FRENCH OPB

LESSONS FROM MILITARY OPERATIONS IN
INDOCHINA AND AIGERIA '

Since the first atamic bomb was exploded 20 years ago & great deal
of speculation has been going on throughout the world on the fundamental
change in tactics that the use of this tremendous weapon would bring in
any future war.

New tactics, new rules for deployment and Mmt of troops have
been developed and are now being taught in all staff colleges of the
World. | '

This is the theory - the practice has always been different and all
the innumerable wars that took place during these 20 years have been
subversive wers.

As there is not much hope of seeing this type of war come to an end
in the foreseeable future. I would like to analyse with you the experience
we had in Indochina and Algeria.

INDOCHINA ’
The Indochinese war lasted 9 years fram 1945 to 195h4.
Indochinga is in fact & set of 4 different states:
North Vietnam (13 million people)
South Vietnam (12 million people)
A0S (14 million people)
cmvn (k million people)

The distance from North to South is 1,000 miles, 50% of the area is

jungle, 35% is bush or open forest and 15% is rice fields.




.

The only rich and populated areas are the deltas of Red River in the
North and Mekong in the South and 1t hes to be pointed out that the North
delta has a vitsl need of the surplus rice of the South. *

The normel road network is very poor particulerly in the deltas
because the mud is not strong enough to bear a pavement and the riv’eis
are still the main means of commmication in the country, with footpaths
as a sec;mdary means.

A railway line completed in 1939 links LANGSON on the China border
to SAIGON (1,200 miles) and Hanol to Haiphong (65 miles).

Hunidity is 100% all the year round end the monsoon gives 70 to 100
inches of rain from April to September. It is as you"know a'v.ery bad '
climate for the Europeen. |

X
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I an going now to review .the different phases of the Indochina War
in order to point out the lessons which we have 1e§.£ned of 1it.

I don't know if you remember but Indochina h@a been split into two
occupﬁtion zones by the POTSDAM Conference.

In Beptember 1945 the French took over from the British in South
Vietnam and in June 194 the Chinese agreed to evacuate North Vietnam.

Some months later in December 1946 - the Nationalist party called
Vietminh headed by HO CHI MINH made & "coup de force” in Hanoi and after
killing 500 French civiliens took to the hills - there was at this time
no national ermy or clvil servants and we had to paeify as quickly as

possidle.
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In the South it was & pretty long job but finally we succeeded, the

main Vietminh resistances being:
The Saigon underground organization with killer gangs
and bomb thrower teams.
The "Plain of Reeds" a very extensive swamp along the
Mikong - during 6 years we combed this swamp again and
again and finally very few red spots were still alive.

In the North the situation was quite different because the Vietminh

hed strong bases in the mountains and we had to control the Chinese
border through which weapons were infiltrated.

For our misfortune CHINA became a communist country in September 1949
and the first victim was the frontier line - our 4 battalions spreed
along the border were attacked at the beginning of 1950 by 14 Vietminh
battalions and thelr withdravel was a disaster - all our posts had to be

| glven up fram Leokay to Mankai.
To keep the delte safe General de lattire reorgani;ed the French
f‘dﬁcces in ordéf to have in féserve - | - 7
5 mobile groups each including 3 battalions
2 armoured groups e@ch of
1 M24 tank company and
2 mechanized infantry companies mounted in 3 track
2 navy assault groups of 12 landing crafts each making a total
of about 30,000 men.

In the meantime the number of Vietnamese Commandos were increased to

harass Vietminh with anti-guerrille forces. It was also decided to

hasten the bullding up of a Vietnamese Army.




In Januery 1951 the Vietminh attacked the delta with 5 divisions
(ebout 60,000 men) helped by 150,000 porters. After 2 weeks of tough
fights the delta was saved and the Vietminh suffered terrible losses
which were estimated to more than 20,000 killed. |

In October 1952 having recovered they launched their second large
scale offensive with 3 divisions and 1 independent regiment to conquer
the Thai Country. Our posts along the Red River were completely surprised
and to save the withdrawing posts the French command had to drop airborne
battalions. After different operations the Iaos was saved and the
Vietminh withdrew.

The last phase was marked by e permsnent Vietminh threat against
laos with large scale airborne operations to contain their offenslive.

The last battle is well known "Dien Bien Phu" 16,000 French including
chiefly Foreign Legion and Paratroops ageinst 50,000 Vietminb. After
4 months of continuous struggle the garrison was euhﬁersed’. under humen
wave attacks lsunched mainly by night from short distance supported by
heavy mortar fire. Only 76 men esceped to the hills.

After that in 1954 the Geneva Canference reached an sgreement on 2
partition basis.

There are hundreds of lessons to be learned from the Indochins War

but the most important certainly is to understand why the general tactics

applied in the South failed in the Northt
When the war started our forces were dispatched into posts of
company size to keep open our lines of communications and occupy points

of vitel importance such as bridges, maln villages and so on.




Fach Regiment or Battalion had an aeres of responsibility and many tovers
(held by a platoon) were built along the main roads or on the tactical
festures to increase the efficiency of the "quadrillage."

A very few units mainly axmored units were held in reserve to escort
convoys protect the attacked posts end take part in operations.

This organization had a good result in the South but in the North
our posts started to be attacked at the end of 1948 and in 1950 there
was no question of keeping towers of section slze - why?

It 1s very simple. In the North the guerrilla forces had reached at
the end of 1948 the strength of Company and Battalion-size and the
"quadrillage" could no longer be effective without being backed by strong
mobile forces. These forces were only organized in 1350 by General de
Isttre and it was too late.

There 1s no doubt that at & certain stage the use of units of
regimental size spending most of their time in fixed positions is the
best way to give guerrillas the ability to move in a large mree without
being detached and intercepted.

On the other hand border protection is essential to cut off the
rebellion from cutside and prevent all supplies but as I told you in 1949
we lost our posts on the Chinese border and all the ares including that
between the china frontier and the delta was in fact Vietminh.

Another characteristic of the Indochine War has been the lack of
information on Vietminh movements inside the delta which has enabled
them to keep elways the surprise effect and the local superiority. In
the first days of the rebellion the Vietminh sent into each villege




political commissars to keep & grip on the population and the formale
they employed was very simple: "Ruthless management of people.” By
that we mean the Vietminh were living among the peocple as "fishes live
under water" and they were obteining plenty of information ebout our
installations and movements as well as food, shelter and hiding places.
Civic action must be & characteristic feature of a subversive war end
psychological operations are of prime importance. We must not neglect
to win the hearts and minds of the population.
It wvas unfortunately an important factor which wes absolutely
forgotten in Indochina.
- Many journalists also said that we were impeded by cunbersame and
insdequate equipment. I don'f. believe it. The French and Vietminh
battalions had a very simile.r organization with mcri:a.rs » MG and i'ecoilleas
guns. It wes the tactics which were quite different because we alwvays
had the tendency to fight a conventional battle with the necessity to
stop at night. We must keep in mind that guerrilla tectics are unconventional:
- In the of:t’ensiva theyi select targets , concentrate sufficient

strength to ensure success of the operstion e.nd withdrawv

before we can react with a sufficient force.

In the defensive with the support of population they receive

early warnings which enable them to slip away in small groups.

In addition the guerrilla is light and travels fast. He makes

an ally of darkness and alweys turns terrain to his advantege.

Therefore our soldier must be perfectly accustomed to night fighting

and be eble to live several weeks eway from his permanent base. In the




field of employment of air forces, air support has been proved to be

essential in close support of ground forces but air reconnaissance gave

- very deceptive results.

A lsrge use has been made of transport aircraft to give the maximum
mobility to our forces according to the enemy threats.

I may say to conclude that this war was primarily an infantry war
and the European soldier had more to learn from the local soldier than
vice-versa.

AIGERIA

The Indochins war was Just over when on lst November 195L the
Algerian War started. It lasted nearly eight years (to the cease fire
agreement on 19th March 1962) end involved at one time 500,000 French
soldiers. |

Algéria. located between Morroco and Tunisia 1s alsc an immense
country (600 miles from East to West and 1,200 miles from North to South),
including meny types of terrain from the pleasant shore of the Mediterranean
Sea to the infinite horizons of the desert. A large proportion is
mountainous particularly in the Bast.

The populastion of Algeria is about 9 million people of which 1
million were Eurcpeans. The Moslems are split in two main groups Arabs
and Berbers.

There iz, contrary to what you find in Indochina, & good road network
throughout the country developed during the 130 years of French colonization.

Inside Algeria the FIN Forces werest the beginning about 30,000 men

split into parties from company to platoon size. They were & bit short




of armament and ammunitions but they were very well trained, highly
mobile and knew perfectly the country.

Outslde the country the FLN had 2 large armies organized on the same
type as the Ffench Army. They were about 30,000 in Tunisia and 10,000 in
Morocco. They were helped to the utmost by the Governments of Tunisia
and Morocco end had good infantry weapons including GPMG, bazookas and
recoiless guns.

Againgt this force the French Army conslsted as I told you at its
strongest of some 500,000 men including 4l "Regiments" of armor and ten
battelions of Foreign lLegion.

The FIN realized very quickly that they had no chance in attacking
our Garrisons or strong points and their favorite tactlcs were to ambush
our patrols or convoys particxila.rly on difficult roads. Their attacks
took place most of the time late in the afternoon in order to take
advantage of the darkness for their withdraval.

On the other hand to keep population under control they perpetréted
the vilest atrocltles and many people including women and children were
horribly mitilsted. I think you heard ebouwt MELOUZA in May 1957 where all
the males of the village, exactly 301 including boys, were butchered just
because the village was accused of having given some food to a French
patrol.

In the light of the experience gailned in Indochina, Algeris was
divided into 60 sections which in addition to the troops of the "quadrillaege"
had always got mobile units held in reediness. The units of the "quadrillage"

were expanding vigorously by day and night in the countryside and the




result was that the enemy lost little by little his mobility and his
capacity for assembling without being detected. In fact this orgenization
gave to our forces congiderable ambush capabilities which was increased

in 1959 by the creation in each sector of specia{ E}lt};g}z‘errilla cogma.qq.ps.

Those special units were built around a.n existing troop or company.
Their structure had nothing unusual: 1 HQ platoon and 3 rifle platoons
but the men all volunteers, all were physically and mentelly selected.

In sddition each cbommando included 8 good proportion of local recruits
having a perfect kmowledge of the country. They had only light srmament
with & high proportion of sub MG and long range radio sets. They lived
exaggly like the FIN normally moving by night to remgin undetec:ted. ‘They
made & fine job in conjunction with the heliborne trcaopsmwhich were
dropped on the likely lines ‘of withdrawal when a guerrilla concentration
had been located. ’

This tactic was very successful and the demand on light armored
units for escorting convoys decreased rapidly, consequently little by
little ﬁnits of thewé.rmor were Vimolired in'a. pacification roie. Our
mobility and fire power gave us advantage for patrolling and quick
intervention but I must say that we were very often short of Infantry
men but we could alwé.ys make use of the APC troops. I personally think
that at a certain ‘stage when the situation is developing well inter arms

units would be more useful because I knew many infantry units complained

~ about the lack of armored vehicles.

I told you that 2 large FIN armles were stationed outside AIGERIA
and in order not to make the same mistake as in INDOCHINA we have to

intercept very quickly all supplies from outside.
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In 1957 it was estimated by our intelligence that 1,500 men and 1,000
weapons & month wer:e crossing the barrage. It was quite impossible to
control 1,000 kus of border with troops only and in 1957 it vas decided
to build an electric barrier along the border. This "barrage" consisted
of 3 lines of high tension fencing 6 to 8 feet high - mines were laid
betveen every line of wire.

It was s considerable work and the East barrage with 500 kms length
was achieved by 5 engineer battalions in only 5 months to give you an idea:

more than 1,500 T of barbed wire were unrolled
300,000 poles were put in

30 square kms were leveled by bulldozaers

54 electric stations were constmated'

200 kus of blacktopped road were built

180 s of trails were built

This barrier was continually watched and checked by smell patrols
of Armor equipped with searchlights, observation planes, infantry radars
and artillery OP's. We used 6 "Regiments" of the Armor on the East
barrsge and 5 on the West barrage. |

In the rear area we had a tactical layout consisting of the posts
themselves and mtarvantion unite and artillery fire could be applied on
call all along the barrage.

The organization wessble to get through but we know thet no barrier
1s reelly impassable, therefore our tactics weres

to stop minor enemy attempts on the berrage itself with our
light armored units and artillexy fire.
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to canalize major crossings in order to start an immediate
mopping up operation with our mobile reserves as close to
the barrsge as possible.

Naturally all the crossings took place at night but these tactics
gave good results.

To give you an idea in the night of 28th April 1958 about 1,000 FIN
soldiers passed through the barrage. After 24 hours of hard fighting the
final result was:

on our side: 100 killed or wounded
on the enemy side: 600 killed and 300 captured most of them
wounded.

Another important factor was the requirement to exploit information
ag quickly as possible and whenever possible before night. In Indochina
we had realized how useful helilcopters could be b‘ut.we had just a few and
we missed them very much. |
| In Algeria it was different, we used sbout 600 helicopters to
g inorease the mobility of our troops. Helf of them were transport helicopters
. H3lL and H21, the other half liaison helicopters. We found that the most

| convenient size for a helicopter unit in small operathns was 8 to 10

aircraft. The basic unit called D.I.H. (Intervention Helicopter Detachment).
BEach detachment included: |
A flying commend post - generally an Aioette 1T
An armed helicopter to provide close support when landing. It
was a H34 equipped with a 50 caliber MG or a 20mm gun. I must

say that this cannon was much in favor and gave better results.




A trensportetion group including 6 to 8 helicopters.
A 1light observation plene called "“Broussard.”
Sometimes & logistic helicopter (Alouette II)

The armed helicopter provided e reliable but minimum fire support
neer the landing zone to neutralize ground fire but very often fighters
and even bombers were asked to sterilize the landing zone and neutralize
enemy strong polints.

The transportation group with 1ts 8 helicopters could 1ift half a
company in one go which was considered enough to deal with an enemy '
pending the arrival of the rest of the company. Every helicopter was
equipped with a H.F. set working to the ground forces and VHF set working
to the other hel;co;pters and the aviation. |

Tb keep the benefit of surprise and not tcioas‘e our speed of
reaction we found that the best compromise was to choose the embarking
area between 15 and 30 kme from objective. Thus §n1y one DIH (Helicopter
detechment) with a potentisl of 90 minutes could transport 3 compenies
without stopping the engihes. -

Helicopters were particulsrly useful in so called "sealing up"
operations. When enemy had been located the aim was to surround him fast
enough to prevent any element from escaping. |

The key points on the high ground were reached by helicopters while
other units were going to their destination carried on lorries. Recon-
naissance units were aleo particularly suiteble as regards their speed
mobility and fire power.

It would happen thet & gep would develop between 2 units, therefore a
airmobile reserve was always kept in readiness to be rushed lntc such a
gap a8 soon &8s the‘ flying CP bad noticed its existence. ..
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Of course the conditions in Algeria were perticularly suitable for
helicopter operations because:
there vas no air threat
the enemy had few AA weapons
the weather was pretty good 10 months out of 12

This explains why in 1959 for exsumple when our helicopters flew
100,000 kms only 35 of them were hlt, only 6 members of the crews were
wounded and none at all were killed.

Generslly one helicopter detachment was estationed in a zone
divisional area of responsibility including several sectors for many
months and so the crews as well as the ground units were quite well aware
of their respective capabilities and limitations.

The laét point I would like to develop is the vital necessity to
coubine the mobile striking force with psychologlcel actions.

It 1s obvious that guerrilla camot live without the good will snd
the support of the population, therefore, the fundamental elm must be the
 geperation of the guérrillas from the populetion.

The psychologlcal actions are infinite and I will only summerize
the most importent ones which kere applied successfully in Algeria.

The first step is certainly keeping the population informed. The
aim is to give publicity of militery operations in order to undermine
the guerrilla confidence in victory and to encourasge active participation
of the population sgainst terrorists. For this purpose we had in every
sector special teams including a doctor, French and M::slem nurses and

Moslem speskers which were giving in all the villages public speeches,
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medical support to the populetion and hygilene. The talks given by
insurgent who had changed thelr mind were also of excellent effect.
The second step is to have & close control of the population.

Therefore in each sector we issued & new identity card and we bullt up an

mostly by night enable the detection of uncontrolled elements.

! Resettlement and regroupment of population were also made but planning
of the programme has to be done very carefully and in detail. In ny
opinion it costs & lot of money and autometically leaves the empty zone
to the guerrilia.

The third step 1s to get the people tomroteet themselves. It is
certainly the most difficult step and it is useless to try till the
political agents responsible for the villege have been eliminated. We
had therefore in each sector an intelligence sectiﬁn which used to the
utmost ingurgents who have changed their mind for interrogetion of

captured persons. We found they were very useful for the detection of

~ political egents end hiding places. Thus in 1960 we had about 2,000
self protected villages. In addition to protecting their communities
the civil guard furnished intelligence and security to our forces.

To educate population at the villege level we drew the best men to
attend a genera.l orientsﬁion course on clvic action. Their task was to
advise, influence, indoctrinate end strengthen the political apparatus
but the end of the war in Algeria gave us not enough time to draw

accurate conclusions.

ik

accurate census of male population for every villege. Periodic checks







FRENCH ARMOR IN INDOCHINA
(19L5 - 195k)

In October 1945, the units of the French Expeditionary Force
landed again in Indochina, with the objective of rapidly reoccupying
the country. Lieutenant General LECLERG, who was in command, had
been the commanding general of the 2d French Armored Division in
19L4=U5. He employed the few armored vehicles he had in the same
classic way as he had previously done in France and Germany. On
February 5, 1946, all of southern Indochina was reoccupied. Then,
after the agreements with the Viet-Minh (March 6, 1946), the French
units landed in the north and rapidly seized control of the Tonkin
Delta.

Those first easy successes in a country where no armored vehicle
had ever moved before]; had created a misleading atmosphere of safety.
That was quickly confirmed when the hostilities were resumed by the
Viet Minh forces after December 19, 19L46. Road~bound, almost
everyday in regular convoy escorts, Armor units suffered several
serious misfortunes. With Marshal de Lattre in 1950 and the creation
of Armored groups and Amphibious groups, French Armor step-by-step
recovered a suitable role.

It seems interesting to cover this evolution, from thg classic
factors of the problem: terrain, means, enemy, missions to the

organization and tactics known at the end of that 9-year campaign.

lPr:‘.or to the Japanese occupation, however, a platoon of old obsolete
Renault-FT tanks, previously used during WWI ,was stationed in Hanoi.



MATERIALS

In Indochina, where one finds swamps and jungles, cultivated
plains and forest-covered platoons, open hills, and rocky mountains,
a large part of the country could not be crossed by any vehicle.
Roads and trails, poorly maintained during the war, had been
sabotaged by the Viet=Minh, rains made them slippery and often un-
trafficable during the 6-month monsoon season. The bridges still
intact were not suitable for wide, heavily armored vehicles. (For
crossing the Red River in Hanoi, tanks and half tracks had to be
loaded on flat cars rolling on the railroad of the Doumer Bridge.)

Nevertheless, with stubborn energy, Armor leaders strived to
find best secondary roads and cross-country possibilities. Routes,
crossing points, and trafficable areas were put into files in every
sector according to seasonal variations. At the price of much
weariness and effort, the different armored units were able to find
again the necessary area for maneuver, even bringing the fight across
flooded rice fields or swamps, according to vehicles employed. Soon,
only rugged jungle areas remained impenetrable.

French armor had landed in 1945 with US vehicles used during
World War II (Armored Car M8, Scout Car M3, Half Track M3, Light
Tank M5, Howitzer M?, some other .amor"régiments”were equipped with
British vehicles (Armored Car Coventry and Scout Car Number) or even
with out-of-date Fremch armored cars (Panhard 1939). Their qualities
and defects are well known, but French industries destroyed during the

War were still unable to provide better. These vehicles were very

useful for all the missions dealing with road security and even intervention.
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As early as 1948, French armor, looking eagerly for crosscountry
mobility, organized its first amphibious units and tested them in the
Plain of Reeds (Mekong Delta). The new materials, Cargo Carrier M99C
(nicknamed "Crab") and LVT L4 or LA (so called "Alligator®) were not
designed for such an intensive use in muddy areas; the first one was
a US cargo vehicle, without armor, to be employed in icy Alaska; the
second was an armored personnel carrier used for ship=-to=-shore
landings in the Pacific duriﬁg World War II. The first results were
disappointing, but quickly the leaders found suitable tactics and the
crews became skillful technicians, while the vehicles received more
suitable weapons and armored vehicles for gunners (on the LVT's were
mounted two caliber .50 and two caliber .30 machineguns and even
sometimes an automatic BOFORS LO-mm gun).

The possibilities presented by the dense network of rivers and
ca.nals,vpointed toward the use of river boats. The French Navy
organized early in 1945 its "DINASSAUT," composed with LCI, LCM, and
LCVT,2 French armor embarked on lighter boats able to go upstream in
narrow and shallow "rachs" at the pursuit of enemy sampans. These
boats ran up to 8 meters or 10 meters long; proceeding at 10 knots,
and equipped with three machineguns and a grenade launcher, these
armored motor boats were operated by five crewmen.

The first M5 tanks were replaced in 1950-51 by M2L light tanks,
US built also; their low ground pressure (less than 10 P.S.I.) was
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the most appreciated characteristic. Light, fast, reliable, well
equipped, this tank could be driven everywhere during the dry
season and used even across flooded rice fields. It was also air
transportable in separate component loads for lack of airfield and
aircraft of sufficient size (i.e., 82 loads airlifted by two
Bristol and three C-U47 airplanes) so that a company with ten M2l
tanks was air transported and rebuilt in Dien Bien Phu, and also a
platoon with five M2l tanks in Luang-Prabang (Laos).

At last, it must be noticed the creation of one regiment
equipped wiith heavy M36 tank destroyers able to counteract eventually
the threat of Chines® Communist armor in 1952. Also to prevent that
threat in 1951, Marshal de Lattre had ordered the construction of a
fortified line around the Tonkin Delta. In fact, these tank
destroyers equipped with a 90-mm gun and broad tracks were used for
supporting infantry units.

From the very beginning, the Viet Minh adjusted their antitank
tactics to oppose French armored units . Among employed devices,
mines‘ were largely placed ahead with 85 percent of damaged or
destroyed armored vehicles. Their variety was immense, from the
unexploded and locally recovered aircraft-bomb to the China-built
antitank mine; generally the enemy manually detonated them when
armored vehicles passed. Fortunately the tank hulls often resisted
the blast, an?éfter some time, the maintenance mechanics were able to
repair damage.

Acting as guerrillas, the Viet Minh could not burden its units
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with a too heavy antitank armament without taking the risk of a
reduced mobility for its battalions. Its portable antitank wWeapons
(75-mm and 57-mm recoilless rifle - S.K.Z.3 - Bazooka) can be
credited for a low percentage of destroyed armored vehicles; in fact,
often destroyed, after immobilization, by a direct assault led by
Viet Minh soldiers carrying explosives, charges or "Moltov Cocktails.!

The Viet Minh, requisitioning local civilian manpower, built
vehicle obstacles on all routes--ditches, walls, barricades, etc.,
often combined with mines or boobytraps. In Tonkin, for example,
many villages were encircled with a 6-foot high earth wall; and
sometimes the access across rice fields was forbidden by actual
antitank ditches running on several hundred meters. Despite the
willingness and stamina of the leaders it was often very difficult to
pass through 'and,only after excessive and time-wasting efforts.
(French armor had no tank-dozers and no mobile bridging equipment,
such as armored vehicle launching bridge. )

The Viet Minh tactics, dealing with antitank defense, mainly
laid on ambushes, always with similar planning: to stop the convoy
in a narrow or rugged passage, then yafter an intensive and violent
fire support, to launch a quick assault. The best parry obviously
consisted of thwarting this ambush, which was difficult to succeed with
such a master in concealment as this enemy. Every leader of a
surprised unit also had orders for keeping his mobility, at any price.
An armored vehicle stopped and isolated iri an ambush is a blind and
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MISSIONS:

harmless prey easy to destroy for a daring enemy. Unfortunately, the
indispensable and regular missions imposed on armor units did not
always allow them to counteract the Viet Minh assaults nor avoid
bloody misfortune s(convoy of DALAT March 1, 19L8).

- After the rapid reoccupation of Indochina by mobile columns
exploiting along roads, it was necessary to understand that the
struggle extended all over the country, often far from the roads;
however, those communication lines remained vital for liaisons and
supplies, with the lack of airfield facilities and a sufficient number
of aircraft.

Therefore, French armor had to assume the protection of roads,
rivers, and even, railroads. On roads, the integrity of the route
had to be checked before the daily or periodical traffic of vehicles
or convoys; then it was responsible for the traffic security while
patrolling or escorting convoys themselves.

The mission was similar on rivers, especially on the Saigon River,
from the port down to the sea. On all important rivers, armored
motor boats were employed either in separate platoons (6 boats) or in
separate troops (3 platoons) and they were quickly driven up to the
smallest tributaries.

On railroads, the main bridges were under the protection of small
posts, French armor had to provide crews for armored trains escorting
the "Rafales” (wind blast) composed of two or three trains, following
each other, once a week, on the different sections from Saigon to Nha
frang, from Tourane to Hue and Dong Ha, and from Hai-Phong to Hanoi.
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ZVOLUTION OF

Besides that essential mission, armored units were called for
interventions, as fire brigades running toward a blazing fire, by
day and by night, to help attacked posts or units pinned down in an
ambush, the armored platoons started to remove their harassed friends.
Such interventions became more and more hazardous because of the Viet Minh
who were aware of these reactions and provoked them attacking far posts
in order to ambush intervening platf;ons. |

Infantry battalions also requested armor support against an enemy
who was becoming better trained, and a very close cooperation between
Infantry and Armor became the rule; but dispersion of units along
roads, lack of strength and poor crosscountry mobility of wheeled
vehicles restricted the benefit of such combined operations. Moving at
the samespeed as foot infantrymen, or assuming monotonous "bouclages™
(blocking lines), armored units conmsumed their potential without any

real benefit.

ORGANIZATION: The first "armored groups” (sous grougments blindés or GB) were

organized only in 1951, with their own attached infantry. Under the
command of a small armored HQ, these armored groups included one
company of M2L tanks (L sections, with 3 tanks and 2 half tracks) and
two mechanized infantry companies on half tracks. The effectiveness
of that formula was rapidly confirmed during the operations of Hoa Binh
(Nov 1951 - Feb 1952)‘ and Phu-To (Oct - Nov 1952).

Simultaneously were created "Reconnaissance Groups® (groupes d!
Escadrons de Reconnaissance or G. E, R. ) composed of one M2l tank
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company, one armored car troop (3 platoons, with 5 M8 armored cars
and 1 platoon with 3 M8 howitzer) and one or two companies of
"suppletifs” (indigenous forces).

It is essential to avoid any confusion between those units
pertaining to armor and the mobile groups (grouﬁhents mobilesp or
G.M.) which were created at the same period and were composed of
three infantry battalions (mounted on tracks), supported by one towed
artillery group (105-mm) and one platoon of three M2l tanks (seldom
by one tank company, such as the GM 100, for example.)

At the same time amphibious units were employed to a greater extent.
Two groups, each composed of two companies of "crabs” were created,
soon reinforced by two "alligators” platoons carrying one company of
suppletifs” and able to operate where the "crabs” were stopped by
the impenetrable terrain or the enemy fire. They were intensively and
successfully employed in the Plain of Reeds and in the area around
Nam Dinh (Tonkin).

The organization of theée armored and amphibious groups allowed
Frewch armor to regain its own momentum. However, very often it was
still nécessary to attach an infantry battalion to those units,
because of the proportion of personnel that did not permit enough
dismounted soldiers to search villages. In fact, it was impossible
to request more officers and enlisted men from armor. By this time
ﬁnderhthe impulse of Marshal de Lattre, the young Vietnamese, Laotian
and Cambodian armies had begun their build up. French armor which used

8
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many locally enlisted crewmen since 1948 (often, more than 50 percent)
had not only to train the first armored Vietnamese troops (and the
Laotian and Cambodian troops) but to cfeate one infantry battalion
for the national armies from each of its“régiments:' At the end of
1948, after that crisis of personnel and the first lessons of these
experiments, the following structures were adopted:

1. Armored Group, which is composed mainly of one M2 tank
company (L platoons with L tanks) and three companies of truck-
mounted infantry (L4 platoons plus one support platoon). This group
also had one mechanized infantry company (L4 platoons with 4 half
tracks) and one 8l~mm mortar platoon, mounted on half tracks. This
unit was under the command of a HQ well provided with communications
means and able to control several attached units.

2. Amphibious Group, wiith an amphibious mobile HQ, which

included two HQ for subgroups permitting the "tailoring! of the
following units:

=2 Ycrab" companies (each with 33 crabs and 3 platoons).

=3 #alligator® troops (each with 11 LVT's, 3 of them
with 75~mm howitzers, and carrying 3 infantry platoons).

-1l regimental support platoon with six 75-mm howitzer LVT!s,

At the end of that evolution, French Armor recovered armored

units able to engage by thansel‘ves the enemy with effectiveness. The
Viet Minh had many bitter experiences {Camargue, Mouette, Gerfaut,
Auvergne operations), and on July 20, 195L, at the cease fire time
there were four armored groups and two amphibious groups (plus three
G.E.R. and sixx other amored“rég:‘.ments.”}
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TACTICAL Split between the necessity of supporting infantry and the
EMPLOYMENT:
desire of its own maneuver with all its means concentrated in a
strike force, French Armor, after 9 years on the battlefields, was
able to reach some pamticular tactical conclusiong,

If a tank platoon could be temporarily attached to some infantry
units, the troop was only ablé to have the necessary firepower and
mobility to lead the fight at its own momentum facing a battalion
strength enemy. The indispensable flexibility for maneuver was easier
with the quaternary articulation within the units; and the changing
of combat formations was offc,en achieved in direct sight without any
problems of communication between these well-trained crews,

The best infantry-armor balance has been revealed to be, in
that particular theater of operation, one infantry battalion for one
tank company. By the lack of available armored personnel carriers
except half tracks, the mobility for infantry was obtained in the
field by the transport of infantrymen on the rear deck of tanks. The
cohesion obtained within armored or amphibious groups was excellent,
because of the origin of the personnel, all from armor. mére were
no problems for communication or for coordinated and quick
maneuvers, and furthermore, no problems of unity of command.

The various tactics used :'Ln different regions have been fitted
to the different materials and to the seasonal changes of weather.
They have varied also according to the enemy and the personalities of
leaders, so that the obstacles of terrain were reduced and it was

10 -
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even frequent to see armored units in night fighting. Opposed to an
enemy acting by night, which is a permanent characteristic of
insurgency warfare, French armored units became well trained for

quick and violent night interventions and several times under favorable
occagions the Viet Minh were severely defeated; for example, Thien-Ko
Tonkin July 18, 195h6.

Beginning the Indochina campaign with armored regiments similar
to those which had fought in Europe during World War II, French armor
reached 1954 with units organized on very different concepts, but
suitable for those particular conditions. When the cease fire was
implemented, that evolution was still considered as insufficient.
Despite terrain, various threats, and increasingly necessary support
for infantry, the need for units fitted for the missions of cavalry was

generally felt by everybody.
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(2945 - 1954) |

~ In October 1915, the wnits of the Fremch Expeditiomary Perce landed

‘again in Indochima, with the objective of repidly recccupying the coumtry,

nmtmmm,mmum,mmmcm
mmotthemmmmmmmm~hs. Hooqnq-dﬂu

: fmmmmummmmaquuummm

mmrmmuerw mws.m,mofnnthlmlhdo-
chimmrmema. Then, after the agreements with the Vieb-Mnh |
(March 6, m;.mmnmummmmmmmm :
'»mmxetmrmmu.wA | '
moufimtawmm:m.muhn‘mmmmle
‘Memmumlm“mammmn«uaw.

_mstmsquicklyoedimdmmmmuumnmmdhym

Viet Muh forces after Mer 19, 191:6. Raad-homd, mmt ewmw
,inregulnrounvoyem.mmumm'mrﬂumnh
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 Rensult-FT tanks proviously used during WI vas statiomed in Famol.




‘mmm' |

| In Indochina, imerek one finds svamps and jun:les, cultivated plains

and forest=covered ‘Iﬂ;ateaus\, open' hills » and rocky mountains, a Larg L

part of the country could no’t, be crossed by any vehicle. Roads and tmils,

poorly meintained durin: the war, haa been sabotared Ly the enemy; rains

- made them slippery and often mtmfficable during the MONSOON 5€aSon. R

~ The brid €8 stlll intact .mm noh suitaule for wide, heav:u,y armred

o vehicles. (Por crossin: 4&he Red fdver in Eano:., tanks and half tracka

bad to be loaded on £lat cars rull;m, on the railroad of the Dowmer Eridge. )3- |
Yevertheless, with stu*bbom energy, Armor lecaders strived to i‘ind :

basu secandary roads and cmzs-—coun‘bry possibilities. wutes., crossing s

points and nrai‘iz.caable areas wc,re put into files in every sector accox'éﬁng ‘

' to seasonal variations. At the pmce of much weariness and ei‘farh, the

dii‘ferent armored units were able to find ajain the necessary area for
mancuver, even brinsing the fic}rb across flooded rice paddies or s *'wamps,

accordinz to vehicles employed, mm, only z'u.rrg,ed ;unule areas remained
7 irzpenetmble.

' '}ATBP.IEIS

I.and:!.nfr in 1945 with US whi.clea used Quring Vorld Var IT' (Amred

Car 1B - Scout Cax 1D = Half Track 10 - Light Tank IE - Hovitzer 10), French'

‘Armor equipped its new "re«imnta" with B:J.tish vehic:les (Armred Car .

COVENTRY and Scout Car HU!BER) or even with out-of-date French armored

cars (PAIMARD 1939). Their qualities and defects are well lmown, but

French indus{;rles destiwoyad during the Var were still unable ’oo pmvid_é
better, These vehloles vere very usoful and appreciated for all the




o'.ult- also; i&w'r lcx sround pmsam ﬂess than 10 P.&.-.I) wag the

most a.nprem.ated c“m*acterls tic = lia:ht, fagt, reliable, nell equipped,

this ta.nr could be driven everywhere dm‘in, the dry season and uaed |

‘even across flooded rice p&ddies. th was also air tz-mspor't.able, in

semmte loads, for lacL of airi‘ield and ammmf-b of ouﬁiuient siue

‘ (i.e. 82 1oaus a.x,rlif*hcd by 2 BRISTCL and 3 DCe3 DAKOTA a;r‘pl&nes) s0

that a conpany xTi'bh lO 1-2& tanka was aiz' tmnsported and rebuil‘b in ‘

Dlen Bien Pu, and a.Lso a pLauocn with 5 I'I-.‘«Zl; tanls in Imn‘*-r'mban (Lacs).
At last, it must be noticed the creation of one "we»'imnt" equ.iypea

m.th heavy 75—36 tanlc-deﬁtmyers, able to cazm‘oemct eventual);y the threat

Cku.nese Armor in 1952, (Alao to prevent that threat in 1951, zvnmcmz. -
e Iattre had oﬁe 'ed the constmtion of Py forbii’ied line arnum me

Tom:zn delta). ~In fact, these uﬁn-,{s . equ:.ppea with a 90-m n and
bmad tracks, 5 mre userl for- sunporb:m‘, infanbxv :mits.‘

 nmy

From the very be';};mmg s the ‘Viét Mnh ad,;’méted antifam:a tactics
to op"bsa French amored\ units. 'ﬂms were lar ’ely classed ahead
amon enployed devicea, with &5» of da;:a*ed or deatroyed armoc d '

' Vehicles.' "’heir variety was i.mnmme, from the mzexploded and locally
R recovered al:' bumb to the bkﬁm-bw.lt classic ant:s.tank mme; "enemny

. the enexy detomted them wheu armored vehicles passed. I‘ortumte]y

the tank hulls oi‘ten resisted the blﬂst, and &f‘te“ some time, tha
‘mintemnce nechanics vere able to repaxr dam."es.
Acting as :vuerrillas‘ the ’Jiet Hinh could mt burden i'bs uwas with




a too heavy antitari armament withoub taking the risk of a reduwced
@ability for its i‘)a't,taiiws . :I‘bs portable antitank x-*aum (’FS#rn*a ;
‘and U7mm recoilless un - S.K.u. - BazookaS) cen be credited for
& low 'Jcrcentn e of destmyved armored vehicles; in fact, offtten dest.royed,
- alber immobilization, by a‘ d:.rect assanlt led by Viet 1Enh soldiers |
| carrying explosives, cbarwés or "*bltov Cocktails." B
, The "..eb ltnh, 3 qui.aitionin*f 1oca.l civilian manpower, built
obstaclas on all routes = ditches, ualls, harricaf‘ s, etc...oftcn o
‘corbined szith mines or booby traps. In kain, for c:ample, mny ”
villa~es were encircled Tu‘hh a 6~f00‘b hiah earth wally and somt«irnes, .
) the access across rice mddiea vas 1 orbidden by actual antitank Qitbheﬂ
rwmin” on several hundred mtcrs. Despite the .ﬁ.llin mess and |
| | stamim of the leaders it. m oi‘ten very difi‘icult to pass throu,;h ‘
‘am only after c:iuc$olvc a.nd 'bim-uastinc, eiicrts. (French Armr, had *  X
‘no tank-dozers and no AVIB). ' - | | ' .
The Viet iinh tactics, deal.,ng; ;di;rh antitank defense, My |
laid on ambusheé s alt»:ays‘ with simmplaxmnz’ o stop tho cotwcy
~ ina narven or rused nassaw, uzm after an intonsive arxi molerm |
) - i’.:.re-support to Emh a Quick assaul’b. The best parry ohvicusly ﬁon- :
hed o.'f thvarting tb:}.s animsh, T,:hich vas d.i' iculh to succeed uith |
suck a mastor in concealuent aa this enew. Every leador of a sux-pmsw g
 wnit also hed orders for keepin; his mobility, at any price. An yarm};ea 7

3 veKad s "'Sung: rhon Ciat (Viet I‘ﬁnh recoilless wun).
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vehicle stoppc& and iaolated :Ln an ambush is a bl:.nd and harmless prey
easy to ues-hroy for & darinz ene"w. !Jn.fortmmtely the indisyensable

| 'ard re: *ular ms sions imposed on Armor mits did not alvays allow them
to cmmtemut the Viet }h;nh assaults nor to e.voia blooc{y ms.t‘orhmes _
(convoy of DAIAT March 1, 19246) |

| MssIan

: After the mgid *ﬁoc\,upatmn oi‘ Irndoching by mobile mluma e:»:plm t:m
'alonf rogs, it was nece saary to m:xderbtand that the s‘oru( ¢1e ex’{)enaed
| all over the country, often far fron the roads, hovever, those cmm\.amon

‘J.inc., rvemained vital for liaisons and aupplics s ith the lack of a,w"ielu

o J.ac:.hties «ntl a oa.i‘i‘n.cianh number of aircralts. .

‘I’herefora, ¥ ‘cnc“z Az'mo had to assume the vmteutn.on of roads, ‘Lvefs

: :am, evux:s, :c-ailmaas. in roads tdxe in‘&egrity of the route ha.d to be « checked e

vefore the dail;r or perioaical tmfi‘ic of vchicles or Lmvoys' then :Lt wag
xsponsible for the tm"i‘io sccurity while pat mllfm or eucortmﬂ' cmvoys
‘themselves. 7 7 b | ,
| . The m:.ssion uas similar on rivers, eapecially on the ‘:az.“'on River,
from th?é:ort dmm 'bo thc sea.r ﬂn all 3.tfxpo.manb Tivers those amomd
| fmtov‘boats were emloyca c:.ther in separate platoons (6 ooats) ar in
‘,'sexmmte ‘brooos (, phtaons) and t.hey sf:em qul. ckly drivm up to the
f'*iillcst tribn’oasﬁ €8
Cn m;.lroads, the ma:zn b ridgas of which were umer the protection

’ of anall pouta, i‘rcnch Awior had to pmvide crevs for armored trains |

o cscortin,_, the ""tai‘ales“ (.:rind blast) com;nsed of or 3 tm‘ina, folloz-rinsz v




each other, once a week, an the da_i‘*"cmnt oCbt.LODu from Sairon to Kha
: ‘I‘ranfg, from Tourane to liue and Dony Ha, and imm IKai-—Phong tc Ihno:x..
, Jesides that ‘essential mission, armoved tmits were ca.lled ;.or
interventiom, as "‘:Lre brd. rades ruming toward a blaum* i‘ire, by day
and by nismht, w hclw attacked posts or am.us plmed dovn in en ambush,

the um“cd Flatoonu started ’oo rescue their harassed :t‘menda ‘Such

= therventiom became mm and mre haz.amous becau.,e of the Viet Mth

who was aware of these reac:tions, and provoked them attacking far
por-‘b., in order to a}’ZlDu-ah mterveninp platoons.
Infantry battalions also claimd armor support ajainst an enmw

~ who was beccmn bei, ter trained, and a very close cooporatinn between

o Iman‘axy and Amor became the rule; but, diSpers:wn of units alons roads,

' lack of stm*ﬁh and poor cross-country mbility of wheeled vehicles

: "ewricted the benefit of s.ch combined omm‘mmﬁ fbv:mg at the same
speed as foata in‘antrumxen, or asswing nmotonoua "bomlmes" (blochmu
lines), amored units consmned their pctentml without any reel benef*t,. )
EVOWION 0.3 G‘MIZATI@I

The 2 first "Armored groups" (soua' groupements blindes or 0B) were

‘organized only in 1951, witb thezr own attached infaxrtry. nder ‘the S ‘

command of a amall amred HQ, these armored sroups included one |
conqzany of L tanks (h sactmns, with 3 tanks and half trﬁcks) and.
2 mechanized infantyy companies on half tracks. The effectmmss of

' that fonmﬂ.a wes rapidly confirmed during the operaﬁmns of Hoa Binh
(Nov 1951 « Feb 1952) and PhueTo (Oct = Nov 1952). o

omu’ltaneously were created "heconnaissmce Gmms" ('rmupe,s ar




Bscaurons ae . ecénnalsaame or Ge Eu R.) composed of one 2L tank compamr,
one armored car troop (3 pla‘c.oon», with 5 B armred cars and one .
platoon with three M0 hmvitzer) and one or two congmxics of "suppletz_fs"
(:x.ndl”enous foz'ceu). . .
It is es ent:al to avoid any ccmusxon betmzcn these units 'vertaim.nu

"‘1;0 Armr and the mobile ; roups (: ﬂ'(nxpements mnb:i.les or (.uu. Jhlch were |
c“eated at the same pemoa and werc composed ol 3 ini‘antry battalims
(muxrbed an trucks) 5 suppox’ted by one towed artlllery z-oup (105-m)
and by one platoon of three wﬁh tanks (seldom by onc tanic company, susi:
Was the GU 1OQ, i‘m e:.:tauple.) %

At the same time anphibious wnits vere more anc! more ertgnloyedh 'ieo
. roups, each composed of two campanies oi "crabs! were created, saon o
f,-’_’"""re:.nforceﬁ '-by‘ ‘bﬂO “alligators" platocm carzm W > compeny of
"~upplem.£a‘ and able ‘ho operate where the "crans“ ere stopped by

the impenetrable uewram cr the epeny fire. They were mten&ive]y md

, succe..asfully C’nplofed in the Pla.m of .ecds axzd in the area around Narq W

Dinh (Tonicin)e

~ The ort:aniaation oi‘ theae a.momd and a.rghibiov.s groups allomd

. Fremh Armor to rewain '?.ts mm mrmmtwuL Hmevev-, very often it was

| ,'st-ﬁl necessaz';y to attach an infant Ly battalion to 'blme units, oe ceuse
of the pmport;:!om or permxel that daid not pemit enouch dismounted
. soldiers to search vxllawes‘ In i‘act, it was impossible to request
“mom o;rficem and enlisted men from Armor. By this time, under the

‘ ;mpulse of Ihmcm c%e I.attre, the young Vietmmse, Laotian aﬁd

o )‘Jﬁr Regiment de Chasseurs et 1sr Regiment Dtranger de Cavalerie
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(,axrbodmn armea had besun thelr build up. French .:smr ichich used

nany 1oca11y enlisted crewren since 1948 (often, more than 50%) had not
- on]y o tm:m the first rive Armred Viehmmue troops (and the Laotian '
and Cam.an troops) but to create one infantry battalion for the |

mtima.l armies from cach of its e,;z.mnts. At the end of 1948,

a,f.'ter that cra,aia of persomel and the i:.rs'b lessons of those

e,xpe:ﬂmnts, the follwmu stmctures were adopbedz

1. md Group = muﬂy composed of one mb tank company

‘(b platoom with L tanks) and 3 companies of truck munted Anfantry
(b pla’mons plu.s one support platoon). They also had one ‘mechardzed
~ ipfantry company (b platoons with L half tracks) and one 81-m mrbax-
 platoon, nounted on balf tracks. This unlt wes under the coma.ud of
a HQ well ymosriﬂea m.th rommnicatiom mesns and able to cantrol savemi .
attached units. S | Yo
| 2. M ibious Groups - "ith an anphibious mobile H!.z, it 'i;icluded
2 Hy for Sub Groups permitting the “tailo"inu“ of ‘the following units: |
-2 ““mbs" conpanies (ea.ch With 33 “cmbs" and 3 plntoons).
-3 "alli rators" troops (each with ll LV'L‘s, 3 aof them with
T5-m hwitzex', and carr;ying 3 infant.xy platoons). ‘
=l re'rimntal support plntocm with 6 :‘S—m hmitaer - LVTs.
- At the end of thnt evolution, French Armr recovered armpred units
| :‘able to engase by thaaselves the enew with effcctiveneas. The Viet
- Hinh had wany bitter experiences {(Camarpue, Youette, Serfaut, Auvergxe
. ‘opemtlons), and on July 20, 195}4, at the cease fire time there were .
“;h amomd groups ami 2 amphibim grcmps (plus 3 G. E. Re. and 6 other




armored "regimento,

TACYICAL £ IZPIOY*EN‘L .
| oplit between the mnesaity of suppox-bim» infantry and the desive
- of :.t.s oun mneuve: x*ith all its neans concent.mted in a stm.ke fors.c,
| Iircnch Amor daving 9 years on the battlei‘ields has had meny o pportunities
of reac hing some nartic ula.r tactical conclus:mns. \ |

I the tank plaboon coald be temporarily attached to some *nfantr;,r
‘um.us, t.h.c Lroop uas only &ble o have the neces»am iimpo«*er and
mbzll{;y to lcad the firht at its own mmntmn facin: a battalion o
stren;th ene*m/. ’_"he Lnuispemable flexibility i‘m mneavet’ was easier
h the (uaae macy articulation uthin the umt, and che chanidng of

f combat formtions vias often a.vh.ievoa in direct si,zht without a.n;r rmblems
of comunieatlona betueen those well trajned crer:s. ,

- “The best. Infa.ntxy hrmor proportion has been revealed to be, in
that particular Opemtlon theat.er one infantv'y battalion for one tank
’company By the lack of available AP C. except half tracks, the mobility
- for infantry was obba.:x.ned in the iield by tne transport ol infan%xy-uen 4
. on the rear deck of tan{cs. Tha cohesion obtained within armored or

‘7 am;iﬁ.bious roupe was emellent » because af t.he orz.gin of the peraonnel,
B all from Armor :::ithout amr pmblem of un:l.ty of cmmnu, there mm w
‘more problema for commmication or for coordinated and ‘uic,k meneuvers.

‘I‘Iw various tactice used in different rozioms have been fitted to ‘

the different materiels and to the ceasonal changes of veather. They
"have varied also acuordin“ to the enaw and the persanlities of leaders, 8o
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that the obsmlec of terrain were reduced and it was even frequent
‘boueM\mits iﬁ‘ﬂghtfi@t:\ng.‘@ppmdtammuﬂ.ng :

bw night (utﬂ.eh is a permenent charecteristic of murgemyw)

-rmma,mummtmtwqwmwmm

© intervntions and several tims under favorable occasloms the Vist |
' Mizh was severely dafeated"ﬂoémmphwi'm July 18, 195&);
| 'mmmmmwzwmmmwmnr
ummmrmmwmwn,mnunnmumd

1954 with unite orynizad cnwzy differemt concepts, but suitable for :

thoaeparticuhrcuditim. Mtheceuoﬁnhsppmd,unt
avuluﬁcn was ptill cm as insufficient. Dﬁpita t‘emin,
Avarions mu,wmmmummmrtfor mmu—y,

medformiu ﬁtmtwmmmdamqmgmmjyfﬂt '

’w mM




" In Indochins, where one finds swamps and jungles, cultivated
plains and forestecovered platoons, open hills, and rocky mountains,

’almpmvofﬂmcomwywﬂd\mtbecmaedbymm.

Roads and trails, poorly maintained during the war, had been

sabotaged by the Viet-Minh, rains mede theu slippery and often un-
fﬁ;ufficahle during the Gemonth monsoocn season. The bridges still

intact were not suita‘bh fur wide, hnavil.f amoz-ed vehicles. (For
cyossing t&maadaivormﬁwai, tanks and half tracks had to be

,‘;mdmﬂatcmmnmgmmermaof theBomarBridge)

- Hevertheless, with amhbarn energy, Armor leaders strived to

| , ﬁ.nd best aecondary made and m;z-comtry poas:.bilit.ies, Rautes,

waasingpmm, a Wﬁcﬁammmmﬁi&w ﬁlnaiaevary

aector according to ssasonal vmﬁm. M. ﬂ:e price of much

wearineas and ei‘forb, the di.tforant amored wilte were able to ﬁ.m
again the mcessary ax'aa for maneum, sven br_’m@.ng the ﬁgxt across

lﬂooded rice fields or HLPE, accord,'mg to wlﬂ.clas éz’tployad. Saon,
.'Wﬂ?%wiuualearmmmtmbh

Wmmmmwwnmmnmmmw

quldwar IX (Ammored Car M8, Scout Carlﬁ, Half Tm:k!ﬁ, Light
1 Tank MS, Howltser £=58) same oma' armor m‘gimnts were equipped tdﬂx

British vehicles (mmd Car ccmntry and Scout Car mmbar) or mn o
with aut-nr-datn Freach amvored cars (Panhard 1939)+ ﬁwir qualities

. anddefect mwelllmmm, mtmmm&smmm

War were atill mablg W prarvida better, Thess vehicles were very
useful for all the miasims dealing with road security and even interventicn,
T : . 2 . L :




As sarly as 1948, French amor, looking eagerly for crosscmmtzy
mobility, orpanised $ts first emhibious wits and tested them in the
Plain of Reeds (Mekong Delta). The new materials, Cargo Carrier WG
{nicknamed "Lrab") and mn' ki or hA {s0 called "Alllgator“) were not
chsimed ior alch an inbanaiﬂ use in muddy areas; the first one was o
. ‘ans cargo whicle, without armor, to be employed in icy daaka, the
aecond wag an armored persomnel carrior used for alup-to-shore
. landings in the Pacific during Warldl?&ir II. The first results wem
"’diaawoﬁ.‘nting, but quickly the lewx-a found suitsble tactics and t.he’.
crews beocame akillml technicians, while the veliicles received more
suitable wenpone and armored vshicles for gumers (on the LW'& were
omted two caliber .50 mdixmcaliher .chlmzegmamdeven
‘smmmmmuﬁc Bomhﬂ-mgm) Reo
~ The poaaibmtha prescnted by the dense net;mﬁ: of x'ivera a.nd s
canala, pointed toward the use of mmr bosts. The Fremch Navy
a ot'gamlnd ml;r in 1945 ite "MINASSAUT," mom;ﬁ.th 1CI, I&ﬁ. and
1ovr,” French amor enmbarked on Lighter bests able to go wstrean in
'inarrow and shallow "racbz" a‘b ﬂza puwrsuit of enemy sam;:ans. 'maae

wu ran vqi, Lo 8 m«m or 10 meters lung; proceeding at 10 knota,

andoqu:lppedwlth three machinegms and a grenadelamoher, these
arm wred motor boats wro operated by five crewmen,
| merm‘smmmzmmws&ﬂbymn@tm,'
us bnﬂt alao, their Jow ground pressure maa than 10 P.S.I.) was
3
2, NASSAUT - Diviston Havale d'Assaule Hiorekowm :
I, Lm, LGVP: Us Navy dcs:!mat:.ma for mall lmﬁing veaaels




 the mosl appreciated characteristic. Light, fast, relisble, well
~aqﬁippad,‘ this tank could be driven everydﬁere during the dry

sman and used even across flooded ricc fieldn It was alse air

v.tranmortahle in separate camponent laads for lack of airfield and

alreraft of .mrticisnt size (1.e., 32 loads airlifted by two

~ Briatol and un-ee c-h’i’ aim‘lanes) 80 that a t.ompanw with ten m

tanks was air transportad snd rebuilt in Dien Bien Phu, and alao a
platoon with fivs MZ& tanks in Luang-?mbang (Laos).

At last, it rust be noticed the creation of one re@mat
equipped ui‘bh heavy 1436 ‘bank deabroyers able to cmtemt e‘rentually

) ~ the threat of Chrinest Cammnist amer in 1952. Also o prevent that
- ‘bhreat in 1951, Marshal de Lattre had or&xred the construction of a
| ierux-uﬂea li.ne around the Tonkin Delta. :tn sam., these tank |
daamma equlpped Mth 2 y0-m gun and boad tmcka were used for

mpparhing infantry units.

fraa the wry be@.nm.ng, ﬁ:s Vieﬁ Kinh ad.justed ’bhm.r antitank L

tactics to Oppoae Fm amamd mu . wnmg Om dcﬁc”’ E L

~mines were largely placeﬁ ahc&d wlth 85 percent of dmagad or

destroyed am'e& ?ehic:l.aa. naair variety was imenaa, fm the

| unexploded and 1ocally recovered alrcraft-basb to the Chtna-built
".ﬁHta.nk ‘mine; generally the enemy mmually detomted ‘them When

-”“axmared vehicles passed. Fortunately the tanP hzm.s often read.ated

| tha blast, andaftor some time, tha minbmame mechanica were able o

S Acting as gnerrillan, the Viat Hmh could not burdan its units




. with a t0o hoavy antdtank armament withou’r. taking the risk of &

 reduced mobility for its batt.a.lions. Its pgrtalile antitank Weapons
(75~m and 57-um recoilless rifle - u.x.z. - Bazooka,) can be

cmdited fcr a low percentage of dzestroyed amorad vehi.clea; in fact,
of ten mmyed, after :mobmuts.m, by a divect assault led by |
Viet Minh snldd.ers carrying emlosives, charges or "Foltov Cocktaile.
The Viet Minh, requ:.sn.tioning local civilian wanpower, built
. yehicle obstacles on all rwtes«ditchas, walls, barm,cad-a, atc.,, iy
often combined ﬁit&z :aines or boobyt.raps. In Tonkin, for m;arzq:la,
many villages were encircled with a G-foot high earth wallj and
o SMW tﬁe access across rice fields was f.orhicidcﬁ by acmal
antitank d:.sches running on several huudz'ed metera. Despite the
ﬂtﬂinmeax and stasnina of the leaders i.t itas thm mr:y difficult to.
~ pass bhrough,md only after excessive and time-mt«ing efforts.
o '(?nnch armor had no tank-dozem and no moblle ‘bridging aqu:.pmant,

 such as armared vehicle lcmnching bridge.) P

The Wet H;nh tact:l.ca, daaling with antitank c:afenae, xnainly
laid on ambushes, alm mlth similar plannings to stop thn conw;r
in a narrow or rugged pasnaga, thefn after an intensive and violent f«l
ﬁre mpport.,ta launch a quick assault. The best parry obvicmsly

cmaisteﬁ of tamrmg this mmbush, which was. cﬁiricnlt to succeed with

f’"auch a raasuer in concealment as this anew Evmy Leader of &

sm-priaed unit also had orders for keepmg his mo’bility, at any price.

 An armored vehicle stopped and isalated in an ambush is a blind and
%s.K.2. "Sung Khong Giat® (Vieb Minh recoilless gm).




,hainlesa prey easy to destroy for a da;ring enemy. Unfortwately, the
‘ ;Mapwaable and regular missions fmposed o axmar units did not
| ) alwm allow then to counteract the Viet m assaults nor avoid
| bloodx misfortune s{convoy of DALAT iarch 1, lih&).
MISSIONS:

After the rapid reoccmtim of Indochina by mobile coluans
exploiting along roads, it was necessary to understand that the
struggle extended all mrar tho country, often far from the roads;
however, those comumcatdon linea remained vital for Mnam a.nd
supplieg, with the ka nf airﬁ.ald facilities and a sui‘ficiant mbar
of aircraft. | "

| "iherafore, French armoy ha.d to assme the pmtectm of mda,

X rivm, audwan, railroads. On roads, the intayity of the route
: hﬁ te bo chachd before the daily or perimglv traffic o.t vehicles
ar convoys; then it was responsible for the traffic aacurity while
| pat.rolling or escorting canvoys thamaelvea( |

The mission m smilar on rivers, cqaecia.uy on she Sa.igon R:i.var,
from the pori down to tbe sea. On all important rivers, mon& :
motor boats wers emplo;red ei‘hher in separatc platoons (6 boats) or in

 separate troops (3 platmna) and t&my were quickly dﬂ“ﬂ wp t the .- |

analleat mmta.riea.
On railroada, the main briﬁgea were wmr the proﬁoc'don of small

| ;pcats, Franch armor had to provide crm for armmd treins escorting
ths "Raﬂalaa“ {(wind blast) composed of taro Qr ﬁxrae traxna, fellowing

aash obher, once a week, on the ditferent soctions from Saigon to ilha

Krang, imi‘ouranc t.ofiueandnongﬁa, andfranﬂai-PhongtoHanoi




| Besides thet essential mission, wmered wnlts were called for
interventioms, as fire brigades ruming towsrd a blasing fire, by
| day and by night, to help attacked posts or unite pimned down in an
© ambush, the armored platoans started to remcve thelr harassed frisads.
':mmmummm.ndmmmmuumunm
,'mmmwmnmmmmdw-ammm-m
mmmmwmm e
mehtmmwmmmwmmm
mmmhtwm&m;vme]memmhm |
, Mmtqmdmmﬁomhymtdtqmimotmhm
'm,mkammammmmmmuuwormm
;V\;z,mmammuammwmm ¥oving at,
thc mu foot infantrymen, u-m:mm "bouclages”
_A (blocl:i.ng uxm), amored unite commmod m:-pmm without any
‘mmmz.

 EVoLTTION OF | | | | o
 ORGANIZATION: umﬂmmxﬂ(mmqhumﬂcmw)ml

crganized only in 1951, with their own atteched infantry. Under the
M&amﬂamd%ﬁuommdmmmbdm
m«mmthmm,umammzwm)
| mmmmmwm The effectivensss
,“.:wmtrm.u-ma;mmmmmamm
(v 2951 - Peb 1952) and Pm-To (Oct - Nov 1952).
mwmmmmmww(me'
"7'W&meo.t.&)wotmﬁm
| . |




mw,mmwm(sphtm-.ﬂthsmmdm
ﬂzmmumsmmm)mmwmcmo:
“W-”(Mmtma) 7

| numuwmmmmmmmmu

| mwmwmmm (MM&

c.n.)mohmmmnmmmumwu
'vmmqum(mmmm),mem
.'nmm(mxm”mmummm(mm
bymwm,mhuanmmo,:ormh)

' Atwmmmmumwmammuh
,“."Muonp-,mhewummx"m"mmm
""v:,mmmwmwmummwmmu
muuwandamwmumm«m*mmw
fwmmmmnaormmnn They were intensively and
*‘mcast\tnymplmdinthoﬂdnotmwmtbmam

‘"ftaM(m)

mmmumwmmu.mm
rmmmwmiﬁmm m,myomnitm £
mmua@m-nmmumhmmu, :

*,_m&mmdmthMth

~~_amuduowmtomunm- :nfaet,itmwbh
f_v;temtmotﬁmmdoalntodmm“. By this time
smmum«utm,mmmm.ww :
'mmmnmmmmm. Mchmmichm' .
TR | | e |
%Wsamnlwmw&m .




‘._mWMmmW(MmMSOWt)
umm:umwmsmmum(mm
. Leokimn and Casbodizn troops) but to creste ane infantry dattalion
' for the national arwies from sach of its régiments. At the end of
w.mwtmumuhmmum
mmhtwmmm: |
Wu«huwmdmmm
'm(hmmnmhm)ummo:m |
sounted infantwy (L platoons plus ons support platoon). Tis growp
‘aleo had one mechanised infantry campany (b platoons with i half
“\M)dmn-_mphm,mwmwym This
ﬁtmmmmaumnﬂmﬁﬂ:mnm
mmmmmmawmm |
e mmmwuﬂh%ﬁ&
| ‘merwmwmmwum
following unites
-2 'mb' mmu (each with 33 mabe and 3 phm).
-3 Wm(cmumnm'-.sotﬂ—
with 75-wm howitsers, md earrying ) infantry platocms). ‘

-immeﬁ&dx’lS-thWa.

Atﬁhondctmmmn, mmwm
mmmwmwmxm&tmﬁtboﬂuﬁm. e
wmmuwummu(w, Noustte, Gerfams,

| "Mmﬁu).ummzo.lsﬁ.ummnam

Mmmmsnmmwmm(ﬂum ‘
L 9;




" 8plit betwesn the necessify of supporting infentry snd the

Wdiﬁmmummm.mmmma
. strike furce, French Armcr, after 9 years o the battlefields, was

If o tank platoon could be temporarily atteched to stme infentry
units, the troop was only shle $o have the necessary firepowsr and
nobility to lead the fight st its own momemtum facing a battalien
strength enemy. mwww:wmmm
umhmmmamnmnhutsgumm
of cambat formations was often schieved in direct sight witheut sy
probiems of camsmication betwsen these well-treined crews.

mmmmmmmmwn

- Mwmum mmwmmtcm

f.mkm wwmummmm

»MWM“M&MNM“W&W

nmwmm«wmtbmmwm nn_,
cchesion Gbtained within srmored or asphibicus growps wes exsellent,
mumm«ra-mmunm. Mcm
mmmmmmwtwmmuugm o
mummmumvam

The various tactics used in different regions have been fitted
to the different materials and to the seasonal changes of weather.

TWMW“W»&.@“%MMO@
~m,nmtwm¢t-nnnmmwitm ’

10

" %mxmmmm;




FRENCH ‘A:ZQ‘IOR IN WNDOCHLNA
(35h5 - Lysk)
in uctober L.h5, the units of thc, Freach oxpeditionary \*’orcé
landed again in Incochina, uith the ao‘)actd.ve of rapidly reoccupying
the country. Lieutenant, General LECLERG, who was in coussend, hnﬂ |
’bmntheconnmmggemmlofthezufm tmmduiuaimin
19&&-&5.‘&mployadmfwmmnclwhehadmmm
Mcwa&hh&dmﬁﬂmlydomm France andﬁﬂmy On

~ February 5, WS, all nf mmn Indocking was reoccupded. m“_" e
after the agreements with the Viet-iinh (Viarch 65 1946), the r‘&ne‘;n T

wnits landed in the north and rapidly scised control of the Tokln
© Those firat essy waoesses in a comntry wire no amored velicle |
' hed ever noved bei‘éhel had created & misloading mospmre of aafety.‘ _
 That wes quickly omﬁmdwmmmunmm resuned by the
Viet liinh forces after Dambnr 19, 1946, Doadebownd, almost
' _mrywmrognlarcmmorm, !mormits mffamm e
1 mrmue wiafortues. m;th Marshal de Lattre in 3.950 and un mtm 5
| '“WWMWMW. WMam.m
| Tecoversd a suitable 1'01&
It scens interesting to cover this evolution, from the clasaic
factors of the problem: terrain, weans, enomy, missions to the
organization and tactics known at the end af hat jeyear cmpd.gn. |

lPrior to the Jmesa‘odéﬁpqtim, however, a platom of old obsoleta V
Renault-FT tanks previously wsed during Wil wae stationed in Hanod.,




‘mmamsv o

In Indochina, ﬂbere one m m::;)a and jungies, cultivated
pla.’ms and f:omsb-cmrea nlawma, apen nills, and rocky momta.ms,
a l.arge pa.rb of ﬂn country could not. be crossed by any mh.tcle.

oads and trails, poorly mainteined during the war, had bean
. sabotaged by the Viot~iinh, rains made them slippory and often w-
trafﬁcableam the Gemonth mongoon seastm. The bridges suill
 intact wore non suitable for wide, heavily arored vehicles. (For
~ crossing the Red River in Hanoi, tanks and half tracks had to be

loaded on flat ecars rolling on the railroad of the Dowaer Dridge.)
’xevarthcleaa, w.th stubborn aner@, axaor leaders strived to

find best Secondary roads and Womw poaumues.’ Zoutes,

crosaingpoclnm, and traﬁ':.cabls areaa %mpm'. :S.nto ﬁ.lesi.n evcry

seetw mcording taaeasmalmﬁms A&ﬁm prlco armch

wemmasameﬁorb, thedi.ffemt amamdmﬁtsmmahhwimd .

. again the neoessary mafwmw, even bringing the figzt. am*oas |
,::flmcﬁad rice riclds or smma, according i;o vahiclea ewlcycd. .Jom,

anlyrugged jungle maammﬁd;mwahla. i C
annhmhadlwmwhsﬁmmmum&rmg

' Worla Har 1 (armored Car 18, Scout cwua, w Track 13, Light

Tank M5, o tsor m),m other armor xégimnts wore equipped with
British velicles (mwmmmmtcwm)wm
with outeof-dato Framch armored cm (Pa,nham 19’5)) mair qualitles -

»mddefectsmm‘l}mcm, but. French in&mtrj.es &aamyeddmingtho
,Warm sunmnble toprovidebotter. MWamm

- ) Vuaafnl for all the nissions dca:u.ag tﬂ.ﬂi ma.d aemwity and even :Lntermtion.,

2




| : early as 19&8, I'!'ench m, 1ookzm eagerly for cmmw :
b vnohﬁitﬁr, organized tts first ambious unita and tegted them in the
Plain of Rwda (Mekong Dalta). nm now materialS, Cargo Gorrier ot -
(uicknamed “Crab") and LVT k or LA (so cailed ffmigmw) were not
~ designod for mch:mmwmwminmud@maa; ﬂmﬁrstmm
»'_,}V;a us cargo. nw.cla, wl thout armor, to be mloyad in m— Kaska; the
mmeWMquwmm—m , ‘
5 lamﬁ.ngs in the Pacific &ur.lnz world War . e first resul‘as m -
= 'disnpyommg, but quma.y the leadera found szﬁ.tshle tactics una the
mmmmm,m u»nmnmmudm

switable wonpong and mumd mhicles for gwnm (on the m:m m T “

z,,:omted o caliber .50 and m w.iber .}Omﬁmm and emm

mhimaa an autamatic BOFORS 4Owmm gun). = = & . E v
e poaﬁhﬂiw mtad Ry the aanao mt:mrk of am and

: *mala, pointed toward the nse of river boste. e french lavy

. orpamized early in 1945 Sta "BINASSADT,® ‘composed wlth @I, LGH, and

_ mw,zmwmmamn@mmmam@wgomm
'nmm&anm“mcbs'atthapmﬁ.tofetwm ﬁ:&aa
bcatsranapwdrwmwwmtwalmsmuﬁmatmmm
mmwmwmmmwmaamm,m

amoz'ad.mtor bwtamapemwdhyf;ve W. s R

:ZZBS ‘h alﬂoi low nd mm (1‘” m 10 p,a,x.) was

2

g nmw* - Diviston aamla d*maqxt. mma‘ -
I.t:I, um, vaz us Havy daﬁmauma for mall lau'd.ng vessels,




~ mines wore 1arge1yp3.a¢edaheaﬂuith 85 parcent o da;agedar“'

v_r,—». o
7

| tha most, appmiated ch“.racteristic.‘ Light., Iast, reliahle, well

' eqm.ppad, th:.s tank could be driven evm'y'ul'm chu‘:mg the dxy
?Mseaﬂm and used even across floodsd rice ﬁ.elds It was also air

. mnapormm in seporate component loads for Imlc of airfield and

~ aireraft of wfi‘icient sise (i.0., 02 loads airlifted by two

~ Bristol and thvee C-U7 airplanes) &0 that & company With ton M2l

tanks was air tmnapwted and rebuilt in Iden Bien Phu, md alao a{ " |
platoon with five M2l tanka in Luang-Prabang (Laos). | s

At last, it rust be m‘aiced the creation of oue ragi.ment
aqxﬁ.pped wlih heavy M36 tank dcatrwm able to comteract avcntuany

| fhhe threat of Chinesg Communist amm' in 1952. Alsc to prevent that
; mza in 1951, Narshal de lattre had o:'dared ﬂm commc.uon of &
- -fortified line around the Todkin nem..; zafm, these tank
destroyers equipped with a S0-m gun wm& lmxm wore used for
| supporting infaubry wits. . | |
| fron the very mginnmg, ﬁm mt Finh ad&uawd their antitank | )

ua:.td.cstouppaael’mnehmamdmiu . Mgwlmdm,ﬁ

destroyed med mclm meir variety was imama, fm 'the

- unexploded am:t laeany' md aircrsf’n—bmo to the Chim-huil’c .
| @RItank nino; gemerally hhaanwwnmllydemted then vhen
Wvﬁdﬂes pmed. Fortmmtely tha tmk huna otten resisted
ttm hlast, 2adaftor sowe tins, tho mintam mcmma vero sile to

| asting as guerrillas, the Viet B:mh ceuldmtmmn its mnits




nm;wmmmmnmzmmmxa

o m mobility for tts battalions. Ite antitank "'9"",

(?Sanmﬂ—mmm - 8.K.3.° m)auho

'mwmammmummmmmmt,
‘Ad-mwmmmn.waw-mntmw
Z'l Mmm‘mmm charges or mmcoekwh "
mvmmmmmamm mt
vchichohchchsmdlmwmm,mm.,

'm'f'aft.ncmbdmdu&nimwm mmmmh,

ummwum;&:mwmm;md
‘mmmmmamm“:wmwum |

"?:' mm ammgmmmanm Min the

'meummumamwmncncm i
pun w,m,mmmaan and Md&‘m

~ (French ammor had no mkmmmmmmt,

T":;?mchummdnhiehlmcmﬁgbridmal fZpe NUSEE 4 |
| mmsmahw;, dealing with mumwm,mm

N ‘WmM. Mnmmmmnp mawp ﬂumw
"’*,snamwmdmm, demmmdmamc

mw,um;mmu. mem o
;mm«:wm.mm»mmtamum

,_m.mnmtumm Mmcts

murprise mtmmmmmmmmnm uwm
| mwmmmmmmmmu:mm
| 35k, *Sug Mg Glat® (Viet Kish secutllese gm).




bamleas pmreaay mdestroy fof‘ a daring enemy. ‘ﬁnfortmiatelar,
) in&mmsahle and regular migsions mpcsed on amoz- unita did not
alva:z'a a.llou them to counteract the Viet Hinh aa:anlts nor avoid
- bloods'mformm s(corvoy of DALAT iria:och 1, X8 ‘":ha).
AISSIONS: |

' Afturtherapmmccmﬁmnr In&chmabymohﬁe calumns
exploi ting along x-oada, it was necessary to understand that the
struggle extended all m the coumtry, often far fraz the xmdas
however, those cmunicaﬁm J.m renained vital ror li.aa.scna am
suppliea, with the lmk of aimuld facilztias and a mfficient nmbar
Df aircraft.

memfam, Frmch armor had w asmo i'.ha pmtact-im of reads,

‘rivm, ana ﬂen, railroadn On madu, tha in&emty‘ of the route
P ha& ﬂ, ‘ba chmkad before the daily arpeﬁ.&ﬁﬁal Wﬁc of vahiclu
nrcazm:vys; tbauitwaamspamible fwtﬁemmmnrﬁme |
N ;pa‘bmning m-aacarting comvoys. ﬂmaalvea‘ | . G
: *ms nission m sinilar on ﬁm, éapecuuy on ﬂm Saigon Rimr,;:""-;f |
'frmmevortdmtothem Onallmortantrima,ammd
1#Otor boats were mplayed ei%her m separate platoons (6 baata} Gl‘ in

vauallest- trimtaries. : CTen T po
onw, memwmmmmmmumof emall |
‘? ."f”poa‘bs, rrauch amor had to provma crewa far amax‘ed treins escorting
tha '*Ramw' (xﬁ.nd hlast) composed of o or ﬁxrm trains, following
ea.ch other, ozme a week, on the &,ﬁ:ez-ant. smuam fm Saigon to Wha
S Erang, n-ara ‘I‘mu-avm to Huo and Dongﬂn, and frcm Hai-?hong to Hanod.

B e




mmtmmmmmmummm

. interventicus, a8 fire trigades ruming towsrd a blasing fire, by

i;}'*,‘lmamwmz,tompmuumormtammum
:‘m,mmmmawwmmwm |
"-mmmumhmmanamwmotmmtm
ﬂmmmﬁtbnwummdmﬁh.atmmmu '

1n order to sbush intervening platoous. |

mutmmwmwmmm;
mmmmwwm;mmmucnbm |
; Infantey end Amer became the rule; ut dispersion of wnite slag
‘i-;.,jﬂlx_m.mwmmmmmmmwﬁw IR
,m.c.m restricted the beoalit of such casbined cperaticns. Moving at
mwumtmﬁmmu,wmmw ‘
© (ulooking lines), armared units e Mpammx without ary

'f‘fr-amnt.. S e

ﬂzmmar

ORGANIZATIONS mam “mmdm' (mpoqﬁ-mmm&wm)m ,
| W only in 1951, 'd.& their o attached infantey. m thn  ' o
"wcmwchmam-mxmmzmm;
et thuuwmam the mm«hm

e (ﬂw 1951 - Feh 1952) and (Oct xwzsg)

Stk tanecasly were created "nnum araupc" (m ar
mum 0 B R )wwmm -
| g |
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| -im,mmdmmumnmS&Mm
| fmxmmﬁuaauuu)umwmmu
-whﬁta (Mmm)., ity

Itumwmmmhmmmu _
Mghmmﬂ&%mtmmw |

| ,G.n.)ﬁdchmmnmmmﬂmmWet

mummum(mum), mem

mm(m)mmmmumum(m
: b:omwtm,mhuthumm:wm) |

. . ,a
- Atmmmmmumwhammu

:mommhcwotmmof“cnh“mmm
;mmwmmnamwhmmmm«
,mﬁfa"mdtmwwahmwwwmw "
j;_ﬂnnpmwumunormmm wmmww,"
| anwm«mmmmmm .
 Nam Dich (Tmkin). |

mmmummmmmm

.‘hmchmwmuimm m.mmxsm
__t-_mnmumwamwmwmua,
. ;,"m«mmum&mmmmzm
| dimowmted saldlers to sexrch villagos. In fact, 1t was impossiBle
[mmtmﬁﬁ.wud%mkmm. By tiis time
-;mmmwmam.mmum,m SR
mmmummmm mMmm' e

a,

= "J.- lmg_ as chm: nhrw-m W ag chhrlc n




:gﬂzmmMM-&mW(mmmmm)
 had mot uly 0 trein the firet armored istamese irope (snd the
muwm)mummmm '
‘mwmwmmmummm At the end of
~mmmm¢w~mmm«m
Mummmm o |
quwmdmmm
m(&mu&hm)mmmam  (. |
-umchm-muwmm mm
‘mummmm(bﬂmu-ﬁ.ﬁkw

5 ;m)-nmab-mmmnwm ™is

}utmmuuntmmmuﬁm
;'mumummuwuu.
2. ke orew, with m mplibous metile i, wich
Wumrwmmm&ﬂmm-uh
 following wnites : i
&wm(muanwmsm).'>
-3~wmm(muanwa.3¢m
,a&kwmumzmm»v '

| ~1mmma&u7&-mmw..
nmmawmmmmm;

mﬁmhmhmhwnﬁm&m The -

Ammuwuwm(mmw
.wm).uqmmmummmau
| n.&x.-uummdam.”/ |
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TACTICAL

Split betuoen the nscessity of auppm.mg infantry and the

RPLOYMENTS

dndronfitemnmeuwrmthall L8 means concentrated in a

strike i‘oma, French Argor, after 9 yaara m'm battleﬁelds, was

able to reach same particular tactical conclusiong

‘,xf a tank platoon could be temporarily attached to some infentey
wits, the troop was only able to have the necessary firepmrmé
motdlity to lead thaflght at its ovn momentum Lacing a‘ batt&ucn N
asirengtn enemy. The mﬂimhle flexibility for maneuver was Mer
with the qualernary arbiculat&on within the mu.u&; and the changing
of combat formations was orten achieved in direct sight without any

pmblems of communication betuoen those well~-trained crows.

ﬁwboatmfmw-marhalumehaaboenmelodtobo,

ﬁmt parbimhr theater of operation, ane infmmy battalion for aue

: tmkeaw Bxflalackofmﬂahleazmdmamelca‘riers
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USA Armor Center
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In the vast territorics that fell into the hands of the Viet-Minh as early as

1945 znd in which we could nwveT -e-ain foothold, save . vac occasicn of an episodic

‘vile @s the terrain was eminently

. - : s
favorable: accentuated relief, dense vigetaticn oowin ccuiing on the alr of an inextri=

Tao appesvance of he maguis, however, conc sather late for cthnical reasons,

The success of the Viet-iiah appronch noar tho Annamite populations and the

Lx]

against our cfvoersaries in Sac rezions with & population of high Vietnamese density.

Cur incapacity to interdict the slow deeay of the Tonkinosce Deita coastitutes the best :

The only clerment which could still serve our cause was the racial wepulsion

which the Montagnazd populations and certain cthnical minorities aurtured for the Aaname
jtes of the Delta or the coastal regions.(2)

In the zones with Taai opulations, in thosc with the Mcos or the Mans, the

-

Annamite was the cncmy, but jr was difficult to arouse & nostile movement, all the more .

5

so a redellion, as long as che Viete=Minh did not operate in the High Region of the North?

Waet, that is beforve 1650, {3}

(1) For cxample: TUYEN QUANG, during the 1949 march, or PHU DOAN, durinz the LORRAINE
. cperation in 1952, ‘ -
~€2) DHuo to this moatural eppositlion, the Centyal Vietnam Plateaux enjoycd a long peace,
cnd due Lo the oxlstence of thoe MUGS, the wcoustal streteh from HONGAY to MONCAY ‘

was proof agalnst VieteMinh infiltrations.

() 7The VieteMinh armed forces penetratlion in tac High Region is not the least proof
of thelr adaptabllity and their training capabllity as well as their High Cormand?'s
will. for it was well known chat che "Victnameso loathoes tho mountains and the

k4
forezsts and cannot 1ive there."
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Wwhat have been the results obtained by our maquis?
First, the lmmobilization of a number of Viet Minh Battallions can be attri=-
buted to them. In January 1954, & V.M. Battalions were employed for the repression of
the maquis in the LAICHAU region. At the end of April 1954, there were 8 of them; in
adition other battalions were immobilized to guard basces which our bartisans kept under
threat of an attaci,
Moscover, we have often been able to rescue the survivors certain isoiated
nosts which had been attacked thanks to the presence of various maquis elements, (1)
Secondly, the maquis brought an uncasiness among the cnoamy elements and kept
it alive, The V.M. political cadres considered their action as "one of the grcatest
schemes to undermine the V.M, establishment.®
However, it seems this uneasiness prevailed mostly among the lower echelons
and the isolated units: At one time, the V.M. High Command did not scem a bit disﬁurbed
by the actions of our Maquis. Some of Chum achicved some brilliant successes: For
example the COC LEU-LAOKAY attack, on October 3, 1953.(2)
during the battle of DIEN RIEN Pﬁu; however, the maquis met with total failure
ih their attempt to intervene against the V.M. commuiications facilities linking the
PHUTO arez and TANH HOA to DIEN BIEN PHU, while covering a 400 to 500 kilometers dise
tance over forests and mountains., A ccmmon. section, CONOI-DIEN BIEN PHU, 200 kilometers
lonz, in particular, was never seriously harassed, |
.+ woou This low output of the maquis, which numbered 15,000 men at the end of the

war, can be justifigd-byvnumerous:considerations.

(1) Such as ¢he Meo maquis of the XIENG KHOUANG region which permitted to round up many

scattered groups of the S&AM NEUA column whose withdrawal was almost tragic,
(2) An expansion of our maquis was set for October 1953 in the BAXAT, BINHLU, CHAPA, THA‘
VEN rezions, To make it eacier, it had seem med necessary to make a dxversion on a
plausible and distant enough objective on which the adversary hung seriously: The
double agzlomeration of COCe-LEU=LACKAY was chosene Six hundred partisans attacked
COC LEU on October 3 with the support of the Aviatlicn and one Paratroop Commando from the

. Tonkinese Delta, During several attacks, the partisans penetrated in the town and, supe

ported Ly bombers, inflicted an e txwatcd 150 killcd and wounded casualties to the VM, -




At first, the effectivencss of the maquis was doubted for a long time. “The

t3

G Il (1), according to one of this organic ationts reports, had difficult Leginnings,
quite often plagued by the High Command®s hostility at the Zone or Territory echelons,
with which our elements were closely relateds,

This lack of falth could be justiliied, sg=: ®Wo had no ideology or xenophobia

pa

to inculcate, like the adversary. We had no polirico-cocial system to propound",

we wore not sure to retumm O CAODANG or VINIM.

"Je did not know whether there was a positive relationship between the obtained
results and the reprisals which, sooner or later, ¢he action of our maquis would bring
on the foolha;dy and the followers®,

But most of all, this mistrust illust trated the scepticism of our cadres,vfof

the most part, towards all uanorthodex forms of the ware

a short, the struzgle of the Teldrs wa

w

started too late, It was only in 1951
that the Airborne Joint Commando Groups %G C.M.A.) were able to perform an action. But
by that time the Viet Minh hold extended al eadv on vast areas, It could no longer be

hoped to create a powerful organization ond the @ifficulties we have met are obvious

g

demonstrations that we must precede the cacmy in the regions where he has not yet
infiltrated,
Any zoae held To be securc <can sohe c¢ay beceme the theatre of pattles, We

must thesefore prepare for this poss s1bility so as not €o meet with insurmountable dif-

o

£

filculties later and the efforts must be concentrated on the creation of armed cells,

the essiznment of intelligence agents, the estabiishment of channels (2), finally the

0
I
(¥
5]
bee
]
o2

of the roquired cadres,

The creation of the maqu1 was later slowed down by the shortage of officer
Fﬁo vere familiar with the cthnical and acographical characteristics of favorable areas;
aﬁd, a fortiori, spoke the Montagnard dialects, Here again, the absence of a Corps of

Indescaous Affairs was cruelly felt.

{1} The Joint Interventilon Group (C.M.1,) was created on December 1st, 1953 with a
view to conduct the fight on the rears, It replaced the Airborne Joint Commando
Croups {G.C.lM.A). :

{2y The sctting up of weapons, amcunition, etc.. could not be achicved until the

- uprising starts,
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The effort later furnished on its be

~ance to the maquis:

Finally, native cadres had to be orzanized and instructors were reqdifeﬁkt6 

train the ﬂuerilla. A School was created at Cape Satin—Jacques, but it-only beganbtof

function in June 1951
S The G.M.I. equally ouffered from a poor relationship with the similar o:ga; Lo

nizations in FRANCE and only obtained insufficient help.

ize the C.M.I., it initially lacked me'ans;,

A

As it had been difficult to organ
half was considerable, particularly in the field

of,éﬁiation. At the end of hostilities, actually, the following was grantcd as assist-x'

1, 500 DAYOTA hours.

300 reconnaissance plane hours.

'« pumerous B=-26 missions.

e ajr-drops of 300 tons of supplies and ammunition.

French"l;imscn Offlce
USA Armor Cemer '
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formations in Indochina were to bocome of many and varied types during the ninc‘j

i they had a structure inspired from that of European tactical grotSps.

_ unu:s, on the other hand, found in Indochina a fruitful field ot experience which

: *i'f tenance .,ervices, had to overcome difficultica which were particular to them.

‘ spaces, t:otally practlceable for the usual. mintary vehicles and rarely accessible :

. to tanks, t:ransp!e«rced by narrow and few roads. The adaptation of the road net:wotk'

CHAPTER V

ARMORED FORCES = CAVALRY

Initially carbon coples of their sisters of the Metropolis, the A,F.C, ;

ycars of operation, according to the arrival of material (t:he“"amored, amphie

bious, mrking vehicles).
o Howevcr. at tha end of hostilities, most of the units were still fumtshed i

vith standard machines, inherited from the campaigns of France and Germany. So, ’

Theh. utilization did nmot produce any wusual teaching. The amphib!ous

allowad them to create a utillzat:ion doctrine,

Thc Armored Forces, 1n1c1ally tied to a material it had not choscn, slowed .

dotm by the shortage of adequate vchiclcs and oft:on by the inferiority of the main-ﬂ-“

As seen fronm tho "amor" t:he Indochineso torrain is characterized by wide :

would have made thc task of t:he A.F.C. easier, but it was still inccmplete at the
end cf the war. : | : :
. In particular, the dclt:as offorcd mccremcly variable possibilities acco:d- e

1n3 to the place and the scason.

A Tank Sguadron Leadar dcplorcd that practicabllity maps for t:he amor !

mmg.rg PR
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had.dpc been prepared and wrote: "The;systcm of the scasons in the Tonkin

is almost regular., It is therofore feasible to establish a 'terrain' map

-

vaich would be porfectly marked month by month, would include accurate indie

3

caticns as to tho routes, the practicable zones and compulsory points of

passage." (1)

In fact the armored forces lacked ways and free space most of the time, -

 for no "all terrain" material in the Eﬁropean sensa of the word proved bo be

L

such in Indochina, (2) Mofeovef,zéhé heat and humidity rendered the combat

) )
-

3

in armor, with clﬁsed flapa, particularly painful,

e

R

In addition, the armored forces, like the others, suffered from a

vshortage of troops, and local recrulting was resorted to. But, due to his

—~
i small size and his lack of muscular sttengch, the indigenous element was ofténlf
f? unfit to conduct heavy machines. So a Commanding Officer proposed an increase .
;f | of the Legion's unics to offset the absence of qualified personnel,

;f [j “The Cavalzry material is always fragile and somewhat delicate, the

training of personnel is long and costly; if a brench should include career

3

soldiers, this is the one. The lLeglonnaire is particularly well qualified to

S
Cr., *

£ind his place in ti. It seems thorefore that the Cavalry shouldhave a very

- important place among the Forelgn Legion Units", (3)

b ERN Due to this maze of difficulties, all the efforts of adaptation of the
”‘71fTA.F.C. could only bear upon certaln combat procedures and the_internal organl-f'

_ zation of Units.

(1) Captaln Xe.ee.o Tank Squadron Leader. ‘
~ (2) The performance of tho material will be discussed in Volume III,
- (3) But precisely the contrary prevails; tho porcentage of Cavalry Units i{n the
~ Leglion is less than the average obtained in the Battle Formation (two Foreign
Cavalry Regiments for six Foreign Infantry Regiments). Lieutenante-Colonel Xsee
SubeGroup CQmmander.
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UTILIZATION

Under various aspects the Amored Forces found agaln the traditional

missions of thae Cavalry:

”

with isolated posts).

Escorcing (protection of convoys end guarding the routes).

« Combat in conjunction with tho Infantry (participation in the "encirclee

ment® and the attack, as woll as tho counter-attacks and the cover of O

withdrawals),

Pursuits and ralds- although rare and of 1little importance,

The achiovement of these missions, in the face of an enemy who oxceuod

in t;he ambush combat and did not hesitate to launch an attack on tanks, require

a Iarge awiliary Infantry.

nin the Deltas, swanowers of troOps on foot on account of thelr big

- wvillages impervious to tanks, as well as the jungle in t:he highland, the A.F.C.
unlt:o had to be wen provided wit:h port:atlve facilities to sustain, supporc or v

extend the action of the Amored element:s". (1)

But due to tha shortage of t::oopa, the Command balked for a long time |

“,:fat tho assignment of a true Infam:ry to the Armozed Regiments as 1t would havo
f‘ ,.;:becn memployed during the periods of maintenance and conditioning of the

Erv*machines and thelir crews,

So the Infantry units destined to work in cooperation with the Armor

:g-;rwe,:e} frequently ronewed, while remaining true to the wise but necessary slownesafj 1

: ofJ the traditional mancuver of their Arm, The cohesives of these temporary

groups thus formed suffored, as'did tho flexibility and rapidity of actions.

Reconnaissance (clearing of roads, roconnaissance of vluages. liaison

(1) Licutcnante=Colonel Xeesoe Armored SubeGroup Commander,

R T T S TR T g




o e et
'

an

Caw w0

adopted since 1918 of the Infnatry combat supported by tanks®, (1)

~of the Armored Units,

o which wit:h t:he aid of the mo:or, joins robility to power; the Service of

o Reoconnalissance and swift engagement, of pursuit as well as count:er-attack, in

»hady 6n.1y obtained aporadic results, because t:hey wm’e organlzed like reservoirs

2 OFFICIAL USE ONLY

"Actually, most of tho time, once it was launched, the action took theb

rét:her slow pace of tho Infantryman's monouver and toolk on the c¢lassical form

Morae and more tha.monotony of the operations, constantly executed over
on identical ground, thae long wa!.t;ing porlods along eommunicat.lon routes to
guard, the dispersion of threats, have too often influenced the Command towards R

routine, In hdditlon, they hava éncouraged tho static use and fragmentation

This fragmentation, in particular, was often pushed to the extreme, du;,
to :he shortage of fa;cilitles, on-tha one hand, and to the requests from ' : ‘_ ‘
Vter.rkrit:otial commanders at all levels, on the other hand, v .

o This situation naturally reduced the efflciency of the units and brought
about thelr rapid attrition, as the Reg!ment or’ Squadron services were not |
organized adequately to support dapendenc elemonts so widely scattered, (2)

It would however, “have boen normal to expect much moro from ':he servtco

othor words: the Cavalzy...." (1)

L R N L NP S RS ol S TR SN

But, it was not untu 1951 t:hat the £irst cxpericnce mmslng the
Amored Sub=Groups, with their own Infantry, was tried. |

til then, "tha Amored Squadrons had rendered exceuem: services but .

of amored machines rather than like units capable of engaglng combat alone”, (l)

In the last part of the campaign, the A,T.C. included:

. = Armored SubeGroups (and amphibious groups) capéble of engaging ln'eombaf._

o

85 'Lieutenant-COlonel Xeoeo Cormanding an Armored Sub=Group V '
(2) it has been ascertained, as if this were still necessary, that the smallest
- unlt with the cgpability to live Indépendently was the squadron,

SRR IR S 5 IR I i B RURTE N O I AR IR o
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alone and constituting 1mp1mnem: of mancuver.

SR = Units capable of temporarily backing up certain Infant:ry units or

3

‘meoting the nommal recquircments of territorial authorities. (1)

This orgenization, however, should have been supplemented by the

creation of a Command element fof ﬁhe A.F.C. within each Territorial Command.

Many difficultics would have been ironed out,

53

ORGANIZATION OF THE SUB-GROUPS

T AR T T T R IR T T T

T N P S VRPN = SO SO

These Sub=Groups, organized towards the end of 1953, were esaent:ially Y 7

1

w2 d

composed of a Squadron of M.24 tanks and three Squadrons borne by the G.M.C,

In addition, they included one halfstrack borne Squadron, a Mortar

(3 ¢

Platoon and a Staff adequateoly provided with communications facilities, which .

v"vpemitted it to absorb reinforcement elements (Engineers (2), Infantry

3

Béttal ions, etec, ).

-
"

#The high proportion of elements on foot, of an element the size of‘one'

~ Battalion for cne Tank Squadron, gave the Armored SubeGroup its character of a

IR e

weu;balanced flexiblae and powerful Intervention element®, (3)

el

The M.24 tank Squadron moved about easuy- in dry rice flelds and some-

times even in flooded rice ﬂélds.‘ On the other hand, the tanks could, in

“‘Adﬁquﬂ;nﬂmmb;4

: eé#ceptional circumstances, penctrate inside the villages due to the numerous

 water lines and covers., In addicion, the guns?' trajectory tension was such

. that instanteneous fuse projectues burst on contact with the ﬂrst bamboo hedge. )

Lestly, the combatants were unanimous in deploring t:he fact that the

t:ranSpori: vehicles of borne support elcments were not on the same foot:ingvas

(1) thile in North Vietnam the Amwored Units were part of the general reserve
- and could be temporarily made available to a Sector Commander, units specie

- fically assigned to Territorial Commands existed in the other territories.
(2) 1t chould be noted that no dozer tanks were in Indochina., Thd presence of &

tulidozer with 1¢ts tralloretractor constitutcd a heavy burden for thae Sube
-Group, if and vhen it had onoc.
- Teachings of the war of Indochina relating to the Amored Forces
" written by tho Inspoction Services of the A,F,.C. ‘

-
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the tanks, which would have made it possible to provide for supplies and
evacuations,

The organization of the tank Squadron in accordance with the Quaternary
Rule {1l) was perfectly:in keepinngith the requircments of a war without a

£zont, In which the notion of directing an attack was often undetermined,

Moreocver, the four tank platoon retained very satisfactory maneuver capabilltias,

. as the splitting up into two patrols was unusual and was always executed on tho

spur of the moment,

' It would han been adivsable to provide these platoons with selfe
propelling sweep missilae fire. So tho users hava advocated the croation of a
Howitzer platoon at the Sub=Group level, to replace the Mortars platoon, (2)

[

The combats engaged at DIEN BIEN PHU by the March Squadron of the

lst Light Infantry reminded us of the light tank units' vulnerability under

artillery fire and of the difficulties to supply in ammunition undor fire,

fSubjected to donsa artillery fire, the Squadron suffered during the

supply and maintenance operations 1osses nearly equaling those due to combat,'

" in spite of the digging of tank pits.‘

“Jaen engaged only against Infantry units, the tanks rapidly exhausted

i The need for palliatives becaﬁe quickly imperative: transport of

 azmunition outside tho tanks and on the floors,»assignment of one tank per

platdan to the'supply. But thoe only satisfactory solution would have been to
assignva sdpply armored vohicle to each platoon. |
" The borne squadrons (on GM.C. o half-tracks) had boen put, like

the Infantry Companies, under the quatetnary rulo: Four combat platoons

(1) The tables of organizatlon provided for three Setank platoons and 2 Command

tanks, but the adopted organization has been almost always: Four &4-tank pla-

toons and only one Command tank (although a second one would have been
qulite often desiradble),

(2) Solution advocated by the A.F.C. in tis report on the teachlngs of the campalgn.
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(38 men and 2 F.M.) and one heavy platoon (2 light machine guns and 2
60 ﬁ/m mortars).

The structure of this last platoon is questionable, as 1ts armament

vas not a supplement to that of the tanks. Therefore, the A.F.C. Inspection -

Service cdvocated at the ond of 1954 the procurcment of one 58 SR gun and |

tw 60 m/m or 81 m/m guns (depending on whether the personnel was being borne ,7:'

by G.M.C. or halfetrack). (1)

The half=track borne squadron constituted a slow, cumbersome grouping

waich lacked mobility, and tho demands imposed upon by the watch of the

'VVohicles reduced the combat force to about a hundred men.

Howaver, thanks to its considerable tltepower (36 machine guns and FQM.

procured from throoyfira units), this squadron proved capable of accomplishing

:;'tho missions of route=-watching, liaison and escort, and deponding on the
' 3::coﬁdition of the terrain, of fixing. But, even in such cases, its lnabllity to -

' depert from the routes was a great handicap.

The Command and SubeGroup Setvices Squadron was torn between two mlsslons:

to guard the rear base and escort the C.P. in opoeration, Its task would have

been ’acilitated by a splitting up into two elecments each havlng a chief (2):
a base element and a combat element,

In addition, the protection platoon (3) responsible for liaison sscort

anﬂ C.P. watch missions was obviously not adequate (4).

"’(l) The inspection also pointed out the fact that the adoption of the

quaternary rule should have been supplemented by arranging for the proe.
curcment of radio equipment for the squadron (seven ANPRC=10 posts instead
of five).
- In addition, the guarding of G.,M.C. borne squadron vehicles would have been
-more efficlent with the procuremont of an additional automaticerifle (10 F;M.
"~ instead of 9),

‘ (2)“oome cadres even requested that two separate squadrons be created,
- (2) Two halfetracks,

(4) The A.F.C. Inspection required that the platoon include 3 subemachine guans
- and three scoutecars,
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AMPHIBIOUS GROUPS

Using cquipmam: of which part had been concelved with Alaska polar expe—

ditions in mind (the crabs) and t:he others dorived from a lifesaving vehicle utie

o

R sl ek

1ized in the flooded Mississippi area (the alligators) (1), the Amphibious groups

{
S

p:oved in Indochina their special fitness to combat in flooded areas, that is lnr :

the Deltas or the coastsg,

|

IR &

Their development gave rise to numerous experiments which were not all ‘éuvc-

)
i

g ,.__s cessful and the first engagements resulted in failure even,
K 3 ’  Initially, the crabs alone were used, "Being limited in number and en=
1« :  trusted to an insufficliently qualified peréonnol, their burned out skeletons quickly .
; ‘E L ol littered the 'Plaine des Joncs'™, (2) | : » |
| %; | In 1948, however, a group of amphiblous squadrons (with two crabs squadrons ;

each) was created m Sout:h Vietnam (3). So the crabs were used in units come.

pletely formeds they were put 1n the hands of trained personnel assisted by adee

quate repair facilitles, and "t:hey went over the 'Plaine des Joncs' in all direce

I

' tiors throwing panic: in the enemy ranks" (2)

C e, i

'l‘he results were £o encouraging that two new squadrone were created in

3

Lok

: Cochinchlna and Tonkin. ) B

"But the problm of support of the Infantry was qulckly presentad. Thé

I O
[]

‘ 'squadrons had remot:e reconnaissance missions and the st:andatd Infantry could not

e follow or fouowed slowly™, 2)

ST N e il et

The assignment of one Infantry Saction to each squadron did not give the

© enticipated results, The troops transported in such a fashion were not sufficlent

.
e

and the considerable welghing down of tho vehicles made them lose thelr mobility

NP

(-

; (i)‘ The exact name of the crabs was Cargo Carrier:29C, The Alligators: LVI4 or GA.

1

(2) Note from the F,T.S.V. Commander on Amphibious Units,

SUNNUEEE IR SR

-
3K

bl

k (3)  Under the lst Foreign Cavalry Regiment.,

(4) Under tho lst Foroign Cavalry Regiment and the lst Light 'Ihfantry Regiment,
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capabilities,

Thus was conceived the use of now machines: Alligators which were firs:?: 3
distributed at the rate of ono platoon (carrylhg an indigenous Commando gtoup)vaﬁif
per Crabs squadron. |

This formula proved satisfactory and was extended, Thus were born thQA;V'
Améhibtous Sub«Group and Group, |

In 1954 tho latter included:

- TWD‘Crabs squadrons as elemonts of scouting, fixing and pursuit,
2:_7- Three L.V.T. Squadrons as tha shock element,
ﬁ; ;- One Regimental Platoon of six Howitzér i.v.r.»conSCItuted a battery 1n 1_ZT

suppoxrt of the complex,

Two SubeGroup Staffs well equlpped with communications facilltles ptovlded

w for all articulatlons on request,

.- The group derived 1ts superiority, not only from its independence cone

cerning the road network, but its firepower wiich was equal to that of a metro=

polifan armored group,
The large number of troops that could be engaged on foot (3 companies of .

130 men), its perfect autonomy (3 days of combat) and the abundance of its come

~_insecure zones,

However, its weakness lay in the ffﬁgility of its equipment which p:ohi»

".bited any halts on roads (1) and required frequent periods of maintenance, (2)

. . . ReEE .
",~;mﬂnicacions made a particularly well sulted group for deep penetrations into .

The CRABS SQUADRON organically included 33 Crabs split into three platoons.

It great flﬁidity, the nolseless nature of its vehicles, its considerable fire=

powver (30 machine guns or automatic rifles, six 57SR guns, three 60 m/m mortars),

(31

(l)v_The Crabs had to bo transported on G.,M.C. trucks and the Alligators on tanke

trallers, unleas the equipment was loaded on barges.

(Z)f'“hank- to the "acrobatics“ exacited by the Groups personnel, the Groups have
. " not been unavailable morae than 2 days out of 2, (Liecutenant=Colonel Xeeee
© Commanding an Amphibious Group).

SEORIR
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coﬁpensaced for the inconveniences that rosulted from its lack of armor and made
of it the essential elcment of surpriso. So that a Commanding Officer observed:

"A plocae of equipment without armor that no obstacle can stop is more etfln
oient than an armored vehicle with a limited mobility".

The L.V.T. Squadron was split into three combat platoons and one support" "

platoon,

wyith its 11 pleces (thirty-six 30 and 50 machine guns and three 75 . . :: e
Howitzers) and its three borne Infantry sections, it constituted alone one
Sub«Group", (1) | ; . ;

Thus it could be written of this Squadron:

© wIt is the only known unit to combine an Infantry Company, its own transe

po_:t facilities and escort tanks, Nowhere is the Infantryl‘&tk ‘uai,son is accom-'

- (plkished in such an intimate, permanent manner®,

"Only the L.V.T. squadrons and the Howitzer platoon can participate in :

the conquest of the first beachhead in landing operatlon". (2) :

Two coman;!lng officers hava suggested an unusual. combat method:

S "'rhe 1dea1 form of maneuver would be to be able to join the Group by ajire .

dropped or helicopter-bome Infantry once the enemy has been locanzed and tixed". (3) :

s . The seme pmcess could be applied to tho bome elements of the Armored
Sub-Groups' :
"In a reauy difficult terra!n, the helicopter is the’ ldeal means of trans-

poz“t' since it bz'ushes off obstacles and doesn't fear mines, One might think that

8 the borne squadrons would be used to the utilization of such machines which would

be‘ adapted at the time of need", (&)

(1) Lieutecnant-Colonel X.... Group Commander,

. (2) Lieutenant-Colonel X.... Group Commander,

(3) Lieutenant=Colonel Y.... Group Commander.

. (4) LieutenanteColonel Z,... Armored Sub=Group Commander..
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(‘i,bious clements is being planned for an operation, it is imperative that the Commane

The Amphibious Groups have beon utilized advantageously at night, as é ”o@fi
GrouP‘Commander stated:

"o have seen at’ night, in a bright m°°ﬁlight.'Within a few minutes, onof'i'
Siﬁgle Crab Squadron inflict on the enemy, engaged in open terrain, losses es£1¥o 'i

mated at 500 to 600 killed or wouaded (120 bodies were left on the terrain)." 8

Another Commanding Officer added: |

"As difficult as it was, in rice fields, to maintain a fixation at niéﬁt,~
it has boen noted that if 1t was effectively held, the regular Viet units lost |
{ courage and accepted the next day eithor total destruction (many times) or surion-
'“ der (Tho=Lao, May 17th, 1952)", ;,3 1 | |
'v ’ In all cases, the most important thing is to avoid the involvement of an .
'Aﬁphibious Group in a terrain for which it isn't suited, This is a delicate matter
‘which requires a great deal of experlence on the aprt of the Chiefs, for terrain i“

favorable to the crabs are not always so for the alligators and vice versa, The L

" form of maneuver can be affected by this and, when the participation of amphie

Qu‘vdef of these elements be consulted as early as the preparatory phase,

Generally, it must be admitted that very few have been the Territory, Zone

~ui'f{ oreOporation Commanders who utilizod thae Amphibious Groups adequately and gaVQ'op :

' the idea of considering them simply as aquatic escort tanks.

These elements give thelr best results when only cavalry missions are ase

signed to them.
A.F.C. RIVER UNITS ¢))

' f{ff ~They also answered to the preoccupation of making maximun use of the existe

v(‘ing movement capabilities.

Having been equipped during the campaign with a great variety of boats,

armored or not, they possossed at the end of hostilltios practically nothing buc

(1) Sce chapter devoted to River Operations.
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8 to 11 meters launches,

i

They had, on water, nissions comparable to those of the land units along

’the‘reads (clearing, escort, liaison, supply of posts, fixing, etcC.)e

One unit commander pointed out that their participation had been of some H”r‘ff

 importance in the pacification:

"Night activities werxe intenaifled, which had the result that the Viets

were forced to watch around the clock. This climate of insecurity contrituted

to many rallyings". (1)

. RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON GROUPS

. Organically, they were composed of one M.24 Tank Squadron and a staff of
Squadron Groups (2) to which were adapted, for a given operation, some Infantry
" elements of the size of a Battalion generally. This unit could be put at the

dis?osal-of the sectors in order to meet the needs of surface control.

caed

RECONNAISSANCE UNITS (A.M.) e ’ S

’iﬂr,territoriai commanders, these elcments mainly undertook road-ciearing,escort, ?

road guard and c. P. missions. .
Their daiiy use had condemned, once more, the utiiigetion of patxelt
composed of different elements- light armored, cars and half=-tracks, In ;nnv',r
ddition, it reaffirmed the usefulness of carried support olements and of an
'auxiiiary group (75 mim automotor) within a platoon itself.a(S)mw )
On the other hand, some of them would have liked to see an increase of
‘fthe ‘borne facilities and envisaged squadrons with two iight armored car

ﬂplatoons and two borne platoons. (%) e R B C o

While appreciating the services rendered by their obsoiete equipment,

i

“ Generaliy utilized by platoons, or by squadrons at most for the fm",;fa

(1) Licutenant Xeeee Commanding a Launch Squadron - ‘
(2) In addition it could include 1 or 2 organic suppletive companies that
. wore used to operate with the tanks, . e
~ (3) Often, a company of Suppletives was assigned to a light armored car
squadron Propere ' ,
(4) Articulation of the platoon into three patrols of 2 vehicles proved

quite satisfactory. . ‘ ””“wnr_
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_— the users, naturally, deplored its lack of adaptation to the terrain of many
1
i

Lo

aspects, the absence of roversing device, the medlocrity of the gun... and

3

many wished that the E.B.R. might be introduced first in Indochina,

THE M,36 TANK-DESTROYER REGIMENT (1)

k i ' R This regiment was created at the end of 1953 as the answer to the possible

€3

appeafance of Chinese Armored elements, But it was generally split into €

platoons and rarely into squadrons (2) in order to satisfy the requirements of

23

Territorial Commanders.‘

The M.36 equipment proved of a maneuverability in any kind of terraln , f

equal to that of the M.24 tanks and its 90 gun applied much more efficient fire,

in particular for attacks of fortified villages and for movements of troops up to

=

.t i
3

3,000 or 4,000 meters.

~ The afore-mentioned remarks concerning the M.24 Tank Squadron are . .

| r:fully applicable to the M,36 Tank-Destroyer Squadron.

. n
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~ ARMORED ELEMENTS AIR-TRANSPORT

W The necesdity to bring armored olements in places distant from any road

=3

W

led the Command to plan for air-transport.

The problem fatally presentod cany difficulties since the existing

=3

equipment had not been considered with thelr transportation by plane in mind. (3)

Thus the use of alr facilities was extremely limited,

CaaiaAa.

i
H

However, our few experiences in this field have proven the advantages

5f:of'this formula, for a country like France with responsabilities spreading over

five con:inents.

(1) The T.D. (tank-destroyers) were transformed by the addition of a turret roof

" " and a conning-tower machine gun; the radio equipment was also modified,

i« (2) Four T.D, Squadrons, distributed over the whole Tonkinese Delta area, were

S e ~ supported only with great difficulty by the Regiment's services, as the latter ;‘

T b ", did not have theescort and lialson equipment permitting to put its o v

’ . logistics facilitioes Into use, L :

(3) The cxample of the air-transport of the M,24 tank is particularly striking.

After being dismantled, this piece was divided into 82 packages of which the .

heavicst, the case, weighed 4,600 kilos. Two Bristols and five Dakotas wora
required for its transportation. .




o

—rl
PO

(

(g3 (O

3

(

SR

=

/RPN

e

3. L.“;; B

o

s

DR G s S pewm DY ]
A Eué;‘.' ‘H}é gﬂz‘v,\}‘.‘, o 3",':., 5o
r" 3 o
&

231 %8 3 et

Small armored detachments alr-transported to LAOS rendered great services
thére (1) and the action of the lst R.C.C. Marching Squadron (2) taken to
DIEN BIEN PKU was particularly convincing,

"This Squadron allowed, in the preparatory phase, the Cormand to be

constantly informed on the froae space that existed between our positions and . .

the first enemy organizationg.”
. Afterwards, "the tanks became the storm force of any action", (3)
But, the a}r-:ransport of arm;red units xaturally cre;tes the ‘.
problen of t;anssorting by aif the malntenance facilities qu‘supplies, the . .
weight of whicﬁ; be;ng considerable, rapidly exceeds tha;vo# ﬁhe equipment itself,(4)

Thanks to the efforts made in the logistics field, the Squadron of DIEN

© BIEN PHU stillincluded on May 7th, six available tanks, tws lmmobilized tanks
' - : ]

(utiiized in fixed blockhouses) and one out of action., Only one was destroyed. (5)

.y
N,

{1) A five M.24 tank platoon at LUANG-PRABANG,'a'three_MSAMS'tank squadron in

the Plaine des Jarres.

(2)  This Squadron included 3 M,24 tank platoons and one Command tank, One of
the platoons emplaced in the "ISABELLE" resistance center was quickly cut
off from the rest of the Squadron. ' o

(3)  Report on the action of the M.24 tanks in the battle of DIEN BIEN PHU,

[ -

i7 -(4) For example, more than 200,000 rounds of 75 gun were fired“from December 7

to May 7; which represents approximately eight times the tanks' weight, R
(5) 4ll1 tanks, with no exception, were sabotaged by the crews on May 7. The optie,
the collective armament, the radio were smashed or thrown into the water, the
gun breeches dismounted and buried, the main of the tubes damaged with incene
diary grenades. Tho panels, daelcos, carburators, filters, were smashed with
sledge=hammers., In addition several grenades exploded in the motor comparte
ments. - The participation of a.tank in the Victory Parade organized by the
encny was only possible by assembling the necessary pleces taken from all the
tanks to put one single motor temporarily together. The turret and the
armament were sabotaged, These tanks were absolutely unfit for combat,
(Report on M.24 tanks at the battle of DIEN BIEN PHU,)
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T4E ANTI-TANK STRUGGLE

[

The antistank struggle in Indochina "proved that, even in the absence -

of standard antl-tank weapons, with rudimentary means and particularly by using

mines and explosives, it is possible to obtein considerable results providing

e

(

one displays tenacity, audacity and ingenuity and conducts the struggle over

the whole territoryY, (1)

73

s
i

Mines can be classified at the top of the procedures implemented,

o—— -
1
st 8

C

considexring the number of destroyed armored clements (a total of 85%).

,,__.
ey
S

.CL

Their variety was endless, for any explosive missile, any recuperated

projectile, was a potentlal mine for the enemy. The detonating devices were just

-

as varied, but the preesure lighters and command firing were the most commonly

l,
. PR

used

R

In“thenface of this danger, our detecting devices were inadequate and

. & Squadren Commander observed that the tanks had become "explodinglmachineS".

Portable anti-tank weapons (75 m/m recoilless, 57 m/m recoilless,
S.K.Z. rocket-launchers and bazookas) came in second place considering the

inflicted losses (about 8% of armored elements destroyed)., . _h

Once the armored element was immobilized, the opponent frequently

| 'attacked it with explosives, gasoline cans, etc,

‘r

Passive obstacles were placed on roads, dikes, usually at’ places where
any outflanking was impossible. The V.M. utilized earth merlons, deep breaches,

"niano keys“, traps, indiscriminately, dtc., Most of the tiﬁe,"obs:ructions were

combined with mines and traps for the troops.

The parries we offered in this technical field 2) were quite varied°

R

¢)) Teachin,s of the Indochina Campaign concerning the A.F.C, (Inspection &f
e A,F.C, in Indochina, ,
'(2)':Wc aro oanly. talking here about the p:ocedures applied during the campaign-~“
the desirable devices will be mentioned in Volume III.
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reguiar maintenance of roads, double armor of the logér part of vehicles, antie
mine covers and rubber rolls filled with sand on tigors (1), makeshift reQetsing
devices for light armored cars, covering of the‘#rmored elements with barbed '
'v wvire to avoid ankexcalade, and with faggots to provide the premature burstlngyot‘_,

hollow charges, etc.

All these procedures, vhich ware not new anyway, proved their worth, wlth

the exception of the two last ones which offered more inconveniences than
advantages, h

As to the tactical parries, they were also standard: articulation in
depth and action of the "borne support elements”, In addition, the role of
patrols, the harassing fire at night executed on portions of roads known to be“v .
usﬁally mined, as well as the laying of mines on the small dikes of access‘gavé;
good results, | ”

| And lasc,‘in case of enemy assault, the utilization of "canister"

shells, of gremades and of the individual equipment of the crew, as well as -

the rotating action of the turret procured an efficient defense,

- INVOLVEMENT OF THE ARMOR AT NIGHT

The Armor rarely intervened at night and generally, if they did,‘it‘wasf,wf

~ under pressure of an cmergency.

Attacks while in bivouac or in quarters caused us heavy losses every
. ﬁime the vehicles were not protectéd by Infantry fire barrage’(2) and they
were used statically.
On the other hand, when the armoxed elementé'counter-attacked under

vs;ﬁilar clrcumstances, thelr action was usually decisive., This was

(1Y The asscmbling of grillework zoofs to protoct the vehicles into the open
agzainst grenades comes from similar preoccupations,
- {2) The cxample of the attack on the LE KHU post already mentioned has e
"~ illustrated this incapacity to insure the security of the Armor at night,




?Fﬂ ; particularly the case in the "attack launched by the Armored Sub=Group No. 3 ) .' pi
L . N L

: at TIENKHE (Tonkin), July 18, 1954, when the V.M, left 200 dead on the field
L; - (among whom 20 "dynamiteros" darrying explosive ¢harges) and lost a considerable

;gﬁ . amount of weapons", (1)
b _

The night interventions for the attacked posts were:in some cases

also determinative,

*In June 1954, a platoon supported by an Infantry company suddenly

3

appeared in the back of some V.M. companies attacking a post, at one AM.

[ S

Results: 19 counted dead many wounded, retrieved weapons', (2)
‘ Sty
But many users feared such actions.

"Night interventions are very costly and, unfortunately, rarely

3 3

. officiont, Tho V.M. mined all roads loading to the post scheduled to be

attacked and slowed down, if they didn't altogether'stop;'the intervention
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‘Some even felt that "the use of the armored forces must, as a general

rulé; be proscribed at nightv, (3)

Y 2 a3
( .lh'i.m;

Be it as it may, actions carried out at night have shown the

o

3 0 003

’advantage that can be derived from procedures tending to increase visibility.
The lighting of the battlefield by Luciole planes, lightepots, turret

lb:lood lights, flares, have certainly contributed a substantial assistance.

mjortar shell flares proved very efficient. In particular, they made

counter-attakes at night with tanks possible. The required consumption was of

=
T
q;...w

(1) Captain Xe.... Assistant to the Lt. Colonel Commanding the 3rd Armored
SubeGroup,. '

(2) Captain Xe... Commanding an A.M. Reconnaissance Squadron,

(3) Colonel Xe... Commanding a Reconnaissance Regiment,

T 03
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two 81 m/m shells per minute, regulated so as to light the terrain 400 meters
in fronc of the tanks on a 600 meter front", (1)
The adjustment of weapons turret under the light of a floéd-light
directed parallel to the gun gave good results, {2} But the fact that in
Indochina infraered ddvices were not adapted to armored vehicles adequately,

did not permit, unfortunately, to draw any definite conclusions on this

technique,

Anyway, "the Fraench Army muSt make all necessary efforts to learn to

maneuver at night, This will not be accomplished without difficulty, for as men ’

become more and more civilized, they become léss and less comfortable in darkness". (3)

The Armored Force had begun the campaign by drawing on the facilitiés

jbf‘é few regimonts, It ended it with four Sub-Groups,two Amphibious Groups and

- two Réconnaissance Squadron Gtoups.

The Command had thus recognized the necessity of having armored units .

‘capable of waging combat on their own.f

At the time of the cease~fire, this evolu:ion was still considered

insufficlent: in:spite of the difficulties of the terrain, of the widespread

. nature of threats and of the increasing necessity to assist the fatigued
Infanﬁry,‘the-Command felt a‘growihg need of units really capable of

accdmplishing Cavalry missions,

R s O b et ol |

é . (1) Captain X.... Commanding the Borne Squadron Group of an Armored SubeGroup,
- (2) 7The presence of an automatic weapon for closeerange defense, with a shield

to protect its servant, proved equally useful,

. (3) Licutecnant Colonel X.... Commanding an Armored Regiment,

a Cenfer ¢
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