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HEADQUARTIRS 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION : C e v
' APO San Franclsco 9631.;5 o , T

COMBAT OPERATIONS AFTER ACTION REPORT | SRR B
OPERATION EL PASO II/II% o DR

1., NAME AND TYPE OF OPERATION: 1st Infantry D1v1s1on Operation o AR ,]“;‘ '
EL PASO. II7III - Search and Destroy, Base Camp and Airfield Security, . ST o
and ROADRUNNER operation, Reference: Maps Vietnam, 1:50,000 sheets

624, I, 624,51, II, 62&6 I, II, 6345 I, II, III, IV, 63h6 I, 11, III,

IV 6!;1;.6 I1I, IV,

I i I"‘ W VI
2. DATES‘ OF OPERATION° 021&301—1 June - 031200H September 1966
_— B S .

" 3. GENERAL: On 2 June 1966, IT Field Force V:.etnam dlrected Operation
EL PASO I1/III commenced under control of the. 1st Infantry Division.
The initial area of operation covered.the area vieinity of the %alrfg.eld
and ARVN compounds around LOC NINH in BINH LONG Province. :As-the opera-
tion developed and 1st Infantry Division strength was -built -up, forces +
were deplored on operation throughout BINH LONG and portions of PHUOC
LONG Provinces, - The general area of operation for BINH LONG Province
is-at Annex D. Three other areas of operat:.on ‘were established-as the .
eneny threat was countered.-!The-SONG HE-AO is at Annex E. ' Areas’of
operation were established a¥ound MINH THANH (Annex F) and the area in
which the ra:.d on the rice cache was conducted (Annex G).

Im,tlally the operat,:.on consisted ‘of one brigade isent upon d;lrect:.on
of Commanding General ITFFORCEV and at the request of Connnandmg General, : _
5th Division (ARVN): to -defend the LOG NINH‘area against:-the possibility ‘ "
 of attack by the 9th VC Division. By mid June, a two brigade (reinf) ' : i
operation, was .being conducted to:Edcdte drd ‘destroy. VC forces and.
installations, Brigades operated in as51gned areas and moved rapidly
to successive areas to e.Xploit 1ntelligence on VC troop and supply
:.nata;l.latlons. .. L
a. .;'h@ reportmg offlcer for th:.s report is' Hajor General W1lham B,
DePuy,, Comanding General, 15t Infantry D:.v:.s:.on. :
b, Task Orgam.zat:.on. Control of the operation was exercn.sed by :
Headquarters, 1st, InfantryyDivision,: operating from a tactical command
© * post,. .The initial taskf organization is listed below, Due to the large
and frequent changes in task organization, these changes are shown as L
they. occurred daily in paragraph 7, Execut:.on. .Commanders are shown _ o

at Annex Mo oo ) ‘
: 3d Brigade Task Force (2 Jnne) B COL William D, Brodbeck
_HHC, 3d Bde (=) - o e

:“ ,,2d Battal:.on, 28th. Infantry W LTC Kyle. Y. Bowie -
, e (2 Jun - 14 Jul)
. . LTC Thomas H., Jones
ST I S o (I A - 11 Aug)

e oo~ . LTC Elmer D; Pendleton Jr.
24 Batta.lion, 33d Arty (-) AR
D Troop, 1st -Sadn, 4th Cavalry

h INTELLIGENCE:

| a.'" N:Lesion' :
‘ o
(1) In conaunctxon with other MACV agenc:l.es irl ‘the f:l.eld, the 1st -
Infantry D}vis:.on conducted Operatlon ‘EL. PASC ' ’III from 2 June thru .-

mrmvus S
12 YEARS. _ -j- L
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’ ‘3 September 1966 The intelligence objective was to est:.mate Ve strengths, ﬂ"
1ocat:.ons, dispositions, and anticipated situations in the objective area,
prior to the operation. Special attention was to be directed to determine

- Vthe valldlty and source of current 1nformation, if security would permit,

(2) In the course of the operation, MACV desired pertinent intelli-
gence 2s to the identity of VC units encountered, to include an overlay
of the locations encountered, military characteristics of the area of
.operations, the effects of weather, deseriptions of the type of fortifi- -
. cations encountered, and the methods used to destroy them or deny their

use to the enemy. Sketches or drawings of such fortifications were
desired when possible. :

" b, Events Prior to the Operation'

(1) - On 26 April 1966, a rallier from the 2d Battahon, -273d Regiment
stated that the regiment was moving 'to War Zone C for rest and resupply. -
He also stated that the 271st Regiment would follow. At this time the
1st Infantry Division was deployed in War Zone C. ' :

(2) 1In late April captives and ralliers in PHUOC LONG Province o
indicated the 141st and 250th Regiments had also J.ni‘:l.ltrated in the o
BINH IDNG PHUOC LONG Prov:.nce area, - . : :

_ (3) On 3 May 66, a notebook taken from a rear element of 272d
Regiment indicated the regiment would be :mvolved in an offensive
operation in the LOC NINH area, :

(h) On 5 May 66, vic XU 8170, a member of the reconnaissance -element -
of - 271st Regiment was killed and his personal notebook captured. Trans=—'
lation disclosed the following information: A possible four regiment
attack on LOC NINH (XU 7308) involving 271st, 272d, and 273d Regiments
and the 101st NVA Regiment/325th Division. The reconnaissance element
of 271st Regiment had been conductlng reconnaissance and a battle-field
- study in the vicinity LOC NINH since 10 April 1966, On the nights of

6-thru'8 May the units were to move to their battle p051tn.ons and attack ‘
as follows'-- . . .

(a) "101st Regiment/325th attack I.OC NINH Spec:.al Forces Camp,
(b) 273d Regiment is to attack LOC NINH Subsector Headquarters°

R

(c) 272d Regiment was to set up block:.ng pos:.tions to ambush
friendly reinforcaments- and . 3

(d) 271st: Reg;j.ment wa.s to attack TICH THIEN subsector and then

- -assist 272d Regiment in ambushing reinforcements, Indications were

that' the document was not a plant a.nd was a personal notebook belong:.ng
to a member of "271st Regiment. ' o

(5) on 16 May a PW said the 16th Reg:.ment was located vic; YU 25!4,1
A returnee earlier reported the 1nf11tra,tlon of the 16th Reg:.m=nu into .
the PHUOC LONG - BINH LONG Province areg, The 16th Regiment it 2iso
known as’ (AKA) for' the 101st NVA Reglment/325th D:Lv:\.s:l.on.

(6) On 17 May 66 an ARVN M:Lke Forpe made contact w:.th an estimated
VC battalion vie XU 580k, The:2d:-Battalion; 9th Regiment (ARVN) was
. dispatched to assist the Mike Force ang it also made contact with an
est:unated VC battalion. I

B e
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(7) On 20 May the 3d Brigade, 1st Infantry Division deployed forces

to LOC NINH,

Ce Significant Engagements:

“

(1) On 081430 June Troop 4, 1st Squadron, Lth Cavalry was moving .
north on National Route 13 when anrair‘obsérver flying over the convoy
spotted VC along the road vic XT 7676;-.Troop A engaged the VC, Later

- that afternoon.the 2/18th Infantry and a 5th Division ARVN APC unit joined o :

in battle, By 1800H. the VC had fled southwest...VC.losses were 93 KIA
(BC) 250 KIA (Prob), A VCC ‘one 57mm ﬁﬁ, one RPG—2 .30 small arms, ‘78
grenades, and a conslderable amount’ of individual equ:.pment. The VC

- unit was identified as.272d Regiment. The Commanding Officer of the

1st Battalion,’ 272d Reglment yas killed during the battle and a document

cqee.
. LR AN

found on’ the body was a. eketch of the, ambush plan, , It showed. tpe three o
battahons of the J;egiment anng the west 'side.of; Route 1 3. 1

l

L (2) From 9 t ] June only small groups of Vf‘ were encountered.

The.2/2d Infantry illed ‘one VC ‘'and captured’ one rifle at-101343H vic '

XT.7175., .. Documents .on the body indicated the, VC was from 272d Regiment ,
The" 'l/hth Cavalty killed one.VG on'101000H vic.XT. 7941, Mith the. prospect
of more significant engagements the 1st, Brlgade was moved, to MINH ‘;‘HANH
(XT 64,88) and ‘the division CP deplayed, to AN LOC (xr 7586) .

(3) At 110735H the platoons of Company A, 2/28th Infantry made con-"

tact with a VC platoon vic XU 708098, The VC fled north,- Information
indicated a VC company vic XU.710100. A and B Companies, 2/28th Infan-...
try and a 'CIDG platoon maneuvered against.the VC.. . Company C, 2/2$th .

~ Infantry, with the recon. platoon, located another VC company vic XU,

722112, Heavy fighting continued throughout the day. . The VC were J.n
trenches and bunkers w:.th overhead cover, Both VC pos:.t:.ons were over-
run by 1730H and the VC'fled through intense artillery fires, VC losses

_were 98 VC KIA (BC), 150 V¢ KIA (Prob), one VCC, one 60mm Mortar, one;

RPG-2, one MG-34 machinegun, one SKS CHICOM Carbine, one DH-10 Claymore

. mine, twenty-seven &0mm Mortar rqunds, four RPG-2 grenades, 12 CHIGOM. ..

grenades, 900 rounds of SA ammo,:medical supplies and personal equipment.
Documents found in the bdttle-area identified the 707th Bettahon, 27,3d

. s
H MY
oy W

(h) At (1 31110!-! June, a rall:.er surrendered at LOC NINH. The
rallien stated he was from the 7tk Battalion,. 3d Regiment. which is an
AKA for the 707th Battalion, 273d Regiment, engaged by 2/28th 'In.t‘antry
in tha.s area on 11 Juie, . L et RIE T

(5) on 141 6OOH the 1 /hth Cavalry, while escqrt:.ng an’ ARVN con\roy .
rece:wed fire from both flanks vic XT 794,943, 'J;he 1/4en Gavalry engaged
the VC,  VC losses were seven VC KIA (BC), two M-1 Carb:.nes, hO CHICOM .
ha.nd grenades, a.nd one CBU, .. R N R SOUIN TN

., (6) On 151508!-[ June ‘the 2/@6, Infantry destroyed a la,rge base camp
vic XTI 690551, It conta,:.ned 60 l?ui.ldings,, 16 huts, . several mess hally,
a rif],e fange, six ‘kitchens with underground smoke vents, a grenade .
training’ course ‘3 ‘hleacher area for 1,00 pqople, and fwo wells, Docu=
{ he camp had letter Box numbers HF9383A (4th Company,

2724 Regiment) This was the. second a.argeet 2724 Regimental baee camp
found in the LQNG NGUYEN area, .. R , S

(7) On 171415H a patrol from 2/28th Infantry attacked a VC check ‘
point guarded by seven VG vic XU 736135, . VC losses were two VC WIA
(one captured), one carb:me, 125. rounds SA ammo, ong grenade launeher,

. Tt e
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-~ two grenades, and medical supplies. A nearby village was searched, One

VC was found with an old bullet wound in the thigh and a VC rallied in

the village, The captured VC was a member of a local guerrilla unit.

He indicated he was willing to point out other VC in the area, Early

on the morning of 20 June the 2/28th Infantry, with the captured VC,

* cordoned and searched the village vic XU 742123, One VC committee
leader and one local guerrilla were’captured, ‘

~ (8) On 21 June the 2/16th Infantry made a heliborne assault on a - -
VC supply base. vic XT 445540 which had been targeted during Operation-
BIRMINGHAM, This raid is discussed in Annex H, X

(9) On 240950H June the 1/4th Cavalry and elements of the 2/18th
Infantry engaged an unknown number of VC vic X1 764726, The VC fled.
‘The VC losses were two VC KIA (Prob), one CHICOM carbine, one ROG-2, -
_ 254 rounds SA ammo, one grenade, one A/P mine and one-A/T mine.

(10) On 260005H, & 2/18th Infantry patrol engaged an estimated VC
- company vic XT 808898, A platoon moved to reinforce the patrol and it
made contact with a VC force of unknown size approximately 1,000 meters
‘west of the patrol, The VC broke contact at approximately OLOOH. VC
losses were five VC KIA(BC), 21 VC KIA (Prob), one RPG-2, one CHICOM
carbine, five CHICOM grenades, 620 rounds ammo, and numerous items of
personal equipment. There were four other contacts during the day. At
"1130H an armed CH~47 helicopter killed five VC (BC) and destroyed one
+50 cal MG vic XT 421149, At 1305H a C-A7 received ground fire vic
- -XT 695425, - Airstrikes were placed in the area resulting in five VC KIA
- (BC) and 15 VC KIA (Prob), At 1915H the 2/16th Infantry engaged an
unknown number of VC in the trees vic XT 448540 resulting in 11 VC KIA
(Prob). At .2000H an armed CH-47 helicopter killed two VC (BC) and
- destroyed one sampan vic YU 253127, S

-~ (11) On 300930H June the 1/4th Cavalry received AW and mortar fire -
along Route 13 vic XU 723030, They were soon heavily engaged as a large
. VC force attempted to split the column, The 2/18th Infantry was immed-  °
.. iately committed to the battle along with an ARVN APC troop and a company

"+ of the 2/9th ARVN Battalion. The VC broke contact at ‘1630H, the rapid-

reaction by US Forces prevented the VC from making a search of ‘the battle

' area, VC losses were 270 VC KIA. (BC), 300 VC KIA (Prob), nine VCC, 23
. crew served weapons (including: .50 cal MG, RPG~-2, 59mm RR, mortar),

e 40 smald arms, 1,630 rounds of SA ammo,:three RPG-2 grenades and one -

'PRC-10, ", Interrogation of captives and translation .of documents showed
all three battalions of the 271st Regiment participated in the battle,
Captives indicated the regiment had left its personal equipment (cooking
‘utensils, hammocks, clothing etc.) in the regimental camp'vic SROC CON
TRANG (XT 5785). One captive .indicated the camp was a 15 minute walk
from the SAIGON River vic SROC CON TRANG. The VC.were withdrawing to
the west toward the SROC.TRANG area., Only three to four days rice was
carried with the regiment, The 2d Battalion, 271st Regiment performed
the reconnaissance and prepared the battle area for the regiment,
Pursuit of the VC fleeing the battle accounted for another 23 VC KIA
(BC), two VC KIA (Prob), two VCC, and some small arms captured, During
the battle on. 30 June.vic XU 723020.the commander of the 3d Company, 2d
. Battalion, 271st Regiment was killed and his notebook recovered., It
indicated he was given an order on 28 June to gather rice for three
'.days and prepare for battle on 30 June., . His mission was stopping a

- convoy and destroying six to ten tanks, His company .occupied a 250 to
300 meter front along the route, : :

(12)" On 1 July, three VC were killed (BC) and three VC captured
west. of the battle area as US Forces attempted to regain contact with

' the fleeing VC.

2]
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(13) On 020550H July, 2/1 gth Infantry began receiving AV and mortar
fires vic XU 607018, By OGOSH the unit was heavily engaged, The 1/28th
Infantry was moved to reinforce the 2/18th Infantry in an unsuccessful
attempt to flank the VC, Contact was broken at 0910H. VC losses were -
L& VC KIA (BC), 150 VC KIA (Prob), one .50 cal MG, one LMG, one RPG=2, -
one 60mm mortar, three small arms, and 600 rounds SA ammo, The VC unit -
encountered was 711 Battalion, 273d Regiment. Police of the battle area
on 3 July resulted in ten VC KIA (BC), and two VC KIA (Prob).

QﬂCLASS‘ﬂ =

(m) At 091110H July the 1/4th Cavalry (-) and B 1/2d Infantry were . =~
moving in convoy vic XT 7075 when they were heav:Lly ‘engaged by a large s
VC.forge.. The 272d Regiment was believed to.be in the area and the con- |
voy.-had been ‘"advertised" in advapce.in an attempt to. draw the regiment
out of Zone.C. Artillery and . infantyy units were prepositioned prior
to the. convoy: moving., TAC air was standing by. By 1115!{ the convoy was
heavily engaged. The combined effect of the .50 cal and 90mm fire from
the tanks and APC's, the concentrated artillery fire, and the pounding
~from TAC air rap:.d]y overwhelmed. the regiment,..By 1330H the regiment
broke and ran in.disorganized retreat; 3y ttlp.s j:.p,me, :mi‘antry units had
‘been girlifted behind .the reg:.ment ard begaq ,e_ngag.u;g, retreat:mg elements.

Air and ar't.illery continued: to pqund withdra.wa,l .rqut,es. The following -
day, separated elements of the regimerrb continued to be engaged by the
infantry battalions, By.dusk on 30 July all elements of 272d Regiment
had ¢Yleared :the battle area,. The regiment suffered severe losses during
the engagement and was probably reduced to less than 50% strength, Ve
losses were.239 KIA (BC), 30L KIA. (Prqb) s eight. VCC, 13 crew served
weapons and h‘l small arms, 2 ‘

: (a) On 11 June the 1st Battalion ('207) 273d Regiment was engaged :
west. of LOC NINH by the 1/28th Infantry, .On 2 July the 3d Battalion (711)
3d Regiment. was engaged west ‘of LOC NINH by the 2/18th Infantry. o

(b) On 8 June Troop A, 1/l+th Cavalry engaged the. 272d Regiment
“south of AN LOC , Band C Troops, Lth Cavalry engaged 271st Regiment
on 30 June north of AN 1OC, -and 1/4th Cavalry (~) and Company B, 1 /2d :

Infantry engaged 2724 Regiment en 9 July south of AN LOC. oo
‘i [L TN .

Analysis and E\raluation- ' | ‘ L,
( 1) Long range reconnaissance patrols were. utillzed duripg the
operation (see - Annex« I),

‘ .. PR
IR LI S ..,‘

(2) Prior to operawon EL PASO II/III the vc had the capability of.
“attacking in BINH:LONG:Province with three VC regiments a.nd ‘three NVA .
pegiments, totaling appreximately 10,350 men,,. It. appeaz‘ed that. LoC NINH : N
‘would. be the target, Conpacts with groups: -of .local guerrillas and mortar = . . |
~attacks on friendly:forces were the, signifjcant,enemy .activities in the ' B
province: between 20 May and @ June,1966: when the 27zd Iiegimen'c wes
engaged by element,s of the;Bd Prigadey;: 1st. Inrantry,l)ivision.

(3) 2 Interogation Findings Crente e

- (a). On 29 May, a NVN soldier, VI VAN TY, rallied "in PHOUG TONS
Province. He stated he was from the 250A NVA Regiment. The 250th NVA
_Regiment was reported to have ten infiltration groups when it mfiltrated
into SVN, VC regiments are normally .composed .of. four groups. Indica=-
‘tions are that a considerable number of NVA soldiers become ill during
- infiltration. Some of the extra persgnnel .were, probably meant to replace e r T
‘those lost during infiltration, however, ‘some, .« of‘ these went to the 9th - R
D:wis:.on as replacements for the 271 st,, 272d, and .273d Reg:'.ments. : '

ca . . TP YRR
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(b) Four NVN soldiers were captured during the battle of 30 June, A
One died prior to interrogation. Of the other three, two were squad .
leaders and one was a platoon leader, One NVN captive stated he was
from the 602 Group with an alias of BAC SON. BAC SON is an AKA for the
250th NVA Regiment recently infiltrated into III CTZ., One NVA captive
stated he was one of a group of 45 who were sent to the 2d Battelion,
271st Regiment, Another captive from the 1st Battalion, 271st Regiment
reported his battalion commander was killed in the battle. An AN/PRC-10
radio was captured during the battle, : It was probably used by a batta- )
lion sized unit. It appeared to be hit by a CBU, and had been the radio _
of the 1st Battalion, 217th Regiment, Two captives stated the Headquar—:
ters of the 9th VC Division was near the SUOI BO stream, The location
of the SUOI BO is unknown, but may be in the vicinity of XT 5877. Group -

L of the Lth Regiment and Group 329 were also mentioned by the captives,

(4) . From the period 9 June thru 10 July 1966, the i1st and 3d -
Brigades, 1st Infantry Division had engaged and decisively defeated all -
major elements of the 9th VC Division. By 15 July it was apparent that
the 9th VC Division had abandoned its offensive in BINH LONG Province,
having sustained heavy losses in all battles. Contacts had diminished
and friendly units began preparing for movement to new areas.

(5) Based on VC personnel losses the following is an estimate of
‘the effectiveness of the 9th Division, This estimate is based on the - -
assumption that fairly well trained troops are available in Zcne C, - - -
Casualty figures indicate the probability that all battalions of 2734 -
Regiment were reduced to 50% maximum effectiveness.. The 2d Battalion, -
273d Regiment has had sufficient time to become combat effective now,

The 1st Battalion probably became combat effective by 15 July. The

3d Battalion probably became combat effective in early August, The - .
272d Regiment was probably reduced below 807 effectiveness on 8 June,
and below 507 effectiveness on 9 July, No practical analysis can be
made of its individual battalions., It was probably 90% effective in
late August or early September, The 271st Regiment was probably reduced
to less than 50% effectiveness on 30 June., The 2d and 3d Battalions
appeared to have taken the majority of the casualties losing many of
their leaders, The 2d Battalion may have suffered as high as 753
casualties. Even assuming personnel will be redistributed throughout
the regiment, it probably 'did not achieve combat effectivenéss before
mid August. b P - . . o ‘ coed .

7 (6) Any battalion of a regiment or any regiment of 'a division can o
assume a combat ready posture in a relatively short time at the expense " ' .
of other units in the regiment or division, if the VC choose to do' so, -
Any action of this nature would probably be an attempt to deceive friendly
forces into assuming the whole .regiment or division has recovered. . o

: (7 ‘Weapens lost dur‘ipg, the, .eq%:quniers Jere éigm‘,ficant but will- E
probably not have any long range 'e,ffecffc_ :or;_tl‘_h'e units effectiveness,

. (8) VC constructed trench works, with overhead cover, consisting
of logs and earth, have been ‘built intp existing plantation drainage -
. ditches, " Small shelters have beer dug into the sides. These fortifica-
- tions provide good cover. They are probably constructed and utilized
by local forces, LT ' B

~ (9) On 17 June vicinity XU 746135 a small quantity of medical
supplies were .captured, These supplies, from Lisbon, Athens, Paris, -
Saigon, Hue, and New York, indicate VC still have supply sources out—
side of the country or that previous reserves have not yet been exhausted.

i
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(YT 5785) and the Cambodian Border, The build-up appeared,

" (10) 4 rallier surrendered at LOC NINH on O41125H June, He was
interrogated and evacuated to the Military Interrogation Center in
Saigon. -He ‘claimed to be a-member of a company of Cambodian bandits
working with the VC. It is possible that there are Cambodians working
with the VC particularly in transporting supplies and in the local defense
of bases near the border. ‘ ‘ :

. (11) Activities Subsequent'to 15 July: .°

. . (a) Reports from an air observer and a FAC reinforced earlier
findings from Operation BIRMINGHAM that the road from KATUM (XT 3390)

to SROC CON TRANG (XT 5784) is.a VC supply route. through.War Zone C.

The. eastern limit of the.route was "seeded" with CBU.. The VC village -
of SROC CON TRANG, which was active during Operation BIRMINGHAM, was
destroyed by air strikes, .The road is not used between XT 5784 and the -
SAIGON River. The discovery of a bridge across the river vicinity XT° °

6085 indicated a jungle road exists from SROC CON TRAKG to the bridge, "

. (b) In BINH LONG Province there are two VC main crossing points
along Route 13, One in vicinity XT 7673 and the other vicinity XT 7299.
The roads are consistently blocked and small arms fire isusually. .
received when travelling through the.area, e

: (¢) Reports from agents had indicated the CUU LONG QUANG VC
Regiment was in the LONG NGUYEN .area, The translation of a captured VC
document concerned, "Instructions Relative to the Active Opposition: ‘
Against the Enemies' -CHIEU.HOI Policy," dated 7 February 1966, and was
issued by. CUU LONG, Current Affairs, Current. Affairs Committees.are ‘

' political in nature and are -found to some extent at each echelon’ from

village to COSVN. Although the CUU LONG QUANG was referfed to asa .
regiment, it is probable that it is in fact a political headquarters.
of province or region level, ) ' o o

. (@) Sources, including Imagery Interpretation, Red HaZe, SLAR,
.agents.and captives indicated a VC force located between, SROC CON.TRANG .

v J’-tf(o'be"'e?:tgn- -
sive, however, its exact nature could not be determined, Its proximity
‘o the Cambodian.Border and the lack of landing zones in.the area made,

4t unprofitable to attack the target area with ground, forces,, as, the V0

‘would have ample time to move across the border. The i: rget,. wals attacked -

by air, No BDA was ‘possible due to the dense; jungle ,eanopy. .

e.OA/P$YOP: ;- A ."..-;. ke -t; ot

(1)’ Psychological Operations,” In support of Operation EL PASO II/III,

‘the division dropped 46.million leaflets and played over 190 hours of
‘loudspeaker appeals -during.the. period, 8 June through 3 September; Two
‘broad thematic approaches were utilized:- the.first approach, Combining
‘Power, Chieu Hoi and Safe Conduct. themes, was directed at hard-core VC

aunits in the area; the second, explaining GVN goals and achievements, and - .
‘utilizing primarily JUSPAO material, was aimed at the civilian population.,

In addition to the JUSPAO material, .output directed at the civilian tar-
‘get audience included the division's request for intelligence, explpita=

~ tion of MEDCAP, and publication of:.curfew regulations,

'Whiié the majority of the leaflet material utilized by the division
“came from stock supplies of JUSPAO and the 2,6th PsyOps Co, some
"2,875,000 leaflets were prepared for Operation EL PASO on the division's

. -printing 'press, These leaflets were developed to respond to tactical.
requirements, and they were ‘delivered on target within 12 to 24 hours

after the requirement was known,' .Such special purpose leaflets were

.
s



‘ designed, produced and del:.vered to exploit the victories of 30 June : /d '

and 9 Ju]y, to exploit a threatened strike by the workers of the XA CAT : :
Rubbeér Plantation by bla.m:mg it on the VC, and to exploit the emergency - |

B airlift of rice to the province on 25 - 26 July.

Loudspeaker apoeals included both: prerecorded JUSPAO and 246th PsyOps L
Co tapes, and texts prepared in the field for special situations, For.
. exa.mple, special tapes with surrender instructions and Chieu Hoi appeals
.. were developed and played. within hours after initial contact during the
'engagements of 30 June and 9 July. .

"~ To explo:.t .ﬂua.ly information’ obtained from a NVA prlsoner captured
during the be.t’c,la= of 30 June, a special project tsam from JUSPAO was#’
- requested, ' This tcam conducted extensive interviews with the pr:.soncr.

- The materlal acqun.red will be used to prepare future output, The team

also' surveyed civic action projects in the area, They took: mov:.es ‘and -
'recorded tapes for use in JUSPAO programs. - : : :

Desp:l.te the mognitude of the PsyOps program directed at VC units,
'mmed:.ate results were disappointing. Only two ra]_l:.ers ‘returned during

©  the perlod ‘and they were low level members of local guerrilla units,
" ‘While the portion of the psychological operations program directed aga.mst

jthe Viet Cong units was not apparently productive in tangible results, , .

.e. Chieu Hoi ralliers, it was the first time the VC units operat:l.ng .

iNH LONG had been subjected to such a massive propaganda effort,’ S

_ ‘Realizing that psychological 'warfare is a lohg" ‘térm operestion, less oL
tha.n dramat:l.c results are to be expected from thes_e m:.‘o:r.al efforbs. . o

. 7 . .

. “The quantity of PsyOps materlal d:l.sseminé.ted during "the' perlod, was’

: accomphshed utilizing largely organic aircraft of the division. Many

missions were accomplished by utilizing G-3 and laison aircraft during

" 'periods when the aircraft would otherwise be idle, though required to be

.- on<call, This was accompllshed through coordination with- -RACC on the
- basis that .a PsyOps mission would be standlrig by ready for 1l:|.ght any -

- time durlng the .day -an aireraft became aveilable, ' As maiy 'as three and

four missions a day were accompl:.shed utilizing thls techriitue, - without
:mterfer:mg with aircraft commltted to .other tact,lcf..l supporb ‘While
the accompl:.shment of an effect.:we ‘PsyOps program ‘requires ore—echeduled
~aireraft missions, such work can be done. ut:.llz:.ng standby craft on an':
a.s-ava:.lable basis, S o T ,

, (2) Civic Act.:.on. C:Lv:.c action programs conducted by the. division
. during Operata.on EL PASQ were characterized by cIdsé. edordination: between

- the division,’ agencles -of the GV‘N, and the'US' Advisory. élements,: All
: programs were jol'nt efforts of the 1st Iﬁi‘éntry DJ.V.'I.S:LO'n a.nd umts or

- agenc:.es in BINH "LONG Prov:mce. : L

co A Cheften 0, 1, i""""} . :."." : ot
Dur:.ng the pem.od ‘thé d:v.v:.sion support,éd the Speclal Forces B Team

-and the Air Forces' MILPHAP (l‘hlrbéry Province Hospital Assistance: -
Program) Team'MEDCAP *program by providing- additional supplies., . A joint
program was. started between the MILPHAP team and the 1/4th Cav for MEDCAP
;patrols. Medical : persormel ¢ame from the ‘MILPHAP team and the cavalry
: prova.ded securlty to es'cor't. the! MEDCAP tean :Lnto remot,e areas gf- the
,provlnce. R "’_v::.- T e ‘d. e . : '; 2 ',l"»-'fé',-'- TGS
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“In con;mnction Wlth the 5th Division (ARVN) > and w:.th the ass:.stance
of USAID various projécts’ Were accompl:.shed in AN.LOC, 'The dispénsary
in the hamlet of ' DUC: VINH HAI was repaired; repeinted, and. runnlng water
installed, A foundation was prépered £or:en’ addition to £he BINH LONG -
‘hospital in HON'QUAN. In conjunction with the Catholié: prlest. in QUAN
LOI, Engl:.sh classes ‘were: started at the Cethol:.c school S
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One program which was extremely well received was a series of 1st
Infantry Division Band concerts., During the period the band played at a
Aedication ceremony for a new school in LOC NINH, participsted in a 5th
Tivision (ALVN) Awards ceremony in HON QUAN, and played concerts twice
at 10C NINH, three times at HON QUAN, and once at MINH THANH. One con=
sert at LOC NINH was preceded by a perade through the villege. Of the .
three concerts in HON QUAN, two were at the market souare, one was at
the BINH LONG Province Hospital.

. During the period, the division paid 56,550 $VN in solatium payments
to victims and families who were killed or injured as a result of 1Ist .
Infantry Division operations. Four civilians were killed and eleven,
wounded. as a result of riortar and artillery fire, and three civilians
were killed and four wounded in an air strike erroneously called on a
civilian truck. '‘'he solatium payments and condolence visits made as a

result of these incidents were coordinated through the Sector S-5 Advisor,

and the District Chief of the districts involved.

(3) Province Support Coordination Center, From & June through 20
August, the G-5 maintained & Province Support Coordination Center in :
the USAID Headquarters in AN LOC. This office, located in the immediate
vieinity of all the major US and GVN agencies in the province, was the -
focal point for all psychological operations, and civic acbion conducted

within BINH LONG Province during the operation. In the area of psycholog-

ical operations, media development and targeting were coordinated with
the Province Chief, the Sector Psy Var Advisor, the CHIEU HOI Chief, and
VIS. Having these agencies immediately accessable to the G-5 greatly

‘fa..éi_.litated this coordination, and helped ensure thematic continuity.

In the area of civic action, coordination was accomplished with the
Province Public Works Office, the Public Health Office, USAID, and the
Sector Advisory Detachment. ‘As a result of these efforts, the programs

" developed were joint US/GVN projects and.followed established priorities

for civic action within the province. In addition, the Province Support
Coordination Center assisted in controlling. prices and. wage levels, in -

- establishing joint US/GVN police check points, and in negotiations with

the French plantation managers., The technioue of physically locating a

' full time lisison officer, or staff depending on requirements, in the
"immediate vicinity ef province headcuarters proved its worth in BINH LONG -

Province.,

'.45;‘*" MISSION: 1In close coordination with III ARVN Corps units, secure

and defend initial installations in BINH LONG and.PHUOC.LONG Provincez

" ‘and conduct-operations to locate and destroy four enemy regiments within

the area,

6'.." CONCEPT OF OPERATION: Th.esgeneral concept of operatien was initially
to deploy forces to strengthen:the defenses of the LOC NINH:area. As
the estimete of enemy strength increased, additional addwon forces were

deployed to further strengthen the defenses of LOC NINH and expanded to

provide security for AN LOC - QUAN LOI and MINH THANH. .Battalions were
to operate in respective areas of operation. around defended areas and

. maintain open lines of communication between the areas. Once the base
. ‘areas were adequately strengthened, brigades would conduct search and

destroy operations within the AO's to find and destroy the three VC and
one NVA.regiments and their bases. Planning called for flexibility in

" execution; - Areas of operation would be adjusted, taking advantage of

rrent intelligence.

B VRN . . Lo ‘
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S 2 EXECUTTON: ’
2 June = Changes in Task Organization‘-

3d Bde TAC CP (AN LOC)
2/28t.h Inf (1OC NINH)
2/33d Arty (-) (1LOC NINH)
- D/1/4th Cav (LOC NINH)

3d Brigade initiated Operstion EL, PASO . If at 1430H moving a tactical
CP from LAIL KHE to HON QUAN, 2/28th Inf and 2/33d Arty (-) moved by
C-130 to the LOC NINH airfield, Troop D, 1/4th Cav was attached to the
3d Bde and moved [<om PHU LOI to Loc NINH

, 3 June -.3d Brigade forces :.mproved defensive positions with 2/28t.h
Inf conducting company. size.patrols in the LOC NINH area; Co A vic XU
7207, Co B XU. 7508 Co C (i} 7210. There was no. enemy contact. '

Troo;) D 1/h,th Cav conduct,ed w.sual reconna;.ssance around the LOC
NINH: area: and irtroduced two. LERP teams; into an area S¥ of LOC NINH :
a.long the CamedJ.an Border. . L

l; June - VC s:,ghtings and contacts :anreased as 3d Brigade. forces N .
gontinued patrolling and surveillance -operations.: 2/28bh Inf, patrolleu e

. around the: IDC: NINH area .and 1mproved defens:we positions.. -, -
The LRRP teams (1 and LY of Troop D, 1/hth Cav continued to opera‘te
along. the Cambodian Border, Team 1 observed 34 VC individually armed
‘with various:SA. and carrying one 8imm mortar wvic XT 592939 moving south=
west., Ter,m &y Was ext.racted at 17 5H after receiving SA fire fron 4 - 5
vc o el L e RO RN . -

. The LOC NINH airfield and a CIDG camp to the south began receiving
mor'bar f:l.re at: 2220H from the south and southeast. Simultaneously a . .
-pla’c.oen size attack was launched on the. Nat.lonal Pollce station in.LOC
NINH. . Artillery and mortar. returned flre ‘and air strlk,es were called
_ in on: the ¢ pos:l.tlons. The. VC attack on the: pol.lce statlon was, repulsed
by -National. Police: and, CIDG forces and the 1ncom1ng morbar fire ceased
at 2300H. Casualties.to personnel were’light.. Troop D, 1/4th Cav ’
sust.a:.ned heavy damage to three OH-1 3 and four HU=-1B a:.rcrai‘t. .

The 3d Bde CP remained at HQN QUAN and wa.s secured by AhV'N and CIDG
forces.- o : AL R T PR

5 June - Opera.tlon EL. PASO II contlnued mth 2/28th Inf searclung
: areas where lmovn or -suspected mortar posltions were used durlng ‘the

previous nights- attack,. Patrols dlscovered a well dug-in pos:.tlon v:.c
XU 72.5087 with 15 « 8lmm mort.a.r rounds still in ce.nm.sters.

Troop D, 1/ht.h Cav I.RRP Tea.m h exchanged f:.re mth six VC on ext.rac- ,

.t:.on from an. LZ vie XT 6092, Two ve. were k:l.lled (BC)
6 June Changes in, Task Ox'gamzat:.on o

"o . . 1/16th Inf OPCON 3d.Bde (LOC NI)
e ' c/2/1 3th Arty. ey 2/33d Arty (=). (LOG NINH)

s The 3d Rde CP moved from HON QUAN to 1.0C NINH alrfleld 1/1 6th Inf
jomed Operation EL PASO IT ,moving; from LAI KHE to an LZ southeast of .
LOC NINH (XT 7603) where they estaplished a penmeter ‘for Battery C,
2/1 Bth Arty which moved by CH-h? from PHU LOI Bat.tery Gy 2/ 13th was

o
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13 : nlaced under OPCONv 3d Bde. 2/28th Inf patrolled the LOC NINH area in

sonjunction with ARVN and CIDG forces with negative contact, The bat-
talion continued improvement of defensive positions around the airfield, -

Troop D, 1/kth Cav conducted inspection and maintenance of all aire '
eraft, '

7 June - Operation EL PASO II continued with negstive contact.
1/16th Inf and 2/28th Inf conducted platoon and company size partols
around LOC NINH, Troop D, 1/4th Cav continued aerial surveillance of
‘the LOC NIMH arsa and repairs to damaged aireraft. - -

L SVJ'u.r'xe - Changes in Task Organization -

2/2d Inf OPCON 3d Bde (MINH THANH)
2/18th Inf OPCON 3d Bde (AN 1.0C)
A/1/lth Cav Atch 3d Bde (AN LOC)

' The 1st Infantry Division continued to reinforce Operation EL PASO'II
and the 3d Bde Task Force, 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry was lifted from
BIEN HOA to HON QUAN, Battery C, 1/7th Arty moved by C-123 aircraft to
. vic HON QUAN airfield (XT 7689). Troop A, 1/kth Cav moved from LAI KIE
~to HON QUAN along National Route 13. The troop engaged two battalions
of the 2724 VC Main Force Regiment in major contact at 1400H vic AP TAU O
(XT 766750). ARVN artillery fires from CHON THAN and HON QUAN and &
total of 43 Air Force sorties supported the cavalry troop. 2/18th Inf - ° .
conducted an airmobile assault into an LZ vie XT 767750 at 1700H to
block VC escape routes to the east, Contact lasted until 1930 when the =
.VC broke and fled to the northwest., Troop A and the 2/18th Inf remained
.over night in the battle area, . S e

. 2/28th Inf patrolled in the LOC NINH AO and killed one VC. (BC) when
_they engaged a force of approximately 20 VC at 10L5H vic XU 713097. -
1/16th Inf moved two companiés to secure Battery C, 1/7th Arty at HON
..QUAN, Company C patrolled southeast of LOC NINH and back with negative
. gontact, 2/2d Inf moved from LAI KHE to MINH THANH (XT 675735) by CV=2
-.closing at . 1945H. R ' ' } S

..j ,i 9 June ‘ - .' _th'ang'_e‘s in Ta,si{i Organizét.ion

.. BTN I I . . L
.. .1st Inf Div TAC CP (AN LOC) _ o
1st Bde TAC CP (MINH THANH) oo
S0 2/2d Inf (MINH THANH) Atch 1515H
Amwe e 2/16th Inf (MINH THANH) Atch 1515H .
ARSI . 2/13th Arty (<) (DS) T
o e/2/33d Arty OPCON 2/13th Arty (-)
' '3d Bde TAC CP (LOC'NINH) , . .
C/1/7th Arty. (DS) OPCON 2/33d Arty (-) |
MG ¥illiam DePuy, 1st Inf. Diy.CG assumed control of Operation EL PASO -
II with forward CP and Div Arty Hq located vic HON' QUAN airstrip. B

: 1st Brigade commended participation’ in Operation EL PASO II moving
a TAC CP to MINH THANH (XT 6467) at 1215H, 2/2d Inf and 2/16th Inf were
attached ta 1st Bde with Battery C, 2/33d Arty at MINH THANH and 2/13th
Arty (=) in direct ‘support ‘at CHON THANH (XT 7661), 2/2d Inf conducted
.-extensive patrols in AO BLACK and remained overnight vic XT 675745. .
_ .2/16th Inf moved by C-130 from BIEN HOA and BEAR CAT and provided security
. for the 1st.Bde forward CP, . L D
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3d Brigade cont;nued p'ttrol operatlons :m the LoC NINH ~ HON QUAN
areas. . Companies A and- B, 1/1 fth Inf returned. from airfield eecurlty

. at HON- OUAN £8 the battallon ‘periméter southeast of LOC NINH. ' Company C.
improved defensive pos:.t:.ons. _2/28th Inf .patrols around LOC NINH made

‘no ‘contact with the enemy, ‘At 1925H the battal:.on recelved ‘three mortar .

rounds at ‘the south’end of -the airstrip which caused negative casualties,
At the same time Battery C, 2/13th Arty fired in support of a CIDG pat-
rol in contact with an estimated 200 VC vic' 'XU 723079, 2/1€th Inf and

Troop A, 1 /hth Cav conducted.a pol::.ce of the ,previous day's battlefield,

Results of the ba.ttle are 93 VC KIA (EC), "250°'VC KIA (Prob), two 57mm RR
~and 30 SA captured." Troop ‘A susta:.ned 13 KHA and 30 HA m-..h one APC

- destroyed and one tark and one- APC damaged Bo’ah elements returned to

HON QUAN where they provided secunty for divi'sion CP and Battery c,
1/7th Arty, - 7 e L .
vig oL SRR _
10 June o= Changes in Task Organizat:.on -
5 N
: 1st Brigade .
e E Vv D/8/6th Arty (GS) (CHON THANH)

, )(\ ti
R o

' IR, e
Operatlon EL PASO cont:.nued w:.th 1st Bmgade conductlng ep'tens:.ve

Apatrols in AO's BLACK and BLUE. During their sweep of A0 BLACK 2/2d
Inf'cbserved 50 VC vie XT 673740, Artillery fire was placed on, the
target and a subsequent search of the area revealed blood trades. '
Company C, 2/2d Inf killed one_ VC (BC) and captured one SA in a brief

\‘L)\

fire f:.ght with three V€, "Thé battalion moved to an overm.ght location .. ',

- vie XT 695755, 'The 2/1 6th Inf conducted search and destroy operatiqns
* in- AO BLUE vith companies B and C, wn:,le _Company A acted as’the bmgade
rapid reaction force (RRF) “At 152’7H, Comnany A was lifted into vic.
XT -589675. to - _engage a reported 20 VC, Negative, contact was established
- and the compiny remained overnight vic XT. 6067 apd XT 6066, .The 3d,
. Brigade continued pa.trols and mprovement of defens:.ve posn.tlons in the
HOM QUAN - LOC NINH areas. 1/16th‘Inf cénducted. company and .platoon
size patrols east of Route 13, 2/1 gth Inf (-) cdm}:.m.}ed to reln.force
the security of the HON QUAN area, with Troop 4, 1 /Lth Ca.v, C;qmpany .C,
- 2/18th Inf conducted a search and destroy patrol to the nqrtm-,rest and’

. returned with negative contact., 2/28th Inf moved Corpam.es K and B to
patrol bases vic XU 800090 and XU 766082, Both companies conducted
. patrols in area and returned to LOC NINH with negative contact. Company

C conducted a combat aesault into'an Lz v:.c Xy 715181 then moved 'and -

searched the village vic XU'712175 with nega.t;we results, The company
- returned to the ‘same LZ a.nd was extracted.

11 June - Changes in Task Organiza.t:ton
| . 3d Brigade' ' oL C
T C/2/16th Int OPCON 18?0}1 U RPN
' -Division Troops” ‘' , :
D/1/4th Cav

Seven company size operatlons wére conducted m.th one ma,]or contact

.Compa.ny A, 2/28th Inf with one CIDG platoon attached engaged the 707th ..
: Bat‘tal:.on, 273d VC Main Force Regimént vic XU 710100 at 1010H (Annex B). '

. A CIDG company patrolling to the southwest of Company A establlshed a.
- blocking position vie XU 700090, Company C arrived in the contact area
at 1130H and moved to intercept and. attack VC forces occupying Hill 177
(XU 722112), Company C with the recon platoon enveloped Hill 177 and

after artillery and air preparations forced the fleeing VC into artillery

fires to the northwest. At 1445 the battalion commander committed
Company B to assist Qompany A in their contact after artillery volleys
and a.ir; et_rikes.( Company B assaulted and overran the VC positions on

12
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Hill 150, The retreating VC moved south into the CIDG blocking position

 where they were engaged with heavy fire, All contact ceased by 1730H

with the enemy sustaining 98 KIA (BC), 150 KIA (Prob) and one VCC., One

- 60mm mortar, one IR, and one MG were among the weapons captured, 2/28th
 Inf sustained 33 KHA and 33 WHA., Following reorganization, medevac and

resupnly, the battzlion returned to the LOC NINH airstrip closing at 2200H.
1/16th Inf conducted company size patrols with Company B on search and '

destroy operations south to vic XU 8004, thep west and back to the bat-

talion perimeter. Company C ¢onducted an' airmobile assault landing in
the vic XU 8407, The company moved to an objective vie XU 8290¢€8 and
conducted search and destroy operations. The company was extracted at
1415H and moved to the LOC NINH airstrip where they were attached to
2/28th Inf, Company A continued to secure the battalion’ perrmeter and -
Battery C, 2/13th Arty. 2/18th Inf continued improvement of defensive
nosltions and local patrolling around HON QUAN while Troop A, 1/4kth Cav
secured the division CP at HON QUAN. There was no contect.

18t Brigsde continued’ patrols in AO's BLACK and BLUE. 2/2d Inf
conducted search and destroy operetlons in AO BLACK with COmpan:].es o
and B, .Company C. secured their overnight position. All elements reporbed
negat.ive contact, . At 1605 the batt'whon was ordered to move ‘and oceupy
defensive positlons vic MINH THANH a:l.rst.rlp, closing at 201OH. 2/1 6th

Inf conducted.patrols and estaoblished ambush sites in AQ BLUE with nega=

 tive contact, Company C was moved to LOC NINH by CV-2 at 1600H to
- assist in the security of the airstrip while Companles A and B were
-ordered to return to the battalion KON positions vie XT 635674 closing

at 1730H. . The 2/13th Arty (-) at CHON THANH received a report from the o
CHON THANH senior advisor .of two VC battalions in the deserted village

.at XT '735540. Artillery.from CHON THANH and the 175mm btry at PHUOC VINH

fired into the village under control of an aerial observer three times

_ during the day and early evening. At 1715 a CIDG force sent to the..
' vill"pe reported five VC KIA (BC) and many wounded as ev:.denced by the
‘-marw blood t.ra:.ls.

12 June - Changes in Tesk Orgesnization .

15t Br:.gade ' ' :
: c/2/1 éth Inf OPCON 1700H °

The dlvision continued Operation EL PASO II with no enemy contact,

oo .continulng patrol and search .operations and repositloned forces. ‘i

’ist Brigade conducted patrols in A0 BLUE with 1/1 6th Inf and’ moved

~ Company c, 1/16th Inf from LOC NINH to’ MINH THANH. The company departed

at 0850H by CV-2 and closed MINH THANH at 1700H 2/2d Inf conducted

| * local patrols around their .overnight pos:n.tion. ‘The 3d. ‘Brigade continued

patrol operations in their defense of the LOC “NINH - HON QUAN areas.

- At 1055H, 1/16th Inf.and Battery C, 2/13th Arty moved by road to a new
‘base vic XU 740060, ' Company B, 2/ 18th Inf.conducted an airmobile assault

into-an LZ vic XT 65791 3, wh:.le Troop A, 1/l+t.h Cav reinforced with a pla=
toon from. Company C, 2/18th Inf blocked vic XT 680913, COmpa.ny B closed
into the LZ at 1033 then moved and searched the village vic XT 6791

with negative results, Troop A, 1/4th Cav returned to HON QUAN while

Company B, 2/18th Inf remained overm.ght vic XT 680082, 2/2d Inf cori= .

‘tinued to defend the LOC NINH airstrip. | Company A dispnrtched a patrol
"at 1515H vhich searched the village of LOC THIEN (XU 7208) with negative
'results.: An._ambush patrol was left.behind vic XU 712088 as the comparw

returned to iLOC NINH,
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13 Juxie‘.'l,- Changes in Task Organization

~ 1st Brigade
1/2d Inf OPCON 1453H
D/1/5th Arty (DS)
B/2/16th Inf Atch 1/2d Inf 1610H
Aero Rifle Platoon D/1/4th Cav Atch 2/16th Inf(-) 12451

_ Two LERP teams introduced :.n‘co -1Z!s wic XT 663561 and XT 709551 gained
‘enemy contact shortly after insértion, Artillery and air strikes were

called in to support the extraction of the teams,

A member of Team 6 was killed in the vic of the LZ at XT 673556,
The patrol kille:d ‘our VC (BC) before extraction, but were unable to
‘extract, tha boch of the dead member.

- The Ist Br:.gade llfted 2/2d Inf into 17 SUSAN (XT 651.;1\»81») in react:.on L
to the LRRP contacts. The battalion wss unable, 6 ‘establish’.contact and :

remamed over night vic. XT 655583, .1 /2d Inf was, ln.fted Trom. LA.L KHE
into an LZ.wic:XT 738542.. Battery D, 1/5th Arty was, 1ifted by CH-47
into the LZ and attached to the battallon. C1/2d. Ini’ .swept to the east
‘with negat.: ve contact and returned to the LZ, 2/1 th.Inf conducted
patrols in AO BLUE. Compa.nur B was l;r.fted into the LZ vie, XT 738542 and
attached to /24 Inf,

34 Brigade contmued the search for VC forces in the LOC N.LNH . HON

‘ QUAN AO's,. 1/16th Inf conducted platoon, size:patrols from.the battalion

perimet.er with negative contact. 2/28th Inf conducted patrols in the
area of the 11 June battle where t.hey located 12 - 81mm mortar rounds

. and several VC bodies.in.trenches vie XU 719111, 2/18th Inf searched

the village at XT 6887 with negative results, while Troop A; 1/Lth Cav ‘
secured the Division Forwaz'd. CP at HON QUAN. ., .. . '
Yhom

1a June - Changes in Ta.ak Organizat.:.on

1st Br:n. ade e
A/1/28th Inf Atch 2/1 6th Inf (~) (MINH THANH)

1st Brigade conducted sweeps of AO's BLOOD, SILVER and BLUE in
search of: the. VC: forces engaged by the LRRP teams on 13 3 June, 1/2d

- Inf patrolled the western portion of AO BLOOD with negative contact,,,.

2/24 Inf with LERP Team 6.recovered the body of the.IRRP member lost
on 13 June vic XT: 66356k, .. The battalion conducted .patrols from a. base
vic XT 657582, -2/16th Inf..secured the brigade. forward base ‘and patrolled
AO ‘BLUE with negative. contacts . At 1415 Company A,- 1/28;th, Inf was, attached
to the battalion, .One platoon from Troop C, 1/hth Cav, secuped t.he 2/ 13th
( ). and.: Basbtery D, 8/6t.h Ax'ty at cnom mHANH TS
i 3d Brigade elements conduc ed exbenslve patrols. around, t.he base camp
arsas, -2/18th Inf displaced Company. A to-wvic QUAN 10T airfield to ..
secure: the :area, for movement of the. dlvg.sn.cn CP and 2/18th Inf (-) on,
15 June, Troop A, 1/kth Cav remaimed vic, HON QUAN;airfield, 2/18th Inf
secured the LOC NINH airsirip with company and. platoon size pa’orols. :
i/ éth Inf conducted 2 company size: sweep east to-the v:.llage Yic XU
7702 with. negative contact. . . . ; ' ;

15 June = Changes in Ta.sk Organizatlon

_' st Brigade e W
‘ Aero lele Platoon D/lf/l.,th.(:a,v detach 1200H.. . - °

3 '_‘.':: . f . . . ..o
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Operatlon EL PASO IT continued with 1st Infantry Division elements
searching AO's in conjunction with 5th ARVN and CIDG forces. The division
CP moved from HON QUAN to the QUAN LOI airfield vic XT 8190,

1st Brigade searched AQ BLOOD with 2/2d Inf uncovering a series of
VC base camps and installations, A recently.occupied, regimental size.
base camp was uncovered vic XT 690551, 1/2d Inf swept the southwest
portion of AQ SILVER with negative contact while Company B, 2/16th Inf
continued to secure Battery D, i/5th Arty. 2/16th Inf (-) prov1ded the
brlgade RRF and secured the MINH THANH brlgade CP,. .

3d Bngade cP remamed vic QUAN LOI airfield secured by 2/28th Inf,. .
Patrols searched the LOC NINH Rubber Plantation with negative contact.
1/16th Inf sealed and searched the vn.llage vic XU 770085 with negative
results, The battalion CP remained vic XU 7407 with Battery C, 2/13th ..
Arty. 2/18th Inf secured the road from HON QUAN to QUAN LOI w:l.th Troop =

y 1/Lth Cav for displacement of the. Division Forward CP which closed
QUAN LOI at 1615H, 2/18th Inf closed QUAN LOI and secured the division -
CP, Troop A, 1/I+th Cav ret.urned to HON QUAN.. ) .

16 June - Operatlon EL PASO II cont:mued w:n.th elements conduct:.ng
search and destroy operations in their respective AO's establlsh:l.ng no

. significant contacts, 2/2d Inf destroyed the VC,regimental size base

camp found on 15 June in AO SILVER, and remained. ovemght vic XT 688565,

.1/2d Inf searched AO BLOOD to the west and northwest four kilometers from - -

their battalion base, The battalion remained .overnight vic XT 738562,
2/16th Inf secured the Brigade Forward CP, conducted local patrols and
acted as the brigade RRF, At 1315 Company A located and destroyed 5.

~ bunkers a.nd foxholes vic XT 617690,

- 3d Brlgade continued extensive patrolling operations in their defense
of. the HON QUAN ~ LOC NINH areas, 1/16th Inf secured Route 13 from XU
786163 to XU 741177 for passage of a resupply convoy from LOC NINH. At -
0730H Company A moved .to vic XU 755090 where. a base was estabhshed and ~
patrols conducted, The company returned to the. battalion ba.,e at 1415H

~ leaving a stay behind patrol at XU 760076, 2/18th Inf secured the .

Division Forward CP at QUAN LOI. Troop A, 1 /ith Cav sttached to 2/18th
Inf secured Battery C, 1/7th Arty vic HON QUAN airfield. 2/28th Inf
secured: the LOC NINH airstrip and 3d Brigade CP, Company B patrolled
west t6 vic XU 702115, then north to XU 710130, east to XU 725127, south'
to XU 722112, and southwest returning to the per:.meter at 16171 w:.th L
negat:.ve contact, ; : o

17. June = Changes in Task Orgam.zat:.on
" 1st Brigade
D/1/5th Arty returned to LAI KHE

st e

B 1st Brigade conducted search and. destroy operatlons :Ln AO's SILVER,

'BLOOD and FALCON, 2/2d.Inf swept from their overm.ght .position to IZ

SUSAN (XT 6658) and at 1220 were lifted back to MINH THANH. clos:.ng vic

XT 631665 at 1719H,." 1/2d Inf swept from their RON. pesition in. AO
FALCON..and - established a patrol base vic XT 755585., A1l elements closed
at 1415H, 1/1 6th Inf secured the brigade base camp and engineer' ‘élements:
working on the MINH THANH airstrip., Company B was lifted from RON '

. position vie XT 754545 and returned to the battalion base camp at 15501-1

3d Brigade elements conducted patrols and search and destroy operations.
1/16th Inf moved Company B at 02C0H to a blpcking position north of the
village at XU 7203, CIDG forces swept north through the village into
the block with negative contact, Company B .swept back to-their base -
camp area cl.osmg at 091 5H with’ negat:we oam'bact. Gompany A patrolled




to viec XU 760078 returning to the battalion CP at 1620H with negative
contact, 2/18th Inf provided security for the division CP at QUAN LOI
with plat.oon size patrols while Troop A, 1/4Lth Cav secured the HON QUAN

‘airfield, 2/28th Inf (-) secured the 10C NINH airfield, While sweeping L

from their overnight position COmpamr A engaged seven VC vic XU Thi131
capturing three and one carbine,

18 Ju_ne - Changes in Task‘érgahiz’atioh ’

e . 1st Inf Div
S ... .7 8fbth Arty (=) (CHON THANH) (GS-Reanf 2/13).
AR 1sto Brigade . "
.4/1/28th Inf detach 17303 )
- 3d Brlgade o e l' MR
ilhth Cav (=) (an IOCY .t,:‘:;;- R
EVAV/ESY Cav detach 19004 ™ ! P

Ala g l

ey e
Pt el

Operat.:.on EL. PASO II continued w:e.th the d1v131on 1ncrea°1ng the
_“number of participating units, . 1 /hth Cav (=) with Troops B and C

" conducted a ROADRUNNER® operat:.on from PHU LOI to HON OUAN ‘over Route 13, }

The squadron alsp provided cgnvoy secur:.ty for Headquart.ers ’8/6th Arr'cy

and Battery B, 8/6th-Arty which moved to CHON THANH to ‘join Batteiy D,

. 8/6th Arty and 2/13th Arty (~). The squadron cléosed HON QUAN' at ' 161 5H

. and came under OPCON 3d Brigade. . Troop A, 1/4th Cav returned to LAIL KHE
after the squadron minus closed HON QUAN leav:.ng one platoon at CHON '

THANH to secure arb:.llery elements, The operation was conducted without
1ncident. L

1st Br:.gade elements conducted local patrols around battalion peri-

‘meters while engineer elements continued work on the MINH THANH airstrip.. |

“Company’ B, 1/28th Inf was detached from 2/16th Inf and moved from MINH
.THANH by CV-Z and CH=47 to PHUOC VINH closing at, 1730H, ol

: 3d Br:.gade elements conduct.ed security patrols in the LOC NINH HON
QUAN, and QUAN LOI areas. A stay behind patrol from Company C, 1 /6’c.h
Inf engaged two VC 'squads ,vic XU 720995 ‘wounding three, The remalnder
of the company moved. ‘from 'their RON position and swept the area in-an’
attempt to regain contact with negative results. The compeny I‘eturned
to their RON position vie XU 726015 o, A stay behind patrol vic XT 728995
engaged three VC at 1755H, The VC £ ’ed 2nda subsequenfc, ‘search-'6f the
area revealed pools of blood and evidence that a body Had been dragged

away, 2/18th Inf dispatched a patrol from Company C to vie XT 832894 to N

assist a PF unit in contact. ' 'The patrol.received 30 rounds SA fire in
the contact area, and after returning the fire swept the ared Wlth
-negatlve contact, 2/28th Inf conduct.ed an airmobile assault "with Comaany
* 'C.into LZ KING, (’{U 659048) ‘at ‘Q940H, . The company swept intc & ‘blocking
pos:.tion estabhst;ed by 2/9th ARVN elements from XU 708085 -t.o XU 7u7077.
At, 152Q Company C’ passed thrqugh the blockmg forces and returnea 'Lo “thie
LOG NINH perimeter with negat,n.x(e ccmtact

4 "': NIRRT '-.-":gl'uc;'. Ty LV

19 June - Both br:.gades cont:n.nued patrols ‘and ‘Search and” dc.ﬂm
;operations with no significant enemy, contact. 1st Brigade CP movcd to
XT 64,0670, 1/2d Inf .swept the southeaat area of AO FALCON. 2/2d Inf

. tassumed responsiblllty for the defense f the. bq:.gade base camp at OE00H

.....

‘and secured engineer work parties in’ ’ohe drea,;  2/16th Inf searched VC
- -supply routes in AO SNOI\' (XJ, 61 5725) and plar‘ed tr:.p flares along supply
t.ra:.ls. - . C e

) : ety kg ' ' R

3d Br::.gade coqt,inued patr;ols ‘and . °eerch and déetroy operatlons
- around LOC NINH, HON QUAN, and QUAN LOI, ' 1/4th Cav (~) conducted a
;reconnaissance of Route 13 from HON QUAN north along Route 13 to vic YT
7396 a.nd returned. Troop B reqeived quna.d:gc SA ﬁ.re dur:.ng the
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ioperatlon. '2/1 8th Inf elements swept five kilometers to the northeast
- and southeast of QUAN LOI and continued security of the division CP with
‘negative contact, 2/28th Inf patrolled around the LOC NINH airstrip

with negat:.ve contact, Company B moved to an overnight position vic
XU 730125, 1/i16th Inf swept areas northeast and southwest of their
rerimeter w:.,th nsgative contact., Company C returned to the battalion
base area from their overnight “position at 1155H,

20 June - Changes in Task Organization

Division Troops
1/28th Inf OPCON 1307H (SONG BE)
B/1/5th Arty Atch 1/28th Inf 0938H
D/1/Lth Cav detach
1st Brigade .
" 1/2d Inf detach 1245H
.D/1/5th Art.y (DS) 2/16th Inf 1450H. (DAU 'I:IENG)

The 1st Infantry Dn.v:n.s:.on contz.nued Operation EL PASO II mov:.ng
infantry battalions with supporting art,:.llery to the SONG BE and DAU

. TIENG areas, =

i

; 1st Br:.gade Forward CP moved a ta,ct:.cal element to DAU TIENG along
with 2/16th Inf and Battery D, 1/5th. Arty. Preparations were conducted

to locate VC caches in the area west of DAU TIENG. 2/2d. Inf’ secured.the
. brigade CP at MINH THANH and patrolled AO BLUE with negatlve .contact,

One platoon of Troop A, 1/4th Cav continued security of drtillery elements
at CHON THANH. 1/2d Inf was extracted from AO FALCON The battalion (-)
moved to, PHUOC VINH with Company A going to LAI KHE. i “ ~

" 1/28th Inf was 1ifted with Battery B, 1/5th Arty from PHUOC VINH to
SONG BE airfield under d1v1s:|.on control. Company B moved from LAI KHE
to join the battalion, . .

.3d Br:.gade elements conducted search and destroy opera.t:.ons :m con=-
:junctlon with CIDG and ARVN forces. 2/28th Inf with CIDG forces sealed
and searched the village at XU 7413, Village men were screened and 14

- VCC were. pointed out by.a VC captured on 18 June., The battalion with

the' CIDG forces returned to LOC NINH closing at 1605H, 2/18th Inf (=)
swept the AN LOC. ‘Rubber Plantation east from vie XT 7093 while Troop B,
1/4th Cav blocked on the south, Troop C, 1/4th Cav and two RF companies

'assumed blocking positions along Route 13. RF elements and one ARVN Cav

troop blocked from XT 7193 to XT 7393, Companies A and B, 2/18th Inf
completed the sweep to Route 13 at 1650H with negative contact and all

. elements returned to their base camps at HON QUAN - QUAN LOI. 1/16th

Inf swept from their base camp southeast to vic XU 775025 and northeast

to vie XT 7809 and back with negative contact,

‘ 21 June - Cha.nges in Task Organizatlon

MR D:.v:.sion Troops,
, B/1/5th Art,y Atch 1 /2et-,h Inf (SONG Bu)
: 1et .Brigade, -

¢/ /kth Cav OPCON 2o1 3H .

Operat:.on EI.. PASO IT contlnued w1th 1st Br:.ga.de conducting alrmob:.le
assaults northwest of DAU TIENG and locating additional supply caches.
2/16th Inf conducted airmobile assaults into LZs PINK'(XT'455553) and
RED (XT 470515). : Companies A and B searched the area vic LZ RED 1ocat.1ng o
small VC base camps.and caches, The two companies engaged small VC
forces w:.th four VC KIA (BC ), two vc KIA (Prob), a.nd one VC captured.




Company C lifted into PINK at 1510H and located ten tons of rice vic 24
XT 446559, -"At 1850H Company B located 183 tons of rice vic XT 455530,
Comapny A remained overnight vic XT 463522, Company B XT 447,38, and

Company C XT 448550, 2/2d Inf secured the brigade CP and engineer work
parb:.es at MINH THANH while malntaa.ning one company as the bm.gade RRF. .

34 Brigade continued secur:.ty opératloné around base camps in BINH
LONG Province, 1/16th Inf remained as RRF for possible commitment in
the SONG BE area, 2/28th Inf continued to secure the LOC NINH airfield,
Company A searched the high ground northeast of 1OC NINH vie XU 772122
with negative contact, 2/18th Inf secured the Hivision forward CP at
QUAN LOT minus the recon platoon wh:.ch was att.ached to Troop c, 1/hth
Cav for its move,

._. o YRR

. 1/Ath Ca.v rega:l.ned OPCON of Troop D at 1700!{.' Troop B escort.ed G
Battery C, 1/7th Arty from HON QUAN to a firing position vie XT 7983 to
support a Troop C move to MINH THANH. One platoon of Troop ‘A remained
at CHON THANH and secured 8/6th Arty and 2/13th Arty (-). 1 /28th Inf

_ with Battery B, 1/5th Arty continued operations in the UONG 8L area
. conducting company and platoon size patrols around the battalion and
: .airfield base.

‘ 22 June - Cha.nges :m Task Orgamzatlon |

1st Br1gade SR
.~ 1/2d Inf TAC CP atch 1513H (mmrTHANH) , P
ST Af1f2a Inf Sk
SR c/1/ath Ca.v atch 4 /2d Ini‘ 1600H L

, 1st‘. Infantry Divismn forces cont:.nued to discover Ve supply caches
-in the DAU TIENG A0, uncovering 277 tons of rice and 100 sheets of tin.
2/2d Inf conducted a battalion size airmobile assault into.1Z YELLOW
© 7 (XT 415528). to assist: 2/16th Inf in their search for VC rice caches.:
' The.battalion CP and Company A remained vic XT 408515 wheré they secured
. Battery A, 2/13th Arty which-was moved into the AO by CH-47 from CHON*
. THANH, Company ‘B searched to vic XT 435541 vhere’ they remained oVers
_.night, Company C established an overnight position vie XT 412565.
2/16th Inf continued to. exploit and search areas of prev:.ous cache
-discoveries. Company B-uné¢overed 250 additional tons in the vic of  the
cache located XT 447537, Company C located and destroyed four tons of S
. rice, 100 sheets of tin vic XT 445550, 1/2d Inf moved Company B from . .. . ;
ey ‘PHUOC VINH to _secure the brigade CP at MINH THANH, ° SRS .5

Lot The 3d Brigade conducted a- ROADRUNNER operat:.on south’ bf I.DC NINH,”‘
and HON QUAN ‘along Route 13 to destroy VC road blocks and.reported tax
~ ‘cdllection points. 1/16th Inf moved Company C south- along Route 13 to
vic XT'722995 with negat:n.ve results. Troop By ‘1/hth’ Cav patrolled south
along Route™13 'to vic XT 765610 and’removed four roadblocks in route, : ‘.
- 2/18th Inf provided security for Division Forward CP and the QUAN LOI ' ‘
‘airfield.’ 2/28th Inf secured the LOC NINH airstrip a.nd searched the
hlgh ground vic XU 7312 w:u.tl’x nega,tlve contact..

: ‘.-.

. 1/28t.h In.f continued extensive patrols in company AO's arou.nd the
ba.ttalion perimeter at SONG 'BE “There was négative contact. -

23 June - Changes in Task Orgam.zation

' 1st. Br:.gade S
B/1/2d Inf OPCON 1/2d Inf 1035H
" ¢/1/2d Inf OPCON 1/2d Inf 1720H
3d Brigade :
1/1 éth Inf returned to!IAI KHE 1720
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The 1st Infantry Division continued Operation EL PASO II. hdditional
VC caches were uncovered and several minor contacts were established in:
the DAU TIENG area, ROADRUNNER operations continued along Route 13, In . -
the SONG BE area, 1/28th Inf received five mortar rounds at 0630H in

their battalion perimeter. Company size patrols were conducted out
to five kilometers from the base camp, '

Security for the ist Brigade 'CP 'at MINH THANH was provided by Company

A, 1/2d Inf and Troop C, 1/4th Cav, Company B, 1/2d Inf moved from

FHUOC VINH to MINH THANH while Company C moved from LAI KHE to MINH THANH. -

2/2d4 Inf uncovered several VC supply caches and destroyed several small -

VC base camps, 2/16th Inf uncovered a major cache which contained 1000°
tons of rice and 8000 sheets of tin vie XT 447543, Company A killed -

‘four VC (BC) in a fire fight in the vic of the supply cache, - Company B-

engaged an unknown number of VC at 1100H vic XT L4854k and estimated _
four killed, There was no major contact by the 3d Brigade elements con- -
ducting security operations in BINH LONG Province, Troop B, 1 /4th Cav
with Company B, 2/18th Inf moved north.along Route 13 to the CAM 1E

Bridge (XT 723973) and searched south and east of the bridge with nega-
tive contact, 2/18th Inf (-) secured the Division Forward CP and con-

- ducted local patrols at QUAN LOI. 1/16th Inf moved to ‘the LOC NINH

airstrip where the battalion (~) was lifted to LAI KHE. Company C was -
lifted to PHUOC VINH closing at 1520H. 2/28th Inf conducted local patrols
around LOC NINH and moved Company B to secure Battery C, 2/13th Arty vic

XU 7406,

2, June - Changes in Task Organization

1st Brigade B
' ‘C/ 1 7h‘hh Cav released OPCON O730H

Significant food and supply caches continued to be uncovered in the.
DAU TIENG area, 2/2d Inf searched AO HORSE (XT 455575) uncovering
several small caches and engaging 25 VC at a VC boat building site vic
XT 459568. Vhile searching vic XT 455553 Company'B, 2/16th Inf killed
one VC (BC) and captured one CHICOM SMG. The company uncovered 2

~ supply cache that yielded 2% tons of salt, 15 tons of dried fish, 1000

gallons of kerosene, 8000 aluminum pans, 1000 cans' sardines, ten 55 gallon

CP at MINH THANH, -

" ‘The 3d Brigade conducted a ROADRUNNER operation with cavalry and

infantry elements. Troop B, 1/4th’Cav and Company' A, -2/18th Inf cleared

Route 13 from HON QUAN to CHON THANH. ' Compahy:B, 2/18th Inf and Battery
C, 1/7th Arty moved to & firing Positibn viciXI7680 to support. Troop
C was released from OPCON 1st Brigade and at 0730 moved.to vic XT 7680,
Company A, 2/18th Inf returned,tq QUAN LOT. ' 2/28th.Inf continued local -
security operations around the LOG-NINH 'airfields ™ - :

. MR R TR S Y S £ )

25 June - The extraction/destruction of VC rice and supply caches
continued in the DAU TIENG AO. 2/2d Inf located ten tons of rice vic

XT 449552 and 12 tons vic XT 451572 and ‘destroyed several'small base camps :

in AO HORSE. 2/16th Inf destroyéd VC supply caches vicinity.LZ PINK end .
conducted local patrols which killéd one VC (BC) vie XT 451551 at 1025H,
1/2d Inf patrolled in AO BLUE and ardurd the 1st Brigade CP at MINH THANH,
with Company B destroying 1.5 tons of rice and five huts vic their over- .

night position (XT 410515), - .
" The 3d B nde conduéted patrols in the LOC NINH area with 2/28th
Inf and in ¢ JUAN LOI area with 2/18th Inf, There was negative con-

tact. 1/4th Cav (-) continuyed to secure the HON QUAN airfield with two
troops. ST L R - S

N D
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ms of oil, 500 hoes, and 900 soup ladles. 1/24 Inf secured the brigade -
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1/28th Inf conducted daylight patrols in the SONG BE AO to the north o

and northwest of the airfield, At 234L5H the battalion received: five
- rounds 60mm mortar fire which caused no casualties or damage. ‘

\

0 26 June - Changes in Task Orgam.zation
M! 3d Br:.gade»,'. b T

r o -+ 1/28th Inf OPCON 1BSOH ‘
Cwiie . Bf1/5th Arty Atch 2/33d Arty (=) 1200H

FEETIRAE TS,

W,*' .. £/2/13th Avty Atch 2/33d hrty (-) 12008

.‘?

Operat:.on EL PASO continued and an increase in enemy c‘ontacts was'
noted while the division répositioned elements-at SONG-BE,*i::"." .

. 1st Brigade elements cont:Lnued the destruct:.on of VC rice caches in .
the 'DAU TIENG area, 2/2d4 Inf killed two VC (BC) and’ ‘captured two SA

rifles in a. brief fire fight at 1030 vie XT L5856, 2/16th Inf Irepered“ ;

rice caches. for destruction by bombing and . contamination by':chemical -
egents (Cs~1), ' 1/2d Inf continued 'security of the brigade CP and engi-
neer work elements at MINH THANH. Company B located a.nd destroyed a
platoon .size base camp vie XT L..3851A. L

o

.The 3d Brigade gained opcon of 1/28th Inf end Battery B, 1 /5th Arty :

,e.t 'SONG BE and moved Company A, 2/28th Inf and ‘Battery C, 2/13th Arty to

‘the SONG BE AQ to assist in the security ‘of the airfield and search for
Ve forces., A /28th Inf madé’ contact with an estimated VC company at vie
YU 24,5095 which resulted in seven Ve KIA (BC), 21 VC KIA (Prob) and

"several weapons captured, ' 2/28th Inf (~) continued security patrols °
around LOC NINH conducting a platoon size combat assax.lt into an 1LZ vic
XT 7707 with negative contact. Company B remained invic-XU 7404, -
.2/18th Inf made contact with an estimrted VC company when an ambush

. patrol from,Company B.became engaged at OOO5H vic "XT 808898, A platoon .
size relief . force encountered an unknown number of VC approximately:-{C00-
meters £from the. ambueh site,” jnesults of the contacts dn.sclosed f::ve '
VC KIA (BC) #nd various wéapons captured, AR B IR

. .o ° ot /‘ .

; 2/1 eth lnf elements susté:med four KIA and six WIA o1 /f;th cav: (=)
,moved at, first light to block:.ng positions east and s'ov.‘lth of QUAN LOI
in conjunction with '2/18th Infantry search and destroy eperaﬁion to I
intercept the VC company. efigaged’ earlier. PO B LT e

27 June - Chahges in Pask” Organization R

Divisior .Troops,
0 2/18ch"INE F200H: |
S 1/bth Cav (-) 1200H _
ST C/1/7th Arty Atch 8/6th Arty (~-) O800H :
AR © 8fétn: Arty (-) (Us) 2/18th Inf deoon :-.‘.:-' : "-‘ K
C1st. Ini‘a.ntry Pivision continued Operation EL PASO II, searching the ‘
ca.che areas. west of DAU ‘I‘IENG and remforcing operat:.ons in the SONG BE
area. . S S ety e e v :
L 1st Brigade TF continued destrhctlon ‘of the rice cahces wlth 2/2d Inf :
in AO HORSE and 2/1 éth Inf work:.ng in LZ PINK, ~ A CH-4T7 working out of '
PINK crashed and burned on’ take ‘off k:.lhng the pilot, ' Both batta-
- lions ‘received harass:.ng SA fire d‘uring the day. - 1/2d Inf -secured the
‘1st Brigade MINH THANH CP anid énglneer elements ‘repeiring the. airfield,
VMortar and artillery fire was placed in vic XT 405505 and XT L40Q500
..;;where Company B was receiv:.ng SA fire and two Ve were- estlmated killed,

.
. ) <Sibo 3 ,~J Wt
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1A
3d Brigade CP with 2/28th Inf (-) and 2/33d Arty (=) displaced to

: SONG BE airfield and assumed control of 1/28th Inf and its elements in

‘the SONG BE AD. Company C, 2/28th Inf remained at LOC NINH and secured
squipment and supplies still to be moved. 1/28th Inf secured the NUI

Bi RA airfield condueting company and platoon size search and destroy
cverations in the A0, 2/18th Inf was placed under division control at

1200H with 1/4th Cav (=) attaghed, The infantry battalion continued secur«
ity opersticns around QUAN IOI while 1/4th Cav supported an ARVN resupply
¢convoy by conducting a ROADRUNNER operation from HON QUAN to LOC NINH

with Troop C. :
4 - 538

28 June = Changes in Task Crga ization

1st Brigads :
o 2/i6th Inf detach 164L0H
oo Fe 1/2d Inf (-) detach 1925H
2/2d Inf detach 1901H
Hg and A/2/13th Arty detach 174L0H
1/18th Inf Atch 1600H (MINH THANH). .. - ...
. The 1st Infantry Division continued relocation of elements in Opera=
‘tion EL PASO II. 1st Brigade moved 1/2d Inf (-) from MINH THANH and
‘Company 'C, *1/2d Irif from the DAU TIENG AO to.PHUOC VINH closing at 1925H.
:3/2d ‘Inf ‘was airlifted from LZ PINK to DAU TIENG airfield, then moved to
LAI KHE '¢losing at 1910H, 2/16th:Inf swept to LZ PINK killing one Ve
(BC) vic XT LL7548 enroute, They were lifted to DAU TIENG and moved by
“0=123"to "BIEN-HOA, -closing at-1640H, 1/18th Inf moved by C-123 from

 TSTEN HOK ‘to "MINH THANH where they: closed-at.1600H and assumed defense of

i?{ﬁ'é “Yrigdde CP-and airfield, There were no major. contacts -during .t.héi,
.mé"res.. FENEAIN EE S S ‘ - -t i I TR

’ oy HOaE! v
B VRN r

. ’ :,-\_ .. GBS el Tl
A HNY D A A AN : CaRe Lp m e wase
»¥1934"Brigade’ ¢ohpleted its moveiout of LOC NINH when.Company .G, 2/28th
-Inf arid/trains closéd'SONG-BE7ab:-47COH, . Company .4, :2/28th . Inf conducted
oah’airmobile assault’ into’an’'LZ. vie YU 1 85035.and ;searched .the area with
“Adgative results, ' “1728th Inf. swept: west to the-SQNG. BE,River vic. U :
(§89110 from NUI ‘BA RA: ‘and‘returned:-at’ 1500H with-negstive contact,
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* In the QUAN IOI*"HOMSQUAN areas, security opergtions continued, -
"2/18th Inf conducted bne platoon size patrol to -vie: XT: 803913 and
“gecured the Divisidn Forward’ CP,. Troop B, 1/4th Cav with an RF corsany,
cleared Route 13 &outh frem HON QUAN to vic east = west;grid 1ir-

“Troop C and a CIDG platdom sealed and searched villages,at XT &..

‘XT 862877, XT 862899 withinegative contacte:: . .+ v ey
T . R S AR UT A P S L (O SRR ..-'; -':'.'
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29 June = Changes in Task Organization - i+ s\, e gy o L

LR

R SRV S TR RO L SO S TR
Division Troops ‘ FEE A
1/18th Inf -OPCON-1st Div 0900H
- Detach 1st Bde Fwd CP:4745H .. -,
B/1/2d -Inf 1703H ;v - " (=)
D/1/5th Arty £630H - ’
: A VI I ,
1st Brigade terminated parti.cipation in Operation EL PASO II returning
to PHUOC VINH, 1/18th Inf.continued to secure the engineer work parties
at, MINH THANH under division.control. '3 ;2 : o

’
L.

2/18th Inf with 1/4th Cav.attdched continued security missidns for

_ the division base at QUAN LOI and conducted search and destroy and pa.t_rol

“dperations in the QUAN LOI - HON QUAN AO's, Troop B, 1/4th Cav with
Company B, 2/18th Inf attached:¢bnducted a ROADRUNNER and search and . .
destyoy along Route B to vic XT873993. . During the;gperation a small®”
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‘ amount of SA ammo, some medical supplies, and documents were discovered, 24

Company A and Troop C with one CIDG platoon searched AO PINK (XT 807517) -
~during the. night and sealed the village i_n the vicinity.

~_ The 3d Brigade TF continued operations in the SONG BE AO with 1/28th

- Inf conducting a battalion airmobile assault into LZ RED (YT 197995).

- The battalion swept to the west and closed into overnight positions vic
. YT 204994,..

- "2/2'81:.}1' Inf r_einﬁried ‘vic NUI BA RA airfield, A pé.trol from Company
A ‘engaged 20 VC in a short fire fight at 1850H viec YU 191041 with negative
" results, = - - : : L ‘

- 30 June - Changes in Task Organization

' 1st Brigade OPCON 1st Div Fwd 1530H
S0t 7 1/2d Inf OPCON 1530H - o
 1/28th Inf OPCON 1620H
2/18th Inf OPCON 1550H
1/4th Cav (~) OPCON 1550H
- 8/6th Arty (-) DS 1/Lth Cav (-) _
. A/2/33d Arty Atch 8/6th Arty (-) 1850H
- C/1/7th DS 1st Bde - - . o

oo st Infantry Division forces continued the search for elements of .
~ the 9th VC Division. A major engagement with the 271st VC Main Force

. Regiment vic of SROK DONG (XT 7299) resulted (Annex A). The batile

- developed when. Troops B and C, 1/4th Cav conducting a ROADRUNNER opera—
© tion from HON QUAN to LOC NINH on Route 13 received heavy mortar, SA and
. A fire at 0930H vic XU 723014, Armed helicopters and artillery fired .

. in support along one side of the road while air strikes were employed

+' on the other side, A total of 88 Air Force fighter bomber sorties were .
. flown during the battle. 2/18th Inf and Troop C, 1/4th Cav were.committed.

- -2/18th Inf assaulted an LZ north of the VC positions vic XU 724014 with

-Companies A-and B, ' Company C, 2/18th Inf and Troop C, 1/4th Cav moved

along Route 13 to relieve Troop B and became heavily engaged vic XT

720986, Three CIDG companies, one ARVN APC troop and two .companies of .
1/9th ARVN Regiment were placed under OPCON 1st Infantry Division and
assisted by'blocking south and north of the contact area, -1/2d Inf e
was airlifted into LZ BLUE (XT 6799) west of the contact and swept east = -

o into the blocks. All elements of 2/18th Inf along with the cavalry

- troops were engaged in ‘heavy contdct until approximately 1730H, The .VC . - . '
" losses were 267 VG KIA (BC), 300 VC KIA-(Prob), 15 VCC, 23 crew served . '

' weapons, and 40 SA rifles captured; "

- "The 1st Brigade rejoined Operation EL PASO II, moving a CP to QUAN

. LOI' with OPCON of 1/2d Inf, 1/28th Inf, 2/18th Inf and 1/4th Cav (-). .

~ '1/28th Inf moved from NUI BA RA-airfield to QUAN LOI and secured the -
division CP and airfield remaining on strip alert, :

~ 3d Brigade continued operations in the SONG BE AO with 2/28th Inf and
_ : Battery C, 2/13th Arty at .NUI BA RA. Company B, 2/28th Infantry secured
. ‘Battery B, 1/5th Arty vic YU 1901345i% o S

" 1 July = Changes in 'I'ask-O:‘_'g_'a_f{i"zation o
| . Division Troops -
2/2d Inf OPCON (QUAN LOI)

e 01 /7th Arty Atch 2/2d Inf 1530H
.. B/1/5th Arty (=) Atch C/i/7th Arty

PN
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turing one VC‘and locating sevéral fresh igraves. 'The battalion remained

| mg_],AS, blfl.ﬂgy

1st Infantry Division forces in conjunction with 5th ARWN Divisioa
forces continued to search the vicinity of the previous day's contact
and moved forces to the west of Route 13 to interdict fleeing VC forces.
Mumerous shallow graves containing VC bodies were discovered during the
day s operation, ’

Ist, Frigade positioned forces to prevent remnants of the 271st
Feziment from escaping into Cambodia, - 1/2d Inf was lifted into 12
BLIE (XT 668985) where Company C remained to secure Battery A, 2/33d
Arty which was lifted into the LZ at O843H, Companies A and B swept
to vic XU 710031 where they remained overnight, One VC wes captured . ‘
during the sweep, 1/28th Inf conducted an airmobile assault on LZ GREEN . .
(XP 6199) then swept to vie XU 660015, Sporadic sniper fire was encoun-

‘tered and one VG was killed (BC) viec XU 605002, 2/18th Inf initially.

searched the battle area then at 1600H the battalion conducted an air-
mobile assault into LZ PINK (XU 592025). -Headquarters and Company C '
moved tc overnight positions vic XU 589109, Company B vie XU 590039, -
Company A vic XU €07019. Company A received mortar and SA fire commencing
at about 1800 and lasting until 2020H sustaining six KHA and 15 WHA = -
(Arnex A), 1/4th Cav (-) linked up with 1/2d Inf (~) vic Objective

' SOCCER- (XT 674998) where they remained overnight. Troop C moved to
17 BLUE 'and Jjoined Company C, 1 /2d:Inf securing Battery A, 2/33d Arty.

34 Brigade CP ‘remained at the NUI'BA RA sirfield with 2/2éth Inf,
Battery B, 1/5th Arty moved three tubes té QUAN LOI, the remaining 105

187135,

Mowitzer and personriel were secured by Company B, 2/28th Inf vic YU .

L 1/18th Inf under division'coriti-al.-securéd engineer elements working -
on the MINH THANH airstrip, ‘ ‘ :

2 July = Changes in Task Organization
e  Division Troops:  © -

. 2/18th Inf OPCON 1530H
18t Brigade . :

T - ' '2/2d Inf OPCON 1515H- "« % . "t regt ooy _ ‘
AWM 3d Brigade Co B P R I N KT
s ~ 1/16th Inf OPCON : : o
g B/1/5th Arty R X

R R ST O NI

- 3ot Brigade continued search and blotking: operatidons.west-of Réute

W4, 2/18th Inf (~) was attacked at O550H by 3d Battalipny. 273d VC.

Regiment, Artillery and air strikes were called im:with the Air Force
using three flights of Sky Spot in close air support. 1/28th Inf moved
from overnight' positions to support 2/18th Infi - The two battalions
Joined up'ahd swept the'defensive position after the.VC.broke contact
at O910H,: ' Reshilts 'of the ‘Battle ‘iri¢tude 70 VC:KIA-(BO), .and 110 VC

‘KIA (Prob),” 2/18th Tnf’ was extiected to QUAN LOX:and: placed under OPCON

division Ht"1530H, ~1/28th Inf swept morth to:LZROSE (XU 587025) cap-

.

overnight st Lz ROSE,

X tony . -
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1/2d Inf searched the woods north of LZ YELLOW (XU 7202) and located
11 VC bodies, one ,50 cal MG, and one 60mm mortar. At 1245 the battalion .
was lifted from LZ YELLOV to:LZ-RED (XU 657050)., The battalion (=) =

remained overnight at RID w:;t.h Compeny C at XT 666984 .

) ~2/2¢.;1"Inf was returned to 1ét Brigade control and lif;c;ed int;b 1z
PINK (XU"592025) where they remained overnight. : :

NG
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UNCLASSIFIED,
1/kth Cav (~) with an ARVN APC troop swept to LZ VHITE (XU 657037)
where they remained overnight, Troop B secured LZ RED for 1/2d Inf, .

conducting reconnaissance of roads and trails in the area and returned
to 1LZ BLUE to rema:m overnight,

The 34 Brigade returned to the LOC NINH area from 'SONG BE with 2/28th :

Inf, 2/33d Arty (-), Battery C, 2/13th Arty and elements of Battery B,
1 /5th Arty., The remainder of Battery B, 1/5th Arty joined the brigade
from QUAN LOI., 1/16th Inf moved from LAI KHE and joined 3d Brigade
elements at LOC NINH Defensive pos:.tn.ons around the a:\.rfleld were

_ improved

: 3 July - 1st Infantry D:.v:.s:.on forces searched and swept the area
east of 2/18th Inf contact,  and patmlled in the LOC NINH area., ARVN
and CIDG forces continued operat:.ons in close cooneratlon mth the

- division, ° :

1st Brigade with 2/2d Inf in the south and 2/28th Inf on the north
swept from overnight positions east of the previous day's contact area,’
'Additional graves and/bodies were discovered during the sweep, 2/2d Inf
remained overnight at LZ VHITE, 1/26th Inf returned to LZ RED.  1/4th
. Cav (=) conducted a reconnaissance from LZ “HITE to Objective SOCCLR
(XT '677998) with negative contact, where it remained oveérnight. Two
platoons swept from LZ BLUE to Route 13 vic CAM LE Bridge (XT 722972)
which they secured overnight, One platoon remained at 1Z BLUE. '

3d Br:.gade airlifted remaining-elements from SONG BE AO. 2/28th
Inf moved Company C with Battery C, 2/13th Arty overland to a firing
. position vic XU 685066, A CIDG company Jjoined them and remained over=
" night. 2/28th Inf (~) and 1/16th Inf in conjunction with 2/9th ARVN
' Reg:.ment and CIDG forces secured the LOC NINH area,

"1/18th Inf provz.ded secur:.ty for eng:.neers working on- the M[NH THAM-I“
airfield with patrols throughout the rubber pl.ant<.tlon. There was no
contact.

2/18th Inf rema:med at QUAN LOI securing the division CP and’ a:.rf:.eld.
a July - Changes in Task Orgamzatlon '

" 1st Brigade
. 2/18th Inf OPCON 0800H

‘st Br:n.gade terminated operatlons west of Route 13, 1/2d Inf (=) -
secured LZ'RED:for 1/28th Inf extraction to QUAN LOI at O94OH. 1/2d Inf
(=) moved ‘to LZ VHITE where it joined 1/4th Cav (-) 'and departed for
QUAN LOI at 1040H. Both elements closed QUAN LOI and HON QUAN respec-
tively by 1530H. One VC was captured enroute, Company B, 1/2d Inf was
lifted from LZ BLUE and closed :QUAN 10I at 13301{ 2/24 Ini' moved from
LZ 1"HITE to QUAN LoI by hel:.copter. :

3d Br:.gade continued- search and destroy operatlons with ARV'\I a.nd
./CIDG forces in the LOC NINH area. ' -Company A, 2/28th Inf secured an .
ACH=L7 ‘downéd due to mechanical trouble vig XU 697101, Company C and
Battery C, 2/13th Arty moved to'a new firing position vie XU 6850&L:
Company A, 1/1 6th Inf swept area vic XU 805067 with negative contact.

“1/18th Inf cont:.nued secunty patx"ola in vic MINH THANH alrﬁeld. s
F:.ve VC were k:.lled (Prob) in a f:.re f:.ght at 1730H,
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§ July = ist Inifantry Division elements continued patrols and care
and maintensacs of squipment in the QUAN LOI, HON «JUAN, LOC NINH areas.,

18t Brigade patrols had negative contach,
34 Erigade slepents provided security for the LOC NINH airstrip.
Qempeny &, Ui, inf with ong CIDG compeny. secured the Zfiring position

fov Fathery O, 2/V3en Aty (X0 635084,

©o1/18eh Inf secured enginesrs working at MINH THANH,

6 July = Chenges in Fask Organization. -
- Division Troops '
g/cth arty {=~k 08 - ...
. o tst Brigade Co CoL
.. _Hg/1/5th Arty (=)-DS - .
A/‘/Sth Acty - . . A T
Af2/33d Arty Ateh 1/5th.Arty (=) . o o

L L o N 3 B C e .o . A S
-+ 1st Brigede elements defended the HON QUAN, QUAN.LOI,bases with.
negative coentact, ~ S o :

-’ 3d Brigade forces and 9th ARV elements searched the LOC NINH AO. .
1/16th-Inf swept along Route 13 south to XT 720986, The battalion.

 discovered L5 decomposed VC bodies vic XU 7200 believed to be from the

30 .June battle, The recon platoon remained overnight vicinity XU 723005. -

1 1/18kheInf conducted patrols two - three kilometers from t.heMINH .
THANH .perimeter and provided security for tl_m.e,lgqgineer-',elhiiwn?s ‘repairing
: the airfield, : Lo L 1, ..,:..,u v : “ i . s

) . Y ;'\‘i .‘;';J 1 “ .";'.“,, i' . ' . o

7 July - Operation EL.PASC. II.continued as both brigades conducted .
local .gecurity around the bese: camps and prepered for future operations
a.lqng MINH: THANH Road.... R N : . o e o

o [P L4 TP I I PR PR . W
-, " 1st . Brigade began.moving 2/2d Inf in, gmall units by helicopter to.
MINH.THANH, 8/6th Arty (~) was escorted to Artillery Base I (XT 709815)
by Company B,. 2/2d Inf where both. siements remained overnight.. .A.decep-
tion .plan was relessed placir; future division operations in the SROG. CON
CTRANG.aveas =~ -+ s . e e e e s :

EUNE Y
! !\I'

. 34 Brigade contimed to defend the LOC NINH area in conjunction with .
ARVN and CIDG forces,- 1/16th.Inf swept southeast.to vic XU :750020 and -
‘back. to-L0C; NINH with negative-contact, e e o

- .

e T -
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2/28th Inf conducted a company size airmobile assault around the

- ‘village XU 712152, . Company A searched the village and a patrol engaqu .

five VC vic XU 707147, killing two (Prob), Company B and one CIDG
company secured Battery C, 2/13th Arty vic XU 68506k, AU

'8 July - Changes in Task Organization

i s L N . ".‘,\"“.HJ..' . :
1st Brigade .

1/16th Inf OPCON 1635H

‘1st Infantry Division continued Operation EL PASQ II with elements
conducting care and maintenance and preparation for future operatians,
The deception plan continued in the SRCK CON TRANG area, B-52 strikes
and numerous reconnaissance; flights were conducted, and artillery Hel

fires increaséd. Artillery: doncentrations were plotted and LZ's ‘plarned D

along MINH THANH Road. © j\yi .
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- 1st Brigade continued prepositioning of elements for operations along 28
MINH THANH Road. 2/2d Inf completed infiltration to MINH THANH by heli-
copter and assisted 1/18th Inf in securing the airstrip. Company B, 1/2d
Inf continued to secure 8/6th Arty (-) at Artillery Base I, while Company
C with Headquarters, 1/5th Arty and Battery C, 1/7th Arty moved to/and
_ established Artillery Base II vic XT 770780. 1/4th Cav (-) provided
convoy security for a 1/28th Inf move to vic NHA TROUNG - MINH DUC
- (XT 734817). Company B, 1/28th Inf continued on to Artillery Base I
~to assist with securlty. 1/Lth Cav (-) returned to HON QUAN. 2/18th
Inf remained at QUAN IOI and patrolled the area with negative contact,

1/1 6th Inf moved from LOC NINH to QUAN LOI and was ched under OPCON
1st Brigade, .

3d Brigade moved Battery C, 2/13th Arty and Company B, 2/28th Inf
from a forward base back to LOC NINH, 2/28th Inf secured the LOC NINH
. eirfield with nega‘bive contact, ‘

9 July - Changes in Task Orgam.zat:u.on

Division Troops _
. 2/18th Inf OPCON
. - .., 1st Brigade
.t ..+ .. 1/18th Inf OPCON O600H

The 1st Infantry Division conducted a carefully planned reconnaissznce
.along the MINH THANH Road to lure VC forces into preplanned artillery
fires and air strikes, Forces remained on alert to be lifted into pre-
planned 17%'s, -

1/4th Cav (-) with Company B, 1/2d Inf attached departed HON QUAN
for MINH THANH at O720H conducting reconnaissance by fire as it moved.
At 1048 an airborne FAC observed VC vic XT 675738, Artillery fires were
- called in and Air Force aircraft on alert for the operation were called..
The cavalry TF continued to move and at 1115 became heavily engaged by
SA, AW, recoilless rifle and mortar fire from the entrenched VC, Artile
: ‘lery and air support continued, and the cavalry clements returned fire :
 with organic weapons. 1 /28th Inf was lifted into an LZ northeast of the
contact (XT 6975). 2/2d Inf moved by foot from MINH THANH to LZ 4 south
of the contact (XT 685715), 1/1 8th Inf moved from MINH THANH and attacked
'~ from southwest along the north side of MINH THANH Road. The battalion
. became engaged with a VC blocking force at 1500H vic XT 665741, .1/16th
- Inf conducted an airmobile assault into an LZ NC vig XT 6878 then moved
and blocked northwest of the contact vic XT 645766, 1/4th Cav (-) was
resupplied by an ARVN APC troop from HON QUAN, while other ARVN elements.
at CHON THANY and LOC NINH .were prepared to assist. -‘As the VC forces
attempted to flse tc the north, 2/2d Inf was lifted from LZ 4 and lifted
to LZ NC and moved southeast 2000 meters to a blocking position, The VC
broke contact about 1330H and 1st Infantry Division elements began con-
solidating overnizht positions. At darkness 160 VC bodies had beea
counted with seven VC captured. The VC force was identified as the 2724
Regiment recently reconstituted with elements from the NVA, The Air
Force supported the operation with 96 sorties and with the artillery
- continued fires on suspected:VC escape routes. 2/2d Inf and 1/16th
Inf remained in their blocking positions overnight., 1/18th Inf remained
vic XT 665741, 1/28th Inf withdrew to a RON location vie XT 665742,
while 1/4th Cav (=) moved Troop B to vic XT 664737 and Troop C to vic.
XT 691750 to RON,

During the contact 1/2d Inf (-) secured Artillery Bases I and II
while 2/18th Inf secured the QUAN LOI area and remained on alert as the
d:.v:.s:.on RRF, . .~
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~ Fifteen of 31 lifts-closed Q

—CTINFI TN |
Tn the LOC NINH area, 2/28th Inf secured the 3d Brigade CP and
rewained on alart far possible comnittment into the contact area.

10 July - 1st Infantry Division forces conducted; sdarch and destroy
operaticns reliowing the previous day's battle, The VC body count rose
to 238 with an additional 10Q°VC 'estimetod"kilTled, Nine crew served
weapong et 4“4 weapons were captured, Ist Infantry Division elements
susbaiped 2o KHA and 100 WHA, :

~ 1st Brigade forces coptinued to locate and destroy VC forces. 1/18th.
inf éngaged an unknown number of VC vic XT 652739 and sustained two KHA
and 13 WHA, VO results were urknown,  1/28th Inf searched the battle.
field locating additional VG hedies and weapons, The battalion remained
overnight vic XT 645736, 1/kth Cav (<) withCompeny B, ! /24 Inf attached
fioved to MINH THANH :nd Secured the airfield and engineer ‘repdir ‘parties,
1/16th Inf killed ¢ne VC at 0230H vic their RON position, Company A '°
swept southeast encountering a platoon size VC force and killing four

(BC) vic XT 644775. The company located and destroyed a battalion size

base camp in the contact area. 2/2d Inf swept from their RON gosition to
Objective, DICK (XT 695750) with negstive comtact, 1 /2d Inf (-) secured
artillery elements at Bases I and IIV' ™ o |

M Jfeth Inf conducted patrols in ‘the -QUAN'LOX area and secursd the
division CP with negative contact. =7 " C L

.. 3d Brigade CP remained at LOC NINH., 2/28th Inf swept to the east and
‘southeast with negative contact, , . :

11 duly - Chenges in Task Organization™ -~ . sl L
. o : R LTl g S “ e N f‘“'. 5'.'2 o
. 1st Bmgade e R L yrat IRERAT NI
2/18th Inf OPCON 1500H ,
IR 0 : TN

Operation EL 'PASO II continued as 1 st Brigadé“forded moved from over=-

night positions north of MINH THANH to: QUAN LOI. 1/Ath Cav (=) with

Company B, 1/2d Inf ‘and engineer elements moved from MINH THANH by road

“to HON QUAN. 1/18th Inf returned to MINH THANH while 2/2d Inf, 1/16th .

Inf and 1/28_th..; Inf were extracted from LZs and moved by helicopter to.

- QUAN LOI,

VI Jf 86K TTrE “secured the QUAN LOL area and came under OPCON 1st Brigade
A AT pews ey R . )

at 1500H, Coibi P

o1 39 B pide CP Tematrled”’at LOCNINH, '2/28th Inf swept to the south-
‘east 'gnd,’ba)c;!?(with‘negabﬁfe:’éonﬁa,ft“ SRIPTOTL g Qe L ST

. N -~
Ly T "':"‘"3!-"5.'}'[("- VEp e . . “,.
... 12 July = Changes in '{.’askﬂrganization
B D N I L G S AV AN 1L 43 S S S
LA TP

KISEETI Y 18‘@ Brigade“ BV A R R L AN S
' 2/24 Inf detch 1722H moved to LAI KHE -
2/18th Ini;..«‘_i;e')tch 2/,00H moved to CAMP COX

A4

1

24 Brigade headquarters commenced movement by air from CAMP COX .to
QUAN LOI in preparation for 'f‘%a:ﬂi'cfi"p&%ion in Operation EL PASO-III.
UAN'TOT by 2400 hours,
o L tad l..",« .- .

LU (0

1st Brigade redeployed Viiits f¥om EL PASO AO to base camps and pae-

#golled the biigade perimeter at QUAN-LOI. 1/kth Cav (-) secured the AN

10C airfield and conducted a ROADRUNMNER operation from AN LOC to XT 71 0817
between 0630 anc 1130 hours, wat GG S : A
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3d Brigade and 2/28th Inf conducted trail security patrols viec LOC

NINH airfield without contact, '2/2d Inf moved from QUAN LOI to LAI KHE
by air and came under 3d Brigade control at 1722 hours,

8/6th Arty (-) and Battery A, 1/5th Arty moved by road from X7 71 0317
. to AN 10C, eclosing at 111 5 hours,

13 July -~ Changes in Task_Organizat-ion

- 24 Brigade
P . 1/16th Inf OPCON O700H
.Y ax,. 07 1/18th Inf OPCON O700H
R 1/28th Inf OPCON O700H
1/4th Cav (-) OPCON O700H

B/1/7th Arty (DS) 1520H : L

 1st Brigade detch O700H : .
1/2d Inf detch 2000H :

Operatlon EL PASO moved :Lnto PHASE III. The 2d Brigade CP cle_sed
QUAN LOI at 1520 hours, - ‘

'The 3d Brigade continued to secure the de NINH airfield. The ist
Br:.gade termnated its part:.clpatlon in PHASE II at 0700 hours,

.The 2d Brigade a.ssumed the responsib:.llty of the defense of QUAN LOI, ,
MINH THANH, and AN LOC. Reconnaissance patrols and search and destroy
operat:.ons were conducted without contact.

The 3d Br:.gade continued to secure the LOC NINH airfield and con=-
vducted loca.l patrols.

1h July - Changes in Task Orgam.zatlon

2d Br:.gade :
1/16th Inf detch 1700H
2/16th Inf atch 0921H

3d Brigade Hq detch 1300H (TAC CP remains LOC NINH)
A/2/33d Arty detch 1620H

S 2d Br:.gade repositioned forces for future operations, conducted
© . patrols.within the TAOR and conducted care and maintenance., 1/16th Inf
. was airlifted from QUAN LOI to LAI KHE and attached to 3d Brigade at
- 1200 hours, 2/16th Inf was airlifted from LAI KHE to QUAN LOI and
' attached '2d Brigade 0921 ,
o 3d Br:.gade moved its headquarters by air t.o LATS KHE at 1300 hours,
The brigade TAC CP and 2/28th Trf remained at LOC NINH, securing the
. ,airfleld in conaunctlon with ARVN and CIDG forces,
15 July - Changes in Task Orga ization

... . '3d Brigade TAC CP deteh 1310H
oo 2/28th Inf A ‘
Ce 2d Brn.gade ‘conducted ext.ens:.ve patrols +to south, west and north of
v_QUAN LOI, 1/18th Inf moved by air from MINH THANH to LOC NINH and assumed
: respons:.b:.lity for the perimeter ab 1200 hours. ‘

o 3d Brlga.de TAC CP and 2/28t,h Inf moved by a:r from LOC NINH to LAI
. KH'E closzmg at 1310 hours. kj o 4

Bgttexy c, 2/33d Arty was a,irlifted from MINH THANH to I.OC NINH,
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'along Route- 13 “te ;X7 765745, : ~TF KATHAWAYs. .2/16th. Inf
by one‘»RF\'compamr, a-US/ARVN engineer-detachment, and 3/1,3; Cay ARW

16 July = Changes in Task Organization

2d Brigade
B/1/5th Arty (DS)
Ha/2/33d Arty detch
B/1/5th Arty deteh
b/2/1 3th Arty detch
Hq/1/5th: Arty detch ™

. Extensive day and night patrnls were conducted ‘without contact.
Troop C, 1 /hth Cav (=) conducted. a mounted patrol in.the rubber planta- ,

“fion three = seven l@lometers west of AN LOC.

: 17 July Extens:we patrols were conducted in the AN LOC - QUAN I.Of
LOCANINH: eves with. negat.we oont.act, T

wfe ‘ ”r‘ '”.. Paides M WL e

1; ‘)
‘l;v

s 48 July e 2dk Bmgadewonch:eted.a road ;clearmg opg;-i.'p:.on. grom AN I,OC

moved to repair the bridoe at X'I' 7657&5 and closed back to AN LOC at
1700 hours. SN PG

TF LEVANE: 1/hth Cav ( ) was reinforced with Companies A and C;
2/16th Inf and assisted;TF HA'BHAWAY on the operation.to.secure Route 13
and repa:.r the bndge.

S e U PEPC RO

1/28bh Inf defended QUAN Lo and served as ongade RRF,

19 July - 2d Brigade conducted. extens:we patrols in the AOs.‘

{, 3t

20 July - Opera.t:Lon SAN DIEGO/].‘.L PASO III, was postponed due to a.dversa ‘

flying weather,: The plan called for TF's LEWANE and HATHAWAY to open

"Route 13 from AN 1OC to Bench Mark 69 (XT' 7667!;5) . A combined US/ARVN
 engineer detachment.-would repair the road, In addition to normal local

security of the QUAN LOI - AN LOC - LOC NINH perimeter, Company C 1/18th
Inf (=) conducted a joint search and-destroy opera.tion with 2/9th ARVN
(=) north of LOC NINH to NHA THRONG,

21 July = The 2d Brigade forces. conducted local search and destroy

operat.lons and ext.ens.i,ve platoon and company-s:.zed patrols,

: 22 July - 2d Br:.gade conducted Operat:.on SAN- DIEGO/EL PASO IIL,.a
ROADRUNNER operation along Route 13 south of AN I.QC. PR
TF's LEVANE and HATHAVAY -cleared Route 13 from AN LOC to Line LONDON

{XT 767757), Each. task force consisted of US infentry and cavalry per-

sonnel, One company from 1/9th ARVN Inf and 3/1st Cav (ARVN) participated

with-TP- HATHAWAY,. . Engineer elements made road repairs at LONDON and
‘ﬂoth task forces closed AN 10C without contact,

P SR R Lo GGG HAd

t“ ,123 J\ﬂy Pastrols IWETE.. conducted from. the Jperimeters; at AN, LOC - QUAN
LOI 3¢ LOG NINH without: dontact, Company,h; 1/18uh.Inf sprrounded the
Village of MINH THANH (XU 7608) at 0500 hours for District and ARVN

Powced to. gearchiat first l:.ghte
PSSR SNSRI R Bl »J(‘aq. L : o
aMa Rl "July vExtensive pa‘brolhng was conducted from base ca;nps. .The .
ﬂomterattaék plan Jﬁor ‘AN LOC and LOC. NINH was rehearsed., ,

0T RO

l.~l'.. .

e IR -
.y \1 A [ eSO

25 JuLy Ten platoon-s:.zed and three company-s:.zed patrols were con-

ducted from the QUAN LOI - LOC NINH perimeters without contact, 2/28th

Inf conducted hagle thhts in congunotlon -withi A /lbh; Cav.. (-). Ce s
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26 July - At 1940 hours, an ambush patrol from 1/18th Inf received ¥
small arms fire from an unknown number of VC at XU 766076, No casuaities '
. were sustained and contact was broken at 2000 hours. s

27 July = Extensive patrolllng was conducted in the QUAN LOI and LOC
NINH areas, A joint US/ARVN cecrdon and search operation was conducted,
Company C 1/28th Inf moved from overnight p051t10n and sezled the VJ.}.Lage
- of TRA THANH (XU 770084). The cordcn was in position at 0400 when it
received small arms fire from two VC who fled back into TRA THANH. At
0730 a platoon from 1/4th Cav and one ARVN company searched the v:.llage
and apprehended two female VCS.

28 July - At 0200, 2/1 6th Inf (~) passed through 1/26th Inf portion
of the QUAN 10I perimeter and surrounded and hamlet of PHU MIENG (XT
790912), At 0630 a plateon from 1/4th Cav and one ARVN company searched
the hamlet with negative results. Extensive patrolling was conducted
‘ from all perimeters, :

: 29 July Extensive- patrols were conduoted wlthout cmtact, The Kecon
Platoon, 1/18th Inf commenced a two day operation in conjuncticn with a
CIDG company Two VCS were apprehended,

30 July - Changes in Task. Organiza,tlon )

S 2d Brigade S
1/28th Inf detch 061 5H -

Seeur:.ty of AN LOC - QUAN LOI -~ LOC NINH continued without contact.
- 2/16th Inf (-) assumed responsibility for the QUAN LOI perimeter with
the extraction 1 /28th Inf at 0615 hours., ‘ :

31 July - Cha.nge in Task Organization

2d Brigade '
- 1/28th Inf opcou 1310H

; A ROADRUNNER operat:n.on was conducted by TF LEWANE (1 /Lth Cav (-),
C/2/16th Inf) along Route 13 to CAM LE Bridge (XT.-722973). No contact
was’ made .and the TF returned to AN LOC w:.thout contact, .

1/28t.h Inf was airlifted from LAI KHE to QUAN 10I. Upon closure at

+ 1310, the battalion assumed responsibility for their port.:.on of.the QUAN
LOI perimeter. o

, 1 August -5 August - Changes in Task Organ:.zatlon

2/16th Inf detch for perlod of Operation CHEYENNE
1/18th Inf -
1/Lth Cav

K B/2/334d Arty det.ch 1640}1

The 2d Brigade contlnued extens:.ve patrolllno and redenloyed forces
for Operation CHEYENNE. 2d'Bn, 16th Inf secured the portion of QUAN LOI
perimeter and conducted patrols out to a;distance of 3000 meters to the
east., The LRRP made contact with four VC vic XT 658836, but the VC fled,
leav:mg a US carb:me and an unidentified small arm,

1st Bn, 18th Inf moved from LOC NII\.‘H by air, clos:mg QUAN 10I at 1823,

1st Bn ‘28th Inf eonducted two company—-elzed patrols 6000 msters west
and south: of QUAN LOI. - ;

30
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TF LEWANE consisting of one platoon each of cavalry and infantry
conducted a recon patrol 8000 meters southwest of AN LOC,

2 August - ist Bn, 28th Inf secured the QUAN 10T - AN LOC complex and

_ eonductad two company-sized patrols north and south of QUAN LOI. The

remaining brigade forces were deployed in support of Operztion CHEYENNE,

5 hugust - 1st Bn, 28th Inf continued to secure QUAN LOL - AN LOC
zonplex. .
vl August = Vith the passage of the ARVN. resupply convoy froim 'hl;;g'tz_d
Brigade Operation CHEYENNE AO, forces were redeployed to QUAN ,I,..Q].’.;.-,-.AN
10C complex, 2/i16th Inf.and B Troop, 1/bth Cav moved to QUAN LoT.” .

. .1/18th Inf also returned to QUAN LOI, Six VC were engaged by 2 'gunship
wat JXT 792792 with undetermined results. . S .

' § August = Changes in Task Organizafioi’xu . e
© 0 2/igth Tnf OPCON 15K1H . . . ...
o - 1/hth-Cav (=) deteh oo Lo

¢/1/kth Cav

- Mith reports of alleged attacks on.LOC. NINH (XU.742132) by the i0lst

. NVA Regiment, the 2d Bn, 18th Inf was mowed,from LAI KHE to LOC NINH and

coming under OPCON 2d Brigade upon closure at 1541 hours, Company.C,

~2/18th Inf conducted an airmobile assault into LZ CHEROKEE (XU 74,2062) .

and secured it for arrival of a platoon of the Light Assault Artillery

‘Battery. The battalion (=) secured the LOC NINH airfield. 2/16th Inf
. (=), 1/18th Inf, and 1/28th Inf secured the QUAN LOI perimeter and con-
" ducted extensive -patrols, - . ; L.

Task Force MEIEKS, consisting of 8/6th Arty (-), c 'Comparw,' 2/16th
Inf, B Troop, 1/hth Cav and A Battery, 1/5th Arty moved from AN LOC to
a forward artillery base at XT 721972 to support forces at LOG NINH,

' 6 August = All battalions continued their missions of security for

" the AN LOC = QUAN LOI - LOC NINH bases, Eight platoon-sized recon pate

rols were conducted without contact.. "l‘méeu;pﬁf;ﬁ\'a were inserted into

AO's and closed back torQUAN LOI .w:l‘;‘thput.,xoo‘,xys,}lcjt,_q :One platoon, '2/18th
Inf reinforced by e engineer squad conducted an airmobile assault into

an L2 vie.XU 711190:and eratered fRoute 13 to deny its use to VC vehicles
moving south.  FiIY 0O e O TE kit

A R CTT GCRIATLTNT AGLE St
: ST WG LGSR BUTEARDE T e h)s. RTINS (PgPUETy TR Er T, O - T
7. August = 2d Brigadeccontinued:to gegure:Q AN.IO0I and LOG NINH,, =

Extensive pabrollimg toithe: west.of AN-LOG:.produged.ne, Sigaificant, .

results. ,

e
8 Augusto=-Changesuin-Task Organizabion ro . yuse,. vy tupse;
e N I A [ SR ) ST S A P R .

" "1/28th Inf detch 1930H

ST LT

R 28 Brigade continued to: secure; the .QUAN* LOE:. a.nci ; LQCMINH ,airf:;l.elds '

and to conduct: recon .patrols withinrthe,TAOB.p,:1/18th Inf (=) assumed
responsibility for the 1/28th Inf sector of the QUAN LOI perimeter when .

A7 B B E e

9 Augustf'w Changes in Task Oiganiéation CunLghniep® L .
~ . i/18th Inf detch O942H retmrmed to CAMP COX.
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Reconna:.ssance and night combat patrols were conducted southwest of - 3¢
AN 10C., 2/16th Inf assumed responsibility for the defense of QUAN LOI :

~ at 0942 with the extraction of 1/18th Inf, IRRP Team Red sighted a VC .

. squad using dogs vic XT 720777. Company C, 2/16th Inf (- one platoon)
. displaced w:.th D Btry, 8/6th. Arty to AN LOC..

10 August =.2/18th Inf (~) extracted from LOC NINH to QUAN LOI closing

o A " st 2000 hours, One company remained at-LOC ‘NINH. The Light Assault

~ Artillery was extracted and returned to QUAN LOI at 1100 hours, All
-patrol act:.v:.ty was conducted without contact,

T hugast = The remainder of 2/18th Inf closed QUAN LOI at 0700,

12 August - Patrols were conducted to the northeast, southeast, and
west of QUAN LOI, Company A, 2/18th Inf moved to the AN LOC airstrip
‘and a.cted as a RRF for an ARVN operatlon to northwest of QUAN LOI.

13 August - 2d Brlgade continued to secure the QUAN 101 - AN LOC

o complex, Patrols were conducted to the north, east, and west of. QUAN
LOI, :

: Company c, 2/1 6th Inf and two platoons of B Troop were attached to
TF McGIFFERT to provide security for movement to a forward -artillery base

"‘Vt.-vic XT 705818,

- ~QUAN LOI closing at 1658 hours. :

L August = 2/16th Inf and 2/1 8th Inf conducted patrols to northeast
_and southwest of QUAN LOI respectively, A two platoon infaniry/cavalry
. patrol conducted a route recon northwest of AN LOC. One platoon escorted
- an engineer work detail to the CAM LE Bridge. All activities were con-
.cluded w:.thout incidents or contact. : : :

15 August ~ At 0940 hours Company A, 2/1 gth Inf began 2 heliborne

~assault into the MINH THANH area and was joined by a platoon of Light
Assault Artillery and B Btry, 1/7th Arty. Extensive. patrolling was

. conducted around QUAN LOI, AN LOC, and MINH THANH with negative contact.

- 16 August - Units conducted patrols in the QUAN LOI, AN LOC, and
MINH THANH areas. ,

17 August - Reconnalssance patrols were conducted in all’ d:.r«..ct:.ons .
from. the QUAN LOI perimeter, Forces at MINH THANH returned by air to

D oty

Team CHARLIE, (Company C 2/1 6th Inf, B Troop, 1/Ath Cav) conducted a
route reconnaissance along Route 13 from AN 1LOC to DUC VINH (XT 76381 8)
and secured and area for MEDCAP teams operat:.ons. A% 1040, an 1mantry/
" cavalry team was dispatched to TAN KHAI (XT.767765).to ehmnate a

" reported VC tax collection point. -No.contact was made and the team

; ooof AN LOC. There was no contact 1n the brigade TACR,

.returned to AN LOC at 1215 hours.

18 August - In addition to extens:we patrolling around the base at ' : i
~QUAN LOI, six LRRP's were inserted into-1Z's 11 kilometers to northwest

o 19 August - 2d Brigade commenced Operatlon BURLINGTON to repair the .
TAU O Bridge (XT 765729). Team CHARLIE departed AN LOC at 0934 hours and

~ secured Position CHARLIE, two kilometers north of the TAU O Bridge.

Company A, 2/16th Inf secured a forward arty base southwest of AN LOC f
+.from which 8/6th Arty (-) fired a preparation on LZ BLUE (XT 781729). . ’
_ Following the preparation, Recon Platoon, 2/16th Inf, landed on LZ BLUE ‘

- .and secured it for the landing of B Company at 1120 hours, The bridge

IR EEE
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site was secursd by 1225 hours and elements of E Company, 1st Engr Bn
completed the repairs by 1645 and were extracted, Team CHARLIE displaced
to the artillery base and relieved A Company, which closed QUAN IOI at
1930, Company B was extracted at 1748, leaving one platoon at LZ BLUE.
.2/15th Inf provided the brigade RRF and conducted patrols to north, west,
snd south of QUAN LOT,

,1 I

20 hupust - (‘hdnges in Ta.sk Organléation

2/1 2th Inf OPCON 3d Brigade: LAT: KHE 1217H
Operation BURLINGTON terminated at 1126 hours witn the return of the
forces from the artillery base and the platoon from LZ BLUE, Patrols
were conducted:around the pemmﬂt.ev at, QUAN LOI and AN LOC w:.thout
cont,act. ,

g et TR DERES:

2/1 Sth Im Wé§ siFlifted from 'QUAN LOI to LAI KHE clo...:mg at: 12.17
hours and immediately ‘came‘under OPCON 3d Brigade,

" 21 August - 2/16th Inf (=) conducted squad size search and destroy
patrols in four consecutive areas, using helicopters between areas,
Team CHARLTE (Company C, 2/16th Inf (-)-and B Troop, -i/4th Cav (=))

' " ‘conducted route reconnaissance north, ‘wést, and south of AN LOC. Nega-

'tive contact was reported during the: day.z :

'22 August = The 2d Brigade continued to prov:.de securlty for the QUAN

I0I - AN LOC area, Extensive pa‘crolllng was conducted with negative
“contact. . : . r. ' .

23 August - 2/1 6th Inf (=) cont:.nued to defend QUAN LOI, Patrols were
"dispatched to ‘the north, northwest, west, and south and 2ll returned
‘without contact, ' Te€am CHARLTE provided:a RRF for ARVN forces conduct:.ng
a road clearing operation from AN LOC toiLOC NINH, . T IR M

2}, August '~ The 1st Brigade assumed respons:.b:.llty of Operation
EL PASO at 1305 hours and establishéd a‘forwanrd CP at QUAN LOImf_zd
vBr:Lgade moved J,ts CP to CAMP CoX, :

2/16th Inf (-) continued to provide security for QUAN LOI: and dis-
. patched patrols to the west, north, and east of the base camps: icPeam

*CHARLIE secured the AN-10OC airstrip and conducted route reoome.isaance

_south and west of AN LOC, ¢

25 = 27.iAugast - 2/16th Inf continued to secure the QUAN 10I - AN 10C
area. - Pabrolémere conduetéd with' negat:we conbact..
. ,l'.ul ‘ K13 BE VIR P A TG ROk ce
v RB Imghst"b Changes in Pask- Organizataion Hipd 1"':'-~“ :
PNy THOLG L 0 G G CORRIAR UL TONE T
. Hq 1st Brigade detch 12108
3} ' Hq 2d Brigade‘atch 1210H

The 3d Bngade assumed OPCON of‘ithé EL'PASO.87ea’ abt 1210 and the 1st
xBz':i.ga.de was extracted to PHUOC VINH:'*Localtpatrols-were conducted’
‘a.round the AN LOC ~ QUAN LOI perinmeterrwith-Hegabvivescontact, -

29 - 31 August - 3d Brigade cortinued Operation EL PASO in the QUAN
LOI - AN LOC area, Patrols were conducted with negative contact,

-1 = 2 September = 3d Brigade continued the.i.defeifxse of the QUAN 10I -
AN LOC comple&’ by conductmg local patrols. :'.i il Ao

l[\- e ‘,-

GG Sy

-3 Sept@mber = Operation EL PASO terminated at 1200° hmrsutnhen the
3d Brigade £ orward CP was mthdrawn from QUAN LOI.
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| 8, SUPPORTING FORCES: : - , _ ~ ' 86

2. Artillery: (See at . Annex Q) . | o
b, Si@alg .
(1) size of Force:

Hq 121st Sig Bn . | - - LTC R. R. Curington

A Co CPT Pierce A, Ruston Jr;'
- BCo - . " CPT Gary Howley
" C Co ' A  CPT Alen R, Wild

1st Fwd Sig Plat
2d Fwd Sig Plat
3d Fwd Sig ‘Plat

(2) ‘ How a.nd Vhen Employed: The battalion prov:.ded VHF, HF, and FM
radio, and secure on-line teletype service to an Advance DlVlSlon TOC,
1st, 2d, and 3d Brigades Forward, and Division Artillery Forward.

(3) Concept of O'pérations~

(a) In order to meet VHF communications required for area of
operation, heavy reliance was placed on VHF redio relay, All circuitry -
for Division Rear to Division Forward was relayed through 121st Signal
Battalion VHF relay site at NUI BA DEN mountain and Division Artillery

- located at PHU IOI., ' . ‘

(b) To prov:.de support for Division Forward, 121st Signal Bat=
talion displaced two AN/MRC-69's for VHF communications, one AN/MGC-17
for secure communication center facilities, one AN/GRC-L6 for secure
radio teletype operation in Division Operations Net, and one. AN/VRC—L?
for FM radiowire integration.

(e): In support. of 1st. Brigade, displaced one AN/MRC-B&% for VHF
communications, ‘

**(d) In support of 2d Brigade, displaced one AN/MRC-34% for VHF
communications and one AN/mC-hb for radio (a21) comnmrﬂ.cat:.ons in D:.v:.s:.on
Operations Net. -

(e) In support. of 3d Brigade, displaced one AN/&C-M for ra.dio
comunications in the D:.vis:.on Operations Net, :

(4) Execution: .

(a). Company € was tasked with the mission of providing communi-
cations support for the Division Forward, Forward Logistical Base Elements, .
and Division Artillery Forward, In order to accomplish this mission,
Company C displaced personnel and equipment at AN LOC, QUAN LOI and LAI
KHE. sy .t ' LTRRE L L . o

"1, On 7 June 1966 Company 'C began to move communication equ:.p-
ment into AN 1OC to provide communication for elements of Division
Artillery Forward., Major items of equipment displaced were:

(R W . L. .

»  EQUIPMENT - QUANTITY PURPOSE
AN/MRC-69 C 2°ea Provide 48 VHF channels for

- Division Forward and Division
" Rear telephcne service

vt B A . R ' .
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EQUIPMENT QUANTITY PURPOSE
AN/GRC=l,6 1 ea Division Net #2 (Ratt Intel)
sB/86 1 ea Local and trunk switching for

all elements at AN LOC

2, On & June 1966 communication equipment and team members
FETE :11r...1ft.ed inte QUAN LOI to provide communication support for
. -~ Major items of equipment displaced were:

EQUIPMENT QUANI‘ITY‘ . PURPCSE
ANMRC-69 © © + 2ea . 48 VHF channels for Division

S - Forward elements :
AN/GRC=46 ~* - 7 1 ea Division Net #2 (Ra.tt Intel Net.)
AN/MIC~7 and :
SB/611  lea ‘To provide local and trunk

switching  service for all
elements at QUAN 101

3. On 27 July 1966 the follow:.ng 1tems of s:.gnal equ:.pment
were convoyed to LAI KHE to provide communications support for Division

Forward elements moving from QUAN LOI to LAI KHE Na,)or items of equip~-
ment displaced weres - -

EQUIPMENT * - QUANTITY PURPOSE
"UAN/MRCe343 - 7 .v"1'ea -+ 12 VHF channels for Division
L L Forward elements
m/mc-éc; 1 2 WP channels for Division
dese FETre 0. Forward
SB/611 and ot . .
‘ /M‘C-B ) 1 ea Provide local and trunk switche-

R : ing for all elements at QUAN LOI

o "‘AN/GVRC-Z'S 3 T 1 e Provice secure Ratt for units
o ‘ in area and back-up for
communications center teletyw.

AN/MGC-17 - 1 ea Provide communication service
for all units at QUAN LOI

(b) Oompa.ny B was tasked with the mission of providing communi- -
cotion support for the 1st, 2d, and 3d Brigades, The company was also
glven the responsibility of prow.dmg personnel and equ:.pment. for Air-
borne Relay Station. : _
s "1, On 11 June 1966, communication personnel from the Forward
Signal Platoon departed base camp with the mission of providing VHF .
‘commnications for 1st Br:.gade Forward CP at MINH THANH. Major :l.tems
displaced were: o

EQUIPMENT | E QUANTITY - PURPOSE
AN/MRC-343 1 ea Provide VHF commnications

‘between MINH THANH and QUAN LOI




2. : On. 17 July 2d Forward Signal Platoon departed base cemp with 35’ o

o 'Zmission to provide VHF signal communications and secure radfo teletype
. communication to 2d Brigade Forward CP at QUAN 10I. Major items of
s equipnent displaced were: . o :

BQUIPIENT . QUANTITY - | PURPOSE
.AN/MRC-_-BL% o ‘1 ea  Provide VHF communications
: ' between QUAN LOI and PHUOC VINH
Lo T A Y ..
© - AN/GRC=1;6 1 ea Prov:.de securs: radlo teletype
o . communications and back-up for
RN EEEINENE communications cénter teletype

| (5) Resulﬁs'

-n . v, ey,

(d) -The 121 st "Signal Battelion provn.ded simultaneous commumcaw ‘
tione for ten different elements of the divisioms:; - .

e L

g, m Brigade Forward

mi 2,724, Bngade Forward S e
3. 3d Brigade Forward -
o _a_ﬁ{dst Brigade Rear . -

. 5, 2d Brigede Rear
| - ._6_;'.13d-:BrigadAe'Rea,x_'
7. iDiv:i.sion Forvard :
g.; D:.va.s:.on Rear
9. D.wision Artillery Forward
10, | D:w:.s:.on Art:.llery Rear ‘
(b) Telephone circuits provided . S . ayssein
." 12 vBole User Circuits~ Tt e
% g k Division Forward ' : e 12
k) iDivision Reap «—: e st f———— 5t e
B ¥ ons iy chst Brigede Forward: ceemma. e L L
. ¥* 2d Brigade Forward mesmsfwmmmmmgmemncesamemmpens L, .
. 3d Brigade Forward ' A
. . Division Artillery Forward 7 .
Div:.s:..on Artillery Rear 2
2. \ Conmon User Telephone Service: h
i 'Division Rear to Division Forward . Lo
" Division Forward to 1st Brigade Forward - c—— 2
. 'Division Forward to 2d Brigade.Forward =w=s==—e=w—=.2 "
* . - Division Forward to-3d Brigade Forward =e=——=—w—=== 2
... Division Forward to Division Artillery Forward —— 2
.. Division Forward to-Pivision Artillery Rear 2
.. - Division Art.n,llery Forward to D:.v:.s:.on . 2
SN Millery Rear - : |
S gt \ Do
o 36
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() Circuit and Traffic Diagrams are shown at Annex L.

39

¢, UoS. Army Aviation:
(1) &ize of Force:

1st, Awiation Battalion

11th Combat. Aviation Battalion (D3) .

128th Combat, Assault’ Helicopter Company DS 24 Bde

1624 Combat Assazult Helicopter Company DS ist Bde
1734 Combat Assault Helicopter Company DS 3d Bde

(2) How and When Emplayed: 1st Aviation Battalion provided general
support aviation support for divisional elements and conducted 11 air-
movile operations, Eilements of the 11th Aviation:Battalion supported
the division on = mission basis as directed by Headque rters, II Field
Force, Vietnam, Troop lift and cargo helicopters were provided in direct
‘support. The 11th Aviation Battalion conducted 33 airmobile operations,
utilizing one or more assault helicopter companies, . Both the 1st Aviation
Battalion and the 11th Combat Aviation Battalion elements basically sup- .
ported the operation from their base camps, However, a continuing require-
ment existed to leave ten troop carrier aircraft and one light fire team '
at QUAN LOI each evening for movement of rapid reaction forces (RRF),

~ Increased air traffic in the operstional area required air traffic con=-
trol facilities at 10C NINH and QUAN LOI. - Air traffic control teams :
from the 125th Air Traffic Control Compa.mr prov:l.ded th:.s support. L

(3) Stat.:.stics on aviat:.on supporb of operat.:.ons-

(a)

".UH1

1st. Aviation Battal:.on
- Hours: flown:
1,860

OH=13 commmmmmmmeren. 2,02,
V=1 1,079

. .Sortz.es flown —— 19.697

3, -Cargo moved —meme 370.h tons
L. Passengers moved 17,193

11th Combat Aviation Battalion: - - . ¢ .. .

- 1.  Hours flown: - I AR SN
" UHe1 3,930 . o e

}_cu.,.w S

: 525'
2. '“Sorties flown e 11 ,700

- - . . . AW
LA ;*5 [IRAN

L 3. Ca.rgo moved e 1,820 tons

" L. ' Passengers. moved 25,800
{4) Elements suppoiting aviation battalions:
(a) st Aviation Battalion:

1. B Co, 701st Maint Bn- (normal aircraft direct support
ma,ntenance}p )

ONCIASSIFIED
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COMEENHAL— o
: Elements of the 125th Air Traffic Company (provided pericdic e
air traffic ‘control at QUAN LOI and LOC NINH during the operat:.on). .-

(b) 11th Combat Av:.ation Battation:
J_.' 53d A'viat:,on Detachment (ACH—lﬂ)

2. Follow:.ng elements of 1h5th Comba.t Aviation Battal:.on-

AR

68_th Assault Helicopter Company . .. v, .:
b. A Company, 501st Aviation Battalion
d, {UsSe Air Fo‘rc'e Close ‘Air Support:

(1) Tbilization of Tacticsl Alr.Support. The mission of tactical
air was as follows:

(a)w Neutra.hzat:.on of enemy forces.

(v) Destruction of enenw forces in contact with d1v1s:|.on units.

(e) Destruction of -enemy base camps and storage areas,
T . (d) Interdiction -of enemyli.aieon/conmunication routes.

(e) Interdiction and neutral:.zat:.on of enemy routes of re:.nforce- ‘
ment and withdrawal. '

(2) Control' ALL air etrikes were controlled by a FAC using an 0-1
type airéraft,’..SKY SPOTS were used extensively and effect:.vely asa -
means of reaching targets beyond artillery range. : v

(3) Effectiveneer

-'-... - im

(a) Close ;ate- support throughout the operations was highly effec~-
tive, The CAS-given-during the several battles conducted during the :
operation was instrumental in stopping and destmying enenv forces in-
contact with friendly- forces. . _

(b) The lack of ‘sufficient CBU was a h:.nderance as th:.e isa
h:l.ghly effective ordnance when contact. has been made,
MFT AR . Yo :
(e) Seeding mssions were requested along enenw supply routes,
Several missions were attempted.with the-ordnance. exploding instantly,
It is feltithis capability of.the: Adr-Force. should be increased.as an
effect:.ve weapon to be used in. thi,e' type of war,

(d) Clearance prooedures Were i.mproved dum.ng the operatlon as a
result of a FAC bringing. an-air strike in on friendly civilian trucks,
The ARVN had ‘cleared the:tangets but: had failed to check with the province -
and district chiefs.to insure the dxrucks did not belong to one of the -
plantat':.one in the area, .This is mnow being done along with other posi=
'tive control m‘easures adapted as 2 result of this mcident.

]

o : (h) Recapltu'.l.at:.on of Close Air -Support Sort:x.es at Annex K. C
E:mg;.neer- . | .

(1) "Si'.zv'e‘of Forces v Lo

l!;




‘J=ton truck (D Co)
S=ton dump trucks (C Co)
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LTC Howard L Sargent (3 Jun-14 Jul)
. LTC J.S. Kiernan, Jr.
Task Force (1) Company A(=) CPT Wayne M. Iucas o
Task Forece (2) Company D = CPi Cilie T. Jackson (3 Jun-5 Aug)
2d Plat Co A CPT Thomas E, Valente (5 Aug-3 Sep)

Hyq, ist Engr Bn

(2) How and When Bmployed: The 1st ¥ngineer Battalion (-) provided
combat support to the 1st Infantry Division in accomplishing its search
and destroy mission in the AN LOC/QUAN LOI/LOC NINH/MINH THANH areas, -
fEngineer support was required for the improvement of the airstrips at
MINH THANH, AN 10C, and QUAN LOI, This work was accomplished by D Come
pany with attachments for Hy's and A Companies, The battalion also per=
formed general engineering tasks such as construction of field fortifica-
tions and LZ's, road clearing operations, and AVLB preparation and
installation, as well as demolitions, Convey security was provided by

“1/4th Cav for I Company road movements otherwise security was provided.

by both 1st.and 3d Brigade forces, - : S
(3) Execution:
| 8 June - 2d Platcon, D Company, convoyed north on Highway 13

with 1/4th Cav to assist the cavalry move up the road, The unit mission
was to clear road of mines and destroy all roadblocks that could not be

‘bypassed, Column was ambushed near Bench Mark 69 (XT 766746). Engineer

casualties were one KIA and nine WIA, ’

10 June = 1st Platoon, D Company moved to AN LOC to reinforce
2d Platoon, ‘ '

.10 June = 28 June -~ 1st and 2d Platoons, D Company, constructed
bunkers for 3d Brigade TOC, communications center, and FCC a2t LOC NINH.
The units also conducted a reconnaissance and classification of a bridge
vicinity of LOC NINH and constructed an LZ to extract wounded near the
same location, ' . :

.

’ 14 June = S=2 Sectidn performed reconnaissance and survey of
MINH THANH airstrip,

il, June - 3d Platoon, D Company, moved to MINH THANH to begin.

‘repair and improvement of airstrip.

15 June « 24 July = A Company (-) provided combat support for
1st Brigade, and 1st Division Forward, Constructcd bunkers and main-
tained Division Forward. area, Constructed field fortification of bun=-
kers, concertina, and fields of fire at 1st Brigade.Forward area.
Installed 200 feet of 36" culvert. Cleared arca.for artillery mask

' clearance; 20 trees ranging from twe to five feet in diameter.,

15 June = S=2 Recom:aissah'cé team recénéd laterite pit near
MINH THANH, g T

16 June = A Company sent one platoon to MINH THANH to be attached
to D Company for improvement of MINH THANH airstrip, ' o

16 June = The following equipment was airlifted to 3d Platoon,
D Company; ~ : _

5-ton dump trucks (D Co)
13-wheel roller (D Co) .-
24-ton truck (D Co)

graders (Hq Co)

front loader (ist S&T)
13-wheel roller (173d)
front .loader (173d)
dozers (173d) '

\C IR MY S
D = =t =\




o R T June - 1st Engineer Battalion Forward elements displaced 'i'.o L
. .Joi.n 1st D:lv:.s;on Forward at MINH THANH. :

1L June - 14 July - Company,D with one platoon, A Company

Ee ‘atteched, improved the MINH THANH aiffield to include a rumway 5900 feeb “A o

. long and 80 feet wide and a parking apron 150 feet by 400 feet., Con-
- struction was started on a 150" féét by 400 feet supply and logistics
area, but this area was not completed, Turn-arounds vere constructed
" at each end of the runway, A laterite pit was opened and operated one
.mile from the Job site to support the operation. Demolition teams from
- A and D Companies blast trees and stumps to expand airstrip, parlq.ng
o ‘aprons, ,a.nd two approach zones (500 feet by 300 feet each),

o .' 19 June = 28 June - B Company atta.ches two dsmolition teams tb :
:2/1 6th Inf to perform general demolit:.on support of infa.ncry opera.t:.ons.

o 25 June - S-2 Section recons AVIB site for movement of 1st "
- Division convoys. . : C

.26 June - A Company platoon prepared abutment and installed
AVLB for the 1st Div:n.s:.on convoys, ‘

. 26 June = 27 June = A Compa.ny platoon constructed LZ for ext.rac-
tion of 17,000 tons of captured rice, The rice was stored in different

- sites containing from 100 - 500 tons in each site, Trees around the

site were blown away to expose them to air observers, Some rice extracted,
but moet. of rice merely scattered on the ground,

6 Ju]y - D compa.ny demolitlon team detonated a dud 500 pound
bonb, »

N : 9 July - 10 July - A and D’ Compar\v elements prepared AVLB bridge
o site, inst.a.lled the AVI.B, and after convoy passage, withdrew the AVLE,

. - ’11 July - 3d Platoon, D COmpany, convoyed from MNH THANH to
AN 1LOC acéémpanied by elements of the 1/Lth Cav, Equipmédnt convoyed’
‘ included ane, front loader, three S-ton dump trucks, and one %;—ton truck,

. 12 JuJ;r - 15 July 3d Plat.oon, D Company resurfaced the AN LOC - -
o airrield with laterite, 75% of the airfield was reurfaced, The strip”
' is 1850 feet long: a.Q 120 feet wide. The platoo:; opez‘ated a la.texiﬁe
: pi.t at the airfield *to ‘support ‘the operation,' "

12 July = 24 August =.One squad from B Company, attached to HHC, :
2d Brigade to be utilize “for mine ‘detéction and destruction, -

‘lh July - 1st Engineer Battahon Forward returned to DI AN base .
camp. . 5 , s

T

. e‘h
i,

_ w July = One pla.toon,' {t Company departed MINH THANH and returned
to PHUOC VINH base camp, .

: . 16 Ju]y 3d Platoon, D Company moved to QUAN LOI Pla.nuatn.on to
begin J.mprov:Lng runway to 3500 feet. o
AEDLEE 17 Ju.'ly 3 September - 3d Plateon, D Company 1mproved the air-

field at QUAN LOI., The runway was extended to 3500 feet long and 60
‘feet wide to take C-130 air traffic, A 400 feet by 382 feet parking
a.pl;'on was constructed at the southern end oi‘ ‘the airfield., The plar.oo*x
received additional equipment support from a 5th ARVN Division Engineer

J_-"Company wh:.ch prov:.ded three 25-§on dump tricks » one D-7 dozer,. e.nd one

-
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front loader, AN LOC Public Works provided two 23~ton dump trucks, and
+he I'ranch plantation owner provided TD~$ dozer and one 13-wheel roller,
The platoon operated a laterite pit four miles from the a.:.rf:.eld. The
-merage daily haul was fifty loads, -

3 Auguat, = {st Platoon, D Company convoyed from LAI KHE to
CUAN LOT with five 5-ton dump trucks, ons grader, and one front loader,
"~ “he 1st Platoon relieved the 34 Platoon of the QUAN LOI airfield con-
stragtlon project f‘er six days.

, 6 August = 24 Augast - One officer of B Company Jjoined 24 ‘
Brigade Forward acting in-capacity of brigade engineer to prov:Lde tech~
m,cal adv:v.ee and . assg,sta.nce in engineering matters, : . o

9 Ax.guwt = 11 August = st and 3d Platoons, D Compa.nv construet.ed
headwalls for the AVLB site at the CAM LE Bridge site (XT 723973).

: 15 August - ist Flatoon, D Company returned to IAI KHE by air,
' Jd Pla.toon continued QUAN LOI airﬁeld construct:.on. ' _

: 3 Sepi;ember = 3d Platoon, D Compa.ny returned to LAI KHE, QUAN
LOI airfield project assumed by Company A. Company D trucks and equip=-
ment at QUAN LOI were attached 'co Company A, : -
(h) Resultv
(e) Constructlon- |

. S:l.x; pemanent bunkers const.ructed. .

'-t

20 Na.nety sem:.«»permanent bunkers constructed. )

o 'Three LZs const,r’uctedo

P
Al L,

: g. Headwalls constructed for one AVLB site,

' B 2., , AVLB abutment.s prepared and AVLB launched and ret.rleved ‘
three times,

6 Iater:,te Pit Operatlom . IR
'ai. MINHTHANHm31 days. |
by AN L0G s B'days.' |

o+ QUAN LOL. memm m9 days. Sl

e Airﬁeld COnstruction and Improvement' o

- R - -t-:g;‘. MINH 'THANH runway : , ot ,900 fee.t by 80 feet.

‘i‘fé‘-f' “.b'e IVE[NH 'I‘HANH runway ’t.uma-arounds e 2 each.

—
e
v_',..._ “ e .

SN I MIM-I TI{ANH parlcmg a.pron : L0,0 feet .by 150'_feet.'

‘d, 'MINH THANH 'supply- and logistics area =~ LOO feet by 150 feet =
_ not completed, : _

€o AN LoG a,irﬁ.eld - ’?5% of runway resurfa.ced. mmway 1850
feet by 120 feete .

Tty

s

e



: mmtay is’ ebcpa.nded to 3500 feet by 60 feet,

- UNCLASSIFIEn

g, QUAN LOI airfield - improvement of runway em.st:.ng
.5;: QUAN LoI park:mg apron = 400 feet by 382 feet.
8. Eng:.neer Reconnaissance:' '

Air recormaissance PRSERT—— ]

o

l?'v

Ground reconnaissance =e=me—e= 13
. : ‘ HES T

. lIQa_i'..erite pits 1

e

d. AVLB sites me=- SNSRI

" €. MIN THANH air field- survey == 1 ,
f. Chemical: Chemjcal support was rendered by personnel of the 2I+2d
Chemical Detachment and 266th Chemical Flatoon under staff supervision
of the Division Chemical Officer., The Division Chemical Officer was
asked for his reconmendation as to the possible’ abpllcatlon of 'chemicals
in the destruction of the large rice caches discovered in vicinity of
~ .XT 445545 and XT 455530. He proposed that immediately after the rice
- had béen scattered by air strikes, the area should be contaminated with
large quantities of CS-1. This would délsy VC salvage attempts until .
the rice was completely destroyed by weather, The area vicinity XT
LL55L5 was hit by air strikes ‘on 29 June followed by the CS-1 drop on
'5 July., Thirty 55 gallon drums were dropped with the determination that

3300 feet was the best. altitude for maximum effectiveness., Ten additional ‘

drums were dropped on. this target and twenty drums were dropped at XT
455530, The third and ﬁ.nal drop of twenty drums was made on the target

© Qe RESULTS..

a, Friendly I.osses- o L o R
S RHA ""\Gw P ‘rs1-25 o S .

WHA: e 42

' Equipmeht lost- -1 - M60 MG

* 3 = M6 Rifles -
| ' 2 = PRC=25 Radids """
: Equipnen,t destroyed' 8= MI13 APC's
1 cHeh7 T
'.:".-“ "u" t‘.l'i-:.f"i ne ! = UH-1D
. 1 = M;8A3 Tank -
v.;mipmeﬁt- dama'ge . - 3 - UH=-1B's
| 6 - UH-1D's

T N B ", .3 = OH=13!s .
o ;‘}:..:‘;,;;_;, S ﬁ"— mjg EpCrtse . L
T [ - §A3Tanks A
| o ‘ CH—L? " S A_,‘:;,I.‘

T A A 2 Aci-l-lﬂ' o : '
. T 105mm Howitzer:

ST

' b. mwnw Ldsses: HEE

- (1) Personneb

 KIA (BC) memimee 825
'KIA (Prob) ---12!»9

Y
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- Small Arms

' UNCLASSIFIED,

vce -

VCS
Returnees

Weapons and Ammunition:

Srew Qervpd‘u—mnm.n

Artillery Rounds ermmo-

© L Mortar Rounds eewmemeoo—

'Mines
Grenades

- Small Arms Ammunition e

(3)

(%)

"(5)"4

Recoilless Rounds wwemme=

Installations:

Base Camps
Hospitals

- Boat Building Shop w=e=e=
“Bicycle Repair Shop =me

Foodstuffg:

Rice (tons) eemcmcmmcam
Salt (tons) =meeeme——c——
Fish (tons) =—eeec——ee——
Flour (pounds) e

- Sardines {cans) =—wrwewe
Tea (pounds) == v
Miscellaneous (pounds) -

Supplies'

7 Kerosene (gallons) ———

HUAT D TYPEWriters swmemirm—mm——
" Boats ‘

Stoves

" Tin (sheets) wwmwcvwom

Pans (cooking) ==—-—-—-
Ladles
Fuel (gallons) —w—=mmm—e
0il (2allons) =e=—memme

Wax (pounds) =e——weeeeoe
. Trailer e=ses
* Tires
- Bicycles
"iOxcarts -
“" Thermos Jugs ------‘
~ Tar (gallons) -
7+* Bailing Wire (spoéls) -
' Vater Pumps wetcemmememe 7

©

E@scellaneous;

" Mumerous Documerts ‘ "
* 7 Large amount of Medical Supplies

&
—---u-

1,547
275
175

1,350

1,000

550

1,000
‘“&

5,400
8,000

185
550

eI 3I N o=

X ~ UNCLASSIFIED
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W ;/é

el .'10 Amumsmmm MATIERS:

chlstJ.CS‘ B
‘ .(1)‘ ‘Preparation': ’ - ' 3

(a) EL PASO II., During this phase of the operation involving the
.1st and 3d Brigades, a Division Forward Logistics Base was established
~at LAI KHE, ' Brigade and battalion S-4 personnel remained at the log base
to coordinate the resupply - of, units by air,. Support Command established
" a forward CP to control the 1og1st.ic activities, A Division Tactical
.CP was located at QUAN 1oI. :

(v) EL PASO III., This pha.se of the operation involved the 2d and
~ 3d Brigades : and the logistics.base operation remained the same as e
EL PASO II, The Div:.s:.on Tactical CP was relocated at LAI KHE,

b, . Concept of Operat;l.on' This operation was preceeded by a detailed
'study of previous operations and a coordination meeting with ist Infemtry
Division Support ,Comand,. Gml,. and all participating S-A's, Specific
problems from previous operatjions.were discussed and workable solutions .
were established,. : -In addition to. the log base at LAI KHE, six additional
supply points were, established at. various times throughout. the operation
by Support .Command. elements at the following locations: MINH THANH,

. CHON THANH, AN LOC, QUAN IOI, LOC NINH, SONG BE, The 1st Infantry Divi- = -

sion was supporbed in t.hese Opemticms by the 1st Logistical Command.

c. Execution-. ..... -

(1) Supply - |
(a.) Class I° . L . -

: The supply of Class I was accomplished with little difficulty. .

. Sufficient A ration components .were furnished to provide all troops with

at least one modified A .meal daily, tactical situation permitting, -
Combat units in.the "rest. period". and supporting units were fed three

. modified A rations daily, Adequate ice was available through local

‘procurement with Imprest Funds and aerial resupply from DI AN. ‘Sundry
paoks were. issued every five days. , ' '

Stookage Ohje ct:mes 9

‘1, ;\<

- o el e o e

5 A Rations ‘= Daily... - i

;\"‘

iﬁ»"'

" B Rations .- ~1‘5‘ _Jazs on ﬁn,d

LT TN PR \
Y

C Rations - 15 days on ha.nd
o) L T
Y 1 Quantity Deliveredo

’.?'-,' "u

LA Rations - 1606.la short tons.

lo';

> m"‘

B R S

'-h B Rations = A741..0_short .£ons,
. G Rations = 375.3 short tons,
(b) CJass II and IV (Qess. repair parts),
1. Um.ts carried anizicipated Class II and IV requirements 1n' L ‘ |

their battalion trains, however, due to ‘the nature of the operation B S
additional it.ems _were; needed.. ) , S -
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2. MNo stockage objeciive was established for Class II and IV,

however, it was necessary to issue 912 short toms during the combined
¢perations,

() Class ITI,
i. The issue of this dtem was sufificient for the demand, The

ishent, of the Class III supply points forward provided the respon-
=3 desired by supported units, Maximum use was made of available

Calroralt for re;—sup'ply,' This method was assisted by the convoy of 10

August whieh delivered 25,000 gallons to forward supply pcints, The use
of 300 gallon collapsible fuel tanks was extremely gratlfymg a.nd ass:.sted

the uuerat:n.cm gre-aﬁi:.ly0

. 2_. .,St,oukage Objectives:

®

| Pl comemomow 50,000 gallons N
- AVGAS mmmeem 1,0,000"ga1.lons o |

°

i

. _MOGAS‘ wmeeamses 30,000 gallons

e

Diesel —w—ww— 10,000 gallons
7'2. Quantrby Received: r
,g._,,' JPl} wcmmmm— 1 ,2&8 510 gallons

Do AVGAS =wememm- 178,240 gallons

o .

o MOGAS =wwe—eme 367,301 gallons

d. Diesel =wew—ee 176,909 gallons
- e, Package TOL == ‘ J 234 short tons
(d) Class V: |

1. This item was issued by the supply point. method. The 3d
Ordnance Battalion (AMMO) supported the operation with a forward ASP

in LAI XHE and for a short period an ASP located at QUAN IOI. Artillery .

ammunition was shipped by air directly from BIEN HOA to unit trains at
QUAN 10T and JAT KHE, Due to the RSR of the division it was necessary.

- %o augment, the airlift of ammnition with road convoys. .

2, Stockage Objective:. 400 short tons,

3, . Quantity Received: 2,984.438 short tons.

!f'

Quant:.ty Issued° 2,680.262 short téns..’
(2) ‘Services: B
(a) Transporbatlow

.,q' .

1. Du.mng Operation EL PASO II/III the. D1v1s1on Transportatlon |

‘Office estabhshed one ATCO at’ LAI KHE Airfield to coordinate -movement -
-~ of surplies from LAT KHE to forward units, .During EL PASO III an ATCO
was alsu established at DI AN Airfield to coordinate movement of . supplies

to bneade locatz.ons, The yoad movements were coordinated by the DTO

L5

.+* UNCLASSIFIED
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_ _ GGHF MNFRENHAT .
‘office located in DI AN, Additional responsibility for the mail courier
(Pony Express) and Errand Boy courier was also a part of the DIO opera-
tion, The operation was conducted in_ two phases,

o

: a, Phase I, 1 July - 9 August, the DTO had control of all
CV-2B aircraft available, Phase II, 10 August - 26 August, the DTO
and the brigade had joirit operati pna;l contral' of the CV-2B aircraft.,

The follom.ng data reflects the airlift operation for both phases,

e '1).'; Sorties == = 12ho

T .\A;";:~ ' .,‘~. 2) Supp]y tomgemo&ed ..."20'86.7 shol'vt tonS. B -,.‘:...»;,.-.‘ e
I 3) Passengers moved =eweme 9661

-".)'. Mail tonnage MOVEd mmee 516 short. tons,
.' b. The DTO coordinated seven resupply convoys during the
period! They were used to augment the airlift of the division with
' supplies for the LAI KHE brigade and to support the operations. The
_convoys cons:.sted of 912 vehicles carrying 4460 short tons of suppl:.es. :

(b) Mamtenance was conducted by estabhshlng ‘contact teams from.
the 701st. JMaintenance Battalion in all supply point locations. Liaison -
visits were conducted daily by the battalion as well as technical inspec=-
tions ¢ and ass:l.stance teams on the request of forward units, :

Volume of Business:

537, ,]ob repairs by contact teams, , '
b. 706 job repairs by TI teams at unit- locatlons.
Equ:.pment. evacuated'

1) Automotive <~ 1.
'2). Electronic == 12,
, 3) 'Instfﬁmeﬁt; - 1. R S

L) small Arms == i 0 °

L
e

"'5) " Engineer ~-== 1"

g_. Supply supporf. ""r'e.s"ulted in the shipment of 30 short tons

..... ,"J -

(e) Med:.cal Evacua’clon and..}!ospltahzatlon’

' 1 Concept' _Forward sections of .D Company, 1st Medical
Batta.h.on, 2 June - 28 July, and C Company; 15t Medical Battalion,
23 July to 3 September, and 1st Medical Bathalion clearing platoons
provided division level medical support ‘frém 3 forward base to battalions
and brigades, Medical supplies were sufficient for the operations and a
minimum of 15 days supply was on hand at all times, Vhole blood requests
were filled by LO6th Medical Laboratory. The replacement of C Company
by D Company was due to a possible hontmgency plan which D Company was =
. designated to support. This change did not impair the medical support =
' .and gave the medical battalion an, opport.um.uy te g;u.ve more of their _

: personnel f:.eld exper:.ence. R R .

. {-‘- et

Ny,
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2. Velume of Operation:

2, Patient load 1078,

L., Patients evacuated =weewewee 44,2 (aeromedical evac).

g. Patients returnéd to. duty “u 636,

3. "Dust Off" operations were sufficient with one "Dust Off "
in support of the operation located at QUAN 1OI and a standby located

at LAI KHE. Other "Dust Off" standby were located at SAIGON and LONG
' BINH and were provided on an as needed basis, "Dust Off" units were
s!.lSO used for resupply of urgent medical supplies,

d. Administrative matters for 1st, 2d, and 3d Brlgades are :mcluded

“in Annexes N, 0, and P,

.'ﬁ‘!‘{@ SPECIAL EQUIP@IT AND_TECHNIQUES:

a, Troop "Y' Formation, This technique envisions an armored cavalry

broop marchlng with two columns straddling a road where the off-road
‘mobility is afforded. Two armored cavalry platoons move side~by-side
. approximately 20 meters off each side of the road, The third elements
~moves either on or off the road, but the head of the third element is
~‘abreast of the tail of the leading elements, This formation affords
mutual support:.ng fires from two platoons in a given area of contact and
puts the maximum amount of strength to the front of the column.

b, Use of SKY SPOT (Radar Bomb:n.ng) in the close in suppor'b role, - Three

~ flights of SKY SPOT (Radar Bombing) were used in a close air support role

during the attack on 2/18th Infantry, 2 July. These strikes which landed.

‘within 500 meters of fr:.endly troops, were the first known SKY SPOT
strikes to be used in a close air support role,

Ce A requirement for a rapid react:.on aircraft flare delivery capa-

' bility emerged during the operation. Delivery of the MK-24, mod 3 aircraft
~ flare from UH-1 aircraft requires certain equipment and compliance with'

specific procedures to insure safety for aircraft and crew, These

.procedures and necessary equipment are described in detail in letter '

SMUAP=-Q, Hq Ammunition Procurement and Supply Agency, Joliet, Illinois,

~dated 22 July 1965, subject: Flare, Aircraft, Parachute, MK-24, all

mods, One UH-1 aircraft in A Company has been rigged to drop these

"flaress 2000 flares are on hand in the division ‘area; and three crews

have been trained in their handling and use. Avan.lab:l.llty of this
aircraft and flare system under the direct control of the division
commander permits night illumination of two hours with 40 - two million

' candlepower flares being carried internally in the UH-1, While time on
“stgtion and number of flares is not nearly as great in th:.s organiec

vbtem as can be provided by the Air Force » it does provide a significant

_emergency, back-up illumination capability.

d. Armed CH-47. The ACH~47 supported operat:.ons six times during

.the penod 25 June to 9 July. On three occasions the aircraft was forced
to land as a result of hits from enemy fire, The ACH-47 was used to -

attack VC established in attack pos:.tlons, utilizing all the types of

_armament on board the aircraft, During the action on 30 June, it was
- discovered that the 7,62mm Miniguns alone dc not have the necessary

suppressive capability. When an ACH-47 is forced down, it immediately '
becomes a battlefield liability, requiring the diversion of combat forces

. for secunty until it can be repaired and/or extracted, Recommended
’.v_employment is to have the a:.rcraft stand off and take advantage of the
j',range of the @n wboard weaponb. :

e T e




e. In.ght Assault Field Artillery Battery, 4.2 inch. - This unit was

- organized in July 1966 under 1st Infantry Division provisional TOR 6-1

and is known throughout the division as the 1st Lighthorse Assault Artil=~
lery Battery., The battery was conceived as a means of £filling a poss:l.ble
. void in airmobile operations, Movement of 105mm howitzers batteries in
support of LZ's were dependeny uoon CH=~47 's'\yihich were often in short

- supply., The Lighthorse Battery is dessigned to he moved completely by
UH-1 slicks,. This.capability increased the firepower flexibility of

e the d:.v:l.s:n.on and provided additional assurance that adequate:firepower-

‘could: be made available to isolated 1Z's.;- The batt,erylelso has.the -
capa.bihty to. move by- road in organic. veh:a.»,les. Pemonnel and; equ:.pmefm.f‘
for the unit which is commanded by a Major.were proviced by the. heavy;:.

' mortar platoons of 1/2d,-.2/2d, and 2/16th Infantry Battalions with ‘addi-

tional. Headquarters and Fire Direction personnel being provided from;:
D:.v:l.s:.on Artillery and Divisionh Headquarters resources,:- During. opera=
tion.EL. PASO II/III the battery displaced seven. tlmes,-flrmg a-total

of 2305 rounds in support of road cleanng and- convoy operat.lons alona
--Route Be iy . R

CQMIM‘DE.RS AN'\LYSI oI

General' Operat:l.on EL PASO infllcted a severe defeat .on. the %h ,

Ve Division, completely frustrated the. monsoon offensive-in the northern
III Corps area, and represented an important learm.ng proce..s throughout
‘the 1st .Infantry. Divisn.on. Cen e o DL

b. Alt"xough it was not anparent. through the cour-t_.ng of bodles on'
the battlefield during the five major engagements, of ZL-PASO, subsequent
interrogation of prisoners from all three of the VC regments .of:the-9th
VC Division make it clear that the division lost over 2 2,000 killed and
several thousand wounded out of a strength of about 10, 000 In the last
battle, the 272d. Regiment went inte action with 8CO North Vietnamsse
replacements only three days after their-arrival, The VC employed against
the 1st Division tactics which had been successful without e::cepuon both.
against the French and against the Vietnamese Army - that is, major .
ambushes by very large VC forces against small friendly forces. Each
time the VC were defeated and each time they were defeated more soundly
than the t:l.me before.as the 1st D:.v:Ls:mn learned ‘more and more how to
‘react to this mode of attack S T T SRR ATTS

CTORL 0T 2l : ' ‘ .
The flrst ambush was - agalnst a s:l.ngle cavalry troop feem the tst -~
Squadron , 4th Cavalry (Troop A), The deployment of VG forces was along a “ T
| five kilometer stretch.of .road .and far over-extended the length.-of the

- cavalry column th.ch was: moving in a reasonably tight. formation,. The.
bulk of the troop was able to pull. into.a small -clearing. toward the head
of t‘xe ambush site and ,there it a;ccommted for itself very well, In this B i
partlcular sector, tl}e st Batt.al:.on, 2724 Tiegiment lost in killed and '
wounded approximately 90% . of its. strengbh One cavalry platoon was '
1solated at the TA O Bridge togethen. with about.30 ARVN soldiers, .This

' ~ element was engaged by the 2d Battalion of .the 272¢ V¢ Rc.g:.ment wm.ch

- in the course of four hours lost about 50% of its strength in kilied and o S,

~ wounded; :The 3d Battalion &xtended farther to the south and only engaged

the trail par't.y, including a VIR, one tank, two APCs and an engineer

dozer tank, The VC lost- very few men in this engagement and the 3d -

Battalion withdrew from the battlefield largely unharmed, On the US
_side, origiral estimates of the size of the VC force were low and only

after about an hours fighting did it become apparert that an entire

reglment was involved, As a consequence, both air and artillery were

used, but not as effectively as in, Jlater battles because tney were

directed- onl;r against the eneny umts in direct contact and.not against _ ‘
- the area in which the enemy.was maneuvering, reinforcing or w:.thdramgg. L |



" the main attack, and second, a battlefield exploitation force which would

. some distance from the ambush site, B

pNCuASSIFEEY

} 'Additionaily, commanders involved were not as aggressive in using fire

support as they could have been owing to the underestimate of enemy .
strength and lack of knowledge as to its exact location., The infantry

- reaction force did not arrive on the scene of battle in time to be
~ decisive, By the time it did arrive, the VC were withdrawing.

d., After a £h¢rough critique by all commanders involved, the commun-

- ications were tightened up, the coordination of air and artillery was S '

improved by the simple means of preplanning artillery support on one
side of the road and air support on the other so these two decisive
weapons could be used continuously and simultaneously, It was also -
decided that the infantry reaction would be divided into two elements,-
First, a battlefield relief force to preclude a defeat in the area of -

be landed along the routes of withdrawal in order to destroy VC forces

'e.- On 30 June, the 271st Kegiment attacked two troops of th_é Lth
Cavalry, reinforced by a company of the 2d Battalion,-18th Infantry,
During this battle, the coordination of fire support-was vastly improved,’

_the cavalry maneuvered during ithe battle and the battlefield relief force -
-arrived in time to engage the VC prior to withdrawal, The battlefield

exploitation forces eventually succeeded in landing behind the enemy
along the Cambodian Border where another major engagement with a full
regiment of VC ensued, The cavalry by this time had doubled its basic

- load of 50 calibre ammnition and doubled the number of cannister rounds.
 More artillery was within range and had registered ahead of time,. VC

' casualties in the battles of 30
than on & June, B ;

June - 2 July were significantly higher

j ‘Pfior to the battle of 9 July, intelligence indicatedvthe ﬁésitioning. a
of the 272d Regiment along the MINH THANH Road. Deception as to the size
of the US force to transit the road was employed, five batteries of - o

‘artillery positioned, four infantry battalions positioned next to the
- ambush site or within helicopter rapid reaction distance.  In this battle, -
- fire coordination improved even further, again putting the artillery on

one side of the road, in this case, the north side, and continuous air

'strikes on the south side, Four infantry battalions were introduced into

the battle within three hours; one of them within 45 minutes by helicopter;
whereas two battalions were moving to the battle through the jungle within
a matter of minutes after the ambush started, .This combination of man-.--
euver and increased firé power caused the VC to break off ‘the battle in -
one hour and L5 mimites; whereas previously, they had fought for four

‘hours and "§ix‘hours‘respettively.

'8 - In each successive battle, the number of VC killed and captured
rose sharply and the number of wéapons captured was particularly:high
on the 9th of July, including some 23 machineguns, plus .recoilless
rifles and a large number of AK-47 assault rifles and BARs. No unit of

 the 9th VC Division undertook any ‘combat opsrations of any ‘kind for

3% months after the 9th of July., It.is not known-at bhis time whether
the division has recovered, or tc what extent, . Since those battles,

. the 1st Division has run convoys on Routé 13 and cavalry reconnaissance
. on Highway 13 and adjacent roads without contact. Civilian traffic is

‘now flowing, and although the division fully expects more such engagements
~ in the future, perhaps by even larger forces, the techniques developed

for rapid reaction and heavy fire power should make it impossible for
the' VC to enjoy a victory and should: result.in. further heavy losses should

they choose again to employ this :favorite of all their tactics. It is
perfectly clear that armored units:have a high utility in. connection with

- road security and road reconnaissance, Since 9 July, the 1st Division

L9 .
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_ has been reinforced with two tank companies and is now asking fory: 1ts
own &9th Tank Battalion to be deployed to Vietnam, The co*nmf
armored elements and air mobile infantry and light artillery presents
the VC with tactical problems with which they seem unable to cope.

h, The last victory of the 9th VC Division was in November 1965
against the ARVN 7th Regiment’ in ‘the MICHELIN. A year has now gone by
without their having conducted any profitable operation. As a conse-

~uence, the local guerrlllas and regional VC force ‘have been .uithouk
fz = gvpport of this main force unit and have. in turn, sufi‘ered 2 ser:.es,
of major and minor defeats which is beglnn:mg to show up as.a marked

......

up-turn of the overall secur:.ty of the northern III Corps ar'ea.

. '1.3;.' , L_Essoxs LEARNED:

:,l“ a. Dust Off and resupply sltes should be establ:,shed by elements
~-other than those engeaged m.th the enemy, Movement of vounded personnel
by the unit, part:.cular]y armored elements, .detracts from the £irepower
available. . Empty medevac .vehicles including persomnel carriers and
hehconters should be used to transport ammmnition.to engaged elements.

v, Cormm.ttlng reserve (trail) elements .of armored cavalry should be
done as soon-as the battle develops in order to br:.ng the maximum amount
- of firepower to bear,

c. Infantry mounted on and fighting from armored personnel carriers
.is found to be unsatisfactory when the crew exceeds five men.  If more
tha.n this number is present they tend to get in each other's way. - .
In.fantry can best be utilized by riding on vehicles of the trail ‘elements s
then connm.tted as dismounted 1nfantry where needed,

B d. Concentrat:.on of elemenus composed of tanks and APC 's in the
"kllling zone" has proved effective in that it massed more firepower
in the VC "k:Lll:Lng zone", ..Concentration is cons:.dered Vo be an extra=
- closed column (10 - 15 meters between vehlcles). i
L MRS EI .0
:e. Ve used a trench in def‘ense to trap atta.ckers, The main. VC
. elements were in fortified positions on & small h:.ll and had meparecL e
a etraight-line. trench near the bottom, &s the attacking U.S, platoon.. ..
approached the position, they came under mortar, grenade and automatic
weapons fire,- The U.S. forces made the instinctive reaction of taking
_cover in:the trench in preparation for the; assault, . The. VC maneuvered .
"a machine gun into the trench on the flank of, the pla.toon, giving them
gpod enfilade fire which caused heavy casualties.in the platoon in a
matter of seconds, The attacking forces could.have denied,;success of
.this maneuver. to the. VG- had.flank. securlty been - establ:l.shed prlor to
seelqng cover in the trench,: Bl SR

L}
[l

f e The VC use routes of, attac:t a.s :.n...bial routes of mnhdrawal.
Several VC captives, stated. that; the initisl route. of withdrawal from
"an obaect:.ve area or ambush site is- the same rouvg that, is used for
‘movement to the: attacgc. This mekes it- easier for. the soldier to I <
his way back to assembly areas, In three regimental sized a.ttaclfs

- against U.S, forces, the VC never attacked through the column, Their

~ withdrawal was a.lways in the direction from vm.ch they attacked,  This
is a prime consideration in the employment of: ‘artillery and air once it
is determined that the VC, are attemptlng to break contact., If the route

- of attack is known, artlllery and air: st b\- placed on the routes to
block the withdrawal, It must also be: magden known to-the friendly forces
~in order for the comander t.o properly e'}fecute the pursuit, e

peLasSIFIED,
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8. The VC showed the capability to recuperate rapidly after heavy
losses, . On 8 June, two battalions of the 272d Regiment were severely
decimated, losing upwards of 340 men. On 9 July the same regiment
attacked a column with three battalions, Captives stated that up to
800 NVA replacements had joined the regiment on 7 July. On 30 July

\J&;XCLASS‘FIW"

. @ returnee from the 271st Regiment stated that his regiment had received

500 NVA replacements on 26 July. The 27ist Regiment had approximately
570 men on 30 June, All NVA replacements were trained soldiers and gave
the VC regiments the ability to regain combat effectiveness in short
order, Intelligence personnel must consider this capability of the

Viet Cong and continue to maintain locations of units that have suffered
heavy losses, ' s

h, Vhen droppihg CS=1 from CH-47 aircraft the drop should start

- about 200 meters before “reaching the target area due to the minimum

speed of LO knots per hour. With a 221 second fuze, the drums should

- be dropped from 3300 feet t6 obtain tree top bursts,

i. Pathfinder teams should be attached to brigades when it is necessary
to support a fixed airfield, Minimum equipment necessary will include
runway lights and radio communications with FM and VHF capatilities,
Personnel should not be rotated during the operation without proper .

- coordination with brigade headquarters,

Je- VWhen USAF aircraft are utilized to lift elements of a brigade an .
air combat control team should be established at both the point of embar-
kation and the point of debarkation, This is necessary to have adequate
control to prevent a serious accident and to enable pilots to receive
instructions to make loading and unloading more efficient,

k. FAC!'s should be equipped with a radio covering the same frequency.
range as the ground troops, It is necessary for the FAC to be able to
monitor the actions of ground cormanders, thereby gaining a better '
perspective of the ground operation which in turn will help him to ,
provide better close air support with higher assurances o troop safety,

1. The VC attempted to fortify the high ground around LOC NINH in .
preparation for an attack on that town, Extensive patrolling disrupced
the VC fortifitations, and allowed the decisive defeat of a VC battalion,
Aggressive and continuous patrolling provides the best defense against
enemy offensive build-up, : : L

m, Supporting logistical units must maintain direct communications .
with the supported element, There were several instances in which the
logistical support elements were not in-direct land line communications.
Radios were used, but due to the limited communications in the supporting
units adequate communications were difficult to cbtain, Logistical units
must be provided with sufficient communications facilities to insure a

primary command net with a backup radio net,

n, The majority of POL products wWere delivered to forward support
areas in 55 gallon drums, Since forward support areas are manned by a -
minimum of personnel the qui¢k responsiveness required by the supported :

units at times was barely adequate. 500 gallon collapsible drums are

preferred since they are easier to handle by support point pers'onne.l;,

Responsiveness of USAF logistical lift continues to be of concern’
although new procedures in requesting 'airlift and programming missions = .
are being tested. Air Force personnel must, be made aware of the '
necessity of back-hauling empty containers, T

. ..
[
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o, The logistical element does not have control of logistical air-
craft. An Aireraft Control Center should coordinate all division air
transportation, A detailed and systematic method should be established
by the Support Command with close coordination between the G=3 and G-4
to insure all modes of land and air transportation are utilized to the
maximumn,

p» The meulcal battalion has a .low priority for air movement, Because

~f this the forward brz.gades are usually moved into an AO and do not have
the ready support of the forward element of their medical company,
Earlier movement would enhance the supported units medical service, Four

‘ snrtles are requlred to mave the element, The brigade conducting opera=-

tions in forward areas should consider the movement of their forwa.x'd

medical unit during operatlonal plannlng. '

'q, When a convoy is attacked the dlrect:x.on from which the fn-e is

"‘belng received and the ma.jor concentration of VC'forces rmust be determ:med
'i‘mmediately. ‘Due to the’ conmsion that can result as personnel become

‘misoriented a recommended method of pointing out the-direction of attack

is through the use of smoke,  Heavy concentrations of supporting fires
should be placed 100 = 400 meters off the road since the bulk of the VC

‘force is often back from the road and moves up to fighting positions

-* along the ditches after-the initial exchange of fire,. Main eleéments of

the VC force will usually ‘bz located in areas adjacent to the road where
the jungle is most dense and few or no landing zones exist thereby -

; protecting their flanks and rear against rap:a.d reaction forces, -7 '

r. Reconna.lssance by fire by ground elements moving along a road is
unsatisfactory if the fire is placed at a 90 degree angle to the column,

B ‘The lead vehicles should direct their fire into the ditches where cam-

"oflouged foxholes are likely to exist, Enfilade fire in bthe dltcnes J.S

'_more likely to cause the VC to discloee pooltlon prenaturely. SR

s, The operation revealed s:.gmi‘lcant shortomirgs’ 1n the nrgam.za—
tion and equipment of the divisional aviation battalion for employment

“in'the RVN tyne environment. The eurrent authorization of 16 UH-1D

aircraft in the airmobile company is ‘wholly inadegliate to- suppord

- divisional qrick reactlon ‘airmobile force reditfiremtnts,- The'addition
uof ‘five UH--1D aireraft to the non-d:n.v:.sn.onal 2ir -assault companies is a

step which éhould also bé taken in the divisional’ ‘aiymobilé company at

the earliest practicable date. With 21 troop carrier aircraft, the

‘divisional airmobile company would have a more pstent 2irlift capebility

ANNEXES t

and’ be ‘capable’ of properly supporting the divisiln in“airmobile opera=

~ tions, ' This capabilityi'is essential when non—&n.v:.s:.onal assault heli-
: copter u.m.ts are not amla"ble mmediately,, R , .

T
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NARRATIVE OF THE BATTLE OF SROK DONG T
30 JUNE 1966 AUG 1685

INTRODUCTION (U)

The 271st Viet Cong liain Force Regiment was defeated on 30 June
1966, near the village of SROK DOHG in ore of the classic engagements
of the Vietnam conflicte In continuing their efforts to repel the 18t
Infantry Division from the EL PA30 II area of operations, the Ve
attempted to ambush Troops B and C, 1st Squadron. 4th Cavalry and
Company C, 24 Battalion. 18th Infantry. As a consequence, the 271st .
Regiment suffered heavy losses and wos soundly defeated. ‘

BACKGROWND (T)

Opération EL PASO II commenced on 2 June 1666 when intelligence

indicated that three Viet Cong end one North Vietnsmese regiments were

poised to resume their "Monsoon Campaign" by attacking GVN and U.S.

‘Special [orces compounds in MINH THANH, HON QUAN, LOC NINH, and 30KG BE.

Becausc of this threat, Commanding General, II Field Force, Vietnam,

. directed one infantry and. one artillery battalion be deployed to LOC
" NINH to strengthen the defenses in this area. Subsequently, additional

elements were deployed by CG 1st Div until by mide-June the majority of
 the division was operating throughout BINH LONG and PHUCC LONG Provinces.
1st Infantry Division troop dispositions as of 300600 June axre indicated

. on attached map 1. Two significant engagements had been fouzht with

the VC prior to 30 June. On 8 June, Troop A (+), 1st Squadron, 4th

. Cavalry had spoiled an ambush on Route 13, set by the 2724 VC Mein

Force Reziment while passing through TAU O, an area between CHON THANH

and HON QUAN. UYhen the 4-hour engagement erded, the VC had lost 105

KIA (BC) with an additional 250 probebly killed, The second signifi=-
cant engagement jinvolved elements of the 2d Battalion, 28th Infantxy -

 and CING forces in the Battle of LOC NINH Plantation on 11 June 1966.

One battalion of the 273%d Main Force Regiment was emplaced in trenches
end heavily fortified bunkers. but after massive artillery end moxrtar
five and air strikes, the positions were overIun. VC losses were 98
KIA (BC) and 150 KiA (Probable). :

For obout two weeks the 2d Pattalion, 18th Infantly vith the

18t Squedron, 4th Cavalxy {-) had the mission of securing the division

base at AUAN LOI and the HON QU/AN ajrfield, Frow 3 June, the cavalry

. squadron hid been performing reconnaissance to the casts south, south-

west, and to the north limited by the destroyed bridge on Foute 13

“at XT 722973. In coordination with ARVN forces the banks of the
" strean were prepared to permit emplacement of an armored vehicle

e

launched bridge {AVLB) just to the ieft of the one that had been

damazed. in operation was planned in conjunction with the emplacement"

of the AVLB, to commence on 30 June, The squadron plan wae gubmitted
to Lt Col Herbert MeChrystal, Commanding nfficer, 2d Battelion, 18th

- Infantxy, and wos approved for operations in the area indicated on
"maps 2 and 3. The mission avsigned to L% Col Lecnard Lewane,

Commanding Officex, 18t Squadron, 4th Cavalry, was a2tnally threefold.
First the squadron (-} was to cross Check Point COLDEN GATE (AVLB)
and proceed north along Route 13 corducting @ recomnaissance in forces,
Proop C was to operate in area of operation BSTDBALL while B Troop
would initially operate in POOTBALL and later in TENNIS, Second, B

- Proop, in conjunction with operations in PENNIS, would escort an

"~ engineer scoO0pP loader from LOC WINH, back to Check Point GOLIEN GATE.f

Third, the operation was 40 deceive the enemy 2as ts the actugal area
in which the division was planning to operate in the near future.
Both troops were to close back into HON QUAN by 1930 on 30 Junee -
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.Troop B would have one platoon of C Company, 24 Battalioh, 18fh'.¢;6’

Infantry attached, while the remainder of C Company would move with
C Troop. The 2d Battalion, 18th Infentry maintained B Company on
alert as the rapid reaction force, With final planning completed,
the operation would begin on 30 June, .

The vegetation in the area of the contact is wooded on both
sides of the road. The only open areas are rice paddies, some stream
lines, and small lakes, Even here, there is adequate concealment due’
to the chest~high grass. There are heavily forested areas as indie-
.cated on map 3 and the skeitch maps, with the trees 150 -« 200 feet
high. Although movement in the grass is difficult to observe from . -
the ground, it can be observed from the air except where the terrain
is heavily forested. The chest-high grass comes up to the shoulders
of the road. The weather at the time of contact was clear and hote

THE BATTLE OF SROK DONG (U)
On 30 June, Troop B, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry, with attached

1st Platoon, C Company, 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry and AVLB section
deperted the squadron perimeter at HON QUAN enroute to Check Point

GOLDEN GATE. The colurm was located at the bridze site by 0859 hours.

. Troop C was to depart EON QUAN at 0730 with C Company (-). However,
this colunm was delayed until Troop C could reorzanize after the

- search operation conducted until 2400 hours the previous night, At

0910, the column crossed GOLDEN GATE with B Troop leading end pro-
ceeded north on Route 13 to the operational areas specified in the

order, TUpon arrival at Check Point 1, the 3d Platoon with the platoon

of infaniry turned east and conducted a reconnaissance to the ford at
Check Point 2. Due to the depth of the ford, the platoon retraced
the route to Check Point 1, turned north on Route 13, passed through:
the 1st Platoon, and continued north. Order of march was now 3d Pla-
- toon with =%tached infantry, Troop Command Group, 24 Platoon, and

1st Platoon, .

Troop C turned west at Check Point 1 and proceeded 4o the fixst
stream., Three mortar carriers, ten infantry-men, and the 3d Platoon
remained at Check Point 1 and established a perimeter, The mortars
were laid west to support the troop. As C Troop moved west, they
flanked the road on both sides. Aifter crossing the stream, the
infantry dismounted and deployed.

At about 0938 hours when the lead persomnel carrier of B Txoop,
moving north on Route 13 toward IOC NIWI, reached a point abcut mide-
way across the rice paddy (sketch mep 1), it begen receiving mortar,
small arns and recoilless rifle fire and appeared to be the only one
engaged, 1st Lieutenant James P. Flores, B Troop Commander, could
8ee the mortar rouands bursting from his position in the columm about
80C meters to the rear of the lead vehicle. He immediately celled
Col Lewane, who was over the area in an OH-13 helicopier. The 3d

Platoon then reported receiving heavy fire from the north and northe

‘west. A preplanned airstrike was currently in progress vicinity

XT T499, which Col Lewene diverted to XU 721018 at Lt Flores® reguesto

Lt Flores then called the 2d Platoon forward and deployed them around
the 3d Platoon. The 2d Platoon brought their two tanks end one from
the 1st Platoon forward. By this time all but one tank and a persone
nel carrier of the 3d Platoon had returned to Check Point 1 with
wounded and to replenish amrmunition. All platoons were now in cone
taect on hHoth sides of the road, with the heaviest volume of Ffire
coring from the west.
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The Viet Cong had set up the ambush in ihe shape of an "L", with

" 2 heavy security element crossing the road along the trail noxrth of

the paddy. The logs piled at random to the ozst of Check Point 3
afforded good protection and some of the recoilless rifles were
probably located here, Mortars were reported by a forward air con-
troller in the woods to the north of the village. The ambush extended

. for about 2000 meters, but with the exception of a security element

to the northeast of Check Point 1, the eastern side of the road was
lightly defendeds The VC appeared to be lined up all along the west
side of the road with the heavy weapons about 150 meters from the road.
in the heaviest vegetation., The VC were wearing a variety of khaki,
black, and green uniforms. One strong point had been established by
the VC in vicinity XU 722007. The recoilless rifles caused the most

trouble, and were also the most difficult to locate, During the first

30 minutes of the contact, the enemy concentrated on knocking out the
tanks, All four B Troop tenks were disabled. from hits on the tank
commander’s cupola and subsequent wounding of the crew, ’

The 1st Plutoon of B Troop was carrying the wounded to GOLDEN
GATE with an intermediate aid station set up at Check Point 1, They
2lso helped with the establishment of a strong point at Check Point
o Because the incoming fire at Check Point 1 was so intense, Dust Off
aireraft -ould not land so the squadron S=3 set-up the Must Off 1.2 at
GOLDEN GATE and wounded were collected at Check Point 1 end then
moved south, .

Troop B concentrated on laying down a heavy base of fire to the
west, ‘Adlrstrikes which had been continuous from the initial
strike, were being placed to the north and weste Artillexy was
attacking targets on the east of Route 13 and armed UH-1B's and CH-47's
were making firing passes north and south on #he areas immediately
adjacent to the road. When the 1st Platoon reported receiving fire
a% Check Point 1, it sppeared to Lt Flores ihat the VC were attempting
to cut him off from Check Point 1, An airstrike wae immediately
called in and the fire slackened at this locaticne The remaining
elements at the head of the column were still receiving heavy fire

. from 21] types of weapons and Lt Flores cslled requesting C Troop

come up and help,

When the first contact wes reported, Captain Stephen Slattery,

C Troop Commander, ordered the infanticy to mount up and prepare to

mee back to Check Point 1, establish a strong point, and be prepared
to assist B Troop. The 3d Flatoon had Veen receiving some light fire
et Check Point 1, but when the other platoons arrived at this location,
the fire became more intense., Several of the infantry riding on the
personnel carriers were hit as mortar rounds started falling into

the area. Cap% Slattery orcered the platoons to deploy and push ;out
the perimeter, primarily to the north. The 3d Platoon was operating -
northwest of the crossroads, 1st Platoon east, snd 24 Platoon west

‘and southwests The mortars had been re-laid 4o firc 0 ‘the northe

Check Point 1 wes becoming very jarmed with ¢ Troop maneuvering and
vehicles retuming with B Troop wounded. Check Point 1 continued to
receive heavy small arms fire with most of it coming from west of the
road, Iortar and recoilless fire was being answored with e heavy '
volume of 50 caliber fire from the personnel carriers at the road
Junction. . Col Lewane called and ordered C Tu.op to push noxrth and
relieve the pressure on B Troop. The 3d Platcon wasg finally able to -
£tart moving north with the tank from 2d Platoon, About 200 meters
from Check Point 1, the tank was hit in the turret and the commender,
Sergeant Allison, and the loader were seriously wounded. They wexre
pulled from the tank and evacuated, The tank continued north, The




*€C Troop column consisted of the 2d Platoon, 1st Platoon, and Troop -
Command Group (sketch map 2). The 3d Platoon, C Company (=), and .
mortars remained at the crossroads. Intense fire was received all -
the way to B Troop's Position, but & heavy base of fire was maine .
tained by the personnel carriers and the tank. The brush was so

thick and close on both sides of the road, grenades were just tossed .

 over the sides of the vehicles, About 600 meters after the first
hit, the tenk was hit again, but the driver kept going even though
the gunner, Sergeant Riddle was wounded and evacuated, When the

Troop C column arrived at the tail of the B Troop position, Lt Flores

said to go farther north and fire to the weste The 18t and 24 Plae
toons moved up and deployed as best as they could since they were

- 2Tined 4o the area immediately left and right of the road., Iire
was Curected east and west with the heaviest volume to the west, . ,
Col Lewene ordered C Troop to hold at this point until B Troop could .
be extracted and move south, The C Troop tank went almost to the 01
crid line before it turned around and came backe Three men from the
264 Platoon joined Sergeant ilson in the tank and although power to
the turret was gone, tiey succeeded in getting the gun bearing to

the north and northwest. Sixty munds were fired before the aummi=-
"tion was exhausted. The tank was then moved along side a disabled

B Troop tank and the ammunition transferred, VC could be seen Jumping
around but didn't appear to be withdrawing, Artillery was firing
north and east and airstrikes were being concentrated on the west, but
appeared to be too far west. Captain Slattery asked Col Lewane to

move them in closer and the next strike came in south to north with -

CBU which landed very close to the road,

With the arrival of C Troop, Lt Flores pulled all the remaining .

elements of B Troop back to Check Point 1, to regroup, rearm, and :
establish a block along the road west from Check Point 1, When the .

first 1ifts of A Company, 24 Battalion, 18th Infantry were approaching.

the LZ, Lt Flores pulled back. Troop B remained at Check Point 1 for
ebout 40 iinutes to rearm and get the wounded and dead back to “OLDEN

- GATE. The next 30 minutes were taken to move the 1st and 2d Platoons -
down the road to blocke The 3d Platoon handled the evacuation of
wounded (sketch map 3), -

Lieutenant Charles D Cole with the 3d Platoon of C Troop had been
handling casualties between the forward elements and GOLDEN GAT3E, He
loaded C Company on the persomnel carriers and moved to the head of
the colum, After the infentry were dropped, the 3d Platoon deployed
west of the road while the 24 Plstoon moved off to the east in an
attempt to push the VC out onto the LZ (sketch map 4), Lt Cole's
platoon hit a VC strong point. He was hit in the chest and several
others were wounded before they could pull back. The mechenized flame
thrower with Lieutenant John X Lyon's 1st Pl toon assisted in the
extraction of 3d Platoon. As the infantry begen to land on 1LZ 2
and C Compeny began to deploy, the fire sluckened, Mire from the
personnel carriers was directed more to the west, The VC started

withdrawing and many were killed as they jumped to run through the
high grass,

After a delay of about 30 minutes caused by enemy fire received
from both sides of the road, B Troop was occupying their blocking
position, Initially, the head of the column halted just wes%t of the
stream until information was received that a reinforced ARVN APC
“roop would assist. The block was then extended to about the 70 N-S
grid line. Trom the blocking position,; VC could be seen withdrawing
along the trail that parallels the road and were taken under fire.
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Troop C established a perimeter along Route 13 until the
infantry started making the sweep. By 1530 contact along the road
had practically ceased and the personnel moved into the brush to
search for dead and wounded VC and weapons. The 3d Platoon, B Troop
returned to the blockirz position with the Aero Rifle Platoon of D
Troop. By 1700 movement had ceased and the two troops remeined in

- position the remainder of the day.

REACTION (U)

, For a week prior to 30 June 1966, B Company, 24 Battalion, 18th
In:.:ntry had been maintained on a 30 minute alert as a rapid reaction
force and was in this posture at the time B Troop made contacte When
it became obvious that. both troops and the attached rifle company
were heavily engaged, B Company was alerted for probable deploymente
Two questions had to be answered first; how they would be employed
and by what means of tronsportation. All helicopters were fully
committed on other missions. Twelve 5/4 ton trucks were collected
from the various units in the vicinity of the battalion command post
at QUAY LOI, and B Company was prepared to move prior to their arrival.
At 1026 hours the helicopters supporting the 1st Battalion, 28th Infan-
try in the SONG BE area were diverted to QUAN LOI, but by 1040 hours
had not arrived. Company 3 departed by vehicle for the squadron come
mand post at HON QUAN, and at 1105 passed to control of Col Lewane,

Between 1015 and 1020 hours, A Company, 2d Battalion, 18th Infan-
try was alerted, pulled off the perimeter, and instructed to be on
the airfield in.the event helicopters became availabie, Company A
was assembled on the airfield by 1100 hours. General DePuy called -
Col licChrystal to the division command post about 1040 hours to be
briefed on what had happened in his battalion. General DePuy made

© the decision to divert 12 helicopters from SONG BE, All helicopters
~closed the QUMY LOI airfield at 1130 hours. Col Lewane was informed -

of the current status of Companies A and B and asked where and how he
wished to deploy them. A command and control helicopier arrived for

- Col HcChrystal and he and the battalion S-3 went forward for a

reconnaissances

Col Lewane had selected two landing zones; LZ 1 in the rice paddy
on the east of Route 13 (XU 727012) and L7 2 across the road. He

. decided on the lotter with the direction of ‘attack south, At 1145,

Col Lewazne was informed that the first 1lift of A Company was loadede.
The company commender was briefed that he would land on LZ 2: he

-should operate his xadio on the squadron freyuency; and he was undex
- control of the squadron commender., The LZ was prepared by air strikes

and artillery and then was marked with smoke from Col McChxystalts
aircraft. A Company cloged in two lifts,

Company B proceeded north on Route 15 toward CP GOLIEN GATE,
Upon arrival at that location, the couwpany would be moved into the
battle area by helicopters or persormel carriers. MWajor Taylor

. landed at the bridge and discovered there were & number of wounded

requiring evacuation by Dust Off helicopters and the pick-up zone
would hecome too congested with essault helicopters landing there
a2lso., /n alternate pick-up zone was selected at XT 734967 and the
road colurm of B Company was diverted to this location. Company B
then made an airmobile assault into LZ 2 wtilizing four lifits of five
aircraft, A command group from the 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry had
been prepared for 1lift after B Comp ny had closed the LZ, . As one
helicopter in the lest 1ift of B Company landed, it apparently
struck a dud CBU bomblet, All personnel clzared the damaged ship
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" before it was consumed by fire, Col McChrystal landed with B Come- b2

pany, and assumed commend of Companies A and Be Col Lewane was
informed of this and that the battalion (~) was attacking in the

. direction he had specified,

As the companies started pushing south, B was west of Noute 13
end A o their right (sketch mep 5). Compan,y A met resistance about
2C0 meters south of the LZ while B Company was mopping up the remainin
elements of the enemy just to the west of Route 13, About 300 meters.
south of the 12z, B Company uncovered C Troop and C Company (=) A%
this tlme, Col HcChrystal essumed command of these elements, Company
C was oxfered to reorganize and search the immediate ares, while Q
Troop was to reorganize, recover disabled tanks and personnel carriers,
and suprort from Route 1% as Company B continued sweeping south snd
A Compan;- southviest. Compem;sr B ceased to meet resistance by the t:.me
they had »rozressed about 800 meters from the Lz, However, A Comp
net stiff resistance along the creek, vicinity XU 715005 (slceuoh map 6)0
The Viet Cong had established a strong combat outpost line east and
wect of the creek. Company A sustained a few wounded. 3ince no
headway was being made, C Company was committed on the right flank
of A Company. The link-up was made by 15615 and the strength of the
two companies forced the VC out of their positions. Dust Off was

. completed and the sweep continued south te the blocking positions

held by B Troop and the ARVN forces,

A% 1800, Col Berry, 1st Brigade Commender;, landed and directed
the 24 Battalion, 18th Infantry to assemble at L7 2 and become the
brigade reserve., The units returned to an assembly area just south
of the 1LZ in the order B, A, and C Company, vhere the baiitalion
remained overnight. The reconnaissance platoon, and mortxr hHlatoon
of the battalion were flown in at 1700, Three ambush sites wore
established on the south, southwest, and the west, but no enemy
activity was experienced during the night.

During the time the 24 Battalion, 18th Infantry was preparing
for denloyment, the 1st Brigade Commander was alerted at 1003 to
move one infentry battalion and the brigade TAC CP in that order to
QUAN L0I, The 1st Battalion, 2d Infaniry commenced the move at 1234
hours using C-123 and CV-2 aircraft. The brigade closed the airfield
a%t QUAY IOT at 1530, At 1622, the 1st Battalion; 2d Infentry commenced
an airmobile assault into LZ BLU“., (map 2) and by atout 1715 hed
closed into the area and began sweeping eastward,

Shortly after the contact was reported, the BINH LOWG Province
Chief offered units immediately available to him forx suppert of the
1st Infentry Division, The 3d Troop, 1st Cavalry, LEVN, with 20 APC's
reinforced with +the 34 Company, 1st Battalion, 9th R'\glmenb, ARVN,
were attached tc the 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry. At 1100 hours Lhe
U.S. Advisor reported to the 13t Infantry Division G-3 for a wission.
Ee was directed to immediately proceed north on Route 13 to link up
with U.%. elements at Check Point 1, This was accomplished and the
locking position established at approximately 1300 hours (sketch map
5)s The Sth Regiment had one other company immediately available fox

- opsrations which moved %o secure the bridge at Check Point GOLNIN GATE.

The Rezional Force companies were securing the road between the bridge
and HON 'iUAN. One company of the 9th Regiment was called back {rom
on operation south of QUAN LOI as a possible escort for the move of
en artillery battery north on Route 13,

A a.;wou‘c 1100 hours, two CIDG companies wrere sent from LOC HNTWH
and azssumed blockingz nesitions north of the battle axsa.




The 1s% Battalion, 23th Infantry was ordered at 1020 hours to
move from SONG BZ to QUAN LOI. The battalion closed at QUAW LOI at
1620 and A Battery, 2d Battalion, 33d Artillery moved by CH~47 from
SONG BE, closing at 2245. This battery was moved to LZ BLUZ (map 2)
2%t 1115 hours, 1 July, .

A% 1420 hours, the 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry was ordered to
terminate its operation, return to LAI KHE and prepare for movement
on order., At 1430 24 Battalion, 16th Infantry was ordered to move
one company from the 2d Brigade Base Cemp to PHUOC VINH and the bate
talion (~) to LAI KHE. The ist Battaliony 16th Infaniry closed into
- LAI XHE at 1715 and the last of C Company, 2d. Battalion, 15th Infantry
was on the way to FHUOC VINH in fixed wing aircraft by 1813,

The 2d Battaiion, 2d Infaniyy commenced moving from LAT IHE at
- 1600 hours utilizing C=123% and CV-2 aircraft, All elements of this
battalion had closed into QUAN LOI at 1710,

1 - 2 JULY (7)

On i July, follow up action continued against rements of the
271st VC Regimente The 1st Battalion, 24 Infantry secured LZ BLUE
es Battexy A, 24 Battalion, 334 Artillery was lifted by CH~47 %o
support future operations. Company C remained to secure the LZ while
the remainder of the battalion moved to seize the bridge at T 6839983
link up with the 1st Squadron, 4th Cavelry (-); and with B Troop
proceed o Objective 1 (U 698027)¢ Troop C joined Company G, 1st
Battelion, 24 Infantry at L7 BLUE. L

The 1st Battalion, 28th Infaniry conducted an airmobile assault ,
into LZ CGRIEN (XT 616995) at 1000 heurs. The battalion moved to secure
Objective B3ZBALL (XT 623996); left one compsny in blocking positions;
2nd proceeded %o vicinity of XU 721021 to conduct a2 search of *he
battle area of the previous day. ILight contact was made with small
. groups of TC, ‘

The 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry continued to search the batile

. area and uncovered numerous shallow graves and additional VO bodies,
At 1600 hours, the bettalion conducted en airmobile assavit oa LZ PINK
(XU 592025 and occupied poziticns for the wight =s shown on Overley 1e
Compeny A zade contaet wikh the W and Company ¢ and Reeor Platoon were
sent to reinforce, Mortar and small arms fire was received until con-
tact was broken at 2030 hours. At 0545 houxs 2 July, the overnight
positions of A Company, C Company, and Decon Platoon, were taken under
fire by VO automatic weapons and mortars. The V¢ thzn launched a
series of five arsaults from &ll directions, but the attack was
countered by fire support from artillery, gun ships, and Sighter }
bombers, A tosul of 61 sorties were flowm by USAF fighter bombers

and included clcze air support by thres fiighis using SKY SPOT (radex
bombing) techniques. Company ¥ was moved 4t G730 hours. t¢ reinforce -
Compenies A and C and contact was breken &% 0500 hours, A body count
of VO dead revealed that ithe attacking Hé 3Satwalion, 2734 VC Main
FPorce Regiment suffered the loss of 78 killed,

A% 0710 hours, the st Battalion, 28tk Infantry moved from overw
night positione fe support the 2d Bactaliorn, 1&th Infantyy. - Link-up
was made at 0930 hours and both battalions searched the aresa around
the defensive perimeter. The st Battalion, 28th Infantry then
continued north toward LZ ROSE (XU 5904 ) but made no contacte
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UNCLASSIFIED,

The 1st Battasion, 24 Infantry, minus ¢ Compa.ﬁy at the a.rtfillé:.',y' .
base, assembled on Route 13 and was helilifted into L3 RID (LU 657050),
closing at 1322 ° vz, This LZ and adjacent LZ WHITE (xv 657037)

were secured by »5 B and C, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry angd attached
ARVN APC troop a.. 2ifle company,

The 24 Battalion, 24: Infantry was helilifted into 12 PINK ang
relieved the 24 Battalion, 18th Infantry which returned to control
of 1st Infantry Division ot 15300 During the night the 24 Battalion,
24 Infantry came under mortar attack which appeared leter to have
been a cover for the withdrawal of the V¢ to the southwest ang northe
weste L sweep of the area was made with only minor contact,

FIRE SUPrORT (U)
At the time B Troop made contact, a preplanned air strike was in

Progress vieinity XT 7499. The aireraft had commenced dropping CBU
at the time Col Lewane notified the forward air controlier (PAC) thaet

- the armored colum was in contact, The pilot pulled out of his

southeast 4o northwest direction of flight and brought his aircraft
dom the west side of Route 13, expending the remainder of his CeU,
Nepalm, and 20mm, 4 large group of VC were seen running east along
the trail north of the rice paddy, The next flight concentrated on
the logs 2%t Check Point 3 and the trail. A second FAC arrived about
1030 and started working along the traile Col Lewane requested the
érea alony Route 13 about 300 meters from the road be hit

~ the troop commenders requested it be moved closer to the road,

During the dash of Lt Cole's 34 Platoon foxward with the infantzy,

2 napalm s{rike was placed along side the west of the road assisting
his movement, Col Lewane called for a Preparation on LZ 2, but delayed
the ectual landing when he was notified that aircraft were on station
with CBU, This strike was placed from the 00 grid line to the LZ,
After the 1LZ preparation, air strikes were directed to the west to

- Cover trails on which VT were withdrawing in groups of from 5 to 156

Napalm strikes were Placed ahead of the advancing 2d‘Battalion, 18th
Inf ntry,

From the initisl Preplanned strike, close air support vas cone
tinuous and unlimited. A total of 88 sorties were flowm as follows:

b -2
00 - 40
A1~ 10 (WAR)
5 « 6
F4 «~ 8

Ordnance erromded includeds

High Dxplosive - 42,3 tons

Napalm - 48 tons
CuU - 1145 tons
Rockets - 160

There was a minimum of one FAC on station at all times, 'These
FPACs were in constant communication with either the squadron commander,

S=3, or %roop commanders,
9

Az$illery direct support was provided by Battexy B (155mm) eng
Batterr D (8"), 8th Battelion, 6th Artillery located at HON QUAN
(XT 762591 )e. Battery B fired 548 rounds and Battery D fired 277
from the +time contact was made until about 1900 hours,
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Defensive concentrations had Leen plotted along the rou_;be which
facilitated ground observers with the column o call for fire, However,

‘most of the missions were adjusted by air observers, Within minutes

after contact began, an air observer was over the vattle area. Fire
was most intense from the ncrtheast and northwest and asrtillexry was
fired on the trail north of the rice paddy. These fires were shifted
+o0 the wooded arez north of SROX DONG. Col Lewane then directed that
artillery would fire to the east of Route 13, This was continued
until such time as he directed that artillery be placed as a block
along the streamline to the weste Artillery was also used in the
preparation of LZ 2 and shifted prioxr 4o the landing to the woods on
the nexrth, Artillery continued %o block along the streamline to the
west after the infantry deployeds Groups of VO wers seen b0 walk
into- the fire, lying down or getting in holes between volleys. By
1700, resistance had ended, but air and artillery continuved to inter-
dict likely essembly areas and routes of withdrawal. Interdiction
continuved throughout the aight,

In addition to air and artillexry, helicopter gunships s'upport_ed'

V the engaged unitse A% 0945 hours an armed (=47, GO0-GO 154, received

an embush reaction mission in support of the armored column. Contact
was made with Col Lewane at 100C hours, The pilot was brj.efed on the
situation snd made an immediate attack on the enemy forces 100 meters

west of Route 13, The first attack was made at 1008 hours using 20mm

and 50 caliber zuns and 40mm zrenades. Aftexr the first pass, Col Lewane

- requested that fire be moved to within 25 to 50 meters from the road

and the secand attack was made using the seme weapons, A third pass

was made using M-18 (7.62 Miniguns) and 50 caliber side and rear gunSs .

The Minijuns appeared to have lititle suppressive affect and the air=

- craft received several hits. Transmission warning lights, oil pres-

sure, and temperature gouges indicated heavy Jdamage and an immediate - B
landing was made in the rice paddy east of Route 13, A check indie~
cated the aircraft was safe to fly and the aircraft returned %o

. QUAN LOI to ascertain the extent of damages At 1130 hours, VUNG TAU

. was contacted for & replacement ai.craft which arrived at 1300 end . o
continued attacks on enemy troops, evacuation routes, a.ssembly areas,

- and close suppori of elements occupying blocking 7>osition5¢,

Operxa’ions with armed Chinooks ended at 2015 houlsa Hume.cous ,
sortier vere flown by armed UH-~1Bis both as cover for the a,med
Chinools and againsy tarpets selected by Col Lewane.

RESTLTS (T)
Enemy losses includeds

270 KIA {Fedy Gount)
700 KIL ..,.‘.:-nah"e)
T VC Canuives
40 Small Arms
23 Crew Served Weapons
1633 Rounds of Ammunition

(¢) TPriendly losses are as foliow UNLLASS@ ) '

1st Squadron, 4th Cavaly

IIg Troop 5.
B Troop 7 §1 noIY 32
C Troop _5 (2 Dow 3 is

55

Total 12

o ‘ N UNCLASSIEIEnm .
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24 Battalion, 18th Infantry

XIA IA
A Company 1 12
B Compeny - 1 10
C Compeny _5 (1 'D0oW) 17

Total - 7 39

Seven armored personnel carriers and four tenks were damazed,
One personnel carrier and one UH-1D were destroyed,

CONCLUSION (U)

As the reaction forces continued to search the battle area, oone
clusive evidence was found that the 271st VC Regiment had been decis~
ively defeated and again failed in its assigned mission to destroy
U.3S. armored forces along Route 13, The rout of 271st Regiment can
be attributed to several significant facts:

From the first indication of contact until the VC withdrew in
defeat, Lt Col Lewane was in complete command of the situation, At
the time of contact, the squadron was under OPCON 24 Battalion, 18th
Infantrys. Because he had complete control of the situation, subor-
dinate elements of the 24 Battalion, 13th Infantry were placed under
his control when committed to the battle. IZxcept for short neriods
of time vhen he returned to refuel, he was over the battle area,

- During his sbsence, he had his S-3 replace him to control the action
and cooxdinate the fire support. Col Lewane was in constant come
munication with his troop commanders, artillery observers, forward
air controllers, and gunships, Ile coordinated all the fires %o
insure that the maximum amount of wninterrupted firepower could he

" brought to bear on the enemy forces, ‘

- Lt Col McChrystal'’s plans for deployment of the rapid reaction
force saved many veluable minutes, preventing a larger number of VC
- from withdrawing,

The decision of General DePuy to divert helicopters for the
1ift of 23 Battalion, 18th Infantry, coupled with the movement of
B Compx~+ by vehicle to the pickup zone cut to a minimum, the time
betwee: landing of the two companies,

Preplanned airstrikes were available for diversion to the ares
. of contact and subsequent close air support was continuous. There
- was unlinited supprmt with varying quentities and types of ordnance,

- Nedium and hr~vy caliber artillery was available within range

~of the batile axe: -1 rapidly responded to requests for fire by
Col Lewane,

Troop C was nct initially engaged end was avsilasble for immede-
iate reinforcement on Col Lewane's order, '

The tremendous base of fire loid down by the tanks and personmel
carriers, coupled with the tenacity with which perscmel fousht and
the outsianding leadership given the men, were instrumental in over=

coming the numericslly superior VC force. As squad and platoon leaders

were wounded or killed, assistants immediately assumed command so that
at no time were the troops lacking direction, :

ONCLASSIPEy o
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The time contact was made is pa.rt:.cularly s:.gn:.fica.n‘b. ‘The -
battle started at 0938 leaving ten hours of daylight for the battle

. to develop, a reaction force to be committed, and a search of the - -

battle area to be conducted after contact was broken. This den’ied““-' '
the enemy the capability to police the area, o

Weather conditions d:.d not limit the ability of: the i‘orwa.rd air ‘

controllers oxr artlllezy observers to place: effective fire on the
enemy.

Inel -~ MAP 1 - 1st Inf Div Troop Dispositions

MAP 2 - Area of Operation 1:50,000

MAP 3 - PICTOMAP Area of Operat:.on 1: 25 000
Sketch Maps 1 - 6
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* ANNEX B Combat Operations After Action Report, Oberation EL PASO II/III

Batt‘le of LOC NINH Rubber Plantation Narrative
RESUME OF PATTLE OF LOC NINH RUBBER PLANTABION

The Battle of the LOC NINH Rubber Plantation was conducted under
the canopy of the gently rolling 10C NINH Rubber Plantstion two kiloe
meters west and northwest of LOC NINH, coord XU 737097, Vegetation
under the 60 foot rubber trees was negligible, Weather for the opera-
tion was fair with the exception of heavy ground fog in the early
morning, The fog delayed the heliborne portion of the operation from -
0620H until’ 0815H when the fog dissipated sufficiently to allow the -
HU-1D helicopters to make their 1ift of one CIDG platoon and one platoon

from A Company into the LZ vic coord XU 702112, Touchdown was 11@835!-1
Jun 66 following a five mute gunship preparation in the areas:

The ground blocklng ele.nents, two platocns from A Company, 2/28th
Inf departed the LOC NINH area at O715H along Houte RED and Route BLUE,

v respectively, At 0735H these elements reported receiving SA fire from

approximately one platoon of VC vic cocrd XU 715093, A Company's.8imm .
mortars were fired into the area with unknown results, In the samevnc,
at O810H, the blocking elements had three wounded by SA fire from the VC
posi"oions at the top of Hill 150, The 8imm mortars from A Company were -
again called on the hilltop, Following the mortar barrage the two
blocking platoons moved into positions to the south and east of the v

_ locations on Hill 1'~'»O vic coord XU 71 5095.

The heliborne elements after their initial landlng, headed south
toward their original objective of the Village Nr. 10 complex, centered’ -
at XU 710100, At OB49H the blocking elemervs’ xeported receiving MG fire

- from a bunker at vic coord XU 717095, Upon recew.v:.rg this information

the CIDG/A Company elements altered their mission and moved south to i
assizh against what was now estimated to be at least one VC platoon N
entrenched on top of Hill 150. A Company's platoon moved to the north

of the VC positions tying in with the two blocking forces on the east

and south, thus forming a U-shaped ring open to the M, The CIDG platoon .

attempted to penetrate the VC positions from the INW, but were repulsed by -

.heavy SA and AY fire coming from the well entrenched ehemy, The CIDG
- elements then displaced, tying in with A r‘ompa.ny's blocking elements on

the south. 81mm mortars were mnedlately cal"l ed in to t,he norbh seal:.ng’
off any VC route of mthdrawal

Due to the z.n’c.ens;ty of the 1‘ ghting‘ ¢ Comi:;smy was aierbed at O910H

- to be prepared to move on foot to assist A Company. At C9LOH C Company

was ordered to move in support of the elements arcund Hill. 150, By ..
1030H A and C Companies had linked up, C Company mowing around toward

- coord XU 713098, As C Company moved to effect tie in, A Company indicated
"that VC were moving to the NE toward Hill 177, vic coord XU 721111, C

Company was then ordered by “he battalion commandar o move norbh to

intercept and att.ack the V(" 111 that vi ca.m.'t.v.

Upon: approa oh:.ng coord XU ‘7201 Oh 'C Company ran into :Ln'bense ground
fire from at least onhe VC company fimmly entrenched in bunkers with
overhzad cover in the vic of Hill 177, Artiilenmy zund 4,2% mortar fire
was called on the VC positions and Lo the ncih to prevent the VC from
escaping, At 1200H C Company requested ammunition resupply and further
assistance to maneuver zgainst the enemy forc:, Tn less than 15 minutes
two helicopter loads of ammunition were airdropped on C Company's front
Xines, The Recon Platoon was mned:-.ately dispatched on foot from LOC NINH -
with still additional ammunition and a mission of ald:.ng the C. Company

- attacking elements south of Hill 177.
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The Recon element moved to A Company's CP location, vic coord
. XU 720092 and then proceeded north to assist C Company, killing three
VC snipers along the way, At 1330H Recon and C Company linked up with
Recon being placed on C Company left flank vic coord XU 71 7104, In pre-
- paration for an assault, more artillery was fired on th3 VC positions
" around Hill 177. The attack conmenced at 1425H with C Company on line
~east to west and ‘the Recon Platoon pinching im on VC - trenchwork from
the west along a ridgeline rumning north vie .coord XU 715113.

.. At this point thé VC concenmtrated. their fire on Recon and C Company
platoon on the left, hurling grenades and firing SA from the trees. .
Simltaneously, the VC began hitting the Recon Platoon's left flank with
intensified SA and AW fire, The Recon in turn- attempted to fall bacl: 0’ _ A
prevent the VC enveloping movement, Vhile in the process: of accomplishing ,
this maneuver, the VC moved a machinegun into.a trench occupied. by the. ¥ L
remaining Recon elements, resulting in the VC overrunning the positions. o
C Company irmedistely countered with its. reserve platoon, eliminating - = . o
the' VC resistince, pushing the enemy off Hill 177 into the artillery - cd
~ volleys ¢6 the north and northwest, terminating this portion of the
battle at around 111615H Jun 66, - . e .

Meanwhile, in the A Company area to the south; consecutive assaults
from the north, south; and west failed to dislodge the VC from their . . S
_entrenched positions, ' A CIDG company moving west on patrol was diverted C T
into a blocking position vic coord XU 700090, A Company's 81m mortars o ‘
continued to pound the VC positions, but to no apparent avail. The : o
‘battalion commander then decided to commit his findl reserve, B Company, o
‘2t 1430H, at the same time moving the CIDG company east to XU 713090 into '
a more edvantageous blocking and maneuvering Idedtion. = naongne o

. Co . o e of ARYG 3.@2»{;‘.“_-';;" . o

“hen B Company linked up with A Company at 1500 the .k Company.. : o
elements were repositioned to allew the artillery to.fire -3, pr‘gpara:.ff_ion , S
all-along Hill 150 prior to an assault by B Company.uc.dn the Jmeantime.
‘#he CIDG platoon dttached to A Company and positioned.vic,coard XU 714093
- petreated to the south after their interpreter had.been killed by the VC,.
thus crsatizg a gap in the A Compary lines on the rsduthy . The SF Advisor
~then _cined A Gomp'an':"y‘ until the battleended, . '«ouf ¢ e e o,

Folléwing a sixteenivolley artillery bumbardment:B Company assaulted
Hill 150 at 1630H, completely overruning the VC positions, The VC fled.
.o the south dnd ran inte & héavy volumi df fire from the CIDG blocking
- ‘force, causing the VC'té secatter:-Sif-in ‘¢omplete.:disorganization,

B S S I . SN RSN Vi e . . .

e

. . N e . ') ‘.;‘ ‘\ .

After th& fihal assault, ‘ednsélidations were.madein the battalion
zone of actior, - Castaliies werd then'evacuated, ammnition resupply was
“effected, “and the battlefield was’policed of VC bodiés and equipment
“with'a thorough search’of the.entire area, The battalion then moved on
£dot ‘back'to base camp location zround the LOC NINH airstrip, final

- 8lefhsht s closing  at 112100H Juni66,: , R
it i, P Sl - o
o e} - N . cve . B L N
- : )
1o Casuvaliy Figures:
) . . gt ' . ; 'l"f":jl‘:..v‘:‘:“ K . o L pee .
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The enemy force was estimated to be from two to three ma.:l.n
force VC companies, Because of the nature of resistance this estimation
‘was never apparent until approximately 12001'1.

2, Enenw Equipment Captured:
a, 60mm MOrtay mm——e——— 1 each complete with a.mnmnition.
Y. SKS Russian Carbine -- 1 each.

¢. Panzerfaust -—= 1 each with ammmnition, = -

’ d. MG-42 machinegun =e— 1 each.
e, VC webgear. |
f. VC medical supply.
he Numerous grenades, mines a.nd small arms ammm:.tion. |
,3,0 ..Amu:u.tlon Expended: . _Y
" a, 8im mortars — 100 HE, 14 Ill.
b, 4.2" mortars = 95 HE,: 5 WP,
e, 105mm Arty =e=— 1143 IE. |
d. Small arms =-—- two basic loads. S
l;. Air Sort:.es Flown: Air was used to block VC rout.e of escape
to the west side of the battle area, Sixteen sorties were flown by . .

F=-100!s, F-4C's, and Navy A1H aircraft, Ordnance expended as follows-
CBU, l\apalm 250 pound fragmentation bombs, 20mm cannon, :

B3




~ : | . -
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Battle of LOC NINH Rubber Plantation Narrative. (Con't)

2nd Bn, 28th Inf, 1st Inf Div
Loc Ninh, South Vietnam (Xu 7308)
101600H Jun 66

| KM

'FRAG ORDER (OPERATION EL PASO II)

REFERENCE: glAP6 SOUTH VIETNAM; 1:50,000 LOC NINH 6346 IV; LOC THIEN
' 346 III,

1, MISSION: A €o w/1 platoon CIDG conducts search of Village Nr. 10,

. Loc Ninh Rubber Plantation, vic coord XU 7209, to clear area of

.. local VC. ‘
' 2, EXECUTION:
: a, Concept of operatlow A Co (=) w/CIDG platoon attached, at
110600H commences move by foot and HU1D helicopter to surround
. Village Nr, 10 and clear it of VC and VC sympathlzers.

b, A Co: At O60CH two platoons follow Route Red and Route Blue
to blocking positions east and south of Village Nr., 10, At
0630H one platoon from A Co w/one platoon of CIDG helilifted
to LZ XU 701112, move south, conduct search and clear of VC in
Village Nr. 10,

¢, B Co: Be prepared to reinforce A Co on 20 min, aler’;).

d. C Co: 'Be prepared to reinforce A Co on 5 min, alert,

e, Heavy Mortar: GS, priority to A Co.
f.  Recon: Reinforée on call,

8. AT: Demo support on call,

h. Coord. Instructions:

(1) A Co send one man to mainta:.n constant coordination with
CIDG,

(2) Curship prep of LZ five minutes prior to landing.
(3) 95 and VCS evacuated to Loc Nink on foot.

(4) Evacuate casualties to rear on foob if possible, Dustoff
on call, Dustoff freq: 45,7 :

 (5) FAC freq: 43.6 S AP
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Ba.ttle of MINH THANH Road Narrative
THE BATTLE OF MINH THANH ROAD

The 272d Viet Cong Main Force Regz.merrb is considered the elite
regiment of the 9th VC Division, However, during the Battle of MINH
THANH Road on 9 July 1966, this regiment suffered its second defeat by
the 1st Infantry Diva.s:.on and supporting forces, On'8 June:1966, two:
battalions of the 272d Regiment had attacked an armored C&Vvélry column.-

-and were severely decimited- during the three and a half hours attack,

The Battle of MINH THANH Road is another example of- the’ departure from
conventional tactics the st Infantry Division' ha.s‘ eagper:.enced during

O its f:.r t year in the Republlc of South v:.etna.*n. Lo

e .
Py . i ! z,.:,',

‘The Battle of MINH THANH Road was ‘one ‘of five ma jor a.ctlons in =
which Vist Cong Main Force Regments were engaged and défedted by men

- ‘of the' Big'Red One during Operation EL PASO,  dune < July 1966,  The

battle i's clissic in two respects, First was the ‘planning’and execution,
Second th:.s was not' an instance of‘where the VC alone- planned the attack

and’ la.tmched it at a time and place of their choosing, wn.thdramng before

aCz cfuate resources were deployed in rea.ct:x.on.

Ba.sed on the prev:.ous successes of ROADRUNNER operatlons conducted

ST by amored ‘cavalry forces, the Commanding General, 1st Infantry Da.vis:.on,
- gave the 1st Brigade Cormander the mission of developing a plan to lure
the Viet Cong into attacking US forces, Colonel Sidney B Berry Jr -~

received the mission, gave his staff the concept of operation, and issued

_the order for Operation OLYMPIA/EL PASO (OPORD 23-66), 6 July, The“ist’
" Brigade mission was: "to position forces and conduct reconnaissance 1n
force to lure VC.forces to ambush/attack the -column,  enabling the 1st
~ Brigade to destroy VC forces by offensive action,! Operat:.on OLYMPIA
was a2 mlti-phase plan in concept, easily modified to insure response

to attacks on either the MINH THANH Road or National Route 13 south of

- Al LOC., In response to additional guidance from Geheral DePuy, the

1st Brigade included a feint against SPOC CON TRANG, On 8 July, a

. simulated airmobile assault would be conducted into an LZ v:.cinity SROC

CON TRANG following air and artillery preparations causing the VC to be
dra.wn into the killing zone of a B-52 strike. Subsequent to receipt of -

. the mission, extensive planning, reconnaissance aid wargaming:was con- *

ducted, All commanders participated in the plan aid knew exactly what -

"~ the philosophy was and what the other cuimanders felt;‘u’rhis*.faciﬂitat'ed

the carrying out of mod':i.f:i.cations with a minimuin’of radid-transmissions
once contact was made, - On" 9 July, Phase II of the-concept!:dofsoperations
would commence with Task Force DRAGOON, consm‘;ziﬂgl 6f ThoopsyB;ahd. ¢

1/4 Cavalry and B:Company 1/2: Infanuz'y, conducting a réconnaisssance in

- force along Routé KNIFE (mep- 1) to“MINH THANH, “ TF DRAGOON would receive

engineer-equipment at ’*[[NH THANH and returh: to’ AX TOC. In She event TF

 DRAGOON-was ambushed:- or' attacked- enro&t% Torces’ previousi'y positioned
would’ ¥éspond :.mmedlately as the'situation déveloved, "Commitment of

initial battalions would be against the VC flanks, - Remaining battalions
would be committed %o the immediatebattle area or to blocking positions,
La.rrdlng zones and tentative’ blOCnlﬁg positions along likely. VC routes of
withdrawal were selected (imapit)'to be'occupied on order, .To:further
insure the VC were lured into ¢contact,! the movement of bulldozers. and:

.. resupply trucks from MINH THANE tc™AN LOC escorted with a small ) a.munb
- of armored cavalry was leaked, Information was also ledked that a con=-

voy would be moving down Route i3 in the near’ future TN ‘nopes that should

* the VC not be lured into attacking the MINH THANH convoy, they woul@

attack the one on Route 13, The latter convoy would be covered by

. Artillery Base II, The attack on the MINH THANH Road. was:preferred

C-1
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because of landing zones, The plan was wargamed from the VC standpoint
‘and although five possible sites were selected for the attack, the final
position selected was the same location the actual attack took place,

- The intelligence estimate indicated a minimum of one battalion and
possibly a regiment could be expected to attack, Intelligence had shown
the 272d Regiment to be operating in the area in regimental strengthi .

On 7 July, the ist Brigade began positioning its forces and-com=
plcted care and maintenance for future operations, Headquarters, Bj and:
D Batteries, 8/6th Artillery and A Battery 1/5th Artillery moved to. - -

Artillery Base I, The 2d Battalion, 2d Infantry commenced infiltration
£o MINH THANH, using UH-1D and CV-2 aircraft. The move was completéd oh
3 July, Forces at MINH THANH then included 2/2d ard 1/18th Infantry and
Pattery C, 2/33d Artillery. The simulated airmobile assault was-con-

Gucted on 8 July by elements of 1/28th Infantry, followed by the B-52
str’ks at 1100 hours, . Air strikes were also employed against suspected
VC bases in the SROC CON TRANG area, Headquarters Battery, 1/5th Artil=:

_ lery and C Battery 1/7th Artillery moved to Artillery Base II, Lieu-
‘tenant Colonel Robert Haldane's 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry occupied
positions around the abandoned airstrip 2500 meters east of Artillery
Base I and secured the artillery with one company, . The 1st Battalion, -
16th Infantry, commanded by lieutenant Colonel Rufus G. Lazzell, moved
from LOC NINH to QUAN LOI, 5500 meters northeast on AN LOC, and came .
under control of ist Brigade, Company C, 1/2 Infantry and an ARVN APC
troop provided security for Artillery Base II. The 1/18 Infantry maine
tained one company at poszition S5 and the battalion (=) at the MINH THANH
-airfield, The 2/2 Infantry occupied overnight positions in vicinity of
5115 ‘ S s

The 1/18 Infantry (=) began moving to'S5 at 0605 on 9 July, followed

by the movement of 2/2 Infantry to 511 at 0656, Company B,.1/28 Infantry,
assisting in the security of Artillery Base I, returned to control of the
parent organizatiqn, ' : " :

At 0700 hours 9 July, Task Force DRAGOON crossed the start point at
the AN LOC airfield with C Troop, commanded by Captain Stephen Slattery,
leading, Troop B, commanded by Captain David Kelly followed at 0710,

The artillery began firing preparation along Route KNIFE at 0720 hours,
 Due to the low overcast and its interference with close air support, the
¢olumn halted at 0755 in the vicinity of Check Point HANK, A 30 minute
delay was anticipated, but it was 0900 before the column resumed move-
‘ment, LIC Lewane, overflying the column, gave the order to move and
Troop C continued to lead, The tdctical formation ‘consisted of two pla=- -
toons flanking the road with a command group and a third platoon following
‘on the roadway, However, as the column proceeded beyond the rubber
plantation, the thickness of the underbrush and secondary jungle growth = -
. forced those elements on the flanks to return to the roadway, Tanks '
. were interspersed with the platoons and a mechanized flame thrower was
integrated into the tactical formation of each troop. Personnel of B
Company, 1st Battzlion, 2d Infantry were integrated into the elements
of the squadron (-) with the majority with C Troop, giving each person-
nel carrier six fighting troops, After the column had proceeded approx= .
imstely 2iCO meters, the terrain on the flanks "of the road opened suf-
Ticiently for assumption of the flanking wedge formation, The flanking
. platcons employed reconnaissance by fire, but no fire was returned and
no enemy activity was observed, Artillery continued to fire on pre-
plamed concentrations approximately 200 to 300 meters ahead of the' column
and about 100 meters off the road, Fire teams (armed UH~1B's) and an .
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- maneuvered up and down the column, Reports were rece:.ved. t.hat. the V¢ .*
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' armed CH-L7 were also conducting reconna:.ssance by fire -on both s:.dss of IR
the road, The aerial scouts from D Troop flew ahead and to the fla.nks o

of the column to detect any VC movement,

Troop C assumed a box formation appro:d.mately 200 meters before
reachmg Chéck Point DICK with the Troop Headquarters closing the box -
in the rear dnd maintaining contact with the trail troop.. An. artillery
preparation,. followed by a:.rstrikes, softened up the: br:.dge area. BRI
Napalm was' particularly effective. in burning out -dense undergrowbh
adjacent to the bndge. Following the airstrikes, the lead platoon, :. ‘.

~ with two eng:.neer mine sweeper/demolition teams .attached and .supported by

overwatching tank fire, moved rapidly to the bridge site,.. Dismounted .
personnel secured both sides of the bridge and after a check. revealed
no demolitions were installed on the bridge, 'several.-Mi13's crassed to

- add force to the far side, Extensive scouting, mine sweeping, and checks" R

found ‘no evidence of enemy activity and the bridge was determined to be
in good enough condition to support heavy armor, After the. bndge was .
secured, the 1st and 2d Platoons moved rapidiy across and established '

‘blocking positions on both sidés of the road, LIC Lewane called at this

time and instructed the column to speed.up the operation. 'Because .of the .
comb:matlon ‘of the time factor and the thick jungle growth adjacent to .
the road, the column formation was resumed as the squadron cont:.nued
movement toward Check Point TOM, - 13 ,.n. .

[ c|"- .

A forward air controller: (FAC) » fly:mg over Rout.e KNIFE spot.ted an ..

“estimated squad of VC at O945 in vicinity.of Check:Point TOM.headed
north, An airstrike was immediately called.in ep the .enemy, .However,

the column continued without incident until 1110.r.At a po:.nt midway.

~ between Check Points DICK and -TOM; -Lieutenant Jack. Iyons, 1st Platoon

Jeader of C Troop, reported an- estimated five VC eressing the road from
north to south. A second group of about:ten VC crogsed the road in the
same direction and were taken under fire by.the main tank gun, This'was
followed by incoming small arms fire then automatic.weapons fire. .The .
lead elements rapidly deployed and were engaged by enemy mortar and
anti-tank fire, By 1115 the entire column was receiving heavy automatic
weapons, reco:.lless rifle, mort.ars, and small arms-fire (sketch map). ‘

‘LTC Lewane requested a deternunation be made a° to the d:.rectlon of

- the mdin attack and on which side of the road the major concentrations

were located, This was extremely cifficult to determine because of the .

_ tremendous volume of fire from the deploysd tanks -and Mi131s and ﬁhe S

confusion that existed as personnel became.misoriented-.as, the velp.cles sd
were attemut:mg ‘to :¢ross the .road shead of ‘the. ;column from,rlght to left
and’ that enemy fire received from the rear was coming from the left side
of the rodd, * Based of theseevdanis; initial wtenm.natlon was made that

-the ‘tain ‘foreé wis on the left” (south) side of the road, Soon after

‘r.h:.s, ds accurdte casualty counts and:conecisze reports from the: personnél L -

" on the ground 'and aerial observers: were:riceived, it was then determined

that the main VC force was concentrated on the *1ght side or northwest

of ‘the’ contact ‘point. Artillery fire was coacentrated in this area,

The' delay in mak:.ng an early and accurabe letempination was probably -

the most critical’time of the battle becav:ic. of J.t§ :miluence -on springing
the reaction forces. . The actual-ambush site was, approx:x.mately 1000 meters
Jong, . Foxholes with overhead cdver were prepa,red in-the ditch along the
road, but did not appear to be fully occupied. unbil: shgr.t;ly before the
firing started. The bulk of the forces were: from 109.: 20 400 meters from .
the road and moved up to fa.ghting pos:.tiom s the- colum.n moved int.o the
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 contact area, Drainage ditches, dug‘at a 45 degree angle into the contact '

area, were used as fire lanes by the VC although apparently were not dug
for this purpose, : - ‘ o S L

As soon as the attack started, the squadron assumed a compressed
formation, The lead troop compressed and the trail troop closed on the.
lead troop and also compressed, The gunships and aerial scouts immediately
moved out of the way of the airstrikes and artillery to. a distance of
£i-2 Wilometers and began looking for withdrawal routes. -, The ACH-47 .
vas hit at 1129 and forced on the road approximately 600 metérs I
soutiwest of DICK, It was later extracted by a "Flying Crane", This .
area was also designated as the initial Dust Off pickup zone and forward
logistics site, ! o .

COL Berry alerted Major John C Bard at 1105 to be prepared ‘to move
%hz 1/48 Infantry to position N9 and Lieutenant Colonel Jack L Conn to K
be prepared to move the 2/2 Infantry on order. At 1117 the 1/18 Infantry
was ordered to move on the trail from position .S5 as the Battlefield .
Assault Force and minutes later the 1st Battalion; 28th Infantry was . '
alerted for possible movement to position NC or ND. The order was ;
given at 1130 for the 1/28 Infantry to move to ND, then to the west and
occupy a position southwest of ND from where it was planned to attack the
enemy column to the southwest. The 2/2 Infantry was ordered to move to
position Sk, on foot, report their location, and prepare to attack due
north, As the 1/18 Infantry started moving to N9, they found moving in

B . the heavy jungle undergrowth very difficult. General DePuy directed

division artillery to put more observers over the contact area. The
1/1¢ Infantry became tangled up in bunkers and foxholes and requested
morée close aiz‘ support. : :

: COL Berry radioed his present plans summary to the Division Tactical

. Operaticns Center (DTOC) at-113k: "The 1 /18 Infantry is moving north
parallel to the road to reliecve pressure on the cavalry and to hit the

. YC flank. The 1/28 Infantry will land on LZ ND and move west to occupy
- poszitions ‘southwest of ND and await orders. The 1/28 Infantry is planning
‘o attack along the enemy column to the southwest, The 2/2 Infantry

will move by foot to blocking position S4 report upon arrival and then

" »fepare to move north to relieve the pressure on TF DRAGOON, The 1 /16

. Infantry has been alerted for .possible movement at 1200 hours into the
forward area.," This plan was later modified by moving 2/2 Infantry to

NG by helicopter. During the-time the brigade commander was relaying

“his plans, the VC were hitting the column with mortars and recoilless
rifle fire, Artillery was hitting the enemy.force with such a heavy

" volume of fire, only the personnel-on the ground could observe its

devastating effect, Air strikes were continuous and at one time five °

£lights of fighter bombers were:stacked up waiting their turn to go irn,

LTC Lewane's estimate of the size of the enemy force was possibly two

battalions or a regiment, : o

The first Jift of the 1/28 Infantry was off the ground at 1210 hours
and touched down on LZ ND at 1215, By 1230 the entire battalion had -,
closed ND, The 1/28 Infantry controlled its own fires on the LZ, but -

cems under Cperational Control (OPCON) of Commanding Officer 1/4 Cavalry (=)

2% 1250 by directiorn of COL Berry, At this time B and C Troop had com=-
pressed 1400 meters southwest of DICK and casualties were being evacuated
%0 the Dust Off area vicinity of the downed ACH-47. GCOL Berry gave the
order at 1326 to Commanding Officer 1/16 Infantry to commence his heli=
‘horne assault on NC and be prepared to move to N5 or N6 (LZ MA was
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" considered but not selected because it was too obvious and would probably

Rattle of MINH THANH Road Narrative (Con't) °

be ambushed, This left NC as the only usable LZ from which the infantry

- . battalions could be moved to blocking positions .Qﬁ the x_xorthwest.)

‘and ARVN APC troop block from TOM to DICK, The 1/28 Infantry would -
© attack southwest along the north side of .the:road and.yben:sweep.pack

The VC appeared to have broken contact about 1330 and aerial

~ observers reported large groups of VC moving to the northwest, Troops

B and C pulled back to DICK for ammnition resupply. The 1/28 Infantry
was located approximately 700 meters from DICK moving seuthiest, parallel
to the road, Vhen the battalion reached the initial contact point it
also made contact with an unknown size force, The 1/18 Infantry was
given;a new direction of attack; east with the right.flank:.-on the road -
and left flank 500 meters into the woods. By 1405, 1/16 Infantry. had
the first lift enroute.to NC and the 2/2 Infantry was preparing for.lift

T to the same LZ, The 1/18 Infantry was deploying to attack parallel to...

the road in vicinity of TOM, converging on DICK. The first and second

. lifts of the 1/16 Infantry landed on NC at 1417 and 1430 respectively,

An APC troop from the 5th ARVN Division linked .up with the 1/4 Cavalry. (=)
‘@t 1525 and was given instructions to retrieve 90mm amminition that had

‘been dropped along.the road between DICK and.TOM, The 1/18 Infanbry =

received a change in direction of.gttack at 1435; new direction of .
attack north and block south of N5,:.Am enemy, blocking position was . ." .

. encountered approximstely 800 -meters north.of TOM and air strikes were

called in, The aero rifle platoon 'fa:qm, D-Troop reinforced C Troop at -

- 1500 because more casualties had been:sustained among the infantry than o
‘with B Troop. The VC broke contact with the..1/28 Infantry sbout 1540, .

At 1545, COL Berry recommended to General DePuy that the 1/4 Cavalry (=)

along the south side, The 1/16 Infantry was te.move fwom-NGeto 5, - . -
leaving an element to secure the LZ for arrival o,i‘;.-,ji}?@;_ﬁg Infanbryy ke
After the 2/2 Infantry arrived, the battalion would move.to. N6 and in.. .
conjunction with 1/16 Infantry occupy. blocking :ppsitions.e: By 700sthe e
first 1ift of the 2/2 Infantry was off SL enroute to NC, The 1/18 was -
still in light contact and clearing a bunker complex, VC in the area

weére wearing a leather belt with a .copper:huckle,snd.a..star superimposed

on the buckle, The:1/28.Infantry was moving hstireen the.1/18 Infantry.. ..
and the road, .The last lift of the.2/2 Infantry.Janded.on.NC at. 17558
The 1/16 Infantry found the movement,to N5 to:be mery difficulbmo:spim
Although contact was made with small, grqups .of,:VC.flgeing hoyard the . -
SAIGON River, the greatest difficulty was caused by the heavy jungle -

~undergrowth, [Thig hurt the attempt.to close the ring around the VC force,

One small fight developed during which ITG Iazzellwas.mowndedy;zGOL . .
Berry assumed temporary. command ofthe, battaldioneuntils LTC.George, Mo, ...;
Wallace ITI could be flown in to the forward area, The 1/16 and 2/2°

Infantry established blocking positions,viginity of N5 and NC respectively. »

‘Troop B occupied a blocking position ak, TOM g;:}p‘,l@,,g/ 18 Infantry estabe . .

lished overnight. positions northwest, of..TOM.; . The.!/28 Infantry swept
west through the VC positions on the north side of the road and then . =
returned on the south, side. .There wag,very. little,evidence that any .-
considerable VC forces had been south of the road, further substantiating

- the determination that the main attack had come from the.morthwest. The ..

1/28 Infantry remained pvernight north’of. TOH. - Troop.C remained over- -
night at DICK and.the ARVN.ARC trpop, midway. botween TOM and DICK. . An o -
inventory of vehicles revealed that. four M113's and one My8A3 tank had = -
been,destroyed and three additional M1,;13'\s had been damaged, .. - . .. . -

O

 '0n'10 July, the 1st Brigade forces conducted search and destroy -

operatipns to locate and destroy the.remnaritg. of, the 272d VC Regiment, . ... B |
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ANNEX C Combat Oj:erations' After Action Report, Operation EL PASO II/III
Battle of MINH THANH Road Narrative (Con't) Fogiie

block routes of withdrawal, and deny the VC safe havens west of the
battlefield, With the exception of contact with a platoon size force:
and one of unknown size, contact was limited to skirmishes with small
groups of VC attempting to flee across the SAIGON River. The 272d vC
Main Force Regiment had sustained the loss of 239 KIA (Body Count), 30k
KIA (Probable), eight captives, 13 crew served weapons, and 41 small arms,
An extensive bunker complex was discovered 1500 meters west of N5 and a
battalion size base camp was located approximately 1500 meters north of
T, The 2/2 Infantiry swept from NC to DICK., Mortar positions were
rscovzred and evidence indicated the VG had conducted a hasty with-
 ¢rawal ea 9 July. The 1/4 Cavalry (-) conducted a search of the. area

~ beiwesn DICK and TOM and mowved to MINH THANH at 1630, The remaining .
nrstalions were extracted from the battle area on 11 July, - o e

: Operation OLYMPIA achieved the results for which it was generated;
the 272d VC Main Force Regiment was lured into attacking the 1st Infantry
Division and suffered losses that probably reduced.the regiment to 50%
strength, .The success of US forces during the Battle of MINH THANH Road
can be attributed to several significant facts,. ‘ o e
. Intelligence proved to be excellent because one of the assumptions
made in the intelligence estimate was that the 272d Regiment was operating
in the.area'in regimental strength. o e e

The value of thorough and deliberate prior planning and wargaming
cannot be over emphasized, All commanders participated in development
of the plan-and each commander knew what the other would do. It was a
plan of the whole group with each having a vested interest., As the plan
was modified, it was easily executed beczuse every commander knew the
philosophy and how other commanders felt, - o .

 The decision to delay the move until the fog and overcast dissipated
had a profound effect on the final outcome, This coupled with the fact
%hat the attack came early in the day offered a sufficient period of day=-
- light to fight the battle and sweep the area before the VC had the-
_opportunity to return under cover of darkness and remove the dead, -
- wounded, and weapons, ' : ‘ o

. The artillery and close air support were effective .as the principle
Xiller, Over half of the enemy were probably killed by this combined -
firepower; - The road provided an easily defined FSCL, With friendly
forces fighting from the road, FAC!s and airborne observers had no . -
guestion-as to where to place the fire, The positions selected for the
artillery and the philosophy of bringing the artillery north.of the FSCL
. and the air south placed the preponderance of both in these areas.. The
massed 155mm and 8" fires were instrumental in the quick. breakup of the
VC atback and subsequent withdrawal,.. Ninety-six fighter, bomber sorties.. -
were expended in support of the enzaged forces, Cre el aseane
. : N O
. The support provided by the airlift mission commander had a.tremen-
dous effect on the successful outcome of the operation., Most important,
he was present during the entire planning phase, He was also present ~
with Lhe unil to be lifted and sent his representative with the next
il 0 g0. . S . -
Conversely, there were factors that had a detrimental .effect on
the outcome, - A - - R
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ANMEX C Combat Operat:.ons After Aet:lon. Reporb, Operation EL PASO II/III
Battle of MINH THANH Road Narrative (Con't)

_ Most eritical was the difﬁeulty in determining the d:.reetion of _
_the main attack and its influence on the :.nit.:l.a.l movement of the reaction
- I2rces,

Difficulty in moving through the jmtzgle prév‘ented- the 1/1 6th Infane
try from closing the ring and closing off VC escape routes, This was
compounded by the lack of adequate 1and3.ng zones to the rear of the (¥
force, .

. Viet Cong camouflage and fire discipline was sig’nifica.nt. The pre=-
" planned air and artillery fires, recomnaissance by fire, and continuous -

- surveillance by airborne observers were 1neffect1ve in causing the. VC

to disclose his presence, .

: Cert,a.:.n readily apparent truths emerged from the Battle of M‘[NH o
THANH Road in the form of lessons learned, While the basic fundamentals
of tactical operations remain unchanged, changes in techniques are '
required a2s a result of lessons learned from different environmental

-conditions,  The following lessons learned are included for the benefit

. of the units engaged in the battle, other units of the 1st Infantry

- . Division, and other agencies interested in preparation of units or

. ind:.v:.duals for eombat under similar conditions,

: - The direction of the main atta.ck ‘and the major concentration of V@ -
. forces must be determined imedia.tely. This is imporbant for two primary
. reasons, First » it is necessary. in order to bring in the maximum amount :of
artillery and air to overcome any existing numerical superiority and
break up the attack during the most critical time, the first 30 minutes,
. Second, reaction forces must be rapidly deployed to flank the VC posi=

- tions and block routes of withdrawal, . Due to the confusion that can

“‘result as. persox;mel become misoriented, a recommended method of pointing
out the. dlreci;.:g.org,of attack is through the use of smoke, Supporblng
“fires should have.been put in as soon as the first VC were spotted.-
Doubhng the amount. would not. have been too miuch, Fires'shotuld have:

- ‘been placed farther from the road 'sifhice thé VC were ‘initially back from
- the road.from 100 = 4LOO meters and then moved up. Reconnaissance by
fire farther back,would have gotten Rhe bulk of the weapons and troops
‘before they moved,,gtp,to f:.ght:.ng positlons along the ditches. '

The main a.ttack was expected from the dlrect:Lon ‘of ‘where the'jungle
- .was most densg,. It did come from that direction where there were few ~
or.no landlng zones and thus pr?vepted attacks on the flanks and to t.he

) rear. a1 Lo o,
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The Cempressed and Compreesed "L"’Formatlons wére deve10ped to win*‘.' =

| : ‘the firepower battle, In thiése formations, , the'lead troop precedes the
- trailior.following troops by 100 to 300 meters, When contact is made

.the troopﬁ compress and the, trail. 2 follomng troops close on the lead
g troop,: 'The ,Compreseed np Formatlon utlh.zes d:.smounted :.n.t‘a.ntry to
form t.h,e MLt As the. infantry move fonrard', the veh:.cles that are” "
. .masked. weave_tgelr way to the, lead of the column. ‘Aiy “and artillery are.
. ‘placed in the pocket ahead of the infantry. f)ur:.ng the Battle of MINH
~ THANH Road,,the Compressed. "y Formatlon was not used because the bulk
'.of the :,ni'antry were riding on the personnel carne‘rs of th@ ]ead ‘br.'oOp.‘ '
. This was the first time infanbry iiere' used" a5 ca'v’al , rﬁla e i "
- persannel. carriers to f:.ght from the carriers, .This amounted to about
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o e:.ght or nine men per carrier :anluding the crew., Th:.s ‘was a ?riistek&
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" ANIEX G Conbat Operations After Action Report, Operation EL PASO IL/III - /7 g -

Battle of MINH THANH Road Narrative (Con't) i
resulting in too many personnel on one carrier to fight effectively, - . |
The optimum number of troops to fight from an ACAV is five. More than
this hinder the action rather than assist it, S o

. During the action, the M-14 Rifle proved superior to the M—_16'Rifle.,g :
The infantry complained that dust collected during the road march caused
the M-16's to jam, There were no reports of ‘similar M-14 malfunctions,

The Starlight Scope proved effective during the night.and periods of. ‘
rain, Znemy movement and lights were observed up to 100 meters, Activity -
wes observed around two disabled M-113's on the north side of the road, *

The type of action in which the column was engaged revealed the . -

" nocd for a representative from the squadron command group on the ground.
4o :5tablish a command post area to: (1) evacuate wounded, (2) resupply
. forward troops, and (3) exert additional command and control over the
forward troops, , R : C

The reconnaissance by fire by the ground elements was unsatisfactory -
because it was’ done at a 90 degree angle to the column, The lead vehicles
should direct their fire into the ditches where the camouflaged faxholes
- were located, A better possibility of causing the VC to disclose their.
position exists. ' e e

' Tanks. should have led the columm, Tanks car take more punishment =
and put out a greater volume of fire than the ACAV, The canister round =~
is effective at close ranges and on 9 July kept the VC from overrumning - . .
the column, : SRR oy et D P

An armored imit can sustain itself during the critical-period of

‘the first two hours., Trucks with infantry cannot be expected to ‘sustain )

itself for more than a 30 to 60 minute period primarily because of ‘the -
difference in the amount of firepower and ammunition available, Lo
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. ANMEX H Combat Operations After A?tibn‘l?.’ej:‘éft‘,“()ﬁeré.tion EL PASO II/III
, Raid Target 21 = 27 June .966' - ’ .

: 1, PBackground: A returnee; NGUYEN MING NHUT, rallied on 4 April .
11966, He reported a storagd area tontaining 3,000,000 piasters worth of
supplies vic XT 445540, The camp was reported to be guarded by 80 men,
On 1 May, 20 sampans were séen ih the area ahd on 12 May, two sampans
_were sunk there, On 13 May a bridge capable of carrying truck traffic
was destroyed by air and wooden ctétes on a lahding dock nearby produced -
. secondary explosings when hit by artillery fire. On 14 and 15 May approxX=
imately 200 tons of rice were uncovered by an airstrike in the area,

- 2, Raid: On the morning of 21 June the 2/16 Inf made & heliborne
assault into a landing zone in the vicinity of the storage area with the
intent of destroying the base, At 0925H, six VC were encountered near a
mit vie XT 461512, One VC was killed (BC), two VC KIA (Prob), and one VCC,
One German Mauser rifle, two 105mm rounds, and ten rounds SA ammo were
also captured, The VCC stated he was from C=-65 local unit, Their mission
is tribute collection and formation of guerrilla teams in the BEN CUI

- area, Rallier NGUYEN MING NHUT stated the 80 man force guarding the
storage area was B-65, At 1125H, vic XT 458525, the 2/16 Inf was engaged
. by another small group of VC resulting in one VC KIA (BC)e The VC was
carrying medicine and m2y have been a medic, Destroyed were a classroom,
five huts, and one hospital consisting of an operating table, oxygen
mask, and medical supplies, Other supplies captured or destroyed during
- the day were one French M=-35 SMG, two sampans, 16 rounds of SA ammo,

~ seven grenades, two 155mm rounds, torches, 55 gal gas, gunpowder, a
water pump, 9% tons of rice, one base camp and 300 sheets of tin.. The

~ unit had not reached the base camp area by nightfall so they dug in and

. prepared to go on the following day, : '

, . 3, On 22 June, the 2/2 Inf was committed to raid area, As the units
penetrated into the supply area it became apparent that it was quite
extensive, VC losses during the day wére 47 tons of rice, two sampans,
100 sheets of tin, four grenades, 16 rounds SA ammo, eight huts and one
building,

- L. On 23 June the search of the area continued with numerous small .
contacts throughout the day resulting in eight VC KIA (Prob), VC losses o
during the day were four base camps, 1350 1lbs of flour, 30 gal of tobacco,

30 gal NUOC MON, 2.25 tons of rice, two truck tires, four tractor tires, -

- one 3/4 ton trailer, 75 gallons of fuel, two uxcarts, two bicycles and

1000 tons of rice, - ' : -

' 5, On 24 June small groups of VC were again contacted resulting in
~ one VC KIA (BC), and one k50/PPSHA1 CHICOM SMG captured, VC losses '
. during the day were one boat building facility, two boats, 300 lbs of
tea, 15 tons of dried fish, 3,85 tons of rice, 55 gallons of fuel, 25 -
tons of salt, 1000 cans of sardines, 15 thermos. jugs, 20 kerosene stoves,
100 gallons of kerosene, 8000 aluminum pans, 900 soup ladles,. and 550
gallons of oil, Documents captured by the 2/2 Inf vie XT 416537 indicated
‘that the 273d Regiment and 243 Artillery Battalion were in the area as
~recently as 20 June and that the 271st Regiment was probably still in
. “the BINH LONG =~ TAY NINH Province ‘area, Thé losses suffered by 273d .
~ Regiment on 17 May and 11 June vie-LOC NINH probably resulted in their
. withdrawal to this-area for replatements and resupply. S

ST TN .

6., On 25 June the number of -contatts decreased, however, the 2/16
Inf killed one VC (BC), 11 VC KIA (Prob), and captured one CHICOM AK .
assault rifle, VCllosses during the day were two - seven HP boat motors,
‘two base caimps, foit sampans, 2,35 tonghdried fish, 24.65 tons of rice,

‘and five gallons of tary ¥ = L "

e
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ANNEX H Combat Opera.tn.ons After Action Report, Operation EL PASO, II/III
Ra:.d Target 21 - 27 June 1966 (Conit)

. 7. On 26 June the 2/2 Inf killed two VC (BC), and captured one
" rifle and one German Mauser, ‘An armed CH-47 helicopter killed five VC
(BC) and destroyed one ,50 cal MG in the area, VC losses were ten tons

of rice, one grenade, 500 1lbs of wax, 320 sheets of tin, five spools of.
bailing wire, 12 bicycles, and one bag of toothpaste and tooth brushes,-

" cnhe blcycle repair shop, and. one base camp,

8, The units spent 27 June destroying VC supplies and. ext.ractmg :

1 the 28th, Evidence indicated that more supplies will be found along
re SAIGON River north towards Cambodia, Total losses: durlng the raid
»2 listed in Appendix 1, VC losses during the operat:.on in cost of
ppllcs is in excess of 23,000,000 pia.sters. :
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Appendix 1 (VC Losses on the Raid) to ANNEX H (Raid Target)

Personnel

KIA (BC) : 11
KIA (Probable) mwew= 21
vce 1

Arms and Munitions

Small ATNS e
. Crew Served ==wwsmmaom
105 rds =w=~=emowmmm
155mm rds —e—e=mexcome
SA Ammo
Grenades =m==omooawmme

=Ropnw

Supplies .

Sampans =weeeocoeess 10
Tobacco (gal) ==ww—= 30
Tin (sheets) ===—me=~ 5720
" Fuel (gal) =—=—=wm— 185
0il (gal) =
Cooking Utensilg === 8900
Boat Motors ==—comem= . 2
- Wax (1bs) ==wm=em=—= 500
Bicycles mmmmmmmmona 12

" Tires 6
Trailers (3/4 ton) = 1
Oxcarts ww—m——meem——on 2

Thermos Jugs ===—=—==' 15

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERV,
ALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
D@D DIR 5200.10

Food Stuffs

Rice (tons) wemmomemmna
Salt (tons)
Dried Fish {tonsg) ===e=e
Flour (1bs) ewmmmcemmmm=
Sardines (cans) =cew=ca
Tea {1bs) o
Nuoe Mon (gal) swummemns=

e aaand

Facilities

Hospitals
Base Camps
Boat Building Shop ==
Bicycle Repair Shop. =we=-

Supplies

Kerosene Stoves ==—mmwmmwm
Tar (gal)

Kerosene (gal) ====wmwmme

Bailing Wire (spools) ==
Water Pump
Gunpowder
Medical Supplies
Tooth Brushes
Tooth Paste
Documents

: DBVWAL‘

Doy

1506
25

1350
1000
300
30

-t -

17,15
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ANNEX I Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation EL PASO IT/1II
Long Range Reconnaissance Patrols. C ‘

1. long Range Reconnaissance Patrols were utilized to search
suspected areas, vic LOC NINH for VG and installations, The results
of their missions are listed below:

a, Team #, infiltrated at 031900H June vic XT 6185 and ,
exfiltrated at OL1717 vic XT 6288, One VC was sighted at OLOBOOH vic
AT 855614, Contact was made with four VC at O4L1 635H and a fight
developed, The patrol took evasive action and requested exfiltration.
During exfiltration the helicopters were fired on by an estimated VC
platoon. Fire teams engaged the VG with unknown results,

b. Team #2 infiltrated 031855 June vic XT 5894, At OL1500H

"'v-ic XT 592939 one VC platoon was seen moving southwest, The VC had '

one 8lmm mortar, one IMG, and individual weapons. An airstrike was
placed in the area with unknown results. At 051145H the team was :
extracted vic XT 6090 and received fire from the village vic XTI 675915

~ "and airstrikes were placed on the target,

¢, On 101857 June Team #5 infiltrated vic XTI 5883, From 191 5H
to 2130H small groups totaling 100 men were seen moving west vic XT
58,827, At 110925 the team was exfiltrated vic XT 585835.

d. On 101859H June Team #3 infiltrated vic XT 5786 and
exfiltrated at 1113584 vic XT 579880, No significant sightings.

2, By this time it was apparent the VC were withdrawing ‘in small " .
groups to the west towards Cambodia and there would be little chance of
engaging a sizeable force in this jungle area. Operations were shifted
to the MINH THANH area in an attempt to locate elements of the 272d
Regiment located in the area., Attempts to infiltrate in the late after—
noon of 12 June were hampered by poor visibility so the teams were
infiltrated early on 13 June. . :

a.. At 130658H June Team #1 was infiltrated vic XT 7155,
There was a considerable amount of VC activity in the area. At O920H '
the team was surrounded by an estimated 30 VC and requested exfiltration.
Air strikes were called in on the VC and the teams extracted at 131000

~vie XT 709549,

b, Team #6 infiltrated at 130650H June vic XT 6656, There was
evidence of considerable VC activity., The team was engaged by an unknown .
number of VC, one team member was killed and four VC were killed (BC).
The team requested extraction and was extracted, minus the KHA, at
130915 vic XT 663560. An air strike was placed on the VC positions,

¢, The areas in a and b above were unsuitable for LHRP opera=.
tions, Cover and concealment are sparse and the terrain is open in many
places, Two infantry battalions were committed into the area. Several
base camps, including one of regimental size, were found in the area;
however, only small groups of VC were encountered as they chose to

‘abandon their camps, The aerial rifle platoon was also committed where
" the patrol member was killed and his body was recovered.

3. The e:d;ent of VC losses as a result of IRRP findings cannot be ' .

| accurately assessed, Canopies prevented BDA from air strikes and the Ve
chose to flee from US ground forces committed, Any VC casualties from

air were carried off so they would not be found,

M/AL
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A,

B.

c.

‘B,

F.

G.

Base Camps

XT 405529
XT 412533
XT k15525
XT 438513
XT 485525
XT 579937
T 579937
XT 635662

- Defensive Positions

XT 453570

XT 462568
XT 465563
XT 522570

. XT 557708

XT 617690
XT 637678
AA Positions
XT 752968
Boat Landing

XT 462569

Salt Caches

XT 443542

Rice Caches
XT k05510

XT 411488

XT 423543

XT 432515
Supply Bases

XT 406512

-XT 431572

XT 442536

XT 678560
XT 678540
XT 679540
XT 682565
XT 68,987
XT 689547

XT 690551 .

XT 671549
XT 757451

" XT 76L726

XT 768728
XT 858912
7T 863917
i 605033
XU 646038

XU 673247

XU 723015

XT 431572
XT 433513
XT n405L2
XT 441500

XT 43542
XT 446550

XT 448540

DOY'NGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS

DOD DIR 5200,10
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: ANNEX J Combat Operations After Action Report, Opemt:.on EL PASO II/III
: - VC Installations _

| XT 72595k

XT 839965
XU 266096
XU 714017
XU 746111
YT 199989

YU 199046

XU 710100

Xy 711015

XU 722112

XU 739067 -
XU 7L3108
XU 805125

Yy 208048

- YU 190035

XT 446550
XT 455550
IT 455530
XT 689555

YT 200993

XT 454555

- XT 455550
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ANNEX K Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation EL PASO II/III
Clos:s Air Suppor* Sorties _ ‘ _

June 1966:

. DATE TOTAL SRTIES LZ PREPARATION INTERDICTION SKY SPOTS IMMEDIATE .

2 26 | ST

3 3B 3 26

L LI g8 3

5 39 3 3 |
6 3 | o w 3 n
) .

8

9

- VR U 2

22 3 BRI
€ 3 13 3 13
10, o 30 -  ;_ -
o s . SR o - e
12 19 | 3 16 .‘ o
13 ; 39 : | 16 - » ‘f--’ 23 S
w0 om
s o e 2
e e o S
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| ANNBX % Corihat Opera.t:.ors After Action Report, Opera’oion EL PASO II/III
- CJ.o Aix Suppert Sorties (Con't) _
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ANNEX K Combat Operations After Action Report ’ Operat:.on EL PASO II/III
:  Close Air Support: Sorties (Con't)
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‘ ANNEX K COmbat Operat:.ons After Action Report, Operation EI. PASO II/III
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. ANNEX L-1 Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation EL PASO II/III
' VHF Circuit Diagram EL PASO II
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ANNEX L~2 Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation EL PASO II/III
~ VHF Circuit Diagram, EL PASO III
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ANNEX L-3 Combat: Operations After Action Report, Operatlon EL PASO II/III
Telephone Traffic Diagram, EL PASO II , , ,
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ANNEX 1-4 Combat Operations After Action Report, Operat.ion EL PASO II/III -
Telephcne Traffic Diagram, EL PASO III . )5z
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ANNEX L5 Combat Operata.ons After Action Report, Operation EL PASO lI/III
HF Radio Diagram, EIL PASO II/III :
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ohvLY

ANNEX ¥ Combat Operations After Actlon keport, Operation EL PASO IL/IIT

List of Commanders

1st Infantry Division

Division Artillery
1st Brigade
2d Brigade

2d Brigade
Support Commarid
gt Brij 2d Inf
24 B4 2d Inf |
164 Bn, 16th Inf

1

A6t Bn, idbh tar

2d Bn, 18th Int

© 4st Bn, 28th Inf
~ 2d Bn, 28th Inf

1st Sqdn, 4th Cav
1st Engr Bn

" 1st Avn Bn

121st Sig Bn
1st Bn, 5th Arty
1st Bn, 7th Arty

8th Bn, 6th Arty
2d Bn, 33d Arty

2d Bn, 13th Arty

11th .Combat Avn Bn

MG William E. DePuy

COL Marlin W, Camp

COL Sidney B, Berry

COL Dewitt C, Smith Jr. (4 Jul = 14 Jul)

LTC Herbert McChrystal (14 Jul = 24 Jul)

LIC Sam'Sy Walker

COL William Dy Brodbeck

COL Freddie W, Gramling

LTC Richard Prillamen

LI¢ Jack L Cohn iy §

LIC Lee B, Henty (2 Jun = 20 Jun)

LTC Rufus Gy, Lezzell (20 Jun = 9 Jul)

LTC George M. Wallace III

J -John C, Bard (2 Jun - 14 Jul)

LTC Warner S Goodwin, ,
¢ Hertert, McChrystdl (2 Jun < 20 Jul)
1C Lewls Ry Bauifiaht Co

LTC Robert Halbang (2 Juh « 1 Aug)

LTC Jack G, Whitted ‘ ‘

LTC Kyle W, Bowie (2 Jun = 14 Jul)

LTC Thomas H, Jones (14 Jul = 11 Aug)

LTC Elmer D, Pendleton Jr.

LTC leonard L, Lewans

LTC Howard L. Sargent (2 Jun = 16 Jul)

L7C Joseph M, Kiernan Jre

LTC Harold G, Keebaugh (2 Jun = 14 Jun)

MAJ John H, Humphreys (14 Jun = 20 Jul)

17C Oliva B. Butler Co

LTC Russel R, Curington

LTC David C. Rogers

MAJ Elmer H. Birdseye (2 Jun = 2 Jul)

LTC Carrcll 8. Meek

LTC John R, McGiffert

LTC Frank Re Tims (2 Jun - 15 Jul)

LTC James R, Koenig (15 Jul = 1 Aug)

LTC Charles D. Daniel

LTC Gerald E, Robinson

LTC Joseph B, Starker

FOR OFFICIAL USF ONLY

M1




a

ANNEX N

- AFTER ACTION REFPORT 1S'i‘ BDE

.I
Sk




DE;ARTMEST CF TIE ARMY
IEADGUARTERS
15% BRIGADD .1ST INFANTRY DIVIS.LOL'
AFO Sau Francisco 96345 '

AVDB~SF-0 20 August 1966
SUBJECT: Combat After Action Renort

TO: Conmanding Cenerel
1st Infantry Division
ATTIi: AVDB~T
A¥0 Sen Francisco 96345

1. (C) 1In accordance with 1.ACV D:rective ifunmber 335-8, the following e~
port is submitted;

4ST ZRIGADR, 1ST TiFANT, DIVISIC: OTERATION
WEL, PASO II®

2. (C) During the period 091000H June - 2913253 June, 3012403 June -
1331330 July 1965, the 1st Bnggde conducted search and destroy operations
with the mission of loca tmf; and oest *o*rlnn VC forces and base camps in AX
- LOC and BINd DUOXG Province xT8190, X 390 XT6193, ZT392, XT7684, XT7458,
XT5576, XT6380, XT4044, XTLO60, XTSOLA, and XT5060 in the following AO's:
BLUE, SLACK, GREY, GOLD, WEITE, GIEEN, and FALCON, The 1st Bie OPORD 20-66
was issued at 092300k June outlining nlens for the owveration,

&, The reporting officer is Col Sicéney B Berry Jr,
b, Task Crganizetion an? Task Force Comnancers were as fol'ows:
(1) “hase I (10-20 June)
1/2 Inf, Lt Col “dchard L rYrillenen, Comiending
2/2 Inf, It Col Jeck i Conn, Comanding
2/16 Inf, it Col Richard latbewey, Coxmending
8/6 Arty (=), Lt Col John R licGiffert, Cownanding
1st Engr Bn, Lt Col Lowie Sargent, Cormanding
(2) rhase II (20-24 June)
2/2 Iaf, Lt Col Jack L Conn, Comaading
2/16 Inf, Lt Col Iichord fathewsy, Comaanding
&/6 Arty (~), it Col Jobn E MeGiffery, Coending
€2/33 Arty, Ca-t Bruece WL, Co - andiag
1/5 Arir (=), Lt Col David C Rogers, Coumanding
2/13 krty (), Lt Col Robinson, Commanding

1st Engr Bn, Tt Col Hewils Sargeant, Cormancding

; DOV/NGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
BOD DIR 5200.10




UNCLASSIFIED

fromim . "

(3)

(4)

CONFIDENTHALE o

Fhase III (24-28 June)
2/2 Inf, Lt Col Jack L Conn, Cormanding
2/16 Inf, Lt Col Richerd Iathaway, Comwnding

8/6 srty (=), Lt Col Jon & LeCiffert, Comnanding

- C2/33 Arty

1/5 Lrty (-), Lt Col David C Rogers, Commending
2/13 Arty (=), Lt Col Robinson, Cormending

1st Engr Bn, Lt Col Howie Scrgent, Com:anding

1/2 Inf, Lt Col Richard L Prillomen, Commcnding
Phase IV (30 June ~ 13 July)

2/2 Iaf, Lt Col Jack L Conn, Cemianding

2/16 Inf, Lt Col Richard Iathaway, Comronding

8/6 sxty (-), Lt Col John E HeGiffert, Commanding
C2/33 irty

1/5 Arty (), Lt Col Davic C Logers, Commanding
2/13 irty (-), Lt Col Robinson, Co wanding

1st Engr Bn, Lt Col Xowie Sergent, Comionding
1/16 In?, Lt Col Rufus i iaszell/it Col Ceorge Wallace, Crdg
1/28 iInf, Lt Col Robert Lnldcne, Cormanding

1/4 Cav (~), it Col Leonard L LeWanne, Comonding
ARV ArC Troon, &t Ten, Connding

CIDG (ASSF Det 4331), Capt iosey, Cormending
2
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by 272 Ve iwegt between the IINH THANH and MICHELIN Lubbor {lantotions,.

“this perindy Thoey wore in o mrsiticn, where.at*thd tine of thoir chres

3. (C) Intelligénco:

&o Inuy Situetisn: Irovious cenfirned base carmpe whllized:

vie XT5758, XT5767, XT6058, an’ XT16067. . majer suprly installation con=
sisting cf rice caches anc a reported supply bese containing 13 nillion
piastirs worth of supplies rn the “eet sice of SiIGON niver, Ti.Y NINE Frove
ince, vic XTLL56.tc XT4636 to XTLh54 te XTL653. .irstrikes in the area

on 19 May 66, wncovercd an cstimated 200 tens of rice and large strrage

- buildings anc an estinated 200 acditional tens ~F rice., This logistical -

base was reported tc heve been eperatod by E-150 clanent ~f C-=963 (RECON
Scrvice Group .CGBVN) ancd the arca was secured by appraxirately 80 V6, Turing.
the perioc fren appreximatcly 15 June te 27 Junc UC 9th Tivisicn units wore
lecatec Scuthwest of 10C NINH (XU728003) vic. Carbecion berder and dn "oy
ZOrE "C", There wes evidonce that the VO woers withcrawing tc regreups

The ¥C activity was renewed en 30 Junc whon the 271st wegt attacked cur
arnered colun vic 10§ NINH, Tho cbvicus reutes ~f withcrewal wore again - -
to the "est towarc the Cambedinn bercder, prssibly through Cembecia te ‘
Yer Zene "CM, 272¢ cgh wos susroeted b belocated vie KD60L7TT5 curing *7
so &5 tn attack LIH TH.IH reacd «r L.~utc 13 botweon CHON THLLNT (XT7662)‘12181(”.
Al I0C (XT7578),. Censicered cxder of cénption was te atback cenvoys (colums)
on HOH THAIH Loacd, lcute 13, wnd a rawnte possibility of attacking the =

* MINE TH.IH basc corp, attocking .VH-8 instellobions in il TOC — GUF LOT

orea,

. .

b, VC Strength, ictivity, ond Situction Ywing the Operaticn:

(1) The 272 VC i.cgt withdrow to the "'ost as incicated, how= -
ever, thoir speed rf reverent ellowed thor t- clear the MNTMH TH.NH area of
traffic pricr tc the cemnitrient of the 1st Dile inte & blecking/interciction .
rolc, Besc canps were lecated in the area zs reperted, loparts and ovie

cence of activity revoaled the 272 VO lwegt €10 cress the S.IGON Liver into
Wer Zone "C" &s precicted in the intolligence estirmate, ‘ :

(2) The lrgistical base along the SLIGON Liver in TAY NINH .

Previnee ¢ic exist in “he arca. The intelligonce reprrts of rico and sup-

ply caches were located in nuch greater quentity thern estinated an' covering |
a larger erca tran initially reprrted (sce results), VC activity in this. :
arca consisted of centoct with squa’ sizc clenemts in scvern? Locations
sirmuitonerusly, horassing sctivity such as snipors. wse of bocbytraps and
corviand ceteonated rines, vidence geined fror fecuncnts. established the
fact that the VC were froy o rear scrvice sceurity cloment.,

(3) The VO 271 wegt witicrew £ the West wowes® the S..T1GOM
River ond Canmbodics . Plocidag forcos ow traile cucowntored olawenis of 271
with rawing sac units wp to Du size fran 273°V0 Nogt. .

(4) The 272 VG segh wes laceiod in the genersl acow Thet
current intelligence incicated the attack on clererts of et Boe vic XT687L
ITH THIH Lo, wes conducted Ly thic ontive 272 T wegn . The lecatien of

the battlc area and reute of witivrowal woere aeact iy &3 predicted by the

18t Ble,

(5) liccuracy of Tatelligenee: Tne intelligencs peined dwring
the operotimn and pricr e wejes phascs an’ engegesiénte by the Ble wero .
quitc accurate. Hewcver, the « oician n mebor of baac arcas, encunt
of supplics anc caches were lecs thun the astual guanivitics feund. There
were als~ perices of tinc fren 3-5 darn whooe intolligenss wos of o negative
naturc, The ability o7 VC te deconve fricndly frrcos as - their lecation
anc. intentirn wes preven throughout ol FiSCO 1T, ' '

Lo (C) Eission: Fren fst Infantry T ivisien PO 10-66 (Oporaticn

EL 1,80 II) cutoc 30 Lo 1655,

1st Brigacde:
2. attoche’ 2/2 Inf arvivel vie FOH THANM (X16367).

b. attached 2/16 Ing ¢ovivel wic NIH TH MH (XT6367),




‘¢, love by C130 aireraft t« MIMH THNH irficle on 09 July 1966.

¢, Crncuct scarch and cestr-y cperaticns in .0 BLICK,

¢y On rrcer, cencuct scarch and cdestrry and saturatien patrelling -
eperations in .0 BLUE, ' '

. £, Sceurc arty base vic MI'H TH.IH.
g. §cfond IMINH THLM Airstrip.

5, (C) Crmecpt of Cporatirn: Onc Inf Bn sccurcs MI'E THIH “irstrip.
ond. cencucts crrpany-sized patrelling in the 1JNH THLEH Lubber Tlantati~n
opd rrovide 14iF, . Onc Inf Bn érncucts saturation petrolling in .0 BLLCK tr

lecate VC Forces, preparc te bleck VC withcrawals frer the Nertheest (Sce
Incl 1‘-3)0 . )
a, Fircs:
(1) i.rty".: 2/13 Lrty prevides an® crrrcinates ;u't'y firc suppert.
(2) ¢.iI‘3

‘ : (2) Treplannce requests to this Hgs by OfOCH thc ¢ay pre-
cocing tho airstrike, ' : : :

(b) Irrediate réqucsts: sor.
(¢) .rmed helicopters supprrt this -eperation as roquires,
b, 2/2 Inf: "
(1) Establ:;x.sh Bn blocking prsitirn vie Xg75910,

- (2) Cencuct saturation patr-lling an’ scarch and destrey cper-
ations in 40 BLICK.

c. 2/16 Inf:
(1 ) Seccurc MIH TH.IH Lirstrip. .
(2) Treovide perincter security frr Btry C 2/23 irty.
(3) ’Conc‘.uct conpeny-sized patrels in AO BLUZ, ,
) (4) TPrevide a ninirun of 1 rifle cmpony as .apic i.caction Feroe.
¢. 1/28 Inf:
(1) T ofonc THUOG VINH basc arca.
: (2) Tivisien [.cscrvi,
£, B1/4L Cav: Sccurc basc canp arca.
g. V2/ 13 ..rty: T‘ ircct Sup;--rt,
h; HHC 1st Ede:
(1) Yrve 1st Bée T.C CP t~ Bfc basc area on 9 J\mo. 1966.
(2) TFrevice and cerrcinate suppert of 1st Bde TaC cr.
i?‘ /1 I?nér P~ Centinuc present nissien.
j« Tlatecn crntinue prosent nissien,
k. Co~r¢inating instructirns: |

o (1) XT80 Zost-Yost Grid Iinc is er-riinating linc (I~ Firo Iinc)
with 3¢ Ble 1st Inf ! iv. |

S 4

B



“cucted & sweep of the area that revealed treces of bleod, A séarch of the

©1/2 Inf commenced, SZD oporations

3¢ de bws‘, earn, At 1514007

-Gings, docuients, and noicsd surylies.

s

(2) A1l indivect fires will be coordinated through Dde Arty LKO,.
(3) Reports:

(a) Spot reports are required on Bn contzct and loss of
contact.

(b) Commanders! SITIEP Bde 1 s 17007 as of 15008, Infore

mtn.ou received after 1500 will be subuittad as a swot roport.

(e) S:itustion reports re uired on the hour,

6. (C) Execution: Tie Bde initiated 0:O0RD 20-5¢, Umeratien EI. FASO 'II
on 9 June ‘19’069 with Bde Igs moving by CU20 and CVZ slrcraft to ML THANE
Airfield (X76367); closing forwerd base ares at 091325H June. Uperatiens
in 40's DLACK, BiUE, and GREY (10-14 June) were as follows: At 100745E,
B2/15 Inf located old foxhole euplacements, Vic XT615555 and XT595674, and.
destroved themy Unit observed one 1) VC vj,c ET516670 at 0755Li and engaged
with Sa fire, VO broke contact and fled into rubbsr, . At 100844, A2/2
inf reportec‘. 50. VC RXT673740. Ar"w fire was plaeed on target anc un...t. cone-

area z.cntlnued but wnit reporved negative contaet. D&/6 Arty was ¢irected
to move from LAI iCT to CHOU TUALY =nd was atbached “cc ‘Bde. A% 100C50%,
arned fire teams received SA fire vic X 7‘5‘0‘.\;!\ on Loute 13 while coves 'J.ng
the convoy, resulting in one (1) us Wfl‘v., Gonvor encountered one brush type

roadbloek and destroyed it resultiag in cue (1) VC WIA at 100935 vic k‘l‘78‘9l,10.

Convoy closed CLON TIUT at 10114010 without further incident. At 101320k,
C2/2 Inf engaged 2 or 3 VC vic XT715750 I“GSLL_LJ.H“ in one (1) VC.XIA(3C)

and one weapon cantured, 2/2 Inf and 2/16 Inf comnenced 3&D opeirations in
AO's BLACK and BLUE ree*'nctlvely ab 110’7/,5 and reported negetive contact.
Between the period 1115055 ~ 11186055 the followins incicdents oceuwrred:

A2/2 observed and engeged 3 VO vie z’ZTb‘yO"/LO but lost contoet vhen VC dispersed
end fled to the West. C2/16 Inf was directed to nove to LGC UIN by CV2 aire
croft for possible ermloyment ia 2/28 Ind ares of opérations. 2/2 Inf wes
Cirected to wve cnd occuny positions vis i T MArstrdp and conluet
enbusn and gobwration m'trful,)_f.ng sperations wic BINIT TILNH odirlield., On | ,
12 Juie, Ble elerments conducted care and eintenense of merzoinel and ecuip-
wmentconcucted loeccl votiols cromd the base cien, There was negotive VO cone
Hoet Curing the »es iod, At 130007, Az/,. loseted and destroved a VC base cenp,
mortor positions, end trench rork vi 55052, .N/ reported 2 with steel
ae._r sbs cnd weapons &b 130820 vie ' pumsued as VC rled J.n'to jum*"e anc

brolke econtict, Unit was dirvected to return to Bn base crea to wrepare to cen:

Quct ap sir assoult :m“bo L% oUo.-.':_;.':‘ \,.Téﬂ. Bhle it IOO€/.0‘.” B2/16 woe du‘octod
to roturn o 3a buse o ¥o e o in an L ovie TT738542. At 10103¢H,
L2/16 picked w» one (1) VCM wie U 2/2 nf comenced coubct assault
&t 131 130m and closed LI o4 1 /12~ s etlve contoes.,  Durding this
0oriodt /” Inf and D /5 At srere @ to iah Bde end condicted helilift
to L% vie ZT730542. at 131/453% w~c- i respectively. B2/16 commenced
helidift into i3 I-""7‘6‘§49 ot 11s was attacaed to 1/1 Inf upon closing
L7, Operctions in A0%s BLaCl, SILVIL., and BLUT (M«J 7 June) weres as follows:
A0 BLOOD at ¢ 0()13-1 e )O.?'blhg negeativo
contcct and returned to hase eonyn et 141042KE,  32/16 a 1c m /5 400y noved to |
ané ostablished ncv crty bg g vis AT ,.,Mu wichoub incident. 4t 141604HE, Flet
C1/4 Cov weceived BA fire fren both sicos of woud while moving to secure bridge
vie XI7€5557, lead ’o, nk wos dancgeo whon d - mane resulbing in 5 US WiIA4,
Artry alr, and armed firelears ploccd con terpet oren rosulte
in" o 6 VC I =22l 1 BT'JI—\J_ —«',l~ ; o RSN at 141/-16H
c..osn..lff ot 1417000 end were o aisaion of sceuring

ond 2 ThA from SA fire and o
walle retorning to DAL IR bos .
saturction potrolling in ocssirmed ones,
1516555 BQ/A'; located o o VC bese caup

LeE1792345 ot 1716468
1€ conductod exbensive
czotive contoct, At
C consisting of 15 buile
':»uild' o8 WOre c.\.stro*'oé and otlwer
itens were ovacuctad, On 1€ Juae ab OJ,OL‘ nrs, A1/28 was atboched to 2/15 inf
and couwenced SED of nssizwed cren ob 0930 hrs.  02/2 located tiro (2) VO base
consns ot ‘1613161 and 161,,u vic wT5TE6540 end ZTAEG5.L7T rcsmctzv ir. 3Iose
cenm vic LTOEG54LT showed 3_:3_‘_9 of rreont uvse and contoincd cooled rico, fresh
food and ?_ &0 n houe-ncde nortor wounds, ALL i 'hu-lS woere dostroyed. A2/ 16
cwtured ons TGS vie UT541 c:»f‘ ot 16134500 and turped hiv in Yo Dde .LW tean,
At 181350c, A1/28 lecated ond destroyod 15 tunk.rs 2aG fozholes vie 3 ‘6176“0.

5 . v "

hookrtran vie XT793437




ey

- At 170953H, Roton ilet 1/2 Inf epprchended 2 VCS vie XT755585 and VCS were 7/ 22
arocessed through intelligence chonnels, ALl other units redorted negative
contact aftor extensive natrolling during the day., On 18 ~nd 16 June all

units roported negative VC contact. On 20 Junc, Bde TAC CP and 2/16 Inf

noved to DAU TIENG (ZT4S47) to commence S&D opcrations in that avea. 1/2

Iaf (~) roturned to home base in PHUCC VILY with C1/2 In? noving to LAT X

to sccure 3d Bdo base camp. At 210906, 2/16 Inf landced on.LZ% RED vic IiT470515
ond conductod a roid to scize o VC rice cache vie XT447537. B2/16 captured :
one (1) VC armed with Gernen riouser rifle viec XT459529 ot 2110355, At 211045E,
A2/15 ¥killed one (1) VC vic XTA69512, and at 1155 s located and destroyed '
2 samzeas vie XT470512. B2/16 cngaged an unknowa nunber of VO vie AT458525
ommting in 2 VO ITA(BC), 4 VC ITi(ross), an AX we non cnd SA zwmo captured,
A dow.. o34 huts and tumnel swstem, Unit clso located and dustroyed a

Slai o Toow, aid station and aimme area vhlch contoined 16 rds 7.62 o, ¥ 1b

of i, 7 heno-nade grenades, 2 155um rds, owercting toble and orygen iwasks in
the snm viednity, At 211322, 42/16 loccted end cvocunted o water pump vie
X047 4, A 2115108, C2/15 conducted helilirt into Li . L#E XT455553 cad coiwe
penced movenent to. Obj 1 (XT.¢7537). C2/16 located end cvecucted §.625 tons

of vice in vorious stames vie ZT447538 cnd destroye® it ou 22 Junc. At 220820E,
42/16 locot~d end destroyed o picc ceche of 420 tons vic XT447537, A2/16 lo-
cated and destroyed o boob:;*bfappoc’. grencde vie ZT465523, 3 scapans cad 4 huts
vie XT465523 ond 3 huts ic XT435524 ot 2208528, C2/15 locoted and dostroyod

4 tons of riece, 100 4x3 sheets of tin wvic UT445550 ot 221035H, At 221038%,
A2/16 locoted rnd destroyed 1 hut vie XTA95524. 2/2 Iaf w.s olorted to nove

to 1% YELLOW (XT415528) and commcnced move -t 1131 hrs. C2/2 moved to vie
LZ FURILE (XT410565), B2/2 moved and seized objective 2 cnd A2/2 sccurcd 42/13
Arty vie XT408515. At 221201, C2/16 wcccived 84 fire vie XT445550 wesulting
in one (1) WHA, Fire wes returncd, and scoreh revenled ncgotive results, Oa
23 June at 08615 hrs, B1/2 Infcomncneed move from FIUGC VI to 1T TUAIMI
closing at 1035 hrs. At 230820k, A2/2 Inf roceived 10 rds Sk firc vie ZT415526
end nlacod Slm fire on target orea, fire sup vessed, nogotive results, C2/2
locates and destroyed thatched roof nectericl vie AT400559 and Recon 2lat 2/2
located cnd destroved 1 hut, 6-5 gul cons of tobacco, 3C g ls sauce, and 1 ten
of rico wic XT406512 at 2301405 and 23090CH rospectively., At 230923, 42/16
located 1100 toas of rice ond 5000 shects of tin vie ZTAL7543. While destroying
rice cache, A Co rocoived 'SL firc frou estinmeted 6 VO vie ZT447543 which result-
od in 2 frichlly WHA end 2 VC A(loss). At 2309307, A2/2 locited o VO troining
cree vie XT40552¢ conteining documents wvhich were cvecunted te 3de S-2. B2/2
lrcated cnd dostroyed o hut conteining 2 truck tires, 4 troctor tires, oie
- 3/4 ton troiler and a 400 gollon tank with 75 gollons gos .ot 230930: vic
XT406517, At 231300E, B2/16 cngrged cn unlnown aunber of VO wvic IT448544
-whick resulted in 5 US WHA cad 4 VC Wia (Foss). 4t 231321, loc.ted cad Ces-
troyed 2 henceorts vie ZT453550. A2/2 destroyud »litoon-sized base comp vie
XT412535 with 15 foxholos and 50 bunkurs ot 231359%. At 2314554, 32/2 des-
tiooyed 2 uts, 7 -50 1b s-cks of flour =nd 1 ten of rice vic ZT405510 znd boo-
by treps on troils leading o Muts. B2/16 rmoving to Lo CINL (WE453253) roccivid
5 US i.lA and 10 WA from o VO eloyuore vie AT4A52550 at 1615 hrs. Arca was
searched but revealed negotive results. At 1710 ars C1/2 inf closed MLl TUAN.
end joincd 1/2 Inf vie L5 PO, At 240820, B1/2 wes cirlifted to vie LI JEZLLOW
to cssune the mission of sccuring A2/13 Arty. £2/16 rcceived sniner fire and
rifle gronaces vie XT455553 rosulting in one (1) A and one (1) DCW. Unit '
returncd fire which resulted in onc (1) VC ITA(BC) and the copture of cnc chicom
SHG 2841, At 241000i, arned gunshirys reccived Si fire frou vie AT422517
waich resultcd in one (1) WHA, B1/2 dispotched o Hotrol to check the crec and
patrol locoted ond destroyed 5 iwts and 1100 1bs of rice , vic LT421506, 2/2
Inf conmductad oir assawlt into LD I elesing ot 1107 hrs. Uadts comwenced SED
cpezctions and A7/2 received uortar and rifle grenade fire vie XT459553 waich
resulted in 3 WA, AZ/2 roeturncd fire with SA fire, Artillery w.s firsd in
supvort and en cirstrike wes called in to sunort Co A, B2/2 mrncuvercd to
occw v blocking voswticn but mads negative conthet. At 2411555, B4 /2 costroyed
oaz (1) hwut :1ad 3.3 tons of mice vie XTA40500. At 1430 hrs A2/2 ocagnged an
unloown nuber of VC pesiticncd in fortificd bunlkers vie XT453570. VO brole
contaet at 1630 hrs end B2/2 conducted search of arca and destroyed two (2)
boats 453! lomg but could not re-cstablish coatoet. dction resilted in 1 US LA
ond 5 WHA, WO cosuaitics walmown. At 250522, ¢ VO cleoyuorc was Coetonated in
B1/2 and A2/13 irty's RO -osition vie XT409514 rosulting in one (1) US WHE

end at 0935 Mmrs, throo men fron B1/2 were wounded vic XT407502 by o bocbytrap

cs wnit bogom scarel ond dustroy operaiions in assigued zonc, 42/2 leccted and
dostrored ons (1) 25 £1 bock, 300 1bs of rice cad two (2) 7¥F notors werc evae-
ucted at 250955k, At 101225E, cirstrike conducteld vie ZTA005CC restritod in
nunerous SA :pds going off, sccondory cxplosionms and 12 huts destroysd. At
2B1GLEE, 27 TeT moe wed 5w s o EFlo wear oo fnovho o POF cogitio ohdeh

X}
5

i

UNCLASSLEIED,



avid L C 3 .

/ resulted in three (3) WA, 2/15 received 2 cloypore and 3 nortar @
XT451551. VO broke con_t:.c’c. at 1625H and wmit pursued VC, but lost contact.
“Action resulted in 1 US 3I4, 7 US WHA, and 1 VG KIA(BC) <~1d 2 V0 XIA(Foss),
2/16 Inf received an ﬂ"’bl..,.e"” short round im their RON position wvic. mu,,6548
at 2519155, .'«&‘t 251020H A9/2 sighted z=nd anbushed 7 VC vic HT45855. 1m.v.c
resulted in 2 VC mu.(D(:), 2 VG .L,LA(I“ose)y 1~ AKX 7, end 1 ~ 1926 CGernan rouser
iiodel 76 cantured. B1/2 Inf locoted 10 “ons of loose zive im a hut, 5 booby-,
trans and 1 new tree grenaces vie ZT433575 ot 261120E, Crroeaces were evacuated
to Bde S-2. 4t 26115¢: oy 1 /2 received SA wnd W fire vic XT438513, fire re-
- turned, Act:on resulted in one (1) frienc 1«‘ DOW, Enemw cosualties unlknown.

- At 20123°H, 31 /? received SA Tirve vic ZT438513 13, amed five teans and arty.

pl:cec-. .ffl‘:e on target vith wlmiow: VC casvaltics, B1 /2 continued to nove end

et 261340E located and destroyad o base com with extensive bunkers ané for-

tified pOblt:s.on_s vie ATA38514, *hile Jes wo'rﬁ_nq hun.ers , mit recelved wiile

grenaCes and. SA fire resulting in 1 DGW enl /4 friencly Wid, fire wes retwrmed

and unit pursued, contact was lost at 2015055, f&rtll}.e*' JC e ané airstrike -

were »laced on VO base camy. Search of avea revealed negative VO casuclties,

At 2710457, B /2 recaived SA sniner five wvic XT400500, nortar and arty fire

pl'»ceg on target. Area sv“'chp" revealcd soluttered blood trails, trails were

followed but were: lost ot ¢ . A CI47 ajicraft weceived 2 w(s of grenaces

and 15 rds of carbine fire vic .'.,;4483’%1 at '?’71'1””"- CAimied fire teans firved

sur- ressing fires and 22/156 swarehed the crea with negative results. At

2714324 B1 / 2 received sniper fire fron vie ITL05505. "o'*'*“'* fize and

direct arty fire wcre placed cn tawrget and »let wes dispotehed to search arvea.

flat located and destrOffec- 1.1 tons ot rice and 2 huts, but did not hake contact. -

A CUA7 eircraft extrecting tin, nit & tree and cvashed vie ZT441543 at 2715200

wiieh resulted in one (1) i end oi: ~moit totally ocstroved. Other crew nen-

bers were evacuated for burns. On 28 June -1l wnits concducted naintenance ,

of equiment end personnel in base canp ;:oos, Tde returned to base cany erec

vic JHUUC VIV at 201’71 5:, &t 301530, > began 'plo*'ming for continvation |

of Operation EL FASC II. 4t 201625L, /"‘ Tnf conducted neliborne assault into

L BLUE {XU670095) with 1”’ roving to onc socoaring OL), (XU5C5005), Unit

-

rerorted negative coatec it 901050" 2/1¢ Inf an:. 1/4 Cov{=) bOC‘.m\, orcen
1st Bde with 2/48 m,v:mb to vie 7 ‘.ZLLLOU (4T728015) end 1/4 Cav (=) located vie

XT723973. On 30 July, at 10407, g% .de was directed to move to QUAL LOT
(31'.081C‘O) and assune control of o‘wra‘t"iom: ekt J(.C/OUJ. 301 zvea, 1/4
Cov (~) cnd 2/16 Iaf becer> attached to 1s ¢ with 1/2 Inf end 1/?8 Inf who

were eiriifted into QUAN LCI from their bases of nIUOC VI-.“ ond uOl\nG BE respec~
tively. 1/4 Cav(-) aud 2/1C Inf's cction (bmtla of BM 49 ¥T729¢) took place

at 0900 hri,: 30 Juné,” Results of battls {Sec Tnmel 4 - Pottle of Bi 65). Bde
issued CF OP') 2266 to Onerction ch TASC IT an ! July 1965, and began conlucting
operchions im the QUAN LCI/al LCC arca. Ah 0100237, B1/2 received one (1)
GHA and two (2) “EHA fron an erty »2 thel was § by en ARVIV J&T thet had not
been cooriimeted, Lt 010517k, C1/2 Inf ot VG novenent vie XT675946
with unimewn rosules.i/4 Cov(e) ~nd 1/2 n 2% Ubjoctive SOCCER
(ZT674998), wt 01071CK and €1/2 sccurcd LI B the crvivel of A2/33 Arty.
At 0108337, .4 & B Co 2/18 Iaf, on blacking : SONCO ([D”OCO11) located ;
20 nore VC beodies and mer'c*’* BYOVeS. 3-:(,’7"'.. ﬁoo,..c were Troir battle conducted
b 1/4 Cev o:n 30 Ju‘c ) 9//16 Yrcabed, o '1'7"4 brso carip vic XUT14017
I 6 additiorcl
e

wiareh consiscted of buw 11;0.. s . Toxholos,
aves at 073085 Ou., A% 01105561 1/22 corductor
Objcetive BECE’Z‘BI L (X6 B”C‘ }oand set v.oa b
captured one (1) VO «uA with A4 wenpoa v
he is meuber of st Ba, 27ist heght. AL V0T L
“bodyecount at 115 VO .\i’a\.(ub'. R ”,'“,C}, e BRI T
engaged, 2 VO wic XU622002, VO Il L
At 011500H, 01/2¢ obsorved :
lish contact. 47/%8 captu
but no weanons., At 011 601 ; 20,
20 nen rice corrying ':'fqtz':.i'T i 2 non groun L oie Lenbers ol ,om Co, 5th 3n,
Ltn KVA Pogt stomioned ot TACT DAL At 011516%, B1/24 enpoged approz 10 VC vie
11610690, VO broke coqt ct at 0107155, 11/<6 roceived one A and 3 WZA. VO
cesualbice vnlmown, Ambush patrol 1/28. capcged mnknown number of VO a‘t 012015K
resulting in one friendly WA, VO casualvicy unkpown. ircidents ocewrring on
2 July exe as follows: A4t 0550 2/1% iny was ‘seken uader fire ond at approx
06 €I noratr fize whs recoived followew by a gimund ottaclk fron the Horth and |
Horthwost. Co 4 2 € ¢.. Lol for cidy, ni~, and Tire teens to ossist in
renelling the estimatec VO 2n force, Jruy wrs loced on VC r utes of with-
drewal, Lt 07105, Bde €O moved /2% Inf to wic IUc06019 to suprort 2/1¢ Inf,

o ,Lticn in th:.,t ar.c. B1/2
7 o 011037, VO stated
womcrhed consolideted VO

’

At 0192170 A1/2
Aith nagetive results.
2o bt foiled to estab-
% sruad with grenades .
bnor serce part cf a

“Contact was brokea at 09081 and results were: 21 V¢ »J.u’\”JC) 40 VC LiA(Poss)
due to wercus hlood troils lerd dine i Grdie “t,m'; 1 vy WGy T l’.uC
1oineaT antn, S o Lt e T Conn e pssarts T SE ontoy
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12 sets web gear, end 1 'acket of medicol suprlies. At 1340H B1/28 ceptured
one VO vie XU596025 and located 2 VC LIi(BC); freshly dur norter positions
and 5 nmacks with grenades. Uhile scarchins the area, B1/2C receivecd SA fire
fron waknown number of VC ot 1400 hrs. Unit mctwrned fire and €1/28 wes noved
to a blocking position. Contoct was lost at 1417 irs 2ad B1/2C suiferod one
WAA, Secarclh was conducted of the arca at 153€7 and six freshly dug graves with
VC bodies were located whon Ba closed %5 R0SE vie XU580036. 2/1¢ w:s directed
Lo nove to QUAIT LCI and closcd at 1710, 2/2 inf became CJCO: to Dde and was
helilifted into LZ FINK (XU5$2025) at 1720 E. On 3 July, 1/2 Inf comienced
operctions in A0 SNAIL (XU650050 ceater of mass) and renorted neoative contact. .
At 0307558, 1/28 comenced movermet to Objective 2 (XUS17047) and Cbjective 4
T INRNEN ~nd 2/2 1nf noved to Cbjoctive 1 XU516032) and Obicetive 3 (3U532035).
pateca.ons renorted locating froshly dug foxbncls or graves countaining
- Landages clong their routss to Objectives 1, 2, 3, and 4. 1/4 Cav(=)
< ucted ~o amored recon along toute STNELK to Cbjective SOCCER and Houte
Lo 5o Tighwey 13, ALl wants reported ncgative contact Curing the 4oy, L1L
waite coturaed to Uad LOL on 4 July 1655.0 Bde olenents conducted citensive
patrolli g operations, uaintencnco on personnel ~nd cquinment fron tlo eriod

=6 July, with 211 wnite rohorting negotive contaet, Ca 6 July ot 7030 hrs,

Bde ismued OPORD 23-65 (OLVrIA/EL FASQO IT) with the mission of imitintiar
orerations to lure mejor Viet Cong forcoes to ambush and attack US forces to
encble 1st Bde to destroy VC forces b offcmnsive action., 4t 071300L, 2/2 Inf
infiltrated to MINE THANE Plantotion by CV2 ad UhlD eircraft with Bn closing
at 0716215, 1/4 Cav (-) secured Iwy 13 for nove of §/6 irtr(-) to Arty Base 1

vic ZT705817. B1/2 sccured the arty basc, 4t 0809155, 1/2¢ Inf conducted
“doesrntion landing operation, The objective of the sinulated assault was to cause

the  VC to recet to the csseult, drawing then into the killing zone of the Are
light Stwike which was conducted ot 0811007 C1/2 Inf departed QUAT ICI with
ARV LEC Troop at 0810471 end joined y5 Arty(-) at 0£1110E vie 4lf LOC, Oa S

’JUlyS'Bde coimienced Operation FIVERVA/EL 430 ¥I, (Sce inel 5, Battlc of SUCT

LAP.) At 100123H ambush patrol 1/16 Iaf killsd one VC and cantured his weapon

' vie XT641765,  1/16 Inf comroncec SED operetions et 0535H and ot 0724H C1/16

engaged an estinated VO squad vic XT634765, rosulting in 2 iZA ond 12 Wik, At

1007555 B1/16 fluskod an wnlmown numbor of VO vic XT652739, VC fled towerd

1/15 Inf position, B1/18, at 100625E, located & VO Bn base conplex vie

 XT459750 and made contact with cn crypror VO scuad resvlting in 3 VO IIL(EC),

1 VCC, 1 i}, 1 carbine, and 1 - 60w mortor sight. A1/16 located a VO Ba-

- .size basc complex vie AT744775 with nunerous grenades which verc Cestroyec.
“Whilc dostroying base complexr, Ba rvoceived fire fron at least two (2) ¥G's and

an -estinated VC- platoon-sized force, - The Bi comwnder ves wounled ot this tinme
end tho comdeny wes ordered to bac’: off to cliow airstrikes and arty to hit

‘objective avce.  1/4 Cav(~), 1/2 Inf, end 1/26 Inf roported negative contact

during the dar, -On 11 Juwly 221 units roported negetive contaet for the neriod

and at 111230H, the 3de paid tribute to T¥ Dregoon by positioning the Bls colors
2né an honor guord platorn ot the battle site of 9 July 16565,  The Brigade
‘colors wore dipped during the pessing of TF Dragcon in honor of the veliant

men of Hrs, B and C Troozs, 1/4 Cav, B1/2 inf. Cn 12 July 3as conductcd care

ond naintenonce of cquiwmient for all wnits., ATL units drepered to reoturn to

0
i

S

thoir ruswective beose camps oa 13 July. Hdc wgs onc 1/2 Inf conductud aizlift

by CV2, €123, endd UH1D aireraft to iulULC VI comwncing ot 130030E ¢nd closing
at 1320005, terminating Operction Bl FASC IZ, :

7. Supportimg Forces:
Ce. 24 I3n, 13th Arty:

(1) This organizction consisted of Headcuorters and Servics pat-

torr and three (30 firing betterics (&, B, anc C) with €2/33, B1/5 ettcched and
Dg/6 Arty in CS.

(2)  Ba noved br €130 and CV2 airereft to <UAT LCI Adrfield

lator br CLAT to KL TEANH Airficld, DG/6 Arty nmoved by rocd foon b4l IiE to

-

m A
-toe

arty bose vic CUOE THuWH IT initially.

b, Forticd cnd muber of vds fired by type § Junc -~ 13 Juiy:

e



155mm-HE

& inc

105 WP 426
' 122

1323

niE 1552

Total &I ridssions:
Totzl Iroparations:

2803

62

152

110

¢. US Air Forco: In sumort of Operation EL PASO II (5 June - 13 July

1968) o totcl of 189 strike missions were
a totel of 543 sortics,

1o

wn by 1st Bde FAC's, resulting in
The FAC pilots flew o total of 245 missions for 417

hours and 35 minvtes directing tacticol aipstrilos, Fightor strikes as folicws:

S Jun
10 Jun
11 Jun
12 Jun
13 Jun
14 Jun
15 Jun
16 Jun
7 Jun
-8 Jua
“1C Jun
120 Jun
21 Jun
52 Jun
123 Jun

;ZL Jun

125 Jun

126 Jun

5 ~ 2
8 - 4
66 - %
66 - 2
6 - 3
5 - 4
8 - 4
66 - 3
65 - 6
66 - 1
56 = 3
56 - 4
56w 4
66 - 6
66 - 3
66~ 9
6
66 - 6

Q
- O

ON

8. IResults of Oneration:

-~
e

Feuinent evacuated:

Quentity

5
5

21

27 Jun 55
2¢ Jun %6
29 Jun 66

30 Jun 56

()

1 Jul 6

9’\
O

Jul

o

- 'd
J )

e

4 Jul 65
5

Jul 65 -

T, 86

ON

-3

&
=
[6))
[0

€q
F
o
N

13 Jul (36

e -

TCTAL:

Lten
US Carbinc
7.62 Corbine

S4 Wezopons

Li=47

Jul 65

-3
-5
-5
-5

-3
165




18
16

10 ton

1

‘1

300 shoots -
2

-

1 -

" b Equj.phcnt Dcstroyé&: .

o

2

8

11,2856 ris
19 werls

22 mwds

239

3

18

Y0 . rds

L ASSIFIEDR

ooy

)72
£8S5-44

60 Hortars

75t ccoill ess Rifle

AR=4T

156 Assauvlt ~i.fle

BAR

- ddce

Water ~wmp
136 LHG
Tin

7 i¥ l.oters

' US .50 Gal MG

Ci:aicom Akt L;;unéhcrs
Evy »G Chicon

Lt Chicon MG

60 liortar

AT | Leunchor

Trizods for 57RR

Arty Rds

TRT
Claymnorces

.31 Ccl ilG
M53 LMG
Chicon ILiiG

45 Cal Fistol

W72 LaW

Chicon Rkt Leuncher
SA Ao

60 Licrtar

81m Horter

Hond Grenades

&§0:n kts

AT Groncdes

T5em LR




s

2

2

25 tons
1579.5 tons
1300 1lbs
300 1bs

20 gl

2750 lbs

»15 tons
1000 tins
30 gzl

1

ik

5.

75

. 5620 Shects

10

900
20

15

. 500

3000
1

2

5 gel

1

5C0 lbs
5 Snocls
1 bag

1 beog

4

eol

P
-

)

0

1210 gal

2.75 inch Rkts _-‘g35s225§¥31511
v e

AP liines
Sazlt
Rica

Flour

" Tea

KUOC 10K
Fish (in Kogs)

Dricd Fish

Tobzceco

Liospitel

‘Basc Canps

Euts

Bunkers

Tin

Tires

Fand Carts
Bisveles

3/4 ton Trailer
400 gol Tauk
Soup Lodlos
ierosene Stovos
Thowmos Eottlgs

Toe Foads

CLlun Pons

Bicycle Ropcir Shop

Trutoocd Motors

Wiz

© Boling Wirve

Tooth TFoste
Tootih Srushes
CGescliae

Motor Oil




AMCL‘ASSIF@
¢ .~ ?RC10 Redio
13s0ts Wobbing
1 . o liod Pocket
¢, Friendly Losses:

S Jun %5

o
o
($]
o

10 Jun 66

U
o
o
o

11 Jun 66
12 Jun 66 .

13 Jun 5

15 wmes

0
0

0
1w 66 o
160w gs "0
& )

o O o O O o O

©o o o o o o o o

o
o o o o o o o o

19 Jun 6 o
Wm0

21 Jwn %6

o

. mimes 18
2% Jwmles

25 Jup %6

o o o
o

 263m6s 16
T Imes . C

~
O N

. 2BIm6s . C
' .29.VJv._1;'_66_.. o
30 Jum 86 118 17

Tl 0 0 0

EN)

Jul %6 R 17

Jul 66 o

o o o o ©o o o
c o o o w o

o o
o

Jul 55
Jul 66
Jul 65

o o o
o
o
o

Jul 66

s 0 6 ¢ o0

O 0 ~ .0 A 4-\\'3

Jul 45 00 22 -0 o
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Ce

10 Jul 65 13

o 0
MMl 0 0 0 0 |
12 Jul 66 0 0 0 0
13 Jul. 66 0 o 0 0
TOTAL 351 65 o .5
'Friendl:-r Mrterial Losses: |
Quentity Iton
L Tonk, 1148A3 (Dancgod)
i Tenk, M4E43 (Destroyed)
& 5PC, M113 (Damcged)
7 .APC, 1113 (Destroyed)
Enomy iosses: A
Deptured
Date XKIA(BC)  KIA(Toss) VGG __ ..
S Jﬁn 65 0 0 0
10 Jun 35 1 C 0
11 Jun 66 0 -0 1
12 Jun 66 o] o f 0
13 Jun 86 0 0
14 Jun 656 6 S 0
15 Jun 66 2 0 0
15 Jun 66 G o o
17 Jun 56 0 0 o .
18 Jun 65 Y] 0 o
1S Jun 66 O 0 0
20 Jun %6 0 0 o
21 Juh 56 2 % 1
22 Jun 65 0 0 0 ,.
23 Jun 66 10 1% )
2 Jwn 56 11 9
25 Jun 56 7 0 o
26 Ju A5 2 11 0

' UNCLASSIFIED
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T =TBENTIAL

Jul 65

Jul 66

Jul 66
Jul 55

[gal

Jul %6

Jul 66

Jul 66

9 Jul %6

10 Jul 66°

11 Jul 66 .

12 Jul 66
13 Jul 46

TCTAL

32 40
0 0

0 0

0 0

0 0

0 0
0 0
235 300
3 0
¢ 0

0 0
o 0
508 548

9. Administrotive Motters:

o

situction,

throe ‘Eypes:

1

0

o o o o

N

o O

lo

>

- o o o o o

o O O O

.o

Administrative plens and proccdurcs were adeguetc, The utili- .
zation of Arny fixed-wing ond rote ry—wmg aircroft for resuprly grocotly assistod
in the ropid response to ‘mom* requirencnts cnd changes, due to tho tacticcl

(1) Supply:

(a) Techniquos of supply used during the operction wore of

g..s

Ay avercge of tlrce ( ) CV2
rocs

d‘_:.ly to deliver supplics to the forwerd base

& Uil LOI frun Erige.d and D:va.aio

2 dn cvercge of six

‘.‘.

1’»gi°tlc al busc

ireraft were vtlllzed

J 'h THAIH, DAU TIENG;s. .

at LI KITE . -

(o) UH1D hf‘licoptcrs WerS ns.cd to

deliver daily fron forwerd basc areas to night defensivo positicns., During

the carly ncrning

arpmunition in the ferwerd crtiliery bascs,
large L72's werc nct available to sug port CH47 d.rc coft,

t

and lote afterncon hours mexinun effort was »nlaced ~n
oxtractions of unnecessary cqudpment of night defensive

Dositiuas,

3 Ci47 helicopters were used to deliver the crtillery

éa J.lJ tc inelude Class I-V and s .Ll were
wideternined tonaage of crmxwmition wos delivered by CU47 =nd UMD airveraft.

(2) Finin

attachsd waits.

Jul 66 utilizing 2

(3) Tre

t

satnent of casunltics and
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and rendered prompt and efficient service throughout the.operatlons ‘In addition,
MEDCAF operations were conducied trocting approximately 20 Vietnamese and iion=
' tagnard patients. ’ ‘ - L :

(¢} ~Resuits: . :
1. Total number of patiznts treated: 438,

«®

3. Illness: 117.
be Injurgs 39%. o
c. IRHA: 143, o ‘

4o WRA: 2% |
S 2, Totel mumber of patients eirécuated. from the Gle‘ariné
Station to: v _

-8 Hospitale (93d Bvae, 34 Surg, Bn Fld): 123,
_b;,. ‘Base mamps: 210, | |
3. Total numbor returned to i'iutyﬁ 105,

: (4) Transportation:s o significant transportation problems en-
countered during the operation, The large number of personnel, replacements,
and others that were normal between forward and rear base areas utilized the -
regular daily shuttle and resupply ships betueen these two points. T

: (5) Commmications: No major commmications problems were exper=
{enced durirg the operation. The one-half AN/RC-69 VHF commnications facility
was employed for the first tiie and provided ell the requirements for VHF be-
tween the Division and Bde. Fi communications between Bde and subordinate wmits -
was marginal and the use of airborne radio relay was extensively used through- -
cut the operation. ' R

(6) tledical Bvaluation: Uhe medical coverage during the oper=
ation was excellent, Anm increased incidence of fevers, diarrhesl conditions, -
end skin problems was noted, This is ©c be expected any time there is pro=-
longed exposure to the elements, The matrition and physical condijicn of
the troops was very good and they received expert medical care at &ll levels, -

b. Personnel status during Operation EL FASO II:

Orpanization Degignation Opn Zriliateq Opn_Terminsted

HEG 1t Bde . Auth - 122
| Assign ‘ "537 o | _‘éﬂ5
gy w57
PIF s 0 |
N e g g
1/2 Inf - huth R
| assign 883 -~ Bk
PDY o8 689
o
o . PEC. ._3'24,"..' 67:’;,'-4 -.
/28 Inf ' huth ) 829
| | 'Ass;].'g'x'.‘ S 830 o JWQ

DGWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; |

. DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 VEARS. |-
S DOD DIR 5200.10 B
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= Orggx__l_iga;tién Desigmation = Opn Initiated Opn Terminated

PIF 1250 516

o PBO 432 203
V5 arty kath 0 490
 assigm 501 502

FDY | 488 I

e 290 342

PRC P o

10, ‘C) Special Equipment and Techniques: Wo siecial equipment was intro~

duced duriu~ the operation, The Brigade's scueme of maneuver for a type coun-
ter-ambush operation (Bittle of EM 69 and SUOL LAP) was “employed for the first
‘time, and proved to be effective, A Brigade Tactical Command Post was organ-
'ized and operated from the Brigade Forward Base Area. ‘

11, (C) Commander's Analysis: a. The purpose of the operation in the
vicitiity of DAU TIENG was to locate and destroy enemy logistical bases, The
_1st Bde employed two battalions (2/16 Inf and 2/2 Inf), The battalions were
" successful in locating the enemy supply points, but experienced difficulty:

* in destroying the materials, particularly the rice that was uncovered.  This
‘operation lasted for six days and although the bulk of the supplies were lo-
. cated on the third day, only a small amount could be evacuated, The remain-
der was destroyed. o : o

A b. An operation of this type is more successful when uncovered
- materials are extracted. Extraction of enemy materials has the greatest
psychological im act on the VC and the local population when uncovered mater-

idls that have been confiscated by the VG, are redistributed to the people. Ex-" -

traction of VC materials is a time-consuming taske I recommend the following
. for future operations: _ v '

_ (1). _Traﬁs,fer: the area of opéi'ation to the ARVH forces after ma
terials are located for extraction by ground means. o .

: ‘ (2) Develop an efficient means of rice destruction and leave
ARVN troops in the area until materials are effectively and completely. de--
stroyed. . ' R .

. c. The Battle of BM 49 with the 1/4 Cav and laler the introduction
of 2/18 Inf achieved excellent results. The organic firepower and supporting
fires of artillery and air were effectively used and the emnemy force was de=~

' cisively beaten in the battle area., Fositioning of the blocking forces was

accomplished rapidly and blocking positions were across the nost likely

route of escape. liowever, later intelligence indicated that the surzcunding

eneny force escaped to the Southwest and tb the Northwest, where no blocking

- forces were located. The attack against the blocking positions of 2/18 Inf

on the morning of 2 July was probably made by an enemy reserve unit,.

d. The Battle of SUOI Lii accomplished exactly what was intended:
the 1/4 Cav Task Force lured the ensry into commitiing hinself in ambush against
a hard-fighting target, and then supporting fires and RRF maneuver forces in=-
- flicted heavy damage on the enemy, ‘

" 12, (C) Conclusions and Lessons Learned:

: a. Conclusion: The operation was extremely successful and all of the
.participating units carried out their missions vigorously and professionally.
The downing of the armed CHA7 in the midst of the battle could have caused 2
much more serious problem had it been forced down any distance from friendly
forces, As it was, its presence on the battlefield tied down a2 Tighting ele=

‘ment for security which could have been mcre profitably employed elsewhsre.

.-
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b. Lessons Learned° o o ' o LHSQZJQSSIEIEE,':

(1) Communications:

(a) Airborne radio relay has to be used when uiits aro
maneuvering through the jungle. :

: ‘ - (b) Antenna RC=-292 must be erected by all units at their
forward tactical (I .

(c) Cormunications procedure and securmty was poor and conw'
tinued emphasis should be placed on keeping transmissions SHORZ.

~ (d) Fach separate unit should be prepared to provide ndces-
sary equipment and personnel to link up both forward end rear echelons with
next higher headquarters. 1st echelon maintenance should be performed before,
during, and after each operation.

(2) Inteiligence:

(a) ExtensiVe aerial reconnaissance and Red Haze m1351ons
flown over the area were able to detect VC activity.

(v) VC regiments are capable of refitting, regrouplng, and
belng prepared for a major operation in less than 30 days. A

(¢) VC units utilizing ezlstlng trails move rapidly through

the jungle covering a considerable distance in z short tine. Blocking forces
' placed further from the scene of battle would allow time for proper timely de-
ployment of tlocking.

(d) - Reconnaissance in depth .around the battle area should
be allowed to be continued until it is certain that the withdrawing forces are
located end fixed by the blockzng forces.

n (e) VC established positions in depth. Initial positions _
belng in the dltehes along the road. Hecon by fire into the dltches may sprlng
the ambush pre-maturely. o

(3) Asseult Helicopter Company:

{a) : Acsault helicopter oompanies ploced in.direct support of
infantry brigades should in the true sense, be in direct support. Cn many
occasions, helicopters were withdrawm from Brigade missions on direction of
higher headquarters, without the Brigade being informed.

‘(b) Lack of ground comwnications within an assault heli-
copter company impairs its ability to react, especially when two or more lift
cormpanies are on a standaby basis at a field location. This is further com-
plicated when the air mission commander and supported unit commander are dir- -
borne with communications tc the supported units only. This situation reduces
mobile forces to the lowest level of commnications, i.e. hend and vmlce signals

over a distance which may extend to two to three thousand feet.

(¢) 4 set number of helicopters should be given to commah«
ders for the purpose of plamning an operation, Additional helicopters should
be designated as stand-bys for immediate replacement of hellcovters involved .
in the lift.

(4) The S-5 requires an interpreter and a truck, 3/4 ton, in
order to conduct Civic Action Activities and Psy War Operations.

FOR THE CCHRMMAIDER:

y e ,.-"/ s / ...,‘r".'; . e

. / r /[ »_/",.;_u_'.__. )
6 Incl o VILLIAW S TUCKE T~
as ' Captain, Infantry
: , Adjutant
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Jre . BATTLE OF SUOI LAP

Inclosu:e 5.

AFTER-ACTION REPORT - EL PASO II '

-lst. Brigade Task Orgahizatibn .' ,

¥HC, 1st Bde -

1/16 Inf

1/18 Inf

1/28 Int

2/2 Inf

1/4 Cav (=) . A o
Bi/2 Tt o | S
1/5 Arty (=) o | |
8/6 Arty o | |

C 2/33 Arty
ARVN-AEC Troop

2, Units locations during the attack as shown in sketch #l. =
e

3. :Sequence of events priof to, during and after the attacks
a, MISSION: 1st Bde posiiions forces, conducts a reconnai:s_sande'_‘in foree
- %o lure VC forces into ambush/atback this force enabling lst Bde to destroy o forc:;.
" by offensive action. |
b, Preparations FOR THE ATTACK: Preparaticm for the attack eommenced. on
% July when 2/2 Inf began ini‘iltratiné. to MINH‘ THANH and two forward artillefy base.
were established south of AN LOC. |

c. THE ATTACK: At 090625H, 1/18 Inf commenced movensnt bo vie -5 ."
(XT 641705) and 2/2 Inf commenced move to vic S-11 (XT66C69L). During the movement
along route, numerous sightings of VC were reported by Airborne FAC!'s and observers:.

4 0927H, Bde €O informed all elements that an attack waz imminent, Airshrikes wer
called in and continued to suppcrt the move and shifted along the route between TGk
(XT6673) and Cp 6. A squad of VC were reported vic XI563726 and an airstrike with
napalm was placed on target. At 1X03H, 1/k Cav (-} 1zported 4 VO crossing road to
their front vie Cr6 (XT082743)., Recomnzissance by f£ire invoiving heavy mortar, AW,
and RR fire and at 1110H 1/4 Cav (~) reperied being under attack from both sides of
rczd. These fires were met by return fire from 1/l Cavis organic weapons plus air..
strikes from AIRCAP., Suppressive fires from Armed CH47 and artillery were also use:
1/18 began moving toward the battle area to strike the right (South) flank of the V.
positions, 2/2 Inf moved by foot to LZ Sk (XT680713) so as to be in position to.
attack the rear of the VC position. As the battle continued, 1/28 Inf was helilific
%0 position ND (XT689755) ct 1120, Arty and air continued to kit both sides of the
road and prep the 1/28 LZ. At 1235H, the VC force was estimated to be elements -of .
VC regiments, The fire fight continued throughout the movement of 1/28 Inf and air-. -
strikes and artillery were placed on known and suspected VG locations and escaps S
routes. Upon completion of 1/28 move, a% 1L10H 1/16 was airlifted into LZ NC =~ .. -
(X7 676788). During the 1/16 assault, the attached ARVN AFC Troop moved from Arty . -

a Y




base 2 to AN I0C, loaded brdly needed ammunition for 1//4 Cav and moved to position
HANK (XT7480) then Psn DICK (XT6874). 1/16 closed LZ NC and moved to occupy Pen N5
(XT6LL766), At 1359H, 1/28 Inf reported engaging VC vic XT675742 and reported
'killing 85VC (BC) and 6 VCC, and continued to sweep west and south. The contact

‘along the route decreased and it appeared the VO were starting their withdrawal, 2,

“Inf moved from psn vic X4 and was lifted into LZ NC. At 1550H, 1/18 made contact
with a delaying VC force 800 meiers northeast of psn TOM. Uni: continued to push
through the VC position which consisted of bunkers and irenches and reported killin
12 VC dwring the encounter, Artillery and airstrikes continued to be called on
routes of withdrawal and suspected VC locations. During the e¢nemy cngagement 32 al
strikes were conducted in support which consisted of approximetely 96 sorties, All
"airstrikes and artillery fire were highly effective and devasting.,

3. SUMMARY OF ENEMY FORCES: Based upon interrogation of VO wounded and docu-

_ments captured and found on dead VC, identified the 2Vz regt. The estimated sireng

-of ‘the VC force was 2070 persomnel.

4, SUMMARY OF ENEMY LOSSES: During the engagement the VC had 238 KIa (BC}, 1. .
. VCC and 30C estimated KIA, Equipment losses were as follows: L/ small arms weapon
13 crew served weapons, 10,513 rounds of small arms ammo, 177 grenades and 36 rds ¢
large caliber explosive ordnance. The estimate of VC KIA's based upon the evaluati:

of routes, interrogation, blood trails, local and agent reports.

o 5. FR'IENDLI IOSS’ES: A total of 22 KHA, 113 WHA and 3 DOW resulted from the
‘engagement, Friendly equipment damaged included 1 ML8L3 tank, 3 MI13 AFC's 1 CHLY
- hrmed GO GO, and 1 UHID helicopter. Equipment destroyed: 4 M133 LFC!s and 11 ML




™~

‘ .Eﬂbmmﬁmm

5
-

\

ENV BASE

6
O\'\
N
! /‘.\/)P”"/“ —
' FORK




CON F EE)ENTIAL

; ‘ : : IVlILAIFAIRS/Pa}CHOLOGICAL OPERATICJS

- (Operation EL PASO II)

1o (C) General: During Operation L PASO II a field team of the 246th "
Psychological Operztions Compary, in ecoordination with the Brigade S=5, support-. .
ed the operation, Civie Action activities were linited tv a great extent, due *
%o the lack of ‘cransportat:.on, interpreters, and the na‘buru of 'bhe operat:.on.

2. (C). Accomplishmentss
a. Civic Actions:

(1) Villages along the road between QUAN LOI a.nd AN LOC were _
visited to locate possible areas for Civic Actions and/or MEDCAP &ctivities:
This area was determined to be will-developed and the population appeared to
bes in good health, Candies and some foodstuff were distributed among the ch’il-r
dren. . . '

. - (2) Br:n.gade Surgeon c(muuc»ea MEDCAP operations on 15 and 24 June, R
treatmg 143 RVIT patientss .

(3) Other Civii Affairs Letivities: -

{a) The Brigade 5-5 provided 1760 pounds of rice on 17 Ju.ne

. 1o uhe 8pecial Forces Detachimert 332 for further distri but:.on to needy faml:.es. -

’ (b) On 19 June the Brigade Catholic Cheplain held mass in-
the MINH THANH Catholic Church for 40 parishioners, Rosaries were given to
all in attendarnce. 440 pounds of rice was given %o the Catholic priest for
needy pe.:l::..shioners° Hegotiations wers made to hire 50 civilian laborers each
day to ass:a.st in c.tear:.ng fields r\f fire, cutiing grass, ete.:

(¢} 1ilk was provided to an infant whose nother vas wounded

by mortar. fire and evacuated on 17 Jure,

(d) CA officer coordinated with Buddhist leaders on 22 June
in MIkd THANH and arranged for the supply of material for necessary repairs in o
RAGO DA. Also donated 150 pieces of clotblog to be distributed to needy families.

(¢ Presented school offisial at Ik THANH with sample mater- -
ial and student kits. ' L -

£l On 25 June GA Section mresented HIFI TIIAJII Village off:,..
cials three (3) metael gates conztructed by /0% tiednt Co,

(g) On 26 June CA oG"‘flO"l provided 10 sheets .of tin to a
family for the repair of a house partially dest: oyed by mortar .r.ire,.. '

b, Psy Ops Activities: A total of 340,000 ieaflets were dropped dur-
z.ng the period 8-10 June 1966 and 4%0,000 J.em'.!.ets were dcopped between 24 and
26 June 1966 in support of the 1st Bmgadm .

(1) Sunm ary of leafiets by cheme:
(a) Safe conduct passes.
(b) Rewazrd for information, .
(¢) CHIEU HOI appeals. '
(d) Deception leaflets (Route 13 is open)..
(e} U3 and ARV power,.
(£f) Surrender instructions,

(2)  Loudspeaker operations over gombet areas: VO défeat and ine .

evitable victory foi the GVN and their allies was the theme of surrcnder instruc- E

Hions,

mmelowure 6  CONFIDENTIAL
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3, () Problem Areas: a. Tho field teeu's of the 246th Psy Ops Co .
" gupport of the 1st Brigade was limited because the 3/t ton truck assigned to -

. this element was not taken into the area of ‘operations., The truck contains

loudspeaker, tape recorder, and other psy ops facilities needed in the field
" operations, = The vehicle also serves as a means of transportation to support
. Civic Actions activites. o o o ‘

L 'bf."j Iﬁterpreter coverage fo‘r"-this operatién‘ vas inadequate.: - - '

E ¢, Bxploitation of MEDGAP: Greater benefits £ron MEDCAP bouid ks,
. derived by more detailed planning, and adequate transportation to support

. leaflet drops, loudspeaker operaticons, and other CA acbiviticse

be taken: .

a. That the 3/4 ton truék assigned to the Fsy Ops"i;eam supporting

the 1st Bde be takén on future operations. . :

L bs That an interpreter be made available to the Psy Ops “Pean and
" .MEDCAP personnel, , v , 5 : E .

POCTEETE
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P  UEADQUARTERS 2D TRIGADE 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION
-- APO US FORCES 96345 '

0

é /

- AVID-AMP ' N 16 Septombox 19;»6 N

SUBTECT: Combot Aficr Action Roport (MAGN/RCS/T 3/ 32) .
- (Oporbion BL PASO ILI) (U) A | o
- TIRU: | Commending General
1st Infantry Division
p - ATTN: AVID-T o " S _ ;
) © APO U,S, Forzes 96345 : . : N
m0: Cormconder . :
. US Militery Assistance Cormond, Victnom
o © ATTH: 321 , S
VI - APO U.S. Forces 9624 - ‘ . .

'\, () @S D TYFE OF OPERATION: Oporation EL PASOTLI, Drigado Soaxch
" ond Destroy Opercatione : _ .

o (p)- DS, ORCRRLTIEE S 130700 July < 41305 fughot 1966,

in e

iVg, (C). (TiEaLls Operation ET. PASO 11X was initinted by Hoodquarters, lst
Infantry Divisicn FAAG O 65-60 dated 111400K Il 1966, The original plan
callod for Drigede Hecdquarbers to condndl from 1 %o 5 battolions dopending
cr tho requirenent and VG ccbiviity in tho BINH LONG Provinees The 21 Bdo
~-coived vorbel instructions to move to QUAN LOI ot 1LOSLOH July 1966, Tho
it cormenced its airlift from BEARCST Adrsirip ot 120805H July 1966 .cond
4.0k over operctional conmtrol of oIl uuita b 1307001 July 1966, cssuming
responsibility Low +he defeonee of tine Al LCI)/QUAN LOL'/’MIE’.’E-I THANH arcas. ,
Tho Bde closcd QUAN LOIL at 131600H July 1966, 23 Bde OPORD 13-66 (EL PASO
i 11T) (U) issucd 111200 July 1966 goevo %iie Bdo the mission of sceuring
QUAN LOIL Bcsc i conducting eombet vperatlions in LOC NIHH = IION QUAL - .
QUAN LOI ond MINH THANH orcas. Oporcbing undor this OPOID, the Bdo noved to
QUAN LOX, assuned rosponsibility of lst Bde operations ond inditiated combab
operabions to destroy VC forccs, faeilitios and bases in zonos of oporntions
The Bde reLinguished responsibility for the dofonse of Wi THAMH and ossuioed
_responsibility for the dofense of LOC I sn 15 July 1966, Oa 151200
‘July 1946, 2d Bde OPLLE 1/~66 (Oporabion FiGASUS) (U) was published for the
reinforcomert of wnite in the 24 Ble wmadsr atiack ot A LOC/QUAN LOI/LOC
WINH. Tho Bdo cortinucd the defense of nssigned creas oid on 180800H bogrn
oporations under OPOID 15-45 (Oporation UIE PHIS/EL PASO 1XI) (U)e Tho
operation entailed rocd elecring oporcbions Huy 13 fron ION QUAN (XT7588)
to vie TAF KIAL (XT7404) in closc cooperai/on and. coordinabion with GVN
wnits do scoure US/ARVI Engr Db repeiring ey 13, A% 1818008 Operation
UTE PASS/EL PASO IIT onded cnd tuc Lde sonbinued with tho dofonse of assigned
sootemg.  On 220930 ‘Opn S4H DIFGO/SL PASO IIT 14U ) comncnead with LRVN P
elonents ond US forces conducting Tocd cloaring woorabions along Hwy 13
From 1IOW QUAIT (XT7588) to vie TAN KIAL (XI7676} .nd gecuring US/ARVN Engr
Dot ropedring Huy 13, Operabiong under PORD 13-06 (EL PASO TiI) (U) comtinued
with the Ddo conduching oxbensive pabrolliny 4n ohe AN LOC/QUAN LOL/LOC NINH
preas, On 02086231 Aug 66, 24 Bde initioted operaiions wnder OPORD 17-66
Operation CIEIBINE) (U) with whe Bdo in close < edingiion with 5th ARVN
Div ond BI LOVG Province Forses conducting offensive operations 8 of :
70N QUAN to losate and desiror VG foroes and bascrs to intexflict VO cormunise
pobions cy- licison routes, ond o clowr, ropnir, and sacure fHuy 13 for tho
passtge of ARV convoys during the period 3-4 Aug 66, The Dde continued
Lo scourc LOY QUAI/QUAN LOI/LOC il conducting extonsive prtrolling, road-
- nper operations, EAGIE FLIGHTS; night combat patrols and LRIPYs. On 10 -
Ang 66 the Ble volinguished rosponsiiiillity for sceuring LOC WINH. The
Ao eonbimucd tac defonse of Al LOC/IICT QUAN. On 24 Augz 66 %he Bde cornsucod
_ mwovenens o PHU LOL vo asewne operaticunl control of Lk SOIT oporations

;
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. 0% 2h3055H & change of mission was given the 2d Bde and all elemnts wore

diverted %o CAMP COX to prepare to conduct operations in support of Operation
TOLEDOs . The Ede ended Operation EL PASO IIT when the lst Bde assumed responw
£ihilisy for the defense of HON QUAN/QUAN LOI and units in that eres cemo
..ndo.x “heir C2CQY at 2’-11)051‘10 )

Throvzhout Cperation EL FASO ITT, the 2d He ma«l‘ntamed a Rapid' Réaction

- TFeree that coqu be employed in the event an element of the Bde made contact
~ with a major VC force, to moinf  the defense of AN Loc/Toc mm/mn THANH

o o roinforce RV élements conducting Special operationse

The operation was eonducted in three phasess See paragraph be During ‘

the entire operation, 24 Bde elements were within Artillery range and receivéd . . |

tontimmous artillery fire supporte &d Bde participation in Operation EL
RA20 IIT was conducted under 1st Infentry Division control. .

Lo ‘;3port1ng Officers It Col Sam 3§ Walker, COmmanding
bo Task Organizations | |

, 2/16 Inf: Lt Col W. S. Hathaway, Commanding

, 3/18 ™f: It Col W. S. Goodwin Jr, Commanding

: 2/18 Inf: It Col L. R, Baumann, Cormanding =
7/28 Inf: It Col R. Lo Haldaneg Commanding e
1/l Cav (=): It Col Lo Lewans, Commanding -
i/7 Artys 1t Col Co Meek, Commanding
1/5 irtys Lt Col Do Logergy Coanonding
8/6 Irtys- It Col J, McGIffert, Gommanding .

Co Ede Troops:

328¢h Air Mobile Co (DS)

Det, Co B, 1st Engr Bn (DS)

24 Plat, Co B 121st Sig Bn (DS)
. Team 2, 1st MI Det (DS
- mHC 2d Ke (=)

he (C) INTELLIGENCE:

.

‘ge INTELLIGENCE FRIOR TO OPERATIONS:

Tnformation prior to the operatlon was received from the G-2

25t Div gnd the S-2 lst Bde 1st Inf Dive It was estimated that the 9th VC

Div Hq was located vie XTS709, Three Regls of this Div, the 271, 272, and -
273 were believed %o be im %he operaticnal arca, howevér, they-had Beém
enTonnigd einse thd Bastis with the lst Sde. The 101st NVA was also '
bel:.mrcd o be nea:' the Cambodian Border vie XT5992. The 2724 Regt was be=.

1ieved %0 be 2% less than 6C7 strength due %o the sound defeat it suffered in
eamy Jnly 65, Thn 271 and 273 were also believed to be less than full
strength dup %o prior battles in June., The actual status of the 101st NVA
Regt was nobt known since it was believed to have been used to fill the other
3 Regits with replacements.

Neo DNEMY SITUATIGN DURING THE OPERATI(I\I:

¥n mezjor VC contacts occurred during the operation. A1l indications
ware thal “he 271, 272, and 273 Regts moved out of the operational area
into rest a2veaz 4o regroup and retraine The only actual contact was believed
40 be with a company of the 10lst NVA Regt when 1t attacked the village of
AP LOC TEANE e “Um"s on S fug 66o T remainder of the Regt was unlocated,
nowden no eontash wag mede after extensive patrolling and reconna.lssance.
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chcr units identified in the area were local fores uni'bs. The;v'

conducted acts of torrer, propagonds, and tax collection, The major effort

" mode by the VO was the interdiching of Hur 13 bebween XT767760 and XT760690,
Meny road blocks were erected and two major bridges at XT767762 and XT766728
were destroyeds Tox collechion was conducted throughout the area espcoial'l.y
along Hwy 13 No mojor effort was made by the VO to hinder the W é
onening of Hwy 13 on 4 Aug 66, This would have been a loglcal paan of abtack
“or the VC since the rice situati ion in the arex had become critically short -
f,,nd the V& had kept the road closed, Since the VG did not hinder the convoy,
it is belicved thot the major U forees hod moved out of the area and the VC
was not in a position to ﬂonuuct large scale attacks

¢, TERRAIN AND WEATHER3

_ The thres major wopulated arcos were surrounded by rubber plantom

- tionsy Outside of these arcasy the terrain econsists of woods and jungle,

14t s ore sgattered throughout the area allowlng fast deployment of helie

borne Oper&ulonSo The . jungle besomes very dense in the eastern portion of
. . the operational arez along the SONG DF River; To the west the jungle voried
from spares with secondary growth to ver: -dense neor the Cambodian Borders
This orea is covered with an extonsive well used trail network moving out
of Cambodlo, The woather during tho entire operation was generally the same,
- Barly morning ground fog covered the area from 0700H until between 0930H and

20300 daily, Rain sterms occurred u.bout 3 %o 5 days per wcck, usually in the
late afternoon ond early evening,

The major effect the weather hod on operatlona concerned heliborne
operationsg, USAF Air strlke.,s and visupl reconnaissonce; Most operations o
were deloyod until mid morning when the fog 1ifted and permitted air opera:bions. ’

Highway 13 is the major avenve of approach inmto the aress It is the
only hard surface MSR lcad,mg into the operubional arca. The VC have attempted
%o keep this road closed te vehicular traffie and force tho plantation to :
“op exportg. The opercvion successfully opened this MSR and stopped the VC
from the accomplishment of this mission. The S0HG BR River is also a major
avenue of epproach, howover, due to the dense jungle olong the banks it did
not oppeoxr to ke in use by the VG,

de TFORTIFICATION: None meported of cignifliconces

8, Civic dctionzs Dw:'.q ng the courss of Operotion EL PASO III, Medical
Civie Acbion. Programz condur %md *b'coughom: BINH LONG Province resulted in
more than 1,200 treatmonts Lo Viebnmese c_md. Morbaoguerd personnsle In cole .
Junction with these MEDCAPS, axpprum_mw,.y 4 tont of Tood and 500 pounds of
clothing were distributed, For the mogt part, the MEDCAP team was well
received wherever they went, However s bhib welcome sccmed more sincere in
Montagnard villages. A gresi number of Vietnamnse scomed roserved or dise
trustful of the US/GUN teom, rnd wore -welwntam o givé information, whereas
the Montagnards, almost as a wrule, tolksd ouife freely. (n one occaslon, &

- Cordon and Scarch operation ot /F "4 THAWI, tus good work of the Air Force
MILPHAP team was :mpalred by several accugotions of the™ made by members
of the hamlet against ARVN soidisrs whe had sew-led .oeir homes, These
charges could not e confiyred, The opening oi F hw 1‘3’: Lo the rice
convoy, and the atterpis to kesep this rovie noun t, whe general ‘
public, did a great deal *c croghbe ho love relaiioon butween US and GUN -
f7A gonclusion: ond recommendations

© forces and the people of the provinc:,
follows

(1) Conclusionss

: () +that the general sbtitude of most Vietnamsse in the. area is
one of “watchiu.n. walting?,
' (v} <that the Montagnard populauon is more recepbive to the US
presence, and would be of greout assistance,
(0) that many of the populaticn of BIN LONCG Province are in need
of scheduled sick calls by cualificd medical personnel (nany personnel were
unable to reach the Province Hospital fow umdetexm,ned/ variod reasons).
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%) Recomnendationss

(2) That more offort bo expended o align the Montagnerd pop-
ulation more firmly with US/GVH forecs, : ' - o

(5) Thot sufficiont socurity be made aveilnble to CA officor of =
the unit in BIN LONG Province o oncble bobh Air Forec MIIPHAP toom ond unit

- modical porsomnel o travel frecly thrumghout the Provinee for schedulod

gislk cnllsy " v -
a3 That US persomncl cxorciso closer suporvision of ARVN. troups
sosisgbing in cperationg, » ,

) . {2) " That CL officer of cny unit astationed in BIMI LONG Provinco
contimue o vigorous progrea of MEDCLF!s food distribubion, and Civie Letion

projoctss

foPgycholonical Operabions:  During: Oporation EL PASO INI, some 1,380,000

Aoaflots woro dropped in the 24 Bde 40, and somo 15 hLours of loud spoaksy '
inissions wore flown. As a rosult of $hose operations, four noubors of Vo Cols

1312, 4306, and C45 took adventage -of tho Chicu Hoi Progrom, Ono of
~these returnces willingly made o tape-~recording of a Chiou llol mossago
.~dressod o nombers of his formor unit, and the others rofused duo to
proafessed concern for the welfaro of their porents/fomilics, Inforaction
reecived frua these porsomnel is os followss '

3 (1) Yo units cook botwoon 0400-0600, 1100-1300, cnd 1600-1800

BKY

hours daily, : ,
(2) VC contimuc to usc forco in mony insteancos to receruit personncl.:
Y (3) VC units suffor from lock of food, clothing, cad modieino, '
: (4) VC units have a high ratc of malaria, .
: (5) VO members strongly feor airestriles and artillery firos,

oven though thers are no indieations that nuch moro than _

harrossoent is boing dwne by B:I's, Throo returnces: stated ..

thot no members of their groups were killod by cir or arbillorys
~ but thot sovoral wore wowided, ' ' :

(6) VC personncl have other foors, though to o lossor dogroc thon -

foor of air or orbillery., Some of thosc foors aros :

(2) Foor of malaria with no modicino, ‘

(b) Feor of docth, and burial in an wmarked graves

(¢) Foar for wolfare of fomiliose '

(d) Homcesickness

(o) Foaor of storving

£) Foor of speoking frocly cmong thomselves, . .

(7) Somc VO units do not pay their personnols Ono roturnce hod
never been poid,

(8) VC units drc broken into three or four-non occlls, ond Goch
nember is afraid to discuss personal moticrs with the othors
?or feor thab one noy bo an informors '

(9) Icaflet ond loudsiocker rissions help, but wider coverago

' iz neeossary to insurc thot 2ll VO becone awoxc of tho
‘Chicu Hol prograri,

(10) Colors which catch the ayo should bo used for loaflobs,

Onec roturnce picked up o loaflet sololy bescmse of tho color
another becouge of the pilcturc, ’

(31) iithough VO londers %old now reeruits that thoy will oporato
near thedr horwos, this is scldom the sogsoe Tho homosicknoss
Zoaflot theme should be fully exploitods .

(1.2) VC loaders tell tho peeple thot the chicfs {1i.0e hamlot,
villoge, Distwict, ote) have too much power, and that this
pover should be in the hands of tho peoplo, bub the poople
do not boliove this, One returnce statod it VO propaganda
“gocs in onc cor ond oult the otherf, :

(13) Mony nembers of VO units ovidontly weit to roturn, but aro
supervisced so closcly that escape is virtunlly irpossibloe.
Ono Quy Chanh stabed thab he had boen trying to escope for
iive monbhe, anoticr had beon trying for threo monthse

(14) 421 roturncos stabed thab waile no ovort attompbs wore rodo
by thoir leeders o provont thoir reading or helding loaf-
1953 they still folt subesneisug foor oF whab might hoppon
37 loaflets were found i their posscssion,

.
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(15) A1l returnees sbtated that they had heaxd loudspesker broads
casts, Two stated that the broodcasts helped them decide
%o return to GVN, a third sbated that he had already made
up his mind %o retucrn prior to hearing the broadcasts and
thot he didn't listen olosely, the fourth stated that he had:
heard the brozdeasts bub didm¥% believe the theme {which
was & general Chieu Hoi messoge) but rallied anywaye ‘

(16) One returnoe stated that her group was under orders to shock - .
at o1l U.S, airersft while the others said that these orders
. ¢mphasized Psy Ops aircraft, No abtempt was made by the three '

" units to drown oub the messages from loudspecker airerafbs .

(17) One reburnce stated that re was told by his loaders that the
' Americansg were the aggrossors, but thab ho didntt beliove this,
Ho further stated that once the VO wers driven out of the '
country there would Lo peacsy and that is vhot he wanbede

55 (0) MIsSTONS:

8 2 Bdo deploys to QUANLOL,relieves lst Bde of respona_ibili'py of
ecuring QUAN LOT Pase, and conducts combat operations in LOC NINH/HAN QUAY/
QUAN LOI/MINH THANH areas {12-13 July 66). T . :

%, 24 Bde doferds HAN QUAN/QUAN LOT/LCC NING/MINH THAMH eveas and
locates and destroys. VG forces and ingballabionse {13 Tuly=2L Augle '

C» 24 Bde in close cooperabilon and coordinstion with GVN units, cone
duets reod cloaring operations slong Hwy 13 from HON QUAN {277588) to vie
TAN KHAL (XT7676)3 sccures US/ARVE Engr Uet vepaiving Huy 13j covers withe
dradt of US/ARVN Engr Teb upon complobion of operations (18-22 July)e

d, 24 Bde in close eoordination with $th ARVN Div ¢nd BINH LONG ‘
Province Forces conducts offeusive operatiung § of HON QUAY %o locabe ond ©
destroy VC forces and bascag to intoxdich T3 cormaicationg/linison roubes, -
‘end to elear, rvepalr and secuwe Huy 13 for passage of IRVN convoy (2.4 Aug

e

6y {0} ¢oprpy O (CERATIONS:
ac; Monouver; This operabion wos nonducted in 3 phases &s follows:

Phase Iz o verbal order issucd ou il Julyy initinted this pﬁasé of . '
Operation BEL PASO ITI, On 1213 July 5o, Bde Heodguearions moved to QUAN

LOI by airlift and prepared to assume CFCON of units undor 1st~;Bde"LQpntr¢l L .

on 1207001 July 666

 Phose ITs On 130700 July 66, 24 Kie assued operational control of

. 1/16 Inf, 2/16 Inf, 1/33 Inf, 2/13 Irf, 4722 In%, end 3/28 Iof, and

wintbed combab operations

1lst Bie of missiong in area of cperations. Ble Mix ) _
AUAR LOT/HON QUAN/LCC

40 ‘destroy WO forces, focilitieg, and bages in the

-

‘ Phass III: On 24 Aug Bae dlemenbs redepioyeo Lonm opernoionsl ares - .
by air and reburacd to TuaMP Gl . 0

b, Fire Supporbs Fire suppord was provid-d by ort:llevy, Tac Adr
ond ITFT'S. These wers vsed for on cali Tizes, ol olzo o interdict VO -
concentrabiong ond rovtes of withdrawle The Bde was gupporbed Uy a oM .
posite direct support arbiilery bobirlloa, - 1550 /8¢ artillexy hattalion
(=) in goneral support and the newly formed lst asswulb Artillery Battory:
(4e2 mortors)e These units enablod the Bde Lo have combinuous indirect ~
fire support for all operations conductede Fixtensive Hal programs wero
fired in the Bde opercbional arcas, Whenever asit were available, the Bde
nointained ot least one helicoptor five toum on atand by at the Bde CP or
e oinmover ih could best be ubilizod to support Bde elementse Additionally
iight Tire teons wews ubilized %o provide oir covor for conyoy moves and

- pight reecon flighte using the Storlignd ‘Seopngs  Upun abttactment of D T:r.'oép

1//, Cav the lsro Rifle Platoon ond light £un: tenns were ubilized oxtens

sively be rupport Bde opsrations luridching column and aerial recomnalssances |

7 s
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7. {2) EXECUTION:

ne Ghromologys ‘ . o | 7”’ g

13 July - 24 Bdc rcecived wverdnl >rdor.= confirming novo 'bo QUALN LOY
on Lz July o porbielpate in Operntion EL PASC I,

75 Tl w 2/16 Inf (=) romained stbached to 3d Bdo, Tho 1/18 Inf (=)
nved wader CPCON of Dive The ?/18 Inf (=) romained citached to tho lst
e 4723 Taf contimied opns uwxler OPLLN 9-66 (Opn UNTONTOWN), The 24
e Bhry B, 1/7 Lrty ceumoncod irlift from BEARCAT Adrstrip ot
g ead ns of 121700H o tebnl of 13 1lifts had closcd QU.LN LOT with 18
addivional an o8 required to cluscs The Bde had sufficicnt clenents at .
QULN T")' B nllow full operations of the Bde Hase ‘

15 July ~ At 1301R25H, Col Do Witt C Smith, the 2d Bde CO, was stricken
with whet oppenred to be a nild hesxrt atitnck and was ovecuctud, It Col
ncrbc,r'c » McChrystal CO of the 2/18 Inf, wus immediately pluced in cormand N ‘
0¥ the Bdc. Tho 1/16 Inf and 2/13 Inf, but'z loextdd ot QUL LOI, wore o
**vﬂhoo to the 24 Ble effoctive l)O"IOOH° e /1% Inf ot MINH TH.LNH and i
"~." ,/4 Cav ( ) l"t LI LCE Wor\.« -..lS ol '.Ch(ad o the Bdo -..'b 1307001'1. m ) ] . :
icehed units catered the Bde Cnd not at “130700H and the Bde entored tho . ﬂ-;
iiv Cnd net ond eomrienced Opn EL PLSO TIgop 38D gporation: Rouaining Bde
susport clomnts c)m'olc,tcd cirlifs vpng int QUM I@I a® 13L600H.

1, July - Bde continucd Opn BL 150 Iil. The 1/16 Inf wes detached
rer 24 Bde ob 14)630H and atboched . BJ. Xe ob LAI KEE ob opprox 141700H,
2/ 16 Inf mowed fron LA KHE ond wes attached to 24 Bde ot 140921H, Bdo
contlnuw T2 seeure QUAN LOI with l/? Inf and 2/16 Ing HGT OUAN writh /4
Cav {~) _-w.c’. MU THINH with 1/15 Inf copducting daylight rocuimaissanco |
potrels end csta bl:l..,nlna 13 r:n.f-nb c)_o*'L patr.le m‘anut cuivbacte 2/15 Inf _
._e.ssu;.u,d the nissiocn of Bde &RT, : o .

<.

..

) 15 July «~ Vigorous pabtrolling netion was conducted by 24 Bdo units in

AO's withiut establishing combocb. Thc 2/16 Inf oad 1/28 Iaf contimwd o .
sceure QUAIN LOT conducted.  doylight p .urols to: the ¥, B, g wnd MW and el
established 7 night combat patrols, The 1/18 Inf comdncod naxrlift opns fram
MINH TI'T”ET o Lu.C NIFH ot 1508550 ol g.&uUl.vd rcspgns:.bll.'.u\ Lor d&_.ful‘lSO 8L ‘
LOC NIMI ot 151225H. 1/4 Cav (--) conbinued to sceure 0E QUAH - ¥ and oot '
ductod deylight potrolling and locrl sceurity opns ab night, Oporaticn | I
EL PLSO ITI, S& D, contimicd in tho HON QUAN/QUAW LOI/LOC ¥IMH arcas, =~ .
Approx 80,000 lcsi‘lc,ts of No 969 worc dropped imbo an arca boundad by esordds
“nabes XT6000, XT6087, XT6500, rad XT6587, - :

16 July = Thae dcfense of QUAN LO:/HOW QUAN/LOC. NIIE chztlﬂucd with
units conducting owbens ivo-Geylight od night zonbot potrols, The 2/ L
and 1/28 Lnf cor .~1.:;1,m‘_ to sceure e QUAN LOL Insc and conxducted, 7 ui :

" eonbath 1r"r.ls.. 2/16 Inf conducted BuGLE FLIGHTS commcencing ab 160804 L
pl-.cmp L ploboons ints 4 difforent Lzt s Patrols ro sturned ’tﬁ base ¢yl on i
foot Vllthuut conbact, . The additi el 1*1 sin of sceuring the Bagr wrk
debail ab the latorite pit (Vchu,luo ), wns given tho ?/16 nf for indcfinite
pericd.  1/28 Ing conmducted dayl ght potrols Lo the 885, W, WIE withoub
incident, 1/18 Inf continued . dofund LOC NINH condueting 3 deylight ond
.3 reinforeced squ...d sizc night ciubot prbrols, At 161500K 5 s wore qpproe
hended - by /18 vic XU’7230&6. Intorrogetion showed 3t b dgsortors from
lical 8FC and wore turned over to tho SFe © The romaining 2 suspeels werc
turnod over % the District Advisere 1/4 Cov (=) continuod to.dafond HON
- QUAT esnducting an operation in c. P hoblon with 1/9 JuVi Ing ARG Troup
inte the rubder plantation 3-7ion WsW of AW LCC without contncts At 161"’5h
a.plat of 2 Triop was dlup “tched w occuvy and defond the high ground vie
"‘75'789")0 ~Durine hours of darkness -3 coubat pobr: rlu wers ostshldsheds.

Inf.
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- Oporntion BL PASO TVl continucd in tho Q,U;A\.r LOI/HON Q,UAN/

¥ 16 In? -nd 1/28 Inf contimued bto sceure QUAN LOI

Light potrols to the i, By SE, W, and S mtnout

of darkness 7 conbat pobtrols were Upbubll ied forwnrd
of She e T1nf sccured LOC HINE cunducting 3 plat s:.zo'd*xyliQh‘b '
prirals b ; W without cucmy con‘bac‘bq Threo C")"lbﬂ'b patrols '
wowe reoitioned in she mron during hours of dﬂz‘lfnos\s., "1/, Cov (=) conductod
s, cunsissing +f clements fren b 174 Cov, C 1/28 Inf ~nd
corahing bhe cren W& W oof HON QUAN without cheny ct_\nm.ct.-

Tulr .. Bl ecnbioued o dofend HON QUAN/QUAN LOT/LOC NINH and cole
robion ’I‘IE PLSS/EL PLSC IIT 8 fruom HON QUAN clens Hwy 13 to BM69
with negetive conbacte  The uporoblon eonsistod of two Task . -
i SN U)'Hxl}' CL)Ilprud a8 l/A- Covw (NJ) rad 2 Co S”/l@ IV’.I@ F I‘ULTIU&WAY
Was composod of 2/16 Inf (=), 1Co i, US/AZVN Engr Dot cxd 3/1 Cav (4RVN)..

> supprrting troops were the 8/6 *‘*b"r (m J9 LTIGHTHORS:E .s.ul'b Arty, 128th -
Llzobile Co, “od Plat lst MP Ce, 1/28 Inf {(HRF) and /9 Inf ARVNE (FRI) o
1728 Inf wos ploced on 30 minute clert tu roinf ree Opurcbisn UTE PLSS/

,'.."” 380 INL,  Tao operaticn cuwmetced ot 120800H when T3 eI erossed
“the 2P and maved S8 o sceurc Dose .::t 130907E. bt 1809C0L, LIGHTHORSE Aslt -

frty bogon 10t into Base I closin; ot 18840, &% 18053%H, Dasc II was
m,cu.-:oc- by TF IoWAxSs At 18102()\*9 LI@iv.ORSE 1if% Trionoed bringing 2 plat .
Asiv / +y imbs Base II, and cl.scd ot 1BLO04GH. Ti }J&T*_A*IM closcé ‘and sceured
Basa l rnd ohb 181225H began nwving dutc Dasce ,I loaving 1 BPF Co to sccurc
PBasc T rod LIGHTHORSE Aslt Arty, To LEWAE continucd o PL \-»ASLT withoub
gonbaot,  Elenon nts of TF LEVLLE tiwwn storte 'i to move back ¥ o sceuwrc routo
boci: £ LOM QUine LIGHTHORSE Aslt Arty was oxtractod fron Dose II ot 181450He
slh Lxbty wrs then oxtra .ctcd fron Broo L ooad closcd QUAN LUl, TF HATHAWAY
w1 back Horth fron Basc LI plcking up ARVE olements ot Baso I end moviag N
ttt RP in IGT QUAN whoere ARV“I clunents woroe “olo:.....;c..x.-, ALL ¢lemonts of S
2/16 Inf closcd QUAN LOL ot I8LC0CH, TF TEWAL oilowed IF HATHAWAY ond closed
HOY QUAI =t 181740H, 1"18 Inf Cufonded LOC -.LIITI (% ".‘-J.c“c;,'?.axgz" ogrossive Ay
light rccun p..:tr~ls and cstobiishing 3 night cowmb b padrols, &b 183.130H,
2 VCs wore cpprehonded wie XU707007. During raurs of dralinoss 2/16 Inf "Jld
3/28 Inf conductod 6 combat prtrols in the QUAH LOI nu ae 174 Cov (=) :

osteoblishet 2 WPfs in HOb QUAY owon C-u‘*i“w houtrs of dorknesg, 4 1817301{, R

an adrstrikc wos ecllod in by o 24 Bdo FLC 0 3 ox caros iJ.C XT5’7783’7 TCm

sulting in 2 ¢ cares acsu-:;:,'uda

O

18 July —~ Opn EL PI»SO IIY conbiouod with tho Bde defonding QUAIT LO.

CHON QUA/LOCHZNT arces, 2/16 Lid = 1/28 Inf cuntimud b doferd QUAL LOI .

with 2/16 cu ineting 1 Gw smu ‘SSD oporstion to the M o 1/28 Inf c..m.ac‘c.:.ng
2 plat size putrols to the SE 2 W of QJLT LOY without o Lsf? 6 night
combrt pabrils wore osvadlishod i Ommrz of the przamter, 'l/_x,f* Iuf c. nbinved -
to c"c,"‘"nr.t LCC 1INH m,nductlnfr .L Cu sizme Sch to the W rnd 2 plotouon sizo
patrsls to the SE and b | 3 night coabab ;mu 1s, - 1/4-

Cov () comtinwod to OULT with B oend G Trp end 2/1 Inf e »m.uc'bw
nountud roe n patrols in the arcn WE & SL of HOW GUaN. Tae LP ond 1 plib
sizz gonbat pabrol were esteblishoed dureng hours o ""J.,kl’{t."ss,, Althotigh no.

conbact was ngﬂ.\, with VO forcos during the day, ono ropere of bws VO platoons
:':1 the vie of AP DUC VINE villose (Wi59903) wos scecivon throasi AR

cuvees cad masucceseful atte znr,. wore wode by slements oi the /4 Sav (=)
‘h:) Loente bhoae foreus, : e

' 20 July = Bdc eontinocd bo dudond
erp DIEGO/EL PiS0 I_[I,L. roct clois eing | on A a;‘.:..-m; mrJ L3 0 \"xmombd
with clunents '.u. the Bdo auving freen QTAN 107 o 00615;@ Eouacnes wert

in positiin b HOH QILLI‘I and Gho oP Br buoin opciaiion. waen ooderdes of ’Foldg :
plL.ch o othe operatisn duw to bolow norginad wothor woLo L..L'cud iz the opn - o«
boing cr.ﬁ';cc;llc, at 2009308, 2/16 mmved bock fo QUA | dofended ...um "‘hud
scctor of QUL LOI poriictor, conductold cdunber atback pr N l‘n reinfores [ON
QUAI' in cvent of attack and ostobliocod 4 night cmbat polrols in suet v,

Tho 3/28 Inf dofonded the entirc QU.(";' LOL porinctor watil 200730H when 2/16
rcturncd b seetir o l/lS Inf continued b deford LOC KU econdueting 3
drylizht :gpcr::'b:i.at.nso ~plat size potrol was conducted to o W, 1 compony
size 8D in conjunchbion with [ N oloments & the N liaking up and moving
bzek 8 al.me Huwy 13 to LCC I\Tix\l’;‘. During hours of darkrcss, 5 combeb patrols. .
werg cstoblis! 2 in the LOC BTME X 1/' Cav (:J u.:.tgr craceddation of .
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" with D Trp and to the N with C Trp without contact, Detwesn 0025H to 2002/0H,

1/4 Cav (=) reported sporadiec movements to the fromb, A patrol was dispatehed
in eddition to the 3 night combat patrols already out, One of these pabrols
boceme engaged for a shoxt time resulting in one US WIA, Anocther man was ine
Jured nob as a result of hostile actiony both required medmgvacs

21 July « Edz conbinued Opn EL PASO III by conducting extensive SD opns
4n the QUAN LOI/HON QUAN/LOC NIMI areas, 2/16 Inf conducted 3 company size
3% opns Yo e B aud S of QUAN LOI without contact and established 4 combatb
patrols during hourg of darkness, 1/28 Inf (~) continued to defend QUAN LOI
gorduebing local security opns during the day and esteblishing 3 combat patrols
(luring hours of davkness, -1/18 Inf continued to defenfi IOC NINH eonducting i Co
siz? 82D opn to the SSE which was exbracted by helicoplter, During the opn B Co
Iogebed wholt oppsared to be some type of VC construction consisting of punji
boles and eeversl 185¢ in diameter by 10t deep holes vic XU755061, Two plab

A

n

-

0

.5ize opne were conducted by 1/18 Inf to the N and W of LOC NINH without eontacte
vring hours of darkness 4 combat patrols were established, 1/4 Cav (=) defended

©

EON QUAN and conducted a S&D opn to the W of HON QUAN utillzing attached Inf Co
while the Sgqdn conducted maintenance, A% 211040H a plat size recon patrol was
¢ispatched to vic XT69990L to check on damage t5 a bridge by earlier opns,

22 July - Bdo eomtimied to defend QUAN LOI/HON QUAN/LOC NINH and conducted
cpn SAN DIEGO/EL PASO III in coordination with GVN units to clear Huyy 13 from

- KON QUAN (XT75¢8) S So vie TAN KHAL (XT7676), secure US/ARVN Engr Det repalring
- Fwy 13, and cover withdrawsl of US/ARVN Engr Det upon completion of operation,

ihe opn consisted of two task forces, LEWANE- and HATHAWAY, TF LEWANE was come
roeed of 1/4 Cav {=)y A & C Co of 2/16 Inf{w=)}, US/ARVN Engr Det, 1 Co 1/ Inf
(ARVN), 3/1 Cav (ARVN) and MEDCAP Team, Bde supporting trps were the 8/6 Arty
{=), LIGHTHORSE Asglt Arty, B Btry 1/7 Arty, 128th Airmobile Co, and 24 Flat,
1z% MP Co, Rapid Reaction Forces were 1/28 Inf (US), 1/18 Inf (US), and 1/9

- Inf (ARVN)s The opn commenced at 220930H when IF LEWANE elements crossed the

8P, IFlements of IF IEWANE contimed to mows S along Hwy 13 securing Base I
a7 221C07TH withoub contact, ITF HATHAWAY moved behind TF IEWANG, passed thru
Base I and moved behind C 1/4 Cav to seccure Base II ot 221019H. At 221027H,

- both Bass I and Base II were secured by TF HATHAWAY, AL 221044H L/H cammenced

‘1t inko Base II closing ab 221130H, Lift of I/H into Base I eammenced ab

 922156H and was completed at 221226H, TF IEWANE continued moving S and secured

LINE LONDON, Engr elements arrived abt bridge location o 221.307H axd began

. pepeir worke At 221318H, TF LEWANE was instructed to dispatch a patrol to
Jocate 1 US MIA from an earlier opn, AY 22145/ mission was completed with yee.

-rains being recovered and identified, TF LEWANE continued to secure bridge
rite for Engr elements ard TF HATHAWAY ‘o sccure Base I, Base II and B /7

oty ab XT778822 without contact, Engr elements completed mission at 221630H
cend TP LEWANE ond HATHAWAY conmonced te move back N along Huy 13, At 221519KH
gactraction of L/H £rom Bese II began and was completed ot 221600H, Extraction
Srom Base I began 2216/9H and was completed at 221724He B 1/7 Arty began

tioving ab 227800H and closed QUAN LOX ot 221835H. TF HATHAWAY releaned ARVN

vlerments ab HON QUAN ab 22182CH ond closed QUAN LOT gt 221915H. TF 1EWANE
errived ab CP 48 vie eccords MT763807 where 1 VCS was apprehended by ¢ 3/L Cav
0 2SN, A 221847H, oll elements of TF LEWANE elosed HON QUAN withoud
furthzr combacts 1/28 Inf defended QUAN LOI perimster until retuwrn of 2/16 Inf,
Paring hours of dovkness 2/16 Inf and 1/28 Inf defended nssigned sectors of
CTAN 7O perimeter ond estoblished 6 combat patrois, 1/15 Inf defended LOC
UINE conluoting 3 doylight petrols to the ¥, S, & E, Co A moved oub and RON
Yo LU75907L and established a patrol base ard conducted opnse During hours of
Carkness 5 ccubat pairols were established,  In conjunciion with SAN DIEGO/EL

- PASO III, o MIDCAP woz held ot TAN KHAT (XTi65775)s 150 personnel were trested,
200 bers of scop and an estimated 200 flaog P~chirtez & hlack shorts were issved,
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ogtablishing o patrol basc, conduct

- paireols wore cstablished in the QUill 10X

23 JwWy = The Bde continued Opn EL PASQ IIT defonding HON QUAN/QUAN LOT/

LOG NIFH with minour cnemy comtnobs Dubh the 2/16 Inf and tho 1/28 Inf obw
scrved moverent forward of the QU LOI perimcter during the carly morning
hours of 23 July. At 230145H, 2,20 Inf roported an inciaing riflec grensde.
oxploded vie XT823906 in the Co ¢ defunge nrea and ab 230225H, the unit fired
on movenent o the front of the unit. Wire lincs to Go A weic discovercd

cub ab 2302200 vie XT822912, The 1/26 Inf B Co patrol fired sn suspectod

VC £oxeword of their positin at 2201024, The patrol row-locrbed itsclf 4
opprox 200 neterg N of ol psn and continued heoring movenent to the front
unbil 2302008, 1/28 Inf ~nd 2/1¢ Inf comtinued to sceurce QUAK LOI with

2/16 conducting a plat sizc patrol to the E and 1 Inf/Cov toan prtrol to the
SE, 1/28 Inf conducted 1 compony size petrol W of QUAN LOY, Co € 1/28 Inf
was relioved by 1/4 Cav {~). During houre of darkness 1/22 Inf ond 2/16 Inf
conducted 7 combat patrols, 1/18 Inf continued defending LOC NINH conduciting -
& plat size patrol to the W, Co A departed its RON psn ob 250500H and ’
conducted o villago scarch in conjuneticn with ARVN troops, The company

Toturned to LOC NINH ot 231446H without any incidents, During hours of Qaxk—

Dess 3 combab poatrols were esbablished, 174 Cov (=) comtinued to defond

HOW QUAN esndueting o recon to thu South, 4% 231510H, the patrol spotted
é~5 VO moving N vie XT714833, awwever, they managed to.cvedo US attonpts

=to eopture thess During hours of dorliness 7 combab patrols were cstablished,
‘The MEDCLP Tomn trected 125150 pursomacl in HINH THANI (XU769087) village.
The US ATD Temm distributed approx 1,500 lbe of yaricus itens in AP NINH

" TRANH in conjuncbion with the 1EDCLY Teory

24 July - 2¢ 3dc continucd to defond HON QUAN/QUAN LOI/LOC NINH, The .
2/16 Inf ond 1/28 Inf c-nbinued to defond QUAN LOI with 2/16 Inf conductihg -
2 recon potrols to the B and S without centacts 128 Ind rchearscd Opn
SMLSHER IT o reinforec HON QUAN in cvent of obttack. Blenents closed QUAN.
LOI without incident. At 2412230 o prirol was sont oul by the Bn to' check
out arca thot £iring wos roported vie XT775828 with acpotive rosults, s
During hours of darkncss 7 combot pabrols wewo ostoblished in the QUAN LOI -
2ICoe l/]i% Inf continmasd to defond LOS NIMH wita ninur contaet, 3 Plotoon
sige doylight patrils were sont ouwh to the W, SE and ENIy O 1,(18 apprehonded-
X VOS at 2/1700H vic XT742088 cnd cepturcd L plastic AP mine, 2 night - :
oombat patrols wore csboblishod 1o the 100 FINH arvn,  1/4 Cov (=) defended
HOM QUAN srith negative contacte At 240930 I the Cav (=) cuariwonced rcheoarscl
of their plon to supprrt and reinfuree QUAN LOT in the event it is attackeds
1 meunted deylight patrol was conducted ¥ olong Hay 13 4o the Golden Gote '
Dridge (XT722973)s A&t 2L446H L VCS wes approhondod vie XT724969, Patrol
elosed HOE QUAL without further incidonbg, 3 nlght combot patrols wore
Cloprbenod furwaxd of HOW QUAN nrong

25 July ~ Opn EL PASO IIT contioucd with Bde clements defoending HO QUAYY/
AN LOL/LCC MINH withoub conbtoct, 2715 Inf ond 1L/23 Inf conbinued to defond
QUAN LOT with 2/16 Inf econducting 2 platoon poteols to ohe ME and 8B ¢
and 1/28 Int (D Co) conducted: o eoipory o iion to v M7 L QUAN LOL,
_ Govoburiing o QULN LT,

Co A 1/28 Inf conduched BAGLE FLAG 3 ooFf QUAN LI cxnd auablishod o

po.trol bosc vie XT869868, Lt 2510045 o plot /7 Gew moved ot and linked up
with A Co 1/28 Inf with both clencnts wotureing ot 2516230 5 aleht combot

: - LOL/08 Irr o ootinued the o
foense of LW 5L dispatehing 3 lago o S TR AN : NE, E
end Wowithous eontacte L% 2ULILAIL thoe Fawes clowbo o possltly Ko Ve
‘nent to LAT KHE, 5 combot potecls wc i, LSy
in the LOC WINI arce. 174 Cov (=) e - defond HOI GULN, At 250835H
C 1/4 Cov cnd G 2/16 Inf cseorbed B &/8 Arty Dwon 1O QUL to o firing psn
vic XT6991L, Upon arrival ot the macn ab 2510401, o =&/ 16 scoured the firing
psn and ¢ 1/4 Cav porformed roosr poirols to the N & W, At 2516458, units

“returned o HOW QUAN with vt c.ntnot. Torco cambab potrols were positionod

during hours of darknoss,
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| A
with B Top and to the N with ¢ Trp without contact, Detween O025H to 200240H, '
. /4 Cav (=) reported sporadic movements to the fromt, A patrel was dispabched
2= eddition to the 3 night combat patrols already oute One of these patrols
haezma engaged for a short time resulting in one US WIA: Another men was 1lne
Jured mot as a result of hostile action; both required medeevacs

g 21 July « Bde continued Opn EL PASO III by conducting extensive SD opns ' o
 4n the QUAN LOI/HCN QUAN/LOC NINH areas. 2/15 Inf conducted 3 company size ‘
2D opns to fae E and S of QUAN LOI without contact and established 4 combab

~ patrols during hours of darkness, 1/28 Inf (=) continued o defend QUAN IOIL
conducting local security opns during the dsy and establishing 3 combat patrols
@uring hours of darkness, 1/18 Inf continued to defend IOC NIMH eonducting 1 Co
sizs 82D opn to the SSE which wos extracted by helicopber, During the opn B Co ?
Iogated who' appeared to be some type of VC eonstruetion consisting of punji

‘ghazes and several 18¢ in diameter by 10! deep holes vie XU755C6le Two plat

_5i=3 opns were conducted bty 1/18 Inf to the N and W of LOC NINH without conbacte

‘During hours of darkness 4 combot patrols were established, 1/4 Cav (=) defended

. HON QUAN and conducted a S&D opu to the W of HON QUAN utilizing abtached Inf Co

whils the Sqgdn conducted maintenance, A4t 21N040H & plat size recon patrol was

dispatched to vie XT69990L to check on damage to a bridge by eerlier opns, IR

22 July - Bde contimued to defend QUAN LOI/BON QUAN/LOC NINH and conducted
opn SAN DIEGO/EL PASO III in coordination with GVN unils to clear Hwy 13 from
HON QUAN (XT7588) S to vie TAN KBAI (XT7676), secure US/ARVN Engr Det repairing
vy 13, and cover withdrzrel of US/ARVN Engr Det upon completlon of operations L
The opn consisted of two task forces, LEWANE- and HATHAWAY, TIF LEWANE was come |
posed of 1/4 Cav (=), L & C Co of 2/i6 Inf{~), US/ARVN Engr Det, 1 Co 1/9 Inf - B
{ARVN), /2 Cav (ARVN) and MEDCAP Team, Bde supporting trps were the 8/6 Arty o
{=)p LIGETHC""T Aslt Arty, B Buxy 1/7 Arty, 128th Adrmobils Co, and 24 Plat, '
ish MP Co, Lcoid Reaction Forces were 1/28 Inf (US), 1/18 Inf {US), and 3/9 . .-

Inf (ARVN}, The opn commenced at 220930H when IF IEWANE elements crossed the C
SP, FElements of TF LEWANE continued to move S along Huwy 13 securing Base I o o

o7 221007H withows contoct, TF HATHMWAY moved behind TF LOWANE, passed thra |

Pese I and moved behind € 1/4 Cav to secure Base II at 221019H. At 221027H,
hoth Base I and Base II were sacured by TF HATHAWAY. A% 221044H I/H commenced
7ift into Base II elosing abt 221130H, Lift of L/H into Base I commenced ab ;
923156H ard wos completed at 221226H, TF LEWANE comtinued moving S and secured
 ILINE LONDON, ZEngr elements arrived at bridge location ab 22L307H and begon
Depair work, A 221318H, TF LEWANE was instructed to dispatch a patrol to :
Jocate 1 US MIA from an earlier cpn, A% 2215/ mission was completed with re« i
Doins being recovered and identified, TF IEWANE continued to secure bridge R
- pite for Engr elements and TF HATHAWAY to secure Base I, Base IIL and B /7 ' T
Mty ob TTTI2822 without contact, Engr elemsnts completed mission at 221630H
ard TP ISWANE and HATHAWAY commenced to move back N along Hwy 13 At 221519H
‘extrastion of 7/H from Base II begon and wog completed at 22L00CH, Extrgetion:
Drem Zeze T begon 2216/45H and was completed et 221724H. B 1/7 Arty bsgan
oving ab 227800H and closed QUAN LOI at 221835H, TP HATHAWAY released ARVN.
Wererhs ot HON QUAN at 221820H ond closed QUAN LOI ot 221915H, TF LEWANE L
corived ab GP A% vie coords XT767307 where 1 VS was apprehended by C 1/4 Cav
o 220731 H, At 222845H, all elements of TF LEWANE closed HON QUAN without o
Zurbher contact, 5/28 Inf defended QUAN LOI perimeter until retwrn of 2/16 Inf,
Duzwing hours of dorkness 2/16 Inf and 1/28 Inf deferded assigned ssctors of '
PUAN IOT perimster ond established 6 combab patrols, 1/18 Inf defended L

Ll et

- UIIE conTusting 2 doylight patrols to The W, 8, & B. Co A moved out and RON ,
wie IU759071 and estaoblished a patrol base and condueted opns. During hours of

Qorlmess 5 combst patrols were established, ~ In conjunction with SAN DIEGQ/EL -

BASO ITI, n MIDCAY wos held ot TAN KIAIL (XTP0E775). 150 personnel were treabeds .

700 bars of Sonp ard an estimoted 200 flpg Teghiris & block shorts were lssueds
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29 July = Bde conblnuo.. ETReLoM HUN QUATY Guse IOI/ 10 NINH sith
niror contocts 2/16 Inf (=) and 1/28 Inf continucd to dofend assigned sco-
tor of QUAH LOI defunsc porimecter conducting 6 night combab pabrols withe
out cunboeh, 2/.L6 Inf (-) r-~~nc,u“u\,'l latorite pit sccurity debail and corws

ducted 2 plot sizc roe.n prirels oo LSE cnd ENBE without cinbocte A rolne

foreccd squrd wns zont o 1nvr..,r3:‘ e tae reported VO locotion vie XTE3R908

‘ead on crrivel found no indieatd v of VO wotivity. 1/20 Inf conducted 2 T
cuipany size patrols Lo the M ~2 S of QUAN LOT wi‘t‘-ﬂu‘c smbacte 1/18 Inf
¢ mbinued to dofond LOC HINH conducting 4 squrd size pobrasls to the W, I\IE

E, and S, A £ifth potrel compooed of the 1/18 recm 131»% cad C.EDG Co do
prrted LCC ITEITI for an RON pon vie ».U‘78lC/ 2 without ¢ nbret, 1/18 p:.trz)ls
cpprehended 1 VCS vie XUW07085 ot ?9090011 and 2 sceund VOS vie XU762106 c

291019H. 1 pcbrol from o B l/ll.) discovered three hand gronsdos rigged o

bochy brops mind atbached to trocs vie XU774078, Six conbrb pabrols wero
p)olcl rod in the LEC NING axoc Guring the night, 1/4 Coxw (-) continuod to
defon? HOU OU./L /LN LOC conducting 2 .1r.un'ou“l recon potrols bo the W & SW of
O QULY without cneny contoct, conbined db/LI‘V‘\T cutpost leeated on hill
( {T757899) r\,c‘d 5-.6 1*c." of siipoer fire fron an unknown nunber of VO
vic £T7488%5 ond: XT748004 b ._j,ulu;: 293 505Hs  The VO were cnsrged by both
MG and Axby firc, with unknown risulto, Tws coobat pabrols wero dl.;,;.tchcd
Ior tho nisiat,  The MEDCAR Tocn troctod 40 porsonc in vie of the loterite

;.F’

- pit (AT 2843).

30 July = 24 Bde esntinucd Opn BL PASO ITT defonding HON QUAN/QUAN Lot/
LCC NINH without conboet, Ab 2015151, Speeiali Ferecs Cum 110N QUAN, roported
informntion roceived froun 2 sources Llocating o Vo plot vi XT722994, .;b' ppiag
trucks cod lembrotins inforning then ey o uld ...ss 30 u%b;xt that the
rocd wuld be eloscd on 31 J uly 66, AL 30L740H, L VCS wos opprchended vie
XT8239L, without proper identificobic n., 2/1 Inf (=) cxd 1/26 Inf conbinuod.
%o defend QUAT LOL with /16 Inf (=) conducting siz squad size OP's cond
nsewaing respenaibility for dofonsé of ontire QUAN LOT perimchor ob 300620H,
During hours of durknessy 2/16 Inf (=) conducted 6 combeh pobrols forwerd
of the perinctor, 1728 Inf combinued to dofond casipned soebsr of QUAN LOT
*)crn'lz;tcr vt il 300020H LAt BOOIAG;I Dn was 2loerted t> Ve to LAT KHE,
it 3006458 the 1ift comwnesd w ith lagh clenonte elocad ing QUAY LOI ot 300915H.
1/18 Inf c outimed $o defond LOC HIHE conducting 4 uz)ulfn'»:, roinforecd squad
regon povrods without combocet, At 30U800H, n IFXP was droppoed into on IZ
and noved s RO psa vie XbbBZO’?’S@ The recon pdnt 1oh u.rnc;l fron o 2 doy
opn with CIDG Co hﬂvn.nb bod megobive contoct, 1/18 csteblishod o 36 hour
0P vic XUE65095, 1/4 Cav (~) c.itimued b5 deivnd HON QUAN/AY LOC conducting
two doylight recon prir.ls trp size B the W, SW, and to the SSE with neg
conbrot, 2 nlght cmabet patrols wore seinbiished in the cron during hours

>

w2 Anrkinest,

31 July « Dle eontinucd Opn 5L 2480 ITX défending [ICY OUAI\/OUIA\T o1/
LCC NI with vt eonbuct, The 2/ ‘.6 g o ) end 1/28 Inf conbvimued o dufond
QLLJ\T LOL perimster eonducting 6 wight 2t priecls duriing hoare of darknoss,
/28 Inf roturned to QUAN LOI - ‘-.Ll,i 37 brs md w¢ 31155 '.Ssumc,d 0 5ponsim
bility for its assn.rned soet. T of the dofunsive porinutore 2/16 Inf (~)
cmuuctbcl 6 reinfureed pquad size roe.w pobrole covering tae oroo forward
of the QUAIT LOY defongn perilivbtor for o distonecs of pPIs 1,200 i withuub
cont: .ct., A LERP conglsting of US/" DG operconeel wos alriife.d drde en I
vie YT605814 ot 3L ’641;'_-' with o BT o il ivge  1/18 T continued to defond
LOC FINI eos L'.J."'tl o four roi .Jccnd W ostoe coonecweels bo the NW, Wy
NE, 8 B withoub on cm‘) wnu.,(.., Boiou ’ on 30 July
reburned ot 311L6L0H without. B eoudueted o
reem N odong vy 13 64 the 5 without eontoots
During hours of dorknoss, ., Biliohod in the arcte
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L Aug 24 Bde ecantinacd Opn UL PASO ILX do.tc.n(l.n( 10E QUAN/QUAN LO.[/ .«
LOC NIN with minor ﬁmcn.g, e ibant, - The - < 16 Juf (=) and 1/28 Inf continued '
t.o defend IO QUL ¢ondueting & ormbob pots Jl.: Jduring howes of darkness
Loxrwerd of tho pcr:m.guo,r@ 2/.6 Inf \w) ¢ wmetod o roirforead squed sizo
GOl
ol

conbat potr.les o the B without ooty '.[‘ho IRET acde conboet with on
cstinnted 10 VO vie XTH6734¢ of OLL355H, Esbincie 1 WG LIl {prob), L WO
Wlu, L esstured US carbine and L S84 wpn ok type,  The WP wops oxtroctod
ot 0454 withoub J.uri‘hc,r contrets  L/2% Tn? conducted two doylight roine
foreod cquodl size rocn potrols toothe Woand 8 of QUAE LOY with nog cunbiobe
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108 Inf continued  defond LOC HINI wibll exbracts . by ~irlift, At = 2 & 6.

231 23t «lemends of L/18 ninus trains wore lifted to QUAN LOI elosing
323 I, LY Lslt Arty comcncod 1ift subt of LOG KO ot 0108251 and
casscd QUAN LCT ot 0117151, B 2/33 Arby 1ift was c.mpleted ot OLLA05H,
1738 R ob QUAY LOY and conduet ncintenopecs  1/4 Cov (=) enmbimiod 4o
Gofend TOE QUAN/AN LOC with 1 Ing/Cov Temml2 plat sizc)esndueting opns to
Lick up with 2/16 IRRP widceh wns oxtrocted, 2 aumbrt patrols wore
wid during hours of darknose forwerd of the perimctor, '

fur - 20 3do continved Opu LL .80 IIT with the initiction of Opn -

FID oot DRO222Y with Il o wvencnt of TF MeGIFIERT thruu-h the SP and on
e plenned firing pens ob BOLW WIDSKEY, L6 0200201, TF LEWALNE .

s the 8P £01lowed by TR HATIAWLY ob O210L0H, At CRL053H, TF LEWAMNE -

; At
sucnd nine exploded vie XT748758 d-nnging one whicle cnd wotnfe
wn, Ly 021700H, TF HATHAWAY hod cstoblished its plonned RON pon
pabrols had beer dispriched throughout the creg,  IF GOODWIN
hicle b9 its scloeted RON pon vie CF 15, At 021755H L/H clononts
1i8% into TF GOWIN ROV pon and clooed at 021343H,  TF LEWLIE

=t its scleg®ed RO Hon ot M, DELTL at 1SI0H, AlL clononts

RNt 1s =nd sceurcd cosignod 470 and Puy 13, 1/28 Inf assunod
cap. for the QUAN LOL/MON QULH defense orea ot 020700He Co B

[$]
15

i ved b HO0H Q,ULN/ALP-I LOC nnd c.ndueted local scecurity opns ostablishing
night combot paircl and 5 LP's furmgwrd of the perdmetere In the QUAN )
LOI nver, 1/28 Iaf (=) conducted 2 Crglight patrols to the 8 nnd N cnd totobe - %
lished 5 nigit e.mbat pobtrols forwsxd of the perimoter, withoub econtoct, - 70
Lt 02094515, D Trp, 1/4 Cov gun tecn moaceived LW fire vie XT715775 suffiring -
no doneges,. During thedegts epeirbiong 2 L8 mines «nd L ¢l-ymwre niho R
Jere copturcd cad destroyode :

gk

3 Luz ~ 23 Do continued Opn BL PASO ITI and Opn CHEYNNE. 1728 Inf
{-, continued to sceurc QUAN LOTI brisu econducting 6 OP's fwd of baso area
and 3 aight combat potrois without cotbacte B Co 1/28 Tnud _
ventinued $o sceurc HON QUAN/AY LC cunducting locnl scewrity Aduring doy= .
Ligt hours »nd 1 night conbat pobtrol in the orea during the hours of dork-
Lo pess without conbact, A% 030730 H, T¥ LOWANE sborted noving S 4o sceuro
TRy 13 toward Obj X-RAY, At 0307241, 1ift of L/H courmoneed from vie CP 15 -
to Obj DELTA, TF GOMWIN begon newving by fo:t from CP 15 to Obj DELTY '
elosed ond sceured it ob 031L00E ~d Bogrn noving N be livk-up with IF
[TMARD wFieh yog noving S along Iy 13. Elements of 4 2/16 s bogon noving
S fron Obj X=RAY ond ot 031218H mede o linkeup with ARVN clenents noving N
wlong Huy 13 £roo CHON THAllHe At 0315316H the rond was cpen and uscble wnd
ot approx 031615H, convoys frem the S bugon cntuering the 22 Ddo AO with
l-st cleuents closing HGI QUAN ob 032(25H, The convoy asved thru 24 Dde -
A0 yithout incident, At 0314001 A 2/16 Inf located 1 AT iwne vic XT766685
ond destroyed it, At 0314203 A 2/1¢ ~uffored L US WIL os o rosuld of wxwy
firc, TF GODWIN ot 020740H loeccted wnd destroyoed 1 AP mine vie XT765735,
TP IEWANE lpcried and destroyed 2 clymires vie XT766720 ot 03L040H, 1 AT
nine vie XT765720 ond 4 AP nincs vie XT76671% ob 031L4CL,  [A1 units coiw
:tj.nucal t¢ conduct pabtrols and sceure Hey 13 in assigned AOt's, IFT in U=
port of opns roceived AW firc wic XT75L768 ot 031605He 20 LFT in suppert
of Bde opns roceived 1 »d SA& fire vie XT762758 ot 0318201, Ide Mis nohnoed
o OF vic XT765821 withouf conboct, D Trp 1/4 Cav ploced undor OPCON of
Bde ot 031355H conducted 1 lightuing bug nission ond 1 STARLIGHT mission,

.
e

£ fng - 24 Bde conBinved Opn EL PASO III with the completion of Opn

CIEYENNE convoy and roef security =~ - elements wommenced movement of
resurfacing material aly 040646H.- Dy 040845, the 2 Bdels portion of i

13 had been cleared andi repaired sufficiently for the southbound sonvoy to
begin moving, Iead elzments of the convoy crossed the SP vie IION QUAN at
009108, T# GOCDWIN and TF HATIAWAY conducted Esgle Fliguts throughout

their AOte returning ot 0411551 without enemy conbacts At 0410590 an
_estimated 6 VC were ohgerved vic X1792792 and taken under Tire by light fire
Loans Ao A% 041410H, TF GOCDWIN :received SA fire from the vie XT770746,
res:lbing in 1 US Wih, Firs cordimed sporadically until 041427H at whien
%ime a rifle prensde was fired lsto Lriendly psns withoub inflicting casualbies,
The arca from wilch $he SA fire end rifle grenade originated was taken ‘
wniler suppressive f£ire by gun siips wirich placed a heavy volume of fire,

. both machine gun end rockets, inte the suspscted enemy location,

mgLAssxFIEu
. -




L% D4U451E, two 60mn e wers fired into friendly pems and both alr strikes |
and arhy were oalled for, Friendly air placed its erdnonesy on the area B ]
of Huy 13 (XPry0746), and ou completion of the air girikes, oarty fire wos dee
livered into the aresn, At O41522H the L/H atry commenced nixlift from psm- '
PELLA back to QUAN IOL, completing the movement ab 041625H, Following the
tovenent which was completed at 0415625Y; and usiliy | the same aireraft, TF

00DWIN begmin its air movement whica woz completed abt 041720H, TF HATHAWAY
somnenced its move N along Hwy ot Q4L735H and abv Q4R00TE nade a coordingbed

move with TF MeGIFFRRT back do GUAN LOI. A1l convoy slemenis returned to 24

“2g AO without incident, TF IEWANS 1/4 Cztv (=) commenced moving from 24 Bde

£0 &% O41500H ard wpen leaving the Bde 40 was detached from the 24 Blss B Irp
Zemained with the 2735 Inf and refurned wo HON QUAN with one company of the

2/16 Inf (=), 1722 Iof (=) contimed to deferd FUAN LOL conducting § night
combat patrols in sector &Her 2/16 Infiy clssure, I8 Int positioned local
¢zeurity during the day at both QUAN LOL and CN QUAN, MELCAP Team treebted . . .
egprox 150 personnel and gave approx 165 cholevz shobs in TAN KHAL (XT767770)e

. 5 Aug e 23 Bde continued Cpn BL PASO TIF deleniing HON QUAN/QUAN LOI/Lm '
NINH without cortact, The 1/28 "nf, 1/18 Inf ond 2,15 Inf (=) contimued to
defend QUAN LOI gondueting G combat patrols fwd o perimeter during hours of
darkness without contacte 2716 Inf {~} defended assigned ssctor of QUAN LOI
eorducting 2 plat size daylight patrols to the W and N without contact, C 2/16
ond B 1// Cav moved from HON QUAN/AN LOC to esteblish a fwd arty base vie XT -
745932 to support LOC NINH, 21/18 Inf deferded assizaoed semtor of QUAN LOIL conw
dueting 3 daylight patrols to the W, MW, & ¥ withou coubact, A LERP was o
dropped in an AO wvic Huy 13, 5 km & of LOG NINH extandirg 35 km S down Huy 13- .
ard 2 km on either side of Hwy 13s  The pabtrol was dropped In ab 051303H, and
vas extrected ab 051740H, At O51340H, e 0 hody ez found vie XU723015 and
- geveral SA 1ds weve hsard, A VOS wus rpprchended en 2517251 vie XUT732037. " o
'3f28 Dt defendid assigned sectur of QUAN LOL and msintcined on  min glert = .

thatus to move to LOC NI, X ZRRF was Lifeed inmto AD 8 ol 1/i8 Inf AO, Ab .
C516455, L VC body woc found wie XT7220 with oxpended sartridges naar the bodys -
2/18 Iaf defonded LOC NINI upen slisars, 2418 was cormitted te 100 NINH when ~ o

ADVN PF elemente N of LOC NIMK same under abuvask for the 24 night in a row,
Tha Bn comonced its 1ift imbe LOC NIMH an O5ILSSE und elosed at O51520H with
traing to follow as Lift becams svailable, “ho Bn (=) dsiunded LUG NINH airw ,
£ield without gombast, © 2718 woved fros LG HINE Yo 12 vie XU742062 ab 051343H.
end gecured it and premared w ressive IH plab. I 1ifted into its arty base
vic XU742062 olosing ab O5L1AH3CH, 24 Plab Upts couducied a CP vie XT785888
and 422 perzoha and 92 vehiaise wure chacked, MEDCAF was conducted at Montagnard
villege necr Iaberite pil (XTT79H0LL), tneabod 50 wel, gave 50 children
shirds, dook 50 blood semples for maloris and distriuted 200 los of miscellan
-cous canned Loods, -

. & Avg = Bde conbinved Opn BL PASC IIY asfendisg HOE QUAN/QUAN LOT/LOC
WO +3th 2/16 Inf (=), 38 Taf wmad 343 Tof guntios’ay o defend QUAN LOI
condushing & combat patrols durirz hours of drrknessy /106 Inf (=} continued
to defend azsigned sasvor of QUM I plut 218 recon pobrols to
the B end 82, 1 plat slze BAGLE ¥ 4:d Labe av 18 iy BTG5
Taa patrol moved to PI wic ZTBLZLL rotonn N JUl without contagbe
Team Cherdie (G 2/36 ond B 1/4 Covi combimued we Twd orky base to the N -
of HON QUAN, Team Charlie conductod 3 nighi zowhmb vobyols in the vicinitye

3/18 Inf defended asaigned AR conlistine % plat size
patrsls to the W, NI & N, 4. po . rom - awr 2l ¥ Vo8 wvie XTE10913
2% OHII00H  ond A 3/78 matrol "ok NS wio PIuBOLY b 061300, 1/18 Inf

ingsried 2, 5=7 monm LR inbo en A0 W 00 hus Jad I Tendge vie MIVOF9S3 and
vie YE0956 without conteedb. 1728 Inf sordimued to defend assigned sector
- of QUAN LOI porimater ecomiucituyy o piat pabrols I of porimeter and alxw = -
Jifting o %% man LEP dnte ap A0 W ol T IR Eridge vic XT740995 without
comtact, 2718 In? (=) eontimad to defend LU NOWH udefisld condueting 2 night
patrols Hud of the phvimeters O 3/18 continmued to d:lend I/H olement in its
{iring pen vic XU7A%N52, L pled elze patrel vith an 11 men Engr detachment was
airkifted irco an A% vic XU/I1I00 at CALLICH, Tue patrol reached the IZ abt
0814410, secured At by O6M30H aw' fhhe Enge detackment t.en cecomplished their
czatering mission on Huy 13 ab thab losabioun, The slemest wos extracted withe
out ineidernt, o ‘

k)




AS 041513, two 60 mn rds were L£ired intoe friendly pens and both air gtrikes
and arty were called for. Friendly air placed its ¢rdnence. on the area
E of Buy 13 (XT 770746), and on canpletion of the air strikes, arty fire

was delivered into the area. At 041522H, the L/H arty comnpnced airlifi
from psn DELTA back to QUAN LOI; completing the movement at 041625H, = Followw
ing the movement which was completed ab 041625H, cnd using the samo e.‘lrércfh;
LP GOCDWIN began its air movement which was completed abt <. O41720H, TF
SATHAWAY commenced its move N along ity ab 041735H amd at 04R2007H, made a

moordinated move with TF MsGIr B21 back to QUAN LOI, AlLL convoy elements re-
tunned to 22 Dde AO without incident, T# LEWANE 1/4 Cav (-) caumenced moving

£rom 24 Bde AO at 04150CH and upon leaving the Bde AO was detached fran the
24 Bde, 3B Trp vemaihed with the 2/15 Inf and returned to 0N QUAN with one
company of tihe 2/16 In® (=), . 1/20 Inf () continued to defend QUAN LOI

0

 ¢onducting 5 night combat patrols in sector after 2/16 Infis closure, 1/28.

Inf positioned local sceurity during the day atb both QUAN LOI and HON QUAN, -
MEDCAP Teanm trcated approx 150 persennel and gave approx 105 cholera shots
.fi.n TAN IGIAT (1151‘767’77030 '

: 5 Aug- 2d Bde contimued Opn LL PASO III defending HON QUAN/! QUA.'N Loxr/
LOC NIMH without combacts The 1/28 Inf, 1/18 Inf and 2/16 Inf (=) continued
to defend QUAI! LOI conducting 9 combat patrols fwd of perimeter dwring

‘hours of darkness withou:t contact, 2/16 Inf (=) defended assigned sector of

‘QUAN LOI conducting 2 plat size daylignt patrols to the W and N without
contact, * C 2/16 and B 1/4 Cav moved from HON QUAN/AN LOC to establish a

fwd arty base. vie XT745932 tc support LOC NINH, 1/18 Inf dcfended assigned
gector of QUAN LOI conducting 3 daylight patrols to the W, IW and N without
conbacte A IRRP was dropped in an AO vie Huy 13, 5 km S of LCG NIMI extends
ing 3: km S down Hwy 13 and 2 km on either side of Huy 13, The patrol ‘
was dropped in at 051303H, and was extracted at O51749H, At 051340H, a VC

body was found vie XU723016 and several SA rds were heard. A VCS was appre=

 hended at 051725H vic XU732037. 1/20 Inf defended assigned sector of QULY

LOI and was maintained on 30 minute alert status to move to LOC NINH, 1
IRRP was liftod into AOQ o .sf 1/18 Ind AO, At 051645H, 1 VC body was found
vie XT7226 with expended cartridges ncar the body. 2/18 Iuf defended LOC
NIMH upon closure, 2/18 was committed to LOC NIMI when ARV PF elements N
of LOC Hiiil ecame under attack for the 2d nigh® in a row, The Bn commenced
its 1ift into LOC WINH at 051115 and closed atv 051520 with trains to ,
follow as lift teceme available, The Bn {~) defended ti:c LOC NINA airfield

without combtact, C 2/18 moved from LIC HINH to IZ vic XU742062 at 051341H -
" and secured it and prepared to receive L/H platoon, L/ lified into its arty.

- base vic XU742062 closing at 0515630, 2d Plat, lst MP's conducted a CP -

 vyic XT785883 and 422 persons and 92 vehicles wore checked, HuDCAP was CODm

ducted at Monbagnard village near latorite pit (XT798844), treated 60 per-
gonnel, gave 60 children shirts, took 50 blood samples for molaria and dis-
tributed 200 lbs of miscellancous canued foods, :

5 Aug = Bde continued Opn EL PASC IIT defending HOW QUAL/QULN Loy/
LCC NING with 2/16 Inf (=), 1/18 Taf and 1/28 Inf contimuing to defend
QUAN LOT conducting 8 combat patrols during hours of darkicsss 2/16 Inf
{~) eontinued to defend assigred sccbor of QUAN LOI conducting 2 plat size -
recon patrols to the B and SE, L plat size BAGLE FLIGIT was conducted into

~an L7 vie XT857975, The patrol ioved to a Pz vie XT840945 returning to :
© QUAN L.OI withoub combact, Team Charlic (C 2/16 and B 1// Cav) contcinucd %o

tecure fwd arty base to the N of IOk QUAY, Tm Charlie. conducted 3 night .
sombat patrols in the vicinity, 1/13 Inf defended assigned scctor of QUAN
«0I perimeter conducting 3 plab sizc patrols to the Wy IW & N, A patrol
frem © 2/19 apprebended 2 VCS wic ZISL0913 at 06LL00H and A 1/18 patrol
piciad up L VCS vic XT 78513 ob 0613004, 1/18 Inf inscried 2, 5-7 man
ILRRP into an AOD & of the CAM IE Bridge wvie XT707953 and vic XT750946 without
contact, /20 Inf continued to defuind assigned scetor of QUAN LOI perimcter

Ceondugting 2 plab size patrels § of porimeter and odrlifting a 5.7 man LORP

into an S0 IT of the CAMIE Bridge vic LT740995 without contaect, 2/18 (~)
corvimued to defend LOC NIMI airficld conducting 2 night combat patrols fud
¢f tho perimeter. € 2/18 continved to defend L/H elemont in its firing psn

i XU742052, X plat size patrol with an Ll man Engr detachment was aire

Iifted into an IZ vie YU711190 at 001430H.  The patrel roached the 12 ab

N I - 3 v A - : .
- 0%1441H, sccured it by 06L450H and ©l.o Engr detachment then aceomplished

their eratering mission ¢a Hwy 13 ab thol location. Tho eloment wos X

wraciced without incident.




.-

i D? 7 hng - 23 Be conbinued Opn BL PASO IIL with 2/16 1L (=) and 1/28
' " Inf conbinuing to defond assigned sochors of QUAN LOT condueting 9 night
. paubab prbrols fud of the poriucter, 2416 Inf (] eonducted 2 platoon size °
EAGIYE TLIGIHS to an IZ IE of QUAIl LOY, L piaboon moved ¥ approx 6 km and was -
sxtracted » 1 platoon moved Wy foct bagk o QUAN 10I from 1Z. There 57 o
mon LEEP!s wero put imto AO 2/16 approx 15 km SSW of QUAY LOL. Each patrol
was drepped Luto differcnt Lzfs coved on desigrated routes and were oxtracted
from 3 different 1Zts, At 07118l L W tocated & foxholes, 3 overheed
shelbers wnd Some documents vie XT663328, Tm Charlie sontimied to defend
D Btry &/6 fud arty base vie 77492 conducting 2 deylight mounted rocon.
patrols to the W and W withoul coubaste 1 clemcrt of T Charlie was dise .
patohed te the W of the Arty base to check out o sugpectod VO lgocatione ™
-dofonded QUAN LOI arca sondudbing 3 plat size recon potrols to the W and He
Thrce B man LIPS were Gigpiocied Yo an A0 approx 20 km W of QUAN LOL,
© Pnits wont inho 3 difforcnt Tt s and were oxbrocted £rom 3 difleront Pite
srithout contaste, L/18 Ind wos crovted {or movoment back bo CAIP GO,
1/2% Inf dofended nssigned suotor off (AT LOI condueting 2 company size
‘opns to the S withoubt eonboau. 2/ Taf (=) ecatioued to defend LOC WINH
adrficld in coordinabion witn ARE ta, % plab size doyliont patrols
wore condneted to tihe 5B wifhoat contact, G 2/13 corbinuic to scoure the
1% in ety pso vie XUTAR206% without comiact, &% O718455, the 1/18 -2
flying VR of 2de A0 rcecived 1 xd S4 i vie ¥T763002 doing vory minor
dmage to the aireraft, A% 0716251, LT roceived 84 fire vie XT669944
Fire wns rotwmmed with wik wesulbs,  The viliage of PHU aNG 2 (X1811927)
was visitod with an AF MIIPIAP feem, D Yoric, ad assistonts from 1/18 Inf,
Sceurity was provided by 1/16 and astoched MPs, 120 porsonnel wero troated,
, 120 cholera shobs and 75 o¥her ghobs for minor aiimonts werc given, 4An '
/ exaess of 200 1lbs of esnnmed milk cad Diits wero digbributods o

8 Aug .. 2d Bde continued Opn B0 dofonding 0N QUAN/QUAN w1/
LOC NINH sithout centacte 2/16 [0 - i 4o scoure assigned sector
of QUAN LOT ond conducted L plab sizo pabeot to tho Be 4D 0g125zH unit was .
clerted 5 assuns the dofomte ar”fhe onbird Pdringtor on o chatdh § Lug when

128 Inf & T8 Int dopartud, 215 daE somn 3 pight corbab patrols

 fousrd of pons, J3/18 Ini comsenced @lrlifh upné to voburn bo CAMP CUD atb
082.010H; however, the spn wos temporarily suspondod At 0211224 and all cilw=

v oaopverents of tae /28 Tof. A OB125270 the Br was ordered -

*
i
<140k diverbed to edand :
to assume responsibility Lor thw 1,26 Taf pertion of bthoe QITAIY LOI. defonsoc
perimetor and relicd in ploco wns soconpiished by OR15%6H, Tho Bn remoined
roody o ro-initiobe irlift opns upon comp Lo lon of the 1/40 Tnf movemente
3 night ecibet patrols wore posiiicned fun the orea during the nights 1/28
Inf was clorted for ROVORODT T ab 08112248, L plosped opng :
wore. fmmodicholy caneciled opus curmonce’ ab 0173,  Tho alre .
148 yas completed ot O3LSA3H wita a Gotol of 31 sortics boing fiown by
0wl23, CH-A7 ond CVe2 alrvoralfd. 5/1% Tnf contimed to defend the LOC NN
arca ond conduched onc roinforced squud alze padrel to tho Ee 3 combat
patrols were cmplaced during tac nigite Sibhough tuare Wwog ho CNCWY COk
tact witn U5 troops In hhe arcy, SOmEN, o RPplet nad ccubost with on
oubimatud plot gime VU fore wic TUTICSS . L OWRDCLY yoe conductad abt AP T
TG PHAP (XT8598:8) trcating L0 porsor.; pailed 50 had teott, dssuod 150 hy-
glons kits, 150 Tmshirbs and 150 cherts, Apprex $0,000 loofle 3 wowro dropped -
and o howr Chiou Hoi Tape was playo@ Lo of wrdd soordinabes XT5890, '
TT6350, 5686 and XT6356. -

\

v

9 fug - Bde conbinucd Upn Bh ¥
(«) continund %o secure assigned scol
casunad responsibility for the o wing 001 peviachre T CharJdio seri
1 plat Cav te QUAN LOI to asusist of A0 Ter Lo dn esevwing JUAN LS. 3 .
170t s woro droppod into A0 2/14 approx 25 km SW of QUANT LUI. IRRP will RON
wie XT723733 and be oxtracted on 10 Avg. Toom Charlic conduehod o gexroen

Fpom tho iwd crty dasc N on Huy 13 %o CAM IB bridge with nep conbast, 374 . eoo
5. At 091400H Toam Chaxf2C -

umod ety S of L7 LOG that wos Supporiin
(=) displogod fron il arty base W of AW LOG and protucned bo HON QUAN/AKN
L0 ond cesuued respensibility for sts soty. 3 night comoot patirols wore.
ostablished fud of Tm Charlic psne. 2/16 Inf (=) in QUAH LOT established
3 night coabot natrols, 1/58 You QG ot QUAN LOT detfondlng nssignod. ssctor -
of porimecor wntil 09042H, i O9LU00E U commoncad moving ho CAMP COX
with combai clomenhs closing ot CO210H, En tLralns were mowod lator,

o ' : k] 3
0OTIE with adaer contnnt, o 216 Ind
OUAY LOT perimobor cod ab 090943

s



. ‘ . S HEE e .
carmad USTOWTOWD, BLDOILLDK! rdssionc o LOHG TIUD | sdmg dn pm b 2/2
©. 2/13 Tni (~) continued to sccurc 1,0C MINE airficld corduciing
4ipG Tacoh 1asrols to the B with, nug conbacts Co C 2/18 Inf oad
. T

4 amopnae' S of LOG 0T fren by bosc. 2 night conbol

iy

St ewn coteblished in tho cres during hours of darkness,

] ~

weeses .. 24 Bde ecentinued € KL PASC IIT condueting patrols and ro-
ks, The 2/16 Int poirolled N and E of QUAIN LOL with HHG 24

:Zw . . satrol to tho We Flab of'B 1/4 Cav was dctoched from 2/16 Inf
() o 10137010 And roturncd to Lil LOC. 4 night cambab patrols worc csbob-
harll Pwe ool e QUAN LOI porinoter, 2/18 Inf conducted 3 squad size rocon

Cpatrete to thu 8§ & B of LOC NI withoub contacte C 2/18 and L/H aslt arty -
. oiriificda from LOC NINH to Quid LOL closing ot 11503, Thoe Bn (=) '

comi. 0@ 3ts move using UH-1D's at 102103, Upon closurc i QUAN LOL tho

Ta s mmed regerugibliity for *gho W scetor of tho defonso perimetors

BADCAE 8 wore conducted ob APHUNG LiP (XT876862) and APLULG TEN {X71870262)

L toba: of 140 persens rocoived mediccol trcatmont, and 38 dontal troatments

%o 180 porformeds - The toom issted 34 school kits, 250 flag Twshirts,

*u%) binck shorts, 100 hygionc kits, and 400 bars of soape

s i Ang - 24 Bde continued Opn LL PLSO III with 2 In® Bns and o Cav
Trp,. 7/16 Inf (-) conducted roinforcod squed size potrols i'and NE of QUAN
“L0I. & third patrol was inscrtod Wy helicopter inmto an LZ 8,000 motors HE
~ of QUAN LOI olozing at 11164CH without conbact, 3 eambab patrols were posis
‘%ioncd in scctor dwring hours of darkness, Tm Chorlic conducted mountod rocon -
patrols If and S along Hwy 13 from Ali LOC during the day without contacte
During the hours of darkness 2 combet patrols were conductod by Tm Charlice
2/18 Inf closcd QUAN LOI at 110700M and jmmediately asswied its portion of -

., the Bde defensive perimeters During the doy tho Bn improved defensive

. positions and conductod loccl sccurity opns in zonce 3 combalb patrols woro
~ positioned in scctor during hours of darknoss, A Chicu lioi bope wap broade
easted along Hwy 13 from AN LOC to CHON TULNH, Total time wos 2 hours ond

. gubstance of tape was thet the VG had blown wp the bridge ab TAY O,

. 12 Aug - 24 Bdo contimuced Upn EL PASO IIT with two Bna in QUAN LOI . .
and sn Inf Cav Toum in Hom QUAL ‘axen « 2/16Inf (~) contimod to defond
QUAN LOI ond conducted reinforced aquod size patrols in LOts to thoe NE,

ST and W with 1 plat as sccurity for the lotorite pit and tho Ba (=) on 4
hour o.lcrs as Bdo RRF, Tm Charlic conducted a reute rceon 7 ,000m § of

a1 LOG without comback. 1 platcon of B 1/4 Cav was attoched o & 2/18 Inf,
" and 1 plet B 1/4 Cov provided scourity for Engr dot working on CAll LE Bridgoe
Two combab patrols were positioned during hours of Garkness, 2/18 Inf pro-

vided A 2/18 as Bde RRF to support fii LOC for scourity of & 1/5 Mrty, DBn
(~) conducted Joeal sceurity opns cud was Bde RRF, During hours of darknoss
2/16 Inf {~) and 2/18 Inf (-) conducted 6 night combat patrols im the QUAN
LOI orso. A 2/18 (+) and /5 Lxt wero in support of o ccordinated -
US/LRTY opita 3 ' :

, 13 Aug - EL PASO III conbimwd with samo task organization, QUAN LOT.
combinmed o be defended by 2 Bns oonducting 8 night conbat patrols in tho
QUAX LOI srca o 2/16 Inf (=) conductud 3 plat size patrols o the N, I
& B withowh conbtoeh, 'L snipew sqind wos sent out B.of QUAN LOL ond will
RON vie XT853916, T Charlic contimucd to provide security for 8/6 zrty
() ond HOU QUAN/AN LOG without coutacte A4 fud arty bose,logbaBliuhsd
- duping the rdeypereturned ofter £iring ¥h. 2 combab pabrols were osteblishod
Curing nours oi Gariness, 2/18 w.u conducted 3 plotoon sizo LHRPSS 1o the . !
S M, W& 8 of QUAN LOI without contoct, Toeccl sccurity operations worce COTe . L
Cuabol in the frmodiobe QUAN LOI crec ond Bn (=) acted as Bdo RRF, © 2/18 '
‘appreharded 5 VCS vic XT795920 ot 1212000, Aftor intorrogabion, suspucts
~ were raloascd. A WMEDCAP was conducted vic XT800852 with 100 persenncl
© froated and 100 cholera shobts giwvon, 200 scts of flag Tgzizrbs & shorty

wore Looueda

e

© UNCLASSIFIED;




' p*»-

14 Aug - 24 Ede contJ.nwd O-_>n
av Trp o9
in the A7 LOC arce without

a.nd sontoch,

QUAN LOT cnd conducted 1 plat size recon pak

egbablished QU pene.™nit had ncy contact,

B tean owns, Tho sniper squed returnod ob
assigned scotor oiff
opis wis coirtact, Th
conductcd 1 Taf/Cav rocon
Cav providod sceurity fox
At 1407255 the beom gave
“with approx 60 pcrmn-;cl
cheek point vie XT7898GL
and 247 welhilcles,
pISLY-

Inf cowtinued to defend

L

ppn be the N wit

abtending
~and thc following

15 Aug ~ 2d Bic cormtimued BEL FUL5H0
“conducting o total of 7 night cowm

2/16 Int (-) continued tec defond ossig
gending out 2 muuorc'.,d sqd sizo pooro
e plat that RON in AO BRAVO closcd Qbfm
con'b"'*uc.d g7e DI‘OVld(, qccurluv for

-
ea

(Rt quJ

‘F"LL/CL v\.)f] t)ﬁ.‘vi? 'ﬂ-' l
1,9 In? \b_ ~nd 2/1 Cav (ARVE) to U
Inf (=) o »v.;;.mu,

& reinforcod squad sizo rocoen |
At 1500405, A Co {roing) beg pon ‘.i:r
aipcraft to <

- cowo“*'"'b mn. it CIDG forces,
’/

1 Tiat A/T-l

“U W

1é fﬂ.w - 2d Ble combinu c‘
QUAY LQT cIUE TUANH with Ing
L.;r:w Q(IU A 3lme polrols ¢l

¥
2 ns g
o i i,
- Lotorite pit without o
';na conau"ucd cirmobile urvln;.nrr.,
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18 Aug ~ 2d Bde continu¢d Opn EL PASO III defonding HON QUAN/QUAN LOT
donducting 8 night compat patrols in the arcc without contaocts 2/16 Inf
(=) conducted 3 reinforced squad size potrols to the NiW, IE & E in assignod
scctor of QUAN LOI perimcter without oonbact ond continue to provide sceurity
for Engr loterito pit,  Unit coniinucd nissisn of Bde RRF on 1 hour alcrb,
T Chrrlic conductod two reinforced patrols N ond S of AN LOC on Hwy 13
without combnct, 2/18 Inf (-) conducted 6 LRRIm into on AO W of AWl LOC,
At 18112/H, 2/15 C-1 LRRP investigated on crca which was suspected of being
a VO basc oomp (XT&45934). A scarch of the arca turncd up nog results. IO
2d Bde conductod o squad size recon prorol W of QUAN LOI and ot 181001H
hoord 4 rds SA firc from vie XT798918, A thorough scorch of the arcs was
eonducted with neg results.

19 Avug - 24 Bde continucd to participate in the defunse of HON QUAN/ QUAN
10T with two Inf Bns and 1 Cav Trp. During the doy 2/16 Inf (roinf) ccmmenced
“on BURLTIGTON with on airmobilc assoult on on L2 E of TAU O Bridge. A
2/16 departod EON QUAN ot 190805H and sccurcd fwd orty basc for 8/6 Arty
(=) ab 190905H, Arty immcdictely kegon regzistration, followed by o prep of :
17 BLUE, Tm= Charlic (RRF) deported AN LOC ot 190934H and sceurcd psn ;
CHARLIE vic TAU KHAT ot 191003H, Rocon plat 2/16 (ruinf) landed in L2 BLUE
o 19102431 afber arty prep &24 suppressive fires from armed helicopters in
1% nrco, Tinnl cloments of B 2/16 closcd 1Z BLUE at 191120H with no contocts
TAU O Bridge wos sccurcd by 19122511 and the Engr work detnil and moterials
arrived, Alr strikes were cmployed W of Huwy 13 whilc sccuring the bridge
arca, Engr work was completed ot 191645H with Engr clemonts being oxtrocted ;
followed by B 2/16 at 191748H, 1 Plot of B 2/16 - I ROM S of TAU O Bridge. {
On oxtraction of B 2/16, Tm Chnrlic displaced to fwd arty baso to relicve ) |
A 2/16, L 2/16 closcd QUAN LOI ~t 191930H ~nd assumed portion of deiunsivo |
sochor, Ta Cherlic provided scourity for fud arty base cad Was BRF for ' i
plat RON ot TLU O Bridge arcn, 2/18 Inf ecntinued to sceurc assignad scotor :
of GUAN LOL porimwter and provicud BRde RRF conducting 6 squad sizc pabrols Ny W&
S in scctor, 6 night combat patrols were ostablished fud of QULN LOI porimotore

20 Aug ~ 24 Bdo contimued o perticipate in Opn BL P4SO ITI dofonding

HG QUAN/QUL LOI conducting 6 night combat patrols inm the two arcas. 2/16 ;
Inf (=), 1 plat C 2/16 and 1 ple: B 1/4 Cav defonded the entire QUAN LOI |
nerimeter condueting 3 dnylight patrols to the N, IE, & E without contaat,
T plot thet remained 8 of TAU U Dridge wos uxbroacted ot 201126H without
incident, Tm Chorlic (=) contimicd to sceurc NON QUAN/AN LOC upon closuro
from fud arty basc ob 201245H. 2/18 Inf defonded assigned scctor of QUAN LOI
- perimctor until lift storted ot 200830H. A% 201740H tho 1ift was complcto
2nd the Bn clogcd LAI KHE, came wxlcr OPCON of the 3d Bde as well =s B 1/7 ,
Lxty ivich moved to ILT KIE. . o

21 Mg & 24 Bdo contimed Opn kL PASO IIT defonding LON QUAF/QUAN LOI
with I Inf Bn 2nd 1 Cav Trp conducting 7 night combat patroba fwd of the two
rrange  BAGLS FLIGHTS dropped plet onze patrols in to tho I, E, SE & W with
cloments moving from IZts in eloverleaf patterns with ncg contacte Tm
Cherlic (=) conducted = plat size Tnf/Cov recon patrol to the N, W& S of
AN LOC with neg conbocta

23 Aug — 24 Bde continued to nerticipate in Opn EL PASO IIT defonding
L TOS/QUAL LOL with onc Inf Bn 894 one Cav Trp, 2/16 Inf (=) conducted 3
squad oize recon patrols to the W, il & S without contact, 4 combat patrols
wore conducted in the QUAN LOT orcae Tu "0- 7 Tn Chnrlic continucd o
Gofond HOF QUAN/AN LOC conducting nn Inf/Gav ruute rocon from AN LOC §
& kn thru the rubber W of AN LOC, ¥ to the CAM LE Bridge ~nd roturncd withe
out contuct, Two combab potrols wore ostoblished in the Al LOG arca during
acurs of darknessa

CEATTE D E TRy
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23 Aug = 24 Bde continued Opn EL PASO IIT defending AN LOC/QUAN LOI
without contact, 2/16 Inf (=) continued to defend the eptire QUAN LOI
perimster conducting 1 plat size patrol, 2 reinforced sqd size patrols -
ind dispabehing 1 sniper sqd without ensmy conbacte At 231030H the S=3g

‘" %hru an interpreter, was informed by Montagnards from the village of PHU

(TENG (XT790913) of a dud arty xd thab was recoived incoming ab approx
277100H, An EOD Tm with security eleuents was dispatched to the villagee -
APber dlgging 6t the rd was determined to be imbedded in earth at & dapth -
~F ok loast 5! and was not considered dangerous, therefore it was left in
the ground, Tm Charlie stoodmdown on its planned Inf /Cav patrolling
ission and received mission to remain in AN LOC and be RRF for ARVN ele-
ments oonducting a road clearing opn from HON QUAN to LOC NINH. A tobal of
% coribat patrols were conducted in the HON QUAN/QUAN LOI ares during hours
of darknesss . ' o

2, bug = 24 Ble continued to participate in EL PASO II1 defending
AN TO3/QUAN LOI with one Inf Bn and one Cav Trp until OPCON and responsis
bility for 2d DBde missions was cssumed by lsb Bde at 241305H, 2/16 Inf (=)
initinted thiee reinforced squad size and one plat size patrol and had no -
combact while under OPCON of 2d Bde, Tm Charlie initinted 2 plat Inf/Cav
vecon patrols W of AN LOC in the rubber and N & S along Huy 13 and had no
contact while under OPCON of 24 Bdes At 2/40853H, the 2d Bde commenced
airlift from QUAN LOI to PHU LOI and at 241055H received a mission change

and was divorted to CAMP COX to prepare for future missions, All elements.

of the 24 Dde closed CAMP COX at 241720H,

8, SUPPORTING FORCES:

o a——

(C) a. Artillery: 1/5 Arty (=); 1/7 Arty (=), and 8/6 Arly, which vexe
in Direct Support of the 24 Bde at specified dates throughout this opn,
operated effectivelys The 8/6 Arty (=) was in General Support of the Bde
for the ontire operation, except for the period when its Hgs took over '
"Diwoel Support mission, Arty fire support for 24 Bde was rapid end
responsive throughout Opn EL PASO III, : . :

be Air Forces TAC Air wos employed on both preplanned and immediate
torgets, The Bde ALO and S=3 Alr processed all air strikes, requesting an
average of & strikes daily, of which an average of / strikes daily were
received, The effects of TAC Air strikes were hard to gungey howevery; a3
troops usually did not enter all aroans struck, Bomb seedings were requested
for arens of intensified VC activity, ub posults were unknown due to lack
of obsorvotion, A new system of night bombing, collod SKY SPOT, was uscd

. on occagion with a high degree of accuracy on targets and a quick reaction

%ime by the Air Force, Aix Force’ 1ift wos utilized to move troops and
supplies from one base to onother, regularly,but was ofton severely hindered
by weather ond landing field conditionse '

¢ Army Avigtions Axmy Aviation was used extensively o conduct

" %oetical troop moves, EAGLE FLIGHTS, rosupply and command and controle

Movements nade were well _coordinatod ond offectively exocuteds

do GVN Armed Forcess - Oporations were conducted frequently with GVN
Forces, In these operations RF ocompanics from BINH LONG Province and units
of the 9th ARVN Regiment operated sucececfully ‘in-close coordiration and
cooperation with 24 Bdee '

9, (C) EESULTS:

. g, Friendly Losses: be Enemy Losses:
KIA: 1 KA: 2 (DB)
WIAs 8 KIA: 1 (prob)
Equipments 1 tank s: 32

Oz cortss 3 .

Plostic AP’ minos: 1

/AL




‘10, (0) ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:

| ~ 8o Porsonnels

N

UNCLASSIFIED

" Enginy Losses (aont)

AP Mines: 5

Cloymores: 3 .

Rifle Grenodest 1
- Grenadess 3

fssigned  PDY

o (l) Strength
' (a) Prior %o operation
S futhorized

. 2fi6 1Inf 829
- 3/18 Inf 829
2/18 Ing 89
/23 Inf 790

| (b) After operation
6 Ime . gy
/18 Inf . g9
2/18 Inf 829
1/28 Inf 790

833 729
5 709
895 850
7L, 657
828 764
850 na7
€93 . 847
819 706

PIF P
& 5
507 202
648 202
459 198
568 los
543 23
613 2%
508 198

'B. Adninistrotive Plonss There were no significamt problems encountered
. Guring this operation in the field of adninistration,

G Iofistics: The Ddo traing consisted of the Dde assistant S and the
babtalion S=/ls Jocated at TAL KHE (for resupply of all closses of supply

£rom the Logistical base in that location)s
Med Dn, oontact tezmg B Co 770lst Maint Dn

8=l gections at the forward arca in QUAN LOI,

and the Dde Sw), C Company lst - -
and representatives of the battalion

(1) Medieal: Support for the Dde in the ficld was furnished by
. & forvard element of C Campany lst Med Dn and by forward elements of the
" individusl battalionts stations, Daily sick eall wes held at aid station
level, The forward clearing station was used for initinl evaluation of
casualtics and provided definite trcatment for minor wounds, More serious
cases were evacuated by Dustoff helicopter which was on standby basis 24 hrs
.. & dgy at the forward ares, This systém was genorally quite effective as * ~ -
. hod been the case on prior operations,

(2) Maintenance:; Contact teama of 3ignal,
and small ams adequately fulfilled all repair requirements,

(3) Supply: Preseribed loads were adequate,

(4) Transportation: Resupply within the Me wos

. air delivery techniques from the logistical base at IAI KHE
- eroft used was CVe2 with occasional C12

myjor problens were encountered in ro

autoriotive, armament

conducted utilizing

The basic airw

3%s to supplement when necessary, No

supply fron IAI KHE but occasional. Alfthe
cully wos ensountered in movenment of personnel, mail and naterial to and from -
base camp at LAI KHE, This proklem was solved late in the operation by the -

assignmert of one CV=2 aireraft por day dixectly to the Dde,

(5) Class ITI: There wers no problems encountered in refueling

of aireraft and vehiclese

~
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1, (C) SEECIAL FOUL-oENT AND TECHNIQUES:

&» Special Equipments The only items of speclal equipment used by 24

Dde were the AnbimIntrusion Deviee and the 105m howitzer "Beehive! round,
_The antiseintrusicn devices were emplaced around ambush pabtrols and forward of
werimeters, receiving a high degree of %roop acceptance, Since none of these
- positions were acbually probed, tle overall merit of the device camnot be

comnented upon., In a like monner "Dechive® ammumition was distribubed bo
w5 howitzer firing positions, tub was never employed against an attacking

%o Toshniquess Throughout Operation EL PASO III 24 Dde units endeavored
¢ master established techniques and develop new ones, In this regard the

! operation demonstrated the potontial of displacing 4.2 inch mortars (1lst
- Assault Arity) by UH-ID helicopter to provide assaulting units prompt and

vespongive fire supporb, the value of saturating arcas under dense jungle .
canopies with 5.9 man rocon patrols to determine evidence of recent VG movenent,
the reed for airborne radio relsys when eloments are operating in dense .
vegehation on the fringe of radio reception, the importance of bringing the air
rission cormendsr into the planning for air mobile operctions at the earliest
possible time, and the imporiance of effecting close cooperation with local

GVN forces and enlisting their poarticipation in these operations,

12, (C) COMANDER'S ANALYSIS; When the 2d Bde moved to QUAN LOI on 12 July

it was virtually a new unit, Cone were most of the officors and non-cormissioned
officers who had served in it sinoe its arrival in country, In their place

were men, now to the 2d Bde and’new to Vietname Rapidly fashioning themselves

into an effective fighting unit, these men of the 2d Dde held major VC forces

ab boy in DINII LONG Province ond prevented the VO from exorting their influence

- 2long Highway 13, After having controlled this road for so long a period of
- time, the 2 Dde®s control of this area doubtlessly caused V€ to lose a greab

deal of prestige among the populace,
13, (C) CONCLUSION AND IESSONS LEARNEDs

a, Conclusion: While VG activity in the EL PASO III operational area
was a minimm, the operation was a suecess in thot during it the Dde exystallized
into an effective fighting force, and one thot will moke its presence felt to
“he Viet Cong in the months to come, '

b, Lossons Learned:

' (1) 4.2 inch Mortar Support, During the operation elements of the
‘1st Assault Artijlery Dattery (Lighthorse Artillery) were airlifted by UH-1D
helicopters into the battle arca on repeated occasionse This technique
rovided an effective means of insuring close and continuous fire support for
infantry units, The LZ%s availablo were often small ones, which allowed a

" smccimum of only 4 UHwlD: aireraftto lond et 2 %ime, Since the Dattery Tee
- gefrod that helicopters land the nortars ab ind'dridual firing positions,

tocurate positioning of the helicopters ‘w22 required, Dy landing a group of
two to four helicopters in a single 1lift with a time interval of two to threo
ninutes between 1ifts, a smooth andl orderly entry and exit from the IX was

" obsaineds

‘ (2) Long Range Recon Patrols, The Lobg Range Reconnaissance Patrol
(LRRP) technique was employed regulaxly into areas approximately 6 kilmmeters
‘square, This aren was saturated with up to five patrols of five to seven men
sach, which wore inserted and extracted Yy helicopter, In all instances these
roturned to base with wequired information ob the area, This fact showed that
basic Infanbrymen eculd U2 sent out on long range reconnnissance patrols and
aecorplish whatever nisgsions they were assigned,

c. Rapid Reaction to Inmtelligence Gained by IRRP: LRRP!'s are an
effective meons of performing reconnaissance of a large area, When employ-

ing this dechnigque, sufficient helicopters to move a RRF of at least a come
pany should bLe ab the alrstrip with personnel standing Ly on strip alexrt for

mmedicte emploTmeonte
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. as possiblec,

~ units should conmtimally try to establish contact with base station,

i ARVN units, coordination of operations and fire support 1s essential, A :
! daily briefing attended by representatives of all of the units eperating in
" %he area proved to be an effective method of accomplishing the goordinations .-

were of veried size and configuration, A reconngissance with the ain mission

o gpupperre DG

~

~

0ll cases be a fixed wing aircroft, It should bs.essignod to support only
- one battalion at a time, It should never be allowed to beeome a Perubchfy

‘ee Joint Operations, When operating in close proximity %o CIDG or

) fo Services, When a battalion operates indeperdently from a base, '

{ such as LOC- NINH, for extended periods of time, services such as showez poinmbs,.
a mobile PX, and leundry facilities should be made available, A shower point
does much to raise the morale and appearance of a unit, _ o

{ g Air Mobile Operations, Landing Zones used for aimmobile operations
cormander prior to the operation, a thorough briefing, and strict adherence -
to the plan developed, insured success of an opexation, In all imstences the

(air mission commander should be brought into the planning ab gs early a time

b, Armored Vehiclo Lounchod Dridge. The availsbility of en AVADwould
. greatly enhance the mobility of 1/4 Cavalry ond should be provided thay
"Squadron as a T(E item, _ S o

mmmcmmng'.’ I (R
" CHARIES F, I JII

Major, Infantry
Adjubant

f . v’<v ' . . /\ . : ) ) . > Rt ‘-
| & Radio Relay, shen operating in thick jungle _.'is oftem nscegsary. ~ A/&7
%o pub an airborne relsy in support of ground unitse This rolay should in o ‘
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FEAYARTERS 9D PrIADE
1st Infantry Divisioe.
AP0 TS Forces 96343

LUDEILC " 20 Awgust 1966
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Combat Coperations Aftsr Action Roport {LACV/RCS/J3/32) -

Commanding CGeneral
18t Irfantry Division
APO US Forces 96345

Commander _

08 Militery Agsistancs Gommand, Vietnam
ATTH: J3m .

APO TS Forces 95243

Lol ZL L pe 22w 54

‘DATES OF CPERATION: 021430 June 1966 to 141300 July 1966, -

LOCATION OF OPERATION: BINI LONG and PRUCG LONG Provinces,

- SLEND EBADNUARTERS: 30 Brigado, 1st Infantry Division,

Colonel Williem D Brodbeck, Commanding OffYcor 3d Brigade

Lt Col. ¥yle W Bowile, GO 2/25% Infantry _ :

Lt Col, Lee S Ienry, 0O 1/16 Infantry (2 June ~ 20 June 19%66) -
Lt Col, Rufus C Lazzel, CO 1/16 Infantry (20 Juhe = 10 July 1966)
Lt Col, Herber McChrystal, CO 2/18 Infantry I .
Lt Col., Robert Halcane » CO 1/28 Infantry ’

Lt Col, Leonard L Lewane, GO 1/L Cavalry

Lt Col. Frank R Tiv'6s CO 2/33 Artillery

%K ORGANIZATION: The Task Orgamization changod throughout the operé

tlon, Too foriowing units were ab various timos under OBCON of tho 3d Brigads
during O~aration EL PASO IT: ‘ S

deadquarters 34 Brigade

. 2/28 Infantry 2/18 Infantry
1/16 Infantry 1/4 Cavalry ()
1/28 Infantry 2/33 Artillery

1

| FANE AID TYPE CF OPERATION: Oporation EL PASO IT - Security and Search
end destroy, ' T




s AMBIE.C 20 Avgust 1966

" SUBJECT: Combat Operations After iction Keporbt (MACYZiC3/J3.32)

7. SUPRORTLY OROES: | '

a. Aitil).ery: , : . S X

(1) Sigze of Force: The size of tho artillery force supporting
the 34 Brigade Task Force during Operation EL PASO II variod as the taotical si--
tuation varicd, While e LOC MIIE from 2 June to 6 June the artillery consisted
of 2/33 Artillery minus one battory., On & Junc an additionel artillery battery,
C Battery 2/13 Artillery, wes attached to 2/33 Artillery and moved to MINE THANH
‘and C Battery 1/7 Artillery was moved to HCE VAL and attached %o 2/33 Artillery,
Cn 26 June, C Battery 2/13 Artillery mcoved to vic SONG BE and was detached from
2/33 Artillery, On 27 June B Battory 1/5 Artillery and C Battery 2/13 Artillery
~vic SUIIG BE were attached to 2/33 Artillery and C Battory 1/7 Artillery at OUAN
- LOL ves dotached. 2/33 Artillery (-) moved to SUHG BE on 30 June 1965, A Battery
2/33 Artillury was dotached and moved to XT815905, On 2 July the 2/33 Artillery
moved clements from SUNG BE to LUC NINMH, Firing batteries undor 2/33 Artillery
' at this bime wore 3 Dattery 1/5 Artillery and C Battory 2/13 Artillery, On 16
- July lieadquarters Battery 2/33 Artillory movod beck to LAL XIE from LOC NINE tere
- minating EL PASU II for the artillery, B Battery 1/5 Artillery moved to PHOUG
. VIiE and G Battery C Buttory 2/13 Artillery movod to PHU LOI on 16 July 1965,

(2)  How and Whon Employed: The -2/33 Artillery, at times being
reinforced by GS artillery, wes in direct support of the 3d Brigade Task Foree,
It was olso used to reinfores othor artillery units supporiing other Brigades,

- During Oporation IL PASO II the battalion with attached battories expended
21,227 rounds of 105mm in support of tho 34 Brigade Task Force,
. 24 Brigade Task Force and Division operations,

‘ (3) Rosults of Artillery Fire: Throughout operations the fires of
the artillery were 2ccurato and violent. Tho artillery provided highly effective
closo in fires to the 2/28 Infintry in the Battlo of LOC NINHM RUBBER PLANTATION,.
I% was responsible for foreinz thoe VC to flee and causod meny VC casualties as ‘
- the VC attempted to cscape, Encmy losses attribduted to the artillery supporting -
%he 3d Brigade Task Force werc 18 XIA (BC), 14 KIA (Possible) and 3 mortars
- neutralized, ' ‘

v : b Air Forco: The Air Force contributed algnificantly to tho high
- degree of success of Oporatlon EL PASO II by flying 514 proplonned close air sup-
‘port sorties and 159 immediate sorties, Close air support was considered the deci-
sive factor in the success cf the battlec on 8 June along Highway 13, The 34 '
- Brigado FAC's were also used to eall in airstrikoes for the 1st Brigade in support
- of the 2/18 Infantry on 2 July 1965, In spite of the weather on 2 July which
- was ragged overcast conditlon zbout 350 feot above ground level, 19 immediate
strikes wero directed by 3d Brigade FAC's against the VC force assaulting the
2/18 Infantry, Thesc strikes were creditod with broaking the VO assault, The:

performonce of thc FAC's and strike pilots was outstanding, The fightor sortieas
were flown as listed bolow: ‘

2 June 0
3 June 0
4 Junz 2
5 June 3
6 June 0

e
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7 June | 0
g June &
¢ June 7
10 Junc 3
11 June 9
12 Juno a
13 June 23
L Juno . 15
15 June 5
16 June 16
17 Junc , 4
18 Junec 20
19 Juno 12
20 June - 17
21 June 20 -
22 Junc 14
23 June _ 22
24 June 10
25 June 12
25 June 19
27 June ' - 22
2% Juno 7
29 Juns : 17
30 June S 20
1 Juy , 34
2 July 25
3 July 12
Ly 17
5 July 17
5 July 10
7 July 3
g July 12
9 July 37
10 July 3
11 July 4
12 July 5
13 July 0
14 July -
TOTAL 514 '

¢o Army Air Support: During Operation EL PAS® II tho 3d Brigado Avia~
%Lon Seetion flew o total of 319 missions for a total of 459,3 hours, Tho sccw
“on operatod forward maintenanco olements to sccomplish daily maintemance at the
fripade Forwerd COP loactions, Tho section scheduled two OM13's daily in support
wi Brigado operations, Ho significnnt operational problems wore encounterod by
the Brigade Aviation Scetion on this operation,  The 173d Aviatitn Company (Air-
mobile, Light) was often in dircet support of the 3d Brigade during Operation EL
PASO II and provided the Brigade with outstanding support. :

3




-

/‘\ ) /’"\

- AVDB-WB-C | 20 August 1966
- SUBJECT: Combat Oporations Aftor Action Report (MAGV/ACS/J3/32)

8, INIELLIGENCE:

2. Estim:te of VO Strength: Intolligenco received prior to Oporation

" EL PASO IT was not recoived in the form of o dotadlod inteclligence Annex, but

instead eame in tho form of a classified THX., Tho TWX statod that doeuments had.‘

beon obteined indicating the VO Gth Division would begin a monsoon offensive in

BINMI LOUG Provinco by attaclding end destroying ARVN Forces and tho US Speeial

- Forces Comps in the LUC ¥INI (XU7309) or AN LOC (XI7583) arcas. The enemy was

believed ©o have the cnpehility of empioying four mein foree regiments supported

by four heavy woapons batialicns in addition to employmont of smeller main or

local force units, The VC wore belicvoed to be eapable of roinforeing within A8

“hours by two main force regiments ~nd onc hoavy weapons battelion, It was also

believed that the VC would support their capabilities with extensive road blocks
end mining along Hwy 13 in the vicinity of AN LOC and LOC NIMI and exbensive more

tar attocks on the airfiolds at AW LOC and LOC NINM,

b, Source of Intelligonco Noceived Prior %o the Oporation: Headquartors

‘ ; 1st Infantry Division was the primary source of priow intolligenco information,
Dotailod information was not givon due to éminoneo of the VG threat, A great

deal of low=level intelligence information was recoived from Special Forces.

Comps at All LOC, LOC IIIiH, and SUIG BE, and also from ARVN authorities in the
some loo~tions,  Headquarters, lst Infrntry Division estimated accounts of VG capae
bilities and probablo courses of action provod o bo quite accurate as tho situs-
tion doveloped,

6, Situation Anticipated in the 6Bjoctivoe Area: US Forees wore deployed
primerily in a defensive posture, prepared 4o resct and exploit VC contacts, As -
a rulc the VO do not conluet major ground assoults against US held arecas, Tho
reason for this is that the US defensive positions cover a large area, they are
not fixed, they can be repidly rcinforced and thoy ususally aro weoll patrolled,

I% wes folt the VC would probsbly ompley ambush tochnlques ngiinst small US - ,
foreo oloiments, mortar attacks on instnllations, and if VC forecs eould bo fixod

" they wowld fight, .

‘ d, Situation Encountored During the Operstion: Thore were two major
engagements by 34 Brigade Task Foreo units, one on 8§ Junec bv A Troop 1lst S_g\mdgon

© 4%h Cavnlry and onc by 2d Battalion 28th Infantry on 11 Jumo 1966,

On 4 June 1966 VC forces fired approximitely 25-35 mortar rounds on.

. 3d Brigado Task Force nnd 1/9th Infentry ARVN positions around LOC NINK ASrfield,

A% tho samo time an estimated 2 VG squnds succcssfully infiltrated the town of

LOC WIUE ond assnssinnted the polies chief, At approximatoly 0545 hours § July

1966 VG forses attached a Popular Forcos platoon vie XU742132 and at same time
the hamlet chiof of hamlet vie XU741158 was assassinated, During this same time
period ground troops patrolling around the LOC FIII area found indications of VO
fortifications with ovorhead cover snd further oxe~v-tion of oxisting drainage
tronch systems throughout the LUC ¥IIG Rubber Plantation, The VC torror compaign
directed against loyal GVH leadors ~nd the existance of reecntly constructed

" fortificntions eonfirmed tho VC intontions of eonfucting a major ewmpnign in the -

LOC NI aroa,

4
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On 8 June 1966 at approximatoly 1440 hours A Troop 1/, Cavalry while
Gravellug nordl along Highway 13 mado conlast with what was initdally veported to
be 100 70 vicinmity XT7674. The VO detonatod a mine o halt the lcad vohicle of
che convoy and then employed recoilless weapons and mortar firc along tho convoy,
of infontry assaulted the vohlclos and personnel from both sides of the roed
Liizing tho traditional Viet Cong ambush technique of a bricf, violent attack
vk mozimm flvepover, The VC were, howovor, soundly defoated by close tactical
oir support and roturn fire by the porsomncl of A Troop 1/4 Cavalrys and they
were loter driven from the battlcficld by the 2/18 Infantry, VC forecs wero lator
idenrificd as clements oif the VG 272 Reginent, Thoy lost 105 killed by bedy count
including e battalion cormonder of the lst Battalion, and an ostimnted 200 killod

vhose bodies woere not counted,

&5 0730 hee 11 June 1966 two platoons of A Company 2/28 Infantry and
‘o platoon of CIDG soldiors from the LOC NINH Spocial Forces Comp made contact with
£5 estinetod force of 50.60 VO vie XU710100, Contact was maintained throughout
we dey with final contact being broken at approximatoly 1730 hours, As tho situae
Uion developed during the day C Conpany was sont to reinforee A Company, Both
companies soon became engaged with at least two company sigze units s One by A

+ Company vic XU175096 and one by C Company vic XU722112, Throughout tho engage-
pent the VC seenmed well organized, well trained and responded well to tactics

of firc and maneuver, At one point during the battle the VO very vffectively

used fire and maneuver to inflict heavy casualties on the reconnaissance platoon
vhen they atiempted to assawlt tho VC positions vic XU722122, The reconnaissance
platoon attenpied o flank the VO posiiicas by noving fron west to east acrcoss
Hill 177, The VO, evidently realizing the situation, set up a base of Plre from
the east side of Hill 177 and maneuvered an element around the back slope of the
hill, - Attacking fron the north, the VC engaged the recommsissance platoon in a
Croinage ditch and placed a heavy volune of fire down the diteh inflicting heavy
caguolties on the platoon, VC forces in this area were over-run and seattered

by uze of artillery supporting fires and an assault by C Company, A Compony re.
inforced by B Company conducted an assault against renaining VG forces viec X0715- -
096 causing then to breck contact and move south, They later split moving southe

- vweet ond southeast to escaps CIDG blocking forces, - VG forces were identificd as -

“he 707 tattalion, 273 Reginent, They lost 98 klled by body count, | o
: ' Throughout the remainder of the operation no major contacts were mde
by 34 Brigede Tack Force eloments although dther Division elepents nade signifi. .’
cant contacts with the 273 and 272 Regirents, From captured prisoners. 4t was

~ learned that St VC Divislon had boen reinforced by North Vietnanmese infiltraters,

e, Terrain Features, Obstacles and Weather: Terrain in BINH LONG Prow -
viace starting fron the southern bordor and working north for about fifteen kiin-
neicrs vas flat with sandy soil, The land then boecamo hilly with the hills bow= -
Suiing Jarger tovards tho north, Thore were two mounteins in the province, theG I0
“ovutadn just south of the QUAN LOI Rubber Plantation and the DONG LONG Mountains
three kilemetera west of LOC NINH, Vegetation consisted prinarily of rain forest
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Jungle except fur the northwestern cormor which has thin forested areas and largs Lo

rubber plantation arcas al~n Bfgrmay "2 ir “he Al LOC and LOC NINH areas, Thc B
two principal rivers in thu provinc. soi. .s the western (SAIGON RIVER) and eas“srn- ;
(SONG BE RIVER) buundaries for the provi..::,

Weather during the peri.d wis churacterized by the monsoon season

~ with early moraing low ccilings nad poo: visibility, Late morning :and early
afternoon ceilings werc 1500 to 2000 I:ot with nolerate to heavy rains in the ‘
late afiternoon and cvenings, &1l airisbile operetions were restricted to periods
of favorable weather ccnditicns. R

9, MISSION: Thore was no famwal writben order initiating Operation EL .
PASO II, The 34 Brigndoe roecivod ' virbal FRAG ORDER on 2 June 1966 to dispatch '
-1 infantry battali n ¢ LOC FIIH wm 2 Juse to assist the defense of the LOC NINY '
“area and to establish a Brigadc "iC CP at HAN QUAN, Subsequent missions were
recelved during the cporation arl as the situation change,

.10, CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS:

o The initial ccncept .f operations was to provide seccurity to the LOC
NIMH airfield with one infaniry battalion, Subsequently other units were cormlt.
ted to the area thus increasing the scourity nission to include the HAN QUAN ares,
‘With the addition of nore forces the 3d Brigade concept wes to provide securlty
to the assigned areas and tu conduct vporations within the area of operations ir.
an attenpt to locate and A ndfe-~ VI o2 s, ' C :

11, EXECUTION: | o - S

o The 3d Brigade Task Force initiatud Operation EL PASO II at 021430 June o
- 1966 with the novenent of the 2/28 Infantry by fixed wing aireraft from LAT KHY . | .
‘%o LOC NINH, Upon arrival ot LOC NIMH the 2/28 Infantry began preparing defensize .- |
- positions arcund the LUC NIMH airficid in conjunction with 9th ARVN Rogiment o
Forces and the CIDG forces. 4 3d Brigac. TiC CP was move to HAN QUAN and begeu - -
operating on 2 June 1936, D Trocp i/4 Cuvalry was moved to LOC NINH and placed
~under OPCON of the 31 Brigade, The 2/33 Artillery (=) was noved to LOC NINH to
support 2/28 Infantrr, o N '

. - On 3 June the 2/23 Infantry continued to improve dofensive positions
around LOC NIMH airfield and conduct local patrolling, Negative contact wes.
reported, D Troop 1/4 Cavalry conductod vistal recomnalssance around the LOC .
NIMH area, A%t 031145 hrs June the armed helicopters of D Troop 1/4 Cavalry
located a fortificd vlllage vie XU618004 and destroyed 2 buildings and danaged

3 more, D Troop 1/4 Cavolry inscrted 2 delta teams into sn ares southwest of
LCC NINH along the border at 031915 June 1966,

On 4 June tho 2/28 Infant¥y continued to defend the LOC NINH area and .
gonduct local patr~11ine in owinr~tion with ARVN forces, No eontact was report
ed, The two LRRP teans fron D Troop /. “~yalry coatinued to operate along the

6
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Carbodian border and at 1530 hrs one tean spotted 34 VC carrying individual weae
pons, onc 8lmi nortar and one 30 eal machincsun vie XU592939, The VO were moving
fron Northeast to Southwest, At 2220 hrs & intiring 81rm mortar rounds coming .
Zeon vie XU775086 landed around the 1LOC NINI airstrip hitting and daraging 3 LOH
and 4 UHID from D Tecop 1// Cavalry, At fae same tine A Company 2/238 Infantry
pateol spotted approximately 150 personnc) vie XU727088, Additionnl incoming
cortar rounds eame into the area anl iv. e southern edge of the LOC NINH
adrstrip hitting the ARVE camp, A4lso, wne VC ambushed the LOC NINH police stas
tion wounding the police chief and another policeman, At 2230 hrs A Company
2/23 Infantry and the Special Forces canp reported more incoming mortar rounds,
Armed helicoptars from D Troop 1/4 Covalry knocked out 3 mortar positions vie
XU718080, XU717076, and XU717070, Azain at 2245 hre more incoming mortar rounds
hit the ARVE comp and the village of LCC NINH, A Company 2/28 Infantry patrol
returned and mortar fire was placed on XU727088, A1l enomy mortar fire ceased
by 2300 hours, Airstrikes were called into the arcas to the south and west of

© LOC NINH, The VC morter attack resulted in the following casualties: 2/28 Infame

try ~ 2 KIA; 2/33 Artillery - 1 WIA; D Troop 1/4 Cavalry - 4 WIA; 2/9 ARVN
Regiment = 18 WIA; CIDG = 5 WIA and 1 civilian killed and 3 civilians wounded,
3 LOE and 4 UHID from D Troop 1// Cavalry were damaged,

On 5 June the 2/28 Infantry dispatched patrols to investigate the areas
where suspected VC mortar positions were located, A patrol from A Company 2/28
Infantry found a well dug in mortar position along with 20 rounds of 8lmm canni g«
ter, 15 rounds of 8lmm mortar and mumer us foxholes Vie XU725087, The mortar
fire from 2/28 Infantry the night of 4 June had covored the area well as evidenced
by shattered trees in the area, The 2/28 Infontry continued to improve their
defensive positions around the LOC NINH airfield, D Troop 1/4 Cavalry was serimuse
1y hampered by the mortar attack on 4 June which had damaged their aireraft, At
1230 hours LRRP #1 made contact with 6 VC vic XT303924. As the team was extract-
ed they received fire and the deor-gunner killed 2 VC, Tho extraction helicopter
was slightly damnged by the fire, o

On 6 June the 2/28 Infantry continued to improve defensive positions .
around the LOC NINH airfield and conduct local patrolling in conjunction with ARVN
Forces, D Troop 1/4 Cavalry vonducted inspections on their aireraft. At 1250 hrs

- the 1/16 Infantry was moved by fixed wing aircraft from LAT KHE to LOC NINH clos-

ing at 1615 hours, Tke 1/16 Infantry then conducted a combat assault into en LZ
southeast of LOC NINH vie XU7603 and established a base area vie XU771043, © :
Battery 2/13 Artillery was moved by CH47 and C123 aireraft into the LOC NINH aive
Field and then to the 1/16 Infantry base area, The 3d Brigade CP displaced firom
HAN QUAN and ILAI KHE 4o LOC NINH, There was negntive enemy contact during the

Gl

 0n 9 June the 2/28 Infantry continued to provide security to the LOC
NINH airficld and conduet loecal patrolling in conjunction -with ARVN Forces result.
ing in negative contact., The 1/16 Infantry contimied to improve thelr defensive

" positlons and conduct 1 company S&D operation and 2 platoen size S& operations,

4 Company 1/16 Infantry conducted an S&D opcration in the village at XU770060 and

in the village at XU770095 where they picked up 5 VCS, Villagers stated that
” .
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around the 1st of June, 20-30 VC dressed in various uniforms and armod with carm
bines were seen north of the village moving cast to wush, D Troop 1/4 Cavelry
conducted visual reconnaissance around thc arca of oporations and spotitud now.
fortifications around the village vie XU7913., The 3¢ Brigade CF rcmainod at

.LOC NINH, ° ‘

At 080730 June 1966 A Troop 1//4 Cavalry doparied PHU LOT enrout. o AN Loc,
- They stopped at LAI KHE, refueled, picked up a platoon from B Compzay 1st Eagr
- and deported at 1215 howrs. A% 1415 hours tho lcad vehicle hit a mine vie XT765-
745 which stopped the column, Immediately the columm was taken uvndow fire by ;
intensc recoiless rifie and mortar fire. The colimn returned tho fi: and ealle
ed for close air support, The 3d platoon was loading at the time and the sccond N
platoon pushed through them in order tc place maximm firve on tho enomy, The
~ main attack of the VC was placed along 3 kilometers of road a=d all platcons
were fully engaged, It was reported that a tank end ai: APG wore et orf from
the moin body, The FAC immediatoly eontacted this clomsag and brous™t in close
airstrikes as the VC made attempts to overrm th:ir pention. - The wilt moved into
a perimeter in order to evecuate the wounde!, Tho FLO reportod #ant the VO had .
captured 1 APC and driven into the jungle with the Mights on, AR oo fighting
had subsided the trail party of A Troop 1/4 Cavalv,) 5 cilled wp Lrewm CE0W THAN
to retrpive the disabled vehicle, The lead vohinic o® *hn fmed Log
and the trall party came under mortar and recoijless 1ifle fire, O tonk took
two direct hits from a mortar throwing the vehiclo c.iruder from +he vohlsle,
With the aid of close air support the troil party vas able 4o eoutizse on and
effect link-up with the main body, Thu 2/48 dnrasiry 1andul vo vhd worth and
ewept south joining A Troop 1/4 Cavalry in their RON puaition vic XI'7667.8,

On 9 June the 2/18 Infantry and A Troop 1/4 Cavalry combimied to police the

areg of the Battle on 8 June 1966. Upon completion, A Trc 99 1/4 Cavaliry and 1
- company 2/18 Infantry moved by road to the HAN QUAN Airfiid and the 2/18 Infan.
try (=) was lifted by air to the same lomation, Here thor bogan o prcpare dee
fensive positions, A and B Companies 1/16 Infantry remaincd at HAN QUAN during
tho day as RRF under OPCON of 2/18 Infantry, At 1829 how-s A ang 3 Companies
'1/16 Infantry returnei to the 1/16 Infantry basc area vie XUMinss.  Teo 2/28
-~ Infantry continued tc provide sccurity to the LOC NINH aria and conducted local -
~ patrolling with negative ecntact, The 2/2 Infantry remain:d in a blocking posia
tion vie XU673740 during the day and at 1520 howwrs came undor OPCCI o tho 1st
Brigade. C Battery 2/33 Artillory comploted thoir move to MINH THANT otosing at
11025 hours and came under control of 2/13 Artillery at 1900 hours, A Battory
2/33 hrtillery was located at LOC NINH, G Battery 2/13 Artillery locatod vie
Xg?cﬂﬁgﬁg and C Battery 1/7 Artillery at HAN QUAN, The Brigade CP rcmained at
L o '

On 10 June the 1/16 Infantry conducted local S&D opcrations in their TAOR

-t

- with negative contact, The 2/18 Infantry continued to improve defensive positions
~around the HON QUAN airfield and conduet local patreliing vie HON QUAN, 4 Troop
1/4 Cavalry remaincd attached to 2/18 Infantry nnl conducted care and mrinbonance

‘of equipment at HON QUAN, ¢ Company 2/28 Infantry conducted a combat nzenult

- into an LZ vie XU715181 at 1500 hrs and scarch-® the villags wic W0712075 with

. vegative results, C Company 2/28 Infuntry was vxbron®-? fusp this samo L2 gt

8
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. butiker ‘at XU717095,  Upon receiving 'this information’

2 | ’ 20 August 1966

1705 hours, A and B Companies 2/28 Infantry conducted local patrolling vic LOC

-NINH and provided security to the LOC NINH airfield, The Brigade CP remained at
7.0C NI, : )

On 31 Juns 1966 the Battle of LOC MIMH Rubber Plantation occurred ine
Tol¥ing a large VO force and the 3d Brigade, The battle was conducted under the
ganopy of tho gently rolling LOC NINH Rubber Plantation two kilometers west and
northvesy of LOC NINH (XU737097). Vegetation under the 60 foot iubber trees was
negligible, Weather for the operation was fair with the exception of heavy
growd fog in %the early morning, The fog delayed the heliborne portion of the
operation from 0600 hrs untll 0815 hrs when tho ground fog dissipated sufficiente

17 %o allow the HUID helicopters to make their 1ift of one CIDG platoon and one

platoon from A Company 2/28 Infantry into the LZ vie XU702112, .
'  The ground blocking elements, two platoons from A Gompany 2/28 Infantry,

~ departed the LOC NINH area at 0715 hrs along ROUTE RED and ROUTE DLUE s Tespective

1y, A% 0735 hours these elements reported receiving SA fire from approximately
one platoon of VC vic XU715093, A Company's 81mm mortars were fired into the
area with unknown results, In the same vicinity, at 0810 hours, the blocking
elements had three wounded by SA fire from the VC positions at the top of Hill
150, The 81lmm mortars from A Company were again ealled on the hilltop,  Follou
ing the mortar barrage the two blocking platoons moved into positions to the
south and cast of the VC locations on Hill 150 vie XU715095. ‘
‘The heliborne elements after their initial landing, headed south toward
‘their original objective of the Village Number 10 complex, . centered at XU710100,
At 0849 hours the blocking elements rcported rociiving machinegin £ire: from a
AhoCIDG<A Company elements
altered their mission and moved south to assist against what was now estimated to
be ‘atleas’ one VC platoon entrenched on tep of!-Hill:=150,:"A Company! 8 platoon
ricved -to the morth of the VC position tying ihiwith thé- two blocking foreces on"
the east and south thus forming a U-shaped ring open to the northwest, The CIDG
platoon attempled to penetrate the VC position from the northwest but was repul s
ed by heavy SA and AW fire coming from the well entrenched enem . The CIDG -
elements then displaced, tying in with A Company's blocking elements on the - -
oouth, 8lim mortars were immediately ealled in to the north sealing off any VC

. route of withdrawal, '

Due %o the intensity of the fighting C Company was alerted at 0910 hrs
0 be prepared % move on foot %o assist A Company, At 0940 hrs C Company was
cxdered %o move in support of the elements around Hill 150, By 1030 hrs A and
C Gompany had 3inked vp, C Company moving arov1 toward XU713098, As C Company
moved %0 effest tle 4n, & Company indicated that VC were moving to the narth-
cac’ towasd HMi1l 377, vic ¥U721111, C Company was then ordered by the battalion
commander %o move north to intercept and attack the VC in that vieinity, A IR

Upon approaching XU720104 C Company ran into intense ground fire from
a® Lo 0% coe VO company firmly entrenched in bunkers with overhead cover in the

- Viedrliy of A3 277, Artdllery and 4.2 inch mortar fire was called on the VG

posiilons and ¢o the north to prevent the VC from escaping, At 1200 hrs C Com-

© pany roquesied cmauni¢ion resupply and further assistence o maneuver ageinst

i enemy forge, In less than fifteen minutes two helicopter loads.of ammuni-
don vere admedryopped on C Company's front lines, The Reconnaissance Platoon
tag drmedlately dispatched on foot from LOC NINH with still additional ammuni- - -
tion and a ffocion of alding the C Company attrckin~ ~lements south of Hill 177,
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R . The recomnaissance element moved to A Company's CP location, vio
- XU720092 and then proceeded north to assist C Company, killing 3 VC snipers along

. ¥he way, A% 1330 hrs recon and C Company linked up with recon being placed on G -
Company's left flank vic XU717104, In preperation for an assault, more artillery

. was fired on the VC positions around Hill 177. The attack commenced at 1425 hrs
~with C Company on line east to west anc. the recon platoon pinching in on VC
trenchwork from the west along a ridgeline running north vie XU715113,

R A% this point the VO concentrated thelr firo on recon and C Company
. platoon on the left, hurling grencdes and firing SA from the trees, Simultanious~

1y, the VC began hitting the Rccon Platoon's left flank with intensified SA and’

AW fire,” The recon in turn attempted. to fall back to prevent the VC enveloping

‘movement, While in the process of accomplishing this maneuver the VC moved a

- machinegun into a trench occupied by tho remaining recon olements resulting in the '

" VO over-running the positicns. C Company immediately countered with its reserve
- platoon, eliminating the VC resistonce, pushing the enemy off Hill 177 into the

. artillery volleys to the north and northwest, terminating this portion of the
‘battle at around 111615 Jun,

o Meanwhile, in the A Campany arca to the south, consecutive assaults
from the north and west failed to dislodge the VC from their entrenched positions,
A CIDG Company moving west on patrol wes diverted into a bloecking position vie
LU700090, A Company's 8lmm mortars continued to pound the VO positions, but to
no apparent aveil, The battalion cormander of 2/28 Infantry then decided to came-
ait his final reserve, B Cempany, at 1430 hrs, at the same time moving the CIDG

~ Company east to XU713090 into a morc advantogeous blocking and mancuvering loctse
. %ion, ' -

- When B Company linked up with A Company at 1500 hre the A Comp
elements were repositioned to allow the artillery to fire a preparation all along
-~ H111 150 prior to an assault by B Company, In the meantime tho CIDG platoon

- attached to A Company and pesitioned vic XU71/093 retreated to the south after

© their interpreter had been killed by the VC, thus creating a gap in the A Company

&

~ -3ines on the south, The Special Forces advisor then joined A Company until ‘the -
~ battle ended, ' . ‘ : '

- » Following a sixtecn vclley artillory bombardment, B Company assaulte
ed Hill 150 at 1630 hrs completely over-rumning the VO positions, ' The VG fled to -

. %he south and ran into a heavy volume of fire from the CIDG blocking force, casuwe

ing the :vc' to seatter southwest in complete disorganization,

. After the final assault, consolidations were made in the ‘battalion

- gone of actlon, casualties weore evacuated, ammunition resupply was effected and -

. the battleficld was policed of VC bodies and equipment with a thorough search of
.. the entire area, The 2/28 Infontry then moved on foot back to base camp locatiens

- around the LOC NINH airstrip, final olements closing at 112100 June 1966,

10
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eyl On 12 June 1966 the 1/16 Infantry and C Battery 2/13 Artillery moved
by road from their base arca vie XU771043 to a new base area viec XU740060. C Comwe
' pany 1/16 Infantry, which was attached to 2/28 Infantry at LOC NINH, was released
5% 0800 hrs and noved by foot to the new battalion area, The 2/28 Infantry oonw
nvsd o provide sdéurlfy e the LCC NINH airfield and conduct local patrolling
with negative contast, At 0950 hrs & Troop 1/4 Cavalry reinforced with a platoon
2oen G 2/18 Infantry and recon platoon from 2/18 Infantry moved to a blocking
pesition vic XT630913 where they closed at 1100 hrs, At 1008 hrs B Company 218
Infontry conducted a combat assault into an LZ vie XT657913, B Company 2/18 Infane
%ry then secured the village vic XT679L and completed the search at 1338 hrs with
rszative results, B Company 2/18 Infantry then moved on a S&D cperation to a RON
position vic XT680892 where they closed at 1610 hrs, A Troop 1/4 Cav then moved
~ Lack to the HON QUAN airfield where they closed at 1535 hours. The Brigade CP ree
Geined et LOC NINH, ' .

On 13 June the 2/28 Infantry continued to provide security to the
10 NINH airfield and conducted local patrolling, A rallier from the VC unit =
defeated by the 2/28 Infantry on 11 June reported that his unit was vie XU6812,
Also an agent reported that the VO were cvacuating bodies from the area of the
battle on 11 Junc, Alrstrikes were called in these arccs, A Company 2/28 Infane
“ry then dispatched a patrol to check the areas, ' The patrol found twelve 8lmm
nortar rounds and trenches vic XU719111 as well a8 several VO bodies from the 11
June battle, Also 2 typewriters were found &n a trench vie XU719112, One Vetw
nemese body with no identification and his hands tied behind hils back was found :
vic XU720111, The 1/16 Infantry conducted local S&D operations, patrolling activie -
%ies and continucd to improve defensive positions vic XU740063., B Company 2/18
Infantry noved from their RON position vic XT686894 at 0905 hours to search the
village vic XT6387, The village was searched with. negative results, At 1030 hrs -
4 Troop 1// Gavalry moved from HON QUAN and picked up B Company 2/18 Infantry and
transporbed 1t back to HON QUAN where it closed at 1216 hours, The Brigade CP
remained at LOC NINH, - ‘ ‘ ’ '

: On 1/ June 1966 the 2/18 Infantry wes division reserve at HON QUAN
and C Company 2/18 Infantry was on a 30 minute alert as RRF for an ARVN Convoy, '
A Company 2/18 Infantry was moved by air from HON QUAN to QUAN LOI airfield (XTe
£15905) to secure that area for the movement of the division TAC CP on 15 June, . -
. A Troop 1/4 Cavalry remeined attached to 2/18 Infantry at HON QUAN, 'The 1/16 Inf
condusted S&D operations to the east and southeast of LOC NINH with negative rew
sults, The 2/28 Infantry continued to provide security to the LOC NINH airfield
g.gg. ﬁgﬁucte& loeal patrolling with negative contact, The Brigade CP remained at
L o ‘ :

On 15 June the 1/16 Infantry conducted S¥D operations to the east and -
southeast of LOC NINH with negative contact, The 2/18 Infanfry remained as divie
_sion veserve and provided security for the movement of the division TAC CP from
HON QUAN to QUAN LOI, A Company 2/18 Infantry continued to secure QUAN LOI, A
Srocp 1/4 Cavalry and a recon platoon from 2/18 Infantry secured the road from
HON QUAN to QUAN LOI.. B Company 2/18 Infantry was moved by air from HON QUAN to

QUAN LOI at 0800 hrs, C Company 2/18 Infantry wes moved by air to QUAN LOI, The
&/28 Infantry oontinued to wrovide peeurity to the LOC NINH Airfield ard eonduct-

. on




a _ . : » , 230
- SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (MACV/RCS/J3/32) s

: ed S&D 'operafidns north and west of LOC MINH with negative eontact, : The Eri-
- -gade CP ramained at LOC NINH, .

. | On 16 June tho 1/16 Infontry continued to éonduet SED Operations to
- the east and south of LOC NINH, At 141100 Jua A Company 1/16 Infantry reportod

| that the villagers at XU769080 had soen 20 V6 4o their south, The VC were reparte

' edly moving south,” The 1/16 Infantry had negative contact throughout the day,
" The 2/18 Infantry continued to provide scourlty for the division TAC CP and im-
-proved defensive positions around the QU.N LOI airfield, A Troop 1/4 Cav remained
- attached to 2/18 Infantry ot HON QUAN, ‘'he 2/2 Infomtry chntinued to provide See
- .curity to the LOC NINI airfiecld and conducted a company 8D operation to the west
. of LOC NINH %o vie XU7011 and returnsé with negative comtact, Tho Drigade CP
- remained at LOC NINH, .

On 17 June the 1/16 Infantry in conjunction with s CIDG Campany cone

o ducted a cordon and search of a village vie XU7204. B Company 1/16 Infatitry noved

- %o a blpcking position north of the village prior to 1st light and the CIDG come
pany moved up from the south prior to first light, The east~west road through the
village was observed in order to copture any VC attempting to leave, At 0600 hrs
the CIDG company searched the village with negative rosults, Upon link-up of the
- CIDG Company ond B Company 1/16 Infantry at 0745 hre D Company 1/16 Infantry re-
- turned to their base area, The 2/18 Infantry continued to seecure the division
- TAC CP and conduct patrolling vie QUAN LOI, A Trocp 1/4 Cavalry remained attache
 ed to 2/18 Infantry at HON QUAN, The 2/28 Infantry continued to provide security
~ to'the LOC NINH airfield and conduetsd a eoxpoany 88D cporitica fo ths nurtheast o
- LOC NINH, A Company 2/28 Infantry discovered some newly constructed bunkers vie
XU727111, A Company 2/28 Infantry continuyed to S8D northecst to XU770148 then
moved west and south back toward LOC NINH, At 1443 hrs A Company 2/2¢8 Infantry
made contact with 7 VC vie XU740130, 2 VC were hit, One of the wounded VC cgm
-+ ~caped and the other woundec VG wag capturcd with an M2 carbine, A Company 2/28
.. Infantry then moved into tho Village at XU4713 and picked uwp 2 VOS, A Com

] pany
. 2/ Infentry closed back into LOC NINE at 1329 hours, The Irigade CP remained
at LOC NINH, : .

. On 18 June 1966 A Trocp 1/ Cavolry departed HON QUAN for PHU LOI
and came undor OPCON of 1/4 Cavalry, 1/4 Cavelry (=) moved from PHU LOI +o HON
QUAN and upon arrival at 1615 hrs came under OPCON 3D Brigade, The 2/18 Infantry
‘eontinued to provide security to the Divisicn TAC CP and conducted locel patrole
lin% around QUAN LOI, At 1530 hrs a Popular Forces umdt (vie XT32894) made cone -
tact with a VO force and C 2/18 Infontry dispatclied a patrol to assist, The . = °

- patrol received about 30 rounds of enrbine fire vic XT83289, resulting in 1 WIA,
. 2 PF were olso wounde®, A search for the VO was co

nducted with negative results,
The 2/28 Infantry continued to provide segurity to the LOC NINH airfield and conw *

ducted a company size airmobile assawlt vie XU658060, C Company 2/28 Infantry
conducted a passage of lines through ARVN and closed back into LOC NINH with
hegative results at 1615 hrs, The 1/16 Infantry conducted a company sige S&D
operation to the southeast of LOC NINH, At 0950 hrg G Compony 1/16 Infantry
-, found 26 two-man foxholes vie XU747077 which had been used in the past 2 or 3
days, C Company 1/16 Infantry continued to S&D south to XU745996 then west to
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vie XU728995 where o reinforced squad stay-behind force was dropped off, C Come
vary 1/16 Infantry («) then moved to a RON position vie XU729014, At 1350 hrs
the stoy=behind patrol spotted 2 VO squads moving along trail vie XU729995 and
veok them under fire hitting 3 VO, The VC fled with half of them fleeing east
and aboulb half fleeing west, 2 VG fled south, They carried their wounded with
them, C Company 1/16 Infantry (-) moved down to assist the stay~behind patrol,
C Company 1/16 Infantry swept through the area and attempted to regein contact o
with the VG but contact was lost, C Company 1/16 Infantry then returned to their
RON position vie XU726015, A platoon size smbush patrol returned to XU728995 at

1755 hrs, At 1955 hrs this patrol fired on 3 VO vie XT722995, One was wearing

2 bluc and red neckerchief, The VO fled, The Drigade CP remained at LOC NINH,

On 19 June C Compuny 1/16 Infantry searched the area vie XT728995 where |
the stay=behind patrol had made contact the night before, The search revealed '
vhere a body had obviously been laying throughout the night, a WO hut, VC sandals,

.pools of blood and evidence that a body had been dragged away, At 0800 hrs C Comm . -

pony 1/16 Infantry reported that civilians stated that this ares vie XUT25014 is
used by the VC as a tax collection point, <C Gompany 1/16 Infantry S¢D from thedr
RLT position northeast back into the battalion base elesing at 1155 hrs with no

- further contact, The 2/18 Infantry continued to provide security to the division

TAC CP and conduct local patrolling vic QUAN LOI, The 2/28 Infantry continued to
provide security to the 10C NINH airfield and conduct local patrolling, At 1730 =
hrs B Company 2/2¢ Infantry moved to a RON position vie XU730125 in onder to be 4n -
postion for tha village cordon and search on 20 June, Also 1 CIDG Company departed
10C NINH at 1700 hours for a RON position vic XU763130 in order to be in position
for the village opcration on 20 June, The Brigade CP remained vie 10C NINH, The
1/4 Cav (~) conducted route recomaissance to the north and east of HON QUAN, At
0955 hrs B Troop 1/4 Cavalry received AW five from XT743958 and XT746965, Fire was
retumed with mknown results, 1/4 Cavalry (~) Temnined at HON QUAN, o

Gn 20 June the 2/28 Infantry and 1 CIDG Company conducted a cordon

and search of the.village vic XU7413, B Company 2/28 Infantry surrounded the
southemn half of the village by 0620 hrs and the CIDG Company surrounded the
nérthern half by 0800 hrs, 1 platoon from A Company 2/28 Infantry moved up Huy
13 2ot 0600 hrs and began to search the village at 0800 hrs, Psy/Ops and MEDCAP
were used In the villoge, A1l villagers were searched and questioned, The VO
who had been captured on 18 June ncar the village and four other CIDG men with
masks on were used to identify WS, A total of 34 VCS were taken to LOC NINH,

- The operation endod at 1400 hrs and all elements of 2/28 Infantry closed back into

I0C NINH ot 1605 hrs, The 2/18 Infantry with two companies and the 1/4 Cavalry (=)
conducted an operation northwest of HON QUAN 4in eonjunction with BINH LONG Provinee
forced, &t 07" hrs C Troop 1/4 Gavalry and 4wo RF Companies moved from HON QUAN
to blocking position FED along Hwy 13 (ZI725966 to XT737940), One RF Corpany and
one ARVN covalry %roop moved to blosiing posltion YELLOW (XT710928 to XT1732928),

A and B Companies 2/18 Infantry mownted on APG's of B Troop 1/4 Cavalry moved from
HON QUAN to a drop-off point vie XT698928, A end B Companies 2/18 Infantry then
moved on foot to get into positlon to swcep east with A Company on the north and

B Company on the south, At 0717 “a, 2/28 Inf (@) ani G Dtry 1/9 Avty moved to HON
QUAN. R 1/4 CGov Blocked on the seuihwest of the: RP

3




. mDBMB-C . ™ 29 Lugust 1966

' SURJECT:  Combat, Opevations After Action Report (MACV/RCS/J3/32)

- force vic XT7092, At 0920 hrs the RF forces reported finding evidence that a VO 24 1
- platoon had been in the vie of XT737953 but hrd departed. At 1530 hrs B Conmpany e

2/18 Infontry found a small old bose corp vie AT725947. Tho 2/18 Infantry (=)
“reached blocking position RED at 1625 hrs anl by 1730 hrs ol forces began ex-

trocting. A1l forces clese” by 1817 hrs with 1/4 Cavalry (--) at HON QUAN and 2/18

 Infantry and C Battery 1/7 Artillery at QU4 LCI. The 1/16 Infontry conducted SED

operations southeast and northeast of LOC “INH. The recon platoon was told by a
‘clvilian vie XU768042 thot 100 WC were se:n en‘about 18 Juns vie XU7805 moving

~ north, They were supposedly accompenied y 4 ‘or 5 Chinese advisors. At 1220 hrs

‘recon platoon found a smnpll camp vic XU750035 which was about 50 meters by 50

meters in size and contained 10 to 12 foxholes and Severai camp fires, It appear
ed to have been occupied 2 to 3 days bifore, The 3d Brigade CP remnined at LOC
NINH, a

On.21 June the 3d Brigrle TF continued Operation EL PASO II, The

~ Brigade continued extensive patrolling and D operations vie LOC NINH and HON .

QUAN, © Troop 1/4 Cavalry conducted a route recon fronn HON QUAN to MINH THANH
closing into MINH TEANH at 211645 hrs with negative contact. Upen closing, C

- Troop 1/4 Cavolry core under OPCON of 1st Brigade, 1/16 Infentry continued on

‘standby for possible camitment vie SONG HE, At 210800 June B Company 1/16 Inf
began to S&D southeast to vie XU779047, then northeast to vie XU786057, then northe
west to vie XU756077, then southwest to the battelion base arca closingz at 211400
June with negative contoct, At 210830 June C Company 1/16 Infantry (-9 ‘began to-
S&D south to vic XU742018, then northwest to XU731031, *then northeast to the base
‘area clesing at 211300 June with negative contact, O© Cerpany 1/16 Infantry and

-G Battery 2/13 Artillery remained vic XU740060, The 2/16 Infantry continued to

~ provide- sacurlty to the division forvard CP and conductsd leoal ratrolling, The

recon platoon 2/18 Infantry was attached to C Troop 1/4 Cavalry for their move to

. MINH THANH, 1 platoon fron G Company 2/18 InTentry provided security for C Bat‘bery'

1/7 Artillery which displaced to a position south of HON QUAY to support Troop

- 1/4 Cavalry in their movement., One platoor of B Compeny 2/i'% Infantry patrolled
. %o the south of HO QUAN and reurnsd ot 12155 June with nei;ative contact, C

-Battery 1/7 Artillery returned to QUAN LOI at 1600 hrs, 2/13 Infantry (minus reoan

platoon with C Troop 1/4 Cavalry ot MINH THANH) and G Bettery 1,7 Arty rensined
vie QUAN I0I, The 2/28 Tufantry continued to provide security for the Brigade CP

~and LOC NINH airfield and conducted local patrolling end S8D operations, A Conpany
" 2/28 Infantry began to S8D at 210730 hrs June to check the high ground to the north .

east of I0C NINH, A Corpany 2/28 Infantry noved to vie XU772122 with negetive oone

" tact and returmed to the battalion bose area, B. Company 2/28 Infantry remained on
~ alert for movenent to the 1/16 Infantry area for the purpose of securing C Battery
©2/13 Artillery if 1/16 Infontry was cormrbted to the SONG IE srea. 2/28 Infantry

. and 2/33 hrtillery re.ained vie IOC NINH airfield, D Troop 1/4 Cavelry returned %o |
OPCON of 1/4 Cavalry fron 2d Brigode at 201700 June, B -Troop 1/4 Cavalry escorted

C° DBattery 1/7 Artillery to a firing position wic XT7983, Upon arrival B Troop
1/4 Cavalry conducted an area recon west and southwest of HON QUAN, At 210730

. June, G Troop 1// Cavalry with recon platoon 2/18 Infontry attached moved from HON

QUAN %o MINH TEANH to recon the route, G Troop 1/4 Cavalry had negative contact, .

~ Upon moving into NINH THANH G Troop care under "OFCON of 1st Brigade.
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On 22 June at 0655 hrs the recon plt 1/16 Infantry which had been in

2 night ambush position vie XU771C73 returned to the battalion base at 220655 June
with negative contact, A report was received that VO were stopping traffic vie
YI722995 taxding and taldng food, A+ 220300 Jurne G Corpany 1/16 Infuntry (-) moved
eouth to vie XU745998, .then woes €5 vie XU7229 ih an attempt to ambush the VO in
%ae area, C Compony 1/16 Infantry had negative contact, C Company 1/16 Infantyy
picksd up an ALC camera tean vie XU717997 and proceeded north to the battalion base
arsa closing at 221315 June with negative contact, At 0305 hours A Coupany 1/16

Infantry noved to vie XU7560,

&% 220630 June the 2/18 Infantry began to S&D north vie XT836973,
They discovered several docurents and two uniforms which were evacnated, C Come
pany 2/18 Infantry continued north to a RON position viec XT&38996 olosing at 1000
hours 21 June with negative contact, The 2/§8 Infantry (-) and C Battery 1/7 Arty
repained vie QUAN IO airfield, The 2/28 Infantry continued to provide security
for the Drigade CP and the LOC NINH airfield and conducted local patrolling and
7&D operations vic LOC IINH, At 2305 hrs C Conpany 2/28 Infantry found 4 RPG2
rocket lawncher rounds and booster charge which were evacuated to Drigade Heade
quarters, C Company 2/28 Infantry continued SZD closing back into the batialion
base area abt 1420 hrs, At 1300 hrs B Troop 1/4 Cavalry conducted a road recone
naissance along Hwy 13 to the south. B Troop (-) moved south as far gs XT765610
clearing out four road blocks on Highway 13 vie XT765735, XT765733, XI765730 and
AT766635 with negative enemy contact, At 1352 hrs the helicopter guntean supporte
ing B .Troop 1/4 Covalry weceived Sh fire from XT765530 and returned the fire with
unknown results, 1 platoon B Troop 1/4 Cavalry performed MEDCAP activities in the
village vic XT7092, B Troop 1/4 Cavalry closed back into HON QUAN at 221630 June.,
1/4 Cavalry (=) remsdned vic HON. QUAN, : ’

On B June at 0640 hrs 1/16 Infantry began to move by foot to the

I0C NINH airstrip, Because of a Shortage of airereft, 1/16 Infantry had to suttle
back to LAIL KHE and FHOUC VINH by all available aircraft, 1/16 Infantry () moved
50 LAL KHE wher® thoy acduued the bose carp seopsrity mission and C Compeny 1, ‘
Infantry moved to PHOUC VINH where they came under OPCON of the lst Brigade, All
elerents of 1/16 Infantry had departed LOC NINH by 1415 hrs, The 2/18 Infontry cone
%inued %o provide security for the division forward CP and the QUAN LOT airfield,

The recon platom 2/18 Infentry remained with C Troop 1/4 Cavalry at MINH THANH,
D Company 2/18 Infentry (-) was attached o B Troop 1/4 Covelry for a 40 day oporas
tion, C Company 2/18 Infantry and C Battery 1/7 Artillery remeired vic QUAN IOI,
The 2/28 Infontry continued to provide security for the Drigade CP gnd IOC NINH
airfield, At 0800 hours B Company 2/28 Infantry departed LOC NINH airfield and
- moved by foot to vie XU7406 whers they took wp positions to provide security for
0 Battery 2/13 Artillery, Upon the departure o the 1/16 Infantry, the 2/28 Infan.

. try (=) repositioned forces to cover the area vacated by B Company 2/28 Infantry
- &nd than condusted local patrolling vie L0C NINH, 2/28 Infantry (w) continued

with 2/33 Artillery (=) in the vieinity of 10C NINH airfield,

At 230645 Jun» B Troop 1/4 Cav' end B Campany 2/18 Infantry (.) began
to move along Highway 13 “to provide security around the destroyed bridge vic XT722.
¢72, WUpon arrival ot the brddge D Company 2/18 Infantry begon to yocon to the
north of the Dridge. B Troop 1/4 Cavalry sent & pletoon to recon to ths south and
eant ~f the bridge. The **hlic works officicls who were to repair the bridge never
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_ . o )
' showed up, B Troop 1/4 Cavelry end 2/18 Infantry (-) returned to base canp area 2 3/
- ¢losing at 1410 hours, l/ﬂp Cavalry (-) remainsd vie HON QUAN airfield,

. On 2, Jwe at 0730 hrs C Troop 1/4 Cavalry with the vecan platoon of
the 2/18 Infantry moved from MINH THANH to HON QUAN, B Troop 1/4 Covalry ond A
Company 2/18 Infrntry moved south frem HON QUAN to CHANH THANH to secure Highvay .
43 and To escort artillery elements to HON QUAN, A Compony 2/18 Infantry mode octim
tact with a small group of VO vie XT764725 ot 0950 hrs and cgytured ane Chicon |
rifle, a quantity of SA arrmmition and wob goar, The 2/28 Infantry conducted low
cal patrolling and S operstions to the east end south of LOC NINH and pioked up
1 VS, Tre 3d Drigade OF remainod vie LCS NINH, 2/18 Infantry contimued to prow
vide security for the division forwax! CP, At 0745 hours one platoon of B Compony
2/18 Infantry departed with C Dattery 1/7 Artillery as a sacurity force. OC Dtry

| 1/7 Artillery displaced to vie XT763) in order to support the move of 1/4 Cavalwmy,

. A Company 2/18 Infontry wes attached to D Troop 1/4 Cavalry for the clearing of
Hghwoy 13 south from HON QUAN +o CHON THANH, One platoen of B Company 2/18 Inf
- conducted a SD operation to the east to vie XT8493 to confirm am agent report
~that 50 V0 had been digging in at that location, The patrol found that the report
was incorrect and returned to QUAN IOI at 1600 hours vith negative contact, ©
Conpeny 2/18 Infentry remained cn standby as RRF for possible commitrent to assist
~ the 1/4 Cavelry, G Dattery 1/7 irtillery amd 1 platoon from D Company 2/18 Infang
- try roturned to QUAN LOI at 241505 June, At 0305 hours D Company 2/28 Infantry
- plcked up 1 VCS vio their perimeter and evacuated hin to the District officials for
- investigation, A Company 2/28 Infantry sent a patrol to vie XU72509L and C Come .

- pany 2/28 Infentry sent a petwol +o vicindty XU760105. 3oth natrols hed negative

contact and returned %o base camp by 1200 hours,. 2/20 Infantry (=) and 2/33 :
Artillery (~) remained vie 10C WINH airfield, At G645 hours the 1/4 Cavalry pieked
- up A Corpany 2/18 Infontry ot QUAN 10T and escorted C Battery 1/7 Artillery and
one platoon of D Company 2/18 Infantry to a position vie XT7680. B Troop 1/4 Cav
-, then procseded south with 5 Compeny 2/18 Infantry to clear tio road to CHON THANH,
- The 3 platoons of A Company 2/13 Infantry were drepped off i critical biidge sites
. @long the way, D Troop 14 Cavalr, then prococded to CEOL iiiNH  to pick up 8{6 o
Artillery (-) who was to be escorted back to dON QUAN, At C925 hours B Troop 1/4 -
. Cavalry received SA fire ric XT755745 and placed artillery fire on this loeation
+ with wnlnown results, A% 0950 hys D Troop 1/4 Casalry with an olerent of A Come

" pany 2/18 Infantry received &. fire fron ¥lcinity X1764726, Actillery fire was

celled in irmediately end a platoon from 2/43 Infantry was lifted into the area,

4 Company 2/18 Infantry found an old fors with a bunlker in the northeast cormer
~and a few 55 gallon druus filled with sand » A turnel caplex in the center of the -
~ fort was destroyeds 01 the east side of the fort on wnwired mine wes destroyed,
" In the fort A Company 2/18 Infantry captured o Ghicom 56 rifle (SN614628) whieh

‘had 1 round in the chamber and 2 #n the magnzine., A Corpany 2/18 Infantry found

end destroyed in the fort the foilowing items: One AT round, 31 M1 clips with
amunition, 6 BAR magrzines with arrunition, 109 Josse rounds of 30 cal armunition,
.2 pieces of Chicom web gear ond one Ehicom grenade, At 0950 hrs B Troop 1/4 Cav
found a bunker corplex vie XT768728, Artillery fire was called in resulting in
- the destruction of several of the bunkers, B Twoop 1/4 Cavalry arrived at CHON
THANH at 0945 hours, At this tire the platoon #£rom A Troop 1/4 Cav departed for

LAT KHE where it olosed at 1505 hours, G Troop 1// Cavalry was released from OPw
CON 1st Bde ot 0730 hours and departed MINH THAMH for HON QUAN, G Troop 1/4 Cav
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{ rrived vie XT7680 at 1400 hrs to act as RRF and await the retum of B Troop

L Cavalry, £rom CHON THANH, B Troop departed with 8/6 Artillery (=) at

1225 hrs Zor HON QUAN, B Trooo 1/4 Cavalry picked up the platoons of A Com-

sany 2/18 Infantry and together they closed into QUAN IOI at 1505 hrs, B Troop
%/l Cavalry contimwed onto HON QUAN closing at 1608 hrs, C Troop 1/4 Cav closed
U QUM 2% 1625 hrs where the 1/Z Cavalry was located, A Troop 1/4 Cav remeined
a’ LA KHE and D Troop remaired at PHU LOI, :

7.4

)

2

At 250025 Juns B Company 2/28 Infantry heard noises to tleir front
and threw a grenade, It was believed that a VC was hit but a search of the area
at £irst 18ght proved different, At 0700 hrs B Gompony 2/18 Infantry and G Come
peay 2/18 Infantry oach conducted platcon size patrols to the north andisouth of
QUAN LOI with negative eontact, The 2/18 Infantry conducted range firing for
new arrivals in the QUAN LOI area, 2/28 Infantry continued to provide sscurity
for %ho Brigade CP and the LOC NINH airstrip, B Compeny 2/28 Infantry provided
seeurity for C Biry 2/13 Artillery vic XU7406, At 21(3 hrs an ambush patrol from
B Company 2/28 Infontry engaged 12 VO vie XU743054 with Si, The patrol fired a
claymore mine oh the VG, mowed baclr and ealled in mortar and artillery fixe o
the V0 Tho area wos searchod but no VC were foumd, At 250920 Juno A and B Gome
pondes 2/28 Infantry sent out patrols to the north and east of LOC NINH to rucon
1> high ground, A11 patrols closed back into the base area with negativo contact,
A% 1520 hrs B Compony 2/28 Infantry detained 3 VOS viec XU746055, The VG wers ‘
tumad over to distriet officislss At 1525 hrs A Company 2/28 Infanbry dispriched
a patrol to vie XU723090, Tho Fronch plantation supervisor stated that therc were
VC located there, A Company 2/28 Infantry patrol returned at 1720 hzs, with 1 box
of 7,9 MG omrmmniticn, (Approximtely 250 rownds) and a pack conteining a smell
quentity of medical supplies, B and C Trocp 1/4 Cav continued to provide securi-
ty for ’clée HON QUAN airfield and condusted extensive care and maintenance of
equipment, :

On 26 June at 0005 hrs B Company 2/18 Infentry ambush gatrol engaged
an estimated company size VC force vic XT08898, Contact wes maintaingd for approxie
nmately 20 minutes until the VC fled ‘o the east, southeast and south., A platoon

- from B Compeny 2/18 Infambry was dispotched immediately to reinforce the ambush
 patrol, While attempting to reach the patrol trey encountered an unknown number
of VO approximtely 1000 reters west, Contact was mointained for 5 minutes, Turine
this battle 3 V0 were killed by body count, When the battlefield was policed the
following itens wsre founds 4 sets of web gear, 8 frag grenades, 5 Chiocom type
grenades, 2 hammocks, 3 ponchos, 400 rds 7,62 armmition, 4 AR 74 magazines with
. azxrmmition, 1 BAR magazine with armuntion, 1 Chicom Tingn magazine with canvas bog,

2 enpty Chicom MG boxes, 1 first ald packet, 1 entrenching tool, and 200 feeh of :
detonating cord, AJl 1torp exespt the two weapons were destroyeds Friendly losses -
wero 4 KIA ond 5 Wik, At first light A Company 2/18 Infantry moved out in an S

o%smpt to catsh the VC bub had no contact, After oompletely policing the beitlow
field and surrounding areas a total of 5 VC KIA by comt were found and it is
ectimaied that there were another 21 VO KIA, A Company 2/18 Infantry olosed QUAN
10T o% 261250 Juns, The 2/18 Infentry, C Btry 1/7 Arty romained vie QUAN LOI, The
2/22 Infantry econtinued to provide socurity for the Bde and the 10C NINH oirstrip,
£ 261300 Juns 1 platoon from O Company 228 Infentry omducted a sombat assaait
into an LZ vie XU768072, with negative eontact a d S&D north to vie XU770120; The
platoon then moved southwest bock o LOC NINH 618sing at 261450 June with negative
eontact, Ab 261500 June A Compony 2/28 Inf was allerted for movement to SONG BEi,

: 1
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.. tho river to rieo and the surrent to bogome very swift, The oreration ori

o ODBaBC o~ | N 2?-@@1%1966‘, |

| They begen moving at 261700 June, They olosed at 261915 Jume and wore attached

%o 3/28 Infantry, 2/28 Inf Tomined vle LOC NINH airfield, B Company 2/28 Inf e
. remined vie XUJ04, At first light 1/4 Cav (=) moved to the east and South of A
.- QUAN 10T 4in conjunction with 2/28 Inf in an gtterpt to intercept the VO escaping Fo

- from the 2/28 Inf, At 1345 hrs B Troop 1// CGav ~) end C Troop moved o the north

to recon the route to the area around QAN LOI as originally planned, 1 platoon -

from B and C Troop went north to the bridge vie XI'722972 in an attempt to find

- the crossing, ARTN forces moved south from LOC NINH with a bulldozer and began

 work on a ford mn the goufk of the river, 1/4 Cav conducted MEDCAP activities

in the village vie XT7083 and XT7282, Elements of the 1/4 Cav closed HON QUAN

at 1828 hrs, 1/4 Cav (~) romained vic HON QUAN, 1 platoon of B and O Troop

omained vie bridge at XT722972, The 1/28 Infantry cems under the OPCON of the

3¢ Bds upon elosure of tho 34 Bde TAC CP at SONG E at 1850 hrs, The 3d Bde

- aviation section condueted starlight missions on route 13 from IAT KHE north to
the Cambodien Border from 2000 to 2130 hrs and detected no VG moverént, ‘

, On 27.June the 2/18 Infantry plan was cancelled and the battalion
- eonduoted Joecal patrolling vie QUAN LOI airfield, The 1/28 Inf omtinmed to
" provide sscurity for the NUI BA RA alrfield, At 1950 hrs an ambush patrol from
A Company 1/28 Inf whilo leaving their RON positions made oontact with en estiw

© tumod with wilknown resulte, Ab 0855 hos b Company 1/28 Inf destzoyed 16 huts end
shot 4 pigs vie YU266096, At 0900 hrs B Company 1/28 Inf destroyed 3 river éraft .
 Vlo YUX:0098, At 0935 hrs a fire teanm orbiting this ama received SA fire from

- Tio WU258136,  Fire was retumed with wlnown tesults, 1/28 Inf thon bogen to = S

52D to the wost cZosing into RON Position at 1945 hrs, Tho 2/28 Inf began move-

~wont by air from LOC NINH to SONG EE, ¢ Corpeny 2/28 Inf along with eloments of . !‘. .

edquarters 2/28 Inf remainod vie 10C NINH alrstrip, 1/4 Cav upon cancellation -
of the originally scheduled operation for 27 Juns was released from OPCON 34 Bge

ab 1200 hrs, Tho 1734 Avn Company moved . -, 12 tons of rice captured by ARVN

.~ forces Vie XU914 and distributed 4% to the looal villagers, The 2/33 Artillery
-+ (=) moved fron vie LOC NINE eirfield 4o vie SONG E, | | |

. 0n28 June at 1540 hrs B Compeny 1/28 Infantry oaptured a British 9
- @ stan submachinegun, 2 magazines of ammnition, a medical kit and medicine in o

B vlo WT085, Tho 1/28 Inf oontimued to SiD'to the west of 1ts ROV pestteen. | L

reaching the SONG IE River - .+ ' vie YU198090, An attempt was made to oross . ‘
~tho river using ropos, The attempt was wnsuccessful beeause the heavy rains caused

| ‘ y

' plenmod was then postponed and the 1/28 Inf moved north %o the bridge vie Y189110
vhere they orossed the river and wiere pdeked up by whiele, The 1/28 Inf closed

into NUI BA RA airfiold at 281505 Jume 66, At 0900 hrs elements of the 2/28 Inf

remining at L0C NINH began moverent of personnel and equipment to SONG IE .

G130, The last elerdnts of 2/28 Inf closed into NUL BA RA nirfield at 1730 hrs,

At 0930 hrs A Company 2/28 Infantry conducted s combat assault in an L2 vic YU185.

035 o secure a base for C Biry 2/13 Arty, The planned oporation was postponed and
G Btry 2/13 Artillery did not move, A Corpany 2/28 Inf thon conduoted looal patrole.
ding vic the 12 with negative contact, The 2/28 Infantry (-) remained Vie NUT BA ‘
- R Urfleld, ' Company 2/28 Infantry remainod vie YN185035, ’
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On 29 Junc at 1051 hrs 1/28 Inf conducted a combat assault into LZ
FED" wic YT197995, The 1/28 Inf hed negative contact on landing and elosed into the
L% vy 1150 Hrs, The 1/2? Inf thon bogan S&D to tho east with A campeny on the north

- and B Company in the conter and C Co on the south, At 1215 hrs C Co 1/28 Inf found

2n extensivo funnel notierk end 10 tons of rice stored in bins above the ground vic
6339%1, 411 were well eamsuflaged, The riscwas destroyed, At 1305 hrs C Co 1/28
Inl lecoted a small VO base camp vie YT1999%9, In the base camp was 200 lbs of rice,
2 bieycles, 4 bunkers, 1 tunnel 50 meters long and fresh foot prints leading to 7
buts, A1) were destroued, A% tho same location C Co 1/28 Inf found a brief case of
cwinivion, documents and medical supplics which were avacunted, At 1630 hrs A Co

- 1/&3 Inf mode contact with 2 VC wie XT208997, The WO were teken under fire with unkn

reswlts, At 1915 hrsl/28 Inf closed into their RON position vie YT20499%4 with no
Zciher contact, At 1010 hrs € Biry 2/13 Arty arrived in the area of A Company 2/2%
inf and 4 Co 2/28 Inf assumed responsibility’ Vow sccurity of the Arty base,. The 2,27

Inf (<) remaincd vie #UIDARAAirficld as Brigade sosorve and security for the mirfiold,

A% 1500 Frs A Co 2/28 Inf hed 3 WIA from a booly trapped grenade vie YU200045, At ,
4050 hrs an A Co 2/2% Inf petrol mede contect with about 20 VC viec YU191041, A

- .shory fire fight developed, Gunshipa and artillery wero eslled in on the VC wvith Unk

results, The VC broke contact ot 2910 hrs and fled to the north, The 2/25 Inf (<)
ramzined vie YUZ DA RA Airficld, A Company 2/26 Inf and C Btry 2/13 Arty remeinod
vie LU28303%. A Co 1/28 Inf ficked up 1 VOS vho was cvacvated for further invesigha~
Tion :

' On 30 June ot 1000 hrs 1/28 Inf conducted o eombat assault from LZ RED
into C3J 1, Ucon lending 1/22 Inf recivod senttord sniper firo, Patrols scorchecd
tho erca with negative contact, At 1020 hrs 1/23 Inf was -rdord to QUAN 10T, 1/23
Inf (=) was on OBJ 1 and A Co 1/23 In{ was on LZ RED, Both elcments were moved from
their respoetive locations to NUI A RA Airfield eYZsing at 1350 hrs, The last 1ift

~of C Co 1/2% Inf was 1ifted dircetly from OBJ 1 to QUAN LCi, 1/28 Inf (=) was then

Lifted from WI DA RA Airficld to QUAN LOI, Upon elosing QUAN LOI the 1/22 Inf come
under (ICON of 1st Brigade, At 0900 hrs B Co 2/28 Inf conducted a combat agsam+ '

- YULG0L34 and secured the aree for arwival of B Biry 1/5 Arty by CHA7. At 1500 hrs
& Co 2/28 Inf patrol found soveral well camouflaged bunkers with ovorhead cover,

-gevercl houscs wlth under grouni tunncls and one brg of ricc, A1l wore destroyed,

A% 1510 brs C Btry 2/13 Arty moved to NUI BA RA Airficld 73 ot 1545 g A Co 2/28

Inf moved By foot' fmdm th.im RO wosftion o NI T4 DA Airfiold cliads o% 300745 Fan,

2/% Inf («) rowinod at UL DA RA Alrfield, B Go 2/28 Inf and B Btry romeined vic

- XU200134,

Cn 1 July 2/28 Inf (-) eontimued to provice sccurity for the Brigsde CP

end NUI BA RA Airfield, Locsl patrolling was conductcd with negative contaet,

2/28 In{ vemained vie NI A RA Adrficld end D Coampany 2/28 Inf and 3 Btry 1/5 Arty
{=) remeined vic BASE 2. . : ; _

On 2 July the 3d Brigade Tusk Forco depertod tho SONG BE area and
returnod %o the LOC NINH area and preparod for possible cormitmont in that aren,
2/ Inf movod from the NUI BA RA Airstrip to the LOC NINK Mrystrip, The ,
1/15 Iof wns alerted 4o be prepered to move from Lil KUE to the LCC NINH proa, At

1135 brs the Battelion was instructed %o move loud elements to the LAI K'E Airstrip,

A% 1215 hrs 1st 11t departed LAI KHE, A% 1735 hrs the 1st 1ift of tho

 1/16 Inf departed, Tho Brignde OP returned to LOC NINH,
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SURMECT: Gombu Opevations Aftor Actlon Roport (MACV/RVS/T3/32% L

On 3 Juiy the 1/16 Inf remained on alort for possihlc comettment into

% SLACE. or %e ruinforco NAN QUAN or QUAN LOI, Tho 1/i6 Inv comidmucd to assist dn
the defunsc of tho LLC NINH eirfield, A% 2030 hrs A Co 1/16 Inf began to S¢D to the

. northeest to vis XU773111 ond XU7731.0, A% (930 hes the rcuadning cloments of the

2/28 In® closed LOC NIV arcz, At 0715 nwe ¢ Co 2/28 Inf moved wozt from LOC MINH

o vie X,635066 in order to sceurc the awon for G Btry 2/13 Arty. 2 plaidons of B
Co 2/78 Inf seoured the road from LCC KINH o XU685066, A% 1230 hrs C Biyy 2/13 -
+Arty mowod by road to their location, clouing at 1202 hrs, B 2/28 fuf (=) romaine

o8 vhe L il Alrficld, G Co 2/28 Inf and C Dtiy 2/13 Avty mrodnod vie YU685066,
Ga 4 July at. 2030 hrs A Ca 1/16 Inf bogen to rove 4o the northesst

 frem LOC HYMH, ‘At 0350 hrs A Co 1/56 inf dropped off a platoon embush vie XU764092,

4 Go L/il Inf (=) continued to the nowth to vie XU773140 arriving at 0300 hos. A -
Ce /16 Tr? then rcturned to batiailoa avea closing ab 1320 urz, At 1215 hee D Co

1/:6 Inf was placed om 30 mimite alcrt for possible eommiilient to esuist in protecs

- Hon of a downed CH47, B Co 1/16 Inf was token off clert at 1315 hrs when A Co 2/28

Int sceurcd the downed CH47, The 3./16 Inf yemeined vie LOC NINH Airficld, At 0735 . e

hrs C Cn 242 Inf moved to vie XU539064 to scourc a new arca for C Diry 2/13 Arty, -
C by closed into tho new area zt 1302 hrs, At 0800 hrs A Co 2/23 Inf began to LD

b the noetlwest. At 1225 hrs A Co was ordercd o move south to vie XUG9TL(L where -

tho OHl47 had gono down, A Co 2/28 Inf arrived et this locotion et 1315 hrs, A
CLLG 2ty arrived at about the sanc 4imo =ud o p. obu was formed exound tho -
GiY7 wlih & To 2/28 Inf on the ccst and C.DG Co an thi we- % A%t 1715 hes 2 mon

Ziws O Co 2/23 Inf vore injurcd by a short Slmm norter, o yomd fluud by C Co 2/28

© On 5 July the 1/16 Inf (=) comtimued to provido sscuwrity for the LOG

NI Ainfiald, A5 2015 hrs 5 Co 1/16 Inf began movoron® o0 2 patrol bose vie XU
803057 whore theyclosed ab 0340 hrs, Upon closing C Co 1/1f i sont out 2 platoon
sigo embush patrols vie XUS14053 and XU812060, € Co 1/15 In{ eomtimued patrolling
vie tholr patrol base until 1500 hrs whon they moved to POSITION MIKE XU76°040 to

rost, &b 2015 hre vhey moved southwes’ to a patrol bzse vie ¥1735997, At 0630 hrs - o

one pleioon of B Co 1/16 Inf condueted a combat nssult into LZ BEITY (Xusos123) - -
they thor moved southwost back to battalion baso areas closing at 1i%4 hrs with neg
~confnct, A 0647 hrs orc platosn of B Co 1/16 conducted a combat csssult into Lz

MARY (XU/8£034) and then moved beck to brttnlion bose elosing et 1425 hrs with neg

- conteet, The 1/16 Inf () romeined vic LUC KINL, A Co 2/28 Inf end one CIDG Co
ranalned overnight vie XJ697065, 'C Co 2/28 Inf ond ono CIDG company continucd to

provide socurity for C Ntry 2/13 Arty vie XU6B9064, At 0800 hro A Co 2/28 Inf . -

R hogan to SED north. to vie XU700110 and thon southwest to the battalion hese area

closing o 0915 hrs w’th negntive contact, At 1318 hrs o platoon from D Co 2/28 Inf
patrelled vie XU7150°Y; ond returncd at 1635 hrs with nogntive contact,. The 2/28 Inf

. 23%.

H
R S

(=) romeined vie LOC “INH, C Co 2/28 Inf end C Béry 2/13 Arty romnined wvie XU6S0064, -

On 6 July at 2015 hours C Compeny 1/16 Infantry moved from POSITION

MUE (XUT70040) to = patrol baso wie XT733994. At 070C hours C Compeny 1/16 Infane
e e,

P LANTEE JLEL Tttt

wIy mo ~Yan na%pol to recon Huy 13 from XT720986 to Xt723005,
At 1035 Loy s o : S .
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Raeon Plotoon 1/16 Infantry was 1ifted into L2 YELLWW (XU725013) and moved south

1o block and reeon the orea around LZ YELLOW, The Récon Platoon 1/16 Inf then

ues ordered to recon to the wost of the streom vic XU712013, C Company 1/16 Inf
foun? 5 ¥C hodics vie XU725013 and 5 VC bodies vie XU726006, It was believed that
those bodics were from the battle of 30 Junc, The Recon Platoon also found the
feilowing equipment: 2 AT rockets, 5 Chicom Grenades, 5 Riflc gwenades, 1 sixty

rm mortne round, 25Crounds linked 30 col ammunition, 30 rounds 30 cal 1M1 ammunitien,
&0 rounds Chicon 7,62 corbiase ommunition, 1 gun cart end 2 T and E mechanism for
.52 machinegun, C Conpuny 1/16 Inf then moved to LZ YBLLOJW where they wre extre
agtod by UMD at 061520 July 1956, The Recon platoon remained vie L7 YEiL® and
ettenpted to ambush any VO econing into the area, At 1600 hrs the reetrm pltsch
hogun B0 58D north bick 3 TOC HIMI! closihg AY17457Brs. EE 1010 hrs one platoon
of A Company 1/16 Inf conducted a combat assault intc a LZ vic XUS30068 and began
o 58D to the northwest, They werc cxtracted fyom a P2 vie XU819025 at 1910 hrs
with nepative contzebd, At 0855 hrs the roeon platocn end tho AT platoon 2/28 Inf
began to S to the northwest vie XU710125, There were approximatcly 100 omplace=
ments ond bunkers Ciscovered vic XU710119, 12 bunkers were destroyed, The recon

- platoon znd AT platoon roturned o LOC VINI closing at 1430 hrs with negstive cone

toct, D Company 2/20 Inf relcived. C Company 2/20 Inf of the sccurity mission around
 Biry 2/13 Arty. The relief w:s complete ot 0945 hrs and C Company 2/28 Inf moved
w0 a patrol basce vie ZUT700109, A patrol was dispetched to tho northwest end found

‘a froquently uscd soring vie ¥U712095, At 1330 hrs C 2/28 Inf found 3 huts end 3

obsexvetlon post on hill 182 vie XU693120, Arty weas celled into the arca rosule

%ing in 4 sscondery oxplosions, C Capany 2/28 Inf departed the patrol base at

1515 hrs and closed back into the bottalion base area at 1635 hrs, 2/20 Inf ()

continued to seeure LOC ML arcn, B Company 2/28 Inf remaincd with C Ntry 2/13
bhrty,

On 7 Jul at 2000 hrs B Company 1/15 Inf begzn to SXD east to vie XU
773072, then north to XU775085, southwost to XU750020, and then northwoat to the .
battelion base area closing at 1600 hrs vith nogative contact, At 0259 hys the
recon plateon 1/16 Inf conductod a combat assewlt into L2 HARY and S8 northwest
o tho batlalion basc ursa closing at 1330 hrs with negativo eontact, The 1/16
Inf ronnined vic LOG WINH Airficld, A% 0820 hrs A Company 2/28 Inf conducted a
corbat essault around the villege vie XU712152, A Company 2/28 Inf searched the
village for VO and VCS and comploted the ssarch ot 1040 hrs with negative results,

- A%1113 hre a patrsl fren A Company 2/28 Inf made contaect with § VO vie XU707147,

SA and nriy fire was placod cn the VO and it was estimated that 1 VC was Killed
and 1 wornded, The palvol pursucd the VO but they fled, At 1430 hrs A Company -

2/23 In? found 3 huts and 2 foxholes vie XU7051.46, VC propeganda was found in the

huts ond destroyed, A Cowpany 2/28 Inf was extroctod end closcd the battelion base

ab 181¢ hrs, B Coupcny 2/28 Inf conducted extonsivopatrolling and eontinued to
scevre C Btry 2/13 Asiy, : S : ' :

8 3y 1/16 Inf commenced movement by CV2 eir craft from LOS NIMH
to QUAN LOX, At 1430 hrs a UHID began to shutile the 1/16 Inf to ‘QUAN.LOX The
last cloment of 1/16 Inf Jovarted LOC NINH 2 1630 krs and vpon elusure into QUUAN
LCT eime mder OPCOY of the 1st Brigade. 2/28 Inf at 0730 began clearing tho road
from LCC HINH to XU691065 for movenont of C Btry 2/13 Arty, By 0920 hrs B Company

s R T 21 e ey L.
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2/23 Inf (<) had secured the westorn portion of the route and the rocon platoon and

AT platoon of 2/28 Inf had sccured the castern portion of the road. G 2/13 Arty

" then commenced their movement 4o LOC NINM closing =t 1310 hrs, B 2/28 Inf and ‘bhe
recon platson along with the AT platoon closed 10C ST ot 1405 hrs with negative
contact, The 2/28 InT essumod rosponsibility for the scctor vacatud by 1/16 Inf,
- The 2/z3 In? remeined vie LCC FUS, :

: On 9 July the 2/28 Inf continued to provide secur'lty for the LOC NIN"!
_ Arfield ond the Brigade CP, The 2/28 Irf dispatched 4 platoon size patrols, - All
- patrols eloscd back into the batitelion baag arce by 1320 hra with negative contact.
The 2/28 In? and Pv*lbadc CP renained vie LOC NINT Airstrip,

At 0330 1€ July 2/2% Inf (=) began to StD to vie XU702100, A Compeny
’2/28 Inf (=) returncd to LCC NI Adrstrip at 0332 hrs with nogative contact, At
© 0358 ars one platoon from C Corpeny 2/28 Inf S&) to vic XU765082, Tho Platoon ree

turned to LUC SINH at 1135 hrs with negative contact, 2/28 Inf and Bie cr remain-
ed vie LUC FINK airficld,.

.. On1l July 1966 at 0755 hrs the rccon plotson 2/28 Inf began SPD wost -

to & patrol base vic XU692092 vhere they conducted extensive patrolling. The reeon
platoon returnedat 1335 hours with nogative contauct, At 0300 hrs a platoon from B

Y7

Compeny 2/26 Inf began to S&D s-uthcast to vie XU755061, B Company 2/28 Inf closed =

© back into LCC NINH ot 1553 hrs with 1:1ep‘ai'.:lv'a contact, At 0905 hrs one platoon from

- C ‘Compony 2/28 Inf begen to SiD to vie XU765105 and returned to LOC I\'I"H o.'b 1370 hrs |

- with negntive contact, The 2/28 Inf remeined vie LOC EINT Airstrip, ,

On 12 July 2/23 Inf continued to provide soourity for the Brigade CP

and LG NIV Airficld and conducted local socurity patrols, The 2/28 Infentry also. -
conducted small undt treining in hond and arm signols, immediate action drille: and

weapon goroing, The batialion remained vie LCC WINT A:lrfiold.

On 13 - * July at 0500 hrs B Company 2/23 Inf (=) SE&D to vic xU692095.
~ B Company 2/28 Inf dcs troyed on Chicam gronade, (booby trup) vie XU715104, B

Company 2/28 Inf (e) returned to LOC WINH at 1512 hrs, The 2/2¢ Inf remained vie
L3C UL alpstrip along with 33 Bde CP

' On 14 July the 2/28 Inf continuod to provide sucurity b the LOC NINH
Airficld ond conducted locel socurity petrols sround the LOC NINH area, A Ccwpsny
'2/28 Inf wos on a one hr alort as RRF for the ARVN convoy betwcen AN LOC end LOC ~
NIWI, The 34 Bde CP moved ¢o LiI KUE at 141300 July, Tho Bde TAC CP remained vie

LOC MINE Airfield, The 1/18 Infantry replaced the 2/28 éni the 2d Brigade sssumed -

reaponsibility for the LOC NIEH arca, thus ending Opzration EL PASO II
42, RESULTS
. & Friendly Losses: .
3 June . 9 WIA, 2 KIA

4 Juno 10 ‘JIA 5 KIA
5 June 2 VIA
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b

2 June
O Juns
11 June
12 June
lly «J"’_’ﬂ‘:’
15 June
2% June
2:.’;. June
25 June
29 June
5 Faly
7 July
9 iy
10 July
13 Sy

TCTALS
Baamy Lossest
5. June

6 June
3 Junce

- 10 Junc

11 June

12 June
13 June’

- 14 dune

17 June
12 June
20 Jdune
22 June
24 June

25 June

26 June

28 Juﬁe
22 June

30 Juno
1 July
2 July
L July

ARty
- TOTAL:

7N 20 Avgust 1966

10 WIA, 1 KIA
JIARRLY

53 1A, 33 KIA

1 WIA

1 WIA

1 ;"IA

.f'-‘ R

l LLQ, 1 I\IA

;l ‘IIA

6 WIA

2 WIA

4 WIA, 2 KIA

/1L WIA, 12 KIA

9 WIA, 3 KIA

3 HIA

165 WIA 59 KIA

1 KIA (BC}, 17 VS, 15 rounds 8lm mortar
1 YCS
105 KIA (DC), 100 KIA (Est), ono 57 rr, 1 AKL'?

1 k14 (3C), 1 Chicom AKW rifle captured
108 KIA (T‘C), 1 WC, 1 Gorman 7,92 MG, 1 'IRG-Z, 1
Chicom oarbine, 27 rounds 60mn mortar, 1 60 mortar
3 WS

.~ 12 rounds &lmm mov'"oe.c

1 VCS

2 vCg, 3 VCS, 1 US eerbine, 1 rifle gronade leounchor
250 Tbs ault destroyed

34 VCS

4, RPG-2 rounds and $0 rounds 7, 62 ammmition eanturod
1 VCS, 109 rounds 30 cal smmunition, 1 AT end 1 AP

- ning, misccll-u\ sous coulpment destroyed,

3 V05, 3 rounds 60mn mortar

5 k1A (B 3¢), 15 KIA (Pos), 1 Russizn carbino, 1 PRGw2
rocket launcher with 1 round, 400 rounds 7,62 amruni
tion

1 subnmachine gun

1 KIa (2C), 1 vcs 1 ML rdiflo, 10.5 tons rico, 2
bicycles

1 XIa (nC), 1 VCS
25 tons rice

1 Ve
2 KIA (3C), 1 (Bst)
2 KIa (Estf, 4 VCS

224 KIA (BC), 118 KIA (Est), 3 VOC, 52 VUS
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13, ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:

The logistical base for the 3d Brigade Task Force was located et = -
the Brigade base camp in LAI KHE for the entire operation, TheBrigade els
-ments were resupplicd daily by CV2 to the forward logistical base and from
there to the forward bases. by UHID helicopter as required, Maintenance
control teams were provided by the direct support unit, C Cempany T70lob

Maintenance Battalion, Equipment which could not be repaired er replaced em ,v _ |

- @l%e wag oxchanged from the base camp, Medlecal service was provided by

B Ccmpany 1ot Medical Battalien, LA surgery team attached)provided the
modlcal fecility with the capahility of performing majer surgery, Pationts
were evacuated as required. No major loglstical problems were encountered,

14, SPECIAL EQUIPMENT AND TEGHNIQUES:

2o The technlque of cordon and search of g village was almost

perfected in the operation by the 2/28 Infantry on 20 June, The essential = .

- points to be stressed are:
" (1) Cordoning the village without belng detected,

' ~ (2) Psy/Ops broadcasts to explain to the people vhat 18
happening  and what they should do, ' oo

(3) - & ready airmobile RRF to block escape of any personnel
who slip the cordon, '

(4) & black 1ist of known or suspected VC,

: (5) ARVN assistance and district assistance in searching and
questioning, '

(6) A definmlte techirique of questioning and identiﬁing all
perasonnel, :

(7) MEDCA P and civie action activities,

"bs The US Air Force MEDEVAC helicopters were used to evacuste
" wounded from dense rubber trees on 11 June 1966, g

15, COMMAIDER!S ANALYSIS: | |
Some lessons learned during Operation EL PASO II were:
L - 8o The VO attempted to fortify the high ground arownd LOC NINH
. dn preparation for an attack on that towm, Extensive patrolling not only
detected’ these VO fortifications but deeisively defeated a VC battalion

and disrupted VC plans, The best defense is aggressive and contimous patrole
_ling to insure the enemy cennot move in and build uvp for an attack, ,

24
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b, Mr traffic control was furmshod by Pathfinders from the

-1st Aviation Battalion, Recormend & Pothfinder team be attached to the

3d Brigade when it is necessary to support a fixed airfield, Minimum

equipnment necessary will include runvey lights and radio cormunieations

with FM and UHF capabilities, Personnel should not be rotated throughoud
- operation without proper coordination with Brigade Headquarters,

c. When Air Force alrcraft are utiligzed to 1ift elements of thig

Brigade it is imperative that an air combat control tean be ostoblished at -

both the podmb of embarkation and the point of deparkation, This is not
only to bave adequcote control to prevent a serious accident but to be able

%0 pite imwtrudtions to tho pitots~so ay to*make: donding ehd“uildading more

efficient,

d. The FAC's need a radio with the capability of covering the
same frequency range as the ground troops, A1 cormand frequencies of
unlts within the 34 Brigade except the Brigade Command Frequency are above

- 51,0 MC FM vhich puts them out of range of the present FAC radios, It is

necessary for the FAC to be able to monitor the actions of the ground come

manders in order to understand what is going on and enabling tdm to provide

much better close air support with much greater assurances of troop safoty,

S

SEMY§I4
Colone®, Infantry
Comanding

MAGV J2
MACT

Commander 24 Air Division
Cormanding General 1st Inf Div
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HEADQUAKTERS

e ~iST INFANTLY DIVISION ARTTLLERY
A APO US Forces 96345 -
AVDE-RA3 SR S 23 'Septenber 1966
SURJEST: Combat Operations After Action Report (HAQ&AxCS/JB/ﬁé)
| THRU: Conmand Channels
TO: = Commanding General
1st Infantry Division
‘ ATTN: G3
o -+ APO US Forces 96345

2

" (U) Opeistion EL PASO II/III - security, ‘sear.ch’ and destroy. -
2, (U) 2 June 1966 = 3 Sep 1966; ' ’
3, (C) CONCEPT OF OPERATION:
" a, Artillery Support

~ist Inf Div Arty L . - . . Col, Marlin ¥, Camp
2/13 Avty (=) _ Lt. Col, Gerald E, Robinson
DS 1st Bde (9 June-28 June) with - T
c/2/33 Arty atchd (9 June-28 June)

 D/1/5 Arty atchd (13 June-27 June) L :
B/8/6 irty atchd (10 June-18 June) w/fires ~, - c
controlled ‘by Div Arty. ‘ oo D

2/33 Arty (=) . . .. Lt. Col. Frank i, Tims (2
o S June-15 July) .
* DS 3d Bde (2 June-16 July) with - Lt. Col, James K, Koenig
¢/2/13 hrty atchd (6 June-16 July) (15 July-16 July)
- G/1/7 Arty atchd (8 June-27 June) L :
_B/1/5 Arty atchd (27 June~16 July)

_8/6 Arty (=) .

-GS (18 June=27 June) (6 July-17 July)
DS '2/18 Inf (27 June-6 July) with
. ¢/1/7 Arty atchd (27 June-8 July) with

- B/1/5 Arty (~) (3-how) atchd (1 July-

2 July) ,
A/2/33 Arty atchd (30 June-h July)
~ 1/LHAA (17 July-21 Aug)
.. D/8/6 Arty atchd (27 June~3 Sep)
B/8/6 Arty atchd (9 June-3 'Sepg'

Lt. Col. John X, NeGiffert

1/5 Arty (=) ‘ oL

DS 1st Bde (6 July-16 July) with

A/1/5 Arty atchd (6 July=-11 July)
'1/2/33 Arty atchd (6 July-11 July)

C/1/7 Arty atchd (8 July-12 July)
. B/1/7 Arty atchd (13 July-16 July)

-' ‘.. “/\l;.* 'é?iiﬁghi

Lt:'Col;tbavid'Célegérs
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1/7 Aty (=) . ' Lt. Col. Carroll S. Meek

DS 2d Bde (17 July-16 Aug) with
B/1/7 Arty atchd (17 July-20 Aug)-
~ A/1/5 Arty‘atcehd (17 July-16 Aug)
" B/2/33 Arty atchd. (17 July-1 Aug)

R b, Deployment: Art.lllery support was provided by assigning

1 105mm Bns in direct support of the Brigades. These artillery battalions
.varied in size from two to four batteries., For certain special operations
.a Battalion (=) or one battery was attached to a single infantry batta-

.lion. The deployment and fires of the direct support artillery units were -

. econtrolled by the supported unit (for details see appropriate Brigade
reports), General support and reinforcing artillery was provided by 155mm

and 8 inch howitzers from the ‘8/6 Arty. The GS and GSii artillery batteries

were positioned at various tinies in the AN LOC - WUAX LOI - CHON TIANH

. base camp-areas, or, for special one or two day operations, moved to for=

ward field positions to provide support; such as from 7-11 July when the
8/6 Arty was located at "artillery position 1" and fired in support of .
. 1st Bde convoy ambushed on 9 July, The GS artillery fires were controlled
by the forward element of D:urls:.on Art.:n.llery. For some special operations
‘the 8/6 Arty was assigned a direct support nuss:.on.

‘ c., Fire Support Coordination: Boundaries between AO's vere
esta.'blished as fire coordination lines, The Div Arty Fire Suprort ilement
noved forward and was co-located with the Division TOC,

- d., Army Aviation Support- Division Artillery Aviation Séction,
.augmented with one 0=~1F aircraft from the 74th Aviation Company, provided

“aerial observation over convoys and Brigade areas of operation during day- -

light hours., Radio relay, artillery adjustment, recon and command liaison

were performed as required, ‘The aircraft were maintained and operated from

- Division Artillery field locations, Aircraft requiring major repair or

. intermediate maintenance ‘and inspection were replaced with aircraft avail-

,@ble at the PHU LOI base camp, Total hours flown on operation EL PASO
II/III are as follows: -

OH=13's = 1008 hrs
_ 0-tF . 151 hrs
b Total ' 1159 hrs

e. Art.i.uery arnlng to. AJ.:‘cra.ft* Artillery/mortar advisory
was provided by each Brigade in their respective areas of operation. Each
direct support battalion provided information to the -Brigade advisory

center, Advisory information for the QUAN LOI and AN LOC area was provided

by the air traffic controllers from the 1st Avn Bn., This headquarters

controlled all artillery in the QUAN LOI/AN LOC area and forwarded the

advisory information to the air traffic controller. The system was con-
‘s:.dered to- be adequate.

‘ f, Artillery LNO's and FO's: Direct support artillery batta-
‘lions provided LNO's and FO's to the supported unit, 8/6th Arty and Div
Arty provided I..NO 's to ARVN, .

g.. Div Arty Base Organization and Security: CO HHB Div Arty
was responsible for organization of the Div Arty base and coordination of
security with the 2d Bn, 18th Infantry while in the forward base areas, ‘
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h, letro: Electronic-met messages were received from the Div
Arty met section at PHU LOI (until it became inoperable).and from PHUOC
TP and GU CHI. A visual £light team wes available in the wWUAN LOI area,
"nis tesm corrected the electronic met messapes with actual wind data at
(AN LGOI, This correction was not always accemplished due to the weather
iiwitations on visnal met observations, Howcver, in most cases, the
electronic met proved very satisfactory, - :

-4, . Control and Clsarances of Fires: Div Arty and edch_direct
support’ Bn cleared fires with the ARVN headquarters nearest their loca=
tions for their responsible units. Bde and Bn AQ's were cleared as free

fire areas prior tc conduct of an operation.

j. Artillery Preparation Fires on LZ'si. Preparatlons were
planned and executed by direct support battalions and reinforced on-—call
by general support artilléry,- Units conducted registrations or fired
check rounds in the vicinity of LZ's prior to firing preparations.

k., (U) EXECUTION: For narrative summary of operations see appropriate -

Brigade reports,

5. . (U) Breakout of ammnition expenditures and arfilleny missions are

included in Brigade reports. The 8/6 Arty while in a GS role fired 14,250
rounds HE, 344 rounds VP and 284 rounds Illum of 155mm and 9,449 rounds

of 8 inch during 4,282 missions., (87 registrations, 3,080 H&I, 371 anti-
personnel, 270 anti-equipment and 474 others).

6, (C) ADMINISTRATION:

a., Participating Strength:

Start of Operation End of Operation _Casualties
~ Div Arty (=) | 60 S 100 1 WIA
- 8/6th Arty (=) 299 . 264 0
- 2/33d Arty (<) . 249 , 29 o
2/13th Arty (=) 318 316. 2 WIA
1/5th Arty (=) . 289 . 278 o
) 220 1 0

' b.“iAwardé and Decorations: Div Arty Pér3°nnel.fe°eived 177

 awards- and decorations for actions during EL PASO II/IIL,

7. (C) INTELLIGENCE/CIVIL AFFAIRS: '

2. Intelligence and Civil Affairs: 1st Infantry Divieion G2
and Brigade S2's provided the intelligence support before and during the
operation., A great deal of low level intelligence information was receiwved

" from the Special Forces camps at AN LOC, LOC NINH and SONG BE-and also
. some ARVN authorities at sector and village level, .

-

b, Surveillance: Electronic surveillance equipment was not

:";employed by Div Arty. Red Haze and SLAR flights provided targets which

were fired on by artillery, Surveillance of target areas and suspect
locations was accomplished by aerial bbservers during times of good

- visibility,
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' -the operat:.on (particularly during EL PASO' II) was complicated by frequent
4'_cross attachment of batter:.es , both divisional and non-divisional, from

. their parent battalion t0 other battalions and by attachment to :Lnfanu'y

o elements, The frequent movement and change in assignment resulted in
. delays and misrouting of some supplies, This adverse condition was par-

" ~tially compensated for by having all artillery trains elements operate
from LAI XKHE and coordinate closely and directly on logistical support.
The Div Arty SL section acted as a clearing house and radio relay station

AV’DB-RAB ' ' 23 September 1966 259
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| bas:.c requirement was fulfilled by Air Force C-123 or C~130 lift from .

UNCLASSIF1E,

.' £ A - -

(C) LOGISTICS AND SUPPLY: .

- General. Log:.st:.cal supporl:. of the artillery elements dur:.ng

in an effort to keep part.s and supplles moving to the proper battery.
Y. Amnm'x:l.t:l.on was supplied by a comb:l.net:.on of means, The

BIEN HOA tq the: airstrip closest to each battery position., The ammunition o |

. was then shuttled to the battery by vehicle or helicopter. This system

 occasions ammunition wss lifted from base stocks at LAI KHE directly to o
 battery positions, This base stock was subsequently replaced by Air Force
- 1ift from .BIEN HOA. Movement of ammunitions to and from the LZ's by heli-

" and slings became available, At the close of EL PASO II, the Div Arty
S~ could move 1000 rounds of prepackaged ammunition to any position
. within one hour.

was supplemented by a large initial overland movement of ammunition from ' {
LONG BINH to CHON THANH when the GS battalion was committed, On two . .

copter became more effective and less time consuming as A 22 containers

c. Other supplies: The operation of a single 1ogn.sh. cal base
and the responsiveness of the S&T element there resulted in excellent

. support of the forward elements, The only problem concerning these sup-

: outstanding direct support maintenance and bzck-up orgenizational main=- .
o tenance for the forward elements,

plies was caused by the frequent movement and cross attachment as dis-
cussed above,

ds I'Iambenance. Company c, 701 st Maintenance Battalion prov:.ded

e. Medical: Med:.cal support of arb:.llery unﬁts was provided by

i y organic medlcnl sections, Medical evacuation was to the nearest clearing - \ '
. location or to a specific medical facility in special cases, Non-emergency ot
. voases were evacuated routinely by resupply aircraft,

f.‘ Transportation: Sufficient ground transportat:.on means were o <

o introduced into the operational area to satisfy artillery requirements

and, to a large extent, fulfill the short haul requirements of various S
infantry and support elenerrt.s. Aerial - resupply worked well despite bad , ‘j

' weather.and soft alrstrn.ps.

g., Svmnary Log:.st:.cal support of the 18t Infantry Dlv:Ls:Lon

o ' Artillery in this rap:.dly mov:mg operatlon was adequate,

(c). COI\WUNICATIONS. The RC-292 antenna was elevated an additional

| 2J+ feet by using a mast kit (AB 235/C) and stakes (GP-2)., This helped -

)

~ evercome the effect of heavy vegatation and darmpness and provided a good

readable signal to about .50 miles. A system of mounting radios in the

- CP,:,tent without the use of remotes was employed and proved very effective,

K3
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10, (G }EDICAL.

2. “ntﬁatlcwt During the operation of the Div Arty medical
2id section in the forward area from @ Jude to 28 July a total of 202
revients were weatrdd as follows:

(1} URI 57
(2Y Skin disease 3l
{3) Castro intestinal 10
{3 v -5
(8 Possiple malaria 1
(6) Tusact bike 3
{(7) Iciucies 61
(8) Other 20
(9) Vietnamese Nationals 7

" 0f the injuries, there were only five that were injured from hostile
- actions,

b. TField Sanitabtion: Sanitation and mess fa.cll:.t:.es vere
generally adeguate but required constant attentlon.

11, (C) CONCLUSIONS AND LESSONS LEARNED:

the opération.
b. ueSSOHS Learned.

(1) Combined ax*t,lllery-aa.r operatlons can be conducted

- simultaneously in the same area, Detailed pre~planning to include the o
estzblishment of safe air corridors allowed the continuation of artillery
preparations during airmobile operations, The establishment of fire coore.
dination lines with artillery employed on one side and air on the other o
~enhanced this continuous fire support ca.pabihty.

(2) Ini‘antry and armored cavalry plntoon sergeants and
platoon leaders must be thorouphly trained in artillery adjustiment and

observer procedure, This is essential so that they can call for artillery - »

fires when their assigned a:t::.llnry forward observer is wounded or out
of action, - :

(3) Use of airborne artillery observers proved effective,
They were 2ble to rapldJ v report ground activity not detectable by per-
sonnel on the ground and prov:.ded accurate and t:.mely observed artlllery
s\mporb to the ground. ga.gn.lrg arms,

a. Conclusion: Artillery adequately and corrbinuousiy supported
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st CORFIDENTTAL o 250 | A
" AVDB-RA3 , | 23 September 1966 | A
. S,UBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (MACV/RCS/J3/32) L }
R ~ (4) Habitual association of units should be maintained |
' in the interest of unity of effort and timely response to orders, Only
~ in cases of tactical necessity should batteries be atte_chod to other 1
than their parent unit,
FOR THE COMMANDER:
/8/Thonas M, Bowes .
/t/THOMAS 1. BOVIES b
Major, Artillery "
Adjubant
| DISTRIBUTION: | o | : |
Ist Inf Div (G3) = 25 - N ™
23d Arty Gp = 6 _ : , R
1/5 Arty = 5 - |
8/6 Arty - 6
1/7 Arty = 5
- 2/33 Arty - 5
"A TRUE COPY“

S 4% g D | o
 WILLIAM L PONDER : ]
- Major, Artillery
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