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Hammelburg Raid Research Module

Definition: Attempt to liberate American prisoners from German POW camp with an armored task force in 1945.  

NOTE: The references below provide information relevant to this engagement.  Use these references and supplement with your own research.  

HINT: The decision to execute the Hammelburg Raid remains controversial to this day, given the personal connection between General Patton and one of the POWs.  Keep your focus upon the tactical aspects of this operation rather than the controversy surrounding its origins.  

Electronic References listed by file name: 

 4AD AAR Extract
· Entries from the 4th Armored Division History compiled from wartime reports

37th Tank Bn AAR Extract
· Select entries from the battalion’s wartime AAR, covering the period FEB- MAY 1945
· [bookmark: _GoBack]NOTE: This source indicates Schweinfurt as the start point for the operation and the focus of a covering force that cleared a path through the town for TF Baum to pass.  This reference is incorrect.  It should be Schweinheim, which is very close to Aschaffenburg. Schweinheim is also referenced by other sources, including accounts by the American task force commander. 

Recommended Websites:

http://www.benning.army.mil/Library/
· This is the website of the Donovan Research Library, which features an online catalogue and a host of different services, including JSTOR, through which to conduct research and access source material


Suggested secondary sources: 

Baron, Richard W.,  Raid!   The Untold Story of Patton’s Secret Mission (New York: 
Putnam, 1981).  Available in the Donovan Research Library.  
D805 .G3B288 1981

Blumenson, Martin, The Patton Papers, 1940-1945, Vol. 2  (New York: Houghton-Mifflin 
Co., 1974),  pp. 664-676. E745 .P3B55 1974 v. 2

--------.  “The Hammelburg Affair,” Army (October 1965), pp. 16-18, 20, 22-24, 26, 28, 
30.  Available in the Donovan Research Library.  See vertical files. 

--------.  “The Hammelburg Mission,” Military Review (May 1965), pp. 26-31.
Available in the Donovan Research Library.  See vertical files.  

Inge, Herndon, Jr., “The Hammelburg Raid,” Military (March 2002), pp.  5-8.  Available
in the Donovan Research Library.  See vertical files. 

Koyen, Kenneth, The Fourth Armored Division from the Beach to Bavaria (Munich: 
Herder-druck, 1946).  Available in the Donovan Research Library.  
D769.305 4TH .K6 1946

Oldinsky, Frederick E., “Patton and the Hammelburg Mission,” Armor (July-August, 
1976), pp. 13-18.  Available in the Donovan Research Library.  See vertical files.

Robel, Michael K., “Patton’s Hammelburg Raid: Mission Assessment & Lessons 
Learned,” Command magazine (Nov 2000), pp.28-32.  Available in the Donovan Research Library.  See vertical files.

Whiting, Charles, 48 Hours to Hammelburg (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1970). 
Available in the Donovan Research Library. D767.681 .W58 1970


Related Search Subjects (online and library shelves):
Abraham J. Baum
Task Force Baum
Camp Hammelburg
OFLAG XIII-B
37th Tank Battalion 
10th Armored Infantry Battalion 
Hauptmann Walter Eggemann
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