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Botito Exporioncos 9 July 1955
Coia ~rint 0-ficer, Troop C - R

* On tho norning of 9 July 1964, tho lat Squadron 4th Covelry (=) moved

to cecute o division sizo rceon in forec micsion in the crca south of

A7 10C and west of Highwny 13, The mnin axis of cdvanee wes clonz tic
HMINI TCT Road., Thds rocd is o socondory Joterite rocd whieh wos in
oxcellent condition during the operation, It cxtonds from the southern
nortion of the XA CAT Rubbor ¥l ntotion ot coordinnto AT 744801 throwgh
socondory mder:rovth ond over two scni-fordoble strecms to the cntronee
of the idah Thrnh rubber Flent.tion arca ot coordinntes XT 635706,

Tho Sowrdron moved froi its porincter at the AN LOC ~irstrip with Troop
C 1 ae followcd by Troop, Si timo was eonrl; morning approximatoly
0730,

Artillory units were pre-positioned to support tho srundron move to
tho ©i, ir suppori wos rondily oveilablo with an aireenp over thc colummn
enc on ~irforee LFO ridinr in the squadron GG :ielicopter.

Troop C novid south of Hwy 13 to o RJ b XT 760847 vihcro tho troop thon
proceciod west ond south ~long sceond~ry latorite plantation roads to o
holding croo =% approximcte coords &T 745808, ' '

Troop £ order of morch and formation werc os foliows:
1st Flrto-f, CF group w/CO's APC iidie AFC
23 Flotood, 3d pltoca and Heo (=) group consisting of Cporatious/Comm AFC,
AVIB ond ldinten~nec scetion ARC, B

The troop VIR hod boen left ot the ilinh Thonh plontetion during s
corlicr oper:iion., Tho fleme thrrwer trock (Zippo was interrated into
the tocticcl formation of tho lst plotoon, Toctiezl -formotion thrcughout
the mojority of tho cporation corpisted of the lst plotoon flonidng the
rcod woy ca the right or west ond BW of tho rond, the 2d platorn on tho loft
or East, scuth ond ST of the road, The CP group, 3d platoon ond Trocp g
(=) fcillcwed by v-rizus distonees along the rondwey with the Troep CF
gecup generally alined with the reor vehicle of the flonking platcons,

Trree tonks wire cvailcblo for this operation; onc from the 1lst platoon

aévoneed nlong tho recdwey, tiw othor two tonks led their respective flank

ploteen Zcrmntions, Tho 3¢ plntoon did not hove tenks. The cquncron (<)

hod intoesrated clemonts of Cempeny B, 1/2 Inf Bn intc troop form~iions

ca 7 Julr giving o totnl of six fighting trocpers cbosrd coeh treck,

A +#»~urkh it is impossiblo tc nerroto the scpornto actirns of citiicr otit~ched
2-riry or organic envelry trecpers, it must be said thet these infontrymen

acopted cuickly and cxecllently to ecvelry troop tadtics and £ ught ceccd-

incly wall, - '

TWith the tro:p helted in the pro-recon pesiti.ns, artillery proiorations
wore fixcd clenp the route of adveneo. Poor wenther deleyed pre-plonning
airstrilcs cpproziontely on houwr, The Troop remcined in this helding
peciticn 2t cosrds £T 745808 for slighily over on heur until the low coiling
-liftes, ' '

L7C Lewrmne, Scundron €O, mave the order to mcve out cnd Tre p € in
a doployed formation, moved south an? then SW peralleling the ronmy,

Ag the tro-p left tho scuthern edre of tihc rubber, the underbrush ond jwncle
ot beeamo sc thick that tho 1st platoon'wes unable t- moncuver in o
flrnking formntion on tho right of the road.,. The platec-n rotirned te the

T .20 and rrococfed SW in o column formmtion aleng the road,
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* 8oo tho 22 platoon, bocruse of cxtromel- linitod visibility ~nd thick juncle
grewth, wes forcod to roturn to the rocd fren its Jeft flonking form-tion,
The troop oontinuel in this pesture for approxinctely 2,100 ncters,

The troop returned to its flanking wedge formotion approximately ot
coords XT 730786, This wedge fermotioh wos continued by Trcap C for several
hours as tho Squadron (=) ccncucted its recon nission along tho axis of
advence, Recon by fire wes cmployed by the flanking platoons. Ho return
fire wos received and no cnenmy activity observed. During this time. ortillory
preperations were being fixed severcl thouscnd meters in sdvance of the trospls
leo” olcncgts. The cffoctiveness of this fire could bo obscrved along tho
rendwey, Fire toans and an armed Chinook wes meldng passos clong the road
in front of tho troop, Overhead there were mony LOH's cand other cormond and
obscrvotion aircraft, Howover, no signs of eneny cctivity were observed.
Tho cdvance centinued in this nonner without ineident until the trocp
recched ¢ position shert of Objective DICK on the bridro site at coords

Upon arrivel at ccords XT 698754 the tr-op ossuned o box formation with
tho 34 platoon deployed facing west, tho flonking platoons deployed te the
north on south respectively ond tho Troop Hg sccuring tho rear of tho
box and mrintoining conteet with tho treil troop - Troop B, Artillery
properations followed by airstrikes were used in softoning up the bridgo arca.
A porticulerly cffectivo napeln strike was cmployod to burn out demso under-
growth along the left side of the road odjccent to the bridze. Following
tho strikes tho 3d platoon supported by overwntching tenk fire, with two
engincer nino swooper/cenolition tonns cttoched, ropidly noved forward in
c. nountod posturo to the bridre sides of the britme, o quick chock wns node
for denclitions cn? then tho 3d platoen loacder, PSG Torres crossod scvoral
APC's to ~7 forco on the for sido of the bridze. Extensive scouting nine

"swocpin: cid cheeks woro rnde of the bridge ca?) surrounding crecs. No
ovidenco of oncry cctivity wrs found, Tho bricdro was in geod condition and
“would freilit~to tho cressing of hoovy crmer,
_ During this tinoc the TC of C19 rcecived = nodorately scrious smell
cliber bullet round in ono of his legs. No incening rounds hod been heord
in tho creo, clthouch o gun toon hodd just modo 2 pass ~nd it wes felt thet
tho mon hod becn hit by 2 troy slug., It is ontiroly probeble thai Le could
havo beon wrunded by o hidden oneny suiper,

Upen socuring tho bridze at DICK, the lst end 2d platoons rospoctively
vere ropidly novod forword across the bridge and into blocking positions
along oither sido of tho rondwey at cpproxincte coords XT 688748, It wos
loto nid norning by this tine, :

At this tinc «~ radic nessage wos reccived fron the Squadron CO, to
spec up the opercticns, Bocouse of time factors ~nd the thick junsle
rrowth the troop reverted te a cclummn fermotion, as deseribed corlicr, and
lg.gved <)>ut tc the SW towards Objoctivo TOM or the RJ ot BM 59 (corrds XT

3737). '

The zdvance contimied vithout incicdent untiiltho lead plotoon leader,
Lt Lyons (st Platcen) roported 5 to 7 VC's running aeross tho road from risht
to loft ot approxirntc coords 671740. Ho quickly rcported o group of
20 VC runnins in the sone Ciroction, EBoth these groups were irnodictely

takon under fire, This infcrmntisn wes ropidly reported. It was soon followed

by roports of inconing small arms, then cutonctic wecprns firo
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, Repidly the lead olonents leploye? and were cngsged by enony nertar ~nl

enti=tonk fire, A4As cromy cont-ct devolope? ropilly the wer” wes asso? to

tho Squacron €O, thot "this wes it"l A lor-e VO Ferco Lol boun ccntoete?

just slicrt of ovbjective 10k, Froeiso letail norration of the battle is ox-
trenoly dilficult beeouso of. ti:o lock of cbservrticn, loss «f cmataet with

voirleles ain? kilvel an? vweundod lea’ers on? wehiclo compeinders, '

. Tho 3qualiren CO requeste’ n “eterninttion as to which side of the read
the mein eoncentraticn was loc~ted, Initinly this was difficult to lc-
ternine because of the tronendous volumn of fire bein: put cut by 211 the
deployed AlC's,  Reports were mode thot the VO wore ~ttorpting to cross tho
rcod ot the front of the colwrm fron rirht tc left, A'iticnel reperts
wore reeeived of Leavy cnory fire boing reccive? ot the reer «f the troop
axl coning from the left side of the rocd, Initicl det:rpinction wos oo
that thé main VC force 'was located cn tho.left or south sicde of the road
Scon ~fter this, as accurate cosunlty counts, coneise reporis on? ~erinl
obscrver roperts tellicd up; it wos determined. thot enery forecs were
concentrated on tho right or NW side of the road. Artillery fire wes
reconcentrated in this arca and its Qevestating cffoct could be obscrver
b7 the ground troops

dAirsirikes were irme’ictely e~lled in on the left side of the read,
Thoy were continuous an’ oxtremely cffective, espociclly the Slyroailers
wepadn rens ~n? severcl of the CBU attocks,

Artillery barroses were devoted to the right side of tho road., They

cenced both up cad Jown the troop ecclurm sand in an? cut from the roawey.

Tires were browt in quite closo to tho troop APC's but no darnope wes
susteine? by fricndly forces. :

During this periol soveral CS gns drops wore rardo fron helicopters cf
Trcop C (eir) 1/4 Covalry. Those provided cxtronely cffcctive. The ros

Eal

¢rifto? over the roclwey and sottled clens tho Jense juasle cn the W -2

the APC's 2long: the road, Initinlly some slicht concorn duvelope? in ecrtoin

nenbers of the troop, this ws quickly cverecne an? the G5 ecncentrotion in
tic troop bottle ~rea wos net sufficiont to cousc nnsking,

A pleton lovel opprocch to the Jdeteil combet ceticons storts initinlly
vith the 1lst ploteen, the lend platoon, The lst platcon wes leadin~ with
two tonks, This plot-on received the brunt of initial cnomy fire., The
TC of the lend tank wes %ille! irmedictely by o bullet round in thoe head,
So-n aftor the plotcsn lenZer reported his scout scetion out of action,
Ictor it wes loorned thet the secticn loader and 24 squad lcader were
Id1led oad easucliics sustaine on 21l vehicles, :

Tho attociiod infantry HCO's remanne? the TC positicns where pessible,
Soon the platcea Jooder wes hit by frogments in the faee, neck.onl hecd,

o was ovocunted by his plntoon SGT, PSG Crawfors, who tock commnnl of thu
slaton, Tho lst ploteon ot this time wes reeciling wnder tho jprossurc of
heovy enery firo, PSG Crowlor? returned to the ferefront of the colurm,
initiate! neticn to romen the locd tonk an?! eauwscd tho lst platcon to held -
its o nt the lead of the treoop colum, The TC of tihc f£lome throwor track
wos serizusly wounded ~nd ploce? in the nelie APC, Tho flone thrower AIC

continue’ tc firlt vicercusly, Under “ircetion of the Trocp CO, FSG Crowmerd

had his zippo cxrend its nepeln along the risht side of the road ot cbout

o 25 degreo angle with tho roadwey, C-13, the seout soction Jender's
vodcle wns dcvm to o two men crew as it returne? fron the Dust-off or
relicel eclleetin poirt at tho reor of the eclurm, It woo hit by cati-
tonk firo anl wos scon burning, likewisc C-19 wos hit by cnomy fire <iscblod
~ns w8 socn burning, about nic-wny alon~ the coclurm- just off the road,
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48 the fifkt erntinue’ the lst platcon hod betlh tonks in full operction along
with the four AFC's, Thor Lnd lost Jour TC'; killed,

Tho CP croup wes split upon initicl VO eriteet co tho relie AFC bogen
collecting the wounded end -toliing then te & eolicetion/cvocuntion point
with tho troop Hq (=) rreup. . C-66, tic Troop CO's traely, woe initicl’y in
2 position ot the reor of the lst platocn AFC's thoa orions lead clonents of

2o 20 platoon. 411 tracks wore constaatly roving ond readjusting positions
to avoil anti-tenk cnd nerter fire, The mojority of nintacn vehicles
remnineC oa one side of tho roo? or thc other in their herringbone positions,
The commonder's track, C-56 wos constantly on tlo rove to both sides of the
road, The second plotoon wes locdins with tanl: C-25 , cormiinled by the plotoon
sersecnt, SSG Wilse:, This ;lotoon reacted quickly an eficetively to close
on tie 1lst plrtoon, deploy and loy down o heavy volumo of tonk, 50 ecalibor
ax? 7,62 machine sun end 179 fire, C-25 tonk nonouvered clons both rides of
the rood firing HE end comnistor into suspectéd locations., It wos hit in
‘the turret Iy either anti-tonk or rifle greance fire. The TC wvas nodorctely
irjurel and forced to ovacunrte the tank, This tonk wes rapidly remcnaed by
SSG Born an continued tc fight well during tho reminder of the batile,

Tho 22 plotorcn AFC's were well deployed olens cither site of the rood in
e tirkt formntion, They provide the steble conter of scctor for the troop
colum, :

Since contnet wes lost with the nodic APC, permission wos riven for tho
20 platoon to colloet wounded and return to the duste-off creca in ono of the
fishting corriers. Ubon return of tie cvecuntion trock to the platcon 2
rerort wos.nnlle thot C=23 hod been hit by the 20mn comnon fire end thot
C~29 hodl sustodined severcl anti-tonk round hits cad wms Jisebled with 211
the crev killed or woundecs The 20 platoon continued to fire cgrressively
e’ concentratoC it fires on the right side of the road, Later os the onery
witialrow, clorents of the 2¢ platoon with Lt Rozok, tho plato-n locder,
noveC. to the Dusi-Off site, consolifntod and noved the wounded to & now
Dust-07< lcention ot objective DICK, west of the bridre,

Tho 37 Llatoon wos hit by cnoryy firo from both sides of the road
irmedintely cfteor tho action imitiated in the 1lst platoon orec. This
platocn wos wnoble to close in tho 24 plotoon in o tisht forinmtion, 4
gep of about 30C noters Jeveloped between these platoens cs the £irhting
progrossel, The 3¢ platoon scon wes in 2 heovy cipagenont of its own
crend the AVLB, the troop llg group ond an crme? Chirook which bl been skot
dowm on the roddwey. This position, ot coords XT 687746, becone a sirong
Soint and the initial Dust-Off site, THe 3¢ plotoon fourht to preteet the
groving nunber of casunltics which were cecwmlating ot the Chinook or GO~
GO site, In the process the platocn lost two tracks to cnti-tenk fire,
Those tracks 21lsc burned, Fertunotely tho rop between the two : latoons

‘w8 acver coptilalized wyon by the VO aadl the troop wes net split, The roode
_roxvined opea but heavy fire wes rocoived fron this arca, The troor hend-

querters (-) greup is incluled with the 30 plotoon Meecause they fourht the
onzogenent in the stme locoticn, The crow of the LVIE pove o good aecommt .
for thonsolves, they monouverod the vehicle continucusly ond uscd rnchine
cun fire and grenecos tco koop tho oneny ot o ddstonce, This velhicle wos
net Juinged, Tho maintennnce socticn fousht their APC os o cun track and
cceverol tho nedic 4PC ond the operations/cormo APC (C50),
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SFC Dennis, commo chief worked his 50 caliber nmachine gun and the raios
clternately end loaded mony wounded into nis track, Ie lept reports flowing
and called in the initial Dust-O0ff{ evocurations. The arca of the downed
Chinook became too "hot" for Dust-07f's, The "IA's vere placed in the medic
APC for cover and beside the various firing Al'C's, This accounted for the
loss of contact with the medic tracl, cheral of to medics wero wounded
wiile thoy ccred for the wornded and one burncé scriously when he cantered
ono of tho burning AFC's to rcseue wounded,

Troop B clements burson to cater the fighting zono and advanced up
Troop C's herringbono columm toking up firing positions., Scveral of tho
vechicles closcd thc gop betucen tho 2d cnd 3d »lotoons. Ieter the commanding
officor of Troop B, Cpt Kyles, ccime to the forucrd locction of the 1lst and
2d platoens with @ full cavolry plotoon., These vehicles tool up firing
psositions with the mojority of the fire being pl...ccd o4 the rocdwy.

LAt this-time in coordinction with the CO of Troop D (air) the Dust-Off
ond resupply site wes rcestoblished to the IIE of the dovmed Chinook at
Objcctive DICK, This crca wes relotively free of cnomy fire cnd hed o
lorger arca uhich could nccomodate several helicopters. This new site
rominod the cvocution and rc.,up,_ﬂy point throughout the rcst of thc bottle
cad during tho rcorgonizotion phcse.

Vith Troop B well dispoced along the roadwey and recon clcments of
thot Troop pushing to the SW, Troop C wcs ordored to phase bock its forces
0 objcetive DICK with tho c"'*n.ﬂ'md mission of sceuring thot crca, pro-
teeting tiac bridze cnd rc..,u:ply:.l s, ‘the plotoons moved beck in order: 3d,
1st ond 2d, A1l wounded vierc taton dircetly to thu Dust-Off site ~nd ~11
docd ovocwated abocrd A¥C's to thnt orea, Resupply and re-crning begen
imnedictely. Support wns tromendous! Flenty of ammo of cll lkinds, ropL.cc-
nent wecpens, ncdiccl .,uppl_o cad support poersomnol were brought into DICK
Tho troop wes joined by the Squedrofr Hecdourrters AFC seetion ~long with
the 1577 Squedron medic treck, with surgeon., Troop D €eir) fero Rifle

- Platoon wos lended and attoched to Troop C at Dick in the late aftcrnoon,

During this pcr:l.cd lorger reinforecnents hod nlso arrived in the irmede
icto battlc cres in the form of the 1/28 Infontry, which wes cirlifted to
DICK and swept SW cleng the right positicn of tho rocd; and an ARVI! APC
Troup (with on RF Conpcny) which closed on tho cestcrn cdge of DICK in
nid-afternoon, The RF Corpeny sceurcd the LZ ot DICK for scveral hours
by pusiing cut o considorcble distrnico into tho donsc undergrowth on cither
side of thc rond and the streon linc, This allowed Troop C tc resupply
and recrn ropidly. The ARVH-APC Trocp J:tor noved to sceurc tho doxmoc.
Chinook fcr the night.

Ag tho ofternoon ¢rov te & close Troop C hed conplotcd rc..nppl:r,
rocrnonneat, Cless 1 ond wes in o tecticnl posturc fer futuro nissicns, The
tre:p wes given orders tc RO, at DICK, sceuro thic bridge cud ostcblish
the forwerd squadron CP, Tho trcop c’:..,p...:.ulrn congigted of the 3¢ pl-toon
ond o riflo sqund gsceuring the bricge cad the croa to the cost cf tho bridgc.
Tho 22 p]..ﬂtoon and the Acro Riflc platoon (=) on the scuth of loft side
of tho rocd with erphnsis cn the thick underbrush near tie rccde The
B‘icf'o &y cnded with the troop in tho above described posturc at Objeetive

The following lessens lenrned ~ro fernost in mind duritn the preperc-
tion of this nerratica; flomo thrower AFC's (Zippl) should bo kopt under
dircet control of tho troop €O, Tho loc:tion of the onenmy conceatraticn
mst be quickly deternmined by trzops on the ground as woll cs coricl cbscervers,
A hoovy initicl base of fire on 21l suspocted crocs is ossontinl te goin
firo suporisrity ro '71 'y in any cttompted onbush,
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Zippa's shull hosernls el AL I upon deternminntion of the eI concenw
trations, Trocl: mounted Zipno -serviee units should accommcny tie éolwmn,
ligdic 4-C's siould not be uti’ized as a "storelovse” {or vornded, but
et in construit simtile “etvech the fichting arca and a Dust-Of7 gite, A
Dust=CIf restpnly siro must be oot iigshed and controlled by operatioic,
and iediccl wersonncl in o reasonably sceuro aroa onco cnemy conicet is
:wde, ilodicrnl ovecuntion from the Bottle sro- must ba controlloed b smcll
wnit locdors <5 woll os medieel clooring persomacl, ' '
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Tn cordy Foy 1056, o Givilien Irrcr‘u:l..r Defongo Group D-.tro
led by ~e5. Srecial Fercos pursonnol L. 1:41ed - Vio% Cong Ticutecarad "‘:out
fivo lonutors soutiosst of 'UC FIE District Town, along otionn  Douto
13 i _mr chorn Suits TONG Frovinec. Amons the popoers éhaecovercd on th.
'bcoy o t*:.s oificer was o ro and o plan Jfor the aitock on LCC STL Toim

Cend e Spocial Forcos Comp Ly tireo Viet 00n~ oginonts ~nd ono Horth

Victamose Amy Zogime...,  Tho dlscevery of Inis focumert markod tic
hesiaiing of a '\"u’ onrod ¢ mpriem. olon Jntionnt Douto 13, leeding fron
BUN tln*ourr‘l TU Dot 10T, ko p*ov:mcm] copital. of BT DUOTC provinco;
ommre. o 2 -orth tiroupr CL if THAT District Town; thwoush :ON QUAN

A7 I0C) tho provineisl capitol of BITL LG Province; -né finally norti
wmaveh t‘w 186 ILE Flantation to tho Gr.nbcd:l.-"x Border,

-~

w 0: 17 uy, a CING Force ond one batitelicn of the 9t“
u)'-"‘“u cmnred o two batiolion VC forco 1i.ceh included. the 2¢ Be.ut -0

%L

‘ ?"’% Dogipent ~nd possible o be -ta ion of tho 271lst Rogireon The act’.on

viich Lool: ploce vieinity XU 5704, about twe kilonc tore i’ron the Combodion
’aorc.or resulted in heovy cs.sw.'.'.tlc:« b;' both sides.

(U\ The 3¢ B'-i'v""' et .lmc"'try Divis ion, weo disprichod to TOC
U HEET, KAt "'**0.» infou tr’f vattelisn ond one ~rti” lery batitclion on 19

au? 20 1z 1956, Petwoon 9. and 26 Moy, thds brigade csteblished
defengive m,:.“-lotcr arcund tho 300 ULLD airstrip chd potrolicd ond ein-
meted - soorch oporations westirfl to the Cambodis: Jorcer without s 'J-

(Al]

.etantial contict. The brigcde roturned to its bage ot LWL EE on 26 Moy

1965, ) -

w Subsequently, intoliigenee fromc.mumber of sourcer indic~ted
tunt toe T

z VO, hnviig pos mc:*.c-:. oir attack, intended-to ze adend vith
© oir ori :;J.";Cl ~lans, gents e erted virough toe Victnrmess Army thnt

v 50 were iroug 11'& u..ué e ‘mpeiga te lost fru.x 20 oy wptil 20 Avoust

o ¢ ct the routeand to

~cl: LGb WIIT, HOU QUALL, OL.CK GILLE, I THAITI, and SOLG BE,
T

‘wvolved conf"stur ot ..J.x erinente. It wns cosuned thrt ticso

CToei T Ue ""xc".uéoé woreu of tho 9ta Jn.n Cong Divieicn, 27lat, 2724,

ane 2450 oo omothor sroupins of the 10lst, 14...433, ~nG possibly the 250th

m'-"nu" rs of the forth Vio taawoso . Army,

o rotvracd £ T0OC HIT 0 on 2 Jure ../66 it ono
onge 3 billry hettalicn, At thds tinme, tic 5t
wlor, Wi th herfcunrgors ot FLU 70T, m.'.‘ovncd e
; let T ey Mrizion, that ho holioved the Viet Go*w
: o ONG I vx.-c-al capito’, LG GUAN, Tho decisiou wa
-w’o we novo ore tro-p of the 1ot Sgquadron, j,t.‘.:n Cov Loz, with two :;rounc'l '
wnits e 0 QUAL, ' o : - B
. “\{ 0n 3 June, tho 24 Battalion, luth J-nf‘.n'hr*' ws, noved. to LAY K
SIipfiaTa on o *'*’~*~h~v runchlon forcc d A Troop, 1-t -wu"urm., Ath

by e pormeniged -its move from TAT O 4 Tousi G0 ':I:’i’ii to L0 GUAL,
L34k ou«j« rocd ':-..oc.:s,’ nmos, ~ad, minor lore: smont woro c'n.ntorcc-. Troop-

A,

5 avpivoc ot C0F TEINE ‘..ocut 1300 mtuovt er.anz.f:.cnlt contoct,
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A% thds point. Bio 2¢ Bettalion, 17th Infantwy wuz noved My '~olicop'ccrs
€ tho G0 ATAT r:.;iu.\, ~lue'ng it i s bebtor position to reet o
oA eonnad out botwe., sl L % -v',, RO QUAT, A% 1440 Sours, ap rosie
" to’*' 12 Milosotors gontl Af nor o

- in o densely wooded nren, the lead tonk
Tecoiva o firuet it Srom o 77m rc.cc'u.lc rifio, Tho ambuch bv all

viego miitelions of the 72C Vied Oean Tominent wio triccored,  Murins
the tzrce 2nd 2 holf hours Swrett noof w0 botile, Troap 4 ung supprried

by noarisr of tivstrilies, w’ 102 mmy, 157 to, end &V artillery, The 24
B -treliden, 18th Infoniry \,... corquitted in on cdsmobilo ~oreult te e
neril of U bottle ~ron e d sucpt bt sides of ¢ "aha wooas il auy-ort of
e cavalry, Coup'.‘.c«‘ witn she valde $ 0 1:" X by & Troop, tioso mersvres
CGsIroyut 9w-o of the Irt Battnlion 2u.‘ Rcr:utc t,‘ inelucin- tic bott~lien
co s uor,  FAfty pureent of tiwo 26 Dot Jisk wes'des tiroyct, wiile tho

) trlion wg gonerally scut cf tho mnior cc't'f.o::. "‘ho chic? oi gtadll,
272 Jucinelt vo oor uc-c,'l"' s also illed :’"r.'.n:.'.tl"O' o wgarcnt,  Troop A
erd the 24 3g delien, 16t Infautry contirucd to 0N Gkl the following day.

. e s

Ci» 11 Juno 19(,6, & Compenyr, 24 Battaiion, 20th Infertry commisted
et ifle platoon with o OLZC roconmciss: .g*m, ’ﬂﬂuoou in an cirmobile

recon oporctior o the weshoin ohge of ‘R TOC LN airs trip to cffcet -

a lini up, Light conioeh wns mado -t 08¢ CF 2rG about acen, C Comy pony was
corzdtied to asaist, By 1400 hovwz it wne’arporent thet the V0 .u rco
consistod of 2% lenot ono hattalion cmd €4s verninder of tiiz 2¢ Dainlicn ooy
285" Tnfortey movad By foot to the TOC NS Flantaticn., Mhosive *ir ond

arviil U “ru "ow.r azsistad '2:.'."0 i--:??;ur" in overrumming thoe po'n...:l.ous and

o .900 o '.‘ viShdrow Jeavins 98 decd and mumerous vieen-ns on £ho batilo- .
Tiete, u\ squent roporits fovom wlazt~tien vorlors .ni en wured VG rovonlod

'!'.3 faiv ""‘o 26 ’-wt-'" "'o-., ?.'_rt,. Infontry hod -rr.d'strnycﬂ ovor 50 of tic lst
dJ-! t‘ 1 "l.l’ 73‘ -‘0."3_..(' .U. ‘n’t

The 2¢ Ba telion, 16tL Liantry weder G000 of the lot B rir~do
scvue ..;Cv. ::‘:: rooile rid on 21 June i T cron of o ropertod iico

S T, e -
pb:ace moren ol om0y SAXEEY Divor vor:‘i. o“ tlo iGNNI Flantetion,
&

T maid dde co*roruc?. 1506 toms of rico and Imaje 'v:‘n*a:'.*’"? on of othwer

ey J.:u...-. A paewd wdt, $ho 29 Do -‘.3.1;.1-., r Infonivy, ws comalitted
boica e opuvation torﬂ:u ated on 2¢ June,

) The let infantry Division wne dop Ploycli, on 30 Jwio to 5&D
onery loecion, The lsh Bo:bt:*"i'n 28th Infontry was corductiany onor~tisng
Be tha rorticic., e 22 Bettalion, 18t L._mu‘v, wncer ¢ ~v'sim~ control
it atdogied 1t O 'r.rc.;, 4th CL.v ey (-), o cooTteting rtied recons-
i -..'.sc:"‘co ~por"'t1c;.“ :'m. 1:-i‘~'~try rOC‘-x :Lsr.:o.r‘co ,k.x,r\..-lmf in o generel

oo 02 W o WL TOI - AT TCC Plordat cn, Tho et Dotia J'Qn 10tn I.
*tr" s gocuring 0:*.9:;:-_'104"' i .1""'-3..19: the o l.1rstr4.p ~t IIIEL b AT, " Tho

"..ﬂ apl ""‘.l.;:'.:, 206tk Dfenmiry; vndor ernirol of the Dvision Axtillery
Cerrander; coutinuod its weeificntion opuruticns in “ho U 10I aren with
. “-u-q o o

ho T DUGNG Irovimeo Chiof ::1:c1 the Tth AWM Rogrimont,

“ A' W J\.* . - TR e,

oy
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ooy eoviaiund $- T brougit ow ’..Z:a r'“W" t_r) froi 100 :'.Il‘.':'.
za gho bridso gito, Foww ¢ cusend poters fron © orn.é'fc gitu, Treo> 2
s‘l:“r..nq «ccu.nr nr Toe” rloss rifle, gncl) S, ’*‘ norter rive ¢ thls
i e ~3 2EDUS.: .“' 213 thrce Hekboliorsof t‘\; o7g% Tich Cong Toriiciate
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-'c. o ;(.“C 3B &3 i ..f.; 430 1000 Lours tho st “ri go,f’:: 00.:1-

:-‘)"o tho 1s

o g‘.orc Brtnlion, 2¢ I ‘,tr" and oo Drioode
7T "'-‘,,ﬂ*‘- Yo L s " LOL in that lrdor “and upon ciTIVCL ) t:z?:e conmend of
e . By 1330 ours, w0 2a. Dottelion, 18t Infontr , had-hoon
oo ‘to& $hto & Lndin - zens north oif e e~ 2iry, ¢ p"“c\n"%c:r the
oporiiti sl grntrel of 'u .o goundron CoTmY T e VIy fe i s-vborecting 7

note “hot yiher the batile strrcad, t  CorrwnGial. Officer, 1ot Beucdron, -

fRes ;C.-~'-..‘-:'.3'-~3- s o tho 0. CO of o 24 Dattelios, 16t Tafantry; HOWOVST)
and on thoe rrnu. 4, tre. 24 Ktu.'.‘\:«.*“ 18th Infontry
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At 0530, 2 July, the ¥U'lumchod a sordes of five senuuic ~raduast b
- %

Compny, C Conpony, =il he Peeon Flatcon, The Jst Pet alicm, 20tk

Tvoztrooars cod Sra tho o nta to ik wp ond 5 compony, 24 Batolion,
1084 Infontry from the norti:, Fisitor benber sirilzes wero breugit in
wrder & 200 fu-t eeilin: and srtilicry fire dolivercd from tho lazéing
zeno cccupied 7 the ot 3utialiom, 2¢ Infantry, The ¥C attochk win re-
pulnod vith Josses to the 34 Tattalion, 2734 VE Toginent th.t ircluded

me 1Tied, The 1lst Battolior, 24 Infontry, tdinus ine corpany ot the ~r-
tilery bose, wig ssarhled on Doute 13 exd lelilifted tn on L4 ecst of
teo battle, The Leudine scho wno secured by the lst Scucdr-: 4th Crvalyy
nad tho mbtached VL Z5C tro:p ond riflc cippoay of tho Izt Baitallon,
o4 Reminent, "he 3¢ Drioo wop ordored to wovo its hesdruartors beeh
to 1OC LI ot 0900 t-guther vith the ~d Duttalice, 26t: Infantry. A
tho 80 c bime, Bho st Bodtnlion, 1%tk Infratry Vs ordered do nvvo T
Mixedaaring Sdreraft fror LI WE 4 00 EIT and provide o ronction Jorco
4~ Ho nss” Lo the nertiwgst. The lst Battnali-m, So%h Tofontry Minked wp
NEth tre 24 2odtalicn, 10t- Infantry, at 0930 and - then proecediod to The

Ao ot X0 5904, ‘imc betialiin wee Uishilr o agod gurute, L daren YO

‘o

Lepes wns thon leented botwecn the Iniantry/Covalry, fLrec on the enot el

o twe infaotry battalions on tho west, At 1500 houws, tho 24 Zeitalion,

oe Infantry fror P T0T polieved the 2@ 2oitalicn, 18t Infactry, pro-
piTotery b nooweer To tho east. Durine tho pight, the %l Hetiolion,
2¢ Imfosdry coro wador rorb o o 4ok viaich loter 8. med 0 Lo & CnTLT Ter

X S

(%

=y
) 2

ing tre ~reo with only minor ¢ ntcet, 233 frrces weie withdrawn fror o

o withorawel of the VO etk to the soutiwcet mmid.northwest. ALTor sweipe

sporational cres ca 4 Julw, The 2¢ Jatiald w, 184 Iniantry, lst S-itolion

TR A e : g . . TonPrugn I :

28t fnfontrr, ~nd let ond °¢ Battoligns, 24 Lafnury were ssso RSN ¥
AR i Som et .. Ik g 57 [Ep vy - s . :

tro G003 LOI Flanmtaticie Thu ot Sewidron, Ath Cozniry (=) conodel ot

-

£ 100 AT -irficdd. Thusc troops ctond down fnr dwo d-ys for rost,

Chepher € the Crarden ~long Tovte 13 w:z closod.:

Bhido tho boitles with tho. 270st -l 273G leginceats teok pinco
acrth - 0 QUAL, 4ho 2724 Teginent ot
4g Bettie south of HOT WL, roveld te an oerox botwson G0 T
o, Turtior roorts indiente that nuothor rerimont my hove folien up
posiiisan ~leng roubo 13 butwoon CIOH TR and T TR, Whon the 272¢

' Tio% Cong Regiront ~rbusied & Yroop, it moy hwvo expocted o ooft convoy

ord instend ran snte an arnored trorp. lowever, a diory token Tro who
hedy. of o VO eoptrin from tlo 271let fegineat nTtor tho bratile on 30 Suno

indicatod 4ot hie nission wns to destroy U.d. cxmored forces on iovie
L,

13, It tiue aprowes et the VO tre wndor ovders to fight ard win tho

battle of ¥-titacl Noute 13 ond that thoy intend tc do so rogardless of
Jossca.  The TO
&

=+ chnpteors in, tho Chonpoign along Metion:l. Foute

13 areyot to BS writtor,

™o rorvinder of this Gocunent arplifics the bottles along hishwey
13 oxd. covers tho battlo ol 9 July neor tho MIZT TU0H pubher plintaticn,
an? oo bottle of 25 August wiich did rot invelve any squcdron olenonts
wder goncdron crntrol. -'

rosupnly, new wiifurms, ~ni for nniutiance on camorod vehicles, Tho first

o
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WITLE OF 9 JULY 1945

Irtedli-once swrmees hnd indicated that there wos a Viet Conz Rogi:zent
| ~ in the 1M TEAN crea, The US 1st Infontry Division immodiately made plang
to find and fix the unit, Word leoked out thet s small wnit would procecd
to LTI T on the A LOC WIITI TUIAL Road, but actua"ly plons were nace
for a hcavy crmor task foréo to make the trip., Yroplanned cir strikes
and &rtillory fires wcre included in the Plamiag,

Tho 1st Scuncron 4th Cavelry (=) deported A 10C ot 0700 hrs 9 July
vit: Trp C leading followed by Trp B Co B 1/2 Inf wos corriod on tho scuadron
vehicles, They were divided Up so es to provide scven (7) men on cach
=113, Tt was folt thot if contect were mede it would bo in the vieimity ;
of position DICK, a bridgze ct XT 494751, With this in nind £rp C noved with
& plntoon on coch side of the road in an ccholon Tormetion and one nl~toon E
in colum2 on the rond, Tho unit conducted o heavy reconmarisscnce by fire
1 o8 it moved clong, :

] At 0900 hrs Trp C approcched the bridgo and doployed on both sides of
tho rond t6 provide covering fire for the infantry. Tho infantry dismounted j
ot this point to zo forwrd ond check the bridge for mince and boeby trops.
After’ thoroughly cheeking tho eron cround the bridge for nines nnd hooby ]
treps, Troop C moved out, this timo in column formetion with all throo :
plotoons on the road., A proplanted airstrilke went in ~t positicen TOi,, =
rend junction at XT 663736 whilo o GO-GO ~ireraft recomned the area to tho 3
southwest of TOH, The G)-GO cireraft, o Cli-47 helicopter with 4 ezl .50
moetineguns, o 4A0m srennde louncher and 2- 7,62mm mechineguns, wre being
fiold tcsted in the Republic of Vietnam ~t this tine, Despite the ordncice
drcppod on the vosition tho Viet Cong did not rovecl their prescice ot tlis
timo, At approxirctely 1106 hours Lt Jack Lyons, lst ¥1t Ldr of Trp C,
reported thot his lond vehicle hed spotted 10 VI personel rumning ceross tho
rond, Five minutes later he roported that 10 more hnd run across the rond
ond ho wns teling thom under fire.. This sccmed to sot off the cntire

arbush, The lecnd vohiclo of this time wos in the vic XT 682743,

Lt Lyons doployed his platoon, putting tho mcoin firepover of his tonks
in the dirccfion of the fleecing cnerty, Tic vhole colurm s rceeiving intenso
autonctic wecpons, smell crms, rocoiloss rifle ond merter fire. Cpt Stevo
Slattery Trp C comrender c~lled for on ~ir strile and the oir foree
rosponded vith Mnpnln along the rocd, : ;

The forwerd cir controller ot 1120, reported teo the Squacron Corrnmder,
LIC Leonord Lowcne thnt ho lnd sichted the VO on the nerth side of +he road
a2 wes bringing tacticel 2ir in on them, Cpt Slattery reported to LIC Lownnc
thot the reor of his colurm wos boing hit herd by rceciless rifle and
acrtor fire, :

Cpt Davié Kelley, Trp B cormander moved his troop forward inte tho
battlo cren after receiving the cormend from the squadron corrwnder. Cpt
ielley sent his sccond plateon forwnrd and he Lmedintely lost his plt -
loader, Lt Benjomin Phillips, and tho Flt Sgt FSG Reberto Qui jeno, dve to
¢ircet nortor hits, The sccond plot-on tank seetion leader SSG Chestor _
Folmel tock clnrge of thc platocn and roved it forwerd to ossist Tpocp Co

Cpt Kelloy instructed his third plation loador, Lt Richrrc Wroe, tc
socurc cn crea for nocical ovacuntion £or wounded. The GO=CO cirerct
roceived several lits ond wont down iz tho vieinity ox the Dugt-07f oron,

This ~rca wos oti’l rocoiving smrll arms and mortar fire, Sgt Joha Blair
2 vehiclo cornndor in tho third platoon of Troop B wns rumsing chort of
crranition énd 2¢ "burnol wp® his .50 ccl machinegun, Using his 7
initintiv. ho took is velhiclo up to the downod GO-GO and cequirod onc of
thoir 50 cclibors o) o supply of crmmmition, ' :

e il Ly

e b berl Beaig - i G Vramd



. le mrde several trlps bringing ammunition up to resupply the vehicles.
Meanvhile at the point of heaviest contact, SSG Alfread Trp C, 1lst P1t
scout section leacer reported sighting sever;.l VC aoving a recoiless rifle
trying to get it around to his flank, S5G Breitschinder, in the lead tank,
attempted to take it under fire,  ile was mortally wounded by 2 snipers bullet
as he attempted to take it under fire, lic was morl,ally voounded by a snipers
bullet as he attempted to raise himsclf up from his Cupola for a better

look, 505G Alfread wes wounded shortly ncrcaft\,r but remained behind his
woapon, rallying his crcwmembers to rcpel ‘the VC attack,

The Dust~Off arca wos begoming jemmed with vehicles ond Cpt Shttcrey
ordcred his sccond platoon lcader Lt Stanislas Reczol to tale charge.

VUith able assistance of SEG Guy Xiliingsworth of Troop B Lt Roczok got tho
Dust-0:f arca opcrationg smoot‘zly and started the combat vohicles bick to
the froat.

Col Lowane, upon sceing the dircection of the mein otte ck, rcportcc this
to the Division Corr-ander uho sprang the rost of the troop, t’u‘oo _infontry _ 1
o;.ttal:.ons Jpoiscd to cut off the retroat of the bottercd VC force, With 1
cir on the north, artillory on the south adding to the tremondous firc power
of the covelry unit on the ground, the VC soon broke contcet cad fled. ;
The 1/28 Inf londed to tho north and attocked in o southwest dircetion 3
vhilo the 1/18 Inf londed and worked closcly with the 1/4 Cov (<),

B ond C wero given the mission to sot up 2 blocking posit:n.on fron XT 693-
750 to 650728,

Troop € (air) hod boen providing flonk rcconnaiss anco "nd {firo support,
cnd wrs givon the mission to put their Acro Rifle Platoon in ot position
DICK to ROH with Troop C ~t the bridge site. =

Tho fighting hrd losted for o ﬂrox:.rLtcly three hours rcsx_'l.t:.nrf in
Ancricon losses of 12 KIA's and 51 WIA's, The 272 Regiment: wirich wes cngaged
suffered 278 KIA (BC) crd 300 (cst) ‘{]'.A Troop C hod 4 APC's dostroyced.

Gk o
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e

Fire oup*wort

'. .. At the tinc troop C mndo-cont-et, = prcplammed air strike wos about to
be put in forword of thoir position,: T'us s quchlr rceverted to the cree
vhoro conteet hnd been mode., Tho FAC requested immedinte cir and there

ws constrat air coverage throughout the battile.. There wes ot least ono :
crtillery obscrver in the air ot ali times., The firc support hnd been ]
split up prior to contact ond the air worked tho southe sido of the rocd

oand loft the north sido-to tho artillery. Gun teoms £illed in beotwecen

sortios cund concontrations, Tho CH-47, GO-GO, providod hocvy firc before being
shot dowm, - " .
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Rosults
 Priondly Lossos:

Troop C = ' Troop B

12 KIA
.39 WIA
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: . 8SG Brotschnoider, fnns K
| 8.G- 4ilford, Ulysces

- SSG “Ferguson, fovert I
S5¢ Tetreault, Robert N
Szt FPrice, Llvin

Sgt Hymon, Wollace

Sat Xing, Bobby

Spl, Wilson, Daniel

Pfe Wucssenberry, John Q.
Pfe Deck, Robort W, .
Pfe EHorrgra, Josso E,

1 DOd
Pfe Scott, John W

Cpt Slattory, Stophon M
2/Lt Lyons, Jomn K -
835G Beecher, Robert
SSG Hobbo, Eric E, Jr
SSG Sanders, Willianm D,
SSG Potter, Paul W
Sgt Vernon, Charles E
SSG Wilson, Donnld R
Sgt Llbert, Bonjomin T
Sgt Xolley, Oliver R
‘ Sgt Bird, Russcl B . ,
; Sgt HMeIntire, Orvillo G.
: Sp5 liorris, Curtis X Jr
Sp, Robinson, Janes L,
Spl, Slonc, Jomes 1
Sp, lcClarin, Ronnld P
Sp4 Wisomon, Forrost
, Sp/, Stinson, Cecil E Jr
i Spl Merritt, Lewis G
: ‘ Sp4 Boon, Franldin
i Sps Vright, Jancs C
Sps Vozaldua, Pablo M
Pfc Otto, Joseph S
Pfec Vacovelli, Reyrond
Pfe Enriquez, Roul
Pfe Snith, Jones E Jr
Pfc lhmagan, Georgo S
Pfe Littlo, Costoll Jr

o R ’ i(; "» ;-;:,.
' STATUS REPORT - wl,
‘TROOP ©

9 July 66

Pfe Blonk, Will H
Pfe Thoyer, Richord E
Pfe Dozier, Lester Jr.
Pvt Dilis, Gary L .
Pfc Moyor, liorcditn
Pfe Kessler, Foul K
Pfe Ottlings, Joscph
Pfc Ragasin, fLgostion
K Pec Homd, Earl

- IM

2/1t Roczok, Stonislous d
E7 Torros, Carlos
$SG Jonos, Jamcs L Jr
- % 8gk lorrison, Orphus G
Y Sp4 Onoll, Chorlos J
- PFC Drow, Hans

HHT attch TRP C

IS PV

¥IA
. Pge Scchrost, Janos R
- Pfc Cooper, Robort
' Pfe Farrolly, Hubort
Sp4 Orton, Jimnic D
LA

Sp4 Horris, Eddic D

?fc Voovor, HGIVIR
Pfc Biddulph, Ronald F
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. - STATUS REIORT

‘ ' ~ -~ Troop B . L
ﬁ ©. 9 July 1966 '
;f KA . HIT cttech Trp B
Sp5° Beker; Stenloy W . A
o ¥oj Taylor, Goorge
WIA i “oylar, Goorg
2/Lt Phillips , Benjomin H Jr Tep D (air)
853G Cruz, Earique C _ f
Sgt  Valdon, Anthal ' : NA
Sgt  Drowmon, Everectt O ‘
Sp5  Trylor, Jomes R - Cpt Sandors, John P
Sp4  Seowthorn, Raymond C . CWO Donchoo, Fronk M,
Pfe  Tance, Hory L Pfe Scott, Sarmio i,
Pfe Quijanc, Kerbert ’
Pfe Vhitnon, Donavan, W ‘ D Co 1st Engr attch Trp B
Pfec Coclran, Ulysscs - .
Pfe¢  hodes, Roymond D WA k
J#7/ . Sgt Johnson, Regzinald

' Pfe Corrca, Josso
2/Lt Houghn, Frenklia D
‘Viroc; Dichord W,
| . 585G Folnel, Chester 4
S5G  Veatech, Vlmstinil
855G ke, Billy Jr
: Sgt Blair, John D
i Sgt Cotalone, Fronk P
Sp4  Barrett, Gerald 4
Pfe Dycr, Eugenc F
Pfe Khrovsky, John I,
Pyt Remsoy, John s
Hormer, Bobbic D - .
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