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J1UII'B aPS 

Ia3SOBS DC»( MILl'WtI OPBRA'l'tOlB IN 

INDOCBIliA .AliI) AIaDtIA 

Since the tirst atC8l1c bomb vas exploded 20 yean eso a sreat deal 

ot speculation baa been so1rig on· throuahout the world on the f'lmdamental 

change in tactics that the ue. ot th:I.8 tremendoue weapon would bring in 

any future war. 

New tactics, new rules tor deployment and lIIOV'ement ot troops have 

been deVeloped and are now be1ng taQaht in all staff colleses of the 

World. 

This is the theory - the practice baa always been different and aU 

the innumerable wars that took place during these 20 yHl"s lave been 

aubversi ve wars. 

As there 18 not much hope of aeeing this type of war cane to an end 

in the toreseeable future. I would like to a.nal.yIe with you the eJq>er1ence 

we had in Indoch:1p& and Alaeria. 

DDOClIINA 

The Indoch1nese war luted 9 years from 1945 to 1954. 

Indoch111a is in tact & set of ,.. different states: 

lforth. Vietnam (13 mUlion people) 

South Vietnam (12 mUlion people) 

lAOS (1* million people) 

CAMBODIA (,.. million people) 

The distance from North to South is 1,000 mUes, ~ of the area is 

jungle, 35; is buBh or open forest and l~ is rice fields. 
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The only rich and populated areas are the deltas of Red River :I.n the 

North and Mekong in the South and it bas to be pOinted out that the North 

delta baa: a vital need ot the surplus rice of the South. 

'!'he normal road network 18 very poor particularly in the deltas 

because the mud is not strong enough to bear.a pavement aud the rivers 

are still the main means of cc:mumm1cat1on in the country I with footpaths 

88 a secondary means. 

A raUway·.1:b1e completed 1n 1939 links LAlOSON on t~ Ch1na 'border 

to SAIGON (1,200 miles) and lIanoi to Haiphong (65 miles). 

Humidity is l~ all the year round and the monsoon gives 70 to 100 

inches of rain from AprU to September.. It i. aa ~k.now a very bad 

climate for the European. 

x 
x x 

I am goiDg now to review the different pbaaea of the In~h:ina 1'1ar 

in order to point out the lessone wbiehwe 'bave lelU'ned of it. 

I don' t know if you rentelllber but Indoch1na has been split into. two -

occupation zone~ 'bY the ParBDAMConferenee. 

In September 1945 the ,.ranch took 0V'er' trom the British in South 

Vietnam and in June 19I,6 the Ch1D.ese agreed' to' eva~te North Vietnam. 

Some months later in DeCember 19I,6 - the Nationalist party called 

V!l.etn11nh headed by RO CBl. MlNH made a. "coup de torce" in Banoi and after 

k1ll1n6 500 French e1vU1ans took to the hills • there was at this time 

no natioual. ~ Qr c1v1l servants and we bad to pacify as quioklyas 

po8si~e. 
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In the South it vas a pretty long job but t1nally we succeeded, the 

~1n Vietminh res1stanees being: 

The Saigon underground organization with killer gangs 

and bomb thrower teams. 

The ItPlain of Reeds ff a very extensive swamp aJ.ong the 

M1kong - during 6 years we combed this swa.mpagain and 

again and f1na.lly ve-q few red spots were still alive. 

In the North the situation was quite different becauso the Vietm1nh 

had stro.ng bases in the mounta1n.s and we bad to eontro~ the Chinese 

border through which weapOIa were infiltrated. 

For our misfortune CBINA bee .. s. communist country in September ~949 

and the fust victim was the frontier line - our 4 battalions spread 

along the ~der were attacked at the beginning of 1950 by 14 V1etm1nh 

battal10ns and the1rwitbdrawal was a. dist\Ster - a.ll our posts had to be 

given up tram 1.e.okay to Manka!. 

To keep the delta eate General de Iattre reorga.n1~ed the Frenoh 

Forces in order to have in reserY'e • 

5 mobile groups eaob 1ncluding 3 battallons 

2 ~d groups each of 

1 M24 tank carJ.P8.DY and 

2 mechanized 1nfantr.y- c.anpan1es mounted in i track 

2 navy assault groups ot 12 landing cr&fts each makj ng So total 

of' about 30,000 men. 

In the meantime the number 01" Vietnamese CC1IIIJJN).dOs were increased to 

harass Vietminh with ant1"'guerr:llla forces. It vas also decided to 

hasten the 'buUd11lg up ot a V:letnaDese Arrq. 
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In January 1951 the Vietm1nh attacked the de~ta with 5 divisions 

(about 60,000 men) helped by ~50,OOO porters. After 2 weeks ot tough 

fights the delta was saved and the Vietminh suffered terrible losses 

wbieh were est:Unated to more than 20,000 kUled. 

In Octo"be.t:1952 baving recover-ed they launched their seoond laI'ge 

Gcale offensivo with 3 divisions and 1 independent regiment to conquer 

the Tha1 Country. Our posts aJ.ons the Red Hi ver were canpletely surpr1aed 

and to sa.ve the Wi thdraving poJite the French COlDttJ!md had to drop a1:rlK>rne 

battalions. After different operations the laos was saved and the 

V1etm1nh withdrew. 

1'he laut pbe.se was marked by a perms.nent Vietminb threat against 

laos with lAl."ge scale airborne operations tooontain thetr offensive. 

The last 'battle is well known "D1en Bien Phu" 16,000 _French including 

ehief11 Fot'elsn legton and Paratroops aga1nat ;0,000 V1etm1nh. After 

4 months of continuous struggle the garrison was submerged under bume.n 

wave attac.ks launOhed mainly by night from. sbort d1stance supported by 

heavy mortar fire. Onl.y 76 men eecttped, to the hUls. 

After that in 19.54 th\t Geneva Conference reached an agreement on 2 

ps.rt1t1on basis. 

There are hUndrtJds 0'[ le-ssone to \Je lu:rned from the tndoch1ne. War 

but the most imPOrtant cel"ta1nly is to understand wpz ~Pf:! sen~reJ.. tactics 

&Eilied1n. :the Sou;th failed in the North? 

When the war started our forces vere dispatChed into posts of 

compat.W s1~e to keep open our lines of commu:n1ca't1ons and occupy points 

ot Vital. im,portance suell as bridges# main vlllages and $0 on. 

4 

----------------------



I 

I 
1 ______ _ 

Each Regiment or Battalion bad an area ofrespons1bi~1ty and many tovrers 

(held by a platoon) were built along the main roads or on the tactical. 

features to increase the efficiency of the lIquad.r1llage. u 

A very few units mainly armored units were held in reserve to escort 

convoys protect the attacked posts and take part in operations. 

This organizE!.tion had e. good result in the South but in the North 

our poste started to be attacked at the end of 1948 and in 1950 there 

was no question of keeping tow ere of section eize - why! 

It is very einIple. In the North the guerrilla forces had rea.ched at 

the end of 1948 the strength of Company and Ba.ttalion-size and the 

1JquadriUage" could no longer be effective without be1ng be,c:ked by strong 

mobile forces. These forces were only organized in 1950 by General de 

Iatt:re and it was too late. 

There is no doubt tb.8.t at a certain su.ge the use of units of 

regimental size spending most of their time 1n fixed positions is the 

best way to give guerrillas the ability to move in a large area without 

being detached and intercepted. 

On the other band border protection is essential to cut off the 

rebellion trom outside and prevent all supplies but as I told you in 1949 

we lost our posts on the Chinellle border and all the area including that 

between the china frontier and the delta. was in fact V1etm:tnh. 

Another characteristic of the Indochina War bas been the lack of 

information on V1etminh movements inside the d.elta whichhasena.bled 

them to keep oJ:waye the surprise effect and the local superiority_ In 

the first days of the rebellion theV'ietminh sent into each village 
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pol 1 t1cal canm1ssars to keep a gr1p on the populatlon and the formula 

they employed was very simple: "Ruthless management of people. It By 

tbat we mean the V1etlllinh were llving among the people as "flshes l1ve 

under water" and they were obtaining plenty of informatlon about our 

installatlons and movements as well as food, shelter and hiding places. 

Clvic action must be a characteristic feature of 8. eubversive war and 

pey-cbological operat1ons are of prime 1Jnportanee. We DlUSt not neglect 

to win the hearts and minds of tbepopulation. 

It was unforltilOltlAtely an important factor which was absolutely 

forgotten in Indochina. 

Many journalists also said that we were impeded by cumbersome and 

inadequate equipment. I don't 'believe it. The French and Vietm1nh 

battalions .ba.d 8. very s1mUar organl,...a.tion withmartars, Ml and recoilless 

guns. ItwafJ tbetaotlcs which were quite different because We always 

bad the tendency to fight a conventionsJ. battle With the necesslty to 

stop at night. We must keep in mind that guerrilla tactics are unconventional: 

Itt the o:f':f'enslvethey select targets, concentratesufflc1ent 

strength toeneu.re s\lccess of the operation and wlthdX'alt 

before we can react w1tha. 8uff~c1ent force. 

In the defena1ve With the support of population they receive 

early warnings which enable them. to slip away in smaJ.l groups. 

In addition the guerrilla i8 light and travels fast. He makes 

an al.ly of darkness and always turns terra1n to his advantage. 

Tb.erefore. our soldier must be perfectly accustomed to night fightina 

and be able to live several weekae:way from. his permanent base. In the 
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field of emplo,ment of 61r forces, air support baa been proved to be 

essential in close support ot ground torces but air reconnaissance gave 

very deceptive resul te. 

A large use has 'been made of transport a1rcraft to give the max1mum 

mobility to our forces accord1ng to the enemy threats. 

I flAY 88\Y to COIlclude that this war was pri.II1a.rily an infantry war 

and the ibropean. soldier bad more to learn from t~ local soldier than 

Vice-versa. 

The Indochina war was just over when on 1st lfovem.ber 1954 the 

~erian War started. it lasted nearly eight years (to the ceue fi.re 

agreement on 19th Marcb 1962) and involved at one time 500,000 French 

soldiers. 

Algeria located 'between Morroco and Tunisia :la also an i11lJlense 

country (600 miles from .at to West and 1,200 m:.Ues from Norlih to South);. 

includ1Dg many types ot terrain t:om the pleasant shore ot the Mediterranean 

Sea to the 1nt1n1te horizons of the desert. Ii. large proportion is 

m.ountainous particularly in the East. 

The popu.l..f\t1on of Algeriai. about 9 IIrn J ion peop~e of which 1 

m1ll:ionwen ~eans. 'lbe Moslems are spl:t.t in two main groups Arabs 

and Berbers. 

There 1s, contrary to what you find in Indochina, a good road nework 

throughout the country da~oped d'Q.r1ng the l30 years of French colonization. 

Inside Algeria the FIB Forces lrlereet the begintrlQ& about 30,000 men 

split into parties frola com.pa.ny to platoon size. They were a. bit short 
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of armament and ammunitions but they were very well trained, higbly 

mobile and knew perfectly the country. 

Outside the country the FLN had 2 large armies organized on the same 

type as the French .Army. They were a.bout 30,000 in Tunisia. and 10,000 in 

Morocco. They were helped to the utmost by the Governments of' Tunisia. 

and Morocco and had good 1n:f'antry weapons including GPHl, 'bazookaa and 

recoUess guns. 

Against this force the Freneh A:rIlJy consisted as I told you at its 

strongest of some 500,000 men l.nO'lud1ng 44 "Regiments" of armor and ten 

battalions of Foreign Legion. 

'!'he Fm realized very quickly that they bad no chance in attacking 

our Garrisons or strong pOints and their favorite tactics were to ambush 

our patrols or convoys particularly on difficult roads. Their a.ttacks 

took place most of the time late in the afternoon in order to take 

advantage of the darkness for their withdraval. 

On the other hand to keep popula.tion under control. they perpetrated 

the vilest stroci ties and llJS.Uy people ~.ncl.ud1ng women and children were 

horribly mutilated. ! think you heard. about MELOUZA in May 1957 where au 

the m.a.les of the village i exactly 301 including boys I were butchered just 

because the village was accused. of having given some food. to a French 

patrol. 

In the light of the experience gained in Indochina, Algeria was 

divided into 60 sections which in a.d.d.1tion to the troops of the "quadrllla.ge" 

had always got mobile units held in readiness. The units of the "quadrillese lt 

were expanding vigorously by day and night in the countryside and the 
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result wa.s that the enemy lost little by little his mobUity and his 

capacity for assembling without being detected. In fact this organization 

gave to our forces considerable ambush ca.pabilities Which was increased 

------------, 

I 

in 1959 by the creation in each sector of special anti-guerrilla commandos. 
__ ."'0 ,. ___ • .,..,-·-;-:-~z-~.,.,. __ ~w_~-.-"'--_~- - - -~-- ---'"'~-

Those special units were built around an existing troop or company. 

Their structure had nothing unusual: 1 BQ platoon and 3 rine platoons 

but the men a.:u volunteers, all were pbys1ce.l.ly and mentally selected. 

In addition each commando included a. good proportion of local recruits 

having a. perfect knowledge of the country. They had only light annament 

wit}:). a high proportion of sub :to and long range radio sets. _~ lived 

exactly like the FIN normally mov1ng by night to remain undetected. 'l'hey 
_~.", ___ ~2 -- - _ 

made 8 fine j.ob in conJunction with the heliborne troops which were 

dropped on the likely lines of withdrawal when a. guerrilla concentration 

bad been loca.ted. 

This tactic "as very successful a.:nd the demand on light armored 

units for escorting convoys decreased rap1dJ.y, consequently little by 

little units of the ar.mor were ~olved in a pacification role. 0u1. 

mobiLity and tire power gave us advantage for patrolling and quick 

intervention but I must say tbat we vere 'Very often short of Infantry 

men but we could always make use oftbe .. A'fC troops. I person.ally think 

that at a. certain stage when the situation 1s developing well inter at'2llS 

units would be more useful because I knew many infantry units compla.ined 

about the lack of armored vehicles. 

I told you that a 18.1"ie FUI armies were stationed outside AWEf.U:A. 

and in order llot to make the same m:!,stake as in INOOOHINA we have to 

intercept very quiCkly aJ.l supplies from outside. 
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In 1951 it ~ est1l1'lated by our intelligence that 1,500 men end 1,000 

veapons a month were crosa1Dg the barrage. It was quite impossible to 

control l,OOO Ions of border with troops only and in 1957 1t ws decided 

to buUd an electric ba.:rrier along the border. Tb1a ''barrage'' consisted 

of 3 linea of high tension fencing 6 to 8 feet high - lIl1nes were la1d 

between every line of vire. 

It was a cons1derAble work and the 1!Bat barrage nth 500 tons length 

was achieved by :; engineer battalions in only 5 months to g1ve you an idea: 

more than 1,500 T ot barbed wire vere WU'Olled 

300,000 poles llere put in 

30 square kms were leveled by-bulldozers 

54 electric stations were constructed 

aoo lallS of blacktopped road were buUt 

.l8o .lana of traUa '(ere built 

Th1e barrier was continuaUy watohed andohecked by smaJ.l patrols 

of Armor equipped V1thsearcbl1ghts, observation planes, :1nfantry radars 

and artillery oJ-' s. 'We used 6 ~'Regiment8 tt of the Armor on the East 

'barrage and 5 on the West barl"aSe. 

In the rear area we bad a tactical layout consisting ot the posts 

themselves and. intervention unit. and artUlery fire coUld be applied. on 

calJ. all along the b&rre.ge. 

The organ1zation was tille to get through but we know that no barrier 

is really impaSsAble, theorefore ourtaotics werel 

to stop minor e-neDSy' attempts on the barrage itself with our 

light aI'ItI.Ored units and a.t't1~ fire. 
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to caneJ.ize aJor crossings in order to .tart an 1trmed1ate 

mopping up operation with our mobUe reserves &8 close to 

the ~e as possible. 

NaturaJ.ly all the cro.Sina8 took place at night but these tactics 

gave good results. 

To give you an idea in the night of 26th AprU 1958 about 1,000 FIB 

soldiers passed throuSh the barrage. After 24 hours of hard f1ght1Ug the 

final result was: 

on our side: 100 kUled or wounded 

on the enemy side: 600 lt1lled and 300 captured most of them 

wounded. 

Another 1m;portant faCtor was the requirement to e~oit 1nformat1on 

u quickly as posflible and whenever p0.8s1l'Ae 'f;)etfore night. In Indochina 

we bad realized how usefUl. bel:Lcoptel:'S could be bu.t we had Just a few and 

" Dtlsae4 them very much. 

:rn Algeria it was different, we used. about 600 heUcopters to 

inorease the mobUity of our troops. lJa1f of tllem were transport helicopters 

H34 and lI2l., the other half liaison helicopters. We found that the most 

:t conveu1ent size for a helicopter unit 1n amaU. operatbna was 8 to 10 

aircraft. 'l'he be.s:te unit ca.Ued D.l.R. (Intervention Helicopter Detachment). 

Each detachment included: 

A flying eommlJd post- general.ly an Aloette II 

.An armed helicopter to provide close sUJIPOrt wben landing. It 

was a 1134 equipped with a ;0 caliber Ml or a 20DIIl gun. X must 

say that this cannon was much 1n favor e.nd ,ave better resul.t •• 
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A transportation group including 6 to 8 helicopters. 

A 1.1gbt. observation plane called '~roussard~" 

Sometimes a logistic helicopter (Alouett& II) 

The ar.med helicopter provided e. reliable bUt m1rliro.um fire support 

near the landing. zone to neutralize ground 1"ire 'but va'1!]/' often fighters 

and even bombers were asked to sterilize the landing zone and neutralize 

enemy strong points. 

The transportation grou.p with its 8 helicopters could lift half a 

company in one go which we eOl1l$idered enough to deal with an etlellQ' 

pending the arrival of the rest ot the ccm.pany. Every helicopter was 

equipped with a. 11.F. set working to the ground forces and VHF set 'Working 

to the other .hellcoptersa.nd the aviation. 

To ~. the benefit of surprise and not to l.oose our speed of 

reaction ~ faund that the best compromise was to choose the emba.rk1.ng 

area. between 15 and, 30 kms from objective. Thus only on~ »Dl (Helicopter 

detachment) 'With a potential of 90 m:f.n1ltes (lould transport 3 companies 

without stopping the eng1nelh 

Helicopters were ~1¢u.l.vlY' useful in 80 called n sealing up g 

operations. When enemy had beeD located the aim was to surrouno. l.rl.la fast 

enoU6~ to prevent any el.ement tram escaping. 

The key points on the 1::4ah ground were reached by hel1copters while 

other Ullits were going to their dest1ne.tion carried on lorries. Recon

naissance units were aJ.so particularly suitab.le as regards their speed 

mob1l1ty_a. fire power. 

It would happen that a gap would develop between a un1.ts I; therefore a 

ai.rmobUe reserve was alw,ys kept in. rea.d.iness to 'be rushed into eucha 

gap as soon as the ~lying CP hadnot1eed its existence. 
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or course the conditions in Algeria were particularly suitable for 

helicopter opera.tions because: 

there was no air threat 

the enemy had few AA weapons 

the 'Weather was pretty good 10 months out of 12 

This exPlains why .in 1959 for uample when our helicopters fIev 

100,000 kms only 35 of them were bit, only 6 members of the crews were 

wounded and none at aJ.l. were ldlled. 

Generally one helicopter detachment ws stationed in a zone 

divisional. area of responsibUity includ.1ng several sectors for many 

m,ont.hs and so the crews as well as the ground units were quite well aware 

of tbe1l" respective capabilities and limitations. 

1'be last point I would 1.1ke to develop is the Vital. neceSSity to 

comb1n.e the mobile strild.llg force with psycbologicsJ. actions. 

It is obvious that guerrilla ca.nnot live without the good 'Will and 

the support of the population, therefore, the fundamental aim must be the 

separation of the guerr1U.s from the population. 

The psychological actlou are infinite and I will only Sllll'Jllla,'ri2e 

the moet 1m;portant ones which were e.pplied euccessful.l3' in Ale;eria.. 

The first step is certainly keeping the population informed. The 

a1m is to give publicity ot mUitary operat:1ons :1rJ. order to undermine 

the guerr:U.la. confidence in victory and to encouraae active participation 

of the population against terrorists. For th1e purpose we had in every 

sector s.peoial teams including a doctor I French end MOslem nurses and 

Moslem speakers which were giving in all the v1l1eaes J)Ubl1c speeches, 
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medlcal support to the population and hygiene. The talks given by 

insurgent who hIld changed their mind were also of excellent effect. 

The second step is to have a close control of the popu1ation. 

Therefore in each sector we issued & new identity card and we bui~t up an 

accurate· census of male population for every vUlage. Periodic checks 

mostly by night; enable the detection of uncontrolled elements. 

Resettlement and regroupment of population were also made but planning 

of the progra.mme bas to be done very carefully and in detail. In nry 

opinion it costs a lot of money and automatically leaves the empty zone 

to the guerrilla. 

The third step is to get t~ people top:oteet themselves. It is 

certainly the most difficult step and it is useless to try till the 

political agents responsible for the Village bave been eltm:i.n.a.ted. We 

bad therefore in each sector an intelligence section 'Which used to the 

utmost insurgents who ha.ve changed their mind for interrogation. of 

captured persons. We found they were very useful for the detection of 

political agents e.nd hiding places. Thus in 1960 we bad about 2,000 

self protected villages. In addition to protecting their communities 

the c1vil guard furnished intelligence and security to our fQrces. 

To educa.te population at the ville.ge level we drew the best men to 

attend a general orientation course on civio action. Tbef. r task uns to 

advise, influence, indoctrinate and strengthen the political apparatus 

but the end of the vl'flr in Algeria gave us not enough time to draw 

accurate conclusions. 

x 

x x 
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!'RENCH ARMOR IN INDOCHINA 

(1945 - 1954) 

In October 1945, the units of the French Expeditionary Force 

landed again in Indochina, with the objective of r~idly reoccu~ng 

the country. Lieutenant General LECLERC, who was in cOJlDlland, had 

been the cOIlUllanding general of the 2d French Armored Division in 

1944-45. He employed the few ar.mored vehicles he had in the same 

classic wq as he had previously done in France and Germany. On 

February 5, 1946, all of southern Indochina was reoccupied. Then, 

after the agreements with the Viet-Minh (March 6, 1946), the French 

units landed in the north and r~idly seized control of the Tonkin 

Delta. 

Those first easy successes in a country where no armored vehicle 
1 

had ever moved before, had created a misleading atmosphere of safety. 

That was quickly confirmed when the hostilities were resumed by the 

Viet Minh forces after December 19, 1946. Road-bound, almost 

everyd~ in regular convoy escorts, Armor units suffered several 

serious misfortunes. With Marshal de Lattre in 1950 and the creation 

of Armored groups and Amphibious groups, French Armor step-by-step 

recovered a suitable role. 

It seems interesting to cover this evolution, from the classic 

factors of the problem: terrain, means, enemy, missions to the 

organization and tactics known at the end of that 9-year campaign. 

lPrior to the Japanese occupation, however, a platoon of old obsolete 
Renault-FT tanks, previously used during ~,was stationed in Hanoi. 



TERRAIN: 

MA'mRIALS: 

In Indochina, where one finds swamps and jungles, cultivated 

plains and forest-covered platoons, open hills, and rocky mountains, 

a large part of the country could not be crossed by any vehicle. 

Roads and trails, poorly maintained during the war, had been 

sabotaged by the Viet-Minh, rains made them slippery and often un .. 

trafficable during the 6 .. month monsoon season. The bridges still 

intact were not sui table for wide, heavily armored vehicles. (For 

crossing the Red River in Hanoi, tanks and half tracks had to be 

loaded on flat cars rolling on the railroad of the Doumer Bridge.) 

Nevertheless, with stubborn energy, Armor leaders strived to 

find best secondary roads and cross-country possibilities. Routes, 

crossing pOints, and trafficable areas were put into files in every 

sector according to seasonal variations. At the price of much 

weariness and effort, the different armored units were able to find 

again the necessary area for maneuver, even bringing the fight across 

flooded rice fields or swamps, according to vehicles employed. Soon, 

only rugged jungle areas remained impenetrable. 

French armor had landed in 1945 wi th US vehicles used during 

World v.a.r II {Armored Car MB, Scout Car M3, Half Track M3, Light 

Tank 1'15, Hotti. tzer r-11; some other . armor" rigimentrf 'were equipped wi th 

British vehicles (Armored Car Coventry and Scout Car Number) or even 

with out-of-date Fremch armored cars (Panhard 1939). Their qualities 

and defects are well known, but French industries destroyed during the 

War were still unable to provide better. These vehicles were very 

useful for all the missions dealing with road security and even intervention. 

2 



-. 

As early as 1948, French armor, looking eagerly for cross country 

mobUi ty, organized its first amphibious units and tested them in the 

Plain of Reeds (Mekong Delta). The new materials, Cargo Carrier M99C 

(nicmamed "Crab") and LVT 4 or 4A (so called "Alligatorlt ) were not 

designed for such an intensive use in muddy' areas) the first one was 

a U8 cargo vehicle, without 'armor, to be employed in icy Alaska) the 

second was an armored personnel carrier used for ship-to-shore 

landings in the Pacific during World War n. The first results were 

disappOinting, but quickly the leaders found suitable tactics and the 

crews became skillful technicians, while the vehicles received more 

sui table weapons and armored vehicles for gunners (on the LVT I S were 

mounted two caliber .SO and two caliber • .30 mach1neguns and even 

sometimes an automatic BOFORS 4o-mm gun). 

The possibilities presented by the dense network of rivers and 

canals, pointed toward the use of river boats. The French Navy 

organized early in 1945 its "DDJABSAUT, II c~osed with LOI, LCM, and 
2 

LOVT, French armor embarked on lighter boats able to go upstream in 

narrow and shallow Ifrachs fl at the pursuit of enemy sampans. These 

boats ran up to 8 meters or 10 meters long) proceeding at 10 mots, 

and equipped wi th three machineguns and a grenade launcher, these 

armored motor boats were operated by five c~men. 

The first MS tanks were replaced in 19S0-Sl by M24 light tanks, 

US buUt alSO) their low ground pressure (less than 10 P.S.I.) was 

.3 
2 

DDlASSAUT - Division Navale dIAssau.lt ........ 
LCI, 10M, LOW: U8 Navy desijgnations for small landing vessels. 



:ENEMY: 

the most appreciated characteristic. Light, fast, reliable, well 

equipped, this tank could be driven everywhere during the dr,y 

season and used even across flooded rice fields. It was also air 

transportable in separate component loads for lack of airfield and 

aircraft of sufficient size (i.e., 82 loads airlifted by two 

Bristol and three C-47 airplanes) so that a company with ten M24 

tanks was air transported and rebuilt in Dien Bien Phu, and also a 

pla toon wi th five 1124 tanks in Luang-Prabang (Laos). 

At last, it must be noticed the creation of one regiment 

equipped with heavy M36 tank destroyers able to counteract eventually 

the threat of Chines. Communist armor in 1952. Also to prevent that 

threat in 1951, Marshal de Lattre had ordered the construction of a 

fortified line around the Tonkin Delta. In fact, these tank 

destroyers equipped with a 90-mm gun and broad tracks were used for 

supporting infantry units. 

From the very beginning, the Viet Minh adjusted their anti tank 

tactics to oppose French armored units. Among employed devices, 

mines were largely placed ahead with 85 percent of damaged or 

destroyed armored vehicles. Their variety was immense, from the 

unexploded and locally recovered aircraft-bomb to the China-built 

anti tank mine; generally the enemy manually detonated them when 

armored vehicles passed. Fortunately the tank hulls often resisted 

the blast, an~fter same time, the maintenance mechanics were able to 

repair damage. 

Acting as guerrillas, the Viet Minh could not burden its units 

4 



wi th a too heavy anti tank annament without taking the risk of a 

reduced mobility for its battalions. Its portable antitank weapons 
3 

(75-mm and 57-rom recoilless rifle - S.K.Z. - Bazooka) can be 

credited for a low percentage of destroyed armored vehicles; in fact, 

often destroyed, after immobilization, by a direct assault led by 

Viet Minh soldiers carrying explosives, charges or "Moltov Cocktails." 

The Viet ¥J.inh, requisitioning local civilian manpower, built 

vehicle obstacles on all routes--ditches, walls, barricades, etc., 

often combined 'tn th mines or booby traps • In Tonkin, for example, 

many villages were encircled with a 6-foot high earth wall; and 

sometimes the access across rice fields was forbidden by actual 

antitank ditches running on several hundred meters. Despite the 

willingness and stamina of the leaders it was often very difficult to 

pass through,and,Only after excessive and time-wasting efforts. 

(French armor had no tank-dozers and no mobile bridging equipment, 

such as armored vehicle launching bridge.) 

The Viet Minh tactics, dealing ~dth antitank defense, mainly 

laid on ambushes, always with similar planning: to stop the convoy 

in a narrow or rugged passage, then~after an intensive and violent 

fire support/to launch a quick assault. The best parry obviously 

consisted of thwarting this ambush, which was difficult to succeed with 

such a master in concealment as this enemy. Every leader of a 

surprised unit also had orders for keeping his mobility, at any price. 

An armored vehicle stopped and isolated in an ambush is a blind and 

5 

3s .K•Z• "Sung Khong Giat" (Viet Minh recoilless gun). 



MISSIONS: 

harmless prey easy to destroy for a daring enemy. Unfortunately, the 

indispensable and regular missions imposed on armor units did not 

always allow them to counteract the Viet Minh assaults nor avoid 

bloody misfortune s(convoy of DALAT March 1, 1948) • 

. After the rapid reoccupation of Indochina by mobile columns 

exploiting along roads, it was necessary to understand that the 

struggle extended allover the countr,y, often far from the roads; 

however, those communication lines remained vital for liaisons and 

supplies, with the lack of airfield facilities and a sufficient number 

of aircraft. 

Therefore, French armor had to assume the protection of roads, 

rivers, and even, railroads. On roads, the integrio"y of the route 

had to be checked before the daily or periodical traffic of vehicles 

or convoys; then it vms responsible for the traffic security while 

patrolling or escorting convoys themselves. 

The mission was similar on rivers, especially on the Saigon River, 

from the port down to the sea. On all important rivers, armored 

motor boats were employed either in separate platoons (6 boats) or in 

separate troops (3 platoons) and they were quickly driven up to the 

smallest tributaries. 

On railroads, the main bridges were under the protection of small 

posts, French armor had to provide crews for armored trains escorting 

the uRafales fl (wind blast) composed of two or three trains, follOwing 

each other, once a week, on the different sections from Saigon to Nha 

Trang, from Tourane to Hue and IDong Ha, and from Hai-Phong to Hanoi. 

6 
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EVOLUTION OF 
ORGANIZATION: 

Besides that essential mission, armored units were called for 

interventions, as fire brigades running toward a blazing fire, by 

day and by nigh"li, to help attacked posts or units pinned down in an 

ambush, the armored platoons started to remove their harassed friends. 

Such interventions became more and more hazardous because of the Viet ~linh 

who were aware of these reactions and provoked them attacY~ng far posts 

in order to ambush intervening platoons. 

Infantry battalions also requested armor support against an enemy 

who was becoming better trained, and a very close cooperation between 

Infantry and Armor became the rule; but dispersion of units along 

roads, lack of strength and poor crosscountry mobility of wheeled 

vehicles restricted the benefit of such combined operations. MOving at 

the samespeed as foot infantrymen, or assuming monotonous IIbouclages" 

(blocking lines), armored units conf!UDled their potential "tnthout any 

real benefi ti. 

The first uamored groupsJJ (sous grou~ents blind6s or GB) were 

organized only in 1951, with their own attached infantry. Under the 

command of a small armored HQ, these armored groups included one 

company of M24 tanks (4 sections, with 3 tanks and 2 half tracks) and 

two mechanized infantry companies on half tracks. The effectiveness 

of that formula was rapidly confirmed during the operations of Hoa Binh 

(Nov 1951 - Feb 1952) and Phu-To (Oct - Nov 1952). 

Simultaneously were created "Reconnaissance Groups" (group~s d' 

Escadrons de Reconnaissance or G. E. R. ) composed of one u24 tank 

7 



company, one armored car troop (3 platoons, with S MB armored cars 

and 1 platoon with 3 }OIB howitzer) and one or two companies of· 

"suppletifsfJ (indigenous forces). 

It is essent.ial. to avoid any confusion between those units 

pertaining to armor and the mobile groups (grou&nents mObilesJl or 

G.M.) which were created at the same period and were composed of 

three infantr,y battalions (mounted on tracks), supported by one towed 

artillery group (IOS-mm) and one platoon of three 1124 tanks (seldom 

by one tank company, such as the aM 100, for example.) 

At the same time amphibious units were employed to a greater extent. 

Two groups, each composed of two companies of "crabs" were created, 

soon reinforced by two JJalligators" platoons carrying one company of 

"suppletifs" and able to operate where the "crabs" were stopped by 

the impenet.rable terrain or the enelny fire. They were intensively and 

successfully employed in the Plain of Reeds and in the area around 

Nam Dinh (Tonkin). 

The organization of these armored and amphibious groups allowed 

Fre~ch armor to regain its own momentum. However, ver,y often it was 

still necessary to attach an infantr,y battalion to those units, 

because of the proportion of personnel that did not permit enough 

dismounted soldiers to search villages. In fact, it ilas impossible 

to request more officers and enlisted men from armor. By this time 

under the impulse of ~shal de Lattre, the young Vietnamese, Laotian 

and Cambodian armies had begun their build up. French armor which used 

B 

4ler Regiment de Chasseurs et ler Regiment Etranger de Caval.erie 
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many locally enlisted crewmen since 1948 (often, more than SO percent) 

had not only to train the first armored Vietnamese troops (and the 

Laotian and Cambodian troops) but to create one infantry battalion 
q ~ 

for the national armies from each of its regiments. At the end of 

1948, after that crisis of personnel and the first lessons of these 

experiments, the following structures were adopted: 

1. Armored Group, which is composed mainly of one 1-124 tank 

company (4 platoons wi th 4 tanks) and three companies of truck

mounted infantry (4 platoons plus one support platoon). tis group 

also had one mechanized infantry company (4 platoons with 4 half 

tracks) and one 8l-mm mortar platoon, mounted on half tracks. This 

uni t was under the command of a HQ well provided wi th communications 

means and able to control several attached units. 

2. Amphibious Group., wiith an amphibious mobile HQ, which 

included two HQ for subgroups permitting the tltailoringll of the 

following units: 

-2 "crab" companies (each with 33 crabs and 3 platoons). 

-3 "alligatori ' troops (each with 11 LVTls, 3 of them 

with 7$-mm howitzers, and carrying 3 infantry platoons). 

-1 regimental support platoon with six 75-mm howitzer LVTls. 

At the end of that evolution, French Armor recovered armored 

units able to engage by themselves the enem;y with effectiveness. The 

Viet Minh had many bitter experiences {camargue, Mouette, Gerfaut, 

Auvergne operations), and on July 20, 1954, at the cease fire time 

there were four armored groups and two amphibious groups (plus three ,. ,,, 
G.E.R. and siz other armored ~giments.) 

9 
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TACTICAL 
EMPIDIMENT: 

Spli t between the necessity of supporting infantry and the 

desire of its own maneuver with all its means concentrated in a 

strike force, French Almor, after 9 years on the battlefields, was 

able to reach some paDticular tactical conclusion,. 

If a tank platoon could be temporarily attached to some infantry 

units, the troop was only able to have the necessary firepower and 

mobility to lead the fight at its own momentum facing a battalion 

strength enemy. ~e indispensable flexibility for maneuver was easier 

wi th the qua;temary articulation wi thin the uni t5; and the changing 

of combat formations was often achieved in direct sight without any 

problems of communication between these well-trained crews. 

The best infantry ... armor balance has been revealed to be, in 

that particular theater of operation, one infantry battalion for one 

tank company. By the lack of-available arTdored personnel carriers 

except half tracks, the mobility for infantr,y was obtained in the 

field by the transport of infantrymen on the rear deck of tanks. The 

cohesion obtained within armored or amphibious groups was excellent, 

because of the origin of the personnel, all from armor. ~ere were 

no problems for communication or for coordinated and quick 

maneuvers, and furthermore, no problems of unity of command. 

The various tactics used in different regions have been fitted 

to the different materials and to the seasonal changes of weather. 

They have varied also according to the enemy and the personalities of 

leaders, so that the obstacles of terrain lfere reduced and it was 

10 

5Four combat platoons in each company. 
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even frequent to see armored units in night fighting. Opposed to an 

enemy acting by night, which is a permanent characteristic of 

insurgency warfare, French armored units became well trained for 

quick and violent night interventions and several times under favorable 

occasions the Viet Minh were severely defeated; for example, Thien-Ko 
6 

Tonkin July 18, 19S4 • 

Beginning the Indochina campaign with armored re.giments similar 

to those which had fought in Europe during World War II, French armor 

reached 19S4 with units organized on very different concepts, but 

suitable for those particular conditions. When the cease fire was 

implemented, that evolution was still considered as insufficient. 

Despite terrain, various threats, and increasingly necessary support 

for infantry, the need for units fitted for the missions of cavalry was 

generally felt by everyboqy. 

11 

6 
A night counterattack launched by the GJ/3 (Armored Group No.3), 

200 Vietnamese killed. 
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< < ? .. 

. In Indochina, tmere o~, find:) m~ and jtln;;les, cultivated pla1.tla 

and forest-covored plateaus.. open. hills .. and rocky lDOuntainB" a w[;e ' 

part of the countl'7 could not be .crossed by any vehicle. Roads and trails., 

poorly maintained durin(:; the '{var. bad beensabota;~d by the enetqf ra:lns 

made them slipper.r andattMUntrar.rieable durinG the1l1OllS00Il season.' 
. . , 

Thebr-id;;es still :intact uere,~~ ~U1table tor wide, heavily a.rJJr)l~d 
vehicles. (For ¢~Sin;Jibt}ifidn.t~~)JllJl.noj., tanks and ba,U~. 

had to be loaded on flat cal"8:~lJ.j~o:n the raU...""Oad ot~ Doume~Br:iag..t· 
Nevertheless; ,With ot'qb~n emera, Arlll)X' leade.rs strived to"f1nd 

lwei:. secClldar,r l~da and crQ$s~o:unt:t'Y' possibilitiec.rtoutes., crossin;; " 

X:oillts am trafficable areas ~Ie~~})ut intofilea in e~:t';Y8ector aceo~ 
to SGasoW variat:i.ons.Attbeprice of much weariness ancl effort .. ~ 

. , 

d.1rferent armored units tTG:f;"eable to find a,Jain the necessary area£or. 

~uverJ eve1l br:ur~ing the··,ti.gbt·aoross flooded rice paddies. or ~, 

accordinr: tovel1iales ~d; ~"only ~ged j~c areas rema1::led: 
. ' , . 

impenetrable. 
, !' ,;: 

_ .. ~ 

IA:ld1l\g in 19Jbuth til>; 'riatl.ol.~d durlllg Horld ~~II '(bmtred'< 

Cart>!8, - ScoutCa,r ~O -ltal!'~~,k';:n .. Ught Tank !S .. nO\'li~ter l~l). French . 

. ArnDr equipped its new "reg_ta" with lld.tish ve1l1cles (Armored Gat'.,.' 

COmrrnYand Scout car :atn6ER) Q1" even with out-of-date French a:rti.O!'6d 
ca..'rS {PANHARD 19.39). Their qual1ties and defects are well.lalOWl'l, but 

French industries destro1tKi d~ the Jar Here st:Ul ~le to provide: 

better. 'These vehicles tJ'creve17usotul and appreciated fOr .U the 
. , ... , 

.. ~: ~i 

2 

;'., 

.. ' ~ ... 



built also ; the):.];r lou :;round 111'fiSSUl."'e (less tIlWllOP .;; .I) .;as -the 

roostapprec~.atedchnJ:"actcrlstic ... liclrt., fast, reliable .. Hell equipped, 

ttdstank could be dr'"lven: eV~U'll'\'l~redlL~~ tl¥l d.l:7Seasoll and 'Used 

e-vt:m aCl'OSO :tloodedrice J?&ddies. It ... "as also air transportable, in 

separate loads, :ro:rlack orair.t':i.el~ andaireraft of suf.'i'icient si~e 

(i.e. 02 loads a:J..:rlii'tedby 2 BRISTOL and J DC-) DAK01'Aairplanes) so 

that a c~ -I'lith 10 11-24 tanks "l-la$&irtl'ansportedand l'ebuilt in 

Dien Bien I1l.U, andalaoa plai;ooAwj.th 5?1-2h tanks in Luan~1-r~"1L'barl~'; (Ia.~) •. 

At last,1tmust be not1cedthe creat.ion of one tlI~L1.1oontff equil)pe<i. 

with heavy 1-s.)6 tank-destrQyers. able to COlUltSI'e.ct cventuall3 .t,he .. threat 

of. Ch.inese .Al-mr In 1952. (.uso to prevent that· tb.reatin~9S1, l~ehnl 

tIe I.a.ttre bad O!wt'OO thecotlStl."UCtion of a !ortU:tod :l.itle arounl-I;,be 

'1'onld..n delta). In fact,. these tant~ J equ:tpP&.u fli th a 9O-l'llm. ·l~~and 

broad tmcks.. were 1.lSod. r or support ill£'; inf'antry1~ ts. 

umi1! 

FrQll the very be:;i~i the Viet !-aMad.Justed W'ltitanks t4ctics 

to oppo-se ?rench arlmred units. }~s Y:'ere lal\~e13 cl,a.saed ahead 

a.nr:m.c.:: employed devices. with 85;& of dIll.ged or destroyed Qrr.I.)J:"ed 

vehiclos. '!'beil' var1etYW6.!l~e, from the UDe"A:-plodfK1 and locall,J 

recovered air' bomb to tll£ Chi,m ... bu:Ut classic antitank 1I'Iille;genel~~ 

the 0llelV detonated tllemwhen ~red vehicles passed. Fort1JlJlteq 

the tank hu.U.s o.ftcnres1sted the blast, and. a.f.ter SCJi1(; t3..loo, the 

llJlintenance mechanics uc;r't: able to rellfl.ir dal'I.BGCs. 

Acting as· Guerrillas1tho Viet Hinh could not burden its units rtth 



',{ , 

a t09 heavy antit.ank arr;."\ellt Without ta.1d.ng the risk of &.l:cduced 

liJ)bility £01' its battallcmo .... Itsportablt: antitank \,7ea.pans ('i5-sll 

anc;l 57ll11'11 rcco1lless~,run ""S.K .. Z). l3a.zookas) can be credited f',n~ .', 

a low percenta.;;e of destroyed a.~red vehicles; in i'act, otten rlestro;req~ 

a.fter ilmilDbilization". by a 'direct assault lad byiT!et lanh ooldieX's' 

carrying exrJlosi,,.c's, cw;:e$ .or.~HQltov Cocktails. If 

~ Vic'~ IZ-nb, ra9.~tlOmn.i.·local civUian mtUlpo\<."el'l. bu1lt 
." , 

...... 

. " ~' , 
the access ac!'OSs rice ~d1.e~l1Mforbiddell by actual antitank ditche's 

l·tamin~~ on several hunrh'Eld lZ'.Y~.I.;'s. ~spite the .vll.J.ini~ss and 

stam:1M of the leaders 1 t ~.o1'~n vfJr:ldU'.t'1cult to tnS8 tlu'oW~h 

ar.it only a:rtercYAcssivc and timrt-waatingertoJ:"ts • (branch.An't¥)r. hAd " 

.no tank-dozers and no AVID), 

'l'he Viet lrLDhtaotics~ deal i J)8 with antitmJk dc.rense~ ma;inl1 

laid on ambUs.~es"a.lrJ8.lrs t-(ltAlJ~:~' 'to stoP the cc:.lV07 
;. .' , . -' 

in a na1~1 Orr\1.Zf;ed pa.$-~:t "~'a:rter 4n ~w ,and ~~': 

tire~ to ~'aqUt.;._lIat~.Thebc8t parry Obv:J.~:cQli1!!l! 
. '.' ;.. ".'" ,\" "., 'c' 

~ls·hed~o.t tm,lart~ tbi.s aubUsh, lJb1ch. 't18# di:f.f1cul-t to sl!cceedT..·tth 

such a llIWtGl' in concea~ta~~thiseneJI\Y. Ever.r leado ... 'oi a' sttrrJnflf.'(}. 

unit also bad Ol"del"S tor !ceepUxj 'his, mob1l1ty, at &t\V price.. An. at'liJ)red 



,. '. "'" " , ,', ,,' . 

vehicle stO:pz.lCdand 1aoJ.&ted:tnan ambuah1.a a blind£mdilarmJ.e~s "prey 
'. ' ., -:.", ' 

ea~ to destroy foZ" a dald.n2!enc:;V. . l.1ntOrtunately the indisrensable 

and re~ missions imposedonAl.~1.1l'l1ts d1~ ncrb:alWq:saJ.low'thcl'll 

to counteraot' tbe V1etlli.n1l assaults nor' to avoid bloody mist()rtunos 

{con)'01of DAIAT lill'Ch 1, 19li6}. 
. ' , ,. 

'MISSICBJ 

"t\fterthe mpi4 (l"()ocou,~ion of Indochina byIOObilecolUltlrlS explo:!:ting 

alQ'DC roQUs, it ~,necos$U7 to understand that the stl'UJ~le extended', 

till over thecount17 .. orten tur ,f'.r(ml the roads; hotrever, those c~caticm 
, " .' .. 

. lino~ rel::la.1.nod \'ita.1 £01' liaisons and,Buppl1~sjn1th the lacko£ ail"tield 

£acil..i.ties ' and'Q. sttf'tic1ent nlU1Jber of aircI'afts. , 

Tbe.,~o...'J }~x'01lCh ~~~ ~'to assume the protection or roadS, l"'iVEll'S 

4nd.tew~~·rauroadS. ' .C4l, '~~. tbeiJltwgr:tt7:ot,~route had to be checked 

bei'ore .~ daily O:t' Perl.Qd1c.:l. tratt.1cof vehicl.esorcCnV01$jthen 1twa$ 
. " " ' , ~,' 0' - • ' , 

; 

,!he l1IiS~ionli8.a sim:ilar on r-lvers, eapetlt.al.l7 on the ~COU J.U. ~r. i.-+ ... dDWn~1(h" ~:.,~ ~ jJllPOl-t.antri""'" ~·_"'d. '., . 
. .tlPtQrboats nereeQploycd, e:t~l"'1n$~pa~tep1atoon.s (6 boG.ts) or iJl . 

~J.X1l'$tetl'OOPS (3 r-latoons).and they ~1(EiIi'$;,tt1l1oklYdJllvm. up to the 
, -, , ' , 

, , 

Cn~ilroads, t.he '~O. ridgos of ~ch W"G:z."e under the ~e¢tiOll 
, ", 

OfSl~ pc)&te ,liTcnch Al~m-.'had to pro'l1deCl:"e\-1S /01> a.rnr;,redtrains 

," .' 

, csCOi't~' the nfia£ales1t '('itlnd blast)' comPosed ·(),f2 or3t.~ir,t$_ follO\:rin(~ , 



,/"I" , 

each othe.1:', once a ueelc, an tho different sections trom Sai,~on to Nba 

'l'rang, from. TOUl~ to Hue ana Dong lJa, eJ:l<l£rom uai ... ~ to HAnoi. 

,: Desid.es that-essential missionl armoI"Cdunits11erecalleu for 
.' :. ,', 

, , 

nllG by ni~rht.t 'to" help at"!'..a.cked posts or unita lnmed clown wan ambush, 

the Ji.l'lllOrcd Platoons started to rescue the~ baluscd tz-lendS,. Such 

interventions became ll)Qre,and.,~bazardoua beeausa of the, Viet M1nll' 
, , 

,,,no lvas aware o£tbesereact1Qns~and p.rovc:aked them attack.1I3gf'~," 

posts in order to &"'l1busll 1uteirV~ platoons .. 

lntantry battalionS 8180, e~darnm~S11pport a.:;aillStan ~ 

,'wb,o'l-;aS becam.in:; better trained" and a vex:,vc1ose coopemtian betliootl 

lnf~r.ra;nd l\zmr bec~ the rule,; but .. , diape~ion ol~tIi .,along l"OaCls" 

, lack ot.,$~~ '.u" poor CnlS8-COunt17 .. w.t7i·O~;~d vehicles 
, .', 'c ''i: . ,. , . . , - . ., . " '. ~ 

" . " 

speed 4Sf'oOt:tneant~,or asSWlUug ~us t'bouela~e$" (lll.ockiJlg 
., , 

llnes), armored units consumed their ~ w.L tbout arv ~, benefit. 

EVOWl'ION CF CRaANIZATlat ' 

The 2 first flAnoored g~l' (soua' groupements bl1ndes Or' oal • ., 

ori1U1ized orJ.y in 19511 "lith '~'~'own attached icl-ant17. Uilder t.l'IM 
, , , 

conmand ~ a ,atDBJ.l ~,red KQ~ "."tbe~'~"l1I)red ~'OUPI inCluded ~ 
company of nus tankS (4 secticms, 'Wi til j tanks $ld 2 ba.lf tracks) and· 

~ mec~ed:UJ:Cant1? co..~es on halt track,.. The effect! veness of' 

tbattoU7ll1la. ·ws l,pi~ conf.'irnI:ld du~ t;be~~. or Boa B1nh 

(NovJ.?5l,. i"ebl9$2) and Hlu-To (Oct - Nov 19$2)~' 
", ' • "c • '. • , 

S±rImltGneQusl¥ lfEl1"eCl"EIQ.ted Iffi.econna1sSlmCeGroupst,.· ({il."'QUPeB d' 

'1 



. t' 

1.:;':, 
, ' ,'~ - , ~. ' 

, -'II" 

<III', ' 

Escac1rons de ~:ecctmaissanee 01' G. E. 1t.) composed o£ one' :'~4tankc~~ 

one 8I'111lred car troop (.3piatoonsJ 'With S :,6 arI:J)red cars and one" 
platoO.n.w1thtl~ r.~ hotdt3er) and one ortwoc:olilPfUlics Oi'. Itsuppletifstt 

(indigenoua !ol.~es):{:;: 
, ",:': 

It. is essential' to aVoid 'an::{' confusion between these uUi:t.s pe~'; , 
, . 

, , to :Arr.Or anti tb£J l/JQbile e!'~ps (i1-l~pm.nt,,!l)bi].e s or 'a. ~r.) ~lhich Wl.'e 

created'atthe ~. period and were c~d of J 1ntantQbilttallons 

(mounted an t~ h WpflOrW.'bJ QIlC. towed artille17 grOuP (l.OS.Qli) 
• • :, ~> .- , '. ,. • 

, t _ " 

,;Cd .b7 Qne :platoon of three ~z. t.a.pJta'(eeldOlll bY' one tankcornpalV"su.ch 
,,",:" 

as the mtlCX),,:rQr e;,:ample.) 

At the '~oo t~W~10U8 tttlit.s "iere lllOreandi.>l'O e~d~. l~o 
,', . . 

';roups, each comrosed or ,tTilOC~eJ; C)l' nc>:abs lJ werecreatcd, 'Qoon . 

re~~~b3 trIO 'J~tora"pla~'c,c~~~'~oDlPU\Y of 
" .' '., . - -. • " ";"1 i";.'.d' . 

'," ", 

IIsupplet1tS1i aUdable tA:t: operatell11ere 1:.he IfCl''S.blitt "\'reN s:t,opped))1' .' 
, ' '': ',' . ""1" -

'", 1 ; ',,' ' 

the 1mpenetrablc te~ or the euGJt\Y fire.· ''rhey 'vicre intenG1vel¥artd 

. s~~Qe~fu1l3 cmplQl,.ed in the 'Plain ~ ":~ ... ~'in the area around l~, . 

The or~;an:1.~tion' ot't1;weC arnorcd aJld amrltibious ~ 'allawed .... 
, • ,I ' 

,:l) ~nm Arnor to l"C':a:tn ita ~ ~nmlt~~,Bowever, very often it lr.iS' 

stlll necessa17 to attach. an int'antry bcttauon to tllDJe' units, because 
c'" '~'r.;.,;.: " 

, .. . 

i."'acre '. olt~ers and enl1Bted. men trc:im _. l3¥.t.h1s . tim ~ under the 
!. ' , , . 

" .. " 

apulae'Of' IBrec~d* I.4ttre" tbe 70UDC V1ct~$Iaot1aJ.t.·" 
'"<:' , 

,1,·,1,,' 

':~' , 

:' '. ' 

,., 



.11' ,. 

.. : " 

.". ~: .. 

. " 

Cal.i>odian armes hadbei;un~r bu:Ud up. French JU"'tl)Z' whiCh used 

l1»ll'W·'locally'enu.sted c~n fiince 19L8 (often., more than 50;J:) had· "ot 

onJl:' totra1n tlte i'1t'St live Anoored Viet.naIiJlstl troops. (and the Laotian 

. 4llCl O~troop6) but to a".teone Wa.nt.q battalion tor the, 

zationalamie.Ql'rozrt eaCh ofiw Ee~ntah ·At .the end of 1948" . 

aft.er ti$t cr1ais at persomel and the firftt leasotlB.' of. tlwIe 

" . . ~"tper,1mOnts J the follo-~ strUctUres were .adop~e(b 

,,' 

.. ,1. ~q arop.E I!I Lkinlqc~ed of one mh tank'cOmpanf 

. (1. pJJi~mwith4 tanka) .ancl J cQJlpn1esof truck .,unted1nt~ 

(4. pla~ons plua one support platcxm).rbe,..Al.aQ .bI¢ one tIIIcbaatzed . 

,illf~rycom~~(~ piati>ons Withh~ t~) ~. one 81-_~ 
.. 

a~tached un1ts. 

2,,~~. GN'.:ll! .. ~atban upbi:btOus mOb11'EJ It:.l,,1t:~lwl~d 
'.2l1Q fQrSUb Gl<tOups-perm1ttmgtbe It~dng" Q&'.the,toll.owj,ng l.U)1t~: . -" 

-2 flC~" colll{lfU4es(MCb nth 33 Ifcn6bstt aud l pla.toons) •. 
. '. . ... 

,.3 ttaUir~atont" t~ps (each with lJ. LWe, .3 «til_nth., 
, '.- "~'. 

, TS-. bold .. t_r, aJld·ca.r;y.tng .) il'ltaDUy }lxatoo1jj). 

'Ie. 

-1 rer~ir.e~ support pla~. wltb6 1;"mhOwitur'. LWa. 
" " .. 
At. the end' of that>evolut1on, French.Armor recoveredat"lllOre4' unit. . 

'abl$to, ensage l>l th~elves tbe eneJqy w1tb'ettoet~:vcneso • . ~Qo ViEJt 
, . ~. ' 

", .ope~tioJlB), ~ on July 20.~. at the cease tire t~ ·thdre,,·~re 
• . ' 0, 

h anlarodgroUPS·au1: 2 ampb1biQUa groupe (p1us 3Q~· E«R.;.aM 6 ot.b~ 

.,' 

'"., ',::,: 

;", , 

'! ! 

:: . ", . 



.. 

", . 

. , ' ".... ". . " . -,:" '. 

~'plit bctTtroen the necessity of supporting ,i1¥'antry ,Md ,the desire 

01: its otm,DUleuver lnth all :i..ts r:teana, concent.Nted in'a strike' force. 
'" . ~., 

l"rench Armor dur.tne 9 ,years', on the battlefields bas bad ~, Ol)portunit.ies 
) . . . 

, . . ' '.' 

or reacll..ill& sane partie~ tactical conc~usions. 

Utbc tank platoon could, be, ,temporarily attached to scwle" tfli'ant17, 

units"thc troop ,vIaS only able to have 'the neceoaaryfirepaJtu· and, 

liX>bUity to lead the :r5.G~ht at its ow:n~~tum 1'acin:;a battalion 
. '". ," " ~ , ; 

st~;tb etle~. Tbe indispensable £leJd.bility £0:(' mneawr was ea&i1er. 
, ' ". ...., 

The best. Ini'ant17 Jb:"mor proport.iOllbas been rewaJ,ed to be,' in 

"that ,particular operation theateJ.'", (JIlC 1nf'autry battalion',!,O!' one tank 

'cOJrJpQIJ3' •. By. ·tbela.c~ 9f" a~ble~.P.c. eXcept baU' tl"acks, tl)emob1lit)r 

for uu:antz-y \va.sob-tainc;rd 1nthe field b1 the tl"aDSpOrt 01' !nt~tr,yme~ 

on the rear deck of' tames.· .. " ~ . <:ohcsion ,obtained within at'llI)red or 
.' . : - . 

, , 8JI1I.i1ibioUGgroups was· exeelleat~be~ ~ ·tbeor1~ at ,thepe~l', ' 
aU ,t'rQU '~' t.lithout '8l\Y pro'bleJIJ ~ ~t1 C)f COl'IllVU'ld, thC:re l-rere no , 

nore prOblems for c~ation, em. lor ooordinated and (It.ti.ck ne.neuvers.' , 
. , 

The- varj,gllS taot:I.oa used in different l'Q~~ba~ b$ent1tted to 
" , ' 

the 4:i.tteretlt materleleend. to thf;t eeaaonal. clJlnges otl-reather. , The, 
, ,ba~ varlett also ~ccording to tbeemmv and the perSODalitieD of leaOOr$) so' 

'.10 



tbat tbe obstaclee at terra:1D _1"8 :recbled ADd it was nen trequeut 

to .. aft.rect UDita :tn ·D1ght .f1ghtiDg •. Opp:I_d to Ul .... actmg 

by'.l)igbt (which 11 a perII8J3Imt cbil.acter1at1c .t ~ warf&l'e) 

1I'reDCb .,....-ed uzd.ta *- well tNtD8Cl t. qld.cka.D1. T.I.oleabm.ght 

1DtervIartA .. -.t -teal. tima. UDder ta~ occUlamr ~ Viet 

}1m .... aeve~q dateated·(tor .... e ~ .TGDId.I:l Juq-18, US,,). 

"gSlIthIC tbI .Ind8chta ca.' gil with ArlIOred'tRa~" _ill1 Jar 

to tboae wtd.ehbU.,tought 18 Etarope. ~ ww n, htmch.&r.r reached 

l.9SJ., With UD1ta orgau1zed • .e17d1tttmlll:lt coacepta, but suitable tor 

tbose particular c_:lS:t.i... lIIba tbe oeue t:lre ba.ppaDe4. tbat 

. e"VOlut4.Oll .. st4.ll ~ .. 1D8utt1cieUt.Deep1tetermin, 

w.r1ous tb.Nata, aal·.·.·~ aeC4taal7 eupport fer ~, the 

.• 8d tor unita fitted tor the ~ .. at c&'V8lr7 was generaJ.:Qrfelt. 



,J. ,. 

_'lkISYhl. 
~. III Indachi ~ .1Ibere one ±'inda -.mps aIld jUngles# cu11d:vated 

plei,iUJ and toreat-covered platoana .. open bfl.l., androcq i'!lOU1ltaitlS, 

a l.a1!Ie part of the cOloWt.I"¥ could· .aot be croaaed by anyVltbicle. 

aOa.Q8 1iIld. tra1.la, poarlJ ~ ciUring tIw ..... ~bad bMA 

eabotepd 'b7 ··tAe Viet-M1nh, ra1Ds ma.de. t..b.Ea slill*7 .·end otten \In-

..... ~ .•. " tratt1cable dtu1.na the 6-mQllth lnOUOOA eeason. !!be br1dges stan 

intact W1.'e not aui ta.'bbt ~ .id.... heaily al'2ilored wbtclea. (ior . 

. ~ "Gbe·ltec1 Rtvor:1n 1fsno1~ tanka aad ball' t.r«Cka ba4to be 

J.oads4on .f'la~·cars rollJ.ll& <R1 the l"~ o.t the·~ 1lridge.) 

.,: ,1 

'.;,\.:~;>./:" 

. .tmd' beat ~zooada .aQ4 croea-coantr;y poea1bil1t1e1Jf.:ltOIltea. 

Cl'08.,., paint. .. 'and. . tratficallle UIMG were ptl'- . .tJ1to . t1laa 10 eV0Z7 
. . .~, .':'- ' 

,ector acCOrding to·aaasonal ~.;. 'At t.ba prJ.ce ot JIlICh 

wea.rJ.Jwaa and .,tton.. tbe c1it£er.t aftlOl"ed unite were able to I1Jd 

again .... -.8al7 .... tor maDelmrl'.t fffen b~ tile 1'J.abt acJIOlUt 
, . -, - ,-'" 

. ' 
l-~ __ bed· ~i;n ~9hS1d.* US Yeb1~UOK_ 

Vo:r14- .. ri(A=ored Car Ha, Scout CarlO, .llalt· ~1O.t Ltgbt 
r ,~, - '. '-, -

' ... ,~ '.!SDk )15, Howiter M8); scae O"""'~.II1te')wre ~ppeclll1tA 

Br:Lt4.ah veb1clee. (~·ea?Ccmm-. andScoQ:t Car l'*t) :.011 ".. 

1d.tb. OlIt-ot-date hch am.orett·ea;n (P~ 19J9l~ ~qual1U_ 
and Mteots arfl. veUlcalown# but J'reacb indltStrJ.. destroYed dIrlngthe 

War .,... at.Ul lal4b1e toP1"'f1_ ~_~ 'lbeaa'febicl.ea 1fIN.I' ...,. 

use£ul.~. aU them1~"deaJinc td.th l'OadaGC\a.yJ.1ir .and·.' 1ntarwnU<lU • 
. ' " 

2 



<f_ 

. ~. 

.. / . ,,,.~, 

. aob11i'tl', oream. .. t.tsi';i.rst ~btO\lS \JIti.t$ and teste4 u.a 1P the 

Plain o.r Meda (Mekong Delta). !he new material.,Cazogo Cm'ier 14.99C 

(nicknamed IICnW.tf) '4nd' LV'lh ot" 4A (GO called "Alligator'l writ not 

_signed. tor such ~ intena1_ Use 1a~ ~J the first QDe ~ 

• :tfS ,cargo yeb1cle, Wi tbout al"JIQ1"J to be emplo7e<l in 1qy ii!a.w.j the 
, , 

eecond was .n armonQpe~ carrier U$ed tor ehi,p-to-ahOt"e 
,.,. ",' - . 

l.end;i.ngs in the Pa.c.i.fte dIu.'ing Wor14l(arn. 1'he.t'i.rst results .. re .. 

',' ··'d1e~tJ;ngJ but qUickll' the ~ .. tOundtN1tabla tactics ,aDd the ' 

crews"~ aki1l.fUl teQbnician8~ 1d1ile the wldclee 'ftce.iftd aore 

sui table weapons atd'"amQl'!edveb1cles tor gunnen (on the' LIT',,; .were· 
,,:ntOWlted.two caJ.:i.bGr .50eeJ. two" ca1iber.,lQ ~ aI1d, even 
I ,..... "" .' '. 

'8_~ ,an au~ ooFCBs 1&0.-' pIl)~: '~ 
- ",: 

• 1" 

u'n~_~lT 1n 1945 11'.8 ntilNASSAUl'j".~ 14th.tcI, Wi, _ n 
,.. 2' ',:. . ." n • ,:"" • , 

, LCVT,Fre.rlcb' ,~Eftbal'laJd on lisbter boats able to-go UPStNsrl'Ul 

_,narrow en4,Bhall" n~if·~t ~~t o£ sl$Y *-pans. 1he.,' 

'bOat. I"anq, to 8 ll1ew. or 10 me~'lql proce.ctCtLng at 10 knota, 
. ',,,"" 

.,1 

~DlHASSAUT .. D.i.T.LB1on NaValAta' .. a4'....... .' 
J,Ol" tel·I. LOll"· us Uavy dlatlgnatd. .. "" . ...au ,~ "feasels., 

,,; ,", . , .' ", 

'. '.,' 



,'I<" 

.the DlOtl"t. ~eciated cbal'acteriat.1:c. Light.i.at, reliabl_, well 
. . 

•• ~Q, tb1a tank could be driven $~ duri.ng tbe d17' 

..... find used even. acl'OllS flooded l"lcef1ttW..' It ... also iUr 

'~e in aeparate cQDpOnent 10flda.'£or laokot,alrf'iold and 

a.1.a-cratto!autt1c1eutaiS8 (i •••• 82 loads a1rl1tted bJ" two 

Br1atol and thl-ee 0 ... 1.7 airplMe.) eo tJult. & C~4lV' lIithten M24 

tanka was a1r ~W .ndrebQilt in Dian.en Phu,aud .,tao. 
"-. 

'. :; , ~ . ' 

A.t last, it xnust betiOUcea the cr'oation of one "~t; ,"; 

e.quipped w:tthhea;wyK)6 taDlcdoatroJON able to cOUIltenictrientUlq 

the tbreat OECfdnea" Coiaaun1st amor' btlSS2., . .Also to preTen' tDa1; 

.~at," 1n19Sl .. Harshal de Lattre bad ~ •. tl1e; ~C)tion ot a 
'. ~', ~'.: ,~.;. .. ~~: " 

.··:'~~ft,Une arourui the 'l'onkin. Delta~{.~~~~;,~ •. ~ 
: .. ~~ equippe4 1I1th a io-. pm. and ~.t~ka .... used for 

aipporting infantry un1~. 

~. tbe VE47'·~i"lnQhlg,.tbeViet lttnh· adjusted ~ &ntLtank_ ... 
. '. '.. . - - -- ----.-.- --- ---- -- '. ,. '.. -':-~-'--.- .. 

. .' . , -.. . ; .' . 

tactdc. to oppoae·F~Sl'morM un11la II NdOng auployecl··4cv:te_. -', 

de8"tr01ed QtI01"etl 'fth1.t4 .. ~ '11le1:r variety was1menae. ~ the . 

unezplO4ed ~-lO¢~-r.c~~ .~t-bCDb to the Cb1ra":buUt 

.. , iilIatankJti.nejgeDerall,y the· e~ •• llual17· c!etoua~:tbal- "'0 
···~OJ'edYeb1cl&. paBlMd. Forturate1¥ t.b.etaPkbJ:&lls otten res18ted 

~ ~~~.~ ':; . 'r'. " . _ •• ~: ,-. _ 

tJ:e;~la8t,andattflr &(tQO timo, the ma1Q.~'~_cbanic •• ere able to 
'.... . '~/.~., '. - '""':"'., 

~-~!" ~ "!:..,' ,. . 

'.'~.'~.' 

, ,.ACt.\nf:1 uperrUlaa, the V1Qt M:i.Ph cOUld not.~· ita unite '. " , , 

.. ,.... . ... 



",~ , --". 

," .... , 
','. 

'., ' 

""wltll a ,too lWav antitank: armament nthout taking' tb& risk of & 
, ' " ,.' 

, '~e~.'~bW.ty tor t,ta battalions. lte PFta'bloantit.o.nk weapona 
(1S .... end $1-mm reco;111esa ri.tle -S.1t.Z. .. Buooka) can be 

", '.'~! 

credited tor a low percentage ot dea~d, armored V()bj.cl.8; lou tact, 

o£ten deStroyed, at .. iaob1l18&tion" b.Y & ~t _ault low 'by' 

Vi.et Hinh aoldiel'8 e~ aplO81vea" ch~ or lfMoltoY Cocktail.,," 
". ',; 

;the Viet M1l1bJ'~t10n1n8 local d.vUian lllIWpoweJ",buU, 

, veb:icle obstacles on' ~:~"-ditches .. walls, ~.';:.to." 
, "' '" ~~~ '. (, r' ,.~ ,.,., 

, , 

- . ,8<Det:i.1ae:J -the access a.croaa' rice :t14da, Wall forblddltzt 'by' actual 

'",:.~tank 'dl;tcheo running on MVeral, ~ l'IUtttra~ n.aptte tJ1e 

,:",~_ and ~taltdna ot the l~i .. tl"i~..-er.r, difficult to, 

_ ,,~'Pa.Rthrough~W,~ a.fter ~eesi.Vtt and, ~iw;l:-__ ~et£~ta. 
, (hench ~' ,bad no tank-dO$eN ~d: nO llobUe bridaing equipMmt, 

such as ,armored v~le launohingbri. •• ) ., .. ,;. ---'of"" 

'~~ " .• ~,. " '~ .~;}" ';~.,~ ~ ,J. •. , 

,laici on ambushes, 81.".* ,aim 1_ planniDg. to atop the*~':' 
r 

in a ~ 01" 'roae4 ,aa.g.".'J;hen.atter an intenBi~ and 1tlolfmt", 

fire suppOrt, tD l.a.UnCb a quick 4$$ault.. The best Parr;r ObviOWlli 

.' -

i 

~ona1't.d otttarart1ng this _bu.~Wh1c:h vas dtf£ieultto euccftd with' , " 

' .•. '~, •• )P8.ter in eoncealIlelt as"'~';,,~leader of • 

;::i~8eduni~ aliO had o.rders£or kEtep1Dgb5..1lJl,lobU1ty, at aDT price .. 
, . • . ' , • ".. • • •• ~ ~ ':'; ,-' " .' • , J ~ • 

3S•K• Z• nS1.Wg Ibong' Gi.a,fI,fie" tUm recoUl$_ l,1Ull)." 
• J. ' 

, ,. 

" , " 

,', 

" , 



. "':",-

" 

. . . 

~le and replar miaaiona imposed Qll'~ Wl1ta did not 
, 

• allraPallOW tbell\ to counten.ct the Viet MiDh· .... ul.ta nor avoid 

·.~:bl.ood;ftdatortune e(conv07 'Of ~T 1~1l1;J 131.8) .. 
. . 

Uter' tberap1d reoceupatioo Ot lndoch1na 'by mobUe cOl.'WiUlS 

exploiting along ~ 1.\ ... ne~ to undenta.nd ~t, tb. 

struggle ex:tended aU.CW~, tbAt count,,-. 'Often far i'J:'CD tlltrOadaJ . 

haIfever, those CO!lllunica~ u... ~d vital for l.1a1.aon1t ~ 

suppUes, Witb. the lack.o£ dr.f1e:t.d !aeiliti~s and a aurfi.c1entm..n~· 

'Of cLireratt. 

·lh~ore:. French amor bad toaasuatbePi'OteCtlDtlO£ roads, 

':~v_;~G.04f1VQt1, ra1lroada. On~, ~:~sr1t1 ot. the route 
,"" ~" ",' ~'~'~~';;~::'~~~/(-I ,:::_~;,':i.>:.~~,.::;,:: .' .. ' . ,:" ",' '!~:"J'., ~~~~t~:.~··~>:_:~,~, :~.,-.. " -' . 
.... . ,WtQ;bechec~be£ore tbe da1l.7 or~.~cof "lel4cles 

, .' - , ~. ;._/ '"0; '. ~:' •• ~.~'.,; •• 

~~'~l then it vas responsible t~ .~ ~() aecuritq while 
.,;, 

pa~ll1Dg ",08QorttDg coutois ~Yeai: 
. '.~ .' 

'lbe m18sion .... 81.1' ..... ~uri.....,..,upeC1.all7 on theSa1&O:Q lt1;yer~c:.·~ 
, : ,:'. • ,<; -., , • 

from the port dOWDtotbG .... On all 1laportant rivenJ"~4':(" 
.:;,; 

. " 

motor boats were emplo1ed$l.ther in :lepal"n:tc platoons {6 bOa.)or1ri:' 
.,: '. . . 

separate troopaJ '(3pl.a~).~~d.~ wre qU1ckly dr.i.'f'e)l up to th.;", . 
..; _ -.i~'; . -. ~ ~ " 

, ''; 

. On r~, the main bridpsv.e under t!le p~t1on of aaall 

·:,.poatll, ~ vmorhad to provid9 ~ '£01:" ~. vainaeec.ortin& 
c '.':'~~.~\'~':~<: .c. ":'~'f' <... ',: ... _ - '\~ c' ~~< 
"'tbe""~ .. fale."(w.i.nd blaat) oQDpOaect of two. 0.,: flaW. tra:I.n8, following 

~.~ -< ; ~ , 

. .t.ch·otber. oo.ee a 1feek, Oft the d1£f.-ent .. t4o.ae l$I Stdson to l-iha 

.an&. £ml1fourane to Ilue and l.img Ba, "'&nd, .i\'CIIt. Uai"rbong to Bano1. 

6 

' .. , . ~." 



1ea1de8 tMt, fIIIIt8I1't.i.a ad.., ~ .,..1I.tJd un1te ...... caUec1 ror 

1nteft'8ft\:1ou ... thte br1pdiM NbJdIl& ~. blasjDC tift, ." 

"".·br m,pt.,. to Jaalp a.~ ,..... •• _ .p1DDed .. 111 all 

.... , .. t..be UlIOl'84 platoaoa ataned to 1'_ tbe1r ~ M ..... 

Stach in .... aUou 1:Iecatt .... .nd .... ~ __ • fd tbe bet K1Dh 

tIbo ....... o£ tbaae ~t.1 .. ad. p:i'O'I'Oke4 u.. a.ttacrk'DI tar pane 

in orcw to .... ~ pla. .... 

Wan.,. ... ttal1 .. ···~.,...W ...". ..... ' apJan. ·aIt.· ... 

.., _becOid. bet._ t.ra.1Ded, UlCla ... .,. cloee coapeat.1ca. be __ 

lAtarlt.t7 _d .&aor bee •• tbI 1'UleJ IaIt d.i.apeN1oD or WI1t. al.cDc 

J'Oada, laclc· of ~ imd pow Cft.aCfQQtirJ •• W,j~· Gt .... led 

··ytb.io&a "~dtbl beDatlt of ncaoaaM_ OJ*"&t.1a8. Hov1Iaa at; 
-, 

...... ., •• 4 .. toot 1ntanV)l.u~ OJ-~~ "baac1 ..... 

(b1ocld.:ng linea) .. AIIlCIiN4l11d.t.a ~:ne-! tbe1rpotetlt1al1l1tbout aIV" 

n.l beDet1tt. 

nou:rrmaOF 
lJIWIIU1'lCIIt b fiat "a&mOI.'e4 ~ .. c( ... ~ __ te ~;lDdM orGJ) .... 

Ql'audMd an:q ill Usa.. W1t.b t.bt1r 0Im .t ___ 1Dl'at.l7 • ...., ... 
. .'-.- ,. . . 

OC J ... at • ..u. ~ .. " ·tbeM &DIload ~ i.DobldIMODe . , 

~ot" . tara· (1& aact.:i.oa1a, wi • .3 ___ I belt .... >-.t. 
two ...... Md ~ OCIIIpaId .. -balt ·tracka. .."- ..ueo~ 

of that ~ .. l'IIP1dl.7 ~ dIIri.DC .. operat4.CIM of .. IS.DIl 

'( .. 1951- :reb 19$1) aDd Rm-Dt (Oct - -1$_) . 
. 8JIaal~'1Ml'8 CNatecl "lac .... ....,. ..... " (1fO'IIM d t 

....... de .~ CII' G. I •. Itt, ) "" D •• 4ot ...... .. 

7 



'. 

, 
OOJIIpaJV',one ....... oar .... (3 platoal.W.. w1t1l 5 118 ....... care 

1 at 1 platocll a* .) 118 bGld.taer) aDIl .. or ., c ...... ~ 

• ........ tu.n(1ad1~ toroea). 

It u .... tl.tl t.o cwald ." COIlf'UlOll be ... tIaoee \1111. 

~·to ....... U. M¥u pt,. (~aoIdlQ.'or 
0 ... ) 1IIa1ob ........... , .. u. _ per.l.G4 IIDCl .... MIt-eel of ,', 

... lDha.,. _ttaUODa (1lOt8ltH GIl .... ), ...... tecl " .... ~, ' 

&I"Wl.erT poup (lDs--)' aDd,.one platoon or three .. taD1ca .(Mleta. 

lIT one -- CGIIJIIIV'~ .... 1iIIa GIllOO, t~ .... 18.) 
b A' the ... t.t.. ..,tdld ... aa1t.,W1'9 ~ ., .. .,... utat.., 

.. NIr1tQl'Ce41q'tao ,*..,up:bann p1ataoM ~ .. Ofl"" or 
o..,let.Ua" _d aJlle to aperat...... tile ftcn.1al- ... atoppe4 lV 

tbe .... trable terra1.D or tbe ..... .a.re. 1he7'" 1rlteld.wq aQd 

aoe~ aaplOled in tbe Pl.a1a ~ .... ad 1D the uea'.u'OIJDd. 

.. D1ah (1'aat1Ja). 

1IIa CJI'8&!¥' .au. ~ t.be-. 8l'II&OftU Gel .apldblala poqpa .13"._ 
he/1ch ..... ftI&1D 1 .. 0., .... .,.. lots .... , -.,. on. t, .. 

ItUl a.o'_WI to attMil aD WIID\Y7 'batW.1- '- thoae __ • 

becauI Of the prGpOI'U,.oa of ....... 1 tbat cl1d D01;,..s.t ... 

, .. ...,-mwd MldI .. to •• iII"Gb yt11.... In facto. it _ :s.,.tdble 

\0 ~ ... ot.ficeraaDd uUate4 .. ,t'IQI.... .,. tb1a t.i.M 

1IDdIti~4ta. 'i1IIJN1M of ~ de t.tke,tM ~. 11etnaI ••• Laot.1an 

aDd C~ UII1u lad. ... tha1r IN114 ••. ~, ... 1Ib1ch ... 

a 
..,. .rel""' .. aw ...... , 1 ... le&fwat ItnDaw' die ~ 



.. 

.., looa117 ..u..w arc)) CD ... UIaI· (~ ... tMIa SO .... t.) 

W ... ~ to tadD t;be un,. Ind .......... Woa,. (84 ta. 

~ .. C . ,odS.- .... > \In to ___ .. Sat.-..,. MtWlca 

tw .. 1laU.0M1 ..... tJICa ... ., 1.".11_': A'" ead ot 

uY, .n. .. , .... fit ,.....t ...... 1bft lIiIRIa of .... 

.......... .. taU ....... ____ tdDpW. 

1 ..... "."..1IId.oIl1a 01111, •• 11 .. ...,. of ..... tat 

. CMMpWlf 0, pl .... _. II __ > ....... G U __ of ... -

_ut •• Sat._ (Il pl ...... pla ... ,....., plat.oGD). .... poap ... 

a1AID MIl .. _cts._ t.at-t.17 .... " (II plato_ ..... halt 

.... n) ..... 81 _ ...... plaweo. _ .. ··cllalt·VIIOtII. Dd.a 

....... ___ .... 01' .4 of & 1Q.u,. .......... 0] .. _~ 

.. _.' .. 81e to 0CDtI0l. ...-.1 ., ........ ... 

I. trb'ld.W .... 1DtIl .. .....,Id __ IIU. 81. 1IId.aIa 

t_llldld. __ ., • .... ~ ,....Wirs* .~ of tile 

tou.IltC _.-

......... ...,.Jd .. ( ....... 3) ... aDd 3 ......... > • 
. ~ " 

.) "4]11 .... , ... ( .... 111..11 LftIa, lot til. 
.tIl 7S-- ............. ..., ... 1 ~ pla __ ). 

-1"". ,tal .... 'pla ...... • 1S-- ........ ""a. .' 
.' ......... of *' nQ'l.--, ........ NIIS_. _SI.M 

.', ••. aI:4tI to ....... tIP ........ l f .tIlet.t4lOt4UUI" •• a. 

...... laid __ b1\W MI ....... tOOl' ... ---

"'-.'''1. __ >' .. _ ItJl¥ -.U,.. at. tbI_ tift \1M 

...... to...." ........ ad_ ..... M_ ...... (plu ....... 

...... ... ..... _ .... " ..... I .t;a!'; , 
. ""'. 



a.l1' IIWtt s_ 1M ... n •• Of .... tIDtI .atw ..... .. 
. dMlJIelll1te __ ........ 1d.th all U. _ • __ ..... ill • 

atr1IIa tan .... b-*~. atW , ,. ....... ~.w.. _ 
...... to ..... _ ~ tM14oa1. ....t, ... .J. 

U.t.lkp1Moala00llW1Ie' a~.t. ........ -~ 
......... - aalI' IIalIt to .......... IJ' ar..-- .. 
"'11 tr .. 1Ml ..... ttpt. _1_ Ga ... ,_ t ...... a.'taU_ 
....... ". ilia ,_ •• 1m" GedMUtr ftIt •• R."" If" .. 
1I1t1l tM""'-" ~.tId.a .. "'SJ .. ·tIIe ....... 

of ... t 1'ta'M ...... on..~ ill dInn ~ 1d.t.beft ., 

proata ••. ~ 0 nt.tII. __ 'Il ..... ..u.-..... .... 
. ., ...... "ate.,-.... Ml_ ........ NI elM.,..., sa 

*'~ ...... of· ........... j.,."" lIUt.aU_ t • .. 
, ,-. 

.. ........ .,. ... lMt of .... 11 .......... ,... ... 1 GaI'JI1era 

.MP' Wt .......... anldli" tor iat...,. _ ..... Sa .ta.. 
. . 

. . 

Aeld b7 tile ...... ' at iat_., ... 1M I'Mr ... flit .... .. 
- - - - - .-~ 

.-..- cMafw lIltlda ee-r ....... .....,111 ........ __ U ... · 

~ of .... w.IP cat .. ,-6 •• II1II. aU ,.. _........ ... 

DO J*GIdo 1 ~.. ,d",_ ,.. OOCWdlaatld till ... '. 

a. ...s.o. Uct.1. ...... ia· &ft_ ............... f1ttec1. / 

.... .ur .... ~ ad to _ ........... of .... tIIer • 

. tbIIrllDa .... al.-o ..,..... .. tM ......... ,. .. Utl.ea of; 

... la ........ tIM obItIcl_ of tIInda ..... ~ .. 1" .. 

10 

s,... .. latpt'-'1D..ao 0-', 

/ 
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. ~ ~ '.' 
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''r'-, 

•.•• '<j' ¥ 

~ .. ' . 

_Nell A;~tOR 1N nHX)l,~ 

(l:;J.c; .. l!ISU) 

In Ocl,obel' 1)45" the unit.s at the Fre~b w-:.pcUi Uonal'7 Force 

la.nded. &t.~l in Indoab:!.Qa, with the objt)ctive of rapic1l3 NOCC~ 

. tile CCAmt17_ Ue\ltlmant aon .. .:L Lil:CLmI', 1bo'lfaB in co.and.. 'b84 

been tbe conund'rc geneJ"al of the Id Frencb .&\l'I!101"Qd ~Y1ai_ ill c,' . 
' .. , 

194h-4S.Be empl.QI'IJd tbI.· 1ft ~ ~ol. be 4ad'j,n __ ~/-:: 
• • ". ",' ":-.: ':.' • • - • ., h {':-;":'" ",;j' ;. 

. ;~, ',.., 

teb1"l1al7 ~. U1.6, all. Qf.~ Indocb;l.na. WaG .reoocup1«L .:then... 

-.fter the st'1'6fD8nt.e 1I1th the, &1t-Hinb (iiarch 6) 19le6). tbI l"'~Ch 
'. . 

\mi t.a landed in· the nOrth and. raptc:lq _1sod control of tba 1'GaJd.n: 
Dtllta. 

lboae t1rat NfT·~'" in a C()Qntr1' 1Il1ere no azt:lOl'8d.~cltt .. 
c . ' 1 ..' '. 

ha4 ever ~ before, badCl'eate4 .. &d.~ng n.~spbere of Bat.V. 

?'hat. 1m8 quicl-..q' COIlt~ vber1 1M hoat:W.tJ.efJ .,. resune4 b7 tbe . 

n..t 1iUlh fDIrcea-.rteDac4lrllw ·19. 19!t6. lload-OotII4, alJIottt 
":', 

8'NI'Idq 111 ~ --O¥.~.~I" un1ta.u~ .....tal .. ; .... · 
~ .. c~~.· a_~·.:·~ iD~SOcd "~~ •. ' 

. >-.:~.":>": .,.~~-.:, :(" " .. , 

. ~; : 

;.;. 

~ a Mlit,a1)l.a··JIOle. 

It oeGU 1xlte~ to ·cav. tb1a evollltJ.on~ £Z'Qi1 tboClae:edo' 

factors of the probl.ent. ~, BleIJl8. el'1OJ.V, lniaa'1ons to tbe 

organization aad tactics kt'lGIMa.t the end at' thnt i-year ~e.n. 

~oa- to.the Japaneae·~tuG. hotIievw, & pla~ ot.Qld~_ c' 

8enault.-ft t.antc.,preVi~ -...u ~~'l, .. Btat.i.Gbed 1a~. 



. :'. 

"'In Ind~ .... one .~. ~ and junglea, cultiYat.ecl 

~".and 'corest-eO¥el'ed platootle ... opeIl bU1Alj and raclq Ul>\mta.i.ns, 

al4rge part.o£ tlWt country .could ~t be c:rooaed lq a.rv Wld.d.fJ • 

. lload,a ·and t.rail&J. poorlT ~ dUri.4e thu W3r, bad bee . 

: "',. eabotaged. b.Y tile Viot-iiinb,raS.:u JU,de the sl1pperf 81'ld Qften lib-
:\: .:~.- .' .. 

'.' :~C2l.ble·~ thtl 6--month m.~ aeason.. 'the bI'1~ st1ll. 

intact voronotsuiteble for vide, beaf'1l¥ al1IlOt'ed 'VIlil1~(tOl" 

. ' 

, 'Cl"Osa:i.ng tlIIe Rod iU.Ye2t1iz, llaDoi, .~ .. bal.f tracks bad. to 'be 
f',"; 

.find bfatsecO'l.'2dal'J rioacJB anci~OWltr.1 poee1ld.l1tUs. a..tell... 

~ po1nt4, aD4 t1"atfi.cable:~. ~ .prt..,1nto 1.'1].0 111 f1VCr'3' 

•• ace~i •• ~ Yat"1Ii~. 'At···t.heprlQQ dt.~ 
tf8a'1.ne8s a.n4 &.r.tOrt,tbed1tte:.t ~ored UQ.i. ts lIel"Q ~to :n.nd, 

. , 

" ap.tn tbe .... sar;y area.lritll ~ •. ~' ~Dg t..be tigbt aero. 
---'.- <,--- --. ,- ,- - - "I-~-'-.f<· - -- -

. AOOded r1~ .1'J.olds or swa1ptJ., a(:<.:orr:l1!lt: to ~eh1cl.etl ClIItP101ed. 
---- --

.~ -..., 
.:' .,' .;\~ .'. 

~ caoI' bad ldJ:¥IId U.19~ .. in US ~ tleeci ~: .: 
""':':Worldilar II(~ carMa, scoat _!U~ a.J.t' .~. MJ, u.pt 

Tank HS.· .. twl" Ma)l~ other 1tt'IAOt!"~ta;'~ ~.tal 
Bri.t.i4lhveb1~ C~ car,. erWvnt17 1411d Scout Car lhIIber) Qr'ewn ' . 

J 

. and 4tteota "" ~. knOlllll, but Fl'eilCh ~ .. , dest.r0.ve4.~ ta.:,. 

, War.~ st.Ul~. "to ~ betot.. u.s. V8hieletl".we . ....,." ::>: 

;"" 

·~tor all tbe lltissionedl.:Ung 1d.th l'OCfllaecun W an4 evenill~t1on. 

2 

.; ,"i-

,-i' 
.' . 



." '.' 

., 

.. -

~ .. ' . 
. ' =, 

• '1~', 

mObU1 +¥, Ol"C~ its fast a1pb:1b1ous l.Ift1ta. and tested tbcIA in the 

p~ 0.1' nooda (KetoPg Delta).". new· ma~,C .. ~carr1er l:J$}?G 

{J;tLCknamact ,icl-ab-r·aIl4L'r.t1l _ 4A. (eo called tfAUjii1torU) .re not 

dUI&nod- for $I1Oh ~ 1n~~ ue itA ~ ~J t.h4.!int ane vas 
'- -: 

·~'S~,"'cle~ td.thoutat'mor~ to bt~;i.Q 107 Alaska; tbe· 
. . 

eeccad __ ~,"'_.l can:Lw ~forllb.ip-~. 

landings in the Pac1t'lO···~. WatU __ ll. '~he!'1rst retNlttJ. 

;~t1DgJ but qUickl¥ the l~'tO\lld ,S\liWlle tactio_. tbe 

. stti.tahle ~l1G and~or8d'nlb:lQleD for ~ {on the ·LftI ...... , 

lJOl1\t$1' tllO '. c.aUbGr' .50 and ttiOCa!t'beJ: .)0 IIaOld,Dn~ •. even 

... ~-au~.llO.F<li$·~· CUD) •. 
, ~.~:.;.: .. /:~'~" .. , . 

"-.>:.'; .' 

. ;. ae,pouildilue.~t84·iV' h ~ ne~1'k ofd .... anu 

.. ,--.1., po1ntA!ld t.~ ~.,..~ r1~~. 11~ J,o~.tb1V7 

<\'~ oar~ irl19hS i_·.lmtA3S.'WT ... 'ir~_~.LCI, IQo1, .,.' 
. 2 .' .... .... . ' 

. WiT, ~'.~.~ QQ. lilb- boats ahl.e -SO ~ .. ill 

~ GUd,'shall<* u~~ .• \ .~ ~t· Oi' ~tltSlT~. ...' 

. ',-. 

a.mor&f1·aotor·~ts· .... ~tecl br. five Cl'II.wn': 
:~- ~. " ,,-., . \. ~,~ 

,." ,-

' .. . DIe· r1.rst H5 .tanka·· ~ iUp~$,\ j,Jl J..9$O-Sl. by H24 ~. tWa, . ... . ,( .' 
" 

···,:·':':.btdJ~a1SOJ ~ low ~·~·'(i_ .. lO',~~l.) VWJ 

.' . . ' .. :.;;r'~,·: . '.' .' 

. ' .. ~ .. : ~ 
...... : .. , !'. 

,,~t)llf~1 -lli:V:1.:I1on lIaTai.Jt~l.s~t ~ 
, '~<;'i?lCIJ I.Ctf,.\.C1P. U$ ImV ~t:Lana fO.ro...:ul'llttl.Dawe.la. 

) - /,'" • - -. • " > '.' >' 

'. -. < ~ • 

','I... 



• 'I ~ . I,,. 
"." b. 

o. f'.-

'.. '~, 

i..'GJat 

"" 
.' 

;;.¥ --. 
. ~. . /.", 

, .. 

·'the aost appruclaWd ebar'acter1&t.1c •. Ltgbt. .. ~t-, ~ltabl.e. well. 
. .. . 

"~, tbia .. tank cQuld be driveW·e~·~ the dr:f 
'." , ,',' " '" ~ . ' ; . 

~£···iIlJd·USeQ ewn acroate tlooded dee ·a.elda. ; It vas alJIo a1.r 

:~bltr1n Mp3ftte cOtrlpOllCmt l.oada fOr1ack or a:Lr!1eld. tmd 

. a:l.rcNtt ot.urticlent 111M U .• e~.. 82 loadl a1rl.1f'tC ,by twO 

'. Brletol BUd,·~:c-4.7~).o tbat& c~ with·t.n_ 

, I,' 
"':" 

tanka .. a1r ~;'a1J4nbu1lt in DiEm .en Phu,and'~, •.• -' .. . 
.' .. , .. ,',>:,';.:.. " . '·~·:":;·~·<L'},:,· ~;"~::"\ ;,.i .' 

pla,toon lli th lift 1-!24 ..... 1I1 L'uan&-Praba.ng (Laoa).~:·'·· . 

At laat., 1t ~ oe,'1lotioed tbe craat10n 0/ 0(16' ~8nt 
.' .. 

eq,1d.pped w:Lth' heSN¥ lf36 tauk'dOetl'Ol __ abl,e' to cOUllterao_.vetltuallJ' 

the tbJ'e,at .o£-Cb1ile8_ ~·aaor··Sn. 19>2 •. Altto 'to prevent tba\ 

J.,:~;1n 1.9$1, Narsbalde La.tf.rt)b.tul~tAe.e~ction oj,' a· 

',:~~ ~ the bkm ~;;~'~,~. tIl!Ik . 
'~~. ~ 1d.t.b:& ~ ... ·Cld·~··'tracka were used £or 

. ~ "-'" , .,.,' , . -, '. ' '! 

~ j''. 

", ' 

- - -- ,- -~ _.- ---~- --- - ~~, tMV~ QO&iIUlin&. ·~uft..~.Ktnh lAi\ktted. ·their· .. -t.1:~ . 

;.1, 
.", 

. ".: 

!;.'" 

, , ~:" 

tact1ca to oppoae';~ .• ~ un1t.a. Amollg eplo.vao ~' 
, .;:\.,;,:1,'. .... . ' .. " ':' :1': ,";,;'";,,f , 

m.1nea VON largell ~ .... 'ltith 8> ~t of' .~ (Ill,;,;.,,:;, .' ',', 
, . ".~ .<: !~'--. ' .: .... :_:~' "~~.,<.::/t,';;. :.~ .. ;~> _ ':,." . . ,; M;: ~~'" ~",~'~;}.'."< .. \~~~" 

dell~' ~~ ~C'1 •• '1heir VU'1oty was ~DOQ,~,'fhe 

'. \Ulapl.OQe4 $lld.~~d~~bQaO. to tbe·cid.bu1.lt· 
aoutank,.1ne} ~eral.q the ~'~detlJaaW 'J. *«1 

~', "4': 

.. ,,>.~;~cl.e. paa8ed. F~~ ,..··.~.bllfl.,otten ",&i1ated 

.,;~~andattor _ t.1M • .. IM$~'~ ..... tII>lo to 

. :!!,,' I," ~.' 

"·1' .;-



aaatoo _ IQ a1d.t.k ".,~ • __ t taId", .. ft8kot. 

~1IObW. •. ~ t. _,tat, .... I.~ at.1~_ ..... 
(7S4IadS7 __ , .. oS11 • ., nn.. -1.1..1. ...... )........ ., 

. ",.-

_ted _&1.~_."ot .... \14 ..... w1dot.ll,Ul._\. 
. on........, atW j .. 1Ild', ....... __ dlNotr •• -.1, led. lIT .... 
',<tJ.ri~ .. 1 ... 0iftJ_~_ ... _:;·~_1IJI01.'- ~".' .. ~;_"'fI.i .. t.1-na ~ .• ",]1 •• I ...... lMU~ . 

. ftldcle obNclea .a ati::~t •• \.4.*1 •• .:na. ~0IId_,.~, 
...•• ·· __ c-'d.aett.tIl ~1_ ... _W.;.. Inhtdll,' t. ""18, 

- '., ' - . I '.- -

"""- '. ", 

.... ri ... -... ~ 1I1tb a6-loe\ !d4l .... an, an4. " • 

...u... tbt ...... · .... rlo.n.lda .. tGftl'- •.. ..,. •. 

. ""~"~:" .un.,. ..... .-"" Of tIMt-le.nM .... ~ ... ~ .... "",4ltAnl\ to'·· 
~. ~ - -

.... tIa-ota&b, .. ,_~ .......... ..s ~..tf ... 
(".. ..... Jaa4 DO ~"'_"'le WJAtcS. *",~t. .... .. 

-~-~ "--, ------;--- --!lie''''',,, taot.1c., ..... , ... tIl aD1l ..... u ...... !dI'. 
"la1tla _1IIIWe, ..,. __ 4dldl ... _ .. j .. to ..... ~: 

- " .' " - . " , '.' .. : ................. ',... · .. ~at...,.:~_· ... ~t· 
'.: - ;" . ' - : -' : y - ~ ,'~. " ~"" •• 

,a,. ........ ',. 1~ aqG.ak __ '- _.: '-'~·I'ia., .~ 

.. ,.., ... Of .. ~ .•. *-- ........ __ dI.tt1Ga1~ ....... * 
• .". ~- - .. -. '\ .' < 

· ..• ~tmt .. bad ....... ,....., ........... )1., at..- pr.t.oe •. 

·~,_aa4 .... · ....... _1Ma;"'ia~ ~"Ib ... :.l.l~ ...... ' . 
,'i ',_, 

> " .~.,. • , ··~··.;)'S . 

";'.: 

, : ~~ ,"-
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iT; , 

" .. ~PJe7 out to dostrOJ, tor a dari,nl~. Unfortunatel7. t.bfl: 

.. ~ and regQlar miaa10ns ~~d «!','$bIlOr UD1te did not 
~ .. ';~' '. "<"'~~\.' >.,; . -" +,' :/: . '.: 

, 'al.WaP', al1a the to cOQl1terac1i tbe Viet H'1ftl1~t. nor aoid ., " . 

• blood.Y·.satonune o( c~ or DA.LA~ l~hl.,l9ha). ' 
Attar tbe 1'api41"GOCeupa~_ t4 lhdocb.inaby mobile'cOl--

, " , " , 

-.lo.1t.1.Dg a.t0Dtt~ l' was~, toundlt.l-atand tIlat tb. 
~.8lttel'lded au. . ovV tlle count.,,-I otten fa.r .frcu tobe··~J ',,'" 

'. :;' . ,,"'",.: .; c' :,,;~,_,\~:~ .. , 

however, tbQse e_'1ldQ'a •• li:ae.~,nod Vital tor ~"aM.", 
.. !. ::. '.'~ '.~ ~ ~.::"':, ",' ~ , . " :':_" ,::;: ·~~·.l'·: 

suppUea, With', tbe'laCk oi ·,'td;r£i.t1dtac1lit.ie8and a' ~_t ' ___ 
or &il"eratt. 

'.theMtOft" French armor bad'W t\l!IB\hO the pl'OW:tiJm o£ 1"Oada~ 

"'~,,'e.nc.t _en,~. Otrroadll#'~tn~fqO! the l'01ite 

.~lj;:·~>~be£ore tba dailt' ~',~,.,~~~'tftmc of yeb;icl •• 
•. ,' ""." ::;-.',-

......... , 

pa.tcoU~·urG8DoPU.Dg com," ~~. ' 
'. - & ~. 

The m.i~otIv..IJi"l"c-QIl·rJ.. n~ 'em' ,th.SaiCOI1J;L~t~,_·" 

!ran the port d_tc2"~'_;"Oua1l ~t rivar8,.m~·.·",'" 
"':~"'. '.,:~:~.:"" ': .' -. . ,.~'~ :"~) .. ' -, : 

mQtor boatawere ~tl::.ther 1n eeparote, platoc:lll.8 (6 b04_) 'Qt.;'1a, 
, ': "',\i:;';\;{;'., ,," . .. .• 1'.;:;"' 

'separate ~ t)pla~):Cd,~ vere ~~dr.i.~ uptotb.;·I .. ;' 
, .,'.,., ':".{.; - .' ,.""~~~', 

" ;':,:~~. - -.' <. 

emalle.n. ~bu~1O ' ,< ;'. 
-.,;:,,:.': ",," 

.; ,"~.. • _"~" ~R ". • ~ ;. "\;" .: •• ' • 

, ',', On' ~ the '1\U.tJ.n ~,~ \'IQde tbe~t4.on '0£ ffta1l 
"':"~ ." -··.~r·i; ::. ... , ~~,' . .". . 

" .. ~_, "~._ had to pl'O'l1de ~':f. ~ 'Wa1ua eacort1Dg' . 

'··:cthft·ftlWr.l(NJIf (V1tId blast) ccupoeed ot'tMO>Qlt<~tra1n8trollOlliDa 
-".;.~~,~:<~.j:.'~<~'~"',,:/,:: ,. .' '~'. ;,,', . ~'.' .. , " . 

" ,,~, ()tlIeJlj OQ¢. a week,Oll the 4:LU~Ont., aecti.oli8, f"JI(a satgon to lOla 
~." ' •• ' ~ ~.. • '" ";. ,4 , 

"'Ir~~'~to .e ,anc1, ~-. and 1'rQl Ba1-PbOrl& to Hanoi. '. 

-:-i: '-

::"", 

. oJ' 

.,;., 



'.' ..... '. JdiJat, to Wp att.lIId ... .,>_.,.plJIiIId .. ja .. 

~"""'p1a~.~ -. _Ed_ ~.~~. 
• ,~ '. • ., - <', 

ill· ..... to ...... ··=-.· .. al. pla __ • . . - '. 

~ "t.,t •• ;~ .... tld _ ........ _' ....... , 
.... \ '.,:.) 

.ta.taD.ta7 aDct ... __ I .. ..v." tilt ~ fdUld.tltal..,····· 

'. ,; ~. lack Or ...- ard .poar' ~"'lS •. or wheeled 

:.'.~ ~d tile beGet1tot ...... c«aa&d .. ..ratdGll8. JIIw1Dc.t, 
", , .,' .... "., '-.' . .- . '. . 

",'r ,. , 

. .~?' ,': 

E1QFMlDI.OJ' 
".~at.tClh 'a..11Ift ~·"""il'.I.6ft .. r ... ))U..-.~CIB) •••. ~-~: ~-~--_.-

.,- " .-'> . 

0i1IP'M4 oral.r iIl19st, .... ,. ...... ".tiiMW~. :QQd·'!OJ~::··· 
Ch ad" a'.'ll_~.~· ..... _ •• , .... ~· ... ·>:<;,:t:·;· 

OIl ...... _W'I:U.:"':'~~' •• '" Jar. ... t wt~)~'" :', . . . '" " . .' ~." , ' '''-' . , 

.......... .,.., .a ......... M1t .. lei., "~"I ... ~. ," 
, ••. "t.""1 •. '" nplG7 01IIftaI., ................. Of ... .. 

(I)aIt_ .. ,. 19'.) ... -. .. (00\' .... :"".).' . 
" ',- ."'- , ~ . '-".' ':; 

, "::;'~'I1111'''''lI''' ..... ... ·aW .. ,.'.· ....... ( ... : ... i 



'*IMI,V', OM ...... oar ... (J pl ....... _ S' ........ CaN 

'~ 1. plaliooD _til ) .......... ) ....... ,,*, .. JiWd- at 

.~. (Sid .... ,. ... ). 

X\ la' ••• atAal to ...... ., ~ .'1 ........ . 
~. to ......... 'IOIdle ....... (",. .... aobD •• or 

0.11.), WIS. ...... Cl'atM at. tile _ pw.t.od aD4 ..... oC II 0 •• 4 of 

tIaw ~ _""1' .. ( ...... _ ta..'tk8) •• .., .. ..,. ... tcI.d 
arIi1.l.la7 croup (~) .... platoaD ~ ....... -- ( ..... ' 

itT OM t.ak c: .'4*Q'" ...... t;be • l.OO;, .f_.1II "Ie.) 

At 1ibe ... 'ttae IIP'ld.cMa Uld.ta ... ~ to a .... tAr Ia'tAat. 

1'UO ......... eC'tllo.' ot __ Of pa.a:t_ of • .-It .... ,...tea., 

,IJOOD;~ .". wo -.ntp"" pl&tooIQ1l ..,_ ...... ....., Of 
b . . 

"_leb" and Ultt t» Gplrate ................. atcwed • 

.. ,tbt i .... ~ t8ft'a.1.n or the ..... .n.r... ... ... ~wq aacl, 

...... ftlU,. ~Sa 11M Pla.\D o£lndIt .. sa tbt __ ..... 

-... D1.Itl (ftD1d a). 

1tJ8 o.raem •• t1al fd .............. iliad IIIIPMbl ....... 'aUA' U J " 
, • r • 

he_ .... to __ Jl~" ~"'I ft... I_bu: • ..,. on. .\ ... 
ftil1 ... n • ., to at ... '.r..,.' _t;tel'. to.,. ...... ' " 
...... of t.'baJilGPOl'~ of per.' iWtl:Uaa" 414 __ paait....., 

~tH iIOlcU. ... W at rlt YSlls,sl. ra.e.t, 1t," S..-Ible 

_ ...... , ... caUI .... ..untd._ b:Qa' am ... ., *- tit.-

~lf.lJe.i •• ,,,. at Jlf-Ml .. WtN. ",~."" .tu •• ~ 
... ~ ..... laS ..... tIII1it .. lei •• ,... ............ . 

a 
......... , '" Ch ...... .- le Jecfmm _ .... de ~ •. 

• 



.1, >_ 

....... ~11" .... t' •• 1 •• 1 .a ..... ua.t.,.n., ...... go ,.. ,) 
· - . . 

W ___ " In .......... n ..... i .... III ••• ( .. .. 
laltl ... en ... til",) .......... .,.., .... lS •. 

'n ". · ,. .. --"..... ..ba ..... ., f. •• , .... -..\ .... of 

.... 11ft ........... ~,_ .. " .... 1111,,11 •• _ ~ ..... 

UJ .'nn", "'M.J.' t .... , ............ . 

1.11] "tri •. ". 18. • ....... .,,. ., .. _!sd, 
• (I II C.J1.,._, ... lIl·' ... l ....... 14 ,st. Of. r.'· 

. ,'. .'." . . . . . 

..... iII"..,( ........... _. Ra' lk-..) •. tIaUt ., •• 

...... __ ita, ••• tat...., .".<1.1'1"10 •• tIl" JIalt 
. " . 

·.· ... ,.) ......... • .. pl .... _ ..... IIaU .•• zl •• 1IiIIU. 
" -.1.\:._,.., ...... _ .. , of &. iIIU ............ ' 4 ... _ 

'...Hz •. . .. - [1"'HAw tAl .... -.1IIdda 
. iMl'IllIl _ .. tfIIt ............ w.. tile ~. fit .. 

L._· 
-- -- =-- -~- -

," . --

-a ......... atM' , ....... » _tile .. 3p1, ..... ) • 

.;, w"Jt_ tn, •• (_ ... 11 "" .. )at'- . . .:-: .' .' " 

At.*_ot ... ~ ............ I ... E.nl .. 

__ ........ _ '11 .tsr. "Xl ._ .. etIwtlT S](. ... 

· .................. IbIS •••• {Cj" ' ........ -. .. .... 
. ' ....... 1 "u"'_) ..... ~.,..,.,. ....... aa. .... 

,." ...... ,... I ........ ..a. ' .i ..... If.'" ~ .. _ 
............... _ .. ·r ...... ~ .... ·I1',.:7 , 



'ucrzCAL Bplitbetwen· the QeceS31V or ~ 1D!autJ7 and tbe 
1-l-iWXMi'Kl't 

a..tre. of ita QIIIl'l maDeU'Wr 1d.th all :.te· ...... OQI1CeQtrated in a 

"force, i'rench Ataar. attar 9 .,....8 GIl" battle£1oldS, was 

able to rea.::h 'a<IQG paat1cW.a:t tacttoal·concJ.ui4on.t • 
, "": '. - . 

U a tank platooQ could be' ~ at.tached to ' .. ,iDf_t17 

un1 ta, the tI'Oap' 'WaS onJ;r able to'haw tbe nooe888lT ~~r and 

mobil1ty to lead t:.bt'~t at :its own lItanentun. :tac1ng ., batt&l,1cm .' 

atrmlgth en.q. 'llW' 1Jid(a.p.o.ble tlexibil1ty for maoOuver l .. t.t4er 
, ". " .' S· ,;, 

with the qua~art1CUlat1OD tdtb1n the unit J and tbe' ch~ 

or eombat fomatf.Qns VaB otten ach1fi'oQ in direct s:.1.ght Without S/lJ'¥ 

prdd. .. o.t~catiQQ: between ~'wll-trajnod OI"GW'. 

,11ae' o.at iDf8l1tiJ.7-C'IlOr ba1aDcehu beoo, rewale4 to ., 1u 
. ~. - ~ . 

,~!pat1cu.1.a1' tbe&_ ot opera~ ....... bat'taliOil .tor QIle 
. - .' ,:' . - .:: ~~." '.' . . . - . , .. '. " - . 

t.ank.~. l\v the lack or ava11able ~".~·carr1ers 

. .xeept halt ~,. the mokW.tq t~ iat-tl7 1Ia8 Obta1De4 .in the 

field bJ't,be ~ of 1r.lt .. ~ OIl the roar dtIok of tImka. il:Ml ~'~: .. 

cobes1onob~dw1tb.1n ~ ,~. ampbibious GNUP8 was ~tI 
'-'i _~: 

110 probl.ca tor cqg1lt\~-: 'at, torcoorctinateU ~ quick 

DtaneUftf'a" aIId~, no p:wobJ.aiw of unityr of ~. 

:Iht ~ t.act.1ca U$e4111 d1fterout, ~gl.0b8.haft ~. fttted 

to~dUteren~ uter1ala and to tlIItP __ .. l·obangea: oj: 1I8Iltber. 

,.~ '~"var1ad. alao accOl'dirlg totbl ...., •. '~tbe ~ties of 

~.;_ that the oost;oclea at ~ .... ftd,Uced 4Uld it was 

10 

>Four cGabat pla.tooaa 10 8acb. CCIJIpa87. 

"~ '. 

~.'- : 

, "'.1 • 



.,. ·'.iII 

''t. 

" 

." .. 

.. 
~ .. 

_ bl. " to _ ......... i1a .... ,,# .... eg'.II--
......... "' .... wid. lea. t .. 'It I ......... 0« . ". t. aSSIV .......... r PIa _, sud __ .... ...u .. ·A •• t.w 

CJd* aII4 "da1-* .... ' ~ at _.al u.. • t •• " fl..;;" 
.~ , 

JtF'II" tbe1'JA,", __ .... 1..,. ..,.., • ., tor ... 1.,. N8'-IO'" 
. · 6 . 

'Mda Ja'tllI. USIt • 
" 

c. ....Pd ... ' ""'''11 ',,71. _til __ I'Eat t •• · ... ne ..... ........... WA+_r~~ .... ~lIarn.°Ilr .. ia~ .. 
ft .... uA _tIl __ ••• , .. - ....,. .. ".. "'If'" .... ..-ttIU _ ... ~ ... ,, __ ..... n •• a._ \ 

. .~'. . 

1IIp1 D lAW, tII&~ ........... _ A1U ..... J ._ .. t_ttlalat. . 

DIIpI._ ... ~ ....... ~ ...... IDS ta.. 1'QI1l". _ ••• .,. ..... t.. 

,.~..,. the ... _ au 41*4 tor ... "",_of ~ ... 

~.tel'.~. 

u 
6 

.A. Idata\ ..... t ••. 1., ...... '" .. ft8h ( .... 111 .... tI_ .. ) 100.0 .fa let11... . . .., ~ ..,. JI, 
.' ',_ • c 

. ,~ 





. "~ 
'_f . 

\ ~ ;.; ',~' l.i ';i,'~'~-" 

_ .... ~. J.,~ 

.'~ _ _-~- -;: ,- ~ _ _...- . .;:~L<' _ .' : _ ',I' ,'._ - -",':""1 ".' - _ _ ;~~ ._- :_ -: _ .' ":-~~::-.: . 
•• ~<'~ ~OJ~~'.f!hlciiies :.t.c.J~.I.'Q;!\tes( .~)~>;p~itt;~~ i-~:l.;~:~ tf~H!h.:t~ijl!+.d~..r\t~.8P~ '., 

, '····~.~~~.;t .. ~, (tV:.1e'Jl~~:"~'·'~~' tj ~b&·::. ~'h ·(li·.i~"'··· it.~'h rt ~~;*i' • .i,i,~iip;~1·~.~~r16~~J~L~~~~~it·.k~;.(' i: 
". . • ...:. *",' '.' .;;,~ .' -:'d,. ..: ':~.; .••.•. .' . .'>~' ..; /,,·,1 

B:.c Ie ean';eb -,,;1;\'; sbav'en ",: 'fflttt :t:t.xt;hnlib I:) ~l'l"-.3 ii'l6'n 4' ~.r:fi\4;J-i~e:\ikti: ~' 1JOt!'i 

*~,~'ti~hifft~h t.~~~1.fl1, '"J..h*~.d~~P~';.~~~~·:t~4!ie;;,·~.~~1~ittjt'.!;;i!f.fj~~·.t~~tj'~ . " . 
--~ -. "-.- t..".., , .... , ... -, c' . >-:... ~~~ >ti:}~\. '. -/ 

- -' __ - ,_-- _ " ~.':->'" '.. ,.' ~'<~"'::',. " .. ~ ,--:~ ; -~_:: i . , ..... ','.:" '~"'~-' -. 

d9i9*,pll. '8'" ... ,. ·t-6nnage 'imf1or'ttmt( foUl' pa~t~t:r .~':d' Wli?r1.e a 1,'au. tl"e 
,.,:-;..~~ . . -:'~"'. ~ -, - -' . 

_._ -. ~:': ::~::~,o, _ '0' • -~~;> . 

du., 1,.~ .. e4.Jtu~)~:~.' i4A 1.\1v~ ~~ i,~ti ;. :'::4Ul~~' .. ~ t h~!" ... track,r¥;"ii~ve:1~tlte.rnbft:t"QU..1;" .. 
, "- -, .'." ~ . ,- -• ' i-::;:':";~:: '. .' - - " ;,-,;" - - .. : ' -• .--,,,,. 

'.. . . __ c\.....· .......... ,,-_:.. . :, .:. ".' .. ' ..•. :.- _-,':".:.'.;~. :.:".,' , ..... , ... , ... ' .....•. ,':,\'.',<!',:~ ....... :, ..... '-; .. , ... ,.'----~\' . ": t~-. -:~ • .,~, ",",,-":o;;;~~ -_:_ .. '~ 
::' _-!'--'--_';'-~'., , - . - . _' ''-~~-_. _, ,:,,,: ,c'_-" '-_:/':,'- -:- ' ., -'. '" 

'Bur den .... ngQnsPQ~:f1"1:l!ncl1ti"lft:pont !(,:Uf,fi.;R· l)"a::vi~.fel'r(.)' 
e" . - --:-c,';O: . ~,-~.~. ., .:7:-~-'-"'. _,:' -'-':' : .. ~. : . 

Pe"l' a peu, po~~~nt~.lee;~a(tre:.~>de'i t f..~C'G"ffffGrd{p:r~nt.&v();¢· t1n.e':~<.binr.n 
~, .' ,:\h~::"~ _ _ '. __ ~.' ':. . ;-$1:"" ~ ~ 

f~ro\).(ib.1J "'nergle':ae trouver ';d,(\I "m$111~til;r~""~H)Di:11'bllitlb bore des xrO\'I'~t"I' 
• ,...",~ & ~. ~ ... ", .. ,~ • :-t~ ~~. ~" l l I • J'" ~~ , ~~~ "! _!j . . • - .~'"I • ~ ;t '\ ~ • 

en to:..lt .... :terraln.r..es it~tf'>'.:"lr4;;.,jles point.sO. ,Poeeage,ie$ 'zones 
~.~~ . -,: ., ..' ~ ):':,~ : .I: .>:j,>?~' ~ '" " 

-~,_, ,_ .--~ __ ,--_ .. '~ _ :'--:-~_~",~'_'" "'-:"~;';'''''''"':'''''}·~:it~'-·~ .. : , . '_ _.-'<, \::_ '_'-'" _: ,", _"<-,:,~ __ ,, ''',' ,_ :?,,:_\;,; 

'pr~ttlcuble~ '!~.ell", rc'c."nl.il":4Q,~.tjoi~a~w.:. .f.t.4:'ti~~;~, •. fllOeualt"'coJJt~\. 
......' '" .. ,.t\.,·, \?.':':~. '".~{~,~: ,;::?:::.~):..,\:,t"·\ ',. .•.. ~'..' 
'"<}eo Y8,l'lationa'8al£oan~~r(.fl.'\U ',.kr~X' (lel:q~1~e6:.;.t"d~:.eitQr:t41 .s$~n£ 

. ~~,! '" :-,,~c~_-~~., J ~,~, .. ~~. -"'_,~.,,:\~~: ' . • :,C-'.' ,_., -. .,~' 

:eo·f;.~\t~:t.ie8d1f~'f5rent.L?,.·~ni ttfeJ)li~4/ ~,;ct.~t()UV;;'~tri:lnaf::l·.~pnc •. ,· ,+, 

.,.J . •...••.. '.' ' .,'. • ..,<~"'&.,: <t ~.'i:T·~-' .' ,... f, " ." ..<," "t:, 
'de :· .. HnO~UYrti: l'l(;Q¢'S~,i11!"~PQrtant:le~ cQ~nba,t ·jU.II(~u.I~,~,l •. mii1e1k~&s· r.l~le~$JlI 

:~,'; ....• " ." ~ ":~ ":-. ,(';:~' ~:fE),/"·:,;,,' ,-'...., ....... ,;..:':," 
inoOdt~9 au ~'.deo. ~.r6caf~.s'::$elofl·le •. ::;at~5r1e18 \4t111st:i;.~i.ul.e$ 

p '. ,~?".". ·":'7;'~;i .. . <.~ '" , .. "~;}:) '.'" .. '. :.' . ~j' 
iell tortes de jun~l~ ,,~<?rJ~;~f.~~<'.':7;:e8~0~en":,.bien~~t inac.:~;fqlt?le~.*i: 

, '1';'. "~.' r ;, -i.f.; ~ ·;;'..,i ~~,::,:.:; > :' "',~.:: 
, .-,'..t. ,,.,,..' . --,,"c- ~-_' .... --.t ........ ·,2 '< t ".,·_I:~·~:r; .. ·< .... ,,-::. -~ 

I.ebarR\1<~nten:!:".'J.;';~V'4~,- ·1~.:~~8'ti~1~1'lta.lllr~cs~1fiau:tiiil~GS \:)_n"dsnt 

· 1. lleu!Tt'~,.. \lu .. rt~ honli"l~(:Ai\l~~si:ihltJ;~ .;i~ii-,~~~CiC ,th"r ~1'; .i!~~;' .. 
,;,~ .. "-:.,,, •• ' '1.' .••• . '. :"_, .:~"'" '." •. ' .>~.' 

>;tObae1er ).1 tAal:,equine'se •. nou:v~al,.tlL$lctmentf.;'f:;·de 1!at{%"lela br1tan-": 
, . . . . .' ..... : '. ." .:;7,i;~*·:'$>:';<·;· . 'c' '. . . "')",":.' .• ..'"'t )''', . t, i . :i": :~ .nl o~.e( M·fJ.;ov~'lrkt.t.·· i,~CGu:t-GU 'U'~!'lli~Jn Q~ .ue. '.' 9'leill,es .,iEI.~torrd'Lral.11eL18'o . · -. ~,. -, , ~"j\.~" ,- '.' -. -- - - " :' .. --- :-- __ 7 - .. ",,,, "',;<1 . -,: """ , . -- ~: 

". -. • "0 _,' __ ··,":~,t, .. ·>~:.-·,,L.·:"::',.; \":-",,_+',"1 -' ~,.-' 

. :trf;t·~ ~ia1s .a< P f, ffiill';~ '.; I <)}9).i..eura'Ql1all 't{f. etl ~'-ll·.d{ triu to'~s,)n t :b1en 
-.- " ~.. ~-~.:--; . ,- -. . ,- .-:"'-;:', :("" - - :':~- ",' . --. - • :,>; -.-

Cionm:t$, ;;;:318 le.e In.dul!Jtr1~Ei.·~~~ttnC$:,t''i. ~itl~e8P~~' l~~,"e:.rl)~. n.':-F.;ou:.~le.· 
.' " '~ ,"~" .:>~'c"'··:':.,: .. ' L'~., '~';'i:.,.~'r':\,' . . .' .:. i 

fourn1r',Dieux' ·~i l'(jJoqu..,.:Ces v~!UCules,rc!ldl.rf!nt·ae bons $,¢rvlc.1i 
" ... --< '- - --. '_... 

_ . ' )~ ~.', ' .;._,'~~c _ -' . --i~'~' '" ~;~ , :-:::":_;. '~'-'---. -

· pour tou.te~lt:s·mi$sldns···de. prbte¢tl(i~1d,'~lttnct,ta1~~atvoll'e d'inti!r-
'. . ...... ."... '·5:., . S-t. -'~'~::;""~'f," ...... '~,;;, 

vent1011poar leDqtle:ll~,~I,~~.t,rJte:n. t u t 111,~ih;:. '.:. ." 

LeB :r91i~.1"dC~\ 1.\-6cheroh."dEfl8 ~:;;~11it{ $n'tout-t~rreln,'~~::' 
mett~~1t $upl.~~d S'Ofs·ri~~~1.t~:r~S1.tb:lt~sa~~i~)iib1.j ei;~·;;i~8u.,tlil;al t .. 

:::,;,~,·t·\_ .. ': .. :' .' ~'-" :'~~, <:f: :--": ' ':."-
c :,. .' ,~::>' ... -." , 

fV . ' •• ;'~ • • /!~ ••. 

. -" 





'. 
,,·1--

,;.. , 

Iltl'".llt alns,1 re'l;ontl$ It deBt1n~t1oPtu.nf.~,GC~,droJlkl0C:hUS;i!24 ,~, 

D!;:;N iHiiN ;)HU.etunPeloton. ,~ :5 Chqre~; t:4 a. WA3G-2HA,AIW(Laoar 
.- - . . ;.,-

, 11 tn:ut eigl'lalerell,fln I'existence (I·un kt1g1 vt..-n't(a.a..c.A.O.) 

c(;1& sur p1,ed en":1:J;"2!-tve,9 'dtJ}'¢ila~81ourd'M ,6.pour: r~'i?on(Jre ,.~" 
, ." ". " ""-~ ':;.-' ,""" ..... ' ~ :1 " ,; •. -:-"'. -~.:.,.:: • .'- <~: 

l'apparition 6ventuelle d,. bll1lfleaOOw'ul'lie'tee thino1:a~(J)our parol" 
. , , .'. -. - - i·' ',' ';: .. \ I, • -, 

'edalcwent a cett'e melu~ce,.n, I')5I.l.)'Inr(chlll de: 1f.1""lRl~ aVad~ ol'dOlU'l~' 

la.conetl"l.lctioZl de 1~ce.1ntu.retortlf1(o entourent 1. nelta du 
- - - ' . 

TQJH.t~)C.t> cbat.,Armis (l'.W1 canond • .;},Qmmet ~q.l1pC8"Cle.largeo' cnenl1fe 

r1lr.ntt~.n fait lj1;ll18€s .n n'1;~1 d,·~~t,tf:. d' Infr~Dt~:rie, .. '. "" 

Les 1. d';bllt.leV1et-!t1nh alt all ,point d •• 1i;;OYoJ:aa d. Illtte snt!";' 

clutr. potU" .·QPtlosJr-a: 1 taotion de, no.un1 t{e blilldeea:~j.6. mince,ee 

clssehrent lQ1"gem·en'ti'en tete ,a.8'O~Oc,~d('B e!:!tploy.,s:jp~, It nomhre:" 
- - , • - - I ". 

, , 

de. b11nd~s '~dO~m8.~. U 1Jv.:d~truitll(~~5 ~ du t()'tel) .i,eur vA,r1frt~> 
, ' " ' '0' " ' '.' \ " I ,,(:,: " " ",; 

~1t{l1'f; 1m.:r;~~n.,.::,d. le"t).Ortlbe 4·s'v1'mno,~ ~~j..loet2e leu·t t'(C'Q~1,ff:$loca16lient 
-. " ' . ~-' - ~ _ ,- >' " _. " 

r.t If:tm1ne flntl....char~Usslqti.dtor1g1n. cb1no1seil.'m18f1t& A" fel.l 

'·t~leeo~:nnd~e~·>(ta1e.fl.1 les pll~.oourante •• heureueeiMllt lea culGf.;e,,· ' ' 

~ - " '" .. , 

de. d(jpllmnRge :p.rv~!'I8.1.n:t8<.}u.v.h1;.~ r~.p~,rer lee 4~~~1;fh; , 
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French liaison Officer 
USA Armor Genter 

Fort Knox, K y, 40 i 21 

~~c occasion of an episodic 

.. [as eminentl~' 

proof cf ~h:,sti 

The only cle::1i·:mtwhich could st:ll serve OUT. cause \-l'as the racia).rcpulsion 

,which tho Hon::agnard populntions and cC1:t''l·ln ethnical minori tics n.urtured for the A.;.nam .. 

ites of the Delta or tho coastal rczions.(2) 

In the zones with 1'~1.:.i popul.:.tio:1s, in those with the Hoos or the Hans, the 

.Ar . .lla":lite ,·?.:1S tho enemy, but it W.:IS difficult: to arouse e. hostile movem~nt, all the r.lore 

so a rc~~!lio:i, CIS lO:1g as the Vict-Ninh d~d not operate in the High Region of the North. 

Wast, th~t is boforo 1950.(3) 

(1) Fo:: ,;xanple: TU\'EN QU!'.4'lG, during the 1949 m.'l:rch, or PHU DOAN, durin3 the LORR..U~ 

opcr~tion in 1952. 

(2) 1)!:<1 tr. this l1ntu~_'nl ()ppor;lt:lnn~ tho C.;:;,nt.¥,·:ll ViCt:l.:1ffi Pl .. teaux enjoyed a long peace, 

;:~,,:d dw~ to th(l u:d.:~t::(:(iC~ ot t1'i(' NU::;C::;. th.,_ i,!(Jd;;tr:l :.tru\..:<;lh from HONCA\' to HONCA\' 

',7.71:': proof l"lg::linst Vi(:,t: ... Hinh lnfiltr .. !t~ons. 

(3) T!';f,' Viet .. Hirth lllC"fllOd forces PC:lv.:.:t:;:.ltion in t~lC High R .. ·:,;::ion is not tho lC.:lst proof 

of thd.r ~d<,ptilhllH::l :md t:l\(.\~r tr.'linint; C~\i.)'lbHlty il$ ~Y'Cll as thoir tUen Commnnd's 

~lill, for it \-lac well knO'.111 thc.t the, "Vi()tno1rllvt~':: loath .. ,s the. lllo\,mtuln:; .md the 

forc:::;?;s and C~f'.n0t: live there." 
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\fuat have been the rosults obtained by our maquis? 

First, tho lm~obilization of a n~~bor of Viet Minh B~ttallons can be attri-

butcd to them. In Jilnuary 1954, 4 V.H. Battalions wore C::;':Jloy(.:c [or tho repression of 

the maquis in the LAICPJ.U region. At the end of A?ril 1954, there were 8 of them; in 

addition other battalions 'icre immobilized t9 gucrd bases which our partisans kept under 

thrc<1t of an ~tt<lcl:. 

Horcover, we have often been a.ble to rescue the survivors certain isolated 

fJosts \"hich hnd been att.'lcl(cd thanks to the prcsenco of various maquis clements. (1) 

Secondly, the maquis brought an unc'as incss among the enemy elements and kept 

U it .diva. The V.~·1. political cadres considered their action as "one of the greatest 
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sche.'TlCS to unde~:·mli.ne the V.H. establishment." 

Hanover, it see:nS this uneasiness prcv~i1ed mostly among the lower echelons 

and the isolated units: At one time, the V.H. High COlTlmand did not seem a bit disturbed 

by the actions of our Maquis. So:ne of thL~ achieved some brilliant successes: For 

example the coe LEU-L~Ol(AY attack, on Octoper 3, 1953.(2) 

DUl-ing tho battle of DIEN THEN PHU, howcNcr» the maquis met with total failure 

in thcil" attc:m?t to intel'"Vcne against the V.M. comm\.C'l.ication~ facUities linking the 

PHUTO area and TANH BOA to DlEN BIEN PHU, while covering a 400 to 500 l(llometers dis-

tance over forests and mou..'1.tains. A common. section, CONOI-DlEN BIEN PHU, 200 kilometers 

long, in particular, was never seriously harassed. 

1',.\;';'7; This low output of the m.:lquis, which numbered 15,000 men at the end of the 

,,('1ar, c;;n be justifi~d by ,'numerous: considerations. 

(1) Such as the Heo rn·:~quis of the :{!r';~lG KHOUANG region which penni ttc.-d to round up many 
scattered groups of the SP-X NEUA colurr.n t-1hose wU:bJ:rawal was almost tragic. 

(2) An expansion of our maquis was set for October 1953 in the B~~T, BINHLU, CHAPA, TWU 
Ul~N regions. To make it easier, it had se~~ed necessary to make a diversion on a 
plausible and distant enough objective on which the adversary hung seriously: The 
clouble agglomeration of COC-LEU-LAOt~~Y was chosen. Six hundred partisans attacked 

COC LEU on October 3 with the support of the Avla~:on and onc Paratroop Commando from the 
tonkincse Delta. During several attacks, tho partisans penetrated in the town and, sup
porCod by hr .. mlbcr!:, inflicted an o:.til'l'Iotc::d 1.50 \<Uhd ,mel ,,,"oundod caslmltles to tbQ V.M •. ' 
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At first, the effectiveness of th.~ maquis was doubted for a long time. "The 

G.~I.I. (l)? according to one of this Or3Qni~ation's rc~ortSt hod difficult beginnings, 

quite often plngued by the High Corrmand's hostility at the Zone or Territory echelons, 

wi th wh ich our elements ~ ... ere closely rolnt:r..:I.l.CQ e 

This lack of faith could bo ju::::t:if~cd, for: II,"~C had no ideology or xenophobia 

to inCUlcate, lil,e t:1C adversary. He had no politlco-cocial system to propt>und". 

"\10 ~·.'orc not sure: to .roturn to CA03~\~G or V!~H"a 

'V'-1o did not know 't>,mcther Chero w'as a posi::i .... e relationship botweenthe obtained 

results and the reprisals which, sooner or l~tcr, tho action of our maquis would bring 

on the foolhardy and the followers". 

But most of :lll, this mistrust illustrutcd the scepticism of our cadres, for 

the most: part, tO~-1ards all unorthodox forms of the W"'Z' .. 

Ir'. short~ the stru:1clo of the: :,·c.:.:~~ l-Jas st:~l!·t(:d too late. It was only in 1951 

tl'lOt the Airborne Jolint Cornm<lndo Groups (GvC.~!.A.) wcr·o able to porfonn an action. But 

by that time the Viet Minh hold extended already on vast areas. It could no longer be 

hoped to create a powerful org~nization nnd the difficulties we have met:. are obvious 

demonstrations that 1~e must precede the e~c~y in the regions where he has not yet 

infiltrated. 

}.=ay ZO:lC held to be secu:::e can scmc day be como the theatre of battles.· . '~e 

must thc=~forc prcpo:'c f0= this po~sibility so as not to meet with lnsu~ountablQ dif-

ficulties lat~r and the efforts must be co~ccntr~tod on the creation of armed cells, 

the assignment of intelligence agents~ the est«blisl~cnt of channels (2), finally the 

training of the rc~uired cadres. 

T11.e creation of the maquis 'Has later slowed do"n by the shortage of officers 

lolho ~7Ci.."C: famil itar with the ethnical and ~co3rophical charC:icteristlcs of favorable areas, 

~nd~ a fOl-tiori, spoke the Hontagnard dialects" Here a~ain, the absence of a Corps of 

Ir.dc.·ecnous Affairs '-1'<:15 cruelly fat.t. 

(1) The Joint: Int:e:rvention Group (G.N.! .. ) was crC'.:\t:cd on Decc.nbc,r 1st, 1953 with n. 

Vi(;!~'1 to conduct the fizht on the rears. It replaced the Airborne Joint CommMdo 

Groups (G.C.H.A.). 
(2) The s(:tting up of weapons, arr~unition, etc •• could not be achieved until the 

uprising starts. 

, •• > 
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Finally, native cadres had to be organized and instructors 

train the guerilla. A School was created at Cape Satin-Jacques, but it·only began 

function in June 1951. 

The G.H. I. equally suffered from a poor relationship 

nizations in FR~~CE and only obtained insufficient help. 

As it· had boen difficult to organize the G.H.I., it initially 

The offort latel" furnished on its ·behalf "",as considerable, particularly 

of aviation. At the end of hostilities, 

ance to tho maquis: 

300 reconnaissance plane hours. 

- numerous B-26 missions. 

- air-drops of 300 tons of supplies and ammunition. 

----... -----

French'Li~jsOri:Offi¢e~;,j 
USA ArmorC,enter ."; 
fortKI1~X, t<'v ~..., "'1 
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CIIAPtER V 

ARMOREPFORCES - CAVALRY 

--------------

Initially carbon copies of their sisters of the Metropolis, the A.F.C. 

formations in Indochina were to become of many and varied typeS during the nine , 

yoars of operation, according to the arrival of material (the'armored, amphi

bious, working v~~lcles). 

However, at.tho end of hostilities, most of the units were still 

-uith st~darc1 macM,nes, inhorited from the campaigns of France and Germany. So, 

they had a structure inspired from that of European tactical groups. 

Their utilization dllS not produce any unusual teaching. the amphibious'. '., 

units, on the other hand, found in Indochina a fruitful field of experience which 

allowed them to create a utilization doctrine. 

·'rhe Ar.mored Forces, initially tied to a material 
" 

dOwn' by the shortage of adequate vehicles and of ton by the inferiority of the main- '. 

tenance services, had to overcome difficulties which were particular to them. 

As seen froa the "armor", the Indochinese terrain is characterizec1 by wiele 

totaily practiceablo for'the usual military vehicles anel rarely accessible 

to tan:;s, transplerced by Dflrrow and few roac1s. The adaptation of the roac1 netwoJf.£ 

W\)uld have made the tasl( of the .A.F.C. eaSier, but it was sttll Incomplete at the 

end<of the war. 

In particular, tho deltas offorec1 extremoly variable possibilities accord-

ing to the place and the season. 
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had. not been prepared and wrote: "The system of the seasons in the Tonkin 

~s almost regular. It is therefore feasible to establish a 'terrain' map 

which ~~uld be perfectly marked month by month, would include accurate indi-

cations as to the routes, the practicable zones and compulsor,v points of 

passage." (1) 

In fact the armored forces, lacked ways and free space most of the time, 

, for no "all terrain" material in the European sense of the word proved bo be 
, , 

.. ' such in Indochina. (2) Moreover,'the heat and humidity rendered the combat 

in a~r, with closed flaps, particularly painful. 

In addition, the armored forces, like the others, suffered from a 

shortage of troops, and local recruiting was resorted to. But, due to his 

small size and hls lack of muscular strength, the indigenous element wa. oft_ " 

unfit to conduct heavy machines. So a Commanding Officer proposed an increase 

of the Legion's units to offset the absence of qualified personnel. 

"The cavalry material Is always fragile and somewhat delicate, the 

training of personnel is long and costly; if a branch should Include career 

sold,lers, this is the one. The Legionnaire Is particularly w~U quaUfled to 

find his place in tl. It seems therefore that the cavalr,v shouldhave a ver,v 

important place among the Foreign Legion Units". (3) 

Due to this maze of dlfflcultie~, all the efforts of adaptation of the 

,A.F.C. could only bear upon certain combat procedures and the ,internal organi-

" Captain X.... Tank Squadron Leader. 
The performance of the material will be discussed in Volume Ill. 
But precisely the contrary prevails; the percentage of Cavalr,v Units in the , 

. Legion Is less than the average obtained in the Battle Fo~ation (two Foreign 
Cavalr.y Regiments for six Foreign ~fantr,y Reg~ents). Lieutenant-Colonel X ••• 
Sub-Group ~ander. 
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UTILIZATION 

Under various aspects the Armored Forces found again the traditional 

missions of tho Cavalry: 

- Scouting for the Infantry, marching or stationing. 

- Reconnaissance (clearing of roads, reconnaissance of vl!lages, liaison 

with isolated posts). 

- Escorting (protection of convoys And guarding tho routes). 

- Combat in conjunction with the Infantry (participation in the "encircle-. 

ment" and the attack, as well as tho counter-attaCkS and the cover of 

withdrawals). 

- Pursuits and raids; although rare and of Uttle importance. 

The Qchlevement of these miSsions, in the face of an en~ who excelled 

in t~e ~bush coQbat and did not hesitate to launch an attack on tanks, require 

a largo auxiliary Infantry. 

"In the Deltas, swallowers of troops on foot on account of their big 

vlllagGs ~pervious to tanks, as well as the jungle in the highland, the A.F.e. 

units had to be well providedwlthportatlve facilities to sustain, support or . 

the action of the Armored elaents". (1) 

But due to the shortage of troops, the Command balked for a lo~ tlme 

et tho 4ssignment of a true 'Infantry to the Armored Regiments as it would have 
I 

beonunGmployed during the periods' of maintenance and concUtionlng of the 

machines end their crews. 

So, the Infantry units destined to work in cooperation with the Armor 

,were frequently ronewed, whUe remaining true to tho wise but necessary slowness .. 

I l.. of the tracUtlonal maneuver of their Am. The cohesives of these temporary 

> r; groups thus fomed Guffered, as did tho fle:dbUlty and rapidity of actions. , II 
,t .l..~ 
j 

J 
··l r~ 
} i I 
~ L (1) Lieutenant-Colonel X.... Armored Sub-Group Commander. 
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"Actually, most of tho timo, once it was launched, the action took the 

rather slow pace of the infantr,ymQR'a maneuver and took on the classical fo~ 

adopted sinco 1918 of the Infnatry combat supported by tanks". (1) 

More and more tho "monotony of the operations, constantly executed over: 

on identical ground, the long val~ins poriodB along communication routes to 

gUArd, the dispersion of threats, have too often Influenced the Command towards 

lOutine. In 'addition, they bave encouraged the static use and frapentatlon 

of the Armored UnA ts. 

'1hls fragmentation, In particular, was often pushed to the extreme, due' 

to the shortage of facUlties, on',tho one hand, and to the requests from 

t~rltorlal commanders at all levels, on the other hand. 

This situation naturally reduced the efficiency of the units and brought 

.. about their rapid attrition. as the Regiment or' Squadron services were not 
1 .. : 

or,ganlzed adequately to support dependent elements so widely scattered. (2) 

It ~'Ould, however. "have been normal to expect much more from the se"lce 
-." 

td'llch, with the aid of the motor~Jolns mobility to power; the Service of 

Roconnaissance and swift engaaement, of pursuit as well as counter-attack;' in 

other words: the CCvalr:y •••• " (1) 
"- ,,' 

But. It was not until 19S1 that the first: .perlcmce ln~',using the 

Armored Sub-Groups, with their own Infantry, was tried. 

Until then,. "tho Armored Squadrons had renderec:l excellent: services but 
C., ;', . 

had only obtained sporadic results, because they were organized like reservoirs 

of· a'mored machines rathor then Uke units capable of: engaging combat alone". (1) 

In the last part of the campaign. thQ A';1!.C. included: 

. - Armored Sub-Groups (and amphibious groups) capable of engaging in' combat 
:'. 

(1) Lieutenant-Colonel X.... Commanding en ~ored Sub-Group 
(2) It has been ascertained, as if this were still necessar.v.that the smallest: 

unit: with the ~pabiUty to Ilve Independently was the squadron. 

"1 . : 
":1 , 
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alone and constituting implements of maneuver. 

- Units capable of temporarily backing up certain Infantry units or 

meeting the normal requirements of territorial authorities. (1) 

This organization, however, should have been supplea:aented by the 

creation of a Command elament for the A.F.C. within each Territorial Command. 

Many difficulties would have been ironed out. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE SUa-GROUPS 

These Sub-Groups, organizod towards the end of 1953, gere essentially 

composed of a Squadron of M.24 taru(S and three Squadrons borne by the G.M.C. 

lit addU:"1on, they included one half-track bome Squadron, a Mortar , 

PJatoon and a Staff adequatoly provlde4 with communications faoilities, whioh 

permitted it to absorb reinforcement elements (Engineers (2), Infantry 

Battalions, etc.). 

"Tile hlgb proportion of elements on foot, of an element the size of one 

Battalion fox one Tank Squadron, gave the Armored Sub-Group its oharacter of a 

well-balanced flexiblo and powerful Intervention element". (3) 

The M.24 tame Squadron moved about easily in dry rice fields and some-

times even in floodod rico fields. On the other hand, the teNts could, in 

eKco~tional circumstances, penetrate inside the villages due to the numerous 

wator lines and COvers. In addition, the guns' trajector,y t~slon was such 

that instantaneous fuse projectlle~ burst on contact with the first bamboo hedge. . 

Lastly, the combatants were unanimous in deploring the fact that the 

transport vel'licles of borne support elements were not on the same foot1ng as 

(1) ~~ilo In North Vietnam the A~ored Units were part of the general reservo 
and could be temporarily made available to a Sector Commander, units spec1-
flcally aSSigned to Territorial Commands existed in the other territories. 

(2) It should be noted that no dozor tanks were in Indocbina. thdpresencQ of a 
bulldozor with its traUor-tractor constituted a heavy burcScm for thQ Sub. 
Group, if and ~~en it had ono. 

(3) Toachings of tho ,mr of ~dochlna rolating to the Azmored Forces 
written by tho Inspoction Services of tho A.F.C. 
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the tanks, which would have made It possible to provide for supplies and 

evacuations. 

The organization of the tank Squadron In accordance with the Quatemal)' 

Rule (1) was perfectly an lceeping with the requirements of a war without a 

front, in which the notion of·directing an attack was often undeterminec1. 

1-%oreocv0;, the four tank platoon retained very satisfactory maneuver capablUtlea, 

as the spUttins up into ~ patrols was unusual And was always executec1 on the 

spur of the ItOment. 

It would have .been adivsable to provide these platoons with self-

propelling swoep missilo firo. So the users have advocated the creation of a . 
, .~ ':. . 

Howitzer platoon at the Sub-Group lovel, to replace the MOrtara platoon. (2) 

the combatsengasGCl at DIEN BIEN PRY by the March Squadron of the 

1st Light Infantry reminded us of tho light tank units' vulnerability under 

.artillery fire and of the difficulties to supply In am.munltlon under fire. 
,", 

"Subjected to dense artillery fire, the Squadron suffered during the 

supply :mel maintenance operations I losses nearly equaUng those due to combat, 
~ .. ~, 

in spite of the digging of tank pits •. 

''ID1en engaged only agalnst<. Infantry units, the tanks' rapidly exJ:,lausted 

the amtnUilltlon of their magazlnes~. 

The need for palliatives became quickly Imperative: 'transport of 

"". =munition outside the tanks and on the flo~rs.~assISlUDent of one tank per 

platoon to the supply. But the only satisfactory solution would have been to 

assign a supply ar.moreci Vehicle to each platoon. 

.' the borne sqU4drons (on G.l<{.C. or half-tracks) had been put, llke 

Infantry Companies, under the quatemaX'l' rule: Four combat platoons 

" 

(1) Tna tables of organization provided for three '-tank platoons and 2 Command 
tanks, but the adopted organization has beon almost always: Four 4-tan1c pla-

: i r·~j toone and only one Command tank (although a second one would have been 
,yl .~ quite often desirable). 
I~ " . (2) Solution advocated by the A.F.C. in tis report on the teachings of the campallll. 

lJfQ' . ' 
f .~'~<...:.. ..... ;~IW'Wi :ft"""".!!I!""llllllM,~;~.'lIt!lIi~11_~~~.,,,,r~·~'_·~"'"""~"'·-''''''':''"'';'i'''l;iiitlrl:.$Iil2'~""''''''''·'~'H~ "', ' ~~$l\'''C~~~;~ 
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(38 men and 2 F.M.) and one heavy platoon (2 light machine guns and 2 

60 m/m mortars). 

the structure of this last platoon is questionable, as its a~ent 

was not a supplement to that of the tanks. Therefore, the A.F.C. Inspection 

Service 4:dvocated at the end ,of 1954 the procurGment of one 58 sa gun Ill\d 

t\10 60 m/m or 81 m/m guns (depending on whether the personnel was being borne 

',' byG.M.C. or half-track). (1) 

the half-track borne squadron constituted. a slow, cumbersome grouping 

which lacked mobility, and the demands imposed upon by the watch of the 

vehicles ~educed the combat force to about a hundred men. 

However, thanks to ita considerable firepower (36 machine guns and 

pxocured from three fire units), this squadron proved capable of accomplishing 

the missions of route-watching, liaison and escort, and depending on the 

condition of the terrain, of fixing. But, even In such casea, Ita inabill~ to 

depart from the routes was a great handicap. 

the Command and Sub-Group Services Squadron was tom between CWO missionsl 

to gUard the rear basG and escort, the C.P. in operation. Its task would have 

been facilitated by a splitting up Into two elements each having a chief (2)1 

a base element and a combat element. 

In addition, the protection platoon (3) responsible for liaison .. core 

end C.P. watch missions was obviQuslynot adequate (4). 

(1) The inspection also pointed out the fact that the adoption of the 
quaternary rule should have been supplemented by arranging for the pro
cureMent of radio eqUipment for the oquadron (seven ANPRC.10 posts Instead 
of five). 
In addition, the guarding of G.M.C. borne squadron vehicles would have been 

·more efficient with the procurEalent of an additional automatic.rifle (10 F~M. 
,,' lnstccel of 9). 

(2) ",' Some caelres even requested that two separate squadrons be created. 
(3). 'l-'ri'O half-tracl(s. . 
(4) "the A.F.e. Inspection required that the platoon Include 3 sub-machine Suna 

and three scout-cars. 
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AV~HIBIOUS GROUPS 

USing equipment of Which part had boen conCeived with Alaska polar expe

ditions in mind (the crabs) and the others derived from a lifesaving vehicle uti-

11zod in the flooded Mississippi area (the alligators) (1). the Amphibious groups 

p~ovod in Indochina thoir special f1tness to combat in flooded areas. that 1s in 

the Deltas or the coasts. , : 

Their development gave rise to numerous experiments which were not all sue-

cessful and the first engasements rosulted in failure even. 

Initially, the crabs alone were used. "Being limited in number and en-

trusted to an insufficiently qualified personnel, their burned out skeletons quickly 

littered the 'Plaine des Joncs. lt • (2) 

In 1948, however, a group of amphibious squadrons (with two crabs squadrons 

each) was created in South Vietnam (3). So the crabs were used in units com-" 

plotely formedj,they were put in the hands of trained personnel" assisted byade-

Cluate repair facilities, and "they went over the 'Plaine des Jones' in all direc-

tiona throwing panicdn the enemy ranks". (2) 

The results were so encouraging that two new squadrons were created In 

Cochinchina and TOnItin. (4) 

"But the problc:m of support of the Infantry was qulckly presented. The 

squadrons had remote reconnaissance missions and the standard Infantry could not 

follow or followed slowly". (2) 
j'::',',.! 

The aSSignment of one Infantry Section to each squadron cUd not give the 

anticipated results. The troops transported in such a fashion were not sufflcient 

and tho considerable welghing down of tho vehlcloo made them lose their mobility 

~ f; (1) The exact neme of the crabs wQsCargo C&rrier:29C. the Alligators: LV'l4 or 4A. 
, ..... 
• 

'"""'\ 

\ ail 
,: .' ~ , -

(2) Note from the r.T.S.V. Commander on Amphibious Unlts. 

(3) Under the 1st Foreign Cavalry Regiment. 

(4) Undor tho 1st Foreign Cavalry Regiment and the 1st Lisht Infantry Reslment. 
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capabilities. 

Thus was conceived the use of new machines: Alligators which were firs~' 

distributed at the rate of one platoon (carrying an indigenous Commando group) 

pcr Crabs squadron. 

this formula proved satisfactory and was extended. Thus were born the 

Amphibious Sub-Group end Group. 

In 1954 the latter included: 

• Tt~ Crabs squadrons as elements of scouting, fixing and pursuit. 

- three L.V.T. Squadrons as the shock element. 

- One Rogimental Platoon of six Howitzer L.V.T. constituted a batter,y in 
, " 

support of the complex. 

" ':Cwo Sub-Group Staffs wel1 equipped with communications facllitles'provided 

for all articulations on request. 

The group dedved Its superiority, not only from its independence con

cerning the road network, but Its firepower walch was equal to that of a metro-

politan armored group. 

'.the large number of troops that could be engaged on foot (3 companies of 
. , 

,130 men), Its' perfect autonomy (3 days of combat) and the abWldance of its COli-

I 

" .• mun,lcatlons made a particularly well suited group for deep penetrations into 

However, its weakness lay in the fragUity of its equipment which prohi

bited any halts on roads (1) and required frequent periods of maintenance. (2) 

;,-.{ 

The CRABS SQUADRON organically Included 33 Crabs split into three platoons. 

Its great fluidity, the noiseless nature of Its vehicles, Its considerable fire

power (30 machine gWlS or automatic rifles, six 57SR guns, three 60 m/m mortars), 

(1) '. The Crabs had to be transported on G.M.C. trucks and the AlUgators on tank. 
'tra1lers, unless tho ~uipmont was loaded on barges. 

(2) Thanks to the "acrobatics" executed by the Groups personnel, the Groups have 
r:: ;:. not been unavailable more than 2 days out of 2. (Lieutenant-Colonel X •••• , ' 
.~f? Commanding an Amphibious Group). 

~-- ,",'._, .. ,;, .. :-"" . 
. .' )~g;$lz:r~At.~~:·: ""f~,S<~(_'t_"'o;)\, , ",:1.". " '.' •. " ,,:~7"~~'~~~~~ 

~~ ~.j'"'".".~~ --''Y-''" T 

;-l,'<J.. 
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compensated for the inconveniences that resulted from its lack of armor and made 

of it the essential element of surprise. So tha~ a COmmanding Officer observed: 

"A plece of equipment without armor that no obstacle can stop Is more effl-

cient than an ar.mored vehicle vith a limited mobility" • 

. The L.V.T. Squadron vas spUt into three combat platoons and one support .~. 

platoon. , , 

"With its 11 pieces (thirty-six 30 and 50 machine guns and three 7S .. ". 
Howitzers) and its three borne Infantry sections, it constituted alone one 

Sub-Group". (1) 

Thus it could be written of this Squadron: 

"It is tlhe only known unit to combine an Infantry Company, its own trans.: 

po~t facilities and escort tanks. Nowhere 18 the Infantry'Tankl1a~8on Is aocom-

" plished .in such an intimate, permanent manner". 

"Only the L.V.T. squadrons and the Howitzer platoon can partioipate in 
. r:·"i.:., . 

'the conquest of the first beachhead in landing operation". (2) ;, ." 

Two commanding officers have suggested an unusual combat method: 

'I, , "The ideal form of maneuver would be to be able to join the Group by alr- ,'. ., 

dropped or helicopter-borne Infantry once the enemy has been localized and fixed". ,,' 
The s~e process could be applied to the borne elGID~~~s of the Armored 

, " ~ 

Sub-Groups: ," 
.... , .' .. " '. ~ 

.~~~ , . . ... ,. 
" I rf "'.., "In a really difficult terrain, the heUcopter 'Is the'ldeal means of trans-

j U ,. ; ,; port since it brushes off obstacles and doe'sntt fear mines. o~e:'~~ght think. that 
. 'j . . , ., 

'\ "'-< 1m. , ' 

I 

the borne ,squadrons would be used to the utilization of such machines which would. 

be1adapted at the time of need". (4) 

(1) 

. (2) 

Lieutenant-Colonel X •••• 

Lieutenant-Colonel X •••• 

(3) iLleutenant-COlonel Y •••• 

(4) . Lieutenant-COlonel Z •••• 

Group Commander. 

Group Commander. 

Group Commander. 

Armored Sub-Group Commander •. 

, . " 

.' .. \ 

.,j 
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The Amphibious Groups have been utilized advantageously at night, 

Group Conwander stated: 

"Uo havo seen at" night, in a bright moonlight, within a few minutes, one 

single Crab Squadron inflict on the enemy, engaged in open terrain, losses estl-

mated at 500 to 600 Idlled or ~uW1cd (120 bodies 'lara laft on the terrain)." 

Anothor Commanding Officer added: 

"As difficult as it was, in rice fields, to maintain a fixation at night, 

it has been noted that if it was effectively held, the regular Viet units lost 

courage and accepted the next day either total destruction (many times) or surren-

der (Tho-Lao, May 17th, 1952)". 

In all cases, the most important thing is to avoid the invo1vemento~an 

Amphibious Group in a terrain for which it isn.t suited. this is a delicate matter 

which requires a great deal of experience on the aprt of the Chiefs, for terrain 

favorable to the crabs are not always so for the alligators and vice versa. the 

for.m of maneuver can be affected ~y this and, when the participation of amphi

bi~us elements is beins planned for an operation, it is imperative that the Comman-

der of these elements be consulted as early as the preparator,y phase. 

Generally, it must be admitted that very few have been the Territory, Zone 

or:Operatlon Commanders who utilized the Amphibious Groups adequately and gave up 

the idea of considering them simply as aquatic escort tanks. 

These elements give their best results when only cavalr,y missions are as

Signed to them. 

A.F.C. RIVER UNITS (1) 

They also answered to the preoccupation of making maximum use of the exist-

, ing movement capabilities. 

Having been equipped during the campaign with a great variety of boats, 

armore~ or not, they possesse4 at the end of hostilities practically nothIng but 

(1) See chapter devoted to River Operations. 

" 



~. 

n' .t.,.. 

m .... · ... · •. · .... · W 

229 

8 to 11 moters launches. 

They had, on uater, missions comparable to those of the. land units along 

the roads (clearing, escort, liaison, supply of posts, fixing, etc.). 

One unit commander pointed out that their participation had been of some 

importance in the pacification: 

"Night activitios were intenSified, which had the result that the Viets 

were forced to watch around the clock. This climate of insecurity contributed 

to : many rallyings". (1) 

RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON GROuPS 

Organically, they were composed of one M.24 Tank Squadron and a Staff of 

Squadron Groups (2) to ,~ich were adapted, for a given operation, some Infantr.y 

elements of the size of a Battalion generally. This unit could be put at the 

disposal of the sectors in order to meet the needs of surface control. 
,.:-... ; 

RECONNAISSANCE mnTS (A.M.) 

Generally utilized by platoons, or by squadrons at most for the 

territorial commanciers, these elements mainly undertook road-clearing, escort , 

road guard and C.ll. missions. 
~.~. ~ ...... 

Their daily' use had condemned, once more, the utilization of patrols 

composed of different elements: light armored, cars and half-tracks. In,." 

addition, it r~afflrmed the usefulness of carried support elements and of an 
;,., n'. ':':j .••. ;.-; .• , , 

••• ,> \:: !.,. ,', "",.,~ •. , .. 

auxiliary group (75 mJm llUtOmo to r) within a platoon Itself •. (3) 
; ~ .. 

On the other hand, some of them would have liked to see an increase,of 
'0' ' ,:,." .. , 

the borne facilities and cnvlsa&ed squadrons with two light armored car 
: ',! ';"" " 

platoons and t~~ bOrne platoons. (4) 

\'hile appreciating the services rondered by their obsolete ·equipment, 

L.' .•. l. «21» Lieutenant X.... Commsndlng Q Launch Squadron 
~ In addition it could include 1 or 2 organic suppletlve companies that 

t~Gre used to operate " ... tth the tanl:::s. 
r (3) Often, a' company of Suppletives was aSSigned to a Ught armored car 

'. ..... squadron proper. 
f' \;.~..... . (4) Articulation of the platoon into three patrols of 2 vehicles proved 

~~i ~.'" __ e,.~_q,-U ..... ito satisfactory. 

-- .w'_i: -,; ;'lfrr.~-W~~f~-:;:~;r~~:;,j;:.:·\~~:~:':':··" ,~:1~·:·:;:":~j~~!!:;;!··:2;'~i··;;r:ll;f.::~'::,"1:!~!'i~j" 

. , ~ 

.] 

j 



-- --- ---------------~----------~~~--=-'~ 

the users, naturally, deplored its lack of adaptation to the terrain of many 

aspects, the absonce of reversing device, the mediocrity of the gun ••• and 

n L m~ny wished that the E.B.R. ml~ht be introduced first in Indochlna~ 

n u 
THE 1-1.36 TANK-DESTROYER REGIHENT (1) 

~' This regiment was created at the end of 1953 as the answer to the possible 

[J appearance of Chinese Armored elements. But It was generally split Into t 

f1 
~ 

o 
.0 
t· 
jr 

lL 

platoons ancl rarely into squadrons (2) in order to satisfy the requirements of 

Territorial Commanders. 

The M.36 eqUipment proved of a maneuverability in any kind of terrain 

equal to that of the M.24 tanl(S and its 90 gun appUed much more efficient fire, 

in· particular for attacl(s of fortifiecl villages and for movements of troops up to 

3,000 or 4,000 meters. 

n The afore-mentioned remarks concerning the M.24 Tank Squadron are ... 

U fully appUcable to the M.36 Tank-Destroyer Squadron. 

I .. "1 g" ARMORED ELDIENts AIR-TRANSPORt 

~j;.l 0 The necesllity to brlns a_reel elements In place. dlstant fro .. an,y road 

f.i~;;lm led the ::b:P:::a::; ::::::: dlfflcultles slnce the ex1stlPS" 

t"", ~'.' H :f., equipment hacl not been consiclered with their transportation by plano in mind. (3) 

r : iJ Thus the use of air facilities was extremely limited. 

I to However, our few exper1ences in this field have proven the advantages 
1 

10 
of this formula, for a country like France with responsabilities spreading over 

five continents. 
i 

10J ' 
! ., 

j (1) The T.D. (tank-destroyers) were transgormecl by the addition of a turret roof 
j g.. ancl a connlng-to,:,er ma.chine gun; the radio equipment was also mOclif1ed. . 
i (2) Four T.D. Squadron~, dlstrlbutecl over the whole Tonkinese Delta area, were 

11 M supported only with groat difficulty by the Regiment's services, as the letter 

I,,:<j U ~!:i~~~C~a~:c~~~~~~~r~n:d u!!:ison eqUipment permitting to put its 

!",;,~.,-~ (3) tho GX~plo of the air-transport of the M.24 tank 1s part1cularly striking. 
?:i~'?'10 After being dlsmantled, this piece was dlvlded Into 82 package. of wblch the . 

r"." .•. :.~.':i ~.' ~::~f~:' f!~e i~:s~~~::~~~t~~~~O kilos. Two llrls.tols and five DakotAS wore 

~i. ~?"''ll ~ .. 1t . , . 
"'-;-~ . 

"it~-,-- -

·~;ji~ii . . !i.:.t;~~:;-;M"'ii:k&'\l\l\~~l!llmJ[~_m,~~,n~l'l;]~l\'~,~i1i~~'t$~!f'.··'· .O:i~I:~;ij~E~[,r$jX3,ii::(;'t;Jt;'!rl'r~:Xff!!:;,~f~1~.t~i<~~~"i"·7?~~::"~!~~~1:;;·i~~d1:.~~~~ 
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Small armored detachments air-transported to LAOS rendered great services 

there (1) and the action of the 1st R.C.C. Marching Squadron (2) taken to 

DIEN BIEN P11U l~as particularly convincing. 

"This Squadron allowed, in the preparatory phase, the Command to be 

constantly informed on tho froe space that existed botween our positions and 

the first enemy organizationo.." 

Afterwards, "the tanks bec&ne the storm forco.of any action". (3) 
i 

But, the air-transport of armored units mturaUy creates the 

problem of t~ansporting by air the maintenance facilities and supplies, the. 

weight of l~lch, being considerable, rapidly exceeds that of the equipment ltself.(4) 

Thanks to the efforts made in the logistics field, the Squadron 0 f DIEN 

BIEN PHU still 'l"ncluded on May 7th, . six available tanks~ ·tw"lmmobilized tanks 
. 1 

(utilized in fi::ed blockhouses) and one out of action~' Only' 'one was destroyed •. (5) . 

- . 

(1) A five M.i4 tank platoon·at LUANG-PRABANG, a three M5~M81tack squadron in 
the Plaine des Jarres. 

(2) This Squadron included 3 M.24 tank platoons and one Command tank. One of 
the platoons emplaced in the "ISABELLE" res1stancecenter was quickly cut 
off from the rest of the Squadron. 

(3) Report on the action of the M.24 tanks in the battle of DIEN BIEN PHD. 
(4) For exa.mple~·more than 200,000 rounds of 75 gun were fired·from December 7 ";~ .. __ ... 

to Hay 7; which represents approximately eight times the tanks' weight. 
(5) All tan1(S, with no exception, ,-rero sabotaged by the crews on May 7. The optiC, 

the collective armament, the radio wore smashed or thrown into the water, the 
gun breeches dismounted and buried, the main of the tubes damaged with incen
diary grenades. Tho panels, delcos, carburators, filters, were smashed with 
sledge-hammers. In addition several grenades ~~ploded in the motor compart
ments. . The participation of a .. ,tank in the Victory Parade organized by the 
en~ was only possible by assembling the necessary pieces taken from all the 
t~~s to put one single motor temporarily together. The turret and the 
annament were sabotaged. These tan1tS were absolutely unfit for combat. 
(Report on M.24 ta~s at the ba~tle of DIEN BIEN PHU.) 



tHE ANTI-TANK STRUGGLE 

The anti-tarot stru~glQ in Indochina "proved that, even in the absence 

: U of stlll\dard sntl-tanl< weapons, with rudimentary means and particularly by \&Sins 

fl"·' u 

\ ---,'" 
. .\ 

mines and explosives, it is possible to obtdin considerable results providing " 

one displays tenacity, audacity and ingenuity and conducts the struggle over 

the "'hole territory". (1) I, 

Mines can be classified at the top of the procedures implemented, 

considering tho number of destroyed a,rmored elements (a total, of 85%). 

Their varioty was endless, for any explosive missile, any recuperated 

projectilo, was a potential mine for the enemy. The detonating devices were just 
" ~ 

as varied, but the pressure lighters and command firing were the most commonly 
"!i· , 

used. 
. 0,:. , . ~ 

In the face of this danger, our detecting devices were inadequate and 
, , 

a Squadron Commander observed that the tanks had become "exploding machines". 

" Portable anti-tank weapons (75 m/m reCOilless, 57 m/m~ reCOilless, 
l". ,',' 

S.K.Z. rocket-la~chers and bazookas) came in second place conside~ing the 

inflicted losses (about 8% of a~ored elements destroyed). 
I ~,."':: 

Once the armored element', was immobiUzed, the opponent frequently 
.... , 

, attacked it w~th explosives, gasoline cans, etc. 
t .• ," 

PassiVe obstacles were placed on roads, dikes, uBually at"places where 
. . ~ . 

any outflan1dng was impossible. The V.M. utilized earth merlons, deep breaches," 
, , 

"piano keys", traps, indiscriminately, Cltc. Most of the time, ,obstructions were 
:",. "; 

comb.ined with mines and traps for the troops. 

The parries we offered in this technical field (2) were quite varied: 
'\ 

(1) 'l'eachings 'of the Indochina campaign concerning the·A.F.C~ (Inspection Of 
the A.F.e. in Indochina. 

, (2) .• tloaro only;·"t~lklng i here about the procedures applled durins the campalgn;' 
the desirable devices will be mentioned in Volume III. 

,i , '" 
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regular maintenance of roads, double a~or of the 10~~r part of vehiCles, anti
/ 

mine covers and rubber rolls fUled with sand on ~l~ors (1), makeshift reversina 

devices for light armored cars, COVering of the armored elements with barbed 

wire to avoid an excalade, and with faggots to provide the premature burstina of 

hollow charges, etc. 

All these procedures, which were not new anyway, proved their worth, 'with 
: . ~ i nthe exception of the' two last ones which offered more inconveniences than 

'" ;....J 
;JI advantages. 'i;' " , 

IJ As to the tactical parries; they were also standard:'articulatlon in 

"u-' '. I.' ~ 
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depth and action of the "borne support elements". In addition, the role of 

patrolS, the haraSSing fire at night executed on portions of zoads known to be 

usually mined, as well as the laying of mines on the small dikes of access' Save, 

good results • 

.And last, in case of enemy assault, the uti1lzation of "canister" 

shells, of grenades and of the individual equipment of the crew, as well as '. 

the rotating action of the turret procured an efficient defense. 

INVOLVEMENT OF tHE ARMOR. AT NIGHT 

The Armor rarely intervened at night and generally, if they did, it was " 

under pressure of an emergency. 

Attacks while in b1vouac or In quarters caused us heaVy losses ever.y 

time the Vehicles were not protected by Infantr.yflre, barrage (2) and they 

were used statically. 

On the other hand, when the a~ored elements counter-attacked uncler 

s~tlar circumstances, their action was usually decisive. This was 

"'j 
j 

./:~ 
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(1:) ,The assembUns of grlll-~-1Ork roofs to protect the vehicles into the open 
against grenades comeS from Similar preoccupations. 

(2) The example of the attack on the LE .KHU post already mentioned has 
illustrated this incapacity to insure the security of the Azmor at night • 

d , . 
I 



f'~ particularly the case in the "attack launched by the Armored Sub-Group No. 3 

I ;~ at tIENKHE (Tonk!n), July 18, .1954, when the V.II, left 200 c!ead on the flelc! 

L (among whom 20 "dynamiteros" darrylng explosive Charges) and lost a considerable 

"r"' amount of weapons". (1) 
l 
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The night interventions for the attacl<:ed posts were:: in some cases 

also determinative. 

"In Juno 1954, a platoon supported by an Infantry company suddenly 

appeared in the back of some V.M. companies attacking a post, 'at one AM. 

Results: 19 counted dead, many wounded, retrievoQ weapons". (2) 
':"! 

But many users feared such actions. 
; '" .. ~ 

"Nightintorventions are ::very costly and, unfortunately, rarely 

L', effiCient. Tho V.1>1. mined all roads leading to tho post" scheC1uled to be 

,n 
U 

o 

attacked and slowed down, if they didn't altogether stop~' the intervention 

elements". 

Some even felt that "the use of the armored forces must, ,as a general 

rule, be proscribed at night". (3) 

Be it as it ~, actions carried out at night have shown the 

advantage that can be derived from procedures tending to Increase::vislbil1ty. 

The lighting of the battlefield by Luciole planes, light-pots, turret 

flood lights, fl'ares, have certainly contributed a substantial assistance. 

I~ortar shell flares proved very efficient. In particular, they made 

counter-attakcs at night with tanks possible. The required consumption was of 

(1) 

(2) 
(3) 

Captoin x •••• 
Sub-Group. 
Captain X •••• 
,Colonel X •••• 

, Assist3nt to the Lt. Colonel Commanding the3rd Armored 

Commanding an A.M. Reconnaissance Squadron. 
Commanding a Reconnaissance Regiment. 
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two 81 m/m shells per minute, regulated so as to light the terrain 400 meters 

in front of the tanks on a 600 meter front". (1) 

The adjustment of weapons turret under the light of a flood-Ught 

directed parallel to the gun gave good results. (2) But the fact that in 

Indochina infra-red dQvlcos wore not adapted to a~ored vehicles adequately, 

did not permit, unfortunately, to draw a~ definite conclusions on this 

technique. 

Anyway, "the French Army must make all necessary efforts to learn to 

maneuver at night. This will not be accomplished without difficulty, for as men 

become more and more civilized, they become less and less comfortable in darkness". 

The Armored Force had begun the campaign by drawing on the facilities 

of:. few regiments.· It ended it with four Sub-Groups , two Amphibious Groups and 

two Reconna~ssance Squadron Groups. :0 .. ,. 

The Command had thus recog~1zed tho necessity of having armored units 

capable of waging combat on their own. 

At the time of the cease-fire, this evolution was still considered 

insuffiCient: in" spite of the difficulties of the terrain, of the widespread .. 

nature of threats and of the increasing necessity to assist the fatigued 

Infantry, .theCommand felt a growing need of units re.ally capabl,e of 

!u 
'r~ accomplishing Cavalry missions. 

;\Q,./._. ------------
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\(2) 

"I'" (3) 
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Captain X.... Commanding the Borne Squadron Group of an Armored Sub-Group. 
The presence of an automatic weapon for close-range defense, with a Shield 
to protect its servant, proved equally useful. 
Lieutenant Colonel X.... Commanding an Armored Regiment. 

french ('li'Ji~eij' 
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