oombat assault into an tz 
southeast of LaC NIllli vic XU7603 and established a base area vic XU771043. C 
Ba.ttery 2/13 Artillery was moved by CI-I47 and 9123 aircraft into the tOO NINH a1,.,.. 
field and then to tho 1/16 Infantry base area. Tho 3d Brigado CPdisplaced from 
ID.N QUAN and LAI KHE to LOe NINH. There was ne{$l:'.ti va enemy contact during the 
()..·:7. 

on? June the 2/~ Infantry continued to provide seourity to the LOO 
NIN';r airfield and conduct local putrolline in conjunctio1:l'with ARVN .Forces resul'l;. 
i!l..g in negative oontact. The 1/16 Infantry continued to :improve their defensi VEt 

. positions and COnd'Llct 1 company S&D operation and 2 platoon size S&D operations. 
l~ Company 1/16 Il'I.£o.ntry conduoted an S&D oporc. ti on in the village at Xm70060 and 
in the village at XU770005 where they picked up 5 VCS. Villagers stated that 
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around the 1st of June, 20-'30 VO dressed in 7o.riOUS unifol"l1ll~ and armod with Cll~ bines wore scen north ,of the Villago tlovins ;:;nst ~\iU wi"ls"liq D T,:,oop 1/4 Cavalry conctucteu. Visual reconntlisso.nce around the..' a!'oa of operations a~ld spo+'h"d now fortificc.tions around the village vic X'U7913~ Tho 3d Br1.gudo C)' :i.~uIllili:ao<l o:c :t,OO NI1'H. ' 

At 0007'30 June 1966 A Troop 1/4 Oa"o.lry deparJ,jl3d PHU LO! onrml-C;" to AN LOC. ' T'ney stopped at LA! 'KHE, r'ei'ueled, picl;:ad up a platoon from D OomI';;;;'~:Y 1st E:i.'lgr and depcrtod at 1215 hours. At 14J.5 hours tho lead vehicle hit a m:!.lli': vic XT765-745 which stopped the oolUIr.L!1.. Inr.lec1:lQ,tely the C01UI!Ul WU"i taken undoj~ f'.l.re by intense recoiless rifJ.c Ilnd mortar fire. The colmn r\3turnod tho fir J and call­ed for close air support. The 3d p.'Latoon was lunCling at, the time and th';) second platoon pushed through them in orclor to place mlJ.rlrn.um fil'c on tho 0:t.Jm~·. The mn.1n attack of the VO was placed along :3 kilometers of road o.:1.d all pl'lt,C'o~s were fully engaged. It was reported that 0. tnnlt e.nd 0.;) .l\.PCtvore r!~1.t C'Lf from Jlihe main body. The FAC irnncdiatuly contactGd th:is <Jkt":':'rt and broti.(,·ti i:.1 c'lose airstrlkes as the VO made o.tteIl!'Pts to overr'ln 't.l-J..;·i.r PI.:'i:':i?,tOl1. Tho t~~.:d;:::. It.ovecl into a periI:Jeter in order to cvncua ~e the wounde~J.. Ti:"J.\.l FLO J~uport.:;a 1~'n':' :~h.i) VO had ce.ptmoed 1 MO anCl. driven int,·, the jtL'lgle 'l>rith t:":tJ ~ . ..\B".i:8 on. .Ii:i:'.!v,',:,,' t.d~1 f.i.ghting had Subsided the trail party of A Troop 1/ 4 Ca'JJ.h·~" .: '.5 dJ.l1e:;J '11' i'l.'f"'.!l C:;;;0iJ THAN to retrnive the disabled vehicle. . The lead v;:;j"~ 'il,:·~,,~ '!:~(.1 t:':':::~ ',!. l)"~.':':~T >:1.(j Il mine antl the trllil party coone undGr mortrl.r and reco~."j,11;1si3 :rj"f]. I:; fir<:;;~ 0:).; ·t:t)'1').i,.; 'book 17..to direct hits from a mortar throwing the vehl.'~lu C'.l:!.l;:":'lll~:i.· f::.'on t:ho 'vc;lr1.~le. "lith tho aid of close air support tho t:r11.i.l pllrt:r ',;.~I.·~ (.11-,).) ·ho c,');.lii:L:':Jr..on and effect link-up With tho z:lD.in boc~J. 1'I:lw 2/..i..d :i·.m<l:: .. :"~:-J .; .'".c. ... ,'~ ·(,0 '.;:b. .... u0r'i:;h and 51-rept south joining A TroOp 1/4 Cavalry in their H.ON 1JJclit:~_o~. v:i.c XI'?667/;S. . 

'On 9 June the 2/18 Infantry o.~c1 A Troop 1/4 Oaval:ry C·11),'G:i.:i.l11~d to polica the aree of the Battle on 8 June 1966. Upon complt)t.i.on, .A Tro? 1/4 Oavalry and 1 ccm.pany 2/18 Infantry mov-ed by road to the Hl'1.N QU.l\,N Airfi,~,:Ld .anc1 tho 2/18 Infan­try (-) "TaS lifted by o.:Lr to the same 10t:<'.ti.o:",.~ ~k,..e i.:l:~:' bOb~;~ to P:'~C'l:)(lre de­fensive positions. A and B Oom.pan.i.es 1/16 Info.nt.ry remo.i"'.cd at. HftN C).O:lU~ during tho day as REF underOPOON of 2/18 Infantry, A·c 1829 hou':'s A and 3 CL1'np;::mios 1/16 Infantry re'l:iurne1 to the 1/16 Infa..Tltry bMO area vIc XU'i''1jJ)t'r.~':~ 'I'l:.u 2/2.S Infantry continued tc provide sucuri ty to tho LOC NINH 00:')0. and. GonduI.'/G0d local patrolling with negnt5.ve ccnto.ct. The 2/2 I:1f.'J.nt.:.:y renain\~ct in r.t b:lo~ldng posi_ tion vic XU673740 d.urinG; the do.y anrl at 1520 hOUl'S came Ulldor OPGC] \,;'";:r:' ·~he 1st B.rigade. 0 Battery 2/33 Ar'cillory complcted thoir move· t,) MINH Tl~i.Ha J:.os:lng at 1025 hours and came uno.Gr control of 2/13 Art:1.1lvX';Y" at 1900 hourG.. A D .. ,·ttory 2/33 Artillery was located at LOO NINH, C Battury 2/13 Artillery'locatoc' vic XD"771043 and 0 Bo.t+.;ory 1/7 Artillery at HAN QUAN,. The Bl"'lgade CP rCInrl.i::lod at LOe NINH. 

On 10 June the 1/16 Infantry conducted local S&D op:-Jrat1ens 1:1. their TAOR wi"lih negative cOlltact. The 2/18 Il'l.fantry cont:i.nlled to ~.mprO've defensive pos1 tic:m.& around the HON QUAN airfield e.nd oonduct local pnGl'('IJJ.L4$ vIc HON Qt'l.iNo A Troop 1/4 Cavalry remnir..od attached to 2/18 Infantry r.md comlucted 00.:;:'0 anc1 lD,.'J.:i.nccnance . of equipment at HON QUA,1<l. 0 Oompany 2/28' Infant:;:-y cond1.::.ct,ea a co.nba 1; P . .3~·'''J. t into an LZ vic XU715l8l at 1500 hrs and S0al'~L: 1 the villl'l.;;.: v:>, \O'/lZ1.7::i with 

" ! . 

, , ., 

~egativc results. 0 OODi"!-l3.l1Y 2/28 Infantry was 0::::t .. :'1~~-·' :£'I'-Jm t~is sam" ).JZ 8t . i 
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17()5 hourso A iUld B Compnnies 2/'43 Infantry conducted local patrolling Vic LOC 
·NINH and proV'lded security to the LOC NINH airfield. The Brigade OF remained at 
: .• 00 NIlr:d;> 

On ~1 June 1966 the Battlc of LaC NrNH Rubber Plantation occurred in­
·Y(Jl~i{.i.ng 0. lm.·ge VC force nnd tb,e 3d Brig~.de. The battle WD.S conducted under the 
ClliJ.opy of ';:'1;.0 gently rolling LaC h'INH RUbber Plantation two kilometers west and 
:noz,th"Ylcst oi 1,,00 NINH (111J7 3'70971" Vegetu ti on under the 60 foot ,rubber trees 'Was 
r;.egligible(J Uonther for the operntion was fair 'With the exception of heavy 
ground fog in "rilio early morning.. The fog delayed the heliborne portion of the 
operation frc.m 0600 hI'S until 0815 hI'S when the ground fog dissipated sui'f'icient... 
ly to allot. the H1llD hclicOpters to mketheir lift of one ClDG platoon and one 
platoon from A Company 2/28 Infantry into the LZ vic XU702ll2. . 

. The ground blocking elements, two platoons from A Oompany' 2/'JJ3Int'antry', 
departed t.h.e LOC NINH area at 0715 hI'S along ROUTE RED and ROUTE BLUE, respective-
1yo At 0735 hours these elements reported receiving SA fire from approxlmatel:r 
one platoon of VC vic XU7i5093. A CQmpan:rts Slmm mortars were fired into the 
area. ,:rit...~ u.11known results. In the same vicinity, at 0010 hours, the blocking 
elements had three wou.nded by SA fire from the VC positions at the top of Hill 
150. The 8lmm mort.ars from A Company were again called OIl the hilltop. ,FOllow~, 
ing the mor~Qlr barrage the two blocking platoons moved into positions to the 
south and east of the va locations on Hill 150 vic XU7l5095~ 

·Tho heliborno elements after their initial landing, headed south toward 
their original objective of the Village Number 10 complex, centered at,XU7l0l00. 
At 0049,ho1;O:'s the blocking . elements repor-ted roc1i:liAt;mq.chino~ firt:V'h'oin"i:t 
bUliker 'at XU"117095.'Upon'rcceivine'this 1nformati6nY.the·'6lD,~.A' Compa~ elements 
altered their mission and moved south to assist against what was now estimated to 
·be 'at/·leo.s':. one VC platooh'Emtre.nchecl"on::top of":,Hill:;150."'A ·CompanytsplatoOr.\.,: 
moved, to :t.he north· of 'che/VCposi t1dniy!ne': lXii·Wi th the',' two'; blockinCfforoes', oh~ 
the cast and south thus forz:ting 0. lLshaped ring open to the' northwest. The CmG 
platoon attemp~ed to penetrate the VC position from the nOl·thwest but was repuls­
ed by heavy SA and AW fire coming from the well entrenched eneny •. The CIDG 
elements ~~en dipplaced,'~;1ng in with A Company's bloGking elements on the 
C1IOUth~ S1l:J1l 2ll0!'W8 were immediately called in to .the north sealing off any VC 
route of \-11 <:>hd:ro.wa.lo . 

Due to the 1ntGns1ty of the fighting C Company Was alerted a.t 0910 hrs 
~1iO be prepared ~ move on foot to assist A Compan:r. At 0940 brsC Company was 
oro0!'ocl to l1t0'li"G in support of· the elements around Hill 150. B:r 10,30 hra A and . 
C Company hud l!l.to!::ed "'P, C Company moving o.rot~~:l toward XU71.309S. As C Company 
mO'"~"ed to ci'i'cr,;;t Ue in, lJ. Company indioated that VC were mOving to the ncrth­
E:na~~ towa:;:d Hill '177, vic ,n1721111. C Company was then ordered by the battalion 
C01!ilJ'1,'ll'K1.cr to 1'10';'e north to interoopt and attack the VC in that vicinity. 

Upon .v.pp~oaohing XU720104 C Company ran into intense' ground: fire from 
a~ lc .{3 C;~l3 va company firmly entrenched in bunkers with overhead cover in the 
vl~ t7 of Hill 'lin. Artillery ancI 4.2' inch mortar. fire was called on tho va 
pooi~ions and tothc north to prevent the VC from esoaping, At 1200 hra C Com­
PM:;- request.ed ~uni~ion resupply and fUrther assiste.noe to maneuver against 
'r.~~ enemy fc!'~eo' In less than fifteen minutes two heli'o0pter loads ,at emmuni­
~j.on 'ITere aixud::,oopped on C Company's front lines. The Reconntdssance Platoon 
H~.\[! !mGc?ja."cl~") tUspatched on foot from. Loe NINHwi th still additional ammuni-' 
t10n and a Ldoc:101'l of aiding the C Oompan:r att."clclr.,,,:" ""'9ments south of Hill 177. 

9 

----~------.--.-- --":':~---"""-' -~--

, . 



:. AVDBJm..<) . ('. (\ 20 August 1966 . '2,",..(. 
· SUBJEOT:Combat Oper~G1onS After Action Report (MACV/ROS/J3/32) . '. . Sf' .. . 

.. . .. The reccmna1ssance e1em"nt moved to A C~pa.nT s CP looation, vio 
·XU720092 and then . proceeded north to assist C Company, killing 3 VO snipers alq 
·.the way' •. At 1330 hrs recon p,nd C Company-linked up with recon being placed on 0 ' 
Company's . lett flank vic XU717104. In preparation for an assault, more artule17 
was fired on the VO positions around Hill 17'7. The attack cOlllIlenced at 1425 bra· 
with C Company on line east to west and the recon platoon pinching in on VC 
trenchv·ork £rem the west along a ridge1ine running north vic XU715113. 

.. . .... At this point the va concentrated their fire. on recon and C Compan)" . 
. ,·platoon on the left, hurling grenc.des and firing SA from the trees. . S1mul tanious-

1,., theVC began hitting the Recon Platoon's left flank with intensit1ed SA and· 
·AW fire. The recon in turn atte.!'lptec1.to fall back to prevent the VC enveloping 

movement. Whl,le in the process of c.cCO!:lp1ishing this maneuver tho va moved a 
machinegun into a trench occupied by the retlaining recon elements resul ti.ng in the 
Vb over-running the positions. C Compa.nyimr.edia ta1y countered with i teresene . 

· platoon, eliminating the va res1sto.nca, pushing the enemy off Hill 177 into :the 
arti11el"Y' volleys to the north and northwest, terminating this portion of the 
battle at around1l16J.5 Jun. 

Meanwhile, in the A Oanpnny area to the south, consecutive assaults 
. from the north ~ west failed to dislodge the VC from their entrenched poaitiODll, 
A OIDG. Company moving west on patrol was di:verted. into a blocking pod tion via 
Xl17oo090.A CompllI'lY'l s 8linm aortars continued to .pound tho va poei tiona, but to . 
no apparent avail. The battalion cOl:ltl.ander of 2/':£ Infantry' then decided to ocm.·· 
tnit Ms final reserve, B Oompany, at 1430 r.rs, at the sallle time moVing the OIDG. 
Company east to Xtn13090 into a nore c.dv~.n:t,-tgoous blocking and manouvering lo~ 
tion. . 

. . . When B Company linked up with A Company at 1500 brs the A OQnp81l7 
.olements were repositioned to allow· the artillery to fire a preparation all alo • 

. Hi1l150 prior to an assault. by B Compruiy. In the meantime the OIDG platoon 
attached to A. Company- and pod tioned via XU714093 retreated to tho south after 
. their interpreter had been killed by' theVC. thus creating a gap in .the A Comp8DJ" 
lines on the south. The Speoial Forces advisor then joinecl A Company until. . the . 

.. 'battle ended. . . 

.' . . . Following a sixteCll volley ll1'ti11el"Y' bombardment, B Compan,. assault-
.od. Bill 150 ~t 1630 brs oomplete1y over-running the va posi tiona.· The VC f'led to . 

. the sOuth and. ran into ~ heavy vol'Ullle of fire from the CIDG blocking force, casu,. 
.1ngthe. va to scatteraouthwost in cOl:lplete disorganisation.· . . 

After the finc.l assa.Ult, oonso1idations were made in thebatta:L1on '! 
. £Jane ctaction, cas~ ties were evaclUl ted, . ammuni tiQn resupply was effected and 

· the. batUefiold was polioed of va bodics and equipment with a thorOUgh seorch of· 
.. the entire area. The 2/22 Infc.ntl"Y' then moved on foot back to baso camp locations 
· around.th.e LOC.NINH oirstrip, finoJ. olelllonts closing at 112100 ·J'une 1966. 
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.~;.~f·i' On 12 June ,i966 the 1/16 Infantry and C Battery 2/13 Artillel')" moved 
.by road from their base area vic XU771043 t.o n new base area vic XU140060. C Cem.. 
pany 1/16 Inftmtry, wbich waS attached to 2./Z3 Infantry at Loo NINH, was released. 
a:l:; 0000 hrs and moved by foot to tho new batt.alion area. Th~ 2/~ Infantry con.. 
t·inv.::;d to pl"ov1do .sec'llr"lty"t.o the LCC l-TINH_airfield and conduct local patrolling 
·~,:ith negative contaot. At 0950 hrs .A Troop 1/4 Cavalry reinforced with a platoon 
:?:;:,c;.u C 2/IS Infantry and rccon platoon from 2/18 In:f'an~ry moved. to a blocking 
Eosition vic XT6S0913 where they closod at 1100 hra. At 100S hrs D Company 2118 
.I.n.t'.o..."try conc.ucted a combat assault into an LZ vic XT657913. ,B Company 2/18 Inf'an. 
''u:'Y' then secured' the village vic XT6791 and completed the search at 1338 hrs with . 
Mgative results" B Company 2/18 Infantry then noved on a S&D ~eration to a RON 
position vic XT&.30S92 where they closed at'1610 hra. A Troop 1/4 Cav then moved' 
'L~aek to the HON QUAN airfielcl where they olosed at 1535 hours. The Brigade CP ro. 
Deined at LOC NINH. 

On 13 June the 2/~ Infantry ccmtinued to provide seour! ty to the 
LCD NINHairfield and conducted local patrolling. A ral1ier from the va unit ' 
defcnted by the 2/2J3InfantrY on 11 June reported that his unit was vic XU68l2. . 
JI.J.s 0 an agent reportoo that the va were cva,cua. ting bodies from the area of the 
battle on 11 JtL~e~ ldrstrikes were called in these are~a. A Company ~2S Intan­
..... ry then dispatched a patrol to check the areas. Tha patrol found. welve 8lmm 
tlortnr rounds and trenches vic XT.nl9ll1 as well as severOJ. va bodiE)s from the 11 
June battle. Also 2 typewriters were found in a trench vic Xl1719112.. One Viet- . 
nemese body with no identification and his hands tied behind his back was fo:und 
vic X1172011l. Tho 1/16 Infantry conducted local S&D. operations, patrolling ac~v1-, 
~ies ancl continuod to improve defensive positions vic XU74Q063. B Oqmpany ~8 
Infantry moved !rem their RON position vic XT686894 at 09J5 hours to, search. the 
village vic n6887. The village was searched with, nega.ti ve res'Ul ts. At 1030 bra 
A Troop 1/4 Oavalry moved from HON QUAN and pickecl up D Oompany 2/18 Infant" and' 
transported :L t back to HON QUAN where :L t closed a.t 1216 hours,,· The Brigade CP . 
remained at LOO NINH.· . 

, On 14 June 1966 the 2/1S Infantry was d1\Tision reserve at HONQUAN 
and COomp~ 2/18 Infantry was on a. 30 minute alert. as RRF· for an ARVN Conv~. ' 
A Oompany 2/1S Inf'antrywa.s moved by air 1"rom. HON QUAN to QUAN LOI.a.1rf'1e1d (XT .. 
Sl5905) to seCUl-e that area tor the movement of the division TAO OP on 15 .rune •. ' .. 

. A Troop 1/4 Cavalry rellW.ined attached to 2/lS Infantry at HON QUAN •. The.1/l6. Int 
eonduoted S&D. operations to the east and southeast ot LOO NINH with negative re.-.· 
::.:;u).ts. The 2/215 Int'antry continued to provide security to the LOO NINH airfield 
and conducted local patrolllng with negative contact. The Brigade OP,remained at 
LOC NINHtJ . '. . 

. .' . .' . ' 
. . . . . 

On 15 June the 1/16 Infantry conducted. SIDopel."ations to the east and 
southeast of Loo' NINH with negative contact. The 2/la Inf'an11ry reJlll,\ined as divi­
sion reserve and provided security for the movement of the division T4C CP !!rom, 

'HON QUA.N to QUAN LOl. A Company 2/18 Infantry oontinued to seoure QUAN LOI. . Ii. 
i:,."oop 1/4 Cavalry and a reoon platoon from 2/lJJ Infantry'secured the road trom 
HOI-! QUAN to QUAN LOI.. B OcmPIlll1 2/).8 Infantry was moved 'by air tromHON QUAN to . 
QUAN LOI at 0000 hrs. C CanpN11 2/18 Infantry was moved by e.1rto QUAN LOl. The" 
~lZJ Infantry continued to ... ~ovide s""'\u:rity to the Loo NINH Airfield 1.%'''' nonduot-. . . .' . 
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· eel S&D operations ·north and. west of LOO J.l1Il\J'H \..r~.t~ nega.tive contact. The Dr.1-. gade CP re:moinee. at LOO l-.TINH. 

· On 16 J~e tho 1/16 Infantry o(l.~~tinued to oonduot &oD operat1. ons to · the ea.st and south of LOO NINH. At 141100 ;,'.i,.Ul A Company 1/16 Infantry reported . that· the villagers at xtn69030 hlld sc:Jen 20 VC to their south. The VO were repcrt­adly moving south. The 1/16 Infantry ha.d :n.~gutive contact throughout the day • . The2/IB Infantry continuod to provic.e s":Quri ty for the division TAO OP and im­proved defensive posi ti ons arot1nd tho QUi .. N LOI airfield. A Troop 1.14 Oav remained . attachod to 2/13 Infantry nt HON QTJ11.N~ 'J~he 2/2C Inf'cntry cbntinuoo. to provide se­. cunty to the LOC NIN!I a.irfi01cl and cOY) . ..:.lucted a company S&D operation to the west of LOG NINH to vic Xli7011 Ilncl return\.lc~ with nogati va contact. Tho Drigade OP remained nt LOC NINH. 

. . On 17 June the 1/16 Infantry in conjunction with a OIDG Oompony con- . ducted a cordon and sea.rch of a village vic I117204. B Company 1/16 Infantry tlovOd ~o 0. bl~cking position north of the village prior to 1st light and the OIDG cam­pany moved up from the south prior to first light. The east-west rond through the village wns observed in order to capture Ilny VC attempting to leave. At 0600 hra the OIDGoompllllY' searohed the village with neg6. ti va resuJ. ts. Upon link-Up of the CIDer Company and D Oompany 1/16 Infantry at r:J745 bre D Company 1/16 Infantry re­turned to their base area. The 2/10 Infantry cf.mtinuoc1 ho scc.Ure thG eli Vision TAC CP and conduct patrolling Vic QUA}l LOI. A Tro~p 1/4 Cavalry remained attaCh_ ed t02/1fJ Infnntry at HON QUAN. Th~ 2/2fJ Infnntry con~.nuCld to p .. 'ovic1e securit7 to the LOO NINH airfield and C()n.d1.lCt'3~.'. ::\. c .:~:~::>.l'ly ~CD CJ.::c::.' ... .'.::i.(,J.l .~.~~ ·L:~:; rwrliheast et LOO NINH. A Compc.ny 2/28 Infc.ntry cliscovored some newly construotod bunkers vic XLnZ71110 A Oompnny i/2JJ Infuntry continy.edto seD northor.st to XU77014fJ then novad west and south back to-;·rard LOC NINE. A.tl443 brs A ComP:'l.ny 2/213 Infantry' made contact with 7 VC vic XU740130. 2 va were hit. One of tho wounded va os-:. capcd and the. other vroundec: VO was capturec.l with an M2 carbin3. A Compo.r.ry 2/'))3 ., Infantry then moved into the village o.t XU4713 and picked "'lp 2 vaS. A Company . 2/'li3 Infantry closed back· into LOO NINE at 1329 hours. The Drigada CP remained at .Loo NINH~ 

On IS June 1966 A Troop 1/4 Cavo.J.:ry clepartec1 HON QUAN for PHU LOI and oome undor OPCON of 1/4 Cavalry. 1/4 Cavalry (-) moved from PHU'LOI to RON QUAN and Upon arrival at 1615 hrs oome unc1er OPCON 3D Brigade. The 2/W Infantry . continued· to provide sec-uri ty to the Division 'TAC CP and conductoo. locoJ.. patrol­ling around QUAN LOI. At 1530 bra a PopuJ.1lr Forces unit (vio XTe32B94) mdde 00:0-tact with a va foroe a\'ld C 2/10 Infa.ntry dispatc!led Il patrol to assist. The . . patrol reoeived about 30 rounds of o('.rbine fire vic lTa32094 resulting in 1 WIA.· 3 PF were also wounr.ler'.4 A searoh for the va was conducted wi th negative results. The 2/28 Infantry oontinued to provid.e soouri ty to the LOO NINH airfield and con- . duoted a oorn.pany size nirmobile assauJ. t vio XU6SB060. C Company 2/~ Infantry conducted n passage of lines through ARVN and closed baok into LOO NImI with negative results at 1615 hrs, The 1/16 Infantry conductecl a oompany size S&D operation to the southeast of LOO NlmIo At 0950 brs C Company 1/16 Infantry found 26 two-man foxhOles vic IU747077 whioh had been used in the past 2 or 3 days. C COI!l.Pa.llY' 1/16 Info,ntry oontinued to S&D south to xtn45996 then west to 
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vic X1r!28995 where no reinforced squad stay-behind force was dropped off. C Com­
:pnny 1/16 Infa.l1try (-) then moved to n RON position vic XU72.9014. At 1350 hrs . 
'1;ho stay-behind patrol spotted 2. VC squads moving o.long troil vic XU72.9995 and 
t.ook ·c.hem under fire hitting 3 VC. The VC fled with ho11' of them fleeing east 
2.nc1 rtbol":.t half fleeing '.J'estQ 2. va fled south. They carried their wounded with 
i".1:1GX1.. C COI!l;pe.ny 1/16 Infantry' (-) moved down to assist the stay-behind patrol. 
C GOi!1pany 1/16 Infantry swept through the area and attempted '1;0 resain contact . 
1,i:liih tho VO but contMt wns lost" 0 Company 1/16 Infantry t."len returned to their 
RON pos~.tion vic XU7260l5. A platoon size ambush pntrol returned to XU7~995 at 

. 1755 hrs. At 1955 brs this patrol fired on :3 va vic XT72G995.. One was wearing 
a blUe and red neckerchief. The VC fled. The Drigacl0 CP remained at LOO NINHII 

On 19 June C Company 1/16 Infantry searched the aroo. vic XT72S995whero. 
the stay-behind patrol hnd made contact the night before. The search revealed 
uhere a body had obviously been laying throughout the night, a VO hut, VC sandals, 
.pools of blood and evidence that a body had been dragged away. ~t OCOO hrs C Cam-
pany 1/16 Infantr-! reported that civilians stated that this ~rea vic XU725014 is 
used by the va a.s a tax collection point. :'0 Gompany 1/16 Infantry S&D from their 
RC1 position northeast back into the bat-hlion base closing at ll55 bra with no 

. further contact. The 2/18 I.'l1i'sntry continued to prov.tde security to the division . 
TAG OF and conduct local patrolling vic QUAN LOI •. The 2/28 Infantry oontinued to 
provide secur:i:t.y to tho JlJX NJNH airfield and oonduct local patrolling. At 1730 
hrs B Oompany 2/28 Infantry moved to a RON position vic XU7,30125 in onler to be in 
pos:tion for too village cordon ond search on 20 June. Also 1 CIDG Compmy departed 
10C NINH at 1700 hours for D. RON position vio XU7631.30 in oroer to be in position 
for tho village operation on 20 Juno. The Brigade OP :remained vic IDe Nnm. Too 

1/4 Oav (-) conduc'Ccd route reconnaisS<lIlce to the north and east of HONQUAN. At 
0955 brs B TI'oop 1/4 Cnvo.1r-.r received AW fixe rr~ m43958 and XT746965. Fire wns 
returned with nnknovlIl results. 1/4 Ca.vn.1ry (_) ·~Ilm.ined a.t HON QUAN. .' 

On 20 June the 2/28 Infontry and 1 CIDG Compo.ny conducted a. cordon 
and search of the. villa.gc vlc XU7413. B Compnny 2/28 Infantry sUrrounded the 

southem hill of the village by 0620 hrs and the OIDG Company surrounded the. 
nOrthern ho.1t by 0800 brs. 1 pJ..D.toon from A Company 2/28 Infantry moved up Hwy­
J3 c.t 0600 brs and 'began to soarch the village at 0800 brs. Psy/Ops a.nd }'£DCAl' 

'W-ore used in the villc.ge e All villagers were searched ruld questioned, The VC 
who had been ca.pturod on 18 June nonr the village ll,tld four other CInG men ~ th 

masks on vera used to id~ntify WSo A total ot '34 VCS ~re taken to LOC NINH. 
The operation end-oel at l400 };lrsnnd all elements of 2/28 Infantry closed back. into 
LOO UlliH at 1605 hrs o The 2/18 rnftUltlY'tdth two companies and the 1/4 CavaJ.ry (_) 
conducted on operotion northwest of BON QUAN 1n conj\ll'lotion with BINH LONG Provinoe' 
forces. A-~ (J"F". hrs o Troop 1/4 CaV'tll!Y tllld two RF COI:1ponies moved from HON QUAN 
to blocking positi.on ~D along Hwy 13 ~m2S966 to rr737940). One RF Canpany and . 
one AIfJN cavalry ·~l'OOp %lowd to blosk1ng position l$LIOW (mlo:)28 to X'I'73292S)(/ 
A and B OOInpanies 2/18 Infontrymountad on »oa" ot 13 Troop 1/4 Cavall"1 moved from : 
HON QUAN to a. drop..-off point via xr69892So A fI.nd 13 Companies 2/lS Info.ntljl" then . 
moved on foot to [:;et into. position to s\;cep eo,st with A mompany on the north .o.nc1 
13 Gonpany on the south. .\t· mr):-:':'Jc '2/';J!j 111i' { .. ) ~n:! C ~~try 1/'7' A.rty· ···!t.'Vod to !JON 

QUAN. B 1/4 Co.'V' b::. ockad on thc scutht,"Ost of the' RF 
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:r~rce vi~ XT7092~ At 0920 hrs the RF forces' reporfo..ed findinc; Ejvidence tl1at 0. va 
platoon hod~en iri the, viooi' m:37953 but h1'.d depc.rtedv. At 1530 hrs B OOI;tpOl'lY' 

,', 2/18 Infontry tcimdo.sIlllll old" base conp vic n725947. Tho 2/18 Infantry' (-) 

.a3'2.,:. ! 

, reached b1ook:inr~position lED at 1625 hrs o.nl py 1730 hrs 0.11 forces bego.n e:x;.. 
t rt'.c tine. IJ.lfOl'ces cl(;1se~, by" 1e17 hrs wIth 1/4 cavalry- (~.) o.t HON QUAl'1 and 2/18 
Infantry and C Battery 1/7 Artillery at QUI)! tOlo The 1/16 Infantry oonducted Scm 
operatioris southeast and no:-t~1<3~3t of LOC ')Jl.lH~ The recon platoon \of.lS told by 0. 

'oivilian vic xtr7680~ tho.t 100 VC 'WCro s(;;n ~, about 18 June vic xtJ7S05moving 
north. They W~ suppClSet:1J.:y o.coo..T':ll",o..niec:l i:ry 4 'or 5 Chinese advisors" At 1220 bra 

, recon platoOn founcl 0. SDtlll ci:u::p 'Iric X'lJ7:iOO:3 5 which \-1tI.S about 50 neters by 50 
:oeters in size o.nd oontained 10 to 12 foxholes 0.00 several catlp fires. l'c appe~ 
ed to have been ocoupied 2 to :3 r~a.Y's h)fore. The 3c.1 Brigo.:'ie CP remined at roo 
Nm~ , 

, On 21 June t~ :3c1 Br1gcr1e TF continued OJ....--eration EL PASO II. The 
Brigo.de continued extensi va patrolli.-.,.g and S&D operations vic LOO Nnm and HON . 
QUliN. C Troop 1/4 Cavalry' oonductocl 0. route recon fron RON QU/aN to NINH THANH 
closing into MJNH TI-!lJm at 211S45 hrswith negative contt1.Ct. Upon clOSing, C 
Troop 1/4 CavaJ.ry cnm tlncter OPCON' of 1st Brigade. 1/16 Infontry oontinued on 
, standby for possible oaur.1itncnt vio SONG lEe At 210800 June B COO"~any 1/16 Inf' 
began to S&D southeast to vio XJj779047, then northeast to vic 1JJ'7S6057, than nol"bh­
Gest to vic 1JJ7;,6C1T1, thm southwast to the battalion base area closirw at 211400 
june 'With ncgative o on tact. At; 210030 June C Co!.1pany 1/16 Info.ntry (-5 ,'began to' 
S&D south to vic XU74201B, then northwest to XU7.310'.3l, then northeMt to the base 

"area. olosine at 211300 Juno 'With necative contact.. C Conpc;rmy 1/16 Ir..f'antry ond 
,C Battery 2113 Artillery ~!.kJ.ined Vic XU740060. The 2/18 Infnntry continued to 
p;'Cvldo- E:6CUrity: to the division 'fon13.ru CP and conducir)c1 local patro1l1ne. The 
~c:on platoon 2/18, Infantry W<lS E'.ttached to C Troop 1/4 Ca.oo:;a::.:.-y for their tlove to " 
MINH THANH. 1 platoon. frOll a Conpc.ny 2/lS Infantry pro"tJ-:lded security for C Bntte1T 
1/7 Artillery which c1isp1ncacl to a. position south of HON QU1Ji to suppor!i C Troop 
1/4 CavalrY in. their llovenent. One p1a.toon of B COopCIlY 2/1'J Infantry patrolled 

" to the south of HOlT QU1JJ l?.:ld :rc~L1..rn;;e, o.t :1.21545 Ju.-.,.e with n.::/";ative contact. C 
, Dattery 1/7 Artillery returned to QUAN LOI at 1600 hrs. 2/J . .J Infantry' (mnus reom ' 
platoon with C Troop 1/4 Cavalry c.t ~mffi THANH) and C Bat·iier., 1/7 A.t"ty ~Ilri1ned 
vic QUAli LOI. The 2/28 1:nfantry c:ontinucCi. to proviC!.e security for the Brigade CP 
~d LOO, NINH airfieJil. nnJ conducted 10c~ patrolling end S&D operations. A Cot1paD1' 

---". 2/28 Infantry' ooeo.ri. to' f:&D at 2107:30 hrs June to cmck the hi.gh grOund to the north , 
, east or roc Nnm. A Cor::pnllY 2/20 Infantry novcc1 to vic XU772122 with nege.tive O~ 

.. ,tact and retUrneel to tho br:l;.taJ.ion be.se El.reo.~ B Cotlpany 2/2S Infantry remained at 
, alert; for tlO'Venent to t.m 1/16, In£ontrY' area for the purpose of securing 0 Batter)" 
'2/13 ~il1ery' if ,1/16 L'lfontry was cormtted to the SONG IE a:ren. 2/28 Infantry' 
and 2/33 Artillery :re:..!.J.ined via LOC Nnm airfield. D Troop 1/4 Cavalry retumed to 

,OPOON' ,ot 1/4Ca-valry fron 2d Bri~.de at 201700 June. D ,Troop 1/4 Oa:vnl:ry" escortsd 
C4 Battery 1/7 Arti11·jryto 0. firing position vic X'r79S3. UpOll a.rrivtlJ. D Troop 
1/4 Cavalry oonducted en a.rea recon ~st ond southwst of HeN QUAl-I. At 210730 
June, C Troop 1//~ CnVo.1ry with ~oon platoon 2/18 Infantry' o.ttachod moved from HON 
QUAN to MINH TlWm to recon the route. C Troop 1/4 Cavalry had negative oontact. 
Upon moving into NINI-I ~H C Troop ca.r:e under . opeON' ot 1st Brigade. ' 
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On 22 June at 0655 hrs the reoon p1t 1/16 Infontry whieh hud been in 
a. night aribtlsh position vie XU771C7:3 returned to the battalion base at 220655 J'Ul.l0 

·,r1:t.h rlegative eonta.ct. A report "p.s received that va were stoppine tro.ffio vio 
Y:J722995 trodnr; and to.ktng foo0. o I\~ 220300 June 0 Conpany 1/16 Infantry' ( ... ) l'1owd 
2o".Cth to vie XU74599G, .tron 'WOS"0 t:)"'Vic IU7;;:Z9 iIi on attenpt to ar.ibush the va in 
-::':18 area. C Oonpany 1/16 Info...'1try ha;;~1egdive contact. 0 CO:r.:lps.ny 1/16 Infantry 
picked up an ABC canere. tea..':l vic XJJ717997 o.nd procoeded north to the battalior.L base 
o.reuclosing at 221315 June idth negative contact. At 0.305 hours A COlIpany 1/16 
l=lfontry neved to Vic XU7560. 

At 220630 June the 2/18 Infantry began to S&D north vic ITa-36m" 
They discovered several docuumts and two unifoms which -ware evacuated., C C~ 
puny 2/18 Inf:.lll:t.ry continued north to a RON ,POSition vic rrS.38996 olosine at. 1000 
hours. 21 J'U.."1e with nege.tive contc.ct. The 2/18 Infcntry (-) and C Bo.tte:ry 1/,7 .ArtY' 
reo.a.ined vic QUA}I LOI airfield. 'l'he 2/2S Info.ntry oontinued to provide 000U1'1t-1 
tor'the Driga.c1e OP 0,1"1c1 the LOC Nll'TH a.irfield and conducted 100nl patroll:Ulg IUld 
r&D operations vic toe i'iINH. At 1105 hrs 0 COtlpcny 2/28 InfQntry round 4 RPG2 
rocket lUUIlchar rounds and booster charge whioh ~re evacuated to Drigndl3 Head ... 
quurters. C Corlpnny 2/28 Infantry continued &?<.D closine bo.ek into the battalion 
base area at 1420 hrs. At 1300 hrs D Troop 1/4 Oavalry conduoted Il. road recon­
naissance along Hwy J3 to the soui;h. B Troop (-) tloved south a.s far as XT765610 
clearing out four road blocks on Highwy 1'3 vic XT7657:35, m65733, m6mO and 
XT7666a5 'With neeo.tive enarly oanta.ct. At 1352 brs the helioopter gunteon support... 
ing DTroop 1/4 OuvCl.lry received SA firef'ron XT7655.30 and returned too fire ,dth 
unknOYlll results. Ip1atoon i3 Troop 1/4 Cavu1ry perfo:n:ted MEDCAP D.Ctivities in the 
Vi1l!:'.ge vic m092. B Troop 1/4 Oaw.lry closed buok :into HON QUAN at 2216,30 June. 
1/4 Cavalry (-) reD£iined vic HON. QUANe ,. 

On Z3 June at 0640 brs 1/16 Infantry began to move by foGt to the .. 
WC NINH a1rstripo Because of' a Shortage of' a:1.rcze.1't, 1/16 Infantry had to suttle 
back to !.AI KlE n,.-,.d FROUO VINH by all aw.ilable aircrai't. 1/16 Infontxy ( ... ) moved 
~~@ ·,L.U IDE tihe~ thay Q.Oi3u::J,.Ja tho bo.se oo.tlp aeotldty mission and 0 Oompany 1/16 
Infantry moved to PHOUC vnm where they COIle under oro ON of the 1st nrlgad,e~ All 
eleI!:~n~lis of 1/16 Infantry had departed LOC Nnm by 1415 1u's. The 2/18 Inf'tintry (Jon... 

. '()inued to proVide security for the divlsion fOl'\olard CF and the QU4N LOI o.irfield. 
The rocon platoon 2/18 rnfontry remained with 0 Troop l/4 Caval.r;Jr at MINH THANH. 
D CO~'Uly 2/18 InfDntry (-) 'Wo.s atto.ehed to D Troop 1/4 Cavalry for a 40 day opera..­
"'G ian 0 C Ool:lpany' 2/18 Infontry and C Battery 1/7 Artmery xemaired vic QUAN lDI. 
~ 2/2(3 I..'lfantr,r oontinued to provide security tor too Drigade OF ond 100 NINH 
o.trf'ield.' At oseo hours B Conpany 2/28 Infantry departed roo NINH airl'ield end 

. ll10ved by foot to vio XU7406 whera they took 'Up pO$itions toprO'Vide seourity for 
o nllt~OOI7 2/33 llrlillery. Upon thg departure d'the 1/16 Intrultry, the 2/28 lnran-. 

, try ( .. .)rapositioned forces to oover the area vo.oa:ted by 13 Oompany 2/20 Infantry . 
and th.:ln oonduotcc1 1000.1 patrolling vic tOO NINH. 2/2S Wantry ( ... ) oontinued 
w.f.:~h 2/33 Artil.lery (-) in the vioinity of too NIJNH a1r~eld. 

At 230645 Jun.~ D Troop 1/4 Oav' 6nd B Oompany 2/lS Int'rmt1'1 ( ... ) began 
to mova along HiBhway 13 "to provide seour.L ty around the de stro:yed bridge vic X'r72'-
972. Upon arrival at the br.1dga D Company 2/18 J:nrant17 begon to ~oon to the 
nOT~h ot the l3r:f.dga. D Troop 1/4 Cuvolry sent a plntoon to reconto~he south and 
ee.."1~~ ,.,f' the ~~c1ge. ~ho· ··hUe t-To:rks of'f'ic1:~s who 'Were to repai,.. the bridge never 
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').,~ . showed upo . n. Troop 1/4 Co.vt'~ry end 2/10 Infantry (-) returned to base conp area closing o.t lAJ.0 hours. 1.l4 Co.vo.l.ry (-) renainad vic HON QUAM airfield. I . 

. . On 24 June at 0'730 brs C Troop '2./4 Co.v0.1ry with theI"econ platoon ot the 2/10 Inf'ontry naved fron Iv!IHH T!-Wm to EON QUAN o D Troop 1/4 Co.valry and A Oot'lpOny 2/10 Ini'nntl"j IlC'lV'ec1 sou'th froll HCUqUliN to CHANH THlJm to secure H1ghwy J3 and to escort- artillery elemnts to HO~: QUAN. A COllpc.ny 2/10 Infantry' mde O~ tactvr.i.th t\ sMll 6rouP of va v5.o m6L.726 o.t 0950 brs and en,"}tured ane Chicon rlfle" a q'UDlltity of SA arJI'lI.lnition role.. wob goo.1"~ The 2/2S Inf."ontr.r cono.ucted 10-c0.1 patrolling t'JlC1 seeD ope::ti:tions to the eo.st rnd south of LOO NINH a.nd pioked up 1 VCS. The 3d Drigtil.e or reno.:imcl vic LCO Nnm. 2/1G Infantry continued to pro­vide security for the division :f'crwo.r~~, 01'0 At 0745 hours ane p10.toon of D COtlpQl17 2/10 Infantry depe.rOOd with C Do.ttez'y 1/7 Artillery as a s·Jcurity foree. C Dtr,r . 1/7 Artillery dispL'\ced to vic. XT76GO in oroar to support 'i;he nove of 1/4 Ca.va.l.ry. . A OOLlpo.ny 2/10 Inf'c.ntry wcs a.ttached to n Troop 1/4 CavoJ.ry for tm olea.ring ot ,Highway!3 south frOIl HOl~ QUAl~· to CHON TlWm. One platoon of i3 COIllpBl'lY 2/10 Int' conduct9da se:Doperation to the eo.st to vic XTB493 to conf'irn an o.gent report tho.t 50 VC ho.d been di3lJine in a.t that 10oation, The patrol found toot the rapo" ws incorrect C'nd returned to QU!J.l LOI o.t 1600 hours \lith negntiw contaot. 0 ConpE'..ny 2/18 In:f'mtry rer.'1.O.ined en ste.ndbyas RRF for possible cotmdtmnt to assist the 1/4 Onwlry'. 0 Do.ttery 1/7 Artillery o.ndl plo.toon£'ron D CO!lpMy 2/10 Inf'a.u. try- return.ed to QUAl~ LOI at 241505 June 0 At oa05 hOU1'S D ConpDnY 2/2S Infant17 . picked up 1 vas vio their pcri!.iater anel evncuat.ed bin to tho Distriot offioio.ls to'6 investigation. A COT.lpany 2/2fl Infantry sent 0. patrol to vio xtJ725091 and C Co~ pany 2/2C Infantry sent a rat~rol to ,r.tc:!.n:tty XU'7601C5~ :loth ~c.trols had negative conto.ot and returned to base cOIlp by 1200 hours. 2/2fJ Infantry (-) end 2/33 . Artillery (-) rer.J.tdned ViclDC iJnm o.irfield. At 0645 hours the 1/4 Co.valry pioled .. up A Conpttny 2/lfl Infantry c.·1i QUAN LOI ond esoorted 0 nat~T.I" J./7 .Artillery and one platoon of D Conpany 2/10 Infantry to a. position vio m6uo. D Troop 1/4 Cav . then proceeded south '/lith :n Cot1pC'.ny 2/113 Infantry to olea.r tl~.o rood to CHON THANH, . The 3 platoons of A Conp~y 2/10 Infantry Were drcpped off (1·:i critioa.l bridge sites a.long the .. .:ro~. D Troop 1,: 4 OO:"'<l~J- '::'hon p:roc13cded to OEm: '~~~JoNH to pick up 0/6 . . Arti11ery (-) who WoS to be escol"ted baok to :lON QUlJIT. At C925 hours D Troop 1/4 . Cavalry reoeived &. :f'ire ·do m55745 and pla.ced tI.rtillcry fire on this loco.tion with unknown results. A+. 0950 h:r.'S D Troop 1/1" Oo.-~ll:cry with ;:Ul olemnt or A Com. pany 2/10 Infantry rece:i.·rod Sf;, tiro froo v.ldni ~J XT764726. krlillery fire wns called in iI'l:ledintely ~:.~.-1 0. platoon froll 2/l0 Infantry was lifted into the a~a. A Cot1pt\D.Y' 2/1fl Infantry .round an nld fori; with n bunker in the northeo.st corner and a few 55 gallon drwJS filled with sancl.. A i:'.1.l".nel ocnplex in. the center of the tort WIlS destroyed. Ql theellst s:L:le of the i'o:t't en mw:1.red mne was destroyed. In the fort A Corzpony ::!/In Intontr,r oaptured (I. C'hiOOtl. 56 rifle (SN614620) which· had 1 round in the oh'1.mOOr nne1 2 :in the m@;".zine,. A Oonpany 2jlS Inf'ant1'7 to\Dld and destroyed in the :':'ort the f02~,~ow:i.ne itcr.'l.s: One AT round, 31 M1 clips with a.m::runition, 6 DAR mo.B;:~zines with D.I:Jr.D.lnition, 109 +oeserounds of 30 oal o.munition, 2 pieces of Ohioan vreb gear l!lld one 6hicon gren!tde. At 0950 bra D Troop 1/4 Cav found a bunker oOq;llex vio X'176872fl. ArtillexY fire was oo.lled in resulting in the desl.ruction of several of the bunlrers. D Troop 1/4 Cavalry' arrlved at CHON THliNHat 0945 hours. At this tim the platoon .. ron A Troop 1/4 Cav departed for LA! KIE where it olo~ed o.t 1505 hours. 0 Troop l//~ Oavc.1ry ws released from OP. CON 1st Dde at 07.;0 hOUl'SQIld departed MlNH TH.Pl1H for HON QUAN. 0 Troop 1/4 Oav 
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7.,t;v arr.1vad vic m680 at 1400 hrs to act as RRF and await the l"etum or B Troop 
, :IL~ Cava1l7, from CHON TF.ANHe B Troop depa.rted '-11th 8/6 Artillery (_) at . 

IZ3 5 hra ?or HON QUAN. B TrooD 1/4 Oavalry pioked up the platoons of A Oom.-
pa".Y 2/18 Infan.try and together they closed into QUlIN LOI at 1505hrs lll B Troop 
-:/1" QaYa.:try continued onto HON QUAN olosing at 1608 hra. C Troop 1/4 Oav olosed 
.'N CPI:.I'I at 1625 hI'S 1ilhere the 1/4 Cavalry was looated. A Troop 1/4 Oav :remained 
a .... ·, LlJ: KJl3 and D Troop rem...Urod at PHU LOI. 

At 250025 June B Company 2/28 Infantry heard noises to their front., 
IlndthreY a grenade.. It wus believed that a VO was bit but a search of the area 
a:1i fi),:rs-'Ij 1€ght provec. different.. At 0700 hraB Compony 2/l8 Infantry and 0 Com­
P€l.!ly 2/18 Infan:~ry eaoh conduct-ed phtoon size patrols to the north ancl1 south of 
QUA~.l. LOI with negaJcive oontact.. Too 2/18 Infantry conducted range firing for 
now arrivals in the QUAN LOI o.rea lll 2/28 Infantry cont:tnued to provide securl ty 
for "\iho Brigo.c1e OF and the LOe NlNH ail'S/GI'ip. B Company 2/213 Infantry pl'Ov:i.ded 
security for 0 Btry 2/)3 Artillery vic XU'7406. At 2l~ hra an ambush pa.trol from 
B Oompany 2/28 Infantry engaged 12 va vic IU'74,3054 with SA. The pOotrol fi.:rod a 
eluymora %:line on ·liho VO, movod baeJ and oalled :In mortar end ortillery fim on 
the VO o Tho areOo "rns soa:ro~d but no va wre found. At 250920 Juno A 3lld B COllPo 

panies 2/28 Infantry- sent out patrols to the north and east of toO NINH to :n-J~on 
t12:;, high grolmd. ill patrols closed baok into the base area 'Wi. th negatiw cent'flct. 
A''c 1520 hra B OO:r.lpony 2/28 Infantry detainad 3 vas vio 7JJ74~55. The va wrc 
turned over to district offioioJ.a. At 1525 brs A Compony 2/28 l'll:f'ant:rydisp~,,~<'hed 
a patrol to vic XU723090" Tho French plantation supervisor stated tha.t ther~ Yare 
VO 19Cc.1.ted there. A Oompany 2/28 Infroltry pa.trol retumec1 o.t 1720.1',~s. with 1 box 
of 709 MG ammunition, (Approxi~telY' 250 rounds) and a pack containing a small 
qunnt,ity of r.Jedionl supplies. B and C Troop 1/4 CD-V oontinued to provide ser,mri_ 
ty for the HON QUAN airf'ia ld and oonduoJc.ed extensi va on~ and maintenance of 
equipment. 

~26 June at 0005 hra B CcmpllIly 2/18 Inf'mtry ambush ,atrol engn~d . 
an estimated compa."lY' size VC fC1rcc vie XT'::038C}8. ConJ"aot 'W'tJ.s I'lBinta.i.l'lGd for approxi­
matsly 20 minutes until the VO ned to the east, southeo.st and South. A pla·~oon 
from B Oo:r.lpsllY' 2/l8 Inf'an",ry wus dispntohed fmlmd1ately to reinforce the w:ib'll.sh 
patrol. v1h11e attempting to ranch the patrol they encountered an unknmm numbe:t' 
of va approximtely 1000 l!eters wstc Contact vas mointoined for 5 m:l.nu.tes.. n~ .. l:r.1"\~ 
this battle 3 VO "lara kUlecl 'b,. body oounto When the battlefield wo.s policed the 
following 1teLlS vmref'ounds 4 sets of 'W"ab gear~ 8 frag grellades, 5 Ohioom type 
grenades, 2 ~ooks, 3 ponchos., 400 rds 7.62 tl.l'!1l!1Un1t1on, 4 AR 74 magazines ,dth . 
amrnunition, 1 BIi...'!l magc..zina w-lth at:l!lru.ntion, 1 Ch1com t:::t'U!:1 magazinew.1th canvas bag, 
:2 enp'~ Chiooln HG boxes, 1 first eld pa.oket, 1 entrenohing tool, end 200 f'ee"li of 
dat;onating cordI) All itar:o a~toapt t'tw tyO t.Jeapons ware destro;yed. Friendly losses 
'torero 4 KIA c.nc1 ; \tU.. At first light A Company 2/lS Infantry' moved out 5.n on . 

. o,~~t';)!IlJ?t to oa';;oh the va but ho.d no oontaot. Af'ter oompletely polioing the br-.t:.t·le_ 
field altc1 eurro'lmding areas Il total of ~ v.0 KIA by oount 'WeI'S tound end it is 
GEriiimted thnt there 'Were another 21 va KIA. A Oompany 2/18 IntantlY olosed QUAN 
lOr at 261250 Jum. Ths2/lS Infantry, 0 Btry 1/7 Arty remained vic QUAN LOlo The 
2/28 1..n£ontry cont1nue(\ to provide ooouri ty for the Bela and. the 1£)0 NJliJH airstrip. 
1::::, 261lO0 Jun9 1 plo.toon from 0 CompOIlY' 2/28 Infmtry oonducted a combat assr.:uJ.t 
in~co en LZ vic xtJ7680'72~ with nega-'lji va oonta.ct a. d S&i) north to via XU7701201i The 
pJ.o.toon than moved southWGst bo.ek to LOO NnrH olSsing a.t 261450 June with nega·M.w 
eon .. ~to At 261500 June A CompOll1 2/28 Inf WOoS ellerted for move~ntto SONG m. 
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", .'. 'TheY' began moving at 261'700 June. TheY' closed at 261915 J\me and we,." attaalJed .to 1./28 Inf"antry-. 2/28 In:f' remined vic LOO ND1H nirt:leld. B OOl1lplm;r 2/98 In:f' . remmed vic XT11~4 • . At first light 1/4 Oav (-) moved to tm east and south or ·QUJU~ LOI in conjunction with 2/28 In.f in on at_q,t to blte:rcept the VO escaping • trom the 2/28 Inf. At 1345 bra B 'lroop 1/4 Oav l-) and. 0 Troop moved to the north to .%laoon the route to the a:rea around QUAN LOI as orig1noJ.lY' planned. 1 platoon ' from B and 0 Troop wnt 'north to the br1dge vio Y:r12m2 in an attempt to find the crossing. ARli'N :1'0l'Ce8 moved south from too NINH with a bulldozer and began , work em a ford an the south. 0:1' the r.i.ver. 1/4 Oav oonduoted MEDOAP activities in the Village vio X'l"70S3 and XT'7282. Elanents of' tml/4 Oav olosed HOlf QUAN atlS2S hra. 1/4 Oav (-) :rel:1.Dined vic HON QUAN. 1 platoon of' Band 0 Troop l'amained Vic br.1dge at. X'r722972e Tho 1/28 Infantry' Calm under the OPOCH Qg the 3d Bela upon closure of tho 3d Baa TAO OF at SONG IE at 11350 brs. The 3d Bd.e avio;i;ion seotion conducted starlieht missions on route 13 :£ron LA! KHE north to theCku:iboc1itm border f'r0tl 2000 to 2130 brs and detectsd no va IIlOWmnt. 

. 'en 'Z7: June the 2/l8 In£ant17 ~an \o18.S canoellDd and the batttal10n conducted looal patrolling vio QUAN LOI airtield. The 1/28 Inf' oant1n1»d to '. provide seourlty- for the NUl DA RA oirf'ield. At 1950 bra ml ambush patrol from . A ~m:tY 1/28 l%lt wbilo lea.ving their RON positions made oontact with an eeti- . ::latod sqaudot VO v:Lo m25109'3 rosulting in 1 US KIA end '3 US WIA. F.1re was 1'8-. turnod with 1mlalo't'!1l re sults. At OS;; hrs B Comp~ 1/28 :tnt dest:ro,od 16 huts and shot 4 pigs 'Vic lU266096. At 0900 hrs B Company 1/2S Int' destro,ed 3 river Oraf't. . vic Itr~OO9S. At 0935 hra a fire team orbiting this ~a received SAtire from ~lc YU2;SJ36.· Fi:re '\-raB l'etumed with unknown results. 1/2S Inf' then oogon to . S&D to the wast closing into RON position at 1945 hrS. Tho 2/28 ~:1' oogon move­ment by air fron Loo HDiH to SONG IE. 0 Company 2/28 :rm: along with elemnts ot &arJ,quartcrs 2/28Inf' remainod vio IDC NINH airstrip. 1/4 Cav upon canoellation of the originally soheduled operation tor 27 June va.s released from OPOON 3d Bde at 1200 hrs. Too 173d Avn CompanY' mowd. '.,.. :', 12 tons of rice oap'ou1'0d by ARVN f'01'OesV1c XU9914 and distr1buted it to the loot\l villnaers. The 2/33 ArtUle%7 , (-) lllOwd from vio LOa NINE d.rtield to vlc SONG IE. 

'en 2S June at 1540 hra BOompsny 1/213 Infantry' oaptured 0. British 9. mm sb\~"submaohinegtm, 2 magadnes ot 8lIIIltImition, aedioal ldt and nsdicine in a hut 'Vic YUZ37085. Tho 1/28 t"lf' continued to S&D to the wast of its R~ pOSition ~aohing the SONG m RiVer '..... vio YUl9S090. Au attempt was made to oross tho river using ropas. The attempt wa.s unsuccessful 'beCAusa the heo.vy rdnl o&us8,4 ' tb1 ri-ver to . ria and tb3 eu:rrent to be-coD \'19%'1 aw1tt. ThB operation or1ginelly planrod. WD.I then postponed and the 1/29 Inf mowd north to tba br1d~ vlo !UJ.S9110 \rhe~. they orossed the river and wtzere pioked up bY' 'Whiole. The 1728 !nf olosed into NUI BA RA airfield at 2Sl505 J.une l,6. At 0900 hra elemnts or the 2/213 Int t"emin:ing at LOO Nnffi began mOWi.JlBnt ot personnel end oq1l1pnant to SONG 1E ''by' . QjJJO. The last eler.mnts ot 2/2S Dlf olosed into NUt BA RA airtield at 1730 bra. At. 0930 hrs A COI!pllllY 2/28 Infantry' oonduoted eo combat nssault in an LZ vio YUlSS- , 035 to seoura a bose for 0 Dtry 2/33 Arty. The plonned oporatio11 wa.s postponed ond. .. ' C Dtry 2/33 Artillery did nO'1i move. A Oonpony 272S Int' than conduoted looal patro.',iOO' l:tnB vic the LZ 'to1ith negative contact, The 2/213 Infantry' (_) ~mained Vic NUl BA ItA Airfield. lJ; Collpan;r 2/28 Inf'ontry remainod vio ma503S. 
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Combat Operation Af'ter Action Report (ItACV/RCS/J3/32) 

7-37 On 29 Juno at 1051 bra 1/2J3 In!' conducted 0. combo.t nssauJ. t into LZ . P..E.D· vio YTl97995.. The l/Zd In£' had negative contact on landing and cl.,scd into "Ghe !,:~ by llSO Hrs. The 1/2E Int then began S&D to tho east with A campen}': on the north O.l'id J3 Cor:rpnny in the conteI' and C Co on the south. At 1215 bra C Co 172S In! found e:n extensivo ';'m1l1el nO'Gucrk rona. 10 t~1'lS of' rice stored in bins abpve tho ground vIc 6939910> 1'-..11 vrere 't-1011 c~~unagcd. Tho ri~in-m.s destroyed. At 1305 brs C Co 1/28 Im~ lcc:.\·~rl :.!. sr.:0.11 VC bc.sc c~ .... ~p vic 1'T1990/';9. In the baso camp we 200 1bs of' rice, ;2 b~.rYJclos, 4 bunkers, 1 tunnel 50 meters long and. fresh foot prints 1etl.o:tl.ng to 7 !:'.'J.c::.SI!' .?~11 v18?"O dcstrouod. At tho s~.;rrte loca.tion C Co 1/'213 Inf' round a brief case of :::':i.:·,~::~u i:/'.on, documcn't,s end. ~eaical supplies t·yr....ich vrare t'lvG.cUt'.tod. At 1630 hra A Co 1/;;.3 Inf m.~t.1e cont::ct vrl. th 2 va vic XT208997 ~ The VC 'Wore tclccnuncler firo vl tb unkn rC8tD.:lis e At 1915 hrsl/28 In! o1oscd into their RaN position vic Y'l'204994,dth l'O 1'\f':"(':'lcr cont~ct. At 1010 hrs C B·t.ry 2/13 Arty arriv'3c in the area of A Company 2/2;~ 111.f' and A Co 2/28 In!' assumed rosponsibility:'.'or security of the Arty ,base •. Tho ?!2t' Inf (-) rel:!t'..inod vic .HilDA.1lAAirficlcl :=;.s Brip;o.de 2'Oscr.vo and security ter the oirJ:i 'Jldo A1;' l~OO Hrs A Co 21.2E Inf h~.d .3 ~.·IIA f'l";~m tl boo1)y tro:ppod arenade vic YU2000/ .. 5. At.. lC50 n,,';"s t:'.l1 A Co i/-z'j !n£' petrol T.lr:.do con~ct ,.,i th about 20 VC vic YUl9101rJ,. A . sh.)rt fira fight. developed. Gunshipn 3nd artillery wero cr.l1ed in on the VC with Unk resu~ ts.. The VC bro1cc contact c,t 1910 hI'S and ncd to the north. The 2/2f; Int' ( .... ) ro..Tiln:-i.ncc.'. vie lrJ! Df.. RA Airfield. ACa:!pony 2/Z.; Int and C Dtry 2/13 Al"ty romdncd tic :~UJ.g3036. A Co 1/23 Int ficked up 1 VCS 'Who wa.s avaouat(;)d tor furt..1'}cr illvesigt.:~.­~,:-:; O:!l 

"- .. On 30 Ju.ne r:.t 1000 hra 1/2$ In£' conduetod 0. cOr.tbat assaUlt trCl'!l LZ RED into cnJ 1. U~on lr.nUin~ l/~~ In! rcciv3d sc~ttord snipor firo. Patrols soo.r~~od . tha t'.rca ,.r.i.th ncg.rt.ivo contc.ct. At 1020 hrs l/-:S Int' '-1::'.0 -:-·:rc1ard to QUAM V~I. 1/2~ In!' ( ... ) wns on OBJ 1 p.ncl A Co 1/Z3 Inf was on LZ RED. Both elements wero moved f'rom their rosp:;ctive locations to tnJI HA RA Airfield cl"toing at 1350 brs. Tho last 1if't of C Co 1/Z3 Inf \IO.S lif.'"lJod r'iroctly from. ODJ 1 to QUAN LOI. 1/2f3 Int (-) was then liftc(? from i'f .. :I nA ItA Airfield 'lio qUAl'! LOI. Upon closing QUAN to! tho l/~ lui' carne tt..'1dor GrOONor 1st Brigado. At 0900 hrs B Co 2/ZJ Int' conduoted 0. combat assan"!.· ,,' (' • YU1S0134 and scoured tho IlrGator e.rrival of' n ntry 1/5 Ar.ty by C1I47. At 1500 hrs A Co 2/2n In! patrol found sovor~w. l-ra11 cClllouf1agoc:1 bunkers l-litbover};!ec.d cover, . savard bousos tori th u.nder eroun:! tunnols nnd :.'ne bng .,t rico. All wore r!eatroyed. ·ll:i:; 1~10 hl"s C Dtry 2/13 Arty moved to NUl BA ItA Airfield ·:.::,;:,,1 :~t 151.5 h:.·'! !to Cn. 2/28 I,·:.(' r".'::v~~(; !j., f'oot· ~:'~ th . .:i.:O:- ::10i!·"o::l~.t1rm ~:.o l-n.~' ~'!A !.th At".i'io1d cl'~~i:~:' :·.t 301'745 ::\m. =~/z::, J.rct' (-) ,ro:.u.!;Ljl?d at HiJI BA RA Airfield. n Co 2/~ Int and nDti-y··rome.incd v1c Y~(~"~Ol)I;.o 

On 1 July 2/2JJ In£' (-) C:)ntinued to proviGe security tor tho TInge.de OJ' c.nd. lol1Il D.'l RA Airfield. LoctU patrolling we cQnt:1uc ~.od w.1 th negati ve oont~ot. 2/20 In:(' l'O!' .... 'lined vic l;!JX nA nA Airfiold and n Canpe.ny2/2JJ Int -nnd 13 BtJ:"1 1/5 Arty {-} remainod vic BASE 2~· . . 

On 2 July the 3d Dri~nde Tusk Forco dep".rtod ·tho SONG BE area and returnod 1',0 the LOO NINH area an:1 prepo.rod tor possS.blo car.ro1 tmont in thllt tU'Or:\o 21:Z.·~ In£' L'l070d frem t.he NUI BA R!1 Airstrip to the tOO NINlI Airstrip. Tho . 1/16 Il'j? ,·m,s alerted to be prepr..l"(;.od to move from Lll lruE to tho LCC NIIDI F).roa. At . 1135 hl"S the Battel.ion ,-ras instruoted to move lOlld elements to the LAl Ia-lE Airstrip. A" 1215 bra 1st lif'l; departed tAl KHE. At 1735 bra the 1st 11ft at tho 1/16 !n£ c1.c;mrtod. ThQ Brlgcde CP returned to LCC NINII. . . 
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. ' .' " . on 3 .Ju:i.y the 1/16 Int remdnod on olort for poss~,hl0. COl!Dd'tment into 
L~ BLACK W' 'iiO rv1n:toroo nAN QUAil! O".!', QUA.i\! LOIr> Th03 1116 Ini'c'~r:tt;in"l;iod to assist in 
the clof.;;,:.::!so ~f tho Loo MINH C'.irfield" ·A-t.;?'o;n brs A Co 1/1(, I;~f bcganto~:l)to the 
noX'·t;hti£',!·ri~ to v:b XU7?3111 r"nd XU7731400 ' M', 09.30 brs the rC'.'le.intn.c:; cloments of' tho 
-;'/'41 ItJ.f closed L<':CliUlU s.rC&o At 0715 h~'E! (; Co 2/28 Int 1'!I.('YVed. 'W.;~.~ f"r""'n LOO I·TINII 
t;) vio rt/6>35066 in orc1er to Sootl.rO the G.l·OI,~. fl1.;." 0 Btl"'S' 2/13 Al··t,y., 2 Pl~i;Ool1S or D 
0'.1 2/';1s, IrL±" B~C'u1'od tho road trOll!. LOC I\!II~I ~o XU6SS066.Mi 1130hrs 0 nt,l'Y 2/13 " 

'J~:t-ty movoGl. by r:>o,d to thoirloco.tion, C'll):~ing D:t 1202 hrso B ,2/'2Jl' ILIi' . (-) l"cmain-

0(1. 'do Lx ~.\):mI A:~l .. j:·iQldo 'C Co 2/2fJ I,n! lnd C Dtl7 2/13 AJ.":-'y ~"r.''li)lOcl 't'io XU6a5066. 

. ' , 0::1 4 July at, 2030 . hrs A G.:; 1/16 Illf ·bege.n" to l~ove -:.?> the nC\l"iihe£',a":; , . 
~~"Ol!\ Loo .NINiIoA·~ 05S0 bra A Co 1/i.6 1:11f." dropped off !1 'PlatoOl'l cmbush. volc XU764092. 
A Co :L/16 Xnf (-) continued to the 'no'I'iih to v:i.c" XtYn31~.O o:rTJ:,,:tng at OSOO h:"'se" "A" ' I,,' 

Cn -;'/1.6 "!.r.t' tohorl l""Cturned to battc.:U.tJ.l e.::.:'Ga closing a.t 1.32'Jh!'i~o A'~ 1225 h.rs D Co 
1/:.6 Inf" \.'!!oS plD.ced~n 30 mintitc~ al,<:<rt. for possible com:mi ui.ont to O,~iii:.; ~ i~lp~,,:otec-
·c.i,on of ~ Cl.O'Imod CII47. B Co 1/16 In!' was tokon off t.'J.ert at 1315 bra whGn A Co 2/?JJ ' 
In:[ seeur;:;(l tb3 dot-moo CI147 .Tha ')./16 In£' reDcin~d vic LOO ~lINII Airfield. At 0035 ,," 
111"s. C Or' ,l'?f~~ Inf moved to vio XU5S9064tosecYXu a nOtoJ' erao for C Dtry 2/13 Arty. ' 
o Ht.~'Y .,los<.:;a into tha ne,." C':.rOt\ Sot 1302 hrs. At 0000 hrs A Co 2/28 In£' 'began to SW, 
~.i(. t:10 mll-U""1estoAt 1225 bra A Co ~Tas orc!orod. to !nove south tone XU6mo1 where 
tho OII47 held Bono do,.m. A Co 2/23 In!' o.rriV3d c..t this loo(l.tion at 1:;tl5brsu ' A 
cn'n .. ;-.. ;,' ."~"" ·, ... ·,.4··..,,,',1 .... 't· "'bout t~G s .... ·· ....... .l!l"'~""~ ... ·ld· .. r."'~, ;~'i',"~ ~.:'H" f'(·r!''1"".,,···d .. · .. ",,· ... t:'·'·"b'o J .. , ~""':~.!~,f....), .. ~ .. ~ ....... , ....... ,.... ' ,~J. l..&:i.'''' 'L., •• ..,\,jiI'.... ~ r-'" .. _., ." '-,.:. \ ... "" ..... , .", ... I\i"jj f,;_ .. , .... _'.,,:J. v, 

mt.rl ,·rlth ;., I?O ')./-;S Inr on tho cast o.nd (;.~:OG Co ::Oll t.h.,? ~1;;.:-,to A'c· 1715. h.\'S 2 mO.ri ' 
:L.'Ci':'. 0 Co 2./?.~ IrJf' ";(,i4'O' injur(:cl by !l shor.t SL'"'!!!l mol't,t:.:t·:: I). :';'CT.'!.ud :t':L\ .. ,,~ b,y" C Co 2/~ 

. In.f" . . . '. . 

On 5 JUly the 1/16 In£' (-)ccntinuad to provide R<.lCl'l'ity. fOr the tOO . 
~I!l·JH'i~:'I'f"'_o:;.(lo A.t 2015 brs r,j Co 1/16 In!' ooer.;n !!!.O'''O!'.l\.l~.~:. to ~pllt.ro'l· bC',so vic XU . 
80,'3057 1~hQ:ro th'Wclosed at 0340 hr-s.. Upon closinffC Co 1/J.(. :1:::1:1:" aont out2p1atooD 
6iiiO c.t:i':'i:'.S'h pJ.trols vic l'UGlIJ)53 "oM XTJS12060. C Co 1/3.6 .Ill.f eOn~GillUod pl).trc>J;ling 
vic thci'l· pc.tr.ol 'bc.se until 1500 hI'S lvhen thoY!llO"!od to PCSI'l ION ~r.n<E XU'76~o40 to . 
ros't" M.i 2015 bra '"hey JnOtlou southwosJIi to a p~.trol beso vie'15 .... 7'35m". At 0630. bra' .. 
on3p1r:~oO'l! ot B Co 1/16 rnf C~):Jduct'3d It CQ!lb~lt n~su1t into 1ZneTTY(XUgOS123), ,.' 
th~v tho!' l'IlO''led Southws·l;br..ck to bnt.·l;nlinn bt'.so nrcr.. closin3 at 11~~:;hrs with nag 

. contn.ct" A.t 064:,; hrs O'I"C; pl1~to~;n of D Co 1/16 conductocl n combat D.s~~_u1 t intQLZ 
!-!!\.RY (Xlf·ti$6034) nn::l thot. movod b~,ck to b:",J~t:<:'.liol'l br..se clooing e.t 1425 hrs ,d'th ,neg' . 
cont::ct. Tho 1/16 In! (no) romnined ~le Loo NIl-.;'J!. A Co 2/2J! Il'!tnnd onGCIDG Co .. 
rcmd1'lcdovcrnieht vic IJ697095. 'c Co ';./28 Il'..£ c.nd one ClOG COt:lpo,try' continued to .. 
p~ovido 5(,curity tor C Dtry 2/13 AT~:r v-lc XU6S906t1...M; 0000 hrs A Co ,2/28 tnt . 
br:lgnn to sP...:D north to \·1c XU?OOllO c.~~d thcm soutYl\Olost to the bat'talion. h'!sn nrea 
01 n~:tnB :~ 'Ii 0915 bra \of 'iih nogt1"~i va C01}to.ct. At 131S hrs r.. plr~'i;,oon .f.rnm j) Co 2/za lilt 
p'::ltl'r.'1J.eJc.i 'dc XU'7l50~Y; !md retu.:moc' at 1635 brs with nrigr.tivo conkot •• The 2/2$ IDt ' 
( .... ) X'tlX:!('.incd. vio LOO ',:tN1I. C Co 2/2fJlni' E.nu. C ntry 2/i3 Arty rem..'!inod Vic XU689~ 

'.. .. On 6 July at 2015 hours C Compt'.nY 1/16 InfC\l'l~r moved fran P~)[3ITI'mi . 
l-f.O(!i; (!U'7700~,O) to ~ pntrol bas:) .,r4.,. XT733994. At 0700 hours C Company 1/16 In£'an­

. t:::-;-;· ~:::.::;, . ::":. i! ,..~ :",,~,.,- .... ~ .. (~ '"".";,:001 to recon Huy 13 rrO"~ XT'7209S6 to XU723005. 
Mi 1035hu;.;:,. "j r,:._~ 
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Av'l)~W~ 20 August 1966 
SUBJECT: Combat Operations A:t-to!' Action Rep<)rt (f!JACV/Rf!,S/J3/32) 

R.eel.,)Ll PI/reoon 1/16 In1:'Ell'ltry vas lifted into LZ l'ELLG't4' (XU72501J) and moved sout.b 
to block c.'I1.d rcc:m the ~.'rca arOtl..'I1d LZ YELLo.{" The Recon Platoon 1/16 Int then 
\-it·.S ol~d0rC:lC; to recon to the ucst of tho strcc..'n v:i.c XU7120l3. C Company 1/16 In!' 
f'Olll"Y:, 5 ifC bOf.lios vic XU725013 ~.nO. 5 va bod.ies vic XU7260l6. It was bel1cvQd that 
theBo l)o,:;i~s ,;ere from the batt1G of 30 Junc. The l1econ Pb.toon 1-\1so rOUnd the 
?cJJ.~/r.ing cqulpj"'1c:mt~ 2. AT rochrts, 5 Chiem GrcnafGs, 5 Rifle grl''Cnades, 1 sixty 
r,;r;l j''lo:('·;~.nr rounc1jl 250r0undS: 1inlced 30 cd runmuni tion, 30 rOlmds 30 cal PI ammum. ticn. 
C:) 1.'Ol::f1.c;.s Ghiccm 7,,62 carbi.10 O.!nmu.,,..,i ti on? 1 gun CD.rt t'.n,l a Tand E mechanism tor 
7 <> 6~ );'.~~.C}!i~10Gun., C CQl':\pr:.l1Y 1/16 In£' th:m mov~cl to LZ Y'l!:LLOil uhore they Wl"e cxtr­
cc1~Q(1 by Un» at 061520 July 1966" The Recon pInt,con remained vic L7. IE:'i.LQiJ and 
o:Gtcr'!ptod to arnbu.sh nny VC conl.ne into the ar.ea. At 1600 hI'S 'i:.ho reo'": . ill tl'Jc:t 
o:-':;~~;.i' 1,.:> pt.!D l1o:!:th b;~.ek t~ l,I: ... 'C t!:lrTE cJ.osint~ :\t-':17[...5i,llro: EE 1010 hre Olle platoon 
oJ: A Cor'1pnny 1/16 Inf conducted a cO!;!.bllt asso.u1 t into a LZ vic XUS3006S and begClrl 
~~O Sl'i) to the r.ort.h,~est,. They Horc extracted fran a PZ vic XUSl9005 at 1910 hra 
~·;:i:Gh !leIT~:rt:i.ve con·tr:..c·h. At 0655hrs the r':;o:)n plntocn e,nc1 tho AT platoon 2/2J3 Inf' 
'bcG:atl to &':.:.0 to the nor-c.h"lcst vic XU7l0125. Tl..lere ,,,ere approximately 100 omp1ace­
t'11.0nts Cl1cJ. bwJ('ers Giscoverod. vic XtJ710l19. 12 bunkers "'01'13 dostroyed. '!'he raCOll 
plrl.toon :~:'lcJ. At platDon returned '\:io LOO EIN!l closing at 1l~30 bre with nagt:l.tive con­
to.oJ;. D Comp:~.n;, 2/2::;' Inr rclcj:voc!. 0 Ccr.,pany 2/2J3 Inf' or tho socurity II'_i.nsion around 
r' Btry 2i13 -~rty. The ralie! ~n~s cQl'rlp1ete at 0945 hrs antI C Company 2/1dJ Int movad 
·~o n pc.tl";l base vic ~:tn00109. A pntrl.>l vas dispc.tchoc1 to t..i.onorthwost 0,ne1 found 
a frequently usod S?r:i.ne vic 1.11712095. At 1330 h1"S C2/2E In£ f'ounel 3 huts e.nd 3 
obso!'Vt:tion post on hill 1e2 vic XU693120. Arty '-las cl'~10d into tho aroA. rosul­
tin.~ in 4 s,·}condr.\ry explosions. C Ccnpany 2/2$ Inf depnrtocl thepa.trol base nt 
1515 J:\!'s ~ln(l closed bMk into the bc.tt."'.Jion b~.ao nrcn l~t 1635 hrs. 2/2f.. Int (-) 
continw)d to secure L~>C J'ili.\jij nrc c.. B CQIlPa..,y 2/2S Inr rCT:"...ainod 'With C lJtry 2/13 
Ar·liy. 

On 7 Jul ut 2000 }\.rs B Company 1/16 Inf' beean to S&O east to vic XU 
773CY72, ·~J."'(")n north to XtJ775OS5, southwQst to XU750020, em. them nor-lil-t"lest to t.he . 
b:: ... t"~('JJ.on 'baso area closing at 1600 brs ,dth nogative contact. At 0059 bra the 
recOn plat,con 1/16 In.f co~uctoc1 0. cc.mbot tlssa'l11t into LZ l·,;p.,ay a.nd SlIfD northwest 
to tho b:':~t·~o1.ion base t~r3n closinr, at 1330 hrs \-lith n0go.tivo contact. The 1/16 
In! rCl'lrJ.ncd vic LOO NIrI!{ Airf.ield. At 0020 brs A CompanY' 2/2J!, Int' conducted a' 
cC!'!bo:t essaul t aroun.d t:10 villeffo vic l'117l2152.. A CO!'I1pnny i/2.e Int' searched the 
vlllage for VC c.ndVCS and ccmploteci the search at 1040 bra l-rlth negative reauJ.ts. 
A t1113 lIre a pntrr;l ~r(.n A Compc.ny 2/29 In£' :mado contc.ct with 5' VC' vic 7JJ7Cf1l.4? 
SA rold (I-';"t,y fire \-U:l.El pl~Qo(~ on 'liho VC and it ,.,asGst,j.ma:iied that 1 VC t·mB KiD ed 
.~.nd 1 ,·ro:m~1."c:l. rao pc.1..,L").L pursued the VO but they fled. At1430lu~s fl. Compnny' . 
2/Z3 1ni' found 3 h\'tt~ nnd 2 foxh.o1es vic XU705J.l~6 •. VC propp.ganda we.s f'o1)nd in the 
huta t'.ruI r2~Dtroyed. A com». any· 2/2S Inf' wa.s ext;ractod e.nd closed thG battalion base 
~'~ 16r:' hl'se 13 Cor:lpr.ny 2/'JJJ In!' conclucted extonsi"lopatr"lling and oontinued to 
SnCUl'0 CBt.ry 2/13 A:.'!'"y. . 

S JUly 1/16 Inf. camnanced ll'l.QVC"..mcmt by CV2 tdr craft from LOO [rl~m 
to '1iJ~N tOl.· At 14.30 brs a tr-!JJ) bogan to sh\.rli·;:.1o tho 1/16 In! to :QlJA.ll1' ,LOX The 
lc.s't Cl()!'len';;; of' 1/16 Int dopor.ted Loo NINII e, 1630 r.rs and. ,-,pan cl')sure into'tUAN 
1.01 c::"~-:: "r!r1cr oPea:,! of 'll-te 1st BriGade. 2/'?i3 Int a.t C1730 bogan clearing tho road 
f:r;om L::':C t-!I~m to XU691065 for I!tovoo.ont of' C Dtry 2/13 Arty. D1 0920 bre n Cmpan7 .... -" \ ~ ... , ,_... . I.'· ., . 

.. ... .L "Sa,_ •.. ~ .......... ..2l. .. ' 
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SUJ1JEOT: . Combat· Opernt!ons ArtorAction RciJPort (~.'iA.Cv/RCS/J31'J2) ',.' 'j.~I:',;, , , ,I: 
, ... , 'j" " ,:, 

2/:S In!" (-) had securod the ~stern portion ot tho route and the NCOn platoon and 
AT. platoc>rl ot 2/?J3 Int h..-w a:;cmr(id thC3 eastern par·tion ot the road. 0 'i/lJ Artr . 

, thencO!!U!Iancod thoir m.OVOInont.:to LOO NINl-I closil'.g at 1310 hrs •. n 2/';2..Int and the. 
recon p1~t·~on e10ng with the AT platoon c10snd LOO l'r.nm at 1405 brs ""ith negative 
contact. The 2/ttJ; Inf t'..ssU!:!od rcspollSibili ty tor tho sector vaca.ted by 1/16 ;£nt • 

. Tho 2/~ Int, roI'laincd vic LOO r?l]'r..~. . ..' '. . . 

" On 9 J14y t.."'o 2/213 Int continuod to prOvide socur.lty tor tho LOO NINH 
Airr1eld unci tho Dr:1ga.c1.o OP. The 2/~ I1".f disl'D:l;ched 4 platoon size patrols. ,All 

, patrols closod bo.ck into tho b(.l.tt~~ion 'b~JilO o.rcc. by 1320 brs ,,11th nogat1ve contact. 
The 2/?Bln!" and Driga.do OP re!.1ninocl vic ~OC lmm Airstrip. '. . 

'At 0330 1(' JUly 2/zj Int (-) began to sed) to vic XU702100. A Calptm1 
. 2/'lll Int (-) returrJJd to Loo NI!-n:I .Airstrip :!'.t 0032 hrs \-lith neBative contf..t.ct. At 

, OS5S 'bra one platoon trO!l 0 OO!"Cpe..ny' 2/213 In!' 58;) to vic XU765002. Tho Platoon ro­
tu't'licd to LOO ~J:NH at 1135 .... .rs l.n.th negative contact. 2/29 lnt, nnd Bde OP'rama1n­
ed vic LOO NItni nirf.io1d., 

.' .;oo '.' On 11 JUly 1966 at 0755 bra tho roconplc.t<Jon 2/'lJl Intbegan&'..owost 
. to':8i!:~atro1 base vic XU692092 llhe,:oe they conducted oxtensive po.tro1ling.The~c()D 
pl'n'l;oon returnodo.t 1335 hours "lith negative· contaot. At 0000 brs a plQtoon rromn . 

,Compe.lV' 2/28 In!' Degnn to S&:D S ·lUthea.st to vic XU76S06J.. B Company 2/:S Int c10saci ' 
, bo.c.lt into Loe lUNU at 1553 firs w5.th negative contact. At 0905 hra ona platoon from 
, 0 'C0!5P:'.ny' 2/al In!' bORon to S.~D to vic XU76510S ruld returned to LOO l'!I:-JI. o.t 131"!O hra 
. with ,n(~r~lltivo conta.ct. Tho 2/~ lnt ror.le.incc1, vicLC.c ,,:Ij::;: .l\irst1'ip. . 

. On 12 JUly 2/'?.!3 Int continued to provide s:;,ouri ty for the Br1.eadeCP 
and L':'C, NIlIt"H Airfio1d an¢l conc~\.'!.ctod 10cl'.1 ,socurl:t.y pntro1s. Tho 2/Zl Inf'antry also, 
condu.cW small. un! t. trdn11'lg in bnno. f-lnd arm. signals" i!l!l:!.e~.1~to action driDt.: nnd . 
woaj?on Bortling. The bo.t:tDlion rcmainoo vic LOO HI!\1TI Airfiold. .. 

, . On 13' '" ~ July at 0000 brs B Ocmp:r-.r17 2/213 Int (-) S&D to vic XU6920?S. 
D Ocr.pan, 2/'tS Int dElstroyed on Ohican greno.de, . (booby trap) vic XU'7lS104. B . 
Cor!pe.ny 2/2S Int (.) r~turn3d -i;o LPO ~l1l\'H nt 1512 brs. 'lh~ 2/~ Int rO!!1dne~ ~'o " 
LOC lttl:It airstrip ru.~ ,.1. th 30. 13tle CP. 

On 14 JUly tho. 2/2JJ Int continuocl to provide S(;)Cur1:tr" tho' LOO NINH 
Airr:tolC'. end con4uctod local flOc...lr1 ty pe.trols eround tho Loo lI.1:NU a.rOf.\~ A Oc:aPaD7 . 

. '2/21l Int WIle on t1 one hr alort as RRF tor tho ,A.~VN convoy betwen AN ,LOO and, too ' 
NINi.I. Tho 3d BdG CP moved to Llll KllE at lU300 July. Tho Bde TAO OP ~o.imd vic' ,', 
LOO ).~}r.ri Airfield. The l/lS' Infantry replaoed the 2/28 c.n<1 the 2d Brigade aSlM!led 
respons:tb1l1t7 tor tho LOO l.Jn:u a"t"~a, thus ending Oporation EL PASO II. 

).2. REStJ1 .. l§, 

e.. Friendly Losses: 

:3 Juno 
4 Juno 
5 June 

9 WlA, 2 KIA 
10 i-1IA 5 KIA 
2 WIA ' 
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i VI) ;:"~\','T'.,...c , r', "r'\ 20 August 1 i)66 
SLr-;\JZeT: Ccmbe.t Opors,t.iuns Aft:)T Action Report (l'i";Aav/RC~/.i3/32) 
, . . ' :/) . 8 June 

9 June 
11 June 
12 Juno 
11l- J'I,'!Il{l 

:~,5 ': ~Y-'10 
23 ~ll~nc 

2l~ Juno 
~6 J1.tnc 
29 .TunG 
5 ~·\1.1'Y 
7 JUly 
9 e1'I)~y 
10 July 
13 July 

16 iIL\, 1 KIA 
l/t,\'!'Ih 

.,"'~ 

T(;TAL: 

b.. 3nortlY' Losses: 

5 Juno 
6 Juno 
n June 
10 Juno 
11 Juno 

12 June 
13 June· 
14 Juno 
17 June 
1[3 June 
20 J'unc 
22 JtUl13 

24 Juno 

25 June 
26 June. 

2e June 
29 J1.1.na 

30 Juno 
1 July 
2 .J\.1ly 
4 JulY' 

. "1 Jul.;:? 

TOTAL: 

33 HIA, 33 KIA 
1 l.JIA 
lliJIA 
1 tfJlft 

l, ':ilA, 1 KIA 
111UA 
6 (.rIA 
2 ,~r.A. 

If WIA, 2. KIA 
It-lwIA, 12 KIA 
9 ~JIA., :3 KIA 
:3 :dIA 

IMInA 59 KIf. 

1 KIA (00), 17 VCS, 15 rounds Sllm mortar 
1 vas . 
105 KIA (DC), 100 KIA (Est), ono 57 rr, 1 AK47 
1 RIA (nc), 1 Ch5.ccr.c. AlQ" rii'le capturGd· 
100 l".IA (BC), 1 WC, 1 GO:T."nlnn 7 to 92 11G, 1 RRG-2, 1 
Chicl"lE! oarbine, Z7 rounds 60mm morter, 1 60 mor~r 
:3 VCS 
12 rounds 8~ wor~~ 
1 vcs 
2 vee, :3 VOS, 1 us cc.rbine, 1 rifle grcnoAe le.W'obor 
250 lbs onlt destr.oyed 
34 vas 
4 RPG-2 rounds end, gO rov.nds 7.62 ammunition ca.nt'lll'Od 
1 VCS, 109 rounds 30 cal e.,"ll!.1unition, 1 AT r.nlt 1 AP 
Mine, miscellanooUs onuipmsnt dostroyod. 
3 vas, 3 rounds 6Qun =Ilortar 
5 KIA (30), 15 KIA (l'oa), 1 l1us.dc.n carbino, 1 PRG-2 
!'ockct lnunchor wi"th 1 round, 400 rounds .".62 eJnTI'.= 
tion 
1 sul::>ra:!.chino (tun 
1 IGA (i:3C) t 1 Ves,·l MJ. rino, 10.5 tons. rico, 2 
bicycles 
1 KIA (nC),l vas 
25 tons rice 
1 vec 
2 KIA (r£) t 1 (Est) 
2 KIA (Est), 4 VCS 

224 KIA (BC) , 118 m (Est), 3 vee, ;2 VCS 

"--~--,-----.-.---------- .. -.-~-- .. --------.-.. - .. ,----
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Aotion Report (MACV/RCS/J3/32) . '~f.4' i 

13. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

The logistioal base for the' 3d Brigade Task For~e was looated at . 
the Brigade base camp in LAI KHE 1'01" the entire operatiqn.. TheBrigade· el9. 

. monte were resupplied daily by CV2 to the forward logistical bliSe and from 
there to the forward bases.b,r t~~D r.elicoptcr as required. Maintenance 
control teams "rere provided by the direc.t support un! t, C Cr::np~ '7Olot 
MaintGnanco BattaJ.ion, E-q,uiptnent whiciI could not be repaired or repla,ce4 aa . 

'. Ej1 to we.a exchanged from the bllse camp. ViCdical service was prov:t.ded b7 
B Ccmpan1lst Hedical Be.t·~ali(:m. '~rll'''' surgery team attached/provided the 
mQi\1cal fe.c11H,y ,nth the capabilitY' of perf'omng major surge17.Pat1onto 
were evacuated :: .. s required. No major logisticcl problems wero encountered. 

14. SPECIAL EQUIPMENT ~ TECHNIQUE'S: 

a. The techniquo of cordon and searoh of a villago was almost 
perfected in the operation bY' the 2/2S Infsntry on 20 June. The essenUa3. . 
points to be stressed are: 

(1) Cordoning the' village -.d thout being detected. 

(2) Psy/Ops broadcasts to o:xplainto the people what 1s 
happoning. and what theyehould do. 

(3) A rea.dy airmobile RRF to block oscape. of any personnel 
'Who slip the cordon. 

(4) A black list of known or suspected ve. 
(5) ARVN assistance and distr1.ct assistanoe in $aarching a~d 

questioning. 

personnel. 
(6) A definite techblque of questioning and identi1)1ng ell 

(7) MEDCA P and civic action aotivities. 

b. The US Air Force MEDEVAC halicoptere lIere used to evacuate 
. wounded trom donse rubber treQs on 11 June 1966. 

l~e CCMMANDERI S' ANALYSIS: 

Some lessons learned during Operation EL PASO II were: 

. . . a. . The VC attempted to fortify' the high ground around. LOO NINH 
in preparation for an attack on that tOWlle Extensive patr0lling not alii.,. 
detected'these va fortifi.oations but deoisively defeated a va battalion 
and disrupted VO plans~ The oost defense is aggressive and continuous patrol-
ling to insure the enemy canno'::' move in and build up for an attack. " 

I 
I 

. i 
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b. Air traffio oontrol was furnished by Pathfinders from the 
,1st AViation Battalion. Reo01'!lI!lend a P~.thfinder tea.'I1l be attached to the 
3d Brigade when it is necessary to support a fixed airfield. Minimum. 
equi~ent necessary will include rtln1iro.y lights and radio cOlllm:um.cations 
1.c:~.N~1 FM and UHF capabill ties. Person.."lel should not be rotated throughout 
t~ operation wi-/jhout proper coordination with Brigade Headquarters. 

c. Vlhen Air Force aircraft are utilized to lift elements of tb18 
Brigade it is imperati Vel that an air combat oontrol team. be este.blished at . 
both th.e poiJ:it of er:lburkation and the point of def:inrkat1on. This is not 
onl7 to haw adequr.te control to prevent a serious accident but to be able 
to' rr.t-ro intr'~ructions to tho pilots-sa 0:13 to':".!:!.ake'l(),-"\ding .. a1ld··Ufl1badi~ more 
ef'f'ic1ent. 

do The FAO' s need a radio with the oapabili ty of covering the . 
saI:1ei'requency range as the ground. troops. All command frequencies of 
u.ni ts 'Wi t}!.in the 3d Brigade except the Brigade Oommand Frequency are above 
51~O MO FM ~mich puts them out of range of the present FAC radios. Itis 
necassal'7 for the FAO to be able to mon:! tor the actions of the ground oom­
manders in order to understnnd "That is going on and en'.lbling ~ to provide 
much better cl oae ::lir support With much grea tar assurance IS of troop saret:r. 

't .• 

~~-~- --to Vv\ Y\A ~). , I 
SIDNEY !of MARKS ' ........... 
Colone~, Infantr,y 

Copies Furnishedl 

MACV J2 
MA.CT 
Oommander 2d Air Division 
Oommanding General 1st In.t Div 

Commanding 
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. ;'€OW"[)~Nr'AL 
HEII.DQUAHTERS 

.. 1 ST IRfANTI~Y DIVISION ARTILLiRY 
, APO USforccs 96345 

. '. . 
23 : 'September 1966 

Combat Ope.ratiol;1s After Action Report (liAV/!ltCS/J3/'32) 

Conunand Channels 

Comrranding General 
1 st lrifantry Bivision 
ATTN: G3 
APO US Forces 96345 

, :-. 

",' . ", 

:" 

1. (U) Opefation EL PASO II/III - security, search &-tddestx:>1.· 

2 •. (U) 2 June 1966 - 3 Sep 1966. 

:3. ' (C) CONCEPT Of" OPERII.TION:, 

.. ' a. Artillery Support 
" 

, ' 1st In! Div Arty '.,', ,'" ,'C01~}rarlin \-;. Camp 
2/13 Arty ,(_) ': ' '~t. 901. Gerald E. :ttobinson 
DS 1 st Bde (9" June-28 June) with -, . 
Cf2/33 Arty atchd (9 ,June-28 June) ", 
D/1/5 Arty atchd (13 June-27 June) , ", 
B/8/6 ,trty atchd (10 .June-18· June) w/fires ,-'; 
controlled: by Di v Arty, . 

',2/33 . Arty (_) Lt. Col. Frank l~. Time (2 
, " Junc-15 July), ' 

DS 3d Bde(2 June-1,6 July) With " ,Lt., Col. 'c!ames'R. Koenig 
,C/2/13 Arty atchd (6 June-16 July) (15 July-16 JUly) 
C/1/7 Arty atchd (8 June-27 June)' , ' , , 

" B/1/5 Arty atchd (27 June-16 July)" ' 

,8/6 Arty (_) , Lt. Col. Jom .tt. M.cGiffert 
, GS (1 8 June-27 June) (6 July-17 July) 

DS '2/18 Inf (27 June-6 July), with :, 
'" C/1/7 Arty atchd (27 June-8 July) with 

B/l/5 Arty (-) (3-how) atchd (1 July-
.2 ,July) , 

,',: A/2:/33 Arty -atchd (30, June-4 July) 
" 1/LHAA (17 July-21 Aug) , 

, ", ' 0/a/6 Arty atchd (27 June-3 Se:p) 
, ,B/a/6 Arty atcM (9 June-:VSep)' 

1/5 Arty (-) ,Lt> eoi.'Dav1dC!Rogers 
DS 1 st Bde (6 July-1 6 JulJr) witb 
A/1/5 Arty atchd ,(6 July-11 July) 

, A/2/33 Arty,atchd (6,July-1J J~) 
C/1/7 Arty atchd (8 July-1~ .July) , 
B/1/7 Arty atchd (13 July-16, July) 

-E'en\! P, D,E N',,-A'L' "')::" .::'.~:,' 

" . 

" .', 

,~ .'. 

'., ",' .. ", '. t} ".. ..... ' ,r . 
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1 /7 Arty ( .. ) . , ,".;,' . ',' ' Lt. Col. Carroll S. Heek 
DS 2Ci Bda (17 July-1 6 Aug)' With' 
B/l/7 AIiyatchd (17 July~2o' Aug)' 
A/1 /5A.rty· atchd '(17 July-16 Aug) 
B/2/33 Arty at'~'hd (17 July-l Aug) 

b. Deplo:.vment: Artillery support "las provided by assigning 
105mm Bns in direct support of the Brigades. These ertillery battalions 

, varied in size from tl>10 to four batteries. For certain special operations 
,a Battalion (-) or one' battery 1.>las attached to a single infantry batt a­
,lion. The deployment a.nd fires of the direct support artillery units were 
controlled by the supported unit (for details see appropriate Brigade 
reports). General support and reinforcing artillery "Tas provided by 155mm 
and 8 inch howitzers from the '8/6 Arty. The:> GS and GSi-:. artillery batteries 
were positioned at varioustini.es in the AN LOe - 'JUAN LOI - CHON THANH 
base camp' areas, or, for special one or two day operations, moved to for­
"lard field positions ,to provide support; such as frol'!1. 7-11 July when the 
8/6 Arty wa.s located at "artillery position 1" and firsd in support of 
1 st Bde convoy ambushed on 9 July. The GS artillery fires ... rere controlled 
by the forward element of Division Artillery. For some special operations 
the 8/6 Arty was assigned a direct support mission. ' 

c. "Fire Support Coordination: Boundaries between AO" s "rere 
established as fire coordination lines. The Di v Arty Fire Support Element 
moved forward and wasco-loc3.ted with the DiVision TOe. 

d. Army Aviation Support: Division Artiller.y Aviation Seotion, 
,;augmented with one 0-lF aircraft from the 74th Aviation CompaI\V" provided 
, aerial observatj,.on over oonvoys and Brigade areas of operation during day- , 
light hours. Radio relay" artillery adjustment" re con and command liaison 
"lere performed as requi:rcd. 'The aircraft \'lFere maintained and operated from 
'Division ~~iller.y field locations. Aircraft requiring major repair or 
,intermediate maintenance 'and inspection were replaced with ai~craft avail­
,able at the PHU LOI base' camp., Total hours flown on operation ELPASO , ' 
II/III are as follows: 

, " ... : 

OH-13's 
Q-1F 
Tot.al 

1008 hrs 
J..2L hrs 
1159 hra 

e.' Artiller.y Farmng to, Aircraft: . Artiller.y /mortar advisor.y 
was provided by each Brigade in their respective areas of operation. Each 
direct support battalion provided information to the·Brigade advisor.y 
center. Advisor.y information for the QUAN LOI and AN LOe area was provided 
by the air traffic controllers from the 1 st Avn En. This headquarters 
controlled all artillery in the QUAN LOI/AN LOC area and fo'rwarded ,the 
advisor.y information to the air traffic controller" The system was con­
sidered to' be adequate,.' ' 

l' • Artillery LNO' sand FO' s: Direct support artillery batta­
lions provided LNO' s and FO' s to the supported. unit. 8/6th Arty and Di v 
Arty provided LNO' s to ARVN. 

g. Div Arty Base Organi~ation and Security: CO HHB Div Arty 
was responsible f"r organization of the Div Arly base and coordination of 
security with the 2d Bn, 1 ~h In1;antry while in the forward base areas. 

" .' 
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Operations After Action Report (lfJACV/p.,cs!J3132) . Combat 

h, l1etro: Electronic ,met messaces w'ere received from. the Div 
A.!"t.y net sect.ion at PHU LOI (u.ntil it became inoperable) and from PHUOC 
7um and eu CHI. A visual flight team li,'aS available in the \,JUAN LOI area., 
This te2..'!l cor:x'ected the electronic met messap:es with actual "and data at, 
(,)JAN 1,oL This cOrl'ection was not al'irays c'tccomplished due to the weather 
j:;wltations ,on visual met observations. Hm'JC;ver, in most cases" the 
eL:ctronic ' met proved very, satisfactory., 

i •. Control and Clearances of fires: Div Arty, ,and each direct 
3U.I1Jporl' Bn' cleared fires with the ARVN headqua.rters neare3t their loca­
tions r():i;~ their responsible units.· Bde and En AO IS ,.rere cleared as free 
fire ar'eas prior to eonduct of anoperat.ion~ 

j. Artill.ery Preparation F:'Lres on 1,Z'5:' . Preparations 'Viere 
planned and executed by dir~ct support battalions and reinforced on-call 
by general support artilleI"',f.'. Units conducted registrations or fired 
check round.s in the vicinity of L2'6 prior to firing preparations., 

4. (U) EXECUTION:-For narrative summary of operations see approprl.a~e 
Brigade :i.'eports~ 

5., (u) Breakout of an'J!1Unition expenditures and artille:r.v missions are 
included in Brigade reports.. The 8/6 Arty while in a GS role tired 14,25~ 
rounds HE, .344 rounds VP and 284 rounds Illum of 155nnn and 9,449 rounds 
ot 8 inch during 4,282 missions. (87 registrations, 3,080 H&I,' 371 anti .... 
pers.c;mnel, 270 anti-equipment an~ 474 others). 

6" (0) AtlNINIS'rRATION: 

a. Participa.ting Strength: 

Div Arty (-) . 
a/6th Arty (-) 
2/33d Arty' (-) 
2/13th Arty (-) 
1/5'Gh Arty (-), 

. 1/7thArty (-) 

60 
299 
249 
318 
289 
220 

End ot ·Operation 

100 
264 
249 
316 
278 

.214 '" 

. Casualties 

1 WlA 
.0 

° 2.WIA 
o 
o 

b. Awar,da and Decorations: Div Arty personnel received 177 
a.wards and decorat~ons tor actions during EL PASO II/In~ 

7. (C) INTELLIGENCE/CIVIL AF~A:i:RS: 

a. Intelligence and Civil Affairs: 1 st Infantry Divis~on 02 
an.d Brigade S2' s provided the intelligence· support' before and during the 
nperatiori. A great deal of low level intelligence information was recej.vfj(.! 
from the Special Forces CtllIlpS at AN LOC, LOC NINll and SONG BE· and also 

. some ARV1~ authorities at sector ~nd village level. 

b. Surveillanc'e: Electronic surveillance equip."D.ent was n~ 
. empl.oyed by Div Arty. Red Haze and SLAR flights provided targets which 
'''lere fired on by artillery;.' Surveillance of target a.reas and suspect 
locations "ras accomplished by aerial observers during times of good 
visibili ty ~ , 

i , .. 
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S. (C) LOGISTICS AND SUPPLY: 

.. ,a. General: Logistical· sU:pport. of the artillery elements during 
· the operation (particularly durin8 EL PASO' II) was complicated by frequent 
cross atta.chment of batteries" both divisional and non-divisional, !'l'om 

, their parent battalion to' other battalions and by attachment to infantry 
elements. The frequent movement and change in assignment resu~ted in 

· delays and.misrouting of some supplies. This adverse condition ,..ras par-
... tia,lJ.y' compensated for by having all artillery trains elements operate 

from J..AI KHE and coordina.te closely and directly on logistical supporl. 
,The Div Arty 54 section acted as a clearinghouse end radio relay stl:l.tion 
in an effort to keep parts and supplies moving to the proper battery • 

. 
b. Ammunition was supplied by a combina.tion of mE}ans. 'The 

basic requirement was fu1.filled by Air Force C-12') or C-1 ')0 lift from 
BIEN HOA tQ the: airstrip closest. to each battery position. The ammunition 

.. "ras then shuttled to the battery by vehicle or helicopter~ This system 
was supplemented by a large initial overland movement of ammunition from 
LONG BINH· to CHON THANH when the GS battalion wa.s corrnnitted. On two . 

· occasions ammunition wa,s lifted from base stocks at LAl KHE directly to " 
'Qa.ttory positions. This base stock was subsequently replaced by Air Force 
lift from.BIEN BOA. Movement of ammunitions to and from the LZ fS by heli­
copter became mo~e e1'fe,;:'l:,i ve and less time consuming as A 22 containers 
and slings became available. At the close of EL PASO II, the Div Arty 
5-4 could move, 1000 rounds of prepackaged ammunition to any position 
within one hour. 

c. Other supplies: The operation of a single logisti. cal base 
and the responsiveness of the S&T elemant there resulted in excellent 
support of the fo~~ard elements. The only problem concerning these sup­

.. plies was caused by the frequent movement and cross attachment as dis-

. cussed abov~. . , 

d. Maintenance: Company 0, 701 st l-:iaintenance Battalion provided 
'outst$nding direct' support maintenance and be.ck-up organizational main-

tenance for the fOfWard elements. . 

. . e. ,}1edical: l-iedical support. 'of artillery unj.ts was provided by 
, organic· mediC}.ll:l sections.' Medi,cal evacuation" was to the nearest clearing· 
location or to a specific medical facility in special cs.ses. Non-emergency 
cases were evacuated routin~ly 'by resupply aircraft. . , 

f. Transportation: Sufficient ground transportation means were 
introduced into the operational area to satisfy artiller,y requlrements 
and, to a large extent, ful1'ill the short haul requirements of various 
infantry and support elements. Aerial resupply worked 1Ile11 despite ba.d 
weather. and soft airstrips • 

. g;. ,Summary: 'Logi~tical support of'the 1st Infantry Division 
. Artillery: in this rapidly moving opera'l:,ion was adequate e 

9 .. , (C)· OO}~rum:CATIONS: The RC-292 antenna 1'1as elevated an additional 
24 feet-by 'using a mast kit (AB ?35/0) and stakes· (GP-2). This helped 
~ereome the effect of· heavy vegatation and dampness and provided a good 
readable signal to about .50 IT'.:iles. A system of mou.nting radios in the 
CF. . tent w.i.thout the use of ren:otes "lB,S employed and. prov-ed very effective. 
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~ o~ (0) MIIDICAL: 

a.. (I~.,tpatient~ During the op~rat;ion of the Div Arty medica,l 
I:tta S€H~tion in -;-,he fOr'W'e..l.~d area from 9 .,Ju:he t.o 28 July a total of 202 
,,·,t ients '~J'el'e t.x'eat,ed as follmvs: 

URI 
Skin t1J .. sease 
Go.stl'v intestinal 
VD 
Pos!5i.hlG lM.lar:ia 

Il.'.:~-~}.J.".Le$ 

O\:.rIH' 
Vietnamese Nationals 

57 
34 
1L~ 
5 
1 
.3 

6'1 
20 
7 

O:f the injuries, there vwre only five that were injured fl·om hostile 
actions. 

b. Field S:-urLtation: Sanitation and mess facilities ",are 
generally adequate but l.'p,quired constant attention. 

11. (C) CONCLUSIONS AIID LESSONS LEARNED: 

a. Conclusion: Artillery adequately and contintlously supported 
the oper.:>.tion. 

b. Lessons Lee.rned: 

(1 ) Combined artillery-air operations can be . conducted . 
simultaneously in the same area.· Detailed pre~planning to include the 
establishment of safe air corridors allowed the continuation of artillery 
preparations during airmobile operations. The establishment of firecoor­
clination lines "lith artillery employed on one side and air on the other 

'enha.nced this continuous fire support capabi.lit,y. 

(2) Infantry arid armored cavalry pll.l.toon sergeants81'1d 
platoon le~.ders must be thoronghly trained in artillery adjustment and 
observer procedure. This is essential so tha.t they can call for artille:ry 
fires ",hen their assig:nEld artillery fonrard observer is wounded or out 
of· action •. 

(3) Use of 'airborne artillery observers proved effective. 
They ,,'ere able to rapidJ.y repo .. "t ground activity not detectable by per­
sonnel on the ground ar..(~ provided accurate and timely observed artillery 
support to. the ground gaining arms .. 
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. . (4) Habitual association ot units should be maintained 
.. in the ,interest of unity of effort and timel;1 response to ol'ders. Only 

. in. cases of tactical necessity should batteries be attached to I",Ither . 
than their parent UJ.'1it. 

FOR THE COHMANDER: 

DISTRIBUTION: 
1st Inf Div (03) - 25 
23d Ar'~y Gp ... 6 
1/5 Arty ... ; 
8/6 Arty ... 6 
1/7 Arty - ; . 
2/33 Arty ... ; 

.. 

I 

/s/Thona,s ],1. BClWes 
It/THOMJ\S H. BOilES 

NajQr., Artillery 
Adju~e.nl', 
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